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N^ATIONAt.  REGISTER, 


COWTAINIJ^O 


POLITICAL,  HISTORICAL,  GEOGRAPHICAL,  SCIENTIFICAL,  STATISTICAL,  ECONOMICA i. 

AND  BIOGRAPHICAL 


DOCUMENTS,  ESSAYS  AND  FACTS: 


T«GBTHBR  WITH 


NOTICES  OF  THE  ARTS  AND  MANUFACTURES, 

AND 


RECORD  OF  THE  EVENTS  OF  THE  TIMES. 


JEREMIAH  MUCJMES,  EDITOR. 


THE  PAST— THE  PHESENT— FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


FROM  MARCH,  1847,  TO  SEPTEMBER,  1847— VOLUME  LXXII— OR,  VOL.  XXII,  FIFTH  SERIES. 


BALTIMORE: 

tiUJfTED  BY  THE  EDITOR 
•M).  2,  AVrJA  Bvtaw  tlrttU 


AbdelKader  227 

Acts  of  congress,  /ist,  last  session  23 

Adams,  John,  letier  10  Tim.  Pickering  414 

Adams,  J.  tj,.,  speech,  Amistad  5;  health  256,  289;  on 
Texas  and  Cuba  386 

Admiralty  cases,  bill  passed  3,  6 

Admi nistration  and  gen.  Scott  305 

Ad  valorem  duties  152 

Africa,  slave  trade  massacre  130;  Mr.  Duncan,  in- 
terior 326;  [see  Liberia^ 

Agate  Beach,  Lake  Superior  330 

Agents,  of  Niles'  National  Reg.  225 

Agriculture,  steam  ploughing  256;  Tennessee  306; 
effects  of  lariffoM  335;  Mr.  Bancroft  404 

Agricultural  Congress,  in  France  152 

Agua  Fiia,  col.  Morgan’s  hghi  at  132 

‘Aid  and  Comfort,'  Union  410;  N.  Hamp.  States.  411 
Alabama,  .school  reservation  bill  5;  democratic  s ate 
conv.  163,  179;  manufac  260,306;  reiurn  of  volunteers 
299;  gubernatorial,  congressional,  first  congress  dis.  reso. 
Taylor  for  presidency  306;  election  384,383.  416 

Albany,  trade  195;  Aldernay,  fortifications  163 

Algiers;  emigration  to  210;  Kabyles  192 

Alexander,  capt  , r port  C.  Gordo  219 

Alexandria  Fa.,,  address  to  gen  Washington  3.52 
Allen,  senator,  resol.  to  restore  Mr.  Ritchie  3 

Allen,  rev.  Mr.,  speech  Chicago  conv.  314 

Almonte,  gen.,  arrested  272 

Alvarado,  surrenders  to  lieut  Hunter,  com  Perry’s  offi- 
cial 114;  Hunter’s  official  131;  terms  of capiiulation  132; 
trial  and  reprimand  of  Hunter  189;  port  opened  152  274, 
Alvarez  344 

American  Baptist  Bible  soc.  237 ; Ameri.  Bible  soc. 
236,  Amer.  Female  Moral  Relief  soc.  237-8;  American 
Institute  Fair  323,  392,  310;  Amer  and  Foreign  B.  mis. 
231,236, 239, 254;  Am.  Tract  soc.  238;  Amer.  Peace  soc. 
offer  of  premiu o!  67;  Ameri.  Protestant  society  238 

American  consuls,  list  of  fees  273 

American  seamen  impressed  401 

American  fruit  in  Europe  229 

American  help  for  Ireland  393;  [see  Ireland] 

American  history,  De  Larnanine’s  state,  corrected  312 
Amistad.  proceedings  on  bill  to  pay  owners  5 

American  stocks  in  Europe  30U;  [see  lastpage  each  JVo.] 
Amherst  college,  306 

Anglo-Saxon  civilization  384;  Anderson,  col.,  185 
Angostura,  [see  Buena  Vista] 

Anniversaries  at  N.  York  236;  at  Monterey  361 
Annual  products,  U.  S.  145;  ‘ Annals  of  misery'  324 
Anti  Slavery  Soc  , parly  tenants  140-1;  anniversary 

152.  238 

Anthracite  coal  247;  Ash  trade  ib 

Apj>oinlments,\,  17,  33,  66,  97.  145,  177,  193,  244 
257,  305,  321,  337,  401 
Appropriations,  anil,  of  1,  97,  384 

Arithmetical  calculator.  Deshong  301 

Argentine  republic  32.  130;  [sec  South  America] 
Arkansas,  leturn  ,.t  volunleer.s  272 

Armories,  respec.  addiiioiiul kind  6 

Arms,  ‘wall  rifle’  291 

Armstrong,  maj.  Wm  , Indian  agent  obit.  368 

'Army  of  Invasion,'  ‘of  occupation,’  ‘of  the  north,’  ‘of 
the  west,’  ‘of  the  centre,’  [see  War  with  Mexico;] 

Army  of  G.  Britain  259 

Army  court  martial,  col.  Lane,  col.  Bowles  215 

Army  Journal — appointmenis  to  new  regiments  17; 
general  orders  relative  to  new  regts.,  brevets  19;  deser- 
ters advertised,  ‘Irish  Legion’  32;  new  major  generals, 
capt.  Henrie  33;  march  (roir.  fort  Spelling  to  St  Louis 
34;  mounted  riflemen  35;  movements  of  troops  48,  82, 
98.  244,  219;  general  orders  no.  13,  surgeons  and  assis. 
surg.,  no.  14  relative  to  volunteers,  no.  19,  stall' officers 
66;  recruiting  circular  67;  sickness  at  Lobos  82;  appoi. 
new  reg.  97,  147;  capt.  McManus,  voltigueurs  161;  ma- 
rine corps  to  join  the  army  193;  orders  to  surgeons  and 
assis.  274  tribute  to  officers  of  1st  dragoons  408;  at  Pu- 
ebla in  want  ot  funds  416;  items  372;  col  Emory  372; 
price  of  a colonel’s  commission,  British  army  it 

Army  officers  (additional)  6!lf— proceedings  on  2,  2,  4, 
6,7;  debate  12,  13,  14,  15;  bill  passed  i6;  correspon- 
dence between  president  Polk  and  col.  Benton  18 

Arnold,  gen.,  at  the  battle  of  Bemus’  Heights  253 
Arsenals,  boys  employed  241 ; Artesian  well  288 
Ashburton,  lord,  on  bank  of  England  224;  commer- 
cial crisis  311;  Astor,  John  Jacob,  261 

Astronomy,  new  comet,  planet  ‘Neptune’  33;  Tycho 
Crater  246;  instruments  for  U.  S.  observatory  243 

Atchison,  senator,  vice  presi.  pro.  tern.  1 

Atlantic  Steamers,  building  63,272-3-4;  the  Wash- 
ington 193-4;  her  first  trip  272,  30.5;  items  231,  262,  27‘2- 

3-4,299,  305-6,  401 
Atocha,  senor,  lands  at  'Vera  Cruz  36;  he  returns,  spec- 
ulations respecting  37,113,  129  propositions  to  Mexico 
162;  Mexican  notice  of  his  appointment  177 

Aulick,  capt.,  U.  S.  N.,  official,  Fera  Cruz  110 

Austin  land  suit  228 

Austria,  sends  troops  to  Switzerland  64;  [see  Rome] 
interference  292;  Arch  Duke  Charles  obit.  <6;  the  empire, 
manufactures  407;  Aztec  ruins  ^204 


B 

Bagby,  senator,  on  reporting  debates  ^ 

Baker,  co\.E.  D. , rep.,  report  ot  cong.  elections  4, 

15;  report,  battle  Cerro  Gordo  200-1;  Santa  Anna  41 

BaWc,  trade  ^ 

Baltimore — relief  to  Scotland  43;  trade  IM,  248,  3U1, 
340;  ship  building  2l8;  tobacco  i6;  breadslutls  282,  3Ut, 
340;  taxes 

iJaWmore  Battalion,  discharge  257;  flag 
Ball.  A Ohio  Railroad  148,17a 

Bancroft,  Mr.,  at  Paris  177,  193;  Southampton  dim 
ner  354;  agriculiural  soc. 

Ranks  of  Georgetown,  of  Metropolis  2;  aggregate 
condition  of  the  80;  of  N.  York  &c.  263;  state  bank 
of  Illinois ‘280;  bank  question  in  Illinois  y 

England  63,  181;  remarks  on  its  operations  196,  ‘2‘28; 
lord  Ashburton’s  opinion  263,  311;  staiemcntio;  circula- 
tion 34U;  Bank  cf  France  65,  195;  authorized  to  issue 
s nail  notes 263;  Bankruptcy,  punishment  in  Russia  130 
Bangor,  port  ot  entry  bill 

Bainbridge,  cap.,  Jalapa  to  Vera  Cruz  ia> 

Bankhead,  col.,  official  report  14Z 

Barrow,  senator,  remains  i;f  ' 

Barton,  Seth,  charge  to  Chili 

Bates  Mr.,  speech  at  Chicago  conv.  366;  btog.  dot 
Battles— El  Passo  7,  16;  [see  Buena  Vista]  ot  Bracilo 
71;  San  Gabrel,  of  Mesa  116;  ot  I’aos  1‘2U-1;  [see  Cerro 
Gordo]  ofSeralvo  131;  at  Aqua  Frio  132;  San  Pasqual 
170;  Sacramento  171;  Red  River  Oauoa  320;  rluajutla 
357-8;  Angostura,  [see  Buena  Vista] 

Bavaria— royal  infatuation  64,  300;  regulations 
Bayard.  Clievalier337;  Bailyt  tMr.  rep..  tarilF 
Btaslty^  R^htn  ^.,obit>  257;  BtekeVy  Mr.,  elotjuence 

Belgium — famine  163;  steamers  272;  coal  mine  407 
Belknap,,  col.,  sword  to  244,  329;  Bell  for  Montreal  63 
Benton,  senator,  appointed  major  general  1;  correspon- 
dence with  the  president  18;  cabinet  vote  on  97 

—on  reporting  debates  3;  speech  on  three  million  bill  ‘24, 
letter  to  people  of  Oregon  148;  Kearny  and  Fremonl 
card  220;  dinner  to,  and  speech  22'2;  nominated  tor  pre- 
sident, his  reply  225;  remarks  on  ‘iniand  seas’  24‘2;  Ghi- 
caoo  convention,  letter  266,  309;  address,  returning  vol- 
uiUeers  317;  plan  for  electing  presi.  & vice  presi.  340; 
Anglo-Saxon  civilization  354;  at  Washingtoii  3oo 
Benton,  senator,  1;  tliree  million  bill 
Benevolent  Institutions,  statistics  212;  Soc.  anni.  236 
Bent,  gov.,  ki.led  73;  Bentinck,  Mr-,  Spanish  debt  387 
Bequests,,  Geo.  Halloway  ^ 

Bible  society  statistics  212,  224,  236-7 

Biddle,  com.,  visit  to  Japan  , 

Binney,  dr.,  donation  262 

Birkenhead  dock,  charges  _ 4^5 

Biography  notices — gen  Taylor  220;  Wyoming  cap- 
live  243,  Dr.  Chalmers ‘259,  3‘25;  geo.  Wool  314;  I ho  . 
Newton  369,  Henry  Clay  jr.  3‘26,  capt.  Boyd  393;  Joint 
Waiter  405;  capts.  Burgwiii,  Moore,  Johnson,  hem. 


310 

4 


Hammond  . 

Blind,  N.  York  Inst,  exliibilion  23J 

Blockade,  eva  ed  22;  ports  on  Pacific  375 

Boliuio,  minister  at  B.  Ayres  murOered  257 

Bonaparte,  Joseph,  sale  ot  his  Ibrjoer  re.-idpnee  293 
Borland.  Clay  &c.— [see  prisoners]—  expedition  21 
Borneo,  Island,  annexed  n- . r- 

Boston^  munificence  262;  cigarsi  artillery  2o6;  Chicago 
convention  meeting  267;  harbor  survey  368;  trade  300 
[see  trade] 

Bolls,  J.  M.,  elected  to  congress  113;  letter  to  Chicago 
convention  , ^^2 

Boundaries,  Mass,  and  R.  Island,  Ohio  and  Virg.  3U6 
Beuni!/ lands,  regulations  14  Boviditch,  statue  301 
Bowles,  col.,  at  Buena  Vista,  first  account  83;  court 
martial  215 

Bowlin,  Mr.  rep.,  Paul  Jones’  claim  4 

Bouilin,  Judge,  welcome  to  returning  vol.  316 

Boyd,  Mr.  rep.,  army  officers  bill  4.  5,  9, 

Bopd,  capt.,  357;  obit.  3113 

Bracilo,  battle  at  71;  Bracken rige,  J.  C.,  address  367 
Bradford,  maj.  A.  B.,  services  ol  313-4 

Bradley  Mr.  rep.,  obit.  369 

Bragg,  capt.,  report  233;  battery  at  Buena  Vista  272 
Bravo,  gen.  resigns  272;  command  at  Mexico  277 
Branch  mint.  N.  York,  bill  passed 
Brazil — tranquility  32;  minister  recalled,  relations 
with  257,290,  303;  diffi.  with  B.  Ayres  292;  slave  case 

321 

Breadsluffs — for  Ireland,  from  Norfolk  64;  demand 
for  in  Europe  176;  expor.  home  coiisumptiou  180;  money 
required  to  purchase,  exports  of  2‘28;  a British  account 
of  our  surplus  229;  statistics  230;  avalanche  ot  246;  pri- 
ces‘256;  [see  las'  page  each  no.] — fall  in  price,  by  North 
River,  cargo  from  Chicago  direct  for  Liverpool,  stock 
on  Lake  Michigan  263;  rapid  decline  in  prices  282; 
British  import  and  consumption  233,  299;  receipts  and 
exports,  N.  York,  ‘danger  of  starvation’  in  Oiiio  283; 
Michigan,  Baltimore,  Richmond  301;  fall  of  prices  and 
ruinous  losses,  N.  York,  receipts  by  the  Hudson  320; 
statistics,  estimate  of  European  demand  for  339;  exports 
to  G.  B.  and  Ireland  since  1st  Sept.  386;  imports  into  G. 
B from  U.  S.  403 


Brent, capt.  Geo.,  royal  patent  to,  letter  from  lord  Bal- 
timore 212;  Brevets 

Brinkerhoff,  Mr.  rep.,  speech  army  officers  bill  12 
Bridges,  O.nio  at  Wheeling,  Niagara  Falls  loO 

British  army,  official,  force  of  259;  British  Bible  Soc- 
British  outrage  388 

Brougham,  speech  on  closing  parliament  404 

Brolherlon.  Wm  , on  relief  to  Ireland  403 

Brown,  gov,  A.  G„  letter,  Va.  reso.  WJmotprovi.  178 
Brown,  Wm..  on  relief  to  Ireland  403 

Brownsons  Review,  on  Mexican  war  410 

Brule  River,  Lake  Superior  ^19 

Buchanan  J , on  Brit,  protection,  free  trade  policy  181 
Buenos  Ayres  120,  2‘27;— [see  S.  America]  French  & 
English  interference 
Buffalo,  trade 

Buena  Fista— battle, -officers  killed  and  wounded  68. 
69,  80;  gen.  Taylor’s  despatches  announcing  the  oait  e 
68,  Santa  Anna’s  announcement  69;  account  of  battle 
70-1-2-  aen.  Taylor’s  general  orders,  incidents,  Mexican 
accounCgen.  Adamo’s  address  83;  general  orders,  ac- 
counts of  the  battle  84;  remarks,  Santa  Anna’s  official 
report  80,  117;  gen.  Taylor’s  official  115;  return  of 
troops  engaged,  and  of  killed  and  wounded  117,  gen. 
Wool’s  division  156;  liis  report  202;  his  letter,  captain 
Hughes’  account  of  169;  tabular  statement  of  forces  &c. 
‘ZOii  Indiana  volunteeers  214-5$  light  artillery  reporis, 
capts.  Washington,  O’Brien,  Webster,  Sherman  Bragg 
•233;  col.  May  ‘234;  gen.  Lane’s  report  235,  262;  lieut. 
Shovers’  report  251^  official  compliment  from  depart* 
ment  255;  items  376;  ‘tlie  starving  Mexicans,’  incidents, 
Agnew 

Burgwin,  capt.  J-  H-  K-,  tribute  to  408 

Burritt,  Eliku,  ‘olive.  lenP  137;  letter  to  lord  Russell 
138;  imminated  tor  V.  president  296 

Butler,  senator,  on  three  million  bill  2 

Butler,  geu.,  on  the  Mexican  war  2U,  244 

Butler,  col,  230,  250;  Butler,  Paymaster,  letter  65 
Butler,  Funrw  BTembfe, ‘reconciliation  301 

Business  circles,  33,  228,  247.  400- [see  last  page  of 
each  no.] 

C 

Cabinet,  the,  on  col  Benton’s  terms  of  accep.  com.  97 
Cadets,  appointments  97; — [see  JVfiu.  AcatiJ 
Cadwallader,  gen.,  appointment  I;  reintorces  McIn- 
tosh  276-7,  359;  reaches  Jalapa  297;  Puebla  308 

Ca/i/omia— march  of  Mormon  battalion  tor  3/;  gen. 
Kearny  arrives  65;  lieut.  J’alboi  81;  cjtn,  btockton  s 
report  of  suppression  of  rebellion  133;  capitulation  134; 
Flores,  the  press  in,  items  134;  dispute  about  authority 
and  laurels,  government  &.c.  204;  lieut.  Emory  s letiter, 
Pittsburg  Gaz.  anu  otlier  journals  205;  Mormons  ®tn^ 
iiing  To  206;  gold  and  copper  ore  208;  American  tariff 
in  209-10,  219;  position  of  forces;  com.  Shubrick  s tariff, 
awful  sufferings  of  emigrants  219,  3^,  370;  items,  col. 
Benton’s  card  rela.  to  Kearny  and  Fremont  220;  Mor- 
mon regiment  252;  position  of  forces  304;  iteiiis,  naval 
operations.  California  ‘Star,’  ‘civil  government  ’ com. 
Shubrick  and  gen.  Kearny’s  circulars  330;  trade  and 
coii.nierce  331;  the  country  336;  legislature  337;  emi- 
grants,  newspapers  370;  gen.  Kearny*s  procla.  3/4,  com. 
Biddle’s  blockade  orders  375;  Fremont  arrested,  Stockton 
and  Kearny  returning,  the  squadron  370;  col.  Stevenso^n  s 


command 


402 


Calhoun,  J.  C.,  senator,  Charleston  customhouse  1 ; 
reception  at  Charlesloti  20,  39;  his  speech  there  73;  com- 
ments 75;  Texian  official  corres.  26;  col.  Benioo  and  27; 
speculations,  gen.  Taylor  for  presidency  112;  remarks 
of  anti-slavery  journals  140;  letter  relative  to  right  or 
suffrage,  right  of  search,  and  Dorrism  148:  statue  of 
145;  defines  position  on  presidency  210;  reply  to 
whig  meeting  at  Putnam  gS. 

Cdmanche  Indians,  treaty  with  Germans  ■^74 

Cameron,  senotur,  vole  on  Wilmot  proviso  2 

Campaign  of  gen.  H oof  155;  Campbell,  maj.  192 
Canada,  i ems  130;  U.  S.  vessels  allowed  to  take  in 
cargoes  at  Montreal,  trade  proposed  from  Rochester  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  180;  duties  on  wheat  anil  corn  suspen- 
ded 195;  capture  of  a sheriff 

Canal,  trade  statistics  N.  York  212,  310:  boats  247 
Canal  through  isthmus  of  Suez  ‘259;  from  Durance  to 
Marseilles 

Canales,  Antonio,  proclamation,  no  quarters 
Cannon,  number  of,  captured  of  Mexicans 
Capede  Ferd,  volcanic  407,  Cape  May  light 
Capital,  reso.  for  lighting  with  gas 
Carmelite,  brig,  352,-  [see  Mexican  privateers] 

Carrier  pigeons,  N antucket 
Carroll,  Mr.  rep  , on  tariff  bill  4;  relief  to  Ireland  5 
Ca«»,  senator,  on  relief  to  Ireland  2"  on  three  million 
bill  ib;  speech  thereon  41;  letter  to  Chicago  conv.  310 
Catholic,  donations  rec,  at  Paris  towards  disseminating 
the  religion.  Mr.  Newman,  picture  V.  Mary,  nuns  in 
Bavaria  310;  sir  H.  Inglis  on  the  Irish  relief  bill  213 
Catlin,  artist  301;  Carvajal,  col.  384;  Caxton,  printer, 
question  for  casuists  ^14 

Central  America,  confederation,  distracted  208 

Cerro  Gurdo— battle  of  160;  gen.  Scott’s  orders  of 
battle,  his  official  announcement  of  the  victory  167; 
other  accounts,  Kendall’s  account  182;  colonel  Harney 
storming  the  heights,  maj.  Turnbull’s  aceo.  Mexi.  pris. 


391 

199 

265 

387 

6 

261 


•as 


INDEX. 


Ill 


183;  Mi'.x  can  offic  rep.. rt,  aen.  Scon’s  ntlici.il  repo  186; 
other  accminis,  geft  4'  . laij’s  ■Ifi.'i.il  189;  «.  ii  Fa’teison 
col  Baker’s  report  20:i;  kiii.'  i a. id  wounded,  col  j 
iichcock  & cap.  Taylor’s  rep.  20I ; ^en.  Pillow’s  repo.  | 

215;  col.  Harney  and  c..l.  Cliilds  rept.  216;  mnj.  Loriiig, , 
ciipt.  Morris,  and  col  Riley’s  repi.2P;  maj.  Gardner, 
col.  Plyinpton.  ninj  Toleoti  218;  capt  Alexamler,  Mex. 
gen.  Jose  Maria  .larero,  repoit  219;  2d  reg.  Teno.  v.d. 
address  231;  oen  Pillow’s  reply  27U;  official  conimenda 
lion  of  war  dept.  265 

Chalmers,  senator,  3;  Challenge  and  reply  6.5 

Chalmers,  rev.  dr.  obit.  2-56;  last  moments,  family,  la- 
ment of  Sooil  ind  259;  Inner  .1  325 

Chapman,  Mr.  rep  , landnnj  of  MarylamI  pilgrims  5 
Charleston, S-  C.,  new  custom  house  1;  Mr.  Calhoun 
at  39;  college  375.  Cheese  247 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  liS,  negotiating  179,293 
Cherokee  Indians,  education  ‘226 

ChevalUe.  imij.,  exploratinii  '202 

Chicago  convention '20S',  col.  Benton’s  letter,  remarks, 
meeting  at  Bos.  N.  Y.cliam.  of  com.,  Washington  Uni- 
on's remarks  266;  proceedings  309;.  letters  from  non-at- 
tendants, Rich.  Eoq.  on  310;  comm  tiee,  letter  from  D 
Webster,  Silas  Wright,  J.  M,  Bolts  332;  resolutions, 
distinguished  men  at  333;  Rev.  Mr.  Allen’s  spi  eeh  344; 

T.  Corwin,  A.  Stewart  345;  D D Field  346;  report  on 
navigation  on  Missifsippi  ib;  J.  C.  Spencer’s  speech, 

Mr.  Gardener  P.  D.  Field  365;  T.  B.  King’s  speech, 
executive  committee,  Mr  Batt  s’ speech  366;  biographic 
notice  of  Mr.  Bates,  committee  of  the  whole,  Rt  verdy 
Johnson’s  letter  367 

Chihuahua,  taken  by  col.  Doniphan  44,  100,  102.  his 
official  report  171;  description  of  368 

CAifds,  col.,  official  rept.  Cerro  Gordo  216 

Chippewa  /ndrajis,  small  pox  98;  grand  council  371; 
CAt^rpeura  stetimboat  disaster,  256 

China — treaty,  bill  postponed  3;  proceedings  in  H. 
Rep.  on  the  bill  4,  Mr.  Everett  49;  items  64,  192;  French 
minister  to  193;  Prussian  relations  with  195;  civil  war 
211;  British  account  of  our  relations  with  238;  Christi- 
anity in  310,  another  little  British  war  with,  Canton 
attacked  325;  affairs  in  407 

Chinese  junk,  arrives  ht  N.  Y.  368 

Choctaw  Indians,  to  their  white  breih.  of  Ireland  139 
Cholera,  20,000  pilgrims  to  Mecca  die  of  311 

Church  Chronicles — no.  of  churches  in  N,  York,  in 
Cincinnati,  Trinity  church,  Jews  at  Rome,  their  sabbath 
proposition  in  Prussia,  at  Paris,  the  pope,  Greek  church, 
Mr.  Newman,  donations  for  propagating  Catholicism, 
expended  in  America,  prizes,  picture,  theological  stud- 
ents, nuns  ill  Bavaria  female  agents,  financeering,  sons 
of  preachers,  Meih.  Epis.  Mis.  fund,  Amer.  B.  Mis,  H. 
Clay,  instruction  of  colored  population  S.  C.,  sutee  pro 
hibiied  in  India,  China,  Java  310;  pilgrims  to  Mecca, 
‘shall  we  have  funerals  on  the  sabbath?’  311 ; JudoTouro, 
pews  at  auction  306 

CAurcAreuenues, suggestion  of  the  Wash.  ‘Union’  185 

Cigars,  value  of,  smoked  at  B-iston  256 

Cindnnati,  growth  of  34S;  churches  at  310;  no.  of 
steamboats  built  at  340 

Civil  and  dip.  appropriation  bill,  proceedings  on  1.  2, 

3,  4,  5 

Clarke,  capt.,  British  consuls  acknowl.  to  299 

Cloy,  Henry — gen.  Taylor’s  letter  to  98;  baptism  239; 
letter  to  Mr.  Bigelow  on  tariff  290,  310;  letter  to  Chicago 
convention  309;  reply  to  a scythe  smith  324:  letter  from 
363;  visit  for  health,  reception  at  Balt.,  Phila  , Trenton 
Delaware  3S8;  invitation  of  Boston  commit.  412;  reply, 
returns  liorneward  413 

Clay,  lieut.  col.  H.,  gen.  Taylor’s  letter,  death  of  98; 
biographic  notice  363,  376 

Clay,  C.  M„  taken  prisoner  16,  21 — [see  prisoneys] 
Clayton,  senator,  J.  M.,  relici  to  Ireland  resoluti.nis  2; 
on  commencement  of  war  with  Mexico  24 

Coal,  imports  of  18;  found  in  Texas  &c.  176;  trade 
247  , 331;  Maryland  306;  coalmines,  lives  lost  407 
Cochin  China,  attacked  by  the  French 
Coke,  Mr  rep.,  on  army  officers  hill 
Coinace  145, 263.  369, -491 ; OoZ6y,  gov,,  adieu 
Colonization  Society,  N.  Y.288;  see 
Colo'-ed population — 'black  laws,’  Ohio  20;  constiiu 
tional  questi  n in  Connecticut  227;  orphan  asylum  239; 
iiistrnctinii  of  in  S.  Carolina  310;  convention  ol  Ken 
323;  a songstress  406 

Comets  di.scovered  33.  256,  252;  ‘ Conquering  a peace’ 
184;  Conquest  of  Mexico  urged  ib 

Connecticut — elections  96;  legisl.aiiire,  gjvernor’s  ad- 
dress, scliool  Innd,  prisons  163;  chief  justice  Williams 
resigns  178;  Ellsworth  elected  to  succeed  him,  colored 
population  question  &.o.  2'27 ; lemperance  ‘255;  legislainr 
adjourns,  resolutions  on  Mexican  war  306 

Congressional  GZoAe— relative  to  ordering  copies  of  5 
Congressional  printing,  contract  241 

Conner,  com.,  despatches,  investment  of  'Pera  Cruz 
68;  relieved  from  onimand,  returns  home,  remark--,  liis 
farewell  orilers  99;  iUthlic  dinner  to  188 

Constitution,  am'  ndments.  considered  165;  proposed 
for  Wi-coi,sin  rejeo  ed  114;  convention  Illinois  307 
Consuls,  American,  list  ot  fees  of  273 

Contributions  exacted  in  Mexican  ports  93 

Coomlis  Leslie,  proceeding  in  senate  on  claims  of  1 
Coolies  arrive  at  Havana  371 

C'l'ppcr,  Lake  Superior  147,  242;  ingot  301;  Copper 
region,  summer  excursion,  L.  Superior  242  letter  323 
Coruin,  a naior,  letter  on  the  Mexican  war  177;  invi 
ted  to  Kentucky  256;  speech  at  Chicagoconvention  345; 
nonun  ited  for  president  416 

Court  dress,  t queue  162;  Court  of  inq.  gen  Wool  386 
Council  if  war — w heiher  to  advance  on  Mexico  336 
Cotton,  crop  180-1;  mas'.odon  cotton  180;  statis  ics 
Ol  282;  British  laarketsSOO;  'prospects’  311;  stock  of 


4110. 


C linn  powder  forbiil 
208 

non.inaiioii  ol  g'  li.  Washington  to 

414 


341’;  r.  niark-"  tl 
III  Gi  rm:i .1  ar  oy 
Crunch,  jiidge  o 
coimo'io.'l  of  -Vmer  annv 

Cranberry  River.  L-  S'lperior  379 

Cri/nina/s. "■Mpn'iion  relative  to  delivery  "f  256 

Crime  and  distress,  in  G.  B.,  sintis  ics  259 

Crittenden  -enaior,  s|ieeeli  on  rehef  to  Ireland  1 
Crittenden,  Thos  /,.,  items  2‘28 

Crops  in  Texas  195;  in  Eiigliiiid  253-9;  svlmai,  M'ls 
kill  nun  co.  On. ‘260;  wheat  272,304  339,384 

Cuba — ohj"Cis  ot  m liiarv  preparations  208;  car'  yiog 
trade,  rice  300;  re|)orts  relative  to  pa.ssports  307:  < ffect 
ol  tariff  on  Mexico  321;  annexation  of,  urged  338;  N. 
O Bee’s  n mark.s  378;  the  project  386;  Coolies  371 
Cummings,  Wm.  appoin.  major  gen  1;  [declined] 
Curtis.  co|  , reqiiisi  for  vohint- eer.s  59;  items 250,  288 
Currency,  protection  of  181;  in  Scotland  195 

Cushing,  gen.,  fractures  hi.s  leg  208;  ordered  to  join 
gen  Tavlor240;  reaches  Monterey,  troops  suffering  w'iih 
di.sease  384;  annl.  speech  361 

D 

393 
28 


Dune  n.  IW..  p."  ptr:,t.  -■  I-,-, 
Dnperu  r.‘o|..  adveninn-s  of 
Dusenhemj,  rnaj.  U.  S.  A. 
Duties.  [~ipe  trade  ^ com  l- 
[sec  Tariff.] 


Afrio-  3’26 

72.  276 
82 

-[see  Philns-  apparatus]  — 


Earthquake,  in  N.  R 
Edgeworth.  Maria — 
Editors  at  Chi-  ago  i 
Edmonson  m.'ij.,  'la 
Edsoll  Mr  lep 


iglaird  386:  Eastern  railroads  331 
Irelatni’a  appeal’  137 

-nvr'ii.  333 

|o  i.f  Graiiil  Canon  374 

vO:(  on  tariffbill  reenrded  4 


Dane,  Nathan,  oidnance  of  1787 
Davis,  senator,  speech  on  three  million  bill 


Education — niiional  schooLs  of  Ireland  155;  In  Prus- 
sia 163;  aristocraci' s.  ,d'  a republic  261;  in  the  school  of 
practical  science  162;  in  ;l>e  northwest  260;  Charleston 
S.  C college  375;  contrib.  :o  the  education  society  212 
Egypt — i nprov.  tnent;  227;  abolition  ot  slavery  292; 
tuneral  of  the  Pacha’s  son  326 

Elections — report  of  com.  on,  E D Baker  an  I T W. 
Ne  .V  ton’s  title  to -eats  4 15;  to  occur  288  352;  in  Maine, 
194;  N.  Hampshire  35.  65,  194,211.321);  Riiode  Island 
416;  Connecticut  96;  N.  York  112.  256.  280;  Virginia 
113,  144.  160,  176,  192.  280,  368,  375;  N.  Carolina  331, 
388;  .Mtibama  384.  383,  416;  L luisiana  20;  Kentucky 
384.388;  Tennessee  384.388,416;  Ohio  416;  Indiana 


Davis.  Garret.  Mr.  rep.,  speech  on  army  officers  bill  9 334  388;  Illinois  388;  Michigan  153;  Iowa  149  334,  388; 


Davis,  col.  Jeff.,  at  Biiena  Vista  83;  appointed  U S 
senai'ir  210,  416;  nomi. for  governor,  Miss.,  declines  227 
Davis,  col..  Reuben,  resigns  372 

Dayton,  senator,  on  three  million  bill  2 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  N.  Y.  anni.  236 


fficers  riia.!neiic  telegraph  304 

Eliott  Mr.  on  sup.  to  tariffbill  4 

El  Passo  battle  of  7,  16.  81, 279 

Emigration,  Norwegians  to  Wisconsin  20;  from  Ire- 
land 63.  France  and  Germany  64;  reniark-s  on  154;  N. 


Deaths — Senator  J.  Speight,  Dr.  Chas.  McClellan,  Jersey  Farmeron,  law  of  N.  York  relative  to  passen- 


the  duke  of  Argyle,  Adm.  D.  Gould,  lieut.  col.  Walter 
Scott,  gens.  Dumerac  and  Nandet,  count  Antonia  Ray, 
Dr.  Abner  Pyles  192;  A.  G-  Dromgoole  m.  c.  144; 
prince  Achille  Mnrat  152;  Kara  Khan,  son  of  Dost  Mo- 
hamet 192;  a Miami  chief  226;  James  O.  Law  240, 
Wyoming  captive  243;  maj.  Hammond  244;  Daniel 


gers,  foreign  consuls  155;  proposed  on  inagnilice'it  scale 
162,  172;  from  France  19’2,  arrivals  208,  240,  256;  from 
Holland  208;  from  the  east  to  Algeria  210;  to  California, 
sufferings  219,  330— [see  California] — with  ship  fever 
224;  at  Balt.  248;  Swedes  to  Illinois  ‘260;  a specimen  of 
281;  to  Oregon  289;  projects  for  in  E 'gland  291;  from 


O’ConnelT,  the  lord  lieut.  of  Ireland  Rev.  Dr.  Chalrner  Prussia  292;  at  N.  Y'irk  192,  299.  337;  from  G.  Britain 


256;  Fred  Gardner,  R.  G.  Beasley  257;  Thos.  Lee  288; 
prof."  Gouraud  302;  20.000  pilgrims  to  Mecca,  of  cholera 
311;  col.  S.  Dinsmore  353;  maj.  Wm.  Arm.“troiig  368; 
Ew  d.  Bradley  m.  c.  369;  lieut.  Parker  U.  S.  n.  371;  capt. 
Hetzel,  lieut.  Moore,  sergeant  Yates  and  private  Bu- 
roughs  372;  lieuts  Tipton  and  Sturgeon  395;  lieuts. 
Brown  and  Larkin  399;  Dd.  Hawkins,  Peter  Stuvvesant 
400;  John  Walter  406;  Archduke  Charles,  Marshal 
Grou'hy  292 

Debt  of  U.  States  370;  Maine  227 — see  the  several 
stales. 

De  la  Forest,  patent  rights  in  France  386 


Delautare  state,  temp.  255;  Delaware  ^ Hud.  canal  \ a\ufk  failures 


& Irelaiid  324;  from  Germany  325;  at  Quebec  35'2; 
Earl  Grat’s  remarks  368;  sufferings  of  37t);  Canada,  to 
Oregon,  Califor.  206,  370;  increasing  current  of  385 — [see 
Passengers] 

Emory  lieut.,  letter  from  205 

Endorsed  notes,  legal  decision  247 

Enlistments,  number  of  177;  arrest  372 

Erie  canal,  loan  248 ; Etiquette  1 62 

Europe— rpyallv  129;  famine  177,  226,  228;  crops 
look  promising  224,  226.  259  292;  money  and  other 
markets  228 — [see  trade  ^ commerce,]  intervention  ui 
Portugal  260;  item  301;  estimated  demands  for  broad- 


Denmark — Mr.  Wheaton  on  tlie  right  of  succession 
49;  charge  to  1‘29;  abolishes  slavery  in  the  colonies  130; 
commercial  regulations  180 

Denny,  Harmer  donation  ‘263;  Derby  lieut.,  167 
De  Russey  col.,  Louisiana  Reg.  16;  expedition  to  re- 
lieve Amer.  prisoners  336;  attacked,  driven  back  to 
Tampico  352;  battle  of  Hnajutia  357;  killed  and  woun- 
ded 358;  official  report  396 

Deserters.  fn,m  the  army  advertised,  ‘Irish  legion’  32 
t ken  at  B Vista  83 

Des  Moines,  rapids  349 

Destitute  senmen,  relief  of,  by  consuls  273 

Dickenson  senator,  on  three  million  bill  2 

Dickenson , D:  S..  letter  to  Cliicago  conven.  309 
Dinsmore,  col.  Silas,  obit,  laconic  correspondence  353, 
Diplomatic  Journal — appoint,  foreign  mimsiers  I; 
item  16;  list  of  loreign  agents  at  Washing  49,  129  241; 
Mr-  Everett  sails  296;  Mr.  Wheaton,  49;  Mr.  Wise, 
senor  Aiocha,  lord  Palmerston  acknowledgment  of 
relief  to  Ireland  129;  Mr.  Packenham  leaves  145,  193: 


339 

3 

49 

314 


326 

15 

244 

233 


Evans,  senator,  military  academy  bill 
Everett,  Mr.,  in  China 
Ewell,  lieut.,  at  Cerro  Gordo 
Exchanges — [see  last  page  of  respective  nos  ] 

Executive  power . oorisidered  165 

Exports  ui  breadstuff,  386 — [see  trade  ^commerce j 

F 

Failures  in  Ireland  404 

Fair,  American  Institute  392;  Franklin  Institute  393 
Famine  in  Ireland,  in  Scotland  22;  Dr.  Crowley’s  let- 
ter, deficiency  estimated,  contribution  23;  in  Europe 
137.  153,  178,  196;  starvati.  n and  disease  213,  392 
Fastday  63,162 

Father  Mathew,  letters  137,  176 

Fla  co  Talpan  taken  by  lieut.  Hunter,  his  trial  and 
reprimand  therefor  189 

Fleniken,  R.  P.,  charge  to  Denmark  129 

Florida — claims  113,  161;  Flunnels,  contract  243 
Flores,  gen.,  corit'S.  134;  Flowers,  capt.,  siav.  par  192 
Flour  exported  froiri  N Y,  from  Balt.,  Mandioca 


Mr.  Bancroft. -Mr.  Ingersoll,  dinner  to  Mr.  Rush  193,  flour  340— [see  breadstuff's,  trade  and  com.,  last  vige 

A iwT,.  \xn,.. - . T » y o 


206;  Aiocha  177;  Mr.  Whei.ton,  Dutch  mines,  to  Japan, 
French  minister  to  China  193,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Barton, 
Brazilian  minister,  Mr,  Polk.'R.  G.  Beasley,  Bolivian 
minister  at  Chili  257;  Mr.  Rush  sails  273;  dinner  to  Mr. 
Wheaton,  Mr.  Tod,  relatious  with  Brazil  290;  Brazilian 
mini.-iter  recalled  305;  D.  S.  Carr,  Yucatan,  Haytian 
legale  to  France, 

Discoveries — Letlieon  33;  scientific,  geological  &c  153; 
vessels  of  temple  of  Diana  261;  fossil  remains  in  'I'en 
t;es.»ee,  in  Europe,  on  Aikaniic  Island  281 

Discriminating  duties,  Mr.  Chapman  on,  ln6 

Despatches  tor  gen.  Scott  captured  249 

Dix.  senator,  on  three  million  hill  2;  Dix  mayor  308 
Doiuments,  cones,  between  war  depart  and  gen.  Tay 
Im  60,  75,  90;  .'■especting  exacting  contributions  in  Mex 
.C'lii  ports  93 


respective  nos.] 

Field.  D D..  speech  at  Chicago  convention  346,  365 
Finances— of  France  129;  of  G.  Britain  lA;  ofUiiied 
Slates,  revenue  receipts  17;  bids  for  loan  98;  quart' rs 
receipts  ami  exp.  145;  estimate  of  receipts  and  exp  3£8; 
items  369;  public  debt  370;  estimate  ..f  proceeds  "f  tariff 
/II  Mexico  186;  of  N Hampshire  260;  Michigan  376 
Fisheries,  mackerel,  seal,  whale  247 

Fond  du  Fac— erroneous  account  of  372,38);  notes 
aken  duiiiig  trip  to  373 

Foote,  senator,  credentials  presented  3 

Foreign  convicts  155;  rates  of  mail,  steamer  postage 
162,  194;  Forti.  and  home  markets  conip.nred  67  180-1 
Foreign  Mission  Soc.  212;  Foreign  Evang.  Soc.  238 
Fossil  remains— colossal  skeleton  ’ 281 

France — financial  difficulties,  scarriiy  ol  breadstufts, 


Dvmesticgoods— [see  trade  4r commerce]— [eeelastpagel  en.igratiun  64;  population  statistics,  line  of  steamers  63 
respective  nos  ] exports  nt  cottons  300  152,  263;  reconciliation  slave  trade,  Diiiiias,  bank  65- 

Donations — Abbo:  Lawrence,  public  at  Boston,  Math  ‘-•-•-•i— 'oa re,  . . 

ew  Wright,  dr  A.Bmney,  Wm.  Oliver  262;  H.  Denny 
263;  Amherst  college  306;  lor  propagating  Catholic  re- 


railway  siat’stics  125;  emperor  of  Russiafpiirchasessiocks 
of  abolition  movement  129,  210;  courtesy,  brig  Argus 

. . _ 145;  agricultural  congress,  tobacco  monopoly  152;  (an - 

hgioii  310;— [see  Aunttrers-aries  ] im  153;  distress  160;  Aldcrnay,  E.  D.  Ossery  163;  items 

Dorri/dron,  col.— battle  ol  Sacr.Tmento  132;<  fficial  re-  193;  Gerard,  fiisl  miirisier  from  207;  corn  laws  distress 
port  capture  of  Chihuahua  171;  his  proelunialion,  letter  208;  descendants  of  Lafayette  210;  items  ‘259,  260-  bank 
to  gen  . Wool  172;  item  192;  masterly  ni'/vemerils  236;  ol,  aiiihnrized  to  issue  small  notes  263;  potal'o  exaniina- 
advance  reaches  Saltillo,  t flairs  on  li  e route  252;  lion  291;  Grouchv  obit.,  editor  arrested  292:  attack  on 
reai'hes  the  Rio  Grande,  N.  Orleans,  description  of  266,  Cochin  China  326;  treaty  with  Hayii  331  • Haytiai'  |p- 
305.  372;  achievements,  list  of  casualties,  affairs  at  El  gale  337;  frigate  La  'Ponnerre  339-  anniversary 
Passo,  letter  to  maj.  Ryland  279;  drscripiion  of  his  vols.  N.  York,  Mr.  Pageot’s  speech  354;  M.’  Fuste  355-  com 

305;  reception  at  St.  L' uis  316;  reply  10  ‘welcome  mercial  and  industrial  polit  y of  360;  patent  right  agenn 

hitiiip*  2IIH!  fcipp  fji/ir  JVffT.itn.  evrmu  nf  IUp  cunul  frnrrt  #«  -'J 


home’  318;  [see  war  with  Mexico,  army  of  the  north.)] 
Dorrism.  Mr.  Cnlhoun  on  148 

DOssery  JVf.  F.,  irav/ Her.  S.  America  163 

Dost  Mahomed,  obit  192;  Douglass.  Mr.  rep.,  5 

Dromgoole,  Mr.  rep.,  death  of  144 

Dry  Dock  at  Brooklyn  177,  209,  241;  board  of  com 
miasioners  209 

Duel  near  China,  Mexico  244,  290;  challenge  and 
reply  65 


386;  canal  from  Durance  to  Marseilles  opened  39^ • 
Teste,  July  fete,  change  in  niinis'ry  ’ 4fg 

Frankfort.  Ky,  cemetery  352 

Franklin  Institute  Fair  353 

Franking  privilege,  hill  reported,  passed  2 

Free  trade,  Isaac  Buchanan  on,  in  G.  B,  181  D H 
Lewis  on  ’ ' 3J4 

Fremont,  col.,  dispute  relative  to  command  2<i4- 
5:  eel.  Benwn’a  card  220;  arrested  37ft 


IV 


INDEX. 


Friends  society,  relief  to  Ireland  13'J,  ]40,  197,  213 
Fruit,  exports  to  England  152 

Fugitive  slaves — Pennsylvania  enactments  35j  legal 
opinion  1"'^ 

Funds  U,  States,  operations,  transfers  of  320,401 
Funeral  honors,  at  Frankfort  Ky.  362 

Fur  trade  2i8;  lake  Sup.  3.^2 

G 

Gaines,  mtij..  taken  by  Mexicans  16;  his  expedition  21; 
letters  60,  215,  327;  official  report  175;  release  and  sub- 
sequent detention  307;  eseaite  416 

Galvanizing  itisects  176;  Garland,  col  , sword  20,  114 
Gardner,  col  . official  report,  C.  Gordo  218 

Gardner,  Mr.,  speech  at  Chicago  conven.  _ 365 

Gates,  col.,  reqnsition  352,410 

Gentry,  Mr.  rep.,  speech  on  army  officer  bill  13 
Geology,  Lake  Sup.  region  145;  European  discov.  153 
Georgia — return  of  volun.  299;  flour  manulacturc  306; 
Adm,  convention,  nominations,  resolutions  on  Wilmot 
proviso,  on  presidency  293;  whig  state  conv.,  nominate 
gen.  Taylor  294;  Georgia  regiment — col.  Johnson’s  vin- 
dication 400 

Germany — railroads  & .statistics  123;  constitution  129; 
disturbances  about  food  227;  trade  with  363;  theological 
students  310;  emigration  from  353;  famine.  Dr.  Lieber’.s 
statement  &c.  392 

Gerard  first  minister  from  France,  historical  207 
Giddings,  Mr.  rep'  on  L’Amistad  5 

Giddings,  maj,  offl  rep.  131;  Gilpin,  H.  D.,  speech  207 
'Glimpse  at  passing  affairs’  385 

Gold  mines  of  Russia  407;  Gouraud,  prof.,  obit._  302 
Government  funds,  remarks  on,  165,  230 

Grain,  measures  180,  299;  legal  weights  of,  weights 
247;  crop  U.  S.  181;  prices  &c  230;  nuri,«hment  in  the 
respective  246;  prices  248 — [.see  breadstuff's,  flour  ^c. — 
see  trade  & com. — see  last  page  respective  nos.J 
Grand  Canon,  battle  at  maj.  Edmonson  374 

Great  Britain — demands  on  Portugal  44;  parliam  , 
finances,  income  and  expenditures,  destitution  in  Lon- 
don, loan,  markets,  relief  to  Ireland,  fast  day,  F.  A.  De- 
lane,  new  Atlantic  steamers  63;  markets  &.C.  81;  lord 
Palmerston  on  American  relief  to  Ireland,  public  mee- 
ting at  London,  national  debt,  importation  bill  &c  129; 
annexation  of  Borneo  and  Cambodia,  Hudson  Bay  130; 
overtures  to  African  colonies  131;Elihu  Burritt  and 
lord  John  Russell  138;  American  luxuries  to  152;  fast, 
royal  salaries,  court  dress  and  etiquette,  post  office  sta 
tisiics.  notions  about  Vera  Cruz  162;  Zollverein  and  180 
J.  Buchanan  oti  effect  of  abandoning  protective  policy 
181;  items  192;  Mr.  Pakenhnm  192;  biscuit  duty  sus- 
pended, 195;  operation  of  bank  of,  under  new  charter 
196;  statistics,  Birkenhead  dock  208;  fine  prospect  of 
crops,  sufferings,  stock  of  bread,  debate  in  parliament 
relative  to  food  226;  comparative  value  of  exports  228; 
suspends  navigation  act  and  corn  laws  246;  London  & 
Liverpool  trade  ib;  revenue  from  liquors  255;  relative  to 
delivery  of  criminals  256;  army  of,  statistics  of  crime 
259;  colonization  of  Vancouver  274,  291;  remarks  on, 
new  p'llicy  of,  in  trade,  statements  of  its  operatitm  282- 
3;  education  in  army  286  parliament,  London  Times  on 
the  past  parliament,  electioneering,  emigration  project, 
Hudson  Bay  Co.  291;  lord  Ashburton  on  financial  crisis 
and  bank  of  England  311;  avalanche  of  breadstuffs, 
splendid  promise  of  crops,  prices  fall,  pensions,  annals  of 
misery  324;  another  war  on  China,  Catiton  attacked 
325;  Statistics,  land  cultivated  in,  production,  consump 
tion,  stock  on  hatid,  bank  circular  339;  lord  Palmerston’s 
‘warning’  353;  remarks  in  parliament  354;  debate  on 
coercing  payment  of  state  debt.s  354;  relief  to  Ireland, 
prominent  cause  of  reduciioti  ol  duties  360;  price  ot  ati 
army  commission  372;  lord  Palme.’-ston  and  London 
Times  on  state  debts  377;  breadsttiffs  exported  to  386; 
chatige  of  corn,  policy  considered  3.85;  Mr.  Smyth  336 
outrage  338;  markets,  commer.,  financial,  Mi-ssCouns, 
booty  taken  at  Setnde  390;  markets  400;  outrage  401; 
Oregon  402;  q'teen’s  speech  proroguing  parhamen' 
breadstuffs  from  U-  S , elections,  debate  in  parliament, 
on  .4,mer.  relief  to  Ireland  403;  Agricultural  soc,  debate 
on  close  of  parliament  404-5;  Oregon,  items  405,  406; 
Peruvian  debt  to  406 

Greece,  diff.  with  Turkey  325;  item  355;  Greek  Ch.  310 
Green.  Thos.,  relative  to  Texas  annexa.  and  land  287 
Greenhorn,  Wash.,  Hem  129;  Grouchy,  obit.  292 

Guano,  item  respecting  406 

Cruatumalu— declares  independence  of  conf.  203 

Guerrilla  warfare,  on  our  part  86,  89;  pr-'clamaticn  ol 
Sala^  185;  ma>sacre  198;  Canales’  proclamation  199; 
col,  Showern’  despatches  219;  capt.  Walk'  r’s  retaliation 
277;  affairs  '288,  298;  Mexican  charges  and  gen.  T w 
lor’s  reply  341 

H 

Hamilton,  Alex.,  fam  of  bill  to  purchase  papers  of  1 
Hamilton.  Jas.,  and  Dan.  Webster  190 

Hamlin,  Mr.,  tariff  bill  4;  speech  on  Wilmot  proviso, 
(in  Maine)  376 

Hammond,  maj  li.,  obi.  244,  249;  Hammond,  It.,4u9 
Hannagnn.  Mr.  rep  , on  reporting  debates  3 

Harbor  and  River  convention — [see  Chicago] 

Harlin,  col.,  at  Buena  Vista  83 

Harney,  col.,  affair  102;  report  operations  at  Vera 
Cruz  158;  storming  heights  at  C.  Gordo  183;  his  report 
216;  charger  captured  274 

Hardin,  001,9^,  376;  remains  of  372 

Harvard  University,  Abbot  Lawrence’s  donation  262 
Harvest  272,339,  3Sl 

Haskell,  col,  249;  reply  to  gen  Pillow  315 

‘ Have  we  conquered  a peaceV  1 1 3 

Hayne.  R.  V-,  D.  Webster  tribute  to  190 

Hayti,  new  president  65;  aflairs  in  392;  legation  to 
France  337 

Hays,  col  Jack,  250;  Hemp  160,  246,  28'2;  300,  340 


Henri,  capt.,  escape  16;  adventure  33 

Hetzel,  capt.  A.  R.,  obit.  372 

Historical — Gerard  first  minister  of  p'rance  to  Amer. 
207;  letter,  lord  Baltimore  to  capt.  Brent,  royal  patent 
from  king  James,  Grahams,  Judge  Burnett’s  ‘early  sel- 
lers northwestern  territory’  '242;  Arnold  at  the  battle  of 
Bemus’  heights  257;  Thus.  Paine,  Louis  XVI  & French 
loan  312;  closing  .scenes,  revolutionary  officers  337;  or- 
dinence  of  1787,  Jefferson,  King  and  Dane  393;,antiqiie 
document  relative  to  N.  York  413;  Washington  nomi- 
nated as  commander  in  chief,  by  gov.  Johnson,  of  Mil., 
414;  Jas.  Reed,  Washington’s  military  secretary,  life 
and  corr.  415 

Hitchcock.  co\.,  inspec.  gen.  com.  to  gen.  Scott  187; 
report  201 ; Hog  crop  248 

Holla, N!D,  emigration  from  208 

Hollowayi  Geo.,  heqaeM  260;  Holliway,  capt.,  374 
Holmes,  Mr.  rep.,  on  Amistad  5;  army  officers  ih;  at 
Charle.-^ton  40 

Home  market  180-1;  Home  missionaries  216 

Hopping.  E.  D.,  appoint,  briga.  gen,  1;  camp  of  in- 
struction 328;  requisition  for  dragoons  384 

Houston,  senator,  speech  on  return  to  Texas,  on  de- 
clining command  132;  remarks  210 

Houston,  dr.  James  A.,  proceedings  on  contract  3 
Howitzers  sent  to  V.  Cruz  69 

Huajutla,  haltXe.  of  357;  col.,  De  Russey’s  report  396 
Hudson  Bay  Co.,  130;  charier  274,  291 

Hughes,  capt.,  battle  of  Buena  Vista  169;  baitalion 

372,  409 

Hunter  R.  M.,  senator,  credentials  3 

Hunter,  lieut.  C.  G„  U.  S.  N.  takes  Alvarado  &c. 
114;  official  report  131;  trial,  defence,  reprimand  by 
com  - Perry  189— [see  navy] 

Hurricane,  Malabar  coast  263 

I 

Ibarro,  Domingo,  official  notes  of  326-7 

Illi.nois — civil  war  20;  constitulional  convenlion  195, 
307;  volunteers  244,416;  state  debtafluirs  245,  280,  '293; 
376,-  Swedish  emigrants  260;  canal,  slate  bank  '280; 
bank  questions  307;  elections  338 

Illuminations  for  victories  162 

Imports,  of  Iron,  coal  &c.  13 — [see  Trade  ^ Com  ] 
Imrressment  of  an  American  seaman  401 

India,  64;  Borneo  and  Cambodia  annexed  130;  items 
19'2;  war  expenses  211;  British  booty  taken  at  Scinde 
390;  outbreak  407 

Indiana — bill  graniing  public  lots  to,  passed  3,  6;  slate 
debi  negoiiations  211 , 374;  temperance  255;  congres 
sional  candidates  307;  elections  384,  388;  mob  384 

— Volunteers  at  B.  Vista,  col.  Lane's  statement  214; 
court  martial  215;  col  Lane’s  supplemental  report  269; 
item  372;  return  411 

Indian  corn,  cultivation  of,  in  Mexico  88;  remarks  on 
crops  &.C  176;  crop  in  Ohio,  in  Europe  2‘29;  exported 
300;  damage  during  voyage  355 — [see  Breadstuffs]  crop 
339.  334;  meal  in  Ireland  299 

Indian  Agent,  226;  Wm.  Armstrong  obit.  368 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  proceedings  on  4 

Indian  deportnunl,  hill  lor  better  organization  of  4,  6 
Indian  journal — death  of  Whirling  Thunder  17;  war 
against  the  Musquakies  81;  small  pox  amongst  the  Chip- 
pewas  98;  ‘Choctaws  to  their  white  brethren  of  Ire- 
land’ 139;  troubles  in  Texas  and  on  Rio  Grande  240; 
war  par  ies,  a Wyoming  captive  243,  sufferings  of  the 
the  Six  Nations  225;  agent,  maj.  Armstrong,  deaih  of  a 
Miami  chief  a Cedar  Bluff  etiitor,  an  Indian  mother 
and  cliild,  Puebla  Indians  '226;  treaty  with  Germans, 
Osages  iroublesome  274;  Delaware  war  party,  wagon 
train  disaster  (doubtful)  275;  Dimophan’s  fight  with  La 
Lipans  at  El  Passo  279;  tlie  N.avaj  tribe.  Sumai  tribe, 
Sioux  and  Wiiinebagot-s,  Senecas  321;  fight  with  Ca- 
mauches  3-88;  grand  council,  F'oiid  du  Lac  37);  niedi- 
cine  men,  Indian  fishing,  practice  of  medicine  380; 
grand  medicine  dance  381;  lur  trade  3a2;  return  and 
condit'oii  of  Senecas  389 

'Industrial  congress,’  2d  session,  proceedings  296 

Ingersoll.  R.,  minister  to  Rns.sia,  ai  Paiis  177,305 
/ngii.s',  SV.r  jjenry,  speech  on  Calhuhc  relief  bill  213 
‘Inland  seas’  cof.  Benton’s  remarks  on  242 

Interest,  rale  of,  in  Missouri  32 

International  exchanges,  Leverrier’s  k tler  to  Valle- 
itpare,  duties  n linquislicd  290;  letter  from  M.  Vuttemare 

305 

International  law  af  extradition  256 

Iowa — apprupri.ition  bill,  passed  senate  2;  gen.  Tay- 
lor nominated  97;  political,  149;  eleciion  149,  384,  38S; 
decree  liile,  legal  decision  280 

Ireland — resoluiion  for  employing  the  Macedonian 
and  Jamc8to«  n ships  of  war  to  carry  relief  to,  passed  6, 
hill  appropriating  ^500,000  for  rebel  of,  defeated  7;  fa- 
mine 22;  contributions  at  Washington,  Jews  N.  Y., 
diocese  of  Mass.,  Montgomery  Ala.,  Catholics  at  Alba- 
ny 23;  Macedonian  23,  43,  139,  3.55;  practical  sympathy 
for  48;  the  Jamestown  48,  68,  139.  176,  196;  dis'r.  in  48; 
thousands  dying  of  starvaiion,  supplies  63;  heart  rending 
accounts  from  81;  British  minisier’s  acknowledgment  of 
relief  m Loidon  public  meeting  do.  129;  'Ireland’s  ap- 
peal,’ Maria  Edgeworth's  letter,  father  Mathew’s  leiter. 
letter  fp  m benevolent  ladies,  addre.«s,  E.  BurrU’s ‘olive 
leal’ 137;  horrible  details,  acknowledgment  R Dawson’s 
letter  138;  'Irish  famine’  by  A.  A.  Watts  140;  "the 
Choctaws  to  their  white  brethren  of  Ireland,  Melhodisis, 
Friends,  items,  Ireland’s  gratitude,  conlederacy,  to  vice 
president  Dallas  139;  N.  York  relief  com..  N.  Orleans, 
Hansdale,  Fredericksburg  140;  gratitude  153,  hope  of 
rebel,  poor  laws,  efleelot  American  sympathy,  opinions 
gov  Seward’s  letiei  154;  letter  from,  condition  of,  162, 
165,  178,  196,  213,  324,  320;  Turkish  sultan’s  contribu- 
tion 192;  relief  fund  ib;  cargoes  for,  reception  of  the 
Jamestown  197;  Friendsf6;  sympathy  for,  at  Rome  213;' 


no  abatement  of  want,  pestilence  spreading,  clergy, 
father  Mailiew  227;  favoiable  promise  of  crops  259; 
disease,  mortality,  crime 291;  rebel  fiom  N.  Orleans  306; 
relief,  British  belief  to,  Indian  corn  355;  contributions 
from  Michigan,  American  contributions  acknowledged 
393;  debate  in  parliament  on  Amer.  contributions  to 
403;  falure  in,  disease  404 

— O’Connell  dying  63;  starts  for  Rome  81;  sinking  192; 
dies  256;  lament  259;  Mr.  Steele’s  speech  356;  O’Con- 
nell’.-i  remains  404 

— Lord  Lieutenant  ill  192;  death  of,  227,256;  repeal  as- 
sociation meeting  208;  national  schools  155;  rental  153; 
poor  laws  155;  Sir  H.  Inglis  speech  on  Catholic  relief 
bill;  213;  Iri.sh  confederation  meet  256;;  Brougham’s 
speech':  404;  emigration  63;  on  magnificeNt  scale  162 
’Irish  Legion’  32 

Iron,  imports  of  18';  trade  63;  in  Tennessee  307 
island  discovered  in  the  Atlaniic  281 — [see  Lobos] 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  right  of  way  161;  Panama  canal  873 
Italy — items  227;  important  movements  292;  Capu- 
chin order,  Jews,  O’ConnelPs  funeral  325;  progress  406 

Jackson  national  monument  at  Washington  289 

•Talapa,  136;  taken  163;  183,  hospitals  filled  with  sick 
208;  fruit  from  _ 282 

Jdniaica,  joint  stock  project  48 

Jamestown,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war,  provisions  for  Ireland 

68,  139,  176,  196 

James  river,  bill  relative  to  toll  passed  5 

Japan— com.  Biddle  at  38,  49;  relations  with  161; 
Dutch  minister  to  193 

Jarero,  Jose  Maria  gen.,  offi,  report,  Cerro  Gordo  214 
Java— Christianity  in  310;  Jesup,  gen.,  letter  93 
Jefferson,  Thos.,  originated  light  artillery  corps  in  our 
army  176;  ordnance  of  1787  393 

‘Jersey  blue.’  Thomas  Lee,  obit.  288  ■ 

Jems— relief  to  Ireland  23;  Amelioration  soc.  239; 
Pope’s  edict,  propo.  to  change  Sabbath  in  Prussia  310, 
325;  in  France  310;  item  . 325 

Judges  elected  by  the  people  N.  Y.  255;  classified  279 

K 

Kearny,  col.,  code  of  laws  for  N Mexico  48;  reaches 
California  65;  fight  with  Andros  Pico  128;  campaign 
133;  official  report,  battle  of  San  Pasqual  170;  expea i- 
tion  and  battle  of  San  Gabriel  and  Mesa  171;  dispute 
relative  to  command  204;  col.  Benton’s  card  220, • circu- 
lar 330;  proclamation  374,408 

Kendall,  ed.  Picayune,  letter  from  Mexico  101,  176 — 
[see  war  with  Mexico] 

Kentucky-^R.  B.  Underwood  elected  U.  S.  senator 
'20;  voluiiieer  reg.  68;  parties  organize  195;  ex-senator 
Morehead  221;  T.  !,.  Crittenden  228;  judicial  appo., 
c-ingressional  candidates  246,  3(>7;  stale  bonds  burnt, 
Chic, ago  conv.  307;  honors  to  volunteers  362;  elecikm 
384  388;  constitutional  convention  question  400 

Killed  and  wounded,  at  B.  Vista  69,  117, ‘204;  at^V. 
Cruz  81,  159;  in  New  Mexico  128;  at  Cerro  Gordo  176, 
201;  col.  Doniphan  279;  at  Huajuila  353 

King,  J.  B.  Mr.  rep.,  complimentary  dinner  to  153; 
speech  at  Chicago  conv.  366 

King,  Rufus,  ordnance  of  1787  393 

Knout,  abohshud  in  Russia  130 

Koskiusco,  heirs  of  368;  Knox,  gen.,  337 

L 

ia/ayet/e,  gen.,  descendants  of  210 

Lakes — our  Mediterranean  141;  trade  152,  229;  new 
era  in  navigation,  direct  with  Atlantic  263;  height  of 
waters  in  . 

Lake  Sup  region — geological  survey  145,  274;  mining 
eo.  147,  242;  ship  cliannels  153,  336;  mail  route  256; 
notes  on  378 

Xamartine,  hi'tory,  Mr  Summers’ leiter  312 

Lane,  gen.,  statement,  volunteers  at  B.  Vista  214; 
court  martial  216;  official  report  236;  sup.  thereto  269; 
promoted  .... 

Land  graduation  bill  2;  titles  in  Illinois  280;  Milwau- 
kje  sales  of  336 

La  'Vega,  aen.,  taken  prisoner  at  C-  Gordo  183 

Lows,  territory  of  New  Mex.  258 

iatc.  judge,  at  Sin,  Webster  268;  Xatt),  J O.  obt.  240 
Lawrence,  capt-  J.,  U.  S.  N-,  nioimment  161 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  '261;  practical  science  proless.  262 
Lawrence,  a new  town.  Mass.  195 

Lead  trade  153,  248;  Leather  trade,  Ohio  212 

Leak,  Mr.  rep.,  on  revenue  taiifl  4;  Lee,  gen.  C,  337 
Legal  derisions — constitutionality  of  license  laws  147; 
fugitive  .'•lave  < ase  177;  Illinois  decree,  land  titles  280; 
endorsements 

Lellieon  discovery  33 

Lewis,  senator  D.  H,  public  dinner  to  263;  reply  to 
iiivi'a'ioii  289,  314;  on  free  trade  . 314 

Liberia — satisfactory  progress  of  99;  proclamation  re- 
lative to  independence  130;  British  overtures  131;  pro- 
gress ^“1^ 

Liberia  packet,  difficulties  under  the  act  relative  to 
passengers  .131 ; to  sail  387;  sailing  of  416 

‘Liberty parly,’  nomi.  rof  P.  V Pres.  295;  vonv.  340 

'Liberty  league,’  presi.  question  295;  proceedings  296 
JAcense  laws,  decision  as  to  constiluiionalny  of  147 
Lieber,  dr  , famine  in  Germany  392 

Lieut.  General,  bill  for  appointing,  bill  concurred  in  7 
[see  Army  officers] 

Life  insurance.  Marquis  Delagro  263 

Light  and  heal,  from  water 

Lightning,  protection  from  338 

Light  artillery  history  of  introduction  of,  Thos.  Jeffer- 
son, capt.  Peter  176;  report  of  officers  of,  at  B.  Vista  232, 

233-4,  261 

Light  house,  bill  passed  2,  4;  Cape  May  387 

Linclon.  capt.  G.,  killed  '215;  gen.  Taylor’s  letter  243, 
funeral  obsequies  365 

Lipan  Indians,  col.  Doniphan’e  fight  with  279 


INDEX. 
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Lind,  Jenny.  405;  Liverpool,  irndc  192,  24'6 

Loans,  Penn.  20;  British  6S;  U.  S.  eighteen  niillioii 
98,  113;  Erie  C'lnal  oo.  248 

Lobo.r  Lsliind  description  of  2! ; operations  at  35,  59 
Logic  and  philosophy  323,  Loiido^i,  trade  246;  Time- 

301 

Loring,  niaj  , official  report,  C.  Gordo  217 

JmiUow,  lit  ut,  U.  S N.  iiionu.  to  161;  Love,  lie  it  343 
Louisiana — election  20;  governiir’s  reply  to  col  Curtis’ 
requisition  59;  dinner  to  senator  Soule,  his  speech  147; 
A Dimctry.  snperin . piihlic  instruction,  c I'^gressional 
candidates  228,  306;  census  and  (tomnier.  of  N.  Orleans 
260;  description  of  N.  O.,  jndoe  Martin’s  will  230;  relief 
to  Ireland,  churches  pews  306;  Louisiana  regiment,  16; 
land  at  Vera  Cruz  69;  whigs  2J  district  nominate  gen 
Ttiyjpr  375 

Louisville  Legion,  return  of  244 

M 

McCulloch,  mnj.  B.,  308 

McOren,  widow  of  capt.,  bill  of  relief  in  senate  1 
McOaJin,  western  trader  174 

McHenry,  Mr.  rep.,  army  officers  hill  5 

McIntosh,  col,,  returns  to  duty  244;  marches  from  V. 
Cruz  with  train  264;  attacked  275;  loss  276;  disaflection 
expresed  277;  march  from  V.  Cruz,  to  Perote  359 

McKay,  Mr.  rep.  navy  surgeon  bill,  revenue  tariff  bill 
4;  proposes  to  amend  navy  pension  bill  by  adding  the 
three  million  bill  5;  proceedings  .5 

McKee,  col.  Wm.  E.,  biog.  notice  363 

McManus,  capt.,  return  161 

McTavish.  British  consul,  letter  to  capt  Clark  299 
Mackerel  Fisheries  247 

Macedonian,  U.  S.  frigate,  relief  to  Ireland  23;  difficul- 
ties 48.  139, 197 — [see  Ireland'^ 

Madison,  James,  bill,  for  purchase  of  papers,  passed 
J;  its  fate  1 

Magdelene  Ben.  Soc.,  Amer.  239;  Mahon,  It.,  duel  240 
Magnetic  telegraph  192,  292;  protection  fjom  lightning 
. *38 

Mail  to  Lake  Sup.  256;  to  Oregon  322,  369 

Mail  steamers,  bill  authorizing  con'raets  for,  passed  1; 
N.  York  and  N . Orleans  line  224;  Oregon  line  contract 
369;  the  United  States  384 — [see  Steamers  Allaiitici 
Maine— legislature  meet,  elect  gov  178;  gov  Dana’s 
message,  finances,  debt  &c.  227;  congressional  election 
law,  aineadmenis  to  consiiiuiion  306;  election  194;  tem- 
perance 254;  patent  medicine  law  260;  adm.  and  whig 
convenlioos  375;  proceedings  and  speech  on  VVilmoi 
proviso  376;  trade  of  Poitland  375 

Mandioca  jloar  340;  Mansjield,  It  col,.  B Vista  99,  41 1 
jSIansJicld,  Mr.,  address,  mdihiry  academy  285 

Manufactories,  of  paper  176;  in  S.  Carolina  and  Ala. 
260;  current  changed,  artist  sent  to  England  to  instruct 
in  making  boots  ami  .-hoes  281;  of  iro  i in  Alabama, 
flour  in  Georgia  306;  H.  Clay’s  letter  to  scythe  makers 
324;  woollen,  at  Utica  375;  in  Austria  407;  policy  of 
Fr.ince  360 

Markels  in  England  81,  230,  300 — [see  trade  ^com. — 
see  last  page  of  each  no.] 

Marine  corps,  proceedings  on  bill  for  increasing,  2,4; 
appointments  17;  employed  in  land  service  193 

Marshall.  T.  K , speech  at  N,  Oileans  303 

Jl/a)V!n,  judge,  will  case  280 

Maryl.and — landing  <if  pilgrims  5;  letter  from  lord 
Baltimore  to  col.  Brent  212;  gov.  Juhnsnn  of,  nomina- 
tes gen.  Washington  as  commander  of  American  ar- 
my 414 

— Resumption  of  payment  law  20.  62;  internal  improve- 
ments 143;  canal  co.  iiegolialions  293;  coal  306;  peniten- 
tiary, Balt,  jail  and  alms'honse  114;  gubernatorial  conv. 
148,  256.  272;  Ball.  & Otiio  railroad,  Chesa.  & Ohio 
canal  179;  volunteers  »6.  372;  Coloniz.iiion  Sot.  246 
Massacre  of  Mexicans  59 — [see  Guerrilla  loor] 

M ASSACHUSETT.s,  and  S.  Carolina,  at  dawn  of  the  re- 
volution 190;  divisional  line.  R.  I.  148,  306;  resolutions  on 
Mexican  war,  the  extension  of  slavery,  tnid  titanks  to 
gen.  Taylor,  proceedings  thereon  194;  Lawrence,  a 
new  town  195;  donation  to  Amherst  ciillege  306 

— Regiment  of  voiiinteer.s  114;  e'ection  of  officers  250 
Mason  J.  Y.  secre.  navy,  tour  to  N.  Carolina  160 — 
[see  naoy] 

Matamoros,  port  openeii  274 

Maxwell,  gen,  337;  May,  eol,  at  B.  V.  S3;  his  rep.  234 
Mayo,  ctipt.,  U.  S.  N.,  official  report,  Vera  Cruz  1 1 1 
Measures,  of  grain  180,  248,  299 

Mediation,  suggested  185;  British  305 

Medical  IVaiional  Convention  161;  Medical  corps  145 
Mercer , gen.,  revolutionary  officer  337 

Mejia’s,  sen.,  son  184 

Metals  sundry  new  153;  Mesa,  Cal-.Shaltle  115 

Methodist  Epis.,  missionary  fund  212,  310 

Mexico — distracted  state  of  1,21;  levy  on  church  pro. 
perly  disobeyed  1,  21 ; ministers  resign  1 ; Santa  Anna’s 
address  on  marching  north  16;  ms  force,  intrigues, 
condition  ol  Vera  Cruz  .36-7 ; ‘Irish  Legion’ 32;  finan- 
cial diffii'ullies  37;  Salas  commences  revolution  in  the 
capital  64-5;  battle  of  B.  Vista  68-9;  83  to  86;  of  Bra- 
ciio  71 ; Ileins  72;  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  d'Ulloa  sur- 
render 81;  Moiicln  va  siirren.  86;  tariff  levied  on;  by  the 
president  of  the  U.  S.  93;  factions  at  the  capital,  Santa 
Anna|s  return  to  San  Luis,  Chihuahua  taken  100;  S. 
Anna’s  letter  to  Farias,  marches  to  quiet  factions  at  the 
capital  102;  address  to  lus  army  136;  assumes  executive 
duties  1 ‘‘2;  items  1 13;  Alvarado  surrenders  114;  Mexi- 
cans evacuate  Vera  Cruz,  raid  thence  to  the  capital  136; 
S.  A'tna’e  inaugural  ib,  168;  hia  orders  on  the  eve  ot 
battle  of  B.  Vibia  150;  his  address  on  marching  to  me”! 
Seolt  163;  ilia  whereabouts  151;  total  defeat  at  C.  Gordo 
160,  186,219;  effect  at  capital  164;  Jalapa  and  Perote 
taken  163;  council  of  war,  British  mediation  165;  fac- 
tions, Senor  Gatiibas  on  defending  the  city  168;  decree 


lOih  .Apr.,  meeting  ot  citizens  169;  .Sal  is’  proclamation 
185;  Washimitoii  Union  respecting  idiiirch  revenues  f5; 
m.ariiaf  law  197.  208;  gen  Scott’s  proclamation  214,  ‘240; 
election  for  pre.sidcnt.  S.  Ahua’s  report  and  manifesto, 
proceeds  to  the  capital,  his  rccep'ioii,  fortification'',  Ma- 
zatlan  240;  Aztec  ruiii.s  ib;  runmrs  249,  250;  S.  Anna 
resigns  executive  power,  not  accepted  150.  273;  condi- 
lionOf.the  city  and  country  250;  address  clergy  of  San 
Luis,  to  the  city  of  Mexico  251 ; Santa  Anna’s  address 
on  Scott’s  proclamation  265;  arrests  Almonte,  resigna., 
removal  of  government  urged,  force  at  San  Luis,  Urrea 
272;  Santa  Anna’s  manifesto  on  resuming  power  277; 
rumors,  votes  for  presineiit  304,  328;  pubHcaiions  sup 
pressed  307;  correspondence  with  Mr.  'Prist  326;  con- 
gress summoned  327;  mediation  .3’28;  manifesto  of  sever- 
al states,  Alvarez  344;  spirit  of  the  Mexican  press  357; 
balilt;  of  Huajuilu  357;  Pacific  pons  375;  Valencia  reach- 
es .Mexico  with  reinforcements  394;  rumors  395-6;com. 
on  foreign  relations,  on  Mr.  'Prist’s  overtures  398;  mines 
401;  correEqioiidenoe  delecicd  by  Mexicans,  between  S. 
Anna  and  gen.  Scott  409-10;  B.  Anna  and  congress, 
conclusion  to  defend  the  city  410;  Pacheco’s  circular 
411-412;  S.  Anna  marches  to  meet  the  Aineri.  army 
416— [see  tear  loiVA  Mexico] 

Mexicans  of  Monclova  86;  males  and  females  of  N. 
Mexico  87 ; agriculture  of  88;  massacre  by  volun-  89 
Mexican  colors,  reach  Washington  208 

'Mexican  campaign,’  SG;  Mexican  mines  401;  Mexi- 
can names’  147;  Mexican  privateer,  capture,  the  Arica 
224;  j>’leased  274;  in  Mediterranean  258 

Mexican  tariff,  imposed  by  U.  S.  152;  estimate  of  pro- 
ceeds 185-6;  ‘a  friend  to  California’  209;  ‘Alta  California’ 
210;  esialilished  by  com.  Shubrick  245;  receipts  at 
Tampico  369;  war  tax  on  exports  from,  discontinued 
386;  [see  tariff] 

Miami  Chief  obit.  226;  Miquelon  Island,  trade  153 
Michigan— Sault  St.  Marie  canal  ib;  new  capital  163; 
breadstuffs  301;  trade  331;  stale  debt  and  finances  376; 
relief  to  Ireland  393 

Milioaukie  land  safe  336 

Mifflin,  gen.,  337;  Miles,  lieut.  c.)l..  dinner  to  272 
Military  academy — U.  S appio.jropri  ition  bill  passed 
2,  3;  app.  of  cadets  97;  board  of  visitors  240;  their  re- 
port 284;  Mr.  Mansfield’s  address  285;  London  Times 
contrasting  army  education  systems  2S6 

Militia,  of  N.  York,  of  Penn.  260 

Military  posts— on  route  to  Oregon  370 

Mineral  land  bill,  pas.sed  2;  Surveyors  appointed  274 
Mini,  coinage  at  N.  O-  263,  369 

il/inesofa  ferj'itorM,  bill  fai's  1;  houndarics  147;  name 

301 

Mississippi — name  of  Sll;  river  trade  263;  report  on 
novivaiion  und  trade  of  the  valley  of  346 

[State  cf,  school  reserv^itiori  bill  5;  gov.  A.  G.  Brown 
on  Wilmot  proviso  178;  death  of  U.  S.  senator  Speight 
192;  gen.  Jefferson  Davis  appointed  senator  210,,  416; 
ho  declines  noinination  for  governor  227;  adm,  state 
convention  _ 227 

— Volunteers — ^rett,irn  from  Mexico  244,  313;  gen.  Tay- 
lor taking  leave  of  266 

Missouri — rale  of  interest  32;  gen.  Ward’s  proclama- 
tion, war  against  the  Musquakte  Indians  81;  U.  Stales 
requisition  for  volunteers  206,  372,  338;  a legislator  elect 
compelled  to  serve  290;  Pla'fe  country  293 

Mitchell,  col,  ill  New  Mexico  174;  reaches  Saltillo, 
affairs  en  route  252 

Monclova,  surrender,  its  inhabitants  86 

Money  Markets,  176,  300 — [-oe  Trade  4'  Com. — see 
last  page  each  no .] — Money  matters  at  the  South  241 
Monterey,  description  71;  col.  Ormsbj ’s  offi.  repori, 
battle  of  101;  incident,  maj.  Mansfield  411 

Monlgomeru,  gen..  337;  Montevideo  3'2,  iZO;  Montreal 

320 

Morales,  gen.,  on  gen.  Scott’s  statement  19.9 

Morgan,  gen-,  337 

Morgan,  col.,  attacked  69,  70;  fight  at  Agua  Frio  132; 
official  report  151 

Moon,  the  Tycho  crater  246 

Moor,  capt.,  uibipe  tfi  408 

Morehead,  senator,  42;  declines  nomina'ion  2‘27 

IMormons.  (march  ol  U.  S.  battalion  37,  205;) — emi- 
grants 2(  6,  25  J;  rumor  of  imirders  242;  iiegmiaie  sale  ot 
temple  (not  consummated)  2al;  the  last  lea\es  Niiuvon 
231;  item  370 

Morpeth,  lord,  on  Araori.  relief  to  Ireland  401 

IMorris,  capt.,  offi.  leport  U.  Gordo  217 

N 

Navy — Maval  approprintionbiW,  surgeons  4 

French  naval  courtesy  245;  fleet  in  W.  1.  146 

Naval  appointments,  surgeons  145,  49;  court  martial 
20,  209;  court  of  inq.  371;  contract,  II  nnel  243;  ac- 
knowledgment. (official,)  to  seaman  J.  Richardson  291; 
engineers,  hoard  of  209 

Naval  Journal — [sec  each  no.] — items  33.  401 

Naved  operations — force  employed  at  Vera  Cruz  32; 
investment  of  6S;  o[)erations  109-10-11;  Alvarado  cap- 
tured by  lieut.  Hunter  1 14,  131;  sails  to  attack  Tuspan 
144;  capture  of  Tus[)an  187,191;  Tobasco  taken  322 
Naval  Steamers,  act  for  building  four  and  employment 
of  twelve  others  6;  the  act  32 

African  Squadron  209,  253,  258;  Brazil  Squad.  209 
Gulf  Squadron  20,  35,  66.  327,  336 

Mediterranean  Squadron  to  be  sent  209,  352-3 

, Purife  Squadron.  20,  134-6,  330 

' Naval  School,  49,  371;  list  of  graduates  387;  addition- 
al gradiiate.s  401 

Naval  officers— length  of  seryice  of  the  principal  253; 
rank  ol  pursers  ^ 209, 

Capt.  Aulick,  court  martial  209;  lieut.  E-  F.  Beale 
sword  and  epaulettes  to  ib;  com  Biddle,  visit  to  Japan 
49,  38;  orders  blockade  of  Pacific  ports  37;  commander 


Carpenter,  r.mtvt  m.iiiial  20;  com.  ’ Cosner,  [orders  fot 
laiulii.L'  at  V.  Cruz  116;  superced  'd  and  return,  hN 
lareu'ell  99;  dinner  fSS;  item  191;  cm.  Decatur  20,  401; 
lieut’ HniTtsoJi,  gallant  act  209,  371;  capt.  Geisinger , 
146;  lieut.  C.  G.  Hunter,  trip  from  N.  York  toiliegulf 
161 ; captures  Alvarado  114,146;  is  court  marlialed  166 
trial  and  reprimand  189;  declines  a proffered  sword  253; 
remarks  on  his  case  258;  silver  pitcher  pre.'ented  to  371 
c i\it.  Ap  Jones,  146,209;  com.  Kearney.  Gosport  yard 
209;  item  258;  lieut  ilihrfVi,  sword  to  401;  capt.  Mays^ 
official  report,  V.  Cruz  110;  captures  Talascoyn  2‘24; 
expe  lition  in  search  of  Jaraula  336;  reception  at  home 
371;  com.  Ferry,  orders,  atV.  Cruz  109;  official  report 
1 10;  official  report  surrender  of  Alvarailo  114;  .squadron 
that  .sailed  to  lake  it  131;  c.ase  of  lieut.  Hunter  189;  ex- 
pedition south  2 10.  orders  opening  certain  Mexican  ports 
and  liinckado  of  Yucatan  274,  386;  capiiire  of  Tobasco 
322,  357;  heat  Parker,  obit  371;  com  Reed  146;  mid. 
Rogers  36-7,  186,  2.53,  330,  338,  403;  escapes  416;  lieut. 
Shaw  compliment  to  253;  com.  Shubrick,  tariff  on  Mexi- 
can pons  219;  mid.  Shuhrick’s  remains  371,;  com.  Skin- 
ner 194;  com  Slor;klon  returning  370;  capt.  Storer  268, 
371;  C'lm.  Mi  lekeiizie  401 

Naval  Vessels — the  Albany  371;  steamer  Allegany 
49,  254.  258;  frigate  Boston  3;  Brandywine  339;  Boxer 
254;  Colimdiia  146;  Cyane  134;  Dale  135;  Dolphin  242; 
steamer  Hunter  20;  the  Jamestown  146;  arrives  at  Cork 
160;  reception  176,  197;  items  165,  209,  371,416;  Levant 
146;  Macedonian  1.  3;  propeller  Alarcy  371;  steamer 
Mississippi  20,  327  371,  401;  steamer  Missouri  254;  On- 
ka-hy  e 20;  Ohio  ship  of  the  line  20,  194,  209,  254,  290; 
the  St.  Lawrence  frigate  66;  steamer  Princeton  209, 
321;  Somers  66;  Raritan  33S;  St.  Marys  146;  Savannah 
371;  Shark  321;  frigaie  United  Stales  146,254,258;  the 
Warren’s  launch  321;  Water  Witch  371,  401 

U.  S.  Steamers — N.  Orleans  purchased  209;  Scourge 
(formerly  the  Bangor)  purchased  161;  the  Col.  Yell  371 
War  Steamers,  remarks  on  construction  of  253;  or- 
dered to  be  built  321,  371 

Names,  Mississippi  Minesola  301 

Nantucket,  carrier  pigeons  261;  sheep-shearing  355 

National  anniversary  289;  courtesies  145 

National  Presidential  eonven,.  165,  166,  334,  335  407, 
National  Medical  convention  161 

■ National  Observatory,  Astronomical  Inst,  243 

National  Washington  Monument  funds  257 

Navnjoe  Indians,  account  of  321 

Navigation,  of  James  river  5;[  British  act  suspended 
246;  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  report  on  346 
Negetiaiians — [see  Peace]  Neptune  new  planet  23 

New  Hamashire — elecnons  35,  65,  195,  211,  244;  con- 
stitutional election  320;  legislature,  governor’s  inaugural, 
244;  temperance  254;  finances  260;  session  closed  306; 
‘democratic’  convention  re.'olutions  339 

New  Jersey — a farmer  15.5;  temperance  272;  Chica- 
go conv  372;  Bonaparte’s  former  residence  sold,  centen- 
nial anniversary  Princeton  college  293;  meeting  nomi- 
nate gen.  Taylor,  his  reply  340 

New  Mexico — battle  of  El  Pnsso7, 16;  la  ws  establish- 
ed by  gen.  Kearney  48;  iusiirrection  72;  malesand  fe- 
malts  of  87;  killed  and  wounded  128;  grazing  224; 
items  273;  battle  Red  River  Canon  320;  the  country  336; 
[see  Santa  Fe] 

New  Orleans,  growth  of  248;  census  260;  commerce 
260,  263;3  description  ‘280;  foreign  sugar  imported,  stea- 
rrv't’s  289;  reception  of  returning  volunteers  302;  exports 
347;  yellow  fever  384,400,416 

Newspapers,  in  Wisconsin  195;  London  Times  301;  a. 
Norwegian  307;  in  California  330,  370;  editors  of,  at 
Chicago  conv.  333 

Newton,  Thos.  W.,  rep.  report  on  election  4;  seat  con- 
ferred 15;speech  on  army  offi.  bill  14;  Newton,  Thos.  3692 
New'York  slate — Hudson  river  railroad  20,  179;  rail- 
road siaiisiics  127;  pas-enger  la-v  155;  legisla.  adjourn, 
acts  passed,  judicial  districts  179;  democratic  conv.  179, 
195;  canal  siaiisiics  212  229,  263,  340;  Colonization 
Society  238;  election  of  judges  256,  279,  their  classifica- 
tion 279;  rniiiiia  260;  temperance  255;  hanks  collateral 
deposiles  263;  reci.ipls  and  expenditures  283;  executive 
.session  29’2;  trade  of  Buffalo,  liberty  party  conv.  340; 
Uiiea  wnnlleii  factory  370;  ancient  document  ' 413 

New  Yorkeity — election  112;  trade  195;  anniversaries 
236;  institution  for  the  blind  ‘2.39;  importations  265;  Chi- 
cago convention ‘2i)6;  emigrants  290,  337 ; churches  310; 
breadslufl'  320;  lobat?oo  trade  331;  strawberry  trade  340; 
dudes  collected  at  369 

Niagara  falls,  bridgu  160 

Niles,  Nathan,  rxccountoi  sen.  Wool’s  campaign  155 
Niles,  seualnr,  on  relief  to  Ireland  2;  Niles,  lieut  373 
Norfolk,  cxpin  ts  of  breailstuffs  64 

North  Caroi.ina — reception  of  the  president  245; 
State.  B:i'  k2(>3;  elpelioiis  384.  388;  return  of  volun  396 
Northwestn-n  Territory— pidge.  Burnet’s  notes  on  set- 
tleineni  of  242;  in  1787  and  in  1847  393 

Northwestern  Educatiot,al  Society  46 

Norwegians  in  Wisconsin  20;  newspaper  307 

Nourishment,  proportion  ol,  in  different  grains  246 
O 

O’Brien,  capt.,  official  repori,  B.  Vista  233 

O’Connell,  Daniel — dangerously  ill  63;  starts  for  Rome 
81;  at  Paris  129;  a mental  and  physical  wreck  162; 
death  of  256;  biog.  257,  259;  lament  of  Ireland  259;  his 
will  355;  funeral  at  Rome  391;  remains  404 

Ogleby.  Mr.,  massacred  198;  Oil  247 

Ohio,  state  of.  ‘black  laws’  20;  slave  case  decision  35; 
leather  trade  242;  Indian  corn  crop  229;  volunteers  re- 
turn 240;  legal  weight  of  grain  247;  EEcational  Soc. 
.■260;  ‘danger  of  starvation’  283;  stale  debt  375;  congr. 
nomi.  416 

Oliver,  W.,  dona. *62;  Ohnstead,  pro.,  on  lightning  338 
Orinoco  and  Apure,  rivers,  navigation  299 
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Oregon  territorial  hill,  proceedings  on,  I,  8,  3;  col. 
Denton’s  letter  to  people  of  148;  col  B.  on  222;  colon  i 
ZRtioj)  of  Vancouver,  Hudson  B ly  Co.  charter  274;  emi- 
gration to  289,  370;  inail-'  to  322,  368;  governor’s  mes- 
sage, legislature,  items  330;  military  posts  on  route  to 
370;  debt,  tow  boat,  appropriations,  officers,  memori- 
al to  congress  387 ; ‘Brii  ah  and  Atnerican’  402;  sundry 
facts  40“^ 

Ormsby,  col.,  official  report,  battle  Monterey  101 
Osage  Indians  274 — [see  Ind.  Jour.]  Oswego,  trade  300 
Ottoman  Porte,  bill  relative  to  treaty  4 

‘Out  government,'  remarks  on  164 

Owen,  R.  D.  Mr.  rep.,  surveyor  145 

P 

Pacheco,  Mexican  minister,  circular  40! 

Packet  ships,  improvements  in  385 

Pacific  and  Atlantic,  connection  of  152,  340;  mail 
steamers  299,  blockade  375 

Pakenha7n,  R.  hon.,  British  minister,  leaves  for  home 

145,  193,  290 

Palmerston,  lord,  on  Amer.  relief  to  Ireland  129;  bis 
‘warning’  speech  353;  ‘wliat  does  be  mean?’  377;  con- 
jectures 386;  Mr.  Bentinck’s  letter  387;  speech  on  relief 
to  Ireland  404;  letter  to  Mexican  minister  412 

‘Palmetto  regiment,'  sta  ements  230;  letter  231 

Paper,  capital  employed  in  manuf.  176 

Pardon  slave  trailer  145;  Parsons,  gen.  337 

Passengers,  difficulties  under  law  respecting  193;  sec. 
treasury’s  order  194 — [see  emigrants] 

Patents,  bill  proposed  4;  statistics  98;  in  Europe  153; 
in  France  386;  mediciiie  260 

Patterson,  gen.,  offi.  repo.,  V.  Cruz  143;  C.  Gordo 
16'^  183,  200;  public  dinner  to  299;  on  war,  peace  307 
Payne,  col.,  20;  Paupers  in  f'rance  260 

Peace— cabinet,  remarks,  Mexican  letter  21;  Webster 
on,  Mexican  predictions  22;  Atocha  reaches  V.  Cruz 
36;  reception,  return,  reports  respecting,  proposition  in 
Mex.  congress,  his  di  .spatches  37;  remarks  on  ‘the  mis- 
sion and  the  missioners’ 58;  projects  of  112;  Mr.  Trist, 
British  mediation  afforded 
160,  305,  328;  Mexican  notice  of  his  appointment  177; 


' v-j j developed 

25b;  rumors  that  Mexico  proposes  277;  speculations  re- 
specting 283,  288;  gen.  Scott  and  Mr.  Trist  289,  rumors 
&c.  304;  correspondence  between  Mr.  Trist  and  Mex 
govern.  326-7;  Republicano  on  336;  rumors.  Union’s 
remarks  341;  report  352;  Mex.  comm.''  of  foreign  rela 
on  Mr.  Trisi’s  propos  tions  398;  Wash.  Union  387,  399; 
contradictory  rumors,  corres-  gen.  Scott  and  S.  Anna 
relative  to,  intercepted  409;  S-  Anna  and  congress  410; 
Pacheco’s  circular  4j  j 

Pearce,  senator,  on  three  million  bill  4 

'Peep  at  the  olden  times'  30"2 

Penns  VLVANIA — loan,  nominations  20;  volunteers  82, 
272;  fugitive  slave  law  35,  177;  linances  179,  245,293,’ 
375;  debt,  Phila.  improvements  245;  a cave  245  260; 
temperance  255,-  militia  260;  indemnity  293;  tolls  320; 
capt.  Watts  372 

Perote,  taken  201;  Petersburg  390 

Peter,  capt.,  light  or  ‘flying  artillery’  co.  176 

P/tdadef/)tna— improvements  245;  trade  247;  nominn, 
presidency  j [2 

Pierce,  F-,  app.  brig,  gen-  1 ; reinforcements  303,  336 
341;  marches  with  3000  men  373;  returns  to  V.  C 352 
attacked  by  guerrillas.  Smith’s  brigade  .sent  to  meet  39l 
Pillom,  gen.,  atC.  Gordo  167;  report  215;  return  185 
208;  address  ol  T-mn.  vol.  231;  his  reply  270;  col  Has 
kellbH  rejond.  to  315,-  leaves  N.  O.  for  V.  Cruz  264;  leaves 
V.  O.  with  reinforcements,  skirmish  297,  307;  letter  307- 
complaints  336;  despatclies  taken  374 

Piracy,  bill  to  piimsh,  passed  2,  5;  Pirates  259 

Pitcairn's  Island  370;  Pittsburg  trade  300;  Plympton, 
col.,  repo,  ^ttle  C.  Gordo  218;  Platte  country  rWn  293 
Polk,  J.  -K-  see  Pres.  V.  S.]-Polk,  Mr.,  charge  re 
turns  from  Naples  ® 257 

Poland— Russian  te  deum  130,-  John  Tysosowski  304 
Poor  fares,  of  Ireland  154;  Pope-[see  Italy-Rome] 
cla^Sd  ■ of  Russia  130;  ol  U.  States 

Porcelain  tower,  China 

Ports  of  entry,  bill  3;  Portland,  trade 

44;  items  160, 

-27,  intervention  260;  fleet  surrenders  to  the  British  292 
Item 

337,  ounce  letter  101 ; Post  office  bill  2,  3,  4,  5;  Past  of- 

fceregulaiions  33-,  Sritish  post  office  1^2 

Potato,  crop  64,  3i4;  scientific  inquiry  ordered  291, 
production  and  consuuipiiori  of  300 

Poi^H,  artist,  1,  5;  145;  Powell  and  Maxey,  fate  ot 
Power.  Maurice,  m.  p.  355;  Prentice,  Mr.,  speech 
to  returning  volun.  ’ *^  000 

® ’ ^ ="'>-espondence  with  col 

of  Texas27-°cw«^^  message  on  annexation 

ot  lexas  27,  corres.  war  depart,  and  gen.  Taylor  50- 
corres.  relative  to  exacting  tariff  in  Mexican  93- 
pardon  146;  tour  to  N.  Carolina  161,  208-9;  return  22!’ 
2°73;  re“  Wath^^®"’’  at  Bait.  257;  at  N . y! 

respon'Uflfty“of'choosinrrrX®''‘'''‘°"®‘^^ 

Presidericy-co\.  Benton’s  note,  no  candidate  I2A 
nominated,  his  reply  ‘2-25;  item  210;  gen.  TaXr  nomi’ 
nated  in  Iowa  9i;  sundry  movements  in  his^favor  112 
128;  his  letter  to  gen.  Butler  128,  135;  letter  to  vob  Baton 
Rouge  193;  reply  to  editor  Cincin  Sis  ‘238-  fiie  <s: 
editorial  395;  to  the  whig  meeting  at  Trenton,  to  the^lfi 


408 

302 

375 

192 


166 


J.  Native  Amer.  340;  to  Dr.  Delony  389;  to  Lansinburg 
333;  letter  334,  Taylor  meetings,  ‘spontaneous  combus- 
tion,’ Union’s  denunciations  for  proposing  him  138,  294, 
333;  J.  C.  Calhoun’s  letter  210;  Wash.  Union  and  Bos. 
Post  on  union  of  the  democrao  , spirit  of  public  press 
335;  Maryland  336;  movements  in  sundry  states  294; 
Monterey  anniversary  352,  361-2,  ‘Rough  and  Ready 
club’ &.C.  334;  ‘Liberty  Parly,’ ‘Liberty  League,’& ‘Na- 
tional Reform  Association,’  proceedings  and  nomina- 
lions295,341;  Georgia  Adm.  convention  294;  gen.  Hous* 
ton  210;  gen.  Worth,  T.  Corwin  416;  gen.  'Washington, 
when  nominated  334 

Price,  cn|..  81 ; official  report  121;  item  192;  [see  S-  Fe] 
Printing,  [01  congress  241,  393;  Hoe’s  press  113;  in 
California  134;  Caxion  414 

Prisoners — taken  by  Mexicans  16;  Borland,  Gaines, 
Clav  &c.,  208;  letter  irom  215;  items  240,  250;  detained 
at  Huajutla,  De  Russey’s  expedition  336;  escape  and  ar- 
rival of  eight  342;  letter  from  Barbour  343,  395;  Mexi- 
can officers  taken  at  C.  Gordo  173,  183-4 

Protective  Policy,  J.  Buchanan  on  181 

Providence — trade  300 

Prussia — diet  summoned  65;  assemble  160;  king’s 
speech  163;  remarks  ihereon  208;  proceedings  and  ad- 
dress of  the  diet  210,  325;  education  163,  relations 
with  China  195;  steamers  to  U- S.  ‘272;  differential  du- 
ties, emigration  Amer.  292; 

Public  debt,  310 — [see  dcH]  Public  deposit es  145,209 
Public  lands — bill  granting  to  Madison  la.,  passed  3; 
n Wisconsin  307;  sale  at  Milwaukie  336;  at  Dixon  III. 
337;  sales  of  384 — see  land  survey  of  mineral  274 

Puebla — partially  evacuated  198;  taken  by  gen.  Worth 
224;  item  249;  his  report  275;  force  at  277;  description 
of,  gen  Scott  detaiiiecj  at  344,  letter  from  416 

Puebla  Indians  at  Taos  216 

Pursers,  rank  of  209;  Putman,  gen  337 

Pyles,  dr.  A.,  obit.  192 

Q 

Quarrier,  capt.  M.,  testimonial  to  281 

Quitman,  gen.,  at  C.  Gordo  183 

R 

Railways— the  Hudson  20,  179;  statistical  tables  of. 
Germany  123;  in  France  125;  in  N.  York  127;  in  U- 
States  177;  Balt.  & Ohio  179;  Europi  an  projects  228; 
eastern,  ‘connecting  link’ 331;  dividends  263;  iron  113 
Receipts  and  esmen  145;  Real  estate  owned  by  U.  S. 
at  auction  337;  Re  coining  the  currency  145 

Recruiting,  ciroul.^r  66;  members  177;  orders  389 
Reed,  Joseph,  zen.  Washingtoi  ’s  military  sect.  415 
Relaxation  and  recreation  iOO  Religi.  Soc.,  ann'i.  236 
Reporters  of  debates,  resolution  passed,  proceedings  3 
Representatives  of  Foreign  govts.,  at  Wash.  241 

Republic,  education  for  the  , 261 

Revenue.  U.  S.,  failure  of  all  the  bills  lor  increase  of 
I;  proceedings  in  senate  3;  receipts  17;  from  steamers 
209;  receipts  under  former  and  present  tariff  337;  last 
quarter  352,  386 

Revolutionary  Officers,  closing  scenes  of  life  837 

Revolutionary  reminiscences,  judge  Law’s  speech,  1) 
Webster’s  speech  268 

Rhett,  R.  B.  declines  re-election,  speech  179 

Rhode  Island — divisional  line  148,  306;  temperance 
255;  election  416 

jRicftnrdjon,  Jo/in,  official  acknowl.  to  291 

Ritchie,  TAos.,  resolution  to  reinstate,  proposed  3;  Ire 
laud  23;  Ritchie  ^ Heiss  115 

Right  of  search  and  of  suffrage,  Mr.  Calhoun  on  148 
Right  of  way  for  a canal  through  isthmus  161 

Rt/ey.  Col.,  official  report  battle  C.  Gordo  217;  Rio 
Frio  Pass  249;  Rio  Janeiro  229, 266;  Rio  La  Plata,  me- 
dial'on  attempted  292 

River  and  Harbor  bill,  failure  of  1 — [see  Chicago  Con  ] 
Rogers,  mid.,  at  Perote  36-7;  item  186;  escape  416 — 
[see  Navy  officers] 

Rome — troubles  at  Cessenaiteo,  communism,  Aus- 
trian inachenatioiis  229;  attempt  to  assassinate  popi 
Pius  192;  proceedings  it;  constquence  292;  publications 
suppressed,  national  representation  227;  reforms,  dis- 
putes with  Austria  292;  O’Connell’s  funeral,  popular 
ferment  391 

Rowland,  cap.  J T.,  U.  S.  A.,  sword  to  400;  Royalty, 
European  129;  Ruff,  cap.,  affair  with  Mexicans  416 
Rules,  the  17ih  suspended  3 

Rush,  Rich  , appoiu.  minister  to  France  16;  dinner  to 
129.  177,  206;  sails  273 

Russia — telegraphs  interdicted,  war  64;  emperor  pur 
chases  stock  129.  228;  te  deum  for  happiness  of  Poland 
ordered,  knout  abolished,  punishment  for  bankruptcy 
St.  Petersburg  130.  390;  item  208;  gold  mines  2-28,  407; 
emancipation  29‘2;  grain  300;  items  955;  fire  Kasan  406 
S 

Sabbath,  of  Jews  310;  funerals  on  31  J;  scene  323 
Sacramento,  baide  at  132,  171;  Salas  Procla.  185 

Santa  Anna,  gen.,  moves  from  San  Luis,  speculations 
as  to-his  object  16;  summons  to  gen.  Taylor  to  surren- 
der 68;  letter  after  battle  69;  bis  official  account  of  bat- 
tle B.  Vista  80,  117;  addresson  the  fall  of  V.  Cruz,  on 
inarching  from  San  Luis  to  capital,  inaugural  136,  168. 
determined  on  war  137, • address  on  quitting  capital  to 
meet  gen.  Scott  168;  totally  defeated  at  G.  Gordo  160;  his 
whereabouts  185;  his  pass  192,  209;  resigns  executive 
power  (not  accepted)  250;  his  offi.  notice  of  gen.  Scott’.s 
proc.  265;  resignation  and  manifesto  on  resuming  ex 
ecu'ive  power  277-8 — [see  Mexico — TVar  with  Mexico] 
Santa  Fe — letter  from  7;  conspiracy  22,  81,  difficul- 
ties, jieiil.  Alberts’  return,  gov.  Bent  murdered,  battle  of 
Bracito  37;  insurrection  38;  lieut.  Peck  205;  items  266 — 
[see  Neiu  Mexico  4rc.] 

St.  Clair,  gen.,  337;  St.  Domingo,  com.  agent  129 
San  Gabriel,  battle  at  115 

St.  Lawrence  Rfecr— tunnel  sug.  160;  naviga  act  310 


St.  Louis — boVnbshells  241;  growth  of  248;  fires  272’ 
reception  returning  volunteers  316-17-18;  report  on  na" 
vigalion  346;  stanstics,  trade,  imports  350;  assesments® 
3ol;  St.  Louis  River,  379,  383 

San  Juan  D'Ulloa,  castle,  description  of  82-3;  histori- 
cal account  of  98;  surrenders  81,  107;  articles  of  capit- 
ulation 110;  taking  possession  of  146;  improvements  151;  ' 
the  jFrench  attack  on  254;  St,  Pierre,  island,  trade  153 
Sioux  Indians  321;  Sault  St.  Marie,  ship  channel 
15;  occurrence  261 

Sausages,  shipped  for  England  152,  ‘229 

Shenck,  Mr.  rep.,  speech,  army  officer  bill  14 

Schools — national,  in  Ireland  155;  Connecticut  163 
Schuyler,  gen.,  337 

Scotland — famine  22;  relief  for  48,  139;  currency 
movement  195;  Dr  Chalmers  funeial  &.c.  ,325 

Scott,  gen. — leaves  Brazos  for  Tampico  16;  general 
orders  no.  20  49;  official  report,  landing  at  Vera  Cruz, 
corres.  relative  to  foreigners  96;  orders  on  occupying  V. 

C.  100;  capitulation  106;  orders  no.  80  87;  government 
V.  C , orders  no.  91,  disposition  for  marching  interior 
141 ; offi.  reports  of  his  subordinates  142;  his  proclama- 
tion 150;  remarks  iliereon  210,  214,  289;  orders  no  94, 
transporta tihn  &c.  killed  and  wounded  159;  report,  battle 
C.  Gordo  186;  available  force  250,  264;  preparations  for 
advancing  on  the  c.npiial  275;  detained  for  want  ot  force 
and  supplies  308,  35‘2;  forces  under  373;  Mr.  Trist  and 
289,^89;  the  Was.  Union  and  305,  341;  letter  to  Mr. 
Fillmore  399 — [see  TVar  with  Mexico] 

Secretary  of  Navy — instructions,  tariff  in  Mexican 
ports  95;  tour  to  N.  Caro.  161  — [see  Noey] 

Secretary  of  State — tour  273;  return  386;  letter  to 
Mexican  minister,  foreign  affairs  326 

Secretary  of  IVeasury — on  exacting  contributions  from 
Mexico  93;  proctcdings  on  bounties  98,  113,  93; 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  under  pre- 
sent and  former  tariff  337;  money  mailers  at  the  south 
241;  orders  modifying  tariff  on  Mexico  242;  tour  386;  at 
Boston  388 

Secretary  of  War — letter  to  the  president  50;  letter  to 
gen.  Taylor  i6;  tour  40l 

Secret  service  money — [see  three  Million  Bill] 

Senate  U S.,  stale  of  parties  in  388 

Senators  U.  S.,  Ctdhoun,  Benton,  Houston  210;  Jeff. 
Davis  appointed  210,416  , 

Seneca  Indians,  321;  return  of,  deplorable  condition 
389;  SeraZoo,  b ittle  of,  offi.  rep.  131;  Seward,  ex  gov. 
reply  invitation  to  a dinner  154;  Shark  fishing  352; 
Sheep  in  U.  S.  331;  Nantucket  shearing  355;  Sherman, 
capt.  report,  battle  B.  Vista  233 

Shields  gen.,  wounded  at  C.  Gordo  160,  167,  188;  re- 
covering 198;  Shubrick,  mid.  funeral  400 

Shipping,  owned  in  each  slate,  number  built  282,  248, 
261;  built  for  last  forty  years  282;  Ship  biscuit  195 
Ship  fever  22i,  400;  Shipwreck  386 

Sibald  vers.  U.  States,  damage  case  161;  Silver  mines, 
in  Sweden  130;  at  Konigsburg  331 

Sims,  Mr.  rep-,  on  army  offi.  bill  14;  Simmons.  T.;  199 
Slavery — abolishinoin  French  colonies  129  210;  Da- 
nish colonies  230;  Russia,  Egypt  292;  slavers  captured 
242,  339,  371;  trader  pardoned  145,  192;  Slave  cases, 
legal  decision,  Ohio,  Pennsyl.,  legislature  35;  at  N iaga- 
ra  323;  Brazilian  3‘2I;  in  Mexico  339;  Slave  Question, 
Mr.  Benton  on  223;  reso.  legis.  Maine,  N.  Hamp  , Ohio 
339;  Mr.  Calhoun’.-^  letter,  comments  339;  [see  AioKtion 
— Liberty  party — TVilmol  Proviso] 

Slave  trade,  cape  Mount  65;  massacre  130;  sch.  En- 
terprize  370 

Smo/Zpoa:,  among  Chippewas  93;  Snags  349 

Smith,  gen.  P.  F-,  report.  C.  Gordo  143, 183 

Smith,  Gerrit.  nominated  for  presidency  295;  political 
creed  297;  Smith,  rev.  Sidney,  on  war  302 

Soldiers  bounties,  speculators  harvesting  on  298 

Soule,  senator,  compli'iieniary  dinner  144;  speech  147 
South  America,  48, 1‘29,  130,  M.  D Ossory  163;  stea- 
mers for  180 

South  Carolina— reception  of  Mr.  Calhoun  20;  Mr. 
Rhett,  speech  179;  manufactures  260;  bequest  260;  in- 
struction. colored  people  310;  Cliarleston  college  376— 
[see  Palmetto  Reg.] 

Sowers,  col.,  massacre,  despatches  captured  249 

Spain — 8],  64,  192,  227,  325,  406;  release  of  Ameri. 
vessel  274 

Seapker  H.  R.,  vote  of  thanks,  valedictory  7 

Specie — by  the  ton  144;  arriving  from  Europe  176; 
items  248,  304;  U.  S.  transfers  of  320;  statistics  401 — 
[see  last  page  each  nod 

height,  senator,  death  of  192;  l^encer,  J.  C.,  speech 
at  Chicago  365;  Spirit  of  the  Mexican  press  357 

Staff  officers. gen.  Old.  66;  Stampedes  281 

States  OE  THE  Union — VViscunsin  as  anew  35;  di- 
visional line  Mass  and  R.  Island  148;  bill  to  pay  advan- 
ces made  by,  to  volunteers  2;  State  Bank  of  III.  280 
State  debts — Mar’.land  resiinipiiou  20;  ihe  act  for  62; 
Indiana  211,  376;  Illinois  246,  280,  293  376;  Penn.  245; 
Texas  293;  Kentucky  307;  Ohio,  Michigan  376 

— Lord  Palmerston’s  ‘warning’  353,  377;  ‘the  law’ns  per 
London  Times  377 

Steamers — act  for  building  and  employing  32;  their 
construction  321;  French  line  65:  the  'Pw-  ed  97;  New 
Grenada  130;  for  the  Orinoco  180;  revenue  209;  new 
lines  224,  241,  289;  the  Washington  253,  289,  324,  353; 
the  Sianton,  the  Alleghany  254;  the  Philadelphia  353; 
Sarah  Sands  324;  numerous  385;  postage  337,-  the  Great 
Britain  401 

Steamboats — on  Ihe  Rio  Grande  299;  the  Chippewa 
256;  Financier,  Star  Spangled  Banner  289;  built  at  Cin- 
cinnati 340;  cost  of  running  on  western  wa'ere  347; 
number  snnaged  348;  arrivals,  passengers  &c-  350;  river 
navigation  351;  Steam  power,  its  results  385;  Steam 

ploughing  2b6i  Steam  propulsion,  MT.PaitkhatBt  254 


INDEX. 


vn 


Steele,  Mr.,  speech,  repeal  assoc.  356;  Sterling,  lord, 
337;  Steiiban,  baron,  337 

Stevenson,  col.,  401 

Stewart.  A.  Mr.  rep.,  on  revenue  under  newtariflT4; 
speech  at  Chicago  conven.  345 

Stockton,  com.,  offi.  report  133-4,  205;  Strawberry, 

trade  N.  Y.  310;  Sturgeon,  liout.,  obit.  395 

Stuyue.taiit,  P.,  obit.  400 

Sub-treasury,  procee.  on  supple.  1,  3,  6;  operations  of 
402;  Sublette,  Sol  P.,  trip  to  Santa  Fe  174 

Sugar — culiivation  in  Mexico  S3;  in  Texas  195;  im 
ports,  N.  Orleans  299 

Sullivan,  Sen.,  331  ■,  Susquehanna  river  248 

Sumai  Indians  3'2l;  Suwi/ner*,  maj , at  C.  Gordo  183 
Summers,  Geo.,  letter  to  Lamartine  312 

Surgeons,  new  regts.  66;  orders  nssigning  duty  274 
Switzerland — general  council  64;  famine  173;  offers 
volun.  192;  einiera.  to  III.  260;  cantons  and  popular 
squabbles  292,  325;  ‘popular  as.sociation,’  women  organ- 
ized as  mililaiy  407 

T 

Tahiti,  conqured  227;  Talascoya,  taken  by  capt  Mayo 
224;  2'a/6ot,  lieut.,  81 ; Tuos,  Indians  at  226 

2'umpico,  reports  21;  pic  nic  151;  port  opened  274;  in- 
surrection 277;  preparations  f .r  defence  307,336;  alarm, 
requisilion  352;  duties  collected  at,  369;  items  410,  416 
Tariff — proceeilings  on  supple,  to,  of  1846  4;  tobacco 
102;  discriminaling  duties  106;  ad  valorem  152;  impor- 
ted under  289;  H.  Clay’s  letter  290;  revenue  rec.  337. 
369,  386;  Mr.  Smith  on  386;  toast  269 

Tariff  exacted  on  Mexico  by  order  of  president  U.  S. 
152;  proceeds  estimated  185-6;  comments  on  209-10-10; 
modificaiion  of  242;  certain  ports  opened  274;  items 
284;  Cuba  321;  ordered  by  com.  Shubrick  219 

Taylor,  gen.,  resol.  of  thanks  trom  H.  Rep.  amended 
in  senate  2;  adopted  by  5;  sword  voted  to,  by  Virginia 
20;  corres.  with  dept,  of  war  50,  75,  90;  letter  prior  to 
battle  B.  Vista  60;  despatches  announcing  the  battle, 
reply  to  Santa  Anna’s  summons  to  surrender  68;  ‘fixing 
responsibility,’ general  orders  after  baitle  82;  Union  on 
83;  shots  84;  Union’s  statement  of  forces  under  90; 
letter  to  H.  Clay  98;  pursuit  or  Urrea  112;  offi.  report 
battle  B.  Vista  115;  reports  of  his  officers  202;  letter  to 
gov.  Lincoln  243;  report,  maj  Chevallie’s  explora- 
tion 202;  distribution  of  forces  250;  list,  volunteers  terms 
expiring  251;  forces  under  264;  Scott’s  victory  of  C. 
Gordo  265;  taking  leave  of  Miss  vols.  266;  orders,  vol 
under  342;  reply  to  Mexican  inquiries  how  'he  war  was 
to  be  conducted  341 

— movements  in  favor  of,  for  presidency,  nominated  by 
whigs  of  Iowa  97;  claimed  as  a 'democrat,’  speculations 
as  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  course,  nominated  at  Harrisburg 
Pa  , at  Philadelphia  112;  his  letter  to  gen.  G.  W.  But- 
ler 128,  135;  Taylor  meeting,  ‘spontaneous  combustion' 
128;  Mass,  resolutions  19i-5;  life  of  229;  nominated 
by  whig  gubernatorial  conv.  of  Maryland  256,  reply  to 
editor  of  Cinctn.  Sig.  288;  that  editor’s  letter  to  294;  nom- 
inated liy  ‘democrats’  at  Harrisburg,  by  public  meeting 
at  Raleigh  N.  C.,  by  whig  state  conv.  of  Georgia  2.94; 
commenis  of  public  journals  on  the  Sig.  corres.  i6;  reso. 
of  the  admin,  conv.  1st  dis.  Alabama  306;  reply  to  a 
gentleman  of  Lansiiigburg,  spirit  of  public  journals  333 
4-5;  letter  from  335;  Maryland  sentiments  336;  reply  to 
meeting  at  Trenton  to  N.  J.  Na.  Am.  conven.  340;  din- 
ner at  Monterey  352,362;  nominated  by  whig  conv.  2d 
cong.  dis.  La.  375;  letter  to  Dr.  Delony  389 

Taylor,  capt.  F.,  report  battle  C Gordo  201 

'Tea  and  coffee,  proceedings  on  bill  to  tax  4;  e-xports  of 
from  Canton  300 

Telegraphs,  forbid  in  Russia  64;  abuse  of  272 

Temperance  reform.  Sandwich  Ishands  97;  Amer.  T. 
Uhion  238,  254;  British  revenue  from  spirits  255;  Vi. 
Vole  on  licenses  260;  reasons  for  drinking  302 

Temple  of  Diana,  discovery  of  vessels  261;  Temple  of 
the  Sun,  at  Baalbeck,  de.=troved  355 

Te.nnes-see — election  352,  388,  416;  agricultural  pro- 
ducts 306;  iron,  congressional  307;  improvement  cmven. 
400;  volunteer.",  address  231;  return  of  240,244 

Texas— bill  to  pay  claims  against  2;  maj.  Chevalier 
100;  Cerman  colony  179;  their  Canianche  Ireaiy  ‘274; 
poisoning  affair  179,  211,  246;  crops  195,  246;  Auslin 
suit  228;  Mr.  Tyler’s  letter  on  annexa.  267;  Mr.  Upshur, 
Mr.  Green  and  Rich.  Whig  on  do.  ‘287;  col.  Benton  do, 
222;  debt  293;  volunteers  246;  Rangers  372 

Threemillion  bill — in  H.  Rep.,  proposed  as  amend, 
appropriation  bill  5,  6;  Wilmot  proviso  attached,  proviso 
and  amend,  rejected,  bill  passed  6;  senate  proceedings 
on,  1,  2,  3,  5;  signed  16;  col  Benton’s  speech  24;  sena- 
tor Davis  28;  Mr.  Webster’s  40;  gen.  Cass’  41 

Tibbatts,  Mr,  rep  , on  tariffbill  4;  Tipton,  licut.,  obit. 
395;  Taos,  battle  at  120, 121 

Tobacco  trade — gen.  Chapman’s  speech  102;  statistics 
103-4;  of  Baltimore  248;  N.  York  331;  Frenci  monop- 
oly  lo2  229 

Tabasco — capture  of  303,  322;  affair  near  374,  342; 
evacuated  396 

Tod,  David,  appo.  minis  to  Brazil  1, 16,  160, 257;  sails 
290;  Tolcotl,  maj.,  report,  battle  C.  Gordo  218 

Tonnage,  ol  the  several  nations  282 

Totten,  col.,  offi.  report,  V.  Cruz  143;  Townly  estate  160 
2'racl  Society,  contributions  212;  anni.  238 

Trade  and  Commerce — European  markets  62-3;  Bal- 
timore, fruit,  sausages  &,c.  to  England  152;  Miquelon, 
St.  Pierre  153;  foreign  measures  for  grain,  Zollverein, 
cotton,  linen  and  woollen,  Danish  reg.,  Orinoco,  Mon- 
treal, St  Lawrence  180;  J.  Buchanan  on  protective  po- 
licy 181;  Birkenhead  dock  charges  195;  Russian  empe- 
ror in  slock  market,  British  exports  228,  230;  navigation 
act,  of  London  and  Liverpool,  balance  of  trade  246; 
consular  returns  of  vessels  at  foreign  ports  273;  Jalapa 
fruit  281;  British  consumption  of  rhw  materials  in  manf. 


and  exports  of  manuf.  282;  differential  duties  292;  lord 
Ashburton  on  crisis  311;  senator  Lewis  on  free  trade 
314;  California  331;  failures  in  Europe  340;  com.  and 
industrial  policy  of  France,  cause  of  reduction  of  duties 
in  England  360;  canaL  from  Durance  to  Marseilles 
opened  391;  in  England  &c.  405-6;  Austria  407;  pro- 
posed connection  of  the  two  oceans  152,  340;  ship  clinn- 
nel  at  Sault  St.  Marie  153 

Breadstuffs  64;  exports  of,  value  U.  S.  crops  180; 
borne  and  foreign  markets  181,  300;  diiiieson,  suspen- 
ded ill  Canada  195;  required  by  and  exported  from  Eng- 
land 228,  230:  items  i6;  avalanche  of  246;  decline  in  pri- 
ces 263,  282;  flour  for  market  263;  British  import  282;  her 
coiisiimpiion  of  233;  N.  Y.  receipts  and  exports  of  ib; 
British  markets  299;  from  Russia  300;  prices  European 
demand  339;  exports  340 

Money  Malle'S,  &,o..  editorial  196,  223  — [see  last  page 
respective  nos. — see  Banks  —Loans] 

[See  Colton,  Ice,  Tariff,  Tobacco,  Rice,  Lend.  Hemp.] 
— Lake  trade  15'2;  direct  with  the  Atlantic  265;  wool 
330,  331,  340;  coal  331;  d imesiic  goods  180;  leather 
212;  Indian  corn  329;  fruit  t6;  statisiios  of  western  248; 
Albany  195;  Boston  301;  Buffalo  300,  329  340;  Balti. 
301  ;N.  Orleans  160,  263;  N.  York ‘264  283,  311  331. 
340;  N.  York  canals  112,  212,  320,  340;  [see  Phila] 
Pitlslmrg  301;  St  Louis  350;  the  Mi.ssissinpi  ‘263,  316 
Michigan  city  331;  Portland  375;  canals  263;  ship  buil- 
ding2GI;  building  statistics 282;  tonnage  statistics  ib 
Trails  of  Amer.  character  290;  Transportation,  cost  of, 
by  river  &c.  347;  2'ieason,  trials  for,  in  N.  Mexico  17‘2-3 
Treasury  notes,  outstanding  17, 2’24,  289;  decline  386, 

400 

Tribute  to  the  brave — reception,  returning  volunteers  a l 
N.  Orleans  313-14; 

2'rist,Mr.,  113  reaches  N.  Orleans  19'2;  Vera  Cruz 
198;  treaty  scene  at  Jalapa,  instructions  &c.  256;  ru- 
mors respecting  peace  283;  difficulties  with  gen.  Scon 
289,  389;  corres.  with  Mexicans  32G;  report  Mexican 
committee  o I foreign  relations  on  his  overtures  398;  ill- 
!ss  399 

Trogillo,  A.,  tried  for  treason  172 

2'unnel,  under  St.  Lawrence  river,  proposed  160 

Turkey — items  130, 160;  relief  to  Ireland  192;  evidence 
of  reform  288;  differences  with  Greece  325 

2\irnbull,  maj.,  batile  C.  Gordo  183 

Tuspan.  144;  captured  187.  194;  depot 277; descrip.  304 
jPuiiggs,  geii  , offi.  report.  Vera  Cruz  143;  Jalapa  163; 
CerioGordo  186,199 

Tyler,  ex-president,  at  Richmoiia  190;  letter  on  an- 
nexation of  Texas  267 

U 

Underwood,  senator,  R.  B.,  elected  29;  Vpham,  senator, 
3 million  bill  2;  Upshur,  Geo  , statement,  Texas  topic  287 
Urrea,  gen,  272,  288,309 

Utica,  woollen  factory  375 

V 

Van  Buren,  ex-president,  letter  to  Chicago  conv.  309 
Valencia,  sen,  22,  36,  308 — [se.e  Mexico] 

Vancouver's  Island,  colonization  project  274,  291 
Vattemare,  A,  revisits  us  242;  exchanges  brought 

Leverrier’s  letter  290;  letter  from  305 

Vaughn,  E M,  blog.  364;  La  Vega,  gen,  22;  at  Vera 
Cruz  185 

Vera  Cruz — condition  of,  blockade  22;  prepara,  for 

atiackiiig  32;  condition  36,  37;  invested  68;  bombard, 
and  sur.  81;  seigeof  81,  96,  100-1;  gen  Scott’s  orders 
on  occupying  100;  official  report  of  capitulation  and 
surrender  107-10;  diary  of  theseige  122;  taking  posses- 
sion 123;  killed  and  wounded  132;  Mexicans  evacua.  S. 
Anna’.s  address  thereon,  road  to  Mexico  136;  Scott’s 
orders,  reports  of  his  officers  14‘2;  Conner’s  orders  lor 
landing  146;  sickness  at,  army  march  for  the  interior 
144;  gen  Worth  appoints  col  Wilson  governorof  gen 
Worth  joins  the  army  i6;  hospitals,  British  notions  as 
to  taking  162;  Yankeeizing  of  185;  yellow  fever  197; 
Morales’  siatement  199;  heat,  fever,  train  under  McIn- 
tosh leaves  264;  port  opened  274;  force  at,  sickness, 
dead  and  wounded  brought  in  from  the  train  276-7;  ex- 
haustion of  the  troops,  Tuspan  to  be  substituted  for,  as  a 
depot  277;  vo'nito  288,297;  guerrillas  16;  items  293;  less 
than  300  in  garrison,  rumors,  vomito  307-S-68;  general 
orders 374;  items 409;  vessels  lost  111 

ViRGl.N'iA — honor  to  gen  Taylor  and  others,  inter- 
nal improvements  20;  resolutions  respecting  Wilmot 
proviso  39;  elections  113,  144,160,  176,192,  280,  306 
368;  royal  patent  to  Mr.  Brent  212;  boundary  306;  vol- 
unteers 342,  372 

Vermont — wheat  trade  246;  temperance  254;  vote  on 
licenses  260;  nominations  306,  375;  university  306 
Vessel*  lost  HI,  195 

Vice  President  pro  tern,  D.  R.  Atkinson  1 

Volcanic  eruption — Cape  de  Verd  407 

Volti^ueurs,  regiment,  account  ot  161 

Volunteers — requisitions  for  6000  additional,  the  re- 
turning, cause  146,  198;  the  Maryland  179;  pay  188; 
under  gen  Scult,  whose  time  expires  192;  return  230, 244; 
iJinois,  prompt  compliance  with  requisition  244;  term 
expires  251;  discharge  Batimore  battalion  257;  cadet 
286;  speculators  harvesting  on  bounties  ‘298;  return  of 
the  Georgia  and  Alabama  299;  reception  at  N.  Orleans 
302,  313;  Mr.  Prentiss’  speech  302;  Mr.  Marshall’s 
speech  303;  reception  at  St.  Louis  316;  under  gen  Tay- 
lor, the  Virginia  342,  372;  requisition  on  Missouri  for 
adffitional,  Maryland  battalion  372;  return  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, of  Indiana  373;  general  orders,  recruiting 
service  389;  requisition  for  more  388;  return  ot  the  N. 
Carolina  396;  requisilion  on  Illinois,  their  regiments  filled 
416;  “Old  Europe  and  Young  America’’  416 

W 

Wabash  valley  246;  Walter,  John,  obit,  notice  495 
Walker,  capt.,  dragoons  arrives  al  Vera  Cruz  198;  re- 


taliates on  guerrillas  277 

War — Sidney  Smith  on  302 

War  department,  regulations  relative  to  bounty  lands 
145;  general  orders,  recruiting  service  389 

War  expenses  in  India  21 1 

WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Senator  J.  M.  Clayton’s  account  of  commencement 
of  24;  gen  Houston  on  conducting  the  132;  new  regi- 
ments of  regulars  146  [see  army  jour. ;]  assurances  "of 
the  ‘Union,’  that  sufficient  forces  will  be  in  time  for  Scott 
and  Taylor,  requisition  for  6000  .additional  volunteers 
146;  Corwin’s  letter  on  the  177;  col  Benton’s  remnrks 
on  the  223;  posture  of  the  several  armies  283;  letter  of 
an  officer  231;  Connecticut  resolutions  306;  ’Union’ on 
reinforcements  307;  forces  in  the  field  327-328:  “The, 
and  its  generals”  341 

Gen.  Butler  reiurns  to  N Orleans— his  remarks  on  the 
20;  Gov.  Williamson  the  245 

Brownson’s  Quarterly  Review  on  the  410;  Washing. 
Union  oil  the  whig  party  t6;  N.  Hamp.  Statesman  411; 
N.  Y.  Courier  412 

AR.MY  OF  THE  NORTH,  (OR  WEST.) 

Operations  in  New  Mexico  7;  deaths  8;  revolution  at 
Santa  Fe  ‘22;  gov  Bent  killed,  state  of  affairs,  lieut  Al- 
bert march  of  Mormon  battalion  37;  gen  Kearnv’scode 
of  law.s  for  New  Mexico  48;  battle  of  Braci'o  71;  insur- 
rection 72;  defeated,  severely  punished  by  col  Price  81; 
nineteen  days  hard  campaign  and  fighting  between  San  - 
la  Fe  and  Taos  119;  Taos  taken,  Mexican  execniod 
120;  col  Price’s  official  report  121;  maj  Campbell  192; 
requisition  for  additional  volunteers  from  Missouri  206; 
dismal  picture  of  affairs  at  Santa  Fe  252;  reperted 
loss  of  wagon  train  en  route  thence  275;  battle  at  Red 
river,  canon  &c  -S20;  arrivals  and  letters  from  Santa  P'e, 
attack  on  lieut  Lowe,  Indian  depredation  343;  maj  Ed- 
mondson and  capt  Halloway  at  battle  of  G.  Canon 
374;  affairs  at  Santa  Fe375;  lieut  Brown  and  party  kil- 
led, maj  Edmonson  overtakes  and  chastises  the  murde- 
rers, another  conspiracy  discovered,  lieut  Larkin  and  4 
privates  killed  399;  tribute  to  the  deceased  officers  of 
the  1st  dragoons  • 403 

Detachment  under  Gen.  Kearny— March  of  Mor- 
mon battalion  37;  gen  K.  reaches  Calif.  65;  lieut  Talbot 
81;  forces  under  Stockton  and  Kearny,  attack  gen  Flo- 
rez, two  engagements,  Florez  retreats  and  surrenders  to 
Fremont  114-5;  operations  in  California  133;  disputes 
about  laurels  & com.  204-5;  affairs  in  219;  col  Cooko 
with  Mormon  baitalion  reaches  San  Diago  ‘252^  gen  K. 
reluming  home  370;  his  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
California  374 

Detachment  under  Col.  Fremont — gen  ■ Fiorez  sur- 
renders to  col  F 144-5;  col  F’s  winter  march,  encounters 
with  Andros  Pico,  reaches  San  Diego  128;  his  official 
report  170;  difFrence  wiih  gen  Kearny  204-5;  arrives  at 
Angels  205;  col  Beaton’s  card  220;  co'l  F-  arrested  and 
sent  home  for  trial,  gen  Kearny  and  com  Stockton  re- 
turning • ' 370; 

Col.  Doniphan’s  detach.ment — battle  of  El  Fassd  16. 
col  Douiphan  defeats  the  Mexicans  at  Bracitd  37,71) 
occupies  El  PassoSl;  lakes  Chihuahua  10  ),  102,  144* 
offi'eial  reports  160;  battle  of  Sacramento  132;  of  San 
Pasqual  170;  of  San  Gabriel  and  Mesa,  Chihuahua 
taken  171;  his  proclamation,  his  letter  to  gen  Wool  172; 
item  192;  report  that  while  advancing  to  join  Vfool  he 
was  attacked  and  retreated  to  Chihuahua  224;  accounts 
from  him  235;  his  advance  corps  reaches  Saltillo,  affairs 
on  the  route  ‘252;  col  D's  command  reaches  N Orleans 
via  Rio  Grande266;  ids  achievements,  caeuphies,  El  Pas- 
so,  letter  to  maj  Ryland  279;  items  288;  col  D’s  reception 
at  N Orleans  313;  “welcome  home’’  at  St.  Louis  316 
“army  of  the  centre.’’ 

Campaign  of  gen  Wool’s  command  155;  junction 
with  gen  Taylor,  battle  of  Buena  Vista  156 

“army  of  observation.” 

Items  from  Matamoros  19;  movements  of  troops  20; 
reports  of  Santa  Anna’s  approach,  capture  of  capt  Hea- 
dy and  70  Ken.  volunteers,  maj  Borland  and  Gaines  de- 
tachments, gen  Taylor’s  headquarters  advance  to,  Agua 
Nueva  21;  reports  arrive  that  Santa  Aana  was  moving 
on  Monterey  in  large  force,  and  that  gen  Taylor  was 
falling  back,  Urrea’s  movements  in  same  direction,  Car- 
rabajal’s  cordon  of  posts  round  Matamoros  &c  48,- 
Mexican  reports  of  a severe  battle  and  that  gen  Taylor 
was  retiring,  great  anxiety,  all  communications  with 
Monterey  cut  off,  Mississippi  regiment  relieves  the  Indi- 
ana regiment,  col  Curtis’  requisition  for  50,000  volunteers, 
reply  of  the  gov  ol  Louisiana,  editorial  remarks  on  the 
campaign  59;  latest  official  accounts  from  gen  Taylor 
60;  memoranda  of  dr.  Jarvis,  alarming  rumors  respect- 
ing gen  Taylor’s  army,  excitement  on  the  Rio  Grande 
61-2;  Santa  Anna’s  force  on  leaving  San  Luis  to  en- 
counter gen  Taylor’s  army,  he  reaches  Metehala,  ac- 
count of  his  march  and  destitution,  his  financeerinff, 
dictatorship  36;  reports  ot  his  advance  reach  the  Rio 
Grande  48;  his  proclamation  before  quitting  San  Luia 
57;  great  doubts  as  to  die  movements  amongst  our  com- 
manders 69;  ne  summon?  gen  Taylor  to  surrender  68; 
his  letter  announcing  victory  of  B Vista  (or  Angostu- 
ra) 69;  his  letter  to  gov  of  San  Luis  70;  article  from  El 
Republicano  71;  his  leturn  to  San  Luis  101-2;  his  letter 
to  Farias,  announcing  that  he  should  inarch  to  the  capi- 
tal to  quiet  contending  factions,  offi.  rep.  battle  80, 117 
— Remarks  of  the  London  Times  b2;  posture  of  the  fleets 
and  armies,  anxiety  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  combat 
between  Santa  Anna,  and  Taylor,  various  rumors,  letter 
from  paymaster  Butler  65;  gen  Taylor’s  despaicli,  battle 
of  Buena  Vista  68;  the  victory  69,  70,  72,  operations  on 
the  route  from  Camargo  69;  col  Morgan  attacked 
Mexican  account  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  70;  a 
march  from  Camargo  to  Monterey  71;  Ed.  remarks  oB 
the  victory  of  B.  Vista  80;  sundry  accounts  of  the  batt  • 


INDEX. 


Vlil 


83-4-5-6,  Union’s  staiemeiit  of  foi'ces  iincJer  gen  Taylor, 
90;  e<.l  Mansfield’s  account  of  the  battle  99;  gen  Taylor’s 
movement  to  re-open  communication,  pursues  Urrea  100; 
tiis  odiciRl  report  thereof  151;  movements  at  Camargo 
100;  his-  pursuit  of  Urrea  unavailing  112;  items  114; 
gen  Taylo’-’s  official  report,  battle  B.  Vista  117;  Santa 
Anna’s  official  report  117;  Santa  Anna’s  orders,  found 
on  the  B.  Vista  battle  field  150;  gen  Taylor  to  the  inhab- 
bitants  of  Tamaulipas,  Nueva  Leon,  and  Coahuila  152; 
fSen  Wool  at  Buena  Vista  156;  position  of  gen  Taylor’s 
‘forces  160,  165;  preparations  for  advancing  on  San  Luis, 
ndian  rubber  bt  gs,  term  of  volunteers  expiring  &,c  165; 
tapt.  Hughes’  account  of  battle  of  Buena  Vista  169; 
maj  Gaines’ official  report  175;  diminution  of  Taylor’s 
forces  &c  184;  Mexicans  massacred,  retribution,  Ogleby 
massacred  184;  T Simmons  198,  Canales’  proclamation, 
Gamanche  depredations  199;  official  report  of  maj  Che- 
vallie’s  expedition,  gen  Wool’s  official  report  §02;  half  of 
gen.  'I'aylor’s  forces  ordered  to  Vera  Cruz  to  reinforce 
gen  Scott  208;  col  Lane’s  statement,  Indiana  vol.  at  B. 
Vista  214,235;  his  supplemental  report  269;  official  re- 
ports of  officers  of  light  artillery  232-3-4;  of  volunteers, 
gen  Cushing,  forces  ordered  fr-'m  Matnrnorns  to  Mon- 
terey 240,  250;  Tennessee  regiment  returns  to  New 
Orleans  240;  forces  how  posted  250,  251;  3d  dragoons 
ordered  to  join  gen  Scott  250;  It.  Shover’s  official  report 
251 ; a march  from  Camargo  to  Monterey  2,52;  remarks 
on  amount  of  gen  'faylor’s  forces,  unpubhshed  letter 
^torngen  T-,  reinforcements  264-5;  movements  of  troops, 
general  orders  of  department,  complimenjary,  battle  of 
Buena  Vista,  gen  Taylor’s  announcement  of  Scott’s 
Victory  at  Cerro  Gordo,  number  ofcamion  captured  265; 
items  288,  298;  guerrilla  affair  298;  movement  and  posi 
tion  of  corps,  reinforcements  for,  ordered  back  to  embark 
f or  Vera  Cruz,  all  hope  of  advancing  abandoned  308; 

ennessee  regiment  when  starting  for  & when  returning 
from  the  campaign,  letter  from  maj  Gaines  327;  gen 
Hopping,  camp  of  instruction  328;  letter  from  Monterey 
329;  gen.  Taylor’s  reply  to  Mexican  enquiry  as  to  man 
ner  of  conducting  the  war  341;  gen  Taylor’s  orders  No. 
68,  assigning  posts  to  be  occupied  &c.  volunteers  under 
him  342;  items  and  rumors  343;  train  attacked  368;  items 
373,  399;  ‘the  starving  Mexicans  at  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,’  Indiana  volunteers,  corporal  Agnew.  411 

“army  of  invasion.” 

Report  that  Santa  Anna  had  ordered  the  evacuation 
of  Verd  Cruz  20;  preparations  for  attacking  Vera  Cruz, 
delay,  32;  gen  Scott  reaches  Tampico  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  proceeds  to  Ln'oos.  gen  Twiggs’  division  em- 
barked from  Tampico  35;  59;  gen  Worth’s  division  em- 
barks from  Brazos,  reports  that  Santa  Anna  was 
marching  on  Monterey  in  large  force,  and  that  gen 
Taylor  was  falling  back  &c.  48;  recruits  embarking  48; 
gen  Scott’s  general  order  No.  20,  respecting  atrocities 
49;  army  concentrating  at  Lobos  59;^gen  Worth  reaches 
Lobos,  operations  at  that  island,  editorial  remarks  on  the 
caii'paign  i6;  Vera  Cruz  invested  68;  landing  of  the 
army  69,  bombardment  and  surrender  of  Vera  Cruz  and 
of  the  castle  81;  officers  killed  and  wounded  t6;  general 
Scott’s  official  report  of  landing  and  investing,  corres- 
pondence lelative  to  foreigners  in  the  city  96;  the  seige, 
operations  after  surrender,  forces  employed  100;  col 
Harney’s  fight  near  V.  Cruz  102;  official  report  of  the 
capitulation  and  surrender  of  Vera  Cruz  and  of  the 
Castle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulloa  107;  Quitman’s  brigade 
marches  on  Alvarado  112;  which  surrenders  to  lieut 
Hunter  114;  army  movements  towards  the  capital  112; 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  132;  geu  Twiggs’  division 
quits  Vera  Cruz  for  Jalapa,  arrival  of  col  Bankhead  137; 
road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  Mexicans  evacuate 
V.  Cruz,  S.  Anna’s  address  to  the  Mexicans  thereon, 
his  address  to  his  army  on  marching  from  San  Luis  to 
the  capital,  his  march  thence  and  inaugural  address 
136,  168;  his  address  on  quitting  the  capital  to  encounter 
fen  Scott  168 

— Official  report  of  gen  Scott  and  his  subordinates,  of 
capture  of  Vera  Cruz  142,  15S;  general  orders,  disposi- 
tions for  marching  to  the  interior  &c.  141;  the  army 
p.dvances,  ascertain  that  Santa  Anna  is  at  Cerro  Gordo 
144;  Mexican  narrative  of  events  at  Vera  Cruz  149;  gen 
Scott, s proclamation  to  the  people  of  Mexico  150;  picnic 
at  Tampico  161;  orders  No.  94,  relative  to  transporta- 
tion &c.,  official  list  of  killed  and  wounded  atV.  Cruz 
159;  victory  of  Cerro  Gordo  160;  Jalapa  taken  163; 
Perota  taken  264;  scenes  witnessed  on  the  route  from 
Cerro  Gordo,  effects  of  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  Santa 
Anna  at  the  capital  164;  orders  of  batde,  gen  Scott’s 
official  report  167;  list  of  Mexican  officers  taken  170; 
assurances  of  the  ‘Union’  that  Scott  will  be  reinforced  by 
end  of  May,  equal  to  the  number  of  volunteers  that  leave 
177,  192,  189;  Kendall’s  account  of  the  battle  of  C.  G. 
182;  maj  Turnbull’s  account,  other  accounts  183;  report 
that  a deputation  from  the  capital  had  met  gen  Scott, 
inviting  him  to  advance  and  take  possession,  guerrilla 
warfare  on  the  route,  La  Vega  and  other  prisoners,  items, 
Salas’  guerrilla  proclamation,  mediation,  Santa  Anna’s 
whereabouts,  rumors  and  incidents  185;  gen  Scott’s  de- 
sign to  relinquish  the  line  of  communication,  Mexican 
account  of  the  battle  ot  C.  G.,  gen  Scott’s  official  report 
168;  list  of  volunteer  corps  whose  time  expires,  promise 
of  the  ‘Union’  192;  gen  Scott’s  advance  corps  quits  Ja- 
lapa lor  Puebla,  a large  train  with  supplies  for  which  he 
had  been  waiting,  quits  V.  Cruz  same  day  198;  Walker’s 
dragoons  arrive  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mr.  Trist  reaches  Vera 
Cruz  and  proceeds  to  headquarters,  barbarities,  Scott’s 
forces  reduced  to  6000  men  foray  upon  Santa  Fe,  Scott’s 
general  order  on  advacing  from  Jalapa  198;  Juan  Mora- 
les’ contradiction,  an  account  of  the  battle  Cerro  Gordo, 
gdh  Twiggs’  official  report  199;  gen  Worth  takes  Perote 
201;  gen  Scott’s  proclamation  to  the  Mexican  nation  214; 
gen  Worth  takes  Puebla,  items  224;  gen  orders  respect- 


ing military  deportment  and  prohibiting  gambling  230; 
Jiilapa  stage  attacked  240;  reinforcements  promised, 
vomito  prevailing  at  V.  Cruz,  col  Sowers  with  despatches 
for  gen  Scott  massacred  and  the  despatches  captured, 
robbers  taken  and  tried,  R.  Frio  pass  Mexicans  fortifying 
it,  col  Haskell,  rumors  of  insurrection  at  Puebla  249; 
gen  Scott  advances;  gen  Twiggs  enters  Puebla  219; 
affairs  on  the  route  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jalapa,  forces  at 
Vera  Cruz.  Kendall  states  Scott’s  aggregate  available 
force  at  9000  men  250;  remarks  and  statements  relative 
to  Ills  force,  train  under  col  McIntosh  start  from  Vera 
Cruz  264;  general  orders  of  war  department,  commen- 
ding conduct  at  VeralCruz,  number  of  cannon  captured 
265;  Santa  Anna’s  official  notice  of  gon  Scon’s  procla- 
mation 265;  gen  Pillow’s  address  to  the  public  270;  vomito 
increasing  at  Vera  Cruz,  train  under  McIntosh  attacked 
and  forty  waggons  lost,  communication  cut  off,  guerrillas 
272;  account  of  the  attack  on  the  train  275  , 276;  gen 
Worth’s  official  report  of  march  to  and  occupation  of 
Puebla,  gen  Scott’s  preparations  to  advance  on  the  capi- 
tal 275;  return  of  Duperu’s  dragoons  to  V.  Cruz,  his 
account  of  the  train,  arrival  there  of  the  dead  and 
wounded,  arrival  of  troops,  gen  Cadwallader  reaches 
the  train  with  reinforcements  and  takes  command  276-7 ; 
Kendall’s  account  of  movements,  detachment  under 
capt  Bainbridge  leaves  Puebla  for  Vera  Cruz,  affairs  on 
the  route  276;  report  of  the  determination  to  remove 
the  military  depot  fromV.  Cruz  to  Tuspan  and  opening 
a newline  of  communication,  Tampico  threatened,  in- 
surrection attempted,  report  that  Scott  had  advanced, 
and  that  the  Mexicans  had  sent  proprositions  of  peace 
277;  contradicted  297;  exhaustion  of  the  troops  returning 
to  Vera  Cruz,  rumors  and  disatisfaction  at  the  manner 
the  train  had  managed,  Santa  Anna’s  manifesto  on  re- 
suming command  277;  review  of  the  posture  of  onr  se- 
veral armies  &c  288;  gen  Cadwallader,  after  several 
conflicts  reaches  Jalapa  with  the  train,  gen  Pillow  organ- 
izing another  reinforcement  at  Vera  Cruz,  vomito  fatal, 
guerrillas  audacious  297;  gen  Pillow  marches  with  1800 
men  and  125  waggons,  his  skirmish  with  guerrillas;  re- 
port arrives  at  Vera  Cruz  that  Santa  Anna  was  dictator, 
and  at  the  head  of  30,000  men,  298;  dr.  Vanderlendeii, 
rumors  from  the  army  and  the  capital  30-1,  'Union’  in- 
sists that  Scott  will  have  over  20,000  men,  general  Pil- 
low’s letter,  general  Patterson’s  opinion,  release  of  major 
Gaines  and  other  persons  307;  met  and  detained  by 
Urrea  en  route  for  Tampico,  preparations  for  defence, 
Jalapa  evacuated,  less  than  300  men  garrison  V.  Crnz, 
Tabasco  taken,  gen  Sdott  detained  at  Puebla  for  want 
of  reinforcomenis  and  supplies,  Cadwallader  at  Perote 
waiting  arrrival  of  Pillow’s  forces,  foraging  party  at- 
tacked, rumors,  gen  Pierce  at  Vera  Cruz  organizing 
reinforcements  308;  estimate  of  force  in  the  field  327: 
remarks  thereon  328;  maj  Gaines  letter,  affair  near 'I'a- 
basco,  327;  gen  Scott’s  council  of  war,  whether  to  ad- 
vance or  delay  for  leinforcemenis,  Mexican  account  of 
of  Scott’s  force  336;  items,  Union’s  implied  censure  of 
Scott  relative  to  Trisi’s  proposals  341;  escape  and  arrival 
of  8 American  prisoners  342-3;  letter  from  Puebla  and 
Alvarez  344;  Pierce’s  train  attacked,  returns  to  V.  Cruz, 
for  reinforcements,  advances  again,  Scott  still  at  Puebla, 
col  De  Russ  ey’s  detachment  attacked  returns  to  Tarn 
pico,  alarm  there,  col  Gates’  requisiton,  another  report 
that  Mexican  commissioners  were  appointed  to  treat 
352;  battle  at  Huajutia  357-8;  march  of  the  train  u.:der 
McIntosh  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Perote  359;  items  368;  re- 
port that  the  capital  was  taken  372;  speculations 
thereon,  gen  Pierce  leaves  Vera  Cruz  with  3000  men  to 
join  Scott  373;  Union’s  statement  of  forces  374;  general 
orders  at  Vera  Cruz,  affairs  there,  spy  arrested  by  the 
Mexicans  with  despatches  374;  rumors  contradicted, 
Pierce’s  train  reach  Perote  384;  his  aft’airs  with  the  giier- 
riilas,  Scott  despatches  Smith’s  brigade  to  meet  him  394; 
letter  from  Puebla  395,  accounts  from  the  capital  396; 
7'abasco evacuated,  De  Russey’s  official  report,  battle  of 
Huajutia  &c  396;  Nat.  Int.  on  Scott’s  probable  course 
400;  Union’s  comments  and  their  version,  flag  of  truce 
rela.  to  prisoners  409;  Mr.  Trist  despairs  of  negotiating 
at  present,  corre.spondence  between  gen  Scott  and  Santa 
Anna  relative  to  peace  intercepted  by  the  Mexicans, 
project  for  opening  communications  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Jalapa  409;  maj  Rally’s  affair  at  National  Bridge,  gen 
Pierce  joins  gen  Scott,  who  issues  orders  to  his  several 
divisions  to  advance  on  the  city  of  Mexico.  416 

XVar  steamers,  bill  for  constructing  four,  and  employ- 
ing twelve  others  passed  1;  constructing  371,  [see  steam- 
ers] 

War  tax  on  exports  from  Mexican  ports,  discontinued 
by  com.  Perry  386 

Warehoused  goods  ■ 400 

Washington,  gen.,  when  proposed  for  the  presidency 
334;  address  presented  to,  on  his  way  to  the  grand  fede- 
ral congress  352;  governor  Johnson  of  Maryland,  first  to 
nominate,  as  commander  in  chief  of  American  armies 
414;  correspondence  of  his  military  secretary  415 

Washington  Nat  ional  Monument  Co.,  report  on  funds 
of  257 

Washington  Magnetic  TeZegropA  Co.,  elections  304 
Washington  city,  illumination  161 

Washington  steamship  193;  [see  steamers] 

Washington,  cap.,  offi.  report,  B.  Vista  232 

Warehouse  goods  400 

Wayne,  gen,  337 

Webster,  senoioY,  remarks  in  sen.  on  peace  22;  speech 
on  three  million  bill  40,  42;  tour  south,  reception  at  Ra- 
leigh 148;  at  Richmond,  Charleston  S.  C.  &c.,  speech 
190;  reception  at  Columbia  191;  unwell  at  Augusta,  re- 
turns,,308;  at  Boston  256;  speech  to  students  at  Columbia 
268;  letter  to  Chicago  conven.  332 

Webster,  capt.,  offi.  report  B.  Vista  233 

Weights  and  measures,  prices  affectedeby  different  le- 


gal w'eights  of  grains  247 

Weightman,  capt.,  promoted  244;  letter  from  372 
Wentworth,  Mr.  rep.,  on  sup.  tariffbill  4 

West  Point  cadets,  orders  to  3S6;  [sef>  Mil.  Acad.] 
Western  Borders  243;  Western  Hospital  fsee  Femr.] 
Westcott,  senator,  on  three  million  bill  2;  defence  128 
Wheat,  new  crop  at  market  256;  Muskingum  Co.  0. 
260;  harvest  336;  [.see  breadstuff's] 

Wheaton,  Henry,  on  the  right  of  succession,  in  Derm- 
mark  49;  returns  home  193;  dinner  to  290 

Wheeling  Va.,  suspension  bridge  at,  over  Ohio  riv- 
er 160 

Whipple,  lieut.;  taken  prisoner  394;  letter  from,  treat- 
ment &c  398 

Whirling  Thunder,  Indian  chief  obit.  17 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  257 

White,  Mr.  rep.,  on  Paul  .Tones’  claim  5 

Willock,  col.,  in  new  Mexico  8;  letter  from  Monterey 

329 

Wilks,  Mr.  rep.,  on  sup.  (o  tariff  4 

Williams,  gov.,  inaugural  244 

Willis,  cap.,  biographic  364 

Wilmot  Proviso — yeas  and  nay.s,  in  senate  on  striking 
out  3;  classification  of  the  votes  on  18;  Reverdy  John- 
son’s speech  on  24;  proceedings  at  Charleston  on  recep- 
tion of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  resolutions  respecting,  Virg. 
resolutions  39;  Mr.  Calhoun’s  speech  on  73;  remarks  of 
Evening  Post  thereon  75;  gov.  A.  Brown’s,  of  Miss., 
reply  to  Virginia  resolution«-t78;  Mr.  Rhett  on  179;  gov 
Williams  on  245;  GptVrgia  adm.  conven.  on  293;  in 
Maine,  Mr.  Hamlin’s  speech  on  376;  resolutions  adopt. 
377;  Washington  ‘Union’  on.  Eve.  Post,  Ohio  Jour. 
Charleston  Mercury,  Rich.  Whig  40S 

Wilson,  col.,  gov.  V.  Cruz  144 

Winnebago  Indians  321 

Winthrop,  Mr.  rep.,  on  relief  to  Ireland  ,5 

Wisconsin  Territory — bill  to  admit  as  a state,  passed 
3;  Norwegians  emigrants  20;  stale  35;  constitution  re- 
jected by  popular  vote  114,  288;  newspapers  195;  frauds 
288;  taxable  property  assessed,  Norwegian  newspaper 

307 

Wise,  Mr.  minister  at  Brazil,  item  139 

Wood,  R.  R.,  letter  to  Chicago  conv.  309 

JVool  330;  statistics  331,  340;  TWoollens  380;  Woollen 
factory, \h\ca.  375 

Wool,  gen.,  at  Buena  Vista,  letter  from  S3;  his  cam- 
paign 165;  official  report  Buena  Vista  202;  his  letter 

204 

Women,  organized  as  military  in  Switzerland  40 
Worth,  gen.,  appointed  maj.  gen.,  by  brevet  1;  at  Bra- 
zo.s  16;  embarks  36;  at  Tampico  59;  governor  V.  Cruz 
100;  items  186;  offi.  report  occupation  of  Perote  201; 
of  march  to  and  occupation  of  Puebla  275;  court  of  in- 
q dry  386;  nominated  for  presidency  -416 

Wright,  Silas,  letter  to  Chicago  conv.  332 

Wright,  Mathew,  donation  262 

Wynkoop,  col.,  Cerro  Gordo  23 1 

Wyoming,  cap  , biographic  obit.  243 

Yeadon,  R.,  reception  Mr.  W.  191 

Yell,  col.,  at  Buena  Vista  83-4 

Yellow  fever,  at  Vera  Cruz  197-8,  240;  [see  V.  Cruz] 
Raritan,  figale  338;  New  Orleans  384,  400;  [see  last 
pages  respective  Nos. 

Yeas  and  nays,  on  bill  for  relief  of  Ireland  2;  on  Mr. 
Berrien’s  amendment  to  three  million  bill  ib:  on  Oregon 
government  bill,  on  the  Wilmot  proviso  3,  6,  18;  on 
passing  the  bill  3,6,  on  amendment  to  army  officers  bill 
- 15 

Yankee,  ‘a  live  Nantucket,’  with  Ahd-el-Kader  160 
Yucatan — Don  Jose  Robiria  113;  blockade  officially 
extended  to  274 

Z 

Zabriskie,  capt.,  return  of  remains  of  372 

Zoll  Verein,  decline  to  renew  treaty  with  G.  Britain 
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David  Tod,  of  Ohio,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  near  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
Brazil,  riee  Henry  A.  Wise,  recalled  at  his  own  re- 
quest. 

John  R.  Clay,  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Peru. 

Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  his  majesty  the 
King  of  France. 

George  W.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  Charge  d’Affai- 
re»  of  tlie  United  States  to  the  Queen  of  Portugal. 

MAJOR  GENERALS. 

Thomas  Hart  Benton,  of  Missouri. 

Wra.  Gumming,  of  Georgia. 

Brigadier  General  Worth  to  be  major  ge:  ral  by 
brevet. 


BRIGADIER  GENERALS. 

Geo.  Cadwaliader,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Enos  D.  Hopping,  of  New  York. 

Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  Twenty  Nintk.Congress, 

Will  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  this  republic. 

It  is  yet  too  recent  to  do  more  than  register  its  acts. 

The  Second  Session,  was  closed  soon  after  mid- 
night of  the  3d  of  iUarch.  A list  of  the  acts  and  re- 
solutions which  passed,  will  be  found  in  this  num- 
ber. 

Of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  President, 
all  those  asking  appropriations  of  money,  and  all  of 
those  asking  for  military  or  naval  forces  or  supplies, 

HAVE  been  passed, — with  the  single  exception,  we 
believe,  of  the  authority  to  appoint  a lieutenant  or 
“commanding  general,” — with  authority  to  super- 
cede the  present  commanders  of  the  army. 

Amongst  lUusc  granu.  ig  the  appropriation  of 
THREE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS,  Secret  Service  money,  to  be 
employed  at  the  discretion  of  the  president,  in  negoti- 
ating a treaty  with  Mexico,  and  which  appropriation 
is  without  the  “Wilmot  proviso,” — which  proviso 
the  senate  struck  out  of  the  bill  sent  to  them  by  the 
house,  and  the  house  ultimately  receded  from,  after 
inetfectual  attempts  to  adjust  the  difference  by  two 
committees  of  conference — and  after  the  house  by  a 
majority  of  votes  had  in  committee  of  the  whole  de- 
cided still  to  adhere.  Yet  on  the  final  question  in  the 
house,  a majority  voted  to  recede  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  act  as  passed  and  signed  by  the  president  is  in- 
serted in  this  number.  The  proceedings  of  each 
house,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  most  import- 
ant questions  involved  are  also  inserted. 

The  annual  appropriation  bills,  after  much  difficulty  “"7’  "7°“/  -.“f 

...UK  r .1  ..  ‘“'.'■J  president’s  signature,  and  has  thus  accidentally  failed- 

with  amendments  to  some  of  them,  were  all  finally  1 • ° j I j j -t 

, 1 au  iiuaiiy  making  as  we  understand,  a difference  to  the  claimants 


venue,  whereupon  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  obtain 
the  nioney  necessary  to  meet  these  and  similar  future 
approprisdions,  have  utterly  failed!  Notone  dollar  of 
additional  revenue  has  been  provided.  The  duty  upon 
tea  and  coffee  was  negatived.  The  bill  which  pro 
posed  to  modify  the  tariff  of  1846,  by  adding  what 
was  termed  “war  duties,”  in  addition  to  the  duties 
levied  in  the  law  for  common  revenue  purposes,  was 
rejected  by  a large  majority  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, where  it  originated, — and  no  other  project  to 
aid  the  treasury  was  ever  entertamed. 

The  supplement  to  the  sub-ireas^mj  bill,  also  failed. — 
After  a brief  but  very  spirited  debate  upon  the  bill,  it 
passed  the  house  by  the  process  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion— but  in  such  a form  as  to  be  unacceptable,  or  so 
late,  as  to  afford  the  senate  no  time  whatever  for  its 
consideration.  A motion  to  suspend  the  rule  in  or- 
der to  take  up  the  bill  at  so  late  an  hour,  was  negati- 
ved by  a decided  majority. 

The  tatal  amount  of  appropriations  voted  this  ses- 
sion is  said  to  exceed  sixty  millions  of  dollars. 

The  Oregon  territorial  government  bill,  and  the  Mine- 
sola  temtorial  bill,  both  failed. 

The  River  and  harbor  bill,  like  its  more  formidable 
predecessor  of  last  session,  passed  both  houses,  but 
like  that  also  failed  of  obtaining  the  president’s  signa- 
ture. In  this  instance  if  we  mistake  not  the  bill  was 
so  framed,  or  was  intended  so  to  be,  as  to  obviate  the 
objections  which  the  president  urged  in  his  veto  of  the 
former  bill,  that  is  by  leaving  out  all  such  appropria- 
tious  as  came  within  the  scope  of  his  objections.  The 
president  in  this  case  has  followed  the  example  of 
president  Jackson  in  the  case  of  a celebrated  internal 
improvement  bill,  neither  approving  nor  vetoing  the 
bill — but  retaining  it. 

The  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  papers  of  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  which  passed  the  senate,  was  not  final- 
ly acted  upon  in  the  house. 

The  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  papers  of  James 
Madison,  which  had  also  passed  the  senate,  was  on 
the  very  eve  beyond  doubt  of  passing  the  house  also, 
when  the  committee  that  had  waited  upon  the  president 
to  suggest  closing  the  session,  returned,  reported,  and 
the  speaker  adjourned  the  house  sine  die. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Commodore  John 
Paul  Jones,  was  still  a harder  case.  After  undergo- 
ing a warm  discussion  in  each  house,  and  being  very 
materially  amended  in  its  progress,  the  bill  finally 
passed  both  houses,  was  sent  to  the  president  and  it  was 
supposed  v/as  signed  and  became  a law.  The  bill 
was  subsequently  found  upon  the  floor,  without  the 


church  party  openly  preach  rebellion,  and  have  every 
where  so  stoutly  rasisted  the  act  of  congress  levying 
upon  their  property,  that  the  law  is  totally  inoperative. 
All  other  means  resorted  to  for  raising  money  to  car- 
ry  on  the  war  which  have  proved  abortive. 

Vice  president  tro  tem.  Missouri  is  in  luck.— 
One  of  her  senators,  Col.  Benton,  the  instant  the  ses- 
■sion  of  congress  terminated,  was  appointed  to  a ma- 
jor general’s  command  in  the  army.  The.other,  sena- 
tor David  R.  Atchison,  had  the  same  night  succeed- 
ed to  the  vice  president’s  chair,  as  vice  president  pro 
tem,  a situation  under  many  circumstances,  of  very 
high  responsibility.  ^ 

George  W.  Hopkins,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  is  to  suc- 
ceed Abraham  Rencher,  charge  d’Affaires  to  Porm.. 
gal.  ■■■" 
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SENATE. 

F EBRUVRY  25.  Rflief  to  Ireland  and  Scotland— Mr. 
lairfieUL  (lom  the  naval  committee,  reported  a ioint 
resolution  authorizing  the  secretory  of  the  navy  to 
place  at  the  disposal  of  captain  de  Kay,  the  U S 
ship  Macedonian,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  to 
the  famishing  Irish  and  Scotch,  such  contributions 
nnrf  r Cor  their  relief,  and  appropriating 

$6  000  for  repairing  and  fitting  said  vessel  for  sea 
Read  twice  and  postponed  till  to-morrow 
Leslie  Coombs.  Mr.  mstcott,  from  the  judiciaav 
commute^  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
of  Leslie  Coombs,  made  a report  accompanied  by  a 
resoluiion  requesting  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  transmit  to  the  president  a copy  of  the  memorial 

bv  the  payment  by 

by  the  U.  a of  certain  securities  issued  hy  the  lata 

republic  of  Texas.  Also,  that  the  said  papers  be  re- 
ferred to  toe  attsrney  general  and  secretary  of  the 
treasury  who  are  directed  to  obtain  full  information 
as  o said  case,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  senate, 
at  the  next  session. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  waa 
resumed  Mr.  Berrien  moved  Z amendment  provi- 
ding for  a-cijstom  house  at  Savannah. 


passed. 

The  additional  army  bill — and  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  additional  army  officers,  both  pas- 
sed. From  the  latter  however  the  clause  authoriz- 
ing the  president  to  appoint  a general  in  chief,  to 
supercede  all  the  army  officers  now  in  the  field,  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  law  is  without  that  authority. 

The  appointments  to  some  of  the  principal  officers 
under  the  new  law,  w'ill  be  found  under  “Appoint- 
ments by  the  president” — the  senate  having  remain- 
ed in  executive  session  after  the  adjournment  sine  die 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  order  to  act  upon 
those  and  other  nominations.  Senator  Benton  it 
will  be  seen,  is  appointed  to  be  major  general  under 
the  act,  and  itis  within  the  power  of  the  president,  by 
recalling  or  elsewhere  locating  senior  major  gener- 
als, to  invest  him  with  the  command  of  the  army  em- 
ployed against  Mexico. 

The  act  to  provide  for  the  building  of  four  mail  steam- 
ships, and  the  employment  of  twelve  mail  steamers,  fortu- 
nately passed  boUi  houses,  and  becomes  a law.  It  is 
every  way  important.  Will  be  inserted  in  our  next 
Dumuer.  Tlie  amount  appropriated  by  the  bill  is 
about  $700,600. 

But  whilst  new  officers,  money  and  supplies  have 
been  thus  freely  voted,  immense  appropriations  made, 
and  loans  authorized,  on  the  one  hand,  all  the  re- 
commendations of  the  president,  and  all  precaution 
dictated,  it  would  seem  to  us,  by  common  prudence, 
for  sustaining  the  national  credit  by  an  adequate  re- 
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of  about  $250,000. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  of  Ireland — which 
after  an  interesting  debate,  passed  the  senate  by  a 
decided  majority,  appropriating  half  a million  of 
dollars  to  be  applied  by  the  president  in  behalf  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  relieve  the  Irish 
people,  suffering  by  famine,  was  by  the  house,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  of  which 
Mr.  McKay  was  chairman.  The  commitiee  contra- 
ry to  parliamentary  law,  retained  the  bill,  without 
obeying  the  order  to  act  upon  and  report.  Repeated 
attempts  were  made  to  compel  action,— or  to  dis- 
charge the  committee  from  further  consideration  of 
the  bill,  but  they  were  all  voted  down.  Upon  a nio- 
tion  of  Mr.  Wentworth  during  the  last  night  of  the 
session,  understood  to  be  a test  vote,  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  make  a final  call  upon  the 
committee  to  report  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  stood 
ayes  53,  nays  101- 

Mexico.  A letter  dated  U.  S.  squadron  off  Anton 
Lizardo  Feb.  2,  1847,  represents  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs at  the  Mexican  capital  as  in  the  last  degree  of 
disorder.  The  members  of  the  cabinet  one  after  an- 
other, are  compelled  by  difficulties  to  resign  their  sta- 
tions. Only  one  it  is  said  was  officiating, — and  his 
resignation  is  subsequently  announced  though  appoin- 
ted but  tlie  week  before.  Gomez  Farias,  the  vice 
president,  was  exerting  his  authority  manfully,  but 
against  odds  which  he  cannot  long  maintain.  The  I 


M ^ Savannah. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
providing  a custom  house  at  Charleston  ^ 

Mr.  Berrien  accepted  this  as  a modification,  when 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Me  .Mien  the  bill  was  also  amended 
by  appropnaUng  $6000  for  a painting  for  the  vacant 
by  PoweO  ^ Rolundo  of  the  capitul,  to  be  executed 

Mr.  Cameron  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a clauso 
directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  pay  to 
Ritchie  & Heiss  the  amount  deducted  froni  their 
nn^rn  ’ wnimittee  of  the  two  houses,  for 

public  printing  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law  fixing 
Ihe  rale  of  compensation. 

After  some  debate  in  which  Messrs.  Cameron, 
J Clayton,  Calhoun,  ColguUt 

molrow!*^'*  postponed  till  to. 


The  three  million  bill  was  then  taken  up 

Mrs  Madison.  The  bill  for  the 
Madison  papers,  was  urged  with  earnestness  by  Mr. 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  and  then  passed. 
A bill  was  also  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  widow- 


purchase  of  the 

I . , - — rnestness  by  Mr. 

and  opposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  and  then  passed. 

f n > of  the  widow 

of  Captain  McOrea,  who  served  for  forty  vears  in 

the  army  and  who  was  wounded  in  the  public  ser- 

b'v^Mr  -Efonsand  opposed 

by  Mr.  Mhley,  and  passed — 23  to  16 

February  26  Itetief  to  Ireland  arid  Scotland.  Mr, 
Crittenden,  said  he  came  this  morning  to  discharge 
what  he  cons.Jered  a duty  derolved  upon  him  as  a 
representative  of  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  sen- 
J under  which  Ihe  people  ofire- 

land  & Scotland  were  now  laboring  was  an  act  of 
Providence.  R was  one  which  was  ijJt  the  result  of 
any  idleness  or  (^olly  on  their  part.  It  was  urmeces- 
sary  to  describe  it-it  was  known  to  the  whole 
world.  Wes  it  any  business  of  ours  to  assist  these  suf- 
fering people?  Was  It  any  dufi/ of  ours?  Ho  thought 
It  was,  and  he  had  framed  a bill  ;to  meat  the  cai«.-sr 
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Mr.  C.  said  hi.s  biil  was  nearly  a copy  of  a law  of 
of  8lh  May,  1812,  appropriating  50,000  dollars  for 
the  relief  of  the  people  of  Venezuela.  He  had  ex- 
amined the  journals  and  found  that  that  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  the  house  of  representatives,  and  that 
Nathaniel  Macon  was  the  organ  of  the  committee 
that  reported  it.  Mr.  Macon  was  known  in  his  day 
"a»  the  “watchman  of  the  constitution.”  Mr.  Calhoun 
and  Mr.  Randolph  were  members  of  that  house  at 
that  time,  and  the  bill  was  passed  with  a unanimous 
vote,  and  as  far  as  appears  from  the  journal,  there 
was  but  one  voice  upon  it  in  the  senate.  What  was 
the  occasion  which  called  for  our  benevolence  at 
that  time.?  It  was  an  earthquake.  The  people  of 
Venezuela  were  to  us  as  a different  race.  They 
were  strangers  to  us,  and  from  no  impulse  but  that 
of  common  humanity  we  had  extended  relief  to  them. 

■ How  much  stronger  were  the  claims  upon  us  in  the 
present  instance.  Mr.  C.  said  a large  portion  of  our 
own  population  were  descendnts  from  Irish  and 
Scotch  progenitors  and  of  the  country  whose  people 
he  now  proposed  to  relieve.  Kvery  day  they  were 
coming  to  ourshores.  It  was  therefore  not  merely  the 
obligation  of  humanity,  but  kindred  ties,  which  bound 
us  to  the  act.  As  men  and  Christians  we  were  bound  to 
furnish  relief.  What  had  all  our  abundance  been 
given  to  us  for?  Was  not  he  to  whom  much  was 
given  to  be  accountable  for  much?  He  thought  so. 
Too  T“f''  abundance  with  which  we  were  blessed 
carried  along  with  u H.*'  obligation  to  spare  of  that 
abundance  to  our  suB'ering  brethren.  As  to  any 
constitutional  objection,  Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  our  constitution  had  been  set  up  against 
the  law  of  religion — that  it  undertook  to  repe.l  that 
high  law — the  law  of  the  King  of  Kings.  No!  no 
such  thought  as  that  ever  entered  into  the  hearts 
of  those  who  framed  that  instrument.  But  there 
were  other  considerations  almost  as  high  and  almost 
as  sacred  as  those  to  which  he  had  adverted.  Could 
any  one  thing  be  more  sublime  than  to  see  one  na- 
tion holding  out  its  hands  to  succor  a brother  nation 
in  distress. 

After  other  remarks,  Mr.  C.  submitted  his  bill  as 
follows: 

A bill  to  provide  some  relief  for  the  suB'ering  poor 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

Be  il  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  president  of  the  U.  S. 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased such  provisions  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and 
proper,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  transported  and 
tendered  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  U.  S. 
to  that  ol  Great  Britain,  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  suffering  from  the  great  ca- 
lamity of  scarcity  and  famine. 

Sec.  2.  ,/3nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 

$500,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  o ,t 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  carry  into  aBecl  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  U.  S.  be  and  he  is  authorized  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  employ  any  of  the  public  ships  of  the  U. 
S.  for  the  transportation  of  the  provisions  to  be  pur- 
chased as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Ctaylon  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  and  third  lime  and  passed.  If  any  apology 
were  needed  for  his  saying  a word  or  two,  it  would 
be  found  in  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  bis 
stale  instructing  her  senators  to  urge  such  a meas- 
ure. He  responded  to  the  senliments  ol  those  reso- 
lutions with  all  his  heart. 

Mr.  Cass  said  the  senator  from  Kentucky  had  ex- 
pressed the  sentiments  which  he  fell;  and  advocated 
the  bill  at  some  length. 

Mr.  JVt/ts  said  he  leit  as  much  as  any  one  for  the 
suflering  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  had  no  objec- 
tion to  private  measures  for  the  relief  to  any  extent, 
but  be  could  not  consent  to  establish  such  a prece- 
dent as  would  be  set  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

After  a word  or  two  from  Mr.  Bagby  the  bill  WjS 
postponed,  on  his  motion,  until  lo-morrow. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  the  amendment  to  pay  Ritchie  & Heiss  was 
agreed  to,  after  a long  debate.  Yeas  25,  nays  21. 
The  bill  from  the  house  to  extend  the  IrariUiiig  pri- 
vilege was  reported  from  lt,e  pose  ulfiue  commiuea, 
and  passed. 

2 he  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  mineral  land 
bill  was  concurred  in. 

The  three  miliion  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hannegan  addressed  the  senate  at  length. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  disposed  to  call  up  his  resolutions 
but, 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  was  resumed,  and  a 
large  number  of  amendments  added  to  Itie  bill. 

The  senate  adjourned  without  final  action  upon  the 
bill,  and  w ith  an  amendment  pending  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  Texas  against  the  United  iSlales. 

February  27.  Ttie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Jotin  Paul  Jones  was  taken  up  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  house  to  the  same  agreed  to. 


The  bill  from  the  house  to  increase  the  Maiine 
corps  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

The  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  appropriation  bill  was 
taken  up  and  the  senate  receded  from  its  own  amend- 
ment to  which  the  house  had  dissented. 

The  military  academy  bill  was  taken  up  and  the 
senate  insisted  on  its  amendment  to  the  same. 

The  post  office  bill  was  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  house,  allowing  postmasters  to  publish 
lists  of  letters  in  newspapers  without  legard  to  their 
circulation,  was  stricken  out  by  a vote  of  24  to  21. 

A motion  was  made  to  take  up  the  land  graduation 
bill.  Yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  general  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
was  taken  up  and  considered.  The  item  to  indemni- 
fy Capt.  Schneviy  of  Texas  for  goods  taken  from 
certain  traders  on  the  frontier,  was  cut  down  from 
$70  in  the  bill  to  $30,  and  the  discretion  whether  or 
not  to  pay  over  the  money  left  with  the  president  — 
The  item  to  pay  Ritchie  & Heiss  the  balance  which 
they  claim  for  public  printing,  was  adopted.  The 
vote  standing  22  to  22,  the  vice  president  gave  the 
casting  vote  in  the  afiinnalive.  The  bill  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

The  three  million  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  fiTiles  spoke  on  it  at  great  length. 

After  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Clayton  said  he  desi 
red  to  address  the  senate  on  the  subject,  and  moved 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

A discussion  ensued  on  this  motion,  which  at 
length  prevailed — yeas  27,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Crillenden  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide some  relief  for  the  suffering  poor  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  amended  by  Mr.  Criitendenso  as  to 
strike  outthe  word  “government,”  and  insert  “people 
of  the  United  Stales.” 

A long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Butler, 
Bogby,  Calhoun,  Webster,  Weslcotl,  Mason,  and  others 
participated. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  a substitute  for  the  bill,  which 
was,  in  effect,  to  authorize  the  president  to  employ 
public  ships  in  transporting,  free  of  ctiarge,  the  pro 
visions  raised  by  the  people  of  the  United  States. — 
The  motion,  after  some  further  debate  by  Messrs. 
Dayton,  Calhoun,  Fairfield,  Cameron,  and  others,  was 
rejected — yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  by  a 
vole  of  27  yeas  to  13  nays,  and  was  finally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed.  The  Dill  is  as  fullows; 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
United  States,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  such  provisions  as  he  may 
deem  suitable  and  proper,  and  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  transported  and  tendered,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  U.  S.,  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
relief  of  the  people  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  suffering 
from  the  great  calamity  of  scarcity  and  famine. 

Sec.  2.  JInd  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 
$500,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
carry  into  effect  this  act. 

Sec.  3-  ulnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, at  his  discretion,  to  employ  any  of  the  public 
ships  of  the  United  States  for  the  transportation  of 
provisions  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid. 

The  following  weie  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  pas- 
sage. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Berrien,  Breese, 
Calhoun,  Cameron,  Cass,  John  M.  Clayton.  Corwin, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Dayton,  Evans.  Greene,  Hannegan, 
Houston,  Huiiiington,  Jariiagiii,  Johnson,  of  Md,  John- 
son ol  La.,  Mangiim,  Miller,  Morehead,  Simmons, 
Soule,  Sturgeon,  and  Webster — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Badger.  Bagby  Builer, 
Chalmers,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield,  Mason,  Niles,  Tur- 
ney. Weslcott  and  Yulee — 13. 

At  a late  hour  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business,  aud  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

March  1.  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Hunter,  elected  to  succeed  him  as 
senator  from  'Virginia,  for  six  years  from  the  4th 
March  next. 

Mr  moved  to  lake  a recess  to  day,  from  4 

until  6 o’clock,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Badger,  from  the  military  committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  General  Tay- 
lor, his  officers  and  men,  with  amendments  to  the 
house  amendments,  which  were  adopted,  and  tiie 
resolution  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  house  for  con- 
currence. 

'J'he  committee  on  military  affairs  reported  back 
the  bill  to  organize  the  ten  regiments  and  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  general  officers,  &c.  with  sundry 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  house; 
among  them  one  striking  out  the  section  authorizing 
the  president  to  appoint  a major  general  to  the  chiel 
command  of  the  army  during  the  war,  without  re- 
gard to  the  date  of  bis  commission. 


Mr.  Dix  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  bil^ 
to-day  or  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  back  the  light  house  bill  without  amend- 
ment. Passed  and  returned  to  the  house. 

The  same  committee  reported  back  the  house  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  bank  of  the  nietropolis  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  read  a third  time  and  pas- 
sed. 

The  post  office  committee  reported  back  the  post 
route  bill  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to.  Numerous  other  amendments  were  adop- 
ted; among  them  one  providing  for  a mail  to  and 
from  Oregon,  and  another  providing  for  a mail  to 
and  from  the  army.  The  bill  was  passed. 

The  committee  on  territories  reported  the  house 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  territory  of  Mineso- 
to,  without  amendment. 

The  committee  on  military  affairs  reported  back 
the  joint  resolution  for  the  re-payment  of  advances 
made  by  the  stales  for  the  subsistence  and  transporta- 
tion of  volunteers  previous  to.  their  being  received 
into  service,  without  amendment.  An  amendment 
was  adopted  ta  re-pay  advances  made  by  individuals 
acting  under  orders  from  Stales.  The  resolution 
then  passed. 

The  house  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union 
bank  of  Georgetown,  was  reported  from  the  district 
committee  and  passed. 

The  three  million  bill  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Clayton  made  a speech  maintaining  the  unconstitu- 
tionalily  of  the  appropriation,  and  that  Mr  Jef- 
ferson himself  considered  the  appropriation  of  a 
similar  kind  made  under  his  administration  to  be  un- 
constitutional. Mr.  C’s.  speech  occupied  the  senate 
until  nearly  foui  o’clock. 

Mr.  Fearct  of  Md.  said  he  had  some  few  remarks 
to  make  upon  the  bill,  and  but  few,  as  the  senator 
from  Delaware  had  anticipated  much  he  intended  to 
say. 

The  senate  after  some  unimportant  business  took, 
a recess  until  six  o’clock. 

After  recess — the  senate  met  again  at  6 o’clock. 

Marine  corps  The  senate  made  amendments  to 
this  bill  and  the  house  concurred,  by  which  the  boun- 
ty IS  omitted  and  the  staB'  divided.  The  bill  adds 
one  thousand  men  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army 
besides  the  officers,  which  is  the  necessary,  number 
for  the  increase  of  Iho  corps* 

I'he  house  bill  to  punish  piracy  in  certain  cases, 
was  passed. 

The  three  million  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Pearce  spoke  briefly,  pointing  out  the  errors, 
III  Mr.  Soule’s  history  of  Texas,  as  set  forth  in  his 
speech.  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  for  conquest,  and  should  vote  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Dix  followed,  and  expressed  himself  in  favor 
of  the  acquisition  of  California,  and  went  at  soma 
length  into  the  slavery  question,  defending  the  north 
from  Mr.  Calhoun's  ctiarge  of  aggressive  policy. 

Messrs.  Butler  und  Colquitt  replied  to  Mr.  Dix  with 
great  animation. 

Mr.  Dayton  answered.  Mr.  Westcolt  responded, 
in  defence  ol  slavery. 

Mr.  Cass  wihdrew  his  amendment. 

The  vole  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Berrien's  amend- 
ment, and  il  was  rejected  by  the  lullowing  vote. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Badger,  Berrien,  Cilley, 
Thomas  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Critten- 
(Jen,  Davis,  Dayton,  Evans,  Greene,  Huutiiigton, 
Jarnagin,  Johnson  of  Md.,  iVlangum,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Simmons.  Upham,  Webster, 
Woodbridge — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Ather- 
ton, Bagby,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Cass,  Chalmers,  Colquitt,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  La.  Lewis,  Mason, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Soule,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  West- 
colt,  Y ulee— 29. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  joint  resolution,  those  which  passed  the 
house  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  As  an  amend- 
ment to  this,  Mr.  Upham,  of  Vt.  moved  in  substance 
ilie  Wilioot  proviso. 

Mr.  Cass  opposed,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Mil- 
ler of  N.  J. 

Mr.  Cameron  of  Pa.  announced  that  he  should  have 
voted  lor  the  Wilmot  proviso  at  the  last  session  of 
congress.  [Merriment  in  the  hall  at  this.j 

Mr.  Cass  also  excused  the  vole  he  was  about  to 
give,  and  explained  the  inslructiuiis  of  his  legislature 
so  as  to  vote  lor  them. 

Mr.  Dickinson  did  the  same. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  made  compressed 
speech  upon  the  constitutional  question  growing  out 
of  the  W ilniot  proviso,  and  upon  the  political  ques- 
tions growing  out  of  slavery. 

About  midnight  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  pend- 
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ing  question — the  VVilmot  proviso — and  it  was  re- 
jected, yeas  21,  nays  31,  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Cameron, Cilley, 
John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis,  Dayton,  Dix, 
Evans,  Fairfield;  Greene,  Huntington,  Miller,  Niles, 
Phelps,  Simmons,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  Webster,  and 
Woodbridge — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Bad- 
ger, Bagby,  Benton,  Berrien,  Breese,  Bright,  Butter, 
Calhoun,  Cass,  Chalmers,  Calquiti,  Crittendeu,  Dick- 
inson, Hannegan,  Houston,  Jarnagin,  Johnson,  of 
Md.  Johnson  of  La.,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  More- 
head,  Pearce,  Busk,  Sevier,  Soule,  Turney,  and 
Westcoll — 31. 

The  bill,  at  20  minutes  to  two  o’clock,  A.  M., 
(March  2d)  was  then  passed  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton, 
Bagby,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Cass,  Chalmers,  CoKpiill,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fairfield, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  La.  Lewis,  Mason, 
Niles,  Busk,  Sevier,  Soule,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  West- 
cott,  and  Yulee — 29 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Badger,  Berrien,  Camer- 
on, Cilley,  John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dayton,  Evans,  Greene,  Huntington,  Jarna- 
gin, Johnson  of  .Md.  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Simmons,  Upham,  Webster  and 
W ood  bridge — 2d . 

March  2.  The  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide 
compensation  for  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the 
military  service,  was  passed. 

Mr  Evans,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  West  Point  appropriation..  JilU,  made  a report 
which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chalmers  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Stewart  Foote,  Senator  from  Mississippi 
for  lix  years  troni  the  4th  March,  1847. 

The  Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  place  the  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian  at  the 
disposal  ofCapt.  Geo.  C.  DeKay,  was  amended  by 
adding  the  ship  Jamestown  to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Capt.  B.  B.  Forbes,  of  Boston,  both  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  provisions  to  the  sutlering  poor 
oflreland,  and  was  passed;  yeas  21,  nays  14. 

Mr.  Afi/es,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  post  office  appropriation  bill, made  a report  which 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  J^nneean  called  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
iiim  on  Thursds^i  oumoncing  and  directing  the  see* 
relary  of  the  senate  to  contract  with  Dr.  James  A. 
Houston,  to  furnish  full  and  accurate  reports  of  the 
proceedings  anc  debates  of  the  senate  daily  during 
the  next  congress,  and  have  the  same  printed  and 
furnished  to  the  members  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, providing  that  the  reports  shall  be  given  to 
such  of  the  city  papers  as  will  agree  to  publish  them. 
Mr.  Hannegan  accepted  the  amendment  as  a modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  resolution  and  attacked 
Mr.  Hannegan,  lor  ihe  bungling  manner  in  which  be 
had  drawn  up  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  a proviso,  that  no  money 
should  be  paid  until  the  work  was  completed.  Lost, 
yeas  15,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendroeut  to  require 
Dr.  Houston  to  prove  himself  to  be  a citizen  of  the 
U.  S.  by  birth  or  naturalization,  before  any  contract 
should  be  made  with  him.  Lost,  yeas  8 nays  26. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  an  amendment  providing 
that  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  should  have  the 
preference  of  publishing  the  reports.  Lost,  yeas  13, 
nays  19. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  intended  to  offer  another  amend- 
ment, and  as  the  senate  was  getting  thin  it  might  be 
necessary  to  send  the  sergeant  at  arms  for  the  absen- 
tees. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  made  some  remarks  upon 
the  extraordinary  course  of  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri in  his  pertinacious  attempts,  with  a full  know- 
ledge  that  a majority  of  the  senate  were  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  to  deleat  it.  He  had  already  consum- 
ed many  hours  of  valuable  time  in  offering  amend- 
ments and  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  them, 
and  if  any  of  the  measures  connected  with  the  pro- 
secution of  the  war  should  fail  in  consequence  of  this 
very  extraordinary  waste  of  time  by  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  upon  Ills  own  head,  before  the  senate  and 
before  the  country,  would  all  the  responsibility  rest. 
Such  a course  of  conduct  he  had  never  before  wit- 
nessed in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  rejoined  and  said  the  senator  from  Ma- 
ryland himself  obstructed  business  by  making  speech- 
This  scheme  was  designed  to  establish  a news- 
paper here  to  abuse  the  administration,  and  he  would 
brand  in  advance  infamy  upon  it  with  a hot  iron.— 
Mr.  B.  denounced  the  resolution  as  a scheme  to  plun- 
der the  contingent  fund  of  the  senate,  to  establish  a 
new  parly  press  to  denounce  and  oppose  the  admin- 
istration, and  he  called  upon  the  triends  of  the  ad- 


ministration to  stand  by  him  in  his  attempt  to  defeat 
it.  He  charged  that  it  was  concocted  by  the  same 
parties,  or  some  of  them,  at  least,  who  were  concern- 
ed in  the  famous  letter  giving  orders  to  denounce 
him  (Mr.  Benton)  which  he  read  the  other  day  in  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Hannegan  said  the  senator  from  Missouri 
knew  his  kind  feelings  towards  him,  and  his  desire 
to  cherish  such  feelings — but  he  did  nut  like  the  ap- 
plication of  such  terms  as  “plunder”  and  “robbe- 
ry” applied  to  a measure  which  he  had  brought  for- 
ward. 

[Mr.  Benton  explained  that  it  was  not  to  him,  but 
to  the  newspaper  he  had  alluded.] 

Mr.  H.  did  not  know  how  the  sun  might  set  to- 
night, but  when  he  left  that  chamber  last  night, 
there  was  no  man  whom  he  would  sooner  see  in  the 
presidential  chair  than  the  senator  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  wouldn’t. 

Mr.  Hannegan  remarked  that  that  was  probably 
the  modesty  only  of  the  senator  from  Missouri. — 
Csesar  thrice  rejected  the  crown  when  offered  to  him 
by  Mark  Antony. 

Mr.  Benton  said  his  whole  line  of  conduct  upon 
that  floor  showed  that  he  never  in  his  life  had  bow- 
ed, cringed,  or  humbled  himself  to  any  man  upon 
God  Almighty’s  earth  to  obtain  his  favor  for  any 
office  whatever!  The  senator  from  Indiana  had  pur- 
sued a course  which  he  could  not  approve  in  this 
matter.  Whatever  might  be  their  personal  friend- 
ships, a barrier  was  forever  placed  between  them 
politically. 

Mr.  Hannegan  briefly  and  tartly  rejoined, and  ask- 
ed if  the  senator  from  Missouri  believed  there  was 
a man  living  who  knew  the  senator,  that  ever  sus- 
pected him  of  harboring  private  friendship  for  any 
body  where  self  was  not  at  Ihe  bottom.^ 

The  discussion  here  slopped,  and  the  senate  took 
a recess  until  6 o’clock. 

Evening  Session.  The  senate  met  at  6 p.  m.  and  after 
a protracted  discussion  on  the  resolutions  relating  to 
the  reporting  of  the  debates  of  the  senate  by  con- 
tract, which  lasted  until  near  10  o’clock,  the  resolu- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a vole  of  27  yeas 
to  19  nays. 

fFisconsin — On  motion  of  Mr.  Breese,  the  senate 
took  up  the  bill  from  the  house  for  the  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  and  it  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

Saluria — Mr.  Dix,  from  the  committee  on  com 
merce,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  to  establish 
a port  of  entry  at  Saluria,  in  the  Stale  of  Texas,  and 
for  other  purposes,  without  amendment.  The  bill  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  a committee  of  confe- 
rence was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate  on  the 
disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  houses  on  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

^rmy  officers. — The  senate  then  took  a bill  to  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  general  officers  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  concurred  in  the  amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
the  principal  of  which  was  the  striking  out  of  the 
clause  authorising  the  appointment  of  a commander 
in  chief  of  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
house  for  the  reduction  of  the  costs  and  expenses  of 
proceeding  in  admiralty  against  ships  and  vessels. 

After  a brief  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Webster, 
Fairfield,  Dickinson,  Weslcott,  Mason,  Berrien,  and 
others  participated,  the  bill  was  amended,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dix,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  12  P. 
M.,  adjourned. 

March  3 — Mr.  Sevier  moved  that  a recess  be 
taken  from  4 until  6 o’clock,  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry  at  Bangor, 
Maine,  was  passed. 

Three  million  bill. — Mr.  Sevier,  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  lelations,  reported  the  3,000,000  bill  from 
the  house,  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  bill  pa.ss- 
ed  by  the  senate  on  Monday  night,  and  gave  notice 
tliat  lie  should  call  it  up  at  one  o’clock.  [This  was 
rendered  unnecessary  altei  wards  by  the  action  of  the 
house  on  the  senate  bill.] 

The  bill  to  establish  a territorial  government  in 
Oregon,  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Men. 

.Vlr.  Evans  said  it  was  impossible  that  bill  could 
pass  at  this  se.vsion,  and  he  believed  the  people  of 
Oregon  could  govern  themselves  for  a while  much 
better  than  the  federal  government  could  govern 
them.  Mr.  E.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 
Bejected.  After  further  debate  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table  by  the  following  vale: 

YEAS — .Viessrs.  Archer,  Badger,  Bagby,  Berrien, 
Butler,  Cilley,  J.  M.  Clayton,  Davis,  Evans,  Greene, 
Huntington,  Jarnagin,  Johnson,  of  Md.,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pearce,  Busk,  Simmons, 


I Soule,  Upham,  Webster,  Westcoti,  Woodbridge,  and 
Yulee — 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison.  Benton, 
Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass,  Corwin,  Dickinson, 
Dix,  Fairfield,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson,  of  La., 
Niles,  Sturgeon,  and  Turney — 18. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  river  and  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  Bagby  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  taken  up, 
but  by  yeas  32,  nays  9,  the  bill  was  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Bagby  spoke  briefly  against  the  bill,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  Ohio  river  be- 
low the  falls,  as  a test  question.  The  motion  was 
negatived— yeas  6,  nays  38. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  lime  and  passed. 

Reporters — Mr.  Hannegan  moved  to  take  up  for  a 
third  reading  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  in  re- 
lation to  the  contract  for  reporting  the  speeches  and 
proceedings  of  the  senate. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a third  lime,  the 
question  was  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Turney  opposed  the  resolution  at  some  length, 
repeating  the  charge  that  the  design  of  it  was  to  es- 
tablish a political  paper  in  opposition  to  the  admin- 
istration. He  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a se- 
lect committee  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  ffebster  said  the  motion  would  be  entirely  nu- 
gatory. If  the  senator  did  not  approve  of  the  reso- 
lution he  could  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Bagby  was  opposed  to  the  resolution.  He  was 
satisfied  that  it  was  designed  to  cover  some  deep  po- 
litical scheme. 

Mr.  Hannegan  said  the  resolution  had  been  brought 
forward  by  himself  without  consultation  with  any 
human  being,  save  the  gentleman  who  was  named 
in  it,  (Dr.  Houston.)  There  was  nothing  in  it  but 
what  appeared  upon  Ihe  face  of  it,  and  if  the  sena- 
tor from  Alabama  meant  to  impute  any  designs  to 
him,  after  what  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  stated  yesterday, 
he  had  only  to  say  that  he  shamed  the  seat  he  occu- 
pied. 

Mr.  Bagby  replied,  and  said  that  if  he  shamed  his 
seat,  it  was  only  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  that 
of  the  senator  from  Indiana. 

After  some  debate  in  which  Messrs.  Westcott,  But- 
ler and  Benton  took  part,  the  motion  to  refer  to  a se- 
lect committee  was  negatived,  16  to  28,  and  the  re- 
solution passed  without  a division. 

The  nth  joint  rule  which  prohibits  the  presentation 
of  the  bills  to  the  president  for  his  signature,  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  was  suspended. 

Treaties. — The  bill  from  the  house  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  provisions  in  treaties  with  China  and 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  to  confer  judicial  powers 
upon  ministers  and  consuls  in  those  countries,  was 
taken  up,  and  after  debate  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Minnesota  territory — The  bill  to  establish  the  terri- 
tory of  Minnesota  was  taken  up;  and,  after  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  Jishley,  Evans,  Huntington,  and 
others  participated,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bright,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  relinquishing  to  the  city 
of  Madison,  in  the  slate  of  Indiana,  all  the  right  and 
title  of  United  Stales  to  a certain  strip  of  unsurvey- 
ed land  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  and  bor- 
dering on  the  Ohio  river;  which  bill  was  by  unani- 
mous consent  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Treaties — The  bill  to  regulate  the  trade  and  inter- 
course which  China  was  taken  up;  and,  after  a brief 
colloquy,  in  v/hich  Messrs,  tdshley,  Huntington,  and 
Webster  participated,  it  was,  on  motion  of  the  latter, 
postponed  until  next  congress, 

Besolutions  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  relating 
to  the  resolution  concerning  reporting,  and  by  Mr. 
allien  in  relation  to  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Bitchie  to 
his  privileged  seat  on  the  floor.  Both  being  objected 
to,  they  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  remain- 
ed therein  up  to  the  lime  for  taking  a recess. 

Evening  Session — Sub-Treasury  biti.  The  bill  from 
the  house  modifying  the  sub-treasury  act  vvas  receiv- 
ed, with  information  that  the  house  had  suspended 
the  16th  joint  rule.  Mr.  Sevier  moved  that  the  16th 
joint  rule  oe  suspended,  in  order  to  allow  the  bill  to 
be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Badger  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. Here  was  a bill  brought  in  at  a late  hour 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  when  there  had 
been  ample  time  to  have  sent  it  in  at  a much  earlier 
dale. 

Mr.  Sevier  thought  it  w;ould  be  discourteous  to  the 
house  not  to  suspend  the  rule  when  that  body  had 
asked  it. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative— ayes  23,  noes  13. 

The  bill  was  read  a first  time  by  its  title,  and  on 
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the  question,  “shall  the  bill  have  a second  reading?” 
it  was  objected  to  under  the  rule. 

Jlrmy  officers. — Mr.  Dix,  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the-senate  on  the  disagree- 
ing voles  of  the  two  house  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill  to  appoint  general  officers,  made  a report  on 
the  same;  and  on  the  question,  “will  the  senate  con- 
cur, in  the  report?”  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Archer  mayed  that  another  committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed  by  the  chair,  and  that  he  an- 
nounce the  names.  The  motion  wes  agreed  to. 

The  Vice  Piesident  named  Messrs.  Dix,  Evans,  and 
Badger. 

Mr.  Evans,  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  to  the  amendments 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government,  made  a re- 
port thereon;  which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorise  the  president  of 
the  United  Stales  to  employ  public  vessels  to  trans- 
port food  to  the  suffering  poor  of  Ireland  and  Scotland 
was  taken  upard  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  four  naval  steamships,  and  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  vrere  concurred  in. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorising  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  use  of 
the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  Passed. 

A resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  CrUlenden,  and 
adopted,  authorising  the  assistant  doorkeeper  to  con- 
vey the  remains  of  the  late  Alexander  Barrow 
to  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  when  requested  by  his 
widow. 

A like  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Sevier. 
and  adopted,  authorising  the  conveyance  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  Mr.  Penny  backer,  of  Virginia. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  private  calendar  and 
passed  every  private  bill  that  originated  in  the  house, 
with  the  exception  of  iliat  for  the  relief  of  David 
Myerle. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  Feb.  25. — 'I’he  bill  for  the  support  of 
the  post  office  department  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  and  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  house. 

Patent  laws — A bill  reported  by  iMr.  Marsh,  of  Vt., 
in  May  last,  amending  the  patent  laws  and  designed 
for  the  better  security  of  inventors,  was  then  consi- 
dered in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  finally  reported 
to  the  house  and  passed. 

The  light  house  bilt,  was  next  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Thcmasson,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  that  money- 
should  be  appropriated  for  a cordon  of  light  houses 
upon  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  other  rivers,  to  point 
out  the  snags  in  these  rivers,  and  made  a speech 
showing  in  brief  the  neglect  which  the  riveis  of  the 
west  had  received  from  the  general  government. — 
He  regretted  that  there  was  such  a disposition  as 
was  manifest  to  expose  the  commerce  of  the  west. 
He  regretted  that  any  one  of  his  colleagues  (alluding 
to  Mr.  Martin,  of  Ky.)  should  be  opposed  to  a bill 
necessary  for  the  safely  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Martin  said  he  regretted  that  any  whig,  and 
porlicularly  that  any  colleague  should  oppose  the 
war  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  Thomasson  said  he  had  voted  for  all  the  men, 
money,  and  supplies  asked  by  the  administration,  and 
should  do  so  again.  He  did  this  while  ealeeming  the 
war  as  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  odious,  and  if  there 
was  stronger  language  he  would  characterize  his 
detestation  of  the  war  in  stronger  terms. 

The  bill  was  finally  laid  over  to  be  reported  to  the 
bouse,  and  in  the  house,  pre\  ious  to  the  adjournment, 
was  passed — yeas  89,  nays  63. 

Marine  corps — The  house  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs,  for  adding  1,000  men  to 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  marine  corps  and  officers  in 
proportion. 

The  bill  was  passed  in  committee  and  in  the  house 
with  an  amendment  that  the  coips  should  be  reduced 
to  its  present  numerical  force  at  the  close  of  the  war 
with  Mexico. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  acted  upon  with 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  and  all  agreed  to,  save 
one.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Feb.  26. — Ihe  navy  appropiiation  bill,  was 
reported;  and  a bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
Indian  department,  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

^rmy  bill — Mr.  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  reported  the 
Bupplemental  army  bill  from  the  senate  with  amend- 
ments, the  most  important  being  one  giving  the 
president  power  to  appoint  a major  general,  and 
place  him  in  command  of  the  army  without  regard 


to  Ihe  date  of  his  commission;  (an  attempt  to  make 
a lieutenant  general  in  a new  form). 

Mr.  Boyd  wished  to  push  this  bill  through  at  one. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  for  the  printing  of  the  amend- 
ments and  for  their  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole.  But, 

The  previous  question  being  called,  was  seconded 
by  94  to  76. 

Much  and  strenuous  resistance  was  now  made  to 
this  effort  to  drive  the  bill  through  its  process  with- 
out debate,  which  finally  eventuated  in  a proposition 
from  Mr.  Boyd  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
upon  the  bill, — the  debate  upon  which  should  con- 
tinue for  two  hours  and  a half,  and  the  speeches  be 
limited  to  thirty  minutes  each. 

Mr.  Biggs,  of  N.  C.,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
the  debate  upon  the  section  of  Mr.  Boyd  was  com- 
menced, the  speeches  being  limited  to  3U  minutes. 

Mr.  Davis  opened  the  debate  and  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  Brinkerhoff,  Gentry,  Sims,  of  S.  C.,  Tredway, 
JVetcfon,  and  Cocke. 

Several  amendments  were  offered,  intended  as  hits 
to  Mr.  Benton  and  the  executive,  and  one  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  of  Tenn.,  declaring  that  congress  was  not  to 
be  understood  by  the  passage  of  this  act  as  sanction- 
ing the  permission  given  to  Santa  Anna  to  return  to 
Mexico.  Another  proposed  that  the  major  general 
whom  the  president  may  choose  to  make  his  lieuten- 
ant general  shall  not  be  a member  ol  congress. — 
Other  amendments  proposed  that  no  member  of 
congress  should  go  to  Mexico  as  an  officer,  and  ano- 
ther that  no  member  of  congress  shall  be  compelled  to 
go.  All  these  were  rejected,  as  well  as  all  amend- 
ments but  those  emanating  from  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  house  with  the 
amendment  proposing  a major  general  agreed  to, 
and  the  house  upon  the  yeas  and  nays  concuried, 
112  to  87. 

Other  amendments  were  made  and  among  them 
one  sinking  out  the  section  requiring  the  senate  to 
confirm  the  appointments  made  by  the  president  for 
paymasters. 

The  previous  question  was  finally  moved  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  nearly 
a parly  vote.  Yeas  121,  nays  75. 

Mr.  McGaughey  made  a report  from  the  committee 
on  elections,  w hich  as  a privileged  question  took  pre- 
cedence, and  the  report,  without  being  read,  %voo  laid 
upon  the  table.  The  follow  ing  are  the  resolutions; 

“That  Edward  D.  Baker  has  not  been  entitled  to 
a seat  as  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
since  the  acceptance  and  exercise  by  him  of  the  mi- 
litary appointment  of  colonel  of  volunteers  from  the 
stale  of  Illinois  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

“That  Thomas  W.  New  ton  is  entitled  to  a seat  as 
member  of  this  house  from  the  stale  of  Arkansas.” 
The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  27. — The  committee  of  the  whole 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  o'f  the 
the  hill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the 
treaties  between  the  United  Stales  and  China  and 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to 
ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  Stales,  to  try  of- 
fences committed  by  American  citizens.  The  bill 
was  then  passed. 

The  house  now  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole;  and  the 

JV'avy  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  that  the  amendment  of  the  sen- 
ate, authorizing  the  appointment  of  thirteen  assistant 
surgeons  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  ol  S.  Carolina,  opposed  the  motion  in 
a brief  speech. 

Several  other  gentlemen  advocated  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate,  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment,  fixing  the  pay  of  pyrotechnist  at 
the  arsenal  in  Washington,  was  offered  and  on  it  a 
debate  arose,  in  which  several  members  took  part. 

Mr.  Stewart  made  a few  observations  in  regard  to 
the  operations  of  the  tariff' ol  1846.  He  said  the  re- 
port of  the  treasury  department  showed  that  the  re- 
venue for  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  December  last, 
was  but  $3,445,0110!  'I'his  multiplied  by  four  would 
show  the  amount  ol  revenue  the  new  tariff  yields  in  a 
year!  As  for  the  proposed  little  tariff'  mil,  recently 
reported,  to  lax  lea  and  coffee,  and  so  forth,  it  would 
not  yield  enough  to  support  the  government  more 
than  four  days! 

Mr.  Bayly  Atdiled  that  the  tariff' of  1846  met  the  ex- 
pectations of  its  friends. 

Mr.  Leake  look  similar  ground.  He  said  the  reve- 
nue fur  December  last,  under  the  act  of  1846,  was 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  the  revenue 
of  the  corresponding  month  of  1845,  under  the  tariff 
of  1842.  He  had  been  so  informed  at  the  treasury 
department. 

Mr.  McKay  confirmed  the  statement. 

Amendments  were  offered  and  voted  on,  when  the 


committee  rose.  The  house  concurred  in  some  of 
the  amendments  and  then  passed  Ihe,  bill. 

Again  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Ficklin  in  the  chair. 

Supplemental  little  tariff,  or  additional  revenue  bill. 
Mr.  McKay,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  “to  increase 
the  revenue  derivable  from  duties  on  imports,  also 
from  Ihe  sale  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  with  Mexico.”  Which  motion  was 
agreed  to  and  the  bill  read  through. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  its  first  section  so  as  to 
make  a provision  to  leducethe  salaries  of  all  officers 
of  government  which  exceed  $1,000,  and  tFie  pay  of 
members  of  congress,  to  an  amount  of  25  per  cent. 

This  question  was  debated  for  some  time,  when 
the  committee  rose,  (great  confusion  prevailing  all 
the  lime,)  and  a resolution  to  end  the  debate  in  30 
minutes,  was  adopted.  The  house  went  into  com. 
miitee  again  on  the  same  bill.  (Great  uproar  and 
noise  prevailing.) 

The  amendment  to  tax  the  salaries  of  office  hold- 
ers w as  ruled  out  of  order.  Mr  Cocke  appealed  from 
the  chair’s  decision,  but  the  conimitiee  sustained  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Wentworth  moved  to  strike  out  the  tax  on  tea 
and  coffee.  Motion  lost — Yeas  92,  nays  94. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  insert  that  the  tariff'  act  of  1846  be 
repealed,  and  that  of  1842  be  restored.  Motion  lost. 
Yeas  68,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Tibbutls  moved  to  strike  out  tea  and  coffee  and 
insert  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  additional  duly  on  all 
Ollier  articles  specified  in  the  bill — which  amend- 
ment the  committee  concurred  in — yeas  93,  nays  90. 
— [This  was  done  simply  to  get  a vote  by  yeas  and 
nats,  in  the  bouse,  on  taxing  lea  and  coffee  ] 

A great  many  amendments  were  subsequently  of- 
feied  and  disposed  of.  Mr.  Hamlin  moved  a substi- 
tute, it  being  the  original  bill  so  altered  as  to  impose 
additional  duties  on  silks,  linens,  spirits,  wines,  cor-' 
dials,  woollen  goods,  worsted,  and  wool,  but  omit- 
ting the  section  which  proposed  to  graduate  the  price 
of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Wick  moved  to  amend  Mr.  H’s  substitute  by 
adding  the  laud  section  of  the  original  bill,  but  the 
speaker  having  ruled  Mr.  W’s  amendment  out  of  or- 
der, Mr.  Hamlin  then  modified  his  amendment  so  as 
to  annex  the  said  land  section,  but  with  the  proviso 
“that  the  benefit  ol  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  authorized  by  this  act  shall  extend  to 
actual  settlers  and  pre-emplors  only  ” 

Mr.  Wenlworlh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  substitute  as  far  as  it  applied  to  tea 
and  coffee.  Motion  carried  by  94  yeas  to  83  nays. 
A motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  land  sec- 
tion of  the  substitute  and  agreed  to  by  114  yeas,  noes 
not  counted. 

The  substitute  thus  amended  w as  then  agreed  to 
and  the  commiUee  rose  and  repoited  the  bill  as 
amended,  being  Mr.  Hamlin's  substuuie,  but  divested 
of  lax  on  tea  and  coffee  and  of  the  section  pioposing 
to  gradiihle  the  price  of  the  public  lauds. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. — 
Motion  lost — yeas  78,  nays  126. 

The  vole  was  then  taken  on  coiicurriug  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  itie  whole,  that  is  to  strike 
out  lax  on  lea  and  coffee,  and  ihe  section  which  pro- 
posed to  graduate  the  price  ot  the  public  lands,  and 
was  decided  in  Hie  affirmative — yeas  105,  nays  103. 

The  question  llien  came  up,  “tOiall  the  bill,  as 
amended,  pass?”  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
— yeas  68,  nays  136. 

A motion  to  reconsider  was  then  made,  and  by 
vote  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  1. — Mr.  Elletl,  of  Miss.,  arose 
and  staled  that  he  hud  voted  iii  the  negative  on  the 
question  of  agreeing  to  Iho  suhslitute  ol  Mr.  Hamlin, 
as  reported  by  the  committee  ol  the  whole  on  ISalur- 
day  last.  As  his  vole  had  not  been  recorded,  the 
error  was  now  ordered  to  be  rectified. 

Mr.  Edsall's  vote,  unrecoided,  w as  ordered  at  Mr. 
Welworih’s  suggeslion  to  be  recorded,  Mr.E.  having 
voted  in  the  affhrmalive. 

Jiish  relief  but — '3'be  bill  from  the  senate  was  call- 
ed up,  aiiu  a motion  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenn.,  to 
lay  It  upon  the  table.  Motion  lost  by  yeas  75,  nays 
82, 

Mr.  Levin,  of  Pa,,  moved  that  an  amendment  be 
added,  giving  half  a million  of  dollars  to  Ihe  suff'er- 
ing  Americans  who  are  poor.  Ruled  out  of  order. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  lo  the  ways  and  means 
without  instructions. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Paul  Jones 
was  laid  upon  the  table.  A motion  was  made  to  re- 
consider and  a lurther  motion  lo  iay  the  question  of 
reconsideration  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Bowlin,  of  Mo.,  i.nproved  the  occasion  lo 
make  a speech  against  the  bill,  and  pronounced  its 
passage  disgraceful  lo  the  house. 
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Mr.  Whitt,  of  N.  Y..  replied,  and  the  bill  (amen- 
ded bv  ihe  senate)  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

The  bill  amended  bv  the  senate,  regulating  the 
cf'mpeiisation  to  cnnniry  post  masters  was  then  ta- 
ken up,  and  after  action  thereon  was  passed  over. 

Mexicnn  cnmmUsion.  A motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Hnuslon.  of  A'ahima,  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  a joint  resolution  for  the  ascertainment 
of  claim-  against  Ihe  government  of  Mexico.  After 
some  earnest  words  between  Mr.  J.  Ingersoll  and 
Mr.  Houston.  The  motion  was  rejected. 

A lesoliition  proposing  that  each  member  be  al- 
lowed twelve  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  at 
at  the  public  expense,  equal  to  an  appropriation  of 
§21  256 'o  Blair  & Rives  for  the  long  session  and 
§10,628  for  the.  short  session,  each  .member  al- 
lowed 12  copies,  price  §6  each,  for  the  long  session, 
and  §3  for  the  short  session,  was  carried  by  yeas 
78,  nays  73. 

Thanks  to  General  Taylor.  The  house  received 
from  the  senate,  the  joint  eesolution  which  has  been 
for  so  long  a time  in  transitu  between  the  two  houses. 
The  senate  propose  “a  sword  with  suitable  devices 
instead  of  a gold  medal,”  and  the  same  substitute  is 
also  proposed  to  the  Major  Generals,  and  Brigadiers 
General  serving  at  Monterey.  The  senate  substitute 
was  adopted. 

A bill  was  passed  giving  the  assent  of  congress  to 
a bill  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 
and  allowing  a toll  upon  vessels  passing  along  James’ 
river — a company  having  been  organized  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  river. 

Seven  P.  M.  Mr.  Winlhrop,  from  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  to  exempt  philo- 
sophical apparatus  from  duly.  A motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  95  to  90. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesd.vt,  March  2.  The  house  for  some  time 
was  occupied  debating  the  proposition  to  print  a re- 
vised edition  of  the  revenue  and  commercial  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  left  it  undisposed  of. 

Post  Office  Bill;  the  conference  committee  on  the 
post  office  bill  made  their  report  that  the  country 
post  masters  receiving  §200  per  annum  and  under 
may  have  the  privilege  of  writing  and  receiving  let- 
ters upon  their  own  business,  free. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  bill. — The  house  went  into 
committee  upon  the  senate  anieu  dmcnts  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill,  and  agreed  to  all  the  amend- 
ments lor  the  new  custom  houses  proposed  in  the  se- 
nate, and  made  appropriations  for  custom  houses,  in 
one  form  or  another,  at  New  Orleans,  Charleston, 
Savannah,  Eastpurt,  Castirie,  Boston  and  other 
points. 

A debate  arose  upon  the  amendments  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia, in  ihecourseof  which,  brief  speech- 
es were  made  by  Mr.  Schenck  of  Ohio,  Mr.  McGaug- 
hey  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Roberts  of  Miss,  and  others,  in 
reference  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  works  of 
public  improvement. 

The  debate  was  protracted  to  a late  hour  upon 
this  question,  and  the  appropriation  for  the  bridge 
over  the  Potomac,  was  agreed  to  by  a vote  of  87  to 
70. 

The  senate  having  agreed  to  an  appropriation  for 
a painting  for  the  vacant  panne!  of  the  rotundo,  the 
house  moved  to  strike  out.  As  an  amendment  to 
this,  Mr.  Chapman  of  Md.  proposed  that  the  subject 
of  this  next  painting  shall  be  the  landing  of  the  pil- 
grims in  Maryland.  Rejected. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  moved  that  the  subject  should 
be  left  open,  and  this  was  rejected,  and  also  various 
subjects  proposed  by  members. 

'J'be  amendment  of  the  senate,  after  various  mo- 
tions to  defeat  it,  and  change  it,  was  agreed  to,  and 
Wm.  Powell  of  Ohio  was  selected  and  to  receive  six 
thousand  dollars  for  the  service. 

The  appropriation  of  the  senate  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  be  paid  by  the  government  to  the  owners 
of  the  Spanish  schooner  L’Amistad,  gave  rise  to 
debate. 

Mr.  Giddings  gave  the  facts  and  spoke  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  appropriation,  contending  that  the  claim 
was  a most  unjust  one,  and  that  facts  showed  that 
Ruiz  and  Muntez  had  no  just  claims  upon  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  iJohnes  replied  to  this,  and  thought  the  claim 
a most  just  and  equitable  one. 

The  deoate  ended  here  by  resolution. 

Later  in  the  day,  when  the  amendment  was  before 
the  committee  and  no  discussion  allowed, 

Mr.  .dciams  aski  d permission  of  the  committee  to 
say  a lew  words  upon  the  amendment.  Leave  was 
unanimously  granted.  Mr.  A.  said,  had  the  secretary 
of  slate  ex'amined  the  Amistad  case  he  would  never 
have  wrilien  the  letter  read  during  the  debate  by  Mr. 
Holmes.  The  iinlemnily  asked  was  for  properly, 
j^ul  there  was  no  properly.  The  persons  ciaimen  as 
uch  were  freemen,  discharged  freemen — freemen 


sent  home  to  Africa — men  declared  to  be  free  by  our 
courts.  The  Spanish  government  had  made  no  de- 
mand for  these  men  as  property,  but  demanded  them 
as  assassins,  and  not  as  slaves.  If  assassins,  they 
could  not  be  properly,  having  forfeited  their  lives  by 
their  crimes,  and  had  they  been  delivered  up  they 
would  have  been  sent  to  Cuba  to  be  executed.  Mr. 
A.  said  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary  before  con- 
gress this  morning  was  very  extraordinary,  and  seem 
ed  to  suppose  that  congress  could  not  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  such  an  appropriation.  The  secretary 
had  even  gone  beyond  the  Spanish  government.  His 
letter  was  a total  perversion  of  the  whole  case. — 
There  never  had  been  a more  groundless  claim.  God 
forbid  that  such  a demand  should  ever  be  allowed. — 
Mr.  A.  was  emphatic  in  the  declaration  that  there 
was  no  foundation  for  these  claims,  and  very  earnest 
in  his  hope  that  the  appropriation  would  not  be 
made.  The  appropriation  ($50,000)  was  then  re- 
jected, yeas  28,  nays  95. 

The  senate  amendment,  giving  extra  compensation 
to  Ritchie  and  Heiss,  was  agreed  to  by  a vote  of  91 
to  54  and  Ihe  bill  reported  to  the  house. 

The  house  here  at  half  past  two,  took  a recess  till 
five  o’clock,  and  then  having  reassembled,  and  not 
being  full,  by  general  consent,  some  bills  returned 
from  Ihe  senate,  were  laid  before  them  by  the 
speaker. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
“an  act  to  raise  for  a limited  time  an  additional  mi- 
litary force,  and  for  other  purposes,”  was  read  a first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  three  million  bill. — The  senate  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropri.itions  to  bring  the  existing  war  with 
Mexico  to  a speedy  and  honorable  termination,  was 
then  laid  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Houston  moved  to  refer  it  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McHeniy  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  81,  nays  103. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  carry  into 
eflec.t  in  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  the 
existing  compact  with  those  slates  in  regard  to  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  and  the  school  reservations,’’ 
with  the  amendments  of  the  senate  thereto;  when  the 
senate  amendments  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
piracy  in  certain  cases  was  read  three  times  and 
passed. 

Three  million  bill. — Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  take  up  the 
three  million  bill. 

Mr.  Douglas,  hoped  the  house  would  take  the 
question  on  the  bill  now,  and  then  suspend  the  rule 
which  lorbids  bills  to  be  sent  to  the  president  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session.  [Cries  of  “no  bargains.”] 

Every  effort  now  to  get  the  bill  up  however,  was 
defeated,  by  members  refusing  to  vote, and  thus  leav- 
ing the  committee  without  a quorum. 

Several  motions  to  adjourn,  were  rejected. 

Mdilional  army  officers.  The  house  took  up  the 
bill  for  increasing  the  number  of  general  officers,  and 
the  senate  amendments  having  been  read,  and  the 
question  being  on  striking  out  the  general  in  chief, 

Mr.  McHenry,  moved  that  the  house  recede  from 
its  disagreement  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Boyd,  moved  that  the  house  insist  on  its  dis- 
agreement. The  Chair  ruled  the  motions  to  be 
equivalent  to  each  other,  and  put  the  question  first 
made,  viz.  will  tins  house  recede.-' 

Mr.  McHenry,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  went  into  a very 
animated  and  earnest  speech  in  opposition  to  the  fea- 
ture which  the  senate  had  stricken  out.  He  observ- 
ed that,  if  any  administration  in  England  or  on  the 
continent  had  been  sustained  under  all  their  difficul- 
ties by  such  gallant  battles  as  had  lately  occurred  on 
our  southern  frontier  and  in  Mexico,  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation  would  have  been  commensurate  with  the 
extent  of  the  kingdom.  His  opposition  was  animat- 
ed by  no  personal  opposition  to  any  of  the  officers, 
or  any  regard  to  ihe  question  whether  they  were  in 
the  whig  or  democratic  ranks;  but  he  insisted  that, 
if  such  a blow  as  this  feature  of  the  bill  proposed  to 
inflict  upon  their  honor  should  be  prrpetrated,  it 
would  be  a blow  at  the  spirit,  the  honor,  and  the  vir- 
tue of  the  whole  army,  it  was  a blow  which  would 
ultimately  recoil  on  every  man  who  inflicted  it  not 
only,  but  upon  every  man  in  Ibis  nation.  It  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  this;  a proposition  to  place 
civil  polity,  ay,  he  niightsay,  civil  politics  and  party 
politics,  in  the  van  of  all  the  honor  and  all  the  brave- 
ry which  adorned  oui  army. 

In  Europe  men  were  educated  for  the  military 
profession,  and  it  had  been  the  policy  o(  our  fathers 
to  have  their  ar.nies  led  by  men  properly  trained  to 
the  military  art,  as  well  as  in  civil  accomplishments; 


and  yet  now,  because  Gen.  Taylor,  who  had  never 
thought  of  the  presidency,  or  of  running  the  race  to 
obtain  it,  but  whose  whole  life  had  been  spent  in 
camps  and  m the  field,  who  had  won  victory  after 
victory,  and  added  more  to  the  national  glory  than 
any  other  man  now  living,  happened  unfortunately 
to  be  cursed  with  the  name  of  “whig,”  he  must  be 
superseded  and  publicly  dishonored  and  disgraced. — 
Mr.  H.  said  there  were  times  when  good  men  felt 
that  parly  was  nothing,  and  that  country  was  all. — 
But,  if  that  we  read  in  Greek  and  in  Roman  story 
was  true,  it  seemed  as  if  the  time  was  fast  coming 
in  this  republic  when  public  virtue  will  be  a crime, 
and  to  have  promoted  the  glory  of  the  government 
would  bnt  ensure  a man’s  disgrace  and  prepare  the 
way  for  his  ruin.  Surely  this  was  a day  when  gen- 
tlemen on  all  sides  of  Ihe  house  should  agree  to  sa- 
crifice their  petty  political  differences  and  feuds  on 
the  aliar  of  their  common  country,  and  resist  so  mon- 
strous a scheme  as  was  now  on  foot  to  place  a civi ; 
Man,  a politician,  over  the  heads  of  veteran  officers 
who  had  rendered  the  country  the  most  valuable  ser- 
vices, merely  because  they  did  not  happen  to  belong 
to  the  pure  unsophisticated  democratic  school.  Yes; 
that  was  the  alpha  and  the  omega  of  their  offence. — 
We  had  been  precipitated  (he  cared  not  by  whom) 
into  a war  in  which  wo  could  not  retreat  without 
dishonor,  nor  advance  without  a complication  of  mi- 
series. Was  this  a time  to  place  at  the  head  of  the 
national  forces  a mere  politician  who  was  intriguing 
as  a candidate  for  the  next  presidency? 

Mr.  H.  said  when  he  looked  at  what  was  passing 
around  him,  he  sometimes  doubled  whether  we 
should  have  a next  president.  If  gentlemen  went  on 
with  their  disorders,  and  conducted  the  public  busi- 
ness ill  the  way  they  were  now  doing,  it  might  well 
be  doubted  whether  we  ever  should  have  another 
presidential  election. 

Mr.  Grover  here  interposed  and  reminded  the  chair 
ihat  the  gentleman  at  the  outset  had  promised  to 
speak  but  five  minutes:  was  not  the  lime  up? 

The  chair  replied  that  the  gentleman  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Holmes  resumed  and  further  insisted  on  the 
absurdity  of  appointing  a man  who  had  led  only  par- 
ty forces  in  the  political  arena  to  supersede  gallant 
and  veteran  officers  in  the  field.  Should  so  scanda- 
lous a measure  prevail  he  trusted  in  God  that  ail  the 
brave  and  highminded  men  that  now  held  distinguish- 
ed positions  in  our  army  would  at  once  resign  and 
leave  the  field  to  this  new  Earl  of  Mar. 

Mr.  H.  also  adverted  to  the  low  stale  of  the  finan- 
ces, and  complimented  the  bravery  of  gentlemen  in 
voting  men  and  money  and  pushing  on  the  war,  who 
dare  not  imposea  paltry  lax  on  tea  and  coffee  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  Another  sort  of  patriots 
were  for  disturbing  the  whole  country  by  their  Wil- 
mot  proviso,  and  then  contrived  to  make  their  own 
peace  with  the  executive,  and  escape  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  confusion  they  had  set  on  foot. 

Before  Mr.  H.  would  consent  to  disgrace  our  ofli- 
cers  by  voting  for  such  a degrading  proposition,  he 
would  consent  never  to  see  the  congress  again,  never 
call  eimself  a party  man.  He  knew  the  time  of  the 
house  was  precious,  (and  the  house  had  proved  it  by 
wasting  three  hours  of  this  evening  in  doing  nothing,) 
and  he  should  not,  therefor*,  protract  his  remarks; — 
but,  if  it  must  pass  here,  he  trusted  it  never  would 
get  through  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Boyd  now  moved  the  previous  question. 

[Voices:  ‘Well  done,  Boyd — that’s  a good’speech!,]- 

It  was  seconded — eyes  67,  noes  50 

Mr.  Boyd  thereupon  moved  to  adjourn. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesdat,  March  3.  Irish  relief  bill.  Mr. 
Winlhrop,  of  Mass.,  ofi'ered  a resolution  instructing 
the  ways  and  means  committee  to  report  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Ireland.  (Mr.  McKay  having  kept  tho 
bill.) 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  W.  was  objected  to,  and  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  negatived. 

Mr.  Carroll,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
if  this  bill,  and  various  attempts  were  made  to  get 
at  It,  and  all  unsuccesful. 

Pension  and  the  three  million  bill.  Mr.  McKay  re- 
ported  the  naval  pension  bill  with  an  amendment  of 
the  senate  granting  $3,000  for  the  pay  of  the  amounts 
of  certificates  due  from  the  privateer  pension  fund. 

To  this  amendment,  and  as  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means, nMr.  McKay  reported  the  three  mil- 
lion appropriation  for  the  president,  to  be  applied 
for  Mexican  territory. 

Ml.  Winlhrop  rose  to  a question  of  order  and  sta- 
ted that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee) had  not  been  authorized  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  and  had  never  been  heard  <5  f by 
that  committee. 

Many  members  sprung  to  their  feet  upon  points  of 
order,  and  denounced  the  disorderly  attempt  to  annex 
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such  a bill  to  one  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  or- 
phans. 

The  speaker,  (the  chair  occupied  by  Mr.  Hopkins) 
labored  for  a long  time  to  restore  order,  and  to  put 
members  in  their  seals.  The  confusion  was  great, 
and  the  majority  of  the  members  indignant  at  the 
attempt  made  to  present  the  subject  in  such  a 
form. 

Mr.  Winthrop  denied  that  the  ways  and  means 
committee  had  agreed  to  any  such  report. 

Mr.  Brinkerhoff  proposed  a compromise  with  Mr. 
McKay.  “No  compromises,”  responded  many  mem- 
bers. 

The  speaker  ruled  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay 
out  of  order,  as  irrevelant  to  the  bill  (for  the  pay- 
ment of  naval  pensions)  and  would  require  a refer- 
ferenca  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union.  [Mr.  Boyd  took  an  appeal  from  the 
cbaiir. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  Mr.  McKay's 
amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  a vote  of  123 
to  48.  The  amendment  asking  for  §3000  was  now 
agreed  to. 

Heirs  of  Paul  Jones.  The  committee  on  claims  re- 
ported back  this  bill,  and  a motion  was  made  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table  which  was  lost  by  a vote  of  yeas 

79,  nays  83. 

Lieutenant  general  bill.  Mr.  Boyd  called  up  the 
supplemental  bill,  and  the  motion  pending  was  upon 
concurring  with  the  senate  in  its  amendments.  The 
house,  82  yeas,  105  nays,  voted  to  insist.  Other 
amendments  were  also  insisted  upon,  and  the  bill 
returned  to  the  senate  for  a coramitiee  of  confer- 
ence; 

The  conferees  from  the  senate  were  Messrs.  Dix, 
Bagby  and  Badger,  and  from  the  house  Messrs.  Boyd, 
Brinkerhoff  and  Thompson. 

Three  million  bill  passed,  and  the  IVilinol  proviso  ex- 
cluded, The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  three  million  bill. 

Mr.  Wilmot  moved  to  add  to  to  the  bill  the  clause 
generally  known  as  the  Wilmot  proviso,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

^'Provided,  That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  territory  on  the 
continent  of  America  which  shall  hereafter  be  ac- 
quired by  or  annexed  to  the  United  States  by  virtue 
of  this  appropriation,  or  in  any  other  manner  what- 
ever, except  for  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted:  Provided,  ahoays,  That  every 
person  escaping  into  such  territory  from  whom  la- 
bor or  service  is  law  fully  claimed  in  any  one  of 
the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawlully 
claimed  and  conveyed  out  of  said  territory  to  the 
power  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service.” 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Wilmol’s  pro- 
viso by  striking  out  all  after  “provided,”  and  in- 
serting— 

“If  any  territory  be  acquired  by  the  United  Slates 
from  Mexico,  the  Missouri  compromise  line  of  36°  I 
30'  shall  bo  extended  direct  to  the  Pacific  Ocean; 
that  is,  slavery  shall  be  prohibited  north  of  that  line 
and  allowed  south  of  it.” 

Disagreed  to:  Ayes  64,  noes  96. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  proviso  moved  by 
Mr.  'Wilmot,  and  it  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  90,  noes 

80. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 
Mr.  Rathbun  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
and  put,  viz:  Will  the  bouse  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  (the 
Wilmot  proviso.^)  It  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
ydas  and  nays  as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Q Adams,  Anderson, 
Arnold,  Ashman,  Benton,  liriiikerhoff,  William  W. 
Campbell,  John  H Campbell,  Carroll,  Calhcart,  Colla- 
mer,  Collin,  Cranston,  Cummins,  Darragh,  Delano, 
DeMott,  Dillingham,  Dixon,  Dunlap,  Ellsworth,  John 
H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Fries,  Giddings,  Gordon,  Grinnel, 
Grover,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hampton,  Harper,  Henry  Elias 
H,  Holmes,  Hough,  John  W.  Plouston,  S.  D.  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hungertord,  Washington  Hunt,  Jas.  B.  Hunt, 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  Jenkins,  Jas.  H.  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
D.  P.  King.  Preston  King,  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lewis, 
McClelland,  Jos.J.  McDowell,  McGaughey,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh,  Miller,  Moseley,  Moulton, Niven,  Norris,  Per- 
rilhPetttit,  Pollock,  Ramsey,  Rathbun,  Ripley,  Ritter, 
Julius  Rockwell,  J.  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Runk.Sawtelle, 
Scammon,  Schenck,  Seaman,  Severance,  Truman 
Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stewart,  Strohm, 
Sykes,  B.  Thompson,  Thurman,  'Vance,  Vinton,  Went- 
worth, Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Wilmot,  Winthrop, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yost— 97.  . 

NAYS— Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barrin- 

fer,  Bayly,  Bedinger,,  Bell,  James  Black,  J.  A.  Black, 
lowdon,  Boyd,  Brockenbrough,  Brodhead,  Milton 
Brown,  Wm.  G.  Brown,  Burt,  John  G.  Chapman, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  R.  Chapman,  Chase,  Chip- 
man,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cottrell,  Crozier,  Culluni,  Curiniiig- 
ham,  Daniel,  Dargan,  G Davis,  Dockery,  Douglas, 
Edsall,  Eilet,  Erdnrian,  E.  H.  Bwiiig,  Foster,  Garvin, 
Gentryi  Giles,  Graham,  Harmanson,  Henley,  Hilliard, 


Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Geort’e  S Houston,  Edm’d 
W.  Hubard,  Hunter,  Chas.  J.  Ingersoll,Jos.  Johnson, 
A.  Johnson,  Geo  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jones.  Kauffman, 
Thomas  Butler  King,  Leake.  Leffler,  La  Sere,  Ligon, 
Long,  Lumpkin,  McClean,  McDaniel,  McHenry.  Prlc- 
Kay.  John  P.  Martin,  B.  Martin,  Morris,  Morse, 
Newton,  Owen,  Parish,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pits- 
bury,  Reid.  Relfe,  Rhett,  Roberts,  Russell,'!  Sawyer, 
Seddon,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Leonard  H Sims,  Simp- 
son, Robt.  Smith,  Stanton,  Strong,  Thomasson.  James 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tibbatts.  Towns,  Tread- 
way, Trumbo,  Wick,  Woodward,  Woodworth  and 
Young — 102. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilmot  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table; 
which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas 
87,  nays  114. 

The  bill  was  read  a third  time. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put,  viz:  Shall 

the  bill  pass.^  It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Stephen,  Adams,  Atkinson, 
Bayly,  Bedinger,  Benton,  James  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brockenbrough, 
Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Burt,  John  H.  Camp- 
bell, Cathcart,  A.  A.  Chapman,  Reuben  Chapman, 
Chase,  Chipman,  Cobb,  Collin,  Cortrell,  Cullom, 
Cummins,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Dargan,  De  Mott, 
Dobbin,  Douglass,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Edsall,  El- 
let’  Ellsworth,  Erdman,  Faran,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Gar- 
vin, Giles,  Gordon,  Harmansonf  Henley,  Isaac  E. 
Holrae.s,  Hopkins,  Hough,  George  S.  Houston,  E. 
W.  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter, 
Chas.  J.  Ingersoll,  Jenkins,  Jas.  H.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Sea- 
born Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennedy,  Lawrence,  Leake, 
Leffler,  La  Sere,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McCleau,  Mc- 
Clelland, McCrate,  McDaniel,  Joseph  J.  McDowell, 
McKay,  John  P.  Marlin,  B.  Martin,  Morris,  Morse, 
Newton,  Niven,  Norris,  Owen,  Parish,  Payne,  Per- 
rill,  Perry,  Pillsbury,  Reid,  Relfe,  Rhett,  Ritter, 
Roberts,  Russell,  Sawtelle,  Scammon,  Seddon,  A.  D. 
Sims,  L.t  H.  Sima,  Simpson,  Robert  Smilh,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Strong,  Sykes,  James  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tibbatts,  Towns,  Tred 
way,  Wick,  Williams,  Woodward,  Woodworth, 
Yost— 115. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Q Adams,  Arnold, 
Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bell,  Brinkerhoff,  M.  Brown, 
Buffington,  William  W.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Jonn  G. 
Chapman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Crozier, 
Darragh,  Delano,  Dixon,  Dockery,  John  H.  Ewing, 
Edwin  H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Ge.utry,  Giddings,  Graham, 
Grinnell,  Grover,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hampton,  Harper, 
Henry,  Hilliard,  Hoge,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W. 
Houston,  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Washington 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Daniel  P.  King,  Preston 
King,  Thomas  B.  King,  Lewis,  Long,  McGaughey, 
McHenry,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Miller,  Mosley,  Moul- 
ton, Pendleton,  Pollock,  Ramsey,  Ripley,  Julius 
Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Runk,  Schenck, 
Seaman,  Severance,  Truman  Smilh,  Albert  Smith, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stewart,  Strohm,  Thomasson,  Benj. 
Thompson,  Trumbo,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wentworth, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilmot,  Winthrop,  Wood,  Wright, 
Young — 81. 

So  the  three  million  bill  was  passed. 

A motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
taken  on  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the  motion  to  re- 
consider laid  on  the  table. 

7'he  sub -treasury  bill,  amendatory  ol  the  subtreasury 
act,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  alter  progress,  Mr. 
McKay  moved  to  close  debate  on  it  in  30  minues  after 
the  committee  shall  again  resume  its  session.  Motion 
agreed  to,  and  the  house  again  went  into  committee 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  Hunt,  moved  to  amend  by  repealing  the 
sub  treasury  act. 

Mr.  Winthrop  said  that  he  could  not  forbear  calling 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  this  second  section  of 
the  bill.  It  furnished  an  admirable  illustration  of  the 
financial  policy  of  the  administration.  The  govern- 
ment was  to  receive  from  its  debtors  nothing  but  gold 
and  silver  or  treasury  notes  at  par;  but  when  it  came 
to  its  creditors  the  case  was  to  be  changed.  If  the 
government  had  no  gold  and  silver,  and  its  notes 
were  at  a discount,  the  creditor  was  to  be  forced  to 
take  the  notes  at  par,  or  to  go  without  his  payment. 
The  coolness  with  u hich  this  was  held  out  as  a posi- 
tive privilege  to  the  creditor  was  quite  amusing.  If 
the  creditor  prefers  depreciated  paper  to  nothing, 
(this  section  provides,)  he  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive such  paper!  To  this  complexion  it  had  come 
at  last.  The  government  was  to  turn  banker,  to  be- 
come a grand  dealer  in  paper  money,  and  to  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  its  debts  in  its  own  depreciated  notes. 

I'hus  at  last  we  accomplised  the  predictions  that  the 
subti  easury  system  was  only  a government  bank  in 
disguise,  and  a bank,  as  it  now  appeared,  which  was 


to  be  authorized  to  commence  Its  career  by  dealing 
in  a depreciated  currency. 

Mr.  Seaman  moved  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
the  senate  bill  of  last  session,  to  establish  a branch 
mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Hungerford  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
as  follows: 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the 
treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  named  in  the  ninth 
section  of  this  act,  all  moneys,  books,  and  papers  in 
the  hands  of  the  assistant  treasurer  in  the  city  of  N. 
Y.  shall  be  transferred  to  the  treasurer  of  the  branch 
mint  established  by  this  act;  and  said  branch 
mint  shall  thereafter  be  the  place  of  deposite  for 
the  public  moneys  instead  of  the  rooms  now  used  in 
the  custom  house;  and  the  treasurer  of  said  branch 
mint  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  contained 
in  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provirip  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  treasury,  and  for  the  collection, 
safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,”  approved  August  6,  1846,  which  relate 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans. 
Agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment as  amended;  when  the  hour  appointed  for  taking 
a recess  having  arrived,  the  chair  was  vacated  until 
5 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  question  on  Mr.  Seaman's 
amendment  as  amended,  was  now  put,  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr  McKay  moved  the  previous  question;  and  un- 
der its  operation  the  amendments  of  the  committee 
ol  the  whole  were  concurred  in,  and  then  the  bill  ■ 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  “and  to  establish 
a branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New  'York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  sixteenth  joint 
rule  was  suspended,  on  the  part  of  the  house,  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  the  foregoing  bill  to  the  sen- 
ate. 

Army  officers. — Mr.  Boyd,  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  house,  appointed  to 
confer  with  a similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  general  officers  for  the  army  in 

made  a I'epOFl. 

The  report  was  read.  The  principal  and  most 
important  recommendation  it  made  was  that  the  se- 
nate recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  fourth 
amendment  of  the  house,  authorizing  the  president 
to  designate  and  assign  one  of  the  major  generals, 
without  respect  to  date  of  commissions,  &c.  to  be 
commander  in  chief  of  army  in  Mexico. 

A debate  lollowed,  in  which  Messrs.  Ashmun,  Car- 
roll,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Sims,  ol  S.  C.  Bayly,  and 
Woodworth  took  part. 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
put,  viz:  Will  the  house  concur  with  the  committee 
of  conference  in  their  report.^  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  92,  nays  68. 

1’he  house  then  resolved  itself  into  comaiittee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Hamlin  in 
the  chaii),  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  senate  providing  for  the  building  and  equipment 
of  four  naval  steamships,  together  with  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  of  the 
house,  after  debate  and  action,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  senate. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  relinquishing  to  the  city 
of  Madison,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  a strip  of  land 
lying  on  the  Ohio  river,  &c.  was  taken  up,  and  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  for  lighting  with 
gas  the  Capitol  and  capitol  grounds  was  taken  up, 
read  three  times  and  passed. 

'I  he  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
reduction  of  cost  and  expenses  of  proceedings  in  ad- 
miralty against  ships  and  vessels  was  concurred  in. 
So  the  bill  stands  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  concerning  the  purchase  of 
additional  land  for  the  use  of  the  armory  at  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  Springfield  was  taken  up,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  authorising  the  employment 
of  the  United  Slates  ships  Macedonian  and  James- 
town to  transport  provisions  to  the  suffering  poor  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland  was  taken  up;  and,  after  some 
remarks  by  Messrs.  Winthrop,  Hilliard,  Brodhead,  C, 
J.  Ingersoll,  Jacob  Thompson,  Stanton,  and  J.  R.  In- 
gersoll, the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  under 
Its  operation  the  resolution  was  passed. 

The  speaker  presented  the  bill  reorganizing  the 
Indian  department  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
been  returned  from  the  senate  with  sundry'  amend- 
ments. The  amendments  of  the  senate  ere  read 
add  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  stands  passed. 


NILES  NATIONAL 


Thanks  to  the  speaker  Mr.  Vinton,  after  appropriate 
remarks  moved  a resolution  of  thanks  of  the  house 
to  the  hon.  J.  IV.  Davis,  for  the  able,  dignified,  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  as  presiding  oflScer  of  this  house  for  the  29th 
congress.  Passed  unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boyd,  another  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  house  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  a similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  tvvo  houses  on 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  number  of  general  officers  for 
the  army  in  Mexico,  the  senate  having  disagreed  to 
the  report  of  their  former  committee. 

The  senate  bill  to  amend  an  act  entiled  "An  act 
to  raise  for  a limited  time  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,’’  was  taken  up,  and 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  refunding  to 
certain  states  moneys  advanced  for  the  equipment 
and  transportation  of  volunteers  for  the  Mexican  war, 
was  taken  up,  and  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Jno.  Paul  Jones 
was  taken  up,  and  the  question  was  put  on  concurring 
with  senate  in  their  amendment,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  Lieutenant  General.  The  house  took  up  the 
message  of  the  senate  communicating  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  number  of  general 
officers,  &c. 

The  report  was  read.  Its  principal  and  most  im- 
portant recommendation  is,  that  the  house  recede 
from  its  amendment  authorising  the  president  to 
designate  and  assign  one  of  the  major  generals,  with- 
out regard  to  date  of  commission,  &c.  provided  for 
in  the  bill,  to  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  the  previous  question;  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Tho  Irish  relief  bill.  Mr.  Wentworth  rose  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  asked  leave  to  offer  a re- 
solution. It  was  objected  to.  Mr.  W.  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  and  asked  that  the  resolution 
might  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  objected  to,  but  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  coruiiiittee  of  ways  and  means 
are  heieby  directed  to  report  forthwith  to  this  house 
the  senate  bill  referred  to  them  for  the  relief  of  Ire- 
land. 

There  were  many  points  of  order  as  to  the  right 
to  have  the  resolution  read  for  information,  when 
Mr.  Andreio  Johnson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president  to  ascertain  if  he  had  any 
further  communication  to  make  to  congress,  made  a 
report. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  siiit 
die.  The  question  w as  put  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Speaker's  valedictory.  The  Speaker  then  rose  and 
and  adilressed  the  house  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  By  the  vote  just  taken  you  have  de- 
termined that  the  29th  congresv  »hall  now  close  its 
labors,  and  the  members  composing  it  are  to  be  se- 
parated, many  of  them  forever.  This  separation  is 
painful  to  many  of  us:  1 trust  it  i.«  so  to  all,  for  we 
met  as  Iriands.  It  can  not,  it  must  not  be,  that  we 
part  as  enemies.  If,  unhappily,  any  unkind  feelings 
shall  have  been  engendered  within  this  hall,  during 
tho  excitement  of  debate  or  of  social  intercourse,  1 
conjure  you  as  a friend  and  brother  that  within  these 
walls  they  now  be  forever  buried  and  forgotten. 

This  congress  has  been  one  of  unusual  and  mo- 
mentous interest — passing  upon  questions  of  war  and 
peace — questions  upon  which  difference  of  opinion 
must  ol  necessity  exist,  and  upon  which  it  is  advan- 
tageous to  the  republic  that  difl'erence  of  opinion 
should  exist.  It  prevents  the  abuses  to  which  ma- 
jorities so  olten  tend,  and  excites  a vigilance,  a 
prudence,  and  a care  always  promotive  of  the  best 
interests  ol  the  commonwealth.  It  is  trile  but  true 
in  politics,  at  least,  that  it  is  manly  to  differ,  but 
childish  to  quarrel  because  we  difler. 

1 have  endeavored  to  do  the  best  of  my  ability  to 
redeem  the  pledge  I made  at  the  opening  of  this  con- 
gress, viz:  ttiat,  lu  my  official  duties  as  speaker,  I 
should  strive  to  know  no  party  but  the  people,  and 
no  locality  but  the  country.  In  bow  far  I have  failed 
to  be  thus  governed  must  be  lelt  to  you  and  your 
coiistiluenis  to  deteruiine. 

I return  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  sincere  and  heart- 
lelt  thanks  lor  ttie  resolution  which  you  have  adopted 
appiobaiory  ol  my  conduct  as  your  presiding  officer; 
anupeimitme  to  assure  you  that  1 view  it  not  as  a 
coniniuiiplaee  compliment,  offered  by  your  hands  and 
sanciioned  by  your  voices,  without  your  feeling  what 
the  resolulion  itsell  expresses.  The  kindness  and 
courtesy  , ttie  forbearance  and  liberality,  with  which 
you  have  always  treated  me,  teaches  me  that  you 
leel  what  you  have  so  kindly  expressed;  and,  in  re- 
turn, 1 can  lay  that  to  each  and  every  member  of  this 
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body  I entertain  the  kindest  feelings,  but  their  is 
implanted  in  my  breast  feelings  of  interest  and  at- 
tachment that  shall  only  go  out  with  my  life. 

To  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  relieved 
me  in  the  performance  of  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
chair,  I am  under  particular  and  personal  obliga- 
tions. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  with  a fervent  hope  that 
each  of  you  may  long  live  to  enjoy  the  approval  of 
your  country , your  consciences,  and  your  constituents, 
I proceed  to  communicate  your  last  official  act  by 
pronouncing  this  house  adjourned  without  day. 


ARMY  OF  THE  NORTH. 


Intelligence  has  at  length  reached  us  from  Santa 
Fe,  from  which  all  our  readers  are  by  this  time  anxi- 
ous for  information.  We  give  them  at  full,  as  we 
find  them  in  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  from  their 
correspondents. 

From  these  accounts,  we  infer  that  the  battle 
which  took  place  at  El  Passo,  of  which  we  gave  a 
brief  account  in  our  last,  derived  from  the  city  of 
Mexico,  must  have  been  fought  by  Capt.  Cook,  who 
is  here  reported  to  have  been  left  in  a council  of 
his  officers  deliberating  whether  to  make  the  attack. 
He  was  in  advance  of  both  Colonels  Donaphan  and 
Price.  The  former  was  left  at  Tome,  on  the  Rio 
del  Norte,  encamped  with  the  traders  and  waiting  for 
reinforcements  and  quartermaster’s  supplies.  Col. 
Price  was  still  at  Santa  Fe. 

Independence,  February  10,  1847. 

We  have  had  another  arrival  from  the  plains. — 
Mr.  Seymour,  of  your  place,  in  company  with  four 
others  (together  with  a government  express,  in 
charge  of  Thomas  Boggs,)  have  ventured  across  even 
in  raid-winter.  They  left  Sante  Fe  on  the  15lh  De- 
cember, with  one  wagon  to  carry  their  provisions, 
&c.,  but  this  they  had  to  abandon  shortly  after  they 
were  out,  and  make  the  animals  do  the  service  of 
pack  animals,  and  thus  came  along.  Mr.  Seymour 
was  detained  until  the  20lh,  partly  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving further  news  from  below.  An  express  had 
arrived  a day  or  so  before  from  Chihuahua,  but  the 
nature  of  the  news  few,  if  any,  were  acquainted 
with.  We  learn  from  Col.  Owens,  who  was  at  San- 
to Fc,  that  Mr.  Ooniielly,  and  others,  detained  some 
time  since  as  prisoners,  were  all  re/eased,  except  Jas. 
Magoffin,  who  was  taken  under  the  charge  of  trea- 
son, and  would  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  He  had, 
we  believe,  some  letters  in  his  possession  from  the 
officers  at  Washington  to  General  Wool.  The  tra- 
ders were  all  still  at  the  same  point,  about  100  or 
150  miles  below  Santa  Fe,  (three  hundred  wagons 
in  number,)  encamped,  and  would  not  venture  fur- 
ther until  the  troops  were  in  their  advance. 

Gen.  Doniphan  had  returned  from  his  Indian  trip, 
and  was  then  on  his  march  below.  He  had  sent 
back  to  Santa  Fe,  and  ordered  a company  of  artillery 
men  to  accompany  him.  They  were  to  leave  Santa 
Fe  in  a day  or  two,  for  lhal  purpose.  It  was  the 
general  impression,  that  Chihua.hua  could  be  taken 
without  much  difficulty.  No  new*  bad  been  receiv- 
ed of  Gen.  Wool’s  whereabouts. 

The  traders  were  in  good  spirits,  if  they  could  get 
in  the  lower  towns,  as  it  respects  the  sale  of  goods. 
Speyers,  Doane  and  others,  who  went  on  in  ad- 
vance of  the  army,  were  permitted  to  go  along  un- 
molested. 

On  Mr.  Seymour’s  trip  in,  he  experienced  very 
severe  cold  weather.  From  the  25th  December, 
they  were  compelled  to  travel  through  snow  almost 
all  the  way:  at  or  near  the  crossings  of  Arkansas,  it 
was  from  one  to  two  feet  deep.  By  keeping  near, 
or  in  the  timber,  along  tho  whole  route,  they  were 
pretty  well  able  to  get  along  without  freezing. — 
Many  men,  he  says,  are  bound  to  be  frozen  in  their 
attempts  to  come  in.  They  met  a train  or  two  of 
govei  ninent  wagons,  about  eighty  men  in  company, 
this  side  of  the  Arkansas,  with  very  little  provisions; 
and  another  one  still  further  on,  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  with  only  seven  days  half  rations; 
a good  many  of  the  men  were  frozen,  and  unable  to 
travel.  Unless  timely  assistance  is  rendered,  these 
men  (who  are  all  teamsters,  in  employ  of  govern- 
ment,) must  aertainly  starve  and  freeze  to  death. 

Captain  Murphy,  who  took  out  pay  for  the  troops, 
was  pretty  near  tolienl’s  fort — his  animals  had  given 
out — yet  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  others,  and 
would  gel  along  in  safely  to  Santa  Fe.  He  saw  Mr. 
Sublette’s  track  at  or  near  Council  Grove,  about 
eight  days  ago,  but  was  not  able  to  get  intelli- 
gence of  him  otherwise,  he  having  passed  on  pro- 
> lously. 

Mr.  Seymour’s  company  had  nine  of  the  animals 
stolen  from  them  on  the  Arkansas,  and  were  in  con- 
sequence compelled  to  foot  it  some  considerable 
pdFt  of  tho  way;  hence  their  great  delay.  We 


will  have  others  in,  in  a few  days,  when  1 shall  be 
able,  doubtless,  to  tell  you  more.  In  haste,  &c.,  &c. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Feb.  10. 

An  express  arrived  here  this  morning,  from  Santa 
Fe,  which  place  it  left  on  the  16lh  December.  I 
send  you  all  the  news  I can  gather  from  it,  in  the 
hurry  of  the  moment,  as  the  mail  closes  here  to-day. 
By  a letter  from  the  quartermaster  at  Santa  Fe,  I 
learn  that  Col.  Doniphan  had  succeeded  in  making  a 
treaty  with  the  Navijo  Indians,  but  that  they  had  af- 
terwards killed  two  of  his  men.  Col.  Doniphan  had 
started  again  for  Chihuahua,  with  his  regiment,  and 
was  waiting  175  miles  below  Santa  Fe,  for  a compa- 
ny of  artillery  to  join  him-  They  will  leave  Santa 
Fe  on  foot,  having  no  horses  left  fit  for  service.  He 
will  probably  order  the  dragoons  under  Capt.  Burg- 
win  to  accompany  him. 

His  whole  force  will  not  number  1,000  men. — 
There  had  been  no  news  at  Santa  Fe,  of  General 
WonI’s  movements.  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchel  had  loft 
Santa  Fe  with  100  picked  men,  to  open  a communi- 
cation with  Chihuahua.  His  men  were  gathered 
from  the  different  companies.  No  news  from  Gen. 
Kearney.  George  Bent  and  F.  P.  Blair  have  gone 
to  the  Hela  country,  to  trade  with  the  Apaches.  St. 
Vrain  and  Folger,  were  at  Santa  Fe,  except  one 

company,  who  came  over  to  Bent’s  fort  to  winter 

Provisions  were  plenty  at  Santa  Fe;  but  most  of  the 
horses  and  oxen  will  starve  for  want  of  forage. 

Capt.  Murphy  was  40  miles  below  Bent’s  fort,  on 
the  5ih  January;  all  well;  he  had  got  so  far  without 
meeting  any  Indians.  The  express  was  robbed  of 
all  their  mules  in  the  night,  by  the  Pawnees,  about, 
where  I met  them  when  1 came  in.  They  came  in 
the  balance  of  the  way,  on  foot.  They  saw  Sublette’s 
trail  in  the  snow,  at  Pawnee  fork,  the  next  morning 
after  they  were  robbed,  and  think  that  the  Indians 
also  got  his  mules  that  night. 

They  passed  a company  of  80  teamsters,  at  Chou- 
teau island,  about  120  miles  below  the  fort,  on  their 
way  in.  They  were  all  afoot,  and  almost  outof  pro- 
visions— some  of  them  with  their  hands  and  feel  bad- 
ly frozen.  Capt.  Clary  will  send  out  assistance  to 
them  to-morrow  ;but  1 think,  that  one  half  of  them 
will  perish,  before  they  get  relief.  Capt.  Clary  also 
sent,  a few  days  ago,  to  the  Kansas  village,  to  bring 
in  two  men,  who  were  found  on  the  prairie,  half 
starved  and  frozen. 

Two  more  were  found  this  side  of  Council  Grove, 
dead,  lying  at  the  foot  of  a tree — the  bark  of  which 
they  had  eaten  all  around  the  trunk — no  doubt  starv- 
ed to  death. 

Capt.  Murphy  found  two  bodies  on  his  way  out,  at 
Diamond  Spring,  and  buried  them.  The  two  men 
found  at  Council  Grove  were  volunteers,  one  of  them 
with  “D.  B.”  marked  on  his  canteen. 

1 learn  from  the  men  who  brought  the  express, 
that  Capt.  Weigiitman’s  company  and  Capt.  Hudson’s 
were  to  join  Col.  Doniphan.  Capt.  Fischer  was  to 
remain  at  Santa  F'e,  to  garrison  the  fort  lately  built 
there. 

Santa  Fe,  December  14. 

"Major  Clark  has  received  an  order  from  Colonel 
Donaphan,  (who  is  encamped  south  of  us  180  miles, 
with  the  traders,)  to  join  him  forthwith,  with  125  of 
our  battalion,  and  to  proceed  to  Chihuahua.  Noth- 
ing hus  been  heard  of  Gen.  Wool,  up  to  the  present 
lime,  and  we  believe  he  will  not  go  to  Chihuahua 
at  all. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter,  received 
by  a genllemag  in  this  city.  The  letter  is  dated 
"Traders’  Camp,  180  miles  from  Santa  Fe,  Novem- 
ber 14:’’ 

“An  express  from  Capt.  Cooke,  who  started  for 
California  with  the  Mormon  regimenl,  reached  our 
camp  this  morning,  and  we  learn  by  it  that  the  pack 
mules  and  provisions  of  this  force  having  given  out 
the  Captain  has  determined  to  lake  possession  of  the 
town  of  El  Paso,  170  miles  below  this  point,  to  re- 
cruit his  command.  We  expect  to  wait  here  until 
Colonel  Doniphan,  now  within  a few  day’s  march 
shall  overtake  us.’’ 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  Dec.  5,  1846. 

Since  my  last,  dated  the  14th  ult.,  nothing  of  iin- 
porlance  has  occurred;  the  winter  sets  in  with  unu- 
sual rigor,  lime  lags  dull  and  heavily  upon  us,  the 
communication  between  this  territory  and  the  states 
will  soon  end,  and  dreary  will  indeed  then  be  this 
place.  No  news  of  any  kind  from  Chihuahu.a.  The 
traders,  with,  I suppose,  near  two  hundred  wagons 
lie  encamped  at  Valverde,  on  the  Rio  Abago,  afraid 
to  venture  further  south;  a small  detachment  of 
troops  guard  them,  and  we  are  informed  that  great 
scarcity  of  food  exists  amongst  lliein.  The  stations 
of  the  different  troops  have  not  been  changed  in  the 
least,  since  I last  wrote  to  you.  The  state  of  health 
in  the  army  has  improved  a little,  and  we  have  few- 
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er  deaths.  A few  days  ago,  a lieutenant  of  the  Mor- 
mon troops  arrived  here,  bfTnging  the  news  that 
Capt.  Cook  was  within  seventy  miles  of  El  Passo,  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  with  some  few  hundred  troops;  de- 
liberating on  the  propriety  of  attacking  El  Passo.  He 
had  called  a council  of  his  officers  the  day  before 
the  lieutenant  left,  and  it  was  the  belief  of  the  lat- 
ter that  the  Captain  would,  in  all  probability  take 
that  place,  having  to  repair  a number  of  his  broken 
down  teams,  to  purchase  fresh  mules  and  to  repair 
his  wagons  which  he  could  not  safely  do,  without 
first  driving  what  Mexican  force  may  be  in  El  Passo, 
out.  The  population  of  the  district  is  generally  es- 
timated at  between  six  and  eleven  thousand;  Colonel 
Romano  is  still  supposed  lo  be  there  with  his  troops, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  El  Passo  and  the  neighboring 
rancheros  ere  said  lo  be  far  more  energetic  people 
than  the  New  Mexicans  generally,  and  Capt.  Cook 
may  find  it  a serious  job  to  take  the  place.  But  the 
Caplain  is  an  excellent  soldier,  and  an  officer  who 
has  it  in  his  pow  er  of  exercising  great  influence  over 
his  inferiors,  and  of  filling  the  hearts  of  his  men 
■with  unlimited  confidence  in  their  leader. 

The  Mormons  are,  withal,  a hardy  and  brave  set 
of  adventurers,  and  when  marching  through  this 
place,  show  ed  a body  of  troops  evidently  better  dis- 
ciplhied,  and  of  a more  martial  bearing,  than  any  of 
our  Missouri  volunteers  of  the  two  regiments.  1 
think,  therefore  that  Capt.  Cook  will  succeed  in 
whatever  he  will  undertake. 

Col.  Doniphan,  as  1 learn,  has  at  length  succeeded 
in  making  a treaty  with  the  Navajos,  and  will  now 
proceed  on  his  march  to  Chihuahua;  how  long  the 
peace  thus  concluded  will  last,  is  unknown.  Some 
think  a fortnight,  some  less;  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  no  peace  with  them  will  last,  until  they  have 
been  thoroughly  whipped  and  driven  out  of  the 
country,  which  in  the  coming  spring  will  have  to  be 
done,  if  the  citizens  of  this  province  shall  be  pro- 
tected from  their  aggressions. 

Col.  Doniphan  was  at  the  last  date  rear  Tome,  on 
the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  w as  expected  to  break  up  his 
camp,  so  soon  as  teams  could  be  furnished  him  by 
the  quartermaster  at  this  place,  which  1 understand, 
left  here  the  day  before  yesterday. 

About  a fortnight  ago,  Ambrosio  Armijo,  was  ta- 
ken prisoner  by  Capt.  Burgwin,  of  the  U.  S.  Dra- 
goons, at  Albuquerque,  with  two  other  Me.xicans. — 
On  Ambrose  (brother  lo  the  General  of  that 
name,)  was  found  a treasonable  correspondence 
with  Gen  Aroijo,and  letters  were  found  on  his  person 
and  in  the  rifle  barrel  of  one  of  the  other  Mexicans, 
informing  Gen’l.  A.  that  ail  in  this  province  was 
ripe  for  a revolt,  and  needed  but  the  assistance  of 
some  military  display  from  below,  in  order  to  break 
out  on  the  shortest  notice.  What  will  be  done  with 
the  traitors,  I knew  not.  1 learn  that  Don  Ambro- 
sio is  as  great  a simpleton  as  his  worthy  brother  is  a 
coward,  and  the  wliole  matter  may  well  be  a fanci- 
ful invention  of  the  old  gentleman,  to  while  away 
bis  dreary  hours.  Others,  however,  think  tlial  Am- 
brosio has  been  used  only  as  a tool,  in  this  contem- 
plated plan  for  insurrection  and  that  the  matter  is 
entitled  lo  oiore  consideration  ihan  1 am  inclined 
to  give  it.  It  Is  clear  that  the  Mexicans  here  are 
very  much  discontented,  and  the  further  south  you 
go,  the  more  this  will  become  apparent.  The  clergy 
are  our  enemies,  fur  reasons  too  obviuus,  and  too 
palpable  to  need  mentioning  iiere;  the  wealthier 
classes  dislike  our  government,  because  the  liberal 
principles  of  its  institutions  break  down  their 
power;  the  patriotic  must  nerds  feel  mortihcalion 
and  pain,  at  seeing  our  people  domineering  in  their 
homes;  and  the  lower  classes  lived  too  long  in  a 
state  of  abject  slavery,  dependence,  and  ignorance, 
to  be  at  once  capable  of  appreciating  the  benefits 
conferred  on  them  by  the  change  ef  government. — 
All  are  dissatisfied — the  rich,  the  poor,  the  high  and 
the  low;  and  the  Pueblos  are  the  only  people  here. 
Whose  proiej^lations  of  fidelity  can  be  believed;  but 
they  are  content  indeed.  But  notwithstanding  these 
facts,  which  would  seem  to  bode  evil,  and  entitle 
these  plans  of  intended  insurrections  to  some  impor- 
tance, 1 cannot  be  made  to  believe,  that  these  peo- 
ple are  either  so  hardy  or  foolisli,  to  attempt  my 
thing  in  the  shape  of  revolt;  and  must  place  these, 
and  all  similar  attempts,  at  once  under  the  broad 
head  of  Mexican  braggadocio. 

On  the  17ih  uit.  an  order  was  published  by  Col’). 
PnicB,  ordering  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell  to  select  one 
hundred  men  from  the  army,  with  special  regard  lo 
their  physical  and  intellectual  capacity,  to  proceed 
towards  Cnihuahua  and  open  communication  with 
Gen’l.  Wool.  Presuming  that  this  step  on  the  part 
of  our  commander  was  called  for  by  the  present  sit- 
uation of  the  two  armies,  1 take  it  for  granted,  that 
no  man  could  have  been  selected  more  fit  lo  carry 
out  the  ends  of  this  expedition,  than  Lieut.  Colonel 
Mitchell.  Jt  was  amusing,  however,  lo  see  the 
number  of  officers  in  our  army,  who  supposed 


themselves  to  be  qualified  under  the  terms  of  the 
order,  lo  accompany  our  worthy  Colonel.  ]n  short, 
they  were  all  both  physically  and  intellectually  ca- 
pable to  travel  to  Chihuahua,  and  Col.M.  must  have 
been  sorely  puzzled  to  make  his  choice.  The  choice 
of  raplain  fell  upon  our  excellent  Capt.  Weighlman, 
but  Major  Clark  protested  most  solemnly,  that  none 
of  his  artillery  captains  should  leave  him;  the  ap- 
pointment of  Adjutant  Leo.  Walker,  who  had  been 
chosen,  met  with  the  same  fate.  Major  Clark  main- 
taining that  neiilier  his  staff  nor  his  artillery  captains 
should  be  interfered  with,  in  which  he  was  doubtless 
right,  though  I regret  exceedingly,  that  Caplain 
Weighlman  could  not  have  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion. The  officers  finally  chosen  were  as  follows: 

Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell. 

Capt.  Thos.  B.  Hodion,  Laclede  Rangers. 

1st.  Lieut.  Chrs.  Kriebex,  Light  Artillery. 

2d  Lieut.  SpRouLE,  second  regiment. 

2d  Lieut  Todd,  second  regiment. 

2d  Lieut.  Gibson,  Infantry,  Acting  Dept.  Q.  M. 

The  command  left  Santa  Fe  on  yesterday;  1 re- 
mained alone  behind,  expecting  to  follow  in  a few 
days,  and  lo  overtake  the  Colonel  at  Valverde. — 
Capt.  Thompson,  of  the  1st  Dragoons,  accompanied 

the  colonel  and  proceeds  with  him  lo  Chihuahua 

The  command  is  called  the  Chihuahua  Rangers,  and 
some  delight  in  calling  it  the  “forlorn  hope  of  the 
army  of  the  west.”  The  march  is  one  of  great 
hardship,  and  of  some  danger.  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell, 
however,  insists  that  he  will  be  in  Chihuahua  on  the 
5th  of  January,  arriving  there  about  1 o’clock,  p.  m., 
and  1 do  honestly  believe  the  colonel  from  his  es- 
tablished character  for  energy  and  resolution,  will 
doallhesajs.  A few  evenings  ago,  the  “forlorn 
hope”  had  a soiree  given  them  by  Capt.  Garrison  of 
the  commissary  department.  It  was  altogether  a 
splendid  aETair.  Tlie  governor  and  his  whole  “suite” 
attended,  and  there  were  some  forty  guests  present. 

1 must  not  forget  lo  mention  some  of  the  toasts  given 
on  the  occasion.  At  the  supper  table,  Capi.  Garri- 
son rose,  and  alluding  to  Col.  Mitchell’s  expedition, 
oflered  the  follow  ing:  “Col.  Mitchell — What  would 
Ifool  be  without  a Price?"  capt.  Thompson  of  the  dra- 
goons, ever  quick  at  retort,  without  giving  the  guests 
at  the  table  an  opportunity  of  emptying  their  glas- 
ses, replied  promllj:  “But  what  would  Santa  Fe  be 
without  a Garrison?"  I need  not  add  that  the  toast 
was  well  received. 

The  slate  of  health  among  the  troops  here  is  tole- 
rable. But  I have  no  doubt  there  are  stories  afloat 
in  Missouri  which,  while  they  are  not  founded  in 
truth,  and  greatly  exaggerate  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  army,  cause  anxiety  and  alarm  to  the  friends 
of  those  here,  which  might  well  be  saved  them.  To 
allay  these  fears  and  apprehensions,  created  by  the 
heedless  scribbling  of  men,  w ho  might  employ  their 
time  much  more  advantageously,  1 have  taken  spe- 
cial pains  to  get  the  opinion  of  men,  w hose  judg- 
ment may  be  safely  relied  on.  To  this  end.  I have 
applied  for  the  written  opinion  of  Dr.  De  Camp, 
our  medical  director,  well  known  and  highly  esteem- 
ed in  Missouri,  who  has  favored  me  with  the  follow- 
ing, which  1 copy  verbatim: 

“The  number  of  troops  which  have  come  to  Santa 
Fe,  since  the  18th  day  of  August  last,  is  4,800,  and 
the  deaths  which  have  occurred  among  them  since 
that  time,  amount  to  120.  To  persons  unaccustomed 
to  see  large  bodies  of  uien,  brought  suddenly  together 
as  an  army,  this  might  seem  a great  mortality,  but 
when  the  calculation  is  made  and  (he  per  centage 
proved  to  be  only  2)  per  cent,  on  the  whole  number, 
it  will  be  found  thci  it  is  not  greater,  if  as  great,  as 
takes  place  with  the  same  number  of  persons  in  civil 
life,  in  the  upper  counties  of  Missouri. 

“All  the. deaths  have  taken  place  amongst  country 
troops,  except  one  from  the  Laclede  Rangers,  and  he 
was  from  the  country.  The  three  companies  from  St. 
Louis  county  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  owing  to 
their  better  discipline,  cleanliness,  and  other  causes. 
Any  body  of  men  who  let  loose,  without  restraint,  in 
the  midst  of  a corrupt  and  vicious  population,  like 
that  in  Santa  Fe,  will  commit  excesses  which  must 
impair  health,  and  such  has  been  the  case  with  most 
of  the  volunteers,  to  a frightful  extent. 

“Many  of  the  volunteers  came  here  with  broken 
constitutions  from  previous  disease,  consequent  on 
three  successive  overflow  s of  the  Missouri  river. — 
Others  came  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  regaining 
health,  having  labored  under  chronic  complaints  for 
years. 

“The  fatigues  consequent  on  long  marches  in  ex- 
treme hot  weather, are  found  to  be  much  greater  than 
many  supposed;  and  the  duties  of  soldiers,  not  the 
mere  pastime  which  many  thought  them  to  be. 

“The  manner  in  which  their  food  has  been  prepar 
ed,  has  had  a tendency  to  produce  sickness.  At  home, 
this  duty  is  performed  by  persons  skilled  in  the  busi- 
ness; but  the  new  made  soldier,  from  the  want  oi 
skill  and  from  a recklessness  of  character,  consequent 


upon  his  new  occupation,  fails  in  this  important  mat* 
ter,  and  becomes  sick.  Not  one  death  has  occurred 
among  the  dragoons  since  they  came  into  N.  MexicOj 
which  goes  far  lo  prove  the  above  statement.” 

From  this  statement,  it  will  be  found  that  if  any 
rumors  exist  amongst  you,  which  might  lead  you  to 
believe  that  disease  is  raging  amangst  our  troops, 
Ihese  rumors  are  not  entitled  to  any  credit.  I give 
you  below  a list  of  deaths  in  the  army  since  the  19lh 
of  November,  which  you  arc  requested  to  publish. 
Deaths  in  the  "Army  of  the  West"  at  Hospital  and  tn 
quarters  in  Santa  Fe,  Jfew  Mexico, 

INFANTRY. 

Francis  M.  Dawson,  company  B,  November  24. 

SEPARATE  BATTALION— LT.  COL.  WILLOCK. 

James  C.  Hull,  company  I,  November  18,  Marion 
City;  Alexander  Hardwick,  company  G,  November 
18,  Ray  county;  George  Logan,  company  G,  Nov. 
24,  Ray  county;  Frederick  O.  Williams,  company 
H,  November  24,  Polk  county;  Henry  Foster,  com- 
pany G,  December  2,  Polk  county. 

SECOND  REGIMENT — COD.  PRICE. 

John  C.  Houston,  company  D,  Nov.  21;  Wm.  H. 
Mars,  company  D,  Dec.  1;  Corporal  Amos  Johnson, 
company  K,  November  17;  Serg’l  Hugh  L.  White, 
company  L,  Nov.  4;  Claj  born  Maupin,  company  L, 
Nov.  4;  Garrison  Patton,  company  L,  Nov.  17;  Jas. 
Sanderson,  company  M,  Nov.  28;  Christopher  Smith, 
company  M,  Dec.  4;  Serg’t  Neece,  company  N,  Nov. 
29;  Corporal  Henery  F.  Bragg,  company  N,  Nov. 
24;  Alexender  Lindley,  company  N,  November  23. 
James  Swindler,  company  N,  Nov.  25;  Howigan 
Barnett,  company  O,  December  1. 

On  last  Monday,  the  circuit  court  commenced  its 
first  session  at  this  place;  the  proceedings  are  con- 
ducted in  both  the  Spanish  and  English  languages, 
one  half  of  the  jurors  being  composed  of  Mexicans, 
and  the  other  of  Americans. 

Even  while  writing  this  letter,  1 am  informed  that 
the  affair  of  Ambrosio  Armijo,  which  I mentioned 
above,  turns  out  to  be  founded  on  a misunderstand- 
ing. Just  what  1 expected. 

I learn  that  the  officers  of  the  different  volunteer 
corps  will  hold  a meeting  to-morrow  evening,  for  the 
purpose  of  petitioning  congress  in  behalf  of  some 
measures  for  the  relief  of  the  volunteers  whose  horses 
are  dying  away  most  rapidly. 

Caplain  Murphy  is  now  being  anxiously  expected 
w'ith  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.  The  in- 
conveniences under  which  they  are  laboring  for  the 
want  of  them,  are  very  great,  and  the  quartermaster’s 
department  cannot  gel  along  at  all. 

From  some  inlormalion  which  lias  just  arrived,  I 
learn  that  1 can  leave  for  Chihuahua  to-raorrow.  I 
shall  therefore  leave  at  noon,  and  expect  lo  overtake 
Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell  at  Albuquerque. 

1 learn  that  Gen.  Elliot  Lee,  and  a number  of  gen- 
tlemen from  St.  Louis,  are  at  Taos. 

Lieut.  Lee,  of  Doniphan’s  regiment,  brings  the  sad 
news  that  S.  M.  Butler,  adjutant  of  Col.  Doniphan, 
died  a week  ago.  1 fear  it  is  too  true. 

“1  shall  write  at  the  earliest  opportunity  from  Chi- 
huahua. Yours,  &c.  bh. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
December  5,  1846.  “The  detaching  of  Col.  Mitchell 
has  created  quite  an  uproar  here.  Col.  Willock  flew 
into  a perfect  fidget  and  refused  to  obey  Col.  Price’* 
order  in  this  respect,  as  regards  the  furnishing  of 
men  for  the  expedition,  and  was  put  in  arrest  by  Col. 
Price  where  he  still  remains.  Gen.  Kearney,  on  hie 
departure,  published  an  order,  commanding  that  all 
mounted  troops  which  might  come  from  Missouri, 
other  than  P’s  regiment,  should  proceed  to  Chihua- 
hua, and  report  to  Gen.  Wool  for  duty.  Colonel 
Willock,  by  virtue  of  this  order,  made  a strong  at- 
tempt to  get  ofl,  but  Col.  Price  succeeded  in  raising 
a splendid  fiction— namely,  in  declaring  that  Col. 
W’s  separate  battalion  was  nothing  but  an  extra  bat- 
talion, belonging  to  his  regiment;  making  Sterling 
Price  in  good  earnest  a Colonel  of  a regiment  of 
fourteen  companies.  There  is  not  a sensible  man 
here  who  does  not  avowedly  side  with  Willock,  and 
quartermaster  M’Kissack  went  so  far  as  to  tell  W. 
that,  unless  peremptorily  ordered  lo  the  contrary,  he 
would  feel  himsell  justified  by  Gen.  Kearney’s  order 
to  furnish  Lieut.  Colonel  Willock  with  the  necessary 
means  of  transportation  to  go  to  Chihuahua. 

Garrison,  who  is  as  pompous  a fool  as  ever,  and 
courting  Pi  ice,  would  not  lurnish  Col.  W.  with  pro- 
visions, and  reported  Wiliock’s  commands  to  Price, 
A fellow  by  the  name  of  Moriue,  from  Platte,  as 
mean  a physiognomy  as  1 ever  saw,  acts  as  a pimp 
of  Price,  and  reported  lo  him  some  of  W’s  ’seditious’ 
language,  and  all  of  a sudden  Price  was  one  rnorning 
seen  dressed  up  within  an  inch  of  his  life,  in  lull  uni- 
form, as  Willock  himself  tells  me,  accompanied  by 
Adjutant  Walker,  going  lo  W’s  quarters  and  taking 
his  sword  from  him.  W.  is  extremely  cool,  and  Price 
has  got  himself  in  a pickle,  out  of  which  none  but 
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the  greatest  exertions  at  pipelaying  will  saro  him: 
and,  if  I mistake  not,  W.  is  a man  of  too  much  sense 
and  of  too  determined  a character,  not  to  give  him  as 
much  to  do  as  is  in  his  power. 

Price  is,  in  all  that  he  does,  indeed,  committing 
such  blunders,  that  if  General  Kearney  should  return 
by  this  place  during  the  coming  spring,  which  he  told 
me  he  would  do,  he  will  raise  a storm  over  his  head, 
from  which  the  most  extensive  influence  in  Washing- 
ton won’t  save  him.  I liave  no  personal  cause  of 
being  dissatisfied  with  Price;  on  the  contrary,  he  al- 
ways treats  me  with  marked  courtesy;  but,  if  ever  I 
prayed  to  see  a foul  play  turn  back  with  redoubled 
force  upon  men,  it  is  that  Price’s  trickery  in  regard 
to  his  appointment  of  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  will 
blow  him  and  the  administration  that  did  the  base 
thing,  sky  highl  I can  assure  you  these  are  the  senti- 
ments generally  fell  here  in  regard  to  this  matter. — 
Doniphan  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  Price,  and 
shuns  all  intercourse  with  him-  Mitchell  will  never 
return  to  this  place,  though  I shall  not  resign  at  Chi- 
huahua. .Mitchell  is  in  high  glee,  and  don’t  care  a 
d — d for  all  of  them;  it  seems  he  knows  a thing  or 
two,  and  I shall  remain  ever  grateful  to  him  for 
taking  me  awaj  from  here.  He  is  by  far  the  smartest 
man  in  this  crowd,  and  knows  why  it  is  better  to  gel 
out  of  It  as  soon  as  possible.  Is  it  not  a fine  world 
we  live  in.> 

Clark  is  at  work  day  and  night,  now  mad  and  now 
in  good  humor;  but  lor  all  his  silly  notions  at  times, 
does  all  in  his  power,  and  labors  for  nothing  but  hia 
battalion.  He  is,  withal,  independent,  and  let  the 
devil  have  his  due.  1 forgot — Lieut.  Dyer,  of  the 
ordnance,  arrived  here  on  the  29lh,  with  a mail.  1 
got  one  of  your  papers. 

Does  it  not  strike  you  that  this  war  is  getting  very 
unpopular.’  I am  ever  yours. 


ADDITIONAL  GENERAL  OFFICERS. 


Mr.  Boyd,  from  the  committee  on  military  afifairs, 
to  which  was  referred  the  senate  bill  making  provis- 
ion for  an  additional  number  of  general  olEcers  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  provide  that 
the  number  of  brigadier  generals  to  be  appointed 
shall  not  exceed  “three,”  and  the  number  of  major 
generals  not  to  exceed  “two,”  and  that  each  brigade 
sball  consist  of  not  less  than  “three”  instead  of  two 
regiments. 

A new  section  is  then  proposed,  to  come  in  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill,  as  sec- 
tion two,  in  the  following  words: 

“^nd  be  it  further  enacted;  That  the  president  of 
the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered, at  his  discretion, to  designate  and  ap- 
point any  general  oflficer  of  the  rank  of  major  general 
whether  ot  the  line  or  by  brevet,  and  whether  of  the 
regular  army  or  of  volunteers, who  may  be  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  without  regard  to  date  of 
commission,  to  the  chief  command  of  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States  during  the.  continuance  ol 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico:  Provided,  That  the 
officer  so  designated  and  assigned  shall  cease  lo  ex- 
ercise the  duties  and  powers  of  general-in-chief  as 
aforesaid  upon  the  conclusion  and  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.” 

Another  proposition  is  to  add  to  section  five  the 
following: 

“Anti  that  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  fur- 
ther authorized  lo  fill,  by  regular  promotion,  or 
cause  elections  lo  be  held,  to  hll  vacancies  of  regi- 
mental or  company  officers,  occasioned  by  death  or 
resignation,  or  other  cause,  in  the  several  volunteer 
regiments  or  corps  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales  111  Mexico,  or  which  may  be  received  during 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  and  lo  commission 
the  officers  for  the  same.” 

And  two  other  amendments  are  reported  from  the 
committee,  as  follows: 

In  section  seven,  strike  out  the  words:  “That  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  raise  for  a 
limited  lime  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  approved  February  II,  1847,  sball 
only  apply  to  the  officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
provided  for  the  ten  regiments  by  the  first  section  ul 

said  act;”  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  section,  add: 

“Whose  term  shall  expire  as  provided  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  11th  February,  1847. 

At  the  end  of  section  sixteen  add:  “To  be  disban- 
ded at  the  close  of  the  war.” 

Mr.  £oyd  asked  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
considered  at  this  time,  as  there  was  no  appropria- 
tion involved? 

Mr.  Garrett  Davit  moved  to  commit  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  ihe  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
slate  of  Ihe  Union. 


yir.  Boyd  said  that  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail,  as  it  would  very  much  endanger  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  .4  D.  Sims  moved  the  previous  question. 

After  some  inquiries  and  suggestions  by  Messrs. 
Carroll,  G.  Davit,  and  Jlshmun,  the  previous  question 
was  seconded. 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  main  question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  aJsftniun  said,  as  the  bill  authorised  the  ap- 
pointment of  a lieutenant  general,  he  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  71,  nays  106. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put,  and  passed  in  the  allirmalive — 
yeas  102,  Days  70. 

The  main  question  being  ordered,  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  reported  by 
committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Boyd  rose  and  said,  as  there  was  a manifest 
desire  to  discuss  the  bill,  he  would  propose  that,  by 
general  eonsent,  the  procedings  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  reconsidered,  and  that  the  bill  be  committed 
to  a committee  of  the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
bate until  half  past  two  o’clock. 

The  suggestion  being  assented  to,  the  bill  was 
committed. 

Mr.  Boyd  then  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  close 
the  debate  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  at 
half  after  two  o’clock  this  day.  Agreed  to. 

An  arrangement  was  entered  into,  by  which  no 
member  should  speak  more  then  twenty  minutes  in 
eoramittea. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  (Mr.  Biggs  in  the  chair)  and  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
chair.  'This  (said  he)  is  another  measure  to  increase 
executive  power.  The  bill  and  amendments  author- 
ize the  president  to  appoint  two  additional  major  gen- 
erals and  three  brigadier  generals,  and  to  select  any 
major  general  to  lake  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
American  armies.  The  thrice-rejected  lieutenant 
general  is  thus  brought  up  in  another  form  and  with 
another  name  The  war  upon  Generals  Scott 
and  Taylor  by  Mr.  Polk  and  his  friends  is  cease- 
less and  unsparing;  and  it  is  brought  up  again  active- 
ly in  the  halls  of  congress  under  new  auspices,  and 
the  power  which  the  ten  additional  regiments  to  the 
regular  army  have  given  the  president  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  or  four  hundred  officers.  That  pro. 
ject  was  early  in  the  session  rejected  by  this  house 
without  a division,  and  some  weeks  afterwards  by  a 
majoriiy  of  thirty,  and  if  it  is  lo  succeed,  it  will  be 
by  the  corrupt  use  of  presidential  patronage.  That  is 
the  influence  which  now  reigns  and  rules.  Control- 
led by  It,  the  majority  go  on  systematically  adding 
lo  executive  power,  whilst  they  are  all  the  while 
proclaiming  themselves  the  only  democrats  of  the 
country.  In  sober  truth,  the  president  is  fast  be- 
coming a monarch. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  close  of  a speech  which 
I made  early  in  the  present  session,  I said,  “1  had  a 
wish  to  say  something  upon  the  conduct  of  the  exec- 
ulive  in  relation  lo  those  conquered  countries,  but  1 
will  avail  mysell  of  some  other  opportunity.  I will 
then  assume,  and  1 think  maintain,  that  our  president 
has  no  power  but  what  is  expressly  conferred  on  him 
by  the  constitution  or  the  laws  ol  congress  made  uii- 
der  it;  that  he  derives  no  powers  whatever  from  na- 
tional law,  and  that  the  principles  of  that  code  are 
only  so  far  applicable  lo  him  as  they  adhere  to  the 
express  powers  granteil  by  the  conslilulion  or  laws — 
that  the  terms  “sovereign"  and  “conquer,"  as  used  in 
the  international  code,  are  wholly  inapplicable  lo 
him,  either  as  president  or  as  commander-in-chief  ol 
our  armies,  that,  in  the  conduct  ul  our  wars,  he  is 
merely  our  first  military  and  naval  commander,  and 
can  exercise  no  powers  or  functions  but  what  are 
appropriate  to  such  uffi  ers;  that  he  has  no  right  b^ 
himselt  or  his  deputies  to  set  up  permanent  or  tempo- 
rary civil  government  in  conquered  countries,  but 
merely  lu  iniid  military  possession  ol  them,  including 
only  the  success  and  the  security  of  his  own  comman.j 
and  the  pulling  down  the  reiistanee  in  the  conquered 
country;  and  inallliis  latter  being  eU'ecled,  the  peace- 
able pe.  pie  are  to  be  lelt  in  the  quiet  minislraiiun  ol 
their  own  municipal  laws.”  1 will  now  (said  Mr. 
D.)  proceed  to  redeem,  as  far  as  1 can,  this  pledge. 
I'he  government  of  the  United  Stales  is  not  luunded 
upon  the  principle  of  plenary  powers,  or  even  ol 
such  an  entirely,  subject  to  liniitalions  and  excep- 
tions specially  set  lorth;  its  great  self  evident  Irulti 
is,  that  It  comprehends  only  such  powers  as  are  es 
tablisbed  expressly  by  the  constiluliun,  or  as  result 
Irotn  them  oy  proper  and  necessary  implication.  An 
other  principle,  second  in  iinporiance  only  to  the  one 
slated,  IS,  that  all  those  powers  are  vested  by 
appropriate  language  in  the  department  or  officer  by 


which  they  are  to  be  put  in  execution,  and  that  none 
other  can  properly  assume  or  exercise  them.  These 
two  propositions  are  received  without  dissent  as  ax- 
iomatic truths  in  our  system. 

In  all  governments  organized  upon  Ihe  establish- 
ment ol  fundamental  principles,  and  the  distribution 
of  Its  powers  among  different  branches  of  magistracy, 
new  questions  will  be  continually  arising  in  the 
course  of  its  administration.  The  United  States, 
being  engaged  in  a war  of  conquest  against  .Mexico, 
occupy  a position  altogether  novel  to  them;  and  their 
arms  having  subjugated  a nd  now  holding  extensive 
portions  of  the  Mexican  territory,  untried  and  im- 
portant questions  as  to  the  existence  and  extent  of 
certain  powers,  and  to  what  department  or  officers 
they  are  confided  by  the  constitution,  come  up  ne- 
cessarily. 

It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  there  is  no  executive 
power  in  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  heyond 
what  the  constitution  creates;  but  it  is  not  so  obvious, 
though  not  less  true,  that  there  is  none  crcaled  which 
is  not  expressly  named  in  that  instrument,  or  that  is 
not  organized iy  congress  under  its  direction  and  au- 
thority. The  executive  power  Ihus  established  is  ves- 
ted in  the  president,  and  he  has  none  beside.  It  ii 
not  the  executive  power  of  Russia, or  of  England,  or 
a vague  and  indefinite  executive  power,  but  that  on- 
ly which  is  defined  and  ordained  by  our  own  constitu- 
tion. All  the  executive  po  wer  of  our  government 
is  vested  by  general  words  in  Ihe  president  exclu- 
sively, unle.ss  by  specific  terms  it  be  conferred  upon 
some  other  functionary  solely,  or  in  conjunction  with 
him.  None  of  the  higher  sovereign  powers  are  en- 
trusted to  him  separately,  and  only  two  of  any  grade; 
the  power  of  pardon,  except  in  eases  of  impeachment, 
and  lo  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public  minis- 
ters. The  higher  powers  of  war,  of  pe  ico,  of  ap- 
pointing to  office,  are  withdrawn  from  the  executive 
class  and  rested  specially  in  the  president  and  other 
functionaries  of  Ihegovernment.  The  well  schooled 
founders  of  our  system  had  but  recently  come  out  of 
a long  life  and  death  struggle  with  the  one  man  pow- 
er; and  they  have  manifested  a wise  distrust  of  that 
monarchical  principle  in  the  organization  of  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  government.  As  a further  ev- 
idence of  it,  no  implied  powers  whatever  are  vested 
in  the  president;  and,  if  auxiliary  powers  are  requi- 
red for  the  convenient  execution  of  those  which  are 
expressed,  they  are  lo  be  organized  by  congress;  and 
can  only  exist  or  operate  by  authority  of  law  under 
the  constitution  Congress  shall  have  power 

“To  make  off  fflwj  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers, and  all  other  poxoers  vested  by  this  constitution  in 
the  government  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof." 

Every  implied  execulive  power,  or  of  any  other  char- 
acter, and  pertaining  in  any  manner  lo  the  govern- 
ment or  any  of  its  officers,  must  pass  through  the 
congressional  crucible  before  it  can  have  form  and 
existence.  It  was  impossible  to  enumerate  alt  tlie 
powers  of  government  in  the  constitution,  and  many 
of  the  inferior  class  had  to  bo  left  to  implication. — 
They  were  guarded  by  the  requirement  that  they 
should  be  “nece.ssary  atid  proper”  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  enumerated  powers.  But  even  this  did 
not  satisfy  Iho  enlightened  and  distrustful  forecast  of 
the  wise  men  of  the  school  of  1776;  they  had  a clear 
view  of  the  abuse  and  dangers  lo  which  implied 
powers  were  suojoet,  and  they  confided  the  structure 
and  annunciation  of  all  of  them  to  the  discretion 
only  of  the  representives  of  the  people  and  the  states . 
Ttiey  were  too  wise  and  loo  sincerely  devoted  to 
liberty  to  risk  thetn  with  a single  executive  magis- 
trate. The  security  of  the  president  is,  that  tie  is 
associated  with  congress  in  the  business  of  making 
all  laws,  and  it  requires  two  thirds  of  both  houses  to 
overrule  his  dissent  to  any  which  they  may  pass. 

The  constitution  explicitly  vests  me  whole  war 
power  ol  the  government  in  congress;  and  it  makes 
the  president  -‘commander  in  chief  of  Uie  army  and 
and  navy  of  the  United  Slates.”  I'he  old  articles  of 
confederation  provided  that  the  ‘U.  States  in  congress 
assembled,  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right 
and  power  of  deteniiiiiing  on  peace  and  war.’  Tna 
power  of  the  old  congress,  and  Uie  congress  under 
the  pre.senl  consutulioii,  over  the  subj.-ct  of  war, 
except  in  the  point  of  its  termination  Oy  treaty,  is 

the  same:  in  both  bodies  it  is  full  and  complete. 

111  each  the  power  lo  make  war  is  uncontrolled,  and 
by  necessary  consequence  it  was  the  right  and  duly 
ol  one,  and  is  of  Uie  other,  to  judge  of  Uie  causes  of 
war,  lo  determine  again.ii  wlio.n  it  shall  oe  made,  lo 
fix  the  objects  and  ends  to  whicti  it  sliall  he  waged, 
and  lo  resolve  when  it  shall  terminate.  All  these 
lacuUies  are  not  merely  consequential  to  Uie  sove- 
reign war  making  power;  they  are  modes  of  its  ex- 
ercise without  wlucti  the  power,  in  Us  unity  and 
plenitude,  as  it  is  coiiieried  Oy  the  cousUlulion  upon 
congress,  could  not  exist.  The  cootinental  congress 
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exercised  the  war  power  in  all  its  forms  and  details; 
and  the  existing  congress  has  the  same  fulness  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  because  it  was  inten- 
ded to  be,  and  was  in  fact  giyen  to  both  without  con- 
dition or  limitation.  It  is  the  option  of  congress  to 
grant  or  withhold  appropriations  to  carry  on  any 
war,  to  decide  how  and  what  sums  shall  be  appro- 
priated; what  number  and  description  of  forces  shall 
be  appropriated;  what  number  and  description  of 
forces  shall  be  raised;  whether  operations  shall  be 
by  sea  or  land;  if  by  sea,  what  sort  of  ships  shall  be 
used;  into  what  regions  of  country  the  war  shall  be 
be  carried;  whether  it  shall  be  offensive  or  defensive, 
and  whether  conquests  shall  be  held  or  evacuated  by 
our  army.  A 11  such  matters  were  acted  upon  and 
determined  by  the  old  congress,  and  they  come  no  less 
within  the  sweep  of  authority  of  the  existing  con- 
gress, because  it  has  not  less  of  power  over  the  sub- 
ject of  war  in  making  and  waging  it.  The  only  dis- 
tinctions between  the  two  bodies  are,  that  the  con- 
tinental congress  could  end  a war  by  treaty,  and 
appoint  Its  own  commander  in  chief  and  subordinate 
officers-  the  present  congress  has  no  part  in  the  for- 
mation of  treaties,  and  the  constitution  appoints  its 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  president  and  senate, 
or  head  of  the  war  department,  all  inferior  officers. 
The  parallel  holds  upon  every  other  point. 

In  relation  to  war  and  military  affairs  Congress 
may  legislate  at  will  within  the  limits  of  the  consti- 
tution and  the  principles  and  usages  established  by 
ciTilized  nations;  and  it  has  exercised  this  power  by 
the  enactment  of  the  code  called  the  army  regula- 
tions. Some  of  its  provisions  embrace  the  president 
as  commander-in-chief,  and  he  is  just  as  fair  a sub- 
ject add  just  as  subordinate  to  the  military  legisla- 
tion of  congress,  where  it  ia  applied  to  him,  as  in 
his  character  of  president  he  is  to  its  civil  legislation. 
He  has  no  immunity  in  either  office.  In  England  the 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  is  above  all  law;  in  this 
blessed  country  the  president  is  above  none,  and  he, 
alike  with  the  humblest  laborer  or  foot  soldier,  must 
submit  to  its  supremacy. 

But  the  constitution  having  appointed  the  pre- 
sident commander-in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States,  what  are  his  powers  and  du- 
ties in  that  capacity?  Precisely  the  same  that  at- 
tached to  that  officer  under  the  old  confederation: 
not  a particle  larger  than  if  he  were  now  any  other 
individual  and  appointed  by  the  president  and  the 
senate,  or  elected  by  congress.  The  extent  of  the 
powers  of  acommander-in  chief  in  no  kind  or  degree 
depend  upon  the  manner  of  his  appointment,  and 
that  the  constitution  devolves  this  office  on  the  presi- 
dent does  not,  cannot  enlarge  its  authority.  He 
cannot  constitutionally  at  least  make  war;  he  cannot 
enlarge  its  authority.  He  cannot  constitutionally  at 
least  make  war;  he  cannot  raise,  appoint,  or  supply 
armies,  or  build  or  put  ships  in  commission;  he  is 
merely  our  first  military  and  naval  commandtr,  and  as 
such  the  entire  aggregate  of  his  authority  is  to  direct 
and  control  the  operations  of  the  army  and  navy. — 
He  is  the  mere  agent  of  congress  in  its  exercise  ol  the 
sovereign  war  power  of  the  nation;  not  appointed  or 
removable  by  it,  but  wholly  sub  subordinate  to  it. 

He  owes  i.nplicil  obedience  to  all  forms,  rules,  and 
restrictions  which  it  may  by  law  prescribe  for  his 
government,  and  his  defence  is  in  the  possession  ol 
the  veto  power  as  president. 

Whilst  all  would  admit  that  to  claim  to  indicaU 
the  objects  or  control  the  continuance  of  wars,  in 
virtue  merely  of  the  office  of  highest  commander, 
would  be  a solecism,  yet  ihese  functions  may  be  at- 
tempted to  be  deduced  to  the  president  from  his  be 
ing  a branch  of  the  treaty-making  power,  as  a trea- 
ty would  necessarily,  tacitly  or  expressly,  embrace 
the  objects,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war,  which  must 
ordinarily  continue  without  a treaty.  1 he  senate  is 
a co-ordinate  branch  with  the  president  of  ihe  treaty 
making  power,  so  that,  if  to  determine  to  what  ends 
a war  should  be  waged,  and  when  it  shall  be  con- 
cluded, result  necessarily  to  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er, those  rights  would  attach  conjointly  to  the  presi- 
dent and  the  senate,  and  not  to  him  separately.  But 
they  do  not  properly  rest  in  the  ireaij-makiog  pow- 
er; they  are  rightfully  and  necessarily  an  appendage 
to  the  war  power.  The  two  powers  in  our  g'lverii— 
menl  were  not  separated  with  the  purpose  ol  re- 
striding  congress,  on  any  point,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  war  power;  but,  because  of  the  greater  conven- 
ience, secresy  and  dispatch  that  would  be  introduced 
ill  the  business  of  negotiation  by  authorizing  the  pre- 
sident to  conduct  our  foreign  affairs  and  make  trea- 
ties, subject  to  the  rejection  and  approval  of  two- 
thirds  ot  the  senate.  The  objects  of  congress  in 
making  and  continuing  a war  are  generally  so  well 
known  that  the  president  and  the  senate  need  not  to 
be  explicitly  advertised  of  them  for  their  instruction 
in  negotiating  a treaty.  Both  the  president  and  the 
senate,  being  components  of  the  war  power,  and 
there  having  been  heretolore  so  much  of  confidence 


between  them  and  Ihe  house,  congress  has,  and  no 
doubt  will,  in  all  but  extraordinary  cases,  tacitly 
yield  to  the  treaty-making  power  the  decisioa  of 
Ihe  questions,  to  what  ends  the  war  shall  continue 
to  be  waged,  and  when  it  shall  be  concluded.  But 
congress  unquestionably  has  the  right,  as  the  war- 
making power,  to  declare  its  own  will  and  judgment 
upon  these  points.  It  would  require  a strong  case  to 
render  such  an  annunciation  proper;but,  when  made, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  treaty-making  power  to 
conform  to  it.  Many  may  dissent  from  the  last  gen- 
eral position;  but  the  intelligent  and  candid,  whilst 
contending  that  the  treaty  power,  by  possessing  the 
functions  to  terminate  war,  must  consequently  have 
the  right  to  pais  upon  the  objects  for  which  it  is  wa 
ged,  would  concede  that  this  could  not  enure  to  the 
president  alone,  but  must  necessarily  attach  to  the 
entire  treaty-making  power,  both  him  and  the  senate. 
The  inevitable  conclusions  would  be  that  this  right 
could  not  be  exercised  by  the  preiideni  alone;  by 
him  in  opposition  to  the  senate,  or  by  him  without 
the  accordant  action  of  the  senate.  Whilst  such  a 
power  was  claimed  for  the  president  and  the  senate, 
conjointly  and  inseparably,  it  would  be  admitted  that 
it  was  held  concurrently  with  congress;  and  another 
necessary  consequence  would  be  that,  when  congress 
had  declared  the  particular  objects  and  ends  of  a 
war,  and  the  conditions  upon  which  it  should  be  ter- 
minated, it  would,  in  most  cases,  carry  the  assent  of 
the  president,  invariably  that  of  the  senate,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  branches  of  the  legislative 
power,  and  must,  therefore,  in  every  case  be  autho- 
ritative. 

But  the  great  and  controlling  power  of  congress 
over  the  continuance  of  war,  and  the  mode  and  ob- 
jects of  waging  it,  consists  in  its  undeniable  right  to 
grant  or  withhold  supplies  both  of  men  and  money. 
This  is  the  most  potential,  but  the  extreme  remedy, 
and  should  not  be  resorted  to  until  all  others  fail. — 
But  it  it  is  a mighty  power,  and  has  been  so  wielded 
by  the  commons  of  England  as  to  win  what  of  liber- 
ty that  country  now  possesses.  It  curbs  her  kings, 
and  its  exercise  commands  their  obedience  by  sha- 
king their  thrones  to  the  lowest  foundations.  The 
men  of  our  revolution  had  read  its  history  in  the 
mother  country,  and  knew  that  in  our  system  too  it 
would  be  of  inappreciable  value.  Having  them- 
selves felt  the  weight  of  the  galling  yoke  of  tyranny, 
and  being  devoted  soul  and  mind  to  liberty,  they  in- 
corporated this  great  popular  power  in  our  constitu- 
tion, and  provided  lor  its  frequent  and  vigilant 
exercise  by  forbidding  appropriaiions  for  a longer 
period  than  two  years,  however  imperative  ond  ur- 
gent the  case.  The  panders  of  James  K.  Polk,  and 
executive  power  generally,  boldly  deny  to  congress 
the  right  to  resort  to  this  power  in  all  times  of  war. 
It  is  against  the  exigencies  and  the  dangers  of  war 
times  particularly  that  it  was  intended  to  guard  the 
freedom  of  the  people.  Its  wisdom  and  necessity  in 
our  system  is  da.ly  becoming  more  apparent,  and  if 
the  conceniralion  of  all  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment ill  the  president  shall  continue  to  progress,  as 
doubtless  it  will,  the  tune  is  not  distant  when  it  will 
be  the  last  citadel  and  ihe  last  dope  of  the  coun 
try. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  president  hat  no  constitu- 
tional pow  er  to  involve  the  country  in  war,  & that  it  is 
made  not  a (aeile  matter  by  being  entrusted  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  states  and  the  people;  that  con- 
gress has  the  right  to  accelerate  peace  by  declaring 
and  restricting,  from  time  to  lime,  the  objects  of  war, 
and  to  lorce  it  by  withholding  supplies;  that  the  pre- 
sident and  the  senate  can  at  any  time  terminate  war 
by  making  peace;  that  the  president,  in  all  cases  ex- 
cept wliere  his  veto  is  overruled,  and  a majority  of 
either  house  of  congress  may  compel  peace,  by  lefusign 
assent  to  bills  of  supply  to  continue  the  war;  and  that 
all  laws  to  raise  means  to  carry  on  war  must  origi- 
nate in  the  house  of  representatives.  How  strongly 
and  strikingly  is  it  in  all  this  demonstrated  that  peace 
and  not  war,  is  the  pervading  principle  of  our  sys- 
tem; and  that  the  arbitrament  of  these  momentous 
issues  IS  referred  mainly  to  to  the  sovereign  people, 
and  not  to  the  one  man,  the  president. 

Having  ascertained  these  general  principles,  let  us 
proceed  to  examine  their  relations  and  application 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  country.  'I'he  United 
Slates  IS  at  war  with  Mexico.  This  war  was  made 
by  President  Polk,  of  his  own  will  directing  the 
marcii  of  the  American  army  into  the  territory  of 
Mexico,  then  in  her  possession  and  governed  by  her 
laws,  to  occupy  it  for  the  United  Stales.  This  was 
an  act  of  usurpation,  and  in  derogation  of  the  power 
of  congress.  On  the  13ih  of  May  last  congress  re 
cognised  and  adopted  this  presidential  war;  but  it 
made  no  manifesto  of  the  wrongs  it  intended  to  re- 
dress, or  the  objects  to  be  eS'ecled  by  the  continuance 
of  the  war.  A preamble  of  two  lines  recites: — 
“Whereas,  by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  a 
state  of  a war  exists  between  that  goverument  and 


the  United  States.”  So  far  as  this,  or  the  law  to 
which  it  is  appended,  indicates  the  objects  of  the 
war  on  the  part  of  the  Unilerl  States,  they  were  de- 
fence and  peace  only,  nothing  but  security  and  a 
cessation  of  hostilities;  and  the  war  could  legitimate- 
ly be  prosecuted  by  the  pre.sident  to  no  other  ends; 
and  whenever  the  United  Slates  were  freed  of  the 
arms  of  Mexico,  and  she  evidenced  a willingness  to 
slop  hostilities,  it  was  the  duly  of  him  and  Ihe  sen- 
ate to  treat  of  peace  only.  But  there  were  other 
mailers  involved  in  this  war.  The  president  had  sent 
a special  message  to  congress,  which  took  three 
distinct  grounds  for  it  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

1.  Mexico  had  invaded  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  by  crossing  the  Rio  Grande,  and  shedding 
American  blood  on  American  soil  in  an  attack  on  a 
detachment  of  our  army. 

3.  That  she  had  refused  to  treat  upon  the  question 
of  boundary,  or  to  recognise  the  true  line  between 
the  two  countries. 

3.  That  she  had  failed  to  pay  the  sums  which  she 
had  assumed  by  treaty  stipulations  for  spoliations 
upon  the  property  of  American  citizens,  and  to  make 
satisfaction  for  similar  unadjusted  demands. 

It  might  properly  be  contended  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Polk  that  his  message  should  be  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  law  which  was  Ihe  consequence  of 
it;  and  that,  in  this  mode,  congress  had  sufficiently 
indicated  its  assent  to  the  causes  and  purposes  of 
the  war  as  set  out  in  his  message.  Such  a position 
might  be  a sufficent  justification  to  Mr.  Polk,  as 
commander-in-chief,  to  prosecute  the  war  to  that 
extent:  it  is  none  to  congress,  because  it  leaves  the 
matter  in  too  much  ambiguity  even  as  to  those  points. 
But  certainly  it  cannot  be  contended  that  congress 
had  ends,  and  authorized  a scope  to  be  giving  in  wa- 
ging this  war  beyond  both  their  own  law  and  the 
president’s  message.  And  Mr.  Polk,  being  merely 
its  agent  to  give  efl'ect  lo  the  war  power,  should 
have  submitted  himself  literally  to  its  will  and  be- 
hests. Let  us  inquire  if  he  has  so  acted. 

As  President,  Mr.  Polk  had  nothing  lo  do  with  the 
war,  but  lo  approve  of  or  dissent  from  the  bill  re- 
cognising its  existence.  Having  signed  it,  his 
only  function  as  president  bearing  upon  the  war, 
except  the  treat  of  peace,  was  executed,  and  his 
character  and  powers  as  commander-in-chief  only 
then  applied.  He  had  the  right  under  congress  to 
order  such  parts  of  the  army  and  navy  as  he  willed 
lo  serve  in  the  war.  and  to  detail  any  officer  to  the  en- 
tire command,  or  lo  appoint  several  to  head  as  ma- 
ny expeditions.  Mr.  Polk  adopted  the  latter  plan, 
and  sent  out  a naval  expedition  under  Capt.  Sloat 
into  the  Pacific  to  take  possession  of  the  Caiifornias; 
while  he  ordered  General  Taylor  lo  cross  the  Rio 
Grande  with  his  army  and  attack  Mexico  on  the 
north  east,  and  Gen.  Kean  y at  the  head  of  another 
army  was  directed  to  occupy  New  Mexico,  and 
withapaitof  it  to  cross  over  into  UpperCalifornia  lo 
sustain  the  navy,  and  secure  the  possession  of  that 
country.  Mr.  Polk  through  the  war  and  navy  de- 
partments, gave  these  several  commanders  military 
orders  and  instructions.  In  those  to  Gen.  Taylor  is 
Ibis  passage: 

“Availing  yourself  of  divisions  which  you  may 
find  existing  among  the  Mexican  people — to  which 
allusion  has  been  made — it  will  be  your  policy  to 
encourage  the  separate  department  or  stales,  and  es- 
pecially those  which  you  invade  and  occupy,  to  de- 
clare their  independence  of  of  the  central  government 
ol  Mexico,  and  either  lo  become  our  allies,  or  to 
assume,  as  it  is  understood  Yucatan  has  done,  a 
tiPulra]  attitude  in  the  existing  war  between  the  U. 
States  and  Mexico.  In  such  of  the  departments  or 
states  as  may  lake  this  course,  you  will  give  thn 
inhabilanls  assurances  of  the  protection  of  your  army 
until  the  return  of  peace,  so  lar  as  may  be  consistent 
with  your  military  plans  of  operation.  When  peace 
IS  made  they  may  decide  for  themselves  their  own  form 
of  government. 

In  the  orders  to  General  Kearney  the  executive 
says: 

“Should  you  conquer  and  take  possession  of  New 
Mexico  and  UpperCalifornia,  or  considerable  places 
in  either,  you  w ill  establish  temporary  civil  govern- 
ments therein,  abolishing  all  arDitrary  restrictions 
that  may  exist,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  with  safety. 
Ill  perloruiing  Ibis  duly  it  would  be  wise  and  pru- 
dent to  continue  in  their  emplo}nicnt  all  such  of  the 
existing  officers  as  are  kno.i  ii  to  be  friend I)  to  the 
United  Slates,  and  will  lake  the  oath  of  allegiance  lo 
them.  The  duties  at  the  custom  bouses  ought  at  once 
to  be  reduced  to  such  rale  as  may  be  barely  sufficient 
lo  maiiitaiii  the  necessary  officers,  wiiboul  yielding 
any  revenue  lo  the  gevernn.ent.  You  may  assure 
the  people  of  those  provinces  that  it  it  is  the  wish 
and  design  of  the  United  Stales  to  provide  for  them  a 
free  government,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  similar 
to  that  which  exists  in  our  lerrilbries.  They  will 
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'hen  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  rights  of  freemen 
in  electing  their  own  repretentalives  to  the  territorial  leg- 
islature. It  is  foreseen  that  what  relates  to  the  civil 
government  will  be  a difficult  and  unpleasant  part  of 
your  duly,  and  much  must  necassarily  be  left  toyour 
own  discretion.’ 

In  the  orders  from  the  navy  department  to  Capt. 
Stockton,  successor  of  Com.  Sloat,  there  is  addressed 
to  him  in  this  strong  command: 

“Without  being  animated  by  any  ambitious  spirit 
of  conquest,  our  naval  and  military  forces  miisl 
hold  the  ports  and  territory  of  the  enemy  of  which 
possession  has  been  obtained  by  their  arms.  You 
will,  therefore,  under  no  circumstances  voluntarily  the 
lower  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales,  or  relinquish  the 
actual  possession  of  Upper  California.  Of  other  points 
of  the  Mexican  territory,  which  the  forces  under 
your  command  may  occupy,  you  will  maintain 
possession,  or  withdrew,  as  in  your  judgment  may  be 
most  advantageous  in  prosecution  of  the  war.’’ 

The  meaning  and  spirit  of  these  several  passages 
•re  literally  repeated,  enforced  with  emphasis,  and 
minutely  elaborated  many  times  in  the  same  and  sub* 
lequent  orders.  They  expressed  well-considered 
purposes  of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration.  And  how 
were  they  understood  and  executed  by  the  command- 
ers to  whom  they  were  directed.’  Gen.  Kearney  oc- 
cupied New  Mexico,  and  Captain  Stockton  the  Ca- 
lifornias.  They  thereupon  respectively  proclaimed 
those  countries  to  be  annexed  to  the  United  States, 
and  their  people  to  be  citizens  thereof,  and  establish- 
ed in  each  the  form  and  fundamental  law  of  a regu- 
lar civil  government,  partitioning  its  powers  into  the 
three  departments,  legislative,  executive,  and  judi 
cial.  Gen.  Kearny  organized  New  Mexico  into  po- 
litical divisions,  and,  having  fixed  the  number  of  each 
branch  of  the  legislature,  he  made  an  apportionment 
of  its  members  among  the  inhabitants  as  electors.— 
He  appointed  a governor  and  inferior  executive  oGfi 
cers.  He  organized  courts  of  law,  and  made  judges, 
■uperior  and  inferior,  and  ministerial  officers.  He 
established  a definite  tenure  of  office,  salaries,  and 
pay,  and  ordained  that  all  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.  He  declared  the  laws 
of  the  United  Stales  to  be  in  force  in  New  Mexico, 
denounced  the  punishment  of  treason  against  any 
inhabitant  serving  in  the  army  of  the  enemy,  and  au- 
thorized the  governor  to  grant  pardons  for  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  territory,  and  reprieves  for 
all  violations  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales;  and 
appointed  an  election  to  be  held  for  a delegate  to 
congress,  as  in  the  case  of  our  other  Territories.  He 
proceeds  to  lay  taxes,  to  make  various  other  interna 
regulations,  and  to  promulge  an  entirely  new,  exten- 
sive, and  complicated  code  of  civil  laws.  Genera 
Kearney  was  a deputy  military  commander,  acting 
under  authority  delegated  to  liim  by  the  commander- 
in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  Slates, 
who  himself,  within  the  premises,  was  a mere  mili- 
tary officer,  without  a civil  function  or  a single  par- 
ticle of  civil  power.  Yet  he  so  far  transcends  the 
real  authority  of  his  principal  as  to  assume  the  high 
est  and  the  fullest  right  to  establish  civil  government 
and  civil  laws  in  their  greatest  amplitude.  No  abso- 
lute autocrat  in  Europe  could  have  done  mure. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  this  house  made  a 
call  upon  Mr.  Polk  to  know,  authentically,  what 
these  law-giving  warriors  had  been  doing,  and  whe- 
ther their  acts  were  by  his  orders,  or  had  been  ap- 
proved by  him.  He  sends  in  copies  of  his  orders  to 
them,  and  a detailed  acconnlof  their  extravagancies 
and  in  his  accompanying  message  says: 

“It  is  declared  upon  its  face  to  be  a temporary 
civil  government  of  the  said  territory,  but  there  are 
portions  of  it  which  purport  to  establish  and  orga 
nize  a permanent  territorial  government  of  the 
United  States  over  the  territory,  and  to  impart  to  its 
inhabitants  political  rights,  which,  under  the  consti 
tution  of  the  United  Slates,  can  be  enjoy  ed  perma- 
nently only  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. — 
These  have  not  been  approved  or  recognised  by  me 
Such  organized  regulations  as  have  been  established 
in  any  of  the  conquered  territories  for  the  security 
of  our  conquests,  lor  the  preservation  of  order,  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
for  depriving  the  enemy  of  the  advantages  of  these 
territories,  while  the  military  possession  of  them  by 
the  forces  of  the  United  Stales  continued,  will  be  re- 
cognised and  approved.’’ 

Mr.  Polk  had  authorized  beforehand  these  com 
manders  to  establish  temporary  civil  governments  ... 
New  Mexico  aud  Upper  California,  and  to  abolish 
existing  laws,  and  to  introduce  a new  code;  and  when 
the  results  are  communicated  to  him  he  avows  to 
congress  his  approval,  except  so  far  as  the  territorial 
government  ordained  is  ot  a permanent  character 
and  political  rights  are  attempted  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  inhabitants  which  could  only  be  possessed 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  reservations 
•re,  like  many  acts  of  bis  administratijii,  vague  and 


indefinite;  but  still  there  are  some  points  in  his  part 
of  this  transaction  which  are  quite  distinct,  and  the 
question  arises  upon  them,  has  he  assumed  powers 
which  did  not  belong  to  him.’ 

The  utmost  latitude  that  can  be  given  to  the  ac- 
tion of  congress,  in  setting  out  the  objects  of  the  war, 
is — 1.  To  repel  the  Mexican  forces  beyond  the  Rio 
Grande,  2.  To  force  Mexico  to  recognise  that  river 
as  the  boundary  between  the  two  Republics.  3.  To 
compel  her  to  pay  the  just  claims  which  American 
citizens  have  against  her  for  wrongs  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations.  Mr.  Polk  was,  as  the  head  of 
our  army  and  navy,  to  prosecute  the  war  for  success 
in  those  objects;  it  did  not  belong  to  him  to  add  to 
them.  Not  being  restricted  or  instructed  by  con- 
gress, he  had  a right  to  apply  and  to  use,  according 
to  his  own  discretion,  the  entire  military  and  naval 
force  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war:  to  attack  Mexico  any  where,  by  land  or  by  sea; 
to  occupy  any  portion  of  her  territory,  and  hold  it  by 
force  of  arms,  and  to  weaken  and  do  her  all  the  da- 
mage he  could  within  the  usages  of  civilized  war- 
fare. But  he  had  no  authority  whatever  to  declare 
other  objects  of  the  war,  or  to  give  to  any  of  the 
states  or  people  of  Mexico  any  military  pledge  for  the 
United  States.  It  was  competent  for  congress  only 
to  do  such  acts.  Yet  Mr.  Polk  orders  Gen.  Taylor 
to  encourage  the  Mexican  states  “to  declare  their 
independence  of  the  central  government  of  Mexico, 
and  either  to  become  our  allies,  or  to  assume,  as  it 
is  understood  Yucatan  has  done,  a neutral  altitude 
in  the  existing  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  In  such  of  the  departments  or  states  as 
will  take  this  course  you  will  give  the  inhabitants 
assurances  of  the  protection  of  your  army  until  the 
return  of  peace,  so" far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
your  military  plans  of  operations.’’  “When  peace 
ts  made,  they  may  decide  themselves  their  own  form  of 
government."  Whence  did  President  Polk  derive  his 
authority  to  direct  this  war  to  be  prosecuted  to  pro- 
mote the  revolt  and  independence  of  a part  of  the 
Mexican  states;  to  make  a compact  with  them  to 
become  our  allies;  to  apply  our  military  resources 
to  uphold  their  revolutions,;  to  guaranty  protection  to 
the  people  until  the  return  of  )>eace;  and  then  their 
independence  and  right  of  self-government.’ 

But  upon  New  Mexico  and  California,  forming 
half  the  Mexican  territory,  he  advances  a long  stride 
further.  He  makes  their  conquest  and  permanent 
acquisition  the  great  end  of  the  war,  and  orders  our 
commanders  not  to  fail  to  occupy  them;  in  no  event 
voluntarily  to  lower  our  flag  in  them;  to  hold  the 
possession  and  establish  civil  government,  in  all  its 
forms,  over  them;  to  attach  them  for  the  time  to  the 
United  Slates;  to  “assure  the  people  of  those  provin- 
ces that  it  is  the  wish  and  design  of  the  United  Slates 
to  provide  for  inem  a free  government,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  similar  to  that  which  exists  in  our 
territories;  and  they  will  then  be  called  on  to  exercise 
the  rights  of  freemen  in  electing  their  own  representa- 
tives to  the  Territorial  Legislature."  How  imperially 
Mr.  President  James  Knox  Polk  looms  in  this  war! 
If  the  constitution  bad  not  created  the  office  of  com- 
mander in  chief,  it  might  have  been  done  by  act  of 
congress,  and  then  General  Scott,  or  some  other  per- 
son, would  have  filled  it,  with  every  power  and  im- 
munity which  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Polk,  except  to 
hold  it  subject  only  to  impeachment;  and  had  he,  as 
such  commander,  undertaken  what  Mr.  Polk  has, 
congress  would  at  once  have  brought  hi.m  up  as  a 
sort  of  knight  De  la  Mancha. 

But  the  establishment  of  every  form  of  civil  insti- 
tution in  these  conquered  countries,  under  the  au- 
thority of  President  Polk,  is  so  absurd  and  mon- 
strous as  to  deserve  a more  particular  examination 
and  exposure.  This  branch  of  the  subject  brings  up 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  rights  of  a conqueror 
over  a subjugated  people  and  country,  and  the  mode 
and  agency  by  which  those  rights  are  to  be  made 
available,  and  particularly  by  the  United  States;  and 
also  the  rights  which  remain  to  the  conquered. 

No  war  can  be  justified  but  upon  the  necessity  ol 
being  the  only  means  of  defence,  or  obtaining  redress 
for  great  wrongs.  The  right  to  m.  ke  it  is  one  of  the 
highest  powers  of  political  sovereignty;  and  when 
the  term  sovereign  i_s  used  in  the  national  code  in 
connection  with  war,  it  has  reference  to  the  magis- 
tracy to  which  IS  confided  by  the  fundamental  law  of 
any  country  the  war  power.  In  this  insignificance 
is  the  term  used  by  Grotius,  Putfendorf,  Burlamaqui, 
Valtel,  and  every  other  writer  upon  international 
law.  Valtel  says,  “ I'he  sovereign  is  the  real  author 
ol  the  war,  which  is  carried  on  in  his  name  and  by  his 
order.  The  troops,  officers,  soldiers,  and,  in  general, 
all  those  by  whose  agency  the  sovereign  makes  war, 
are  only  instruments  in  his  hands."  All  the  authori- 
ties are  accordant,  i'he  term  conqueror  is  strictly 
synonymous  with  sovereign,  and  refers  to  identically 
the  sauie  power  in  a particular  mode,  a victor  in 
arms,  lu  adjudging  questions  involving  the  rights 


and  relations  of  war,  “sovereign”  and  “conqueror.” 
connected  with  England  or  Russia,  would  mean  the 
monarch;  with  Venice  of  the  middle  ages,  her  senate; 
with  Switzerland  the  diet  of  the  cantons;  and  with 
the  United  Stales  their  congress.  Those  terms  no- 
where signify  a mere  military  commander;  and  it  is 
superfluous  to  say,  that  our  President,  either  in  his 
civil  or  military  capacity,  or  both  together,  does  not 
fit  or  fill  them.  The  sovereign  puwer  makes  war, 
and  any  authority  short  of  it  is  not  sovereign  in  that 
matter!  War  being  suceessfully  made  in  a country, 
its  political  government  is  necessarily  overthrown. — ■ 

If  it  be  wholly  subjugated,  and  its  national  existence 
annihilated,  it  passes  at  once  to  the  conqueror  in  all 
the  fulness  of  the  right  of  conquest,  because  no  pow- 
er is  left  to  reconquer,  no  government  with  which  to 
treat.  But  if  a province,  or  part  of  a country  only 
be  subjugated,  the  right  of  the  conqueror  is  not  com- 
plete until  it  be  confirmed  to  him  by  treaty,  or  he 
has  held  possession  of  it  for  a length  of  time  in  its  ef- 
fect equivalent  to  sucli  confirmation.  Vatlel  says: 
“Immovable  possessions,  lands,  towns,  provinces, 
&c.  become  the  property  of  the  enemy  who  makes 
himself  master  of  them:  but  it  is  only  hy  the  treaty  of 
peace  or  the  entire  submission  and  extinction  of  the 
stale  to  which  the  towns  and  provinces  belonged, 
that  the  acquisition  is  completed,  and  the  property 
becomes  stable  and  perfect.”  The  principle  of  "post 
liminium,  in  virtue  of  which  persons  and  things  taken 
by  an  enemy  and  restored  to  their  former  state,  on 
coming  again  into  the  power  of  a nation  to  which 
they  belonged,”  is  recognised  by  the  whole  civilized 
world.  But  where  the  conquest  of  a country  has 
been  but  partial,  and  has  neither  been  confirmed  to 
the  conqueror  by  treaty  or  long  possession,  he  never- 
theless has  a qualified  and  limited  sovereignty  to  the 
extent  he  occupies  it  with  his  arms,  and  a corres- 
ponding and  imperfect  right. 

Questions  connected  with  these  rights  have  come 
up  in  England,  and  been  decided  by  her  courts.  In 
the  case  of  the  Fokina,  decided  by  Sir  William  Scott, 
it  is  adjudged  that,  when  the  arms  of  England  subju- 
gated and  held  possession  of  a country,  the  king,  as 
the  representative  of  the  war  power,  acquired  an 
imperfect  sovereignty  over  it,  which,  in  virtue  of  his 
royal  prerogative,  gave  him  certain  limited  rights, 
among  which  are  admiralty  droits.  The  case  of 
Hall  vs.  Campbell  was  thoroughly  argued  four  seve- 
ral times  before  Lord  Mansfield,  and,  in  pronouncing 
judgment,  that  eminent  jurist  proceeded  to  lay  down 
several  propositions,  which  received  the  assent  of  all 
the  learned  counsel,  and  which  he  declared  to  be  loo 
clear  to  be  controverted.  Among  them  are — 

1.  “A  country  conquered  by  the  British  arms  be- 
comes a dominion  of  the  king  in  the  right  of  his 
crown,  and  therefore  necessarily  subject  to  the  legis- 
lature, the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.” 

2.  “That  the  conquered  inhabitants,  once  received 
under  the  king’s  protection,  become  subjects,  and 
are  to  be  universally  considered  in  that  liglil,  not  as 
enemies  or  aliens.” 

3.  “ That  the  laws  of  Ihe  conquered  counlay  continue 
in  force  until  they  are  altered  by  the  conqueror." 

4.  “That  if  the  king  (and  when  I say  the  king  I al- 
ways mean  the  king  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Parliament)  has  a power  to  alter  the  old  and  to  in- 
troduce new  laws  in  a conquered  count.-y,  this  legis- 
lation being  subordinate,  (that  is,  subordinate  to  his 
own  in  Parliament,;  he  cannot  make  any  new  change 
contrary  to  fundamental  principles. 

It  is  also  deemed  in  this  case  that  this  subordinate 
right  of  legislation,  belonging  to  the  king  in  virtue  of 
his  royal  prerogative,  even  before  it  was  superseded 
by  the  paramount  legislation  of  parliament,  mig/k  be 
and  had  been  surrendered  oy  the  king  to  the  people  of 
the  conquered  country.  There  were  other  interest- 
ing questions  decided  in  this  case,  whicli  originated 
111  the  Island  of  Grenada,  after  its  conquest  had  been 
secured  to  England  by  a treaty  ol  cession  with 
France.  Great  Britain  had  run  a long  and  success- 
ful career  of  conquest,  the  sentiment  of  the  imtion 
leaned  to  the  rights  of  the  conqueror,  and  in  cases 
tried  in  her  own  courts  they  were  pushed  to  the  ut- 
most verge  of  the  international  law.  But  those  rights 
and  correlative  powers,  applicable  to  sovereigns  onlv, 
as  laid  down  by  her  own  Courts,  or  by  the  writers  on 
the  national  code,  who  so  absurd  as  to  say  that  they 
inure  to  James  Polk  as  President  or  commander-in- 
chief.'' So  far  as  they  have  applicability  with  us, 
they  attach  to  the  nation  and  to  congress,  which  is 
invested  with  its  sovereign  war  power.  At  present, 
at  least,  the  President  ol  the  United  Stales  either  as 
our  chief  executive  magistrate  or  generalissimo, 
has  not,  rightfully  or  in  fact,  any  royal  prerogatives, 
to  draw  them  to  him;  but,  from  ine  tendency  of 
things,  how  lung  it  will  be  before  he  has,  cannot  be 
predicted. 

But  a conquered  people  have  rights  as  well  as  the 
conqueror.  True,  a gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mi.  Rhett)  has,  during  the  present  session,  declared 
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in  debate  that  they  ha»e  none;  but  their  property, 
their  liberty,  and  their  lives  become  absolutely  sub- 
ject to  the  conqueror,  who  might  make  such  dispo- 
sition of  all  as  he  willed,  even  to  putting  to  death  the 
whole  subjugated  people,  and  the  appropriation  of 
their  property.  No  such  atrocious  aud  diabolical 
sentiment  is  tolerated  by  civilized  nations.  It  was 
exploded  centuries  ago  by  pagan  civilization  in  its 
early  dawn;  and  as  the  code  of  war  has  been  greatly 
meliorated  under  the  hallowed  influences  of  Christi- 
anity, it  IS  now  utterly  condemned  and  ahhorred. — 
The  bloody  people  who  would  now  enforce  that 
monstrous  principle  would  soon  find  Christendom 
armed  against  them  in  one  holy  crusade.  The  ge- 
neral mitigation  of  international  law,  and  especially 
in  relation  to  war  and  its  rights,  is  progressing, 
and  will  progress  with  the  advance  of  the  world. — 
Here  are  passages  which  speak  the  spirit  of  modern 
warfare: 

‘‘As  soon  as  your  enemy  has  laid  down  his  arms 
and  surrendered  his  person,  you  have  no  longer  any 
right  over  his  life.” 

‘‘But,  at  present,  war  is  less  dreadful  in  its  conse 
quences  to  the  subject;  matters  are  conducted  with 
more  humanity.  One  sovereign  makes  war  against 
another  sovereign,  anti  nol  against  the  unarmed  citi- 
zens." The  conqueror  seizes  upon  the  possession  of 
the  Slate,  the  public  property,  while  private  indivi- 
duals are  permitted  to  retain  theirs." 

‘‘If  it  is  against  the  sovereign  alone  that  he  has 
just  cause  of  complaint,  reason  plainly  evinces  that 
he  acquires  no  other  rights  by  his  conquest  than  such 
as  belonged  to  the  sovereign  whom  he  has  dispo-sess- 
ed;  and,  on  the  submission  of  the  people,  he  is  bound  to 
govern  them  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Stale.  If 
the  people  do  not  voluntarily  submit,  ths  state  of  war 
conlinus.” 

‘‘Instead  of  the  custom  of  pillaging  the  open  coun- 
try and  defenceless  plains,  another  mode  has  been 
substituted,  which  is  at  once  more  humane  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  belligerent  sovereign:  1 mean  that 
of  contributions.” 

“At  present  war  is  carried  on  by  the  regular  troops. 
The  people,  the  peasants,  the  citizens  take  no  part 
in  it,  and,  in  general,  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
sword  of  the  enemy.  Provided  the  inhabitants  submit 
to  him  who  is  master  of  the  country,  pay  the  contri- 
butions imposed,  and  refrain  from  all  hostilities, 
they  live  in  as  perfect  safety  as  if  they  were  friends; 
they  even  continue  in  possession  of  what  belongs  to 
them;  the  country  people  come  freely  to  camp  to  sell 
their  provisions,  and  are  protected  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  calamities  of  war.” 

Such  are  the  milder  features  of  modern  warefare. 
Private  properly,  however,  is  only  safe  upon  the 
land;  it  is  still  subject  to  pillage  upon  the  high  seas. 
But  sentiments  are  progressing  which  will  abolish 
that  piratical  practice.  Even  contributions  are  now 
never  exorbitant,  aud  are  now  fallen  into  disuse. 

It  w ill  be  seen  from  this  collocation  of  authoi  ities 
that  a conqueror  has  no  right  to  devastate  a country 
with  fire,  sword  and  rapine;  to  murder  prisoners  or 
the  unresisting  people;  to  sell  them  into  slavery; 
and,  where  they  lubmil,  and  are  peaceable,  to  harrass 
and  oppress  them  with  martial  law;  or  to  deprive 
them  of  their  own  laws  and  regulations,  and  to  sub- 
stitute fur  them  a strange  and  detested  code;  to  plun- 
der them  of  their  property,  or  to  make  any  exactions 
from  them  except  in  the  form  of  regular  contribu 
tioiis;  and  especially,  that,  before  he  has  completely 
subjugated  their  government  and  country,  he  has  no 
right  to  punisli  them  with  death  as  traitors  for  serv- 
ing that  govern.Tient  and  country,  or  require  them  to 
betray  both,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  and 
be  incorporated  with  his  own  citizens  and  subjects. 
The  people  of  New  Mexico  and  California,  having 
voluntarily  submitted  to  our  arms,  were  nol  properly 
subject  to  any  of  these  acts;  but  all  of  them  the 
dupes  of  Mr.  Polk,  acting  under  his  orders,  have  in- 
flicted upon  those  people;  aud  he  has  with  distinct- 
ness and  emphasis  approved  all  but  those  which 
make  and  give  them  the  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
Uniied  States.  But  grant  that  the  right  to  do  all 
these  things  resulted  from  our  conquest  and  uiilitary 
occupation  of  those  countries  to  whom  did  it  result, 
and  to  what  officer  or  department  of  our  governinent 
are  they  enirusted  by  the  constitution,  is  with  us  the 
great  practical  question. 

Every  power  and  every  officer  of  our  government 
“lives  and  moves  and  has  being”  under  and  by  the 
constitution,  and  the  constitution  alone.  To  deduce 
any  power  to  the  president  or  any  other  functionary 
from  any.  other  source,  is  the  greatest  and  dangerous 
of  all  abiuidities.  He,  or  congress,  or  any  person 
under  them,  whether  acting  in  or  out  of  the  United 
State-,  receive  all  legal  vitality  from  it;  and  if  a war- 
rant cannot  be  there  lound  for  the  act,  it  is  against 
the  fundamental  law  and  void.  No  code  or  law  finds 
any  place  in  our  system,  unless  it  be  adopted  by  the 
constitution,  and  then  only  to  such  extent  as  it  is 


clearly  introduced  by  it.  The  entire  legislative  power 
of  the  government  is  created  by  the  constitution,  and 
by  it  vested  exclusively  in  congress;  and  no  legisla- 
tive act  can  be  legitimately  done  in  the  name  of  the 
United  Slates,  within  or  without  their  limits,  but  by 
the  authority  of  congress.  The  is  the  fixed  principle 
of  our  wrillen  fundamental  law.  Even  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  king  of  England,  in  virtue  of  a royal  pre- 
rogative ill  a conquered  country,  cannot  have  effect 
against  the  unwritten  law  of  the  realm.  And  shall 
ours,  which  the  people  have  declared  lobe  supreme, 
be  broken  down  by  the  fugacious  usurp  iticns  of  Jas. 
K.  Polk?  He  has  not  a semblance  of  authority  to  do 
or  to  authorize  any  act  of  a legislative  kind  in  New 
Mexico  or  California,  any  more  than  in  the  rightful 
territory  of  the  United  States.  If  he  had  deemed  any 
regulations  of  the  kind  necessary  or  useful  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  th“re  was  properly  but  one 
course  for  him  to  take — to  refer  the  matter  to  con- 
gress; and  if  it  could  not  rightfully  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject, there  is  no  other  power  that  can. 

It  has  been  shown  that  after  war  is  declared,  so 
far  as  Mr.  Polk  can  act,  it  is  a commander-in-chief, 
and  nol  as  president;  that  in  the  latter  character  he 
■ ould  not  interpose  until  congress  had  passed  some 
law  in  relation  the  war,  which  required  his  agency 
ill  its  execution;  and  that  his  office  of  commander- 
in-chief  was  purely  military,  without  a figment  of 
civil  power.  If  it  combine  any  civil  authority,  it 
must  be  conferred;  and  how  and  by  what?  It  is  not 
imported  by  the  language  used  in  creating  the  office, 
and  there  is  no  other  passage  in  the  constitution 
bearing  upon  it.  The  laws  of  congress  might  unite 
same  civil  with  it;  but  no  law  authorises  him  to  do, 
or  to  order  to  be  dune,  what  his  deputy  military  law- 
givers hnve  enacted  in  New  Mexico  and  California. 

Mr.  Polk  had  a right  to  send  Taylor,  Kearny,  and 
Stockton  upon  their  several  expeditions  with  general 
discretion,  or  with  special  orders  and  restricted 
powers.  In  either  slate  of  the  case,  they  would  be 
acting  under  and  representing  him;  but  in  the  first, 
each  of  them  would  have  possessed  all  the  military 
authority,  and  could  have  done  every  act  to  which 
Mr.  Polk  himself  would  have  been  competent,  had 
he  been  personally  at  the  head  of  the  expedition.  In 
the  execution  of  general  orders  and  powers,  Kearny 
and  Stockton  might  have  legislated  to  the  same  ex 
tent,  and  in  precisely  in  such  forms  as  they  have 
under  more  particular  instructions.  They  would 
have  had  full  military  power  appropriate  to  their 
several  expeditions,  and  Mr.  Polk  could  not  possibly 
have  possessed  more,  or  by  any  form  of  orders  have 
delegated  more  to  them.  What  were  their  duties 
and  competency  in  their  respective  positions,  or  Mr. 
Polk’s,  had  he  been  their  in  person?  To  perform 
every  act  of  a wise  and  effective  military  and  naval 
commander,  and  not  one  in  addition;  to  meet  and 
subdue  the  forces  ot  Mexico  wherever  they  appeared; 
to  keep  down  all  military  movements  or  attempts  to 
resist  the  American  arms;  to  break  up  the  political 
organization  of  those  countries,  and  to  cut  off  their 
connnexion  for  the  time  with  the  central  govern 
ment;  to  prevent  the  Mexican  armies  and  authorities 
from  drawing  any  assistance  whatever  from  them; 
and  to  keep  the  inhabitants  quiet  and  in  a state  of 
complete  subjection  to  our  military  and  naval  forces. 
This  would  have  been  military  occupation  of  the 
country  in  its  fullest  sense,  and  beyond  it  neither  Mr. 
Polk’s  military  praetors  nor  himself  had  any  warrant 
or  power  to  advance.  Will  Mr.  P.ilk  himself  con- 
tend that  he,  military  officer  exclusively  in  this  mat- 
ter, has  any  right  to  take  and  hold  any  other  than  a 
military  possession  of  those  countries?  He  admits 
in  his  special  message  that  his  occupation  is  tempo- 
rary, but  he  does  not,  nor  could  he,  contend,  without 
mockery,  that  it  is  merely  military.  Can  there  be  no 
occupation  of  those  countries  but  what  is  military? 
If  there  can  be,  what  would  be  civil  occupation?  I'o 
institute  the  fundamental  law  of  a complex  and  com- 
plete form  of  government,  to  create  all  manner  of 
legislative,  executive,  judicial,  and  ministerial  of- 
ficers, to  appoint  and  iiislal  the  officers  into  their 
respective  places,  ai  d to  establish  their  fees,  pay, 
aiiU  saldcies,  to  lay  taxes,  and  make  sundry  internal 
regulations,  and  to  compile  and  enact  an  extensive 
civil  code  of  laws  appiicaole  to  all  the  diversified 
transactions,  interests,  property,  and  rights  of  the 
inhibitanls,  is  a prety  complete  civil  occupation  of 
New  Mexico,  and  it  is  that  which  Mr.  Polk  has 
authorized  and  ordered  ‘‘upon  his  own  hook.”  That 
IS  all  the  civil  occupation  of  which  any  country  is 
capable,  and  much  more  perfect  than  this  ever  be- 
lore  had.  But  why  did  not  Gen.  7’aylor  organize 
similar  political,  civil  and  legal  institutions  in  Ta- 
niaulipas,  Coahuila,  and  New  Leon?  He  holds  mift- 
tary  possession  of  those  provinces  without  such  aids. 
He  was  at  liberty  to  resort  to  them;  for  the  same 
orders  under  which  Gen.  Kearny  acted  were  given 
to  him,  but  in  a discretionary  and  not  a mandatory 
form;  another  proof  that  Mr.  Polk,  lor  himself,  for 


congress,  and  for  the  United  Slates,  had  determine^ 
fully  that  the  acquisition  of  New  .Mexico  and  Cali- 
forma  should  he  introduced  as  additional  objects  of 
the  war,  that  it  should  be  waged  to  their  permanent 
acquisition. 

But  the  officers  by  whose  agency  Mr.  Polk  per- 
petrated these  extravagant  enormities  were  his  su- 
bordinates, and  acted  under  his  commands,  and  are 
therefore  not  culpable.  It  is  true  that  under  general 
ordejs  they  would  have  as  much  wairantas  they 
could  have  under  the  most  specific;  and  If,  acting 
under  orders  in  no  way  pointing  to  such  acts,  ihey 
nevertheless  had  proceeded  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
stales  of  this  union  in  those  subjugated  Mexican  Pro- 
vinces, to  occupy  in  them  the  whole  field  of  human 
legislation,  and  to  attach  lliem  preliminarily  and  in- 
loriiial  to  the  United  Slates,  the  annuncialiun  of  such 
startling  facts  would  have  struck  Mr.  Polk  himself 
and  the  American  people  as  with  a galvanic  shock. 
Yet  in  that  mode  the  whole  thing  would  have  been 
just  as  legitimate  and  conslituliunal  as  it  now  isl  It 
is  the  very  acme  of  executive  arrogance  and  usurpa- 
tion. If,  in  addition  to  his  own  proper  powers,  Mr. 
Polk  had  combined  in  himself  all  that  congress  pos- 
sesses over  the  subject,  and  had  put  the  aggregated 
mass  to  the  utmost  in  execution,  he  would  have  fal- 
len short  of  the  achievements  of  his  satraps  acting 
under  his  orders  and  appobation.  The  case  did  not 
admit,  the  must  absolute  despot  of  Europe  could  not 
possibly  have  gone  into,  a larger  exercise  of  legisla- 
tive and  civil  powers,  and  every  act  he  could  have 
done  would  have  been  the  appendages  of  his  sovereignty. 
Who  or  what  made  James  K.  Polk  a sovereign,  and 
invested  him  with  such  high  royal  prerogatives.’ — 
Our  president  is  learning  fast  enough  to  king  it  for 
us.  The  war  power  is  with  jealous  forecast  with- 
held from  him,  and  given  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people  and  the  stales;  yet  he  takes  it  upon  himself 
to  make  this  war  whilst  congress  is  in  session,  and 
will  not  design  to  consult  it. 

To  decide  the  ends  to  which  such  a war  shall  be 
waged  belongs  properly  to  congress  as  the  war  mak- 
ing power;  but  Mr.  Polk’s  position  is  to  determine 
them  himself  to  the  exclusion  of  congress,  and  to 
continne  it  until  they  are  won  in  the  battle  field.  To 
grant  or  withhold  supplies  to  carry  on  a war  was 
lelused  to  the  president,  but  given  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  and  the  slates,  to  hold  him  in 
check,  and,  wi.en  it  vi  as  proper,  to  enable  them  to 
lerminaie  the  desolutions  of  war.  But  Mr.  Polk  tells 
congress  that  they  have  no  option  but  to  grant  him 
such  supplies  as  he  requires  to  conduct  this  his  own 
war.  He  has  no  right  to  make  a civil  regulation 
in  a conquered  country;  yet  he  excludes  congress 
the  only  proper  authority,  and  seizes  and  exercises 
legisidlive  powers  in  every  form  which  the  wit  of 
man  nas  uevised  in  California  and  New  xMexico. — 
He  is  here  the  great  touniain  of  honors  and  patronage, 
ann  as  such  is  increasing  much  mure  rapidly  than 
the  spread  and  the  growth  of  the  confederacy.  Men 
look  to  him  to  give  them  money,  and  place,  and 
pobiiiou;  they  regard  him  as  the  arbiter  of  their  destiny, 
and  they  lawn  and  crawl  around  him  as  the  denomi- 
nated slaves  ut  Europe  do  about  ns  thrones.  Our 
president  wants  but  a name  and  a crown  to  be  a 
chartered  ii.oiiarch.  Will  the  Ameruaii  people  never 
open  their  eyes  to  the  dangers  which  environ  them? 
Is  the  day  oi  accountability  and  retributiuii  never  to 
come?  is  there  not  of  virtue  and  intelligence  in  tho 
country  to  regenerate  the  government,  to  purify  its 
adniiiiislralioii,  to  lop  off  presiuential  usurpations,  to 
bring  back  the  constitutiuii  to  “its  pure  and  original 
principles?” 

Mr.  Brinkerhoff  next  got  the  floor.  He  said  he 
had  voted  lor  the  pending  amendment  when  it  was 
proposed  in  the  cuinmiltee  on  military  affairs,  and 
should  do  so  now,  because  he  believed  it  was  for  tbs 
good  ol  the  service,  i be  amendment  allowed  to  the 
president  the  power  of  selecting  Irora  among  the  of- 
ticers  of  the  army  a commander  to  whom  should  be 
confided  the  supreme  command  in  the  field  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  without  relerence  to  the 
relative  rank  ol  the  generals  in  command  in  regard 
to  each  other.  This  was  a power  which,  in  substance, 
the  president  poss'esseo  now;  because  if  he  desired 
any  general  ol  junior  coiiimission  to  come  now  in  th« 
field  to  lake  the  chief  command,  he  could  efl'ecl  that 
purpose  by  recalling  those  who  were  above  him. — 
But  Mr.  B.  was  in  lavor  ot  giving  him  the  power 
directly;  and  why?  1 he  presioeni  was  resposible  for 
the  use  of  the  men  and  money  placod  at  liis  control 
by  congress;  aud  no  man  would  be  swilter  in  holding 
him  to  that  responsibility  than  the  gentleman  Ironi 
Ky.,  who  had  just  taken  his  seal,  (M.  G.  Davis.)  Of 
his  being  thus  neld  to  slricl  responsibility,  Mr.  B.  did 
not  complain;  but  if  the  president  was  to  be  held 
thus  responsible,  he  ought  to  possess,  uiitranimeied, 
the  power  ol  appointing  his  ageins  to  conduct  the 
war.  1 his  considered  merely  as  an  abstract  propo, 
siiion,  would  be  just  in  ilsell,  and  must  coiuuieu^ 
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itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  people.  But  it  was 
not  to  be  denied  or  concealed  that  there  were  cir- 
cumstances in  the  case  which  rendered  it  peculiarly 
proper  that  the  president  should  have  this  power  at 
the  present  tinte  in  regard  to  the  war  with  Mexico. 
The  journals  of  the  country  were  rife  with  the  idea 
that  two  of  the  major  generals  at  present  in  com- 
mand in  Mexico  were  candidates  for  the  presidency. 
[A  voice;  “And  do  you  want  to  make  another.^]  I 
do  not.  1 deny  it.  But  both  of  these  commanders 
were  strong  partisans,  in  opposition  to  the  dominant 
part. 

Mr.  Davis  here  asked  leave  to  inquire  whether  the 
gentlein-an  from  Ohio  could  tell  him  what  were  the 
politics  of  Gen.  Taylor.> 

Mr.  Brinke.rhnff  replied  that  he  had  often  heard 
whigs  say  that  tie  was  their  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  he  considered  this  as  pretty  good  evidence 
that  he  must  be  a whig.  If  Mr.  B.  were  a whig,  (as 
bis  democratic  friends  had  sometimes  charged  him 
with  being,  because  he  could  not  go  for  every  mea- 
sure they  were  pleased  to  propose),  he  could  say 
that  it  was  unfair  to  the  president  to  compel  him  to 
employ  those  who  were  his  rivals  as  the  instruments 
of  executing  tiis  will  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
It  was  surely  but  just  to  let  him  select  fur  his  agents 
men  known  to  be  friendly  to  the  objects  of  the  war. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  never  gone  into  the  question 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  existing  war;  he  had  found  it 
in  existence,  and  he  was  for  fighting  it  out;  but  it 
was  contrary  to  the  known  principles  of  human  na- 
ture, it  could  not  be  that  those  should  heartily  co- 
operate with  the  president  in  carrying  out  his  plans 
for  the  war,  w hose  true  policy,  as  his  rivals,  it  was  to 
maiie  the  war  unsucccsslul  and  consequently  odious 
to  the  nation.  It  was  manifestly  proper  that  those 
who  had  the  principal  command  in  the  field  should 
be  men  who  acted  with  the  dominant  party. 

When  a proposition  had  been  introduced  into  con- 
gress some  time  ago  to  appoint  a lieutenant  general 
from  the  ranks  of  private  life  Mr.  B.  had  been  opposed 
to  it.  He  had  opposed  it  because  he  had  seen  no  rea- 
sons in  its  favor;  he  considered  it  a political  blunder  in 
the  administration  to  bring  forward  such  a measure 
prematurely.  But  since  then  disclosures  had  taken 
place  which  satisfied  him  that  an  appointment  of  the 
kind  ou,;bl  to  be  made.  Had  ttie  administralion 
possessed  and  manifested  entire  confidence  in  con- 
gress at  that  time,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  that  the 
measure  when  first  proposed  would  have  carried. — 
But,  however  that  might  have  been,  the  present 
amendment  did  not  go  to  the  same  extent;  this  did 
not  empower  the  president  to  create  a new  military 
rank  of  command,  but  merely  to  select  from  among 
the  oflBcers  of  his  army  one  to  hold  the  supreme 
command.  To  hold  the  president  responsible  for 
the  conducting  of  the  war,  and  then  to  oblige  him 
to  employ  Ins  opponents  and  rivals,  was  unfair,  un 
just,  impolitic.  Such  a policy  was  insane.  There 
were  valuable  ofiicers  now  commanding  in  Mexico; 
and  It  was  not  desirable  that  they  should  he  brought 
borne.  They  vt  ere  receiving  handsome  pay,  ami  the 
country  had  a right  to  their  services;  but  they  had 
no  right  to  claim  the  rank  of  a coiiimander-in-chief 
under  the  piesident.  They  were  our  officers,  exist- 
ing by  our  autlioriiy,  and  il  they  were,  as  officers, 
stricken  out  of  existence,  they  could  not  complain. 
What  ground  of  complaint  would  they  have  be- 
cause congress  gave  the  president  the  nglit  of  se- 
lecting his  chiel  commanding  officer  from  among 
them? 

Besides,  between  the  commander-in-chief  in  the 
field  and  the  coramander-in-chief  at  Washington 
there  ought  to  subsist  tlie  most  intimate  and  confi 
denlial  relation,  and  if  it  did  not  the  public  service 
must  sufi'er  immensely.  Mr.  B.  did  not  say  that 
entire  confidence  did  not  now  subsist  between  the 
president  and  the  commanding  generals  in  Mexico; 
yet  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  a very  confidential 
relation  existed  between  them,  because  they  were 
his  rivals,  being  tliemseives  candidates  for  the  pre- 
sidency. 

Already  we  had  seen  some  lamentable  disclosures, 
such  as  all  reflecting  men  could  not  but  regret,  and 
which  never  could  have  taken  place  if  the  proper 
degree  of  confidence  existed  between  the  executive 
and  those  acting  under  him.  Mr.  B.  said  he  should 
vole  for  the  amendment  proposed,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons he  had  given. 

Mr.  B.  said  lie  had  not  played  the  partisan  in  that 
bouse.  It  lie  was  notorious  lor  any  thing  it  was 
this,  thal  he  had  had  occasional  ditt'erence  with  his 
parly.  While  Ihe  whig  side  of  the  house  had  rung 
Itiroughuul  ihe  session  » ilh  nothing  but  mere  parly 
speeches,  made  lor  the  purpose  of  being  thrown  into 
pamphlet  lonn  and  sent  in  cart  loads  fur  distribution 
wilti  a view  to  influence  the  coming  election,  Mr.  B. 
bad  pursued  a very  different  course.  We  were  in  a 
war,  and  be  vvaiiicd  to  see  it  prosecuted  successfully 
to  an  honorable  peace. 


What  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Davis,) 
meant  by  his  abstract  argument  on  eonslituliona I 
powers,  Mr.  B.  did  not  exactly  comprehend.  If 
the  gentleman  meant  to  convey  the  idea  that  con- 
gress had  not  been  sufficiently  consulted  as  to  the 
manner  of  conducting  this  war,  the  position  was  in 
contrariety  with  the  amendment  which  the  gentle 
man  to  strongly  opposed;  for  it  asked  congress  to 
clothe  the  president  with  a power  which,  if  disposed 
to  make  light  of  its  authority,  he  might  virtually  ex- 
ercise without  asking  their  permission. 

Mr.  Gentry  said  he  professed  to  feel  as  ardent  a 
desire  thal  the  existing  war  should  be  brought  to  a 
speedy  and  an  honorable  termination  as  any  otlier 
gentleman  in  Ihe  house  and  elsewhere.  He  had 
voted  for  all  the  means  asked  for  by  the  executive, 
and  which  he  believed  proper  and  necessary  to  ac 
complish  that  end;  and,  if  he  could  believe  that 
the  provision  now  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the 
senate’s  bill  was  so,  he  would  give  it  his  prompt 
and  cordial  support.  While  he  believed  the  war 
to  have  been  commenced  by  a usurpation  of  pow- 
er and  a manifest  and  open  breach  of  the  constitu- 
tion— 

Mr.  Brinkerhnff  here  asked  the  floor  for  a moment. 
He  was  told  by  his  friends  that  he  bad  left  the  im- 
pression that  Mr.  Polk  intended  to  run  as  a candidate 
for  a second  presidential  term. 

[Voices:  “Certainly  you  did;  don’t  claw  out  of 
it.’’] 

Mr.  Gentry.  That  was  sufficiently  obvious  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  Brinherkoff  said  when  he  spoke  of  two  of  our 
generals  as  the  president’s  rivals,  he  meant  merely 
to  designate  them  as  belonging  to  a rival  party. 

[V'oices:  “Ah,  indeed!  ha!  ha!  We  understand!’’] 

Mr.  Gentry  resumed.  While  he  thought  the  war 
had  been  commenced  in  an  unconstitutional  manner, 
still,  being  in  the  war,  he  could  not  see  how  we 
were  to  get  out  of  it  without  fighting  ourselves  out 
of  it,  manfully  and  bravely.  And,  therefore,  look- 
ing to  those  who  had  the  ultimate  authority  to  re- 
dress all  the  evils  of  our  present  condition,  he  had 
voted  all  those  supplies  which  were  necessary  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  vigor.  Bui  he  did  not  ttiink 
the  measure  now  proposed  to  be  at  all  necessary  or 
[iroper  to  thal  end.  The  house  had  again  and  again 
decided  that  il  was  not  necessary.  Why  was  the 
eflort  thus  persevered  in.’  Tlie  scheme  had  once  been 
voted  out  of  the  house  sub  silentio,  without  dei  ming 
it  worthy  of  a word  of  discussion  or  even  remark. 
Since  then  what  new  lights  had  broken  in  on  the 
minds  of  these  gentlemen?  What  extraordinary  oc- 
currences had  taken  place  to  reverse  and  revolu- 
tionize their  ideas?  He  did  not  pretend  to  tell.  He 
had,  indeed,  his  own  opinion  on  the  subject.  Pie 
Uioughl  hs  understood  the  true  causes  and  motives 
which  caused  il  to  be  thus  urged  upon  the  house  — 
He  understood,  as  had  been  once  intimated  here, 
that  Ihe  war  was  not  prosecuted  so  much  against 
Mexico  as  against  political  rivals  and  opponents,  and 
that  a victory  at  Home  would  be  quite  as  dear  to  tne 
heart  of  the  president,  as  one  however  glorious,  on 
the  fields  of  Mexico. 

He  knew  that  he  had  no  right  to  ask  questions 
here  touching  matters  which  had  occurred  else- 
where than  on  this  floor;  but  he  should  like  to  inquire 
whetlier  certain  genlleinen  had  not  gone  to  the  pre- 
sident and  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  directly  pro 
tested  against  the  appuimmenl  of  General  Scott,  to 
the  command  of  the  army,  on  the  ground  that,  if  he 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  laurels 
which  already  encircled  his  brow  by  winning  ne  a' 
triumphs  in  the  present  war,  his  popularity  would 
soon  be  such  as  to  render  him  invincible  as  a candi- 
date for  the  presidency?  If  he  had  a right  to  put 
the  question,  and  genlleinen  here  were  compelled  to 
answer,  he  believed  there  were  many  in  thal  hall 
who  could  not  deny  it.  1 his  was,  in  fact,  a political 
war  throughout.  They  had  anticipated  a short,  easy, 
brilliant  campaign.  They  expected  that  Mexico, 
alter  a leeble  resistance,  would  be  brought  to  terms, 
and  that  this  Democratic  Polk  administration  would 
stand  torever  glorious  on  the  pages  of  American  his- 
tory for  having  added  vast  lerrilories  to  the  extent 
ol  tlie  republic.  Confident  of  an  easy  conquest,  they 
had  shaped  all  their  measures  in  such  a way  as  lo 
drive  the  whigs  into  opposition  lo  the  war,  preferring 
iheir  opposition  to  their  co  operation.  Of  this  the 
preamble  to  ihe  war  bill  was  a proof  and  an  illustra- 
tion. Il  had  so  happened  that  General  Scott,  with 
out  any  solicitation  or  agency  of  his  own,  was  talk- 
ed about  by  his  friends  as  a fit  candidate  for  the 
presidency,  and  therefore  it  would  not  do  to  let  him 
go  and  reap  this  easy  field  of  giory;  he  would  be 
come  allogelher  loo  popular  a “rival.”  But  old 
Zack  Taylor  had  not,  at  that  lime,  been  thought  of 
Liy  any  body  as  a future  president,  and  be  was  not 
dangerous.  I hey  knew  him  lo  be  a rough  and  a ready 
fighter,  accustomed  to  give  and  take,  hard  knocks;  so 


he  would  answer  their  purpose  exactly.  He  went  ac- 
cordingly, but  after  he  had  won  the  victories  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  they  would  gladly 
have  superseded  him  loo,  but  it  was  then  loo  late, 
and  he  was  brevetted.  But  he,  loo,  was  now  getting 
dangerous;  so  they  left  him  lo  prosecute  the  war 
without  sustaining  him  with  the  proper  means  of 
transporting  his  cannon  and  munitions.  Had  the 
lame  means  been  allowed  him  which  were  so  am  p'y 
provided  for  the  gallant  corps  who  marched  over 
the  country  vvfiere  they  scarce  met  an  enemy,  and 
look  possession  of  California,  wilh  how  much  more 
vigor  and  rapidity  might  the  war  have  been  con- 
ducted. But  he  was  left  without  means  of  irans- 
porlation,  until  the  country  was  growing  clamo- 
rous at  the  delay.  At  length,  encountering  all  di- 
fficulties, and  surmounting  them  wilh  an  energy 
never  surpassed,  he  achieved  the  immortal  vclory  of 
Monterey. 

From  that  moment  he  became  too  formidable  as  a 
rival,  and  Mr.  G.  had  sometime  pictured  lo  himself 
the  religious  exercise  of  the  president,  and  of  his 
friends  of  the  democratic  party  during  this  new  state 
of  things.  There  had,  from  time  lo  time,  intima- 
tions been  given,  in  various  forms  sometimes  by 
little  paragraphs  which  made  their  appearance  in 
the  democratic  papers,  intimating  that  Mr.  Polk 
was  a remarkably  pious  man,  and  if  so,  he  must  of 
course  often  pray.  Well,  Mr.  G.  had  imagined  lo 
himself  our  pious  president  engaged  in  his  devotions, 
and  (having  by  his  own  acts  rendered  war  inevita- 
ble) he  had  fancied  he  could  hear  him  praying, 
“Good  Lord,  let  Taylor  be  victorious;  and  then,  oh 
Lord,  take  him  to  thyself  speedily.”  [A  laugh.] — 
Well  he  might,  for  he  had  his  own  fear  lest  so  much 
military  glory  might  make  him  as  tr  mbiesoine  a 
customer  as  Scott.  However,  he  could  not  get  over 
the  necessity  of  giving  him  the  command  after  the 
glorious  victories  he  had  won,  victories  which 
tiad  attracted  to  him  the  admiration  not  only 
of  the  whole  country,  but  of  foreign  nations. — 
The  Amerinan  people  were  beginning  lo  point 
to  him  as  the  man  who  had  added  lustre  to  our 
arms,  and  upliold  the  glory  of  the  American  name. 
From  thal  moment  he  became  the  mark  for  the 
envy  and  malicious  hate  of  the  administration,  and 
of  its  supporters  and  minions  in  and  out  of  congress. 
What  was  lo  be  done?  Wliereto  would  this  thing 
grow?  Forthwith  General  Scott,  who  had  before 
been  pul  aside  with  looks  of  coldness,  and  supersed- 
ed from  the  command  of  the  war,  came  suddenly  into 
favor,  and  was  sent  down,  in  his  turn,  lo  supersede 
Taylor;  for  now,  of  the  two,  Taylor  was  become  a 
more  dangerous  rival  than  Scott. 

Bui  still  “thick  coining  fancies”  continued  to 
crowd  upon  the  president  and  his  counsellors,  and 
all  his  obsequious  tools  in  congress,  and  the  former 
fears  began  to  revive  lest  the  veteran  of  Chippewa 
should  come  home  with  fresh  laurels  won  from  the 
Mexican  commanders.  So  a project  was  hatched 
to  create  a “lieutenant  general.”  No  sooner  did 
that  proposition  enter  that  hall  than  it  was  voted  out 
of  it.  !l  was  not  even  debated,  but  received  the  in- 
dignity of  a silent  negative.  It  was  said  that  the 
president  flew  into  a rage  and  scolded  very  hard 
when  he  heard  it.  So,  the  day  after,  the  vote  was 
reconsidered,  and  the  proposal  was  referred  lo  the 
commiKee  on  military  afl'airs,  and,  after  being  re- 
ported and  tiebaied,  it  was  rejected  again.  The 
same  reception  met  it  in  the  senate.  But  now,  like 
Baiiquo’s  ghost,  it  rose  again  to  push  them  from  their 
stools — for  this  amendment  was  but  the  old  pi-opo- 
sitioti  lor  a lieuten.ini  general.  It  was  the  same  thing 
in  substance  under  a new  form.  Instead  ofempow- 
ering  the  president  to  create  a new  military  rank 
It  allowed  him  lo  raise  one  of  the  major  generals 
such  as  he  snould  choose,  without  regard  to  the  dale* 
of  commission,  and  set  the  youngest  of  them  over 
the  heads  of  veterans  who  had  .spent  their  lives  in 
war.  By  this  amendment  the  president  could  confer 
on  Ibis  lavonle  all  the  powers  which  he  could  under 
the  former  bill.  Yet  it  was  lo  be  made  a part  of 
this  bill,  and  they  must  vole  this  or  go  against  the 
.ihole  bill.  However  willing  they  might  be  lo  vole 
the  proposed  increase  of  officers  tor  the  public  ser- 
vice, they  could  not  do  it  unless  they  swallowed  this 
pill  along  with  thenst.  For  his  own  pari,  so  lar 
as  poliiical  coiisiderjlions  w ere  concerned,  Mr.  G. 
fell  very  indiHerent  which  way  the  question  was  de- 
cided. 

The  position  had  assumed  as  to  the  motives  which 
led  to  this  proceeding  had  all  been  remarkably  con- 
firmed by  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Biinkerhofl'.)  What  were  thal  gentleman’s 
objeeiions  to  the  generals  already  in  command?  Why, 
tliat  two  of  them  (Scott  and  Taylor)  were  candi- 
dates fur  the  presidency — Mr.  Polk’s  rivals  and  po- 
litical opponent.-;  his  rivals  in  aspiring  lor  ihe  presi- 
dency. And  the  gentleman  ihouglil  mere  ought  lo 
be  a more  confidential  intercourse  between  the  com- 
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manrfer-tn-chief  in  Washington  and  a commander- 
in-chief  in  Mexico;  and  he  had  dared  to  follow  his 
argument  with  the  gross  and  foul  intimation  that 
these  generals,  being  the  president’s  adversaries  and 
rivals,  would  endeavor  to  make  the  war  they  conduct- 
ed unsuccessful,  that  thereby  they  might  render  the 
president  odious. 

Here  the  lime  allotted  to  Mr.  G.  expired,  to  his 
great  surprise  and  apparent  discomfort. 

Mr.  Sims,  of  South  Carolina,  wished  to  reply  to 
an  interrogatory  which  had  been  put  to  him  by  Mr. 
Davis,  at  the  close  of  that  gentleman’s  argument, 
from  the  constitution.  The  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man, as  he  understood  it,  had  been  intended  to  prove 
that  the  president,  being  the  commander-in-chiel, 
was  simply  a military  officer,  and  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  congress  to  interpose  a commanding 
general  between  him  and  the  other  major  gene- 
rals. 

Mr.  Davis  here  explained,  stating  that  the  brief 
time  allotted  to  him  had  not  permitted  him  logo 
into  the  conclusions  which  he  had  proposed  to  draw 
from  the  premises  he  had  laid  down;  but  (if  the  re 
porter  correctly  understood  him)  he  said  that  he 
had  intended  to  show  that  congress  had  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  create  the  office  pioposed  by  the 
amendment;  and,  second,  that  the  president  had  no 
right  to  authorise  his  officers  to  discharge  civil 
functions  and  set  up  a civil  government  in  conquered 
territory. 

Mr.  Sims  said  that,  as  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man, he  contended  that  congress  had  a right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  conduct  of  a military  campaign,  and 
enjoyed  just  as  much  power  in  that  respect  at  this 
moment  as  the  old  congress  had  done  under  the  con- 
federation. A wilder  political  heresy  never  had  been 
broached. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  argue  from  the  constitu- 
tion that,  though  congress  might  declare  war  and 
raise  heels  and  armies,  it  had  no  power  at  all  to  con- 
duct war — that  being  the  function  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  alone. 

As  to  Ihe  power  of  the  president  to  establish  civil 
goveinii.enls  in  territories  seized  and  tield  by  mili- 
tary occupation,  Mr.  S.  said  he  had,  on  a previous 
occasion,  proved,  from  the  best  writers  on  the  law 
of  nations,  that  this  was  an  att.'-ibute  of  the  milita- 
ry power,  and  arose  from  the  fact  of  military  occu- 
pation. 

Mr.  S.  next  referred  to  the  62d  article  of  war, 
which,  as  believi  d,  gave  the  president  the  power 
which  this  amendment  pioposed  to  confer  upon  him; 
but,  as  the  construction  of  the  rule  was  held  to  be 
doubtful,  it  was  deemed  best  to  confer  the  power  by 
express  legislation.  He  dwelt  on  the  great  incon- 
venience of  having  the  commander-in-chief  tied  down 
by  the  priority  of  commission,  and  insisted  that  that 
restriction  was  productive  of  more  jealousies  and 
heartburnings  than  any  thing  else  in  the  service.  In 
illuslr.Tlion  of  this  he  referred  to  the  recent  case  of 
Col.  Harney,  in  which  case  he  seemed  to  think  that 
tnju-lice  had  been  done  to  that  officer. 

But  this  amendment  would  at  once  remove  all  diffi- 
culties springing  from  military  etiquette,  and  would 
do  much  to  strengthen  the  president’s  arm  in  prose- 
cuting the  war. 

Mr.  S.  disclaimed  all  intimation  that  either  Scott 
or  Taylor,  on  account  of  their  political  relations  to 
the  president,  would  desire  the  campaign  to  fail. — 
He  had  no  idea  that  either  of  them  was  wanting  in 
patriotism;  but  he  adverted  to  the  lad  that  the  North 
Carolina  volunteers  had  refused  to  march  under  offi- 
cers wlio  avowed  the  opinion  that  the  war  was  unjust. 
Such  a conviction  unfitted  any  man  from  prosecuting 
the  war  with  that  ardor  and  fanaticism  of  bravery 
which  ensured  all  efforts  for  success. 

On  the  subject  of  harmony  in  political  views  and 
contidential  intercourse  between  the  president  and 
his  subordinates,  ilThis  was  supposed  necess  ity,  or 
at  least  highly  desirable  in  cases  of  civil  officers, 
why  was  it  not  equally,  and  even  more  so,  in  matters 
of  military  service.? 

Mr.  Tredwsy  next  obtained  Ine  floor,  and  return- 
ed the  chairman  his  thanks  for  according  to  him  a 
privilege  which  he  never  had  before  been  able  to 
obtain,  though  to  speak  in  that  hall  was  his  undoubt- 
ed right. 

He  expressed  surprise  and  regret  at  the  existence 
of  a panisan  w arlare  on  that  floor  in  regard  to  a war 
waged  against  the  common  enemy. 

He  then  went  into  a discussion  on  the  amendment, 
contending  that,  as  the  president  was  held  responsi- 
ble lor  the  management  of  the  war,  and  was,  from 
his  position  and  the  peculiar  information  he  thereby 
obtained,  belter  qualified  to  judge  of  the  suitableness 
of  particular  officers  to  fill  the  commands  in  the  army, 
he  ought  to  be  clothed  with  the  power  now  proposed 
to  be  conferred  upon  him. 

Mr.  T.  denied  that  the  project  of  a lieutenant  ge- 
neral had  been  consiaered  and  rejected  by  the  house. 


He  then  went  into  a detail  of  what  had  taken  place 
in  regard  to  that  proposition,  and  insisting  that  it 
never  had  received  the  direct  investigation  of  the 
house.  The  proposition  was  unpopular,  because  it 
was  regarded  as  an  attempt  invidiously  to  supersede 
General  Taylor;  but  all  the  uproar  which  had  been 
created  in  the  country  on  that  subject  was  out  of 
place,  because  Taylor  had  already  been  superseded 
by  the  placing  of  Scott  over  him  in  the  field.  When 
he  was  superseded  in  this  manner  not  a murmur  was 
heard  from  the  whig  party. 

Mr.  T.  confessed  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 
went  to  the  president  and  remonstrated  against  the 
appointment  of  Scott  to  the  command  of  the  army;  but 
it  was  after  Taylor  bad  won  the  victories  of  Palo  Al- 
to and  Resaca,  and  he  was  unwilling  that  the  com- 
mand should  be  taken  from  one  who  had  displayed 
such  conduct  and  courage.  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gentry,)  ever  so  much  power  to 
catechise  gentlemen  on  their  voir  dire,  he  could  gel 
nothing  more  than  this  out  of  him. 

As  to  this  being  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
mocrats to  make  political  capital,  it  was  not  they 
but  the  whigs  who  were  in  want  of  that  article — for 
they  had  achieved  a signal  victory  over  their  op- 
ponents and  had  carried  all  their  favorite  mea- 
sures. Neither  on  the  questions  of  banks,  the  tariff, 
or  the  subtreasury  were  they  in  any  want  of  political 
capital. 

He  concluded  by  maintaining  that  the  arrangement 
proposed  by  the  amendment  was  nothing  more  than 
an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  the  president. 

Mr.  Mrvton,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  had  come  here 
professing  personally  to  be  a whig,  but  knowing  the 
sentiments  of  his  constituents  and  determined  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  representing  them  with  the 
utmost  fidelity.  He  then  went  on  to  quote  and  to 
complain  of  an  editorial  article  which  had  recently 
appeared  in  the  Intelligencer  on  the  subject  of  the 
Wilmol  proviso  and  the  supporters  of  the  war,  and 
also  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  as  reported  in 
the  same  paper  on  the  same  day.  From  this  also  he 
read  an  extract. 

Mr.  N.  did  not  choose  to  be  placed  before  a small 
parly  in  bis  own  state  as  recreant  to  his  duly  in  vot 
tng  against  the  Wilmot  proviso.  He  did  not  under- 
stand or  recognise  it  to  be  a whig  doctrine  that  we 
musl  never  obtain  any  territory  from  Mexico  as  the 
result  of  this  war.  He  had  voted  against  the  Wil- 
mot proviso  because  all  his  constituents  desired  the 
war  to  be  so  conducted  as  that  it  should  be  terminat- 
ed speedily,  and  in  a manner  honorable  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  As  to  the  political  contest  here  about  it, 
though  he  had  seen  many  things  that  surprised 
him  greatly,  he  knew  nothing.  His  constituents  did 
not  believe  the  war  to  be  unjust:  they  considered 
their  government  as  prosecuting  and  defending  the 
rights  of  American  citizens — it  might  be  against  a 
weak  power,  but  a power  that  had  dared  to  invade 
and  trample  on  the  soil  of  this  Union.  Mr.  N.  did 
not  claim  to  represent  the  w'hig  party  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  if  his  sentiments  should  not  be  agreea- 
ble to  some  of  his  whig  friends,  though  he  might  re- 
gret it,  yet  he  claimed  the  right  of  casting  his  vote 
according  to  his  own  convictions  of  duty,  without 
subjecting  himself  to  be  censured,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, by  the  whig  organ  here.  With  what  little 
mind  he  possessed,  and  with  such  advantages  as 
he  had  enjoyed,  he  should  endeavor  to  do  his  public 
duly,  regardless  of  the  dictation  of  newspapers.  (He 
hoped  these  remarks  would  be  taken  down.) 

He  went  on  to  say  that  he  represented  a constitu- 
ency who  was  in  favor  of  the  war,  and  who  desired 
to  see  it  prosecuted  by  the  most  vigorous  measures; 
and  who  did  not  wish  to  limit  the  president  in  its 
conduct  save  where  his  power  might  prove  dange- 
rous. On  this  point  the  whigs  of  Arkansas  agreed 
with  the  democrats.  And  here  it  might  be  proper 
for  him  to  say  that  he  was  here  by  persuasion  of  the 
democrats  of  that  state.  Though  he  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  yet,  w hen  that 
question  had  been  settled  and  the  annexation  de- 
clared by  congress,  be  raised  a body  of  troops  to 
aid  her  in  defending  herself  against  Mexican  op- 
pression. As  to  the  political  character  of  Arkan- 
sas, he  said  that  light  was  breaking  in  upon  her  peo- 
ple, and  that  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  be  a whig 
state. 

In  regard  to  this  amendment,  he  had  voted  against 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  might  yet  vote  for 
it.  He  had  been  opposed  to  the  creation  of  a lieu 
tenant  general,  for  his  people  did  not  desire  that  he 
should  do  any  thing  to  tarnish  in  the  smallest  degree 
the  bright  fame  of  General  Taylor.  There  existed 
but  one  sentiment  there  in  regard  to  that  brave  and 
distinguished  general,  and  they  desired  that  he,  in 
preference  to  General  Scott  or  any  other  general, 
should  have  command  of  the  army  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  might  possibly  vole  for  the  bill  as 
it  came  from  the  senate,  but  not  for  the  amendment. 


He  con.'idered  a lieutenant  general  as  unnecessary. 
There  should  be  in  the  army  the  utmost  practicable 
degree  of  unanimity;  but  the  appointment  of  such 
an  officer  as  was  now  proposed  was  calculated  to 
produce  discord,  if  not  rebellion,  ^’he  Arkansas  men 
now  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Taylor  loved  their 
old  commander,  and  would  not  fight  under  this  new 
lieutenant  general,  if  he  should  be  appointed.  They 
were  as  patriotic  men  as  any  living,  but  to  this  they 
never  would  submit. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  voted  men  and  money  for  the 
war  without  looking  back  to  the  question  of  its  ori- 
gin, or  criticising  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  — 
Recent  intelligence  informed  us  of  the  facts  that 
some  of  our  men  had  been  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Mexicans — some  of  them  were  from  Mr.  N’s  own 
slate — and  a major  had  been  cut  off.  Could  any  man 
here  hesitate  to  vote  supplies  while  things  like  these 
were  taking  place  before  his  eyes.?  Mr.  N.  never 
would.  Whig  or  democrat,  he  went  for  prose- 
cuting the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a lieutenant  general  would  not  aid  towards 
such  an  end. 

Mr.  N.  said  his  desire  was  for  peace:  all  his  ways 
had  been  ways  of  peace:  (he  was  not  a violent  man 
save  when  he  spoke;)  but  he  believed  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  was  the  only  way  ever  to 
obtain  peace  with  such  people  as  the  Mexieans. — 
He  knew  something  of  the  character  of  these  peo- 
ple; for  his  residence  was  near  to  the  boundary  of 
Texas,  and  he  frequently  saw  men  who  had  had 
constant  intercourse  with  them  in  limes  past.  All 
who  did  know  them  were  of  one  opinion;  and  that 
was,  that  the  only  way  ever  to  bring  them  to  a per- 
manent peace  was  to  send  men  enough  into  their 
country  to  besiege  and  capture  their  forts,  sack  their 
cities,  burn  their  dwellings,  and  lay  waste  their  pos- 
sessions, and  make  them  feel  that  we  had  power  ef- 
fectually to  injure  them.  Mr.  N.  did  not  desire  to 
spread  desolation  among  innocent  people;  and  he 
was  aware  that  there  existed  among  them  nothing 
like  a stable  government;  but  still  they  musl  be  made 
to  comprehend  that  war  with  the  United  Slates  was 
no  child’s  play.  After  we  had  spent  millions  in  pro- 
secuting the  war,  after  so  many  precious  lives  of  our 
bravest  men  had  been  sacrificed,  after  the  tears  and 
cries  of  widows  and  orphan  children,  made  widows 
and  orphans  by  this  war,  had  been  in  our  ears,  it 
was  too  late  now  to  talk  about  withdrawing  our 
forces:  we  must  go  on,  and  put  her  fairly  down;  this 
was  the  only  way  to  an  honorable  and  a lasting  peace 
with  her. 

As  to  the  mode  in  which  the  war  had  been  con- 
ducted, Mr.  N.  was  in  a position  to  know  something 
more  of  the  feelings  of  the  south  and  of  the  west  on 
that  subject  than  those  who  had  not  so  recently 
crossed  the  mountains.  He  had  heard  much  about 
General  Taylor’s  letter,  but  he  could  assure  gentle- 
men that  the  eyes  of  the  people  in  that  quarter  of 
the  Union  were  all  fixed  upon  the  old  soldier  who 
had  led  our  armies  to  victory,  and  had  far  more  con- 
fidence in  him  than  in  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  They  considered  this  as  an  imbecile  admin- 
istration, tottering  to  Us  downfall.  It  had  not  now 
more  than  a corporal’s  guard  in  its  favor  in  that  house, 
and  it  was  destined  to  go  out  of  power  with  even 
less  honor  than  the  unhonored  administration  of  John 
Tyler. 

The  west  and  the  south  had  confidence  in  both 
our  commanders — in  Scott  and  in  Taylor;  but  most 
in  Taylor,  because  he  had  been  associated  and  iden- 
tified w ith  a large  portion  of  them  and  their  interests 
during  the  Florida  war.  The  citizens  of  Arkansas 
preferred  him  to  push  this  war  to  any  man  the  pre- 
sident could  send  there. 

Mr.  Schenck  next  addressed  the  committee,  and, 
declining  to  enter  on  any  general  discussion  touch- 
ing the  war,  (of  which  he  had  desired  to  speak  at 
large,  but  never  had  yet  enjoyed  an  opportunity,) 
would  confine  himself  mainly  to  replying  to  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Brinkerhotf.) 

He  observed  that  the  measure  now  present  was  no- 
thing new.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  old 
and  oft  rejected  project  of  a lieutenant  general.  He 
then  «enl  into  a brief  review  of  the  reception  and 
irsatmenlof  that  executive  proposal  by  this  house 
when  formerly  sent  to  it.  But  here  it  came  back 
again  once  more.  He  had  heard  it  prophesied  then, 
that,  though,  apparently  dead  under  a heavy  rejection 
by  yeas  and  nays,  it  would  nevertheless  be  galvanized 
into  a new  existence — would  come  up  by  a legisla- 
tive resurrection,  and  would  obtain  a vote  of  a ma- 
jority here.  He  had  not  believed  this  then,  but  he 
believed  it  now . Indeed  he  was  prepared  to  see  any 
and  everything  which  the  president  saw  fit  to  re- 
commend obsequiously  carried  by  that  house.  He  ex- 
pected to  see  lea  and  cotlee  taxed — ay,  and  by  the 
vote  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Brinkerhofl)  loo,  notwith- 
standing his  fulminations  against  it  at  the  last  session. 
Nay  he  did  not  despair  of  beholding  even  the  honors- 
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ble  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Wentworth)  follow- 
ing suit,  and  coming  in  with  a most  loyal  vote  for 
that  very  tax. 

In  reply  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Sims,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  was  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
president,  and  the  house  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
but  to  grant  supplies,  he  contended,  that  as  congress 
supplied  the  men  and  gave  them  in  an  organized  form, 
it  bad  a right  to  say  what  shape  this  instrumentality 
for  carrying  on  the  war  should  assume.  Had  they 
no  right  to  say  whether  the  army  should  be  placed 
under  such  an  ofiScer  as  was  now  proposed,  or  should 
be  left  as  it  was.?  He  thought  they  had,  and  he  de- 
sired the  army  to  remain  as  it  was. 

When  the  project  had  first  been  brought  forward 
it  was  objected  to  because  the  officer  was  to  be  taken 
from  civil  life;  and  on  this  ground  his  colleague  now 
admitted  that  he  had  voted  against  it.  But  now  it  was 
presented  in  a yet  more  offensive  sh.ipe.  It  was  now 
proposed  to  elevate  an  i fferior  over  his  superiors  in 
grade.  Else  why  any  bill.?  And,  besides,  the  differ- 
ence as  to  civil  and  military  life  was  a deception. — 
The  officer  was  now  to  be  appointed  from  among  the 
generals  in  the  army.  He  was  then  to  be  taken 
from  military  life.  Yes;  but  could  not  the  presi- 
dent take  a civilian — a senator  it  might  be — and,  first 
making  him  a major  general,  then  elevate  him  above 
all  the  other  generals?  And  was  it  not  mere  mock- 
ery and  hypocrisy  to  talk  about  appointing  nobody 
from  civil  life?  It  might  do  to  catch  gulls;  but  would 
deceive  no  rellecting  man. 

Yet  the  measure  was  destined  to  pass  the  house. 
And  this  fact  proved  that  if  the  president  possessed 
but  half  the  military  skill  at  conducting  a war  that 
he  did  as  a drill  sergeant  in  managing  that  house, 
there  was  no  need  of  appointing  any  other  com- 
mander in  chief.  At  that  business  he  had  proved 
himself  a perfect  martinet.  He  had  found  a way 
to  make  gentlemen  here  face  to  the  right  or  to  the 
left;  nay,  to  face  right  about,  at  his  word  of  com- 
mand. An  intimation  from  the  white  bouse  was 
sufficient. 

The  president  talked  about  “conquering  a peace;’’ 
he  had  conquered  nothing  as  yet,  unless  it  were  the 
independence  of  that  house,  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, the  treasury,  and  the  constitution,  and  he  threat- 
ened, before  long,  to  conquer  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

His  colleague  talked  about  whigs  making  speeches 
to  be  franked  off  in  wagon  loads.  This  reminded 
Mr  S.  of  the  fact  that  (though  he  franked  nospeeches 
of  bis  own)  he  had  once  franked  oH  a large  quantity 
of  the  speeches  of  his  colleague  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas;  but  it  was  rather  an  unfortunate  move; 
for,  before  the  speeches  so  franked  had  time  to  reach 
the  post  offices  in  Ohio,  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
voted  the  other  way.  [Roars  of  laughter.]  The  gen- 
tleman referred  to  his  separation  from  his  party 
friends;  true,  but  the  separation  was  only  during  ihe 
debate:  as  soon  as  it  came  to  voting,  he  was  back 
again  in  the  ranks,  wheeling  and  facing  like  a well 
drilled  soldier. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that  this  amendment  had  been 
introduced  and  urged  purely  for  a party  purpose; 
and  his  colleague  had  frankly  avowed  tue  fact,  and 
justified  it,  (and  he  was  une  of  the  military  commit- 
tee who  proposed  this  amendment).  Though  he  op- 
posed it  before,  and  it  wa-  the  same  measure  still, 
now  he  boldly  went  for  it,  and  that  wilhout-aiy  new 
reason.  The  gentleman  was  in  the  ranks  again. 

Why  were  Scott  and  Taylor  to  be  superseded.? 

What  had  they  done  to  deserve  it?  Would  any  gen- 
tleman state?  He  would  pause  for  a reply. 

Here  Mr.  S.  waited  some  time,  but  no  reply  was 
made. 

But  his  colleague  had  found  out  a sufficient  reason 
— they  were  whigs;  yes,  and  “rivals”  of  Mr.  Polk  as 
candidates  for  the  presidency.  If  they  were  it  was 
not  because  they  had  made  themselves  so,  but  be- 
cause their  merits  bad. 

Mr.  Cocice,  amidst  much  confusion,  adverted  to  the 
statement  of  ftlr.  Brinkerhoff  that  Scott  and  Taylor 
were  “rivals”  of  Mr.  Polk.  This  he  said  was  news 
to  the  whigs,  and  he  believed  would  be  to  the  demo- 
crats; for  Mr  C.  at  least  had  never  heard  before  that 
Mr.  Polk  was  considered  as  “in  the  line  of  safe  pre- 
cedents.” 

Mr.  C.  was  opposed  to  giving  the  president  power 
to  appoint  a lieutenant  general  over  our  army,  be- 
cause he  had  already  made  one  such  appointment 
for  the  army  of  Mexico,  and  it  turned  out  disas- 
trously to  the  successful  termination  of  the  war  and 
the  “conquest  of  a peace.” 

After  touching  on  the  defeat,  by  democratic  votes, 
of  the  increase  of  pay  to  the  volunteers,  he  adverted 
to  the  sudden  and  complete  change  of  opinion  among 
democratic  me  mbers  on  this  question,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding when  the  hour  set  lor  the  termination  ol 
the  debate  expired  and  the  comiiiiltee  proceeded  to 
vote. 


The  question  was  slated  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  on  military  afiairs  on  their  first  amend- 
ment; when — 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  first 
section,  as  follows: 

“Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  any 
member  of  congress  to  be  generalissimo  of  the  army 
of  (he  United  States  who  does  now  or  has  heretofore 
entertained  and  expressed  the  following  opinions — 
‘That  the  incorporation  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio 
del  Norte  into  the  American  Union,  by  virtue  of  a 
treaty  to  Texas,  comprehending,  as  the  said  incorpo- 
ration would  do,  a part  of  the  Mexican  departments 
of  New  Mexico,  Chihuahua,  Coahuila,  and  Tamaii- 
lipas,  would  be  an  act  of  direct  aggression  on  Mexico, 
for  all  the  consequences  of  which  the  United  States 
would  be  responsible;’  and  also  the  following  opinion: 
‘1  consider  the  marching  upon  the  Rio  Grande  as 
as  being  unfortunate,  and  certainly  should  have  ad- 
vised against  it  if  I had  been  consulted;’  and  also  the 
following:  ‘They,  the  president  and  his  secretary  of 
state,  made  the  war  themselves,  and  made  it  uncon- 
siitutionally,  perfidiously,  clandestinely,  and  pirati- 
cally.  The  secret  orders  to  our  army  and  navy  were 
piratical,  for  they  were  without  law,  to  waylay  and 
attack  a friendly  power,  with  whom  we  have  a treaty 
of  amity;  and,  as  a member  of  a court  martial,  I 
would  sentence  to  be  shot  any  ofilcer  of  the  army  or 
navy  who  should  dare  to  attack  Mexican  troops,  or 
ships,  or  cities,  under  that  order.’” 

Mr.  Kaufman  rose  to  a question  -of  order;  and  in- 
quired if  the  proposed  amendment  was  in  order? 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  in  order;  and 
Mr.  Johnson  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  by  striking  out  the  words  “during  the 
continuance  of  the  existing  war  with  Mexico.” 

Mr.  McHenry  rose  to  a question  of  order.  It  was 
not  in  order  to  move  an  amendment  to  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  cAuir  overruled  Mr.  McHenry’s  point  of  order. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Ewing  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  (the  2d  section)  by 
striking  out  the  words  “who  may  be,”  and  inserting 
“who  now  are.” 

Disagreed  to:  Ayes  68,  noes  103. 

Mr.  Jindrew  Johnson  reofferred  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Kaufman  rose.  The  confusion  was  such  that 
the  reporter  was  unable  to  hear  what  he  said. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was 
disagreed  to:  Ayes  31,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Cocke  offerred  the  following  proviso — 
“Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  into  an  approval  of  the  act  of  the  president 
in  permitting  Santa  Anna  to  return  to  Mexico.’’ 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  as  a second  section  to  the  bill,  was 
than  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
to  the  5lh  section  by  striking  out  the  words,  “fill  by 
regular  motion  or,”  so  that  the  officers  would  then 
have  to  be  elected.  Disagreed  to:  Ayes  63  noes  84. 
Mr.  Root  moved  the  following  proviso — 

“Provided,  That  no  person  now  holding  an  office 
in  the  Mexican  army  or  government  shall  be  ap 
pointed  by  the  president,  under  authority  of  this  act, 
to  any  office  in  the  army  of  the  United  Slates.” 

The  chair  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  or.Jer. 

Mr.  Root  appealed,  and  the  chair  was  sustained. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  to  the  5th  section  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
on  military  affairs  was  read,  when — 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  moved  to  add  the  following 
proviso: 

“Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  any  member  of  congress  com- 
mander in  chief. 

Disagreed  to:  Ayes  42,  noes  86. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed 
to. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  to  the  seventh 
section  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  on 
military  afl'airs  having  been  acted  on — 

The  bill  was  then  read  for  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion so  as  to  make  it  read,  “which  officers  shall  be 
selected  from  the  volunteer  corps  now  in  service.” 
Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  John  A Rockwell  moved  the  follow'ing  proviso 
to  the  second  section — 

“Provided,  That  no  person  now  a member  of  either 
house  of  congress  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office 
created  under  this  act.” 

Mr.  G.  fF.  Jones  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  make  it  read:  “That  no  perton  now  a mem- 


ber of  either  house  of  congress  shall  be  compelled  to 
accept  any  office  created  under  this  act.”  Agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  add  as  a new  section  the 
following: 

“Be  It  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  unnecessary  expenses  in  the  military  estab- 
lishment, including  volunteers,  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  be  and  he  ii  hereby  authorized,  in 
case  of  failure  in  filling  the  rank  and  file  of  any' re- 
giment or  regiments,  to  consolidate  such  deficient 
regiment  or  regiments,  and  discharge  all  supernu- 
merary officers:  Provided,  That  officers  so  discharged 
shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the  mileage  already 
authorized  by  law,  three  months’  pay  to  each.” 

I'his  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  a new  section  providing  “That 
II  the  officers  appointed,  and  the  additional  force 
authorized  to  be  raised  under  this  act,  shall  be  dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  the  war  with  Mexico.” 
This  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Brinkerhoff  moved  the  previous  question;  which 

was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered,  viz 

“Wili  the  house  concur  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  their  amendments?” 

The  amendment  reported  as  a second  section  was 
read;  and,  on  the  question  of  concurrence,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Bedin- 
ger,  Benton,  Biga-s,  Jas.  Black,  Jas.  A.  Bltick,  Bow- 
den, Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brinkerhoff,  Brockenbrouali,  Brod- 
head,  William  G.  Brown,  Caihcari,  Reuben  Chapman 
Chase,  Chipman,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Collin,  Cullom,  Cum- 
mins, Cunningham,  Daniel.  Dargan,  De  Mott,  Dobbin, 
Douglass.  Dunlap,  Edsall,  Ellett,  Ellsworth,  Erdman, 
Faran,  Ficklin,  Foster,  Fries,  Garvin,  Goodyear,  Gor- 
don, Grover,  Hamlin,  Harrnanson,  Hastings,  Henly, 
Huge,  Hopkins,  Hougn,  Geo.  S.  Houston,  Hungerford| 
James  B.  Hunt,  Chas.  J.  Ingersoll,  Jenkins,  James  H. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Seaborn 
Jones,  Katifman,  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Lawrence 
Leake,  Leffler,  La  Sere,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Clean,  McCrate,  McDaniel,  Joseph  J.  .McDowell,  Jas. 
McDowell,  McKay,  John  P.  Martin,  Barclay  Martin" 
Morris,  Morse,  Moulton,  Niven,  Norris,  Owen,  Parish’ 
Payne,  Perrill,  Phelps,  Pilsbury,  Ratbbun,  Reid,  Ritter’ 
Roberts,  Russell,  Sawielle,  Sawyer,  Scanitnon,  Alex’. 
D.  Sims,  Leon.  H.  Sims,  Thos  Smith,  Robert  Smith, 
Stanton,  Slat kweatht  r,  Jas.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
w Wentworth,  Wheaton, 
Wick,  Williams,  Wood,  Woodworth  Yost 112. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold. 
Ashmuii,  Barringer,  Bell,  Blanchard,  Milton  Brown 
Buffington,  William  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Caniobell’ 
Carroll,  John  G.  Chapman,  Aug.  A.  Chapman,  Cocke! 
Collamer,  Cottrell,  Cranston,  Crozier,  Darragh  Garret 
Davis,  Delano,  Dtxon,  D ckery,  J.  H Ewing.’Edwin 
H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Graham,'  Grider. 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Hampton,  Harper,  Henry,  Elias  B 
Holiiies,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  J.  W.  Houst.m,  Samuel  D. 
Hubbard  Hudson.  W.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Jos.  R.  Ingersoll, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Thos.  Butler  Kino 
Lewis,  Long,  McGaiighey,  McHenry,  Mcllvaine' 
Marsh,  MiHer,  Moseley.  Newton,  Pollock,  Ramsey’ 
Ripley,  J.  Rockwell,  Jno.  A.  Rockwell,  Root  Runk 
Schenck,  Seaman,  Seddon,  Severance,  Simpson  Tru- 
man Smith,  Albert  Srniih  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens, 
Siewart,  btrohni,  Tlnbodaux,  Thomasson,  Benjamin 
Ihompsjn,  Pibbatts,  'I'oonibs,  Trumbo,  Vance  Vin- 
tom  Winthrop,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  Wright,  Young 

So  the  amendment  wa.s  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in 
on  a separate  vote. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  read  and  con- 
currd  in. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en 
gros.sed;  and  were  engrossed,  and  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed, was  read  a third  time. 

^ The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 

Mr.  Boyd  moved  the  previous  question,  and  under 
Its  operation,  the  bill  was  passed— Yeas  121  nays  75 

Mr.  McGaughey,  as  a question  of  privilege,  from’ 
the  commitlee  on  elections,  to  which  was  referred 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house,  the  subject  of  EJw.’ 
D.  Baker’s  right  to  a seat  as  a representative  from 
congress,  and  also  the 
right  of  1 hos.  W.  Newton  to  a seat  as  a represmta- 
uve  from  the  slate  of  Arkansas,  in  place  of  Archi- 
bald Yell,  made  a report,  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions. 

Therefore  resolved.  That  Edwarb  D.  Baker  has 
not  been  eolitled  to  a seat  as  a meinber  of  the  house 
of  represenlalives  since  the  acceptance  and  exercise 
by  him  o(  the  military  appointment  of  colonel  of  vo- 
lunteers from  the  slate  of  Illinois  in  the  service  of 
the  uiHted  States. 

Resolved  further,  That  Thomas  W.  Newton  is  en- 
titled to  a seal  as  a member  of  this  house  from  the 
slate  ol  Arkansas. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


From  odr  armt.— The  schr.  Harmonious,  Walker 
brings  Brazos,  dates  to  New  Orleans  to  the  18th  of 
Feb.,  and  the  steamer  Cora.,  to  the  19lh. 

General  Scott  sailed  on  the  13lh;  General  Worth 
was  still  diligently  occupied  whenever  weather  per- 
mitted, in  shipping  and  forwarding  troops,  munitions, 
and  supplies  towards  Lobos.  The  prevalence  of 
JVori/im  had  retarded  operation.  Fora  number  of 
days  it  w as  impossible  for  the  transports  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  shore.  , 

A different  account  states,  that  General  Scott  was 
still  at  Brazos  on  the  17th,  employed  in  forwarding 
the  embarkation  for  Lobos,  and  he  sailed  on  the  18th. 

The  American  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz 

at  our  last  dates,  numbered  about  7000. 

The  transport  ship  American  650  tons  which  left 
New  York,  on  the  17th  of  January,  loaded  partly 
with  surf  boats,  reached  Brazos,  on  the  6th  of  Feb. 
About  30  transport  vessels  were  lying  off  Brazos 
bar  on  the  17ih,  and  as  many  more  within  the  bar, 
loading  and  embarking  troops  with  all  activity. 

The  captured  Americans — Minon’s  own  report 
of  the  exploit,  sets  down  the  number  of  Americans 
taken  at  82,  besides  one  Mexican,  Galeano,  used  as 
spy  and  guide  by  the  American  detachment,  and 
who,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrance  of  Major 
Gaines,  was  immediately  put  to  the  sword. 

Another  list  of  the  captured,  includes  the  names  of 
Captain  Albert  Pike,  of  the  Arkansas,  and  Capt. 
William  Heady,  of  Kentucky.  The  latter,  with  se- 
venteen men  was  taken  two  days  after  the  capture  of 
Maior  Borland’s  party,  by  a party  of  Rancheroes.— 
The  parlies  captured  consist  of  fitty  Arkansas  troops, 
and  two  parlies  of  Kentuckians,  one  of  twenty  five, 
the  other  of  eighteen.  Their  camp  was  surrounded 
at  night,  after  a march  of  forty  miles.  Report  says, 
that  Cassius  M.  Clay,  wished  to  break  the  ranks,  but 
the  olliers  refused  to  join  him.  The  Mexicans  num- 
bered from  1500  to  2000,  according  to  the  same  ac- 
counts- Others  say  not  over  500.  Dan  Henrie, 
well  known  as  a Mier  prisoner,  and  who  acted  as 
interpreter  to  the  Arkansas  troops,  having  hau  some 
experience  of  a Mexican  prison,  concluded  it  about 
safe  to  Iry  the  virtue  of  Major  Gaines’  horse  dashing 
past  the  Mexican  guard,  escaped  their  fire,  and— 
was  off  to  parts  unknown.  . 

The  rest  of  the  prisoners  arrived  at  San  Luis  on 
the  26lh— and  were  received  with  every  demonstra- 
tion of  Mexican  triumph. 


treaty,  nothing  which  may  not  be  heroic  and  proud. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

Headquarters,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Jan.  27,  1347. 

Some  believe  that  Santa  Anna  has  issued  this  as  a 
feint,  and  that  his  real  object  is  to  move  to  the  de- 
fence of  Vera  Cruz.  Others  think  his  design  is  on 
the  dictatorship  and  settle  affairs  at  the  city  of 
Mexico. 

It  is  certain  however,  that  on  the  27th  Jan’y,  there 
marched  out  of  San  Luis  towards  Fanqiie  de  la  Va- 
ca,  (the  place  where  the  Minon  captured  the  Ameri- 
can detachment,)  three  bodies  of  infantry,  a brigade 
of  cavalry,  and  anolherof  artillery,  having  with  them 
three  24  pounders,  three  18  pounders,  four  16  pound’s, 
and  four  lighter  pieces,  and  that  two  day  s after  an- 
other division  would  march  in  the  same  direct— 
tion. 

These  movements  are  corroborated  by  a letter  fro.m 
Tampico,  dated  the  9lh  February,  published  in  the 
La  Palria,  Spanish  paper  at  New  Orleans,  which 
on  authority  of  a letter  from  San  Luis,  says,  •‘16,000 
of  the  most  brilliant  troops  are  marching  for  the 
road  between  Saltillo  and  Monterey.” 

A letter  from  Tula,  Feb.  3,  says  “On  the  1st  Feb. 
General  Parodi,  with  the  12lh  regiment  of  the  line, 
styled  “the  faithful  soldiers  of  San  Luis”  1,500 
strung,  and  the  battalion  ol  ‘Hhe  national  guards  ol 
Jalisco”  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  were  march- 
ing in  the  direction  ol  Monterey  by  the  road  ol  Ma- 
cherala.  The  sierra  is  lorlified  at  every  point  by  the 
battalions  of  Pueuia,  Guarda  Costa  de  rampico,  the 
company  of  veterans,  and  three  companies  ol  cavalry. 
In  the  village.  Col.  Jose  Antonio  del  Castillo  is  sta- 
tioned with  a respebtable  lorce  to  defend  that  point. 
Gen.  Urrea,  wilh  1.500  men  of  the  first  regiment  ol 
cavalry,  ‘■Piimero  Republicaiio,”  must  have  already 
arrived  at  Victoria  de  l amaulipas. 

The  foregoing  renders  it  highly  probable  that  Gen. 
Tay  lor  will  once  more  be  in  the  hottest  of  the  fray, 
and  have  the  war  to  manage.  The  last  accounts 
staled  that  he  was  gelling  “ready”  and  Santa  Anna 
will  find  him  to  be  a "rough”  customer. 

Gen.  Wool  apprized  General  Taylor,  towards  the 
end  of  January,  that  he  anticipated  an  attack  at 
Saltillo.  In  consequence,  Gen.  I’aylor  left  .Monle- 
rey  on  the  1st  oi  Feuruary  with  his  staff' for  Saltillo. 
He  look  wilh  him  Bragg’s  battery  and  Thomas’s 


A demonstration  bt  Santa  Anna. — The  Mexi 
can  army  is  in  motion,  and  from  San  Luis  Potosi.-— 
Our  officers  are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  their  real 
destination. 

Santa  Anna’s  address  to  his  “companions  in  arms 
daled  San  Luis  Potosi,  January  27,  says:  “The  oper- 
ations  of  the  enemy  demand  that  we  should  move 
precipitately  upon  his  principal  line,  and  we  go  to 
ixecute  it.  The  independence,  the  honor,  and  desti- 
nv  of  the  nation  depend  at  this  moment  on  your  de- 
cision. Soldiers!  Ttie  entire  world  observes  us,  and 
will  expect  our  acts  lobe  as  heroic  as  they  are  ne- 
cessary. Privations  of  all  kinds  surround  us  in  con- 
sequence of  the  neglect  shown  towards  us,  for  more 
than  a mohlh,  by  those  who  should  provide  your  pav 
and  provisions.  But  when  has  misery  debilil^ed 
vour  spirits  or  weakened  your  enthusiasm!  The 
Mexican  soldier  IS  well  known  for  his  frugality  and 
patiei.ee  under  suflf-iing — never  wanting  magazines 
in  marches  across  deserts,  and  always  counting  upon 
the  resources  of  the  enemy  to  provide  foi  his  wants. 
To-day  we  shall  undertake  to  march  over  a desert 
coun  ry  without  succor  or  provisions.  But  he  assur 
red  that  we  shall  immediately  provided  from  those  ol 
the  enemy,  and  with  them  you  will  be  sufficiently 
reimbursed.  My  friends  we  go  to  open  the  campaign. 
What  days  of  glory  await  usl  What  flattering  lu- 
ture  for  our  cou  dry!  How  satisfactory  when  we 
contemplate  tlmt  we  have  saved  its  independence!— 
How  the  world  would  admire  us!  How  the  nation 
will  bless  us!  And  when  in  tbe  bosoms  of  our  fami- 
lies we  shall  relate  the  risks  and  fatigues  which  we 
have  endured,  the  corahats  with  and  liiumphs  over 
a daring  and  presu  npluous  enemy,  and  herealter, 
when  telling  our  children  that  we  have  saved  our 
country  a second  time,  llie  jubilee  will  be  complele, 
and  the  sacrifices  will  then  appear  to  us  asnolfiing. 
Soldiers!  Huiry  forth  in  ihedeience  of  your  country. 
The  cause  we  sustain  is  a holy  one;  never  have  we 
Stru'gled  wilh  more  justice,  because  we  fight  for 
the  honor  and  religion  of  our  wives  and  children! — 
What  sacrifice,  ihen,  can  be  loo  great  for  objects  so 
deal?  Let  our  motto  be,*  CONQUER  or  die!”  Let  us 
gwear  before  the  great  Eiernai  that  we  will  not 
wail  an  instant  in  purging  our  soil  of  the  stranger 
who  has  dared  to  profane  it  wilh  his  presence.  No 


battery,  the  1st  Mississippi  nUes,  and  May’s  squadn 
ol  dragoons.  Capt.  Tiios.  F.  Marstiall  was  to  lea 


ron 

^ , leave 

Moiileirey  on  Ihe  Srd  iiislaiil  vvilh  his  company  ol 
mounted  men  for  fciallillo.  Captain  Gordon,  with  a 
detachment  ol  15U  recruits  fur  the  different  regiments, 
also  lelt  Monterey  lor  Saltillo  with  Gen.  Taylor. — 
The  American  lorces  at  Saltillo  would  be  between 
5,000  and  6,000  men.  In  addition  to  the  two  batte- 
ries named  above,  the  batteries  of  Capt.  Washington 
and  Captain  Webster  were  at  Sallillo,  and  at  last 
accounts  the  troops  were  Ibrowing  up  formidable 
fortifications. 

Tbe  number  of  troops  left  at  Monterey  does  not 
exceed  500  men,  but  the  citadel  or  “Black  Fort”  is 
held  by  ttiein,  and  there  is  no  route  by  which  the 
MB.-ucans  can  approach  the  city  with  anillery,  save 
by  Saltillo.  Wuhoul  artillery  any  attempt  upon 
iVlonlerey  would  be  futile.  I'he  troops  at  Monterey 
consist  principally  ol  Olilo  and  Indiana  voluiiteers, 
all  uauer  the  command  ol  Col.  Rogers.  Captain 
Arnold,  of  Uie  2d  dragoons,  has  also  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Monterey  Irom  tbe  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Our  own  notion  is,  that  Santa  Anna  knows  better 
than  to  attack  our  army  in  post.  Our  line  ol  oppe 
ration  is  so  widely  dispersed  that  he  can  annoy  them 
exceedingly  by  inlercepliiig  cominuiucations  and 
supplies,  and  cutting  oil  detachmeiils.  Tne  approacn 
ul  Urrea  towards  Malamoras  is  ra.her  stai  tlmg. 


TheBattce  at  El  Paso.  The  N.  O.  Picayune  of 
the  25th  ult.  says;  “We  have  conversed  with  an  in- 
telligent Spanish  gentleman  who  left  Durango  on  the 
15th  January— Senor  Benito  Velez,  a nephew,  we 
learn,  of  Peter  Harmony,  of  New  York.  Senor  Ve- 
lez confirms  all  that  we  have  said  of  the  action  near 
El  Paso  on  the  25th  of  December.  The  loss  of  the 
Mexicans  in  that  aff'air  was  about  180  men.  No 
news  had  reached  Durango  of  the  fall  of  Chihuahua 
when  our  informant  left  there.  On  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary General  Heredia  left  Durango  for  Chihuahua 
at  the  head  of  700  men,  of  whom  160  were  cavalry. 
He  took  with  him  1,500  muskets  and  two  pieces  ol 
artillery.  When  he  reached  Cuencame,  in  the  north 
part  of  the  state  of  Durango,  he  heard  the  news  of 
the  action  near  El  Paso;  and,  leaving  there  his  in- 
fantry, he  pushed  on  to  Chihuahua  with  his  cavalry, 
with  the  view  to  assume  the  command  of  the  pvern- 
ment  forces  there.  The  cavalry  ofCuiltz,  which  was 
in  the  action  of  the  25.h  of  December,  and  which  pro 


down  to  a handful  by  desertions  which  took  place  ^ 
the  different  ranchos  on  the  route. 

The  Mexican  papers  contain  violent  denunciations 
of  their  countrymen  for  permitting  a handful  of  Mis- 
sourians to  capture  El  Paso,  the  key  to  Chihuahua. — 
One  paper  speaking  of  the  Mexicans,  says — “they  ran 
like  the  devil, “ and  of  the  principal  commander — “lu 
ran  forty  leagues  before  he  stopped.'^ 

Col.  De  Russt  and  the  Louisana  Regiment. — 
Our  last  left  this  gallant  officer  and  his  command, 
wrecked  upon  the  Mexican  coast,  in  the  transport  ship 
Ondiake,  in  eminent  peril.  We  rejoice  to  announce 
his  arrival  at  Tampico,  on  the  4th  Feb:,  with  the 
whole  corpse  except  seven  men,  who,  unable  to  make 
the  forced  march  which  was  necessary,  had  to  be  left, 
as  they  could  be  carried  no  further  on  litters.  One 
of  the  seven  overtook  the  detachment  before  they 
reached  Tampico. 

Col.  de  Russy,  the  morning  he  landed  from  the 
wreck,  was  visited  by  Mexicans  who  preferred  assis- 
tance. In  the  aftemnoon  a flag  from  Gen.  Cos  sum- 
moned to  an  immediate  surrender  to  the  1,800  Mexi- 
cans he  pretend  to  have  under  him.  He  had  but  980 
men.  Col.  de  R.  obtained  until  9 o’clock  next  morn- 
ing to  deliberate.  At  night  fall  fires  were  lighted, 
everything  that  would  encumber  was  left,  the  detach- 
ment started  for  Tampico,  and  made  35  miles  the 
first  24  hours,  without  meeting  vvith  an  armed  Mexi- 
can. The  whole  of  them  were  exceedingly  exhaust- 
ed when  they  reached  Tampico. 

THREE  MILLION  BILL. 

An  Act  appropriating  three  millions  of  dollars,  to 
enable  the  president  to  conclude  a treaty  of  peace 
and  limits  wilh  Mexico. 

Be  it  enaeled  by  Ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  Ike  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  whereas  a stale  of  war  now  exists  between 
the  United  Stales  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  which 
It  is  desirable  should  be  speedily  terminated  upon 
terms  just  and  hoDorable  to  both  nations;  and  where- 
as assurances  have  heretofore  been  given  to  the  gov- 
err.inenl  of  Mexico  that  it  was  the  desire  of  tbe  pre- 
sident to  settle  all  questions  between  the  two  coun- 
tries on  the  most  liberal  and  satisfactory  terms, 
according  to  the  rights  of  each  and  the  mutual  inter- 
ests and  security  olTbe  two  countries;  and  ivheteas 
the  President  may  be  able  to  conclude  a treaty  of 
peace  wilh  the  republic  of  Mexico  prior  to  the  next 
session  of  congress,  if  means  lor  that  object  are  at 
his  disposal;  and  whereas,  in  the  adjustment  of  so 
many  complicated  questions  as  now  exist  between 
the  two  countries,  it  may  possibly  happen  that  an 
expenditure  ol  money  will  be  called  lor  by  the  stipu- 
lations of  any  treaty  which  may  be  entered  into; 
therefore  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat- 
ed, to  enable  the  presuient  to  conclude  a treaty  of 
peace,  limits,  and  boundaries  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  to  be  used  him  m tlie  event  that  baid 
liealy,  when  signed  by  the  authorized  agents  of 
the  two  governmenls^i  a^id  dul^r  ralmed.  by  Mexico^ 
shall  c all  lor  the  expenditure  ol  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  full  and  accurate  accounts  lor  which 
expenditure  shall  be  by  him  Iraiismilled  to  congress 

•'"•"'’•'’“’“‘"““jokNW.  DAVIS, 

Sneaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

GEORGE  M.  DAELAS, 

Vice  Presuient  of  the  United  Slates  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  March  3,  1847.  ^ 


DIPLOMATIC  journal. 

Foreign  ministers.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference 

I, 0  executive  appointments — that  Richard  Rush,  for- 
merly minister  to  the  court  of  St.  James,  has  been 
appointed  and  confirmed  as  minister  to  the  coimt  of 
France.  The  president  previously  nominated  Charles 

J.  Ingersoll,  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Fhiladelphia,  to  the  station,  but  the  nomination 
being  pi’omply  rejected  by  the  senate, — Mr.  Rush  was 
then  nominated. 

David  Tod  Esq.  of  Ohio,  appointed  to  succeed 
Henry  A.  'Wise  at  the  court  of  Brazil,  who  r«- 
turns,  it  is  stated  at  his  own  request.  Mr.  Tod  it 
will  be  recollected,  was  the  late  administration  can- 
didate  for  governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Cotton  had  been  up  and  down,  in  the  mean  time. 
After  the  S.  Sands  lelt,  prices  declined  4d.  In  a few 


in  the  action  ol  tne  Ol  Licccmuui,  aiiu  Auer  me  id.  a 

tected  as  far  as  possible,  the  retreat  of  the  Mexicans  day*  it  rallied  to  previous  price^bui  vra*  agam 
upon  El  Paso,  and  afterwards  Carizal,  had  cwindled  I heavy  and  looking  down  when  the  Cambria  left. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL. 

APPOINTMENTS  BT  THE  PRESIDENT. 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  eensenl  of  the  senate. 

Commander  Chas.  Ganntt,  to  be  a captain  in  the 
navy,  vice  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  deceased. 

Commander  Wm.  Ramsay,  to  be  a captain  in  the 
navy,  vice  Wm.  M.  Crane,  deceased. 

Commander  Henry  Henry,  to  be  a captain  in  the 
navy,  vice  James  Renshaw,  deceased. 

Commander  Samuel.  W.  Downing,  to  be  a captain 
in  the  navy,  vice  John  B.  Nicolson,  deceased. 

Lieut.  Henry  Pinkney,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  vice  Wm.  C.  Wetmore,  deceased. 

Lieut.  Wm.  M.  Glendy,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  vice  Chas.  Ganntt,  promoted. 

Lieut.  Geo.  P.  Upshur,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  vice  Wm.  Ramsay,  promoted. 

Lieut.  Geo.  S.  Blake,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  vice  Henry  Henry,  promoted. 

Lieut.  Zachariah  F.  Johnston,  to  be  a commander 
in  the  navy,  vice  Samuel  W.  Downing,  promoted. 

Master  Wm.  L.  Blanton,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  vice  Henry  Pinkney,  promoted. 

Master  Benjamin  S.  Ganntt,  to  be  a lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  vice  John  Graham,  deceased. 

Master  Henry  A.  Wise,  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  vice  Wm.  M.  Glendy,  promoted. 

Master  Callender  St.  George  Noland,  to  be  a lieut- 
enant in  the  navy,  vice  Richard  C.  Cogdell,  resigned. 

Master  Edward  C.  Anderson,  to  be  a lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  vice  Geo.  P.  Upshur,  promoted. 

Passed  Midshipman  Reed  Werden,  to  be  a lieuten- 
ant in  the  navy,  vice  Geo.  S.  Blake,  promoted. 

Passed  Midshipman  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  to  be  a lieu- 
tenant in  the  navy,  vice  Zachariah  F.  Johnston,  pro- 
moted. 

Passed  Midshipman  Stephen  D.  Trenchard,  to  be  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  vice  Richard  S.  Trapier,  re- 
signed. 

Passed  Midshipman  Wilson  R.  McKinney,  to  be  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  vice  Wm.  A.  Wurts,  deceas- 
ed. 

Thos.  C.  Stanley,  of  Alabama,  to  be  a chaplain  in 
the  navy,  viceWm.  Ryland,  deceased. 

Edwin  Eaton,  of  Ohio,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  na- 
vy, vice  Geo.  W.  Lathom,  deceased. 

John  L.  Lenhart,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a chaplain 
in  the  navy,  vice  Chas.  H.  Alden,  deceased. 

John  Blake,  of  Maine,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  na- 
vy, vice  Nathan  C.  Fletcher,  resigned. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  Alexander  Birbeck,  Jr.,  to 
be  a chief  engineer  in  the  navy. 

John  M.  Bell,  to  be  a navy  agent  for  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Thos.  O.  Larkin,  to  be  temporary  navy  agent  for 
the  northwest  coast  of  North  America. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  Geo.  F.  Lindsay,  Landon  N. 
Carter,  and  John  G.  Reynolds,  now  first  lieutenants 
to  be  captains  in  the  marine  corps. 

Josiah  Watson,  Henry  B.  Watson,  Thomas  A.  Bra- 
dy, Isaac  T.  Doughty,  Wm.  A.  T.  Maddox,  Wm.  B. 
Slack,  John  S.  Devlin,  and  Algernon  S.  Taylor,  now 
second  lieutenants,  to  be  first  lieutenants  in  the  ma- 
rine corps. 

James  H.  Jones,  of  Delaware;  Ed.  McD.  Reynolds, 
of  New  York;  Wm.  Butterfield,  of  Illinois;  Henry 
Welch,  of  Pennsylvania;  Wm.  F.  Perry,  of  N York; 
Joseph  K.  McRae,  of  Indiana;  Thos.  Y.  Field,  of  Pa.; 
Chas.  G.  McCauley,  of  Louisiana;  James  A.  Buchan- 
an, of  Tennessee;  Israel  Green,  of  Wisconsin;  Fre- 
man  Norvell,  of  Michigan;  and  Jacob  Read,  of  Geor- 
gia, to  be  second  lieutenants  in  the  marine  corps. 

LAND  OrriCERI. 

Reuben  H.  Boone,  register,  Grenada,  Mississippi, 
vice  Thos.  B.  Ives,  resigned. 

John  Bartow,  re-appointed  register,  Genesee,  Mi- 
chigan. 

Isaac  D.  G.  Nelson,  re-appointed  receiver.  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

Yol.  XXII.  Sie  3. 


Robert  Benguerel  re-appointed  receiver,  Opelousas 
Louisiana. 

Edward  B.  Randolph,  re-appointed  receiver,  Col- 
lumbus,  Mississippi. 

Wm.  H.  Simmons,  re-appointed  register,  St.  Au- 
gustine, Florida. 

John  F.  Meade,  register.  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin, 
vice  John  S.  Horner,  removed. 

CUSTOM  HOUSE  OFFICERS. 

Benjamin  Wormstead,  re-appointed  surveyor,  Mar- 
blehead. Massachusetts. 

Daniel  Foster,  re-appointed  surveyor,  Beverly,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Elisha  Atkins,  surveyor,  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
vice  Wm.  G.  Hammond,  whose  commission  expired. 

Benjamin  Pomeroy,  collector,  Stonington,  Connec- 
ticut, vice  Ezra  Chesebro,  removed. 

Samuel  Harris,  surveyor,  Velasco,  Texas,  vice 
Robert  S.  Herndon,  deceased. 

Peleg  B.  Phelps,  surveyor,  city  of  La  Fayette,  Lou- 
isiana, vice  Daniel  Clarke,  jr.,  resigned. 

Thomas  W.  Kellum,  surveyor,  Madisonville,  Lou- 
isiana, vice  Thos.  Addison,  who  did  not  qualify. 

SURVETORS  OP  THE  CUSTOMS.  ' 

Joseph  S.  Murphy,  re-appointed  surveyor  of  tlie 
customs  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

Dennis  Dawley,  re-appointed  surveyor  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

NEW  REGIMENTS. 

To  be  captains  of  dragoons — John  S.  Sitgreaves, 
S.  Carolina;  Wm.  H.  Duff,  New  York;  Lemuel  Ford, 
Lidiana. 

First  Lieuts.  Dragoons — Daniel  Pettigrue,  S.  Car- 
olina; Joseph  A.  Diover,  New  Yora:. 

Second  Lieuts.  Dragoons — Wm.  J.  Magill,  South 
Carolina;  Herman  Thorn,  N.  Y. 

To  be  captains  of  infantry — Geo.  W.  Smith,  New 
York;  Mathew  S.  Pitcher,  N.  Y.;  Pemberton  Wad- 
dell, Pa.;  Jas.  Eagan,  Missouri;  Folliot  T.  Lally,  Me.: 
John  D.  Woods,  111.;  Jos.  P.  Smith,  In.;  Trazey  M 
Winans,  Mioh.;  Isaac  D.  Toll,  do.;  Eugene  Van  Dev 
enter,  do  ; Geo.  H.  Talcott,  of  the  ordnance  depart 
meiit,  U.  S.  Army;  Allen  G.  Johnston,  Florida;  Jas. 
H.  Brannon,  Ky.;  Wm.  L.  Walrad,  N.  Y.;  John  B. 
Campbell,  Ga.;  Jas.  M.  Talbot,  In. 

First  Lieuts.  Infantry — Sam.  Lea,  N.  Y.;  Franklin 
Mehaffery,  Pa.;  A.  G.  Eastman.  Mich.;  Thos.  H. 
Freelow,  jr.  do.;  Thornton  F.  Broadhead,  do.;  Geo. 
W.  Singgleton,  Ky.;  Squire  Moon,  N.  Y.;  Nelson 
McClanahan,  Tenn.;  James  M.  Dye,  Georgia. 

Second  Lieuts.  Infantry — Thos.  S.  Griffin,  N.  Y. 

NEW  REGIMENTS  OF  INPANTRT. 

To  BE  Captains,  James  J.  Archer,  John  E.  How- 
ard, and  Odin  Bowie,  of  Maryland.  John  A.  Hen- 
dricks, of  Indiana.  James  H.  Calwell,  Elisha  W. 
MeComas,  O.  E.  Edwards,  A.  C.  Cummings,  W.  B. 
Taliaferro,  of  Virginia.  James  D.  Blair,  of  Missis- 
sippi. Edmund  B.  Bill,  Leslie  H.  McKenney,  and 
E.  Bogardus,  of  Illinois.  Thomas.  F.  Bethell,  of  In- 
diana. J.  W.  Thompson,  Andrew  T.  Palmer,  C.  N. 
Bodfish.  and  Stephen  Woodman,  of  Maine.  Alexan- 
der Wiikin,  and  W.  W.  Tompkins,  of  New  York 

Colin  McDonald,  of  Ohio.  T.  F.  Rowe,  and  Daniel 
Bachelder,  of  New  Hampshire,  Lorenzo  Johnson, 
of  Connecticut.  J.  W.  Perkins,  of  Tennessee.  H. 
Smith,  of  Michigan.  John  Jones,  of  Georgia.  J.  A. 
Yard,  of  New  Jersey. 

To  BE  First  Lieutenants A.  H.  Cross,  J.  C. 

Marriott,  and  J.  A.  Woolford,  of  Maryland.  B.  D. 
Fry,  D.  S.  Lee,  J.  E.  Hamlett,  J,  M.  Blakely,  and  J. 
W.  Leigh,  of  Virginia.  Joseph  Heslep,  Joseph  Kel- 
logg, and  Thomas  Smith,  of  Illinois.  John  T.  Hugh- 
es, and  James  Hughes,  of  Indiana.  Alexander  Mor- 
row, Albert  Tracy,  Hiram  Chapman,  and  J.  M.  Carl- 
ton, of  Maine.  F.  M.  Cummins,  and  R.  A.  Bonton, 
of  New  York.  J.  B.  Miller,  of  Ohio  Lyman  Bissil 
of  Connecticut.  Allen  Wells,  of  New  Jersey.  Leon 
Idas  McIntosh, of  Georgia. 

To  BE  Second  Lieutenants — Geo.  W.  Carr,  Jos. 
Samuels,  G.  W.  Clutter,  Thomas  J.  Peyton,  Van  Ren 
saleer  Otey,  of  Virginia.  J.  A.  Frost,  J.  M.  Winder, 
and  R.  Swan,  of  Maryland.  Oliver  Diffendorf,  W 
H.  Slade,  and  L.  H,  Martin,  of  Illinois. 


ton,  and  Wm.  W.  Carr,  of  Indiana.  Alpheus  T.  Pal 
mer,  N.  F.  Sweet,  T.  H.  Crosby,  and  J.  P.  Chad- 

burne,  of  Maine.  .Tohn  Glackin,  of  Rhode  Island 

P.  H.  Buryere,  and  Lorimer  Graham,  of  New  York. 
W.  R.  Stafford,  of  Ohio.  A.  A.  Stoddard,  of  Con- 
necticut. A.  G.  Moon,  of  Tennessee. 

“Amongst  the  business  transacted  in  executive  sei- 
sion  of  the  senate  yesterday  was  the  rejection  of  the 
nomination  of  Andrew  Beaumont  as  commissioner 
of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  subsequent  nomination 
and  confirmation  of  Charles  Douglass,  of  Connecticut, 
or  the  same  office.  JV'at.  Intelligencer. 

INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

Death  of  Whirling-Thunder.  This  celebrated 
Winnebago  chief  recently  died,  at  an  advanced  age, 
among  his  people.  He  was  the  oldest  chief  in  the 
nation.  In  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  held 
a maj.  general’s  commission  in  the  British  service,  the 
fragments  of  which  he  preserved  with  great  care  till 
the  day  of  his  death.  His  Indian  name  was  Waw-con- 
cko-ca-iirinf-caw . 

united  states  finances. 

Revenue. — In  reply  to  a call  for  information,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion of  congress,  furnished  the  following: 

Treasury  department,  March  3,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  In  coiiipliaoce  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I send 
you  a statement  of  the  gross  receipts  at  the  six  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  United  Stales,  from  the  1st  De- 
cember, 1846,  up  to  the  latest  period  to  which  re- 
turns hare  been  received,  and  a similar  statement 
for  the  eorresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  I 
remain,  very  respectfully,  R.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hons.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Linn  Boyd,  and  Wm. 

M.  Tredway,  house  of  representalires. 

Gross  receipts. 

At  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  Boston,  Charleston,  New 

Orleans,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia: 


December 

January 

February 


1845. 
$1,996,860  92 

1846. 

$2,082,276  20 
1,954,681  86 


1846. 
$2,250,911  16 

1847. 

$.2,433,436  63 
2,213,362  38 


$6,033,818  93  $6,897,710  14 

6,033,818  98 


Increase  $863,891  16 

The  above  statement  is  nvade  out  from  the  returns, 
as  far  as  received.  The  returns  from  New  Orlaani 
for  two  weeks  in  January,  1846,  are  missing.  The 
receipts  for  the  corresponding  two  weeks  in  Janua- 
ry, 1847,  have,  of  course,  been  omitted.” 

Considering  the  amount  of  goods  retained  undar 
the  protective  tariff  in  order  to  avail  of  the  reduced 
duties  under  the  new  tariff,  the  increase  in  this  first 
quarter’s  receipts  certainly  falls  short  of  what  WM 
generally  anticipated. 

treasury  notes. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  March  1,  1845. 
Amount  of  the  several  issues  outstanding  prior  t« 
the  act  of  22d  July,  1846,  as  per  records  of  this 
office  $361,180  97 

Amount  outstanding  of  the  issue  un- 
der the  act  of  22U  July,  1846,  5,796,600  00 

Amount  outstanding  of  the  issue  un- 
der the  act  of  28lh  January,  1847,  2,518,050  00 


Deduct  cancelled  notes  in  the  hands 
of  the  accounting  officers,  of  which 
$926,850  is  under  act  22d  July, 
1846,  and  $15,200  under  prior  act 


8,675,830  97 


942,050  00 


$7,733,780  97 

R.  H.  GILLETT,  Register  of  Treasury. 
From  the  above  it  appears  that  of  the  authority 
to  raise  twenty-eight  millions  by  loan  and  traasury 
notes,  the  secretary  hat  already  availed  of  nearly 
eight  millions. 

This  leaves  the  government  about  twenty  millioM 
of  loans  and  treasury  notes  in  addition  to  what  reva- 
James  Ti’.- ! nut  will  accrue,  to  carry  on  the  gorarnment  and  Iti* 
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war  with  Mexico  until  the  next  meeting  of  con- 
gress. 

Out  of  the  foregoing  amount  is  to  be  defrayed  so 
much  at  least  as  the  government  may  find  necessary 
to  incur,  of  the  vast  appropriations  made  during  the 
late  session  of  coneress.  The  total  amount  we  find 
some  of  the  journals  slate,  will  be  over  a hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  This  we  cannot  credit.  It  is 
probably  something  over  what  we  stated  a week 
ago — say  sixty  five  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars. — 
The  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills  will  make  a 
rapid  innovation  into  the  means  of  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  current  quarter. 

It  is  exceedingly  fortunate  for  the  country  that  the 
rate  bf  foreign  exchange,  now  down  to  105|,con 
tinues  so  much  in  our  favor.  It  has  been  ascertain- 
ed that  about  sewn  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  have 
been  shipped  and  are  now  on  their  way  to  this  conn 
try  from  Europe  partly  to  buy  or  pay  for  our  pro- 
duce, &c.,  and  partly  to  avail  of  the  very  handsome 
profit  that  is  realized  by  the  transier  from  thence  at 
the  pre-ent  rates  of  exchange.  No  kind  of  goods 
will  pay  anything  like  an  equal  profit.  • 


Imports  of  Iron,  Coal,  &c. — The  /mpor/s  of  iron, 
coal,  &c.  from  foreign  countries,  into  the  city  of 
New  York,  during  the  month  of  February,  were  as 
follows; 

Coal  2,057  tons. 

Iron,  bar  799  tons. 

Do.  pig  2,725  Ions. 

Do.  sheet,  &c.  5,615  tons. 

Lead  6,524  pigs. 

Salt  82,784  bushels. 

Wool  425  bales. 

[Springfield  and  Commercial  List. 


CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  COL 
BENTON. 

The  Washington  letter  writers  have  kept  the  daily 
papers  furnished  with  all  kinds  of  rumors  as  to  what 
was  transpiring  in  the  cabinet  during  the  considera- 
tion of  Col.  Benton’s  ofl’er  to  the  president  to  ac- 
cept the  command  in  chief  of  the  army,  and  under- 
take the  direction  of  the  war  and  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace,  on  w hich  terms  alone  he  would  consent  to 
accept  the  appointment  to  the  major  general’s  office. 
The  alternative  certainly  occasioned  much  difficulty 
in  the  cabinet,  and  some  unpleasant  feeling,  but  of 
the  true  state  of  the  case,  we  are  not  sufficiently  in- 
formed to  make  a statement. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Benton  to  the  President. 

Washington,  March,  6, 1847. 

Sir:  Without  waiting  for  the  formality  of  being 
presented  with  the  commission  of  major  general  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  I think  it  right  to  in- 
form you  at  once  that  my  acceptance  or  refusal  of 
that  high  appointment  will  depend  entirely  upon  pub- 
lic and  national  considerations,  of  which  you,  your- 
self, will  be  the  judge.  Personally  I can  have  no 
wish  for  this  office;  but  if  you  believe  that  I can  be 
of  service  to  the  country,  I am  willing  to  forego  all 
private  considerations — separate  myself  frem  my 
family,  under  painful  circumstances;  resign  my 
place  in  the  senate,  which  is  so  dear  to  me — and 
proceed  immediately  to  the  theatre  of  war.  My  only 
stipulation  would  be  for  the  powers  which  I deem 
necessary  to  success;  and  these  would  be  both  milita 
ry  and  diplomatic — the  command  of  the  army  and 
authority  to  sign  preliminaries  of  peace,  based  upon 
terms  previously  approved  by  you. 

1 beg  you  to  believe,  sir,  that  nothing  selfish  or 
personal  dictates  this  proposed  stipulation.  There 
is  DO  such  thing  in  it.  It  proceeds  from  a thorough 
conviction  that,  with  a subordinate  command,  1 could 
do  no  good  in  the  army;  on  the  contrary,  that  my 
presence  there  would  be  improper  and  mischievous; 
for  1 am  known,  from  my  public  speeches,  to  dis- 
approve of  the  plans,  both  ol  the  late  and  of  the 
present  commander — the  defensive  policy  of  one  and 
the  San  Juan  of  Ulua  attack  of  the  other;  and  this 
being  known  my  presence  would  operate  as  an  im- 
plied censure  on  the  two  generals,  and  might  make 
me,  in  spile  of  myself,  the  nuclens  of  discontent  and 
insubordination.  The  command  of  the  army,  there- 
fore, is  the  only  military  position  which  1 could  bold 
in  it. 

Authority  to  conclude  a peace,  or  at  least  to  sign 
the  preliminaries  of  peace,  I deem  highly  essential 
to  success,  as  it  would  enable  the  commander-in- 
chief to  take  instant  advantage  of  all  passing  events, 
military  or  political,  to  close  the  war. 

Furnished  with  these  powers,  I am  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifices,  and  to  incur  the  responsibilities  of 
this  high  command:  but  I leave  it  to  you,  sir,  for 
your  free  and  final  decision;  considering  it  as  a na- 
tional question,  end  a new  one,  on  which  there  is 
no  commitment.  On  either  side,  in  anything  that  has 
.passed. 
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liciled  nomination  of  n p to  this  high  appoii'in.pni, 
nor  to  the  senate  for  its  instant  ami  iinanimous  con- 
firmation of  it,  nor  to  the  house  of  representalivt  s 
for  its  three  times  virtual  election  of  me  to  be  the 
eommander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Mexico. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  fello  citizen, 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

To  the  President. 

The  President  to  Mr.  Benton 

Washington,  March  9,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  given  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  inslarrt 
the  consideration  which  its  importance  demands  — 
In  tendering  to  you  the  appointment  of  major  gene- 
ral in  the  army,  I earnestly  desind  that  the  country 
should  have  the  advantage  of  your  conceded  ability 
and  military  knowledge,  your  intimate  aequaiiitance 
with  the  Mexican  character,  and  your  familiarity 
with  their  language  and  political  condition. 

Immediately  after  your  nomination  as  major  gen- 
eral had  been  unanimously  confiimed  by  the  senate 
1 carefully  exaii.ined  the  question  whether  1 posses- 
ed  the  power  to  designate  you — a junior  major  gen- 
eral— to  the  chief  command  of  the  army  in  the  field. 
The  result  of  this  examination  is,  1 am  constrained 
to  say,  a settled  conviction  on  my  mind  that  such 
power  has  not  been  conferred  upon  me  by  the  exist- 
ing laws. 

1 am  fully  sensible  of  the  exalted  patriotism  which 
could  alone  have  induced  you  to  make  the  personal 
sacrifices  to  which  you  would  be  subjected  in  as 
suining  even  the  chief  command  of  the  army  in  Mex- 
ico; and  I duly  appreciate  the  reasons  you  have  as- 
signed, and  which  may,  I fear,  prevent  you  fron.  ac- 
cepting your  appointment  as  major  general.  If,  on 
further  reflection,  such  should  be  your  decision,  1 
shall  learn  it  with  deep  regret. 

1 am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  very  respect 
fully,  your  ob’t  servant,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  Major  General  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Wash 
ingtoD. 

Mr.  Benton  to  the  President. 

Washington,  Tuesday  evening,  March  9,  1847. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  this  day’s  date  i.s  just  receiv- 
ed; and  seeing  no  reason  for  further  reflection,  and 
wishing  to  avoid  all  delay  in  officering  the  army,  I 
have  written  a note  to  the  adjutant  general,  to  be 
delivered  at  his  office  in  the  morning,  declining  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  major  general  in  the 
army,  so  kindly  ofl'ered  to  me  by  you,  and  so  honora- 
bly confirmed  by  the  senate. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

To  the  President. 

f/ole  of  Mr.  Benton  to  the  Mjulant  General. 

Washington,  Tuesday  evening,  March  9,  1847. 

Sir:  1 had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the 
sixth  instant,  with  the  commission  of  major  general 
in  the  army,  and  delayed  the  answer  of  acceptance 
or  non-acceptance  until  I should  receive,an  answer 
from  the  president  to  a note  which  1 addressed  to 
him  in  the  morning  of  that  day.  That  answer  is 
now  received,  and  enables  me  to  answer  ^our  note, 
and  to  say  that  the  commission  is  not  accepted. 

Please  to  accept,  sir,  my  thanks  for  the  kind  terms 
of  your  note,  and  for  the  thousand  courtesies  which 
you  have  extended  to  me  in  the  course  of  our  long 
and  friendly  acquaintance. 

Most  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

THOS.  H.  BENTON. 

To  Adjutant  General  Jones. 

On  inserting  the  above  correspondence  the  ‘Union’ 
otihe  lllh  says — 

“It  is  a subject  of  much  regret,  that  circum- 
stances have  prevented  the  employment  of  his  talents 
■in  this  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  president 
fregrets  it,  because  he  has  the  highest  confidence  in 
the  military  talents,  the  great  skill,  and  the  great 
energy  of  Gen.  Benton.  He  had  hoped  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  place  Win  at  the  head  of  the  army.  The 
house  of  representatives  had  expressed,  by  a very 
large  majority,  their  desire  to  have  a general  in-chiel 
selected  by  the  president  himself;  but  the  whole  fe- 
deral party  of  the  senate,  in  coalition  with  that  “ba- 
lance of  power  party,”  to  whose  gracious  dispensa- 
tion we  are  indebted  for  our  exclusion  from  the 
honor  of  loling  on  their  privileged  sofas,  defeated  the 
proposition;  and  placed  the  president  in  an  embar- 
rassing relation  to  the  whole  subject.  This  import- 
ant measure  having  been  thus  rejected  by  the  coali- 
tion in  the  senate,  he  found,  on  a critical  examination 
of  the  existing  laws  of  congress,  that  he  had  no 
power  to  “designate  General  Benton — a junior  ma- 
jor general — to  the  chief  command  of  the  army  in 
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the  siico  1“  of  oiii  :in  s ai  dli-rmba  rass  the  military 
opuation*  now  in  prore^^of  exec  iitlnn.  Under  these 
circiimslat.res,  much  as  be  reurels  the  loss  nf  Gen. 
Benton’s  services  in  the  field,  the  president  felt  him- 
self eotnpelled  to  pursue  the  course  bieh  his  reply 
of  he  9lh  points  out.  Upon  the  r-eeipi  of  this  letter, 
General  Benton  promptly,  ami  franklv,  and  in  terms 
w hich  do  him  high  honor,  declined  to  necepl  the 
appoirdment  of  major  general  in  the  army,  which 
the  president  bad  offered  him.  and  which  Ihe  senate 
had  so  honorably  and  nnaniinotislj  conferred. 

It  is  possible  that  this  measure,  deemed  of  vital 
importance  to  the  president,  might  still  have  ultima- 
tely been  pa-sed  by  a majority  of  the  senate,  if  it 
had  not  b'  en  announced,  (in  conversati'  n)  by  some 
of  the  federal  senators  that  they  would  have  spoken 
out  the  remainder  of  Ihe  session  on  the  last  night  of 
congress,  and  thus  defeated,  not  only  the  hill,  but 
the  passage  of  Ihe  appropriation  bills,  just  as  the 
two  n.illion  bill  had  been  defeated  at  the  last  day  of 
the  long  session,  by  senator  Davis  speaking  against 
it.  Rather  than  lose  those  bills,  so  indispensable  to 
keep  the  wheels  of  government  in  motion  dm  ing  the 
war,  the  friends  of  the  measure,  (of  the  appoinlment 
of  a commanding  general),  were  compelled  to  aban- 
don It.  By  this  result,  the  country  does  not  lose  the 
services  of  Mr.  Benton,  but  remains  in  the  high  office 
of  .senator  of  the  United  States,  which  he  has  so 
long  and  honorably  graced. 

WiLMOT  PROVISO — The  following  synopsis  of  tha 
vote  on  the  VVilmol  proviso,  is  taken  Irom  the  N.  Y. 
Tribune  corrected: 

YEAS — (for  THE  PROVISO.) 

Maine — R.  P.  Dnniap,  H Hamlin,  C Sawlelle, 
J.  F.  Scainmon,  Luther  Severance,  H.  Williams 
-6. 

New  Hampshire — Jas.  H.  Johnson,  M.  MoiAion, 
MnsesN'iiris,  Ji — 3. 

Massachusetts— Jno.  Q.  Mams,  ,4.  MboV . George 
Jlshman,  Joseph  Grinnell.  Ji  hale.  C.  Hudson.  Dan’l 
P King.  J.  hnckwell,  Benjamin  Thompson,  R C.  Win- 
Ihrop — 10. 

Rhode  Island — L.  H.  Arnold,  H.  Y.  Cranston 
—2. 

Connecticut — Jas.  H.  Dixon,  S.  D.  Hubbard,  J. 
A Rockicetl,  Truman  Sinilh — 4. 

Vermont — Jacob  Collamer,  P.  Dillingham,  Jr,, 
Solomon  hoot,  G P.  Marsh — 4. 

New  York — J.  H.  Anderson,  C S.  Benton,  Wm. 
W Campbell,  C H.  Carroll,  John  F.  Collins,  John 
De  MoU,  S S.  Ellsworth,  S.  Gordon,  Martin  Gro- 
ver,  E.  B-  Holmes,  Wm.  J.  Hough,  O Hungerford, 
ffashington  Hunt,  Timothy  Jenkins,  Preston  King, 
John  W.  Lawrence,  Abner  Lewis,  VVm  B.  Maclay, 
Wm.  S.  Miller,  Wm  A.  Moseley.  A.  C.  Niven,  Gao 
Rathbun,  T.  C.  Ripley,  H 1 Seaman,  H.  Wheaton, 
Hugh  White.  B.  R Wood — 27. 

New  Jersey — J.  G Hampton,  John  Runk,  Gtorgm 
Sykes,  Wm.  Wright — 3. 

Pennsylvania — John  H.  Campbell,  C.  Darragh, 
J.  H.  Ewing,  J.  R.  Ingersoll.  L.  C.  Levin,  Jas.  Pol- 
lock, Alex  Ramsey,  Jotin  Ritter,  Andrew  Stewart,  Jno. 
Slrohm,  David  Wiliiiot,  Jacob  S.  Yost,  A.  R,  Me- 
llvaine — 13. 

Delaware — J.  W.  Houston—  (Huzza'.'.) — 1. 

Ohio — Jacob  Brinkurhutf,  J.  D.  Cuinuiins,  C.  De- 
lano, Guorge  Fries,  Joshua R.  Giddings,  Alex.  Harper, 
John  J.  McDowell,  .Aug.  L.  Pcrrill,  J.  M Root,  R. 
C.  Schenck,  D.  A.  Starkweather,  A.  G.  Thurman, 
Joseph  Vance,  Samuel  F.  Vinton — 14. 

Indiana — Charles  Calhcart,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Edward  McGaughey,  John  Pettitl,  Caleb  B.  Smith 
—5. 

Illinois — John  Henry,  John  Wentworth — 2. 

Michigan — James  B.  Hunt,  R.  McClelland — 3* 

'I  olal  97 — 96  Irom  Iree,  1 from  a slave  slate. 

NAVS — (against  the  proviso.) 

New  York — Stephen  Strong!  J.  Russell,  W.  W. 
W oodworth — 3. 

Pennsylvania — James  Black,  Richard  Brodhead!! 
Jacob  Erdman,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wm.  S.  Jarvin, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Moses  McClean,  Jas  Thomp- 
son— 8. 

New  Jersey— Joseph  E.  Edsall — 1. 

Ohio — Fr.  A.  Cunningham,  Joseph  Morris,  Isaac 
Parish,  Wm.  Sawyer!! — 4. 

Indiana — Thus.  J.  Henley,  Robert  Dale  Owen, 
Wm.  W.  Wick— 3. 

Illinois— Stephen  A.  Douglas* — Robert  Smith 
—2. 

Michigan— John  S.  Chilman — 1. 

Maryland — John  G Chapman,  William  F.  Giles, 
Thomas  W.  Ligon,  Edward  Long,  'i  homas  Perry 
—5. 

Virginia — Arch.  Atkinson,  Thos.  H.  Rayly,  Henry 
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Badinger,  W.  G.  Brown,  A.  A.  Chapman,  Geo.  W. 
Hopkins,  Edm.  W.  Hubbard,  Robert  M T.  Hunter, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Shelton  F.  Leake,  John  S.  Pendle- 
ton, Jas.  A.  Sedclon,  Win.  M.  Tredway — 13. 

North  Carolina — Daniel  M Barringer.  Jno  R.  J. 
Daniel,  Alfred  Dockery,  Jas.  Graham,  Jas.  J.  McKay, 
D.  S.  Reid— 6. 

South  Carolina — James  A.  Black,  Armistead 
Burt,  I.  E.  Holmes,  R.  B.  Rhett,  A.  D.  Sims,  R.  F. 
Simpson,  J.  A.  Woodward — 7. 

Georgia — Howell  Cobb,  Seaborn  Jones,  Thom- 
as Butler  A'ing,  John  H.  Lumpkin,  George  W. 
Towns — 5. 

Alabama — F.  W.  Bowdon,  R.  Chapman,  J.  L.  F. 
Corttrell,  £.  S.  Dargan,  H.  fV.  Hilliard,  Gtorgo  S ■ 
Houston,  W.  W.  Payne — 7. 

Mississirpi — S.  Adams,  H.  T.  Ellet,  R.  W.  Ro- 
berts, Jacob  Thompson — 4. 

Florida — Wm.  H.  Brockonbrough — 1. 

Louisiana — J H.  Harmanjon,  E.  La  Sore,  Isaac 
£ Morse,  B.  G.  Thibordeaux — 4. 

Kentucky — Joshua  F.  Belt,  Linn  Boyd,  Garrett 
Davis,  John  P.  Martin,  John  H.  McHenry,  Wm.  P. 
Thomasson,  John  W.  Tibbtts,  ,/?ndmo  Trumiio,  B.  R. 
Young — 9. 

Tennessee — Milton  Brown,  Lucian  B.  Chase,  W. 
M.  Coche,  John  H.  Crozier,  Alvan  Cullom,  Edwin  H. 
Ewing,  M.  P.  Gentry,  Andre  w Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones, 
Bajclay  Martin,  F.  P.  Stanton — 11 

Missouri — J.  B.  Bowlin,  W.  M.  McDaniel,  James 
H.  Relfe,  L.  H.  Sims — 4. 

Arkansas  — T/ioi.  W.  Jfewlon — 1. 

Teaxas — David  S.  Kaufman,  Timothy  Pillsbury 

Iowa— S.  Lefller- 1. 

Total,  102 — 22  from  free,  86  from  slave  states. 

All  the  nays  from  free  stales  are  democrats,  the 
yea,  from  a slave  state  is  a whig,  (re-elected  for  the 
next  congress.) 

Whigs  in  italics — 47  yeas.  21  najs. 

Absent  or  did  not  vole, 

Maine — J.  D.  McCrate— 1. 

New  York— £.  D.  Ctilver,  C.  Goodyear,  Albert 
Smith,  T.  M.  Woodruff — 4 

Pennsylvania — John  Blanchard,  Joseph  BiifUngton, 
O.  D.  Leib.— 3.  ^ t M 6 , 

Ohio— J.  J.  Faran,  D.  R.  Tilden,  H.  St.  John 

Indiana — Thomas  Smith,  John  W.  Davis,  (speak- 
er,)-2. 

Illinois— J.  P.  Hoge,  O.  P.  Fitklin,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Clernand — 3. 

Virginia — G.  C.  Dromgoole,  Jas.  M.cDowell — 2 

North  Carolina— Asa  Biggs,  H.  S.  Clarke,  J.  C. 
Dobbin— 3. 

Georgia — H.  A.  Haralson,  H.  Stephens,  Robl. 
Toombs — 3. 

Kentucky — Henry  Grider — 1. 

Missouri— J.  S.  Phelps — 1. 

Maryland — A.  Constable — 1. 

Iowa — S.  C.  Hastings — 1. 

'J’otal,  28. 

"army  journal.” 

[general  orders,  No.  8.] 

War  Department,  Adft  General's  office 
Washington,  March  4,  1847. 

1.  The  regiment  authorized  to  be  raised  under  the 
act  '^approved  February  11,  1847,”  will  be  recruited, 
armed  and  equipped  for  active  duty  in  the  field  with- 
out delay;  and  the  several  ofiBcers  appointed  in  each 
will  report  for  orders  and  recruiting  instructions  to 
their  respective  colonels,  who  will  establish  their  re 
cruiting  headquarters  at  some  central  position  and 
report  to  the  adjutant  general.  Colonels  are  charged 
with  superintending  the  recruiting  of  their  respective 
regiments;  and  will  assign  the  lieutenant  colonel  and 
majors  to  such  sub-recruiting  districts  as  may  be 
found  expedient.  When  two  or  more  companies 
are  raised  and  sent  to  any  depot,  or  ordered  to  the 
seat  of  war,  a field  officer  should  be  assigned  to  the 
command. 

2-  The  established  recruiting  regulations  will  be 
strictly  observed  by  all  officers,  and  the  required  re- 
turns, muster,  and  descriptive  rolls,  reports,  &c.  will 
be  regularly  made  and  transmitted  through  the  pro- 
per officer  to  the  adjutant  general  and  other  chiefs  of 
stafi’,  in  strict  conforniily  with  the  rules  of  service 
and  the  blanks  with  which  they  have  been  furnished. 
The  allenlion  of  recruiting  officers  is  specially  di- 
rected to  the  prompt  rendition  of  their  recruiting 
accounts,  and  abstract  of  conliugeiit  expenses,  requir- 
ed for  the  second  auditor,  and  the  colonel  as  super- 
intendent, which  .Tiust  be  forwarded  within  throe 
days  after  the  expiration  of  each  month;  or  semi- 
monthly when  called  for.  See  paragraphs  50,  51, 
&c.  revised  recruiting  regulation,  1847. 

3.  As  soon  as  eighty  men  shall  be  enlisted  by  a 
captain  and  two  subalterns,  they  will  be  inspected, 
orgaiiizfd,  mustered,  armed,  and  equipped  as  a com- 


pany, and  be  considered  ready  to  take  the  field. — 
The  final  assignment  of  subalterns,  and  the  perma- 
nent designation  of  companies  by  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet,  will  be  made  by  the  colonel  at  the  proper 
time.  See  paragraph  43  ‘ General  Rogulations  for 
the  Army.” 

4.  The  attention  of  recruiting  officers  and  com- 
manders of  posts  is  directed  to  paragraph  73S*  Ge- 
neral regulations.  Recruits  must  be  drilled  in  the 
school  of  the  soidier,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the 
moment  of  enlistment,  even  when  there  may  be  no 
arms  at  the  rendezvous,  until  sent  to  join  their  com- 
panies or  regiments 

5.  The  officers  of  the  new  regiments  (infantry  and 
dragoons)  will  furnish  tnemselves  with  the  prescrib- 
ed infantry  tactics,  (Scott’s  system.)  Cavalry  tac- 
tics will  not  be  furnished  until  the  regiment  is  sup- 
plied with  horses,  until  which  lime  the  diagoon 
officers  and  men  will  be  well  drilled  as  foot  soldiers. 

6.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 

to  be  recruited  in  the  States  of  Maine,  4;  N.  Hamp- 
shire, 2;  Vermont,  1;  Rhode  Island,  1;  and  Connec- 
ticut, 2;  will  constitute  “the  ninth  regiment  of  infan- 
try,” to  be  commanded  by  Colonel : headquar- 

ters established  for  the  present  at  Bviston.  Fort 
Constitution  and  fort  Adams,  R.  I.,  will  be  used  as 
recruiting  depots  for  the  regiment  and  the  concentra- 
tion of  companies,  preparatory  to  their  immediate 
embarcation  for  the  seat  of  war. 

7.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  recruited  in  New  York,  7;  and  New 
Jersey,  3;  will  constitute  “the  tenth  regiment  of  in- 
fantry,” under  Col.  R iberl  E Temple:  headquarters 
at  New  York.  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette  will 
be  the  receiving  depots  for  this  regiment. 

8.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  recruited  in  Pennsylvania,  6;  Dela- 
ware, 1;  and  Virginia  3;  will  constitute  “the  eleventh 
regiment  of  infantry,”  under  Col.  Albert  C.  Ramsey: 
headquarters  at  Baltimore.  The  companies  of  infan- 
try to  be  raised  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  for 
the  regimenl  will  proceed  to  Point  Isabel,  under 
their  respective  captains,  via  the  Ohio  river,  and 
embark  at  Pittsburg  or  Wheeling,  as  may  be  most 
convenient;  and  those  recruited  in  Philadelphia  and 
Delaware  will  rendezvous  at  fort  Mifflin,  preparatory 
to  immediate  embarcation  for  the  same  point:  the 
companies  raised  in  Eastern  Virginia  will  be  sent  to 
fort  Monroe;  those  in  Western  Virginia;  via  the  Ohio, 
to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to  Point  Isabel,  with  the 
least  practicable  delay,  where  the  regiment  will  be 
concentrated. 

9.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  recruited  in  North  Carolina,  2;  S. 
Carolina,  2;  Texas,  2;  Arkansas,  2;  and  Missouri  2; 
will  constitute  the  “twelfth  regiment  of  infantry,” 
under  Colonel  Louis  D.  W ilson:  headquarters  at  New 
Orleans.  The  companies  to  be  raised  in  North  and 
South  Carolina  will  rendezvous  at  fort  Moultrie,  S. 
C.,  preparatory  to  their  immediate  departure  for 
Point  Isabel;  and  the  companies  to  be  recruited  in 
Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri  will  proceed,  as  soon 
as  organized,  under  their  respective  captains,  via  N. 
Orleans,  to  Point  Isabel. 

10.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  raised  in  Virgina,  1;  Georgia,  4; 
Alabama,  4;  and  Florida  1;  will  constitute  “the  thir- 
teenth regiment  of  infantry,”  under  Colonel  Robert 
M.  Echols:  headquarters  at  New  Orleans. 

11.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  raised  in  Louisiana,  5;  Tennessee, 
4;  and  Illinois  1;  will  constitute  “the  fourteenth 
regiment  of  infantry,’’  under  Col.  Wm.  Trousdale: 
headquarters  at  New  Orleans. 

12.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
of  infantry  to  be  raised  in  Ohio,  5;  Michigan,  3;  Iowa 
1;  and  Wisconsin  1;  will  constitute  “the  filteenlh  re- 
giment of  infantry,”  under  Col.  George  W.  Morgan: 
headquarters  at  Cincinnati. 

13.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  companies 
ol  infantry  to  be  raised  in  Kentucky,  4;  Indiana,  4; 
Illinois  2;  will  constitute  the  “sixteenth  regiment  of 
infantry,”  under  Col.  J.  W.  Tibballs:  headquarters 
ai  Newport,  Ky. 

14.  As  suou  as  any  company  to  be  recruited  for  the 
13ih,  14th,  15,  or  16ih  regiments  shall  be  raised  and 
organized,  it  w ill  proceed  without  further  delay  to 
Point  Isabel,  under  the  captain,  by  the  most  expedi- 
tious route,  unless  olherwiss  ordered,  where  these 
regiments  w ill  be  concentrated. 

15.  The  officers  appointed,  and  the  ten  designated 
companies  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  2;  Maryland, 
3;  Virginia,  2,  Miss.  1;  Georgia,  1;  and  Kentucky 
1;  will  constitute  ‘the  regimenl  of  volligueurs,’ under 
Colonel  T. P.  Andrews;  headquarters  for  the  present 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  The  companies  recruited  in 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  will  be  con- 
centrated at  fort  Monroe,  preparatory  to  their  imme- 
diate embarcation  for  the  seal  of  war;  and  those  to  be 
raised  in  Mississippi,  Georgia,  and  Kentucky  will 


proceed  direct  to  Mexico,  under  their  respective 
captains,  as  soon  as  organized. 

16.  “The  third  regiment  of  dragoons”  is  to  be 
raised  in  the  following  states:  Michigan,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Ca- 
rolina, Alabama,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana, 
— in  each  one  company;  Colonel  El  ward  G.  W.  But- 
ler: headquarters  at  N.  Orleans.  As  soon  as  raised 
and  organized,  the  companies  will  proceed  direct, 
under  their  respective  captains,  without  loss  of  time 
to  Point  Isabel. 

17.  The  foregoing  arrangement  of  regiments  and 
assignment  of  companies  are  made  for  the  present 
with  a view  to  expedite  the  recruiting  service — sub- 
ject hereafter  to  such  revision  and  modifioation  as 
the  good  of  the  service  may  require. 

18.  The  president  expects  that  the  new  regiments 

will  be  raised  and  brought  into  the  field  in  the  short- 
est practicable  time.  The  public  interest  require 
that  the  recruiting  service  be  pushed  with  the  great- 
est vigor  by  every  officer  employed  in  it;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  strictest  economy  is  enjoined  in  all 
expenditures  and  arrangements,  &c.  Efforts  must 
not  be  limited  to  one  rendezvous  or  neighborhood, 
but  auxiliary  stations,  within  a convenient  range, 
should  he  temporarily  established  by  the  same  officer, 
according  to  the  facilities  of  intercourse  and  ths 
chances  of  success,  &c.  By  order: 

R.  JONES;  Adj't  General. 

*See  paragraph  84  revised  recruiting  regulations  of 


Brevets. — The  Washington  Union  says: — “We  un- 
derstand that  many  brevets  weie  conferred  by  Iho 
president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  the  last  evening  of  Us  session,  and  that  the 
official  general  order  for  publishing  the  same  is  in  a 
course  of  preparation.  We  shall  lake  pleasure  in 
laying  it  before  our  readers  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain 
a copy  of  it.  We  announced  the  other  day  that  the 
brevet  of  major  general  had  been  conferred  on  bre- 
vet Brigadier  General  Worth,  for  “gallant  and  me- 
ritorious conduct’’  in  the  battle  of  Monterey;  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  official  list,  we  now  mention  the 
names  of  Colonel  Percifor  F.  Smith,  of  the  regiment 
of  mounted  riflemen,  to  be  brigadier  general  by  bre- 
vet, and  Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  Wilson,  of  the  1st 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  for 
their  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  capture 
of  Monterey.  Lieut.  Col.  John  Garland,  of  the  4tb 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  he  colonel  by  brevet,  and 
Captain  Thomas  Childs,  of  the  3rd  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, and  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel 
by  brevet,  for  their  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma 
&c.,  &c.  ’ 

Malamoros,  Feb.  22, 1847. 

Gentlemen: — I have  but  little  news  to  send  you, 
but  such  as  it  is,  you  shall  have  it.  Major  General 
Butler  passed  down  the  river  yesterday  on  the  steam- 
er Brownsville,  I suppose,  to  join  General  Scoli’s 
command.  Gen.  Taylor  arrived  at  Saltillo  previous 
to  the  7th  instant,  and  had  at  that  date  to  advance 
twenty  one  miles  on  the  road  to  San  Luis  Potosi,and 
encamped  at  a place  called  Agua  Nueva;  and  it  is 
reported  ttiat  as  soon  as  the  new  troops  arrive  he 
intends  attacking  that  city.  Everything  remains 
quiet  here.  Colonel  Drake  has  thrown  up  breast- 
works around  the  main  plaza.  I suppose  you  have 
heard  of  the  escape  of  those  Louisianians,  who  were 
wrecked  below  Tampico,  in  safety. 

Gen.  Scott  has  sailed  from  Brazos.  Gen.  Worth 
hod  not  sailed  op  to  this  date,  although  a portion  of 
his  command  has  embarked. 

1'he  weather  is  becoming  milder,  and  the  northers 
are  not  so  strong  as  heretofore,  although  ws  bnva 
plenty  of  wind  from  other  quarters: 

The  river  is  verv  low  and  seems  to  be  still  falling. 
The  boats  are  all  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
forage  and  provisions  to  Camargo. 

Business  is  rather  brisk;  the  quartermaster  obtain- 
ed $50,000  in  specie,  for  drafts  on  New  Orleans,  ia 
two  days. 

We  have  fandangoes  here  every  night,  either 
Mexican  or  American.  Gen.  ScoK  has  quartered 
all  the  women  of  the  army  here,  they  not  heing  al- 
lowed to  follow  the  troops  at  present,  so  we  have 
a sweet  set;  many  of  the  senoritas  comprendan  end 
hablan  poco.  So  we  manage  to  kill  time  after  a 
fashion. 

Now  I have  told  you  every  thing  I can  think  of.-- 
In  about  three  weeks’  time  you  mqy  look  out  for 
squalls,  as  there  will  bo  something  to  report. 

P.  S.  The  Flag  published  here  by  Fleeson  & Co., 
is  defunct;  whether  another  paper  will  be  started,  I 
do  not  know.  If  there  was  a good  new  font  of  type 
and  a small  assortment  of  job  type,  1 think  it  would 
pay.  Yours  respectfully,  C. 

[JV.  0.  Com.  Times. 
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St  Lntits,  February  23. 

The  company  of  United  Stales  infanirv,  -poken 
of  a few  weeks  ago  as  having  been  ordered  from  fort 
Sneliing  to  Mexico, arrived  yesterday  on  the  steamer 
Tioga,  which  boat  took  them  on  board  at  Bridgeport, 
they  having  performed  the  rest  - f the  journey  on 
fool.  They  left  fort  Sneliing  fifty  five  in  number,  on 
the  13th  of  January.  On  the  way  down,  four  were 
discharged,  and  one  of  the  privates,  whose  name  was 
Richard  Monohan,  fell  overboard  from  the  steamer 
Tioga  yesterday,  and  was  drowned.  The  men  suf- 
fered a good  deal  from  the  cold  on  the  journey,  and 
several  of  them  had  their  hands,  feet,  and  ears  fro- 
zen. The  oflScers  in  command  ar«  Captain  Plum- 
mer, and  Lieut.  Granger  and  Denham. 

NAVAL  JOURNAL. 

Gulf  Squadron.  Commodorb  Conner  is  to  be 
relieved  from  the  command.  Commodore  Perry  suc- 
ceeds to  the  command. 

Court  Martial.  Commadcr  Pearson,  tried  at 
Norfolk  for  the  loss  of  the  sloop  of  war  Boston,  has 
been  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  one  year’s  suspen- 
sion. 

Past  midshipman  Rolando,  acting  as  master  of  the 
Boston,  was  also  tried  and  acquitted  of  any  blame  for 
the  loss  of  the  ship. 

Commander  Carpenter,  tried  by  the  same  court 
for  the  loss  of  the  brig  of  war  Truxton,  was  found 
guilty,  and  cashiered,  but  recommended  to  the  mercy 
of  the  president,  who  has  modified  the  sentence  to 
one  year’s  suspension. 

The  Ohio  Ship  of  the  line.  Capt.  Stringham  joined 

the  ship  on  the  24th  ult.,  at  Norfolk.  The  ship  left 
Hampton  roads  on  the  1st  inst  for  the  Gulf. 

The  Decatur.  Commodore  Pinkney  left  Norfolk 
on  the  25th  ult.,  and  Hampton  roads  on  the  1st  inst. 
for  the  Gulf. 

The  steam  frigate  Mississippi,  leaves  Hampton  roads 
for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry 
hoists  his  broad  pendent  on  board.  Capt.  Isaac 
May,  goes  out  in  command  of  the  Mississipp. 

The  U.  S.  schr.  On-ka-hy-c,  Lieut.  Berrym.an,  ar- 
rived at  Pensacola  on  the  2d  inst.  from  Chagres,  after 
a very  boisterous  passage  of  fourteen  days.  She 
brigs  no  news  of  moment. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Hunter  left  New  Orleans  again 
on  the  1st  instant,  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  ac- 
cident which  caused  her  return  to  port  was  not  so  se- 
rious as  was  first  supposed. 

Pacific  Squadron.  ‘-Despatches  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  navy  department  from  Commodore  Bid- 
dle, in  the  United  States  ship  ‘Columbus,’  dated  at 
Valparaiso  on  the  14th  December,  1846,  and  at  Cal- 
lao on  the  3d  January  last,  from  which  we  learn  that 
the  United  States  razee  ‘Independence,’  with  commo- 
dore Shubrick.  on  board,  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the 
2d  of  December,  1846.  The  United  States  storeship 
‘Lexington,’  Lieut.  Baily,  was  at  that  port  at  the  same 
time,  and  sailed  thence  for  the  coast  of  California  on 
the  6th  December.  The  ‘Independence’  sailed  on 
the  13th  December.  The  ‘Levant’  was  at  Valparaiso 
on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  on  her  return  to  the 
United  States.  It  was  the  intention  of  commodore 
Biddle  to  sail  from  Callao  for  Monterey  in  a few 
days.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


New  York. — Hudson  river  railroad — The  certifi- 
cate of  the  required  instalment  of  the  stock  of  the 
Hudson  river  railroad  was  filed  in  the  comptroller’s 
office  at  Albany,  on  Saturday.  The  sum  of  $301,- 
550,  which  somewhat  exceeds  the  necessary  instal- 
ment, is  certified  to  have  been  duly  paid  in,  on  the 
subscription  to  the  stock.  [M  Y.  Gaz. 

Pennsylvania. — The  loan  required  by  the  treasu- 
rer of  the  state,  to  enable  him  to  pay  up  the  interest 
due  upon  the  state  bonds,  was  promptly  taken,  and 
the  treasury  is  relieved. 

dominations — The  whig  convention,  which  assem- 
bled at  Harrisburg  on  the  3'h  inst.  have  nominated 
Gen.  James  Irvin,  formerly  a member  of  congress, 
as  their  candidate  for  governor. 

Joseph  W.  Patton,  esq,,  is  the  regularly  nomi- 
nated whig  candidate  for  canal  commissioner. 

Maryland  Resumption  op  Payment.  The  state 
from  the  moment  it  became  overvvhelmed  withdiffi 
cullies,  has  never  faltered  in  its  onward  direction  to- 
wards a restoration  of  credit,  and  a resumption  of 
its  obligations.  No  state  in  the  Union  has  had  more 
difficulties  to  encounter  according  to  actual  capacity. 
None  have  met  and  breasted  difficulties  with  more 


Prmne«s — or  siirmonnled  them  with  more  dHtermina- 
lion.  D (fienhips  have  t xisird  divprsilips  of  vie  ' s 
have  been  entertained  as  to  the  he«t  and  safest  means 
of  restoring  credit  as  to  when  payments  rnlEht  be  re- 
sumed without  risk  of  again  faltering.  The  sub 
jpct  has  bfen  carefully  examined;  precipitance  has 
been  cautiously  avoided  on  one  hand,  and  delay  be- 
yond what  was  prudently  required  was  avoided  on  the 
other  hand.  The  stale  resumes  payment  wilhoiit 
serious  apprehension  of  again  faltering.  The  meas- 
ure met  with  some  difficulty  in  the  popular  branch, 
and  for  a day  or  two  it  was  uncertain  whether  it 
would  not  be  postponed  for  one  year  more. — 
The  opposition  was  not  to  the  measure,  hut  to  the 
time,  which  some  believed  it  would  be  better  to  ex- 
tend. The  bill  however  finally  passed  the  house  of 
delegates  by  a majority  of  five  or  six  votes,  and,  on 
the  6ih  inst.,  passed  the  senate  by  a vote  of  14  to  6 — 
one  senator  was  accidentally  absent  when  the  vote 
was  taken. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  lOlh  instant,  of 
course,  according  to  the  constitutional  limitation  of 
sessions 

The  biennial  session  act  passed  both  houses.  There 
w ill  be  a session  as  usual,  nest  winter,  and  a session 
every  second  year  thereafter. 

Virginia — Honors  to  Gen  Taylor  and  others — The 
house  of  delegates  of  this  state,  on  the  15ih  ultimo, 
passed  a series  of  resolutions,  complimentary  to  Gen. 
Taylor  and  his  army,  and  also  voting  swords  to  Gen. 
Tailor  and  Cols.  Payne,  and  Garland. 

Internal  improvements — “The  policy  of  the  slate  as 
( arrh  d out  by  ihe  enacimenls  of  the  legislature  at 
their  pre-^ent  se-sion  seems  to  be  to  adhere  to  their 
own  projects  and  to  the  canals,  roads,  and  railroads 
of  their  own  coiistrncliug  " The  attempt  In  obtain 
a right  of  way  for  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad 
through  a part  of  the  slate  which  would  he  accepta- 
ble to  the  latter,  is  again  negatived.  A giant  ot  a 
right  rf  way  by  Wheeling  is  renewed,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved the  company  cannot  avail  of  Ih-at  route. 

S Carolina. — Mr.  Calhoun  reached  Charleston 
on  Saturday  last,  and  was  received  by  the  mayor  at 
the  head  of  a committee  of  the  city  council,  and  a 
deputation  of  the  citizens.  The  hospitalities  of  the 
city  were  tendered  to  him,  and  he  was  escorted  to 
the  Carolina  hotel  in  Broad  st.,  where  lodgings  had 
been  previously  prepared  for  him.  as  the  guest  of  the 
citizens.  He  was  to  have  addiessed  the  citizens  in 
public  meeting  on  Monday  night  last,  but  sudden  in- 
disposition prevented. 

Louisiana.  Aem  Orleans  special  election  held  on 
the  12lh  ult.,  for  two  state  senators.  The  votes 
stood: 

1 Labalut,  (adro.)  3,571  Freset,  whig,  2 905 

2 Reynolds  “ 3494  Gardere  “ 2,949 

Two  of  the  assembly  districts  at  Ihe  same  lime 

voted  for  representatives  to  the  legislatnre;  the  votes 
Blood: 

1st.  dist.  (adm.)  whig. 

Thomas  Harvand  396  Randall  Hunt,  851 

2ddis.  Fonteneau,  “ 387  Forestall,  ind.  387 

Being  a lie  in  the  last  district, 
td  subsequent  election,  decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Fon- 
teneau by  a considerably  majority,  Mr.  Foresiall’s 
vote  falling  off  one  half. 

Illinois. — The  civil  war,  to  which  a portion  of  this 
stale  was  for  some  time  abandoned  has  been  carried 
on  with  disgraceful  virulence.  The  Spiiugfield  cor- 
respondent of  the  Alton  Telegraph  on  the  2d  ultimo 
writes — 

“A  communication  was  laid  before  the  house  to- 
day from  the  governor,  inclesing  the  proceedings  of 
a meeting  held  in  Massac  county.  These  proceed- 
ings state,  that  the  regulators  are  still  pursuing  iheir 
works  of  cruelly  and  villainy  in  that  afflieled  county. 
They  are  beating,  torturing,  and  abusing — in  every 
possible  way — men,  women,  and  children;  turning 
them  out  of  doors  in  the  night  lime,  and  destroying 
their  habitations.  The  proceedings  go  on  to  say, 
that  they  tiave  lost  all  confidence  in  the  legislature, 
who  are  consuming  the  lime  of  tiie  people  with 
making  Buncomb  speeches;  and  they  call  upon  the 
governor  to  come  to  their  aid  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. They  threaten,  unless  something  is  done  for 
tlieir  relief,  to  take  the  laws  into  their  own  hands. 
1 wonder  they  tiave  not  done  so  long  since.  Is  it  not 
a burning  shame  upon  the  slate,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  age,  that  such  a state  of  things  should  exist  in 
a civilized  coinmunily?” 

Kentucky  U.  S.  senator.  Wa  in»erted  the  bal- 
lotling  of  the  first  day  or  two  in  the  legislature.. — 
Parlies  maintained  their  respective  candidates  for 
twenty  five  balloltiiigs  without  material  variation. — 
Finally,  by  agreement  among  the  whig  members  to 


drop  the  lowest  rai  diflale  upon  each  successive  bal- 
lot, on  tlie  291b  ballot,  R B.  Underwood  ( m hig)  re- 
ceived 84  voles,  Thomas  Medcell  15.  (whig)  and  R. 
B.  McAfee  (ailin.)  39.  Whereupon  W.  Undeiwood 
was  declared  to  be  elected  U.  Slates  senator  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  March  1847. 

Ohio.  “The  black  laws. — ’’The  senate  by  a vote  of 
19  to  14,  has  rejected  the  proposition  to  repeal  the 
existing  law  relative  to  the  exclusion  of  colored  pop- 
ulation. One  administration  senator  voted  for  Ih* 
repeal — and  15  against  it.  Thirteen  whigi  for  the 
repeal  and  one  against  it. 

Wisconsin  Norwegians.  The  legislature  of  Wis- 
consin have  ordered  301)  copies  of  the  Governor’! 
message  to  be.  printed  in  the  Norwegian  language. 
There  are  some  thousands  of  natives  of  Norway  in 
that  stale,  and  excellent  citizei  s they  are. 

I ' 

WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


A letter  dated  New  Orleans,  March  1.  1847,  to 
the  editors  of  Itie  National  Inlelligeiicer  says — Gen. 
Butler  arrived  heie  yesterday.  Among  the  leading 
items  of  news  is  the  reported  evacuation  of  Vera 
Cruz  by  order  ol  Santa  Anna.  As  regards  the  city, 

1 should  think  this  very  probable,  as  the  garrison 
could  not  defend  it  against  Gen.  Soolt,  ami  the  troops 
of  which  that  garrison  is  composed  will  be  of  more 
service  with  Santa  Anna,  particularly  if  he  contem- 
plates an  attack  on  Gen.  Scott,  as  it  is  probable  he 
does. 

Gentlemen  who  have  conversed  with  Gen.  Butler 
says  he  freely  expresses  his  opinion  a.s  to  the  proper, 
indeed  the  only  mode  of  conducting  Ihe  war,  and 
wliicli  coincides  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Calhoun — to 
lake  and  forlily  by  posts  a line  of  territory,  and 
either  captui  e or  bloi  kade  their  purls  w ithout  any 
attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  interior.  The  line  to 
be  taken,  he  thiiks  should  be  the  one,  (whatever 
it  may  be),  which  the  government  intends  to  insist 
on  as  the  permanent  boundary  between  the  two 
countries,  and  he  says  15.U0U  men  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  hold  and  protect  it  from  the  Gulf  to  the 
Pacific. 

Gen.  Butler  justly  says  that,  admitting  we  advanc- 
ed into  the  country  with  every  success  that  could 
be  expected,  and  even  captured  the  city  of  Mexico, 
it  would  not  have  any  material  effect  on  Ihe  enemy, 
nor  place  U3  any  nearer  to  peace  than  w e now  are, 
and  we  should  never  command  any  more  territory 
than  what  we  actually  covered  with  our  bayonetB, 
and  would  be  constantly  surrounded  by  a hostile 
population,  and  the  Mexicans  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  avoiu  fighting,  and  let  our  armies  waste 
away,  as  it  rapidly  would  do,  by  fatigue,  sicknasi, 
and  a constant  guerrilla  war. 

He  seems  to  think  it  probable  that  Santa  Anna 
has  removed  with  his  whole  lurce  to  Vera  Cruz, 
and  with  a view  of  giving  Gen.  Scoil  a grand  fight; 
though  he  says  it  would  be  lucpuliuc  for  him  to  do 
so  under  any  circumstances,  but  that  his  plan  should 
ne  to  let  our  ai my  advance  into  the  interior  without 
^l^kmg  a general  battle,  but  merely  to  harass  them, 
and  cut  oil  sirag'lers  or  detachments.  Any  serious 
repulse  to  an  advancing  army  would  be  fatal  to  them 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  administration  have  got  themselves  and  the 
counliyinto  a most  aw  kward  predicament  as  to  Ihil 
war,  so  blindiy  and  rashly  undenakeii;  for,  as  re- 
cently observed  in  the  senate,  we  have  the  wolf  by 
the  eais,  and  it  is  eqiially  dangerous  to  hold  on  or  let 
him  go.  There  IS  no  doubt  ul  the  lad  that,  sooner 
or  later,  we  will  have  to  come  to  the  plan  of  holding 
on  to  what  we  liave,  and  the  prevailing  opinion  with 
the  army  is,  that  we  should  give  up  the  idea  of  pe- 
netrating into  the  country.  'I'he  views  and  mien 
lions,  however  of  the  adminislralioii  are  ditierent, 
lliey  are  actually  at  this  muuieiil  calculating  on  an 
advance  01  General  '1  ay  lor  Irum  Saltillo,  and  their 
measures  will  finally  result  in  some  serious  inisior- 
tune,  that  will  rouse  the  indignation  ot  the  whole 
country. 

All  the  officers  from  Mexico  speak  in  high  termi 
ol  the  Mexican  cavalry,  and  aumil  that  they  are 
fully  equal  to  our  inuunltd  volunteers,  man  lor  man, 
and  greatly  out  number  our  lorces  ot  that  desetip- 
tiou. 

1 do  not  believe  we  shall  hare  any  decisive  intelli- 
gence from  Vera  Cruz  li'l  lowaius  llie  close  ol  Ibil 
month;  as  the  lesidue  ol  Gen.  Vv  orih’s  troops  will 
not  leave  Itie  Biasos  beiore  ilie  6tti  or  8lti  instant, 
and  llie  whole  loice  tannol  be  collected  at  LoboB 
and  Tampico  belbre  the  15th,  and  it  It'Cy  weie  to 
sail  on  that  day,  il  would  be  at  least  Ibe  iiO.h  beiore 
they  would  piouably  reach  Vera  Ciuz. 

Those  who  pielcnu  to  know  best,  say  that  the 
caille  can  only  ue  taken  by  bwuibaiuuieui;  and  that, 
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if  the  earrison  in  properly  siippliefl,  it  will  be  Tory 
ilifBcL'It  to  take  it  at  all,  and  at  any  rate  will  require 
a lon^  lime  lo  do  so. 

It  is  difficult,  from  the  conflicting  opinions,  to  form 
any  correct  i lea  on  the  subject,  b it  1 shall  not  be 
surprised  if  it  should  be  an  easy  conquest. 

FROM  THE  ARMY.— [OFFICI.SL.] 

Letters  have  just  been  received  in  this  city  from 
the  camps  of  Geneials  Taylor  and  Wool.  The 
headquarters  of  the  latter  were  at  Bueno  Vista  on 
the  29th  January,  and  of  the  former  at  Agua  Nueva, 
eighteen  miles  south  of  Saltillo,  on  the  7th  February. 

The  letters  from  General  Wool’s  camp  state  that 
since  the  27th  of  January  they  had  had  the  usual 
nightly  alamis  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
these  reports  had  all  come  from  Saltillo.  The  ene- 
my was  said  to  be  undoubtedly  at  Incarnacion,  and  per- 
haps small  parties  had  been  within  twelve  leagues  of 
Saltillo.  It  was  also  reported  that  a considerable 
number  of  rancheros  had  embodied  themselves  and 
were  not  far  off,  lying  in  wait  for  any  small  reconnoi- 
tring parties  that  may  come  in  their  way.  The  re- 
port had  reached  the  camp  (on  the  night  of  the  28th) 
that  a party,  consisting  ef  Captain  Heady  and  seven- 
teen men,  Kentucky  volunteers,  were  captured  on  the 
27th  by  a party  of  rancheros,  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances: Capt.  H.  was  sent  out  on  a reconnoitring 
party  by  Lieut.  Col.  Field.  When  about  ten  or  fif- 
teen miles  fro:n  their  station  they  stopped  at  a rancho, 
and  asked  for  liquor  to  drink.  It  was  immediately 
furnished,  and  in  abundance.  The  men  became  in- 
toxicated, and  in  that  condition  left  the  rancho.  They 
were  afterwards  captured,  and,  as  reported,  without 
resistance  or  a gun  being  fired. 

There  was  no  idea  entertained  at  the  date  of  wri- 
ting this  letter  that  the  town  of  Saltillo,  or  the  troops 
at  Bueno  Vista  were  to  be  attacked.  It  was  suppo- 
sed that  some  decisive  measures  would  be  taken  to 
check  the  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  enemy. 

These  letters  give  further  accounts  of  the  capture 
Major  Borland.  It  appears,  unon  an  alarm  being  of 
given  of  the  approach  of  the  M '-ic  ms  upon  Saltillo, 
Gen.  Wool  sent  Major  B.  vi  ilh  fift  men  to  make  a 
reconnoissance  on  the  San  Li.  s Po  isi  road,  and,  if 
practicable,  to  go  as  far  as  the  i.iearnacion,  about 
fifty-five  miles  from  Saltillo,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  or  not  the  enemy  had  advanced  to 
that  place,  and  to  report  the  resultof  his  observations. 
He  left  on  the  ISth  instant,  and  arrived  at  the  Incar- 
nacion the  next  morning,  but  found  no  troops  there; 
they  having  left  the  morning  before.  Instead  of  re- 
turning as  ordered,  the  major  took  the  liberty  of 
halting  and  sent  an  express  to  Col.  Yell  for  a rein- 
forcement. Col.  Yell,  on  receiviug  the  major’s  ap- 
plication sent  a request  to  Gen.  Wool  for  permission 
to  go  with  his  whole  regiment  to  join  the  major  and 
to  go  as  far  as  Salado.  The  application  was  sent  by 
General  Wool  to  Major  General  Butler,  who  refused 
it,  but  sent  General  Wool  word  by  the  beater  that  he 
would  see  the  general  in  a few  moments  Shortly 
after  Gen.  Wool  sent  the  refusal  to  Col.  Yell.  An 
interview  then  took  place  between  the  two  generals, 
when  Gen.  W.  proposed  an  immediate  recall  of  Ma- 
jor Borland.  Gen.  Butler  said  it  was  unnecessary  to 
send  the  order,  as  he  was  immediately  going  to  see 
Col.  Yell,  and,  if  necessary,  he  would  give  the  order. 

It  appears  that  Major  Borland  was  joined  by  Major 
Gaines  and  Captain  Clay’s  companies,  about  thirty 
or  thirty-five  strong,  who  were  ordered  by  General 
Butler  to  make  a reconnoissance  inthe  same  direction. 
They  decided  at  once  to  continue  their  reconnoissance 
as  far  as  Salado;  the  resultof  which  was  the  surprise 
and  capture  of  the  whole  party  by  about  five  hundred 
Mexican  cavalry,  commanded  by  General  Minon.  It 
is  reported  that  they  were  surprised  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, whilst  asleep,  with  no  pickets  or  sentinels,  to 
guard  against  surprise.  Colonel  Yell  was  afterwards 
sent  with  a part  of  his  regiment  on  the  Potosi  road, 
to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report,  with  instructions 
to  be  cautious;  but,  on  proceeding  to  the  Incarnacion 
he  found  no  troops;  yet  he  received  information  of 
of  the  approach  of  General  Minon,  with  3,000  caval- 
ry, on  which  he  retired  to  camp.  Every  precaution 
was  subsequently  taken  to  have  an  active  reoonnois- 
sance  on  the  roads  by  which  the  enemy  could  ap- 
proach. As  these  unfortunate  occurrences  had  been 
the  result  of  vigilance  and  disobedience  of  orders,  it 
is  hoped  that  they  may  prove  a lesson  to  our  troops. 

General  Taylor  had  changed  his  headquarters  from 
Monterey  to  Agua  Nueva,  eighteen  miles  south  ol 
Saltillo,  where  he  arrived  on  the  5th  instant,  bringing 


forward  in  the  first  instance,  Ideut.  Col.  May’s  squa- 
dron of  dragoons,  two  batteries,  (Sherman’s  and 
Bragg’s,)  and  the  regiment  of  Mississippi  riflemen. — 
He  was  subsequently  joined  by  the  Kentucky  and  In- 
diana regiments,  and  other  troops  were  expected 
from  Saltillo.  It  seemed  to  be  understood  that  gen. 
Taylor  was  deter. nined  to  hold  both  Saltillo  and  A- 
gua  Nueva  in  its  front.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
scarcity  of  water  and  supplies  for  a long  distance  in 
front  would  compel  the  enemy  either  to  risk  an  en- 
gagement in  the  field  or  lo  hold  himself  aloof  from 
our  troops.  No  intelligence  had  been  received  from 
the  interior  more  recent  or  authentic  than  has  been 
hitherto  communicated.  But  the  impression  is  that 
there  was  no  considerable  force  in  front,  noi  was  it 
supposed  to  be  likely  that  any  serious  demonstration 
would  he  made  in  that  direction.  The  population  of 
Saltillo  was  fast  returning  to  the  city,  and  it  was 
hoped  that,  under  the  judicious  management  of  ma- 
jor Warren,  a discreet  officer  of  the  Illinois  volun- 
teers, who  commands  in  the  town,  the  people  may  re- 
main quietly  in  their  houses. 

fusts  have  been  received  in  Washington  of  the 
men  belonging  to  the  Kentucky  mounted  volunteers 
who  had  been  captured  at  Incarnacion,  amounting  to 
thirty-five,  and  also  those  of  the  Arkansas  regiment 
captured  at  the  same  place,  amounting  also  to  thirty- 
five. 

From  Tampico,  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  we  have 
dales  to  the  17th  February.  Much  anxiety  was 
asvakened  there  lo  have  the  truth  or  falsity  of  an 
account  brought  in  by  three  Mexicans  from  Victoria, 
of  a aaiigiiinary  battle  having  been  fought  at  or  near 
Monterey  betwe.en  Santa  Anna  and  Gen.  Taylor  — 
I'hev  stated  that  Gen.  Taylor  liad  fallen  back  from 
Saltillo,  lo  Monterey,  that  Santa  Anla  had  ventured 
to  attack  him,  a long  conflict  ensued  — loss  of  life 
on  both  sides  exceeded  any  of  the  previous  engage- 
ments— that  Santa  Anna  finally  gave  way,  having 
sull'ered  so  severely  in  killed  and  wounded — auiongsl 
the  latter  was  Gen.  Arista. 

Our  advice>  from  Gen.  Taylor  are  later  than  the 
lienod  on  which  ihe  battle  was  said  to  have  been 
fought.  They  make  no  mention  of  the  affair.  It  is 
quite  possible  Ihe  Mexicans  were  sent  to  Tampico 
wiib  a view  of  creating  a diversion. 

Of  the  real  movements  made  hy  Santa  Anna  and 
his  army  from  San  Louis  Potosi,  we  are  as  yet  en- 
tirely without  satisfactory  accounts,  and  shall  be 
V ery  curious  to  know  what  was  the  object  of  his 
move. 

The  Baltimore  American  of  the  10th  saye — It  is 
intimated  by  letters  from  Washington  that  Itie  pre- 
sident and  other  officials  there  entertain  the  confi- 
dent expectation  of  a speedy  peace  with  Mexico. — 
This  belief  is  an  approaching  pacification  is  said  to 
be  founded  on  the  use  that  is  to  be  ma  le  of  the  three 
■ illions  entrusted  by  special  appropriation  lo  the 
president.  Having  no  eonfidence,  for  our  own  perl, 
in  the  pacific  disposition  of  the  Mexican  people; 
none  in  Santa  Anna’s  power,  if  he  has  the  will,  to 
expect  such  overtures  as  we  are  prepared  to  make; 
and  Iherelbre  none,  not  the  slightest,  in  the  speedy 
eoiiClusion  of  the  war,  we  mention  these  rumors  from 
Washington  as  indicating,  we  fear,  rather  me  wishes 
than  the  convictions  of  leasonable  and  well  informed 

mi'll. 

It  is  only  necessaiy  to  place  ourselves  for  a nio- 
iiieiil  in  the  position  of  the  Mexicans,  and  then  al- 
low to  lliem  wtial  we  claim  for  ourselves,  the  pos- 
session of  the  leelings,  syuipalhies  and  seniimenis  of 
men,  lo  iindersl  .nd  the  exasperated  hostility  with 
which  they  must  ba  aroused  and  stimulated  to  resist 
to  the  dealli  itie  poweriul  invaders  of  iheir  country. 
We  cannot  expect  people  lo  smile  upon  us  w hen  we 
liave  just  provoked  them  by  blows.  To  conciliate 
and  to  fight  the  same  party,  at  one  and  the  same 
lime,  would  be  lo  render  ail  efforts  bulb  at  fighting 
and  at  conciliation  abortive.  Hence  the  inconclusive 
results  of  Mr.  Polk’s  inaiiageiiienl  of  our  difficulty 
wiUi  Mexico.  And  the  inlatualion  which  possessed 
him  when  he  plunged  into  Itie  war,  and  which  has 
marked  Ins  course  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  seems 
to  accompany  him  still.  He  is  now  lull  of  the  pro- 
ject of  Uie  three  inlilion  bill  money — a ridiculous 
scheme  which  must  end  in  disgrace. 

1 he  adoiiiiiblralion,  we  believe,  has  never  yet  per- 
ceived tile  really  serious  nature  of  this  Mexican 
war.  In  so  far  as  It  relates  lo  political  interests,  in 
the  way  of  placing  vast  patronage  in  ttie  president’s 
bands  and  luinistiiiig  prohlable  contiacls  lor  the  re- 
waid  of  llie  mentorious  or  for  Ihe  eiicouragerneni 
• 1 Ihe  wavering,  it  has  piobably  been  appreciated  to 
the  lull.  Bui  ilieie  are  other  p'  iiit.s  of  view  In  whicli 
sume,  out  patvizatis,  may  be  dispused  to  regard  U. 


We  find  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
some  extracts  liom  a leiter  dated  “City  of  Mexico, 
January  28,  1847,’’  apparently  written  by  a Mexican 
of  intelligence. 

“You  vvill  discover  oursense  of  injury  lo  be  great, 
by  the  prompt  punishment  received  by  those  of  our 
citizens  who  have  by  force  attempted  to  resist  the 
will  of  the  Junta  in  Ihe  matter  of  the  law  relating  to 
rhiirch  properly.  There  is.  then,  as  before  remark- 
ed, but  small  expectation  that  the  two  nations  will 
be  able  to  come  lo  terms  at  present,  notwithstanding 
the  storm  that  appears  to  be  gathering  for  the  sub- 
jugaiion  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  * « » Thg 

forced  loan  upon,  or  seizure  as  some  call  it,  of  tbs 
church  properly,  in  defence  of  the  nation,  you  will 
understand,  is  not  carried  out  lo  impair  the  useful- 
nr  ss  of  Ihe  church  itself.  The  properly  in  question 
IS  promulgated  lo  be  Ihe  gift  of  individuals  of  the 
nation:  it  is  considered  national  properly,  under  God 
in  ihe  custody  of  the  church,  for  use  in  just  such  an 
emergency  as,  at  this  time,  threatens  tn«  indepen- 
dence of  ihe  country.  * * As  the  agent  of  heaven 
for  good  lo  us,  to  whom  can  we  turn  more  properly 
in  the  hour  of  necessity  than  lo  our  church.^ 

These  are  but  few  of  the  appeals  uttered  in  de- 
fence of  the  law.  The  exigency  of  the  case  impels 
the  carrying  out  of  a measure,  which,  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances,  there  would  be  few  among  us 
disposed  to  sanction.  * * So  i.e  call  the  law  a 

sacrilege;  others  say,  if  it  is,  the  United  States  are  Iht 
actors  of  it,  by  forcing  upon  us  the  necessity  of  performing 
it.  * * -|  laull,  then,  lies  at  the  door  of  our 
sister  republic.  Does  it  or  does  it  not.*  * * The 
many  generous  sentiments  discovered  in  many  of 
tlie  presses  and  in  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  of  the  United  States,  1 will  here 
lake,  occasion  to  observe,  engage  our  attention.  They 
are  a relief  to  us  under  the  circumstances;  but  the 
n-lirf  of  meie  language  in  a few,  has  little  of  satis- 
fad  ion  in  it,  so  long  as  ilie  nation  itself  is  opposed 
lo  us.  * * * * We  are  not  so  blinded 

by  our  conviction  that  we  are  right,  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  comprehending  the  instrumentality  that  pre- 
vents its  satisfactory  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales. 

We  believe  it  neverllieless  the  duty  of  an  elevated 
patnoiisrn  that  v\e  should  enforce  something  like  an 
admission  ol  ihe  wrong  done  us,  not  tor  the  benefit  of 
our  own  republic  merely,  but  for  the  less  selfish 
motive  that  the  peace  that  must  be  eventually  ar- 
rived at,  may  be  founded  upon  a durable  basis.  * * * 
Should  Vera  Cruz  be  taken,  our  nation  will  not  be 
coi.quered.  * * If  even  a march  be  successfully 
forced  lo  our  capital  city,  we  snail  still  not  bs  con- 
quered; our  enemy  will  be  in  a stale  of  siege  in  our 
very  midst.  * ♦ What  is  to  happen  under 

iliese  circumatai.ces,  it  is  impossible  to  know.  Wo 
shall,  however,  do  our  best  to  protect  the  interests 
involved.  * * A single  reverse  will  place 

the  army  of  our  enemy  in  a critical  position.  That 
desirable  object  i-flecied,  it  may  th  n be  necessary 
and  proper  lo  otter  tlie  alternative  we  hesitate  to 
yield  on  co.npulsion.  • The  honor  of  our  na- 

tionality demands  of  us  the  tremendous  sacrifices 
under  which  we  suffer.  If  we  err  in  prizing  ihe 
dignity  of  that,  it  will  be  an  error  lor  which  posterity 
will  not  condemn  us.  * * 

The  island  of  Lobos. — The  Island  of  Lobos  ha- 
ving become  a place  of  some  iiiteresl  lo  many  of  our 
citizens  as  Ihe  place  of  rendezvous  of  that  portion  of 
our  army  which  is  destined  (or  the  attack  on  Vera 
Cruz,  we  extract  (he  following  brief  account  of  it 
Croin  the  correspoiidenee  of  the  Philadelphia  North 
A'mericaii: 

"Island  ef  Lobes,  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

"February  7,  1847. 

“This  letter  is  written  upon  the  most  delightful 
tropical  island  ever  trodden  *by  adventurers  from 
any  clime. 

“The  Island  of  Lobos  is  a lovely  little  spot,  form- 
ed entirely  of  coral,  about  two  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, twelve  miles  from  the  Mexican  shore,  about 
sixty  miles  from  Tampico,  and  some  130  from  Vera 
Cruz.  It  is  covered  (or  was  before  we  landed)  with 
a variety  of  trees  and  shrubs,  the  highest  of  the 
former  perhaps  Iwerilj-five  leet  high,  and  these  are 
.->0  thickly  covered  with  vines  that  one  can  hardly 
get  through  ifiem.  There  is  hardly  a tree  or  shrub, 
or  plant  growing  here  1 have  ever  before  seen. — 
Banyan  trees  spieadiiig  over  large  spaces  of  ground, 
liieir  limbs  forming  props  as  they  pierce  into  the 
earth  and  take  rout,  wtiile  the  lops  thickly  thatched 
with  evergreen  vines,  lorm  most  beautiful  arbors.— 
Lemon,  lime,  fig,  palm,  cane,  and  a liumfred  other 
-ptcies  of  wood  are  growing  with  all  the  fresliness 
aiM  beauty  of  the  Indies.  There  is  plenty  of  water 
■ o he  bad  by  digging  four  lo  six  feet.  U is  brackish 
and  sweet,  uul  we  are  getting  used  to  it,  and  like  it 
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nearly  as  well  as  ship  water.  Fish  and  sea  fowl  we 
have  in  profusion.  With  these  we  have  delightful 
sea  air,  that  fourteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four 
makes  the  place  delightfully  pleasant. 

“It  will  be  diflScull,  I imagine,  to  convince  you, 
who  will  read  this  scrawl  beside  great  coal  fires, 
that  we  are  literally  roasting  during  a portion  of  the 
day.  The  sun  is  so  hot  that  our  faces  and  arms  are 
blistered  if  exposed  but  a few  minutes.  To-day,  by 
Fahrenheit,  in  the  shade,  I scored  92“.  The  univer- 
sal remark  among  the  volunteers  is,  ‘If  this  is  winter, 
what  will  summer  be.?’ 

“General  Scott  is  daily  expected  here,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  joined  by  seven  thousond  troops  from 
Tampico,  &c.  There  are  six  companies  of  Louisi- 
ana and  four  companies  of  South  Carolina  troops 
already  here.  They  arrived  on  the  3d  instant.  They 
are  all  in  fine  health,  and  are  encamped  beside  us.” 

“army  of  the  north.” 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  has  accounts  from  Santa 
Fe  to  the  14th  of  January.  At  that  time  but  little  j 
further  was  known  of  the  movements  of  Colonel 
Doniphan.  Some  Mexicans,  who  were  in  the  battle 
of  Brazito,  reported  that  Colonel  Doniphan  entered 
El  Paso  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  took  posses- 
sion without  resistance — the  military  force  which  he 
met  on  the  25th  and  defeated  having  scattered  to  the 
mountains. 

The  attempt  to  produce  a revolution  in  Santa  Fe 
was  to  have  been  made  on  Christmas  night.  It  was 
a time  when  a great  number  of  Mexicans  were  ex- 
pected to  congregate  in  Santa  Fe  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  church — 
A very  large  number  were  in  attendance  from  all 
sections  of  the  country;  and  no  doubt  by  preconcert. 
A priest  from  El  Paso,  habited  as  a greaser,  was  pre- 
sent and  took  an  active  part  in  ail  the  preliminary 
arrangements.  But  the  whole  plot  was  disclosed  to  ' 
the  Americans  by  Mexican  women,  and  the  au- 
thorities were  able  to  secure  a good  many  of  the 
leaders. 

A few  weeks  since,  in  an  editorial,  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  quieting  the  gatheringjelements  and  re- 
storing peace  to  the  country,  svere  briefly  referred  to. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a speech  in  the  senate  on  the 
Monday  before  the  adjournment — the  three  million 
bill  being  under  consideration.  His  conclusion  was 
uttered  in  the  following  impressive  words: 

t‘Sir,  1 fear  we  are  not  arrived  at  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  I pretend  to  see  but  little  of  the  future,  and 
that  little  gives  no  gratification.  All  I can  scan  is 
contention,  strife,  and  agitation.  Before  we  obtain 
perfect  right  to  conquered  territory,  there  must  be  a 
cession.  A cession  can  only  be  made  by  treaty. — 
No  treaty  can  pass  the  senate,  till  the  constitution 
is  overthrown,  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
its  members.  Now,  who  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
great  probability  of  a successful  resistance  to  any 
treaty  of  cession,  from  one  quarter  of  the  senate  or 
anpther?  Will  the  north  consent  to  a treaty  bring- 
ing in  territory  subject  to  slavery?  Will  the  south 
consent  to  a treaty  bringing  iu  territory  from  which 
slavery  is  excluded?  Sir,  the  future  is  full  of  diffi- 
culties and  full  of  dangers.  We  are  suflering  to  pass 
the  golden  opportunity  for  securing  harmony  and 
the  stability  of  the  constitution.  We  appear  to  me 
to  be  rushing  upon  perils  headlong,  and  with  our 
eyes  all  open.  But  I put  my  trust  in  Providence,  and 
in  that  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people, 
Which  will  yet,  I hope,  arouse  theinselres  before  it 
it  is  too  late.” 

MEXICO. — Deferred  Article. 

The  British  Steamer  arrived  at  Havana  from  Vera 
Cruz  furnish  dates  from  thence  to  the  1st — and  city 
of  Mexico  to  the  29th  January.  We  give  brief  ex- 
tracts: 

The  rumor  of  the  assassination  of  Santa  Anna 
turns  out  to  be  unfounded;  so  also  of  his  active  op- 
position to  the  seizure  of  church  property.  At  last 
accounts  he  was  still  at  San  Luis  Potosi.  Vera 
Cruz  papers  of  the  28th  ult.,  announce  that  letters 
from  San  Luis  speak  of  his  immediate  departure  for 
Tula.  Letters  from  the  city  of  Mexico  are  to  the 
aame  efieot,  and  represent,  that  he  would  move  at  the 
head  of  the  main  body  of  his  forces.  His  whole 
strength  does  not  exceed  23,000  men  of  all  arms — 
represented  to  be  in  a deplorable  situation  for  want 
of  means,  destitute  of  clothing  and  provisions;  one 
regiment  had  actually  left  for  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Santa  Anna  employs  his  time  in  gambling  and 
cock  fighting  and  writing  menacing  and  energetic 
representations  to  congress  for  money.  He  quite 
recently  won  j^34,000  at  monte  from  his  own  officers, 
Very  many  of  whom  are  very  young  men.  The  la. 
test  accounts  we  have  seen  from  San  Luis  say  that 
be  would  move  upon  Tula  the  morning  of  the  27tll 
ult.  This  is  stated  in  a letter  dated  the  26th. 


Gen.  La  Vega  has  been  appointed  commandant 
general  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Private  accounts,  from  responsibile  sources,  set 
down  the  number  of  troops  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz 
at  3500 — some  say  3000.  The  garrison  of  San  Juan 
de  IJlua  does  not  exceed  1100  troops.  Some  accounts 
represent  that  there  are  two  months  provisions  in  the 
castle,  but  we  have  a letter  from  a gentleman  who 
has  aecess  to  the  most  respectable  sources  of  infor- 
mation, but  whom  we  need  not  name,  in  which  he  as- 
sures us  that  there  is  not  a barrel  of  salted  provisions 
in  the  castle,  and  that  the  troops,  both  of  the  castle 
and  city,  are  dependent  upon  the  back  country  for 
their  daily  supplies  of  food.  So  far  as  the  troops  in 
the  cFTy  are  concerned,  this  has  has  long  been  the 
case. 

The  congress  of  the  state  of  Vera  Cruz  had  issued 
a manifesto  calling  on  the  people  at  all  hazards  to 
resist  the  invasion  of  the  Americans.  During  the 
month  of  January  the  approaches  to  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
road  to  the  interior  were  strengthened  by  a battery  o f 
heavy  guns. 

The  law  authorising  the  seizure  of  fifteen  millions 
of  property  belonging  to  the  church  promises  to  be 
a dead  letter.  The  properly  consists  almost  wholly 
of  real  estate  in  different  cities  of  the  republic.  Even 
if  the  law  of  congress  be  enforced,  it  is  said  that  no 
one  wifi  advance, money  upon  the  property  so  seized 
much  less  purchase  it.  The  whole  body  of  the  cler- 
gy had  protested  against  the  seizure  as  sacrilegious 
and  they  were  supported  by  large  portions  of  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people.  Santa  Anna  gave  in  his 
adhesion  to  the  measure  with  great  reluctance. 

One  of  the  clergy  in  the  city  of  Mexico  has  been 
imprisoned  for  his  factious  opposition  to  the  meas- 
ure. At  our  last  accounts  the  Mexican  congress  had 
before  it  a modification  of  the  law,  which  would  ren- 
der it  less  burdensome,  but  without  changing  the 
principle. 

Our  letters  say  that  all  the  late  ministers  have  re- 
signed. The  ministers  of  foreign  afiairs  and  of  finan- 
ces have  certainly  done  so.  To  add  to  the  general 
disorganization,  the  Mexican  congress  is  said  to  have 
determined  to  dissolve  about  the  first  of  the  present 
month. 

A report  was  in  circulation  in  Havana,  derived 
from  a letter  of  the  very  latest  date  from  Vera  Cruz 
that  Gen.  Minon  had  had  an  engagement  with  some 
American  troops,  near  Victoria,  and  taken  800  of 
them  prisoners.  This  transpired  through  the  Mex- 
ican consul  at  Havana,  and  was  totally  discredited 
by  our  countrymen  there.  We  have  no  doubt  the 
rumor  was  founded  upon  Minon’s  exploit  near  Saltil- 
lo. We  find  the  prize  seized  by  Minon  noticed  in 
the  Indicator.  That  paper  sets  down  the  number  of 
his  prisoners  at  seventy,  two  of  Whom,  it  says,  are 
field  officers,  and  four  company  officers.  ’ 

The  Mexicans  appear  to  be  particularly  well  in- 
formed of  the  movements  and  positions  of  our  troops. 
They  give,  from  time  to  time,  the  forces  at  Tampico, 
Saltillo  and  Victoria  and  other  places.  Everywhere 
they  see  our  arms  advancing,  and,  to  the  consterna 
tion  of  all  parties,  sweeping  ail  before  them.  This 
occasions  much  speculation  in  Mexico,  as  will  be 
imagined,  as  to  the  final  issuie,  1-etters  from  Havan- 
na  express  tbe  beiiel,  founded  upon  information  from 
high  q uarters  in  Mexico,  that  their  government  will 
very  soon  enter  i.nto  negotiations  for  peace,  from 

total  inability  to  subsist  and  protract  the  struggle. 

Still  we  read  that  one  regiment  of  the  Auxiliaries  of 
San  Luis  had  made  a formal  proclamation  that  they 
would  allow  no  treaty  to  be  negotiated  with  the 
Americans,  until  the  latter  had  entirely  evacu- 
ated the  country. 

Several  vessels  have  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade  of  Vera  Cruz,  a Sardinian  brig  and  Span- 
ish schooner  were  among  the  number.  Officers  write 
that  with  their  present  class  of  force  it  is  impossible 
to  prevent  this.  The  Princesse  Marie,  of  Bordeaux 
I has  been  seized  by  the  squadron  for  irregularity  iu 
her  papers,  and  it  was  thought  would  be  sent  to  this 
port.  The  bark  Felix,  likewise  of  Bordeaux, 
has  also  been  seized  and  sent  into  Anton  Lizardo. 
We  believe  the  sloop  ol  war  Albany  made  these  cap- 
tures. Conner  has  returned  from  Laguna  to  the  sta- 
tion of  the  squadron. 

A project  has  been  started  in  Mazatlan  of  declar- 
ing Santa  Anna  dictator.  This  drew  from  him  an 
immediate  declaration  that  as  he  did  not  aspire  to 
tbe  presidency,  he  would  use  all  his  force  to  put 
down  any  move.iient  in  Sonora  or  any  other  state 
which  would  threaten  to  kindle  political  commotion. 
The  latest  dates  from  San  Luis  Potosi  are  to  the 
26th  ultimo.  The  army  had  not  then  moved,  but 
the  Vera  Cruz  Vindicator  of  the  21sl  ult:  thinks  that 
it  had  done  so  subsequently,  being  enabled  to  do  so 
by  the  funds  raised  by  the  state  of  San  Luis. 

Gen.  Valencia  is  said  by  the  tame  paper  to  raedi- 
ate  a descent  upon  Tampico. 


THE  FAMINE  IN  EUROPE. 


Scotland. — Last  night  Dr.  Meckey  delivered  a“ 
address  in  Great  George  street  chapel,  detailing  th* 
distress  in  which  the  highlands  and  islands  of  Scot" 
land  are  at  present  plunged.  He  said  that  of  400,000 
souls  inhabiting  the  highlands,  about  60,000  are  at 
this  moment  totally  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  are 
supplied  by  charity;  and  that  number  will,  in  a short 
lime,  be  doubled.  Before  next  summer  arrives  tbe 
highlands  and  islands  of  Scotland  will  contain  300,- 
000  totally  dependent  upon  charity.  The  failure  of 
the  potato  crop  has  been  universal  through  the  high- 
lands and  the  whole  of  Scotland;  and  the  population 
of  the  highlands  and  islands  are  totally  dependent 
upon  that  crop.  From  120  districts  accounts  had 
been  received,  stating  that  potatoes  formed  seven 
eighths  of  the  food  of  the  peopl.e.|Tbii  calamity  has 
fallen  upon  a population  who  are  wholly  destitute  of 
money  to  buy  other  food,  and  who  have  no  resource 
in  their  extremity.  The  population  of  the  highlands 
was  divided  into  two  classes;  of  cotters,  paying  no 
rent  to  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  but  being  permitted 
to  build  huts,  and  plant  their  little  patches  of  pota- 
toes, which  furnish  them  with  means  of  humble  ex- 
istence throughout  the  year,  and  of  crofters,  or  small 
tenants,  paying  rents  of  from  5s.  to  £l'2  to  tbe  land- 
lords, but  raising  little  more  than  is  sufficient  to  meet 
these  rents  and  their  wants.  This  class  too  live  al- 
most exclusively  upon  potatoes.  The  loss  had  come 
suddenly  and  unforeseen.  The  highlands  and  Islands 
never  looked  brighter  and  greener  than  during  the 
past  summer;  and  in  many  localities  the  blight  came 
ill  a single  night.  He  had  seen  fields  blackened 
which  a week  before  were  flourishing  in  luxuriance. 
The  finger  of  God  was  evidently  upon  them.  The 
men  of  scientific  attainments,  in  the  pride  of  their 
knowledge,  overlooked  the  working  of  God  in  this 
matter.  (The  reverend  speaker  here  detailed  the 
circumstances  and  extent  of  distress  existing  in  Sep- 
tember in  the  island  of  Mull,  scores  of  whose  popu- 
lation must  have  perished  if  not  assisted  with  meal 
supplied  by  the  committee;  and  read  another  letter 
from  a gentleman  in  erne  of  the  islands,  stating  that 
in  ordinary  years  the  condition  of  the  population  is 
one  of  demi-starvation.”)  The  crop  of  the  year  be- 
fore last  (the  revewned  gentleman  stated)  bad  been 
a most  abundant  U(ve,  and  had  been  sold  at  high  pri- 
ces. Last  year,  in  consequence,  a greater  breadth 
of  land  had  been  sown,  which,  however,  had  proved 
a total  failure.  They  had  taken  the  utmost  care,  in 
the  distribution  of  relief,  to  provide  against  fraud, 
and  no  distinction  of  sect  had  been  permitted  to  in- 
terfere in  their  operations.  They  had  been  endea- 
voring to  get  the  able  bodied  poor  to  come  into  the 
lowlands  to  procure  work;  and  now  upwards  of  three 
hundred  were  at  work  on  rail  ways  and  other  works, 
who  regularly  sent  their  earning  to  their  families  at 
home.  The  reverend  gentleman  proceeded  to  give 
a number  of  intsresling  descriptions  of  the  state  of 
poverty  in  which  the  population  of  various  localities 
were  sunk,  and  their  excellent  conduct  under  the 
pressure  of  affliction,  and  concluded  by  a powerful 
appeal  for  assistance  in  the  etforts  of  the  committee 
to  save  them  from  perishing. 

Ireland. — It  is  stated  that  there  are  350,000  fami- 
lies over  and  above  the  ordinary  labureis  and  far- 
mers now  destitute  in  Ireland,  requiring  at  a calcu- 
lation of  .£20  per  family,  .£7,000  for  their  yearly 
maintenance. 

Description  is  futile  to  convey  any  notion  of  the 
suflering  in  Ireland,  but  some  idea  may  be  had  from 
individual  fads.  Dr.  Donovan,  the  physician  to  the 
Skibbereen  dispensary,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  gives 
these  details,  which  we  extract  from  a multitude  of 
others,  in  the  Cork  Southern  Reporter: 

On  Monday  morning  last,  a woman  called  at  my 
house  at  a very  early  hour,  and  forcing  herself  into 
the  hail,  requested  that  1 would  visit  her  daughter, 
then  in  confinement.  In  answer  to  ray  interrogatory 
whether  her  labor  was  hard,  she  said  ‘no,’  but  she  is 
suflbeated  by  tbe  smell  of  a dead  man  that  was  in 
tbe  house  with  her.’  When  1 visited  this  miserable 
and  suflfering  creature,  1 found  her  lying  on  the 
ground,  without  a particle  of  straw  to  proteet  her 
from  the  dampness  of  a filthy  earthen  flour,  or  a sin- 
gle article  of  covering  to  screen  her  from  tbe  bitter 
cold  to  which  in  this  comfortless  cabin  she  was  ex- 
posed. Immediately  opposite  her,  near  the  hearth, 
where  the  fire  had  burned  it,  lay  the  body  of  her  fa- 
ther in  law  in  the  rags  in  which  he  died  and  in  tbe 
attitude  in  which  he  breathed  his  last.  Putrefaction 
had  at  the  lime  made  rapid  advances  from  the  nature 
of  tbe  disease  of  wliich  he  died,  viz:  the  malignant 
dysentery  that  is  now  ravaging  the  country. 

A man  of  the  name  of  Healy  died  in  the  parish  of 
Drimoleague  about  a fortnight  ago;  his  wife  and  two 
children  remained  iu  tbe  house  until  tbe  putrescent 
exhalations  from  tbe  body  drove  them  from  their 
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companionship  with  the  dead;  in  a day  or  two  after 
anme  persona  in  passin?  the  man’s  cabin  had  their 
attention  drawn  by  a loud  anarlini;,  and  on  entering 
found  the  gnawed  and  mangled  skeleton  of  Maley 
contended  for  by  a set  of  hungry  dogs  an  1 pigs,  that 
were  completing  their  horrid  banquet  on  his  putrid 
remains! 

A woman  in  the  townland  ofLeither,  belonging  to 
Alexander  O’Driscoll,  Esq  , and  on  which  there  is 
more  poverty  than  on  any  farm  of  its  extent  in  the 
west  riding,  crawled  to  my  door; she  was  at  the  time 
laboring  under  malignant  fever,  was  emaciated  to 
the  utmost  degree,  and  appeared  as  if  the  grave  at 
that  moment  vomited  her  forth.  I handed  her  some 
relief  and  directed  her  to  leave  the  door,  as  1 dread- 
ed infection  for  my  family.  ‘I  don’t  want  this,  said 
she,  pointing  to  the  shilling  which  I had  given  her, 
but,  1 want  to  get  my  boy  buried;  he  is  dead  these 
eleven  days^  he  died  in  two  days  after  his  father;  1 
got  the  sickness  myself;  my  two  children  are  dying; 
DO  person  will  go  to  give  them  or  me  a drink  of  cold 
water,  and  1 got  up  in  the  fever  to  day  and  put  the 
corpse  in  a ditch,  and  I have  come  to  you  to  get  it 
put  in  the  grave,  that  the  dogs  may  not  eat  it.” — 
Liverpool  Standard,  Feb.  2. 

The  following  is  a passage  of  a letter  addressed  to 
Mr.  Blake,  of  Cork,  by  Dr.  Crowly,  'of  Skibbereen; 
dated  Jan.  22. 

Deaths  are  daily  increasing.  Dr.  Donevan  and  I 
are  just  this  moment  after  returning  from  the  village 
of  South  Reen,  where  we  had  to  bury  a body  our- 
selves, that  had  been  II  days  dead,  and  where  do 
you  think.^  In  a kitchen  garden.  We  had  to  dig  the 
ground,  or  rather  the  hole  our'^elves;  no  one  would 
come  near  us,  the  smell  was  so  intolerable.  We  are 
half  dead  from  the  work  lately  imposed  on  us.  It  is 
DOW  as  1 write,  II  o’clock  at  night,  and  I have  nut 
as  yet  dined. 

A great  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cork  was  held 
on  Saturday  la-t,  when  according  to  the  Examiner,  it 
was  clearly  proved,  by  every  speaker  who  alluded  to 
the  condition  of  the  house,  that  it  was  impossible, 
consistently  with  due  regard  to  the  health  of  the  pre- 
sent inmates,  and,  indeed  the  safety  of  the  city,  to 
admit  of  a further  accession  to  the  numbers  now 
within  the  walls  of  the  workhouse  and  the  old  house 
of  industry — namely,  some  6,300. 

Estimate  of  deficiency  of  grain,  and  other  crops  re- 
duced to  grain,  in  the  United  Kingdom  tor  the  year 

ending  September  1,  1847. 

Quarters. 

1 Ordinary  annual  deficiency,  2,000,000 

2 Loss  of  potatoes  in  Ireland,  .£12,000,- 
000,  to  he  supplied  by  grain  (a  food 
of  double  the  cost  of  potatoes)  value, 
£24,000,000,  representing  at  50s.  per 

quarter,  9,800,000 

3 Loss  of  oats  in  Ireland  stated  by  Mr. 

Labouchere  to  be  one  third  the  crop, 

or  5,326,000 

4 Loss  of  potatoes  in  England  and 
Scotland,  any  one-tenth  only  the  loss 

in  Ireland,  or  1,000,000 

5 Loss  of  oats  in  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, 1,000,000 

6 Loss  of  barley  in  the  United  king- 
dom, 1,000,000 

7 Extra  seed  for  increased  cultivation 

of  grain,  300,000 

8 Extra  consumption  of  railway  labor- 
ers, 300,000 


20,627,000 

Deduct  economies  made  by  starvation  and 

non  feeding  of  pigs,  4,627,000 


Total  deficiency,  16  000,000 

Money  value  of  the  deficiency  at  £3  per  quarter 
—£48,000,000. 

Collections  at  Washington. Amongst  the 

contributions  made  at  the  capitol,  were  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Members  of  the  house  of  representatives  $972  50 

Sen-ite  349  QO 

Ritchie  & Heiss  600  00 

Blair&  Rives  100  00 

Clerks’  office  house  of  representatives  64  00 

Others  15  00 

$2,100  50 

Reporters  in  congress  105  00 

From  tha  citizens  of  the  city  and  neighborhood  a 
large  amount  has  also  been  collected,  and  collections 
will  be  made  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  send  a ship 
load  ol  pr  'Visions  from  .Alexandria,  where  a ship  has 
beeu  ciiarlered. 


Office  of  House  of  Representatives, 

March  9,  1847. 

Dear  Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars,  which  has 
been  collected  by  me  for  the  Irish  relief  fund. 

Nearly  one  thousand  dollars  of  this  money  was 
contributed  by  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives; five  hundred  dollars  by  Major  John  P.  Heiss; 
one  hundred  dollars  by  Thomas  Ritchie,  Esq.,  one 
hundred  dollars  by  the  proprietors  of  Jackson  Hall, 
(it  being  the  rent  of  said  hall  for  the  birth-night  ball;) 
between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars  by  sena- 
tors of  the  United  States;  and  the  remainder  by  the 
clerks  and  messengers  in  this  office,  and  by  indivi- 
duals. 

My  subscription  lists  are  not  yet  entirely  closed. 
As  soon  as  they  are  1 will  deposit  them  in  your 
hands,  with  a further  statement  of  my  stewardship. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  FRENCH. 

W.  W.  Seaton,  Mayor  of  Washington. 

Meeting  of  the  Jewish  population  of  J/ew  York,  in  aid 
of  the  starving  poor  of  Ireland.  — A large  and  respecta- 
ble assembly  of  the  congregation  Sheaulth  Israel 
took  place  on  Monday  evening  last,  in  the  synagogue 
in  Crosby  street.  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing measures  for  the  relief  of  the  famishing  thou- 
sands of  their  fellow  mortals  in  that  unfortunate  and 
destitute  country,  Ireland. 

I'he  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Lazerus  as  chairman,  Isaac  Phillips,  as  vice 
president;  and  S J Jacobs,  secretary. 

After  a prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  J Lyon,  he  delivered 
a most  feeling  and  instructive  address. 

When  he  had  concluded,  R.  H.  Judah,  Jonas  B. 
Phillips  and  M.  M.  Noah,  made  audresses.  A large 
collection  was  then  taken  up  in  aid  of  the  pour  in 
Ireland,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  Macedonian. — We  are  happy  to  learn  that  this 
ship  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  fellow 
citizen,  Capt.  DcKay,  to  convey  provisions  to  Ire- 
land, agreeably  to  the  authority  invested  in  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  by  congress.  Capt.  De  Kay  is 
well  known  to  bean  enterprizmg  and  efficient  officer; 
and  a better  selection  could  not  have  been  made. — 
The  Macedonian  is  to  go  out,  not  in  any  sense,  as  a 
national  ship,  but  as  a carrier  of  the  supplies  fur- 
nished by  benevolence.  She  will  be  navigate 
mostly,  as  we  learn,  by  volunteers;  the  officers  are 
uhiefiy  old  ship  masters.  The  Macedonian  will 
carry  the  bulk  of  15  or  16, QUO  barrels. 

[JY  Y.  Cour. 

The  Boston  Bee,  says  that  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
of  Massachusetts  remitted  $20,000,  collected  in  that 
diocese  since  the  last  published  report,  by  the  Cam- 
bria. 

In  the  town  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  a meeting 
was  held  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  at  which  $1,100 
were  promptly  subcribed,  with  an  expectation  of 
amounting  to  $5,000. 

The  Catholic  Cnurches  at  Albany  N.  Y.  have  con- 
tributed $5,000. 


LIST  OF  ACTS 


Passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  twenty  ninth  congress. 

BILLS  WHICH  ORIGI.")ATED  IN  THE  SENATE. 

A.n  act  to  establish  a land  office  in  the  northern  part 
of  Michigan,  and  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  mineral  lands 
in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  congress  to  certain 
states  to  impose  a tax  upon  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by 
the  United  States  therein,  from  and  after  the  day  of  such 
sales. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands  granted 
to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the  Ueaf  and 
dumb. 

An  act  to  encourage  enlistments  in  the  regular  army. 

An  act  giving  assent  to  an  act  of  Virginia,  authoriz- 
ing the  levying  of  tolls  on  the  Janies  river. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  establish  a court  at  Key  West,  in  the  state 
of  Florida  and  for  other  purposes. 

A supplement  to  the  foregoing  act. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  one  of  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  North  Carolina. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ‘‘An  an  act  to  regu- 
late the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels,”  and 
to  determine  the  time  when  said  act  shall  take  effect. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  piracy  in 
certain  cases. 

An  act  making  further  appropriation  to  bring  the  ex- 
isting war  with  Mexico  to  a speedy  and  honorable  con- 
clu-ion. 

All  act  to  relinquish  to  the  city  of  Madison,  in  the  state 


of  Indiana,  all  the  right  and  title  of  the  U.  States  to  a 
certain  strip  of  unsurveyed  land  within  the  limits  of  said 
city,  and  bordering  on  th-  Ohio  river. 

An  act  providing  for  the  building  and  equipment  of 
four  naval  steam  ships. 

An  .ici  making  provision  for  an  additional  number  of 
general  officers,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  raise  for 
a limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,”  and  for 
other  purposes. 

A joint  resolution  for  lighting  with  gas,  the  capitol 
and  capitol  grounds. 

A joint  resolution  authorizing  the  employment  of  the 
U.  S.  ships  Macedonian  and  Jaine.stown  in  transporting 
provisions  for  the  famishing  poor  in  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land. 

A resolution  concerning  the  purchase  of  additional 
lands  for  the  use  of  the  U.  States  armories  at  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  Springfield.  ” 

A resolution  to  refund  to  the  states  which  have  sup- 
plied volunteers  and  furnished  transportation  during  the 
present  war.  before  being  received  into  service  of  tha 
United  States. 

A joint  resolution  respecting  the  maps  and  citarts  of 
the  surveys  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  U.  States  of 
America  with  foreign  states. 

BILLS  WHICH  ORIGINATED  IN  THE  HOUSE 
An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin 
into  the  Union.  •'■.-onoiu 

An  act  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  a loan 
and  other  purposes.  *** 

An  act  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  for  other 
purposes.  wmci 

An  act  to  amend  “An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  to  carry  into  effect,  in  the  stales  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  thy  existing  compacts  with  those  stales  with 
regard  to  the  hve  per  cent,  fund  and  the  school  reserv^ 
tions. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the 
abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  Ibrthe  prevention  of 

3!S”  "" 

An  act  furiher  to  extend  die  charter  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  p’rovide 
for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  and 

.ill’ 

A Z.  »f  •nr 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis 
An  act  making  appro, niatipiis  for  the  support  of  ihe 
army  and  of  volunteers  for  the  year  endino  the 
June,  1848,  and  for  other  purposes.  ® 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30, h Ju„  ® 

St^es**^^  increase  of  the  marine  corps  of  the  U. 

An  act  rnaking  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
post-office  department  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  June. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  re- 
volutionary and  other  pensions  of  the  United  <8t»roo  r 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  1848  ® 

An  act  authorizing  ihe  erection  of  certain  li->hthous- 
es,  and  lor  other  purposes.  ^^bUinous- 

Uilm!*''  admission  of  the  state  ol  Iowa  into  the 

An  act  to  raise  for  a limited  time  an  additional  mili- 
tary  force,  and  fur  other  purposes  ‘ ™ 

ob^„",  »'  "‘•“Vr,  in  m.r. 

An  act  making  appropriation*  for  the  current  and 
continge.it  expenses  of  the  Indian  department  tnd  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipu  alions  with  die  vaWu,.»  rVlti  ®n,“ 
for  the  year  ending  June  30.  184ff 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  apri,:,--  n,, 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June.  1848  for 

An  act  to  authorize  the  constituted  authorities  of 
c.ty  of  Dubuque,  tn  the  state  of  Iowa,  to  rnt«  c/rtaffi 
islands  between  the  landings  of  said  citv  and  ihf  l ' 

channel  of  the  Mississippi  river.  the  mam 

An  act  to  create  an  additional  land  district  in  .t,,.  . - 
ntory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  otherXpose" 

An  act  creating  a collection  district  in  Maine  on,, 

d°elive“y.'"®  “d 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Daymen,  nf 
nay  pensions  for  the  year  ending  30th  June^  lsTs  ^ 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diolo. 
malic  services.  oipio* 

An  act  to  prtyide  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac 
•ir.ie.  .nd  jc,  .„,id,d  ■A,,  .o,XSl  SIlS 

intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace 
on  the  frontiers,  approved  June  30,  1834  ' ’®  »nd  for 
other  purposes,  ’ mr 

An  act  for  the  reduction  of  the  costs  and  expenses  of 
proceedings  in  admiralty  against  ships  and  veiels  ^ 
An  act  to  give  the  consent  of  congress  to  the  sale  of 

lauds  heretofore  granted  to  the  states 
of  Michigan.  Illinois,  and  Arkansas  estates 

state'XTcxrs:“‘'''*‘‘“  - Salur.a,  in  the 
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Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  preparation  and  pre* 
■entation  of  medals  to  certain  French,  British,  and  Spa- 
nish officers. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Major  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for 
their  conduct  in  stormine  the  city  of  Monterey. 

PRIVATE  ACTS. 

BilU  originating  in  the  Sena'e. 

An  act  granting  pension  to  Joseph  Morrison. 

Acts  for  the  relief  Thomas  Boronell — Jtihn  Stockton, 
late  lieut.  U.  S.  A.— Wm.  B.  Keen — Get^e  Gordon — 
Peter  Frost — Elijah  White  and  others — Thos.  Blanch- 
ard— Hobson  Jones — George  Roush — Andrew  Moore — 
the  heirs  of  Louis  de  la  Houssaye — confirming  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Pierre  Dufresne 
to  a tract  of  land — to  grant  a right  of  pre-emption  to 
Philip  F.  Dering  and  Robert  H.  Champion  to  a tract  of 
mineral  land — for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Conway — ^^of 
Francis  Sommerauer — resolution  to  correct  an  error  in 
the  act  of  June  17,  1844,  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Aim 
Linton — an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a new  regis- 
ter for  the  American  barque  “Pons,’’  of  Philadelphia,  by 
the  name  of  the  “Cordelia’’ — to  authorize  issuing  a re- 
gister to  the  brigantine  “Ocean  Queen’’ — authorizing 
the  issue  of  a new  register  to  the  brig  “Leverett.’’ 

PRIVATE  ACTS. 

Bills  originating  in  the  House 
An  act  granting  a pension  to  Patrick  Kelly — do.  to 
Silas  Chatfield — to  increase  the  pension  of  Roswell 
Hale. 

Acts  for  the  relief  of  Ray  Tompkins  and  others,  the 
children  and  heirs  at  law  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins — for 
relief  of  Joshua  Shaw — of  Julius  Eldred,  Elisha  El- 
dred,  and  Francis  E.  Eldred,  for  expenses  and  services 
in  removing  the  copper  rock  from  Lake  Superior — Jo- 
seph Warren  Newcomb — the  citizens  of  Beetown,  in 
W^consin — W.  P.  S.  Sanger  and  George  de  la  Roche 
— Dr.  Clarke  Lillybridge — ^Frederick  Hopkins,  of  Che- 
nango, New  York — the  heirs  of  Sergeant  Major  John 
Champe — James  Jones,  of  Brooklyn — the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Thomas  Shields — Susan  Brum — Elizabeth 
Adams — Thomas  N.  Newell— Henry  La  Reintree — 
James  H.  Conley — Wm.  N.  Walthall — the  widow  and 
heirs  of  John  B.  Chauaonia — Jacob  L.  Vance — Josiah 
Haskell — James  Williams — the  assignees  of  the  late 
Bank  of  Alexandria — Harvey  Reynolds — Catharine  Ste- 
venson— Ann  Clayton — Eliza’th  Fitch — Thankful  Rey- 
nolds— Elizabeth  Calkins,  the  widow  of  Silas  Winans 
— Jonathan  Hoyt — Edith  Ramey — C.  Stewart  and  oth- 
ers— the  estates  of  Benj.  Metoyer  and  Francois  Gaien- 
nie — Isaac  Guess — the  heirs  of  Hyacinth  Lasselle — Jas. 
Green,  of  Fauquier,  Virginia — Wilfred  Knott — Bernard 
O’Neil — John  Pickett  and  others — Harr'son  Whitson — 
Job  Hawkins — John  Speakmen — the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  Lanson — the  heirs  and  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  Smith  T — Capi.  James  Penuoyer — the  le- 
gal representatives  of  William  Bunce — William  Causey 
— John  Van  Slyck — the  administrators  of  Joseph  Ed- 
son,  late  marshal  of  the  district  of  Vermont — Joseph 
Gideon — Lewis  C.  Sartori — legal  represenlatives  of  Jo- 
seph E.  Primeau  and  Thomas  J.  Chapman — George  B . 
Russell  and  others — the  legal  representatives  of  Si- 
mon Spalding — legal  representatives  of  James  H. 
Clark — Mary  Segar  and  Elisha  Dennison,  adminis- 
trator of  Phenix  Carpenter  Ellis — Zachariah  Simmons, 
of  Tennessee-^to  prohibit  the  sale  at  private  entry  ol 
certain  lands  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio — the  relief  of  Wm.  B. 
Stokes,  surviving  partner  of  John  N.  C.  Stockton  & Co. 
— of  the  children  of  Stephen  Johnson,  deceased--of  M. 
A.  Price  and  E.  A.  White — authorizing  and  directing 
the  examination  and  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Alex- 
ander M.  Cumming — lor  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Purser  G.  R.  Bany — relief  of  John  and  Charles 
Bruce. 

The  above  comprise  all  the  acts  and  resolutions  that 
have  passed  during  the  session. 


MR.  REVERDY  JOHNSON’S  SPEECH  ON 

THE  WILMOT  PROVISO. 

On  Monday,  when  the  “Wilmol  Proviso’’  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  senate,  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  of  Md.. 
apoke  as  follows: 

Before  the  sense  of  the  senate  is  taken  upon  this 
measure,  1 rise  to  state,  very  succinctly,  the  reasons 
for  my  vote.  I am  opposed  to  any  clause  prohibiting 
slavery  in  territory  which  may  be  acquired  by  the 
United  States;  but  my  opposition  is  exclusively  found- 
ed upon  constitutional  grounds.  It  is  too  late  to  argue 
it.  I can  only  slate  my  opinion.  1 think  it  apparent 
from  the  general  spirit  of  the  constitution,  that  the 
states  were  intended  to  be,  at  all  times,  equal,  and  in 
all  things  equal;  that  the  equality  was  not  designed 
to  be  broken  in  upon  in  reg.ard  to  territory  which 
might  fkerea/lcr  become  the  property  of  the  United 
States  by  their  common  eSbrls  and  common  means. 
I bold  it  to  be  clear  that  if  a clause  like  this  is  insert- 
ed, the  citizens  of  the  states  where  slavery  exists 
will  be  practically  excluded  from  settling,  in  any 
■way,  in  territory  which  may  become  ours  under  this 
bill.  In  my  opinion,  that  effect  is  as  certain  and  ab- 
solute as  if  they  were,  in  terms,  excluded.  If  sla- 
very can  be  permanently  prohibited,  so  that  the  pro- 
hibition will  be  binding  on  the  Union,  then  slavery, 
by  an  opposite  provision,  could  in  like  manner  be 
permanently  provided  for  a i established.  Such 


a proposition  as  the  latter  would,  I think,  receive 
favor  from  no  quarter;  and  yet,  in  my  judgment,  the 
question  of  power  is  identical.  To  prohibit  slavery, 
and  to  establish  slavery,  are  but  the  opposite  exer- 
tion of  the  same  power.  I can  vole  for  neither. — 
Having  expressed  this  opinion,  it  is  due  to  myself, 
and  to  convictions  long  and  unalterably  fixed,  to 
slate  the  opinion  I entertain  upon  the  institution  of 
slavery  itself.  1 have  no  opinion  which  I wish  to 
conceal  upon  any  question,  whether  it  arises  preroa 
lurely  or  not,  if  it  does  arise,  1 believe,  and  have 
ever  believed,  since  1 was  capable  of  thought,  that 
it  is  a great  affliction  to  any  country  where  it  pre- 
vails; and  so  believing,  1 can  never  vole  for  any 
measure  calculated  to  enlarge  its  area,  or  to  render 
more  permanent  its  duration.  In  some  latitudes,  and 
for  some  agricultural  staples,  slave  labor  may  be,  to 
the  master,  the  most  valuable  species  of  labor, 
though  this  I greatly  doubt.  In  others,  and  particu- 
larly in  my  own  state,  1 am  convinced  that  it  is  the 
very  dearest  species  of  labor,  and  in  all,  as  far  as 
national  wealth  and  power,  and  happiness  are  con- 
cerned, I am  persuaded  it  admits  of  no  comparison 
with  the  labor  of  free  men — and,  above  all,  disguise 
It  as  we  may,  if  the  laws  of  population  shall  not  be 
changed  by  Providence,  or  man’s  nature  shall  not  be 
changed,  it  is  an  institution,  sooner  or  later,  pregnant 
with  fearful  peril.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be 
improper  to  enlarge  upon  such  a topic.  In  my  own 
stale,  sir,  1 am  satisfied  that,  but  for  the  movements 
of  political  abolitionists,  slavery  would  scarcely  now 
have  existed.  The  current  of  public  opinion  was 
all  setting  towards  its  gradual  extinction.  Laws 
were  passed  to  encourage  anef  facilitate  manumis- 
sion, but  these  movements  have  changed  this  opinion, 
and  caused  laws  to  be  modified,  almost  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  freedom.  The  opinion  1 hold  upon  this 
institution  is  not  now  for  the  first  lime  formed  or 
expressed  by  a southern  man.  The  history  of  the 
country  proves  this.  At  the  period  of  the  declara- 
tion of  our  independence — at  the  period  of  our 
adoption  of  the  constitution — there  was  but  one  sen- 
timent upon  the  subject  amongst  enlightened  south- 
ern statesmen.  What  I have  said  was,  on  every 
proper  occasion,  more  forcibly  said  by  them,  and, 
as  foremost  amongst  them,  by  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.  Madison,  and,  as  far  as  1 know,  their  opinion 
was  ever  unchanged.  I do  most  earnestly  hope, 
therefore,  and  1 believe,  (hat  if  the  south  is  left  to 
itself — il  the  north  does  not  interfere  with  us — before 
a century  shall  have  passed,  slavery  will  cease  to 
exist  by  gradual  and  peaceful  emancipation,  and,  as 
its  consequence,  by  increasing,  instead  of  diminish- 
ing, the  wealth  and  power  of  the  states  where  it  now 
prevails.  After  having  said  this  much,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  1 differ  with  the  honorable  se- 
nator from  South  Carolina  as  to  the  conservative  in- 
fluence of  slavery,  upon  our  free  political  inslitu- 
tions.  I do  not  hold  with  him,  that  they  depend  ia 
any  degree  upon  the  existence  of  slavery.  If  1 did, 
I should  value  them  infinitely  less  than  i do.  In  my 
judgment,  they  rest  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligeuco 
of  the  people,  and  have  their  firmest  support  in  the 
blessings  which  they  impart.  But,  sir,  this  is  a ques- 
tion for  southern  men  exclusively.  VVe  will  admit 
CO  interference  with  our  constitutional  rights. — 
Whatever  nurlheni  men  may  think,  the  south  is  as 
eminent  for  morality,  religion,  and  patriotism  as  any 
part  of  the  civilized  globe.  Not  a battle  field  of 
the  revolution;  not  a conflict  which  has  since  occur- 
red; not  a struggle  now  going  on,  which  is  not  illus 
trated  by  southern  valor.  Such  men  will  submit  to 
no  dishonor — no  degradation  will  they  suffer,  and 
my  word  for  it,  the  inequality  of  such  a clause  as 
this,  will  be  so  esteemed  and  resisted  at  every  haz- 
ard. I repeat,  then,  as  you  love  the  Union — as  you 
value  our  social  relations — as  you  value  the  cause  ol 
constitutional  freedom^ — as  you  deprecate  civil  war 
and  all  the  manifold  calainilies  which  ever  follow 
in  Its  train — let  us  be  as  we  are.  Keep  out  this 
fearful  element  of  fraternal  strife— keep  out  ter- 
ritory. That  done,  the  present  war  will  soon  be 
brought  to  a close,  and  peace  and  prosperity  be  re- 
stored to  the  land. 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  WAR  WITH 
MEXICO. 

We  have  inserted,  in  their  respective  speeches, 
Coi.  Benton’s  and  Mr.  Calhoun’s  statements  as  to 
who  il  was  that  caused  the  existing  war  with  Mexi- 
co. The  following  testimony  upon  the  subject  wc 
find  in  the  speech  delivered  a few  days  since  in  the 
U.  S.  senate,  by  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clatton: 

“On  that  point,  Mr.  President,  I desire  to  say  a 
word.  During  the  debate  on  the  Oregon  question, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  in  1846,  and  some  time,  as 
I think,  in  the  month  of  February  of  that  year,  1 
learned,  from  sources  to  which  it  is  not  necessary 
now  to  advert,  but  upon  which  1 felt  that  I could  re- 


ly, that  our  government  had  given  orders  to  Gen.  Taylor 
to  break  up  bis  encampment  at  Coipus  Christi,  and  march 
on  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  instant  I heard  that,  and  teas 
satisfied  of  its  truth — the  public  at  the  line  having  no 
means  of  knowing  the  fact — I was  alarmed  at  the  appre- 
hension of  a war  with  Mexico;  and  it  is  true,  as  the 
honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  said,  that 
I did  meet  him  here  in  the  senate  chamber,  and,  in 
the  course  of  a confidential  private  conversation,  I 
did  give  him  the  information  I then  possessed.  1 
told  bini  sir,  that  I believed,  unless  some  speedy  ac- 
tion were  taken  either  by  himself  or  some  other  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  who  could  arrest  the  down- 
ward tendency  of  things  arising  from  that  order,  we 
should  be  plunged  into  a war  before  we  could  possi- 
bly save  ourselves.  At  that  time,  all  men  who  were 
acquainted  with  passing  events  and  the  position  of 
our  public  affairs,  were  alike  anxious  to  avoid  a war 
with  England,  if  it  could  be  avoided  consistently  with 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  country.  All  our  ef- 
forts were  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  best 
means  by  which  we  could,  in  the  exercise  of  all  the 
prudence  and  judgment  which  God  has  given  us, 
avert  from  our  country  so  great  a calamity  as  a war 
with  England  upon  the  question  of  boundary.  It  was 
in  these  circumstances  that  1 received  the  ioforroa- 
tion  and  communicated  it  (o  the  honorable  senator 
from  South  Carolina.  His  first  exclamation  was — 
“It  cannot  be  so!  Il  is  impossible!”  precisely  as  be 
has  related  it  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I assured 
him  it  was  beyond  all  doubt.  “Then,” said  he,  when 
I urged  that  some  measure  be  taken,  “rvhatcaii  be 
done?”  1,  as  a whig,  could  not  rao-ve  in  the  matter, 
and  I urged  that,  unless  the  honorable  senator  from 
South  Carolina  and  his  friends,  or  some  other  strong 
division  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber,  would  move  in  the  mailer,  we  on  the 
whig  side  should  be  utterly  powerless.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  was  at  that  time,  as  he  has  very  pro- 
perly slated  devoted  to  the  same  great  object  which 
1 confess  absorbed  my  own  mind  and  the  minds  of 
those  around  me — the  prevention  of  a war  with  Eng- 
land;  and  he  declined  to  move,  lest  his  usefulness  on 
that  great  question  should  be  in  any  degree  contract- 
ed. In  the  course  of  a short  lime  after  that — 

Mr.  Calhoun — "The  first  conversation  was  in  Janua- 
ry, when  you  announced  the  fact:  and  the  second  conver- 
sation teas  in  February." 

Mr.  Clayton — "Yes,  the  senator  is  right.  Thus,  Mr. 
President,  I felt  exonerated  from  all  responsibility  in 
the  matter.”  ###»«* 

“On  the  24th  of  April,  and  between  the  hours  of 
twelve  and  one  o’clock  on  that  day.  1 was  talking 
with  my  friend  from  Kentucky  behind  me,  (Mr, 
Morehead,)  and  1 said  1 had  no  doubt  that  we  were 
then  at  war  w iih  Mexico,  and  I added,  ‘1  believe 
we  have  had  a fight.”  Sportively  we  laid  a small 
wager  on  the  matter,  and  it  turned  out  afterwards, 
fur  I made  a minute  of  it,  that  1 won  the  bet  by  about 
four  hours,  for  Thornton’s  dragoons  were  cut  up 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day. 
Well,  these  events  recalled  and  impressed  upon  luy 
mind  this  great  fact,  that,  while  the  houses  of  con- 
gress remained  in  ignorance,  and  those  who  knew 
could  not  move,  the  president  of  the  United  Statas  was 
ordering  the  army  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Rio 
Gs-ande,  and  taking  a step  of  which  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence proved  to  be  war."  » * * * 

“At  the  lime  war  was  declared,  I denounced  it  as 
the  act  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  but  I avow- 
ed myself,  men,  and  f liave  ever  since  avowed  my- 
self willing  to  vole  supplies  for  the  war.  I believe 
that  the  war  teas  brought  on  by  this  thing  of  marching 
the  army,  without  any  necessity,  from  Copus  Christi  to 
the  Rio  Grande;  done;  done,  too,  while  congress  was  in 
session,  without  one  word  being  communicated  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  either  to 
the  senate  or  itie  bouse,  or  to  any  coinaullee  of  ei- 
ther house  of  congress,  or,  as  far  as  I have  been  able 
to  judge,  to  any  member  of  either  house  of  congress. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  President,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  war  will  probably  rest  on  him  who 
ought  to  bear  it." 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BEN  I ON, 

ON  THE  THREE  MILLION  BILL* 


In  the  United  States  Senate,  Febuary  24- 
Mr.  President— The  senator  from  S.  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhonn\,  has  boldly  made  the  issue  as  to  the 
authorship  of  this  war,  and  as  boldly  thrown  the 
blame  of  it  upon  the  present  administration.  On 
the  contrary.  1 believe  himself  to  be  the  author  of  it, 
and  will  give  a part  of  my  reasons  for  believing  so. 
In  saying  this,  1 do  not  consider  the  march  to  the 
Rio  Grande  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  war,  any 
more  than  1 consider  the  British  march  upon  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  to  have  been  the  cause  ol  the 
American  revolution,  or  the  crossing  of  the  Rubicon 
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by  C»iar  to  hav«  been  the  cause  of  the  civil  war  in 
Rome.  In  all  these  cases,  I consider  the  causes  of 
war  as  pre-existing,  and  the  marches  as  only  Ihe 
effects  of  these  causes.  1 consider  the  march  upon 
the  Rio  Grande  as  being  unfortunate,  and  certainty 
should  have  advised  against  it  if  I had  been  consulted, 
and  that  without  the  least  fear  of  diminishing  my  in- 
fluence in  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  question.  My 
opinion  of  Mr.  Polk — and  experience  in  that  very 
Oregon  case  has  confirmed  it — did  not  authorize  me 
to  conjecture  that  any  one  would  lose  intliience  with 
him  by  giving  him  honest  opinions;  so  1 would  have 
advised  against  the  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  if  1 had 
been  consulted.  Nor  do  1 see  how  any  opinion  ad- 
Terae  to  the  President’s  was  to  have  the  effect  of  les- 
sening his  iiiQuence  in  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
question.  That  question  was  settled  by  us,  not  by 
the  president.  Half  the  democratic  senators  went 
contrary  to  the  president’s  opinion,  and  none  of  them 
lost  influence  with  him  on  that  account;  and  so  1 can 
see  no  possible  connexion  between  the  facts  of  the 
case  ami  the  senator’s  reason  for  not  ir.terfering  to 
save  his  country  from  the  war  which,  he  says  he 
saw.  His  reason  to  me  is  unintelligible,  incompre- 
hensible, uocvoT'.tciible  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 

But  the  march  on  the  Rio  Grande  was  not  the 
cause  of  the  w.::  ; but  the  causes  of  this  event,  like 
the  causes  of  hur  own  revolutionary  war,  were  in 
progress  long  before  hostilities  broke  out.  The  causes 
of  this  Mexican  war  were  long  anterior  to  this  march ; 
and,  in  fact,  every  circumstance  of  war  then  extsled, 
except  the  actual  collision  of  arms.  Diplomatic  in- 
tercourse had  ceased:  commerce  was  destroyed: 
fleets  and  armies  confronted  each  other;  treaties 
were  declared  to  be  broken;  the  contingency  had 
occurred  in  which  Mexico  had  denounced  the  ex- 
istence of  war:  the  incorporation  of  Texas,  with  a 
Mexican  war  on  her  hands,  had  produced  in  legal 
contemplation,  the  tlolua  belli  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; and  all  this  bad  occurred  before  the  march 
upon  the  Rio  Grande,  and  before  the  commencement 
of  this  administration,  and  had  produced  a stale  of 
things  which  it  was  impossible  to  continue,  and  which 
would  only  receive  the  solution  from  arms  or  nego- 
tiation. The  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  brought  on 
the  collision  of  arms;  but,  so  far  from  being  the  cause 
of  the  war,  ‘it  was  lUelf  the  effect  ol  these  causes. — 
The  senator  from  8.  Carolina  is  the  author  of  those 
causes,  and  therefore  the  author  of  the  war;  and  this 
1 propose  to  show,  at  present,  by  evidence  drawn 
from  himself — from  his  public  official  acts — leaving 
all  the  evidence  uerived  Irom  other  sources,  from 
private  and  unofficial  acts,  for  future  production,  if 
deemed  necessary. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  his  effort  to 
throw  the  blame  of  the  war  upon  the  president,  goes 
no  further  back  in  search  for  causes  than  to  this 
march  upon  the  Rio  Grande:  upon  the  same  pnnci 
pie,  if  ho  wrote  a history  of  the  American  revolu- 
tion, he  would  begin  at  the  march  upon  Lexington 
and  Concord,  leaving  out  of  view  the  ten  years  work 
of  Lord  North’s  administration.  No,  the  march  upon 
the  Rio  Grande  was  not  the  cause  of  the  war:  had  it 
not  been  lor  pre-exisling  causes,  the  arrival  of  the 
American  army  on  the  hlexican  frontier  would  have 
been  saluted  with  military  courtesy,  according  to 
the  usage  ot  all  civilized  nations,  and  none  so  much 
as  Witli  the  ::?paniards.  Cuuiplinientary  visits,  din- 
ners, and  Irttidaiigoes,  balls — not  cannon  balls — would 
have  been  the  salutation.  The  causes  of  the  war  are 
long  anterior;  and  1 begin  with  the  beginning,  and 
show  the  senator  Irom  South  C.rolina  an  actor  from 
the  first.  In  doing  this,  1 am  acting  in  defence  oi 
the  country,  lor  the  president  represents  the  country, 
ihe  senator  from  South  Carolina  charges  the  vvai 
upon  the  president:  the  whole  opposition  lollow  him: 
the  bill  under  discussion  is  forgotten;  cricniiiation  ol 
the  president  is  now  the  object;  and,  in  that  ci  innna- 
lion,  the  country  is  injured  oy  being  made  to  appear 
ific  aggressor  in  the  war.  Tins  is  my  justiticulion 
lor  deieudiug  ihe  president,  and  showing  the  truih 
that  the  senator,  in  his  maimer  of  acquiniig  Texas, 
is  the  true  cause  of  the  war. 

ihe  cession  ol  Texas  to  Spain  in  1819  is  the  be- 
ginning point  in  the  chain  ol  causes  which  hav«  led 
to  this  war;  lor  unless  tlie  country  had  been  ceded 
away,  there  could  have  been  no  quarrel  with  any 
power  in  getting  it  back.  For  a long  lime  the  ne- 
gotiator ol  that  treaty  of  cession,  (Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams), 
bore  all  the  blame  ol  the  lost  of  Texas;  and  his  mo 
lives  lor  giving  it  away  were  set  down  to  hostility 
to  the  south  and  west,  and  a desire  to  clip  the  wings 
of  the  slavebolding  slates.  At  last  the  truth  of  history 
has  Tindicated  itself,  and  has  shown  who  was  the 
Uue  autlior  of  that  mischief  to  the  south  and  west. 
Mr.  Ada.us  has  made  a public  declaration,  which  no 
one  controverts,  that  that  cession  was  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  decision  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  cabinet, 
a majority  of  which  was  slaveholding,  and  among 
them  the  prescDt  senator  from  South  Carolina, 


and  now  the  only  survivor  of  that  majority.  He 
does  not  contradict  the  slnteinent  of  Mr.  Adams:  he, 
therefore,  stands  admitted  the  co-author  of  that  mis- 
chief to  the  south  and  west  which  the  cession  of 
Texas  involved,  and  to  escape  from  which  it  became 
necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  to  get  back  Texas  at  the  expense  of  war 
with  Mexico.  This  conduct  of  the  senator  in  giving 
away  Texas  is  an  enigma  which  he  has  never  yet 
condescended  to  explain,  and  which, until  explained, 
leaves  him  in  a slate  of  self-contradiction,  which, 
whether  it  impairs  his  own  confidence  in  himself  or 
not,  mu'-!  have  the  efl'ecl  of  destroying  the  confidence 
of  others  in  him,  and  wholly  di-qualifios  him  for  the 
office  of  champion  of  the  slaveholding  stales.  It 
was  the  heaviest  blow  they  had  ever  received,  and 
put  an  end,  in  conjunction  with  the  Missouri  cem- 
promise,  and  the  permanent  location  of  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  their  future  growth  or 
extension  as  slave  states. 

The  compromise  which  was  then  in  full  progress, 
and  established  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  cut 
off  the  slave  stales  from  all  territory  north  and  west 
of  Missouri,  and  south  of  36j  degrees  of  north  lali 
lude;  the  treaty  of  1819  ceued  nearly  all  south  of 
that  degree,  comprehending  not  only  all  Texas;  but 
a large  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  on  the 
Red  river  and  the  Arkansas,  to  a foreign  power,  and 
brought  a non  slaveholding  empire  to  the  confines  of 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas:  the  permanent  appropria- 
tion of  Ihe  rest  of  the  territory  for  the  abode  of  civi 
lized  Indians  swept  the  little  ilaveholding  territory 
west  of  Arkansas,  and  lying  between  the  compromise 
line  and  the  session  line;  and  left  the  slave  stales 
without  one  inch  of  ground  for  their  future  growth. 
Nothing  was  left.  Even  the  then  territory  of  Ar- 
kansas was  encroached  upon.  A breadth  of  forty 
miles  wide,  and  three  hundred  long  was  cut  ofl'froiii 
her,  and  given  to  the  Cherokees;  and  there  wot  not 
as  much  slave  territory  le't  west  of  Ibe  Mississippi 
as  a dove  could  have  rested  the  sole  of  her  foot  upon. 
It  was  not  merely  a curtailment  but  a total  extinc- 
tion of  slaveholding  territory;  and  done  at  a time 
when  the  Missouri  controversy  was  raging,  and  every 
effort  made  by  northern  abolitiuiiists  to  stop  the 
growth  of  slave  stales.  1'he  senator  from  S.  Carolina, 
in  his  support  of  Texas,  and  ceding  a part  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi,  was  then  the  most  efficient 
ally  of  the  restriciionists  at  that  time,  and  deprives 
him  of  the  right  of  setting  up  as  the  champion  of  the 
slave  stales  now.  1 denounced  the  sacrifice  of  I'exas 
then,  believing  Mr.  Adams  to  have  been  the  author 
of  it:  I denounce  it  now,  knowing  the  senator  Iro/u 
South  Carolina  to  be  its  author:  and  for  this — his 
flagrant  recreancy  to  the  slave  interest  in  the  hour 
of  their  utmost  peril — 1 hold  him  disqualified  for  the 
office  ol  champion  of  the  fourteen  slave  stales,  and 
shall  certainly  require  him  to  keep  out  of  Missouri, 
and  confine  himself  to  his  own  bailiwick. 

I come  now  to  the  direct  proofs  of  the  senator’s 
authorship  of  the  war;  and  begin  with  the  year  163(i, 
and  with  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  and  wiiii 
the  27th  day  ol  that  month,  and  with  the  first  ru- 
mors of  the  victory  of  San  Jacinto.  1'iie  congress 
of  the  United  Stales  was  then  in  session;  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  was  then  a member  of  this  bo- 
dy, and,  without  ever  wailing  lor  ihe  official  confir- 
mation ol  the  great  event,  he  proposed  at  once  llie 
immediate  recognition  ul  the  indepenuence  of  Texas, 
and  her  i umediale  admission  iniu  this  union.  He 
pul  the  two  propositions  together — lecugnilion  and 
admission:  and  allowed  us  no  lurther  lime  lor  the 
double  vole  than  the  lew  days  which  were  to  inter 
vene  belore  the  official  intelligence  of  the  victory 
should  arrive.  Here  are  some  extracts  from  lus 
speech  on  that  occasion,  and  which  verily  whai 
i say,  and  show  that  lie  was  then  ready  to  plunge 
theionnliy  into  the  I'exaii  war  inlh  Mexico,  wiltiuut 
llie  siigliiest  regard  to  Us  treaties,  its  commerce,  us 
duties  and  Us  character: 

Mr.  Caihunii  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  add  more 
strengui  to  the  cause  ol  Texas  to  wail  for  a tew  days 
until  they  received  official  confirmation  of  the  viclo 
ry  and  capture  ul  Santa  Anna,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
more  unaniinuus  vole  in  lavur  of  the  recugnitiun  ui 
'Texas  * * # # m-jne  up  his 

mind  nut  only  to  recognize  tlie  independence  of  Tex 
as,  but  for  her  admission  inlu  this  Union;  and  it  the 
I'exans  managed  their  affairs  prudently , they  would 
soon  be  called  upon  to  decide  that  quesliuu.  'I'here 
were  powerful  reasons  why  Texas  should  be  a part 
of  llie  Union.  The  suuUiern  slates  owning  a slave 
population,  were  deeply  interested  in  preventing  llial 
country  from  having  the  power  to  annoy  them;  and 
the  navigating  and  maiiulacluring  interests  of  the 
nurlb  and  east  were  equally  interested  in  making  U 
a part  of  this  Union.  He  thought  they  would  soon 
be  called  on  to  decide  these  questions;  and  when 
they  did  act  on  it,  he  was  fur  acting  on  both  to  geth- 
er — for  recogiiixing  the  independence  of  Texas,  and 


for  admitting  her  into  the  Union.  # * # 

If  events  should  go  on  as  they  had  done,  he  could  not 
but  hope  that  before  the  close  of  the  present  session 
of  congress  they  would  not  only  acknowledge  the  in- 
depemlenre  of  Texas,  hut  admit  her  into  the  Union. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  no  unneces-ary  delay,  for 
in  such  cases  delays  were  dangerous — tint  that  they 
would  act  with  unanimity,  and  art  promptly.” 

Here,  then,  i.s  the  proof  of  the  fact  that,  ten  years 
ago,  and  without  a word  of  explanation  with  ''Mexico, 
or  any  request  from  Texas — without  the  least  notice 
to  the  American  people,  or  time  for  deliberation 
among  ourrelns,  or  any  regard  to  existing  cora- 
nieree — he  was  for  plunging  us  into  instant  war  with 
Mexico.  I say.  instant  war;  for  Mexico  and  Texas 
were  then  in  open  war;  and  to  incorporate  Texas, 
was  to  incorporate  the  war  at  the  same  time.  All 
ihis  Ihe  senator  was  then  for,  immediately  after  his 
own  graliiiluus  cesvion  of  Texas,  and  long  before  the 
invention  of  the  Louden  abolition  plot  came  .so  op- 
portunely to  his  aid.  Promptness  and  unanimity 
were  then  his  walchwords.  Immediate  action — ac 
tion  before  congress  adjourned — was  his  demand. — 
No  delay.  Delays  were  dangerous.  VVe  must  vole, 
and  vote  unanimously  and  promptly.  I well  remem- 
ber the  senator’s  look,  and  allilute  on  that  occasion, 
the  fixedness  of  his  look  and  the  magisteriality  of  his 
altitude.  It  was  such  as  he  often  favors  us  with,  espe- 
cially when  he  is  in  a crisis,  arid  brings  forward  some- 
Ihing  which  ought  to  be  instantly  ami  unanimously 
rejected — as  when  he  brought  in  his  string  of  ab- 
stractions on  Thursday  last.  So  it  was  in  1836  — 
prompt  and  unaiiimons  action,  and  a look  to  put  down 
oppo.sition.  But  the  senate  were  not  looked  down 
in  1836.  They  promptly  and  unanimously  refused 
the  senator’s  motion!  and  the  crisis  and  danger — 
good-natured  souls! — immediately  postponed  them- 
selves until  wanted  for  another  occasion. 

The  peace  of  the  country  was  then  saved;  but  it 
was  a respite  o ly,  and  the  speech  of  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  brief  as  it  was,  becomes  mo- 
mentous as  fore-shadowing  everything  that  has  sub- 
sequently taken  place  in  relation  to  the  admission 
of  Texas.  If  this  brief  speech  we  have  the  shadows 
of  all  future  movements,  c..niing  in  procession — in 
advance  of  the  events.  In  the  significant  intimation, 

qualified  with  the  if  “l/ie  Texans  prudently 

managed  their  affairs,  they  {the  iSenate ) might  soon  be 
called  upon  to  decide  the  question  of  admission."  In  that 
pregnant  and  qualified  inljinaUoii,  there  was  a visi- 
ble doubt  that  the  Texans  miglii  not  be  prudent 
enough  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  and  migtit  re- 
quire help;  and  also  a visible  feeling  of  that  pater- 
nal guardianship  which  afterward  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  their  atl'airs  for  them.  In  the  admoni- 
tions to  unanimity,  there  was  that  denunciation  of 
any  diflerence  of  opinion  which  afterwards  display- 
ed Itself  in  the  ferocious  hunting  down  of  all  who 
opposed  the  Texas  treaty.  In  the  reference  to  the 
southern  slavery,  and  annoyance  to  slavery,  and  an- 
noyance to  slave  properly  from  I'exai,  we  have  the 
germ  of  the  "self  defence"  letter,  and  Uie  first  gli.npse 
ol  the  abolilmii  plot  ol  Jolin  Andrews,  Ashbel  Smith 
Lord  Aberdeen — I beg  pardon  of  Lord  Aberdeen  for 
naming  Sum  in  such  a connexion — and  tue  world’s 
. oriverition,  with  which  Mexico,  Texas,  and  the  Uni- 
te i Stales  were  mynlified  and  bamboozled  in  April, 
1844.  And  in  the  interests  of  the  maiiulacturing  and 
navigating  stales  of  the  north  and  east,  as  connected 
with  Texas  admission,  we  have  the  text  of  atr  the 
coinmuiiicalions  to  ihe  agent,  Murphy , and  of  all  the 
letters  and  speeches  to  which  the  J'exas  question 
seven  years  aller-iards  gave  rise.  VVe  have  all  these' 
subsequent  events  here  shadowed  forth.  And  now 
the  Wonder  is,  why  all  these  things  were  not  foreseen 
a little  while  belore,  when  Texas  was  being  ceded 
to  a non  slave  holding  empire?  and  why,  alter  being 
so  imminent  and  deadly  in  May,  1836,  all  these  dan- 
gers suddenly  went  to  sleep,  and  never  waked  up 
again  until  1844?  These  are  wonders:  but  let  us  not 
anticipate  questions,  and  let  us  proceed  with  the  iiar- 
ralive. 

The  congress  of  1836  would  not  admit  Texas. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  became  patient: 
the  Texas  question  went  to  sleep;  and  for  seven  good 
jears  it  made  no  disturbance.  It  then  woke  up, 
and  with  a suddenness  and  violence  proportioned  to 
its  long  repose.  Mr.  Tyler  was  then  president:  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  was  potent  under  his 
administration,  and  soon  became  iiis  secretary  of 
Stale.  All  the  springs  of  intrigue  and  diplomacy 
were  ininiedialely  set  in  motion  to  resusoilale  the 
Texas  quesliou,  and  to  re  invest  it  with  all  tbe  dan- 
gers and  alarms  vyhich  it  had  worn  in  1836.  Pas- 
sing over  all  the  dangers  of  annoyance  from  Texas 
as  possibly  non  slaveholdingj  foreseen  by  the  senator 
in  1836,  and  not  foreseen  by  bun  in  1819,  with  all  the 
need  of  guardianship  then  foreshadowed  and  all  the 
arguments  then  suggested:  all  these  immediately  de- 
veloped themselves,  and  intriguing  agents  traversed 
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•arlh  and  sea,  from  Washington  to  Texas  and  from 
London  to  Mexico. — passing  orer  all  this  as  belong 
ing  to  a class  of  evidence  not  now  to  be  used,  I come 
at  once  to  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  January,  from 
the  Texan  minister  to  Mr.  Upshur,  the  American 
secretary  of  Slate;  and  the  answer  of  that  letter  by 
Mr.  Calhoun,  of  lllh  of  April  of  same  year.  They 
are  both  vital  in  this  case;  and  the  first  is  in  these 
words: 

MR.  VAN  ZANDT  TO  MR.  DPSHUR. 

‘‘Legation  of  Texas, 
"Washington,  January  17,  1844- 

“Sir:  It  is  known  to  you  that  an  armistice  has  been 
ploclaimed  between  Mexico  and  Texas;  that  that  ar- 
mistice has  been  obtained  through  the  intervention 
of  several  great  powers,  mutually  friendly;  and  that 
negotiations  are  now  pending,  having  for  their  object 
aseltleraent  of  the  difficulties  heretofore  existing 
between  the  two  countries.  A proposition,  likewise, 
having  been  submitted  by  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  through  you,  for  the  annexation  of  Tex- 
as to  this  country,  therefore,  (without  indicating  the 
nature  of  reply  which  the  president  of  Texas  may 
direct  to  be  made  to  this  proposition)  I beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  it  may  be  apprehended,  should  a treaty 
of  annexation  be  concluded,  Mexico  may  think  pro- 
per to  at  once  terminate  the  armistice,  break  all  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  and  again  threaten  or  com- 
mence hostilities  against  Texas;  and  that  some  of 
the  other  governments  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  obtaining  their  cession,  if  they  do  not  throw  their 
iiiBuence  into  the  Mexican  scale,  may  altogether 
withdraw  their  good  offices  of  mediation,  thus  losing 
to  Texas  Itieir  friendship  and  exposing  her  to  the  un- 
restrained menaces  of  Mexico.  In  view,  then,  of 
these  things,  1 desire  to  submit,  through  you,  to  his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  U.  S.,  this  inquiry; 
should  the  president  Texas  accede  to  the  pro 
position  of  annexation,  would  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  and 
before  it  shall  ue  ratified  and  receive  the  final  ac- 
tion of  the  other  branches  of  both  governments,  in 
case  Texas  should  desire  it,  or  with  her  consent,  or- 
der such  number  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  Slates  to  such  necessary  points  or  places 
upon  the  leiTilory,  or  borders  cf  Texas,  or  the  Gulf 
ot  Mexico,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  protect  her  against 
foreign  aggression: 

“This  communication,  as  well  as  the  reply  which 
you  may  make,  will  be  considered  by  me  as  entirely 
conhueiitial,  not  to  be  emoraced  in  my  regular  offi- 
cial col  re.-pondence  to  my  government,  but  enclosed 
direct  to  the  president  of  Texas  for  his  information. 

“ VVitri  assurances  of  niy  great  regard,  I have  the 
honor  to  he,  very  respecllnlly,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ‘‘18AAC  VAN  2ANOI. 

“Hun.  A.  P.  Upshur, 

This  leiler  reveal*  the.  true  stale  of  the  Texas  q'les 
lion  111  January,  1844,  and  the  conuuet  ol  all  panies 
in  relation  to  it.  Texas  and  Mexico,  weary  of  the 
war,  reposing  under  an  arinisUce,  and  treatiiig  for 
peace.  Great  Britain  and  France  acting  the  noole 
part  of  meOiaiors,  and  endeavoring  to  make  peace. 
Our  own  goveriiinenl  secretly  intriguing  for  annnex- 
alion,  acting  Uie  wicked  part  of  mischiel-makers, 
and  trying  to  renew  the  war;  and  the  issue  of  its 
machinations  to  be  unsuccessful  unless  the  U.  Stales 
should  be  involved  in  the  renewed  hos  lilies.  Tnal 
was  Uie  question;  and  the  letter  openly  puls  it  to  the 
secretary  ol  state.  The  answer  to  that  question,  in 
my  opinion,  should  have  been,  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  did  not  know  of  the  armistice  and 
the  peace  negotiations  at  the  time  that  lie  proposed 
to  i exas  to  no  an  act  which  would  be  a perfidious 
violation  ol  those  sacred  engagements,  and  bring 
upon  herself  llie  scourge  ol  leiiewes  invasion  and 
the  stigma  ol  perfidy — that  he  would  not  have 
maue  sucli  a proposal  tor  the  whole  round  world,  if  he 
had  known  ol  the  armistice  and  the  peace  negoiia- 

ihaL  he  wi&hcu  buccesa  to  Ihe  peace-inaUeis, 

boUi  lor  the  sake  ol  Mexico  and  I’cxas,  and  because 
Texas  could  llieii  come  into  the  Union  without  tiie 
least  iiiierruptioii  to  our  InemJly,  commercial,  and 
social  relations  witii  our  sister  republic  ol  iVie.xicu; 
and  that,  as  to  secretly  leudmg  the  army  and  uaVy 
ol  the  United  Stales  to  Texas  to  fight  Mexico  while 
we  were  at  peace  with  her,  it  would  he  a crime 
against  God  and  man,  and  our  own  constitution,  lor 
which  heads  miglil  be  brought  to  the  block,  il  piesi- 
deiils  and  llieir  secretaries,  like  consuiuiional  Rings 
anu  ministers,  should  he  held  capitally  respoiisiule 
lor  capital  crimes.  'This;  iii  my  opinion  should  have 
been  the  answer.  But  the  first  part  of  il — that  of 
the  scienfvr  upon  the  point  ol  the  armistice  and  the 
peace  uegolialiuus— could  not  be'giveii  in  point  ol 
lad;  lor  the  depai  imeiil  ol  slate  was  lull  of  com- 
muiiicduons  giving  that  information — one  of  lliem 
Irom  me  agent,  (Murphy,)  in  these  words: 

“ 1 ho  poueis  to  he  given  to  general  Henderson 
are  to  be  of  tlie  lullest  and  most  complete  character, 


so  that  no  impediment  shall  be  found  requiring  fur- 
ther or  other  powers,  or  further  or  other  instruction*. 
But,  inasmuch  as  the  commissioners  of  Texas  now 
in  Mexico,  in  treaty  or  negotiation  touching  an  ar- 
mistice, are  supposed  not  have  concluded  their  la- 
bors, and  it  is  clear  to  the  president  of  Texas  that 
s ‘ soon  as  this  negotiation  in  relation  to  annexation  is 
knowl  to  he  government  of  Mexico,  all  negotiation  on 
that  and  all  other  questions  beivveen  Texas  and  Max-, 
ieo  will  cease,  and  that  the  president  of  Mexico 
will  instantly  commence  active  hostilities  against 
Texas,  which  Texas  is  wholly  unprepared,  by  sea  or 
land,  to  resist, — it  is  understood  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  having  invited  Texas  to  this 
negotiation,  will  at  once,  and  before  any  negotiation 
is  set  on  foot,  place  a sufficient  naval  force  in  the 
the  Gulf  to  protect  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  hold 
a sufficient  force  of  cavalry,  or  other  description  of 
mounted  troops,  on  the  southwestern  border  of  the 
United  States,  in  readiness  to  protect  or  aid  in  the 
protection  of  Texas  pending  the  proposed  negotiation 
for  annexation.  I trust  my  government  will  at  once 
see  the  propriety  of  this  course  of  policy,  for  I found 
il  impossible  to  induce  this  government  to  enter  hear- 
tily into  the  measure  of  annexation  without  an  assur- 
rance  that  my  government  would  not  fail  to  guaid 
Texas  against  all  the  evils  which  were  likely  to  as- 
sail Texas  in  consequence  of  her  meeting  and  com- 
plying with  the  wishes  of  the  United  Slates.” 

Denial  of  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the 
armistice,  and  of  the  opening  of  negotiations,  was, 
therefore,  impossible.  Mr.  Upshur,  to  whom  the 
letter  of  the  17th  of  January  was  addressed,  gave  it 
no  answer  at  ail.  During  the  forty  days  that  his 
life  was  spared,  he  answered  not;  and  I mention  this 
particularly  injustice  to  the  memory  of  a gentlemaH 
who  is  ne  more.  Mr.  Nelson,  the  allorney-general, 
his  temporary  succeesur  in  the  department  of  state, 
did  not  not  answer  it  to  the  Texan  minister  in  Wash- 
ington, but  he  did  to  Mr.  Murphy  in  'Texas,  in  reply 
to  his  communication  to  the  same  efiect  with  the 
letter.  Mr.  Nelson’s  letter  is  dated  the  11th  of 
March,  and  is  in  these  words: 

“Of  the  anxiety  ol  the  president  to  provide  for  the 
annexation  of  the  territory  of  Texas  to  that  of  the 
United  Stales,  you  have  been  heretofore  apprizes! — 
and  of  his  readiness,  by  negotiation,  promptly  to  ef- 
fectuate this  desire,  you  are  well  aware.  He  regards 
the  measure  as  one  of  vital  importance  to  both  par 
ties,  and  as  recommended  by  the  highest  considera- 
tions of  a sound  public  policy. 

“Entertaining  these  views,  the  president  is  grati- 
fied to  perceive,  iii  the  course  you  have  pursued  in 
your  iniercuurse  with  the  authorities  of  Texas,  the 
evidence  of  a cordial  co— operati jii  in  this  cherished 
object  of  his  policy;  but  instructs  me  to  say  that 
whilst  approving  the  general  tone  and  tenor  of  that 
iiitercuui'se,  he  regrets  to  perceive,  in  the  pledges 
given  by  you  in  your  communication  to  the  H ui  An- 
son Jones  of  the  14th  February,  that  you  have  su9'er- 
td  your  zeal  to  carry  jou  beyond  the  line  of  your 
instructions,  and  to  commit  the  president  to  meas- 
ures for  winch  he  has  no  constitutional  authority  to 
stipulate. 

“The  employment  of  the  army  or  navy  against  a 
foreign  power,  with  which  the  United  Stales  are  at 
peace,  is  not  within  the  competency  of  the  presi- 
dent; and  whilst  he  is  not  indisposed,  as  a measure 
of  prudent  precaution,  and  as  preliminary  to  the 
proposed  negotiation,  to  coiicenlrale  in  ttie  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  on  the  southern  borders  of  the  United 
States,  a naval  n.-ilitary  force  to  be  directed  to  the 
defence  of  the  inhabitants  and  territory  of  Texas 
at  a proper  lime,  he  cannot  permit  the  aulborilies  of 
that  government  or  yourself  to  labor  under  the  mis 
apprehension  that  he  has  power  to  employ  them  at 
the  period  indicated  by  your  stipulations. 

“Ol  these  impressions,  Mr.  Van  2andt,  the  charge 
d’altairs  of  the  J'exan  goveinmeni,  has  been,  and 
General  Henderson,  who  is  daily  expected  here, 
will  be  fully  advertised.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pre- 
sident desires  lhalyou  will  at  once  conteriuand  your 
instructions  to  Lieut.  Davis,  as  far  as  they  are  in  con- 
flict will!  these  views. 

“Ill  any  emergency  that  may  occur,  care  will  be 
taken  that  the  commandeis  ol  llie  naval  and  mililaiy 
lorees  of  tlie  United  Stales  stiall  be  properly  iiislruc- 
ed.  Your  request  tlial  Uiey  may  be  placed  under 
your  coiUiol  cannot  be  gratified.” 

i'fiis  is  very  coiistiluiional  and  proper  language; 
and  if  It  liad  not  been  reversed,  ifiere  would  bate 
been  no  war  with  Mexico.  But  it  was  reversed. — 
Soon  after  il  was  written,  the  present  senator  from 
South  Carolina  look  the  chair  of  the  department  ol 
slate.  Mr.  Pinckney  Henderson,  whom  Mr.  Mur- 
phy mentions  as  coining  on  with  lull  powers,  on 
the  laith  of  the  pledge  he  h..d  given,  arrived  also; 
and  found  that  pledge  entirely  cancelled  by  Mr. 
'Tyler’s  answer  through  Mr.  Nelson;  and  ne  uHerly 
relused  to  treat.  'The  aew  secretary  was  in  a strait; 


for  time  was  short,  and  Texas  must  be  had;  and 
Messrs.  Henderson  and  Van  Zandt  would  not  even 
begin  to  treat  without  a renewal  of  the  pledge  given 
by  Mr.  Murphy.  That  had  been  cancelled  in  writ- 
ing, and  the  cancellation  had  gone  to  Texas,  and  had 
bee.n  made  on  high  constitutional  ground.  The  new 
secretary  was  profuse  of  verbal  assurances,  and  even 
permitted  the  ministers  to  take  down  his  words  in 
w riting,  and  read  them  over  to  him,  as  was  shown 
by  the  senator  from  Texas,  (Gen.  Houston)  when  he 
spoke  on  this  subject  on  Thursday  last.  But  verbal 
assurances,  or  memoranda  of  conversations  would 
not  do. 

The  instructions  under  which  the  ministers  acted, 
required  the  pledge  to  be  in  writing,  and  properly 
signed.  The  then  president,  present  senator  from 
Texas,  who  had  been  a lawyer  in  Tennessee  before 
he  went  to  Texas,  seemed  to  look  upon  it  as  a case 
under  the  statute  of  fraud  and  perjuries — a sixth 
rase  added  to  the  five  enumerated  in  that  statute — 
in  which  the  promise  is  not  valid,  unless  reduced  to 
writing,  and  signed  by  the  person  to  be  charged 
therewith,  or  by  some  other  person  duly  authorised 
by  him  to  sign  for  him.  'The  firmness  of  the  Texan 
minister,  uiidar  the  instructions  of  President  Hous- 
ton, prevailed;  and  at  last,  and  after  long  delay,  the 
secretary  wrote,  and  signed  the  pledge  which  Murphy 
had  given,  and  in  all  the  amplitude  of,  his  original 
promise.  That  letter  was  dated  on  the  11th  day  of 
April,  1844,  and  was  in  these  words: 

“Jlfr.  Calhoun  to  Messrs.  Van  Zandt  and  Henderson. 

“Wasliingtori,  April  11,  1844. 

“Gentlemen:  The  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Van 
Zandt  to  the  late  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Upshur,  to 
which  you  have  called  my  attention,  dated  Washing- 
ton, 17lh  January,  1844,  has  been  laid  belore  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

“In  reply  to  it,  J am  directed  by  the  president  to 
say  that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  has  been  instruct- 
ed to  order  a strong  naval  force  to  concentrate  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  meet  any  emergency;  and  that 
similar  orders  have  been  issued  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  to  move  the  disposable  mililaiy  forces  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  same  purpose.  Should 
the  exigency  arise  to  which  you  refer  in  your  note 
to  Mr.  Upshur,  I am  further  directed  by  the  pre- 
sidenl  to  say,  that,  during  the  pendemy  of  the 
treaty  of  annexation,  he  would  deem  il  his  duty 
to  use  all  the  means  placed  within  his  power  by 
the  constitution  to  protect  Texas  from  all  foreign 
invasion.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

“J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

“Messrs.  1.  Van  Zandt,  and  J.  P.  Henderson, 
“Ministers  from  the  Republic  of  Texas.” 

This  is  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Secretary  Cal- 
houn to  the  demand;  and  although  a liule  delphic  in 
the  specification  of  the  emergencies  and  the  exigencies 
in  winch  our  forces  were  to  fight  the  Mexicans, yet, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  terms  of  the  letter  to 
whicli  It  was  an  answer,  and  to  which  it  refers  is 
sufficiently  explicit  to  show  that  it  is  a clear  and  ab- 
solute promise  to  do  the  thing  winch  Murphy  had 
promised,  and  which  President  'Tyler,  through  the 
attorney  general,  Mr.  Nelson,  had  refused  to  do,  be- 
cause It  involved  a violation  ol  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Stales.  'The  promise  was  clear  and  ex- 
plicit to  lend  the  army  and  navy  to  the  president  of 
Texas,  to  fight  the  Mexicans  while  they  were  at 
peace  with  us.  That  was  the  point — at  peace  with 
us.  Mr.  Calhoun’s  assumpsit  was  clear  and  explicit 
to  that  point;  and  that  no  circumstance  of  contra- 
diction or  folly  should  be  wanting  to  crown  this  plot 
of  crime  ami  imbecility,  it  so  happened  that  on  the 
same  day  that  our  new  secretary  here  was  giving 
his  written  assumpsit  to  lend  the  army  and  navy  to 
fight  Mexico  while  we  were  at  peace  with  her,  the 
agent  Murphy  was  communicating  to  tlie  Texan  go- 
vcinment,  the  relusal  of  Mr.  'iyler,  through  Mr. 
Nelson,  to  do  so,  because  of  its  unconstilutionality. 
Here  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  Murphy. 

"Mr.  Murphy  lo  Mr.  Jones. 

“Legation  of  the  United  States, 

"Galveston,  (_Texas,J  Jlpril  12,  1844. 

“Sir:  The  undeisigned,  charge  d’affairs  of  the 
United  States  near  the  government  of  the  republic 
of  Texas,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Jones,  that 
whilst  hi*  government  approves  of  the  general  tone 
and  tenor  of  his  iniercouse  with  the  governmenl  of 
the  republic  of  Texas,  a regret  is  felt  in  perceiving 
that  his  zeal  for  the  accomplishment  of  objects  alike 
beneficial  and  interesting  to  both  countries  had  led 
him  beyond  the  strict  line  of  ins  instructions;  that 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  considers  himseif 
restrained  by  the  constitution  of  the  Union  from  the 
employment  of  the  army  and  navy  against  a foreign 
power  with  whom  the  United  Stales  are  at  peace;  and 
that  whilst  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  not 
disposed,  as  a measure  of  precaution,  and  as  proli 
miuary  to  the  proposed  negotiation,  to  concentrate 
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HI  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  the  southern  borders 
of  the  United  States  a sufficient  naval  and  military 
force,  to  be  directed  to  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants 
and  territory  of  Texas  at  a proper  time,  he  is  unwill- 
ing that  the  authorities  of  Texas  should  apprehend 
that  he  has  the  power  to  employ  this  force  at  the 
period  indicated  in  my  note  to  you  of  the  14lh  of 
February  last.” 

In  conformity  with  the  secretary’s  letter  of  April 
11th,  detachments  of  the  army  and  navy  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  frontiers  of  Texas,  and  to  the 
coast  of  Mexico.  The  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
in  his  colloquy  with  the  senator  from  Texas  (Gen. 
Houston)  on  Thursday  last,  seemed  anxious  to  have 
it  understood  that  these  land  and  naval  forces  were 
not  to  repel  invasions,  but  only  to  report  them  to 
our  government,  for  its  report  to  congress.  The 
paper  read  by  the  senator  from  Texas,  consisting  of 
our  secretary’s  words,  laken  down  in  his  presence, 
and  read  over  !■'  him  for  his  correction  by  the  'Tex- 
an ministers,  establishes  the  contrary;  and  shows 
that  the  Vepuise  of  the  invasion  was  in  the  mean 
time  to  be  made.  And,  in  fact,  any  other  course 
would  have  been  a fraud  upon  the  promise.  For, 
if  the  invasion  had  to  be  made  known  at  Washing- 
ton, and  the  sense  of  congress  taken  on  the  question 
of  repelling  it,  certainly,  in  the  mean  time,  the  mis- 
chief would  have  been  done — the  invasion  would 
have  been  made;  and,  therefore,  to  be  consistent 
with  himself,  the  president  in  the  mean  time  was 
bound  to  repel  the  invasion,  without  waiting  to  bear 
what  congress  would  say  about  it.  And  this  is  what 
he  himself  tells  us  in  his  two  messages  to  the  senate, 
of  the  I5th  and  31st  of  May,  doubtless  written  by  his 
secretary  of  stale,  and  both  avowing  and  justifying 
his  intention  to  fight  Mexico,  in  case  of  invasion, 
while  the  treaty  of  annexation'was  depending  with 
out  awaiting  the  action  of  congress.  Here  are  ex- 
tracts from  these  messages. 

•Mtssage,  I5th  of  May — Extract. 

“At  the  same  time,  it  is  due  to  myself  that  I should 
declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  United  Stales  hav- 
ing, by  the  treaty  of  annexation,  acquired  a title  to 
Texas,  which  requires  only  the  action  of  the  senate 
to  perfect  it,  no  other  power  should  be  permitted  to 
invade,  and,  by  lorce  of  arms,  to  possess  itself  of  any 
ortion  of  the  territory  of  Texas,  pending  your  deli- 
eratioDS  upon  the  treaty,  without  placing  itself  in  a 
hostile  attitude  to  the  United  States,  and  Justifying 
the  employment  of  any  military  means  at  our  disposal 
to  drive  back  the  invasion.” 

Message,  3 1st  of  May — Extract. 

“In  my  message  to  the  senate  of  the  15lh  of  this 
month,  I adverted  to  the  duty  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  signature  of  the  treaty  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  had  imposed  upon  me,  to  repel  any  inva- 
iion  of  that  country  by  a foreign  power,  while  the 
treaty  was  under  consideration  in  the  senate;  and  1 
transmitted  reports  from  the  secretaries  of  war  and 
of  the  navy,  with  a copy  of  the  orders  which  had 
been  issued  from  those  departments  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  me  to  execute  that  duty.  In  those  or 
ders  General  Taylor  was  directed  to  communicate 
directly  with  the  president  of  Texas  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  Captain  Conner  was  instructed  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  charge  d’aSairs  of  the  United  Stales 
accredited  to  that  government.  No  copy  of  any  com- 
munication which  either  of  those  officers  may  have 
made  pursuant  to  those  orders  has  yet  been  received 
at  the  deparinienig  from  which  they  emanated.” 

Here  is  the  avowal  of  the  fact,  and  the  reasons 
for  it — that  honor  required  us  to  fight  for  Texas,  if 
we  intrigued  her  into  a war.  I admit  that  would  be 
a gooij  reason  between  individuals,  and  in  a case 
wtiere  a big  bully  should  involve  a little  fellow  in 
the  fight  again  alter  he  had  got  himself  parted;  but 
so  between  nations,  and  under  our  constitution. 
The  engagement  to  fight  Mexico  for  Texas,  while 
we  were  at  peace  with  Mexico,  was  to  make  war 
with  Mexico: — a piece  of  business  which  belonged 
to  the  congress,  and  should  have  been  referred  to 
Uiera!  and  which,  on  the  contrary,  was  concealed 
from  them,  though  in  session,  and  present!  and  the 
fact  only  lound  out  after  the  troops  bad  marched, 
and  then  by  dint  of  calls  from  the  senate.  i 

The  proof  is  complete  that  the  loan  of  the  land 
aiid^  naval  forces  was  to  fight  Mexico  while  we  were 
at  peace  with  her!  and  this  becomes  a great  turning 
point  in  the  history  of  this  war.  Without  this  pledge 
grten  by  our  secretary  of  state — without  his  reversal 
of  Mr.  Tyler’s  first  decision — there  could  have  been 
DO  War!  Texas  and  .Vlexico  would  have  made  peace, 
and  then  annexation  would  have  followed  of  itself. 
1 he  victor  ol  San  Jacinto,  who  had  gone  forth  and 
recovered  by  the  sword,  and  erected  into  a new  re- 
public the  beautiful  domain  given  away  by  our  s;-- 
cretary  in  1819,  was  at  the  head  of  the  Texan  go 
vernment,  and  was  conducting  his  country  to  peace 
and  acknowledged  independence.  If  let  alone,  he 


would  have  accomplished  his  object;  for  he  bad  i 
already  surmounted  the  great  difficulty  of  the  first  i 
step — the  armistice  and  the  commencement  of  peace 
negotiations;  and  under  the  powerful  mediation  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  establishment  of 
peace  was  certain.  A heavenly  benediction  rests 
upon  the  peace  maker;  and  what  is  blessed  of  God 
must  succeed. 

At  all  events,  it  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  any 
man — and  least  of  all,  in  the  mouth  of  the  mischief 
maker — to  say  that  the  peaceful  mediation  would 
not  have  succeeded.  It  was  the  part  of  all  men  to 
have  aided,  and  wished,  and  hoped  for  success;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  our  secretary’s  letter  of  April 
13lh,  authentic  facts  warrant  the  assertion  that  Tex- 
as and  Mexico  would  have  made  peace  in  the  spring 
of  1844.  Then  Texas  would  have  come  into  this 
Union  as  naturally,  and  easily,  and  with  as  little  of- 
fence to  anybody,  as  Eve  went  into  Adam’s  bosom 
in  the  garden  of  Eden.  There  would  have  been  no 
more  need  for  intriguing  politicians  to  get  her  in,  by 
plots  and  tricks,  than  there  was  for  some  old  hag  of 
a match-making  belle  dame,  with  her  arts  and  al- 
lurements, her  philters  and  her  potions,  to  get  Eve 
into  Adam’s  bosom.  And  thus,  the  breaking  up  of 
the  peace  negotiations  becomes  the  great  turning 
point  in  the  problem  of  the  Mexican  war. 

The  treaty  of  annexation  was  signed,  and  in  sign- 
ing it  the  secretary  knev/  that  he  had  made  war  with 
Mexico.  No  less  than  three  formal  notices  were  on 
file  in  the  department  of  state,  in  which  the  Mexi- 
can government  solemnly  declared  that  it  would 
consider  annexation  as  equivalent  to  a declaration 
of  war;  and  it  was  in  allusion  to  these  notices  that 
the  secretary  of  state  in  his  notification  to  Mexico 
of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  said  it  had  been  sign- 
ed IN  FULL  VIEW  OF  ALL  POSSIBLE  COMSEftOENCEs! 

meaning  war  as  the  consequence!  At  the  same  time 
he  suited  the  action  to  the  word;  he  sent  off  detach- 
ments of  the  army,  and  placed  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  President  Houston,  and  made  him  the  judge 
of  the  emergencies  and  exigences  in  which  they 
were  to  fight. 

This  authority  to  the  president  of  T^xas  was  con- 
tinued in  full  force  until  after  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty,  and  then  only  modified  by  placing  the  Ame- 
rican diplomatic  agent  in  Texas  between  President 
Houston  and  the  naval  and  military  commanders, 
and  making  him  the  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween  a foreign  president  and  our  forces;  but  the 
forces  themselves  were  not  w ilhdrawn.  They  re- 
mained on  the  Texan  and  \lexican  frontier,  waiting 
for  the  exigencies  and  emergencies  in  which  they  were 
to  fight.  During  all  that  time  a foreign  president 
was  commander-in-chief  of  a large  detachment  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
president  general  of  our  land  and  sea  forces,  made 
so  by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  with  autho- 
rity to  fight  them  against  Mexico  with  whom  we 
were  ai  peace — an  office  and  authority  rather  above 
that  of  lieutenant  general! — and  we  are  indebted  to 
the  forbearance  and  prudence  of  President  Houston 
for  not  incurring  the  war  in  1S44,  which  fell  upon 
us  in  1846. 

The  treaty  was  rejected  by  the  senate;  but  so  ap- 
prehensive was  the  senator  of  immediate  war,  that, 
besides  keeping  the  detachments  of  the  army  and 
navy  at  their  posts,  a messenger  was  despatched  with 
a deprecatory  letter  to  Mexico,  and,  as  report  said, 
the  offer  of  a large  sum  of  money  to  purchase  peace 
from  her,  by  inducing  her  to  treat  for  a boundary 
which  would  leave  Texas  within  our  limits.  Ttiis 
was  re;iorl;  and  1 would  not  mention  it,  if  the  se- 
nator was  net  present  to  contradict  it  if  not  correct. 
Report  at  the  lime  saiil  from  five  to  ten  millions  of 
dollars:  from  one  of  Mr.  Stiannon’s  letters,  we  may 
set  it  down  at  ten  millions.  Be  it  either  sum,  it  will 
show  that  the  senator  was  then  secretly  willing  to 
pay  an  immense  sum  to  pacify  Mexico,  although  he 
now  declares  that  he  does  not  know  how  he  will  vote 
in  relation,  to  the  three  millions  responsibly  asked 
by  Mr.  Polk. 

The  secretary  knew  that  he  had  made  war  with 
Mexico — that  in  accepting  the  gage  three  times  laid 
down,  he  had  joined  an  issue  which  that  compound 
of  Celtic  blood,  called  Spanish,  would  redeem.  1 
knew  it,  and  said  it  on  this  floor,  in  secret  session — 
for  i did  not  then  choose  to  say  it  in  public — that 
if  there  was  but  one  man  of  that  blood  in  ail  Mexico, 
and  he  no  bigger  than  Gen.  Tom  Thumb,  he  would 
fight.  Senators  will  recollect  it.  (Mr.  Mangum 
nodded  assent. 

[The  remaiks  of  Mr.  Benton  in  continuation  at 
this  portion  of  his  speech  are  published  at  page  408 
of  the  Register  of  Feb.  27th  ull.  He  continued  and 
concluded  his  speech  as  follows]: 

He  now  sets  up  for  the  ctiaracter  of  pacificator — 
H’ith  what  justice,  let  the  further  fact  proclaim  which 
] DOW  expose,  'i'hree  hundred  newspapers  in  the 


summer  of  1844,  in  tlie  pay  of  the  department  of 
state,  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  department  of 
Slate,  and  purp-ued  as  traitors  to  the  United  Slates 
all  who  were  for  the  peaceable  annexation  of  Texas 
by  settling  the  boundary  line  of  Texas  with  Mexico 
simultaneously  with  the  annexation.  Here  is  the 
instruction  under  which  the  three  hundred  acted: 

“As  to  the  conduct  of  the  official  journal  here,  he 
has  requested  me  to  answer  it,  (your  letter,)  which 
request  I comply  with  readily. 

*»**«# 

“With  regard  to  the  course  of  your  paper,  you  can 
take  the  tone  of  the  administration  from  the  * * 

* * I think,  however,  and  would  recommend  that 
you  would  confine  yourself  to  attacks  upon  Benton 
showing  that  he  has  allied  himself  with  the  whigs 
on  the  Texas  question.  Quote  Jackson’s  letter  on 
Texas,  where  he  denounces  all  tho.se  <as  traitors  to 
the  country  who  oppose  the  treaty.  Apply  it  to 
Benton.  Pioclaim  that  Benton,  by  attacking  Mr. 
Tyler  and  his  friends,  and  driving  them  from  the 
party,  js  aiding  the  election  of  Mr.  Clay;  and  charge 
him  with  doing  this  to  defeat  Mr.  Polk,  and  insure 
himself  the  succession  in  1848;  and  claim  that  full 
justice  be  done  to  the  acts  and  motives  of  John  Tyler 
by  the  leaders.  Harp  upon  these  strings.  Do  not 
propose  the  Union;  ‘it  is  the  bu-iness  of  the  demo- 
crats to  do  this,  and  arrange  it  to  our  perfect  satisfac- 
tion.’ I quote  here  from  our  leading  friend  at  the 
south.  Such  is  the  course  which  I recommend,  and 
which  you  can  pursue,  or  not,  according  to  your  real 
attachment  to  the  administration.” 

**#*## 
“Look  out  for  my  leader  of  to-morrow  as  an  indi- 
cation and  regard  this  letter  as  of  the  most  strict  and 
inviolate  confidence  of  character.” 

I make  no  comment  on  this  letter,  nor  read  the 
other  parts  of  it:  a lime  will  come  for  that.  It  is  an 
original  and  will  keep,  and  will  prove  itself.  I 
merely  read  a paragraph  now  to  show  with  what 
justice  ihe  person  who  was  in  the  department  of 
stale  when  its  300  newspapers  in  its  pay  w'ere  thus 
atiacking  the  men  of  peace,  now  sets  up  for  the 
character  of  pacificator! 

[Mr.  Calhoun — Does  he  intend  to  say  that  I ever 
w rote  such  a leltei.? 

Mr.  Benton— \ read  it.  I say  nothing. 

Mr.  Calhoun— I never  wrote  such  a letter  as  that. 
IVIr.  Benton — 1 have  not  said  so. 

Mr.  Calhoun — 1 take  this  occasion  to  say  t'lat  I 
never  exercised  the  slightest  influence  over  that  oa- 
per.  1 never  had  the  slightest  coni.exion  with  it.*  X 
never  was  a subscriber  to  it,  and  1 very  raiely  read 
it.  ■' 

Mr.  Benton— It  was  the  work  of  one  of  the  organs 
of  the  administration,  not  John  Jones;  and  Uie  in- 
struction was  lollowed  by  three  hundred  newspapers 
m the  pay  of  the  department  of  state.] 

I have  now  finished  what  1 proposed  to  pay  at  this 
lime,  m relation  to  the  authorship  of  this  war  I 
confine  myself  to  the  official  words  and  acts  of  the 
sei.alor,  and  rely  upon  them  to  show  that  he  and  not 
Mr.  Polk  is  the  author  of  this  calamity.  But,  while 
presenting  him  as  Ihe  author  of  the  war,  I do  not 
believe  that  war  was  his  object,  but  only  an  inci- 
d»nt  to  his  object;  and  that  all  his  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  the  admission  of  Texas  relers  itself  to  the 
period-  of  our  presidential  elections,  a d to  some 
connexion  with  those  elections.  Tlius,  in  May 
1836,  when  he  was  in  such  hot  and  violent  haste  lor 
immediate  admission,  the  election  of  that  year  was 
iiiipendmg,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  the  democratic  can- 
didate; and  if  the  Texas  question  could  then  have 
been  brought  up,  he  might  have  been  shoved  aside 
just  as  easily  as  ho  was  in  1844.  This  explains  his 
activity  in  1836. 

In  1840,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  was  a 
sort  ol  a supporter  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  mi^ht 
have  thought  that  one  good  luin  deserves  anolh'er’ 
and  so  nothing  was  said  about  Texas  at  that  election 
—dangerous  as  was  the  least  delay  lour  years  be- 
fore: and  this  may  explain  the  inactivity  ol  1840  

The  election  was  coming  on,  and  the  senalor  Irom 
South  Carolina  was  on  the  turl  himself,  and  then  the 
Texas  question,  with  all  its  dangers  and  alarms 
which  had  so  acconiniodalingly  postponed  them- 
selves for  seven  good  years,  suddenly  woke  up;  and 
with  an  activity  and  vigor  proportioned  to  its  lone 
repose.  Instant  admission  at  ail  hazards,  and  at  the 
expense  of  renewing  hostilities  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  and  involving  the  United  States  in  them  be- 
came indispensable— necessary  to  our  own  saIvLiioii 
—a  clear  case  of  sell-delence;  and  then  commenced 
all  these  machinations  which  ended  in  the  overthrow 
ol  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Clay  lor  the  presidency 
and  in  producing  the  present  war  wiih  Mexico-  but 
without  making  the  senalor  president.  And'  this 
may  explain  his  activity  in  J844.  Now,  anoiher 
presirlenlial  eleclion  is  approacliing;  and,  i|  mere  is 
any  truth  m the  rule  which  interprets  certain  gentle- 
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men’s  declarations  by  their  contraries,  he  will  be  a 
candidate  a;£ain',  and  this  may  explain  the  reason  of 
the  production  of  that  sti  ing  of  resolutions  which  the 
senator  laid  upon  the  table  last  week;  and  upon 
which  he  has  required  us  to  vote  instantly,  as  lie  did 
in  the  sudden  Texas  movement  of  1836,  and  with 
the  seme  magisterial  look  and  attitude.  The  Texas 
slave  question  has  gone  by — the  Florida  slave  ques- 
tion  has  gone  by — there  is  no  chance  for  it  now  in 
any  of  its  old  haunts:  hence  the  i eces^ty  for  a new 
theatre  of  agitation,  even  if  we  have  to  go  as  far  as 
California  for  it,  and  before  we  have  got  California. 
— And  thus,  all  the  senator’s  conduct  in  relation  to 
Texas,  though  involving  his  country  in  war,  may 
have  had  no  other  object  than  to  govern  a presiden- 
tial election. 

Our  northern  friends  have  exceeded  my  hopes  and 
expectations  in  getting  themselves  and  the  Union 
safe  through  the  Texas  and  slave  questions,  and  are 
entitled  to  a little  repose.  So  far  from  that,  they 
are  now  to  be  plunged  into  a California  slave  ques- 
tion, long  belore  it  could  arise  of  itself,  if  ever. — 
The  string  of  resolutions  laid  on  the  table  by  the  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  is  to  raise  a new  slave 
question  on  the  borders  of  the  Pacific,  which,  upon 
his  own  principles,  cannot  soon  occur,  if  ever.  He 
will  not  take  the  country  by  conquest — only  by  treaty 
— and  that  treaty  to  be  got  by  sitting  out  the  Mexi- 
cans on  a line  of  occupation.  At  the  same  time  he 
shows  that  he  knows  that  Spanish  blood  is  good  at 
that  game,  and  shows  that  ttiey  sat  it  out,  and  fought 
it  out,  for  800  years,  against  the  Moors,  occupying 
half  their  country. 

By  the  by,  it  was  only  700;  but  that  is  enough,  lOO 
years  is  no  object  in  such  a matter.  The  Spaniards 
held  out  700  years  against  the  Moors,  holding  half 
their  country,  and  300  against  half  of  the  other  half; 
and,  what  is  more  material,  whipped  them  both  out 
at  the  end  of  the  time.  This  is  a poor  chance  for 
California  on  the  senator’s  principles.  His  five  re- 
giments would  be  whipped  out  in  a fraction  of  the 
time;  but  no  matter;  men  contend  more  violently  for 
nothing  than  lor  something;  and  if  he  can  get  up  a 
California  slave  question  now,  it  w ill  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  a reality,  even  if  the  question  should  ne- 
ver  arise  in  point  of  fact 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  been  wrong 
in  all  this  business,  from  beginning  to  ending — wrong 
in  1819,  in  giving  away  Texas — wrong  in  1836,  in 
his  sudde.t  and  hot  haste  to  get  her  back — wrong  in 
all  his  machimitions  for  bringing  on  the  Texas  ques- 
tion ill  1844 — v\  rong  in  breaking  up  the  armistice 
and  peace  negotiations  between  Mexico  and  Texas 
— wrung  ill  secretly  sending  the  army  and  navy  to 
fight  Mexico  while  we  were  at  peace  with  her — 
wrong  in  stcrelly  appointing  the  president  of  Texas 
president  general  ol  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  w iUi  leave  to  fight  them  against  a power  with 
whom  we  were  at  peace — wrong  in  writing  to  Mex- 
ico that  he  took  Texas  in  view  of  all  possible  conse- 
quences, meaning  war — wrong  in  secretly  ottering 
Mexico,  at  the  same  time,  ten  millions  of  dollars  to 
hush  up  the  war  which  he  had  created — wrong  now 
in  relusirig  Mr.  Polk  three  millions  to  aid  in  getting 
out  of  llie  war  which  he  made — wrong  in  throwing 
the  blame  of  this  war  of  his  own  making  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Polk — wrong  in  his  retreat  and  oc- 
cupation line  of  policy — wrong  in  expelling  old  Fa- 
ther Kitchie  Irom  the  senate,  who  worked  so  bard 
for  him  during  the  'I'exas  annexation;  and  more 
wrong  now  than  ever,  in  that  string  of  resolutions 
wtiich  he  has  laid  upon  the  table,  and  in  which,  as 
Sylla  saw  in  the  young  Cmsar  many  Mariuses,  so  do 
1 see  in  them  many  nullifications. 

in  a picture  of  so  many,  and  such  dreadful  errors, 
it  is  hard  to  specify  the  worst,  or  to  dwell  upon  any 
one  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest;  but  there  is  one  fea- 
ture in  tills  picture  of  enormities  which  seems  to  de- 
mand that  distinction:  I allude  to  the  pledge  upon 
which  the  armistice  and  the  peace  negotiations  be 
tween  Mexico  and  Texas  were  broken  up  in  1844, 
and  those  two  countries  put  back  into  a state  of  war, 
and  ourselves  involved  in  the  contest.  The  story  is 
biiifly  told,  and  admits  of  no  dispute.  The  letter  of 
the  I7ih  of  January  is  the  accusing  record,  from 
which  there  is  no  escape.  Its  awlul  words  cannot 
be  read  now,  without  freezing  up  the  blood.  “It  is 
knowfl  to  you  that  an  armistice  exists  between  Mex- 
ico and  'lexas,  and  that  negotiations  for  peace  are 
now  going  on  under  the  mediation  of  two  powerlul 
sovereigns,  mutually  friendly.  II  we  yield  to  your 
solicitations  to  be  annexen  to  the  United  States,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  we  shall  draw  upon  our- 
selves a Iresh  invasion  from  Mexico,  incur  the  im- 
putation of  bad  faith,  and  lose  the  friendship  and  re- 
spect ol  the  two  great  mediating  powers.  Now  will 
you,  in  the  event  of  our  acceding  to  your  request, 
step  between  us  and  Mexico,  and  take  the  war  ott’ 
our  hands?”  This  was  the  letter,  and  the  terrible 
question  with  which  it  concluded.  Mr.  Upshur,  to 


whom  it  was  addressed,  gave  it  no  answer.  In  the 
forty  days  that  his  life  was  spared,  he  gave  it  no  an- 
swer. Mr.  Nelson,  his  temporary  successor,  gave 
it  an  answer;  and.  speaking  for  the  president  of  the 
Uniteu  Slates,  positively  refused  to  lake  annexation 
on  the  condition  proposed.  This  answer  was  sent 
to  Texas,  and  put  an  end  to  all  negotiation  for  an- 
nexation. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  came  into  the 
department  of  ."tale,  procured  the  reversal  of  the 
president’s  decision,  and  gave  the  pledge  to  the 
whole  extent  that  Texas  asked  it.  Without,  in  the 
least,  denying  the  know  ledge  of  the  armistice,  and 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  and  all  the  terrible  con- 
sequences whi'  h were  to  result  from  their  breach, 
he  accepts  the  whole,  and  gives  the  fatal  pledge 
which  his  predecessors  had  refused,  and  follows  it 
up  by  sending  our  troops  and  ships  to  fight  a people 
with  w hom  we  were  at  peace — the  whole  veiled  by 
the  mantle  of  secrecy,  and  pretexted  by  motives  as 
unfounded  as  they  were  absurd.  Now,  what  says 
morality  and  Christianity  to  this  conduct?  Certain 
ly,  if  two  individuals  were  engaged  in  strife,  and 
two  others  should  part  them,  and  put  them  under  an 
agreement  to  submit  to  an  amicable  settlement:  and 
wh.le  the  setliemenl  was  going  on,  another  man,  ly- 
ing behind  a hedge,  should  secretly  instigate  one  of 
the  parties  to  break  off  the  agreement  and  renew  the 
strile,  and  promises  to  lake  the  fight  off  his  hands  if 
he  did:  what  would  morality  and  Christianity  say  to 
this?  Surely  the  malediction  of  all  good  men  would 
fall  upon  Ihe  man  who  had  interfered  to  renew  the 
strife.  And  if  this  would  be  the  voice  of  all  good 
men  in  the  case  of  mere  individuals,  what  would  it 
be  when  the  strife  was  between  nations,  when  the 
renewal  of  it  was  to  involve  a third  nation  in  the 
contest,  and  such  a war  as  we  now  have  with  our 
sister  republic  of  Mexico?  This  is  the  question 
which  now  presents  itself  to  the  moral  sense  of  the 
civilized  world,  in  judging  the  conduct  of  the  sena- 
tor Irom  South  Carolina  in  writing  that  letter  of  the 
Ilth  of  April,  1844,  aggravated  by  now  throwing 
upon  another  the  blame  of  a war  for  which  he  then 
contracted. 
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DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE,  FEBRUARY  25,  1847. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  rose  to  address  the  senate  with 
unfeigned  reluctance  upon  a subject  which  had  been 
long  under  debate,  and  had  occupied  the  gifted  minds 
of  many  able  and  eloquent  members  of  that  body. — 
But  it  had  drawn  into  discussion  great  and  exciting 
questions,  as  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  devo- 
ted altention  of  members  and  the  crowd  that  con- 
stantly thronged  the  galleries.  What  is  the  cause  of 
the  war  which  exists?  Who  brought  it  on?  How 
shall  we  escape  from  it?  Is  it  a war  carrieil  on  for 
the  conquest  of  territory?  If  territory  shall  be  ac- 
quired, w hat  shall  be  done  with  il?  Shall  it  come 
under  our  jurisdiction  without  conditions,  or  shall 
conditions  be  made  in  regard  to  slavery?  Ail  these 
questions,  great  and  exciting  in  their  character, 
have  been  opened  for  consideration,  and,  said  Mr. 
D.,  however  strong  may  be  my  inclinations  to  leave 
the  debate  to  others,  1 feel  that  I have  no  right  to 
lake  counsel  of  them.  The  lime  has  come  to  speak, 
and  I shall  do  it  in  all  frankness  and  sincerity.  1 
cannot  discuss  all  these  topics,  but  I shall  touch  upon 
the  leading  facts  and  circumstances  which  surround 
some  of  them,  and,  that  there  may  be  no  cause  for 
misapprehension,  1 will  state  in  the  outset  that  1 have 
been  ready  at  all  times,  and  am  ready  now,  to  fur- 
nish men  and  money  without  stint  or  measure,  il 
necessary  to  defend  the  couetry;  nor  would  I stop  in 
such  a contingency  to  inquire  by  whom  or  how  the 
war  was  brought  on;  but  while  1 make  this  avowal, 
candor  compels  me  to  add  that  there  is  a wide  dif- 
ference between  a war  prosecuted  for  the  conquest 
of  territory  and  a war  for  the  defence  of  our  homes 
and  firesides. 

When  congress  declared  w'ar  to  exist  on  the  13th 
of  May  last  the  emergency  was  represented  as  so 
great  and  pressing  that  there  was  neilheir  lime  lor 
debate  nor  even  to  read  the  documents  sent  to  our 
table  by  the  president,  but  we  were  urged  to  forbear 
all  inquiry  until  the  army  was  relieved,  and  at  a fu- 
ture day  to  consider  where  the  responsibility  for 
bloodshed  rested.  That  day  has  now  come,  and  1 
now  propose  first  to  ask  what  has  been  the  cause  of 
this  war?  On  this  poin'  I think  there  is  now  little, 
if  any,  disagreement.  Il  is  admitted  from  all  sides 
of  the  house  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  is  the 
cause.  ’The  question  yesleiday  discussed  by  the 
senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  and  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  was  whether 
the  policy  of  the  latter  or  the  policy  of  President 
Polk  in  regard  to  Texas  was  the  cause  of  the  war. 


[Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  never  admitted  that 
Texas  was  the  cause  of  the  war,  but  he  remarked 
it  might  be  the  occasion  of  it.] 

I adopt,  then,  the  phrase  of  the  senator;  it  was 
the  occasion  of  it,  and  1 see  no  essential  difference 
between  cause  and  occasion.  But,  whether  il  be  ad- 
mitted or  not,  all  the  country  knows  il  is  so,  and  sen- 
ators on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  have  frankly 
avowed  the  fact. 

Why  was  Texas  annexed?  This  debate  has  placed 
this  matter  in  very  clear  and  strong  light.  The  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  C.)  avows  himself 
the  author  of  that  measure,  and  claims  the  laurels 
which  belong  to  that  triumph.  He  slated  distinctly 
that  he  seized  upon  a favorable  moment,  a golden 
opportunity,  that  he  might  perpetuate  slavery  in  that 
republic. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  said  his  object  was  to  prevent  aboli- 
tion in  the  United  Slates.) 

Yes!  to  prevent  it  in  the  United  States  by  perpetu- 
ating slavery  in  Texas.  The  matter  now  stands  on 
a basis  that  every  body  can  comprehend.  There 
are  also  other  reasons  for  the  admission  of  Texas. — 
She  had  a great  number  of  restless  urgent  public 
creditors,  holding  her  paper,  who  saw  little  fiope  of 
obtaining  payment  (rom  an  empty  treasury.  They 
pressed  lor  annexation  with  a zeal  outrunning  that 
of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  C.;)  they 
were  prompted  by  interest  to  find  their  way  to  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

There  was  also  another  passion  at  work.  Mr. 
Tyler  had  embraced  the  idea  that  he  was  to  be  made 
a great  man  by  enlarging  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  his  ambition  (or  honor  and  fame  mixed 
itself  largely  for  the  measure. 

These  combined  elements  worked  together  to  ac- 
complish the  object,  and,  aided  by  the  presidential 
election,  forced  it  to  its  con.summalion;  but  the  parly 
yielded  to  it  more  from  esprit  du  corps  than  from  con- 
viction. 

Mr  Polk  took  the  matter  up  as  it  fell  from  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Tyler.  Mr.  Tyler,  as  a last  and  ex- 
piring act  of  power,  decided  upon  the  alternative 
which  the  resolutions  of  congress  presented,  and 
despatched  a messenger  to  announce  ihe  decision. 
1 heir  course  has  not  only  been  < fficially  approved  by 
the  president,  but  rumor  ascribed  to  him  the  .■same  opi- 
nion at  tiie  time.  If  ihis  be  true  he  stands  in  the  seme 
category  as  Mr.  Tyler,  and  whatever  is  censuranle 
in  the  course  of  the  one  must  be  shared  by  the  oth- 
er. Ttie  resolutions  with  llieir  conditions  were  ac- 
cepted and  approved  by  the  people  of  'Texas. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1845,  congress  met,  and 
the  annual  message,  coniaining  the  views  of  the 
President,  congratulated  the  public  upon  this  great 
peaceable  bloodless  triumph.  The  boundary,  be 
declared,  had  passed  the  cape  of  Florida  and  had 
been  planted  upon  the  Rio  Gramle.  The  army,  he 
said,  had  been  concentrated  at  Corpus  Cbristi,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nueces.  In  the  same  paper  he  ex- 
pre-ses  his  anxious  desire  to  propitiate  Mexico  and 
to  maintain  the  peace  o(  the  two  republics. 

On  the  13lh  of  January  following  an  order  was 
issued  from  the  war  department  requiring  the  com- 
manding officer  to  advance  and  lake  position  upon 
the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte.  At  the  same  lime  the 
squadrons  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the  Pacific, 
which  had  been  previously  ordered  to  those  stations 
were  strengthened.  In  March  the  army  reached  the 
river  and  encamped  opposite  Maiamoros.  There 
was,  in  fact,  a general  movenienl  of  military  and 
naval  forces  up  to  the  Mexican  Ironlier  at  all  points 
of  exposure. 

1 wish  now  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
an  examination  of  the  circumstaneas  which  surround 
these  movements,  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether 
war  was  meditated  and  aggressive  steps  taken  to 
bring  it  on,  that  w e may  be  the  better  able  to  dec  ide 
whether  these  measures,  in  any  view  of  them,  can 
be  considered  as  propitiatory  or  as  designed  to  main- 
tain peace. 

The  first  striking  circumstance  is  a fact  well 
known,  that  a considerable  force  was  and  had  been 
for  a long  time  stationed  at  Matamoros,  and  that  the 
American  army  toe  k position  upon  the  batik  of  the 
river  opposite  to  the  city;  erected  field  works,  will) 
batteries  established  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
demolishing  the  tow  n and  attacking  the  works  oCjho 
Mexicans,  which  were  within  range  of  the  guns. — 
Here  were  two  armies  face  to  face,  with  their  guns 
levelled  at  each  other. 

The  next  ciicuroslance  vthich  attracts  attention  is 
a fact  admitted  on  all  sides.  'I’he  Mexicans  had  ta- 
ken umbrage  at  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  Texas, 
the  Minister  was  recalled,  diplomatic  lelalions  sus- 
pended, and  the  public  mind  known  to  be  greatly 
exasperated  and  inflamed  by  what  that  people  es- 
teemed a violation  of  their  ngiits  as  an  independent 
power. 

The  nexlcircumslanee  which  merits  consideration 
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i«  ihe  \veII-kno«n  farl  that  the  western  bmindarr 
betoren  Texas  and  Mexico  was  and  had  been  a dis- 
puted line;Texas  claimed  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 
denied  that  the  province  was  bounded  by  it.  The 
president,  in  his  message,  admits  this  to  be  a dispu- 
ted line;  the  resol.itions  of  congress  providing  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  recognise  it  as  such,  and 
reserve  it  for  settlement  by  negotiation.  I shall  not 
{0  into  Ihe  question  of  title,  as  ihal  is  unnecessary, 
but  shall  re  slate  a position  which  1 rested  upon 
here  in  May  last  when  war  was  recognised.  Texa-, 
1 affirm,  had  made  no  acquisition  of  territory  ex- 
cept what  she  achieved  by  the  sword.  Her  move- 
ment was  revolutionary,  and  against  the  will  and 
power  of  Mexico;  her  jurisdiction  went  just  as  far 
as  the  sword  cerried  it,  and  not  an  inch  beyonri. 

Texas  has  never  to  my  knowledge  hrougtit  for- 
ward any  other  evidence  of  title  or  boundary  except 
an  armistice  entered  into  by  Santa  Anna  while  a 
prisoner,  in  which  he  agreed,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
armistice,  that  the  Rio  del  Norte  should  be  the  line 
between  the  troops.  This  agreement,  however,  by 
its  own  terms,  was  to  be  submitted  to  each  govern- 
ment, and  sanctioned  before  it  became  obligatory. — 
The  Mexicans  disavowed  it,  and  denied  the  aiilhori 
ty  of  San'a  Anna  to  enter  into  any  binding  stipula- 
tions while  a prisoner.  It  fell,  therefore,  to  the 
ground  by  its  own  terms,  and  left  Texas  where  she 

was,  with  Ihe  rights  of  a conqueror,  and  no  other. 

Texas  could  transfer  to  the  United  States  no  rights 
which  she  did  not  possess.  Had  -he  ever  carried 
her  jurisdiction  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.? — 
Were  her  laws  enforced  and  maintained  there?  D d 
th*  resident  population  acknowledge  or  submit  to 
Ibera.  I think  it  cannot  now  be  questioned  that 
General  Taylor  found  this  valley  in  possession  of 

Mexicans  living  onder  the  laws  of  that  republic 

that  he  fonnd  villages,  farms,  houses,  and  popula- 
tion, from  the  mouth  to  Santa  Fe,  that  had  neither 
known  nor  acknowledged  any  law  or  Jurisdiction 
but  that  of  Mexico.  The  power  of  Texas  had  ne- 
ver reached  or  been  established  in  this  valley. 

What  then  i»  the  rule  recognised  by  nations  in 
regard  to  disputed  boundaries?  That  the  party  in 
possession  shall  remain  so  until  the  que-tioii  is  set 
tied.  This  was  the  rule  enforced  in  regard  to  our 
north-eastern  boundary;  each  parly  held  its  posses- 
sion during  the  controversy,  and  this  was  recognised 
MB  matter  of  right  until  the  question  was  settled  or 
war  declared.  If  it  be  true,  air,  in  point  of  fact, 
(and  I cannot  doubt  that  it  is,J  th.nl  the  Mexicans 
were  and  at  all  limes  had  been  in  possession  of  this 
valley,  then  the  advance  of  the  army  to  dispossess 
them  was  aggressive  and  unjusiitiable  without  a pre- 
vious declaration  of  war. 

The  next  important  fact  is,  that  the  river,  the 
right  to  navigate  o hich  by  the  Mexicans  has  never 
been  questioned,  was  blockaded  and  the  navigaiion 
EuspeiuJed.  All  this  occurred  before  blood  was 
shed. 

Mr.  President,  were  these  propitiatory  pacific 

demonsirations  or  belligerent  in  their  chararler? 

Which  w ere  they  best  calculated  to  promote,  war  or 
peace? 

Could  a collision  be  avoided?  Could  a people,  an 
army,  animaied  by  leelings  already  exasperated, 
bear  palienlly  this  taunt,  this  challenge  Ihi.s  beard, 
ing  of  them  upon  their  own  soil,  and  in  their  own 
homes?  No,  sir,  il  there  w as  a particle  of  patrio- 
tism or  of  Castilian  chivalry  remaining,  conflict  was 
inevitable.  No  course  of  measures  could  wilh  more 
■bsolute  certainty  bring  it  on.  It  came;  blood  was 
shed;  and  1 shall  not  stop  to  inquire  by  whom  the 
first  blow  was  struck,  for  it  is  immaierial.  The 
Mexican  general  said  the  acts  to  which  1 have  re- 
ferred were  hostile,  aggressive,  and  a beginning  of 
wak  1 leave  the  couniry  to  decide  upon  the  justice 
anti  truth  ol  that  remark. 

The  moment  blood  was  shed  the  news  was  des 
patched  to  this  capital  by  express,  the  facts  and  eir- 
eumslances  to  wliicli  1 have  alluded  being  either  un- 
known then  or  impeiftclly  understood.  It  came, 
as  all  such  intelligence  does,  mixed  wilh  exaggera 
tion  and  filled  our  minds  wilh  alarm.  The  Mexican 
force  was  represented  to  be  overwhelmingly  great 
— Ine  army  to  be  cut  off  from  supplies,  and  in  most 
imminent  peril,  requiring  succor  sooner  than  il  was 
possible  to  furnish  il;  in  a word,  the  instant  unh  si- 
laling  action  of  congress  was  demanded  to  rescue 
Uie  troops  from  in  pending  peril  and  the  couniiy 
from  dishonor.  A message  came  Irom  the  execulne 
corroborating  these  slalemenis,  and  a bill  was  hum 
ed  through  ihe  liouse  of  representatives  declaring 
that  "ar  existed  by  the  act  of  Aiexico,  and  coni,  r- 
ring  the  po  er  to  raise  fifiy  thousand  volunteers  and 
to  burrow  ten  million  of  dollais.  The  intelligence 
received,  so  lar  as  contained  in  public  documents, 
was  brought  into  this  chamber,  but  we  wt-re  not 
permilled  to  hear  a word  oi  it  read,  ami  all  debate 
aad  delay  were  most  earueatly  deprecated.  Seualurs 


on  this  side  of  the  chamber,  one  and  all,  expressed 
H eir  readiness  to  afford  relief,  in  the  most  prompt 
and  effectual  manner,  to  the  army,  hy  voting  siippliri 
to  any  extent  for  that  purpose.  But.  as  we  had  no 
reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
commencing  hostilities,  we  entreated  that  the  sub 
jecis  might  he  separated.  We  saw  no  occasion  for 
deciding  ii  star.ter  by  whose  act  this  first  bio  v was 
tiruck,  and  thought  a declaralion  uflhat  description, 
carrying  wilh  it  momentous  consequences,  might 
be  deferred  until  we  had  seen  the  evidence  upon  our 
table.  All  this  was  urged  in  vain,  the  majority  were 
iiiexeratade,  and  no  choice  wai  left  but  to  vole  for 
or  against  the  bill  as  it  was.  The  result  is  well 
know'n.  The  screw  was  placed  upon  congress,  and 
a turn  given  to  it  by  these  irresistible  circumstances 
which  substantially  endorsed  the  conduct  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  sanctioned  a usurpation,  an  exercise  of 
the  war  making  power  oy  the  president. 

All  this  train  of  events,  to  exciting  and  so  full  of 
momentous  consequences,  up  to  Ihe  lime  of  passing 
this  act,  occurred  wtiile  congress  were  in  session. — 
The  constitution  wisely  confides  to  congress  alone 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  and  yet  we  were  invol- 
ved in  one  without  the  advice,  consent,  or  knowl- 
edge  of  that  body,  and  while  it  was  in  session.  No 
intimation  or  hint  was  given  to  us  by  the  author  of 
these  measures  that  the  remotest  danger  of  a rupture 
existed. 

The  senator  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Souli)  seems  to 
think  that  the  president  is  in  some  degree  relieved 
from  the  responsibility  which  these  facts  impose 
upon  him,  because  lliere  was  a vague  rumor  here, 
known  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Dela- 
ware, that  the  army  had  been  ordered  to  advance, 
which  they  believed  to  be  a perilous  step.  He 
thinks  it  was  the  duty  of  the  senator  from  Delaware 
to  have  moved  in  the  matter  upon  this  uncertaia  in- 
telligence; and  I beg  to  ask  what  he  would  do  or 
how  he  could  act  with  effect?  and  whether  the  tact 
that  he  had  heard  such  a rumor  and  omitted  to  re- 
monstrate, relieve.s  in  the  slightest  degree  the  presi- 
dent from  his  responsibility?  Suppose,  instead  of 
vague  uncertain  rumor,  we  had  bad  certain  reliable 
inlormation — suppose  the  course  of  the  president, 
instead  of  being  secret,  had  been  open  and  notorious, 
is  il  the  less  objecliunable,  or  is  his  responsibility 
diminished?  Not  at  all.  It  is  a question  of  consti- 
tutional right,  and  if  the  president  has  brought  on  a 
war  without  authority,  he  has  little  cause  to  com- 
plain that  the  senator  from  Delaware  did  not  protest 
against  his  course. 

An  open  declaration  of  a purpose  to  do  an  unlavr- 
ful  act  lurnishes  no  apology  lor  it. 

But  the  senator  from  Louisiana  seems  to  me  to 
labor  under  misapprehension,  il  he  supposes  it  is 
an>  part  ol  the  duly  of  a member  here  to  knock  at 
the  presidential  door,  for  the  purpose  of  re.nonstra- 
iion  or  of  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  exe 
cutive  policy,  or  that  a neglect  of  such  offices  im 
plies  any  derilietion  of  duly. 

The  senator  from  Louisana  also  suggested,  for  lha 
purpose  of  relieving  ibe  executive  Irom  his  proper 
r<  sponsihility,  that  Gen  Taylor  had  a discreumi  iii 
itie  selection  of  a post  upon  Hie  Rio  G'aride,  and  Hial 
I e IS  consequently  answi  lable  lorconsequences.  That 
officer  liatJ  iiiblruclnms,  part  of  whicii  only  .re  have 
seen.  He  was  an  exeeut  i J officer,  required  to  cai  rv 
inlo  effect  his  luslruetions  according  lo  their  iiileni 
and  meaning,  and  beyond  Ibis  no  responsibility  can 
attach  to  him,  and  beyond  this  lie  bad  no  discretion. 
Did  he  exeeute  his  orders  lo  the  satisfaction  of  the 

president  wlio  gave  lliein?  Does  any  one  doubt  il.? 

Will  any  one  be  old  enough  to  affi,  m ibat  the  presi 
dent  disapprores  ol  his  taking  position  at  Alalamorus? 
Has  any  one  dared  whisper  a word  ol'  censure  for 
selecting  this  position.  The  president  has  in  many 
lonus  approved  ol  Hus  execution  of  hi«  order.  He  lias 
at  all  liine.v  acquiesced  in  il;  he  has  in  many  ways  re- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  the  general  and  has  twice 
promoted  him  for  his  bravery  and  good  conduct.  Alter 
tiiese  repeated  approvals,  it  is  manileslly  too  late  lo 
throw  upon  that  gallant  and  distinguished  officer  the 
responsibilly  which  attaches  to  that  movemenl;  and 
il  there  be  blame  for  selecting  that  position  his  skirts 
are  free  from  it. 

But  sir,  to  return  to  the  question  which  1 was  dis- 
cussing. 'I  hese  lads  and  circumstances  lend  sirong- 
ly  lo  prove  that  the  president  meditated  hostilities, 
and  by  Ins  own  course  ol  policy  brought  on  the  war, 
although  he  had  expressed  his  anxiety  lo  propitiate 
Alexico  and  lo  maiolalri  peace.  'I'hese  are,  howev* 
er,  other  lads  closely  coniieded  with  tins  injury 
which  1 ought  not  to  pass  oniioticeu. 

A Air.  AJaiks,  a consular  dignitary  from  the  United 
Stales  lo  Alatatiiui'os,  in  Sepleinber,  1845,  wrote  a 
letter  to  Gen.  J .,  w tiicli  was  published  iii  the  iievvs- 
l^apc  IS  and  lias  been  read  in  llllsdiamber.  He  slates 
that  he  had  several  Intel  new  s wiiii  Arista,  Hie  Mex- 
ican cumuiaiider,  aud  ifiis  officer  bad  given  him  as* 


urances  Ihal  the  Mexican  government  were  anxious 
to  ailju-t  the  question  of  boundary,  and  oilier  difficul- 
ties hy  negotiation;  and,  in  order  lo  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  that  purpose,  he  was  authorized  and  ready 
to  enler  into  an  agreement  lo  remain  with  his  troops 
on  the  west  hank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with  liberty  to 
send  out  parties,  not  to  exceed  two  tiundred  men  at 
a lime,  as  far  as  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  to  hold 
the  Iinlians  in  subjection,  and  that  Gen.  Taylor 
■ huiild  remain  on  the  Nueces,  wilh  a like  lib-rty  to 
send  detachments,  if  nei  essari,  as  far  as  the  same 
Arroyo  Colorado.  This  disiind,  definite,  and  reason- 
able proposition  was  sent  to  the  president  and  sub- 
mitted lo  his  consideration.  He  had  avowed  his 
wish  to  propitiate  lha  .Vlexicans,  ami  hit  anxiety  to 
seHlo  all  existing  diH'erencaa  by  an  amicable  treaty; 
and  hero  was  a proposal  lo  lake  the  first,  llie  grea- 
test and  most  sure  step  towards  it,  by  tranquillizing 
the  military  frontier  and  putting  an  end  to  all  cnaiice 
of  conflict.  If  this  arrangement  had  been  entered 
into,  It  was  next  to  iinpossihle  that  hostile  deinoa- 
strations  should  occur.  Now,  sir,  what  was  dona 
when  the  ooor  was  opened,  bidding  the  president  to 
enler  and  put  an  end  lo  controversy  by  a friendly 
agreemeni?  Nothing.  The  propcsilion,  as  far  as  I 
know,  was  not  regarded  as  worthy  of  consideration. 
No  reply  has  been  made  lo  it,  or  notice  taken  of  it 
lo  this  day;  and  thus  the  opportunity  of  suspending 
all  hostile  demonstration  was  lost.  The  senator  from 
Michigan  (Mr.  Cass)  attempted,  as  i thought,  the 
other  day,  to  cast  suspicion  upon  this  transaction, 
and  to  throw  discredit  upon  Mr.  Marks  and  his  state- 
ment, intimating  that  it  was  unfounded.  [Mr.  Case 
was  understood  to  disavow  such  a purpose.] 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Marks  is  unitnuwn  lo  me,  but 
he  is  represented  to  have  discharged  the  lunctioris  of 
a consul  at  Matamoros,  at  a period  antecedent  to 
these  occurrences,  and  I am  not  prepared  to  believe 
that  a geiilleman  deemed  worthy  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  that  station  would  come  here  with  such  a 
falsehood  in  bis  mouth;  that  he,  or  any  one  else, 
would  dare  to  fabricate  s>  ch  a stalement,  when,  if 
the  government  did  what  he  had  a right  lo  exepet 
and  believe  they  would  do,  act  upon  his  inlormation, 
the  first  muvemeiil  would  delect  the  lalsily  of  the 
siatement.  No,  sir,  men  of  ordinary  sagacity 
are  not  quite  so  short-sigbled  as  this;  nor  is  it  ad  pro- 
bable that  one  ol  cun>uUr  dignity  would  hold  himself 
quite  so  cheap  as  the  sugge.-tion  implies.  1 lake  it, 
however,  that,  if  suspicion  fias  existed,  it  lias  passed 
away,  and  we  may  rely  upon  the  lads  as  slated; — 
aiid.ifibe  president  has  disregarded  this  friendly 
proposition  llial  he  might  bold  the  army  in  readinesi 
lo  n.ake  hostile  demonstraliuns  in  support  of  another 
plan  ol  policy,  then  he  must  be  held  accountable  for 
a reckless  lemerily. 

1 am  aware  (said  Mr.  D.)  of  the  reply  which  will 
be  aileinpled  in  justification  ol  the  course  pursued. 
It  w ill  be  said  that,  about  the  time  w ben  this  inlur- 
madoii  Irom  AJaiks  was  received  at  the  department 
of  slate,  inforinalioii  ol  a Uesiie  Ki  negoliale  was 
received  tliiougb  another  channel — trie  consul  at 
AJexico.  Tlie  uiflerence  oelvveen  ihe  propositions  is 
most  material;  that  ol  Mr.  Black  looks  only  to  nego- 
goliale,  lo  be  taken  up  at  so.i.e  lulure  day  , and  leaves 
out  of  sight  the  great  and  ail  important  coiisidei aiiun 
ol  lianquillizing  the  miluary  li  onlier,  and  placing  il 
on  a looting  lo  prevent  oulore  ks  Horn  exa-peialed 
Keling.  Aiisla  was  douulless  aulborized  to  do  Hus, 
and  why  was  it  not  done?  I'lic  sending  ol  an  envoy 
to  Alexico  to  treat  geiieially,  in  no  lespecl superse- 
ded the  emergency  which  existed  lor  Hus  ariaiige- 
meiil.  'I'liis  emergency  was  i.i  iiiedidte  and  pressing, 
and,  if  the  |)iesidenl  desired  peace,  bow  could  it  lail 
lo  be  acceptanle?  Did  the  president,  w hen  be  dii- 
palclied  Air. Slidell,  medit  le  using  me  army  lor  hos- 
lile  demonsli aliuiis  to  aiu  Hie  argumeiils  of  tus  nego- 
tiator, and  to  assist  in  lecoiiclliiig  ibe  iMexicans  la 
part  wltli  a portion  ol  their  couniry;  aiij,  ttieiefore, 
neglected  lo  comply  vvitli  the  proposition  of  Arista? 
We  shall  see  wheiher  this  armistice  w as  unsregarded 
for  this  reason  when  we  trace  succeeding  events  a 
lillle  lurtlier.  The  queslioii  will  arise  whether  Hi# 
president,  belore  he  depalctied  that  envoy,  had  not 
resolved  that  the  rejection  ol  Air.  Slidell,  if  it  occur- 
ed, should  be  the  final  issue,  and  that  a rujiluie  should 
follow  rl,  whatever  might  be  Ibecircums  ances  under 
» liicli  It  should  be  nidue.  il  be  bad,  that  will  ac- 
eouiil  fur  tus  neglect  to  nolice  Arista’s  proposition, 
and  lor  his  retaining  Hie  power  lo  advance  tlic  army. 

r.  Slidell  arnved  in  AJexico;  and  1 cannot  so  well 
dcsciibe  the  distracted  stale  ol  Hung,  wliicn  be  lound 
existing  Ibeie  as  by  leaning  u passage  or  two  Irom 
the  message  ol  the  presldeul  oi  Hie  lltli  ol  AJay, 
184b: 

‘■Air.  Slidell  arrived  at  Vera  Ciuz,  on  the  ilUtli  of 
November,  and  vv as  courteously  received  by  ine  au- 
Hioritics  ulUialcUy.  IJUI  Hie  guvei  nmclil  ol  Gen. 
Heneia  was  tlicn  Lolteiinglo  Us  tail.  file  revulu- 
Hviuary  parly  had  seized  upon  Hit  Texas  quesiiou  la 
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• ffect  or  hasten  its  overlhrow.  Its  delermination  to 
restore  I'rieiidly  relations  with  the  United  Slates,  and 
to  receive  our  minister,  to  negotiate  fdr  the  settle- 
ment of  this  question,  was  violently  assailed,  and 
was  made  the  great  theme  of  denunciation  against 
it.  The  government  of  general  Herrera,  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe,  was  sincerely  desirous  to 
receive  our  minister:  but  it  yielded  to  the  storm 
raised  by  its  enemies,  and,  on  the  21st  December, 
refused  to  accredit  Mr.  Slidell  upon  the  most  frivo- 
lous pretexts.” 

The  government  of  Herrera,  well  inclined  to  us, 
was  tottering  to  its  fall.  This  very  question,  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  was  the  great  and  exciting  topic 
of  controversy  amongst  the  people,  it  is  evident 
that  Herrera!s  government,  in  the  midst  of  this  con- 
flict, and  in  the  inflamed  state  of  public  opinion, 
could  not  bring  the  question  of  negotiation  into  con- 
sideration under  auspices  which  promised  suscess  by 
the  exercise  of  a dispassionate  judgment.  Paredes; 
with  his  confederates,  pressed  upon  the  government, 
and  aggravated  the  difficulties  which  existed  by  in- 
creasing the  storm  of  resentment.  Now,  what  course 
el  policy  would  the  exercise  of  a calm,  deliberate, 
dispassionate  judgment  sanction  under  such  extraor- 
dinary circumstances.'’  Would  it  propose  measures 
likely  to  aggravate  rather  than  allay  the  hostile  spir 
it  which  prevailed?  The  circumstances  manifestly 
demanded  lime  for  reflection,  for  consideration,  for 
reason  to  resume  her  empire  over  passion.  Time 
and  moderation,  in  every  point  of  view,  were  the  ex- 
pedients which  most  strongly  recommended  them- 
selves as  the  wisestand  best  means  by  which  the  end 
desired  was  to  be  attained.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised 
that  Mexico  was  deeply  wounded  and  thought  her- 
self to  be  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  acted  upon  thai  conviction.  What  did 
Mr.  Slidell  do  in  ths  state  of  excitement,  anarchy, 
and  revolution?  How  did  he  deal  with  a government, 
as  the  president  says,  sincerely  desirous  of  receiving 
the  minister?  He  insisted  upon  immediate  and  un- 
conditional reception,  though  he  saw  Herrera  and 
his  friends  sinking  under  the  weight  of  the  pres- 
sure which  this  question  brought  upon  them;  and 
when  their  government,  admitted  lobe  well  disposed 
to  peace,  was  finally  constrained,  by  the  circumstan- 
ces which  surrounded  it,  to  decline  receiving  an  en- 
voy, declaring  it  was  not  their  purpose  to  re-establish 
full  pacific  relations  until  the  Texas  difficulty  was 
adjusted  by  a commissioner  ad  hoc,  he  denounces  in 
strung  terms  the  event,  and  employs  the  language 
which  I will  read  from  his  letter  of  December  27: 

“Of  one  thing,  however,  I feel  assured:  that,  after 
what  has  occurred,  should  any  concession  be  made 
by  our  government,  if  any  American  minister  pre- 
sent himself  here  without  an  unqualified  retraction, 
by  whatever  party  may  succeed  in  the  present  con- 
test, of  Mr.  Pena  y Pena’s  note  of  the  20th  instant,  he 
will  come  on  a bootless  errand.  The  desire  of  our 
government  to  secure  peace  will  be  mistaken  for 
timidity;  the  most  extravagant  pretensions  ivill  be 
made  and  insisted  upon  until  the  Mexican  people 
shall  be  convinced,  6y /lostilc  demonsirnliows,  that  our 
ditlereiices  must  be  setiled  promptly,  eitrier  by  nego 
lialioii  or  the  sword.” 

li  seems  to  be  admitted  that  Herrera  had  no  pow- 
er to  lollow  his  inclinations,  but  was  forced,  by  the 
ciicumstaiices  which  surroun'led  him,  to  decline  the 
reception.  'Phis,  at  any  rale,  is  the  documentary 
account  of  the  matter,  as  furnishtd  to  us  by  the 
piesideut.  Yet  ibis  is  looked  upon  as  an  insult  by 
Mr.  fcslidcli — a flagrant  breach  of  faith — for  whi  h 
repai aliun  should  be  exacted.  Nay,  he  thinks  any 
luanilestdlioiis  oi  a desire  lor  peace  on  our  part  will 
be  mist., ken  for  timidity;  anu  that  the  only  effectual 
arguiiieiii  with  the  Mexicans  will  be  hostile  demon- 
slraiioiis — hostile  denauiisli  ations  and  notliiiig  else 
willeflecl  ail  adjusiment. 

This  letter  is  oated  on  the  27lh  of  December.— 
Now,  let  us  turn  to  the  president’s  message  ol  the 
llih  ol  May,  and  see  what  account  he  gives  of  the 
advance  ol  Itie  army: 

“ J his  lorce  was  concentrated  at  Corpus  Christi, 
and  remained  lliere  until  after  1 had  received  such 
inlormaiioii  Iro  /.  Mexico  as  rendered  it  probable,  if 
not  certain,  that  the  Mexican  goveriimeiil  would  re- 
fuse to  receive  our  envoy.” 

The  order  to  move  upon  the  Rio  Grande  is  dated 
the  I3U1  ol  January  following,  leaving  a space  of 
filtecn  days,  excluding  the  days  of  the  dates,  a period 
so  ^ho^l  as  to  lender  il  most  probable  that  the  presi- 
dent had  not,  when  the  order  was  issued,  seen  the  let- 
ter ol  Jvlr-  Slidell;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  man- 
liest proof  of  an  underslaiuJing  between  them — a co- 
•iicidence  of  opinion  which  cannot  be  mislaken. — 
Both  were  for  hostile  demonstrations.  Mr.  S de- 
lares  it  to  be  tne  only  efleclual  aigumeiu,  and  the 

3„lent  advances  the  iro  ,ps  lo  a posilion  where  a 
fiuture  cannot  be  avoided,  riial  such  a rupture 
vas  anticipated  is  rendered  very  clear  by  many 


points  of  the  correspondence  which  were  read  by 
the  senator  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans;)  but,  while 
I shall  not  reiterate  them,  I will  refer  t'l  a single  re- 
mark of  the  secretary  of  stale,  in  a letter  to  .Mr.  Sli- 
dell dated  the  28th  of  the  same  January  which  has 
not  been  read: 

“Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  own  dis- 
cretion. In  general  terms,  I may  say  that  you  should 
lake  care  to  act  with  such  prudence  and  firmness 
that  It  may  appear  manifest  to  the  people  of  the 
Uniled  Stales,  ajid  to  the  world,  that  a rupture  could 
not  bo  honerably  avoided.” 

Putting  all  these  circuiastances  and  opinions  toge- 
ther, can  It  be  doubted  that  a rupture  was  meditated? 
—that  a forward  movement  of  the  forces  was  made 
to  intimidate  Mexico,  or  to  bring  on  a coufiict^  Can 
there  he  a reasonable  doubt  that  a preconcerted  plan 
existed  to  make  the  rejection  of  the  minister  a pre- 
text for  this?  The  President  saw  the  confused  state 
ol  things  in  Mexico,  the  powerless  condition  of  Her- 
rera and  his  ministers,  and  their  utter  inability  to  ac- 
complish any  thing.  These  were  somewhat  trouble- 
seine  facts  to  deal  with.  The  public  would  see  that 
no  offence  was  intended,  and  that  tne  true  interests 
of  the  country  demanded  time  and  forbearance;  that 
these  might  do  much  to  bring  about  a reconciliation, 
while  measures  of  violence  would  tend  to  aggravate 
the  exasperation  which  existed.  I shall  give  no 
character  lo  this  instruction  from  the  secretary  of 
stale,  but  leave  it  to  the  public  to  judge  whether  this 
admonition  to  Mr.  Slidell  to  take  care  and  place 
things  upon  a fooling  so  that  it  should  appear  mani- 
fest to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  and  to  the 
world  that  a rupture  could  not  be  honorably  avoided, 
is  not  another  proof  that  a rupture  was  anticipated 
— nay,  already  concocted  and  arranged?  The  thing 
was  to  be  so  contrived  and  arranged  as  to  leave  the 
odium  upon  Mexico.  The  odium  for  what?  For 
refusing  to  receive  the  minister.  This  country,  tlien, 
was  to  be  involved  in  a war  because  a government 
well  inclined  to  peace,  but  tottering  to  its  fall  in  a 
revolution,  declined  in  respectful  language  to  receive 
a minister,  alleging  a difl'erence  of  opinion  between 
them  and  the  United  States  as  to  the  proposition  to 
treat.  They  said  they  had  not  agreed  to  receive  a 
minister  or  to  restore  full  and  complete  amicable  re- 
lations, but  to  receive  a commissioner  to  treat  of  the 
difficulties  which  concerned  Texas.  Such  an  envoy 
they  avowed  their  readiness  to  receive.  This  propo- 
sition the  President  declared  to  be  inadmissible, 
though  every  body  can  see  that  if  the  Texas  difficul 
ties  could  be  adjusted  all  others  must  necessarily  fol- 
low. Now,  sir,  I shall  not  contend  that  the  decision 
of  the  government  of  iMexico  is  characterized  by 
wisdom,  or  that  it  does  not  merit  reproof;  and  yet  I 
do  not  see  that  any  thing  effectual  could  have  been 
done  until  the  excitement  and  prejudice  which  exist- 
ed had  subsided.  But  is  it  a suitable  cause  of  war? 
Did  it  authorize  the  president  to  take  matters  into 
his  own  hands,  and,  during  the  session  of  congress, 
to  make  hostile  demonstrations  which  must  end  in  a 
rupture  and  bloodshed?  Is  the  rejection  of  a minister 
cause  of  war?  Does  any  international  code  of  law 
establish  such  a doctrine?  Is  il-any  where  maintain- 
ed that  a neglect  or  refusal  to  enter  upon  negotia 
tions  is  a cause  of  war?  These  are  occurrences 
which  often  happen,  and  they  may  be,  as  they  usually 
are,  proof  of  an  unfriendly  disposition;  but  il  is  not  a 
violation  of  right  which  justifies  bloodshed. 

But  the  secretary  of  stale,  in  the  same  letter,  says 
if  the  minister  is  rejected  “it  will  become  the  duly 
of  the  president  to  submit  the  whole  matter  lo  con- 
gress.” Yes,  his  duty,  and  il  was  his  duty;  for  con 
gress  alone  has  the  power  to  determine  the  final  is- 
sue. Why  was  il  not  so  submitted?  Why,  instead 
of  doing  this,  was  Mexico  surrounded  with  armed 
forces?  Why  was  the  army  ordered  lo  point  its  guns 
into  a city,  and  lo  menace  an  encamped  force,  and  to 
blockade  a river? 

Did  the  president  fear  that  congress  would  hesitate 
to  make  hostile  demonstratioH?  Did  be  fear  its  pa- 
cific character,  and  that  he  should  lose  the  glory 
of  a war  and  the  renown  of  acquiring  new  terri- 
tory? 

Sir,  the  president  reiterated  the  accusations  against 
Mexico  for  spoliations  upon  our  trade  in  his  message 
of  184.5.  Ho  again  spread  them  over  two  thirds  of 
a tediously  elaborated  message  at  the  opening  of 
this  session,  and  what  notice  lias  congress  taken  of 
them?  None.  They  have  been  treated  as  causes  ol 
war  by  the  president;  but  all  these  arguments  have 
fallen  upon  dull  ears.  Congress  has  at  no  lime  ma- 
nifested the  least  disposition  to  treat  these  mailers  as 
cause  of  war.  And  why?  Because  Mexico  has  ne- 
ver refused  to  adjust  them.  On  the  contrary,  every 
body  knows  that  a large  portion  of  these  claims  were 
actually  adjusted,  liquidated,  the  payments  arranged, 
and  partly  made;  that  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
residue  was  agreed  upon  by  a treaty  made  by  the 
late  minister,  Mr.  Thompson,  which  treaty  was  rati- 


fied by  the  senate,  with  amendments,  which  wero 
submitted  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  assuran- 
ces given  that  they  should  be  acted  upon  by  the  pro- 
per aiitliority.  . The  president  could  not  flatter  him- 
self for  a moment  that  congress  coulyl,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  involving  the 
country  in  a war  for  such  a cause.  And  if  the  indig- 
nity of  the  rejection  of  the  minister  had  been  super- 
added,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  congress 
would  have  been  equally  obdurate  and  equally  insen- 
sible to  the  indignity,  if  the  proposition  were  to 
redress  sijeh  a grievance  by  a declaration  of  war. — 
Congress,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  slow  to  punish 
such  crimes,  if  crimes  they  are,  with  bloodshed, — 
They,  I trust,  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  resort  to 
such  a mode  of  redress  is  reserved  only  for  great 
emergencies,  for  the  punishment  of  wrongs  which 
cannot  be  endured  or  overlooked. 

Such  being  the  state  of  things,  the  president  could 
have  no  war  unless  he  made  it  himself;  and  this  mu^t 
have  been  as  obvious  to  him  as  to  others.  If  this 
were  his  view  of  the  matter,  w'e  can  understand  why 
no  arrangement  was  made  with  Arista;  for  hostile 
demonstration  or  a rupture  could  not  be  made  with- 
out the  army.  We  can  see  a reason  for  disregard- 
ing that  proposition,  and  retaining  the  power  to 
move  the  army  upon  Mexico  to  meet  another  con- 
tingency. 

But  why  should  the  president  be  instrumental  in 
bringing  on  a rupture?  Why  should  he  meditate 
war?  What  motive,  said  a senator  from  the  other 
side  of  the  chamber,  can  he  have  lo  involve  us  in 
war? 

He  came  into  power  upon  the  Texas  question. — 
He  was  for  immediate  unconditional  annexation,  and 
this  secured  both  his  nomination  and  election.  But 
the  glory  of  annexation  was  divided  with  Tyler.— 
He  mounted  the  horse  which  that  politician  had  pre- 
pared, and  won  the  race.  Is  it  improbable,  after 
this  proof  of  success,  that  his  mind  might  have  cast 
forward  into  the  future;  that  in  the  dim  outline  of 
conjecture  he  saw,  or  fancied  be  saw,  prospects  of 
renown — his  own  name  emblazoned  by  extending  the 
boundaries  of  the  country?  Might  he  not  imagine 
that  a war  for  territory  would  be  popular?  That  the 
lust  of  dominion  was  so  overpowering  among  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  would  sanction  any  act,  however  gross 
and  immoral,  forgetting  its  turpitude  under  the  influ- 
ences of  gratification  at  acquirement?  Is  it  not  possible 
that  among  the  motives  to  a rupture  with  Mexico  he 
may  have  considered  them  a weak  distracted  people, 
torn  by  factions,  warring  among  themselves,  in  a 
constant  state  of  revolution,  destiiute  of  resources, 
and  apparently  incapable  of  a united  patriotic  effort 
to  defend  the  country?  May  be  not  have  contrasted 
our  own  strength,  condition,  resources,  and  ambition 
for  enterprises  with  theirs,  and  reached  the  conclu- 
sion that  in  a contest  il  would  be  the  strong  against 
the  weak,  the  united  and  powerful  against  the  feeblo 
and  divided?  In  his  visions,  may  he  not  have  seen 
all  this,  and  meditated  upon  the  natural  inference  that 
the  hazard  would  be  small,  while  the  renown  might 
be  great?'  What  could  better  or  more  completely  sa- 
lisly  his  ambition  than  to  have  his  name  descend  to 
posterity  identified  with  the  acquisition  of  the  third 
or  the  half  of  an  empire? 

But,  sir,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  agitation  concerning 
Texas  had  scarely  begun  to  subside,  before  Califor- 
nia began  to  be  thought  necessary  for  our  conveni- 
ence. ( We  needed,  as  the  senator  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Corwin)  emphatically  expressed  it,  more  room.  Some 
began  to  think  more  harbors  were  needed  for  our 
commerce;  others  that  we  needed  a broader  front 
upon  the  Pacific;  others  that  California  was  destined 
for  the  Anglo-Saxon  race; others  that  in  about  a cen- 
tury we  should  be  so  crowded  that  this  region  would 
be  indispensable.  But  these  were  chiefly  the  loose 
and  soaitered  suggestions  of  the  press,  tending  how- 
ever, to  exhibit  some  proofs  of  a public  opinion.— 
After  we  got  into  a war,  there  was  less  of  disguise 
and  concealment,  and  the  objects  for  which  it  was  to 
he  prosecuted  became  too  manifest  to  be  misappre- 
hended. A message  was  laid  before  us  on  the  8lh 
of  August,  which  was  admitted  to  be  intended  to  pre- 
pare the  way  lor  the  acquisition  of  territory.  This 
was  the  character  given  to  it  by  those  who  were  au- 
thorized to  speak  lor  the  president.  But,  sir,  with- 
out dwelling  upon  ihese  proofs,  the  annual  message 
IS  unequivocal.  It  demands  indemnity  lor  the  ex- 
penses ol  the  war  thus  brought  on  by  the  President. 
We  are  now  discussing  a bill  appropriating  money  to 
make  a peace.  The  chairman  of  the  committee, 
with  manly  frankness,  when  he  urged  us  to  give  lo  it 
our  support,  declared,  in  unequivocal  terms,  that  the 
object  IS  lo  acquire  territory,  and  seemed  to  think,  if 
he  limited  his  views  lo  Upper  California  and  New 
Mexico,  he  manifested  great  moderation.  He  inti- 
mated that  these  provinces,  constituting,  in  geogra- 
phical extent,  proDably  one- third  of  the  republic, 
might  be  received  as  satislaotory  for  a war  of  nine 
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5(,,M  >h-  ii  • I ' V.  ' - I !lii»  He  uioilfira'i'iti  an  I 

maitiaMiiiii  >.  h<->  loiig,  Mr.  President,  will  it  take 
to  absorb  all  Mexico  i.s  an  inilemnit}.> 

Mr.  President,  I have  not  time  to  pursue  an  exa 
mination  of  these  facts,  hut  I am  obliged  to  infer, 
from  the  history  of  events  us  they  have  been  develop- 
ed, that  the  (ire>ident  had  no  disinclination  to  a war; 
that  it  was  brought  on  by  the  indulgence  of  ambi 
tious  hopes,  contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  and  is  prosecuted  for  the  conquest  of 
territory. 

Now,  sir,  I will  turn  my  attention  to  the  spit  it 
which  has  been  exhibited  in  the  prosecution  of  it. 

No  sooner  hart  congress,  under  the  pressure  of  the 
circun.atances  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  recognised 
the  war  as  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  relieved  the  presi 
dent  from  the  piessure  of  responsibility  which  rested 
upon  him,  than  s shout  went  through  the  country 
that  the  army  would  now  plant  our  flag  upon  the 
halls  of  the  Montezumas  and  dictate  a peace  in  the 
capital  of  Mexico.  It  was  declared  that  the  war 
would  be  at  an  end  in  sixty  days — in  ninety  days  at 
the  furthest.  Such  was  the  infatuation,  and  such  the 
prevailing  folly,  that  it  was  believed  to  be  enough,  it 
the  power  and  means  to  carry  on  a war  were  given, 
to  bring  dislracled  Mexico  in  humility  to  onr  feet 
to  sue  for  a peace.  Men,  money,  every  thing  ha> 
been  granteu  w ith  houiidless  ; rofusioii,  and  ten 
months  have  rolled  away,  while  there  is  neither  peac< 
nor  any  signs  of  peace. 

Another  shout  went  forth  at  the  same  time  that 
“we  would  conquer  peace.”  This  became  such  a 
favorite  phrase  that  it  nut  only  graced  the  press  eve- 
ry where,  but  has  embellished  grave  stale  papers, — 
“Conquer  a peace.”  And  ivhatis  Ihat.^  I'he  sena 
tor  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Butler)  said  the  other 
day  that  he  hardly  knew  what  it  meant.  But,  sir.  I 
have  never  felt  any  doubt  on  that  point.  The 
words  themselves  convey  a very  significant  and  obvi- 
ous meaning,  which  is  neil  enough  characterized  by 
Iho  dramatist: 

“Lay  on,  Macduff; 

And  damn’d  be  him  that  first  cries,  hold,  enough.” 

Lay  on  till  the  enemy  i,-  subdued;  bring  him,  hum- 
bled and  powerless  lo  y our  leet,  and  then  dictate  your 
own  terras  of  seitlement.  Discard  all  thoughts  of 
amicable  arrangemenl;  draw  the  sivord  and  fling 
away  the  scabbard;  rely  upon  power  and  brute  force 
alone,  for  the  strongest  can  overcome  the  weakest; 
ond  subjugate  him,  extorting  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  we  please.  This  is  conquering  a peace,  and 
this  the  rule  advocated  in  this  Christian  age  and  in 
Ibis  Christian  land.  Perhaps  the  avowal  and  main- 
tanance  of  this  system  of  warfare  has  an  object  which 
is  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  acquisition.  1 have 
understood  that  it  is  a lundan.enlal  provision  of  the 
organic  law  of  Mexico  that  the  integrity  of  the  ler- 
riiory  shall  be  sacredly  maintained,  and  that  public 
offieers  take  an  oath  lo  that  effect.  If  so,  there  is  no 
power  in  the  goiernmeiit  to  dismember  the  territory  . 
II  this  be  so,  (and  it  is  so  slated,)  then,  if  territory 
must  be  hao,  and  a peace  is  not  lo  be  made  without 
it,  the  peace  must  be  conquered  and  the  concession 
extorted.  '1  his  is  what  is  called  prosecuting  a war 
vigorously  to  obtain  a peace.  And,  Mr.  President, 
are  men  and  money  voted  lo  carry  out  such  schemes 
ol  ambition  by  such  means? 

1 come  now  to  the  measure  under  consideration,  a 
bill  appropriallBg  three  millions  of  do'lars.  And, 
Mr.  Pi  esidciil,  why  is  this  grant  demanded?  The  pre- 
sident now  has  all  the  physical  lorce,  all  the  revenue, 
and  as  much  lunds  by  loans  as  he  has  asked.  Is  not 
this  enough  lo  tonquer  a peace?  Aiusl  the  money 
power  be  employed  us  a separate  and  distinct  means 
of  coriquennfc?  Must  the  enemy  be  bought  up.?— 
Must  we  who  vaunt  our  power  to  plant  the  flag 
upon  the  halls  ol  the  Montezumas,  who  scorn  any 
peace  but  one  which  is  conquered,  laflick  for  it,  and 
eblain  it  by  bargain  upon  tonsideralioii?  1 make 
these  inquiries  because  1 am  at  a loss  to  comprehend 
how  the  money  is  to  employed.  It  is,  says  the  bill, 
lo  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  president,  not  to  buy 
land,  not  to  support  the  army  and  navy,  for  we  have 
already  provided  lor  that;  but  to  delray  extraordinary 
expenses.  Yes,  extraordinary  expenses!  And  this 
i.s  all  llie  clue  which  we  have  as  to  the  disposition 
proposed.  Lxlraordiiiary  expenses  covera  very  wide 
range  ol  disci euon,  but  Uie  purchase  of  territory 
would  iiaidly  lall  within  the  terms  “extraordinary 
expenses.”  I be  chairman  of  the  comniiltee  tells  us 
there  is  some  evidence  ol  the  necessity  ol  the  appio 
prialioii  wliicli  he  is  not  at  liberty  lo  publish,  but  be 
ventures  to  suggest  that  it  may  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  viexico  and  disbursed  lo  pay  and  sup)dy  the 
army.  Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.)  this  may  be  done; 
and  a singular  mode  of  conquering  a peace  it  would 
be,  lo  support  Ibe  army  ol  an  enemy!  The  supporl, 
however,  may  not  begin  nil  a peace  is  made.  What 
need  then  ol  any  army?  for  what  purpose  is  it  lo  be 
kept  up?  It  was  broadly  bmleU  here  last  summer 


that  the  army  was  thus  to  be  secured  lo  intcresls  of 
ihe  United  States,  and  to  he  employed  lo  maintain 
such  a treaty, acquired  by  conquering  a peace,  against 
Ihe  people  of  Mexico  If  there  be  any  loundatioii 
for  this,  and  it  costs  three  millions  this  year,  how 
long  is  the  exi.;ency  to  continue,  and  what  are  we  to 
pay  next  year  and  the  years  following?  How  long 
will  a peace  made  upon  such  a plan  last?  It  matters 
not  whether  the  money  is  paid  lo  the  army  or  a mi 
liiary  chieftain.  If  it  goes  to  set  up  a transfer  against 
Ihe  will  of  the  people,  it  can  only  be  maintained  by 
force.  Aad  can  any  policy  be  more  incongruous,  or 
le.ss  in  harmony  wiiti  our  confederacy,  than  lo  com- 
(lel  an  unwilling  people  lo  belong  to  it.  The  founda- 
tion of  our  sy  3te«i  resis  on  voluntary  association  and 
ran  he  maintained  no  longer  than  it  receives  the 
nearly  and  cordial  support  ol  the  people  associaied 

Mr.  Fresideiil  have  w e no  hope  ol  peace  except 
from  this  species  ol  traffic,  which  would  be  alike 
disgraceful  to  the  buyer  and  seller? 

But  another  question  has  been  made  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  territory  may  be  obtained.  Like  the  loot 
pads,  we  have  fallen  into  a quarrel  about  the  division 
ol  plunder  before  it  isacquired.  Shall  such  terrilury, 

II  acquired,  Cl  ine  under  our  jurisdiction  w ilh  or  with- 
out I oiidilions  in  regard  lo  slavery?  This  has  been 
Healed  as  a great  and  excitii.g  topic.  One  parly 
maiiiiains  that  no  coiidilion  can  righll'ully  he  imposed, 
and  the  oilier  inaiiitains  that  slavery  shall  not  be  al- 
lowed. 1 shall  frankly  state  the  positions  which  1 
ihiiik  can  be  sustained,  but  shall  enter  into  no  rea 
soiling  upon  the  subject,  as  1 fear  that  1 have  too 
long  occupied  the  alleiilion  of  the  senate. 

First,  I hold  that  if  the  power  of  this  government 
can  be  invoked  and  its  money  employed  to  annex 
territory  lo  promote  and  extend  the  interests  of  the 
slaveholders,  then  it  lolluws  as  a necessary  conse- 
quence, that  the  government  may  impose  conditions 

III  regard  lo  the  toleration  of  slavery.  Its  power  to 
promote  cannot  be  maintained  if  its  pow  er  to  regulate 
or  abolish  oe  denied. 

Seci  nd.  If,  as  has  been  alleged,  where  slavery  is 
loiiiid  to  exist,  it  must  be  continued  because,  it  exists, 
llieii  when  terrilury  is  iree  it  sheald  continue  so  be- 
cause It  is  Iree. 

Third.  It  must  be  known  to  every  one  that  if  free 
termory  is  biougbt  under  ihe  jurisdiction  of  the  U. 
ISiales,  and  slavery  is  permitted  to  be  established 
upon  II,  Ills  extremely  difficult,  it  not  impossible,  to 
exiingui.shed  it,  because  the  rights  lo  property  cannot 
be  divested  without  compensaiiun;  and  new  stales, 
being  generally  feeble  and  poor  when  they  come 
into  Ihe  union,  are  unable  to  grapple  with  it.  This 
ciicumsiance  has  made  four  out  ol  five  of  the  stales 
created  out  of  teiiitory  at  quiied  before  Texas  slave 
stales.  ']  he  Iree  stales  cannot  meet  and  control  this 
practical  operation  so  as  to  place  themselves  upon  a 
looting  of  equality,  except  by  prompt  ai  d early  pro- 
vision excluding  slavery.  If  they  neglect  to  avail 
ibemselves  of  this  power  the  compromises  of  the 
cuiisluution  will  be  utterly  Irustialed. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  1,  at  the  last  session, 
when  a bill  came  Irom  the  house,  which  in  Us  general 
objects  was  similar  Lo  one  now  under  consideratum, 
and  contained  a provision  roslrainiiig  slavery,  resisted 
a motion  to  strike  that  provision  out. 

I his  seemed  lo  loueb  the  organ  of  the  president 
and  us  salellUes  in  a lender  spot,  and  such  a torrent 
01  abusive  invective,  calumny,  and  niisrepreseniatioii 
lias  seldom  been  poured  ujiun  any  devoted  head.— 
Ana  wtial  is  not  a liUle  lemarkaDle,  the  presidential 
i.  orsliij  pels  and  a puition  ol  Uie  abolition  press 
rivellcu  eacn  otliei  iii  culling  choice  words  Irom  llie 
diuliunary  lo  make  ibeir  slanders  the  mure  bald,  ami 
fur  that  reason  the  inon  in.  rediule.  But,  Mr. 
Fresidenl,  these  gratuitous  labors  neither  disturbed 
my  sleep  nor  impaireu  iny  appetite;  and  m_,  only 
mtiiive  now  tor  noticing  tliem  is,  that  the  lads  may 
appeal  as  they  are.  VVlial  was  it  which  gave  rise  to 
iliis  tloou  nl  uelraction?  What  was  it  that  brought 
liiese  extremes  lo  co-operate  lor  common  purpose, 
as  they  did  during  the  canVasS  of  Mr.  Folk,  wtiicli 
UiuilnateU  in  the  annexation  ul  I'exas? 

Ihe  vrime  cucisisled  in  an  eflurt  to  prevent  the 
sinking  irom  the  bill  this  provision  restricting  slave- 
ry. 1 ne  question  then  raised  was  precisely  the  same 
nliicb  has  now  engaged  the  attention  of  distinguish- 
ed minds,  and  has  ueen  represented  lo  be  a matter 
ul  SUCH  momentous  character  as  to  threaten  the  sla- 
uiiity  ul  Ibis  union.  Such  a question  as  tiul  was 
raised  in  the  expiring  moments  ol  the  session,  when 
we  were  overwhelmed  with  other  Dusiness.  Those 
who  object  to  rny  action  maintain  of  course  that 
It  was  our  duty  to  sit  here  and  passively  submit 
111  silence  to  the  decision  ol  such  a question.  1 am 
not  among  those  who  adopt  this  as  a rule  ol  conduct, 
or  uialnlain  Inal  llie  senate  is  a body  lo  register  the 
will  ol  li.e  presidenl.  1 am  nui  answerable  lor  spring- 
ing sucli  a quesliuii  upon  us  in  the  last  mumenls  of  a 
lung  session.  Vv heiher  the  object  was  to  avoid  de- 


bate is  unknown  lo  me,  nnr  do  I make  any  complain* 
on  this  score,  but  if  such  measures  are  brought  for- 
ward at  such  a season,  I acknowledue  no  right  in 
any  one  to  insist  that  they  shall  be  acted  on  in  si- 
lence. 

I had,  as  1 thought,  and  now  think,  great  reason  lo 
believe  that  the  motion  would  prevail;  I cannot  ef 
course  speak  with  certainly,  hut  if  I no  not  mistake 
the  signs  around  us  now  that  opinion  will  proveto 
be  well  founded.  Suppo-ie  it  had  occurred,  and  1 
and  my  colleague  had  wilnessed  it  in  silence, making 
no  effort  to  avert  such  a result,  what  a raounlain 
wave  of  indignation  would  have  been  rolled  upon  us. 

But,  Mr.  Presidenl,  if  the  presidential  organ,  its 
satellites,  or  the  abolition  press,  suppose  that  a mea- 
sure of  this  description  was  to  be  disposed  ol  thus 
summarily  and  in  silence,  they  are  p obably  greatly 
uiislaken,  as  I saw  around  me  unmistakeable  ev  idencs 
that  if  the  floor  had  been  yielded  the  debate  would 
have  been  continued  Great,  however,  as  were  my 
ohjeclKins  to  other  provisionsof  the  bill,  if  the  mover 
bad  withdrawn  his  motion  to  strike  out,  so  far  as 
regards  me,  the  question  might  have  been  taken. 

Now,  sir,  the  whole  lime  absorbed  in  this  matter 
did  not,  I must  tliink,  exceed  fiUeen  or  twenty  mi- 
nutes, and  I have  seen  it  staled  on  the  authority  of 
leporlers  that  1 was  interrupted  nine  times  during 
that  period  by  messages  and  business  from  ihe  house 
of  lepresentatives,  and  probably  as  often  from  other 
causes  The  residue  of  the  time  was  left  to  debate 
a great  agitating  question  which  gentlemen  say  here 
will  shake  this  union  lo  its  very  centre.  This  is  the 
head  and  front  of  my  offending;  and  now,  sir,  if  the 
question  had  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
amendment  and  on  the  bill,  and  if  any  thing  had  been 
done  here  which  required  concurrence  in  the  house, 
it  is  entirely  apparent  that  the  bill  could  not  have 
been  matured  il  a word  had  not  been  uttered.  But 
there  is  one  remaining  matter  upon  which  1 wish  lo 
say  a word.  I slated  to  the  mover,  and  in  good  faith, 
(hat  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  lake  the  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  my  purpose  lo  give  that  opportunity; 
but  unknown  to  me,  and  1 believe  also  to  others,  the 
clock  of  this  chamber  wassome  eight  mirr.ilet  slower 
than  that  of  the  house;  and  at  the  moment  when  I 
was  about  to  yield  the  floor  the  adjournment  of  the 
house  was  announced  by  message.  Mr.  President, 
the  failure  of  the  bill  has  defeated  no  peace,  nor  lelt 
any  cause  of  regret.  1 beg  pardon  of  the  senate 
for  occupying  its  lima  for  a moment  in  a personal 
matter. 

Mr.  President,  one  or  two  matters  remain  for  a 
brief  and  hurried  notice. 

First,  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Gaorgia, 
(Mr.  Bfmen),  which  amoimls  to  a declaralion  that 
the  war  is  not  to  be  prosecuted  by  conquest,  and  the 
United  Slates  are  desirous  of  concluding  a treaty  on 
terms  honorable  to  both  republics,  meets  my  appro- 
bation. 

To  this  I shall  give  a cheerful  support,  under  the 
conv iction  that  it  will  do  more  to  hasten  a peace 
than  all  the  resources  of  the  coumry  employed  in 
waging  war. 

The  Mexican  mind  is  chiefly  inflamed  and  exas- 
perated by  the  belief  that  it  is  our  purpose  to  dis- 
member Ihfcir  territory,  and  take  from  them  a por- 
tion of  their  republic.  A dislinel  avowal  by  con- 
gress would  at  once  allay  that  excitement,  and  change 
the  whole  character  of  the  conlruversy.  Men  would 
no  lunger  believe  Ihein-elves  to  be  coniending  for 
tiieir  homes  and  firesides.  This  obstacle  once  re- 
muvi-d,  in  proul  that  we  are  not  actuated  by  a lust  of 
Ooiiiinioii,  and  nutriing  re  . ains  winch  may  nut  be 
speedily  and  salislactorily  a ijusled. 

1 shall  also  supporl  the  proposition  of  the  house,  if 
uliered,  to  restrain  slavery , riot  that  1 am  desirous  of 
acquii  iiig  territory,  but,  as  I tear  the  war  w-s  brought 
on  lor  that  purpose,  the  executive  may  still  pursue 
that  object,  and  should  Mexico,  for  tue  purpose  of 
making  a final  adjusiment,  volunlarialy  concede  land, 
1 ..  ouki  provide  for  that  contingency.  But  1 am  chiefly 
influenced  in  this  by  another  consideration.  I iliink 
1 lully  understand  the  views  of  the  president  on  this 
question  of  enlarging  our  boundaries.  His  sentiments, 
sympalliies,  and  desires  are  those  of  a slaveholder, 
desirous  ol  giving  permanency  and  perpetuity  to  the 
iMStilutiori.  He  views  the  slave  and  Iree  iiilerests  iu 
many  lespec'.s  as  antagonists,  and  lends  his  support 
and  influence  to  the  former.  1 would  then,  Mr. 
President,  put  an  end  to  the  exertion  of  this  power 
by  destroying  the  mstive.  Pass  this  provision,  make 
the  territory  free,  and  I hesitate  not  to  believe  that 
we  shall  never  hear  of  the  president  lifting  a finger 
to  increase  the  number  of  free  stales. 

If  we  adopt  these  tv.  o amendments,  which  I fear  we 
sliall  not  be  able  lo  do,  we  shall  have  a peace  wilhia 
three  muiilhs,  and  one  that  will  demand  no  armies 
lo  give  lo  It  strength  and  endurance.  There  is  no  dif- 
ficulty 111  bringing  this  war  to  a close  ti  a peace  ii 
desired. 
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The  attack  on  Vera  Cruz. — According  lo  Gen. 
Scott’s  project  it  is  slated,  was  to  have  commenced 
on  the  20tli  of  March,  or  at  the  earliest  possible  day 
thereafter.  The  New  York  Express  stales  “that 
active  preparations  are  making  and  nearly  completed 
at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  in  the  fitting  out  of  two 
vessels,  to  be  used  as  bomb  ketches  in  the  contein- 
plaled  attack.  They  have  been  strengthened  in  every 
possible  way  by  strong  oaken  knees,  secured  by  bolls 
and  screws,  massive  oaken  frake  work,  and  iron 
liraces  running  through  the  vessel,  secured  upon  the 
outer  sides  by  broad  iron  plate.’.  Each  of  the  vessels 
is  to  carry,  besides  guns  of  smaller  caliber,  an  im- 
mense gun  upon  deck  (and  a smaller  one  below) 
weighing  about  eight  tons,  and  which  will  throw 
shot  or  shells  of  ten  inches  diameter  a distance  of 
of  three  and  a half  miles.  It  is  calculated  they  will 
be  at  Vera  Cruz  ready  for  service  by  the  1st  of 
April.” 

The  U.  States  bomb  ketches  .Etna  and  Slromboli, 
commanded  by  Captains  G.  J.  Van  Brunt  and  W.  S. 
VValker,  are  to  sail  from  Boston  for  the  gulf  in  a few 
days. 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  period  of  attack 
had  been  somewhat  delayed.  Gen.  Scott  left  Brazos 
for  the  point  of  action  about  the  18lh  February. 

The  new'  sloop  of  war  Gtrmanlown,  lately  launch- 
ed at  Ptiiladelphia  and  since  filled  out  at  Gosport,  on 
the  lOlh  instant  was  lowed  by  the  steamer  Engineer 
to  the  anchorage,  and  will  sail  in  a few  days. — 
Whether  for  the  gulf  or  for  the  Pacific,  we  are  not 
confident.  Commander  Franklin  Buchanan,  late 
superintendent  of  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis, 
commands  her. 

The  following  vessel.’  the  N.  Y.  Herald  says,  will 


compose  the 

squadron  llial  will  attack  Vera  Cruz: — 

Line  ship 

Ohio,  Capl.  Stringham 

74  guns. 

Frigate 

Potomac,  Capl.  Aulic 

44 

tl 

i( 

Raritan,  Capt.  Forrest 

44 

tt 

Sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  Capl.  McCluney  20 

It 

(( 

St.  Mary’s,  Capl.  Saundeis 

20 

tl 

i( 

Albany,  Capl.  Breese 

20 

It 

it 

Decniur,  Com.  Pinckney 

16 

(( 

Brig  of  war 

Porpoise, , 

10 

it 

Perry, , 

10 

Schr.  of  war 

Bonita, , 

1 

ti 

Reefer, , 

1 

II 

<( 

Petrel,  Lieut.  Shaw 

1 

If 

tl 

Tampico,  Mid.  Perry 

1 

II 

(t 

Nonata,  Mid.  Smith 

1 

II 

Steamer 

Mississippi,  Com.  Perry,  paix 

. 10 

»l 

It 

Princeton,  Capt,  Engle 

9 

It 

4t 

Spitfire,  Capl.  Tattnall 

3 

tt 

tl 

Vixen,  Capl.  Sands 

3 

tt 

II 

McLean,  Capt.  Howard 

3 

ti 

Union,  Capt  Rudd 

4 

It 

II 

Alleehany,  Capl.  Hunter 

10 

tt 

It 

Hunter,  Lieut.  McLaughlin 

6 

tl 

»t 

Petriia, — , 

6 

tt 

tl 

Srorpion,  Com.  Bigelow,  64  pr.  1 

II 

Scourge,  Lieul.  Hunter  “ 

1 

Store  ship 

Relief,  , 

6 

It 

Supply, . 

2 

tt 

Fredonia. 

2 

Bouib  ketch 

Slromboli,  Cum.Wa'.ker,  85 

prl 

44 

-Etna,  Com.  Van  Brunt,  “ 

1 

** 

tt 

Vesuvius, , “ 

2 

It 

Hecla, , “ 

1 

<1 

Eleclra, , “ 

1 

Sloop 

Manner,  

1 

Cutler 

Forward,  Capt.  Nones 

6 

Total  nu  nber  of  guns 

324 

■ UtlNESS  CIRCLES. 


Winter,  according  to  the  almanac,  has  left  us, 
but  “lingering  in  the  lap  of  spring,”— quits  us  reluc- 
tantly. We  have  snow  this  morning. 

"The  ice  crop,"  will  be  a profitable  one  to  the 
north,  this  season.  Baltimore  will  have  to  import 
some  for  summer’s  consumption,  and  but  little  has 
been  secured.  . , 

The  western  and  central  rivers  are  opening  and 
trade  will  soon  be  renewed  upon  their  waters. 

The  Ohio  is  in  fine  boatable  order.  A number  of 
canal  boats  were  sunk  by  the  storm  on  the  27lh  ult., 
and  several  lives  lost. 

Western  and  southern  merchants  have  reached 
the  importing  cities,  and  are  now  making  their  pur- 
chases. Goods  are  plenty  and  cheap,  and  the  pre- 
sent prices  of  produce  enable  the  trader  lo  deal  lo 

advantage.  . 

M St.  Louis,  Feb.  17. -The  upper  rivers  still 
closed  by  ice,  and  though  open  at  ^he  city,  water 
w as  low  —6  leet  only  in  the  channel.  Flour  11,UUU 
bblssold  during  the  week,  that  deliverable  at  the 
city  ranging  from  $4,50  to  $5,00.  Wheal  80  els., 


corn  25  000  bushels  deliverable  in  city  at  55  cts. — ' 
Freights;  flour  to  N.  Orleans  75  cts;  weight  freights, 
30  cts  per  100  lb. 

February  19 — The  Missouri  river  breaking  up  and 
ice  disappearing  as  far  as  Jeflerson  city — steamboats 
preparing  to  go  up  to-morrow.  The  Mississippi  riv- 
er open  as  Hamburg  but  water  very  low. 

Terre  Haute — Indiana,  on  the  Wabash  river, 
corn  is  selling  at  20  cts  per  bush.;  wheal  50  cents, 
rye  30,  potatoes  25  lo  37.  salt  $3,25  per  bushel.  No 
wonder  they  want  the  Wabash  canal  finished. 

Legal  interest  in  Missouri — By  an  act  passed  by  the 
last  legislature  just  adjourned,  six  per  cent,  instead 
as  authorized  by  their  charter,  is  fixed  as  the  rate 
which  banks  and  insurance  companies  are  authorised 
in  future  lo  change.  The  corporations  are  consulting 
wl. ether  to  contest  the  act  as  a violation  of  the 
charters. 

Flour. — The  stock  on  hand  at  New  York  has  fal- 
len below  50,000  bbls.;  $6  has  been  paid  for  flour 
deliverable  there  in  May. 

At  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  $6  is  now  obtained 
with  difficulty;  at  Pittsburg  4 a 4,12. 

An  act  providing  for  the  building  of  four  naval  steam- 
ship and  the  employment  of  twelve  mail  steamers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
»f  the  United  States  of  ,dmerica,  in  congress  assembled, 
'I'hat  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  lo  cause  lo  be  built  and  equip- 
ped four  first  class  sea  going  steamships,  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that 
one  million  of  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  secretary  ol  the  navy  to  accept,  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
proposals  of  E.  K.  Collins  and  his  associates,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  submitted  to  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, and  dated  Washington,  March  sixth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  Stales  mail  between  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool, and  to  contract  with  the  said  E.  K.  Collins  and 
his  associates  for  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  slipu- 
laiiuns  therein  contained,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  steam, 
'hips  to  be  employed  by  the  said  E.  K.  Collins  and 
his  associates  in  the  transportation  of  the  U.  Stales 
mail  between  New  York  and  Liverpool  shall  be  con- 
structed under  the  inspection  of  a naval  constructor 
in  the  employ  of  the  navy  department,  and  shall  be 
so  constructed  as  to  render  them  convertible,  at  the 
least  possible  cost,  into  war  steamers  of  the  first 
class;  and  that  each  of  said  steamers  shall  receive  on 
board  lour  passed  midshipmen  of  the  U.  Slates  navy, 
who  shall  serve  aa  watch  ofiicers,  and  be  suitably 
accommodated  without  charge  to  the  government; 
and  the  said  steamers  shall  also  receive  on  board  and 
accommodate,  without  charge  to  the  government, 
one  agent,  to  be  appointed  by  the  postmaster  general, 
who  shall  hove  charge  of  the  mails  to  be  transpor- 
ted in  said  steamships. 

Sec.  4.  >dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
imniedialely  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  he 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  lo  contract, 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales, 
with  A.  G.  Sloo,  of  Cincinnati,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  Untied  States  mail  from  New  Yoik  to 
New  Orleaii.",  twice  a month  and  back,  touching  at 
Charleston,  (if  prai  licable,)  Savannah  and  Havana, 
and  from  Havana  lo  Chagres  and  back,  twice  a 
month.  The  said  mail  lo  be  transported  in  steam- 
ships of  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  Ions  burden, 
and  propelled  by  engines  of  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand horses  pov^er  each,  to  be  constructed  under  the 
superintendence  and  direction  of  a naval  construc- 
tor in  the  employ  of  the  navy  deparlnient,  and  lo  be 
so  consliui  ted  as  to  render  them  convertible,  at  the 
least  possible  expense,  into  war  steamers  of  the 
first  class;  and  that  the  said  steamships  shall  be 
commanded  by  officers  of  the  United  Stales  navy 
not  below  the  grade  of  lientenant,  who  shall  be  se- 
lected by  the  contractor,  with  the  approval  and  cen- 
sentof  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  who  shall  be 
suitably  accommodated  without  charge  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Each  of  said  steamers  sliall  receive  on 
board  four  passed  midshipmen  of  the  United  Stales 
navy,  who  shall  serve  as  watch  ofiicers,  and  be  sui- 
tably accomnioiiated  without  charge  lo  the  govern- 
ment; and  each  of  the  said  steamers  shall  also  le- 
ceive  on  board  and  accommodate,  without  charge  lo 
the  government,  one  agent,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
postmaster  general,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the 
nisils  lo  be  transported  in  said  steamers:  Provided, 
Vhe  secretary  of  the  navy  may,  at  his  discretion, 
permit  a steamer  of  not  less  than  six  hundred  tons 
burden,  and  engines  in  proportion,  to  be  employed 


in  the  mail  service  herein  provided  for  between  Ha- 
vana and  Chagres.  Provided  further,  that  the  com- 
pensation forsuch  service  shall  not  exceed  $200,0110, 
and  that  good  and  sufficient  security  be  required  for 
the  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  con- 
tract. 

Sec.  5.  ,^nd  be  i(  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  tbe  secretary  of  the  navy  to  contract,  on 
behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Panama  to  such 
port  as  he  may  select  in  the  territory  of  Oregon, 
once  a month  each  way,  so  as  to  connect  with  the 
mail  from  Havana  to  Chagres  across  tbe  isthmus; 
said  mail  to  be  transported  in  either  steam  or  sail- 
ing vessels,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  practicable 
and  expedient. 

Sec.  6.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  provide,  in 
the  contracts  authorised  by  this  act,  that  the  navy 
department  shall  at  all  times  exercise  control  over 
said  steamships,  and  at  any  time  have  the  right  to 
take  them  for  the  exclusive  use  and  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  to  direct  such  changes  in  their 
machinery  and  internal  arrangements  as  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  may  require;  due  provision  being 
made  in  the  said  contracts  for  the  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  proper  compensation  to  the  contractors 
therefor. 

Deserters  from  the  armt. — As  the  bounty  for 
enlisting  is  increased  in  amount,  the  number  of  at- 
tempts to  obtain, tbe  bounty  by  abandoned  characters, 
with  a view  of  swindling  the  public,  will  increase 
in  full  propoelion. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  United  States,  has 
advertised  rewards  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
over  $33,300  for  arresting  1,011  deserters  from  tbe 
U . S.  army. 

The  Irish  legion. — El  Republicano  of  Mexico  has 
the  following; 

“We  had  the  pleasure  on  Sunday  last  of  seeing 
a company  of  American  deserters,  principally  Irish, 
reviewed  by  his  excellency  thegeneral  in  chief. 
They  are  perfectly  aimed  and  equipped,  and  are 
on  the  point  of  departure  lor  Tula.  This  com- 
pany have  made  a peculiar  standard  for  them- 
selves, on  one  side  of  which  is  seen  the  national 
coat  of  arms,  with  the  motto,  “Long  live  the 
republic  of  Mexico.”  On  the  other  side  is  a figure 
of  St.  Patrick,  their  patron.  These  brave  men 
who  have  abandoned  one  of  the  most  unjust  of  cau- 
.•>es  lor  the  purpose  of  defending  the  territory  of 
their  adopted  country,  will  find  in  the  Mexicans,  a 
frank  and  loyal  heart,  open  and  hospitable;  and  be- 
sides, a just  and  ample  recompense  lor  their  merited 
services. 

Argentine  republic. — Buenos  Ayres  papers  to 
the  12ih  December  nave  been  received  at  N.  York. 

The  N.  York  Sun  says:  Messrs.  Brent  & Graham, 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
returned  from  Paraguay,  being  unsuccessful  in  their 
efiorts  lo  adjust  tbe  dispute  between  that  state  and 
the  Argentine  confederacy.  Gen.  Lopez,  the  dicta- 
tor of  Paraguay,  had  agreed,  however,  lo  suspend 
hostilities  lor  the  present.  He  is  united  with  iho 
Brazilian  monarchy  in  an  effort  to  separate  the  slates 
north  of  the  rivers  Plata  and  Parana  from  the  Union, 
and  thus  throw  open  the  navigation,  as  demanded  by 
England  and  France.  The  constitutional  government 
of  Uraguay,  under  Gen.  Oribe,  has  abolished  slave- 
ry, which  may  have  an  important  influence  upon  its 
present  struggle  wilh  the  monarchists  under  Rivera. 
— The  latter  had  been  inactive  for  some  time.  We 
observe  that  a better  feeling  is  evinced  between  the 
Argentines  and  the  English  and  French,  which  looks 
like  an  early  peace. 

Montevideo. — Monlevidean  papers  to  January  2d, 
contain  an  account  of  the  capture  ot  Paisaiidu  by 
Ruera,  commauder  in  duel  ul  the  iVIontevIdeaii 
lot  CCS.  Paisandu  was  tield  by  a garrison  of  600  or 
700  men  in  the  interest  ol  General  Oi'ibe,  (who  is 
lucked  and  supported  by  the  government  of  Buenos 
Ayres,)  all  of  wlwm  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 
— Orihe  was  formerly  president  ot  the  Monlevidean 
republic  but  was  forcibly  supplanted  by  General  Ri- 
vera. He  then  fled  lo  Buenos  Ayres,  raised  an  ar- 
my, and,  wilh  the  assistance  of  the  latter  power,  baa 
been  endeavoring  ever  since  to  recover  his  lost  au- 
thority. 

Brazil,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jan.  28,  1847- 

The  present  year  opens  wilh  very  lavorable  pros- 
pects lor  Brazil,  as  the  empire  has  enjoyed  perlect 
tranquility  lor  the  last  twelve  months,  and  an  im- 
provement ill  the  financial  afiairs  of  the  country  hai 
taken  place.  , 

We  legiet  to  slate  that  afi’airs  at  the  river  Elate 
remain  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition,  and  that 
hostilities  have  recommenced  between  the  forces  ol 
Oribe  and  Rivera. 
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(UilNEiS  CIRCLES. 

The  canals  are  all  opening  to  the  spring  trade. — 
The  routes  of  thoroughfare  are  crowded  with  business 
men.  Hotels  are  full  of  company  and  lively  as  bees. 
Warehouses  and  wharves  are  literally  crammed  with 
all  manners  of  packages,  waiting  for  transport  to  eve- 
ry direction,  and  large  quantities  detained  for  want  of 
conveyance  both  for  ttie  interior  and  from  the  inte- 
rior. More  avenues  and  facilities  are  required,  ra- 
pidly as  they  have  been  and  are  being  constructed. 

The  money  markets,  are  in  a healthy  condition  though 
rather  tighter  than  they  were  a fortnight  since. 

The  impression  expressed  in  the  New  York  papers 
is,  that  no  offer  from  abroad  can  be  expected  for 
the  national  loan  in  the  present  delicate  position  of 
monetary  affairs  in  Europe,  and  with  exchange  at  so 
reduced  a rate  as  it  is  now  at.  Our  own  capitalists 
will  no  doubt  take  the  loan, — and  it  would  be  far 
better  for  us  that  they  should  do  so. 

Stocks  continue  to  maintain  fair  rates,  and  without 
serious  fluctuations.  United  States  6’s  of  1856  are 
at  101  3-4. 

Flour,  grain,  and  cotton,  have  all  continued  to 
fluctuate  since  the  last  arrival  from  England,  gradual- 
ly declining  for  a time  after  the  first  fall  on  receipts 

of  that  intelligence  but  reviving  somewhat  since 

But  few  heavy  transactions  are  now  effected,  as  all 
hands  are  waiting  impatiently  for  another  arrival. 

.d<  W.  York  on  the  18th,  Gennesce  Flour  sold  at 
$9,94;  southern,  Baltimore,  Georgetown  $6,50  a 
$6,62  1-2.  Wheat,  Gennesee  prime  white,  161;— 
red  150;  corn,  white  84  a 86;  yellow  80  a 90. 

.41  Baltimore  Flour  $5,87  1-2  a $6;  wheat,  red  1 15 
a 25;  Corn  73  to  78. 

Exchange. — N.  Y.  on  London  is  quoted  at  102  a 
104  1-2;  on  Paris  5f.  43  1-2  a 32;  Bremen  77  1-2. 
Reports  are  circulating  that  even  lower  rates  on  Lon- 
don, say  ] 03,  have  in  ft  w instances  been  submitted  to. 

Freights  have  rather  declined,  though  not  mate- 
rially. 

Bread  stuffs  for  Europe.  From  the  port  of 
New  York  from  th«  1st  to  the  ICih  instant,  50,600 
bbls  of  flour  900,000  bushels  of  grain  of  wbicti 
600,000  .'as  corn,  was  shipped — besides  a considera- 
ble amount  of  corn  meal — mailing  altogether,  when 
reduced  to  grain  measure  an  aggregate  of  twelve 
liundred  tiiousand  bushels — or  75,000  bushels  per 
day,  for  the  sixleen  days. 

From  the  port  of  Baltimore,  from  the  1st  September, 
1846,  to  the  15  h March,  1647  — the  exports  to  fo 
reign  countries,  according  to  custom  house  hooka 
were 

Flour,  340,000  bbls. 

Corn  meal,  45,000  “ 

Wheal,  . 67,000  bush. 

Corn,  627.000  bush. 

Large  quantities  are  in  store  wailing  for  convey- 
ance. Twenty  seven  ships  are  now  in  port  loading, 
and  olhers  are  hourly  expected. 

Freights.  The  demand  for  vessels  to  carry  grain 
and  flour  to  Europe  and  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
to  Mexico,  has  occasioned  revolutions  in  other  line# 
of  business,  very  unlavorable  to  those  concerned  — 
Cotton  and  tobacco  growers  suBer  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  enhanced  rates  of  freight.  To  the  latter  class 
of  agriculturalists  this  is  exceedingly  oppressive, 
prices  being  so  very  low.  The  sugar  and  molasses 
vessels  wc  see  have  been  induced  to  q lit  their  usual 
lines,  for  the  sake  of  higher  freights;  25  and  $2  50 
has  been  recently  paid,  and  $3  is  no.v  demanded  per 
box  for  H.ivana  sugar;  $3  has  been  paid  for  Musco- 
vado. If  farmers  gel  high  prices  for  grain,  they  Will 
have  to  pay  higner  prices  for  many  articles  of  ne- 
cessity. 


The  new  planet.  It  seems  that  Levkrrier,  is  to 
lose  his  title  to  a heavenly  body.  A scientific  Acad- 
emy have  decided  to  have  the  stranger  christened  by 
the  name  of  Neptune,  and  give  to  it  his  trident  as 
its  astronomical  sign. 

Letiieon.—  Dr.  Morion’s  discovery  has  very  ra- 
pidly won  its  way  to  notice  in  Europe,  and  seems  lor 
the  moment  to  have  succeeded  Gun  Cotton  and  Lev- 
erriers  Planet,  in  engrossing  the  public  journals. — 
The  London  Lancet,  the  leading  medical  ami  surgi- 
cal journal  of  Great  Britain,  says: 

"The  discovery  of  Dr.  Morton,  the  hitherto  un- 
known dentist  of  Boston — more  striking  to  the  gen- 
eral than  to  the  scientific  mind — will  undoubtedly  be 
placed  high  among  the  blessings  of  human  knowledge 
and  discovery.  Sulphuric  ether  has  either  long  been 
used  as  an  anti-hysterical  remedy  of  ordinary  power; 
the  Inhalation  of  the  weak  vapor  of  either  was 
known  as  a toy,  and  sometimes  used  by  chemical 
youths  for  more  frolic;  and  it  was  known  also  in  a 
concentrated  stale  as  one  of  the  narcotic  poisons. — 
By  a new  and  happy  application  and  generalization, 
this  drug,  or  toy,  or  poison,  has  been  invested  with 
fresh  powers,  wli'ch  almost  realize  the  fabled  Lalhe. 
From  being  one  of  the  playthings  of  knowledge  il 
has  been  metamorphosed  into  one  of  its  greatest 
triumphs.  It  has  been,  at  one  leap,  transferred  from 
the  pangs  of  toxicology  to  the  late.st  and  almost  the 
fairest  pages  of  the  healing  art.  Thai  its  discover 
should  be  an  American  is  a high  honor  to  our  Irans. 
laritic  brethren;  next  to  the  discovery  of  Franklin,  il 
is  the  setond  and  the  greatest  contribution  of  the  new 
world  to  science,  and  il  is  the  first  great  addition  to  the 
medical  art.'' 

'I’he  London  Times  of  January  21  says: 

“The  importance  of  the  new  discovery  by  means 
of  which  patients  about  to  undergo  surgical  opera- 
tions are  thrown  for  a time  into  a slate  of  insensi- 
bility, is  becoming  more  and  more  acknowledged. — 
The  principal  surgeons  of  all  the  London  hospitals  have 
already  given  in  their  adhesion  to  the  opinion  that, 
properly  regulated,  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of 
ether  is  perfectly  harmless,  and  scarcely  a day  passes 
without  operations  being  performed  on  persons  under 
its  iiifluence.” 

In  Paris  its  reception  is  no  leas  flattering.  There, 
“the  general  opinion  seemed  to  be,”  says  the  report 
o(  the  secretary  of  the  academy  of  sciences,  and  the 
names  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  of 
P.iris  were  given  as  authority  for  this  opinion,  “that 
in  ninely-nine  cases  out  of  a hundred,  complete  suc- 
cess may  be  obtained,  if  proper  inhaling  apparatus 
be  used,  and  the  either  be  pure  and  highly  rectified, 
and  that  with  such  precautions  no  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  in  one  case  out  of  ten  thousand.''’ 

'I'he  American  government  ought  to  bestow  upon 
the  discoverer  of  such  a blessing  a tiundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  a “subscripiion  should  be  set  on 
foot  in  his  behalf,  and  circulated  throughout  cliris- 
tendam.” 


pointmeni,  but  declined  also.  General  Houston,  of 
Texas,  and  General  C«m,  of  Michigan,  are  amongst 
tlie  names  suggested.  We  think  il  not  unlikely  that 
General  Jirmslrong,  of  Tennessee,  now  consul  at 
Liverpool,  will  have  the  oiler  of  a major  general's 
command. 


The  Bomb  Ketch  Slromboli,  was  still  in  Boston 
Harbour  on  Wednesday  last. 

The  Etna  was  also  in  port  a few  days  since — both 
of  wnich  vessels  we  presume  are  fitted  for  opera- 
tions against  Vera  Cruz — and  hence  we  eoncluda 
that  some  time  must  yet  elapse  before  the  assault  is 
made. 


Astroni.mical — A Cornet,  first  noticed  so  far  as  we 
have  seen,  by  Mr.  George  P.  Bond,  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, and  will  soon  be  seen  without  a telescope 
At  the  Cambridge  Observatory,  on  the  6th,  through 
the  five  Equatorial,  it  presented  an  irreguar  figure, 
without  a definite  nucleus,  but  with  a long  trail,  stream- 
ing off  across  the  field  of  the  telescope.  On  the  9th 
insl.,  at  7fa.  24  l-2m.  the  right  ascension  of  the 
comet^was  23h.  48m.  38  9 sec.  Declination  north, 
45d  25m.  14,  4s.  Daily  increase  R.  A.  about  3m. 

1.;  do.  decrease  of  Dec.  Id.  Urn Boston  Traveller. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

appointments  by  the  president. 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
district  judges  of  the  united  states. 

Wm.  Marvin,  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida- 
John  J.  Dyer,  for  the  district  of  Iowa. 

COLLECTORS  OF  CUSTOMS. 

Daniel  Emery,  Bangor,  Maine. 

Benj.  Pomeroy,  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

DEPUTY  collector. 

H.  C.  V.  Dashiei,  Sabine,  Texas. 

marshals  of  THE  UNITED  ST.ATES. 

J.  B.  Browne,  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 
Robert  Myers,  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida. 
Gideon  S.  Baily,  for  the  district  of  Iowa. 

ATTORNIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

J.  Windsor  Smith,  for  the  southern  district  of  Flor- 
ida. 

Isaac  M.  Preston,  for  the  district  of  Iowa, 

The  new  major  generals.  Gen.  Cummings,  of 
Georgia,  and  Col.  Benton,  both  decline  the  appoint- 
inenls.  Consuierable  speculation  is  of  course  afloat 
as  to  who  will  be  nominaled  next,  General  Dix,  of 
New  York,  is  said  to  have  had  the  offer  of  an  ap- 


ADVENTURES  OF  CAPTAIN  HENRIE. 

When  the  two  scouting  parties  under  Majors  Bor- 
land and  Gaines  were  captured  by  the  Mexican  for- 
ces under  General  Minon,  on  the  23d  of  January,  a- 
bout  sixty  miles  from  Saltillo,  there  were  taken  with 
them  a Texan,  captain  D.  D.  Henrie,  and  a Mexican 
guide  who  had  been  compelled  to  act  as  such.  Be- 
fore the  Americans  surrendered,  Gen.  Minon  pledged 
his  honor  that  captain  Plenrie  should  be  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  wap,  and  should  not  be  hurt,  and  that  the 
Mexican  guide  should  have  a fair  trial.  Soon  after- 
wards, the  Mexican  guide  was  shot  down,  by  order  of 
the  Mexican  General — a circumstance  which  indi- 
cated clearly  to  the  captain  what  his  fate  was  to  be. 
The  subsequent  occurrences  connected  with  his  es- 
cape are  thus  narrated  by  himself: 

The  whole  party  remained  at  Incarnacion  that  day. 
Ttie  next  morning,  the  24th,  the  prisoners  were  star- 
ted under  a guard  of  two  hundred  men,  for  San  Luis 
Potosi.  Majors  Gaines  and  Borland  were  permitted 
to  retain  their  horses  and  arms;  the  rest  of  the  pris- 
oners were  stript  of  both.  Capts.  Clay  and  Danley 
and  other  commissioned  officers,  were  furnished  with, 
mustang  ponies;  the  remainder  marched  on  foot. 

The  treatment  of  the  Mexican  guide  induced  Capt. 
Henrie  to  believe  that  he  might  share  the  same  fate. 
He  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  word  of  gener- 
al Minon.  During  the  day  he  remarked  the  officers 
talking  to  each  other  and  looking  at  him.  Manuel 
Sanchez  v/ho  lives  in  Saltillo,  and  who  also  received 
from  our  officers  many  thousand  dollars  for  corn,  was 
with  Gen.  Minon.  He  recognised  Henrie,  and  riding 
up  to  him  said — “Well,  sir,  I suppose  you  will  visit 
the  city  of  Mexico  a second  time.”  “That  is  very 
doubtful,”  replied  Henrie.  In  the  afternoon  an  ex- 
press came  in  with  a letter.  Some  acts  of  the  offi- 
cer who  received  it  aroused  Henrie’s  suspicions  furth- 
er, and  turning  short  around  where  the  officer  was 
reading  the  letter,  he  foitnd  a number  apparently 
watching  him.  He  believed  they  designed  to  mur- 
der him,  and  he  determined  to  make  his  escape  if 
possible,  and  advised  some  of  the  prisoners  of  it. 

By  some  accident,  during  the  evening  he  found 
himself  on  Major  Gaines’s  mare,  one  of  the  best 
blooded  nags  in  Kentucky,  and  the  Major’s  pistols 
still  remaining  in  the  holsters.  The  prisoners  had 
become  considerably  scattered  near  sunset,  and  Capt. 
Henrie  set  himself  busily  to  work  to  make  them 
keep  close  together. 

To  do  this  he  rode  baek,  within  ten  miles  of  the 
rear  of  the  line,  when,  diseovering  a small  interval 
in  the  line  of  the  Mexican  guard,  he  suddenly  put 
spurs  to  the  mare  and  darted  through  the  lines.  The 
guard  immediately  wheeled  in  pursuit,  but  their  po- 
nies were  no  match  for  a Kentucky  blood  horse,  and 
before  a gun  could  be  fairly  levelled  at  him  he  had 

darted  out  of  reach.  He  had  three  ranchos  to  pass 

As  he  passed  these  he  found  that  the  Mexicans  in 
■ pursuit  gave  the  alarm  to  the  rancheros,  who  follow- 
ed him  with  fresh  horses;  still  he  oiitstiipped  them 
all.  After  passing  tlie  last  rancho  he  had  pulled  up 
his  mare,  to  rest  her,  when  a single  Mexican  came 
up,  supposing  him  to  be  unarmed.  He  waited  until 
he  came  within  thirty  steps,  when  cocking  the  ma- 
jor’s duelling  pistol,  he  fired,  and  the  Mexican  roll- 
ed off. 

In  a short  time  another  came  near;  he  likewise 
permitted  him  to  approach  still  nearer,  when  he 
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wheeltJ  and  shot  him  down.  He  loaded  his  pistol, 
and  after  going  some  distance  another  started  up 
from  behind  some  bushes  near  the  road,  and  rode  at 
him;  he  shot  at  him,  with  what  success  he  could  not 
tell,  but  was  not  pursued  by  that  Mexican  any  farth- 
er. When  he  came  to  Incarnacion  he  found  the 
camp  had  been  alarmed,  as  he  supposes  by  some  one 
who  had  passed  him  when  he  left  the  road.  Diverg- 
ing from  this  strait  course,  he  crossed  several  roads 
and  evaded  a number  of  parties  who  were  in  pursuit 
of  him.  At  length  he  came  to  a plain  where  there 
was  no  place  to  hide.  The  moon  was  shining,  and 
he  could  see  a large  number  of  men  m pursuit.  Put- 
ting spurs  to  his  now  jaded  mare,  he  made  for  a 
mountain  valley,  and  following  it  to  the  east,  he  at 
length  eluded  his  pursuers.  He  travelled  up  the  val- 
ley forty  miles,  as  he  supposed,  hoping  to  find  an  out- 
let towards  Palomos  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed. 
He  was  unable  to  find  water  for  himself  or  his  fam- 
ished mare,  and  the  next  morning  after  his  escape 
the  noble  animal  expired,  more  from  the  want  of  wa- 
ter than  from  fatigue. 

Capt.  Henrie  now  had  to  make  it  on  foot.  He 
wandered  about  all  day,  trying  to  find  a path  across 
the  mountain.  In  the  evening  he  found  some  water 
to  quench  his  thirst.  He  then  determined  to  retrace 
his  steps  down  the  valley,  and  did  so,  marching  with- 
out water  or  food.  During  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th 
he  walked  along  through  the  chaparral  and  prickly 
pears,  without  food  or  water,  frequently  seeing  par- 
ties of  Mexicans,  whom  he  had  tb  avoid.  On  the 
28th  he  killed  a rat  with  a club,  part  of  which  he  ate 
and  put  the  balance  in  his  pocket  for  another  meal. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  he  reached  the  road,  and 
followed  it  until  an  hour  after  sunset,  when  he  dis- 
covered a party  of  horsemen  approaching.  Not 
knowing  whether  they  were  friends  or  enemies,  he 
concealed  himself  until  they  came  near,  when  he 
discovered  they  were  a picket  guard  of  the  Arkansas 
troops.  He  gave  one  shout  and  gave  up — nature 
was  exhausted!  His  nerves,  which  had  been  strung 
up  to  the  highest  degree  of  tension,  became  unstrung, 
and  he  was  almost  helpless.  They  put  him  on  a 
horse  and  took  him  to  Agua  Nueva,  where  Capt.  Pike 
commanded  an  outpost. 

Capt.  Pike  informed  me  that  when  Henrie  came 
in  he  was  the  most  miserable  looking  being  he  ever 
saw.  His  shoes  were  worn  out,  his  pantaloons  cut 
in  rags,  his  head  was  bare,  and  his  iiair  and  beard 
mattered;  his  hands,  feet  and  legs  were  filled  with 
thorns  from  the  prickly  pear,  and  his  skin  was  parch- 
ed and  withered  with  privation,  exposure  and  exer- 
tion. He  had  tasted  no  water  for  four  days,  and 
seemed  almost  famished  for  want  of  it.  The  soldieis 
gathered  round  him,  and  all  that  was  in  their  wallets 
was  at  his  service,  and  as  they  had  recently  had  a 
new  outfit  of  clothing,  Capt.  H.  was  soon  newly  fit- 
ted out.  After  resting  awhile,  and  getting  some  food 
he  was  able  to  ride  to  this  place.  He  says  that  dur- 
ing the  pursuit  there  were  more  than  one  hundred 
shots  fired  at  him,  one  of  which  passed  through  liis 
hair. 

POST  OFFICE  REGULATIONS. 

Regulalions  of  the  jiost  office  department  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  of  March 

1847. 

1.  All  deputy  postmasters  are  authorized  to  send 
free,  through  the  mails,  all  letters  and  packages  not 
weighing  over  two  ounces,  which  they  may  have  oc- 
casion to  WTite  or  send,  relating  to  the  business  of 
their  offices  or  of  the  post  office  department,  endors- 
ing thereon  “post  office  business,”  and  signing  their 
name  thereto.  And  those  whose  compensation  did 
uot  exceed  i|200  for  the  year  ending  the  3Uth  of  June, 
1846,  may  also  send  free,  through  the  mails,  letters 
written  by  themselves,  and  receive  free  all  written 
communications  on  their  own  private  business,  not 
weighing  over  one-half  ounce. 

2.  Memhei'S  of  congress  and  delegates  from  territories 
may  send  and  receive  free,  through  the  mails,  from 
thirty  days  before  the  commencement  of  each  con- 
gress until  the  meeting  of  the  next  congress,  letters 
and  packages  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight, 
and  public  documents  not  exceeding  three  pounds  in 
weight.  Public  documents  are  those  printed  by  the 
order  of  either  house  of  congress,  and  publications  or 
books  procured  or  purchased  by  congress,  or  either 
house,  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

8.  The  same  privilege  allowed  to  members  of 
congress  is  extended  to  the  “secretary  of  the  senate  | 


and  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives”  during 
tlieir official  terms,  which  terminate  with  the  election 
of  their  successors. 

4.  Tlie  privilege  of  the  “Vice  President”  is  en- 
larged, so  that  he  may  send  and  receive  free  public 
documents  during  his  official  term. 

5.  Persons  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  franking 
should  endorse  on  all  letters  or  packages  weighing 
under  two  ounces  “Free,”  and  sign  the  same,  designa- 
ting the  office  they  fill;  and  all  public  documents 
which  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight  should  be  desig- 
nated by  writing  the  words  “public  documents”  on 
them,  and  signing  them  officially  as  above.  The  char- 
acter of  public  documents  issued  from  the  public  offi- 
ces in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  directed  to  persons 
authorized  to  receive  them  free,  may  be  designated 
by  a stamp  specifying  the  office  from  which  they  is- 
sue, and  the  words  “public  documents,”  or  such  oth- 
er evidence  of  their  character  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
between  them  and  the  postmaster  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. Any  document  folded  and  sealed,  not  having 
such  evidence  of  its  character  on  the  envelope,  will 
be  rated  with  postage,  which  will  be  remitted  by 
the  delivering  postmaster,  upon  satisfactory  evidence 
that  it  is  a public  document,  transmissible  free  through 
the  mails  to  the  person  addressed. 

6.  All  letters  and  packages  from  and  to  the  heads 
of  departments,  or  the  other  public  officers  who  were 
entitled  to  the  franking  privilege  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  in  relation  to  the 
business  of  their  respective  offices,  will  be  delivered 
to  the  persons  addressed,  without  any  charge  of  pos- 
tage, as  an  appropriation  has  been  made  hy  congress 
for  tlieir  payment.  All  letters  and  packages  issuing 
from  the  departments  should  be  marked  on  the  en- 
velope “official  business,”  and  signed  by  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  or,  under  their  direction,  by  their 
chief  clerks,  and  by  the  other  officers  who  were  en- 
titled to  the  franking  privilege  prior  to  the  act  of  1845, 
designating  their  official  capacity.  But  such  officers 
have  not  the  right  to  send  or  receive  free  their  pri- 
vate letters  or  papers. 

7.  All  “newspapers”  transmitted  through  the 
mails  will  be  hereafter  rated  with  postage,  except  ex- 
change papers  between  the  publishers  of  newspapers 
and  those  franked  by  persons  enjoying  the  privilege; 
and  contractors  may  take  newspapers  out  of  the  mails 
for  sale  or  distribution  among  subscribers. 

8.  “Transient  newspapers,”  or  those  not  sent 
from  the  office  of  publication  to  subscribers,  hand-bills 
or  circular  letters,  printed  or  lithographed,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  sheet  in  size,  will  pay  3 cents,  upon  de- 
livery at  the  office,  and  before  they  are  put  in  the 
mails,  and  all  such  will  be  charged  by  deputy  post- 
masters as  prepaid  matter  in  the  way  bills  and  upon 
tlieir  accounts  of  mails  sent,  and  stamped  or  marked 
“paid,”  with  the  name  of  the  office  from  which  sent. 

9.  Transient  newspapers,  handbills,  or  circulars, 
cannot  be  received  free  by  duputy  postmasters  under 
their  privilege.  If  such  should  be  addressed  to  them, 
it  is  their  duty  to  return  them  to  the  sender  under  a 
new  cover,  charged  with  Jeiter  postage.  If  deposi- 
ted in  a post  oflice  unsealed,  addressed  to  deputy  post 
masters  or  others,  they  will  not  in  any  case  be  for- 
warded by  mail  without  prepayment  of  the  postage. 
If  sealed  they  will  be  rated  with  letter  postage,  and 
forwarded  in  the  mails. 

10.  Letters  addressed  to  different  persons  cannot 
be  enclosed  in  the  same  envelope  or  package  under 
a penalty  of  ten  dollars,  unless  addressed  to  foreign 
countries. 

1 1 . Letters,  newspapers,  and  packages  not  ex- 
ceeding one  ounce  in  weight,  addressed  to  any  offi- 
cer, musician,  and  private  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico,  or  at  any  post  or  place  on  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States  bordering  on  Mexico, 
will  pass  free  in  the  mails.  Each  letter  so  addressed 
should  specify,  after  the  name  of  the  person,  “be* 
longing  to  the  army,”  The  law  will  continue  in  force 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  for  three  months 
after  its  termination. 

12.  Extra  commissions  allowed  deputy  postmas* 
ters  by  the  order  of  the  9th  of  July,  1845,  are  super- 
seded by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1847- 

13-  The  commissions  allowed  by  the  24th  section 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  are  repealed, 
and  other  rates  allowed  by  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of 
the  1st  of  March,  1847,  in  lieu  of  them,  as  follows: 

] . On  the  amount  of  letter  postage,  not  exceeding 
$100  in  any  one  year,  40  per  cent. 

2.  On  any  sum  between  $100  and  $400  in  any 
year,  33  1-3  per  cent. 


3 On  any  sum  between  $400  and  $2,400  in  a 
year,  30  per  cent. 

4.  On  any  sum  over  $2,400  in  a year,  12  1-2 
per  cent. 

5.  On  the  amount  of  letters  and  packets  received 
for  distribution  at  offices  designated  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  for  that  purpose,  7 per  cent. 

\'*The  term  “letter  postage”  includes  all  postages 
received,  except  those  which  arise  from  newspapers, 
sent  from  the  offices  of  the  publishers  to  subscribers, 
and  from  pamphlets  and  magazines — so  that  all  pre- 
paid postage  upon  transient  papers,  handbills,  and  cir- 
culars, printed  or  lithograplied,  will  be  treated  as  let- 
ter postage  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  postmas- 
ters. 

6.  On  all  sums  arising  from  the  postage  on  news- 
papers, magazines,  and  pamphlets,  50  per  cent. 

7.  As  the  accounts  of  postmasters  have  to  be  set- 
tled quarterly,  and  their  commissions  allowed  for  that 
time,  the  postmasters  will  credit  themselves  with  40 
per  cent,  upon  the  first  twenty-five  dollars  received 
in  the  quarter,  and  for  any  sum  between  twenty-five 
dollars  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  the  quarter,  at  the 
rate  of  33  1-3  per  cent.;  and  upon  any  sum  between 
one  hundred  and  six  hundred  dollars  received  in  the 
quarter,  30  per  centum;  and  on  any  sum  over  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  received  in  the  quarter,  at  the  rate  of 
12  1-2  per  cent. 

8.  The  commission  accounts  will  be  settled  as  here- 
tofore, except  that  the  annual  compensation  to  which 
postmasters  are  limited,  will  be  computed  for  the  fis- 
cal year  commencing  the  1st  of  July,  and  ending  the 
30th  of  June,  and  in  due  proportion  for  any  period 
less  than  a year. 

9.  No  other  allowances  can  be  made  to  postmas- 
ters except  box-rents  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $2,- 
000  per  annum,  and  the  surplus  of  such  receipts  may 
be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  office,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  postmastei  general.  The  emoluments 
or  box-rent  account  must  be  accounted  for  regularly 
in  the  quarterly  returns,  and  for  the  same  quarter  as 
other  proceeds  of  the  office. 

10.  Postmasters  in  their  returns  for  the  present 
quarter  ending  the  31st  of  March,  1847,  will  adjust 
their  accounts  according  to  the  above  allowances. 

C.  JOHNSON,  Postmaster  General. 

March  12, 1847. 

“army  journal.” 

March  of  a company  of  U.  States  Infantry  from  fori 
Snelliog  to  St.  Louis.-— The  St.  Loms  Republican  of 
the  20th  lilt.,  gi'es  some  particulars  of  the  hardshipi 
endured  by  the  company  stationed  at  fort  Snelling  in 
their  rerent  march  to  that  city  on  their  way  to  Ih* 
south.  Fort  Snelling  is  in  lat.  4G*->  and  the  order 
rearhed  Capt.  Plummer  at  that  place  Jan.  12lh,  re- 
quiring him  foilhwilh  to  lake  his  command  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  lat  25^'- 

The  government  supplied  the  command  with  Irans- 
porlalion  for  the  quantity  of  baggage  allowed  by 
the  army  regulations,  but  no  more.  Such  was  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  that  ihe  men  had  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  other  means  to  keep  from 
freezing,  and  had  to  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars- — not  an  uiconsid'era- 
ble  sum  when  their  pay  is  taken  into  account. 

The  second  nighi  after  they  left  fort  Snelling  the 
voyageurs,  who  were  along  with  the  transportation 
tram,  say  that  it  was  the'  coldest  night  that  they  had 
ever  experienced.  So  cold  was  it,  that  the  horses 
employed  in  drawing  the  trains  had  to  be  covered 
with  blankets,  and  were  brought  to  the  camp  fire,  to 
keep  them  from  freezing.  The  troops  could  not 
pitch  their  tents,  and  were  compelled  to  lay  in  heaps 
before  the  camp  fire,  and  with  no  shelter  whatever, 
The  men  became  so  stupefied  with  cold,  after  lying 
down  a short  time,  that  Captain  Plummer  had  to 
threaten  them  vvilh  severe  punishment,  to  keep  then® 
from  abandoning  ihemselTes  to  their  fate — ii  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  keep  them  stirring  and  the 
blood  in  circulation,  to  prevent  them  from  freezing 
to  death. 

For  ten  days  before  their  arrival  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  the  thermometer  at  that  place  averaged  eight 
degrees  below  zero.  It  is  harilly  necessary  to  say 
that  it  was  much  voider  where  the  troops  were,  as 
they  were  all  lha  time  marching  to  the  South.— 
Siill  worse,  for  forty  miles  before  they  got  to  Prai- 
rie du  Chien  Ihe  soldiers  had  to  break  e road 
ihrough  sixteen  inches  of  snow,  and  from  that  place 
lo  Dubuque  they  had  to  wade  through  Ivvo  inches  of 
snow. 

fieiore  the  company  reached  the  Illinois  river  they 
tiad  lo  wade  in  mud  half  leg  deep — and  when  they 
stopped  at  night  they  had  in  -some  instances  lo  cut 
brauchea  of  trees  to  lay  down  upon,  to  keep  them- 
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i«l*es  from  sinking  into  the  mnd.  These  are  some 
of  the  incidents  of  ttiis  extraordinary  march.  For 
nearly  seren  weeks  these  faithful  men  endured  almost 
exery  extreme  of  priration  witlnul  a murmur,  and 
during  all  that  time  bad  no  shelter  over  their  heads, 
■ave  one  night. 

Captain  Plummer’s  duties  required  him  to  be  on 
horseback  a portion  of  the  time,  but  when  not  thus 
compelled,  he  marched  with  his  men.  It  may  also 
be  mentioned  that  during  this  terrible  march,  only 
two  men  were  lost  by  desertion — a fact  which  speaks 
volumes  for  the  energy,  care  and  elBciency  of 
Captain  Plummer  and  his  subalterns — the  more 
especially  as  we  learn  that  the  command  consisted 
in  part  of  recruits,  who  had  joined  the  company 
only  a short  time  before  the  commencement  of  the 
march. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  here,  most 
of  the  men  were  unfit  for  service — their  ears,  face, 
feet,  and  hands  being  badly  frost  bitten.  They  are, 
however,  it  is  understood,  getting  better,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  they  will  be  again  on  their  way  to  the 
couth. 

The  regiment  of  Mounted  Riflemen  are  thus  described 
by  a correspondent  of  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser, writing  froan  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  24lh 
Not.  1846: 

There  are  now  at  this  post  about  five  hundred  men 
of  the  regiment  who  were  enlisted  in  the  short  spacS 
of  four  months.  Of  these,  all  of  nine-tenths  are  Ame- 
ricans, enlisted  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Very  few  were  enlisted  in 
the  northern  and  eastern  states.  Two  companies  of 
the  regiment  were  organized  in  September,  and  one 
is  already  serving  in  Mexico.  These  are  commanded 
by  Capts.  Mason  and  Walker. 

I will  venture  to  say  that  a finer  body  of  men  were 
never  enlisted  in  this  country.  They  are  strong, 
athletic  fellows,  who  appear  capable  of  enduring  any 
hardships.  A good  proportion  of  them  are  over  six 
feet  in  height,  and  not  a few  will  go  six  feet  four  “in 
their  stockings.”  They  have  been  well  drilled  in 
the  infantry  as  well  as  cavalry  tactics,  and  should 
occasion  require  they  can  act  as  tirailleurs,  or  light 
infantry. 

Owing  principally  to  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the 
river  the  arras  and  clolhing  for  the  regiment  did  not 
arrive  until  a few  days  since.  This  has  been  a seri- 
ous impediment  to  us,  as  the  order  for  us  to  repair 
to  Point  Isabel  was  issued  from  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral’s office  SIX  weeks  since.  Our  squadron,  compos- 
ed  of  the  two  companies  commanded  by  Capis.  San 
dersoD  and  Crittenden,  leave  to-morrow,  and  the 
other  companies  will  leave  as  soon  as  horses  can  be 
procured  by  the  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis. 

We  are  to  be  armed  with  the  short  rifle,  and  we 
hope  the  requisition  which  has  also  been  made  for  sa- 
bres and  pistols  will  be  favored.  In  the  absence  of 
Col.  Sulim  and  Lieut.  Col.  Fremont,  already  in  Mex- 
ico, the  regiment  is  to  be  commanded  by  Major  Bur- 
ndge. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


A New  St.%tb.— Among  the  bills  passed  at  the 
late  session  of  congress  there  is  one  admitting  Wis- 
consin into  the  Union  as  a state.  The  thirtieth 
congress,  when  it  meets,  will  exhibit  a representa- 
tion from  thirty  stales. 

The  organization  of  a new  commonwealth  is  a 
matter  of  such  ordinary  occurrence  in  our  part  of  the 
world  that  no  special  observation  is  attracted  to  it. 
Like  bees  we  swann  olf  and  hive.  Each  new  com- 
munity sets  up  for  itself  according  to  the  law  and 
usages  derived  fro.n  the  parent  stock,  with  such  mo 
dificalioDs  as  circumstances  and  increased  experienca 
may  suggest, 

ii  rom  a Union  of  thirteen  states  we  have  grown 
to  be  a Union  of  thirty  slates,  and  we  are  still  grow- 
ing; according  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  estimate  there  is 
room  for  some  twelve  stales  more  in  the  territory 
now  belonging  to  us — without  reckoning  any  which 
may  become  ours  hereafter  by  conquest  or  purchase, 
I his  estimate  seems  loo  small.  The  states  to  be 
formed  must  have  very  large  drmensions  in  order  to 
pcoupy  all  the  vast  region  between  our  present  wes- 
tern frontier  and  itie  Pacific. 

The  growth  of  our  Union  may  well  be  viewed 
with  that  sort  of  profound  satisfaction  with  which 
one  regards  the  spread  of  freedom  and  civilisation 
"a  pea'CB  and  industry— ra  feeling  enhanc- 

ed by  the  glorious  prospect  of  qatio.iality  held  out 
by  such  » progress  in  such  a region.  Tne  idea  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  never  any  thing  better 
than  a chimera,  will  by  and  by  become  so  ridiculous 
as  to  be  unfii  to  serve  even  as  a bugbear.  Tbo  affi- 
nities which  drew  the  ihirteon  colonies  together  in  a 
common  slruggioj  which  kept  them  together  through 


the  war;  which  made  “a  more  perfect  Union”  after 
the  war  indispensable  and  necessary — those  affinities, 
springing  from  identity  of  race,  of  language,  laws 
and  usages,  and  confirmed  by  the  powerful  influence 
of  geographical  associations,  are  stronger  now  than 
they  were  in  1789 — far  stronger — immeasurably 
stronger.  Every  year  adds  to  their  strength  and 
begets  new  affiliations.  Behold  with  what  tenacity — 
with  what  eager  cleaving,  the  Atlantic  sea  board 
presses  to  join  itself  to  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 
— to  open  channels  of  communication  by  which  one 
circulation  of  vitality  may  course  freely  through 
both.  So  it  will  be  with  tlie  Pacific  slope  when  it  is 
gemmed  wilh  stales.  For  the  great  Mississippi  val- 
ley, sublime  no  less  in  its  unity  than  in  Us  vastness, 
is  the  body  of  this  Union.  The  strip  of  country 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Alleganies,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  strip  of  country  between  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  the  Pacific,  on  the  other,  are  mere  appur- 
tenances— the  wings  of  the  gigantic  body — the  fins 
of  the  Leviathan. 

Within  that  system,  then,  of  geographical  affini- 
ties and  unity,  comprehended  by  the  Mississippi  and 
Its  dependencies,  we  can  go  on  to  Increase  the 
number  of  stales  in  this  Union  not  only  with  safety 
but  in  accordance  with  inevitable  tendencies;  and 
each  addition,  instead  of  weakening  the  cohesive 
power  of  the  Union,  will  strengthen  it,  by  new  liga- 
ments, new  fibres  of  sympathy,  new  elements  of  vigor. 

[Ball.  American. 

Slave  Case — Legal  decision- — The  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Oliio  slave  case,  have 
confirmed  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court.  The 
case  was  argued  by  ex-governors  Morehead  of 
Kentucky,  and  Seward  of  New  York.  A citizen  of 
Kentucky  brought  his  action  agamsta  citizen  of  Ohio 
to  recover  a penally  of  §500  for  harboring  and  con- 
cealing the  slave  of  the  former.  The  circuit  court 
decided  the  case  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was  ap- 
pealed chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  congress 
of  1793,  under  which  the  penalty  was  claimed,  was 
unconstitutional.  The  final  decision  goes  to  establish 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act. 

New  Hampshire — ELection. — All  the  returns  are 
not  in,  but  sufficient  are  received  to  ascertain  that 
Williams,  the  nominated  administration  candidate 
is  elected  governor  by  a majority  of  from  500  to  1000 
votes  over  both  the  whig,  and  the  independent  or 
abolition  candidates.  The  aggregate  vote  is  over 
[ 60,000,  of  which  Williams,  (adm.)  has  between  30 
and  31,000,  Colby,  (whig)  between  21  and  22,000, 
Berry,  (ind.)  belweee  8 and  9,000.  The  abolition 
vote  falls  oil'  and  the  administration  and  whig  votes 
gain  proportionably  over  their  vote  at  last  elec- 
tion. 

In  two  of  the  congressional  districts  the  adminis- 
tration candidates  have  large  majorities.  In  the 
other  two  disliicts  no  choice  has  been  effected, — the 
administration  candidates  fallingsis  to  eight  hundred 
votes  below  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  whig  and 
independent  candidates. 

I'he  senate  and  house  will  have  each  a clear 
administration  majority, — though  in  the  house  it  will 
be  a close  vole. 

The  Boston  abolition  organ,  concludes  an  editorial 
on  the  result  of  the  election  by  saying — “Our  im- 
pression is,  that  the  confidence  of  the  wavering 
independents  has  been  won  back,  by  promises  of 
amendment  in  those  particulars  which  had  excited 
their  dissatisfaction.  The  democratic  leaders  have 
been  compelled,  so  far  to  respect  the  principles  of 
freedom,  as  to  pledge  Iheraselves  at  least  not  openly 
to  betray  them.  Well,  we  have  no  objection  that 
they  should  have  one  more  trial.  If  they  should 
prove  sincere  in  their  penitence,  their  return  to  power 
will  work  small  injury.  If  on  the  contrary,  they 
should  resume  their  former  practices,  there  is  now  a 
strong  and  organized  force  in  N.  Hampshire,  which 
will  not  fail  to  make  another  and  more  complete 
appeal  to  the  judgment  and  the  principles  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people.” 

Pennstltania — Legislation  in  relation  to  fugitive 
staves. — The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  passed 
an  act  which  lends  to  destroy  the  force  of  the  law  of 
congress  of  1793.  The  third  section  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania law  lakes  away  from  all  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  common v/ealtn,  aldermen,  S^c  , jurisdiction  or 
cognizance  of  the  case  of  any  fugitives  from  labor 
from  any  of  the  United  States  or  territories,  under  a 
certain  act  of  congress  passed  February  12,  1793, 
entitled,  “an  act  lespecling  fugitives  from  justice 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas 
ters;”  or  any  other  act  of  congress. 

The  fourth  section  makes  it  highly  penal  for  any 
person  claiming  any  negro  or  mulatto  as  a fugitive 
from  servitude  or  labor,  to  violently  and  lutnullu- 
o'jsly  881X6  upon  and  carry  away  to  any  place,  or  at* 


tempt  to  seize  and  carry  away  in  a riotous,  violent, 
tumultuous,  and  unreasonable  manner,  and  so  as  to 
disturb  or  endanger  the  public  peace,  any  negro  or 
mulatto  within  the  commonwealth,  either  with  or 
without  the  intention  of  taking  such  negro  or  mulatto 
before  any  district  or  circuit  judge. 

Section  fifth  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act;  and  the  seventh  section  repeals  the  act  of 
the  state,  which  authorizes  the  masters  or  owners  of 
slaves  to  bring  and  retain  such  slaves  within  the 
co'iimonweallh  for  the  period  of  six  months,  in  in- 
voluntary servitude,  or  for  any  period  of  time  what- 
soever, and  so  much  of  said  act  as  prevents  a slave 
from  giving  testimony  against  any  person  whatso- 
ever. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


Major  General  Scott,  and  suite,  embarked 
from  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  steamer  Massachusetts, 
and  reached  Tampico  on  the  evening  of  the  19lh  Fe- 
bruary. He  met  witn  “a  thundering  reception,”  of 
course.  Landing  next  morning  be  proceeded  to  Gen. 
Patterson’s  head  quarters,  and  received  the  attention 
due  to  a commanding  officer  and  the  welcome  of  his 
friends.  He  found  about  9,000  men  at  Tampico, 
preparing  to  embark.  Four  brigades,  under  Genl’s. 

I Twiggs,  Pillow,  Shield,  and  Quitman,  were  to  em- 
bark on  the  20ih  and  21st. 

The  scene  in  and  about  Tampico,  is  stated  to  bo 
stirring  in  the  extreme.  Reviews  of  troops,  in  regi- 
ments and  brigades,  were  daily  taking  place;  vessels 
were  continually  arriving  with  goods,  merchandize, 
military  stores,  &c.  &c.,  the  American  population 
were  all  in  intense  excitement,  regarding  coming 
events.  Every  thing  announced  action,  in  its  utmost 
intensity.  All  quiet,  wilh  regard  to  the  enemy,  in 
the  interior. 

On  ihe  2Ist,  Gen.  Scott,  and  suite  left  Tampico,  in 
the  Mississippi  fur  the  island  of  Lobos,  where  about 
2,500  men  had  already  encamped  on  the  17ih  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

The  squadron  off  Vera  Cruz  consisted  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Raritan,  John  Adams,  Albany,  Princeton,  and 
a fleet  of  small  craft.  Gen.  Seotl  had  been  expect- 
ed daily  for  some  time.  The  ships  and  troops  would 
rendezvous,  it  was  said,  at  Anton  da  Lizardo.  hut  the 
place  of  debarkation  would  not  be  finally  settled  on 
until  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Scott— it  would  either  be 
at  Anton  de  Lizardo,  9 miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  or  op- 
posite Sacrificios — at  either  of  which  places  it  would 
be  done  under  complete  protectKii  from  the  guns  of 
the  ships. 

A letter  from  Mr.  Lumsden,  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  Picayune,  written  at  Tampico  on  the  20lh  of  Fe- 
bruary, says: 

Gen.  Twiggs’  division  is  first  under  marching  or- 
ders, and  leaves  lo-day.  All  is  bustle,  and  very  soon 
we  shall  not  have  more  troops  here  than  are  barely 
sufficient  to  lake  care  of  the  town.  I think  my  mind 
is  pretty  well  made  up  to  go  and  see  the  Vera  Cruz 
fandango.  I was  unlucky  enough  to  miss  the  sport 
at  Monterey,  and  do  not  feel  willing  lo  be  absent 
when  the  “ball”  opens  at  Vera  Cruz. 

To  give  you  some  idea  of  what  is  expected  to  be 
done,  1 will  show  you  a portion  of  what  is  going 
down  in  the  way  of  munitions:  First,  there  are  soma 
100, UOO  rounds  of  heavy  ammunition;  rockets,  shells 
and  an  enormous  supply  of  all  sorts  of  combustibles, 
wilh  40  mortars  and  colurnbiads — some  of  them  ten 
inches  calibre;  from  10  to  20  24  pounders;  3 field 
batteries,  consisiing  of  six  and  twelve- pounders,  and 
twelve  and  twenty-four  pound  howitzers.  With 
all  these  go  the  sappers  and  miners  and  the  pontoon 
train. 

The  United  States  schooner  Tampico,  acting  mas- 
ter M.  C.  Perry,  Jr.,  sails  this  mornihg  for  Lobos  Is- 
land and  Anton  Lizardo,  with  despatches  from  Gen. 
Scott. 

A postscript  to  this  letter,  datad  February  23d, 
says:— 

I have  not  much  to  add — in  fact  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  gather  any  thing  here  in  the  way  of  what 
is  called  army  news— so  secret  is  every  thing  kept. 
There  is  not  a Mexican  in  this  whole  country  who 
does  nut  know  that  our  troops  are  going  to  Vera 
Cruz,  while  in  the  United  Stales,  and  even  here,  our 
own  people  are  all  in  the  dark.  Santa  Anna  manag- 
es lo  keep  himself  well  advised  of  our  movements.—. 

1 almost  venture  to  say  that  he  now  knows  as  much 
of  our  plana  and  intentions,  and  of  our  strength  aud 
numbers  in  the  field  as  any  of  those  who  are  at  head- 
quarters, in  Washington  city.  Despatches  of  the 
greatest  moment  are  sent  through  the  enemy’s  coun- 
try, almost  totally  unguarded,  and,  like  weak  and 
straggling  forages,  and  moles  and  wagons  without 
good  and  strong  escorts,  they  fall  into  the  hands  of 
our  foes. 

All  the  forces  now  here,  except  the  Louiiiads 
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the  BRi'imore  baltalicn,  and  one  nompn- 
pf  will  i.'S  OB  the  way  to  ”->ra  Cruz  ii' 

a sliof'  Thoc®  lliat  I i .inied  be  'eCt 

here,  under  the  comrnsnd  of  Col.  Gates,  to  garrison 
the  eity. 

Every  thing  indicates  a aaovement  upon  Vera 
Cruz,  which  place,  so  far  from  being  abandoned  by 
the  Mexicans,  appears  to  be  making  efi'orls  for  de- 
fence. Men,  women  and  children  are  said  to  be  la- 
bouring on  the  works  for  defence,  making  ditches, 
removing  sand  banks,  &c.  Additional  troops  have 
arrived,  and  it  is  stated  that  Santa  Anna  has  advanc- 
ed $75  000  of  his  personal  estate  for  the  immediate 
exigencies  ol  the  place. 

Advices  at  New  Orleans  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande  are  to  the  27lh  Februar]^.  General 
Worlh’.s  division  W'as  eiiibai  king  with  all  possible 
■peed. 

MOTEMKNT  OF  SANTA  ANNA  AND  THE  MEXICAN 
ARMY. 

A letter  is  published  in  El  Republioano,  announc- 
ing that  Gen  Santa  Anna  look  his  departure  from 
San  Luis  (51J,  the  2d  of  February.  His  destination  is 
said  to  be  Mbnterey,  towards  which  point  the  main 
body  of  his  army  had  already  moved.  The  follow- 
ing IS  given  as  the  nuinber  of  troops  under  his  com 
mand,  is'ith  the  dates  of  their  depanure  from  the  city 
of  San  Luis: 

Ldsi  of  troops  which  have  recently  marched  for  Monterey. 


Jamrarv  26. — I he  sappers  and  artillerists, 

with  19  guns  ol  heavy  calibre  650 

Lanuary  29  —1st,  3rd,4ih,  5th,  10th  and  11th 
regiments  ol  the  line,  and  Lt  an  1 3rd  light 
troops  6,240 

January  21. — 4th  ligbt  troops,  mixed  of  Santa 
Amia,  1st  active  Celaja,  do.  of  Guadalaja- 
ra, do.  of  Lagos,  do.  of  Queretaro,  do.  of 
Mexico  3,200 


Total  departed  from  San  Luis  10,090 

Troops  wliich  General  Parrodi  conducts  from 
the  town  of  1 ula,  with  Itiree  pieces  of  hea- 
vy calibre,  w ith  their  munitions,  1,000 

Cavalry  on  the  march  6 OUU 

ArtiHery  on  do  250 

Division  under  Gen.  Mejia,  4,000 


21.340 

The  artillery  was  supplied  with  over  600  rounds  of 
ammunition. 

In  the  ahova  enumeration  are  not  included  the 
force  stationed  atTula.nor  the  brigades  oi  Generals 
Miiion  and  Juvera. 

At  the  latest  accounts  from  Santa  Anna  he  was 
at  Matehnala,  where  he  arrived  on  the  7ili  of  Feb. 
Motehuala  is  a town  nearly  iiorlb  of  San  Luis,  and 
about  one  third  of  ti  e way  ihenoe  to  Saltillo,  accord- 
ing to  llie  maps  bclore  u§.  Ills  ar.uy  was  in  Ihe  ul- 
Hiost  distress — rodeado  de  miserias — the  goveriiiueril 
having  provided  no  means  for  underlakiiig  such  a 
march.  We  have  a Iriglillul  picture  of  trie  slate  ol 
tiie  troops  before  leaving  San  Luis.  One  cl  Santa 
Arina’s  last  aals  belore  marching  was  to  ciislrihute 
twelve  days’  pay  lor  the  moiilh  of  January.  J his 
could  not  sustain  them  more  UiaDawe..k,  and  the 
question  was  asked,  ‘Whal  shall  we  do  when  in 
Ironl  ol  the  eneiny?”  The  troops  art  represented  as 
patient  and  loyal,  but  in  a pitiable  stale  of  distress. 
Jii  (terisiun,  they  speak  ol  going  forth  to  solve  the 
problem  ol  ^'fighting  icilhout  eating." 

The  same  paper  which  announces  Santa  Anna’s 
arrival  at  Malehuala,  mentions  that  Gen.  Taylor  is 
forulyihg  Saltillo,  a.  d has  « ith  turn  6Ut)U  iro.  ps  and 
sixteen  pieces  of  ’artillery.  This  shows  again  the 
accuracy  ol  the  information  possessed  by  the  Mexi- 
cans of  our  movements. 

PjioposiTiONs  TO  NEGOTIATE. — The  New  Orleans 
Picayuue  ol  the  lUth  says 

Senor  D.  Alejandro  Jose  Atocha,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches Irom  the  government  ol  the  United  Stales  to 
Mexico,  supposed  to  coiilaiii  another  proposition  ol 
peace,  was  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  ou  the  9ih  ult.,  Irom 
the  American  squadron,  and  loll  lor  the  capitjl  the 
same  evening  in  company  with  Lieut.  Col.  Alanis,uu 
aid  ot  Gcii.  ivioraies. 

iJy  the  arrival  ol  the  U.  Stales  revenue  culler  For- 
ward, Captain  Nones,  a laige  mail  was  yesterday 
received  Irom  Anton  Lizardo.  Our  own  letieis  co.ne 
down  to  the  26th  ol  Februaiy,  on  which  uay  a iiorln 
er  prevailed  which  prevenied  the  Fuiward  Irom 
leaving  belore  the  2d  of  March  insi.  The  inlurma- 
lion  Which  lollows  we  dent e exclusively  Irom  our 
letters  and  papers.  , ,,  r. 

Se»or  Aloelia,  chose  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  with 

desnalGhes,  we  annouriceu  yeslcroay,  weiitovei  iheic 
on  llic  Foruaid  Irom  tins  city  Uireci.  He  relurneu 
livtii  tile  capital  ou  Uie  26tn  uii.,  and  itpaiicu  ag,am 
immeuiatcly  on  houiu  the  Forward,  and  is  no  a,  we 


preaumc,  or.  his  way  to  Washmo;ton.  Ft  is  no!  sup- 
posed h-r  has  accomplished  much  by  hia  mission. — 
’’'hr  Mextrans  had  persona'  kibjections  -lo  bin:,  and 
hia  r.“rP|i'.ion  by  the  authorMie'i  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
the  people  and  government  of  Mexico,  was  any  thing 
but  cordial. 

Passed  Midshipman  Rogers  has  been  ordered  to 
Ferote,  and  is  now  confined  in  that  gloomy  prison. 

We  learn  that  the  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz  conti- 
nues to  be  violated  with  almost  perfect  impunity. — 
This  is  attributed  not  more  to  the  want  of  vessels 
of  the  proper  description,  than  lo  the  inslrucliona 
bv  which  the  commodore  enforces  the  law  of  block- 
ade. 

Two  barques  have  arrived  off  Vera  Cruz  with 
volunteers  from  the  north,  and  gene  into  Anton 
Lizardo.  One  of  them  is  the  Si.  Cloud,  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  with  a portion  of  Itie  Virginia  troops. 

The  news  from  Santa  Anna  is  no  later  than  vve 
liave  already  eiven,  though  it  is  more  full.  Ailhougli 
Santa  Anna  announces  the  capture  of  Capt.  Heady 
and  his- small  company  of  Kerilui  kians,  w e find  no 
mention  of  the  murder  of  Lieut.  Rilchie,  and  the 
seizure  of  his  rlespatrhea.  The  I'espalches  have  not 
formally  been  made  public  hy  him. 

The  latest  advices  we  see  from  Chihuahua,  are  to 
the  16lh  of  January,  a fortnight  later  thaw  our  for- 
mer aceourits.  The  eity  had  not  then  been  taken  by 
our  troops,  nor  do  we  see  any  thing  said  of  their  ad 
vanee  upon  it. 

3'he  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  referring  to  the  news 
by  the  United  Slates  schoner  Forward,  says  that  the 
despatches  brought  by  Mr.  Atocha  are  said  lo  be  of 
high  importance;  hut  the  contents  had  not  in  any 
way  transpired,  though  it  was  reported  that  there 
w'9'  3 prospect  of  a favorable  termination  of  the  ne- 
gotiations. 

1 he  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  writes — 

‘■The  Mississippi,  which  sailed  on  the  7th,  earned 
out,  as  I now  learn,  full  instructions  from  our  gov- 
ernment to  the  able  and  intelligent  United  Slates 
consul  ID  the  city  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Black,  who  is  still 
employed  there  as  a means  of  communication  be- 
tween the  two  governments.  Mr.  Black  will  enun- 
ciate the  ‘three  million  bill,’  which  conveys  on  its 
face,  to  the  Mexican  government  the  expression  of  a 
desire,  cn  the  part  of  the  American  congress,  to 
obtain  “a  speedy  and  honorable  peace"  with  Mexico. — 
The  Mississippi  may  possibly  arrive  at  Vera  Cruz, 
if  the  equinoctial  gales  do  not  interrupt  her,  by  the 
20th  March.  It  strikes  me  that,  very  possibly,  pre- 
liminaries for  a treaty  of  peace  will  be  settled  belore 
the  iiilended  assault  upon  Vera  Criiz  and  the  castle. 

I That  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  Air.  Soule  before 
he  left  the  city.” 

Correspondence  of  the  Picayune, 

U.  S.  Squadron,  Jinlen  Lizardo , Feb.  17,  1847. 

At  ilie  Oate  ul  my  last  letter  Guiutz  Faiias  was 
without  a Cabinet.  During  the  early  part  of  this 
m'  nth  his  hands  have  been  sliengthened  by  rntrus- 
tiiig  Rejon  with  the  poit-lolio  of  luieigu  relations, 
and  Fraiici-co  S.  Inarle  with  the  ailairs  of  the 
treasuiy.  No  change  has,  how  ever,  yet  occurred  in 
foreign  relations  and  the  embarrassments  of  the  trea- 
sury are  as  formidable  as  ever 

The  committee  of  loreign  relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  Mr.  Buchaiiards  peace  proposition,  are  ex- 
pected to  report  unlavoiably  to  negoliotion  in  a lew 
days,  it  is  presumed  llial  Uiey  will  at  the  same  time 
issue,  in  the  lorm  of  a solemn  nianijesLu,  a reply  to 
Mr.  Polk's  message  on  Mexican  attairs. 

There  is  also  a report  that  the  old  intriguers  are  at 
w ork  and  that  Spain  is  about  to  join  Fiance  and 
England  in  an  inlerlerenee  in  Mexican  atiairs.  The 
rumor,  it  may  be  proper  lo  slate,  is  purely  of  Mexi 
can  origin.  From  all  1 can  learn  the  uiosl  amicable 
feeling  appears  to  exist  towards  us  011  the  part  ot  all 
the  representatives  of  foreign  goi  errimeiits,  and  the 
only  solicitude  cuterlaiiied  is  to  see  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  result  consuiumated  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  publication  ol  Ibe  uecree  authorizing  the  hy- 
poihecatioi.  and  sale  ol  chbiih  proper^  was  every 
whore  lectned  with  clamor  and  riots,  wi.ich  weie 
easily  suppressed  oy  the  mlerlereiice  ol  the  military. 
It  dues  nut  appear  that  any  thing  has  been  done  to- 
wsres  reatizing  a dollar  Irom  lliis  source,  and  there 
are  additional  reasons  every  day  for  eiilerlainnig  the 
belief  that  little  or  nothing  ol  the  church  properly 
will  ever  find  its  way  into  Ifie  general  treasury. 

The  news  Irom  the  army  at  Sail  Luis  is  iiiicrestirig, 
so  far  as  w e are  assureU  that  ISania  Anna  hat  leli  that 
city  wiin  the  mam  body  ol  his  troops  in  the  Uirectioii 
ol  Monifcrey,  allnough  hio  ultimate  Uestinatioii  is 
uiuch  speculated  upon.  Ills  resources  appear  lo 
have  beeu  ol  the  most  meagre  kiml. 

At  Vera  Cruz  the  stale  ol  things  is  very  much  at 
It  was  when  1 last  wrote,  t he  auilioriiiet  are  busy 
111  issumg  proclamulioiis  announcing  the  UirealcneU 


attack,  and  is*uinf;  some  prevent  -e  'y-'-r-.  a.u.mg 
the  most  unpalatable  of  is  anc  ' irlndd:;.-.  the 

nmsqueradc  at  Hie  carnival.  Th  . . j.emur.,'  h >w 
ever,  who  regard  the  threatened  invasiiin  with  in- 
credulity. There  are  five  thousand  men  in  ttie  city 
of  Vera  Cruz  and  one  thousand  in  the  castle — three 
thousand  of  these  belong  to  the  National  Guard  and 
are  tolerably  well  disciplined  with  arms.  The  Na- 
tional Guard  of  the  slate  it,  on  the  contrary,  not 
organized,  and  is  destitute  of  arms. 

The  governor  of  Vera  Cruz  has  gone  to  super- 
rintend  in  person  the  fortification  of  the  pass  of  Pu- 
ente Nacional,  and  a company  of  artillery  and  two 
field  pieces  have  already  been  ordered  there.  A re- 
serve of  six  thousand  men  is  to  be  concentrated  at 
Jalapa  under  Gen.  Conafizo,  Gen.  Fi/isofa  being  the 
.“ecorid  in  command.  Geu.  La  Vega  is  to  march  lo 
Vera  Crua. 

The  Forward  arrived  on  the  9th  instant,  and  lan- 
ded Senor  Atocha  under  a flag  ol  inu  e,  ith  despatch- 
es from  the  government  • f the  United  Stales.  He 
proceeded  to  Mexico  ifumedialely.  'The  mob  r ised 
some  seniples  about  allow  ing  him  to  proceed,  but  he 
was  finally  dismissed  on  his  way  with'  ui  opposition. 

1 had  forgotten  lo  mention  that  Gen.  Valencia  has 
left  the  army  in  disgust,  and,  nmler  pretence  ol  sick- 
ness, lingers  at  his  hacienda.  He  is,  however,  sus- 
pected ol  designs  lo  subveit  ihe  government. 

United  States  Squadron,  Feb  20,  1847. 

Seven  days’  laier  news  [Irom  San  L .is  Potosij  lias 
been  received — as  late  as  the  7ili  instant. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna  had  advanced  as  far  as  Malehua- 
la, on  Ills  way  lo  Saltillo.  Nothing  new  had  occurred; 
but,  as  the  government  had  (ailed  to  furnish  him  with 
resources  under  circumstances  so  urgent,  h«  is  rep- 
resented as  ‘‘surrounded  with  misery.”  The  follow- 
ing account  of  tiis  march  is  from  the  pen  ot  an  offi- 
cer, and  is  quoted  in  the  Indicador  as  reliab  e author- 
ity: 

“In  the  critical  position  of  our  army,  with  regard 
to  its  implacable  enemies,  no  honorable  resource 
remains  except  to  advance  without  supplies,  lo  cap- 
ture them  from  the  immense  storehouses  of  the  ene- 
my in  Saltillo  and  Monterey , and  lo  live  upon  the 
country.  The  way  lo  glory  and  honor  is  to  be  pre- 
lerretJ  to  turning  our  backs  upon  the  enemy.  People 
will  not  now  say  that  we  are  traitors.  To  day  the 
brigades  have  begun  their  march,  and  on  Saturday 
there  departed  lO.OUO  inlantry,  5U0  horse,  and  400 
artillery,  which,  united  to  the  loices  alieady  advan- 
ced, will  swell  the  whole  body  of  the  army  lo  12,000 
inlantry , 5,000  cavalry,  and  400  arlilleiy,  with  20 
pieces  of  he-avy  caliber,  viz:  three  24’s,  iliree  18’s, 
twelve  12’s,  and  two  nioflars  ol  nine  inches;  there 
were  also  seven  hundred  mules  aiitl  Iweiiiy-oiie  wa- 
gons of  munitions  alone,  without  counting  the  equip- 
ages, camp  chests,  or  absolutely  more  than  is  set 
down.  VVe  go  to  try  our  fortune,  since  any  thing 
would  be  a less  evil  than  lo  die  of  hunger  and  com- 
plete inaction,  besides  being  called  traiiois  by  lliose 
who  really  are  such,  if  we  do  ruarcii;  wiiiiout  more 
than  twelve  day’s  provisions  lor  the  troops  and  half 
a month’s  pay  lor  the  officers,  we  will  live  upon  the 
country  anu  the  plunder  ol  the  enemy,  nu-.v  ihal  they 
will  not  lurnish  us  with  any  supplies.  Tins  resolu- 
tion IS  heroic,  and  will  always  conier  on  us  honor.” 

Dales  from  "I'nla  of  the  31st  January  slave  that 
General  Urrea  lelt  the  night  previous  lor  Santa  Bar- 
bara ainJ  Romero,  wilti  ait  liie  caialry  from  (Jiudad 
Vict  ria-  Urrea  is  ordered  to  vvaltli  the  movements 
01  the  enemy  as  tar  as  Tampiou  and  vVjunteiey,  lor 
which  service  the  cavairy  wiT  remain  under  liu  or- 
ders. He  lakes  only  live  day ’s  .supplies  [socorrosj 
and  five  day’s  rations.  An  offioei  writing,  8ay»: — 
“Last  night  an  order  was  received  to  expeoiie  the 
march,  hut  tiow  can  the  order  be  caineU  into  effect 
w tiile  llieie  are  no  mules  of  buruen,  especially  lor 
the  park  oi  cannon. 

Santa  Anna  lias  negotiated  w ith  certain  commer- 
cial houses  ol  San  Luis,  lor  diails  rho  a loan  10  the 
anu'uiil  ol  |18U.UUU,  draw  ing  on  Mexico  and  Veia 
Ciuz,  and  pltoging  all  his  properly  us  see  111  iiy . He 
has  paid  tl.is  sum  w ithin  a iiionih  to  Hie  cuminissaiy 
geaeral,  by  whom  it  has  been  diSinbuled  for  llie  suu- 
sisiaiicc  and  clolliing  ul  the  troops.  In  Uiis  way  ha 
has  beea  enabled  lo  make  his  niuvenienl  on  Meiile- 
rey. 

Ventura  Mora,  who  declared  for  a dictatorship  at 
Mazallaii,  having  plead  the  insUgaiion  ol  Santa  Anna, 
the  latter  addresseu  a commuuicaliori  lo  the  secretary 
ol  war,  lurmally  repelling  tlie  cliarge,  and  accusing 
Gen.  Ventura  rVlura  ol  a calumnious  talsehood:  It 

18  very  (dam  that  Santa  Anna  is  suspected  and  nar- 
rowly watcheujhis  uelay  at  San  Luis  has  oeeii  iinpa- 
tinily  edenouticed  111  Atexico.and  evciy  one  who  reads 
llie  long  ..ud  elahoraie  delehces  which  have  from  lime 
lo  Hme  oeeu  pul  lorih  at  Sau  Luis,  must  come  lo  the 
coiieiusiou  that  the  breach  is  -'vviueiniig  oeiweeii  the 
goveinu-eiil  and  Santa  Auiia.  J'he  movement  at 
Mazaiiau  wasdouutless  luieuded  lo  leei  Hie  pulse  ot 
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the  country.  It  has  been  supported  in  lo  q larler;  it 
has  not  eren  been  received  in  silence,  but  openly 
denounced  by  ■several  of  the  states,  and  Santa  Anna, 
prudentlv  conformins!:  to  the  present  slate  of  opinion, 
still  nianai:rs  his  defence  so  as  to  throw  additional 
opprobrium  on  the  government. 

A proposition  has  been  made  in  congress  to  trans- 
fer the  seal  of  government  from  Mexico  to  Celays 
by  the  19th  of  March,  which,  after  some  discussion 
was  referred  to  the  coimnittee  on  constitutional 
points. 

The  military  commandant  of  Veru  Cruz  has  issued 
a general  order  to  issue  provisions,  or  rations  in  kind, 
to  all  the  oGBcert  who  desire  it,  as  there  is  an 
absolute  wart  of  money  to  furnish  them  even  for  the 
supply  of  their  tables.  In  stating  the  troops  in  town 
and  castde  at  G,0U0.  I exceeded  the  number  by  more 
than  a Ihousanil.  The  number  of  regulars  was, 
however,  slated  correctly  at  2 800.  the  town  having 
1.8f)0.  The  rest  of  the  National  Guard.  Probably 
more  of  the  National  Guard  will  be  called  in  and 
located  near  the  city;  but  I donut  believe  that  many 
more  will  be  crowded  w ilhiii  the  walls,  as  they  can- 
not be  fed.  The  defences  of  this  place  appear  to 
combine  great  sirengtfi  and  great  weakness;  of  course 
the  facility  wiih  which  the  city  may  be  carried  will 
depend  upon  the  poinis  attacked.  We  are  to  day 
told  that  ihere  are  2.UU0  man  as  Alvarado — half  of 
them  regulars.  Guns'  have  been  drawn  from  every 
quarter  to  siiengiheri  the  delences,  which  now  equal 
eight  furls,  with  a total  of  sixty  guns  of  various  call 
ber.  The  entrance  to  the  river  is  also  defended  Dy 
a chain  of  shells  or  torpedoes,  which  can  be  explo- 
ded from  the  land. 

I was  pained  to  hear  from  Mr.  Rogers  that  he 
was  Oi'dered  to  Perote  on  the  14ih  instant,  and  I 
have  authentic  informaiion  that  he  started  on  the 
16lh. 

Untied  Slate)  Squadron,  Feb.  2G,  1847. 
The  subject  of  Mr  Alocha’s  despatcties  is  discus 
sed  in  the  recent  papers,  but  I liave  not  seen  or 
heard  of  any  all  .sion  to  it.  The  Vera  Cruz  papers 
state  that  our  government  have  proposed  to  Mexico  an 
indemnity  of  ticenly  millions,  for  the  tine  of  the  '2Slh 
parallel  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  del  Jforte  to  the 
Pacific.  It  IS  iimJeistood  that  Mr.  Atoeba’s  remarks 
have  confirmed  this  statement  so  far  as  this;  that 
fifteen  uiijiions  are  ofieted  for  the  auove  mentioned 
bouiidsry  line,  itie  United  Slates  waiving  ail  claims 
on  Mexico,  and  assuming  the  indemnities  due  her 
citizens 

Personally.  Senor  Atocha  appears  to  have  been 
the  must  unacceptable  person  we  could  have  sent  to 
M cxico.  iTis  I e>  eplion  at  Vera  Cruz  was  any  thing 
but  flalleiing.  H«  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  9ih, 

1 believe,  and  reached  Mexico,  according  to  the 
papers,  on  ilie  13tli.  The  next  day  he  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  cafulal  lor  a hacienda  near  Jalapa,  there  to 
await  the  response  of  tlie  govern nent.  It  is  rumored 
that  his  proposals  have  been  despatched  to  Santa 
Anna.  Judging  from  the  lone  of  the  newspapers,  I 
should  suppose  that  they  would  be  rejected  witli 
disdain.  One  print  declares  that  it  is  the  greatest 
insult  whiih  has  yet  been  oH'ored  to  Mexico;  anoiher 
asks  how  lung  .oexico  will  permit  lierseli  to  ne  set 
at  nought.  The  odium  in  which  Senor  Atocha  is 
held  has  apparently  prejudiced  the  proposals,  what- 
ever they  may  be. 

Santa  Anna  was,  by  the  latest  accounts,  (coming 
down  to  the  14lh  instant  Irom  Guadalaxai a,)  still 
adv  aiicmg  lowaide  Saltillo,  and  had  reached  Cedral. 
Oil  the  12th  an  exiraurdmary  snow  siojm  occurred 
al  San  Luis.  We  may  expect  melanclloly  accounts 
from  Ihe  deiiuued  Itlexican  army. 

The  opposiuoii  to  the  law  confiscating  the  church 
estates  IS  unabated,  and  is  beginning  to  assume  a 
more  sysleinatic  character.  'I'lie  stale  ol  Jalisco  had 
SbspetiUed  the  execution  of  the  law  until  congress 
can  cousidtr  Uie  petitions  ol  the  several  stales  lor  ils 
repeal.  Uislrusung  capita. isls  consioer  ti.e  invest 
ntenls  as  lou  insecure  tor  speculation,  even  al  enor- 
mous discounts.  1 lie  amuiint  ul  pruperly  held  in 
niortmain  is  estimated  al  5U,UUU  ODD,  and  ilie  govern- 
aitnl  cannot,  al  ihe  piopuscu  rates,  raise  1U,UUU,UUU 
by  the  satiihce  ul  ihe  ohole  ol  tins  piopcriy.  tVii. 
VVaduy  J'liumpaoh  says  that  his  icMdeiice  in  Mexico 
has  ihoioughiy  cuimuceu  hiu.  that  no  political  mu- 
veiueiil  can  succeed  to  which  Uia  priesiliouU  is  up 
pused.  ihe  issue  ol  tins  lavurite  tinaiicial  scheme 
ol  young  i aiias  is  likely  to  lllusliate  the  tiulii  ol  the 
remark,  aa  there  is  much  reason  to  suppose  that  llie 
law  will  eventually  ne  repeated. 

J he  people  ol  Vera  Uruz  h.ive  turned  out  en  masse 
to  clear  away  Uie  sand  euiUaiiUeU  against  ihe  wails 
tl  the  cay  , on  the  noilhera  and  western  siUe,  and  to 
dig  a Itch.  1 he  women  aiiU  thildieii  were  acliveiy 
engaged  in  cerrymg  a.vay  the  sand. 

rUUlllliR  l>AHTlClJi.XRS. 

The  St.  Ljuis  It.  .,1,  . . u.i.'  Jlaicli,  Ca  l. 

loudly  upun  the  prcsiucut  anu  Uepaitmeut  ol  war  lur 


attention  to  the  state  of  alTaira  towards  Santa  Fe  and 
New  Mexico.  Indepeiidenl  of  their  immediate  pre- 
dicament, as  exhibited  in  the  details  insei  t»  1 below, 
Ihe  Republican  remarks  that  “the  time  for  which  the 
Missmiri  volunteers  enrolled  themselves  is  fast  ap 
preaching  to  an  end;  and  that  long  before  relief  is 
sent  to  them,  in  the  shafie  of  additional  regimenU  of 
men,  their  term  of  service  will  have  expired.  Col. 
Doniphaa’s  regiment  was  enrolled  for  twelve  months, 
and  that  lime  ends  in  June  next  They  are  to  be 
discharged,  we  suppose,  al  Fort  Leavenworth;  and 
if  so,  within  a month  from  this  time  they  ought  to  be 
on  their  homew  ard  march.  Price’s  and  Willock’s 
men  have  a month  or  two  long"r  to  serve,  and  then 
their  places  are  to  be  supplied,  and  they  are  to  come 
home.  But  we  do  not  hear  of  any  design  to  relieve 
them. 

The  dilBculties,  resulting  in  the  murder  of  the  go- 
vernor of  the  territory' — make  it  still  more  incumbent 
on  Ihe  administration  to  throw  additional  numbers  of 
men  into  N.  Mexico.  There  were  not  troops  enough  to 
protect  the  Americans,  at  our  last  advice-,  if  the  insur- 
rection w as  as  genei  al  as  Ihe  rebels  intended  It  should 
be.  Col.  Doniphan,  with  the  most  eH'ecUvs  of  his 
forces,  was  far  ofl  on  his  way  to  Chihuahua.  Dealh 
had  cut  off  more  than  one  hundred  of  Price’s  regi- 
ment, and  many  others  were  on  the  sick  list.  De- 
tached parties  were  scattered  in  diflerenl  parts  of 
the  country,  wherever  grazing  could  be  had  for  iheir 
horses  and  animals:  and  the  information  of  the  tra- 
ders, last  from  there,  is  to  the  efl'ecl  that  there  were 
only  about  four  hundred  efficient  men  in  Santa  Fe. 
This  is  a small  force  for  the  occupation  of  aiicb  a 
town  as  Santa  Fe,  and  to  secure  the  quiet  of  the 
inhabitants  ol  the  teiritory  who  may  be  peaceab- 
ly disposed,  bul  who,  it  is  now  evident,  are  oiii- 
numbered  by  rebellious  and  treacherous  spirils. — 
Nolhiiig  bul  a nii.iierous  body  of  military,  stationed 
al  proper  poinis,  c.  n guaranty  peace  and  security 
foi  property  in  that  cuuniiy;  and  the  government 
should  al  once  send  an  additional  force  there.  We 
ought  to  be  spared,  by  proper  precautions,  the  oe 
currence  of  such  disasters  as  those  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  and  which  have  brought  deep  anguish 
to  many  families  in  ibis  cily.  Prompl  mililaiy  or- 
ders are  necessary  lor  Hits  purpo-e,  and  we  hope  to 
see  the  prestdenl  ready  to  do  his  duly  in  this  crisis  of 
atiairs.” 

The  St.  Louis  Union  of  the  9th  is  in  different  lone. 
It  says — “We  hare  published  the  rumors  which  were 
brought  lo  Independence  by  a [larly  ol  traders  on  the 
J-t  irislanl,  togelher  with  iheir  apprehensions  and 
speculations  on  the  subject;  not  doubting,  however, 
that  there  is  less  ground  lor  alarm  than  their  repro- 
seiilatiuns  would  lead  ihe  public  lo  believe.  We 
have  made  due  inquiries  ol  ttiose  genlkiiieii  likely  to 
lorm  corieci  opinions  w ilh  respect  to  affaiis  in  New 
Mexico,  olid  we  find  they  appithend  no  danger  to 
our  forces  in  that  country. 

Seveai  l American  residents  there  are  married  to 
Mexican  vvoinen,  through  wnom  they  would  proba- 
bly receive  inlormatiun  of  any  lormidable  plot  in 
season  to  prevent  its  execution.  They  have  been 
Ihere  long  enough  to  undersiand  the  true  character 
ol  Itie  inliabnaiils  and  to  guard  aga.nsl  ihreateiiej; 
danger.  It  may  be  Itiat  there  liad  been  an  outbreak 
and  some  assassmaliuns  at  'I'aos,  which  is  about 
seventy  miles  on  this  side  of  Santa  Fe,  and  one 
hnndieu  and  seventy  liom  Beni’s  Fort.  Los  Veg.is, 
is  on  this  side  of  the  Taos  Muunl..in,  near  its  fool, 
and  not  lar  Irom 'i  aos.  'Ihe  inhabiiaius  aie  in  a 
degraded  condition,  scarcely  hull  civil.zed,  and  might 
be  excited  to  muruer  wutioni  difficulty.  As  Gov. 
Beni’s  lauiily  reside  al  Taos,  it  is  supposed  ttmt  du- 
ring a V isiuhere  he  may  nave  been  murdei  ed,  tojather 
will,  the  piuminitit  Americans  wiUi  turn.  I'he  ex- 
icans  have  been  so  long  accuslomed  to  regard  the 
a>sassiMiation  ol  a govcinor  as  a coiiiplelerevolu- 
Ih  n,  lhai  they  have  Liled  Governor  Bent,  Mr.  Lee, 
tlie  shrr.tl,  and  oll.ei  ifficeis;  bul  no  one  heie  seems 
to  snppi.se  It  probable  U.dt  there  has  been  a general 
I USUI  1 eelionai  y ni'-v  eiiient  in  Ne.  Mexico. 

With  all  Ihe  iniur. nation  we  can  gather  from  the 
best  souices,  we  aie  inclined  to  the  opinrun  that,  in 


Ine  worst  aspect  of  the  case,  nothing  serious  bus 
occuiTcU  Uieia,  except  perhaps  the  assassinaiiuii  oi 
Governor  Beni,  the  Messrs.  Lee,  and  ih*  Iriends 
who  were  with  ilieiu  al  Taos,  and  that  all  appretisn- 
sion  fur  the  salety  ul  our  army  is  wholly  unnecessa- 
ry. I'he  urgent  appeal  ul  the  Independence  Exposi- 
tor and  uur  eon espondeiit  lor  more  troops  altliungh 
uiclaied  by  paliiuliu  impulses,  is  rather  picmaluie. 
Indeed,  it  Would  be  impossible,  at  this  season  ul  the 
ar,  to  marcli  a legimeiil  across  me  plains. 

Lieut.  Melt's  jouriuy  in  from  Santa  Ft. — The  sub 
joineu  letier  is  ii.mi  Liciil.  Abbrt,  of  the  U.  tS.  'rojj 
p'lgraphical  Engineer  corps,  » tiu  accuinpanied  Col. 
Frbho.ni  un  our  nl  his  tX)  e im  ns  to  the  Pacific, 

vutfi  Lmut.  Lmorv,  to  make  a lopugiapiiieal  survey  j 


of  New  Mexico.  For  several  months  past,  Lieut- 
Abert  has  been  laboring  under  severe  indisposition, 
insomuch  that  (he  department  al  the  instance  of  hit 
friends,  has  ordered  him  to  be  relieved  from  duty 
for  a time.  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  account  of  his 
trip,  tiat  he  and  the  men  with  him  have  suffered 
great  privations  and  hardships  on  the  plains: 

Turkey  Creek,  Feb  20,  1847. 

On  the  lOUi  of  last  month,  Gov.  Bent,  with  all  the 
Americans  residing  in  Taos,  were  cruelly  massacred 
by  Ihe  Nevv  Mexicans.  For  some  lime  an  outbreak 
has  been  threatening,  and  when  1 Was  in  Santa  Fo 
the  troops  were  in  a state  of  strictest  vigilance,  and 
every  one  lay  down  to  rest  with  drawn  sabres  or  pis- 
tols by  Iheir  sides.  Eight  Mexicans  has  been  arres- 
ted and  imprisoned:  liie  most  eminent  were  Thomas 
Ortiz,  second  in  co  mniand  gi>der  Armijo;  Diego 
Archulelle,  formerly  a member  of  the  Mexican  con- 
gress; Nicholas  Pino,  Santiago  Armijo,  Manual  Cha- 
z,  and  others.  These  persons  bad  arranged  a plan 
of  attack  upon  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  which  was  de- 
fer red,  in  order  to  exletid  it,  so  as  lo  produce  a com- 
plete revolution  throughout  Ihe deparlmciil  of  New 
Mexico,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  Christmas 
night,  but  the  araest  of  the  conspirators  frustrated 
Ihis  plan. 

I left  Santa  Fe  on  the  28lh  December  la«t.  bi;t  re- 
ceived letters  from  that  place  up  to  the  12' h of  Jan. 
A battle  was  fought  at  Brazilo  on  the  25lh  of  Dec., 
between  Col.  Duniphaii’s  oomma.nd  and  the  troops 
from  Chihuahua.  His  men  gained  the  field  after  a 
fight  of  twenty,  four  minutes.  This  victory  decided 
the  fate  of  El  Paso,  of  which  place  Col.  Doniphan, 
ook  possession.  My  letters  from  Col.  Doniphan 
received  In  Santa  Fe  on  the  12th,  he  slates  that  on 
seizing  the  post  office  at  El  Paso  he  got  possession  of 
eller  from  General  I'rias,  of  Chihuahua,  lo  the 
commanding  officer  at  El  Paso,  announcing  the  ad- 
varme  of  General  Wool  against  the  eily  of  Chihua- 
hua, with  2.7UU  men,  having  sent  3,100  against  Du- 
ango. 

We  shall  soon  hear,  then,  of  the  conquest  of  those 
daces,  as  C.ilonel  Doniphan  will  now  co-operate 
with  Gen.  Wool.  Col.  Price  has  ordered  Major 
Claik,  with  six  pieces  and  100  men,  to  report  to 
Colonel  Dmiiptian;  and  Captain  Burjwin,  now  at 
Alhiiqueique,  has  sent  lo  Santa  Fe  for  two  how- 
itzers. 

This  late  success  will  doubtless  quiet  the  pertur- 
bed spirits  ol  New  Mexico,  but  our  little  band  of 
men  are  in  a darigeroiw  situation.  From  the  official 
relurns  that  fell  into  my  hands,  when  in  Santa  Fe,  I 
find  the  population  of  the  departmer.t  of  New  Mex- 
ico estimated  at  100,000 — this  includes  the  Pueblos, 
nr  Indian  villagas. 

Near  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas  I lost  all  my 
mules;  they  were  stolen  by  the  Paw  nees.  'We  had 
seen  no  Indians  lor  a week  previous,  nor  did  we 
meet  any  for  four  days  subsequent  to  the  robbery. — 
On  ifie  evening  of  the  fourth  day,  while  all  the  men 
ere  in  the  traces,  laboring  lo  drag  the  wagon  to 
Pawnee  fork,  a band  of  Pawnees  came  out  and  met 
us;  they  were  seventeen  in  number,  and  I bad  four- 
teen men  well  armed.  1 went  out  and  met  the  par- 
tisan, told  him  1 was  an  officer  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  that  the  government  would  revenge  the  deeds 
of  (he  Pawnees  who  had  been  killing  our  people  and 
stealing  our  animals.  They  excused  themselves  by 
sai  iiig  that  some  of  the  young  men,  over  w hom  they 
tiad  no  control,  were  guilty  ol  the  theft. 

On  the  night  of  February  1st  we  lost  four  mules, 
which  were  frozen  to  death  in  a snow  storm. — 
February  20ih,  Mr.  Brown,  wbem  I met  carrying 
the  mail  lo  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  who  kindly  let 
me  have  some  oxen  lo  carry  the  luggage  of  the  men, 
lost  two  mules,  frozen  to  death,  and  the  next  morning 
MX  more.  1 liad  lo  dig  some  of  my  men  out  of  the 
snow  , that  lay  above  them  lo  the  depth  of  5 feel;  one 
of  them  was  dead,  another  half  frozen,  but  we  still 
eulerlain  hopes  of  his  recovery.  We  were  on  the 
licail  of  Turkey  creek  at  tire  time  of  the  storm,  en- 
tiiely  exposed  to  its  fury  for- thirty  six  hours.  My 
men  were  obliged  lo  leave  bedding,  provisions,  guns, 
and  cooking  utensils  covered  up  with  five  feet  snow. 
We  had  a long  and  difficull  march  ol  twenty  seven 
miles,  when  we  reached  CoUob  wood  Fork:  here  we 
luund  the  master  Irom  Fort  Leavenworth,  with  plen- 
ty of  provision,  and  we  are  again  all  comfortable. 

While  111  Santa  Fe,  Cul.  Price  kindly  furnished 
me  w Ilh  llie  ti  slimony  cl  some  ol  the  insui  r* clionisls, 

V.  hom  he  had  in  contmemenl.  'I'hey  were  nut  allow  ed 
lo  conveise  logellier,  and  yet  all  gave  teslimony  to 
tlie  same  eliccl:  in  lact,  their  eiid.  iice  is  so  similar 
that  I shall  only  send  you  a copy  of  one,  Iranelaiid 
Irom  Ihe  Spanish. 

THE  MARCH  OF  THE  MORMON  BATTALION. 

Exlraut  Irom  a leller,  dated  at  Las  Playas,  Sonora, 
on  the  24lh  of  NoTeniOcr,  m illeii  by  an  officer  in 

U e uu  ' ol  C d C-oke.  who  is  al  the  head  of 

the  iViuimuu  uauaiioii  oil  us  way  to  LuUJoiuio; 
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‘•We  ar*  now  aboul  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  Santa  Fe,  on  our  way  to  California.  So  far 
wo  have  been  successful  in  finding  a good  road,  that 
jnay  be  considered  a natural  one,  for  we  have  had 
but  little  work  to  do.  We  find  water  scarce,  and 
prospects  still  worse  ahead,  though  I am  in  hopes  » e 
shall  not  sufler.  The  grass  for  our  animals  is  very 
fine.  We  have  crossed  several  high  mountains,  or 
rather  passed  through  them,  without  ditBculty,  and 
have  suffered  but  little  from  cold.  Our  course  has 
been  further  south  than  we  wished  to  follow,  but  it 
was  necessary  on  account  of  water.  We  are  about 
fifty  miles  northwest  of  Yaras;  so,  by  referring  to  the 
map,  you  can  sec  our  present  position.  From  here 
we  go  to  San  Bernardino,  and  thence  to  the  Rio  San 
Pedro,  and  down  that  river  to  the  Gulf  of  California, 
and  thence  across  to  San  Diego,  and  up  the  coast  to 
Monterey.  There  our  journey  westward  will  be 
ended.  We  will  require  at  least  seventy  days  yet  to 
perform  the  trip,  for  our  animals  must  necessarily 
fail  if  we  attempt  to  push  them.  They  are  our  only 
hope,  and  it  behooves  us  to  favor  them  in  every  pos 
sible  way.  This  is  a wild  country,  and  too  far  from 
home  ever  to  be  settled  by  white  men.  The  health 
of  the  command  is  good;  in  fact,  the  air  is  loo  pure 
to  have  disease  of  any  kind  generated  in  it.” 

NBW  MEXICO — SANTA  FE — IMPORTANT. 

Piltsburg.  March  16- 

By  river  we  have  St.  Louis  papers  four  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  reaii,  with  dates  from  Santa  Fe  cover- 
ing important  news.  There  has  been  an  extensive 
Mexican  insurrection  at  Taos.  All  the  Spaniards 
■who  evinced  any  sympathy  with  the  American  cause 
had  been  compelled  to  escape. 

Gov.  Bent,  Stephen  Lee,  acting  sherifif.  General 
Elliot  Lee,  Henry  Seal  and  twenty  Americans  were 
killed  and  their  families  despoiled.  The  chief  Al- 
calde was  also  killed.  This  all  occurred  on  the  17th 
January.  The  insurrection  had  made  formidable 
head  and  the  disalfection  was  rapidly  spreading.  The 
insurrectionists  were  sending  expresses  out  all  over 
the  country  to  raise  assistance.  The  number  engag- 
ed in  the  outbreak  at  Taos  was  about  600.  They 
were  using  every  argument  to  incite  the  Indians  to 
hostilities  and  were  making  preparations  to  lake  pos- 
session of  Santa  Fe. 

The  Americans  at  Santa  Fe  had  only  about  500 
effective  men  there;  the  rest  were  on  the  sick  list  or 
had  left  to  join  Col.  Doniphan.  Such  being  their 
situation  they  cannot  -send  succor  out.  as  they  are 
hardly  able  to  defend  themselves.  It  is  thought  that 
Santa  Fe  must  be  captured,  as  neither  the  fort  nor 
block  houses  are  completed. 

It  is  announced  as  the  intention  of  the  insurrec- 
tionists who  captured  Taos,  to  take  possession  of 
the  government  wagon  trains,  which  are  carrying 
forward  our  supplies,  and  thus  cut  off  all  commnni 
cation. 

Tlie  representations  made  to  Col.  Doniphan,  that 
Chihuahua  would  bean  easy  conquest,  were  evident- 
ly intended  as  a l«r*  to  entrap  him,  beget  a spirit  of 
■eeurity,and  lead  him  far  off  into  the  interior,  where 
be  migiit  be  easily  cut  off. 

It  is  the  universal  opinion  in  Santa  Fe  (hat  if  Gen. 
Wool  had  gone  direct  to  Chihualiua  there  would 
have  been  no  trouble  in  New  Mexico.  Col.  Doni- 
phan had  pussessioD  of  Ei  Pasio  del  Norte  on  the 
28lh  December.  Letters  had  been  received  from 
the  governor  of  Chihuahua,  stating  that  Gen.  Wool 
was  within  three  days  march  of  the  capital.  This, 
too,  wasdoubiiessanolhcr  ruse  to  lure  Col.  Doniphan 
on  in  confidence,  and  cut  him  ofi'from  all  chances  of 
•scape,  or  of  failing  back  upon  Santa  Fe,  to  relieve 
it  in  its  emergency. 

The  Mexicans  are  bold  in  their  lone  and  confident 
of  capturing  Col.  Doniphan  and  his  command,  which 
consists  of  about  600  men,  500  of  them  being  of  bis 
own  troops,  the  first  regiment  of  mounted  Missouri 
volunteers,  and  a detachment  of  100  men  from  San- 
ta Fe,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Col.  Mitchell, 
of  the  2nd  regiment — consisting  of  30  men  from 
Clark’s  battalion  of  light  artillery,  under  command 
of  Capt.  Hudson  and  Lieut.  Kribben,  and  70  from 
Colonel  Price’s  regiment  and  Colonel  Willock’s  bat- 
talion. They  then  assert  that  they  will  massacre 
every  American  in  New  Mexico  and  confiscate  all 
their  goods. 

A letter  from  Lieutenant  Aberl,  United  Stales  to- 
pographical engineer,  of  later  date,  confirms  all  the 
above  intelligence.  The  details  of  the  battle  of  Bra- 
cilo  are  also  confirmed.  The  massacre  beyond 
doubt  has  beeu  a horrible  one,  of  which  we  have  as 
yet  beard  but  the  beginning,  and  the  insurrection 
has  been  kept  so  quiet  until  ail  was  ready  for  the 
outbreak,  that  our  handful  of  troops  there  must  be 
demolished,  before  any  effort  can  be  made  to  relieve 
them  from  the  most  advanced  of  our  western  milita- 
ry posts. 

Lieut.  Aberl'i  men  suQ'ered  sevefelj  coming  to 


Missouri.  The  calls  upon  government  for  prompt 
assistance  and  large  reinforcements  are  strenuous; 
and  the  situation  of  our  gallant  men,  far  away  from 
succor,  in  the  heart  of  an  enemy’s  country,  shows  the 
rashness  which  has  characterized  the  whole  advance 
into  New  Mexico. 

Eight  of  the  leading  men  engaged  in  the  conspiracy 
have  arrived,  (our  despatch  does  not  say  where,)  who 
have  made  a full  confession  of  the  w hole  plot. 

Letters  received  also  stale  that  Col.  Cook  and  the 
Mormon  battalion  were  350  miles  beyond  Santa  F«. 
They  were  generally  in  good  health  and  progressing 
slowly. — Phxla.  Morlh  Amer. 


COMMODORE  BIDDLE’S  OFFICIAL 

ACCOUNT  OF  UIS  VISIT  TO  JAPAN. 


Uxiiled  Stales  ship  Columbus, 

Off  the  coast  of  Japan,  July.  31,  1846. 

Sir: — This  ship  and  the  Vincennes  sailed  from  the 
Chusan  islands  on  the  7th  inst.  As  your  instructions 
direct  me  to  ascertain  if  the  ports  of  Japan  are  ac- 
cessible, I proceeded,  on  leaving  the  coast  of  China, 
towards  the  coast  of  Japan. 

The  Japanese,  as  you  know,  have  always  been 
more  rigid,  in  the  exclusion  of  fcreigners,  than  even 
the  Chinese.  The  only  Europeans  admitted  to  trade 
are  the  Dutch  from  Batavia;  and  their  trade  is  con- 
fined to  a single  port,  and  limited  to  one  annual  ship. 
By  the  laws  of  Japan,  foreign  ships  are  not  permit- 
ted to  anchor  in  any  port  of  the  empire,  except  that 
of  Nangasaki.  An  attempt  to  penetrate  Japan  made 
at  that  port,  would  be  sure  to  encounter  the  hostili- 
ty of  the  Dutch,  whose  exertions  have  hitherto  been 
successful  against  every  attempt  to  disturb  their  mo- 
nopoly. The  Japanese  officers  at  Nangasaki  are  with- 
out authority  to  treat  with  foreign  officers;  they 
could  not  accede  to  any  propositions;  they  could  on- 
ly transmit  them  to  the  seal  of  government  of  Keddo. 
The  distance  between  Yeddo  and  Nangasaki  is  345 
leagues,  and  the  journey  between  them  is  ‘‘usually 
performed  in  seven  weeks,”  according  to  a work  on 
Japan  published  at  New  York  in  1841.  1 concluded 

therefore,  to  proceed  direct  to  the  bay  of  Yeddo, 
where  I anchored  on  the  20th  instant,  the  Vincennes 
in  company. 

Before  reaching  the  anchorage,  an  officer  with  a 
Dutch  interpreter  came  on  board.  He  inquired  what 
was  my  object  in  coming  to  Japan?  1 answered,  that 
1 came  as  a friend,  to  ascertain  whether  Japan  had 
like  China,  opened  her  ports  to  foreign  trade,  and,  if 
she  had,  to  fix  by  treaty  the  conditions  on  which 
American  vessels  should  trade  with  Japan.  He  re- 
quested me  to  commit  this  answer  to  writing,  and  I 
gave  him  a written  paper,  a copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted.  He  informed  me  that  any  sup- 
plies 1 might  require  would  be  furnished  by  the  go- 
vernment. To  my  inquiry,  whether  I would  be  al- 
lowed to  go  on  shore,  he  replied  in  the  negative. 

He  objected  te  our  boats  passing  between  this  ship 
and  the  Vincennes;  but  as  I insisted  upon  it,  he  yield- 
ed. Upon  anchoring,  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  a 

vast  number  of  boats  belonging  to  the  government. 

The  ship  was  soon  thronged  with  Japanese.  1 per- 
mitted  them  to  come  on  board  in  large  numbers,  that 
all  might  be  convinced  of  our  friendly  disposition,  as 
well  as  our  ability,  in  any  event,  to  lake  care  of  our- 
selves. 

On  the  following  morning  an  officer,  apparently 
of  higher  rank,  came  on  board.  He  stated,  that 
foreign  ships,  upon  eniering  a port  of  Japan,  always 
landed  their  guns,  muskets,  swords,  &c.  1 told  him 

it  was  impossible  to  do  so,  that  trading  vessels  only 
could  be  be  expected  to  do  so,  and  I assured  him 
that  we  were  peaceably  disposed.  He  informed  me 
that  ray  written  paper  of  the  preceding  day  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  Emperor,  who  was  at  some  dis- 
tance from  Yeddo,  and  that  an  answer  would  be  re- 
ceived in  five  or  six  days.  1 asked  him  why  we 
were  surrounded  by  boats,  and  he  replied,  that  they 
might  be  reaJy  in  case  we  wanted  them  to  low  the 
ship.  This,  of  course,  was  not  true;  the  object,  of 
course,  being  to  prevent  us  from  communicating  with 
the  shore.  Wtien  our  boats  were  sent  to  sound  at 
some  distance  from  the  ship.  Japanese  boats  followed 
them,  without,  however,  molesiing  them.  During 
our  whole  slay  these  boats  continued  about  the  ship, 
1 had  on  board  copies  in  Chinese  of  the  French,  En- 
glish, and  American  treaties  with  China.  1 offered 
these  treaties  to  the  Japanese  officer,  who  declined 
receiving  them,  saying  that  he  could  not  receive 
them  without  the  permission  of  his  Emperor.  I of- 
fered these  treaties  subsequently  to  other  Japanese 
officers,  who  in  the  like  manner  declined  to  receive 
them. 

It  IS  worth  while,  perhaps,  to  mention  that  on  the 
first  day,  the  Japanese  undertook  to  water  the  ship, 
they  sent  off  180  gallons;  and  on  the  second  day. 


160  gallons;  our  daily  consumption  being  nearly  800 
gallons.  I told  the  officer,  unless  they  watered  the 
ship  properly,  that  1 would  send  our  own  boats  on 
shore  for  water.  He  said  there  would  be  trouble  if 
I sent  our  boats  on  shore.  I replied  that  I should  be 
obliged  to  do  so  if  they  continued  as  heretofore  to 
supply  us  inadeqately.  The  result  was  that  on  the 
(bird  day,  upwards  of  11,000  gallons  were  brought 
off,  and  on  ihe  following  day  nearly  10,000. 

On  the  25th, having  not  received  any  answer  to  the 
papers  sent  on  shore  five  days  previously,  I express- 
ed to  the  Japanese  officer  my  surprise  at  the  delay, 
and  requested  him  to  inform  the  governor  of  Yeddo, 
and  I desired  an  answer  as  early  as  possible. 

On  the  27th,  an  officer,  with  a suite  of  eight  per- 
sons, came  on  board  with  the  Emperor’s  answer. — 
The  answer  w^s  translated,  by  the  interpreter,  as  fol- 
lows: 

‘‘According  to  the  Japanese  laws,  the  Japanese 
may  not  trade,  except  with  the  Dutch  and  Chinese. 
It  will  not  be  allowed  that  America  make  a treaty 
with  Japan  or  trade  with  her,  as  the  same  is  not  al- 
lowed with  any  other  nation.  Concerning  strange 
lands,  all  Hungs  are  fixed  at  Nangasaki,  but  not  here 
in  the  bay;  therefore  you  must  depart  as  quick  as 
possible,  and  not  come  any  more  in  Japan.” 

I slated  to  the  officer  that  the  United  States  wished 
to  make  a treaty  of  co  iimerce  with  Japan,  but  not 
unless  Japan  also  wished  a treaty;  that  I came  her* 
for  information  on  this  subject,  and  having  now  as- 
certained that  J.apan  is  not  yet  prepared  to  open  her 
ports  to  foreign  trade,  I should  sail  the  next  day  if 
the  weather  permitted.  This  answer  was,  at  the  of- 
ficer’s request,  committed  to  writing,  and  was  given 
to  him.  The  Emperor’s  letter  1 forwarded  by  the 
Vincennes  to  Dr.  Parker  at  Canton,  for  translation, 
and  requested  him  to  transmit  to  you  tlie  original  and 
the  translation  of  it. 

I may  here  mention  that  Mr.  Wolcott,  our  coniul 
at  Shangai,  informed  me  that  he  had  sold  American 
cotton  to  some  extent  to  Chinese  merchants  for  ship- 
ment to  Nangasaki.  In  this  way  the  supply  of  Amer- 
ican cottons  in  Japan  may  perhaps  become  equal  to 
the  demand. 

While  at  Batavia  in  October  last,  I was  infor.Tiad 
that  the  Dutch  trade  at  Japan  was  insignificant  in 
amount;  that  its  profits  scarcely  covered  the  expen- 
ses of  the  factery  and  of  the  customary  presents — 
and  the  Dutch  valued  their  intercourse  with  Jaapn 
chiefly  because,  while  their  own  flag  was  admitted, 
all  other  European  llags  were  excluded — a distinc- 
tion gratifying  tu  their  national  pride.  This  account 
of  the  trade  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  fact  that 
some  years  ago  the  Dutch  East  India  company  vol- 
untarily relinquished  it  to  the  Dutch  government. — 
It  is  confirmed  also  by  the  accompanying  letter  to  me 
from  out  consul  at  Batavia,  Mr.  Roberts,  a well  in- 
formed merchant,  who  has  resided  many  years  in  the 
East  Indies. 

1 must  now  communicate  an  occurrence  of  an  un- 
pleasant character.  On  the  morning  that  the  officer 
came  down  in  a junk  with  the  Emperor’s  letter,  I 
was  requested  to  go  on  board  the  junk  to  receive  it. 
1 refused,  and  informed  the  interpreter  that  the  offi- 
cer must  deliver  on  board  ihisshiy  any  letter  that 
had  beer  entrusted  him  for  me.  To  this  the  officer 
assented,  but  added  that  my  letter,  having  been  de- 
livered  on  board  the  American  ship,  he  thought  the 
Emperor’s  letter  should  be  delivered  on  board  the 
Japanese  vessel.  As  the  Japanese  officer,  though  at- 
taching importance  to  liis  own  proposal,  had  with- 
drawn it  as  soon  as  I objected  to  it,  I concluded  that 
it  might  be  well  for  me  to  gratify  him,  and  I inform- 
ed the  interpieter  ihal  1 would  go  on  board  the  jui:k, 
and  their  receive  the  letter.  The  interpreter  th  en 
went  on  board  the  junk.  In  an  hour  afterwards,  I 
went  alongside  the  junk  in  the  ship’s  boat,  in  my  uui- 
form.  At  the  moment  that  I was  stepping  on  board, 
a Japanese  on  the  deck  of  the  junk  gave  me  a blow 
or  a push,  which  threw  me  back  into  the  boat.  1 ira- 
Biediately  called  to  the  interpreter  to  have  the  man 
seized,  and  then  returned  to  the  ship.  I was  follow- 
ed on  board  by  the  interpreter  and  a number  of  Ja- 
panese officers. 

They  all  expressed  the  greatest  concern  at  what 
had  occurred:  stated  that  the  offender  was  a com- 
mon soldier  on  board,  and  assured  me  that  he  should 
be  punished  severely.  J'hey  added  in  what  manner 
1 wishe.i  him  to  be  punished,  and  1 replied  accord- 
ing to  ibe  laws  of  Japan.  1 slated  that  tlie  officers 
also  were  greatly  to  blame,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been  on  deck  to  receive  me.  They  declared  that 
they  had  not  expected  me  alongside;  and  1 was  sub- 
sequently convinced  that,  owing  to  bad  inlerprela- 
liou,  they  believed  my  final  decision  had  bean  that 
they  were  to  come  to  the  ship.  1 was  caretul  to  im- 
press upon  them  all  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  that 
bad  bean  commiUed,  and  how  much  they  o»\ed  to 
my  forbearance.  They  manifested  great  anxiely  and 
apprehension,  and  endeavored  in  every  way  to  a,.- 
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pease  me.  In  the  rd  irse  of  the 'lar,  the  t;  ivernor  of 
Yeil'lo  sent  an  olRi’er  ti  inform  ne  inat  llie  man 
shonld  be  severely  punished,  and  hoped  I would  n t 
think  loo  seriously  of  the  aH'air.  Tlie  conilimt  of  the 
man  is  inexplicable,  especially  as  all  the  Japanese 
in  and  obont  the  ship  had  evinced  great  g lod  nature 
in  their  intercourse  with  us. 

As  I was  convinced  that  the  outrage  had  been 
committed  without  the  procurement  or  knowledste 
of  the  Japanese  officers,  and  as  every  atonement  that 
I could  expect  or  desire  was  promptly  renJereil,  1 
ahould  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  communicate 
this  occurrence,  except  to  guard  against  any  incor- 
rect statement  that  may  appear  in  the  public  prints. 

1 tailed  from  the  bay  of  Yeddo  on  the  29lh.  The 
Vincennes  parted  company  yesterday.  1 enclose  a 
copy  of  her  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  George  B.vncroft, 

Secretary  of  the  f</avy,  IVashinglon. 


MR.  CALHOUN’S  RECEPTION, 

AT  CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 


A public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
was  held  on  the  9lh  instant,  at  which  the  Hon.  Henry 
Baily  presided,  aided  by  fifteen  vice  presidents  and 
two  secretaries.  The  meeting  adopted  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Charleston  have  ob- 
served with  pride  and  pleasure,  the  able  and  dignifi- 
ed conduct  of  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  in  defence 
of  the  rights  of  the  south  and  the  guarantees  of  the 
constitution. 

Resolved,  That  his  efforli  in  their  behalf  deserve 
the  highest  approval  and  fullest  confidence  of  his 
constituents,  and  this  meeting  tender  him  their  cor- 
dial welcome  on  his  return  to  his  home. 

A committee  was  appointed  to  invite  Mr.  Calhoun 
to  attend  the  meeting,  and  a committee  of  twenty- 
five  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  resolutions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting,  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  congress  upon  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  “three  million  bill,”  known  as  the  “Wilmot 
proviso.” 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  compliance  with  the  invitation 
attended  and  addressed  the  meeting. 

The  committee  of  twenty-five,  of  which  Col. 
J.  W.  Hatne  was  chaiiniai),  made  the  following 
REPORT. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  devel- 
opments of  the  last  year,  at  the  seat  of  the  federal 
government,  and  in  the  non. slaveholding  states  gen- 
erally, indicate  a condition  of  things  in  regard  to  the 
douiesuc  institutions  peculiar  to  the  south,  requiiing 
the  most  earnest  consideration  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  slavelioldiiig  slates.  Your  committee  think 
they  perceiie  in  the  events  of  the  session  of  con- 
gress whiefi  has  just  closed  and  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  preceding  session,  in  the  lone  and  temper  of 
the  northern  press  during  tbe  interval,  and  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  legislatures  of  most  of  the  aon-alavehol- 
ding  stales,  conclusive  evidence  of  a fixed  determi- 
nation, on  the  part  of  these  slates,  that  slavery  shall 
not  hereafter  exist  in  any  of  the  territories  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  that  no  state  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  whose  constitution  tolerates  its  ex- 
istence. 

1 he  committee  present  an  impartial  statement  of 
the  facts  and  circumstances  upon  whieh  Ibis  conclu- 
sion tests. 

The  first  indication  which  they  propose  to  notice 
is  the  “Wifiiiot  proviso,”  introduced  by  a member 
from  Pennsylvania,  at  the  close  of  the  session  of 
congress  of  Itie  fast  year.  This  was  an  amendment 
of  the  two  niiilioii  bill,  authorizing  the  appropriation 
of  Itiat  sum  tor  negoiialiiig  a peace  with  wexico, 
which  provided  as  a “fundamental  condition”  to  the 
acquisition  ol  any  territory  Irooi  Uie  Republic  of 
Mexico,  “tlial  slavery  should  oe  forever  excluded.” 
1 Ins  passed  the  house  of  representatives  by  a vole 
of  85  to  8U. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  session  Just  expired,  a 
bill  was  reported  lor  organizing  a territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Oregon,  and  in  this  again,  was  introdu- 
ced the  provision  that  slavery  sliould  be  excluded; 
• II  relerenee  being  purposely  omitted  to  the  line  ol 
compromise,  established  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
Missouri  eonlroversy.  Thu  could  have  been  inten- 
ded only  as  the  annunciation  of  a principle — me 
principle  of  the  VVilmol  proviso,  that  slaver)  sliould 
be  excluded  from  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stales  from  the  high  northern  latitude  of  Oregon, 
and  the  nature  ol  its  productions,  il  is  i lear  that  no 
apprabensiun  could  have  ueeu  eniertaiiied  tbit  slave- 
ry wouid  ever  be  ac'ually  introduced  into  that  ter- 
ritory Besides,  the  go>>d  lailh.  with  which  Hie  sonii, 
had  •ver  adhered  lo  the  cumpronuses  which  at  varl- 


I ons  limes  she  has,  for  the  sake  of  harmony  and 
I union,  entered  into  with  her  sister  stales,  was  a 
guaranty  that  ,«he  would  never  »sk  for  the  exlen-ion 
of  slavery  beyoml  SG''  30'  of  north  latitude,  the  line 
ol  the  Missouri  compromise.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  doubts  eniertaiiied  n the  south,  as  to  the 
propriety  ofliaving  yield.-d  this  miieli,  no  one  man  in 
the  soiitli  has  ever  proposed  the  vioiatioii  of  itiis  com. 
promise.  Whence  then  the  pretence  for  the  prerna- 
tiire  introduction  of  such  a provision  a'  to  Oregon, 
unless  as  the  enunciation  of  a principle,  intended  as 
Uie  basts  of  futuie  action,  or  what  is  worse,  ai  a 
giat  lilmis  insult  lo  the  south?  But  if  we  are  allow- 
ed to  doubt  upon  the  bill  itself,  the  vote  upon  Mr. 
Burt’s  amendment  was  not  to  be  mistaken.  He 
proposed  the  extension  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
line,  westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pa- 
cific. and  il  was  rejected  by  a large  majority. 

The  next  manifestation,  which  your  committee 
would  present,  is  the  motion  by  Mr.  Preston  King, 
of  New  York,  to  introduce  a bill  providing  for  tlie 
appropriation  of  three  millions,  for  negotiating  a 
peace  with  Mexico,  attaching  thereto  substantially 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  This  was  sustained  by  a large 
majority  of  the  house  ol  representatives  and  only 
failed  because  the  rules  required  a vote  of  two- 
thirds  to  grant  leave  to  introduce  a bill  out  of  its 
order. 

The  movement  from  New  York  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Wilmol’s  renewal  of  his  amendment  of  the  ses- 
sion proceeding,  which  v/as  carried, ;and  the  bill  sent 
to  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  Wilmot 
proviso  attached  thereto.  While  before  the  house, 
a member  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Douglass)  again  pro- 
posed tho  adoption,  in  this  matter,  of  the  Mis-ouri 
compromise,  which  proposition  was  again  rejec- 
ted. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  senate,  the  Wilmot  proviso 
was  defeated  by  a vole  of  Ibirly-one  to  twenty-one, 
but  your  committee  are  constrained  to  believe  that 
il  would  be  a dangerous  delusion  lo  look  upon  this 
vole  as  indicative  of  the  views  of  the  senate  upon 
the  prt/ici/i/e  involved.  The  remarks  of  the  senators 
from  the  non  slaveholding  slates,  who  voted  against 
the  proviso,  evinced  clearly,  that  they  opposed  it, 
only  because  they  thought  it  was  not  the  proper 
time  and  occasion  lo  carry  out  the  policy  it  embraced. 
Nay,  their  own  declarations  manifested  that  those 
senators,  when  the  territory  was  acquired, 
would  be  found  united  with  the  other  senators  from 
the  noii-slaveholdiiig  stales. 

Your  committee  consider  the  action  of  the  senate 
when  taken  in  connection  with  the  proclaimed  in-- 
teations  of  the  northern  senators  voting  in  the  ma- 
jority as  strongly  confirmatory  of  their  conviction 
already  expressed,  as  to  the  detetmination  of  the 
riun  slaveholding  slates. 

In  furltier  support  of  their  conclusions  your  com- 
mittee would  refer  to  the  tone  and  temper  of  the 
press,  both  whig  and  democratic,  throughout  the 
iioii-siareholding  stales,  in  Hie  interval  between  the 
two  sessions  of  congress  and  down  lo  the  present 
lime,  as  atiurding  abundant  evidence  that  the  people 
of  those  stales  sustain  the  action  of  their  represeu- 
tatives  in  congress. 

But  tliis  is  not  all.  We  have  the  further  evidence 
of  the  action  of  the  legislatures  of  nine  of  the  non 
slaveholding  slates  wlio  have  already  moved  in  this 
matter,  and  wc  have  every  reason  lo  apprehend  that 
others  will  follow  their  exa  . pie.  The  state  which 
have  at  this  lime  spoken,  are  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Ohio  and  Michigan. — 
1 he  legislatures  of  these  slates  have  all  more  than 
sauctiuiied  the  Wilmot  proviso.  They  have  passed 
[esohitions  oenounciiig  slavery  as  “a  great  calamity, 
and  an  inirnense  moral  and  political  evil”  protesting 
against  Its  further  exleiisioii,  and  inslrucliiig  their 
senators  and  requesting  iheir  representatives  in  con. 
grass  lo  resist  and  iniroduciiori  into  any  other  slates 
or  territories  of  the  United  Stales. 

Do  not  these  acts,  which  are  indisputable,  prove 
to  deuiunstratioii,  the  correctness  of  the  opinion 
which  your  conimillee  have  expressed,  that  a great 
majority  of  the  people,  of  both  partios  and  of  oil  parlies, 
in  the  non  slaveholding  stales,  have  deliberately  deterinin 
td  that  the  institution  of  slaves y shall  not,  within  the 
limits  of  the  Lini  ed  States,  extend  beyond  its  present 
boundary;  that  il  shall  not  hereaf  ter  exist  in  any  territo- 
ry; and  that  no  slate  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  in 
ivhich  il  is  not  forever  prohibited. 

It  ina)  be  llial  party  considerations  or  views  of 
policy  will  prevent,  lor  a lime,  a definite  action  upon 
this  delerninialion,  bnl  that  its  enforcement,  when 
nacessai  y,  is  firmly  resolved  on,  your  committee  can- 
not doubt.  To  wail  for  further  evidence  of  a fixed 
mleiil,  would  be  unwise  and  dangerous.  What  is 
lo  be  (lone  in  the  premises  your  committee  will  not 
undertake  to  lecoiinuend.  They  deem  it  a great 
and  coleuio  quusiioo,  dtimaiiding  an  instant  calm 


and  deliberate  consideration  of  every  southern  man 
who  values  the  heritage  derived  from  our  fathers,  or 
our  own  honor  and  safety.  \nd  action  of  some 
sort,  firm,  united  and  concerivj  a''  ' /!i,if.  cei  uinly 
necessary. 

Yonr  committee  submit  lliat  what  the  non  slave 
holding  slates  regard  as  slavery  simply,  is  with  us  a 
political  institution,  by  the  preservation  of  which 
the  two  races  in  Uie  southern  states,  who  inhabit 
tliein,  in  not  very  unequal  numbers,  may  live  togeth- 
er as  experience  deraouatrates,  in  peace  and  pros- 
pi  r.ty.  Destroy  this  relation,  and  the  inevitable  re- 
sult would  be  the  destruction  of  one  race  or  the 
oUier.  No  other  relation  has  ever  been  suggested 
by  which  they  can  live  together,  in  numbers  so  near- 
ly equal,  without  a conflict.  Continue  this  relation, 
and  the  slaveholding  states  will  remain  a great  and 
flourishing  community,  increasing  in  wealth  and 
population  and  adding  more  to  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  world, 
than  any  other  community  of  equal  numbers.  In 
any  other  relation,  we  will  become  impoverisbeJ 
and  wretched — miserable  ourselves  without  at  all 
contributing  to  the  prosperity  or  happiness  of  oth- 
ers. 

To  preserve  this  Institution  your  commitlee  are 
well  con\ inced,  that  the  slaveholding  stales  must 
jealously  watch  their  rights  under  the  constitution 
— must  insist  upon  that  proportionate  influence,  in- 
tended lo  be  secured  to  them  by  the  cornpromisea  of 
that  compact — and,  above  all,  must  at  all  hazards, 
and,  at  all  limes  mainlnin  their  echjalitt,  full  and 
COMPLETE,  toilh  whatever  other  communities  they  hold 
connection. 

As  lo  our  rights,  under  the  constitution,  we  hold 
it  lo  be  clear  and  unquestionable,  that  the  slavehol- 
ding states  are  entitled  lo  an  equal  participation  in 
the  territories  of  the  United  Stales.  And  so  we  ut- 
terly deny  the  right  of  congress  (o  exclude  a luw 
state,  applying  for  admission  lo  our  Union,  on  ac- 
count of  the  existence  of  any  domestic  institution 
which  teas  tolerated  in  the  original  thirteen. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions: 

1st  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a 
submission  to  the  proposed  exclusion  from  an  equal- 
ity of  benefits,  in  the  territories  of  the  United  Stales, 
beyond  what  is  already  yielded  by  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, would  be  unwise,  dangerous,  dishonorable, 
and  debasing. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  this  is  a question  paramount  to 
all  considerations  of  parly,  or  mere  temporary  poli- 
cy, and  that  he  who  falters,  and  Esau  like,  barters 
his  birthright  for  a mess  of  pottage  is  recreant  to 
the  memory  of  the  past,  to  his  duty  in  the  present 
and  a traitor  to  posterity. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  cordially  respond 
to  the  resolutions  lately  passed  by  the  house  of  dele- 
gates in  tne  slate  of  Virginia— that  they  hereby  re- 
iterate the  same  and  adopt  them,  as  expressing  not 
only  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  and  of  Charleston 
district,  but,  as  they  believe,  of  the  stale  or  South 
Carolina,  and,  as  they  confidently  hone,  of  the  whole 
South. 

The  Virginia  resolutions  are  at  follows: 

Be  it  unanimously  resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  That  the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
has  no  control,  directly  or  indirectly,  mediately  or 
iiiirnedialely,  over  the  institution  of  slavery , and  that, 
in  taking  any  such  control,  il  transcends  the  limits  of 
Its  legitimate  functions  by  destroying  the  internal 
organization  of  the  sovereignties  who  created  it. 

2.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  under  no  circum- 
stances will  this  body  recognise  as  binding  any  en- 
actment of  the  federal  government  which  has  for 
Its  object  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  any  territory 
to  be  acquin  d either  by  conquest  or  treaty;  holding 
it  lo  he  the  natural  and  indefeasible  right  of  each 
and  every  citizen  of  eaeh  and  every  slate  of  tlie  eori- 
federacy,  to  reside  with  his  property,  of  whatever 
description,  in  any  territory  which  may  be  acquired 
by  the  armes  of  the  United  States,  of  yieljled  by 
treaty  with  any  foreign  power. 

3.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  general  assem- 
oly  holds  It  to  be  the  duty  of  every  man,  in  every 
-eclion  of  this  confederacy,  if  the  union  is  dear  to 
‘iim,  to  oppose  the  passage  of  any  law,  for  whaleyor 
purpose  by  which  territory  to  be  acquired  may  be 
‘Ubjecl  to  such  a restriction. 

4.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  passage  of  the 
above  mentioned  proviso  makes  it  tbe  duty  of  every 
slaveholding  state,  and  all  the  citizens  thereof  as 
they  value  their  dearest  privileges,  their  sovereignly 
their  independence,  their  rights  of  property,  to  take’ 
firm,  united  and  concerted  actiots  in  ttiis  emergency. 

The  chair  having  announced  that  the  report  and 
resoluliona  were  before  the  meeting,  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  loudly  called  for,  who  alter  having  exoressed 
his  warm  approbation  of  the  report  and  resolution* 
spoke  at  much  length  in  relation  lo  the  recent  action 
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of  coDgre«8  upon  oiatteri  deeply  in?olvinj  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  southern  states — and  the  aggres- 
siTe  s-pirit  manifested  in  the  non-slavebolding  states. 
He  depicted,  in  most  forcible  language,  the  extent  of 
this  spirit— its  origin — its  objects — its  consequence  if 
not  properly  met — and  the  remedy.  He  was  re- 
peatedly interrupted  during  the  progress  of  his  re- 
marks, by  the  plaudits  of  the  audience,  and  at  its 
close  She  whole  assemblage  manifested  their  concur- 
rence in  its  sentiments  by  the  most  enthusiastic 
cheering. 

The  qijeslion  was  then  taken  on  the  report  and  re 
solutions  of  the  committee,  and  they  were  adopted 
by  acclamation. 

W.  Alston  Pringle,  esq.  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  being  seconded  by  Jos.  H.  Dukes, 
esq.  in  some  rery  happy  remarks,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  ten- 
dered to  the  hon.  A.  P.  Butler,  for  the  vigilance  and 
ability  which  he  has  displayed  in  the  station  to  which 
he  has  been  elevated  by  the  voice  of  the  state,  and 
that  this  meeting  recognise,  in  his  course  and  in  that 
of  our  own  representative,  the  hon.  I.  E.  Holme's, 
conduct  worthy  of  men  who  have  been  entrusted 
with  the  solemn  duty  of  sustaining  the  honor  and 
rights  of  their  respective  constituencies. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  came  forward,  and  was  recoived 
■with  great  cheering.  He  very  forcibly  and  felici- 
tously alluded  to  the  objects  of  the  meeting  and  to 
the  report  and  resolutions,  which  so  happily  embodi- 
ed their  seotiments,  and  in  which  he  most  heartily 
concurred.  He  was  repeatedly  cheered  during  his 
remarks,  and  at  their  conclusion, 

On  motion  of  Otis  Mills,  esq.  the  meeting  adjourn- 
ed, H.  BAILEY,  chairman. 


S.  Y.  Topper,  ) 
A.  Moise,  jr.  y 


Secretaries. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER,  OF  .MASS., 

ON  THE  THREE  MILLION  BILL. 


In  U.  S.  senate,  March  1,  1847. 

The  senate  having  under  consideration  the  three 
million  bill,  and  the  question  having  been  put  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill  for  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Wbbster  said:  If  my  health  had  been  better, 
and  more  time  had  remained  us,  it  was  my  purpose 
to  address  the  senate  on  the  bill  before  it,  and  also 
on  several  topics  with  which  it  is  connected.  This 
purpose  under  existing  circumstances,  1 must  neces- 
sarily forego.  The  true  origin  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, and  the  motives  and  purposes  for  which  it  was 
originally  commenced,  however  ably  discussed  al- 
ready, are  subjects  not  yet  exhausted.  I have  been 
particularly  desirous  of  examining  them.  I am 
greatly  deceived  Mr.  President,  if  we  shall  not  ere 
long  see  facts  coming  to  the  light,  and  circumstances 
found  cxnnciding  and  concurring,  which  shall  fix  on 
the  executive  government  a more  definite  and  die 
linct  purpose,  intended  to  be  effected  with  the  co- 
operation of  others,  in  bringing  on  hostilities  with 
Mexico,  than  has  as  yet  been  clearly  developed  or 
fully  understood. 

At  present,  I should  hardly  have  risen,  but  to  lay 
before  the  senate  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  Massachusetts,  adopted  on  Thursday 
last.  We  have  a great  deal  of  commentary  and  cri- 
ticism on  slate  resolutions  brought  here.  Those  of 
Michigau  particularly  have  been  very  sharply  and 
narrowly  looked  into,  to  see  whether  they  really 
mean  what  they  seem  to  mean.  These  resolutions  of 
Massachusetts  I hope  are  sufficiently  distinct  and  de- 
cided. They  admit  of  neither  doubt  nor  cavil,  even 
if  doubt  or  cavil  were  permissible  in  such  a case. 
What  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  thinks,  it  has 
said,  and  said  plainly  end  directly.  Mr.  President,  1 
have  not,  before  any  tribunal,  tried  my  ingenuity  at 
what  the  lawyers  call  a special  demurrer  for  many 
years;  and  I never  tried  it  here  in  the  senate.  In  the 
business  of  legislation,  and  especially  in  considering 
state  resolutions  and  the  proceedings  of  public  as- 
semblies, it  is  our  duty  of  course  to  understand  every- 
thing according  to  the  common  meaning  of  the  words 
used.  Of  all  occasions,  these  are  the  last  in  which 
one  should  stick  in  the  bark,  or  seek  for  loop  holes, 
or  means  of  escape;  or,  in  the  language  of  an  emi- 
nent judge  of  foimer  times,  “bitch  and  hang  on  pins 
and  particles.”  W©  must  take  the  substance  fairly 
and  as  it  is,  and  not  hesitate  about  forms  and  phrases. 
When  public  bodies  addrese  us,  whetlier  we  comply 
with  their  wishes  or  not,  we  are  at  least  hound  to 
understand  them  as  they  mean  to  be  understood;  to 
seek  for  no  subterfuges,  and  to  rely  on  no  far-fetched 
and  subtle  difficulties  or  exceptions.  Ail  such  at- 
tempts will  bo  justly  regarded  only  as  so  many  con- 
trivances, resorted  to  to  gel  rid  of  tiie  responsibility 
of  meeting  the  public  vuice  directly  and  manfully, 
and  looking  out  constituents  boldly  in  the  face. 


Sir,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a war,  not  waged  at 
home  in  defence  of  our  soil,  but  waged  a thousand 
miles  off,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  territory  of  another 
government.  Of  that  war,  no  one  yet  sees  the  end, 
and  no  one  counts  the  cost.  It  is  not  denied  that  this 
war  IS  now  prosecuted  for  the  acquisition  of  territo- 
ry; at  least,  if  any  deny  it,  others  admit  it,  and  all 
know  it  to  he  true. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  plainly  seeing  this 
purpose  to  exist,  seven  or  eight  of  the  free  slates, 
comprising  some  of  the  largest,  have  remonstrated 
against  the  prosecution  of  the  war  for  such  a pur- 
pose, in  language  suited  to  express  their  meaning. — 
These  remonstrance-  come  here  with  the  distinct  and 
precise  object  of  dissuading  us  from  the  further  pro- 
secution of  the  war  for  the  acquisition  of  territory 
by  conquest.  Before  territory  is  actually  obtained, 
and  its  future  character  fixed,  they  beseech  us  to  give 
up  an  object  so  full  of  danger.  One  and  all,  they 
protest  against  the  extension  of  slave  territory;  one 
and  all,  they  regard  it  as  a solemn  duty  of  tbeVepre- 
seiitatives  of  the  free  states  to  take  security  in  ad- 
vance that  no  more  slave  states  shall  be  added  to  the 
Union.  They  demand  of  us  this  pledge — this  assur- 
ance, before  the  purchase  money  is  paid  or  the  bar- 
gain concluded.  And  yet  Mr.  President,  ingenuity 
bes  been  taxed  to  its  utmost;  criticisms  both  deep 
and  shallow,  and  hypercriticisms  quite  incomprehen- 
sible, have  all  been  resorted  to,  in  the  hope  of  show- 
ing that  we  do  not  understand  the  people;  that  their 
resolution!  are  not  what  they  seem  to  be;  that  they 
do  not  require  any  immediate  movement  or  present 
opposition;  that  they  only  look  to  tome  distant  fu- 
ture, some  emergencies  yet  to  arise;  that  they  only 
refer  to  a disposition  in  regard  to  territory,  after  it 
shall  have  been  acquired  and  settled;  and  in  one  in- 
stance, 1 think,  it  was  said  that  it  did  not  appear 
that  anything  was  required  of  us  for  fifty  years  to 
come. 

Mr.  President,  1 understand  all  these  things  very 
differently.  Such  is  not  the  voice  of  the  free  states, 
and  of  other  states,  as  I receive  it.  Their  trumpet 
gives  forth  no  uncertain  sound.  Its  tones  are  clear 
and  distinct.  I understand  a loud  and  imperative 
call  is  made  upon  us  to  act  now;  to  take  securities 
now;  to  make  it  certain  now  that  no  more  slave 
states  shall  ever  be  added  to  this  Union. 

1 will  read  sir,  the  Massachusetts  resolutions: 
‘*Eesolved  unanimously,  That  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  views  the  existence  of  human  slavery 
w ithin  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales  as  a great  ca- 
lamity— an  immense  moral  and  political  evil,  which 
ought  to  be  abolished  as  soon  as  that  end  can  be  pro- 
perly and  constitutionally  attained;  and  that  its  ex- 
tension should  be  uniformly  and  earnestly  opposed 
by  gll  good  and  patriotic  men  throughout  the  Union. 

"Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts will  sirenuoiisly  resist  the  annexation  of  any 
new  territory  to  this  Union,  in  w-hich  the  institution 
of  slavery  is  to  be  tolerated  or  established;  and  the 
legislature,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth,  do  hereby  solemnly  protest  against  the  ac- 
quisilion  of  any  additional  territory,  without  an  ex- 
press provision  by  congress  that  there  shall  be  nei- 
ther slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  such  terri 
tory,  otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of  crime.” 

Sir,  is  there  any  possibility  of  misunderstanding 
this?  Is  there  any  escape  from  the  meaning  of  this 
language?  And  yet  they  are  hardly  more  explicit 
than  the  resolutions  of  other  legislatures — Michigan, 
New  York,  Vermont,  and  all  the  rest. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts  is, 
I believe,  the  most  numerous  legislative  body  in  the 
country.  On  this  occasion  it  was  not  full;  but  among 
those  present  there  was  an  entire  unanimity.  For 
the  resolutions  there  were  232  votes;  against  them, 
none.  Not  one  man  stood  up  to  justify  the  war  upon 
such  grounds  as  those  upon  which  it  has  been,  from 
day  today,  defended  here.  Massachnsolts,  without 
one  dissenting  voice — and  I thank  her  for  it,  and  am 
proud  of  her  for  it — has  denounced  the  whole  object 
for  which  our  armies  are  now  traversing  the  moun- 
tains of  Mexico,  or  about  to  plunge  into  the  pesti- 
lence of  her  coasts.  The  people  of  Massachusetts 
ars  as  unanimous  as  the  members  of  their  legislature, 
and  so  are  her  representatives  here.  1 have  heard 
no  man  in  the  state,  in  public  or  private  life,  express 
a difl'erent  opinion.  If  anythmg  is  certain,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  north  is  utterly 
opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  territory  to  be  formed 
into  new  siaveholding  stales,  and,  as  such,  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

But  here  sir,  I cannot  but  pause.  ! am  arrested 
by  occurrences  of  this  night  which,  I confess,  fill  me 
with  alarm.  They  are  ominous,  portentous.  Votes 
which  have  been  just  passed  by  majorities  here,  can- 
not fall  to  arrest  public  attention.  Every  patriotic 
American — every  man  who  w'ishes  to  preserve  the 
constitution,  ougnt  to  ponder  them  well.  1 beard  sir, 
the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dix,]  j 
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and  with  a great  partof  bis  remarks  1 agreed;  I thought 
they  must  lead  to  some  useful  result.  But,  then  vrhat 
does  he  come  to,  after  all?  He  is  for  acquiring  ter- 
ritory under  the  Wilmot  proviso;  but,  at  any  rate,  h» 
is  for  acquiring  territory.  He  will  not  vote  against 
all  territory  to  form  new  states,  though  he  is  willing 
to  say  they  ought  not  to  be  slave  states.  Other  gen- 
tlemen of  his  party  from  the  northern  and  eastern 
states  vole  in  the  same  way  and  wiih  the  same  view. 
This  is  called  “tlie  policy  of  the  northern  democra- 
cy.” 1 so  denominate  the  party  only  because  it  so 
denominates  itself.  A gentleman  from  S.  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Butler,]  if  I understood  him  rightly,  said  he 
wanted  no  new  territory;  all  he  desired  was  equality, 
and  no  exclusion;  he  wished  the  south  to  be  saved 
from  anything  derogatory;  and  yet  he  does  not  vote 
against  the  acquisition  of  territory.  Nor  do  other 
senators  from  southern  states.  They  are,  therefore, 
in  general  favor  of  new  territory  and  new  stale’s,  be- 
ing slave  states.  This  is  the  policy  of  the  southern 
democracy.  Both  parties  agree,  therefore,  to  carry 
on  the  war  for  territory,  though  il  be  not  decided 
now  whether  the  character  of  new  acquired  territory 
shall  be  that  of  freedom  or  of  slavery.  This  point 
they  are  willing  to  leave  for  future  agitation  and  fu- 
ture controversy.  Gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  Wilmot  proviso  are  ready  nevertheless  to  vote 
for  this  bill,  though  that  proviso  be  struck  out.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  ready  for  that,  and  his 
northern  and  eastern  friends,  who  sit  round  him  here 
in  the  senate,  are  as  ready  as  he  is.  They  all  de- 
mand acquisition,  and  maintain  the  war  for  that  pur- 
pose. On  the  other  hand,  the  other  branch  of  the 
party  voles  eagerly  and  unitedly  for  territory,  the 
Wilmot  proviso  being  rejected,  because  these  gen- 
tlemen take  it  for  granted  that  that  proviso  being 
rejected,  states  formed  out  of  Mexico  will  neces- 
sarily be  slave  states,  and  added  to  this  Union  as 
such. 

Now  sir,  it  has  appeared  to  me  from  the  beginning 
that  the  proposition  contained  in  the  amendment 
which  was  submitled  some  days  ago,  by  my  friend  the 
honorable  member  from  Georgia  is  the  true,  and  the 
only  true  policy  for  us  to  pursue.  That  resolution 
was  in  these  word.s: 

"Provided,  aheays,  And  it  is  hereby  declated  to  be 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  congress  in  making 
this  appropriation,  that  the  war  with  Mexico  ought 
not  to  be  prosecuted  by  this  government  wiih  any 
view  to  the  dismemberment  of  that  republic,  or  to  the 
acquisition  by  conquest  of  any  portion  of  her  territo- 
ry, that  this  government  ever  desires  to  maintain  and 
preserve  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with  all  na- 
tions; and,  particularly  with  the  neighboring  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  will  always  be  ready  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations, with  a view  to  terminate  the  present  un- 
happy conflict  on  terms  which  shall  secure  the  just 
right!  and  preserve  inviolate  the  national  honor  of 
the  United  Slates  and  of  Mexico;  that  it  is  especially 
desirable,  in  order  to  maintain  and  preserve  those 
amicable  relations  which  ought  always  to  exist  be- 
tween neighboring  republics,  that  the  boundary  of 
the  state  of  I'exas  should  be  definitely  settled,  and 
that  provision  be  made  by  the  republic  of  Mexico 
for  the  prompt  and  equitable  settlement  of  the  just 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  that  republic.” 

This  amendment  rejeets  all  desire  for  the  dismem- 
berment of  Mexico;  il  rejects  acquisition  of  territory 
by  conquest;  it  signifies  a wisb  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  a readiness  on  our  part  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations, and  to  treat,  not  only  for  peace,  bnt  also 
Tor  boundaries  and  indemnities.  This  ainendment 
has  been  rejected;  and  now  I oome  to  Ihe  point:  Who 
has  rejected  il?  By  whose  votes  has  this  amendment, 
this  very  evening,  been  lost?  Sir,  il  has  been  lost  by 
the  votes  of  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
and  his  northern  and  eastern  Iriends.  It  has  been 
voted  down  by  the  “northern  democracy.”  If  this 
“northern  democracy”  bad  supported  ibis  amend- 
ment, it  would  have  prevailed,  end  we  should  then 
have  had  no  new  territory  at  all,  and  of  course  no 
new  slave  territory;  no  new  states  at  all,  and  of 
course  no  new  slave  states.  This  is  certain  and  in- 
disputable. If  the  senate  had  said  what  that  resolu- 
tion proposes,  the  danger  would  have  been  over. — 
But  these  gentlemen  would  not  vote  for  it.  To  a 
man  they  voted  against  it.  Every  member  of  the 
senate  belonging  to  the  party,  in  the  northern  stales, 
however  warmly  they  may  have  declared  themselves 
against  new  slave  states,  yet  refused  to  vote  against 
all  territorial  acquisition:  a measure  proposed  and 
otiered  to  them  as  a periect  security  ugain.st  more 
slave  stales.  They  are  for  acquiring  territory;  they 
are  for  more  states;  and — for  the  sake  of  this — they 
are  willing  to  run  tne  risk  of  these  new  stales  being 
slave  stales,  and  to  meet  ail  the  convulsions  which 
the  discussion  of  that  momentous  question  may  here- 
after produce.  Sir,  if  there  be  wisdom,  or  prudence, 
consistency,  sound  policy,  or  comprehen.sive  fore- 
I sight  -in  all  this,  J cannot  see  it. 
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The  imendmeDt  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Georijia  was  supported  by  twenty  four  members  of 
the  senate.  Twenty  nine  members  voted  against  it. 
Of  these  twenty  nine,  there  were  six  gentlemen  re- 
presenting northern  and  eastern  stales,  viz:  one  from 
Maine,  one  from  New  Hampshire,  one  from  Connec- 
ticut, two  from  New  York,  and  one  from  Pennsylva- 
nia.  If  these  sis  members  tiad  voled  for  the  resolu- 
tion, they  would  have  turned  the  majoiity,  and  ther^ 
Would,  from  that  moment,  have  been  no  apprehen- 
sion of  new  slave  territory  or  new  slave  states. — 
Against  the  resolution,  also,  we  hear  the  voices  of 
five  members  from  the  free  states  in  the  northwest, 
viz:  one  from  Ohio,  two  from  Indiana,  one  from 
Michigan,  and  one  from  Illinois. 

So  it  is  evident  that,  if  all  the  senators  from  the 
free  states  had  voted  for  this  amendment,  and  against 
the  acquisition  of  territory,  such  acquisition  would 
have  been  denounced,  in  advance,  by  nearly  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  senate,  and  the  question  of  more 
slave  states  settled  forever.  For,  let  me  say  to  you 
air,  and  to  the  country,  that  whenever  this  question 
is  settled,  it  must  be  settled  in  the  senate.  It  might 
have  been  settled  here,  this  night,  and.settled  finally 
and  forever. 

jVlr.  Preeident,  I erraign  no  men  and  no  parties. — 
I take  no  judgment  into  my  own  hands.  But  1 pre- 
acnt  this  simple  statement  of  facts  and  consequences 
to  the  country;  and  ask  for  it,  humbly  but  most  ear- 
nestly, the  serious  consideration  of  the  people  — 
Shall  we  prosecute  this  war  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing on  a contioversy  which  is  likely  to  shake  the 
government  to  its  centred 

And  now  sir,  who  are  the  twenty  four  members 
who  supported  the  amendment  of  the  member  from 
Georgia?  They  are  the  whigs  of  the  senate;  whigs 
from  the  north  and  the  south,  the  east  and  the  west. 
— In  their  judgment  it  is  due  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  coiuitry,  to  its  safety,  to  peace  and  harmony,  and 
to  the  well  being  of  the  constitution,  to  declare  at 
once,  to  proclaim  now,  that  we  desire  no  more  new 
states,  nor  territory  to  form  new  stales  out  of,  as  the 
end  of  conquest.  For  one,  I enter  into  this  declara- 
tion with  all  my  heart.  We  want  no  extension  of 
territory;  we  want  no  accession  of  new  states.  The 
country  is  already  large  enough.  1 do  not  speak  of 
any  cession  which  may  be  made  in  the  establishment 
of  boundaries,  or  of  the  acquisition  of  a port  or  two 
on  the  Pacific,  for  the  benefit  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce. But  1 speak  of  large  territories,  obtained  by 
conquest,  to  form  states  to  be  annexed  to  the  Union; 
and  1 say  1 am  opposed  to  such  acquisition  altogether. 
I am  opposed  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  for  an/ 
such  purposes. 

Mr.  President,  1 must  be  indulged  here  in  a short 
retrospection.  In  the  present  posture  of  things  and 
of  parlies  we  may  well  look  back  upon  the  past. — 
Within  a year  or  two  after  Texas  had  achieved  its 
independence  there  were  those  who  already  spoke  of 
its  annexation  to  the  United  States.  Against  that 
project  I fell  it  to  be  my  duty  to  take  an  early  and  a 
decided  course.  Having  occasion  to  address  political 
friends  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  March,  1837,  I ex- 
pressed my  sentiments  as  fully  and  as  strongly  as  I 
could.  From  those  opinions  1 have  never  swerved. 
From  the  first  1 saw  nothing,  and  have  seen  nothing, 
but  evil  and  danger  to  arise  to  the  country  from  such 
annexation.  The  prudence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  stifled 
the  project  for  a lime;  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
administration  of  Mr.  TyJer  it  was  revived.  Sir,  the 
transactions  and  occurrences,  from  that  lime  onward 
till  the  measure  was  finally  consummated  in  Decem- 
ber, 1845,  are  matters  of  history  and  record.  That 
history  ami  that  record  can  neither  be  falsified  nor 
erased.  There  they  stand  and  must  stand  forever; 
and  they  proclaim  to  the  whole  world,  and  to  all  ages, 
that  Texas  was  brought  into  this  Union,  slavery  and 
all,  only  by  means  of  the  aid  and  active  co  operation 
of  those  who  now  call  themselves  the  •‘norlliern  de- 
mocracy” of  the  United  States;  in  other  words,  by 
those  who  assert  their  own  right  to  be  regarded  as 
nearest  and  dearest  to  the  people  among  all  the  puu- 
lic  men  of  the  couniry.  Where  was  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  where  were  his  northern 
and  eastern  friends,  when  Texas  was  pressing  to  get 
into  the  Union,  bringing  slaves  and  slavery  with  her? 
Where  were  they,  1 ask?  Were  they  standing  up 
like  men  against  slaves  and  slavery?  Was  the  annex- 
ation ol  a new  slave  stale  an  object  which  “northern 
demociacy”  opposed,  or  from  which  it  averted  its 
eyes  with  horroi?  Sir,  the  gentleman  Irom  New 
York  and  his  friends  were  consulting  and  assisting, 
aiding,  and  abetting,  the  whole  proceedings.  Some 
of  them  were  voting  here  as  eagerly  as  if  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country  depended  on  bringing  in  another 
slave  state.  Others  of  us  from  the  north  opposed  it 
<3  far  as  we  eould.  We  remonstrated,  we  protested, 
we  voled;  but  the  “northern  democracy”  helped  to 
eul  vote  us,  to  defeat  us,  to  overwhelm  us.  And 
they  accomplished  their  purpose.  Nay,  more.  The 


party  in  the  north,  which  calls  itself,  by  way  of  dis- 
tinction and  eminence,  the  “liberty  party ,”  opposed, 
with  all  its  force,  the  election  of  the  whig  candidate 
in  1844,  when  it  had  the  power  of  assisting  in  and  se- 
curing the  election  of  that  candidate,  and  of  prevent- 
ing Mr.  Polk’s  election;  anil  when  it  was  as  clear 
and  visible  as  the  sun  at  noonday  that  Mr.  Polk’s 
election  would  bring  slaveholding  Texas  into  the 
Union.  No  man  can  deny  this.  And  in  the  parly 
of  this  “northern  democracy,”  and  in  this  “liberty 
party,”  too,  probably  are  those,  at  this  moment,  who 
profess  themselves  ready  to  meet  all  the  conse- 
quences, to  stand  the  chances  of  all  convulsions,  to 
see  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  broken  up  rather 
than  that  new  slave  states  should  be  added  to  the 
Union;  but  who,  nevertheless,  will  not  join  with  us 
in  a declaration  against  new  slates  of  any  character, 
thereby  shutting  the  door  forever  against  the  further 
admission  of  slavery. 

Here,  sir,  is  a chapter  of  political  incon.sisten 
cy  which  demands  the  consideration  of  the  coun- 
try, and  is  not  unlikely  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  age.  If  it  be  anything  but  parly  attachment, 
carried,  recklessly,  to  every  extent,  and  party  anti- 
pathy maddened  into  insanity,  1 know  not  how  to  de- 
scribe it. 

Sir,  I fear  we  are  not  yet  arrived  at  the  beginning 
of  thrend.  I pretend  to  see  but  little  of  the  future, 
and  that  little  gives  no  gratification.  All  I can  scan  it 
contention,  strife,  and  agitation.  Before  we  obtain 
perfect  right  to  conquered  territory,  there  must  be  a 
cession.  A cession  can  only  be  made  by  treaty.  No 
treaty  can  pass  the  senate,  till  the  constitution  is 
overthrown,  without  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  its' 
members.  Now,  who  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  great 
probability  of  a successful  resistance  to  any  treaty  of 
cession,  from  one  quarter  of  the  senate  or  another? 
Will  the  North  consent  to  a treaty  bringing  in  terri- 
tory subject  to  slavery?  Will  the  south  consent  to  a 
treaty  Krinbing  ir.  territory  frem  v.  hich  slavery  isex- 
cluiieri?  Sir,  the  future  is  full  of  dilBcullies  and  full 
of  dangers.  We  are  suflering  to  pass  the  golden 
opportunity  for  securing  harmony  and  the  stability 
of  the  constitution.  We  appear  to  me  to  be  rushing 
upon  perils  headlong,  and  with  our  eyes  all  open. — 
But  I put  my  trust  in  Providence,  and  in  that  good 
sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  which  will  yet,  I 
hope,  arouse  themselves  before  it  is  too  late. 
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The  bill  making  a special  appropriation  of  three 
milliona  lo  bring  the  war  with  Mexico  to  a speedy 
and  honorable  conclusion,  being  under  considei  ation: 

Mr.  Cass  said:  In  the  remarks  I propose  to  submit, 
Mr.  President,  lahali  invert  the  natural  order  of  ar- 
rangement. I intend  to  present  my  views  of  the 
causes  and  course  of  the  war  thus  far,  and  also  the 
reasons,  which  will  induce  me  to  vote  for  the  appro 
priation  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  To  which  1 
shall  add  my  views  of  the  best  mode  of  proceeding 
ill  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  I shall  begin,  how- 
ever, with  the  two  latter  subjects. 

I do  nut  rise,  sir,  with  the  emotions  so  visibly  felt 
and  so  eloquently  described  by  the  distinguished  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  I do  not  consider  this 
country,  or  its  insiilutions  in  the  slighest  danger  — 
Never  was  it  more  free,  powerful,  or  prosperous, 
than  at  the  present  moment,  when  untimely  warnings 
come  to  assail  us.  The  public  sentinel  may  sleep 
upon  bis  watch  tower,  in  the  distant  horizon,  nut 
a cloud  as  big  as  a prophet’s  hand,  is  to  De  seen 
which  is  lo  overspread  the  heavens,  and  to  burst 
in  thunder  and  in  tempest  upon  us.  We  are,  in 
deed,  engaged  in  a foreign  war,  which  demands  the 
solicitude  01  every  good  citizen.  But  the  scene  ol 
its  operations  is  two  thousand  miles  distant;  and, 
come  the  worst  that  may,  we  can  at  any  lime  with- 
draw into  our  country.  Disgraceful  indeed,  would 
be  such  a movement;  but  it  would  be  still  better  than 
the  evils  prdeicted,  and  according  lo  the  nature  of 
the  apprehensions  expressed,  it  would  terminate  the 
danger. 

Mr.  President,  it  gives  me  great  pain  to  hear  any 
allusions  to  the  dissolution  of  this  confederacy, 
and  of  all  the  places  in  this  republic,  this  high 
place  is  the  last,  in  which  they  should  be  ex- 
pressed. 'i'he  cooslituliuii  is  in  no  danger.  it 
has  survived  many  a shuck,  and  it  will  survive  ma- 
ny more.  There  are  those  now  in  the  senate — and  1 
am  among  them — who  were  born  before  it  came  into 
being. 

We  have  grown  with  ourgrowth  and  strengthened 
with  our  strength,  till  the  approach  of  physical  in- 
nrmiiies,  the  kindly  warning  of  nature  bids  us  pre- 
pare for  another  and  an  untried  world.  And  the 
constitution,  too,  has  grown  with  its  growth  and 
strengthened  with  itsstrength,  till  from  three  millions 
it  governs  twenty  millions  of  people,  and  has  made 


them  the  happiest  community  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe.  But  it  IS  yet  fresh  in  its  strength.  No  infir- 
mity has  come  to  tell  us,  that  its  dissolution  is  near 
It  IS  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  experience;  no 
longer  a promise,  hut  performance.  It  has  fulfilled 
all.  and  more  than  all,  its  most  sanzuine  advocates 
Hared  predict.  It  is  at  this  moment  stronger  in  the 
afieclions  ol  the  American  people,  than  at  any  other 
period  of  its  existence.  Like  the  cliff  of  eir.rnal 
granite,  wtiich  overlooks  the  ocean,  an  f drives  hack 
the  ceaseless  waves,  that  assail  its  base,  so  will  this 
constitution  resist  the  assaults,  that  may  be  made 
upon  it,  come  how  or  when  or  whence  they  may  — 
In  the  providence  of  God,  no  such  lot  as  ours  was 
ever  conferred  upon  a people.  What  we  tiave  been 
and  are,  the  past  and  the  present  have  told  and  are  tel- 
ling us.  What  vi'e  are  lo  be,  the  future  will  tell  to 
those,  who  are  Iq  come  after  us,  to  their  joy  or  sor- 
row, as  we  cherish  or  reject  the  blessimgs  we  enjoy. 
If  wo  are  not  struck  wiih  judicial  blimlriesa,  as  were 
God’s  chosen  people  of  old,  and  punished  for  nation- 
al ofl'ences  by  national  punishments,  we  shall  cling 
to  this  constitution,  as  the  mariner  clings  to  the 
last  plank,  when  night  and  the  tempest  close  around 
him;  and  we  shall  cling  to  it  the  stronger,  as  the 
danger  is  greater. 

Mr.  President,  I shall  not  touch  any  of  the  topics 
before  us,  as  a sectional  man.  1 view  them  and 
shall  present  them,  as  an  American  citizen,  looking 
lo  the  honor  and  interests  of  his  country,  and  of  his 
whole  couniry.  In  these  great  questions  of  national 

bearing,  1 acknowledge  no  geographical  claims 

What  is  best  for  the  United  States  is  best  for  me— 
and  in  that  spirit  alone  shall  I pursue  the  discus- 
sion. 

A siroag  desire  pervades  this  country,  that  a re- 
gion, extending  west  of  our  present  possessions  to  the 
pacific  ocean,  should  be  acquired  and  becoma  part 
ol  our  confederacy.  The  attempt  to  purcha.se  it  was 
made  during  the  administration  of  General  Jackson 
and  the  hope  of  succeeding  has  never  since  been 
wholly  abandoned.  I will  not  detain  the  senate  by 
spreading  out  the  reasons,  which  render  suen  a 
measure  desirable.  It  would  give  lo  us  a large  ter- 
ritory, a great  deal  of  it  calculaled  for  American 
setllemenl  and  cultivation,  and  it  would  c nnect  us 
with  the  great  western  ocean,  giving  us  a front  alone 
Its  shores  in  connexion  with  Oregon  of,  perhaps 
Ihirlesn  or  fourteen  degrees  of  latitude.  It  would 
give  us  also  the  magnificent  bay  of  San  Francisco 
one  of  the  noblest  anchorages  in  the  world,  capable 

of  holding  all  the  navies  of  the  earth;  and  from  its 

commanding  position,  controlling,  in  some  measure 
the  trade  ol  the  northern  Pacific.  But,  sir,  besides 
these  advantages,  commercial  and  geographical 
• here  are  important  poliiicai  considerations,  which 
point  to  extension  as  one  of  the  great  measures  of 
satety  for  our  institutions. 

In  Europe,  one  of  the  social  evils  is  concentration 
Men  are  brought  too  much  and  kept  too  much  in  con- 
foofn  for  expansion.  Minds  of 
the  highest  order  are  pressed  down  by  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, without  the  power  of  free  exertion  — 
There  IS  no  starting  point  for  them.  Hence  the 
struggles,  that  are  ever  going  on,  in  our  crowded 
conitnunities.  And  hence  the  emeutes,  which  dis- 
turb and  alarm  the  governments  of  the  Old  World 
and  which  must  one  day  or  other  shake  them  to  their 
centre.  Questions  of  existence  are  involved  in  them 
as  well  as  questions  of  freedom.  I trust  we  are  far 
removed  Irom  all  ihiaj  butlo  remove  us  further  yet 

we  want  almost  unlimited  power  of  expansion. ’■ 

That  is  our  safety  valve.  'I’he  mightest  intellects 
which  w hen  compressed  in  thronged  cities,  and  hope- 
less  of  their  future,  are  ready  to  break  the  barriers 
around  them  the  moajent  they  enter  the  new  world  of 
the  west,  ieel  their  freedom,  and  turn  their  energies  to 
contend  with  the  works  of  creation;  converting  the 
woods  and  foresU  into  towns,  and  ullages,  and  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  extending  the  dominion  ofcivliza- 
lion  and  improvement  over  the  domain  of  nature. — 
Ibis  process  has  been  going  on  since  the  first  setlJe- 
meiil  ol  our  country;  and  while  it  cominues,  what- 
ever other  evils  helide  us,  we  shall  be  free  from  the 
evils  ol  a dense  population,  with  scanty  meanx  of 
subsistence,  and  wilh  no  hope  of  advancement. 

The  senator  Irom  S.  Carolina  has  presented  some 
views  of  ouraugmenliog  population  as  true  as  thaw 
are  sinking.  At  the  commencemoiit  of  his  life  and 
ol  mine,  this  country  contained  three  millions  of  in- 
habitants, giving  a rale  ol'  increase,  which  doubles 
our  numbers  every  twenty-two  years.  There  are 
those  yet  Jiving,  who  will  live  lo  see  our  confedera- 
cy numbering  a population  equal  to  the  Chi- 
nese empire.  This  stupendous  progress  outstrips 
the  imagiiiation.  The  mind  cannot  keep  up  with 
the  fact.  It  toils  q/Ur  it  in  vain-,  and  as  we  in- 
crwiac  ia  numbers  and  extend  in  space,  our  powe  r 
ol  communication  ia  stiJl  more  augmented.  The 
telegraph  has  come  with  its  wonderful  process  to 
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bind  still  closer  tha  portions  of  this  empire;  as  these 
recede  fr  ra  its  capital.  It  is  the  most  admirable 
invention  of  modern  days.  We  can  now  answer  the 
sublime  interrogatory  put  to  Job:  “Canst  thou  send 
lightnings,  that  they  may  go,  and  say  unto  thee,  here 
we  are!”  Yes,  the  corruscations  of  heaven,  man 
has  reduced  to  obedience,  and  they  say  unto  him, 
here  we  are.  It  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  an  esperiraent, 
rather  than  an  arrangement.  Who  can  tell  where  fu 
ture  improvements  may  conduct  it,  or  what  sway  it 
may  hereafter  exercise  over  the  social  and  political 
condition  of  the  world.^  What  people  it  may  bring 
together  and  keep  together  by  the  power  of  instan 
taneous  communication.?  Or  how  the  events  of  dis- 
tant nations,  told  almost  to  the  other  side  of  the 
globe,  the  very  moment  of  their  occurrence,  may  af 
feet  the  future  destiny  of  mankind.?  I have  been  in- 
dustriously engaged  seventeen  days  in  coming  from 
Detroit  to  Washington,  and  the  journey  between 
here  and  Baltimore  once  cost  me  two  days.  We 
have  now  a process  within  our  reach,  by  which  we 
can  send  to  California  and  receive  answers  from  there 
more  than  twenty  times  a Hay.  I shall  not  pursue 
investigations:  they  are  sufficiently  obvious  in  Itieir 
general  bearing,  though  the  practical  result  of  this 
great  measure  is  beyond  the  reach  of  human  vision 
We  are  at  war  with  Mexico,  broughton  by  her  in- 
justice. Before  peace  is  established,  we  have  a right 
to  require  a rea  ona' le  indemnity,  iither.pecurii  r. 
or  territor  ial,  or  troth,  for  the  injur  ies  ne  have  sus- 
tained. Such  a compensation  is  just  in  itself,  and 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  usages  of  nations.  One 
memorable  proof  of  this  has  passed  in  our  own  tones. 
When  the  allies  entered  Paris,  after  the  overthrow 
of  Napoleon  they  compelled  the  French  government 
to  pay  them  an  iiidemiiily  of  1.500,000.000  francs — 
equal  to  $300  000,000.  In  the  condition  of  Mexico, 
there  is  no  disposition  in  this  country  to  ask  of  her 
an  unreasonable  sacrifice.  On  the  contrary,  the 
wish  IS  everywhere  prevalent,  and  I am  sure  the 
government  parlicip-ate  in  it,  that  we  should  demand 
less,  than  we  are  eiilitled  to.  No  one  proposes  a ri- 
gid standard,  by  which  the  indemnity  shall  be  meas- 
ured. B It  there  are  certain  lerriiorial  acquisitions, 
which  are  important  to  us,  and  whose  cessions  can- 
not injure  Mexico,  as  she  never  can  hold  them  per  - 
manently. We  are  willing,  after  settling  the  indem- 
nity satisfactorily,  to  pay  for  the  excess  in  money . 
The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  slated  the  pro- 
position very  distinctly,  “any  excess  on  our  part  we 
are  willing  to  meet,  as  we  ought,  by  the  necessary 
payment  to  Mexico.” 

Information  leceived  by  llie  president,  during  the 
last  session  of  congress,  induced  him  to  believe,  that 
if  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  were  made,  the 
difficulties  between  the  two  countries  might  soon  be 
terminated  by  an  amicable  arrangement.  A propo- 
sition for  that  purpose  was  submitted  to  us  in  secret 
session,  debated  and  approved  by  this  senate.  It 
was  then  introduced  in  the  legislature  with  open 
doors,  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  and  came 
to  us.  Here  it  was  discussed  until  the  stroke  of  the 
clock,  when  the  hand  on  the  dial-plate,  pointed  u 12, 
struck  its  lunerat  knell.  In  bis  message  at  the  com 
roeiiceinenl  of  this  congress,  the  presideul  renewed 
his  suggestion,  and  the  whole  inalter  is  now  before 
us.  Such  IS  its  history. 

It  is  now  objected  to,  as  an  immoral  proposition, 
a kind  01  bribery  , eillier  of  the  government  oi' Mexi- 
co, or  ol  its  eoinmanding  geneial;  and  the  iionorable 
senator  from  Maryland  wtio  is  not  now  in  his  seal, 
said  einiilialically  and  solemnly,  “llial  this  project  ol 
lerminaling  the  war  by  dismembering  a sister  repub- 
lic, Is  so  revulliiig  to  my  moral  sense  of  propriety, 
honor,  and  justice,  that  1 sliould  see  my  arms  palsied 
by  my  side,  ratber  lhan  agiee  lo  it.”  I he  “disnu-m 
bernienl”  ol  wn  ch  the  Iionorable  member  speaks  is 
previously  defineil  by  bimself.  Tliat  is  the  term  iu- 
gives  the  acquisition,  but  I call  it  puichase.  He 
says  the  iiio..ey  will  go  lo  Cjanla  Anna  and  pay  Ine 
ariuy,  -.bicb  will  ituis  be  sveured,  and  itie  pom 
“don  ii-irodden”  people  -ue  iranslerred  lo  Ibis  conn 
try  “lb  spue  ol  Uieuiseives,”  in  coiiseq'ieiue  ol  tlii.s 
“pouring  ol  gilts  into  tile  bands  ol  iheir  lyiaiils.” 

Now  Ml,  itierc  IS  no  sucti  proposition,  as  1 under- 
stand  u,  nor  any  thing  like  il  Tbe  object  ot  tlie 
president  k-us  been  disuuctly  slated  by  tiiuiseif.  It 
is  lo  have  Uie  money  reauy,  and  il  a satislaclory 
treaty  is  signed  and  ratified,  then  to  make  a payment 
into  the  treasury  ol  Mexico,  which  will  be  disposed 
of  by  ilie  governmenl  of  ibal  country,  agreeauly  lo 
its  uiv  n laws,  i he  propositions,  both  at  tbe  last  ses- 
sion ol  coiigi eas.aiid  al  lliis,  were  ideiuical.| The  ditie 
rence  in  ibe  | tu  asa.uogy  ol  Uie  appropriation  bus  ueen 
sau.sla<  I lily  explained  ny ibe  ebairmaii  ot  Ibe  i:om 
mil  lee  i n o,  i elji,..  i ci  aui.us  and  'Ceiiis  lo  o.e  ol  very  II  l- 
llc  e..n-tipience.  Be  .luti  u.-  u may.  11  l.s  Iiol  a suujeci 
W It  le  n i:  an  |M  ou  .1 1 c '1  ! i - 1 ! t , , , j-i  at  lea  i d I Itici 1 1 ty  — 
y ,ji  ■■■.•>  t ' - 11, . ft  It!  : it  ne  --e!  t e,  '.  Uo  is  n o 

ilDg  to  vole  lur  the  appiuprialioii  ill  the  lurui  in  wiiieii 


it  was  presented  last  year,  and  is  unwilling  to  vole  for 
il  in  this,  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  will 
cheerfully  assent  to  the  substitution  of  the  latter  for 
the  former.  “The  principle  is  wrong,”  says  the 
honorable  senator  from  Maryland.  But  in  my  view, 
the  principle  of  this  appropriation,  and  of  the  other 
appropriation  is  precisely  the  same.  And  yet,  the 
honorable  senator  from  Maryland  voted  for  the  for- 
mer, while  he  reprobates  the  present,  and  a number 
of  senators  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  voted 
the  last  session  in  the  same  manner.  If  the  proposi- 
tion was  bribery  or  unprincipled  then,  it  seems  to 
me  it  must  be  so  now.  Expediency  may  change 
with  lime,  but  right  and  wrong  undergo  no  change.* 
As  to  the  idea,  that  such  an  arrangement  is  some- 
thing like  bribery,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  not  bear  the 
sligliiest  investigation.  A strange  kind  of  bribery 
tills!  The  appropriation  called  for  was  preceded  by 
a message  from  the  president  lo  the  senate  in  secret 
session  It  was  then  received  in  both  hoii'es,  and 
the  doors  thrown  open.  It  was  discussed  fully  not 
to  say  warmly,  and  was  finally  lost  by  the  lapse  of 
time  In  secret  session,  thirty-three  senators  voted 
for  it.  It  again  lakes  a prominent  place  in  the  pres- 
ident’s message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  congress.  It  has  been  before  us  belw’een 
two  and  three  months,  and  has  been  borne  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind  lo  the  remotest  portions  of  our 
country.  It  entered  Mexico  long  ago,  and  has  been 
proclaimed  upon  every  house  top  in  town  and  coun- 
try. It  is  known  to  every  citizen  of  that  republic 
whokrtows  anything  ol  political  affairs,  whether  the 
blood  in  his  veins  is  Castilian,  or  Moorish,  or  Aztec. 

II  has  pas'-ed  lo  Europe,  and  received  the  condemna- 
tions ol  many  of  its  journals.  Had  it  been  approved 
lliere,  I should  doubt  its  policy  or  its  justice.  And 
for  aught  i know,  u is  travelling  along  the  canals  of 
the  celestial  empire.  I repeat,  a strange  kind  of 
bribery  Ihw.?  That  is  an  offence  which  does  its  work 
in  secret.  This  is  a proposition  made  by  one  nation 
lo  another  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Il  is  not  to  en- 
able Mexico  to  carry  on  the  war,  as  an  honorable 
senator  seems  to  suppose,  for  it  is  not  to  be  paid  till 
the  war  is  over. 

Mr.  Morehfad  inquired  if  the  honorable  senator 
considereU  the  present  proposition  as  confining  the 
president,  in  the  disbursement  of  itie  money,  to  the 
purposes  to  be  specified  in  the  treaty,  as  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  did. 

Mr.  Cas$  said,  that  bis  understanding  of  the  propo- 
sition was,  that  the  money  ivas  not  to  be  paid,  unlil 
a treaty  was  agreed  upon.  The  payment  was  not  lo 
precede  a treaty,  but  lo  follow. 

Mr.  fFcbs/er,  (rising.)  Will  the  honorable  sena- 
tor allow  me 

Mr.  Cass.  1 v.  ill  hear  you  with  pleasure,  bull 
cannot  answer  any  more  quesliuns.  1 tiave  said 
that  no  money  is  to  be  paid  until  a treaty  is  rati 
fied. 

Mr.  Webster.  I was  merely  going  to  remark,  tlia i 
this  is  the  very  turning  point. 

Mr.  Cass,  I will  sit  down  and  hear  the  honorable 
senator,  but  he  must  out  ask  me  any  questions.  |i 
he  dues,  I shall  not  answer  them,  till  I have  ouii- 
cluded  my  rernark.s. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  seat. 

Mr.  C.  continued. 

The  whole  proposition  results  from  th*  peculiar 
condiliuii  ol  Mexico.  Her  government  is epnemeral. 
lls  members  are  born  in  the  morning  and  die  in 
hm  evc-Bing.  A m inisli slions  succeed  one  another, 
like  the  scenes  of  a theatre,  rallier  llian  the  events  of 
lile,  and  still  less  of  events  m the  lile  of  a nali-in. — 
i'he  rulers  ho  not  dare  to  do  inj  islico  in  such  a case 
as  lliis.  Il  might  lOsl  them  their  places,  lo  which 
Uiey  hul'l  on,  as  tenaciously,  as  Ihough  their  tenure 
were  a secure  one.  There  is  a strong  excilemeul 

III  that  country  against  us.  Nothing  shows  this  more 
di-.lineily,  lhan  the  scene,  which  lately  passed  there, 
when  the  presiderii  swore  lhal  llie  nation  would  ne- 
ver yield  one  iiicli  of  its  lerriloiy,  nor  make  peace 
wiih  the  invader,  till  his  fool  was  off  its  soil  A 
dangerous  resolulion  lo  be  llius  publicly  proclaim- 
ed and  on*  mure  easily  proclaimed  iti-an  kept. — 

1 he  sublime  and  the  ridiculous  may  so  easily 
touch, I lhal  nations  should  be  chary  ol  such  ex 
tiibiiiuns  (Which  may  belong  to  the  domain  of  the 
one  or  ol  the  other,  as  subseqiienl  circumstances 
stamp  their  charac-er.  Whatever  judgment,  howe- 

*li  18  but  an  act  ol  justice  lo  stale  that  the  senator 
from  .Maryland  relerrcd  lo,  was  not  in  his  seat.  Mr, 
B’s  remarks  are  here  given  as  they  were  delivered. 
I'he  colleange  of  Mr.  Johnson,  tiowever,  Mr.  Pearce, 
as  soon  as  Mr.  Cass  had  v oiicludeo, stale, i that  his 
colleague  had  been  misunderstood,  and  lhal  Uie  pro- 
posed appropriation  ol  la.si  year,  and  liie  appropri- 
alKin  ol  this  year,  were  so  widely  liiiieieui  in  Ihcti 
p:  raseology,  as  i-.  rcii'le.i  , perici  coiiiilc.-jiil  !■ 
vote  lor  me  one  auu  to  rejaui  the  other. 


ver,.  history  may  pronounce  upon  the  ceremony  in 
Mexico,  il  is  significant  enough  of  the  disposition  of 
the  people  towards  us.  Hence  the  difficulty  of  the 
government  is  increased,  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
their  strengthening  themselves.  Th»if  revenues  are 
dn  ing  up.  They  are  always  in  debt  in  all  their 
departments,  civil  and  nuilitary.  By  a prompt  pay- 
ment into  their  treasury  upon  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty,  the  government  will  be  enabled  to  satisfy 
the  most  pressing  demands,  and  thus  to  do  an  act  of 
justice  al  home  which  will  counteract  any  ill  effects 
of  an  act  of  justice  abroad.  And  this  is  the  very 
point  of  the  whole  matter.  We  may  thus  tempt  them 

10  do  right,  while  so  many  other  strong  circumstan- 
cas  tempt  them  to  do  wrong.  As  to  the  application 
of  this  money,  after  it  reaches  the  treasury  of  Mex- 
ico, it  is  no  question  of  ours,  any  more  lhan  was 
the  application  of  the  consideration  money  paid  to 
France  and  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and 
of  Florida.  We  cannot  follow  it,  and  it  must  take 
its  fate  with  the  other  resources  of  the  country.  It 
has  one  advantage,  however,  and  that  is  its  publicity. 

If  the  silver  or  gold  were  carried  by  wagons  to  th* 
palace  of  the  governmenl,  the  transaction  could  have 
no  more  publicity,  lhan  it  has  now.  And  this  Ihrovvi 
upon  the  anlhorilies  a much  graver  responsibility 
lhan  to  the  ordinary  payments,  and  one  less  likely 
to  be  abused.  If  all  this  is  bribery,  1 am  fully  pre- 
pared to  take  any  share  in  the  guilt  of  it.  If  it  is 
bribery,  let  the  honest  governments  of  Europe  make 
the  most  of  it. 

As  to  the  comparison,  inslituled  by  the  honorable 
sena'or  from  Md.,  betweei.  this  ai  t and  *n  attempt 
of  the  Mexican  government  to  bribe  Gen’l  Taylor, 

11  certainly  gives  me  very  little  trouble.  We  have 

nothing  to  do  with  Santa  Anna,  as  the  general  of  an 
army.  We  deal  with  the  government  of  Mexico. — 
The  very  authority  that  makes  the  treaty,  is  the  au- 
thority to  which  the  payment  is  lo  be  made.  If 
General  Taylor  were  the  American  government, 
and  had  power  lo  cede  away  a portion  of  the  Amer- 
ican territory,  the  analogy  would  then  exist  in  fact, 
as  it  now  exists  but  in  fancy.  And  this  obvious  con- 
sideration ansv-ers  all  the  objections  presented  by 
the  senator,  when  he  expre-ges  such  an  apprehension, 
that  the  money  would  slip  from  our  fingers,  before 
we  -eciired  a consideration.  Not  a dollar  is  lo  be 
paid,  till  the  treaty  is  ratified,  and  the  country  thus 
made  ours.  , 

Passing  now,  sir,  from  the  consideration  of  this 
suiijeci  to  the  course  before  us,  1 would  observe,  | 
that  there  are  but  three  plans  of  operation,  by  ! 
which  vve  can  escape-  from  the  difficulties  of  our  po-  | 
sition.  i 

The  first,  is  an  abai  rionnitnt  of  the  war,  and  an 
inglorious  return  to  our  own  country. 

7'he  second,  is  the  establistinieiil  of  a line  over 
such  a portion  of  the  enemy’s  territory,  as  we  think 
proper,  and  holding  the  country  on  this  side  of  it 
without  any  further  niililaiy  operations.  ' 

The  third,  is  a vigorous  piosecution  of  the  war, 
agreeably  lo  llie  public  expectation,  and  the  experi-  | 

eiic*  of  the  world.  I 

As  to  the  fir*t,  sir,  I do  not  place  il,  in  the  cate- 
gory of  things  possible  but  only  in  the  category  Oi 
things  proposed,  and  I cast  it  from  roe  with  con- 
tempt. 

The  second,  sir,  is  a very  diflerenl  proposition: 
supported  by  high  names,  civil  and  m ililary ; and 
was  yesterday  presented  lo  us,  with  great  power  of 
argument  and  beauty  of  illustration  by  the  distin- 
guished senator  from  South  Carolina.  ] shall  slate 
as  succinctly  as  I can  the  reasons  which  induce  me 
to  consider  this  as  an  inexpedient,  not  lo  say  an  ira-  , 
possible  proposition. 

A plan  of  operations,  seeking  lo  hold  a portion  of 
a country,  properly  guarded  by  fortresses,  and  lur 
Hished  with  itie  necessary  lines  ol  rommunication,  i 
and  seeking  lo  do  this,  without  publicly  announcing  : 
llie  nature  of  the  plan,  and  the  delerniinaliun  lo  ad-  ' 
heie  lo  it,  is  one  thing.  An  alten  pt  to  occupy  an-  i 
other  portion  of  c.eui  try,  open,  unfortified,  with  no  ! 
natural  tioundaries,  and  penetrable  in  all  directions, 
and  publicly  proelainiing  ihis  system  as  an  invaria- 
ble one,  not  to  be  departed  Irom,  is  another,  and 
quite  a differeiil  ihi  g.  From  the  Gull  of  Mexico, 
lollowitig  the  boundaries  ol  the  province  now  in  our 
possession  lo  the  Pacific  ocean,  is  but  little  short  of 
two  thousand  miles.  Far  the  gieater  portion  of  it 
IS  open,  and  mucli  ol  il  unoccupied.  Instead  ot  any 
lines  ol  cominuiitcaliuri,  natural  or  artificial,  where 
It  must  necessarily  be  crossed  anywhere,  it  is  ■ 
mere  paper  line— a descriptive  one.  Fur  hundreds 
. ( miles  on  each  side  ol  a great  part  ol  the  line,  the 
couniry  is  the  sau  e;  roamed  over  rather  than  pos- 
ses.sed  by  non  adic  ti  ibts,  and  atloiding  suhsisteiiee 
and  bheiltr  to  the  bt  a-ls  ol  the  earlli.  Il  you  assume 
-iidi  a 1 liid-jiy  you  neiessarily  place  yoursell  upon 
liii-  rieleiisne.  V.  .'  u usi  I'si'dbl  1-h  troops  along  it, 
and  iheia  must  be  scaUereU,  occupying  OiUw*iit  po— 
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titions.  Your  enemy  thus  acts  in  masses,  while  you 
ict  in  ditschmenli.  If  he  attack  you,  atdis  dis- 
comfited, he  falls  back,  behind  his  impenetrable 
barrier.  A snake,  clutched  by  an  eaple,  is  one  of 
tbe  emblems  of  the  armorial  bearinRS  of  Mexico. — 

If  this  plan  of  fighting  to  an  air  line  is  adopted,  the 
proud  bird  will  soon  be  powerless,  and  the  reptile 
will  coil  itself  tip  to  strike  at  its  leisure  and  its  plea- 
sure. In  such  a stale  of  oRensive  defensive  warfare, 
the  enemy  chooses  his  time,  when  you  least  expert 
him,  or  are  least  able  to  resist  him.  He  gains 
your  rear,  and  cuts  off  your  convoys  and  supplies, 
and  thus  reduces  you  to  weakness  and  distress.  Or 
he  strikes  you  in  a period  of  sickness,  in  a climate, 
to  w bich  you  are  unaccustomed,  and  whose  alterna 
tions  do  not  aSect  him.  You  cannot  pursue  him  in- 
to his  country,  for  the  moment  you  do  that,  you 
confess  the  felly  of  your  plan,  and  abandon  it  fore- 
Ter.  If  you  cross  your  boundary,  you  must  cross  it 
to  hold  on,  and  then  you  hare  a new  boundary;  or, 
in  other  words,  a system  of  unlimited  operations. — 
If  you  do  not  cross  to  hold  on,  what  will  you  do.’ — 
Your  very  object  in  crossing  is  to  chastise  the  ene- 
my; and  you  must  pursue  him  to  his  fortresses  and 
eapiure  them,  if  he  has  any;  or  you  must  fight  him 
in  the  open  field  and  disper-e  him.  I repeat,  if  you 
do  not  do  this,  you  may  as  well  stop  at  your  bounda- 
ry; look  civilly  at  the  retiring  enemy,  take  off  your 
hats,  and  say,  good  bye  gentlemen:  we  will  wait  till 
you  come  back  again.  The  riches  of  Cioesus  would 
melt  away,  befoie  such  a system  of  figh ling-no-fight- 
ing. The  laurels  of  Napoleon  would  wither  and 
die.  No  exchequer  could  bear  the  expense;  no 
public  sentiment  the  dishonor.  There  is  but  one 
such  cauipaign,  sir,  recorded  in  all  history,  ancient 
or  niorierii,  sacred  or  profane,  true  or  fabulous,  and 
that  15  ihe  campaign  cf  Sisyphus.  It  was  an  eternal 
one.  Sanction  ihe  plan  proposed,  and  yours  will  be 
eternal  too.  J his  stone  w ill  never  be  rolled  to  the 
top  of  the  mountain.  It  would  be  a never  ending, 
ever  lenewing  war.  The  distinguished  senator  from 
South  Carolina  thinks,  that  four  regiments  and  three 
toriresses  along  this  line,  and  one  regimest  and  a few 
small  vessels  for  California,  “would  be  ample  for  its 
defence.”  T be  line,  as  described  by  himself,  is  this: 
“Beginning  at  the  moulh  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and 
continuing  up  to  the  Paso  del  Norte,  or  southern 
boundary  of  New  Mexico,  which  nearly  coincide,  and 
then  due  west  to  the  Gulf  of  California,  striking 
it,  according  to  the  maps  before  us,  nearly  at  its 
bead.” 

Here,  sir,  is  a line  across  the  continent  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mtxico  to  the  Gulf  of  California;  and  this 
line  is  to  be  so  protected  by  five  regiments,  three 
fortresses  and  a few  small  vessels,  as  to  be  impervi- 
ous to  Ihe  raucheros  and  other  light  troops  of  Mexi- 
co— Ihe  best  and  most  indefatigable  horsemen,  per- 
haps, in  the  world.  I have  enumerated,  in  these 
means  of  defence,  a few  sniali  vessels,  because  they 
form  part  ol  the  project  o{  the  honorable  senator. — 
How  they  are  to  be  employed  in  defending  any  part 
of  the  line,  as  I do  not  understand,  1 will  not  attempt 
to  explain.*  if  the  soldiers  were  stationed  equidis- 
tant upon  this  boundary,  they  would  probably  bs  a 
mile  apart.  It  seems  to  me,  sir — and  Isay  it  with 
ail  respect — that  we  might  as  well  attempt  to  block- 
ade the  coast  of  Europe  by  stationing  a ship  in  the 
middle  ol  the  Atlantic.  As  to  the  Rio  Grande,  it 
is  DO  defensive  line  at  all.  Rivers,  when  best  guar- 
ded, are  found  to  aflord  very  insufficient  protection. 
But  in  ihe  great  country  south  and  west  of  us,  yet 
in  a slate  ot  nature,  or  slowly  emerging  from  it, 
itreams  are  entitled  to  very  liUle  consioeration  in 
defensive  oporations.  Who  is  there,  that  has  passed 
bis  life  in  il.e  wsst,  and  has  not  crossed  them  a hun- 
dred limes  by  svriiiiming,  in  canoes,  upon  logs,  upon 
lafls,  and  upon  horses.’  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  an 
■Clive  Mexican,  accustomed  to  ihe  woods  Horn  his 
infancy,  would  hesitate  to  dash  into  a slitam  and 
cross  it,  almost  as  readily  as  if  it  were  unbroken 
ground.’ 

But  long  defensive  lints,  even  w hen  skilfully  con- 
llruclrd  and  cartlully  guarded,  are  hut  leeble  tarri- 
m against  the  courage  and  enterprise.  How  long 
did  the  Roman  wall  keep  the  North  Briions  out  ol 
England.’  How  long  did  ihe  Grecian  wall  of  the 
lower-empire  keep  the  '1  uiks  out  of  Conslantinopis, 
and  the  hurse-lails  of  their  Pashas  Irom  the  cathedral 
of  Saint  Sophia.’  And  the  Chinese  wall — an  immense 
labor  of  man — that,  too,  opened  lo  the  Tariais,  and 


*ll  is  due  lo  the  distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carulina  lo  state  that,  when  Mr.  Cass  had  concluded 
his  lemarks,  he  observed  that  tie  had  misunderstood 
him,  as  to  the  deleiice  of  the  line;  that  ihe  lortres- 
(•8  and  four  rigiments  would  be  appropriated  but  to 
a part  of  it.  ll  so,  a large  pi^rlion  ol  the  counliy 
would  be  loll  undefended,  and  the  whole  plan  ol 
ojieralion  would  fail.  Such  a plan,  lo  be cllectuul, 
mutt  guard  the  whole  line. 


enabled  the  chief  of  roving  hands  to  ascend  the  ol- 
dest throne  in  the  world.  The  best  wall  a country 
can  have  is  the  breasts  of  its  citizens,  free,  prosper- 
ous and  united. 

But,  air,  there  is  another  consideration,  not  to  be 
overlooked.  How  could  you  keep  your  own  citizens 
on  this  side  of  your  imaginary  line.’  The  honorable 
senator  tells  us  their  spirit  of  adventure  can  hardly 
be  restrained  in  time  of  peace,  and  as  there  is  al- 
ways danger,  they  will  push  into  the  Mexican  pro- 
vinces. But  in  time  of  war — even  of  a new  kind 
of  war  like  this — they  would  feel  that  the  enemy’s 
country  was  open  to  them,  and  their  incursions  would 
keep  up  a continued  state  of  hostilities. 

The  senator  says,  that  offensive  wars  lookjthe  sub- 
jugation of  a country.  1 do  not  thus  read  the  histo- 
ry of  nations.  1 consider  ofl'ensive  wars,  as  neces- 
sary means  ft.r  the  attainment  of  certain  just  objects. 
Our  war  with  England,  in  1812  was  an  offensive  one; 

' but  no  American  even  in  the  wildest  dreams,  ever 
expected  to  subjugate  that  country.  Our  object  was 
to  compel  her  lo  do  us  justice,  by  injuring  her 
wherever  we  could.  History  is  filled  with  instances 
of  oflensive  wars,  undertaken  with  no  expectation 
of  subjugation.  Indeed,  were  it  otherwise,  there 
would  be  few  ofl'ensive  wars,  unless  those  undertaken 
by  very  large  slates  against  very  small  ones.  If  it 
were  so,  perhaps  the  world  would  be  belter  off. — 
That  question  is  not  however  before  me,  and  I shall 
not  travel  out  of  my  way  lo  meet  it. 

The  senator  says  we  have  gained  six  hundred 
thousand  square,  miles,  and  u ho  would  continue  the 
war  to  secure  the  acknowledgment  of  Mexico?  But, 
sir,  it  is  that  very  acknowledgment  whii  h is  to  give 
us  the  counliy.  Until  the  light,  which  cession  gives, 
is  added  lo  the  right  derived  from  conquest,  we  can 
make  no  acquisition  of  territory.  We  are  still  at 
war.  It  is  that  very  act  of  acknowledgment  which 
constitutes  peace,  and  without  vvhich  there  can  be 
no  peace. 

The  honorable  senator  speaks  of  ceriainly.  How 
far  he  requires  it  in  the  anticipation  of  events,  I do 
not  know.  These  are  his  words: 

“Is  there  any  certainty — for  I go  on  certainties 
now  more  than  probabilities — can  any  gentleman  see 
any  < ertainty  of  Mexico  yielding  lo  our  terms,  even 
supposing  this  first  campaign  should  find  us  in  the 
city  of  Mexico’ 

1,  for  one,  can  sea  no  such  certainty,  sir.  Indeed 
it  does  not  belong  to  man  lo  see  it.  There  is  scarcely 
any  other  certainty  in  this  life,  than  that  it  will  be 
terminated,  and  soon  terminated,  by  death.  Almost 
all  is  doubtful  around  us,  especially  the  operations 
of  war.  'We  are  told  from  the  highest  authority, 
“that  the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  lo  the  strong;”  and  every  day’s  experience 
confirms  the  truth  of  the  proposition.  Some  of  the 
most  splendid  achievements  in  war,  from  Salamis  to 
Monterey,  have  bien  gained  under  apparently  ad- 
verse circumstances,  and  against  great  disparity  of 
force.  If  we  are  only  lo  fight  when  victory  is  cer- 
tain, we  shall  never  fight  at  all.  The  slightest  cir- 
eumslances,  which  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee 
noi  human  power  overcome,  have  many  limes  decided 
the  destiny  ol  nations. 

'I'he  senator  also  has  submitted  many  sound  ob- 
servations respecting  the  diversity  of  character,  of 
races,  and  of  institutions,  which  exist  between  us 
and  Mexico,  and  he  deprecates,  with  equal  zeal  and 
justice,  the  union  of  the  Mexican  people  and  ours.  1 
tully  agree,  sir,  in  all  that,  it  would  be  a deplorable 
anisiganiation.  No  such  evil  will  happen  to  us  in 
our  day.  We  do  not  want  the  people  of  Mexico, 
either  as  citizens  or  subjects.  All  we  want  is  a por- 
tion oi  territory  which  Ihey  noniinally  hold,  geiiei ally 
uninhabited,  or,  where  inhabited  at  all,  sparsely  so, 
and  with  a population,  which  would  soon  recede,  or 
identify  itsely  with  ours.  The  senator  says,  speaking 
ol  Mexico,  “what  are  jou  lo  do  with  the  lerrilorj?” 
1 answer  nothing  at  all,  as  a periiiaiient  acquisition. 
•Will  you,”  says  the  senator,  “incorporate  it  in 
your  union.’”  Ceilainly  not.  We  shall  hold  it  as  a 
means  o(  procuring  an  honorable  peace.  And  such 
a peace  it  may  be  made  lo  procure  lor  us. 

Some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  senator  1 
regretted  to  hear:  those  which  cast  doubls  upon  llie 
power  of  this  country  to  prosecute  this  war  lo  an 
tioDorab’e  conclusion — such  a conclusion,  indeed,  as 
alone  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  American  people.  I 
am  not  goi,  g,  Mr.  President,  to  sunjecl  these  views 
to  any  seventy  ol  investigation.  1 should  do  it  with 
l•iuclallce  in  any  case,  and  1 could  nut  do  in  this. 
,Viy  unltigned  respect  lor  the  distinguished  senator 
would  piohibil  it.  Vlhile  1 claim  lor  myself  and 
j ield  lo  olhets  Il.e  must  unlimited  range  ol  dist  utsiuii; 
aiiu  while  1 do  nut  call  in  question  the  truth  ol  the 
senlinieiil,  uttered  during  Ihe  last  war,  that  a public 
mail  has  a right  to  speak  lu  his  country,  though  he 
may  be  ove: heard  by  the  enemy,  still  there  are 
discretionary  iiiuiis,  which  it  teems  to  mail  were 


better  not  to  pass.  Every  word,  that  is  spoken  here, 
is  heard  upon  tha  plataau  of  Mexico.  Legiilativa 
discussions,  with  open  doors,  are,  in  this  age  of  pro- 
gress, discussions  before  Ihe  world.  As  we  watch 
the  indications  of  public  opinion  in  Mexico,  and 
seek  them  in  tha  journals  of  the  day,  the  sama  uni- 
versal messengers  carry  back  to  that  country  all  wo 
are  saying  and  doing,  and  proposing.  Far  be  it  Irona 
me  to  question  the  conduct,  or  the  motives  of  any 
honorable  senator.  1 believe  that  every  member  of 
this  body  is  actuated  by  as  pure  intentions  as  I am 
myself.  But  1 suggest,  is  it  prudent  to  say  here,  that  it 
is  uncertain  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  tehch  the 
city  of  Mexico  during  this  campaign,  and  that  if  we 
do  not,  she  will  he  encouraged,  and  wo  discouraged; 
she  fortified,  and  we  irresolute.’  Is  it  prudent  to  say, 
that  there  are  doubts,  whether  we  can  raise  the 
msaiis  for  another,  more  costly,  and  at  a greater 
distance?  To  say  that  the  ."pirit  of  volunteering  is 
gone?  To  say,  that  for  a third  campaign,  there  will 
be  no  longer  resources  in  treasury  notes?  Evhaiisled, 
perhaps  more  than  exhausted,  by  this  single  cam- 
paign? To  ask  if  we  can  borrow?  If  we  can  lay 
taxes?  What  taxes,  &c.?  To  ask  if  we  can  collect 
them  in  certain  stales,  that  are  embarrassed;  and  to 
answer  no!  To  inquire  if  there  will  be  sufficient 
unanimity  and  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
lo  warant  the  belief,  that  congress,  would  grant  lha 
necessary  supplies! 

These  are  irksome  inquiries  to  me.  .M r.  Presidcnl, 
and  1 shall  not  pursue  them.  If  all  this  is  so,  we  are 
already  unfailhlul  to  the  trust  commitlsd  to  us,  pur 
( based  by  the  exertion  and  blood  of  our  fathers,  and 
left  as  a precious  legacy  for  those  who  are  to  come 
alter  us.  The  lofty  position  of  the  distinguished 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  his  reputation — a Eu- 
ropean one,  in  lad — his  great  services,  and  his  pure 
character,  give  extraordinary  weight  to  all  the  sen- 
timents he  utters;  and  tha  deeper,  therefore,  is  my 
regret.  Jl  these  apprehensions  art  well  founded, 
there  is  another  point  uf  application  for  the  epigram- 
oialic  remark  of  a French  statesman,  speaking  ol  us 
in  the  earlier  periods  of  our  history,  who  said,  ''If 
such  is  the  youth  ol  that  republic,  what  wilt  be  its  old 
age?”  Sir,  it  will  have  no  old  age. 

The  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  us.  Nothing  worse 
can  happen  to  us  than  toslop  ingloriously.  That  is  our 
last  resource.  We  have,  then,  but  to  prosecute  this 
war,  as  other  wars  are  prosecuted  by  other  nations. 
We  have  but  to  discard  dangerous  experiinenls,  and 
lo  hold  on  lo  the  experience  of  the  world.  We  must 
breast  oursehes  lo  the  sheck.  We  must  continue 
our  occupation  of  Mexico,  and  push  the  invasion 
still  farther.  We  must  do  as  other  people  have  done — 
we  must  attack  and  disperse  her  armies,  lake  posses- 
sion of  her  towns,  and  capture  her  forlressrs.  There 
seems  lo  be  soma  analogy  between  Ihe  cities  of  Paris 
and  Mexico.  Both  are  the  native  seats  of  revolu- 
tions. Both  exsrt  a preponderating  influence  o\er 
their  respective  countries.  1 hare  no  rignt  to  give 
an  authoritative  opinion,  respecting  the  expediency 
of  deinonitration  upon  the  capital.  Still,  1 do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  1 think  it  would  be  a wise  and 
probably  decisive  measure.  It  would  disperse  the 
govcrniueni,  and  weaken,  if  not  break,  its  hold  upon 
public  opinion,  ll  would  divert  the  revenue  Irom 
them  to  us.  And,  in  addilion  lo  this  resource,  1 
agree  fully  with  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri 
in  upiniun,  llial  we  should  call  contributions  to  uur 
aid,  in  delray  ing  uur  mililary  expenses.  It  is  a legi- 
liinste  means  ol  support  fur  hostile  armies  it  oe- 
lungs  to  Ihr  present  age,  and  nut  exclusively  to  the 
past.  During  all  ilm  wars  in  Europe  in  our  lime, 
almost  the  first  thing  tlie  commander  ol  a luri-igii 
army  does,  on  enlenng  an  enemy’s  town,  is  to  con- 
vene the  magistrates,  and  make  requisitions  upon 
them  tor  bread,  meat,  wine,  lurage,  and  snoli  utlier 
supplies  as  are  wauled,  ^iid  this,  loo,  under  threat 
ol  iiiililary  execution.  And  the  process  ha.s  been 
luuiid  etleclual  and  the  practice  universal. 

But  ll  IS  said,  Mr.  Piesideiil,  that  the  Mexicans 
will  fight  lo  llie  last  extremity.  It  may  be  so. — 

1 hero  are  many  desperate  deeds  recorded  in  history, 
and  ebslinaey  is  a prominent  trait  in  llic  Spaiii-b 
charaeur,  and  belongs  lu  all  the  affiliated  people  of 
that  stuck.  But  men  do  not  light  tor  the  mere  pur- 
pose ol  being  killed.  We  do  not  enter  Mexico  lo 
conquer  her — only  lo  conquer  a peace.  We  do  not 
assail  her  independence.  We  do  not  seek  iivr  pei- 
matienl  suojngalion.  We  only  ask  her  lu  do  us  jm- 
tice.  it  seems  lu  me,  then,  Uial  this  is  not  one  ol 
those  cases,  scmelimes  proiiimrnl  in  Ilia  bisioiy  uf 
nations,  wlieie  the  public  energy  is  uiuuseu  lu  a til 
ul  (lespei allun,  and  by  winch  msaiis  viclunes  aiu 
achieved  against  all  pieviuus  Caieululmns.  Witnunt 
govcrnmenl,  wilhuul  iraUe,  n illiout  i cs  ni.  ee;.,  so  - 
mg,  but  not  lo  reap,  or  i ea|nng  but  iiol  t..  enj  y , a.  d 
wiiti  all  Ihe  evils  ul  liusliie  utenp.iUun,  I can  ..i  Uni 
ihiiik  dial  llie  Mexican  ptupie  uis}  UecunqncrtU — ... 
juaiice. 
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Mr.  PresWent,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  adverted  to  the  periodical  visits  of  fever,  by 
whi>  h the  low  lands  of  Mexico  are,  during  that  sea- 
si  n,  in.pervioos  to  ihe  stranger.  It  is  a tax,  which 
those  rii  h rountries  pay  for  other  bounties,  that  na- 
ture has  given  them  But  this  is  a reason  for  has- 
tening. and  no  for  abandoning  our  operalions. — 
Gfertainl},!  irnsl  our  government  will  not  expose 
the  lives  of  I'Ur  brave  soldiers  in  those  death  doing 
climates.  Our  armies  can  fight  with  their  natural 
enemies,  and  they  have  poured  out  their  blood  like 
water  for  their  country.  But  they  cannot  fight  the 
pesiilence,  and  their  weapons  would  be  powerless 
befoie  the  angel  of  death.  Wherever,  therefore, 
they  may  be,  when  this  time  of  disease  comes  on, 
they  will  no  doubt  be  stopped  and  properly  taken 
caie  oi,  in  districts  removed  from  its  operation. — 
This  is  Ihe  p irainonnt  duly  of  the  government,  and 
they  u uBl  fulfil  it  under  the  heaviest  responsibility. 
So  much,  sir,  for  the  future.  Now  let  me  be  per- 
mitted to  review  the  past. 

During  a considerable  portion  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  we  were  occupied  in  the  consideration 
of  ibe  thesis,  that  nations  cannot  go  to  war  in  this  en- 
lightened age  of  the  w orld.  How  w e should  have  de- 
cided iliat  difficult  qsestion,  had  a decision  become 
necessary,  I do  not  venture  to  assert.  Our  delibera- 
tions weie  suddenly  interrupted  by  ihe  sound  of  hos- 
tile cannon  from  India,  from  Australia,  from  the  | 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  Algiers,  from  the  Can-  j 
casus,  and  from  the  La  Plata,  and  still  nearer  and  | 
louder  Irom  our  onm  frontier,  which  announced  that 
old  fashioned  war,  with  all  its  evils,  stilHotind  abiding 
places  upon  the  earth,  and  that  we  were  yet  far  from 
the  age  of  universal  peace  and  benevolence.  The  ' 
disinterested  English  Journals  read  us  many  a homily 
upon  our  pugnacious  propensities;  and  some  of  the 
continental  papers  of  Europe  expressed  their  holy 
horror  at  the  assurance  of  that  great,  unbridled, 
trans- Atlantic  democracy,  in  thinking  that  it  had 
honor  and  interest  to  assert,  and  courage  to  defend 
them. 

The  progress  of  the  war,  in  which  we  find  our- 
lelves  engaged,  has  furnished  to  the  English  and 
French  journals,  since  that  period,  favorable  op- 
portunities of  impugning  our  motivei  and  our  policy, 
and  of  arraigning  us  at  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion 
through  the  world,  in  contrast,  it  is  to  be  presu  ..ed, 
with  the  disinterested  and  philanthropic  conduct  of 
their  own  governments,  i desire,  before  I examine 
the  internal  questions,  connected  with  this  war,  to 
submit  a few  remarks  upon  the  external  ones.  The 
conduct  of  nations  constitutes  the  law  of  nations  — 
If  the  enlighUiied  and  powerful  governments  of  the 
world  take  redress  into  their  own  hands,  whenever 
their  interests  require,  they  have  little  right  to  ar- 
raign the  course  of  other  powers,  who,  after  long 
years  of  patient  forbearance,  find  themselves  driven 
to  arms.  A lew  brief  statements  of  this  self-redress- 
ing policy,  if  1 may  call  them  such,  will  exhibit  the 
modern  practice  in  bold  relief. 

In  1829,  difficuliies  arose  between  the  Argentine 
republic  and  tiie  French,  respecting  ttie  service  of 
foreigners  in  the  militia  of  the  country.  The  diplo- 
matic agent  of  France  immediately  withdrew,  while 
the  French  fleei  attacked  the  vessels  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
which  then  submitted  tu  the  dciBands  imposed  upon  it. 

England  abandoned  the  Falkland  Islands  in  1774, 
after  holding  theni  a few  yeais.  Ou  the  asserLioii 
of  the  independence  of  Buenos  Ayres,  that  govern- 
ment took  possession  of  these  islands,  as  the  succes- 
sor of  the  rigiits  of  Spain.  In  1833,  after  being  the 
subject  of  a diploinalie  correspondence  between 
England  and  Buenos  Ayres,  while  peaceably  held  by 
the  latter  power,  a British  vessel  of  w ar  look  pos 
session  ol  them,  and  its  captain  addressed  tu  the 
Buenos  Ayrean  commander  this  modasl  and  laconic 
note;  “1 1 is  my  intention  to  hoist,  to  morrow  morimig, 
the  national  flag  of  Great  Britain  on  shore,  when  1 
request  you  vv ill  be  pleased  to  haul  down  your  flag, 
and  to  withdraw  your  forces,  taking  with  you  ail  the 
stores,  &c.  belonging  to  your  government.” 

In  1831,  a difficulty  arose  between  the  British  and 
the  Portuguese  goveramenls,  in  consequence  of  tlie 
claims  ol  certain  British  subjects.  England  de- 
manded— 

lit  That  a Pertuguese,captaiD  should  be  cashiered. 

2d.  That  certain  payments  should  be  made  within 
a month. 

3J.  1 hat  several  magistrates  should  he  removed. 

4th.  That  regular  judicial  proceedings  should  be 
disavowed,  and  compcnsatioii  made  for  injuries  they 
were  said  to  have  ii.flicted. 

util.  Another  disavowal  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
magistrate. 

And  in  alt  these  cases  of  dismissal,  it  was  required 
that  they  should  be  notified  in  the  Lisbon  Gazette, 
wall  a statement  of  tbe  causes  which  occasioned 
them  and  an  assurance  that  none  of  those  persons 
should  again  be  employed  under  any  pretence. 


6th.  That  certain  duties  on  British  manufactures 
should  cease. 

7lh.  That  compensation  should  be  made  to  an 
Englishman  who  bad  been  ordered  baik  into  Spain, 
in  consequence  of  some  irregularity  in  his  passport. 

8th  A severe  and  public  reprimand  of  a Portu- 
guese officer,  who  had  given  oflence. 

9'h.  Tbe  dismissal  of  a judge,  conservator  of  the 
British  privilege.g. 

lOih.  A positive  engagement,  that  the  rights  of 
British  subjects  should  thenceforth  be  strictly  ob- 
served. 

And  to  all  these  demands  it  was  added,  that  none 
of  them  admitted  of  the  slightest  negotiation  or  mo- 
dification. 

This  ultimatum  was  carried  out  by  a British 
squadron,  vvhich  cruised  otflhe  mouth  of  the  Tagus, 
wtiile  tbe  Portuguese  ministry  were  deliberating  on 
their  reply. 

The  nature  of  that  reply  was  determined  by  Ihe 
notice,  with  which  the  British  eonsul  general  con- 
cluded his  demands,  that  in  the  event  of  their  being 
rt-jected,  the  British  fleet  would  commence  hostilities. 
Before  the  time  elapsed  every  demand  was  complied 
with;  and  the  Lisbon  Gazette,  on  the  2d  of  May,  an- 
nounced the  humiliation  of  the  Portuguese  govero- 
ment. 

‘•This  example,”  says  the  British  Annual  Register, 
with  much  naivete,  while  narrating  the  transaction, 
‘‘was  not  lost  upon  France.”  A French  citizen  had 
been  punished  for  ‘‘committing  a breach  of  public 
decency  in  the  Cathedral  viuring  passion  week;”  and 
another  Frenchman  was  accused  and  punished  for 
having  been  engaged  in  a conspiracy.  “Other  sub 
jects  of  France  had  been  arrested  at  Oporto  and 
Lisbon,  but  had  stiflered  no  other  indignity  but  their 
confinement.”  These  measures  appear  to  have  been 
directed  by  the  ordinary  judicial  tribunals.  The 
French  government  demanded  redress,  which  not 
being  granted,  a French  fleet  sailed  for  the  Tagus, 
and  began  reprisals  on  the  Portuguese  flag.  This 
measure,  being  found  insufficient  to  produce  tbe  de- 
sired result,  a stronger  fleet  was  despatched,  with  an 
ultimatum,  and  this  not  beiag  accepted,  it  entered 
the  river  and  anchored  off  Lisbon.  The  Portuguese 
guvernment  then  submitted.  But  immediately  after, 
additional  demands  were  made,  and  the  Portuguese 
fleet  was  conveyed  to  Brest. 

Ceriain  commercial  advantages  were  granted  to 
Gieat  Britain  by  Naples  in  a treaty  concluded  in 
1816-  In  1838,  a monopoly  of  the  sulphur  mines  was 
granted  by  the  Neapolitan  government  to  a company, 
organized  for  tbe  purpose  of  working  them.  Eng 
laud  considered  this  grant  an  iniraciion  of  the  treaty, 
and  renHinstrated  against  it.  Alter  some  diplomatic 
discussions,  the  Neapulilaii  governtuent  announced 
to  that  of  England,  ihat  it  had  determined  not  to  yield 
tu  the  demands,  not  considering  the  monopoly  as  any 
infraction  of  the  treaty.  The  parties  interested  in  it 
look  the  opinion  of  two  of  the  most  eminent  counsel 
ol  England,  Sir  F.  Pollock  and  Dr.  Phillimure,  who 
decided  that  it  was  no  infraction  of  the  treaty  ol 
1816.  But  the  British  government  determined  to 
enlurea  its  demands,  and  ordereu  its  admiral  on  the 
Mediterranean  station  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
cuaurei.ee  hostilities  egainsl  the  Neapolitan  flag. — 
I'hey  w ere  actually  commenced  in  184U  by  a British 
fleet,  whieh  captured  a number  ol  JMeapolilan  vessels, 
t he  govcrnnaenl  dt  Naples  at  first  prepared  to  resist; 
but,  aajs  an  English  hislorian,  “the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  a contest  with  England  induced  it  finally 
to  accept  the  proposed  mediation  of  Fiance.” — 
The  result  was  the  abolition  of  the  sulphur  mono 
poly. 

'1  he  French  took  possession  of  Vera  Cruz  in  1839, 
aftera  heavy  bomhardmeul,  and  held  it  as  a security 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances.  These  griev- 
ances consisted  principally,  it  not  wholly,  in  with- 
holding Irom  French  cifizeiis  the  right  of  retail 
trade.  An  indemnity  of  three  millions  of  francs  was 
granted,  and  also  some  coinpensalion  for  French 
Citizens,  who  had  been  expelled  irom  llio  country. 

Ttie  British  Annual  liegisier  observes  that  '‘the 
peculiar  indemnity  which  the  Fren..ti  claimed,  arose 
out  of  all  sent  ol  demands  on  the  part  of  certain 
Frenchman,  who  alleged  that  they  had  grounds  of 
complaint  against  the  Mexicans.  But  in  addition  to 
the  cuaipensalion  demanded,  the  French  insisted  on 
concessions  and  privileges  which  no  independent  ua- 
tiuti  could  be  expected  to  grant,  and  no  generous  one 
should  have  endeavored  to  extort  from  a weaker 
power.  Tliey  required  that  judges  should  be  remov- 
ed, sentences  revoked;  and  that  immunities,  not 
granted  to  the  most  levered  nation,  should  be  con- 
ceded to  French  residents;  such  as  exemption  from 
war  contributions  and  extraordinary  imposts,  toge 
Iher  with  unreslncled  liberty  to  carry  on  a retail 
trade.” 

The  seizure  of  tbe  Sandwich  Islands,  in  1842,  by 
the  French  Admiral  Du  Petit  1 houars,  is  fresh  in  the 


recollection  of  every  one  who  watches  the  progress 
of  ihe  political  affairs  of  the  world.  Whatever  was 
the  character  of  the  Frenoh  claims,  the  act  of  hostili- 
ty by  which  redress  was  sought,  was  a stroke  inflict- 
ed hy  a great  power  upon  a lecble  one,  which  neither 
the  nature  of  the  alleged  offence,  nor  the  time  that 
had  elapsed,  could  justify. 

1 need  not  recall  in  detail  the  transactions  of  the 
La  Plata,  by  which  the  English  and  Frencti  govern- 
ments interfered  in  the  war  between  Buenos  Ayres 
and  Montevideo.  The  universal  judgment  of  this 
country  has  pronounced  that  transaction,  one  of  the 
most  unjustifiable  assaults,  ever  committed  upon  the 
indeperidenee  of  nations.  It  was  mercantile  cupidity, 
and  neither  justice  nor  philanthropy,  which  led  to 
this  gross  outrage, 

But  why,  sir,  do  1 turn  from  the  direct  issue  before 
us,  to  recall  these  instances  of  self  redress,  whieh 
have,  within  the  few  last  years,  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  Christendom?  1 agree  with  the  honorable 
senator  (rum  Georgia  in  much  that  he  has  said  on  tbe 
subject  of  war,  always  injurious  and  often  unjust. — 
Bui  I am  not  going  to  be  led  into  a polemic  upon  that 
subject.  We  must  take  the  world  as  we  find  it;  and 
the  nation,  tlial  hesitates  to  defend  its  honor  and  its 
interests,  vvfll  soon  have  neither  to  defend.  There 
is  an  Arab  proverb,  which  says,  it  is  the  last. feather, 
which  breaks  the  camel’s  back.  There  is  a last  in- 
dignity, which,  unredressed,  breaks  down  the  honor 
and  character  of  any  nation.  Whether  we  had 
reached  the  point,  where  forbearance  becomes  pusil- 
lanimity, in  our  intercourse  with  Mexico,  can  best  be 
judged  by  passing  in  review  the  long  catalogue  of 
outrages  on  her  side,  and  of  acts  of  moderation  on 
ours. 

The  Divine  Lawgiver  has  said,  judge  not,  lest  y« 
be  judged.  And  what  judgment  has  been  meted  out 
by  the  public  opinion  ol  England  upon  the  conduct 
of  this  country  in  our  intercourse  with  tbe  Mexican 
republic?  One  shoit,  but  ernphatie  extract  from 
each  of  the  great  journals  of  England,  the  exponents 
of  the  rival  parlies  in  that  country,  will  pul  this  ques- 
tion beyond  controversy.  They  were  brought  out  bj 
the  last  steam  pjcket. 

“Texas,”  says  the  London  Tunes,  “has  spoiled 
the  morale  of  the  United  States.  The  invaders  of 
Mexico  are  men  of  blood.  They  are  not  the  men  to 
build  the  temple  of  peace.” 

And  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  speaking  of 
that  part  of  the  president’s  message,  wiiicti  recounts 
the  causes  of  the  war,  says:  “It  seems  a monstrous 
thing,  that  mouth  of  man  should  run  on  so;  that  it 
should  parade  hypocrisy  in  the  day  light;  that  it 
should  insult  the  understanding  of  the  world.” — 
“To  what  end  make  statements  that  will  deceive 
no  one,  and  which  will  so  much  credit  for  the  fu- 
lu re.” 

If  ever  there  was  one  illustration,  stronger  than 
another,  of  the  propensity  of  man  to  behold  the  mote 
in  a brtther’i  eye,  and  not  to  consider  the  beam  in  hit 
own,  it  is  found  in  these  ever-renewing  and  ever-con- 
demning Judgments,  formed  in  England  upon  tbe 
policy  ol  the  United  Stales,  both  external  and  inter- 
nal. Like  the  Pharisee  of  old,  the  English  people 
ihank  God,  they  are  not  ai  ether  nations  are,  ‘‘or 
even  as”  that  great  mobocracy  upon  ttie  western 
hemisphere,  so  hateful  in  the  eyes  of  every  true 
believer  in  the  divine  right  of  the  few  to  govern  Ihe 
many. 

They  thank  God  that  they  do  not  go  to  war.  It  is 
antiquated — it  is  a barbarous  usage,  unfit  for  Chris- 
tian people.  Even  an  honorable  senator  Iron  New 
Jersey  recapitulated  tbe  w rongs  we  had  submitted 
to  from  other  powers,  enumerating  them  with  ma- 
thematical precision — the  Saxon,  the  Gaul,  the 
Dane,  and  almost  all  others,  whose  names  are  found 
in  the  nomenclature  of  nations,  and  thence  seemed  to 
deduce  the  conclusion,  that  as  w«  bad  sufi'erad  much, 
we  might  well  suffer  more.  I will  not  undertake  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  we  have  not  pushed  our  for- 
bearance beyond  the  t;ue  limit  of  public  honor  and 
dignity;  but  1 vvill  say  to  that  honorable  senator,  that 
our  cup  was  running  over  when  Mexico  attacked  us, 
and  that  the  future  would  have  baou  as  lull  of  dan- 
ger and  uncertainly,  as  the  past  was  of  indignity,  had 
we  sal  down  and  worked  out  our  course  by  the  rule  j 
of  three:  As  so  many  injuries  from  Denmark  gave 
such  a measure  of  immunity,  what  measure  shall  the 
injustice  of  M*:xico  give? 

1 feel  little  disposition,  sir,  to  pore  over  the  histo- 
ries of  France  or  England,  and  placing  my  finger 
upon  the  acts  of  injustice  reeorded  there,  to  comparo 
these  acts  with  our  own  policy,  in  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nalions.  VVe  never  acquired  a foot  of 
territory  by  blood.  If  they  dare  to  say  as  much  let 
them  say  it.  “Texas,”  says  the  Times,  has  spoiled 
Ihe  morale  of  the  United  Slates.”  Is  there  any  mo- 
rale, left  IH  Eriglana?  If  there  is,  it  has  survived  Ifio 
shucks  of  sueh  acquisitions  as  the  world  has  never 
seen  since  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire.  'We  are 
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most  erery  nalioii  on  ihe  hutiiUible  globe.’  The  Ame- 
rican moiilh  uilcrs  hypocrisy!  lint  lliere  is  no  hypo- 
crisy in  high  places,  where  forbearance,  amt  mohe- 
ration,  and  philanihropy  are  eternally  preached,  and 
conquest,  and  acquisition,  and  commercial  cupiilily, 
eternally  practised.  We  have  seen  one  kinjiiom 
OTcrtiirned,  and  its  dominion  pass  to  a foreign  power, 
because  ila  semi  barbarous  sorr-reiijin  forgot  his  own 
dignity  and  the  rights  of  others,  so  much  as  to  Qou- 
rish  his  Ian  in  the  face  of  a consul.  And  we  liave 
teen  the  oldest  empire  In  Ihe  world  attacked,  and  its 
recesses,  so  lung  concealed,  laid  opm,  and  its  gov- 
ernment pro  tralcd  at  the  feet  of  «n  invader,  because 
it  insisted  upon  the  exercise  of  its  inuisputabh-  rigtit 
to  prohibit  llie  smuggling  of  opium — a drug  equally 
destructive  to  the  pfiysical  powers,  ami  to  ttie  i.ioral 
faculties.  But,  sir,  I have  no  disposition  to  open  a 
ledger  with  otner  nations,  and  te  make  regular  eii 
tries  ol  Ihsir  acts  of  injustice  and  aggression,  and 
to  compare  Ihe  account  .viih  our  own.  We  claim 
no  exemption  Irom  the  Irailties  of  humanity.  It 
were  well  if  war  could  be  banished,  and  (leace  fur 
ever  eslabiished  among  llie  nations  of  the  world, — 
That  tune  will  co  e;  but  it  will  come,  when  it  is  or- 
dained in  the  providence  of  God.  The  eye  of  failh 
may  discern  it  now.  But,  looking  at  things  as  they 
are,  and  applying  to  the  .i  the  ordinary  rules  of  hu- 
man judgment,  Ihe  reign  of  universal  peace  is  still 
far  romole.  And,  in  Uiu  mean  ti.oo,  if  we  are  struck, 
we  must  slnlte  nack,  or  become  a bye  w ord  and  a re- 
proach am'.ng  the  nations  ol  the  earth. 

But,  sir,  passing  Irom  the  external  view  of  our  dif 
ficullies  witfi  Mexico  we  have  still  an  international 
one  to  lake,  which  involves  much  higher  considera- 
tions. The  causes  of  the  war  are  a grave  subject  of 
discussion.  Public  opinion  is  investigating  and  pro- 
nouDcing  its  jui.gment  upon  them.  For  myself,  I 
have  no  tear  ol  the  resuU.  'I’he  more  the  question 
is  examined,  the  more  manifest  will  ba  our  wrongs, 
and  the  cle.irer  our  forbearance.  In  the  President’s 
last  annual  message,  an  iiiteresling  synopsis  was  gi- 
ven ol  the  conduct  ol  Mexico  lowaiUs  this  country. 
No  more  conclusive  review  of  national  injuries  has 
ever  appealed  to  the  public  opinion  of  this  country, 
or  ol  the  world.  It  recapilulaies,  calmly,  and  with 
truth  and  lures,  the  still  accu-aiulating  wrongs,  we 
bad  sijftsred,  and  tue  final  acl,  which  crowned  them 
— the  invasion  ol  our  country  and  11, e attack  upon  our 
army;  an  attack,  wbicli  the  Mexican  authorities 
deciaieu  they  -..  otild  make,  as  far  east  as  the  Sabine 
river. 

I shall  not,  Mr.  President,  go  over  the  whole 
ground  of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico.  I regret, 
that  11  becomes  uectssaiy  to  investigate  their  history 
ID  this  place.  I regret,  that  unanimity  does  not  pre- 
vail upon  this  sul.jecl,  wi.en  unanimity  is  so  essential 
to  prompt  and  vigorous  action.  V\hile  1 regret  it, 
however,!  impugn  the  motives  of  no  one.  Thank 
God,  we  are  as  iree  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
governmenl,  as  we  are  to  breathe  the  air  of  heaven. 
Bui  while  1 concede  to  olhers  ihe  same  right  1 claim 
lor  my  sell — the  nglil  lo  examine  li'eely,aiid  to  judge 
openly,  li.e  conuncl  ol  iPe  goveniment  iu  its  lUler- 
couise  wilt,  oil),  r i.alions — 1 may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press Ilia  rtgiel,  anu  togeUur  wilii  the  regret,  the 
surprise,  itibt  tnrooglioul  tue  country  one  uiidivid- 
ed  sti.iiinenl  had  not  prevaileo— that  the  conduct 
ol  Alsxico  leit  u»  no  clioice  heu.een  war  and  dis- 
honor. 

V\  e B ere  the  first  lo  raceivs  that  republic  into  the 
faiiiily  oi  uatious.  Our  complaints  against  her  com- 
menced aiiiiosl  with  the  couimciicemenl  ol  her  in- 
dcpeodence.  They  go  u.ck  to  the  year  1817,  and 
come  down  l.j  the  present  day,  in  one  almost  uniri- 
larrupled  scries  ol  outrages.  I shall  not  state  them 
seriaftr/r,  rior  eiiicr  into  the  detail  oi  iheir  nature  and 
extent,  ihis  t.as  been  repeatedly  cODe,  aiid  the 
official  documeiua  aie  belorc  Uie  corntcj.  1 will 
rueiely  classiiy  liom  an  able  leporl,  maj.B  by  Mi. 
Forsyth  in  lfc37,  itie  various  tieads  ol  complaiuls, 
which  will  pieseul  the  general  aspect  ol  llie  sub 
jeel; — 

1.  'J'ld.suro  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
Stelei  has  baen  seized  by  Aiexitan  cfiicers  lu  its 
traivsil  (rom  the  capital  to  the  coast. 

2.  Vessels  ol  the  United  Stales  liave  been  captur- 
ed, detained,  and  condeintied,  upon  the  most  Irtvol- 
oub  prelexis. 

3-  Duties  have  been  exacted  from  others  notori- 
ously against  law,  or  without  law. 

4.  Giher  vessels  have  heeii  employed,  and,  in  some 

iDslaiicis  ruuieu  iii  the  Mexteah  service,  without 
couipeusatiuu  to  the  o.-.  Rei  s. 

5.  Ciuzehs  ol  the  Uiiiied  Stales  have  been  im- 
prisoned lor  long  periods  ol  lime,  without  being 
ihlormed  ol  tlie  oUences  v/iih  wniclt  they  wcie 
charged. 
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In  presenting  lo  congress  these  causes  of  complaint 
against  Mexico  in  1837.  General  Jackson  stated  that 
they  "would  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  im- 
mediate war.”  This  sentiment  was  responded  lo  by 
the  committees  on  foreign  relations,  both  in  the  se- 
nate and  in  the  house  of  representatives;  the  former 
of  whom  looked  lo  a presentation  of  the  subject  at 
the  next  session  of  congreis,  and  could  not  doubt,  but 
that  such  measures  would  be  immediately  adupteil, 
as  might  be  necessary  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the 
country,  and  insure  ample  reparation  to  our  injured 
citizens.  And  the  latter  said  they  “fully  concur 
with  the  president,  that  ample  cause  exists  for  Isk 
ing  redress  into  our  own  hands,  and  tielieve,  that  we 
shall  be  justified  in  the  opinion  of  other  nations  for 
taking  sui'h  a step.”  President  Van  Buren,  in  De- 
cember, 1837,  in  hiB  message  to  congress,  said  that 
“Ibough  our  causes  of  complaint,  ami  some  of  the 
most  offensive  character,  admitted  of  an  immediate 
ami  satisfactory  reply,  yet  it  was  only  within  a few 
days  that  any  answer  had  been  received,  and  that  no 
satisfaction  had  been  given  or  offered  for  one  o(  our 
public  complaints,  and  that  only  one  case  of  perio 
nal  wrong  h-ad  been  favorably  considered,  and  that 
bill  four  cases,  out  of  all,  bad  been  decided  by  the 
.Mexican  government.”  President  Van  Buren  dis- 
linolly  told  congress,  that  ledreas  vvas  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  executive,  and  could  only  be  obtained  by 
the  action  of  congress,  which  action  must,  of  course, 
have  been  war. 

As  to  the  conventions,  which  have  since  been  made 
by  the  two  countries,  and  violated  by  Mexico,  1 need 
not  enter' into  their  history:  they  are  fresh  in  the  re 
collection  of  all.  These  three  conventions,  by  the 
infidelity  ol  the  Mexican  governmenl,  have  proved 
nearly  fruitless;  and  after  thirty  years  of  injury  on 
the  one  side,  and  of  remonstrance  on  the  other,  there, 
is  nothing  left  for  us  but  to  abandon  all  hope  of  re- 
dress, or  to  obtain  it  by  a vigorous  proseciiiion  of  ihe 
war.  Is  there  another  governmenl  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  which  would  have  been  thus  patient,  not  lo 
say  humble,  during  the  long  progress  of  such  ag 
gressioris?  And  it  is  now  too  late  lo  tell  us,  that  we 
have  hastily  and  unnecessarily  commenced  war, 
when  the  war  was  commenced  by  the  enemy,  and 
when,  if  we  had  struck  the  first  stroke,  we  should 
have  been  justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  of 
posterity.  But  it  may  be  said,  and  it  hag  been  said, 
tbal  alUiougti  sufficitiil  causes  of  war  existed  on  nur 
part,  still  It  was  not  these  causes  which  provoked 
iiuuiediute  hostilities.  This  view,  if  true,  has  rela 
lion  lo  the  expedieimj,  and  not  lo  Ihejustice  of  the 
war.  But  what  are  ihe  general  facts,  upon  which  a 
just  conclu.>-ion  can  be  lornicdr  After  ilie  conven- 
tion ol  Texas  had  decided,  that  Ih-sl  repuUlic  would 
annex  herself  to  the  United  Stales,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  held  out  in  the  act  of  congress,  but  before  its 
consummation  by  a vole  of  the  Texan  people,  we 
were  under  a strong  moral  obligation  to  protect  her 
from  any  foreign  invasion,  and  more  particularly 
from  any  invasion,  lo  which  she  might  be  exposed 
by  the  manifestations  of  her  intentions  to  atlach 
l.trself  lo  the  Uuiled  Slates.  I shall  not  argue  this 
point.  No  illusiraliori  can  make  it  stronger.  As 
soon,  therefore,  as  Uie  incipient  steps  had  bei  n 
taken,  our  troops  entered  'J'txas,  by  the  invitation 
ol  the  proper  aultioi ilies,  and  on  the  15ih  day  of 
August,  1845,  they  bad  taken  a position  at  Corpus 
Cliristi,  west  of  the  Nueces,  and  remained  there 
till  Ihe  17ih  day  of  March,  1846,  when  they  march- 
ed lor  the  Rio  Grande.  So  much  lor  our  military 
muveuients. 

1 wo  causes  are  alleged,  as  giving  Mexico  just 
cause  of  w ar  against  the  United  Stales.  The  first, 
which  is  the  annexalion  of  ^I'exas,  is  jointly  urged 
both  in  Mexico  and  in  this  country.  The  second, 
VI  hich  I believe  finds  its  advocates  only  in  the  United 
States,  is  that  our  army  occupied  the  country  be- 
tween tne  Neuces  and  the  Rio  Grande. 

As  lo  the  first,  it  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  public 
opinion,  and  received  its  final  judgment.  1 do  not 
Mailer  uiysell  that  i could  present  any  new  views  of 
■ subject  so  long  and  to  publicly  discussed.  But,  as 
It  stands  in  ihe  way,  and  1 cannot  avoid  it,  1 shaii 
venture  to  submit  a lew  reflections,  which  have  oc- 
curred to  me. 

The  riglit  ol  a country  to  reduce  to  obedience  a 
portion  of  its  territory,  asserting  independence,  by 
arms,  is  not  dented.  The  recognized  principles  of 
me  law  ol  iialione,  require  other  powers  to  afford  no 
aid  to  either  party  during  the  actual  progress  of  the 
controversy  . They  may  acknowledge,  however,  and 
III  lucl  they  olltii  do  acknowledge,  the  indepen- 
dence ol  the  insurrectionary  province,  without 
giving  lo  the  'goveniment,  claiming  its  allegiance, 
any  just  cause  ol  otienee.  They  did  so  to  Mex- 
ico during  the  progress  of  her  revolutionary  war 
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not last  forevi-r,  an.'  two  nalions  eaiiiiol  forever  be 
kept  in  this  peculiar  attitude,  involving  delicate 
questions,  that  may  at  any  lime  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  world.  When  Greece  declared  her  indepen- 
dence of  Turkey,  the  Porte  waged  a war  of  many 
years  lo  reduce  her  to  subjection.  The  principal 
powers  of  Europe,  believing  that  a rea.-onable  op- 
porliinity  had  been  afforded  lo  the  7'urkisti  govern- 
ment to  re  establish  its  supremacy , and  in  Inch 
effort  it  had  failed,  determined  iliat  an  ei.d  should 
be  pul  to  the  operations.  They  therelore  iritei  lered, 
ami  announced  lo  the  Sultan,  that  the  tune  had  com* 
when  Greece  must  ne  irulepeiidenl.  And  this  de- 
claration was  maintained  by  force,  and  at  Navarino, 
to  use  a vilified,  but  very  proper  expression,  they 
conquered  a peace.  'I  bis  is,  perhaps,  a slrorig  case, 
(or  this  interference  took  place  Jlugranle  hello,  while 
a Turkish  army  was  yet  engaged  in  operations,  lo 
pul  down  the  spirit  of  freedom  in  Greece.  As  a 
general  principle,  it  may  be  assumed,  that  while 
both  parties  are  waging  open  war,  lo  assert  their 
superiority,  oilier  nalions  should  look  on  and  peace- 
ftiily  bide  the  issue.  But  when  the  coiilesl  is  actu- 
ally abandoned,  and  the  invading  parly  wilh>Jiuws 
from  the  disputed  leiTilory,  and  relinquishes  all  mi- 
litary operations,  the  struggle  is  over.  Indepemleuce 
IS  established,  and  whatever  may  be  the  nominal 
relations  of  the  two  couniries,  they  are  lieucelorlh 
in  llie  same  altitude — equal  po  - ers  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  'J'he  war  is  in  efi'ecl  over,  and 
the  rights  should  pass  away  with  ilsell.  This  is  the 
true  view  of  the  subject;  and  applying  these  princi- 
ples to  the  then  existing  relations,  between  Mexico 
and  Texas,  we  sbail  find  that  the  latter  power  was 
as  free  from  Mexico,  as  we  are  from  England.  No 
effort  had  been  made  by  the  Mexican  government 
tor  ten  years  to  reduce  her  revolted  province  lo  sub- 
jection Not  a hostile  foot  had  irodtien  the  Texan 
soil.  A chief  magistrate,  and  at  the  same  lime, 
eommander-in-chiel,  captured;  an  army  destroy- 
ed; and  all  invaders  repelled,  were  the  fiuils  of 
her  last  exertion.  They  crowned  at  once  her  pa- 
triotism, and  sealed  her  (ate.  She  was  ihericelorlh 
independent.  And  no  more  . eelsive  evidence  ol  this 
result  can  be  furnished,  ih  n the  very  conduct  of 
Mexico  herself.  What  did  she  do,  probably  under 
other  promptings,  when  it  was  ascertained  ihal'J’ex- 
as  desired  ad.  ission  into  our  coiuedvracy.’  She 
> ll'eied  lo  acknowledge  her  independence,  il  she 
woiili)  pledge  herself  nut  lo  join  ilie  American  Un- 
ion. A jealous  and  unworthy  pi opusal,  w bicti  the 
one  had  no  right  to  make  and  which  the  other  in- 
dignantly rejected.  A proposal,  which  was,  in  fact, 
the  very  recognition  oBered.  It  acknowledged  the 
slieiigih  of  Texas,  and  the  weakness  of  Mexico, 
and  that  further  efforts  at  subjugation  w ere  hope- 
less. For  myself,]  have  always  considered  that 
act  of  the  Mexican  government,  as  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  control  ersy,  and  an  ad  , ission  that 
Texas  was  independent  of  her,  and  beyond  her 
power. 

But  as  reasonable  men,  looking  at  things  as  they 
are,  whai  injury  have  v\e  iiiHicted  upon  Mexico, 
uiider  any  just  view  that  can  be  taken  ol  tier  rela- 
lioris  with  fexas?  What  has  she  lost  by  our  iiiler- 
lerence.’  Her  own  tiaim  may  be  summed  up  in  this, 
hud  she  had  a contingent  right  to  reduce  'I’exas  to 
submission.  Aid  what  w as  the  right  ..  orlh.’  Where 
lb  the  man  in  Texas,  in  Mexico,  even  in  Ctiriilen- 
dotn,  who  believes  that  there  w»s  a bare  possibility, 
that  the  Texan  people  could  ever  be  replaced  in 
their  primitive  condition  by  the  power  ol  the  Mexi- 
can government?  'Flie  thing  was  impossible.  Its 
lime  had  gone  by.  Events  had  rolled  over  and 
crushed  all  hopes  of  recovery.  Of  what,  then,  does 
Mexico  complain?  Certainly  of  no  pecuniary  injury, 
lor  none  has  been  inflicted.  Il  annexation  has  had 
any  eflect,  in  this  po.nl  of  view,  that  eB'ect  lias  been 
beneficial;  lor  il  lias  saved  lo  the  Mexican  xieople 
an  immense  and  useless  expenditure  ol  blood  and 
treasure,  is  there  any  point  of  honor  involved?  1 
can  diieern  none.  For  the  principal  lad  that  Mex- 
ico was  powerless,  was  felt  and  acknowledged  by  all 
the  world.  I know  w hat  may  be  said  upon  this 
subject,  sir.  Rights  may  be  pushed  to  ibeir  ex- 
tremes; prim  iples  to  li.eir  utmost  bearing.  And  as 
Mexico  had  an  absolute  right,  we  should  have  loft 
It  to  her.  I do  not  deal  with  such  questions,  nor 
will!  their  consequences.  J lake  the  public  ali'aira 
ol  tiiia  world,  as  they  are,  judging  llieiii  by  the  rules 
of  c nimon  sense,  and  pronouncing  them  j.,st  or  un- 
just, as  they  come  up  lo,  or  recede  Irom,  that  uni- 
versal standard. 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  consiileration,  w hich  renders 
il  proper  it  should  siill  keep  in  view  the  pievious 
wrongs,  wtiich  Mexico  had  inflicted  upon  us.  Her 
conduct,  in  the  long  progress  of  these  ouuages,  has 
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established  her  character.  Redre's  was  impossible. 
Thirty  year*  were,  with  her,  as  one  day,  and  one 
day  as  thirty  years;  for  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
we  were  about  where  we  began,  so  far  as  respects 
satisfaction,  while  our  causes  of  complaint  had  gone 
on  accumulating,  in  almost  in  an  inverse  proportion, 
to  the  lapse  of  time.  We  had  found  by  experience, 
there  could  be  no  amicable  and  eatisfaclory  adjust- 
ment of  our  diflSculties  with  Mexico.  We  had  learn- 
ed— and  learned  to  our  sorrow — that  what  we  got 
we  had  to  take  with  the  strong  hand.  What  greater 
probability  was  there,  that  we  should  adjust  the 
question  of  unsettled  boundaries,  after  her  hostile 
and  peremptory  declaration,  than  that  we  should 
adjust  our  causes  of  complaint,  many  of  which  she 
admitted,  and  scarcely  any  of  which  she  denied? — 
We  claim  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande.  I will  not 
stop  to  examine  the  grounds  of  that  claim.  This 
has  been  explained  and  defended  by  others,  more 
competent  to  the  task  than  I am.  In  this  senate  the 
strongest  position  I have  heard  taken  in  opposition 
to  the  extent  of  this  claim,  is,  that  much  may  be 
said  on  both  sides.  Well,  then,  we  had  a reasona- 
ble claim.  I say,  an  undoubted  one,  and  we  took 
the  assertion  of  it  in  our  own  hands.  And,  the  jere- 
miads of  the  London  journals  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, 1 do  not  believe  there  is  a government 
in  Christendom,  if  it  felt  itself  able,  which,  under 
similar  circumstances,  would  not  have  done  as  we 
did.  The  past  had  marked  out  the  future.  The 
indication  « as  unerring.  And  we  judged  for  our- 
selves, and  acted  for  ourselves,  as  we  had  a right 
to  do,’after  Mexico,  for  ihe  third  part  of  a century 
had  shown  a dogged  determination  to  refuse  us  jus- 
tice. 

But,  sir,  had  we  taken  the  initiative,  and  com- 
menced war  immedialfly,  we  should  have  been  jus- 
tified Irom  other  considerations.  When  ths  act  for 
aiiiiexalion  passed,  llie  Mexican  minister  in  this 
country  immediately  protested  against  that  measure; 
and  in  lact,  declareu  it  to  be  just  cause  ol  war. — 
And  Uiis  view  was  more  aulhoralively  announced  liy 
the  supreme  government  of  Mexico,  March  li,  lS4b 
whicl)  declared,  in  a note  to  Mr.  Slidell,  that  it 
looked  “upon  annexation  as  a casus  belli-,  and  at  a 
consequence  of  this  declaration,  iiegoliation  was  by 
its  very  naiure  at  an  end,  and  war  w as  the  only  re 
course  of  the  Mexican  government.”  But  belore 
this  last  and  decisive  act,  tlie  government  of  Mexico 
had  given  many  indications  ol  its  delermiiialion  to 
resist,  by  lorce,  the  annexation  of  Bexas;  and  par- 
Cicula'rly  those  announced  in  the  communications 
from  our  consul,  and  from  our  minister  in  Mexico, 
and  in  the  letter  ol  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign 
ati'airs,  of  December  2U,  1645.  In  this  last  docu- 
ment, that  functionary  says  lhal'Hhe  questions  wlncli 
have ’disturbed  Ibe  harmojiy  between  the  two  coun- 
tries v.'Ul  bring  on  a war  between  them,  unless  such 
settlemciU  be  eif'ecled  in  a satisfactory  manner,” 
&<;.  What  sctUeiiient  the  Mexican  govenimenl  de- 
manded, and  for  want  ol  which  it  is  said  a casus  belli 
had  occurred,  was  a change  in  our  relations  witb 
Texas-  leaving  to  Mexico  Uie  assertion  of  her  as 
suraed’rights  over  it-  In  s>,orl,  sir,  from  the  first 
nioineiil  It  appeared  probable  that  Texas  would  be 
admitted  into  our  confederacy,  to  our  latest  diplo- 
matic eoinraunicalioii  with  her  govenimenl,  Mexico 
has  told  us  and  the  world,  that  annexaliun  would  be, 
and  IS.  war;  and  she  went  on  preparing  to  add  deeds 
to  deciatatioiis,  by  the  conceniraiion  of  her  forces, 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  lake  the  “initiative”  in  hostili- 
ties against  us,  to  borrow  the  expression  of  General 
Paredes  in  his  orders  to  the  Mexican  commanding 
eeiieral  I need  not  recapllulale  the  series  of  lacls 
which  announced  and  confirmed  her  purposes.— 
Thev  hav->  passed  into  history,  and  are  known  to  us 
all  The  Texas  of  Mexico  was  Texas  to  Ihe  Sabine, 
with  no  iiiiermediaie  boundary,  to  which  we  might 
eo  with  impunity,  and  make  me  country  our  own  — 
Trial  river  was  a Rubicon,  and  it  became  us  to  pause 
and  ponder  on  Us  banks,  before  we  crossed  its 
stream  and  earned  OUr  standard  to  Ifie  coqntry  be- 
yond In  all  the  comniunlcaUons  ol  Uie  Mexican 
government,  no  dislmcUon  is  made  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  R‘o  ^‘■ande-  And  the  occupation, 
by  oar  lorces,  ol  me  couniry  between  Uieae  rivers, 
Wbicli  took  place  in  August,  i»45,  was  never  pre- 
sented as  an  exclusive  cause  ui  oomplaint,  nor,  in- 
deed iioMced  ill  any  ntaniier  whatever-  R WaS  the 
aniiexauun  of  Texas,  winen  led  to  Uie  rcciamations, 
and  finally  to  Ifie  fiosUllUeS  of  Mexico.  U was  a 
Guesuon  of  llUe,  and  not  of  boundary.  A claim  ol 
mutii  winch  went  lor  Ific  whole,  and  would  never 
be  sa’ustieu  With  the  relii.quishmeul  oi  a part.  And, 
sir  the  warning  and  Uircaieninga  of  McXict  w^re 
DO 'vain  boastings.  IShesaid  whalshe  would  do,aud 
She  did  as  she  said.  At  the  commencement  of  April, 
1846  and  before  it  could  have  been  known  in  Mexi» 
CO  mat  General  Taylor  bad  advanced  to  the  flio 
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general  upon  the  frontier  to  “attack”  our  army  ‘‘by 
every  means  which  war  permits.”  It  was  not  till 
after  this,  and  in  fact  till  after  our  occupation  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Nueces  for  upwards  of  eight 
months,  without  a single  allusion  to  that  river,  that 
it  first  makes  its  appearance  in  a Mexican  commu- 
nication. And  it  is  then  found  in  a letter  from  Am- 
pudia  to  General  Taylor,  who  is  required  to  break 
up  his  camp  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  with- 
drawn to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Nueces.  Such  a 
demand,  under  such  circumstances,  admitted  but 
one  answer;  and  it  got  it,  and  that  answer  was,  No. 
And  General  Taylor  was  as  speedy  as  he  was  brief; 
for  the  same  day  gave  birth  to  the  demand  and  to 
the  refusal.  It  surely  cannot  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  the  decisive  considerations,  going  to  show  that 
such  a retrograde  movement  was  then  impossible. — 
We  had  taken  up  a position  peaceably  within  our 
own  territory,  as  we  claimed  it,  and  with  no  intima- 
tion from  our  opponent  that  that  position  was  any 
more  an  infraction  of  his  rights,  than  would  have 
been  the  occupation  of  the  western  bank  of  the  Sa- 
bine. I repeat,  that  during  eight  moaths,  we  had 
been  west  of  the  Nueces,  without  one  word  of  com- 
plaint for  having  passed  that  river. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  do  justice  to  ourselves.  It  is  pos- 
sible, with  her  best  molives,  to  possess  so  much  ge- 
neral philanthropy  as  to  overlook  our  own  rights, 
while  we  regard  the  rights  of  others.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  divisions  of  opinion  in  our  couniry, 
and  ihe  views  of  this  controversy,  which  have  ac- 
companied its  discussion,  may  have  furnished  to  the 
Mexican  government  a motive  for  requiring  our 
atiny  to  retire  to  the  east  of  the  Neuces.  For  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  this  limit  is  an  American  and  not 
a Mexican  suggestion.  But  ho  -.ever  this  may  have 
bten,  it  came  loo  late.  To  withdraw  when  requir- 
ed to  do  so  by  the  Mexican  general,  accompanied 
With  the  threat  of  immediate  hostilities  should  the 
proposition  be  declined,  and  fixing  the  period  of 
t .ienty-lour  hours  as  the  term  for  its  consideralion, 
would  have  tai nished  the  honor  of  our  arms,  and 
disgraced  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  When  an 
A u.erican  general  slops  even  to  consider  such  an 
ultimaium,  he  is  no  longer  fit  to  lead  fiis  countrymen 
to  battle. 

But  I repeat,  sir,  let  us  do  justice  to  ourselves. — 
Let  us  apply  to  our  own  government  the  same  grin- 
ciph  s of  action,  which  regulate  the  other  powers- 
of  the  earth.  What  would  England  or  France  have 
done,  under  similar  circumstances?  We  have  seen 
what  they  did  in  other  cases,  and  we  know  what 
they  would  have  dune  in  this.  A reasonable  fore- 
cast would  have  given  the  n a right  to  lake  the  “ini- 
tiative.” Whether  they  would  do  that  or  only  make 
preparations  to  repel  the  threatened  attack,  by  col- 
lecting iheir  f,.nd  and  sea  forces,  and  by  placing 
these  in  the  best  positions  for  immediate  service, 
upon  the  mariiime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  op- 
ponent, would  have  been  a mere  question  of  pruden- 
tial calculation,  depending  on  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  To  do  either  ivould  have  been 
their  unquestioned  right,  and  one  or  the  other  they 
would  fiave  done,  as  all  their  history  tell  us.  Well, 
sir,  we  made  these  preparations,  and  took  thess  pu- 
siliuns,  as  every  dictate  of  honor  and  prudence  re- 
quired us  to  do.  Mexico  said  she  would  attack  us, 
il  a certain  contingency  happened.  That  contin- 
gency did  happen,  and  she  attacked  us.  We  took 
Ihe  defensive  and  she  the  "inilialive-"  Let  as  not 
then  be  told,  sir,  that  the  passage  of  ihejNueces 
brought  on  this  war.  Its  proximate  cause  was  ari- 
ncxaliun,  proclaimed  before  and  since  by  Mexico 
10  us,  and  to  the  world.  Had  we  no  shadow  ol 
title  to  the  country  extending  to  the  Rio  Grand#, 
the  movement  of  our  forces  to  that  river  would 
have  been  juslitied  by  the  sternest  dictates  of  self 
defence.  'The  attack  being  inevitable,  it  wgs  for  us 
lo  choose,  wlierp  to  receive  it— either  within  our 
own  frontier,  or  within  that  of  our  opponent.  Such 
IS  the  law  of  nations,  and  such  the  practice  of  ua>- 
lions. 

But,  sir,  passing  from  the  causes  lo  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  another  broad  field  of  controversy  has 
been  opened  lo  us.  We  are  attacked  along  Qur 
whole  line,  'I'he  reasons,  the  measures,  tho  mo- 
tives, the  objects  of  th§  administration  are  equally 
called  into  question,  I do  not  Qaller  myself,  that  any 
views  J can  present,  will  infiuence  the  final  judgment, 
which  Ills  senate  and  the  couinry  must  pronounce  on 
Uiis  great  controversy;  and  stjH,  1 have  formed  an 
opitiion  for  rnyseir,  and  desire  briefly  to  state  the  con- 
siderations, on  which  il  is  founded- 

in  order  justly  to  appreciate  ifip  probable  re 
sfilis  of  tbis'war,  jl  |s  necessary  lo  look  back  upon 
Uiu  condition  of  ibe  pouniry  at  its  commencenteni? 
What  was  that  commencementl  A sqdden  (tUck 
precipitated  8 Mexican  army  upon  a deUebmeot  of 
American  troops.  'Twice  were  the  sssailanls  re 
pulsed,  and  twice  was  the  honor  of  our  anss  main- 


tained, and  two  brilliant  victorias  were  gained  under 
eircumslances,  which  no  American  can  reeall,  with- 
out emotions  of  pride  and  patriotism.  We  had  mad* 
but  inadequate  preparations  for  such  an  aggression. 
Its  scene  was  almost  two  thousand  miles  from  the 
seat  of  government.  Our  whole  army,  of  which 
only  a portion  was  on  the  frontier,  did  not  exceed 
seven  thousand  men,  scattered  along  the  coast  and 
interior  boundary  of  this  vast  republic.  And  what 
spectacle  was  exhibited  when  the  news  of  this  ag- 
gression broke  upon  the  public  ear?  The  citizens  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  in  the  brightest  days  of  those  re- 
publics, never  brought  to  the  altar  of  their  couniry 
better  or  prouder  sacrifices.  There  was  one  univer- 
sal burst  of  patriotic  devotion.  More  (han  three 
hundred  thousand  men  enrolled  themselves,  and 
asked  to  be  permitted  to  marob  to  the  battlefield, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  die  for  their  country.  I have 
seen  the  conscription  in  Europe,  by  which  the  ar- 
mies are  kept  up,  and  freedom  is  kept  dawn;  and  1 
have  attended  the  drawing,  to  ascertain  the  circum- 
stances accompanying  it.  And  a melancholy  exhi- 
bition it  is  of  power  on  one  side,  and  of  repugnance 
on  the  other.  The  young  men  are  collected  at  the 
place  assigned  for  this  lottery  of  life.  Their  num- 
bers are  drawn  in  succession,  and  they  await  the  re- 
sult with  almost  fearful  anxiety;  as  a great  calamity 
it  is  awaited  by  those  on  whom  il  may  fall,  and  who 
are  yet  ignorant  where  il  will  strike,  and  where  it 
will  spare.  And  the  exultation  of  those  who  escape, 
and  the  depression  of  those  who  do  not,  are  strikingly 
displayed,  not  onjy  by  the  parlies. thcnrselves,  but  by 
their  immediate  connexions,  who  accompany  tliem, 
and  await  the  result  with  an  apprehension,  scarcely 
inferior  lo  their  own. 

But  here,  sir,  there  was  none  of  the  machinery, 
by  which  unwilling  citizens  are  made  conscripts,  and 
conscripts  are  made  unwilling  soldiers.  As  I re- 
marked on  a former  occasion,  at  th«  first  tap  of  the 
drum,  at  the  first  sound  of  the  bugle,  the  country 
rose  in  arms — the  artisan  left  his  tools  where  he  had 
used  them — the  farmer  his  plough  in  the  furrow — 
the  employments  of  life  were  abandoned — and  a 
spectacle  passed  before  our  eyes,  unseen  in  mo- 
dern times.  Jt  has  been  computed,  that  almost 
half  a million  of  men  appealed  ta  their  government 
for  the  privilege  of  participating  in  the  vindica- 
tion of  its  honor,  and  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Should  this  war  terminate  to-morrow  without  in- 
demnity, either  pecuniary  or  territorial — and  I trust 
it  will  not — 1 should  still  consider  its  results  richly 
worth  all  they  have  cost.  1 regret  the  expenditure 
of  money  it  has  occasioned,  and  I deplore  the  lossef 
life — of  much  precious  life — which  has  been  so  free- 
ly poured  out  in  its  prosecution.  But  that  treasure 
his  been  well  spent,  and  that  life  nobly  sacrificed. — 
We  were  not  truly  known  to  Ihe  nations  of  the 
world.  Our  industry,  indeed,  our  enterprise,  our 
spirit  of  maritime  adventure,  had  proclaimed  them- 
selves in  the  most  distant  regions,  wherever  lhaseas 
were  whitened  by  our  canvass,  or  ploughed  by  our 
kuels — and  that  wherever  was  every  where.  But  we 
had  been  at  peace  for  a considerable  portion  of  a 
century;  our  deeds  of  military  prowess  had  been 
Lcrgollen;  our  capacity,  either  to  defend  ourselves 
or  to  assert  our  rights  and  honor  by  arms,  was  al- 
most unknown;  and  where  regarded  at  all,  was  re- 
garded as  feeble  in  itself,  and  as  freely  exerted.—. 
But  this  delusion  has  passed  away;  it  has  been  dis- 
pelled by  the  three  victories,  gained  over  vasily  su- 
perior numbers,  and  accompanied  with  circum- 
stances of  gallantry  and  military  skill,  which  will 
ever  make  then  memorable  at  home,  and  acknow- 
ledged proofs  of  American  prowess  abroad.  We 
are  redeemed.  We  lake  oar  station  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  willing  lo  do  right,  and  able  to 
command  it.  Henceforth,  during  this  generation, 
at  least,  tt  herever  our  banner  is  borne,  by  land  or  by 
sea,  it  will  be  pointed  lo  gs  the  national  emblem  of  a 
people,  who  have  done  those  deeds,  which  gjve  char- 
acter new,  and  security  hereafter. 

But,  sir,  to  return  lo  the  condition  of  our  troops 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  'The  force,  from 
the  circumstances  1 have  stated,  was  collected  in  the 
shortest  possible  lime,  anil  put  hastily  in  march  for 
the  scene  of  operations,  far  the  greatest  portion 
ol  this  force  was  undisciplined,  and  without  military 
experience.  Brave,  indeed,  as  ever  marched  to  a 
military  life,  so  essential  lo  form  an  eificionl  soldier. 
And  in  all  our  investigations  into  the  conduct  and 
history  of  this  war,  there  is  one  important  consider- 
ation we  must  keep  fiieadilj  in  view;  our  tnililary 
establishment,  fropj  the  vpry  nature  of  our  position 
and  instiUitjons,  is  the  most  expensive  in  the  world. 
Human  life  js  wortfi  more  here,  than  in  Europe.—- 
Men  five  more  comfortablj,  and  are  belter  provided 
for.  Tfieir  present  is  richer  m pepformaoce,  and 
their  future  in  promise,  A French  soldier  receives 

one  sous,  not  equgl  to  one  eopt  a dsy-  1 do  not 
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ipeak  with  ab«olule  certainly,  for  I I'ave  not  had 
lime  to  refresli  riiy  recollection  hy  looking  into  the 
detail*  of  this  sulije.cl.  It  mav  he  that  one  centime 
a day — the  tenth  part  of  a cent— has  come  to  in 
crease  this  compensation.  For  that  proposition  cer- 
tainly occupied  the  altentioi.'  of  the  French  Cham- 
bers a few  years  since.  Wtial  do  you  think,  Mr 
President,  of  65  as  the  annual  pay  of  a French 
(oldier,  aniounting  to  $29  30  for  eight  years’  ser- 
?ice,  in  the  best  part  of  his  life?  for  that  is  tne 
term  during  which  every  French  soldier  is  compel- 
led to  serve.  What  do  you  think  of  a quarter  of  a 
pound  of  lean  beef,  and  from  a pound  to  a pound  and 
a halfof  brown — almost  black — bread,  fof  the  daily 
subsistence  of  men,  bound  hy  the  heaviest  penalties 
to  maintain  the  honor  of  thc'c  country  abroad,  and 
the  power  of  their  govuvoment  at  home.^  As  with 
the  pay,  so  it  is  w>m  the  subsistence.  1 do  not  un 
dertake  to  sovak  " ith  absolute  precision;  but  1 know 
1 am  noi  far  wrong.  1 am  quite  near  enough  for 
tb»  object  1 have  in  view,  that  of  showing  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  condition  of  a French  and  of  an 
American  soldier,  and  the  diderence  of  expense, 
which  that  brings  with  it.  The  army  of  France  is 
a great  political  engine,  connected  with  the  internal, 
as  well  as  with  the  external  atiairs  of  the  country.  It 
was  a sutijecl,  that  could  not  fail  to  attract  my  atten 
tion  while  there.  It  Is  admirably  composed  and  ad- 
mirably administered,  for  the  purposes  of  the  go 
veriitnent.  The  suldieis  are  active,  brave,  with  a 
true  military  bearing;  and  with  a passionate  devo- 
tion to  the  glory  of  France.  I found  their  subsis- 
tence, and  all  their  supplies,  upon  the  lowest  possi- 
ble scale  of  economy,  coBsi>tenl  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  health  and  strength.  1 found,  too,  that 
when  hr.st  called  into  military  life,  the  provisions 
dealt  out  to  them  were  inadequate  to  their  coinlorl- 
able  support.  And  it  was  only  when  they  had  ac- 
quired the  babiii  of  their  new  occupation,  and  had 
learned  how  best  to  manage  their  provisions,  and  to 
content  itiemselves  w ith  meagre  soup  and  dry  bread, 
they  were  able  to  accoinmodute  themselves  to  their 
new  position. 

As  to  us,  we  are  not  fit  lo  be  a nation  of  soldiers. 
We  have  much  belter  things  lo  do.  And  the  resources 
of  an  empire  w oiiUI  break  down  under  the  expenses, 
whicb  a large  and  lung  continued  u.ilitary  establish 
merit  would  nccesarily  entail  upon  us.  Whatever 
may  be  the  extent  of  our  army — and  we  ail  agree 
that  in  lime  of  peace  it  should  be  small — and  whe- 
ther large  or  small,  it  niust  be  tilled  by  volunteer 
engagements.  And  public  opinion  will  require,  and 
rigliUy  lequire,  that  the  men  composing  it  should  be 
adequately  paid,  propeily  clothed,  and  comlbrlably 
maintained. 

It  must  also  be  reeoliecled,  that  the  means  of 
transportation,  one  of  the  limbs  of  an  army,  had  lo 
be  suddenly  collected  williin  the  United  Stales,  and 
carried  to  the  theatre  of  operations.  These  means 
were  necessarily  large,  and  could  only  be  brought 
together  at  great  expense  and  labor,  and  with  much 
loss  ol  lime.  Keculiecl,  also,  sir,  that  the  organiza- 
tion ol  yuur  qnarlermakler’s  depaitment  was  not 
made  lor  the  present  state  of  things.  It  was  not  at 
all  auequate  to  the  discharge  of  a mass  ol  new  duties, 
suddenly  thro  ii  upon  it.  i know  the  head  of  that 
dcjiai  imeiit  well.  A more  gallant  soldier,  a more 
failhlul  olbcer,  a mure  vigilant  adiiiiuistralor,  our 
service  does  not  iiumtier  upon  llie  military  register. 
And  1 believe  the  assi  lams  under  bun  deserve  com- 
mrndaliuii  for  their  zeal,  capacity,  and  industry, — 
but  new  agents,  williuul  experience,  hud  to  be  se- 
lected, and  it  were  vain  to  expect  purciiases  would 
be  as  judiciously  and  ecoiiomicslly  made,  and  pro 
perly  as  well  preserved,  applied,  and  accuuiiied  lor, 
in  this  new  exigency,  as  aa  in  iheordinaiy  routine  ol 
service. 

Besides,  sir,  there  is  one  very  obvious  considera- 
tion we  must  keep  in  view,  in  looking  at  our  expen- 
ditures. It  appeals  lo  do  parly,  but  belongs  to  ,dl, 
lor  Its  cause  to  be  sought  iii  our  inslilutioiis.  The 
aecuiniilaiiun  ol  supplies  fur  our  inilitaiy  operations 
is  greater,  and  always  has  been  gieriler,  than  in  any 
ollici  aiiny  111  the  vtoild.  'i  he  resporisibilily  ul  'hose, 
whodiiecl  lliem  is  so  heavy  and  immeuiaie,  lioiii 
the  cvsi  vigilant  sup-  rvision  ul  public  opinion,  that 
it  IS  lell  111  ail  their  anangenienb.  Fearing  to  do 
too  llllle,  they  come  lo  do  loo  inueh,  and  Iheiice  loss 
111  pun  liases  and  dlliinale  waste  in  ap|dicalioii.  It 
was  so  Uie  thing  l.ke  this  w hich  a ; / eu  lo  sw  ell  the  ex- 
pense ul  Iv.oimall  Indian  wuis  and  o.iC  ^uasi  war 
Id  ihirly  tnillidiit  ul  dollars.  And  we  have  an  illns- 
Iralidii  ol  iia  upeiaiiuii  in  an  able  leller  ol  tne  5lh 
ol  December  lael,  lo  the  seerc  ary  oi  war,  from 
General  Jesup,  wno,  in  delendiiig  bis  depaitment 
from  the  charge  ol  General  I ay  lor,  that  bis  means 
ol  irampui  laiion  were  msuUicn  ill  and  not  in  time, 
while  speaking  of  ihs  boats  ordered,  says  that  ‘•the 
■umoer  requited  by  the  geiiei al  w as,  1 believe,  near- 
ly quadrupled  ultimaisly  by  ih«  otiicert  of  the  de< 


partnienl.”  And  again:  “U  was  known  that  he 

(General  T.iy  loi  ) had  a wagon  train  amply  sufficient 
lor  double  the  force  he  commanded,  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  volunteers;’’  that  is  lo  say,  for  the  force 
he  was  expected  to  operate  with  when  the  supply 
wa  furnished.  Why  this  piling  of  Pelion  upon 
Ossa.’  Why  Ibis  doubling  and  quadrupling  of  m >te- 
rials?  It  seem*  to  be  one  of  the  taxes  we  cannot 
escape,  and  therefore  we  must  submit  to  it  with  the 
best  grace  we  may;  though  ii  is  lo  be  remarked, 
that  no  injury  happened  lo  the  public  service  in 
this  case,  for  the  excess,  if  not  wanted  when  pro- 
cured, was  finally  found  useful  and  actually  insuffi- 
cient. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  difficulties  beyond  these, 
whicb  presented  Iheinselves  to  the  government.  We 
were  comparatively  ignorant  of  the  true  stale  of 
the  country  we  were  about  to  enter.  We  had  almost 
no  knowledge  of  its  interior,  its  roads,  its  passes,  its 
natural  oi  artificial  supplies  of  water,  its  means  of 
transportation  and  subsistence,  the  condition  of  its 
fortri  S5«s,  and  of  many  other  important  facts,  topo- 
graphical and  statistical,  connected  with  the  move 
menls  of  an  invading  army.  Where  we  should  first 
strike,  and  how  we  should  do  it,  were  difficult  and 
delicate  subjects  of  inquiry.  There  is  in  every  enun- 
iry,  a line  of  o;)cralions,  along  which  a hostile  army 
may  easily  move,  and  where  its  movements  will 
produce  the  greatest  effect  upon  the  people,  who  are 
invaded,  and  upon  their  government.  It  may  be, 
that  a strong  fortress  should  be  the  object  of  attack; 
or  the  commercial  metropolis,  the  principal  place  oi 
trade  and  populaliont  or  the  political  capital,  the 
seat  of  government,  and  the  central  point  of  influence 
and  authority.  Now,  in  Europe,  all  these  facts  are 
well  known.  Contiguity  of  position,  continued  in- 
tercummunicaliun,  and  ever  renewing  wars,  have 
revealed  the  internal  condition  of  the  countries  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe.  Each  knows  its  strung 
and  weak  points,  and  these  are  equally  known  to 
other  powers.  Extensive  topographical  bureaus  make 
part  of  the  military  organization  of  all  the  larger 
slates  of  Europe.  No  reasonable  e.xpense  is  spared 
to  collect  and  deposiie  in  them  all  the  inforiiiaiion 
which  future  exigencies  may  render  necessary. — 
Lines  of  coinBiunication,  the  direction  and  condition 
ol  roads,  the  crossing  of  streams,  the  passage  of 
iiiduiil-aiiis,  the  stale  of  the  fortresses,  whether  iso- 
lated or  making  part  of  the  defences  of  a city,  the 
means  of  transportation,  the  extent  ul  supplies,  all 
these  objects,  su  essential  lo  an  army  in  the  prugiess 
ol  its  operations,  are  examined  and  studied;  and  Uie 
leiull  IS  ready,  whenever  the  lime  lor  action  ar- 
rives. And,  besides  inis,  experience  bas  sliowii  the 
most  vulnerable  puints;  wliere  the  severest  blow  can 
be  inflicted,  and  ivhcie  the  uioial  effict  ul  military 
disasters  w ill  be  must  sensibly  tell,  and  must  likely  to 
n iider  a campuigo  decisive,  it  was  iiilormatiuo  like 
this,  spread  ueiore  tmii,  wbicb  enabled  Caroul,  in 
bis  labinet  at  Pans,  to  nark  out,  wilti  almost 
maihsmaiical  precuiuii,  the  uperaiiuns  ol  tbe  Frsneh 
armies,  and  to  direct  plans  ul  mvukiuo,  in  ..liicn  tiie 
genius  ol  Uie  great  generals  of  Uial  day,  in  cumbiua- 
liun  and  execution,  was  brought  iiilo  admirable  r.u- 
uperaliuti  with  the  genius  of  Uie  miiiislur,  who  had 
matured  aiiu  pr<sciiUed  them. 

There  was  a lamentable  deficiency  in  our  country 
of  this  kind  of  knowledge,  respecting  the  conduiun 
of  Mexico,  at  the  lime  she  attacked  our  lorccs  upon 
Uie  Kio  Grande;  and  the  govsroiuent  was  suddenly 
called  upuii  lo  direct  the  uperalioiis  of  a campai,^ri  in 
a region,  which  was  almost  a terra  inco^mla. 

Bo  much  lur  the  diliiculUes.  Now  lur  the  re- 
sults. Let  me  reuiaik  in  the  fiist  instance,  sir,  that 
nut  a muveineiil,  as  i understand,  relating  to  opera 
lions  on  the  uurtlieast  Irunlier  ot  Mexico  has  been 
diiected  Irum  Uie  seal  ot  guvernmenl,  wluch  has 
nut  met  Uie  approbation  ut  the  dislinguisiied  ui- 
licer,  who  lias  connected  his  own  name  with  the 
history  ol  his  eouniiy  by  his  victories  iii  me  valley 
ol  tilt  iuu  Gianue.  c>o  mucii  is  due  to  biiiiseii  ana 
ilitt  aommisuaiiuii.  His  own  muvemenls  he  was  In  e 
to  dirccl  and  eoiilioi.  iinmeUiaieiy  aUer  the  deela- 
lation  ul  war,  he  was  lequesicd  lo  cummonK  ate 
to  Uie  guv  ei  nmeot  his  vie  IV  b as  Lu  what  should  ot 
tlie  lu  ore  opeiutioos,  on  Uie  iiiu  kriaiide,  mio  lot 
movement,  he  piupusetl  lu  make  belui'c  tiic  i uiny 
season. 

i nave  applied  lo  Uie  w ar  deparlnieiu  lor  inluriiia- 

nun  upon  nils  subjeet;  aliU  Have  been  pei'miUeU  lu 
look  at  ibai  pal  I ul  the  eui  i espundeiiee  w iih  Gcoei  ai 
i ay  lur,  w b|eh  relates  lu  past  events,  and  bas  li. os 
ueeume  inalter  ol  history,  i will  stale  Us  bearmg 
upon  the  last  campaign. 

in  a letter  Iruoi  the  war  department  of  June  8, 
J846,  to  General  'i'ayior,  the  setrv  lary  ol  War,  auei 
lUiormni^  biUi  ul  mepiupuseii  augmeiitatiu*  ul  Ins 
force,  atm  making  some  judic  ious  cUggestioiis,  re- 
r, balks  lliut,  "in  taking  positions,  i iieatl  scarcely  ob- 
serve, that  tbe  means  ol  gelling  supplies,  iranspoi- 


ting  munitions  of  war,  as  well  as  the  ability  to  keep 
open  Ihe  ehannels,  by  which  these  supplies  and  mu- 
nitions are  to  be  furnished,  are  points  to  be  well 
considered,”  &c.  ‘‘The  president  is  desirous  of  re- 
ceiving yonr  views  and  suggestions,  in  relatalion  to 
the  fall  campaign.  His  determination  is  to  have  the 
war  prosecuted  with  vigor,  and  lo  embrace  in  the  ob- 
jects lo  be  comprised  in  that  campaign,  such  as  will 
dispose  the  enemy  to  desire  an  end  of  the  war.  Shall 
the  campaign  be  conducted  with  avinvvof  striking 
at  the  city  uf  Mexico,  or  confined,  so  far  as  regards 
the  forces  under  your  immediate  command,  to  the 
northern  provinces  of  Mexico.’  Your  views  on  this 
point  will  doubtless  have  an  important  influence  on 
the  determination  of  the  government  here.  Should 
an  army  penetrate  far  into  the  interior  of  Mexico, 
how  are  supplies  to  be  obtained.’  Can  they  be,  to 
any  considerable  extent,  drawn  from  the  enemy’s 
country,  or  must  they  be  obtained  from  the  United 
States’  These  are  very  important  qiieslioiii,  and  tha 
answers  lo  them  will  have  an  important  bearing  in 
settling  the  plan  and  objects  of  the  campaign,”  &c. 

“It  IS  imporlant  lo  know  your  opinion  of  the  de- 
scription of  troops  best  adapted  to  operations  in  Mex- 
ico; what  portion  should  be  iiifanlry,  artillery,  car- 
airy,  &c.  A peach  most  be  conquered  in  the  short- 
est space  of  lime  practicable;  your  views  of  the  man- 
ner of  doing  it  are  requested,  it  is  not  doubted,  that 
you  will  push  your  advantages  lo  the  utmost  extent 
it  can  be  done,  with  the  means  of  your  commind  " 

General  'I’ay  ior,  in  answer,  stated  very  clearly  the 
nature  of  the  operations,  which  should  take  place, 
and  the  difficulties  attending  them,  resulting  princi- 
pally from  the  defioieiil  means  of  iransporlalion,  and 
Irom  want  of  irtads/it^j.  Considering  the  ..istanco 
from  Camargo  to  Mexico,  and  the  nature  ol  the 
country,  and  its  want  of  resources,  he  looked  upon 
that  line  of  ojiei  alionv  as  an  impr.icticable  one.  He 
was  Itierelore  of  opinion,  that  operations  upon  that 
frontier  should  be  confined  to  cutting  oflThe  north— 
ein  provinces,  and,  in  tlial  point  ol  view,  bethought 
the  expedition  lo  Cliitiuahua  ol  great  importance. — . 
He  say  s he  has  absiained  from  any  relerence  lo  move- 
■ lenls  against  Tanipico,  or  Vera  Cruz,  became  the 
yellow  lever  would  not  have  permitted  us  to  hold 
either,  and  tie  deemed  it  best  lo  undertake  no  move- 
ment in  Uial  direction,  at  Itial  .saasun  ul  llie  ye.ir. 

He  proposi  d the  attack  of  'i’ampico  when  the  sea- 
son should  favor,  winch  would  not  be  ui.lil  Nov.  or 
Decemb  r.  Su  tar  as  i have  been  permuted  to  see 
itie  eorrespondence,  1 find  nolhing  whicli  cuntrol* 
ne  discretion  ol  General  I'ayior.  Views  are  indi- 
cated and  suggestions  ruad»,  and  very  properly  made. 
But  he  IS  leu  to  act  as  his  own  judgment  diciaies, 
in  ttie  operations  inirusied  to  him.  Ann  it  is  but  an 
at  l ol  justice,  sir,  lo  saj , that  the  insli  ucliotis  ul  ihe 
war  depaitment  are  piepared  with  aoiliiy  and  wise 

lorecasl,  creditable  lo  the  officer  at  the  head  ol  it. 

1 hey  will  bear  the  test  ol  the  severest  scrutiMy. 

I'liree  columns,  then,  sir,  moved  upon  .viexico. 

One,  ondtr  General  laylor,  invading  its  nurlhesa- 
lei n Ironiier.  Anolhei,  under  Geneiul  W'ool,siri- 
king  at  the  provinces  higher  up  the  Kio  Graiiue,  and 
Ul  communication  with  the  preceding  cuiumo,  and 
vUi'jeciio  the  order  of  Geneial  'i'ayiur.  And  a 
thud,  entered  New  Mexieu  and  tuuk  possession  of 
iis  capital,  Csaiila  Fe.  it  itieiice  moved  on,  through 
Caliluinia  to  tne  Vacific;  where  it  has  no  doubt  arri- 
ved ere  ibis  lime,  and  where  it  will  eventually  put 
ilseli  ill  conaniunicalion  w ith  the  regiment  sent  by 
sea  lioni  New  York;  when  the  whole  force  wifl  unite 
and  occupy  the  commanding  points  oi  the  country. 
Our  flag  now  waves  upon  llie  shores  of  the  Facific 
as  well  as  upon  those  ol  the  Allanlie;  and  from  liie 
Gulf  ol  Mexico  to  the  Guif  ol  Caliiornia,  a distance 
loliowing  the  boundaiyr  ul  our  possesions  ul  almost 
two  Uiousand  miles,  we  have  overrun  and  occupied 

the  eiitniy’s  leriilory.  i l ave  caused  au  estimate 

I alher  a vague  one,  indeed — to  be  made  ol  tne  extent 
ol  country  Ueiudgmg  lo  Mexico  which  we  hold,  and 
1 am  mloiuied  that  it  exceeds  six  bundled  Ihuusaod 
tquaie  units,  while  the  portion  yet  subject  to  tbe 
oiexicdii  gov  ei  II  mem  coma  ms  uul  about  lour  hundi  ed 
lioo.saiio  square  inijes.  And  the  pupulallun  ot  the 
• cgioii  pussosseu  uy  us  amuuiils  to  at  least  one  mil- 
lion  ul  iiibauuanis.  in  llie  mean  lime,  toree  spleii- 
uiu  viciuiies  have  been  gained,  and  Uie  Mexican 
coast  blotkaueU  and  almost  hemieticully  staled.— 
AiiU  ..  c aie  yet  111  tbe  iiinlli  nioiiin  ui  the  war.  1 
siiail  riol  slop,  sir,  to  speak  ot  tbe  results  in  teruii  of 
euiogy.  i bty  neetl  no  Shell  tribute  irum  me.  1 ney 
speak  lor  ibemselves,  and  appeal  lo  the  head  and 
heart  ul  every  American,  in  jnsiificatiuii  ut  the  con- 
uucl  ol  tne  govci  nnitiil  ol  his  country , and  ol  the 
ai  mies  sent  out  lo  luaiiitaiU  her  lioiiuf.  Looking  at 
the  kisiaiice  and  uiffituUies  of  the  operdliuns,  lo  do 
Ibis  required  energy,  ability,  and  prumpluude;  and 
tbese  qua-Jiuts  have  been  displayeo,  anu  h.ve  iheir 
true  lewards,  in  the  success  thai  has  ciuwiied  their 
eXcriiouj, 
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WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Latest  from  the  army. — The  schr.  John  Howell 
reanhed  iVew  Orleans  on  the  19th,  with  Brazos  St. 
Jazo  dates  to  the  28th  iilt. 

General  Worth  left  Brazos  on  the  25th,  in  the 
steamer  Edith,  one  company  of  artillery,  one  of 
dragoons,  and  the  light  batteries  had  all  embarked. 
Six  companies  of  dragoons  remained,  wailing  for 
transports. 

Capt.  Hughes,  ofthe  Illinois  volunteers,  left  Gen. 
Taylor’s  camp,  20  miles  below  Saltillo,  on  the  13th 
and  Monterey  on  the  I5th, — all  quiet  then.  Gen.  T. 
de.signed  to  remain  at  his  camp  till  the  let  April. 

There  were  many  reports  at  Brazos  Santiago,  on 
the  28th  ult.  It  was  rumored  that  a large  body  of 
Mexicans  were  in  the  neigliborhood  of  Saltillo,  and 
that  Gen.  Taylor  had  fallen  back  on  Monterey,  and 
expected  every  day  to  have  a battle,  as  the  Mexicans 
were  following  him  up. 

The  New  Orleans  Mercury,  March  12,  evening, 
says — 

We  learn  from  Captain  Somers,  of  the  schooner 
Janies  &.  Samuel,  which  arrived  to  day  from  Brazos 
Santiago,  that  an  express  came  into  that  place  on  the 
4th  instant,  stating  that  a Mexican  force  had  passed 
Malamoros  on  the  opposite  (Texas)  side  of  the  river 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th.  Captain  Somers  could 
not  learn  the  number  of  men,  or  who  commanded 
them.  This  arrival  brought  no  letters  or  papers  for 
this  city. 

The  New  Orleans  Della  of  the  )2th  says — 

The  reports  in  circulation,  as  to  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  15,000  strong,  on  Saltillo,  are,  beyond  a 
doubt,  true;  and  Gen.  Taylor  has  by  this  time,  either 
fought  anu  whipped  llie  iMexicans  again,  at  Agua 
Nueva,  or  has  fallen  back  on  Monterey.  The  great 
fear  entertained  by  General  Tayior’o  friends  is,  that 
should  he  lull  back  on  Monterey,  and  a force  of 
15,000  should  advance  upon  that  place,  that  being 
obliged  to  keep  his  whole  lorce  (5000)  at  Monterey, 
the  enemy  would  be  strong  enough  to  detach  a por- 
tion, (say  5000,)  to  act  on  fiis  base  of  operations,  and 
by  uniting  with  the  force  known  to  be  under  Urrea, 
(soij.e  3500  or  4000  men,)  effectually  break  up  in 
detail,  Catiiargo,  .viataraoros  and  the  Brazos  St.  Jugo, 
thereby  culling  off  all  supplies  Iroin  General  'rayloi , 
anu  obliging  turn  to  subsist  in  a country  even  now 
drained  by  the  demands  ol  so  large  a force  as  we 
have  riiainliiined,  in  ifi-e  counlry  around  Monterey. — 
The  black  tort  at  Monterey  may  be  made  impregna- 
ble, and  w iih  even  liie  small  force  under  his  command 
General  'fay  lor  could  tibld  it  against  any  force  ttie 
lUeuieans  iiiiglil  bring  against  it,  stiould  he  be  com- 
pelled to  reliie  on  that  position.  Camargo  is  tolera- 
bly well  loilihed,  and  iVJatanioros  has  recently  been 
lorlihed  under  the  direction  and  superintendence  of 
Col.  Lloyd  Tdgliman. 

Besides  the  large  force  advancing  under  Santa 
Anna  Irom  San  Luis  Polosi,  and  that  of  Urrea  by  tlie 
way  ol  Viciona,  tliere  is  anulher  lorce  of  the  enemy 
uruler  Canales,  who  tias  a force  under  Ins  tominand 
well  calculaitd  to  give  great  annoyance  along  the 
w hole  line  of  the  liio  Grande.  This  is  the  force 
relerred  to  by  Colonel  Morgan,  as  acting  between 
Moiilerey  and  Cainaigo.  A portion  of  it  is  under 
Carrabajal,  engaged  in  levying  a tax  on  ail  goods 
brouglil  into,  and  carried  out  of  Matamoras  by  tra- 
ders. 

Carrabajal,  with  his  bandit  rancheros,  has  estab- 
lished a cordon  of  posts  tor  30  miles  around  Mata- 
moros,  and  in  the  absence  of  custom  house  buildings 
holds  Ins  revenue  court  under  some  convenient  tree. 
Such  is  his  audacity,  that  on  the  15th  ult.  he  slept 
with  his  command  ol  100  men,  at  Puerta  Veides  only 
one  league  from  Malamoros,  awaiting  a slock  of 
goods  supposed  to  be  coming  Irom  the  Boca  del  Rio, 
by  way  of  Biirrita.  'I'he  commanding  officer  at 
Malamoros  tia»  no  cavalry  at  his  disposal,  and  this 
Carrab.ijal  is  perfectly  aware  of,  and  can  levy  his 
contributions,  with  impunity,  even  within  a ini!«  of 
the  city. 

Brazos  Island.  Feb.  25,  1847. 

The  steamship  New  Orleans  has  just  arrived  off 
the  Bar.  The  ship  Prentice,  with  lliree  companies 
of  the  2d  Mississippi  regiment,  under  the  coinmmd 
of  Major  Price,  Capts.  Daniels,  Me W illis,  and  Clarke 
reported  to  this  post  last  evening.  It  appears  that 
their  orders  Irom  New  Orleans  destined  them  to 
join  the  expedition  rendezvousing  oti'  Lobos.  They 
reported  at  Tampico,  and  were  ordered  by  General 
Patterson,  and  subsaqjjenlly  by  Gen.  Scott,  lu  this 
point;  and  to  report  to  Gen.  Taylor. 

Maicb  1.  Great  interest  is  at  present  felt  here  in 
reference  to  Uie  situation  of  affairs  in  General  Tay  - 
lor’s column.  An  express  arrived  last  evening  from 
Col.  Moagari,  al  Ceiralvo,  together  with  one  from 
Col.  Curtis,  at  Camargo,  to  Cul.  Taylur,  (brother  to 


General  Ttylor,  who  immediately  set  out  post  haste 
for  the  counlry  above,  intending  to  go  to  Malamoros 
last  night.  1 give  you  the  information  just  as  it  has 
been  received,  stating  what  is  positive  and  what  is 
based  upon  rumor. 

By  the  express  of  Colonel  Morgan,  we  learn  that 
a large  Mexican  force  has  made  its  appearance  in 
the  city  of  Ceralvo,  between  that  town  and  Monte- 
rey, and  that  a large  number  of  marauding  Mexi- 
«ans  are  ranging  the  country  between  Camargo  and 
the  latter  place.  General  Taylor  had  ordered  all 
the  trains  of  wagons  from  Camargo  going  forward,  to 
be  stopped — thus  you  will  seo  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  ef  there  being  a considerable  body  of  the  ene- 
my in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor’s  main  body,  and 
1 have  no  doubt  their  emissaries  are  in  Malamoros, 
and  every  post  on  the  river,  every  night. 

There  is  also  a rumor  from  Cerralvo,  from  three 
sources,  ail  corroborating  that  General  Taylor  had 
fallen  back  upon  Monterey  with  his  main  body,  and 
that  Santa  Anna  was  within  about  lliirly  leagues  of 
him,  and  advancing.  This  rumor  is  also  referred  to 
in  a letter  from  Camargo  to  a gentleman  on  the  Is- 
land, the  writer  of  which  i,s  a person  who  has  resi- 
ded in  the  counlry  for  some  time,  and  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  Mexican  character. 

In  the  course  of  his  lemai  ks  upon  the  news  receiv- 
ed there,  he  attaches  much  importance  to  it,  and 
says:  “ffteic  is  no  mistake  this  lime — ive  skull  be  certain 
lo  have  a brush  with  the  enemy, 

It  was  reported  at  Camargo,  and  generally  believ- 
ed, that  one  of  the  trains  had  been  cut  off  and  cap- 
tured by  the  Mexicans,  between  that  place  and 
Monterey.  The  opinion  was  sustained  by  the  fact 
that  it  had  not  arrived  at  its  destination  after  the  pro- 
per time  had  elapsed.  The  only  portion  of  this  news 
which  is  questioned  here,  is  that  in  reference  lo 
Gen.  Taylor  falling  back  on  Monterey. 

The  barque  Smyrna  left  Boston  on  the  13lh,  with 
the  two  last  companies  of  the  Massachusetts  volun- 
teer regiment,  under  Ca|ila  ins  N icholas  and  Walsh. 
Major  Abbot  went  out  in  in  the  Smyrna.  Col.  Cush- 
ing is  to  embark  in  a few  days. 


relief  to  IRELAND. 

Practical  evidences  of  sympathy  for  the  condi- 
tion of  those  famishing  in  Ireland  reach  us  from  eve- 
ry direction. 

The  Irish  emigrants  in  New  York,  Boston,  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore  have  remittea  to  their  friends 
in  Ireland,  in  small  sums,  during  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary and  February,  no  less  than  ^623,193. 

The  N.  Y.  True  Sun  states  that  the  steamer  Cam- 
bria took  out  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Ireland 
^216,000,  besides  ^117,  11s.  8d.,  (over  jJ19,0CKJ,) 
transmitted  by  Bishop  Fitzpatrick.  One  Boston 
house  sent  bills  for  fJ12,000,  another  for  $4,000,  and 
Hamden  & co.  $245,000. 

It  was  rather  a singular  reason  assigned  by  the 
Irish  relief  committee  at  New  York,  for  declining 
to  send  the  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian  to  Ireland  or 
Scotland,  with  provisions — because  she  had  been  cap- 
tured from  the  British  during  the  late  war.  Not  with- 
standing their  refusal,  the  ship  will  proceed  upon  the 
voyage.  Capt.  De  Kay,  appointed  to  command  her, 
has  invited  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  other  states, 
who  have  any  produce  which  they  desire  to  send  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  to  forward  it  to  him  without 
delay,  or  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  Davis  Brooks  & 
co..  New  York.  The  contributions  will  be  left  at 
any  port  in  Ireland  or  Scotland  that  the  donors  may 
designate.  The  committee  of  the  common  council  of 
New  York,  under  whose  direction  the  city’s  subscrip- 
tion of  $5,000  in  aid  of  Ireland  is  to  be  expended, 
have  determined  to  send  such  articles  as  they  may 
purchase,  in  the  Macedonian.  Capiain  Sturgis  and 
Sidney  Brooks,  esq.  have  volunteered  to  bring  her 
back  to  the  United  States  free  of  expense,  and  Messrs. 
Woodward  and  Ryberg,  with  others,  have  in  like 
manner  volunteered  their  services  to  ship  a crew  gra- 
tuitously. 

The  U.  States  ship  Jamestown,  having  been  p aced 
at  the  disposal  of  govei  iinjenl  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying provisions  to  Ireland,  under  cotiiiDand  of 
Capt.  R.  B.  Forbes,  the  Boston  committee  have  de- 
termined to  fit  her  out  accordingly,  and  man  her  for 
ihe  purjiose.  The  Secretary  of  tlie  navy  declined  to 
fit  her  out  as  a public  vessel,  as  he  says,  “the  means 
necessary  for  such  an  object  are  imperiously  required 
for  naval  operations  against  the  public  enemy.” 

The  total  amount  received  up  lo  this  lime,  by  the 
relief  couirniitee  in  New  York,  is  rather  more  than 
$94,000. 

Five  hundred  dollars  has  been  received  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  relief  fund  at  Baltimore,  from  the 
citizens  of  Rockingham  county,  Virginia, 


I The  Shakers  of  New  Lebanon  have  forwarded  ti 
the  N.  Y.  relief  committee  $700  worth  of  clothing, 
cmisistin*  of  satinet,  stockings,  socks,  vests,  pants_ 
children’s  clothing,  &c. 

Mr.  Wm.  N.  Murphy,  of  Philadelphia,  has  offered 
to  make  gratuitously  all  the  sacks  to  be  used  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  transportation  of  corn  and  meal  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland. 

Ireland.  In  no  former  period  of  her  history  has 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  exhibited  such  a 
miserable  and  alarming  aspect  as  at  the  present  time. 
Starvation  of  the  most  dire  description  stalks  through- 
out the  lengtli  and  breadth  of  its  provinces,  disease 
and  death  are  hurr;pr^  their  victims  from  off  the 
stage  of  time,  and  millions  of  a brave  but  misguided 
people  know  not  how  and  wheio  to  brave  the  depth 
misery  which  haunts  their  noonday  walks  and  mid- 
night visions.  So  great  and  unparalleled  is  tho  amount 
of  destitution  now  prevailing  that  the  efforts  of  gov- 
ernment to  abridge  and  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the 
distressed  prove  unequal  to  the  emergency,  and  pri- 
vate benovolence  starts  back  at  tlie  horrifying  view 
of  misery  which  daily  demands  relief.  In  fine,  in 
many  instances  the  Irish  cabins  are  little  better  than 
charnel  houses,  where  the  dead,  uncared  for,  unbu- 
ried, lie  festering  by  the  side  of  the  dying. — Liverpool 
Times,  January  4. 

RELIEF  TO  SCOTLAND. 

At  Baltimore.  A meeting  was  held  on  the  21st 
inst.,  at  which  Judge  Nesbit  presided,  Jas.  Malcolm 
sec.  A committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions of  which  Wm.  Morris  esq.  is  chairman. — 
They  have  entered  zealously  upon  the  task  assigned 
them,  and  published  an  address  “to  Scotchmen,  and 
the  descendants  and  friends  of  Scotchmen  in  Mary- 
land, Virginia  and  North  Carolina,” — asking  aid  for 
the  suffering  Highlanders.  The  committee  state 
that  they  had  already  received  over  $1800  in  money 
which  would  be  immediately  invested  in  provisions; 
and  shipped  to  Scotland. 

We  receive  accounts  of  similar  proceedings  in 
various  other  places. 


Lima. — Dates  are  to  the  12th.  Valparaiso,  dates 
to  the  9th — and  Panama  to  the  24th  December — 
On  the  29th  September,  Col.  Guerrero  routed  and 
nearly  cut  to  pieces  700  of  the  revolted  forces.  Gen. 
Jose  Tades  "Monagas  was  spoken  of  as  the  only  presi- 
dent of  Venezuela  who  could  quiet  the  troubles  in 
the  country. 

west  indias. 

Jamacica. — Joint  Stock  .Associations  of  emancipated 
colored  persons  are  forming  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing estates  to  work  on  the  joint  stock  principle. 
The  Perseverance  estate,  470  acres,  has  been  sold 
for  $5000.  The  Littlefield  estate,  500  acres,  for 
$9000.  Lovely  Lass  estate,  500  acres,  sold  for 

I, 715.  The  North  Brook  Estate  for  $10,000. 

Laws  of  the  Territory  op  New  Mexico. — ^We 
are  indebted  to  a friend  at  Santa  Fe,  for  a copy  of 
the  organic  law  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
New  Mexieo,  and  also  for  a code  of  laws,  established 
by  Gen.  Kearny,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution.  This  work  comprises  1 15  pages,  and 
and  the  text  is  in  Spanish  and  English,  placed  in  jus- 
ta-position.  We  hove  already  published  a synopsis 
of  the  constitution.  The  laws  are  fashioned  very 
much  after  our  own,  saving  such  changes  as  are  de- 
manded by  the  condition  of  the  people  of  New  Mexi- 
co  are  arrenged  under  regular  heads,  and  embrace 

everything  necessary  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

A delegate  congress  is  to  he  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  of  August,  1847.  Si.  Louis  Rep. 

Military  Movements. — A detachment  of  400  recruits 
for  the  3d  and  4tfi  regiments  of  artillery,  embarked  on 
the  ship  Orpheust  yesterday  afternoon,  from  Gover- 
nor’s Island,  for  Tampico.  These  recruits  are  under 
the  command  of  Liut.  Schuyler  Hamilton,  1 st  regi- 
ment of  U.  S.  Infantry.  Liut.  S.  B.  Hayman,  7th 
infantry,  accompanies  the  detachment.  Another  de- 
tachment of  120  men,  under  the  command  of  Liut. 

J.  H.  Potter,  7th  infantry,  also  left  the  Island  on  the 
bark  Lewis.  These  men  are  for  the  companies  of 
the  1st  and  2d  regiments  of  artillery,  serving  with 
Gen.  Taylor  at  Saltillo. — M.  Y Herald. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  Everett  in  China. — The  Paris  Presse  publish- 
es a letter  from  China,  brought  by  the  last  Indian 
mail,  stating  that  Mr.  Everett,  the  American  envoy, 
had  been  received  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  by 
Ki-Ing,  the  imperial  commissioner  and  had  partaken 
of  a grand  banquet  specially  prepared  in  his  honor. — 
Mr.  Everett,  in  the  course  of  the  dinner,  proposed  the 
health  of  the  emperor  of  China,  and  the  imperial  com- 
missioner proposed  that  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  A very  friendly  feeling  was  manifested  by 
Ki-Ing  and  the  other  official  personages  towards  the 
Americans.  After*  Iraving  thn.s  formally  opened  dip- 
lomatic relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Celestial  empire.  Mr.  Everett  and  his  suite  took  their 
departure  from  China  on  board  the  Vincennes. 

Mr.  Wheaton.  Paris  papers  say; — “At  a recent 
meeting  of  the  academy  of  moral  and  political  sci- 
ences, in  Paris,  Mr.  Wheaton,  until  lately  United 
States  minister  to  Berlin,  read  a paper  on  the  right  of 
succession  to  Denmark,  Schleswig  and  Holstein — a 
subject  which  excited,  some  little  time  ago,  immense 
commotion  in  Germany.  Mr.  Wheaton  stated  his 
opinion  to  be  that  the  right  of  women  to  succeed  to 
the  throne  of  Denmark  was  perfectly  clear;  that  their 
right  to  succeed  to  the  Duchy  of  Schleswig  was  doubt- 
ful; but  that  they  certainly  could  not  according  to  the 
ancient,  and  existing  laws,  succeed  to  Holstein. 

On  the  17th  inst.,  the  United  States  minister  and 
Mr.  Wheaton  were  received  by  the  King.” 

Com.  Biddle  and  the  Japanese.  A periodical  pub 
lished  at  the  Hague,  Holland,  under  the  patronage  oj 
the  government,  and  specially  devoted  to  Asiatic 
matters,  on  the  23d  Feb.,  praises  in  the  highest  terms 
the  moderation  and  prudence  of  the  American  com- 
modore Biddle  on  his  recent  visit  to  Japan.  Both  he 
and  his  mission  were  treated  so  disrespectfully  (the 
Japanese  government  positively  refusing  to  receive 
him  or  the  president's  letter)  that  he  might  have  been 
excused  had  he  tried  the  efficacy  of  cannon  ball  and 
gunpowder.  But  had  he  done  so,  it  is  said,  that  he 
would  have  retarded  for  years  the  opening  of  Japan 
to  his  country's  commerce,  whereas  his  moderation 
has  given  the  Japanese  the  highest  opinion  of  the  na- 
tion he  represented,  and  has  favorably  disposed  them 
towards  it.  Similar  praise  is  bestowed  upon  the 
French  Admiral.  The  article  is  written  by  a gentle- 
man who  has  long  resided  in  Japan,  as  doctor  to  the 
Dutch  factory.  It  appeals  that  the  King  ofHol- 
land  has  strongly  recommended  the  emperor  of  Japan 
to  throw  open  his  country  to  Europeans,  so  as  not  to 
run  the  risk  of  being  bombarded  into  civilization  like 
the  Chinese. 

General  Orders,  > Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  20.  5 Tampico,  February  19, 1847. 

1.  It  may  well  be  apprehended  that  many  grave 
offences  not  provided  for  in  the  act  of  congress  “es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,”  approved  April  10,  1806 
may  be  again  committed,  by  or  upon  individuals  of 
those  armies  in  Mexico,’  pending  the  existing  war  be- 
tween the  two  republics.  Allusion  is  here  made  to 
atrocities,  any  of  which,  if  committed  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  their  organized  territories,  would  of 
course  be  tried  and  severely  punished  by  the  ordina- 
ry or  civil  courts  of  the  land. 

2.  Assassination,  murder,  malicious  stabbing  or 
maiming,  rape,  malicious  assault  and  battery,  robbe- 
ry, theft;  the  wanton  desecration  of  churches,  ceme- 
teries, or  other  religious  edifices  and  fixtures;  and  the 
destruction,  except  by  order  of  a superior  officer,  of 
public  or  private  property,  are  such  offences. 

3.  The  good  of  the  service,  the  honor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  interests  of  humanity,  imperiously 
demand  that  every  crime  enumerated  above  should  be 
severely  punished. 

4-  But  the  written  code,  as  above,  commonly  call- 
ed the  “rules  and  articles  of  war,”  provides  for  the 
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punishment  of  not  one  of  those  crimes,  even  when 
committed  by  individuals  of  the  army  upon  the  per- 
sons or  property  of  other  individuals  of  the  same,  ex- 
cept in  the  very  restricted  case  in  the  9th  of  those 
articles;  nor  for  like  outrages,  committed  by  the  same 
individuals,  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  a hostile 
country,  except  very  partially,  in  the  51st,  52d,  and 
55th  articles;  and  the  same  code  is  absolutely  silent 
as  to  all  injuries  which  may  he  inflicted  upon  individ- 
uals of  the  army,  or  their  property,  against  the  laws 
of  war,  by  individuals  of  a hostile  country. 

5.  It  is  evident  that  the  99th  article,  independent 
of  any  reference  to  the  restriction  in  the  87th,  is 
wholely  nugatory  in  reaching  any  one  of  those  high 
crimes. 

6.  For  all  the  offences,  therefore,  enumerated  in 
the  second  paragraph  above,  which  may  he  commit- 
ted abroad,  in,  by,  or  upon  the  army,  a supplemental 
code  is  absolutely  needed. 

7.  That  unwriten  code  is  martial  law,  as  an  ad- 
dition to  the  written  military  code,  prescribed  by  con- 
gress in  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  which  un- 
written code  all  armies,  in  hostile  countries,  are  for- 
ced to  adopt,  not  only  for  their  own  safety,  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  unoffending  inhabitants  and  their 
property,  about  the  theatre  of  military  operations, 
against  injuries  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war. 

8.  From  the  same  supreme  necessity,  martial  law 
is  hereby  declared,  as  a supplemental  code  in  and 
about  all  camps,  posts,  and  hospitals  which  may  be 
occupied  by  any  part  of  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico,  and  in  and  about  all  columns,  es- 
corts, convoys,  guards,  and  detachments  of  the  said 
forces,  while  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  existing  war 
in  and  against  the  said  republic. 

9.  Accordingly,  every  crime  enumerated  in  para- 
graph No.  2,  above,  whether  committed — 1.  By  any 
inhabitant  of  Mexico,  sojourner  or  traveller  therein 
upon  the  person  or  property  of  any  individual  of  the 
United  States  forces,  retainer,  or  follower  of  the  same: 
2d.  By  any  individual  of  the  said  forces,  retainer, 
or  follower  of  the  same,  upon  the  person  or  property 
of  any  inhabitant  of  Mexico,  sojourner,  or  traveller 
therein:  or  3.  By  any  individual  of  the  said  forces, 
retainer,  or  follower  of  the  same,  upon  the  person  or 
property  of  any  other  individual  of  the  said  forces,  re- 
tainer, or  follower  of  the  same,  shall  be  duly  tried 
and  punished  under  the  said  supplemental  code. 

1 0.  For  this  purpose  it  is  ordered  that  all  offenders 
n the  matter  aforesaid  shall  be  promptly  seized  and 
confined,  and  reported  for  trial  before  military  com- 
missions, to  be  duly  -appointed  as  follows: 

11.  Every  military  commission  under  this  order 
will  be  appointed,  governed,  and  limited,  as  prescrib- 
ed by  the  65th,  66th,  67th,  and  97th  of  the  said  rules 
and  articles  of  war;  and  the  proceedings  of  such  com- 
missions will  be  duly  recorded,  in  writing,  reviewed, 
revised,  disapproved,  or  approved,  and  the  sentences 
executed — all  is  in  tlie  cases  of  the  proceedings  and 
sentences  of  courts-martial:  provided,  that  no  military 
commission  shall  try  any  case  clearly  cognizable  by 
any  court-martial;  and  provided,  aLio,  that  no  sen- 
tence of  a military  commission  shall  be  put  in  execu- 
tion against  any  individual  whatsoever  which  may  not 
be,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offences 
as  established  by  evidence,  in  conformity  with  known 
punishment  in  like  cases  in  some  one  of  the  States  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

12.  This  order  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  every 
company  of  the  United  States’  forces  serving  in  Mex- 
ico, or  about  to  enter  on  that  theatre  of  war. 

By  command  of  Major  Gen.  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A-  G. 

Navv  Appointments  — The  following  promotions 
and  appointments  have  been  made  by  the  president, 
under  the  provision  nf  the  act  of  congress  of  2d  March 
1847,  for  the  increase  of  the  marine  corps,  which 
separates  the  staff  from  the  line  of  said  corps; — 
Captains.  First  Lieutenant  Francis  C.  Hall,  vice 
Park  G.  Howie,  adjutant  and  inspector. 

First  Lieutenant  Geo.  H.  Terrett,  vice  Geo.  W. 
Walker,  paymaster. 


First  Lieutenant  Wm.  E.  Stark,  vice  Augs.  A.  Nic- 
holson, quartermaster. 

First  Lieut.  Nath.  S.  Waldron,  vice  Geo.  F.  Lind- 
say, assistant  quartermaster. 

First  Lieutenants. — Second  Lieut.  Wm.  L.  Shut- 
tleworth,  vice  F.  C.  Hall. 

Second  Lieut.  Jos.  W.  Curtis,  vice  G.  H.  Terrett. 
Second  Lieut.  Robt.  Tansill,  vice  W.  E.  Stark. 
Second  Lieut.  John  C.  Grayson,  vice  N.  S.  Wal- 
dron. 

Second  Lieutenants. — Chas.  Alexander  Hender- 
son, vice  W.  L.  Shuttleworth. 

John  Strieker  Nicholsons,  vice  J.  L.  Curtis. 

A.  Satterthwaite  Nicholson,  vice  R.  Tansill. 

Geo.  F.  Lindsay,  jr.,  vice  J.  C.  Grayson. 

OFFICIAL  LIST  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS,  AT  WASHINGTON 

Great  Britain — The  Right  Honorable  Richard  Pak- 
enham,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  minister  pknipoten- 
tiary. 

Mr.  John  Fienne  Crampton,  Secretary  of  legation, 
Mr.  Wm.  Garrow  Lettsom,  First  Attache. 

Mr.  John  Bidwell,  Second  Attache.  Gone. 

France. — Mr.  Alphonse  Joseph  Yves  Pageot,  Minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  ad  interim. 

Mr.  A.  Sampayo,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Geo.  Serurier,  Secretary  of  legation. 

Russia — ^Mr.  Alexander  de  Bodisco,  Envoy  Extre- 
ordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary. 

Mr.  Edward  de  StoeckI,  first  Secretary  of  legation. 
Mr.  de  Gramer,  second  Secretary  of  legation. 
ATetlierlands — The  Chevalier  Francois  Mathieu 
Wenceslas  Testa,  Charge  d’Affaires. 

The  Jlrgentine  Confederation The  brigadier  gene- 

ral Don-  Carlos  de  Alvear,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
and  extraordinary. 

Don  Emilo  de  Alvear,  Secretary  of  legation. 

Brazil — The  Chevalier  Gaspar  Jose  de  Lisboa,  En- 
voy Extraordinary  and  minister  plerxipotentiary. 

M.  Filippe  Pereira  Leal,  Secretary  of  Legation. 
Chili. — Don  Manuel  Carvallo,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary. 

Don  Francisco  S.  Astaburugo,  Secretary  of  lega- 
tion. 

Don  Daniel  Frost  and  Don  Tenon  Freire,  Attaches. 
Peru. — Doctor  Don  Joaquim  Jose  Osma,  minister 
plenipotentiary. 

Messrs.  Carreno  and  Valle  Riestra,  Attaches. 

Spain — Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipatentiary. 

Don  Fidencio  Bourman,  secretary. 

Don  Rodrigo  Tavira,  Attache. 

Portugal — The  commander  J.  C.  De  Figaniere  Mc- 
rao,  minister  resident. 

Don  Francisco  de  Menezes  de  Brito  do  Rio,  Atta 
che. 

Sweden. — The  Chevalier  H.  de Lovenshiold, Charge 
d’Affaires. 

Denmark — -Mr.  Steen  Bille,  Cliarge  d’Affaires. 

Mr.  Torben  Bilk,  Attache. 

Belgium.  M.  Beauline,  Charge  d’Affaires. 

Prussia. — Baron  Von  Gerolt,  minister  resident.  ' 
Austria — -The  Chevalier  Hulsemenn,  Charge  d’Af- 
faires. 

The  two  Sicilies.— The  Chevalier  Don  RoccoMart- 
nscelli,  Charge  d’Affaires.— ^Pennst/fennian. 

NAVY  JOURNAL. 

Naval  School. — Commander  Geo.  P.  Upshur,  U. 

S.  N.,  has  been  ordered  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  to  take 
the  superintendence  of  the  naval  school  at  that  place 
recently  vacated  by  commander  Franklin  Buchanan, 
ordered  to  the  sloop  of  war  Germantown.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  commodore  Upshur  would  have 
greatly  preferred  sea  service,  but  the  department,  no 
doubt,  estimating  the  value  of  his  qualifications  for 
the  important  post  assigned  him,  willed  it  otherwise. 

He  left  Norfolk  (his  home  on  shore)  on  Monday,  for 
his  new  station. 

The  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Allegany,  Capt.  Hunter, 
arrived  at  Memphis.  Tenn.,  from  Pittsburg,  on  the 
1st  \n%X.~-Norf oik  Herald, 
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CORRESFONDEKCE  RETWEEtJ  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT 
AND  GEN.  TATX-OR. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

1 communicate  herewith  a report  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  with  the  accompanying  documents  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
1st  instant,  requesting  the  president  “to  communi- 
cate to  the  house  of  representatives  all  the  corres- 
pondence with  General  Taylor  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  with  Mexico  which  has  not  yet 
been  published,  or  which  may  not  be  deemed  detri- 
mental to  the  public  service;  also  the  correspondence 
of  the  quartermaster  general  in  relation  to  trans- 
portation for  General  Taylor’s  army;  also  the  re- 
ports of  Brigadier  Gens.  Hamer  and  Quitman  of  the 
operations  of  their  respective  brigades  on  the  21st  of 
September  last.” 

As  some  of  these  documents  relate  to  military 
operations  of  our  forces  which  may  not  have  been 
fully  executed,  I might  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
withhold  parts  of  them  under  the  apprehension  that 
their  publication  at  this  time  would  be  “detrimental 
to  the  public  service,”  but  I am  satisfied  that  these 
operations  are  now  so  far  advanced,  and  that  the 
enemy  has  already  received  so  much  information 
from  other  sources  in  relation  to  the  intended  move- 
ments of  our  army,  as  to  render  this  precaution 
unnecessary. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Feb’y.  27,  1847. 

War  Department,  Feb.  27,  1847. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  direction,  1 have  caused  to 
be  copied,  and  herewith  transmit  to  you,  the  cor- 
respondence called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  passed  the  1st  of  this 
month. 

The  documents  are  numerous,  and  an  attempt  has 
been  made  so  to  arrange  them  as  to  bring  together 
letters  relating  to  the  same  subjects;  but  it  has  been 
found  impracticable  to  carry  this  out  to  the  fullest 
extent.  In  regard  to  the  correspondence  with  Gen. 
Taylor,  from  one  to  two  months  usually  intervened 
between  the  date  of  the  letters  written  by  and  to 
him,  and  the  receipt  of  the  answers;  and  within  that 
period,  several  other  letters  upon  dififerenl  subjects 
were  sent  and  received.  Had  a strictly  chronologi- 
cal order  of  the  correspondence  been  observed  in 
the  arrangement,  many  difierent  subjects  would 
have  been  introduced  between  the  letters  and  the 
replies  to  them.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
bring  together  the  letters  and  the  replies,  and  it  has 
been  done  to  a considerable  extent  in  regard  to 
those  which  have  reference  to  the  campaign  and  to 
military  movements.  Those  which  relate  to  trans- 
portation have  also  been  brought  together  as  far  as 
practicable. 

Among  the  letters  embraced  in  the  call,  several, 
merely  formal,  such,  for  instance,  as  enclosed  re- 
turns, proceedings  of  courts  martial,  &o.,  have  not 
been  copied;  but  the  dates  are  given,  and  their  con 
tents  briefly  stated  in  the  accompanying  synopsis. 

In  the  correspondence  of  the  quartei  master’s  de- 
partment in  reference  to  transportation,  only  letters 
and  parts  of  letters  relating  particularly  to  that  sub- 
ject nave  been  selected. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
calls  for  “the  reports  of  Brigadier  Generals  Hamer 
and  Quitman  of  the  operations  of  their  respective 
brigades  on  the  21st  of  September  last,”  1 have  the 
honor  to  state  that  no  such  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived at  this  department,  nor  have  any  other  reports 
from  these  generals  been  received,  except  those  of 
the  28th  of  that  month,  which  have  been  already 
published. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

War  Department,  Washington,  May  30, 1846. 

Sir:  Enclosed  1 transmit  an  order  assigning  you  to 
duty  according  to  your  rank  as  brevet  major  general. 
1 also  send  you  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  president, 
the  original  of  which,  with  your  commission,  has 
been  fowarded  by  this  day’s  mail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Major  General  Z.  Taylor. 

Washington  City,  May  30,  1846. 

Sir:  1 transmit  to  you  herewith  a commission  as 
major  general  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  conferred  upon  you  for  gallant  conduct  and 
distinguished  services  in  the  successive  victories 
over  superior  Mexican  forces  at  Palo  Alto  and 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  on  the  8lh  and  9th  days  of  May, 
1846. 


It  gave  me  sincere  pleasure,  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  ofiBcial  intelligence  from  the  scene  of  your 
achievements,  to  confer  upon  you,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  this  testimonial  of 
the  estimate  which  your  government  places  upon 
your  skill  and  gallantry.  To  yourself  and  the  brave 
officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country  is  justly  due.  Our  army  have 
fully  sustained  their  deseivedly  high  reputation  and 
added  another  bright  page  to  the  history  of  Ameri- 
can valor  and  patriotism.  They  have  won  new  lau- 
rels for  themselves  and  for  their  country.  My  con- 
fidence in  them  never  faltered.  The  battles  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  rank  among  our  most 
brilliant  victories,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  American  people.  When  all  the  details  of  these 
battles  and  of  the  noble  defence  of  the  camp  opposite 
to  Matamorog  shall  have  been  received,  it  will  be 
my  pleasure,  as  it  will  be  my  grateful  duty,  to  ren- 
der to  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  Sui- 
table testimonials  for  their  conduct  in  the  brilliant 
victories  which  a superintending  Providence  has  en- 
abled them  to  achieve  for  their  country. 

In  transmitting  to  you  this  commission,  and  in 
communicating  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
your  command  my  profound  sense  of  their  raeritori- 
oua  service,!  but  respond  to  the  patriotic  enthusiasm 
manifested  by  the  people  in  behalf  of  their  brave 
defenders.  Whilst  my  warmest  thanks  are  tendered 
to  the  survivors,  the  nation  mourns  the  loss  of  the 
brave  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  in  defence  of 
their  country  upon  the  field  of  victory.  Their 
names  also  shall  be  remembered  and  appropriate 
honors  be  paid  to  their  memory,  by  a grateful  coun 
try. 

You  will  cause  this  communication  to  be  made 
known  to  the  army  under  your  command. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  Brevet  Major  General  Z.  Taylor,  commanding 
United  States  army  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Matamoros,  Mexico,  May  20,  1846. 

Sir:  On  the  26lh  of  April,  1 had  occasion  to  ad- 
vise the  department  that  hostilities  had  actually  bro- 
ken out,  and  that  in  consequence  I had  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  use  the  authority  with  which  I was  vested, 
and  call  upon  the  governors  of  Louisiana  and  Texas 
for  a force  each  of  four  regiments.  The  eight  regi- 
ments thus  called  for  would  make  a force  of  nearly 
5,000  men,  which  I deemed  sufficient  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  service  in  this  quarter. 

At  the  same  time  that  I wrote  to  the  governor  of 
Louisiana  requesting  this  volunteer  force,  1 addressed 
a letter  to  General  Gaines,  desiring  him  to  assist  in 
organizing  these  regiments,  and  having  them  proper- 
ly supplied.  In  my  communication  to  the  governor, 
the  organization  was  very  exactly  prescribed,  being 
that  indicated  from  your  office  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1845.  I find,  however,  that  this  organization  has 
been  exceeded,  and  moreover  that  General  Gaines 
has  called  for  many  more  volunteers  than  1 deemed 
necessary,  extending  the  call  to  other  states  besides 
Louisiana.  It  will,  of  course,  be  for  the  government 
to  decide  whether  the  future  operations  in  this  quar- 
ter will  require  the  amount  of  force  (entirely  un- 
known) which  is  coming  hither.  I only  desire  to 
say  that  this  reinforcement,  beyond  the  eight  regi- 
ments mentioned  above,  was  never  asked  for  by  me, 
and  that,  in  making  the  call  of  the  26th  of  April,  1 
well  knew  th-at  if  the  Mexicans  fought  us  at  all,  it 
would  be  before  the  arrival  of  the  volunteers. — 
It  was  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  river,  and  per 
forming  such  further  service  as  the  government 
might  direct,  that  I thought  it  proper  to  ask  for  rein- 
forcements. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  foot  regi- 
ments from  Texas  can  be  raised,  and  I shall  desire 
the  governor,  who  is  expected  here,  to  suspend  the 
call  for  them.  None  of  the  mounted  companies, 
except  Captain  Price’s,  already  in  service,  have  re- 
ported to  me. 

I fear  that  the  volunteers  have  exhausted  the  sup- 
ply of  tents  deposited  in  New  Orleans  for  the  use  of 
this  army.  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  them,  and  1 
must  request  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  to 
send  direct  to  Brazos  Santiago,  say  1,000  tents  for 
tho  use  of  the  army  in  the  field.  The  tents  of  the 
7th  infantry  were  cut  up  to  make  sand-bags  during 
the  recent  oombardment  of  fort  Brown. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Bt.  Br.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Matamoros,  Mexico,  May  21,  1846. 

Sir:  Not  being  fully  in  possession  of  the  views  or 


policy  of  the  government  in  regard  to  operations  in 
this  quarter,  modified  as  they  perhaps  have  been  by 
the  recent  defeat  of  the  Mexican  army,  1 have  the 
honor  respectfully  to  solicit  further  instructions  for 
my  guidance. 

Our  future  movemants  must  depend  in  a great 
degree,  on  the  extent  to  which  the  Rio  Grande  is 
navigable  for  steamboats,  and  I fear  that  my  expec- 
tations in  this  particular  will  not  be  realized. 

Though,  at  times,  navigable  as  high  as  Camargo  or 
even  Mier,  it  is  doubtful  whether  a boat  can  now  be 
pushed  higher  than  Reinosa.  Indeed,  the  “Neva,” 
which  is  in  the  river  and  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion under  General  Smith,  has  not  yet  reached  this 
place,  though  hourly  expected.  Could  we  establish 
and  keep  up  by  water  a depot  at  Camargo,  opera- 
tions might  be  carried  on  in  the  valley  of  the  San 
Juan  towards  Monterey,  the  first  city  of  importance 
in  that  direction.  A direct  movement  from  this  point 
to  Monterey  would  require  vast  transportation,  chief- 
ly by  pack  mules,  and  would  moreover  be  hazardous 
in  sumiT>er  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  part 
of  the  route  being  supplied  by  wells  only.  The 
country  between  this  ?nd  Monterey,  by  whatever 
route,  cannot  support  an  army. 

I shall  lose  no  time  in  ascertainiK^  the  practica- 
bility ol  the  river  for  steamboats,  and  ohai‘1  occupy 
Reinosa  and  such  other  points  as  a boat  may  be  ablo 
to  reach. 

All  the  cavalry,  regular  and  irregular,  of  the  army, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Garland,  is  in  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  army  to  harass  its  rear  and  cap- 
ture prisoners  and  baggage.  We  have  no  authentic 
intelligence  from  the  lieutenant  colonel  since  his  de- 
parture— deserters,  however,  are  coming  in  from  the 
Mexicans. 

Lieut.  Col.  Wilson’s  battalion,  1st  infantry,  with 
some  200  volunteers,  was  at  Burita  on  the  17ih,  and 
has  since  been  reinforced  by  Gen.  Smith  with  about 
700  Louisiana  volunteers.  This  column  is  ordered 
to  move  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  1 look 
hourly  for  its  arrival. 

A large  amount  of  public  stores,  chiefly  ordnance, 
has  been  found  concealed  in  this  town.  We  are 
gradually  recovering  it  from  the  places  where  it 
was  hidden.  Two  field  pieces,  several  hundred  mus- 
kets, and  200  shells  are  among  the  articles  reco- 
vered. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Bt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

War  Department,  Washington,  June  8,  1846. 

Sir:  You  will  have  received  before  this  will  reach 
you,  a brevet  commission  of  major  general,  and  the 
president’s  order  assigning  you  to  the  command  of 
the  army  on  the  Rio  Grande,  according  to  your  bre- 
vet rank.  It  is  the  president’s  intention  to  continue 
you  in  that  command,  and  to  commit  to  you  the  con- 
duct in  the  ensuing  caii.paign. 

Owing  to  the  irregular  proceedings  of  General 
Gaines,  in  mustering  into  service  volunteers  with- 
out authority,  it  is  impossible  for  the  department  to 
tell  at  this  time,  what  amount  of  force  you  have 
under  your  command;  but  such  as  you  have,  it  is  not 
doubted,  you  will  employ  to  the  best  advantage  in 
prosecuting  vigorous  operations  against  Mexico. 

In  my  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,you  were  left  to  your 
own  discretion  and  judgment,  as  to  the  measure  to 
be  pursued  before  the  end  of  the  unfavorable  sea- 
son shall  be  passed,  and  it  is  not  now  intended  to 
control  that  discretion.  You  best  know  what  a- 
mount  of  force  you  will  have  under  your  com- 
mand, and  what  can  be  best  accomplished  with  that 
force. 

It  is  presumed  you  will  hold  both  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande  to  a considerable  distance  from  its  mouth, 
and  secure  the  uninterrupted  use  of  that  river  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies.  I hope  you  will  be  able 
to  take  and  hold  in  possession  ail  places  on  it,  as  high 
up  as  Laredo. 

It  is  proper  that  I should  advise  you  that  a consi- 
derable force,  which  will  be  also  und..r  your  com- 
mand, will  soon  assemble  at  San  Antonio  de  Bexar. 
The  ultimate  destination  of  this  force  is  Chihuahua, 
if  it  should  be  determined  that  such  an  expedition 
would  have  a favorable  operation  in  the  conduct  of 
the  War;  but  it  might  be  at  once  used  to  take  and 
secure  the  several  places  on  the  Rio  Grande. — 
Though  we  have  no  despatch  from  you  since  those 
giving  an  account  of  the  battles  on  the  8ih  and  9th 
of  May,  we  have  such  information  as  induces  the 
belief  that  you  are  in  possession  of  Matamoros,  and 
that  you  are  not  now  threatened  with  any  conslderaS 
ble  Mexican  force.  It  is  desirable  that  you  should 
find  yourself  in  sufficient  strength  to  capture  and 
hold  Monterey  with  your  present  force.  You  are 
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apprized  that  large  reinforcements  are  preparing  to 
join  you.  Besides  the  regular  forces  now  under 
your  command,  and  which  will  be  speedily  augment- 
ed, you  will  soon  have  nearly  twenty  thousand  volun- 
teers, (including  those  to  rendezvous  at  San  Anto- 
nio dc  Bexar,)  who  are  to  serve  for  one  year.  Your 
determination  as  to  immediate  movements  will, 
therefore,  be  somewhat  influenced  by  the  consider 
ation  of  the  additional  force  which  will  soon  join 
you. 

Much  apprehension  is  felt  as  to  what  is  called  the 
unhealthy  season.  All  agree  that  it  is  sickly  on  the 
coast,  and  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  it  is  healthy 
in  the  interior.  Your  positions  should  have  a parti 
cular  reference  to  this  consideration.  All  the  towns 
on  the  Rio  Grande  above  Matamoros  are  represented 
to  be  healthy,  and  Monterey,  in  the  interior,  parti- 
cularly so;  it  is  therefore  hoped  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  place  a considerable  part  of  your  troops 
in  these  towns  until  the  fall  campaign  shall  open. — 
In  taking  positions,  1 scarcely  need  observe  that  the 
means  of  getting  supplies,  transporting  munitions  of 
war,  as  well  as  the  ability  to  keep  open  the  chan- 
nels by  which  these  supplies  and  munitions  are  to 
be  furnished,  are  points  to  be  well  considered.  Your 
information  as  to  the  practicability  of  effecting 
these  objects,  and  as  to  the  probable  ability  of  the 
enemy  to  interrupt  your  lines  of  communication,  and 
to  oppose  formidable  obstacles  to  your  controlling 
both  banks  of  the  river  and  to  taking  and  holding 
Monterey,  is  far  better  than  any  which  can  be  obtain- 
ed here. 

I have  nothing  to  add  to  what  was  said  in  ray  last 
letter  to  you  in  regard  to  retaining  in  service  those 
now  with  you  who  have  engaged  fora  less  term  than 
a year.  You  will  not  discharge,  until  the  end  of 
their  term,  those  who  will  not  engage  as  volunteers 
under  the  act  of  the  13lh  May  last,  if  thay  can  be 
advantageously  employed  in  carrying  on  your  imme- 
diate operations. 

The  president  is  desirous  of  receiving,  and  hopes 
soon  to  be  favored  with  your  views  and  suggestions 
in  relation  to  the  fall  campaign.  His  determination 
is  to  have  the  war  prosecuted  with  vigor,  and  to 
embrace,  in  the  objects  to  be  compassed  in  that  cam- 
paign, such  as  will  dispose  the  enemy  to  desire  an 
end  of  the  war.  Shall  the  campaign  be  conducted 
with  the  view  of  striking  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  or 
confined  so  far  as  regards  the  forces  under  your  im- 
mediate command  to  the  northern  provinces  of  Mex- 
ico.’ Your  views  on  this  point  will  doubtless  have 
an  important  influence  upon  the  determination  of  the 
government  here.  Should  our  army  penetrate  far 
into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  how  are  supplies  to  be 
obtained.’  Can  they  be,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
drawn  from  the  enemy’s  country,  or  must  they  be 
obtained  from  the  United  States.’  If  the  latter,  what 
are  the  facilities  and  difficulties  of  transportation? — 
These  are  very  important  questions,  and  the  answers 
to  them  will  have  an  essential  bearing  in  settling  the 
plan  and  objects  of  the  campaign;  and  it  is  desired 
that  you  should  express  your  views  fully  in  regard  to 
them. 

Again:  it  is  important  to  know  your  opinion  of  the 
description  of  troops  best  adapted  to  operations  in 
the  interior  of  Mexico;  what  proportion  should  be 
infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  &c..’  A peace  must 
be  conquered  in  the  shortest  space  of  time  practica- 
ble. Your  views  of  the  manner  of  doing  it  are  re- 
quested. It  is  not  doubted  that  you  will  push  your 
advantages  to  the  utmost  extent  it  can  be  done  with 
the  means  at  your  command. 

With  this  you  will  receive  a statement  of  the  vo- 
lunteer force  which  it  is  proposed  to  muster  forth- 
with into  service,  the  description  thereof,  and  the 
places  designated  fur  rendezvous. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  MARCY, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Major  Gen.  Taylor,  comd'g.  army  of  occupation  on 

lite  Rio  Grande,  Texas. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

Washington  June,  12,  1846. 

Sir:  Having  been  assigned  to  duly  in  your  present 
position,  according  to  your  higher  brevet  rank,  by 
order  of  llie  president  of  the  United  States,  it  is  his 
intention  to  charge  you  with  the  general  command 
of  all  the  United  States  land  forces,  regular  and  vol- 
unteer, operating,  or  to  be  directed  against  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  below  the  province  of  New  Mex- 
ico, with  a view  to  the  conque'sl  of  a speedy  anil  hon- 
orable peace  with  that  republic. 

After  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  prowess  you  have 
exhibited  in  the  military  service  of  your  country,  it  is 
considered  that  no  external  sllinulous  to  promptitude 
and  energy  in  the  lurther  prosecution  of  the  present 
war  is  deemed  necessary. 

The  adjutant  general  will  make  you  acquainted 
with  the  lorces,  regular  and  twelve  month  volun- 


teers, who  have  been  recently  ordered  to  report  to 
you. 

Of  other  volunteers,  for  shorter  periods  ef  service, 
who  have  joined,  or  may  join  you,  and  who,  after 
reaching  you,  may  volunteer  for  a twelve  month,  we 
can  here  make  no  accurate  estimate.  The  whole 
volunteer  force,  for  twelve  months,  it  is  now  inten- 
ded to  place  under  your  general  command,  is  (say) 
16,280.*  Should  you  deem  an  augmentation  neces- 
sary, your  wishes  will  be  favorably  considered. — 
Recruits  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  regular  companies 
which  are  with  you,  ordered  to  join  you,  to  (say) 
about  70  men  each,  shall  be  sent  forward  as  fast  as 
practicable,  so  as  ta  give  you  we  hope,  in  a short 
time,  a total  force  of  about  23,070  men. 

Without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  that  amount  of 
force,  but  before,  and  as  soon  as  you  shall  deem  it 
safe  in  respect  to  the  relative  numbers  and  positions 
of  the  enemy  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  your 
supplies  and  means  of  transportation,  it  is  the  wish 
and  expectation  of  the  president  that,  with  your  ac- 
customed energy,  you  lake  up  lines  of  march  beyond 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  press  your  operations  towards 
the  heart  of  the  enemy’s  country — that  is,  upon  such 
important  points  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  con- 
quer and  to  hold.  The  high  road  to  the  capital  of 
Mexico  will,  of  course,  be  one  of  those  lines,  and  if 
successful  in  your  advances,  the  establishment  of 
posts  in  your  rear,  well  guarded,  according  to  their 
distances  from  each  other,  and  the  dangers  of  re- 
capture, will  be  objects  demanding  your  care.  How 
far  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  penetrate,  if  not, 
at  least,  to  the  capital,  and  what  balls  you  may  find 
it  proper  to  make,  short  of  that  mark,  will  of  course 
depend  upon  the  events  of  the  war.  Should  contin- 
ued success  attend  your  operations,  you  may  some 
time  before  be  met  by  the  proposition,  to  treat  for 
peace,  with  an  intermediate  armistice.  No  such 
proposition  will  be  entertained  by  you,  without  your 
being  first  satisfied  that  it  is  made  in  good  faith,  and 
without  your  being  in  possession,  or  put  by  stipula- 
tion into  possession,  of  such  commanding  positions 
as  will  insure  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
Being  satisfied  on  this  point,  you  may  conclude  an 
armistice  for  a limited  time,  and  refer  the  proposi- 
tion to  treat  of  peace  to  the  government  here.  In 
such  case,  it  should  be  stipulated  that,  pending  the 
armistice,  the  authorities  of  the  enemy’s  country 
shall  furnish  your  army  with  all  necessary  supplies, 
according  and  as  near  as  practicable  to  our  regula- 
tions; for  which  you  may  agree  to  pass  the  proper 
receipts — leaving  the  payment  or  the  settlement,  on 
atcounl  of  such  supplies,  to  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  belligerents.  But  as  the  credit 
of  the  Mexican  government  may  be  bad  even  with 
its  own  people,  you  may  still  be  forced,  during  the 
armistiee,  as  before,  to  rely  on  cash  payment  for  all 
your  necessary  supplies.  The  contingent  difficulty 
is  here  suggested  ttiat  you  may  turr.  it  in  your  mind 
in  advance.  Instructions  will  be  given  here  at  once 
to  cause  the  disbursing  staff  officers  with  you  to  be 
well  supplied  with  cash  for  prompt  payments  tb 
satisfy  justice,  and  to  conciliate  the  people  among 
whom  you  are  to  carry  on  military  operations. 

An  expedition,  set  on  foot  against  the  province  of 
New  Mexico,  and  probably  North  California,  under 
Colonel  Kearny,  is  considered,  on  account  of  the 
distance  of  his  theatre  of  operations  from  yours,  as 
independent  of  your  general  command;  unless  indeed, 
events  should  bring  him,  unexpectedly,  down  the  Rio 
Grande,  or  south  within  your  sphere.  In  such 
event,  you  may  extend  your  orders  to  him,  directly 
or  through  Brigadier  Gen.  Wool. 

Of  the  troops  ordered  upon  San  Antonio,  it  is  in- 
tended by  the  president,  as  intimated  in  the  copy  of 
instruciions  (herewith)  to  Brigadier  Gen.  Wool, 
that  a large  portion  should,  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, be  directed  by  you,  under  the  proper  general 
instructions,  against  the  oity  of  Chihuahua  and  other 
important  points  you  may  indicate,  within  the  pro 
vinee  of  that  name,  in  order  to  capture  and  to  hold  the 
same  subject  to  a definitive  treaty  of  peace.  The  par- 
ticular forces  to  constitute  this  expedition  the  presi- 
dent has,  to  some  degree,  himself  designated,  viz: — 
the  cavalry  or  mounted  regiments  from  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas,  (two  in  all,)  and  one  regiment  of  in- 
fantry or  rifle  from  eacli  of  the  states  of  Kentucky 
and  Illinois.  Such  1 understand  to  be  his  wish  not 
his  positive  command,  in  respeot  to  those  regiments  of 
twelve  monin’s  volunteers.  Thinking  an  addition  of 
regular  troops  might  be  needed  with  that  expedition, 
I have  ordered  upon  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  two  com- 
panies of  the  first  United  Slates  dragoons,  from  Fort 
Gibson;  one  company  of  the  United  Stales  4th  artil- 
lery, (Washington’s,)  with  a harnessed  battery,  and 
two  companies  of  uie  6lb  United  Stales  infantry, 
from  Fort  Smith.  All  those  regular  companies  may 

♦Exclusive  of  those  who  may  revolunleer,  as  sug- 
gested above,  for  twelve  months. 


be  computed  at  about  70  men  each.  So  many  o- 
them  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  you,  will  put  ug. 
der  the  immediaate  command  of  Brigadier  Gea 
Wool,  as  a part  of  the  expedition  against  Chihuahua. 
The  latter  should  be  instructed  by  you  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  expedition  under  Col.  Kearny,  except 
as  above;  bnt  avail  himself  of,  or  make  opportuni- 
ties, to  commuiiicaie  occasionally  with  the  colonel. 
In  respect  to  reciprocal  communications,  Colonel 
Kearny  will  receive  instructions  from  me  as  such 
intercommunications  may  become  useful  or  necessa- 
sary  to  all  parties. 

Any  forces  remaining  at  San  Antonio,  beyond 
those  you  may  order  to  march  upon  Chihuahua,  will 
of  course,  be  subject  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
your  general  plan  of  operations. 

I need  scarcely  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
high  importance  of  obtaining  frequent,  and,  as  far  ae 
possible,  accurate  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  num- 
bers, positions,  movements,  and  designs.  For  this 
purpose  many  employes,  each  known  to  yourself  or 
one  of  your  staff,  will,  probably,  be  needed.  They, 
of  course,  must  be  more  or  less  liberally  paid  by  the 
quartermaster’s  department— in  eaoh  case  on  your 
orders,  or  in  highly  confidential  cases,  directly  by 
yourself,  out  of  money  drawn  by  yon  specially  from 
that  department.  You  may  extend  like  instructions 
to  the  commanders  of  any  columns  under  your  orders 
on  detached  and  distant  service. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Brevet  Major  Gen.  Taylor,  U.  S.  army  commanding, 

&c.,  &c. 

Headquarters  of  the  army. 

,^d't  general's  office,  Washington,  June,  II,  1846. 

General:  On  completing  the  duties  to  which  you 
were  specially  assigned,  in  instructions  from  this  of- 
fice, dated  the  28th  ultimo,  I am  directed  by  the 
major  general  commanding  the  army,  to  desire  you 
to  repair,  without  dalay,  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar, 
Texas,  and  there  assume  the  immediate  command  of 
the  troops,  regulars,  and  volunteers,  ordered  to  that 
point. 

Brevet  Major  General  Taylor  having  been  assign- 
ed to  duty,  according  to  his  higher  brevet,  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  charged  with  the 
command  of  all  land  forces  of  the  United  States 
operating,  or  to  operate  against  the  republic  of  Mex- 
ico, in  that  quarter,  you  will,  previously,  and  after 
your  arrival,  report  yourself  by  letter  to  him,  from 
whom  you  will,  probably,  soon  receive  instructions 
to  inarch  with  a part  of  the  troops,  assembling  at 
San  Antonio,  against  Chihuahua,  the  capital  of  lha 
province  of  that  name.  In  advance  of  such  instruc- 
tions you  will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  for  that  par- 
ticular expedition. 

Captain  Washington’s  company  of  light  artillery 
(full  battery)  is  en  route  for  San  Antonio  de  Bexar; 
and  two  companies  of  the  1st  dragoons,  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  6th  infantry,  drawn  from  Forts  Smith 
and  Gibson,  are  under  orders  for  the  same  point. — 
This  regular  force  will,  it  is  supposed,  constitute  a 
part  of  your  command. 

As  soon  as  you  can  dispense  with  the  services  of 
Col.  Croghan,  the  general  in  chief  directs  that  you 
order  him  to  report  in  person  to  Brevet  Major  Gen. 
Taylor  for  duty  as  inspector  general. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5.ih  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  aims  and  equipments  required  for  the 
volunteer  regiments,  1 may  refer  you  to  Lieutenant 
Coiooel  Talcotl’s  communication  of  the  15ih  instant, 
which  apprizes  you  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
ordinance  department,  to  insure  the  prompt  and 
adequate  supply. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  R.  JONES,  Adj’t  Gen. 

Brigadier  General  John  E.  Wool,  United  States 

Army,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

[With  the  approbation  of  the  war  department,  I 
propose  to  write  immediately  to  General  Taylor,  as 
follows:] 

Headguarters  of  the  army. 

Washington,  June,  15,  1846. 

Sir:  For  the  greater  certainly  of  reception,  I 
send  (herewith)  a duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  12th  inst. 

You  will  please  consider  this  noteas  & posl-serip 
turn  to  that  letter. 

Should  you  be  met,  as  therein  supposed,  by  a pro- 
position to  treat  fur  a peace,  under  circumstances 
which  you  may  deem  sufficiently  format  and  sincere, 
you  may,  or  without  agreeing  to  an  armistice,  at 
your  own  sound  discretion — looking  to  the  intimations 
of  that  letter  on  the  subject — grant  written  pass- 
ports for  the  use  of  any  minister  or  commissioner, 
and  his  suite,  who  may  be  duly  appointed  by  Iho 
Mexican  government  to  treat  with  that  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  enable  such  legation  to  communicate 
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with  our  blockading  squadron  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co coast,  or  to  enable  the  legation  to  pass  by  land, 
our  military  posts  in  your  rear.  In  the  latter  case, 
a small  military  escort  to  (say)  Point  Isabel,  with 
permission  to  the  legation  to  take  passage  in  some 
ressel  thence  to  (say)  New  Orleans,  may  be  neces 
sary. 

1 remain,  sir,  with  high  respect,  yeur  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

n think  the  within  should  be  sent  to  Gen.  T. 

^ W.  L.  M ] 


Headquarters  army  of  occupation. 

Matainoros  July  2,  1846. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  communications  of  the  secreta 
ry  of  war,  dated  May  28th,  and  June  8th,  and  to  that 
of  the  general  in  chief,  dated  June  12lh,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  views  in  regard  to 
the  operations  against  Mexico  from  this  quarter.  I 
will  remark  that  ray  constant  efforts  to  procure  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  nature  of  the  country, 
amount  of  supplies,  ike.  have  not  been  as  satisfactory 
as  1 could  wish,  the  various  accounts  often  differing 
even  in  important  particulars.  Either  from  the 
ignorance  or  interested  motives  of  those  who  pro- 
fess to  give  information,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  any  upon  which  we  can  implicitly  rely. 

In  calling  upon  the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Texas 
for  an  auxiliary  force  of  about  5,000  men,  it  was 
my  expectation  with  that  force  to  be  able  to  clear 
the  course  of  the  Rio  Grande,  as  high  as  Laredo, 
and  to  occupy  or  control  the  country  to  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  capturing  and  holding  Monterey,  if 
circumstances  permitted.  With  the  proper  river 
transportation,  this  could  have  been  easily  done,  a 
depot  would  now  have  been  established  at  Camargo, 
and  our  operations  pushed  up  the  valley  of  the  San 
Juan.  The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  1 
have  experienced  for  want  of  such  transportation, 
have  already  been  sufficiently  made  known.  These 
difficulties  have  been  increased  by  the  great  excess  of 
volunteers  than  have  been  sent  out — say  3,000  men 
beyond  roy  original  call.  1 nevertheless  propose, 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  steamers  now  hourly  expec- 
ted, to  throw  forward  this  force,  with  the  regular 
troops,  to  Camargo,  and  establish  there  a depot  and 
base  from  which  to  operate  towards  the  mountains. 
My  reasons  for  retaining  these  six  months’  volunteers 
in  service,  have  been  set  forth  in  another  communi- 
cation; and  1 desire,  from  motives  of  health,  and 
other  cousiderations,  to  keep  them  employed  as  ac- 
tively as  possible.  The  twelve  months’  volunteers 
can,  in  the  meantime,  form  camps  at  healthy  points 
in  my  rear;  and,  while  receiving  instruction,  await 
the  season  for  more  extensive  operations.  I'he 
above  dispositions  can  be  made  in  the  rainy  season 
perhaps  better  than  at  any  other  time,  as  the  river 
is  then  in  a good  navigable  state.  For  operating 
with  a heavy  force — say  6 000  men  from  this  point; 
towards  Monterey  and  Saltillo,  through  which  pas- 
tes the  only  artillery  route  across  the  mountains,  it 
is  indispensable  to  employ  the  river  as  a channel  of 
supply,  and  the  valley  of  the  San  Juan,  on  one  of 
the  heads  of  which  Monterey  is  situated,  as  a line  of 
operations.  The  direct  land  route  from  this  point 
to  Monterey,  is  much  longer  than  the  line  from  Ca- 
margo; in  wet  weather  impassable  for  artillery  or 
heavy  wagons,  and  in  dry,  scantily|supplied  with  wa- 
ter. Assuming,  then,  Camargo  as  the  depot,  and 
the  valley  of  the  San  Juan  as  the  line  of  operations, 
the  question  arises,  what  amount  of  supplies  can 
be  obtained,  and  bow  can  a column  be  subsisted  on 
this  route?  It  is  pretty  well  determined  that  we 
cannot  depend  upon  any  considerable  supply  ol 
breadsluffa  short  of  Monterey,  or  perhaps  Saltillo, 
gevenly  -live  miles  further  soutti.  Beef  in  abundance, 
it  is  believed,  may  be  procured,  and  on  this,  with 
perhaps  occasional  issues  of  mutton,  we  must  main- 
Jy  depend  for  the  moat  part  of  the  ration.  From 
Camargo  to  Saltillo,  then,  we  must  expect  to  depend 
upon  our  depot  for  bread;  and  1 am  of  opinion,  from 
all  I can  learn  of  the  resources  of  the  country  in  pack 
mules  and  means  of  transportation  generally,  that  a 
column,  exceeding  6,000  men,  cannot  be  maintained 
in  bread  alone  as  far  as  Saltillo.  Saltillo  itself  is  in 
no  great  distance  from  two  or  three  fertile  grain- 
grovying  districts,  but  how  far  the  production  in 
those  districts  may  exceed  the  supply,  1 cannot  with 
. any  certainty  determine. 

The  above  calculations  in  regard  to  subsistence, 
are  made  on  the  supposition  that  we  shall  find  the 
people  of  the  country  if  not  mado  friends,  at  least 
passive  and  willing  to  part  with  their  produce  to 
the  best  advantages.  I believe  we  shall  find  such  to 
be  their  temper  on  this  side  of  the  mountains; 
whether  this  neutrality  or  indifierence  extends  be- 
yond, may  well  be  a question.  Should  they  prove 
boslite,  destroy  their  crops,  and  drive  away  tbeir 
stock  It  will  be  an  extremely  difficult  matter  to 


sustain  a column  at  Saltillo — still  more  so  (o  pass 
beyond  that  city. 

Supposing  a column  of  the  above  sti'ength — say 
6,000  men — able  to  maintain  itsoifat  Saltillo,  it  wifi 
become  a question,  depending  for  its  solution  upon 
the  elements  above  indicated,  how  far  that  force 
may  be  increased,  or  what  amount  of  the  twelve 
months’  volunteers  may  be  safely  and  profitably 
thrown  forward  from  the  rear,  with  a view  to  fu- 
ture operations. 

From  Camargo  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  is  a line, 
littU,  if  any  short  of  1,000  miles  in  length.  The 
resources  of  the  country  are,  to  say  the  best,  not  su- 
perabundant; and  over  long  spaces  of  the  route,  are 
known  to  be  deficient.  Although  the  road,  as  we 
advance  south,  approaches  both  seas,  yet  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country,  and  the  consequent  charac- 
ter of  the  communicatinns,  forbids  the  taking  up  a 
new  line  of  supply,  either  from  Tampico  or  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  Except  in  the  case  (deemed  improbable) 
of  entire  acquiescence  if  not  support,  on  the  past  of 
the  Mexican  people,  I consider  it  imprac'icable  to 
keep  open  so  long  a line  of  communication.  It  is 
tlierefore  my  opinion  that  our  operations  from  this 
frontier  should  not  look  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  but 
should  be  confined  to  cutting  off  the  northern  provin- 
ces— an  undertaking  of  comparative  facility  and  as- 
surance of  success 

With  the  view  of  cutting  off  the  northern  provin- 
ces, the  projected  expedition  from  San  Antonio  to 
Chihuahua  may  be  of  great  importance.  From  the 
best  information,  however,  which  1 now  possess,  I 
would  suggest  mounted  troops  alone  for  that  exp-  di- 
tion.  I am  satisfied  that  the  route  from  that  point 
to  Chihuahua,  is  not  practicable  for  artillery  or  wa- 
gons, and  infantry  would  rather  embarrass  the  move- 
ment of  a mounted  expedition.  Mountain  howitx- 
ers,  to  be  packed  with  their  carriages  on  mules,  might 
be  advantageously  employed  on  that  service,  and  on 
indeed  with  the  column  designed  to  penetrate  to 
Saltillo,  There  may  be  great  difficulty  in  supplying 
any  considerable  force  between  San  Antonio  and 
Chihuahua,  although  the  line  is  not  very  long — pro- 
bably not  exceeding  300  miles.  1 hope  to  procure 
better  information  than  any  1 now  possess  in  regard 
to  this  route. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  my  remarks  on  the  line 
of  operations  from  the  Rio  Grande,  southward,  have 
been  confined  to  the  question  of  subsistence,  which 
is  certainly  the  most  important  one  to  be  considered. 
There  are  military  obstacles  on  the  route,  particu- 
larly in  the  space  between  Monterey  and  Sallillo, 
where  the  defile  of  “La  Rmconada”  is  represen- 
ted to  be  of  great  strength.  This  point,  and  perhaps 
others,  if  fortified,  may  give  us  some  trouble,  but 
if  they  can  be  turned  by  light  troops,  and  such  1 
believe  to  be  the  case , they  will  not  long  impede  our 
march. 

In  regard  to  the  “description  of  troops  best  adap- 
ted to  operations  iu  the  iuteriur  of  Mexico’’  1 am 
scarcely  prepared  at  this  time  to  give  a definite  re- 
ply. 1 he  facility  or  difficulty  of  obtaining  forage 
must  necessarily  control  to  some  extent  the  amount 
of  cavalry  employed.  At  the  estate  of  the  Conde 
de  Jarral.some  40  leagues  from  Saltillo,  there  will, 

1 understand  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a remount 
when  necessary,  and  forage  for  the  cavalry.  The 
field  artillery  under  my  orders  (four  batteries  inclu- 
ding Washington’s,)  will  particularly  if  filled  up  to 
the  complement  ol  guns,  be  quite  sufficient  for  any 
operations  in  this  quarter.  We  may  have  occasion 
for  heavier  guns,  and  1 have  directed  two  12  poun- 
ders field  guns  to  bo  procured,  which  with  the  24- 
pounder  howitzers  now  in  depot  at  Point  Isabel,  will 
constilule  an  efficient  battery.  We  iliali  have  two, 
perhaps  three  regiments  of  horse  from  Texas,  under 
ray  original  call.  They  are  now  organizing  under 
the  governor’s  directions,  at  Point  Isabel.  These 
are  six  months’  men.  Should  1 find  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  cavalry  force,  1 can  draw  certainly  one 
regiment  from  San  Antonio,  and  still  leave  quite 
enough  for  the  expedition  to  Chihuahua. 

I have  given  my  views  on  most  of  the  points  con- 
nected with  the  operations  from  this  frontier,  pur- 
posely abstaining  from  any  reference  to  movements 
against  Tampico  or  Vera  Cruz.  The  former  place, 

1 am  induced  to  believe,  could  have  been  easily  ta- 
ken a month  since,  and  could  be  so  even  now;  hut 
the  yellow  fever  would  not  have  permitted  us  to 
hold  it,  and  I deemed  it  best  to  undertake  no  move- 
ment in  that  direction  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Should  we  advance  as  far  as  San  Luis  Potosi,  which 
has  a communication- — though  not  for  wheels — with 
Tampico,  the  possession  of  the  latter  place  would  be 
important. 

1 am  awaiting  with  the  utmost  impatience  the 
arrival  of  steamboats  suited  to  the  navigation  of 
this  river,  to  establish  a depot  at  Camargo,  and 
throw  the  troops  gradually  forward  to  that  point. — 
The  rainy  season  has  commenced,  and  the  river  is 


now  in  the  best  possible  cfliin'itioii  for  — 

Several  small  boats  were  ;o  leave  for  New  Orlaanr. 
about  tile  20'ti  of  June.  If  not  wrecked  in  the  re- 
cent severe  gales,  tliey  may  be  hourly  expected 
here. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  General,  your 
obedient  servent, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Brevet  Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Com’g. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C, 

[confidential] 

War  Department,  Washington,  July  9,  1846. 

Sia:  The  proclamation  which  you  were  directed  to 
spread  among  the  Mexican  people  will  have  put  you 
in  possession  of  the  views  of  the  government  in  re- 
lation to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  also 
in  relation  to  the  manner  of  treating  the  inhabitants. 
The  war  is  only  carried  on  to  obtain  justice,  and  the 
sooner  that  can  be  obtained,  and  with  liie  least  ex- 
penditure of  blood  and  money,  the  bfller.  One  of 
the  evils  of  war  is  the  interruption  of  diplo  atic 
communications  between  the  respective  aulhorities, 
and  the  consequent  igiicauce  under  wliich  each  par- 
ly may  lie  in  relation  to  the  views  of  the  other. — 
The  natural  sub-lilule  of  these  interrupted  diploma- 
tic commiinicatioiis  is  the  military  intercourse 
which  the  usages  of  war  allow  between  contending 
armies  in  the  field,  and  in  which  commanding  gen- 
erals can  do  much  towards  re  opening  negolialioni, 
and  smoothing  the  ' av  to  a return  of  peace. 

The  president  has  seen,  with  much  satisfaction, 
the  civility  and  kindness  ' ith  ■■  inch  you  have  trea- 
ted your  prisoners,  and  all  the  inhabitants  with  whom 
you  have  come  in  contact.  He  wisties  that  course 
of  conduct  continued,  and  all  opportunities  taken  to 
conciliate  the  inhabitants,  and  let  them  see  that 
peace  is  within  their  reach  the  moment  their  rulers 
will  consent  to  do  us  justice.  The  inhabitants  should 
be  encouraged  to  remain  in  their  towns  and  villages, 
and  these  sentiments  he  carefully  made  known  to 
them.  The  same  things  may  be  said  to  officers  made 
prisoners,  or  who  may  visit  jour  headquarters  ac- 
cording *0  the  usages  of  war;  and  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  president  that  such  visits  be  encouraged,  and 
also,  that  you  take  occasions  to  send  officers  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  enemy  for  the  military  purposes, 
real  or  ostensible,  which  are  of  ordinary  occurrence 
between  armies,  and,  in  which, opportunity  may  be 
taken  to  speak  of  the  war  itself  as  only  carried  on 
to  obtain  justice,  and  that  we  had  much  rather 
procure  that  by  negotiation  than  by  fighting.  Of 
course,  authority  to  speak  for  your  government  will 
be  disavowed,  but  a knowledge  of  its  wishes  will  be 
averred,  and  a readiness  will  be  expressed  to  com- 
municate to  your  government  the  wislies  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  negotiate  for  honorable 
peace  whenever  such  shall  be  their  vvish,  and  with 
the  assurance  that  such  overtures  will  be  met  in  a 
corresponding  spit  it  by  your  government.  A discreet 
officer,  who  understands  Spanish,  and  v-  ho  can  be 
employed  in  the  intercourse  so  usual  belw  een  armies, 
can  be  your  confidential  agent  on  such  occasions, 
and  can  mask  his  real,  under  his  ostensible  object  of 
a military  interview. 

You  will  also  readily  comprehend,  that  in  a coun- 
try so  divided  into  races,  classes,  and  parties  as 
Mexico  is,  and  with  so  many  local  divisions  among 
departments,  and  personal  divisions  among  individu- 
als, there  must  be  great  room  for  operating  on  the 
minds  and  feelings  of  large  portions  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  inducing  them  to  wish  success  to  an  inva- 
sion which  has  no  desire  to  injure  their  country,  and 
which,  in  overthrowing  their  oppressors,  may  bene- 
fit themselves.  Between  the  Spaniards  who  mono- 
polize the  wealth  and  power  of  the  country,  and 
the  mixed  Indian  race  who  bear  its  burdens,  there 
must  be  jealousy  and  animosity.  I'he  same  feelings 
must  exist  between  the  lower  and  the  higher  orders 
ol  the  clergy,  the  latter  of  whom  have  the  dignities 
and  the  revenues,  while  the  former  have  poverty  and 
labor.  In  fact,  the  curates  were  the  chief  authors 
of  the  revolution  which  separated  Mexico  from 
Spain,  and  their  relative  condition  to  their  superiors 
is  not  much  benefilted  by  it. 

Between  the  political  parties  into  which  the  coun- 
trv  is  divided,  there  must  be  some  more  liberal  and 
more  friendly  to  us  than  others;  the  same  may  bo 
said  of  rival  chiefs,  political  and  military;  and  even 
among  the  departments  there  are  local  antipathies 
and  dissensions.  In  all  this  field  of  division — in  all 
these  elements  of  social,  political,  personal,  and  lo- 
cal discord— uieT^must  be  openings  to  reach  the  in- 
terests, passions,  or  principles  of  some  ol  the  par- 
ties, and  thereby  to  conciliate  their  good  will,  and 
make  them  cu-operators  with  us  in  bringing  about 
an  honorable  and  a speedy  peace.  The  manage- 
ment of  these  delicate  movements  is  confided  to  your 
discretion,  but  they  are  not  to  paralyze  the  military 
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8rm,  **r  in  ■l-i£r»*e  to  arrest  or  retard  your  mili- 
tary (ii'ive.me  » These  must  prmeed  vigorously. 
Poll!  y anil  huefc  are  to  be  combined;  and  the  fruits 
of  Ilia  foriier  will  be  prized  as  highly  as  those  of 
the  latter 

It  is  seen  from  the  Mexican  papers  that  great  at- 
tempts are  made  to  prejudice,  and  exasperate  the 
minds  of  the  people  against  us.  The  ivar  is  repre- 
sented, on  ttieir  part,  as  one  of  “national  existence;” 
as  il  it  was  our  wi.-ti  to  destroy  ttie  Mexican  nation! 
It  is  represented  as  a war  of  “rapine  and  plunder;” 
as  if  we  intended  to  rob  and  oppress  the  people! — 
It  is  represented  a.s  a war  of  “impiety;”  as  if  we 
were  going  to  rob  churches  and  pull  down  altars!  — 
The  conduct  of  yourself,  your  olBcers  and  men,  has 
show  nil)  all  Vlexican  citizens  that  you  have  met, 
and  as  far  as  you  have  gone,  the  injustice  and  ab- 
surdity ol  all  such  imputations;  but  they  are  still 
systematically  [uop.igated  through  the  country,  and 
must  find  believers  in  a country  where  ignorance  is 
so  great  and  the  means  of  disseminating  truth  so 
small.  Tlie  counteraction  of  these  injurious  im- 
putations will  be  your  particular  duty  — first,  by  a 
continuation  of  your  just  and  honorable  conduct  to- 
wards tile  people,  their  property,  and  religion,  and 
kindness  to  prisoners;  and,  next,  by  making  it  a 
point  ill  your  interviews  with  the  commanders  of  the 
army  of  the  enemy  to  speak  of  these  unjust  imputa- 
tions lor  the  purpose  of  correcting  them.  It  is  the 
president’s  wish,  not  only  to  bring  the  war  to  a spee- 
dy conclusion,  but  so  to  comluct  it  as  to  leave  no 
lasting  animosities  oebind,  to  prejudice  the  fu- 
ture Iriendship  and  commerce  ol  the  two  countries; 
nor  to  permit  injurious  reports  to  go  forth  to  excite 
the  ill-w  ill  ol  the  other  repub'ic*,  of  Spanish  origin, 
against  us. 

Availing  yourself  of  divisions  wtMch  you  may  find 
existing  among  the  Mexican  people,  to  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made,  it  w ill  be  your  policy  to  en- 
courage the  separate  departments  or  stales,  and  e> 
pecially  ibose  -.hich  yoii  may  invade  and  occupy,  to 
declare  itieir  independence  of  the  central  govern- 
raeiit  of  Mexico,  and  either  to  be  ome  our  allies, 
or  to  assume,  as  it  is  understood  Yucatan  has  done, 
a neutral  aliitudc  in  the  existing  war  belwi  en  the 
United  Stales  and  Alexico.  In  sui  h of  the  depart- 
ments or  slates  as  may  take  Uiis  course,  you  will 
give  Die  mliatiilaols  assurances  ol  Die  protection  ol 
your  army  uriiii  ilie  leiuni  ol  peace,  so  tar  as  may  be 
coh.>istcril  ..  ito  your  military  pl.<ns  ol  operation. — 
Wneii  peace  is  mane,  iliey  may  decide  for  them 
selves  iiicii' ow  n lui  iii  ol  goiei  iimeiil.  Ill -ucli  de- 
parlmciits  as  ma  be  conquered,  or  assume  a neutral 
al'.U  .de,  you  may,  at  your  di-cieuou,  ouserve  the 
same  cuiiise  ol  cumiuct  as  Dial  prescribed  in  the  in- 
structions giv  en  to  Gen.  Kearny  by  the  department 
on  tiie  3d  Ol  June,  184(j.  A copy  of  tlie  iiistruclioiis 
to  Gen.  Kearny  is  herewidi  transmitted  to  you. 

Mu  reply  l.es  yet  been  received  to  the  inquiries 
coniaimd  in  my  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  8th 
ol  June  last.  From  your  superior  opporlutiilies  of 
acquiring  correct  inlormatiun  of  the  country  to  be 
iiitaded,  and  the  lacilities  or  ditfioullies  of  conduct- 
ing a successlul  campaign  through  it,  much  reliance 
will  be  placed  on  your  opinions.  If  Irom  all  the 
iiilormation  wliicli  you  may  communicate  to  the  de- 
partment, as  well  .is  that  derived  Irom  other  sources, 
it  stiould  appear  that  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  to 
the  conducting  ol  a campaign  Irom  Uie  Rio  Grande, 
the  present  ease  ol  your  operations,  for  any  conside- 
rable distance  into  the  inlei  ior  of  Mexico,  will  be 
very  great,  the  department  will  consider  whether 
the  m in  inVdSion  siiould  not  ultimal' ly  take  place 
from  some  otlier  point  on  the  coast — say  Tampico — 
or  some  other  point  iti  the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz. — 

1 his  suggestion  is  made  with  a view  of  calling  your 
attention  to  it,  and  to  obtain  from  you  such  inlorma- 
lion  as  you  may  be  able  to  Imparl.  Should  it  be 
deteriuineu  that  Die  main  army  stiould  invade  Alexico 
at  Some  othi  r point  iliaii  the  Rio  Graiiue — say  the 
vicinity  ol  Vera  Cntz — a large  and  suihcienl  nurnoei 
ol  iraiispori  vessels  could  be  placed  at  Ine  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  by  the  lime  the  healUiy  season  sets 
in — say  early  in  iNovember.  i'he  main  army,  with 
alt  Its  muiiitioos,  could  be  transported,  leaving  a suffi 
cieiit  lorce  behind  lu  occupy  Die  Rio  Grande  and  all 
the  towns  and  provinces  which  you  may  have  con- 
quered before  Itial  tune.  In  the  event  of  such  being 
Uie  plan  ol  operations,  your  opinion  is  desired:  what 
iiicieased  lorce,  if  any,  will  be  required  to  carry  it 
out  with  success?  VVe  learn  that  the  army  could  bo 
disembarked  a lew  miles  distant  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
readily  invest  tne  town  iii  its  roar,  without  comi  ig 
wiltiiii  the  range  ol  Die  guns  ol  the  fortress  of  San 
Joan  d’Uilua.  I’ne  town  Could  be  readily  taken  by 
laud,  wnile  me  lortress,  being  i.ivesled  by  land  and 
sea  auj  ail  ooin.iiunieatiori  cut  off,  must  soon  fall. — 
Fro.n  Vera  Cruz  to  itio  city  ol  Mexico  there  is  a fine 
load,  upo.i  wnicli  Die  diligences,  or  stage  coaclies, 
run  dally.  1 tie  distance  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city 


of  Mexico,  is  not  more  than  one  third  of  that  from 
Die  Rio  Grande  In  the  city  of  Mexico.  Upon  these 
important  points,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  in 
my  letter  of  the  8ih  of  June,  your  opinion  and  views 
are  desired  at  the  ear'iest  period  your  duties  will 
permit  you  to  give  them.  In  the  meantime,  the  de- 
parimeni  confidently  relies  on  you  to  press  forward 
your  operations  vigorously  to  the  extent  of  your 
means,  so  a.s  to  occupy  the  important  points  within 
yoor  reach,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  interior. — 
It  i«  presumed,  that  Monterey,  Chihuahua,  and  other 
places  in  your  direction  will  he  taken  and  held.  If 
m y our  power  to  give  the  information,  the  department 
lb-sires  to  he  informed  of  the  distance  from  Chihuahua 
to  GM«ymnson  the  Gulfof  California  W hether  there 
be  a road  over  which  ordnance  and  baggage  wagons 
could  be  taken,  and  whetlier  it  be  practicable  for  an 
army  to  'iiarch  from  the  former  to  the  latter  place, 
and  what  lime  would  probably  be  required  for  mount- 
ed men,  and  what  time  our  infantry  or  artillery  to  do 
so.f  This  information  is  uesired  before  the  depart- 
ment can  be  prepared  to  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  semliiig  forward  such  an  expedition. 

Your  answer  to  this  communication  you  will  please 
to  address  directly  to  Ihe  president  of  the  U-  Stales. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  L.  MARCY. 

Major  Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  com’g.  &c. 


Headquarters  army  of  occupation, 

Matamoros,  1,  1846. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  confidential  commuication  of  the  secretary  of 
war  dated  July  9th,  and  to  present  the  following 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  several  points  embraced 
in  it.  Agieeably  to  the  injunction  of  the  secretary, 
this  communication  is  addressed  directly  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

1st.  As  to  the  intercourse  with  the  enemy  apd 
means  ol  obtaining  information  with  regard  to  his 
movements,  &c.  1 fear  that  no  satisfactory  results 
will  be  obtained  in  the  way  proposed.  The  Mexican 
generals  and  other  officers  have  exhibited,  since  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  a determination  to  hold 
with  us  as  little  intercourse  as  possible.  A most 
rigid  non-intercourse  has  been  observed  throughout; 
and  since  the  17th  of  June,  no  communication  what- 
ever has  passed  between  the  headquarters  of  the 
t-vu  armies.  I shall  not  fail  to  improve  such  occa- 
sions when  they  present  themselves,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  hy  the  secretary.  Since  crossing  the 
Riu  Grande,  it  lias  been  niy  constant  aim  to  conci- 
liate Die  people  of  the  country,  and  I have  the  satis- 
f.iction  ol  believing  that  much  iiasbeendone  towards 
that  object  not  only  here  but  at  Reinoso,  Camargo, 
and  other  towns  higher  up  the  river.  The  only  ob- 
stacle I encounter  in  carrying  out  this  desirable 
policy,  arises  from  Die  employment  of  volunteer 
troops.  Some  excesses  have  been  committed  by 
them  upon  the  people  and  their  property,  and  more, 

1 fear,  are  to  be  apprehended.  With  every  exertion. 
It  IS  impossible  etiectually  to  control- these  troops, 
nnacruslomed  as  they  are  to  the  discipline  of  camps, 
and  losing  in  bodies,  the  restraining  sense  of  individual 
responsibility.  With  increased  length  of  service, 
these  evils,  it  is  hoped,  will  diminish. 

2d.  In  regard  to  availing  ourselves  of  internal  di- 
visions and  discords  among  the  Mexicans,  it  is  hardly 
lime  yet  to  s^y  how  far  this  may  be  relied  upon  as 
an  element  of  success.  I have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  country  lying  between  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Sierra  Madre  is  disposed  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
the  central  government,  and  will,  perhaps,  do  so  as 
soon  as  it  finds  a strong  American  force  between  it 
and  the  capital.  1 shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  en- 
courage this  movement,  of  which  I receive  indica- 
tions Irom  many  quarters,  and  shall  comply  fully 
with  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  on  that  point. 

3d.  As  to  the  military  operations  best  calculated 
to  secure  an  early  and  honorable  peace,  my  report 
of  July  2 will  have  pul  the  department  in  possession 
of  my  views  tuucbiiig  operations  in  this  quarter,  and 
I have  now  lillie  to  add  to  that  report.  Whether  a 
large  lores  can  be  subsisted  beyond  Monterey,  must 
be  determined  by  actual  experiment,  and  will  de- 
pend much  upon  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants 
towards  us.  If  a column — say  10,000  men — can  be 
sustained  in  provisions  at  Saltillo,  il  may  advance 
thence  upon  San  Luis  Potosi;  and  1 doubt  not,  would 
speedily  bring  proposals  for  peace.  If  on  the  other 
band,  a culunin  cannot  be  sustained  beyond  Monte- 
rey, il  will  be  for  the  government  to  determine,  from 
considerations  of  slate,  whether  a simple  occupation 
of  the  frontier  departments,  (including  Chihuahua 
and  New  Mexico)  or  in  addition  to  such  occupation 
an  expedition  against  the  capital  [by  way  of  Vera 
Cruz]  be  most  expedient.  1 cannot  give  a positive 
opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  an  expedition 
agaiusl  Vera  Cruz,  or  the  amouat  of  lorco  that 


would  probably  be  required  for  it.  The  department 
of  war  must  be  much  better  informed  than  I am  on 
that  point.  From  the  impracticable  character  of  tba 
routes  from  Tampico,  particularly  that  leading  to 
Mexico,  I should  judge  an  expedition  against  the 
capital  from  that  point,  to  be  out  of  the  question. — 
The  simultaneous  embarkation  of  a large  body  of 
troops  at  Brazos  Santiago,  as  proposed  in  the  secre- 
tary’s communication,  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  delay  and  danger 
which  accompany  the  unloading  of  single  transports, 
owing  to  the  almost  perpetual  roughness  of  the  bar, 
and  boisterous  chararDer  of  the  anchorage.  It  may 
also  well  be  questioned  whether  a force  of  volunteers, 
without  much  instruction,  more  than  those  now  here 
can  receive  in  season  for  such  an  expedition,  can 
prudently  be  allowed  to  form  the  bulk  of  an  army 
destined  for  so  delicate  an  operation  as  a descent 
upon  a foreign  coast,  where  it  can  have  no  proper 
base  of  operation  for  supplies, 

I have  already  bad  occasion  to  represent  to  the 
department  that  the  volunteer  force  ordered  to  report 
to  me  here,  is  much  greater  than  I possibly  can  em- 
ploy, at  any  rate  in  the  first  instance;  the  influx  of 
twelve  months’  volunteers  has  ever  impeded  my 
forward  movement  by  engrossing  all  the  resource! 
of  the  quartermaster’s  department,  to  land  them  and 
transport  them  to  healthy  positions.  This  circum- 
stance, in  connexion  with  the  possibility  of  an  expe- 
dition against , leads  me  to  regret  that  one 

division  of  the  volunteers  bad  not  been  encamped— 
say  at  Pass  Christian — where  it  could  have  been 
instructed  until  its  services  were  required  in  the 
field. 

These  embarrassments,  however,  are  now  mostly 
overcome;  the  regular  force  is  nearly  ail  at  Camargo; 
and  all  the  arrangements  are  made  to  throw  forward 
the  volunteers  to  the  same  point.  The  president  may 
be  assured  that  no  one  laments  more  than  1 do  the  in- 
evitable difficulties  and  delays  that  have  attended  our 
operations  here,  and  that  no  exertion  of  mine  has 
been,  or  will  be  wanting  to  press  forward  the  cam- 
paign with  all  possible  vigor.  But  1 deem  it  indispen- 
sable to  lake  such  an  amount  of  force,  and  observe 
such  precautions  as  are  not  to  leave  success  a matter 
of  doubt. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  relative  to  tha  route  from 
Chihuahaa  to  Guaymas,  1 have  the  honor  to  submit 

a memorandum  derived  from , an  American 

gentleman  residing  in  this  place,  who  has  lived  in 
Chihuahua,  and  travelled  over  the  routes.  The 
distances  on  the  mule  route  are  probably  overrated, 
as  it  13  a direct  route  across  the  mountains.  The 
wagon  road  by  the  city  of  Arispe,  is  the  only  one 
practicable  for  arlillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  General  U.S.  A.  commanding. 

To  his  excellency,  the  hon.  James  K.  Folk, 

President  of  the  U.  S.  Washington,  D.  C. 


Memorandum.  Of  two  routes  from  Chihuahua  to 
Guaymas — one  a wagon  road — the  other  to  be  travel- 
led only  with  mutes  and  packs. 

The  wagon  road  from  Chihuahua  to  Guaymas 
leads  at  first  in  a northwest  direction  to  the  small 
village  of  Carmel  upon  a large  creek,  110  miles;  the 
next  village  is  Galeana,  also  on  a large  creek,  50 
miles;  then  Casas  Grandes,  36  miles;  then  Presidio 
de  Yar,os,39  miles.  This  is  the  most  N.  W.  settlement, 
at  a distance  of  235  miles  from  Chihuahua.  From 
Dus  point,  the  road  bears  to  the  southward,  having 
made  this  turn  to  avoid  the  high  mountains.  At 
70  miles  from  Yarios,  the  Sonora  line  is  crossed,  and 
we  enter  the  department  or  state  of  that  nanie.  It 
is  thence  80  miles  to  Fronteras,  thence  60  miles  to 
Bacuachi,  acd  40  thence  to  Arispe,  the  capital  of  the 

state — making  from  Yanos  to  Arispe,  250  miles. 

Arispe  contains  5,000  inhabitants,  and  is  on  a small 
river  called  the  Sonora  river.  From  Arispe  to  Pitic 
or  Hermosillo,  it  is  250  miles;  and  thence  to  Guaymas, 
60  miles — making  from  Arispe  to  Guaymas,  310 
miles,  and  from  Chihuahua  to  Guaymas  by  the  wa- 
gon route,  795  miles.  The  mule  route  Irom  Chihua- 
hua to  Guaymas,  to  be  travelled  with  packs  only, 
leaves  Chihuahua,  in  a direction  a little  south  of 
west,  to  the  mining  town  of  Cosiquiriachi,  70  miles; 
then  40  miles  to  Sierra  Prieta;  then  40  miles  to  Con- 
cepcion; then  over  the  first  mountain  to  Jesus  Maria 
140  miles — making  from  Chihuahua  to  Jesus  Maria, 
260  miles.  Jesus  Maria  being  an  extensive  mining 
town,  numbers  10,000  inhabitants;  thence  to  Real 
de  Alamos,  240  miles;  thence  to  Pitic  or  Hermosillo, 
250  miles;  and  thence  to  Guaymas  as  before,  60 
miles — making  the  distance  from  Chihuahua  to  Gua- 
yoaas,  by  tha  mule  route  810  miles.  This  route  is 
over  slupendous  mountains;  it  crosses  Die  Huaqui 
l iver,  and  passes  through  the  tribe  of  Indians  of  that 
uame. 
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WAGON  ROUTE. 


Chihuahua  to  Carmel 

110  miles. 

to  Galeana 

50 

(t 

to  Casasy  Grandas 

36 

C< 

to  Presidio  de  Qanos 

39 

it 

to  Line  of  Sonora 

80 

4C 

to  Fronteras 

70 

(( 

to  Bacuaebi 

60 

i( 

to  Arispe 

40 

(4 

to  Pitic 

250 

44 

to  Guaymas 

60 

44 

Chihuahua  to  Guaymus 

MULE  ROUTE. 

795 

44 

Chihuahua  to  Cosiquiriachi 

40 

miles. 

to  Sierra  Prieta 

40 

44 

to  Concepcion 

40 

44 

to  Je^us  Maria 

140 

to  Reside  Alamos 

240 

4C 

to  Pitic 

250 

44 

to  Guaymas 

60 

4t 

Chihuahua  to  Guaymas 

810 

44 

[This  despatch  was  intercepted  by  the  enemy.] 
War  Department, 
Washington,  September  2,  1846. 
Sir:  It  is  intended  to  make  a descent  on  the  gulf 
coast  of  Mesieo  as  soon  as  the  season  shall  have  so 
far  advanced  as  to  render  it  safe  in  regard  to  the 
health  of  our  troops. 

Our  attention  is  turned  to  Tampico  as  one  of  the 
places  for  the  attack.  It  maybe  important  to  take 
that  place,  and  hold  possession  of  it  and  the  surroun- 
ding country,  with  reference  to  your  line  of  opera- 
tions. Though  our  information  is  not  so  full  and  ac- 
curate as  we  desire  in  relation  to  the  interior  of  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  Tampico,  yet  it  is  such  as 
induces  us  to  believe  that  this  will  be  an  important 
position  to  be  occupied  to  facilitate  the  future  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  The  possession  of  the  northern 
provinces  of  Mexico  as  far  south  as  San  Luis  de 
Fotosi,  is  undoubtedly  an  important  object  with  re- 
ference to  bringing  the  war  to  a successful  termina- 
tion. The  difficulties  you  will  encounter  in  pushing 
your  forces  thus  far,  can  be  much  better  apprecia- 
ted by  yourself  than  any  other.  San  Luis  de  Poto- 
si  is  stated  to  be  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  Tampico;  and  if  there 
be  a good  road  between  these  two  places — as  some 
allege  to  be  the  case,  while  it  is  questioned  by  others 
— it  will  be  highly  advantageous  to  have  possession 
of  Tampico,  and  to  penetrate  the  country  from  that 
point  in  the  |direction  of  San  Luis  de  Potosi  with 
a considerable  foice.  This  matter  is  under  consider- 
ation and  will  receive  the  attention  it  deserves.  It 
is  important  in  respect  to  the  plan  of  operations  to 
be  adopted  for  a movement  on  this  point,  that  you 
should  furnish  the  government  here,  at  the  earliest 
period,  with  your  opinion  of  the  progress  you  will 
be  able  to  make  on  your  present  line  of  operations, 
When  you  shall  have  arrived  at  Monterey,  you  will 
be  enabled  to  determine  as  to  the  practicability  of 
your  further  progress.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
know  whether  you  can  reach  San  Luis  de  Potosi, 
and  your  opinion  on  this  point  is  particulaily  desired. 
The  administration  is,  to  some  extent,  aware  of  the 
obstacles  you  will  have  to  encounter,  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  sustaining  so  long  a line  of  communication, 
and  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  force  vvhich  will 
oppose  you,  but  your|better  inlorn  ation  on  these  se- 
veral points  will  enable  you  to  form  much  more  ac- 
curate opinions. 

Your  views  also  as  to  the  effect  of  taking  pos- 
session of  Tampico,  of  penetrating  the  enemy’s 
country  from  that  point,  of  the  amount  and  kind 
of  force  to  be  assigned  to  that  service,  are  desired. 

It  is  not  intended  to  weaken  the  force  of  your  ad- 

Taneing  column  by  any  movements  on  the  coast 

It  is  supposed  that  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand 
men  will  be  a sufficient  number  of  troops  to  lake 
«nd  hold  possession  of  Tampico.  At  least  hall 
of  this  force  ought  to  Le  of  ihe  regular  army. — 
These,  it  is  presumed,  can  be  obtained  without 
withdrawing  any  of  that  description  of  force  now 
with  you. 

The  amount  of  the  volunteer  force  required  for 
this  purpose  can  be  taken  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
it  is  presumed  without  too  much  w eakening  that  line. 

As  you  are  jn  a situation  to  obtain  more  full  and 
accurate  information  in  relation  to  all  the  matters 

touched  on  in  this  communication,  it  is  desirable 

indeed  quite  important — that  the  administration 
should  have  your  views  upon  them.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  assure  you  that  they  will  have  an  important 
influence  upon  its  determin.ations. 

1 am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  serv’t, 

W.  L.  MARCy,  Secretary  oj' war. 
Major  Gen.  Z.  Tavlor,  commanding  U.  fcl.  army  in 

Mexico,  Camargo,  Mexico. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  22,  1846. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  a copy  of  a despatch — 
herewith  confidentially  communicated,  from  the 
Mexican  government,  in  reply  to  one  fiom  our  own, 
proposing  to  open  negotiations  for  terminating 
the  existing  war  by  a peace  just  and  honorable 
to  both  parties — that  the  Mexican  authorities 
have  declined  to  treat  at  this  time,  and  defer  defi- 
nite action  on  our  offer  until  the  advice  of  a new 
congress,  to  assemble  on  the  6th  of  December  next, 
can  be  taken. 

This  determination  on  the  part  of  our  enemy  has  an 
important  bearing  on  our  military  movements,  and 
suggests  the  propriety  of  a change  of  policy  in  re- 
gard to  our  dealings  with  the  people  of  the  country 
occupied  by  our  troops. 

Public  opinion,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  will  have 
-some  influence  upon  the  decision  of  that  congress. — 
The  progress  of  our  arms,  and  the  positions  we  may 
occupy  when  that  body  shall  come  together,  cannot 
fail  to  have  effect  upon  its  action  in  regard  to  our 
proposal  to  negotiate.  Should  the  campaign  be 
successful,  and  our  troops  be  in  possession  of  im- 
portant departments  of  the  enemy’s  country,  the  in- 
ducement for  a speedy  peace  will  be  greatly  strength- 
ened 

It  is  far  from  being  certain  that  our  military  oc- 
cupation ol  the  enemy’s  country  is  not  a blessing  to 
the  inhabitants  in  the  vieinity.  They  are  shielded 
from  the  burdens  and  exactions  of  their  own  autho 
rities,  protected  in  their  persons,  and  furnished  with 
a most  profitable  market  for  most  kinds  of  their  pro- 
perty. A state  of  things  so  favorable  to  their  in- 
terests may  induce  them  to  wish  the  continuance  of 
hostilities. 

The  instructions  heretofore  given  have  required 
you  to  treat  with  great  kindness  the  people,  to  re- 
spect private  property,  and  to  abstain  from  appro- 
priating it  to  the  public  use  without  purchase  at  a 
fair  price.  In  some  respects,  this  is  going  far  be- 
yond the  common  requirements  of  civilized  warfare. 
An  invading  army  has  the  unquestionable  right  to 
draw  Its  supplies  from  the  enemy  without  paying  for 
them,  and  to  require  coniributions  for  its  support. — 
It  may  be  proper,  and  good  policy  requires  that  dis- 
criminations should  be  made  in  imposing  these  bur- 
dens. Those  who  ara  friendly  disposed  or  contribute 
aid  should  be  treated  with  liberality;  yet  the  enemy 
may  he  made  to  feel  the  weight  of  the  war,  and 
thereby  become  interested  to  use  their  best  efforts  to 
bring  about  a state  of  peace. 

It  is  also  but  just  that  a nation  which  is  in- 
volved in  a war,  to  obtain  justice  or  to  maintain 
its  just  rights,  should  shift  the  burden  of  it,  as  far 
as  practicable,  from  itself,  by  throwing  it  upon  the 
enemy. 

Upon  the  liberal  principles  of  civilized  warfare, 
either  of  three  modes  may  be  pursued  in  relation  to 
obtaining  supplies  from  the  enemy:  first  to  purchase 
them  on  such  terms  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
may  choose  to  exact;  second,  to  pay  a fair  price 
without  regard  to  the  enhanced  value  resulting  from 
the  presence  of  a foreign  army;  and  third,  to  require 
them  as  contributions  without  paying  or  engaging'to 
pay  therefor. 

The  last  mode  is  the  ordinary  one,  and  you  are 
instructed  to  adopt  it,  if  in  that  way  you  are  satisfi- 
ed you  can  get  abundant  supplies  for  your  forces; 
but  should  you  apprehend  a difficulty  in  this  respect, 
then  you  will  adopt  the  policy  of  paying  the  ordina- 
ry price,  without  allowing  to  the  owners  the  advan- 
tages of  the  enhanci  ment  of  the  price  resulting 
from  the  increased  demand.  Should  you  apprehend 
a deficiency  under  this  last  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
inhabitants,  you  will  be  obliged  to  submit  to  their 
exactions,  provided  by  this  mode  you  can  supply 
your  wants  on  better  terms  than  by  drawing  what 
you  may  need  from  the  United  States.  Should  you 
attempt  to  supply  your  troops  by  contributions,  or 
the  appropriation  ol  private  property,  you  w ill  be 
carelul  to  exempt  the  property  of  all  foreigners  from 
any  and  all  exactions  whatsoever.  The  president 
hopes  you  will  be  able  to  deriv  e from  the  enemy’s 
country,  without  expense  to  the  United  States,  the 
supplies  you  may  need,  or  a considerable  part  of 
them;  but  should  you  tail  in  this,  you  will  procure  I 
them  in  the  most  economical  manner. 

it  is  proposed  to  take  possession  of  the  department 
of  Tamaulipas,  or  some  of  the  principal  places  in 
it,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period.  In  this  en- 
terprise, it  is  believed  that  a co-operation  of  our 
squadron  in  the  gulf  will  be  important,  if  not  ne- 
cessary. It  is  presumed  that  a force  of  about  three 
or  four  thousand  men  will  be  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose— one  third  of  which  should  be  of  the  regular 
army. 

We  have  not  now  sufficiently  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  country  to  determine  definitely  as  to  the  man 
ner  of  conducting  this  enterprise.  'I'he  dangerous 


navigation  of  the  gulf  at  this  season  of  the  year,  in- 
duces the  hope  that  a column  may  be  advanced  by 
land  from  the  present  base  of  operations — the  Rio 
Grande;  and  that  it  may  have  an  occasional  commu- 
nication with  our  ships  in  the  gulf.  Should  this  land 
route  route  be  adjudged  impracticable,  or  a debarka- 
tion be  preferred,  two  points  of  landing  lave  been 
suggested,  one  at  the  Bay  of  Santander,  and  the  oth- 
er at  Tampico.  If  a force  be  landed  at  the  Bay  of 
Santander,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Soto  la  Marina,  it 
could  probably  reach,  without  much  difficulty,  some 
of  the  principal  places  in  the  department  of  Tamau- 
lipas,  andjmarch  to,?and  take  possession  of  Tampico; 
while  the  route  is  yet  open  to  be  settled,  as  a better 
knowledge  of  the  country  may  indicate,  it  is  proper 
to  speak  more  in  detail  of  the  force  to  be  employed 
on  this  service. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  withdraw  any  of  tlTat  now 
with  you  in  your  advance  into  the  interior,  nor  to 
divert  any  of  the  reinforcements  that  you  may  need 
to  carry  on  your  operations  in  that  quarter.  It  is 
believed  that  a sufficient  force  of  the  regular  army 
for  this  expedition — about  one  regiment — may  be 
drawn  from  the  sea-board,  including  such  companies 
as  may  have  been  left  on  the  lower  Rio  Grande,  and 
can  be  spared  for  that  purpose.  If  a column  should 
advance  beyond  that  river  into  the  interior  of  Ta- 
meulipas,  a part  of  the  troops  now  on  that  line, 
might,  it  is  presumed,  be  safely  withdrawn  to  aug- 
ment the  invading  column.  It  is  not,  however,  in- 
tended to  weaken  the  force  on  that  line  any  further 
than  it  can,  in  your  opinion,  he  safely  done. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  put  the  force  for  the  inva- 
sion of  Tamaulipas  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Major  General  Patterson,  to  be  accompanied  by 
Brigadier  Generals  Pillow  and  Shields,  unless  it 
should  interfere  with  your  previous  arrangement 
with  regard  to  these  officers.  To  prevent  delay. 
General  Patterson  will  be  directed  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  this  movement,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done 
without  disturbing  your  present  arrangements  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  proceed  immediately,  and  without 
further  orders  from  the  department,  unless  you  should 
be  of  opinion  that  ttie  withdrawal  of  the  force  pro- 
posed for  this  expedition,  would  interfere  with  your 
operations.  This  direction  is  given  to  Gen  Patterson, 
because  the  time  necessary  to  receive  information 
from  you  and  return  an  answer  from  the  department 
may  be  the  propitious  moment  for  operating  with  ef- 
fect. The  movement  ought  to  be  made  with  the 
least  possible  delay  consistently  with  the  health  ef 
the  troops.  It  will  be  left  to  Gen.  Patterson,  under 
your  instructions,  to  decide  whether  the  movement 
shall  be  by  land  or  sea,  or  partly  by  each.  It  is  de- 
sired that  you  should  give  him  your  views  in  regard 
to  the  last  mode  of  prosecuting  this  expedition,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  amount  and  description  of  force, 
and  the  quantity  and  kind  of  ordnance,  &c.,  &c., 
which  may  be  required.  Preparatory  arrangement# 
will  be  immediately  ordered  here  for  fitting  out  the 
expedition  therein  proposed,  by  which  transports, 
provisions,  &c.,  will  be  in  readiness  at  the  Brazos 
Santiago.  By  the  time  this  communication  will  be 
received  by  you,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  have 
reached  Monterey,  and  perhaps  Saltillo,  and  be  able 
to  present  to  the  department  a satislaciory  opinion 
of  your  ability  to  progress  beyond  that  point.  We 
shall  anxiously  lock  lor  information  from  you. — 
Your  advance  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  if  practicable,  is 
rendered  greatly  more  important  by  the  movement 
contemplated  to  Tampico,  by  which  you  will,  it  is 
believed,  be  enabled  loeflect  a co-operation  with  ihe 
squadron,  and  with  the  column  under  Major  General 
Patterson,  on  a line  in  advance  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  squ  adron  is  now  under  orders  to  attack  Tam- 
pico, wiih  every  prospect  of  success,  and  the  proba- 
bility is  that  the  place  will  be  captured  in  advance 
of  Gen.  Patterson’s  movement. 

1 enclose  for  your  perusal  the  last  despatch  re- 
ceived from  Coin.  Conner,  which  contains  interes- 
ting information  on  Mexican  affairs. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY, 
Secretary  of  war. 

Major  Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  ara.y  of  occu- 
pation on  the  Rio  Grande. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  September  22,  1846. 

Sir:  With  this  you  will  receive  a copy  of  despatch 
forwarded  to  Major  Gen’l  Taylor.  In  that  despatch 
you  will  find  the  views  of  the  government  in  rela- 
lion  to  an  expedition  to  be  fitted  out  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  southern  part  of  the  department  or  state 
of  Tamaulipas.  Unless  General  Taylor  has  made 
arrangements  to  employ  you  otherwise,  it  is  design- 
ed that  this  expedition  shall  be  under  your  immediate 
command.  We  have  not  the  requisite  information 
to  enable  us  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  land  or  by  w ater,  or  in  part  by  each,  it 
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ia  Terj  important  that  the  department  here  should 
be  put  in  possession  of  all  the  inlormalioii  winch 
can  be  collected  on  the  subject  at  the  earliest  per  id. 
You  are  therefore  directed  to  forward  to  this  de- 
partment, with  the  least  possible  delay,  all  the  facts 
you  can  collect  on  this  subject.  We  are  aware  that 
the  land  route  is  long,  and  but  for  the  dangerous 
navigation  at  this  season  of  the  year,  we  should  at 
once  determine  to  proceed  along  the  coast  by  water, 
and  make  debarkations  at  certain  points.  Your  par- 
ticular attention  should  be  directed  to  this  matter. 
In  case  of  a debarkation  on  this  coast,  it  is  presum- 
ed a smaller  force  would  effect  the  objects  of  the 
enterprise  than  would  be  required  for  a land  expe- 
dition: You  will  perceive  that  I have  suggested  in 

my  communication  to  General  Taylor  that  three  or 
four  thousand  men  may  be  considered  a column  of 
sufficient  strength  for  penetrating  the  interior  of  the 
department  of  Tamaulipas.  Perhaps  we  have  not 
rightly  estimated  the  obstacles  which  may  be 
brought  to  resist  this  movement.  On  this  point  the 
department  desires  to  be  favored  with  your 
views.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  any  part  of  the 
force  DOW  with  General  Taylor  can  be  withdrawn, 
and  it  may  be  that  he  is  calculating  upon  rein- 
forcements. If  so,  then  it  may  be  difficult  to  assem- 
ble a larger  force  than  that  named  for  this  underta- 
king. 

The  Rio  Grande  is  regarded  the  base  of  opera- 
ations,  and  that  must  be  firmly  maintained.  It  is 
left  to  General  Taylor  to  determine  what  force  is 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  But  the  movement  of 
the  expedition  is  not — as  you  will  learn  from  my 
letter  to  Gen’l  Taylor — to  be  delayed  for  further  di- 
rection from  this  place  as  to  the  mode  of  advancing 
into  the  enemy’s  country.  As  soon  as  you  shall  learn 
from  General  Taylor  that  a sufficient  force  for  the 
enterprise  can  be  spared,  and  receive  his  directions 
in  regard  to  it,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  putting  them 
in  execution.  If  General  Taylor  should  not  give 
directions  to  moving  by  land  or  water,  the  choice 
will  then  be  left  for  your  determination.  As  soon 
as  you  have  settled  this|point,  you  will  at  once  make 
known  to  the  officers  ol  ihe  several  branches  of  the 
public  service,  now  on  the  Rio  Grande,  what  may  be 
required.  7'hey  will  be  instructed  to  comply  with 
your  requisiiions  as  expeditiously  as  practicable. — 
Measures  will  be  adopted,  by  direction  from  this  de- 
partment, to  have  them  prepared  to  answer  the  re- 
quisitions you  may  make  on  them. 

Should  you  determine  to  embark  your  troops  in 
transports,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  earliest 
notice,  not  only  to  the  department,  but  also  to  the 
commander  of  our  squadron  in  the  gulf,  who  will  be 
instructed  to  dispatch  a force  to  attend  your  move- 
ments, and  to  co-operate  with  you,  should  there  be 
occasion  for  such  aid. 

It  is  proper  to  apprize  you  that  the  squadron  has 
orders  to  attack  and  capture  Tampico.  This  may 
be  done  without  waiting  for  the  presence  of  the 
land  forces. 

Your  atioiilion  is  directed  to  that  part  of  the  des- 
patch to  General  Taylor  which  relates  to  subsis- 
ting our  troops  while  in  the  enemy’s  country,  by 
supplies  to  be  procured  from  the  inhabitants  thereof. 
Should  the  representations  which  have  been  made 
of  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  people  of  Tamauii- 
pas  towards  tbe  United  States,  and  of  their  disposi- 
tion to  withdraw  from  the  Mexican  government  be 
realized,  you  will  treat  them  with  great  kindness, 
and  cherish  friendly  relations  with  them.  Hut  should 
they  manifest  decidediy  hostile  feelings  towards  our 
people  and  government,  you  will  acton  the  same 
principles  in  your  treatment  of  them  which  have 
been  prescribed  to  Genera)  Taylor.  This  matter  is 
left  to  your  discretion,  which  will  be  infiuenced  and 
conlrolled  by  circumstances. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  is  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication to  General  Taylor,  ibat  the  Brigadier 
Generals  Pillow  and  Shields  should  be  assigned  to 
tbe  expedition  under  your  coinmamd.  Should  this 
•uggesiion  be  adopted  by  him,  you  will,  as  a matter 
of  course,  avail  yourself  ol  their  services  in  collec- 
ting the  information  desired,  and  in  preparing  for, 
as  well  as  in  conducting  the  contemplated  enter- 
prise. 

'I'he  department  will  expect  from  you,  without 
the  delay  of  sending  through  General  Taylor,  a re- 
ply to  this  coiiimuoicatioii,  embracing  your  views 
and  all  the  fads  you  may  possess  on  the  points  sug- 
gested for  your  cousideration,  and  on  any  other  ha- 
ving a bearing  on  inuUers  connected  with  the  pro- 
posed exped. lion.  I'liis  communication,  as  well  as 
that  of  General  Taylor,  will  be  sent  by  a messenger, 
with  insiruciions  to  deliver  it  to  you,  or,  in  your  ab- 
sence to  either  General  Pillow  or  General  Shields. 
He  will  proceed  with  that  to  General  Taylor  to  his 
headquarters.  You  will,  if  in  your  power,  afl'ord 
him  all  necessary  lacilities  for  sending  him  for- 
ward. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

Ser.retary  of  war. 

Major  General  Patterson. 

[Ni  xt  follows  General  Taylor’s  letter  of  Septem- 
ber 25,  1846,  announcing  the  attack  on  Monterey, — 
and  then  follow  the  notes  that  passed  between  Gen. 
Taylor  and  the  Mexican  officers,  relative  to  a surren- 
der of  Monterey  .and  the  articles  of  capitulation,  all 
of  which  having  already  been  inserted  in  the  Regis- 
ter,— are  omitted  here.] 

TVar  Department,  Washington,  Oot  13,  1846. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  22d,  23d,  and 
25th  ultimo,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  army  un- 
der your  immediate  command  at  Monterey,  have 
been  received.  The  skill,  courage,  and  gallant  con- 
duct displayed  on  that  occasion  by  the  troops  under 
your  command,  both  regulars  and  volunteers,  have 
added  glory  to  our  arms,  and  merit  from  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  the  warmest 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  praise. 

In  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of 
Monterey,  the  president  instructs  me  to  say  that  he 
regrets  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  insist  upon 
the  terms  which  you  had  first  proposed.  The  cir- 
ciimstaoces  which  dictated,  doubtless  justified  the 
change.  The  president  uninformed  of  these  circum- 
stances, does  not  know  in  what  degree  the  recent 
change  in  the  government  of  Mexico  may  have 
contributed  to  this  result;  certain  it  is,  however, 
that  the  present  rulers  of  that  republic  have  not 
yet  given  any  evidence  that  they  are  “favorable  to 
the  interests  of  peace.’’  Of  this  you  will  have  al- 
ready been  informed  by  my  despatch  of  tbe  22d 
ultimo. 

The  government  did  not  contemplate,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  tenor  of  the  despatches  from  this  de- 
partment, that  there  would  probably  happen  any 
contingency  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  which 
it  would  be  expedient  to  suspend  hostilities  before 
the  oB'erof  acceptable  terms  of  peace. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  22d  ultimo,  which  had  not 
reached  you  when  you  entered  into  the  arrangement 
with  General  Ampudia  on  the  25th  ultimo,  there  are 
considerations  and  facts  stated,  which  render  the 
continuance  of  the  armistice  extremely  embarrass- 
ing. As  the  offer  recently  made  by  the  U.  Slates  to 
open  negotiations  for  a peace  was  not  acceded  to  by 
the  present  rulers  of  Mexico,  but  reserved  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  and  acted  on  by  a congress  to  be  assembled 
on  the  6th  of  December  next,  it  was  deemed  by  the 
government  here,  highly  important,  that  the  war  in 
tbe  mean  time  should  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost 
vigor,  to  the  end  that  they  might  be  made  sensible  of 
the  evils  of  its  continuance,  and  thereby  become 
more  inclined  to  bring  it  to  a speedy  close.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  policy,  an  expedition  was  proposed,  in 
my  despatch  of  the  22d  ult.,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking 
possession  of  tbe  entire  department  of  Tamaulipas, 
and,  under  tbe  belief  that  it  would  nut  interfere  with 
your  plans  and  operations,  no  doubt  was  entertained 
that  it  would  receive  your  concurrence  and  sup- 
port. In  anticipation  thereof,  measures  have  been 
already  taken  to  carry  it  out  at  the  earliest  practica- 
ble period. 

By  the  arrangement  you  have  made  for  a tempo- 
rary suspension  of  hostilitie.s,  within  certain  limits  of 
the  enemy’s  country,  if  continued  to  the  end  of  the 
time  stipulated,  a considerable  part  of  Tamaulipas 
will  be  exempted  from  military  operations,  until 
within  a few  days  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Mexican  congress,  and  the  expedition  thereby 
delayed,  or  if  prosecuted  by  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
might  bring  into  question  the  good  faith  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

In  the  despatch,  before  referred  to,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  an  attack  by  our  naval  force  upon  some 
places  on  the  coast  of  Tamaulipas  is  also  contem- 
plated. Whatever  may  be  tbe  advantage  or  the 
necessity  of  the  co-operation  of  a land  force,  it  must 
be  withiield  until  near  the  ciuse  uf  November,  if  llie 
armistice  is  continued  to  the  end  of  the  stipulated 
period. 

Tbe  government  is  fully  persuaded  that,  if  you  had 
been  aware  uf  the  special  reasons  disclosed  in  the 
despatch  of  tbe  22d  ultimo,  and  Ihe  intentions  of  the 
government,  still  entertained,  you  would  not  have 
acceded  to  the  suspension  of  hostilities  for  even  the 
limited  period  specified  in  the  articles  of  capitulation; 
hut  as  lit  conliiiuance  depecid-i  upon  the  orders  of 
y.iur  goveriimeHt,  you  are  instructed  to  give  tiie 
requisite  notice  that  the  armistice  is  to  cease  at  once, 
aud  that  each  party  is  at  liberty  to  resume  and  prose- 
cute hostilities  witlioul  restriction. 

The  city  of  Monterey  is  regarded  as  an  important 
acquisition.  Wtule  held  by  a competent  force,  the 
aulburilies  of  Mexico  may  be  considered  as  dispoi- 


sessed  ol  the  department  of  New  Leon.  It  is  there- 
fore proposed  that  you  should  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  retaining  possession  of  it  during 
the  war.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  suggested  that  you 
should  strengthen  its  defences,  and  take  the  proper 
measures  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  forces  which 
may  be  there  stationed,  not  only  for  holding  it  se- 
curely, but  for  carrying  on  military  operations  in  the 
northern  provinces  of  Mexico. 

Not  only  Monterey,  but  the  state  of  New  Leon 
may,  it  is  presumed,  be  regarded  as  a conquered 
country,  and,  as  a consequence,  the  civil  authorities 
of  Mexico  are  in  a measure  superseded,  or,  at  least, 
subject  to  your  control.  You  will  give  lliis  aubject 
your  consideration,  and  permit  only  such  civil  func- 
tionaries to  retain  and  exercise  power  as  are  well 
disposed  towards  the  United  Slates. 

It  is  an  object  of  much  interest  to  the  government 
to  be  put  in  possession  of  your  views  as  to  your  future 
operations.  The  advantages  and  the  difficulties  of 
penetrating  further  into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  are 
now  probably  satisfactorily  ascertained  by  you.— 
Would  it,  in  your  judgment  be  advisable,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  advance  beyond  Monte- 
rey, or  the  positions  necessary  to  its  security? — 
The  department  has  not  tbe  requisite  information 
to  enable  it  to  answer  this  question,  but  must  leave 
it  to  your  determination  and  to  your  discretion, 
to  act  in  accordance  with  your  views  upon  that 
point. 

In  your  communications  of  the  2d  of  July,  aud  1st 
of  August,  you  express  the  opinion,  that  your  opera- 
tions should  be  confined  to  the  northern  provinces  of 
Mexico,  but  whether,  in  carrying  out  your  views,  you 
proposed  to  advance  beyond  the  point  you  have 
reached  or  Saltillo,  is  not  staled,  and  probably  could 
not  be  determined  till  your  arrival  at  Monterey.  It 
is  desirable  to  do  whatever  can  be  done  to  mjke  ao 
impression  upon  the  enemy,  but  to  determine  what 
it  shall  be,  requires  knowledge  of  tbe  localities  of 
the  country,  of  the  means  at  your  command,  the 
force  and  resources  of  the  enemy— in  fine,  such  know- 
ledge as  you  possess  or  have  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing. 

The  season  for  carrying  on  military  operations  in 
the  enemy’s  country  lying  on  the  gull',  has  now  ar- 
rived. It  is  deemed  important,  that  we  should  have 
possession  of  the  whole  of  Tamaulipas  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Mexican  congress  in  December.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  expedition  for  lliat  purpose,  sug- 
gested in  my  communication  of  the  22J  of  Septem- 
ber, can  be  organized  and  sent  forward  without  at  ail 
interfering  with  the  contemplated  operation  of  the 
forces  under  your  immediate  command. 

Among  the  officers  presented  to  your  consideration 
to  be  employed  in  this  expedition  was  Brigadier  Gen. 
Shields.  Attention  was  directed  to  him,  by  the 
knowledge  that  be  bad  become  acquainted  with  some 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Tamaulipas,  and  by 
that  means  had  acquired  infarmation  which  would 
have  been  useful  in  conducting  the  enterprise.  He 
has,  however,  since  received  orders  to  join  General 
Wool,  and  probably  cannot  be  conveniently  recalled. 
If  this  can  be  done,  and  another  brigadier  sent  to 
General  Wool,  it  miglit  be  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic service  to  make  the  exchange.  This  is,  however, 
left  entirely  to  yourself.  As  to  tbe  employment  of 
Major  General  Patterson,  and  Brig.  General  Pillow, 
Ihe  wishes  of  the  president  and  department  are  un- 
changed. 

it  IS  under  consideration  by  the  government, 
though  not  yet  fully  determined,  to  land  a consider- 
able force  in  the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz,  end  invest 
that  city.  Should  this  be  undertaken,  a larger  force 
ol  regular  troops  will  be  required  than  that  assigned 
to  Ihe  Tamaulipas  expedition.  It  is  desired  to  know 
if,  in  your  opinion,  a detachment  of  two  ihousana  o f 
this  description  of  force  can  be  spared  for  that  pur- 
pose irom  those  under  your  command,  without 
essentially  interfering  wiili  your  plans  and  opera- 
tions. It  is  not  desired  or  intended  to  weaken  the 
force  with  you  at  Monterey,  or  to  embarrass  you  by 
diverting  troops  from  the  Rio  Grande,  which  you 
may  deem  necessary  as  reinforcements  to  the  execu- 
tion of  your  own  contemplated  operations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  L.  MARCY, 
Secretary  of  War. 

To  Major  General  Z.  7'aylor,  commanding  army  of 
occupation,  Monterey,  Mexico. 

War  Department,  Washington,  Oct.  13,  1846. 

Sir:  A messenger  will  leave  this  place  to-morrow 
morning  with  despatches  for  General  Taylor.  It  is 
proper  to  apprize  you  that  an  end  will  be  put  to  the 
armistice  agreed  on  by  him  and  Gen.  Ampudia  for 
eight  weeks,  subject  to  the  orders  of  their  respective 
governraeuls,  by  instructions  from  Ibis  department. 
Gen.  Taylor,  when  he  entered  into  it,  was  not  ap- 
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prized  of  the  determination  (subject  to  his  concur- 
rence) of  the  government  to  send  an  expedition  into 
the  southern  part  of  Tamaulipas.  The  continuance 
of  the  armistice  for  eight  weeks  might  interfere  with 
that  expedition.  You  will  notsuspend  jour  arrange 
ments  and  efforts  to  move  forward  witli  that  expedi 
tion  at  the  earliest  period. 

You  will  have  been  apprized  by  my  conimunica- 
tions  of  the  22d  of  September  of  the  views  of  the 
government  in  regard  to  this  expedition.  As  the 
force  to  compose  it  is  to  be  organized  fro.-n  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Taylor,  and,  of  course, 
the  movement  subject  to  his  approval,  you  will  re- 
ceive orders  from  him  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  it  wilt  receive  his  hearty  approval.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  the  department  of  Tamaulipas 
should  be  occupied  by  our  troops  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Mexican  congress.  All  the  regular  troops 
which  can  be  spared  from  the  seaboard,  &c.,  have 
been  or  will  be  immediately  ordered  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  It  is  probable  they  will  be  needed  fur  your 
command. 

We  shall  anxiously  await  your  determination  as  to 
the  route  to  be  taken.  Since  writing  the  last  des- 
patch to  you  I have  received  information  which  in- 
duces me  to  believe  that  it  can  be  made  by  land,  but 
that  information  is  not  of  such  a character  as  to  war- 
rant any  limitation  to  the  discretion  given  by  the 
department  on  that  point. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  L.  MARCY, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Major  General  R.  Patterson,  United  Stales  army, 

Matamoros,  Mexico. 

War  Department,  October  22, 1846. 

Sir:  It  is  apprehended  here  that  the  recent  change 
in  the  political  affairs  of  Mexico  will  have  an  im 
portant  bearing  upon  our  military  movements,  and 
may  render  it  necessary  to  modify,  in  some  respects 
the  plans  of  operation. 

Santa  Anna  is  at  the  head  of  the  war  party,  and, 
appears  to  have  entered  with  zeal  upon  his  duties  as 
general  in  chief  of  the  Mexican  army.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  he  may  succeed  in  collecting  and  keep- 
ing together  a considerable  force;  but  the  promise  of 
change  in  the  form  of  government  is  probably  a more 
important  consideration  in  regard  to  the  prosecution 
of  the'  war.  The  northern  departments  of  Mexico 
were  opposed  to  the  central  and  in  favor  of  the  fede 
ral  system.  The  former  was  forced  upon  them  and 
maintained  by  military  power.  This  undoubtedly 
produced  throughout  these  provinces  considerable 
disaffection  to  the  central  government. 

The  existence  of  this  disaffection  was  not  over- 
looked either  by  yourself  or  the  government  here 
in  the  plan  of  the  campaign  de.signsd  to  be  pi  in- 
cipally  confined  to  these  provinces,  and  it  was  pre- 
sumed that  it  ould  materially  affect  the  extent 
to  which  our  operations  in  them  could  be  safely  car- 
ried. 

The  views  presented  in  your  communications  oflhe 
2d  of  July,  and  1st  of  August,  appeared  to  be  sound, 
and  were  fully  concurred  in  by  the  government. — 
According  to  these  views,  the  extent  to  which  you 
could  penetrate  the  enemy’s  country  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Monterey,  would  depend  mainly  upon  the 
facility  of  obtaining  supplies  and  of  keeping  open 
your  line  of  communication  with  the  Rio  Grande. — 
In  both  these  re.«pects,  it  was  foieseen  that  much 
would  depend  upon  the  disposition  and  feelings  of 
the  Mexican  people.  Though  there  was,  when  you 
wrote  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  August,  as  you  slate, 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  country  lying  be- 
tween the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Sierra  iiiadre,  was 
disposed  to  throw  off  1 he  yoke  of  the  central  govern- 
ment, and  there  was  then  a hope  that  it  would  do  so 
when  there  should  be  a strong  American  force  be- 
tween it  and  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  aspect  of  thing.s, 

in  this  particular,  appears  to  have  since  changed. 

The  new  rulers  of  Mexico  have  declared  in  favor  of 
the  federal  system,  and  thus  gratified  the  wishes  of 
the  northern  provinces.  It  is,,  1 apprehend,  no  longer 
reasonable  to  expect  from  them  even  neutrality,  and 
our  measures  must  be  taken  on  the  assumption  that 
they  will  co  operate  with  the  enemy  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  do  all  they  can  to  impede  our  move- 
ments. In  your  communication  of  the  1st  of  .\ugust, 
you  state  that,  “whether  a large  force  can  be  sub- 
sisted beyond  Monterey,  must  be  delermiued  by  ac 
tual  experience,  and  will  depend  much  upon  the 
disposition  of  the  inhabitants  towards  us.”  We  are 
led  to  believe,  from  all  the  information  we  have 
received,  that  the  ioliabilints  are  not  only  hostile, 
but  will  be  active  in  obslructiug  our  march  into  the 
interior;  and  that  it  will  r.oi  be  sale  to  proceed  be- 
yond Monterey  with  a view  of  taking  and  holdings 
permanent  position.  The  risk  of  extending  your 
line  beyond  that  point,  or  such  positions  as  you 
may  occupy  for  its  defence  and  security,  would 


probably  counterbalance  the  advantages  of  pro- 
ceeding further  into  the  interior,  unless  you  have 
an  adequate  force,  and  could  command  ample 
means  to  reach  San  Luis  Potosi  with  a view  to  its 
secure  occupation.  It  is  believed  you  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  do  this  if  the  disposition  of  the  Mexican 
people  is  such  as  has  been  indicated.  Indeed,  seri- 
ous doubts  are  entertained  here  whether  you  ought 
to  extend  your  line  beyond  the  place  you  have  reach- 
ed and  its  necessary  dependencies.  Should  you  con- 
cur in  this  view,  as  it  is  presumed  you  will  from  the 
tenor  of  your  despatches,  you  will  then  turn  your  at- 
tention to  securing  your  positional  Monterey,  keep- 
ing open  your  line  of  communication  with  the  Rio 
Grande.  I refer  yon  to  v.'hat  was  said  on  this  sub- 
ject in  my  letter  of  the  13th  inst.  It  is  not  intended 
by  what  is  here  said  that  you  should  be  restrained 
from  making  excursions  beyond  Monterey  and  the 
department  of  New  Leon,  if  you  should  see  occasion 
to  do  so.  The  enemy  should  be  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  you  intend  to  move  forward,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  not  withdraw  their  forces  and  employ 
thetn  on  other  points.  Should  the  force  assembled 
to  resist  you  be  withdrawn,  or  ascertained  not  to  be 
in  sufficient  number  to  oppose  serious  obstacles  to 
your  farther  advance,  you  will  exercise  your  own 
discretion,  under  all  the  circumstances,  in  regard  to 
any  forward  movement;  but  it  is  not  thought  here 
that  this  can  be  done  with  a view  to  take  a perma- 
nent position  much  beyond  that  you  now  occupy,  un- 
less you  should  deem  it  proper  for  your  own  security 
at  Monterey  to  advance  so  far  as  to  occupy  the  diffi- 
cult passes  between  that  city  and  Saltillo.  This, 
however,  is  left  altogether  to  your  own  judgment. — 
Monterey  n.ay  be  considered  a position  in  advance 
of  Monclova  and  Chihuahua,  and  it  is  questionable 
whether,  in  a military  point  of  view,  the  occupation 
of  them,  with  the  ascertained  change  in  the  circum- 
stances and  feelings  of  the  inhabitants,  will  produce 
compensating  advantages,  as  a considerable  force, 
which  might  be  usefully  employed  in  other  quarters, 
will  be  requiried  to  take  and  hold  tbeoa. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  General  Wool  will  be  able  to 
capture  Chihuahua;  but  if  the  population  should  be 
disposed,  as  it  is  apprehended  they  will  be,  to  ob- 
struct his  movements  and  withhold  supplies,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  be  has  a sufficient  force  to  sustain 
himself  long  in  that  position.  Should  the  contem 
plated  military  and  naval  operations  on  the  gulf 
coast  be  put  in  execution,  troops  to  reinforce  him, 
in  case  his  condition  required  it,  cannot  well  be 
spared.  Under  a full  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
it  is  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
have  his  forces  united  with  yours  at  Monterey  or  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  if  he  should  not  have  advanced 
too  far  on  his  march  to  Chihuahua  before  you  cau 
communicate  with  him,  it  may  be  advisable  that  he 
should  at  once  form  a junction  with  you.  With 
these  suggestions,  which  are  necessarily  vague  for 
want  of  more  full  and  particular  inlbnnatiuii  on  the 
subject,  this  matter  is  left  entirely  to  your  discre- 
tion. 

In  a communication  received  from  General  Kear- 
ny, written  soon  after  he  had  taken  Santa  Fe,  he 
informed  the  department  that  he  might  have  more 
troops  than  were  necessary  for  his  purposes,  and  in 
that  event  should  detach  a few  hundred  men  and 
send  them  to  General  Wool.  Should  General  V\'ool 
be  ordered  to  join  you,  it  will  be  important  that  in- 
formation should  be  sent  to  notify  this  detachment 
of  the  change  in  his  position  and  to  give  it  instruc- 
tions for  It  conduct.  Should  it  proceed  to  Chihua- 
hua and  Gen.  Wool  not  be  there,  it  will  be  exposed 
to  be  cut  off  I am  not  prepared  to  say  what  dispo- 
sition should  be  made  of  this  detachment,  if  it  has 
in  tact  been  sent  forward  to  join  the  Chihuahua 
expedition.  It  in  important  that  it  should  re- 
ceive such  orders  as  will  lead  to  its  safety.  General 
Wool  will  be  instructed  by  you  to  look  to  this. — 
The  mere  intimation  from  General  Kearny  that  he 
might  send  oti'such  a detachment  renders  it  necessa- 
ry that  proper  ateps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  it 
Irom  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I inJormed  you  in  my  last  despatch,  that,  in  con- 
nexion with  an  invasion  of  Tamaulipas  and  an  attack 
on  Tampico, an  expedition  against  Vera  Cruz  was  then 
under  advisement.  Upon  a more  full  eonsideratioo 
of  the  subject,  it  is  believed  that  Vera  Cruz  may  be 
taken,  and  having  possession  of  that  city,  the  Castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  might  probably  be  reduced  or 
compelled  to  surrender.  If  the  expedition  could  go 
forth  without  the  object  being  known  to  the  enemy. 
It  is  supposed  that  tour  thousand  troops  would  be 
sufficient  force  for  the  enterprise,  receiving  as  they 
would  the  co  operation  of  our  naval  force  in  the 
gulf;  but  at  least  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  of 
them  should  be  of  the  regular  army,  and  under  the 
command  of  officers  best  calculated  for  such  an  un 
derlaking.  In  looking  at  the  present  disposition  of 
the  troops,  it  appears  to  be  scarcely  possible  to  gel 
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the  requisite  number  of  regulars  without  drawin" 
some  of  those  now  with  you  at  Monterey,  or  on  th  • 
way  to  that  place.  Should  you  decide  against  hold 
ing  military  possession  of  any  place  in  Coahuilaor 
Cbihuahue,  and  order  the  troops  under  General  Wool 
tojoin  you,  it  is  presumed  that  the  requisite  force 
for  the  expedition  to  Vera  Cruz  could  be  detached 
without  interfering  with  your  plans  of  operation. — 
Whilst  the  government  is  anxious  that  nothing  should 
occur  to  prevent  the  expedition  to  Vera  Cruz,  re- 
garding ilof  great  importance,  yet  if,  by  withdraw- 
ing from  your  immediate  command  the  force  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  the  army  with  you  may  be  pla- 
ced in  danger,  this  expedition  must,  for  the  present, 
be  either  deferred  or  abandoned — a result  deeply  to 
be  regretted.  On  the  spot,  you  will  know  the 
strength  of  the  force  advancing  against  you,  and  the 
number  of  troops  necessary  to  resist  it.  ifoii  will 
by  no  means  weaken  yourself  so  as  to  expose  the 
army  under  your  command  to  the  probable  hazard  of 
disaster.  It  is  desirable  to  avoid  delay.  You  will, 
therefore,  unless  it  materially  interferes  with  your 
own  plan  of  operations,  or  weakens  }ou  too  much  in 
your  present  position,  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  having  four  thousand  men — of  whom  fif- 
teen hundred  or  two  thousand  should  be  regular 
troops — ready  to  embark  for  Vera  Cruz,  or  such 
other  destination  as  may  be  given  them,  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  period.  The  place  of  embarkation 
will  probably  be  the  Brazos  Santiago,  or  in  that 
vicinilj. 

The  preparations  for  such  a movement  will  ne- 
cessarily attract  public  attention  and  give  rise  to 
rumors  as  to  its  destination,  and  knowledge  of  it  may 
reach  the  enemy  in  season  for  them  to  take  additional 
measures  to  defend  that  place,  unless  great  caution 
is  observed.  It  seems  now  to  be  generally  under- 
stood, that  an  expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted  out 
against  Tampico,  or  some  place  in  the  department 
of  Tamaulipas.  It  may  be  well  to  have  such  gene- 
rally considered  the  point  of  attack,  and,  should  un- 
foreseen difficulties  arise  in  regard  to  Vera  Cruz,  the 
movement  may  be  turned  in  that  direction.  If  the 
impression  generally  prevails  that  an  expedition  is 
fitting  out  for  Tampico,  or  some  place  on  the  coast 
of  Tamaulipas,  the  enemy  will  more  readily  expect 
a forward  movement  on  your  part  towards  San  Luia 
Potosi,  as  cotemporaneous  with  such  an  attack,  and 
under  this  view  of  our  operations,  would  be  diverted 
from  any  extraordinary  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  Vera  Cruz.  Tampico  may  be  attacked  by  tha 
squadron  alone,  before  the  embarkation  of  the  land 
force;  but  to  accomplish  the  primary  object,  the 
military  expedition  will  proceed  directly  to  Ver« 
Cruz,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  squadron, 
have  better  assurance  of  success  in  the  combined 
attack  on  that  place.  Secrecy  is,  therefore,  of  the 
utmost  importance.  The  belief  should  be  encouraged 
that  Tampico  is  the  destination  of  the  expedition, 
and  Us  real  object  be  made  known  only  to  such  of- 
ficers as  must  be  apprised  of  it  to  enable  them  to 
perform  their  duly  in  the  enterprise,  and,  to  them, 
under  the  strictest  injunction  of  confidence. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a copy  of  a communica- 
tion from  Mr. , and  it  is  believed  that  entire 

confidence  may  be  placed  in  the  accuracy  of  his  re- 
presentations, as  they  are  founded  on  his  personal 
observations.  You  will  also  receive  herewith  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  topography  of  Vera  Cruz  and 
the  adjacent  localities.  These  you  are  desired  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  expedition,  with  such  remarks  and  suggestions 
of  your  own  as  may  be  useful  to  him. 

As  it  was  suggested  in  former  ctmmuDications 
that  Major  General  Patteison  should  be  placed  in 
command  of  the  expedition  against  Tamaulipas,  it 
is  deemed  proper  that  he  should  still  occupy  that 
position  in  the  expedition  fitted  out  against  Vera 
Cruz.  1 have  no  further  suggestions  to  make  as  to  a 
brigadier  general  to  command  the  volunteers.  In 
regard  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regular 
iorce.  It  would  meet  the  views  of  the  government 
if  you  should  select  Brevet  Brigadier  Gen.  Worth, 
in  that  event  you  are  directed  by  the  president  to 
assign  him  to  that  command  by  virtue  of  his  brevet 
rank. 

It  18  proposed  that  Col.  Totten,  the  chief  engineer, 
Major  Baker,  of  the  ordnance  corps,  and  eonie  of- 
ficer of  rank  and  experience  of  the  topographical 
corps,  shall  accompany  the  expedition,  with  others 
of  inferior  rank  in  their  respecliie  branches  of  the 
public  service.  Such  of  these  officers  as  are  now 
not  with  the  army  will  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  th« 
Rio  Grande,  and  report  to  the  commander  of  the 
expedition. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your 
obedient  servant,  WM.  L.  MARCY, 

Secretary  of  roar. 

Major  General  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  U.  S.  army  in 

Mexico. 
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Htaiquarten  army  of  Oceupatim, 

Camp  near  JVmterey,  Oct.  12,  1846. 

Sir — 1 hay*  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tha  com- 
munication of  the  secretary  of  war,  with  enclosures, 
dated  the  22d  ultimo:  also  one  from  your  otSce  of 
September  21,  relatiye  to  the  resignations  of  yolun- 
teer  oflScers,  and  “General  Orders”  No.  4t,  all  of 
which  were  delirered  by  Lieut.  Armistead  on  the 
10th  instant. 

It  wilt  be  seen  at  once  that,  under  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation  Jof  Monterey,  1 cannot  detach  a force 
south  of  a line  from  Linares  to  San  Fernando,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  even  where  there  no  obstacles, 
comply  at  present  with  the  instructions  of  the  secre- 
tary. 1 cannot  doubt  that  on  receiving  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  capture  of  Monterey,  modified  instruc- 
tions were  issued  by  the  department. 

1 shall,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  reply  at 
length  to  the  secretary’s  communication,  and  present 
my  views  in  eztenso  on  all  topics  connected  with  the 
campaign.  1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi 
ant  seryant,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  army,  commanding. 
The  adjt.  gen.  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camp  near  Monterey,  Oct.  15,  1846. 

Sir:  In  my  acknowledgment,  dated  the  12th  inst., 
of  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  Sep- 
tember 22d,  I briefly  stated  that  the  detachment  to 
Tampico,  could  not  be  made  without  contravening 
the  convention  of  Monterey.  Other  reasons  and 
more  detailed  views  on  this  point,  and  the  general 
question  of  the  campaign,  1 left  to  a subsequent 
communication,  which  I have  now  the  honor  to 
submit  for  the  information  of  the  general  in  chief  and 
the  secretary  of  war.  Such  a point  has  been  reach 
ed  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  the  progress  of 
our  arms,  as  to  make  it  proper  to  place  my  impres- 
sions and  convictions  very  fully  before  the  govern- 
ment. 

1 wish  to  remark,  first  of  all,  that  I have  consid- 
ered Brigadier  General  Wool,  though  formally  un- 
der my  orders,  yet  as  charged  by  the  government 
with  a distinct  operation,  with  which  1 was  not  at 
liberty  to  interfere.  Though  greatly  in  doubt  as  to 
the  practicability  of  his  reaching  Chihuahua  with 
artillery,  and  deeming  the  importance  of  the  opera- 
tion at  any  rate  to  be  not  at  all  commensurate  with  its 
difficulty  and  enpense,  1 have  accordingly  refrained 
from  controlling  his  movements  in  any  way.  His 
force,  therefore,  forms  no  element  in  my  calcula- 
tions, particularly  as  it  is  now,  or  soon  will  be  en- 
tirely beyond  my  reach. 

The  Mexican  army  under  General  Ampudia  has 
left  Saltillo,  and  fallen  back  on  San  Luis  Potosi — 
the  last  detachment,  as  1 understand,  being  under 
orders  to  march  to  day.  General  Santa  Anna  reach- 
ed S.in  Luis  on  the  8lh  inslant,  and  is  engaged  in 
concentrating  and  organizing  the  army  at  that  point. 
Whether  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces  to  San  Luis 
be  intended  to  draw  us  into  the  country  far  from 
supplies  and  support,  or  whether  it  be  a political 
movement,  connected  with  Santa  Anna’s  return  to 
power,  it  is  impossible  to  say;  it  is  sufficient  for  my 
present  argument  to  know  that  a heavy  force  is  as- 
sembling in  our  front.  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  Coa- 
huila,  IS  virtually  in  our  possession,  and  can  be  oc- 
cupied, if  necessary,  the  moment  the  convention  is  at 
an  end.  The  occupation  of  Saltillo  will  lengthen  our 
line  75  miles,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  may  enable  us 
to  draw  at  least  a portion  of  our  breadstuffs  from  the 
country.  San  Luis  is  about  300  miles  from  Saltillo, 
perhaps  more. 

San  Luis  is  a city  of  some  60,000  inhabitants, 
in  a country  abundant  in  resources,  and  at  no  great 
distance  Irom  the  heart  of  the  republic,  whence 
munitions  of  war  and  reinforcements  can  readily  be 
drawn,  it  is  at  the  same  time  nearly  600  miles 
from  the  Rio  Grande,  which  must  continue  to  be  the 
base  of  our  oiierations,  at  least  until  we  reach  San 
Luis. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  1 hazard  nothing  in 
saying  that  a column  to  move  on  San  Luis  from  Sal- 
tillo, should,  to  insure  success,  be  at  least  20,000 
strong,  of  which  10,000  should  be  regular  troops. — 
Alter  much  reflection  1 consider  the  above  as  the 
smallest  number  of  effective  troops  that  could  be  em- 
ployed on  this  service  without  incurring  the  hazard 
of  disaster  and  perhaps  defeat.  There  would  be  re- 
quired, besides,  to  keep  open  our  long  line,  protect 
the  depots,  and  secure  the  country  already  gained, 
a lorce  of  5,000  men — this,  without  including  the 
force  necessary  to  send  to  Tampico  to  take  or  liold 
that  place. 

The  above  estimate  may  seem  large  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  important  results  have  been  gained 
with  a much  smaller  force.  But  we  have  hitherto 
operated  near  our  own  base,  and  the  Mexicans  at  a 
gieat  distance  from  theirs.  Saltillo  may  be  consid- 


ered about  equidistant  from  the  Rio  Grande  and  S«n 
Luis.  Every  day’s  march  beyond  it  lengthens  our 
already  long  line  and  curtails  theirs — weakens  us, 
and  gives  them  strength.  Hence  the  movement 
should  not  be  undertaken  except  with  a force  so  large 
as  to  render  success  certain. 

In  the  above  calculation  1 have  supposed  the 
Mexicans  able  to  concentrate  at  San  Luis  a force 
of  40,000  to  50,000  men.  With  tolerable  stability, 
in  the  government,  I doubt  not  their  ability  to  do 
this,  and  it  is  not  safe  to  assume  any  lest  number  as 
a basis. 

The  force  of  twelve  months’  volunteers  has  suf- 
fered greatly  from  disease.  Many  have  died,  and  a 
great  number  have  been  discharged  from  disability. 
So  much  has  their  efiective  strength  been  reduced 
by  this  cause  and  present  sickness,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  official  returns  1 am  satisfied  that  500  men 
per  regiment  would  be  a large  average  of  effectives 
among  the  volunteers.  This  would  give,  including 
the  cavalry,  a force  a little  short  of  9,000  men,  or 
adding  4,000  regulars,  (our  present  strength  is  not 
3,000,)  a total  force  of  13,000  men.  Leaving  the 
very  moderate  number  of  3,000  to  secure  our  rear, 
I should  not  be  able  to  march  from  Saltillo,  with 
present  and  expected  means,  at  the  head  of  more 
than  10,000— a number  which,  from  considerations 
above  stated,  1 deem  lo  be  entirely  inadequate. 

And  I now  come  to  the  point  presented  in  the  se- 
cretary’s letter.  A simultaneous  movement  on  San 
Luis  and  Tampico  is  there  suggested;  but  it  will 
readily  be  seen  that,  with  only  half  the  force  which 
I consider  necessary  to  march  on  one  point,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  march  on  both,  and  that  nothing 
short  of  an  effective  force  of  25,000  to  30,000  men 
would,  on  military  principles,  justify  the  double 
movement.  And  it  is  to  b*  remarked  that  the  pos- 
session of  Tampico  is  indispensable  in  case  we  ad- 
vance to  San  Luis,  for  the  line  hence  to  the  latter 
place  is  entirely  too  long  to  be  maintained  perma- 
nently, and  must  be  abandoned  for  the  shorter  one 
from  Tampico,  the  moment  San  Luis  is  taken. 

1 have  spoken  only  of  the  number  of  troops  deem- 
ed necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  campaign  be- 
yond Saltillo.  It  will  be  understood  that  largely  in- 
creased means  and  material  of  every  kind  will  be 
equally  necessary  to  render  the  army  efficient,  such 
as  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  means  of  transport, 
ordnance  stores,  &c. 

The  department  may  be  assured  that  the  above 
views  have  not  been  given  without  mature  reflection, 
and  have  been  the  result  of  experience  and  careful 
inquiry.  It  will  be  for  the  government  to  determine 
whetlier  the  war  shall  be  prosecuted  by  directing  an 
active  campaign  against  San  Luis  and  the  capital, 
or  whether  the  country  already  gained  shall  be  held, 
and  a defensive  attitude  assumed.  In  the  latter  case, 
the  general  line  of  the  Sierra  Madre  might  very 
well  be  taken;  but  even  then,  with  the  enemy  in 
force  in  my  front,  it  might  be  imprudent  to  detach 
to  Tampico  so  large  a force  as  3,000  or  4,000  men, 
particularly  of  the  description  required  for  that  ope- 
ration. If  the  co-operation  of  the  army,  therefore, 
be  deemed  essential  to  the  su  ccess  of  the  expedition 
against  Tampico,  I trust  that  it  will  be  postponed  for 
the  present. 

1 have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  importance  of 
taking  Tampico,  and  have  at  least  once  addressed 
the  department  on  the  subject.  Nothing  but  the 
known  exposure  of  the  place  to  the  ravages  of  the 
yellow  fever  prevented  me  from  organizing  an  expe- 
dition against  it  last  summer.  1 knew  that,  if  taken, 
it  could  not  with  any  certainty  be  held,  and  that  the 
cause  would  not  be  removed  before  the  last  of  No- 
vember or  first  of  December. 

It  may  be  expected  that  I should  give  my  views 
as  to  the  policy  of  occupying  a defensive  line  lo 
which  I have  above  alluded.  I am  free  to  confess 
that,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  and  expense  attending 
a movement  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  unsettled  and  revolutionary 
character  of  the  Mexican  government,  the  occupa- 
tion of  such  a line  seems  lo  me  the  best  course  that 
can  be  adopted.  The  line  taken  might  either  be 
that  on  which  we  propose  lo  insist  as  the  boundary 
between  the  republics— say  the  Rio  Grande— or  the 
line  to  which  we  have  advanced,  viz:  the  Sierra 
Madre,  including  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe.  'I'he 
former  line  could  be  held  with  a much  smaller 
force  than  the  latter;  but  even  the  line  of  the  Sier- 
ra Madre  could  be  held  with  a force  greatly  less 
than  would  be  required  for  an  active  campaign. — 
Monterey  controls  the  great  outlet  from  the  inte- 
rior; a strong  garrison  at  this  point,  with  an  ad- 
vance at  Saltillo,  and  small  corps  at  Monclova,  Lin- 
ares, Victoria,  and  Tampico  would  effectually  cover 
the  line. 

I have  limited  rny  rem.rks  to  the  position  of  the 
army  on  this  frontier  and  the  requirements  for  a 
campaign  against  San  Luis  Potosi;  the  suggestions 


in  th*  secretary’s  letter  being  confined  to  this  ge- 
neral theatre  of  operations.  Should  the  government 
determine  to  strike  a decisive  blow  at  Mexico,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  the  force  should  land  near  Vera  Cruz 
or  Alvarado,  and  after  establishing  a secure  depot, 
march  thence  on  the  capital.  The  amountof  troops 
required  for  this  service  would  not  fall  short,  in  my 
judgment,  of  25,000  men,  of  which  at  least  10,000  to 
be  regular  troops. 

In  conclusion,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  make  some  re- 
marks, which  1 would  gladly  have  been  spared  the 
necessity  of  submitting.  1 feel  it  due  to  my  position 
and  to  the  service,  to  record  my  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  department  has  sought  lo  make 
an  important  detachment  from  my  command,  speci- 
fically indicating  not  only  the  general  officers,  bat 
to  a considerable  extent  the  troops  that  were  to 
compose  it.  While  1 remain  in  command  of  the 
army  against  Mexico,  and  am,  therefore,  justly  held 
responsible  by  the  government  and  the  country  for 
the  conduct  of  its  operations,  I must  claim  the  right 
of  organizing  all  detachments  from  it,  and  regulat- 
ing the  time  and  manner  of  their  service.  Above 
all  do  I consider  it  important,  that  the  department 
of  war  should  refrain  from  corresponding  directly 
with  my  subordinates,  and  communicating  orders 
and  instructions  on  points  which,  by  all  military  pre- 
cept and  practice,  pertain  exclusively  to  the  general 
in  chief  command.  Confusion  and  disaster  alone  can 
result  from  such  a course.  The  reason  alleged,  viz: 
the  loss  of  time  in  communicating  with  General 
Patterson,  has  no  application;  for  the  secretary’s 
despatch  came  from  that  officer  lo  my  headquarters 
in  sixty  hours,  and  he  could  not  move,  at  any  rate, 
without  drawing  largely  upon  this  column  for  artil- 
lery and  regular  troops. 

1 beg  it  may  be  understood,  that  my  remarks  have 
no  personal  application.  It  is  quite  probable,  that 
in  the  event  of  making  such  a detachment,  I would 
have  placed  it  unner  Major  General  Patterson;  but 
I conceive  that  this  mode  of  regulating  details,  and 
ordering  detaehments  direct  from  the  department 
of  war,  is  a violation  of  the  integrity  of  the  chief 
command  in  Ihe  field,  pregnant  with  the  worst  evils, 
and  against  which  I deem  it  my  duty  respectfully, 
but  earnestly  to  protest. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General,  L).  S.  Army, 

The  Adjutant  General,  of  the  army,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
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Countrymen — Faithful  lo  the  solemn  promises 
vvhich  1 made  on  my  return  to  this  country  in  Au- 
gust last,  and  determined  to  lespecl  the  national  will, 
whatever  it  should  be,  1 have  directed  all  my  atten- 
tion to  the  defence  of  the  country,  to  the  sustaining 
of  her  threatened  liberties,  to  restore  to  our  arms 
their  old  brilliancy,  (which  had  been  tarnished  in 
the  late  conflicts,)  and  to  rout  the  enemy  who  at- 
tempts to  blot  out  Mexico  from  the  catalogue  of  na- 
tions. Fully  satisfied  with  the  honor  of  exposing 
my  life  for  the  good  of  my  country,  (and,  perhaps, 
not  without  hopes  of  acquiring  an  immorlal  name, 
in  securing  her  glory  forever,  by  placing  her  in  that 
prominent  position  which  she  ought  to  occupy 
ainongsl  the  civilized  nations  of  this  part  of  liie 
globe,)  1 came  to  take  command  of  the  army.  I 
knew  very  well  how  dangerous  the  enterprise  was; 
1 knew  the.risks  and  compromises  I would  have  to 
incur;  I knew  that  the  army  was  very  small,  and 
disorganized  in  consequence  of  the  late  discords,  and 
that  there  were  few  ol  the  corps  who  retained  relicts 
of  instruction  and  discipline;  1 knew  that  the  ex- 
chequer of  the  nation  was  exhausted;  that  public 
spirit  was  broken  down,  and  that  all  were  tired  of 
the  repealed  revolutions  which  have  been  taking 
place  constantly,  during  the  long  p.  nod  of  more 
than  twenty-five  years;  but  I was  determined  to  sa- 
crifice myself  for  my  country,  and  without  hesitation 
I instantly  took  the  immense  responsibility  on  my 
shoulders. 

Surrounded  by  difficulties  and  thousands  of  obsta- 
cles, which  1 had  seen  without  being  able  lo  sur- 
nicunt,  and  lo  do  all  which,  as  a Mexican  and  as  a 
general  who  loves  his  country  and  his  honor,  1 might 
think  expedient  and  necessary,  1 fell  very  much 
afflicted,  considering  myself  as  the  great  centre  of 
all  hopes,  and  1 trembled  contemplating  how  close- 
ly leagued  are  my  destinies  with  those  of  tins  coun- 
try, which  is  so  beloved  by  me.  A single  fault  on 
my  part  could  have  submerged  her  forever  in  an 
abyss  of  ignominy;  and  that  it  was  easy  to  do  but  dif- 
ficult to  mend. 

The  supreme  government  knew  all  my  afflictions 
and  fears,  as  1 look  care  of  advising  it  ol  all,  plac- 
ing constantly  before  it  the  doleful  picture  of  the 
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sufferings  which  the  array  was  enduring.  And  I con- 
tinually requested  them  to  send  resources  to  cover 
the  great  and  urgent  necessities  with  which  I was 
surrounded;  but  I did  not  wish  to  publish  my  fre- 
quent and  nearly  daily  communications,  fearing  that 
my  letters  might  be  badly  interpreted,  and  also  that 
the  enemy  would  be  made  acquainted  by  them  of  our 
paiinful  and  difRcult  situation,  and  would  have  re- 
covered more  courage  and  probably  have  undertaken 
larger  enterprises. 

I thought  of  deserving,  by  such  noble  conduct, 
the  esteem  of  all  my  fellow  citizens,  who,  certainly, 
being  aware  of  the  facts,  could  not  do  less  than  ap- 
preciate in  it  all  that  should  be  considered  noble  and 
great.  But,  unfortunately,  1 see  that  I was  mis 
taken,  and  that  far  from  granting  to  me  their  sym- 
pathy, if  not  praise,  they  heap  upon  me  affronts  and 
vituperation.  I am  accused  of  apathy  and  inaction. 
It  is  supposed  that  I see  with  cool  indifference  the 
ills  of  the  country,  and  some  of  them  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  present  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  as  a 
traitor. 

Why  then  this  detention  in  San  Luis.’  says  the  hos- 
tile party  of  the  press.  Why,  when  the  general  of 
the  enemy  freely  and  with  a small  body  of  troops 
explores  the  States  of  Coahuila,  Nueva  Leon,  and 
Tamaulipas,  do  they  not  go  out  and  meet  him?  Why 
does  not  the  commander  in  chief  advance  into  the 
country?  Why  does  he  not  fight  him  and  drive  him 
out  of  the  country?  Fellow  citizens,  hear  me,  and 
believe  that  no  one  wishes  more  than  myself  that  the 
day  of  glory  for  the  country,  the  day  of  confusion 
and  horror  to  the  unjust  enemy,  shouid  shine;  but, 
unfortunately,  holy  as  my  wishes  are,  the  difficulties 
are  great  with  which  1 am  beset. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  capitol,  the  army  was  not 
what  it  is  to-day,  as  you  will  easily  see  by  my  nar- 
ration. Since  that  time  it  has  been  increased  three- 
fourths  of  its  original  force.  I did  not  find  here, 
nor  was  there  any,  in  any  other  places,  a deposit  of 
men,  horses,  or  equipments.  1 was  compelled  first 
to  send  for  the  men  of  all  the  states  to  fill  up  the 
regiments.  A soldier  cannot  be  made  at  once,  and 
the  whole  world  knows  that  the  ordnance  requires 
four  months  at  least  of  instruction,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  being  able  to  do  duty  in  time  of  peace. — 
Would  it  have  been  prudent,  then,  wishing  to  escape 
from  the  note  of  inaction,  to  lake  the  initiative,  and 
to  present  myself  to  the  field  with  an  army  of  no- 
vices, composed  of  men  taken  up  in  the  moment 
from  their  domestic  occupations?  Would  the  peo- 
ple not  accuse  me  then,  and  with  more  reason,  of 
having  exposed  to  an  evident  danger,  the  honor  of 
our  arms  and  the  liberty  of  our  country,  having 
committed  the  imprudence  of  operating  with  men 
and  not  with  soldiers?  Was  it  not  my  duty  to  pre- 
pare ammunition — to  collect  and  improve  the  arms 

to  bring  from  all  points  Ihe  artillery,  and  at  last 

to  gather  all  the  war  materials?  Think  about  this 
with  impartiality,  and  afterwards  judge  if  1 de- 
serve to  be  reprimanded.  But  it  is  not  sufficient,  if 
we  desire  to  secure  a victory  to  our  arms,  that  the 
army  which  1 have  the  honor  to  command  should  be 
numerous  and  disciplined;  it  is  not  sufficient  if  this 
army  is  possessed  of  the  most  eminent  enthusiasm 
to  avenge  the  outrages  that  have  been  done  to  the 
nation;  this  is  a great  deal,  certainly,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  all  that  is  required.  Full  of  fire,  and  desi 
rous  of  glory,  the  gallant  republicans  of  the  army 
of  the  Alps  would  not  have  been  able  to  do  what 
they  did  if  instead  of  finding  the  beautiful  and  fer- 
tile fields  of  Italy,  they  had  met  with  bar-ren  deserts 
and  oblig-^d  to  cross  in  the  horrid  nudity  in  which 
they  were.  No  help  could  be  given  to  them  for  tiie 
moment,  but  their  young  general,  from  the  snowy 
top  of  the  Alps,  pointed  out  to  them  the  relic  cities 
which  would  become  a prize  to  their  army.  They 
saw  with  wonder  the  magnificent  palaces  to  which 
victory  led  them.  Has  the  Mexican  soldier  the 
same  perspectioii?  He  has  to  march  through  bis 
own  country,  and  he  is  obliged  to  respect  the  houses 
and  properly  of  his  countrymen,  who  expect  from 
him  protection.  All  nearly  deserted,  it  does  not  oi- 
fer  a shelter  against  the  elements,  nor  a sufficient 
quantity  of  water  for  the  men  and  horses;  if  we  ad- 
vance, It  is  necessary  to  put  from  distance  to  dis- 
tance depots  of  provisions  where  the  soldier  will  be 
able  to  find,  after  being  worn  down  by  fatigue  and 
hunger,  the  necessary  resources  to  live  on.  With- 
out this  It  seems  impossible  for  the  army  to  make 
any  movement.  Has  any  thing  been  done  concern- 
ing this  important  matter,  although  1 have  made 
tkousands  of  representations?  Ills  very  painful  to 
tell  it,  Mexicans,  but  1 cannot  keep  it  secret  any 
longer;  nothing  has  been  done,  and  what  is  worse, 
1 don’t  see  that  there  is  any  prospect  of  doing  it. — 
The  army  is  kept  in  a stale  of  great  nakedness,  and 
in  the  most  dreadful  misery — so  much  so  that  for 
twenty-five  days  1 have  not  been  able  to  pay 


their  rations,  which  have  been  therefore  taken  on 
credit. 

The  heroic  defenders  of  Monterey,  wounded  by 
the  balls  of  the  enemy,  are  lying  here,  quite  aban- 
doned, without  any  other  assistance  than  that  which 
the  charity  and  the  patriotism  of  a few  inhabitants 
gives  them. 

There  is  not  in  this  fellow  citizens,  any  exaggera- 
tion. I appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the  authoriliesof 
San  Luis;  since  the  25th  of  December  it  has  been 
scarcely  possible  to  assist  the  troops  with  two  days’ 
pay,  which  has  served  more  to  pay  off  old  debts  than 
to  attend  to  present  necessities  Of  the  $400,000 
appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the  army,  only 
$175,000  have  come  to  hand  which  was  received  in 
December  last,  and  nothing  this  present  month;  and 
in  order  to  help  the  great  wants  I was  compelled  to 
eng,age  my  personal  credit  for  the  amount  of  $20,000 
which  were  lent  to  me  on  pledge  of  my  private  pro- 
perty, and  which  were  sent  to  the  division  in  obser- 
vation at  Tula.  Could  the  army  under  such  misera- 
ble circumstances,  make  a movement?  Far,  very  far, 
am  I from  insinuating  that  the  Mexican  soldier  de- 
pends upon  the  promptness  with  which  his  coun- 
try pays  him,  but  there  are  difficulties  which  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  overcome.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  rations  to  the  troops  when  there  are  no  rations, 
or  to  pay  them  when  there  is  no  money.  This  is, 
as  described,  the  situation  ol  the  army,  as  courage- 
ous, and  as  l^ull  of  patriotism  as  any  other  in  the 
world,  which  it  will  sacrifice  itself  with  its  chiefs  for 
the  national  honor;  it  is  its  wish,  and  if  it  asks  for 
assistance,  only  to  satisfy  its  wants,  it  does  it  so  as  to 
be  able  to  approach  the  enemy,  to  sustain  its  good 
name,  and  the  glory  and  liberty  of  the  nation  to 
which  it  belongs. 

Useless  have  been,  till  to-day,  all  the  endeavors  I 
have  used,  all  the  steps  that  1 have  taken,  having  in 
view  the  receipts  of  the  necessary  funds.  Notes  over 
notes  were  almost  daily  repeated,  showing  the  horrid 
state  in  which  the  troops  were  placed.  The  answers 
to  all  these  were  promises  and  remote  hopes,  which 
I fear  will  never  be  realized,  or  if  so,  they  will  come 
perhaps  too  late. 

I think  that  1 have  fulfilled,  by  this,  my  duties  be- 
cause it  13  not  for  me  to  propose  the  way  of  provid- 
ing the  necessary  funds,  and  I have  only  to  say  that 
if  the  nation  wishes,  as  1 think,  to  carry  on  the  vvar, 
it  must  be  known  that  those  small  sums  that  have 
been  from  time  to  lime  remitted  are  not  of  great 
help,  because  they  will  do  only  to  cover  the  wants 
of  a day;  they  are  not  sufficient  to  make  permanent 
impression,  nor  to  base  further  operations  upon.  If 
those  who  are  able  to  do  it  are  not  willing  to  help  the 
army,  Ihe  only  protection  which  the  country  has  will 
be  exfiosed,  and  they  may  lose  all,  with  their  inde- 
pendence, and  they  will  be  obliged  to  transmit  to 
posterity  a name  full  of  ignominy. 

Countrymen:  I would  have  omitted  to  present  to 
you  such  a picture  as  that  given  to  you  now,  and 
which  1 know  will  fill  your,  hearts  with  bitterness; 
but  1 find  myself  compelled  to  give  you  notice  of  all 
that  occurs.  It  would  be  a crime  were  it  not  brought 
to  your  notice.  1 do  not  accuse  any  one,  nor  do  I 
direct  myself  to  any  body;  but  1 cannot  consent  that, 
the  honor  of  the  army,  and  mine  also,  should  suffer 
when  in  no  period  of  our  history  has  the  army  de- 
served more  credit  and  more  esteem  Irom  the  whole 
country. 

Concerning  myself,  I shall  repeat  the  last  time, 
Mexicans,  that  1 still  recollect  that  the  nation  called 
me  to  defend  her  in  the  present  contest,  and  to  re- 
store to  her  her  liberty,  honor,  and  glory,  or  perish 
with  her.  This  is  my  only  desire,  and  I do  not  want, 
nor  do  1 pretend  anything  else.  But  if,  unfortu- 
nately, credit  should  not  be  given  to  my  word* — if, 
against  all  hopes,  somebody  should  think  me  not  ca- 
pable of  keeping  faith  with  them,  1 shall  prove  it 
with  deeds.  Tell  me,  if  it  is  desired  to  deliver  up 
the  command  of  the  army,  and  I will  do  it,  although 
1 would  lose  by  that  the  last  opportunity  to  acquire 
an  immortal  name;  because  when  it  concerns  my 
country,  her  feelings  and  glory,  there  is  nothing, 
nothing  in  the  world,  difficult  to  me.  1 will  retire 
if  It  is  thought  useful,  not  to  take  the  power  which 
was  conferred  upon  me  a few  days  ago,  because  1 
have  already  said  more  than  once  that  1 do  not  wish 
any  more  employment  nor  other  honor  than  that  of 
saving  my  country  in  the  present  war  with  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  as  soon  as  it  has  been  don*  I sbail  re- 
tire to  my  domestic  hearth,  and  no  human  power 
wilt  be  able  to  take  me  from  thence  to  public  life. 
And  still  if  iny  self-denial  is  not  judged  sufficient — 
if  my  presence  is  thought  dangerous  on  the  soil  on 
which  I was  born — 1 shall  seek  in  a foreign  country 
an  asylum  for  my  last  days,  in  which  I shall  pray 
constantly  for  the  prosperity  and  increase  of  my 
country.  For,  very  far  am  1 from  haring  an  ambi- 
tion less  noble  and  praiseworthy  because,  undeceiv- 


ed of  the  value  of  power  and  distinction,  there  only 
remains  to  me  one  true  pleasure,  which  is  to  deserve 
and  enjoy  the  applause  and  esteem  of  my  fellow 
citizens. 
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A series  of  demonstrations,  have  been  made  by  our 
Executive,  which,  if  judiciously  conceived,  have 
certainly  been  most  unfortunate  in  their  results. 

The  whole  country  was  taken  by  surprise,  when 
the  president  in  his  annual  message  of  December 
1845,  announced  lo  congress  that  a minister  had  al- 
ready embarked  and  was  probably  by  that  time  in 
Mexico,  charged  with  the  duty  of  proposing  terms 
with  a view  of  avoiding  a war.  The  most  profound 
secrecy  had  been  imposed  upon  that  occasion.  The 
object  of  this  secrecy  was  said  to  be  to  steal  a march 
upon  the  European  governments.  We  took  occasion 
at  the  time,  lo  express  deep  felt  regret  that  an  open, 
formal, respectful,  and  imposing  mission,  had  not  been 
preferred  to  a secret  one — and  that  a purpose  had 
not  been  publicly  avowed,  of  proposing  to  Mexico  to 
purchase,  for  a fair  equivalent,  the  Caiiforiiias,  and 
to  adjust  the  boundary  lines  between  us,  as  well  as  all 
other  subjects  of  difference,  in  an  amicable  as  well 
as  equitable  spirit.  Twenty,  or  twenty  five  millions 
of  dollars  would  have  been  cheerfully  paid  by  this 
country  for  the  Mexican  ports  upon  the  Pacific  and 
intervening  territory.  Such  a sum,  offered  in  a man- 
ner not  wounding  to  the  pride  of  the  Mexican  nation, 
would  have  been  a relief  to  them,  and  one  in  their 
known  financial  difficulties,  not  lo  be  disregarded. — 
Mexico  might  and  we  think  ought  to  have  been  ap- 
proached for  a purchase  of  California,  as  France  was 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  Spain  was  for  that 
of  Florida.  It  would  have  been  a plain  “business  frans- 
aclion,"  and  instead  of  being  roused  at  once  to  the  de- 
fence of  their  sovereignty,  instead  of  having  their  self- 
respect  and  pride  to  rally  and  maintain,  they  would 
have  come  to  the  question  as  a matter  of  inferesf;— -is 
California,  and  the  slender  chance  there  is  of  Mexi- 
co retaining  it  much  longer,  worth  more  than  the 
United  Slates  now  offers  us  for  it?”  Mexican  states- 
men as  well  as  all  other  intelligent  men,  must  know, 
that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  any  government  to  ar- 
rest the  tide  or  turn  the  humour  of  emigration  which 
is  sweeping  onward  with  resistless  impeluosiiy  from 
east  lo  west — and  they  must  be  aware  too,  that  the 
Mexican  government  could  not  long  pretend  to  con- 
trol the  new  population  which  California  is  about 
to  acquire  in  this  process.  Had  they  not  better  em- 
brace the  opportunity  of  getting  a fair  price  for  the 
territory,  than  by  alleinpling  to  hold  on,  inevitably 
lose  it? 

Such,  we  have  very  little  doubt,  might  have  been 
made  the  question  with  the  Mexicans. — had  they 
been  approached  as  every  sovereign  independent 
Rower  has  a right  to  require,  and  as  a weak  and 
touchy  neighbour  would  be  more  likely  to  be  scru- 
pulous in  requiring  and  which  a republic,  of  all  other 
governments  is  bound  to  be  scrupulous  about. 

Instead  of  being  so  approached,  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  when  Mr.  Slidell  reached  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  he  took  the  Mexican  people  as  much 
by  surprise  as  his  appointment  occasioned  here.  The 
executive  of  Mexico,  tottering  before,  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  suspicions  which  Mr.  Slidell’s  ap- 
proach in  so  secret,  so  questionable  a manner,  arous- 
ed against  them.  Herrera  fell,  under  the  weight  of 
these  imputations.  Paredes  succeeded  to  power  upon 
the  very  question  of  rejecting  the  overtures  which 
Mr.  Siidelt  was  suspected  of  making. 

A second  oeinonsiration  was  made,  it  is  supposed, 
by  a mission  to  Cuba,  whilst  Santa  Anna  was  resi- 
uent  upon  that  island,  which  was  certainly  not  more 
fortunate  in  its  results,  even  if  more  judicious  in  its 
inception. 

A third  approach,  if  we  may  credit  the  United 
States  Gazette,  and  other  prominent  journals,  has 
been  recently  attempted,  with  no  better  success. — 
The  following  extract  will  furnish  our  readers  with 
a specimen  ol  what  is  said  upon  the  subject.  We 
look  for  some  official  or  semi-official  notice  of  the 
affiair,  lo  place  the  Executive  in  its  proper  posi- 
tion. 

From  ihe  United  States  Gazette. 

THE  MISSION  AND  THE  MISSIONARIES. 

“Meanwhile,  we  hear  of  a peace  mission,  kept 
secret  till  now,  of  Senor  Aloclia,  a resident  of  this 
city,  but  a South  American  (and  a Mexican,  we  be- 
lieve,) by  birth.’’ 

The  above  is  from  the  New  York  Express.  We 
wish  to  notice  a slight  inaccuracy  in  the  remarks  of 
our  contemporary,  and  then  to  note  a fiagrant  wrong 
by  the  government.  Atocha,  w.  believe,  is  not  a 
Mexican  by  birth;  if  he  is,  he  certainly  cannot  be  a 
South  American. 
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But  let  us  look  at  the  mission  of  this  man,  if,  in- 
deed, he  really  has  had  any  mission.  Whom  has 
the  President  of  the  United  States  sent  on  a deli- 
cate errand  to  the  Mexican  government,  to  a peo- 
ple proverbially  jealous  of  personal  and  national 
policy.’ 

Alocha,  we  have  heard,  is  a native  of  Old  Spain. 
He  went  some  years  ago  to  Mexico,  where  he  resid- 
ed, but  having  rendered  himself  very  odious  to  the 
government,  ho  was  dismissed  from  the  country,  and 
left  It  in  disgrace.  He  then  landed  at  New  Orleans, 
where,  after  some  time,  he  was  admitted  as  one  of 
the  police  of  the  city.  There  he  made  out  an  ac- 
count against  the  Mexican  government,  of  the  items 
of  which,  or  the  vouchers,  we  know  nothing.  Sub- 
setjuenlly  be  proceeded  north,  and  after  various 
movements,  it  seems  that  he  was  selected,  of  all  men 
in  the  United  States,  to  go  on  a delicate  mission  te 
Mexico,  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  wishes  and  views  of 
the  republic  of  the  United  States,  of  which  we  do 
not  know  that  he  is  even  a citizen,  to  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  from  which  he  had  been  banished. 

We  speak  from  information:  and  if  our  information 
is  correct,  surely  nothing  could  be  considered  more 
injudicious,  (to  use  no  harder  term,)  than  the  em- 
ployment of  such  a man  upon  such  a mission  to  such 
a people.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  extraordinary 
minister  of  the  United  States  should  have  found  a 
great  difficulty  in  landing,  and  it  is  less  strange  that 
the  editors  of  the  Mexican  papers  should  express  a 
belief  that  his  mission  would  prove  abortive;  for  suc- 
cessful or  unsuccessful,  as  the  obstinacy  or  miseries 
of  the  Mexicans  may  triumph,  it  is  evident  that  no 
ordinary  circumstances  could  warrant  the  president 
of  the  United  Slates  in  entrusting  the  affairs  of  this 
government  with  such  a man.  And  no  man  with 
any  respect  for  the  government  of  an  independent 
nation,  would  oS'end  that  nation  by  sending  an  im- 

Eortanl  message,  leading  to  a national  negotiation, 
y a person  situated  as  that  man  is  with  Mexico. 

We  hope,  or  rather  we  desire,  that  peace  may  re- 
sult from  this,  or  some  other  proposition;  but  we 
cannot  belieye  that  the  people  will  sustain  such  a 
step  as  has  been  taken,  if  any  such  mission  has  been 
made.  'I'here  are  gentlemen  enough  in  the  United 
Stales,  who  speak  the  Spanish  language  well,  to  do 
the  errands  ol  the  government;  and  if  nothing  but  a 
pariizan  will  serve  the  presideni,  we  doubt  not  that 
some  of  his  own  side  could  be  found. 
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The  whole  country  has  been  kept  during  the  week 
in  a stale  of  intense  and  daily  increasing  anxiety. — 
The  imminent  peril  and  sufferings  to  which  the  several 
detachments  constituting  “the  army  of  the  north,” 
were  evidently  exposed  when  our  last  accounts  left 
them,  and  which  it  was  our  painful  duty  to  publish  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Register,  were  scarcely  known 
before  intelligence  arrived  of  the  “Army  of  the  Cen- 
tre” under  Gen.  Wool  and  “thearmy  of  Occupation,” 
— what  was  left  of  it,  both  united  under  command 
of  General  Taylor,  and  comprising  together  about 
5,000  men,  weree  iiher  attacked  or  about  to  be  at- 
tacked by  Santa  Anna  with  a force  so  vastly  su- 
perior, as  to  leave  the  issue  very  doubtful  if  not  dis- 
astrous. 

The  first  report,  reached  us  on  Saturday  night, 
that  a battle  or  battles  had  been  fought,  in  which 
two  thousand  of  our  army,  and  four  or  five  thousand 
of  the  Mexicans  had  been  killed  or  wounded — and 
that  General  Taylor  was  falling  back  on  Monterey — 
that  in  the  mean  time  a formidable  division  of  Mexi- 
cans under  Urrea  was  advancing  upon  Camargo — 
that  a number  of  wagons  on  their  route  from  Ca- 
margo to  Monterey  had  been  taken  by  the  Mexicans, 
their  teamsters  all  murdered,  and  that  all  commu- 
nication with  Monterey  was  cut  off. 

The  communications  fiave  been  cut  off,  but  the 
rumors  of  the  battles  are  altogether  derived  from 
Mexican  authority.  When  the  last  accounts  left  Gen. 
Taylor,  a fight  was  expected  immediately. 

By  the  Bjlnielio  steamship  which  reached  New 
Orleans  on  the  15lh,  we  have  Galveston  dates  to  the 
12lh,  Brazos  dales  to  the  7tb,  and  Camargo  to  the 
Sd  iublanl,  but  nothing  later  than  the  23d  ult.  from 
Monterey. 

The  2d  Mississippi  regiment  reached  Malamoros 
the  5lh  instant.  'I'tiey  relieve  the  Indiana  regiment, 
which  Was  to  leave  the  6th  for  Camargo. 

Fort  Harney,  (^Brazos),  March  6,  1847. 

Editors  of  the  Picoyune — in  the  absence  of  any- 
thing like  authentic  information  from  above,  we 
have  many  rumors,  and  some  of  them  are  exceed- 
ingly unpleasant.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from 
Gen.  Taylor  since  the  22d,  except  from  Mexicans 
and  lilUe  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  their  slale- 
menU.  On  the  22d  Gen.  Taylor  was  attacked  by 
the  Mexican  army  in  force  of  about  15,000,  at  Agua, 


I Nueva,  twenty  miles  beyond  Saltillo.  Gen.  Taylor 
fell  baek  to  Saltillo,  and  there  another  engagement 
took  place,  with  severe  lo*s  to  the  Mexican  army. 
General  Taylor  ordered  everything  to  be  distroyed 
which  could  not  be  taken  along.,  and  fell  back  to 
the  Rinconada,  twenty  fire  miles  this  side  of  Saltillo, 
at  which  pass  a body  of  5,000  Mexicans  were  sta- 
tioned. The  movements  of  Gen  Taylor  this  side  of 
Agua  Nueva  are  Mexican  accounts. 

Everything  is  conjecture  in  relation  to  what  has 
happened  to  Gen.  Taylor  and  our  little  army,  in 
consequence  of  all  communications  between  Ca- 
margo and  Monterey  being  cut  off.  It  is  evident  that 
in  consequence  of  so  much  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  force 
being  withdrawn  from  him  for  other  operations,  he 
is  in  an  extremely  critical  situation. 

Col.  Curtis  was  determined  to  make  a strong  de- 
fence at  Camargo. 

Cali  for  Volunteers.  By  the  annexed  letter  from 
Col.  Curtis,  commanding  at  Camargo,  it  will  be  seen 
that  a call  has  been  made  for  a large  number  of 
volunteers,  for  the  defence  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Headquarters,  Camargo  March,  2,  1847. 

Sin — 1 send  an  officer  to  headquarters,  at  Wash- 
ington, making  a requisition  on  the  president  of  (he 
U.  Slates  for  fifty  thousand  six  months  volunteers. 
All  communication  has  for  several  days  been  cut  off 
between  this  place  and  the  army  above,  arid  1 see 
no  adequate  relief  this  side  of  New  Orleans.  I re- 
quest you,  therefore,  to  call  out  ten  thousand  men  of 
Ibis  character  of  troops,  and  I anticipate  they  will 
be  recognized  under  the  call  of  the  president. 

As  fast  as  any  considerable  force  can  be  accumu- 
lated, lot  them  be  forwarded  to  Brazos  Santiago. — 
All  troops,  as  far  as  practicable,  should  be  armed 
before  leaving  the  United  States,  and  the  officers 
commanding  companies  should  lake  in  charge  am- 
munition enough  to  distribute,  in  case  of  emergency, 
forty  rounds  at  least. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed’t  servant, 

SAMUEL  R.  CURTIS,  Col.  Com'ing. 

To  the  governor  of  Louisiana. 

The  New  Orleans  Tropic  says  that  the  governor 
of  Louisiana  expresses  his  readiness,  with  his  accus- 
tomed patriotic  fervor,  “to  pull  off  his  coat  and  go 
to  work  to  r.iise  volunteers,  and  he  hopes  all  good 
citizens  will  aid  liim.”  This  hope,  (adds  the  Tropic) 
he  will  assuredly  realize;  for  the  citizens  ofLouisiana, 
of  ail  parties,  will  stand  by  their  chief  magistrate  in 
any  responsibility  he  may  assume  in  this  emergency. 

The  army  of  invasion.  Whilst  General  Taylor 
with  his  new  command,  consisting  principally  of 
volunteers,  is  contending  near  Saltillo  with  five 
times  their  number  of  Mexicans,  commanded  by  the 
most  distinguished  officers  in  the  Mexican  army, 
General  Scott  with  the  main  body  of  regulars,  and  a 
formidable  portion  of  the  volunteers,  are  engaged  in 
a demonstration  upon  Vera  Cruz. 

After  a very  short  delay  at  Tampico,  General  Scott 
embarked  from  thence  on  the  21sl  Feb.  for  the  little 
island  of  Lobos,  from  which  we  have  dates  to  the  1st 
March,  at  which  time  about  eighty  sail  of  transports, 
&c.  were  then  Isying.and  on  boar^of  which  had  been 
embarked  nearly  everything  that  had  been  on  the  is- 
land, men  munitions,  provisions,  &c.  They  expected 
to  leave  the  island  on  the  2d  for  Anton  Lizardo,  and 
that  the  assault  on  Vera  Cruz  would  be  made  on  the 
lUth  of  March. 

Genaerl  Worth  reached  Lobos  on  the  1st. — 
Gen.  Twiggs  arrived  a few  days  before. 

Gen.  Patterson  was  still  at  I’ampico  on  the  3J  of 
March,  on  which  day  the  Louisiana  volunteers 
that  had  been  at  Loboa  arrived,  and  with  their  as- 
sociates that  had  been  wrecked  in  the  Ondiaka,  were 
to  garrison  Tampico.  They  had  suffered  severely  by 
sickness. 

The  Mississippi  volunteers  that  were  at  Lobos, 
part  of  the  2tl  regiment,  had  suffered  terribly  by 
sickness  and  look  miserably.  They  were  ordered  to 
repair  to  Monterey  and  report  to  Gen.  Taylor,  and 
had  embarked  accordingly. 

The  three  men  that  were  under  arrest  as  spies  at 
Lobos  were  tried  alter  General  Scott’s  arrival,  and 
acquitted. 

1 he  Alexandria  Gazette  says — We  have  seen  a 
letter  from  the  island  of  Lobos,  dated  the  28th  ol 
February,  which  states  that  there  has  been  a most 
unreasonable  delay  in  the  arrival  of  transports  and 
munitions  of  war  at  that  place.  3'hey  aie  six  weeks 
later  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  and  up  to  the 
latest  dales  all  the  troops  had  not  arrived,  and  several 
vessels  contaning  ordnance  strores,  such  as  cannon 
and  mortars,  wore  wanting.  The  expedition  to 
Vera  Cruz  will  consist  of  about  12,000  troops  and 
probably  100  sail  of  all  kinds.  Gen.  Bcott,  it  is  said, 
expects  to  have  boats  enough  to  land  5,000  troops  at 
once. 

A letter  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
states  that  forty  howitzers,  capable  of  discharging 
forty  shells  in  a minute,  hare  been  sent  to  Vera 


Cruz,  to  be  used  half  a mile  in  the  rear  of  that  city. 
The  letter  adds — “They  can,  from  that  point,  destroy 
the  town  in  a few  hours,  if  necessary.  If  the  Mexi- 
can army  should  make  a rally , gen.  Scott  will  be  ready 
to  receive  them.  The  position  also  commands  the 
Castle, — that  is,  they  can  throw  forty  shells  every 
minute,  into  the  Castle, — and,  at  a distance  of  three 
quarters  of  a mile,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  gun  in 
the  Castle.  We  have  also  the  best  engineer  officers 

in  the  world.” 

The  latest  date  from  Gen.  Scott’s  division  of  our 
forces  was  brought  to  New  Orleans  by  the  brig  Ann 
Still,  which  left  Tampico  on  the  3d  inst.  Captain 
Stafford,  8lh  regiment  U.  S.  infantry,  came  passenger; 
having  fallen  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel  whilst  dis- 
embarking his  co.iipany,  and  broken  two  of  his  ribs, 
he  returns  to  recruit. 

A correspondent  of  the  Picayune,  writing  from 
Tampico,  February  28,  says — “This  morning  the  U. 
Slates  steamer  Edith,  from  Brazos  Santiago,  with 
Gen.  Worth  and  staff  and  two  companies  of  troops 
on  board,  touched  ofl  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  our 
river,  coming  to  anchor  two  miles  outside,  and  sent 
despatches  up  to  Gen.  Patterson.  1 went  down  with 
a friend  and  saw  Gen.  AVorth;  found  him  in  good 
health  and  fine  spirits.  The  Edith  being  bound  for 
Lobos  Island,  sailed  on  her  course  at  half  past  2 P.  M. 
The  U.  S. steamer  Alabama,  now  lying  in  the  stream 
opposite  the  city,  is  to  sail  to-morrow  with  General 
Patterson,  staff  and  troops.  The  steamer  Virginia, 
with  Gen.  Pillow,  do.  do.  do.  If  the  transports  on 
the  way  here  from  the  Brazos  arrive,  it  is  probable 
that  by  the  last  of  this  week  all  the  forces  to  leave 
will  have  sailed. 

Whether  there  be  a battle  any  where  else,  it  seems 
to  be  pretty  certain  that  we  shall  have  one  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  before  we  get  to  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  known 
here  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  give  us  a warm 
reception  on  landing.  In  the  rear  of  Anton  Lizardo 
they  have  built  strong  fortifications,  too  far  for  the 
guns  of  our  squadron  to  bear  upon  them,  but  in  reach 
of  the  point  ol  landing. 

On  these  fortifications  very  heavy  guns  are  mount- 
ed, and  other  arrangements  are  made  and  being 
made,  to  make  a desperate  stand  against  the  landing 
of  our  troops.  It  is  also  to  be  expected  that  the 
city  of  Vera  Cruz  is  in  a condition  to  make  bloody 
resisiance.  But  a few  days,  I hope,  will  tell  the 
tale,  and  make  all  speculation  unnecessary.  Who 
doubts  the  issue? 

Tampico,  March  2. 

I will  give  the  last  rumor.  News  reached  here 
yesterday  that  Gen.  Minon,  leading  the  advance  of 
Santa  Anna’s  forces  against  Gen.  Taylor,  with  500 
men,  had  attempted  to  suprise  Gen.  P.  by  a night 
assault,  but  that  he  met  with  a total  disappointment 
The  whole  force  was  defeated— how  many  killed  and 
made  prisoners  not  stated  precisely,  bnt  they  were 
essentially  whipped. 

THE  CAMPAIGN. 

Our  government  have  had  considerable  difficulty 
in  understanding  Santa  Ahna’s  game.  Many  believ- 
ed that  in  spile  of  all  his  pretences,  he  was  in  reality 
disposed  to  take  the  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars 
from  the  United  States  and  to  ask  our  aid  to  main- 
tain him  111  supremacy  at  Mexioo,  in  order  to  render 
the  concessions  he  might  make,  available.  I'he  pre- 
sident may  have  continued  to  entertain  this  opiniou. 
Perhaps  Gen.  Benton  shared  this  o|iinion  wilh  him. 

Our  generals  in  the  field  appear  lo  have  been  no 
less  puzzled  lo  understand  the  arch  Mexican’s  mo- 
vements. When  he  publicly  announced  in  general 
orders  and  in  his  address  to  his  companions  in  arm* 
his  design  lo  inarch  to  the  north  and  fight  the  inva- 
ders of  Mexico  at  all  hazards — and  at  the  same  lime 
published  the  remonsirance  which  is  inserted  in  this 
number  of  the  Register,  exposing  the  utter  destitution 
of  his  army,  of  requisite  means  lor  such  a confiict 
few  appeared  to  believe  in  his  sincerity,  or  to  think 
it  possible  that  he  could  atleinpl  such  a march.  His 
sincerity  was  doubted.  All  were  curious  to  know 
his  real  purpose. 

it  appears  by  the  issue,  that  for  once  at  least 
Santa  Anna  was  candid.  He  apprised  fneuds  and 
foes  ol  the  direction  he  was  about  to  take,  and  the 
plight  he  was  l kiug  it  in.  Whether  he  has  been 
successful  or  not,  must  soon  be  ascertained.  Ofie 
thing  has  been  arcertained,  and  that  is,  that  he  is  a 
skilful,  bold,  and  intrepid  commander. 

By  one  of  the  most  daring  expedients  we  have 
ever  read  of,  he  succeeded  in  oblaining  General 
Scott’s  express,  containing  his  etitiie  plan  for  the 
ensuing  campaign,  which  our  readers  will  also  find 
inserted  amongst  the  documents  inserted  in  this  num- 
ber. Ol  this  knowledge  he  has  availed  himsell,  and 
look  his  own  measures  accordingly. 

General  Taylor  has  been  nol  only  a brave  and 
sagacious,  but  also  a niosi  fortuiiale  officer.  Ha 
Was  the  first,  if  vve  mistake  not,  to  win  a brevet  in 
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the  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812 — and  the  first 
to  be  brevetted  for  still  greater  distinction  in  the 
present  war.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  luck  will 
not  have  failed  him  in  the  present  emergency. — 
What  a good  commander  could  do  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, we  have  full  faith  in  his  having  done. 
He  may  again  have  been  victorious  in  the  unequal 
conflict  to  which  he  has  been  exposed.  If  he  has 
been,  his  former  laurels  may  possibly  fade  in  com 
parison  with  those  he  has  now  won.  If  on  the  con- 
trary, he  shall  have  been  overwhelmed,—  but  we  re- 
frain from  that  theme. 

Whilst  on  one  hand  we  have  it  confidently  assum- 
ed, and  that  too  in  articles  evidently  penned  by  men 
of  superior  military  intelligence,  that  General  Tay- 
lor would  by  no  means  have  been  justifiable  in  wait- 
ing Santa  Anna’s  attack  either  at  Agua  Nueva,  or  at 
Saltillo,  but  must  have  pi udently  fallen  back  upon 
Monterey  in  time  to  prevent  disaster,  we  have  it  on 
the  other  hand  asserted  in  the  New  York  Sun,  on 
authority  of  a letter  from  an  individual  in  the  army, 
dated  at  Monterey  the  20lh  Feb.  which  says,  that 
Gen.  Taylor  selected  Agua  Nueva  for  a field-fight 
with  Santa  Anna’s  whole  army,  and  that  Gen.  Mar- 
shall, on  the  day  named,  left  Monterey  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  the  disposable  forces,  to 
join  Gen.  Taylor,  who  «as  then  hourly  expecting  an 
attack  from  Santa  Anna,  f rom  the  tenor  of  the  let- 
ter, it  would  seem  tiiat  Gen.  Taylor  had  selected 
his  ground  for  a fight.  The  tenor  of  all  tlie  let- 
ters from  that  direction,  including  the  latest  from 
Gen.  Taylor  himself,  indicates  a design  on  the  part 
of  our  army  to  fight,  instead  of  retiring  from  their 
advanced  positions. 

By  the  latest  arrival  from  Tampico  we  have  city 
of  Mexico  dates  to  the  27th  Feoruary.  A letter 
is  published  from  Santa  Anna,  dated  the  17ih  Feb. 
from  San  Salvador,  at  10  o’clock,  a.  m.  in  this  he 
says  Gen.  Taylor  was  in  lorce  at  Agua  Nueva — twen 
ty  leagues  distant — and  preparing  fora  general  ac- 
tion, with  seven  or  eight  thousand  troops,  and  with 
more  than  twenty  pieces^of  artillery.  He  announces 
his  own  intention  to  fight  him  on  the  21st,  and  ad  Is: 
“By  the  lime  this  letter  reaches  you,  there  will  have 
been  a great  action  fought,  the  result  of  which  will 
be  of  incalculable  consequence  to  the  country.”  He 
represents  his  own  troops  to  be  full  of  enthusiasm 
The  latest  mo'ement  ol  Santa  Anna’s  lorce  is  in 
dicated  in  a number  of  El  Repu'olica  o of  ihe  25  li  ut  , 
It  IS  published  as  very  important.  It  is  a letter  Iruin 
San  Luis  Po'.osi  dated  February  20iii,  which  annoiin- 
ces  the  receipt  ol  intormali on  by  a captain  who  had 
just  arrived,  that  “the  Yankees  had  abaniluiied  Agua 
Nueva,  which  point  they  had  loriifietl,  retivatin,', 
upon  Saltillo.  Our  active  General  Santa  Anna  lias 
cut  oil  their  relreat  ii[ion  Monterey,  b>  jnlerp.  Sov 
bei  ween  Monterey, and  Saltillo  Gens.  Minoa  an  i l\n  - 
rejon. 

But  on  the  other  hand  again,  the  last  line  of  Mi 
Kendall’s  latest  postscript  from  Tampico  ol  the  7ui  » 
Maietisays:  "General  i'ay lOr  has  had  no  liglit,  bui 
has  fallen  back  on  Saltillo  and  Monterey.” 

The  Savannah  Republican  has  inlormation  sa/d 
to  be  derived  from  Lieut.  F.  of  the  regular  army,  on 
his  way  to  VVathington.  Lieut.  F.  had  seen,  since, 
he  left  Monterey,  a letter  from  Gen.  Taylor  to  his 
son  in  law.  Dr.  Wood,  in  which  he  says,  that  he  was 
sixteen  miles  from  Saltillo,  w ith  his  own  and  Wool’s 
command,  amounting  to  5,800  efiecUve  men,  and 
was  retiring  quietly  on  Monterey. 

There  would  seem  to  have  been  fault  somew  here, 
that  thus  within  the  brief  space  ol  eight  months,  the 
whole  country  should  twice  be  thro  ■ n into  a slate 
of  alarm  for  the  safeti/  of  General  Taylor’s  com 
mand,  and  that  requisitions  should  twice  have  to  be 
made  exlra-officially  upon  the  nearest  stale  authori- 
ties for  troops  to  fly  to  the  rescue.  In  the  first  in- 
stance Gen.  'Taylor  escaped  as  if  by  miracle;  we  say 
nothing  of  the  miracles  that  required  to  be  perform- 
ed to  insure  success  at  Monterey,  with  an  army 
without  a battering  tram  to  as-ault  such  forliflcalions 
as  were  there  won. 

General  Gaines  was  in  command  of  the  southern 
military  division  last  May,  when  General  'Taylor 
was  in  imminent  danger  between  Malamoros  and 
Point  Isabel.  Thalotiicer  immediately  assumed  the 
responsibilily  of  making  a requisition  lor  volunteers 
upon  Louisiana  and  the  neighboring  states,  to  rescue 
General  'Taylor.  The  requisition  was  promptly 
met,  but  the  general  had  to  suffer  lor  exercising  un- 
authorised power  in  the  premises.  Colonel  Curtis, 
who  is  represented  to  be  “a  cool,  judicious,  and  de- 
liberate officer,”  seems  not  to  have  been  admonish- 
ed by  General  Gaines’  fate  in  that  instance.  The 
general’s  requisition  was  fora  few  battalions  at  most. 
Colonel  Curtis  draws  wilh  a bolder  pen;  ten  thou- 
sand men  from  the  single  stale  of  Louisiana — and 
fifty  thousand  men — the  total  amount  of  volunteers 
auttiunsed  by  the  act  of  congress,  forgelung  we 
presume  the  portion  of  the  filly  thousand  that  are 


already  in  the  field  under  the  act  alluded  to,  the 
whole  fifty  thousand  are  embraced  in  the  colonel’s 
requisition  upon  the  president! 

Colonel  Curtis  no  doubt  feels  the  deep  responsibi- 
lity of  his  own  position,  in  command  at  Camargo, 
where  it  is  stated  that  government  stores,  munitions, 
clothing  and  supplies  for  the  army  are  deposited  to 
the  value  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars.  This 
would  be  a prize  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
Mexican  army  worth  fighting  for.  A formidable 
division  of  Mexicans  under  Urrea  and  several  pre- 
datory corps,  are  undoubtedly  in  that  direction.  If 
General  Taylor  has  not  severely  defeated  Santa 
Anna — if,  as  is  supposed,  he  has  retired  to  Monte- 
rey, wilh  a design  of  there  defending  himself,  that 
place  will  be  invested,  and  a large  portion  of  Santa 
Anna’s  army  may  be  detached  towards  the  Rio 
Grande  in  pursuit  of  what  they  are  so  much  in  need 
of. 

Meantime,  Genera!  Scott,  it  will  be  seen,  is  ac- 
tively occupied  in  approaching  Vera  Cruz.  The 
probability  is,  that  before  this  lime  he  is  in  posses- 
sion ol  that  city,  and  with  an  army  of  12  to  15,000 
of  our  choicest  troops,  he  is  there,  within  252  miles 
of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  240  miles  from  Tampico. 
From  Tampico  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  is  120  miles; 
from  San  Luis  Potosi  to  Mexico  is  380  miles,  and  to 
Saltillo  320  miles.  Santa  Anna  left  San  Luis  the 
3d,  and  is  said  to  have  fought  General  Taylor  on 
the  22d  or  23d  of  February.  By  the  lOih  of  March, 
the  day  assigned  by  report  for  General  Scott  to  at- 
tack Vera  Cruz,  Santa  Anna  may  have  accomplish- 
ed something  of  his  errand  to  the  north,  and  be  able 
to  retrace  tiis  steps  in  lime  to  defend  San  Luis  be- 
fore Gen.  Scott  could  reach  that  place. 

Vera  Cruz  has  a population  of  not  over  six  or 
seven  thousand.  Its  importance  to  Mexico  is  as  a 
commercial  .sea  port,  of  wliich  she  has  so  few  that 
are  safe  upon  her  eastern  coast.  In  a time  of  war, 
when  the  commerce  of  Mexico  is  entirely  suspend- 
ed by  blockade,  Vera  Vruz  is  comparatively  value- 
less to  them.  To  the  United  Stales  it  would  be  an 
important  key,  but  not  so  important  we  apprehend, 
as  that  its  possession  would,  as  somejassert,  enable  us 
to  dictate  a peace. 

The-e  are  all  speculations.  True,  but  when  in- 
tense interest  is  existed,  it  is  impossible  to  restrai.) 
the  mind  fion;  searching  for  probabilities.  It  is  not 
only  prudent, — it  is  a duty  to  look  out,  and  see,  as 
well  as  we  can,  how  the  land  lies. 


THE  LATEST  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNTS  FROM  THE  ARMY. 

The  painful  anxiety  wliich  now  pervades  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  General  Taylor’s 
army,  has  induced  us  to  apply  to  the  war  department 

for  the  latest  authentic  information  on  the  subject 

We  have  been  furnished  with  the  two  following  des- 
patches, the  last  received  from  general  Taylor,  and 

we  now  lay  them  before  our  readers Wash.  Union. 

[No.  13.]  Headquarters  Army  or  Occupation, 
Agua  Nueva,  18  miles  south  of  Saltillo, 
February  7,  1847. 

Sir:  1 changed  my  headquarters  to  this  place  on 
the  5th  inst.,  bringing  forward,  in  the  first  instance, 
Lieut.  Col.  May’s  squadron  of  dragoons;  tw’o  batte- 
ries, (Sherman’s  and  Bragg’s)  and  the  regiment  of 
Mississippi  riflemen.  Yesterday  the  second  Kentuc- 
ky and  second  and  third  Indiana  regiments  came  up, 
and  will  be  joined  in  a day  or  two  by  the  other  troops 
in  and  near  Saltillo,  except  the  small  garrison  of  sev- 
en companies  left  in  that  town. 

Although  advised  by  Major  General  Scott  to  evac- 
uate Saltillo,  I am  confirmed  in  my  purpose  of  hold- 
ing not  only  that  point,  but  this  position  in  front. — 
Not  to  speak  of  the  pernicious  moral  effect  upon  vol- 
unteer troops  of  falling  back  from  points  which  we 
have  gained,  there  are  powerful  military  reasons  for 
occupying  this  extremity  of  the  pass  rather  than  the 
other.  The  scarcity  of  water  and  supplies  for  a long 
distance  in  front  compels  the  enemy  either  to  risk  an 
engagement  in  the  field,  or  to  hold  himself  aloof  from 
us;  while,  if  we  fall  back  on  Monterey,  he  could  es- 
tablish himself  strongly  at  Saltillo,  and  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  annoy  more  effectively  our  flanks  and  our 
communications. 

I liave  no  intelligence  from  the  interior  more  re- 
cent or  authentic  than  that  heretofore  communicated. 
There  is  understood  to  be  no  considerable  force  in 
our  front,  nor  is  it  likely  that  any  serious  demonstra- 
tion will  be  made  in  this  direction.  The  frequent  a- 
larms  since  the  middle  of  December,  seem  to  have 
been  without  substantial  foundation.  I am  happy  to 
add  that  the  population  of  Saltillo  is  fast  returning  to 
the  city.  Under  the  judicious  management  of  Major 
Warren,  a discreet  officer  of  Illinois  volunteers,  who 


commands  in  the  to\vn,  it  is  hoped  that  the  people 
may  remain  quietly  in  their  homes. 

I respectfully  inclose  copies, of  statements,  showing 
the  names  of  the  officers  and  men  recently  captured 
by  the  enemy,  as  reported  in  my  despatch  No.  11.  I 
am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  army  commanding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[No.  14.]  Headquarters  Army  op  Occupation, 
Agua  Nueva,  Feb.  14,  1847. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  despatch  of  February  7th,  the 
occupation  of  this  position  has  been  completed  by  the 
arrival  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wool  with  the  remaining  corps 
left  in  the  rear.  The  troops  ate  now  conveniently 
encamped,  and  can  readily  take  up  excellent  defen- 
sive positions  when  necessary.  Everything  is  quiet  in 
in  and  about  Saltillo. 

I am  urging  supplies  forward  as  rapidly  as  practi- 
cable from  the  rear,  and  from  the  direction  of  Parras; 
for  if  joined  by  a sufficient  force  of  the  new  regiments, 

I wish  to  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportuni- 
ty that  may  offer  to  create  a diversion  in  favor  of 
Major  General  Scott’s  operations.  Of  those  new  reg- 
iments none  have  yet  been  reported  to  me,  nor  do  I 
know  how  many  I may  calculate  upon  for  service  in 
this  quarter. 

I can  communicate  no  very  recent  intelligence  from 
the  interior.  Up  to  the  26th  of  January,  the  Mexi- 
can congress  had  done  nothing  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  army,  which  had  received  nothing  for  January, 
and  but  half  the  necessary  funds  for  December. — ■ 
Rumors  reach  our  camp  from  time  to  time  of  the  pro- 
jected advance  of  a Mexican  force  upon  this  position, 
but  1 think  such  a movement  improbable.  The  com- 
mand is  held  at  all  times  in  readiness  for  the  enemy. 

I respectfully  enclose  a continuation  of  the  list  of 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  incident  to  the  operations 
before  Monterey — as  complete  as  it  can  be  made 
from  the  records  in  iny  possession.  There  yet  re- 
main to  be  reported  the  wounded  of  company  A.  3d 
artillery;  killed  and  wounded  of  the  4th  artillery;  and 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  2d  (Col.  Wood’s)  regiment 
Texas  mounted  volunteers.  These  few  remaining 
names,  it  is  presumed,  can  be  supplied  from  the  regi- 
mental returns  or  muster  rolls  on  file  in  your  office. 

Our  last  official  dates  from  Washington  are  to  the 
1 0th  January.  The  mail  of  yesterday  which  brought 
Washington  newspapers  as  late  as  the  15th,  had  noth- 
ing from  your  office. 

lam  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding, 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

LETTER  FROM  MAJOR  GAINES. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  piinlishing  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Major  John  P.  Games,  written  from 
San  Lnis  Potosi  on  the  lOlii  ull.,  since  which  dale 
the  major,  with  other  prisone.'-s,  has  left  for  the  city 
of  Mexico.  His  friends  will  read  with  satisfaction 
the  circuinstariees  which  account  for  the  surpiise 
and  surrender  of  the  parly,  as  well  as  of  the  treat- 
ment they  receive  from  the  Mexicans: 

[JV.  0.  Picayune,  March  11. 

San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico,  Feb.  10,  1846. 

1 wrote  you  from  Saltillo,  informing  you  of  my 
movements  up  to  about  the  10th  inst.  With  the  three 
companies  under  my  command,  I was  stationed  al- 
ternately at  Agua  Nueia  and  ihe  pas-  of  Palomas, 
both  outposts.  For  more  than  one  month  after  my 
arrival  at  Saltillo  there  were  constant  rumors  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  and  the  great  advantage 
they  had  over  us  (being  in  their  midst)  made  my  du- 
ties extremely  arduous.  They  had  every  means 
of  knowing  our  precise  condition  from  day  today, 

V.  hilst  we  found  it  very  difficult  to  find  out  anything 
concerning  them.  1 explored  the  country  in  their 
direction  by  day  and  by  night,  and  for  about  thirty 
days  never  slept  wilh  my  cloliies  off,  and  most  gen- 
erally booted  and  spurred.  On  the  19ih  of  January 
1 left  my  camp  at  the  Palomas  pass  with  Capl.  C.  M. 
Clay,  Lieut.  Davidson  ana  thirty  chosen  men  taken 
equally  from  Milam’s,  Pennington’s  and  Clay’s  com- 
panies, and  travelled  about  eighty  miles  towards  this 
place  on  the  Palomas  road,  and  finding  no  enemy  and 
hearing  nothing  of  him,  1 bore  w estward  apd  passed 
the  mountain  into  the  plain,  through  which  the  Agua 
Nueva  road  passes,  which  1 struck  belweea  the 
hacienda  Incarnacion  and  San  Salvador.  At  this 
place  I met  with  many  Mexicaus,  who  gave  me  the 
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tnj  roc-iiiiuisan.  i:,  aiiM  my  iiieti  ’K-iaii;  lire. i and  Ivui 
gr*,  I deteriniued  to  go  to  the  hacienda,  about  ten 
miles  distant,  and  spend  the  night. 

At  this  place  1 met  with  Major  Borland,  of  the 
Arkansas  cavalry,  with  about  forty  men,  who  had 
been  there  three  days,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  an 
additional  force  to  enable  him  to  attack  a detach- 
ment of  the  enemy,  two  hundred  strong,  then  said 
to  be  et  the  town  of  Salado,  about  forty  miles  dis- 
tant. Our  united  forces  we  considered  equal  to  the 
□ndertakingj  and  on  the  following  evening,  a little 
before  night,  we  started  on  this  enterprise.  After 
travelling  about  twelve  miles  we  met  with  some 
Mexicans,  who  assured  us  there  were  no  Mexican 
aoldiers  at  Salado,  and  that  the  distance  was  at  least 
sixty  miles.  We  had  no  guide,  ihe  night  was  very 
dark,  and  a tremendous  storm  was  coming  up. — 
These  facts,  together  with  the  information  given 
us  of  the  non  existence  of  the  enemy  in  the  neigh 
borhood,  determined  us  to  return  to  the  hacienda. — 
Had  we  continued  our  route  one  or  two  hours  longer 
we  should  have  met  General  Minoii  with  3,000  ca- 
valry. 

On  the  following  morning  we  found  ourselves 
completely  encompassed  by  his  force,  and  a little 
after  sunrise  their  bugles  sounded  on  all  sides,  which 
we  answered  with  our  solitary  bugle  and  three 
cheers  twice  told.  Their  troops  approached  on  one 
side,  and  a white  Sag  on  another.  V/e  required 
their  troops  to  retire,  previous  to  any  conference, 
which  being  complied  with,  the  flag  approached, 
and  the  result  was,  that  in  one  hour  we  would  answer 
their  admonition  to  surrender.  We  had  sixty-six  men 
and  six  officers,  with  about  20  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion each — no  water,  no  bread,  no  meat.  They  said 
they  had  3,000  men  present,  and  the  demonstrations 
around  us  left  but  little  room  to  doubt  its  truth 
substantially.  The  result  of  our  deliberation  was, 
that  we  would  hear  a proposition  from  them,  in  an- 
swer to  which  they  proposed  to  send  in  an  oflicer  of 
equal  rank  with  myself,  whilst  I repaired  to  their 
camp.  This  being  done,  I rode  out,  received  the 
propositions  of  the  general,  returned,  and  stated 
them  to  our  officers,  who  agreed  to  them;  again  re- 
turned to  the  general,  and  about  11  o’clock  we  sur- 
rendered  as  prisoners  of  war — Ihe  terms  being  that 
we  were  entitled  to  the  most  liberal  and  extended 
privileges  to  which  prisoners  under  any  circum- 
stances are  entitled. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  disparity  of  numbers — 
about  forty-four  to  one — our  men  exhibited  a thirst 
for  the  fight  truly  astonishing.  If  there  was  a single 
individual  who  felt  the  slightest  disincliuation  to  the 
conflict,  it  could  not  be  delected,  and  many,  actually 
shed  tears  at  the  uecessity  of  a surrender.  To  have 
allowed  them  to  fight  under  the  circumstances  would 
have  subjected  them  to  inevitable  destruction, 
without  lendering  any  valuable  services  to  their 
country.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  this  misfor- 
tune by  our  countrymen,  all  we  ask  is,  that  they 
will  be  slow  in  passing  censures  until  they  can  hear 
from  us  more  iu  detail. 

We  left  the  hacienda  [ncarnacion  the  day  after  our 
capture  for  this  place,  and  on  the  evening  of  that 
day  Capt.  Henrie  of  the  Arkansas  volunteers  made 
his  escape,  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of.  He  is 
the  son  ol  Maj.  Arthur  Henrie,  formerly  of  the  Pearl 
street  House,  Cincinnati. 

His  escape  was  the  occasion  of  some  occurrences 
on  our  route  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  here, 
but  H hich  ..  ere  lar  Irom  agreeable  to  us. 

Gn  our  route  here,  we  met  the  renowned  General 
Santa  Anna,  in  a large  clumsy  carriage  drawn  by 
eight  mules,  two  behind,  two  in  front  and  four  in 
the  centre.  1 had  a short  conference  with  him,  in 
which,  after  asking  me  a few  questions  concerning 
our  army  and  generals,  and  the  purpose  of  my  ex- 
pedition of  IncarnacioD,  he  gave  me  assurances  of 
good  treatment  whilst  prisoners,  told  us  w e would  be 
sent  from  this  to  the  cily  of  Mexico,  and  he  hoped 
shortly  to  our  own  country.  His  appearance  made 
a favorable  impression  on  our  utlicers  and  men.  We 
have  now  been  here  five  days,  kut  know  nothing  as 
to  the  time  we  shall  leave. 

1 shall  write  you  frequently  and  through  you  to 
my  family  should  circumstances  favor  it. 

1 am  very  respectfully,  JNO.  P.  GAINES. 

To  this  letter  is  appended  the  following  postscript 
without  a signature  and  wrillen  by  another  hand. — 
We  presume  the  information  it  containes  is  entirely 
authentic. 

“Maj.  Gaines  and  party  (97)  left  for  the  capital  on 
the  15ih  Feb.  the  officers  were  supplied  with  horsea 
for  the  road,  and  will  doubtless  be  allowed  their  pa- 
role on  arrival.” 


FrfiM  ifi!  jW.  r".  Picitynne  March  14. 

The  United  Stauvi  -.cliooiier  .^cisue  arnvml  in  port 
■ esterdav  oflernn!  n I'r,  ,,  .ni,..  monu-  of  Ihe  Rio 

Grande,  having  sailed  thence  on  the  6th  instant. — 
Dr.  Jarvis,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  came  passenger  on 
her.  He  is  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Col.  Cur 
tia,  in  command  at  Camargo,  to  the  government  at 
Washington. 

Dr.  Jarvis  left  Camargo  on  the  2d  instant.  There 
had  been  nothing  received  there  from  Gen.  Taylor 
for  several  days.  The  rumors  which  prevailed 
were  brought  through  by  Mexicans,  and  were  of  the 
most  contradictory  character.  To  enable  us  to  dis- 
tinguish what  is  known  to  be  true  from  what  is 
merely  rumored,  and  thus  to  correct  as  far  as  possi- 
ble the  exaggerated  reports  in  circulation.  Dr.  Jarvis 
has  at  our  request  furni-hed  us  with  the  fullowing 
memoranda  of  events  during  the  month  of  February 
of  which  he  was  personally  cognizant: 

[memoranda  op  dr.  JARVIS.] 

Left  Monterey  on  morning  of  the  2Jd  of  February 
for  Matamoros.  At  that  time  no  apprehension  or 
expectation  of  the  approach  of  Santa  Anna  towards 
Saltillo  was  entertained,  either  by  us  or  the  Mexi- 
cans. so  far  as  we  could  learn  from  the  latter.  A 
large  force  of  cavalry  was  known,  however,  to  be  in 
front  of  General  Taylor,  which  of  course  was  made 
known  by  their  capture  of  the  detachment  of  Arkan- 
sas and  Kentucky  cavalry  advanced  beyond  San  In- 
carnacion.  The  force  of  cavalry  on  this  side  of  the 
Sierra  Madre  under  command  of  General  Urrea,  es- 
timated at  from  six  to  eight  thousand,  was  said  to  be 
at  Victoria,  and  part  as  far  towards  .Monterey  as 
Mont  Morales,  when  I left  the  former  place.  They 
were,  in  fact,  in  Victoria  at  the  lime  our  troops 
marched  to  that  place  in  J-anuary  last,  and  returned 
to  Tula  as  an  advance  brigade  under  Gen.  Quitman 
entered  the  town.  They  were  supposed  to  be  acting 
as  a corps  of  observation,  and  a belief  was  enter- 
tained that  they  would  seize  the  first  favorable  op- 
portunity to  strike  on  our  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Camargo  and  Monterey,  and  capture  such 
trains  as  should  happen  to  be  on  the  road  at  the  time. 
Gen.  Taylor  must  have  apprehended  some  intentions 
of  this  kind,  for  on  my  arrival  at  Matamoros  I found 
them  fortifying  the  plaza  of  that  place  in  conse- 
quence of  orders  just  received  from  Gen.  Taylor  lo 
guard  against  the  sudden  attack  of  the  whole  or  part 
of  this  force. 

1 left  Camargo  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  Febru- 
ary to  return  to  Monterey,  in  company  with  a train 
of  70  wagons,  laden  with  supplies,  and  escorted  by  a 
company  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  Capt.  T F. 
Marshall,  and  a detachment  of  20  men  belonging  to 
the  2d  dragoons.  We  had  not  proceeded  five  miles 
when  an  order  arrived  for  our  return,  in  consequence 
of  instructions  just  receiveu  by  express,  which  pass- 
ed.us  on  the  road,  directed  lo  the  quartermaster  at 
Monterey,  which  were  received  from  Col.  Whiling, 
assislant  quartermaster  general  at  the  headquarters 
of  General  Taylor,  directing,  for  the  future,  that  all 
trains  be  stopped,  as  certain  information  had  been 
received  that  a large  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
say  four  or  five  thousand,  was  in  or  near  China,  and 
that  Cadereita  was  already  occupied  by  them. — 
These  last  particulars  are  contained  in  a hasty  note 
from  the  quartermaster  at  Monterey,  dated  February 
'23d,  and  terminating  it  with  the  remark,  ‘‘look  out.” 
With  Col.  Whiting’s  instructions  also  came  the  order 
of  Geo.  Taylor,  dated  Agua  Nueva,  February  21, 
the  last  one  received  up  lo  the  lime  of  my  leaving 
Camargo,  March  2d.  This  order  is  doubtless  the 
despatch  of  Gen.  Taylor  calling  for  reinforcement', 
alluded  lo  by  Captain  Montgomery  in  his  note,  as 
mentioned  to  bim  by  Col.  Whiting. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  another  express  arriv- 
ed at  Camargo  from  the  quartermaster  at  Monterey, 
staling,  in  a note,  that  he  had  sent  one  off  the  day  be- 
fore, but  apprehended  that  he  may  have  been  cut  off, 
and,  as  he  understood  from  Col.  Whiling  that  there 
were  important  despatches  from  General  Taylor  cal- 
ling for  reinforcements,  he  had  sent  another  to  advice 
of  this  fact. 

About  2 o’clock  the  same  day  another  expess  ar- 
rived with  a note  from  the  same  officer,  dated  Mon- 
terey, 11  o'clock  A.  -M.,  February  23d,  saying  an  ex- 
press had  Just  arrived  from  Saltillo  bringing  informa- 
tion that  Santa  Anna  tent  a summons  to  Gen.  Taylor 
demanding  his  surrender.  The  general  told  him  to 
come  and  take  him.  Santa  Anna  staled  that  he  had 
twenty  thousand  men  and  that  if  Taylor  did  not  sur 
render  he  would  out  him  to  pieces.  The  note  con- 
cludes:— “The  express  which  left  after  dark  last 
night  says  that  Taylor  was  giving  the  Mexicans 
hell." 

This  may  be  considered  the  last  official  communi- 
catioa  received,  ail  the  subsequent  information  being 
derived  from  the  Mexicans.  1 might  here  remark, 
that  a note  was  received  from  the  postmaster  at 
Monterey,  at  the  same  tune  with  the  last  comcuuni- 


calinn  of  Capt  Montgomery,  which  gives  the  addi- 
tional parliriilars  that  Gen.  Taylor  h.ad  fallen  back 
from  Agua  Nueva  to  Saltillo,  •vhich  I should  infer 
also  Irom  Ihe  notes  of  Capt.  M.,  although  he  doss 
not  distinctly  say  so.  The  Mexicans  say  he  lost  six 
pieces  of  cannon  at  the  former  place.  He  moreover 
state*  that  General  Marshall  had  gone  to  the  pass  of 
Los  Muertos  with  a view  of  fortifying  it,  and  large 
quantities  of  ammunition  had  been  despatched  from 
Monterey  to  Saltillo. 

The  detachiuenls  of  the  3d  Ohio  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Morgan  and  Lieut.  Col.  Irving — the  former 
having  seven  companies  at  Seralvo,  and  Ihe  latter 
three,  at  Marin — it  was  greatly  feared  at  Camargo, 
had  been  cut  off  by  a large  force  of  three  thousand 
men,  who  are  said  (o  have  occupied  the  latter  place 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d.  Lieut.  Col.  Irving,  in 
obedience  to  general  order  No.  11,  is  said  to  have 
left  Marin  the  morning  of  the  same  dav  it  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  marching  towards  Saralvo,  with 
a view  of  forming  a junction  with  Col.  Morgan,  and 
then  proceeding  lo  .Monterey.  Col.  Mongan  left  Se- 
ralvo on  the  24th,  having  destroyed,  in  obedience  to 
the  enilorsement  on  the  same  general  order,  all  such 
provisions  and  supplies  as  he  could  not  carry  with 
him.  He  must  of  consequence  have  encountered  the 
enemy  in  his  route,  as  they  had  already,  as  we  have 
«een  above,  occupied  in  force  Marin,  lying  between 
him  and  Monterey. 

Moreover,  a train  of  120  wagons,  which  left  Ca- 
raargo  about  the  16th  or  17lh,  laden  with  provisions, 
clothing,  &c.,  is  said  to  have  been  attacked  on  the 
24lh,  at  or  near  Rariios,  lying  between  Seralvo  and 
Marin,  and,  with  the  escort,  captured.  This  intelli- 
gence was  brought  in  by  an  American  or  Mexican 
mule  driver,  who  was  with  the  train,  and  escaped  at 
the  time  of  its  capture.  He  says  that  the  Mexicans 
charged  at  the  same  time  both  the  front  and  rear  of 
the  train.  After  the  firing  (which  was  of  short  du- 
ration) ceased,  he  cautiously  ventured  from  out  of 
the  chaparral,  with  a view  of  finding  some  of  his 
c imrades.  He  discovered  the  Mexicans  busily  en- 
gaged in  unharnessing  the  mules  from  the  wagons, 
and  seeing  none  of  his  own  party,  made  his  way 
back,  carefully  avoiding  the  road  lo  Camargo. 

A hundred  .Vlexican  stories  were  in  circulation  at 
Camargo  when  1 left  in  reference  to  the  battle  going 
on  between  Gen.  Taylor  and  Santa  Anna.  They  say 
it  has  already  continued  three  days,  with  considerable 
loss  on  our  side,  but  much  greater  on  that  of  the  Mexi- 
cans. Subsequent  accounts  represent  Gen.  Taylor 
as  having  fallen  back  on  Monterey.  The  day  I left 
Camargo  a letter  was  received  from  the  alcalde  of 
Mier,  saying  that  the  Mexican  troops  had  entered 
that  town,  twenty  four  miles  distant  from  the  former 
place,  and  had  made  him  prisoner  in  consequence  of 
his  endeavoring  to  secrete  stores  left  behind  in  his 
charge  when  Lieut.  Colonel  McCook  evacuated  the 
place.  Col.  Curtis  intended  to  march  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Monterey  the  momei  t Col.  Drake  with  the 
3d  Indiana  regiment  arrived  from  Matamoros  to  re- 
lieve him.  The  latter  oflicer  was  awaiting  the  arri- 
val of  the  Mississippi  regiment,  which  I met  on  the 
river,  a short  distance  below  Matamoros,  on  its  way 
up.  This  regiment  and  six  companies  of  the  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Randolph,  which 
arrived  at  Camargo  the  day  1 left  that  place,  are  the 
only  volunteer  regiments  arrived  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
all  the  other  regiments  that  had  arrived  having  been 
sent  below  to  Lobos.  From  what  source  General 

Taylor  is  to  expect  relief  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

Every  soldier,  and  in  fact,  double  or  thrice  the 
number  that  now  constitute  the  garrisons  at  the  dif- 
ferent depots,  are  actually  necessary  for  their  de- 
fence, and  not  one  can  be  spared.  Information  can 
hardly  reach  Gen.  Scott  in  lime  for  him  to  march  a 
division  to  his  relief. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  which  reduces  to  some 
order  and  certainty  our  information  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  we  learn  further  from  Dr.  Jarvis  that  a 
bearer  of  despatches  had  left  Camargo  for  Tampico, 
and  sailed  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the 
6th  instant,  on  the  McKiin.  If  the  information  ne 
give  in  another  column  from  Tampico  be  entirely 
authentic,  the  messenger  would  not  reach  his  desti- 
nation till  the  departure  of  all  the  troops  which  can 
be  spared  from  that  point.  It  would  seem  however 
that  from  Tampico,  by  the  way  of  Victoria,  Generti 
Taylor  must  lonk  for  his  reinforcements. 

The  Mexican  citizens  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio 

Grande  are  abandoning  their  homes  in  crowds 

Matamoros  and  Camargo  are  stripped  of  their  native 
inhabitants.  They  dread  the  approach  of  their  own 
army  more  than  the  pre.sence  of  ours. 

No  fears  are  expressed  for  the  sofely  of  Camargo, 
•where  we  have  a vast  amount  of  stores.  There  are 
1,50U  fighting  men  in  the  place,  including  all  classes. 
They  are  well  armed,  and  the  place  so  strongly  for- 
tified that  it  will  not  probably  be  attempted. 
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We  are  most  happy  to  say  that  the  reported  cap- 
ture of  M’Culloch  and  his  command  is  unfounded. — 
If  harn)  has  occurred  to  him,  it  must  have  been 
somewhere  beyond  Monterey. 

We  have  an  abundant  supply  of  rrportcd  incidents 
by  this  arrival,  many  of  which  are  interesting,  and 
would  be  important  were  they  authentic;  but  enough 
is  known  with  certainty  of  the  position  of  affairs  on 
the  Rio  Grande  and  at  Saltillo  to  excite  alarm,  with- 
out aggravating  it  by  Mexican  rumors. 

Brazos  Santiago,  March  7,  1847. 
Gentlemen:  This  place,  during  the  past  few  days, 
having  been  the  scene  of  unusual  excitement,  caused 
by  the  disastrous  news  from  Monterey,  respecting 
the  perilous  position  of  Gen.  Taylor  and  his  division 
of  the  army,  at  Saltillo— 1 will  endeavor  to  give  a 
short  summary  of  the  best  information  obtained  from 
Camargo. 

It  appears  positively  certain  that  Gen.  Taylor  was 
attacked  in  his  position  at  Agua  Nueva,  on  the  22d 
February,  by  a force  variously  estimated  at  from  15 
to  23,000,  commanded  by  Gen.  Santa  Anna  in  per- 
son, and  that  being  unable  to  maintain  his  position, 
he  had  returned  to  Saltillo,  covering  his  wagon  train; 
not  however,  without  several  conflicts  with  the  ene- 
my in  which  he  repulsed  them  with  severe  loss  on 
their  part.  The  last  express  from  Gapt.  G.  H.  Mont- 
gomery, assistant  quartermaster  at  Monterey,  to  Cap. 
G.  H.  Crossman,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Camar- 
go, left  the  former  place  on  the  23J,  being  the  last 
communication  received  from  Monterey. 

From  that  period  all  communication  has  been  cut 
off  by  the  enemy’s  forces  occupying  Marin  and  other 
small  towns  and  villages  between  there  and  Camar- 
go. The  last  official  news  from  Camargo  represents 
that  Col.  Morgan,  2d  Ohio  regiment,  left  Ceralvo 
for  Monterey  on  the  24lh,  after  destroying  all  the 
stores  and  public  properly  which  he  could  not  carry 
with  him.  Rumors  have  since  reached  here,  that 
he  had  fallen  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy, 
near  Mann,  and  his  command  cut  to  pieces:  of  this, 
however,  there  is  no  certain  intelligence. 

The  steamer  Rough  and  Ready  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  — instant,  from  Camar- 
go, and  the  Captain  of  which  reports  as  follows, 
viz:  that  they  expected  an  attack  on  that  place 
every  hour,  and  that  when  he  was  wooding  at  Reyn- 
osa  distinctly  heard  a cannonading  from  that  direo- 
tion. 

P.  S.  12  o’clock.  Express  arrived  from  Capt. 
Ogden,  assistant  quartermaster  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  From  the  last  information  obtained,  the  force 
advancing  against  these  depots  consists  of  about  1800 
men  with  four  pieces  of  artillery— two  6’s  and  two 
4’s.  We  have  here  about  1200  men,  with  seven  pie- 
ces of  artillery-three  of  which  are  being  despatch- 
ed to  Captain  Ogden,  by  Major  Thomas,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  depot.  Two  companies  of  the  North 
Carolina  regiment  arrived,  and  were  landed  last 

\here  is  no  question  but  we  shall  be  enabled  to  beat 
the  enemy  back,  from  these  two  depots,  unless  he 
comes  stronger  in  artillery. 

p.  S Dates  from  Camargo  to  the  4th  received; 

no  attack  had  been  made  on  that  place,  up  to  the  4th 
instant  No  communication  had  been  had  with  Gen 
eral  Taylor,  since  the  22d  February;  it  is  reported 
that  he  succeeded  in  reaching  Monterey  with  a heavy 
loss,  and  the  loss  of  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Noth- 
ing official,  however,  is  known— all  rumor. 

® [JV.  0.  Times. 

La  Patria,  Ihe  Spanish  paper  issued  at  N.  Orle- 
ans, gives  the  following  extract  ot  a letter  dated 
San  Luis  Potosi,  February  11: 

“I  only  reached  here  two  days  ago,  so  I have  no 
great  news  to  give  you.  By  this  time  I suppose  you 
have  heard  that  General  Santa  Anna  left  this  city 
on  the  2d  instant,  on  the  way  to  Saltillo,  Monterey, 
Camargo  and  Malamoros,  in  order  to  attack  the  ene- 
my with  the  energy  and  decision  which  become  an  in- 
trepid and  valianl'soldier.  His  army  numbers  from 
21  500  to  22,000  men,  and  the  cavalry,  in  particular, 
is  ’superior  to  any  that  has  ever  been  seen  in  this 
country  as  both  men  and  horses  have  been  picked 
with  the  utmost  care.  His  infantry  is  all  of  the  line, 
well  disciplined  and  equipped,  and  selected  from  the 
large  number  of  men  he  had  collected  there.  We 
must  now  expect  to  see  the  result  of  this  great  ex- 
pedition, which  will  decide  the  future  operations  of 
the  country. 

Santa  Anna  also  takes  with  him  from  nlty  to  sixty 
pieces  of  artillery,  of  different  calibre,  and  twelve 
pieces  more  are  to  be  sent  from  Tula  to  join  the 
commander  in  chief.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
month  28  American  prisoners  were  brought  in  here, 
and  the  rabble  would  have  stoned  them  to  death  had 
they  not  been  placed  in  the  barracks  until  the  fury 
pf  the  rabble  had  calmed  down. 


MARYLAND. 

RESUMPTION  LAW. 

act  entitled  an  act  relating  to  the  public  debt  of 

Maryland. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  state  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  resume  the 
payment  of  the  current  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  eight,  and  to  make  all  arrangements  which 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  act 
into  effect. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  commis- 
sioner of  loans  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed,  whenever  after  the  first  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  seven,  he  may  be  reques- 
ted to  do  so  by  any  one  holder  or  holders  of  coupons, 
or  certificates  of  interest  due  and  unpaid  upon  the 
public  debt  of  the  stale  of  Maryland,  up  to  the  said 
first  day  of  October,  inclusive,  and  upon  the  delive- 
ry to  him  of  the  said  coupons  and  certificates  of  in- 
terest to  be  cancelled,  to  i^sue  to  such  holder  or  hol- 
ders the  bond  or  bonds  of  the  state  of  Maryland  for 
the  amount  of  such  coupons  or  certificates  respec- 
tively, which  bond  or  bonds  shall  be  redeemable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  state;  and  shall  on  face  of  the 
same  be  entitled  of  the  year  in  which  the  said  cou- 
pons or  certificates  of  interest  were  due,  and  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, from  the  said  first  day  of  October,  payable 
annually  at  the  loan  office  in  Maryland;  provided, 
that  the  interest  payable  upon  the  main  public  debt 
now  existing  shall  always  be  first  fully  paid  and  dis- 
charged up  to  the  first  day  of  October,  inclusive,  in 
each  and  every  year,  before  any  interest  is  paid  on 
the  bonds  given  for  coupons  and  certificates  of  in- 
terest aforesaid;  and  if  after  paying  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  state  and  the  interest  on  the  said  main 
public  debt,  in  any  year  there  should  not  remain  in 
the  treasury  funds  adequate  to  pay  the  full  amount 
of  six  per  centum  on  the  bonds  so  given  for  coupons 
and  certificates  of  interest,  then  there  shall  be  paid 
to  the  holder  or  holders,  of  any  such  bonds,  a rate 
of  interest  proportioned  to  the  disposable  balance 
remaining  in  the  treasury,  and  there  shall  also  be 
given  to  such  holder  or  holders  a certificate  or  certi- 
ficates, for  the  difference  between  said  proportiona- 
ble interest  so  paid  and  six  per  centum,  on  said 
bond  or  bonds,  which  certificates  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  unappropriated  surpluses  thereafter  coming 
into  the  treasury;  and  provided  further,  that  such 
payment  of  interest  on  the  said  bonds  given  for  cou- 
pons and  certificates  of  interest,  or  such  payment  of 
certificates  given  for  the  difference  between  six  per 
centum,  and  the  interest  actually  paid  in' any  year 
on  said  bonds  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  in  any  case  in- 
terfere with  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  on 
the  main  public  debt  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  ordina- 
ry expenses  of  the  state. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  commission- 
er of  loans  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  keep  an 
accurate  record  of  all  the  bonds  issued  for  coupons 
and  certificates  of  interest,  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  specifying  the 
dale  and  amount  of  every  such  bond,  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  issued,  and 
the  year  and  quarter,  in  and  upon  which  the  coupons 
and  certificates  of  interest  became  due,  for  which 
the  bonds  authorised  by  this  act  shall  be  given;  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
missioner, to  transmit  to  the  governor  and  treasurer 
' of  this  state,  on  the  first  day  of  December  in  each 
and  every  year  thereafter,  a true  copy  of  the  said 
record  to  be  communicated  to  the  general  assem- 
bly. 

Section  4.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  all  taxes  and  dues  of 
what  nature  soever  levied  or  to  be  hereafter  levied 
lor  the  use  of  the  state  shall  be  paid  in  current 
money. 

Sec.  5.  And  whereas.  There  is  great  inequality  in 
the  amounts  required  at  the  different  quarters  of  the 
year,  for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  while  the  re- 
ceipts of  revenue  are  more  equally  distributed 
through  the  year: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  any  tempor-. 
ary  deficieucy  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the  intereit 
due  on  the  public  debt,  at  any  time  or  times  at  which 
it  may  be  payable,  or  in  case  the  treasurer  in  his 
judgment  should  anticipate  such  deficiency,  the 
treasurer  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  in  his 
discretion  to  borrow  on  the  hypothecation  of  the 
bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  state,  such  amount  of 
money  as  may  be  requisite  to  supply  sueh  deficien- 
cy, to  be  repaid  out  of  the  first  proceeds  from  reve- 
nue which  may  thereafter  come  into  the  treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  the  surplus 
money  which  may  at  any  time  be  in  the  treasury  not 
required  in  the  judgment  of  the  treasurer,  to  pay  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  state,  the  current  interest 


on  the  main  public  debt,  the  interest  on  the  bonds 
given  for  coupons  and  certificates  of  interest  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  certificates  given  for  the  difference 
between  six  per  centum  and  the  interest  actually 
paid  in  any  year  on  the  said  bonds  shall  be  by  the 
said  treasurer  applied  first  to  the  payment  of  such 
interest  in  arrear  as  may  be  remain  unfunded,  and 
after  such  unfunded  interest  is  entirely  discharged, 
either  to  the  purchase  or  redemption  in  his  discre- 
tion of  the  bonds  issued  for  arrears  of  interest  under 
the  second  section  of  this  act,  until  all  said  bonds 
shall  have  been  purchased  or  redeemed,  after  which 
all  such  surplus  money  shall  be  applied  to  th'e  in- 
crease of  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  the  main  debt. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  all  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  of  assembly  inconsistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 


FOREIGN. 

The  steamer  Hibernia  reached  Boston  on  the  20lh 
bringing  Liverpool  dates  to  the  4lh  inst. 

This  arrival  furnishes  but  little  political  intelli- 
gence. Europe  is  intensely  occupied  by  apprehen- 
sions of  a want  of  bread. 

Our  Mexican  war. — The  London  Times,  of  the  25th 
February,  has  an  article  on  the  subject,  which  says 
our  accounts  of  the  war  are  exceedingly  confused. 
The  ease  with  which  towns  are  taken,  provinces  an- 
nexed, &c.,  is  cited  as  astounding;  “a  sixteen  gun 
sloop  impounds  a province;  a regiment  of  volunteers 
annexes  a quarter  of  a continent;  and  towns  are  taken 
by  fifteen  men  and  garrisoned  by  five  and  twenty,  in 
the  midst  of  a numerous  and  exasperated  population. 
The  armies  of  the  west  and  of  the  centre,  of  conquest 
and  of  occupation,  are  all  represented  by  detach- 
ments which  would  hardly,  if  concentrated,  make  up 
one  effective  division.” 

The  various  schemes  suggested  for  closing  the 
war  are  then  rehearsed  and  ridiculed.  The  article 
closes  thus: 

“The  point  most  perplexing  to  ordinary  European 
minds  is  the  object  for  which  this  much  desired 
peace  is  sought.  If  the  provinces  and  ports,  the  peo 
pie  and  property,  the  taxes  and  customs  of  a nation 
can  be  seized  and  distributed  ad  libitum  already,  it  is 
hard  to  conceive  what  further  advantages  are  to  be 
gained  by  the  most  amicable  negotiations.  What 
does  President  Polk  want  to  buy  with  two  millions 
of  dollars,  when  he  can  get  so  much  for  nothing.^ — 
Philip  of  Macedon’s  receipt  for  taking  a fort  was 
sensible  enough;  but  who  ever  drove  an  ass  laden 
with  silver  into  an  unprotected  towffi  The  Mexi- 
cans have  clearly  the  vantage  ground  of  their  foes. 
Defeat  and  invasion  may  easily  be  put  up  with  when 
they  leave  the  conquerors  beggais  and  the  vanquish- 
ed choosers.  Santa  Anna  is  flattered  with  compli- 
ments and  beset  with  solicitation,  and  has  the  daily 
refusal  of  half  a dozen  overtures  of  the  eternal  amity 
of  his  enemies.  He  can  hardly  do  better  than 
strengthen  himself  by  additional  defeats  and  fresh  re- 
pulses, and  leave  his  adversaries  to  complete  their 
humiliation  and  embarrassments  by  a protracted  ca- 
reer of  glory.” 

The  continental  corn  market. — The  accounts  from 
the  various  continental  markets  show  that  grain  is 
still  rapidly  on  the  advance.  From  Hamburg  we 
learn  that  the  purchases  on  French  account  were 
still  so  large  that  the  price  of  wheat  had  gone  up 
from  3s  to  4s  per  quarter.  From  Holland  also  we 
learn  that  the  prices  still  increase,  and  that  the  de- 
mand  is  very  pressing.  An  advance  has  taken  place 
on  rye  in  Belgium,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  Da- 
nube wheat  is  shipping  from  this  port  to  Antwerp. 
It  becomes  more  and  more  apparent  that  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  will  have  no  supplies  to  spare  for 
this  country  during  the  next  six  months,  and  will 
even  share  with  us  the  surplus  that  can  be  obtained 
in  the  United  States. 

[London  Morning  Chronicle,  1st  inst, 
GREAT  BRII  AIN. 

The  approaching  dissolution  of  the  parliament  and 
tl  c election  of  a new  one  appears  to  be  regarded  with 
indifference. 

Financial. — On  the  22d  February,  Lord  J.  Russell 
brought  forward  the  budget.  The  balances  in  the 
exchequer  for  the  year  were  above  ^9,000,000.  The 
revenue  from  customs  had  increased  in  every  article 
except  those  on  which  the  duties  had  been  reduced. 
Increase  in  the  ordinary  revenue  £500,000.  It  was 
probable  there  would  now  be  a reaction,  as  the  high 
price  of  food  made  it  impossible  to  purchase  so  many 
dutiable  articles.  Many  mills  had  been  stopped; — 
great  cumbers  ol  laborers  had  been  thrown  out  of 
employment,  &c.  The  excess  of  the  income  over 
the  expenditure  of  the  country,  for  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January  last,  was  no  less  than  £2,846,000. 
— The  surplus  of  the  financial  year  ending  the  5th  of 
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April  will  be  considerably  more,  as  the  revenue  of 
the  current  quarter  for  the  first  six  weeks  already 
exhibits  an  increase  upon  Uie  corresponding  period 
of  last  year  of  a£500,000;  consisting  of  customs, 
^45,000;  excise,  ,^106, 000;  and  the  balance  of  va- 
rious miscellaneous  items. 

The  following  was  his  estimate  of  the  income  and 
expenditure)  during  the  year  from  the  5th  of  April 


next: — 

Customs 

Excise 

Stamps 

Taxes 

Property  tax 
Post  office 
Crown  lands 
Miscellaneous 


,£20,000,000 

13,700,000 

7.500.000 

4.270.000 

5.300.000 

845.000 

120.000 

330,000 


Total  income 
National  debt 
Consolidated  fund  charges 
Army 
Navy 
Ordnance 
Miscellaneous 


<£52,065.000 
£28  045,000 

2.700.000 
6,840,074 
7,561,876 
2,679,127 

3.750.000 


Total  expenditure  £51,576,077 

Besides  this  the  expenditure  for  Ireland,  he 
thought  would  reach  £10,000,000  for  which  he  ask- 
ed a loan. 

Loan. — Lord  Russell  announced  on  the  1st,  that  he 
bad  effected  the  loan  cf  £3,000,000,  and  upon  these 
terms,  every  contributor  is  to  pay  £80  10s  for  £100 
in  stock;  anu'  the  rate  of  interest  fall  a trifle  short  of 
3j  per  cent. 

The  Times,  of  the  24th,  discusses  the  finances  of 
England.  Ten  years  ago  the  national  debt  was 
£788,398,570: — at  the  close  of  1846  it  had  been  re- 
duced to  £782,918,984.  The  failure  of  a root  has 
DOW  required  its  increase  by  £8,000,000,  and  all  the 
ground  gained  before  has  thus  been  lost.  All  Ire 
land  is  cast  upon  the  bounty  of  the  state.  The  pros- 
pect of  a surplus  in  the  treasury,  after  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  government,  is  very  slight.  In  con- 
clusion the  Times  sajs:  ‘'The  present  year  has  been 
confidently  looked  forward  to  by  many  as  the  ex- 

fiected  epoch  of  a similar  fiscal  emancipation.  Pub- 
ic opinion  had  already  marked  out  the  boon.  But 
it  cannot  be.  With  Ireland  converted  into  one  vast 
pauper  colony,  with  pauper  landlords,  pauper  farm- 
ers, pauper  peasants,  all  hanging  on  the  treasury, 
there  can  be  no  more  thought  of  remission.  The 
working  men  of  England  must  bear  with  their  taxes. 
— It  stands  to  reason  that  they  roust.  How  else  can 
they  feed  all  Ireland  which  they  know  they  have  to 
do.’. 

Destitution  in  the  metropolis. — Upwards  of  50,000 
persons  are  now  inoiates  of  the  London  workhouses; 

60,000  are  receiving  out  door  relief;  and  from  1,400 
to  2,000  nightly  sheltered  in  the  refuges  of  the  house- 
less. [Gfo6e. 

The  cotton  market,  has  been  quiet  during  the  month 
with  but  little  fluctuation.  3’he  closing  quotations, 
it  will  be  seen,  are  a little  lower. 

The  stale  of  trade,  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
is  discouraging;  some  of  the  mills  are  working  short 
time,  and  the  quantity  of  cotton  taken  for  consump- 
tion has  been  reduced. 

Liverpool,  March  3d. — Since  our  circular,  of  3d 
ult.,  our  cotton  market  has  further  declined  |ai  per 
lb.  making  the  depression  for  the  highest  point  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1 to  lid.  Fair  qualities 
are  now  quoted  6jd  for  Upland;  6|  for  Mobile;  6|a 
7d  forOrlean';  the  better  qualities  not  having  d<-- 
clined  quite  so  much  as  the  low  and  middling  quali- 
ties. The  position  and  prospects  of  the  spinners 
continue  very  discouraging  and  unsatisfactory.  The 
sales  of  cotton  for  three  weeks  to  26th  ult.,  60,500 
bales,  of  which,  16,000  were  taken  by  speculators 
and  3,500  for  export,  and  the  business  for  four  days 
to  this  evening  is  estimated  at  13,000  bales,  of  which 
•peculators  have  taken  about  3 000  bales.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  diminished  consumption  is  variously  esti- 
mated; it  probably  amounts  to  one  third  at  the  pre 
•ent  time  though  the  quantity  taken  latterly  by  con- 
sumers would  indicate  a greater  reduction.  The 
import  of  cotton  into  Liverpool  since  1st  January, 
amounts  to  182,000  bales,  of  which  158,000  is  from 
the  United  States.  [Bro%on  8f  Co’s  circular. 

Table  of  comparative  prices: — 

January  4,  1847. — Bowed  Georgia,  5fd  to  9d;  Mo- 
bile, 5jd  to  8d;  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  fid  to  6d; 
N.  Orleans,  5Jd  to  9d. 

_ March  4,  1817. — Bowed  Georgia,  fi|  to  7^;  Mo- 
bile, fiid  to  7jd;  Alabama  and  Tennessee  5|d  to  5jd; 
N.  Orleans,  5|  to  83d. 

The  corn  market , has  been  very  unsteady|  luring  the 
month.  Prices  advanced  lapidly  at  first,  but  after- 
wards receded  almost  as  rapidly,  and  the  quotations 
Stand,  Indian  corn,  per  480  lbs.,  69s  to  76s;  Indian 


meal,  per  196  lbs,  32s  to  33s;  Flour,  per  barrel,  196 
lbs,  Canadian  and  United  States  sweet,  41s  to  42s; 
Canadian  and  United  States  sour,  35s  to  36s.  The 
stock  of  American  flour  in  this  port  has  been  taken 
at  (he  end  of  February,  and  is  computed  at  some- 
thing under  400,000  barrels,  and  69,000  quarters  of 
wheat. 

Indian  corn,  still  continuing  in  great  request,  com- 
mands the  high  price  of  69  to  72s  per  quarter,  while 
other  kinds  of  food  are  cheaper.  It  is  much  to  be 
deplored  that  the  poor  man’s  food  rules  relatively 
much  higher  than  that  of  the  more  wealthy. 

London  Iron  Trade,  March  3. — Scotch  pig  iron  has 
been  in  good  demand,  and  being  scarce,  higher  prices 
have  been  obtained,  but  not  much  has  been  done 
owing  to  the  firnsness  of  holders.  No.  1 77s.  fid. 
cash,  and  mixed  numbers  74s.  6d.  to  75.  In  Stafford- 
shire and  Welsh  pigs  a good  business  has  been  done 
at  rather  easier  prices,  but  at  present  our  quotations 
remain  the  same.  Railway  bars  are  firm,  but  not 
so  much  has  been  done,  owing  to  makers  and  hold- 
ers being  unwilling  sellers  at  present  rates,  which 
are  now  £19  10s.  to  £9  12.  fid.  Welsh  bars  are 
steady. 

Bane  of  England. — Statement  of  20th  February, 
1847:— 

Issue  Department. 

Government  debt. 

Other  securities. 

Gold  coin  and  bullion. 

Silver  bullion. 

Notes  issued  to  this  amount. 

Banking  Department. 

Proprietors’ capital. 

Rest, 

Public  deposites. 

Other  deposites. 

Seven  day  and  other  bills. 


'£11,015,100 

2,984,900 

9,922,816 

1,535,649 


£25,428,465 

£14  5.53  000 
3,663,132 
5,869,523 
8,837,003 
839,491 


Govern’t.  securities, 
weight  annuity. 
Other  securities. 
Notes, 

Gold  and  silver  coin. 


£33,762,239 

including  dead 

£11,990,079 

15,039,339 

5,976.525 

757,296 


£33,762,239 

Irish  affairs. — A plan  of  relief  for  Ireland  was  pro- 
posed in  parliament  by  Lord  George  Bentinck,  to 
expend  £16,000,000  in  the  construction  of  railways; 
but  after  a short  discussion  it  was  voted  down,  prin- 
cipally on  the  ground  that  only  a small  portion  of 
the  enormous  expenditures  would  reach  the  actual 
sufferers. 

An  address  was  moved  in  the  house  on  the  26th, 
praying  that  war  vessels  might  be  employed  in  bring- 
ing food  for  the  Irish.  Lord  Russell  said  the  propo- 
sition had  been  considered,  but  was  not  thought 
advisable; — that  one  million  to  one  and  a half  quar 
ters  of  corn  were  needed,  and  the  war  vessels  could 
bring  but  a small  portion  of  that; — that  the  expense 
of  fitting  them  up  would  be  great; — and  that  private 
enterprise  would  be  discouraged.  He  said  the 
government  had  agreed  to  provide  freight  for  bring- 
ing food. 

A memorial  signed  by  Baring,  Brothers  and  a 
large  number  of  the  heaviest  houses  in  London,  has 
been  proposed  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  praying 
for  more  speedy  intercourse  with  the  U.  S.,  Havana 
and  Mexico. 

Prince  Albert  is  elected  chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge,  against  a strong  opposition  in 
fovour  of  Earl  Powis. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  2d  instant.  Lord 
John  Russell  announced  that  her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  call  a council  to  consider  the  best  day  on 
which  to  appoint  a general  fast  and  humiliation,  011 
account  of  the  present  awful  condition  of  the  sister 
kingdom.  This  announcement  was  received  with 
evident  satisfaction  by  both  sides  of  the  house. 

F.  A.  Delane,  who  has  for  a long  time  been  lead- 
ing editor  of  the  Times  has  left  that  paper. 

Transatlantic  steam  ships.  The  new  steamers  of 
the  British  and  North  American  Royal  Mail  Com- 
pany, intendetl  lor  the  increased  service  between 
America  and  England,  are  called  the  Canada,  the 
Europe,  the  Niagara,  and  the  America.  The  Great 
Western  is  advertised  for  sale.  These  vessels  are 
constructing  with  all  despatch  consistent  with  that 
security  and  perfection  which  so  eminently  distin 
guish  the  fleet  of  vessels  belonging  to  this  company. 
It  is  not  yet  definitely  fixed  when  the  additional 
voyages  will  be  commenced. 

Bell  for  Montreal.  Thecasting  o'f  this,  the  largest 
bell  ever  made  in  tlie  country,  was  successfully  com- 
pleted at  the  foundry  ol  Messrs.  Mears,  in  Wtiite- 
cbapel,  London.  The  quantity  of  metal  fused  was 
about  twenty  five  tons.  The  founders,  it  is  slated, 
intend  to  give  the  public  an  opportunity  of  inspecting 


the  work  perfectly  finished,  previous  to  its  shipment 
for  Canada. 

IRELAND. 

Daniel  O’Connell  is  dying.  His  physiciani 
have  announced  that  he  is  too  weak  to  write  letters, 
and  his  son  stated  this  at  one  of  the  repeal  meetings. 
Wilmer  & Smith’s  Times  sap;  “Mr.  O’Connell’s 
state  of  health  prevents  his  removal  to  Ireland. 
His  confessor.  Dr.  Miley,  left  Dublin,  by  express  to 
attend  him  in  London,  where  he  now  remains.  His 
complaint  is  stated  to  be  water  on  the  chest  and 
dropsy  in  the  legs — fatal  symptoms  ever  at  his  time 
of  life.  The  number  of  inquiries  daily  at  his  hotel 
is  great,  and  it  is  said  a servant  from  the  palace  is 
amongst  the  number. 

O'Connell’s  span  of  life  has  already  exceeded  the 
three  score  and  ten  of  the  sacred  volume,  and  the 
mental  and  physical  wear  and  tear  he  has  undergone 
during  the  last  forty  years  shows  that  his  constitution 
must  have  been  originally  hard  as  iron  to  resist  the 
inroads  of  disease  so  long.  Two  things  hare  enabled 
him  to  preserve  health  to  this  time — temperance  and 
exercise.  All  excitement  during  life  from  fermen- 
ted liquors  be  has  studiously  shunned,  and  whenever 
opportunity  permitted,  he  indulged  in  as  much  phy- 
sical exertion  as  time  enabled  him  to  command.’’ 

The  buoyancy  that  has  so  distinguished  his  career, 
has  failed  him  when  he  has  not  only  found  his  country, 
his  own  idol,  Ireland,  sinking  under  the  very  last 
stage  ol  distress — but  found  himself  outvoted  in  the 
meetings  of  the  Irish  Reformers.  “Young  Ireland” 
triumphed,  and  O’Connell  dies. 

Emigrants.  The  Irish  poor  are  emigrating  in 
great  numbers,  chiefly  to  the  United  States.  All  the 
ready  ports  are  crow-ded,  but  the  Chronicle  says: 
“unfortunately  they  are  those  whose  loss  will  be  se- 
verely felt  as  they  possess  pecuniary  means  and  are 
not  destitute.”  ' Freight  for  steerage  passengers  has 
risen  to  4 guineas.  Mr.  R.  S.  Guinness,  of  Dublin, 
has  issued  an  address  to  his  poorer  tenantry  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  offering  £3  to  each  person  in  a 
family,  provided  the  whole  go  together,  also  £1  for 
each  individual,  the  latter  sum  to  be  paid  on  arrival 
in  New  York,  Quebec,  or  any  other  American  port 
that  may  be  fixed  upon.  Every  small  farmer  in 
Limerick  county  who  can  muster  £20,  or  even  £10, 
is  about  emigrating  to  America  in  the  ensuing 
spring. 

Famine.  The  progress  of  starvation  among  the 
Irish  still  continues.  Rev.  Mr.  Newell  writes  that 
in  the  parishes  of  Oranrnore  and  Ballimacourty  54 
persons  have  perished  from  lack  of  food  since  De- 
cember. The  new  poor  law,  proposed  by  the  gov- 
ernment is  strongly  opposed.  The  provincial  jour- 
nals contain  most  painful  accounts  of  the  ravages  of 
faraine  and  fever  in  Kings  county,  Tipperary,  Cork, 
Kerry,  Mayo,  Sligo,  Waterford, and  other  counties. 
The  unfortunate  peasantry  are  dying  by  hundreds. — 
The  most  eager  applications  are  made  in  various 
quarters  for  cotfins  to  inter  Ihe  victims  of  famine. — 
The  fever  hospitals  are  crowded,  and  deaths  are  in- 
creasing. 

Dublin,  Feb.  27.  As  regards  the  condition  of  the 
peasantry,  there  is  no  indication  of  improvement  — 
They  are  of  the  same  gloomy  character — the  mortal- 
ity increasing  in  almost  all  quarters,  and  fever  con- 
tinning  to  spread  in  the  union  workhouses,  as  well 
as  amongst  the  poor  people  in  their  own  miserable 
habitations.  In  this  terrible  state  of  afl'airs  there  is, 
at  least,  one  consolatory  circumstance.  1 allude 
to  the  comirencement  of  vigorous  operations  for 
the  sowing  of  spring  crops  in  several  districts,  where 
the  landowner  and  occupier  are  working  cordially 
together. 

The  importations  of  grain  and  Indian  corn  to  Irish 
ports,  are  upon  a very  large  scale.  In  Cork,  yester- 
day, tlie  imports  were  9,145  quarters  of  Indian  corn, 
and  17,000  barrels.  In  Belfast,  Limerick,  and  oth 
er  ports,  there  are  also  very  large  arrivals,  but  the 
tremendous  consumption  prevents  any  material  re- 
duction in  prices. 

County  of  Cork.  Parish  of  Schull. — Dr.  S.  Sweet- 
man,  dyspeiisary  physician  at  Schull  and  Ballyde- 
hob,  in  a letter  to  the  Cork  Constitution,  dated 
“Schull,  Feb.  22,”  says:  “This  parish  is  at  this 
moment  a charnel  house;  our  mortality  is  fearlul, 
averaging  daily  from  forty  to  torty  five  at  least.  1 
could  not — east,  west,  north,  south — point  to  a poor 
mail’s  house  where  there  is  not  a lever,  dysentery, 
or  dea  h.  Our  grave  yards  are  crowded  to  excess — 
so  iiiucti  so,  that  the  dogs  have  rooted  up  and  de- 
voured some  bodies  'I’o  the  west  of  Schull,  at 
Reenahaning  the  creaturos  are  so  weak  they  are  un- 
able to  dig  graves  sufiicietitiy  deep.  To  obviate  Ibis, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J'raii  has  added  hail  an  acre  to  the 
churchyard  at  Schull,  and  has  a number  ot  deep 
graves  daily  dug,  which  are  soon  occupied.  1 sol- 
emnly declare,  m my  very  bumble  opinion,  that  the 
riiaj  ally  of  those  poor  people  who  aie  crawling 
about  the  streets,  and  trying  to  workj  on  the  roads. 
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are  dieing  unconsciously — ^literally  walking  in  death; 
they  are  now  beyond  the  reach  of  food  and  medi- 
cine, save  the  great  physician. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  our  state,  for  it  is  not  at 
all  known,  nor  can  words  convey  it;  what  a change 
a few  months  have  made — I was  informed  hy  the 
national  schoolmaster  here  that  this  time  twelve 
months  he  had  one  hundred  and  forty  schaol  chil- 
dren; this  day  he  had  not  one.  Half,  he  said,  are 
dead,  and  the  remainder  are  unable  to  attend,  for 
want  of  suflScient  food  and  raiment,  and  he  is 
hiraself  obliged  to  get  some  situation  on  the  roads  to 
support  a large  family.” 

County  of  Maijo. — The  Rev.  S.  St  o'r,  rector  of 
Kilcomtnon-Erris,  in  a letter  to  the  Trawley  Hi  raid, 
says:  ”J  am  persuaded  l am  within  bounds  when  I 

say  that  1,000  persons  have  perished  in  Erris  alone.” 

County  of  Tipperary.  Cahir,  Feb.  25. — The  ph\  si- 
eian  of  the  Cahir  di-pensary  died  last  week  of  fever 
caught  attending  hi»  patienis.  The  number  of  poor 
dying  of  dysenlary  and  bad  food  is  tr  I,'  dreadful 
throughout  the  whole  country,  although  every  hu- 
man ,1  id  IS  extended. 

County  of  [Fermanagh.  Enniskillen,  Feb.  25. — 
Every  day  the  news  from  the  rural  districts  is  assum- 
ing a more  appaling  character.  Fever  and  dysento- 
ry  are  in  many  places  fearfully  manifesting  them- 
selves, and  we  have  the  highest  authority  lor  asser- 
ting that  the  interments  far  exceed  anything  of  the 
kind  witnessed  in  the  country  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  oldest  inhabitant. 

FRANCE. 

France  is  said  to  be  experiencing  a severe  hnancial 
crisis,  as  well  as  suffering  from  scarcity. 

Alarming  accounts  of  famine  come  from  every  part 
of  France.  Vast  supplies  are  ordered  from  every 
quarter.  Complaints  are  made  in  the  papers  that  so 
much  less  grain  comes  from  the  U.  S.  to  French 
than  to  Englisti  ports. 

Very  large  shipments  of  grain  for  England  and 
France  have  been  made  at  Constantinople.  The 
French  Chamber  has  voted  to  increase  the  army  by- 
adding  210,000  troops. 

The  cold  in  Paris  has  been  intense,  the  ther- 
mometer having  lailen  to  13  degrees  below  the  free- 
zing point.  M.  Martin  du  Nord,  Minister  of  Justice, 
was  so  ill  that  his  recovery  was  not  expected.  The 
Bank  of  Marseilles  has  raised  its  discount  to  6 per 
cent. 

A Paris  letter  of  Feb.  27  says:  The  corn  mer- 
chants of  France  have  been  strongly  recommended 
by  the  government  lo  make  extensive  importations 
of  Wheat  and  Corn  from  the  United  States,  and 
have  been  reproached  with  not  having  done  so  be- 
fore this.  In  the  Chamber  of  Peers  also,  similar 
complaints  and  recommendjlions  have  been  made. — 
Corn  and  Flour  are  extraordinarily  dear  at  present, 
and  tlie  misery  that  exists  is  really  very  great. 

On  the  subject  of  scarcity,  we  have  In  the  Paris 
papers  proofs  that  the  pressure  is  awfully  on  the  in- 
cieise.  The  Reform  states  that  the  price  of  wheat 
hal  again  augmented  in  all  the  markets  adjoining 
Paris,  and  that  the  supplies  were  generally  inade- 
quate. The  hectolitre  sold  everywhere  from  39f.  lo 
4(lf  , and  in  some  localities  421.  The  price  of  the 
sack  of  flour  at  Pans  and  Orleans  was  108f.  The 
most  alarming  accounts  had  reached  Paris  from  Low- 
er Normandy,  and  a scarcity  was  apprehended  along 
the  coast.  At  Rouen  and  Havre  the  rise  was  con- 
siderable. Large  orders  daily  arrived  in  those  mar- 
kets from  the  interior,  but  could  not  be  executed  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  grain.  The  price  of  flour 
rose  61.  per  sack  on  Friday,  at  Rouen.  The  general 
Impression  was,  that  the  present  year  would  be 
more  disastrous  than  1847. 

France,  like  Uermatiy,is  menaced  with  extensive 
emigrations  to  America.  In  Alsace  the  intiabilanls 
of  whole  villages  are  preparing  to  take  tneir  depar- 
ture in  the  spring.  I'tieir  determination  so  lo  do  has 
been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  excessive  dearness 
of  food  which  is  higher  in  Alsace  than  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom. 

SPAIN. 

Further  outbreaks  liave  occurred.  Tiie  Carlists 
were  making  great  progress  in  the  north,  la  Cata- 
lonia they  have  already  appeared  in  grenl  loice. — 
I he  French  government  has  sent  a laige  military 
lorce  to  tlie  liontiers.  Piojecls  had  been  introduced 
in  the  chambers  at  Madrid  lor  raising  50,000  troops 
and  boirowing  200  millions  ol  reals.  I'he  loan  pro- 
duced a fall  111  the  funds.  Both  projocts  were  under 
debate. 

SWllZERUAND. 

Geneva,  Feb.  23. — 1 tie  iiisuiution  of  a general  coun- 
cil, as  demanded  by  the  revolution  of  Oeiuoer  last, 
ha.s  been  earriod  iiilo  tflecl  l ias  popular  assemuly 
is  composed  ol  upwards  ol  10,000  voters,  and  is  in- 
vested with  the  right  to  iio.i.inaie  the  memoers  ol 
the  council  oi  slate,  and  lo  vole  laws.  Details  oi 
legislation  are  abandoned  lo  the  grand  council  wbiub 


has  become  a merely  secondary  body.  We  are  very 
curious  to  see  how  the  immense  council  will  trans- 
act affairs. 

AUSTRIA. 

Austria  has  sent  more  troops  to  the  frontier*  of 
Switzerland  and  Italy,  and  has  just  concluded  a loan  of 
80,000,000,  at  5 per  cent.  Some  of  the  German 
journals  stale  that  Austria  is  increasing  her  army, 
from  an  apprehension  that  events  in  Italy  may  call 
for  interference  which  will  probably  bring  her  into 
quarrels  with  France. 

BAVARIA. 

The  king  of  Bavaria  has  become  so  infatuated  with 
a Spanish  dancing  girl,  named  Lolia  Montes,  that  on 
his  desiring  lo  create  her  Countess  Von  Starenberg 
and  endow  her  with  some  of  the  crown  domains,  his 
ministers  have  resigned,  and  there  exists  an  idea  of 
declaring  him  mad,  and  of  calling  his  eldest  son  to 
the  throne. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  has  forbidden  the  eitab- 
lishmenl  of  the  telegraph  in  his  dominions  without 
his  permission.  War  has  again  commenced  on  the 
borders  of  the  Black  sea;  a body  of  4000  mountai- 
neers attacked  the  fortress  of  Gaga  and  killed  many 
Russians,  but  were  repulsed. 

■ INDIA  AND'CHINA. 

The  treaty  with  the  Sikhs  has  been  ratified.  The 
Scinde  force  is  lo  be  reduced  by  about  seven  thousand 
men;  the  frontier  force  has  been  strengthened,  and 
affaii>  generally  are  peceful  and  quiet.  The  cholera 
has  visited  .Madras,  but  was  on  the  decline. 

I'he  Pope  is  makind  new  conessions  to  the  Jews, 
and  the  sultan  in  Turkey  is  doihg  the  same  towards 
the  Christians. 


CHRONICLE. 


LATEST  FROM  OUR  ARMIES. 

What  a week  of  in'ense  anxiety  to  this  whole 
country.  How  many  IhrobbiNg  hearts,  at  the  moment 
we  put  this  paper  to  press,  are  aching  with  suspense 
and  yet  dreading  to  hear  the  intelligence  that  is  ex- 
pected every  hour. 

General  Bcott,  with  the  main  body  of  our  choicest ; 
troops,  as  at  the  last  dates,  on  shipboard,  on  the 
very  eve  of  moving  lo  the  assault  of  Vera  Cruz.  The 
next  arrival  may  tell  of  triumph  or  of  defeat, — but 
of  blood,  and  of  loss  of  many  lives,  beyond  doubt. 

General  Tatlor,  when  our  last  accounts  left  him, 
was  on  the  very  eve  of  being  attacked  by  Santa 
Anna,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Mexican  army. — 
Numerous  Mexican  reports  say  that  battles  look 
place,  results  variously  slated.  The  most  probable 
of  them  is,  that  an  attempt  was  made  by  Minon  to 
surprise  Taylor  on  the  night  of  the  22d  February,  at 
Agua  Nueva,  18  miles  beyond  Saltillo,  and  that  the 
Mexicans  were  severely  repulsed,  losing  400  men. 
The  next  morning  Gen.  I’aylor  it  is  believed  retired 
lo  Saltillo, — v/liere,  according  to  some  accounts, 
another  engagement  look  place; — according  lo  others 
Taylor  fell  back  to  Monterey  witiiout  having  any 
fight.  All  is  uncertainly  and  anxiety. 

This  painful  suspense  is  heightened  by  the  fact, 
that  communication  from  Monterey  lo  Matamoros 
has  been  cut  ofl'.  It  is  a striking  circumstance,  tiiat 
at  Matamoros  on  the  11th  of  March,  they  had  no 
intelligence  from  General  Taylor  later  than  the  21st 
February, — and  that  our  latest  advices  from  him, 
reach  us  through  the  city  ofMexico!  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  result  of  the  collision  of  the  two  hos- 
tile armies.  General  Taylor’s  position  must  be  pain- 
lul  and  precarious.  If  in  Monterey,  he  may  be  there 
invested  by  a portion  of  Santa  Anna’s  army,  whilst 
with  the  remainder  of  his  Mexicans  tiiat  dexterou* 
commander  may, unite  with  the  lorces  under  Urrea 
and  Canales,  that  have  already  cut  ofl'  communica- 
tions in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor,  and  together 
make  a dash  lor  Camargu,  Matamoros,  and  the  vast 
inditary  stores  tliai  are  known  to  be  there  in  depot, 
amounting  it  is  said , lo  six  or  seven  millions  in  value. 
The  commander  at  Carnargo  was  evidently  startled 
by  the  responsibility  ol  Ins  situation,  svheu  he  des- 
patched an  officer  lo  Washinglon  with  a requisition 
on  the  ptesidenl  for  filly  ibuusand  men. 

We  liave  no  further  intelligence  Ibis  week  from 
Santa  Fe,  wliieli  our  last  week’s  advices  left  in  a 
Slate  of  great  alarm,  in  consequence  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary iiiuveinenl,  and  muruer  of  Governor  Bent 
and  his  coinpaoions  in  mat  vicinity.  Col.  Doniphan’s 
command  was  lelt  in  imminent  pen! — and  learlul 
appiciu  nsiuiis  are  enlertamed  lor  the  late  ol  every 
one  oi  the  detaenmeots  ol  the  ‘'army  ot  the  north,” 

1 lie  arrival  ol  the  schooner  Hume,  at  N.  Orleans, 
luioisiics  i'amp.co  dales  to  the  7lti  instant.  Tlie 
sussiance  ol  Uie  Hewn  her  is,  that — 

(jreueial  PATTERsbij  tell  I'ainpieo  on  the  2d,  in 
ihe  steamer  Alabama,  lo  take  command  of  his  divi- 


sion under  General  Scott, — General  Pillow  sailed 
the  5th, — and  Generals  Quitman  and  Shields  wer® 
to  leave  Tampico  on  the  8ih,  and  650  of  their  troopsi 
accompanied  by  General  Jesup,  and  Surgeon  Gen. 
Lawson.  All  the  squadron  from  Lobos  and  Tampi- 
co, were  to  rendezvous  at  Anton  Lizardo,  from 
which,  it  is  not  likely  that  General  Scott  would 
proceed  to  land  without  being  joined  by  the  officers 
just  named. 

At  Tampico,  every  hour  some  new  Mexican  ver- 
sion of  Ihe  affairs  between  Santa  Anna  and  General 
Taylor  seems  lo  have  been  received  from  the  Mexi- 
cans— no  one  could  tell  what  to  rely  upon.  The 
last  postscript  received  was  from  Mr.  Kendall  to  the 
Picayune,  dated  the  7th,  says:  “General  Taylor  has 
had  no  fight,  but  has  fallen  back  on  Saltillo  and 
Monterey.’’ 

Revolution  in  Mexico. — By  way  of  Tampico  we 
learn  that  on  the  night  of  the  26th  February,  a por- 
tion of  the  National  Guard  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
made  its  first  essay  at  a pronundamenlo.  The  regi- 
ments known  as  the  “Independence”  and  “Hidalgo,” 
the  battalion  of  “Victoria,”  and  a part  of  the  bodies 
of  “Mina,”  of  “Zapadores,”  and  of  “Chalchicomula,” 
under  the  orders  of  Gen.  D.  IVJartias  Pena  y Barra- 
gan,  proclaimed  a “plan.”  The  government  had  at 
its  disposition  to  oppose  this  revolutionary  attempt 
800  troops  in  the  citadel,  the  6th  permanent  infantry, 
the  squadron  of  Pajaca  and  those  bodies  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  not  in  favor  of  the  pronunciamenio.— 
Gen.  Canalizo,  as  commander-in-chief,  was  preparing 
to  attack  the  revolutionary  forces  with  a column  of 
1,000  men. 

The  New  Orleans  paper  says,  “We  know  not  the 
issue  of  this  revolutionary  attempt,  but  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  it  will  be  successful.  Mr.  KendaU 
writes  that  it  has  succeeded  and  that  Gen.  Salas  is  in 
power.  He  founds  his  statements  on  reports  at 
Tampico.  Our  papers  are  not  late  enough  to  veri- 
fy them.  The  administration  of  Farias  has  long 
been  tottering  and  has  in  all  probability  succumbed.” 

FAMINE  IN  IRELAND. 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gence writes  on  the  24th  ultimo  that  “we  have  infor- 
mation that  according  to  constabulary  reports,  the 
deaths  that  have  already  occurred  in  Ireland  irom fam- 
ine and  its  attendant  miseries,  run  up  to  the  frightful 
amount  of  ffty  thousand  persons.” 

The  consumption  of  bread  stuffs  per  month  is  cal- 
culated as  being  twelve  millions  of  bushels.  The  im- 
portation of  the  necessary  quantity  from  abroad  will 
give  employment  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  five  thousand  tons  of  shipping. 

Every  day  was  diminishing  the  scant  stock  of  pro- 
visions on  which  millions  had  mainly  to  depend  for 
five  months  subsistence. 

Some  consolation  is  derived  from  rioticeing  the  im- 
mense quantities  of  bread  stuffs  that  are  being  shipped 
from  our  ports  towards  relief.  During  the  week 
ending  yesterday,  twelve  vessels  cleared  from  Balti- 
more for  Europe,  with  cargoes  comprising  3i,894bbs. 
of  flour,  850bbls.  corn  meal,  8,893bush.  of  wheat, 
and  129,809bush.  of  corn.  Twenty-two  vessels  are 
now  loading  here  with  bread  stuffs  for  the  same  des- 
tination. Upwards  of  30,000  barrels  of  flour  reach- 
ed the  city,  and  over  20,000  were  sold  during  the 
week. 

Bread  Stuffs — Exported  from  M>rfdk,  Va.  The 
Norfolk  Beacon  contains  a list  of  the  vessels  that  have 
loaded  at  that  port  with  grain,  flour,  and  meal,  for  ex- 
port, since  the  1st  of  January  1847.  The  list  com- 
prises 8 ships,  7 barques,  7 brigs,  and  4 schooners — 
Their  cargoes  comprised  420,793  bushells  of  grain, 
3,581  bbls.  flour,  and  4,128bbls.  meal  The  names  of 
9 ships,  7 barques,  8 brig.s,  and  1 schooner  are  also 
inserted,  all  of  which  are  now  loading  with  bread 
stuffs  at  that  port.  Then  follow'S  the^names  of  13 
ships,  2 barques,  4 brigs,  and  3 schooners,  in  all  22 
vessels,  now  due  and  expected  daily  at  that  port,  to 
take  cargoes  of  grain. 

Potatoe  Crop.  Early  potatoes,  which  are  raised 
by  artificial  means  to  a considerable  extent  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  London,  have  all  been  found  more  or  less 
tainted  already  this  season  with  the  rot,  creating  se- 
rious apprehensions  for  the  ensuing  crop.  Turnips 
have  also  been  infected.  Great  efforts  are  making  to 
obtain  potatoes  for  seen,  of  which  nothing  like  an  ad- 
equate quantity  is  to  be  had. 
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FOREIGN 


FRANCE. 

Population. — The  Moniteur  of  February  26lh, 
gives  the  results  of  the  last  quinquennial  census  of 
the  population,  made  by  virtue  of  an  ordinance  of 
May  4th,  184t>,  the  numbers  of  which  may  be  con* 
alderedTIn  regard  to  the  laws  and  administrative 
regulations,  as  the  only  ofScial  and  authentic  date. — 
The  following  is  an  analysis.  The  population  of 
France  (including  Corsica)  at  the  present  data, 
amounts  to  35,400,486  inhabitants,  of  which  1,364,- 
467  belong  to  the  single  department  of  the  Seine. — 
After  that  comes  the  department  le  Nord,  which 
counts  1,132.980  inhabitants,  and  shows  the  most 
considerable  increase.  The  population  of  all  the 
departments  has  increased  with  the  exception  of 
£ve,  viz.  the  Eure,  the  Jura,  Lot-et-Garonne,  the 
JVIeuae  and  Uaute-Soanc.  Collectively,  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  five  departments  is  not  more  than  5,273 
inhabitants. 

From  the  last  quinquennial  to  the  preceding  (1836; 
1846)  ihe  general  population  has  increased  about  a 
thirtieth.  The  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
the  BIX  last  censusses:— 


1816— 1821 
1821— 1«26 
1826—1831 
1831—1836 
1836—1841 
1841—1846 


Increase.  Per  cent. 


1,397,062  or 
718,286  “ 
971,687  “ 
689,263  “ 
1,170,288“ 


30,161,875 
31,858.937 
32  569.224 
33,540.910 
34,230.178 
35,400,486 

It  results  from  the  olBcial  table  that  in  a quarter 
of  a century,  (from  1821  to  1846)  the  French  popu- 
lation has  increased  nearly  a sixth.  It  was  a cen- 
tury ago,  according  to  Neckar,  about  20  millions, 
since  then  it  must  have  increased  in  the  relation  of 
a little  more  than  three  quarters,  which  sufficiently 
confirms  the  calculations  of  the  economists  accord- 
ing to  which  our  population  was  to  double  in  120  or 
130  years.  (Mr.  Charles  Dupin  has  calculated  that 
it  mav  double  in  117  years.)  The  population  of  Pa- 
ris about  1750  did  not  exceed  540,000;  as  it  now 
exceeds  one  million,  it  may  be  said  to  have  sensibly 
exceeded  in  its  progress  the  progress  of  the  general 
population  of  the  kingdom;  this  is  especially  to  be 
remarked  for  the  last  period  of  five  years.  On  the 
whole,  the  mean  annual  increase  for  the  quarter  of 
B century  has  been,  in  round  numbers,  197,500.  The 
same  calculation  made  with  regard  to  the  two  peri- 
ods 1801  and  1821,  give  only  156,000  increase.  It 
18  perceived  by  this  comparison  how  much  a state  of 
peace,  and  along  with  it,  the  development  of  labor 
and  industry,  has  hastened  the  progress  of  the  gen- 
eral populalicn. 

Prussia  has  at  length  received  something  in  the 
shape  of  the  long  promised  constitution;  the  King 
has  issued  letters  patent,  enacting  that  the  provin- 
cial stsles  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  united  into  a gen- 
eral diet,  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  raise 
loans,  or  to  increase  existing  taxes.  Thus  the  King 
accords  to  the  diet  some  contiol  over  the  public  mon- 
ey. The  concession  is  not  perhaps  very  great cer- 

tainly nothing  like  what  was  expected,  but  consid- 
■ ered  as  the  first  step  towards  liberty,  its  importance 
cannot  be  overrated.  It  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
Prussians  themselves,  if,  now  that  they  have  got  the 
power  of  the  purse,  they  do  not,  before  long  obtain 
the  laws,  rights  and  privileges  of  a free  people — 
things  that  they  merit,  as  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  intelligent  nations  in  Europe.  The  royal  pa- 
tents, as  they  are  called,  are  four  in  number,  and 
are  very  lengthy,  setting  forth  a number  of  minute 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  po.vers  and  attributes 
of  llie  new  diet.  Resides  the  convocation  of  the 
united  diet,  for  according  loans  and  new  taxes,  the 
King  proposes  to  convoke,  periodically  a commiliee 
of  their  bodo  to  consult  them  on  such  legislative  acts, 
as  he  may  think  advisable.  It  seems  however,  that 
they  will  not  be  allowed  any  legislative  power,  but 
will  be  a mere  consultative  body,  whose  advice  may 
or  may  not  be  followed.  They  are  to  have  the  right 
of  petition.  I hese  last  two  concessions  are  scarcely 
worth  mentioning,  some  control  over  taxation  being 
the  only  concession  of  any  importance.  The  united 
diet  is  to  be  formed  of  all  the  eight  diets  of  the 
monarchy.  It  will  consist  of  two  branehes — one  of 
the  princes  of  the  blood  and  the  tilled  nobility,  tb« 
other  of  the  deputies  (consisting  of  three  orders! 
Voi.  XXII.  SiQ.  5. 


elected  as  at  present.  The  total  number  of  the  new 
body  will  be  upwards  of  650.  Since  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  new  constitution,  as  some  people  call  it, 
the  King  has  issued  an  ordinance  convoking  the  diet 
for  the  11th  of  April  next;  not,  however,  says  his 
majesty  because  the  state  of  the  finances  requires 
their  co-operation,  but  he  is  anxious  to  see  them 
around  him.  The  concessions  made  by  the  King, 
have  upon  the  whole  been  very  favorably  received 
in  Germany  notwithstanding  they  fall  so  far  short  of 
public  expectation.  The  official  organ  of  the  gov- 
ernment has  published  some  remarkable  articles  on 
Ihe  subject,  in  which  it  holds  out  a sort  of  promise 
that  if  the  people  behave  well,  the  King  will  make 
further  concessions  before  long. 

1'he  French  government  has  authoriaed  the  con- 
cession to  a company,  headed  by  Messrs.  Herout  & 
Handel,  of  four  steamers  belonging  to  the  navy,  to 
•establish  a line  between  Havre  and  New  Fork. — 
These  vessels  are  worth  I,9U0,000  francs,  and  are  to 
carry  the  mails  for  nothing.  Immense  numbers  of 
French  people  are  preparing  to  emigrate  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  journal  deg  De&ats  stales  that  a good  under 
standing  has  been  restored  between  Guizot  and  the 
English  minister  Lord  Normanby,  the  latter  making 
the  first  advances  and  the  Austrian  minister  acting  as 
mediator.  Lord  Normanby  had  been  received  with 
great  cordiality  by  the  King  Louis  Philippe.  Coun 
Walewski  has  been  appointed  French  minister  to 
the  Plate  republic  and  was  to  sail  in  a few  days. 

A commercial  convention  has  been  concluded 
with  the  King  and  chiefs  of  Cape  Mount,  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade. 

M.  Dumas  once  more.  The  following  gem  of  cor 
respondence  has  been  published  in  the  Paris  papers 
“Sir, — You  insulted  me  the  other  day  in  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies.  Free  today  from  all  business  en 
gagements,  I send  you  my  friend,  M-  Viennet,  presi- 
dent of  the  society  of  men  of  letters,  to  learn  the  day, 
the  place,  and  the  hour — (we  give  the  conclusion  in 
the  original  French,  lest  it  be  supposed  we  exagge- 
rate)— ou  il  vous  convient  que  nous  couperont  la  gorge 
“Alexander  Dumas  Marquis  dela  Paillelene.” 

To  this  strange  epistle  the  sensible  M.  da  Malle- 
ville  sent  the  foliowingamusing  answer: 

“Sir,  I thank  you  for  having  afibrded  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  agreeable  and  excellent  M.  Vien- 
net.  As  to  the  proposal  which  you  are  good  enough 
to  make  to  out  my  throat,  I am  chagrined  beyond 
measure  at  not  being  able  to  accept  it.  I have  not 
the  honor  to  be  a gentleman. 

“Marquis  de  Maleville.” 

At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  bank  of  France, 
it  was  staled  that  not  less  than  17,2847,000  francs 
had  been  drawn  from  the  reserves  since  the  month 
of  July,  principally  on  account  of  the  distress  occa- 
sioned by  the  scarcity.  The  details  that  were  given 
of  the  bank's  operations  were  not  of  the  most  satis- 
factory character;  nor  were  the  hopes  held  out  for 
the  future  Tery  cheering.  In  the  last  six  months  of 
the  year  discounts  were  made  of  commercial  paper 
to  the  amount  of  800,000,000  francs,  being  only  10,- 
000,000  more  than  in  the  corresponding  half  of  the 
preceding  year,  whilst  in  the  first  six  months  the 
increase  was  more  than  203,000,000.  This  will  give 
an  idea  of  the  cruelly  depressed  state  of  trade. 


Hayti.  a new  president  of  the  republic  of  Hayti 
was  chosen  and  proclaimed  by  the  senate  on  the  2d 
March.  His  name  is  Faustin  Soulouque,  a general 
officer,  aged  about  fifty  years,  and  said  to  be  well  es- 
teemed by  the  people;  a man  of  good  and  amiable 
character,  and  distinguished  for  hia  firmness  and  cou- 
rage. 

New  Hampshire  Election The  New  Hampshire 

Patriot  publishes  returns  of  the  vote  for  governor 
from  all  the  towns  in  the  state  except  Drummer  and 
Hart’s  Location  in  Coos  county,  which  last  year  gave 
Williams  (loco)  12,  and  Colby  (whig)  6.  The  result 
as  compared  with  last  year  is  as  follows: 

1846.  1847. 

Williams  (loco)  26,987  30,801 

Colby,  (whig)  17,653  21,125 

All  others  10,504  8,540 

Majority  against  Williams  in  1846  1,170 
Majority  for  Williams  in  1847  1,137- 


Legislature — The  senate,  when  the  three  vacan- 
cies are  filled,  will  consist  of  one  whig  and  eleven  lo- 
cos. House,  accox-ding  to  the  Patriot,  149  locos,  and 
138  whigs. 

LETTER  FROM  PAYMASTER  J.  B.  BUTLER. 

Montorty,  March  3,  1847. 

I have  no  doubt  of  the  dissolulion  of  Sanm  Anna’s 
army,  morally  and  physically,  and  there  will  be  no 
more  fighting  in  this  region,  if  there  be  any  anywhere. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna  is  really  to  be  pitied.  His  men  are 
a wretched  set.  He  hod  twice,  during  the  battle,  to  in- 
terpose his  lancers  to  prevent  desertion,  and  they  shot 
down  some  fifty  at  each  time  before  he  could  prevent 
the  flight  of  his  infantry.  The  information  cornea  from 
prisoners  who  deserted  as  soon  as  exchanged,  and  came 
into  Gen.  Taylor’s  camp.  They  report  t|jat  Santa  Anna 
is  destitute  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  and  that  he  can- 
not keep  them  together. 

Santa  Anna  expected  an  easy  victory.  His  army  wae 
told  that  the  Americana  had  an  abundance  ofprovisions 
and  lots  of  money,  and  that  they  must  enter  Saltillo  the 
day  of  the  battle  and  lake  their  supper  at  our  expense. 
This  is  from  reports  of  persons  taken,  officers  as  well  aa 
privates. 


Ge.v.  Kearny’s  arrival  at  California.  Letters  from 
Tepic,  near  San  Bias,  give  accounts  from  California 
to  tlie  ISth  of  January.  Gen.  Kearny  had  arrived  with 
200  men,  from  New  Mexico.  Uniiingother  forces  with 
his  own,  he  immediately  attacked  the  town  of  Los  An- 
gelos, and  retook  it,  after  a stout  resistance.  Upper  Ca- 
lifornia is  now  in  our  undisputed  possession. 

City  of  Mexico.  The  revolution  in  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico was  not,  at  the  last  accounts,  determined.  There 
has  not  been  much  fighting  and  bloodshed,  and  the 
troops  appear  to  be  vacillating,  and  one  of  the  revolted 
regiments  has  gone  back  to  the  side  of  the  governrHent. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Polk  went  to  sea  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  bound  to  tha 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  a surveying  cruize. 


Light  and  heat  from  water.  To  obtain  a motive 
power,  applicable  to  general  purposes,  from  steam,  is 
comparatively  a recent  achievement  of  inventive  inge- 
Obtaining  light  from  gas  is  a quite  recent  discove- 
ry.  What  wonders  have  been  wrought  within  our  own 
recollections  by  means  of  those  two  agents? 

Magnetic  agency  has  but  just  commenced  its  career. 
It  promises  results  no  less  wonderful,  no  less  useful  than 
either  of  the  others. 

Light  and  heat,  to  be  derived  from  water,  is  now  a 
desidaraium.  The  theory  has  been  ascertained.  Light, 
intense  light,  and  heat  is  evolved  from  a decomposition 
of  water.  Ingenuity  has  a new  and  ample  field  for  em- 
ployment. To  grasp  the  discovery  and  reduce  it  to 
practical  purposes,  is  the  aim  of  the  scientific.  We 
have  had  several  announcements,  some  in  Europe, 
others  in  qur  own  country,  of  the  discovery  of  a process 
wheKby  intense  light  could  be  obtained  by  a galvanic 
or  chemical  process,  which  was  to  supercede  most  of 
our  artihcial  lights.  They  have  as  yet  accomplished  but 
little  that  IS  found  to  be  practical.  We  have  it  now  an- 
nounced that  an  English  chemist,  Mr.  Grove,  has  suc- 
ceeded m obtaining  light  by  a process  which  may  per- 
haps be  made  extremely  useful. 

It  is  kiiown  that  intense  beat  and  light  is  obtained  by 
burning  pure  hydrogen  with  oxygen,  the  only  ingredi- 
ents of  water.  Mr.  Grove’s  process  is,  to  heat  a tube  of 
platinum  in  a common  spirit  lamp  and  pass  steam 
through  It,  which  will  thereby  become  decomposed  and 
transformed  into  gaseous  elements  of  intense  power.-— 
Ihe  impression  has  long  been  entertained,  that  many  of 
the  explosions  which  occur  of  steam  boilers,  are  occa- 
sioned by  the  sudden  con  version  of  steam  into  this  form 
of  gases.  ,To  obtain  this  powerful  element  was  no 
longer  a difficulty.  To  grasp  it  and  reduce  it  to  obedi- 
ence, to  rnake  it  subservient  to  common  useful  purposes, 
was  the  object.  The  process  would  seem  to  suggest  it- 
•6n>  iproduce  the  gas  in  very  limited,  yet  measured 
quantities,  and  draw  it  off  as  it  is  evolved  by  adequate 
conduits.  This  appears  to  have  been  Mr.  Grove's  plan. 
•Attfif  obtaining  the  gas  by  the  above  process,  it  is  coi.« 
ducted  off  into  small  tubes,  at  the  end  of  which  it  is 
gnited  as  our  common  gas  tubes  are.  Great  caution  is 
required,  of  course,  to  prevent  explosion.  Pure  water, 
u ^ “Ooi  salt  or  any  foreign  substance,  and  from  which 
the  air  has  been  expelled  by  a careful  ebullition,  is  in- 
dispensable. 

If  but  a small  quantity  of  the  gas  be  required,  Mr.  G. 
stales  It  may  be  obtained  by  introducing  into  a vessel 
of  water,  heated  to  90  degrees,  beneath  a bell  glass,  a 
ball  of  platinum  intensely  heated.  The  water  will  be 
immediately  decomposed,  and  the  gas  will  fill  the  bpll 
glass.  Osmium  and  iridium  have  the  same  effect  as 
platinum,  and  probably  gold  would  also. 
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ARMY  ORDERS. 

General  Orders,  No.  1.3. 

War  Department,  Mj'l  General's  Office, 
fVashington,  March  27,  1847. 

The  following  surgeon*  and  assistant  surgeons, 
appointed  in  the  ten  additional  regiments,  will  im- 
mediately report  to  their  respective  colonels,  who 
will  assign  them  to  duty  on  the  recruiting  service; 
and  at  the  proper  time  direct  them  to  join  their  regi- 
ments, or  detachments  thereof,  as  soon  as  put  iii 
route  for  the  seat  of  war: 

3d  Dragoons— to  Col.  E.  G.  JV.  Butler,  W.  Orleans. 

Surgeon  Edward  H.  Barton,  assistant  surgeon 
F.  J.  Robertson,  assistant  Surgeon  Corydon  S. 
Abell. 

Regiment  Voltigeurs—’to  Colonel  T.  P,  Andrews,  If  ash- 
inglon. 

Surgeon  J.  W.  Tyler,  assistant  Surgeon  James  L. 
Clarke. 

9th  Infantry— to  Col.  T,  B.  Ransom,  Boston,  Mass. 
Surgeon  Justin  E.  Stevens,  assistant  Surgeon 
John  D.  Walker,  assistant  Surgeon  F.  L.  Whea- 
ton. 

lOth  Inf.— to  Col.  R.  E.  Temple,  city  ofJ^ew  York. 

Surgeon  T.  R.  Spencer,  assistant  Surgeon  J.  R 
Riggs,  assistant  Surgeon  John  Conger. 
ll«/t  Infantry— to  Major  E.  W.  Morgan,  sup'g.  rcc'g 
of  Reg'l.  Philad- 

Surgeon  W.  J.  Barry,  assistant  Surgeon  John  H. 
Weir. 

12th  Inf — to  Lt.  Col.  M.  L.  Bonham,  Jf.  Orleans. 
Surgeon  Robert  R.  Ritchie,  assistant  Surgeon 
A.  G.  Howard,  assistant  Surgeon  Leonaad  Ran- 
dall. 

13th  Inf— to  Col.  R.  M-  Echols,  Jfew  Orleavs. 
Surgeon  John  T.  Lamar,  assistant  Surgeon  Ro- 
bert F.  Gibbs,  assistant  Surgeon  Franklin  Malone. 
14lh  Inf — Col.  fVm.  Trousdale,  JYew  Orleans. 
Surgeon  Lewis  W.  Jordan,  assistant  Surgeon 
Robert  H.  McGinnis,  assistant  Surgeon  Edward  B 
Price. 

15th  Inf. — to  Lt.  Col.  J.  Howard,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Surgeon  James  B.  Slade,  assistant  Surgeon  Wil- 
liam D.  Carlin,  assistant  Surgeon  Ctiailes  O.  Wa- 
ters. 

16th  Inf. — to  Col.  J.  W.  Tibbats,  JYewport,  Ky. 
Surgeon  Geo.  Berry,  assistant  Surgeon  Allen  T. 
Noe,  assistant  surgeon.  Shepherd  Laurie. 

By  order, 

R.  JONES,  AdJ’t.  General. 
General  Orders,  No.  14. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  March  27,  1847. 

1.  Extracts  from  the  act  approved  March  3,  1847, 
in  reference  to  the  acceptance  of  such  of  the  vo- 
lunteers now  with  the  army  in  Mexico,  as  may,  on 
the  expiration  of  their  present  term,  voluntarily  en- 
gage to  re-enter  the  service  for  the  period  of  during 
the  war. 

“Sec.  3 And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi 
dent  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept  the 
services  of  such  of  the  volunteers  now  in  Mexico 
as,  in  his  opinion,  the  stale  of  the  public  service  may 
require,  and  who  may,  at  the  termination  ol  the 
present  term,  voluntarily  engage  to  serve  during  the 
war  with  Mexico;  and  to  organize  the  same  into 
companies,  battalion*,  and  regiments,  agreeably  to 
existing  laws,  and  to  commission  the  officers  for  the 
same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addition 
to  the  pay  and  allowances  provided  for  the  volun- 
teers now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
existing  laws,  each  volunteer  who  shall  re-enter  the 
service  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  Mexico, 
immediately  after  llie  close  of  his  present  terra  of 
service,  shall  be  entitled  to  a bounty  of  twelve  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  company  shall  have 
been  duly  mustered  and  received  by  the  mustering 
and  inspecting  officer. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept  the 
service  of  individual  volunteers  to  fill  vacancies 
which  may  occur  by  death,  discharge,  or  olher  cause 
in  the  volunteer  regiments  or  corps  now  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  or  which  may  be  received 
during  the  existing  war  with  Mexico.” 

2.  In  conformity  with  the  law,  the  president  directs 
that  the  volunteers  in  Mexico  be  received  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  for  “during  the  war,” 
should  they  so  desire;  and  the  officers  commanding 
divisions,  brigades,  or  a less  number  of  the  forces  in 
Mexico,  are  authorized  to  accept  their  services,  de- 
signate proper  officers  to  re-muster  them  on  the  ex- 
piration of  their  present  terms,  and  are  directed  to 
take  all  proper  measures  within  the  scope  of  then- 
powers  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

3.  The  volunteers  who  may  so  tender  their  servi- 
ces for  a second  terra  will  be  received  by  companies, 
consisting  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  two 
second  lieutenants,  and  not  less  than  sixty-four  pri- 


vates, and  then  be  organized  into  battalions  and  reg- 
imonls.  Although  preferable,  it  is  not  deemed  in- 
dispensable that  commands  should  be  made  up  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  same  state. 

4.  Single  companies,  as  well  as  independent  bat- 
talions. to  consist  of  four  companies,  to  be  com- 
manded by  majors,  each  with  an  acting  adjutant, 
may  be  accepted;  and  may,  if  deemed  expedient,  be 
associated  for  camp  and  field  service  with  the  regu- 
lar troops.  If  organized  into  brigades  and  divisions, 
the  requirements  of  the  act  approved  June  18,  1846, 
must  be  observed. 

5.  The  captain  and  subalterns  will  be  chosen  by 
the  men  of  the  several  companies,  and  will  be  com- 
missioned by  the  president  accordingly;  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  company  officers  will  at  once  enter 
upon  their  duties  on  the  authority  of  the  officer  who 
may  forward  the  evidence  of  their  election.  It  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  several  Brigadier  Generals  of 
volunteers,  or  such  officers  as  they  may  designate  for 
that  purpose,  to  superintend  and  hold  the  elections 
of  the  company  officers. 

6.  The  field  officers  will  be  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident; and  as  it  is  higlily  essential  to  the  public  in- 
terest that  none  but  active,  efficient  officers  of  every 
grade  should  receive  commissions,  the  president  in- 
vites the  recommendations  of  the  several  general 
officers  of  volunteers  serving  in  the  field;  and  also  an- 
expression  of  the  preference  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  may  compose  each  battalion  or  regiment. 
All  vacancies  will  be  filled  by  tlie  president,  on  sa- 
tisfactory recommendations  forwarded  from  the 
army. 

7.  The  further  instructions  of  the  President,  if  any 
be  necessary,  will  be  communicated  direct  to  the 
General  commanding  in  chief  and  to  Major  General 
Taylor. 

8.  Proper  arrangements  will  he  made  by  the  Pay- 
master General  to  pay  the  bounty  o[  twelve  dollars 
in  hand  to  each  volunteer  as  soon  as  the  company 
to  which  he  may  belong  shall  have  been  duly  mus. 
tered  and  received  by  the  mustering  and  inspecting 
officer. 

9.  In  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  this  order 
the  public  interest  will  not  admit  of  any  delay;  and 
all  officers  on  whom  this  duly  may  devolve  are  re- 
quired to  forward  their  reports  w ithout  loss  of  time, 
to  enable  the  president  to  make  the  appointments 
and  to  complete  the  re-organization  of  the  volun- 
teer forces  according  to  law.  By  order 

R.  JONES.  Adj’t.’  Genera). 
General  Orders,  J Headquarters  op  the  Armt. 
No.  19.  J Tampico,  February  18, 1847. 
The  general-in-chief  announces  to  the  army  the 
staff  officers  who  are  attached  to  general  headquarters 
in  the  field. 

Department  of  Orders, 

First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Scott,  4th  infantry,  aid-de-camp 
and  acting  assistant  adjutant  general. 

First  Lieut.  T.  Vv  iiiiauis,  4ih  artillery,  aid-de-camp 
First  Lieut.  E.  P.  Scammon,  topographical  engi- 
neer, acting  aid-de-camp. 

Second  Lieut.  G.  W.  J-iay,  6th  infantry,  military 
secretary. 

General  Staff  Officers. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  3d  infantry,  acting 
inspector  general. 

Oapt.  James  Monroe,  6th  infantry,  acting  assistant 
inspector  general. 

Col.  J.  G.  Totten,  chief  of  the  corps  of  engineers. 
Major  W.  Turnbull,  acting  chief  of  topographical 
engineers 

Capt.  B.  Huger,  acting  chief  of  ordnance. 

Major  S.  McRee,  acting  chief  of  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Grayson,  acting  chief  of  the  subsistence 
department. 

Major  E.  Kirby,  acting  chief  of  the  pay  depart- 
ment. 

Surgeon  Gen.  T.  Lawson,  chief  of  the  medical  de- 
partment. 

The  senior  field  officer  of  artillery.  Col.  J.  Bank- 
head,  2d  artillery,  will  enter  upon  the  duties  of  chief 
of  artillery  as  soon  as  there  shall  be  occasion  for 
planting  heavy  batteries. 

All  general  stafl  officers  will  he  mainly  employed 
in  their  respective  departments  of  duty,  and  any  or- 
ders that  any  chief  of  department  may  give  in  rela- 
tion to  his  peculiar  duties  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  general  in-chief  of  the  army,  will  be 
promptly  obeyed.  Winfield  Scott 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott. 

H.  L.  Scott,  A,  A.  A.  G. 

Ordnance  Department. 

Dui'ing  the  last  year  the  department  had  on  hand 


754,5601bs  of  Sulphur  and  3,368,681  lbs.  of  Salt  Pe- 
tre.  This  amount,  with  charcoal,  would  turn  out  5,- 
000,0001bs.  of  gunpowder.  At  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Springfield  there  were  26,568  percussion  muskets 
manufactured,  and  55,923  appendage  pieces.  The 
army  of  the  Rio  Grande  has  had  in  1846,  50  sea 
coast  and  garrison  cannon,  32  and  24  pounders;  28 
field  and  siege  cannon;  10  siege  mortars  complete; 
1878  ten  and  eight  inch  shells;  4,000  rounds  of  am- 
munition for  garrison  guns,  44,720  for  field  and  siege 
guns;  12,429  muskets;  3,421  rifles;  5,440  carbines  and 
pistols;  3,218  sabres  and  swords;  21,706  sets  of  ac- 
coutrements; 3,778,278  cartridges  for  small  arms, 
and  600  barrels  of  powder.  There  has  been  f 16,- 
000,000  invested  in  the  ordnance  department. 

NAVT  JOURNAL. 

Naval The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the 

U.  States  frigate  St.  Lawrence  which  was  launched 
on  Thursday  at  Norfolk. 

Length  between  perpendiculars  176  feet 

Breadth  of  Beam  (moulded)  45  “ 

Depth  of  Hold  to  gun  deck  21  “ 4 in. 

Gun  deck  to  spar  deck  7 “ 1 in. 

Burthen  in  tons  (measurement)  1 552  50  95. 

These  were  the  original  dimensions;  but  they  have 
been  slightly  altered  or  modified,  and  the  tonnage  in- 
creased, by  the  new  method  of  estimating. 

Armament. 

Main  Deck — 26  thirty  two  pounders. 

4 eight  inch  shell  guns. 

Spar  Deck. — 4 medium  32  pounders. 

4 eight  inch  shell  guns. 

12  light  32  pounders. 

Though  this  shows  a force  of  only  50  guns,  she  is 
pierced  for  and  can  carry  60. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  BRIG  SOMERS. 

PROM  THE  LONDON  EXAMINER. 

Glorious  Example.  We  beg  to  direct  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  an  account  of  the  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
ican  brig  of  war  Somers,  which  abounds  with  traits 
of  heroism-— heroism,  not  in  destroying,  but  in  saving 
— which  do  honor  to  humanity.  The  brig  was  upset 
in  a squall;  before  she  foundered,  one  boat  only  could 
be  got  out;  the  men  appointed  to  her  implored  others 
on  board  the  sinking  sliip  to  take  their  places,  and 
some  actually  returned  on  board  to  perish  with  their 
comrades.  But  this  was  not  all.  The  officers  and 
crews  of  the  French,  Spanish,  and  English  ships  of 
war,  who  witnessed  the  disaster,  exerted  themselves 
with  the  most  glorious  bravery  to  save  the  lives  of 
the  poor  fellows  clinging  to  spars  and  wreckage.  In 
this  gallant  endeavor,  Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  and  En- 
glishmen were  all  on  the  sublime  level  of  the  highest 
courage  and  most  exalted  humanity.  How  poor 
are  feats  of  arms  compared  with  this  display  of  the 
best  virtues  of  the  three  nations  in  sight  of  each  oth- 
er— one  good  heart  beating  in  common  in  all!  To 
crown  the  glory,  the  saved  were  worthy  of  their  pre- 
servers, as  generous,  as  brave,  as  devoted. 

The  Somers,  being  employed  in  the  blockade  of 
Vera  Cruz,  was  capsized  in  a sudden  squall;  and  it 
was  soon  clear  that  she  was  in  a sinking  state.  The 
following  account  of  what  passed  is  by  one  of  the 
American  crew: — “The  small  quarter  boat  was  clear- 
ed away,  and  dropped  carefully  round  to  leeward, 
and  manned  by  her  usual  complement  of  five  oars- 
men. Midshipman  Clarke  was  ordered  by  Captain 
Semmes  to  take  charge  of  the  boat.  Finding  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  saving  the  brig,  and  that  she 
was  fast  sinking,  Capt.  Semmes  ordered  Mr.  Clarke 
to  shove  off'  with  Dr.  Wright  and  seventeen  men,  be- 
sides Purser  Steele,  to  pull  for  Green  Island,  about 
half  a mile  distant,  and  immediately  to  return,  if  pos- 
sible, and  save  more  lives.  This  order  was  at  once 
executed,  but  not  until  some  of  those  in  the  boat  had 
solicited,  by  name,  each  of  the  officers  left  on  the 
wreck  to  come  with  them.  These  officers  resolutely 
declared  that  they  would  wait  and  take  their  chance 
with  the  brig.  Passed  Midshipman  Hynson,  who 
had  been  partially  disabled  by  a bad  burn  received 
in  the  firing  of  the  Creole,  was  particularly  implored 
to  ^go  into  the  boat.  A lad  of  the  name  of  Nutter 
jumped  out  of  the  boat  and  offered  his  place  to  Mr.  Hyn- 
son, and  a man  of  the  name  of  Powers  did  the  same 
thing.  Mr-  Hynson  refusing  both  offers,  these  men 
then  declared  that  others  might  have  their  places,  and  that 
they  would  abide  on  the  wreck  with  Mr.  Hynson.  Captain 
Semmes  who  was  in  impaired  health,  was  also  entreat- 
ed to  go,  but  refused.  Lieut.  Parker  answered  a 
similar  solicitation  by  saying  he  would  drown  with 
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the  brig.  Lieut.  Claiborne  and  Act’g  Master  Clemson 
held  the  same  language.  It  is  a remarkable  circum- 
stance that  three  of  the  ofScers  and  all  of  the  men  who 
acted  thus  nobly  are  saved.  When  the  boat  shoved 
off,  the  gale  was  blowing  with  great  violence,  and  a 
heavy  sea  running,  so  that  for  some  moments  it  was 
a matter  of  doubt  whether  the  boat  would  live.  The 
boat,  however,  reached  the  island  in  about  twenty 
minutes.  As  soon  as  the  men  were  landed,  Mr. 
Clarke,  disregarding  the  most  strenuous  entreaties, 
resolutely  shoved  off  again  with  a volunteer  crew,  at 
the  imminent  hazard  of  their  lives.  In  less  than  three 
minutes  after  the  boat  left  the  brig,  Capt.  Semmes, 
finding  the  vessel  settling  under  them,  gave  an  order 
for  - every  man  to  save  himself.  All  simultaneously 
plunged  into  the  water,  and  grasped  the  posts,  gra- 
tings, spats,  coops,  and  other  floating  objects  at  hand. 
Many  must  have  gone  down  from  the  want  of  any 
support  whatever;  others  struggled  on  frail  floats,  to 
be  finally  drifted  on  the  reefs  and  dashed  in  pieces. — 
Some  were  driven  to  sea  to  b*  heard  of  no  more,  and 
others  encountered  the  worst  fate  that  could  be  ap- 
prehended, in  being  devoured  by  sharks.  Through 
all  this  appalling  scene  the  greatest  composure  was 
observed  by  men  and  officers.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  panic — no  exhibition  of  selfishness.  Those 
who  could  not  swim  were  particularly  enjoined  to  go 
in  the  boat.  A large  man  of  the  name  of  Seymour, 
the  ship’s  cook,  had  got  into  the  boat.  Lieut.  Parker 
commanded  him  to  come  out,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  two  smaller  men,  and  he  obeyed  the  order,  but 
was  afterwards  directed  to  go  in  the  boat  when  it  was 
found  he  could  not  swim.  Capt.  Semmes  and  Lieut. 
Parker  were  picked  up  by  Mr.  Clarke  from  a grating, 
and  Jacob  Hazard,  yeoman,  was  rescued  swimming 
near  them.  Those  who  survived  have  told  of  many 
instances  of  heroic  self-devotion.  The  acting  master 
Henry  A.  Clemsen,  was  struggling  on  a small  steering 
sail  boom  with  five  others,  two  of  whom  could  not 
swim.  He  found  that  all  could  not  be  supported,  and 
he  left  and  struck  out  alone  and  unsupported.  He 
was  seen  for  the  last  time  upon  a skylight,  and  prob- 
ably perished  in  the  surf.  The  five  men  he  left  were 
saved,  the  two  who  could  not  swim  being  supported 
by  their  companions,  Colson  and  Williamson.  There 
were  lying  at  Sacrificios,  about  two  miles  to  the  lee- 
ward of  the  wreck.  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  ships  En- 
dymion  and  Alarm,  and  brig  Daring,  commanded  res- 
pectively by  Captains  Lambert,  Franklin,  and  Matson; 
the  French  brigs  Pylade  and  Mercure,  Captains  Uu- 
but  and  La  Voyaire;  and  the  Spanish  corvette  Luisa 
Fernanda,  Capt.  Puente.  As  soon  as  the  accident 
was  discovered,  the  boats  of  all  these  vessels  were 
simultaneously  called  away.  The  crew  of  the  Endy- 
mion,  to  the  number  of  200,  came  aft  and  volunteer- 
ed. There  was  the  most  noble  emulation  as  to  which 
vessel  should  use  the  greatest  expedition  and  perse- 
vere in  the  most  strenuous  exertions.  The  violence 
of  the  gale  was  such  at  that  time  that  none  of  the 
boats  could  pull  against  it,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 
regret  that  Capt.  Lambert  and  others  in  authority  felt 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  signals  recalling  their  boats. 
An  hour  or  two  afterwards,  when  there  was  a slight 
abatement  of  the  gale,  they  again  put  forth  at  the 
peril  of  their  lives,  and  succeeded  in  saving  fourteen 
persons,  and  bringing  from  Green  Island  those  who 
had  landed  there.  The  First  Lieut,  of  the  Endymion, 
Mr.  Tarleton,  rescued  the  First  Lieutenant  of  the  So- 
nieix  from  Pajaros  reef,  which  he  succeeded  by  a 
miracle  in  reaching  safely,  but  where  his  situation  was 
most  critical.  The  most  gallant  and  well-directed  ef- 
forts were  made  by  the  officers  and  crew  in  the  boat 
of  the  Mercure.  She  rescued  ten  men  at  sea  to  lee- 
ward, on  a spar.  One  hardly  knows  which  to  ad- 
mire most,  the  forethought  or  the  daring  oflhis  noble 
adventure.  The  risk  was  incalculable.  Five  boats 
representing  each  of  the  foreign  vessels,  reached  the 
island,  and  took  off  twenty-three  persons  to  their  res- 
pective vessels,  where  they  were  received  with  a de- 
gree of  kindness  and  delicate  consideration  which  I 
cannot  adequately  describe,  but  which  none  of  us  will 
ever  forget.  They  gave  us  refreshments  and  supplied 
us  with  clothes.  I regret  that  I do  not  know  the  names 
of  all  the  generous  and  brave  officers  who  were  in 
charge  of  the  boats  of  the  different  vessels.  I cannot 
however  forbear  mentioning  such  as  I have  learned, 
viz:  Lieut.  Wood  and  the  gunner  of  the  Endymion, 
and  Midshipman  Saliz,  of  the  Pylade.” 

Peace.  Premium.  The  American  peace  society 
hereby  offer  a premium  of  ^500  for  the  best  review 
ot  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  the  essays  to  be  pre- 


sented in  four  months  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
the  premium,  if  any  essay  is  deemed  worthy  of  it,  to 
be  awarded  by  the  Hon.  Simon  Greenleaf  LL.  D., 
the  Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.  D.,and  the  Rev.  Win. 
Jenks,  D.  D. 

The  review  should  be  written  without  reference  to 
political  parties,  and  present  such  a view  of  the  sub- 
ject as  will  commend  itself  when  the  hour  of  sober 
and  candid  reflection  shall  come,  to  the  good  sense  of 
fair  minded  man  in  every  parly  and  in  all  sections  of 
the  country.  The  war,  in  its  origin,  its  progress,  and 
the  whole  sweep  of  Its  evils  to  all  concerned,  should 
be  reviewed  (the  essays  to  be  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pages  duodecimo,)  on  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
and  an  enlightened  statesmanship,  showing  especial- 
ly its  waste  of  treasure  and  human  life; — its  inconsis- 
tency with  the  genius  of  our  republican  institutions, 
as  well  as  with  the  precepts  of  our  religion,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  age; — its  bearings,  immediate  and  remote 
on  free  popular  government  here,  and  through  the 
world; — how  its  evils  might  have  been  avoided  with 
better  results  to  both  parties; — and  what  means  may 
and  should  be  adopted  by  nations  to  prevent  similar 
evils  in  future.  Our  sole  aim  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  permanent  peace  by  turning  this  war  into  effectual 
warning  against  resorts  to  the  sword  hereafter. 

The  manuscripts  may  be  forwarded  to  the  subscri- 
ber, at  21  Cornhill,  Boston,  or  to  M.  W.  Dodd’s  care 
Brick  Church  Chapel,  New  York. 

By  order  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Peace  society. 

Geo.  C.  Beckwith,  Cor.  Sec. 

February  1847.  U.  S.  Gazette. 

recruiting  circolar. 

War  Department,  MjH  General's  Office, 
Washington,  March  24,  1847. 

I.  . . The  attention  of  all  officers  employed  on  the 
recruiting  service  is  specially  airected  to  the  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  subsistence  of  recruits.  The 
commissary  general  reports  that  the  extreme  allow- 
ance provided  for  in  par.  37,  has  been  assumed  as 
the  general  rate,  and  that  in  many  cases,  parties  of 
recruits  under  orders  for  movement,  have  charged  the 
commutation  allowance  of  75  cents  authorized  in  par- 
ticular cases  by  par.  39,  instead  of  drawing  their  ra- 
tions in  kind.  This  is  a great  abuse  of  the  regula- 
tions; anct  all  officers  when  in  charge  of  detachments 
or  parties  of  recruits  on  march,  or  on  board  steam 
and  canal  boats,  or  sailing  vessels,  are  held  responsi- 
ble that  the  men  draw  their  subsistence  in  kind,  and 
cook  it  themselves. 

II.  . . Besides  the  motive  of  economy,  it  is  proper 

that  recruits  should  as  early  as  may  be,  learn  to  pre- 
pare and  carry  their  food  in  a soldierly  manner  by 
the  means ' provided  by  the  government  for' the  pur- 
pose. By  order: 

R.  Jones,  Mj't  General. 


FOREIGN  AND  HOME  MARKET. 


In  the  Enquirer  of  Monday  last  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs; 

“The’ Washingion  Era  publishes  an  estimate,  ta- 
ken from  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
Dec.  10,  1846,  of  the  quantity  of  several  staples 
raised  in  the  United  Slates,  with  the  value  of  each 
production,  according  to  the  prices  they  bore  in  the 
New  York  market,  on  the  1st  Dec.  last. 

Colton, 760,000,000  pounds,  worth  ^73,150,000 
Oats,  179,528,800  bushels,  worth  69,567,410 

Rice,  97,741,500  pounds,  worth  3,786,483 

Barley,  5,676,600  bushels,  worth  3,434,343 

Rye,  29,892  500  bushels,  worth  23,465,612 

Wheat,  117,202,800  bushels,  worth  1,21,1,01891 
Indian  corn,  459,666,900  bushels,  worth  314,871,820 

“But  this  13  only  an  approximation  and  surely  falls 
below  the  actual  quantity.  Would  the  whig  “home 
market”  consume  these  immense  products.  The 
farming  interest  must  look  to  the  markets  of  the 
world,  under  the  beneficial  influence  of  free  trade, 
to  compensate  their  labor.” 

One  would  naturally  infer  from  the  interrogatories 
of  the  Enquirer,  that  the  foreign  markeUs  the  mam 
reliance  of  the  farmer  for  the  consumption  of  the 
products  of  the  soil,  and  that  the  home  maiket  is 
comparatively  of  trivial  importance.  But  the  re- 
verse is  the  fact,  as  may  be  satisfactorily  ascertained 
by  reference  to  the  official  table  of  exports.  We 
have  before  us  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  wheat 
and  flour  exported  from  1791  to  1845  inclusive. — 
Dividing  this  series  of  years  into  two  periods,— the 
first  ending  with  the  close  of  the  last  war  m Great 
Britain— we  find  the  following  aggregates; 


For  the  21  years  ending  with  1814,  the  total  ex- 
ports were  as  follows: 

Flour.  • Wheat. 

20.474.6H5  barrels.  7,843,216  bushelf. 
Annual  aver’e  974,985  “ 373,486  “ 

For  the  second  period  of  31  years,  beginning  with 
1815  and  ending  with  the  year  1845,  the  total  ex- 
ports were  as  follows: 

Flour.  Wheat. 

30,617.713  bbis  6,079,813  bush?. 
Annual  average  987.668  “ 196,124  “ 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  was  the 
annual  amount  of  production  during  these  periods; 
but  as  there  seems  to  have  been  a remarkable  uni- 
formity in  the  amount  of  foreign  demand,  the  annual 
avei  age  of  the  last  31  years  having  been  about  the 
same  as  that  for  the  preceding  21  years,  it  is  not 
material  to  the  object  we  have  in  view,  which  is  to 
show  that  the  foreign  market,  though  important  as 
an  auxiliary  to  the  home  demand,  is,  in  comparison 
with  the  latter,  utterly  insignificant. 

By  the  statement  copied  above  from  the  Enquirer, 
it  appears  that  the  product  of  wheat  in  the  United 
Stales,  in  1846,  was  117,202,800  bushels. 

The  quantity  exported  in  1845 
to  all  foreign  countries  in 
the  shape  wheat  of  and  flour 
amounted  to  6,363,866  bushels. 


110,833,934  bushels 


Leaving  for  Home  Consump- 
tion, the  immense  amount 

of  

In  other  words,  the  domestic  consumption  of  this 
great  staple — the  only  important  article  of  bread- 
stuffs  exported,  until  witbm  the  last  twelve  months 
the  starving  condition  of  the  Irish  peasantry  has 
created  a demand  for  corn  and  some  other  arti- 
cles— is  as  TWENTY  to  ONE,  compared  with  the 
foreign. 

For  the  year  ending  in  1845,  in  consequence  of  the 
augmented  demand  in  Europe,  the  exports  of  wheat 
and  flour  were  larger  than  in  1845 — but  this  increas- 
ed demand  was  not  occasioned  by  the  repeal  of  the 
British  corn  laws  or  by  the  modification  of  our  own 
tariff,  but  by  a visitation  of  Providence,  cutting  short 
the  harvests,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  conti- 
nent— enhancing  the  necessities  of  the  people  of 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  France,  while  one 
of  their  usual  sources  of  supply  had  been  simultan- 
eously cut  off.  The  total  amount  of  wheat  and  flour 
exported  in  1846  is  estimated,  upon  data  furnished 
by  the  treasury  department,  at  about  13,000,000 
bushels — about  double  as  much  as  at  any  antecedent 
period.  But  deduct  Ibis  amount  from  our  annual 
product,  and  it  leaves  one  hundred  and  four  million* 
for  home  consumption! 

This,  too,  be  it  remembered,  is  only  one  of  the 
numerous  products  of  the  soil,  which  enter  into  the 
subsistence  of  the  people,  and  most  of  which  are 
consumed  exclusively  at  home.  Let  us  look  at  an- 
other article,  of  greater  importanGe,  both  in  the 

amount  produced  and  in  its  estimated  money  value 

Indian  eorn.  It  is  stated  that  the  annual  product  of 
this  important  staple  in  the  United  States,  amounts 
to  about  460  millions  of  bushels.  Until  recently  it 
was  all  consumed  in  the  home  market.  Latterly, 


seen  by  the  fallowing  table  of  exports: 

Years 

Indian  Corn. 

Indian  Meal. 

1841, 

535,727,  bushels 

232,234  barrels 

1842, 

600,308, 

ti 

209,199  “ 

1843  (9  mo! 

1.)  672,608, 

174,354  “ 

1844,  “ 

825,282, 

u 

247  882  “ 

1345, 

840,184 

u 

209,030 

Total, 

3,474,109 

1,132,749 

An  aver’e. 

694,822 

it 

226,549* 

bSJV>  VS  1./I  XU*iU  iU  ut?  U*c  UrSlK 

times  as  great  as  those  of  either  of  the  foregoing 
years,  how  trivial  is  the  amount  compared  with  the 
immense  aggregate  product! 

'I'hese  stalisUcs  will  sat.sfy  the  reader  that  the 
‘•whig  home  market,”  spoken  of  so  slightingly  by 
the  Enquirer,  is  the  farmer’s  main  reliance — con- 
suming nineleeii  twenliellis  of  the  wheat  produced 
in  ordinary  years,  and  forty-nine  fiftieths  of  the  In- 
dian Corn-r-to  say  nothing  of  those  products  for 
which  the  foreign  demand  is  scarcely  apprecia- 
ble. 

The  estimated  value  of  our  leading  agricullural 
products,  as  given  In  the  statement  upon  which  we 
have  been  commenting,  is,  m round  numbers  710 
millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  amount  cotton  is  put 
down  at  73  millions,  and  constitutes  our  chief  arti- 
cle of  export.  Inclusive,  however,  of  that  article, 
the  ratio  of  consumption  as  between  the  foreign  and 
home  markets,  is  as  6 to  1 in  favor  of  the  latter — 
and,  exclusive  of  that  article,  (a  large  portion  of 
which  returns  to  us  in  its  manufactured  form,  appre- 
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ciatec’  ’'■veraf  hunr’red  nor  crnt.  in  value  by  the  la-. 

art it  :-i  iesa  ;2  to  — 
And  yet  we  oonstantly  hear  Uis  home  market,  our 
chief  dependence,  sneered  alas  altogether  unimpor- 
tant, while  upon  the  foreign  market,  which  is  as 
capricious  and  uncertain  as  the  seasons  by  which  it 
is  regulated,  the  farmers  are  taught  to  rely  as  their 
most  valuable  customer! 

The  object  of  the  repeal  of  the  British  corn-laws, 
as  we  have  heretofore  stated,  was  not  to  benefit  the 
American  farmer,  but  the  British  manufacturer. — 
And  how  was  the  latter  to  be  benefitted.’  By  increas- 
ing or  by  reducing  the  price  of  bread.*  The  latter, 
undeniably.  How  then  can  it  be  pretended  that  a 
measure  intended  to  reduce  the  price  of  our  agri- 
cultural staples,  can  enure  to  the  advantage  of  the 
producers  of  those  staples?  Every  intelligent  man 
knows  that,  but  for  the  unprecedented  visitation  of 
Providence,  whieh  has  reduced  not  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land alone,  but  other  portionsof  Europe,  to  the  verge 
of  famine,  the  prices  of  our  bread-stuffs  would  have 
ruled  lower  at  this  moment  than  they  have  done  for 
the  last  ten  or  twenty  years.  This  was  the  avowed 
object  of  the  repeal  of  the  British  corn-laws,  and 
this  would  have  been  the  inevitable  effect  of  that  mea- 
sure, but  for  the  counteracting  tendency  of  a wide- 
spread calamity  which  no  sagacity  could  have  fore- 
seen, and  which  no  human  wisdom  could  have  aver- 
ted. The  iriQuence  of  this  calamity  w ill  doubtless 
be  felt,  even  should  an  average  crop  be  produced,  in 
Great  Britain  as  well  as  on  the  Continent,  this  year, 
and  even  perhaps  for  two  or  three  years  to  come — 
so  completely  will  the  granaries  in  every  part  of  the 
world  be  swept  of  their  contents,  in  order  to  supply 
the  existing  urgent  cry  for  “bread!”  But  when  the 
equilibrium  between  demand  and  supply  shall  be  re- 
stored, by  a succession  of  average  crops  in  Europe- 
not  only  will  the  amount  of  our  exports  be  consider- 
ably diminished,  but  the  price  at  which  they  must 
be  sold  will  be  reduced  in  a much  greater  ratio. 

RELIEF  TO  IRELANP. 

The  sloop-of-war  Jamestown,  Capt.  Robt.  Forbes, 
cleared  at  the  Boston  custom-house  on  Friday,  with  a 
view  to  sailing  the  next  day  on  her  mission  of  chari- 
ty. Her  destination  is  Cork,  and  she  is  loaded  with 
the  bulk  of  about  8,000  barrels  of  breadstuffs,  for  the 
poor  of  Ireland.  Her  mates  are  Capt.  Macondry  and 
Capt.  Farwell,  both  of  them  volunteers.  Her  crew, 
in  all,  consists  of  about  fifty  persons. 

This  is  the  first  time,  we  believe,  that  a war-vessel 
of  one  country  has  been  sent  to  another  on  such  an 
errand  of  charity  her  only  purpose  being  the  succor 
of  a neighboring  people.  The  precedent  is  a good 
one;  and  we  trust  that  Mr.  Forbes  and  his  generous 
coadjutors  may  carry  the  ship  and  her  freight  of  com- 
fort and  peace  safely  across  the  ocean,  and  may  as 
safely  return! 

The  Jamestown,  it  seems,  was  detained  by  adverse 
winds  till  Sunday  morning,  when  she  toox  her  depar- 
ture in  fine  trim,  flying  fromher  mizzen  peak  the  stars 
and  stripes  of  our  own  country  and  from  her  main  roy- 
al-mast head  a large  white  flag  with  a green  sham- 
rock in  the  centre.  The  Boston  Journal  says: 

“In  about  one  hour’s  time  from  the  casting  off  the 
last  hawser  that  bound  her  to  the  shores  of  the  west- 
ern world,  she  had  discharged  her  pilot,  and  was 
standing  on  her  course,  unshackled  arid  free,  bearing 
within  her  wooden  walls  food  for  the  famish- 
ing and  covering  for  the  naked,  a free-will  offering 
from  the  favored  sons  of  the  new  w'orld  to  their  afflic- 
ted brethen  of  the  old.  It  was  a noble  sight,  that 
gallant  ship,  moulded  and  fashioned  for  war’s  stern 
purposes  of  destruction  and  death,  speeding  on  her 
course,  stripped  of  her  armament,  on  an  errand  of 
mercy.  Heaven  grant  her  a quick  passage  to  her  des- 
tined port,  and  safe  return  to  our  shores;  and  long 
may  it  be  before  the  honor  of  this,  her  labor  of  love 
shall  be  tarnished  by  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  carnage 
on  her  decks! 

“Her  cargo  consists  of  1,377  barrels  of  bread,  418 
casks  beans,  88  casks  peas,  533  casks  and  2,043  bags 
corn,  100  tierces  hams,  4O0  barrels  pork,  723  barrels 
and  4,888  bags  corn  meal,  flour,  oat  meal,  potatoes, 
rice,  beef,  clothing,  &c.;  in  all  equal  to  8,000  bbls. 

The  Boston  committee  who  are  charged  with  re- 
ceiving and  forwarding  contributions  for  the  relief  of 
the  suffering  people  of  Ireland  and  Scottland,  having 
dispatcned  the  sloop-of-war  Jamestown,  have  already 
commenced  loading  another  vessel,  “J'he  Tartar,” 
with  the  avails  of  the  collections  remaining  on  hand; 
and  the  Courier  says  that  two  other  vessels  are  forth- 
with to  follow  the  Tartar.  Charity  so  promptly  and 
munificently  bestowed  is  worthy  of  ail  praise. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation. 

Campon  the  field  of  battle.  Buena  Vista. 

Mexico,  February  24,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  tile  honor  to  report  that,  having  become 
assured  on  the  20th  inst.,  that  the  enemy  had  assembled 
in  very  heavy  force  at  Encarnacion,  thirty  miles  in  front 
of  Agua  Nueva,  with  the  evident  design  of  attacking  my 
position,  I broka  up  my  camp  at  the  latter  place  on  the 
•Jlst,  and  took  up  a strong  line  in  front  of  Buena  'Vista 
seven  miles  south  of  Saltillo.  A cavalry  force  left  at  A- 
giia  Nueva  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  removal  of 
supplies  was  driven  in  during  the  nigrh,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  the  Mexican  army  appeared  immediately 
in  front  of  our  position.  At  11  o’clock,  a.  m.,  a flag  was 
sent,  bearing  from  General  Santa  Anna  a summons  of 
unconditional  surrender.  To  which  I immediately  re- 
turned a negative  reply.  The  summons  and  my  reply 
are  herewith  enclosed.  The  action  was  commenced 
late  in  the  afternoon  between  the  light  troops  on  the  left 
flank,  but  was  not  seriously  engaged  until  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  when  the  enemy  made  an  effort  to  force  the 
left  flank  of  our  position.  An  obstinate  and  sanguinary 
conflict  was  maintainedi  with  short  intervals,  throughout 
the  day,  the  result  being  that  the  enemy  was  completely 
repulsed  from  our  lines.  An  attack  of  cavalry  upon  the 
rancho  of  Buena  Vista  and  a demonstration  upon  the 
city  of  Saltillo  itself  were  likewise  handsomely  repelled. 
Early  in  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew’  from  his  camp 
and  fell  back  upon  Agua  Nueva,  a distance  of  twelve 
miles. 

Our  own  force  engaged  at  all  points  in  this  action  fell 
somewhat  short  of  6.400  men,  while  that  of  the  enemy, 
from  the  statement  of  General  Santa  Anna,  may  be  es- 
timated at  20,000.  Our -lucce.ss  against  such  odds  is  a 
sufficient  encomum  on  the  good  conduct  of  our  troops 
In  a more  detailed  official  report,  I shall  have  the  satis- 
faction of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  government  the 
conspicuous  gallantry  of  particular  officers  and  corps. — 

I may  be  permitted  here,  however  to  acknowledge  my 
great  obligation,  to  Brig.  Gen-  Wool,  the  second  in  com- 
mand, to  whom  I feel  particularly  indebted  for  his  valu- 
able services  on  this  occasion. 

Our  loss  has  beeii  very  severe,  and  will  not  probably 
fall  short  of  700  men.  The  Mexican  loss  has  been  im- 
mense. I shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forward- 
a correct  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  day. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

Maj.  Genera!  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C- 

[Translation.] 

{Summons  of  H'anta  Anna  to  Oen.  Taylor.'] 

You  are  surrounded  by  twenty  thousand  men,  and 
cannot,  in  any  human  probability,  avoid  suffering  a rout, 
and  being  cut  to  pieces  with  your  troops;  but  as  you  de- 
serve consideration  and  particular  esteem,  I wish  to  save 
you  from  a catastrophe,  and  for  that  purpose  give  you 
this  notice,  in  order  that  you  may  surrender  at  discretion 
under  ihe  assurance  that  you  will  be  treated  with  the 
consideration  belonging  to  the  Mexican  character,  to 
which  end  you  will  be  granted  an  hour’s  lime  to  make 
up  your  mind,  to  commence  from  the  moment  when 
my  flag  of  truce  arrives  in  your  camp. 

With  this  view,  I assure  youofmv  particular  consiJ- 
eraiion. 

God  and  Liberty.  Camp  at  Enanetada,  February 
22d,  1S47. 

Ant  Lopez  De  Santa  Anna. 

To  Gen.  Z.  Taylor  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
United  States. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation. 

Near  Buena  Vista,  Feb.  22,  1847. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  summoning  me 
to  surrender  my  forces  at  discretion,  I beg  leave  to  say 
that  I decline  acceding  to  your  request.  With  high 
re.’pect,  I am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding. 

Senor  Gen.  A.D,  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  commander  in- 
chief, La  Encantada. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Saltillo.  Feb.  23,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  main  Mex- 
ican force  is  yet  at  Agua  Nueva.  Our  troops  hold  the 
positions  which  they  have  so  well  defended,  and  are 
prepared  to  receive  the  enemy,  should  he  venture  ano- 
ther attack. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  General  Santa 
Anna  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  by  which  we  ehall 
receive  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  those  capiured  from  us  at 
different  times,  besides  the  few  taken  in  the  action  of 
the  23d,  Our  wounded,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Mexi- 
cans which  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  have  been  re- 
moved to  this  place,  and  are  rendered  comfortable. 

Our  loss  in  the  recent  actions,  so  far  as  ascertained, 
amounts  to  264  killed,  450  wounded,  and  26  missing. — 
One  company  of  the  Kentucky  cavalry  is  not  included 
in  this  statement,  its  casualties  not  being  yet  reported. — 
I respectfully  enclose  a list  of  the  commissioned  officers 
killed  and  wounded,  embracing  many  names  of  the 
highest  merit.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedien  t 
servant,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Arr.ii;  qf  .kuupaiion. 

Agua  Nutca.  March  i,  1847- 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  itie  troops  ol  my 
command  occupied  their  original  camp  .m  this  place  on 
the  27ih  of  Febreary,  the  last  of  the  Mexican  army 
leaving  the  morning  of  that  day  in  the  direction  of  San 
Luis.  It  is  ascertained  that  the  enemy  is  in  full  retreat, 
and  in  a very  disorganized  condition;  the  men  de.serting 
and  dying  of  starvation  in  great  numbers.  I despatch 
a command  this  day  as  far  as  Encarnacion  to  harass 
hie  rear,  and  secure  whatever  military  supplies  may  be 
found  there. 

From  the  statements  of  Mexican  officers,  particularly 
of  the  medical  staff  left  to  succor  the  wounded,  there 
seems  no  doubt  that  their  loss  in  the  recent  action  is 
moderately  esfimaied  at  1,500.  and  may  reach  2,000 
men,  killed  and  wounded;  bssides  2,000  or  3,000  deser- 
ters. Many  officers  of  rank  were  lost.  I enclose  a list 
of  the  names  of  our  own  killed  and  wounded,  mads  as 
complete  as  praciicable  at  this  time.  One  regiment 
(Kentucky  cavalry)  is  not  included,  its  return  not  being 
rendered. 

The  enemy  had  fully  reckoned  upon  cur  total  rout, 
and  had  made  arrangements  to  intercept  our  retreat, 
and  cut  off  the  army,  stationing  for  that  purpose,  corps 
of  cavalry,  not  only  immediately  in  our  rear,  but  even 
below  Monterey.  1 regret  to  report  that  they  succeeded 
near  the  village  of  Marin  in  destroying  a train  of  sup- 
plies, and  killing  a considerable  number  of  the  escort 
and  teamsters.  Col.  Morgan,  2d  Ohio  regiment,  on  his 
march  from  Cerralvo  to  Monterey,  was  infested  by  the 
Mexican  cavalry,  with  which  he  had  several  rencontres, 
but  finally  dispersed  them  with  small  lost  on  his  own 
part.  Capt.  Graham,  A.  Q.  M.,  volunteer  service,  was 
mortally  wounded  in  one  of  these  affairct.  I have  no 
doubt  that  the  defeat  of  the  main  array  at  Buena  Vista 
will  secure  our  line  of  communication  from  further  in- 
terruption, but  I still  propose  in  a few  days  to  change 
my  headquarters  to  Monterey,  with  a view  to  in  ■kesiich 
further  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

The  dispositions  made  to  harass  our  rear,  vindicate 
the  policy  and  necessity  of  defending  a position  in  front 
of  Saltillo,  where  a defeat  has  thrown  the  enemy  far 
back  into  the  interior.  No  result  so  decisive  could  have 
been  obtained  by  holding  Monterey,  and  our  communi- 
cations would  have  been  constantly  in  jeopardy. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  sei  v’t., 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army.  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  Taylor’s  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  as  far  as  ascertained  on  the  1st  of  March,  ac- 
companies the  despatches.  We  shall  publish  it  when  it 
is  completed.  We  could  not  have  it  in  time  for  the 
present  mail. 

The  National  Intelligenoer  of  this  morning  says: — 
"We  are  informed,  on  the  authority  of  an  officer  who 
was  present,  and  who  left  Saltillo  in  the  beginning  of  last 
month,  that  the  Kentucky  cavalry  lost  in  the  action 
sixty-one  men,  viz:  29  killed  and  32  wounded — which 
would  make  our  aggregate  loss  eight  hundred  and  one, 
or  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  whole  force  engaged.” 

official  despatches  from  com.  CONNER. 

Investment  of  Vera  Cruz — By  the  schooner  Portia, 
Capt.  Powers,  which  reached  New  Orleans,  on  the  25th 
ult.,  the  following  important  despatch  wa-- received  : — 
U.  S Ship  Raritan, 

Off  Sacrificios,  March  10, 1847. 

Sir: — In  my  last  despatch,  dated  on  the  7th  instant, 
Unformed  the  department  of  the  arrival  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  at  Anton  Lizardo.  Most  of  the  transports, 
with  the  troops  and  the  materiel  of  the  army,  having  arri- 
ved, about  the  same  time  a speedy  disembarkation  was 
resolved  upon,  it  being  quite  important  th:tt  we  should 
effect  a landing  belore  a norther  should  come  on,  as 
this  would  delay  us  two  or  three  days.  After  a joint  re- 
connoissance,  made  by  the  general  and  myself  in  the 
steamer  Petrita,  the  beach  due  west  from  Sacrificios, 
one  of  the  points  spoken  of  in  my  previous  letters,  was 
selected  as  the  most  suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  an- 
chorage near  this  place  being  extremely  contracted,  it 
became  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  crowding  it  with  an 
undue  number  of  vesself,  to  transfer  most  of  the  troops 
to  the  vessels  of  war  for  transportation  to  Sacrificios. — 
Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  at  day  light,  all 
necessary  preparations — suefKas  launching  and  num- 
bering the  boats,  detailing  officers,  &c.— having  been 
previously  made,  this  transfer  was  commenced.  The 
frigates  received  on  board  between  iwenly-five  and 
twenty-eight  hundred  men  ea;th,  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  the  sloops  bnd  smaller  vessels  num- 
bers in  propor  tion. 

This  part  of  the  movement  was  completed  very  suc- 
cessfully about  11  o’clock,  a.  m.,  and  a few  minutes 
thereafter  the  squadron  under  my  command,  accompan- 
ied by  the  commanding  general,  in  the  steamship  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  such  of  the  transports  as  had  been  se 
lected  for  the  purpose,  got  under  way.  The  weather 
was  very  fine — indeed  we  could  nut  have  been  more  fa- 
vored in  this  particular  than  we  were.  We  had  a fresh 
and  yet  a gentle  breeze  from  the  southeast,  and  a per- 
lectly  smooth  sea.  The  passage  to  Sacrificios  occupi- 
ed us  between  two  and  three  liours.  Each  ship  came 
in  and  anchored  without  the  slightest  disorder  or  confu- 
sion, in  the  small  space  allotted  to  her — the  harbor  be- 
ing still  very  much  crowdedi  notwithstanding  the  num- 
ber of  transports  we  had  left  behind.  The  disembarka- 
tion commenced  on  the  instant.  W.hilst  we  were  trans- 
fering  the  troops  from  the  ships  to  the  serf-boats,  (sixty* 
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five  in  number,)  I directed  the  steamers  Spitfire  and 
Vixen,  and  ilie  five  eun  boats,  to  form  in  a line  parallel 
with  and  close  in  'o  the  beach,  to  cover  the  landing. 

This  order  was  promptly  executed,  and  these 
small  vessels,  from  the  lightness  of  their  draught, 
were  enabled  to  take  positions  within  good  grape- 
rang*  of  the  shore.  As  the  boats  severally  received 
their  complements  of  troops,  they  assembled,  in  a 
lih*  abreast,  between  the  fleet  and  the  gun-boats; 
and  when  all  were  ready,  they  pulled  in  together, 
under  the  guidance  of  a number  of  the  ofiScersof  the 
iquadron,  who  had  been  detailed  for  this  purpose. — 
General  Worth  comm inded  this,  the  first  line  of  the 
army,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  formiug  his  com- 
mand on  the  beach  and  neighboring  heights  just  be- 
fore sunset.  Four  thousand  five  hundred  men  were 
thus  thrown  on  shore,  almost  simultaneously.  No 
eneinv  appeared  to  ofl’er  us  the  slightest  opposition. 
The  first  line  being  landed,  the  boats,  in  sucees- 
iive  trips,  relieved  the  men-o^war  and  transports  of 
their  remaining  troops,  by  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  The 
whole  army  (save  a few  straggling  companies)  con- 
sisting of  upwards  of  ten  thousand  men,  were  thus 
safely  deposited  on  shore,  without  the  slightest  ac- 
cident of  any  kind.  The  ofiicers  and  seamen  under 
my  command  vied  with  each  other  on  this  occasion, 
in  a zealous  and  energetic  performance  of  their 
duty.  1 cannot  but  express  to  the  department  the 
great  satisfaction  I have  derived  from  witnessing 
their  efl'orts  to  contribute  all  in  their  own  power  to 
the  success  of  their  more  fortunate  brethren  of  the 
army. 

The  weather  still  continues  fine  to-day,  we  are 
engaged  in  landing  the  artillery,  horses,  provisions, 
and  other  material.  The  steamer  N.  Orleans,  with 
the  Louisiana  regiment  of  voluiilears,  800  strong,  ar 
rived  most  opportunely,  at  Anton  Lizardo,  just  as  we 
had  pul  ourselves  in  motion.  She  joined  us,  and  her 
troops  were  landed  with  the  rest.  Another  transport 
arrived  at  this  anchorage  to-day.  Her  troops  have 
also  been  landed.  Gen.  Scott  has  now  with  him  up- 
wards of  eleven  thousand  men.  At  his  request,  1 
permitted  the  marines  of  the  squadron,  under  Capt. 
Edson,  to  join  him,  as  a part  of  the  third  regiment  of 
artillery.  The  general  in  chief  landed,  this  morning, 
and  the  army  put  itself  in  motion  at  an  early  hour,  to 
form  its  line  around  the  city.  There  has  been  some 
distant  firing  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  town  and 
castle  upon  the  troops,  as  they  advanced,  but  without 
result.  1 am  still  of  the  opinion,  expressed  in  my 
previous  comniur.icalions,  as  to  the  inability  of  the 
enemy  to  hold  out  for  any  length  of  time.  The  castle 
has,  at  most,  but  four  or  five  weeks’  provisions,  and 
the  town  about  enough  to  last  for  the  same  time. — 

1 am  very  respectfully,  &c.  D.  CONNER, 

Commanding  bome  squadron. 
Hon.  J.  Y.  Mason,  Sec’y  navy,  Washington. 

The  Picayune  furnishes  the  following: 

Memorandum  furnished  by  Captain  Powers,  of  the 
schooner  Portia. 

Schooner  Poriia,  Captain  Powers,  8 days  from  Tam- 
pico anchorage,  but  was  detained  to  the  souih  and  east 
of  Vera  Cruz  by  a heavy  north  gale  until  the  17th  inst. 
The  United  States  squadron  and  all  the  transports  left 
Point  Lizardo  for  Sacrificios  on  the  9th  inst.,  with  12,U)0 
troops.  On  the  morning  ofthe  10th  a lanuing  of  all  the 
troops  and  marines  was  effected  within  three  miles  of 
Vera  Cruz,  wiihout  much  opposition  from  the  enemy, 
as  the  lauding  was  well  covered  by  a constant  discharge 
of  bomb  shells  and  round  shot  from  the  U.  S.  steamers 
and  gun  boats  anchored  near  the  beach  and  in  front  of 
the  landing.  Immediately  after  an  organization  of  the 
American  loroes  on  the  beach,  they  took  up  a line  of 
march  over  t e sand  hills  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy’s 
outposts  and  foriiticaiions,  situaied  from  one  to  three 
miles  trom  ilie  castle  and  forts  of  the  city.  They  carried 
everyone  by  storm,  not,  however  without  losing  seven- 
teen men. 

On  the  Util  and  12th,  the  American  forces  were 
employed  in  throwing  up  breast  work*  and  digging 
entrenchments.  Occasional  skirmishing  took  place 
with  the  enemy,  who  were  throwing  showers  of  bomb 
shellt  and  round  shut  from  the  castle  and  city,  but 
without  much  effect.  During  this  lima  the  seamen 
were  landing  provisions  and  ammunition  from  the  tram- 
ports. 

On  the  12ih,  a strong  north  gale  set  in,  which  cut  off' 
*11  further  comrnuriiBulion.  VVe  left  during  the  norther, 
and  as  we  were  unable  to  make  progress  lo  the  north, 
believe  that  it  was  impossible  for  our  tiunibs  and  shells 
to  have  been  landed  until  tlie  I8ih  instant.,  so  that  the 
bombardment  ol  the  casile  and  Vera  Cruz  did  not  pro- 
bably commence  until  the  2(Jih. 

There  were  some  feats  of  bravery  displayed  on  the  llth 
in  which  Col.  Dickerson,  of  the  Palmetto  regiment,  B. 
Carolina,  was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a musket 
ball  from  the  enemy,  and  Captain  Alburlis,  of  the  2nd 
Inlaniry,  had  his  liead  shot  otf  by  an  52  pound  ball.  — 
This  same  ball  broke  a drummer’s  arm  and  took  off' a 
private’s  leg. 

But  on  Uie  same  day  the  American  army  had  gained 
complete  possession  ol  ail  the  lortilicatioiis  ofthe  enemy 
which  were  raist-d  bj  thtni  lo  slop  our  iroups  from  ap- 
proaching the  city.  All  the  water-pipes  leading  to  the 


city  were  cut  off,  and  all  the  communication  efTectually 
stopped.  Gen.  Scott  landed  in  person  on  the  Uth  inst. 
A French  bark  ran  the  bio -kade  and  moored  under  the 
walls  of  the  castle  on  ilie  morning  of  the  I3ih,  and  many 
ot  our  transports  were  ready  lo  leave  for  the  U.  Slates 
as  soon  as  the  norther  was  over.  The  vessel  brings  des- 
paiches  and  lelier  bass  from  every  vessel  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron  then  at  Sacrificios. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  '‘Saltillo,  March  1,  1817. 

‘‘Our  scouts”’ bring  in  word  that  Santa  Anna  has  gone 
for  good,  and  that  his  whole  infantry  have  dispersed. — 
There  is  no  doubt  of  it.  We  shall  not  see  him  again  on 
this  line- 

“To-day  Colonel  Warrent  received  a despatch  from 
the  governor!  informing  him  that  American  commission- 
ers were  now  in  the  city  of  Me.xico,  and  had  written  to 
the  Mexican  consress,  saying  that  they  were  there  to 
make  an  honorable  peace. 

“The  governor  requested  permission  to  return  to  Saltil- 
lo, lo  assist  in  keeping  order,  and  promising  to  comply 
with  any  requisition  made  on  him.” 

*“We  are  informed  that  the  scouts  followed  Santa 
Anna  forty  miles.’’ 

t “Colonel  Warren  is  governor  and  commandant  of 
Saltillo.’’ 

t“Tlie  governor  alluded  to  is  the  Mexican  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mexican  government  lo  administer  the  laws 
within  a prescribed  territory,  in  which  Saltillo  is  situated . 
The  request  was  granted,  and  he  is  now  acting  in  con- 
cert with  Colonel  Warren  to  keep  order  and  prevent 
collisions." 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


GENERAL  TAYLOR  ViCTORIOUS! 

The  Mexican  Army,  led  on  by  Santa  Anna, 

DEgEATED  AT  BuXNA  ViSTA  WITH  GREAT  SLAUGH- 

TER. 

The  anxiety  felt  by  the  whole  community  for  the 
last  twelve  days,  can  hardly  be  said  lo  have  subsided 
in  iatensity  by  the  intelligence  which  has  reached'us 
since  our  last  went  lo  press, — up  to  the  period  we 
have  lo  commence  making  up  this  paper,  and  there- 
fore pen  this  paragraph.  The  uncertainty  whether 
a battle  had  or  had  not  taken  place  between  General 
Taylor  and  Santa  Anna,  was  terminated  on  Tuesday 
by  the  arrival  of  intelligence  confirming  in  substance, 
the  reports  first  received, -with  the  exception  of  ex- 
aggeration in  the  extent  of  the  loss  on  each  side. 

The  bloodiest  battle  of  the  war,  so  far,  was  fought 
on  the  22d  and  23d  February.  General  Taylor  has 
won  laurels  in  the  affair,  which  will  be  the  crowning 
wreath  of  all  he  had  previously  earned.  A consum- 
mate general,  commanding  odds,  was  to  be  opposed. 
His  own  army  composed  mainly  of  volunteers,  a large 
proportion  of  whom,  officers  or  men,  had  never  been 
in  battle.  They  seem  to  a man  to  have  been  worthy 
of  having  such  a commander.  The  Mexicans  thougFi 
defeated,  have  again  proved  themselves  to  be  brave 
soldiers.  We  shall  reserve  room  for  a postscript  lo 
the  last  hour  of  going  lo'press,  in  hopes  of  more  con- 
clusive intelligence  reaching  us — mean  time  furnish- 
ing the  substance  of  all  that  has  arrived. 

Dr.  Turner,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  who  arrived  at 
Matamoros  on  the  9lh  inst.,  from  Monterey,  brought 
the  glorious  intelligence  of  another  brilliant  victory 
over  the  Mexican  army. 

The  scene  of  action  was  at  Buena  Vista,  about  six 
miles  west  of  Saltillo.  The  fighting  commenced  on 
the  22d  of  February,  and  ended  on  the  23d. 

Santa  Anna  retired  to  Agua  Nueva,  a distance  of 
ten  miles,  leaving  four  Ihous-and  killed  and  wounded 
on  the  field.  'I'he  loss  on  our  pari  was  but  seven 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

Santa  Anna’s  army  amounted  to  about  15,000  men. 
That  of  Gen.  Taylor  amounted  to  about  5,000,  near- 
ly ail  volunteers.  His  army  is  composed  of  Wash- 
ington’s, Bragg’s,  and  Thomas’  batteries;  one  squa- 
dron of  the  1st  and  2d  dragoons;  the  Arkansas  and 
Kentucky  cavalry;  a brigade  of  Illinois,  and  one  of 
Indiana  volunteers;  the  first  Mississippi,  and  second 
Kentucky  regiments,  and  one  company  of  Texas  vo- 
lunteers. 

Dr.  T.  brought  a list  of  sixty-tbree  officers  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  official  despatches  of  General  Taylor  have 
been  cut  off'. 

Col.  Morgan’s  regiment  of  Ohio  volunteers  having 
been  reinloi'ced  by  a command  Irom  Monterey,  had 
reached  that  place  in  safety. 

Colonel  Curtis,  of  Oiiio,  with  one  company,  Capt. 
H unler’s  ul  the  U.  S.  dragoons,  his  own  reglmeal, 
and  oae  of  Indiana  voluuleers;lhe  Virginia  regiment, 
and  1 think,  some  Texian  rangers,  in  all  about  20U0 
men,  was  about  lo  leave  Camargo  lo  attack  Gene- 
ral Urrea,  who  is  said  to  ha  about  thirty  miles 
south  of  that  place,  with  an  army  of  from  four 
thousand  to  five  thousand  men,  principally  ranche- 
roi. 


He  it  believed  to  have  with  him  only  1500  regular 
troops.  A great  many,  if  not  all  of  these  rancheros, 
a.s  soon  as  they  hear  of  the  discomfiture  of  Santa 
Anna’s  army  will  disperse,  and  the  gallant  Colonel 
will  no  doubt  obtain  the  victory. 

Of  the  defences  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  I know 
nothing,  but  hare  been  told  that  they  will  make  a 
strong  resistance. 

The  fortifications  at  the  Brazos,  with  a force  of 
artillery,  and  persons  in  the  quarter  master’s  em- 
ploy, which  can  be  raised  as  a garrison,  are  sufiScient 
to  drive  back  a command  of  at  least  2,500  or  3,000 
Mexicans. 

The  works  erected  may  be  technically  termed  a 
continued  line,  enclosed  for  the  quartermaster’s  and 
commissaries  store  in  depot.  The  parapet  is  built  of 
barrels  of  damaged  commissaries  stores,  with  sand 
bags  at  the  front,  thrown  up  against  the  barrels, 
which  form  the  exterior  slope. 

The  armament  of  the  fort  consists  of  four  piesei 
of  artillery,  two  twelve  and  two  six  pounders  in 
barbette,  which  sweeps  the  foot  of  and  crosses  fires 
on  the  level  plane  over  which  the  enemy  would  be 
compelled  to  advance.  They  have  also  about  300 
muskets  to  line  the  parapet.  This  was  thrown  up 
when  an  attack  was  daily  expected. 

We  annex  Santa  Anna’s  account  ofthe  battle  of 
Buena  Vista,  as  translated  for  the  Tampico  Senti- 
nel:— 

Camp  near  Buena  Vista,  Feb.  23d,  1847. 

Excellent  Sir: — After  two  days  of  battle,  in  which 
the  enemy,  with  a force  of  from  8,000  to  9,000  men 
and  26  pieces  of  artillery,  lost  five  of  his  positions, 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  flags. 

I have  determined  to  go  back  to  Agua  Nueva,  to 
provide  myself  with  provisions,  not  having  a single 
hiscuii  or  a grain  of  rice  left.  Thanks  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  enemy  he  has  not  been  com- 
pletely beaten,  but  he  left  on  the  field  about  2,000 
dead. 

Both  armies  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  but  the  tro- 
phies of  war  will  give  you  an  idea  on  which  side  has 
been  the  advantage. 

We  have  struggled  with  hunger  ami  thirst  during 
forty  hours,  and  if  wo  can  provide  ourselves  with 
provisions  we  will  go  again  to  charge  the  enemy. 

The  soldiers  under  my  command  have  done  their 
duty,  and  crowned  the  honor  of  the  Mexican  nation 
with  glory. 

The  enemy  has  seen  that  neither  his  advantageous 
position,  nor  the  nature  of  the  ground,  or  the  state  of 
the  season,  for  it  has  been  raining  during  the  action, 
could  prevent  the  terrific  charge  of  the  bayonet, 
which  left  him  terrified. 

SANTA  ANNA. 

AMERICAN  OFFICERS  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  AT  THE 
BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

Regulars. 

Killed — Captain  Lincoln,  Assistant  Adjutant  Ge- 
neral. 

Wounded — Capt.  E.  Stein,  1st  dragoons,  severely; 
Lieutenant  S.  G.  French,  3d  artillery,  severely; 
Lieut.  J.  J.  P.  O’Brien,  4th  artillery,  slightly. 

Mississippi  Rifles. 

Killed — Lieuts.  R.  S.  Moore  and  F.  McNulty. 

Wounded — Colonel  J.  P.  Davis,  severely;  Captain 
J.  M.  Sharpe,  severely.  Lieutenant  A.  B.  Corwin, 
slightly;  Lieuts.  Posey  and  Stockton,  slightly. 

First  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Killed — Adjutant  Vaughan. 

Wounded — One  Captain  and  three  Lieutenants, 
(no  names  given.) 

Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Killed — Col.  A.  Yell  -and  Capt.  A.  Porter. 

Wounded — Lieut.  S.  A.  Redder. 

Second  Kentucky  Foot  RiJUs. 

Killed — Colonel  McKee  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
H.  Clay  Jr.;  Captain  O.  W.  Morse  and  Capt.  W.  T. 
Willis. 

Wounded — Lieutenants  E.  S.  Barbour,  Withers, 
and  Mosier. 

Indiana  Brigade. 

Wounded — General  Lane. 

Second  Regiment. 

Killed — Captain  Kinder,  Capt.  Walker, and  Lieut. 
Parr. 

Wounded — Capls.  Sanders  and  Osborn;  and  Lieu- 
tenants Cayen,  Pennington,  Morse,  Lewis,  Davis, 
and  Epperson. 

Third  Regiment. 

Killed — Captain  Faggat. 

Wounded — Major  Gorman  and  Capt.  Sleep. 

Illinois  Brigade — First  Regiment. 

Killed— Col.  J.  J.  Hardin,  commanding;  Captain 
Zabnskie  and  Lieut.  Haughton. 

Wounded — Lieutenants  J.  L.  McConnell  and  H. 
Adams. 

Second  Regiment. 

Killed — Captain  Woodward;  Lieutenants  Brunlon, 
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Fletcher,  Ferguson,  Rollins,  Bartbeson,  Athuson, 
and  Price. 

Wounded — Captain  Coffee  and  Captain  Baker, 
Lieutt.  Pickett,  Engleion,  Steel,  and  West,  and  Adj. 
Whiteside. 

Texas  Company- 

Killed — 1st  Lieutenant  Cainpbell,  and  2il  Lieut 
Leonard. , 

Wounded — Capt.  Conner. 

Recapilulation. 

Killed— 3 Colonels,  I Lieut.  Colonel,  9 Captains, 

14  Lieutenants — total  killed  27. 

Wounded — l.Brig,  General,  1 Colonel,  1 Major, 9 
Captains,  29  Lieutenants — total  wounded  37. 

From  the  0.  Delta.  March  23,  12  M. 

ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS. 

On  the  22.1,  Santa  Anna  began  the  battle  by  rari- 
ooa  manoeuvres,  attearipting  to  out-flank  and  terrify 
old  “Rough  and  Ready.”  On  that  day  the  battle  was 
eonfined  to  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  without 
much  effect  on  eitheir  side. 

In  the  nnean  time  Santa  Anna  had  sent  a large 
force  to  Taylor's  rear,  but  our  artillery  opened  upon 
them  with  great  effect,  and  they  were  soon  compell- 
ed to  withdraw. 

On  the  23d  the  battle  commenced  in  real  earnest, 
and  raged  with  great  violence  during  the  whole  day. 
The  Americans  did  not  wait,  the  attack,  but  with 
the  most  daring  impetunsity,  with  loud  huzzas, 
rushed  into  the  battle,  their  ofiBcers  leading  them  gal 
iantly. 

General  Taylor  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
and  received  a ball  through  his  overcoat,  hut  was  nut 
injured. 

Adjutant  Bliss  was  slightly  wounded  at  the  side  of 
Gen.  Taylor.  Adj.  Lincoln  also,  of  the  medical  stall 
and  also  of  the  General’s  staff,  the  intrepid  young 
officer  who  so  distinguished  himself  at  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  was  killed. 

The  battle  of  the  23d  continued  from  early  in  the 
morning  until  about  4 P.  M.,  when  Santa  Anna  with- 
drew from  the  field,  and  retired  to  Agua  Nueva  for 
reinfotcements. 

It  will  ba  remembered  that  Santa  Anna’s  reserve 
eorps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Vasquez,  had  been  de- 
layed in  its  march,  and  has  no  doubt  joined  him  a 
few  days  after  the  battle. 

In  the  meantime  bis  army  is  starring,  and  many  of 
hit  men  arc  deserting. 

Captain  Hunter's  strong  artillery  company  was 
not  in  the  action,  but  had  left  Monterey  to  join  Gen. 
Taylor,  with  sis  cannon,  two  being  8 pounders. 

On  tbe.'7lb  ot  March,  one  of  the  Ohio  regiments 
also  left  Monterey  to  join  General  Taylur.  If  these, 
and  Capt.  Prentiss’s  artillery  arrive  in  time,  the  Ge- 
neral’s heavy  loss  will  be  fully  repaired,  and  be  will 
be  ready  to  meet  Santa  Anna  again. 

Gen.  Taylor,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  still  main- 
tainicg  his  position  undisturbed  by  the  enemy. 

An  e.zchapge  of  prisoners  had  taken  place,  and  old 
“Rough  and  Ready’s”  promise  to  Col.  Marshall,  to 
gel  back  Cassius  M.  Clay,  and  his  party,  by  taking 
enough  Mexican  prisoners  to  exchange  for  them,  has 
been  redeemed. 

General  Wool  greatly  distinguisbed  himself  in  the 
battle,  and  fought  like  a hero. 

After  the  battle  Gen.  Taylor  demanded  of  Santa 
Anna  an  unoondilional  surrender  of  his  whole  army, 
which  the  latter  declined,  but  in  return  requested 
that  Gen.  Taylor  should  surrender  immediately  to 
him.  Immortal  be  the  reply  of  old  “Rough  and  Rea- 
dy,’’ as  delivered  by  the  gallant  Lieut.  Crittenden: — 
“General  Taylor  never  surrenders.” 

Santa  Anna’s  adjutant  general  was  captured  by 
the  Americans,  but  was  afterwards  exchanged. 

Gen.  Taylor  occupied  his  ground  on  the  24th  and 
25th  without  opposition. 

Col.  Morgan,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  with  a small 
force,  cut  his  way  through  large  bodies  of  Mexicans 
and  arrived  at  Marin. 

A detacbmeiil  of  three  companies  under  command 
of  Captatn  Geddings,  was  sent  to  his  relief,  and  the 
whole  party  are  said  to  have  arrived  in  safety  at 
Monterey. 

A train  of  100  wagons,  on  their  way  to  Monterey 
from  Camargo,  under  an  escort  of  thirty  volunteers, 
■was  captured  by  a body  of  Mexican  cavalry,  a few 
miles  beyond  Marin.  Three  of  the  men  made  good 
their  escape — the  rest  were  taken  prisoners. 

A young  lady,  the  daughter  of  an  American  cit|. 
zen,  living  in  Mexico,  and  returning  home  from  New 
Orleans,  where  she  has  been  going  to  school,  was 
taken  with  this  train,  her  father  having  been  killed 
by  the  Mexicans.  She,  however,  had  escaped,  and 
arrived  at  Monterey  in  safety,  where  her  misfortunes 
had  excited  the  most  lively  sympathy.  The  lady’s 
name  is  Miss  Burns. 

Col.  Curtis  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  had  started  on 
bis  expedition  against  Gen.  Urrea,  who  was  at  Alda 


mas,  a village  on  the  Sad  Juan  river,  about  40  miles 
from  Camargo. 

The  Colonel  has  a fine  bedy  of  men,  composed  of 
the  Ohio  regiment,  the  Virginia  volunteers,  and 
Capt.  Hunter’s  company  of  U.  S-  dragoons. 

The  Mexicans  have  possession  of  Seralvo,  Chi- 
na, Mier,  and  all  the  towns  between  Camargo  and 
Monterey. 

Major  Coffee,  paymaster,  will  carry  Gen.  Taylor’s 
despatches  for  Monterey. 

From  the  J\T.  Orleans  Della,  March  24. 

Monteret,  Feb.  25,  1847. 

Eds.  Dell:  I hasten  to  send  you  such  news  as  we 
have,  from  that  old  hero  Rough  and  Ready'.  A Mex- 
ican is  just  in  from  Saltillo,  and  gives  us  theg'lorious 
nriBS  that  General  Taylor  thus  far  has  the  best  of  the 
fight.  The  ball  opened  on  the  22d  instant,  and  the 
fighting  Was  going  on  when  the  Mexican  left  on  the 
23d.  He  also  stales  there  had  been  a great  many 
killed  on  both  sides.  General  Taylor  had  been  re- 
inforced by  the  arrival  of  Captain  Prentiss  and  his 
company  of  ti  e 1st  U.  S.  artillery,  which  took  up 
with  them  four  pieces  of  artillery,  two  of  which 
were  18-pounders.  To-morrow  I think  we  shall  hear 
more  particularly  as  to  the  result.  Santa  Anna  sent 
a large  force  in  General  Taylor’s  rear  to  occupy  the 
pass,  so  as  to  cut  off  his  retreat  should  he  be  forced 
to  this  place,  but  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  them 
as  Gen.  Taylor’s  fire  was  too.  hot. 

A train  of  106  loaded  wagons  (U.  States)  on  their 
way  to  this  place  from  Camargo,  under  an  escoit 
of  thirty  volunteers,  was  captured  by  a parly  of 
cavalry  a few  miles  beyond  Marin — but  three  of  the 
men  made  good  their  escape;  the  remainder,  it  is 
supposed,  have  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy. 

February  26. — An  express  reached  here  this  triorh- 
ing  from  Col.  Morgan,  of  the  2d  regiment  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, (who  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marin,) 
stating  that  his  command  had  been  attacked — a de- 
tachment of  three  conipanies  under  Major  Geddings, 
of  the  lit  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  were  sent  from 
this  place  immediately,  to  reinforce  Col.  M.,  and  no 
doubt  we  shall  hear  a good  report  of  them.  A young 
lady  by  the  name  of  Miss  Burns  has  just  come  in, 
who  was  along  with  the  train  that  had  been  captur- 
ed. Her  report  is  as  follows:  Says  she  was  in  the 
third  wagon  from  the  front;  soon  after  they  had  left 
their  encampment  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  at- 
tack was  made.  She  remained  in  the  wagon  until 
she  saw  her  father  shot,  when  she  ran  to  his  assist-  ' 
anee,  but  on  reaching  him  found  that  he  was  dead. 
One  of  the  attacking  party  fired  at  her,  but  to  no 
purpose.  Seeing  that  her  parent  was  no  more,  and 
also  seeing  that  the  men  were  seeking  shelter  in  the 
chaparral,  she  at  their  request,  endeavored  to  mak^ 
her  escape.  After  running  some  few  hundred  yards 
the  enemy  captured  her,  and  took  her  to  a rancho, 
where  every  attention  was  paid  to  her  by  the  women 
who  were  there.  She  was  sent  in  to-day.  Miss  B. 
reports  forty-two  of  our  men  killed.  Her  father,,  as 
I learn,  is  a resident  of  Saltillo,  and  a man  of  seme 
considerable  properly.  He  was  on  his  return  from 
New  Orleans,  where  he  had  been  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  with  his  daughter,  who  was  there  alsclibol. 
At  this  time  Miss  B.  is  in  Monterey. 

Jil  1 o'clock. — Up  to  this  lime  no  news  from  Geh. 
Taylor,  only  that  he  still  holds  his  position,  with  the 
loss  of  a great  many  men,  but  not  so  many  as  the  en- 
emy. Santa  Anna  has  fallen  back  upon  Agua  Nue- 
va, and  will  renew  the  attack  in  a day  or  two;  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Gen.  Taylor  will  hold 
his  position. 

Four  o'clock. — Glory  enough  for  one  day.  Old 
Rough  and  Ready  has  indeed  met  the  lion,  and  has 
given  him  “blizzard,”  although  at  a dear  cost  to  us. 
Our  loss  is  700  killed  and  wounded.  1 send  you  a 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  ofliaers.  The 
list  to  my  great  sorrow,  commences  with  the  name 
of  that  gallant  oflicer  Capt.  Geo.  Lincoln,  who  was 
breveted  for  his  gallantry  in  the  battles  of  the  8lh 
and  9lh  May,  1846.  Poor  Lincoln!  he  was  killed  by 
a lance,  while  urging  the  men  to  the  bloody  conflict. 
(You  are  better  able  to  write  an  obituary.)  Gen’l. 
'Taylor  met  Santa  Anna  five  miles  in  advance  of  Sal- 
tillo, on  the  San  Lais  road,  at  a hacienda  called  “Bu- 
ena Vista,”  on  the  22d  inst.  (A  strange  day  for  an 
enemy  to  attack  an  American  army,  it  being  Wash- 
ington’s birth-day.)  The  enemy  commenced  the 
battle.  Nothing  was  done  of  any  consequence  on  the 
first  day,  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  ball 
was  opened  in  earnest,  and  with  great  spirit  and  de- 
termination on  our  part;  and  like  a hand  of  brothers 
did  they  stick  to  each  other.  Gen.  Taylor’s  force 
HI  action  was  4000;  the  enemy’s  20,000.  The  slaugh- 
ter was  immense.  The  battle  lasted  until  4 o’clock, 
p.  m.,  of  the  23d.  Gen.  Taylor  occupied  the  ground 
the  24th  and  25ih  without  interruption.  Santa  An- 
na, It  is  said,  has  fallen  back  to  Agua  Nueva,  to 
await  reinlercements,  when  il  is  expected  the  battle 


will  be  renewed.  This  cannot  be  the  case,  for  he 
has  not  provision  to  subsist  them,  and  they  are  in  a 
starving  condition;  and  it  is  said  the  army  is  desert- 
ing and  breaking  up. 

I almost  forgot  to  mention  that  a ball  passed 
through  old  Rough  and  Ready’s  coat,  but  he  was  not 
injured,  however. 

Our  communication  between  this  and  Camargo  has 
been  cut  off. 

I regret  to  say  tliat  Captain  Prentiss’s  company 
did  not  reach  Saltillo  in  time  for  the  fight. 

Yours,  &c.  T. 

Monterey,  Feb.  26,  11  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Eds.  Delta;  We  have  concluded  to  employ  a Mex- 
ican to  carry  the  news  to  Camargo;  $100  has  been 
paid  to  the  man.  The  road  is  not  passable  by  our 
people  only  in  large  bodies.  Major  Coffee  will  leave 
OB  the  28th,  or  sooner  if  a suitable  escort  can  be  pro- 
cured. We  now  see  the  necessity  of  having  a moun- 
ted force  here.  Gen.  Scott  has  stripped  the  army 
this  way  of  almost  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  regu- 
lars, &c. 

One  of  the  Ohio  regiments  go  up  to-morrow  to 
join  General  Taylor,  and  1 wish  we  had  seven  or 
eight  to  send  up.  1 think  then  that  General  Taylor 
could  pursue  Santa  Anna  and  capture  him.  It  now 
proves  the  fact  that  if  the  troops  had  been  left  up 
here,  the  war  might  be  ended.  You,  of  course, 
at  New  Orleans  know  all  that  is  going  on  and  can 
judge. 

Captain  C.  M.  Clay  and  the  other  men  who  were 
captured  a short  lime  since  have  all  been  exchanged. 

1 must  say  that  General  Taylor  demanded  an  un- 
conditional surrender  of  Santa  Anna  and  his  army, 
which  was  declined,  and  in  return  Santa  Anna  made 
the  same  request;  the  reply  of  Lieutenant  Critten- 
den was — “General  Taylor  never  surrenders.” 
General  Wool  has  won  new  laurels — I am  told  he 
acted  handsomely  throughout  the  whole  action. — 
The  officers  all  acted  well,  and  too  much  cannot  be 
said  in  their  favor.  I omitted  to  state  that  we  took 
Santa  Anna’s  adjutant  general,  but  be  is  exchanged. 

Yours,  &c.  T. 

FURTHER  FROM  TAMPICO  AND  THE  BRAZOS. 

From  the  Picayune  Extra,  of  March  23. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  a gentleman  who  arriv- 
ed on  Monday  evening  from  Tampico  we  were  plac- 
ed in  possession  of  El  Saldado  de  la  Palria,  dated 
Q7th  February  at  San  Luis  Polosi.  The.  paper 
opens  with  a sounding  editorial  headed  as  follows: 
“Vivo  la  Republica!  Viva  el  lllustre  General  Santo 
Anna!”  The  article  is  devoted  to  the  praise  of  Gen. 
Santa  Anna,  and  forms  the  introduction  to  the  offici- 
al despatch  from  him,  and  to  several  letters  from 
officers  of  his  army.  We  have  already  given  a trans- 
lation of  this  despatch.  It  was  addressed  to  Ramon 
Adame,  governor  of  the  Stale  of  San  Luis  Potosi. — 
'i'he  editor  then  remarks  that  other  letters  have  been 
received  by  private  citizens  of  San  Luis,  written 
from  Agua  Nueva  on  the  24th  February.  These 
letters  say  that  two  commissioners  had  arrived  there 
from  Gen.  Taylor  demanding  their  surrender;  that 
Santa  Anna  exhibited  to  them  the  state  of  his  army, 
snowing  them  the  enthusiasm  and  decision  that  pre- 
vailed among  the  troops,  who  bad  fallen  back  to  thut 
point  only  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  food;  and, 
finally,  gave  them  as  his  definite  reply,  that  unless 
they  surrendered  at  discretion  he  would  renew  the 
battle  the  following  day  and  continue  it  until  he  had 
completed  their  destruction. 

Then  follows  an  address  ot  the  Governor  of  San 
Luis  to  his  countrymen,  dated  the  27ih,  recapitulat- 
ing Santa  Anna’s  despatch,  and  congratulating  the 
people  upon  the  victory,  of  which,  in  the  most  em- 
phatic language,  all  the  glory  is  attributed  to  Santa 
Anna. 

Next  follews  a private  letter  dated  “the  enemy's 
camp,”  5 P.  M.,  of  the  23d,  in  which  the  writer 
claims  that  they  have  taken  four  positions,  two  stand- 
ards, and  three  pieces.  'J'he  “positions”  he  says 
were  obstinately  defended.  He  thinks  only  four 
prisoners  are  in  their  possession;  all  the  others  taken 
are  dead.  This  letter  was  written  belbre  Santa  Anna 
fell  back  to  Agua  Nueva.  Il  confesses  that  they 
(the  Mexicans)  have  lost  many  officers,  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  men. 

1 he  letter  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Mexican  troops 
are  perishing  of  hunger  and  thirst;  that  they  have  eat- 
en nothing  since  leaving  Incarnation,  save  a slice  of 
roasted  meat  at  La  Vaca.  It  expresses  great  fears 
lest  the  army  should  disband  that  night  on  account  of 
their  deprivations. 

The  same  letter  says  that  Santa  Anna  had  a horse 
killed  by  a grape-shot. 

A postscript  to  the  letter  says:  “After  closing  my 
letter,  the  general- in-chief,  convinced  doubtless  that 
the  army  would  disband  unless  it  obtained  lood  and 
water,  ordered  it  to  move  to  Agua  Nueva,  where 
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there  are  cattle  and  water — water  before  every 
thing.” 

The  postscript  adds  that  they  have  lost  about  a 
thousand  men,  many  general  ofiScers  killed  and 
wounded,  and  among  the  latter  Gen.  Lombard  ini. 

A brief  letter  from  Catoree  is  published,  dated  the 
25lh  ultimo,  in  which  it  is  said  that  an  action  was 
fought  at  Encantada  on  the  24<h,  in  which  General 
Minon,  won  a victory,  taking  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
killing  three  hundred,  and  making  some  prisoners. 

Among  the  Mexicans  killed  on  the  22d  and  23d 
were  Colonel  Francisco  Berra,  the  lieutenant  colo- 
nel of  the  first  light  infantry;  Colonel  Pena,  of  the 
light  cavalry;  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  eleventh 
infantry,  “and  who  knows  how  many  more  have 
met  the  same  fate,”  says  one  letter.  Another  gives 
the  following  additional  names  of  officers:  Pepe 
Oronoz,  Pepe  Bonilla,  the  major  of  the  regiment  of 
Morelia,  Aaonos,  and  Luyando,  major  of  hussars. 

Besides  General  Lombardini,  D.  Angel  Guzman 
and  D.  .Miguel  Gonzalez  are  named  among  the 
wounded. 

MONTEREY. 

from  k COLUMBIA  VOLUNTEER. 

■Monterey,  Mexico,  Feb.  6,  1847. 

My  dear  father:  Sitting  in  the  deserted  halls  of 
the  vanquished  Mexicans,  with  the  tail-board  of  our 
wagon  (or  a table,  1 shall  attempt  to  give  you  a few 
ideas  of  Monterey  and  its  vicinity.  On  the  24th  of 
January,  myself  and  24  others  of  our  company  left 
Camargo  for  Monterey  via  Pontaguda,  Seralvo,  and 
Marine,  as  an  e.scort  to  a train  of  pack  mules,  num- 
bering over  eight  hundred,  loaded  with  provisions 
for  the  army. 

Our  second  day’s  march  brought  us  to  Mier,  a beau- 
tiful little  town  about  25  or  .30  miles  northwest  from 
Camargo.  The  next  day  brought  us  to  Chiterona,  or 
Canales’  watering  place,  a rapid  little  stram,  fresh 
Irura  the  mountains.  There  we  were  detained  one 
day  by  the  rain;  and  it  is  a day  I shall  never  forget. 
While  our  Mexican  mule  driveis  were  out  hunting 
up  their  mules,  they  discovered  a dead  body  and  came 
in  and  reported  it  as  an  American.  Lieutenant 
Cully  made  a detail  of  eight  men  to  bury  the  body. 
Guided  by  the  Mexican  we  started  out,  and  after  a 
little  search  we  came  to  the  place,  and  as  we  ap- 
proached the  body,  a cloud  of  carrion  birds  arose 
from  their  unholy  feast,  filling  the  air  with  their  dis- 
cordant croaks  and  screams,  in  such  a manner  as  to 
make  my  hair  stand  on  end,  and  almost  to  chill  my 
blood.  But  judge  of  my  feelings  when  I discovered 
in  the  murdered  man  an  acquaintance,  Lieut.  Miller, 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Gompany.  He  started  out  a 
few  days  previous,  with  one  Winne,  of  the  same 
company,  (a  brother  of  Winne  who  keeps,  or  did 
keep  the  Neil  house).  We  immediately  made  search 
for  Winne,  but  could  not  find  him;  we  found  where 
no  bad  been  murdered  and  dragged  into  the  Chitero- 
na, and  there  ended  all  trace  of  him.  The  wolves 
*nd  vultures  had  eaten  the  flesh  from  the  body  of 
Lieut.  Miller;  he  had  been  shot  in  tlie  right  breast, 
and  cut  and  beaten  in  the  face,  till  he  could  hardly 
M recognized  by  those  be-t  acquainted  with  him. — 
The  robbers  had  stripped  him  of  every  article  of 
c otbing,  except  his  shirt;  and  that  was  so  torn  and 
bloody  iu  the  affray  it  was  not  worth  taking.  With 
a hoe  we  delved  his  narrow  grave. 

‘‘Slowly  and  sadly  we  laid  him  down — 

We  spoke  not  a word  of  sorrow. 

But  steadfastly  gazed  on  the  face  of  the  dead, 

And  bitterly  thought  of  the  morrow.’’ 

We  heaped  up  the  ground  over  him,  then  cut  and 
dragged  prickly  pear,  which  grows  10  or  15  feet 
high,  and  covered  his  grave  with  an  impenetrable 
barrier  to  wolves  and  the  no  less  humane  robber,  for 
they  would  drag  him  from  his  humble  grave  for  very 
spite.  We  marked  the  place  and  pursued  our  way 
sorrowing,  little  dreaming  that  a greater  tragedy  was 
soon  to  be  enacted  at  the  same  place.  But  an  ex- 
press came  up  last  night,  bringing  intelligence  that 
eight  more  volunteers  had  been  murdered  there. — 
Who  they  were  I could  not  learn,  but  1 fear  they 
were  a part  of  company  F,  of  the  Columbus  Guards, 
for  they  were  about  leaving  Ponlaguida  as  we  came 
through;  but  there  is  no  certainty  who  they  were. — 
Captain  Latham  started  for  this  place  eigtit  days  be- 
fore we  did,  on  a new  route,  and  has  not  arrived. — 
He  sent  an  express  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Irwin  at  Seral- 
vo, a distance  of  some  forty  miles,  for  aid,  slating 
that  he  was  surrounded  and  asking  for  immedi- 
ate succor.  But  there  being  not  troops  enougli  to 
send  them  rebel  and  guard  the  place,  no  help  was 
sent.  But  1 have  since  heard  that  he  mads  a safe 
•scape.  They  had  a part  of  taeir  pack  mules  stolen, 
but  he  seized  upon  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  made 
him  fork  over  the  requisite  number  of  mules;  and  he 
is  now  on  his  “winding  way”  to  this  place. 

February  7,  1847. 

rh«  BUD  rose  clear  and  bright  ibis  morning  over 


the  towering  heights  of  Saddle  mountain — the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Monterey.  The 
air  is  loaded  with  perfume,  most  delicious,  from  the 
thousand  orange  and  lemon  trees  that  fill  the  gardens 
and  groves  that  surround  the  city.  Birds  of  every 
hue  and  song,  fill  the  air  with  notes  of  harmony; 
among  which  are  mocking  birds,  in  thousands,  the 
oriole,  the  whistling  black  bird,  and  others  numerous 
and  to  me  nameless. 

South  of  the  city  there  runs  another  chain  of 
mountains,  divided  by  a pass  only,  a broken  chain  on 
the  west  nearly  surrounding  the  city.  And  such  a 
city!  Guarded  at  every  point  by  fortifications,  both 
of  nature  and  art,  rendering  it  almost  impregnable  to 
an  enemy;  anil  how  it  could  be  taken  by  a force  fight- 
ing against  four  to  one,  1 cannot  tell;  but  so  it  is,  and 
had  not  the  carnage  been  slopped,  full  one  thousand 
more  of  the  Mexicans  would  have  fallen. 

I have  rambled  over  the  city,  visiting  places  of 
note,  among  which  is  the  cathedral,  an  immense  pile 
of  Slone,  towering  up  in  relief  against  the  blue  moun- 
tain side,  carved  work  from  base  to  dome,  gives  it  an 
ancient  and  romantic  appearance,  its  chimes  ringing 
the  lime  each  quarter,  each  half,  and  each  hour, 
both  night  and  day. 

The  next  is  the  Bishop’s  castle,  a magnificent  buil- 
ding, strongly  fortified,  but  now  a heap  of  ruins.  It 
is  situated  about  half  a mile  west  of  town,  on  a hill 
of  perhaps  some  two  hundred  feet  in  height,  guarded 
on  the  west  by  a still  higher  hill;  on  the  east  by  a 
strong  bastion  of  stone,  with  four  port  holes — thus 
commanding  the  city  cn  the  north,  south,  and  east. 
After  climbing  for  half  an  hour  up  the  steep  ascent, 
over  pointed  rocks,  I came  within  a few  rods  of  the 
castle,  and  slopped  to  breathe  a moment.  While 
standing  there,  the  most  melancholy  strains  of  music 
met  my  ear  that  I ever  heard — that  they  came  from 
the  castle  1 was  sure,  and  determined  I was,  to  dis- 
cover the  author.  1 therefore  proceeded  very  cau- 
tiously, till  1 came  into  the  court  of  the  castle,  and 
there,  sitting  with  his  back  towards  me,  playing  upon 
his  guitar,  was  a young  Mexican.  The  air  he  was 
playing  was  “Days  of  Absence,”  and  others  followed 
in  strains  equally  plaintive,  so  soft  and  melancholy  it 
caused  me  almost  to  shed  tears.  Soon  however  tie 
changed  to  the  lively  air  of  “Come  buy  a Broom” — 
and  suiting  the  action  to  the  tune,  he  jumped  up  and 
commenced  a series  of  waltzing — which  would  have 
done  credit  to  a teacher  of  the  art — and  then,  for  the 
first  tioie,  he  discovered  my  presence.  He  ceased 
his  capering  and  music,  and  saluted  me  with  a warm 
good  day,  and  desired  me  to  'pti  tnndi,'  (play  a tune,) 
which  I of  course  declined.  (Of  course  you  know 
why.)  He  accompanied  me  over  the  castle,  show- 
ing and  explaining  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the 
castle  and  il.s  history.  After  climbing  to  the  top  and 
viewing  the  city  to  my  heart’s  content,  I started  for 
the  camp — and  what  1 saw  afterward,  shall  be  the 
subject  for  another  letter.  1 am  well — never  belter 
— fat  as  good  living  c-aii  make  me. 

My  best  love  to  dear  mother,  and  compliments  to 
all  friends,  and  1 am,  as  ever,  yours  aSectionately. 

J.  W. 


THB  BATTLE  OF  BRACITO. 

The  following  account  of  the  battle  of  Bracito, 
(heretofore  known  as  the  battle  of  El  Passo,)  is  from 
the  army  correspondence  of  the  St.  Louis  Union: 
*#**## 

Yesterday  (Christmas  day)  when  we  had  just  ar- 
rived in  camp  here,  with  about  600  men,  had  unsad- 
dled our  animals,  and  most  of  our  men  had  engaged 
in  carrying  wood  and  water,  the  news  was  brought 
into  camp  of  the  enemy  being  in  sight  and  advanc- 
ing. It  was  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  the  day  was 
very  pleasant.  Our  horses  were  grazing  some  dis- 
tance from  the  camp  at  the  time  we  formed  a single 
line  and  determined  to  meet  the  enemy  as  infantry. 
— Their  attack  being  designed  on  the  left  flank,  near 
which  was  our  wagon  train,  our  detachment  was  or- 
dered from  the  extreme  right  to  the  left,  where  we 
soon  look  up  our  position.  One  piece  of  artillery, 
490  regular  lancers  and  cavalry,  and  100  regular  in- 
fantry, besides  some  500  militia  troop.s  from  El  Pas- 
so, composed  the  enemy’s  force,  according  to  the 
best  information  1 can  oDtain  from  reports  of  pri- 
soners and  from  papers  found  among  the  baggage  on 
the  battle  field.  The  enemy  ranged  themselves  on  the 
east  within  a half  a mile  of  our  line,  the  mountains 
in  the  rear,  in  our  rear  was  the  river,  with  a little 
brushwood  on  its  banks. 

Previous  to  the  encounter,  a lieutenant  from  their 
ranks  came  forward,  waving  a black  flag  in  his  hand 
but  hailed  when  within  lUO  steps  of  our  line.  Tho’a 
Caldwell — our  interpreter — rode  out  to  meet  him. — 
The  messenger  wilti  the  black  flag  of  defiance  de- 
manded that  the  cummaoder  should  come  into  their 
camp  and  speak  to  tiieir  general.  The  reply  was, 
“if  your  |;eiieral  wants  to  see  our  commander  let  him 


oome  here.”  “We  shall  break  your  ranks  then,  and 
lake  him  there,”  was  the  retort  of  the  Mexican.— 
‘‘Come  and  take  him,”  said  our  interpreter,  unwit- 
tingly using  the  phrase  of  the  Spartan  at  Ther  nopy- 
I®.  “A  curse  on  you  prepare  for  a charge,”  cried 
the  Mexican,  “we  give  no  quarter,  and  ask  none,” 
and  waving  his  black  flag  gracefully  over  his  head, 
gallopped  back  towards  the  enemy’s  line.  Their 
charge  was  made  by  the  dragoons  from  their  right 
direct  upon  the  left  flank,  bringing  our  detachment 
into  the  closest  fire.  Their  infantry,  with  one  how- 
itzer with  them,  at  the  same  time  allackiug  our  right 
flank. 

Their  charge  was  a handsome  one,  but  was  too 
well — too  coolly  met  to  break  our  line.  After  their 
fire  had  been  spent,  their  front  column  being  at  about 
100  steps  from  the  front  of  our  flank,  our  line  poured 
a volley  into  them,  which,  being  a few  times  repeat- 
ed, made  such  havoc  in  their  columns,  that  their 
forces  wheeled  to  the  left,  retreating  from  our  fire, 
and  in  a flight  made  an  attack  on  the  provision  train. 
— Here  they  met  a very  warm  reception,  and  were 
compelled  to  fly  in  all  directions,  and  in  the  utmost 
confusion.  Their  infantry  having  been  pnl  to  flight, 
the  Howard  company  under  the  command  of  Lieut! 
Wiighl,  taking  advantage  of  the  panic,  charged  upon 
them  and  took  their  cannon  from  them.  T'his  was 
soon  manned  by  the  artillery  detachment,  under 
Lieutenant  Kribben,  in  Colonel  Mitchell’s  escort  — 
pe  enemy  had  by  this  time  fled,  leaving  their  arras 
baggage,  provisions,  and  other  stores  on  the  field  of 
billlle. 

A small  body  of  mounted  men  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Reid,  had  by  this  time  gathered  together  in 
a line  and  charged  upon  the  enemy,  pursuing  them 
into  the  mountains  where  they  sought  refuge. 

The  number  of  the  dead  is  said  to  he  about  30‘ 
that  of  their  wounded  was  slight  as  far  as  can  be  as-’ 
certained.  Had  we  a single  piece  of  cannon  with  us 
they  would  have  lost  more  of  their  men;  but  having 
no  artillery  on  our  side,  we  had  to  act  as  infantrv 
until  we  got  possession  of  the  howitzer  so  gailantlv 
captured  by  ihe  Howard  company. 

We  lost  not  a single  man,  and  had  but  seven  slight- 
ly wounded.  We  took  eight  prisonars,  six  of  whom 
died  last  night.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Bracito 
the  first  battle  of  the  army  of  the  west,  and  as  brave! 
meM  “y  our  u>en  as  ever  men  fought  any  engage- 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  th?re  is  more 
in  store  for  us.  c.  H.  KRIBBEN, 

1st  Lieut.  Mo.  light  artillery, 
Santa  Fe,  Jan.  1st,  1847. 

From  el  Republicano,  February  24. 

The  forwon  war — Having  just  published  the 
communication  in  which  General  Santa  Anna  an- 
nounces that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  hazarding  a 
general  action  between  the  forces  under  hU  com- 
mand and  those  of  Gen’ll’aylor,  it  is  not  possible, 
even  in  the  midst  of  the  painful  circumstances  by 
which  we  are  surrounded,  (on  the  eve  of  the  revo- 
lutionary outbreak  in  the  city  of  Mexico,)  it  is  not 
possible  to  think  of  aught  save  the  immense  conse- 
quences of  the  battle  which  has  in  all  probability  al- 
ready been  fought.  The  conflict  in  which  we  are 
engaged  With  the  United  Stales  of  the  north  cannot 
be  worthily  maintained  unless  the  whole  nation  is 
profound  y convinced  that  its  interests  imperatively 
require  that  it  should  be  prosecuted  with  insuperable 
energy  not  to  be  shaken  by  a reverse,  nor  satisfied 
with  a partial  victory.  Such  is  the  true  point  of 
view  of  the  question  at  this  moment. 

In  the  civilized  world  war  is  not  the  result  of  the 
savage  impulses  of  hatred  and  revenge;  it  is  only  a 
means  of  national  defence— destructive,  to  be  sure 
but  legiUmaie.  Nations  do  not  wage  war  save  tj 
preserve  and  secure  their  rights;  and  hence  it  follows 
that  when  they  have  justice  on  their  side,  they  should 
never  lay  down  their  arras  until  they  have  obtained 
these  important  ends.  In  our  case.  Mexico  is  de 
fending  the  interests  of  her  nationality,  her  territory 
ana  her  race;  resisting  the  invasion  with  which  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  threaten  to  occupy  our 
country,  to  incorporate  us  with  the  American  Union 
and  to  extend  themselves  across  the  continent  We 
therefore  must  regard,  as  our  object  iii  the  war  the 
preservation  of  our  territory  and  the  establishment 
of  relations  which  shall  assure  its  future  security 

Neither  of  these  ends  can  be  obtained  without  a 
prolonged  war.  To  believe  the  contrary,  to  suppose 
that  a single  battle  is  to  decide  the  great  question  is 
to  mistake  the  nature  of  it,  and  to  cherish  errors  fa- 
lal  to  the  republic.  Among  nations  there  are  epochs 
in  which  their  honor  and  their  interest  impose  upon 
them  great  sacnlices,  and  it  then  becomes  a duty  to 
submit  to  them,  whatever  they  may  be. 

Even  should  we  to-day  obtain  a victory,  if  we  ex- 
amine well  the  situation  ol  atialrs,  we  cannot  deceive 
ourselves  with  the  hope  of  an  honorable  peace.  The 
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territory  of  Texas  having  been  incorporated  with 
the  American  Union,  the  Union  will  not  consent  to 
its  dismemberment  unless  it  is  forced  to  it  by  great 
reverses;  and,  anxious  to  acquire  all  the  land  in  the 
north  of  our  republic,  we  have  seen  it  pretending  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  Texas  in  a manner  shame- 
fully iniquitous.  Thus  it  has  claimed  the  line  of  the 
Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  as  the  rightful  boundary  of 
Texas;  and  in  its  last  propositions,  according  to  some 
of  the  papers,  it  proposes  to  occupy  all  the  territory 
comprehended  by  a line  running  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Bravo,  and  follovving  that  parallel  of  latitude  to 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific;  whereby  we  should  lose 
one  half  of  the  republic  and  have  aided  our  danger- 
ous neighbors  in  acquiring  a more  pernicious  prepon- 
derance. And  in  truth  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  will  abate  from  these  ignominious  proposals  so 
long  as  they  do  not  feel  the  full  burden  of  the  war 
and  preserve  the  advantages  which  they  have  gain- 
ed, being  masters  of  a long  line  of  coast,  of  towns, 
cities,  and  states  now  in  their  occupation.  Under 
these  circumstances  a victory  which  should  destroy 
one  division  of  their  army,  or  should  restore  to  us 
some  of  our  cities,  would  not  suffice  to  change  the 
aspect  of  affairs.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  by  pro- 
longing the  war,  the  American  Union  will  be  made 
to  feel  all  the  weight  of  the  expenses  which  it  has 
encountered;  it  will  be  constrained  to  replace  every 
day  its  troops,  and  to  contend  with  difficulties  of  cli- 
mate and  a war  which  will  pervade  every  part  of 
our  republic.  Thus,  then,  the  continuation  of  the 
Vvar  IS  necessary  lor  us,  whether  we  obtain  a victory 
or  whether  Providence  present  to  us  a new  reverse. 

View  It  in  another  light.  It  is  when  a people  are 
struggling  for  their  independence  that  they  display 
the  virtues  which  they  possess,  and  by  their  courage 
vindicate  a just  position  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world.  In  this  manner  the  Spaniards  at  this  day 
rest  their  glory  and  their  respectability  upon  the 
spirit  with  which,  in  their  war  of  independence,  they 
resisted  the  French  invasion;  and  so  we  ourselves 
hold  forth  our  stuggle  for  emancipation  as  our  title 
to  the  inspect  of  other  nations,  because  in  that  strug- 
gle Mexicans  were  neither  intimidated  by  dangers 
nor  disheartened  by  reverses. 

But  in  the  present  campaign  there  has  been  noth- 
ing glorious  for  us.  The  battle  of  Rosaca  was  lost 
by  the  pusillanimity  of  some  regiments,  Matamoros 
was  abandoned  through  fear,  and  the  capitulation  of 
Monterey  covered  us  with  ignominy.  A biltle  gained 
would  not  compensate  us  for  these  losses;  it  would 
not  reinstate  in  public  estimation  our  wounded  hon- 
or; it  would  not  thrust  forth  the  Americans  from  the 
territory  which  they  occupy.  Peace  would  ever  be 
disadvantageous  and  the  re.note  frontiers  of  our  un- 
fortunate country  would  not  fail  of  being  ultimately 
lost  to  us  again,  because  the  North  Americans  would 
ba  emboldened  to  attack  them  with  the  confidence  of 
of  not  encountering  resistance.  Finally,  under  such 
circumstances  a foreign  combination  would  become 
less  difficult  than  ever  for  carrying  out  the  project 
of  a monarchy,  inasmuch  as  all  the  enemies  of 
Mexico  would  lake  advantage  ol  our  weakness  and 
discredit. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  a protracted  and  vigorous 
war  will  be  more  grievous  to  our  enemies  man  to 
ourselves,  and  when  the  day  of  peace  shall  at  last 
arrive,  Mexico  w ill  have  re-established  her  honor 
and  her  Irontier  be  made  secure.  If  we  adopt  any 
other  conclusion  we  can  see  nothing  belore  us  but 
disgrace  and  ruin,  and  therefore  do  we  demand  that 
whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  battle,  which  pro- 
bably has  already  been  fought,  all  Mexicans  should 
agree  that  the  JUst  of  our  necessities  and  the  first  of 
duties  is  war. 

From  the  JV.  0.  Picayune  of  the  24lft  of  March. 

Dr.  Turner,  bearer  of  despatches  Irom  Col.  Cur- 
tis arrived  here  this  morning  at  3 o’clock.  He  em- 
barked at  the  Brazos  in  the  sch.  St.  Paul,  on  14th  inst. 
which  vessel  he  left  fifty  miles  below  the  city  last 
evening,  and  look  passage  in  the  towboat  De  Soto. 
We  learn  from  him  verbally  that  it  is  understood  at 
Cemargo  that  Santa  Anna  has  retired  from  Agua 
Nueva,  in  the  direction  of  Parras,  where  it  is  sup- 
posed he  would  make  a halt.  General  lajlor  still 
maintained  his  position  at  Buena  Vista. 

Dr.  Turner  informs  us  that  the  news  heretofore 
published  of  the  battles  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  way 
be  relied  upon;  that  it  was  brought  from  General 
Taylor’s  camp  to  Monterey  by  Paymaster  CoBee, 
who  was  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, but  who  could  not  get  farther  than  that  place 
with  them. 

The  despatches  were  sent  thence  by  a Mexican, 
who  had  not  got  through  by  the  last  accounts.  The 
news  received  at  Cainargo  was  the  substance  of 
these  despatches,  and  were  brought  by  an  express 
rider,  who  was  nine  days  in  making  the  trip  through 
to  Camargo,  being  compelled  to  make  a circuit  of 


five  hundred  miles,  to  escape  the  Mexican  forces  and 
rancheros  that  swarmed  in  the  valley. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  Col’l.  Curtis  since  he 
left  Camargo.  It  was  thought  that  Gen’l.  Urrea 
would  fly  before  him  as  soon  as  he  ascertained  the 
overwhelming  defeat  of  Santa  Anna. 

Private  letters  had  been  received  at  Saltillo  as  late 
as  to  the  5th  of  March,  at  which  lime  Gen.  Taylor 
was  at  Buena  Vista.  The  following  letter  was  re- 
ceived at  Matamoros  by  a Mexican  merchant  of  that 
place,  from  a Mexican  of  Saltillo.  It  was  dated  on 
the  6th  March,  and  gives  the  only  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  battle  was  fought  that  has  yet 
been  received. 

“At  3 o’clock  on  the  22nd  ult.  the  battle  commen- 
ced at  Buena  Vista,  five  miles  from  Saltillo.  The 
fight  opened  with  artillery,  and  a destructive  cannon- 
ade was  kept  open  until  sunset.  No  decided  advan- 
tage was  obtained  by  either  side — the  loss  on  both 
being  very  great. 

“On  the  23rd  at  10  o’clock,  the  battle  was  again 
renewed  and  kept  up  without  intermission,  until  half 
past  three  in  the  afternoon.  Both  armies  were 
closely  engaged  during  the  whole  lime.  Gen.  Wool 
advanced  with  a strong  detachment  against  the  Mex- 
ican army,  but  was  driven  back  with  immense  loss. 
The  Mexican  cavalry  charged  upon  him  withdrawn 
swords  and  did  great  execution,  .ds  Wool  fell  back 
Gen.  Taylor  advanced  tvith  fresh  troops  and  repelled  the 
Mexicans  with  great  slaughter. 

This  charge  decided  the  battle,  which  was  not 
again  renewed.  The  number  killed  and  wounded 
was  very  great  on  both  sides.  I can  only  estimate 
the  number  by  the  cart  loads  of  wounded  that  have 
entered  this  city  from  both  battle  fields. 

“On  the  24lh  both  armies  hung  ofi‘  without  coming 
to  a general  engagement — each  occupied  in  carrying 
off  the  wounded  and  burying  their  dead. 

“After  the  24th  there  was  no  more  fighting — the 
Mexican  troops  famishing  with  hunger  became  con- 
vinced that  they  could  not  triumph  or  drive  General 
Taylor  from  his  position,  and  retired. 

“As  yet  Santa  Anna  has  only  retired  a short  dis- 
tance, but  1 do  not  entertain  the  belief  that  he  will 
venture  another  engagement. 

“Mexico  has  not  the  means  to  bear  the  burden  of 
the  war — it  is  opposing  poverty  to  abundance — 
weakness  to  strength,  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
best  for  the  two  governments  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions. With  the  power  the  United  Slates  possess,  it 
would  be  dishonorable  in  her  to  force  us  into  tieaties 
advantageous  alone  to  herself,  as  it  would  be  for  us 
to  make  concessions  from  necessity. 

“It  is  reported  that  a train  carrying  provisions  to 
the  American  array  was  attacked  and  captured  at 
Marina,  by  Don  Jose  Urrea,  and  is  yet  in  his  posses- 
sion, with  a quantity  of  private  merchandise,  taken 
at  the  same  time,’’  &c. 

Through  (he  politeness  of  Mr.  Arnold,  who  came 
with  Dr.  Turner,  we  have  received  the  Matamoros 
Flag  of  the  13tb,  also  letters  from  an  esteemed 
correspondent.  Our  letters  confirm  the  list  of  killed 
published  in  another  column,  and  also  the  amount  of 
loss  on  both  sides  heretofore  reported.  The  Mala- 
moros  Flag  publishes  the  letter  from  which  the  above 
extracts  were  made. 

Under  the  head  of  “Latest  Intelligence,”  the  Flag 
stales  that  Gen.  Taylor  was  expected  at  Monterey  on 
the  8ih,  with  the  Kentucky  cavalry,  for  the  purpose 
of  opeuing  the  communication  between  that  place 
and  Camargo. 

“So  It  seems,”  adds  the  Flag,  ‘that  old  Rough  and 
Ready”  nut  only  has  to  whip  their  big  general  in  the 
mountains,  but  has  to  come  down  to  scare  their  lit- 
tle ones  away  from  the  highways,  so  as  to  relieve 
the  lower  country  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Stampede.”  In 
case  he  undertook  the  chastisement  of  Urrea,  he 
would  leave  the  main  body  of  his  army  at  Buena 
Vista. 

A Mexican  physician  residing  in  Camargo,  says 
the  Flag,  has  received  a letter  from  a surgeon  at 
Saltillo,  dated  two  days  after  the  battle,  which  states 
that  Gen.  Taylor  permitted  Santa  Anna  to  have  all 
his  wounded  conveyed  into  Saltillo  and  tendered  him 
surgical  aid  from  his  own  army. 

It  is  reported  in  Matamoros  that  General  Urrea 
had  retreated  toward  the  Tula  Pass,  as  soon  as  he 
understood  that  Colonel  Curtis  was  marching  against 
him. 

it  was  also  said  that  Santa  Anna  was  falling  back 
upon  San  Luis  Potosi;  but  as  we  before  said.  Dr. 
Turner  thinks  he  has  only  retreated  to  Parras. 

A correspondent  of  the  Mobile  Herald  and  Tri- 
bune, gives  the  following  interesting  account  of  the 
adventures  of  Colonel  Alphonse  Dupera,  of  Lou- 
isiana: 

Under  the  instructions  from  Gen’l.  Scott,  Colonel 
Dupera  set  out  from  New  Orleans  to  visit  Vera  Cruz 
and  ibe  surrounding  country,  as  a spy,  and  to  cover 


his  intentions,  proceeded  first  to  Havana,  and  obtain- 
ed a passport  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  a Frenchman — (he 
IS  of  French  descent,  and  speaks  the  tongue  like  a 
Parisian.)  After  arriving  there,  he  penetrated  as  far 
as  Jalapa,  ascertained  the  probable  number  of  men 
that  could  be  thrown  into  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa,the  length  of  time  for  which  it  is  provisioned, 
&c.,  and  the  general  tout  ensen  ble,  the  materiel,  &c. 
that  would  oppose  General  Scott’s  contemplated  at- 
tack. During  his  stay,  he  narrowly  escaped  detec- 
tion, being  suspected  and  subjected  to  several  close 
examinations.  Being  informed  that  the  authorities 
intended  oommiiting  him  to  the  Castle  as  a spy,  ha 
had  barely  time  to  escape  on  board  a French  mer- 
chant barque  lying  at  Sacnficios,  from  which  ha 
was  taken  and  brought  down  by  the  steamer  Fetri- 
ta.  His  escape  was  singularly  providencial.  The 
men  of  the  boat  supposed  him  one  of  the  passengers 
of  the  boat,  and  carried  him  off  under  mistake.— 
They  were  waiting  for  one  of  the  passengers,  and 
being  ordered  authoritatively  in  French  “to  shove 
off,”  obeyed  unhesitatingly.  Again,  the  arrival  of 
the  Petrita  at  Sacrificios  was  purely  accidental,  nor 
should  1 omit  to  slate  that  the  French  barque  had 
been  brought  into  Anton  Lizardo  as  a prize  a (ew 
days  before,  and  had  just  been  let  go.” 

An  officer  for  service  of  this  kind,  deserves  double 
credit,  as  an  ignominious  death  surely  awaits  him  in 
case  of  capture. 

Mexico. — The  editors  of  the  New  Orleans  Della 
bare  received  files  of  Mexican  papers  by  way  of 
Havana. 

All  sorts  of  preparations  to  oppose  the  attack  of 
the  Americans  were  going  on  at  Vera  Cruz,  where 
2,000  men  from  Puebla  were  daily  expected  to  ar- 
rive. General  Morales,  commanderin-chief  of  the 
troops  at  Vera  Cruz,  is  represented  as  very  anxious 
that  the  Americans  should  commence  their  attack 
on  the  city,  as  he  was  confident  that  with  the  forces 
under  his  command  and  the  reinforcements  expect- 
ed, he  would  be  able  to  give  them  a hard  fight. — 
The  Mexicans  were  carefully  watching  all  the 
movements  of  the  American  squadron,  and  nothing 
indicated  the  approaching  of  the  attack,  but  they 
had  reliable  information  that  the  troops  and  several 
vessels  intended  to  operate  in  it,  were  at  Lobos  Is- 
land, where  they  awaited  the  result  of  Don  Alejandro 
Alocha’s  mission,  in  order  to  begin  the  attack  if  the 
proposals  tendered  by  him  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stales  government  were  refused. 

It  was  reported  in  Vera  Cruz  that  a most  fatal 
sickness  had  made  its  appearance  among  the  crews 
of  the  American  vessels,  in  which  we  believe  there 
is  no  truth. 

The  papers  from  the  capital  seem  to  confirm  the 
belief,  that  the  mission  of  Senor  Antocha  was  to 
propose  an  arrangement  by  which  the  line  of  the 
26lh  parallel  should  be  the  boundary  between  Mex- 
ico and  the  United  Stales,  for  which  $20,000,000 
would  be  paid  to  Mexico  and  moreover  the  United 
Slates  would  take  upon  themselves  to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  their  citizeas  amounting  to  about  $11 ,000,- 
000  The  Monitor  says  that,  however  advantageous 
this  offer  may  appear  at  first  sight,  it  is  not  so  in  re- 
ality, for  the  line  of  the  26th  degree  would  cutoff 
the  stales  of  Chihuahua,  Durango,  Cualiuila,  New 
Mexico,  New  Leon,  Tamaulipas,  Texas,  and  both 
the  Californias. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  March  29. 

The  Now  Era  of  last  evening  contains  a letter 
from  Fort  Bent,  dated  on  the  1st  February,  which 
corroborates,  in  all  essential  particulars,  the  news 
heretofore  received  of  an  insurrection  in  Taos  and 
the  murder  of  Governor  Bent  and  many  others. — 
This  tetter  puts  an  end  to  the  hope  entertained  here 
that  the  report  might  have  been  exaggerated  or  un- 
founded. VVe  have  already  published  an  account  of 
the  suppression  of  an  insurrection  at  Santa  Fe,  the 
plot  haring  been  timely  discovered,  and  the  disclo- 
sures made  by  the  prisoners.  But  this  letter  heads 
us  to  suppose  that  there  was  another  popular  eut- 
bresk,aud  that  it  extended  all  over  New  Mexico. 
The  writer  says  that  a “general  insurrection,”  hap- 
pening about  a mouth  after  the  discovery  of  the  first 
aborine  one,  had  taken  place,  end  that  all  the 
Aoiericans  who  could  be  found  were  massacred  and 
their  properly  plundered.  These  represenialio  .s 
make  us  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  from  that 
quarter.  VVe  cannot  believe  that  the  Mexicans 
have  been  able  to  make  much  head  against  our 
troops  in  Santa  Fe,  but  they  may  (if  assisted,  as 
this  letter  stales,  by  the  Pueblo  Indians)  have  been 
able  to  destroy  a vast  amount  of  properly  and  to 
sacrifice  many  lives  in  Iheir  assaults  upon  weaker 
points.  An  express'  from  Santa  Fe,  which  may 
soon  be  expected,  we  suppose,  ought  to  give  us  lull 
particulars  in  regard  to  ibis  insurrection. 
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Bent’s  Fort,  Februart  1,  1847. 

Sir:  By  an  express  from  Santa  Fe,  en  route  for 
Fort  LeaveRworth,  I avail  myself  of  writing  you, 
giving  such  rumors  as  we  are  in  possession  of,  which 
from  corroborating  accounts  from  other  quarters, 
and  from  other  circumstances,  we  believe  well  foun- 
ded, (by  “we”  meaning  all  at  the  Fort.) 

On  the27ih  ult.  a party  of  men  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Brent,  St.  Vrain  & CO.,  arrived  from  the 
Point,  (an  establishment  of  the  company  this  side 
the  mountains,  about  one  days’s  travel  from  Taos,) 
from  whence  they  were  driven  by  the  Mexicans  on 
the  evening  of  the  24Ui.  Thera  was  at  the  place  a 
great  number  of  mutes  and  horses,  beef  cattle  and 
working  oxen,  belonging  to  the  United  States  and 
the  mounted  volunteers,  the  former  of  which  were 
driven  off,  with  2U0  bead  of  the  beef  cattle  on  the 
first  dash. 

As  near  as  I can  learn  as  to  time,  (on  the  21it  of 
January,)  a general  insurrection  broke  out  in  New 
Mexico,  and  all  the  Americans  that  could  be  got 
held  of  were  massacred.  The  affair  was  so  plan- 
ned as  to  have  the  result  simultaneous  at  their  vari- 
ous points  of  concentration.  So  far  as  we  have 
heard,  there  has  been  a general  destruction  of  life 
and  property.  In  Taos,  Charles  Bent.  Stephen  L. 
Lee,  Elliott  Lee,  and  many  other  .4iinericans  whose 
names  have  not  as  yet  transpired,  were  massacred. 
Charles  Town  made  his  escape  from  Taos  on  a mule, 
and  went  to  Turley’s,  eight  miles  above,  which  place 
he  left  aftergiving  the  alarm,  and  has  not  since  been 
beard  of,  and  is  presumed  to  have  been  killed  or  to 
have  perished  in  the  mountains.  A Mr.  Albert,  who 
lived  with  Turley,  and  mads  his  escape  from  there 
states  that  when  he  got  off,  ali  were  killed  (eight,) 
except  Turley  and  an  old  Frenchman — Charles  Or- 
tohus  among  the  slain.  The  Pueblo  Indians  were 
concerned  in  the  massacre.  The  Americans  have 
indiscriminately  been  killed  and  plundered  of  their 
properly.  George  Long  is  the  only  one  I have  heard 
of  who  has  escaped.  Him  they  robbed  of  everything 
he  possessed.  At  first  1 bad  heard  that  Elliott  was 
saved  by  the  priest,  but  yesterday  I saw  a letter  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  he  was  afterwards  killed, 
and  1 am  fearful  that  this  last  account  is  too  true. — 
All  the  Mexicans  who  favored  the  Americans  wore 
likewise  murderad  and  robbed. 

The  express  by  which  I write  left  Santa  Fe  before 
(his  outbreak,  therefore  1 am  ignorant  of  what  look 
place  there.  This  revolt  was  to  have  come  off  on 
Christmas  eve,  but,  through  the  defection  of  one  of 
the  Alcaldes,  the  Americans  were  pul  on  their  guard, 
and,  as  everything  had  remained  quiet  so  long,  con- 
cluded the  affair  had  blown  over.  The  priests  are 
at  the  bottom  of  ail  this  disturbance,  assisted  no 
doubt  by  Armijo,  the  former  governor,  who  run 
away  on  the  approach  of  the  American  forces,  but 
who,  in  my  opinion,  has  not  been  fifty  miles  from 
Santa  Fe  since  our  troops  took  possession  of  it.  His 
right  bower,  Salazar,  has  been  taken  up  on  suspicion 
of  being  concerned  in  the  Christmas  agitation,  and  is 
yet,  for  aught  1 know  to  the  contrary,  under  guard. 

We  apprehend  no  danger  at  this  place,  either 
from  Mexicans  or  Indians.  There  is  one  company 
(Jackson’s)  of  Price’s  regiment  stationed  here  lor 
the  protection  of  public  properly,  besides  about  I5d 
teamsters,  who  are  all  armed,  and  can  concentrate 
on  this  point  in  a few  hours.  At  the  Pueblo,  seventy 
five  miles  above  this,  there  is  a Mormon  company, 
(Brown’s,)  detaclied  from  the  Mormon  regiment  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  competent 
for  the  defence  of  that  place.  Immediately  on  re- 
ceiving the  news  of  the  insurrection,  Capt.  Brown 
despatched  an  express  to  this  place,  reporting  to  the 
quartermaster  the  readiness  of  his  company  for  active 
service,  should  they  be  required.  This  promptness 
speaks  well  for  them  as  soldiers,  whatever  may  be 
■aid  of  them  as  citizens. 

We  havefaad  butlittlesnow  this  winter  atthis point; 
none  to  be  seen  now,  though  between  us  and  Santa 
Fe,  and  below  us  and  te  the  west  of  it  it  is  reported 
very  deep.  From  the  appearance  of  the  mountains 
at  this  distance,  they  must  be  covered  with  an  im- 
mense body,  i'here  has  been  some  intensely  cold 
weather.  The  mercury  has  once  sunk  into  the  bulb, 
which  is  at  seven  degrees  below  zero.  If  our  Itier- 
momeier  had  been  longer,  there  is  no  telluig  how 
much  culder|ii  would  have  been. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 


AT  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  CHARLESTON. 


Tuesday  evening,  March  9,  1847. 

Fellow  citizens:  In  complying  with  the  re- 
quest ol  your  comuiillee  to  auilress  you  on  the  gen- 
eral slate  of  our  affairs,  in  connexion  with  the  led- 
eral  government,  I shuli  restrict  my  remarks  to  the 
subject  of  our  peculiar  domestic  institution,  not  only 


because  it  is  by  far  the  most  important  to  us,  but, 
also,  because  I have  fully  expressed  my  views,  in 
my  place  in  the  senate,  on  the  only  other  important 
subject,  the  Mexican  war. 

I fully  concur  in  the  address  of  your  committee, 
and  the  resolutions  accompanying  it.  The  farts 
stated  are  unquestionable,  and  the  conclusions  irre- 
sistible. 

Indeed,  after  all  that  has  occurred  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  it  would  be  almost  idiotic  to  doubt, 
that  a large  majority  of  both  parties  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  stales,  have  come  to  a fixed  determina- 
tion to  appropriate  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  now  possessed,  or  iiereafter  to  be  acquired, 
to  themselves,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  slave- 
holding states.  Assuming,  then,  that  to  be  beyond 
doubt,  the  grave,  and  to  us,  vital  question  is  present- 
ed for  consideration:  have  they  the  power  to  carry 
this  determination  into  effect? 

It  will  be  proper  to  premise,  before  1 undertake  to 
answer  this  question,  that  it  is  my  intention  to  place 
before  you  the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened 
from  this  determination,  plainly  and  fully,  without 
exagge'-ation  or  extenuation,  and,  also,  the  advan- 
tages wo  have  for  repelling  it,  leaving  it  to  you  to 
determine  what  measures  should  be  adopted  for  that 
purpose. 

I now  return  to  the  question,  and  answer,  Yes, 
they  have  the  power,  as  far  as  mere  numbers  can 
give  it.  They  will  have  a majority  in  the  next  con- 
gress, in  every  department  of  the  federal  govern, 
raent.  The  admission  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  will 
give  them  two  additio;ial  states,  and  a majority  of 
four  in  the  senate,  which  heretofore  has  been  our 
shield  against  this  and  other  dangers  of  the  kind. — 
Wo  are  already  in  a minority  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives and  the  electoral  college;  so  that  with  the 
loss  of  the  senate,  we  shall  be  in  a minority  in  every 
department  of  the  federal  government;  and  ever  must 
continue  so,  if  the  non-slaveholding  states  should 
carry  into  efiect  their  scheme  of  appropriating  to 
their  exclusive  use  ali  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.  But,  fortunately,  under  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment mere  numbers  are  not  the  only  elements  of 
power.  There  are  others,  which  would  give  us  am- 
ple means  of  defending  ourselves  against  the  threat- 
ened danger,  if  we  should  be  true  to  ourselves. 

We  have,  in  the  first  place,  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing the  constitution  on  our  side,  clearly  and  unques- 
tionably, and  in  its  entire  fabric;  so  much  so,  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  instrument  stands  opposed  to  their 
scheme  of  appropriating  the  territories  to  themselves. 
To  makegood  this  assertion,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
remind  you,  that  ours  is  a federal,  and  not  a nation- 
al, or  consolidated  government — a dislinciion  essen- 
tial to  a correct  understanding  of  the  constitution,  and 
our  safety.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  or  over- 
looked. As  a federal  government,  the  states  compos- 
ing the  Union  are  its  constituents,  and  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  it,  in  that  respect,  as  the  individual 
citizens  of  a slate  do  to  its  government.  As  consti- 
tuent members  of  the  Uuion,  all  the  territories  and 
other  property  of  the  Union  belong  to  them,  as  joint 
owners  or  partners,  and  not  to  the  government,  as  is 
erroneously  supposed  by  some.  The  government  is 
but  the  agent  intrusted  with  the  management.  And 
hence  the  constitution  expressly  declares  the  terri- 
tory to  be  the  properly  of  the  United  Slates— that  is 
the  stales  united  or  the  States  of  the  Union,  which 
are  but  synonymous  expressions.  And  hence  also 
congress  has  no  more  right  to  appropriate  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  Slates  to  the  use  of  any  portion 
of  the  stales,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others,  than  it 
has  to  appropriate  the  same  way  the  forts,  or  other 
public  buildings,  or  the  navy,  or  any  other  property, 
of  the  U.  Stales.  That  it  has  such  a right,  no  one 
would  venture  to  assert;  and  yet,  the  one  is  placed 
exactly  on  the  same  ground  with  the  other  by  the 
constitution. 

It  was  on  this  solid  foundation  that  I placed  the 
right  of  the  slaveholding  states  to  a full  and  equal 
participation  in  the  territories  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  opposition  to  the  determination  of  the  non-slave- 
bolding  slates  to  appropriate  them  exclusively  to 
themselves.  It  was  my  intention  to  urge  them  to  a 
vote,  but  I was  uuabie  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  pressure  of  business  during  ttie  last  few 
days  of  the  session.  It  was  fell  by  those  opposed 
to  us,  that,  if  the  foundation  on  which  I placed  my 
resolutions  be  admitted,  the  conclusion  could  not  be 
succesfuilj  assailed;  and  hence  the  bold,  but  unsuc- 
cessful attempt,  to  assail  the  foundation  itself,  by 
contending  that  ours  is  a national  or  consolidated  gov> 
eniment,  in  which  the  slates  would  stand  to  the  Uni- 
on, as  the  counties  do  lo  the  slates,  and  be  equally 
destitute  of  all  political  rights.  Such  a conclusion, 
if  it  could  be  established,  would,  indeed,  place  us  and 
our  peculiar  domestic  institutions,  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Dou-slaveholding slater;  but  fortunately  it  cannot 


be  maintained,  without  subverting  the  very  founda- 
tion of  our  entire  political  system,  denying  the  roost 
incontrovertible  facts  connected  with  the  foundation 
and  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

But,  it  may  he  asked,  what  do  we  gain  by  having 
the  constitution  ever  so  clearly  on  our  side,  when  a 
majority  in  the  non-slaveholding  states  stand  pre- 
pared to  deny  it?  Possibly  such  may  be  the  case: 
still  we  cannot  fail  to  gain  much  by  the  advantage 
it  gives  us.  I speak  from  long  experience.  I have 
never  known  truth,  promptly  advocated  in  the  spirit 
of  truth,  fail  to  succeed  in  the  end.  Already  there 
are  many  highly  enlightened  and  patriotic  citizens 
in  those  states,  who  agree  with  us  on  this  great  and 
vital  point.  The  effects  of  the  discussion  will  not 
improbably  greatly  increase  their  number;  and, 
what  is  of  no  little  importance,  induce  a still  great- 
er number  to  hesitate,  and  abate  somewhat  in  their 
confidence  in  former  opinions,  and  thereby  prepare 
the  way  to  give  full  effect  to  another  advantage 
which  we  possess.  To  understand  what  it  is,  it 
wi  1)  be  necessary  to  explain  what  is  the  motive  and 
object  of  this  crusade,  on  the  part  of  the  non-slave- 
holding states,  against  our  peculiar  domestic  institu- 
tion. 

It  is  clear,  that  it  does  not  originate  in  any  hosti- 
lity of  interests.  The  labor  of  our  slaves  does  not 
conflict  with  the  profit  of  their  capitalists,  or  the 
wages  of  their  operatives;  or  in  any  way  injuriously 
affect  the  prosperity  of  those  states,  either  as  it  re- 
lates lo  their  population  or  wealth.  On  the  contra- 
ry, it  greatly  increases  both.  Its  products  are  those 
which  mainly  stimulate  and  render  their  capital  and 
labor  profitable;  while  our  slaves  lurnish,  at  the 
same  time,  an  extensive  and  profitable  market  for 
what  they  make.  Annihilate  the  products  of  their 
labor — strike  from  the  list  the  three  great  articles, 
which  are  almost  exclusively,  Ihe  products  of  their 
labor — cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and  what  would 
become  of  the  great  shipping,  navigating,  commer- 
cial, and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  non-slave- 
holding stales?  What  of  their  Lowels  and  Wal- 
thams;  their  New  York  and  Boston,  and  other  man- 
ufacturing and  commercial  cities?  What,  lo  «nlarge 
the  question,  would  become  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  the  Union  itself;  its  shipping  and  tonnage, 
Its  immense  revenue,  in  the  disbursements  of  which 
millions  in  those  slates,  directly  or  indirectly,  live 
and  prosper?  Fortunately,  then,  the  crusade  against 
our  domestic  institution  does  not  originate  in  hosti- 
lity of  inlarests.  If  it  did,  the  possibility  of  arrest- 
ing the  threatened  danger,  and  saving  ourselves, 
short  of  a disrupture  of  the  Union,  would  be  al- 
together hopeless;  so  predominant  is  the  regard 
for  interest  in  those  states,  over  all  other  conside- 
rations. 

Nor  does  it  originate  in  any  apprehension,  that  the 
slaveholding  states  would  acquire  an  undue  prepon- 
derance in  the  Un  ion,  unless  restricted  lo  their  pre- 
sent limits.  If  even  a full  share  of  the  territories 
should  fall  to  our  lot,  we  could  never  hope  to  out- 
weigh, by  any  increased  number  of  slaveholding 
stales,  the  great  preponderance  which  their  numbers 
give  to  the  non-slaveholding  states  in  the  house  of 
representatives  and  the  electoral  college.  All  we 
could  hope  for  would  be,  to  preserve  an  equality  in 
the  senate,  or,  at  most,  to  acquire  a preponderance  in 
that  branch  of  the  government. 

But,  if  it  originates  neither  in  the  one  nor  the 
other  of  these,  what  are  the  real  motives  and  objects 
of  their  crusade  against  our  institution?  To  answer 
this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explain  what  are  the  feel- 
ings and  views  of  the  people  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states  in  reference  to  it,  wilh  their  effects  on  their 
party  operations,  especially  in  relation  lo  the  presi- 
deiUial  election. 

They  may,  in  reference  to  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, be  divided  into  four  classes.  Of  these, 
the  abolitionists  proper — the  rabid  fanatics,  who  re- 
gard slavery  as  a sin,  and  thus  regarding  it, -deem  it 
their  highest  duly  lo  destroy  it,  even  should  it  in- 
volve the  destruction  of  the  constitution  and  the 
Union — constitute  one  class.  It  is  a small  one,  not 
probably  exceeding  five  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  those  stales.  'I'hey  voted.  If  1 recollect  correct- 
ly, about  I5,UU0  or  at  most  2U,U00  votes  in  the  last 
test  ol  their  strength  in  tiie  slate  of  New  York,  out 
of  about  4U0,0U0  votes,  which  would  give  about  five 
per  cent.  I heir  strength  in  Itiat  state,  1 would  sup- 
pose, was  fully  equal  lo  their  average  strength  in  the 
rion-slaveholding  states  generally.  Anullisr  class 
consists  of  the  great  body  of  citizens  of  those  stales, 
constituting  at  least  seven-tenths  of  the  whole,  and 
who,  while  they  regard  slavery  as  an  evil,  and  as 
such  are  disposed  to  aid  in  restricting  and  extirpating 
it,  when  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  without  endangering  the  peace  or  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  do  not  regard  it  as  a sin,  to  bo 
pul  down  by  all  and  every  means. 
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Of  the  other  two,  one  is  a small  class,  perhaps  not 
exceeding  five  per  cenl-of  the  whole,  who  view  sla- 
very 03  we  do,  more  as  an  institution,  and  the  only 
one,  by  which  two  races,  so  dissimilar  as  those  in- 
habiting the  slaveholding  states,  can  live  together 
nearly  in  equal  numbers,  in  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  that  its  abolition  would  end  in  the  extirpation 
of  one  or  the  other  race.  If  they  regard  it  as  an 
evil,  it  is  in  the  abstract,  just  as  government,  with  all 
its  burdens,  labor  with  all  its  toils,  punishment,  with 
all  its  inflictions,  and  thousands  of  other  things,  are 
evils,  when  viewed  in  the  abstract,  but  far  otherwise, 
when  viewed  in  the  concrete,  because  they  prevent 
a greater  amount  of  evil  than  what  they  inflict,  as  is 
the  case  of  slavery  as  it  exists  with  us. 

The  remaining  class  is  much  larger,  but  still  rela- 
tively a small  one,  less,  perhaps,  than  twenty  per 
cent  of  the  whole,  but  possessing  great  activity  and 
political  influence  in  proportion  to  its  numbers.  It 
consists  of  the  political  leaders  of  the  respective 
parties,  and  their  partisans  and  followers.  They, 
for  the  most  part,  are  perfectly  indifl'erent  about 
abolilion,  and  are  ready  to  lake  either  side,  for  or 
against,  according  to  the  calculation  of  the  political 
chances;  their  great  and  leading  object  being  to  car- 
ry ttie  elections,  especially  the  presidential,  and  there- 
by receive  the  honors  and  emoluments,  incident  to 
power,  both  in  the  Federal  and  slate  governments. 

Such  are  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  several 
classes  in  the  non-slaveholding  stales,  in  reference 
to  slavery,  as  it  exists  with  us.  It  is  manifest,  on  a 
survey  of  the  whole,  that  the  first  class — that  is,  the 
Abolition  party  proper — is  the  centre  which  has  giv- 
en the  impulse,  that  has  put  in  motion  this  crusade 
againstour  domestic  institution.  It  is  the  only  one 
that  has  any  decidedly  hostile  feelings  in  reference 
to  it.  and  which,  in  opposing  it,  is  actuated  by  any 
strong  desire  to  restrict,  or  destroy  it. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  how  can  so  small  a class 
rally  a large  majority  of  both  parties  in  the  non- slave 
holding  states  to  coma  to  the  determination  they 
have,  in  reference  to  our  domestic  institution^  To 
answer  this  question,  it  is  necessary  to  go  one  step 
further,  and  explain  the  habitual  state  of  parlies  in 
those,  and,  indeed,  in  alosost  all  tbs  states  of  the 
Union. 

There  are  few  of  the  non-slavebolding  states, 
perhaps  not  more  than  two  or  three,  in  which  the 
parties  are  not  so  nicely  balanced,  as  to  make  the 
results  of  elections,  both  slate  and  Federal,  so  doubt- 
ful, as  to  pul  it  in  the  power  of  a small  party,  firmly 
linked  together,  to  turn  the  elections,  by  throwing 
tbeir  weight  into  the  scale  of  the  party,  which  may 
most  favour  its  views;  such  is  the  Abolition  party. 
They  have,  from  the  first,  made  their  views  para- 
mount to  the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  thrown 
their  weight  where  their  views  could  be  best  promo- 
ted. By  pursuing  this  course,  their  influence  was 
soon  felt  in  the  elections,  and,  in  consequence,  to  gain 
them  soon  became  the  object  of  party  courtship,  first 
by  the  whigs;  but  for  the  last  twelve  months,  more 
eagerly  by  the  democrats,  as  if  to  make  up  for  lost 
time.  They  are  now  openly  courted  by  both;  each 
striving  by  their  zeal  to  win  their  favor  by  expres- 
sing their  earnest  desire  to  exclude  what  lliey  call 
slavery  from  all  the  territories  of  the  United  State-s, 
acquired  or  to  be  acquired.  No  doubt  the  Mexican 
War,  and  the  apprehension  of  large  acquisition  ot 
territory  to  the  slave-holding  states,  has  done  much 
to  produce  this  stale  of  things;  but  of  itself  it  would 
have  been  feeble.  The  main  cause  or  motive,  then, 
ef  this  crusade  against  our  domestic  iustitution,  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  all-absorbing  interest,  which 
both  parlies  take,  in  carrying  the  elections,  especial- 
ly the  presidential.  Indeed,  when  we  reflect  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  federal  government,  at  all  times 
great,  is  now  swelled  probably  to  the  rate  of  seventy 
aillion  ol  dollars  annually,  and  lhattha  influence  of 
its  patronage  gives  it  great  sway,  not  only  over  its 
own,  but  over  the  stale  elections,  which  gives  in 
addition  a control  over  a vast  amount  of  patronage, 
and  the  control  of  federal  patronage,  with  all  Us 
emoluments  and  honors,  centre  in  the  president  ol 
the  United  States,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising,  that  both 
parties  should  take  such  absorbing  interest  in  the 
presidential  election,  acting,  as  both  do,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  turning  opponents  out  of  office,  and  bestow- 
ing the  honors  and  emoluments  of  government  on 
their  followers,  as  the  reward  of  parlizan  services. 
In  such  a slate  ol  things,  it  is  not  a matter  for  won- 
der that  a course  of  policy,  so  well  calculated  to 
conciliate  a party  like  the  Abolitionists,  as  that  of 
excluding  slavery  from  the  territories,  should  be  ea- 
gerlj  embraced  by  both  parties,  in  the  non  slave 
holding  stales,  when  by  securing  their  support, 
each  calculates  on  winning  the  rich  and  glittering 
prize  of  the  presidency.  In  this  is  to  be  found  the 
motive  and  onjeetof  the  present  crusade  againstour 
domestic  institution,  on  the  part  of  political  leaders 
and  their  partizans  in  these  slates. 


It  would  be  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  it  is 
the  less  dangerous,  because  it  originates  mainly  in 
mere  party  considerations,  in  connection  with  elec- 
tions. It  will  be  on  that  account  but  the  more  so, 
unless,  indeed,  it  should  be  met  by  iis  with  prompt- 
itude and  unanimity.  The  absorbing,  over  riding 
interest,  felt  by  both  parties  to  carry  the  elections, 
especially  the  presidential,  would  give  such  an  im- 
pulse to  their  efforts  to  conciliate  the  Abolitionists, 
at  our  expense,  if  we  should  look  on  with  apparent 
indifference,  as  would  enlist  in  their  favor  the  large 
portion  of  the  non  slavehcl.ling  states,  estimated  at 
seven  tenths  of  the  whole,  which  are  as  yet  well  af- 
fected towards  us,  and  utterly  dishearten  the  small 
but  intelligent  class,  which,  as  yet,  is  perfectly  sound. 
The  former  would  cenclude,  ia  that  case,  that  we 
ourselves  were  ready  to  yield  and  surrender  our  do- 
mestic institution,  as  indefensible;  and  that  the  non 
slaveholding  states  might  carry  their  determination 
into  full  effect,  without  hazard  to  the  constitution  or 
the  Union,  or  even  disturbing  the  harmony  and  peace 
of  the  country.  Indeed,  such  has  already  been  our 
apparent  indifference,  that  these  opinions  have  been 
expressed,  even  on  the  floor  of  congress.  But,  if  we 
should  act  as  we  ought — if  we,  by  our  promptitude, 
energy,  and  unanimity,  prove  that  we  stand  ready  to 
defend  our  rights,  and  to  maintain  our  perfect  equal- 
ity, as  members  of  the  Union,  be  the  consequences 
what  they  may;  and  that  the  immediate  and  neces- 
sary effect  of  courting  Abolition  votes,  by  either 
party,  would  be  to  lose  ours,  a very  different  result 
would  certainly  follow.  That  large  portion  of  the 
non  slaveholding  slates,  who,  although  they  consider 
slavery  as  an  evil,  are  not  disposed  to  violate  the  con- 
stitution, and  much  less  to  endanger  its  overthrow, 
and  with  it  the  Union  itself,  would  take  sides  with 
us,  against  our  assailants;  while  the  sound  portion, 
who  are  already  with  us,  would  rally  to  the  rescue. 
The  necessary  effect  would  be,  that  the  parly  leaders 
and  their  followers,  who  expect  to  receive  the  presi- 
dential election,  by  the  aid  of  the  Abolitionists,  see- 
ing their  hopes  blasted  by  the  loss  of  our  votes,  would 
drop  their  courtship,  and  leave  the  party,  reduced  to 
insignificance,  with  scorn.  The  end  would  be, 
should  w e act  in  the  manner  indicated,  the  rally  of  a 
new  party  in  tbe  non  slaveholding  states,  more  pow- 
erful than  either  of  lha  old,  who,  on  this  great  ques- 
tion, would  be  faithful  to  all  of  the  compromises  and 
obligation  of  the  constiiution,  and  who  by  uniting  with 
us,  would  pul  a final  slop  to  the  farther  agitation  of 
this  dangerous  question.  Such  would  be  the  certain 
effect  of  meeting,  with  promptitude  and  unanimity, 
the  delerminalion  of  the  non  slaveholding  states  to 
appropriate  all  the  territories  to  their  own  use. — 
That  it  has  not  yet  been  so  met  is  certain;  and  the 
next  question  i.»:  Why  has  it  not  been,  and  what 

is  the  cause  of  this  apparent  indifference  in  reference 
to  a danger  so  menacing,  if  not  promptly  and  united 
ly  met  on  our  part? 

In  answering  this  important  question,  I am  happy 
to  say,  that  1 have  seen  no  reason  to  attribute  this 
want  of  promptitude  and  unanimity  to  any  division 
of  sentiment,  or  real  indifference,  on  the  part  of  lha 
people  of  the  slaveholding  states,  or  their  delegates 
in  congress.  On  the  contrary,  as  far  as  my  observa- 
tion extends,  there  is  not  one  of  their  members  of 
congress,  who  has  given  any  certain  indication  of 
either.  On  the  trying  questions  connected  with  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  the  voles  of  the  inembei's  from  the 
slaveholding  states,  at  the  last  and  present  sessions, 
were  unanimous.  To  explain  what  is  really  the  cause; 

I must  again  recur  to  what  has  already  been  stated, 
the  absorbing  interest  fell  in  the  elections,  especially 
the  presidential,  and  the  controlling  influence  which 
party  leaders  and  their  followers  exercise  over  them. 
I'he  great  struggle  between  the  parlies  is,  which 
shall  succeed  in  electing  its  candidate;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  presidential  election  has  be- 
come the  paramount  question.  All  others  are  held 
luborilinate  to  it  by  the  leaders  and  their  followers.  It 
depends  on  them  to  determine  whether  any  question 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  issue  between  tbe  parties, 
in  the  presidential  contest,  or  whether  it  shall  be 
partially  or  entirely  excluded.  Whether  it  shall  be 
one  or  the  other,  is  decided  entirely  in  reference  to 
its  favorable  or  unfavorable  bearing  on  the  contest, 
without  looking  to  the  higher  considerations  of  its 
effects  on  the  prosperity,  the  institutions,  or  safety 
of  the  country.  Nothing  can  more  strongly  illustrate 
the  truth  of  what  1 have  asserted,  than  the  course 
of  the  parties  in  relation  to  the  question  which  now 
claims  your  attention.  Although  none  can  be  more 
intimately  connected  with  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  union,  it  is  kept  out  of  tbe  issue  between  the 
parties,  because  it  is  seen  that  the  presidential  vote 
of  N.  York,  and  many  others  of  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  will  in  all  probability  depend  on  the  votes  of 
the  abolilionisls;  and  that  the  election  of  tbe  presi- 
dent may  ill  like  manner  depend  bn  the  votes  of  those 
states.  And  hence  the  leaders  in  them  are  tolerated 


by  many  of  the  leaders  and  their  followers  iln  the 
slaveholding  states,  in  openly  canvassing  for  the  vote 
of  the  abolitionists,  by  acting  in  unison  with  them, 
in  reference  to  a question,  on  the  decision  of  which 
the  safety  of  their  own  section,  and  that  of  the  union 
itself  may  depend.  But  while  it  is  seen  that  the 
presidential  election  may  be  secured  by  counting  the 
aboliticn  votes,  it  is  at  the  same  lime  seen,  that  it 
may  be  lost,  if  the  consequence  should  be  the  loss  of 
the  vote  of  the  slaveholding  states:  and  hence  the 
leaders  are  forced  to  attempt  to  secure  the  former 
without  losing  the  latter.  The  game  is  a difficult 
one;  but  as  difficult  as  it  is,  they  do  not  despair  of 
success,  with  the  powerful  instrument,  which  they 
have  under  their  control.  They  have,  in  the  first 
place,  that  of  the  parly  press,  through  which  a 
mighty  influence  is  exerted  over  public  opinion. — 
The  line  of  policy  adopted  is,  for  the  party  press  to 
observe  a profound  silence  on  this  great  aud  Vital 
question;  or,  if  they  speak  at  all,  so  speak,  as  to  give 
a false  direction  to  public  opinion.  Acting  in  con- 
formity to  this  policy,  of  the  two  leading  organs  at 
the  seat  of  government,  one  never  alludes  to  the 
question,  so  that  as  far  as  its  remarks  are  concerned, 
no  one  could  suppose  that  it  was  the  cause  of  the 
least  agitation  or  feeling  in  any  portion  of  the  union. 
The  other,  occasionally  alludes  to  it,  when  it  cannot 
well  avoid  doing  so,  but  only  to  palliate  the  conduct 
of  those  who  assail  us,  by  confounding  them  with  our 
defenders  as  agitators,  and  holding  both  up  equally  to 
public  censure.  It  is  calculated,  by  pursuing  this 
course,  that  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  states 
will  be  kept  quiet  and  in  a stale  of  indifference,  until 
another  and  still  more  powerful  instrument  can  be 
brought  into  play,  by  which  it  is  hoped  that  slave- 
holders and  abolitionists  will  be  coerced  to  join  in 
nominating  and  supporting  the  same  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  1 allude  to  what  is  called  a National 
Convention,  or  caucus,  for  nominating  candidates  lor 
the  presidency  and  vice  presidency.  Already  the 
machinery  has  been  put  in  motion,  in  order  to  coerce 
(he  oldest  and  most  populous  of  the  slaveholding 
states,  and  no  doubt,  will,  in  due  season,  be  put  in 
motion  to  effect  the  same  object  in  ail  of  them. — 
Should  it  succeed — should  part)  machinery  for  pre- 
sident making  prove  strong  enough  to  force  the  slave- 
bolding  states  to  join  in  a convention  to  nominate 
and  support  a candidate  who  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  abolitionists,  they  will  have  communicated  the 
most  suicidal  act  that  a people  ever  perpetrated.  I 
say  acceptable;  for  it  is  clear  that  the  non  slavehold- 
ing states  will  outnumber  in  convention  the  slave- 
holding,  and  that  no  one  who  is  not  acceptable  to 
the  abolitionists  can  receive  their  votes,  and,  of 
ooutse,  the  voles  of  the  stales  where  they  hold  the 
balance;  and  that  no  other  will  be  nominated,  or,  if 
nominated,  be  elected.  And  yet,  there  are  not  a few 
in  tbe  slaveholding  stales,  men  of  standing  and  in- 
fluence, so  blinded  by  party  leeliiigs,  or  the  prospect 
of  personal  gain  or  advancement  by  the  success  of 
their  party,  who  advocate  a step  which  must  prove 
so  fatal  to  their  portion  of  the  union,  under  existing 
circumstances.  Can  party  folly  or  rattier  madness  go 
fartliei? 

As  to  myself,  I have  ever  been  opposed  to  such 
conventiuns:  because  they  are  irresponsible  bodies, 
not  known  to  the  constitution;  and  beeause  they,  in 
effect,  set  aside  the  constitution  with  its  compromises, 
in  reference  to  so  important  a subject  as  the  election 
of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  union.  I hold  it  far 
safer,  and  every  way  preferable,  to  leave  the  election 
where  the  consiilutiun  has  placed  it:  to  the  electoral 
college  to  choose;  and  if  that  fails  to  make  a choice, 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  voting  by  states,  to 
elect  the  president  from  the  three  candidates,  having 
the  highest  voles.  But,  if  I had  no  objection  to  such 
conventions,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  1 would 
regard  the  objection,  as  fatal,  under  the  existing, 
when  all  parties  of  the  nun-slaveholding  states  stand 
united  :<gainst  us,  on  the  most  vital  of  all  questions, 
and  when  to  go  into  one  would  be,  in  effect,  a sur- 
render on  our  part.  As  both  parlies  there  tiave  united 
to  divest  us  ot  our  just  and  equal  rights  in  the  public 
domains,  it  is  time  that  both  parties  with  us  should 
unite  in  resistance  to  so  great  an  outrage.  Let  us 
show,  at  least,  as  much  spirit  in  defending  our  rights 
and  iionor,  as  they  have  evinced  in  assailing  them. 
Let  us,  when  our  safely  is  concerned,  show  at  least 
as  firm  a delerminalion,  and  as  much  unanimity,  as 
they  do,  with  no  other  interest  on  their  part  but  the 
Umporary  one  of  succeeding  in  the  presidential  con- 
test, Henceforward,  let  all  party  distinction  among 
us  cease,  so  lung  as  this  aggression  on  our  rights  and 
honor  shall  continue,  on  the  part  of  the  non-slare- 
holding  states.  Let  us  profit  by  the'  example  of 
the  abolition  parly,  who,  as  small  as  they  are,  hare 
acquired  so  much  influence  by  the  course  they  have 
pursued.  As  they  make  the  destruction  of  our  do- 
mestic institution  the  paramount  question,  so  Jet  us 
make,  on  our  pan,  its  safety  the  paramount  question. 
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Let  us  regard  every  man  as  of  our  party , who  stands  up 
in  its  defence,  and  every  one  as  against  us,  who  does 
not,  until  aggression  ceases.  It  is  thus  and  thus  only 
that  we  can  defend  our  rights,  maintain  our  honor, 
ensure  our  safety,  and  command  respect.  The  op- 
posite course,  which  would  merge  them  in  the  tem- 
porary and  mercenary  party  struggles  of  the.  day, 
would  inevitably  degrade  and  ruin  us. 

If  we  should  prove  true  to  ourselves  and  our  pecu- 
liar domestic  institution,  we  shall  be  great  an<l  pros- 
perous, let  what  will  occur.  There  is  no  portion  of 
the  globe  more  abundant  in  resources — agricultural, 
manufacturing  and  commercial — than  that  possessed 
by  us.  We  count  among  our  productions  the  great 
staples  of  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  with  the 
most  efficient,  well  fed,  well  clad,  and  well  trained 
body  of  laborers  for  their  cultivation.  In  addition  to 
furnishing  abundant  means  for  domestic  exchanges 
among  ourselves,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
building  up  Quurishing  commercial  cities,  they  would 
furnish  ample  resources  for  revenue.  But  far  be  it 
from  us  to  desire  to  be  forced  on  our  own  re- 
sources for  protection.  Our  object  is  to  preserve  the 
union  of  these  stales,  if  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  our  rights,  safely,  and  perfect  equality  with 
other  members  of  the  union.  On  this  we  have, a 
right  to  iosi-'t.  Less  we  cannot  take.  Looking  at  the 
same  time  to  nur  aafely  and  the  preservation  of  the 
union,  1 refgard  it  as  fortunate  that  the  promptitude 
and  unanimity,  on  our  part,  necessary  to  secure  the 
one,  are  equ.iily  so  to  preserve  the  other.  Delay, 
indecision,  and  want  of  union  among  ourselves,  would 
in  all  probability,  in  the  end,  prove  fatal  to  both. — 
The  danger  is  of  a character,  whether  we  regard  our 
safety  or  the  preservation  of  the  union,  which  cannot 
be  safely  tampered  with.  If  not  met  promptly  and 
decidedly,  the  t«o  portions  of  iheunion  will  gradual- 
ly beconie  thoroughly  alienated,  when  no  alternative 
will  be  lelt  to  us,  as  the  weaker  of  the  two,  but  to 
sever  all  political  ties,  or  sink  down  into  abject  sub- 
miesion.  It  is  only  by  taking  an  early  and  decided 
stand,  while  the  political  lies  are  still  strong,  that  a 
rally  of  the  sound  and  patriotic  of  all  portions  of  the 
union  can  be  successfully  made,  to  arrest  so  dire  an 
alternativo. 

Having  now  pointed  out  the  danger  with  which 
we  are  menaced,  and  the  means  by  which  it  may  be 
successfully  met  and  resisted,  it  is  for  you,  and  the 
people  of  the  other  slaveholding  states,  to  determine 
what  shall  be  done,  at  a juncture  so  trying  and  event- 
ful. In  conclusion,  it  is  my  sincere  prayer,  that  the 
Great  Disposer  of  events  may  enlighten  you  and 
them  to  realize  its  full  extent,  and  give  the  wisdom 
to  adopt  the  best  and  most  efficient  course  for  our 
own  security,  and  the  peace  and  preservation  ©f  the. 
union. 

The  New  York  Evtning  Post,  (Administration) 
after  quoting  the  three  paragraphs  near  the  close  o 
Mr.  Calhoun’s  speech  at  Charleston,  which  com- 
mences with  “Henceforward  let  all  parly  distinc- 
tions amongst  us  cease,’’  &c.  and  concluding  with 
the  “rally  ol  the  sound  and  patriotic  portions  of  the 
union”  “to  arrest  so  dire  an  alternative” — remarks; 
“There  is  no  ambiguity  in  this  language.  'I'he  point 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  would  make  the  basis  of  a poli- 
tical parly  is  distinctly  laid  down.  The  citizens  of 
the  slates  in  w hich  slavery  exists  are  earnestly  ex- 
hoiled  to  form  a parly  association,  for  the  purpose  of 
perpetuating  that  institution,  making  its  existence  and 
safety  the  object  to  which  all  other  public  measures 
are  to  be  subordinate.  We  shall  not  on  this  occasion, 
make  any  comments  on  the  worthiness  ol  the  object, 
viewed  either  in  its  moral  aspect,  or  in  the  light  ol 
the  great  principles  of  individual  liberty.  We  mere- 
ly here  remark  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  taking  the  abo- 
litionists as  his  example,  seems  to  have  overlooked 
the  late  which  usually  attends  parlies  formed  to  car- 
ry a single  measure  of  public  policy.  Parties  found- 
ed upon  a single  idea,  with  a view  to  one  object,  to 
the  success  ol  one  measuie,  are  necessarily  lanalical, 
and  except  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  can- 
not expect  the  support  ol  any  large  class  in  the  cona- 
muiiiiy.  It  is  for  this  reason  tbat  the  abolitionists 
are  few  iu  numbers;  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  anti 
masonic  party  had  so  leeble  and  short  an  existence; 
it  18  for  this  reason  that  the  naiivisis  cannot,  with  all 
their  struggles,  enlarge  their  parly,  and  find  them- 
selves growing  weaker  every  day.  They  who  build 
at  Venii,e  do  not  think  of  making  a house  stand  upon 
a single  pile  in  the  middle  of  the  ground  floor;  they 
fill  the  wnolc  space  which  lorms  its  foundation  with 
piles  closely  driven.  To  form  the  basis  of  a great 
parly,  a broad  and  comprehensive  system  of  princi- 
ples and  measures  is  necessary;  on  no  other  can  it 
stand,  or  stand  long.  Mr.  Calhoun  has  taken,  for  the 
foundation  on  which  he  rallies  his  new  parly,  a 
ground  so  narrow  that  we  shall  hardly  expeel  to  see 
it  outnumbering  that  of  the  party  at  the  north  which 
he  has  taken  as  bis  pattern.” 


CORRKtrONDEKCE  RETWEEN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT 
AND  GEN.  TATLOR. 

Hcadtjuarters  Army  nf  Occupation- 
Camp  near  Monterey,  Oct.  26,  1846. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  communication  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  dated  September  22,  as  relates 
to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  array,  I beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  remarks: 

It  would  have  been  impossible  hitherto,  and  is  so 
now,  to  sustain  the  army  to  any  extent  by  forced 
eontribuiions  of  money  or  supplies.  The  country 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Sierra  Madre  is  poor, 
furnishing  only  corn  and  beef.  These  articles  we 
obtain  at  moderate  rates;  but  if  a diflerent  system 
had  been  adopted,  it  is  certain  that  they  would  not 
have  been  procured  at  all  in  sufficient  quantities. — 
The  prompt  payment  in  cash  for  the  few  articles  of 
supply  we  have  drawn  from  the  country  has  neutral- 
ized much  of  the  unfriendly  feeling  with  which  we 
were  regarded,  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  facill- 
lale  our  operations.  The  people  have  it  in  their 
power,  at  any  time,  to  destroy  theircrops,  and  would 
undoubtedly  do  so,  rather  than  see  them  taken  for- 
cibly. Add  to  which  (hey  would  have  no  induce- 
nieiils  to  plant  again.  The  prices  that  have  been 
paid  are  reasonable,  being  in  almost  all  cases  the 
prices  of  the  country. 

Should  the  army,  in  its  future  operations  reach  a 
portion  of  the  country  which  may  be  made  to  supply 
the  troops  with  advantage,  1 shall  not  fail  to  conform 
to  the  wishes  and  instructions  of  the  department  in 
this  particular.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
ob’t  servt,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.  corad’g. 
The  ADJUTANT  GENERAL  of  the  army,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

War  -Department,  Washington,  JVbu.  25,  1846. 
Sir:  You  will  have  perceived  by  roy  despatch  of 
the  13lh  ultimo,  that  the  govei  nment  apprehended  at 
that  tune  that  you  would  be  likely  to  encounter  many 
and  serious  difficulties  in  extending  your  line  of  oper- 
ations as  far  as  San  Luis  Potosi.  These  apprehen- 
sions are  confirmed  by  your  despatch,  of  the  15th 
ultimo,  which  was  received  on  the  20th  instant.  In 
the  belief  that  it  might  not  be  advisable,  unless  cir- 
cumstances favored,  to  push  forward  in  that  direc- 
tion, it  became  more  important  that  operations 
should  be  undertaken  upon  the  gulfcoast.  Incase 
that  It  should  be  decided  not  to  attempt  at  present 
to  take  any  place  beyond  Monterey  or  Saltillo  with 
a view  of  holding  permanent  possession,  it  was 
believed  that  a sufficient  force  would  be  detached 
from  the  troops  now  in  the  field  (with  such  additions 
as  can  be  soon  made)  for  a successful  attack  upon 
the  most  important  points  on  the  coast,  still  leaving 
enough  to  hold  the  positions  you  have  gained  and 
menace  the  enemy  with  a forward  inoveraent. 

% intercepting  my  despatch  of  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber (a  copy  of  which  I herewith  transmit)  and  pro- 
bably through  other  means,  the  enemy  has  already 
become  aware  of  our  intentions  to  operate  in  that 
quarter,  and  undoubtedly  will  be  prepared  to  make 
a vigorous  rcslstaDce.  It  has  become  quite  evident 
that  a larger  force  than  that  indicated  in  my  com- 
munication of  the  13'.h  ultimo,  will  be  required  for 
that  expedition.  I'he  president  having  decided  to 
send  Major  General  Scott  to  the  seat  of  war,  com- 
municated this  determination  to  him  on  the  18th 
instant.  Since  that  time  the  general  has  been  en- 
gaged in  making  preparations  here,  principally  with 
a view  to  military  operations  on  the  shores  of  the 
gulf,  and  left  yesterday  for  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  competence  of  a military  tribunal  to  take 
cognizance  of  such  a case  as  you  have  presented  in 
yeur  communication  of  the  lllh  ultimo,  viz:  the 
murder  of  a Mexican  soldier,  and  other  offences  not 
embraced  in  the  express  provision  of  the  articles  of 
war,  was  deemed  so  questionable  that  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  congress  at  the  last  session  to  bring 
them  expressly  wiihiii  the  jurisdiction  of  such  a tri- 
bunal, but  it  w as  not  acted  on.  1 am  not  prepared  to 
say  that,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  particularly  by  the  non  existence  of  any  ci- 
vil authority  to  which  the  offender  could  be  turn- 
ed over,  a military  court  could  not  rigliKully  act 
thereon;  yet  very  serious  doubts  are  entertained 
upon  that  point,  and  the  government  do  not  advise 
that  course.  It  seriously  regrets  that  such  a fla- 
grant offender  cannot  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner 
he  deserves.  1 see  no  other  course  for  y ou  to  pur- 
sue than  to  release  him  liom  confinement  and  send 
him  away  from  Itie  army,  and  this  is  reeummended. 
It  is  intended  to  iiivile  the  attention  of  congress 
again  to  this  subject  in  or  .er  to  have  provision 
made  for  such  cases,  but  it  cannot  be  so  done  as  to 
operate  cx  post  facto,  and  of  couise  will  not  embrace 
the  case  in  question. 


I refer,  with  reluclrnce,  to  your  remarks  upon 
that  part  of  my  despatch  of  22d  September,  which 
relates  to  the  Tampico  expedition.  As  you  have 
misconceived  the  view's  of  the  governmcrit  and  made 
the  course  pursued  here  the  ground  of  a formal  pro- 
test, it  seems  to  be  proper  that  1 should  notice  your 
animadversions  upon  it.  1 think  you  have  erred  in 
regarding  what  was  put  forth  as  suggestions,  in  the 
light  of  peremptory  commands.  It  was  intended  to 
leave  the  whole  subject,  as  well  as  ihe  organizing  and 
sending  forth  the  expedition,  as  ihe  designation  of 
the  officers  to  command  it,  to  your  approval  and 
final  judgment.  Such  I think  the  fair  import  of  the 
language  used  to  manifest  this  intention.  Consider- 
I ing  the  large  nuniber  of  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande 
' and  on  the  way  there,  it  was  presumed  here,  that  a 
part  of  them  could  be  spared  for  the  Tampico  expe- 
dition, but  you  were  expressly  informed  that  none 
would  be  withdrawn  from  that  line,  if  in  your  opin- 
ion, it  “would  interfere  with  your  operations;”  and 
it  was  not  then  suggested  that  any  should  be  taken 
from  your  advancing  column.  So  in  relation  to  the 
general  officers,  proposed  for  the  command  of  the 
force,  they  were  not  to  be  taken  if  “it  should  inter- 
fere with  your  previous  arrangement  in  regard  to 
these  officers.”  They  were  presented  to  your  con- 
sideration for  that  service,  because  they  were  not 
employed  with  the  column  advancing  into  the  ene- 
my’s country,  but  were  with  the  troops  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  from  which  most  of  the  force  for  the  expe- 
dition, it  was  presumed,  would  be  detached. 

Certainly  no  disrespect  was  intended  towards  you, 
as  commanding  general;  nothing  was  proposed  winch 
could  deprive  you  of  the  means  of  securing  success 
to  your  own  plans  of  operation.  After  a respectful 
consideration  of  your  remarks,  and  a re  examination 
ol  that  part  of  my  despach  which  you  deem  excep- 
tionable, 1 cannot  regard  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
your  just  rights,  or  “a  violation  of  the  integrity  of 
the  chief  coiiimand  in  the  field.” 

Vou  must  be  aware  that  in  my  official  communica- 
tions, 1 am  only  the  medium  ol  presenting  ifee  views 
of  the  presideiil,  and  you  will  nut  question  his  right, 
as  commander  in  chief,  to  make  suggestions  as  to 
movements  of  the  forces  under  your  command,  or  as 
to  the  afficers  to  be  employed  in  these  movements. 
Having,  in  this  instance,  carefully  qualified  hii  sug- 
gestions so  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  regarded 
as  positive  directions  or  command,  and  expressly 
disclaimed  the  intention  of  employing  any  part  of 
the  troops  which,  in  your  opinion,  “would  iiiierfer* 
with  your  operations,”  he  is  entirely  unconscious  of 
having  given  any  just  cause  for  protest  or  com- 
plaint. 

The  reason  offered  for  communicating  directly 
with  General  Patterson,  and  instructing  him  “to 
make  preparations  for  the  njovement,  (the  Tampico 
expedition,)  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  wiihout  distur- 
bing your  present  arrangements  on  the  Rio  Grande,” 
&e.,  was  “to  prevent  delay Tfiis  you  declare  to 
be  inapplicable.  Your  language  is:  “The  reason 

alleged,  viz,  the  loss  of  lime  in  conimunicaliiig  with 
General  Patterson,  lias  no  application,  fur  Uie  sec- 
retary’s despatch  came  from  lual  officer  to  my  hta  i- 
quarters  in  sixty  hours,  and  he  could  not  move  with- 
out drawing  largely  upon  this  column  for  artillery 
and  regular  troops.”  To  vindicate  the  good  lailh 
with  which  this  reason  was  assigned,  1 deem  it  pro- 
per to  apprize  you  that  it  was  not  known  here  that 
General  Patterson  was  at  Camargo,  but  as  he  was 
in  cemmaud  on  the  Rio  Grande,  it  was  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  my  communication  woulo  reach 
him  at  Matamurus,  or  in  that  vicinity;  neither  was 
it  known  at  what  place  in  the  enemy’s  couuuy  my 
despatch  would  reach  you.  'I'he  casualties  of  send- 
ing coniiiiunications  to  and  from  ypu,  alter  you  had 
penetrated  lar  iiilo  it,  were  not  overlooked.  Tlie 
fact  that  the  one  from  this  department  ui  the  2d  of 
September,  having  relation  to  me  'J'ampico  expedi- 
tion, was  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  shuivs  that  it 
w as  not  unreasonable  to  apprehend  delay  from  this 
cause. 

There  were  causes  for  delay  in  the  contemplated 
expedition  other  than  that  suggested  m your  reiiiai  ks 
viz:  the  coiicenliauon  of  troops.  Hy  my  letter  to 
General  Palieisuii,  it  will  be  perceived  ibel  it  was 
here  considered  luipurtaiil  that  lie  should  be  at  once 
engaged  in  acquiring  accurate  mlurmation  as  to  the 
routes,  whether  by  land  or  sea,  and  in  lorvvardiiig 
It  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  the  dcpailmenl. 
'I'he  early  receipt  ol  tins  iuloruialion  was  deemed 
laiporiani  for  the  seasonable  preparation  of  Irans- 
poi  Is,  and  collecting  needlul  supplies,  &c. 

V^  itb  Ihe  disposition  wtiich,  1 am  sure  you  pos- 
sess, to  judge  lairly  on  the  subject,  1 allow  myself 
to  hope  that,  on  refieclioii,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
reason  alleged  fur  a direct  eommuiiicatiofi  with 
Gen.  Patterson  was  not  au  idle  one;  and  perhaps  you 
may  regard  it  as  it  was,  and  still  is,  here  regarded,  as 
of  luificuDl  imporlanee  lojusiily  the  eourse  adopted. 
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In  conclusion,  I assure  you  nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  riewa  of  the  Apartment  than  any 
intention  to  interfere  with,  or'  'derogate  from,  the 
authority  belonging  to  you  by  night  or  usage  as  com- 
manding general;  and  allowioae  to  add,  that  after 
full  consideration  of  the  part  '■  the  despatch  deemed 
by  you  exceptionable,  I am  tmable  to  convince  my- 
self that  either  in  the  manntirsbr  matter,  all  circum- 
stances considered,  it  'furnishes  just  grounds  for 
your  animadversions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.^RG.Y,  secretary  of  war. 

Major  Gen.  Z.  Tatlor,  &c.,  &c. 

War  Department,  Washington,  Nov.  23,  1846. 

Sir:  The  president,  several  days  since,  cominuni- 
cated  in  person  to  you  his  orders  to  repair  to  Mexi- 
co, to  take  command  of  the  forces  there  assembled, 
and  particularly  to  organize  and  set  on  foot  an  expe- 
dition to  operate  on  the  gulf  coast,  if,  on  arriving 
at  the  theatre  of  action,  you  shall  deem  it  to  be 
practicable.  It  ti  not  pi  oposed  to  control  your  oper- 
ations by  definite  and  positive  iastructions,  hut  you 
are  left  to  prosecute  them  as  your  judgment,  under 
a full  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  sl.all  dictate. 
The  work  is  before  you,  and  the  means  provided,  or 
to  be  provided  for  accomplishing  it,  is  committed  to 
you,  in  the  full  confidence  that  you  will  use  them  to 
the  best  advantage. 

The  objects  which  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  have 
been  indicated,  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  have 
the  requisite  force  to  accomplish  them. 

OI  this  you  must  be  the  judge  when  preparations 
are  made,  and  the  time  for  action  has  arrived. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 

Major  General  Winfield  Scott,  eommanding 

the  army,  Washington. 

Headquarters  of  the  army, 

West  Point,  JY.  Y-,  September  12,  1846. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  1 had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  the  27th  of  May  last,  I requested  that  I might 
be  sent  to  lake  the  immediate  command  of  the  prin- 
cipal army  against  Mexico — either  “to  day  or  at  any 
belter  lime  he  (the  president)  may  be  pleased  to  desig- 
nate. 

The  horse  regiments,  (twelve  months’  volunteers,) 
destined  for  that  army,  being,  1 suppose,  now 
within  fifteen  or  twenty  marches  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  the  season  for  consecutive  operations  at  hand,  I 
respectfully  ask  to  remind  the  president  of  that  stan- 
ding request.  I do  this  without  any  hesitation  in 
respect  to  Major  General  Taylor,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  my  presence  at  the  head  of  the  princi- 
pal army  in  the  field,  in  accordance  with  my  rank,  is 
neither  unexpected  nor  undesired  by  that  gallant 
and  distinguished  commander. 

A slight  return  of  chilis  and  fevers  may  detain  me 
here  with  my  family  long  enough  to  receive  your 
reply  to  this  note.  Sho  Id  the  president  yield  to  my 
wishes,  a few  hours  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
would  enable  me  to  make  certain  arrangements,  and 
save  the  necessity  of  a return  to  those  cities  from 
Washington.  I suppose  it  would  be  easy  for  me  to 
reach  the  Rio  Grande  by  the  end  of  this  mouth. 

With  high  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marct,  secretary  of  war. 

War  Department  Washington,  Sep.  14,  1846. 

Sir:  1 have  received  your  letter  of  the  12  instant, 
and  submitted  it  to  the  president.  He  requests  me 
to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  within  the  arrangements 
for  conducting  the  campaign  in  Mexico,  to  super- 
sede General  Taylor  in  his  present  command  by  as 
signing  you  to  it.  W.  L.  MARCY. 

Major  Gen.  W.  Scott. 

[private  and  confidential.] 

JV'fts  York,  JYuv.  25,  1846. 

Mtdear  General.  1 leli  Washingion  Lie  in  the 
day  yesterday,  and  expect  to  embark  for  New  Or- 
leans the  20ih  instant.  By  the  12ih  of  December  1 
may  be'in  that  city,  at  Point  Isabel  the  17th,  and 
Caniargo,  say  the  23d — in  order  to  be  within  eas,y 
corresponding  dislance  from  you.  It  is  not  probable 
that  1 may  be  able  to  visit  Monterey,  and  circum- 
stances may  prevent  your  coming  to  me.  1 shall 
much  regret  not  having  an  early  opportunity  of  f»h- 
citaling  you  in  person  upon  your  many  brilliant 
achievements;  but  we  may  meet  someu  here  in  the 
inlerior  of  Mexico. 

1 am  not  coming,  my  dear  general,  to  supersede 
you  in  the  immediate  command  on  the  line  of  oper- 
ations rendered  illustrious  by  you  and  your  gallant 
army.  My  proposed  theatre  is  difierenl.  You  may 
imagine  it,  and  I wish  very  much  that  it  were  pru- 
dent, at  this  distance,  to  tell  you  ait  that  1 expect  to 


attempt  or  hope  to  execute.  I have  been  admon- 
ished that  despatches  have  been  lost,  and  I have  no 
special  messenger  at  hand.  Your  imagination  will 
be  aided  by  the  letters  of  the  secretary  of  war,  con- 
veyed by  Mr.  Ariristead,  Major  Graham,  and  Mr. 
McLane. 

But,  my  dear  general,  I shall  be  obliged  to  take 
from  you  most  of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  (reg- 
ulars and  volunteers)  whom  you  have  so  long  and 
so  nobly  commanded.  1 am  afraid  that  I shall,  by 
imperious  necessity — the  approach  of  yellow  fever 
on  the  gulf  coast — reduce  you,  for  a time,  to  stand 
on  the  defensive.  This  will  be  infinitely  painful  to 
you,  and  for  that  reason,  distressing  to  me.  But  I 
rely  upon  your  patriotism  to  submit  to  the  tempora- 
ry sacrifice  with  cheerfulness.  No  man  can  belter 
afford  to  do  so.  Recent  victories  place  you  on  that 
high  eminence,  and  1 even  flatter  myself  that  any 
benefit  that  may  result  to  me,  personally,  from  the 
unequal  division  of  troops  alluded  to,  will  lessen  tbs 
pain  of  your  consequent  inactivity. 

You  will  be  aware  of  the  recent  call  for  nine  re- 
giments of  new  volunteers — including  onaof  Texas 
horse.  The  president  may  soor.  ask  for  iijiny  more, 
and  we  are  nut  without  hope  that  congress  may  add 
ten  or  twelve  to  the  regular  establishment.  These 
by  the  spring,  say  April,  may,  by  the  aid  of  large 
bounties,  be  in  the  field — should  Mexico  not  earlier 
propose  terms  of  accommodation;  and  long  before 
the  spring,  (March,)  it  is  probable  you  will  be  again 
in  force  to  resume  oB'ensive  operations. 

I am  writing  at  a late  hour  of  the  night,  and  more 
than  half  sick  of  a cold.  1 may  despatch  another 
note  before  I embark;  but  from  New  Orleans,  Point 
Isabel,  &c.,  you  shall  hear  from  me  officially  and 
fully. 

It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  find  time  to  write 
from  Washington,  as  I much  desired.  I only  receiv- 
ed an  intimation  to  hold  myself  in  preparation  for 
Mexico,  on  the  18lh  instant.  Much  has  been  done 
towards  that  end,  and  more  remains  to  be  executed. 

Your  detailed  report  of  the  operations  at  Monte- 
rey, and  reply  to  the  secretary’s  deipalcb,  by  Lieut. 
Armisiead,  were  both  received  two  days  after  1 was 
instructed  to  proceed  south. 

In  haste,  i remain,  my  dear  general,  yours,  faith- 
fully, WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Major  General  Z Tatlor,  United  Slates  army, 
commanding,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Headquarters  army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  nsar  Monterey,  JVee.  8, 1847. 

Sir — In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  communication 
of  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  October  13,  as  relates 
to  the  reasons  which  induced  the  conveiiiiun  result- 
ing in  the  capitulation  of  Monterey,!  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  remarks: 

The  convention  presents  two  distinct  points.  Firet, 
the  permission  granted  the  Mexican  army  to  retire 
with  their  arms,  &o.  Secondly,  the  temporary  cessa 
tion  of  hostilities  for  the  term  of  eight  weeks.  1 
shall  remark  on  these  in  order. 

The  forces  with  which  I marched  on  Monterey 
was  limited  to  causes  beyond  my  control  to  about 
6,000  men.  With  this  force,  as  every  military  man 
must  admit  who  has  sees  the  ground,  it  was  entirely 
impossible  to  invest  Monterey  so  closely  as  to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  the  garrison.  Alltiougb  the  main 
communication  with  the  interior  was  in  our  posses- 
sion, yet  one  route  was  open  to  the  Mexicans  through- 
out the  operations,  and  could  not  be  closed,  as  were 
also  other  minor  tracks  and  passes  through  the  moun- 
tains. Had  we,  therefore,  insisted  on  more  rigorous 
terms  than  those  granted,  the  result  would  have  oeen 
the  escape  of  the  body  ol  the  Mexican  force,  with 
the  destruction  of  iu  artillery  and  magazines,  our 
only  advantage  being  the  capture  of  a few  prisoners 
of  war  at  the  expense  of  valuable  lives  and  much 
damage  to  the  city.  The  consideration  of  humanity 
was  present  to  my  mind  during  the  conference  which 
led  to  thecoiivention,and  outweighed  in  my  judgment 
the  doubtful  advantages  to  be  gained  by  a resumption 
of  the  attack  upon  the  town.  Tins  conclusion  has 
been  fully  confirmed  by  an  inspection  of  the  enemy’s 
position  since  the  surrender.  It  was  discovered  that 
his  principal  magazine,  containing  an  immense  a- 
mouiii  of  powder  was  in  the  Calhedrai,  co  .ipielely 
exposed  to  our  shells  from  two  directions.  'I'he  ex- 
plosion of  this  mass  of  powder  which,  must  have 
ultimately  resulted  from  the  continuance  of  the 
bombardment,  would  have  been  infinitely  disastrous, 
involving  the  destruction  not  only  of  Mexican  troops, 
but  of  non  combatants  and  even  our  own  people  had 
we  pressed  the  attack. 

In  regard  to  the  temporary  cessation  of  hostilities, 
the  fact  that  we  are  not  at  this  moment,  withki  11 
days  of  the  termination  of  the  period  fixed  by  the 
convention,  prepared  to  move  forward  in  force,  is  a 
sufficient  explaiiaiion  of  the  military  reasons  which 
dictated  this  suspension  of  arms,  it  paralyzed  the 


enemy  during  a period,  when  from  the  want  of  ne- 
cessary means,  we  could  not  possibly  move.  I desire 
distinctly  to  state,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
authorities  to  the  fact,  that  with  all  diligence  in 
breaking  mules  and  setting  up  wagons,  the  first  wa- 
gons, in  addition  to  our  own  original  train  from 
Corpus  Christi,  (and  but  125  in  number)  reached 
my  headquarters  on  the  same  day  with  the  secretary’s 
communication  of  October  13,  viz:  the  2d  inst.  At 
the  date  of  the  surrender  of  Monterey  our  force  had 
not  more  than  ten  days  rations,  and  even  now,  with 
all  our  endeavors,  we  hare  Bot  more  than  twenty 
five.  The  task  of  fighting  and  beating  the  enemy  is 
among  the  least  difficult  that  we  encounter:  the  great 
question  of  supplies  necessarily  controls  all  the  ope- 
rations in  a country  like  this.  At  the  date  of  the 
convention  I could  not,  of  course,  have  foreseen  that 
the  department  would  direct  an  important  detach- 
ment from  my  command  without  consulting  me,  or 
without  wailing  the  result  of  the  main  operations 
under  my  orders. 

I have  touched  the  prominent  military  points  in- 
volved in  the  conv^-ntion  of  Monterey.  There  were 
other  considerations  which  weighed  with  the  com- 
missioners in  framing,  and  with  myself  in  approving, 
the  articles  of  the  convention.  In  the  conference 
wfth  General  Ampudia,  1 was  distinctly  told  by  him 
that  ha  had  invited  it  to  spare  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  and  because  Gen.  Santa  Anna  had  declared 
himself  favorable  to  peace.  1 knew  that  our  govern- 
ment bad  made  propositions  to  that  of  Mexico  to 
negotiate,  and  I deemed  that  the  change  of  govern- 
ment in  that  country  since  my  last  instructions,  fully 
warranted  me  in  entertaining  considerations  of  policy. 
My  grand  motive  in  moving  forward  with  very 
limited  supplies,  had  been  to  increase  the  induce- 
ments of  the  Mexican  government  to  negotiate  for 
peace.  Whatever  may  be  the  actual  views  or  dis- 
position of  the  Mexican  rulers  or  of  General  Santa 
Anna,  it  is  not  unknown  to  the  government  that  1 
had  the  very  best  reason  for  believing  the  statement 
of  Gsn.  Ampudia  to  be  true.  It  was  my  opinion  at 
the  time  of  the  convention,  and  it  has  not  b^a 
changed,  that  the  liberal  treatment  of  the  Mexican 
army,  and  the  suspension  of  arms,  would  exact  none 
but  a favorable  influence  in  our  behalf. 

The  result  of  the  entire  operation  has  been  to 
throw  the  Mexican  army  back  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  to  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  to 
open  the  country  to  us  as  far  as  we  choose  to  pene- 
trate it,  up  to  the  same  point. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  in  this  communication  not 
so  much  to  defend  the  convention  from  the  censure 
which  I deeply  regret  to  find  implied  in  the  secretary’s 
letter  as  to  show  that  it  was  not  adopted  without 
cogent  reasons,  most  of  which  occur  of  thsmselves 
to  the  minds  of  ail  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
condition  of  things  here.  To  that  end  1 beg  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  general  in  chief  and  secretary 
of  war. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  General  U.  S A.  commanding. 
The  tdjt.  gen.  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  army  of  occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey  JVou,  9,  1846. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  lu  report  >hal,  in  oompliaoca 
with  the  inslruclions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  com- 
municated in  his  letter  of  October  13lh,  I have  for- 
mally notified  the  Mexican  general  in  chief  that  the 
temporary  suspension  of  arms  agreed  upon  in  the 
convention  of  Monterey  will  cease  on  the  13th  insl. 
the  date  at  which  the  notice  will  probably  reach  San 
Luis  de  Potosi.  This  notification  was  sent  by  Major 
Graham,  topographical  engineer,  who  left  on  the  6th 
instant. 

You  will  perceive  from  my  “orders"  No.  139, 
what  arrangements  have  bean  made  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  Saltillo  at  the  earliest  moment  by  our  troops. 
W.iether  our  operations  are  pushed  forward  towards 
San  Luis  or  not,  the  occupation  of  Saltillo  is  im- 
portant— politically,  as  the  capital  of  Coahuiia,  and, 
in  a military  view,  as  covering  an  important  region 
from  which  we  may  draw  supplies. 

Brigadier  Gen.  Wool,  with  a portion  of  his  force, 
arrived  at  Monclova  on  the  29th  of  October,  and  it 
DOW  joined  by  the  rear  division.  He  reports  no  prac- 
ticable route  to  Chihuahua,  except  the  one  by  Parras, 
which  will  bring  [him]  within  a few  leagues  of  Sal- 
tillo. He  inquires  what  is  to  ba  gained  by  going  to 
Chihuahua.^  And,  I am  free  to  answer,  nothing  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  excessive  length  of  bis  line 
of  operations.  Chihuahua,  moreover,  is  virtually 
conquered,  and  can  be  occupied  at  any  moment, 
while  we  hold  Saltillo  and  Santa  Fe.  1 shall  instruct 
Gen.  Wool  to  remain  at  Monclova,  where  there  are 
supplies,  until  I can  determine  what  disposition  to 
make  of  his  coiuoui,  which  cannot  be  done  until  1 visit 
Saltillo. 
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I iia>  : '.ik'  1 '.h-  lii'st  :c-i  t ’ • arl's  orguniziiii;  th« 
expcdiiioii  on  I'ampico,  ainl  propose  lo  uccoinp.iny 
it,  for  lh»  purpose  at  least  of  commandins;  a covering 
force.  There  will  be  some  delay  for  the  want  of 
means  of  land  transport. 

The  information  received  since  my  communication 
of  October  15th,  relative  to  the  route  hence  to  San 
Luis,  renders  it  more  than  probable  that  from  the 
want  of  permanent  water  it  will  be  impossible  to 
march  a large  force  from  Saltillo  to  that  city.  I 
bo|M  to  acquire  certain  information  on  this  point  in  a 
few  days. 

At  the  latest  advices  from  the  interior,  the  army 
was  yet  at  San  Luis,  some  12,000  strong.  It  is  re- 
ported, also,  that  Tampico  has  been  entirely  evacuat- 
ed, but  I deem  this  hardly  credible.  Some  rumors 
that  Santa  Anna  had  been  proclaimed  dictator,  hare 
not  been  conlirmed. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servent, 
Z.  TAYLOR. 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Com’g. 

To  the  Adjotamt  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[orders  no.  139.] 

Headquarters,  w9nny  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey  November  8,  1846. 

I.  Under  instructions  from  the  department  of  war, 
the  general  in  chief  of  the  Mexican  lorces  has  been 
duly  notified  that  the  temporary  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties agreed  upon  at  the  convention  of  Monterey,  will 
cease  and  determine  Irom  the  13lh  instant,  after 
which  dale  the  American  forces  will  be  free  to  cross 
the  line  of  demarcation  established  in  said  conven- 
tion. 

II.  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  the  state  of  Coahuila, 
will  be  occupied  by  the  United  Stales  troops.  The 
following  corps  of  the  2d  division  will  form  the 
garrison  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  increased  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require:  Lieutenant  Col.  Duncan's 
battery,  artillery  battalion,  (8  companies),  8tb  in- 
fantry, 5ih  infantry,  and  Captain  RIanebard’s  com- 
pany of  Louisiana  volunteers:  the  whole  to  be  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  General  Worth.  Lieutenant 
Mackall's  battery,  the  7th  inlantry,  and  one  company 
of  the  artillery  battalion  (to  De  selected  by  General 
Worth)  will  remain  in  Monterey  under  couiuiand  of 
Col.  Smith,  regiment  of  mounted  i ideinen. 

III.  The  corps  above  designated  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  Saltillo  will  march  under  General  Wurth  on 
the  12th  inst.  The  commanding  general  will  march 
at  the  same  li.ne,  with  the  iwo  squadrons  of  the  2d 
dragoons  under  Lieut.  Col.  May.  The  troops  will 
take  four  rations  in  their  haversacks.  Rations  oi 
tall  meat  for  ten  days,  of  bread  for  live  days,  and 
small  rations  for  twenty  days  will  be  thrown  lorward 
at  the  same  time. 

IV.  Suitable  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the 
medical  director  fur  the  care  of  the  invalids  neces- 
sarily left  behind  by  the  2d  division.  They  will  be 
sent  forward  to  their  companies  as  rapidly  as  they 
may  recover  health  and  strength. 

V.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  provide 
the  necessary  transportation  lo  carry  out  the  above 
order. 

By  order  of  major  gen.  Taylor: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  assistant  adj  general. 

Official ; R.  S.  Garsiett,  It.  and  Ji.  A.  C. 

Headquarters  army  of  occupation. 

Camp  near  Monterey  Wow.  12,  1846. 

Sir — The  coaimuiucalion  of  me  secretary  of  war 
of  October  22,  with  its  enclosures,  by  the  hands  ol 
major  McLane,  was  received  Ibis  morning.  You 
will  have  seen  by  my  orders  and  my  despatch  of  the 
9th,  what  measures  nave  been  taken  to  conclude  the 
armistice  and  to  occupy  Saltillo.  Being  advised  by 
special  express  from  Maianioros  of  Major  McLane 's 
approach,  I had  postponed  my  intended  departure  this 
day  for  Saltillo  until  his  amval.  As  1 deem  it  still 
iaiportant  to  occupy  that  position,  for  reasons  lo  be 
explained  below,  I shall  march  thither  to-morrow, 
according  to  my  first  intention.  On  my  return — say 
by  the  2Uth  instant — 1 shall  pronauly  be  able  to  in- 
form the  department  more  lully  on  certain  import- 
ant pciiiiti  connected  with  our  operations;  but  1 now 
avail  mysell  ol  ihe  relurn  of  "Major  McLane  to 
Washington,  lo  slate  bi  lefiy  my  views  on  some  ol 
the  topics  embraced  in  the  secretary ’s  cum. nuruca- 
tion. 

Without  active  operations  towards  San  Luis  Po 
losi  from  this  quarter,  1 still  deem  the  occupation  ol 
Saltillo  impel  tanl  lor  three  reasons: 

tirst. — As  a necessary  outpost  ol  the  mam  force  at 
Monterey,  covering  as  it  does  an  important  defile 
which  leads  Hum  Uie  low  country  to  the  table  land, 
and  also  the  route  to  Monclova. 

Secondly.  As  controlling  a region  from  which  we 
may  expect  considerable  supplies  of  breadsiuffs  and 
cattle,  viz:  the  lerule  country  around  Parras:  and 


thirdly,  as  the  espital  of  Coahuila,  which  renders  it 
very  important  in  a political  point  of  view.  1 have 
already  represented  to  the  department  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  a forward  movement  upon  San 
Luis,  and  the  amount  of  force  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  insure  succesr.  Those  reasons  only  apply 
to  the  country  beyond  Saltillo.  1 consider  the  oc- 
cupation of  that  point  as  a necessary  complement  to 
our  operations,  and  lo  the  policy  of  holding  a defen- 
sive line,  as  the  Sierra  Madre,  and  trust  the  depart- 
ment will  concur  with  me  in  this  view. 

As  already  reported,  Brigadier  General  Wool  is 
now  at  Monclova,  having  found  no  practicable  route 
to  Chihuahua,  save  the  well  known  but  very  circui- 
ous  one  by  Parras.  1 fully  agree  with  the  depart- 
ment that  no  coihmensurate  benefit  is  likely  to  result 
from  the  march  on  Chihuahua  of  Gen.  Wool’s  column, 
and  shall  accordingly  direct  him  to  suspend  his  move- 
ment in  that  direction.  The  occupation  of  Saltillo  in 
force  renders  it  still  less  necessary  that  Chihuahua 
thoulu  be  aceupied.  I cannot  yet  determine  specifi- 
eally  what  disposition  to  make  of  General  Wool's 
column.  Meanwhile  I have  directed  him  to  remain 
in  his  present  position  until  further  orders. 

In  regard  to  the  expedition  against  Vera  Cruz,  after 
a good  deal  of  refiection  upon  the  subject,  1 feel 
bound  to  express  my  conviction  that  4,000  men  will 
be  a force  quite  loo  small  for  the  purpose  contem- 
plated. In  my  despatch  of  October  15, 1 slated  25,000 
troops,  of  which  10  000  to  be  regulars,  as  the  least 
force  that  should  make  a descent  in  that  quarter, 
with  a view  of  marching  on  the  capital.  1 now  con- 
sider that  simply  to  invest  and  take  Vera  Cruz,  and 
of  course  hold  the  position,  we  should  have  10,000 
troops,  of  which  4,000,  if  possible,  should  be  regulars. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  a smaller  force,  even  4,000 
might  effect  a landing  and  carry  the  town;  but  could 
they  sustain  themselves,  until  the  oastle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa  should  be  reduced  by  famine?  The  country 
lying  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Mexico  is 
populous,  and  at  least  one  portion  (Puebla),  under- 
stood lo  be  very  loyal.  Would  not  a force  be  brought 
against  us  before  the  castle  could  be  reduced,  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  endanger  our  safely,  cut  off  as  we 
should  be  from  succor.^  When  to  these  considerations, 
we  add  the  uncertainty  of  weather  during  the  winter 
season,  rendering  our  communications  with  the  ficet 
liable  to  interruption,  1 think  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
force  should  be  large  enough,  not  only  to  land  and 
invest  the  town,  but  also  to  hold  itself  secure  against 
any  attack  from  the  interior,  and  for  such  purpose,! 
consider  10,000  men  quite  as  small  a force  as  should 
be  ventured. 

A force  of  10,000  men  cannot  be  spared  from  the 
occupation  of  the  line  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  4.000 
may  diverted  from  that  object;  and  if  to  these  6,n00 
fresh  troops  from  the  United  States  were  added  at 
the  proper  time,  the  expedition  might  be  underlaksa 
with  a promise  of  success.  1 propose,  therefore,  to 
proceed  with  the  preparation  for  a movement  on 
i'ampico,  and  after  accomplishing  everything  that  is 
lo  be  done  in  that  quarter,  I will,  if  the  department 
approve,  hold  4,000  men,  of  which,  perhaps,  3,000 
regulars,  ready  to  embark  at  some  point  on  the  coast, 
and  efl'ect  a junction  with  the  additional  force  from 
the  stales.  The  movement  towards  Tampico  will 
not  produce  any  delay,  if  my  views  are  adopted^  and 
1 consider  it  quite  important  to  occupy  Victoria  and 
the  lower  portion  of  Tamaulipas,  after  securing  pro- 
perly the  line  to  be  held  in  this  quarter. 

1 conceive  it  all  important,  having  in  view  the 
Mexican  character,  that  as  little  should  be  left  to 
accident  as  possible,  and  that  we  should  be  careful, 
as  lar  as^  human  foresigi:t  can  provide,  to  avoid  the 
tiBdilest  liability  to  disaster.  A descent  upon  a hos- 
tile coast,  notoriously  dangerous, and  in  an  iriulement 
season  of  the  year,  is  an  operation  requiring  the  most 
careful  preparations  and  exact  maiiageineiit,  and 
possessing,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
more  or  less  elements  of  failure.  It  seems  the  part 
ol  prudence,  therefore,  to  lake  a sufficient  force  to 
meet  any  contingency  that  may  arise 

Being  pressed  lor  tune,  1 iiave  given  my  views  brief- 
ly, and  perhaps  somewhat  crudely  on  the  most  import- 
ant points  presented  in  the  despatch  of  the  secretary. 
There  are  other  topics  which  will  probably  claim  my 
attention,  but  which  must  be  now  passed  over.  J 
would  only  suggest  that  in  event  of  an  expedition  to 
Vera  Cruz,  the  heavy  ordnance,  engineers,  stores, 
&c.  should  be  shipped  direct  from  the  north.  The 
additional  lorce  Irom  the  Atlantic  seaboard  might 
embark,  say  by  the  10th  of  January. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  array,  commanding. 

The  Adjdt.  Gcn.  ef  the  army,  Washington,  U.  C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  JVbti.  24,  1846. 

Sir:  I reported  brietly  from  Saltillo,  on  the  16th 


instant,  the  oecupati-  of  that  city  by  our  troops. 

A duplicate  of  that  , port  is  transmitted  herewith. 

1 seize  the  first  epphitunity,  after  my  <return  from 
that  place,  to  report  more  in  detail  the  circumstan- 
ces of  its  occupation,;  and  also  16  refer  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Brig.  Genera)  'ool,  and  the  orders  which  1 
have  given  to  that  offices 

While  in  route  to  Saltillo  on  the  4th  inst.,  I was 
met  by  a H hite  flag  conveying  a despatch  from  Gen- 
eral Santa  Anna  in  reply  to  the  notice  given  him 
of  the  cessation  of  the  ermistico.  Copies  of  these 
letters,  and  of  my  final  reply,  are  forwarded  by  thit 
mail.  <1 

On  approaching  the  city  of  Saltillo,  a messenger 
placed  in  my  hands  a documfefit,  herewith. enclosed, 
protesting  in  the  name  of  the  slate  of  Coahuila, 
against  the  occupation  of  the  city.  The  individual 
signing  the  protest  had  been  electad  governor  the 
day  previous,  and  left  the  city  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  we  look  possession.  The  troops  of 
Gen.  Worth’s  division  were  immediately  quartered 
in  the  town,  and  arrangements  were  made  before 

I left  for  procuring  a supply  of  breadstuff  and  forage 
at  reasonable  rates. 

A reconnoissance  was  also  made  of  the  coun- 
try soma  twenty  five  miles  in  front,  and  one  projec- 
ted, to  beexeented  after  my  departure,  of  the  Parras 
route  ai  far  as  Palos — a rich  hacienda  about  35  milee 
from  Saltillo.  1 left  a squadron  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
lo  serve  under  General  Worth’s  orders  uutil  relieved 
by  other  cavalry,  proposing  lo  assign  Lieut.  Kearny’s 
coin[iany  1st.  dragoous  and  a squadron  or  two 
of  the  Kentucky  horse  to  his  division  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  brought  forward.  1 shall  also  reinforce 
nim  by  a volnnleer  force,  probably  a brigade. 

The  division  at  Saltillo  covers  the  direct  route 
from  San  Luis  Potosi.  The  other  route  would  be 
covered  by  a lorce  at  Parras,  which  would  at  the 
same  time  control  the  abundant  supplies  to  be  drawn 
Irom  the  neighboring  country — the  richest  of  the 
north  of  Mexico.  Brig.  Gen.  Wool  being  in  posi- 
tion at  Monclova,  and  it  being  now  fully  ascertained 
that  be  cannot  march  thence  on  Chinuahua,  even 
were  it  desired,  1 have  ordered  hi.a  to  move  on  Par- 
ras. The  stale  of  Coahuila  will  then  hi  completely 
occupied  and  covered,  and  in  case  active  operations 
towards  Hie  interior  should  hereafter  be  determined 
on,  we  shall  be  in  position  lo  march  on  San  Luis,  Za- 
catecas, or  Durango.  Brig.  Gen.  Wool  will  at  once 
abandon  his  communicalious  by  San  Antonio  and 
Lavaca,  and  adopt  that  by  the  Rio  Grande  and  Mon- 
terey. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 
Tim  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  Washington, 

[Translation.] 

Trie  movement  you  are  making  with  the  forces 
under  your  command  leaves  no  doubt  that  your  ob- 
ject  18  lo  invade  this  city,  as  have  been  the  greater 
parts  of  the  towns  of  Coahuila  by  the  troops  which 
have  advanced  to  Monclova.  The  want  of  arms  in 
ibis  state  leaves  me  no  means  to  oppose  force  to 
lorce,  and  will  enable  you  to  occupy  tbis  capital 
without  opposition,  and  compel  me  to  retiro  from  it; 
but  ill  doing  so,  1 ought,  and  1 desire  to  place  upon 
record,  iu  itie  most  authentic  manner,  this  protest, 
which  1 solemnly  make,  in  the  name  of  the  state  of 
Coahuila,  against  the  government  of  Jhe  U.  States  of 
the  north,  for  the  usurpation  of  the  territory  occupi- 
ed by  Iheir  arms^ — for  the  outrages  and  damages 
which  may  accrue  to  the  persons  and  property  of 
tiie  iiiliabitants  ol  these  delenceless  towns — for  the 

II  juries  the  public  interests  may  suffer — and  for  all 
ihc  evils  consequent  upon  the  most  unjustifiable  in- 
vasiuii  ever  known  Ui  the  world. 

God  ami  liberty. 

Ksaltillo,  November  10,  1846. 

JOSE  MARIE  DE  AGUIRRE. 
Major  General  J’aylor,  General-in-ctiief  of  the 

army  of  the  U S. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Oceupalion, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  JVbu.  26,  1846. 

Sir:  I have  to  report  that  1 received  official  iiilor- 
mation  last  evening  of  the  occupation  oi  Tampico 
on  the  14ih  inst.,  by  the  naval  forces  under  Cora. 
Perry.  I had  before  learned  from  the  Mexican  news- 
papers that  the  garrison  had  been  withdrawn  on  the 
27 ih  of  October. 

On  the  requisition  of  Commodore  Perry,  who 
brought  the  first  intelligence  of  the  occupation  to 
Brazos  Santiago,  Major  General  Pattsrson  promptly 
gave  orders  lor  Lieut.  Col.  Belton's  battalion  (6 
companies)  to  proceed  lo  and  garrison  Tampico;  and 
also  took  measures  to  ship  Ibiiher  a sufficient  supply 
of  heavy  ordnance  and  provisions.  These  orders 
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hnVebeen  fully  approved  by  me,  and  I have  directed 
a regi'mftnt  fif  volnnlcers  to  be  added  to  the  garri- 
son, the  whole  lo  be  under  the  command  nf  a briga- 
dier general,  pfobabiy  brigadier  General  Shields, 
who  is  now  here,  and  will  soon  report  to  Major 
General  Patterson. 

1 propose  still  to  throw  forward  a force  as  far  as 
Victoria,  with  the  view  of  examining  the  country, 
and  particnlarly  the  passes  which  lead  from  Linares 
and  other  points  towards  the  interior. 

J shall  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  reply  to  the 
communication  of  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Oc- 
tober 29,  but  arn  obliged  to  postpone  it  for  a day  or 
two. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  Washington, 

D.  C. 

Headquarters  Jirmy  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey , Dec.  8,  1846. 

Sir:  As  I expect  to  march  in  a few  days  for  Vic- 
toria, 1 consider  the  present  a proper  occasion  to  ex- 
plain somewhat  in  detail  the  dispositions  which  have 
been  made,  and  which  are  contemplated  for  the  oc- 
cupation and  defence  of  this  frontier.  With  this 
view  1 enclose  a sketch  exhibiting  the  line  from 
Parras  lo  Tampico,  and  showing  how  a portion  of 
that  line  is  naturally  marked  by  the  chain  of  the 
“Sierra  Madre.” 

It  will  be  seen  at  once,  that  San  Luis  Potosi  is  a 
position  almost  equally  distant  from  the  points  of 
this  line.  This  would  give  a force  at  San  Luis  a 
great  advantage  over  us,  were  it  not  for  the  nature 
of  the  country  and  the  communications;  the  region 
betw  een  San  Luis  and  the  mountains  being  scantily 
supplied  with  water  and  subsistence,  and  the  road 
by  Saltillo  and  iMonterey,  being  the  only  practicable 
route  for  artillery  across  the  mountains.  Without 
artillery  the  Mexicans  troops  are  not  at  all  formi- 
dable, and  1 think  I have  but  little  confidence  in 
themselves.  1 therefore  consider  the  positions  of 
Saltillo  and  Parras,  as  of  prime  importance.  With 
an  intermediate  post  at  Patos,  and  the  means  by  a 
good  road  of  rapidly  uniting  if  necessary,  1 deem  the 
columns  of  Brigadier  Generals  Wool  and  Worth, 
quite  equal  to  hold  that  flank  of  the  line.  1 shall, 
however,  reinforce  the  latter  general,  particularly  in 
cavalry,  and  shall  establish  a reserve  at  this  place  to 
support  the  advanced  positions,  should  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  require  it. 

Brigadier  General  Wool  is  understood  to  be  now 
at  Parras  with  his  column — say  2,400  strong,  with 
six  guns.  Biigadier  General  Worth  has  his  head- 
quarters at  Saltillo — his  command  consisting  of  1,- 
200  regular  troops  with  eight  guns.  I propose  to 
reinforce  him  by  two  regiments  of  volunteer  foot, 
and  a portion  of  the  Kentucky  cavalry.  Lieutenant 
Kearny’s  company  is  all  the  regular  cavalry  force  1 
can  assign  to  him  at  present. 

At  Monterey,  will  be  the  headquarters  of  Major 
General  Butler,  commanding  the  reserve.  Two 
companies  of  artillery,  and  one  of  the  weak  infan- 
try battalions  (4th)  will  compose  the  garrison  of  the 
place.  The  troops  ol  General  Butler’s  proper  divis- 
ion (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Kentucky)  will  be  at  this 
point,  and  in  echelon  on  the  route  hence  toCamargo 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  except  those 
which  may  be  ordered  lo  reinforce  Gen.  Worth,  as 
above  indicated. 

Tampico  is  now  garrisoned  by  eight  strong  com- 
panies ol  artillery,  and  the  Alabama  regiment  of 
volunteers,  say  1,000  efl'eclivcs.  1 consider  this 
force  quite  sufficient  to  hold  the  place,  controlling 
as  we  do,  the  harbor.  Between  Tampico  and  this 
place,  Victoria  offers  itself  at  once  as  an  important 
position  lo  be  held  by  us.  It  is  jhe  capital  of  the 
slate  of  Tamaulipas;  It  is  situated  at  the  debouohe 
of  a pass  through  the  mountains,  asd  it  has  a port. 
Solo  la  Marina,  where  we  shall  probably  be  able  to 
establish  a convenient  depot.  It  also  threatens  tin- 
flank  of  the  Mexican  army,  should  it  advance  from 
San  Luis.  These  considerations  attracted  my  atten- 
tion lo  Victoria,  before  the  surrender  of  'J'ampico; 
but  1 deem  it  more  than  ever  important;  for  I have 
reason  lo  believe  that  a corps  ol  ebservalioti  is  in 
that  quarter  under  the  orders  of  General  Urrea,  ha- 
ving Us  headquarters  perhaps  at  Tula,  and  sending 
forward  advanced  parties  as  far  as  Victoria.  1 have 
therelore  changed  nothing  in  ray  original  purpose 
of  moving  on  \ ictoria,  believing  it  inipoiTant  to  oc- 
cupy that  point,  and  know  ing  that  any  surplus  force 
would  then  be  in  position  for  the  ulterior  views  ol 
the  goveinii.enl,  should  any  further  operations  on 
the  gulf  coast  be  ordered.  Major  Gen.  Patterson 
has  accordingly  been  instructed  to  march  from  Mat- 
amoros  on  Victoria,  with  three  regiments  of  volun- 
teers Irom  his  division,  one  being  the  'Tennessee 


horse.  I propose  to  move  from  this  point,  say  by 
lha  J2th  instant,  with  the  regular  troops  now  here 
under  Brigadier  General  Twiggs,  (except  those  to 
be  left  in  garrison  as  above,)  and  the  regiments  of 
General  Patterson’s  division  under  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Quitman.  At  Monteraorelos,  68  miles  from 
this,  I shall  effect  a junction  with  Riley,  who  is  now 
there,  and  incorporate  with  the  column  the  3rd 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  orders  for  that  place. — 
With  this  augmented  force  I expect  lo  effect  a 
junction  with  Major  General  Patterson  before  Vic- 
toria. 

After  establishing  a depot,  if  it  be  found  practi- 
cable, at  Soto  la  Marina,  examining  the  passes  of 
the  mountains,  and  making  such  dispositions  as  may 
be  found  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  position, 
it  is  my  intention,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  to 
return  with  a portion  of  the  regular  force,  and  es- 
tablish my  headquarters  in  advance  of  Saltillo, 
which  after  all  1 consider  to  be  our  most  important 
point. 

You  will  perceive  that  one  efl'ect  of  the  arrange- 
ments above  indicated  will  be  lo  throw  Maj.  Gen’I. 
Patterson  with  the  troops  of  his  appropriate  division 
(Tennessee,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and 
Georgia)  on  the  left,  and  near  the  coast,  while  Maj. 
General  Butler,  with  bis  division,  occupies  the 
line  of  communication  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
Saltillo. 

Intelligence  received  this  moment  from  Saltillo 
represents  all  quiet  in  front.  We  have  reports  of  a 
revolution  in  Mexico,  embracing  two  or  three 
slates,  and  directed  against  General  Santa  Anna, 
but  the  information  does  not  come  in  authentic 
form. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen’I.  U.  S.  A.  comd’g. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  Washington, 


Headquarters  Jinny  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  Dec.  14,  1846. 

Sir:  1 have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  move- 
ment towards  Victoria  has  commenced.  The  regu- 
lar troops  f except  a portion  of  the  dragoons  to  join 
in  route)  marched  yesterday  under  Brigadier  Gen’I. 
Twiggs:  the  volunteers  under  Brigadier  General 
Quitman  marched  this  morning,!  shall  leave  to-mor- 
row, and  expect  to  overtake  the  columns  at  Monte- 
morelos. 

In  my  communication  of  the  8lh  inst.,  I alluded  to 
the  occupation  of  Tampico,  and  the  force  vybich  I 
considered  sufficient  to  hold  that  place.  I fully  ap- 
proved of  the  first  measures  taken. by  Major  General 
Patterson  to  garrison  Tampico,  and  after  giving  him 
instructions  to  despatch  thither  a regiment  of  volun- 
teers in  addition  to  the  battalion  of  artillery,  was 
not  a little  surprised  to  hear  from  him  that  he  had, 
besides,  ordered  the  Illinois  brigade  by  water,  and 
proposed  going  there  himself  to  assume  the  com- 
mand. This  proceeding  1 considered  not  only 
wholly  unnecessary,  but  as  a direct  and  unwarranta- 
ble interference  with  the  plan  which  1 had  already 
communicated  to  General  Patterson  for  a combined 
movement  upon  Victoria;  for  while  the  Illinois  regi- 
ments were  lo  proceed  by  water  to  a place  where 
their  services  were  not  needed,  the  Tennessee  regi-' 
menl  of  horse  was  to  be  compromitted  by  marching, 
unsupported,  by  infantry,  from  Malamoros  to  Victo- 
ria. By  special  express  I succeeded  in  arresting  this 
fatal  misdirection,  and  1 have  now  hopes  of  concen 
ti  ating  a respectable  force  at  Victoria,  as  first  inten- 
ded. 

1 w ish  my  report  of  interferences  could  stop  here, 
but  another  of  the  gravest  character  has  been 
brought  to  my  notice,  lo  which  1 beg  leave  to  invite 
the  earnest  altenlion  of  the  general-in-chief  and  the 
department  of  war.  In  an  official  letter,  addressed 
under  date  of  November  20th,  lo  the  commanding 
ofiicer  at  Point  Isabel,  Commodore  Perry  of  the  navy, 
writes  thus: 

“Since  1 wrote  you  by  Lieut.  Anderson,!  have  vis 
iled  New  Orleans,  conlerred  w ilh  Governor  John- 
son and  Generals  Jessup  and  Brooke,  all  of  whom 
Unite  with  me  in  placing  great  importance  upon  the 
immediate  possession,  by  a military  garrison,  of 
Tampico. 

“1  have  on  board  this  ship  eight  pieces  of  artillery 
with  all  the  requisite  appurtenances  and  munitions, 
borrowed  from  the  Slate  Arsenal  of  Louisiana,  by 
Gen.  Brooke.  Also,  Lieut.  Crittenden,  with  forty- 
five  infantry  (recruits.)  General  Brooke  assures 
me  that  lour  hundred  mounted  riflemen,  hourly  ex- 
pected at  New  Orleans,  will  be  immediately  des- 
P'olched  in  the  steamer  “Massachusetts,”  so  soon  as 
they  arrive;  but  I fear  there  will  be  difficulty  in  lan- 
ding the  horses  on  account  ol  the  roughness  of  the 
sea  at  the  bar  of  Tampico,” 


It  is  hard'y  necessary  to  make  any  comment  upon 
the  above.  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  officers  at  a distance,  totally  ignorant  of  my 
views  and  incurring  no  responsibility  for  the  failuro 
of  operations,  a large  and  efficient  corps  of  cavalry 
upon  which  1 had  reckoned  for  important  service  in 
the  interior,  has  been  intercepted  without  authority, 
and  sent  where  it  is  not  needed  and  where  it  may 
lose  many  of  its  horses.  Had  the  mounted  rifleman 
been  sent  back  lo  Jefferson  Barracks,  they  could  not 
have  been  more  completely  lost  to  the  present. oper- 
ations. 

I have  now  no  assurance  that  any  reinforcement* 
or  supplies  will  reach  me  through  New  Orleans. — 
The  advice  of  Geo.  Brooke  or  “Governor  Johnson” 
may  divert  recruits  and  the  most  important  objects 
of  supply  to  Tampico,  under  the  new  principle  of 
war,  that  the  enemy,  after  destroying  his  heavy 
guns,  will  attack  a place  which  he  dared  not  de- 
fend. 

With  such  proceedings  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  in 
New  Orleans,  I cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the 
efficient  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  ttie  government 
here.  The  departure  o(  Gen.  Patterson  from  the 
full  and  precise  instructions  1 bad  given  him,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a legitiniRte  result  of  the  position  of 
quasi  independence  given  to  that  officer  by  the  de- 
partment of  war,  against  which  I have  protested  and 
again  protest.  As  for  the  interference  of  General 
Brooke,  the  war  department,  1 cannot  doubt,  will 
give  that  officer  the  most  stringent  orders  in  no  case 
to  slop  or  divert  the  troops  or  supplies  that  may  be 
destined  for  the  army  under  my  command. 

While  1 am  considered  competent  lo  exercise  the 
chief  command  in  the  field,  it  is  no  more  than  rea- 
sonable that  subordinates,  and,  above  all,  officers  not 
serving  with  the  army  against  Mexico,  should  be 
compelled  to  keep  in  their  proper  places,  and  not  to 
expose  to  hazard,  by  mischievous  meddlings,  the 
success  of  military  operations  involving  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  army  and  the  country. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters,  Second  Division, 

^rmy  of  Occupation, 
Matamoros,  Mexico,,  Dec  8lh,  1846. 

Sir:  On  the  22d  of  November  I had  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  1 bad  been  apprized  of  the  capture 
of  T.ampico,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  by  me  for 
occupying  and  holding  that  place,  and  that  1 intend- 
ed to  go  there  by  sea  and  assume  my  command.  I 
regret  lo  say  that  the  general  commanding  the  army 
in  Mexico,  has  disapproved  of  my  proceedings. — 
Herewith  1 send  copies  of  the  letter  of  disapproval, 
and  ol  my  answer.  I am  ordered  to  move  by  land 
from  this  point,  and  am  using  every  exertion  to  ob- 
tain means  of  transportation,  and  will  leave  here  as 
soon  as  those  means  can  be  obtained.  I hope  lo 
march  in  eight  or  ten  days,  but  as  transportation  has 
not  been  provided  for  me,  or  officers  of  the  quarter- 
master’s department  assigned  to  me,  in  time  lo  pro- 
cure a sufficient  amount,  I do  not  consider  myself 
responsible  in  any  degree  for  delay  caused  by  want 
of  it. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General,  U.  S.  A.  Conad’g. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  firmy  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  JVbi).  28,  1846. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  24th  inst.  has  just 
been  received  and  laid  before  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, who  directs  me  lo  express  his  entire  disapprov- 
al of  your  orders  respecting  the  Illinois  regiment  of 
fool  and  the  Tennessee  horse.  He  now  directs  that 
the  movement  of  those  corps  towards  Tampico  in  lha 
manner  suggested  be  at  once  suspended,  and  then 
earned  out  only  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  him  in 
previous  instructions.  It  is  considered  by  the  gener- 
al that  1,000  men,  of  which  s.iy  one  half  regular 
troops,  are  more  than  sufficient  lo  defend  Tampico, 
and  It  is  not  his  purpose  to  devote  a larger  force  to 
that  object.  The  battalion  under  Col.  Gales,  or 
Lieut.  Col.  Belton,  together  with  one  regiment  of 
volunteer  inlantry,  as  directed  in  the  instructions  by 
Major  McCall,  are  intended  to  compose  the  garrison 
of  that  place,  and  may  even  be  reduced  if  circum- 
stances require.  The  Alabama  regiment  having  al- 
ready started  will  not  be  recalled,  although  a diffe- 
rent arrangement  was  proposed.  The  Teunessea 
horse  and  the  Illinois  brigade  will  now  march  from 
Matamoros,  the  former  regiment  being  immedi- 
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ately  recalled  to  that  poinl  until  it  can  march,  sup- 
ported by  a column  of  infantry.  This  march  will  be 
under  your  own  orders,  and  the  general  desires  to  be 
informed  when  it  will  commence  that  he  may  regu- 
late bis  own  march  accordingly. 

1 am  directed  further  to  say  that  the  general  dis- 
approves of  your  order  directing  Captain  Hunter  to 
proceed  to  New  Orleans.  No  officer  in  the  field,  ex- 
cept the  general  himself,  has  any  right  to  order  an 
officer  out  of  the  country,  and  the  general  sees  noth 
ing  in  the  case  to  justify  a departure  from  regula- 
tions and  usage. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  Patterson,  commanding  2d  division, 
Camargo,  Mexico. 

A true  copy:  SETH  WILLIAMS, 

2d  Lieut.  1st  Art’y,  A.  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Second  Division, 

^rmy  of  Occupation, 

U.  S.  steamer  Curvelte,  3d  Dec.,  1846. 
Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  281b  of  November.  In 
accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, i have  suspended  the  embarkation  of  the  Illinois 
foot  until  I have  received  the  instiuctions  which  you 
say  were  sent  by  Major  McCall,  who  I hope  will 
soon  join  me.  1 desire  to  say  that  I have  given  no 
orders  to  the  Tenn  essee  regiment  of  horse  except 
for  its  improvement  in  police  and  discipline.  In 
nay  letter  of  the  24ih  of  Nove.mber,  1 informed  you 
that  1 should  order  the  regiment  of  Tennessee  horse 
to  proceed  as  directed  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  of 
the  same  month.  1 am  therefore  somewhat  at  a loss 
to  understaiiu  why  the  commanding  general  should, 
in  this  case,  direct  you  to  express  to  me  “his  entire 
disapproval’'  of  my  proposing  to  do  precisely  what  1 
had  been  ordered  by  him  to  do.  Although  1 think  i 
had  a clear  right  to  order  “Captain  Hunter,  2d  dra- 
goons, to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  bring  out  the 
horses  and  equipments  for  companies  ‘H’  and  ‘K’  of 
that  regiment,  so  that  the  men  may  be  at  once  mount- 
ed and  prepared  for  the  field,”  and  that  there  has 
been  no  departure  from  the  regulations  of  the  armyj 
yet  as  the  comnianding  general  disapproves  of  this 
step,  and  as  Captain  Hunter  is  now  on  the  boat  with 
me,  1 will  order  him  back  to  Camargo.  As  1 have 
been  very  anxious  that  all  my  proceedings  in 
Mexico  should  merit  and  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  general  commanding,  1 cannot  out  regret 
that  any  act  of  mine  should  meet  with  his  disappro- 
batiou. 

1 have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  extract 
from  special  orders  No.  179,  the  original  of  which 
was  sent  direct  to  Col.  Baker.  Although  he  was 
under  my  imoiediale  command,  and  stationed  at  the 
same  plaee,  1 have  to  remark  that  1 neither  sent  up 
or  approved  any  application  of  Colonel  Baker’s  to 
go  to  Washington;  that  his  correspondence  with 
headquarters  was  direct,  and  did  not  pass  through 
the  usual  channel.  Colonel  BjUer’s  regiment  will 
now  mareb  with  only  one  field  officer,  (the  major.) 

1 venture  to  request  that  tiereafler  all  eocrespond 
ence  with  officers  under  my  conimaiid  be  passed 
through  the  usual  channel.  This  is  a courtesy  due 
me,  and  1 shall  expect  it. 

On  my  arrival  at  tVlaiamoros,  I will  ascertain  the 
means  of  Iransporlalioii  and  inform  you  when  the 
column  under  my  command  will  move. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ooedieni  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A.  comd’g. 
Major  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  Assisla.it  Adjutant  General, 
Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation,  Moiiterey, 
Mexico. 

Headquarters  army  of  Occupation, 

Vamp  near  Monterey,  Dec.  22,  1846. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  plan  announced  in  my  des- 
patch No.  122,  I lell  tins  piace  on  the  15ih  instant 
ior  Victoria,  having  previously  put  in  motion  the 
troops  destined  lor  liiai  point.  At  Alonleinorelos  a 
junction  was  efiected  on  the  17th  with  toe  2d  iiifaii- 
iry,  and  2d  regiment  of  1 ennessee  fool  from  Camar- 
go,  and  It  was  intended  with  the  whole  force  (say 
3,5U0  men)  to  march  on  the  19ib  fur  Victoria.  But 
the  very  evening  ol  my  arrival  at  Moiilemorelos  a 
despatch  arrived  iroiu  General  Worth,  commanding 
at  Ballillo,  w ilh  the  intelligence  that  Santa  Anna 
designed  to  lake  advantage  of  the  diversion  ol  force 
towards  Victoria,  and  by  a rapid  iiioveuicnt  to  strike 
a heavy  blow  at  Saltillo,  and  it  successlul,  then  at 
General  Wool’s  lorce  at  Parras.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  no  means  ol  judging  how  far 
this  inloriiialion  might  be  well  founded,  1 deemed  it 
proper  to  return  to  tins  point,  with  the  regular  lorce, 


and  thus  be  in  position  to  reinforce  Snliillo  if  neces- 
sary. The  volunterrs  under  Brig.  Gen.  Quitman, 
reinforced  by  a field  battery,  were  ordered  to  con- 
tinue their  march,  and  effect  a junction  with  Gene- 
ral Patterson  at  Victoria,  while  i returned  hither 
witfi  Gen.  Twiggs’  division,  now  increased  by  Itie 
2d  infantry. 

In  the  mean  time  Major  General  Butler  and  Brig. 
Gen.  Wool  being  advised  by  General  Worlti  of  a 
probable  attack  upon  his  position,  moved  rapidly  to 
join  him  with  all  the  available  force  at  Parras  and 
Monderey,  while  orders  were  despatched  by  Major 
Gen.  Butler  to  hasten  up  troops  from  the  rear.  The 
latter  general  proceeded  in  person  to  Saltillo,  and 
assumed  the  command,  agreeably  to  instructions 
which  [ had  given  before  my  departure  to  meet  a 
case  like  the  present. 

1 had  proceeded  beyond  this  point  on  my  way  to 
Saltillo,  when  1 was  met  on  the  20ih  by  a despatch 
from  the  front,  announcing  the  early  arrival  ol  Gen. 
Wool’s  column,  and  also  that  the  expected  concen- 
tration and  movement  of  the  Mexican  troops  upon 
that  position  had  not  taken  place;  indeed  that  Ihsir 
advance  posts  had  rather  been  withdrawn.  Deem- 
ing the  force  now,  and  soon  to  he  at  Saltillo,  quite 
sufficient  to  repel  any  demonstration  at  this  season 
from  San  Luis  Polosi,  1 nave  not  thought  it  worth 
while  to  ihrow  forward  Goii.  Twiggs’s  division  to 
that  place,  and  after  resting  it  to-day,  I shall,  to-mor- 
row, put  it  again  in  march  for  Victoria,  moving  for- 
ward myself  to  that  point. 

Major  General  Patterson  is  supposed  to  be  no.v 
well  ou  his  march  irom  Matamuros  to  Victoria, 
where  his  division,  except  the  Alabama  regiment, 
(in  garrison  at  Tampico,)  will  be  brought  together. 
VVilh  a force  holding  in  observation  the  passes  from 
Tula,  the  garrison  at  Tampico,  may  be  mucb  reduc- 
ed with  advantage  to  the  service.  1 shall  wiUidiaw 
from  that  place  at  once  the  mounted  riHemen  and 
recruits  that  have  been  sent  there. 

I respectfully  inclose  a letter  received  yesterday, 
from  General  Santa  Anna  in  reply  to  ray  commutti 
cation  of  December  4,  a copy  of  which  has  been 
forwarded. 

IMy  last  official  date  from  Washington  is  Novem- 
ber lUth. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Bt.  Br.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[Translation.] 

General:  The  communication  of  your  excellency 
of  the  4th  instant,  and  the  enclosed  printed  sheet,  in- 
form me  the  government  of  the  United  States  liave 
ordered  the  release  of  General  Dias  de  la  Vega,  and 
of  the  Mexican  officers  who  accompanied  him,  thus 
carrying  into  efi'ect  an  exchange  for  the  prisoners  of 
the  brig  Truxton,  as  agreed  upon  between  the  com- 
manding general  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Commodore  Con- 
ner. 1 shall  give  notice  of  this  event  to  my  govern- 
ment. 

1 shall  also  make  known  to  it  the  measures  your 
excellency  has  taken  for  the  liberation  of  the  Mexi- 
cans who  were  detained  near  Matamoros,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  republic,  1 give  you  most  sincere  thanks 
for  this  trait  of  humanity  and  generosity  which,  to  a 
certain  extent,  aileviates  the  distreoses  consequent  on 
a state  of  war. 

1 have  the  honor  to  offer  to  your  excellency  my 
esteem  and  high  consideration. 

Headquarters  San  Luis  Potosi,  Dec.  17,  1846. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SAN  PA  ANNA. 
Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  Major  General  commanding  the 

army  of  the  U.  S. 

Headquarters  ,drmy  of  Occupation, 
IVlonlemorelos,  Dec.  26,  1846. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I reached  this 
place  yesterday,  and  shall  to-morrow  resume  my 
marcli  towards  Victoria.  1 have  despatched  a topo- 
graphical officer,  with  a squadron  of  cavalry,  to 
reconnoitre  a pass  through  the  mountains  from  this 
point  to  Labradores,  and  thence  to  Linares.  Gene- 
ral Twiggs’s  division  came  up  this  morning,  and 
encamps  three  miles  in  advance,  it  will  also  march 
to-morrow. 

It  is  understood  that  Major  General  Patterson 
was  to  march  on  the  21st  from  Matamoros,  having 
been  delayed  at  that  point  by  unavoidable  causes. — 
He  will  probably  join  me  near  Victoria. 

J learned  yesterday  that  the  Mexican  congress  had 
elected  Santa  Anna  president,  and  Gomez  Farias 
Vice  President  ol  the  republic,  and  have  heard  Irom 
several  quarters  that  that  body  is  favorably  disposed 
towards  negotiation.  1 hope  at  Victoria  to  obtain 
more  precise  intelligence  as  to  the  slate  of  things  in 
the  interior. 


I have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  lo  Capt.  Turpin, 
(V.  S.,)  of  Nov.  25lh;  copy  of  your  letters  to  Major 
Johnson  and  Lieut.  Bell,  (V.  S.,)  of  Novemher  11th 
“general  orders”  No.  50,  and  “special  orders”  Nos’ 
108  and  111. 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 

Washington,  D,  C. 

Headquarters  ,Anny  of  Occupation, 
Montemorelos,  Dec.  26,  1846. 

Sir:  Your  co nmunication  of  November  30ili,  with 
enclosures  relative  to  the  occupation  of  Tampico, 
has  been  received. 

The  prompt,  and,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  mea- 
sures taken  to  garrison  Tampico  the  moment  that 
Commodore  Perry  arrived  at  the  Brazos,  were  duly 
reported  to  the  department;  and  I regret  that  it 
should  have  been  considered  necessary  to  give  orders 
from  Washington  lo  garrison  a place  voluntarily 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  within  the  theatre  of 
my  operations;  but,  above  all,  that  the  diversion  of 
a large  body  of  regular  troops  lo  that  point  by  the 
orders  of  Brigadier  General  Brooke  should  be  ap- 
proved, as  seems  lo  be  tbe  case.  Those  troops  are 
not  required  at  Tampico,  but  are  much  wanted  at 
other  points. 

In  regard  to  the  direct  correspondance  with  Major 
General  Patterson,  I have  nothing  to  add  lo  what 
has  been  said  in  former  letters,  except  that  confusion 
and  embarrassment  have  resulted  from  this  unusual 
course;  and  I must  again  insist,  while  invested  with 
the  chief  command,  upon  being  left  perfeetly  free 
lo  employ  the  officers  and  the  troops  under  my  or- 
ders as  may,  in  my  own  judgment,  seem  most  expe- 
dient lor  the  public  service.  1 am,  sir,  very  respect- 
fully, your  ob’l  serv’t,  2.  TAYLOR 

Major  General,  U.  S.  Army’ 

The  Adjutant  General,  of  the  army.  Washinx- 
toD,  D.C.  • 


Headquarters  Army  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Victoria,  Mexico,  Jaii.  7,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  on  the 
29ili  ultimo.  Brigadier  General  Quitman  occupied 
without  resistance,  the  city  of  Victoria,  capital  of  the’ 
stale  of  Tainaulipas.  The  enemy  had  a body  of 
some  1,500  cavaliy  in  the  town,  with  its  advanced 
picket  at  Santa  Engracia,  but  it  fell  back  as  General 
Quitman  approached,  and  is  understood  to  be  now  at 
Jaumave,  in  the  direction  of  Tula.  At  Tula  there 
is  a strong  division  of  observation,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Valencia. 

An  examination  of  the  mountain  pass  leading  to 
Tula  shows  that  it  is  entirely  impracticable  for  ar- 
tillery or  wagons.  Such  is  also  believed  to  be  the 
character  of  the  Santa  Barbara  pass,  which  opens  in 
the  direction  of  Tampico. 

1 arrived  here  with  the  division  of  Brig.  General 
Twiggs  on  the  4th  instant,  and  was  joined  on  the 
same  day  by  the  force  wtiioh  Major  General  Pat- 
terson conducted  from  Matamoros.  The  force  now 
collected  here  is  over  5,000  strong,  and,  I am  hapov 
lo  add,  III  excellent  health,  and  in  good  condition  lor 
service. 


•'  — • .wv.«  iviaj.  VXCM.  OCOll  JS 

now  in  the  country,  under  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment. 1 propose  lo  remain  at  this  poinl  until  1 can 
near  fiom  him,  and  determine  whal  disposition  lo 
make  of  the  troops  now  here.  1 am  constantly  ex- 
pecting despatches  from  his  headquarters. 

The  reconnoissance  of  the  mountain  passes  leading- 
lo  Labradores,  alluded  to  in  my  communication  o°f 
December  26,  was  completely  successful,  so  far  as 
to  determine  the  character  ol  the  routes  &o  • but  I 
regret  to  report  II, at,  on  the  return  of  the  pa’rtv  to 
Linares,  the  escort  was  attacked  in  a difficult  pass  of 
the  mounluin,  and  the  baggage  and  ten  men  of  the 
rear  guard  cut  ofl.  It  is  hoped  that  the  rear  guard 
may  have  ettecled  their  escape,  and  will  yet  join  us 
I ho  oflicer  and  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  rear 
guard  are  iii  arrest,  and  the  funner  undercharges  — 
lam  nappy  to  say  that  no  blame  can  attach  lo  Lieut, 
t^ol.  ,VJay,  who  commanded  the  escort,  for  this  un- 
lortunale  occurrence.  His  detailed  report  will  be 
forwarded  bereafler. 

We  have  newspapers  from  Ihe  city  of  Mexico  to 
he  19th  ol  December,  at  which  dale  the  congress 
had  taken  no  action  in  regard  lo  the  war  or  the  elec- 
tion ol  President.  The  country  seems  to  be  in  a 
very  distracted  condition,  and  the  tone  of  the  public 
piess  more  desponding  than  heretofore.  ^ 

1 am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

. Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  army  commauding. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

To  fully  Appreciate  Gen.  Taylor  on  the  occasion  of 
the  battle  just  fousht,  it  must  be  recollected  that  he  took 
upon  himself  the  delicate  responsibility,  contrary  to  the 
advice,  which  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in 
fact  amounted  to  an  order  aC  his  commanding  officer, 
Gen.  Scott,  probably  in  accordance  with  a plan  of  cam- 
paign arranged  at  Washington  before  the  latter  left  that 
city — we  allude  to  Gen.  T^y\or  advancing  beyond  Saltillo 
to  meet  and  fight  the  enemy,  instead  of  evacuating  that 
post  to  the  enemy  and  retiring  to  Monterey,  as  he  was 
advised,  if  not  ordered  to  do,  and  as  it  is  manifest  that 
Gen.  Scott  intended  he  should  do,  when  withdrawing 
Gen.  Worth’s  command  and  so  many  of  the  regulars. 
Gen.  Taylor  differed  in  opinion,  distinguished  what  was 
the  best  course,  staked  every  thing  upon  the  issue,  and 
marched  up  to  it  at  every  hazard.  His  volunteers  were  all 
American  soldiers.  The  rtsult  is,  a triumph! 

The  despatches  from  Gen.  Taylor  to  the  department 
of  war  were  brought  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  a volunteer 
aid-de-camp  of  Gen.  Taylor  during  the  battle.  Mr. 
Crittenden  left  Gen.  Taylor,  with  his  army,  at  Agua 
Nueva  on  the  2d  March,  and  brought  the  despatches 
along  the  usual  route  from  Monterey  to  Camargo,  under 
the  escort  of  about  250  troops,  commanded  by  Major 
Geddings,  having  a long  (rain  of  some  130  empty  wa- 
gons. ' As  they  approached  Cerralvo,  a small  party  was 
sent  in  to  provide  lorage,  &c  , when  the  enemy  under 
Urrea  were  discovered,  about  1,500  strong.  Our  troops 
were  immediately  placed  on  the  defen-sive,  and  received 
the  assault  of  the  superior  numbers  with  the  resolution 
of  men  determined  to  cut  their  way  through.  They 
were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  about  30  men,  while  we 
lost  about  half  the  number.  A part  of  our  baggage 
train  was  destroyed,  (dO  or  50  of  the  wagons,)  when  the 
gallant  Urrea  made  his  retreat  in  the  direction  of  the 
Tula  pass.  The  teamsters  were  unwilling  to  proceed 
without  a stronger  escort,  and  Mr.  Crittenden  was  de- 
tained five  or  six  days  at  Cerralvo,  wtien  Col.  Curtis 
arrived  from  Camargo  with  a large  body  of  troops.  He 
was  loo  late  to  overtake  Urrea,  who  had  probably  com- 
rnenced  his  retreat  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  Santa  Anna’s 
discomfiture.  Colonel  Curtis  proceeded  to  Monterey, 
the  enemy  having  fled  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  this 
may  be  the  la.st  that  we  shall  hear  of  them  on  this  side 
of  Tula  and  San  Luis  for  some  time. 

Buena  Vista.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune  ot  the 
26ih  March,  says: — “As  we  have  before  stated,  the 
fighting  on  the  22d  of  February — an  unfortunate  day 
upon  which  to  attack  an  American  army — was  confin- 
ed principally  to  cannonading  and  skirmishing  with 
light  troops.  The  bloody  business  was  done  on  the 
23 J,  which  was  opened  by  an  attack  from  our  side, 
under  the  direction  of  General  Wool.  A portion  of 
the  advance  was  shaken  by  overwhelming  numbers, 
but  was  supported  by  Gen.  Taylor,  who  brought  forward 
the  reserve  and  decided  the  day  by  a resistless  charge. 

What  is  here  said  in  a tew  words  required  a day  to 
consummate;  and  a recital  of  the  incidents  and  man- 
oeuvres which  ended  go  triumphantly  would  demand 
many  columns  for  space.  An  / ye- witness — one  who  was 
near  Gen.  Taylor’s  person  all  the  time  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  intervals  during  which  he  was  carrying  his 
orders  over  the  field — informs  us  that  not  a man,  with 
the  exception  above  noticed,  ot  the  American  lines,  wa- 
vered for  an  instant  whilst  facing  the  most  galling  fire 
and  receiving  the  repealed  charges  of  the  enemy,  which 
it  is  but  candor  to  say,  were  conducted  with  spirit  and 
addre'-s. 

As  an  instance  of  the  desperation  with  which  both 
armies  fought,  Mr.  Crittenden  who  acted  as  Gen  Taylor’s 
aid  throughout  the  fight,  when  asked  whether  the  Mexi- 
cans had  taken  three  pieces  of  ordnance  from  us,  as 
Santa  Anna  reported,  replied  in  the  affirmalive,  and 
said  that  the  guns  were  not  given  up  till  every  man  at 
tliem  was  shot  down  and  every  horse  killed  neariliem; 
and,  more'over,  that  in  beating  them  off’  the  Mexicans 
suffered  a loss  of  some  six  hundred  men. 

They  interfered  madly  between  the  retreating  guns 
and  our  men  seeking  to  regain  them.  These  guns  were 
a part  of  Capt.  Washington’s  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  O’Brien.  Lieut.  O’B.  was  wounded  be- 
fore his  guns  were  taken,  and  when  reporting  his  loss  to 
Gen.  Taylor  was  complimented  for  his  bravery — it  was 
no  fault  of  his.  Capt.  Washington  was  in  another  part 
of  the  field  and  sustained  himself  with  great  coolness 
and  intelligence,  as  did  Captains  Bragg  and  Sher- 
man, with  their  respective  batteries — in  all  but  14  guns. 

It  may  be  here  proper  to  explain  the  circumstances 
upon  whicli  a report  was  founded  that  Gen.  Taylor  had 
sent  Santa  Anna  a flag  of  truce  during  the  action.  It 
occurred  that  a body  of  Mexican  infantry  about  a thou- 
sand strong  had  become  detached  from  Santa  Anna’s 
army,  and  were  being  mowed  down  with  terrible  slaugh- 
ter. 

Gen.  Taylor  sent  Mr.  Crittenden,  with  a flag,  to  say 
to  them  that  if  they  would  surrender  he  would  stop  kil- 
ling them.  When  Mr.  Crittenden  got  amongst  them  lie 
was  taken  by  them  to  Santa  Anna  with  his  eyes  blind- 
folded. 'I'his  he  remonitrated  against  without  effect. — 
Wlieii  he  was  brought  to  Santa  Anna  he  was  asked  his 
mission. 

He  told  him  he  had  no  message  for  him;  that  he  was 
sent  to  ask  a detached  force  to  surrender  to  save  the  ef- 
usion  of  blood,  and  as  his  errand  was  succesful  he 
demanded  to  be  sent  back  to  his  general. 

It  was  then  that  Santa  Anna  requested  him  to  tell 
Gen-  Taylor  that  if  he  would  surrender  he  would  be  pro- 


tected and  well  cared  for.  Mr.  Crittenden  replied,  that 
he  had  no  commission  to  speak  with  him  (Santa  Anna) 
upon  that  or  any  other  matter,  but  it  was  no  use  to  send 
uch  a message,  as  General  Taylot  never  surrendered. 

SANTA  ANNA’-S  REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE 
OFBUENAVISTA. 

Republican  Liberating  Army. 

General  tn-C7tief— Excellent  sir:  During  a moment  of 
leisure — it  being  now  7 o’clock  in  the  morning — I have 
to  inform  your  excellency,  in  order  that  you  may  com 
municate  the  same  to  the  sr.  vice  president  of  the  Re- 
public, that  the  army  under  my  command,  after  a pain- 
ful and  long  march  over  the  desert  between  the  Cedral 
and  this  place,  has  had  to  encounter  a battle  that  lasted 
two  days,  with  the  United  Stales  Army  under  General 
Taylor,  composed  of  8 or  9000  men,  with  26  pieces  of 
artillery.  Both  armies  have  fought  a bloody  and  desper- 
ate fight.  This  morning  the  action  commenced  at  six 
o’clock,  and  continued  until  sunset.  The  field  of  battle 
is  covered  with  the  dead.  Blood  has  flowed  in  torrents. 
Two  standards,  wliich  I have  the  honor  to  send  your 
excellency,  were  taken  bv  us,  together  with  three  pie- 
ces of  artillery,  the  calibre  of  6 and  4 pounders,  with 
their  horses.  Although  the  battle  was  not  decisive  I can 
assure  yonr  Excellency  that  the  field,  however  stoutly 
disputed,  finally  remained  in  our  possession,  as  is  man- 
ifested by  the  trophies  I have  mentioned.  Upwards  of 
2000  of  the  enemy’.s  dead  lie  strewed  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  and  we  have  taken  some  prisoners,  the  exact 
number  of  whom  has  not  been  made  known  to  me. 

On  our  part  I regret  to  say  that  with  generals,  officers, 
and  troops,  we  have  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  about 
1000 — readily  accounted  tor  by  the  obstinate  encounter 
we  have  had — lasting  through  two  successive  days. — 
During  one  of  the  charges  to-day  my  horse  was  killed  by 
a grape-shot.  The  strong  position  of  the  enemy  was  all 
that  saved  him  from  a complete  route. 

A few  hours  before  I reached  this  point  the  enemy, 
having  notice  of  our  advance,  retired  from  his  position  at 
Agua  Nueva,  where  he  was  first  posted,  and  fell  back  to 
his  defile,  which  may  be  even  compared  to  the  Pass  of 
Thermopyloe.  But  he  must  have  been  taught  by  the 
experience  of  these  two  days,  that  neither  the  rugged 
steep  of  the  mountain  nor  his  fortified  position,  nor  any 
other  of  his  advantages,  could  restrain  the  Mexican  sol- 
dier from  battling  in  defence  of  his  country  and  her  rights. 

Our  soldiers  are  indeed  worthy  of  all  commendation, 
and  I glory  in  the  consciousness  of  being  at  the  head  of 
an  army  of  heroes,  who  not  only  know  howto  fight  brave- 
ly but  to  suffer  patiently  both  hunger  and  thirstfor  forty- 
eight  hours,  a sacrifice  required  of  them  by  the  nation, 
and  of  wliich  I have  myself  been  a witness. 

The  only  painful  reflection  I have  at  this  moment  is 
that  not  a buscuit  nor  a particle  of  rice  can  be  bad  here 
for  our  sick  and  wounded.  We  have  subsisted,  for  ma- 
ny days,  on  meat  alone.  Thus  is  verified  the  complaints 
I have  heretofore  made  of  the  neglect  this  army  has  suf- 
fered. from  having  to  depend  for  supplies  on  its  own  re- 
sources during  the  last  two  months.  I will  now  add  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  carry  on  the  campaign- successfully 
unless  the  army  is  provided  with  all  the  supplies  required 
in  war.  I therefore  think  of  moving  back  my  camp  to- 
morrow morning  to  Agua  Nueva,  three  leagues  distant, 
to  provide  myself  with  some  necessaries  that  must  have 
arrived  at  the  hacienda  of  Encarnacion;  and  if  I suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  those  necessaries,  and  relieve  myself 
of  the  incumbrance  of  the  wound,  I will  return  to  the 
charge — in  spite  of  my  own  wound,  ivhich  has  reopen- 
ed in  consequence  of  being  continually  on  horseback 
twelve  hours  ofeach  day. 

In  the  detailed  account  of  this  obstinate  combat,  which 
I shall  soon  present,  due  aotice  will  be  given  of  the  gen- 
erals, chiefs,  officers  and  others  who  have  bravely  fought, 
and  poured  out  their  blood  in  defence  of  the  country. — 

I have  not  been  willing  to  detain  this  report  for  such  de- 
tails, supposing  the  supre/ne  government  would  wish  to 
have  the  earliest  account  of  these  successes.  To-morrow 
or  the  day  after  I will  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  your 
Excellency  the  said  detailed  ajcount,  together  will)  a 
notice  of  subsequent  occurrences. 

Accept,  I pray  your  excellency,  with  this  explanation, 
the  consideration  of  my  particular  esteem,  God  and  Lib- 
erty. Field  of  Angostura,  near  Buena  Vista,  February 
23,  1847.  ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

His  Excellency,  the  Minister  of  War. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  BANKS. 

Among  the  documents  sent  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives toward  the  close  of  the  session,  was  the 
annual  report  ol  the  treasury  department  on  the 
condition  of  the  banks.  From  it  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing comparative  view  of  these  institutions,  ac- 
cording to  returns  dated  nearest  to  January  1,  1345, 
and  January  1,  1847. 

Jan.  1846.  Jan.  1847. 

Whole  No.  of  banks 

and  branches  from 

which  returns  have 

been  received  707  715 

Capital  paid  in  $196,894,309  $203,070,622 

Resources. 

Loans  and  discounts  312,114,404  310,282,945 

Stocks  21,486,834  20,158,351 

Real  estate  19,099,000  21,219,865 

Other  investments  7,913,591  12,206,112 

Due  by  other  banks  31,689,946  31,788,641 

Notes  of  other  banks  12,914,423  13,112,467 

Specie  funds  8.386,478  13,789,780 


42,012,095  35,135,516 

105.525,427  105,519,766 

96,913,070  91,792,533 

28,218,568  28,539,888 

5,331,572  4,706,077 


202,465,497  197,312,299 


230,684,065  226,852,187 


Specie 

Liabilities. 

Circulation 
Depociles 

Due  to  other  banks 
Other  liabilities 
Aggregate  of  current 
credits,  i.  e.,  of  spe- 
cie and  depositee 
Aggregate  of  circula- 
tions, depositee,  and 
sums  due  to  other 
banks,  i.  e.,  of  im- 
mediate liabilities 
Aggregate  of  specie, 
specie  funds,  notes 
of  other  banks  on 
hand,  and  sums  due 
by  other  batiks,  i.  e. 

of  immediate  means  95,002,942  93,283,404 

In  these  returns  are  included,  it  is  believed,  all  the 
specie  paying  banks  and  their  branches,  except 
about  fifteen  in  1846,  and  about  twenty  in  1847. 

The  table  shows  that  the  operations  of  the  banks, 
have  during  the  past  year,  been  quite  regular,  when 
compared  with  some  former  years.  The  circulation 
was  aboat  the  same  on  the  1st  of  January,  1846,  and 
the  1st  of  January,  1847,  and  the  amounts  due  to  and 
from  other  banks  about  the  same.  In  the  depositee 
there  was  a decrease  of  about  five  millions,  and  there 
was  a small  decrease  in  “other  liabilities.” 

In  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  there  was,  accor- 
ding to  the  returns,  a decrease  of  nearly  seven  mil- 
lions;  but  this  was  rather  apparent  than  real,  and 
caused  principally  by  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania, 
which,  in  Noyeqaber,  1845,  made  distinct  returns  of 
specie  and  treasury  notes,  putting  the  tvvo  together 
in  their  returns  for  November,  1846.  The  total 
amount  held  by  those  banks  at  the  last  mentioned 
date  was  $5,716,618,  all  which,  in  the  summing  up, 
is  included  under  the  head  of  specie  funds.  Five 
millions  of  this  amount  were  probably  in  specie, 
which,  added  to  the  sum  given  in  the  table,  would 
swell  the  specie  in  !he  banks  to  about  forty  millions. 
If  to  this  could  be  added  the  amount  held  by  certain 
banks,  from  which  returns  were  received  in  1846, 
but  none  for  1847,  it  would  probably  be  found  that 
the  total  of  specie  in  the  banka  was  not  diminished 
between  the  dates  of  the  returns. 

Taking  specie  and  specie  funds  together,  the  ag- 
gregate was  $50,398,575  in  1846,  and  $48,922,296  in 
1847. 

The  loans  and  discounts  of  the  banka  were  three 
hundred  aud  twelve  millions  in  1846,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  millions  in  1847-  Here  is  a slight  de- 
crease; but  add  to  the  loans  and  discounts  the  stocks', 
real  estatee  and  “other  investmants,”  and  it  will  be 
found  that  the  total  is  363  millions  in  1847,  against 
360  millions  in  1846,  making  an  increase  of  three 
millions  in  the  aggregate  of  investments  supposed  to 
yield  income. 

All  these  things  show  that,  neither  the  war,  the 
change  in  the  tariff,  nor  tlie  constitutional  treasury, 
has  sensibly  diminished  the  power  of  the  l/anks  to 
aff'ord  facilities  to  regular  traders  or  even  specula- 
tors. In  few  years  have  the  movements  of  the  banks 
been  as  regular  as  they  were  during  the  last.  If 
the  causes  mentioned,  or  any  others,  have  checked  a 
tendency  to  bank  expansion,  they  have  had  a salu- 
tary effect,  for,  any  great  addition  to  our  bank  note 
currency,  would  give  birth  to  a spirit  of  wild  spec- 
ulation which  would  ultimately  prove  ruinous  to 
thousands. 

ll  is  irue,  indeed,  that  the  new  tariff  did  not  take 
effect  till  December,  and  that  the  specie  clause  of 
the  constitutional  treasury  act  is  not  yet  in  lull  oper- 
ation, but  both  these  measures,  so  far  as  they  were 
likely  to  influence  the  operations  of  the  banks,  were 
made  to  produce  their  effects  by  anticipation,  through 
the  panics  got  up  by  foolish  politicians,  interested 
speculators  and  unprincipled  schemers. 

It  is  also  proper  to  observe  that,  though  the  table 
shows  the  condition  of  the  banks  according  to  re- 
turns dated  nearest  to  January  1st,  1847,  yet  the  re- 
luros  from  the  banks  in  Vermont  are  lor  August,  those 
in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  islaad,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  for  October,  and  those 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
aud  Indiana  for  November  1846. 

In  the  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  bank* 
of  the  different  states  made  their  last  annual  reports, 
some  ton  millions  of  specie  have  been  imported  into 
the  country,  and  about  seven  millions  more  are  now, 
according  to  the  besi  accounts,  on  the  way.  The 
constitutional  treasury  system,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
act  as  a balance  wheel  in  ihe  system,  at  least  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  prevent  tUai  wild  and  ultimately 
ruinous  expansion  of  bank  credits,  which  such  an 
influx  ol  specie  would,  under  ordinary  circumstan- 
ces, be  sure  to  produce. — fVushington  Union- 
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BOiMBARDWENT,  SURRENDER,  AND  OCCU- 

CUPATiON  OF  VERA  CRUZ  AND  THE  CAS- 

TLE  OF  SAN  JUAN  D’ULLOA. 

After  our  paper  was  made  up  and  preparing  fur  press 
the  graiilying  intelligence  arrived  of  another  signal  tri- 
umph of  American  arms.  Wo  liasicn  to  relieve  many 
,an  anxious  heart  by  spte.nding  the  tidings  far  and  wide. 
In  order  to  embrace  lha  “irst  mail,  the  account  has  to  he 
brief — sulFicieiit  however,  it  is  lull  of  all  that  has  been 
hoped  for. 

To  the  Baltimore  Sun  we  are  indebted  for  the  iniel- 
genee: 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  .3.1  inst.  announces  the 
arrival  there  that  morning  of  the  U.  3.  Steu.mer  Prince 
ton,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  sf  Commodore  Conner. 
She  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  29th  ult.,  where  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  was  triumphantly  waiving  over  the  city  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  t.he  casile  of  San  Juan  D’Ulloa. 

An  officer  of  the  Princeton  furnishes  the  Gazette  the 
following  summary: 

March  9th. — Disembarkation  of  troops  commen- 
ced. 

14th — Investment  of  the  city  complete. 

18ih—  Trenches  opened  at  night. 

2?nd-'Ciiy  summoned  to  surrender — on  refusal,  seven 
mortars  opened  a tire  of  bombs. 

25th — Navy  battery,  three  long  30  pounders  and  three 
6S  pounders— Pai.xhan  guns— opened  a fire  in  the  morn- 
ing. distance  70  yards. 

25th — Another  battery  of  four  24.poundcrs  and  3 mor- 
tarsppened-  This  day  the  navy  baitery  opened  on  a 
breach  in  the  wail  of  the  ciiy — the  fire  was  very  destruc- 
tive to  the  town. 

26th — Early  in  the  morning  the  enemy  proposed  fora 
a surrender.  Co.-nmissinners  on  the  American  side — 
Generals  Worth  and  Pillow  and  Col  Totten. 

29th — Negotia'ions  compleiecl— city  and  castle  sur- 
rendered— Mexican  troops  marched  out  and  laid  down 
their  arm.^.  The  Am-'rican  troops  occ  'piod  the  city  and 
bat'eries  of  the  town  and  castle — at  noon  of  that  day 
the  .Am  erionn  wisign  was  hoisted  over  both,  and  salu'ed 
by  our  vessels. 

The  garrison  of  about  4,000  men,  laying  down  their 
arms  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  being  sent  lo  their  homes 
on  parole.  Five  Generals,  60  superior  offic  rs,  and  270 
company  officers  amongst  the  prisoners. 

The  tital  loss  of  the  American  ariny,  from  the  day 
of  landing,  tMarch  9,)  is 65  persons  killed  and  woun- 
ded. 

Officers  Killed — John  R.  Vinton,  2d  artillery ; Captain 
Alburtis,  2nd  infantry;  Midshipman  T.  B.  Shubrick, 
navy. 

Officers  wounded — Lieut.  Colonel  Dickenson,  South 
Carolina  volnnteer-s severely;  Lieut.  A.  S.  Baldwin,  na 
vy,  slighlly ; Lieut.  Delozier  Davidson.  2nd  infantry,  ve- 
ry slightly;  Lieut.  Lewis  Neill,  2d  dragoons,  severely. — 
All  the  wounded  are  doing  well. 

Of  the  Mexicans,  the  slaughter  is  said  to  have  been 
immense.  The  commanding  general  was  stationed  in 
the-city,  while  his  second  in  command  held  the  castle. 
Their  regular  force  was  3,000,  and  they  had  about  the 
same  niiTiiber  of  irregulars.  Outside  the  city  was  Gen 
La  Veja'with  a force  of  from  6,000  to  10,000  cavalry.  Col. 
Harney,  with  between  2 and  300  U.  S.  dragoons  charg- 
ed on  and  repulsed  this  immense  force  with  terrible 
carnage,  scattering  them  in  all  directiotis.  They  had 
barricaded  a bridge  to  protect  tlieinselves,  and  our  artil- 
lery soon  knocked  away  this  obstacle  and  gave  Harnej’s 
command  a chance  at  them. 

In  the  attack  on  the  town  and  castle  only  our  smaller 
vessel.',  drawing  not  over  nine  feet  were  available. — 
But  few  shots  and  shells  were  throw-n  upon  the  castle — 
the  attack  being  mainly  upon  the  town.  None  of  the 
enemy’s  Uiis,ile3  struck  our  vessel;  and  Midshipman 
Shubrick,  who  was  kiled,  was  serving  a battery  on 
shore.  With  the  city  the  hopes  of  the  em  iiiy  fell,  as 
they  had  not  provisions  in  the  castle  to  sustain  a protrac- 
ted siege. 

The  Princeton  is  coinmanded  by  Capi.  Engle;  as  she 
sailed  from  Vera  Cruz,  Com.  Conner’s  flag  was  saluted 
from  the  Castle  ofSan  Juan  de  Ulloa.  The  Commodore 
is  a passenger  on  board,  having  been  relieved  by  Com. 
Perry  before  the  coinmencenifiii  of  these  operation.?. 

FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  last  Steamer  Cambria,  brouglu  Li ve rp  lol  dates 
to  the  4ih  of  March.  A number  of  packet  ships  have 
arrived  this  week  with  later  dates.  The  Rochester,  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  with  dates  to  the  6ih  ult:  the  Lib- 
erty, brought  dates  to  the  8ih  ult.  The  Wyoming  arri- 
ved next  at  Piiiladelphia,  with  dates  to  the  13th — and 
now  we  have  Liverpool  dales  to  the  14th  by  the  Sontli- 
erner,  arrived  at  New  York. 

These  arrivals  furnish  scarce  any  political  news. — 
A loud  quarrel  between  tlie  young  queen  of  Spain,  and 
her  husband  disturbs  the  honey  moon,  and  a petition  to 
the  Pope  for  a divorce  is  spoken  of.  tSiuiultaneous  Car- 
list  movements  are  said  to  have  been  made  in  Catalonia, 
the  Basque  provinces  and  in  several  other  directions. 
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From  Ireland,  accounts  arc  truly  heart  rending.  Mr- 
Laboiichere  announced  in  parliament  the  astounding 
fact,  that,  by  official  returns  to  the  20th  February,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  less  than  668,000  per.sons  had  lo  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  public  works  in  Ireland,  to  save  them 
from  starving.  Since  that  date  it  appears  that  the  niim- 
Ijer  has  swelled  to  708,228,  representing  districts  contain- 
ing a popnlaiion  of  about  three  millions  of  inliahitanis. 
with  nothing  butstale  bounty  standing  between  them  and 
ptarvniion! 

O’Connell,  in  a stale  of  great  debility,  had  reached 
Hastings,  accompanied  by  hiason. 

The  Markets  had  fluctnnled,  flour  and  bread  sluffi-; 
on  the  7th,  had  declined  below  the  quotations  by  the 
Cambria.  The  Liberty  brought  intelligence  of  prices  re- 
viving a.gain.  The  Wyoming  depressed  them  again, 
and  the  Sonthern  left  them  still  declining;  40  a 42s.  fur 
American  flour,  the  latter  figure  was  the  utmost  price  for 
best  chop  brands. 

Corn,  at  the  last  dates  70  shillings  for  yellow,  63s.  for 
while. 

American  Provisions,  were  in  demand,  and  bringing 
fair  prices. 

The  Cotton  Market  was  quite  dull,  and  a reduction 
ofjd.  had  to  be  submitted  to.  Sales  of  the  week  ending 
the  I2lh,  18,100  bales,  9000  of  which  was  for  export,  2000 
on  speculation 

“army  of  the  north.” 

Santa  Fe— Ei.  Passo.— An  ex'ra  of  the  Indepen- 
dence (Mo.)  Expositor,  of  the  25'h  March  says — 

“Thos.  Caldwell,  esq  , has  just  got  in  from  the  plains, 
and  confirms  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  massacre  at  i a- 
08.  Gov.  Charles  Bent  and  twenty  five  Americans  are 
the  victims  of  a cold-blooded  assassination.  Among 
me  dead  is  L L.  Wnldo,  a citizen  of  our  county,  and 
brother  to  Captain  David  Waldo,  of  Colonel  Doniphan’s 
regiment. 

Mr.  Caldwell  left  El  Passo  on  the  12th  of  January— 
and  Santa  Fe  on  the  3J  of  February.  He  left  Culonei 
Doniplian  in  possession  of  El  Passo,  waiting  for  the  ar- 
tillery to  arrive,  when  he  intended  to  move  for  Chihua- 
hua. Nothing  was  known  in  New  Mexico  of  the  change 
in  Gen.  Wool’s  position. 

The  insurrectionists  consisted  of  iibo'at  2,000  men, 
and  started  far  Santa  Fe.  Col.  Price  sent  out  about  300 
men  to  quell  them;  they  met  about  twenty  five  miles 
from  Santa  PY,  when  an  engagement  took  place,  'fhe 
Mexicans  drew  up  2,000  strong,  but  at  the  first  fire  from 
the  Missouri  boys  thirty  six  of  them  fell  dead,  and  the 
balance  fled.  Capt.  Mhrin,  of  Platte,  who  was  in  com- 
mand, pursued  them  through  the  Moro  valley,  and 
burnt  to  ashes  every  house,  town,  and  rancho  in  his 
path.  The  inhabitants  fled  to  the  mountains,  where 
they  are  bound  to  starve,  as  Morin  leaves  them  notliing 
whatever  to  subsist  on — a just  retribution  lor  their  us- 
sassinaiion  of  innocent  people. 

As  Mr.  Caldwell  was  passing  out  be  heard  at  a dis- 
tance the  sound  of  artillery,  and  learned  from  rumor  in 
the  edge  of  the  settlements  that  the  American  army  had 
whipped  them  worse  than  ever.  Captain  Henriley,  ol 
Ray  county  volunteers,  was  the  only  one  killed  on  our 
side,  and  some  seven  slightly  wounded” 

A letter  from  Independence  dated  March  21,  says; 
“No  doubt  the  city  of  Taos  is  now  in  ashes,  as  our  Mis- 
souri boys  had  caused  the  smoke  Rom  their  burning 
houses  to  ascend  from  a llionsand  hills;  the  inhabitants 
In  the  Moro  valley,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  fled 
to  the  mountains.  Mr.  Caldwell  left  Col.  Doniphan  at 
El  Passo  on  the  12ih  of  January  waiting  for  the  artillery 
companies  to  arrive,  when  he  intended  to  march  for 
CliihiU'hua.  He  thinks  that  Doniphan,-  ere  this,  has  ta- 
ken Chihuahua  or  has  been  taken  himself.  We  may 
await  with  trembling  aii:<iety  a long  time,  I (ear,  for  the 
result  of  this  hazardous  expedition.  Capt.  Sublette  had 
not  arrived  at  Santa  P's,  when  Mr.  Caldwell  left — Feb- 
ruary 3d;  fears  are  entertained  that  he  may  have  fallen 
into  the  hand.s  of  the  Mexicans  on  his  entering  Taos 
valley. 

Mr.  Caldwell  learned  from  a reliable  source,  that  Me- 
Goffin,  Connelly,  and  other  prisoners  were  at  large  in 
the  streets  of  Chihuahua,  but  not  allowed  to  leave  the 
city.” 

California — Lieut.  Talbot. — A letter  published  in 
the  Boston  Praveller,  dated  at  San  Francisco  on  the  15th 
of  November,  relates  the  following  daring  feat  of  one  of 
our  young  officers  who  is  serving  in  that  distant  coun- 
try: 

“At  Santn  Barbara,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted 
and  well  armed  Californians  attacked  Lieut.  I'albot,  one 
of  P’remoiu’s  young  officers,  who  was  left  in  charge 
there  with  ten  men.  They  were  quartered  in  Robbins’ 
house;  the  house  was  surrounded,  and  they  ordered  to 
surrender  unconditionally;  Talbot  refused  to  surrender 
on  any  conditions.  Coolly  packing  up  their  provisions, 
&c.,  they  marched  out  of  the  house  to  sell  their  lives  at 
a dear  rale;  bu',  though  surrounded  by  this  immense 


odd.',  they  were  not  attacked.  Tolboi  drew  his  men  off 
to  the  hills  just  back  of  the  mission,  followed  all  the  way 
by  the  cowardly  miscreants,  who  wore  threatening  lo 
devour  him  if  he  did  not  lay  down  his  arms,  but  none  of 
them  were  willing  to  lake  the  first  taste.  Halting  on  a 
liill,  where  the  Amerieans  had  rather  the  advantage,  the 
brave  barbarians  bpi  fire  lo  the  grass  in  a circle  round 
the  little  party,  perhaps  preferring  to  devour  them  after 
being  cooked,  but  they  would  not  .stay  to  be  cooked, 
and  the  brave  little  Talbot  marched  his  men  llirough  the 
fire,  and,  crossins  the  mountains  into  the  Tulares,  led 
them  safely  lo  Monterey  on  foot,  where,  Mr.  Larkin 
writes,  they  arrived  safe  a few  days  since.” 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

The  War  against  the  Indians  in  Gentry  Coun- 
ty.— At  the  time  Gen.  Ward  issued  his  proclamation 
ordering  out  certain  militia,  to  drive  out  of  the  state 
a few  Indians,  we  noticed  the  circumstances,  thinking 
it  more  likely  to  turn  out  to  the  discredit  of  the  state 

than  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Gentry  couuty 

We  were  not  mistaken.  'The  St.  Joseph  Gazette 
speaks  of  the  whole  proceeding  as  uncalled  for,  and 
intended  to  make  a “few  big  officers”  in  Gentry  coun- 
ty out  of  a very  small  affair.  It  speaks  of  the  Indians 
as  “the  Musquakies,”  and  says: 

Capt.  Moses  PI.  Simonds,  with  his  company  of 
mounted  militia  from  Gentry  county,  with  the  400 
Indians,  arrived  in  our  town  on  Tuesday  morning 
last.  'We  learn  that  before  starting  from  Camp  Sim- 
onds, a difficulty  was  likely  to  ensue  between  the 
militia  and  the  Indians,  and  that  Simonds  had  his 
men  drawn  up  in  line  ready  for  battle,  but  that  the 
Indians  had  all  taken  shelter  behind  the  trees,  and 
were  in  a fine  position  to  cut  his  men  to  pieces.  A 
compromise  of  some  kind  was  made,  and  every  thing 
passed  off  peaceably.  We  have  been  informed  by  an 
intelligent  gentleman,  thatthe  Indians,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  lodges,  were  encamped  on  the  land  belong- 
ing to  the  Potawattamie  Indians — ^that  they  were  per- 
fectly peaceable — had  “frightened  no  women  and  chil- 
dren”— had  committed  no  depredations — but  were 
quietly  hunting,  and  passing  off  the  winter  where  game 
Avas  plenty,  and  that  it  was  their  intention  to  leave  in 
a few  weeks,  and  so  assijred  Captain  Sitnonds.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  proceedings  were  un- 
called for  and  were  only  intended  to  make  a few  “big 
officers  in  Gentry  county,  out  of  a very  small  affair.” 
Every  thing  connected  with  the  expedition  was  con- 
ducted in  true  militia  style — sentinels  placed  on  the 
batiks  of  the  Missouri  while  the  Indians  were  crossing 
to  keep  down  an  insurrection,  and  gujjrd  the  citizens 
of  tlie  town  from  any  violence  that  might  be  commit- 
ted by  the  humble  Indians.  The  wlible  affair  was  a 
humbug  from  the  beginning,  and  from  the-windHfg  up 
that  was  made  in  St.  Joseph,  we  are  well  assured  that 
the  militia  satisfied  every  man,  woman,  and  child  here, 
that  it  ended  a complete  humbug.  Thus  ends  the 
“great  northern  war”  on  the  natives.  The  Indians 
have  made  an  encampment  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  and,  we  learn,  will  remain  there  several 
weeks.  Why  did  not  the  Grand  river  militia  remove 
them  to  their  homes  on  the  Kansas  riveR  If  the  Mus- 
quakies are  such  a desperate  tribe,  why  leave  them 
in  our  midst?  Perhaps  the  women  and  children  in 
this  part  of  the  state  are  not  so  nervous  as  they  are  on 
Grand  river. 

A writer  in  the  same  paper,  who  signs  himself 
Jesse  Macon,  in  a letter  from  Camp  Simonds,  ridi- 
culesthe  whole  proceedings,  '['he  principal  officers 
are  Gen.  Simonds;  quartermaster  general,  James  C. 
Patton;  adjutant  General,  Martin  Long;  inspector 
general,  Redman  Whitten,  with  their  attaches,  and 
some  fifty  or  sixty  privates.  In  regard  to  tlie  expen- 
ses, he  says  that  “Gen.  Simonds  will  charge  for  him- 
self and  suite  ^175  per  month,  Gen.  James  C.  Patton 
has  the  appointment  of  quartermaster,  wagonmas- 
ter  and  commissary,  his  expenses  per  month  jS200, 
and  other  officers  in  proportion.  The  privates  are  to 
get  $22  50  per  month.  Tliey  arc  promising  to  the 
farmers  $2  per  barrel  for  corn,  $6  50  to  $7  per  hun- 
dred for  pork,  $5  per  day  for  wagon  and  two-horse 
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teams,  or  two  yoke  of  cattle,  and  Mr.  Simonds  is  I 
pledging  the  state  for  these  prices,  when  corn  is  worth 
75  cents  per  barrel,  and  $1  75  is  the  best  price  pork 
has  been  brought  here  this  season,  and  all  to  remove 
the  "poor  Indians,  who  are  doing  no  harm.  If  our 
state  is  thus  to  be  imposed  on  by  Simonds,  Cameron 
and  -Patton,  our  taxes  must  be  trebled  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  a dastardly  got  up  expedition  to  gratify  Mo- 
ses H.  Simonds,  and  perhaps  involve  the  whole  fron- 
tier in  war  with  the  savages.  There  was  no  call  for 
any  such  movement.  Simonds  rode  several  days  to 
get  .men  to  sign  certificates  to  get  up  the  expedition. 
The  Indians  have  stolen  nothing,  hurt  no  body,  done  no 
harm,  they  camped  on  the  same  ground  the  past  win- 
ter, and  left  in  the  spring,  and  intended  doing  the  same 
again,  no  person  was  hurt,  but  Moses  H.  Simonds, 
and  for  his  foolishness  our  slate  is  to  be  involved  some 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Why  did  not  Sim- 
onds apply  to  Col.  Cranor,  who  had  as  much  right  to 
order  out  troops  as  Gen.  Ward.?  But  Col.  Cranor 
lived  here,  and  Simonds  could  not  impose  on  the  pub- 
lic through  him,  but  must  go  to  Gen.  Ward  with  his 
grievances,  and  Ward  being  ignorant  of  the  affair,  im- 
properly issued  an  order  to  Simonds.  Why  was  not 
the  order  issued  to  Cranor.?  Simonds  had  no  compa- 
ny— he  attempted  to  raise  one  last  fall,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  some  thirty  or  forty  to  enroll  themselves, 
but  the  majority  of  them  are  now  in  Santa  Fe,  and 
when  he  received  Gen.  Ward’s  order  he  then  had  to 
raise  the  company,  and  v/hen  he  left  Athens  he  only 
had  thirty  men  in  ranks,  and  they  of  all  ages  and  al- 
most all  colors.” — The  Missouri  Republican. 

ARMY  JOURNAL. 

Military  Movements. — Our  city  is  again  becom- 
ing quite  lively  with  soldiers  belonging  to  the  army 
arriving  here  for  transportation  to  New  Orleans  en 
route  to  Mexico.  The  government  having  found  this 
to  be  the  best  point  in  the  Union  to  concentrate  the 
new  companies,  and  for  furnishing  the  best  facilities 
for  accelerating  their  progress  to  the  seat  ofwar,  has 
ordered  a number  of  them  (how  many  is  not  yet 
known,)  to  rendezvous  here. 

Major  Dusenberry,  one  of  the  quartermasters  in 
the  regular  army,  has  been  ordered  here  from  Balti- 
more to  superintend  operations.  Major  D.  has  had 
large  experience  in  the  transportation  of  troops  by 
water,  and  will  provide  for  their  wants  with  the  fore- 
sight derived  from  a knowledge  of  their  necessities, 
and  a proper  regard  for  their  comfort.  He  is  indefa- 
tigable in  expediting  the  movements  of  those  under  his 
direction. 

The  Mountaineer  has  been  taken  up  on  a charter 
to  convey  two  companies  yet  to  arrive,  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  boats  contracting  are  privileged  to  load 
with  freight  for  New  Orleans,  but  are  not  allowed  to 
take  any  way  freight,  the  design  being  to  place  the 
troop?  in  that  city  as  speedily  as  possible.  Our  steam- 
ers cannot  well  carry  troops  unless  ballasted  to  some 
extent  with  freight. 

The  whole  number  of  troops  expected  to  rendez- 
vous here  will  be  from  1200  to  2000.  The  recruit- 
ing officers  have  orders  as  soon  as  they  get  50  men  to 
send  them  on. 

The  $100  of  governmant  stock,  or  160  acres  of 
land  bounty,  is  a strong  inducement  to  young  men  in 
the  country  to  enlist.  They  are  working  for  $10  or 
$15  per  month,  and  thinking  that  the  war  may  not 
last  long,  it  is  regarded  as  an  easy  way  to  earn  a 
farm. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  now  as  formerly  Penn- 
sylvania is  first  in  the  field.  Nine  out  of  the  ten 
companies  composing  the  regiment  now  arriving  are 
from  this  state,  and  one  other  from  Maryland.  A 
volunteer  company  from  Virginia  has  enlisted,  and 
been  ordered  here. — Pittsburg  Gazette 

Sickness  in  the  army.  Col.  Roberts  of  Va.,  writ- 
ing from  Lobos,  says:— “Our  men  are,  nearly  ail,  in 
fine  health  and  spirits,  and  we  have  lost  but  3 men 
since  we  left  home — 2 from  mania-potu,  and  one  by 
an  injury  from  a fall  into  the  hold  of  a ship.  But 
seven  are  on  the  sick  list  at  present,  and  none  of  them 
dangerous,  which  is  not  many  out  of  840  men.  There 
was  a Mississippi  regiment  came  to  New  Orleans  at 
the  same  time  we  arrived  there,  which  has  lost  180 
men  and  left  100  sick,  they  buried  from  6 to  12  per 
day  while  we  lay  there,  and  six  out  of  each  of  the  two 
ships  which  have  arrived,  and  four  since  arriving  here 
which  is  something  very  strange,  as  it  is  their  own 
climate — while  the  two  regiments  from  Pennsylvania 
have  lost  but  6 men  out  of  1700;  but  there  was  one 


great  cause — they  dissipated  more  than  our  men,  and 
were  not  so  well  clad,  our  men  all  wearing  flannel, 
while  they  mostly  wore  light  cotton  clothing. 

description  of  san  JUAN  d’ulloa. 

The  castle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulloa  is  unquestionably 
the  most  celebrated  of  all  American  fortresses.  Its 
construction  was  commenced  in  the  year  1582,  upon 
a bar  or  bank  in  front  of  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  at 
the  distance  of  1 ,062  Castillian  varas,  or  yards,  and 
it  is  entirely  surrounded  by  water.  The  centre  of 
the  area  occupied  by  this  fortress  is  a small  island, 
upon  which  Juan  de  Grijalva  landed  a year  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  Cortez  upon  our  continent,  and  at 
that  period  it  accidentally  received  the  name  which 
it  retains  to  this  present  day.  It  seems  that  there 
was  a shrine  or  temple  erected  upon  it,  in  which  hu- 
man victims  were  sacrificed  to  the  Indian  gods;  and 
as  the  Spaniards  were  informed,  these  offerings  were 
made  in  accordance  with  the  commands  of  the  kings 
of  Acolhua,  (one  of  the  provinces  of  the  empire)  they 
confounded  or  abbreviated  this  name  into  the  word 
Ulloa,  which  they  affixed  to  that  island. 

Sixty-one  years  after  the  conquest  the  work  was 
undertaken,  and  although  it  seems  to  have  been  de- 
signed not  only  to  defend  Vera  Cruz,  but  to  attack  it 
in  case  of  necessity,  that  city  was,  nevertheless,  sack- 
ed by  the  pirates  under  the  renowned  freebooter,  Lo- 
rencillo,  in  the  year  1683. 

The  cost  of  the  castle  has  been  estimated  by  various 
writers  to  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  forty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  it  may  not  be  regarded  as  an  exagge- 
ration, if  we  consider  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  some 
of  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  the  fact 
that  a large  portion  of  it  is  built  on  foundations  laid 
in  the  sea,  whose  waves  it  has  resisted  for  more  than 
two  centuries. 

According  to  a report  made  on  the  17th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1775,  it  was  the  opinion  of  a council  of  war,  com- 
posed of  distinguished  officers,  that  this  fortress,  after 
all  its  defences  were  completed,  would  require  a gar- 
rison, for  effective  service,  composed  of  1700  infan- 
try soldiers,  300  artillery  do.,  228  sailors,  and  100 
supernumeraries. 

The  exterior  polygon,  which  faces  Vera  Cruz,  ex- 
tends 300  yards  in  length,  while  that  which  defends 
the  north  channel  is  at  least  200  yards  long.  Besides 
this  there  is  a low  battery,  situated  in  the  bastion  of 
Santiago,  which  doubles  the  fire  on  that  channel. — 
The  southern  channel  is  commanded,  also,  by  the  bat- 
tery of  San  Miguel. 

The  whole  fort  is  constructed  of  Madrepora  astrea, 
a species  of  soft  coral  which  abounds  in  the  neighbor- 
ing islands;  and  its  walls  are  from  four  to  five  yards  in 
thickness,  their  exterior  being  faced  with  a harder 
stone.  It  is  well  supplied  with  water,  having  seven 
cisterns  within  the  castle,  viz:  one  containing  24,948 
cubic  feet  of  water;  one  containing  17,884;  one  con- 
taining 19,000;  one  containing  6,000;  one  containing 
16,685;  one  containing  4,500;  and  one  containing  4,- 
752.  Total,  93,767. 

Before  the  castle  was  attacked  by  the  French,  in 
1838,  it  was  defended  by  177  pieces,  of  various  cali- 
bres— instead  of  370,  which  would  form  its  full  equip- 
ment. 

In  the  year  1 844,  there  were  in  the  castle  of  San 
Juan,  and  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  following  mu- 
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95  cannon — 21  mortars. 

In  both  places  many  of  the  above  pieces  were  not 
mounted  at  the  period  indicated. 

There  was  a contract  with  Senor  Escandor,  at  that 
time,  by  which  he  was  bound  to  furnish  the  Mexican 
government  with  the  following  materials  of  war. — 


At  Vera  Cruz,  or  at  San  Juande  Ulloa,  viz: — 53,342 
hollow  balls,  35,136  solid  do.,  5,000  English  muskets, 
•3,000  tercerolas,  3,000  cavalry  swords,  5,800  infan- 
try do.,  2,000  musicians  do.,  10  Paixhan  guns,  15  eight 
and  twelve  pounders,  8 obuses. 

Of  these,  all  had  been  delivered,  except  48,000  hol- 
low projectiles,  and  13,550  solid. 

According  to  this  account,  which  first  appeared  in 
a Baltimore  paper,  it  is  doubted  very  much  if  the  mu- 
nitions of  war  have  been  much  increased  since  that 
period,  as  the  republic  has  been  in  continual  revolu- 
tion, and  embarrassad  means.  It  is  more  likely  that 
some  of  the  material  has  been  transferred  to  the  inte- 
rior, as  recent  travellers  have  met  trains  of  fifty  and 
sixty  mules,  dragging  heavy  cannon  along  the  Vera 
Cruz  road,  in  the  direction  of  the  capital.  Since  our 
blockade,  the  castle  and  town  have,  of  course,  not 
been  reinforced. 

“Fixing  the  Responsibility.”  Under  this  capticn 
the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  30th  of  March,  adduces 
the  statement  from  the  ‘Unioii,'  of  the  forces  under 
Gen.  Taylor’s  command,  [see  p.  90]  as  corroborating 
what  had  previously  been  asserted  in  the  Enquirer, — 
that  if  Gen.  Taylor  had  been  overwhelmed  by  the 
Mexican  army  under  Santa  Anna,  the  responsibility 
for  the  disaster  was  all  his  own.  The  Enquirer  in 
the  same  article  adduces  as  further  proof  on  this  point 
the  following  remarks  of  the  Washington  correspon- 
dent of  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

“You  will  perceive  from  the  last  official  despatch- 
es forwarded  by  Gen.  Taylor  to  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral here  in  Washington,  that  the  position  he  assumed 
at  Agua  Nueva  was  entirely  on  his  own  responsibility 
and  that  Gen.  Scott  had  advised  him  to  fall  back  on 
Monterey,  and  act,  for  a while,  on  the  defensive. — 
And  it  will  also  be  seen,  from  the  correspondence 
between  the  war  department  and  Gen.  Taylor,  that 
the  former,  so  far  from  pressing  him  forward,  rather 
expressed  a wish  that  he  miglil  confine  himself  to  Mon- 
terey, and  there  await  the  enemy.  If  Gen.  Taylor 
has  acted  against  the  advice  given  him  from  these 
quarters,  he  must  have  had  good  reason  to  do  so,  and 
I,  therefore,  trust  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  a good 
account  of  himself,  notwithstanding  the  fatal  rumors 
of  disasters  which  have  reached  us  from  the  Rio 
Grande. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


GENERAL  TAYLOR’s  GENERAL  ORDERS — AFTER  THE 
battle  of  BUENA  VISTA. 

Orders  No.  2. 

Headquarters  .drmy  of  Occupation, 
Buena  Vista,  Feb.  26,  1847. 

1.  The  con-imancling  general  has  (he  grateful  task 
of  congratulating  the  troops  upon  the  brilliant  suc- 
cess which  attended  their  arms  in  the  conflicts  of 
the  22d  and  23d.  Confident  in  the  immense  supe- 
riority of  numbers,  and  stimulated  by  the  presence 
of  a distinguished  leader,  the  Mexican  troops  were 
yet  repulsed  in  every  efl'ort  to  ibree  our  lines, 
and  finally  withdrew  with  immense  loss  from  the 
field. 

2.  The  general  would  express  his  obligations  to 
the  officers  and  men  engaged  for  the  cordial  support 
which  they  rendered  throughout  the  action.  It  will 
he  his  highest  pride  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  go- 
vernment the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  particular 
officers  and  corps,  whose  unwavering  steadiness 
more  than  once  saved  the  fortunes  of  the  day. — 
He  would  also  express  his  high  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  the  small  command  left  to  hold  Saltillo. 
Though  not  so  seriously  engaged  as  their  comrades, 
their  services  were  very  important  and  efficiently 
rendered.  While  bestowing  this  just  tribute  to  the 
good  conduct  of  the  troops,  the  general  deeply  re- 
grets to  say  that  there  were  not  a few  exceptions.— 
He  trusts  that  those  who  fled  ingloriously  to  Buena 
Vista,  and  even  to  Saltillo,  will  seek  an  opportunity 
to  retrieve  their  reputation  and  to  emulate  the  bra- 
very of  their  comrades,  who  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
battle,  and  sustained  against  fearful  odds  the  honor 
of  (he  flag. 

The  exultation  of  success  is  checked  by  the  heavy 
sacrifice  of  life  whii  h it  has  cost,  embracing  many 
officers  of  high  rank  and  rare  merit.  While  (he  sym- 
pathies of  a grateful  country  will  be  given  to  the  be- 
reaved families  and  friends  of  those  who  nobly  fell, 
their  illustrious  example  will  remain  for  the  benefit 
and  admiration  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Taylor: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Asa’l  Adj’t  Gen. 
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The  Washington  “l/ntou”  commenting  on  the 
shore  general  orders,  says: 

‘‘It  is  written  in  fine  taste.  It  alludes  in  the  most 
modest  terms  which  he  could  employ,  to  the  brilliant 
victory  which  our  troops  hare  won  over  the  im- 
mense superiority  of  the  Mexicans,  headed  by  their 
most  distinguished  military  leader.  It  pays  due 
honors  to  the  brave  officers  and  troops  who  live  to 
receive  the  gratitude  of  their  country.  It  pays  a 
brief  but  affecting  tribute  to  those  gallant  spirits  who 
have  gloriously  fallen  in  the  battle,  but  whose  “il- 
lustrious example  will  remain  for  the  benefit  and 
admiration  of  the  army,”  and  as  a monument  of  the 
glory  of  our  republic  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  It 
treats  as  delicately  as  possible  all  those  inexperi- 
enced soldiers  who  ingloriously  fled,  to  whom  he 
administers  the  warning  lesson  of  seeking  to  re 
trieve  their  reputation  by  future  exertions  on  ano- 
ther field.  It  is  impossible  to  read  the  various  de- 
scriptions of  this  remarkable  battle,  where  the 
skill  of  the  commanding  general  in  seizing  his 
ground  and  manoeuvring  his  troops  vied  with 
the  chivalry  of  his  men,  without  the  deepest  emo- 
tions.” 

The  New  Orleans  Delta  has  the  following  items 
derived  from  a gentleman  who  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista: 

The  coolness  and  bravery  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Illinois  volunteers  were,  he  says,  beyond  all 
praise.  While  firing  in  line,  the  front  rank  knelt  on 
one  knee,  taking  deliberate  aim,  and  doing  deadly 
execution. 

Col.  Bowlts,  of  the  2d  Indiana  regiment,  finding 
that  his  men  faltered  early  in  the  action  of  the  23d, 
withdrew  from  them  in  disgust,  and  taking  a rifle 
joined  the  Mississippi  regiment  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight.  It  is  due  to  the  Indiana  regiment,  however,  to 
say,  that  they  subsequently  rallied,  appealed  to  as 
they  were  by  Capt.  Lincoln  and  others,  and  fought 
bravely. 

Col.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  is  idolized  by 
his  regiment.  Believing  that  on  the  24th  there  would 
be  a fight,  and  being  unable  to  walk  on  account  of  the 
wound  in  his  foot,  he  ordered  tliat  he  be  carried  out 
to  their  head  in  a wagon. 

Col.  Yell,  as  we  have  already  told  our  readers,  was 
lanced  to  death.  His  horse  became  restive,  his  bridle 
I broke,  and  he  carried  him  into  the  midst  of  the  ene- 
my, where  a lance  pierced  him  through  the  head. 

Col.  llai-din,  before  being  killed,  captured  a flag 
from  the  enemy,  which,  with  ids  horse,  ho  requested 
should  be  sent  home  as  a last  memento  to  his  wife. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  were  two  who  were  de- 
; sertei-s  from  our  own  ranks.  Tliey  w'ere  brought  be- 
I fore  Gen.  Taylor,  who  ordered  the  wretches  to  be 
drummed  out  beyond  the  lines.  Such  rascals,  he 
said,  might  do  fur  Santa  Anna — they  would  not  suit 
him — and  it  would  be  wasting  powder  and  shot  to 
shoot  them.  They  were  therefore  drummed  out  to 
the  tune  of  the  Rogue’s  March. 

I Afier  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  won.  General 
I Wool,  who  was  distinguislied  for  his  gallantry  and  skill, 
met  General  Taylor  and  throw  his  arms  around  his 
neck,  and  congraiulaied  him  on  die  brilliant  victory,  in 
warm  terms.  The  old  hero  replied,  “we  can’t  be  beat- 
en Generul,  whoa  we  all  inill  together."  Tlie  whole 
country  will  attest  the  justice  of  the  simple  reply. 

A Washington  letter  imblislied  in  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial, says — 

' There  is  a very  interesting  letter  in  the  city  from  Gen. 
Wool.  He  speaks  iti  the  most  exalted  terms  of  General 
Taylor’s  conduct  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  it  was 
written,  too,  wiihnut  the  knowledge  tliat  General  Taylor 
had  so  higldy  spoken  ofbiin.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  these 
officers  so  devoid  of  all  jealousy  toward  each  other.  Gen. 
Wool  seems  to  harbor  no  envy  at  the  fortune  which  has 
reversed  the  relations  of  rank  between  him  and  General 
'J  aylor. 

General  Wool,  I learn,  speaks  freely  in  this  letter  of 
the  cowardice  displayed  by  gome  of  the  Indiana  and 
Arkansas  troops,  and  gives  a graphic  picture  of  the  strug- 
gle and  the  brilliant  movements  that  decided  the  victory 
in  our  favor. 

j Lieut.  CoL.  May  At  the  time  Lieut.  Crittenden  was 
I sent  by  Gen.  Taylor  during  the  late  baitiHwiili  a flag  to  a 
I detached  body  of  1,000  to  i.500  Mexicans  that  were  being 
cut  to  pieces  by  our  lire,  Col.  May  was  on  liie  eve  ol 
cliargiog  them  wiili  his  dragoons,  but  as  Leut.  C.  was 
passing  with  Ids  wbiie  fl.ig  displayed.  May  rode  out  and 
crossed  his  path  to  inquire  the  object  of  his  mission. — 
* I am  going  to  tell  those  fellows  to  surrender,  in  order  to 
save  their  lives  ’>  "Wui:  till  1 have  charged  them.’’— 
•‘Impossible;  the  old  man  has  sent  me  and  1 must  go  on." 

But,  my  good  fellow,"  said  May,  enlreaiingly,  “for 
God’s  sake  just  rein  up  for  five  minutes,  and  give  us  a 
chance  at  lliem.”  “Would  do  any  thing  to  oblige  you 
Colonel,  but  1 have  the  old  man’s  orders,  and  there  is  no 
help  for  it;”  and  he  gave  rein  to  his  liorse,  (vhilst  the 


Colonel  returned  to  the  head  of  his  squadron,  in  the 
worstof  all  possible  humors  against  those  things  called 
flags  of  truce.  The  dragoons,  we  understand,  made 
several  splendid  charges  during  the  action,  though  the 
whole  number  present  was  only  four  troops. — N.  O.  Bul- 
letin 

San  Juan  D’ula.. — Extract  of  a letter  from  an 
officer  on  board  the  United  States  ship  .4/f)any; 

“As  from  the  deck,  with  my  glass,  I swept  over 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  its  environs,  and  the  strong- 
hold which  covers  it,  said  to  be  impregnable  to  the 
combined  fleets  of  the  earth,  it  was  with  rather  a 
serious  feeling  that  my  eyes  rested  upon  this  grim, 
grizly  pile,  barbed  and  bristling  with  its  hundreds  of 
cannon.  The  question  at  once  arises,  can  it  be  taken? 
Shall  we  ever  see  our  fleet  moving  tip  over  the  ex- 
panse before  me  to  attack  it?  1 doubt  it  very  much 
Certainly  not  with  any  force  wc  have  or  have  had 
here.  Let  the  people  prate  as  much  at  home  as  they 
please  about  it.  If  it  ever  is  done  it  will  be  by  a tre- 
mendous array  of  cannon  and  a most  awful  loss  of 
life.  The  castle  of  Vera  Cruz  is  no  more  what  it 
was  when  France  carried  it  than  you  are  now  to 
what  you  were  when  a nursling  in  yoiir  mother’s 
arm.  Then  there  were  no  guns  above  the  caliber  of 
24  pounds,  and  but  a few  of  them,  most  miserably 
served.  The  magazine.s,  unarched,  were  not  bomb- 
proof. The  powder  was  of  such  an  inferior  charac- 
ter that  not  a shot  penetrated  the  side  of  a French 
ship,  but  at  the  close  of  the  engagement  were  stuck 
about  the  sides  of  the  shipping  like  so  many  balls  of 
mud;  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  the  aommanding 
oflScer  having  been  instructed  not  to  fire  the  first 
gun,  permitted  the  French  squadron  to  come  up  and 
take  its  position  as  quietly  as  though  mooring  to  pass 
the  winter  season. 

“Now  let  us  see  what  a change  time  and  a severe 
lesson  have  eflecled  in  this  same  castle.  There  are 
at  present  mounted  within  its  periphery  nearly  300 
cannon,  and  these  all  32’s,  42’s,  & 8 and  10  inch  Paix- 
han,  there  being  a very  large  number  of  the  latter; 
and  wherever  it  has  been  possible  to  train  a gun 
upon  the  channel  of  approach,  they  are  planted  “en 
barbette,’’  so  that  a fleet  moving  up  to  the  attack 
must  be  exposed  to  the  concentrated  fire  of  seventy 
cannon  over  a distance  of  two  miles  before  it  can 
get  into  position  to  return  a single  shot.  Tlie  castle 
of  San  Juan  is  from  the  city  at  a distance  of  about 
three-eighths  of  a mile,  and  is  supported  by  a water- 
battery  at  the  northwest  angle  of  the  town  of  fifty 
32  and  42-pound  guns,  all  of  which  would  bear  upon 
a squadron  passing  up,  bous  on,  from  the  moment  it 
arrived  within  the  range  of  the  shot  until  its  anchors 
were  down,  with  springs  upon  the  cables,  within  the 
reach  of  musket  shot.  Judge,  then,  what  a force 
would  be  required  for  any  promise  of  success,  and 
at  what  an  immense  saerifice  it  would  be  accom- 
plished, if  at  all.  The  garrison  at  this  time  is  com- 
posed of  2,000  men.  In  the  event  of  an  attack  they 
would,  with  the  most  perfect  safety,  retire  within 
the  casemates  (which  are  as  impervious  to  shot  as 
the  sides  of  Mount  Orizaba)  until  the  ammunition  of 
the  assailing  force  was  expended,  when  they  would 
return  to  their  guns  and  sweep  the  waters  before 
them  w ith  the  most  terrific,  destructive  etfect.  The 
officer  commanding  the  castle  lately  sent  official 
word  “that  if  the  commodore  would  bring  his  fleet 
up,  he  might  fire  until  there  was  net  a shot  left  in 
the  locker,  and  he  would  promise  him  not  to  return 
a gun  until  he  was  done.  [JY.  Y.  Tribune. 

Mexican  account  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vis- 
ta.— A number  of  letters  and  documents  were  writ- 
ten by  the  Mexicans  during,  and  immediately  after 
the  battle,  and  deapatchee  to  the  interior  and  there 
published  with  flourish  of  trumpets  as  for  a great 
victory.  We  subjoin  in  addition  to  what  was  in- 
serted in  our  last,  the  following: 

The  Enemy's  Camp, 
February  23,  1847. 

Dear  Friend:  The  general-in-chief  is  upon  the 
point  of  despatch  ing  a courier — now  5 o ’okek,  p.  m 
Wc  have  taken  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy,  and 
four  of  his  positions,  which  he  defended  with  obsti- 
nacy, and  every  height  and  every  ravine  of  which 
they  furiously  disputed.  We  have  lost  many  field 
and  other  officers,  out  of  proportion  to  the  number 
of  soldiers,  and  w a have  taken  from  the  enemy  two 
flags  and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  There  are  very 
lew  prisoners — lour,  1 believe  the  rest  are  dead. 

Our  troops  are  perishing  from  hunger  and  thirst. — 
They  have  not  drank  water  in  two  days,  and  have 
eaten  nothing  since  the  day  they  were  at  Incarnation 
and  a slice  of  roasted  meat  at  La  Vaca. 

I am  much  afraid  least  this  cause  should  disperse 
us  to-night,  since  the  soldiers  are  already  scattering, 
and  we  have  seen  bodies  of  them  fighting  and  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  whereever  they  thought  there 
was  water,  caring  for  nothing;  and  we  have  seen 
them  disputing  among  themselves,  totally  indif- 


ferent to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  for  a piece  of  ham 
found  upon  the  dead  Yankees.  This  night  is  a fear- 
ful one  for  the  republic,  since  I dread  lest  we  should 
become  disbanded.  In  conclusion,  dear  friend,  there 
now  remains  but  little  to  be  done,  because  we  have 
been  pursuing  the  enemy  all  day  long  with  the  bay- 
onet, and  to  morrow  Ibey  will  be  finished.  They 
killed  the  horse  of  the  general-in-chicf  with  a grape 
shot. 

Mdilion,  or  Postscript,  24//i — Since  closing  my  letter, 
(he  general-in-chief,  convinced  wilhont  doubt, 
• hat  the  army,  will  disband  unless  it  can  obtain  food, 
and  procure  water,  has  ordered  its  march  to  Agua 
Nueva  where  lliero  are  some  cattle  and  water — wa- 
ter, which  is  before  every  thing  else. 

it  is  vrry  cruel,  dear  L.,  that  which  we  have  suf- 
fered. We  have  lost  about  a llioiisand  men  and  many 
officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  our  Lombardini 
among  the  rest. 

It  is  tlie  first  action  which  the  republic  lias  fought 
on  a large  scale  and  obstinately.  It  begun  at  five 
minutes  past  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  22nd. 
They  attacked  us  on  our  right  and  were  repulsed  at 
6 o’clock.  On  the  23rd  they  returned  to  the  charge, 
at  the  same  point,  before  6 o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  were  driven  back  a league  and  a quarter  to  Bue- 
na Vista,  the  different  conflicts  which  we  had  with 
them  being  concluded  at  6 in  the  evening. 

From  a letter,  dated  Feb.  24f/i. — We  have  gained  a 
bloody  battle,  and  taken  from  the  enemy  standards 
and  artillery.  They  have  come  to  demand  a peace, 
and  they  have  been  answered  by  the  general-in-chief, 
‘‘that  until  the  whole  republic  is  evacuated  by  them 
he  will  not  listen  to  them.”  (Here  follow  the  names 
of  some  of  the  officers  killed.) 

General  Jaugni  writes  me,  ank  says  that  the  fol- 
lowing officers  have  been  killed.  The  brave  Colonel 
Fiancisco  Berra,  the  lieutenant  colouel  of  thh  1st 
regiment;  Col.  Pepe,  of  the  2J  light  cavalry;  the 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  11th  infantry,  and  who 
knows  how  many  have  met  the  same  fate.  The  fol- 
lowing are  wounded:  Gen.  Lombardini,  the  colonel 
of  the  3d  cavalry  and  the  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  5th  ca- 
valry. 

Extract  from  a private  letter,  dated  Fib.  23. — At  the 
moment  of  writing  (12  o’clock  of  the  day)  we  are 
returning  from  Angostura,  where  we  beat  Taylor 
all  day  yesleiday,  taking  from  them  many  points 
among  the  heights  almost  inaccessible,  and  doing  so 
repeatedly,  until  our  troops  remained  at  night  estab- 
lished in  the  position  fiom  which  we  had  driven  them 
by  main  force.  We  took  from  them  three  guns, 
killed  many  of  their  troops.  Our  soldiers  engaging 
them  again  and  again. 

I would  not  desire  to  speak  to  you  of  those  killed 
of  whom  we  have  lost  many  and  among  them  Pepe 
Oronoz,  Pepe  Bonilla,  the  ftlajor  of  Morelia  Berra, 
Asonos,  Liigando,  major  of  huzzars.  There  are 
wounded,  Gen.  Lombardini,  D.  Angel  Guzman,  D. 
Miguel  Gonzales,  and  others. 

To  day  a flag  of  truce  has  come  in  from  Taylor, 
asking  peace.  D.  Antonio  commanded  the  eyes  of 
the  officer  to  be  unbandaged  that  they  might  see  our 
camp,  and  that  if  we  had  countermarched  it  was  for 
want  of  supplies  and  not  for  want  of  courage. 

The  Governor  of  San  Luis  Potosi  issued  the  fol- 
lowing: 

governor’s  address. 

Fellow  countrymen: — Our  army  under  the  orders  of 
his  excellency,  Bnetmerilo  de  la  Patrine,  D. , Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  with  heroic  valor — overcom- 
ing the  inflictions  of  the  most  frightful  sullering, 
struggling  against  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  even 
nature  herself,  which  appeared  to  dispute  the  vic- 
tory with  it — has  severely  punished  our  common  en- 
emy on  the  22d  and  23rd  instants,  it  has  covered 
itself  with  glory,  its  illustrious  commander  has 
given  new  fame  to  his  country,  he  has  re-conquered 
Its  independence,  so  perfidiously  and  vily  menaced. 
The  pride  of  the  North  Amgneans  has  become  hu- 
miliated, and  our  army  has  restored  the  national 
honor  outraged  at  Resaca  and  Monterey.  The  re- 
public commences  to  day  an  advance  vvhich  will 
make  it  respected  abroad,  and  which  will  bear  it  on, 
without  doubt  that  immortality  destined  for  free  and 
independent  nations.  Our  immense  territory,  usurped 
by  this  vile  ane  detestable  horde,  will  be  restored  to 
us  intact:  not  a single  vile  fool-print  shall  Mare  pol- 
lute our  soil,  an  l the  hero,  the  genius,  the  man 
whom  Heaven  has  bestowed  upon  us  as  a precious 
gilt,  and  the  afflictions  of  the  country,  will  very  soon 
complete  the  sublime  enterprise  which  he  has  com- 
menced. Union,  fellow  countrymen!  eternal  grati- 
tude to  the  illustrious,  renowned  and  well  deserving 
President  Gen.  D.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 
and  the  invincible  army  which  is  fighting  under  hia 
orders  in  defence  of  our  dearest  interests. 

RAMON  AD  AMO. 

San  Luis  Potosi,  Feb.  27,  1847. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS  ISSUED  BT  SANTA  ANNA. 

General  orders  o^'  the  army — 23<?  Feb'ry.,  7 o'clock  al 
niglil — on  the  positions  <f  the  enemy — camp  of  An- 
gostura. 

His  excellency,  the  penersi  in-chief  of  the  army 
directs  me  to  announce  to  the  generals,  field  and 
company  officers,  and  the  soldiers  which  compose  it. 
that  he  has  witnessed  with  satisfaction  the  gallant 
bearing  of  each  one  of  them  during  the  day  of  com- 
bat which  we  have  had  with  the  invading  forces  of 
North  America.  Such  bearing  is  worthy  of  the 
soldiers  of  a people  who  desire  to  be  free;  and  the 
ground  which  we  now  occupy,  on  which  the  enemy 
was  just  now  posted,  the  places  of  artillery  and  the 
colors  we  have  taken,  and  the  thousand  corpses  of 
the  enemy  whirh  are  scattered  around  us,  will  al- 
ways be  evidence  of  the  valor  of  the  soldiers  of 
Mexico. 

His  excellency  also  directs  me  to  say,  that  in  testi- 
mony of  the  brave  deeds  of  his  subordinates,  he  will 
present  them  to  the  nation  and  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment with  his  commendation;  and  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  fatigues  of  these  days,  and  the  scarcity  of 
provisions  which  the  troops  are  suffering,  that  he  will 
direct  them  to  be  so  disposed  that  they  may  recover 
themselves  so  as  to  conclude  with  glory  the  enterprise 
so  brilliantly  commenced . He  directs  that  this  order 
shall  be  communicated  to  the  army  in  a general  order 
extraordinary.  By  command  of  his  excellency;  M. 
Micheltobena. 


BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

A much  more  minute  and  satisfactory  account  of 
the  “incidents”  of  a battle  is  often  derived  from  un- 
ofiScial  than  from  official  reports.  Fuller  accounts — 
better  written  particulars  of  a war  never  were  so 
generally,  speedily,  and  accurately  spread  abroad 
since  wars  began,  than  have  been  of  the  existing  one 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States. 

The  New  Orleans  Delta  of  the  27th  ult.,  contains 
some  particulars  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  de- 
rived from  Major  Coffee,  one  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  aids. 
We  annex  a few  of  them: 

“On  the  21st  the  enemy  were  descried,  approaching 
over  the  distant  hills.  At  their  appearance  the  vo- 
lunteers raised  a great  shout,  and  gave  three  tremen- 
dous cheers.  Their  engineers  and  officers  were  seen 
flying  over  the  field,  and  dragging  their  cannon  about 
to  get  them  into  position;  but  the  nature  of  the  ground 
did  not  favor  the  undertaking,  and  it  was  late  in  the 
day  before  the  big  guns  began  to  open. 

The  enemy  had  with  them  thirty  two  cannon, 
mostly  of  large  calibre.  Their  fire  though  kept  up 
very  briskly,  and  apparently  well  manned,  did  so 
little  execution  in  our  ranks  that  it  was  not  consider- 
ed necessary  to  return  their  fire.  Our  cannon  were 
therefore  silent  the  whole  of  the  21st.  Eight  or  ten 
killed  and  wounded  were  the  extent  of  the  casual- 
ties sustained  by  our  army  on  the  21st.  During  the 
day  an  officer  approached  our  lines  with  a flag  of 
truce,  and  requested  to  be  shown  to  General  Taylor 
— The  brave  old  man  was  sitting  quietly  on  his  old 
white  charger,  with  his  leg  over  the  pommel  of  the 
saddle,  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  when 
the  Mexican  officer  was  presented. 

In  a very  courteous  and  graceful  manner  the  officer 
stated  that  “he  had  been  sent  by  his  excellency  Gen. 
Santa  Anna,  to  his  excellency  Gen.  Taylor,  to  in- 
quire, in  the  most  respectful  manner,  what  he  [Gen. 
Taylor]  was  waiting  for.”  From  the  silence  ol 
Gen.  Taylor’s  batteries,  and  the  quiet  manner  in 
which  he  received  Santa  Anna’s  terrific  cannonad- 
ing, the  Mexicans  supposed  he  was  asking  a very 
pertinent  question,  to  which,  however,  old  Rough 
and  Ready  gave  the  very  pertinent  reply  that  “he 
was  only  waiting  for  General  Santa  Anna  to  surren- 
der.” 

The  Mexican  returned  hastily  to  his  lines. 

This  message  proved  to  be  a ruse  to  ascertain  which 
Gen.  Taylor’s  position  was,  for  after  the  return  of 
the  Mexican  officer  to  his  own  ranks  the  whole  Mex- 
ican battery  seemed  to  open  upon  Gen.  Taylor’s  po- 
sition, and  the  balls  flew  oier  and  about  him  like 
hail.  Utterly  iudifferent  to  the  perils  of  his  situa- 
tion, there  sat  the  old  chief,  on  his  conspicuous  white 
horse,  peering  through  his  spy  glass  at  the  long  lines 
of  Mexican  troops  that  could  be  seen  at  a great  dis- 
tance on  the  maich. 

The  persuasion  of  his  aids  could  not  induce  him 
to  abandon  his  favorable  point  fur  observation,  nor 
to  give  up  his  white  liorse.  To  the  suggestion  of 
his  staff  that  old  Whitey  was  rather  too  conspicuous 
a charge,  lor  the  commander,  he  replied  that  “the 
old  fellow  had  missed  the  fun  at  Monterey,  on  ac- 
count of  a sore  foot,  and  he  was  determined  he  should 
have  his  share  this  time.” 

Speaking  of  the  engagement  on  the  32d,  the  Della 
•ays— 


The  broken  nature  of  the  ground  divided  the 
forces,  so  that  instead  of  one  general  engagement, 
the  regiments  were  compelled  in  a great  measure  to 
fight  on  their  own  hook.  Our  officers  were  always 
in  the  advance,  leading  their  troops,  hence  the  great 
mortality  among  tham.  In  this  general  melee,  one  of 
our  small  regiments,  of  400  men,  would  be  attacked 
by  a whole  Mexican  brigade  of  several  thousand. — 
Thus  the  Kentucky  infantry  was  attacked  at  the  foot 
of  a hill,  in  a deep  ravine,  by  an  immense  force  of 
the  enemy. 

A large  number  of  the  officer*  were  killed  here — 
among  them  was  Col.  McKee,  who  fell  badly  wound- 
ed, and  was  immediately  despatched  by  the  enemy, 
who  pierced  him  with  their  bayonets  aa  he  lay  on 
the  ground.  Lieut.  Col.  Clay  was  shot  through  the 
thigh,  and  being  unable  to  walk,  was  taken  up  and 
carried  some  dis'ance  by  some  of  his  men,  but  owing 
to  the  steepness  of  the  hill,  the  men  finding  it  very 
difficult  to  carry  him,  and  the  enemy  in  great  nuna- 
bers  pressing  upon  them,  the  gallant  lieiit.  colonel 
begged  them  to  leave  him  on  the  field;  the  last  that 
was  seen  of  this  noble  officer  he  was  lying  on  his 
back,  fighting  with  his  sword  the  enemy  who  were 
stabbing  him  with  their  bayonets. 

The  veteran  Capt.  William  S.  Willis  of  the  same 
regiment,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  with  three 
stalwart  sons  who  fought  at  his  side,  was  badly 
wounded,  but  still  continued  the  fight,  until  he  was 
overcome  with  the  loss  of  blood.  In  the  meantime 
the  Indiana  brigade,  who  were  drawn  out  and  order- 
ed to  charge  the  enemy,  were  seized  with  a panic, 
and  displaying  some  hesitation,  Assistant  Adj’t  Gen 
Lincoln  rushed  to  their  front,  and  whilst  upbraiding 
them  for  their  cowardice,  was  shot,  several  balls 
passing  through  his  body.  In  justice  to  this  brigade 
it  should  be  slated,  that  they  subsequently  rallied, 
and  fully  redeemed  their  reputation  by  the  most  gal- 
lant and  effective  fighting. 

Colonel  Hardin  led  the  Illinoians  in  very  handsome 
style,  and  the  sturdy  “suckers”  fought  like  lions. — 
Their  intrepid  colonel  fell  wounded,  and  experienc- 
ed the  fate  of  Colonels  McKee  and  Clay,  and  was 
killed  by  the  enemy — not,  however,  before  he  had 
killed  one  of  the  cowardly  miscreants  with  a pistol, 
which  he  fired  whilst  lying  on  the  ground. 

Col.  Yell  led,  the  foremost  man,  a charge  of  his 
mounted  volunteers  against  a large  body  of  lancers, 
and  was  killed  by  a lance,  which  entered  his  mouth 
and  tore  off  one  side  of  his  face. 

The  Mississippians,  the  heroes  of  Monterey,  after 
doing  hard  duty  as  skirmishers,  were  ordered  into 
line  to  receive  a charge  of  cavalry,  which  they  did 
with  their  rifles  delivering  at  the  same  time  a most 
destructive  fire  among  the  crowded  columns  of  cav- 
alry. The  enemy  were  completely  repulsed.  The 
distinguished  commander  of  this  gallant  regiment, 
Colonel  Jefferson  Davis,  was  badly  wounded,  an  es- 
copette  ball  having  entered  his  foot  and  passed  out 
ol  his  leg.  He  was,  however,  doing  well  when  last 
heard  from.  The  chivalrous  Lieut.  Col.  M’Clung 
was  prevented  from  doing  his  share  of  the  brave 
deeds  of  this  brilliant  fight,  by  the  grievous  wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  Monterey,  wbieh  still  con- 
fines him  to  his  bed,  and  from  which  it  is  much 
feared  by  his  best  friends  he  will  never  recover. 

Col.  Humphrey  Marshall’s  splendid  regiment  of 
Kentucky  cavalry  were  impatient  for  an  opportunity 
of  showing  their  mettle,  and  avenging  the  capture  of 
their  brethren,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. — 
They  were  so.  n favored  wilh  the  desired  opportuni- 
ty, by  the  approach  of  a force  of  more  than  2,000 
lancers  and  hassars,  who  gallantly  charged  them. — 
The  Kentuckyans  stood  their  ground  wflh  immova- 
ble steadiness,  and  receiving  the  enemy  with  a fire 
from  their  carbines,  charged  in  the  most  gallant  style 
through  the  column  on  the  right,  and  wheeling,  fell 
on  their  left,  dispersing  and  killing  many  of  them. — 
A like  charge  was  made  by  Col.  May,  at  the  head  of 
a squadron  of  dragoons,  and  one  of  Arkansas  caval- 
ry, against  a large  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  with 
like  results. 

As  to  the  flags  Santa  Anna  boasts  of  having  taken, 
they  are,  very  probably,  mere  company  markers, 
w Inch  were  dropped  on  the  field  and  picked  up  by  the 
valiant  Mexicans.  His  excellency,  of  the  war  de- 
partment, to  whom  Santa  Anna  has  sent  these  tro- 
phies, will  no  doubt  be  sorely  disappointed  in  the 
size,  texture,  and  beauty  of  these  standards.  Mexi- 
can pride  is  easily  satisfied  when  such  feeble  me- 
mentoes of  their  prowess  and  valor  as  these  console 
them  for  so  inglorious  a defeat. 

All  the  offu  ers  on  our  side,  in  this  hard-fought 
battle  distinguished  themselves.  The  details  of  the 
battle  were  confided  to  Gen.  Wool,  who  nobly  justi- 
fied the  confidence  of  Ins  commander  and  brother 
veteran,  by  the  most  active,  zealous,  efficient  and 
gallant  conduct.  'J  hroughoiit  the  whole  action  he 
was  constantly  engaged  in  the  disposition  of  our 
forces,  and  in  rallying  them  to  the  onset.  It  was  a 


miracle  that  he  escaped  the  thick  flying  balls  which 
thinned  the  ranks  he  was  marshalling.  There  was 
but  one  complaint  made  against  him  and  that  was, 
that  he  expo.«ed  himself  loo  much.  Brig.  Gen.  Lane, 
also,  showed  himself  to  be  a brave  and  capable  offi- 
cer.  Although  wounded  early  in  the  action,  he  kept 
his  horse  until  it  cloied,  and  never  for  a moment  left 
his  post. 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  3d  says: 

“A  note,  addressed  by  Ass’t  Adjutant  Bliss,  from 
General  Taylor’s  army,  mentions  the  fact  that  the 
general  received  two  balls  during  the  battle;  one 
passed  through  the  cuff  of  his  coat,  the  other  through 
the  front.” 

The  following  account  of  the  bsttle  is  extraeted 
from  the  Wcio  Orleans  Tropic,  of  the  30th  March.  It 
partakes  far  too  much  of  the  figurative,  for  either  a 
military  report  or  a historical  account,  but  gives  a 
graphic  description  of  the  field  of  operation,  and 
details  more  fully  the  chain  of  incidents  than  any 
of  the  other  accounts  yet  received.  The  Picayune 
states  that  it  was  written  “by  an  aocomplished  gen- 
tleman who  shared  in  the  honors  and  perils  of  the 
fight.”  M e should  suspect  from  the  general  tenor  of 
the  article,  that  it  was  penned  by  one  that  is  or  has 
been  in  the  regular  army,  attached  probably  to  the  ar- 
tillery, and  who  full  of  the  esprit  du  coips  had  difficulty 
in  preserving  a due  impartiality  to  parcelling  out  the 
honors  won,  or  consideration  for  errors  committed 
in  the  field  of  action.  His  reference  to  the  Indiana 
and  Arkansas  volunteer  corps  we  hope  may  turn  out 
to  be  chargeable  to  these  prejudices. 

Camp  at  Buena  Vista,  February  24,  1847. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  intelligence  reached 
Gen.  Taylor  at  his  camp,  on  the  hill  overlooking 
Saltillo  from  the  south,  that  Santa  Anna,  whose  pre- 
sence in  our  vicinity  had  been  reported  for  several 
days,  was  advancing  upon  our  main  body,  stationed 
near  Rancho  San  Juan  de  Buena  Vista,  about  seven 
miles  from  Saltillo,  he  general  immediately  mov- 
ed forward  wilh  May’s  squadron  of  Dragoons,  Sher- 
man’s and  Bragg’s  batteries  of  artillery,  and  the 
Mississippi  regiment  of  riflemen  under  Col.  Davis, 
and  arrived  at  the  position  which  he  had  selected 
for  awaiting  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  about  11 
o’clock.  The  lime  and  the  place,  the  hour  and  the 
man  seemed  to  promise  a glorious  celebration  of  the 
day.  It  was  the  22J  of  February,  the  anniversary 
of  that  day  on  which  the  God  of  battles  gave  to  free- 
dom its  noblest  champion,  to  patriotism  its  purest 
model,  to  America  a preserver,  and  to  the  world  the 
nearest  realization  of  human  perfection;  for  pane- 
gyric sinks  before  the  name  of  Washington. 

The  morning  was  bright  and  bcauiiiul.  Not  a 
cloud  floated  athwart  the  firmament  or  dimmed  the 
azure  of  the  sky,  and  the  flood  of  golden  radiance 
which  gilded  the  mountain  lops  and  poured  over  the 
valleys,  wrought  light  and  shade  into  a thousand 
fantastic  forms.  A soft  breeze  swept  down  from  the 
mountains,  rolling  into  graceful  undulations  the  ban- 
ner of  the  republic,  which  was  proudly  streaming 
from  the  flag  staff  ol  the  fort  and  from  the  towers 
and  battlements  of  Saltillo,  i'lie  omens  were  all  in 
our  favor. 

In  the  choice  of  his  position  Gen.  Taylor  exhibited 
the  same  comprehensive  sagacity  and  masterly  coup 
d'(Bil  which  characterized  bis  dispositions  at  Resaca 
de  la  Palma,  and  winch  crowned  triumphantly  all 
1)13  operations  amid  She  blazing  lines  of  Monterey. — 
The  mountains  rise  on  either  side  of  an  irregular 
and  broken  valley,  about  three  miles  in  width,  dolled 
over  w ith  bills  and  ridges,  and  scarred  wilh  broad 
and  winding  ravines.  The  mam  road  lies  along  Ihe 
course  of  an  arroyo,  ihe  bed  of  w bich  is  now  so  deep 
as  to  form  an  almost  impassable  barrier,  while  the 
other  side  is  bounded  by  precipitous  elevalious, 
elevations,  stretching  perpendicularly  towards  the 
mountains,  and  separated  by  broad  gullies,  until  they 
mingle  into  one  at  the  base  of  the  principal  range. 
On  the  right  ol  the  narrowest  point  of  the  roadway 
a battalion  of  the  first  Illinois  regiment,  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Weatherford,  was  stationed  in  a small 
trench,  extending  to  the  natural  ravine,  while  on 
the  opposite  height,  the  main  body  ol  the  regiment 
under  Col.  Hardin  was  posted,  with  a single  piece  of 
artillery  from  Capt.  Washington’s  battery.  The  pest 
of  honor  on  the  extreme  right  was  assigned  to  Bragg’s 
artillery,  bis  supported  by  the  second  regiment  of 
Kentucky  fool  undei  Col.  McKee,  the  lell  flank  of 
which  rested  upon  the  arroyo.  Wasliington’s  battery 
occupied  a position  ininiedialely  in  front  ol  the  nar- 
row point  ol  the  roadway,  in  rear  ot  which,  and 
somewnal  to  the  left,  on  another  tieight,  the  second 
Illinois  regiment,  under  Col.  Bissell,  was  posted. 
Next  on  the  left,  the  Indiana  brigade,  under  Gen. 
Lane  deployed,  while  on  the  extreme  Icll  the  Ken- 
tucky cavalry  under  Col.  Mar=hall,  occupied  a posi- 
tion directly  under  the  frowning  summits  ol  the 
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mountains.  The  two  squaJrons  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond dragoons,  and  the  Arkansas  cavalry  under  Col. 
Yell,  were  posted  in  rear,  ready  for  any  service 
which  the  exigencies  of  the  day  might  require. 

These  dispositions  had  been  made  for  some  time, 
when  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  in  the  distance, 
and  the  clouds  of  dust  which  rolled  up  before  him 
gave  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  numbers  were  not 
unworthy  the  trial  of  strength  upon  which  we  were 
about  to  enter.  p]e  arrived  upon  his  position  in 
immense  masses,  and  with  forces  sufficiently  nume- 
rous to  have  commenced  the  attack  at  once,  had  he 
been  as  confident  of  success  as  it  subsequently  ap- 
peared he  was  solicitous  for  our  safety.  The  first 
evidence  directly  afforded  us  of  the  presence  of  Santa 
Anna  was  a white  flag,  which  was  dimly  =een  flutter- 
ing in  the  breeze,  and  anon  Surgeon  Gen.  Linden- 
berg,  of  the  Mexican  army,  arrived,  bearing  a beau- 
tiful emblem  of  benevolent  bravado  and  Christian 
charity,  it  was  a missive  from  Santa  Anna,  sug- 
gested by  considerations  for  our  personal  comfort, 
which  has  placed  us  under  lasting  obligations,  pro- 
posing to  Gen.  Taylor  terms  of  unconditional  sur- 
render; promising  good  treatment;  assuring  us  that 
his  force  amounted  to  upvards  of  20,000  men;  that 
onr  defeat  was  inevitable,  and  that,  to  spare  the 
efl’usion  of  blood,  his  proposition  should  be  complied 
with.  Strange  to  say,  the  American  general  showed 
the  greatest  ingratitude;  evinced  no  appreciation 
whatever  of  Santa  Anna’s  kindness,  and  informed 
him  that  whether  liis  force  amounted  to  20,000  or 
50,000,  it  was  equally  a matter  of  indifference;  the 
terms  of  adjustment  must  be  arranged  by  gunpowder. 

The  messenger  returned  to  his  employer,  and  we 
waited  in  silence  to  hear  the  war  of  his  artillery. — 
Hours  rolled  by  witnoul  any  .movement  on  his  part, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  Mexican  commander,  griev- 
ed at  our  stubbornness,  was  almost  disposed  to  re- 
trace his  steps,  as  if  determined  to  have  no  further 
intercourse  with  such  ungrateful  audacity.  At  length 
he  mustered  resolution  to  open  a fire  from  a mortar, 
thro'v  ing  several  shells  into  our  camp  without  ex- 
ecution. While  this  wa,s  going  on  Capt.  Steen,  of 
the  first  dragoons,  with  a single  man,  started  towards 
a hill  on  which  the  Mexican  general  appeared  to  be 
stationed  with  his  slafi;  but  before  he  completed  the 
ascent  tiic  party  vanished  and  when  tie  reached  the 
top  be  discovered  that  two  regiments  had  thrown 
themselves  into  squares  to  resist  his  cliarge.  The 
captain’s  gravity  W'as  overcome  by  tins  opposition, 
and  he  returned. 

Just  before  dark  a number  of  Santa  Anna’s  infan- 
try had  succeeded  in  gelling  a position  high  up  the 
mountains  on  our  left,  from  which  they  could  make 
a noise  without  exposing  themselves  to  much  dan- 
ger, and  el  a distance  of  three  hundred  yards  opened 
a most  tremendous  fire  upon  Col.  Marshall’s  regi- 
meul.  This  was  returned  by  two  of  bis  companies, 
which  were  dismounted  and  detached  for  llis  pur- 
pose as  soon  as  they  could  arrive  within  a neigh- 
borly range.  The  skirmishing  continued  until  after 
daik,  with  no  result  to  us  save  the  wounding  of  three 
men  very  slightly. 

During  the  night  a Mexican  prisoner  was  taken, 
who  reported  Santa  Anna’s  force  at  consisting  of 
fifteen  pieces  of  artillery,  including  some  24  pounders, 
six  tliousand  cai airy,  and  fifteen  thousand  infantry, 
thus  confirming  the  statement  of  his  superior. 

The  firing  on  our  extreme  left,  which  soon  ceased 
after  sunset  on  the  22J,  was  renewed  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  at  an  early  hour.  This  was  accompa 
nied  by  quick  discharges  of  artillery  from  the  same 
quarter,  the  Mexicans  having  established  during  the 
niglil  a 12  pounder  on  a point  at  the  base  of  the 
monniain,  which  commanded  any  position  which 
could  be  taken  by  us.  'I'o  counteract  the  eU'ect  of 
this  piece,  Lieut.  O’Brien,  4th  artillery,  was  detach- 
ed with  tliree  pieces  of  Washington’s  battery,  having 
with  him  Lienienant  Bryan,  ol  the  Topographical 
Engineers,  H ho,  hav ing  planted  a few  shells  in  the 
midst  ol  tlie  enemy ’b  gunners,  for  the  time  ett’ectually 
silenced  his  flie. 

From  the  movements  soon  perceptible  along  the 
left  of  our  line,  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was 
attempting  to  turn  that  flank,  and  for  this  purpose 
had  concentrated  a large  body  of  cavalry  and  infan- 
try on  his  right.  Tlie  base  of  the  mountain  around 
which  these  troops  were  winding  their  way,  seemed 
girdled  with  a belt  of  steel,  as  their  gliUeniig  sabres 
and  polished  lances  flashed  back  the  beams  of  the 
morning  sun.  Sherman’s  and  Bragg’s  batteries  were 
immediately  ordered  to  the  left;  Col.  Bissell’s  regi 
mcnl  occupied  a position  between  them,  while  Col. 
McKee’s  Kentuckians  were  transferred  from  the 
right  of  our  line,  so  as  to  hold  a position  near  tlie 
centre.  The  second  Indiana  regiment,  under  Col. 
Bowles,  was  placed  on  onr  extreme  left,  nearly  per- 
pendicular to  tlie  direction  of  our  line,  so  as  to  op- 
pose, by  a direct  fire,  the  flank  movement  of  the  en- 
emy. These  dispositions  having  been  promptly  ef- 


fected, the  artillery  of  both  armies  opened  its  fires, 
and  simnllaneously  the  Mexican  infantry  commen- 
ced a rapid  and  extended  discharge  upon  our  line, 
from  the  left,  to  McKee’s  regiment.  Our  artillery 
belched  forth  its  thunders  with  tremendous  effect, 
while  the  Kentuckians  returned  the  fire  of  the  Mex- 
ican infantry  with  great  steadiness  and  success; — 
their  field  officers,  McKee,  Clay  and  Fry,  passing 
along  their  line,  animating,  and  encouraging  the  men, 
by  precept  and  example.  The  second  Illinois  legi- 
raent,  also  received  the  enemy’s  fire  with  great  firm- 
ness, and  returned  an  ample  equivalent.  While  this 
fierce  conflict  was  going  on,  the  main  body  of  Col 
Hardin’s  regiment,  moved  to  the  right  of  the  Ken- 
tuckians, and  the  representatives  of  each  state,  seem- 
ed to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  hdnorable  ambition 
of  doing  the  best  service  for  their  country.  BoUi 
regiments  gallantly  sustained  their  positions,  and 
won  unfading  laurels.  The  veterans  of  Austerlitz, 
could  not  have  exhibited  more  courage,  coolness  and 
devotion. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  been 
stealthily  pursuing  its  way  along  the  mountain,  and 
though  our  artillery  had  wrought  great  havoc  among 
its  numbers,  the  leading  squadrons  had  passed  the 
extreme  points  of  danger,  and  were  almost  in  posi- 
tion to  attack  us  in  the  roar.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment, the  Indiana  regiment  turned  upon  its  proper 
front,  and  commenced  an  inglorious  flight.  Tlie  ef- 
forts of  Col.  Bowles  to  bring  it  into  position  were 
vain,  and  over  hills  and  ravines  they  pursued  their 
shameful  career  to  the  great  delight  of  the  enemy, 
who  rent  the  air  with  shouts  of  triumph  Several 
officers  of  General  Taylor’s  staff,  immediately  dash- 
ed off,  to  arrest,  if  possible,  tfie  retreating  regiment 
and  restore  it  again  to  reputation  and  to  duty.  Ma- 
jor Dix,  of  the  pay  department,  formerly  of  the  7lh 
infantry,  was  the  first  to  reach  the  deserters,  and 
seizing  the  colors  of  the  regiment,  appealed  to  the 
men,  to  know  whether  they  had  determined  todesert 
them.  He  was  answered  by  three  cheers,  showing 
that  though  the  men  had  little  disposition  to  become 
heroes  themselves,  they  were  not  unmindful  of  an 
act  of  distinguished  gallantry  on  the  part  of  another. 
A portion  of  the  regiment  immediately  rallied  around 
him,  and  was  reformed  by  the  officers.  Dix,  in  per- 
son, then  led  them  towards  the  enemy  until  one  of 
the  men  volunteered  to  take  the  flag.  The  party 
returned  to  the  field,  and  though  not  in  time  to  re- 
pair the  disaster  which  their  flight  had  created,  to 
retrieve  in  a slight  degree,  the  character  of  the  state. 
While  the  day,  however,  by  this  disgraceful  panic, 
was  fast  going  against  us,  the  artillery  was  advanced, 
its  front  extended,  and  different  sections  and  pieces 
under  Sherman,  Bragg,  O’Brien,  Thomas  Reynolds, 
Kilburn,  French,  and  Bryan,  were  working  such 
carnage  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  as  to  make  his 
columns  roll  to  and  fro,  like  ships  upon  the  billows. 
His  Iriumpli,  at  the  Indiana  retreat,  was  but  for  a 
momeni,  and  his  shouts  of  joy,  were  soon  followed 
by  groans  of  anguish,  and  the  shrieks  of  expiring 
hundreds. 

Washinglon’sbattery  on  the  right,  had  now  open- 
ed its  fire,  and  driven  back  a large  party  of  lancers, 
advancing  in  that  direction.  Along  the  entire  line, 
the  battle  raged  with  great  fury.  'I'wenty-one-thou- 
sand  of  the  victims  of  Mexican  oppression  and  the 
myimidons  of  Mexican  despotism,  were  arrayed 
against  five  thousand  Americans,  sent  lorlh  to  con- 
quer a peace.  Ttie  discharges  of  the  infantry  fol- 
lowed each  other  r.iore  rapidly  than  the  sounds  of 
the  Swiss  bell  ringers  in  the  fierce  fervor  of  a finale, 
and  the  volleys  of  artillery  reverberated  through  the 
mountains  like  the  thunders  of  an  Alpine  storm. 

The  myriads  of  Mexican  cavalry  still  pressed  for- 
ward on  our  left,  and  threatened  a charge  iipjn  the 
Mississippi  rifles,  under  Col.  Davis,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  support  the  Indiana  regiment,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  preserving  a fragment  of  it  in  position. — 
Col  Davis,  immediately  threw  hts  command  into  the 
form  ol  a V,  the  opening  towards  the  enemy,  and 
awaited  his  advance.  On  he  came  dashing  with  all 
the  speed  of  Mexican  horses,  but  whea  he  arrived  at 
tliat  point  from  which  could  be  seen  the  whiles  of 
his  <;yes,  both  lines  poured  forth  a sheet  of  lead  that 
scatiered  him  like  ciiatt',  felling  many  a gallant  steed 
to  the  earth,  and  sending  scores  of  riders  to  the  sleep 
that  knows  no  waking. 

While  the  dispersed  Mexican  cavalry  were  rally- 
ing, the  3d  Indiana  regiment,  under  Col.  Lane,  was 
ordered  to  join  Col.  Davis,  supported  by  a consider- 
able body  of  horse.  About  this  time,  from  some 
uukiiown  reason,  our  wagon  train  displayed  its  length 
along  the  Saltilloroad,  and  offered  a conspicuous  prize 
lor  the  Mexican  lancers,  which  they  seemed  not 
unwilling  to  appropriate.  Fortunately,  Lieut.  Ruck- 
er, with  a squadron  of  the  1st  dragoons,  Cupt.  Steen 
having  tteen  previously  wounded  and  Capt.  Euslis 
confined  to  his  bed  by  illness,)  was  present,  and  by 
order  of  Gen.  Taylor,  d»=t'<''t  •’  •t'em  iu  a most 


brilliant  .style,  dispersing  them  by  his  charge,  as  ef- 
fectually as  the  previous  fire  of  the  Mississippi  rifle- 
ncn. 

May’s  dragoons,  with  a squadron  of  Arkansas  cav- 
alry under  Capt.  Pike,  and  supported  by  a single 
pieoe  of  artillery,  under  Lieut.  Reynolds,  now  claim- 
ed their  share  in  the  discussion,  and  when  the  Mex- 
icans had  again  assembled,  they  had  to  encounter 
another  shock  from  the  two  squadrons,  besides  a 
fierce  fire  of  grape  from  Reynold’s  6 pounder.  The 
lancers  once  more  rallied  and  directing  their  course 
towards  the  Saltillo  road,  were  met  by  the  remain- 
der of  Col.  Yell’s  regiment  and  Marshall’s  Kentuc- 
kians,  who  drove  them  towards  the  mountains  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley,  where,  from  their 
appearance  when  last  visible,  it  may  be  presumed, 
they  are  still  running.  In  this  precipitate  movement, 
they  were  compelled  to  pass  through  a rancho,  in 
which  many  of  our  valiant  comrades  had  previously 
taken  refuge,  who,  from  this  secure  retreat,  opened 
quite  an  effective  fire  upon  them. 

It  is  reported,  moreover,  that  hundreds  of  the 
Arkansas  cavalry  were  so  well  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult of  this  single  effort,  that  they  deemed  it  unne- 
cessary to  make  another,  and  accordingly  kept  on 
their  way  to  town,  and  there  reported  Gen.  Taylor 
in  full  retreat. 

At  this  time  the  Mexican  force  was  much  divided, 
and  the  fortunes  of  the  day  were  with  us.  Santa 
Anna  saw  the  crisis,  and  by  craft  and  cunning  sought 
to  avert  it.  He  sent  a white  flag  to  General  Taylor, 
desiring  to  know  “wliat  iie  wanted.”  This  was  at 
once  believed  to  be  a mere  ruse  to  gain  lime  and  re- 
collect his  men;  but  the  American  General  thought 
fit  to  notice  it,  and  General  Wool  was  deputed  to 
meet  the  representative  of  Santa  Anna,  and  to  say  to 
bim  that  we  “wanted”  peace.  Before  the  interview 
could  be  had,  the  Mexicans  themselves  re  opened 
their  fires — thus  adding  treachery  of  the  highest  or- 
der to  the  other  barbarian  practices  which  distinguish 
their  mode  of  warf-ire.  The  flag,  however,  had  ac- 
complished the  ends  which  its  wiley  originator  de- 
signed; for  though  our  troops  could  have  effectually 
prevented  the  remainder  of  his  cavalry  from  joining 
the  main  body,  it  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
fire,  which,  while  the  parley  lasted,  would  have  been 
an  undoubted  breach  of  faith.  Although  a portion 
of  tiie  lancers  during  this  interim  had  regained  their 
original  position,  a formidable  number  still  remained 
behind.  Upon  these  the  infantry  opened  a brisk  fire, 
wliile  Reynold’s  artillery,  beautifully  served,  hail- 
ed the  grape  and  canister  upon  them  with  terrible 
effect. 

The  craft  of  Santa  Anna  bad  restored  his  courage, 
and  with  his  reinforcement  of  cavalry  he  determined 
to  charge  our  line.  Under  cover  of  their  artillery, 
horse  and  foot  advanced  upon  our  batteries.  These, 
from  the  smallness  of  our  infantry  force,  were  but 
feebly  supported,  yet  by  the  most  brilliant  and  dar- 
ing eflbits  nobly  maintained  their  positions.  Such 
was  the  rapidity  of  their  transitions  that  officers  and 
pieces  seemed  empowered  by  ubiquity,  and  upon  ca- 
valry and  infantry  alike,  wherever  they  appeared, 
they  poured  so  destructive  a fire  as  to  silence  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  compel  his  whole  line  to  fall 
back,  and  soon  to  assume  a sort  of  aauve  qui  peut 
movement,  indicating  anything  but  victory.  Again, 
our  spirits  rose.  The  Mexicans  appeared  thorough- 
ly routed;  and  while  their  regiments  and  divisions 
were  flying  before  us,  nearly  all  our  light  troops 
were  ordered  forward,  and  followed  them  with  a 
most  deadly  fire,  mingled  with  shouts  which  rose 
above  tlie  roar  of  artillery.  In  this  charge  the  first 
Illinois  regiment  and  McKee’s  Kentuckians  were 
foremost.  'I'he  pursuit  was  too  hot,  and,  as  it  evino- 
#d  too  clearly  our  dufioieiicy  in  numbers,  the  Mexi- 
cans, with  a suddenness  which  was  almost  magical, 
rallied  and  returned  upon  us.  They  came  iu  my- 
riads, and  for  a while  the  carnage  was  dreadful  on 
both  sides.  VVe  were  but  a handful  to  oppose  the 
frightful  masses  which  were  liurled  upon  us,  and 
could  have  as  easily  resisted  an  avalanche  of  thun- 
derbolts. We  were  driven  back,  and  the  day  seem- 
ed lost  beyond  redemption.  Victory,  which  a mo- 
ment before  appeared  within  our  grasp,  was  sud- 
denly torn  from  our  standard.  There  was  but 
one  hope,  but  that  proved  an  anchor  sure  and  stead- 
fast. 

While  our  men  were  driven  through  the  ravines, 
at  the  exliemilies  of  which  a body  of  Mexican  lan- 
cers were  stationed  to  pounce  upon  them  like  tigers, 
Brent  and  Whiting  of  Washington’s  battery,  give 
them  such  a torrent  of  grape  as  to  put  them  to  flight, 
and  thus  saved  the  remnants  of  those  brave  legi- 
raenls  which  had  long  borne  the  hottest  portion  of  the 
figiit.  On  the  other  flank,  while  the  Mexicans  came 
rushing  on  like  legions  of  fiends,  the  artillery  was 
left  unsupported,  and  capture  by  the  enemy  seemed 
inevitable;  but  Bragg  and  Thomas  rose  with  the  cri- 
sis, and  eclipsed  even  the  fame  they  won  at  Monts. 
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rey,  while  Sherman,  O’Brien,  and  Brian  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  alliance.  Every  horse 
with  O'Brien’s  battery  was  killed,  and  the  enemy 
had  advanced  to  within  range  of  grape,  sweeping  all 
before  him.  But  here  his  progress  was  arrested, 
and  before  the  showers  of  iron  hail  which  assailed 
him,  squadrons  and  battalions  fell  like  leaves  in  the 
blasts  of  autumn.-  The  Mexicans  were  once  more 
driven  back  with  great  loss,  though  taking  with  them 
the  three  pieces  of  artillery  which  were  without 
b rses. 

Thus  thrice  during  the  day,  when  all  seemed  lost 
but  honor,  did  the  artillery,  by  the  ability  with  which 
it  was  manoeuvred,  roll  back  the  tide  of  success  from 
the  enemy,  and  give  such  overwhelming  destruc- 
tiveness to  its  elfect,  that  the  army  was  saved,  and 
the  glory  of  the  American  arms  maintained.  At  this 
moment,  however,  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that 
while  every  effective  man  was  wanted  on  the  field, 
hundreds,  some  say  thousands,  of  volunteers  had  col- 
lected in  the  rancho  with  the  wagon  train,  whom  no 
efforts  or  entreaties  could  induce  to  join  their  breth- 
ren, neighbors  and  friends,  then  in  the  last  struggle 
for  death  or  victory. 

The  battle  had  now  raged  with  variable  success 
for  nearly  ten  hours,  and,  by  a sort  of  mutual  con- 
sent, after  the  last  carnage  wrought  among  the  Mex- 
icans by  the  artillery,  both  parties  seemed  willing  to 
pause  upon  the  result.  Night  fell,  and  the  American 
General,  with  bis  troops,  slept  upon  the  battle 
ground,  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  resume  operations 
on  the  morrow.  But  ere  the  sun  rose  again  upon 
the  scene  the  Mexicans  had  disappeared,  leaving  be- 
hind them  only  llie  hundreds  of  Uieirdead  and  dying, 
whose  bones  are  to  whiten  their  native  hills,  ami 
whose  moans  of  anguish  were  to  excite  in  their  ene 
mies  that  compassion  wliich  can  have  no  existence  in 
the  bosoms  of  their  friends. 

Throughout  the  action,  Gen'l.  Taylor  was  where 
the  shots  fell  hottest  and  thickest,  two  of  which  pass- 
ed through  his  clothes.  He  constantly  evinced  the 
greatest  quickness  of  conception,  fertility  of  resource, 
and  a cool  unerring  judgment  not  to  be  baffled.  Geii! 
Wool  was  wherever  his  presence  was  required,  sli 
mulating  the  troops  to  activity  and  exeriion.  The 
operations  of  General  Lane  were  confined  to  his  own 
brigade,  and  his  eSbrls  were  worthy  of  better  mate- 
rial for  their  application.  Majoi  Bliss  boro  himself 
with  his  usual  gallantry,  having  his  horse,  as  at  Palo 
Alto,  shot  in  the  head.  Mr.  Crittenden,  a son  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  conspicuous  in  the  field 
as  volunteer  aid  to  General  Taylor;  and  the  Medi- 
cal Director’s  assistant  surgeon,  Hitchcock,  could 
be  sometimes  seen  where  the  bails  fell  fastest,  bind- 
ing up  a wound  or  dressing  a broken  leg,  with  true 
professional  zeal;  and  anon  galloping  with  the  ardor 
of  an  amateur  knight,  conveying  orders  to  diliereiit 
commanders. 

In  this,  as  in  every  case  of  arbitrament  by  the 
sword,  the  laurel  is  closely  entwined  with  the  cy- 
press, and  the  lustre  of  a brilliant  victory  is  darken 
ed  by  the  blood  at  which  it  has  been  purchased.  I 
am  unable  to  slate  our  loss,  but  it  has  been  very  se- 
vere, and  proves  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  to  have 
been  by  far  the  most  terrible  conUict  in  which  our 
troops  have  been  engaged.  Captain  Lincoln,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant  General  to  Gen.  Wool,  fell  early  in  the 
action,  vi'hile  proudly  distinguished  by  his  tfibils  to 
bring  the  flying  regimenl  back  to  their  position,  and 
with  his  last  breath  bore  testimony  against  Indiana 
cowardice.  Col.  Yell  was  pierced  by  a lance  while 
gallantly  leading  his  regiment  against  the  Mexican 
cavalry.  The  noble  Hardin  met  his  death  gloriously 
•while  conducling  the  last  terrible  charge.  Colonel 
KcKee,  alter  baling  gallantly  sustained  the  honor  of 
Kentucky  tliroughoul  the  action,  fell  in  the  foremost 
rank,  anu  Lieut.  Col.  Clay  was  cut  down  at  alinosi 
the  same  moment  with  Hardin  and  McKee,  while 
giving  his  men  the  most  brilliant  example  of  noble 
daring  and  lofty  chivalry. 

Others  have  lallen,  but  their  names  are  not  known 
to  me,  nor  is  it  lor  me  to  pronounce  the  eulogy  ol 
those  ■whose  names  i have  recorded.  Other  and  abler 
pens  will  do  justice  to  the  character  and  memory  of 
the  illustrious  dead,  whose  devotion  to  the  Republic 
they  have  vvritleii  with  their  blood  and  sealed  with 
their  lives.  Lincoln  was  a gallant  officer  and  accom- 
plished gentleman,  of  pure  heart  and  generous  impul 
ses,  and  worthy  ol  his  revolutionary  lineage.  Yell 
was  a warm  Iriend  and  gallant  man,  quick  to  see  the 
right  and  ready  to  pursue  it.  Hardin  was  one  of  na 
lures  noblest  spirits,  a soldier  tried  and  true,  a rare 

union  of  the  best  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart. 

McKee  was  wise  in  council  and  brave  in  the  field 
with  a heart  moved  by  the  tcnderesl  sympathies  and 
■ most  noble  impulses.  And  what  shall  I say  of  Clay 
—the  young,  the  brave,  the  chivalrous— foremost  iii 
the  fight— the  soul  of  every  lofty  senliraenU'— devot- 
ed to  bis  friend*  and  generous  to  his  enemies.'  He 
Itll  in  111  1.0  ir  ( f l.i-  sri((  Ubt iiilucBS,  and  has 


led  no  worthier  name  behind  him.  If  he  was  not 
the  “noblest  Roman  them  all,’’  few  will  deny  that  in 
him — 

“Were  the  elements 

So  mixed,  that  nature  might  stand  up  and  say 
To  all  the  world — this  was  a man.” 

Bat  I cannot  go  on.  Buena  Vista. 

Every  one  will  wish  an  opportunity  of  learning 
particulars  relative  lo  the  regions  at,  and  round  about 
the  spot  made  famous  by  the  last  victory  of  General 
Taylor  over  the  Mexicans.  We  avail  of  the  letters 
of  the  Correspondent  of  the  Missouri  Republican,  as  af- 
fording the  best  written  and  most  graphic  description. 
The  letters  which  follow,  it  will  be  observed,  are 
dated  at  the  place,  and  but  a few  days  before  the 
battle.  Would  for  our  country’s  character,  for  the 
sake  of  humanity  we  could  have  been  spared  the  task 
of  recording  the  horrid  massacre  which  is  detailed 
in  the  last  of  the  three  letters.  It  is  indeed  a tale 
iliat  an  American  must  blush  at  the  worse  than 
savage  enaction  of.  What  a deplorah  e guerrilla  war 
is  ih  is  about  lo  degenerate  into? 

Letters  from  a correspondent  of  the  Missouri  Republican. 

[ Written  before  the  battle.  \ 

Camp  San  Juan  db  Buena  Vista. 

Five  miles  south  of  Saltillo,  Mexico  Jan.  20. 

MEXICAN  CAMPAIGNING. 

This  thing  of  writing  letters  for  publication,  in 
camp,  is  neither  so  pleasant  nor  so  easy  as  might  be 
imagined.  Draw  the  picture  of  a man  of  common 
size  sitting  crossed  legged  en  5 blanket  spread  on 
the  ground,  with  his  portfolio  on  his  knee,  and  an 
old  broken  lantern  holding  a piece  of  candle,  prop- 
ped up  on  a well  worn  leather  trunk  , and  an  earth- 
enware inkstand  on  the  ground  close  by,  covered,  by 
the  by,  with  a small  tent,  in  which  old  boots,  old 
cloths,  old  guns,  swords,  pistols,  are  strewed  around 
m the  back  ground,  all  striving  to  withdraw  them- 
selves frsm  notice — and  you  will  have  an  accurate 
daguerreotype  of  the  writer  and  liis  ranch.  And 
then  there  is  no  such  thing  as  withdrawing  from  the 
noise  of  the  camp,  the  wont  of  book  makers,  whose 
business  is  lo  digest  the  thoughis  of  others;  but  ail  is 
written  in  the  midst  of  the  perplexing  interruptions. 
He  has  commenced  a letter,  and  is  endeavoring  to 
recollect  an  event,  or  perhaps  to  philosophise  on 
some  new  facts  presented  lo  his  notice,  when  in 
walks  the  quartermaster:  “Colonel,  one  of  iny  wag- 
oners is  sick,  and  1 must  have  another  man  detailed 
to  drive  his  w agon.  Very  sorry,  sir,  to  have  lo  make 
the  request  known — the  captains  are  all  mad  about 
taking  their  men  for  wagoners — but  think,  air,  the 
ammunition  will  have  to  be  left  behind,  if  we  don’t 
gel  a driver.” 

The  quartermaster  is  scarcely  despatched,  when 
in  pops  the  head  ol  an  orderly  sergeant;  “Colonel, 
the  butcher  has  sent  up  to  our  company  a quarter  of 
beef  that  is  so  blue  it  looks  like  it  was  dyed  with 
indigo,  and  it  is  stringy  enough  to  make  halters. — 
Just  come  and  see  it.”  A ‘board  of  seventy’  has  to  be 
summoned  to  condemn  the  mean  beef  of  the  rascally 
butcher,  who  is  gelling  seven  cents  a pound  for 
beef,  when  he  is  only  giving  two  or  three  cents  for  it. 

Five  minutes  more,  and  another  sentence  is  half 
finished,  when  in  comes  the  serganl  major  to  inquire 
v^  hether  he  shall  make  a detail  to  go  for  wood  to- 
morrow. “Yes,”  shouts  the  angry  writer,  “detail 
half  the  regiment,  and  order  the  other  half  to  letiiia 
alone  until  I finish  this  letter.” 

Ninety  miles  from  the  Presidio  we  encamped  on 
the  banks  of  the  Almos.  On  the  evening  of  our 
arrival  I did  not  go  down  lo  the  stream;  and  was  told 
by  a stalf  officer  that  it  was  about  seventy  feet  wide, 
and  «e  soon  crossed  it  in  the  morning.  By  the  way, 
these  staff  officers  seem  to  consider  it  a part  of  their 
duly  lo  shorten  distances  and  diminish  obstructions, 
whenever  they  are  inquired  of  on  these  subjects. — 
At  an  early  hour  next  morning,  the  whole  command 
w'as  on  Itie  banks  of  the  Almos,  ready  lo  cross.  But 
the  first  view  of  the  river  dissipated  all  hopes  of  cros- 
sing It  easily.  It  was  seventy  yards  wide,  and  four 
feel  deep,  and  av,epl  downward  with  amusing  velo- 
city, foaming,  roaring,  and  tearing  along  as  though 
it  w ere  dotei  mined  to  prohibit  any  invasion  of  its 
light  and  transparent  waters.  Men  could  not  wade 
it — their  feel  were  swept  from  under  them  in  three 
feet  water,  before  they  had  reached  the  centre  of 
the  current;  neither  mules  nor  horses  could  pull 
tlieir  wagons  across.  It  became  necessary  to  lake 
the  horses  and  mules  from  the  wagons  and  attach 
long  ropes  to  the  wagons,  which  reached  across  the 
stream,  and  men  on  tlie  opposite  side  pulled  them 
across.  By  elevating  the  leading  wagons,  as  had 
been  done  at  the  Rio  Grande,  they  were  safely  taken 
over  with  their  contents.  The  men  crossed  on  the 
wagons  or  by  holding  to  Uiem. 

The  current  of  the  river  was  as  rapid  as  the  Ohio 
at  the  falls  near  Louisville,  or  the  Mississippi  at 


the  rapids.  An  examination  of  it  for  several  miles 
showed  no  decrease  in  its  velocity.  The  volunteers 
took  hold  of  the  ropes  with  alacrity,  and  fairly  woi  k- 
ed  themselves  into  favor  by  llieir  good  conduct  du- 
ring the  day. 

Leaving  a portion  of  the  troops  to  assist  the  pro- 
vision train  across  the  stream,  the  principal  part  of 
the  army,  with  the  baggage  and  ammunition  wagons, 
marched  on  lo  cro'-s  the  Sabinas,  five  miles  distant, 
before  camping.  This  was  found  not  to  be  so  wide, 
but,  if  possible,  more  rapid  than  the  Almos,  with 
quicksands  on  either  bank.  The  men  were  fatigued 
with  the  labor  of  the  morning  when  they  reached  it; 
but  here  was  an  obstacle  still  to  be  overcome  and  with 
redoubled  energy  they  set  lo  work  lo  master  it.  The 
same  course  had  to  be  pursued  in  crossing  the  wagons 
as  at  the  Almos.  Men  and  ropes  were  found  far 
more  serviceable  than  horses  and  mules.  There 
were  not  wagons  sufficient  lo  cross  the  men  on,  and 
a bridge  of  empty  wagons  was  made  across  the  main 
part  of  the  stream  by  fastening  the  wagons  together; 
still  the  men  had  to  wade  to  their  waists  to  get  on 
and  oil'  the  wagons. 

This  » as  bad  enough,  but  the  hardships  of  the  day 
were  aggravated  by  another  circumstance.  It  took 
so  much  lime  lo  cross  over  the  artillery  and  staff 
wagons,  (who  were  given  preference  over  the  vol- 
unteers,) that  more  Ilian  half  the  company  wagons 
of  the  regiment  of  volunteers  had  to  be  left  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  the  troops.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  after  tugging  all  day  at  the  ropes, 
pulling  wagons  over,  and  going  without  any  dinner, 
the  majority  of  the  men  had  to  lie  down  at  night  in 
their  wet  clothes  w ithout  tents,  blankets  or  food. 

Many  were  the  accidents  and  narrow  escapes  of 
the  day.  Several  men  were  washed  away  from  the 
wagons,  and  were  only  saved  by  extraordinary  ex- 
ertions. One  ef  llie  artillerists  was  washed  off 
the  gun  carriage,  and  both  wheels  passed  over  his 
legs,  yet  they  were  not  broken,  as  the  swiftness  of 
the  current  doubtless  prevented  the  whole  weight  of 
the  cannon  from  coming  upon  him.  Several  mules 
were  drowned.  A quartermaster’s  wagon  was  upset 
in  the  Sabinas,  and  his  papers  and  stores  floated 
down  in  admirable  confusion. 

Neither  was  ti.ere  any  wan(  of  commanders;  for 
both  the  generals,  with  all  the  colonels,  the  whole 
staff,  and  all  the  wagon  masters,  were  giving  orders 
at  llie  top  of  their  lungs,  and  with  the  most  violent 
gesticulations.  , 

In  the  midst  of  this  babel  of  orders  and  counter 
orders,  mingled  as  it  was  with  the  roaring  of  the 
mountain  torrent,  the  shouting  of  officers,  and  the 
imprecations  of  wagoners,  Maj.  Warren  quietly 
slipped  oil  to  oi.e  side  amongst  the  bushes  to  take 
the  matier  more  easily.  Under  some  brush  by  the 
side  of  tlie  1 iver,  he  discovered  an  Arkansas  volun- 
teer silting  down,  from  whose  clothes  the  water  was 
still  dripping.  His  head  was  between  liis  knees,  and 
he  was  deeply  soliloquizing. 

“Well,”  said  he,  “if  lliis  is  war,  1 ain’t  in  no 
more.” 

“What  is  the  matter?”  inquired  the  major. 

“Why,”  answered  the  Rackensacker,  “1  was  stan- 
ding on  the  bank  up  there  with  my  hands  in  my 
pockets,  thinking  1 might  as  well  take  it  easy,  as  I 
didn’t  own  any  of  them  wagons,  when  along  comes 
the  general,  and  shouted  out,  ‘what  are  you  doing 
there  on  the  bank,  you  lazy  fellow?  Why  don’t  you 
jump  in  and  help  that  wagoner?’  without  taking  time 
lo  lake  a chaw  of  tobacco,  I pitched  in  like  a frog 
and  seized  hold  of  the  wagon  and  worked  as  hard 
as  if  I had  been  at  a gander  pulling.  .\nd  was  still 
at  it,  a giving  of  orders  equal  lo  the  best  of  them, 
when  here  comes  a general’s  aidercong  and  screaming 
out  ‘What  the  d — I are  you  doing  there  in  the  way?’ 
With  that  I leaped  out  of  the  river  like  a water  dog. 
Now  you  see,  stranger,  I came  here  lo  fight  them 
iMexioans,  and  not  lo  make  a mule  of  myself  lo  haul 
wagons,  and  1 say  again,  if  this  is  war  I ain’t  in  no 
more.” 

Jfear  Saltillo,  Feb.  8th  1847. 

MONCLOVA — ITS  SURRENDER — AND  ITS  INHABITANTS, 

The  Hacienda  Hermanns  is  situated  in  a mountain 
valley  from  thence  to  .Monclova  our  route  ran  through 
valleys;  with  the  liorlson  bordered  on  all  sides  by 
mountains.  Since  that  lime  our  route  has  led  us 
four  hundred  miles  in  Mexico,  and  never  has  the  sun 
reached  his  evening  be  1,  one  single  evening,  without 
Ills  rays  being  intercepted  by  a mountain  peak. 

We  passed  several  ranches,  and  a small  mud  vil- 
lage, and  before  reaching  Monclova,  found  ourselves 
beyond  Ihe  confines  of  grass.  Prickly-pear  and  thorn 
bushes  covered  hill  and  valley. 

On  the  30th  October  we  encamped  near  Monclova. 
We  continued  encamped  in  its  vicinity  for  several 
weeks,  during  which  time  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  town  and  studying  the  manners  and  habits 
of  Its  people. 
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Monclora  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the 
mountains  of  theBolsonde  Mapimis,  and  its  houses 
border  a beautful,  noisy  rirulet,  whose  waters  are 
distributed  through  the  town.  It  contains  about  six 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  is  the  centre  of  a consider- 
able trade.  There  are  thirty  or  forty  stores  in  the 
place,  some  of  which  have  good  stocks  of  goods.  The 
merchants  replenish  their  stock  from  different  places. 
Most  of  their  goods  are  brought  from  Matamoros — 
some  from  San  Luis — others  are  brought  across  the 
continent,  from  Mazatian.  Silks  and  Canton  crapes 
are  not  more  costly  than  in  the  United  States;  but 
woollen  and  cotton  goods  usually  sell  for  twice  the 
price  they  will  command  in  the  villages  in  the  United 
States.  Broadcloths  are  an  exception,  and  bring 
about  the  same  price  as  in  the  United  Slates. 

The  houses  are  built  of  adobes,  one  story  high.  The 
streets  are  narrow,  and  inter.sect  each  other  at  right 
angles.  This  town,  like  most  others,  has  many  de- 
serted houses,  which  are  going  to  destruction.  The 
washings  of  a few  rainy  seasons  make  them  a mass 
of  rubbish,  and  often  fill  the  adjacent  street  a foot  or 
two  in  depth.  A slight  hill  separates  the  town  from 
Puebla,  in  which  there  is  a handsome  alemeda  or  prom- 
enade, three  hundred  yards  in  length,  set  around  with 
fine  cotton  wood  trees,  and  bordered  with  a rivulet 
of  water;  stone  seats,  neatly  plastered,  furnish  oppor- 
tunities for  repose  This  is  llie  favorite  resort  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings,  during 
the  warm  months.  In  a country  where  trees  are  so 
rare,  such  a retreat  is  peculiarly  pleasant. 

There  ss  another  smaller  alameda  in  the  main  town 
similarly  ornamented.  There  also  several  plazas, 
which  arc  to  be  found  in  all  Mexican  towns. 

Every  Mexican  town,  of  many  inhabitants,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  Alcalde,  lias  a prefect,  or  governor. — 
Most  of  them  have  also  a custom  house  officer.  It 
matters  little  what  the  theory  of  the  government  may 
be;  it  is  certain, predienWy,  that  their  powerover  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  is  wholly  unlimited. 

A day  or  two  after  leaving  Santa  Rosa,  General 
Wool  received  a [irotest  from  the  prefect  of  Monclo- 
va,  in  wliich  he  informed  Uie  general  that  hie  advance 
was  a violation  of  the  armistice  then  existing  be- 
tween tlie  governments  of  their  respective  countries, 
requesting  him  not  to  proceed  to  Monclova;  and  fur- 
ther advising  him,  tliat  if  he  persisted  in  doing  so, 
his  march  would  be  resisted.  All  this  was  consid- 
ered Mexican  rhodomontade,  and  our  march  con- 
tinued. 

The  evening  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  .Vlonclo- 
va  soon  after  our  tents  were  pitched,  a cavalcade,  of 
a dozen  richly  caparisoned  cavallerus  approached 
our  camp,  and  were  conducted  to  head  quarters. — 
They  were  the  prefect,  and  other  officers  of  the  town, 
who  thinking  “discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,’’ 
wisely  determined  to  welcome  the  irrival  of  the 
general  and  his  army  as  friends  instead  of  shooting 
at  them  as  enemies.  They  formally  informed  the 
general  that  no  resistance  would  be  made,  invited 
him  to  march  into  town,  and  offerred  to  furnish  him 
with  quarters. 

Like  many  others,  I was  more  struck  with  the 
dress  and  equipage  of  the  party,  than  with  their  mes- 
sage. 

They  were  dressed,  some  in  cloth,  others  in  vel- 
vet, but  most  in  buckskin  pants,  with  seven  dozen 
buttons  on  each  pair  of  pants,  studded  on  the  outer 
seams  of  the  legs.  A sash  tied  tightly  round  the 
waist,  upheld  the  pants.  Calico  or  cambric  shirts, 
with  the  bosoms  of  those  worn  by  the  dandies,  richly 
worked,  covered  the  upper  man.  Over  this  was  a 
broadcloth  roundabout,  richly  covered  with  silk 
braid.  A sombrero  of  fur,  covered  with.black  shi- 
ning oil  cloth,  was  stuck  jauntily  on  the  head,  and  on- 
ly sufficient  to  cover  a portion  of  it,  as  it  is  not  fashion- 
able to  wear  one  large  enough  for  the  head.  The 
feet  were  encased  in  soft  pliant  black  buckskin 
bootees,  and  when  mounted  they  were  completely 
smothered  in  their  large  wooden  stirrups  and  leather 
housings.  A plaited  whip  of  raw  ox  hide,  with  a 
handle  eight  inches  long  and  fastened  around  Iho 
wrist  with  a fanciful  string,  was  held  in  the  hand. — 
A huge  pair  of  iron  spurs  with  the  burrs  tliree  inches 
across,  and  ornamented  with  little  bells  which  tin- 
kled as  the  horse  moved,  were  fastened  on  his  feet 
with  leather  straps,  broidertd  with  silk.  To  com 
plete  th«  cavallero’s  costume — around  his  shoulders 
was  thrown,  with  graceful  negligence,  the  indispeu- 
lable  larape,  or  blanket,  of  the  finest  work  and  gay- 
est pattern.  No  iVIexican  ever  leaves  his  home 
without  this  gay  covering.  It  is  as  indispensable  to 
him  as  • gun  to  tne  sportsman,  a sabre  to  a dragoon  or 
a moustache  to  an  aid-de-camp.  In  warm  weather, 
it  is  worn  around  the  waist  tike  a sash,  and  on  horse- 
back rests  oil  the  saddle,  with  the  ends  falling 
gracefully  down.  When  the  weather  is  the  least 
cold,  he  envelops  himself  in  its  ample  folds, 
throwing  one  end  tastefully  over  the  left  shoul- 
der. VVhen  it  rains,  he  inserts  his  head  through  a 


hole  worked  in  the  centre,  and  with  Ills  oil  cloth 
sombrero  bids  defiance  to  the  weather  At  night,  it 
forms  his  bed  and  covering.  It  is  not  only  an  ar- 
ticle of  use,  but  of  the  greatest  pride  to  the  wearer. 
Every  man  purchases  as  fine  a one  as  he  is  able — 
the  price  of  fine  ones  usually  worn  by  the  Spaniards 
varying  from  thirty  to  eighty  dollars,  though  some- 
times ranging  as  high  as  four  hundred  dollars.  Gay 
colors  usually  predominate  in  their  formation — red, 
orange,  green,  blue,  &c.,  being  most  in  vogue. — 
Patterns  are  as  various  as  the  figures  in  a kaleide- 
scope,  and  most  of  the  fine  ones  are  very  beautiful. 

The  trappings  of  the  horses,  however,  took  the 
crowd  more  than  the  riders.  The  pommels  of  the  sad- 
dles, the  canteU,  and  holes  in  the  cantels  sufficient  to 
admit  the  hand,  and  the  different  fastenings  ofthe  sad- 
dle, were  plated  with  solid  silver.  A heavy  housing 
of  worsted  w»rk,  or  more  frequently  of  horse  hair, 
was  fastened  behind  the  saddle,  and  covered  the 
loins  of  the  horse.  A large  piece  of  stamped  leath- 
er covered  the  stirrups,  and  protected  the  feet  of  the 
rider  from  the  bushes,  and  hung  down  like  an  over- 
grown set  of  ears  of  fox  hounds.  The  saddle  tree  was 
covered  with  leatherstamped  into  various  figures,  and 
of  infinite  work.  The  bridle  buckles  were  of  silver; 
the  ends  of  all  the  pieces  of  leather  in  the  headstall, 
the  brow-band,  and  various  ornaments  sufficient  to 
conceal  nearly  all  the  leather  of  the  headstall,  were 
of  solid  silver.  The  reins  were  of  different  material; 
some  of  hair,  some  of  worsted,  some  of  plaited  lea- 
ther, and  some  of  plated  silver  wire — but  all  per- 
fectly round,  and  of  the  size  of  a bed  cord.  The  bit 
was  of  curiously  worked  iron,  with  an  iron  ring  curb, 
which  is  tile  only  bit  used  in  the  country.  A long 
hairlaryat,  with  the  strands  of  different  colors,  was 
fastened  around  the  horse’s  neck,  ami  hung  in  a coil 
from  the  pommel  of  the  saddle. 

These  massive  trappings  were  on  their  best  Mexi- 
can ponies,  for  a well  grown  horse  is  not  to  be  found 
in  Mexico,  fourteen  hands  being  the  measure  of  a tall 
Mexican  pony.  They  showed  the  marks  of  good 
keeping  and  thorough  breaking,  and  would  curvet 
for  iiulf  an  hour  under  the  shade  of  a tall  cotton  wood. 
I’his  rolling,  frollicking,  caverrling  gait,  is  considered 
the  most  perfect  one  a horse  can  have,  for  a Mexican 
never  rides  in  a trot,  and  rarely  in  a walk.  The  can- 
ter is  his  passion. 

A fine  Mexican  saddle  costs  from  fifty  to  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  head  stall  of  a bridle  from  twenty 
five  to  fifty  dollars,  and  silver  reins  from  thirty  five 
to  one  hundred  dollars.  A Mexican  pony  costs  from 
ten  to  thirty  dollars.  A few  will  bring  more,  but 
they  are  rare.  When  all  this  costly  rigging  is  put 
upon  a diminutive  pony,  which  the  owner  would  sell 
for  twenty  dollars,  it  does  look  very  like  “running; 
the  thing  iiilo  the  ground.” 

TIuse  civil  dignitaries  were  accompanied  (as  is 
the  universal  custom  with  those  who  can  afford  it) 
by  pjEons,  to  hold  their  horses.  These  were  dressed 
differently,  in  some  respects,  from  their  masters. — 
The  sombrero  was  of  coarser  material,  usually  of 
wool,  with  a fancy  hat  band — some  of  which  were 
broad  bands  of  beads,  worked  like  fancy  bead  purses 
— others  were  of  silk  or  leather,  with  large  silver 
ornaments  on  them. 

The  nether  garments  were  of  deer  skin,  fastened 
al  the  outer  sides  for  six  inches  below  the  waist,  and 
open  from  there  down.  White  cotton  drawers  half 
a yard  in  width,  projected  their  ample  folds  through 
the  open  sides  of  the  pants.  [These  open  overalls  are 
the  peculiar  dislinction  of  the  paons.  For,  either  by 
custom  or  law,  they  never  wear  their  pants  closed  at 
the  sides.] 

A white  cotton  shirt  covered  the  shoulders,  and 
the  better  dressed  wore  a jacket  of  deer  skin,  adorn- 
ed with  stripes  of  stamped  leather.  Shoes  of  red 
leather,  with  large  spurs,  were  on  their  feet;  and  a 
heavy  blanket,  of  divers  colors,  enveloped  their 
waists, 

Their  horse  furniture  was  much  less  costly  than 
their  masters,  yet  was  in  such  abundance  as  to  con- 
ceal  the  whole  body  of  their  ponies. 

These  paaons  followed  their  masters  like  shadows, 
watched  their  movements  without  a word;  and  at  the 
waving  of  a hand,  darted  off  at  full  speed  to  execute 
an  order.  They  are  the  express  riders  of  the  coun- 
try, and  will  ride  incredible  distances  in  one  or  two 
days,  to  carry  a despatch. 

The  Mexicans  are  most  accomplished  riders.  Their 
stirrup  leathers  are  fastened  to  the  saddle  much  fur- 
ther back  than  is  usual  in  the  United  Stales.  The 
seats  of  the  saddle  are  also  smaller.  When  a person 
mounts  one,  and  gets  his  feet  inserted  into  their 
broad]  wooden  stirrups,  he  finds  himself  standing 
right  across  the  horse.  To  a person  unaccustomed 
to  it,  this  IS  a very  uncomfortable  position,  yet  it 
gives  the  rider  better  command  of  his  horse,  and 
whichever  way  he  may  dodge,  the  rider  is  still  safe 
in  the  saddle. 

Their  bridle  bits  are  very  severe,  giving  the  rider 


( perfect  eontrol  of  the  horse.  One  of  their  principal 
amusements  is  to  put  a horse  at  full  speed,  and  sud- 
denly bring  him  up  standing  on  his  haunches.  Owing 
to  the  severity  of  the  bit,  and  their  position  in  the 
saddle,  they  bear  no  weight  on  the  bridle,  and  do 
not  depend  upon  it  to  steady  them  in  riding.  With 
a well  trained  horse,  their  arms  are  consequently 
free,  and  this  gives  them  theopportunity  of  throwing 
the  lasso  with  so  much  freedom  and  certainty. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellency  of  the  huaseman- 
ship  of  the  Mexicans,  such  is  their  inferiorilv  in  sta- 
ture to  the  Americans,  as  well  as  that  of  their  hor- 
ses, that  their  cavalry  never  can  be  formidable  to 
disciplined  American  troops. 

By  the  time  the  prefect  and  his  associate  dignita- 
ries had  gotten  through  surrendering  the  government 
of  the  town  to  the  general,  the  outsidors  had  com- 
pleted the  inspection  of  the  rigging  of  the  party. — 
Both  parties  were  therefore  ready  for  a nautual  sep- 
aration. 

The  Mexicans  mounting  their  mettlesome  horses, 
moved  back  to  Monclova  in  the  greatest  possible  can- 
ter. And  the  soldiers  dispersed,  after  expressing  a 
partly  unanimous  wish,  that  they  might  meets  lot  of 
such  fellows  in  battle,  so  that  they  could  supply 
themselves  with  silver  mounted  saddles  and  fine  blan- 
kets. ILLINOIS. 

February  9,  1847. 

NEW  MEXICANS,  MALES  AND  FEMALES. 

Passing  along  the  streets  of  Monclova,  a person 
has  an  ample  opportunity  of  contempleting  the  mus- 
cular development  of  the  pae  ms.  When  at  work 
they  strip  to  the  buff,  except  their  leather  pants  and 
draivers. 

Riding  along  through  the  back  streets,  little  naked 
cupids  are  met  by  llie  dozen.  Sometimes  a very 
small  Venus  appears  in  the  same  uniform.  One, 
sornelbing  under  ten  years  old,  was  dressed  in  the 
extreme  of  the  fashion — in  a pair  of  shoes  and  a hair- 
string. The  girls,  however,  are  generally  provided 
with  clothing  as  soon  as  they  can  leave  the  house. — 
The  little  boys  go  through  a course  of  case  harden- 
ing before  they  are  indulged  in  such  an  unnecessary 
luxury. 

If  you  will  walk  along  the  bank  of  the  rivulet  any 
day,  Sundays  not  excepted,  you  will  see  a row  of 
women  on  their  knees  by  the  edge  of  the  stream 
washing  clothes.  If  this  is  not  a passion,  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  chief  occupation  of  the  women.  They  do 
not  take  the  water  to  their  houses  to  wash,  but  al- 
ways take  the  clothes  to  the  water.  Here  they  will 
be  found  alt  hours  of  the  day,  chatting  and  washing. 
They  do  not  boil  the  clothes.  Their  wash-board  it  a 
smooth  stone,  with  one  end  in  the  water,  and  getting 
upon  this  on  their  knees,  which  seems  to  be  an  easier 
position  to  them  than  standing,  they  ivill  remain  for 
hours,  chatting  and  rubbing  the  dirt  from  all  sorts  of 
garments. 

“Well,  how  are  they  dressed.?”  did  you  say. 

Why  they  are  dressed,  but  there  is  to  little  variety 
in  the  dress  of  a pseoii  woman  that  it  is  easily  des- 
cribed. They  wear  a white  cotton  chemise,  and  t red 
flannel  petticoat — sometimes  a blue  one  is  indulged 
in— this  is  sewn  to  a piece  of  cotton  cloth,  six  or  eight 
Inches  in  width,  and  is  gathered  round  the  body?— 
When  not  washing,  they  wear  shoes  without  stock- 
ings; but  on  washing  days  both  are  dispensed  with.— 
When  not  washing,  a long  scarf  is  thrown  over  the 
body  and  wound  around  the  person. 

One  of  the  chief  occupations  of  the  women  in 
doors  is  looking  each  others  heads  for  vermin.  If 
they  would  keep  out  of  the  doors  when  thus  engag- 
ed, 1 would  not  mention  this  disgusting  habit;  but 
in  passing  along  the  street  where  the  common 
people  dwell,  you  will  observe  more  than  half  of 
them  silling  in  the  light  of  the  door  thus  busily  en- 
gaged. 

There  are  several  churches  in  Monclova,  but  all 
are  going  to  ruin  except  one.  This  is  the  principal 
church,  and  is  situated  on  the  plaza.  It  is  built  of 
stone,  in  the  shape  of  a cross,  and  plastered  on  the 

outside,  and  partially  stained  a brick-dust  color. 

There  is  something  massive  and  substantial,  but  noth- 
ing elegant  in  tlie  stiucluro. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  in  company  with  a num- 
ber of  officers,  I went  to  mass.  We  arrived  some- 
time before  the  eongregalioti,  and  1 had  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  church.  The  floor  is  of  dirt 
well  worn  into  holes.  There  was  but  one  seat,  and 

that  was  not  intended  for  the  audience this,  by  the 

way,  Ihe  officers  were  invited  to  occupy.  There  was 
an  altar  al  each  of  the  three  upper  ends  of  the  crosi. 
A number  of  statues  decorated  the  altars,  or  were 
suspended  over  them.  An  image  of  the  Virgin,  done 
up  in  wax,  with  an  old  while  night-cap  on,  and  a 
broad  frill  of  gold,  four  inches  wide,  selling  out  from 
the  head  like  a pair  of  wings,  and  which  was  placed 
over  the  main  altar,  was  the  chief  object  of  adora- 
tion in  the  room. 
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Above  the  statues  were  several  large  iinfrained 
pictures.  One  I took  to  be  a representative  of  death 
on  the  pale  horse;  another  was  the  Virgin  showing 
the  infant  Jesus  to  a crowd  of  worshippers,  all  of 
whom  have  their  backs  to  her,  and  were  looking  at 
the  audience.  In  the  back  ground,  are  various 
groups  of  admiring  five  and  six  headed  angels,  who 
are  also  busily  intent  upon  ogling  the  crowd.  These 
paintings  and  statues  are  daubs,  which  only  deserve 
a notice  from  the  conspicuous  position  they  occupy, 
and  as  specimens  of  the  ornaments  of  the  Mexican 
churches. 

Presently  the  people  began  to  assemble;  but  before 
1 bad  time  to  look  at  them,  my  equanimity  was  sadly 
distuibed  by  one  of  the  general’s  stall',  whose  face 
was  overgrown  with  an  extensive  undergrowth  of 
carroty  chaparral.  He  very  inconsiderately  seated 
himself  in  the  Bishop’s  largo  velvet  covered  chair, 
and  throwing  his  head  back,  brought  his  red  chapar- 
ral above  the  horizon.  He  seemed  prodigiously 
pleased  with  his  seat.  Not  so  the  audience.  'I'hey 
looked  as  though  they  thought  it  sacrilege.  The  lu 
dicrousncss  and  impropriety  of  the  scene  was  soon 
changed,  by  the  removal  of  the  chaparral  and  its  ow- 
ner from  the  velvet  chair,  on  the  suggestion  of  one 
of  his  brother  officers. 

By  this  time  a large  audience  had  assembled.  A 
few'were  lookers  on  like  myself.  Many  were  Ca- 
tholic soldiers  from  our  army,  who  had  come  to  join 
in  the  celebration  of  mass.  By  far  the  largest  por- 
tion, however,  were  women.  As  soon  as  one  would 
enter  the  church,  she  sought  a vacant  place,  knelt 
down  and  repeated  a prayer,  and  remained  in  that 
position  during  the  whole  lime  of  mass.  They 
appeared  very  attentive  to  the  hearing  of  mass,  re 
pealing  prayers  and  counting  their  beads;  so  also 
did  the  Mexican  men,  but  there  were  very  lew 
present. 

A well  fed,  good  looking  priest,  dressed  in  his  rich 
sacerdotal  robes,  now  commenced  the  chaunting  of 
mass.  Immediately  music  was  struck  up  in  one  of 
the  wings  of  the  cross,  by  a band  consisting  of  two 
clarionets,  a bugle,  French  horn,  a bass  drum,  and  a 
small  tenor  drum,  very  much  out  of  time,  it  was 
Strangely  wild  and  shrill.  At  intervals,  during  the 
whole  ceremony,  the  music  continued  to  play,  and 
made  the  high  vaulted  arches  of  that  large  church 
sonorous  with  its  strains.  It  seemed  like  the  over- 
tures ol  an  Italian  opera  run  wild. 

The  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  the  mixture  of  the 
audience,  the  sight  of  American  soldiers  and  Mexi- 
cans, whose  governments  ere  at  war,  bowing  to- 
gether before  the  same  altar — the  variegated  cos- 
lume  of  the  crowd,  and  the  strange,  wild  strains  of 
the  music,  made  the  whole  a scene  singularly  strik- 
ing. 

Mass  beng  over,  and  the  benediction  pronounced, 
the  crowd  dispersed  in  perfect  order. 

“But  you  have  not  described  any  of  the  scnoritas!" 
■Well,  1 thought  I would  get  out  of  the  church  belore 
1 did  that.  And  first  as  to  their  dress — as  that,  in 
these  modern  days,  is  considered  the  most  important 
part  in  the  making  up  of  a woman. 

The  better  class  of  Mexican  women  wear  dresses 
of  calico,  or  painted  muslin,  made  up  after  New  Or- 
leans patterns — bustles  included.  'I'heir  hair,  w hich 
i*  always  black,  is  braided  up,  and  lastcned  with  a 
small  tortoise  shell  comb;  no  curls  are  worn.  Slip- 
pers and  silk  stockings  adorn  their  small  feet  and 
ankles — gloves  rarely  touch  their  taper  fingers.  Bon- 
nets are  never  worn — I have  not  seen  one  in  Mexico, 
in  lieu  of  bonnet  and  shawl,  the  senorila  throws 
over  her  head  and  around  her  shoulders,  a reboso. — 
This  is  a long  scarf,  genei ally  of  fine  cotton  manu- 
facture, though  it  is  sometimes  of  silk,  and  costs  from 
five  to  five  hundred  dollars.  It  is  drawn  over  Uie 
head,  and  sometimes  the  face,  when  a woman  thinks 
she  IS  pretty — then  wrapped  around  the  bosom,  and 
one  end  thrown  gracelully  over  the  shoulder.  In 
doors  or  out  of  doors,  busy  or  idle,  the  reboso  is  never 
laid  aside.  U is  always  grave,  and  usually  of  some 
quaker  color.  A tasty  Chinese  fan  embellishes  their 
email  hands;  and  a profusion  ol  rings  and  beads  adorn 
their  persons. 

In  intelligence  and  colloquial  powers,  they  are 
considered  tar  superior  to  the  men.  Few  ol  them 
have  opportunities  of  obtaining  even  loleiable  educa- 
tions. Nearly  all,  however,  can  read;  and  many  of 
them  exercise  that  supreme  authority  over  the  rough- 
er sex,  which  it  is  their  privilege  to  assumr  when- 
ever they  can  do  it. 

The  persons  of  nearly  all  Mexican  women  are 
well  formed.  They  are  remarkable  lor  small  bands, 
feet,  and  ankles.  They  never  disfigure  themselves 
with  stays.  Their  complexions  are  of  all  colors — 
from  snowy  white  to  copper  yellow.  Pi-rbaps  I had 
belter  lake  the  snowy  color  back,  as  there  is  so  little 
snow  in  this  country,  and  call  it  brunelle,  which  is  the 
j,,lv  1. 1.  . A.  ..  I vli  ■'Jjvuii.ii'ds.  Their  hair 


auburn  hair  ard  blue  eyes  are  seen;  but  golden  tres- 
ses never.  The  rich,  warm  southern  blood  is  some- 
times surmounting  the  cheek,  and  reminding  an  un- 
pledged subaltern  of  some  romantic  story  of  the  de- 
voted love  of  a dark  eyed  maid  of  Castile.  And  their 
faces  and  features.  How  can  I deseribe  them?  I 
wish  this  task  in  another’s  hands — for,  oh  cracky  — 
they  are  most  awfully  ugly. 

Don’t  start,  Mr.  Rea-ler — I know  Miss  Reader 
will  not — 1 have  seen  some  handsome  women  in  my 
day,  but  they  did  not  live  in  Mexico.  It  is  much 
easier  to  follow  the  fashion,  and  describe  them  as 
dark  eyed  houris,  languishing  and  sighing  in  voluptu- 
ous beauty  over  some  concealed  devotion  for  a noble 
cavalier.  He  who  thus  sees  them  in  Mexico  is  blind- 
er than  cupid;  and  he  who  thus  paints  them,  must 
feel  for  his  colors. 

1 do  not  say  there  are  not  handsome  women  in 
.Mexico.  I have  heard  of  suoh  beings;  but  when 
sought  for,  I always  found  them  like  the  milk  sick- 
ness— a few  doors  further  off.  By  the  laws  of  our  na- 
ture man  is  bound  to  admire  woman  in  every  cli- 
mate; and  where  he  has  never  seen  those  difierent 
lands,  some  at  home  must  be  handsomer  than  others. 
Yet,  when  compared  with  my  own  fair  country-wo- 
men, the  whole  class  of  Mexican  women  must  be 
set  down  as  decidedly  homely.  In  paint  of  looks, 
they  are  far  inferior  to  the  men,  for  many  of  those, 
of  Spanish  descent,  are  remarkably  handsome. 

There  is  one  good  quality  in  Mexican  women, 
which  is  sufficient  to  redeem  a multitude  of  faults: 
that  is  their  charily  and  kindness  to  the  distressed. — 
In  these  qualities  they  are  rarely  equalled. 

Many  of  them  have  fine  dark  eyes,  handsome  eye- 
brow s,  beautiful  teeth,  and  glossy  black  hair.  The 
Mexican  Indian  women  have  broad  cheek  bones, 
low  foreheads,  copper  complexions,  and  in  a word, 
are  just  like  other  Indians.  The  Mestizos,  or  de- 
scendants of  Spaniards  and  Indians,  who  form  the 
greater  part  of  the  “upper  court,”  in  Mexico,  have 
loo  many  of  the  characteristic  features  of  the  Indi 
ans  to  permit  the  women  to  possess  a liigh  style  of 
beauty. 

The  Mexicans  have  very  fine  voices.  The  voices 
of  the  women  flow  on  in  liquid  sweetness.  There  is 
no  language  in  the  world  which  falls  so  softly  and 
sweetly  on  the  ear  as  the  Spanish.  It  is  divested  of 
harsh  gutturals,  and  runs  on  in  smooth  melodious 
harmony. 

Should  an  unfledged,  greenish  bachelor,  who  had 
not  seen  an  American  woman  for  months,  find  him- 
self setting  on  a cushion  beside  a dark  haired,  bright 
eyed  girl,  whose  delicate  hand  was  playing  with  his 
sash,  and  whose  fascinating  voice,  melodiously  lisp- 
ed, in  her  native  language,  thoughts  of  kindness  and 
deeds  of  charily — while  bright  thoughts  and  vvarm 
emotions  radiated  in  rosy  lints  over  her  animated 
countenance — then,  why  then,  1 should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  he  actually  believed  that  Mexican  girls  were 
decidedly  handsome.  It  would  be  very  ungallant  if 
he  did  nut.  And  in  his  next  letter  he  would  paint 
from  fancy  the  dark  eyed  houris  of  the  Mexican  val- 
leys. Alas  for  me!  I am  beyond  that  age,  and  only 
see  them  as  naluie  made  them. 

Yours.  &c.  ILLINOIS. 

February  10th,  1847. 

MEXIC.VN  AGRICULTURE. 

Again  is  my  pen  resumed  to  write  another  letter. 
Tattoo  has  beaten,  and  quiet  is  reigning  through  the 
camp.  Does  a curious  subscriber  enquire  how  1 find 
time,  and  feel  a disposition  to  write  so  much,  he  is 
easily  answered.  For  a period  of  years  1 have  de- 
voted many  hours  each  day  to  reading  and  writing. 
In  camp,  bocks  are  few — papeis  and  letters  come 
like  angels’  visits,— that  is,  Mexican  angels — five  or 
six  in  two  weeks  to  a whole  regiment.  Many  hours 
have  to  be  spent  in  idle,  unprofitable  conversation, 
or  in  some  other  manner.  1 employ  some  of  mv 
leisure  moments  in  writing — U is  my  amusement.  1 
have  been  fond  of  traveling,  and  have  seen  much  of 
our  country.  Scenes  and  customs  in  Mexico  are  so 
different  Irom  aught  I had  imagined  or  seen,  that 
their  peculiarities  have  been  noted.  It  affords  me 
occupation  and  pleasure  to  blot  them  down  with  a 
running  quill.  A letter  is  dashed  off  at  a sitting,  the 
day  of  Its  dale,  and  sent  unannealed  into  the  express 
bag,  with  its  crude  faults  upon  it.  If  they  are  worth 
their  room  in  your  paper,  and  afi'ord  instruction  or 
amusement  to  your  readers,  whom  1 know  are  my 
friends,  for  they  are  ail  friends  of  the  far  distant  vo- 
lunteer—they  will  have  answered  the  purpose  of  the 
writer. 

The  chief  agricultural  productions  from  the  Presi- 
dio to  Monciova-  are  corn,  sugar  and  cotton;  of  the 
latter,  not  much  is  grown,  as  there  are  no  gins  or 
factories,  and  but  little  demand  for  it.  It  grows  fine- 
ly, the  stalk  being  never  killed  by  the  cold  of  winter. 
It  might  be  profitably  cultivated,  if  there  was  a de- 
mand lor  it. 


Sugar  grows  finely,  and  only  needs  a little  care 
and  adequate  machinery  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 
produce  large  quantities  of  it.  It  is  not  grained  as 
with  us,  but  when  in  syrup  is  run  into  moulds  resem- 
bling small  loaves  of  loaf  sugar,  called  pilonees, 
weighing  about  a pound. 

Corn  grows  well,  and  yields  abundantly.  Two 
crops  of  it  are  made  in  a year,  if  the  occupant  of  the 
ground  is  not  too  lazy  to  tend  it.  The  first  is  plant- 
ed in  March,  and  gathered  in  Jane  and  July.  The 
second  is  planted  in  July  or  1st  of  August,  and  ga- 
thered in  November  and  December.  When  we 
arrived  at  Monciova,  the  1st  ot  November,  roasting 
ears  and  green  fodder  were  abundant  for  ourselves 
and  horses,  from  the  second  crop.  This  is  the  prin- 
cipal crop  of  the  year,  as  it  is  less  liable  to  injury 
from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather  than  the  first, 
crop.  The  yield  of  the  corn  is  about  fifty  bushels  to 
the  acre  in  a tilled  field.  With  good  culture  the 
quantity  would  be  increased  very  considerably.  The 
stalks  grow  to  an  enormous  height.  I have  seen 
them  often  around  Monciova  so  tall,  that  when  silt- 
ing on  my  horse,  which  is  full  sixteen  hands  high,  I 
could  not  reach  the  ears  of  corn. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Monciova,  wheal  is  grown.  The 
country  begins  to  be  elevated,  and  beyond  it  sugar 
cannot  be  profitably  raised. 

A well  known  physiological  fact  is  continually 
presented  to  notice;  that  is,  that  latitude  alone  does 
not  govern  the  production.  Wheat  cannot  be  rais- 
ed, profitably,  or  of  good  quality,  in  Louisiana.  Yet, 
here,  in  latitude  25°  and  2G'^,  several  hundred  miles 
further  south  than  Louisiana,  it  is  grown  to  perfec- 
tion. So  are  apples  and  peaches.  This  is  owing  to 
the  elevation  of  the  country  abov'e  the  level  of  the 
sea. 

At  Cienegas,  a village  fifty  miles  west  of  Moncio- 
va, large  quantities  of  excellent  wheat  are  raised. — 
There  are  two  flourishing  mills  at  Monciova,  pro- 
pelled by  the  stream  which  passes  through  the  town. 
The  best  Mexican  flour  is  not  equal  in  appearance 
to  the  American  article,  it  is  generally  sold  with- 
out being  bolted  at  all.  We  used  large  quantities  of 
this  unbolted  flour  in  the  army.  It  makes  a very 
sweet,  palatable,  and  healthy  brown  bread.  It  is, 
however,  hard  to  take  down,  and  the  soldiers  gene- 
rally disliked  to  use  it,  as  they  said  they  did  not  like 
to  be  fed  on  so  much  bran,  to  so  little  flour. 

The  Mexicans  keep  small  sieves  in  their  houses, 
to  separate  the  bran  from  the  flour.  It  then  makes  a 
light  bread;  and  I must  say,  I have  never  eaten 
sweeter  or  better  light  bread  than  is  made  by  Iho 
bakers  in  Monciova  and  Parras. 

Oats  and  rye  are  not  grown  in  Mexico.  Corn  is 
not  generally  fed  to  horses.  When  they  are  fed  with 
grain  at  all,  it  is  usually  with  barley,  which  grows 
finely;  but  little  of  it  is  raised,  however. 

Nearly  all  descriptions  of  vegetables  grow  finely. 
With  most  kinds,  a person  may  select  his  own  time 
for  planting.  Fresh  peas,  lettuce,  beans,  &c.,  may 
be  had  the  year  round,  by  planting  them  repeated- 
ly. 1 saw  peas  six  inches  in  length,  growing  at 
Parras,  the  IGlh  of  December,  which  were  planted 
for  a winter  crop.  As  the  climate  is  so  propitious, 
and  all  plants  have  to  be  reared  by  irrigation,  a 
planter  or  gardener  may  select  his  own  lime  for 
planting. 

It  might  not  be  profitable  to  plant  corn  in  the 
fall;  but  there  is  a wide  range  from  February  to  Au- 
gust, to  put  it  into  the  ground;  and  still  have  a good 
crop. 

Oranges  grow  beautifully  and  magnificently;  but, 
to  our  great  disappointment,  they  are  all  of  the 
sour  kind.  Sweet  oranges  are  cultivated  farther 
south,  and  in  lower  plains  and  valleys,  near  the  sea 
coast. 

An  execution  to  be  levied  on  Irish  potatoes,  if  sent 
into  Mexico,  would  be  returned,  “not  found  in  the 
bailiwick.”  They  cannot  be  profitably  raised.  By 
the  aid  of  a search  warrant,  and  a magnifying  glass, 
1 did  find  a few  in  Saltillo.  They  were  the  size  of 
marbles  and  pigeons’  eggs,  and  were  of  little  account 
to  eat. 

Pumpkins,  and  a variety  of  squashes,  grow  abund- 
antly, and  are  much  used.  As  a general  thing,  very 
few  vegetables  are  used  by  the  Mexicans,  except  red 
pepper. 

The  farming  utensils  of  the  Mexicans  are  of  the 
rudest  possible  description.  It  has  been  well  said, 
that  they  seem  to  be  opposed  to  ciiaiige  of  every 
kind,  except  in  their  governors  and  governraeijt.  The 
same  utensils  which  were  used  by  Cortez,  at  the 
conquest,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  are  used  at  this 
day  in  Mexico. 

Riding,  on  the  10th  of  December,  up  the  valley  in 
which  Parras  is  situated,  I came  to  a field  where 
they  were  sowing  wheat.  The  sower  was  sowing 
the  wheal  broadcast  on  the  unplowed  ground. — 
Twenty-three  plows  followed  each  other,  on  the 


89 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  10,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


game  land,  plowing  Ihe  wheat  in.  A contrivance 
for  a harrow,  leveled  the  ground  after  the  plows. — 
Each  plow  was  drawn  by  two  oxen.  The  plows 
were  of  the  same  pattern  used  by  the  Romans  two 
thousand  years  since.  They  were  made  of  the  fork 
of  a small  tree,  one  prong  of  which  answered  for  the 
beam,  and  was  cut  long  enough  to  fasten  the  oxen 
to;  the  other  prong  was  cut  off  about  four  feet  long 
and  sharpened  at  the  end,  and  a single  stick  fastened 
into  the  fork  and  projecting  back,  made  the  handle. 
This  was  the  whole  plow — lock,  stock  and  barrel. — 
When  a forked  tree  cannot  be  found,  the  short  stick 
ii  morticed  into  the  long  one.  The  short  prong  was 
the  coulter — the  long  one  the  beam.  This  was  fas- 
tened by  a taw  hide  thong,  to  the  ox  yoke,  which, 
in  turn,  was  fastened  in  front  of,  and  to  the  horns  of 
the  oxen,  by  another  raw  hide  thong.  The  handle 
was  held  by  a pseon,  who  was  armed  in  th#  other 
hand  with  a long  pole,  with  a sharp  goad  in  the  end 
of  it,  which  he  unsparingly  plunged  into  the  oxen  to 
quicken  thsir  speed,  or  to  change  tlieir  direction. 

Some  of  the  better  plows  have  the  coulter  shod 
with  a piece  of  iron,  resembling  a bull-tongue,  eight 
inches  long,  and  tapering  from  thence  to  two  inches 
at  the  point.  This  is  the  greatest  improvement  made 
upon  the  plow. 

The  ground  is  never  thoroughly  broken  up,  and  is 
only  scratched  into  furrows  a few  inches  deep.  Ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  introduce  belter  plows,  and 
some  have  been  brought  from  the  United  Stales. — 
But  the  Mexicans  did  not  like  to  use  them.  They 
were  soon  broken  or  thrown  aside  as  useless,  because 
no  one  would  plow  with  them. 

The  harrow  was  as  simple  a contrivance  as  the 
plough,  and  consisted  of  a single  stick  of  square  tim- 
ber, Ihe  size  of  a joist,  fastened  in  two  places  with  a 
raw  hide  rope  to  keep  it  square  to  the  front,  and 
drawn  by  a yoke  of  oxen  to  level  the  ground. 

The  mtlate,  or  stone  corn  mill,  used  for  preparing 
tortillas,  is  the  same  article  that  was  used  by  the 
Indians  at  the  first  conquest  of  Mexico. 

Their  hoes  are  clumsy,  rough  machines,  decidedly 

worse  than  the  meanest  hoe  in  old  Virginia and 

that  is  about  as  bad  a character  as  1 know  how  to 
give  them. 

Their  axes  are  long  and  clumsy,  with  blades  about 
three  inches  wide,  and  resemble  the  upper  part  of  a 
pick  axe  or  grubbing  hoe.  Jt  looks  remarkable  that 
they  should  ever  be  able  to  peck  a tree  down  with 
one.  The  great  superiority  ol  the  American  axe  is 
so  evident,  that  some  few  venturesome  persons  have 
commenced  the  use  of  them. 


A Mexican  carl  is  the  most  unique  of  all  their  in- 
ventions. ]i  has  not  a piece  of  iron  in  it  or  about  it. 

It  is  constructed  entirely  of  wood  and  raw  hide. 

The  axle  tree  is  a rough  hewed  log,  rounded  at  the 
ends.  The  wheels  are  made  of  knotty  live  oak,  two 
feet  and  a half  through  the  hub,  and  trimmed  down 
to  seven  inches  in  the  tread.  Two  slabs  of  the  same 
width  are  pinned  to  the  centre  piece,  to  give  rotun- 
dity to  the  wheel.  A heavy  longue  is  morticed  into 
the  axle,  and  has  a wooden  pin  inserted  llnough  the 
upper  end,  by  which  to  faslan  it  to  the  yoke.  The 
body  is  made  of  wooden  poles,  inserted  into  round 
saplings  eight  feet  long.  This  is  used  for  hauling 
wood,  &c.  When  they  wish  to  haul  corn,  corn- 
stalks are  placed  across  the  wooden  poles  and  lashed 
tightly  to  them,  with  strips  of  raw  hide.  When 
wheat  or  shelled  corn  is  to  be  carried,  they  line  the 
inside  of  the  stalk  bed  with  matting  made  of  the  pai 
milla,  which  resembles  the  material  of  which  gunny 
bags  are  made. 

The  ox  yoke  is  a piece  of  limber  five  inehes  wide 
and  three  inches  thick,  slightly  indented  near  each 
end.  This  is  tied  in  front  of,  and  across  the  horns, 
with  a piece  of  tough  raw  hide.  Another  piece  fas- 
tens the  )oke  lightly  to  the  tongue  of  the  carl.  A 
second  y.  ke  of  cattle  is  usually  fastened  to  the  cart. 
A strong  rope  of  raw  hide,  of  sufficient  length,  fas- 
tens their  joke  to  the  longue  of  llie  carl. 

The  driver  moves  along  by  the  side  of  the  carl, 
sometimes  on  foot  and  someti.mes  riding  an  ugly,  ill- 
natured  looking  mustang,  with  a long  ox  goad  in’  his 
hand.  He  uses  this  very  freely,  and  when  he  wishes 
to  “file  left,”  he  poi.s  his  goad  into  the  off  ox,  who 
screws  his  tail  and  runs  around  his  fellow  and 
changes  the  direction  of  the  carl.  They  move  ’more 
biiskty  than  American  oxen.  U’liis  is  no  woDcler  for 
they  are  all  taught  to  “walk  Spanish.”  ’ 

They  haul  very  large  loads  in  these  carts,  and 
travel  as  fast  as  horse  teams  usually  do  on  a jour- 
ney. •' 


A Mexican  frequently  carries  his  wife  amf 
dren  in  these  carls.  He  then  puls  a raw  hide  c 
bottom,  to  keep  the  children  from  falling  ihn 
and  puts  another  over  the  top  for  a cover— wh< 
crawls  the  whole  family.  As  soon  as  “all’s  set 
hisses  at  his  oxen,  us  a bear  hunter  would  do 
close  on  brum,  and  off  starts  the  whole  contrir 
with  a full  band  of  road  music. 


Some  ladies  in  the  United  Stales,  seem  to  be  fond 
of  travelling  in  stages  and  railroad  cars  with  squall- 
ing children,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  their  fellow 
passengers.  I would  advise  such,  by  all  means,  to 
try  a Mexican  cart,  for  however  much  a cross  grain- 
ed brat  may  scream  and  bawl,  it  would  not  in  the 
least  disturb  his  neighbors,  or  interfere  with  the 
harsh  discord  produced  by  the  outlandish  screeching 
of  a Mexican  cart. 

Tours,  &c.  ILLINOIS. 

February  13lh,  1847. 

HSRniD  MXSSACRE. 

The  last  time  1 wrote  you,  we  were  in  daily  ex- 
pectation of  an  attack  from  the  enemy;  but  ten  days 
has  blasted  our  expectations,  and  they  have  retired 
in  the  direclion  of  Tampico  or  Vera  Cruz,  no  doubt 
fully  informed  of  the  intended  movements  of  Gene- 
ral Scott,  as  disclosed  by  the  despatches  which  fell 
into  their  hands  at  Ville  Grande,  upon  the  murder 
of  Lieutenant  Ritchie,  and  they  have  gone,  together 
with  all  the  disposable  force  at  San  Luis,  to  meet 
him. 

Gen.  Taylor  has  established  his  headquarters  at 
this  place,  intending  to  advance  upon  San  Luis  as 
soon  as  his  quola  of  the  new  volunteers  reach  us. — 
Why  are  they  so  dilatory  in  their  movements.^  Nine 
new  regiments  have  been  called  out,  when  thirty 
should  have  been  asked  for.  The  Mexican  people 
are  not  understood  in  our  country.  Although  igno 
rant,  and  debased  by  their  rulers,  they  are  proud, 
haughty  and  revengeful,  and  are  now,  by  the  stupid 
blunder  of  our  worthy  President,  more  united  under 
the  lead  of  Santa  Anna  than  they  have  been  for  years 
past.  There  is  but  one  spirit  amongst  them  in  refer- 
ence to  the  war,  and  to  think  of  conquering  a united 
people  of  eight  millions,  against  the  great  natural 
advantages  we  are  to  contend  with,  with  twenty-five 
or  thirty  thousand  men,  you  will  find  Quixotic 
enough  before  the  first  of  Jirly.  It  is  impossible  for 
Gen.  Taylor  to  advance  against  San  Luis  which  is 
strongly  garrisoned,  with  less  than  ten  thousand  men. 
He  has  now  not  more  than  half  that  number,  and 
should  be  reinforced  by  four  of  the  new  regiments 
and  Worth’s  brigade  of  regulars.  I believe  our  vo- 
lunteer troops  are  as  fine  as  any  who  were  ever  led 
to  battle  in  our  armies,  but  a brigade  of  regulars, 
who  have  been  under  fire  and  in  a tine  slate  of  disci- 
pline, would  form  a nucleus  for  our  volunteers,  and 
would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  in  storming  the 
enemy’s  works,  which  are  represented  as  very  strong 
at  San  Luis.  Our  old  “Rough  and  Readj”  will 
move  forward  about  the  middle  of  next  month, 
by  which  time  we  should  he  reinforced,  when  a hard 
fight  may  be  anticipated  under  the  works  of  San 
Luis. 

Some  most  unfortunate  events  have  transpired  in 
our  column  lately,  which  will  arouse  the  vengeance 
of  the  “pisaiios’’  in  this  country  against  our  troops, 
and  will  furnish  the  disaffected  at  home,  with  new 
food  for  vituperation  against  the  war.  Occasional 
murders  of  our  men  have  been  perpetrated  ever 
since  we  have  been  in  the  country — all  killed  by  the 
lasso.  The  Arkansas  regiment  of  horse,  from  their 
having  been  employed  as  scouts,  and  occupying  ihe 
outposts,  have  been  particularly  exposed  to  this  gue- 
rilla warfare,  and  have  lost  four  or  five  of  their  men. 
The  day  before  yesterday,  it  was  reported  that  one 
of  their  number  had  been  killed  by  the  Mexicans,  as 
he  tiad  been  missing  from  camp  since  the  day  before, 
when  he  went  out  to  look  lor  his  horse.  Search  was 
made  for  the  body,  and  it  was  found  about  a thou- 
sand yards  from  our  camp,  with  a lasso  around  the 
neck,  and  lied  to  a prickly  pear,  having  been  dragged 
some  three  hundred  yards  upon  the  face  through  the 
chaparral.  It  presented  a horrible  sight;  the  name 
ol  the  young  man  was  Colquitt,  a nephew  of  the  se- 
nator. J tie  Arkansas  men  vowed  vengeance  deep 
and  sure.  Yesterday  morning,  a number  of  them, 
some  thirty  perhaps,  went  out  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  two  miles  oti,  to  an  “arroyo”  which  is 
washed  in  the  side  of  the  mountain,  to  which  the 
“pisanos”  of  Agua  Nueva  had  tied  upon  our  ap- 
proach, and  soon  commeueed  an  indiscriminate  and 
bloody  massacre  of  the  poor  creatures  who  had  thus 
fled  to  the  mountains  and  iastnesses  tor  security.  A 
number  of  our  regiment  being  out  of  camp,  I propos- 
ed to  Colonel  Birsell  to  mount  our  horses  and  ride  to 
tlie  scene  oteumage,  where  1 knew,  from  the  dark 
insinuations  of  the  night  before,  that  bJo„d  was  run- 
ning freely.  We  hastened  out  as  rapidly  as  possi 
blc,  bat  owing  to  the  thick  chaparrals,  the  work  of 
death  was  over  before  we  reached  the  horrible 
scene,  and  its  perpetrators  were  returning  to  camp, 
glutted  with  revenge. 

The  tyrannous  and  bloody  act  is  done; 

'I’he  most  arch  deed  of  piteous  massacre, 

That  e’er  yet  our  land  was  guilly  of, 
has  been  consummated  almost  within  sight  of  five 
thousand  men,  professing  to  be  Christians,  and  be- 


longing to  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  civilized 
nations  of  the  globe.  Let  us  no  longer  complain  of 
Mexican  barbarity — poor,  degraded,  “priest  ridden” 
as  she  is. 

No  act  of  inhuman  cruelty,  perpetrated  by  her 
most  desperate  robbers,  can  excel  the  work  of  yes- 
terday, committed  by  our  soldiery.  God  knows  how 
many  of  the  unarmed  peasantry  have  been  sacrificed 
to  atone  the  blood  of  poor  Colquitt.  The  Arkansas 
regiment  say  not  less  than  thirty  have  been  killed. — 
I think,  however,  that  at  least  twenty  of  them  have 
been  sent  to  their  eternal  rest.  I rode  through  the 
chaparrals  and  found  a number  of  their  dead  bodies, 
not  yet  cold.  The  features,  in  every  instance,  were 
composed  and  tranquil — lying  upon  their  backs,  eyes 
closed,  and  feet  crossed.  You  would  have  supposed 
the  II  sleeping,  but  for  the  gory  stream  which  be- 
dewed the  turf  around  them.  In  some  instances, 
after  the  vital  spark  had  fled,  in  the  overflow  of  de- 
moniac vengeance,  the  carbine  ball  dashed  out  the 
brains  of  its  clayey  victim.  Death,  in  all  its  horrors, 
I have  seen,  and  been  familiar  with  from  boyhood, 
and  I could  not  feel-the  dread  reality  before  me  un- 
til Col.  B.  and  myself  rode  down  the  “arroyo,”  to 
where,  from  the  curling  smoke,  we  supposed  the 
women  and  children  of  the  poor  creatuies  were  se- 
creted. We  rode  up.  Fear  and  anxiety  were  de- 
picted upon  every  countenance — the  women  crowd- 
ed around  us  fur  protection — and,  not  withstanding 
they  were  not  more  than  half  a mile  from  the  scene 
of  this  murderous  butchery,  they  were  wholly  igno- 
rant of  what  had  been  going  on.  An  old  female, 
who  looked  as  though  she  might  be  the  grandmother 
of  the  whole,  advanced  to  us,  and  in  the  most  implor- 
ing manner,  asked  us  to  send  back  her  husband  and 
sons  from  the  camp,  where  they  supposed  they  had  a I 
been  taken.  I then  told  them  that  1 feared  iheir  men 
had  been  killed.  They  soon  comprehended  my  fears 
and  the  old  woman  asked  us  to  lead  them  to  the  dead 
bodies;  and  accompanied  by  two  little  boys  of  about 
two  years  of  age  each,  we  set  out  for  the  scene  of 
murder.  The  first  body  we  approached  the  old  wo- 
man exclaimed  was  a “carclero” — a donde  eslan  los 
autres,  madre  de  Dois,  adonde  ireinos? — where  are  the 
others?  Mother  of  God,  where  shall  uego:  We 

then  led  them  to  another  body,  Itial  of  a man  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  who  lay  as  tranquil  as  though  he 
was  in  the  sweetest  sleep.  The  little  boy,  impelled 
by  that  instinct  which  seems  to  lead  us  into  trouble 
and  difficulty  ere  it  is  ready  for  us,  outstripped  his 
companions,  and  was  the  first  to  reach  itie  body. — 
He  advanced  steadily  to  its  side;  gazed  upon  the 
countenance,  which  was  half  concealed  beneath  the 
the  broad  briuiined  sombrero;  folded  his  hands  upon 
his  breast,  and  looked  with  dreaming  earnestness 
upon  the  bloody  victim  of  ill-timed  vengeance.  The 
heaving  of  tiis  manly  little  chest,  ami  the  silent  tears 
stealing  from  his  dark  eyes,  and  rolling  their  scorch- 
ing way  down  his  cheeks,  told  too  eloquently  that 
the  little  fellow  had  lost  a liiend.  I said  to  him  in 
the  most  soothing  tone  J could  command:  “Do  you 
know  that  man?”  To  which  he  replied,  “£s  mi  pa- 
dre, carallero;''  walked  round  the  body;  examined  the 
bullet  hole  in  his  side;  turned  away  from  us,  drew 
his  sleeve  across  his  eyes,  and  without  an  audible 
sob  or  n urmur  returned  to  the  glen,  where  his  mo- 
ther, brotiiers  and  sisters,  were  to  hear  the  tale  of 
their  desolation. 

No  earthly  power  now  exists  to  punish  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  horrid  outrage.  Congress,  in  its  wis- 
dom, has  refused  to  sanction  executions  in  the  field 
for  murders  committed  here,  and  all  that  can  be  done 
is  to  send  the  perpetrators  back  with  disgrace.  'I’ho 
army  condemns  the  bloody  deed,  and,  but  through 
the  agency  ol  Capt.  CoflV,  of  our  regiment,  who  ral- 
lied his  men  and  stepped  between  the  victims  and 
their  executioners,  seventeen  others  would  certainly 
have  been  killed,  who  were  brought  by  him  into 
camp.  Had  the  Arkansas  men,  in  the  first  flow  of 
their  excited  fei  lings,  shot  down  a Mexican  or  two 
in  relaliation  for  their  murdered  comrade,  1 could 
pardon,  though  not  justily  it;  the  wholesale  slaugh- 
ter, 1 fear,  will  bring  reproach  upon  the  whole  vo- 
lunteer lurce.  It  was  but  the  act  ol  a few  reckless 
desperadots,  who  care  neither  I'or  God,  man  or  them- 
selves. 

We  arc  at  liie  fool  of  the  mountains,  where  the 
San  Luis  road  ascends  the  Sierra  Madre, and  for  two 
days  have  had  the  most  searching  norther  blowing  i 
cierleJt.  The  ui„lit  belore  last,  snow  fell  an  inch 
deep,  and  you  never  imagined  a more  uncomfortabie 
set  than  we  were  for  filly  hours,  the  wind  driving 
through  our  thin,  two-Uiirds  worn  tents,  as  througli 
selves.  1 assure  you,  my  temperance  principles 
would  not  have  been  shocked  to  have  exchanged 
hall  an  hour  of  “grand  rounds”  in  camp,  for  hall  an 
hour  at  the  Planters’,  or  at  our  inimitable  friend’s  of 
the  St.  Louis  house,  even  though  they  forced  upon 
me  a hoi  punch  or  two,  during  the  time. 

Yours,  &c.  JV], 


90 


NILES  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  10,  1847— PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


“The  forces  tinder  the  command  of  general 
Taylor.”  Under  this  caption  the  Washington  Union 
of  the  29th  ult  had  the  following  leading  editorial. 
“We  have  been  permitted  to  examine  a statement 
prepared  at  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general  of  the 
army,  showing,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
amount  of  force  left  under  the  orders  of  General 
Taylor  after  the  withdrawal  of  a part  of  the  army 
of  occupation  for  service  under  Gen.  Scott.  The 
statement  embraces  the  regular  troops  left  under 
the  command  of  General  Taylor,  together  with  the 
regiment  of  volunteers  called  out  in  November,  J846, 
three  of  which  are  known  to  have  already  arrived 
on  the  Rio  Grande.  There  can  be  little,  if  any 
doubt,  indeed,  that  they  all  reached  Matamoros  be- 
fore the  23d  instant. 

According  to  this  statement,  the  aggregate  of 
force,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Taylor,  as  shown  upon  the  muster  rolls, 
is  13,910.  Of  these  1,122  are  regular  troops;  8,252 
are  volunteers  of  the  levies  of  May  and  June  last; 
making  a total  of  9,374  men,  exclusive  of  the  new 
volunteer  regiments.  But  it  is  supposed  that  of 
these  9,374,  not  more  than  8,000  certainly  should  be 
counted  as  effective.  It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  of 
these  troops  in  the  field,  the  efi'eclive  force  may  not 
exceed  7,500.  To  this  number,  however,  must  be 
added  the  new  regiments  of  volunteers  called  out  in 
November,  1846,  amounting  to  4,53C.  Of  these  not 
more  than  4,000  can  probably  be  reckoned  as  effec- 
tive. The  whole  actual  efi'ective  force,  therefore, 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Taylor,  is  not  far  from 
12,000. 

The  same  statement  exhibits  also,  so  far  as  is 
known,  the  distribution  of  the  troops  (exclusive  of 
the  new  regiments)  along  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande 
fiom  the  Brazos  to  Camargo,  and  thence  along  the 
line  of  operations  to  Monterey  and  Agua  Nueva. — 
From  this  part  of  the  statement,  it  appears  that  there 
are  at  the  posts  on  the  RiorGrande,  including  Brazos 
island,  Point  Isabel,  Fort  Brown,  Matamoros,  Ca- 
margo,  and  Mier,  a total  number  of  1,434  troops.  Of 
these,  543  are  at  Camargo;  598  are  at  Matamoros 
and  Fort  Brow  n on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  But 
the  new  regiments  must  have  already  reinforced 
some  if  not  all  ot  these  posts;  and  tlie  number  of 
troops  now  at  Camargo  is  probably  not  less  than 
l,50i).  The  garrison  at  Monterey  numbers  1,327 
troops,  with  40  pieces  of  artillery.  Between  the  posts 
on  the  Ri.-  Grande  and  Monterey,  at  Loredo,  Punta 
Aguada,  Corralvo,  and  Marin,  there  are  about  700 
troops;  and  the  remainder  of  the  force,  as  above 
staled,  is  supposed  to  be  at  Agua  Nueva,  (the  head- 
quarters of  General  1'aylor,  wneii  last  heard  from 
officially),  at  Saltillo,  and  the  Pass  of  the  Rinconada. 

On  the  30th,  the  “Union”  in  another  says — “W* 
understand  at  Uie  war  office  that  the  force  at  and 
in  the  position  near  Saltillo  was  about  five  thousand 
nine  hundred,  of  which  a little  upwards  of  five  thou- 
sand may  be  counted  as  effective;  and  this  is  the  whol» 
amount  which  could  have  been  brought  into  the  field 
to  oppose  General  Santa  Anna  at  any  point  between 
Monterey  and  Agua  Nueva,  unless  a conflict  took 
place  near  Monterey;  in  which  case  part  of  the  troops 
there  stationed,  (some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred), 
would  no  doubt  be  made  available. 

“We  may  add,  of  the  force  at  Saltillo,  there  are 
four  companies  of  United  States  aitillery,  well  equip 
ped,  with  eighteen  guns,  and  four  comjianies  oi  dra- 
goons; making  in  all  about  six  hundred  and  fifty 
regulars,  who,  lor  prowess  and  skill  in  battle,  we 
believe,  would  be  unsurpassed  in  any  serwee  in  the 
world. 

“Should  Col.  Morgan  have  succeeded  in  making 
Ills  way  from  Seralvo  to  Monterey,  (which  we  sin- 
cerely trust  may  be  the  case),  he  would  carry  into 
Gen.  Tajlor’scamp  a leiriforcemeiit  of  from  400  to 
500  volunteers.’’ 
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correspondence  retween  the  war  department 
and  gen.  TAYLOR. 

Memoranda  for  the  Chiefs  of  the  General  Staff  of  the 
Jinny  at  iVashington. 

An, army  of  some  twenty  odd  thousand  men,  re- 
gulars and  volunleei s,  including  the  troops  already 
ill  Texas,  is  about  to  be  directed  against  Mexico,  in 
several  columns. 

For  the  number  of  troops  yet  to  be  sent  into  Texas; 
the  rendezvous  or  points  of  departuie  and  the  routes 
of  march  Ihitber,  each  chief  ol  the  general  slafi'vvill 
obtain  the  information,  needful  to  his  particular  de- 
pailinent,  from  the  secretary  of  war’s  calls  upon  the 
governors  of  the  several  slates  and  from  the  adjutant 
general. 

Arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition  and  camp  equi- 
page must  be  thrown  in  advance  upon  the  several 
rendezvous  or  points  of  departure,  unless  depots  or 


arsenals  should  be  in  the  routes  which  may  be  given 
to  volunteers.  It  is  not  foreseen  that  guns  or  field 
artillery,  will  be  given  to  any  body  of  volunteers 
other  than  a detachment  which  will  march  under 
Col.  Kearny,  from  Fort  Leavenworth.  See  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject  given  to  that  officer. 

Subsistence  will  also  be  thrown,  in  advance,  upon 
the  several  rendezvous  given,  and  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, on  the  several  routes  thence  to  be  given  to  both 
regulars  and  volunteers.  Plard  bread  and  bacon, 
(side  pieces  or  middlings)  are  suggested  and  recom- 
mended for  marches  both  on  account  of  health  and 
comparative  lightness  of  transportation.  On  many 
of  the  routes  it  is  supposed  beef  cattle  may  be  ob- 
tained in  tolerable  abuiidandance. 

With  the  means  of  transportation,  by  water  and 
land,  according  to  the  several  routes  to  be  given  to 
the  troops,  and  on  land,  whether  wagons  or  pack 
mules,  or  both  wheels  and  packs — the  quartermaster 
general  will  charge  himself  at  once,  and  as  fast  as 
the  necessary  data  can  be  settled  or  known.  It  may, 
however,  be  now  assumed  by  him  and  the  two  other 
chiefs  of  staff  in  question,  that  Cincinnati  and  New- 
port, (Kentucky),  Madison,  or  Jefl'erson,  Indiana; 
Louisville  and  Smithland,  Kentucky;  Quincy  or  Al- 
ton, Illinois;  Memphis  and  Nashville,  Tennessee; 
Washingtoh  or  Fulton,  on  the  Red  River,  and  Nat- 
chez, Mississippi,  will  be  appointed  as  places  of  ren- 
dezvous for  considerable  bodies  of  volunteers,  about 
to  be  called  for  by  the  war  department.  For  marches 
by  land,  a projet  for  the  means  of  transportation,  by 
company,  battalion  or  regiment,  according  to  route, 
is  requested  as  a general  plan.  The  means  of  trans 
poi  tation  on,  and  beyond  the  Rio  Grande,  using  for 
the  latter  purpose  those  which  may  accompany  the 
troops,  will  require  a particular  study;  but  boats  for 
transporting  supplies  on  that  river  should  be  early 
provided — assuming  the  depth  of  water  to  a certain 
height  (up  the  river)  at  three,  or  three  and  a half 
feet,  and  to  another  distance,  higher  up,  at  two  and 
a half  feet.  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Headquarters  of  the  army,  May  15,  1846. 

It  is  further  desirable  that  the  surgeon  general 
should  take  early  measures  to  throw  necessary  sup- 
plies from  his  department,  upon  the  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, (as  fast  as  they  can  be  ascertained  as  above) 
for  the  dift'erent  bodies  of  volunteers  and  regulars  to 
be  put  in  route  for  the  Rio  Grande,  and  for  the  aug- 
mented forces  about  to  be  assembled  on  that  river. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

May  15,  1346. 

General  T.  S.  Jesiip,  quartermaster  general. 

General  G Gibson,  Coin’y  gen.  sub. 

Gen.  N.  Towson,  paymaster  general. 

Colonel  G.  Talcott,  ordnance  department. 

Dr.  Thomas  Lawson,  surgeon  general. 

Headquarters  army  of  Occupation, 

Matamoros,  June  3d,  1846. 

Sir — I respectfully  enclose  herewith  a field  re- 
turn of  the  forces  in  and  near  Matamoros,  both  re- 
gular and  volunteer.  The  corps  known  to  have  ar- 
riied  at  Point  Isabel,  of  which  no  returns  have  yet 
been  received,  will  carry  the  entire  force  under  my 
orders  to  near  eight  thousand  men. 

I am  necessarily  detained  at  this  point  for  want  of 
suitable  transportation  to  carry  on  ofi'enssve  opera 
tions.  There  is  not  a steamboat  at  my  command  pro- 
per for  the  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande;  and  without 
water  transportation,  1 consider  it  useless  to  attempt 
any  extensive  movement.  Measures  have  been  taken 
to  procure  boats  of  a suitable  draught  and  description, 
and  one  or  two  may  be  now  expected.  In  the  mean- 
time, 1 propose  to  push  a battalion  of  infantry  as  far 
as  Reyiiosa,  and  occupy  that  town.  For  any  opera- 
tions in  the  direction  of  Monleiey,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  establish  a large  depot  at  Camargo,  which  I 
will  lose  no  lime  in  doing  as  soon  as  proper  trans- 
ports arrive,  unless  I receive  counter  instructions 
Irom  the  department. 

I trust  that  the  department  v'ill  see  that  1 could 
not  possibly  have  anticipated  the  arrival  of  such 
heavy  reinforcements  from  Louisiana  as  are  now 
here,  and  on  their  way  hither.  Without  large  means 
of  transportation,  this  force  will  embarrass  rather  than 
lacilitate  our  operations.  1 cannot  doubt  that  the 
deparlnieiit  has  already  given  instructions,  based 
upon  the  change  in  our  position  since  my  first  call 
for  volunteers. 

Our  last  accounts  of  Arista  represent  his  force  to 
be  halted  at  Coma,  an  extensive  hacienda  on  the 
Monterey  road,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  this 
point.  He  has  pickets  covering  the  roads  leading  to 
Matamoros,  with  a view  to  cut  oil'  all  communica- 
tions h iih  the  interior.  The  departmental  authori- 
ties have  issued  a decree  denouncing  as  traitors  all 
who  hold  intercourse  with  us,  or  with  those  who  do 
so.  I am  nevertheless  disposed  to  believe  that  in 
some  quarters,  at  least,  our  presence  is  not  unfavora- 


bly viewed.  We  have  no  intelligence  from  the  city 
of  Mexico. 

Ordnance  stores  and  other  munitions  of  war  are 
continually  discovered  in  the  town.  Five  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a very  large  amount  of  balls,  shells,  and 
ammunition  generally,  have  been  brought  to  light. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z TAYLOR, 

Bt.  Br.  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 
The  adjt.  gen.  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  army  of  occupation, 

Matamoros,  June  10,  1846. 

Sir — I beg  leave  earnestly  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  department  to  the  following  points: 

1st.  The  great  influx  of  volunteers  at  Point  Isabel. 
Five  regiments  certainly  from  Louisiana,  numbering, 
say  3 600  men;  two  regiments  or  battalions  from 
Louisville  and  St.  Louis  numbering,  say  1,200  more, 
several  companies  from  Alabama,  and  1 know  not 
how  many  from  Texas,  the  latter  now  beginning  to 
arrive.  The  volunteer  troops  now  under  ray  orders 
amount  to  nearly  6,000  men.  How  far  they  may 
be  increased  without  previous  notification  to  me,  it 
is  impossible  to  tell. 

2dly.  The  entire  want  of  the  proper  kind  of  trans- 
portation to  push  my  operations  up  the  river.  The 
boats  on  which  I depend  for  this  service  were  found 
to  be  nearly  destroyed  by  worms,  and  entirely  unfit 
for  the  navigation  of  the  river.  At  my  instance. 
Major  Thomas,  on  the  10th  of  May,  required  from 
Lieut.  Col.  Hunt  a boat  of  the  proper  description, 
and  followed  it  up  in  a few  days  by  a requisition  for 
another.  At  the  last  dales  from  N.  Orleans  no  boat 
had  been  procured.  Capt.  Sanders  of  the  engineers, 
was  despatched  by  me  to  New  Orleans  to  assist  in 
procuring  suitable  boats,  but  I have  yet  received  no 
report  fro  u him. 

As  I have  previously  reported,  my  operations  are 
completely  paralyzed  by  the  want  of  suitable  steam- 
boats to  navigate  the  Rio  Grande.  Since  the  18lh 
of  May  the  army  has  laid  in  camp  near  this  place, 
continually  receiving  heavy  reinforcements  of  men, 
but  no  facility  of  water  transport,  without  which 
additional  numbers  are  but  an  embarrassment. 

1 desire  to  place  ir.yself  right  in  this  matter,  and 
the  department  see  that  the  inactivity  of  the  army 
results  from  no  neglect  of  mine.  I must  express  my 
astonisliinenl  that  such  large  reinforcements  have 
been  sent  forward  to  join  the  army,  without  being 
accompanied  by  the  means  of  transportation,  both 
by  land  and  water,  to  render  them  efficient.  As 
matters  now  stand,  w hatever  may  be  the  expectations 
of  the  department,  I cannot  move  from  this  place; 
and  unless  Capt.  Sanders  shall  succeed  in  procuring 
boats  of  the  proper  kind,  I cun  give  no  assurance  in 
regard  to  future  operations. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 

Bt.  Br.  Gen.  U.  S.  army,  commanding. 

The  Adjut.  Gen.  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Endorsement  by  the  .Adjutant  General. 

[Remarks — “How  far  the  volunteer  force  will  be 
increased  without  previous  iiotiflcalioii  to  me,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell.”  With  regard  to  the  force  called  out 
by  Gen.  Gaines,  and  pushed  forward  by  him,  Gen. 
Taylor,  no  doubt,  was  not  informed,  as  he  could  not 
be  from  this  office,  because  the  amount  was  unknown. 
Of  the  twelve  months'  men  aut.horized  by  the  executive, 
the  general  was  timely  and  specially  notified.  Sec 
the  general  in  chiel’s  instructions  of  June  12,  and 
adjutant  general’s  of  June  16  ] R.  J. 

Endorsement  by  Major  General  Scott. 

Respecifally  laid  betore  me  secretary  of  war,  who 
is  requested  to  look  at  my  circular,  (memoranda) 
sent  round  to  chiefs  of  stall',  including  quartermaster 
general,  dated  May  13,  1846. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

June  27,  1846. 

War  department,  Washington  July  1,  1846. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  transmit  here- 
with a commission,  issued  to  you  by  the  president,  of 
major  general  in  the  army  ot  the  United  Stales, 
pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  congress 
passed  18th  June  last,  a copy  of  which  is  also  here- 
with enclosed. 

On  receiving  your  despatch  No.  51,  stating  your 
want  of  means  for  transporting  troops,  supplies,  &c. 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  1 desired  the  quartermaster  ge- 
neral to  inform  me  what  measures  had  been  taken 
en  that  subject.  1 herewith  send  you  his  reply.  I 
trust  that  ihe  steps  taken  by  your  orders,  and  those 
of  the  quartermaster  general  here,  will  have  I'uriiUh- 
the  means  to  enable  you  to  prosecute  active  opera- 
tions, as  suggested  in  my  letters  of  the  28th  of  May 
and  8tb  of  June. 

1 anticipated  the  embarrassments  of  which  you 
complain,  by  the  accumulaticu  of  troops  before  ac- 
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commodations  could  possibly  be  provided,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  the  employment  of  them.  The 
only  relief  which  can  be  applied  to  the  case,  is  that 
contained  in  my  previous  communications  to  you  on 
the  subject,  and  in  that  from  the  adjutant  general  of 
the  25lh  of  May. 

The  atrocious  murder  of  Col.  Cross  has  created  a 
general  anxiety  that  the  guilty  perpetrator  of  it 
should  be  brought  to  punishment.  It  is  generally  un- 
derstood here  that  he  is  Romano  Falcon,  and  that  the 
crime  can  be  proved  against  him.  If  this  be  so,  allow 
me  to  express  a hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  get 
him  into  your  custody,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be 
dealt  with  as  he  deserves.  Any  fair  and  proper 
you  may  deem  fit  to  eli'ect  this,  will  be  approved  and 
sanctioned  by  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  L.  MARCY,  secretary  of  war. 
Jtlaj.  Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  army  of  occupation 
on  the  Rio  Grande. 

JHemoranda. 

Lieut.  Col.  Hunt  reported  on  the  23d  of  May  that 
he  had  been  requested  by  Major  Thomas  to  send  to 
the  Rio  Grande  a light  draft  steamboat.  On  the  4lh 
of  June  he  reported  that  he  had  not,  up  to  that  time, 
been  able  to  obtain  a suitable  boat.  On  the  11th  of 
June  he  reported  that  he  had  purchased  the  Undine 
and  the  Troy,  two  light  draught  boats,  and  expected 
to  buy  one  or  two  more — had  engaged  one  which  he 
expected  in  a week.  On  the  19th  of  June  Colonel 
Whiting  reported  that  Lieut-  Col.  Hunt  had  purchas- 
ed and  chartered  seven  steamboats  for  the  Rio  Grande. 
Capt.  Sanders  on  the  2lst  June  reports  that  he  had 
purchased  a boat,  and  on  the  25lh  of  June  another, 
under  orders  from  Gen.  Taylor,  for  the  Rio  Grande. 
On  the  12th  of  June,  the  day  on  which  I received 
the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hunt  of  the  4lh,  1 directed 
Captain  Clark,  then  at  Columbus,  Geo.  to  ascertain 
whether  suitable  boats  could  be  obtained  on  the 
Chattahoochee,  and  to  communicate  with  Colonel 
Hunt. 

On  the  17th  of  June  I gave  authority  to  Lieutenant 
Col.  Taylor,  brother  of  Gen.  Taylor,  then  in  this 
city  on  his  w ay  lo  the  south,  to  provide,  on  his  way 
down  the  Ohio,  all  the  transports  that  he,  after  con- 
sulting Capt.  Sanders,  might  deem  necessary  for  the 
most  efficient  operations  of  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  brother. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  Major  Tompkins,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, was  ordered  to  purchase  three  boats. 

Onthe20lhof  June,  Captain  Wayne,  assistant  in 
niy  office,  was  despatched  to  the  south  lo  examine 
one  or  more  light  draft  iron  steamers,  and  If  they 
should  be  found  suitable  for  service  on  the  Rio 
Grande  and  other  shallow  southern  rivers,  to  pur- 
chase, and  have  them  taken  in  the  shortest  timb 
possible  to  the  Brazos  Santiago. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  Capt.  Sanders  was  requested 
to  purchase  or  charter  such  boats  as  he  might  be 
assured  would  render  efficient  service  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  to  employ  pilots  if  he  considered  them 
necessary.  TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Note — Measures  hare  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  a greater  number  of  boats  than  will 
be  required,  whilst  there  shall  be  a reasonable  pros- 
pect of  having  enough. 

Headquarters  .Army  Occupation, 
Matamoros,  June  17,  1846. 

Sir:  I deem  it  proper  to  report  that  no  advices 
have  been  received  from  general  headquarters  since 
the  10th  inst. — “general  orders”  No.  13,  and  “spe 
cial  orders’’  No.  45,  both  of  May  26'.h,  being  receiv- 
ed on  that  day.  Our  dates  from  the  north  through 
the  newspapers  are  some  days  later. 

No  steamboats  have  been  sent  out  from  New  Or 
leans  for  the  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  information  on  that  point,  or 
respecting  the  views  of  the  government,  1 am  alto- 
gether in  the  dark  as  to  our  future  operations.  I 
must  think  that  orders  have  been  given  by  superior  au- 
thority to  suspend  the  forwarding  of  means  of  transpor- 
tation from  fTew  Orleans.  1 cannot  otherwise  account 
for  the  extraordinary  delay  shown  by  the  quarter- 
master’s department  in  that  city.  Even  the  mails 
containing  probably  importa-nt  despatches  from  the 
government,  are  not  expedited. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilson  has  occupied  Reynosa, 
without  opposition.  What  remains  of  the  Mexican 
army  is  understood  to  be  still  at  Linares,  and  has 
suO'ered  from  disease.  General  Torrejon  has  died, 
and  Colonel  Carasco,  at  last  advices,  was  very  ill. — 
1 learn  that  Generals  Arista  and  Ampudia  have 
gone  to  Mexico,  probably  for  the  trial  of  the  former 
or  both. 

Volunteer  regim^'nls  have  arrived  from  Louisville 
and  St.  Louis,  making  with  those  from  Louisiana, 
eight  strong  and  organized  battalions — mustering 
over  5,000  men. 


In  addition,  we  have  seven  companies  of  Alabama 
volunteers,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  companies  from 
Texas — others  from  Texas,  are  continually  arriv- 
ing. A portion  of  these  volunteers  have  been  lying 
in  camp  at  this  place  for  nearly  a month,  complete- 
ly paralyzed  by  the  want  of  transportation.  Ex- 
posed as  they  are  in  this  climate  to  disease  of  the 
camp,  and  without  any  prospect,  so  far  as  I can  see, 
of  being  usefully  employed,  I must  recommend  that 
they  be  allowed  lo  return  to  their  homes. 

1 have  despatched  Captain  McCulloch,  a good  par- 
tizan  officer,  in  the  direction  of  Linares,  with  his 
company,  to  gain  information,  touching  the  numbers 
and  position  of  the  enemy,  and  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

1 enclose  herewith  the  descriptive  roll  of  the  de- 
tachment of  recruits  brought  out  by  Lieutenant  Me 
Phail. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 

The  Adj’t  Gen’l,  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hero  Orleans,  June  5,  1846. 

Sir:  By  the  instructions  of  General  Taylor,  a copy 
of  which  I have  the  honor  to  enclose,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  he  has  sent  me  hither  to  procure  trans- 
portation, for  the  want  of  which,  his  movements  at 
the  present  moment  are  completely  paralyzed.  His 
new  base  of  operation*  requires  his  principal  depot 
to  be  at  Camargo,  which  is  150  miles  inland.  To 
get  his  supplies  there,  and  keep  his  wagon  train  free 
lo  move  with  the  army,  renders  it  imperatively  ne- 
cessary to  use  the  river  in  transporting  them.  'I'he 
distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  to  Ca- 
margo, by  the  river,  is  from  350  to  400  miles,  i 
have  been  up  as  far  as  Matamoros.  From  personal 
observation,  and  the  best  information  1 can  procure 
about  that  part  of  the  river  whch  I have  not  seen,  1 
am  satisfied  that  none  but  our  lightest  draught  river 
boats  will  answer  the  purposes  of  navigation  on  that 
river.  These  boats  are  very  fragile,  and  there  will 
be  serious  risk  of  their  loss  in  carrying  them  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Rio  Bravo.  The  general,  with 
his  usual  close  and  strict  economy  in  all  public  ex- 
penditures, has  limited  the  number  to  the  fewest 
which,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
could  answer  his  purposes.  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  thinks,  with  me,  that 
the  number  should  be  doubled:  that  is,  increased  lo 
eight.  I have  taken  this  informal  but  direct  way  of 
appealing  to  you  for  authority  lo  increase  the  num- 
ber. To  have  half  transportation  when  ready  to 
start  would  again  thwart  the  best  arranged  move- 
ment. There  is  nothing  which  will  so  firmly  secure 
our  acquisition  of  the  Rio  Bravo  as  the  introduction 
of  steam  navigation  on  its  waters.  Also  I do  not 
despair  of  seeing  one  of  the  lightest  boats  being  sent 
up  as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  roads  from  San  An- 
tonio lo  Mexico,  which  must  be  the  routes  followed 
by  any  mounted  troops  sent  by  land  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley  into  Mexico.  Colonel  Hunt  and  my- 
self are  both  satisfied  that  not  over  two  of  the  pro- 
per kinds  of  boats  can  be  procured  here.  1 there- 
fore start  immediately  for  Louisville.  1 expected 
to  get  one  of  the  public  boats  from  Colonel  Long, 
of  the  topographical  engineers.  If  I cannot  obtain 
another  suitable  one  there,  1 certainly  can  at  Can- 
cinnali.  As  soon  as  1 have  procured  and  sent  off 
the  four  boats,  1 have  the  general’s  verbal  permis- 
sion lo  visit  my  family  at  Pittsburg,  at  which  place 
I hope  I may  reeeive  your  authority  for  procuring 
the  additional  number  which  seems  so  indispensably 
requisite  for  the  certain  transportation  of  our  mili- 
tary stores.  The  general’s  calculations  of  the  wants 
of  transportation  was  for  a much  smaller  number 
of  troops  than  are  evidently  being  sent  lo  him. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  1 have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SANDERS,  Capt.  Engineers. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 

Matamoros,  May  28,  1846. 

Sir:  With  a view  to  expedite  the  procuring  of 
small  steamboats  for  the  navigation  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  which  is  indispensable  to  future  operations, 
the  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed 
wilhoutdelay  toNevv  Orleans,  and  there  assist  Lieut. 
Col.  Hunt  in  procuring  bouts  of  the  proper  draft  and 
description. 

Four  boats  will  be  required,  and  you  may  give  as- 
surances that  they  will  receive  employment  at  good 
prices,  in  transporting  military  stores  on  the  river. 
Should  any  change  in  the  condition  of  afi’airs  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  discharge  them  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod than  is  now  contemplated,  you  will  assure  the 
proprietors  that  they  shall  bo  remunerated  for  the 
lime  so  lost. 


In  executing  this  service,  you  will  please  com- 
municate with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hunt,  lo  whom 
you  will  show  this  letter  of  instructions,  and  also 
with  Colonel  Winthrop,  who  has  promised  his  aid  in 
this  matter. 

The  proper  draught  of  the  boats,  and  the  descrip- 
tion best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  you  have  already 
learned  from  the  commanding  general. 

After  the  completion  of  this  service,  you  will 
please  return  lo  headquarters. 

If  the  requisite  number,  or  indeed  none  of  the 
proper  kind  of  boats  can  be  procured  at  once  in  New 
Orleans,  you  will  proceed  up  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers  until  you  fully  accomplish  the  object  of 
your  mission. 

The  commanding  general  deems  it  preferable  lo 
make  arrangements  for  compensating  the  boats,  by 
giving  the  owners  assurances  of  their  receiving  libe- 
ral prices  for  freight;  but  the  boats  must  be  procured 
if  they  have  either  to  be  bought  or  chartered. 

As  expedition  is  essential  to  this  biisine.ss,  arrange- 
ments must  be  made  to  have  at  least  the  first  boats 
you  engage  or  procure  towed  round  the  coast  by 
some  good  sea  boat  of  sufficient  power  to  prevent 
any  unnecessary  detention  or  delays. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Assistant  Adj’l  Gen. 
Capt.  Jno.  Sanders,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Matamoros. 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

IVasliington  city,  June  24,  1846. 
Sir:  I have  to-day  received  your  letter  of  the  21st 
instant.  It  is  my  desire,  as  I believe  it  is  that  of 
every  one  here,  to  render  the  most  efficient  aid  to 
General  Taylor’s  operations.  You  were  right  lo 
act  once  without  wailing  for  special  authority  from 
Washington.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  I desire  you  to  purchase  or  charter 
such  boats  as  you  are  confident  will  render  effi- 
cient service.  If  you  consider  pilots  necessary,  em- 
ploy them. 

The  three  boats,  Utica,  New  Haven,  and  Swift- 
sure,  were  especially  recommended  lo  me  by  Cap- 
tain Page,  of  the  ocean  steamer  McKim,  who  is  a 
seaman  as  well  as  an  old  steamboat  captain — had  he 
not  have  been  placed  in  command  of  a sea  steamer, 
he  would  have  purchased  those  boats  for  the  Rio 
Grande — if  you  consider  them  unsuited  to  that  river, 

I will  thank  you  lo  request  Maj.  Tompkins  not  lo  buy 
them.  After  a confinement  for  several  days  to  my 
room,  I am  out  to-day,  but  not  well. 

I will  return  the  map  in  two  or  three  days. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP,  Quartermaster  General. 
Capt.  John  Sanders,  U.  S.  Engineer,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Extracts  from  a letter  of  Capt  J.  Sanders,  engi- 
neer corps,  to  the  quartermaster  general: 

Pillsburg,  July  2,  1846. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I have  completed 
iny  purchases  of  the  light  draught  steamboats  on  ac- 
count of  your  department,  for  the  transportation  of 
military  stores  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

“1  send  herewith  a descriptive  list  of  the  same. 

“Allow  me,  general,  lo  take  this  occasion  of  ex- 
pressing my  acknowledgments,  not  only  for  the  ready 
and  cheerful  assistance  and  hearty  co-operation 
which  you  had  the  kindness  to  extend  to  me,  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duly,  but  also  for  that  which  I have 
received  from  the  hands  of  those,  if  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  so,  highly  zealous  and  active  officers. 
Col.  Hunt  and  Maj.  Tompkins,  of  your  department. 

1 shall  most  assuredly  take  the  liberty  of  reperting 
the  same  to  my  commanding  general. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c., 

“JOHN  SANDERS,  Capt.  of  Engineers.” 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 
H'ashinglon,  July  5,  1846. 
C.-iptain:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d 
instant,  and  in  reply  have  to  assure  you,  that  for  the 
support  which  you  have  received  from  this  depart- 
ment no  extraordinary  credit  is  due.  You  were  em- 
ployed on  an  important  duty,  and  it  would  have  been 
criminal  in  any  officer  of  the  department  not  to  have 
given  you  all  the  aid  in  his  power.  Apart  from  all 
considerations  of  duty,  however,  1 am  disposed  lo 
sustain  General  Taylor  to  the  utmost;  and  as  far  as 
the  means,  the  energies,  and  the  credit  of  the  de- 
partment shall  enable  me,  he  may  rely  on  all  I can 
accomplish  for  him.  I sustained  him  for  more  than 
two  months  by  using  appropriations  for  the  service 
of  his  army  v\hich  the  president  would  have  been 
impeached  for  using;  it  was  contrary  to  law  to  di- 
vert them  from  the  objects  to  which  congress  in- 
tended they  should  be  applied;  but  1 considered  that 
the  situation  of  the  army  caused  an  overruling  neces- 
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sity  which  justified  the  course  which  I adopted.  I 
shall  never  forget  how  faithfully  and  ably  Gen.  Tay- 
lor sustained  me  in  Florida. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  many  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  might  be 
removed  by  a good  dredging  machine.  In  Florida, 
I availed  mjself  of  the  steamboats  on  the  St.  John 
more  than  double  the  distance  1 could  have  used 
them  without  dredge-boats.  If  you  think  a dredging 
boat  and  machine  can  be  made  advantageously  you 
are  authorised  to  purchase,  or  cause  one  to  be  pre- 
pared, a suitable  one,  and  cause  it  to  be  put  into  ope- 
ration as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP,  Quartermaster  Gen. 
Capt.  John  Sanders,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


J^ott  hy  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  passage  in  the  foregoing  letter  •vhich  relates 
to  diverting  appropriations,  was  first  brought  to  my 
notice  while  preparing  the  documents  to  answer  the 
resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Gen. 
Jesup,  being  absent,  has  been  written  to  for  an  ex- 
planation. 

The  following  certificates — one  from  the  second 
comptroller,  and  the  other  from  the  requisition  clerk 
of  this  department — will  show  that  no  appropriation 
has  been  over  drawn,  and  that  in  settling  the  ac- 
counts, the  appropriations  for  this  department  have 
been  applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended by  congress: 

“Treasury  Department, 
“S:cond  Comptroller's  Office,  Feb.  8,  1847. 

“All  requisitions  on  the  treasury  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  calling  for  money  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers,  come  directly  to  this 
office  from  the  w ar  department. 

“It  is  my  duly,  as  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  to 
examine  such  requisitions  to  see  if  they  are  ‘war- 
ranted by  law.’ 

“No  requisition  is  permitted  to  pass,  unless  there 
is  a balance  on  the  books  of  this  office  to  the  credit 
of  the  appropriation  on  wliich  it  is  dravvn  sufficient 
to  meet  it. 

“The  amount  of  the  requisition,  if  passed,  is 
charged  to  the  officer  in  whose  favor  it  is  draw  n,and 
he  is  required  strictly  to  account  for  its  expenditure, 
by  the  production  of  vouchers,  showing  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
appropriated. 

“In  no  case  has  an  appropriation  been  overdrawn 
on  a requisition  passed  at  this  office,  nor  has  any  ac- 
count been  admitted  and  passed  at  this  office,  where 
the  money  has  been  applied  to  a purpose  ditl'erent 
from  that  for  which  it  was  appropriated. 

“ALBION  K.  PARRIS,  Comptroller.” 

“Being  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
war  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  out  requisitions  for 
money  on  the  treasury  department,  1 hereby  certify 
that  in  no  instance,  since  the  troops  were  ordered 
into  Texas,  has  a requisition  been  issued  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war  on  a requisition  or  draught  from  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  where  there  was  not 
sufficient  money  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation 
to  pay  it. 

“NATHAN  RICE,  Requisition  Clerk. 

“February  8,  1847  ” 

Since  the  foregoing  was  prepared,  1 have  received 
from  Gen.  Jesup  a reply  to  my  letter  to  him,  asking 
an  explanation  of  the  passage  in  his  letter  to  Capt. 
Sanders.  Both  my  letter  and  his  reply  follow. 

W.L  MARCY. 


War  Department,  Feb.  10,  1847. 

Sir:  A resolution  has  been  passed  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  as  you  may  have  observed  by  the 
newspapers,  calling  upon  the  president  to  furnish 
that  body,  among  other  matters,  the  correspondence 
with  the  quartermaster’s  department  in  relation  to 
transportation  for  the  army. 

In  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  July  last  addressed  to 
Captain  Sanders,  sent  out  from  ihe  Rio  Grande  by 
General  Taylor  to  procure  boats  for  that  river, 
there  is  a (laragraph  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
president  and  myself  while  preparing  to  respond  to 
the  resoluiion,  which,  unexplained,  may  be  used  to 
sustain  a grave  charge  against  the  department.  The 
paragrapli  to  which  1 refer  is  as  lollows:  “1  sus- 

tained” (you  say  in  your  letter  to  Captain  San- 
ders, “him,”  General  Taylor)  “for  more  than  two 
months,  by  using  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
his  army  which  the  president  would  have  been  im 
peached  for  using — it  was  contrary  to  law  to  divert 
them  from  the  objects  to  which  congress  intended 
they  should  be  a|i|died;  but  1 considered  that  the  silu- 
ation  of  tlie  army  caused  an  overruling  necessity 
which  justified  the  course  which  1 adopted.  1 shall 


never  forget  how  faithfully  and  ably  Gen.  Taylor 
sustained  me  in  Florida.” 

The  exigency  and  circumstances  to  which  you  re- 
fer, are  not  set  forth,  and  1 cannot  explain  them  to 
the  president.  I recollect  that  when  the  troops 
were  ordered  into  Texas,  the  appropriation  for 
transportation  was  found  insufficient  for  that  pur 
pose;  but  it  is  my  impression  that  the  deficiency  re- 
sulting from  the  unexpected  emergency  was  sup- 
plied by  a transfer  from  other  appropriations,  which- 
was  made  by  the  president  pursuant  to  lawful  au- 
thority. If  anything  beyond  this  was  done,  it  was 
not  made  known  to  the  president.  If  “an  overrul- 
ing necessity”  required  the  course  you  adopted,  it  is 
regretted  that  it  was  not  reported  to  the  president 
for  his  direction,  and  if  unavoidable,  his  explanation 
to  congress,  on  the  earliest  occasion.  I cannot  but 
think  that  the  paragraph  which  1 have  quoted  is  ca- 
pable of  some  explanation  that  will  change  its  apjva- 
rent  character;  for  the  accounts  in  relation  to  the 
appropriations  for  your  department  have  all  been 
adjusted  at  the  treasury,  and  it  does  not  there  ap- 
pear that  any  part  of  any  one  appropriation  has  been 
permanently  diverted  from  objects  to  which  it  was 
designed  by  congress. 

I hope  this  communication  will  be  received  by  you 
in  season  for  a reply,  which  may  if  necessary,  be 
laid  before  congress  before  its  adjournment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obb;  serv’t, 

WM.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 
Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  Quartermaster  General 

U.  S.  A.  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

JTeio  Orleans,  Feb.  13,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  received  this  moment  your  letter  of 
the  10th  inst.,  and  1 hasten  to  reply  to  it.  The  cir- 
cumstance to  which  I alluded  in  my  letter  to  Capt. 
Sanders,  are  these:  The  appropriations  for  the  ac- 

tive service  had  mostly  been  exhausted.  There 
were  large  balances  of  other  appropriations  subject 
to  my  control.  Congress  was  in  session,  and  the 
president  could  not  make  a transfer.  Without  con- 
sulting you  I applied  large  amounts  of  those  balan- 
ces to  the  active  service.  Not  having  access  to  the 
records  of  my  i ffice,  1 cannot  say  w hat  amounts  they 
w ere,  or  to  what  officers  remitled;  but  Lieut.  Col. 
Hunt  received  here  one  hundred  and  five  thousand 
dollars  of  those  balances,  and  applied  the  whole  to 
the  support  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  army. 

General  Taylor  had  complained  of  the  quarter- 
master’s department.  1 had  received  the  impression 
that  he  believed  he  was  not  cordially  supported  by 
the  officers  of  the  department.  In  writing  to  his 
confidential  agent,  1 wished  to  show  him  that  I was 
ready  to  support  him,  not  only  by  performing  all 
my  ordinary  duties,  but  by  assuming  any  responsi- 
bility the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  require. 

When  1 remaiked  to  Captain  Sanders  that  you 
or  the  president  could  be  impeached  for  acting  as  I 
had  acted,  I alluded  merely  to  the  illegality  of  ap- 
plying appropriations  to  objects  difl'erent  from  those 
for  which  they  had  been  made  by  congress,  and  to 
the  want  of  legal  authority  in  either  to  sanction  what 
I had  done. 

1 did  not  consult  you  on  the  subject  of  using  those 
balances,  because  you  could  not  have  given  me  any 
legal  authority  to  use  them.  1 considered  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  as  it  existed,  sufficient  for  ray 
own  justification,  should  my  conduct  in  the  matter  ev- 
er be  questioned.  1 intended  no  reflection  either  upon 
you  or  the  president,  nor  did  it  occur  to  me  that  my 
remaiks  could  be  so  understood  by  any  one.  1 wish- 
ed to  convince  a brother  officer  with  (whom)  1 had 
been  on  the  most  friendly  terms  for  years,  that  the 
impressions  which  1 supposed  he  entertained  were 
unfounded,  and  that,  in  his  case,  I had  a personal  as 
well  as  a public  moiive  for  sustaining  him  to  the 
utmost. 

1 am  niuch  gratified  that  you  have  afforded  me 
the  opportunity  ol  this  explanation;  and  1 am,  sir, 
with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  TH.  S,  JESUP, 

Quartermaster  General. 

The  Hon.  W.  L.  Marcv,  Secretary  of  War,  Wash- 

inlon  city. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 

Mataiiioros,  July  22,  1846. 

Sin:  I have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  city  of 
Camaigo  was  occupied  without  opposition  on  the 
14lh  inst.,  by  a detachment  of  two  companies  of  the 
7th  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Miles. — 
The  captain  was  joined  the  next  day  by  the  remain- 
der of  the  regiment,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a 
company  of  irregular  cavalry.  He  has  since  been 
reinforced  by  the  5ih  infantry  and  the  first  brigade 
of  infantry  under  General  Worth  now  in  route 
to  Camargo,  except  a guard  of  two  companies 
left  to  escort  the  train  by  land — the  main  pro- 
ceeding by  water.  The  3rd  brigade  will  imme- 


diately follow,  and  in  a few  days  all  the  active  reg- 
ular force  will  be  at  Camargo,  or  in  motion  thither. 
1 am  unavoidably  compelled,  much  to  my  regret,  to 
leave  several  companies  of  the  artillery  regiments 
to  guard  the  different  depots  in  my  rear. 

We  have  now  several  steamboats  in  the  river,  and 
the  business  of  sending  up  troops  and  supplies  is 
urged  as  much  as  possible.  1 find  the  difficulty  of 
throwing  supplies  up  the  river  to  be  very  great,  in 
consequence  of  tbe  rapidity  of  the  current  and  the 
entire  absence  of  dry  steamboat  fuel. 

But  every  effort  will  be  employed  to  overcome 
these  difficulties,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  keep  up  a depot  at  Camargo,  quite  suffi- 
cient for  any  operations  from  that  point: 

As  yet  the  land  route  to  Camargo  is  impassable 
for  wagons,  owing  to  the  recent  rain^  and  freshets. 
As  soon  as  it  shall  become  practicable,  the  field  ar- 
tillery and  train  of  the  army  will  move  forward  to 
Camargo. 

As  soon  as  1 can  complete  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  throwing  forward  the  volunteer  troops  to 
Camargo,  1 propose  to  establish  at  my  headquarters 
at  the  point,  and  organize  without  delay,  a marching 
column  to  move  on  Monterey. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camargo,  Sept.  1,  1846. 

Sir:  Before  marching  for  the  interior  1 beg  leave 
to  place  on  record  some  remai  ks  touching  an  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  public  service,  the  proper  admin- 
i.stration  of  which  is  indispensable  to  the  efficiency 
a campaign.  I refer  to  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment. 7'here  is  at  this  moment,  when  the  army  is 
about  to  take  up  a long  line  of  march,  a great  defi- 
ciency of  proper  means  of  transport  and  of  many 
important  supplies. 

On  the  26lh  April  when  first  apprizing  you  of  the 
increased  force  called  out  by  me,  1 u rote  that  1 trus- 
ted that  the  war  department  would  ‘'give  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  the  staff' department  for  the  supply  of 
this  large  additional  force:”  and  when  first  advised  of 
the  heavy  force  of  twelve  months’  volunteers  ordered 
hither,  1 could  not  doubt  that  such  masses  of  troops 
would  be  accompanied,  or  preferably  preceded  by 
ample  means  of  transportation  and  all  othe  supplies 
necessary  to  render  them  efficient.  But  such  has  not 
been  the  case.  Suitable  steamboats  for  the  Rio 
Grande  were  not  procured  without  repeated  efforts 
directed  from  this  quarter,  and  many  weeks  elapsed 
before  a lodgment  could  be  made  at  this  place,  the 
river  being  perfectly  navigable. 

After  infinite  delays  and  embarrassments,  I have 
succeeded  in  bringing  forward  a portion  of  the  array 
to  this  point,  and  now  the  steamers  procured  in  Pitts- 
burg are  just  arriving.  1 hazard  nothing  in  saying 
that  if  proper  foresight  and  energy  had  been  dis- 
played in  sending  out  suitable  steamers  to  navigate 
the  Rio  Grande,  our  army  w ould  long  since  have 
been  in  possession  of  Monterey. 

Again,  as  to  land  transport.  At  this  moment  our 
wagon  train  is  considerably  less  than  when  we  left 
Corpus  Cnristi,  our  ibree  being  increased  five  fold. — 
Had  we  depended  ujion  means  from  \v  ithout,  the 
army  would  not  have  been  able  to  move  from  this 
place.  But  fortunately  the  means  of  land  transport 
existed  to  some  extent  in  Ihe  country  in  the  shape  of 
pack  mules,  and  we  have  formed  a train  which  will 
enable  a small  army  to  advance  pvrhaps  to  Monte- 
rey. 1 wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  our  ability 
to  move  is  due  wholly  to  means  created  here,  and 
which  could  not  have  been  reckoned  upon  with  safe- 
ty in  Washington. 

1 have  adverted  to  the  grand  points  of  water  and 
land  transportation.  Of  the  want  of  minor  supplies, 
the  aimy  hassutlertd  moie  than  enough.  The  cry- 
ing deficiency  of  camp  equipage  has  been  partially 
relieved  by  llie  issue  of  colion  tents  of  indifferent 
quality.  Our  cavalry  has  been  paralyzed  by  the 
want  of  horse  shoes,  horse  shoe  nails,  and  even  com- 
mon blacksmith’s  tools,  while  many  smaller  deff- 
ciencies  are  daily  brought  to  my  notice. 

1 respectlully  request  that  the  above  statement, 
which  1 make  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  service, 
may  be  laid  before  tbe  general  in  chief  and  secretary 
of  war. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  I'AYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Comd’g. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  September  21,  1846. 

Sir:  A letter  of  Major  General  Taylor,  of  the  1st 
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inst.,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant  general,  and  by  him 
laid  before  me,  pursuant  to  the  request  therein  con- 
tained, is  of  such  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
impeaches  in  such  unqualified  terms  the  management 
of  that  branch  of  of  the  public  service  committed  to 
you,  that  I have  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  order  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  placed  in  your  hands,  and  to  direct 
your  particular  attention  to  it. 

The  avowed  object  of  General  Taylor  in  presen- 
ting these  complaints,  or  rather  accusations,  against 
the  quartarmaster’s  department  is  to  make  them  a 
matter  of  record.  1 am  extremely  unwilling,  and  I 
presume  you  cannot  be  less  so  than  myself  that  they 
should  there  remain,  without  explanation  or  investi- 
gation. 

1 am  fully  aware  of  the  great  difficulties  unavoi- 
dable in  the  management  of  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment on  the  sudden  occurrence  of  a war  when 
the  country  was  not  prepared  for  such  an  emergen- 
cy. General  Taylor  must  be  presumed  to  be  as  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of  embarrass- 
ment attending  the  quartermaster’s  department  as 
any  other  person  and  yet  his  arraignment  of  it  is  not 
qualified  by 'any  allusion  to  them.  The  inference  is, 
that,  all  proper  allowances  made,  he  eonsiderj  that 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department  has  been  such  as  to  deserve  censure. — 
Such  appears  to  me  to  be  his  meaning,  and  such,  I 
apprehend,  will  be  the  general  impression  resulting 
from  the  perusal  of  his  letter.  If  this  censure  is 
really  deserved,  it  is  proper  those  obnoxious  to  it 
should  be  ascertained,  and  dealt  w'ith  as  their  con- 
duct deserves;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  ofiRcers  of  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment have  done  their  duty  in  a proper  and  eflB- 
cient  manner,  as  1 trust  will  be  the  case,  steps  must 
be  taken  to  remove  the  erroneous  impression,  and 
vindicate  their  official  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv’t, 

W.  L.  MARCV, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Major  Gen.  Thos.  S.  Jescp,  Quartermaster  General 
U.  S.  Army. 

N.  B.— The  copy  has  been  furnished  to  the  quar- 
termaster general  by  the  adjutant  general. 

Weio  OrUans,  Dec.  5, 1846. 

Sir:  When  I received  your  letter  of  the  21st.  of 
September,  on  the  subject  of  Major  General  Tay- 
lor’s complainls,  I was  apprehensive  that  neglect  or 
omissions  had  occurred  on  the  parts  of  some  one  or 
more  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  department, 
by  which  his  operations  had  been  seriously  embar- 
rassed; but  1 have  looked  into  the  whole  matter,  and 
I am  bound  in  justice  to  say  that  no  class  of  officers, 
not  even  General  Taylor  and  the  most  distinguished 
men  around  him,  have  better  or  more  faithfully  per- 
formed their  duty;  and  if  anything  has  been  wanting 
which  they  could  have  supplied  it,  it  has  been  be- 
cause the  proper  orders  w ere  not  given,  or  timely 
requisitions  made. 

Id  conducting  a war,  it  is  llie  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  designate  the  object  to  be  accomplished;  it 
is  then  the  duty  of  the  general  who  conducts  the 
operations  to  call  for  the  means  required  to  accom- 
plish that  object.  If  he  fails  to  do  so,  he  is  himself 
responsible  lor  all  the  consequences  of  his  omission. 
Gen.  Taylor  complains  of  w ant  of  water  and  land 
transportation,  camp  equipage  and  shoes  for  his  cav- 
alry horses.  As  to  water  transportation,  I find  that 
he  called  for  a single  light  draught  steamer  early  in 
M ay.  Ijieut.  Calonel  Hunt  could  not  at  once  obtain 
a suitable  boat:  but  he  executed  the  order  as  soon 
as  it  was  possible.  Late  in  May,  or  early  in  June, 
Gen.  Taylor,  considering  four  boats  necessary,  ap- 
pointed his  own  agents  to  obtain  them,  1 was  at  the 
lime  taking  measures  uuder  the  orders  of  General 
Scott,  to  obtain  suitable  boats  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Rio  Grande;  but  having  no  reliable  information 
in  relation  to  the  navigation  of  that  river,  and  be- 
lieving Gen.  Taylor’s  agents  possessed  of  the  requi- 
site knowledge,  1 preferred  that  they  should  execute 
his  orders;  and  1 limited  ray  action  in  the  matter  to 
doubling  the  number  called  for  by  General  Taylor 
and  authorizing  a luriher  increase,  if  considered' 
necessary  by  his  brother  and  one  of  his  agents.  The 
number  required  by  the  general  was,  1 believe,  near- 
ly quadrupled  ultimately  by  the  officers  of  the  de- 
partment. As  to  the  complaint  of  the  general  that 
the  steamers  from  Pittsburg  were  then  (Sept.  1st) 
just  arriving,  it  is  proper  to  stale  that  these  were  the 
very  boats  procured  by  one  ofliisown  agents.  When 
at  Pittsburg,  I inquired  into  the  delay  of  those  boats 
and  It  is  but  justice  to  Captain  Sanders,  General 
J aylor  s agent,  to  say  that  no  effort  was  spared  to 
gel  them  into  service  as  early  as  possible. 

As  to  the  complaint  in  regard  to  the  want  of  land 
transportation,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  there  was 
no  inlormation  at  Washington,  so  tar  as  I was  in- 
formed, to  enable  me  or  the  war  department  to  de- 


termine whether  wagons  could  be  used  in  Mexico. 
General  Taylor,  though  he  had  both  mounted  troops 
and  topographical  engineers,  had  not  supplied  the 
want  of  that  information;  besides,  he  had  not,  as  far  as 
1 know  or  believe,  intimated  to  any  department  his 
intentions  or  wishes  in  regard  to  the  means  of  trans- 
portation to  be  used.  It  was  known  that  he  had  a 
wagon  train  amply  siitfieienl  for  double  the  force  he 
commanded  before  the  arrival  of  the  volunteers — 
added  to  that,  he  had  Gen.  Arista’s  means  of  trans- 
portation; and  he  was  in  a country  abounding  in 
mules,  the  means  of  transportation  best  adapted  to 
the  country,  and  the  only  means  used  by  the  en- 
emy, a general  is  cxpecled  to  avail  himself  of 
the  resources  of  the  country  in  which  he  operates; 
if  General  Taylor  failed  to  do  so,  and  was  without 
the  necessary  transportation,  he  alone  is  responsible; 
those  means  were  limited  only  by  his  own  will.  Ha 
had  officers  of  the  quartermaster’s  department,  able 
to  have  executed  his  orders,  and  willing  to  carry  out 
his  views.  His  authority  alone  was  wanting. 

As  to  camp  equipage,  yon  are  aware  that  the  ap- 
propriation which  I asked  for  last  year  was  stricken 
out,  and  that  not  a cent  was  appropriated  which 
could  be  legally  applied  to  that  object  belore  the 
9th  and  13th  of  May.  When  the  appropriolions 
were  made,  the  officers  of  the  department  were  com- 
pelled to  obtain  materials  wheresoever  they  could 
gel  them,  and  such  as  they  could  get.  Colton  cloth 
was  necessarily  substituied  for  linen  in  the  fabrica- 
tion of  tents.  1 have  no  doubt  a great  deal  of  the  ma- 
terial was  of  the  quality  represented  by  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, but  that  was,  under  the  circumstances,  unavoid- 
able. The  officers  obtained  the  best  they  chuld  get, 
and  deserve  credit  for  their  exertions,  in  place  of 
the  censure  they  have  received. 

I am  somewhat  at  a loss  to  imagine  why  the  de- 
ficiency of  shoes  for  the  dragoon  horses  was  made  a 
subject  of  complaint  against  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment. A blacksmith  is  allowed  by  law  to 
every  troop  of  dragoons.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
commander  of  a iioop  to  have  his  shoeing  tools  com- 
plete, and  to  have,  at  all  limes,  the  necessary  shoe 
and  nail  iron;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  regimental 
commander  to  see  that  timely  requisitions  be  made. 
Now,  if  those  officers  failed  to  have  what  was  neces- 
sary to  the  efficiency  of  their  commands,  let  General 
Taylorhold  them  accountable.  The  quarlennasler’s 
department  is  not  responsible  for  their  neglects. 

As  1 came  through  the  western  country  to  this 
city,  1 was  informed  that  a report  was  circulating 
that  General  Taylor  would  have  taken  forw;ard 
to  Monterey,  a much  larger  force  of  volunteers, 
but  for  the  neglect  of  the  quartermasters’s  depart- 
ment to  furnish  the  n eans  of  transportation.  In 
reply  to  that  report,  I respectfully  ai-kyour  atten- 
tion to  lh«  letter  of  General  Taylor  of  the  2d  ol  July, 
to  the  adjutant  general.  There  he  tells  you,  through 
that  officer,  that  he  proposes  to  operate  from  Camar- 
go  to  Monterey;  he  tells  you  that  he  will  operate 
with  a column  ol  about  6.000  men;  that  he  must  rely 
on  the  country  for  meat,  and  depot  at  Camargo  for 
bread;  and  adds,  as  the  reason  for  not  taking  a great- 
er force,  that  a column  exceeding  six  thousand  men 
cannot  be  supplied  on  that  route  with  bread  alone. 

1 feel,  sir,  that  every  officer  of  the  department  has 
performed  his  duly  faithfully,  if  not  ably  and  that 
the  charges  of  General  Taylor  are  both  unjust  and 
unmerited.  As  regards  myself  I feel  that  1 have 
perlormed  my  whole  duty,  both  to  the  country  and 
to  the  army,  and  if  the  slightest  doubt  remain  on 
that  subject,  I owe  it  to  myself  to  demand  an  imme- 
diate and  thorough  invesligalion  of  my  conduct,  and 
that  of  the  departn.ent,  fiom  the  commencement  of 
operations  on  the  Texan  frontier,  as  well  previous 
to  as  during  the  war. 

1 am  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  cbedient  servant, 
TH.  S.  JliSUP, 

Major  General,  Quartermaster  General, 
The  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marct,  fcJecrelary  of  War,  Wash- 
ington city. 

War  department,  Washington,  Oct.  1,  1846. 
Sir:  1 have  the  honor  ta  enclose  tierewith,  for 
your  information,  a copy  of  an  application  of  the 
quatermaster  general,  fur  orders  to  proceed  to  New 
Orleans  to  direct  in  person  the  operations  of  his  de- 
partment in  the  souiinvest,  and  a copy  of  the  com- 
munication which  has  this  day  been  addressed  to  him , 
complying|vfilh  his  request  upon  that  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  Z.  Taylor,  United  Slates  army,  Ca- 
margo, Mexico. 

Quartermaster  Generat's  Office. 

Washington  city,  Sept.  26,  lis46. 
Sir:  A careful  review  ol  the  difficulties  attending 
the  operations  of  the  branch  of  the  puolic  service  con . 
fided  to  my  administration,  has  cuiivincud  me  that  an 


officer  of  rank,  willing  to  assume  all  necessary  re* 
sponsibility,  and  with  full  authority  to  do  so,  should 
be  near  the  scene  of  the  more  important  operations 
of  the  army. 

I p ropose,  should  it  meet  your  approbation  and 
that  of  the  president,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
and  take  upon  myself  the  general  direction  of  the 
affairs  of  the  department  there  and  on  the  frontier, 
in  order  that  every  exigency  may  be  met  and  pro- 
vided for  without  the  delay  and  inconvenience  that 
results  from  wailing  instructions  from  Washington. 

The  only  possible  objection  that  could  be  urged 
against  the  proposed  measure  in  my  case,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  the  question  of  rank — my  brevet  of  major 
general  making  me  the  senior  of  every  officer  now 
serving  in  Mexico;  but  that  I waive — 1 do  not  desire 
military  command,  and  without  a different  commis- 
sion from  that  which  I hold,  I would  not  accept  it. — 
I propose  to  go  in  my  capacity  as  an  officer  of  the 
staff',  ready  to  obey  the  orders  of  General  Taylor, 
General  Butler,  General  Patterson,  General  Wool, 
or  any  other  office r whom  the  government,  or  the 
accidents  of  service  may  place  in  command  of  the 
army,  or  of  any  separate  division  of  it.  My  only 
object  is  to  benefit  the  country  by  securing  the  ut- 
most efficiency  to  the  measures  of  my  own  depart- 
ment, and  by  that  means  giving  eff'ect  to  the  whole 
service. 

1 propose  to  visit  the  depots  near  the  army  for  the 
purposes  of  inspection,  and  such  other  posts  and 
places  as  the  proper  discharge  of  my  duties  may 
render  necessary.  With  great  consideration  and  re- 
spect, 1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. 

TH.  S.  JESUP,  Quartermaster  General. 
The  Hon.  Wm  L.  Marct,  Secretary  of  War,  Wash- 
ington city. 

War  Department,  October  ] 1846. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  26ih  ulti- 
mo, in  which  you  propose  to  proceed  to  New  Or- 
leans and  lake  upon  yourself  the  ganeral  direction 
of  the  affairs  or  the  quartermaster’s  department 
there  and  on  Itie  frontiers  of  Mexico,  in  order  that 
every  exigency  may  be  met  and  provided  for  with- 
out the  delay  and  inconvenience  that  results  from 
wailing  inslniclions  from  Washington. 

Though  1 do  not  conceive  that  you  could  lake  any 
command  in  the  line  without  an  order  or  assignment 
thereto  by  the  president,  yet  your  waiier  of  any 
claim  to  do  so,  and  your  proposition  to  go  in  your 
capacity  as  an  officer  of  the  staff' — quai  lennaster 
general— ready  to  obey  the  orders  of  General  Taylor, 
General  Butler,  General  Patterson,  General  Woll  or 
any  other  officer  whom  the  government  or  the  acci- 
dents of  service  may  place  in  command  of  the  army, 
or  any  separale'division  of  it,  with  the  express  un- 
derstanding that  you  repair  to  New  Orleans  and  Ihe 
seat  of  war,  only  for  the  purpose  of  directing  and 
supervising  the  duties  of  llie  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment, and  causing  them  to  be  executed  in  a more 
prompt  and  efficient  manner  than  you  could  do  while 
stationed  here,  will  remove  all  questions  that  might 
otherwise  arise  in  relation  to  command  in  the  line. 

Your  proposition  is  tiierefure  approved;  and  you 
will  accordingly  proceeJ  to  its  execution  without 
delay,  other  than  what  may  be  necessary  for  prelim- 
inary arrangements. 

Besides  giving  a general  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
a personal  superintendence  to  the  current  business  of 
your  department  in  that  direction  so  as  to  impart  to 
that  business  the  utmost  energy  and  elficienoy,  you 
will  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  previous  ar- 
ratigenients  and  expedditures  of  our  subordinates, 
many  of  which  have  been  complained  of  in  certain 

quarters  as  inefficient  , dilatory,  and  exiravagani. 

Past  errors  in  arrangements  or  expenditures,  if  any, 
should  be  ascertained,  reported,  and,  as  lar  as  prac- 
licaole,  corrected;  and  all  iuture  disuuisemeiils  will 
be  kepi  within  ihe  limits  of  itie  regulations  of  Iho 
army  and  the  exigencies  of  service,  taking  care  that 
the  latter  shall  not  suffer  from  Ihe  want  ol  any  rea- 
sonable or  proper  means  wliich  it  is  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  quartermaster’s  department  to  supply. 

You  will  cause  full  inlormation,  from  time  to  lime, 
lo  be  sent  to  this  department  of  the  ti ansactions 
in  regard  to  your  branch  of  the  public  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  Quarter- 

master  General  U.  S.  A. 
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From  the  Washington  Union,  Jlprit  1,  1847. 

To  THE  SeCRETARI  OF  THE  TREASURY: 

Sir:  I he  government  ot  ivloxieo  liuving  repeated- 
ly rejected  the  (riendly  overtures  of  the  U.  States  lo 
open  negotiations  witii  a view  to  tlic  resloiation  of 
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peace,  sound  policy  and  a just  regard  to  the  interests 
of  our  own  country  require  that  the  enemy  should 
be  made  as  far  as  practicable,  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  a war  which  they  are  the  authurs,  and  which  they 
obstinately  persist  in  protracting. 

It  is  the  right  of  the  conqueror  to  levy  contribu- 
tions upon  the  enemy  in  their  seaports,  towns,  or 
provinces,  which  may  be  in  his  military  possession 
by  conquest,  and  to  apply  the  same  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  The  conqueror  possesses  the 
right  also  to  establish  a temporary  military  govern- 
ment over  such  seaports,  towns,  or  provinces,  and 
to  prescribe  the  conditions  and  restrictions  upon 
which  commerce  with  such  places  may  be  permit- 
ted. He  may,  in  his  discretion,  exclude  all  trade, 
or  admit,  without  limitation  or  restriction;  or  im- 
pose terras  the  observance  of  which  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  carrying  it  on.  One  ol  these  conditions 
may  be  the  payment  of  a prescribed  rate  of  duties 
on  tonnage  and  imports. 

In  the  exercise  of  these  unquestioned  rights  of 
war,  1 have,  on  full  consideration,  determined  to 
order  that  all  the  ports  or  places  in  Mexico  which 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  our  land  and  naval  forces  by  conquest,  shall 
be  opened,  while  our  military  occupation  may  con- 
tinue, to  the  commecre  of  ail  neutral  nations,  as 
well  as  our  own,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war, 
upon  the  payment  of  prescribed  rates  of  unties,  which 
will  be  made  known  and  enforced  by  our  military 
and  naval  com.manders. 

While  the  adoption  of  this  policy  will  be  to  im- 
pose a burden  on  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  deprive  them  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
trade  at  such  ports  or  places,  as  well  as  to  secure  it 
to  ourselves,  whereby  the  expenses  of  the  war  may 
be  diminished,  a j'ust  regard  to  the  general  interests 
of  commerce,  and  the  obvious  advantages  of  uni- 
formity in  the  exercise" of  these  belligerent  rights, 
requires  that  well  considered  regulaiions  and  res- 
trictions should  be  prepared  for  the  guidance 
of  those  who  may  be  charged  with  carrying  it  into 
efi’ect. 

You  are  therefore  instructed  to  examine  the  exis- 
ting Mexican  tariff  of  duties,  and  to  report  me  a 
schedule  of  articles  of  trade,  to  be  admitted  at  such 
ports  or  places  as  may  at  any  lime  be  in  our  military 
possession,  with  such  rates  of  duties  on  them,  and 
also  on  tonnage,  as  will  be  likely  to  produce  the 
greatest  amount  of  revenue.  You  will  also  commu- 
nicate the  considerations  which  may  recommend  the 
scale  of  duties  which  you  may  prepare,  anil  will 
submit  such  regulations  as  you  may  deem  advisable, 
in  order  to  enforce  their  collection. 

As  the  levy  of  the  contribution  proposed  is  a mili- 
tary right  derived  from  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  duties  will  be 
made  under  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of  war  and 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  by  the  military  and  naval 
commanders  at  the  ports  or  places  in  Mexico  which 
may  be  in  posse. ‘^sion  of  our  arms.  The  report  re- 
quired is  therefore  necessary  in  order  to  enable  me 
to  give  the  proper  directions  to  the  war  and  navy 
dep.iiiment3.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  23,  1847. 


Treasury  Department, 

March,  30,  1847. 

Sir:  Your  instructions  of  the  23d  instant  liave  been 
received  by  this  department,  and  in  conformity 
thereto  1 present  you  herewith,  for  your  considera- 
tion, a scale  of  duties  proposed  to  be  collected  as  a 
military  contribution  during  the  war,  in  the  ports  of 
Mexico,  in  possession  of  our  army  or  navy  by  con- 
quest, with  regulations  for  the  ascei laiiiiiienl  and 
collection  of  such  duties,  together  with  the  reasons 
which  appear  to  me  to  recommend  their  adop- 
tion. 

It  is  clear  that  we  must  either  adopt  our  own  ta- 
riff or  that  of  .Mexico,  or  establish  a new  system  of 
duties.  Our  own  tariff  could  not  be  adopted,  be- 
cause the  Mexican  exports  and  imports  are  so  differ- 
ent rales  of  duties  are  indispensable  in  order  to 
collect  the  largest  revenue.  Thus,  upon  many 
articles  produced  in  great  abundance  here,  duties 
mual  be  imposed  at  the  lowest  rate  in  order  to  col- 
lect any  revenue;  w hereas  many  of  the  same  articles 
are  not  produced  in  Mexico,  or  to  a very  inconsid- 
erable extent,  and  would  therefore  bear  there  a 
much  higher  duty  for  revenue.  A great  change  is 
also  rendered  necessary  by  the  proposed  exaction  of 
duties  on  all  imports  to  any  Mexican  port  in  our  pos- 
session from  any  other  Mexican  port  occupied  by  us 
ill  the  same  manner.  Tliis  measure  would  largely 
increase  the  revenue  which  w e might  collect.  It  is 
recommended,  however,  for  reasons  of  obvious  safe- 
ty, that  Ibis  Mexican  coastwise  trade  should  be  con- 
fined to  our  own  vessels,  as  well  as  the  interior  trade 


above  any  port  of  entry  in  our  possession,  but  that 
in  all  other  respects  the  ports  of  Mexico  held  by  us 
should  be  freely  opened  at  the  rate  of  duties  herein 
recommended  to  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  all 
the  world.  The  ad  valorem  system  of  duties  adop- 
ted by  us,  although  by  far  the  most  just  and  equita- 
ble, yet  requires  an  appraisement  to  ascertain  the 
actual  value  of  every  article.  This  demands  great 
mercantile  skill,  knowledge,  and  experience,  and 
therefore,  for  the  want  of  skillul  appraisement — a 
class  of  officers  wholly  unknown  in  Mexico — could 
not  at  once  be  put  into  successful  operation  there. — 
If,  also,  as  proposed,  these  duties  are  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  collected  as  a military  conteibution 
through  the  officers  of  our  army  and  navy,  those 
brave  men  could  more  easily  perform  almost  any 
other  duty  than  that  of  estimating  the  value  of  every 
description  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  system  of  specific  duties  already  prevails  in 
Mexico,  and  may  be  put  by  us  into  immediate  opera- 
tion; and  if,  as  is  conceded,  specific  duties  should  be 
more  burdensome  upon  the  people  of  Mexico,  the 
more  onerous  the  operation  of  these  duties  upon 
ihem,  the  sooner  it  is  likely  that  they  will  force  their 
military  rulers  to  agree  to  a peace.  It  is  certain 
that  a mild  and  forebearing  system  of  warfare,  col- 
lecting no  duties  in  their  ports  in  our  possession  on 
the  Gulf,  and  levying  no  contributions,  whilst  our 
armies  purchase  supplies  from  them  at  high  prices, 
by  rendering  the  war  a benefit  to  the  people  of  Mex- 
ico rather  than  an  injury,  has  not  hastened  the  con- 
clusion of  a peace.  It  may  be,  however,  that  specific 
duties,  onerous  as  they  are,  and  heavy  contributions, 
accompanied  by  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
may  more  speedily  ensure  that  peace  which  we  have 
lailed  to  obtain  from  magnanimous  forbearance,  from 
brilliant  victories,  or  from  proffered  negotiation. — 
The  duties,  however,  whilst  they  may  be  specific, 
and  therefore  more  onerous  than  ad  valorem  duties, 
should  not  be  so  high  as  to  defeat  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  adopt  as  a basis  the  tariff  of 
Mexico,  because  the  duties  are  extravagantly  high, 
defeating  importation,  commerce,  and  revenue,  nnd 
producing  innumerable  frauds  and  smuggling.  There 
are  also  sixty  articles  the  importation  of  wliich  into 
Mexico  is  strictly  prohioited  by  their  larifl',  embra- 
cing most  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  far  the 
greater  portion  of  our  products  and  fabrics. 

Among  the  sixty  prohibited  articles  are  sugar, 
rice,  cotton,  bools  and  half-boots,  coffee,  nails  of  all 
kinds,  leather  of  most  kinds,  flour  cotton  yarn  and 
thread*,  soap  of  all  kinds,  common  earthenware, 
lard,  molasses,  limber  of  all  kinds,  saddles  of  ail 
kinds,  coarse  woollen  cloth,  cloths  for  cloaks,  ready- 
made clothing  of  ail  kinds,  salt,  tobacco  of  all  kinds, 
cotton  goods  or  textures,  chietly  such  as  are  made 
by  ourselves,  pork,  fresh  or  salted,  smoked  or  corn- 
ed, woollen  or  cotton  blankets  or  counterpanes, 
shoes  and  slippers,  wheat  and  gram  of  all  kinds. — 
Such  is  a list  of  but  a pari  of  the  articles  whose 
importation  is  prohibited  by  ttie  Mexican  tariff. — 
These  prohibitions  should  not  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, because  they  exclude  most  of  our  products 
and  fabrics,  and  prevent  the  collection  of  revenue. 

We  turn  from  the  prohibitions  to  the  actual  du- 
ties imposed  by  Mexico.  The  duties  are  specific 
throughout,  and  almost  universally  by  weight,  irre- 
spective ol  value,  are  generally  protective  or  exor- 
bitant, and  without  any  diseriniinatiou  for  revenue. 
The  duties  proposed  to  be  substituted  are  moderate 
when  compared  with  those  imposed  by  Mexico,  be- 
ing generally  reduced  to  a standard  more  than  one 
half  below  the  Mexican  duties.  The  duties  are 
also  based  upon  a discrimination  throughout,  for 
revenue,  and  keeping  m view  the  customs  and  habits 
of  the  people  of  Mexico,  so  dillerenl  liom  our  own, 
are  fixed  in  each  case  at  that  rate  which,  it  is  believ- 
ed, will  produce  in  the  Mexican  ports  the  largest 
amount  of  revenue. 

In  order  to  realize  from  this  system  the  largest 
amount  of  revenue,  it  would  be  necessary  that  our 
army  and  navy  should  seize  every  important  port 
and  place  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  California, 
or  the  Pacific,  and  open  the  way  Ihrougli  the  interi- 
or for  the  free  transit  of  iioporis  and  exports,  and 
especially  that  the  interior  passage  through  the 
Mexican  isthmus  should  be  secured  from  ocean  to 
ocean  for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce  and  Itiat  ol 
all  the  world.  'Phis  measure,  whilst  it  would  greatly 
increase  our  revenue  from  these  duties,  and  facili- 
tate communication  between  our  forces  upon  the 
eastern  and  western  coast  of  Mexico,  would  proba- 
bly lead,  at  the  conclusion  of  a peace,  to  results  of 
incalculable  importance  to  our  own  commerce  and 
to  that  of  ail  the  world. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  Mexican  government  mo- 
nopoly in  tobacco,  from  which  a considerable  reve- 
i.uc  is  realized  by  Mexico,  logelliei  with  the  culture 
iliere  which  yields  that  revenue,  should  be  abolished  , 
so  as  to  diminish  the  resources  of  that  government, 


and  augment  our  own,  by  collecting  the  duty  upon 
all  the  imported  tobacco.  The  Mexican  interior 
transit  duties  should  also  be  abolished,  and  their  in- 
ternal government  on  coin  and  bullion.  The  prohi- 
bition of  exports  and  duties  upon  exports  should  be 
annulled,  and  especially  the  heavy  export  duly  on 
coin  and  bullion,  so  as  to  cheapen  and  facilitate  the 
purchase  of  imports,  and  permit  the  precious  metals 
untaxed  to  flow  out  freely  from  Mexico  into  general 
circulation.  Quicksilver  and  machinery  for  work- 
ing the  mines  of  precious  metals  in  Mexico,  for  the 
same  reasons,  should  also  be  aduiitted  duty  free; 
which,  with  the  measures  above  indicated,  would 
largely  increase  the  production  and  circulation  of 
the  precious  metals,  improve  our  own  commerce 
and  industry  and  that  of  all  neutral  powers. 

In  thus  opening  the  ports  of  Mexico  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  you  would  present  to  all  na- 
tions wiih  whom  we  are  at  peace  the  best  evidence 
of  your  desire  to  maintain  with  them  our  friendly 
relations,  to  render  the  war  to  them  productive  of 
as  little  injury  as  possible,  and  even  to  advance 
their  interests  so  far  as  it  safely  can  be  done,  by  af- 
fording to  them  in  common  with  ourselves  the  ad- 
vantages of  a liberal  commerce  with  Mexico. — 
To  extend  this  commerce  , you  will  have  unsealed 
the  ports  of  Mexico,  repealed  their  interior  transit 
duties  which  obstruct  the  passage  of  merchandise 
to  and  from  the  coast;  you  will  have  annulled  tbs 
government  duty  on  coin  and  bullion,  and  abolished 
the  heavy  export  duty  on  the  precious  metals,  so  as 
to  permit  them  to  flow  out  freely  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind;  you  will  have  expunged  the  long  list  of 
their  prohibited  articles,  and  reduced  more  than  one 
half  their  duties  on  imports,  whilst  the  freest  scope 
would  be  left  for  the  mining  of  the  precious  metals. 
These  are  great  advantages  which  would  be  secured 
to  friendly  nations,  especially  when  compared  with 
the  exclusion  of  their  commerce  by  rigorous  block- 
ades. It  is  true,  the  duties  collected  from  these  im- 
ports would  be  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  govern- 
ment; hut  it  is  equally  true  that  the  expenses  of  the 
war  which  Mexico  insists  upon  prosecuting  are 
borne  exclusively  by  ourselves,  and  not  by  foreign 
nations.  It  cannot  be  doubled  but  that  all  neutral 
nations  will  see  in  the  adoption  of  such  a course  by 
you,  a manifestation  of  your  good  will  towards  them, 
and  a strong  desire  to  advance  those  just  and  hu. 
mane  principles  which  make  it  the  duly  of  belliger- 
ents, as  we  have  always  contended  to  render  the 
war  in  which  they  ore  engaged  as  little  injurious  as 
practicable  to  neutral  powers. 

These  duties  would  not  be  imposed  upon  any  im- 
ports into  our  own  country  but  only  upon  imports 
into  Mexico,  and  the  lax  would  fall  upon  the 
people  of  Mexico  in  the  enhancement  to  them  of 
the  prices  of  these  imports.  Nearly  all  our  own 
products  are  excluded  by  the  Mexican  tariS',  even 
in  time  of  peace;  they  are  excluded  al  o during  the 
war , so  far  as  we  continue  the  system  of  blockading 
any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico;  and  they  are  also  exclu- 
ded even  from  the  ports  not  blockaded  in  possession  of 
Mexico;  whereas  the  new  system  would  soon  open 
to  our  commerce  all  the  ports  of  Mexico,  as  they 
shall  fall  into  our  military  possession.  Neither  our 
own  nor  foreign  merchants  are  required  to  send  any 
goods  to  Mexico,  and,  if  they  do  so  voluntarily,  it 
will  be  because  they  can  make  a profit  upon  the  im- 
portation there,  and  therefore  they  will  have  no  right 
to  complain  of  the  duties  levied  in  the  ports  of 
Mexico,  upon  the  consumers  of  those  goods,  the 
people  of  Mexico.  The  whole  money  collected 
would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  our  own  government 
and  people,  to  sustain  the  war,  and  to  prevent,  to 
that  extent,  new  loans  and  increased  taxation.  In- 
deed, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  government  is 
thrown  upon  the  ordinary  revenues  for  peace,  wilb 
no  other  additional  resources  but  loans  to  carry  on 
the  war,  the  income  to  be  derived  from  the  new  sys- 
tem, w'hich,  it  is  believed,  will  be  large,  if  these 
suggestions  are  adopted,  would  be  highly  important 
to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  government,  to  prevent 
the  embarrassment  of  the  treasury,  and  to  save  the 
country  from  such  ruinous  sacrifices  as  occurred 
during  the  last  year,  including  the  inevitable  legacy 
to  posterity  of  a large  debt  and  onerous  taxation. — 
The  new  system  would  not  only  arrest  the  expen- 
sive transfer  and  ruinous  drain  of  specie  to  Mexico, 
but  would  cause  it  in  duties,  and  in  return  for  our 
exports,  to  reflow  into  our  own  coui  try  to  m am  unt, 
pel  baps,  soon  exceeding  the  nine  nwnioiis  ol  aollars 
which  it  had  reached  in  1835,  even  under  the  res- 
trictive laws  of  Mexico,  thus  relieving  our  own 
people  from  a grievous  tax,  and  imposing  it  where 
it  should  fall,  upon  our  enemies,  the  people  of  Mex- 
ico, as  a contribution  levied  upon  them  to  conquer  & 
peace,  as  well  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war; 
whereas,  by  admitting  our  exports  freely  without  du- 
ty into  the  Mexican  ports,  which  we  may  occupy 
from  time  to  time,  and  affording  tbose  goods,  inclu- 
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ding  the  neceisariea  of  life,  at  less  than  one-half  the 
prices  which  they  had  heretofore  paid  for  them,  the 
war  might  in  time  become  a benefit,  instead  of  a 
burden,  to  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  they  would 
therefore  be  unwilling  to  terminate  the  contest.  U 
is  hoped  also  that  Mexico,  after  a peace,  will  never 
renew  her  present  prohibitory  and  protective  system, 
so  nearly  resembling  that  of  ancient  China  or  Japan, 
but  that,  liberalized,  enlightened,  and  regenerated  by 
the  contact  and  intercourse  with  our  people,  and 
those  of  other  civilized  nations,  she  will  continue 
tne  far  more  moderate  system  of  duties  resembling 
that  prescribed  by  these  regulations. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  not  just  that  Mexico,  by 
her  obstinate  persistance  in  this  contest,  should 
compel  us  to  overthrow  our  own  financial  policy, 
and  arrest  this  great  nation  in  her  high  and  prosper- 
ous career.  To  reimpose  high  duties  would  be  alike 
injurious  to  ourselves  and  to  all  neutral  powers, 
and,  unless  demanded  by  a stern  necessity,  ungen- 
erous to  those  enlightened  nations  which  have  adop- 
ted, contemporaneously  with  us,  a more  liberal 
commercial  policy.  The  system  you  now  propose, 
of  imposing  the  burden  as  far  as  practicable  upon 
our  enemies  the  peopleof  Mexico,  and  not  upon  our- 
selves or  upon  Iriendly  nations,  appears  to  be  most 
just  in  itself,  and  is  further  recommended  as  the  on- 
ly policy  which  is  likely  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of 
a just  and  honorable  peace. 

A tonnage  duty  on  all  vessels,  whether  our  own 
or  neutral  powers,  of  one  dollar  per  ton,  which  is 
greatly  less  than  that  imposed  by  Mexico,  is  recom- 
mended in  lieu  of  all  port  duties  and  charges.  Ap- 
pended to  these  regulations  are  tables  of  the  rates 
at  which  foreign  money  is  fixed  by  law,  as  also  a 
separate  table  of  currencies  by  usage,  in  which  a 
certificate  of  value  is  required  to  be  attached  to  the 
invoice.  There  is  also  annexed  a table  of  foreign 
weights  and  measures  reduced  to  the  standard  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  blank  forms,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  transaction  of  business. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  duties  herein  sugges- 
ted shall  be  collected  exclusively  in  gold  or  silver 
coin.  These  duties  can  only  be  collected  as  a mili- 
tary contribution  through  the  agency  of  our  brave 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
cheerfully  and  faithfully  collect  and  keep  these 
moneys,  and  account  for  them,  not  to  the  treasury, 
but  to  the  secretaries  of  war  or  of  the  navy  respec- 
tively. It  IS  recommended  that  these  duties  be  per- 
formed by  the  commandant  of  the  post,  whether  na- 
val or  military,  aided  by  the  paymaster  or  parser,  or 
other  officer,  the  accounts  of  each  being  counter- 
signed by  the  other  as  a check  upon  mistakes  or  er- 
ror, in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  the  case  with  the 
colieclor  or  naval  officer  of  our  several  principal 
ports,  which  has  introduced  so  much  order  and  ac- 
curacy into  our  system.  It  is  suggested  that,  as  in 
some  cases  the  attenlion  of  the  commandant  of  the 
post  might  be  necessary  for  the  performance  of  other 
duties,  he  be  permitted  to  sub-liiute  some  other  offi- 
cer, making  known  the  fact  to  the  secretaries  of 
the  war  or  of  the  navy,  and  subject  to  iheir  direc- 
tion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  J.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  Presidunt. 

From  the  ‘‘Union,’’  of  Saliirday  night,  ,9pril  3. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  THROUGH  MEXICAN  PORTS. 

To  the  etcrelary  of  the  treasury — 

Sir:  Being  charged  by  the  constitution  with  the 
prosecution  of  the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  I deem 
it  proper,  in  Ihe  exercise  of  an  undoubted  belliger- 
ent right,  to  order  that  military  contributions  be  le- 
vied upon  the  enemy,  in  such  of  their  ports  or  other 
places  as  now  are,  or  may  be  hercafier,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  our  land  and  naval  forces  by  conquest;  and 
that  the  same  be  collected  and  applied  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  war.  As  one  means  of 
effecting  this  object,  the  blockade  at  such  conquered 
ports  will  be  raised,  and  they  will  be  opened  to  our 
own  commerce  and  that  of  all  neutral  nations,  in  ar- 
ticles not  contraband  of  w'ar,  during  our  military  oc- 
cupation of  them;  and  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports 
will  be  levied  and  collected  through  ihe  agency  of 
our  military  and  naval  officers  in  command  at  such 
ports,  aoliiig  under  orders  from  the  war  and  navy- 
departments, 

I transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information 
and  guidance,  a C'py  of  a communication  addressed 
by  me  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  23d 
I instant,  instructing  him  to  examine  the  existing 
i Mexican  larifl",  and  to  report  to  me,  for  my  consid- 
•ration,  a scale  of  duties  which  he  would  recom- 
, mend  to  be  levied  on  tonnage  and  imports  in  such 
conquered  ports,  together  with  such  regulations  as 
he  would  propose  as  necessary  and  proper,  in  order 


to  carry  this  policy  into  effect;  and  also  a copy  of 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  made  on 
the  30th  instant,  in  answer  to  my  communication  to 
him.  The  scale  of  duties,  and  the  regulations  for 
their  collection  os  military  contributions  exacted 
from  the  enemy,  recommended  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  this  report,  have  been  approved  by 
me. 

You  will,  after  consulting  with  the  secretary  of 
war,  so  as  to  secure  concert  of  action  between  the 
war  and  navy  departments,  issue  the  necessary  or- 
ders to  carry  the  measure  proposed  into  immediate 
effect.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  31,  1847. 

M'avy  department,  J]pril  3,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  31st  March  ultimo, 
with  the  papers  which  accompanied  it,  and  respect- 
fully inform  you  that,  after  cousultation  with  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  I have  addressed  to  the  officers  com- 
manding the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  respective- 
ly, letters  of  instruction  conforming  to  your  direc- 
tions, of  which  I herewith  enclose  a copy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  Y.  MASON. 

To  the  President. 

Mavy  dapaitmenl,  Jipril  3,  1847. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  mili- 
tary conquest  and  occupation  of  California  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  Stales,  Commodore  Stockton,  in 
command  on  that  station,  was  instructed,  by  orders 
from  this  department  under  dale  of  the  5th  of  No 
vember  last,  to  admit  the  commerce  of  our  own  citi- 
zens and  of  neutrals,  excluding  contraband,  into  such 
ports  and  places  as  were  in  actual  military  occupa 
lion,  on  the  payment  of  moderate  duties,  within  the 
limits  prescribed  by  tlie  tariff'  laws  of  the  United 
States.  After  the  occupation  of  Matamoros,  and 
subsequently  of  Tampico,  instructious  were  given  in 
regard  to  the  import  and  export  trade  of  those  places. 
By  those  instructions,  the  import  trade  was  conffned 
to  cargoes  in  American  bottoms,  which  had  paid  du- 
ties in  a custom  house  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
which,  without  draw  back,  were  cleared  or  tranship- 
ped to  one  of  the  ports  so  occupied  by  our  forces. — 
Mexico  still  obstinately  refuses  to  negotiate  for  the 
restoration  of  peace.  The  president  has  determined 
to  place  the  trade  of  all  such  ports  and  places  of  the 
enemy,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
as  are  or  may  he  in  our  actual  military  occupation, 
on  a footing  more  favorable  to  neutral  commerce 
and  better  calculated  to  secure  a contribution  to  be 
used  ill  carrying  on  the  war,  and  in  relief  of  our  own 
treasury.  The  considerations  which  have  induced 
the  president  to  direct  this  order,  in  the  exercise  of 
a belligerent  right,  are  fully  stated  in  the  papers,  co- 
pies of  which  are  herewith  enclosed.  He  has  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  commercial  knowdedge  and  practi- 
cal acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  trade  of  tlie  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  the  officers  attached  to 
the  treasury  department,  for  the  details  of  his  orders 
through  the  war  and  navy  departments,  for  military 
duty  under  an  acknowledged  right  of  war.  As  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  he  has 
approved  the  schedule,  and  makes  it  obligatory  on 
you  in  carrying  bis  orders  into  effect.  They  derive 
no  authority  from  the  treasury  department,  which 
has  no  control  over  the  subject,  but  having  been  ex- 
amined and  adopted  by  the  president,  he  has  deter 
mined  to  cause  lliem  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
officers  of  the  arm)  and  navy,  in  the  occupation  ol 
such  portion  of  the  enemy’s  territory.  Thus  adopt- 
ed and  made  public,  our  own  citizens  and  neutrals 
have  full  notice  of  the  terms  on  w hich  their  trade 
will  be  admitted,  and  our  officers  furnished  with  a 
safe  guard  to  protect  liiem  against  the  consequences 
of  a want  of  practical  knowledge  and  the  conlusion 
incident  to  a want  of  uniformity  and  system. 

In  conformity  to  his  directions,  I now  instruct  you 
to  cause  the  system  to  be  carried  into  i fleet,  w ith  a 
due  observance  of  the  schedule  of  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted, of  the  rates  of  duly  prescribed,  and  of  the 
regulations  prepared  at  the  treasury  department, 
which  have  received  the  president's  approval.  Jn 
regard  to  the  regulations,  1 deem  it  necessary  only 
to  add  to  this  general  reference,  that  you  will  give 
to  the  Ihirteemh  a liberal  interpretation.  The  policy 
of  the  whole  system  is  to  obtain  conlribulion  from 
the  people  of  iMexico,  by  the  imposition  of  an  indi- 
rect exaction  from  them;  and  it  is  desired  that  our 
ow  n brave  officers, soldiers,  sailors,  an'l  marines  sliall 
bear  no  part  of  this  burden.  The  article  has  been 
carefully  prepared  to  protect  these  meritorious  men 
from  any  increase  of  price  by  reason  of  the  duty; 
and  you  will,  in  its  execution,  so  construe  it  as  to 
accomplish  this  result,  without  giving  to  the  sultler 


the  actual  beneft  of  drawback  on  articles  not  sold  to 
our  own  officers  and  men  for  their  use. 

Where  a port  or  place  is  in  our  possession,  and  is 
garrisoned  by  a land  force,  the  commanding  officer 
of  which  is  not  below  the  rank  of  colonel,  the  duty 
of  collecting  and  accounli.ng  for  the  duties  will  be 
performed  under  his  authority  and  direction,  the  na- 
val force  present  affording  all  the  aid  in  its  power  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  diitie-s.  At  all  other 
ports  where  a naval  force  is  present,  the  duty  will 
be  performed  by  tha  senior  naval  officer  present,  un- 
der your  direction;  but  if,  in  your  operations  against 
the  enemy,  or  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  accident, 
the  naval  force  is  withdrawn,  the  performance  of 
this  duty  will  devolve  on  the  highest  army  offieer  on 
duly,  whatever  may  bo  his  rank.  When  you  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  public  service  will  be  best 
subserved  by  such  a course  at  any  particular  port 
where,  under  these  instructions,  the  naval  officer 
present  would  be  authorized  to  act,  you  will,  by  or- 
ders to  such  naval  officer,  direct  that  he  shall  leave 
the  performance  of  the  duty  in  the  hands  of  the  army 
officer  in  command  of  such  port  or  place. 

You  will  use  the  most  diligent  care  to  see  that  the 
moneys  collected  by  officers  under  your  command 
are  accounted  for  and  paid  over  at  short  intervals, 
according  to  the  regulations,  for  public  use,  to  the 
pursers  or  a disbursing  officer  of  the  army,  wlicre  it 
may  best  promote  the  public  interest  by  paying  over 
to  one  or  the  other.  You  will  require  that  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  officer  to  whom  such  payment  shall  be 
made  are  properly  attested  as  vouchers.  You  will 
cause  separate  weekly  accounts,  in  detail,  to  be  re- 
turned to  you,  showing  the  receipts,  from  whom,  and 
for  what,  and  the  payments  of  money  by  the  officers 
under  your  command  respectively  ciiarged  with  the 
collection  of  duties,  and  transmit  to  inis  department, 
after  your  approval,  -such  accounts,  with  a general 
statement,  at  least  once  a month. 

The  disbursing  officers  to  whom  the  moneys  col- 
lected may  be  paid  will  be  required  to  settle  separate 
accounts,  and  be  held  to  a strict  accounlabiliiy  lor 
the  same.  The  money  so  collected  and  paid  over 
will  be  subject  to  disbursement  on  public  account 
for  the  army  and  navy,  in  tlie  prosecution  of  the  war, 
under  the  direction  of  the  officer  of  the  array  or 
navy  under  whose  orders  the  disbursing  officer  may 
be  acting. 

It  IS  possible  that,  in  the  practical  execution  of 
these  orders,  notwithstanding  the  care  with  which 
ttiey  have  been  prepared,  you  may  find  that  modifi- 
cations may  be  judicious  in  attaining  the  great  ob- 
jects in  view;  if  so,  you  will  suggest  them  lor  consi- 

Tbe  president  directs  me  to  impress  on  you,  and 
the  officers  under  your  command,  bis  earnest  desire 
that  the  duties  now  imposed  shall  be  performed  by 
the  officers  ol'  the  army  and  navy  in  a spirit  of  cor- 
dial cu-operalion  and  good  will,  that  all  collision 
may  be  avoided,  and  that  the  utmost  care  be  observ- 
ed lo  prevent  confusion  m the  accounts. 

It  18  obviously  a necessary  means  of  giving  full 
effect  to  this  system,  that  tne  pons  of  the  enemy 
through  which  supplies  may  enter  for  their  concep- 
lion,  must,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  seized  and  held 
by  us.  Alter  the  anticipated  success  ol  the  joint  at- 
tack on  Vera  Cruz,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  em- 
ploy the  forces  under  your  command  in  accomplish- 
ing the  objects. 

You  will  rigorously  blockade  such  ports  as  you 
may  not  deem  u best  lo  capture  and  hold;  that,  ex- 
cluded from  them,  lawlul  foreign  commerce  seeking 
ingress  into  Mexico  may  readily  find  admission 
iiirough  those  ports  held  by  us  on  the  moderate  and 
reasonable  conditions  imposed, 
deration  lo  Ihis  department. 

Thus  by  holding  those  which  can  be  most  advan- 
tageously occupied,  and  blockading  ihe  other  ports 
on  the  Mexican  coast,  the  w hole  commerce  lor  the 
supply  of  Mexico  must  pass  through  our  lines  and 
pay  to  us  the  contributions  which  il  is  ihe  purpose 
of  Ihe  president  lo  exact  from  the  enemy,  who  be- 
come the  purchasers  for  consumption,  and  with  the 
comparatively  moderate  duties  now  proposed  to  be 
collected,  while  we  hold  possession,  no  neutral,  with 
a lawful  cargo,  will  probably  hesitate  between  vo- 
luntarily paying  them  and  incurring  the  risk  alien- 
dant  on  an  attempt  to  break  the  blockade. 

ll  is  confideiilly  hoped  that  the  execution  of  these 
oiders,  promising  beneficent  results  to  commerce, 
and  exacting  from  llie  enemy  a poiTion  of  the  means 
necessary  to  maintain  the  war,  will  not  be  without 
its  influence  in  impressing  on  them  that  the  true 
interests  of  Mexico  will  be  promoted  by  a speedy 
and  honorable  peace. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Y.  MASON. 

To  the  officer  commanding  the  U.  S.  naval  forces 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[The  secretary  of  war’s  instructions  are  substan- 
tially the  same  as  those  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy.] 
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THE  ARMY  OF  INVASION. 

Intelligpnce  from  the  army  and  squadron  near 
Vera  Cruz,  to  the  19th  March,  received  at  New 
Orleans  by  the  ship  Oswego,  and  the  barque  Monte- 
zuma, both  of  which  left  Anton  Lizardo  on  the  20th, 
we  find  in  the  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  31st. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Mississippi,  was  seen  on  the 
20th,  about  sis  miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  bound  in  with 
Commodore  Perry  on  board. 

On  the  17th  Commodore  Conner  fired  a salute  in 
honor  of  General  Taylor’s  victory  at  Buena  Vista. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a fatality  attending  the 
transport  of  horses  for  Gen.  Scott’s  army.  The  ship 
Yazoo,  which  brought  Capt.  Ker’s  squadron  of  122 
horses,  struck  on  a reef  near  Anton  L'zardo,  and 
has  been  completely  wrecked.  Capt.  K.  had  by  hard 
work  preserved  all  the  horses  but  two  or  three,  up 
to  the  moment  the  ship  ran  upon  the  reef,  but  the 
water  filled  the  hold  and  drowned  all  the  noble  ani- 
mals but  eight  or  ten.  He  succeeded  in  saving  his 
men,  with  their  saddles  and  arms.  Capt.  K.  feels 
deeply  distressed  about  it,  but  it  could  not  have  been 
helped. 

Capt.  Thornton  lost  forty  horses  from  his  squadron 
on  the  long  and  boisterous  trip  from  the  Brazos. — 
“Capt.  Kearney  has  not  yet  landed  an  1 I have  not 
yet  heard  what  kind  of  luck  he  had  with  his  horses.” 
Col.  Duncan,  lost  a number  of  hors-s  during  the 
gale.  These  losses  are  deeply  felt. 

The  slii))  Diadem,  which  sailed  from  New  Orleans 
with  230  bourses  on  board,  lost  all  but  27  of  them 
before  reaching  Vera  Cruz.  The  ship  Louisville, 
which  sailed  with  over  100  horses,  landed  barely  fifty 
of  them  at  Vera  Cruz.  Other  vessels  with  horses  on 
board,  lost  more  or  lc.*s.  Col.  Duncan  lost  several 
of  his  horses  during  the  gale. 

Three  men  from  the  store  ship  Relief  were  drown- 
ed in  en  leavoring  to  rescue  the  dragoons. 

Col.  Harney  landed  on  the  17th.  The  corres- 
pondent of  the  Picayune  says — “He  will  be  able  to 
mount  about  300  men — enough  to  drive  off  all  the 
Mexican  cavalry  that  are  now  prowling  about  our 
rear,  ready  to  attack  us  there  when  the  attack  is 
made  upon  the  city.  1 should  not  he  surprised  to 
learn  that  ihe  gallant  colonel  has  a beautiful  fight, 
for  it  is  said  there  are  1,000  collected  a few  miles 
back  of  us. 

P.  S. — The  steamer  New  Oilcans  arrived  from 
Tampico  last  evening,  with  some  200  horses,  which 
will  in  some  degree  make  up  for  the  loss  of  dragoons 
and  battery  horses.  Gen.  Jesup  is  on  board  the 
New  Orleans. 

Geii.  Scott  had  landed  ten  mortars,  but  had  not 
opened  his  fire.  The  ship  Charles  with  forty  mor- 
tars on  board,  had  not  arrived  on  the  19lh  instant, 
but  was  very  anxiously  expected  by  Geii.  Scott. 

OFFICIAL— The  following  despatches  were  received  at 
the  war  department  on  ihe  4 h inst: 

Headquarters  oj  the  army,  Cmnp  JVash- 
iiigtoii,  before  VeraCruz.  March  \'2lh,  1847, 

Sir — The  colors  ol  the  United  Slates  were  triumphant- 
ly planied  ashore,  in  lull  view  ul  this  city  and  its  casile, 
and  under  the  dislanc  lire  of  boih,  in  the  afiernoon  ofthe 
9ihinstant.  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Worth’s  brigade 
of  regulars  led  the  descent,  quickly  followed  by  the  di- 
vision of  Uniicd  States  volunteers  under  Major  General 
Patterson,  and  Brigadier  General  Twigg’ss  reserve  brig- 
ade of  regulars.  'i'he  three  lines  successively  landed  in 
sixty  seven  surf  boats,  each  boat  conducted  by  a naval 
officer,  and  rowed  by  sailors  Irom  Commodore  Conner’s 
squaiiron — whose  ligiiier  vessels  flanked  the  boats  so  as 
to  be  ready  to  protect  liie  operation  by  their  crossfire. — 
I'lie  wliole  army  reached  the  shore  in  fine  style,  and  with- 
out diiect  opposition,  (on  the  beach)  accident,  or  loss, 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  ground  to  be  occupied- 
'1  heime  of  invesinicni,  according  to  General  Orders. 
No- 47,  was  partially  taken  up  the  same  night;  but  has 
only  been  completed  to-day — owing  to  ilie  most  extra- 
ordinary difiiculiies.  I-  I'lie  environs  of  the  city,  out- 
side ol  the  fire  of  its  guns  and  those  of  the  castle,  are 
broken  into  innunierahle  hills  ofloose  sand,  from  twenty 
to  two  hiiiidred  and  fiity  feet  in  height,  with  almost  im- 
passable forests  of  chaparral  between;  and  2.  Oi  all 
oiir  means  of  land  iraiisponation— wag'rns,  carts,  pack 
saddles,  horses  and  mules,  expected  to  join  us  from 
Tampico  and  the  Brazos,  weeks  ago— but  fifteen  cans 
and  about  one  hnnilred  draught  horses,  have  yet  arrived, 
^i'hree  hundred  pack-mules  are  greatly  needed  to  relieve 
the  tioops  in  taking  subsistence,  alone,  along  the  line  of 
investment  of  more  than  five  miles,  as,  at  present,  our 
only  depot  is  south  of  the  city.  On  the  eesssation  of  the 
present  raging  norther,  which  almost  stifles  the  troops 
with  sand — sweeping  away  hills  and  creating  new,  I 
hope  to  establish  a second  depot  rionh  of  the  city,  which 
will  partially  relieve  the  left  wing  ofthe  army. 

In  extending  the  lino  of  iavertmetii  around  the  city, 
the  troops,  for  three  days,  have  performed  the  heaviest 
labors  in  getting  over  the  hills  and  cutting^  through  the 
intervening  forests — all  under  llie  distan'  lire  ofthe  city 
and  castle — and  in  the  midst  of  many  sharp  skirmishes 
with  the  eneiriy.  lit  these  nperaiioiis  we  have  lost  in 
killed  and  wounded  several  valuable  officers  and  men-— 


Among  the  killed,  I have  to  report  Brevet  Capt.  Albur- 
lis,  of  the  U.  S.  2d  infantry,  much  distinguished  in  the 
Florida  war,  and  a most  excellent  officer.  He  fell  on  the 
11th  inst.;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Dickenson,  of  the  Sofrth  Car- 
olina regiment,  was  Iradly  wounded,  in  a skffmish  the 
day  before.  Two  privates  have  been  killed  in  these  oper- 
ations, and  four  or  five  wounded.  As  yet,  I have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  their  names. 

As  soon  as  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  can  be  assur- 
ed, and  their  positions  are  well  established,  I shall,  by  an 
organised  movement,  cau.se  each  brigade  of  regulars  and 
volunteers  to  send  detachments,  with  supports,  to  clear 
its  front,  including  sub-bourgs,  ol  the  enemy’s  parties, 
so  as  to  oblige  them  to  confine  themselves  within  the 
walls  of  the  city. 

1 have  heretofore  reported  that  but  two-sevenths  of  the 
siege  train  and  ammunition  had  reached  me.  7’he  re 
mainder  is  yet  unheard  of-  We  shall  commence  lan- 
ding the  heavy  metal  as  soon  as  the  storm  subsides,  and 
hope  that  the  five-seveiiilis  may  be  up  in  time. 

Toe  city  being  invested,  would,  no  doub',  early  surren- 
der, but  for  the  tear  that  if  occupied  by  us,  it  would  im- 
mediately be  fired  upon  by  the  castle.  I am  not  altogeth- 
er without  hope  of  finding  the  means  of  coming  to  some 
compromise  with  the  city  on  this  subject. 

So  far,  the  principal  skirmishing  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  Brigadier  Generals  Pillow’s  and  Quitinan’s 
brigades.  Both  old  and  new  volunteer  regiments 
have  conducted  themselves  admirably.  Indeed  the 
whole  army  is  full  of  zeal  and  cannot  fail  to  ac- 
quire distinction  in  the  impending  operations. 

To  Commodore  Conner,  the  officers  and  sailors  of 
his  squadron,  the  army  is  indebted  for  great  and  un- 
ceasing assistance,  promptly  and  cheerfully  render- 
ed. Their  co-operation  is  the  constant  Ihe.me  of  our 
gratitude  and  admiration.  A handsome  detachment 
of  marines,  under  Captain  Edson,  of  that  corps, 
landed  with  the  first  line,  and  is  doing  duty  with  the 
army. 

March  13. — The  enemy,  at  intervals,  continues  the 
fire  of  heavy  ordnance,  from  the  city  and  castle, 
upon  our  line  of  investment,  both  by  day  and  night, 
but  with  little  or  no  effect. 

The  norther  has  ceased,  which  has  renewed  our 
communication  with  the  storeships  at  anchor  under 
Sacrificios.  We  shall  immediately  commence  land- 
ing the  few  pieces  of  heavy  ordance,  with  ordnance 
stores,  at  hand,  and  hope  soon  to  have  the  necessary 
draught  mules  to  take  them  to  their  positions.  .Any 
furtlier  delay  in  the  arrival  of  those  mean.s  of  trans- 
porlalion  will  be  severely  felt  in  our  operations. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  secretary  if  war. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Camp  ff 'ashing ton,  bfore  Vera  Cruz, 

March  14tli,  1847. 

Sir:  I had  scarcely  despatched  my  report  of  the 
12ih  instant,  with  the  postscript  of  yesterday,  to  go 
to  New  Orleans  by  the  revenue  culler  Ewing,  before 
the  norther,  which  had  intermitted  some  hours,  be- 
gan to  blow  again  with  increased  violence.  We 
are,  of  course,  again  cut  o S' from  all  communication 
with  Commodore  Conner’s  squadron  and  our  fleet 
of  vessels  anchored  under  the  Island  of  Sacrificios. — 
Supposing  the  Ewing  to  be  detained  by  the  storm, 

I add  some  particulars  in  the  hope  of  getting  on 
board  this  report,  logo  with  the  one  just  mentioned. 

The  enemy  continues  the  fire  of  his  heavy  guns 
upon  our  line  of  investment,  but  only  from  litne  to 
lime  and  without  ellecl,  so  far  as  has  yet  been  re- 
ported. At  this  moineiil  our  attacking  parties,  by 
brigades,  as  ordered  yesterday,  (see  general  orders 
No.  53,)  are  engaged  in  driving  m the  enemy’s  posts 
and  skirmishers,  so  as  to  clear  the  space  between 
us  and  the  city,  and  to  enable  our  reconnoitring  offi 
cers  to  note  well  the  intervening  ground.  This  ope- 
ration may  net  be  completed  bemre  to-morrow  mor- 
ning, or  at  least  I may  i.ot  learn  the  result  at  an  ear- 
lier hour. 

Another  vessel  is  off,  loaded  with  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  which  may  give  us  about  half  the 
amount  of  each  required. 

No  wagons  and  teams  of  the  many  hundreds  which 
ought  to  be  up,  are  known  to  be  at  hand;  but  it  is 
confidently  hoped  that  the  present  norther  will 
bring  us  as  many  as  our  immediate  necessitie.s  re- 
quire. 

I could  not  postpone  the  descent,  successfully 
made  on  the  9th  instant,  for  the  half  of  the  surl- 
boats,  Brigadier  General  Shield’s  brigade,  (old  vo- 
lunteers from  Tampico,)  or  Ihe  wagons  and  teams, 
which  vvere  then  behind.  That  i:ei)eral  landed  with 
the  army,  having  a small  part  of  one  of  his  old  re- 
giments, (three  companies  of  ihe  3d  Illinois  foot,) 
and  the  New  York  regiment  of  new  volunteers. 

The  regular  cavalry,  and  ihe  Tennessee  volunteer 
cavalry,  are  yet  all  behind;  the  former  hourly  ex- 
pected from  the  Brazos,  and  the  latter  from  Tam- 
pico. I am  much  crippled  in  my  operations — par- 
ticularly in  distant  reconnoitrings,  by  the  absence 


ef  that  portion  of  (he  army;  the  officers’  saildle  hor- 
ses, including  my  own,  shipped  at  the  Brazos,  are 
also  behind. 

I sent  in  this  morning,  by  flag  of  truce,  my  an- 
swers, herewith,  to  the  consuls  of  France  and 
Spain,  residing  within  Vera  Cruz,  accompanied 
With  printed  safeguards  for  both,  as  well  as  for  the 
consuls  of  Great  Brilain  and  Prussia,  although  I 
had  not  heard  from  either  of  the  latter  two.  I do  not 
know  whether  there  be  any  other  consul  in  that  city. 

If  anything  else  of  interest  should  occur  before 
sending  off  this  despatch,  I will  add  a postscript. 

Wiih  high  respect,  I have  the  the  honor  lore- 
main,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War. 

[E  closed  in  the  above  letter,] 
Headquarters  of  the  U S.  Army, 

Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz, 
March  13th,  1347. 

The  undersigned,  .Major  General  Scott,  general-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales,  has  had  the 
honor  to  receive  the  note,  dated  lOih  instant,  of  Senor 
p.  Afilase  G.  de  Escalante,  consul  of  Spain,  residing 
in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  asking  that  the  said  army,  in 
its  oiterations  against  the  said  city,  may  respect  the  per- 
sona of  Spanish  subjects  and  their  property  within  the 
same. 

The  undersigned  has  great  pleasure  in  recognising  the 
intimate  relations  of  amity  which  happily  subsist  between 
his  government  and  that  of  Spain,  and  the  con.sequent 
obligations  imposed  on  the  public  forces  of  the  former, 
in  the.'r  operations  against  the  said  city,  to  respect,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  Spanish  subjects  and  their 
property  vvithin  the  same;  but  he  begs  to  say  to  the  con- 
sul of  Spain  that,  in  carrying  the  city,  whether  by  bom- 
bardment and  cannonade  or  assault,  or  all — and  parti- 
cularly ill  the  night  tittle — it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult 
for  the  forces  of  the  United  States  to  perceive  the  consu- 
lar flags,  or  to  disci'iniinaie  between  the  persons  and  the 
properly  of  friends,  and  the  persons  and  properly  of  the 
enemy. 

The  undersigned  can,  therefore,  o.nly  promise  to  do  ail 
that  circiiinstances  may  possibly  permit,  to  cause  such 
discrimination  to  be  observed;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
shovv  his  anxiety  to  carry  out  that  friendly  purjiose,  he 
sends  to  her  Spanish  majesty’s  consul,  residing  in  Vera 
Cruz,  a printed  safeguard,  under  his  (Major  General 
Scott’s)  sign  maiiual,  to  proluei,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  house  ofthe  Spanish  consul,  and  Spanish  subjects 
and  property  within  the  same — to  be  shown,  if  the  city 
should  be  curried,  to  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  forces  who  may  approach  the  house  of  the 
consul:  it  being  well  understood  that  the  said  safeguard 
IS  solely  iiil -nded  to  protect  Spanish  subjects  and  their 
property. 

The  undersigned,  \yho  has  not  had  the  honor  to  hear 
directly  from  the  British  consul,  begs  that  a like  safe- 
guard, herewith,  for  him,  may  be  delivered  by  the  Spa- 
nish consul. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  the  consul  of  her  Majesty, 
the  Queen  of  Spain,  the  assurance  of  the  high  respect 
and  consideration  ofthe  undersigned. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  the  Consul  of  Spain  at  Vera  Cruz,  Seiior  D.  Afilass 
de  E'Cakinie. 

Note. — A similar  letter  was  addressed  to  Mon.  A. 
Gluux,  French  consul,  with  a request  that  he  would  de- 
liver to  the  Prussian  consul  the  safeguard  therewith  en- 
closed lor  the  latter. 

■■  Whosoever  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates 
employed  in  foreign  pans,  shall  Ibrce  a safeguard,, 
shall  suffer  death.” — (55, h article  of  war.) 

safeguard. 

By  authority  of  Major  General  Scott,  general-in-chief 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States — The  person,  the 
family,  and  the  pro|)eriy  of  the  French  Consul,  residing 
in  Vera  Cruz,  his  house  and  its  contents  are  placed 
under  the  safeguard  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
i'o  offer  any  violence  or  injury  to  them  is  expressly 
forbidden;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  ordered  that  safety  and 
protection  be  given  to  him  and  them  in  case  oi  tieed. 

Done  at  the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Stales,  this  13th  day  ul  March,  1847. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Seoii, 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A G. 

Elections — Con.vecticut.— On  the  6ih  instant,  a whig 
Governor  Licut.  Governor,  and  other  officers  of  State, 
were  elected  by  something  over  a thousand  majority 
over  all  others — and  about  3000  majority  over  the  admin- 
istration ticket,  ff’he  wtiigs  have  elected  13  of  the  21 
senators,  and  so  far  as  heard  from,  the  house  consists  of 
106  wings  to  75  administration.  Last  year  the  senate  and 
house  each  had  majorities  for  the  administration,  and 
the  Governor  and  officers  of  .state  were  of  the  same  party. 

For  Congress. — James  Dixon,  S.  D.  J.  A. 

Rocrwell,  and  'Trueman  Smith,  whiga,  arc  aii  elected. 

Rhode  Island. — On  the  7th  inst.  Elisha  Harris,  the 
whig  ‘law  and  order’  candidate  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  state,  over  ail  the  other  candidates.  The  probabilities 
from  returns  received  are  ih  it  both  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature will  be  whig.  R.  B.  Cranston,  whig,  is  elec- 
ted to  congress  Irom  the  eastern  district.  In  tue  wes- 
tern district  the  voles  stand  for  W.  Updike,  norninaled 
whio  law  and  order,  1694;  Thornton,  adm.  1603;  Arnold, 
[whig,  406;  Hall,  abolition,  186;  scatlering  14;  no  choice: 
On  second  trial,  a plurality  elec  ts. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

OfoJJfictrs  in  the  new  regiments,  since  the  list  published  on 
the  19th  of  March. 

Major — Maxy  Gregg,  of  South  Carolina,  12th  in- 
fantry,  vice  Hays  declined. 

Captains — Samuel  Dickinson,  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  10th  infantry;  John  Wofford,  of  Georgia,  13th  in- 
fantry; Creed  T.  Huddleson,  of  Tennessee,  14th  in- 
fantry; James  M.  Scantland,  of  Tenn.,  14th  infantry; 
Ed.  A.  King,  of  Ohio,  15th  infantry  vice  McDonald, 
declined;  Daniel  Chase,  of  Ohio,  15th  infantry. 

First  Lieutenan’' — Charles  J.  Sprague,  of  Mass.,  in 
the  9th  infantry,  vice  Chapman,  declined;  Robt.  Hum- 
phreys, of  Tenn.,  14th  infantry:  Preston  G.  Gaines, 
of  Tenn.,  14th  infantry;  Ely  P.  Howell,  of  Georgia, 
13th  infantry. 

Second  Lieutenants — Edwin  C.  Marion,  of  Penn.,  in 
the  Voltigeurs,  vice  Wells,  resigned;  Benjamin  Yard, 
of  N.  Jersey,  10th  infantry;  John  M.  Bronough,  of 
Mo.,  in  the  12th  infantry;  J.  Julius  Wheedin,  of  N. 
C.,  12th  infantry;  Nathaniel  Grant,  of  Ga.,  13th  in- 
fantry; Wm.  D.  Gray,  ofGa.,  13th  infantry;  Robert 
W.  Bedford,  of  Tenn.,  14th  in  antry;  W.  H.  Seawell, 
of  Tenn.,  14th  infantry;  Jackson  Plutson,  of  Tenn 
14th  infantry;  James  W.  Wiley,  of  Ohio,  15th  infan- 
try; Llewellyn  Boyle,  of  Md.,  15th  infantry;  Thos.  B. 
Tilen,  of  Ohio,  I5th  infantry;  Wm.  H.  H.  Goodloe, 
of  Ohio,  15th  infantry;  Marcellus  M.  Anderson,  Va., 
]6th  infantry. 

Surgeon — Robt.  R.  Ritchie,  of  Va.,  12th  infantry, 
vice  Mosher,  declined. 

Brigadier  General  Giddeon  J.  Pillow,  to  be  major 
general  in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the 
plaee  of  Thomas  H.  Benton,  who  declined  to  accept. 

Brigadier  General  John  A.  Quitman,  to  be  major 
genneral  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  William  Cummin,  who  declined  to  accept. 

Col.  CaletJ  Custiing,  to  be  brigadier  general  In 
the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  place  of  John 
A.  Quitman,  promoted. 

Presidential,  1848. — Gen.  Tayi.op.  nominated  by 
the  whigs  of  Iowa.  The  Pennsylvania  Inquirer  pub- 
lishes a letter  from  the  capital  of  Iowa  which  sayg:-“A 
large  meeting  of  the  Whigs  of  this  state  was  held  at 
the  capital,  on  the  22d  inst.,  composed  of  the  most 
influential  and  leading  men  from  all  parts  of  the  state 
at  Gen.  Z.  Taylor  was  formally  nominated  as  a 
CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  PRESIDENCY,  IN  1848.  AltllOUgh 
in  several  sections  of  the  country  he  has  been  previ- 
ously nominated,  yet  I believe  that  Iowa  is  the  first 
that  has  done  so  as  a state.  With  this  time-honored 
and  war-worn  veteran  as  our  candidate,  I pledge  Iowa 
a whig  state  in  1848.  Roll  on  the  political  ball,  and 
atop  it  not,  even  though  it  crush  the  entire  firm  of 
Polk  & Co." 

cadet  appointments  in  1847 — to  enter  the  mili- 

LITARY  ACADEMY  IN  JUNE  NEXT. 

Maine — 3. 


William  P.  Merrill,  of  the  4th 

do 

do 

Charles  D.  Bridgham,  of  the  7th 

do 

do 

Massachusetts — 2. 

Caleb  Huse,  of  the  3d 

do 

do 

George  L.  Andrews  of  the  9th 

do 

do 

Vermont — 2. 

Henry  C.  Hodges  of  the  1st 

do 

do 

D.  Richard  Ransom,  of  the  2d 

do 

do 

Meio  York — 9. 

Wm.  R.  Robinson,  of  the  2d 

do 

do 

James  B.  De  Cue,  of  the  4ih 

do 

do 

Wm.  K.  Cornell,  of  the  5lh 
James  Thompson,  of  the  10th 

do 

do 

do 

do 

James  B.  Greene,  of  the  11th 

do 

do 

Albert  S.  J.  Molinard,  of  the  13th 

do 

do 

Dewit  N.  Root,  of  the  17ih 

do 

do 

John  McCraith,  of  the  20th 

do 

do 

Wm.  D.  Whipple,  of  the  23d 

do 

do 

JVeto  Jersey — 1. 

George  Hunt,  of  the  4tb 

do 

do 
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Pennsylvania — 8. 
James  St.  C.  Morton,  of  the  2d 
James  C.  Kellon,  of  the  8th 
Clinton  Scott,  «f  the  12lh 
Henry  F.  Winter,  of  the  13th 
Alexander  Piper,  of  the  14lh 
David  Ahl,  of  the  15th 
Isaiah  N.  Moore,  of  the  17th 
Alexander  Murray,  of  the  19th 
Maryland — 1. 

Horatio  G.  Buchanan,  of  the  2d 
Virginia — 5. 

Rufus  K.  Harrison,  of  the  1st 
Robert  Williams  of  the  9th 
Gurdon  Chapin,  of  the  11th 
Johnson  M.  Camden,  of  the  14th 
Henry  A.C.  Hoblilzell,  of  the  15lh  do 
Morth  Carolina — 3. 
Martin  P.  Parks,  jr.  of  the  2J 
Alexander  McRae,  of  ihe  5th 
Lawrence  S.  Baker,  of  the  9th 

South  Carolina— 3. 
Thomas  S.  Mills,  of  the  1st 
John  Q.  Wilbar,  of  the  2d 
Thomas  Hall,  of  the  6th 

Kentucky — 4. 

Joseph  G.  Tilford,  of  the  4ih 
Ben.  Harden  Helm,  of  the  5th 
John  Franklin,  of  the.Gih 
Robert  J.  Wingate,  of  the  8th 

Tennessee — 3. 
William  T.  Welckner,  of  the  3d 
Alvin  C.  Gillem,  of  the  4th 
Edward  H.  Djy,  of  the  11th 
Ohio — 8. 

Thomas  J.  McDowell,  jr.  of  the  2d  do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

Augustus  H.  Coleman,  of  the  4th  do  do 

Benjamin  F.  Ward,  of  the  10th  do  do 

Geo.  G.  Lewis,  of  the  13th  do  do 

Alexander  McCook,  of  the  17th  do  do 

George  W.  Evans,  of  the  18ih  do  do 

Geo.  T.  Balch,  ofthe  19th  do  do 

Adolphus  F.  Bond,  of  the  20th  do  do 

Louisiana — 1 . 

Philippi  Guesnon,  jr.  of  the  1st  do  do 

Indiana — 2. 

John  Mendenhall,  of  the  3d  do  do 

Willia  u R.  Henry,  of  the  4th  do  do 

Illinois—  2. 

William  Caldwell,  of  the  2 1 do  do 

James  Curtiss,  jr.  of  the  4ih  do  do 

Alabama — 1. 

Charles  A Pt  ques,  of  the  3d  do  do 

Missouri — 2. 

Ben.  D.  W.  Castleman,  of  the  2J  do  do 

Albert  Blakay,  of  the  4th  do  do 

Michigan — 1. 

Edwin  D.  Phillips,  of  the  1st  do  do 

Iowa — 2. 

Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  David  Bell. 

District  of  Columbia — 1. 

John  T.  Sliaafl'. 

Al  Large. 

Henry  Douglass,  from  the  army,  Geo.  G.  Garner, 
do.  Watson  Freeman,  jr.  Massachusetts,  Charles 
Tompkins,  from  the  army,  Henry  E-  Maynadier,  do. 
Roger  Jones,  jr.  do.  Richard  Jesse  Bright,  Indiana, 
Kenner  Garrard,  Ohio,  James  M.  Wilson,  N.  York. 
— Sloan,  Tennessee. 

ff'here  were  no  vacancies  this  year  from  Rhode 
Island.  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Mississippi,  Arkan- 
sas, Florida,  Texas,  or  Wisconsin. 

The  appointments  from  the  congressional  districts 
were  made  on  the  nomination  of  the  representative  of 
the  vacant  district,  except  Iowa,  which  was  on  the 
joint  nomination  of  the  tw  o representatives  from  that 
stale.  The  next  appointment  of  cadets  will  be  in 
1848,  and  will  be  made  in  February  or  March  of  that 
year. 

Temperance  cause  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
We  have  in  miniature  an  imposition,  by  “Christian 
Powers”  “so  cailled,"  as  Quakers  carefully  phrase 
them,  similar  to  that  of  the  opium  trade  humanely 
inflicted  upon  the  “Inner  Barbarians”  of  China,  by 
the  British  fleets  and  armies,  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  French  and  English  governments  in  their  recent 
treaty  with  the  “savage”  king  of  the  Sandwich  Is- 


lands. The  latter  sovereign  admonished  by  the  fear- 
ful inroads. which  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  was 
making  in  bis  dominions,  was  adopting  rigid  mea- 
sures with  a view  to  prevent  the  importation  of  li- 
quors. These  regulations  would  to  some  extent,  af- 
fect the  trade  of  both  England  and  France,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  United  States.  The  government  nor 
agents  of  the  United  Slates  would  hardly  have  ven- 
tured to  throw  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  prohibi- 
tion. They  partake  no  doubt  of  an  enlightened  pub- 
lic opinion,  which  would  aid  a feble  and  interesting 
people  in  their  struggle  against  thousands  of  difficul- 
ties and  the  strong  pa-sion  so  generally  prevalent  for 
intoxicating  drinks.  The  treaties  ju'-t  entered  into 
between  the  government  of  France  and  England  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  Hawaiian  gavernment  on  ihe 
other  part,  demonstrates  the  shameful  fact,  that  the 
love  of  the  gains  of  trade,  even  to  so  minute  a con- 
sideration, is  paramount  to  the  pleadings  of  humanity 
with  them.  These  two  powers  have  insisted  upon  a 
clause  in  said  treaties  to  the  effect,  that  “wines, 
brandies,  and  otner  spirituous  liquors  shall  be  liable  to 
such  reasonable  duly  as  the  Hawaiian  government 
may  fix,  provided  always,  that  the  amount  of  said 
duties  shall  not  be  so  high  as  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  said  articles.” 

This  is  not  all.  In  pursuance  of  the  arrangement 
in  said  treaties,  it  appears  that  the  Island  Monarch 
established  a scale  of  duties — but  upon  issuing  of 
which,  the  represenlatives  of  both  France  and  Eng- 
land have  entered  their  protest!  They  regarded  the 
duties  as  too  high. 

Alas,  for  the  character  of  the“Christian  powers.” 

Appropriations  by  congress.  The  official  state- 
ment of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  U. 
States,  published  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  con- 
gress, contains  the  following  recapitulation  of  the 
appropriations  made  at  the  last  session: 

Recapitulation. 

For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expen- 
ses of  the  government  4,442,790  87 

For  the  support  of  the  army  and 
volunteers  32,178,461  88 

For  the  support  of  the  navy  9,307,958  1(1 

For  the  support  of  the  post  office 
department  4,145,400  OO 

For  the  support  of  the  Indian  de- 
^ partment  1,364,204  95 

For  the  support  of  the  military*  aca- 
^demy  124,906  00 

lor  building  and  equipping  steam- 
ships 

For  revolutionary  & other  pensions 
For  concluding  peace  with  Mexico 
For  the  erection  of  light  houses 
Miscellaneous 


1,000,000  00 
1,358,700  00 
3,000,000  on 
518,830  OO 
540,243  13 


Total, 


$57,982,575  93 


Col.  J.  .7.  Hardin,  [before  he  received  his  fatal 
wounds  at  Buena  Vista,  had  captured  a flag  from 
the  enemy,  which,  with  his  horse,  he  requested 
should  be  sent  home  as  a last  memento  to  bis  wife. 

Mr.  Norris,  bearer  of  despatches  to  California,  and 
major  Rich  (botanist  of  the  exploring  expedition  under 
Wilkes),  paymaster  of  troops  in  that  country,  were  at 
Panama  February  24,  to  leave  in  two  or  three  days, 
either  by  steamer  southward,  or  by  vessel  direct  to  the 
place  of  destination. 

The  BRITISH  STEAMER  TWEED,  left  Havana  for 
Vera  Cruz,  on  the  9ih  of  February,  and  at  3 on  the 
morning  of  the  12. h,  it  being  very  dark,  she  struck 
the  sharp  rocks  of  Alacran.  Of  the  fifty  eight  pas- 
sengers, twenty  nine  were  lost,  besides  forty-two  ol 
the  crew,  which  consisted  of  90  persons.  Mr.  Di- 
MOND,  American  Consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  was  amongst 
those  saved.  An  appalling  account  of  the  scene  is 
published.  The  loss  in  property  is  estimated  at  over 
a million  of  dollars.  A large  quantity  of  quicksilver 
constituted  part  of  bar  cargo. 

The  Cabinet.  On  the  question  whether  to  comply 
with  the  terms  prescribed  by  senator  Benton  as  the 
condition  upon  which  he  would  accept  the  commis- 
sion of  major  general,  there  was  undoubtedly  a seri. 
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ous  discussion  in  the  cabinet.  The  president,  rumour 
said,  was  strongly  inclined  to  the  affirmative,  and 
disposed  to  concede  the  terms,  if  the  cabinet  would 
support  him  in  so  doing.  The  post  master  general, 
Cave  Johnson,  and  the  attorney  general,  N.  Clifford, 
conceded  with  the  president, — so  madame  rumour 
goes  on  to  say,  that  the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Walker,  the 
secretary  of  war,  Mr.  Marcy,  were  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Mason  secretary  of  the  navy  is  said  also  to  have 
voted  in  the  negative. 

We  give  this  merely  as  the  rumour  of  the  day,  with- 
out vouching  for  its  accuracy. 

Chippewa  Indians — Small  Pox.  The  same  disease 
which  exterminated  the  Meadow  tribe  of  Indians  is 
raging  among  the  Chippewas,  west  of  Lake  Michigan. 
The  Prarie  du  Chien  Patnot  says  that,  according  to 
intelligence  from  Fort  Winnebago,  that  distemper  was 
carrying  them  off  in  great  numbers.  Some  of  the 
white  settlers  had  been  attacked  with  it.  Six  Indians 
were  found  dead  one  morning  on  the  ice. 


General  Taylor — Colonel  Clay. — No  letter  that 
Gen.  Taylor  has  ever  written  will  be  read  by  his 
countrymen  with  more  emotion  than  the  following 
brief  epistle  addressed  by  him  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay, 
after  the  death  of  his  gallant  son  on  the  field  of  Bue 
na  Vista: 

Hd.  Qr.  Army  of  Occupation,  > 

Agua  Nueva,  Mex.,  March  1, 1847  J 
My  Dear  Sir: — You  will  no  doubt  have  received 
before  this  can  raach  you,  the  deeply  distressing  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  your  son  in  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista.  It  is  with  no  wish  of  intruding  upon 
the  sanctuary  of  parental  sorrow,  and  with  no  hope 
of  administering  any  consolation  to  your  wounded 
heart,  that  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
these  few  lines;  but  I have  felt  it  a duty  which  I owe 
to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  dead,  to  pay  a 
willing  tribute  to  his  many  excellent  qualities,  and 
while  my  feelings  are  still  fresh,  to  express  the  deso- 
lation which  his  untimely  loss  and  that  of  other  kin- 
dred spirits  have  occasioned. 

I had  but  a ■casual  acquaintance  with  your  son 
until  he  became  for  a time  a member  of  my  military 
family,  and  I can  truly  say,  that  no  one  ever  won  more 
rapidly  upon  my  regard,  or  established  a more  lasting 
claim  to  my  respect  and  esteem.  Manly  and  honor- 
able in  every  impulse,  with  no  feeling  but  for  the  hon- 
or of  the  service  and  of  the  country,  he  gave  every 
assurance  that  in  the  hour  of  need  I could  lean  with 
confidence  upon  his  support.  Nor  was  I disappointed. 
Under  the  guidance  of  himself  and  the  lamented  Mc- 
Kee, gallantly  did  the  sons  of  Kentucky  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  strife,  uphold  the  honor  of  the  state  and  of 
the  country. 

A grateful  people  will  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
those  who  fell  on  that  eventful  day.  But  1 may  be 
permitted  to  express  the  bereavement  which  I feel  in 
the  loss  of  valued  friends.  To  your  son  I felt  bound 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  private  regard,  and  when  I 
miss  his  familiar  face  and  those  of  McKee  and  Har- 
din, I can  say  with  truth,  that  I feel  no  exultation  in 
our  success. 

With  the  expression  of  my  deepest  and  most  heart- 
felt sympathies  for  your  irreparable  loss,  I remain 
my  dear  sir,  most  faithfully  and  sincerely. 

Your  friend,  Z.  TAYLOR. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Lieut.  Clay,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bue- 
na Vista,  was  the  second  son  of  the  great  Kentuck- 
ian. His  eldest  son  Thomas  H.  Clay,  resides  on  a 
farm  near  Lexington.  Lieut.  Col.  Clay  was  a grad- 
uate of  West  Point,  where  he  took  the  first  honors. 
He  afterwards  travelled  in  Europe,  married,  settled 
on  a farm,  and  was  several  times  elected  a member 
of  the  Kentucky  legi.slature.  His  wife  died  some 
years  ago.  When  he  was  appointed  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  Kentucky  regiment,  he  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  the  law  in  Louisville.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  fine  intellect,  accomplished  manners 
and  chivalrous  character. 

[Richmond  Whig. 

Mr.  Clay. — The  Philabelphia  American 

has  a letter  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  dated  March  31, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following: 

Mr.  Clay  bad  been  at  home  but  a brief  period  when 
the  fatal  anticipated  news  was  carried  to  him.  He 
and  Mrs.  Ciay,  as  well  as  Mrs.  McLee  are  in  the 
deepest  distress. 

P.  S. — We  knew  there  would  be  a bloody  fight, 
because  Mr  Crittenden  was  said  to  have  received  a 


letter  from  General  Taylor  dated  a few  days  previ- 
ous to  the  22nd  of  February,  in  which  he  said  “that 
if  Santa  Anna  was  a general  he  would  now  attack 
him,  but  relying  on  the  gallantry  of  the  volunteers, 
he  would  certainly  not  run. 

Castle  of  Vera  Cruz. — A correspondent  of  the 
New  Orleans  Delta  furnishes  the  following  historical 
reminiscences  respecting  this  fortress: 

In  front  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  Spaniards 
erected,  at  an  expense  of  $40,000,000  the  famous 
castle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulloa,  as  a rampart  against  for- 
eign invasion  as  well  as  foreign  curiosity.  It  was 
captured  for  the  first  time  by  surprise  on  the  14th 
September,  1568,  by  the  pirate  Juan  Aquinas  Acle, 
who  was,  however,  shortly  expelled  by  Don  Francis- 
co de  Lujan,  with  the  aid  of  a fleet  composed  of  twen- 
ty-three vessels.  This  happened  when  Don  Martin 
Henriques  was  viceroy  of  Mexico.  The  second  cap- 
ture, also  made  by  a pirate  named  Lorencillo,  occur- 
red in  the  night  between  the  17th  and  18th  of  May, 
1 693,  and  was  far  more  disastrous  in  its  consequences 
Lorencillo,  after  he  had  mastered  the  citadel,  sacked 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  after  having  remained  in 
peaceful  possession  of  both  for  the  space  of  nearly 
two  weeks,  departed  with  his  plunder.  The  third 
capture  was  effected  by  admiral  Baudin,  and  is  too 
well  known  to  require  further  mention. 


posing  duties  on  tea  and  cofl'ee,  said  “These  duties,” 
were  suggested  in  view  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
the  loan  therein  proposed,  and  the  department  feels 
bound  to  communicate  the  opinion  entertained  by  it 
that,  in  the  absence  of  these  duties,  it  will  probably 
be  wholly  impracticable  to  negotiate  the  loan  on 
such  terms  as  would  he  permitted  by  congress.” 
These  duties,  or  any  others,  were  not  imposed;  and 
yet  the  loan  is  sought  for  with  avidiiy  at  a premium! 
Recent  events  in  Mexico,  and  a general  impression 
that  peace  will  shortly  be  made  have  largely  influ- 
nced  capitalists  on  the  occasion. 


The  eighteen  million  loan — The  bids  for  the 
new  loan  were  to  have  been  opened  and  the  question 
decided  on  Saturday  last,  but  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  postponed  his  decisions  until  Monday.  The 
New  York  Express  states  that  the  rale  at  which  the 
combined  offers  were  made  by  the  New  York  capi- 
talists, by  some  means  or  other  got  out,  and  the  bid 
ders  from  Washington  and  Boston  bid  about  a star 
teenth  of  one  per  cent  below  them,  and  obtained  the 
loan  of  course. 

Bids  were  received  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  the  aggregate  amount  of  fifty  eight  millions  of 
dollars! — three  times  the  amount  required — all 


at 


more  or  less  premium,  some  as  high  as  two  per 
cent. 

The  loan  is  founded  on  treasury  notes  to  be  issued 
under  the  act  of  congress  of  the  28th  January,  1847 
which  notes  are  payable  two  years  after  date  of 
said  notes,  bearing  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  an- 
num, and  are  receivable  in  all  payments  of  duties  to 
the  government,  or  may  be  funded  at  any  time  with 
in  the  two  years,  at  the  option  of  the  holder. 

The  N.  Y.  Tribune  states  that  the  combined  bid 
of  the  New  Yorkers,  waster  twelve  millions,  at 
cents  premium  per  $100. 

The  Boston  capitalists  bid  ter  seven  millions,  10 
cents  premium  in  the  $100.  There  were  offers  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States,  an  unaccountably  large 
amount  being  from  the  south  and  southwest.  Messrs 
Corcoran  & Riggs,  brokers,  Washington  city,  put  in 
proposals  ter  the  whole  loan  at  | per  cent  premium 
There  were  other  bids  better  than  that,  up  to  2 per 
cent  premium,  supposed  to  the  amount  of  about 
millions.  To  whom  has  been  awarded  the  loan 
not  known,  but  the  whole  amount  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions has  been  accepted  at  t up  to  2 per  cent  premi- 
um; Messrs.  Corcoran  & Riggs  obtaining,  it  is  sup- 
posed, about  12  or  13  millions,  the  residue  of  the  loan 
after  the  better  offers  were  accepted.  They  sold 
yesterday  to  New  York  capitalists  three  hundred 
thousand  at  1 per  cent  premium,  giving  the  buyers 
option  of  making  the  amount  a million.  We  have 
reason  to  suppose  that  an  independent  bid  ter  half  a 
million  from  this  city  was  among  the  successful  of- 
fers. At  least  three  fourths  of  the  eighteen  millions 
will  probably  be  thrown  on  the  market  from  time  to 
time,  the  bids  being  undoubtedly  speculative.  There 
will  probably  be  a call  from  the  secretary  for  2^  mil- 
lions at  once.” 

Some  independent  bidders  at  New  York,  it  is  said 
have  had  about  $1,500  000  of  the  loan  awarded  to 
them;  John  Thompson,  64  Wall  st.,  one  of  them,  ob- 
tained half  a million. 

It  is  pleasant  to  find  that  no  part  of  the  loan  is 
likely  to  go  abroad.  Our  own  capitalists  will  find  it 
to  be  a good  investment,  and  we  shall  be  saved  from 
a foreign  drain  upon  the  country  ter  the  payment  of 
interest,  as  well  as  ter  the  payment  of  principal 
whenever  that  may  occur. 

The  condition  of  foreign  exchange  at  this  moment, 
owing  to  the  immense  exportation  of  bread  stuffs 
and  provisions,  has  thrown  a large  amount  of  capi- 
tal into  market  seeking  investment,  and  aided  the 
government  in  obtaining  the  loan  with  a facility  and 
upon  terms  which  no  one  had  anticipated.  Tiie  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  himself,  on  the  21st  Decern 
ber,  1846,  in  an  official  letter  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  calling  their  attention  to  the  views 
submitted  in  his  last  annual  report  in  regard  to  ira- 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of  patents 
has  made  its  appearance  in  print.  From  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  pages,  it  has  been 
aieed  down  to  but  little  more  than  300. 

We  learn  the  following  interesting  statistics  in  re- 
ference to  the  operations  of  the  patent  office,  during 
the  last  year. 

Whole  number  of  patents  applied  for  in 

1847,  1,272 

Whole  number  issued,  619 

Re-issues,  13 

Expirations  of  patents  in  1846.  473 

Receipts  of  the  office  during  the  yfar,  $50,261 
Expenses  of  office,  same  lime,  33,700 

Total  expenses  of  year,  40,158 

Funds  of  the  office  on  deposit  first 
Jan.,  1847,  186,565 

The  office  is  supported  entirely  by  inventors  in 
whose  behalf  it  is  justly  said,  there  is  good  ground  of 
complaint  for  neglects  long  continued,  in  not  re-mo- 
delling  the  patent  laws  after  repealed,  earnest  and 
reasonable  solicitations  to  do  so. 

The  commissioner  complains  of  the  $500  exacted 
of  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  $300  from  citizens  and 
of  subjects  of  all  other  countries,  on  their  respee- 
tive  applications  ter  patents.  The  effect  of  the  law 
is  said  to  prevent  the  introduction  into  the  country 
of  many  useful  and  valuable  discoveries,  which 
would  otherwise  be  patented. 

Among  the  records  of  the  past  year  the  following 


are  to  be  found. 
Subjects. 

Applicants. 

Grants. 

Agriculture, 

161 

78 

Chemistry, 

44 

24 

Calorific, 

129 

68 

Mathematical  and  philosophical 

13 

instruments. 

26 

Lever  and  screw  power. 

27 

7 

Licatlier  laijuingy 

Stone,  clay,  and  glass  ma 

29 

18 

nufaclure  17 

9 

Household  furniture. 

52 

24 

Fine  arts, 

Surgical  instruments. 

26 

19 

56 

18 

Wearing  apparel. 

16 

16 

Designs, 

67 

59 

The  other  applications  and  grants  were  for  metal- 
lurgy, metals,  manufacture  of  fibrous  and  texile  fa- 
brics, steam  and  gas  engines,  engineering,  architec- 
ture, machinery,  mills,  &c.,  fire  arms,  hydraulics, 
pneumatics,  &c.,  &c. 

ARMY  JOURNAL. 

Movement  of  troops. — A letter  from  an  officer 
of  the  Massachusetts  regiment,  dated  Brasos  Santia- 
go, March  17,  says: — “We  (companies  A and-D, 
under  command  of  Captain  Edward  Webster)  arriv- 
ed here  night  before  last,  after  a very  pleasant  and 
quick  passage  of  nineteen  days,  and  we  are  lucky 
enough  to  have  no  sick  men.  We  march  this  morn- 
ing for  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  thence  we  take 
steamboats  for  Camargo,  there  to  await  orders  from 
General  Taylor.  A part  of  the  Carolina  regiment 
left  yesterday,  and  the  last  three  companies  of  the 
Virginia  regiment  arrived  last  evening.  We  are  all 
in  good  spirits,  and  hope  to  have  something  to  do. 

The  N.  Orleans  Picayune,  March  17,  says: — The 
U.  S.  steamship  Telegraph,  Capt.  Auld— which  has 
been  thoroughly  repaired  at  a cost  of  $17,000 — got 
ofiTast  evening  for  Tampico,  via  Brazos  Santiago. — 
Among  the  passengers  who  went  on  her  were  Major 
Thomas  B.  Eastland,  quartermaster,  and  his  son;Col. 
Hamtramck  and  Adjutant  August,  of  the  Virginia 
volunteers;  Capt.  Erskine,  of  the  commissary  depart- 
ment; Capt.  Hill,  of  1st  regiment  Pennsylvania  vo- 
lunteers; Dr.  F.  W.  Miller,  of  the  tHedical  depart- 
ment; Lieut.  Gowan,  of  2d  regiment  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteers; Lieut.  Wilt,  of  Baltimore  battalion;  Messrs. 
John  F.  Claike  and  N.  Ashbrooks,  committee  to 
bring  home  the  remains  of  the  late  Captain  Bell,  of 
the  Alabama  regiment;  Mr.  J B.  Cozzens,  sutler  at 
Matamoros;  Mr.  Renny,  engineer  in  the  quartermas- 
ter deparuiient;  Captain  Fulton  of  the  1st  Tennessee 
regiment;  Lieut.  Moore,  of  1st  Pennsylvanig  regi- 
ment; Messrs.  J.  H.  Kerrison  and  M.  Whiting, com- 
mittee to  bring  the  remains  of  the  late  Lieut.  Bolls; 
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Mr.  J.  E.  Durirage  and  a number  of  cabin  passen- 
gers, together  with  150  teamsters  in  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department.  The  Telegraph  carries  also  a 
large  amount  of  freight. 

KAVT  JOURNAL. 

COMMODORE  CO  N.N  E R . 

The  public  press  evinces  a warm  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy which  is  no  doubt  responded  lo  by  public  sen. 
timent,  for  the  fate  of  this  gallant  officer,  whose  case 
was  evidently  a severe  one,  to  have  the  only  oppor- 
tunity that  fortune  afforded  during  the  war,  of  reap- 
ing a laurel,  snatched  from  his  grasp  at  the  very 
moment  he  was  in  the  act  of  plucking  it.  It  will  be 
remembered  however,  that  although  Commodore 
Perry  assumed  the  command  after  Commodore  Con- 
ner had  so  hatidsomely  landed  the  army,  arranged 
everything  in  relation  to  the  naval  operations, 
and  opened  his  own  batteries  upon  the  city  of  Vera 
Cruz,  that  ifsuccess  followed.  Commodore  Conner  is 
entitled  to  a fair  share  of  the  eclat  that  a few  hours 
more  would  unquestionably  have  wreathed  round 
his  brow,  had  Commodore  Perry  been  so  many  hours 
longer  in  reaching  the  scene.  Commodore  Sloat 
was  in  this  respect  more  fortunate.  Commodore 
Stockton  arrived  just  after  his  well  arranged  meas- 
ures were  consummated. 

The  New  Orleans  Delta,  says: 

Com.  Conner,  it  is  known,  was  relieved  of  the 
command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron  on  the  2 1st  ult.-t— 
Since  1843,  (says  the  Picayune)  he  has  had  charge  of 
this  fleet,  during  which  time  he  has  had  much  to  con- 
tend against,  much  to  mortify  him,  and  more,  perhaps, 
to  complain  of.  The  terrible  wreck  which  occurred 
amongst  the  shipping  off  Vera  Cruz,  immediately  after 
he  was  superceded,  indicates  the  difficulties  of  the 
service  he  has  been  engaged  in.  In  retiring  from  ac- 
tive duties  we  are  sure  he  carries  with  him  the  good 
wishes  of  his  brother  officers,  and  the  respect  of  liis 
countrymen. 

T/te  Mto  Orleans  Bulletin  says: — “We  commend 
lo  our  readers  the  beauiifiil  and  touching  farewell  of 
Commore  Conner  lo  the  officers  and  men  in  the 
horaesqudron,  which  he  has  commanded  for  the 
space  01  nearly  four  years  . ills  alike  honorable  to 
him  and  to  those  who  have  been  under  his  orders. — 
It  does,  however,  no  more  than  justice  to  those 
gallant  spirits,  who  for  months,  for  years,  have 
awaited,  until  patience  was  itself  almost  exhausted, 
for  some  achievement  of  glory  in  which  the  navy 
mlgtii  vie  with  the  deeds  of  itio  army,  and  they  also 
merit  and  receive  the  applause  of  the  nation.  The 
furious  northers  would  blow  and  sweep  with  des  rue- 
tion  along  that  fatal  coast  day  after  day,  and  week 
after  after  week,  and  when  they  ceased,  the  fierce 
sun  and  pestilential  vapors  would  threaten  to  under- 
mine the  stoutest  constitution.  But  neither  the  rig- 
ors and  seventy  of  the  teni|)est,  nor  ttie  exhausting 
and  deadly  nature  of  the  climate,  nor  the  dangers  ol 
the  ooasi,  nor  the  disheartening  influence  arising 
from  a tedious  and  difficult  blockade,  instead  of  the 
exciting  glory  of  actual  conflict  and  clash  of  arms, 
n r,  what  constiiutif  he  keenest  injury  lo  a sensitive 
sou),  the  reproaches  and  unjust  comparisons  of  the 
ignorant  and  unreflecting,  have  subdued  the  spirits 
of  these  men,  or  their  commander.  Commodore  Con- 
ner. Amid  every  discouragement  and  mortification, 
they  have  continued  lo  perform  their  duties  fjithful- 
)y  and  with  eflect,  though  not  brilliant,  for  want  of 
opportunity.  They  have  remeinnered  the  days 
when  the  navy  lit  up  the  horison  and  the  skies  with 
scones  of  unfading  glory,  and  they  did  nut  despair 
for  a momen'. 

The  reduction  of  the  castle  was  a work  planned 
fur  the  army,  but  circumstances  nevertheless  allowed 
the  navy  to  lake  a part  in  the  operations.  Their 
services  then  were  of  the  most  efficient  kind.  Ne- 
ver was  a battery  worked  with  more  ardor  and  hear- 
ty good  will  ihaii  the  one  consisting  of  four  Paixhan 
6^’s  and  four  long  32’s,  under  the  charge  of  the  offi- 
cers and  seamen  of  the  navj;  and  the  participation 
during  the  bombardment,  under  the  very  guns  of 
the  castle  and  the  town  batteries,  of  the  small  vessels 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Tatnall,  was  not 
only  eftective,  but  bold  and  gallant  in  the  extreme- 
We  say  to  Commodore  Conner  and  his  officers 
and  men,  well  done,  PAiTtiFUL  servants,  and  trust 
that  the  former  will  speedily  be  welcomed  to  the 
home  of  his  family. 

CIRCULAR. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Raritan,  Sacrificio.s,  ) 
March  21st.  1847,  5 

Sirs: — In  taking  leave  of  the  home  squadron,  which 
I have  liad  the  honor  to  command  since  December, 
1843,  1 should  not  be  doing  justice  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, or  to  the  merits  of  tlie  officers,  seamen  and  oth- 
ers who  have  served  under  me,  were  I to  part  from 
them  witliout  expressing,  in  this  public  manner,  the 


gratification  I have  experienced,  upon  a review  of 
their  long  and  faithful  services. 

They  have  submitted  cheerfully  to  discomfort  and 
privations  of  no  ordinary  character,  performed  with 
zeal  and  alacrity  the  arduous  duties  that  have,  of  ne- 
cessity, been  imposed  upon  them,  and  patiently  await- 
ed the  moment  which  was  to  give  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  participating  in  the  war. 

In  a naval  war,  wlicre  the  stimulus  of  battle  and 
the  hope  of  distinction  are  present  to  animate  and  en- 
courage to  exertion,  these  evidences  of  fortitude  and 
alacrity  are  naturally  to  be  expected;  but  the  merit 
of  the  brave  officers  and  men  whom  I leave  behind 
me,  and  from  whom  I part  with  so  much  regret,  is 
enhanced  an  hundred  fold  by  a consideration  of  the 
barrenness  of  honors  of  the  field  in  which  they  have 
been  compelled  to  labor. 

Whilst  they  have  battled  manfully  with  llie  storm, 
in  enforcing  an  arduous  and  harrassing  blockade — 
have  braved  the  wreck  and  disease — no  enemy’s  flag 
has  appeared  upon  the  sea;  nor  have  they  been  able 
to  reach  him  in  his  strong  holds,  by  reason  of  the  pe- 
culiar difficulties  of  his  coast. 

Wishing  them  every  happiness  in  life,  and  the  suc- 
cess, in  their  future  career,  which  they  so  well  merit, 
I shall  ever  remain  their  attached  friend  and  brother 
officer.  (Signed)  D.  Conner. 


Liberia. — The  brig  Margaret,  arrived  at  N.  York 
from  Mesurado,  brings  a file  of  “Africa’s  Luminary” 
to  the  13th  of  January,  which  furnishes  the  following 
satisfactory  view  of  the  progress  of  Liberia,  as  derived 
from  the  compond  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser: 

The  Luminary  of  January  13  furnishes  the  message 
of  Governor  Roberts  to  the  ninth  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, which  commenced  its  sittings  on  the  4th 

The  governor  acknowledges  the  providential  blessings 
with  which  the  year  has  been  crowned,  in  an  unusual 
degree  of  health,  abundant  harvests,  and  mercantile 
prosperity;  announces  the  completion  of  the  new  mar- 
ket house  in  Monrovia,  and  that  it  is  leased  to  the 
corporation,  who  are  to  pay  to  the  treasury  of  the 
commonwealth  the  whole  cost  of  its  erection  by  in- 
stalments. Of  the  revenue  he  says: 

“I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  state 

of  our  finances  continues  to  fulfil  our  expectations 

Full  returns  of  officers  in  the  counties  of  Grand  Bassa 
and  Since  have  not  yet  been  received.  It  is  ascer- 
tained, however,  that  the  revenue  received  during  the 
last  year  exceeds  by  a small  amount  that  of  the  pre- 
ceeding;  and  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the 
receipts  of  the  ensuing  year,  with  the  sum  now  in 
the  treasury,  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  current 
demands  of  the  year,  and  meet  any  expense  which 
may  be  incurred,  should  the  legislature  adopt  meas- 
ures to  that  effect  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
people  in  regard  to  forming  a new  government.” 

On  the  subject  of  the  proposed  independence  of  tlie 
colony,  Governor  Roberts  remarks: 

“I  lay  before  you  the  result  of  the  vote  taken  on 
the  question,  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, on  the  27th  day  of  November  last. 

“You  will  perceive  that  the  people,  by  a small  ma- 
jority, however,  have  decided  in  favor  of  adopting 
the  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  regard  to 
a change  of  our  relations  with  the  American  Coloni- 
zation .society;  and  have  expressed  a desire  that  a con- 
vention be  called  to  draught  a constitution  for  the  new 
government,  and  that  measures  be  adopted  to  carry 
the  same  into  effect  as  soon  as  practicable. 

“1  regret  exceedingly  to  find  by  official  returns  that 
no  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
commonwealth  attended  the  polls  to  record  their  o- 
pinion  respecting  this  highly  important  question.” 

This  supineness,  or  want  of  unanimous  action  upon 
a question  of  sucli  vital  interest  to  the  colony,  the 
governor  attributes  mainly  to  the  extensive  circula- 
tion of  erroneous  views  of  the  communication  addres- 
sed to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  by  a committee  of  the  legislature  of 
1845,  respecting  the  light  in  which  the  sovereignty 
of  the  colonies  is  held  by  the  government  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  opponents  of  the  proposed  independence  have 
asserted  that  the  legislature,  without  authority  from 
the  people,  had  declared  their  intention  to  form  a 
new  government,  and  that  their  communication  to 
the  Colonization  Society  was  a formal  announcement 
of  their  purpose.  The  governor  denies,  in  language 
and  sentiment*  alike  creditable  to  his  intellect  and  pa- 


his  conviction  that  this  misapprehension  has  been  the 
main  reason  why  so  few  have  voted  on  the  question. 

The  majority  of  those  who  voted  having  decided  in 
favor  of  the  measure,  the  governor  recommends  that 
the  convention  be  appointed  and  a constitution  framed 
as  “the  only  course  that  will  or  can  relieve  us  from 
tlie  embarrassments  we  labor  under  with  respect  to 
the  encroachments  of  foreigners  and  the  objections 
urged  by  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  our  sovereignty.” 

The  governor  next  adverts  to  the  increased  friendly 
relations  with  the  surrounding  tribes,  and  adds: 

“In  February  last  the  natives  occupying  the  lands 
lying  between  Blue  Barra  and  Grand  Cess,  (the  terri- 
tory of  Settra  Kroo,  comprising  about  six  miles  of  sea 
coast,  excepted,)  ceded  to  this  government,  including 
the  right  of  sovereignty,  their  entire  territories;  also, 
two  tribes  furtlier  south,  occupying  territory  known 
as  Tassoo  and  Baffbo  Bay,  reserving  for  their  mem- 
bers only  what  is  sufficient  to  maintain  them  in  an  ag- 
ricultural way.  A few  days  ago,  Gen.  Lewis,  comj 
missioned  on  the  part  of  this  government,  succeeded 
in  purchasing  about  fifteen  miles  of  seacoast,  compri- 
sing portions  of  tlie  territories  of  Manna,  Curroo,  and 
Timhoo. 

“Other  tribes  occupying  intermediate  points  have 
agreed  to  transfer  their  territories  to  this  government; 
and  we  are  only  awaiting  the  arrival  of  funds,  daily 
expected,  to  perfect  our  negotiations.” 

The  remainder  of  the  message  discusses  the  posi 
tion  alleged  to  be  assumed  by  Great  Britain,  to  wit, 
that  while  she  will  acknowledge  the  rights  of  the  col 
onists  to  their  territories,  if  purchased  from  the  right- 
ful owners  of  the  soil,  she  will  in  no  case  allow  the 
exercise  of  sovereignty,  including  the  payment  of  cus- 
tom dues,  inasmuch  as  her  own  subjects  have  already 
acquired  rights  of  property  there  not  subject  lo  such 
demands.  The  governor  animadverts  with  some  in- 
dignation upon  the  position,  but  is  confident  that  pa- 
tience and  the  destiny  of  the  colony  will  eventually 
overcome  all  obstacles. 

The  same  paper  publishes  officially  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  convention  above  referred  to.  The 
delegates  were  to  be  eleven  in  number,  six  for  the 
county  of  Monrovia,  four  for  Grand  Bassa,  and  one 
for  Sinoe — to  be  elected  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary; to  meet  in  the  town  of  Monrovia  on  the  first 
Monday  in  July,  1847,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  per  day,  including  travelling  expenses,  when  in 
tlie  service  of  the  commonwealth,  as  is  paid  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature  council. 

From  the  Luminary  of  December  9. 

Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1822. — The  anniversary  of  this  memorable 
day,  on  which  the  decisive  battle  that  gave  the  first 
company  of  pilgrims  security,  and  ensured  to  their 
successors  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  was  celebra- 
ted in  this  place  in  a manner  that  does  credit  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  as  well 
as  of  the  people  generally.  The  day  was  ushered  in 
by  the  firing  of  cannon,  as  usual.  At  about  eleven 
o’clock  the  military  halted  in  front  of  the  government 
house,  to  escort  tlie  citizens  and  strangers  there  assem- 
bled to  the  church,  where  the  oration  was  to  be  de- 
livered. After  which  a national  salute  of  twenty-two 
guns  was  given,  the  whole  being  conducted  through- 
out in  what  we  considered  good  taste  and  without  any 
accident. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

Through  the  kindness  of  a friend,  we  have  been 
rnrnished  with  the  following  exlrsct*  from  a private 
letter  written  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mansfield,  of  ihe 
corps  of  engineer*  lo  a brother  officer  in  this  city, 
giving  a brief  and  hastily  written  description  of  the 
22d  and  23d  of  February.  [t/nioji. 

Eighteen  miles  south  of  Saltillo,  al  etmp  U.  S. 

army,  Agua  J^ueva,  March  1,  1847. 

Dear  Captain — VVe  are  just  recovering  from  tho 
fatigues  of  a tremendous  battle,  fought  by  this  little 
army  on  the  22d  and  23d  at  Buena  Vista,  a place 
about  eleven  miles  in  our  rear  and  seven  miles  this 
side  of  Saltillo. 

We  had  previouily  been  on  this  very  ground  from 
the  6ih  to  the  20th  February,  reconnoitring  the  po- 
sitions, roads,  &c.  and  ascertaining  where  the  enemy 
was,  and  his  numbers.  We  found  Santa  Anna  wa* 
at  Encarnacion,  thirty  miles  in  our  advance,  with 
twenty  thousand  troops  of  infantry  and  artillery,  aad 
that  on  our  left  was  General  Minon,  at  Ediorda,  say 


, . ..  ‘I  t'''enty  five  miles  off,  with  three  thousand  cavalry 

triotism,  ^the  truth  ot  the  accusation,  and  expresses  j and  lancers. 
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Oa  the  2lst,  at  noon,  we  broke  up  our  camp,  and 
fell  back  to  a good  position  at  Buena  Vista,  to  await 
the  enemy.  On  the  22d  he  came  in  sight — his  ad- 
•vance  a heavy  body  of  lancers  and  cavalry,  followed 
by  large  bodies  of  infantry,  and  about  eighteen  pieces 
of  artillery.  A skirmish  took  place  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  enemy  gained  the  mountain  side  on  our  left. 

On  our  right  of  the  road  were  impassible  gullies, 
deep  and  perpendicular,  extending  across  to  the 
mountains,  say  one  mile.  On  our  left  of  the  road 
commenced  steep  ascents  to  the  tops  of  the  spurs  of 
the  mountain,  which  united  and  formed  a beautiful 
table  land  for  a battle  ground,  say  one  mile  east  and 
west  by  half  a mile  north  and  south.  There  were 
ether  spurs  on  the  same  side,  stretching  along  j 
road  north  and  seuth  of  us,  with  deep  gullies  between, 
many  of  them  impassable,  but  none  of  them  forming 
a table  land  like  this. 

A ditch  and  parapet  were  immediately  thrown 
across  the  road,  and  Washington’s  artillery  placed 
there,  supported  by  two  companies  of  volunteers 
behind  another  parapet. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  enemy  made  a 
rush  with  his  infantry  and  lancers  to  possess  the 
table  land,  the  key  to  the  whole  position;  and  at  the 
same  time  a column  of  infantry  and  cavalry  advanc 
ed  on  the  road  towards  Washington’s  battery.  A 
terrible  fight  ensued.  Our  left  was  forced  back  off 
the  table  land,  and  rallied  under  the  bank;  but  our 
centre  charged  with  a tremendous  fire  of  horse  ar- 
tillery, (eight  pieces)  and  volunteers,  and  hurled 
them  back  against  the  mountain  and  broke  their 
centre,  so  that  large  bodies  of  infantry  saved  them- 
selves by  moving  into  the  ravines  and  on  the  spurs 
of  the  mountains  to  the  rear  of  our  left  where  we 
sent  regiments  and  artillery  to  fight  them  and  drive 
them  back  across  the  same  ground  on  our  extreme 
left  over  w hich  they  had  been  forced.  If  we  had 
had  but  one  single  full  regiment  of  regulars  in  reserve 
we  could  have  charged  their  battery  on  our  extreme 
left  and  taken  four  or  five  thousand  prisoners.  As 
it  was,  we  could  only  hold  our  own  against  such 
odds. 

At  the  close  of  the  day  they  made  another  charge 
and  rush,  in  great  force,  to  possess  the  table  land, 
and  were  again  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  and 
with  much  loss  on  our  part.  Night  put  an  end  to 
the  scene,  and  under  the  cover  of  darkness  the  enemy 
retreated  to  this  place,  (Agua  Nueva),  where  our 
light  troops  followed  them  the  next  morning. 

It  was  a beautiful  battle — not  a mistake  made  the 
whole  day;  but  every  man  perfectly  exhausted  at 
night.  Our  loss  about  264  killed  and  45U  wounded. 
'The  enemy’s  loss  about  2,500  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  3,000  missing. 

It  is  said  that  Santa  Anna  is  in  full  retreat  to  Ma- 
tahuila  and  Lan  Luis,  with  his  army  dispirited  and 
disorganized.  He  is  said  to  have  lost  many  officers 
©f  high  rank.  You  will  in  due  lime  gel  correct  ac- 
•ounts. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  gallant  bearing  of  oir 
horse  artillery  and  dragoons,  nor  the  bravery  and 
good  conduct  of  the  volunteers  as  a body.  Not  a 
regular  infantry  soldier  was  in  this  fight. 

We  have  lost  most  valuable  officers.  Capt.  L'n- 
coln  was  killed  in  the  first  charge.  Col.  McKee  and 
Lieut.  Colonel  Clay,  of  the  Kentucky  regiment,  and 
Col.  Hardin  were  killed,  besmes  others,  in  the  second 
charge  of  the  enemy.  We  lost  three  pieces  of  can- 
non, which  we  had  not  the  men  to  recover.  Oar  men 
actually  sunk  to  the  ground  from  excessive  exiiaus- 

tion.  . , . , 

It  has  ever  been  the  misfortune  of  our  brave  oiu 
General  to  be  obliged  to  fight  the  enemy  with  in- 
ferior numbers.  *l  his,  his  last  battle,  has  done  him 
more  credit  than  any  of  his  previous  ones.  His  case 
was  not  so  desperate  at  Palo  Alto,  for  there  he  had 
the  best  of  regular  infantry. 

I had  almost  forgotten  to  speak  of  our  corps.  We 
endeavored  to  do  our  duty.  Lieut.  Cenliam  Dehaved 
well,  and  was  slightly  wounded.  As  for  myself,  I 
was  more  fortunate  than  at  Monterey,  and  escaped 
unhurt.  The  old  General,  however,  was  made  rag- 
ged by  the  balls  passing  through  his  clothes.  Yours, 
Ic.  ^ JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD. 

OF  THE  SIEGE  OF  VERA  CRUZ. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Delta  says; 
■‘The  iVlexicans  variously  esliniate  Iheir  loss  at  from 
600  to  1,000  killed  and  wounded,  but  all  agree  that 
the  loss  among  the  soldiery  is  comparatively  small 
and  the  destruction  among  the  women  and  children 
is  very  great.  Among  their  killed  is  General  Felix 
Valdez,  an  officer  of  some  celebrity. 

At  the  lime  of  the  surrender  the  Mexicans  had 
but  two  days’  ammunition  and  ttiree  days’  subsist- 
ence, which  accounts  for  their  generally  withholding 
their  fire  during  the  night. 

During  the  bombarument  our  army  have  ibrown 
the  following  number  and  size  ol  shot: 


jlrmy  Battery. 

3.000  ten-inch  shells  90  lbs.  each. 

500  round  shot  25  “ 

200  eight-inch  howitzer  shells  68  “ 

Wary  Battery. 

1.000  Paixhan  shot  68  “ 

800  round  shot  32  ‘‘ 

Musqiiito  Fleet. 

1,200  shot  and  shell,  averaging  62  “ 

Making  in  all  6,700  shot  and  shell, 

weighing  463,600  lbs. 

The  destruction  in  the  city  is  most  awful — one- 
half  of  it  is  destroyed.  Houses  are  blown  to  pieces 
and  furniture  scattered  in  every  direction — the  streets 
torn  up,  and  the  strongest  buildings  seriously  damag- 
ed. 


A letter  from  an  officer  on  board  of  the  U.  States 
steamer  Prineelon,  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
American,  says — 

The  surrender  of  the  Mexican  array  took  place 
on  a large  plain  outside  of  the  walls;  it  was  a very 
imposing  sight..  The  common  soldiers  seemed  very 
indifferent,  but  the  officers  appeared  sorrowful  and 
much  mortified.  They  were  very  poorly  dressed, 
some  with  old  white  hats  and  some  with  black  ones, 
not  having,  probably,  seen  a dollar  for  months. 

At  the  Mexican  battery  which  fought  so  well  when 
the  flag  staff  was  shot  away,  an  officer  tore  the  flag 
from  the  remnant  of  the  staff,  jumped  upon  the  pa 
rapet,  and  held  it  in  his  hand,  until  he  himself  was 
shot  down.  This  was  done  three  times. 

Another  letter  written  on  board  the  Princeton  to 
the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Chronicle,  speaking  of 
the  action  before  Vera  Cruz  on  the  24tli  ult.  says — 

Four  sailors  were  killed  this  day;  they  were  all 
captains  of  guns,  and  would  not  dodge  at  the  flash  of 
their  opponents.  On  board  a ship,  you  know,  there 
is  no  use  in  dodging,  for  one  place  is  good  as  another. 
Tney  ore  trained  to  “stand  to  their  guns.”  On  shore 
it  is  different — sand  bags  are  placed  to  protect  those 
who  are  in  action.  The  engineers  requested  the  sailor 
officers  to  keep  their  men  down.  They  were  caution- 
ed, and  ordered  to  fail  at  the  flash,  but  all  would  not 
do — they  would  jump  on  their  guns,  sight  them, 
.stand  beside  their  piece,  and  look  through  the  em- 
brasures, and  of  course  were  killed.  Every  sailor 
killed  was  struck  in  the  forehead,  taking  the  upper 
part  of  the  head  entirely  off. 


The  Washington  Union  has  tlie  following  items: 
We  understand  that  the  panic  diffused  among  the 
Mexicans  in  the  castle,  lest  they  might  experience 
the  same  disastrous  fate  which  had  (alien  upon  the 
city,  principally  contributed  to  its  surrender.  An 
awful  panic  has  now  spread  over  the  people.  The 
loss  of  the  city  and  castle,  combined  with  the  last 
victory  of  less  than  4,000  men  over  20,000  at  Buena 
Vista,  has  spread  consternation  over  that  infatuated 
nation. 

Gen.  Scott  had  despatched  a detachment  to  Alva- 
rado, to  collect  mules,  horses  and  beeves.  The  vil- 
lage of  Medellin,  ten  miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  the 
direction  of  Alverado,  had  already  been  occupied 
by  our  troops,  had  quietly  submitted,  and  met  with 
the  most  liberal  treatment  on  the  part  of  our  troops. 
The  inhabitants  of  Alverado  will  probably,  animated 
by  this  example,  be  willing  to  furnish  their  animals 
for  American  gold,  instead  of  having  them  taken 
from  them  by  forcible  contributions. 

Two  days  after  Cul.  Totten  left  Vera  Cruz,  the 
General  expected  to  send  on  his  advance  toivards 
the  capital.  He  vt  ill  push  on  to  ttiat  point  as  soon 
as  he  obtains  the  necessary  transportation,  and  as 
rapidly  as  he  can.  He  leaves  no  hostile  foe  behind 
him.  No  very  formidable  opposition  is  expected  at 
Puente  Naciouale,  (National  Bridge,  30  miles  from 
Vera  Cruz),  nor  even  at  Jalapa,  (68  miles.)  The 
General  will  push  on  to  the  healthy  table  land  be 
tween  the  bridge  and  Jalapa;  thence,  we  presume, 
unless  unexpected  obstacles  occur,  to  the  capital.— 
It  was  said  that  Geii.  Vega  had  two  or  three  thou 
sand  cavalry  with  him,  on  the  road  to  Mexico. 

One  problem  is,  will  there  be  any  government  at 
Mexico  capable  of  making  peace;  for,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  things  now  stands  at  Mexico,  there  may  be 
greater  difficulty  in  finding  an  executive  to  treat  for 
peace  than  for  them  to  carry  on  war.  It  was  re- 
ported at  the  last  accounts  that  Santa  Anna  was 
advancing  to  the  capital.  There  is  no  absolute  cer- 
tainly of  this.  According  to  tlie  last  accounts  re- 
ceived at  Vera  Cruz  the  city  was  distracted  by  con- 
tending factions.  'I'here  were  every  Jay  broils  and 
bloody  fights  in  the  streets,  in  what  was  was  vulgarly 
called  “the  wives’  war.’’  This  is  a contest  of  the 
cleigy  for  the  exemption  of  their  property,  in  which 
they  had  eontrived  lo  engage  llie  wives  ol  Uie  capital 
aud  through  tlieui  the  tiusbauds  in  their  behait  It  is 
difficult  to  quijlet'^tand  in  this  hurly-burly  civil  war 


who  constitutes  this  government,  or  whether  they 
have  any. 

The  official  field  return  of  the  forces  under  Gen. 
Scott,  on  the  25th  March,  before  Vera  Cruz,  shows 
an  aggregate  of  13,470 — one  of  the  best  disciplined 
and  most  gallant  corps  in  the  world. 

From  the  Mew  Orleans  Picayune,  ^pril  6.  By  the 
way  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  we  have  received  a 
file  of  papers  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  17th 
of  March;  our  previous  dates  thence  were  down  to 
the  27th  of  February. 

These  papers  are  occupied  with  the  miserable  de- 
tails of  the  two  factions  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  one 
under  Gomez  Farias,  the  vice  president,  the  other 
under  Gen.  Pena  y Baragan.  Much  blood  has  been 
shed,  but  without  any  decisive  effect. 

El  Republicano  of  the  15lh  March  announces  that 
the  American  arras  have  triumphed  in  Chihuahua, 
that  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  the  capital  of  the  state 
has  fallen.  The  small  forces  which  defended  it,  says 
the  Republicano,  were  routed.  The  same  number  of 
lliat  paper,  and  the  number  of  the  17lh,  complains 
that  the  government  does  not  publish  the  details  of 
the  fighting,  declaring  that  Mexican  courage  is  not 
to  be  daunted  by  such  reverses. 

We  cannot  but  infer,  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  Republicano  introduces  the  subject,  that  Chi- 
huahua did  not  fall  until  after  a battle  glorious  to 
the  American  arms. 

The  Republicano  of  the  17th  of  March  reports 
that  certain  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  [Los  Chimayos] 
to  the  number  of  3,000,  have  risen  against  the  Ame: 
ricans,  and  joined  the  pueblos  previously  in  insurrec- 
lion. 

The  entrance  of  Santa  Anna  into  San  Luis  Poiosi 
on  the  8th  ult.  was  a triumphal  one.  All  classes 
went  out  lo  meet  him  two  or  three  miles  on  the  road. 
At  night  he  was  serenaded  and  the  town  illuminated. 

Matamoros,  (JiJexico)  March  27,  1847. 
Gentlemen — I send  you  such  little  information  as 
I have  been  able  to  collect,  in  regard  to  General 
Taylor’s  present  position.  By  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Whileviile,  Captain  Durfey,  from  Camargo 
last  evening,  1 have  been  able  lo  gather  the  follow- 
ing: General  Taylor  left  Monterey  on  the  16th  inst. 
in  company  with  Bragg’s  Light  Artillery,  (6  pieces), 
May’s  squadron  of  dragoons,  under  Captain  Graham, 
and  the  balance  of  the  first  Mississippi  regiment, 
(the  latter  now  numbering  about  250  strong),  to 

come  down  and  clear  the  road;  but,  meeting  with 
Colonel  Curtis,  and  his  command  at  Marin,  with 
the  train,  going  up,  he  sent  the  train  on  from  that 
point  with  on  escort,  and  look  Colonel  Curtis’  com- 
mand, which  consisted  of  Third  Ohio  R.egimeiit 
and  three  companies  of  Virginians  with  him,  and 
started  in  pursuit  of  General  Urrea,  who,  it  was 
staled,  had  gone  to  a place  called  Calaita,  and  at  last 
accounts  they  say  General  Taylor  had  got  within 
five  miles  of  him;  but,  as  Urrea’s  force  must  be  prin- 
cipally cavalry,  1 think  it  rather  doubtful  of  his 
overtaking  him.  Colonel  Marshall  has  since  arrived 
at  Camargo  from  Monterey,  with  his  regiment  of 
Kentucky  Cavalry — the  balance  of  the  army  remain- 
ing at  Agua  Nueva. 

Major  Mike  Chevalier  arrived  at  Camargo  on  lha 
23d  instant,  with  about  300  Texans,  who  have  sufi'er- 
ed  very  much  in  crossing  the  pr5fries,  for  wanl^of 
forage  and  water  there  being  no  grass  on  the  prairie. 
The  men  suffered  severely,  and  they  lost  about  fifty 
horses  for  want  of  forage  and  water,  and  many  of 
the  men  are  in  bad  condition.  There  is  no  further 
news  from  above. 

We  started  from  this  place  this  morning  a train  of 
about  60  wagons,  lorCamargo,  with  120exira  mules, 
being  two  lo  each  wagon,  escorted  by  Major  Siokes’ 
and  two  companies  ol  North  Csrolinians,  which  has 
taken  all  the  troops  from  this  place.  With  ihe  ex- 
ception of  two  companies  of  the  Massachusetts  Re- 
giment, under  Captain  Webster,  (Davis’  company), 
one  of  which  is  stationed  in  the  Plaza,  and  the  other 
in  Fort  Paredes,  with  Captain  Merchant’s  company 
of  artillery  at  Fort  Brown,  is  the  whole  of  the  fore© 
at  this  point.  1 understand  the  balance  of  those  re- 
giments, (North  Carolina  and  Massachusets)  are  off 
the  Brazos,  but  they  have  not  been  able  lo  land,  on 
account  of  the  heavy  blows.  Yesterday  we  had  quite 
a heavy  norther,  which  came  up  in  the  afternoon. — 
No  ram  yet. 

[Wete  Orleans  Times. 


Among  the  orders  issued  by  Gen.  Scott,  after  the 
capitulation  of  Vera  Cruz,  was  the  following: 
GENERAL  ORDERS — NO.  75. 

Headquarters  0/ the  Army,  Camp  Washington, 

Before  Vera  Cruz,  March  2Sth,  1847. 

As  soon  as  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  shall  be  garrison- 
ed by  his  brigade,  Brigadier  Gen.  Worth  will  becom* 
the  temporary  governor  of  the  same. 
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Without  lii-ilurbing  the  ordinary  ninciions  of  the 
civil  magistracy,  as  between  Mexicans  and  Mexi- 
cans he  will  establish  strict  police  regulations  for 
securing  good  order  and  good  morals  in  the  said  city. 

He  w^ill  also  establish  a temporary  and  moderate 
tariff  of  duties,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  general 
in  chief  and  commodore  Perry  commanding  United 
Slates  home  squadron,  on  all  articles  imported  by 
sea  from  the  countries  other  than  the  United  Slates, 
the  proceeds  of  said  tariff  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  army,  Ihe  squadron, 
and  the  indigent  inhabitants  of  V era  Cruz. 

The  tariff  «o  to  be  established  will  be  continued 
uniil  the  instructions  of  the  government  at  home 
shall  be  made  known  in  the  case. 

Bv  command  of  iMajor  Ci  neral  Scott. 

H.  L SCOTT,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

Lcfter  from  Mr  Keno.ill,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Picayune  says- 

Vera  Cruz,  March  14,  afternoon. 

The  nnrtliprt'lm-h  oonnnonced  al.«un  down  yesterday 
still  continups,  comp  Pielv  culling  off  all  communicaiinn 
with  the  vessels  lying  oil  or  und<  r Sacrincios.  ^ oliells 
are  occasionally  se '.t  lowanls  General  Worths  lines 
from  the  castle,  but  in  the  main  they  have  fallen  short. 
Captain  Vintor.  cuiiuiiues  at  Ins  position  near  the  lime 

kiim  . , . . 

At  this  time,  half  past  3 o clock,  ihey  are  Inrowing 
13  inch  shells  from  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  and 
one  of  them  has  just  hnrsleil  a short  distance  from 
where  I am  wriiing.  yet  with, nil  doing  any  harm. 

p_  ^.—Captains"  Lee  and  Scoti,  who  went  out  with 
the  while  flag  with  notes  to  ihe  foreign  consuls,  have  re- 
turned. As  was  supposed,  they  w ere  not  allowed  to 
enter  the  city,  but  w ere  deiained  some  three  or  four  hun- 
dred yards  outside  llie  walls.  1 hree  officers  came  out 
to  meet  them,  one  of  whom  to,,k  the  notes  and  after- 
wards brought  a rec-  ipt  that  they  had  been  delivered. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants--ladies  among  them— were 
Been  upon  the  walls  and  adjoining  houses. 

The  line  of  investment  is  now  complete,  and  all 
communication  willi  Ihe  city  landward  cut  off.  Two 
French  vessels  have  succeeded  in  eluding  the  block- 
ade, favored  by  the  wind,  and  have  doubtless  taken 
in  “’aid  and  comfort”  to  the  enemy.  The  firing 
from  the  castle,  and  also  from  the  batteries,  conlin 
ues. 

Another  night  has  passed  off  quietly,  no  alarm  of 
consequence  disturbing  llie  lines.  The  enemy  is  oc- 
casionally throwing  round  shot  and  shell,  yet  with 
liltleeflecl.  One  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  heaviest 
size,  struck  directly  in  the  midst  of  the  8th  infantry 
lost  night,  but  did  not  injure  a man. 

There  is  a prospect  ol  some  little  close  fighting  to 
day,  as  our  outposts  are  to  be  thrown  in  nearer  the 
city  walls.  Some  of  our  riflemen  and  sharpshooters 
are  already  in  motion,  and  if  the  Mexicans  will  al- 
low them  to  come  near  enough  they  will  renders 
good  account  of  themselves. 

The  Picayune  of  March  15,  says: 

There  is  some  talk  that  the  heavy  guns  of  Ihe 
squadron  will  be  brought  ashore  and  used  in  batter- 
ing Ihe  town  and  castle.  1 sincerely  trust  the  gallant 
officers  of  the  navy  may  have  a hand  in  the  coming 
bombardment. 


ARMY  OF  INVASION. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Nevv  York 
Jeurnrl  of  Commerce  has  obtained  celebrity  for  fur- 
nishing early,  and  often  correct  information,  deri- 
ved undoubtedly  sometimes  from  authority  not  accti- 
sable  to  manyothers.  By  indulging  too  freely  in  the 
marvellous,  however,  he  will  soon  lose  what  public 
confidence  he  has  heretofore  won.  His  letters  of 
the  12th  and  13lh  inst,,  are  calculated  to  awaken 
curiosity  rather  than  inspire  confidence  in  the  reve- 
lations of  the  writer.  If  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
was  not  a well  known  advocate  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Polk,  and  still  an  advocate  of  many,  if  not  of 
most  of  the  leading  measures  of  his  administration, 
we  should  place  the  publication  of  those  letters  to 
the  account  of  party  opposition.  Coming  from  the 
source  they  do,  and  appearing  in  that  journal,  we 
know  not  what  to  make  of  them.  Our  readers  must 
conjure  for  themselves.  The  following  are  the 
letters: 

Washinglon,  Monday  morning,  April  12. 

We  have  received  fuller  intelligence  of  the  inci- 
dents connected  with  the  fall  of  the  castle  of  .San 
Juan.  It  was  a fall  indeed!  It  surrendered  without 
being  summoned  to  surrender.  1 take  back  all  that 
I saiil  about  the  coon  that  comedown  to  Capt.  Scott. 
The  castle  did  not,  like  the  coon,  vvait  for  an  invita- 
tion to  come  down.  Gen.  Scott  thinks  it  surrender- 
ed by  mistake;  for  he  had  not  summoned  it,  or  with 
the  means  he  then  possessed  he  was  not,  he  says  jus- 
tified in  summoning  it. 

On  the  contrary,  Gen.  Scott  was  so  exceedingly 
desirous  that  ihe  city  should  surrender,  that  he  was 
ready  to  pledge  himself  not  to  fire  from  it,  or  on  its 
bastions  on  the  castle — if  the  Castle  would  agree  not 
to  fire  on  the  city. 

It  is  said  here  and  believed  that  Gen.  Scott  was 
not  in  the  secrel\  that  his  surprise  at  the  voluntary 
surrender  of  the  Castle,  without  waiting  for  a single 
gun  to  be  fired  at,  is  really,  unaffected.  It  may  be 
Eut  there  is  something  so  unwarrantable  about 
the  whole  affair.  Any  American  who  may  have 
burned  powder  and  raised  hurrahs  for  the  victory 
over  the  Caslk,  will  feel,  after  reading  the  official 
accounts,  that  ho  has  wasted  his  powder  and  distan- 
ced his  enthusiasm. 

As  to  the  City  of  Vera  Cruz,  it  is  surprising  that  it 
resisted  at  all,  even  by  way  of  sham.  The  volunta- 
ry surrender  of  the  Castle  requires  explanation. — 
Whether  it  has  been  the  result  of  cowardice,  of 
treachery,  or  of  policy,  it  does  not  become  an  Amer- 
ican to  make  any  great  boast  of  it,  as  an  achieve- 
ment of  our  arms — for  no  American  (unless  it  was 
some  secret  diplomatist)  had  anything  to  do  wilth  it. 
There  was  not  a gun  fired  upon  it  by  our  land  and 
naval  forces. 

The  surrender  of  the  Castle  seems  to  have  been  a 
foregone  conclusion;  and  it  is  a pity,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, that  a single  life  should  have  been  sa- 
crificed to  it. 

It  now  appears  officially  that  General  Scott  is 
bound  for  the  halls  of  Montezumas;  that  he  will 
unite  withJTaylor  on  the  way;  andjthal, they  will  meet 
Santa  Anna  in  the  capital— ready  to  treat  for  peace, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 


Another  the  latest  of  Mr.  Kendall’s  letters  is  the 
following  : 

Camp  before  Vera  Crdz, 

March  19,  1847 — 5 o'clock,  P.  M. 

Our  news  from  llie  city  of  Mexico,  received  in  a 
roundabout  way,  would  prove  lhal  a most  sanguina- 
ry revolution — or  rather  a series  ol  revolutions — is 
raging  in  that  city,  the  difierent  parties  being  all  by 
the  ears,  and  fighting  each  other  with  unwonted  le- 
rocity.  It  IS  said  that  the  British  minister,  Mr. 
Bankhead,  at  last  dates,  liardly  dared  venture  into 
the  streets,  for  tear  of  being  shot  by  some  one  of  the 
different  contending  factions. 

Gomez  Farias  has  his  parly,  the  priests  have  their 
parly,  those  in  favor  of  peace  have  a parly,  and  then 
there  are  the  war  men,  the  8anta  Anna  men,  the  Al- 
monte men,  and  what  not.  All  was  "confusion 
worse  confounded,’’  and  1 can  make  neither  head 
nor  tail  of  the  different  rumors. 

The  Mexicans  have  been  firing  since  noon  to-day, 
and  from  the  most  of  their  batteries,  and  the  roar 
of  round  shot  and  sliella  has  been  constantly  dinning 
in  the  ears  of  our  men.  Strange  that  they  do  not 
effect  II  ore.  They  must  think  they  are  destroying 
the  “Yankees,”  as  they  now  term  us,  by  dozens,  else 
they  would  not  keep  up  such  an  incessant  firing. 

The  weallier  cotilinues  fine  for  landing  and  muni- 
tions and  supplies  are  rapidly  accumulating  at  the 
depots.  The  officers  of  the  navy  continue  to  use 
their  best  eflbrls. 

By  the  next  day  after  to-morrow,  I am  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  send  you  off'  an  account  of  some'  of 
General  Scott’s  doings.  Yours,  &c., 

G.  W.  K. 


Washinglon,  April  13lh. 

The  president,  it  is  said,  now  confidently  expects 
Ihe  conclusion  of  a speedy  peace  with  Mexico.— 
He  will  renew  his  eff'orts  to  lhal  end,  hoping  that 
late  events  will  have  prepared  the  hearts  of  the 
Mexican  leaders  for  peace.  The  only  great  diffi- 
culty in  his  way,  is  the  want  of  a government  in 
Mexico  authorized  to  conclude  a treaty  of  peace. — 
It  is  believed  by  some,  however,  that  Santa  Anna  is 
in  the  city  of  Mexico  and  that  he  will  unite  with 
the  clergy  and  has  been  placed  in  the  supreme  pow- 
er. If  this  be  so,  we  may  expect  peace;  for  it  must 
necessarily  be  the  interest,  policy  and  disposition  of 
Santa  Anna  and  the  clergy  to  make  peace. 

In  the  meantime,  our  means  for  taking  early  pos- 
session of  the  Mexican  capital  are  provided.  More 
reinforcements  are  to  be  sent  to  General  Scott,  and 
General  Taylor  will  advance  through  San  Luis  Po- 
tosi  to  his  support.  There  is  now  little  fear  of  any 
battle  at  the  national  bridge.  It  is  apprehended  lhal 
General  Scott  and  his  admirably  appointed  army 
will  have  no  more  fighting — and  pluck  no  more  lau- 
rels. 

If  the  Mexicans  would  not  resist  his  landing  at 
Vera  Ciuz,  and  they  would  force  him  to  accept  the 
surrender  of  the  Castle,  before  he  was  justified  in 
summoning  it,  who  can  believe  that  they  will  make 
another  stand  anywhere  else.  Besides,  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of  the  ports  and  of  the  country 
by  Ihe  United  Stales,  is  far  more  desirable  to  the 
Mexicans  than  their  present  anarchy.  Peace  may 
become  unacceptable  to  the  body  of  the  Mexicans, 
I for  this  reason. 


Official  report  of  Col.  Ormsby- 
Ciladil  Fori,  Alonltrey,  ATexico,  February  26,  1847. 

In  tendering  ray  heartfelt  congratulations  on  your 
brilliant  success  at  Saltillo,  I deem  it  proper  fof 
your  information  to  apprise  you  of  our  position  an<l 
the  operations  at  this  point.  On  the  20th  instant  in 
consequence  of  the  departure  of  Brigadier  General 
Marshall  to  join  yourLrees,  the  command  devolved 
on  me.  With  the  exception  of  a few  officers  of  the 
General  Staff  of  the  army  on  duty  here,  and  a few 
wounded  and  sick  from  the  general  hospital,  the 
force,  as  you  are  aware,  is  entirely  volunteers. — 
My  regiment,  1st  Kentucky  foot  volunteers,  was 
encamped  at  the  Citadel  and  the  1st.  regiment  Ohio 
volunteers,  under  command  of  Maj.  Giddings,  occu- 
pied the  city. 

The  defences  of  the  city,  under  Ihe  most  energetic 
and  skilful  engineer,  Capt.  Frsiser,  were  far  from 
being  in  a state  of  completion,  and  his  utmost  exer- 
tions were  called  into  requisition  to  place  the  works 
in  condition  to  resist  such  force  as  was  probable 
could  be  brought  against  it,  as  was  momentarily  ex- 
pected. On  tile  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  deem- 
ing it  prudent  to  concentrate  my  forces,  1 ordered 
Major  Giddings.  to  join  me  with  his  command  in  the 
Citadel.  All  the  government  stores  having  been 
previouily  removed  and  stored  hereby  the  exertions 
of  the  officers  in  charge  of  them,  and  under  the  ac- 
tive and  willing  co-operation  of  my  command,  I soon 
found  myself  equal  in  all  respects  to  sustain  the 
honor  of  our  flag  if  assailed. 

Through  my  reconnoitring,  and  other  sources  of 
information,  it  was  ascertained  that  large  forces  of 
the  enemy  were  surrounding  me,  though  none  made 
their  appearance  here;  and  this  was  confirmed  on 
the  morning  on  the  Q4lh  instant  by  a despatch  from 
Lieut.  Col.  Irwin,  of  the  2d  Ohio  regiment,  that  his 
command  of  130  men  was  in  Marin,  surrounded  by 
a large  body  of  the  enemy  under  command  of  Gen. 
Urrea.  Subsequently  1 received  such  information 
as  excited  the  apprehension  that  a train  of  the  wa- 
gons, escorted  by  Lieut.  W.  F.  Barbour,  with  30  men 
from  the  1st  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteers, 
would  be  cut  ofl'  below  Marin. 

I despatched  Maj.  J.  B.  Shepherd,  1st.  regiment 
Kentucky  voliinleers,  with  five  companies  of  iiifau* 
try,  thirty  mounted  men,  and  tvvo  4 pounders,  to  re- 
lieve Lieut.  Cul.  Irwin,  with  discretionary  orders  to 
proceed  beyond  Marin,  with  a view  to  secure  the 
train  and  escort,  and  1 have  the  gratification  to  an- 
nounce that  Major  Shepherd,  who  volunteered  for 
the  service,  performed  it  in  the  most  prompt  and 
gallant  manner  possible,  and  without  loss.  He  did 
not  proceed  beyond  Marin,  having  ascertained  there 
that  the  wagons,  train  and  escort,  had  been  captured 
near  Ramos.  About  forty-five  persons,  nearly  all 
teamsters,  were  killed,  a number  taken  prisoners, 
and  the  wagons  and  probably  most  of  the  stores  des- 
troyed. A few  of  the  teamsters  and  one  of  the  es- 
cort escaped  and  have  come  into  this  place. 

This  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force  at  Aqua  Frio,  (12  miles  distant,)  and 
has  surrounded  and  atlackcd  Cul.  Morgan,  comman- 
ding 21  Ohio  volunteers,  with  about  two  hundred  of 
his  command  who  was  marching  to  this  place.  On 
the  receipt  of  a despatch  from  Col.  Morgan,  Lieut. 
Col.  Irwin,  with  his  command  and  the  troops  which 
had  been  despatched  to  his  relief,  encamped  at  'Wal- 
nut Springs,  promptly  proceeded  to  the  point  and 
arrived  in  time  to  render  essential  service  in  aiding 
Col.  Morgan  to  disperse  the  enemy.  I despatched 
Maj.  Giddings,  of  llie  1st  Ohio  regiment  volunteers, 
uilh  three  companies  of  his  command  to  unite  with 
Lieut.  Irwin  in  reacliing  Col.  Morgan,  but  he  did 
not  reach  the  place  of  attack  until  the  forces  in  ad- 
vance had  dispersed  the  enemy.  Though  it  is  due 
to  Major  Giddings  to  say  that  he  displayed  great 
promptness  and  activity  in  marching  on  the  duty  to 
which  he  was  ordered. 

I have  the  satisfaciion  to  announce  the  return  of 
the  several  detachments  above  referred  to,  but  re- 
gret to  state  that  one  man  of  this  command  was 
killed  in  the  afi'air  at  Aqua  Frio<  Col.  Morgan  has 
arrived  here  with  the  larger  part  of  his  command, 
and  1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  his  report. 

In  concluding  this  report,  which  I have  endeavor- 
ed to  make  as  brief  as  possible,  I deem  it  ray  duty, 
as  well  as  pleasure,  to  recommend  to  your  especial 
notice,  Capt.  D.  G.  R-amsey,  ordnance  commander, 
whose  promptness  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of 
the  many  duties  of  his  department,  are  worthy  of 
the  highest  commendation;  and,  in  addition  to  these, 
he  rendered  me  essential  service  in  aiding,  iu  ar- 
ranging, and  drilling  a portion  of  my  command  in 
artillery  tactics.  It  is  my  duly  and  pleasure  also  to 
coram  id  ihe  very  prompt  and  faithful  mariner  in 
which  Captain  A.  Montgomery,  assistant  quarter- 
master, has  discharged  his  duties,  rendered  unusually 
onerous  by  the  necessary  removal  of  all  the  sioii  ., 
&c.  from  the  riiv  I”  'hf’  l''ri. 
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Lieut.  Stewart,  of  the  3 I.  artillery,  A.  C.  S.  was 
assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and,  in  ad- 
dition  volunteered  his  valuable  aid  in  drilling  men  at 
the  guns. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

STEPHEN  ORMSBY, 
Coluiiel  commanding. 

To  Major  General  TAVLoa. 

Com.  Army  Occupation,  Saltillo. 

[Louisville  Courier. 

Colonel  Harnev’s  dragoon  fight,  near  Vera 
Cruz.— Colonel  Harney’s  gallant  exploits  in  his  ex 
pedition  against  Medelin,  have  added  another  feather 
to  the  cap  of  the  2d  dragoons,  as  well  as  to  that  of 
the  other  troops  engaged  in  it.  As  1 am  able  to  give 
you  a correct  account  of  the  affair  1 w ill  do  so  some- 
what in  detail.  . ^ 

Col.  Harney  started  on  the  morning  ol  the  25th, 
with  Captain  Thornton’s  squadron,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Major  Sumner,  and  fifty  dismoun- 
ted dragoons  under  Capt.  Ker,  towards  Medelin 
river  where  it  was  reporttd  that  a strong  force  of 
Mexican  cavalry  had  placed  themselves.  When  he 
reached  the  stone  bridge  over  the  Morena,  about  six 
miles  from  here,  he  began  to  reconnoitre,  as  he  had 
received  information  that  the  bridge  was  fortified 
aftd  guarded  by  two  thousand  men  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery.  Shall  parties  of  lancers  were  seen  among 
the  thickets  as  tli'e  dragoons  approached,  and,  when 
within  about  sixty  yards  of  the  bridge,  Capt.  Ker’s 
command  received  a heavy  fire  from  the  breast- 
works, which  killed  one  corporal  and  severely  vvoun. 
ded  two  men.  Seeing  that  the  bridge  was  fortified 
and  defended  by  a strong  force,  the  C.)lonel  fell  back 
and  sent  a request  for  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Capt. 
Hardee,  who  was  engaged  on  the  beach  getting  his 
horses  ashore,  hearing  of  the  fight,  collected  as  many 
of  bis  men  as  had  reached  the  beach,  and  in  passing 
through  the  camp  took  all  he  could  find  there,  and 
inarched  them  (between  lorly  and  fifty  in  number) 
on  foot  to  the  Colonel’s  assistance.  Col.  Haskell, 
of  the  2d  Tennessee  regiment,  with  a part  of  four 
companies,  and  Capt.  Cheatham,  of  the  1st  Tennes- 
see regiment,  also  joined  the  dragoons,  and  shortly 
after  Lieut.  Judd,  of  the  3d  aitilkry,  with  his  sub- 
altern (Lieut.  H.  Brown)  appeared  with  two  pieces 
of  cannon.  Captain  Ker  was  now  placed  upon  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge,  the  Tennes- 
seans on  the  left  of  it.  Capt.  Hardee  and  Lieut. 
Hill  were  ordered  to  support  the  guns  and  be  ready 
to  charge  into  the  woik;and  Major  Sumner,  with 
the  wounded  men,  was  held  in  reserve.  Lieutenant 
Judd  now  advanced  cauuously  towards  the  bridge, 
and  as  soon  as  he  was  seen  he  received  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  Mexicans,  about  fifty  yards  distant 
The  parties  on  the  right  and  left  were  now  ordered 
to  extend  and  commence  firing,  to  direct  the  ene- 
my’s attention  from  Judd’s  guns.  Lieut.  Judd  fear- 
lessly opened  upon  the  bridge,  and,  alter  six  or  eight 
well  directed  rounds,  drove  the  enemy  under  the 
cover  Haskell,  and  Cheatham,  and  Hardee  with 
their  men,  now.  rushed  intrepidly  into  the  fortifica- 
tion, leaping  over  the  barricade.  The  enemy  lell 
back  and  formed  beyond  the  bridge.  Col.  Harney 
ordered  the  obstacles  to  be  cleared  away,  and  Maj. 
Summer’s  mounted  men  galloped  up  and  charged 
across  the  bridge.  The  Mexican  loot  fled  into  the 
chaparral,  but  the  cavalry  were  met  and  routed.  A 
parly  of  thirty  lancers  turned  oil  into  a by-road, 
were  pursued  by  Lieuts.Lowiy  and  Oakes  and  three 
men  and  all  but  five  were  either  dismounted  or  sa- 
bred! Major  Sumner  and  Capt.  Sibley  had  a num- 
ber of  personal  encounters  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  every  instance  either  killed  or  dismounted. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  to  the  village  ol  Mede- 
lin, six  miles  beyond  the  bridge,  where  another  par- 
tv  of  lancers  were  seen  relitjatnig,  and  Lieut.  J\eil], 
the  adiuiantol  the  2d  dragoons,  pursued  them  with 
three  men.  A supporting  party  was  sent  alter  him, 
but  his  horse  being  fleeter  than  the  otlurs  he  first 
cautrhtup  with  the  pursued,  two  ol  whom  closed 
upon  him.  He  loughl  gallantly  with  them,  but  re 
ceived  two  lance  wounds  iii  the  arm  and  breast,  and 
fell  from  his  horse.  The  pursuit  was  continued  two 
miles  further,  but  night  coming  on  the  parly  return- 
ed to  Medelin,  rested  three  hours  and  returned  to 
camp  which  they  reached  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  Major-General  Patterson,  with  Colonel 
Campbell’s  regiment,  arrived  at  the  bridge  soon  af- 
ter C'ol  Harney  had  made  his  dispositions  for  the 
attack.’bul  in  a very  gentlemanly  manner  declined 
taking  command,  but  assisted  in  the  attack  and  as- 
sault, behaving  very  gallantly,  as  did  likewise  Col. 
Campbell. 

The  cool  judgment  of  Col.  Harney  in  preparing 
for  the  attack,  and  his  gallant  conduct  during  the 

charge  and  pursuit,  filled  the  command  with  adnii- 

ratiUTi  Any  person  who  ha*  ever  seen  him  can  im- 
agine  whui  an  iropi sing  figure  he  must  have  pre- 


sented dashing  through  among  the  Mexican  horse- 
men, and  hurling  them  to  the  earth  with  his  power- 
ful arm  and  keen  blade.  In  his  turn  he  speaks  in 
the  most  complimentary  terms  of  the  bravery  and 
energy  of  the  officers  and  men  who  acted  under  him 
— of  Majors  Sumner  and  Beall,  of  Capt.  Hardee, 
(who  mounted  in  the  pursuit  and  joined  the  Colonel 
as  one  of  his  stall,)  of  Capt.  Ker,  Lieut.  Judd,  Lieut. 
Brown,  Dr.  Barnes,  Lieuts.  Lowry  and  Neill,  (the 
w ounds  of  Lieut.  N.  are  doing  well,)  of  Col.  Has- 
ell,  Capt.  Cheatham,  and  the  other  officers  and  men, 
both  regulars  and  volunteers.  Col.  Haskell  was  the 
first  to  leap  the  parapet  of  the  bridge.  Col.  Harney 
lost  two  killed  and  nine  wounded,  one  of  the  latter 
being  I'homas  Young,  of  Texas,  who  acted  as  guide 
and  behaved  bravely.  The  exact  number  of  Mexi- 
cans killed  is  not  known,  but  it  is  known  that  over 
fifty  lell  in  the  attack  and  pursuit,  most  of  them 
falling  under  the  sabre.  1 do  not  know  how  many 
men  the  volunteers  and  Lieut.  Judd  lost. 

“army  op  the  north.” 

Capture  of  Chihuahua.  Victory  upon  victory! 
— Whilst  wailing  in  anxious  suspense  for  further 
intelligence  from  that  portion  of  the  army  which 
was  left  by  the  last  accounts  from  Santa  Fe,  in  ra 
Iher  an  unpleasant  predicament  upon  the  route  to 
Chihuahua,  under  command  of  Col.  Doniphan,  we 
are  agreeably  relieved  by  intelligence  reaching  us 
through  the  city  of  Mexico. 

El  licpublicano  of  the  15th  March  announces  that 
the  American  arms  have  triumphed  in  Chihahuua — 
that  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  the  capital  of  the  stale, 
has  fallen.  The  sirall  forces  which  defended  it, 
says  ihe  Republicano,  were  routed.  The  same  num- 
ber of  the  17ih,  complains  that  the  government  does 
not  publish  the  details  ol  the  fighting,  declaring  that 
Mexican  courage,  says  the  New  Orleans  Picayune, 
is  not  to  be  daunted  by  such  reverses.  As  we  can- 
not, then,  give  the  details  of  the  action,  we  may  as 
well  add  the  latest  news  of  the  position  and  numbers 
of  the  opposing  forces.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  these  accounts  are  Mexican. 

A letter  from  Durango  is  published,  dated  March 
4th,  which  says  that  Gen.  Garcia  Conde  left  Chihu- 
ahua on  the  19th  of  February,  at  the  head  of  800 
cavalry,  to  meet  the  American  invaders,  and  had  ar- 
rived on  the  22d  at  the  hacienda  of  Encinillas,  which 
is  about  seventy  miles  north,  on  the  road  to  El  Paso. 
From  Encinillas,  Conde  puslied  lorward  scouting 
parlies,  and  on  the  23d  February  moved  with  his 
main  body  to  the  Boguilla  del  Pastor,  w hich  is  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Encinillas,  and  about  eighty 
miles  from  the  hacienda  of  Carmen.  It  was  suppo- 
sed that  the  United  Stales  troops,  to  the  number  of 
900,  were  at  Carmen  by  the  23d,  having  just  march- 
ed tl.ilherfrom  Carrizal.  It  was  Conde’s  intention  to 
wait  at  Boguilla  the  attack  of  the  Americans,  and 
he  was  to  be  joined  there  by  llie  force  of  Gen.  Hen. 
dia,  consisting  of  600  infantry,  800  dragoons,  and 
ten  pieces  of  artillery.  The  junction  had  not  been 
efieeied  on  the  23d,  Gen.  Heridia  being  then  at  the 

hacienda  of  Torreon,  which  is  but  a few  miles 

eight  or  ten,  we  judge  by  the  maps— from  Chihua- 
hua. Whether  the  junction  was  effected  we  do  not 
know.  Conde’s  position  is  said  to  have  been  excel- 
lently chosen;  but  we  find  ilslated  that  he  had  thrown 
up  redoubts  and  blocked  up  the  roads  in  order  to 
hold  the  Americans  in  check  and  favor  a retreat  in 
case  he  were  beaten.  We  cannot  but  infer,  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  Republicano  introduces  the 
subject,  that  Chihuahua  did  not  fall  till  after  a battle 
glorious  to  the  American  arms. 

The  Republicano  of  the  17th  of  March  reports  that 
certain  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  (Los  Cliimayos,) 
to  the  number  of  3,000,  have  risen  against  the  Amer- 
icans, and  joined  the  pueblos  previously  in  insurrec- 
tion. 

Mexico. 

Our  previous  dates  Irom  the  city  of  Mexico  were 
to  27lh  Feb.  The  N.  Orleans  Picayune  furnishes 
dates  now  tolhe27lh  March. 

'The  papers  (says  the  Picayune)  are  occupied  with 
the  miserable  details  of  the  two  tactions  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  one  under  Gomez  Farias,  the  Vice 
President,  the  other  under  Gen.  Pena  y Barragan. 
Much  blood  has  been  shed,  but  without  any  decisive 
effect.  Both  parties  were  obstinate  in  their  pur- 
pose— the  one  of  retaining  power,  the  other  of  gain- 
ing it.  Accounts  were  tent  off  speedily  to  Sanla 
Anna  with  details  of  the  revolutionary  attempt,  and 
as  he  fell  back  from  the  North,  the  combatants  fell 
ofi  in  their  violence,  and  a kind  of  hollow  truce  was 
observed  before  the  17th  of  March. 

Santa  Anna  was  at  Cedral  when  he  heard  of  the 
revolutionary  attempt  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  He 
wrote  thence  on  the  3d  of  March,  avowing  his  op- 
position to  the  attempt,  and  then  pushed  on  to  Ma- 
lehuala.  He  wrote  thence  on  the  Glh  ultimo  to 


the  secretary  of  war,  announcing  that  be  would 
march  on  the  capital  with  a large  division  of  his 
forces,  and  put  down  the  revolution.  Another  letter 
of  the  same  date  to  GomezFarias  is  full  of  kindness 
for  him,  and  vengeance  upon  the  traitors. 

The  entrance  of  Santa  Anna  into  San  Luis  Potosi 
on  the  8lh  ultimo  was  a triumphal  one.  All  classes 
went  out  to  meet  him  two  or  three  miles  on  the 
road.  At  night  he  was  serenaded  and  the  town  illu- 
minated. 

The  following  day  he  wrote  a despatch  to  the 
secratary  of  war,  anaoiincing  that  two  brigades  of 
infantry,  composed  of  4,000  men,  with  their  corres- 
ponding batteries,  were  on  their  march  to  San  Luis, 
and  they  were  to  be  followed  by  two  others  of  all 
arras,  to  the  aid  of  the  supreme  powers  of  the  nation 
treacherously  attacked.  ’This  letter  would  lead  one 
to  suppose  conclusively  that  he  intended  to  put  down 
the  attempt  against  Gomez  Farias’s  administration. 
He  denounces  in  unqualified  terms  the  attempt  at 
revolution  at  such  a time. 

But  the  day  after,  March  10th,  he  wrote  two  other 
letters  to  Mexico — one  to  Gen.  Barragan,  the  head 
of  the  revolutionary  party,  the  other  to  Gomez  Fa- 
rias. In  these  his  tone  is  altered.  Hs  denounces 
civil  dissensions,  but  is  considerate  in  seeking  terms 
of  courtesy  towards  Barragan  and  Farias.  He  con- 
jures them  to  de.sist  from  further  hostilities  in  the 
capital,  and  announces  his  purpose  of  proceeding 
thither  immediately.  He  tells  Barragan  not  to  fear 
for  himself  or  others  compi  isod  by  the  revolutionary 
attempt;  that  he  has  but  one  desire,  to  unite  all 
Mexicans,  &c.  The  letter  to  Gomez  Farias  is  of 
such  political  importance  that  we  make  a hasty 
translation  of  it: 

Liberating  army,  Sfc.,  March  10,  1847. 

Excellent  Sir:  Unable  to  remain  indiH'erenl  to  tha 
evils  which  the  heroic  capital  is  suffering — the  vic- 
tim of  civil  war  and  all  the  calamities  consequent 
upon  it — and  to  the  transcendent  evils  which  aie 
thence  extended  to  all  the  Republic,  I have  deter- 
mined, listening  to  the  voice  of  my  conscience  and 
the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  to  submit  to  the  sacri- 
fice of  proceeding  to  the  capital  to  assume  the  reins 
of  government,  with  which  1 have  been  entrusted  by 
my  fellow  citizens. 

I communicate  this  for  your  intelligence,  praying 
you  that  until  1 present  myself  in  the  capital,  which 
will  be  very  soon — for  1 shall  proceed  thither  by 
forced  journeys — you  will  give  direction  to  suspend 
hostilities  of  every  kind,  in  obedience  to  the  voice 
of  reason  and  humanity,  which  is  impiously  outraged 
by  the  shedding  of  Mexican  blood,  which  ought  only 
10  flow  on  fieius  of  battle  in  driving  back  our  unjust 
invaders. 

To  Gen.  Matias  de  la  Pena  y Barragan,  Chief  of 
the  Pronunciudos,  I have  made  the  same  recommen- 
dation, and  1 trust  that  the  chiefs  of  both  the  bellig- 
erent forces  will  observe  the  liuce  indicated,  in 
consideration  of  the  noble  views  which  impel  me  to 
solicit  it. 

I transmit  this  for  your  intelligence  and  that  it  may 
receive  compliance  from  you  out  of  respect  to  the 
patriotic  ends  I have  proposed  lo  myself.  God  and 
Liberty. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

There  followed  from  these  letters,  which  were 
published  on  the  13th  or  14th,  a suspension  of  hostil- 
ities, though  each  party  accused  the  other  of  viola- 
lating  the  truce.  Santa  Anna  had  not  arrived  on 
the  17th,  nut  would  encounter  no  difficulty  in  assum- 
ing power.  All  parlies  W'ere  waiting  for  him  impa- 
tiently, and  each  claiming  that  he  will  side  with 
them.  Representations  had  been  made  to  him  in 
abundance,  and  large  delegations  of  iulluential  men 
had  gone  on  towards  San  Luis  to  meet  and  propiti- 
ate him.  The  report  sent  us  by  Mr.  Kendall  that 
he  was  in  the  capital  by  the  19  h,  and  in  full  posess- 
sioii  of  power,  we  have  no  doubt  was  true. 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  JOHN  G.  CHAPMAN,  OF  MD. 

House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  27,  1847. 

The  house  being  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  having  under  consideration 
the  bill  to  increase  the  revenue  desirable  from  du- 
ties upon  imports,  also  for  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  viar  with  Mex- 
ico, iMr.  Chapman,  of  Md.,  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  bill,  of  whish  he  had  given  pre- 
vious notice  in  the  house; 

“Sec.  — . ,3nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next  there  shall  be  paid 
twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  in  addition  to  ail 
duties  on  the  following  articles,  that  is  to  say;  on 
woollen  cloths  and  cassiraeres;  on  all  manutaclures 
of  cotton  which  are  dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stain- 
ed; on  all  laces;  on  bleached  and  unbleached  linen 
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on  worsted  stuff  goods;  all  manufactures  of  silk  or 
of  which  silk  is  a component  part;  on  leather;  on 
spirits  distilled  from  grain  or  other  materials;  on 
hemp  and  cordage,  and  on  all  kinds  of- wines:  Pro 
vided,  That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  United  States, 
is  admitted  into  the  several  ports  belong  to  any  for- 
eign state,  kingdom,  or  government  producing  or 
manufacturing  any  of  the  said  enumerated  articles, 
at  a duty  not  exceeding  the  maximum  or  highest 
rate  of  duty  chargeable  on  any  of  them,  and  that  the 
American  citizen  may  export  the  labacco  of  the 
United  Slates  directly  therefrom  to  any  port  or 
place  of  any  such  foreign  slate,  kingdom,  or  govern- 
ment, and  there  dispose  of  the  same  upon  as  good 
terms  as  any  citizen  or  subject  of  said  state,  king- 
dom, or  government,  so  far  as  any  regulation  of 
government  may  affect  the  same,  then  the  said  addi 
tional  duly  of  twenty  per  centum  shall  be  remitted, 
so  far  as  regards  such  of  the  said  articles  as  are  of 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  such  stale,  kingdom, 
or  government  as  shall  admit  the  tobacco  as  afore- 
said: ^ad  provided,  further,  That  according  as  any 
foreign  stale,  kingdom,  or  government  shall  hereaf- 
ter, from  time  to  time,  reduce  the  rate  of  duty  im- 
posed upon  the  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  below  the  maximum  or  highest  rate  of  duly 
imposed  by  this  act  upon  the  aforegoing  enumerated 
articles,  and  whenever  the  said  reduction  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
of  the. United  States,  then  shall  said  duties  imposed 
upon  said  articles,  to  wit,  on  woollen  cloths  and  cas- 
simeres;  on  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  which  are 
dyed,  colored,  printed,  or  stained;  on  laces;  on 
bleached  and  unbleached  linen;  on  worsted  stuff 
goods;  on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
is  a component  part;  on  leather;  on  spirits  distilled 
from  grain  or  other  materials;  on  hemp  and  cordage; 
and  an  all  kinds  of  wines,  be  reduced  upon  a like 
scale  or  corresponding  reciprocal  ratio,  so  far  as  re- 
gards such  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  such 
slate,  kingdom,  or  government  as  shall  admit  the  to- 
bacco as  aforesaid. 

“Sec.  — . ^iid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  on  the  importation  of  the  arti- 
cles hereinafter  mentioned,  the  following  duties,  in 
addition  to  those  now  levied  under  the  act  approved 
the  30th  day  of  July,  1846,  entitled  “An  act  redu- 
cing the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
that  is  to  say:  on  iron  in  bars,  not  manufactured  in 
whole  or  in  pari  by  rolling,  fifteen  dollars  per  ton; 
on  bolt  or  bar  iron,  made  wholly  or  in  part  by  rol- 
ling, twenty  dollars  per  ton;  on  all  manufactures  of 
iron,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  in  addition  to 
the  present  duties  now  levied;  on  coal,  two  dollars 
per  ton;  on  all  vessels  or  wares,  articles  and  manu- 
factures of  cut  glass;  on  plain,  moulded,  or  pressed 
glass,  and  on  all  other  glass  ware;  on  china  ware, 
porcelain  ware,  earthenware,  stone  ware  and  all 
other  ware  composed  of  earth  or  mineral  subitance, 
an  additional  duty  of  twenty  per  centum:  Provided, 
That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  that 
the  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  is 
admitted  into  the  several  ports  belonging  to  any  for- 
eign state,  kingdom,  or  government  producing  or 
mariulacturing  any  of  the  said  articles  herein  enum- 
erated, upon  a duly  not  exceeding  the  maximum  or 
highest  rate  of  duly  chargeable  on  any  of  them,  and 
that  any  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  may  export 
the  tobacco  of  the  United  States  directly  therefrom 
to  any  port  of  place  of  any  such  foreign  stale,  king- 
dom, or  government,  and  there  dispose  of  the  same 
upon  as  good  terms  as  any  citizen  or  subject  of  said 
stale,  kingdom,  or  government,  as  far  as  any  regula- 
tion of  government  may  afiect  the  same,  then  the 
said  additional  duty  upon  iron,  not  manufactured  by 
rolling  in  whole  or  in  part;  on  all  manufactures  of 
iron;  on  coal;  on  all  vessels  or  wares,  articles  and 
manufactures  of  glass;  on  plain,  moulded,  and  pres 
sed  glass,  and  other  glasswares;  on  china  ware,  por- 
celain ware,  earthen  ware,  stone  ware,  and  all  other 
ware  composed  of  earth  on  mineral  substance,  shall 
be  remitted,  so  far  as  regards  such  of  the  articles 
above  recited  as  are  of  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  such  stale,  kingdom,  or  governments  as  shall  ad- 
mit the  tobacco,  the  growth  of  the  Unitee  States,  as 
aforesaid:  ,diid  provided,  further.  That  according  as 
any  stale,  kingdom  or  government  shall  hereafter, 
from  lime  to  time,  reduce  the  rate  of  duly  imposed 
upon  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  be- 
low the  maximum  or  highest  rate  of  duty  imposed 
by  this  act  upon  the  foregoing  last  enumerated  arti- 
cles, and  whenever  the  said  reduction  shall  be  made 
to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  then  shall  the  duties  upon  the  said  ar- 
ticles last  enumerated  De  reduced  upon  a like  scale 
or  corresponding  reciprocal  ratio,  so  far  as  regards 
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such  of  the  said  articles  as  are  of  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  such  slate,  kingdom,  or  government 
as  shall  admit  the  tobacco  as  aforesaid.” 

Mr.  Chapman  addressed  the  house  and  committee 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  value  of  the  lime  of  the 
house,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  requires  that  I 
should  present  my  views  in  as  condensed  a form  as 
possible.  I shall,  therefore,  give  but  the  outline  of 
the  argument  to  the  house,  reserving  the  usual  privi- 
lege, and  in  accordance  with  the  practice  pursued 
here,  of  furnishing  a fuller  illustration. 

The  importance  of  the  tobacco  trade  between  this 
country  and  Europe  to  the  country  which  I represent 
will  justify  my  claiming,  for  a short  time,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house,  while  I endeavor  to  state  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  that  trade,  the  restrictions  impos- 
ed upon  it  by  foreign  governments,  and  the  only 
means,  in  my  judgment,  by  which  the  grievances 
under  which  that  interest  labors  can  be  lessoned  or 
removed.  In  looking  to  the  commercial  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  several  governments  of 
Europe,  from  a period  before  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  the  exchange  of  preductions  between  us,  I find 
that  the  article  of  tobacco  has  been  always  among 
the  most  prominent  and  important  articles  of  com- 
merce, and  for  a long  lime  the  chief  article  of  export 
from  this  country  to  Europe. 

The  object  which  I have  in  view  is  to  show  that 
the  culture  of  tobacco,  and  the  commerce  which 
arises  from  it,  is  among  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  country;  that  this  interest  has  never  received 
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any  aid  or  protection  from  the  government;  and  that 
as  an  important  article  of  commerce  between  this 
country  and  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  it  is 
subject  to  inordinate  and  excessive  duties,  such  as 
have  never  been  levied  or  imposed  upon  any  other 
article  of  commerce. 

1 intend,  sir,  to  review,  as  rapidly  as  I can,  and  1 
hope  not  to  fatigue  the  house  in  doing  so,  the  restric- 
tions and  regulations  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
governments  of  Europe  imposed  upon  and  govern- 
ing this  production;  and  I shall  advert  to  the  mea- 
sures which  our  government  has  heretofo.’e  adniiled 
upon  the  subject  oi  the  trade  in  this  article,  amlitiuli 
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[table  d.] 

Tobacco — whither  exported.  Qucmiii^ 

Value. 

1845.  Hogs/ieach. 

Dollars. 

1 

Russia 

13 

733 

2 

Prussia 

3 

Sweden  and  Norway 

1,686 

60.412 

4 

Swedish  and  West  Indies 

IS 

1,005 

5 

Denmark 

252 

13,552 

6 

Danish  West  Indies 

201 

9.582 

7 

Hanse  Towns 

46.460 

1,916,311 

S 

Holland 

29  027 

1,182,670 

9 

Dutch  East  Indies 

10 

Dutch  West  Indies 

153 

6.829 

11 

Dutch  Guiana 

3 

102 

12 

Belgium 

2.418 

99,662 

1.3 

England 

26,111 

1,980,940 

14 

Scotland 

53 

4,097 

16 

Ireland 

16 

Gibraltar 

6,634 

237  555 

17 

Malta 

194 

6,464 

18 

British  East  Indies 

4 

331 

19 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

20 

Mauritius 

11 

630 

21 

Anstralia 

22 

Honduras 

24 

1 ,824 

23 

British  Guiana 

C4 

4,215 

24 

Hritish  West  Indies 

505 

29,179 

25 

British  American  colonies 

433 

27,755 

26 

French  on  the  Atlantic 

11,313 

694.369 

27 

France  on  the  Mediterranean  6,958 

365.706 

28 

French  West  Indies 

978 

41,608 

29 

French  Guiana 

44 

3,658 

30 

French  African  ports 

31 

Bourbon 

20 

1 ,272 

32 

Spain  on  the  Atlantic 

3,892 

198,956 

32 

Spain  on  the  Mediterranean 

33 

Teneriffe  and  Other  Canaries, 

35 

Manilla  and  Philippine  islands 

36 

Cuba 

44 

2,322 

37 

Other  Spanish  West  Indies 

75 

4,615 

38 

Portugal 

39 

Maderia 

40 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

41 

Cape  de  Verd  Islands 

29 

1,589 

42 

Italy 

5,133 

299,308 

43 

Sicily, 

76 

3,759 

44 

Sardinia 

306 

14,868 

45 

Trieste  &,  other  Austrian  ports  1,090 

78,892 

46 

Turkey,  Levant,  &c. 

.52 

2,463 

47 

Hayii 

363 

22  365 

48 

Texas 

270 

8,049 

49 

Mexico 

n 

698 

60 

Central  Republic  of  America 

19 

1,255 

51 

New  Grenada 

52 

Venezuela 

87 

5.715 

53 

Brazil 

no 

7,936 

54 

Cisplatine  Republic 

56 

3,616 

55 

Argentine  Republic 

57 

3.400 

56 

Chili 

122 

7,366 

67 

Peru 

68 

China 

80 

6,845 

59 

West  Indies  generally 

20 

1,143 

60 

South  America  generally 

10 

516 

61 

Europe  generally 

62 

Asia  generally 

63 

Africa  generally 

1,604 

104,652 

64 

South  Seas  & Pacific  Ocean 

Total 

147,163 

7,469,819 

confine  my  remarks  to  the  only  remedy,  if  there  be 
any  remedy,  which  this  government  can  adopt  for 
the  grievances  under  which  this  important  produc- 
tion labors. 

1st.  Before  cotton  was  extensively  introduced  in 
the  culture  of  the  country,  tobacco  w as  the  chief  and 
most  important  article  of  export,  it  served  as  a 
medium  of  remittance  and  exchange  between  this 
country  and  Europe,  and  was  the  chief  currency 
with  which  we  purchased  foreign  productions,  either 
as  necessaries  or  articles  of  lusuiy. 

For  the  last  twenty-five  years  the  exports  of  tobac- 
co have  not  increased  in  value  in  the  ratio  of  its  pro- 
duction; but,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  and  immense 
increase  in  other  articles,  it  is  still,  next  to  cotton, 
the  greatest  in  value  of  any  of  the  productions  of 
the  country. 

There  is  no  correct  statistical  information  of  the 
amount  of  tobacco  grown  in  the  country  before  1840, 
but  it  is  computed  upon  satisfactory  data,  that  the 
five  principal  tobacco-growing  States,  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina, 
from  1820  to  1840,  produced  about  117,000  hogs- 
heads a year.  The  production  of  the  country  in  1840 
amounted  to  175,126  hogsheads  weighing  219,163,- 
319  pounds,  of  which  147,793  hogsheads,  weighing 
177,351,600  pounds,  were  exported.*  The  crop  of 
1844  amounted  to  194,694,891  pounds  according  to 
the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Patents.  The 
bulk  of  the  crop  was  formerly  producen  east  of  the 
mountains.  The  greater  part  is  now  grown  west  of 
the  mountanis,  most  ol  which  finds  a market  at, 
and  is  shipped  from  New  Orleans.  1 will  not  fa- 
tigue the  house  by  stating  the  particular  amounts 
grown  in  each  state.  As  an  article  of  trade  and 
commerce,  tobacco  is  the  second  interest  in  the 
country,  and  exceeds  in  amount  any  other  article  ex- 
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ported  except  cotton.  I take  leave  here  to  refer 
the  house  to  tables  prepared  from  the  records  of  the 
treasury,  showing  the  amount  of  exports  from  1821 
to  1845,  inclusive,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  val- 
ue of  tobacco  exported  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
pruduction  except  cotton.  That  I may  not  fatigue 
the  house  by  dwelling  too  minutely  upon  the  statis- 
tics of  the  commerce  of  the  country,  I have  pre- 
pared a synopsis  of  the  exports  of  the  last  year, 
which  has  been  furnished  by  the  treasury  department 
ending  June  31st,  1845,  and  it  appears: 

That  the  fisheries  yi  Ided  $4, ,707,12-1 

The  productions  of  the  forest  in  timbers,  pel- 
try, dyes,  ashes,  &e. 

Wheat  and  flour 
Rice 
Cotton 

Manufactures  ol  cotton 
All  other  manufactures  and  manufactured 
articles 

Tobacco  in  the  leaf  $7,469,819 

Manufactured  tobacco  538,433 

■ 8.008,317 

Thus  it  appears,  sir,  that  of  all  the  productions  of 
this  vast  country,  the  article  of  tobacco  is  second  in 
amount  in  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and,  after 
cotton,  affords  a larger  sum  for  the  interchange  of 
foreign  commodities  than  any  other. 


6,550,424 
5 735  372 
2,160,456 
51.739,643 
4,327,923 

6,307,721 


*Number  of  pounds  of  to 
state  in  the  year  1843:  _ 


bacco  gathered  in  each 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhone  Island, 
Connecticut, 
Vermont, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama, 


82 
290 
97,297 
499 
630,275 
781 
1,086 
2,958 
480,374 
401 

21,199,696 

59,627,369 

16,129,474 

55,654 

141,523 

264.018 


Mississipp', 
Louisiana, 
T'ennessee, 
Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 
Arkansas, 
Michigan, 
Florida, 
Wisconsin, 

Iowa, 

Dist.  of  Columbia 


12 


145,212 

118,146 

,289,171 

,494,083 

,264,766 

,660,408 

984.960 

.727,350 

212,266 

2,725 

86,877 

362 

11,153 

65,654 


194,694,891 
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2d.  Let  us  now  inquire  upon  what  terms  this  pro- 
duction is  admitted  into  foreign  countries,  and  how 
far  the  much  talked  of  free  trade  system  operates 
upon  it.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  tobacco  is  an  article 
that  will  bear  a heavy  tax,  without  being  onerously 
felt  by  the  consumer,  but  the  tax  also  operates  op- 
pressively upon  the  producer.  It  is  used  by  every 
individual  in  «mall  quantities,  and  therefore  the  tax 
is  not  sensibly  felt  by  him.  The  operation  of  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  most  of  the  governments  of 
Europe  is  felt  by  the  producer  in  the  smaller  quanti- 
ty consumed,  and  the  diminished  price  which  he  re- 
ceives for  his  labors,  by  reason  of  the  immense  pro- 
fit which  the  consumer  is  compelled  to  pay  to  the 
government. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  records 
of  the  government,  shows  the  export  of  tobacco 
from  the  United  States  from  1821  to  1845,  exhibi- 
ting the  value  of  the  article,  the  number  of  hogs- 
heads, the  average  value  per  hogshead, f and  the  val- 
ue of  tobacco  in  the  leaf.  The  difference  between 
the  value  of  tobacco  in  the  hogshead  and  the  total 
value  of  the  article  exported  is  the  value  of  manu- 
factured tobacco  exported  last  year.  [Table  A.] 

That  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  policy  of  the 
governments  of  Europe  may  be  understood,  and  the 
immense  amount  of  revenue,  which  they  raise  from 
this  one  staple  of  the  United  States,  I liere  ask  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a statement 

fit  is  here  proper  to  state  that  the  hogshead  is 
calculated  at  1,200  pounds;  and  to  show  that  the 
enormous  duty  levied  by  Great  Britain  upon  tobac- 
co is  productive  of  enormous  frauds  upon  her  reve- 
nue, it  is  estimated  that  the  total  imports  into  Great 
Britain,  upon  which  duties  are  collected,  are  27,000,- 
000  pounds  less  than  the  exports  from  the  U.  States 
thither.  This  arises,  in  a great  measure,  from  the 
contraband  trade  carried  on  in  the  article. 
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showing  to  what  countries  the  tobacco  from  the  U. 
Slates  is  sent,  and  the  amounts  exported  to  each 
country,  as  correctly  as  the  commercial  statistics  of 
the  country  will  enable  us  to  ascertain  : [Table  B.] 

Thus  it  appears,  sir,  that  in  the  year  ending  Juue, 
1845,  there  were  exported  147,  168  hogsheads,  val- 
ued in  this  country  at  ^7,469,819.  A table  here  in- 
serted will  show  to  what  countries  it  was  sent,  and 
the  amount  to  each:  [Fable  D ] 

Now  sir,  here  is  one  of  the  productions  of  the 
country,  to  the  value  of  }^8,003,317,  exported  al- 
most exclusively  to  Europe. 

I will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  which  is  levied  upon  this  staple 
by  the  governments  under  whose  laws  it  is  imported. 
The  following  table,  exhibiting  the  tariff  of  import 
duties  on  tobacco,  is  from  Elliot’s  comparative  tariffs, 
and  by  Joshua  Dodge,  who  was  special  agent  to  Eu- 
rope, and  is  communicated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  May  27,  1842.  [Table  E ] 

Upon  this  amount  of  exports,  86,396  hogsheads, 
(after  deducting  the  amount  consumed  in  Gibraltar 
and  Malta,  free  ports,)  costing  in  the  United  States 
f6, 450, 620,  Mr.  Dodge  estimates  the  revenue  deriv- 
ed in  Europe  to  be  ^35,071,820,  which  estimate  is 
assumed  by  the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury.  If 
such  was  the  revenue  of  1837  or  ’38  upon  the  quan- 
tity that  year  exported,  what  must  it  have  been  in 
1845  upon  almost  twice  the  amount  exported?  The 
duty  in  every  country  of  Europe  is  specific,  and  port 
duties  are  the  same,  whether  the  tobacco  costs  in  this 
country  five  dollars  or  fifty.  The  duty  then,  the  last 
year,  according  to  that  ratio,  upon  147,168  hogs- 
heads, have  been  about  $59,857,984;  being  an  aver- 
age of  about  six  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of 
the  article.  But  sir,  the  duties  range,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  tables  and  statistics  herewith  exhibit- 
ed, from  seventy  five  to  nearly  two  hundred  per  cent, 
upon  the  cost  of  the  article  in  our  ports,  and  furnish 
a commentary  upon  their  theory  of  free  trade  and 
their  professions  for  reciprocity. 

And  now  Mr.  Chairman,  compare  the  amount  of 
duties  levied  by  this  government  upon  the  importa- 
tions from  Europe  with  the  duties  levied  there  upon 
our  tobacco,  and  what  a contrast  does  it  present. — 
The  whole  amount  of  imports  in  the  year  last  refer- 
red to  (1845)  was  $117,254,564,  and  the  duties  levi- 
ed upon  that  amount  was  $26,653,809  36  nett,  not  an 
average  of  20  per  cent. 

And  now  sir,  without  stopping  to  inquire  from 
what  countries  the  particular  items  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize  are  imported  upon  which  our  reve- 
nue is  levied,  and  without  unnecessarily  burdening 
my  argument  with  the  specific  amounts  imported 
from  each  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  it  is  sufficient 
to  contrast  the  revenue  levied  in  Europe  upon  this 
staple  with  that  levied  here  upon  the  imported  pro- 
ductions which  we  consume.  The  tables  and  statis- 
tics here  referred  to  sufficiently  show  the  difference 
and  inequality  without  publishing  a fuller  illustra- 
tion. 

And  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  the  tariff  un- 
der which  those  duties  in  1845  were  levied  was  in- 
tended to  foster  and  protect  the  labor  and  industry 
of  the  country,  and  not  for  revenue  alone;  whereas 
the  tariff  policy  of  most  of  the  governments  of  Eu- 
rope, operating  upon  the  tobacco  trade,  is  for  reve- 
nue alone,  and  is  intended  to  be  at  the  highest  reve- 
nue point.  Whether  a greater  amount  would  be 
collected  under  a system  of  diminished  duties,  is  not 
for  our  consideration.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  nett 
revenue  of  Great  Britain  would  be  increased  by  di- 
minishing the  duty  on  tobacco  from  three  shillings 
to  one,  and  that  would  be  equivalent  at  the  present 
prices  to  400  per  cent.;  whereas  the  highest  duty 
levied  by  this  government  upon  any  aiticle  from 
Great  Britain  does  not  exceed  40  per  cent,  ad  va 
lorem. 

All  experience  shows  that  there  is  a maximum 
above  whieh  duties  imposed  for  revenue  fail  in  their 
object,  and  in  adjusting  a tariti  for  revenue  there 
must  be  discrimination.  Where  the  duty  operates 
upon  foreign  productions  which  come  in  coinpeti 
lion  with  the  productions  of  the  country  imposing 
the  duly,  high  duties  operate  us  protection:  where 
they  do  not,  they  hold  out  an  inducement  and  pre- 
mium for  contraband  trade. 

EFFECT  OF  A MODIFICATION  OF  OUR  DUTIES  UPON 
TOBACCO. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the  mo- 
nopolies by  the  governments  of  France,  Austria,  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  reduction  of  the  imposts  and 
transit  duties  by  the  other  European  governments 
upon  our  tobacco  to  a standard  approximating  to  the 
rate  of  duties  which  we  levy  upon  their  productions 
when  imported  into  this  country?  It  would  sir,  in- 
crease the  consumption  fourfold;  it  would  put  this 
article,  particularly  Maryland  and  Ohio  tobacco, 


which  is  chiefly  consumed  in  smoking,  within  the 
reach  of  the  greater  part  of  their  population.  They 
are  now  excluded  from  the  use  of  it  by  the  enormous 
price  which,  by  reason  ol  the  duties,  it  commands, 
and  it  is  only  used  when  mixed  with  the  inferior  pro- 
duct of  their  own  country.  An  estimate  was  made 
by  Mr.  Dodge,  an  intelligent  agent  sent  by  this  gov- 
ernment to  different  parts  of  Europe  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  tobacco  trade,  by  which  he  shows 
that  422,344  hogsheads  would  be  exported  to  Europe 
and  consumed  there  under  a moderate  rate  of  duties. 
His  reasoning  is  plausible  and  the  conclusions  may 
be  correct;  but  if  one  half  the  amount  estimated  by 
him  would  be  required,  the  price  would  be  rela- 
tively enhanced,  and  the  planter  remunerated  for  his 
labor. 

But  it  would  have  another  important  effect:  it 
would  increase  greatly  the  amount  of  the  exports  of 
the  country;  would  employ  a greater  amount  of 
shipping;  would  have  an  important  and  beneficial  in- 
fluence upon  foreign  exchanges,  and  enable  us  to 
import  foreign  goods  at  a much  cheaper  rate.  But 
it  has  been  charged  thaUhe  price  which  the  planter 
receives  does  not  depend  upon  the  duty  levied  on  ihe 
article.  It  w'ould  be  strange  if  it  did  not.  The  price 
is  affected  in  a double  aspect:  first,  the  high  duties 
must  be  paid  upon  that  which  is  not  contraband. — 
This  lessens  the  amount  consumed  in  every  country, 
because  it  makes  a luxury  loo  expensive  to  be  with- 
in reach  of  any  except  the  opulent,  and  causes  al- 
most all  who  consume  it  to  to  mix  it  with  the  infe- 
rior tobacco  grown  upon  the  continent.  Thus  a 
smaller  quantity  being  required  than  is  imported, 
the  imperative  law  of  demand  and  supply  applies  to 
it,  and  so  much  more  being  produced  than  is  requir- 
ed under  the  high  government  exactions  (or  those 
who  are  able  to  consume  it,  the  price  must  necessa- 
rily decline.  And  again  sir,  under  the  present  du- 
ties— for  instance,  in  England  and  Austria  the  con- 
sumer has  to  pay  so  much  to  the  government,  the 
lax  itself  being  from  six  to  fifteen  times  as  much  as 
it  sells  for  here — there  is  nothing  left  for  the  planter. 

The  principle  that  the  duty  upon  an  article  is  paid 
by  the  consumer  must  be  modified  in  its  application 
to  the  high  taxes  on  tobacco.  Although  paid  by  the 
consumers,  it  is,  in  some  measure,  the  planter’s  loss; 
for  the  tax  is  paid  by  withdrawing  from  him  a fair 
price  for  his  commodity.  The  duty  of  72  cents  in 
England  a pound  makes  it  cost  the  consumer  80  or 
90.  The  government  must  be  paid.  If  the  duty 
was  100  per  cent,  instead  of  the  present  high  rate, 
the  consumer  would  obtain  it  at  from  20  to  25  cents 
a pound,  and  this  would  afford  the  planter  a better 
price  than  he  now  receives.  The  difference,  there-* 
fore,  between  25  cents  a pound  and  90  is  the  plan- 
ter’s loss,  supposing  the  article  always  to  sell  at  the 
present  price  in  the  English  market. 

And  now  sir,  what  has  been  done  to  remedy  the 
evils  under  which  this  interest  has  been  permitted  to 
labor  from  the  commencement  of  the  government  to 
the  present  time?  Much  has  been  attempted,  little 
accomplished.  As  early  as  1785,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
representing  this  government  at  the  court  of  France, 
called  the  attention  of  that  government  to  their  re- 
strictions on  this  article  of  commerce,  and  remon- 
strated against  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  by  the  go- 
vernment. He  succeeded  in  obtaining  a relaxation 
of  the  restrictions,  and  for  the  next  year  the  impor- 
tation into  France  amounted  to  35,000  hhds.  The 
restrictions  were  again  increased,  and  the  amount  of 
tobacco  imported  was  reduced,  and  does  not  exceed 
8,000  to  10,000  hhds. 

It  would  be  needless  to  travel  over  the  whole  his- 
tory of  llie  negotiations  upon  this  subject.  It  would 
occupy  more  time  of  the  house  than  1 would  have  a 
right  to  consume.  It  is  known  to  the  country  that 
this  subject  ivas  one  of  deep  and  absorbing  interest 
for  many  years.  During  the  administrations  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  Mr.  Tyler,  several 
agents  were  sent  to  Europe  to  treat  upon  this  branch 
of  commerce,  and  our  ministers  to  France,  England, 
Prussia,  and  Belgium  have  been  instructed  to  bring 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  difi'erent  govern- 
ments to  which  they  were  accredited,  and  to  urge 
upon  them  a repeal  or  niodilicalion  of  their  heavy 
restrictions  and  monojiolies.  A gentleman  of  my 
own  slate,  who  had  given  great  attention  to  this  suD- 
ject,  was  also  sent  as  minister  to  Austria,  and  charg 
ed  particularly  with  this  branch  of  commerce.  Plis 
inquiries,  as  well  those  of  our  agents,  were  minute 
and  particular;  their  efiorts  constant  and  unreuiittod. 
I'he  impolicy,  tlie  inequality,  and  injustice  of  those 
duties  have  been  properly  represented  to  the  several 
governments  of  Europe,  yet  no  change  has  been 
made,  except  in  Holland  and  Belgium.  In  those 
countries  the  duty  is  not  so  high  as  to  be  cause  of 
complaint. 

It  will  be  recollected  sir,  that  a convention  of  to- 
bacco planters  met  in  this  city  in  1838  and  another 
in  1840,  to  consider  what  measures  could  be  adopted 


to  benefit  this  staple.  They  memorialized  congress, 
and  asked  that  suitable  action  should  be  taken  to  in- 
duce foreign  governments  to  le.“sen  their  duties  upon 
and  repeal  their  monopolies  of  tobacco.  Agents  and 
ministers  were  sent,  as  I have  stated,  to  negotiate 
upon  the  subject,  and  yet  no  benefit  has  resulted 
from  it,  except  tiiat  in  Belgium  the  duty  on  all 
American  tobacco  is  now  the  same,  and  the  transit 
duty  on  that  which  is  intended  for  the  German  mar- 
ket has  been  reduced. 

I think  sir,  1 am  sustained  fully  by  facts  and  ex- 
perience when  I say  that  this  interest  has  been  more 
neglected  than  any  other  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  Every  other  interest  of  the  country  has 
met  with  some  favor  or  production  from  the  govern- 
ment. Colton  was  protected  as  long  as  necessary  by 
a duty  which  was  prohibitory.  Grain  ha=  also  been 
protected  by  adequate  duties.  Iron,  hemp,  manufac- 
tures of  different  kinds  have  each  been  properly 
cared  for.  Salutary  laws  have  been  passed  to  fos- 
ter and  protect  your  commercial  marine.  Your 
fisheries  have  received  encouragement  and  aid,  and 
bounties  and  drawbacks  have  been  extended  to  them. 
— But  nothing  has  been  done  to  ensure  an  increased 
demand  for  tobacco,  or  to  lessen  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  foreign  governments  upon  its  admission  in 
their  ports,  by  which  the  producer  would  receive  an 
increased  price.  I should  do  injustice  to  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  have  represented  the  district  which 
1 now  have  the  honor  to  represent,  as  also  to  those 
who  have  represented  other  portions  of  'lie  country 
interested  in  the  growth  of  this  staple,  if  1 did  not 
say  that  eflbrls  had  been  made  from  time  to  time  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  subject 
and  to  obtain  favorable  action  to  this  interest.  But 
sir,  all  those  efforts  have  been  fruitless  and  unavail- 
ing; and  it  becomes  us  to  inquire  if  there  is  not  some 
mode  by  which  the  government  can  aid  and  encour- 
age this  in.terest,  to  place  it  by  its  arrangements  upon 
an  equality  with  the  other  staple  productions  of  llie 
country.  It  were  needless  to  inquire  whether  the 
efiorts  and  attempted  action  of  tlie  government  on 
tills  subject  heretofore  have  been  wise  or  not.  They 
have  failed.  All  the  efforts  made  have  been  fruitless 
and  unavailing.  The  same  restrictions  exist;  the 
same  enormous  duties  and  exactions  are  levied  by 
the  governments  of  Europe,  and  so  will  continue 
until  our  own  government  shall  speak  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  a language  not  to  be  misunderstood  or  unhee- 
ded. 1 am  aware,  sir,  of  the  difficulties  attending  all 
efiorts  to  draw  tlie  attention  of  the  government  to 
this  subject,  from  the  fact  that  the  tobacco  interest 
has  but  few  representatives  on  this  floor.  But,  sir, 
although  a few,  we  know  our  rights  as  citizens  of 
this  government,  and  we  ask  no  more  than  has  been 
done  for  other  interests,  and  we  ask  it  in  the  confi- 
ding faith  that  justice  will  be  done  to  us. 

VVe  have  seen,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  second  to 
no  other  interest  of  the  country,  except  cotton;  that 
it  contributes  more  to  the  commerce  of  the  country 
and  afibrds  more  of  the  exchanges  fur  foreign  pro- 
ductions; and  that  it  is  burdened  and  oppres-ed  by 
such  duties  and  restrictions  as  are  nut  permitted  to 
be  imposed  upon  any  of  the  other  produclioiis  of  the 
country.  Sir,  this  staple  engages  in  its  cultivation 
and  manufacture  more  than  a million  and  a half  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States  and  a large  por- 
tion of  our  shipping. 

And  now,  let  me  ask,  is  there  any  remedy  for  the 
grievances  under  which  we  labor?  Negotiation  in 
tile  most  amicable  spirit  has  been  tried;  fur  fliteen 
years  has  tliis  government  had  licr  agents  abroad  on 
tliis  subject.  Some  of  tiie  ablest  and  most  experi- 
enced men,  learned  civilians,  accomplished  diploma- 
tists, and  sagacious  commercial  men  have  been  depu- 
ted to  treat  upon  tins  subject.  It  has  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  guveriiiiienls  of  Europe  in  the 
most  imposing  form.  All  that  could  be  done  by  ne- 
gotiation has  been  dune.  The  governments  of  Ei- 
I’ope  are  asked  to  place  this  article  of  coiiiinerce  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  other  articles;  to  admit  this 
production  in  their  ports  up.jti  terms  approaching  to 
reciprocity.  But  we  liave  asked  in  vain.  They  talk 

of  tree  trade  and  amicable  arrangements  in  reply 

but  their  duties  are  not  diminislicd,  iheij'  reslrictions 
are  not  removed,  their  regies  are  not  repealed,  nor 
their  monopolies  discharged.  Ttiesaine  evil  exists 
and  13  like  to  continue  as  long  as  tiiis  government 
will  permit  it. 

Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  treaty  stipulations  which 
have  been  ofiered  to  us  upon  this  subject.  'i'heZjll 
Verein  treaty  was  one  of  Uie  efiorts  made  to  benefit 

this  trade.  It  was  not  acceptable  to  the  country. 

The  conces.sions  which  it  required  of  other  interests 
for  the  small  diminution  ot  duties  on  tobacco  were 
believed  to  be  loo  great,  and  it  cont.uned  principles 
which  could  nut  be  admitted  without  yielding  to  lire 
Executive  powers  which  are  believed  to  reside  in,  vUe 
legislative  branch  of  the  government.  1 mean  uot 
to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the'acUon  of  the  sttaiUo 
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in  laying  lhat  treaty  on  the  table.  But  it  is  known 
to  the  country  that  its  ratification  would  by  implica- 
tion have  conferred  the  power  of  legislation  upon  the 
president  and  senate,  without  the  action  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  thus  have  put  the  whole  tarilF 
policy  of  the  country,  its  industry  and  its  revenues, 
under  executive  restraints  and  control.  I mean  not 
to  speak  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  senators  in 
their  action  on  that  treaty.  The  action  of  the  senate 
and  the  fate  of  that  treaty  are  matters  of  history, 
and  we  may  reasonably  infer  some  of  the  considera- 
tions which  led  to  its  defeat,  and  we  may  conjecture 
the  consequences  which  would  have  flowed  from  its 
ratification  as  a precedent  of  executive  encroach- 
ment upon  the  legislative  functions  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

There  is  another  treaty,  sir,  now  pending,  v.’hich, 
if  rumor  be  true,  is  liable  to  similar  objections.  The 
particulars  of  that  treaty  have  not  been  published  , 
and  I know  nothing  of  it.  But  rumor  will  be  not  dumb, 
and  it  is  said  its  ratification  has  been  opposed  be- 
cause of  the  unequal  concessions  made  for  small  and 
unimportant  advantages  to  the  tobacco  trade.  I 
speak  of  the  treaty  with  the  king  of  Hanover. 

Such  doubtless  will  be  the  terms  and  character  of 
any  treaty  which  could  be  negotiated.  The  govern- 
ments of  Europe  will  part  unwillingly  with  any  por- 
tion of  their  taxes  upon  tobacco,  and  then  upon  lernw 
so  far  removed  from  reciprocal  advantage  that  the 
government  will  not  acquiesce  in  the  stipulated  con- 
cessions. 

^Hr>  Wheaton,  in  his  despatch  No.  202,  dated  at 
Stuttgard,  July  22,  1842,  says: 

“That  the  associated  states  are  not  at  present  wil- 
ling to  make  any  reduction  in  the  duties  on  our  leaf 
tobacco,  unless  they  can  be  assured  lhat  it  will  be 
followed  by  a corresponding  reduction  on  their 
productions  and  fabrics  imported  into  Iho  United 
States.” 

Such  is  the  disposition  of  all  the  governments  of 
Europe  which  levy  heavy  duties  and  exactions  upon 
our  tobacco — the  second  staple  of  the  country.  They 
are  willing  to  abate  those  duties,  which  now  range 
from  one  hundred  to  two  thousand  per  cent.,  if  such 
an  expression  is  correct  in  mercantile  language, 
provided  this  government  will  diminish  the  duties 
which  are  levied  in  our  ports  upon  their  fabrics  and 
production,  averaging  about  twenty  pur  cent.  Where 
is  the  reciprocity?  That  principle  was  well  sustain- 
ed by  the  associated  slates  in  the  Zoll  Verein  treaty, 
which  was  not  ratified  by  our  government,  because, 
as  is  believed,  it  contained  concessions  upon  our 
part  more  than  equivalent  for  llie  unimportant  re- 
duction which  they  propose  to  make  in  their  duties 
upon  our  tobacco.  The  diliicully  of  efleeling  any 
arrangement  with  the  German  customs  union  is  in- 
creased, by  the  terms  and  nature  of  that  association, 
as  every  alteration  in  their  tariff,  entered  into  by 
one  of  the  associated  stales,  requires  the  unanimous 
consent  of  tne  states  composing  the  customs  union 
or  Zoll  Verein.  Hence,  to  treat  with  one  of  those 
slates  is  to  treat  with  all — any  arrangement  entered 
into  with  one  of  them,  requiring  llio  ralifiacalion  of 
all  the  others  — the  diversity  of  interests  and  contra, 
riely  of  views  inducing  ditt'erent  opinions  and  con- 
clusions, as  their  various  interests  may  direel  them- 

To  sho  . the  unreasonable  demands  of  the  different 
stales  composing  the  customs  union,  I ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  bouse  to  a communication  from  the  min 
ister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  king  of  Wurtemberg  to 
Mr,  Wheaton,  the  American  pleniputenliary , dated 
September  25,  1842.  He  says: 

“The  conlererice  nevertheless  does  not,  to  its  great 
regret,  find  itself  at  the  present  moment  in  a situation 
to  lake  any  other  determination  upon  the  question  of 
the  lanfi’of  raw  loba.  co,  or  to  engage  in  a more  di- 
rect negotiation  upon  Uiis  subject;  among  other  rea- 
sons, because,  above  all,  there  does  not  at  present 
exist  any  precise  proposition  as  to  the  advantages 
which  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  in  case 
of  a reduction  of  Uie  tobacco  duties,  would  be  dis- 
posed to  accord  reciprocally  to  the  customs  union.” 

Now,  sir,  liere  is  a seiiUmenl  which  clearly  de- 
monstrates that  wo  are  to  look  for  no  change  in  the 
policy  of  Uiose  states.  It  contains  the  secret  of  their 
negotiation  with  us.  'I'tiey  require  furilier  conces- 
sions from  us.  ’I'tial  we  shall  “accord  other  advan- 
lagss”  for  a reduction  of  their  duties  on  tobacco. — 
We  have  seen  that  those  duties  amount  to  about  100 
per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  our  production,  and  that 
llie  duties  levied  by  this  government  upon  the 
imported  productions  of  those  states  do  not  exceed 
30  per  cent.;  and  yet,  forsooth,  they  ask  lhat  other 
advantages  shall  be  offered  to  them  for  a small  dim- 
inution of  tbeir  excessive  exactions  upon  the  only 
article  which  they  import  from  this  country  which 
cun  in  cny  manner  compete  with  their  productions. 
This  13  the  “reciprocity  which  is  accorded”  to  us — 
and  we  have  borne  it,  and  negotiated,  or  attempted 
to  negotiate,  with  the  hope  of  effecting  something 


like  reciprocity,  but  in  vain.  They  would  expect 
us  to  reduce  our  import  duties,  which  in  comparison 
to  theirs  are  but  nominal  on  these  productions,  before 
they  would  reduce  theirs  in  any  way  upon  the  tobacco 
imported  from  this  country.  This  is  the  free  trade 
system  which  Europe  offers  for  our  adoption. 

Thus  may  we  Judge  of  the  course  of  policy  which 
is  likely  to  be  continued  towards  U3;  and  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe  will  not  part  with  this  fruitful  source 
of  revenue  as  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  retain  it, 
and  It  becomes  a question  of  grave  import  by  what 
means  they  can  be  brought  to  change  that  policy, 
and  to  remove  the  restrictions  which  bear  so  heavily 
upon  one  of  the  principal  productions  of  the  country. 
The  time  may  have  passed  when  it  was  most  proba- 
ble that  our  demands  would  have  been  listened  to, 
and  this  production  placed  upon  the  basis  of  recipro- 
cal exchange.  But  it  is  never  too  late  to  seek  what 
is  right,  and  to  act  in  a spirit  of  candor  with  that 
becoming  firmness  which  the  justice  of  the  demand 
will  sanction,  that  the  principle  of  reciprocity  should 
be  extended  to  this  article  of  commerce. 

Now,  sir,  there  are  two  modes  of  commercial  ar- 
rangement; the  one  by  negotiation,  the  other  a resort 
to  discriminating  or  countervailing  duties.  The  first 
has  been  tried,  and  has  proved  unavailing.  The  only 
remedy  is  a resort  to  such  countervailing  duties  upon 
the  productions  of  those  countries  where  our  tobacco 
is  burdened  with  onerous  duties  and  restrictions  as 
will  induce  those  governments  to  open  their  ports 
upon  more  favorable  terms,  or  to  treat  with  us  so  as 
to  produce  a system  of  exchange  of  productions  upon 
terms  more  nearly  approaching  to  reciprocity.  It 
is  not  without  precedent  in  this  government,  and  we 
cannot  now  expect  to  break  down  the  tobacco  mo- 
nopolies, or  to  procure  any  diminution  ot  the  duties 
and  restrictions  of  those  governinents  by  negotiation 
alone. 

DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES. 

As  early  as  1780  (August  5lli)  a report  was  made 
in  the  senate  recommending  duties  on  tonnage;  and 
in  1790  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  secretary  of  state,  in  an 
able  report,  giving  the  history  of  the  fisheries  and 
the  trade  in  oil,  recommends  retaliatory  duties  upon 
foreign  oils,  and  says:  “If  there  be  anything  unfriend- 
ly in  this,  it  was  in  the  first  example.”  In  1793,  in 
a report  made  to  congress  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  secreta- 
ry of  stale,  upon  the  commercial  intercourse  of  llie 
United  Slates  with  foreign  nations,  and  measures 
necessary  to  be  adopted,  he  uses  this  language: 

“The  following  principles,  being  founded  in  reel 
prooity,  appear  perfectly  just,  and  offer  no  cause  of 
complaint  to  any  section.  1st.  Where  a nation  im- 
•poses  high  duties  on  our  productions,  or  prohibits 
them  allogetlier,  it  may  be  proper  for  us  do  the  same 
by  them,  first  burdening  or  excluding  those  produc- 
tions which  they  bring  here  in  competition  with  our 
own  of  itie  same  kind,  selecting  next  such  manufac- 
tures as  we  take  from  them  in  greatest  quantity,” 
&c. 

In  the  same  report  he  further  says. 

“When  once  it  shall  be  perceived  that  we  are 
either  in  the  system  or  in  the  habit  of  giving  equal 
advantages  to  those  who  extinguish  our  commerce 
and  navigation  by  prohibitions,  as  to  those  who  treat 
both  with  liberality  and  justice,  liberality  and  jus- 
tice will  be  converted  by  all  into  duties  and  prohi- 
bitions. It  13  not  the  moderation  and  justice  of  oth- 
ers that  we  are  to  trust  for  fair  and  equal  access  to 
market  with  our  productions,  or  for  our  share  in  the 
transportation  ol  Ihem,  but  our  means  of  indepen- 
dence, and  ttie  firm  will  to  use  them.” 

In  1790  an  act  was  passed  imposing  discriminating 
tonnage  duties  on  foreign  vessels.  In  1802  propo- 
sals were  made  by  Great  Britain  for  a repeal  of 
discriiriinating  duties,  and  at  the  next  se.ssioii  (Jan- 
uary, 1803,  a resolution  was  reported  authorizing 
the  repeal  to  “lake  effect  in  lavor  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion, “whenever  the  president  shall  be  satisfied  that 
tlie  discriminating  or  countervailing  duties  of  such 
foreign  nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  United  States,  have  been  abolished.” 

Discriminating  duties  were  imposed,  by  the  act  of 
July  1,  1812,  upon  all  goods  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
sels, and  also  upon  tonnage;  and  in  1815  an  act  was 
passed  repealing  so  much  ol  preceding  acts  as  impo- 
sed discriminating  duties  upon  the  tonnage  of  foreign 
vessels  or  their  cargoes,  to  lake  effect  in  favor  of  any 
foreign  inalion,  ‘whenever  the  president  shall  be  satis- 
fieJ  Uialthe  disoriminaiing  or  countervailing  duties 
of  such  foreign  nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  United  Slates,  have  been  abol- 
ished.” Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  commercial 
system  of  the  United  Stales  depends  upon  legislation, 
and  there  are  authorities  in  Uie  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  opinions  of  her  most  distinguished 
statesmen  in  favor  of  countervailing  duties  being 
resorted  to  to  protect  our  commerce  against  the 
exorbitant  exaclious  of  foreign  governments.  The 
act  of  1815  is  a case  directly  in  point. 


And  now  let  me  ask,  is  it  not  the  only  remedy.?  The 
constitution  vests  in  “the  congress  to  levy  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,”  and  “to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.”  Hence  it  is  man- 
ifest that  existing  duties  upon  foreign  importations 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  negotiation  without  the  ac- 
tion of  congress,  and  no  arrangement  for  reciprocal 
duties  can  be  entered  into  by  negotiation  with  a for- 
eign power  unless  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  are 
based  upon  an  act  of  congress.  All  duties  and  com- 
mercial regulations  depend  upon  acts  of  congress, 
and  can  be  repealed  only  by  the  authority  which  en- 
acted them. 

This  power  does  not  depend  upon  implication,  but 
is  one  of  the  express  grants,  it  is  the  principal  power 
relinquished  by  the  states  to  the  general  government, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the  states,  among 
which  was  Maryland,  refused  to  part  with  the  power 
over  imposts  and  tonnage  until  the  question  of  the 
public  domain  was  also  settled. 

The  treaty-making  power  has  no  control  over  this 
subject  independent  of  legislative  provision.  What- 
ever concerns  our  foreign  relations  belongs  to  the 
treaty  making  power,  and  is  to  be  regulated  by  it,  if 
not  consistent  with  the  constitution,  and  is  to  be 
regulated  in  the  manner  required  and  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  The  imposition  of  duties  upon 
import.',  or  arrangements  for  reciprocal  duties  or 
equivalent  commercial  advantages,  are  not  subject 
to  the  treaty  making  power,  because  they  come  with- 
in the  range  of  powers  .granted  to  another  branch 
of  the  government.  They  are  excluded  from  the, 
control  and  action  of  the  treaty  making  power,  and 
being  the  greatest  powers  vested  in  the  government, 
and  delegated  to  the  three  branches,  the  representa- 
tives, the  senate,  and  the  president,  whose  combined 
action  is  necessary  in  passing  all  laws.  Hence,  sir, 
a treaty  cannot  do  that  which  the  constitution  re- 
quires should  be  done  by  law;  and  a treaty  requir- 
ing a diminution  of  duties  by  this  government  on 
any  foreign  production,  as  an  equivalent  for  a repeal 
or  modification  of  these,  restrictions  upon  the  staples 
of  this  country,  would  be  void,  as  not  coming  within 
the  range  of  the  treaty  making  power;  and  we  have 
abundant  evidence  in  our  negotiations  that  there  will 
he  no  repeal  of  those  duties,  upon  our  tobacco  with- 
out making  concessions  on  our  part.  No  treaty  will 
be  made  by  England,  France,  or  Prussia  and  the 
other  states  of  the  German  customs  union,  by  which 
the  duties  and  restrictions  upon  this  staple  will  be 
lessened  or  relaxed,  unless  this  government  will 
grant  some  concessions  upon  the  duties,  however  so 
low,  which  we  levy  upon  their  productions.  We 
are  now  under  no  treaty  obligations  which  pronibit 
imposing  countervailing  or  discriminating  duties; — 
and  if  the  tariff  policy  of  the  world  is  to  be  changed. 
It  is  important  to  us,  both  for  the  protection  to  our 
fabrics  and  agricultural  and  mineral  productions,  that 
in  the  adjustment  of  a new  commercial  system,  we 
should  have  a higher  tariff"  toslart  with,  that  we  may 
have  something  to  give  up  as  an  equivalent  for  con- 
eessions  which  we  may  ask  them  to  make.  If  a gen- 
erel  commercial  arrangement  was  now  about  to  be 
entered  into  with  all  nations,  and  our  tariff"  not  more 
than  thirty  percent.,  would  other  nations  diminish 
their  duties  upon  our  productions  without  an  abate- 
ment of  ours  upon  their  productions.?  Upon  cotton 
and  rice  their  duties  have  been  diminished  or  repeal- 
ed, as  their  interests  prompted  them;  and  so,  upon 
other  commedities  exported  from  this  country, 
they  have  been  influenced  by  their  interest  or  cupi- 
dity. 

I wish  not,  by  any  thing  that  I have  said,  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  to  limit  the  treaty  making 
power,  or  to  confine  its  operations  more  narrowly 
than  is  limited  by  the  grants  of  the  constitution.  I 
ilesire  not  to  be  misunderstood:  1 mean  to  insist  that 
duties  on  imports  and  l he  revenues  of  this  govern- 
ment cannot  be  the  subject  of  treaiy  arrangement. 
They  belong  to  the  legislature;  and  lhat  a treaty  with 
a foreign  power,  in  which  the  duties  imposed  by 
this  government  on  foreign  fabrics  and  productions 
are  diminished,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitution,and  void;  and  that  the  treaiy  making  power 
can  form  no  treaty  by  which  the  revenues  are  to  be 
lessened  or  aff'ecled.  If  negotiation  can  effect  any 
benefit  within  the  limits  prescribed  to  it,  1 would 
hope  that  it  may  prooeeed  and  succeed.  But  no  small 
abateinenl  of  duly  on  tobacco  in  England  or  the 
German  Customs  Union,  such  as  has  heretofore  been 
oB"ered,  of  twenty  per  cent,  and  no  modification  of 
the  monopoly  by  France  and  Spain  will  avail  us  any 
thing.  They  must  be  reduced  to  something  like 
reciprocity,  and  this  article  of  com. nercc  be  received 
upon  terms  approaching  to  equality. 

Our  minister  to  England,  I am  informed,  has 
been  instructed  to  urge  a repeal  of  there  du- 
ties in  part,  and  their  negotiation  may  efi"ect 
something;  for  surely,  when  the  British  minis- 
try have  talked  so  much  about  free  trade  as  the 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  17,  1847— OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 


107 


commercial  policy  of  the  world,  they  will  aak  no 
concessions  from  us  for  diminution  of  their  duties  on 
our  tobacco.  This  will  test  their  sincerity  about 
free  trade.  I greatly  fear  that  they  mean  to  include 
only  such  articles  as  are  necessary  for  their  con- 
sumption and  to  feed  their  famishing  millions.  1 
hop*  they  will  treat  with  us  and  reduce  their  duties 
on  this  article;  and  if  they  do  not,  I hope  this  go- 
Tcrninent  will  compel  them  by  a countervailing  po 
liej.  I know  it  is  uged  that  the  governments  of  Eu- 
rope will  not  part  with  or  lessen  their  duties  on 
foreign  tobacco,  because  it  would  materially  affect 
their  revenue,  or  be  injurious  to  their  own  agricul- 
tural interests.  1 do  not  intend  to  controvert  this 
opinion  at  length,  but,  to  show  that  it  is  founded,  I 
call  attention  to  the  views  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  express- 
ed in  his  despatch  dated  October  27,  1842,  at  Berlin. 
He  sap: 

“It  is  hardly  denied  by  the  Prussian  government 
that  the  duties  imposed  on  foreign  raw  tobacco  on 
its  importation  into  the  states  of  the  association  might 
be  considerably  reduced  without  injury  to  the  re- 
venue or  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. — 
But  as  these  duties  form  the  principal  object  of  our 
complaint,  it  demands  from  us  a compensation  for 
such  reduction  in  the  shape  of  equivalent  reductions 
of  the  duties  levied  on  the  importation  of  German 
commodities  into  the  United  States.” 

Here  is  evidence  in  support  of  the  opinion  which 
1 have  before  expressed,  that  the  governments  of 
Europe  require  a corresponding  reduction  in  our  low 
duties  on  the  importation  of  their  commodities  as 
equivalents  for  any  reduction  of  their  high,  excessive, 
and  enormous  duties  levied  on  our  tobacco.  Apart 
from  the  impracticability  of  eflecting  any  arrange- 
ment for  a diminution  of  their  duties  by  negotiation 
which  would  at  all  benefit  the  tobacco  grower  of 
the  United  States,  by  reason  of  these  exactions,  that 
corresponding  reductions  should  be  made  in  our  ta- 
riff of  duties,  which  puls  it  beyond  the  constitutional 
sphere  of  the  treaty  making  power,  1 desire  to  ask, 
are  those  demands  consistent  with  justice,  and  will 
wo  submit  to  them?  If  our  duties  upon  their  pro- 
ductions were  as  high  as  their  duties  upon  this  staple, 
they  might  ask  for  a corresponding  reduction  of  our 
duties  as  equivalents  for  similar  and  equal  reductions 
which  they  might  make  in  their  duties  on  our  to- 
bacco. They  have  held  this  language  to  us  long 
enough.  It  is  time  that  we  should  pul  a stop  to  it. 
At  the  time  of  Mr.  Wheaton’s  despatch,  the  duty 
levied  by  our  government  on  German  commodities 
and  the  productions  of  the  associated  slates  which 
were  imported  into  this  country  did  not  exceed  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  whereas  the  duties  levied 
upon  our  tobacco  by  the  several  Germanic  slates 
exceeded  one  hundred  per  cent,  besides  the  transit 
duties  exacted  in  ils  transportation  from  the  purls  of 
entry  to  the  interior  provinces,  and  to  Austria  and 
Hungary.  The  same  duties  now  exist,  and  the  same 
unequal  exchange  of  productions  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  associated  states  of  the  customs  union.  I 
would  bear  it  no  longer.  Let  our  duties  be  raised 
higher  and  higher,  until  they  amount  to  prohibition, 
and  be  dependent  upen  the  continuance  of  their  high 
duties;  and  when  they  find  their  ports  closed  to  their 
productions,  or  their  commodities  burdened  with 
similar  duties,  their  interests  will  leach  them  to 
diminish  the  tobacco  restrictions. 

My  views  are  also  sustained  by  the  opinions  of 
the  tobacco  agent  who  was  sent  out  during  the  last 
administration.  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  despatch  to  our 
minister,  dated  Paris,  February  3d,  1844,  says: — 

“It  18  more  than  doubtful,  in  my  judgment,  whether 
it  is  possible,  either  by  diplomatic  negotiation  or  by 
the  maintenance  of  commercial  agencies,  to  break 
down  the  tobacco  monopolies  in  those  governments 
where  for  years  ‘.hey  have  existed.” 

Now  sir,  the  interest  and  the  honor  of  our  country 
demand  that  it  should  resort  to  some  other  measure 
than  that  which  has  failed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  Would  the  stales  bear  this  oppression 
and  subiiiU  to  those  exactions  if  they  had  not  sur- 
rendered to  the  federal  government  all  power  over 
duties  and  imposts?  No:  the  tobacco  growing  stales 
would  unite  and  make  common  cause,  and  teach 
those  governments  that  suc.li  injustice  would  not  be 
borne.  Let  the  representatives  from  the  tobacco 
growing  slates  unite,  and  insist  upon  a fair  protection 
to  this  staple  by  the  only  means  in  the  power  of  this 
government  to  afford  It,  and  our  grievances  will  be 
redressed. 

The  tobacco  exported  during  the  year 
1845,  1 have  heretofore  showed  to  be 
147,103  hogsheads,  valued  at  $7,46D,81D 

It  18  taxed,  according  to  the  rale  imposed 
upon  the  exports  of  1838,  at  59,851,984 

And  must  sell  in  Europe,  exclusive  of 
freights,  commissions,  insurance,  &c. 

$07,327,803 


So  that  the  planter  receives  for  making  the  article 
about  one  tenth  and  the  government  of  Europe  about 
nine  tenths  of  ils  value.  This  system  has  been  loo 
long  submitted  to,  and  1 can  never  give  my  assent  to 
any  system  affording  protection  to  any  other  interest, 
or  to  any  diminished  rate  of  duties  from  the  highest 
standard  that  can  be  obtained,  unless  this  production 
is  also  to  be  benefited  by  the  change.  I would  make 
our  duties  countervailing  and  discriminating,  and 
dependent  upon  the  continuance  of  their  duties  upon 
this  American  staple.  The  exchange  of  productions 
should  be  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocity. 

Sir,  no  benefit  may  result  to  this  great  interest  of 
the  country  at  this  time  from  the  action  which  I 
seek  to  have  instituted  upon  this  subject.  For  fifteen 
years  has  the  ssbject  of  benefiting  the  tobacco  inte- 
rest been  before  the  gevernnsent.  It  has  enlisted 
commanding  talents  ami  faithful  service.  Negotiation 
has  been  employed  between  this  government  and 
the  different  governments  of  Europe  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Charges,  ministers  resident  and  plenipotentiary, 
and  special  agents  have  been  employed  and  accre- 
dited to  all  the  governments  with  whom  we  desired 
to  treat  on  the  subject.  Yet  nothing  has  been  ac- 
complished. The  restrictions,  regies,  and  monopo- 
lies, remain  unrepealed,  unmodified,  still  in  force; 
and  the  staple  heretofore  so  important  in  the  foreign 
exchanges  of  the  country, and  making  up  so  large  an 
item  in  its  commerce,  has  been  reduced  lower  and 
lower  and  lower  in  price,  until  the  planter,  in  despair 
must  abandon  ils  culture,  and  live  upon  the  recollec- 
tion of  that  independence  which  a fair  price  for  its 
production  afforded  him.  Nothing  we  have  seen  has 
been  accomplished  by  negotiation,  and  nothing  I fear 
will  be,  and  we  need  no  longer  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
flattered  by  the  delusive  hope  or  indulge  expecta- 
tions which  are  never  to  be  realized.  But,  sir,  we 
will  not  lose  sight  of  our  rights;  we  will  not  forget 
that  this  interest  is  as  much  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  the  government  as  any  other;  and,  as  long  as  1 
have  the  honor  representing  that  interest  on  this 
floor,  1 shall,  on  all  proper  occasions,  press  the  sub- 
ject on  the  attention  of  the  government,  and  claim 
the  protection  to  this  interest  which  has  been  extend- 
ed to  others. 

The  day  is  not  distant,  sir,  when  the  whole  tariff 
and  commerciat  policy  of  the  world  will  undergo  a 
change.  A revolution  in  the  international  commer- 
cial regulations  of  the  world  must  and  will  take 
place  before  many  years  shall  have  elapsed,  and 
then  will  be  the  time  for  this  interest,  long  neglected 
and  oppressed,  to  be  placed  in  the  commercial  sys- 
tem, which  must  be  established  upon  grounds  of 
reciprocal  advantage.  It  will  only  require  concert 
of  action  upon  the  part  of  those  representing  the 
tobacco  interest  in  the  difl'erenl  states,  and  firmness 
of  purpose  to  insist  upon  adequate  protection,  and 
we  shall  obtain  it.  It  is  the  fault  of  our  governinenl 
that  those  enormous  exactions  and  revenues  are  le- 
vied upon  the  productions  of  the  tobacco  planter; 
and  more  than  one  opportunity  has  been  sulieied  to 
pass  without  resorting  to  such  remedy  as  would 
have  secured  a due  respect  to  this  interest,  and 
placed  it  upon  terms  of  reciprocity.  It  might  have 
been  done  in  1833,  when  the  taril!'  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment underwent  an  entire  change;  and  so  like- 
wise in  1842,  when  protection  was  extended  to  se- 
veral of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  no  one  of 
them  equal  to  this,  or  so  much  needing  the  prulec- 
tion  of  the  government.  But,  sir,  as  1 have  before 
remarked,  another  occasion  is  likely  again  to  occur. 
The  commercial  system  of  England,  a id  of  uonli 
nental  Europe,  interwoven  with  it,  and  dependent 
upon  it,  must  be  reconstructed.  The  march  of  im- 
provement in  this  country,  the  advance  of  the  arts, 
ihe  perfection  in  machinery,  the  labor  saving  and 
bread  producing  process  which  is  so  rapidly  advanc- 
ing, will  force  the  governments  of  Europe  into  a 
new  policy,  and  then  may  we  demand  that  they  shall 
support  their  governments  upon  other  revenues  than 
those  which  are  levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  tobacco 
planter. 


O F F 1 C A L . 


SURRENDER  AND  UNCONDITIONAL  CAriTULATION  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  VERA  CRUZ  AND  THE  CASTLE  OF 
SAN  JUAN  d’uLLOA. 

From  tht  Washington  Union  of  Jlpril  10. 
GLORIOUS  ACHIEVEMENT. 

Victory  follows  victory  in  rapid  succession.  It  was 
a settled  maxim  that  we  could  never  cease  this  war 
with  honor  until  we  had  taken  the  castle  of  San 
Juan  de  Ulloa.  Thanks  be  to  our  distinguished  and 
skilful  general — to  his  brave  officers  and  men — to 


the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  our  navy,  this  great 
achievement  has  been  effected  with  little  loss  of  life 
on  our  part.  We  have  taken  the  Gibraltar  of  the 
western  continent.  We  have  added  new  laurels  to 
our  wreath.  The  gratitude  and  admiration  of  a 
free  people  are  due  to  Major  General  Scott.  We 
congratulate  our  country  again  upon  the  prowess 
of  their  army  and  navy.  In  less  than  eleven  months, 
a succession  of  achievements  has  poured  in  upon 
us  which  would  grace  the  annals  of  any  people 
under  the  sun.  Let  our  countrymen  rejoice,  and 
let  them  pour  out  their  thanks  to  the  brave  men 
who  have  done  honor  to  the  character  of  this  free 
country. 

This  evening  brings  to  the  government  the  official 
despatches  from  Major  General  Scott  and  Commo- 
dore Perry.  The  former  were  brought  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war  by  Colonel  Totten,  of  the  engineer 
corps,  who  displayed  so  much  activity  and  skill  at 
Vera  Cruz.  The  last  were  brought  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  by  pjssed  midshipman  Huger  of  the  navy. 
Late  as  it  is,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  lay  them  before 
our  readers  in  to-night’s  paper,  to  the  exclusion  of 
many  other  articles  which  are  already  in  type.  We 
accompany  them  with  very  interesting  memoranda, 
furnished  by  Col.  Totten. 

The  accounts  of  the  navy  show  not  only  what  ex- 
ertions they  made  during  the  siege  to  capture  the 
enemy,  but  to  save  their  friends  from  the  wrecks 
which  were  subsequently  occasioned  by  the  northers. 
No  navy  of  the  world  can  boast  of  nobler  qualities 
and  finer  materials. 

FROM  OUR  ARMY  AT  VERA  CRUZ. 

Headquarters  of  the  Jlrmy, 

Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  23,  1847. 

Sir:  Yesterday,  seven  of  our  ten  10-inch  mortars, 
being  in  battery,  and  the  labors  for  planting  the  re- 
mainder of  our  heavy  metal  being  in  progress,  1 ad- 
dressed, at  two  o’clock,  P.  M.,  a summons  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Veia  Cruz,  and  within  the  two  hours  limit- 
ed by  the  bearer  of  the  flag,  received  the  governor’s 
answer.  Copies  of  the  two  papers,  (marked  respec- 
tively, A and  B,)  are  herewith  enclosed. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  governor,  who,  it 
lurris  out,  is  the  commander  of  both  places,  chose, 
against  the  plain  terms  of  the  summons,  to  suppose 
me  to  have  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  castle  and 
of  Ihe  city— when,  in  fact,  from  the  non-arrival  of 
our  heavy  metal — principally  mortars — 1 was  i.i  no 
condition  to  threaten  the  former. 

On  the  return  of  the  flag,  with  that  reply,  I at  once 
ordered  the  seven  morlars,  in  battery,  to  open  upon 
the  city.  In  a short  time  the  smaller  vessels  of  Com- 
modore Perry’s  squadron — two  steamers  and  five 
schooners — according  to  previous  arrangement  with 
him,  approached  the  city  within  about  a mile  and  an 
eighth,  whence  being  partially  covered  from  the 

castle — an  essential  condition  to  their  safety they 

also  opened  a brisk  fire  upon  the  city.  This  has  been 
continued  uninterruptedly,  by  mortars,  and  only 
with  a few  intermissions,  by  the  vessels,  up  to  nine 
o’clock  this  morning,  when  the  commodore  very 
properly,  called  them  o3'  from  a position  too  daringly 
assumed. 

Our  three  remaining  morlars  are  now  (12  o’clock, 
M.)  in  battery;  and  the  whole  ten  in  activity.  To- 
morrow, early,  if  the  city  should  continue  obstinate, 
batteries  Nos.  4 and  5 will  be  ready  to  add  their 
fire;  No.  4,  consisting  of  four  24  pounders  and 
two  8 inch  Paixhan  guns,  and  No.  5 (naval  batte- 
ry) of  three  32  pounders,  and  three  8 inch  Paix- 
haiis — the  guns,  officers,  and  sailors  landed  from  the 
squadron — our  friends  of  the  navy  being  unremit- 
ting in  their  zealous  co-operation,  in  every  mode 
and  form. 

So  far,  we  know  that  our  fire  upon  the  city  has 
been  highly  effective — particularly  from  the  batte- 
ries of  11  inch  mortars,  planted  at  about  800  yards 
from  the  city.  Including  ihe  preparation  and  de- 
fence of  the  batteries,  from  Uie  beginning now- 

many  days — and  nolvvithstamiing  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  enemy,  from  the  city  and  castle — we  have  only 
had  four  or  five  men  wounded,  and  one  officer  and 
one  man  killed,  in  or  near  the  trenches.  That  offi- 
cer was  Captain  John  II,  Vinton,  of  the  United 
Slates  3d  artillery,  one  of  the  most  talented  ac- 
complished, anil  effective  members  of  the  army, 'and 
who  was  highly  distinguished  in  the  brilliant  opera- 
tions at  Monterey.  He  fell,  last  evening,  in  the 
trenches,  where  he  was  on  duty  as  field  and  com- 
manding officer,  universally  regretted.  1 have  just 

attended  his  honored  remains  to  a soldier’s  grave 

in  full  view  of  the  enemy  and  within  reach  of  his 
guns. 

Thirteen  of  the  long  needed  mortars — leavin'^  27 
besides  heavy  guns,  behind— have  arrived,  aml°’i»o’ 
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of  them  landed.  A heavy  norther  then  set  in  (at 
meridian)  that  stopped  that  operation,  and  also  the 
landing  of  shells.  Hence  the  fire  of  our  mortar 
batteries  has  been  slackened,  since  2 o’clock,  to-day, 
and  cannot  be  reinvigorated  until  we  shall  again 
have  a smooth  sea.  In  meantime  I shall  leave  this 
report  open  for  journalizing  events  that  may  occur 
up  to  the  departure  of  the  steam  ship  of-vvar,  the 
Princeton,  with  Com.  Conner,  vvho,  I learn,  expects 
to  leave  the  anchorage  at  Sacrificios,  for  the  United 
States,  the  25th  inst. 

March  24. — The  storm  having  subsided  in  the 
night  we  commenced  this  forenoon,  as  soon  as  the 
sea  became  a little  smooth,  to  land  shot,  shells,  and 
mortars. 

The  naval  battery.  No,  5,  was  opened  with  great 
activity,  under  Captain  Aulick,  the  second  in  rank 
of  the  squadron,  at  about  10  A.  M.  His  fire  was 
continued  to  2 o’clock  P.  M.,  a little  before  he  was 
relieved  by  Capt.  Mayo,  who  landed  with  a fresh 
supply  of  ammunition — Capt.  A.  having  exhausted 
the  supply  he  had  brought  with  hi  n.  He  lost  four 
sailors  killed,  and  had  one  officer,  Lieut.  Baldwin, 
slightly  hurt. 

The  mortar  batteries  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  have  fired 
but  languidly  during  the  day  for  want  of  shells,  which 
are  now  going  out  from  the  beach. 

The  two  reports  from  Col.  Bankhead,  chief  of  ar- 
tillery, both  of  this  dale,  copies  of  which  I enclose, 
give  the  incidents  of  those  three  batteries. 

Battery  No.  4,  which  mounts  four  24  pounders,  and 
two  8 inch  Paishans’ guns,  has  been  much  delayed 
in  the  hands  of  the  indefatigable  engineers  by  the 
norther  that  filled  up  the  work  with  sand  nearly  as 
fast  as  itcould  beopened  by  the  half  blinded  laborers. 
It  will,  however,  doubtless  be  in  lull  activity  early 
to-morrow  morning. 

Marches — The  Princeton  being  about  to  start  for 
Philadelphia,  I have  but  a moment  to  continue  this 
report. 

All  the  batteries.  Nos.  1,  2.  3,  4,  and  5 are  in  aw- 
ful activity  this  morning.  The  effect  is,  no  doubt, 
very  great,  and  I think  the  city  cannot  hold  out  be 
yond  to  day.  To-morrow  morning  many  of  the 
new  mortars  will  be  in  a posili  m to  add  their  fire, 
when,  or  after  the  delay  of  some  twelve  hours, 
if  no  proposition  to  surrender  should  be  received, 

I shall  organize  parties  for  carrying  the  city  by  as- 
sault. So  far  the  defence  has  been  spirited  and  ob 
stinate. 

1 enclose  a copy  of  a memorial  received  last  night, 
signed  by  the  consuls  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Spain,  and  Prussia,  within  Vera  Cruz,  asking  me  to 
grant  a truce  to  enable  the  neutrals,  together  with 
Mexican  women  and  children,  to  withdraw  from  the 
scene  of  havoc  about  them.  1 shall  reply,  the  mo- 
ment an  opportunity  may  he  taken,  to  say — 1.  That  a 
truce  can  only  be  granted  on  the  application  of  Go- 
vernor Morales,  with  a view  to  a surrender — 2.  That 
in  sending  safeguards  to  the  different  consuls,  begin- 
ning as  far  back  as  the  13th  inst.,  I distinctly  admon- 
ished them — particularly  the  French  and  Spanish 
consuls — and  of  course,  through  the  two,  the  other 
consuls — of  the  dangers  that  have  followed — 3. 
That  although  at  that  date,  1 had  already  refused  to 
allow  any  person  whatsoever  to  pass  the  line  of  in- 
vestment either  way,  yet  the  blockade  had  been  left 
open  to  the  consuls  and  other  neutrals,  to  pass  out 
to  their  respective  ships  of  war  up  to  the  22d  inst.j 
and  4th.  I shall  enclose  to  the  memorialists  a copy  of 
my  summons  to  the  governor,  to  show  that  1 had 
fully  considered  the  impending  hardships  and  dis- 
tresses of  the  place,  including  those  of  women  and 
children,  before  one  gun  bad  been  fired  in  that  di- 
rection. Tlie  intercourse  between  the  neutral  ships 
of  war  and  the  oily  was  stopped  at  the  last  mention- 
ed date  by  Coin.  Perry,  vvilii  my  concurrence,  which 
1 placed  on  ttie  ground  that  that  intercourse  could 
not  fail  to  give  to  the  enemy  moral  aid  and  com 
fort. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  memorial,  that  our  batte- 
ries have  already  had  a terrible  elfecl  on  the  city, 
(also  known  throuTJh  other  sources,)  and  hence  the 
inference  that  a surrender  must  soon  be  projiosed. 

In  haste,  1 have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  high 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  war. 


A. 

Headquarters  of  Ihe  Jinny, 

Of  the  United  States  of  Jhnerica, 
Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz.  March,  1847. 

The  undersigned.  Major  General  Scott,  general- 
in-chief  of  the  armies  ol  Ih-a  United  Slates  of  Arne 
rica,  in  addition  to  the  close  of  the  blockade  of  the 
coast  and  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  previously  established 
by  the  squadron  under  Com.nodore  Conner,  of  the 


navy  of  the  said  stales,  having  now  fully  invested 
the  said  city  with  an  overwhelming  army,  so  as  to 
render  it  impossible  that  its  garrison  should  receive 
from  vvithout  succor  or  reinforcement  of  any  kind; 
and  having  caused  to  be  established  batteries,  com- 
petent to  the  speedy  reduction  of  the  said  city,  he, 
the  undersigned,  deems  it  due  to  the  courtesie.s  of 
war  in  like  cases,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  humanity, 
to  summon  his  excellency,  the  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  to  surren- 
der the  same  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  present  before  the  place. 

The  undersigned,  anxious  to  spare  the  beautiful 
city  of  Vera  Cruz  from  the  imminent  hazard  of  de- 
molition— its  gallant  defenders  from  a useless  effu- 
sion of  blood,  and  its  peaceful  inhabitants — women 
and  children,  inclusive — from  the  inevitable  horrors 
ol  triumphant  assault,  addresses  this  summons  to  the 
intelligence,  the  gallantry,  and  patriotism,  no  less 
than  to  the  humanity  of  his  excelleney  the  governor 
and  co,mmander-in-chief  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  undersigned  is  not  accurately  informed  whe- 
ther both  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of 
San  Juan  d’Ulloa  be  under  the  command  of  his  ex- 
cellency, or  whether  each  place  has  its  own  inde- 
pendent commander;  but  the  undersigned,  moved  by 
the  considerations,  adverted  to  above,  may  be  will- 
ing to  stipulate  that,  if  the  city  should  by  capitula 
tion,  be  garrisoned  by  a part  of  his  troops,  no  missile 
shall  be  fired  from  within  the  city  or  from  its  bas- 
tions or  walls,  upon  the  castle,  unless  the  castle 
should  previously  fire  upon  the  city. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  lender  to  his 
distingusihed  opponent,  his  excellency  the  governor 
and  commander-in-chief  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  assurance 
of  the  high  respect  and  consideraiion  of  the  under- 
signed. WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

B, 

[Translation.] 

The  undersigned,  commanding  general  of  the  free 
and  sovereign  state  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  informed  him- 
self of  the  contents  of  the  note  which  Major  Gene- 
ral Scott,  general  in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,  has  addressed  to  him  under  date  of  to  day, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  this  place,  and  the  oas- 
ile  of  Ulloa;  and,  in  answer,  has  to  say,  that  the 
above  named  fortress,  as  well  as  this  place  depend 
on  his  authority;  and  it  being  his  principal  duly,  in 
order  to  prove  wortliy  of  the  confidence  placed  in 
him  by  the  government  of  the  nation,  to  defend  both 
points  at  all  cost,  to  effect  which  he  counts  upon  the 
necessary  elements,  and  will  make  it  good  to  the  last; 
therefore  his  excellency  can  commence  liis  opera- 
tions of  war  in  the  manner  which  he  may  consider 
most  advantageous. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  return  to  the 
general  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  Slates 
Uie  demonstrations  of  esteem  he  may  be  pleased  to 
honor  him  with.  God  and  liberty! 

Vera  Cruz,  March  22,  1847. 

JUAN  MORALES. 

To  Major  General  Scott,  general  in  chief  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  Stales,  situated  in  sight  of  this 
place. 


Artillery  Headquarters, 

Camp  Washington,  March  24,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  general  in  chief,  that  on  the  22d  instant 
and  as  soon  as  the  chief  engineers  had  reported  that 
the  batteries  were  sufficiently  advanced  to  receive 
seven  mortars,  I placed  ihat  number  in  battery.  By 
2 o’clock  on  that  day  1 was  prepared  to  open  tne 
fire  on  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  At  quarter  past  4 1 
received  the  order  of  the  general  in  chief  to  com- 
mence firing  on  the  city, and  the  batteries  Nos.  1,  2, 
and  3 were  opened  with  great  animation  and  appa- 
rent eflect. 

From  the  moment  the  batteries  opened  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  22d  instant,  the  tire  has  been  inces- 
sant day  and  night. 

On  Ihe  22J  and  during  the  night,  battery  No.  1 
was  under  the  command  of  Capt  Brooks,  of  tlie  2d 
artillery;  battery  No.  2,  under  the  charge  of  Lieut. 
Shackelford,  of  the  2d  artillery,  and  battery  No.  3, 
under  the  charge  of  Capt.  Vinton,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
and  until  the  hour  ol  his  death,  about  4 o’clock,  P. 
M.,  when  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Van- 
vliet,  3d  artillery. 

The  severe  loss  to  the  army  by  the  death  of  Capt. 
Vinton,  was  the  only  loss  we  sustained  on  the  first 
day  Several  of  the  men  were  slightly  wounded. 

The  fire  from  the  city  and  from  the  castle  on  our 
batteries,  with  shot,  shells,  and  rockets,  has  been  in- 
teruiilled,  but  with  very  hriel  periods,  since  we  open- 
ed our  batteries;  and  we  must  ascribe  our  safely,  un- 
der such  a heavy  and  constant  fire,  to  the  skill  and  I 


science  of  the  officers  of  engineers  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  batteries. 

From  the  morning  of  the  23d  to  this  morning,  the 
batteries  have  been  under  the  charge  of  Captain 
McKenzie,  of  the  3d  artillery. 

Yesterday  about  12  o’clock  m.,  I was  able  to  place 
three  more  mortars  in  battery , but  owing  to  the  high- 
ness of  the  wind,  the  shells  could  not  be  landed 
from  the  storesbip,  and  our  fire  to  this  time  has  been 
very  moderate,  not  exceeding  one  fire  in  every  five 
minutes. 

Last  night  I succeeded  in  moving  three  24  pounder 
guns  to  battery  No.  4,  with  the  necessary  ammuni- 
tion and  implements  which  have  been  placed  in  bat- 
tery. 

One  more  24  pounder  and  two  8 inch  howitzers 
will  be  moved  out  to-night,  and  to-morrow  morning, 
(as  we  shall  doubtless  obtain  a supply  of  shells  to- 
day, the  storm  having  abated  sufficiently  to  land 
them,)  I shall  be  able  to  open  the  four  batteries, 
with  ten  mortars,  four  24  pounders,  and  two  8 inch 
howitzers,  with  increased  effect  and  renewed  vi- 
gor. 

I can  bear  testimony,  from  personal  observation, 
to  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  all  the  officers  detailed 
on  artillery  service  under  my  direction,  and  of  the 
cheerfulness  and  steadiness  of  the  men  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  laborious  duties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
JAS  BANKHEAD, 

3d  artillery,  chief  of  artillery. 
Lieut.  Scott,  acting  Ad’j  Gen  , Army  Headquarters. 

Artillery  Headquarters, 

Camp  Washington,  March  24,  1847 — 5 P.  M. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  this  date  of  operations  in 
the  batteries  up  to  4 o’clock,  A.  M.,  the  hour  when 
the  troops  are  relieved,  I have  to  slate  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general  in  chief  tnatthe  enemy  open- 
ed a brisk  fire  on  our  batteries  soon  after  sunrise 
this  morning,  without  any  effect;  but  about  10 
o’clock,  most  of  their  batteries  were  again  opened 
on  US,  and  one  man  of  company  “B,”  2d  artillery, 
was  killed  at  battery  No.  1 , and  three  men  were  se- 
verely wounded. 

A shell  fell  into  battery  No.  3,  where  four  men  of 
company  “F.”  2J  artillery,  were  wounded.  The 
shell  fell  on  one  of  the  mortars,  breaking  the  mor- 
tar bed  and  throwing  the  mortar  thirty  feet  from 
the  platform — another  mortar  bed  can  be  obtained 
from  the  ordnance  depot,  and  the  mortar  will  be  re- 
mounted. 

We  have  been  restrained  from  the  want  of  shells 
from  throwing  more  than  one  every  five  minutes 
during  the  day,  A full  supply  will  be  ir.  place  to- 
night, and  as  soon  as  it  is  dark  enough  to  send 
them  to  the  batteries  without  being  observed  by  the 
enemy. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

JAS.  BANKHEAD, 
Second  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

To  Lieut.  Scott,  Acting  Ad’j  Gen.,  Army  Headquar- 
ters. 


[Translation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  March  Hi,  18il . 

The  undersigned,  consuls  ofdifierent  foreign  pow- 
ers near  the  republic  ol  Mexico,  moved  by  the  feel- 
ing of  humanity  excited  in  ilieir  hearts  by  the  fright- 
ful results  of  Uie  bombardment  of  the  city  of  Vera 
Cruz  during  yesterday  and  Uie  day  before,  have  the 
honor  ol  addressing,  collectively.  General  Scott, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stales 
of  the  North,  to  pray  him  to  suspend  his  tioslililies, 
and  to  grant  a reasonable  truce,  sufficierit  to  enable 
their  respective  compatriots  to  leave  t lie  place  with 
their  women  and  children,  as  well  as  the  Mexican 
women  and  children. 

The  request  of  llie  undersigned  appears  to  them 
loo  comlor  able  to  the  existing  ideas  of  civilization, 
and  they  have  loo  high  an  opinion  of  the  principles 
and  sentiments  of  General  Scott,  not  to  be  full  of 
confidence  in  the  success  ol  this  request.  They  pray 
him  to  liave  the  goodness  to  send  back  his  answer  to 
lilt  partementaire,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  and  to 
accept  the  assurances  of  their  respecllul  considera- 
tion. T.  GIFFORD, 


Consul  de  sa  Majesle  Britannique. 

A.  GLOUX, 

Le  consul  de  sa  Majeste  le  Roi  des  Francais. 
FiLlPPE  G.  DE  ESCALENTE, 

El  cwiisul  de  Espana. 
HENRI  D’OLEIRE, 
Consul  de  S.  M.  le  Roi  de  Prusse. 

A true  translation  of  the  original  paper,  for  the 
secretary  of  war.  ^ _ 

E.  P.  SCAMMON,  A.  A.  D.  C. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Jlrmxj, 

Camp  TVashington,  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  22,  1847. 

I haTe  this  moment  received  your  note  of  this  dale, 
inquiring  whether,  in  my  opinion,  it  may  not  be  a 
necessary  measure  of  expediency  to  stop  for  the  pre- 
sent the  intercourse  heretofore  allowed  between  the 
neutral  vessels  of  war  o£f  this  coast  and  the  city  and 
castle  of  Very  Cruz. 

I promptly  answer  in  the  af&rmative,  considering 
that  both  plaees  are  now  blockaded  by  our  squadron 
under  your  command,  and  the  city  not  only  invested 
by  the  army,  but  actually  under  the  fire  of  our  land 
batteries. 

The  intercourse — the  subject  of  your  note — can- 
not, it  seems  to  me,  however  neutral  in  its  intended 
character  on  the  part  of  the  foreign  ships  of  war 
present,  fail  to  give  the  places  in  question,  under  our 
fire,  much  moral  aid  and  comfort. 

With  high  respect,  &c.  &c., 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 

home  spuadron,  &c. 


United  States  Steamer  Mississippi, 

Off  Sacrificios  Island,  March  22,  1847. 

Sir:  The  city  and  castle  of  Vera  Cruz  being  now 
closely  besieged  and  blockadad  by  the  military  and 
naral  forces  of  the  United  Stales,  it  has  become  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  all  communication  from  outside, 
unless  under  the  sanction  of  a flag  of  truce. 

I am,  therefore,  constrained  to  inform  you  that  all 
intercourse  between  the  vessels  and  boats  under  your 
command  and  that  part  of  the  American  coast  en- 
compassed by  the  United  States  forces,  must  for  the 
present  cease. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be  your 
most  ob’t  serv’t,  M.  C.  PERRY, 

Commanding  home  squadron. 
Commander  H.  S.  Matson,  H.  B.  M.  sloop  Daring. 

Capt.  Manuel  de  la  Puente,  commanding  H.  C.  M. 
naval  forces.  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Capt.  G.  Dubut,  commanding  French  naral  forces, 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Headquarters  of  the  ^rmy, 

Vera  Cruz,  March  29,  1847. 

Sir:  The  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America 
floats  triumphantly  over  the  walls  of  this  city,  and 
the  castle  of  San  Juan  Ulloa. 

Our  troops  have  garrisoned  both  since  10  o’clock. 
It  is  now  noon.  Brigadier  General  Worth  is  in  com- 
mand of  the  two  places. 

Articles  of  capitulation  were  signed  and  exchang- 
ed, at  a late  hour,  night  before  the  last.  I enclose  a 
copy  of  the  document. 

1 have  heretofore  reported  the  principal  incidents 
of  the  siege  up  to  the  25th  instant.  Nothing  of 
■triking  interest  occurred  till  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  nest  day,  when  I received  overtures  from  Gene- 
ral Landero,  on  whom  General  Morales  had  devolv- 
ed the  principal  command.  A terrible  storm  of 
wind  and  sand  made  it  difficult  to  communicate  with 
the  city,  and  impossible  to  refer  to  Commodore 
Perry.  I was  obliged  to  entertain  the  proposition 
alone,  or  to  continue  the  fire  upon  a place  that  had 
shown  a disposition  to  surrender;  for  the  loss  of  a 
day,  perhaps  several,  could  nut  be  permitted.  The 
accompanying  papers  will  show  the  proceedings  and 
results. 

Yesterday,  after  the  norther  had  abated,  and  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  me  early  the  morning 
before,  had  again  met  those  appointed  by  General 
Landero,  Commodore  Perry  sent  ashore  liis  second 
in  coQimand,  Captain  Aulick,  as  a commissioners 
®n  the  part  of  the  navy.  Although  not  included  in 
my  specific  arrangement  made  with  the  Mexican 
commander,  I did  not  hesitate,  with  proper  cour- 
tesy,  to  desire  that  Captain  Aulick  might  be  duly 
introduced  and  allowed  to  participate  in  the  discus- 
sion and  acts  of  the  commissioners  who  had  been 
reciprocally  accredited.  Hence  the  preamble  to 
his  signature.  1 he  original  American  commission- 
ers were  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Worth,  Briga- 
dier General  Pillow,  and  Colonel  Totten.  Four 
more  able  or  judicious  olficers  could  not  have  been 
desired. 

I have  time  to  add  but  little  more.  The  remaining 
details  of  the  seige;  the  able  co-operation  of  the 
United  States  squadron,  successively  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodores  Conner  and  Perry;  the  admi- 
rable conduct  of  the  whole  army — regulars  and  vo- 
lunteers— 1 should  be  happy  to  dwell  upon  as  they 
deserve;  but  the  steamer  Princeton,  with  Commo- 
dore Conner,  qn  board,  is  under  way,  and  1 have 
commenced  organizing  an  advance  into  the  interior. 
This  may  be  delayed  a few  days,  waiting  the  arrival 
of  additional  means  of  transportation.  In  the  mean- 
time, a Joint  operation,  by  land  and  water,  will  be 


made  upon  Alvarado.  No  lateral  expedition,  how- 
ever, shall  interfere  with  the  grand  movement  to- 
wards the  capital. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  services  of  Colonel 
Totten,  in  the  seige  that  has  Just  terminated  most 
successfully,  and  the  importance  of  his  presence,  at 
Washington,  as  the  head  of  the  engineer  bureau,  I 
intrust  this  despatch  to  his  personal  cere,  and  beg  to 
commend  him  to  the  very  favorable  consideration  of 
the  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  war. 


Proposition  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners. 

I have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellen- 
cy the  exposition  which  has  this  moment  been  made 
tome  by  the  Scnores  consuls  of  England,  France, 
Spain,  and  Prussia,  in  which  they  solicit  that  hostili- 
ties may  be  suspended  while  the  innocent  families 
in  this  place,  who  are  siiti’ering  the  ravages  of  war, 
be  enabled  to  leave  the  city,  which  solicitude  clai.ms 
my  support;  and  considering  it  in  accordance  with 
the  rights  of  afflicted  humanity,  I have  not  hesitated 
to  invite  your  excellency  to  enter  into  an  honora- 
ble accommodation -with  the  garrison,  in  which 
cases  you  will  please  name  three  commissioners 
who  may  meet  at  some  intermediate  point,  to  treat 
with  those  of  this  place  upon  the  terms  of  the  ac- 
commodation. 

With  this  motive  1 renew  to  your  excellency  my 
attentive  consideration. 

God  guard  your  excellency,  &c. 

On  account  of  the  sickness  of  the  commanding 
general. 

JOSE  JUAN  DE  LANDERO. 

Major  General  Scott. 

Copy  for  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  war. 

E.  P.  SCAMMON,  A.  A.  D.  C. 


Credentials  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

In  consideration  of  the  proposition  the  undersign- 
ed has  received  from  Senor  General  Landero,  the 
actual  commander  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  its 
dependencies,  that  three  commissioners  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  each  belligerent  to  treat  of  the  sur- 
rendei  of  the  said  city,  with  its  dependencies,  to  the 
beseiging  army  before  the  same — the  undersigned. 
Major  General  Scott,  general  in  chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  appointed; 
and  does  hereby  appoint.  Generals  W.  J.  Worth 
and  G.  J.  Pillow,  with  Colonel  J.  G.  Totten,  chief 
of  engineers — all  of  the  army  of  the  said  slates, 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned  to 
meet  an  equal  number  of  commissioners  who  may 
be  duly  appointed  on  the  part  of  Senor  General 
L.mdero,  to  treat  of  the  surrender  of  the  city  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  its  dependencies  to  the  arms  of  the 
said  stales. 

Done  at  camp  Washington,  the  headquarters  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  this  26th 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1847. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Gen.  Landero's  letter  notifying  the  appointment  of  Mex- 
ican commissioners. 

In  virtue  of  your  excellency’s  having  accepted  the 
proposition  of  accommodation  which  J proposed  to 
you  in  niy  despatch  of  to-day,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  reply  1 have  just  received,  I have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I have  named,  on  my  part,  the 
Seiiores  Colonels  D.  Jose  Gutierrez  Villanueva,  D. 
Pedro  Miguel  Herrera,  and  Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers 
D.  Manuel  Robles,  to  whom  1 had  entrusted  the 
competent  power  to  celebrate  said  accommodation, 
having  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of  the  ex- 
pressed power. 

I reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

God  and  liberty. 

JOSF  JUAN  DE  LANDERO. 

Vera  Cruz,  March  26,  1847. 


Headquarters  of  the  JIrmrj, 
Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  26,  1847. 

Outlines  ol  instructions  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  com- 
missioned by  the  undersigned  to  treat  with  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  duly  authorised  on  the  part  of  the  city 
of  Vera  Cruz,  and  its  dependencies,  on  the  subject 
of  the  surrender  of  the  same. 

1.  'The  whole  garrison  or  garrisons  to  be  surren- 
dered to  the  arms  of  the  United  States  as  prisoners 
of  war. 


2.  The  garrisons  to  be  permitted  to  march  out 
with  the  honors  of  war,  and  to  ground  arms  to 
such  forces  as  my  be  appointed  by  the  undersigned, 
and  at  a point  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  commis- 
sioners. 

3.  The  surrendered  places  to  be  immediately  gar- 
risoned by  American  troops. 

4.  Mexican  olficers  to  preserve  their  side  arms 

and  private  effects,  including  horses  and  horse  furni- 
ture, and  to  be  allowed,  (regular  and  irregular  offi- 
cers) at  the  end  of  days,  to  retire  to  their  re- 

spective homes  on  the  usual  parole  with  the  excep- 
tion of  such  officers  as  the  two  parlies  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  accompany  the  rank  and  file  to  the  United 
States. 

5.  The  rank  and  file  of  regular  regiments,  corps 
or  companies,  to  remain  as  prisoners  of  war,  sub- 
ject to  be  sent  to  the  United  Stales,  (with  such 
Mexican  officers  as  may  be  needed  with  the  men,) 
and  to  be  clothed  and  subsisted  by  the  United  Slates, 
at  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  belligerent  that  may  ba 
agreed  upon  by  a definite  treaty  of  peace. 

8.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  irregular  portion  of  the 
prisoners  to  be  detained  days,  and  subsisted  (if 

necessary)  for  the  time  by  the  United  Stales,  when 
they  may  be  permitted  to  retire  to  their  respective 
homes,  their  officers  giving  the  usual  parole  that  the 
said  rank  and  file  shall  not  serve  again  until  duly  ex- 
changed. 

7.  All  the  materiel  of  war  and  all  public  properly 
of  every  description  found  in  the  city  and  its  depen- 
dencies, to  belong  to  the  United  States;  but  the  ar- 
mament of  the  same,  not  injured  or  destroyed  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  actual  war,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  liable  to  be  restored  to  Mexico  by  a definitive 
treaty  of  peace. 

8.  if  the  Mexican  commissioners  decline,  from 
the  want  of  power  or  authority,  to  treat  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  the 
American  commissioners  will  urge  the  former  to 
ask  for  such  powers,  and  grant  any  necessary  delay 
to  that  end;  but  if  such  power  be  not  asked  for,  or 
be  not,  on  application  obtained,  the  American  com- 
missioners may,  hesitatingly,  consent  to  refer  the 
subject  back  to  the  undersigned  for  further  instruc- 
tions to  meet  that  state  of  things. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Note.— Article  8 was  not,  of  course,  given  to  the 
Mexican  commissioners. 

A true  copy  from  the  original  paper. 

E.  P.  SCAMMON,  A.  A.  D.  Camp. 

Six  propositions  from  the  Mexican  Commissioners  to 
the  general  in  chief. 

1st.  The  garrison  will  evacuate  the  place  within 
a lime  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  belligerent 
parties,  retiring  to  the  ciiy  of  Orizaba  or  Jalapa,  by 
regular  day  marches,  according  to  the  custom  of 
armies  on  a march. 

21.  The  aforesaid  garrison  shall  march  out  with 
all  the  honors  of  war,  colors  displayed,  drums  beat- 
ing. stores  belonging  to  die  corps  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed, the  alio  wance  of  field  pieces  corresponding 
to  its  force,  baggage  and  munitions  of  war. 

3d.  The  Mexican  flag  will  remain  displayed  on 
the  bastion  of  Santiago  until  the  retiring  Mexican 
garrison  shall  be  saluted  with  twenty  one  guns  fired 
Iroin  the  same  bastion,  until  which  time  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  shall  not  enter  the  place. 

4ih.  The  inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz  shall  continue 
in  the  li  ee  possession  of  their  moveable  and  immo- 
vable property,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  they  shall 
never  be  disturbed,  as  v/ell  as  in  the  exercise  of  their 
religious  faith. 

5ih.  The  national  guards  of  Vera  Cruz,  if  they 
find  It  convenient  to  retire  peaceably  to  their  homes, 
not  to  be  molested  on  account  of  their  conduct  in 
bearing  arms  in  defence  of  the  place. 

6th.  The  undersigned  desire  to  know,  in  case  the 
Senor  General  Scott  should  have  to  continue  hostil- 
ities on  account  of  not  admitting  these  proposition.®, 
if  he  will  permit  the  neutrals  to  go  out  of  the  place) 
as  well  as  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  the 
Mexican  families. 

PEDRO  M.  HERRERA. 

JOSE  GUTIERREZ  DE  VILLANUEV4. 

MANUEL  ROBLES. 

Translated  Irom  the  original  paper  for  the  Hon. 
Secretary  uf  War. 

Headquarters  of  the  Arxny, 

Of  the  United  Status  of  ,3merica. 
Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  27,  1847. 

The  undersigned,  Major  General  Scott,  general  in 
chief  of  the  armies  ol  the  United  States  of  America, 
has  received  the  report  of  the  cemmissionors  appoip. 
led  by  him,  yesterday,  to  meet  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  his  excellency,  General  Landero,  the 
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commander  in  chief  of  V era  Cruz  and  the  Castle  of 
San  Juan  de  UHoa. 

In  making  that  report  the  undersigned  received, 
informally,  from  his  commissioners,  the  project  of  an 
arrangement  presented  to  them  by  the  Mexican  com- 
missioners, consisting  of  six  articles.  Without  re- 
introducing those  articles,  in  extemo,  the  undersigned 
will  simply  refer  to  them  by  their  respective  num- 
bers: 

Article  1.  Is  wholly  inadmissable.  The  garri- 
sons of  the  places,  in  question,  can  only  be  allowed 
to  march  out  or  to  evacuate  them  as  prisoners  of  war; 
but  the  undersigned  is  willing  that  each  garrison, 
without  distinction  between  regular  troops  and  na- 
tional guards  or  militia,  may  retire,  in  the  delay  of 
many  days,  to  their  respective  homes — the  officers 
giving  for  themselves  and  their  respective  men,  the 
usual  parole  of  honor  not  again  to  serve  against  the 
United  Stales  of  America  in  the  present  war,  until 
duly  exchanged. 

Art.  2.  The  garrisons  may  be  allowed  all  the 
honors  of  war  usually  granted  to  gallant  troops;  but 
to  surrender  their  arms  of  every  sort,  save  the  side 
arms  of  the  officers. 

Art.  3.  As  far  as  practicable  by  the  commission- 
ers of  the  two  armies,  this  may  be  arranged  to  satisfy 
the  just  pride  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  the  places 
in  question. 

Art.  4.  Is  readily  agreed  to,  and  may  be  solemnly 
promised. 

Art.  5.  This  is  substantially  met  in  the  above 
remark  under  article  1. 

Art.  6.  Not  admissable  in  any  case. 

Taking  the  foregoing  remarks  and  the  instructions 
of  the  undersigned  to  his  commissioners — which 
instructions  were  substantially  communicated  to  the 
Mexican  comissmioners — as  a basis  of  an  honorable 
capitulation,  the  undersigned,  to  spare  the  effusion  of 
blood,  is  willing  to  refer  back  the  whole  subject  to 
the  same  commissioners  of  the  two  parties;  provided 
that  the  same  commissioners  meet  again  to  day  at  10 
o’clock,  a.  m.,  at  the  same  place  as  yesterday,  and 
proceed  without  delay  to  a definite  conclusion  of  the 
whole  subject. 

The  undersigned  will  wait  the  answer  of  Ills  ex- 
cellency, Gen.  Landero,  up  to  9 o’clock,  this  day, 
and  in  the  meantime,  renews  the  assurances  of  his 
high  respect  and  consideration. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Copy  of  the  original  paper  for  Hon.  Secretary  of 
War.  E.  P.  SCAMMON,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

Articles  of  the  capitulation  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and 
the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa. 

Puente  De  Hornos, 
Without  the  walls  of  Vtra  Cruz, 

Saturday,  March  27,  1847. 

Terms  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  by  the  commis 
sioners,  viz: 

Generals  W.  J.  Worlli  and  G.  J.  Pillow,  and  Col. 
J.  G.  Totten,  chief  enginerr,  on  the  part  of  Major 
Genernl  Scott,  general  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  Colonel  Jose  Gutierrez  de  Villa- 
nueva, Lieutenant  Colonel  ol  Engineers  Manuel  Ro- 
bles, and  Colonel  Pedro  de  Herrera,  commissioners 
appointed  by  General  of  Brigade  Don  Jose  Juan  Lan 
dero,  commanding  in  chiel,  Vera  Cruz,  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  and  their  dependencies — for 
the  surrender  to  the  arms  of  the  United  Statas  of  the 
said  forts,  with  their  armaments,  munitions  of  war, 
garrisons,  and  arms. 

1.  The  whole  garrison,  or  garrisons  to  be  surren- 
dered to  the  arms  of  the  United  Stales,  as  pgsoners 
of  war,  the  29lh  instant,  at  10  o’clock,  a.  m.,  the 
garrisons  to  be  permitted  to  march  out  with  all  the 
honors  of  war,  and  to  lay  down  their  arms  to  such 
officers  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  general  in  chief 
of  the  United  Slates  armies,  and  at  a point  to  be 
agreed  upon  bj  the  commissioners. 

% 2.  Mexican  officers  shall  preserve  their  arras  and 
private  effects,  including  horses  and  horse  furniture, 
and  to  be  allowed,  regular  and  irregular  officers,  as 
also  the  rank  and  file,  five  days  to  retire  to  their 
respective  homes,  on  parole,  as  hereinafter  prescri- 
bed. 

3.  Coincident  with  the  surrender,  as  stipulated  in 
article  1,  the  Mexican  flags  of  the  various  forts  and 
Blations  shall  be  struck,  saluted  by  their  own  batte- 
ries; and  immediately  thereafter,  Forts  Santiago  and 
Conception  and  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa, 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

4.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  portion  of  the 
prisoners  to  be  di>posed  of,  after  surrender  and  pa- 
role, as  their  general  in  chief  may  desire,  and  the 
irregular  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes. 
The  officers,  in  respect  to  all  arms  and  descriptions 
of  force,  giving  ihe  usual  parole,  that  the  said  rank 
and  file,  as  well  as  themselves,  shall  not  serve  again 
until  duly  exchanged. 

5.  All  the  materiel  of  war,  and  all  public  property 


of  every  description  found  in  the  city,  the  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  and  their  dependencies,  to  belong 
to  the  United  States;  but  the  armament  of  the  same 
(not  injured  or  destroyed  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  actual  war,)  may  be  considered  as  liable  to 
be  restored  to  Mexico  by  a definitive  treaty  of 
peace. 

6 The  sick  and  wounded  Mexicans  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  city,  with  such  modical  officers  and 
attendants  and  officers  of  the  army  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  their  care  and  treatment. 

7.  Absolute  protection  is  solemnly  guarantied  to 
persons  ill  the  city,  and  property,  and  it  is  clearly 
understood  that  no  private  buildingor  property  is  to 
be  taken  or  used  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
without  previous  arrangement  with  the  owners  and 
for  a fair  equivalent, 

8.  Absolute  freedom  of  religious  worship  and  cer- 
emonies is  solemnly  guarantied. 

(Signed  in  duplicate.) 

W.  J.  WORTH,  Brigadier  General, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW,  Brigadier  General. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN,  Col.  and  Ch’f  Eng’r., 
JOSE  GUTIERREZ  DE  VILLANUEVA, 
PEDRO  MANUEL  HERRERA, 

MANUEL  ROBLES. 

Captain  Aulick — appointed  a commissioner  by 
Com.  Perry,  on  behalf  of  the  navy,  (the  general  in 
chief  not  being  able,  in  consequence  of  the  rough- 
ness of  the  sea,  to  communicate  with  the  navy  until 
after  commissions  had  been  exchanged) — and  being 
present  by  Gen.  Scott’s  invitation,  and  concurring 
in  the  result  and  approving  thereof — theieto  affixes 
his  name  and  signature. 

J.  H.  AULICK,  Capt.  U.  S.  N. 

Headquarters  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz, 
March  27, 1847. 

Approvedo  and  accepted: 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

M.  C.  PERRY. 

Commander  in  cliief  U.  S.  N.  forces  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Vera  Cruz,  Marzo  27, 1847. 

Approbad  y acceptado: 

JOSE  JUAN  DE  LANDERO. 

A true  copy  of  the  original  articles  of  capitula- 
tion. E.  P.  SCAMMON, 

1st  Lieut.  Topo.  Eng’s,  acl’g  aid  de  camp. 

FROM  OUR  NAVY  BEFORE  VERA  CRUZ. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Mississippi. 

Jll  anchor  near  Vera  Cruz,  March.  21,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  of 
my  arrival,  yesterday,  at  this  anchorage,  and  of  the 
transfer  of  the  command  of  the  home  squadron  to  me 
by  Commodore  Conner,  this  morning  at  8 o’clock. 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  home  squadron. 
The  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Flagship  Mississippi 
Off  Vera  Cruz,  March  25th,  1847. 

Sir:  The  sailing  of  the  Princeton  this  day  for  the 
United  States  oflers  me  opportunity  of  informing 
the  department  that  Gen.  Scott  had,  on  the  22d  inst. 
the  day  after  I assumed  command  of  the  squadron, 
so  far  completed  the  erection  of  his  batteries  in  the 
rear  of  Vera  Cruz  as  to  authorise  the  summoning  of 
the  city,  and  on  the  refusal  of  the  governor  to  sur- 
render, of  opening  his  fire  at  three  o’clock  of  that 
day. 

In  conformity  with  arrangements  made  in  the 
morning  with  Gen.  Scott,  I directed  the  flotilla  of 
small  steamers  and  gun  beats  of  the  squadron,  led  by 
Commander  J.  Tatnall,  in  the  Spitfire,  to  take  a po- 
sition and  commence  a simultaneous  fire  upon  the 
city.  The  order  was  promptly  and  gallantly  execu- 
ted, and  the  fire  was  kept  up  with  great  animation 
until  late  in  the  evening. 

On  visiting  them  at  their  position,  I found  that  the 
two  steamers  had  nearly  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion, but  having  received  a fresh  supply  during  the 
night  from  Ihe  ship,  they  at  sunrise  moved  to  a more 
favorable  and  advanced  point,  and  resumed  and  con- 
tinued their  fire  until  recalled  by  signal. 

At  the  earnest  desire  of  myself  and  officers,  Gen. 
Scott  generously  assigned  a position  in  the  trenches, 
to  be  mounted  with  guns  from  the  squadron,  and 
three  long  32  pounders,  (all  that  were  required,) 
were  consequently  landed,  and  after  immense  labor 
in  transporting  them  through  the  sand,  in  which  par- 
lies  from  the  divisions  of  General  Patterson,  Worth 
and  Pillow,  respectively  detached  by  those  officers, 
cheerfully  participated,  the  pieces  were  placed  in 
position  and  opened  upon  the  city  about  10  o’clock 
yesterday,  immediately  drawing  upon  them  a sharp 
fire  from  the  enemy,  which  in  a short  time  killed 
and  wounded  ten  of  the  detachment  from  the  squad- 
ron. 


In  order  to  give  all  a chance  to  serve  in  the  trench- 
es, for  the  honor  of  which  there  is  a great  though 
generous  strife,  I have  arranged  that  detachments 
from  each  ship  in  charge  respectively  of  lieutenants, 
and  the  whole  commanded  by  a captain  or  comman- 
der shall  be  relieved  every  twenty  four  hours.  Captain 
Aulick,  assisted  by  Commander  Mackenzie,  and 
several  lieutenants,  had  the  direction  of  mounting 
the  gun.s  and  opening  the  fire,  and  well  and  bravely 
was  the  duty  performed.  Captain  Mayo  is  now  in 
charge  and  will  be  relieved  in  turn. 

The  Ohio  arrived  on  the  22d  inst.,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  a norther,  did  not  reach  her  proper  anchor- 
age until  yesterday  afternoon.  Detachments  of  boats 
from  all  the  vessels  are  employed  night  and  day  in 
landing  from  the  transports  the  stores  and  munitions 
of  the  array. 

Enclosed  is  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  ascer- 
tained up  to  this  hour,  (12  meridian,)  with  the  report 
of  Captain  Aulick;  also  a list  of  the  small  vessels 
comprising  the  flotilla  of  the  squadron,  all  of  which 
were  engaged  on  the  22J  inst. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obdient  servant, 
M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  home  squadron. 
Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Friday,  March  26,  1847. 

Sir:  The  detention  of  the  Princeton  enables  me  to 
inform  tlie  department  of  events  up  to  this  hour,  (10 
a.  m.) 

Captain  Mayo  and  his  party  have  returned,  having 
been  relieved  in  the  batteries  by  a detachmsnt  under 
Capt.  Breese.  I hardly  need  assure  the  department 
that  the  parly  under  Capt.  Mayo  sustained  with  una- 
bated courage  and  spirit,  the  admirable  fire  of  the 
naval  battery.  The  bombardment  from  the  tren- 
ches was  continued  through  the  night.  A heavy 
norther  now  blowing,  (the  third  in  five  days,)  has 
prevented  communication  with  the  shore  since  last 
evening.  Several  merchant  vessels  have  been 
thrown,  this  morning,  ashore  by  the  gale. 

The  report  of  Capt.  Mayo  is  enclosed,  as  also  an 
additional  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the 
names  of  the  killed,  will  be  found  that  of  Midship- 
man T.  B.  Shubrick,  a most  amiable  and  promising 
young  officer.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very 
obedient  servant,  M.  C PERRY, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 

Sunday,  March  28,  1847. 

Sir:  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  city  and 
castle  of  Vera  Cruz,  surrendered  yesterday  to  the 
combined  force  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  terms  highly  favorable  to  us. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Enclosed  is  an  infor.nal  copy  of  the  terms  of  stip- 
ulation. M.  C.  P. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  delachmenls  at  the  na- 
val batteries  on  the  2ithand  25lh  March,  1847. 

Killed  on  the  24th — Win.  Marcus,  seaman;  Jno. 
Williams,  quarter  gunner;  John  Harrington,  boats- 
wain’s mate;  Daniel  McGinnis,  landsman;  John 
Tookey,  seaman. 

Killed  on  the  25lh  TUomSiS  B.  Shubrick,  midship- 
man; John  Williamson,  seamen. 

Wounded  on  IK  25lh — A^  S.  Baldwin  lieutenant, 
slightly;  Edward  Black,  seaman,  slightly;  Mathias 
Nice,  seaman,  slightly;  William  Hamblin,  seaman, 
slightly;  Deforest  Carey,  seaman,  slightly. 

Wounded  on  Ike  25th — Three  seamen,  slightly, 
names  not  ascertained. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

To  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  lha  Navy. 

United  Slates  Ship  Potomac, 

Oil'  Sacrificios,  March  25,  1847. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  letter  this  moment 
received,  calling  for  a report  of  my  proceedings  in 
command  of  the  detachment  on  shore  yesterday,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  battery  of  three  8- 
inch  Paixhan  guns  and  three  long  32  pounders  land- 
ed from  the  squadron  was  turned  over  to  me,  at  10 
a.  m.,  by  the  accomplished  engineer  officer  who  con- 
structed it,  (Captain  R.  E.  Lee,)  who,  as  well  as 
Lieuts.  Smith,  of  the  engineers,  and  Williams,  aid  of 
Gen.  Scott,  remained  in  the  battery  throughout  the 
fire;  the  enemy  having  but  a few  minutes  before  dis- 
covered our  position,  commenced  tlie  attack  upon  us. 
1 immediately  ordered  the  guns  to  be  unmasked,  and 
I the  firing  commenced  on  the  enemies  batteries,  which 


NILES’  NATIONAI.  REGISTER— APRIL  17,  1847— OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 


Ill 


was  steadily  and  deliberately  continued  until  about 
half-past  two  p.  m.,  when  our  last  charge  of  amoau- 
nition,  of  which  we  had  only  about  fifty  rounds  to 
each  gun,  was  expended.  By  this  lime  our  sand  bag 
breast  works  and  traverses  were  much  dilapidated 
by  the  shot  of  the  enemy  and  the  concussion  of  our 
own  heavy  pieces.  1 now  directed  the  embrasures 
to  be  filled  up  with  sand-hags,  (for  the  suggestion 
of  which  I must  thank  Captain  Lee,)  and  everybody 
to  seek  the  best  shelter  from  shot  that  the  work 
afforded,  until  the  ammunition  we  expected  should 
arrive. 

At  4 o’clock,  Capt.  Mayo,  with  a fresh  supply  of 
ammunition  and  a relief  party  of  officers  and  men, 
arrived;  I then  relinquished  the  command  to  him 
agreeably  to  your  order,  and  returned  to  my  ship. — 
Our  loss  was  four  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and 
five  men  wounded,  one  of  the  latter  mortally  (since 
dead)  the  others  slightly.  When  it  is  considered 
that  we  had  the  concentrated  and  very  active  fire  of 
five  of  the  enemies  batteries  upon  us  at  a distance  of 
less  than  800  yards,  besides  occasional  shells  from 
the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Uiloa,  it  is  a matter  of  sur- 
prise that  our  loss  is  so  small. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  add  that  every 
officer  and  man  in  the  battery  behaved  with  the  ut- 
most coolness,  activity  and  cheerfulness. 

Commander  A.  S.  Mackenzie,  who  had  superin- 
tended the  duty  of  placing  the  guns  in  battery, 
promptly  tendered  his  services  to  me  and  took  charge 
of  one  of  my  32  pounders,  which  tie  managed  with 
great  skill,  and,  i doubt  not,  with  great  effect  upon 
the  enemy’s  woiks.  In  the  course  of  the  firing  the 
flag  on  one  of  the  enemy’s  forts  was  brought  down 
by  a gun  fired  by  Lieut.  Baldwin.  It  was,  however, 
quickly  displayed  from  the  same  flag  staff.  It  is  due 
to  Midshipman  Allen  McLane*  that  I should  not 
omit  to  mention  that  on  a call  for  volunteers  to  cut 
away  some  brushwood  which  obstructed  the  view  to 
a battery  on  which  we  wished  to  direct  our  fire,  he 
sprung  through  an  embrasure,  followed  by  two  men, 
(Wm.  Cavenaugh,  seaman — the  name  of  the  other  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,)  and  amidst  a show- 
er of  balls  quickly  removed  the  obstruction,  for 
which  gallantry  I complimented  them  on  the  spot. — 
I am,  however,  sure  that  any  other  officer  present 
would  have  been  happy  of  an  opportunity  to  have 
done  the  same.  As  you  desire  to  forward  this  report 
to  the  department  by  the  Princeton,  leaving  at  12  m. 
to-day,  it  is  necessarily  a very  hasty  and  brief  one. 

I annex  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  also 
of  the  officers  of  the  detachment. 

I am,  very  respectfully  your  ob’t  servant, 

J.  U.  AULICK,  Captain. 

To  Com.  M.  C.  Perry,  commanding  Home  Squadron, 

off  Sacrificios. 

[*Son  of  Hon.  Louis  McLane,  of  this  city.] 

Lift  of  Officers  of  the  detachment. 

Commander,  A.  S.  Mackenzie;  Lieutenants,  Chas. 
Kennedy,  Sidney  Smith  Lee,  Harry  Ingersoli,  O.  H. 
Perry,  and  A.  S.  Bald  win;  Assistant  Surgeons,  O.  F. 
Baxter,  and  John  Hastings;  Passed  Midshipmen;  C. 
Fauntlsroy,  and  Charles  Dyer;  Midshipmen,  Wm.  H. 
Parker,  Allen  McLane,  John  P.  Jones,  R.  B.  Storer, 
M.  J.  Smith,  W.  K.  Mayo,  W.  V.  Gills,  and  J. 
Maury;  Captain’s  Clerk,  S.  F.  Emmons— (Potomac.) 

J.  H.  AULICK,  Captain. 

List  of  killed. 

Wm.  Marcus,  seaman,  Mississippi;  John  Williams, 
quarter  gunner,  Raritan;  John  Harrington,  boats 
wain’s  mate,  St.  Mary’s;  Daniel  McGinnis,  lands- 
man, St.  Mary’s;  and  John  Tookey  seaman,  Poto- 
mac. 

List  of  wounded. 

Lieutenant  A.  S.  Baldwin,  Potomac,  Edward 
Black,  seaman  Potomac;  Mathias  Nice,  seaman,  Po- 
tomac; W.  Hamblin,  seaman,  Potomac;  and  Defor- 
est Carey,  landsman,  Potomac. 

J.  H.  AULICK,  Captain. 

Lnited  Slates  Steamer  jyJississippi, 

Ofl'  Vera  Cruz,  March  26,  1847. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  1 proceeded  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  24th  insl.  to  the  naval  battery 
opposite  Vera  Cruz,  with  detachments  from  this  ship, 
the  Potomac,  Raritan,  Albany,  and  St.  Mary’s,  under 
th*  officers  named  in  the  accompanying  list,  and  re- 
lieved Captain  Aulick  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command. 

The  breastworks  having  been  much  broken  down 
in  the  cannonade  of  the  Jay,  the  night  was  passed  in 
repairing  them  by  Lieutenant  Tower,  United  Slates 
engineers,  and  his  party,  from  whom  1 received  great 
assistance.  Shortly  before  sunrise  of  the  25th,  the 
enemy  having  opened  his  fire  upon  us  from  four  of 
his  batlei  ies,  an  active  cannonade  was  returned  by 
ui,  and  continued  without  interruption  until  half 


past  two,  p.  m.,  when  they  were  silenced.  Two  bat- 
teries on  their  left  subsequently  turned  their  fire 
towards  us;  but  on  our  briskly  returning  it,  they  also 
ceased  firing,  and  about  half-past  three  p.  m.,  our 
ammunition  being  expended,  the  cannonade  ceased 
on  our  part. 

I cannot  too  highly  commend  the  zeal,  courage, 
and  activity  displayed  by  every  officer  and  man  un- 
der my  command;  and  I regret  that  the  efficient  ser- 
vice which  they  rendered  should  have  been  attended 
with  the  loss  of  one  officer,  Midshipman  T.  B.  Shu- 
brick,  and  one  seaman,  J.  Williamson,  killed,  and 
three  slightly  wounded.  The  admirable  conduct  of 
Midshipman  Shubrick,  down  to  the  moment  of  his 
fall,  whilst  pointing  a gun  on  the  enemy,  occasioned 
me  the  more  to  lament  his  loss.  He  was  a young 
officer  of  great  merit  and  promise,  and  had  he  lived, 
must  have  become  an  ornament  to  his  profession  and 
country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAYO,  Captain. 

To  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  commanding  Home 

Squadron. 

List  of  officers  engaged  at  the  naval  battery  on  the  25lh 
March,  1847, 

Lieutenants,  Simon  B.  Bissell,  Raphael  Semmes, 
John  De  Camp,  Charles  Stedman,  Jas.  M.  Frailey, 
and  James  S.  Biddle;  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  Wm. 
C.  Shuttleworih;  Assistant  Surgeon,  James  Hamil- 
ton; Acting  Master,  T.  M.  Crossan;  Passed  Midship- 
men, R.  M.  Cuyler,  William  Nelson,  and  Peter 
Wager;  Midshipmen,  T.  B.  Shubrick,  Joseph  B. 
Smith,  C.  T.  Andrews,  A.  H.  Waring,  J.  H.  Upshur, 
and  S.  McGaw.  Respectfully, 

J.  MAYO,  Captain  Comd’g. 
To  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  commanding  Home 

Squadron. 

List  of  vessels  comprising  the  flotilla  of  the  Gulf  squetdron, 
March  22,  1847. 

United  States  steamer  Spitfire,  Commander  J.  Tat- 
nall. 

United  States  steamer  Vixen,  Commander  J.  R. 
Sands. 

United  States  gun-boat  Bonita,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding F.  G.  Benham. 

United  States  gun-boat  Reefer,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding J.  S.  Sterett. 

United  States  gun-boat  Petrel,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding T.  D.  Sliaw. 

United  States  gun-boat  Falcon,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding J.  J.  Glasson. 

United  Stales  gun-boatTampico,  Lieut.  Command- 
ing Wm.  P.  Griffin. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
To  the  Hon.  Jno.  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

United  Stales  Steamer  Mississippi, 

Off  Sacrificios  Island,  March  23,  1847. 

Sir:  1 regret  to  announce  the  loss  of  the  steamer 
Hunter,  the  particulars  of  which  disaster  are  de- 
tailed in  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieutenant  Me 
Laughiin. 

I had  arrived  a few  hours  before,  and  fortunately, 
from  the  admirable  qualities  of  this  ship,  was  ena- 
bled to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  three  vessels 
ashore,  the  moment  at  early  dawn  I discovered  their 
distress,  though  it  was  blowing,  at  the  time,  a gale. 

1 he  boats  of  this  vessel,  under  the  special  charge 
of  Captain  Mayo,  who  volunteered  his  service,  and 
commanded  respectively  by  Lieuts.  Decamp,  Alden, 
and  Blunt,  and  Passed  Mid.  Faunlleroy,  happily  res- 
cued every  one,  more  than  sixty  in  number,  from 
the  wrecks. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 

United  Slates  Steamer  Mississippi, 
Anchorage  near  Vera  Cruz,  March  26,  1847. 

Sir:  1 am  writing  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  heavi- 
est northers  I ever  experienced.  Twenty-three  raer 
chant  vessels  have  already  gone  ashore  since  morn- 
ing, many  of  them  with  army  stores  and  munitions. 

The  vessels  of  the  squadron  have  so  far  held  on. — 
The  loss  of  life  1 fear  will  he  great.  This  is  the 
third  norther  we  have  had  since  I look  command, 
five  days  since,  and  we  have  had  thirty  wrecks. 

I write  this  in  anticipation  of  the  early  Sailing  of 
the  Princeton,  fearing  1 should  not  have  time  in  the 
morning.  Both  the  Raritan  and  Potomac  have  had 
vessels  across  their  hawsers.  1 am  ignorant  of  the 
extent  of  damage  done  to  these  vessels,  but  notice 
that  the  Raritan  has  her  fore  and  .sprilsail  yard  car 
ried  away. 


We  have  parted  one  of  our  chains,  and  have  not 
yet  recovered  our  anchor. 

It  would  seem  to  me  veiy  necessary  that  we  should 
have  a spare  chain  and  anchor  for  each  class  of  ves- 
sels. They  can  easily  be  put  upon  one  of  the  islands. 
Several  boats  have  been  lost  in  the  gale,  one  actual- 
ly blown  from  the  davits  of  the  ship;  not  less  than  ten 
small  boats  are  absolutely  necessary  to  our  wants; 
the  common  iron  fastened  whale  boat,  such  as  are 
made  in  New  London  or  New  Bedford,  costing  from 
$50  to  $60,  will  answer  very  well,  and  they  can  al- 
ways be  purchased  ready  made. 

Sp.ars  of  assorted  kinds  are  also  wanted.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  frame  for  the  hospital,  to  be  erected, 
and  one  or  more  sheds  will  soon  arrive.  We  may 
soon  anticipate  much  sickness,  and  the  rainy  season 
is  fast  approaching.  The  Ohio  and  Mississippi  are 
the  only  vessels  arrived  of  all  those  expected;  ami  I 
have  all  day  been  fearing  that  the  former  would 
not  hold  on.  The  steamers  are  not  in  so  much  dan- 
ger, as  they  all  work  their  wheels  and  propellers. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  FERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

P.  S.  We  are  already  in  want  of  Manilla  haw- 
sers; those  received  at  Norfolk  being  tarred;  four 
hawsers  were  in  use  to-day  in  this  ship.  One  mer- 
chant vessel  is  partly  riding  by  us. 


United  Slates  flag  ship  Mississippi, 

At  anchor  near  Vera  Crus,  March,  29,  1847. 

Sir:  It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction  I announce  to 
you  that  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of  San 
Juan  de  Ulloa  were  this  day  occupied  by  garrisons 
of  United  Slates  troops.  Detachments  from  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  with  the  flotilla,  were  in  motion  early 
in  the  morning,  and  the  American  colors  were  hoist- 
ed on  the  forts  of  the  city  and  castle  at  12  o’clock, 
under  a simultaneaus  salute  from  all  the  large  ves- 
sels of  the  squadron. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  M.  C.  PERRY, 

Commanding  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1 P.  M.,  March  29, 

Within  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa. 

I write  this  within  the  castle.  The  batteries  in 
the  city  are  now  saluting.  The  American  flags  are 
already  hoisted  on  two  forts  of  the  city.  'I'he  Ame- 
rican colors  will  be  next  displayed  on  the  castle. 

M.  C.  PERRY. 


VESSELS  LOST  NEAR  VERA  CRUZ. 

We  place  by  themselves  Uie  list  ol  the  vessels  lost 
near  Vera  Cruz,  by  the  two  norlhtrs  which  vvrou'Tit 
such  destruction. 

Editorial  Correspondence  of  the  Picayune. 
Camp  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  27,  1847, 

I send  you,  enclosed,  a list  of  the  vessels  ashore — 
the  most  correct  I can  obtain  at  present.  What 
number  of  vessels  will  be  totally  lost  it  is  impossible 

to  say,  but  many  of  them  will  doubtless  be  got  off. 

The  gale  has  entirely  abated  but  the  surf  still  runs 
high.  Here  is  the  list: 

Camp  Wbshinglon,  March  28. 

LIST  OF  VESSELS  ASHORE  UNDER  SACRIFICIOS. 

Brig  Caroline,  Capt.  Sutton— Gov’nl.  stores — bilged. 
Brig  Mary  Ann,  do  do 

Schr.  Sear — Sutler’s  stores — total  loss. 

Schr.  Phebe  Eliza,  Capt.  Howard— Gov’nt.  stores 

right  bad  situation. 


Schr.  Louisa,  Capt.  Smith — gov’nl.  stores,  total  loss. 
Schr.  Eleanor,  Capt.  Drew,  do  do 

Schr  Sea  Nymph,  do  do 

Schr.  Monitor,  Capt.  Hurd,  do  do 

Schr.  Blanch  E.  Sayre,  do  do 

Schr.  Harriet  Smith,  Capt.  Williamson,  do  do 
Schr.  Corinne,  do  do 

Barque  Mopang,  Capt.  Bookear,  do  do 

Schr.  Ella,  Capt.  Smith,  do  do 

Biig  Will,  Capt.  Decker,  do  do 

Schr.  Oscar  Jones — Gov’t,  stores — ofl’ in  a few  days. 
Schr.  H.  Walker,  do  total  loss. 

Schr.  A.  J.  Horton,  do  bilged. 

Schr.  Teconic,  do  do 

Brig  Orion,  Capt.  Randall — bilged. 

Schr.  Mary  Priam,  Capt.  Joline — gov.  stores,  bilged. 
Schr.  Pacific,  Capt.  Micks,  do  do 

Schr.  Volesco,  do  do 

Herm.  brig  Ellen  & Clara,  do  doubtful. 

Brig  Othello,  do  total  loss 

Ship  Diadem — dismasted. 

Schr.  Enterprise,  do 
Schr.  Caroline — total  loss. 

NORTH  OF  THE  CASTLE. 

Brigs  J.  Peterson;  John  Potter;  Pensacola;  herm. 
brig,  name  uiiknovi'D. 
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Prospects  of  peace.  We  have  been  permitted  to 
peruse  several  private  letters,  of  a very  late  date,  from 
the  city  of  Mexico,  written  by  persons  of  the  highest 
respectability,  and  whose  sources  of  information  are 
ample.  Ti  ey  state  as  a matter  of  positive  certainty,  that 
negotiation's  for  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
.Mexico  are  under  advi.sement,  and  that  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna,  who  was  hourly  expected,  would  be  the 
signal  for  the  commeneemetit  of  overtures.  These  ad 
vices  are  similar  to  those  received  at  the  north,  and  to 
which  several  of  the  journals  in  that  quarter  have  given 
publicity.  The  outgivings  of  the  northerti  press  on  this 
subject  were,  however,  little  more  than  conjecture.  Our 
opinions  are  based  upon  more  reliable  information. 

[iVeio  Orleant  Times  April!. 

From  Gen.  Tatlor.  After  an  inefifeclual  pursui^t 
of  Gen.  Urrea,  with  a force  of  about  1000  men.  of 
w hich  150  were  cavalry,  General  Taylor  returned 
to  Saltillo.  He  was  close  upon  Urrea  at  Marin,  but 
he  escaped. 

The  impression  at  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande 
was  that  Gen.  Taylor  would  push  on  to  San  Luis. — 
This  is  inferred  from  disordering  so  much  traspor- 
talion  to  be  sent  forward.  Col.  Hamtramck  was  at 
Camargo  at  the  last  accounts  Every  thing  was  quiet 
there,  and  on  the  river  at  the  Brazos. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Picayune  writing  from  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  31st  March,  says — 

“A  Frenchman  has  just  arrived  from  the  city  of  Mexico, 
whoreporis  that  there  are  notone  thousand  armed  men, 
all  told,  on  the  road  from  this  to  the  capital.  He  says 
there  were  nine  guns  in  position  at  Puente  Nacional,  but 
only  sixty  men  to  serve  them.” 

General  Quitman’s  brigade  left 'Vera  Cruz  on  ihe  3Ist 
March,  lor  Alvenulo.  He  has  with  him  the  S.  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama  regiments.  He  also  has  an  ar- 
tillery force  with  him,  Capt.  Sieptoe’s  battery,  I am  in- 
formed. One  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  open  a road 
from  whence  mules,  horses  and  supplies  for  the  army 
may  be  procured 

The  frigate  Potomac,  sloops  of  war  John  Adams,  Al- 
bany, and  St.  Mary’s;  die  steamers  Mississippi,  Vixen, 
and  Spitfire,  and  other  small  vessels,  sailed  the  same 
morning  for  the  same  place. 

General  Twiggs,  with  his  division  was  to  march  for 
Puente  Nacional  on  the  31st  March.  General  Worth, 
who  was  acting  as  governor  cf  Vera  Cruz,  would  follow 
with  another  division  in  lour  or  five  days. 

Amongst  the  passengers  on  the  Alabama  were  Gen. 
.Tesup,  quartermaster  general,  major  Allen,  major  San- 
ders, captains  Bwartvvout  and  Bow.e;  lieuts.  Hawkins, 
Whitall,  Meade,  Van  Vlit,  Dobbins  and  Petigrue,  of  the 
army;  and  lieuis.  Drayton,  Hooe,  and  McLaughlin,  of 
Ihe  navy. 

Presidential,  1348 — A very  distinct  movement  in 
favor  of  General  Taylor,  ‘ Old  Rough  and  Ready,"  for 
this  elevated  station  has  been  manifested  since  the  vic- 
tory of  Buena  Vista  relieved  the  public  anxiety  for  the 
fate  ol  the  army  which  he  commanded  on  that  oceasion. 
He  has  already  been  nominated  in  various  places,  and 
notonlyhavea  numberof  the  public  journals,  (mostly 
whig,)  placed  his  name  at  the  head  of  their  columns  as 
their  favori'e  caiididaie  for  the  station,  but  several 
new  journals  have  been  started,  and  others  are 
announced,  expressly  to  advocate  his  election.  The 
Delaware  Journal  we  observe  has  at  the  head  of  its  co- 
lumns the  name  of  John  M.  Clayton,  for  the  Vice  Pre- 
sidency, under  that  ol  General  Zachary  Taylor,  for 
the  presidency,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  a naiiona! 
convention.  The  whig  members  of  the  legislature  of 
Iowa,  before  the  close  ol  the  late  session  in  that  state  held 
a meeting,  and  were  the  first  of  state  delegations  to 
name  General  Taylor  as  a candidate  for  the  next  presi- 
dency. 

Since  his  name  has  become  semen  hat  conspicuous  as 
a candidate,  we  find  some  of  the  adminisiraiioii  journals 
claiming  General  Taylor  as  a ‘‘democrat’’ — and  insisting 
that  he  has  always  been  opposed  to  the  ‘‘Hartford  Con- 
vention Federalists.” 

'The  New  York  Sun,  for  instance  says-' — ‘‘General 
Taylor,  it  is  said,  is  a democrat  instead  of  a whig;  his 
brother  is  one  of  the  oldest  democratic  republicans  in 
Kentucky,  and  the  General  himself  joined  the  army  in 
the  Iasi  war  with  England,  when  Henry  Clay  and  he 
were  both  prominent  democrats.” 

'The  Baltimore  Sttn,  of  the  lOih  instant,  in  reference 
to  the  above,  says: 

‘‘If  we  mistake  not,  General  Taylor  will  be  found  by 
the  political  schemers  of  the  present  day  to  be  a man  of 
true  political  indepeiiilence,  free  from  all  party  malevo- 
lence and  iincharitableness,  a man  of  good  judgment  and 
eiiaight-forward  honesty,  who  will  neither  oppose  or 
support  a public  measure  because  it  emanates  from  one 
party  or  Uieiothcr,  but  selecting  the  wheat  from  the  chaff, 
look  to  the  promotion  of  his  country’s  interest  and  pros- 
perity as  paramount  to  that  of  party.  General 'I'aylor 
prides  himself  in  being  an  “American,”  in  a political  as 
well  as  a national  point  of  view — a true  follower  of 
Gen.  Washington.’’ 

We  observe  numerous  paragraphs  in  admininistra- 
tion  journals  of  the  same  character. 

'Whig  journals  respond  by  saying,  that  Gen.  I'aylor, 
is  exactly  the  kind  of  ‘‘democrat”  that  suits  their  taste, 
and  are  willing  to  demonstrate  their  confidence  by  vo- 
ting for  him  for  the  next  presidency. 


It  is  possible  that  General  Taylor  may  have  so  won 
upon  the  confidence  of  the  American  people  by  the 
admirable  qualities  rapidly  developed  in  his  recent  event- 
ful campaigns,  and  by  bis  unassuming  course,  as  to 
distance  at  once  all  the  competitors  for  the  presidential 
chair,  and  furnish  the  rare  example  of  being  elected  by 
acclamation. 

A report  found  its  way  this  week  into  some  of  the 
public  journals  in  rather  an  imposing  form  though  no 
doubt  totally  unauthorized,  that  Mr  Calhoun  had  de- 
termined to  decline  the  proffered  support  of  bis  friends 
for  the  presidency,  and  recommended  them  to  support 
General  Taylor  for  that  office.  Alluding  to  said  rumor, 
the  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce remarks: 

“Looking  to  the  names  of  those  who  were  promi- 
nent in  the  late  Taylor  meeting  in  New  Orleans,  it 
would  appear  that  both  tvhigs  and  democrats  were 
likely  to  take'up  General  Taylor.  The  feeling  here- 
about, among  men  of  both  parties,  is  strongly  in  his 
favor.  Gen.  Taylor  will  will  not  probably  consent 
to  be  a candidate.  He  is  utterly  careless,  as  his 
friends  tell  us,  of  any  such  distinction.  But,  as 
Lowndes  said,  the  presidential  oflBce  is  “neither  to 
be  solicited  or  declined.’’  There  is  no  authentic 
account,  I believe,  of  its  ever  haring  been  “de- 
clined.” 

The  vvhigs  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
assembled  on  Saturday  evening  last  to  ratify  the  no- 
minations of  the  stale  convention  recently  held  at 
Harrisburg.  The  Hon.  John  Sergeant  presided,  as- 
sisted by  a large  number  of  Vice  Presidents.  After 
a series  of  resolutions  approving  the  action  of  the 
slate  convention  had  been  adopted,  the  following, 
offered  by  Charles  Gilpin,  Esq.,  were  also  adopted 
by  acclamation: 

Ifliereas,  The  eyes  of  the  nation  are  fixed  on  Ma- 
jor General  Zachary  Taylor,  and  the  heart  of  the 
country  beats  high  at  the  contemplation  of  the  deeds 
of  chivalrous  valor  performed  by  him  and  his  com- 
rades in  arms  at  Palo  Alto,  Resaoa  de  la  Palma, 
Monterey  and  Buena  Vista — 

And  IVhereas,  he  has  been  denounced  on  the  floor 
of  congress  by  prominent  members  of  the  present 
national  administration,  at  the  very  moment  he  was 
honorably ,Ivigorously, [and  successfully  sustaining  our 
country  abroad,  because  of  his  attachment  to  whig 
principles,  and  it  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  all 
good  citizens,  and  more  especially  the  duty  of  all 
good  and  patriotic  Whigs  of  the  Union  to  manifest 
in  every  proper  form  their  approval  of  his  principles, 
and  of  his  glorious  career  as  an  American  General. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  and  gratitude 
of  the  country  arc  eminently  due  to  Major  General 
Zachary  Taylor,  his  officers  and  soldiers,  for  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  they  have  sustained  the 
honor  of  our  country,  and  carried  the  stars  and  stripes 
triumphantly  through  so  many  well  fought  fields  to 
brilliant  victory. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  commend  him  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  snd  cordial  support  of  our  fellow 
countrymen,  and  in  the  name  of  the  democratic 
whig  citizens  ofthe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
do  name  and  nominate  him  as  the  candidate  of  the 
great  democratic  whig  party  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  presidency  of  these  United  States,  and  avow 
our  determination  to  submit  and  support  his  name 
and  his  claims  for  the  approval  of  our  democratic 
whig  brethren  of  the  Union,  in  national  convention 
hereafter  to  be  assembled. 

I'he  meeting  was  addressed  by  the  Hon.  R.  J.  In 
gersoll,  E.  J.  Morris,  and  other  prominent  men  of 
the  party.  In  the  course  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Hon.  John  Sergeant,  he  observed: 

‘■  Thus  in  eleven  months  Genral  Taylor  has  be- 
come an  historical  characler;  and,  with  an  uncon- 
scious modesty,  he  has,  with  his  sword  and  his, pen, 
written  his  own  history — so  that  it  forms  one  ol  the 
brighesl  episodes  in  the  annals  of  the  United  Slates 
since  the  days  of  Washington.” 

LATEST  FROM  THE  ARMY  AND  FROM  MEXICO. 

The  ship  and  the  steamer  Alabama,  both  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  9lh  bring  Vera  Cruz  dales  to  the 
1st. — Tampice  to  the  3d,  Brazos  to  the  4th  mst., 
and  files  ol  city  of  Mexico  papers  to  tie  25lh,  ex- 
cept those  from  the  18ih  to  the  23d— which  are 
wanting. 

Santa  Anna  arrived  at  the  capital  from  San  Luis 
Polosi,  on  tho  22d,  and  was  probably  received  vvitli 
open  arms  by  all  parties.  The  particulars  were 
published  in  the  papers  not  received.  Those  of  the 
24tli  contain  an  account  of  his  induction  into  the 
presidential  chair,  to  which  the  congress  had  some- 
timesince  elected  him,  and  his  inaugural  speech  upon 
the  occasion.  On  taking  the  oath  of  olfice,  Santa 
Anna  said — 

‘‘1  am  all  for  my  conntry,  and  shall  ever  serve  it, 
without  thinking  what  it  may  cost  me  to  do  that 
which  the  nation  desires  I should  do.  1 have  enter- 
ed upon  the  supreme  magistracy  because  I have  seen 
that  it  was  the  sole  legal  means  of  terminating  the 


disturbances  of  this  capital,  and  because  I believe 
I shall  thus  be  able  to  facilitate  the  prosecu* 
lion  of  the  war,  and  to  save  the  iedependenee  and 
honor  oi  Mexico,  which  I wish  to  present  unsullied 
and  brilliant  to  the  world  which  is  beholding  us.” 

Gomel  Farias  of  course  retired  from  the  execu- 
tive chair  to  his  station  as  vice  president.  General 
Pena  y Barragan  remains  at  the  head  of  the  military- 
affairs  at  the  capital.  The  report  of  Salas  having 
been  shot,  it  seems  was  got  up  by  some  of  the  Farias 
faction.  They  all  appear  to  rally  under  Santa 
Anna.  The  church  party  is  said  to  have  joined  him, 
the  Archbishop  agreeing  to  advance  him,  $5,000,000 
to  enable  him  to  “drive  the  barbarians”  out  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Kendall  writes  to  the  Picayune  on  the  2J 
from  Vera  Cruz  that  “Santa  Anna  is  said  to  have 
allied  himself  with  the  parly  of  Farias,  and  to  be 
determined  to  support  the  war  at  the  expense  ofthe 
Church.” 

The  cabinet  of  Santa  Anna  is  composed  of  D.  Ma- 
riano Otero,  minister  of  foreign  affairs;  D.  Juan 
Rondero,  of  the  treasury,  D.  Francisco  Suarvey 
Triarly,  of  Justice,  and  D.  Jose  Ignacio  Gutierrez, 
of  war. 

The  latest  dates  received  at  the  capital  from  Vera 
Cruz  were  to  the  evening  of  the  24th,  at  which  time 
the  Vera  Cruzanos  seemed  to  claim  a victory  over 
the  Yankees,  and  were  in  hopes  of  being  successful 
throughout  the  whole  affair.  Santa  Anna , had  order- 
ed several  detachments  of  troops  to  march  immedi- 
ately to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  assist  the  besieged. 

New  York  City  Election  — The  annual  charter 
election  held  on  the  13lh  instant,  resulted  in  favor  6f 


the  whigs  by  decided  majorities. 

For  Alayor — Brady,  whig,  20,871 

Brownell,  adna.,  19,136 


Whig  majority,  1,735 

For  Commissioner — Taylor,  whig,  18,271 

Leonard,  adm.,  10,997 


Talor’s  majority,  7.274 


Aldermen — 11  Whigs,  6 Administration,  and  1 Na 
live  American,  elected. 

Assistants — 12  Whigs  and  6 Administration  candi- 
dates elected.  “The  native”  vole,  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed 1300. 

The  general  result  was  rather  unexpected.  At 
the  November  election,  Wright’s  (adm.)  majority 
over  Young,  (whig)  for  governor,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  was  5,146,  and  at  the  election  for  mayor  a 
year  ago,  the  administration  candidate  had  a majo- 
rity of  6,962. 

I’he  result  can  hardly  be  claimed  by  the  whigs  as 
indicating  a whig  majority  in  the  city  to  such  an 
extent  as  the  returns  would  indicate. 

The  administration  party  had  gieat  difificulty  in 
making  their  nominations,  and  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  party  were  so  displeased  with  ibe  ulti- 
mate decision  at  Tammany  Hall,  that.they  refused  to 
support  the  nomination.  The  question  at  the  parly 
meetings,  was  between  the  incumbent  in  office,  Mr. 
Mickle,  and  Brownell.  Mr.  Mickle  was  opposed 
by  ibe  ultras  ofthe  party— the  “vote  yourselfa  farm” 
section,  the  anti-renters — and  all  those  who  took 
exceptions,  to  his  rigid  performance  of  the  duties  of 
his  ofiice  whilst  in,  instead  of  lending  himself  and 
the  influence  of  his  station  to  party  purposes  exclu- 
sively. After  a long  and  warm  contest  Mr.  Mickle, 
and  others  named  by  his  friends  were  outvoted,  and 
a candidate  of  their  ow'n  complexion  was  nominated 
by  the  majority  of  the  party.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, after  warmly  supporting  the  re-nomination  of 
Mr.  Mickle,  finding  Mr.  Brownell  nominated  on  the 
lOlh  inst.  and  said — 

“The  election — NextToesday.  Shall  this  city 
be  governed  by  a mob  or  by  order  and  law?  Shall 
we  descend  from  the  honorable  rank  which  we  are 
entitled  to  hold  as  the  most  populous  and  we-althy 
city  on  the  western  continent  and  take  our  place,  on 
the  score  of  virtue  and  decency;  below  the  meanest? 

* » * * Be  assured,  fellow  citizens, 

there  is  not  a toper,  a gambler,  a pimp,  or  a scamp 
of  any  sort  among  us  who  will  not  rejoice  if  Brow- 
nell should  be  elected  Mayor,  because  under  his  ad-' 
ministration  they  will  expect  to  practice  their  vices 
without  restraint,  and  even  with  some  degree  of  pub- 
lic countenance.  Whoever  else  may  be  inuctne  .m 
Ihe  present  occasion,  these  men  will  not  be.  'I  hey 

will  strain  every  nerve  to  secure  the  election  of 
Brownell;  and  as  he  has  received  the  nomination  o f 
the  Democratic  Convention,  though  to  the  great  dis- 
satisfaction and  disgust  of  the  belter  portion  of  the 
parly  he  is  sure  to  be  elected  unless  the  friends  of 
order  make  a grand  rally  in  favor  of  Brady,  forget- 
ting for  a moment  the  distinctions  of  party,  at  least 
so  far  as  this  one  officer  is  concerned,  and  giving  a 
lesson  of  wisdom  to  politicians  which  will  beremeia- 
bered  in  future  years.” 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Have  we  yet  “conquered  a peace?”  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  details  inserted  in  this  number  of  the 
Register,  that  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Mexican 
Republic  is  in  possession  of  the  United  States  forces. 
The  “insurrections”  near  Santa  Fe,  and  in  the  Califor- 
nias,  are  suppressed.  Chihuahua  is  occupied  by  the 
forces  under  Col.  Doniphan.  The  army  assembled 
by.  Santa  Anna  has  been  nearly  demolished  by  Gen. 
Taylor,  'yie  vallcj  of  tlic  Riu  Grande  is  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  latter,  and  he  is  preparing  to  march 
upon  San  Louis  Potosi.  Vera  Cruz  is  nearly  de- 
molished also,  and  the  United  States’  flag  waves  over 
the  battlements  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa.  Alvarado, 
Tampico,  neaily  every  Mexican  port  upon  the  Gulf 
and  upon  the  Pacific,  is  in  our  possession,  and  a U. 
States  tariff  fixes  the  duties  of  Mexican  trade — 
Gen.  Scott  with  a selected  army  of  fi  om  thirteen  to 
twenty  thousand  men  well  provided  is  on  the  march 
for  “the  halls  of  Montezuma.”  Meantime  the  cen- 
tre of  that  empire  is  the  scene  of  one  political  volcanic 
eruption  after  another,  which  scarcely  leaves  any 
party  or  faction  one  day  in  power.  Inevitable  de- 
struction seems  to  await  the  nation. 

And  yet  we  have  no  distinct  indications  from  thence, 
of  a submission.  The  impression,  however,  has 
gained  rapidly  upon  public  opinion  in  this  country 
within  the  last  three  weeks,  .that  a peace  cannot  be 
far  distant.  The  strongest  proof  we  have  of  this,  is 
the  avidity  with  which  the  U.  State  loan  of  eighteen 
millions  has  been  'sought  for  by  capitalists,  a race  of 
men  who  invariably  contrive  to  ferret  out  the  utmost 
that  is  to  be  known  or  depended  upon,  whenever  they 
are  about  to  adventure  heavy  speculations.  They 
unquestionably  believed,  whe  i they  made  proposals 
they  did  for  the  loan,  that  a peace  was  near  at  hand. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  opinions,  and  all  kinds  of 
rumors  too,  alloat,  in  regara  to  questions  at  issue. 

On  one  had,  the  loan  is  no  sooner  negotiated,  tlian 
the  announcement  is  made  that  government  have 
called  upon  the  states  for  six  thousand  volunteers,  to 
proceed  to  Mexico.  We  see  it  mentioned  in  various 
directions  that  governors  have  received  requisitions 
accordingly. 

Signor  Atocha.  We  have  been  looking  anxiously 
for  an  official  or  semi-official  notice  in  the  govern- 
ment organ  at  Washington,  in  relation  to  the  reported 
mission  of  Mr.  Atocha,  which  furnished  the  letter 
writers  for  the  daily  journals  with  a theme,  one  of 
wliich  letters  we  inserted  a few  weeks  since.  Late 
Mexican  papers  conlam  a number  of  articles  in  re- 
lation to  propositions  which  they  say  Mr.  Atocha 
■Wijis  sent  by  our  government  to  submit  either  to  their 
government,  or  to  the  most  prominent  Mexicans — 
We  had  prepared  some  of  these  for  insertion,  when 
yesterday’s  “Union”  arrived,  with  a notice  on  the 
subject.  It  says — 

“We  feel  ourselves  authorised  to  say,  that  Signor 
Atocha  was  not  invested  with  “the  high  dignity  of 
an  American  plenipotentiary”  nor  with  any  diplo- 
matic character  whatever.  He  was  merely  the  bearer 
of  a despatch  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity he  faithfully  performed  his  duty.” 

Don  Jose  Robira  of  Yucata.n.— Tlie  New  Orleans 
Della,  had  inserted  an  article  in  which  the  employment 
ol  Mr.  Atocha  was  severely  censured,  as  well  as  the  re- 
rogiiitiun,  by  our  covernment,  of  Do.'i  Jose  Robira,  "as 
the  accredited  agent  and  representative  of  the  soi-distant 
independent  state  of  Yucatan.”  The ‘Union’ contradicts 
any  such  recognition,  “any  ihouglils  being  entertained 
on  the  part  of  government  of  recoauising  the  independ 
ence  of  Yucatan, — and  denies  llieir  liaving  any  contracts 
wiili  that  government. 

N.  D.  Trist  Esq.  chief  clerk  of  the  slate  department, 
we  are  now  told  by  those  same  veritable  Wasliington 
letter  writers,  has  gone  \Mtli  impoitaiit  dcspalclies  to 
M exico.  The  letter  to  the  Boston  J’ust,  ibe  leading  ad- 
ministration journal  at  Boston,  says — 

“The  precise  character  of  “the  documents’’  is,  of 
course,  unknown,  but  it  is  rumored  that  Mr.  Trist  carries 
with  him  to  our  land  and  naval  commanders  in  Mexico 
ilie  definite  and  final  purposes  of  our  government,  both 
in  regard  to  the  furtlier  prosecution  of  the  war  and  tlie 
urospeciive  restoration  of  peace. 
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It  is  settled  beyond  all  doubt  or  peradventiire,  tlial  no 
new  proposal  to  negotiate  will  be  made  by  this  govern- 
ment, and  if  diplomalm  relations  are  to  l>e  restored,  the 
advance  must  he  made  by  Mexico.  Slie  has  once,  twice, 
thrice  rejected  the  propositions  of  onr  government  to 
cease  the  liloody  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  and  if  a more 
pacific  mode  of  adjustment  of  our  diffierences  is  tosuper- 
vene,  the  initiatory  step  must  be  taken  by  her. 

A similar  letter  to  llte  New  York  Journal  of  Coni- 
meree,  after  aniiouncitig  Mr-  Trist’.s  mission  adds; 

“The  overtures  which  have  now  pone  out  to  Mexico 
are  definite  in  their  character.  What  tliey  are,  con  only 
lie  conjectured.  But  as  to  the  boundary,  I will  venture 
a suggestion. 

“I  am  led  from  various  facts  and  circuni.siances  to  be- 
lieve tlini  the  boundary  line  now  proposed,  is  as  follows; 
From  tile  mouth  of  ilie  Rio  Grande,  westward  to  lake 
Parras;  northwnrd  thence  to  llte  Rio  Grande;  up  that  ri- 
ver to  latitude  thirty,  and  thence  westward  to  the  Pacific. 
The  advantages  ofthis  line  are,  that  it  inte/poses  natural 
barriers  between  the  two  countries,  for  a great  distance, 
and  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  a permanent  and  peaceful 
boundary.  It  is  a pretty  good  boundary,  a.ny  liow,  wlie- 
ther  tile  government  will  lake  it  or  not.  One  part  of  it 
commends  itself  to  everv  American,  and  lias,  I know, 
been  recommended  to  the  President,  viz:  tlie  lino  which 
gives  to  the  United  Slates  the  battle  grounds  of  Monterey 
and  Buena  Vista.” 

The  ‘Uninn’  of  the  22d  says,  “VVe  liave  seen  letters 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  tlie  5th  April,  inolii-ive,  wliich  stale 
that  tile  conflict  of  arms  between  the  rival  parties  in  the 
capital  has  ceased.  Santa  Anna  is  in  full  possession  of 
the  executive  authority,  and  vice  president  Farias  has 
resigned  or  been  expelled.  There  is  no  longer  an  op- 
posing party  in  arms.  It  is  reported  th  t all  the  intelii- 
gent,  wealthy,  and  sober  minded  citizens  of  the  capital 
and  else wliere  are  anxious  for  peace,  and  willing  to  yield 
to  us  as  the  basis  the  left  brnk  of  llte  Rio  Grande  and 
Upper  Calif  irnia.  It  is  said,  o.n  the  other  liaiid,  that  the 
popular  masses  are  in  favor  of  continuing  liostiliti»s.  Oir 
troops  were  about  to  advance  upon  the  National  bridge 
and  J.alapa,  (.30  and  00  miles,  respectively,  from  Vera 
Cruz.)  No  serious  resistance  was  expected  to  the  east 
of  Perote,  (90  miles  ) if  there. 

A Florida  claim,  A letter  from  Washington 
says — The  great  case,  which  Messrs.  Webster,  Dal- 
las, Berrien,  Gilpin,  and  T.  L.  Smith,  are  prosecut- 
ing before  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  wit:  the 
case  of  Sibbald  of  Florida,  who  claims  indemnifica- 
tion for  damages  incurred  in  the  Florida  war,  to  the 
extent,  as  one  of  his  advocates  inform  us,  of  $1,700,- 
000,  but  according  to  street  reports,  of  $2,700,000 — 
IS  still  undecided,  and  still  detains  Mr.  Webster,  and 
may  detain  him  a week  longer.  He  is,  however, 
anxious  to  get  olF  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and  may 
succeed.  But  a case  involving  a fee  of  $50,000  is 
not  to  be  abandoned  for  a holiday  excursion. 

[The  writer  has  allusion  to  the  visit  which  Mr. 
Webster  has  promised  to  make  to  the  south,  in  which 
direction  we  notice  preparations  for  receiving  him 
in  various  places  as  an  American  Statesman,  without 
regard  to  party  attachments. 

THE  eighteen  MILLION  LOAN. 

Wall  street  seems  to  be  sadly  in  the  dumps  at  be- 
ing out-manoeuvered  and  missing  a speculation,  no 
unusual  feeling  amongst  disappointed  applicants  for 
contracts. 

From  several  long  editorial  articles  insetted  in  the 
“Union”  this  week,  upon  the  subject,  we  learn  that 
Mr.  Walker,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  after 
the  failure  of  all  his  urgent  remonstrances  with 
congress,  to  induce  that  body  to  lay  duties  upon  tea 
and  coflee,  or  to  pass  his  amendatory  bill  to  the  re- 
venue  tariff  of  1846,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  ne- 
gotiate loans  to  any  advantage, — after  the  failure  of 
every  eflbrl,  “and  lie  did  his  best,”  the  Union  says, 
to  get  them  passed, — after  all  failed,  adds  the  Union, 
“Mr.  Walker’s  next  project  was,  the  American- 
Mexican  tariff,  a work  of  great  labor,  which  during 
a period  of  severe  illness,  against  tlie  remonstrance 
of  his  physicians,  Mr.  Walker  laboring  night  and 
day,  dictating  to  clerks  a good  part  of  the  lime, 
finislied  on  tlie  30th  of  March.  It  was  approved  by 
the  president  on  the  31st,  and  published  in  the 
Union  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  April.”  “That  mea- 
sure was  eminently  calculated  to  increase  and  en- 
hance the  bids,  and  in  that  official  report  thus 
publislied,  the  secretary  expresses  two  opinions 
of  great  importance; — 1st,  that  that  tariff  will  pro- 
duce a large  revenue, — the  largest  amount  of  reve- 


nue,"— and,  Mr.  Walker  adds,  “what  was  most  im- 
portant lo  enhance  the  loon;”  2d,  that  this  tariflf 
“will  hasten  the  conclusion  of  a just  and  honorable 
peace,” — will  “compel  Mexico  lo  restore  our  peace- 
ful relations,”  &c. 

We  liave  seen  it  somewhere  asserted,  that  the  ad- 
ministration calculated  that  the  receipts  from  Mr. 
Walker’s  Ameriran-Mexican  tariff  would  reach  from 
ten  lo  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  proba- 
bly an  exaggeration.  No  doubt  the  estimate  waa 
equal  in  amount  lo  wfiat  he  nrst  proposed  to  raiee 
by  a duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  or  subsequently  by  the 
modifications  he  proposed  in  our  existing  tariff.— 
With  this'  expedient  therefore,  it  is  manifest  from 
the  article  in  ilie  Union,  that  the  secretary  consider- 
ed that  he  was  going  into  market  for  a loan,  as  am- 
ply provided  as  if  congress  had  carried  out  his  re- 
commendations. 

That  representations  of  this  kind  influenced  ca- 
pitalists on  this  occasion,  is  claimed  by  the  Union  aa  • 
proof  of  Mr.  Walker’s  .superior  talents  for  the  im- 
portant station  he  occupies. 

In  respect  lo  the  receiving  and  opening  of  the 
bids,  and  assigning  the  contracts  for  the  loan,  much 
is  said  in  tlie  New  York  papers,  and  replied  to  by 
the  Union,  which  we  have  not  read,  and  do  not  in- 
tend to  read  or  trouble  our  readers  witli  any  further 
account  of,  than  to  say,  that  the  New  York  combin- 
ed bidders,  it  is  conceded,  proposed  to  Corcoran  & 
Riggs  to  join  with  them  in  making  their  bid,  and 
acquainted  tliem  with  the  terms  they  designed  to 
propose.  Not  satisfied  with  their  overtures,  Corco- 
ran & Riggs  sent  in  proposals  for  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  loan,  at  a fraction  above  the  New  York  bid, 
and  nearly  fifteen,  of  the  eighteen  millions,  was  as- 
signed lo  them.  They  are  now  selling  lo  the  New 
Yorkers  at  a hamlsome  profit. 

The  Virginia  Elections  look  place  on  Thursday 
the  22d.  The  first  announcement  by  the  Telegraph- 
ic line  just  extended  to  Ric  hmond,  was,  that  John 
Minor  Botts,  Esq.  was  elected  to  congress,  from 
that  district  by  a majority  of  500  votes.  Mr.  Pen- 
dleton, the  only  whig  representative  from  Virginia 
in  the  last  congress,  is  re-elected  from  tlie.  Loudon 
district.  No  conclusive  returns  from  any  other 
district. 

Railroad  iron.  Sir  John  Guest,  of  the  Dovvlai 
iron  works,  has  just  made  a contract  lo  supply  200,- 
000  tons  of  railroad  iron  at  £1Q  per  ton,  (amounting 
to  about  ten  millions  of  dollars.)  Three  years  ago 
the  same  iron  could  have  been  obtained  at  half  the 
price. 

The  same  firm,  Guest  & Co.,  have  contracted 
with  A.  S.  Gail,  for  1,600  tons  of  railroad  iron,  to 
be  shipped  from  Cardiff,  Wales,  for  the  St.  Law- 
rence  and  Allanlic  railroad. 

'f  he  iron  woik-c  at  Pembroke,  Maine,  owned  by 
Horace  Gray  & Co.  of  Boston,  are  new  manufac- 
turing railroad  iron  on  the  Mill  Dam,  Boston,  and 
are  erecting  another  laage  mill  at  South  Boston,  to 
cover  some  34  000  square  feet.  Their  iron  works 
at  Pembroke.  Maine,  heretofore  employed  in  rolling 
hoops  of  bar  iron,  has  been  fitted  up  for  working 
railway  bars,  and  now  turns  out  80  tons  of  rails  per 
week.  American  iron  is  said  lo  be  decidedly  supe- 
rior to  that  imported  from  Great  Britain  for  the 
purpose.  The  Portland  Advertiser  says:  “Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  the  best  quality  of  iron  hat 
been  the  most  economical  for  railway  uses  in  Eng- 
land, and  there  is  a difference  of  from  $5  to  $10  in 
tlie  price  of  the  dilferent  qualities  in  the  English 
market.  The  quotation  prices  for  export  are  for  the 
comnion  or  cheap  iron.  Ttie  manuiactiirers  of  rail- 
way iron  in  this  country  get  orders  readily  for  all 
they  can  turn  out  at  about  $7  per  ton,  above  the  pre- 
sent cost  of  importation.  This  is  owing  lo  the  su- 
perior quality  of  the  iron.” 

A PRINTING  press.  R.  M.  Hoc,  of  the  well  known 
firm  of  Hoe  & Co..  N.  York,  has  invented  and  just 
pul  into  operation,  at  the  office  of  the  Ledger,  Phil- 
adelpliia,  a printing  press  whicli  works  off  12,000 
fair  impressions  per  hour.  This  is  something  like 
keeping  up  with  tlie  magnetic  spirit  of  the  age.— 
Faust  might  start  Irom  his  quiet  grave  to  witness  an 
achievement  so  like  his  own  in  efl'eet.  We  want 
just  such  a press  for  the  National  Uegiseeii,  and 
suhscribeis  enough  to  keep  it  in  constant  operation. 
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Maryland  statistics. — Maryland  Penitenliary. — 
Present  total  number  of  males cnnv ids  confined  2(4. 
of  which  164  are  white,  100  colored;  of  female 
ronvicts  30,  of  which  7 are  white  and  23  colored. — 
Grand  total  304.  Mr.  Johnson  is  warden. 

Baltimore  city  and  county  Jail.  The  arrangement 
*nd  want  of  sufficient  number  of  apartments,  are 
matters  complained  of  by  the  grand  jury.  Mr.  Sol- 
lar»  has  charge  of  the  establishment. 

Baltimore  city  and  county  .dims  House,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  A.  I.  W.  jaekson,  is  spoken  very  fa- 
vorably of.  Mr.  Brown  has  the  management  of  the 
farm.  Every  thing  is  in  due  order.  There  are  in 
the  institution,, men  from  the  city,  97  while,  26  co- 
lored; ft’'  m the  county  19  white,  6 colored;  from 
elsewhere  64  white,  4 colored — total  180  w hite,  36 
colored — total  of  males  216.  Females  from  the  city 
143  white,  69  colored;  from  the  county  17  white; 
from  elsewhere  31  white,  5 colored  — total  of  fe- 
males 191  white,  74  colored — 265.  Children,  46 
white,  9 colored  from  the  city;  4 white,  1 colored 
from  the  county;  elsewhere  31  whites — total  of  chil- 
dren 84  while,  10  colored.  Grand  total  of  inmates 
572,  of  which  452  are  whites  and  120  colored. 

Deaths  during  the  week  ending  the  19th,  63,  of 
which  7 were  free  colored  and  4 slaves;  19  died  of 
consumption. 

Wisconsin. — Constitution  rejected.  Ji  convention, 
elected  a short  time  since,  according  to  law,  assem- 
bles for  the  purpose,  and  after  much  deliberation, 
agreed  upon  a form  of  government  for  the  state,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  territory  for  ap- 
proval or  rejection.  The  administration  party  had 
a large  majority  in  the  convention.  The  constitution 
which  they  framed,  amongst  other  things  provided 
fir — 

A judiciary  to  be  elected  by  the  perple. 

“A  homestead  exemption.” 

Totally  prohibited  banks  and  banking  in  the  state. 

Admitted  foreigners  who  had  resided  one  year  in 
the  state  to  role. 

Foreigners  not  in  the  territory  at  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  admitted  to  vote  upon  merely  de- 
claring their  intention  to  become  citizens,  and  swear- 
ing to  support  the  constitution. 

The  votes  of  the  people  on  the  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion of  said  constitution,  have  been  taken. 

The  people  reject  the  project  by  a very  large  ma- 
jority, some  7000  voles,  'rhe  east,  the  centre,  and 
the  west,  each  gave  decided  majorities  against  it. 

The  governor  has  issued  his  proclamation  con- 
vening the  legislsture  for  the  authorization  of  a new 
convention.  It  is  not  likely  however  that  the  state 
can  be  represented  now  in  the  next  congress. 
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“army  of  occupation.” 

We  had  a report  early  this  week,  brought  to  New 
Orleans  by  passengers  in  the  Henry  Long,  from  Bra- 
zos, thafGeneral  Taylor,  with  a detachment  of  his 
command,  had  a bloody  rencounter  with  the  Mexi- 
cans under  Gen.  Urrea,  and  was  again  victorious. 
The  report  was  contradicted  by  the  arrival  on  the 
11th  of  the  steamship  Telegraph.  The  Malamoros 
Flag  of  the  3d  April,  and  Monterey  Pioneer  of  the 
22d  March,  were  received.  Mr.  Paster,  one  of  her 
passengers,  left  Saltillo  on  the  22d  and  Monterey  on 
the  24th, — all  quiet.  Many  of  the  wounded,  Ame- 
ricans and  Mexicans,  were  dying  at  Saltillo. 

General  Urrea  kept  hovering  about  Col.  Curtis’ 
command.  General  Taylor  proceeded  from  Mon- 
terey with  a detachment,  desirous  of  cultivating  a 
better  acquaintance  with  him,  but  he  was  rather 
shy.  On  the  16th  Gen.  Taylor  met  the  division  of 
Col.  Curtis.  Ascertaining  that  Morales  had  concen- 
trated some  4,U00  Mexicans  near  Ramus,  General 
Taylor  started  in  that  direction,  and  followed  on 
from,  thence  as  far  as  Caidereta.  The  Mexicans 
retired,  precipitately  clear  over  the  mountains. — 
General  Taylor  returned  to  camp  near  Monterey , 
where  his  troops  were  enjoying  a respite  from  fa- 
tigue. Col.  Curtis’ regiment,  a fine  well  disciplined 
corps  of  Ohio  volunteers,  reached  Monterey  on  the 
ISlh. 

Six  companies  of  tho  1st  regiment  Virginia  volun- 
teers, under  Lieut.  Col.  Randolph,  arrived  on  the 
18th,  in  for  the  war,  and  already  disciplined— al- 
most. 

Capt.  Gray,  (Mustang  Gray.)  and  a parly  of  Texan 
Rangers,  had  left  Camargo  in  search  of  Canales, 
reported  to  be  at  the  village  or  rancho,  Caperera, 
20  miles  south  of  Cerralvo,  at  the  head  of  25U  Mex- 
icans. 

Major  Giddings  writes  from  Cerralvo,  March  10, 
telling  of  how  he  was  attacked  by  Urrea  and  Koma 
ra,  of  which  we  have  already  iniormed  our  readers: 


‘T  have  learned  from  a prisoner  of  mine,  (he  says,! 
that  Gen.  Urrea  was  slightly  v\onnded  incur  late 
battle — also,  that  Lieut.  Barbour  and  parly  are  pri- 
soners in  his  hands.  There  was  considerable  fiin 
and  fencing  on  that  memorable  Sunday,  of  which  1 
w ill  tell  yon  when  I return.  I expect  another  brush 
as  I come  up.  Col.  Curtis  has  loo  many  men  with 
him  to  anticipate  a fandango.”  His  loss  in  the  bat- 
tle, he  says,  was  iiv  all  15;  Mexicans,  by  their  own 
account,  45- 

Excerpts  from  the  Flag  of  the  3d  inst. 

The  Massachusetts  regiment.  This  fine  body  of 
troops,  save  two  companies,  are  now  in  Matamoros. 
They,  with  the  scholar-coloi.el,  are  looked  for  every 
day.  These  boys  from  the  land  of  pumpkins  are  a 
“great  people.” 

Camargo,  March  29,  1847.  A train  of  195  wagons 
starts  to  morrow  for  Monterey,  via  China,  It  is  to 
be  escorted  by  ten  companies  of  the  Virginia  regi- 
ment, six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  358  Texan  Ran- 
gers, the  whole  escort  being  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Hamiramck.  Gen.  Lamar,  with  his  command 
of  the  Texan  regiment,  is  going  to  Sabinas,  and 
thence  to  Monelova.  From  Monclova  they  will 
probably  go  to  Parras  and  Saltillo. 

Nearly  filled.  Rice  Garland’s  company  of  mount- 
ed riflemen  is  nearly  completed.  The  men  have  all 
been  accustomed  to  a frontier  life,  and  are  hardy, 
active,  and  enterprising.  Under  their  talented  and 
energetic  captain,  the  Judge,  they  will  be  ugly  cus- 
tomers to  meet  on  the  mountains  or  in  the  valleys 
intervening  between  this  and  the  proud  city  where 
once  revelled  the  Monteziimas. 

ARMT  OF  INVASION. 

Surrender  of  .Alvarado.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Edilh, 
Couillard,  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  6th,  and  arrived  at 
the  Balize  on  the  11th,  bringing  a confirmation  of 
the  account  brought  to  Mobile  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  St-  Mary's,  of  Lieut.  Hunter’s  operations  in  the 
steamer  Scourge. 

We  had  information  la't  week  of  a formidable 
detachment  under  Gen.  Quitman  having,  by  order 
of  Gen.  Scott,  marched  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  31st 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Alvarado,  and  that 
Com.  Perry,  in  command  of  a number  ol  the  li.ghl 
vessels  of  the  squadron,  was  proceeding  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  land  forces.  One  of  these  vessels,  the 
Scourge,  it  appears,  was  placed  under  command  of 
the  intrepid  Lieut.  Hunter. 

ll  appears  that  L<icut.  nuntei'  has  luo  aheoJ,  not 

only  of  the  army  on  shore,  but  of  the  rest  of  the 
squadron,  and  appropriated  the  whole  of  the  achieve- 
ment in  this  case  to  himself. 

The  Mobile  Journal  of  the  5th  inst.  says:  “We 
have  conversed  with  an  officer  of  the  St.  Mary’s 
from  whom  we  learn  the  following  gratifying  parti- 
culars of  the  capture  of  Alvarado  by  Lieut.  Hun- 
ter, commanding  the  steamer  Scourge.  From  our 
informant  we  learn  that  on  the  night  of  the  2d  inst., 
the  steamer  Scourge  appeared  before  the  town,  and 
fired  two  guns,  when  Lieut.  H summoned  the  au- 
thorities to  surrender.  The  Mexicans  w anted  lime, 
which  Lieut.  Hunter  refused  to  grant,  threatening 
at  the  same  time  that  if  the  demand  was  not  instant- 
ly complied  with,  he  W'ould  immediately  order  3,000 
troops  who  were  in  the  neighborhood,  to  enter  and 
halter  it  down.  The  authorities  yielded,  when  Lt. 
Hunter  took  possi-ssion  and  landed  a midshipman 
with  five  men,  while  the  Scourge  proceeded  up  the 
Alvarado  river  to  a small  town  ealled  TIacatalpan, 
which  was  also  surrendered  to  Lieut.  H.  without 
exchanging  a shot. 

“On  the  3d  inst.  Gen.  Quitman  arrived  with  the 
troops,  and  Ccm.  Perry  with  all  the  small  vessels 
of  the  squadron.  They  found  the  place  already 
under  the  American  flag.  About  800  Mexican  sol- 
diers, belonging  to  the  two  posts,  were  made  pri- 
soners.” 

By  the  Edith,  we  learn  in  addition,  that  the  in- 
land ports  of  TIacatalpan  nnd  Cosamoloapan,  situ- 
ated above  Alvarado,  surrendered  without  resist- 
ance, and  that  Com.  Perry  had  arrested  Lt.  Hunter 
for  disobeying  orders.  His  orders  were  to  blockade 
Alvarado;  he  bad  no  orders  to  capture  the  place. 

Com.  Perry  was  no  doubt  surprised  on  arriving  ofl' 
the  place,  at  finding  the  American  flag  already  flying 
upon  its  ramparts. 

On  the  5lh  inst.  Col.  Harney,  in  command  of  the 
2d  dragoons  and  a delachmeut  from  Gen.  Tw  iggs’ 
division,  took  possession  of  Antigua,  capturing  one 
officer  and  eight  Mexican  lancers. 

The  army  was  to  move  on  the  7th  inst.  in  the  di- 
lection  of  Jaiapa  by  divisions,  Geu.  Twiggs  leading 
the  advance,  followed  by  Gen.  Patterson  with  vo- 
lunteers, and  Gen.  Worth,  uiih  the  first  division  of 
regulars,  bi  iiiging  up  the  rear,  i he  liealth  o/  the 
army  so  far  was  good. 

The  U.  S.  steamships  Virginia,  McKim,  and  Eu- 
dora,  were  lelt  at  anchor  near  the  castle  of  San 


Juan  de  Ulna — the  Eudora  soon  to  leave  for  the  U. 
Stales. 

Mr.  Kendall  informs  us  in  a postscript  to  one  of 
his  letters  that  Com.  Perry  is  about  starting  » ith  all 
his  vessels  with  the  intention  of  rapUiring  every 
city,  town,  and  port  on  the  entire  Mexican  roast. 

The  very  last  report  at  Vera  Ciuz  was  that  Santa 
Anna  would  dispute  the  passage  of  our  troops  to 
Mexico  with  an  army  of  20,000  rr.en,  but  it  was  an 
indefinite  rumor  to  which  Mr.  Kendall  attached  lit- 
tle importance. 

A general  post  office  has  been  established  for  tho 
benefit  of  the  arnriY,  and  for  the  despatch  of  letters 
and  papers  to  the  United  Slates. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  at  the  taking 
of  Vera  Cruz  w as,  of  the  army,  ten  killed  and  forty- 
seven  wounded;  of  the  navy,  one  officer  and  seve,n 
sailors  and  marines  killed  and  wounded. 

Vera  Cruz.  April  S,  1847.  Colonels  Kinney  and 
Banks,  with  Capt.  Merrill’.s  company  of  2d  dragoons, 
returned  last  evening  from  a scum  in  me  jieighhor- 
hood  of  Mango  de  Clavo.  The  country  is  full  of 
cattle;  but  they  are  described  as  extremely  wild, 
and  difficult  either  to  catch  or  drive.  Some  plan 
will  be  contrived  to  bring  them  over. 

I have  another  report  in  relation  to  Santa  Anna. 

I heard  it  stated  confidently  this  morning  that  ho 
had  advanced  as  far  as  Puebla  this  way;  that  he  was 
positively  coming  on  to  Jaiapa;  and  that  he  would 
raise  as  many  volunteers  as  he  pleased.  What  he 
intended  on  do  at  Jaiapa — whether  to  fight  or  to 
attempt  to  negotiate  a peace — is  not  staled.  1 give  ' 
this  as  the  last  rumor  up  to  this  moment — 8 o’clock 
A.  M. — before  1 close  this  letter  another  may  reach. 

1 saw  Senor  Arrangoiz,  the  former  Mexican  consul 
at  New  Orleans,  a night  or  two  since.  He  had  just 
arrived  from  Havana  and  had  received  a permit  to 
proceed  to  towards  Mexico.  He  fankly  told  me  he 
did  not  think  his  countrymen  in  the  least  inclined  to 
make  peace  with  the  United  States. 

COMMODORE  PERRT’s  OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CAP- 
TURE OF  ALVARADO. 

Under  this  caption  the  Wasliington  “Union”  pub- 
lishes what  we  suppose  to  be  but  extracts  from  the 
despatch  received  at  the  department  on  the  2Ulh— 
having  reached  Pensacola  on  the  13ih  by  the  sloop 
of  war  St.  Mary’s.  9'he  document  as  published  it 
will  be  seen,  says  nothing  whatever  of  the  manner 
of  the  capture,  nor  does  it  name  the  officers  to  whom 
Alvarado  surrendered. 

Alvarado  had  a population  of  about  1,600. 

United  States  Flag -Ship  Mississippi, 
Anchorage  Anton  Lizardo,  April  4,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  inform  Uie  department' 
that  iminedialely  after  the  surrender  of  Vera  Cruz, 
Gen.  Scott  and  myself  concerted  measures  for  taking 
possession  of  Alvarado. 

Although  it  was  not  expected  that  any  defence 
would  be  made,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  strong 
detachments,  both  ol  the  army  and  navy,  should  be 
employed,  in  view  of  making  an  imposing  demou- 
slralion  in  that  direction. 

The  southern  brigade  under  Gen.  Quitman,  was  de- 
tached for  this  duty,  and  the  naval  movements  were 
directed  personally  by  myself. 

Gen.  Quitman  took  up  his  line  of  march  this 
morning,  on  his  return  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  1 left  for 
this  anchorage  to  arrange  an  expedition  to  the 
north;  Captain  Mayo,  with  a small  naval  detachment, 
being  placed  in  command  of  Alvarado  and  its  depen- 
dencies, in  which  may  be  embraced  the  populous 
town  of  Tiacotalpam,  situated  about  twenty  miles 
up  the  river. 

In  this  expedition  1 have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
become  acquainted  with  Gen.  Quitman  and  many  of 
the  officers  of  his  command,  ana  have  been  gratified 
to  observe  a most  cordial  desire,  as  well  with  them 
as  with  the  officers  of  the  navy,  to  foster  a courteous 
and  efficient  co-operation.  # # # • * 

'J'tie  enemy,  belore  evacuating  the  place,  burnt  all 
the  public  vessels,  and  spiked  or  buried  most  of  the 
guns;  but,  those  that  were  concealed  have  been  dis- 
covered, and  1 have  directed  the  w hole  number— 
about  sixty — either  to  be  destroyed  or  shipped,  with 
ilie  shot,  on  board  the  guii  boats,  as  they  may  be 
lound  ol  sufficient  value  to  be  removed. 

Willi  great  respect,  1 have  tlie  honor  to  be  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron, 

The  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  ol  the  navy 
Wastiiiigion,  U.  C. 

VICTORIES  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Lieut.  Gray,  U.  S.  navy,  reached  Baltin. ore  on 

the  22d  from  Jamaica,  having  come  overland  from 
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ths  Pacific  to  Chagres,  and  from  thence  to  Jamaica. 
He  proceeded  immedialeiy  to  Washington,  with 
despatches  from  Com.  Stockton. 

Lieut.  Gray  furnishes  the  foilowing  memoran- 
dum of  occurrences:  ‘‘On  the  8th  of  January  last, 
Coro.  Stockton  with  400  seamen  and  marines,  60 
dismounted  dragoons,  and  the  same  number  of  rifle- 
men, under  Col  Kearny,  (who  volunteered  to  go 
with  Com.  S ) met  the  enemy  with  700  artillery  and 
dragoons,  on  the  banks  of  the  -‘San  Gabriel.”  The 
commodore  pushed  his  force  forward,  and  crossed 
the  river  in  the  face  of  a plunging  fire  from  the 
Mexican  battery.  The  seamen  dragging  six  pieces 
of  artillery  through  the  water,  (their  pieces  having 
been  transported  by  the  seamen  140  miles  from  the 
ships)  under  Lieut.  Tilghnian,  of  Baltimore,  charg- 
ed up  the  heights,  dislodging  and  taking  the  Mexi- 
can battery. 

‘‘On  the  9th,  Gen.  Flores  again  made  a stand  on 
the  plains  of  ‘‘iMesa,’  and  another  severe  action  took 
plnoe.  The  American  arms  were  again  triumphant. 
The  Mexican  cavalry  charged  repeatedly  on  the 


seamen,  who  met  them  in  squads,  armed  with  the 
ship’s ‘‘boarding  pikes” — the  dismounted  riflemen  in 
the  centre — dealing  out  destruction  wi  h their  un- 
erring weapons.  The  American  loss  was  16  killed 
and  wounded.  Lieut.  S.  C.  Rowan  was  the  only 
officer  wounded,  and  that  slightly.  None  killed. — 
The  Mexican  loss  is  about  90  killed. 

•‘It  is  believed  that  if  Col.  Fremont  had  been  able 
to  have  joined  Com.  S.  in  season,  with  his  mounted 
riflemen,  Flores,  with  his  whole  force,  w'ould  have 
been  captured.  Com.  S.  refused  to  negotiate  with 
Flores,  but  sent  him  word  that  if  he  were  taken  he 
would  be  shot  as  a rebel.  Flores  soon  after  surren- 
dered to  Col.  Fremont — who  was  not  aware  ol  Com. 
S.  having  declined  to  negotiate  with  him.  Flores 
has  promised  to  become  a lawful  subject  of  the  U. 
States,  and  to  assist  in  quelling  the  rebellion.” 


ATTACK  ON  PUEBLA  DE  LOS  ANGELOS  — SURRENDER  OF 
GENERAL  FLORES. 

Ascertaining  that  Gen.  Flores  with  700  men  was 
posted  at  Angelos,  an  expedition  was  set  on  foot 
with  a view  of  taking  him  and  re-taking  that  place. 
Six  hundred  men  belonging  to  the  squadron,  includ- 
ing Capt.  Gallispie’s  California  volunteers,  were 
furnished  by  Com.  Stockton.  Captain  Turner  and 
Lt.  Davidson,  the  only  surviving  officers  that  came 
through  with  Gen.  Kearny,  commanded  tlie  dra- 
goons, and  the  whole  under  me  comuiaiiU  of  General 
Kearny,  marched  from  San  Diego  on  the  29lh  Dec. 

The  incidents  of  this  expedition  as  related  by 
Lieul.  Gray,  are  given  above. 

Col.  Fremont.  Whilst  the  above  expedition  was 
in  progress,  Col.  Fremont  with  400  men  was  ad- 
vancing on  llie  same  point  from  Monterey.  It  ap- 
pears itiai  both  Andros  Pico  and  Gen.  Flores  sur- 
reiideied  to  him. 


GENERAL  TAYLOR’S  DETAILED  REPORT 
OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

Headquarters,  Armt  of  Occupation, 
4/Viiewn,  March  6,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a delaiied  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command, 
which  resulted  in  the  engagement  of  Buena  Vista, 
the  repulse  of  the  .Mexican  army  and  the  re-occupa- 
tion  of  this  position. 

The  information  which  reached  me  of  the  advance 
and  concentration  of  a heavy  Mexican  force  in  my 
front,  had  assumed  such  a probable  form,  as  to  in- 
duce a special  exaiiiinstion  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  pickets  to  ascertain  its  correctness.  A small 
party  of  Texan  spies,  under  Major  McCulloch,  des- 
patched to  the  hacienda  of  Eucarnscion,  30  miles 
from  this,  on  the  route  to  San  Luis  Poiosi,  liad  re- 
ported a- cavalry  force  of  unknown  strength  at  that 
place.  On  the  20th  of  February  a strong  reconnois- 
sance  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  May  was  despatched 
to  the  hacienda  of  Hedionda,  while  Major  McCul- 
Joh  made  another  examination  of  Encarnacion.  The 
results  of  these  expeditions  left  no  doubt  th.at  the 
enemy  was  in  large  force  at  Encarnacion  under  the 
orders  of  General  Santa  Anna,  and  that  he  medi- 
tated a forward  movement  and  attack  upon  our  po- 
sition. 

As  the  Camp  of  Agua  Nueva  could  be  turned  on 
eiiher  flank,  and  as  the  enemy's  force  was  greatly 
superior  to  our  own,  particularly  in  the  arm  of  ca- 
Tslry,  i determined,  after  much  consideration,  to 
lake  up  a position  about  eleven  miles  in  rear,  and 
there  await  the  attack.  The  army  broke  up  its  camp 
and  marched  at  noon  on  the  21si,  encamping  at  the 
new  position  a little  in  front  of  the  hacienda  of  Bue- 
na Vista.  With  a small  force  I proceeded  to  Saltil- 


lo to  make  some  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
defence  of  the  town,  leaving  Brig.  Gen.  Wool  in  the 
immediate  command  of  the  troops. 

Before  those  arrangements  were  completed  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d.  I was  advised  that  the  enemy 
was  in  sight,  advancing.  Upon  reaching  the  ground 
it  was  found  that  his  cavalry  advance  was  in  our 
front,  having  marched  from  Encarnacion,  as  we  have 
since  learned,  at  11  o'clock  on  the  day  previous,  and 
driving  in  a mounted  force  left  at  Agua  Nueva  to 
cover  the  removal  of  public  stores.  Our  troops  were 
in  position,  occupying  a line  of  remarkable  strcnglli. 
The  road  at  this  point  becomes  a narrow  defile,  tlie 
valley’  on  its  right  being  rendered  quite  impractica- 
ble for  artillery  by  a system  of  deep  and  impassable 
gullies,  while  on  the  left  a succession  of  rugged 
ridges  and  precifiilotis  ravines  extends  far  back 
towards  the  mountain  which  bounds  the  valley.  'The 
features  of  tlie  ground  were  such  as  nearly  to  parn 
lyze  the  artillery  and  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  while 
his  infantry  could  not  derive  all  the  advantage  of  its 
numerical  superiority.  In  this  position  we  prepared 
to  receive  him.  Captain  Washington’s  battery  (4ll 
artillery)  was  posted  to  command  the  road,  while 
the  1st  and  21  Illinois  regiments  under  Cols.  Hardin 
and  Bissell,  each  eight  companies,  (to  the  latter  of 
which  was  attached  Capt.  Conner’s  company  of  Tex- 
as volunteers,)  and  the  2d  Kentucky  under  Colonel 
McKee,  occupied  the  crests  of  the  ridges  on  the  left 
and  in  rear.  The  Arkansas  and  Kentucky  regiments 
of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Cols.  Yell  and  H.  Mar- 
shall, occupied  the  extreme  left  near  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  while  the  Indiana  brigade,  under  Briga- 
dier General  Lane,  (composed  of  the  2J  and  3d  re- 
giments under  Colonels  Bowies  and  Lane,)  the  Mis- 
sissippi riflemen  under  Colonel  Davis,  the  stjuadrons 
of  the  1st  and  2d  dragoons  under  Captain  Steen  and 
Lieut.  Col.  May,  and  the  light  batteries  of  Captains 
Sherman  and  Bragg,  3d  artillery,  were  held  in  re- 
st r/e.  At  11  o’clock  1 received  from  General  Santa 
Anna  a summons  to  surrender  at  discretion;  which 
with  a copy  of  my  reply,  1 have  already  transmitted. 
The  enemy  still  forbore  his  attack,  evidently  w-ailing 
for  the  arrival  of  his  rear  columns,  which  could  be 
distinctly  seen  by  our  look  outs  as  they  approacl  ei 
the  field.  A demonstration  made  on  his  left,  cau^el 
me  to  detach  the  2J  K ntucky  regiment  and  a sec- 
tion of  artillery  to  our  right,  in  which  position  they 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Mexican  light  troops  had  en- 
gaged ours  on  the  extreme  left,  (composed  of  parts 
of  the  Kentucky  and  Arkansas  cavalry  dismounted, 
and  a rifle  battalion  from  the  Indiana  brigade  under 
Major  Gorman,  the  whole  commanded  by  Col.  Mar- 
shall,) and  kept  up  a sharp  fire,  climbing  the  moun- 
tain side,  and  apparently  endeavoring  to  gain  our 
flank.  Three  pieces  of  Capt.  Washington’s  battery 
had  been  detached  to  the  left,  and  were  supported 
by  the  2J  Indiana  regiment.  An  occasional  shell 
was  thrown  by  the  enemy  into  this  part  of  our  line, 
but  without  eflect.  The  skirmislifiig  of  the  light 
troops  was  kept  up  w ith  trifling  loss  on  our  part  until 
dark,  when  1 became  convinced  that  no  s.enous  at 
tack  would  be  made  before  the  morning,  and  return- 
ed with  the  Mississippi  regiment  and  squadron  of  2d 
dragoons  to  Saltillo.  The  troops  bivouacked  without 
fires,  and  laid  upon  their  arms.  A body  of  cavalry, 
some  1,500  strong,  had  been  visible  all  day  in  rear 
of  the  town,  having  entered  the  valley  through  a 
narrow  pass  east  of  the  city.  This  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Miiion,  had  evidently  been  thrown 
in  our  rear  to  break  up  and  harrass  our  retreat,  and 
perhaps  make  some  attempt  against  the  town  if  prao- 
licable.  The  city  was  occupied  by  four  excellent 
companies  of  Illinois  volunteers  under  ftlaj.  Warren 
of  the  1st  regiment.  A field  work,  which  command- 
ed most  of  the  approaches,  was  garrisoned  by  Capt. 
Webster’s  company,  1st  artillery,  and  armed  witli 
two  24-pound  howitzers,  while  the  train  and  head- 
quarter camp  was  guarded  by  two  companies  Missis 
sippi  riflemen  under  Capt.  Rogers,  and  a field-piece 
commanded  by  Capt.  Siiover,  3d  artillery.  Having 
made  these  dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the 
rear,  I proceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  23J  to  B le- 
na  Vista,  ordering  forward  all  the  other  available 
troops.  The  action  had  commenced  before  my  arri- 
val on  the  field. 

During  the  evening  and  night  of  the  221,  the  ene 
my  had  inro.in  a body  of  ligtit  troops  on  ine  inoun 
tain  side,  with  the  purpose  of  outflanking  our  left; 
and  it  was  here  that  the  action  of  the  23d  commenc- 
ed at  an  early  hour.  Our  riflemen  under  Colonel 
Marshall,  who  had  been  leinl'oiccd  by  thiee  compa- 
nies under  Major  Trail,  2J  Illinois  volunteers,  main- 
tained their  ground  handsomely  against  a greatly  su- 
perior force,  holding  tliemselves  under  cover,  and 
using  their  weapons  with  deadly  eflect.  About  8 
o’clock  a strong  demonstration  was  made  against  the 
centre  of  our  position,  a heavy  ooluiun  moving  along 
the  road.  This  force  was  soon  dispersed  by  a few 


rapid  and  well  directed  shots  from  Captain  Wash- 
ington s battery.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was 
concentrating  a large  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
under  cover  of  the  ridges,  with  the  obvious  iblention 
of  forcing  our  left,  which  was  posted  on  an  exten- 
sive plateau. 

The  2d  Indiana  and  2d  Illinois  regiments  formed 
this  part  of  our  line,  the  former  covering  three  pie- 
ces of  light  artillery,  under  the  orders  of  Capiaio 
O’Brien— Brigadier  General  Lane  being  in  the  im- 
mediate command.  In  order  to  bring  his  men  within 
eficciive  range,  General  Lane  ordered  the' artillery 
and  ‘21  Indiana  regiment  forward.  The  artillers 
advanced  within 


n musket  range  of  a heavy  body  of 
Mexican  infantry,  and  was  served  agaiu.st  it  with 
great  elTccl,  but  without  being  able  to  check  its  ad- 
vance. The  infantry  ordered  to  its  support  had  fallao 
back  in  disorder,  being  exposed,  as  well  as  the  bat- 
tery, not  only  to  a severe  fire  of  small  arms  from  the 
(ront,  but  also  to  a murderous  cross  fire  of  grape  and 
canister  from  a Mexican  battery  on  the  left.  Capt 
0;Brien  found  it  impossible  to  retain  his  position 
without  support,  but  was  only-  able  to  withdraw  two 
of  his  pieces,  all  ihe  horses  and  cannoneers  of  the 
third  piece  being  killed  or  disabled.  The  2d  Indian* 
regiment,  which  had  fallen  back  as  stated,  could  not 
be  rallied,  and  took  no  further  part  in  ihe  action  ex- 
cept a handful  of  men,  who,  under  its  gallant  Col, 
Bowles,  joined  the  Mississippi  regiment,  and  did 
good  service,  and  those  fugitives  who,  at  a later  pe- 
riod in  the  day,  assisted  in  defending  the  train  and 
depot  at  Buena  Vista.  This  portion  of  our  line  har- 
ing given  way,  and  the  enemy  appearing  in  over- 
whelming force  against  our  left  flank,  the  light  troops 
winch  had  rendered  such  good  service  on  the  moun- 
tain, were  compelled  to  withdraw,  which  they  did 
lor  the  most  part,  in  good  order.  Many,  however’ 
were  not  rallied  until  they  reached  the  depot  at 
Buena  Vista,  to  the  defence  of  which  they  aflerwardi 
contributed. 

Col.  Bissell’s  regiment,  (2d  Illinois,)  which  had 

been  joined  by  a seeiiou  of  Capt.  Sherman’s  batterr 
had  become  completely  outflanked,  and  was  comi 
pelieu  to  fail  back,  being  entirely  unsupported  The 
enemy  was  now  pourim-  masses  of  infantry  and  car- 
airy  along  the  base  of  the  mountain  on  our  left  and 
was  gaining  our  rear  in  great  force.  At  this' mo 
ment,  1 arrived  upon  the  field.  The  Mississippi  rel 
giment  had  been  directed  to  the  left  before  reaching 
the  position,  and  immediately  came  into  actiot 
again.l  tlie  Mexican  infantry  which  had  turned  our 
flank.  The  21  Kentucky  regiment  and  a section  of 
artillery  under  Capt.  Bragg,  had  previously  been  or- 
dered  Irora  the  right  to  reinforce  our  left,  and  arrivVj 
at  a most  opportune  moment.  That  regiment  and 
a portion  ol  the  1st  Illinois,  under  ColoLl  Hardin^ 
gallantly  drove  the  enemy,  and  recovered  a portion 
of  the  ground  we  had  lost.  The  batteries  of  CapU 
Sherman  and  Bragg  were  in  position  on  the  plateau' 
and  did  much  execution,  not  only  in  front,  but  par! 
ticularly  upon  the  masses  which  had  gained  our  rear 
Discovering  that  the  enemy  was  heavily  pressi.r 
upon  the  Mississippi  regiment,  the  3i  Indiana  re^i. 
nnent,  under  Col  Lane,  was  despatched  to  strengthen 
that  part  of  our  line,  which  formed  a crotchet  n«r 
pendicular  to  the  first  line  of  battle.  At  the  sam« 
lime  Lieut.  Kilburn,  with  a piece  of  Capt. 
battery,  was  directed  to  support  the  infantry  iher* 
engaged.  I he  action  waa  for  a long  time  warmi, 
sustained  at  that  point— the  enemy  makin*’  sav.r.i 
efTortsboth  with  infantry  and  cavalry  agtinst  ouj 
line,  and  being  always  repulsed  with  heavy  Joss  r 
had  p'aced  all  the  regular  cavalry  and  Capt  Pike', 
squadron  of  Arkansas  horse  under  the  order.  r.. 
Lieut.  Col.  May,  with  directions  to  hold  in  check  th* 
enemy’s  column,  still  advancing  to  tha  rear  alone  h« 
base  of  the  mountain,  which  was  done  in  coniunrt  «n 
with  theKeiilucky  and  Arkansas  cavalry  underCo?. 
Marshall  and  Yell,  In  the  meantima  our^  whiih 
was  still  strongly  threatened  by  a superior'  tbrla 
was  further  strengthened  by  the  detachment  of  Cant 
Bragg’s,  and  a portion  of  Capt.  Sherman’s  batteriw 
to  that  quarter.  The  concentration  of  artillery  fir* 
upon  the  masses  of  the  enemy  along  the  base  of  th* 
mountain,  and  the  determined  resistance  offered  br 
the  two  regiments  opposed  to  them,  had  created 
eonfusion  in  their  ranks,  and  soma  of  the  corns  at 
tempted  ^ eflect  a retreat  upon  their  main  line  of 
battle.  The  squadron  of  .He  1st  dragoons  under 
Lieut.  Rucker,  was  now  ordered  up  the  deep  ravin, 
which  these  retreating  corps  were  endeavoring  to 
cross  111  order  to  charge  and  disperse  them  The 
squadron  proceeded  to  the  point  indicated,  but  could 
not  accomplish  the  object,  being  exposed  to  a heavr 
fire  from  a battery  established  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
those  corps.  While  the  squadron  was  deianhed  on 
this  service,  a large  body  ol  Ihe  enemy  was  observed 
to  concentrate  on  our  extreme  left,  apparently  with 
the  new  of  making  a descent  upon  the  hacienda  of 
Buena  \ uta,  where  our  tram  and  baggage  were  fle- 
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posited.  Lieut.  Col.  May  was  ordered  to  the  support 
of  that  point,  with  two  pieces  of  Capt.  Sherman’s 
battery  under  Lieut.  Reynolds.  In  the  meantime 
the  scattered  forces  near  the  hacienda,  composed  in 
part  of  Majors  Trail  and  Gorman’s  commands,  had 
been  to  some  extent  organized  under  the  advice  of 
Major  Munroe,  chief  of  artillery,  with  the  assistance 
of  Major  Morrison,  volunteer  staff,  and  were  posted 
to  defend  the  position.  Before  our  cavalry  had 
reached  the  hacienda,  that  of  the  enemy  had  made 
its  attack,  having  been  handsomely  met  by  the  Ken 
tucky  and  Arkansas  cavalry  under  Cols.  Marshall 
and  Yell.  The  Mexican  column  immediately  divided, 
one  portion  sweeping  by  the  depot,  where  itreceived 
a destructive  fire  from  the  force  which  had  collected 
there,  and  then  gaining  the  mountain  opposite,  under 
a fire  from  Lieut.  Reynold’s  section,  the  remaining 
portion  regaining  the  base  of  the  mountain  on  our 
left.  In  the  charge  at  Buena  Visla,  Col.  Yell  fell 
gallantly  at  the  head  of  his  regiment;  we  also  lost 
Adj’t  Vaughan,  of  the  Kentucky  cavalry — a young 
officer  of  much  promise.  Lieut.  Col.  May,  who  had 
been  rejoined  by  the  squadron  of  the  1st  dragoons  and 
by  portions  of  the  Arkansas  and  Indiana  troops  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Roane  and  Maj.  Gorman,  now  approach- 
ed the  base  of  the  mountain,  holding  in  check  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy,  upon  whose  masses,  crowd- 
ed in  the  narrow  gorges  and  ravines,  our  artillery  was 
doing  fearful  execution. 

The  position  of  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  army 
which  had  gained  our  rear  was  now  very  critical, 
and  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  it  could  regain  the 
main  body.  At  this  moment  I received  from  Gen. 
Santa  Anna  a message  by  a staff  officer,  desiring  to 
know  what  I wanted.  I immediately  despatched 
Brig.  Gen.  Wool  to  the  Mexican  general  in  chief, 
and  sent  orders  to  cease  firing.  Upon  reaching  the 
Mexican  lines,  Gen.  Wool  could  not  cause  the  ene- 
my to  cease  their  fire,  and  accordingly  reiurned 
without  having  an  interview.  The  extreme  right 
of  the  enemy  continued  its  retreat  along  the  base 
of  the  mountain,  and  finally,  in  spite  of  all  our  ef- 
forts, effected  a junction  with  the  remainder  of  the 
»rroy. 

During  the  day  the  cavalry  of  Gen.  Minion  bad 
ascended  the  elevated  plain  above  Saltillo,  and  occu- 
pied the  road  from  the  city  to  the  field  of  battle, 
where  they  intercepted  several  of  our  men.  Ap- 
proaching the  town,  they  were  fired  upon  by  Capt. 
Webster  from  the  redoubt  occupied  by  his  company, 
and  then  moved  off  towards  the  eastern  side  of  the 
valley,  and  obliquely  towards  Buena  Vista.  At  this 
time,  Capt.  Shover  moved  rapidly  forward  with  his 
piece,  supported  by  a miscellaneous  command  of 
mounted  volunteers,  and  fired  several  shots  at  the 
cavalry  with  great  effect.  They  were  driven  into 
the  ravines  which  lead  to  the  lower  valley,  closely 
pursued  by  Capt.  Shover,  who  was  further  support- 
ed by  a piece  of  Captain  Webster’s  battery,  under 
Lieut.  Donaldson,  which  had  advanced  from  the  re- 
doubt, supported  by  Captain  Wheeler’s  company  of 
Illinois  volunteers.  Ttie  enemy  made  one  or  two 
efforts  to  charge  the  artillery,  but  was  finally  driven 
back  in  a confused  mass,  and  did  not  again  appear 
upon  the  plain. 

In  the  meantime,  the  firing  had  partially  ceased 
upon  the  principal  field.  The  enemy  seemed  to 
confine  iiis  efl'oris  to  the  protection  oi  bis  artillery, 
and  1 tiad  left  the  plateau  for  a moment,  when  I was 
recalled  thither  by  a very  heavy  musketry  fire.  On 
regaining  that  position,  1 discovered  that  our  infantry 
(Illinois  and  2d  Kentucky)  had  engaged  a greatly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy — evidently  his  reserves 
— and  that  they  had  been  overwhelmed  by  numbers. 
The  moment  was  most  critical.  Capt.  O’Brien,  wiili 
two  pieces,  had  sustained  this  heavy  charge  to  the 
last,  and  was  finally  obliged  to  leave  his  guns  on  the 
field — his  infantry  support  being  entirely  routed. — 
Capt.  Bragg,  who  had  just  arrived  from  the  lelt,  was 
ordered  at  once  into  battery.  Without  any  infantry 
to  support  him,  and  at  the  imminent  risk  of  losing 
his  guns,  this  officer  came  rapidly  into  action,  the 
Mexican  line  being  but  a few  yards  from  the  muzzle 
of  his  pieces.  'I’he  first  discharge  of  canister  caused 
the  enemy  to  hesitate,  the  second  and  thiro  drove 
him  back  in  disorder,  and  saved  the  day.  The  2d 
Kentucky  regiment,  which  had  advanced  beyond 
supporting  distance  in  this  affair,  was  driven  back 
and  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Taking 
a ravine  which  led  in  the  direction  of  Capt.  Wash- 
iiiglon’s  battery,  their  pursuers  became  exposed  to 
bis  fire,  which  soon  checked  and  drove  thei.i  back 
wi.h  loss.  In  the  mean  lime,  the  rest  of  our  artillery 
had  taken  position  on  the  plateau,  covered  by  the 
Mississippi  and  3d  Indiana  regiments,  the  former  of 
which  had  reached  the  ground  in  lime  to  pour  a fire 
into  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  contri- 
bute to  his  repulse.  In  this  last  conllicl  we  had  the 
niisiorlune  to  sustain  a very  heavy  loss.  Colonel 
klBidin,  1st  llliooii,  and  Colonel  McKee,  and  Lieu- 


tenant Colonel  Clay,  2nd  Kentucky  regiments,  fell  | 
at  this  time,  while  gallantly  heading  their  com- 
mands. 

No  further  attempt  was  made  by  the  enemy  to 
force  our  position,  and  the  approach  of  night  gave 
an  opportunity  to  pay  proper  attention  to  the  wound- 
ed, and  also  to  refresh  the  soldiers,  who  had  been 
exhausted  by  incessant  watchfulness  and  combat. — 
Though  the  night  was  severely  cold,  the  troops  were 
compelled  for  the  most  part  to  bivouack  without 
fires,  expecting  that  morning  would  renew  the  con 
flict.  During  the  night  the  wounded  were  removed 
to  Saltillo,  and  every  preparation  made  to  receive 
the  enemy  should  he  again  attack  our  position.  Se- 
ven fresh  companies  were  drawn  from  the  town,  and 
Brigadier  General  Uaishall,  who  had  made  a forced 
march  from  the  Rinconada,  with  a reinforcement  of 
Kentucky  cavalry  and  four  heavy  guns,  under  Capt. 
Prentiss,  1st  artillery,  was  near  at  hand,  when  it  was 
iliscovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position 
during  the  night.  Our  scouts  soon  ascertained  that 
he  had  fallen  back  upon  Agua  Nueva.  The  great 
disparity  of  numbers,  and  the  exhaustion  of  our 
troops,  rendered  it  inexpedient  and  hazardous  to  at- 
tempt pursuit.  A staff  officer  was  despatched  to 
General  Santa  Anna  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  which  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  the 
following  day.  Our  own  dead  were  collected  and 
buried,  and  the  Mexican  wounded,  of  which  a large 
number  had  been  left  upon  the  field,  were  removed 
to  Saltillo,  and  rendered  as  comfortable  as  cirenm- 
stances  would  permit. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26tb,  a close  reconnoissance 
was  made  of  the  enemy’s  position,  which  was  found 
to  be  occupied  only  by  a small  body  of  cavalry,  the 
infantry  and  artillery  having  retreated  in  the  direc- 
tion of  San  Luis  Potosi.  On  the  27ih,  our  troops 
resumed  their  former  camp  at  Agua  Nueva,  the  ene- 
my’s rear  guard  evacuating  the  place  as  we  ap- 
proached, leaving  a considerable  number  of  wounded. 
It  was  my  purpose  to  beat  up  his  quarters  at  Inear- 
nacion  early  the  next  morning,  but  upon  examina- 
tion, the  weak  condition  of  the  cavalry  horses  ren- 
dered it  unavailable  to  attempt  so  long  a march  with- 
out water.  A command  was  finally  despatched  to 
Lncarnacion,  on  the  1st  of  March-,  under  Colonel 
Belknap.  Some  two  hundred  wounded,  and  about 
sixty  Mexican  soldiers  were  found  there,  the  army 
having  passed  on  in  the  direction  of  Matehuala, 
with  greatly  reduced  numbers,  and  suflering  much 
from  hunger.  The  dead  and  dying  were  strewed 
upon  the  road  and  crowded  the  buildings  of  the  ha- 
cienda. 

The  American  force  engaged  in  the  action  of  Bue- 
na Vista,  is  shown,  by  the  accompanying  field  report, 
to  have  been  334  officers,  and  4,425  men,  exclusive 
of  the  small  command  left  in  and  near  Saltillo.  Of 
this  number,  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  and  three 
batteries  of  light  artillery,  making  not  more  than  453 
men,  composed  the  only  force  of  regular  troops. — 

I he  strength  of  the  Mexican  army  is  staled  by  Gen. 
Santa  Anna,  in  his  summons,  to  be  20,000;  and  that 
esliuiate  is  confirmed  by  all  the  information  since 
obtained.  Our  loss  is  267  killed,  456  wounded,  and 
23  missing.  Of  the  numerous  wounded,  many  did 
not  require  removal  to  the  hospital,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a comparatively  small  number  will  be  perma- 
nently disabled.  The  Mexican  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  1,500,  and  vvill 
probably  reach  2,000.  At  least  500  of  their  killed 
were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle.  We  have  no 
means  of  ascei  taming  the  number  of  deserters  and 
dispersed  men  Irum  their  ranks,  but  it  is  known  to  be 
very  great. 

Our  loss  has  been  especially  severe  in  officers, 
twenty-eight  having  been  killed  upon  the  field.  We 
have  to  lament  ihe  death  ofCaptain  George  Lincoln, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  serving  on  the  staff  of 
General  Wool — a young  officer  of  high  bearing  and 
approved  gallantry,  who  fell  early  in  the  action. — 
No  loss  falls  more  heavily  upon  the  army  in  the 
field  than  that  of  Cols.  Hardin  and  McKee  and  L'. 
Co'.  Clay.  Possessing  in  a remarkable  degree  the 
confidence  of  their  commands,  and  the  last  two  hav- 
ing enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a military  education,  1 
had  looked  particularly  to  them  for  support  in  case 
ue  met  the  enemy.  1 need  not  say  that  their  zeal 
in  engaging  the  enemy,  and  the  cool  and  steadfast 
courage  with  which  iney  maintained  their  posi- 
tions during  the  day,  fully  realized  ray  hopes,  and 
caused  me  to  feel  yet  more  sensibly  Uieir  untimely 
loss. 

I perform  a grateful  duty  in  bringing  to  the  notice 
of  the  government  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
troops.  Exposed  for  successive  nights  without  fires, 
to  the  severity  ol  the  weather,  they  were  ev  er  prompt 
and  cheerful  in  the  discharge  ol  every  duly,  and  final- 
ly display  ed  eon^plcuuus  steadiness  and  gallantry  iu 
repulsing,  at  great  odds,  a disciplined  foe.  While 


the  brilliant  success  achieved  by  their  arms,  releases 
me  from  the  painful  necessity  of  specifying  many 
cases  of  bad  conduct  before  the  enemy,  1 feel  an  in- 
creased obligation  to  mention  particular  corps  and 
officers,  whose  skill,  coolness,  and  gallantry  in  trying 
situations,  and  under  a continued  and  heavy  fire, 
seem  to  merit  particular  notice. 

To  Brigadier  General  Wool  my  obligations  are 
especially  due.  The  high  state  of  discipline  and  in- 
struction of  several  of  the  volunteer  regiments  was 
attained  under  his  command;  and  to  bis  vigilance  and 
arduous  services  before  the  action,  and  his  gallantry 
and  activity  on  the  field,  a large  share  of  our  success 
may  justly  be  attributed.  During  most  of  the  en- 
gagement, he  was  in  immediate  command  of  the 
troops  thrown  back  on  our  left  flank.  I beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Brigadier  General  Lane  (slightly  wound- 
ed) was  active  and  zealous  throughout  the  day,  and 
displayed  great  coolness  and  gallantry  before  the 
enemy. 

The  services  of  the  light  artillery,  always  <*-on«pio- 
uous,  were  more  than  usually  distinguished.  Moving 
rapidly  over  the  roughest  ground,  it  was  always  in 
action  at  the  the  right  place  and  the  right  lime,  and 
its  well  directed  fire  dealt  destruction  in  the  masses 
of  the  enemy.  While  1 recommend  to  particular  fa- 
vor the  gallant  conduct  and  valuable  services  of  Maj. 
Munroe,  chief  of  artillery,  and  Captains  Washing- 
ton, 4th  artillery,  and  Sherman  and  Bragg,  3d  artil- 
lery, commanding  batteries,  1 deem  it  no  more  than 
just  to  mention  all  the  subaltern  officers.  They  were 
nearly  all  detached  at  different  times,  and  in  every 
situation  exhibited  conspicuous  skill  and  gallantry. 
Captain  O’Brien,  Lieutenants  Brent,  Whiling  and 
Couch,  4th  artillery,  and  Bryan,  topographical  en- 
gineers, (slightly  wounded,)  were  attached  to  Capt. 
Washington’s  battery.  Lieuts.  Thomas,  Reynolds, 
and  French,  3d  artillery,  (severely  wounded,)  to 
that  of  Captain  Sherman;  and  Captain  Shover  and 
Lieutenant  Kilburn,  3d  artillery,  to  that  of  Captain 
Bragg.  Captain  Shover,  in  conjunction  with  Lieut. 
Doaaldson,  1st  artillery,  rendered  gallant  and  import- 
ant service  in  repulsing  the  cavalry  of  Gen.  Minion. 
The  regular  cavalry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  May,  with 
which  was  associated  Captain  Pike’s  squadron  of 
Arkansas  horse,  rendered  useful  service  in  holding 
the  enemy  in  check  and  in  covering  the  batteries  at 
several  points.  Captain  Steen,  1st  dragoons,  was 
severely  wounded  early  in  the  day,  while  gallantly 
endeavoring,  with  my  authority,  to  rally  the  troops 
which  were  falling  to  the  rear. 

The  Mississippi  riflemen,  under  Col.  Davlo,  wore 
highly  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry  and  steadiness, 
and  sustained  throughout  the  engagement  the  repu- 
tation of  veteran  troops.  Brought  into  action  against 
an  immense  superior  force,  they  maintained  them- 
selves for  a long  lime  unsupported  and  with  heavy 
lots,  and  held  an  important  part  of  the  field  until  re> 
inlbrced.  Col.  Davis,  though  severely  wounded,  re- 
mained in  the  saddle  until  the  close  of  the  action.— 
His  disiingui.-hed  coolness  and  gallantry  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment  on  this  day  entitle  him  to  the  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  government.  The  3d  Indiana  re- 
giment, under  Col.  Lane,  and  a fragment  of  the  2d, 
under  Col.  Bowles,  were  associated  with  the  Missis- 
sippi regiment  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  day, 
and  acquitted  themselves  creditably  in  repulsing  the 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  break  that  portion  of  our 
line.  The  Kentucky  cavalry  ,%nder  Col.  Marshall, 
rendered  good  service  dismounted,  acting  as  light 
troops  on  our  left,  and  afterwards,  with  a portion  of 
the  Arkansas  regiment,  in  meeting  and  dispersing  the 
column  of  cavalry  at  Buena  Vista.  The  1st  and  2d 
Illinois,  and  the  2d  Kentucky  regiments,  served  im- 
mediately under  my  eye,  and  1 bear  a willing  testi- 
mony to  their  excellent  conduct  throughout  the  day. 
The  spirit  and  gallantry  with  which  the  1st  lllinoii 
and  2d  Kentucky  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  morn- 
ing, restored  confidence  to  that  part  of  the  field, 
while  the  list  of  casualties  will  show  how  much  these 
three  regiments  suflered  in  sustaining  the  heavy 
charge  of  the  enemy  in  the  afternoon.  Capt.  Con- 
ner’s company  of  Texas  volunteers,  attached  to  the 
2d  Illinois  regiment,  fought  bravely,  its  captain  be- 
ing wounded  and  two  subalterns  killed.  Col.  Bissell, 
the  only  surviving  colonel  of  these  regiments,  merits 
notice  lor  his  coolness  and  bravery  on  this  occasion. 
After  the  fall  of  the  field  officers  of  the  1st  Illinois 
and  2d  Kentucky  regiments,  the  command  of  the 
former  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Col.  Weatherford;  that 
of  the  latter  upon  Major  Fry. 

Regimental  commanders  aud  others  who  have  ren- 
dered reports,  speak  in  general  terms  of  the  good 
conduct  of  their  officers  and  men,  and  have  specified 
many  names,  but  the  limits  of  this  report  forbid  a 
recapitulation  of  them  here.  I may,  however,  men- 
tion Lieuts.  Rucker,  and  Campbell,  of  the  dragoons, 
and  Captain  Pike,  Arkansas  cavalry,  commanding 
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squadrons;  Lieutenant  Col.  Field,  Kentucky  cavalry; 
Lieut.  Col.  Roane,  Arkansas  cavalry,  upon  whom  the 
command  devolved  after  the  fall  of  Col.  Yell;  Major 
Bradford,  Captain  Sharpe,  (severely  wounded),  and 
Adjutant  Griffith,  Mississippi  regiment;  Lieut.  Col. 
Hadden,  2d  Indiana  regiment;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Ro- 
binson, A.  D.  C.  to  General  Lane;  Lieut.  Colonel 
Weatherford,  1st  Illinois  regiment,  Lieut.  Colonel 
Morrison,  Major  Trail,  and  Adjutant  Whiteside,  (se- 
verely wounded),  2d  regiment  and  Major  Fry,  2d 
Kentucky  regiment,  as  being  favorably  noticed  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct.  Major  McCulloch, 
quartermaster  in  the  volunteer  service,  rendered  im- 

Retum  of  the  troops  engaged  iii  the  action  of  the  22d  and 
23d  February,  1847,  at  Buena  Vitsa,  Mexico,  com- 
manded by  Major  General  Z.  Taylor.  U.  S.  A. 
Regiments  or  corps. 
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Z.  TAYLOR, 

tir  tir  „ Major  Gen.  U.S.  army  commandinr 
W.  \V . S.  Buss,  AsBs’t.  Adj.  General. 


portant  services  before  the  engagement,  in  the  com- 
mand of  a spy  company,  and  during  the  affair, 
was  associated  with  the  regular  cavalry.  To  Major 
Warren,  1st  Illinois  volunteers,  I feel  much  indebted 
for  his  firm  and  judicious  course,  while  exercising 
command  in  the  city  of  Saltillo. 

The  medical  staff,  under  the  able  direction  of  as- 
sistant surgeon  Hitchcock,  were  assiduous  in  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded  upon  the  field,  and  in  their 
careful  removal  to  the  rear.  Both  in  these  respects, 
and  in  the  subsequent  organization  and  service  of  the 
hospitals,  the  administration  of  this  department  was 
everything  that  could  be  wisiied. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wool  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  of- 
ficers of  his  staff,  and  1 take  pleasure  in  mentioning 
them  here,  having  witnessed  their  activity  and  zeal 
upon  the  field.  Lieutenant  and  A.  D.  C.  McDowell, 
Colonel-  Churchill,  inspector  general,  Capt.  Chap- 
man, assistant  quartermaster,  Lieut.  Sitgreaves,  to- 
pographical engineers,  and  Capts.  Howard  and  Davis, 
volunteer  service,  are  conspicuously  noticed  by  the 
general  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  Messrs. 
March,  Addicks,  Potts,  Harrison,  Burges  and  Du- 
senberg,  attached  in  various  capacities  to  General 
Wool’s  headquarters,  are  likewise  mentioned  for  their 
intelligent  alacrity  in  conveying  orders  to  ail  parts  of 
the  field. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  leave  to  speak  of  my  own 
staff,  to  whose  exertions  in  rallying  troops  and  com- 
municating orders,  I feel  greatly  indebted.  Major 
Bliss,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Captain  J.  H.  Ea- 
ton, and  Lieut.  R.  S.  Garnet,  aids-de-camp,  served 
near  my  person,  and  were  prompt  and  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty.  Major  Monroe,  besides 
rendering  valuable  service  as  chief  of  artillery,  was 


active  and  instrumental,  as  were  also  Cols.  Church 
hill  and  Belknap,  inspectors  general,  in  rallying  troops 
and  disposing  them  for  the  defence  of  the  train  and 
baggage.  Col.  Whiting,  quartermaster  general,  and 
Captain  Eaton,  chief  of  the  subsistence  department, 
were  engaged  with  tlie  duties  of  their  departments 
and  also  served  in  my  immediate  staff  on  the  field. 
Capt.  Sibley,  assistant  quartermaster,  was  necessarily 
left  with  the  headquarter  camp  near  town,  where 
his  services  were  highly  useful.  Major  Mansfield  and 
Lieut.  Benham,  engineers,  and  Captain  Linard  and 
Lieuts.  Pope  and  Franklin,  topographical  engineers, 
were  employed  before'and  during  the  engagement  in 
making  reconnoissances,  and  on  the  field  were  very 
active  in  bringing  information  and  in  conveying  my 
orders  to  distant  points.  Lieut.  Kingsbury,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  proper  duties  as  ordnance  officer,  Capt. 
Chilton,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Majors  Dix  and 
Coffee,  served  as  extra  aids-de-camp,  and  were  ac- 
tively employed  in  the  transmission  of  orders.  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  though  not  in 
service,  volunteered  as  my  aid-de-camp  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  served  with  credit  in  that  capacity.  Maj. 
Craig,  chief  of  ordnance,  and  Surgeon  Craig,  medical 
director,  had  been  detached  on  duty  from  headquarters, 
and  did  not  reach  the  ground  until  the  morning  of  the 
24th — too  late  to  participate  in  the  action,  but  in 
time  to  render  useful  services  in  their  respective  de- 
partments of  the  staff. 

I respectfully  enclose  returns  of  the  troops  engaged, 
and  of  casualties  incident  to  the  battle. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.  Comm’g. 
The  adj’t.  Gen.  of  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 


SANTA  anna’s  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Liberating  army  of  the  republic. 

General  in-chief,  campaign  secretary's  office. 
Most  excellent  sir — In  my  despatch  from  the  battle 
field  of  Angostura,  dated  the  23d,  1 promised  to  give 
you  details  of  the  action  of  the  22d  and  the  battle  of 
the  23d,  so  soon  as  1 should  effect  the  movement 
which  our  entire  lack  of  water  and  of  ail  supplies 
made  indispensable.  In  those  engagements  the  army 
and  the  nation  have  restored  the  lustre  of  their  arms 
by  overcoming  obstacles  inconceivable  to  all  save 
those  who  witnessed  them.  These  arose,  not  only 
from  the  difficulties  of  this  contest,  and  of  our  own 
situation,  but  also  from  the  rigor  of  the  season,  and 
the  exhaustion  of  the  country  along  an  almost  desert 
route  of  over  fifty  leagues,  that  was  destitute  of  good 
water,  and  of  all  save  the  most  limited  supplies. 

The  supreme  government  was  informed  by  com- 
munications made  before  my  leaving  San  Luis,  that 
the  army  under  my  command  would  not  commence 
its  operations  till  the  end  of  winter,  as  I knew  by 
experience  the  severe  climate  of  the  region,  which 
was  also  scant  of  habitations,  provisions,  shelter,  and 
even  of  fuel.  I therefore  resolved  to  go  on  organiz- 
ing, drilling,  arming  and  clothing  the  army;  and,  in  a 
word,  to  pul  into  a military  shape  the  forces,  which 
had  just  been  assembled.  My  intentions,  however, 
could  not  be  maturely  realized.  The  want  of  pecu- 
niary resources  embarrassed  all  my  dispositions 

The  soldiers,  though  well  disposed  to  combat  with 
the  enemy,  had  been  badly  supplied  fora  month,  and 
would  soon  have  been  in  want  even  of  food,  but  that 
the  exertions  of  the  commanders  of  corps  prevented 
that  destitution  from  driving  them  from  their  ranks. 
While  thi  se  meritorious  men  were  suffering  all  kinds 
of  privation,  certain  writers,  from  ignorance,  wanlof 
reflection,  party  spirit,  or,  perhaps,  from  mistaken 
patriotism,  were  zealously  engaged  in  thwarting  the 
plans  which  might  otherwise  have  proved  successful. 
This  they  did  by  injust  charges  against  the  army  and 
particular  individuals,  whom  they  abused  for  not 
marching  to  the  conflict,  accusing  them  of  want  of 
decision,  and  asserting  that  the  position  of  the  army 
at  San  Luis  was  more  threatening  to  our  liberties 
than  to  the  enemy.  In  the  clubs  of  that  capital  they 
labored  with  assiduity  to  make  the  array  the  instru- 
ment of  a revolt;  but  I frustrated  their  intrigues  by 
timely  steps.  There  was  one  writer  who  had  the 
audacity  to  intimate  that  1 was  in  collusion  with  the 
enemy.  Yes,  I,  to  whom  they  may  attribute  errors, 
but  whose  whole  previous  course  has  shown  the  mpst 
elevated  patriotism!  Traitors  are  they  who  seek 
not  only  to  traduce  me,  but  by  their  detraction  of 
the  army  to  unnerve  Us  vigor  for  the  service  of  the 
country.  ^ 

it  seems  as  if  a fatality  direets  the  destinies  of  this 
nation,  and  interdicts  a unanimity  of  the  public  will 
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for -ita-jJefencej -and  .from  Uiis  fatal  blindness,  the 

iDcment.when  every  heart  and  every  aspiration 
tbould  be  directed  to  one  object,  is  the,  very  juncture 
when  division  and  distrust  are  disseminated.  Behold 
-me,  then,  compelled  by  every  circumstance  to  change 
-my  plans.  Desertion  has  already  commenced  to  a 
-shameful  extent;  and  I was  fully  persuaded  that  if 
(he  scarcity  should  continue,  the  array  would  be 
, 'dishonorably  fritted  away.  -,i  therefore  resolved  that, 
if  innihjlaled,  it  should  be  with  glory.  Having  no 
, supplies,  1,.  to  obtain  tbetn,tompromiited  my  private 
ibrtune  and  the  credit  of  myself  and  my  friends. — 
All  this  procured  me  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  with  which  I was  able  to 
furnish  the  needful  to  the  army  for  twelve  days.  1 
knew  well  the  country  we  had  to  cross,  and  the  ne 
cessity  there  would  be  for  carrying  provisions;  and 
1 sympathized  in  anticipation  with  the  soldier  for 
what  he  would  endure  from  the  rigor  of  the  season; 
but  to  render  gdod  service  to  the  oourilry,  and  save 
-i(l  honor  il  have  to  overlook  all  this. 

The  army  moved  from  San  Luis  by  brigades,  so 
sa  to  render  available  the  scanty  resources  aSbrded 
by,  lha  country,  we  were  to  cross.  I'he  force  con- 
sisted of  j.3,432  ipfati.lry,  divided  into  28  battalions; 
4,338  caVOIry,  in  39  squadrons;  and  a train  of  arlille- 
ry,of  three  24-pounders,  three  IG-pouiiders;  five  12 
pounders,  live  8-pounders,  and  a 7 inch  howitzer,  all 
aerved  by  413  artillerymen — the  total  being  18,183 

- men.  -Of  this  force  there  remained  behind,  the  gar- 
rison of  the  works  at  San  Luis,  and  others  which  1 
allotted  to  towns  on  the  route;  as  also  two  squadrons 
to  escort  onr  small  and  only  reserve  of  ammunition, 
« brigade  of  infantry,  of  two  battalions,  under  Gen. 
Don  Ciriaco  Vasquez,  which  remained  as  a corps  of 

.reserve  in.Matehula,  and  ol  observalion  upon  Tula, 
as  also  a brigade  of  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Don  Jose 
Urrea.  The  latter  was  intended  to  pass  Tula,  and 
.move  through  Teroaulipas  to  the  neighborhood  ol 
Monterey,  so  as  to  call  the  enemy’s  atlenlion  to  that 
-.quarter.  The  point  of  concentration  for  the  brigades 
ought  necessarily  to  be  near  this  place,  so  that  in 
the  region  through  which  they  had  to  move,  many 
-tnops  might  not  be  at  once  thrown  together.  1 
therefore.fixed  on  the  hacienda  of  Encarnacion  for 
that  point,  it  being  as  1 calculated,  the  last  stage 
but  one  of  my  march.  I there  held  a review  ed  of 
the  army,  which  had. already  lost  a thousand  men  by 
sickness'and  desertion.  The  former  was  caused  by 
.(he  scantiness  and  bad  qiialiiy  ol  food,  and  still  more 
ol  water,  w hich  was  brackish  as  well  as  scarce,  as 
also  by  snow  storms  and  the  exposure  of  the  troop.s, 
■ who  had  always  to  be  in  bivouac  and  without  fuel. 
These  snow  storms  obliged  me  to  suspend  the  march 
two  davs,  till  the  weather  became  more  settled;  for 
(be  cold  had  already  caused  the  death  of  several 
-men  and  horses,  ami  1 fell  bound  by  every  means  to 
, jdiniiinish  the  loss  we  were  incurring.  Thesehard- 
. abips  will  account  for  the  number  of  desertions  which 

occurred  .np  to  .our  arrival  at  Encarnacion,  and 
which  afterwards  even  increased.  It  innst  also  be 
remembered,  that  almost  the  whole  army  had  been 
...recently  formed  and,  as  is  well  known,  ol  men  taken 

- violence  from  their  homes. 

We  had  advices  that  the  enemy  were  fortified  in 
(be  hacienda  of  Agua  ,Nuev  a,  with  6,000  men  and  30 
, i .pieces,  resolved  lo  defend  the  defiles  known  by  the 
.names  of  the  passes  ol  Garnero  and  Ag^ua  Nueva— 
The  Americans  did  trot  know  the  precise  point  on 
r -which  our  march  was  directed;  for,  though  they  ex- 
ebanged  some  shots  with  our  advance  in  Encarna- 
fiion,  and  had  frequent  small  skirmishes  with  us  in 
. (be  above  passes,  they  supposed  our  troops  to  be 
. jcoutirig  parlies  of  the  first  nrigade  ol  cavaliy,  under 
Don  Jose  V.  Minon,  whom  1 tiad  advanced  as  far  as 
; (he  hacienda  of  Polosi.  'J  hese  were  Ihc  impressions 
when  1 made  my  dispositions. 

' Il  was  my  intention  lo  place  my  forces  between 
-(he enemy  and  Saltillo,  so  as  to  oblige  bim  lo  fight 
under  the  disadvantage  of  having  his  communication 
*ut  off,  or,  if  he  would  not  leave  his  works,  toena 
ble  me  lo  besiege  him  in  Agua  Nueva.  '1  his  plan 
might  be  earned  out  in  three  dill'erenl  ways.  One 
was  by  marching  20  leagues  by  the  direct  road— 
another  by  moving  lo  the  right  by  la  Hedionda.so  as 
(o  occupy  Buena  Vista— and  the  third  by  moving  to 
the  lell  by  la  f unta  de  Santa  Elena,  so  as  to  occupy 
(he  hacienda  of  la  Banqueria,  and  thereafter  Ine 

- road  to  Saltillo.  'I'he  two  last  movements  were  at 
this  lime  impracticable,  for  they  would  either  ol 
them  require  three  or  four  days  march,  while  we 
were  without  previsions,  forage  or  water.  1 there- 
for* resolved  to  operate  by  the  direct  road,  force 
th»  positions,  and,  alter  passing  the  last  defile,  make 
u diversion  by  the  left 'and  occupy  the  rancho  of 
Encantada,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  water,  none 
of  which  was  lo  be  had  for  more  than  eighteen 
leagues.  All  this  was  favored  by  the  enemy’s  ig- 
norance of  our  march;  but  misfortune  still  followed 
§s.  A deserler  from  the  regiment  of  Coracercs,  a 


native  of  Saltillo,  named  Franoisoo  Valdes,  passed 
over  from  Encarnacion  to  the  enemy,  and  gave  him 
information  of  the  movement.  The  execrable -trea- 
son of  this  infamous  wretch  frustrated  the  best  com- 
binations. 

-On  the  21st,  at  noon,  i ordered  the  march  to  com- 
mence, the  four  light  battalions,  under  Gen.  Don 
•Pedro  Ampudia,  forming  the  vanguard.  1 had  not 
hesitated  lo  allow  that  general,  and  other  officers 
who  bad  been  court  maiiialed  for  the  affair  at  Mon- 
terey, to  participate  in  these  operations,  -not  only 
because  I did  not  consider  them  culpable,  but  al.->o 
on  account  of  the  zeal  they  manifested.  This  brigade 
was  followed  by  one  of  artillery,  of  sixteen  pounders, 
with  the  regiment  of  engineers  and  their  train,  and 
those  by  the  park  of  the  regiment  of  huzzars.  Then 
came  the  first  division,  commanded  by  Gen.  Dun 
Manuel  Lombardiiii,  with  four  twelve  pounders  and 
the  park.  The  second  division  under  Gen.  Don 
Francisco  Pacheco,  followed  next,  with  four  eight 
jjouuders  and  their  park,  after  those  the  whole  of  the 
cavalry,  under  Gen.  Don  Julian  Juvera;  and  then 
the  remainder  of  the  general  park  and  baggage,  the 
rear  being  covered  by  a brigade  of  cavalry  under 
Gen.  Don  Manuel  Andrade. 

In  this  order  of  march  the  troops  were  ordered  lo 
m-alte  the  first  fourteen  leagues,  between  Encenada 
and  the  plain  called  De  la  Guerra,  which  is  in  front 
of  the  first  defile,  called  the  Pass  of  Pmones;  and  lo 
pass  the  night  on  that  plain  in  the  same  order  of 
column.  'I'he  troops  liaving  eaten  their  rations,  or- 
der was  then  given  for  carrying  water,  as  none  could 
be  met  with  till  the  day  following,  after  having 
overcome  the  enemy  at  Agua  Nueva,  three  leagues 
beyond  the  aforesaid  pass.  1,  with  my  staff  and  the 
aforesaid  engineers,  occupied  the  Iront,  a little  be- 
hind the  light  troops.  On  arriving  at  the  plain  De 
la  Guerra,  1 continued  the  niarcii  in  order  lo  pass 
the  defile  of  Pinones,  which  was  accomplished,  and 
1 ordered  the  light  brigade  to  lake  a position  in  the 
Pass  of  Carnero,  where  it  had  a skirmish  with  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy.  Under  these  dispositions  we 
passed  the  night. 

At  dawn, on  the  22J,  the  army  continued  its  march, 
with  the  idea  of  carrying  by  force  of  arms  the  pass  of 
Agua  Nueva,  which  1 supposed  would  be  deleiided 
by  the  enemy;  but  1 found  lo  my  surprise  that  it  was 
abandoned.  1 then  concluded  that  the  American 
forces  had  retired  to  their  fortifications  in  the  ha- 
cienda, to  concentrate  their  defence  under  cover  ol 
the  intrenchnienl,  which  i had  heard  they  had  there 
thrown  up.  Under  this  idea  1 continued  to  march, 
in  order  lo  turn  by  the  ri^»ht  to  the  r.aneho  of  Encan- 
tado,  w liich,  as  1 have  before  mentioned,  is  on  the 
Saltillo  road,  being  between  that  city  and  Agua 
Nueva,  and  lour  or  five  leagues  from  each.  'I’ill  that 
lime  no  cue  had  appeared  to  give  me  information, 
nor  did  any  one  alter,  except  a servant  from  Agua 
Nueva,  who  told  me  that  the  enemy  had  been  evacu- 
ating his  position  since  the  day  previous,  and  falling 
back  tow  ards  Saltillo;  and  that  on  that  same  morning 
the  hacienda  bad  been  wholly  abandoned,  by  the  re- 
treat ol  a small  detachment  w hich  escorted  a large 
quantity  of  munitions.  By  this  movement  my  first 
plans  and  dispesiliciis,  founded  on  an  expected  re- 
sistance, were  rendered  abortive;  but  I still  did  not 
despair  of  a succesful  result,  for  I had  in  anlicipa- 
lion  direeltd  Gen.  Minon,  with  his  cavalry  brigades 
1,200  strong,  lo  occupy  on  ihe.moi  riirig  of  the  22d  the 
hacienda  of  Buena  Vista,  distant  three  short  leagues 
from  Saltillo.  This  force  might  arrest  the  enemy’s, 
march,  or,  at  least,  make  a diversion  that  would  give 
lime  for  the  array  to  come  up.  J therefore  continued 
my  fifarch,  without  losing  more  lime  than  would  al- 
low the  soldiers  lo  drink  water  on  the  road.  'Pbe 
light  brigade  came  within  sight  of  the  enemy’s  rear 
guard;  and  I ordered ^lem  to  charge  in  eoiijunction 
with  the  hussar  regiment.  1 had  reason  to  believe 
the  enemy  were  making  a precipitate  retreat,  as  they 
lell  seveial  articles  cri  the  road,  such  as  carls,  forge 
implements,  extra  wheels,  and  other  things,  which 
we  gathered  while  marching.  In  crnsequence  ol  the 
different  reports  1 received,!  ordered  the  qavalry  lo 
advance;  1 tbouglu  we  would  be  able  to  reach  Uieir 
rear  guard,  and  placed  myself  at  U:e  head  ol  those 
troops. 

On  arriving  at  a place  called  Angostura  I found  the 
main  body  ol  llie  enemy  awaiting  me  in  position. — 
1 he  road  fiom  the  pass  of  Siiiones  to  Saltillo  runs 
belweeu  two  chains  of  iiiounlains,  which  form  that 
pass  and  those  of  Carnero  and  Agua  Nueva.  The 
ridges  open  beyond  that  hacienda  and  approach  each 
other  again  at  Angostura,  where  the  road  turns  to 
the  right.  At  this  place  there  is  a succession  ol 
ridges,  which  run  out  toward  the  line  of  our  route, 
and  at  right  angles  with  it,  and  between  them  are 
ravines  which  form  the  drains  of  the  mountains  on 
the  right.  J'liey  are  more  or  less  passable,  but  all 
very  difficult,  'flie  enemy’s  position  was  in  front 
and  in  rear  of  the  road,  his  right  and  front  being  co 


vered  by  ravines  that  were  impassable  even  for  in- 
fantry, and  a battery  of  four  pieces  being  placed  on 
the  highest  point.  His  battalions  were  formed  on 
the  heights  with  two  other  batteries,  one  of  which 
was  in  a low  pait  of  the  road,  between  two  hills; 
and  to  my  view,  their  forces  appeared  to  be  about 
8,000  men,  with  twenty  pieces;  but  .the  prisoners 
taken  from  them  report  twenty  six  pieces,  and  up- 
wards oj>8,0U0  combatants. 

-I  re^nnoUered  the  position  and  situation  of  the 
enemy,  and  ordered  the  director  of  engineers,  Gen. 
Don  Ignacio  de  Mora  j Viliamil,  lo  do  the  same. — 
After  ascertaining  the  force  of  the  invader,  it  was 
necessary  either  to  await  the  infantry,  to  lake  posi- 
tion, or  to  fight,  as  might  seem  most  advisable.  At 
this  interval,  1 observed  that  the  enemy' had  neglect- 
ed to  occupy  a height  on  the  left  flank;  and  without 
losing  a moment,  1 ordered  Gen.  Ampudia's  light 
brigade  to  lake  possession  of,  and  hold  it  at  every 
cost.  As  the  brigades  came  up,  I formed  them  in 
two  lines  on  a rising  ground  that  fronted  the  enemy, 
there  being  another  etnineno.e  between  our  two  posi- 
tion*; the  first  division  of  infantry  was  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Loinbardini,  and  the  second  under 
shat  of  Gen.  Pacheebo.  I directed  that  Gen.  Mora  y 
Viliamil,  in  conjunc  i >n  with  the  commanding  gen.  of 
artillery,  Don  Antonio  Corona,  should  find  a position 
for  a battery  of  16-pounders,  lo  be  sustained  by  the 
regiment  of  engineers.  Two  other  batteries  of  12  and 
8 pounders,  were  located  by  me.  The  cavalry  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Juvera,  were  placed  on  the  right  of 
our  rear,  and  on  our  left  flank.  The  regiment  of  hus- 
sars was  also  poste-d  in  the  rear,  and  on  the  flank 
aforesaid  was  a height  which  1 ordered  the  battalion 
of  Leon  to  occupy.  The  general  park  was  in  the 
rear,  co-vered  by  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Andrade*  and 
between  this  paik  and  the  lines  of  battle  1 took  ray 
own  position. 

The  making  of  these  dispositions,  as  may  be  sup- 
posed, occupied  some  time,  for  the  troops  arrived  at 
their  positions  after  a march  of  more  than  twenty 
leagues.  It  was  therefore  not  an  hour  tor  combat, 
and  the  army  lay  on  its  arms.  The  enemy,  however, 
so  soon  as  he  perceived  that  we  had  occupied  lha 
height  that  flanked  his  left  and  our  right,  detached 
two  battalions  lo  dislodge  us,  which  led  to  a warm 
engagement  that  lasted  all  the  afternoon  and  till  af- 
ter dark,  when  he  was  repulsed  with  a loss  of  four 
hundred  men,  according  to  the  report  of  the  prison- 
ers. Ours  was  much  loss,  as  we  had  the  advantage 
of  the  ground. 

At  dawn  on  the  23d  I mounted  tay  horse:  the  enemy 
bad  not  ebanged  Ills  previous  dlsposlUons  and  was 
ready  lo  receive  us.  J observed  but  one  difference, 
which  was  that  on  his  right,  and  at  some  distance 
from  his  posititon,  he  had  formed  two  bodies  of  in- 
fantry with  a battery  of  four  pieces,  as  if  with  the 
intent  of  threatening  cur  left  flank;  but  1 at  once  be- 
lieved this  lo  be  a mere  demonstialJon,  for  he  would 
never  have  lell  in  his  rear  the  difficult  ground  w hich 
gave  strength  lo  that  position,  being  the  web  of  im- 
passable ravines  before  referred  to.  I,  therefore, 
gave  no  attention  to  this  disposition  of  his  forces,  and 
resolved  lo  move  mine  by  the  right.  With  this  in- 
tention 1 advanced  the  divisions  of  Gen.  Loinbardint 
and  Gen.  Pacheco  in  that  direction.  I ordered  Gen. 
Don  Manuel  Micheltorena  to  plant  the  battery  of 
eight  pounders  on  our  right  flank,  so  as  to  rake 
obliquely  the  enemy’s  line,  and  lo  remain  with  the 
siafl,  of  which  be  was  chief,  and  await  my  order.  '1 
directed  that  Gen.  Ampudia,  with  llie  light  brigade, 
should  charge  by  our  leit  11  nk  on  our  enemy’s  right, 
and  that  Gen.  Mora  y Viliamil  should  form  a column 
of  attack,  composed  of  the  reginnent  ot  engineers, 
the  12lh  batalliun,  the  Jijo  de  Mexico,  and  Uie  com- 
panies of  Puebla  and  '1  ampico,  couinianded  by  Col. 
Don  Santiago  Blanco.  At  the  same  tune  1 directed 
Gen.  Corona,  commanding  the  artillery,  to  place  tha 
battery  of  twelve  pounders  in  a mure  coniinandiiig 
position,  while  the  3d  division  remained  in  reserve, 
under  Brevet  Gen.  Don  Jose  Maria  Ortega. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  perceived  our  movements  he 
commenced  the  action  on  all  points,  attacking  our 
troops  with  intrepidity,  and  raainlained  the  conflict 
with  great  vigor.  Our  men  received  Ihein  with 
proper  energy,  driving  back  and  following  up  the 
assailants.  At  this  time  my  horse  was  disabled  by  a 
grape  shot,  and  it  was  some  time  before  1 could 
mount  another;  as  the  enemy  bad  y ielded  ground,  I 
ordered  the  cavalry  lo  advance  and  charge,  which 
WES  done  with  vigor.  Suitable  orders  had  been  sent 
to  the  generals  ol  division  and  brigade,  among  the 
rest  to  Gen.  Don  Angel  Guzman;  though  the  officers 
and  troops  acted  with  great  resolution,  it  was  im- 
possible to  overcome  the  difficulties  ol  the  ground; 
and,  alter  a struggle  v;hich  did  them  honor,  they 
were  obliged  to  tall  back  to  their  positions.  Alter 
various  ailernalions  the  same  occurred  with  the  in- 
fantry. 

'I  he  Lallie,  which  commenced  at  seven  in  the 
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mornine  was  prnloneed  for  many  hours,  nor  loss  «very 
moment  acctimiilalini;  Many  <iliicers  and  soldiers 
had  already  been  killed,  and  a number  of  command- 
er! and  distinguished  officers  wounded, among  whom 
were  Gen.  Lombardint,  Lieut.  Colonels  Brito,  Gal- 
Joso,  and  others.  Among  the  slain  were  Lientenant 
Col’s.  Asonos,  Berra,  anil  other  meritorious  officers, 
whose  loss  the  country  will  ever  lament. 

The  enemy  maintained  his  ground  with  the  utmost 
obstinacy,  insomuch  that  some  of  our  troops  fal- 
tered in  their  attacks,  and  many  of  the  raw  recruits 
dispersed.  This,  however,  ought  to  exalt  the  me- 
rit of  those  whose  intrepidity  was  never  paraliz- 
•d,  and  may  also  he  cited  to  show  how  hotly  con- 
tested was  the  action.  Things  were  in  this  situation 
when  i concluded  to  make  the  final  efl'ort.  With  this 
riew  I ordered  that  a battery  of  twenty-four  pound- 
ers should  be  mounted;  tliat  the  column  of  attack 
then  posted  on  our  left  flank,  where  it  had  no  object 
•f  operation,  should  be  transferred  to  our  right,  and 
there  be  joined  by  the  remains  of  the  lltfi  regiment, 
the  battalion  of  Leon  and  the  re.sei  ves,  all  under  the 
•ommand  of  Brevet  Gen.  Don  Francisco  Perez.  I 
executed  this  in  person,  and  after  sent  for  General 
ftlora  y Villamil  and  made  him  acquainted  with  my 
fin-ai  dispositions.  1 fiad  already  directed  Generals 
Parez  and  Pacheco,  each,  with  his  command,  to  he 
prepared  fur  an  extreme  struggle,  and  had  ordered 
the  battery  of  eight  pounders  to  advance  and  lake 
the  enemy’s  line  in  flank.  The  charge  was  made 
with  daring  valor  and  was  resisted  with  animated 
Tigor,  with  a fire  so  heavy  and  rapid  as  to  cause 
•dniiralion;  but  the  Americans  could  not  sustain 
themselves — they  were  driven  back  and  overcome, 
with  the  loss  ol  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  as  many 
stand  of  colors.  1 sent  two  of  the  latter  to  the  go- 
Ternment  with  my  last  despatch;  the  other,  which 
1 then  omitted  to  notice,  will  be  presented  to  the 
honorable  congress  of  the  stale  of  San  Luis  Polosi, 
•I  a testimonial  of  the  army’s  gratitude  I'or  the  pa- 
triotic services  they  had  rendered  ami  the  generous 
•tcrificos  they  had  made  for  its  benefit.  We,  mura- 
over,  cajitured  a traveling  forge,  and  some  smaller 
articles,  wiiich  I will  not  enumerate.  Our  cavalry, 
which  so  bravely  executed  the  order  to  charge, 
reached  the  enemy’s  rearmost  positions;  but  owing 
to  the  nature  of  tne  ground  and  the  fatigue  of  the 
men  and  horses,!  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  at- 
tempt dislodging  them  fro  ii  those.  The  battle  closed 
at  SIX  in  the  evening,  our  troops  being  then  formed 
on  the  ground  which  the  Americans  fiad  occupied. 
Our  lasltllort  would  have  been  decisive  if  General 
hdinon  fiad  done  his  part  by  attacking  the  enemy  in 
the  reor;  but  he  omiiied  to  do  ii.  and  I .,m  under  the 
painlul  necessity  ol  subjecting  his  conduct  lb  a court 
martial  mat  tie  may  explain  it.  An  action  thus  con- 
tested necessarily  involved  considerable  loss.  Ours, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  aiiiouiiied  to  more  ihaii  Iff 
teen  hundred  men,  and  ihat  uf  the  enemy  was  much 
greater,  lor  we  had  time  to  take  a view  of  the  great 
uumber  ol  their  dead. 

[Here  follows  a Jong  list  of  oflicers,  of  high  and 
low  grades,  w ho  are  commended  lor  their  bravery  in 
the  action.  Gen.  Ampudia  acquitted  himseil  with 
gallantry , and  General  i orrejuii  received  a conlu- 
•iuii.] 

1 he  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  which  1 also 
■end,  will  show  what  lias  been  our  loss.  1 should  be 
lacking  in  justice,  and  not  express  my  own  leelings, 
were  1 not  most  earnesily  to  lequesl  that  allentioii 
be  paid,  as  is  bj  law  provided,  to  the  cases  of  the 
widows,  orphans,  and  such  ot  llie  wounded  as  tnay 
be  pern.aneiitly  disabled. 

The  formidable  pusiiion  which  the  enemy  occupi- 
ed, was  all  that  saved  him;  tfie  victory  would  other- 
wise have  been  decisive,  notwithslaiiding  his  obsti- 
nate resnslaiice.  bull  this  irigmph  will  have  favorable 
results  to  llic  iialtunal  cause, as  it  will  show  to  every 
one  vvhul  can  be  accomplished  when  all  hearts  are 
united,  and  witli  one  aim 

The  army  has  done  more  than  could  be  expected 
under  the  laws  ol  nalure.  It  had  just  been  formed, 
■nd  as  yet  had  not  acquired  discipline  or  military 
habits;  -jiid  yet  in  marching  to  Ilie  combat,  it  over- 
came difficulties  which  might  have  subdued  the 
•toutesl  heart.  Alter  a march  of  tweiiiy  leagues, 
■ixleeii  uf  them  without  water,  and  williout  olhei 
mod  than  a single  ration,  utiich  was  dealt  out  at 
XjDcainacioo,  it  ended  the  ,'^aligue  ol  combat  lor  two 
days,  and  finally  triumphed.  With  all  this,  its  phy- 
•tcal  powers  were  exhaasled.  My  knowledge  of  this, 
and  the  duty  i iclt  ol  attending  to  such  a number 
of  wounded,  constrained  me,  alter  remaining  a few 
^>urs  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  laii  back  upon  Agua 
Nueva,  lor  the  relief  and  refreshmcnl  of  the  troops. 

From  the  impiession  we  had  made  on  the  enemy, 
he  did  not  appear  before  us  for  llirte  days.  '1  he 
bearer  cl  a flag  ol  truce,  however,  arrived  with  a 
proposition  Irci,.  General  i'aylor,  lor  an  exchange 
ol  pi  isouers,  and  lor  our  sending  for  llis  wounded 


who  had  reni  iined  on  the  finhl.  lie  also  expressed 
lo  111.  IheiJeMiu  V.  Ill'll  Uie  .Ameiica  » f'dt  fir  llie 
re-rslablishim-nl  of  peace.  1 replied,  in  order  that 
he  might  say  the  same  to  his  general,  Ihat  vve  sus- 
tained the  most  sacred  of  causes — the  defence  of  our 
territory  and  Ihe  preservation  of  our  nationality  and 
rights;  that  we  were  not  the  aggressors,  and  that  our 
government  had  never  offended  that  of  the  United 
States.  I observed  that  we  could  say  nothing  of  peace 
while  the  Americans  were  on  this  side  of  the  Bravo, 
or  occupied  any  of  the  Mexican  territory,  or  block- 
aded our  ports;  and  that  vve  were  resolved  to  perish 
or  vindicate  our  rights;  that  fortune  might  not  be 
always  favorable  to  the  enemy,  and  their  experience 
of  the  22d  and  23.1  should  convince  them  that  it  could 
change.  1 added  that  the  Americans  waged  against 
us  a war  of  vandalism,  whose  excesses  outraged 
those  sentiments  of  humanity  which  one  civilized 
nation  ought  to  evince  towards  another:  and  that  if 
he  vvould  go  outside  of  the  apartment  he  vvould  see 
still  smoking,  (which  was  the  fad,)  the  dwellings 
of  Agua  Nueva,  recently  a flourishing  though  a 
small  seUleiiient;  that  the  same  vestiges  of  desola- 
tion marked  the  route  of  hia  retreat;  and  that  if  he 
vvould  go  a little  further  on,  to  Galana,  he  would 
hear  the  moans  of  Ihe  widows  and  orphans  of  in- 
nocent victims  who  had  been  sacrificed  without  ne- 
cessily . 

VV ithout  respect  to  the  wounded  whom  I was  invit- 
ed to  send  for,  1 replied  that  there  could  be  none 
save  those  who  had  been  too  much  hurt  to  arise  from 
the  field,  or  those  most  in  the  advance  who  had  re- 
mained in  the  ravines;  and  that  as  I had  not  means 
for  their  conveyance  the  enemy  might  lake  them  to 
Saltillo,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations. 
As  for  the  prisoners  wliich  he  offered  to  exchange,  1 
told  him  1 knew  not  who  they  could  be,  unless  it 
were  some  of  our  disper-ed  troops,  or  some  who, 
from  the  fatigue  of  the  tvvo  previous  days,  had  re- 
mained asleep  when  we  moved.  In  answer  to  the 
Courtesy  the  enemy’s  general  had  shown  with  re- 
pect  to  our  wounded,  1 consented  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  to  release  all  the  prisoners  vve  had — those 
taken  both  in  tlie  battle  and  at  Encarnacion.  At  the 
same  tune  1 alloweJ  the  bearer  of  the  flag,  who  was 
a superior  officer,  of  prepossessing  appearance  and 
manners,  to  take  the  bandage  from  his  eyes,  and 
informed  him  that,  it  was  for  him  personally  that 
Ihe  honor  of  this  concession  was  meant.  I did  it, 
also,  that  he  might  see  our  camp  and  our  troops. 

As  have  said  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  we  re- 
ma.ned  in  the  hacienda  Ihree  days;  but  the  only  sup- 
ply vve  could  obtain  was  ninely  beeves,  and  these 
were  consumed  on  the  25lti.  The  horses  were  also 
without  forage,  and,  nulwithstanding  all  ilie  ellorts 
or  provisions  that  I could  lu.ike,  many  of  the  wound- 
ed had  been  but  once  alleeded  to,  and  some  not  at 
all.  From  the  rigor  of  llie  climate,  llie  badness  and 
81  aiiliiiess  ol  Itie  sustenance,  the  entire  want  of  bread, 
and  Uie  bud  qiialily  of  the  water  used  in  our  former 
bivouacs,  a Dowel  complaint  had  broke  out  in  the 
army  and  rendered  iritfleclive  at  least  one  half  of  it. 

1 knew  that  a relrogade  movenienl  to  our  former  po- 
sitions tiad  become  inevitable:  but  ihougb  every  tiling 
around  me  proelainied  this  necessity,  riiy  feelings  re- 
volted against  it,  solely  because  1 foresaw  that  Irom 
igiiwaiice,  malice,  or  presuiiipliun,  the  counlerm  u ch 
vvou.d  be  condemned,  and  that  Uiose  who  did  not 
wiluess  our  situation  vvould  imagine  the  possibility 
of  the  army’s  continuing  its  operations.  Six  days  be- 
lore,  when  the  troops  had  not  suffered  so  much,  nor 
fought  for  tvvo  successive  days,  nor  been  embarrass- 
ed vvilli  sick  and  wounded,  but  were  still  sound  in 
moral  and  in  health,  1 had  not  deemed  it  prudent  to 
augment  the  labors  and  difficulties  of  ‘.he  army  by 
moving  to  the  right  or  to  the  lell;  bow  then  vvould  il 
have  been  possible  to  go  on  operating  after  all  that 
subsequently  occurrec?  But  let  detractors  say  what 
they  will,  the  army,  as  well  as  myself,  will  always 
answer  by  an  appeal  to  our  conducl,  our  wishes,  and 
the  notorious  impossibilily  ol  carrying  them  out. 

Nolw iihslanding  my  conviction  1 wished  to  hear 
llie  opinion  of  the  generals  and  some  of  the  com- 
manders of  corps,  and  to  ascertain  if  they  could  point 
out  any  resouice  which  had  not  occurred  to  me; 
without  disclosing  my  own  ideas  on  the  subject,! 
listened  to  theirs,  and  llicy  all  unanimously,  and 
each  one,  by  bis  opinion,  separately  expressed, 
showed  and  demonsiialed  in  various  ways,  that 
however  good  their  will  to  remain,  the  countermarch 
of  the  army  had  become  indispensable,  but  that  lliis 
necessity  was  not  forced  upon  us  by  the  enemy. — 
It  was  not  until  I had  heard  tlieir  opinions  that  I 
announced  my  own  accordant  resolution,  and  the 
proceedingsot  the  council  being  drawn  up,  I had  the 
honor  of  remitting  them  to  your  excellency  on  the 
23Ui. 

On  the  26ih,  after  I had  ordered  Gen.  Minon  to 
follow  the  iiiovbiiieiit,  the  army  cominenced  its  re- 
treat vv  illi  the  view  of  occupying  the  first  peopled 


localities,  where  resource"  might  be  obtained,  such 
as  V illegas,  Catorce,  El  Cadral,  and  Matahuala,  as 
also  Tula;  but  I doubt  if  in  those  places  proper  at- 
tention can  be  given  to  the  sick  and  wounded— or 
the  losses  we  have  sustained  id  those  iaborious 
movements  be  remedied. 

The  nation  for  which  a triumph  has  been  gaiaed 
at  the  cost  of  so  many  sufferings,  will  learn  that  if 
we  vvere  able  to  conquer  in  the  midst  of  so  many 
embarrassments,  there  will  be  no  doubt  as  to  our 
final  success  in  tlie  strnggle  we  sustain,  if  every 
spirit  blit  rallies  to  llie  one  sacred  object  of  common 
defence.  A mere  determined  number  of  men  will 
not,  as  many  imagine,  suffice  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war;  it  is  indispensable  that  they  be  armed,  equip- 
ped, disciplined,  and  habituated,  and  that  a systema- 
tized support  for  such  an  organized  force  be  provid- 
ed. We  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  have  to  combat 
in  a region  deficient  of  all  resources,  and  that  every 
thing  for  subsistence  has  to  be  earned  along  w ith 
the  soldiery  : the  good  will  of  a few  will  not  suflice, 
but  the  co-operalion  of  all  is  needed;  and  if  we  do 
not  cast  aside  selfish  interests  and  patty  passions,  we 
can  expect  nothing  but  disaster.  The  army,  and 
myself  who  have  led  it,  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  we  have  demonstrated  this  truth. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  hii 
excellency,  the  vice  president  of  the  republio,  and  to 
present  to  him  my  asssurance  of  respect. 

God  and  Liberty!  Rancho  de  San  Salvador,  Feb. 
27th,  1847. 

(Signed),  Antonio  Lopez  dk  Santa  Anna. 

To  his  excellency,  the  minister  of  war  and  marini. 


ARMY  OF  THE  NORTH. 


This  division  of  forces  have  had  a fair  share  of  the 
campaign.  Besides  what  has  been  done  by  other 
delachraents  of  it,  we  have  now  accounts  of  four  en- 
gagements between  the  Mexicans  and  Colonel  Price’s 
command,  in  Santa  Fe.  Tvvo  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  Mexicans  killed — eleven  Americans  killed  and 
forty  wore  wounded.  Colonel  Price  among  the 
latter. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Republican. 

AFFAIRS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

.d  nineteen  day's  campaign — details  of  the  several  en- 
gagements— cruellies  of  the  Mexicans — summary  hang- 
ing. 

Santa  Fe,  P.  M.  Feb.  13,  1847. 
Gen.  Kearney  had  scarcely  left  New  Mexico  for 
California,  when  rumors  of  a revolution  began  to  be 
spoken  of  among  the  Mexican  Inhabitants. 

On  the  14ih  of  January,  Governor  Bent  left  this 
place  to  attend  to  private  business  at  Taos.  On 
tlie  20th,  information  was  brought  to  Colonel  Price, 
by  an  Indian,  living  six  miles  from  town,  that  Go- 
vernor Bent,  and  several  other  Americans,  bad  been 
murdered  at  Taos — that  an  insurrection  was  in  pro- 
gress— that  the  people  of  Taos  and  the  Pueblo  In- 
dians near,  were  coming  in  great  numbers  towards 
Santa  Fe,  compelling  all  on  the  road  to  join  them 
if  they  would  not  do  so  willingly,  and  that  the  ob- 
ject vvaa  to  possess  themselves  of  all  the  property, 
public  and  private,  in  Santa  Fe,  and  destroy  the 
Americans  who  had  been  represented  as  few  in 
number. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Price  received  report  of  the 
murders  at  Taos,  he  issued  an  order  for  Major  Ed- 
monson, of  the  volunteers,  and  Captain  Burgwin,  of 
the  Uiiiled  Slates  dragoons,  both  stationed  near  Al- 
buquerque, to  repair  vvilh  their  respective  com- 
mands to  Santa  Fe;  he  directed  Captain  Burgwin  to 
follow  liim  with  one  company  of  dragoons  on  the 
road  to  I'aos,  and  at  11  A.  M , on  the  23d,  the  colo- 
nel, with  three  hundred  volunteers  and  four  12  pound 
howilzers,  vvitti  twenty  men  from  Captain  Fischer’s 
company,  under  Lieuteirant  Dyer,  (ordnance,)  and 
Lieut.  IJassendeuble,  marched  in  the  direction  of 
that  place,  w ith  a view  to  meet  the  enemy  as  near 
the  iiioumairi  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
in  the  valley  of  the  Del  Norte  from  forming  ajunc- 
lion  with  them. 

January  24i/i — Started  early,  and  after  marching 
twelve  miles  met  the  enemy,  from  fifteeo  hundred  to 
tvvo  thousand  slroiig,  on  the  botlcin  of  the  Del  Norte, 
near  Uie  mouth  ol  a creek  which  was  nearly  sur- 
rounded by  liigh,  sharp  lulls,  from  one  to  tvvo  hun- 
dred feet  higb;  they  vvere  crests,  having  no  level 
ground  on  the  top,  but  falling  directly  back  with  a 
sleep  declivity.  Beyond  this  to  a snowy  mountain, 
distant  one  mile,  was  a very  rough  country,  broken 
into  conical  hills  and  deep  ravines.  The  enemy,  on 
our  appro.icli  lied  to  the  lop  of  the  hills,  and  com- 
menced firing  on  us  at  3 P.  M.  As  soon  as  the  how 
itzers  could  be  brought  into  line  on  the  plain,  the 
colonel  ordered  Lieut.  Dyer,  assisted  by  Lieut.  Hai> 
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■endueble,  of  Captain  Fischer’s  company,  to'  open 
bis  fire  of  shells  upon  the  enemy,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  but  not  with  the  success  we  could 
hare  wisheil,  for  when  the  guns  were  elevated  suffi- 
ciently to  reach  the  top  of  these  crests,  the  shells 
would  pass  within  a few  feet  of  the  enemy  and  fly 
many  hundred  yards  beyond  them  into  the  opposite 
valley,  the  enemy  dropping  flat  at  every  flash,  behmd 
the  sharp  points  of  the  hills.  At  this  time  it  was 
discovered  that  they  were  outflanking  us  on  each 
Bide,  and  that  the  wagon  train,  one  mile  in  the  rear, 
was  in  great  danger;  indeed,  it  was  evident  that  this 
was  their  object,  as  well  as  to  prevent  us  from  run 
ning  away,  supposing,  from  their  great  superiority 
in  numbers,  we  could  not  escape  them.  At  this  pe- 
riod of  the  battle.  Col.  Price  ordered  Capt.  St.  Vrain 
with  his  60  mounted  volunteers,  citizens  of  Santa 
Fe  and  mounted  men,  to  go  back  and  bring  up  the 
train  This  he  did  as  speedily  as  possible,  under  a 
sharp  Are  from  the  enemy  from  the  sand  bills  and 
some  houses.  As  Capt.  St.  Vrain  approached  the 
creek  on  his  return,  he  discovered  a number  of  the 
enemy  outflanking  us  on  the  right;  he  charged  upon 
them  and  killed  two;  after  which  he  returned  to  the 
main  body  of  the  army. 

The  Mexicans  and  Indians,  emboldened  by  their 
same  position,  came  down  the  hill  on  our  left,  and 
occupied  a house  and  orchard  on  the  edge  of  the 
plain,  firing  with  great  accuracy  at  the  artillery  men. 
The  colonel  then  ordered  Lieut.  Dyer  to  move  his 
battery  within  one  hundred  and  ninety  yards  of  the 
house  and  ailobe  wall,  behind  which  the  enemy  were 
posted,  and  to  drive  them  from  their  position.  This 
was  done  by  firing  about  twenty  shells  through  the 
wall  and  house;  but  not  until  six  artillery  men  were 
severely  wounded.  The  enemy  then  joined  their 
companions  on  the  hills.  There  was  another  house 
near  the  fool  of  the  lull,  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
right  of  the  one  just  mentioned,  which  was  suppos- 
ed to  contain  enemies.  Captain  Angney,  A compa- 
ny of  infantry  volunteers,  was  ordered  to  charge  it. 
He  did  so  promptly,  and  had  one  man  mortally 
wounded  from  the  hill;  but  no  one  was  in  the  house. 
He  cut  openings  through  the  walls,  left  a detach- 
ment of  his  company,  and  returned  with  the  re- 
mainder to  the  mam  body.  Finding  that  the  enemy 
could  not  be  subdued  at  the  distance  we  were  fight- 
ing, Col.  P.  ordered  a charge,  leaving  a reserve  on 
the  plain,  to  fire  on  the  enemy  as  lung  as  they  could 
do  so  with  safety  to  our  own  troops.  Capt.  Angm  y, 
supported  by  K company,  Lieut.  While,  with  two 
companies  of  infaniry  volunteers,  charged  mosigal- 
lantly  up  the  steepest  part  of  the  hill  in  front;  Capt. 
St.  Vrain,  with  his  mounted  Santa  Fe  volunteers  on 
his  right,  up  a more  gentle  ^lope;  and  the  artillery 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  hill  on  the  left,  where 
(he  ascent  was  more  easy.  All  these  positions  were 
occupied  in  a few  minutes,  and  the  enemy  pul  flight. 
They  ran  in  every  direction  over  the  broken  ground 
spoken  of  before;  but  the  troops  were  so  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  charge  that  pursuit  was  impossible: 
but  they  were  fired  on  continually  from  the  smaller 
arms  and  howitzers,  and  considerable  execution 
was  done.  Lieutenant  Irwin,  A company  infantry 
volunteers,  was  severely  wounded  through  the  leg, 
and  one  private  killed,  and  two  of  the  enemy  were 
bayoneted  on  the  hilt.  It  was  now  near  night,  and 
the  colonel  ordered  the  troops  to  take  possession  of 
the  town,  Canada,  which  « as  done  without  any  re- 
sistance, the  men  being  with  the  enemy,  except  the 
priest — the  women  having  fled. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  we  killed  in  this 
fight;  the  battle  ground  was  more  than  one  mile  in 
extent,  and  few  saw  the  whole  number,  some  make 
it  twenty  six,  others  twenty — the  latter  number  pro- 
bably correct.  Among  the  slain  was  Ibeir  general, 
Typhoya.  Colonel  Price  was  struck  by  a ball  in  the 
early  part  of  the  action:  but  his  sword  belt  probably 
saved  Ilia  life,  and  his  wound  was  ouly  a severe  con- 
tusion. 

January  28 — As  we  were  about  to  march,  heard 
of  the  battle  of  Moro  town,  iu  which  Capt.  Henly, 
of  the  volunteers,  was  killed;  and  the  previous  mur- 
der of  Prewil,  Waldo,  Culver,  and  several  other 
Americans  at  that  place — in  all  seven.  Marched  Lo 
Secure,  and  encamped.  Captain  Burgwin,  with  his 
company,  having  marched  all  night,  joined  us  with 
(he  6 pounder.  At  this  point,  Captain  Burgwin, 
with  bis  company  of  dragoons,  and  Capt.  St.  Vrain’s 
company  of  volunteers,  and  company  K volunteers, 
were  sent  forward  to  El  Emboda,  on  the  near  route 
to  Taos,  to  attack  a small  party  of  the  enemy,  said 
to  be  about  60,  with  orders  to  joiti  the  main  body  at 
Tampus  the  next  night;  the  colonel  having  deter- 
mined to  accompany  the  wagons  and  cannon  which 
were  compelled  to  take  a mure  circuitous  route  on 
account  ol  difficulties  in  the  mountain.  Captain 
Burgwin  had  proceeded  only  about  four  miles  when 
he  met  the  enemy  in  great  force,  instead  of  sixty  as 
had  been  represented.  A severe  battle  ensued;  the 


firing  was  distinctly  heard  by  us,  and  Colonel  Price 
sent  forward  Captain  Slack’s  company  to  reinforce 
Capt.  B. 

30th — Pursued  our  march  through  the  mountain, 
which  was  covered  with  snow.  The  labor  of  getting 
the  wagons  and  cannon  along  this  day  was  very  se- 
vere on  men  and  mules,  as  the  road  was  rough  and 
precipitous.  Encamped  in  the  mountain — weather 
very  cold. 

31.st — Continued  our  march,  and  fatigued  reach- 
ed Tampus  at  12  M.,  where  we  met  Captain 
Btirgwin’s  command.  They  killed  20  of  the  enemy 
the  previous  day,  and  drove  them  towards  Taos. — 
Capt.  B.  had  one  man  killed  and  one  severely  wound- 
ed. Marched  three  miles  further  and  encamped  at 
Chamaral. 

February  1 — Marched  8 miles  through  deep  snow, 
and  encamped  on  the  top  of  a high  mountain;  wea- 
ther very  cold,  snowed  on  us  all  night. 

2d — Continued  our  march;  many  of  the  men’s  feet 
were  badly  frozen;  reached  the  first  town  in  the  val- 
ley of  Taos  at  night.  The  town  had  b':en  abandoned, 
and  we  fared  well  enough,  as  there  was  an  abundance 
of  pigs,  poultry,  corn,  &c. 

Feb.  4 — Marched  four  miles  to  Fernando,  where 
Governor  B'  nt,  and  other  Americans  had  been  mur- 
dered, and  thence  lo  Pueblo  de  Taos,  distant  two 
miles.  On  our  approach  the  Indians  and  Mexicans 
shouted  so  loud  that  we  heard  them  at  a mile  dis- 
tant, and  as  we  came  near  the  town,  they  used  all 
sorts  of  abusive  epithets  towards  us,  thinking  them- 
selves safe  ill  their  strong  place.  The  troops  were 
soon  brought  into  line,  and  a heavy  cannonading  was 
opened  upon  them,  with  discharges  of  small  arms. — 
This  was  continued  lill  all  the  ammunition  for  the 
cannon  was  exhausted,  the  ammunition  wagon  having 
been  left  miles  in  the  rear.  Night  was  now  close 
upon  us,  and  the  colonel  ordered  the  troops  to  return 
to  Fernando,  to  prepare  for  a renewal  of  the  attack 
the  next  morning. 

Feb.  5 — We  were  again  before  the  town  soon  af- 
ter sunrise.  The  six  pounder  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Wilson,  1st  dragoons,  and  two  howitzers,  all  under 
Lieut.  Dyer,  Ordnance,  with  a portion  of  the  vo 
lunteers,  were  placed  in  position  on  the  side  of  the 
town,  and  the  two  other  howitzers,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Hassendeubel,  with  Captain  Burgwin's  com- 
pany of  dragoons,  and  one  company  of  volunteers, 
took  position  on  another  aide,  so  as  lo  make  a cross 
fire.  The  action  now  commenced  at  three  hundred 
yards  distance,  and  a continued  cannonading  was 
kept  up  with  shells  and  grape  shot  from  the  howit- 
zers, and  solid  shot  from  the  six  pounders,  till  lU 
A.  ,M.,  with  occasional  fires  from  our  sharp-shooters, 
as  chances  oliered — by  which  means  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  the  streets  and  plaza  and  had  ceased 
their  yelling. 

At  this  time,  the  colonel  ordered  a charge  from 
each  side.  This  charge  was  made  promptly  and 
vigorously,  hut  unfortunately.  Captain  Burgwin’s 
companj^  of  dragoons,  with  Captain  McMillen’s 
company  of  mounted  volunteers,  reached  the  church 
door  before  the  other  party  came  up;  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  intended  diversion  was  not  ef- 
fected, and  Captain  Burgwin’s  command  received 
the  full  shock  of  tlie  enemy’s  fire,  for  a time.  Cap- 
tain B.  had  five  dragoons  killed,  and  nineteen  severe- 
ly wounded,  several  of  whom  soon  died — among 
them.  Captain  Burgwin.  Captain  McMillen  had 
six  severely  wounded.  So  destructive  was  the  cross 
firing  on  these  two  companies,  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  behind  the  adobe  wall  which  sur- 
rounds the  town,  and  which  ran  a few  feet  from  the 
church.  The  whole  soon  came  up,  and  breaking 
down  the  wall,  placed  themselves  close  under  the 
walls  of  the  church,  and  commenced  cutting  an  open- 
ing into  it  with  an  axe.  Still  they  were  being  shot 
from  the  lop  of  llie  churcli,  from  its  interior,  through 
loop  holes,  and  from  other  buildings  which  com- 
manded it 

As  we  had  only  axes  lo  work  with,  our  progress 
was  slow;  but  while  it  was  progressing,  a temporary 
ladder  w as  put  up,  and  the  lop  of  the  church  was 
soon  cleared.  Howitzer  shells  were  lighted  and 
thrown  into  the  opening  which  the  Indians  had  made 
— these  exploded  beautifully,  and  no  doubt  did  good 
execution;  but  still  they  would  shoot  a man  if  he  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  holes.  Fire  was  communicat- 
ed to  the  roof,  but  being  flat  and  covered  with  earth, 
it  burned  slowly.  The  h all  had  been  cut  only  about 
one  foot  deep,  and  as  it  now  appeared  that  the  town 
inust  be  taken  house  by  house,  and  for  that  purpose 
it  was  all  important  to  get  possession  of  the  church 
that  night,  which  was  close  on  us.  Colonel  Price 
ordered  Lieutenant  Dyer  (he  ought  lo  be  a Cap- 
lain,)  to  bring  up  the  six  pounder  within  a few 
yards  of  the  building,  and  with  solid  shot  lo  make  a 
break,  where  the  men  had  been  cutting  with  axes. 
1 his  was  a hazardous  duty,  as  he  and  his  men  were 
dead  marks  for  the  enemy,  but  the  order  was 


promptly  obeyed — the  breach  was  made,  and  after 
throwing  in  a charge  of  canister  and  a lighted  shell, 
the  troops  rushed  in.  The  Indians  who  had  not  been 
killed,  fled;  the  front  door  was  broken  open  from 
the  inside,  and  we  had  possession  of  the  church  but 
it  was  so  full  of  smoke  that  it  could  not  be  occu- 
pied. 

The  colonel  had  taken  the  precaution  to  place 
Captain  St.  Vrain’s  company  of  Santa  Fe  mounted 
men,  and  Captain  Slack’s  company  of  mounted  vo- 
lunteers, in  rear  of  the  town,  and  between  Hand  the 
mountain,  supposing  that  when  the  charge  was  made 
many  would  attempt  to  escape.  Such  proved  to  be 
the  case;  the  Mexicans  all  fled,  and  left  Ihe  Indians 
to  fight  it  out.  These  two  companies  killed  fifty-five. 
We  soon  gained  possession  of  two  or  three  houses 
near  the  church,  but  beyond  them,  one  hundred 
yards  distant,  stood  two  immense  buildings,  seven 
stories  high,  each  story  receding;  and  the  only 
opening  into  the  room  was  from  the  roof  down  — 
Lieutenant  Hassendeuble,  of  the  artillery,  has  pro- 
mised me  a plan  of  them,  which  1 will  send  you,  if 
1 can  get  it  in  lime,  for  without  this  you  can  scarce- 
ly form  an  idea  of  their  great  size  and  strength.-— 
Into  these  the  Indians  all  fled,  and  the  colonel  being 
convinced  that  they  could  not  be  taken  without  a 
heavier  gun,  sent  an  express  lo  Santa  Fe  lor  one  of 
the  24  pounders  howitzers,  and  a supply  of  ammu- 
nition. We  slept  soundly  that  night,  but  were 
awoke  early  by  the  discharge  of  fire  arms,  which 
proved  to  be  a sentinel  firing  on  an  Indian  who  wag 
endeavoring  lo  make  his  escape.  He  killed  him 
after  two  discharges.  Early  in  the  morning,  (Fe- 
bruary 5th,)  the  women  came  in  crowds  lo  the  co- 
lonel, on  their  knees,  with  while  flags,  crosses,  &c., 
begging  for  mercy;  and  very  soon  the  men  followed 
them.  The  colonel,  thinking  that  the  slaughter  had 
been  sufficiently  great,  listened  to  Ibeir  supplica- 
tions, and  granted  them  peace  on  condition  that  tliey 
would  bring  him  Tomas,  one  of  the  leaders  that  had 
lied.  This  was  subsequently  done.  Much  of  the  pro- 
perly stolen  from  the  American  citizens  at  Fernan- 
do, w lio  had  been  murdered  by  them,  was  brought 
forward  and  restored  lo  the  relatives  or  the  owners, 
and  alter  solemn  promises  of  good  conduct  in  future, 
and  sundry  hugs  and  leave  taking  we  returned  lo 
Fernando. 

February  &lh — Montoya,  the  ringleader  has  been 
delivered  to  Col.  Price,  by  some  friendly  Mexicans, 
residing  a few  miles  oil'.  He  was  tried  by  court  mar- 
tial to-day,  and  condemned  to  be  hung. 

7ih — Montoya  was  executed  at  1,  P.  M.  He  ac- 
knowledged his  crimes,  and  asked  paxdon  of  the 
“Mexichns,  the  Americans,  and  God.” 

9th — Commenced  our  homeward  march,  and  ar- 
rived in  Santa  Fe  on  the  lllh. 

The  campaign  of  nineteen  days  was  n.ade  without 
tents,  and  two  of  the  nights  were  spent  on  a high 
mountain,  covered  with  snow  from  one  to  two  feet 
deep,  and  all  without  one  word  of  complaint.  Mis- 
souri may  well  be  proud  of  her  sons,  for  every  man 
did  his  duly.  As  for  the  United  States  dragoons, 
under  Capt.  Burgwin,  their  killed  and  wounded  will 
show  where  they  were  in  the  fight.  Col.  Price  dis- 
played the  finest  qualities  of  a soldier,  and  ail  seem- 
ed to  court  danger  where  duty  called  them.  Killed 
of  the  enemy,  from  two  to  three  hundred.  The  In- 
dians acknowledged  175  at  the  Pueblo — no  wounded 
seen. 

Capt.  Burgwin  died  of  his  wound  on  the  8lh,  and 
his  remains,  with  those  of  Goveror  Bent,  and  Mr. 
Leal,  district  attorney,  were  brought  to  this  place 
and  interred  with  appropriate  honors,  on  the  13th 
instant. 

1 think  that  all  will  now  be  convinced  that  New 
Mexico  cannot  be  held  without  a strong  military 
force;  and  for  the  sake  of  the  Americans  residing 
in  Ibis  territory,  and  of  its  interests  generally,  1 
hope  the  government  will  not  be  slow  to  furnish 
soldiers  to  replace  those  whose  term  of  service  will 
soon  expire.  Colonel  Price  received  a letter  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell  last  night,  dated  at  “El 
Passo,”  Feb.  1.  He  with  Colonel  Doniphan’s  regi- 
ment and  Major  Claik’s  artillery,  were  about  to  start 
for  Chihuahua.  No  news  at  that  time  of  General 
Wool’s  having  arrived  at  that  place,  and  rumor  said 
the  Mexicans  had  five  thousand  soldiers  to  defend 
the  place. 

Battle  at  J^oro  Town — As  soon  as  Colonel  Price  re- 
ceived the  first  intimation  of  the  murder  at  Taos, 
of  Governor  Bent  and  others,  and  of  the  disalfec- 
tion  at  St.  Miguel,  he  sent  an  order  to  Captain 
Henly,  who  had  been  stationed  in  that  neighbor, 
hood,  as  well  to  take  charge  of  grazing  parties  as 
lo  protect  Captain  Murphy,  who  was  expected  soon 
to  be  there  with  money  Irom  St.  Louis — to  collect 
all  his  forces,  and  to  put  down  any  attempt  at  a re- 
volution, and  give  convoy  lo  Capt.  Murphy. 

Hearing  of  the  murders  at  Moro  town,  be  re- 
paired imoiediately  lo  that  place— a battle  ensued, 


12] 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  24,  1847— ARMY  OF  THE  NORTH. 


in  wliich  he  killed  several  of  the  enemy  and  took 
fifteen  prisoners,  who  are  now  in  the  calaboose, 
at  this  place,  and  was  himself  slain  in  storming  a 
fort. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Willock,  who  commanded  at 
Santa  Fe — Colonel  Price  being  absent — heard  of 
Captain  Henly,  he  sent  Captain  Morin,  of  Platte 
county,  to  command  at  Moro  town;  he  destroyed  it 
entirely,  and  I am  sorry  to  add,  a large  quantity  of 
grain,  which  was  very  much  needed  here.  He  made 
the  inhabitants  feel  the  horrors  of  war,  but  unfortu- 
nately, we  must  come  in  for  a share  of  it,  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  wheat  and  corn. 


OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  COL.  PRICE. 

Headquarters  ^rmy  in  J^tic  Mexico. 

Santa  Fe,  Feb.  15,  1847. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a short  ac- 
count of  the  recent  miolution  in  this  territory,  and  a 
detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  forces  under 
my  command,  consequent  upon  the  rebellion. 

About  the  15th  of  December  last  I received  in- 
formation of  an  attempt  to  excite  the  people  of  this 
territory  against  the  American  government.  This 
rebellion  was  headed  by  Thomas  Ortiz  and  Diego 
.Archuleta.  An  officer,  formerly  in  the  Mexican 
service,  was  seized,  and  on  his  person  was  found  a 
list  of  all  the  disbanded  Mexican  soldiers  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Santa  Fe.  Many  other  persons,  supposed 
to  be  implicated,  were  arrested,  and  a full  investiga- 
tion proved  that  many  of  the  most  influential  per- 
sons in  the  northern  part  of  this  territory  were  en- 
gcged  in  the  rebellion.  All  attempts  to  arrest  Ortiz 
and  Archuleta  proved  unsuccessful,  and  these  rebels 
have,  without  doubt,  escaped  in  the  direction  of 
Chihuahua. 

After  the  arrest  above  mentioned  and  the  flight  of 
Ortiz  and  Archuleta,  the  rebellion  appeared  te  be 
suppressed;  but  this  appearance  was  deceptive. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  Governor  Bent  left  the 
city  for  Taos.  On  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  this 
valuable  officer,  together  with  five  other  persons, 
were  seized  at  Don  Fernando  de  Taos  by  the  Pue- 
blos and  Mexicans,  and  murdered  in  the  most  inhu- 
man manner  the  savages  could  devise.  On  the  same 
day,  seven  Americans  were  murdered  at  the  Arroya 
Honda,  and  two  others  on  the  Rio  Colorado.  The 
names  of  the  unfortunate  persons  thus  brutally  butch- 
ered are  as  follows: 

Jit  Don  Fernando  de  Taos — Charles  Bent,  governor; 
Stephen  Lee,  sherifl';  James  W.  Leal,  circuit  attor- 
ney; Corueliu  Vigil,  (a  Mexican,)  prefect;  Narcisus 
Beaubien,  (son  of  the  circuit  judge;)  Parbleau  Har 
vimeah,  (a  Mexican.) 

Jit  the  Jrroya  Hondo — Simeon  Turley,  Albert  Tur- 
bush,  William  Hatfield,  Louis  Tolque,  Peter  Robert, 
Joseph  Marshall,  William  Austin. 

w9l  the  Rio  Colorado — Maik  Head,  William  Har- 
wood. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  object  of  the  insurrection- 
ists to  put  to  death  every  American  and  every  Mex- 
ican who  had  accepted  office  under  the  American 
government. 

News  of  these  events  reached  me  on  the  20th  of 
January ; and  letters  from  the  rebels,  calling  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Rio  Abajo  for  aid,  were  inter- 
cepted. It  was  now  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  this  city,  and  that  their  force  was  con- 
tinually being  increased  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  along  their  line  of  march. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving  any 
further  reinforcements  in  that  manner,  1 determined 
to  meet  them  as  soon  as  possible.  Supposing  that 
the  detachment  ol  the  necessary  troops  would  wea- 
ken the  garrison  of  Santa  Fe  too  much,  I immedi- 
ately ordered  up  from  Albuquerque  Major  Edmon- 
son’s 2d  regiment  Missouri  mounted  volunteers,  and 
Captain  Burgwin,  with  their  respective  cemmar.ds, 
directing  Captain  Burgwin  to  leave  one  company  of 
dragoons  at  this  post,  and  to  join  me  with  the  other. 
Major  Edmonson  was  directed  to  remain  in  Santa 
Fe. 

Captain  Giddings,  company  A 2d  regiment  Mis- 
souri mounted  volunteers,  was  also  ordered  to  join 
me  with  bis  company,  upon  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Burgwin. 

l.eaving  Lieut.  Col.  Willock  in  command  of  this 
post,  on  the  23d  of  January  1 marched  from  this 
place  at  the  head  of  companies  D,  Captain  McMil- 
lin,  K,  Captain  Williams,  L,  Captain  Slack,  M, 
Captain  Halley,  and  N,  Captain  Barber,  of  the  2d 
regiment  Missouri  mounted  volunteers.  Captain  Ang- 
ney’s  battalion  of  infantry,  and  a company  of  Santa 
Fe  volunteers,  commanded  by  Captain  St.  Vrain.  J 
also  took  with  me  four  mounted  howitzers,  which 
I placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  A B. 
Dyer,  of  the  ordnance.  My  whole  foice  composed 
three  huodred  and  fifty-three  rank  and  file,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  Captain  St.  Vrain’s  company,  were 


all  dismounted.  On  the  march  Captain  Williams 
was  taken  sick,  and  the  command  of  company  K 
devolved  upon  Lieutenant  B.  F.  White.  On  the  24ih 
of  January,  at  half  past  1,  P.  M.,  our  advance 
(Captain  St.  Vrain’s  company)  discovered  the  ene- 
my in  considerable  forces  near  the  town  of  Canada, 
their  position  at  that  time  being  in  the  valley  bor- 
dering the  Rio  del  Norte.  Preparations  were  im- 
mediately made  by  me  to  attack  them;  and  it  be- 
came necessary  for  the  troops  to  march  more  rapid- 
ly than  the  ammunition  and  provision  wagons  could 
travel,  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy 
or  to  frustrate  them  in  any  attempt  they  might  make 
to  occupy  commanding  positions.  As  I entered  the 
valley,  I discovered  them  beyond  the  creek  on  which 
the  town  is  sitiinled,  and  in  full  possession  of  the 
heights  commanding  the  road  to  Canada,  and  of 
three  strong  houses  at  the  base  of  the  hills.  My  line 
of  battle  was  immediately  formed — the  artillery, 
consisting  of  four  12  pounder  mountain  howitzers, 
being  thrown  forward  on  the  left  flank  and  beyond 
the  creek,  the  dismounted  men  occupying  a position 
where  they  would  be,  in  some  degree,  protected  by 
the  high  blufl'  bank  of  the  stream  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  the  wagon  train  could  be  brought 
up.  The  artillery  opened  on  the  houses  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  on  the  more  distant  height,  on  which 
alone  the  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  The  ene- 
my discovering  the  wagons  to  be  more  than  a mile 
in  the  rear,  sent  a large  party  to  cut  them  ofl;  and 
It  became  necessary  to  detach  Captain  St.  Vrain’s 
company  for  their  protection.  This  service  was 
rendered  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  So  soon 
as  the  wagon  train  had  been  brought  up,  1 ordered 
Captain  Angney  to  charge  with  his  battalion  of  in- 
fantry, and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  house  op- 
posite the  right  flank,  and  from  which  a warm  fire 
was  being  poured  on  us.  This  was  done  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  A charge  was  then  ordered  to  be 
made  upon  all  the  points  occupied  by  the  enemy  in 
any  force.  Captain  Angney,  with  his  command, 
supported  by  Lieutenant  White’s  company,  charged 
up  one  hill,  while  Captain  St.  Vrain’s  company 
turned  the  same,  in  order  to  cut  ofl" the  enemy,  when 
in  retreat.  The  artillery,  supported  by  Captains 
McMillen,  Barber,  and  Slack,  with  their  respective 
companies,  at  the  same  lime  look  possession  of  some 
houses  (enclosed  by  a strong  corral  densely  wooded 
with  fruit  trees,  from  which  a brisk  fire  was  kept  up 
by  the  enemy,)  and  of  the  heights  beyond  them. — 
Captain  Halley’s  company  was  ordered  to  support 
Captain  Angney.  In  a few  minutes  my  troops  had 
diaJodgcU  liic  enemy  al  all  points,  and  thev  were 
flying  in  every  direction.  The  nature  of  the  ground 
rendered  pursuit  hopeless;  and  it  being  near  night,  I 
ordered  the  troops  to  take  up  quarters  in  the  town. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  was  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred. Lieutenant  Irvine  was  wounded.  In  the 
charge  my  loss  was  two  killed  and  six  wounded. — 
Of  the  killed,  one  was  a teamster,  who  volunteered 
in  Captain  Angiiey’s  company.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  thirty-six  killed;  wounded  not  ascertain- 
ed. The  next  morning  the  enemy  showed  them- 
selves in  some  force  (I  think  not  less  than  four  hun- 
dred) on  the  distant  heights.  Leaving  a strong 
guard  in  the  town,  1 marched  in  pursuit  of  them; 
but  they  were  so  shy,  and  retreated  so  rapidly,  that, 
finding  it  impossible  to  get  near  them,  I returned  to 
town. 

While  at  Canada,  a number  of  the  horses  belong- 
ing to  Captain  Slack’s  company  were  brought  in  by 
Lieut.  Holcomb. 

On  the  27lh,  I advanced  up  the  Bio  del  Norte  as 
far  as  Luceros,  where,  early  on  the  28ih,I  was  join- 
ed by  Captain  Burgwin,  commanding  company  G 1st 
dragoons,  and  company  A 2d  regiment  Missouri 
mounted  volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Boone. — 
Captain  Burgwin’s  command  was  dismounted,  and 
great  credit  is  due  to  him  and  his  officers  and  men 
for  the  rapidity  with  which  a march  so  long  and  so 
arduous  was  performed.  Al  the  same  lime  Lieut. 
Wilson,  1st  dragoons,  who  had  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices, came  up  with  a G pounder,  which  had  been 
sent  lor  from  Canada. 

My  whole  forces  now  comprised  479,  rank  and 
file.  On  the  29lh  I marched  to  La  Joya,  where  1 
learned  that  a parly  of  sixty  or  eighty  of  the  enemy 
had  posted  themselves  on  the  sleep  slopes  of  the 
mountains  which  rise  on  each  side  of  the  canon,  or 
gorge,  which  leads  to  Embudo.  Finding  the  road 
by  Embudo  impracticable  for  artillery  or  wagons,  1 
detached  Captain  Burgwin  in  that  direction,  with 
his  own  company  of  dragoons  and  the  companies 
commanded  by  Captain  St.  Vrain  and  Lieut.  While. 
This  detachment  comprised  180  rank  an  file. 

By  my  permission,  Adjutant  R.  Walker,  2d  regi- 
ment Missouri  mounted  volunteers,  accompanied 
Capt.  Burgwin.  Lieut.  Wilson,  1st  dragoons,  also 
volunteered  his  services  as  a private  in  Captain  St. 
Vrain’s  company. 


Capt.  Burgwin,  pushing  forward,  discovered  the 
enemy,  to  the  number  of  between  six  and  seven  hun- 
dred posted  on  the  side  of  the  mountains,  just 
where  the  gorge  becomes  so  contracted  as  scarcely 
to  admit  of  the  passage  of  three  men  marching 
abreast. 

The  rapid  slopes  of  the  mountains  rendered  the 
enemy’s  position  very  strong,  and  its  strength  was 
increased  by  the  dense  masses  of  cedar  and  large 
fragments  of  rock  which  every  where  offered  shel- 
ter. The  action  was  commenced  by  Capt.  St.  Vrain, 
who,  dismounting  his  men,  ascended  the  mountain 
on  the  left,  doing  much  execution.  Flanking  par- 
ties were  thrown  out  on  either  side,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Lieut.  While,  2d  regiment  Missouri 
mounted  volunteers,  and  by  Lieutenants  Mcllvaine 
and  Taylor,  1st  dragoons.  These  parties  ascended 
the  hills  rapidly,  and  the  enemy  soon  began  to  retire 
in  the  direction  of  Embudo,  bounding  along  the  steep 
and  rugged  sides  of  the  mountains  with  a speed  that 
defied  pursuit.  The  firing  at  the  pass  of  Embudo 
had  been  heard  al  La  Joya,  and  Captain  Slack,  with 
twenty-five  mounted  men  had  been  immediately  dis- 
patched thither.  He  now  arrived,  and  rendered  ex- 
cellent service  by  relieving  Lieutenant  While  whose 
men  were  much  fatigued.  Lieutenants  Mcllvaine 
and  Taylor  were  also  recalled;  and  Lieutenant  In- 
galls was  directed  to  lead  a flanking  party  on  the 
right  slope,  while  Captain  Slack  performed  the  same 
duly  on  the  left.  The  enemy  having  by  this  lime 
retreated  beyond  our  reach.  Captain  Burgwin 
marched  through  th*  defile  and  debouched  into  the 
open  valley  in  which  Embudo  is  situated,  recalled 
the  flanking  parties,  and  entered  that  town  without 
opposition,  several  persons  meeting  him  with  a white 
flag. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  was  one  man  killed,  and 
one  severely  wounded,  both  belonging  to  Captain  St. 
Vrain’s  company.  The  loss  of  ihe  enemy  was  about 
twenty  killed  and  sixty  wounded. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  the  pass  of  Embudo. 

On  the  30th,  Captain  Burgwin  marched  to  Tram- 
pas,  where  he  was  directed  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  main  body,  which,  on  account  of  the  artillery 
and  wagons,  was  forced  to  pursue  a more  southern 
route.  On  the  31sl  I reached  Trampas;  and  being 
joined  by  Captain  Burgwin,  marched  on  Chamisal 
with  the  whole  command.  On  the  1st  of  February 
we  reached  the  summit  of  the  Taos  mountain,  which 
was  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  two  feel;  and 
on  the  2d,  quartered  at  a small  village  called  Rio 
Chicilo,  in  the  entrance  oT  the  valley  of  Taos.  The 
march  of  the  1st  and  2d  were  through  deep  snow.— 
Many  of  the  men  were  frost-bitten,  and  all  were  ve- 
ry much  jaded  with  the  exertions  necessary  lo  travel 
over  unbeaten  roads,  being  marched  in  front  of  the 
artillery  and  wagons  in  order  to  break  a road  through 
the  snow.  The  constancy  and  patience  with  which 
the  troops  bore  these  hardships,  deserve  all  commen- 
dation, and  cannot  be  excelled  by  the  most  veteran 
soldiers.  On  the  3d,  1 marched  through  Don  Fer- 
nando de  Taos,  and  finding  that  the  enemy  had  for- 
tified themselves  in  the  Pueblo  de  Taos,  proceeded  to 
that  place.  I found  it  a place  of  great  strength,  be- 
ing surrounded  by  adobe  walls  and  strong  pickets  — 
Within  liie  enclosure,  and  near  the  northern  and 
southern  walls,  arose  t.vo  large  buildings  of  irregu- 
lar pyramidal  form,  to  the  height  of  seven  or  eight 
stories.  Each  of  these  buildings  was  capable  of  shel- 
tering five  or  six  hundred  men.  Besides  these, 
there  were  many  smaller  buildings,  and  the  large 
church  of  the  town  was  situated  iii  the  northwes- 
tern angle,  a small  passage  being  left  between  it 
and  the  outer  wall.  The  exterior  wall  and  all  the 
enclosed  buildings  vvere  pierced  for  rifles.  The 
town  was  admirably  calculated  for  delence,  every 
point  of  the  exterior  walls  and  piokels  being  flanked 
by  some  projecting  building,  as  will  be  seen  from 
tile  enclosed  drawing. 

After  having  reconnoitred  the  town,  I selected  the 
western  flank  of  the  church  as  the  point  of  attack; 
and  about  2 o’clock  P.  M.  Lieutenant  Dyer  was  or- 
dered to  open  his  battery  at  the  distance  of  about 
250  yards.  A fire  was  kept  up  by  the  G pounder 
and  the  howitzers  for  about  two  hours  and  a half, 
when,  as  the  ammunition  wagon  had  not  yet  come 
up,  and  the  troops  were  suU'eriiig  fiom  cold  and  fa- 
tigue, I leturned  to  Don  Fernando.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  1 again  advanced  upon  Pueblo. 
Posting  the  dragoons  under  Captain  Burgwin  about 
2G0  yards  from  the  western  flank  of  the  church,  I 
ordered  the  mounted  men  under  Captains  St.  Vrain 
and  Slack  to  a position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
town,  whence  they  could  discover  and  intercept  any 
fugitives  who  might  attempt  lo  escape  lowaids  the 
mountains,  or  in  the  direction  of  Don  Fernando. — 
The  residue  of  the  troops  took  ground  about  300 
yards  from  the  northern  wall.  Here,  loo,  Lieut. 
Dyer  established  himself  with  the  six  pounder  and 
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•two  hon  ilzers,  while  Lieutenant  Hassandanbel,  of 
Major  Clarke’s  battalion  light  artillery,  remaineil 
with  Captain  Bnrgwin,  in  command  of  two  how- 
itzers. By  this  arrangement  a cross  fire  was  ob- 
tained, sweeping  the  front  and  eastern  flank  of  the 
church. 

All  these  arrangements  having  been  made,  the 
batteries  opened  upon  the  town  at  9 o’clock,  A.  M. 
At  11  o’clock,  finding  it  impossible  to  breach  the 
walls  of  the  church  with  the  six  pounder  and  how- 
itszers,  I determined  to  storm  that  building.  At  a 
aignal  Captain  Burgwin,  (1st  regiment  United  States 
dragoons,)  at  the  head  of  his  own  company,  and  that 
of  Captain  McMillin,  (of  the  volunteers,)  charged 
the  western  flank  of  the  church,  while  Captain  Ang- 
ney,  infantry  battalion,  and  Caplain  Barber,  and 
Lieutenant  Boon,  2d  regiment  Missouri  mounted 
volunteers,  charged  the  northern  wall.  As  soon  as 
the  troops  above  mentioned  had  established  them- 
selves under  the  western  wall  of  the  church,  axes 
were  used  in  the  attempt  to  breach  it;  and  a tempo- 
rary ladder  having  been  made,  the  roof  was  fired. — 
About  this  time  Cajit.  Burgwin,  at  the  head  of  a small 
party,  left  the  cover  afforded  by  the  flank  of  the 
church,  and  penetrating  into  the  corral  in  front  of 
that  building,  endeavored  to  force  the  door,  la  this 
exposed  situation.  Captain  Burgwin  received  a se- 
vere wound  which  deprived  me  of  his  valuable  ser- 
vices, and  of  which  he  died  on  the  7th  instant. — 
Lieutenants  Mcllvaine,  1st  United  States  dragoons, 
and  Royall  and  Lackland,  2d  regiment  mounted  vo- 
lunteers, accompanied  Captain  Burgwin  into  the  cor- 
ral; but  the  attempt  on  the  church  door  proved  fruit- 
less, and  they  were  compelled  to  retire  behind  the 
wall.  In  the  mean  time  small  holes  had  been  cut 
into  the  western  wall,  and  shells  were  llirown  in  by 
hand,  doing  good  execution.  The  six  pounder 
was  now  brought  around  by  Lieutenant  Wilson, 
who  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  yards  poured 
a heavy  fire  of  grape  into  the  town.  The  enemy 
during  all  this  time  kept  up  a destructive  fire  upon 
our  troops. 

About  halt'  past  three  o’clock  the  six  pounder  was 
run  up  within  sixty  yards  of  the  church,  and  after 
ten  rounds,  one  of  tiie  holes  which  had  been  cut 
with  the  axes  was  widened  into  a practicable  breach. 
The  gun  was  now  run  up  within  ten  yards  of  the 
wall,  a shell  was  thrown  in,  and  three  r luuds  of 
grape  were  poured  into  the  breach.  The  slurming 

party among  whom  were  Lieutenant  Dyer,  ol  the 

ordnance,  and  Lieutenants  Wilson  and  Taylor,  1st 
dragoons — entered  and  look  possession  of  the  church 
without  opposition.  The  interior  was  filled  with 
dense  smoke,  but  for  which  circumstance  our  storm- 
ing party  would  have  suffered  great  loss.  A few  ol 
the  enemy  were  seen  in  the  gallery,  where  an  open 
door  admitted  the  air,  but  they  retired  n ithout  firing 
a gun.  Tlie  troops  lelt  to  support  the  battery  on  the 
north  were  now  ordered  to  charge  on  that  side. — 
The  enemy  abandoned  the  western  part  of  the  town. 
Many  took  reluge  in  the  large  houses  on  the  east, 
while  others  endeavored  to  escape  towards  the  moun- 
tain'. These  latter  were  pursued  by  the  mounted 
men  under  Captains  Slack  and  St.  Vrain,  who  killed 
fifty  one  of  lliem,  only  two  or  three  men  escaping. 
It  vvas  now  night,  and  our  troops  were  quietly  quar- 
tered in  the  houses  vvliicb  the  enemy  liad  abandon- 
ed. On  the  next  morning  the  enemy  sued  for  peace, 
and  thinking  the  severe  loss  they  had  sustained 
would  prove  a salutary  lesson,  1 granted  their  sup- 
plication on  llie  condition  that  they  should  deliver 
up  to  me  Tomas,  one  of  their  principal  men  nho 
had  instigated  and  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
murder  of  Governor  Bent  and  others.  The  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Pueblo  de  Taos 
was  between  six  and  seven  hundred.  Of  these 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  killed— wounded 

not  known.  Our  own  loss  was  seven  killed  and 
forty-five  wounded.  Many  of  the  wounded  have  since 
died. 

The  principal  leaders  in  this  insurrection  were 
Tafoya  Pablo  Chavis,  Pablo  Montoya,  Coriz,  and 
Tomas,’  a Pueblo  Indian.  Of  these,  Tafoya  was 
killed  at  Canada,  Chavis  vvas  killed  at  Pueblo,  Mon- 
toya was  hanged  at  Don  Fernando  on  the  7lh  instant, 
and  Tomas  was  shot  by  a private  while  in  itie  guard 
room  at  the  latter  town.  Cortez  is  still  at  large.— 
This  person  was  at  the  head  ol  the  rebels  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mora.  For  the  operation  in  that 
quarter,  1 refer  to  the  subjoined  letters  from  Cap- 
tains Henley,  separate  battalion  Missouri  mounl- 
ed  volunteers,  and  Murphy,  of  the  inlantry,  aii:l 
Lieui.  McKamey,  2d  regiment  Missouri  mounted 
volunteers. 

Ill  the  battles  of  Canada,  Embudo,  and  Pueblo  de 
Taos,  the  officers  and  men  behaved  admirably.— 
Where  all  conducted  themselves  gallantly  1 consider 
it  improper  to  distinguish  individuals,  as  such  dis- 
crimination might  operate  prejudicially  agiinst  the 
just  claims  of  others. 


I have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respeclfnlly,  your 
ob’t  serv’t,  STERLING  PRICE. 


Colonel  commanding  the  army  in  New  Mexico. 
I’he  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Washington. 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  ATTACK  ON 
VERA  CRUZ. 


From  the  correspondence  of  the  JV.  Orleans  Della. 

March  "Z2. — At  10  o’clock  lo-day  a white  flag  vvas 
sent  into  the  city.  The  bearer  of  it  conveyed  a message 
from  Major  General  Scott,  addressed  to  Gov.  Morales, 
commander  of  the  Mexican  forces.  The  message  was 
a formal  summons  to  surrender  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz 
without  further  defence,  as  the  general-iii-cliief  of  tlie 
American  forces  desired  to  avoid  any  further  bloodshed. 
Gov.  Morales  replied  in  a very  dignified  tone  and  style 
of  language,  in  substance,  that  he  was  sorry  to  be  the 
cause  of  unnecessary  bloodshed  and  loss  of  life,  but 
that  he  had  a high  and  important  duly  to  perform,  in- 
volving the  honor  of  his  army  and  the  interests  of  his 
country,  and  that  he  would  not  surrender  until  he  had 
exhausted  every  means  of  defence. 

The  Mexicans,  during  the  forenoon,  set  fire  to  seve- 
ral buildings,  and  cleared  away  the  masks  to  some  bat- 
teries they  had  not  hitherto  exposed,  notwithstanding 
tliey  have  kept  'up  a constant  fire  on  our  entrenchments 
during  the  process  of  preparation,  from  the  Castle,  U’rt 
Santiago,  and  a bastion  front  in  ihe  rear  of  ihe  city. 

'The  ( i nlerences  between  the  belliaerent  forces  having 
concluded  at  2 o'clock,  at  4 the  American  battery,  coii- 
sisnug  of  only  seven  mortars,  commenced  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  city.  The  .shells  fell  into  the  place  after  the 
fir-l  fires,  and  exploded  with  as  much  precision  as  could 
have  been  desired.  The  city,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
soon  beeaine  enveloped  in  a cloud  of  smoke — ihe  vivid 
and  lurid  flashes  of  the  artillery,  from  their  city  batte- 
ries, breaking  through  it  at  brief  iniervals,  and  report 
after  report  followed  each  in  quick  succession,  until  af- 
ter the  dusk  of  evening  bad  passed,  when  they  compa- 
raiively  ceased.  'The  round  shot  and  shell  tell  heavy 
and  fast  at  the  entrenchments  beliind  which  our  batte- 
ries were  plumed. 

As  soon  as  Com.  Perry  perceived  the  laud  forces  en- 
gaged, he  ordered  Capt.  Tatnall.  with  what  is  called  ihe 
“Mosquiio  Fleet,”  consisting  of  the'sieainers  Spitfire 
and  Vixen,  and  five  gunboats,  viz;  Reefer,  Bonita, 
'Tampico,  Falcon,  and  Petrel,  to  attack.  Capt.  Tatnall 
inquired  at  what  point  he  should  engage.  Com.  Perry 
eveiy  emphatically  replied,  ‘•Wherever  you  can  do  the 
most  execution,  sir.”  Accordingly  the  little  fleet  took 
posiiioii  under  a point  of  land  knovvn  as  the  “Lime 
Kiln,”  about  a mile  from  the  city,  where  they  were  pro- 
tected from  a point  blank  shot  of  the  castle.  As  soon 
as  ihey  got  their  position  in  line  liiey  opened  afire  of 
round  shot  and  si, ell  at  a rapid  rate,  and  threw  them 
“handsomely’’  into  the  town  and  Foit  Santiago. 

'The  casile  soon  paid  iis  respecis  loGapi.  'I'amall,  nnd 
the  powerful  engines  of  havoc  and  destruction  were 
now  in  full  blast  from  every  quarter,  hurling  their  dread- 
ful and  deadly  missiles  into  each  oilier’s  ranks  in  rapid 
succession,  whicii  they  kept  up  until  about  dark,  wlieu 
the  Mexican  batteries  comparatively  ceased,  and  the 
“Mosquito  Fleet”  also  held  off  tor  the  night. 

At  eight  o’clock  the  party  that  were  in  the  trenches 
were  relieved  by  ariotlier  detail.  The  troops  who  re- 
turned from  the  eiilrenchmcnts  were  literally  covered 
with  smoke  and  du.st,  and  so  much  disfigured  tliat  they 
could  not  be  recognised  except  by  their  voices.  Shell 
afier  shell  exploded  in  their  niidsi,  and  shot  after  shot 
threw  barrels  of  earth  from  the  eiibaukments  over  tlieir 
beads  as  ilicy  lay  m the  trendies.  Their  escape  seems 
to  liave  been  miinculous  indeed,  and  every  person  is 
surprised  that  at  least  one  half  of  their  number  were  not 
slain. 

March  23  — A norther  sprung  up  this  morning,  which 
has  been  blowing  furiously  all  day,  fiilmg  ilio  uir  nnd 
covering  every  body  with  sand.  'The  Mexican  batteries 
have  been  quiet,  with  the  exception  of  a lew  shots  about 
midiiiglit,  when  they  opened  a sharp  file  for  a short 
lime.  Our  mortars  have  not  ceased  during  the  night, 
but  coutmued  to  pour  into  tnc  city  a constant  sircam  ol 
fire.  At  one  tune  1 saw  as  many  as  six  sfiells  in  the  air, 
the  whole  ol  u hich  exploded  in  ilie  oily  about  the  same 
time  vviiii  a terrific  and  deadly  elieci. 

Just  as  dayliglil  vs  as  approaching,  Caplain  Tatnall’s 
Mosquito  T'ket  weighed  anchor,  and,  under  cover  of  a 
moon  somewhat  clouded,  approached  within  600  yards 
of  I lie  castle.  As  soon  as  liiey  haJ  got  their  respcciive 
positions,  liiey  opened  a broadside  liom  ihe  fleet,  winch 
was  answered  by  the  castle  wiili  great  spirit,  both  by 
round  shut  and  shell.  Capt.  'T.  cuniinued  the  engage- 
ment lor  about  iiall  an  hour,  allhongli  die  signal  Iroin 
the  commodore’s  ship,  calling  iiim  oti  tiud  been  hoisted 
lor  some  time;  but  1 suppose  was  iioi  seen  on  account 
ol  a cloud  of  s nuke  winch  hung  around  the  shipping. 

'I'hia  attack  of  Capt.  T.  on  tlie  castle  is  considered 
one  ol  Ihe  most  daiiug  feais  mat  has  been  aitenipted 
since  the  commencement  of  hoatiiiiles. 

During  the  whole  of  to  day  Gen . Faitcrson,  in  con- 
junction with  tlie  navy,  has  been  making  the  most  ex- 
traordinary exertions  to  finish  an  uiirenchment  to  plant 
a muritij  battery,  consisting  of  three  6S’s  and  two  long 
32’s,  which  have  been  lauded  during  the  course  of  the 
day  from  on  b lard  difierent  vessels  of  war. 

Thp  officers  and  sailors  have  heieiofore  borne  the 
brunt  of  i.ll  the  labor  in  landing  the  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  belonging  to  the  army,  and  have  applied  them- 
selves to  it  with  an  energy  that  ccr.amly  entitles  them  to 


great  credit;  but  now  iliat  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
participaliog  in  that  part  of  the  expedidon  where  ho- 
nors are  to  be  won  and  laurels  gaihered,  they  exerted 
themselves  with  an  almost  superhuman  effort.  About 
two  hundred  volunteers  and  sailors  were  attached  to 
each  piece  of  ordnance,  which  was  by  them  conveyed 
over  sand-hills  and  hollows  half  knee  deep  in  sand,  and 
through  a lagoon  about  two  feet  deep  and  seventy  yards 
w ide,  with  a soft  bottom.  They  were  all  placed  in  po- 
sition, about  three  miles  from  where  they  landed, during 
the  night.  The  sailors  and  the  volunteers  worked  ad- 
mirably together. 

During  the  early  part  of  last  evening  the  town  was 
lighted  up  by  a building  on  fire,  which  wag  ignited  by 
the  bomb-shells.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  what  building 
it  was,  but  it  was  supposed  by  the  engineers  to  bo  the 
barracks.  As  soon  as  the  fire  was  discovei-ed  from  our 
mortar  battery,  I was  very  much  gratified  to  observe  the 
cessation  of  our  fire;  for,  notwithstanding  we  were  en- 
deavoring to  destroy  their  town,  or  compel  them  to  sur- 
render it,  with  their  other  strongholds  and  fortifications, 
still  humanity  would  seem  to  require  that  a temporary 
cessation  of  hostilities  should  lake  place  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. War  is  terrible  in  its  most  modified  form; 
but  the  besieging  of  a city  like  Vera  Cruz,  when  we 
know  that  we  are  battering  down  the  houses  over  some 
fellow  creatures’  heads,  but  cannot  tell  whether  we  are 
destroying  the  soldiers — our  real  antagonists — or  the 
women  and  children.  ***  And  then  to  witness  the  burn- 
ing houses  lighting  up  the  church  spires  and  domes  of 
the  prominent  buildings,  with  the  families  moving  about 
on  the  lops  of  the  liouses  in  ihe  utmost  consternation 
and  apparent  despair,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  excite 
a feeling  of  commiseration. 

March  24. — After  the  fire  in  town  last  night,  our  bat- 
teries again  opened  and  continued  until  morning. — 
During  ihe  day  the  army  guns  have  worked  very  slow, 
on  account  of  a short  supply  of  ammunition,  being  pre- 
vented from  landing  any  yesterday  b)  the  noriher. 

Early  in  the  day  Gen.  Patterson  let  the  town  hear 
from  him.  The  entrenchments  and  guns  were  entirely 
undiscovered  by  the  Mexicans  until  ihe  “sailor  lads" 
commenced  unmasking.  They  soon  con  menced  pour- 
ing into  the  ciiy  a severe  and  effective  file,  uni il  a bout 
4 o’clock — ttieir  position  being  only  seven  hundred  yards 
from  ihe  wall  of  the  town,  and  with  such  a ran.e  ai  to 
enable  there  to  flank  most  ol  the  fortifications  and  worka 
from  whence  the  enemy  was  firing. 

'The  follow  ing  is  the  size  and  weight  of  the  guns,  with 
their  officers,  as  Lr  as  I could  learn  them: 

Potomac — 'Two  32  pounders,  63  cwt.,  Caplain  Aulick 
and  Lieut.  Baldwin. 

Raritan — One  32-pounder,  63  cwt.,  Lieut.  Ingersoll. 
Mississippi— One  8 inch  gun,  63  cwt,  Lieut.  Lee. 
Albany — One  8-iiich  gun,  63  cwt.,  Lieut.  Perry. 

St.  Mary's — One  8 inch  gun,  63  cwt.,  Lieut.  Kenne- 
dy. 

The  navy  battery  set  the  town  on  fire  again  to  day. 
The  Mexicans  did  not  fail  to  return  Gen.  Patterson’s 
fire  -w-ith  great  encrsry  nnd  ropidily,  and  I am  sorry  to 
say  wiili  some  effect — killing  4 and  wounding  6 — among 
the  hitler  was  Lieut.  Baldwin,  ol  the  Potomac. 

At  4 o’clock  the  officers  and  cresvs  from  the  navy 
were  relieved  by  ihe  lullovving:  Captain  Mayo,  Lieuls. 
Semmes,  Decamp,  Frailey,  and  Siudman;  Passed  Mid- 
shipmen Nelson,  Gazler,  and  Wager;  M'.cishipineii  Shu- 
brick,  Joe  Smith,  Magaw,  and  Upsliur. 

March  25. — 'f'o  day  the  combainnts  appear  to  be 
more  eager  on  both  sides,  and  the  firing  more  rapid — 
the  army  battery  mounts  eleven  10-ineh  mortars,  four 
long  24’s,  and  four  Cohorns.  During  the  morning  the 
Mexicans  coiicenirated  (heir  fire  as  much  as  possible 
upon  Gen . Patterson  and  Ihe  navy,  but  the  return  fire 
through  the  day  silenced  two  ol  their  batteries,  and  the 
navy  breached  the  walls  m different  places.  Midthip- 
man  Shubrick  and  tliree  sailors  were  killed,  and  one 
mortally  wounded- 

The  naval  officers  ai  Gen.  Patterson’s  battery  were 
relieved  to-day  by  Capt.  Brce.se,  Lieuts.  Knox,  Wem- 
ford,  Alder,  'I’aylor,  Purser  Harris,  Midshipmen  Ben- 
nett, Mayo,  Morris,  and  some  others  whose  names  I 
could  Hot  learn,  Drs,  Baxter,  Nunn,  and  Hairibleton, 
To-day  a white  Hag  was  sent  in,  asking,  on  behalf  of 
the  people,  to  allow  tliem  to  leave  tlie  city,  with  their 
families  and  persons  who  were  making  no  resistance. — 

I could  not  learn  wliai  was  the  precise  nature  of  the 
reply,  but  they  did  not  get  what  they  desired — tliey  had 
wailed  a little  too  long.  Gen.  Scott  was  not  the  person 
to  be  caught  by  a ruse  of  this  kind- 

March  26.— Last  night  Gov.  Morales  was  strongly 
imporluned  by  the  iniiabilants,  who  are  said  to  be  suf- 
fering severely,  lo  surrender  the  town;  but  he  wasobsti- 
riaie,  and  would  not  listen  to  their  appeals.  He  declared 
lie  would  not  surrender  the  girrisoned  works  until  every 
man  was  buried  underneath  their  ruins,  and  not  one 
stone  left  on  top  of  aiunher.  Tnereupon  a meeting  of 
the  National  Guard  was  held,  and  Gov.  Morales  was 
deposed,  and  Gtn.  Landeru  placed  in  command. 

Our  batteries  woiked  last  night,  and  up  to  9 o’clock 
this  niorning,  with  ajipareiit  increased  vigor,  when  a flag 
ol  truce  was  received  by  Gem  Scott,  w ith  a proffer  on 
the  part  of  the  Mexicans  to  treat  for  a surrender.  Ac- 
cordingly, a commission  on  our  part  was  appointed, 
consisungot  Gens.  Worth  and  Pillow,  Col.  Totten,  and 
Capt,  Aulick,  of  the  navy,  who  met  the  Mexican  com- 
mission at  the  lime  kiln,  on  the  right  of  our  mortar  bat- 
tery, about  one  mile  distant,  and  they  continued  in  ses- 
sion during  the  day. 

Early  tins  niormrg  a norther  sprung  up  very  suddenly, 
and  blew  most  lunuusly  all  day.  KuUe  Boreas  piped 
liis  shiillest  whistle,  and  old  Neptune  seemed  to  do  hLi 
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b«st>  in  ihe  seiter.il  commotinn  by  land  nivl  Pen;  l!ie 
nfted  clouds  fte"  like  s^.ble  wiiigeil  m.-sseiiger,s  uf  deaiii 
through  the  air;  while  ihe  furious  lashed  ocean  piled  her 
crested  waves  far  upon  the  beach.  The  clouds  of  sand 
■wept  like  hail  across  the  strand,  from  hill-top  to  the 
valley’s  depth,  and  almost  like  the  famed  sirocco  of 
Egypt,  with  maelstrom-force,  or  the  sweeping  blast  over 
Za  hara’s  desert,  filled  the  air  with  darkness,  and  man 
and  beast  with  feelings  of  dismay.  The  mariner  was 
tempest  tossed  by  the  quick  surges  of  the  angry  deep, 
and  fear  might  well  blanch  the  cheek  of  the  boldest. — 
The  soldier  cowered  low,  to  escape  the  drifting  sand 
that,  in  almost  impalpable  p irhch  s.  penetrated  even  the 
amallest  apertures;  tents  were  lifted  from  their  positions, 
and  in  many  instances  torn  literally  into  ribands,  and 
clothing  and  camp  equipage  were  strewn  in  conlusion 
for  miles  around. 

During  the  prevalence  of  this  violent  gale,  the  steam 
■hip  Alabama  went  ashore,  but  was  got  off  with  the  as- 
•istance  of  the  boat’s  crew  of  the  Princeton,  under 
Midshipman  Bassett.  The  brig  Porpoise,  about  ten  miles 
at  sea,  was  thrown  on  her  beam  ends,  and  compelled  to 
throw  overboard  her  lee  guns.  About  thirty  vessels 
were  driven  ashore  opposite  Sacrificios,  of  which  the 
Eliza  S.  Leppor  was  got  off  by  the  boats  of  the  Prince- 
ton. 

During  the  whole  day,  amidst  the  prevalence  of  the 
■torm,  the  commissioners  were  endeavoring  to  'ellle  the 
terms  of  treaty.  They  adjourtied  at  night,  and  gave  the 
Mexicans  until  6 o’clock  of  the  27tli,  to  accept  or  reject 
The  enemy  was  evidently  in  a bad  position  and  trying 
to  get  the  best  terms  possible.  But  Gen.  Scott,  I think 
I may  safely  say,  representing  the  interests  of  our  coun- 
try, and  holding,  as  it  were,  the  honor  of  our  arms  in 
his  grasp,  will  accede  to  no  proposition  but  such  a one, 
in  general  terms,  as  he  mav  advance.  He  would  pre 
fer  whipping  terms  out  of  them,  inch  by  inch,  if  neces- 
sary, than  to  yield  the  interests  of  the  nation,  or  honor 
of  our  flag.  Our  banner  musi  be  planted  upon  ihe  walls 
of  the  city  and  castle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulua,  in  honor  and 
respect  by  the  world  at  large. 

March  27. — 'I  his  morning  the  Mexicans  did  not  ac- 
cede to  the  terms  of  the  commissioners,  and  orders  were 

given  to  fire  again  at  9 o’clock.  However,  about  that 
our  the  enemy  solicited  another  meeting  of  the  com 
niissioners. 

Gen.  Patterson’s  battery  was  relieved  to-day  by  the 
following  officers  from  the  navy:  Capt.  Forrest;  Lieut*. 
Case,  Blunt,  Eld,  Humphrey,  Almy,  Rogers,  and  Clai- 
borne; Midshipmen  Hunter,  Rensliaw,  Cilley,  Smith, 
Genet,  Barbuur,  Carter,  Jones,  and  L^dge. 

A general  impression  pervades  the  camp  to-day  that 
the  Mexicans  are  treating  only  lor  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing breaches  and  fi.xing  up  their  destroyed  fortifica- 
lions;  but  our  engineers  and  ordnance  officers  have  not 
been  behind  them  in  this  respect.  During  the  day  we 
have  been  placing  our  guns  in  belter  position,  supjilying 
the  magazine  with  ammunition,  and  providing  the  army 
with  scaling  ladder#  and  ibeir  appmteii.ances,  ready  to 
scale  the  walls  and  pass  the  breaches,  if  necessary  to 
take  the  city  by  storm. 

The  terms,  how'ever,  were  agreed  upon  and  submit- 
ted for  ratification. 

March  28. — Com.  Perry  was  preparing  to  land  ano- 
ther battery  of  ten  guns  from  the  Ohio,  but  the  necessity 
■was  obviated  by  ihe  ratification  by  both  parties  of  the 
■lipulations  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners. 

'J'he  Mexicans  surrendered  tlie  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and 
castle  of  San  Juan  d’Uiua,  and  the  armament  and  mu- 
nitions of  war,  together  with  their  small  arms.  The 
officers  retained  their  sids  arms,  and  the  whole  surren- 
dered as  prisoners  of  war,  and  aie  allowed  to  retire  into 
the  country  on  iheir  parole. 

The  following  was  issued  from  headquarters,  which 
directs  the  manner  and  force  to  lake  possession  of  the 
■urtendered  works; 

Army  Headquarters, 

Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz,  March  28. 

1.  By  articles  of  capiiulaiioo  signed  and  exehoitt;ed, 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulua, 
with  their  dependencies,  are  to  be  gariisoned  by  the  for- 
ces of  the  United  States  to-iiiorrovv  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

2.  In  the  mean  time  no  officer  or  man  of  said  forces 
will  approach  either  of  those  places  neater  than  our 
batteries  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 5,  respectively,  except  by  special 
order  or  permission  on  some  ma  ter  of  public  duty. 

3.  Pending  ihe  ceremony  of  surrender,  the  whole 
•rmy  will  stand  by  its  arms,  each  corps  near  its  present 
ground,  ready  to  advance  and  attack  if  necessary. 

4.  The  first  brigade  of  regulars  and  a volunteer  bri- 
gade to  be  designated  by  Major  Gen.  Patterson,  together 
with  any  detachment  from  the  United  Stales  squadron 
under  Com.  Perry  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  designate, 
will  be  present  at  the  ceremonies  of  evacuating  and 
•urrendering.  These  forces  will  occupy  such  positions 
at  the  ceremonies  as  may  be  assigned  by  Brig.  General 
Worth,  detachments  of  whose  brigade  will  garrison  the 
surrendered  works. 

6.  Until  these  garrisons,  with  their  necessary  guards, 
•entinels,  and  patrols,  are  duly  established,  no  oiher  per- 
son whatsoever  will  be  allowed,  except  on  special  duty, 
to  enter  either  of  the  surrendered  places. 

6.  The  inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  their  properly, 
are  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  ever):  American’s 
honor;  and  any  miscreant  who  sliali  do  injury  to  any 
persons  or  property  sliall  be  promptly  brought  before  a 
military  commission,  under  general  orders  No.  20. 

By  command  of  Major  Gen.  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  Asst.  Act.  Adj.  Gen. 
March  29. — The  camp  of  the  first  brigade  has  been 
▼*rv  active  in  making  preparations  to  receive  the  com- 1 


pliments  of  the  Mc.x’ran  arm  v and  theh' arms,  and  to] 
occupy  the  positi-oi  wii  ch  they  are  nb.inl  lo  yield  to  the  - 
superiority  of  our  arms  and  courage  ol  our  troops.  The  : 
following  order  (No.  16)  will  show  you  ihe  dispesiiion  of 
our  troops  in  the  garrison  and  llie  order  of  taking  pos 
session: 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Camp  Washington,  near  Vera  Cruz,  March  28. 

1st.  The  brigade  (except  the  guard  of  all  description*) 
will  be  under  arms  ai  8 a.  m.  lo  morrow  morning,  can- 
teens filled  and  haversacks  supplied  as  prescribed. 

2d.  Lieut.  Col  Duncan’s  light  baliery  will  take  the 
head  of  lire  column,  and  be  prepared  lo  fire  a salute  ot 
twenty-eight  guns. 

3d.  One  company  of  2d  artillery  and  one  company  of 
8ih  infantry,  under  Major  Wright,  wtll  occupy  Fort 
Conception;  one  company  of  3d  artillery  and  one  com- 
pany of  infantry,  under  Major  Scott,  will  occupy  Fort 
S'.  Jago;  one  company  of  ariillery,  and  one  company  of 
4ih  infantry,  one  company  of  6th  infantry,  and  one  com- 
pany of  8th  infantry,  uiirier  Lieut.  Col  Belton,  will  oc- 
cupy the  Castle  of  S en  Juan  d’Ulua;  the  remainder  of 
the  brigade,  not  on  duly,  will  be  marched  to  the  Plaza. 

4lh.  At  2 o’clock  p.  m.  t!ie  flag  of  the  United  Slates 
will  be  hoisted  on  the  several  named  works,  and  a sa- 
lute of  twenty-eight  guns  fired  from  each,  beginning  at 
Fort  St.  Jago,  next  Fort  Conception,  next  San  Juan 
d’Ulua,  and,  finally,  from  the  light  battery  ot  the  Plaza. 

5th.  Not  an  officer  or  soldier  will  be  allowed  to  leave 
their  ranks  or  station  until  further  orders. 

6th.  During  the  ceremony  of  the  surrendering  of  the 
Mexican  troops  not  the  slighiesi  noise  or  cheering  will 
be  permitted.  When  our  flags  are  hoisted,  in  addition 
to  the  batteries,  they  may  be  saluted  wish  cheers  by  sol 
diers  not  under  arms. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Worth. 

W.  W.  MACKALL,  Ass.  Adj.  Gen. 

At  9 o’clock  Gen  Worth’s  and  Gen.  Pillow’s  brigade 
formed  about  three  hundered  yards  apart,  opposite  each 
other,  and  the  Mexicans  marched  out,  stacked  their 
arms,  and  marched  off  Our  troops  then  moved  in  co- 
lumn into  the  city  at  2 o’clock,  planted  the  star  spangled 
banner  on  the  walls,  where  but  a short  lime  previous 
had  waived  that  of  a vain  and  conceited  foe.  The  stars 
and  stripes  went  up  first  on  Fort  Santiago,  then  on  Fort 
Conception,  and  then  on  the  Castle  and  other  places.-— 
Each  flag  as  it  went  up  received  the  national  salute, 
which  was  answered  by  the  squadron;  the  yards  of  tiie 
vessels  were  manned  and  our  colors  hailed  with  three 
cheers. 

Com.  Perry  was  present  in  the  Mosquito  Fleet,  under 
Capt.  Tatnall,  at  the  evacuation  and  surrender. 


RAILROAD  STATISTICS 


The  value  of  the  statistical  tables  and  statements 
which  are  subjoined,  at  the  moment  when  so  many 
railroads  are  about  to  be  constructed  in  the  United 
Slates,  will  be  duly  appreciated.  They  have  been 
compiled  with  great  care  and  much  labour  and  ought 
to  be  widely  circulated  as  well  as  carefully  preserv- 
ed, as  furnishing  historical  data,  on  one  of  the  most 
important  reforms  of  the  present  age.  We  have  a 
column  of  items  in  regard  to  the  improvements  now 
in  operation,  in  progress  of  construction,  and  in  con- 
templation in  this  country,  wailing  for  room  in  our 
columns.  The  railroads  of  a single  state,  New 
York,  is  all  we  can  afford  space  for  this  week, 

steam  navigation  and  railroads  in  GERMANY 

By  the  kindness  of  a foreign  gentleman  residing  in 
Washington,  we  are  enabled  to  present  te  our  read- 
ers a complete  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  rail- 
roads in  Germany,  their  distances,  speed,  charges, 
&c.,  and  also  a view  of  the  steam  navigation,  boib 
oceanic  and  interior,  of  that  great  and  interesting  di- 
vision of  Europe.  'These  statement*  are  compiled 
from  authentic  data,  and  their  accuracy  may  be  re- 
lied on;  and  we  think  that  our  readers  will  be  struck 
with  Ihs  vast  extent  and  grandeur  of  the  system  of 
interconiDiunication  which  they  exhibit,  as  well  as 
by  the  comparative  cheapness  of  the  fare  on  the  va 
rious  railroad  lines. — JVat.  Intel. 

Tab  LE  1 shows  that  all  Ihe  seaports  of  Germany, 
those  of  the  North  sea  as  well  as  those  of  the  Baltic 
and  Adriatic  seas,  are  in  direct  communication  with 
the  principal  ports  of  England,  France,  the  Nether- 
lands, Russia,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  the  Orient,  by 
a fleet  of  sixty  two  steamers,  w ith  about  six  thou- 
sand two  hundred  horse  power.  Hereto  ought  lobe 
added  the  new  eslablishtd  steamer  line  between 
New  York  and  Bremen,  whose  first  steamer  will  in 
the  course  of  the  next  month,  make  tier  liisi  trip. 

Table  II.  By  this  table  it  is  shown  that  about  173 
steamboats,  of  about  9400  horse  power,  in  which  a ca- 
pital of  nearly  5,700,000  thalers  is  invested,  run  on  the 
principal  rivers  and  lakes  of  Germany,  belonging  al- 
most without  exception  to  German  companies,  which 
is  not  the  case  with  the  ocean  steamers,  which  only 
in  part  are  owned  by  German  capitalists.  On  the 
Rhine  numerous  steamboats  run  Irora  its  mouth,  in 
Holland,  up  to  Switzerland.  Extensive  is  the  com- 


merce which  is  carried  nn  by  many  stpa-i'hnals  on 
the  Elbe,  ami  its  iiitititary  ihe  'iildm,  fr'Mii  the 
mouth  of  the  first  named  river,  al  Cuxhaven,  through 
Prussia  and  Saxony,  into  Ihe  very  heart  of  Bohemia. 
From  the  mouth  of  the  Weser,  below  Bremen,  where 
it  empties  into  the  North  sea,  up  to  its  origin,  form- 
ed by  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Werra  and  Fulda, 
and  on  the  latter  river  up  lo  Cassel,  in  Hessia,  the 
communication  is  effected  by  steam.  On  the  Oder 
ply  steamers  between  Stettin  and  Frankfort.  The 
river  Danube,  (which,  by  a canal,  is  connected  with 
the  Rhine,)  on  its  whole  length,  from  Ulrn,  in  Wur- 
lemburg,  where  it  first  becomes  navigable,  flowing 
through  B.ivaria,  Austria,  Hungary,  iVloldaw,  Wal- 
lachia,  and  emptying  into  the  Black  sea,  presents  a 
number  of  steamboats. 

TABLE  I. 

Ocean  Steam  JVavigalion  of  Germany. 

HOURS.  FROM — 


HOURS. 

lio.stock,  on  the  Bahic, 


FROM 

Leer,  in  Hanover,  to 
Emden 

Bremen  to  Norderney 
Amsterdam 
Hull 

Hamburg  to  Norderney  16 
Amsterdam 
London 
Hull 

Helgoland 
Havre 
Rotterdam 
Dunkirk 
Hiisiim 

Leith,  (Edinburgh,) 

Kiel,  on  the  Baltic,  to' 

Flenshurgh 
Allburgh 
Copenhagen 
Christiana 
Stockholm 

I.ubec  lo  Copenhagen 
Ysladi 
.Stockholm 
Reval 

Cronstadi,  (Peters- 
burgh) 

Rostock 

TABLE  II. 

Steam  JVavigation  on  the  Rivers  and  Lakes  of  Germany. 
A.  — The  Rhine. 

Four  companies  with  39  steamers  for  passengers 
and  freight,  and  13  steamboats  for  towing;  besides, 
there  are  22  towboats  for  Ihe  transport  of  goods  be- 
tween Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  and  Cologne. 

These  steamers  ply  between  Rotterdam,  Amster- 
dam, and  Basle,  in  Switzerland,  and  all  intermediate 
ports. 

NO,  OF  steamboats. 

G. — Eras — From  Leer 
10  Emden  and  Del- 
fzyl  3 


6 

to  Copenhagen 

14 

14 

Siralsund,  on  ihe  Bai- 

30 

lie  III  Ysiadt 

12 

36 

Stettin  lo  Swinemunde 

6 

16 

Stralsiind 

15 

33 

Putibiis 

14 

44 

Copenhagen 

20 

36 

Cammin 

12 

8 

Ys'adt 

16 

64 

Cronsiadt,  (Peiers- 

28 

biiigh) 

77 

40 

Danizig  to  Konigsberg 

10 

— 

Memel  and  Tilsit 

— 

— 

Elbing,  on  the  Baltic, 

to  Konigsberg 

8 

10 

Konigsberg  to  Meiliel 

— 

46 

Trieste  lo  Venice 

6 

14 

Ancona 

14 

72 

Corfu 

46 

60 

Syra 

90 

16 

Smyrna 

110 

15 

Consiantinople 

216 

60 

Pa  Iras 

66 

70 

Scio 

102 

Cattaro 

40 

80 

Alexandria,  Egypt 

ISO 

5 

Athens,  in  Greece 
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NO.  OF  STEAMBOATS. 
B. — 7'he  Danube. 

Between  Ulm,  Regens- 
burgh,  and  Linz  5 


Linz  and  Vienna  33  fl. — Main,  tiib  itary  of 


VieniiB,  Pressburg, 
Pesih,  and  Constan- 
tinople, (from  Vien- 
na lo  the  latter  port 
in  about  12  or  14 
days)  the  No.  could 
not  be  ascertained. 

C.  — Save,  Culpa,  Theiss, 
tributaries  of  Danube. 

Between  Sisseck  and 
Senilin  2 

D.  — Elbe  and  its  tribu- 

tary the  Muldau. 

From  Prague  to  Dresden  2 
Dresden  to  Leitmerilz 


Hamburgh  lo  Magdeburg  8 
Potsdam  3 

Boiizenburgh  1 

Honpte 
Haarbiirgh 

Reiher.slieg  1 

Glucksladt  1 

Stade  1 

Tzehoe  1 

Cuxhiizen  6 

Newhaus  1 

E — JV p.ver. 

'I’wo  companies  between 


the  Rhine. 

Between  Bamberg  and 
Mainz  7 

Between  Frankfort  and 
Mainz  (here  empties 
tile  Main  into  the 
Rhine,)  2 

T. — Neckar,  tributary  of 
the  Rhine. 

From  Heilbroiin  to  Ma- 
tnilieim  3 

K. — Musel  and  Saar, 
both  tributaries  of 
ilie  Rhine. 

From  Metz  to  Trier  3 

I'rier  to  Cohle:iiz  5 

3 Saarhruckeii  to 

1 Saarlotiis  1 

1 L — Oder. 

3 From  Frankfort  to  Stet- 
tin 1 

Steltin  to  Swinemunde  6 


Sieliin  to  Camniin 
Stetiin  to  Siralsund 
Tow  steamers 
M. — Trave. 

From  Lubec  to  Trave- 
niundi 


Bremen  and  Minden  8 H.— Bodensee,  (Lake  of 


Between  Bremen  and 
Bremarhafen 
Between  Bremen  and 
Oldenburg 

F. — Fulda  and  Werra. 
From  Cassel  lo  Minden 


Constance./ 

3 Three  companies  with  8 
O. — Chiemsce. — Lake  in 
2 Bavaria  1 

P- — Truunsee. — Lake  in 
1 Auoiriu  near  Salzburg  1 


Table  LI  shows  that  a nearly  completed  exten- 
sive railroad  system  exists  throughout  Germanv, 
which  brings  ils  seaports  in  communication  with 
each  other  ami  with  the  principal  places  in  the  inte- 
rior, at  the  same  lime  standing  in  immediate  connex- 
ion with  the  railroads  ol  Belgium  and  France.  By 
the  roads  already  finished,  forming  together  a length 
of  about  2, GUO  English  miles,  as  well  as  by  those 
which  will  Le  finished  in  the  course  of  ihii  nr  the 
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TABLE  m. 

RAII,  ROADS  IN  GERMANT. 


Hamburs',  Berlin 
Berlin,  Frankfort  on  the  Oder 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  Breslau 
Breslau,  Brieg,  Oppeln,  Cosel 
Cosel,  Ralibor,  Oderberg 
Oderberg,  Vienna 

Vienna,  Gloggniiz,  (on  the  northern  side  of  a 
mountain,) 

Murzzuschlag,  (on  the  southern  side  of  the 
same  mountain,  about  ten  miles  from  Glogg- 
nilz,  which  distance  is  most  probably  finish- 
ed at  this  moment,)  Gratz,  Marburg,  Cilly 
Gilley,  Trieste 

Berlin,  Coethen 
Coelhen,  Halle 
Halle,  Leipzig 
Leipzig,  Dresden 
Dresden.  Prague 
Prague,  Vienna 

Berlin,  Stettin 
Stettin,  StargarJ 


Aliona,  Kiel 


Haarburg,  (opposite  Hamburg,)  Hanover 
Hanover,  Minden  on  the  Weaer,  Hamm,  Duis- 
burg 

Duisburg,  Dusssldorf 
Dusseldorf,  Cologne 

Cologne,  Aachen,  Verviers,  (frontier  of  Bel- 
gium,) 


Bremen,  Hanover 
Hanover,  Hildesheim 
Hildesheim,  Cassel 
Cassel,  Frankfort  on  the  Main 
Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Darmstadt,  Heidelberg, 
Mannheim 

Mannheim,  Carlsruhe,  Frieburg,  [a  small 
branch  leads  to  Strasburg,  in  France,) 
Frieburg,  Basel 


Halle,  Weissenfels 

Weissenfeds,  Naumburg,  Erfurt,  Cassel 


Hanover,  Brunswick 
Brunswick,  Magdeburg 
Magdeburg,  Potsdam,  Berlin 
Magdeburg,  Coethen 
Brunswick,  Harzburgh 
Oschersicben,  Halberstadt 
Leipzig,  Werdau,  Reichenbach 
Reichenbach,  Kulmbach 
Kuhnbach,  Lichtenfels 
Lichtenfels,  Bamberg,  Nurnberg 
Huniberg,  Donauwoerih 
Donauwoerth,  Augsburg,  Munich 
Augsburg,  Kempten,  Lindau,  (on  the  Lake  of 
Constanz,) 

Glucksiads,  Elmshorn 
Neumunster,  Rendsburg 
Dresden,  Bautzen 
Sorau,  Glogau 
Kohlfurt,  Gorlitz 
Breslau,  Schweidnitz,  Freiburg 
Kosel,  Mislowiiz,  (frontier  of  Prussian  Silesia, 
and  Galicia,) 

Mislowitz,  Cracow 
Cologne,  Bonn 
Dusseldorf,  Elberfeld 

Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Mainz,  Wiesbaden 

Nurnberg,  Furih 

Vienna,  Stockerau 

Vienna,  Laxemburg 

Linz,  Budweis 

Linz,  Gmnnden 

Vienna,  Brunn 
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Remarks. 


NO.  I. 

The  completion  of  the  road  from  Cilly  to  Trieste, 
a distance  of  about  108  English  miles,  and  some  miles 
near  Oderberg,  which  are  already  in  the  course  of 
^construction,  and  soon  will  be  opened  for  communi- 
cation, will  form  the  last  link-of  the  ^rst  great  con- 
nexion between  Hamburg  (the  North  sea)  and  Trieste, 
(the  Adriatic  sea,)  a length  of  978  English  miles. 


1 NO.  II. 

The  road  from  Dresden  to  Prague  will  most  probably 
.be  finished  in  the  course  of  this  or  the  next  year,  and 
j thus  the  second  great  chain  between  Hamburg  and  Tri- 
1 este  will  be  completed. 

J 

) NO.  III. 

( These  roads  bring  the  Baltic  with  the  Adriatic  sea  in 
^ connexion. 

NO.  IV. 

Links  the  Baltic  sea  with  the  river  Elbe. 

NO.  V. 

After  these  roads  are  finished,  which  for  the  most 
part,  in  all  probability,  will  be  done  in  the  course  of  this 
year,  the  Elbe  is  connected  with  the  Rhine.  From 
Verviers  the  road  extends  by  way  ofLuttich  to  Mecheln, 

1 and  from  there  is  continued  to  the  north  to  Antwerp, 
Ghent,  and  Ostend,  and  so  connects  the  North  sea  di- 
rectly with  the  manufacturing  districts  on  the  Rhine. — 
To  the  south  it  leads  by  way  of  Mons,  Lille,  Arras,  to 
. Paris, 

'1  NO.  VI. 

This  important  road,  of  which  the  greater  part  is 
completed,  and  those  parts  remaining  to  be  finished,  be- 
ing with  few  exceptions  in  the  way  of  construction, 
opens  to  the  Swi.ss  and  southern  German  manufactures 
Ian  extensive  and  valuable  market  in  the  Hanse  towns, 

I Bremen,  and  Hamburg.  From  Bruchsal  (a  station  on 
the  road  from  Frankfort  on  the  Main  to  Mannheim)  a 
branch  leads  by  way  of  Stuttgard,  Dim,  to  Friedrichs- 
shafen,  on  the  Lake  of  Constanz,  in  Switzerland,  though 
this  way  is  only  partly  commencedj  it  is  expected  to  be 
J finished  in  no  very  distant  time. 

1 NO.  VII. 

I Links  the  road  of  Elbe,  Rhine,  and  Switzerland  with 
)•  the  road  from  Hamburg  to  Trieste.  The  railroad  from 
I Weissenfels  to  Cassel  will  have  been  finished  by  this 
J time. 

1 NO.  VIII. 

I Another  road  linking  the  Rhine  to  the  Oder,  Baltic, 

I and  Adriatic  seas;  w’hole  length  231  miles. 

f Branches  of  the  Brunswick  and  Magdeburg  railroad 


NO.  IX. 

^ This  road  links  the  interior  part  of  southarn  Germany 
j and  Swiizerland  with  the  North  and  Baltic  seas. 

J 

I Branches  of  the  Altona  and  Kiel  railroad. 

J Branches  of  the  Frankfort  on  the  Oder  and  Breslau 
railroad. 

NO.  X. 

r These  railroads  will  be  finished  now,  and  thus  corn- 
's plete  she  route  from  Breslau  to  Cracau.  From  Oder- 
berg, also,  a branch  will  be  built  to  Cracow,  and  brings 
by  this  way  Vienna  with  the  latter  place  in  communi- 
cation. The  road  to  Cracow  will  be  continued  to  War- 
saw, and  thus  carries  the  commerce  of  Germany  in 
communication  with  the  interior  of  Poland. 

The  communication  at  the  present  time  is  effected  by 
horses,  but  soon  will  be  replaced  by  steam. 


her^^  afoL The  B^  ^ already  in  the  course  of  construction;  for  instance,  the  road  from  Berlin  and  Stettin  to  Dantzig,  continued  over  Konigr 

? f “rV'  Russian  frontier,  anoiher  road  from  Stettin  to  Posen;  a road  in  south  Germany,  linking  the  roads  sub.  No.  1,  2,  6,  and  9.  It  is  worthy  to  be 
inentioned  that  from  Vienna  a large  road  into  the  interior  of  Hungary  is  projected,  and  the  greater  part  thereof  is  already  commenced. 
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next  Year,  amounting  to  about  300  English  miles  in 
Austria  and  650  English  miles  in  Prussia,  and  in  the 
other  German  States  in  about  the  same  proportion, 
the  great  lines,  from  the  ports  of  the  North  and  the 
Baltic  seas,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  Stettin,  through 
Prussia,  Saxony,  Bavaria,  and  Austria,  to  Trieste, 
situated  on  the  Adriatic  sea,  the  line  from  the  fron- 
tier of  Belgium  (in  connexion  with  the  roads  which 
Belgium  has  constructed  to  its  north  seaports,  Ostand 
and  Antwerp,  and-  France,  by  way  of  Paris,  to  Hav- 
re) upwards  along  the  course  of  the  Rhine  into  Swit- 
zerland, and,  finally,  the  several  roads  from  the  east 
to  the  west,  between  the  Rhine,  Weser,  Elbe,  and 
Oder,  will  be  completed. 

The  average  speed  ol  the  locomotives  on  the  Ger- 
man railroads,  whose  excellent  construction  gives 
the  greatest  confidence  in  their  safety,  (and,  indeed, 
accidents  are  very  seldom  heard  of  on  these  roads,) 
is  about  twenty  English  miles  in  an  hour,  including 
the  necessary  detention  at  the  stations.  The  fare, 
in  proportion,  is  very  cheap;  for  instance,  the  fare  in 
the  second  class  cars,  which  are  generally  taken  by 
the  traveller*,  and  wiiich  are  extremely  com/ortable 
and  well  made,  is  an  average  of  about  two  cents  per 
English  mile.  For  particulars,  we  refer  to  the  re- 
marks in  the  tables. 

In  reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  Germany,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  completion 
of  the  above  mentioned  roads  in  a short  time  will 
bring  all  the  manulacturing  districts  of  that  country 
in  immediate  contact  i^ith  Hamburg  and  Bremen, 
and  the  latter  being  the  point  of  termination  of  the 
New  York  steamer  line  to  Germany,  will  thus  be- 
came ihe  centre  or  great  staple  place  of  imports  from 
the  United  Stales  and  of  export  of  German  manu- 
factures to  the  United  Stales.  The  tobacco  trade 
with  Germany  and  the  emigration  from  that  country 
to  the  United  Stales  have  now  almost  concentrated 
in  Bremen,  the  number  of  emigrants  shipped  to  the 
United  Stales  having  increased  in  the  last  years  to 
upwards  of  30.000  per  annum.  Facilities  for  com- 
munication exist  already  on  a groat  scale,  and  the 
railroad  from  there  to  Hanover,  in  connexion  with 
the  whole  railroad  system  in  the  interior,  must  give  a 
new  impulse  to  the  commerce  of  that  port.  The 
numerous  manufactures  of  Berlin,  Saxonv,  Silesia, 
Bohemia,  Westphalia,  and  the  Rhenish  province, 
consisting  principally  of  linens,  woollens,  cloths  and 
cassimeres,  worsted  studs,  hosiery,  dyed  and  printed 
cotton  goods,  glassware,  china,  silks,  mixed  silks, 
velvets,  manulactures  of  iron  and  steel,  brass  and 
wood,  will  supply  with  freights  the  New  York  Bre- 
men steamers  to  a large  amount  of  these  arlieles. — 
All  passengers  from  Germany  and  the  North  of  Eu- 
rope will  be  induced  to  choose  this  cheap  and  conve- 
nient conveyance  for  the  United  States,  and  fill  up 
the  state  rooms;  and  a great  number  of  the  emigrants 
who  have  converted  their  property  into  cash  to  set- 
tle with  their  families  in  the  Western  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  will  also  probably  prefer  ttiis  convey- 
ance to  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a long  naviga- 
tion in  merchant  vessels,  if  the  fare  for  steerage  pas- 
Bcngers  on  board  of  these  steamers  will  not  be  over 
$30  or  $60. 

With  regard  to  the  postage  revenue  of  the  said 
steamers,  it  is  obvious  that  the  far  greater  part  of 
letters  intended  lor  the  United  States  from  Germa- 
ny and  the  northern  countries  of  Europe,  and  vice 
versa,  will  be  convoyed  by  the  New  York  Bremen 
steamers,  the  postage  being  only  twenty-four  cents 
for  all  letters  not  over  half  ounce  weight. 

FRENCH  RAILROADS, 

Correspondence  of  the  Boston  JUas. 

The  history  of  the  railroads  ol  France  is  an  illus- 
tration of  French  character  and  politics.  Up  to  the 
year  1835  they  were  lew  and  insignificant,  merely 
serving  as  outlets  to  coal  mines,  while  in  England, 
the  enterprising  spirit  of  commerce  had  well  advan- 
ced the  network  w hose  iron  meshes  now  unite  all 
the  principal  towns — Belgium  had  adopted  a national 
•yslem,  as  the  only  means  of  maintaining  her  inde 
pendence— phlegmatic  Germany  was  gradually  fall 
ing  into  this  newly  created  current  of  enterprise — and 
the  United  Stales,  energetic  and  daring,  had  planned 
vast  schemes  for  connecting  her  distant  people  and 
vaiied  intensls.  France  alone  remained  stationary, 
yet  her  tardiness  was  not  wholly  unproductive  ol 
benefit,  for  she  has  thus  been  enabled  to  profii 
by  the  truth  disclosing  experience  of  other  nations, 
whose  haste  aflbided  her  an  invaluable  fountain  of 
iniiruction.  Joint  slock  cupidity  has  sown  broadcast 
over  England,  trunk-lines  and  branches,  some  occa- 
sioning immense  private  loss,  and  nearly  all  construc- 
ted without  the  least  regard  for  that  general  utility 
to  which  they  must  eventually  be  adapted,  at  a great 
expense,  should  the  people  win  "the  battle  of  the  gan- 
gos.”  The  Belgian  government’s  theoretic  system, 
with  its  ideal  centre,  is  found  inconvenient  for  use; 
the  German  roads  have  been  saddled  with  a ruinous 


outlay — and  in  the  United  States,  that  go-ahead, 
“vaulting  ambition  which  o’erleaps  itself”  hat  pro- 
jected many  unprofitable  lines,  constructed,  almost 
all,  with  a false  economy,  and  often  involved  states, 
corporations  and  individuals  in  pecuniary  embarrest- 
ments,  which  clouded  our  national  honor,  and  caus- 
ed a vast  amount  of  individual  misery.  In  1835  this 
speculative  epidemic  reached  France,  where  rail- 
roads were  then  left  to  individual  speculation,  and 
the  almost  unrestricted  direction  of  capitalists.  Under 
their  auspices  boats  of  engineers  and  laboiors  were 
sent  forth,  with  the  same  en  avant  spirit  that  equipped 
Napoleon’s  array  of  Italy — to  encounter  the  obsta- 
cles ever  attendant  on  experience.  It  was  soon  found 
that  lines  which  promised  the  greatest  results  would 
be  almost  valueless,  owing  to  conflicting  interests, 
want  of  capital,  and  other  causes  incidental  to  their 
private  ownership,  and  a panic  ensued  equal  to  that 
when  the  disastrous  cry  of  sautie  qui  pent  was  echoed 
at  Waterloo.  Projected  lines  were  abandoned, 
companies  dissolved,  slocks  fell,  and  the  reaction 
was  as  violent  as  the  stagnation  had  been  complete, 
until  arrested  by  the  master-mind  of  Louis  Philippie. 

In  1841,  the  King  became  persuaded,  from  the 
reports  of  his  agents,  sent  to  all  countries  where 
railroads  were  in  operation,  that  they  would  sooner 
or  later  be  indispensable  in  France,  and  that  as 
apolitico-economical  engine  of  great  power,  it  would 
be  important  to  have  them  under  the  control  of,  and 
subservient  to  the  throne.  A law  was  accordingly 
passed  in  1842,  by  the  chambers,  authorising  the 
government  to  construct  trunk  lines,  radiating  in  dif- 
ferent directions  from  Paris,  (leaving  others  to 
branch  from  them,  as  public  convenience  might 
suggest,)  in  a permanent  and  unalterable  manner, 
free  from  the  caprices  of  speculative  spirit  of  capi- 
talists. This  insures  the  greatest  possible  public 
benefit,  at  the  smallest  expense — rivets  the  system 
of  centralisation,  so  strengthening  to  the  reigning 
dynasty — facilitates  the  transport  of  troops,  to  main- 
tain the  throne  or  repel-invasion;  and  increase  the 
fortunes  of  the  aristocracy  of  wealth,  who  have 
usurped  the  place  of  the  ancient  noblesse.  Public 
opinion,  thus  powerfully  rallied,  returned  to  railroads 
with  the  zeal  of  an  in  tide  wave,  which  advances  far- 
ther after  each  retreat;  companies  to  work  the  lines 
sprang  up  in  scores,  English  capital  was  enlisted, 
experienced  foreigners  aided  the  officers  of  the 
Fonts  el  Chaussees  in  directing  the  work,  and  the 
guvernment  iound  it  no  easy  task  to  control  the 
ardor  which  it  had  resuscitated.  The  exchange  has 
sinre  presented  a scene  of  greedy  speculation,  almost 
equalling  the  ru«  quincampoix  in  the  days  of  Law’s 
Mississippi  scheme,  whicti  called  forth  so  many  re- 
ii.onstrances  from  the  moralists,  and  opprobriums 
from  the  satirists  of  the  last  century.  "Rem,  Qao- 
cunque  modo,  rent,”  is  the  popular  motto,  and  all  clas- 
ses, sexes  and  conditions  are  attempting  to  amass 
wealth  by  the  contagious  fury  of  speculation,  losing 
sight  of  the  more  legitimate  employment  of  steady 
industry.  Fortunes  have  been  accumulated  by  some 
who  started  without  a sou  of  capital;  others  have 
been  precipitated  from  competence  into  want,  and 
the  contest  between  rapacious  roguery  and  rapacious 
credulity  has  developed  materi  Is  for  startling  ro- 
mances, in  any  number. 

Meantime,  the  work  goes  bravely  on;  Irish  navi- 
gators, English  masons,  Welsh  miners  and  French 
peasants  laboring  on  the  same  lines,  with  those  pow- 
erful machines,  the  Yankee  Excavators,  obedient  to 
the  wiry  muscles  of  the  Bay  slate  engine  men.  Steam 
science  and  well  conceived  enterprise  are  found  to 
be  no  bad  substitute  for  all  the  pride,  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  tlie  armies  which  have  hitherto 
been  the  great  pride  of  France;  and  her  railroads, 
governed  by  the  stale,  eventually  reverting  to  it,  of 
a uniform  construction,  and  embracing  the  results 
of  the  experience  of  more  hasty  nations,  are  worthy 
of  a carelul  study.  Unfortunately,  one  finds,  in  the 
midst  of  this  activity,  a sad  criticism  upon  human 
nature,  in  the  fact  that  M.  Ridder,  the  engineer 
who  introduced  railroads  upon  the  continent,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  life  to  their  improvement,  is 
languishing  in  prison  for  a small  debt.  Such,  how- 
ever, us  one  ol  his  I riends  remarks,  lias  been  the  fate 
of  these  who  have  rendered  signal  services  to  man- 
kind, commencing  with  Prometheus,  who  was  chained 
to  the  rock  for  creating  the  first  of  the  race.  Ft/- 
thagoras  vraa  cliased  Irom  Athens  as  a knave,  Kristi 
des  as  a rascal,  Democritus  as  insane,  ./Jitoxogoros  was 
imprisoned,  Socrates  poisoned,  Descartes  and  Fapin 
exiled  Irom  Fiance,  Laacisicr  guillotined  there, 
and  Fulton  received  as  an  luipo.sier— in  fact  all  the 
great  inventive  thinkers,  ancient  and  modern,  have 
been  mure  or  less  flagellated,  and  the  history  of  in- 
dustry, like  that  of  the  church,  is  but  a lung  tale  ol 
marly  idum. 

No  complete  account  of  French  railroads  existing 
here,  1 have  been  led  to  compile  this  article,  that 
those  interested  in  this  imporiaiil  branch  of  national 


industry  in  America  may  compare  the  roads  of  the 
two  nations.  A large  portion  of  the  statistics  have 
been  kindly  furnished  by  M.  Legott,  assistant 
chief  of  the  statistical  bureau,  at  the  ministry  of  the 
interior;  the  remainder  is  from  the  Journals  of  the 
day  and  personal  observation,  and  1 have  divided  the 
roads  into  two  classes — those  completed  and  in  oper- 
ation, and  those  in  progress  of  construction . 

I'he  road  from  Paris  to  St.  Germain,  opened  in 
August,  1837,  was  constructed  as  a model  road,  al- 
though its  Paris  terminus  is  let  to  two  other  compa- 
nies, and  it  carries  very  little  merchandise.  Up  to 


January  1st,  1845,  it  had  cost: 

Ground,  $414,084 

Einbankmonti,  377J281 

Works  of  art,  590,035 

Constructions,  136,446 

Rails,  laying  down,  fencing  and  planting,  432,132 

Depot  at  Paris,  (serving  for  three  roads,)  476,212 

Depot  near  St.  Germain  and  stations,  183,985 

Locomotives,  cars  and  wagons,  274,736 


$2,833,312 

The  expenses  of  working  the  road  were  reduced 
from  $140,114  in  1844,  to  $106,944  in  1845,  notwith- 
standing there  was  a large  increase  of  travel.  The 


detail  in  1845  wa.s: 

Salaries  to  ofiicers  and  clerks,  $10,242 

Taxes,  insurance  and  rant,  2,012 

Printing  and  advertising,  778 

Office  expenses,  stationery,  &c.  2,366 

Legal  expenses  and  indemnifications,  1,483 

Repair  of  road  during  the  year,  12,343 

Repair  of  works  of  art,  5,825 

Guards  on  line  of  road,  7,491 

Depot  at  St.  Germain,  and  clerks,  3253 

Depot  at  Paris  and  clerks,  1,757 

Stations  and  clerks,  6,216 

Repair  of  locomotives,  11,804 

Repair  of  carriages  and  wagons,  10,589 

Engine  men  and  fire  men,  8,718 

Conductors,  1,568 

Fuel,  10,984 

Oil  and  Grease,  948 

Water,  1,243 

Police  justice  and  officers  1,234 


$106,044 

The  number  of  passengers  in  1845,  1,168,434,  was 
thus  distributed  through  the  week:  Sunday,  277,619; 
Monday,  190,434;  Tuesday,  148,129,  Wednesday, 
136,537;  Thursday,  155,399;  Friday,  118,377,  Sa- 
turday, 141,939.  180,934  went  from  Paris  to  Rueil, 
178,083  to  Colombes,  189,606  to  Asniers,  55,133  to 
Chatoo,  98,259  to  Nanlerre — the  way  stations,  and 
466,420  through  to  St.  Germain.  As  this  city  stands 
on  an  elevated  bluff,  the  railroad  slops  at  a village 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  but  a continuation 
on  the  atmospheric  system  is  now  nearly  comjileied, 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  France. 

The  law  of  1842,  under  which  most  of  the  sub- 
sequent roads  have  been  constructed,  shows  great 
foresight  and  precaution  for  the  protection  of  itie 
public  expense,  in  order  to  avoid  the  conlusion  and 
i 1 perlecl  measures  that  may  be  originated  by  par- 
tial views  or  by  the  spirit  of  individual  speculation. 
Opinions  are  lurinally  courted  from  the  portion  of 
tne  public  who  may  be  supposed  to  feel  a peculiar 
interest  in  the  undertaking;  and  that  the  result  has 
been  the  selection  of  measures  best  suited  to  the 
country  generally,  may  be  inlerred  from  the  incon- 
siderable degree  of  opposition  that  has  been  made  to 
the  plans  as  they  were  finally  brought  forward. — 
They  are  then  divided  into  portions,  each  compre- 
hending the  distance  betvveen  two  important  points, 
as  Irom  Orleans  to  Tours,  on  the  western  hue  to 
Bordeaux.  An  act  is  then  proposed  in  the  legisla- 
tive chambers,  for  any  one  of  these  undertakings,  in 
whicti  the  nature  of  the  work  is  defined,  as  well  as 
tlie  terms  and  conditions  to  which  the  party  offering 
the  most  lavorable  lender  will  be  liable,  and  the 
powers  and  advantages  that  will  be  given  to  them. 

'I'he  government  generally  engages  itself  to  make 
the  surveys,  construct  the  road  ready  for  the  rails, 
enclose  it,  erect  suitable  depots,  stations  and  work- 
shops, and  gujrantee  them  all  for  five  years.  To 
give  the  company  the  services  of  lue  engineers  em- 
ployed until  the  line  is  completed,  aid  tliem  in  pro- 
curing necessary  materials,  regulate  all  dissensions 
arising  among  the  laborers,  grant  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, giving  the  power  to  establish  a fixed  tariff  of 
prices,  and  pecuniary  aid  to  a greater  or  less  exient. 

The  company  lakes  tlie  road  for  a limited  period 
of  possession,  varying  from  twelve  to  ninety  nine 
years,  after  which  the  whole  is  to  be  given  up  in  a 
good  condition  with  its  works,  premises,  buildings  &c. 
to  the  slate— the  engines,  carnages,  and  other  mova- 
hies,  to  be  taken  at  a valuation.  A lax  is  to  be  paid 
to  ihe  guvernment  of  one  lentil,  on  the  amount  re- 
ceived lor  passenger  traffic,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
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charged  for  lolls,  or  profit  on  capital.  The  maili ' 
and  despatches,  with  their  guards,  to  be  carried  on' 
ordinary  trains,  free  of  charge,  and  special  trains  to 
be  established  for  them  at  a cost  price,  when  rei 
quired.  Ttie  military,  when  on  duty,  to  be  cap- 
ried  at  half  price,  and  every  facility  to  be  given 
in  cases  of  necessity,  to  the  removal  of  large  bo- 
dies of  troops  or  military  supplies.  Electric  tele- 
graphs, the  police,  the  preservation  of  the  rail- 
road and  safety  of  its  working  to  be  subject  to  ' 
regulaiions  approved  of  by  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior, and  the  nature  of  the  works  is  minutely  defiti-  ' 
ed. 

The  width  of  the  road  for  a double  track  is  fixed 
at  27  feet  on  embankments,  and  23  in  excavations. 
The  inner  guage  of  the  rails  is  4,693  feet,  say  four 
feet  six  inches,  and  the  intervening  space  between 
the  tracks  at  least  four  feet  two  inches.  The  mini- 
mum radius  of  curves  is  fixed  at  3,281  feet,  and  tbo 
maximum  of  ascent  and  declivity  at  84  1816th  of  a foot 
la  a kilometre  of  8 furlongs  and  213  yds.  Roads  must 
pass  over  or  under  royal  and  public  highways — if 
over,  the  opening  under  the  bridge  must  at  least  be 
16  feel  high,  and  from  16  to  27  feet  in  width — if 
underneath  the  road,  it  must  pass  over  a bridge, 
from  16  to  27  feet  in  width,  according  to  the  quan- 
tity of  travel,  with  solid  parapets  two  feel  high— 
the  bridges  to  be  built  in  masonry  or  of  iron,  in 
conformity  with  established  plans  Tunnels  must 
be  25  leet  wide  and  17  feet»high;  their  air  wells 
cannot  open  on  a public  road,  and  their  mouths  must 
be  encircled  with  a parapet  6 feet  in  height.  Rails 
must  weigh  at  least  21  pounds  to  the  foot, — ' 
Guards  are  to  be  appointed  to  v atch  the  line,  and 
established  at  stations  sutficienlly  near  each  other  to 
facilitate  the  conveyance  of  messages.  This  item 
of  expense  is  enormous,  when  compared  with  the 
roads  of  other  nations;  the  surveillance  of  the  Paris 
and  Rouen  road,  64  miles  in  length,  costing  up- 
wards of  $40,000  per  annum. 

Three  classes  of  carriages  are  required  by  law; 
and  in  a few  instances  more  expensive  ones,  called 
diligences,  are  provided.  First  class  carriages  are 
divided  into  three  compartments,  each  containing 
eight  places,  lined  with  cloth,  carpeted,  lighted 
from  the  lop,  apd  high  enough  to  enable  passengers 
to  stand  up.  Second  class  carriages  have  tour  divis- 
ions, three  of  them  containing  two  seats,  and  the 
other  one,  of  five  places  each — cushioned,  with  glass 
windows.  Wagons  for  third  class  passengers  have 
seats,  tops,  and  are  enclosed  with  thick  curtains — 
cellular  w agoiis  are  provided  for  the  conveyance  of 
prisoners,  with  proper  guards,  for  no  carriage  door 
is  on  any  account  to  be  locked.  Locomotives  are 
invariably  to  be  placed  at  the  bead  of  trains,  their 
lenders  lollowed  by  an  empty  wagon,  before  a train 
of  less  than  five  carriages,  and  two  intervening  empty 
wagons, il  the  train  is  larger.  They  are  to  have  six 
wheels — are  to  burn  coke,  and  to  be  worked  by’  a ' 
competent  engiiieman,  and  a fireman  who  can  pro- 
perly manage  them  if  necessary.  Their  cost,  with 
the  lender  and  supplemenlary  pieces,  varies  from 
$8, 11611  to  $10,580 — the  duty  on  those  imporieo  from 
England,  esiimalmg  the  weight  of  the  locomotive  at 
ioui'leeii  ions,  and  that  of  the  tender  at  fii  e and  a 
half,  IS  $2,315.  They  run  an  average  distance  of  108 
miles  ptr  diein,  abd  are  constructed  at  Paris,  Rouen, 
Mulliouse  or  Creusot.  Mr.  Norris,  of  Philadelphia, 
endeavored  a few  years  since  to  make  a contract 
for  some,  on  the  plan  of  a working  model  which  he 
presented  to  the  King,  but  was  unsuccessful;  the 
the  model  is  in  one  of  the  museums  at  the  Louvre. 
Tlie  weight  of  a merihandise  train  is  esiiuiated  at — 
Locomotive,  14  tons 

Tender — foil,  10  “ 

25  wagons,  weighing  when  empty,  68  “ 

Unusual  load,  100  “ 

192  “ 

The  great  northern  line  have  already  on  theirroad 
125  locomotives,  850  carriages,  1000  wagons  lor 
merchandize,  and  1500  for  coals — all  constructed  in 
France,  at  an  expense  of  $2,903,200. 

Accidents  on  the  Freneh  railroads  are  exceedingly 
small  in  number,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  pf 
travel,  and  the  lavvs  for  their  prevention  as  remark- 
able as  their  security.  Persons  o slructing  travel 
in  any  manner,  are  liable  to  imprisonment,  with  liard 
labor  for  life,  it  any  one  is  wounded  in  consequence, 
and  death  in  case  of  homicide — a leuer  mreaii  ning 
to  commit  such  a crime,  subjects  the  writer  to  an 
imprisonment  of  from  three  months  to  two  years, 
and  a fine  of  from  25  to  $300.  All  persons,  who  by 
inallention,  carelessness,  imprudence,  orunskilful- 
ness,  are  Ihe  involuntary  causes  of  an  accident,  are 
liable  to  be  imprisoned  from  8 days  to  6 months, 
and  fined  from  10  to  $200;  if  death  i»  caused,  the  im- 
prisonment is  to  be  irom  6 months  to  5 years,  and 
the  fine  from  60  to  $600.  Engine  men  or  conductors 
leaving  their  posts  when  on  duty,  arc  to  be  imprison- 
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RAILROADS  IN  PROGRESS  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 
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ed  from  6 months  to  2 years,  and  the  companies  are 
also  responsible  for  damages  to  persons  or  property. 
The  consequence  is,  that  in  France,  during  the  most 
unfaTorable  year,  1842,  when  the  Versailles  train 
was  burned,  there  was  one  accident  for  25,000  tra- 
▼ellers;  and  in  1844.  the  most  favorable  year,  one  ac- 
cident for  1,321,000  travellers.  In  England,  in 
1840,  the  most  unfavorable  year,  1 accident  for  64,- 
000  travellers;  and  in  1843,  the  most  favorable,  1 
accident  for  69,000 — proving  that  accidents  are  less 
frequent  on  the  French  lines  than  on  the  English 
ones.  In  Belgium,  in  1843,  the  most  unfavorable 
year,  there  was  1 accident  for  88,000  travellers,  and 
in  1844,  the  most  favorable  year,  1 for  102,000. — 
On  the  German  roads,  from  1841  to  1845  inclusively, 
there  were  only  3 persons  injured  and  4 persons  kil- 
led. The  roost  disastrous  accident  that  has  happened 
in  France,  was  Ihe  above  mentioned  one  in  the  Ver- 
sailles line,  when  more  than  100  persons,  locked  up 
in  the  carriages,  were  burned  alive  in  less  than  15 
minutes;  the  nest  important  occurred  last  June,  un 
the  Lille  road,  where  the  cars  ran  otf  an  embank- 
ment across  a swamp,  and  16  persons  were  drowned 
in  the  wide  ditch  into  which  they  were  thrown. 

The  Paris  S,-  Rouen  road,  constructed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  preceding  law,  was  commenced  in 
1841  and  opened  in  1843,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Locke,  an  English  engineer,  aided  by  contractors 
and  workmen  who  had  been  employed  by  him  on  the 
London  and  Southampton  line.  The  road  crosses 
tbe  Seine  lour  times,  over  bridges  of  9,  5,  6,  and  10 
arches  of  98  feet  span,  and  passes  through  5 tunnels, 
whose  united  length  is  upwards  of  three  miles,  driv- 
en through  a flinty  conglomerate,  very  hard  to  pene- 
trate. The  minute  of  subdivision  of  properly  in 
France,  and  the  great  number  of  landholders  with 
whom  the  company  had  to  deal,  occasioned  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  land,  but  the  demands  ol 
the  proprietors  are  said  to  have  been  less  exorbi- 
tant than  in  England. 

EXPENDITURE  OF  WORKING  THE  LINE. 


Interest  of  stale  loan. 

Sinking  fund, 

Tolls  of  St.  Germain  company, 
Government  lax  of  1-lOth, 
General  expenses. 


Locomotive  department. 
Wear  and  tear  of  slock, 
Salaries,  wages,  &c  , 


1844. 

1845 

§83,500 

§4,UU0 

9 956 

78,468 

96  257 

34  129 

34,214 

56  228 

66,058 

42,056 

68,386 

187  425 

208,207 

31,837 

.37,355 

154,389 

187.493 

Totals,  §668,032  §711,926 

This  increase  of  the  expenses  is  explained  by  the 
following  statement,  show  ing  an  increased  circula- 
tion, wbieli,  of  course,  augmented  the  loll  due  to  Uie 
St.  Germain  company,  the  locomotive  power,  and 
tbe  number  of  carriages  and  wagons  in  use: 


When  the  line  from  Rouen  to  Havre 
the  two  lines  from  Paris  to  Rouen,  a 
Havre,  will  be  worked  in  common,  although  the  fi 
nancial  affairs  of  each  company  will  remain  per-  i 
fectly  distinct.  This  fusion  will  be  directed  by  a j 
mixed  committee,  formed  of  three  directors  of  each 
company,  and  will  not  only  prevent  much  complica- 
tion in  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  mer- 
chandixe,  but  effect  a great  saving. 

Tbe  work  on  all  these  lines  is  carried  on  with 
great  xeal  and  activity.  That  from  Havre  to  Rouen 
would  have  been  opened,  some  months  since,  had  not 
the  cupidity  of  the  Engli  h contractors  led  them  to 
execute  their  work  so  flinisily,  that  a large  brick  vi- 
aduct, which  was  completed,  fell  down,  before  it  bad 
been  traversed  by  a locomotive — and,  upon  exami- 
nation, it  was  found  necessary  to  consolidate  most 
of  the  other  works  of  art.  The  engineers  of  the 
French  Fonts  el  Chaussees  corps  execute  their  w orlt 
very  difl'erently,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  ac- 
count of  their  labors,  near  Arles,  which  will  rival 
the  Roman  structures  still  existing  there  in  perfect 
preservation: — 

“The  viaduct  of  the  railway  of  the  Durance  river 
will  have  a length  of  423  metres  between  the  abut- 
ments at  each  side,  which  will  grVe  it  an  absolute 
extension  of  533  metres  f Its  height  is  to  be  9.36 
metres,  computed  from  low  water  mark  to  the  level 
of  the  rails;  its  breadth  is  8 metres  between  the  pa- 
rapets. It  is  to  be  supported  by  20  piers,  of  3.50 
metres  thickness,  combined  together  by  21  elliptic 
arches,  of  20  metres  opening.  7’he  elegance  of  the 
piers,  the  gracious  opening  of  the  arches,  and  the 
imposing  massof  the  viaduct,  will  make  it  one  of  the 
finest  structures  of  the  whole  line.  After  this  im- 
mense art-structure,  the  next  thing  worthy  of  admi- 
ration is  the  cutting  of  the  rock  of  La  Roque — an 
immense  mass  of  stone,  which  was  to  be  cut  through, 
from  top  to  bottom,  to  the  extent  of  125  metres  by 
25,  which  yielded  a mass  of  42,000  cube  metres  of 
debris  of  rock.  Especially,  also,  is  to  be  noticed  the 
nicety  of  the  19  collages  of  the  guards  of  the  line, 
between  Arles  and  Durance.  To  each  a little  gar- 
den has  been  annexed,  to  employ  profitably  the  lei 
sure  of  the  men  and  their  lamilies.  Follows  then 
monumental  viaduct  of  the  Rhone,  whicli  will  con- 
nect, by  the  way  of  Tarrascon,  the  Avignon  line 
with  that  of  Bardeaux  to  Cette.  This  gigantic 
structure  is  already  begun.  It  is  only  370  metres 
from  the  suspension  bridge  of  Beaucaire.  Thus  two 
of  the  finest  and  hugest  modern  structures  will  be 
erected  at  a short  distance  from  each  other.  The 
activity  on  the  railv.ays  in  the  south  of  France,  i 
now  so  great,  that  in  the  arrondissement  of  Aix 
alone  1,390  workmen  are  employed.” 

When  the  2,619  miles  of  railroad,  now  construct 
ing,  can  be  added  to  be  906  miles  already  completed 
France  will  possess  three  thousand  Jive  hundred  and 
twenty  Jive  miles,  lorniing,  as  her  future  regent  re 
cently  remarked,  at  the  inauguration  of  the  noi  then 
ine,  “a  noble  girdle,  w hose  links  are  destined  hence 
forth  to  bind  more  closely  the  outposts  of  the  cap 
lal,  and  to  reflect,  as  well  as  receive  new  rays  of 
glory  and  prosperity.”  Every  city  in  the  kingdom 
will  be  within  a day’s  journey  of  the  centre  of  pow 
er  and  movement,  nor  is  it  easy  to  form  even  an  idea 
of  the  gradual  transformation  which  will  be  efiected 
on  the  intellectual  and  moral  condition  of  the  peopi 
by  this  new  species  of  communication.  Modern 
times  have  witnessed  no  institution  more  essentially 
democratic  in  its  character,  no  institution  which  pio 
mises  more  for  the  diffusion  of  uselul  knowledge 
and  which  bids  fairer  to  place  the  uiembers  of  the 
great  human  family  in  Itieir  appropriate  position 
with  respect  to  each  other.  It  is  destined  to  eslab 
lisli  a more  intimate  connexion  between  indivulua 
than  has  ever  hitiierlu  been  mainlaiiied.  Tbe  know 
ledge  thus  acquired  w ith  respect  to  mutual  habi 
and  reciprocal  motives  will  yet  displace  many  of 
those  old  feelings  of  prejudice,  w hich,  conceived  in 
Ignorance,  have,  at  all  periods,  been  the  chief  origi 
ol  war  and  bloodshed,  and  infuse  into  political  coun 
ells  that  reciprocal  good  faith  and  ingenuousness 
which  will  eslabli-ii  a mutual  and  permanent  eslee 
between  nations.  Equally  true  is  Rogers’  remark 
— that  the  more  people  become  acquainted  with  Ih 
institutions  of  oilier  countries,  the  more  highly  must 
they  value  their  own;  and  it  behooves  every  one,  who 
desires  the  amelioraiiuti  of  the  human  family,  to  say 
of  railroad  enterprise,  the  glory  ol  the  19tli  century, 
" Esto  perpetua."  PEKLEY. 
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tThe  French  mene  is  3 ftei  281-lOOOihs. 


NEW  YORK  RAILROADS. 

Tabular  stateuieiii  uiade  b)  the  various  rail  road 
euinpaniL  8 o(  Ihe  slate  ot  New  York  in  compliance 
with  \h%  resolutioDs  of  ihe  legislature. 
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fNo  returns  from  this,  excepting  that  the  total 
cost  of  construction,  repairs  and  running  expenses 
was  §14,657  56,  and  the  receipts  from  all  sources 
§17,158  29. 

The  * is  put  where  ther*  were  no  returns  made. 
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FOREIGN. 


The  steamer  Cambria  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th 
and  reached  Boston  on  the  19th  with  information 
that  the  price  of  bread  stuffs  and  provisions  had 
had  declined  considerably,  especially  Indiana  Corn, 
which  declined  24s  per  480  lb;  owing  mainly  to  the 
quantity  which  had  crowded  into  the  ports  of  Ireland 
beyond  the  capacity  of  their  warehouses  to  receive 
it.  Vessels  had  to  remain  for  a time  with  it  on 
board.  Before  the  steamer  left  prices  had  somewhat 
revived.  The  quotation  for  yellow  corn  at  Liver- 
pool April  3d  was  52s  for  480  lb.  Philadelphia  and 
Ballitnore  flour  36s  a 36s  6d.  Western  canal  37  a 38s 

Cotton  had  improved  fully  | a J. 

The  money  market  was  somewhat  feverish,  ow- 
ing to  the  heavy  shipments  of  specie  to  the  United 
States.  It  was  somewhat  relieved  on  ascertaining 
that  the  government  of  France  had  negotiated  for 
funds  from  the  government  of  Russia  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  sterling. 

The  condition  of  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  was  con- 
sidered as  merely  relieved  somewhat  for  the  moment 
of  influx  from  the  United  States.  The  distress  is 
represented  as  appalling. 

Guards  are  required  in  France  to  protect  the  mo- 
vement of  provisions  from  the  needy  populace. 

The  Turkish  authorities  have  been  compelled  by 
the  people  to  prohibit  exports  of  provisions. 

BUSINESS  CIRCLES. 

Our  provision,  flour,  and  grain  markets  have  been 
paralyzed  by  the  news  brought  by  the  Cambria. — 
The  cotton  market  is  livelier.  The  arrivals  of  fo- 
reign shipping  to  partake  of  the  high  rates  of  freights, 
have  tumbled  down  prices  of  freight  to  about  half 
w hat  they  were  three  weeks  since.  Many  ships  are 
now  waiting  for  cargoes  which  are  not  to  be  had. — 
The  N Yoik  canals  will  not  open  until  the  first 
week  in  May.  Seventy-three  ships,  brigs,  and 
barques,  (28  of  them  British)  besides  a number  of 
schooners,  are  taking  in  cargoes  at  Baltimore. 

PRESIDENTIA  L— 1 8 4 8. 

COL.  BENTO  n’s  LETTER  DECLINING. 

The  Commercial  Bulletin,  printed  in  Boonville, 
Missouri,  contains  the  following  note: 

Washington  cily,March,'2\,  1847. 

Mr.  Quesenberry — 

Sir; — 1 see  that  you  have  put  up  my  name  for  the 
presidency,  at  the  head  of  your  editorial  column; — 
and  while  I thank  you  for  this  mark  of  your  good 
opinion,  I must  inform  you  that  it  is  entirely  contra- 
ry to  my  wishes  and  declared  intentions,  especially 
in  my  speech  at  Boonville  in  1844;  I must,  therefore, 
request  you  to  drop  my  name  from  the  place  you 
have  given  it;  and,  if  necessary  to  give  any  reason, 
you  can  very  truly  say  it  was  done  at  my  request. 

Yours,  truly,  THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

President  Polk. — An  article  appeared  in  the 
‘Union,’  a few  days  since  which  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer seized  hold  of  and  construed  into  proof,  ‘ac- 
cording to  their  understanding,” — of  a disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  president  or  his  friends  for  him,  to 
scciii  e his  |re-election  to  the  station  he  now  holds. 

The  ‘Union’  promptly  replied,  by  re-iterating  the 
assurance,  that  the  president  had  no  such  aspira 
tion, — but  would  faithfully  adhere  to  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  in  favor  of  the  one  term  system. 

General  1’ayi.or  — Another  confidential  letter 
from  the  old  warrior,  certainly  n it  designed  for  pub- 
lication, has  found  its  way  into  public  journals,  too 
late  for  our  space  this  week.  It  was  communicated 
to  the  N.  Orleans  Picayune,  by  Gen.  E-  G.  W.  But- 
ler, of  Iberville,  Louisiana,  to  whom  it  was  address- 
ed. We  extract  from  the  publication  so  much  of  it 
as  has  relation  to  the  subject  in  hand — the  presiden- 
tial topic.  After  a very  Irieridly  introductory,  and 
assigning  reasons  for  not  sooner  answering  his  friend  - 
ly  letter,  the  publication  says; 

‘‘[Tlie  general  then  alludes  to  the|misrepresenta- 
tioris  w hich  have  been  made  in  regard  to  Major  Gen. 
Butler  at  Monterey.  Those  misrepi esentalions  had 
been  the  subject  ot  conversation  between  them,  and 
left  no  feeling  like  distrust  or  unkindiiess  towards 
each  other  in  their  breasts.  Tiie  letter  then  goes  on:] 

I was  aware  of  the  report  as  well  as  statements  in 
a few  of  the  public  journals,  that  it  was  intended  by 
certain  individuals  to  bring  Gen.  Butler  forward  as 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Polk,  which  gave  me  no  con- 
cern, and  would  not,  even, had  it  been  the  case,  which 
I did  not  credit  and  which  had  been  forgotten.  1 
doubt  if  the  subject  would  have  again  crossed  my 
mind,  had  it  not  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  you 
or  some  one  else.  1 have  never  heard  him  or  any 
of  his  friends  allude  to  this  matter.  Pie  (the  gener- 
al,) in  consequence  of  his  wound  not  healing,  w hich 
gave  him  so  mucli  pain  as  to  render  him  unfit  for 
duty,  left  a short  time  since,  by  advice  of  bis  medical 


attendant,  for  New  Orleans,  where  I hope  he  has 
arrived  in  safety,  and  where  I truly  hope  he  will 
very  soon  recover,  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  field 
once  more. 

I may  observe  that  I have  been  also  named  as  a 
candidate  for  that  high  office  by  a few  newspaper 
editors  and  others,  which  has  been  done  without  my 
knowledge,  wishes  or  consent.  This  I have  assured 
all  who  have  written  me  on  the  subject;  assuring 
them  I had  no  aspirations  for  that  or  any  civil  office; 
that  my  whole  energies,  mental  and  physical,  were 
and  had  been  absorbed  in  such  a way  as  I thought 
best  calculated  to  bring  this  war  to  a speedy  and 
honorable  close,  believing  it  was  for  the  interest  of 
both  countries  the  sooner  it  was  done  the  better — 
at  any  rate  so  far  as  ours  was  concerned;  and  that 
president-making  should  be  lost  sight  of  until  this 
was  accomplished.  ” 

The  public  Journals  of  the  country  are  teeming 
with  the  proceedings  of ‘‘Taylor  meetings.” 

A meeting  was  held  at  the  military  hall,  Northern 
Liberties,  Philadelphia,  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  which 
Wm.  P.  Hackin,  Esq.  presided:  aided  by  seven  vice 
presidents;  at  which  Gen.  Z.  Taylor  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency,  a series  of  resolutions  adopted, 
seven  ward  committees  were  appointed  and  a general 
organ  zations  correspoiiding,coinmiUtees  &c.  adopted 
wilh  a view  to  secure  his  election. 

A meeting  was  held  at  Norfolk  Va .,  on  the  14th 
for  a like  purpose.  In  anticipation  of  their  proceed- 
ings, ihe  J'TorJolk  Herald  of  that  morning  hoisted  the 
Taylor  fi.ig  at  the  head  of  its  columns. 

A public  meeting  in  Washington  (Mason  county,) 
Kentucky,  on  the  12th  instant,  unanimously  nomina- 
ted Zachary  Taylor  for  the  president. 

A large  number  of  the  friends  of  Gen.  Taylor  as- 
sembled in  Cincinnati  on  Saturday  evening  last  and 
noininatad  him  for  the  presidency. 

The  Taylor  Flag.  Amongst  the  papers  of  the 
west  that  have  mounted  the  name  and  adopted  the 
motto ‘‘Rough  and  Ready”  at  the  head  of  their 
columns  for  ihe  next  presidency,  we  notice  the  St. 
Louis  W«ui  Era,  and  the  Stielby,  Ky.,  JVews. 

Spontaneous  Combustion.  The  Baltimore  Clip- 
per, tells  of  a conversation  thattook  place  in  which  a 
politician  was  maintaining  that  it  was  altogeter  pre 
mature  for  the  people  to  be  nominating  caiididates- 
for  the  presidency  until  a ‘national  convention’  should 
instruct  them,  who  ni  it  was  propel  to  nominate. — 

“National  convenlion  be  d ,”  exelnuncd  a pro- 

fane  six  fool-two  Kentuckian,  “1  tell  ye  Gen.  Tay. 

lor  is  going  to  be  elected  by  spontaneous  combustion.'’ 

The  Washington  ” Union,”  denounces  the  nomina- 
tion of  General  Taylor  for  the  presidency  in  the  se- 
verest language.  A leading  editorial  appeared  in 
that  paper  of  the  2Gth  followed  by  some  columns  of 
extracts  from  letters  and  publications  in  other  jour- 
nals, denouncing  the  measure. 

ILLUMINATIONS  AND  CELEBRATIONS  OF  THE  VICTORIES. 

1 he  lecetit  victories  over  the  Mexicans  are  being 
celebrated  in  numerous  cities  over  the  Union. 

Apalachicola,  Florida,  was  illuminated  on  the 
eteningof  the  9lh  inst.;  Nashville,  Term.,  on  the 
loth;  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  the  12th;  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  19th;  Philadelphia,  by  proclamation  of 
the  mayor,  Mr.  Swift,  on  the  same  evening;  Balti- 
more, by  Mayor  Davies’  proclamation,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  21st.  These  are  but  a few  of  the  many 
we  have  the  details  of.  Several  of  them  have  beer, 
splendid  att'airs,  the  brief  details  of  which,  fill  co- 
lumns of  the  journals  of  the  respective/ places. — 
Coleman’s  Hotel,  Washington,  had  J,4U0  lights  ex- 
hibited. Bonfires,  artillery  firing,  feux  de  joies, 
Drummond  lights,  , bands  of,  music,  transparencies, 
and  all  the  usual  accompaniments  of  such  exhibi- 
tions, were  of  course. 

We  have  not  seen  a single  item  indicating  any  dis- 
respect to  those  citizens  who,  whether  from  not  ap- 
proving of  this  war,  or  from  any  other  motive,  have 
thought  proper  not  to  join  in  those  celebrations. 

LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  IN  THE  CAMPAIGN  IN 
NEW  MEXICO. 

Killed  and  wounded  at  La  Canada. — Killed — Private 
Graham,  infantry;  G.  Messersmith,  teamster. — 
Wounded — 1st  Lieut.  Irving;  private  John  Pace  of 
the  infantry;  1st  Sergeant  Caspers ; private  Aulman, 
(severely,)  Murphy  and  Mezer,  of  artillery  detach- 
ment. 

Jll  El  Emboda. — Private  Papin,  of  Capt.  St.  Vrain’s 
company,  killed;  Dick,  (a  black  servant  of  Gov. 
Bent)  was  severely  wounded. 

M Puebla  de  Taos. — Of  Col.  Price’s  regiment — 
Wounded,  1st  sergeant  A.  L.  Caldwell,  of  company 
K,  co  i.mai.ded  by  Lieut.  B.  F.  White,  (mortally , 
since  dead;)  private  James  Austin,  mortally;  3d  cor- 
poral J.  W.  Jones,  severely.  Of  company  A,  com- 


manded by  Lieut.  Boone — private  R.  C.  Bower, 
severely  wounded.  Of  company  M,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Halley — private  Sami.  Lewis,  slightly  wound- 
ed. Of  company  N,  commanded  by  Capt.  Barbee 
— Wounded,  1st  Lieut.  S.  G.  West.slightly;  privates 
J.  W. Callaway, slightly;JohnNagel,  John  XTSighls. 

Of  company  D,  commanded  by  Capt.  McMillan — 
Wounded,  Capt.  McMillan,  slightly;  privates  Henry 
Fender  and  George  W.  Johnson,  dangerously;  Robt. 
Heurt,  George  W.  Howser,  William  Ducoing,  all 
slightly.  Of  company  S,  commanded  by  Captain 
Slack — Lieut.  J.  Mansfield,  slightly;  privates  Jacob 
Moon,  severely;  Wm.  Gibbins,  slightly. 

Company  G,  U.  S.  dragoons,  commanded  by  Capt, 
Burgwin — Killed,  1st  Sergt.  Ross;  privates  Brooks, 
Beebee,  Levicy,  Hunlsecker.  Wounded,  Captain 
Burgwin,  mortally,  since  dead;  Sergeant  Vanroe, 
Corporal  Ingleman,  privates  Linneman,  Blodget, 
Craine,  Deets,  Lickenbergh,  Truax,  (since  dead.) 
Hagenbach,  Anderson,  all  severely;  Beach,  Hutton, 
Hillerman,  Walker,  1st,  Scheider,  Shay,  Near,  Bre 
men,  (of  company  J,  1st  dragoons,)  all  slightly. 

Detachment  of  artillery — Wounded,  privates  Hiel- 
feldt,  Jod,  both  severely;  Kahn,  slightly. 

Battalion  of  infantry,  under  Captain  Angney— - 
Killed,  Sergeant  Hart.  Wounded,  Lieut.  Van  Valk- 
enberg,  mortally,  since  dead;  Sergts.  Ferguson  and 
Anil,  severely. 

Of  Capt.  St.  Vrain’s  company — Wounded,  pri- 
vates Gold,  severely;  Mitchell,  slightly. 

GEN.  Kearny’s  fight  with,  andros  pico. 

General  Kearny,  it  will  be  recollected,  set  out  to 
pass  from  Santa  Fe  to  California  with  only  200 
men. 

Yesterday’s  National  Intelligencer  contains  a let- 
ter from  a gentleman  who  was  attached  to  General 
Kearny’s  command,  giving  an  interesting  account  of 
their  operations,  too  long  for  the  space  we  have  left 
in  this  number,  but  too  interesting  to  be  left  unno- 
ticed. It  is  dated  San  Diego,  Upper  California, 
Jan.  19,  1847.  From  this  letter  we  learn  that, 

On  reaching  the  Rio  Gila,  Gen.  K.  met  the  first 
intelligence  of  a counter  revolution  in  California, 
brought  by  peaceable  familes  that  were  flying  into 
Sonora,  to  escape  the  troubles. 

After  passing  the  desert  of  Homada,  which  had 
neither  water  nor  gass  for  their  mules,  the  detach- 
ment on  the  2d  December  reached  Warner’s  Rancho 
in  a most  pitiable  condition.  Most  of  the  men  had 
to  walk  the  last  500  miles;  few  of  the  mules  surviv- 
ed, and  the  men  had  to  carry  their  packs.  At  this 
place  they  learned  that  Andros  Pico  was  at  the  head 
2,120  superbly  mounted  and  disciplined  Mexicans,  a 
short  distance  ahead.  As  an  encounter  was  inevi- 
table, Gen.  K.  determined  to  attack  him.  The  ac- 
tion took  place  on  the  6lh.  After  a desperate  hand- 
to-hand  fight,  wilh  repeated  rallyings,  the  Mexican* 
were  finally  driven  from  the  field.  Our  loss  was 
severe;  three  officers,  Capts.  Johnson  and  Moore, 
and  Lieui.  Hammond,  and  16  men  were  killed, and 
Gen.  Kearny,  7 officers,  and  14  men  were  wounded. 
But  for  the  gallant  interposition  of  Lieut.  Emory, 
Gen.  Kearny  would  have  been  killed. 

The  march  was  resumed  the  next  day  after  bury- 
ing the  dead.  They  had  now  their  wounded  to 
carry,  and  were  obliged  to  be  very  cautious.  Only 
nine  miles  were  made,  before  the  enemy  made  a 
charge  on  their  rear.  Finding  they  vvouhl  be  duly 
rtceived,  they  suddenly  wheeled  off  and  attempted  to 
clamber  and  occupy  commanding  hills  on  the  right. 

It  became  necessary  to  dislodge  them.  An  exciting 
battle  ensued.  Each  party  must  have  exhibited 
skill  in  bush  fighting.  Few  were  hurt  on  either 
side.  The  Mexicans  were  driven  off. 

It  became  evident  that  Pico  intended  to  harrass 
the  detachment  at  every  defile.  G n.  K.  concluded 
to  occupy  a strong  position,  and  send  on  a trusty 
Indian  to  Com.  Stockton  for  aid.  He  remained  here  i- 
(lour  days,  so  closely  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  now 
musloring  200  men,  that  his  men  had  to  subsist  en- 
irely  upon  mule  flesh. 

Com.  Stockton  despatched  to  his  relief  75  marine* 
and  100  seamen  under  Capt.  Zeilin,  from  the  ships 
Congress  and  Portsmouth.  This  enabled  him  to 
reaeh  San  Diego  in  two  days,  a distance  of  30  miles. 

He  arrived  there  on  the  12Ui  December. 

Mr.  Senator  Westcott,  of  Florida,  we  see  it 
staled,  is  preparing  for  the  press,  a painphlet  in  de- 
fence of  his  course  during  the  last  session  ol  congress. 

It  is  in  reply  to  certain  resolutions  which  were  re- 
cently passed  at  a meeting  of  the  democratic  party 
at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  denouncing  him  as  throw- 
ing barriers  in  the  way  of  the  administration  to 
prevent  a successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  as 
voting  in  favor  of  the  resolution  of  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Yulee)  taking  from  Messrs.  Ritchie  & Heiss 
the  privilege  of  a scat  on  the  floor  of  the  senate. 
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DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

R.  P.  Fleniken,  esq.,  U.  S.  Charge  d’AfTaires  to 
Denmark,  left  New  York  on  Monday,  inthepakcet- 
ship  Liverpool,  for  Stockholm. 


Hon.  Richard  Rush  is  to  have  a dinner  from  his 
personal  friends  before  he  leaves  for  France.  It  will 
be  given  early  in  May. 


definitely  affairs  in  La  Plata,  was  to  embark  from  Tou- 
lon, on  the  10th  of  March,  on  board  the  steamboat 
Cassini,  which  has  been  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the 
government. 

Mr.  Wise  U.  S.  Minister  at  Brazil. — ^The  Rio 
Janeiro  Mercantile  of  Feb.  28th  says; — -“It  appears 
that  Mr.  Wise,  American  minister  at  this  court,  ad- 
dressed a note  to  tlie  imperial  government,  asking  an 
audience  to  deliver  to  His  Majesty  a letter  of  congrat- 
ulation from  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  ac- 
count of  the  birth  of  her  most  serene  highness  Isabel: 
and  that  the  government  replied,  that  in  view  of  the 
occurrences  which  took  place  in  the  months  of  Nov- 
ember and  December  last,  and  the  expressions  of  pub- 
lic opinion  on  that  occasion,  it  was  deemed  inexpe- 
dient to  grant  such  an  audience  at  present.” 

On  the  22d  Feb.,  the  Brazilian  naval  commander 
at  Kio  fired  a salute  in  honor  of  Washington’s  birth 
day.  The  next  day  the  compliment  was  returned  by 
the  U.  S.  naval  commander  in  port  firing  a salute  in 
honor  of  the  birth  day  of  the  Brazilian  princess. 

Mr.  Washington  Greenhow',  has  declined  the  ap- 
pointment of  consul  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

U.  S.  Consul  at  the  City  of  St.  Domingo,— E.  F. 
Harrison  esq.,  of  New  York,  has  been  recognized  by 
the  authorities  as  United  States  Commercial  Agent. 

Senor  Atociia.  The  AVashington  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says: 

Senor  Atocha  remarks  upon  the  sketch  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  Senor  Rejon,  the  Mexican  minister 
of  foreign  affaires,  as  copied  or  translated  from  the 
Diario  del  Gobiemo,  that  it  is  incorrect  in  some  par- 
ticulars. He  denies  having  represented  himself  as 
authorized  to  negotiate  for  peace  or  the  preliminaries 
necessary  thereto.  He  also  asserts  that  he  could  not 
have  maae  the  proposition  stated  respecting  the  twen- 
tysixlh  parallel  of  latitude  as  the  boundary,  as  it  would 
have  been  at  variance  with  tlie  wishes  and  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  his  government.  Senor  Atocha  furth- 
er states  that  the  whole  of  his  correspondence  with 
Senor  Rejon,  and  others  in  authority,  will  hereafter 
be  published.  When  the  correspondence  shall  appear 
it  will  be  communicated  probably  to  the  next  con- 
gress. 

Official  Acknowledgment. — The  following  des- 
patch from  Lord  Palmerston  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Buchanan,  secretary  of  state,  through  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pakenham,  and  conveys  the  thanks  of  the  Brit- 
ish government,  and  tlie  Britishjiation,  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales,  for  tlieir  liberal  contributions  to 
relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  Irish  people: 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  despatch.  No.  8,  of  the 
12th  ult.,  slating  that  measures  have  been  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a subscription  in' the  United 
States  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  Irish  poor. 

And  I have  to  instiuct  you  to  take  every  opportuni- 
ty of  saying  how  grateful  her  Majesty’s  government, 
and  the  British  nation  at  large  feel  for  this  kind  and 
honorable  manifestation  of  sympathy  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  the  sufferings  of  the  Irish  peo- 
ple. It  might,  indeed,  have  been  expected,  that  a 
generous  and  higli-minded  nation  w'ouiU  deeply  com- 
miserate the  sufferings  which  an  awful  visitation  of 
Providence  has  inllicted  upon  so  large  a population, 
descended  from  the  same  ancestors  as  themselves. 

But  the  active  and  energetic  assistance  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  thus  affording  to  the 
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poor  Irish,  while  it  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon 
our  transatlantic  brctliren,  must  tend  to  draw  closer 
and  to  render  stronger  and  more  lasting,  those  ties  of 
friendship  and  mutual  esteem,  which  her  Majesty’s 
government  trusts  will  long  continue  to  exist  between 
the  two  great  branches  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  family — 
separated,  indeed  from  each  other  by  geographical 
position,  but  united  together  by  common  interests,  to 
which  every  succeeding  year  must  add  increasing  ex- 
tension and  force. 

lam,  &c.,  Palmerston. 

.....  if.g,...,  . , . , — 

An  immense  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of 
London  on  the  24thMarch,  at  which  the  following  re- 
solution was  adopted  unanimously  and  with  loud 
cheering: 

“That  overpowered  with  heartfelt  gratitude  at  the 
prompt,  decisive  and  energetic  benevolence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  their  sponta- 
neous and  unsolicited  aid  to  the  poor  peasantry  of 
Ireland,  we  feel  language  to  be  inadequate  to  give 
expression  to  our  gratitude  to  that  noble  and  indepen- 
dent people;  betokening,  as  it  does,  to  the  nations  of 
the  earth  whether  afflicted  by  distress  caused  by  provi- 
dential calamities  or  internal  impolicy,  that  there  is  a 
great  and  magnanimous  people  on  our  globe,  ever  rea- 
dy with  hope,  succor  and  consolation  in  the  hour  of 
need,  calling  forth  the  overjoyed  thanks  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  lasting  gratitude  of  Ireland,  and  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world.” 


FOREIGN. 


EUROPEAN  ROYALTY. 

In  searching  for  truth,  one  fact  is  worth  a score  of 
arguments.  The  Universal  German  Gazelle  pub- 
lishes the  following  statistical  information. 

Of  the  fifty  two  reigning  sovereigns  of  Europe, 
only  two  have  attained  their  seventieth  year.  The 
one  is  the  king  of  Hanover,  the  oldest  of  European 
sovereigns  since  the  death  of  Pope  Gregory  XVI. , 
ilie  other  the  king  of  France.  Of  the  other  sove- 
reigns, thirteen  are  between  sixty  and  seyenty,  foiir- 
leen  between  fifty  and  sixty,  eleven  between  forty 
and  fifty,  two  between  thirty  and  forty,  eight  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty,  and  two  have  not  yet  reach- 
ed their  Iwenlielh  year — the  queen  of  Spain  who  is 
sixteen,  and  ihe  prince  of  Waldeck,  who  is  not  yet 
sixteen.  The  prince  of  Schaueiiburg-Lippe  has 
reigned  the  longest  of  all  the  monarchs,  if  we  include 
the  lime  of  his  minority.  He  has  reigned  nearly 
sixty  years.  Two  have  reigned  more  than  forty, 
four  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  nine  between 
twenty  and  thirty,  twenty-one  between  ten  and  twen- 
ty; the  fifteen  other  sovereigns,  of  whom  three  as- 
cended their  thrones  during  the  last  year,  have  not 
yet  reigned  ten  years.  Six  sovereigns  are  not 
married.  These,  independently  of  the  pope,  are  the 
grand  duke  of  Mecklenburgh-Sch werin,  the  duke 
of  Brunswick,  the  princes  of  Reuss-Schliiz,  of 
Re.uss-Eversdorf,  and  of  Waldeck.  Five  sovereigns 
are  widowed:  the  king  of  Hanover,  the  grand  dukes 
of  Hesse  and  Oldenburg,  the  duke  of  Nassau,  and 
the  dutchess  of  Parma.  One  sovereign,  the  sultan 
of  Turkey,  is  a polygamist,  and  one,  the  elector  of 
Hesse,  has  coniracted  a morganatic  marriage.  The 
thirty-nine  others  have  contracted  marriages  in  ac- 
cordance to  their  rank;  two  lor  the  third  lime  and 
eight  for  the  second  time.  Of  the  forty-six  married 
and  widowed,  thirteen  have  no  children;  of  the 
thirty-three  others,  those  who  have  the  largest  num- 
ber of  children,  are,  after  the  sultan,  the  prince  of 
Lichtenstein,  w lio  has  nine  children,  the  king  of 
Bavaria  and  the  prince  of  Lippe,  w ho  have  each 
eight,  the  grand  duke  of  Biden,  who  has  seven;  six 
other  sovereigns  have  also  each  seven,  three  iiavc 
only  one.  Fifteen  have  grand  children;  the  king  of 
France  has  fi:ieen,  the  emperor  of  Russia,  the  grand 
dukes  of  Hesse  and  Saxe  Weimar,  and  the  prince 
of  Hohenzollern  Sigmaringen,  have  each  six.  As  the 
duke  of  Saxe  Allenburg  has  only  daughters,  there 
are  thirty-two  sovereigns  who  have  descendants  for 
presumptive  successors. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  vValionul  Debt,  which  now  amounts  to  .£300,- 
000,000,  a writer  in  the  London  Times,  proposes  to 


have  paid  off  at  once,  by  a direct  properly  tax 

The  value  of  public  and  private  property,  he  esti- 
mates at  4,500,000,000  pounds  and  suggests  a tax  of 
20  per  cent,  on  this  property,  which  would  be  more 
lliaii  enough  to  liquidate  the  whole  debt  forthwith. 
He  thinks  it  would  only  be  putting  money  out  of  one 
end  of  the  purse  into  ihe  other,  as  the  debt  is  prin- 
cipally due  to  British  suhjecis;  and  that  will)  4 5ihs 
of  their  present  property,  the  people  would  actually 
be  as  rich  as  they  are  now,  with  the  debt  hanging 
over  them.  His  idea  is  thus  to  promote  entire,  ab- 

freedom  from  taxation  except* 

rent  expen-es.  U he  annual  revenue  now  to  be  col- 
lected is  about  50,000,000  pounds. 

[Such  an  expedient  would  be  an  etiective  method 
of  preventing  a national  debt  from  again  accumu- 
1‘iling.] 

Lord  Morpelh  has  introduced  his  importation  bill 
w hich  proposes  the  establishment  of  a board  at  Lon- 
don to  protect  the  health  of  towns,  and  also  regulat- 
ing Ihe  improvement  of  all  light  water  land. 

Runaiony  matches  discountenanced — Queen  Victoria 
has  signified  to  young  brides  of  noble  families  who 
elope,  that  their  presence  at  her  drawing  rooms  will 
be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  O’Connell  had  just  quitted  Baris  on  his  way 
lo  Italy.  He  is  not  so  ill  as  the  London  pafiers  have 
represeuled,  but  his  medical  ailemiaiits doubt  that  he 
will  ever  he  able  lo  appear  in  public  life. 

FRANCE. 

The  purchase  of  French  stock  by  the  emperor  of 
Ru=isia  and  the  queen  cf  Spain  has  excited  very  great 
atleiition  in  the.  inoiiey  market  circle. 

Slavery  in  French  Colonies — We  have  already  spo- 
ken several  times,  says  the  Courier  Francais,  of  a 
petition,  numerously  sigped,  in  favor  of  the  entire 
abolition  of  slavery  in  French  colonies.  This  peti- 
tion continues  to  receive  ihe  most  distinguished  sig- 
natures,  and  a copy,  hearing  the  signatures  of  all  the 
clergy  of  Paris,  and  of  the  different  dioceses  of  the 
department,  has  just  beea.  presented  by  Lamartine, 
in  the  chamber  of  depufies.  In  the  house  of  peers 
another  copy  of  the  same  petition  has  been  present- 
ed by  the  duke  of  Harcourt.  Among  the  many  dis- 
tinguished signatures,  it  bears  that  of  the  bishop  of 
Nancy,  his  grand  vicars,  and  several  curates  and 
other  ecclesiastics  of  the  cathedral  and  parishes  of 
that  diocese.  We  also  observed  the  names  of  a num- 
ber of  magistrates,  merchanis,  and  proprietors  of 
Nancy,  especially  that  of  M.  Travec,  commanderof 
the  colonial  gendarmerie,  who  published  last  year  a 
book  on  slavery. 

ROME. 

Serious  troubles  took  place  at  Cesenatteo,  on  the 
18th  of  January.  More  than  a thousand  peasants, 
led  by  the  country  curates,  who  preached  communism, 
invaded  that  little  city,  aided  by  the  pontifical 

troops,  and  carried  off  large  quantities  of  grain. 

They  endeavored,  also,  to  sack  the  city;  but  the 
eilizens  soon  gathered  and  aided  the  troops  to  drive 
away  these  fanatics,  whose  object  was  less  to  carry 
off  grain  than  massacre  and  civil  war.  This  savors 
a little  of  Gailicia.  A collision  afterwards  took 
place  at  Foligno,  between  Ihe  Gregorians  and  Ihe 
Pontifical  dragoons.  No  one  can  doubt  the  charac- 
ter or  origin  of  these  troubles.  What  is  most  signi- 
ficant in  it  all,  is  the  free  circulation  of  Austrian 
money,  a coin  known  as  tha  bavare,  usually  so  rare 
but  just  now  so  abundant  in  these  provinces.  Whence 
comes  this  raunej.’ 

Accounts  from  Florence  of  19lh,  state  that  a great 
deal  of  excitement  exists  in  Tuscany,  and  that  a 
raoveo.ent  is  expected  forthwith  on  the  part  of  the 
liberals.  Orders  have  been  given  for  the  increase  of 
the  army,  and  as  the  number  of  troops  is  thought 
insuflicieiil,  the  garrison  of  Elba  has  been  with- 
drawn. ll  is  said  that  the  Austrian  government  has 
offered  lo  send  troops  to  the  assistance  of  the  Grand 
Duke. 

From  Piedmont  a movement  is  very  probable 

Tlie  excitement  against  the  Austrians,  is  very  great 
III  that  eouniry. 

GERMANV. 

Constitution.  The  Frankfort  Journal  stales  that 

since  Prussia  has  received  its  new  constitution if 

so  it  can  be  called — there  remain  only  lour  slates 
out  of  thirty-eight  in  Germany  which  are  still 
without  a constiiiilioii.  These  are  Austria,  Olaeu- 
burg,  Schwarizburg,  Sondershausen,  and  Hesse- 
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Hombere.  We  migbl  add  Holstein,  w hich  has  only 
provincial  states,  like  Aii'^lria. 

SWEDEN. 

A letter  fron  S'orkln  Ini  says;  “In  ron=eqiience 
of  the  great  additions  to  the  commercial  relations 
between  Sweden  and  England,  the  governments  of 
these  two  countries  have  agreed  to  establish,  from 
the  1st  of  May,  a regular  line  of  steam  vessels  be- 
tween London  and  Gottenburg.  Each  government 
will  furnish  five  steamers  for  this  line,  which  will 
run  three  times  a week.” 

Two  new  silver  mines  in  Getoe  SUathoidsoiken, 
in  the  province  of  Nenke,  the  exploration  of  w hich 
was  begun  only  last  October,  have  already  yielded 
a large  amount,  and  seem  to  be  of  an  extraordinary 
richness. 

DENMARK. 

Slavery  in  the  Danish  colonies.  The  states  of  Jut- 
land are  still  in  session  in  Vibnrg.  The  only  subject 
of  especial  interest,  is  the  proposition  for  the  total 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Danish  West  India  colo- 
nies. The  assembly  has  rejected  this  proposition, 
but  it  has  adopted  a sort  of  amendment,  presented 

feye*goTeA?tfi?Bl^°i^  to  direct  an  investiga- 

tion relative  to  the  condition  of  the  slaves  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  to  present  to  the  states  its  views 
relative  to  emancipation. 

There  is  great  discontent  prevailing  in  the  coun- 
try in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  deputies,  especially 
their  lukewarmness  with  regard  to  the  proposition 
of  M.  Jespersen,  relative  to  the  demand  for  a con- 
stitution, which  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw,  for 
want  of  cordial  support. 

It  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  this  moment  Denmark 
is  not  represented  at  eiiher  of  the  courts  of  Vienna, 
Berlin,  or  St.  Petersburg. 

TURKEY. 

A letter  from  Constantinople  states  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  large  quantity  of  corn  lately  ex- 
ported to  Europe,  some  disturbances  had  taken  place 
in  Thessalonica,  which  were  at  last  put  down.  The 
Pasha,  in  order  to  avoid  the  chances  of  a civil  out- 
break, has  forbidden,  for  the  present,  further  ex- 
portation of  grain. 

BORNEO  AND  CAMBODIA  “ANNEXED.” 

The  Courier  Francois  states  that  the  English  min 
istry  is  going  to  organize  its  new  territorial  acquisi- 
tion in  Borneo,  and  appoint  a governor,  who  is  to 
reside  on  the  island  of  Laboan,  where  he  will  have 
an  important  garrison  at  his  disposal.  At  the  same 
time,  two  colonial  tribunals  will  be  created.  The 
one  will  sit  at  Fort  Essington,  and  the  other  at  La- 
boan. It  is  also  stated,  that  an  expedition  will  soon 
set  out  from  Portsmouth,  for  Cambodia,  where  the 
English  have  long  sought  in  vain  to  establish  them- 
selves. Where  will  this  expansive  power  ol  Great 
Britain  stop.>  It  recoils  belore  no  act  of  usurpation. 
It  is  stopped  by  no  sense  of  others’  rights. 

CANADA. 

Lord  Elgin,  the  new  governor  general,  fails  in  his  pro- 
ject of  consiruciing  a 'compromise"  ministry,  in  vvliich 
“Canadians  of  French  origin’’  should  be  represented. — 
Sir  Charles  Bagot  tried  it  before  him. 

The  legislamre,  after  a stormy  session,  adjourned  on 
the  3Ut  March.  ’I'he  new  civil  list,  the  normal  school, 
railroad  surveys,  Quebec  railroad,  and  lunatic  asylum, 
were  acted  upon. 

Major  Gen.  Charles  Gore,  ha.s  been  appointed  to  sue 
ceed  Major  Gen.  Sir  Charles  Hope  as  commander  in- 
chief of  the  British  forces  in  Canada,  after  April  1st. 

Hudson’s  bay. 

The  London  correspondent  oi  the  ConstIhUiomiel  of 
the  oih  ot  December,  Slates  that  at  the  last  iiieeiing  of 
the  Royal  Society,  Mr.  Felly,  one  of  the  members,  an- 
nonoced  that  be  had  just  received  the  news  that  the 
Geographical  Socieiy  ot  Hudson’s  Bay  had  fined  out  an 
expedition  charged  wiili  ilie  exploraiiun  of  a country 
eniirely  unkn  wii,  and  which  is  situaied  at  the  north 
east  exireniity  ol  that  continent,  li  is  to  consist  ol  ele- 
ven persons,  who  are  to  have  two  Esquimaux  guides. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Warsaw  Courier  slates  that,  by  order  of  the 
authorities,  a Te  Deum  was  chanted  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  that  city,  “as  a thanksgiving  to  God  for  per- 
mitting the  Poles  to  retain  the  happiness  ol  living 
under  iht  Russian  dominion.” 

Rtforiiis — The  knoul.  is  lobe  abolished  in  Russia 
and  i;  e w hip  subsiiiuted. 

Bankruptcy.  By  a recent  ukase  of  if.e  emperor  of 
Russia,  baiikiupls  are  condemned  to  a iierpetual  ba 
nislimciit  in  Siliei  ia. 

The  population  of  Russia  amounts  at  the  present 
moim  into  sixty  uniio ns,  ol  wtiuiii  52  092  UUU  are 
in  European  Russia,  4,850,000  in  Poland,  1,520,000 
in  Finland.  Siberia,  the  Caucasian  provinces,  anu 
the  American  colonies  have  not  been  included  in  the 
census. 

The  population  of  Si.  Petersburg,  uhich  is  now 
composed  ol  440,000  souls,  presenl.s  '.his  singular 
circumstance,  which  is  certainly  unique  in  Euiope, 
that  it  coutuins  twice  as  many  men  as  w omen,  292,000 


men.  aid  only  148.000  women.  The  rnmber  of 
mairiages  in  this  city  is  pi oeressively  rieereasine, 
arri  that  of  the  births  of  natuial  rhildren  is  t n the 
itierease.  Betn een  four  and  five  thousand  chihlren 
are  each  year  deposited  in  the  foundling  hospital, 
tw  ice  as  many  even  as  in  Paris,  which  has  nearly 
twice  its  population. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

.Argentines,  Buenos  .lyreans,  and  Montevideans.  It 
will  tie  recollected  that  General  Rivera  latelv  cap- 
tured Paisander,  but  his  soldiers  committed  so  many 
excesses  that  the  inhabitants  revolted  and  aided  by 
Oribe’s  troops  drove  the  Montevideatis  out  of  the 
place.  This  occurred  on  the  24th  ol  January.  The 
Buenos  Ayrtan  General.  Servaedo  Gomez,  pursued 
Rivera  to  Maldonado.  En  route  ihither  be  was  at- 
tacked at  Sarraudi  by  Barrios,  w ho  captured  all  his 
horses  and  cattle  and  look  one  hundred  prisoners. — 
Rivera  reached  Maldonado  on  the  27lh  of  January. 
The  medial'  r belw  een  Corrienies  and  Buenos  Ay  res, 
General  Urquiza  of  Entre  Rios,  has  declared  liimself 
fully  in  favor  of  Gen.  Rosas. 

General  Oribe  is  master  of  nearly  all  Paraguay. — 

St.  Domingo  April  — Peace  prevailed  through- 
out the  islarid.  Business  brisk.  Mexican  doubloons 
worth  |160  Dominican  currency. 

NEW  GRANADA. 

Internal  ffavigation.  Two  iron  steamers  are  now 
in  course  of  construction  at  New  York  for  a compa- 
ny chartered  in  New  Granada  for  purposes  of  gen- 
eral improvement,  with  a capital  of$200,000.  They 
are  intended  for  the  navigation  of  the  Magdalena  riv- 
er; and  will  ply  between  Santa  Martha,  on  the  Carrib- 
bean  Sea,  and  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Magda- 
lena, Honda,  a distance  of  about  600  miles.  With 
this  view,  as  that  river  is  very  low  at  certain  sea- 
.‘ons,  having  only  about  three  feet  of  water  in  the 
channel  at  its  most  shallow  points,  these  boats  aie 
constructed  with  flat  bottoms.  WiUi  their  engines, 
as  much  fuel  as  it  is  necessary  to  provide  at  one 
lime,  and  sixty  toils  of  freight  on  board,  they  will 
only  two  feet  nine  inches  of  water. 

AFRICA. 

Slave  trade — Horrible  massacre. — The  JVfios  Let- 
ter, of  Dublin,  under  date  of  Cork,  March  24,  pub- 
lishes the  following  extract  of  a letter,  and  vouches 
for  the  authenticity  of  the  account.  It  is  from 
very  intelligent  naval  officer,  stationed  at  the  island 
of  Ascension,  not  very  far  from  the  scene  of  the  oc- 
currence: 

“.Ascension,  January  1,  1847. 

“We  have  just  received  news  of  a most  horrible 
massacre  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  A slave  depot 
called  Gallineos,  known  to  have  2 000  slaves  ready 
for  shipping,  was  so  strictly  blocka:  ed  by  our  criiis- 
ers  that  the  slave  owners,  finding  it  impossible  to 
embark  them,  actually  in  cold  blood  beheaded  the 
whole  number,  placing  their  heads  on  pole.«  stuck  in 
the  beach,  saying — ‘If  you  will  notallow  us  to  make 
profitof  prisoners  we  lake  in  war,  we  will  kill  all.”’ 


LIBERIA 


Republic  of  Liberla. — Preliminaries  of  Indepen- 
dence. 'I  he  people  ol  the  American  colonies  in  Af- 
rica, agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Colo- 
iiizaiion  Socieiy,  are  preparing  to  a-serl  their  na- 
tional independence.  A letter  from  Dr.  Lugenbeel, 
(colored)  under  dale  of  Monrovia,  Feb.  6ih,  says: 
“According  the  decision  ol  the  legislalure,  an 
eleclion  is  to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Ftb- 
I ury  in  all  the  seulenierits  in  the  tonimonw  ealili  fur 
dclegales  to  a national  convention,  to  be  held  at 
Monrovia,  on  the  fiisl  Monday  in  July,  for  ihe  pur- 
pose of  framing  a constiluiion,  and  making  other 
necessary  arrangements  preparatory  to  a foimal  de- 
claration ol  sovereignty,  'j'iie  constitution  will  be 
laid  before  the  people  as  early  as  practicable  after 
the  conveiitioii,  and  the  people  are  to  decide  by  so- 
lemn vote,  on  the  last  hloriday  in  September,  whe- 
ther the  consli  ulion,  presented  by  Hie  converilioii, 
shall  be  adopted  or  not.  In  case  a majority  of  the 
people  shall  reject  ihe  conslitulion,  the  ciclegaies  vv  ill 
meet  again  in  convi  nlion  and  prepare  anulher  dralt, 
or  make  such  amenumenls  as  will  suit  ihe  wishes  ui 
ihe  people;  vvliicli  new  dralt  will  likewise  be  laid 
beluie  the  people,  lor  their  adoption  or  rejection. — 
T he  new  govei  nmenl  vv  ill  nol  go  into  operation 
belore  the  1st  ol  January,  1848.” 

How  lar  Uie  colonists  have  progressed  in  the  re- 
qui'ile  education  i'or  niainlaiiiing  as  well  as  enjoying 
independence,  may  in  some  measuie  be  judged  of  by 
Itie  lollowmg  extract  taken  Irom  the  paper  which  is 
publiebed  at  Monrovia,  the  Liberia  Herald: 

Messrs.  Editors:  In  a lormer  letter,  we  tried  to  say 
bouieU.ing  01  our  colony,  pjovv  clien  loo  do  we  hi,d 
emigrants,  who  think  because  they  "are  free," 
they  should  work  no  more,  and  when  convinoed  Dy 
pinehmg  want,  that  God  does  not  ram  bread  upon 


the  idle  in  A'rica,  more  than  in  America,  long  fo** 
the  chain  of  the  slave,  or  had  as  live  have  it  ai 
though  they  could  onlv  thrive  at  that  point,  where 
the  temperature  of  industry,  has  its  degrees  told  by 
the  “cowsUin.”  Too  ignorant  and  ilegraded  though 
raised  in  a land  of  bibles,  to  know  the  difference 
between, working  for  one’s  self  and  laboring  for  a 
white  master.  Seeming  to  drown  every  sense  of 
honor,“iti  them  are  big  pones  or  corn  bred  and  fat  meat 
old  mars  or  mis  use  toge  us."  Thank  God,  those  who 
are  too  idle  to  work,  and  loo  stupid  to  change  these 
opinions  soon  become  nuisances,  and  go  the  way  of 
all  trash.  The  well  bred  man  of  good  sense,  though 
he  may  not  know  the  first  letter  in  the  alphabet,  soon 
sees  (no  mailer  what  his  opinions  might  have  been) 
that  his  labor  is  his  own,  and  resolves  to  maintain 
himself  and  enjoy  liberty  too.  Olliers  though  illi- 
terate [as  most  of  us  are]  lake  wide  views,  he  looks 
upon  his  neighbor  as  well  as  himself,  and  thence 
upon  the  country  at  large,  as  though  nature  had 
stamped  his  heart  vvilli  public  spirit,  as  well  as  self- 
love.  They  not  only  see  ltiat  all  their  labor  is  their 
own,  every  improverneril  belongs  to  themselves  and 
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to  go  forward,  and  they  obey,  looking  upon  Liberia 
as  theirs,  and  the  home  of  their  children.  Its  strength 
their  safety,  its  wealth  llieir  property,  and  its  pros- 
perity their  glory  and  salvation  from  degradation  of 
their  children.  Such  men  as  these  though  they  can- 
not read  a word  and  perhaps  never  thought  of  writ- 
ing, and  perhaps  spent  much  of  their  time  in  slavery, 
are  an  honor  to  any  country,  that  would  allow  them 
equality.  There  are  some  of  this  stamp  In  Liberia, 
men  “worth  their  vv  eights  in  gold.”  They  are  in- 
dustrious men  who  look  forward,  who  love  their 
children.  Such  nien  are  not  only  good  citizens,  but 
patrioiic  colonists.  One  thousand  of  them  would 
make  the  soil  and  the  ship  declare  Liberia  indepen- 
dent without  a human  declaration.  As  the  hope  of 
Liberia’s  glory,  present  as  well  as  luiure  glory  ris- 
ing belore  such  i.  en  it  beckons  them  oiiwaid.  I’hey 
enjoy  “freedom”  in  every  true  sense  of  that  word. 
Tliey  love  our  laws,  because  they  are  wholesome, 
they  are  ours  made  by  legislators  of  our  choice. — 
They  love  liberty  for  what  it  is  in  and  for  itself. 

Free  from  that  oppression  wor-e  if  possible  than 
that  of  Israel  in  Egypt  under  which  be  once  groan- 
ed, the  industrious  spirited  man  seizes  and  bolds  fast 
the  hope  of  elevating  not  only  bis  own,  but  the  name 
and  character  of  his  counliy.  With  liie,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuits  of  happiness  with  and  before  him, 
with  a right  view  of  these  things,  what  can  hinder 
this  colony  from  prospering.^  Or  such  men  from 
being  freemen?  It  is  a startling  truth,  unless  it  has 
become  “a  new  thing  under  the  sun,”  that  there  is 
nol  a free  black  man  from  Georgia  to  Maine.  No, 
nor  in  the  whole  United  Slates!  Nor  will  diere  be 
very  soon,  if  we  ii;Ust  judge  Irom  “ihe  signs  of  the 
times.”  “The  Gospel  w as  to  tree  the  slaves  of  the 
U.  Slates,”  but  we  are  told  that  “slavery  is  becoming 
a baptised  cliild  of  holy  scilpluies,”  “strengthening 
and  tightening  her  chains,”  listening  nol  lor  one 
moment  to  the  abolitionists  jargon  ol  amalgamation 
and  of  negro  equality,  the  oniy  two  hopes  of  the 
black  man  ever  becoming  a lieemari  in  ihe  United 
Stales.  T he  abuliiionisis  alter  ail  their  talk,  are 
selling  as  strong  guaiOs  to  keep  those  two  hopes  Irom 
being  realized  as  the  veriest  slaveholder  of  the  south- 
ern Slates.  So  we  believe. 

What  number  ol  the  so  called  free  stales  [for  that 
we  don’t  know]  tias  made  ihem  equal  in  every  point 
shun  ol  winch  ihey  are  nut  on  equriUy,  not  equally 
free;  what  abuliiionisl  hus  caiiieu  out  his  princi- 
ple or  shu  eU  Ills  Ouclaruliuii  [Uiai  he  lias  no  respect 
of  color]  to  be  true,  Uy  giving  uis  Oaughler  lo  a ne- 
gro husuaod,  tus  sun  to  allegro  wilt.^  eOucalmg  his 
grand  children,  showing  example  as  well  as  precept 

10  the  Slav  e slates. 

A real  unprejudiced  white  man  we  have  yet  to 
look  upon,  unless  it  may  be  the  non.  Mr.  Gray,  who 
followed  a colored  woman  and  her  children  lo  Libe- 
ria, married  her  anu  lived  and  died  happy.  There 
are  those  who  plaster  the  poor  ignorant  colored 
mao’s  eyes  with  ihe  empty  name  oi  liberty,  sUtlch 
out  arlibcial  rainbows,  and  set  ihe  negro  lu  running 
alter  ihe  philosoplier’s  stone.  Liberty  winch  they  say 
IS  at  the  end  ol  the  “buw”wnicli  moves  as  last  as 
he  runs,  still  letdmg  the  poor  olack  with  such  sick- 
ly talk  as  IreeUom  m America,  “a  sounding  brass” 
111  the  hands  ol  liie  enemy. 

We  are  giaO  that  w e are  able  to  say,  that  there  are 
& few  hundred  freemen  in  Liberia  ii  hi  the  eyes  of 
any  man,  our  cuiislitulioiial  conneclioii  wiUi  a great 

11  nol  the  greatest  phiUmihropic  society  that  ever  lived, 
makes  us  not  a tree  people,  a word  can  alter  that.— 
Liberia  has  the  power  to  ask  the  power  lo  receive, 
Ol  lake  ol  the  Col.  Csccitiy  , ilm  w ili  to  serve  any  union 
that  would  Oegiadc  us,  at  any  n.omet.i  A cOi.slilu* 
lion  eunlii  uaiiy  lays  Leioic  us  tiiai  it  ueaieiiot 
now,  and  we  leel  we  are  ami  see  we  are,  we  can 
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adopt  and  be  a people.  Jehovah  gave  Africa  to  the 
colored  race,  God  planted  and  will  water  and  cause 
to  thrive  this  “sweet  home”  of  the  colored  man,  and 
he  will  do  it,  despite  the  sheep  skin  covering  of  its 
enemies.  First  the  emigration  of  free,  secondly  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  slave,  hlack  man, 
thirdly  the  union  of  African  tribes  with  Liberia,  now 
becoming  so  general  a d sire  among  our  natives, 
some  of  whom  have  made  application  and  become 
in  part  united  already,  and  by  our  own  children, 
goodly  numbers  of  whom  to  our  everlasting  delight, 
gambol  in  our  streets,  fill  our  schools,  and  assist  us 
at  our  work,  all  of  whom  are  as  free  as  the  air  they 
breathe,  never  saw  the  chain,  and  as  much  as  they 
are  learning,  cannot  learn  or  iindrrjtand  tiie  words 
slm<e  or  alavery. 

“Slaves  cannot  breathe’’  in  I.iheria, 

“If  they  touch  our  coast  their  shackels 

Fa'l,’’ and  fall  forever.  Liberia  will  live  for  ever. 

Tub  Liberia  packet,  was  built  by  the  Baltimore 
Liberia  Packet  Company,  expressly  to  accommo- 

v.iutgi  Ovv^i  ^0,000  as  CXpCnddO  Itl 

up  their  cabins.  It  furnished  convenient  and  ample 
apartments  to  accommodate  170  emigrants,  count- 
ing two  children  as  one  passenger,  and  could  afford 
to  carry  them  at  $25  each,  including  all  expenses. 

She  made  her  first  trip  to  Liberia  and  back  to 
Baltimore  in  fine  style,  and  brought  back  ample  cer- 
tificates from  the  passengers  she  took  out  of  their 
satisfaction. 

On  reaching  home,  this  fine  packet  found  a virtual 
embargo  upon  future  operali'ms.  A law  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  congress  and  now  in  operation, 
restricts  all  vessels  passing  through  tlie  tropics,  from 
carrying  more  than  one  passenger  to  every  twenty 
clear  superficial  feet  of  deck;  protiibits  more  than 
two  tiers  of  berths,  and  stipulates  that  berths  shall 
not  be  less  than  six  feet  long  and  eighteen  inches 
wide.  Such  a law  may  have  been  necessary  for, 
and  designed  to  operate  upon  merchant  sliips,  the 
bulk  of  which  are  appropriated  to /rc^/il,  and  only 
a small  space  left  lor  passengers.  No  exception 
was  made  in  the  law  for  packets  fitted  up  expressly 
to  accommodate  passengers.  Under  its  provisions 
the  Liberia  packet  is  proliibiled  from  carrying  moie 
than  Ihirly-seven  persoii.s,  young  and  old, — less  than 
than  one  fourth  of  the  number  she  was  prepared  to 
accommodate.  A trip  to  Liberia  would  be  a sinking 
business  to  the  company,  wiih  only  37  passengers. 
The  consequence  is,  that  she  has  to  abandon  the 
route  for  wtiich  she  was  expressly  constructed,  until 
congress  shall  modify  the  law.  She  has  sailed  for 
Europe  with  a cargo  of  provisions. 

The  Jlmerican  Colonizalion  Society  has,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  above,  published  a notice,  that  the 
expedition  of  emigrants  designing  to  sale  for  Libe- 
ria early  in  May,  will  be  postponed.  To  charter  a 
vessel  to  take  passengers  under  the  new  regulations, 
each  emigrant  would  cost  four  times  the  sum  the 
company  has  been  in  the  habit  of  paying. 

A late  Liberia  Herald  says:  “Our  harbor  a few 
days  ago  presented  a lively  and  busy  scene.  There 
were  at  one  time  six  vessels  of  war  at  anchor,  three 
American,  including  tlie  flag  ship;  two  English  and 
one  French.  Tliey  were  jam  nigh  exhausting  our 
stock  of  fresh  provisions.” 

The  British  government  has  made  overtures  for 
the  establishment  of  a cominercial  treaty  with  the 
American  colony  in  Africa,  as  soon  as  it  shall  have 
decided  to  become  an  independent  community, 
agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  llie  American 
Colonizalion  Society. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


BATTLE  OF  6ERALV0. 

JHajor  Gidding's  Official  Report — We  are  indebted 
to  a triend  of  Major  Giddiogs  for  a copy  of  his  otti- 
cial  report  to  Col.  Mitchell,  detailing  ti.e  particulars 
of  the  fight  with  the  Mexicans  at  Seralvo.  Major 
G.  with  his  brief  experience  m tlie  field  was  more 
than  a match  in  tactics,  lor  “tliree  Mexican  gene- 
rals,” having  a force  six  times  greatei  than  his  own! 
His  men  behaved  nobly  through  all  liie  discourage- 
ments under  wl.ich  they  fought,  and  the  fact  that 
they  were  ultimately  successful,  proves  the  skill  and 
foresigtit  of  their  commander,  as  well  their  own  bra- 
very.— Dayton  Journal. 

Camp  near  Camargo,  Mexico,  March  IG,  1847. 
Col.  A.  M.  Mitchell,  com’g.  at  Camargo — 

Sir: — Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I liave  the 
honor  to  report  the  circumstances  attending  my  re- 
cent marcli  from  Monterey  to  this  place.  On  the 
4tb  instant  1 was  ordered  to  escort  to  Camargo,  Mr. 
Crittenden  and  Major  Coffee,  bearers  of  dispatches 
from  headquarters,  with  five  companies  of  infantry 
and  two  piece*  of  artillcrT.  A train  of  150  wagons 


arriving  at  Monterey  from  Saltillo  on  the  4th  inst.,  I 
was  instructed  to  wait  till  the  following  day,  in  order 
that  the  train  might  proceed  with  the  escort.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  (he  5th  inst.,  I marched  from  Monte- 
rey, with  three  companies  1st  regiment  Ohio  volun- 
teers. commanded  by  Captains  Bradley,  Armstrong 
and  Kenealiy;  two  companies  of  the  1st  regiment 
Kentucky  volunteers,  commanded  by  Capt*.  Howe 
and  Fuller;  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant 
McCarter,  and  a small  detaciimenl  of  Arkansas  cav- 
alry commanded  by  Lieut.  Tiiompson — making  my 
command  about  260  men  in  all. 

The  massacre  at  Ramos,  and  the  attack  upon  Col. 
Morgan’s  regiment  at  Agua  Frio,  having  occurred  a 
few  days  previous,  I was  persuaded  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force  at  some  point  on  my  route,  and  the 
march  was  conducted  with  as  much  circumspection 
as  the  many  embarrassing  circumstances  attending 
the  movement  of  so  large  a tram  would  permit.  It 
being  impossible  lo  protect  the  train,  (two  miles  in 
length)  at  ail  points,  witii  so  small  a force,  I march- 
ed with  lliree  eomoanies  and  one  piece  of  artillery 
in  front — leaving  two  companies  and  one  piece  as  a 
rear  guard. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  7th  instant,  when  within 
a mile  of  Seralvo,  1 was  attacked  by  the  Mexican 
cavalry,  under  Generals  Urrea  and  Romaro.  Hav- 
ing learned  from  my  advanced  guard  that  the  enemy 
was  approaching  over  an  eminence  in  front,  and  that 
large  bodies  of  lancers  were  sweeping  rapidly  around 
on  both  flanks,  tlie  wagon  masters  were  directed  lo 
park  the  train  with  as  much  celerity  as  possible.  I 
advanced  my  artillery  and  three  companies  of  infan- 
try a short  distance,  and  immediately  opened  with 
cannisler  shot  upon  their  line  charging  me  in  front. 
Although  apparently  somewliat  confused,  they  con- 
tinued lo  advance,  but  were  promptly  checked  by  the 
fire  of  the  infantry  supporting  the  piece,  one  or  two 
more  rounds  from  which  compelled  them  lo  fall 
back.  My  attention  wis  next  directed  to  an  annoy- 
ing discharge  of  escopettes — on  my  left  flank,  pro- 
ceeding from  a party  of  the  enemy  which  had  taken 
a position  in  the  chaparral  in  that  quarter.  Placing 
the  gun  in  battery  on  the  left,  this  parly  was  soon 
driven  from  their  cover.  In  the  mean  lime,  many 
of  tlie  drivers  tiaving deserted  their  teaiiis,  the  fright- 
ened mules  had  dashed  into  the  chaparral  on  both 
sides  of  the  road.  About  40  of  the  wagons  were  im- 
mediately burned  by  the  Mexicans — among  them 
that  containing  iny  ammunition — which,  however, 
killed  and  wounded  10  of  the  enemy  by  its  unexpect- 
ed explosion. 

Having  thus  broken  the  centre  of  the  train,  the 
enemy  formed  in  considerable  force  between  me  and 
the  rear  guard,  distant  at  the  time,  about  two  miles, 
and  now  weakened  by  the  absence  of  Capt.  Howe’s 
company,  which  by  some  misunderstanding  of  orders 
had  hastened  to  the  front  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fight. 

In  order  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  piece  of  artil- 
lery and  Captain  Keneally’s  company  now  left  alone 
in  the  rear,  I directed  Capt.  Bradley — with  his  own, 
Ijieut.  MePike’s  and  Lieut.  Thompson’s  command — 
lo  endeavor  lo  open  a communication  with  the  rear 
guard.  At  this  juncture,  Captain  Kenealiy  liiinself 
arrived — staled  that  his  company  was  surrounded  and 
that  lie  tiad  received  under  cover  of  a flag  Uie  follow- 
ing communication: 

“The  Colonel  Laiigberg  offers  to  ali  the  soldiers 
life  and  security  if  you  surrender  yourself. 

EMELIO  LANGBERG,  Foreign  Officer.” 

Upon  receipt  of  this  note,  Capt.  Kenealiy  had  re- 
quested an  interview  witii  Colonel  Langberg,  and  de- 
manded of  him  one  hour  to  consult  me — which  time, 
and  permission  to  visit  me,  was  politely  granted  by 
Gen.  Romaro,  comrnanding  the  Mexican  force  in 
my  rear.  Captain  Kenealiy  was  furthermore  kindly 
informed  that  the  enemy’s  I'orce  amounted  to  l,6dU 
men  and  three  generals. 

I imniedia’.ely  returned  to  General  Romaro,  a 
brief  reply,  and  desired  that  the  parley  might  be 
terminated. 

Soon  after,  1 despatched  Capt.  Bradley,  with  the 
force  previously  designated,  lo  communicate  with 
the  rear,  and  assist  in  bringing  up  the  wagons,  which 
bad  thus  far  boen  successfully  defended  by  Captain 
Kenealiy.  Capt.  Bradley  cut  through  the  enemy’s 
line  in  the  most  gallant  manner, — liis  volleys  were 
responded  to  by  the  artillery  and  musketry  of  the 
rear  guard,  and  in  a few  miniiies  1 had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  my  little  band  again  united  around  lOU 
of  tlie  wagons  which  he  had  succeeded  in  saving. — 
In  the  absence  of  Capt.  Bradley  on  this  duly — a par- 
ley was  sounded  by  the  enemy  still  in  force  between 
us  and  the  town,  and  which  portion  of  his  troops 
Gen.  Urrea  commanded,  in  person.  They  reiterated 
their  demand  for  a surrender,  and  desired  to  know, 
why  1 had  fired  upon  the  general  in  chief  whilst  a 
truce  existed.  To  their  first  demand  1 sent  the  same 
reply  that  had  been  preiiouelj  commuDlcaled  to  Gen. 


Romaro;  and  also  that  during  the  time  my  fire  was 
continued  in  front,  1 was  ignorant  of  the  parley 
existing  in  the  rear. 

Towards  night  the  enemy  drew  ofi’  towards  (ha 
town;  in  which  direction  1 also  continued  my  march, 
with  little  progress  however,  as  the  wagons  closed  hi 
mass  were  much  impeded  by  the  tliickets  skirting 
the  road.  It  soon  became  quite  dark  and  supposing 
that  the  enemy  would  oppose  my  entrance  into  the 
town,  1 deemed  it  best  to  await  until  daylight  before 
making  the  attack.  As  my  men  were  suffering  ex- 
ceedingly fur  water,  1 found  it  ncces.sary  during  the 
night  drive  off  a parly  of  lancers  stationed  near  to  tha 
stream,  dislant  from  us  about  half  a mile.  At  dawn 
on  tile  8lh  inst.  I took  possession  of  Seralvo  without 
oppo.sitioii, — the  enemy  liaving  evaeimled  ii  during 
the  night.  Discovering  that  there  were  but  ten  or 
twelve  rounds  of  animnnitiori  remaining  in  the  car- 
tridge boxes,  1 was  detained  at  Seralvo  until  the 
ai  rival  of  Co!.  Curtis’  command  on  tlie  I2ih  instant. 
Obtaining  from  him  the  necessary  supplies,  I pro- 
ceeded on  mv  marcli  anil  arrived  at  this  post  on  the 
JOth  instant. 

There  were  killed  in  the  affair  at  Ser.alvo,  on  the 
7th  inst.  t.vo  privates  of  Capt.  Bradley’s  company  F, 
1st  rig.  Ohio  volunteers,  and  15  teamsters.  1 was 
informed  lliai  the  Mexican  loss  in  the  engagement 
amounted  to  45  killed  and  wounded — which  number 
1 believe  to  be  nearly  correct. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  met  the  overwhelming 
force  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  with  th« 
greatest  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieut.  A.  McCarter 
and  Sergeant  vVm.  Ilowcll,  did  good  sen  ice.  with  the 

artillery — firing  with  great  rapidity  and  accuraev 

Lieiils.  Jas.  P.  Fyffe  and  Janies  51oora  oi  my  staff 
pcrlbnued  tlie  many  duties  witii  which  they  were 
entrusted,  witii  promptness  and  gallantry. 

L.  GIDDINGS, 

Major  1st  reg.  O.  V.  coin’dg  delach.ment. 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  ALVARADO. 

United  Stales  steamer  Scouri^e, 

.llvarado,  J)pril  .3,  lb47. 

I wiolc  you  iVum  Havana,  and  gave  you  the  rea- 
sons of  our  detention  at  this  place.  3'tiyt  detention 
deprived  ns  from  sbaring  in  the  glory  at  Vera  Cruz 
for  on  liie  very  day  of  our  arrival  Vera  Cruz  was 
evacuated  by  the  Mexicans,  and  possession  was  ta- 
ken by  Gen.  Scott  and  Com.  Perry. 

The  wliole  of  the  naval  forceshaving  been  called 
to  Vera  Cruz  to  fight  the  great  battle,  and  finding 
that  no  vessel  was  off  this  place  blcckadin^e,  ihe 
commodore  ordered  this  vessel  down  for  ihaT  pur- 
pose,  not  dreaming  that  sire  would  venture  to  at- 
tack the  great  Alvarado,  but  we  had  lost  too  much 
at  Vera  Cruz,  so  our  gaDant  commander,  Charles  G. 
Hunter,  at  all  risks,  determined  to  make  an  attempt. 

Tiie  city,  after  two  attacks,  surrendered  to  the 
Scourge,  i wish  I had  time  lo  give  you  all  concern- 
ing the  affair,  but  ’tis  impossible. 

The  Scourge  was  sent  to  Alvarado  to  blockade 
and  Com.  Perry  had  made  all  arrangements  lo  at- 
tack Alvarado  with  a large  force  by  sea,  while  Gen. 
Quitman  w as  lo  enter  by  land,  but  the  squadron  and 
the  troops  got  here  loo  late,  the  Scourge  had  done 
all. 


Ship  Germanlowii, 
do  St.  Alary’s* 
Brig  Porpoise, 

Ship  Albany, 
Scliooner  Peire), 
do  Falcon, 


ing  vessels: 

Sleamer  Mississippi, 

F rigate  Potomac, 

Sleamer  Vixen, 
do  Spilfire, 

Schooner  Reefer, 
do  Tampico, 

do  Bonita. 

This  force  to  make  the  attack.  When  it  came  off 
the  port,  the  American  colors  was  seen  hoisted  on 
the  torts.  I his  caused  the  greatest  disappointment 
in  the  squadron.  3'he  commodore  immediately  ar- 
rested our  gallant  commander  for  having  attacked 
Alvarado  without  his  orders,  and  commander  lluii- 
ler  is,  Uitrelore,  to  be  tried  by  a court  martial  for 
taking  this  place. 

Ourgallani  commander  also  captured  the  city  of 
Tlttcolalpan,  a city  of  about  7,000  inhabitants. 


Ctm.  Hunter's  rffiidat  report  to  Com.  Perrj. 

Uuileel  Slates  steamer  Scourge, 
Jllvarado,  jipril  2,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  lo  report  tliut  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  30tli  ultimo,  at  about  5 o’clock,  1 arriv^ 
ofl'  the  bar  of  this  river;  that  1 immediately  opened 
upon  the  forts  with  round  shot  and  shell;  but  find- 
ing a heavy  surf  on  the  bar,  and  seeing  indications 

of  a norther,  1 stood  off  and  on  during  ihe  nigiit. 

In  the  morning  1 again  opened  on  ihe  forts,  w ben  I 
discovered  a white  flag  on  the  beach,  and  shortly 
alter,  the  captain  of  the  port  and  a pilot  came  off 
I w'ilh  a flag  of  truce,  olfering  a surrender  of  Ifie 
; place,  and  informing  me  that  the  Mexican  Ireopi 
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(to  ihe  miraber  of  three  or  four  hundred)  had,  after 
our  attack,  evacuated  the  forts  and  city  Ihe  night 
previous,  having  first  fired  all  the  government  ves 
pels,  spiked  a portion  of  the  guns,  and  buried  others 
in  the  sand.  With  a view  of  preventing  any  further 
destruction  of  public  property,  or  a return  of  the 
Mexicans  before  your  arrival,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  an  unobstructed  entrance  for  the  squadron, 
1 came  in,  anchored  off  the  town,  received  their  sur- 
render, (a  copy  of  which  I herewith  enclose)  hoist- 
ed the  American  flag  under  a salute  of  twenty  one 
guns,  and  then,  hearing  that  the  garrison  of  the 
place  were  hastening  up  the  river  with  two  or  three 
vessels  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  other 
public  property,  1 left  Passed  Mtdshipman  Temple, 
with  five  men,  in  command  of  Ihe  place,  and  stood 
up  the  river  after  them.  On  the  way  up  1 succeed- 
ed in  capturing  four  schooners;  one  I burned,  as  1 
could  not  get  her  ofl';  another  1 left  behind  as  worth- 
less; the  third  1 towed  down,  and  the  fourth  is  now 
coming  down  under  the  command  of  Passed  Mid- 
shipman Pringle.  At  H o’clock  in  Ihe  morning  1 
anchored  of  Tlacotalpan,  a city  of  about  7,000  in- 
habitants, sent  Lieut.  Marin  ashore  to  the  alcalde, 
assembled  the  junta,  and  demanded  an  entire  and 
unconditional  surrender  within  half  an  hour.  My 
demands  were  at  once  complied  with,  and  I here 
with  transmit  a copy  of  their  surrender. 

I am,  &e 

(Signed)  C.  G.  HUNTER,  Lt.  Comn’g. 
To  Com.  M.  C.  Perry,  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
Gulf  Squadron. 


THE  TERMS  OF  CAPITULATION. 

Toivn  of  Tla  Co-Talpam,  IstJpril,  1847 — 2 o’clock 
p.  M.  Present,  the  constituUonal  alcalde  and  citi- 
zens, who  compose  this  illustrious  council  on  the 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  Capl.  C.  G.  Hunter,  of 
the  U.  S.  steamer  Scourge,  accompanied  by  the 
second  lieutenant  of  that  vessel,  M.  C.  Marin;  the 
object  being  to  enter  into  such  negotiations  as  shall 
be  suitable  for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
better  understanding  with  that  nation,  the  terms  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  articles  vt'ere  agreed  to  by 
both  parties: 

1st.  The  town  TIa-co-Talpam  hereby  declares  its 
perfect  neutrality  tow  ards  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  its  entire  submission  to  them  as  long 
as  existing  circumslances  continue. 

2d.  In  consideration  of  tliis,  the  said  captain,  in 
the  name  of  the  government,  whose  commission  he 
holds,  binds  himself  that  the  rights  of  individuals 
shall  be  respected,  as  also  their  persons  and  private 
property,  likewise  ihe  Catholic  religion,  and  the  free 
exercise  of  its  forms  of  worslup. 

And  for  the  fulfilment  and  faiihful  observance  of 
this  compact,  both  the  contracting  parties  hereby 
bind  tliemselves  by  all  the  lorms  usual;  and  in  tesli 
inony  of  the  same,  tliey  liave  hereby  subscribed 
their  names  to  two  copies  of  tliis  contract,  each  of 
the  same  tenor  and  date.  Done  by  the  alcalde,  pre- 
siding officer  of  this  council,  and  the  before  named 
second  lieutenant,  who  assisted  in  arranging  this  ne- 
gotiation, and  who  IS  commissioned  to  sign  for  the 
before-mentioned  Capl.  Charles  G.  Hutrter. 

(Signed)  PEDRO  ATALPICO. 

^ M.  C.  MARIN,  Lieut.  U.  S.  N. 

The  town  of  Alvarado  having  been  left  defence- 
less surrenders  itself  to  the  United  Stales  steamer 
Scourge,  Capl.  C.  G.  Hunter,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

1st.  That  the  forces  of  the  United  States  will  re- 
spect'and  protect  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

*^2d.  That  they  solemnly  guarantee  complete  and 
entire  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
and  all  species  of  properly,  it  being  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  no  public  edifice  or  private  house  shall 
be  taken  or  used  by  the  United  Slates’  forces,  unless 
some  orevious  arrangement  shall  have  been  made 
with  the  owners.  JOSE  RUIZ  PARRA, 

President  ol  the  council. 
M.  C.  MARIN, 

Alvarado,  31st  March,  1847.  Ll.  U.  S navy. 


COL.  MORGAN’S  FIGHT  WITH  URREA  AT  AGUA  FRIO. 

VVe  have  not  yet  seen  the  particulars  of  the  bailie 
which  has  been  frequently  reterred  to,  as  having 
taken  place  between  Col.  Morgan,  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Gen.  Urrea’s  laiiceis. 
The  following  extract  from  a letter  Iroman  esteem- 
ed correspondent  at  Saltillo,  will  in  some  degree 
suopW  this  \acuum. 

Pari  of  the  2ci  Ohio,  hastening  to  the  relief  of 
Gen  Taylor,  from  Cenalvo,  in  all  212,  under  Col. 
Morgan  fought  with  over  a thousaud  lancers,  under 
Gen^Urrea,  near  Agua  Frio,  for  five  hours,  until 
artillery  came  to  their  aid  from  Monterey.  Lieut. 
Stewart,  of  company  C,  of  that  regnncnl,  i.,eais  the 
highest  ’praise  for  his  daring  bravery  in  riding 
through  the  Mexican  lures  to  ask  reinloi cements.— 


The  American  force,  drawn  up  in  a hollow  square, 
repulsed  charge  after  charge  of  the  horse,  sustain- 
ing a heavy  fire  from  the  chaparral.  Capl.  Latham, 
with  his  riflemen,  was  about  charging  into  the  cha- 
parral for  a hand-to-hand  fight,  but  was  recalled,  as 
it  appeared  evidently  the  design  of  the  enemy  to 
both  break  Ihe  square  and  induce  the  men  to  charge 
into  the  sides  of  the  road,  where  singly  they  would 
not  be  able  to  meet  horsemen.  There  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  men  vvere  in  ambuscaoe,  ready 
to  rake,  at  a single  volley,  any  small  body  of  men 
opposed  to  them.  And  so  it  afterwards  appeared; 
for.  on  the  first  fire  from  the  cannon  into  one  of  these 
suspected  places,  nearly  thirty  of  the  enemy  were 
killed.  After  fifteen  minutes’  fight  with  the  cannon, 
the  lancers  fled  in  every  direclion,  leaving  more 
than  a hundred  on  Ihe  field.  We  lost  but  four  killed 
and  a few  wounded.  The  enemy  kept  up  a heavy 
fire  from  escopelas,  but  generally  overshot  us. — 
Capt.  Graham,  quartermaster  at  Cerralvo,  was  shot 
through  the  heart,  in  the  beeinnimr  of  the  fight,  and 
died  instantly.  Colonel  Morgan  was  himself  cool, 
brave,  and  determined,  with  the  heart  of  youth,  and 
head  of  age,  as  a young  man  but  old  Texan  will 
always  feel  in  battle. 

The  word  now  passes  along  the  line — “San  Luis 
in  six  weeks.”  As  soon  as  the  rainy  reason  com- 
mences, bo,  for  San  Luis!  and  judging  from  what  has 
happened — catching  a prophetic  gleam  ol  the  future 
by  the  reflection  from  Ihe  past — we  can  well  concur 
in  the  rude  but  truthful  sentiment  of  a wounded  vo- 
lunteer— “Taylor  will  lake  it  like  a d — n!” 

GENERAL  HOUSTON — THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

Gen.  Houston  was  at  San  Augustine,  'I'exas,  on 
his  way  home  from  Washington,  on  the  19th  ult. — 
During  Ihe  few  hours  he  lamed,  he  delivered  a 
short  address  to  the  people.  Alluding  to  tiis  speech, 
the  San  Augustine  Shield  observes: 

Hestatfd  that  the  commission  of  major-general 
in  the  army  invading  Mexico  was  tendered  to  him- 
self and  his  colleague,  (Gen.  Rusk,)  but  both  had 
declined  its  acceptance — his  own  reason  for  doing 
so  was  that  he  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
plan  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  the  officers  who 
would  have  been  his  seniors  in  rank,  and  he  would 
not  assist  in  carrying  out  measures  directly  antago- 
nistic to  ills  own  judgment.  His  own  experience  in 
fighting  Mexicans,  which  he  believed  to  be  greatei 
than  that  of  any  of  the  generals  who  would 
have  been  above  him,  did  not  approve  the  idea  of 
marching  to  Mexico  with  such  a cumbrous  train  of 
wagons,  and  such  an  immense  quantity  of  hay  as 
Gen  Scott  required — he  did  not  wish  to  be  encum- 
bered with  all  the  splendor  and  pomp  with  wliich 
that  general  was  attended.  He  preferred  invading 
Mexico  with  Texans,  who  required  but  one  mule  to 
a mess,  and  could  lay  all  night  with  but  one  blanket 
around  them,  and  with  their  rifles  hugged  close  to 
their  bosoms  ready  to  fight  at  a moment's  warning. 
Whenever  his  country  called  him  and  he  was  allow- 
ed an  independent  command  of  any,  who,  like  Tex- 
ans, were  inured  to  toil,  and  could  feed  their  horses 
on  grass,  and  themselves  on  jerked  beef,  if  necessa- 
ry, he  was  then  ready  to  take  his  life  in  one  hand 
and  his  sword  in  the  other,  and  go  as  far  ao  his 
country’s  good  required. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  SACRAMENTO. 

We  have  no  account  as  yet  from  the  division  un- 
der Col.  Doniphan,  (of  the  Missouri  volunteers)  nor 
of  this  afl'air,  except  what  reaches  us  through  Mex- 
ican papers.  They  furnish  a despatch  of  the  Mex- 
ican General  Heredia,  dated  the  2d  March,  the 
material  part  of  u hich  is  as  follows: 

“At  12  o’clock  on  tlie  28th  the  enemy  was  seen 
by  my  advance  guard,  and  at  2 o’clock  P.  M.  he  ap- 
peared in  sight  of  my  camp.  1 instantly  drew  up 
three  columns  of  inlanlry  under  the  command  of 
Don  Vicente  Sanchez,  three  ol  cavalry  under  the 
orders  of  Gen.  Garcia  Conde,  and  posted  my  artil- 
iery  in  the  most  suitable  manner;  but  as  the  enemy 
changed  his  route,  and  marched  to  the  right  in  order 
to  turn  my  position,  I was  obliged  to  change  my 
whole  plan,  and  ordered  Gen.  Garcia  Comie  with  the 
cavalry  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  enemy,  while  I 
supported  him  with  the  remainder  of  my  forces  — 
Tne  enemy  hailed  when  the  cavalry  came  in  front 
of  him,  and  I,  with  the  greatest  despatch  and  all 
possible  order,  was  arranging  to  form  the  infantry 
and  artillery  into  bailie  on  the  right  of  the  cavalry, 
and  was  already  placing  the  pieces  of  artillery,  when 
the  enemy  opened  with  his  cannon  on  the  cavalry, 
and  at  the  third  fire  I had  the  mortification  to  see  ii 
completely  dispersed.  My  artillery  returned  the 
enemy ’s  fire,  and  kept  firing  with  activity  while  1 
was  trying  to  form  the  iniantry,  which  had  been 
thrown  into  confusion  by  the  cavalry;  and,  owing  to 
my  great  exertions  and  those  ol  (Japt.  Don  Angel 
'i'rias,  Dou  Francisco  FadiUo,  and  Don  CayeUno  | 


Justiniani,  we  succeeded  in  again  forming  the  in- 
fantry, and  collecting  nearly  all  the  cavalry  which 
was  stationed  in  my  former  encampment,  it  being 
necessary  to  establish  a line  with  the  new  position, 
w hich  was  accomplished  tn  the  midst  of  the  firing, 
all  the  infantry  and  artilleiy  falling  back  without 
leaving  in  the  other  camp  even  a cannon  that  bad 
been  dismounted,  and  bringing  away  all  the  dead  and 
wounded. 

“Being  by  this  lime  established  at  Sacramento 
with  all  my  forces,  the  enemy  attacked  us  with  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery,  and  a charge  which  his  ca- 
valry made  on  a redoubt  was  most  chivalrously  bea- 
ten off  by  fifty  men  of  the  7th  infantry  and  thirty 
men  of  the  Durango  squadron,  under  the  command 
of  the  valiant  captain  of  cazadores,  D.  Rafael  Goh- 
zales,  who  fell  a victim  to  his  bravery,  he  receiving 
a wound  of  which  he  died  in  a few  moments.  At 
Ihe  same  time  fell  Lieut.  D.  Augustus  Quintana,  and 
several  men  of  both  companies.  While  they  were 
thus  defending  the  redoubt,  the  cavalry  which  1 had 
sent  10  its  assistance  nea,  auu  aispersea  completely, 
carrying  confusion  into  the  ranks  of  the  infantry. — 
In  this  critical  situation  1 withdrew  the  artillery  to 
an  elevation  in  the  vicinity,  and  succeeded  in  col- 
lecting 200  infantry,  and  there  1 maintained  myself 
until,  without  having  the  power  to  prevent  it,  I was 
completely  abandoned,  except  by  Cols.  D.  Francisco 
Padilla  and  D.  Cayelano  Justiniani,  Capl.  Salvado 
Santa  Maria,  of  the  artillery  of  the  National  Guard, 
and  the  veteran  Lieut.  D.  Manuel  Flores,  and  Lieut. 
Col.  D.  Matias  Conde,  the  commander  of  the  artil-. 
Iery,  who  w ith  a few  men  of  the  anUlcry  maintain- 
ed the  fire  for  nearly  half  an  hour.  Under  these  dis- 
astrous circumstances  Col.  D.  Angel  Trias,  and  the 
commander  of  a battalion,  D.  Vicente  Sanchez,  used 
the  utmost  cfl'orls  to  reorganize  the  infantry,  as.sisted 
by  Cols.  Padilla  and  Justiniani,  whom  1 had  sent  for 
the  same  purpose;  but  it  was  in  vain;  they  could  not 
collect  twenty  men.  'I'he  rest  fled  to  the  mountains 
terrified,  following  Ihe  example  ol  the  cavalry,  of 
which  only  the  first  squadron  of  Durango  made  any 
resistance;  their  commander,  Don  Manuel  Aponte, 
having  ordered  them  to  dismount  in  order  to  extri- 
cate them  from  the  confusion  in  v\  hich  they  were 
involved.  Abandoned  even  by  tlteir  nen,  the  offi- 
cers of  artillery  already  mentioned  were  forced  to 
retire.  Having  lost  all  hope  of  regaining  the  day, 
I was  obliged  to  retreat  with  bitter  grief,  as  all  in 
the  camp  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
nothing  being  saved  except  eight  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, which  a servant  of  Col.  Padilla  hid  in  the 
mountains.  In  my  retreat  1 endeavored  to  collect 
some  infantry  to  lead  them  to  Chihuahua,  but  all  my 
efforts  were  useless. 

‘ On  account  of  the  complete  dispersion  it  is  im- 
possible to  give  an  exact  detail  of  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded;  but  1 can  assure  your  ex  cellen- 
cy  that  they  cannot  be  less  than  eighty  to  a hun- 
dred.” 

KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  AT  VERA  CRUZ. 

The  ‘‘Amencan  Eigle,”  a new  Americo-Mex- 
ican  paper,  slatted  in  Vera  Cruz  by  Messrs.  Peo- 
ples, Barnard  ol  Jewell,  of  the  fi.h  says:  “The 
following  is  the  list  of  those'  who  were  killed  and 
woundtd  in  the  attack  upon  this  place,  as  reported 
officially  to  headquarters.  We  have,  in  the  kindest 
manner,  been  permitted  to  copy  them,  and  whilst 
we  deplore  the  loss  of  those  who  have  fallen,  we 
must  congratulate  the  army  upon  the  success  that 
has  attended  them  with  so  little  loss.  Of  the  army 
it  will  be  perceived  that  there  vvere  10  killed  and  47 
wounded. 

Of  the  navy,  we  understand  that  one  officer  (Mid- 
shipman Shubrick)  and  7 sailors  and  marines  were 
killed  and  wounded,  but  we  regret  that  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  give  their  na.ues. 

UNDER  COL.  HARNEY. 

Jfilfcd  — James  li.  N icholson,  coi  poral  of  company 
F,  in  action  ol  Puente  di  Moreno,  Match,  24; — Hop- 
kins, private,  company  H.  3i  Artillery,  same  place 
and  time. 

fVounded. — Lewis  Neill,  2d  lieut.  adjutant;  Joseph 

Marshall,  private,  company  B, Jones,  do.,  2nd 

dragoons,  severely ; Hugh  Ga  vin  private,  Capl  Cheat- 
ham’s 1st  Temiesseeaiis,  slightly;  M.  Foy,  W.  Ailes, 
pi  ivates,  company  A,  D.  Vann,  do.,  company  C.  G. 
Woodley  do.,  company  H.  2d  Tennesseeans,  slightly; 
Tbos.  Young,  guide,  slightly;  vV.  T.  Gillespie,  com- 
pany B,  Lewis  Geisele,  company  C,  John  Smith, 
company  K,  privates, 2j  dragoons,  slightly. 

All  the  above,  with  the  exception  of  Lieut.  Neill, 
who  was  wounded  at  or  near  tlie  village  of  Medellin, 
met  with  their  mishaps  at  Puente  de  Moreno,  March 
25ih. 

UNDER  GEN.  WORTH. 

Killed — J.  B.  Vinton,  captain  3d  Artillery,  on  the 
22d  March;  John  Hefii-r,  private,  company  B,  2d 
no.,  26lh  ...arch;  Nicholas  Burns,  private,  company 
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B,  24lh  March; rrusician,  2Ist  March. 

Jf'owuled. — James  Foster,  sergeant,  company  G, 
.^4  Artillery,  March  23d,  severely;  W.  13.  Hunt  and 
F.mile  Voltarat.  privates,  company  B.  21  Artillery. 
24lh  March,  slightly;  Adolphe  Malhe,  John  Golding 
and  VVm.  Henderson,  privates,  company  D,  2d  Ar- 
tillery, 22d  March — the  two  last  named  slightly,  the 
other  his  left  arm  shot  off;  Ernest  Kriinse,  Owen 
Boate,  Wm.  Carthage,  Joseph  S.  Hayden  and  Ar- 
chibald, privates,  company  P’  2d  Artillery — the  first 
on  the  20.th  and  remainder  on  the  24th  March  slightly 
Martin  Dignant,  private,  coninany  G 21  Artillery, 
22d  March,  slightly;  S.  D.  Shnelzenbat k,  private, 
company  A,  and  Edw,  Fleming,  private,  company  1, 
8lh  Infantry,  23d  March,  slightly, 

UNDER  GEN.  TWIGGS. 

Killed — Wm.  Albnrlis,  brevet  captain,  2d  Infan- 
try, .March  llih,  by  a cannon  ball;  W.  II.  Blake, 
sergeant,  company  F,  4th  Artillery,  March  15lh; — 
Robert  T.  Cunningham,  private,  company  A,  moun- 
ted riflemen,  March  11th. 

ffouitded. — W.  B.  Lane  and  Edward  Harris,  ser- 
geants, company  D.  mounted  riflemen,  March  24th, 
severely;  John"ieiuno,  pnvaie,  company  tj, 
ted  riflemen,  March  24th,  severely,  Frederick  War- 
ren, private,  company  C,  mounted  riflemen.  March 
24th,  slightly,  Henry  Neill,  .slightly,  and  Thomas 
Weller,  severely,  privates,  company  B,  mounted  ri- 
flemen, March  lllh;  John  Rone,  musician,  company 
B,  1st  Artillery,  March  11th,  severely;  James  Sle- 
phen,  private,  company  F,  4lh  Artillery,  March  14lh 
severely;  Spencer,  corporal,  company  D,  2d  infan. 
try,  March  11th,  severely. 

UNDER  GEN.  PATTERSON. 

Killed.  — John  Miller  and  Gothlet  Reip,  privates, 
company  G,  1st  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers — 
the  first  on  the  17lh  and  the  latter  on  the  24th 
March. 

fFounded. — Lieut.  Col  J.  P.  Dickinson,  South  Ca- 
rolina regiment,  severely ; Private  Ballad,  do.  do., 
severely;  Privates  Coke,  D Phillips  and  Hickey,  do. 
do.,  sliglitly;  Q.  ,M.  Serg,  B.  P.  .McDonald,  Georgia 
regiment,  severely;  Serg,  Jos.  King,  do.  do.,  slight- 
ly; Private  T.  J.  Scott,  do.  do.,  severely;  Private 
Henry  Lanbeck,  do.  do.,  slightly;  Private  John  G. 
Eubank,  do.  do.,  severely — all  on  the  11th  March; 
Serg.  John  Henson,  company  E,  1st  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  March  9,  severely;  Privates  O.  C.  Burden, 
Wm.  Vanderbark  and  .Andrew  Keamer,  company  1, 
do.  do.,  Match  11,  slightly;  Private  Theo.  Heisss, 
conjpany  F,  do.  do.;  Private  Jas.  Stevens,  company 
J,  do.  do.;  Private  Fry,  compaiiy  D,  2d  Pennsylvania 
regiment — all  on  the  11th  March,  slightly;  Private 
Mark  Fose,  company  A,  2d  Tennessee  regiment, 
lltli  March,  slightly  ; Private  John  Hubbard,  com- 
pany A,  1st  Tennessee  regiment,  during  bombard- 
ment, slightly ; Serg.  R.  Williamson,  company  C.  1st 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  11th  March,  slightly ; Private 
Daniel  Harkins,  company  A.  do.  do.,  (on  piquet) 
slightly. 


“ARMY  OF  THE  NORTH.” 

GEN.  Kearny’s  campaign. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  tlie  23d  ull.  fur- 
nishes the  following: 

San  Diego,  Upper  California,  Jan.  19  1847 

You  will  learn  by  the  despatches  with  which  tliis 
will  go  to  Washington  that  we  have  met  with  ra- 
ther a difl'erent  reception  in  California  from  what  we 
anticipated  when  1 wrote  you  last  from  the  Rio  del 
Norte. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Gila  we 
intercepted  a parly  of  Californians  who  were  on  their 
way  to  Sonora,  and  got  from  them  the  first  intelli- 
gence that  a counter  revolution  had  taken  place  in 
California;  that  General  Flores,  with  seven  hundred 
men,  had  driven  out  the  Americans  from  the  Pueblo 
de  lo8  Angeles,  and  weie  in  possession  of  that  place; 
and  that  San  Diego  had  been  taken  by  Com.  Stock- 
ton,  though  the  roads  leading  fioin  it  were  stroingly 
guarded  by  the  ene...y,  so  that  we  would  find  it  im- 
possible to  get  in  witliout  a collision.  These  people 
were  peaceable  families,  who  were  moving  with  their 
cattle,  &c.  into  Sonora,  to  gel  away  from  the  scene 
of  trouble  in  California. 

We  arrived  at  Warner’s  rancho,  tiie  first  settle- 
ment, on  the  2d  December,  and  hero  our  little  com- 
mand presented  a most  pitiable  condition.  The  men, 
most  of  whom  had  to  walk  the  last  five  hundred 
miles,  were  nearly  broken  down  with  fatigue,  and 
exhausted  from  an  insufficiency  of  food.  Oar  ani- 
mals had  just  crossed  the  dreadlul  “Homado,”  a de- 
sert of  ninety  miles,  without  water  or  grass,  and  the 
few  H ho  siirv  ived  were  scarcely  able  to  support  their 
packs.  We  received  here  further  intelligence  of  the 
stale  of  afl'airs  in  California;  all  confirming  what 
was  told  us  on  the  Colorado.  We  further  learned 
that  Andros  Pico,  an  active  leader  In  the  revolution, 
had  one  hundred  and  twenty  well  mounted  men  in 


the  neighborhood,  stationed  in  th.e  vicinity  of  the 
roads  leadins  into  San  Diego;  so  that,  an  encounter 
with  this  seeming  inevil  ihle,  it  was  determined  by 
Gen.  Kearny  to  attack  him. 

Marching  further  on,  we  aseertained,  on  the  night 
of  the  5th  December,  that  this  party  was  etu  amped 
ten  miles  beyond  us,  at  the  Imlian  village  of  San 
Pasciial,  which  was  on  our  road  to  San  Diego.  On 
Ihe  morning  the  6lh,  the  enemy,  having  heard  of  our 
approach,  were  drawn  up  at  this  place,  and  as  oar 
party  advanced  and  charged  nri  them,  lliey  fired  and 
relreated  about  half  a mile,  then  rallving  suddenly, 
they  fought  w ith  their  lances,  surrounding  the  fore- 
most of  our  men  who  were  pursuing  them,  and  did 
deadly  work.  After  a desperate  and  hand-to-hand 
fight,  they  were  fairly  driven  from  the  field.  Our 
loss  in  this  action  was  very  severe.  Three  officers, 
Captains  Johnson  and  Moore  and  Lieut.  Hammond, 
and  sixteen  men  were  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded, 
including  General  Kearny  and  seven  officers.  The 
loss  on  their  side  is  not  known  with  any  certainly, 
though  1 have  no  doubt  was  much  less  than  our  ovvn. 
Our  men  fought  at  a great  disadvantage,  being  poor- 
ly mn-.r.t-<i  —.  4«.vx.n  mules,  while  llie  enemy, 

h niiig  superb  horses,  and  being  the  most  skillful 
horsemen  in  the  world,  made  deadly  charges  with  the 
lance.  It  was  with  Ihis'weapon  that  all  of  our  side 
were  wounded,  with  one  exception;  Capt.  Johnson 
was  shot  through  the  head. 

Gen.  Kearny  exposed  himself  very  much  in  this 
action.  He  was  wounded  severely  with  a lance, 
and  would  no  doubt  have  been  killed  but  for  the 
timely  aid  of  Lieutenant  Emory,  of  the  topogra- 
phical party,  who  gallantly  rode  up  to  the  rescue, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  sliooling  with  his  pistol 
the  man  who  was  about  to  make  another  deadly 
thrust  at  him. 

The  mournful  duty  of  bury  ing  the  dead  and  the 
attention  required  to  the  wounded  caused  such  a de- 
lay that  otir  march  was  not  resumed  from  the  battle 
ground  until  Ihe  next  day.  As  we  were  then  much 
encumbered  with  the  packs  and  the  wounded  men, 
who  were  carried  along  with  much  difficulty,  oitr 
progress  was  very  slow;  and  as  the  enemy  were  evi- 
dently watching  our  movements  closely  from  the 
hills  around  us,  where  we  would  occasionally  see  a 
few  of  them,  and  were  no  doubt  waiting  for  a good 
opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  our  crippled  con- 
dition, we  had  to  advance  with  extreme  caution. — 
While  moving  slowly  along,  after  having  made  but 
nine  miles,  the  enemy  suddenly  appeared,  charging 
towards  us  at  a furious  pace  from  the  rear.  We 
immediately  drew  up  to  receive  them,  when  they  as 
suddenly  wheeled  off' and  made  for  a rocky  bilinear 
by,  with  the  intention  of  firing  down  into  us.  Ge- 
neral Kearny  seeing  this  movement  determined  to 
take  the  hill;  and,  allhsugh  some  forty  or  fifty  of  the 
enemy  had  got  up  among  the  rocks  and  commenced 
a fire  upon  us,  they  fled  before  a dozen  of  our  fore- 
most men.  We  took  the  field  a second  lime,  and, 
as  it  was  getting  late  in  the  day,  encamped  on  the 
spot.  This  v\'as  an  exciting  skirmish,  in  which  none 
of  our  party  was  wounded,  though  the  bullets  flew 
thick  and  fast.  The  enemy  had  one  or  two  wounded 
and  lost  several  horses. 

It  was  now  evident  that  Pico  intended  to  harass  us, 
by  making  an  attack  in  every  pass  that  afforded  them 
an  advantage — they  were  enabled  by  their  supsri  ir 
horses  to  occupy  them  before  we  could  get  up;  and, 
as  our  wounded  men  were  suffering  severely  and  re 
qiiired  rest,  and  this  position  was  a strong  one.  Ge- 
neral Kearny  determined  to  hold  it  until  he  should 
receive  a reinforcement  from  Commodore  Stockton, 
to  whom  an  express  h.ad  been  sent  by  a trusty  In- 
dian. We  remained  here  four  days  and  were  close- 
ly surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  had  received  an 
addition  to  their  forces,  and  now  numbered  over  two 
hundred  men,  that  we  could  procure  no  provisions, 
and  had  to  subsist  entirely  on  mule  flesh.  Seventy- 
five  marines  and  one  hundred  seamen,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Zeilin,  of  the  marine  corps,  came 
from  the  ships  Congress  and  Portsmoalh  to  our  as- 
sistance; and  with  tliis  efficient  force  we  marched 
into  San  Diego  without  molestation.  Tlie  distance 
was  thirty  miles,  wjiich  we  made  in  two  days' easy 
march. 

We  arrived  at  San  Diego  on  the  12th  December. 
Having  ascertained  that  General  Flores,  was  at  the 
Pueblo  de  los  Angeles  with  seven  hundred  men,  and 
prepared  to  make  a strong  defence.  General  Kearny 
and  Commodore  Stockton  immediately  commenced 
to  organize  a force  to  march  on  that  place  and  re- 
take it.  Six  hundred  men,  composed  of  seamen 
and  marines  from  the  Congress,  Cyane,  and  Porls- 
moulli,  Captain  Gillespie's  oouipany  of  California 
volunteers,  and  the  remnant  o(  the  United  States 
dragoons,  were  raised,  together  v/ith  six  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  whole  of  this  force  was  put  under 
command  of  General  Kearny.  The  companies  of 
sailers  and  marines  were  commanded  by  the  a ii  le  is 


of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  attached  to  the  squa- 
dron, who  have  throughout  tliis  California  war  been 
doiim  active  land  service.  I'he  dragoons  were  un- 
der Captain  Turner  and  Lieutenant  David <on,  now 
the  only  surviving  officer  of  Ihe  regiment  who  came 
ihroiigh  with  Gen.  Kearny.  Lieut.  Emory,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  who  has  throughout  render- 
ed most  efficient  military  service,  was  made  adjutant 
;encral  to  the  army. 

This  little  army  look  up  the  line  of  march  from 
San  Diego  for  the  Pueblo  on  Ihe  28th  December.— 
We  had  received  no  authentic  intelligence  of  their 
movements  since  that  time  until  thearrival  of  Lieut. 
Gray,  who  arrived  on  yesterday  with  five  men,  and' 
who  will  sail  from  here  in  a few  hours  in  the  prize 
brig  Malakadelhe  for  Panama,  with  despatches  from 
Gen.  Kearny  and  Commodore  Stockton  for  Wash- 
ington. 

Vde  learn  from  Mr.  Gray  that  General  Kearny 
had  two  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  on  the  8th  and 
9th,  fairly  routing  them  both  times,  and  had  after- 
wards marched  triumphantly  into  Pueblo.  Fremont, 
who  was  advancing  on  the  same  point  with  four  hun- 

Monterey,  had  made  a treaty  with 
Andros  t ICO,  in  K^’nicn  IIIC  (•!  S^onditivna  were 

that  they  should  lay  down  their  arms  and  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  is  hoped  now  that 
the  war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a close. 

Our  latest  dates  from  Santa  Fe,  are  to  the  3d  of 
March,  when  things  appeared  somewhat  quieted. 

Nothing  yet  from  Colonel  Doniphan’s  command 
except  what  we  gave  last  week  from  the  city  ofMes- 
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Headquarters,  Cuidad  de  los  Angelos, 

Q T u ,v  U . n,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  has 
pleased  God  to  crown  our  poor  efforts,  to  pul  down 
the  rebellion,  and  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  our  arms 
with  the  most  complete  success.  The  insurzents 
determined,  wilh  their  whole  force,  to  meet  us  on 
our  march  from  San  Diego  to  this  place,  and  to  de- 
cide the  fate  of  the  territory  by  a general  battle 

Having  made  the  best  preparation  I could  in’ the 

lace  of  a boasting  and  vigilant  enemy,  we  iWt  San 
Diego  on  Ihe  29lh  day  of  December,  (that  portion 
of  the  insurgent  army  who  had  been  watchine  and 
annoying  us,  having  left  toj  in  the  main  body  ) with 
about  SIX  hundred  fighting  me,,,  composed  of  detach- 
ments from  the  ships  Congress,  Savannah  Ports 
mouth,  and  Cyane,  aided  by  General  Kearn’y  with 
a detachment  ol  ssxty  men  on  foot,  from  the  reei- 
ment  of  United  States  dragoons,  and  by  Capt  Gil 
lispie,  wilh  sixty  mounted  riflemen.  ^ 

We  marched  nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
in  ten  dajs,  and  found  the  rebels  on  the  8lh  day  of 
January  m a strong  position,  on  the  fiigh  bank  of  the 
‘•Rio  San  Gabriel,”  wilh  six  hundred  mounted  men 
and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  prepared  to  dispute  our 
passage  across  the  river. 

We  waded  through  the  water  dragging  our  euna 
after  us  against  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy  with- 
out  exchanging  a shot  until  we  reached  the  opposite 
shore;  w hen  the  fight  became  general,  and  our  troops 
having  icpellcd  a charge  of  the  enemy,  charged  ud 

the  hank  m a most  gallant  manner,  and  gained  a com- 
plete victory  over  the  insurgent  army. 

The  next  day,  on  our  inarch  across  the  plains  of 
the  “Mesa”  to  this  place,  the  insurgents  made  ano- 
ther desperate  eflort  to  save  Ihe  capital  and  their 
own  necks:  they  were  concealed  with  their  artillery 
in  a ravine  until  we  came  within  gun  shot,  when 
they  opened  a brisk  fire  from  their  field  pieces  on 
our  right  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  charged  both 
on  our  front  and  rear.  We  soon  silenced  their  cuns 
and  repelled  the  charge,  when  they  fled,  and  per- 
mitted us  the  next  morning  to  march  into  town  with- 
out  any  further  opposition. 

VVe  have  reicued  the  country  from  the  hands  of 
Ihe  insurgents,  but  I tear  tliat  the  absence  of  Col 
Fremont’s  battalion  of  mounted  riflemen  will  enable 
most  of  liie  Mexican  officers,  who  have  broken  their 
parole  to  escape  to  Sonora. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  does  not  exceed  twenty,  whilst  we  are  in- 
(oriiied  that  tlie  enemy  has  lost  between  seventvand 
eighty.  ' “ 

This  despatch  must  go  immediately,  and  I will 
wait  another  opportunity  to  furnish  you  with  the 
details  of  these  Uvo  battles,  and  the  gallant  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  wilh 
their  names.  ’ 

Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  1' . S 1 OCKTON,  Commodore,  &c. 

To  the  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  secretary  of  the  navv 
Washington,  D.  C.  • ’ 
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p.  g, Enclosed  1 have  the  honor  to  send  to  you 

a translation  of  the  letter  handed  to  me  by  the  com- 
missioners mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  des- 
patch, sent  by  Jose  Ma.  Flores,  to  negotiate  a peace 
honorable  to  both  nations.  The  verbal  answer,  stated 
in  another  page  of  this  letter,  was  sent  to  this  re- 
nowned general  and  commander  in  chief.  He  had 
violated  his  honor,  and  I would  not  treat  with  him 
nor  write  to  him. 

Headquarters,  Ciudad  de  los  .dngelos, 

January  \5tli,  1847. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  11th,  I have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Fremont  at  this  place,  with  four  hundred  men— that 
some  of  the  insurgents  have  made  their  escape  to 
Sonora,  and  that  the  rest  have  surrendered  to  our 
arms. 

Immediately  after  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9th, 
they  began  to  disperse:  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
Ibeir  leader  Jose  Ma.  Flores  made  his  escape,  and 
that  the  others  have  been  pardoned  by  a capitulation 
agreed  upon  by  Lieut.  Col.  Fremont. 

Jose  Ma.  Flores,  the  comman.ior  of  iho  ir„-ui-goni ; 
forces,  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  3th,  sent 
two  commissioners  with  a flag  of  truce  to  my  camp, 
to  make  “n  trenh/  o/ peace.”  I informed  the  com- 
missioners that  I could  not  recognise  Jose  Ma,  Flo- 
res, who  had  broken  his  parole,  as  an  honorable 
man,  or  as  one  having  any  rightful  authority,  or  : 
worthy  to  be  treated  with — that  he  was  as  a rebel  | 
in  arms,  and  if  I caught  him  I would  have  him  shot.  ! 
it  sc-enis  that  not  being  able  to  negotiate  with  me,  I 
and  having  lost  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9ih,  they  i 
met  Col.  Fremont  on  the  12th  iiist..  on  his  way  here, 
who,  not  knowing  what  had  occurred,  he  entered 
into  the  capitulation  with  them,  which  1 now  send  to 
you;  and,  although  I refused  to  do  it  myself,  still  1 
have  thought  it  best  to  approve  it. 

The  territory  of  California  is  again  tranquil,  and 
the  civil  government  formed  by  me  is  again  in  ope- 
ration in  the  places  where  it  was  interrupted  by  the 
insurgents. 

Colonel  Fremeni  has  five  hundred  men  in  his  bat- 
talion which  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  territory;  and  1 will  immediately  with- 
draw my  sailors  and  marines,  and  sail  as  soon  as 
possible  for  the  coast  of  Mexico,  where  1 hope  they 
will  give  a good  account  of  themselves. 

Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  STOCKTON,  Commodore,  &c.  i 
To  the  Hon,  George  Bancroft,  secretary  of  the  navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


To  all  io  whom  these  presents  come,  g filing: 

Know  ye  that,  in  con^^  ,pi--;  cv  ul  propositions  of 
peace  or  cessation  of  *,eing  submitted  to 

me  as  commandant  of  ti.  .a'licii.'ia  battalion  of 
United  Slates  forces,  wl.  tn  na;.  so  far  been  acceded 
lo  by  me,  as  to  ap;  cu  ,i  a tkiard  ol  commission- 
ers to  confer  with  a .»«mi!i,f  board  appointed  by 
thb  Californians,  orv!  it  ;cquiiiiig  a IrUe  time  to 
close  the  negu  rxti  .fs,  it  is  agreed  iipor  -,f,d  ordered 
by  me,  tlial  ar  CLiire  cessation  ol  ■ -.stilities  shall 
take  place  until  to  ruorrow  aflernooi.  January  13lh) 
and  Out  t-ic  said  Californians  be  ii.-.itted  lo  bring 
in  t leir  wounded  to  the  missi'  ri  li  Sau  I'emandez, 
where  also,  il  they  choose  l.  ,y  can  remove  their 
tamp,  to  facilitate  said  rie:;t:;8t.'ons. 

Given  under  my  hand  a.  a seal,  this  12lh  day  ol 
January,  1847. 

J.  C I KLMO-NT, 

Li®ut.  Col.  U.  S.  army,  and  militaiy  commandant  i.l 
California. 


Articles  of  capitulation  made  and  entered  into  at 
the  Branch  ol  Cowan^a,  thirteenth  day  of  January, 
anno  Domini  eighteen  liundred  and  lorty-seven,  be- 
tween P.  B.  Reading,  major,  Louis  McLaiie,  ji., 
commanding  artillery,  Win.  Ii  Russell,  ordnance 
officer,  commissioners  appointed  by  J.  C.  Fremont, 
1 eut.  Col.  United  States  aimy,  and  military  com- 
i.iO.,  iai.t  ol  Ibe  lerriloiy  of  Calilornia,  and  Jose  An- 
t-iiHO -an  illo,  commandant  esquadron,  Augustin  Ol- 
\uu,  in'i'U'iinii.,  tomir.isEioneis  appointed  by  Don 
.Andres  Ibco.  ciM.ii  ai.dtr  in  chiel  of  the  Caliiornian 
loires  iii.dei  Ibe  :Vie\icari  (lag. 

Articles  1.  ’I  he  eoiiimissioncrs  on  the  part  of  the 
('alifnrnians  agree  mat  itieir  -nUn  b>i ce  shall,  on 
presentation  ol  themselves  to  l.ieut.  Fremont, 

ileiiver  ni'  their  aitillery  and  publie  arms,  and  that 
iney  shall  reU.ni  peaceably  to  tlieir  hemes,  conform, 
ing  to  the  lav,  a and  regulations  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  not  again  take  up  amis  unriiig  ine  war  between 
the  United  Slates  and  -Mexico,  hiu  vvilt  assist  and  aid 
in  placing  the  country  in  a slate  ol  j eace  and  Iran 
quility. 

Article  2.  The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Lieiu. 
Col  Fren  o'  t ostpp  rnd  hind  fh-  mselves  on  the  ful- 


filment of  the  1st  article  by  the  Californians,  that 
(hey  shall  be  guaranteed  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty whether  on  parole  or  otherwise. 

Article  3.  That  until  a treaty  of  peace  be  made 
and  signed  between  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  no  Californian  or 
other  .Mexican  citizen  shall  be  bound  lo  lake  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

Article  4.  Tliat  any  Californian  or  other  citizen 
of  Mexico  desiring,  is  permitted  by  this  capitu- 
lation to  leave  the  country  without  let  or  hind 
ranee. 

Article  5.  That  in  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  arti- 
cles, equal  rights  and  privileges  are  vouchsafed  to 
every  citizen  of  California  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  of  North  America. 

Article  6.  All  officers,  citizens,  foreigners,  or 
others,  shall  receive  the  protection  guarantied  by  the 
2d  article. 

Article  7.  This  capitulation  is  intended  to  be  no 
bar  in  elfecting  such  arrangements  as  may  in  future 
be  in  justice  required  by  both  parties. 

P.  B.  READING. 

Major  California  Battalion. 

WM.  H.  RUSSELL, 

Ord.  officer  of  Calilornia  Bat. 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Jr., 

Commd'g  Art.,  California  Bat. 

JOSE  ANTO  CARRILLO, 
Cominandante  de  Escuadron. 

AGUSTINE  OLVERA, 

Deputado. 

Approved:  J.  C.  FREMONT, 

Ll.  Col.  U S.  A.  and  Mil.  Com.  of  California. 
Aprobado:  ANDRES  PICO, 

Com.  de  Escuadron  en  gefe  de  las  fuerzas  nacionales 
en  California. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

That  the  paroles  of  all  officers,  citizens,  and  others 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  naturalized  citizens  of 
Mexico,  are  by  this  foregoing  capitulation  cancelled, 
and  every  condition  of  said  paroles  from  and  after 
this  date  are  of  no  farther  force  and  effect,  and  all 
prisoners  of  both  parties  are  hereby  released. 

Ciudad  de  los  Angelos,  Jan.  16,  1847. 

P.  B.  READING, 

Major  California  Battalior., 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Jr., 

Commd’g  Art.  California  Bat. 

WM.  n.  RUSSELL, 

Ord.  officer  of  California  Bat. 

JOSE  ANTO.  CARRILI.O, 
Cominandante  de  Escuadron. 

AGUSTINE  OLVERA, 

Deputado. 

Approved:  J.  C.  FRE.MONT, 

Ll.  Col.  U.  S.  A.,  and  Mil.  Com.  of  California. 
Aprobado:  ANDRES  PICO, 

Com.  de  Escuadron  en  gefe  de  las  fuerzas  nacionales 
en  Californias. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Headquarters,  Ciudad  de  los  Angelas, 

January  11,  1847. 

The  commander  in  chief  congratulates  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  soutliern  division  of  the  U.  States 
forces  in  California  on  the  brilliant  victories  obtain- 
ed by  them  over  the  enemy  on  the  8ih  and  9th  in- 
stant, and  on  once  more  taking  possession  of  the 
“Ciudad  de  los  Angelos.” 

He  takes  the  earliest  inomenl  to  commend  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct,  both  in  the  battle  fought 
on  the  8ih  instant  on  the  banks  of  the  “Rio  San  Ga- 
bi  iei,”  and  on  the  9th  instant  on  the  plains  of  the 
“Mes.a.” 

The  steady  courage  of  the  troops  in  forcing  their 
passage  across  the  “Rio  San  Gabriel,”  where  offi- 
ceis  and  men  were  alike  employed  in  dragging  the 
guns  till ough  the  water  against  the  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy  without  exchanging  a shot,  and  their  gal- 
iaiit  charge  up  the  banks  against  the  enemy’s  caval- 
ly,  has  peihaps  never  been  surpassed;  and  the  cool 
detei  minatioii  with  which,  in  the  battle  of  the  9th, 
itiey  rtpuised  the  charge  of  cavalry  made  by  the 
eiie.piy  at  the  same  time  on  their  front  and  rear,  has 
extorted  llie  adnuration  of  the  enemy,  and  deserves 
the  best  ihoiiks  of  their  countrymen. 

R.  F.  STOCKTON, 

Governor  and  lommander  in  chiej~  of  the  territory  of 
California. 

! _ _ [translatio.v,] 

Civil  and  military  gevernntent  oj  ;Uc  department  of  Ca- 
lifornia. 

The  undersigned,  governor  and  commandant  ge- 
neral ol  iht:  dej  oitnienl  and  commander  in  chief  ol 
tile  naiiuiial  troops,  has  the  honor  to  addnss  iiim 
self  to  '.lie  ten  inaiider  in  chief  of  the  naval  and 
land  forcts  ol  ihe  L'niled  States  of  North  Arrierica, 
tj  say  that  he  l.as  been  iiilorriied  by  persons  worth) 


of  credit,  that  it  is  probable  at  this  time  the  ditfe 
rences  which  have  altered  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship between  the  Mexican  republic  and  that  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America  have  ceased,  and 
that  you  looked  for  the  news  of  the  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  governments  by  the  schooner  Shark, 
expected  every  moment  oo  this  coast. 

A number  ol  days  have  elapsed  since  the  under- 
signed was  invited  by  several  foreign  gentlemen  set- 
tled in  Ihe  country  lo  enter  into  a communieation 
with  you,  they  acting  as  mediators,  to  obtain  an 
honorable  adjustment  for  both  forces,  inconsequence 
of  the  evils  which  all  feel  are  caused  by  the  unjust 
war  you  wage;  but  the  duly  of  the  undersigned  pro- 
hibited him  from  doing  so,  and  if  to-day  he  steps 
beyond  the  limits  marked  out  by  it,  it  is  with  confi- 
dence inspired  by  the  hope  there  exists  a definitive 
arrangement  between  the  two  nations;  for  the  un- 
dersigned being  animated  with  the  strongest  wishes 
for  the  return  of  peace,  il  would  be  most  painful  lo 
him  not  to  have  taken  the  means  lo  avoid  the  useless 
effusion  of  human  blood  and  its  terrible  consequences, 

during  when  Ihp.  gpnorol  poaoo  might  baro 

been  secured. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  with  this  hope, 
and  for  that  reason  has  thought  it  opportune  to  di- 
rect to  you  this  note,  which  will  be  placed  in  your 
hands  by  Messrs.  Julian  Workman  and  Charles 
Fluge,  w ho  have  voluntarily  offered  themselves  lo 
act  as  mediators.  But  if,  unfortunately,  the  men- 
tioned news  should  prove  untrue,  and  you  should 
not  be  disposed  to  grant  a truce  to  the  evils  under 
which  this  unfortunate  country  suffers,  of  which 
you  alone  are  the  cause,  may  the  terrible  conse- 
quences of  your  want  of  consideration  fall  on  your 
head.  The  citizens,  all  of  whom  compose  the  na- 
tional forces  of  this  depariraent,  are  decided  firmly 
to  bury  themselves  under  the  ruins  of  their  country 
combating  to  the  last  moment  before  consenting  to 
the  tyranny  and  ominous  discretionary  power  of  the 
agents  of  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  of 
North  America. 

This  is  no  problem;  different  deeds  of  arms  prove 
that  they  know  how  to  defend  their  rights  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

The  undersigned  still  confides  you  will  give  a sa- 
tisfactory solution  to  this  affair,  and  in  the  mean  lime 
has  the  honor  of  offering  to  you  the  assurance  of  his 
consideration  and  private  esteem. 

God  and  liberty!  headquarters  at  the  Angeles, 
January  1,  1847. 

JOSE  MA.  FLORES. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MONTEREY,  (PACIFIc)  CALI- 
FORNIAN. 

The  Press. — We  have  received  the  first  t«o 
numbers  of  a new  paper,  just  commenced  at  Yerba 
Buena,  ll  is  issued  upon  a small  but  very  neat  sheet, 
at  six  dollars  per  annum.  It  is  published  and  owned 
by  S.  Brannan,  the  leader  of  the  Mormons,  who  was 
brought  up  by  Joe  Smith  himself,  and  is  consequent- 
ly well  qualified  to  unfold  and  impress  the  tenets  of 
his  sect. 

December  12— The  United  Stales  ship  Cyane,  Cap- 
tain S.  F.  Dupont,  arrived  at  San  Francisco,  Mon- 
day week.  Since  the  occupation  of  San  Diego  in 
July  last,  she  has  been  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  and 
captured  14  prizes;  she  burnt  or  destroyed  one  brig 
and  two  Mexican  gunboats,  the  three  last  in  her  at- 
tacks on  Guaymas,  and  shipped  between  30  and  40 
guns  at  San  Bias. 

January  23— On  Thursday,  December  13,  1846, 
the  launch  belonging  lo  the  United  Slates  sloop  of 
war  W arren  left  Yerha  Buena,  on  the  San  Francisco, 
for  Fort  Sacramento,  (Sutter’s,)  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  with  the  commandant  ol  the  fort, 
Capl.  E.  M.  Kern. 

She  was  put  in  charge  of  Passed  Midshipman 
Wm,  H.  Montgomery,  acting  master  of  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Warren,  with  Midshipman  Dan- 
iel O.  Hugennin,  of  the  United  Slates  sloop  Ports- 
mouth, as  pilot,  and  E.  M.  Montgomery,  clerk  to 

commander,  Montgomery,  and  a crew  of  nine 

men.  George  Rodman,  seamen,  coxswain;  Anthony 
Sylvester,  Alexander  McDonald,  Samuel  Turner, 
Samuel  Lane,  Milton  Ladd,  John  W.  Dawd,  Gilman 
Hilton,  Lawson  Lee. 

After  being  absent  seventeen  days,  fears  were  en- 
tertained for  her  safely,  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Ridley,  was 
sent  in  search  of  her,  with  the  launch  “Paul  Jones,” 
with  four  men  from  the  Warren.  Mr.  Ridley  re- 
turned after  an  absence  of  nineteen  days,  having 
cruised  up  the  San  Joaquin  and  ihe  Sacramento.— 
Nothing  was  heard  from  them,  and  the  conclusion  is 
that  the  launch  was  lost  in  the  bay. 

Arrival  of  the  Independence — Thi  noble  ship,  bear- 
ing the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  Shubrick, 
came  to  anchor  m our  harbor  on  Friday  evening  last. 
She  sailed  from  Boston  mi  the  20ih  August,  Com- 
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moiiore  ShuhricTt.  ir>  virtue  of  his  ranW,  takes  cd  11- 
man  I of  all  the  naval  ami  lanH  forees  here.  lie  will, 
we  learn,  make  a viaormis  efrorl  to  establish  at  once 
a civil  eovermne'it  in  Oilifnraia. 

“ I'he  Californi  in  Exira,”  of  the  23ih  of  January, 
is  principally  o cnpied  with  the  Jet  iiU  of  the  hat- 
ties  in  the  virinitv  of  'S  m Gabriel”  an  I at  ‘ ,\Iesa ,” 
on  the  8ih  an'l  9ih  of  January,  wliich  led  to  the  re- 
capture of  the  rity  of  An 'elus.  The  following  is  their 
annuncial ion  of  itie  victory: 

.Veins  f>'oni  the  seal  of  tear — We  liave  received  by 
special  messeni^er  the  result  of  the  en 'igement  near 
the  Puehio  (le  los  Angelos,  between  the  American 
forces  under  couimand  of  C iinmodore  Stockton,  and 
the  Californians,  convnanded  by  General  Flores. — 
We  consider  the  war  in  California  at  an  end.  It 
will  be  the  first  effort  of  C.unniodore  Shiibrick,  now 
commander  in  chief,  to  establish  a civil  government, 
a duty  for  which  he  is  eminently  qualified.  Commo 
dore  Stockton  performed  a brilliant  achievement  in 
his  march  from  San  Diego  to  the  Puehio  de  los  An- 
gelos, and  in  his  signal  success  over  a resolute  ene- 
my. 

We.  also  copy  the  following  paragraphs  from  the 
Californian: 

The  prospect- — We  <lo  not  apprehend  another  out 
break  m California.  The  Iasi  is  a lesson  that  will 
not  be  soon  forgotten  It  was  started  by  a few  rest- 
less spirits,  and  Uiroiigh  adventurers  raliiad  itself  up 
into  quite  a formidable  mass.  But  it  is  all  over  now, 
and  tiiose  engaged  in  it  are  returning  to  their  homes. 
No  violent  measures  have  been  taken  with  them. — 
They  have  had  their  frolic  and  fight,  and  that  seems 
pretty  much  all  ttuy  wanted. 

The  friends  of  order  and  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  soil  are  in  favor  of  our  flag.  They  do  not  wish 
to  go  back  to  Mexico.  They  desire  to  see  C difor- 
nia  a territory  of  the  United  Slates,  and  at  length  a 
niemtier  of  the  glorious  confederacy.  We  can  as- 
sure our  friends  at  home  and  our  government  at 
Washington  that  if  they  wish  to  haul  dow-n  our 
flag  here  it  wont  stay  hauled  down.  It  will  go  up 
again  in  twenty-four  hours;  as  it  waives  now  it  will 
continue  to  wave  when  they  who  read  this  are  in 
their  graves. 

Politicians  and  diplomatic  functionaries  may  dis- 
pose of  California  on  paper  as  they  please.  'Phey 
may  surrender  her  to  Mexico,  but  she  will  not  be 
surrendered.  She  holds  tierdesliny  in  her  own  hands, 
and  goes  with  her  whole  heart  for  union  with  the 
United  States.  A few  who  have  lost  olfice  by  a 
change  of  flag  may,  as  they  have  dune,  oppose  it, 
but  they  will  be  overpowered  by  the  mass  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  soil.  We  have  all  the  in- 
telligence, industry,  and  enterprise  of  California 
with  us 

Departure  of  the  Dale — The  United  States  sloop  of 
war  Dale  leaves  to  day  for  Panama,  where  she  will 
land  her  commander,  W.  W.  McKean,  E-q.,  whose 
health  compels  his  return  home.  We  part  with 
him  with  no  little  reluctance.  Still  we  know  it  is 
his  duty  to  return.  It  is  apparently  the  only  means 
of  saving  his  life,  and  even  this  may  fail. 

The  United  States  ship  Lexington,  Theodore  Bai- 
ley, commander,  with  the  United  States  troops,  ar- 
rived at  Monterey  on  the  28ih  January. 


LETTER  FRO.VI  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Picayune,  April  14. 

We  have  been  placed  111  pnssesMmi  of  a private  letter, 
addressed  to  General  E.  G.  W.  Butler,  ol  the  parish  ol 
Iberville,  by  Gen.  I aylor,  which  will  be  read  with  the 
greatest  avidity.  Wiiatever  relates  to  the  baiile  td  Bue- 
na Vista,  of  an  autheniic  characier,  must  possess  an 
ubsoi bill!' interest,  li  will  he  at  once  seen  that  the  let 
ter  was  not  iineuded  for  the  pre.-'s;  but  we  make  no  apo- 
logy (or  publi.-hiiig  such  pmtioiisof  il  as  are  of  public 
concern.  I'he  distinguished  gentleman  to  whom  it  «as 
addressed  has  been  moved  by  a desire  to  coiiiribute  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  pulilie  upon  an  engrossing  subject, 
to  snbniit  this  letter  lor  our  use.  We  do  not  admit  that 
there  would  he  any  impropriety  in  this  under  any  cir- 
cumstances; but  at  the  present  moment,  and  at  a time 
when  every  unauthorized  use  is  soiighl  to  be  made  of 
Gen.  I'aylor’s  naiiie,  we  think  tlie  piiblleaiion  apnropri- 
ate,  and.  indeed,  necessary  lo  the  right  understanding  of 
bis  great  ciiaracier. 

Headquarters  at  Agua  Nueva, 
Army  of  Occupation,  Mexico,  Alarch,  4, 

Mr  DEAR  GENER.AL:  Your  Very  acceptable  and  inter 
esting  ieiier  oi  the  15ih  November  last  reached  me  on 
the  2Jth  ol  December,  while  on  ihe  march  from  Mon- 
terey to  Tampico;  but  the  nature  of  mv  duties  since 
then  (being  most  of  the  time  in  the  saddle,)  in  addition 
to  other  mailers,  has  prevented  me  from  replying  to  it 
until  the  present  moment.  Be  assured,  niy  dear  sir,  I 
have  noi  since  then  lost  aighi  of  it  or  yourself;  and  I 
feel  iiighly  graiified  for  the  Haltering  manner  in  which 
you  have  noticed  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  marched  with  me  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
Monterey  and  compelled  ihat  place  to  surrender  after 
much  hard  hglUiiiig,  us  they  lully  mtrited  the  handsome 


piicomimns  on  liave  ilioiiglit  proper  to  bestow  on  them. 
F r this  you  have  my  sincere  ihanks. 

[The  general  then  alludes  lo  the  misrepresentations 
whieh  had  been  m nle  in  regard  to  Maj.  Gen.  Boiler  at 
Monterey.  Those  niisrepre.sen'aiious  hud  been  'he  sub 
ject  of  eonversaiion  hpiwee  i them,  a-id  left  no  feelin't 
like  (lisiriisi  or  imkimlness  towards  each  other  in  their 
breasts.  The  letter  then  goes  on:] 

I was  aware  of  the  report  ns  well  as  statements  in  a 
few  of  Ihe  public  journals  that  if  was  inleuded  hv  eer- 
laiii  individuals  to  bring  Gen.  Butler  (iirward  as  the 
suceessor  10  Mr.  Folk,  which  gave  me  no  cnuceru.  and 
would  not,  even  had  it  been  the  case,  which  T did  not 
ereilit  and  which  had  been  forgotten.  I doubt  if 
the  subject  would  have  again  crossed  mv  mind,  had  il 
not  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  you  or  some  one  else. 
1 h ive  never  heard  him  nr  nnv  of  his  friends  allude  to 
ibis  mntler.  He  (the  general,)  in  consequence  of  his 
wound  not  healing,  which  gave  him  so  much  pain  as  to 
render  him  unfit  for  duty,  left  a short  lime  since  by  ad- 
vice of  his  medical  atieiidant  for  New  Orleans,  where  I 
hope  he  has  arrived  in  safely,  and  where  I iriily  hope  he 
w II  very  soon  recover  so  as  10  be  able  to  take  the  field 

rtnct>  moro- 

I may  observe  lhat  I have  been  also  named  as  a can- 
didate for  tliat  high  office  by  a few  newspaper  editors 
and  olheis,  which  has  been  done  wiihout  my  know 
ledge,  wishes,  or  eonseni. 

This  I have  assured  all  who  have  written  to  me  on 
the  .subjeei;  a.ssiiring  them  I had  no  aspirations  for  that 
or  any  other  civil  office;  that  my  whole  energies,  mental 
and  physical,  were  and  had  been  absorbed  in  .such  away 
as  I tlioiight  best  cnlciilnleil  lo  bring  this  war  to  a spee- 
dy and  honorable  close,  belieying  il  was  for  the  interest 
of  both  countries  llie  sooner  it  was  done  the  better — at 
any  rate  sn  far  as  our.s  was  concerned;  and  lhat  presi- 
deiii-making  should  be  lost  sight  of  until  this  was  ac- 
complished. 

[Here  fillow-s  a brief  statement  of  events  from  the 
time  of  Gen.  Scoti’s  arrival  at  the  Brazos  till  Gen.  Tay- 
lor returned  from  Victoria  to  Monterey.  The  letter  then 
proceeds:] 

I retraced  my  steps  to  ATonterey,  where  I arrived  to 
wards  the  la'ter  part  of  the  month  [January,]  and  where 
I expi’cied  to  remain  some  time  to  recruit  myself  and 
honses;  hut  a few  days  after  my  arrival,  I received  infor- 
mation from  the  eominand  in  my  front  at  Saltillo.  (65 
miles  in  the  direction  of  Sail  Luis  Potosi  from  Monte- 
rey,) ih-al  the  command — betvveeii  4,000  and  5,000  strong 
— under  Gen.  Wool,  had  become  very  much  alarmed 
in  consequence  of  about  iOO  picked  men  and  horses, 
belonging  lo  the  Kentucky  and  Arkansas  regiments  of 
rnotiti'ed  men.  who  were  sent  out  to'wards  San  Luis  to 
gain  intelligence  respecting  the  enemy  and  lo  watch 
their  movements,  having  bi'en  taken,  after  being  sur- 
rounded in  the  night  and  all  made  prisoners  by  a large 
force  of  cavalry,  about  50  miles  iii  advance  of  .Saltillo. 
So  said  one  of  the  parly  In  making  his  escape  the  next 
night  and  getting  back  to  .Stilnllo;  also  that  the  M'  xiean 
army  was  advancing  in  great  nninbers  towards  Saltillo 
These  reports  induced  me  to  join  my  advance  immedi- 
ately. Leaving  Monterey  on  the  31st  of  J.inuary,  I 
reached  Saltillo  on  the  morniog  of  the  2d  February  with 
a small  reinforcement,  which  increased  my  foice  to 
5,000  when  I lost  no  time  in  moving  forward  and  es- 
talilishing  a cam')  at  this  place,  about  20  miles  in  ad- 
vance of  Saltillo  on  the  San  Luis  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  a system  of  insiriiclion,  as  well  as  to 
watch  I he  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  where  I ex- 
pected lo  fight  him  stiould  he  atiempt  to  move  on  Sahii- 
lo.  Here  I remained  until  the  21sl,  i xaniining  the  se- 
veral passes  through  ilie  mountains — at  which  lime  I 
ascertained  that  Gen.  Santa  Anna  was  advancing  and 
near  at  hand  with  an  overwhelming  force.  Not  exactly 
liking  my  position,  having  ascertained  that  he  could 
gain  my  rear  by  two  roads  on  my  right  and  one  on  my 
left,  and  1 ot  deeming  it  prudent  to  divide  my  Ftcbs,  and 
having  apprehensions  about  my  supplies  which  were  at 
Sabi  lo,  I determined  at  once  to  fall  back  towards  lhat 
place  about  tv'clve  miles,  and  occupy  a strong  posilion 
between  two  spurs  of  a mountain  uiih  a narrow  valley 
between  them,  where  at  one  point  the  road  is  so  narrow 
as  to  permit  ol  only  one  wagon  at  a lime,  with  deep  gul- 
lies running  up  lo  the  mountains,  washed  by  rains  so  as 
to  prevent  horses  or  carriages  from  passing  them  without 
great  difficulty.  Said  posiiioii  had  been  closely  exam- 
ined by  the  topographical  engineers  under  the  eye  of 
Gen.  Wool,  before  iny  arrival,  wlio  deemed  ii  admirably 
ada(iled  lo  resist  a large  with  a small  force,  as  well  as 
adapted  to  ihi'  descri|ilion  of  force  which  composed  our 
army.  We  ihert  fore  fi  ll  back  and  occupied  it  on  the 
evening  of  the  21si,  and  at  once  made  the  necessary 
preparaiinns  for  giving  battle. 

J'lie  next  titty  ihe  enemy  made  his  appearance  early 
in  ihe  day,  and  after  reconnoiiering  our  posilion  for 
som.  lime,  at  2 o’clock,  p.  in.  1 received,  by  a siiiff"  of 
ficer  with  a flag,  a coiiiinuiiicatioii  from  General  Santa 
Anna  requiring  me  to  surrender,  slating  that  in  the 
event  of  my  doing  so,  we  should  be  well  treated;  that  he 
had  surrounded  me  viiih  'iiore  than  20.000  men;  lhat  re- 
sistance was  out  of  the  question — and,  if  I attempted  it, 
my  enmmand  would  be  put  to  rout  and  must  be  de- 
stroyed. In  reply,  I staled  lhat  I could  not  comp'y  with 
his  tleinand,  and  he  was  at  liberty  lo  commence  opera 
lions  whenever  tie  was  inclined  to  do  so.  Soon  after 
this,  the  action  was  commenced  with  his  skirmishers  on 
our  left,  which  was  promptly  met  by  ours,  and  continued 
wiilioutinlermission  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  until  dark. 

In  the  morning  at  sunrise  he  renewed  the  contest  with 
ail  overwhelming  force — with  artillery,  infantry,  and 
dragoons— which  lasted  with  very  slight  intermissions 


ii  'til  dark.  A portion  of  the  time  the  contest  was  much 
ihi-  severest  I have  ever  witnessed,  narliciilarly  towards 
the  latter  nart  of  the  dav.  when  he  (Santa  Anna)  hrongh’ 
tin  his  reserve,  and  in  spi'e  nf  every  effort  on  nnr  par- 
'fer  the  greatest  exertions  J have  ever  witnessed  or 
bnili  sid'-s,  drove  IIS  hv  an  I'nmens"  siineriorilv  of  niim- 
Viers  for  soniP  flis'a'ioe.  Fortnna'elv,  at  the  most  eriii- 
eal  nrimen',  two  nieces  of  ar'iHcv  which  I had  ordered 
>m  to  simporl  lhat  nart  of  our  line  met  onr  exhausted  men 
relreaiinn',  "'hen  'hev  were  hroifht  into  hatterv  and 
opened  nn  the  enemv.  'hen  within  fifiv  vards  in  hot  our- 
siiit,  with  canister  an-l  grane,  wlveh  brought  him  to  a 
hall  and  snnn  cnmpelle  I him  to  fall  back.  In  this  irn- 
mend''us  enntest  vve  lost  three  pi»ces  nt  a’-tillerv,  nearly 
all  the  men  and  horses  having  been  killed  nr  cripple.), 
whieh  nut  it  niii  nf  nur  pinwr  tn  bring  them  off ; nor  did 
I deem  it  advisable  'o  attempt  lo  regain  them. 

The  enemy  made  his  principal  eff’orts  against  our 
flanks.  FTe  was  liandsnmelv  repulsed  in  every  alternpt 
,)n  onr  right,  hut  .succeeded  earlv  in  the  dav  in  gaining 
opr  left  in  con,spqpence  of  the  giving  way  of  one  of  the 
volunteer  regiments  which  cnnld  not  he  rallied  with  but 
few  excpptinns.  the  greater  portion  retiring  about  a mile 
to  a lors-e  rnnoho  or  farm  hotisp,  where  Our  wagonsand 
a portion  of  o:,r  stores  were  left.  These  were  soon  after 
attacked  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  who  were  repulsed  by 
some  loss. 

For  several  hniirs  the  fate  of  the  dav  was  extrernely 
dopliifnl,  so  much  =o  lhat  I was  urged  by  some  of  the 
most  experienced  officers  to  fall  back  and  lake  up  a new 
position-  7'hi.o  I knew  it  wniild  never  do  to  attempt  with 
voluiifi'crs,  and  nt  once  declined  it.  The  scene  now 
became  one  of  the  deepest  interest.  Between  the  seve- 
ral deen  ravines  there  were  portions  of  level  land  from 
one  lo  four  hundred  yards  in  extent,  which  became  al- 
ternaielv  points  nf  attack  and  defence,  after  onr  left  was 
turned,  by  hot):  sitles.  These  extended  along  and  near 
the  base  of  the  mountain  for  about  two  miles,  and  the 
struggle  for  them  may  be  very  appropriately  compared 
to  a game  of  chess.  Night  put  a stop  to  the  contest, 
and,  strange  tn  sav,  both  armies  occupied  the  same  po- 
siiims  they  did  in  the  morning  before  the  battle  com- 
menced. Onr  artillery  did  more  than  wonders.  Welay 
on  onr  arm.s  all  night,  as  we  had  done  the  two  previous 
ones,  wifhnul  fi>'ps.  there  being  no  wood  to  he  had,  and 
die  mercury  bein'. v freezing  point,  ready  and  expecting 
In  renew  the  cnn'psf  the  next  morning;  but  we  found  at 
davltght  the  enemy  fiad  retreated  during  the  night,  leav- 
ing liis  killed  and  many  of  his  wnunded  for  ns  to  bury  and 
fake  care  of — carrying  off  every  thing  el.»e,  and  faking 
nn  a pnsdinn  at  this  place.  VVe  did  not  think  it  - dvisa- 
ble  tn  pnr=iie.  not  knowing  whether  he  would  renew  the 
nitaek,  eonliniie  his  reireal,  nr  v i=hed  to  draw  us  from 
nur  strong  nositifin;  bti'  contented  ourselves  with  watch- 
ing his  movements  eloselv.  Finding,  on  the  26th,  he 
had  renewed  his  retreat,  earlv  in  the  mnrnin?  of  'he 
27ih  the  army  was  pot  in  (notion  for  this  place,  where 
we  arrived  ahoitf  ,t?  o’clock,  p.  m.— their  re  r guard,  enn- 
sisiing  of  ofivalrv.  leaving  as  onr  aifvanee  got  in  sight. 
T nt  once  determined  on  harrassing  his  rear;  but  on  ex- 
amining the  stale  of  ibe  men  and  horses,  I found  that 
five  days  and  nigliis  ninrehing.  incessant  watching,  and 
s'xicen  hours’  hard  fighting  tiad  so  exhausted  'he  first 
and  broken  dnwn  ihelatter.il  was  next  lo  impossible  lo 
accompl'sh  any  thin"  wi'hopt  rest.  We  remained  quiet 
here  nniil  'lie  2 ' inst.,  w he'i.I  nu'=hed  a eommand  on  the 
•San  Liiis  road  to  a large  planiaiion  called  Tnearnalion, 
where  we  found  helween  two  and  three  tiiindred  wound- 
ed in  the  most  wretched  condition,  besides  those  they 
carried  wit'i  them  and  left  here  on  the  fiehf.  Here  we 
tnnk  about  fen  prisoners,  the  main  par'  nf  their  army 
having  iiroepcd'd  on  in  'lie  direction  of  San  Luis  in  a 
very  disorganized  condition. 

On  the  22d  the  enemy  threw  in  onr  rear,  llirnugh  the 
passes  (,f  tfip  mniirtains,  2 TOO  eavnlrv,  and  earlv  in  the 
mornip"  of  the  nex'  dav.  23fl.  niade  demonstrnl'ons 
against  Saltillo  and  thronghont  the  day.  They  snceeed- 
ed  at  one  time  in  riniing  off  (he  commiinieation  be- 
lli pen  the  city  and  the  battle  grou'id,  and  making  seve- 
ral prisoners,  hir  were  driven  a"  av  hv  the  officer  enni- 
mandieg  in  the  eifv,  with  two  nieces  of  artil’ery.  cover- 
ed hv  about  sixty  men.  Thev,  liowever,  whil®  in  png- 
session  of  the  roatl  prevetiipf]  a good  many  Tom  rnn- 
riing  oft’  to  the  eitv.  to  which  plane  about  200  nf  our 
men  had  succeeded  in  getting  previously  tn  the  cavalry 
nceupying  the  road — they,  the  rnnawavs,  reporting  lhat 
nur  army  was  beaten  and  in  full  retreat. 

The  loss  on  hmh  sides  was  very  great,  as  vou  mav 
suppose — enough  so  nn  ours  to  cover  the  wh  'le  coun'ry 
with  mourning,  for  amnno  the  noblest  and  niirpsl  of  the 
land  have  fallen.  We  had  240  killed  and  500  wounded. 
The  enemy  soft'  red  in  still  greater  mimhers,  but  as  ihn 
dead  and  wounded  "re  scsi'erpd  all  over  the  ennntrv.it 
is  difficult  tn  ascpr'ain  their  mimber.  The  prisoners 

who  have  fallen  in'o  our  hands  (between  200  and  300 

enniigh  lo  exchange  for  all  who  have  been  taken  from 
ns.)  as  well  ns  some  medirnl  officers  Lfi  behind  to  fake 
care  of  the  wounded,  sav  their  killed  and  wounded  is 
no'  less  than  1,600,  and  they  say  perhaps  more. 

I hope  ih"  greater  nonion  of' the  good  people  of  the 
country  will  be  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done  on  this 
occasion.  I fiailer  mvs>  lf  that  our  compelling  a Mexican 
army  of  ninre  than  20,000  men,  completely  organized, 
and  fed  hv  their  eliief  magtsirnic,  to  reireal,  with  less 
than  500  regulars  anrl  aboii'  4 000  vnliinleers,  will  meet 
their  approval.  T had  not  a single  company  of  regular 
infantry;  the  wf  ole  was  taken  from  me. 

I was  truly  gratified  to  observe  that  the  chief  magis- 
trate nt  vour  state  had  conferred  on  vou  the  rank  nf  bri- 
gadier peneral  in  the  militia,  and  had  hoped  'ho  Fresideri 
of  the  U.  Stales  would  have  cal’pd  v.  >i  ip'o  r.  ...  - , 
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such  with  llie  new  regimeiils,  ami  hope  he  may  vet  do 
80,  as  I need  hardly  repeat  the  ph  asiire  it  would  give  me 
to  be  associated  with  you  in  carrying  on  this  war.  The 
road  to  the  ci  y of  Mexico  from  here  is  now  open,  and 
we  only  want  a few  thousand  of  good  regidars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  volunteers,  to  enable  us  to  reach  that  place- 
What  effect  our  late  battle  will  have  on  Santa  Anna  and 
the  Mexican  congress,  time  must  diUermine;  but  I sin- 
cerely hope  it  will  lead  to  peace.  One  thing  is  certain; 
their  ptincipal  army  has  become  demolished,  and  it  will 
be  very  difficult  for  them  to  raise  and  equip  ano  her. 

I regretted  to  hear  your  crop  of  sugar  was  a short  one, 
but  sincerely  hope,  as  the  failure  of  the  crop  was  gene- 
ral, that  the  high  prices  obtained  wtll  fully  tnake  up  for 
quantity. 

I much  fear  I have  spun  out  tltia  long,  and  to  you  un- 
interesting epistle,  beyond  your  patience  even  to  wade 
through  it;  but  I have  the  consolation  to  know  yoti  arc 
not  compelled  to  read  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it.  I will 
conclude  by  desiring  you  to  present  me  most  respect- 
fully to  your  excellent  lady,  as  well  as  to  my  friend  Col. 
Nicholas,  and  accept  my  sincere  wishes  fir  the  conti- 
nued liealth  and  prosperity  of  you  and  yours  through  a 
long  life.  With  respect  and  esteetn,  yoiir  friend, 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

Gen.  E.  G.  W.  Butlek,  Louisiana. 

MEXICO. 

The  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  is  one  of  the  best  Maradarnized  roads  on 
tills  continent.  C J.  Folsom,  of  N.  York,  in  a book 
published  in  1842  furnishes  the  following  account  of 
I le  route; 

‘‘The  first  part  of  the  route,  leading  through  the 
village  of  Santa  Fe,  is  low  and  sandy,  over  which  a 
calzada  or  paved  causeway  was  thrown,  forming  a 
part  of  the  great  road  to  the  capital;  but  this  is  now 
in  a ruinous  condition,  owing,  in  a great  measure,  to 
the  want  of  repairs,  which  are  rendered  necessary 
by  the  destructive  operation  of  tiie  mountain  tor- 
rents during  the  rainy  season.  Two  fine  bridges  re- 
main on  this  part  of  the  route,  which  communicated 
with  the  causeway;  one  of  these,  called  Puente  del 
Rey,  or  King’s  bridge,  crosses  the  river  Antigua  15 
leagues  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  is  admirably  built  wiih 
massive  stone  arches.  The  other  is  thrown  over  a 
rapid  stream  at  Plan  del  Rio,  and  consists  of  a sin- 
gle arch  of  very  large  dimensions.  Plan  del  Rio  is 
a small  village  21  leagues  from  Vera  Cruz,  where 
the  ascent  of  the  table  lands  may  be  said  to  com- 
mence. In  the  six  leagues  that  intervene  between 
that  village  and  another  called  Encerro,  the  travel- 
ler attains  the  height  of  3,043  feet  above  the  level  ol 
the  sea,  which  is  sufficient  to  give  an  entirely  new 
character  to  the  climaie  and  prndiictions.  A farther 
ascent  of  1,292  fed,  within  a distance  of  about  eight 
miles,  over  a rugged  and  dangc thus  road,  brings  him 
to  Jalapa,  or  Xalapa,  wheie  lie  tnlers  on  a portion 
of  Uie  old  paved  road,  It  adii  g i!, rough  fields  of  maize 
and  gardens  filled  v iih  a | iuIushti  ol'  flowers. — 
‘Here,’  says  Hun  holili,  ‘ihe  in  licst  merchants  of 
Vera  Cruz  have  ci  uiili}  houses,  in  which  they  en- 
joy a cool  and  agiei-able.  r'eiieai,  uliile  itie  coast  is 
almo't  uriinhahilabie  lioin  the  tiju-((iii-c,c s,  itie  great 
heat,  and  the  yellow  fever.’” 

U "The  distance  from  Tampico  to  A'rxicv  i-  312  miles. 
The  road  leads  over  pieeipiti  us  im-nnUiins,  and  is 
unfit  lor  carnage.'.  A traveller  who  passed  ovei 
this  route  in  1822,  describes  the  ronntry  as  level  for 
48  miles  from  Tampico,  w iili  a ricli  beach  soil,  few 
trees,  except  palms,  and  Ihinly  inhabited.  T'liis  was 
followed  by  a broken  and  hilly  region  lor  a distance 
of  nearly  100  miles,  possessing  a dttp  toil,  but  desti- 
tute of  water  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. — 
The  traveller  now  encountered  a steep  and  rugged 
mountain,  belonging  to  the  great  chain  of  Sierra  de 
jyjadre.  The  ascent  was  difficult  and  fatiguing,  and 
occasionally  frightful  precipices  show  ed  themselves 
at  the  feel  of  his  mule.” 


■Miles. 

Leave  Vera  Cruz  for  Calapo  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, at  1 1 o’clock,  distance,  70 

Arrive  at  Calapo  on  Wednesday,  between  5 and 
7 o’clock,  p.  ni. 

Leave  Calapo  on  Thursday  morning,  for  Pero- 
lea,  55 

Between  Calapo  and  Perotea  you  go  up  the 
mountain  until  you  reach  a height  of  upwards 
of  9,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Ar- 
rive at  Perotea  in  the  evening. 

Leave  Perotea  on  Friday  morning  at  3 o’clock, 
for  Puebla,  95 

Arrive  same  day  at  Puebla,  at  4 o’clock,  p.  in. 

Leave  Puebla  011  Saturday  morning  at  4,  80 

Arrive  same  day  in  Mexico,  at  4 o’clock,  p.  m. 
About  half  way  between  Puebla  and  Mexico, 
you  descend  for  upwards  of  20  miles  at  a ra- 
pid gait.  Total  distance,  300. 

Vera  Cruz — Health  statistics. — From  Brantz 

Mayer’s  “Mexico  as  it  was  and  is,”  we  learn  that — 
In  the  year  1841,  the  number  of  baplisms  in  the 
city  was  454,  whilst  the  deaths  in  the  same  time 
amounted  to  1,017,  say  about  one—sixlh  of  the  whole 
population!  Of  these  hy  vomito  155,  sn  ail  pox  142, 
phthisis  and  diarrheea  212,  fevers  142,  dysentery  29. 

Mr  Majer  says:  “In  1842,  I am  told  that  near  two 
thousand  died  of  vomito  at  Vera  Cruz.  Phis,  how- 
ever, was  owing  to  the  number  of  raw  troops  sent 
there  from  the  interior,  to  he  embarked  for  Yuca- 
tan.” 

The  evacuation  of  Vera  Cruz. — A late  letter  of 
Mr.  Kendall  to  the  Picayune  says — 

“1  have  said  but  little  about  the  evacuation  of  this 
place  by  the  Mexicans,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  because 
1 have  had  little  time.  It  reminded  me  more  of  the 
Departure  of  the  Israelites  than  aught  else  1 can 
conipare  it  to;  the  long  procession  of  soldiers,  na- 
tional militia,  and  people  of  all  classes  and  sexes,  as 
they  poured  out  of  the  « alls  of  a ciiy  set  off  as  this 
is  w illi  huge  antique— looking  domes  and  other  arclii 
teclural  ornaments.  As  at  Monterey,  there  was  the 
same  throng  of  camp  w'omeii,  carrying  every  con- 
ceivable implement  of  ornament  and  use,  especially 
of  the  former,  to  say  nothing  of  the  innumerable 
parrots,  poodle  dogs,  and  other  absurdities  of  a kin- 
dred nature.  It  is  a singular  fact  that  the  poorer  the 
people  in  every  country  the  greater  the  number  of 
dogs  they  mu.st  have  about  them;  but  in  no  nation 
does  the  half  starved  population  affect  the  animal 
to  the  same  extent  as  this. 

“The  weather  continues  hot — insupporlably  hot  in 
the  middle  of  the  day;  but  all  my  inquiries  would  in. 
ducc  me  to  believe  that  as  yet  there  is  little  sickness 
among  the  troops.  The  report  that  the  dreaded 
vomito  had  broken  out  was  certainly  premature. — 
All  think,  however,  that  the  sickness  must  appear  in 
the  couise  of  a week  or  two,  but  probably  not  until 
Gen.  Scott  has  moved  onward  with  the  main  por- 
tion of  the  army.  If  all  Santa  .Anna’s  cattle  are 
brought  in,  or  only  a portion  of  his  immense  herds, 
it  will  accelerate  movements  greatly.” 
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1 hedule: 

Jalapa,  or  Zalapa,  the  capital  of  the  state  of  Vera 
Cruz,  is  a pleasant  town  situated  89  miles  from  the 
city  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  a steep  declivity  of  the  table 
land,  4,340  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  con- 
tains eight  churches,  a good  scliool  for  drawing,  and 
13,0U0  inhabitants.  The  principal  merchants  of  the 
< ii\  (1  Vera  Cruz  reside  at  Jalapa,  and  only  visit  the 
sii  kiy  city;  occasionally.  An  annual  fair  is  held  at 
Jala[‘a,  and  much  frequented. 

'I  he  Havana  Diario  de  la  Marina,  of  the  9lli  April, 
publishes  the  following: 

“On  the  31sl  ol  March  was  published  in  Mexico 
the  capitulaiion  of  Vera  Cruz.  President  Santa  An- 
na issued  an  address  to  his  countrymen  in  which, 
among  other  tilings,  he  says; 

“ ‘M(  xicans,  Vera  Crnz  is  in  the  pow  er  of  the  en- 
emy. ll  has  fallen,  not  before  the  valor  of  the  Aiiie- 
ruaiis  or  the  11  fluence  of  their  good  fortune.  We 
oui.'eUcs,  to  cm  shame  be  it  said,  have  brought  this 
(alal  disgrace  up<  n cur  arms  by  our  interniinable 
dissensions.  * * » » j 3,^,  resolved  to  go  and 

meet  the  enemy.  * * * Chance  may  decree  that 
the  proud  American  host  shall  take  the  capita)  of 
the  Aztec  empire;  I shall  not  behold  that  disaster, 
for  1 shall  fiist  Jay  down  my  life  in  the  struggle.  * 
* * Yet  the  nation  shall  not  perish.  I swear  that 
Mexico  shall  triumph  il  my  w ishes  are  seconded  by 
a sincere  anil  unanimous  tllbrt.  A thousand  times 
fortunate  for  us  will  proi  e the  disaster  of  Vera  Cruz, 
if  the  fall  of  tliat  city  shall  awaken  in  the  breasts  of 
the  Mexicans  the  enthusiasm,  the  dignity  and  gener- 
ous arcor  of  a true  patriotism.  It  will  undoubtedly 
prove  the  salvation  of  the  country.’ 

“On  the  27ih  of  March,  .were  already  assembled 
B^me  troops  at  the  National  hiidge,  under  commai.d 


of  Gen.  La  Vega  and  of  the  governor  of  the  slate, 
Don  Juan  de  Soto.  Between  the  27th  and  30lh  two 
brigades  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  marched 
from  the  capital  i:i  the  direction  of  the  bridge,  with 
their  corresponding  batteries,  amounting  in  all  to 
2,000  men. 

‘ On  the  1st  of  April,  Gen.  Santa  Anna  in  person 
would  set  out  from  Mexico,  with  2,000  more,  to  di- 
rect the  military  operations  in  the  state  of  Vera 
Cruz,  resolved,  as  he  says,  to  dispute  the  ground  inch 
by  inch,  and  die  before  he  will  consent  to  a peace — his 
own  words,  as  we  find  them  both  in  letters  and  in 
printed  documents.  Enrolment  of  troops  is  going 
on  at  various  points. 

“The  army  of  the  north  has  returned  to  San  Luis 
Folosi,  where  it  remained  at  -the  dale  of  the  latest 
advices.” 

address  of  SANTA  ANNA  TO  HIS  ARMY,  ON  QUITTING 
SAN  LUIS  POTOSI  FOR  THE  CAPITAL. 

Companions  in  arms! — Deyoled  entirely  lo  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  I march  to  assume  the  reins  of 
government,  in  doing  which  I make  the  most  costly 
sacrifice,  acting  contrary  to  my  cherished  desires 
and  fixed  intentions.  But  this  course  will  put  an 
end  to  the  civil  war  which  is  destroying  our  beauti- 
ful capital;  it  will  give  unity  lo  our  defences  and  im- 
pulse to  the  righteous  struggle  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged with  the  perfidious  invaders,  and  in  which  you 
have  fought  with  such  bravery  and  decision  in  the 
field  of  La  Angostura. 

My  friends — I will  never  forget  your  glorious  ac- 
tions on  that  field  of  bailie,  your  sufferings  in  the  • 
desert,  to  which  you  submitted  wiili  heroic  patience, 
and,  above  all,  that  I had  the  honor  of  commanding 
you.  The  nation  owes  you  a recompense,  and  you 
shall  shortly  receive  il  through  my  exertions,  al- 
though this  is  not  the  consideration  which  stimu- 
lates you  lo  bear  yourselves  as  worthy  sons  of  Mex- 
ico. 

Soldiers — You  are  the  hope  of  your  country,  her 
best  defenders.  Your  duty  then  is  to  guard  ail  parts; 
and  on  this  account  1 have  disposed  that  two  bri- 
gades of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  with  their  cor- 
responding batteries,  shall  march  lo  the  defence  of 
the  state  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  rest  of  the  army  defend- 
ing this  frontier. 

Everywhere  you  will  conduct  yourselves  as  you 
have  done  hitherto,  and  you  will  ever  deserve  the 
illustrious  name  you  have  acquired.  I am  going  to 
procure  whatever  is  necessary  to  consummate  the 
great  work  which  is  committed  to  you,  and  be  as- 
sured that  in  the  hour  of  danger  you  will  again  find 
in  the  midst  of  you  your  general. 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 
Headquarters,  San  Luis  Potosi,  March  14,  1847. 

From  San  Luis  lo  the  city  of  Mexico,  Santa  An- 
na’s progress  was  triumphal.  He  continually  met 
delegations  from  congress  sent  out  to  propitiate  him. 
Addresses  from  the  different  stales  were  presented 
to  him  on  his  route.  He  arrived  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  capital  on  the  20lh.  On  the  23d  he 
took  the  oath  of  office  as  president  ol  the  republic  at 
the  city  of  Guadaloupe  de  Hidalgo.  The  afternoon 
of  the  following  day  he  entered  the  city  of  Mexico 
with  great  pomp  and  solemnity.  A Te  Deum  was 
sung  in  the  metropolitan  church,  vvliere  he  received 
the  felicitations  of  the  authorities  and  corporations. 

Santa  »4wia’s  inaugural  address. 

Senores  deputies:  1 have  just  taken  the  oath  which 
the  iaw  prescribes,  and  in  doing  so  ought  to  accom- 
pany it  with  a manifestation  of  my  sentiments  and 
the  motives  of  my  conduct  to  this  respectable  com- 
miuee  of  the  legislative  body. 

The  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  capital 
are  known,  and  are  of  such  a character  as  to  bind 
me  lo  give  them  a speedy  and  pacific  termination. — 
Surrounded  fay  difficulties  of  all  kinds,  interested  in 
what  is  the  most  important  and  essential  to  the 
whole  nation,  as  is  the  sustaining  of  a strong  and  de- 
cisive struggle  with  a foreign  power,  in  which  no- 
thing less  is  involved  than  the  existence  of  the  na- 
tion, it  would  be  the  last  of  evils  to  enter  into  a con- 
test with  those  w ho  ought  to  unite  in  repelling  the 
common  enemy.  These  discoids  ought  lo  disappear 
at  the  imperious  voice  of  patriotism  wliich  calls 
upon  the  sons  of  the  country  to  have  but  one  will  and 
aim.  The  moments  have  been  urgent— I have  seen 
the  forward  steps  of  the  enemy — 1 have  rushed  lo 
the  field  lo  repel  them,  and  even  at  the  moment  of 
doing  so,  1 have  been  lorced  lo  leave  a victorious 
army,  and  to  come  hither  to  assume  a power. which 
1 have  repeatedly  said  was  repugnant  lo  my  feelings, 
and  which  I had  determined  never  to  undertake. 

That  which  has  been  and  ought  to  be  an  object  of 
aspiration  and  desire,  is  for  me  an  enormous  sacri- 
fice. But  1 am  all  for  my  country,  and  shall  ever 
serve  it,  without  thinking  what  it  may  cost  me  to  do 
that  which  the  nation  desires  I should  do.  1 have 
tulered  u|ion  the  supreme  magistracy  because  I have 
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seen  Uisl  U was  tlie  sole  legal  means  of  terminating 
the  disturbances  of  this  capital,  because  I believe  1 
shall  thus  be  able  to  facilitate  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  to  save  the  honor  and  independence  ol 
Mexico,  which  1 wish  to  present  unsulliel  and  bril- 
liant to  the  world  which  is  beholding  us.  I have  be- 
fore me  tlie  committee  of  the  sovereign  congress,  of 
that  august  body  whose  decisions  1 respected  and 
shall  constantly  continue  to  respect.  Us  decisions 
will  be  my  invariable  guide,  and  1 have  firmly  re- 
solved to  preserve  a pure  union  with  the  legislative 
body,  which  union  will  give  us  a final  victory  and 
the  re-establishment  of  internal  and  external  peace 
on  which  the  happiness  of  our  country  depends,  and 
to  which  we  all  aspire.  I'he  nation  has  proclaimed 
the  political  principles  which  ought  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  administration  which  1 wish  to  establish. 

Thus  I understand  that  its  strength  will  be  secured 
for  defending  itself,  and  its  rights  for  which  its  sons 
have  those  guarantees  which  belong  to  ail  men,  and 
which  civilization  claims,  and  which  has  been  my 
aim  since  my  return  to  the  country.  This  will  not 

be  denied,  and  ttie  nation  shall  still  sa«  me  obedient 
to  its  wishes  without  my  having  any  other  rule  of 
conduct  than  its  decisions.  As  a Mexican  and  a 
soldier,  I shall  always  take  the  same  road  as  the  na- 
tion, and  1 aspire  to  no  other  title  than  that  of  a 
good  citizen,  and  in  speaking  of  me  that  it  should  be 
said  that  1 always  loved  my  country — that  1 served 
It  vr  ith  zeal,  and  that  I sacrificed  myself  for  its  good. 

Latest  from  Vera  Cruz. — The  New  Orleans 
Picayune  of  the  21st  says — Our  advices  by  the  ‘Iona’ 
are  up  to  the  8th  inst.  Gen.  Twiggs,  with  a division 
of  the  army,  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  morning  of  that 
day  for  Jalapa.  There  was  the  same  doubt  in  the 
army  as  to  whether  there  would  be  any  more  fight- 
ing as  has  always  prevailed  amongst  our  troops  after 
a battle  with  the  enemy. 

The  remaining  divisions  were  to  proceed  rapidly 
in  the  direction  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  Although 
the  opinion  was  quite  current  at  Vera  Cruz  that  the 
Mexicans  would  not  make  a stand  between  that  city 
and  the  capital,  yet  there  were  some  who  regarded 
future  collision  as  certain.  Amongst  these  was  Col. 
Kenney,  who  had  recently  been  as  far  into  the  inte 
rior  as  Mango  de  Clava,  Santa  Anna’s  hacienda. 

It  was  distinctly  understood  at  Vera  Cruz  that  the 
Puente  J^acional  had  been  abandoned.  This  was  the 
point  at  which  the  first  resistance  to  the  march  of 
the  American  forces  upon  the  city  of  Mexico  would 
be  made;  bul  though  the  defence  of  this  point  was 
given  up,  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the  pro- 
gress of  our  army  into  the  interior  would  not  be  dis- 
puted at  others. 

indeed  it  was  asserted  that  the  forces  destined  to 
defend  the  National  bridge  ( Puente  J^acional)  had 
fallen  back  a few  leagues  in  the  direction  of  Jalapa, 
to  a stronger  position,  where  preparations  were  be- 
ing made  lor  a stout  defence.  An  intelligent  officer, 
just  from  Vera  Cruz,  thinks  it  quite  probable  that  a 
Dattle  may  have  occurred  about  the  14th  inst. 

Rumors  from  the  city  of  Mexico  represented  Santa 
Anna  as  more  intently  bent  upon  war  than  ever. — 
The  reports  are  not  the  best  authority,  in  so  far  as 
the  wislies  of  Santa  Anna  are  concerned;  but  they 
indicate  the  temper  of  the  public  mind,  which  is  as 
good  an  index  ot  his  purposes  as  any  other. 

The  New  Orleans  Evening  Mercury  of  the  21st 
instant  says — Col.  Bankhead,  hearer  of  despatches 
from  Gen.  Scott,  and  having  in  charge  the  trophies 
of  war  taken  at  Vera  Cruz,  arrived  this  morning  on 
the  ship  Elizabeth  Dennison,  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington. The  E.  D.  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  same  as 
the  schooner  ioiia  which  arrived  yesterday,  and 
therefore  brings  no  later  news. 


THE  FAMINE  IN  EUROPE. 


Let  no  one  imagine  because  the  price  of  bread 
stuffs  had  fallen  wtienour  last  accounts  left  Europe, 
that  the  distress  was  over,  or  even  materially  abated. 
The  suffering  from  want  iii  Ireland,  Scotland  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  continent  will  continue  at  least 
until  their  harvest,  and  in  all  probability  after  the 
first  influx  of  American  supplies  are  exhausted,  dis- 
tress will  be  augmented.  France,  Belgium,  and 
part  of  Germany  is'visited  severely.  Private  letters 
received  by  the  last  packet  slate  that  the  lowest 
estimate  of  the  deficiency  of  the  potato  crop  in  the 
north  of  Europe  amounts  to  seven  millions  of  tons, 
the  nevvsjiapers  say  eight  millions;  tliat  the  famine 
must  continue  until  September  next,  and  longer 
should  there  not  be  a good  crop.  With  all  the  aid 
w hich  money  and  benevolence  can  afford,  not  less 
than  one  million  of  human  beings  must  fall  a 
prey  to  starvation  or  its  consequent  disease.  A num- 
ber of  the  vessels  which  have  left  for  Europe  recent- 
ly Willi  flour,  grain,  and  provisions,  huve  bad  to  put 


back  in  distress — and  several  heavily  laden  have 
been  lost. 

The  ship  Adelia,  for  Ireland,  from  Philadelphia 
returned  in  distress.  The  Tartar,  despatched  by  the 
Boston  committee  of  relief  on  the  7th  inst.  had  to 
return  in  distress,  a leak  in  the  upper  decks,  and 
her  pumps  choaked  with  grain. 

IRELAND  APPEALS. 

Letter  from  Maria  Edgeworth. — The  N.  Y. 
Globe  publishes  the  follow'ing  letter,  written  to 
America  by  one  of  the  brightest  gems  Erin  has  to 
boast,  amid  all  her  contributions  from  the  mine  of 
iiitelleci: 

Edgeworth  Town,  March  lllh,  1847. 

To  the  ladies  of  America, 

More  particularly  to  the  ladies  of  New  York: 

Dear,  kind  and  charitable  Ladies: — You  are,  as  I 
am  informed,  well  disposed  to  contribute  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  distressed  Irish;  but  before  you  yield  to 
your  feelings  of  pity  and  pour  forth  your  bounty, 
you  wish  to  have  credible  assurance  that  the  accounts 
which  you  have  seen  in  the  public  papers  of  these 
distresses  are  true  representations,  and  not  exagge- 
rated pictures. 

1 am  encouraged  by  some  of  my  many  excellent 
friends  in  yoxr  country,  to  hope  that  you  will  not 
consider  my  addressing  you  at  this  moment  as  ob- 
trusive: I am  encouraged  to  hope  that  you  will  be- 
lieve in  the  truth  of  the  assurance  1 give  you  that 
the  accounts  in  the  public  papers,  one  of  whu  h I 
send  with  this  letter,  are  not  exaggerated. 

From  my  long  rssidence  in  Ireland,  during  and 
since  the  lifetime  of  my  father,  R.  L-  Elgeworlh, 
and  from  my  connexions  in  Ireland,  you  may  infer 
that  1 have  means  of  information,  and  from  my  pub- 
lic character,  so  far  as  you  can  see  it  in  my  writings, 
or  gather  it  from  my  private  friends  who  have  visi- 
ted this  country,  I trust  that  you  will  believe  that 
I am  incapable  of  exaggerating  for  any  purpose — 
especially  not  for  the  purpose  of  working  upon  your 
feelings. 

1 assure  you  that  during  my  sixty-six  years  resi- 
dence in  Ireland,  I never  knew  of  distress  equal  to 
the  present.  I will  not  give  you  any  private  instan 
ces — some  might  touch  you  deeply,  but  none  can  or 
ought  to  strike  you,  and  influence  your  feelings  and 
your  actions  so  much  as  the  general  information — 
the  positive  facts  of  great  magnitude  and  awful  con- 
sequence  famine,  desease,  deaths  innumerable, 

are  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom— putrefaction  and 
pestilence  in  some — and  if  the  people  are  not  imme- 
mediately  relieved  by  supplies  of  food,  and  enabled 
by  supplies  of  seed  to  sow  the  land,  the  famine,  dis- 
eases, deaths,  and  pestilence  must  be  still  more  dread- 
ful next  year. 

At  this  moment  a vast  quantity  of  the  land  in  Ire- 
land lies  untilled,  for  want  both  of  men  to  till  and 
seed  to  sow  it. 

The  men  who  have  been  employed  in  public  works 
now  when  almost  loo  late  they  are  turned  back  to 
till  the  ground  as  tenants  or  as  laborers  for  them- 
selves or  others,  have  merely  and  hardly  been  sup- 
ported by  their  w'ages  at  the  public  works — and 
cannot  now  without  wages,  or  with  lowered  wages 
feed  themselves  or  work  to  prepare  a crop  for 
next  season. 

Food— actual  food — is  wanted.  Butseed  is  more 
wanted;  most  wanted — oats  and  barley.  Supply  might 
come  from  America  of  barley  in  time  forsowing. — 
Indian  corn  for  food  may  be  had  for  money — money 
will  relieve  ail  our  wants  for  the  present — but  without 
seed  our  future  is  hopeless. 

1 will  not  add  more  to  this  plain  statement  ol 
facts — but  trust  entirely,  my  dear  ladies — to  your 
good  hearts  and  good  understandings. 

I sign  a name  which  lias  been  Iransmilled  to  me 
unsullied  by  falseliood. 

Maria  Elgeworth. 

Letter  from  Father  Mathew,  the  Irish  apostle 
of  Temperance,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kelly,  of  New 
Jersey  city. 

Cork,  Jan.  II,  1847. 

Rev.  Dear  Mr.  Kelly:  it  gratifies  me  more  than 
i can  express,  to  liear  I'rorn  you,  especially  as  your 
letter  coineys  such  good  tidings. 

No  sum  of  money,  in  Itie  present  state  of  this  coun- 
try, could  afford  such  reliel'  as  shipments  of  Indian 
corn,  and  other  bread  slufl's — and  to  be  sent  immedi- 
ately. 

Tlie  individuals  conceined  in  the  corn  trade  ol 
England,  have  raised  the  price  to  an  enormous 
amount.  Indian  fl.aur  is  to  day  in  this  city  .€19  the 
ton,  and  in  the  country  €28.  Our  wretched  pop- 
ulation is  rapidly  pining  away  and  sinking  into  the 
grave.  The  only  consolation  we  have  is  the  pious 
resignation  wiili  vvhi..h  they  submit  to  tliis  dire  vis- 
itation ol  an  all  wise  Providence.  We  have  seven 
months  of  famine  still  before  us.  But  witli  the  bright 
prospect  iliat  now  opens  upon  us,  of  having  our  mar- 


kets reduced  to  reasonable  rales,  by  the  benevolence 
of  our  commisseraling  brethren  in  Iho  slates,  we 
hope  to  stay  the  ravages  of  famine.  Untoward, 
unexpected  impediments,  have  obliged  me  reluctant- 
ly, for  the  last  two  years,  to  postpone  my  visit  to 
your  liappy  country. 

Until  the  Lord,  in  his  mercy,  stay  the  hand  of  the 
destroying  angel,  that  is  now  deciminaling  the  Irish 
people,  1 cannot  promise  myselt  liie  liappiness  of 
spending  a few  months  in  America. 

letters  from  several  benevolent  ladies  in 

THE  COUNTY  OF  CORK. 

Having  heard  of  tlie  kind  interest  whicli  has  been 
excited  in  America  for  the  suffering  Irish,  1 tak.;  the 
liberty  of  forwarding  to  you  ihe  accompanying  ad- 
dress, and  requesting  that  yon  will  insert  part  of  it  in 
your  valuable  paper,  and  engage  (he  interest  of  the 
laiiies  of  your  much  favored  couniry  on  our  behalf. 
The  misery  of  the  poor  Irish  is  indeed  groat  neyond 
description,  and  scenes  of  heart  rending  distress  are 
daily  occurring  around  us.  We  have  heard  of  the 
kindness  and  liberality  of  your  couniry,  and  trust 
you  will  kindly  consider  our  cose  and  adurd  us  some 
aid  towards  carrying  on  our  rnucli  needed  work  of 
cliarity. 

I remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANNE  BRUCE,  Secretary. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  EDITORS. 

The  Cliristian  Ladies  of  America,  who  tiave  so 
nobly  proved  their  sympathy  in  Ireland’s  irrepressi- 
ble distress,  are  again  earnestly  implored,  by  their 
Irish  sisters  in  the  parish  of  Killolane,  county  of 
Cork,  to  take  into  consideration  this  isolated  and 
extensive  district.  Onr  utter  destitution  induces  us 
to  waive  every  consideration  in  our  earnest  anxiety 
to  excite  your  sympathy,  and  entreal  your  assistance 
in  the  endeavors  we  are  making  to  save  the  lives  of 
hundreds  of  our  suffering  fellow  creatures,  who 
have  parted  with  all  their  necessaries  to  procure 
food,  and  are  vainly  struggling  against  the  united 
■attacks  of  cold,  famine,  disease  and  death.  There 
are  in  this  parish  over  three  thousand  poor,  and  not 
one  resident  landed  propiielor  of  the  soil,  and  very 
fe-v  gentry.  Mrs.  Barry  and  myself,  the  only  la- 
dies in  the  neighborhood,  are  uniting  and  increasing 
our  efforts  to  alleviate  Uie  misery,  ami  if  possible, 
save  lives.  The  Almighty  has  blessed  our  endeav- 
ors, and  enabled  us  to  do  much;  but  still  misery 
increases,  and  numbers  are  dying  of  fever  and  dys- 
eiilery. 

Until  our  own  resources  were  exhausted,  we  did 
not  apply  for  assistance,  and  then,  aided  by  benevo- 
lent Iriends,  we  have  been  enabled  to  open  two 
depots  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  from  which 
we  supply,  daily,  good  substantial  porridge  to  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  families,  and  to  sell  to  others 
who  are  able  to  purchase,  at  one  half  penny  per  qu  irt- 
best  :es  supplying  medicine  and  nourishment  to  the’ 
numerous  sick  around  us.  This  requires  large  funds 
we  are  obliged  to  bring  every  article  of  consumption 
from  Cork,  which  is  27  miles  distant,  at  an  enormous 
expense.  Our  funds  are  quickly  diminishing,  and 
the  allernalive  of  discontinuing  this  relief,  by  which 
so  many  wretched  creatures  are  kept  in  existence  is 
so  appalling,  that  we  would  fain  strain  every  nerve 
to  keep  up  our  resources;  and  seeing,  in  the  news- 
papers, so  much  of  your  munificence  to  Dunmanway 
and  other  places,  not  more  wretched  than  our  own 
in  a country  where  all  are  wretched,  we  are  encour- 
aged to  hope  that  this  statement  of  our  misery  may 
be  sii.cessful,  and  lliat  you  will  kindly  aid  us  in  our 
labors;  and  may  He  who  has  inflicted  tins  heavy 
calamity  on  unhappy  Ireland,  and  who  has  so  great- 
ly blessed  your  (avored  countiy,  inspire  your  heart 
with  compassion,  and  bless  this  appeal  ;o  your  sym- 
pathy and  benevolence,  which  is  made  witii  the 
more  confidence  from  your  national  character  for 
geiiero'ily  and  liberality. 

Signed,  Anne  Bruce, 

Grace  Barry, 

March  29th,  1847.  Eliza  M.yxwell. 

P.  S. — Please  direct  to  Mrs.  J.  Bruce,  Penhui-st 
Charleville,  co.  Cork,  Ireland.  ’ 

AN  olive  leaf  for  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE. 

Friends  of  lluinanity!  Hundreds  of  your  fellow 
bei.ng'3  are  dying,  almost  daily  dying,  of  starvation  in 
po-.r  Ireland.  Will  you  not  seii.J  them  bread  from 
y.  ur  plenteous  boards?  It  lias  been  slated  that  more 
tiave  perished  by  famine  in  that  aflheted  land  than 
those  who  fell  by  the  cholera  in  that  dreadful  year 

of  death.  A penny  a day  will  save  a liumaii  life. 

Will  you  let  thousands  die  when  they  can  be  rescu- 
ed so  cheaply  from  the  grave?  The  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus Ciirist  forbid!  Farmers,  iUeclian- 
ics,  -Merchants,  men  of  the  United  Slates,  childien 
wives  and  mothers  will  you  let  thousands  ofyour  kind 
be  tlirown  uncoftined  into  the  grave,  ivhen  t.vo  cents’ 
worth  of  Indian  meal  a day  will  save  a human  liti! 
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Molhers,  sisters,  daughters,  wives  of  Ameriea!  — 
there  are  thousands  of  your  sex  dying  naked  upon 
the  damp,  cold  ground  in  Ireland  without  even  straw 
(o  lie  upon  Will  you  not  look  into  vour  wardrooes 
and  give  what  yon  can  spare  to  the  poor  creatures, 
perishing  with  famine  and  the  famine  fever?  May 
the  God  of  all  grace  and  mercy  and  compassion 
touch  the  heart  of  A nerica  in  view  of  such  a spec 
tacle  of  wretchedness.  Anything — anything  to  eai 
or  wear,  will  come  to  thousands  like  a ministration 
of  heavi  n’s  mercy.  The  English  goverrx'neiil,  ns  you 
see  below,  has  promised  lo  pay  the  freight  of  all  cnntribu 
lions  of  food  mid  clothing  which  may  be  forwarded  from 
the  United  Slates  Will  not  the  railroad  co  npanies 
in  the  United  Stales,  and  steamboat  companies,  trans- 
port from  the  interior  lo  the  seaboard  all  such  con- 
tributions/rre  of  charge?  All  these  contributions  may 
be  consigned  to  the  socielv  of  Friends  in  Eiglan  l, 
who  have. made  arrangements  for  extensive  distri- 
bution lo  the  starving,  or  to  any  other  parlies  that 
may  be  preferred.  1 cannot  add  another  word.  1 
expect  lo  he  obliged  to  travel  all  night  fr  on  Lon- 
don to  Livi  rpool.  lo  trails  nil  the  following  commu- 
nication from  the  Engli'h  government,  which  I re- 
ceived after  the  mail  was  closed. 

Yours  for  humanity, 

ELIHU  BURRirr. 

London,  Feb.  3,  1847. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord.  Johm  Russell,  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  desiring  that  their  fellow  countrymen  nay 
participate  in  the  pleasure  of  conlribulirig  to  the 
relief  of  their  sufTering  brethren  in  Ireland,  have 
learned  with  much  gratification,  that  the  E iglish 
government  hate  mai.ilained  a willingness  to  defray 
the  expense  of  transportation  of  the  proviaiuns  and 
clothing  which  the  society  of  Friends  in  America 
may  contribute  for  the  destitute  Irish.  The  under- 
signed would  respectfully  inquire  if  they  may  be 
permitted  lo  transmit  lo  America,  by  the  Royal 
mail  packet  leaving  on  the  4th,  the  intimation  that 
the  English  government  will  defray  the  expense  of 
conveying  from  American  to  Irish  seaports  all  other 
contributions  of  provisions  and  clothing  which  may 
be  made  in,  and  forwarded  from,  the  United  Slates, 
for  the  same  benevolent  object. 

ELIHU  BURRIT  r.  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 
JAMES  L.  L F.  WARREN, 

Jfo.  21 , Jfeie  Broad  street,  ) 

London,  Feb.  1,  1847.  y 

Treasury  Chambers,  Feb.  3d,  1847. 

Gentlemen, — 1 am  commanded  by  tne  Lords 
commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  treasury  to  acquaint 
you,  in  reply  lo  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  ad- 
dressed lo  Lord  John  Russell,  that  the  Lords  will 
be  prepared  to  pay  tlie  freight  ol  any  provis.ons  or 
clothing  which  benevolent  persons  in  the  Untied 
Slates  may  send  to  Ireland  or  the  distressed  districts 
in  Scotland,  on  proof  being  ati'orded  that  tlm  articles 
were  purchased  from  the  produce  ol  private  sub-^crip 
tions,  and  have  been  appropriated  lo  charitable  ob 
jects. 

1 am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E '1  REVELYAN. 

Messrs.  Elihu  Burrill,  and  James  L.  L.  F.  Warren' 

27  New  Broad  street. 

Some  of  the  recitals  before  the  coroner’s  juries  in 
Ireland  are  too  horrible  for  publication. 

Others,  such  as  the  following,  atl'ord  evidences  of 
such  sublime  devotion  lo  each  otfier,  as  have  seldom 
been  equalled. 

“ Bin  kley  dropped  dead  on  the  work,  after  a jour- 
ney of  time  miles  before  day.  His  wife  will  make 
alfidavit  ‘ihat  he  had  not  sulhcieiil  food  the  night 
beiore  lie  died,  and  that  she  and  the  rest  of  her 
family  lived  36  hours  on  w lid  w eeds  to  spare  a bit  ol 
cake  lor  liim  ’ fin  this  case  a coroner’s  verdict  was 
given  w itlioul  a sigtil  ul  Ike  body.)  Tins  burry  (y  iiii- 
economy  is  practised  by  scoi es  of  families  in  tins 
district. 

A letter  from  Joseph  Bewley  and  Juiiaihan  Pim, 
seci elai ies  ul  the  central  rebel  coiiimitlee  of  the 
society  ul  Friends,  lo  the  curresponding  cumuuUee 
ol  Friends  hcie  dated  Dublin,  Marcb  1,  lo47,  says: 
We  regi  et  lo  say,  Ibat  vvhil-l  mucli  lias  bven 
done  and  is  doing  lo  alleviate  the  prevalent  distress. 
It  must  still  tie  acknowledged  lo  be  on  ilie  increase, 
and  spreading  Into  dislncls  of  the  country  wliieb 
were  cumparaUvely  exempt  some  months  since,  so 
that  w e lutiuur  under  much  divcnurageinent  We 
are  endeavoring,  how  ever,  lo  do  all  we  can,  and 
although  the  extent  ol  the  calamity  is  such  as  lo 
surpass  all  llie  ellurls  that  have  been  made  lully  to 
meet  it,  yet  w e cannot  dmibt  Itial  multitudes  liave 
been  sea-onably  and  iiiusl  nselully  assisted  l.il'ougli 
the  agencies  uliicb  we  have  been  enab.t'l  to  open.’ 


An  agent  of  the  society  of  Friends,  travelling  with 
a view  lo  explore  some  of  the  western  ami  southern 
parts  of  Ireland,  thus  describes  the  prevailing  man- 
ifestations of  woe: 

“Ttioti  would«t  hardly  recognize  the  country  in 
passing  through  it:  every  living  thing,  hut  man,  has 
disappeared;  no  dogs,  no  pigs,  no  poultry.  I do  not 
blink  I have  lieard  a pour  person  laugh  since  I left 
ho  ue.  Ho  V changed!  It  is  not  a i exaggeration  to 
-ay  Ihat  tliere  is  no  playing  of  children  in  the  streets. 
The  [leople  have  a sickly,  livid  hue.  1 heard  the 
remark  that  they  were  begin'iing  not  to  know  Ihett 
neighbors,  from  their  altere  1 looks.” 

Relief  to  Irel.snd — IVushington  city.  The  a- 
nioiirit  of  contributions  removed  bv  the  relief  commit- 
tee from  citizens  up  the  19;h  April  .vas  $5,856.95. 
The  c ommitlee  had  shipped  provisions  in  the  barque 
General  Harrison,  from  Alexandria,  consigned  to 
the  Mayor  of  Cork,  mcluding  cost,  insurance,  &c., 
to  the  amount  of  $5,818  93. 

A second  vessel  is  ab  nu  to  be  .lospitchod  from 
Jersey  city,  laden  with  contributions  from  the  citi- 
zens of  New  Jersey  in  aid  of  the  siifFering  peasantry 
ill  Ireland  and  Scotland.  The  entire  cargo  is  valued 
at  $11,900. 

“ The  Mi-ses  Cox,  of  Dunm  inway,  most  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  receipt  ofa£95  sterling  from  friends 
in  America^  Ibrougti  B.  II.  Warder,  for  tlie  relief  of 
tlicir  perishing  people.  The  ladies  of  America  have 
not  been  appealed  to  in  vain.”  Their  acknowledg- 
ments are  also  made  lo  the  students  of  Princeton 
college. 

In  a subsequent  letter  dated  March  23,  the  same 
ladies  acknowledge  the  further  reception  of  87  bar- 
rels of  corn  meal,  from  ladies  in  America.  The  let- 
ter says: 

“May  the  blessing  of  those  who  were  ready  to 
perish  be  on  the  heads  of  all  those  into  whose  hearts 
the  Lord  has  put  it,  to  deal  so  bountifully  with  us. 
You  have  caused  the  widow’s  heart  lo  sing  for  joy, 
and  are  being  the  means  of  “saving  many  alive  in 
fa  nine,”  by  strengthening  the  hands  and  hearts  of 
those  who  have  the  will  but  not  the  power,  to  stem 
the  flood  of  wrath,  which  He,  w hose  righteous  anger 
seems  not  yet  turned  away,  is  pouring  upon  our 
unhappy  and  guilty  land.  All  hearts  and  hands 
seem  paralyzed  under  the  magnitude  of  our  distress. 
“Perplexily  and  hearts  failing  fur  fear.”  Our  land 
has  already  had  thousands  of  its  people  swept  away, 
starved  to  death  either  suddenly  or  lingeringly,  and 
the  cry  of  misery  is  never  out  of  our  ears,  or  the 
sight  of  it  out  of  our  eyes.  Oh,  if  you  could  have 
the  joy  ill  the  liouse  and  among  our  people  when 
your  letter  came,  you  would  have  fell  your  reward 
already  begun.  For  your  satisfaction  and  that  of 
our  utlier  kind  donors,  1 mention  bow  the  suiii  you 
have  entrusted  with  me  is  using,  ,£50  is  allotted  lo 
the  soup  kilctieiis,  of  which  we  tiave  now  four,  m 
didereiil  places,  two  in  town  and  two  III  country, 
£34  lo  the  cheap  sale  of  Indian  meal  in  our  own 
liouse,  winch  is  like  a market  every  day;  and  £10  to 
our  sick  fund  for  providing  proper  nourishment  fur 
the  sick,  and  convalescent.  I hope  you  will  ap- 
pi  ove  ol  ihis  dislnbulion,  yet  so  widely  spread  is  the 
evil,  so  dense  the pofiulalioii,  that  all  this  seems  but 
a drop  ill  the  ocean. 

“Surely  Irish  hearts  must  glow  with  gratitude  to 
America  and  loour  Aniencan  sisters.  Do  you  dear 
friend  express  our  lhaiikluliiess  in  all  quarters  where 
It  is  due.  Fever  is  making  alar  ;,ing  progress.  The 
uiifoiTunate  masses  of  filth  and  inlecliun  besetting 
our  doors  and  windows,  carry  dealli  ab  ml  with  Uieiii, 
and  our  crowded  poor  bouse  are  such  pestilential 
nests,  that  our  poor  guardians,  vvlio  are  mostly  of  the 
belter  class,  and  our  relief  cominillee  attend  at  the 
risk  ol  tlieir  lives.  A hi  other  in  law  of  my  brother 
L’s,  and  t wo  other  gentlemen  were  at  the  poor  bouse 
ill  the  vigor  ol  health  the  week  liel'ore  last — the  lol- 
lowing  L-alurday  all  three  were  attacked  with  dread- 
lul  I'ever,  and  lust  Saturday  Mr.  L’s  brother  died, 
ail  I of  the  other  two  there  is  no  hope.  Tins  is  no 
solitary  instance.  We  are  ourselves  worn  down 
with  fatigue,  anxiety  and  horror.  All  our  time,  all 
our  Uioughis  and  energies  absoi  bed.” 

The  Grulilude  of  Europe.  The  1.  Mowing  is  an  ex- 
tract ol  a letter  leceivcU  Iroin  England  by  the  Caiii- 
Oria:  “'i'tieie  is  only  one  prevailing  seiiliiuent  upon 

Oie  regaid  to  Ireland.  Mr.  Clay’s  speech  at  one  of 
your  ineelings  has  not  only  Oeeii  pinned  in  all  our 
papers — hut  I may  say  nearly  committed  lo  memory 
t,y  one  hall  the  lliiiiknig  public.” 

letter  from  RICHARD  DAWSON. 

Bundon  Ireland,  Feb.  27,  1847. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hunter — Dear  Sir:  A moiiUi  ago  I 
wrote  you  a long  leiier,  and  1 n ve  feared  since,  a 
tedious  one  too.  1 did  the  nest  1 could,  however, 
and  more  you  would  not,  1 know,  expect.  1 received 
five  nuiiiLiers  ol  the  FiUsuurg  Cliii.-iiaii  Advocate 
lately,  and  two  liumb,.rs  jiievtudsiy,  which  were 


very  vveico  ue  in  iee  l lo  my  dear  wife  and  me.  She 
has  been  so  miicti  eiijtaged  for  some  time  back  visi- 
ting the  poor  and  preparing  sundry  articles  for  the 
sick,  that  she  has  very  little  time  for  reading,  wri- 
ting, or  anything  else,  and  if  you  hear  any  of  her 
dear  friends  in  Allegheny  or  Pittsburg  wondering 
why  they  have  not  received  letters  from  her,  you 
will  please  tell  them  the  cause  of  the  apparent  ne- 
glect. 

This  town  is  districted,  and  nearly  all  the  poor, 
wretched,  iiiihap[iy  creatures  visited  in  their  hovels 
and  1 am  not  aware  that  any  persons  have  yet  died 
of  starvation  in  the  town;  but  great  numbers  of  Ihetn 
are  only  able  to  get  a little  bread  and  soup  once  a 
day,  an  I some  say  they  are  neglected  at  limes,  so  ‘ 
that  a second  day  intervenes  without  food.  And  in- 
deed the  deathlike  appearance  of  hundreds,  as  they 
walk  the  street  or  crowd  the  stores,  indicates  too 
plainly  that  they  have  scarcely  a sufficiency  of  food 
to  keep  body  and  soul  together.  'I'he  poor  houses 
and  hospitals  are  crowded  lo  excess,  and  the  num- 
ber af  burials  every  day  from  tliese  houses  is  fright- 
ful: but  1 believe  none  are  ouried  in  this  town  with- 
out coffins,  as  is  the  case  in  the  country  ail  around. 
In  other  parts  of  this  country  (Cork)  the  distress  is 
frightful  beyond  description  In  some  parishes  and 
lovvnlands  not  many  miles  from  this,  and  in  many 
smaller  towns  and  villages  in  this  coanty,  the  ex- 
treme slate  of  destitution  is  such  that  there  are 
scarcely  sufficient  people  alive  and  with  strength 
suflicient  to  bury  the  dead.  In  numerous  cases  the 
dead  bodies  are  dragged  into  a dilcb  and  a little 
earth  thrown  over  them,  which  is  frequently  scratch- 
ed away  by  the  canine  race — a race  which,  by  the 
bye,  ought  to  be  destroyed  from  the  face  of  the 
country  just  now,  rather  than  divide  with  them  any 
part  of  the  food  which  the  pour  would  be  glad  to 
liave.  Indeed  tuiraan  beings  eat,  greedily,  turnip 
peels  and  every  kind  of  ofl'al,  much  of  which  the 
dogs  would  not  eat,  and  which  is  too  disgusting  to 
mention  or  lo  think  of.  I am  not  aware  that  we 
have  any  account  in  history  of  such  distressing  famine 
as  we  have  at  present  in  Ireland.  1 verily  believe 
it  was  not  equalled  at  the  sieges  of  Calais  or  Jeru- 
salem. During  the  seven  years  famine  in  Egypt  and 
the  land  of  Canaan,  we  do  not  read  that  any  persons 
died  of  hunger,  while  here  thousands  are  daily  drop- 
ping into  llie  grave;  no,  not,  in  all  cases,  for  in  some 
instances  whole  families  have  been  found  dead,  and 
the  bodies  in  such  a stale  of  putrelaclion  that  house 
and  all  had  to  be  buried  together.  O,  my  dear 
friend,  it  is  harrowing  to  every  feeling  of  human 
nature — it  is  heart-sickening  to  hear,  or  read,  of  the 
extreme  cases  of  distress  Dy  which  we  are  surroun- 
ded HI  this  wretched  island.  The  county  of  Cork  is 
one-eighth  of  Ireland  in  size,  and  is  in  llie  most  dis- 
tressed condition  ol  any  oilier  part  of  it. 

Elihu  Burrill,  the  learned  blacksmith,  was  here 
eight  or  ten  days  ago,  and  was  shocked  and  grieved 
at  the  distress  he  witnessed,  and  will  doubtless  pub- 
lish in  happy  America,  from  his  own  personal  in- 
spection, an  aullieiilic  account  ol  the  state  of  this 
country.  Mrs.  1).  and  1 ealled  on  him,  and  talked  a 
few  minutes;  but  did  not  wish  lo  encroach  much  on 
tiis  lime;  she  says  she  wnuld  iiiuch  rather  miss  an 
opportunity  ol  seeing  the  Queen  of  England,  or  any 
any  oiner  of  the  great  personages  ol  Europe,  than 
not  see  him.  He  W'as  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  IS 
much  better  to  have  Indian  corn  bought  in  llie  Uni- 
ted Stales  with  any  money  that  may  be  raised  there 
tiian  have  the  money  sent  to  ibis  country.  He  wait- 
ed on  the  prime  mini5ler  of  England,  |irevious  lo  his 
coming  lo  Ireland  on  his  pbilanllirupic  tour,  and 
obtained  a promise  Ibal  the  goveinmeiit  shipping 
sliali  be  sent  L.r  any  grim  that  may  be  gratuiiously 
contributed  in  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Burrilt 
seemed  sanguine  Ihut  mueli  gram  would  be  raised 
there  for  Ibis  miserable  country.  He  has  a beiiev- 
oieiii  heart,  and  1 know  liis  slaiemeni  M v.  hat  tie  has 
seen  here  will  be  believed  fium  iiiaine  lo  Georgia. 
He  seemed  gically  suipiised  that  w e stay  ed  here  a 
uionlli  alter  huvmg  Jiied  so  many  years  in  happy, 
Ihince  happy  Anici  ica. 

All  that  can  are  preparing  lo  go  to  the  United 
Stales  and  British  America,  so  Uiat  alter  this  year 
there  will  be  very  lew  ol  tne  iiiindiuig  Class  reiiiaiu- 
mg.  'I’ne  I ich  and  ail  of  ihe  paupei  s who  may  sur- 
vive the  lariiiiie  and  pestilence — lor  pestilence  is  set 

ling  in  rapidly ill  be  ahuusl  the  only  reiuatniiig 

inhabitants  ol  this  poor,  deslusile,  distracted,  miser- 
able and  inisgot ei lied  island.  And  yet  the  fields  are 
as  green  . s ever,  green  eieii  in  the  depth  ol  winter; 
the  lace  of  naioie  smiling,  ivhiie  Uie  laces  of  the 
great  majority  ol  the  people  are  slirivelled  and  ema- 
ciated HI  such  a way  as  to  beggar  description.  'Ihe 
bloom  ol  health  on  the  countenance  ol  the  Irish 
pe.isaiil  is  no  longer  a mailer  of  boasiing.  I’he  po- 
tatoes arc  gone,  gone,  I sujipose,  loreveij  and  alter 
a traiisiiiob  ol  Horrid  sulic.iiig,  liie  survivors  will 
probably  again  liave  bread  Lo  eat  as  Hi  days  ol  yore. 
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Mr.  Burritt  published  a letter  in  Enjlaml;  showing 
that  the  grain  crop  of  the  I'nitc;!  States  last  year, 
1846,  was  aver  seven  hundred  and  thirty  millions  oC 
bushels,  one  third  of  which  would  he  quite  sufficient 
for  homo  consumption,  and  that  the  other  two  thirds 
was  more  than  enough  to  supply  all  the  wants  of 
Europe — but  that  for  the  want  of  sufficient  ship- 
ping it  cannot  find  its  way  here  fast  enough  to 
prevent  reckless  speculators  in  Liverpool,  and 
elsewhere  from  rai-ing  the  price  of  food  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  poor.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all 
this,  the  British  ministry  persist  in  adhering  to  their 
free  trade  doctrines,  and  keep  their  shipping  for 
transporting  powder  and  ball  instead  of  food.  They 
promised  the  taiglish  monopolists  that  they  would 
not  interfere  with  the  course  of  trade,  and  millions 
moj  starve  ere  they  break  their  word. 

lam  now  of  opinion,  with  Elihu  Burritt,  that  it 
would  be  better  not  to  send  money  here  from  the 
United  Slates,  but  to  buy  corn  wiih  all  that  can  be 
collected,  and  send  it  to  the  seaports,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  British  ministry,  as  soon  as  they  send 
their  thipg  for  it.  it  is  true,  this  plan  will  be  more 
tediou.s  than  sending  the  money,  but  then  the  poor 
will  not  have  to  pay  100  percent,  to  speculators,  and 
whenever  it  comes  it  will  be  welcome.  Yours  sin- 
cerely, Richald  D.awson. 

P.  S.  If  anything  can  be  done  within  the  range  of 
your  iufiiience,  in  the  way  of  raising  provisions  for 
the  poor  Irish,  perhaps  it  could  be  ordered  for  the 
county  of  Cork  in  particular.  The  western  pari  of 
the  island  is  also  in  great  distress.  Leinster  and 
Ulster  are  not  so  bad. 

The  London  Times,  a paper  not  often  guilty  of  too 
much  candor  towards  the  United  States,  concludes 
an  editorial  on  the  subject,  in  the  following  language: 

“We  will  confess  to  a passing  sensation  of  woun 
ded  pride  when  we  hear  of  our  own  fellow  subjects 
becoming  objects  of  republican  benevolence,  and  our 
social  sores  being  exposed  in  the  cities  of  New  Eng- 
land. But,  if  we  are  unable  to  rescue  Ireland  from 
the  grasp  of  famine,  as  confessedly  we,are,  it  does 
not  become  us  to  resent  the  assistance  of  a generous 
kinsman  and  friend.  Whoever  is  to  blame,  most 
true  it  is  that  Ireland  does  not  prosper  in  our  hands. 
We  must  therefore  submit  to  be  commiserated  and 
helped  in  our  task.” 

l-aOM  THE  .ARKANSAS  INTELLIGENCER  OF  APRIL  3. 

The  Choctaws  to  their  White  Brethren  of 

Ireland A meeting  for  the  relief  of  the  starving 

poor  of  Ireland  was  held  at  the  Choctaw  Agency  on 
the  23d  ultimo.  Major  Wm.  Aftnstrong  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  J.  B.  Liece  was  appointed  secretary. 
A circular  of  the  “Memphis  committee”  was  read  by 
Major  Armstrong,  after  which  the  meeting  contribu- 
ted $710.  All  subscribed,  agents,  missionaries,  tra- 
ders, and  Indians,  a considerable  portion  of  which 
fund  was  made  up  by  the  latter.  The  “poor  Indian” 
sending  his  mite  to  the  poor  Irish! 

The  Wesleyan  Methodists  of  England,  have  made  col- 
lections through  their  congregations,  and  have  trans- 
mitted to  a central  committee  in  London  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling. 

The  society  of  Fiiends  in  England,  v^  ho  number  in  all 
about  23,000  souls,  (men,  women,  and  children,)  have 
centributed  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering  poor  in  Ire- 
land the  sum  of  $170,000.  A second  subscription, 
by  the  same  parties,  is  in  progress. 

The  Central  Relief  committee  of  the  society  of 
Friends  at  Dublin,  acknowledge  the  receipt  by  the 
Cambria,  of  donations  from  this  country  for  the  relief 
of  the  suffering  Irish,  amounting  to  <#7000. 

The  U.  S sloop-of-icar,  .Jamestown,  Capt.  R.  B. 
Forbes,  has  sailed  for  Cork  with  a cargo  of  breadstuff’s 
from  Boston.  The  committee  at  Boston  will  proba- 
bly have  to  freight  one  or  two  merchant  vessels  to 
carry  the  remainder  of  the  contributions  in  their  hands. 

The  following  w-as  attached  to  a $20  bank  note, 
which  was  dropped  in  the  box  in  Brattle  street  church 
on  the  occasion  of  a collection  in  aid  of  fitting  out  the 
U.  S.  ship  Jamestown: 

“A  ship  of  war  to  carry  bread  to  the  hungry  and 
suffering,  instead  of  powder  and  ball  to  inflict  more 
svffering  on  our  brethren,  children  of  the  same  fath-"" 
ER,  is  as  it  should  be,  and  this  in  aid  of  the  plan.” 

The  U.  S Macedonian. — Whether  it  be  because  the 
N.  York  committee  are  still  apprehensive  of  offend- 
ing John  Bull,  by  sending  over  this  particular  ship  or 
for  some  reason,  she  has  as  yet,  it  is  slated,  only  600 
barrels  of  flour  tow'ards  her- cargo.  Coin.  DeKay, 
has  determined  to  take  a limited  number  of  passengers 
on  board  of  that  ship  for  one  hundred  dollars  each 


Seventy-five  dollars  of  the  passage  money  will  be  re- 
ceived in  flour  or  meal  for  the  sufferers  in  Ireland, 
and  twenty-five  dollars  for  cabin  stores.  Something 
is  wrong. 

Our  desk  has  on  it  a pile  of  paragraphs  that  we 
have,  clipped  from  exchange  papers  for  insertion,  ev- 
idencing a general  sympathy  in  behalf  of  starving 
Ireland  and  Scotland, — not  merely,  like  those  of  a 
certain  party  Stale  convention  recently  held,  by  pa;s- 
ing  resolutions  sympathizing  with  them,  but  substantial 
proofs  of  fellow  feeling.  We  have  no  disposition  to 
exhibit  these  for  parade.  They  would  form  an  in- 
teresting statistic  if  we  had  the  space  to  afford.  A 
mere  specimen  must  suffice. 

The  “tvann  hearted  Irish."— A lecture  was  given  in 
New  York,  some  days  ago.  in  aid  of  the  sufferers  in 
Ireland,  and  at  its  conclusion,  Mr.  Philip  Hone,  after 
mentioning  that  three  ships  had  that  day  sailed  for 
Ireland,  stated,  fur  the  purpose  of  showing  how  well 

the  Irish,  in  that  city,  had  done  their  part,  “that  the 
books  of  a Saving  Institution  exhibited  the  unprece- 
dented fact  that  the  drafts  upon  its  funds,  for  the 
quarter,  far  exceeded  the  deposites! — some  $80,000 
having  been  withdrawn  by  the  Irish  population  to  be 
sent  to  their  starving  friends  abroad.” 

“A  wealthy  gentleman  of  this  city  has  had  in  his 
family  for  many  months  as  a domestic,  an  Irish  girl, 
whose  father,  mother,  and  several  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, are  now  in  Irel-and.  They  are  poor.  A few 
mornings  since,  while  at  the  breakfast  table,  he  read 
some  extracts  from  Irish  papers.  Bridget,  for  that 
was  the  girl’s  name,  was  waiting  upon  the  table;  and 
the  humane  man  little  thought  what  misery  and  grief 
he  was  causing  the  poor  girl.  He  at  last  read  an  ac- 
count of  the  misery  in  the  very  county  where  Brid 
gel  was  born,  and  where  her  parents  now  reside. — 
The  narration  was  too  much  for  her.  She  gave  one 
sob  and  hastily  left  the  room  Just  as  the  gentleman 
of  the  house  was  leaving  for  his  office,  she  approach- 
ed him  thus — *Mr. , do  you  think  1 am  an  honest 

girl,  and  would  fulfil  any  promise  I make  you?'  He 
replied,  she  had  thus  far  been  faithful,  and  that  lie 
had  no  doubt  she  would  continue  so  to  be.  She  then 
said*  ‘I  have  a favor  to  ask.  1 have  two  inontbs’ 
wages  coming  to  me;  will  you  advance  me  four 
months  rnore.^  1 will  be  faithful.  I wish  to  send  ii 
to  my  family  in  Ireland.  They  may  be  starving.’ — 
The  benevolent  man  could  not  refuse; — her  req  lesl 
was  granted,  and  Bridget  was  happy.  Will  not  that 
daughter  yet  be  remembered?”  [AT.  Y.  Pearl. 

The  people  of  Knoxville,  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
have  contributed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
six  dollars  and  filly  cents,  to  the  relief  of  the  sutler 
ers  by  famine  in  Ireland.  There  are  but  600  inhab- 
itanls  in  Knoxville. 

The  amount  of  provisions  shipped  from  Baltimore 
during  the  past  week,  consists  of  23,434  barrels  of 
flour,  53,441  bushels  of  corn,  771  barrels  of  corn 
meal,  250  barrels  of  navy  bread,  500  kegs  and  81 
barrels  of  lard,  1 puncheon  and  1 barrel  of  hams. — 
The  above  was  shipped  in  six  vessels. 

The  brig  Josephine  cleared  at  the  Boston  custom 
house  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24tti  ultimo,  for  Cork, 
with  a cargo  of  15,000  bus  icls  of  corn. 

Relief  for  Scotland. — Alexander  Murdoch, 
treasurer  of  the  Scotch  relief  committee  of  Balti- 
more, acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following 
sums  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  acknowledged. 
[We  have  not  space  for  particulars.]  ‘‘Making  the 
sum  total  of  $4,720  22  coiitnbuteij  to  this  date,  which 
has  been  invested  principally  in  the  purchase  of  corn 
meal.  There  have  also  been  received  numerous  lib- 
eral donations  of  corn,  corn  meal,  flour,  ship  bread, 
beans,  &c.,  &c.,  which  are  now  being  shipped  by  a 
vessel  at  this  port  for  Glasgow.  Baltimore,  April 
21,  1847.” 

The  treasurer  of  the  fund  in  Baltimore  recently 
received  a donation  which  was  covered  by  tlie  fol- 
lowing letter: 

'‘Georgetown,  D.  C.,  March  18,  1847. 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  hand  you  a small  amount,  to  be  I 
added  to  the  fund  fur  the  purchase  ol  provisions  lor  j 
the  sutlering  people  of  Seullaiid.  Regretting  the 
sum  cannot  be  much  greater,  it  is  my  unfeigned 
prayer  that  ‘the  barrel  of  meal  and  cruse  of  oil’  to 
which  it  may  contribute,  will  ‘neither  waste  nor 
fail’  until  It  pleases  Him  who  directetti  the  affairs  in 
earth  as  well  as  in  heaven,  ‘lo  water  the  earth  and 
make  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to 
the  sower,  and  bread  to  the  eater,’  in  that  and  all  the 
lands  of  famine.” 


Ireland’s  gratitude. 

An  immense  public  nieelinu  was  held  in  the  city 
of  London  on  the  24th  ult.  at  which  the  following 
resolution  was  adopti  d unanimously  and  with  loud 
cheering: 

“That  overpowered  with  heartfelt  gratitude  at  the 
prompt,  decisive  and  eneruetic  benevDlerice  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  their 
spontaneous  and  unsolinted  aid  to  the  poor  pea-gan- 
try of  Ireland,  we  feel  language  to  be  imulequale  to 
give  expression  lo  our  gralltmle  to  that  mible  and 
independent  [leople;  belokeiiiug,  as  it  dues,  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  whether  afllicled  by  distress 
caused  by  providential  calamities  or  iiiternal  impo- 
licy, that  there  is  a great  and  magnaiiirnous  people, 
on  our  globe,  ever  ready  with  hope  succor  -and  con- 
solation in  the  hour  of  need,  calling  iurlli  ihe  over- 
joyed thanks  of  Ibis  meeting,  the  la'ling  gr.itilude  of 
Ireland,  and  the  admiraiioii  of  the  world.” 


jiddress  <d  the  council  of  the  Irish  confederation  lo  the 

Hon.  George  M.  Dallas,  vice  president  of  the  United 

Stales  of  America. 

Council  Booms  of  the  hish  Confederation, 

9 D'Olier  street,  Dublin,  April  3,  1847. 

Sin — The  last  American  mail  conveyed  lo  us  the 
intelligence  of  the  eflorls  on  behalf  of  Ireland  now 
being  made  throughout  Uie  United  States  at  the  re- 
commendation of  Ihe  great  meeting  convoked  at 
Washington  on  the  9th  of  February,  over  which  you 
were  chosen  to  preside. 

This  intelligence  lighted  our  despondency.  We 
saw  the  greatest  of  the  new  nati  ms  of  the  earth 
moved  by  a universal  impulse  w ith  sympathy  for  our 
country — the  same  men  of  all  creeds  and  parties 
co-operating  in  giving  effect  to  this  generous  seii- 
linieni — men,  some  of  whom  have  already  made 
for  themselves  immortal  names;  and  we  could  not 
but  infer  that  much  of  the  success  of  the  whole 
niovemei  t might  be  traced  lo  llie  heartiness  with 
which  the  second  citizen  of  the  republic  led  the 
ranks  of  your  countrymen  lo  our  succor. 

We  do  not  feel  humbled  at  receiving  the  aid  of 
the  American  people,  however  it  may  reflect  on  the 
character  of  an  empire,  o-len‘.alious  in  its  pretension 
to  superior  power,  wealth  and  civilization,  lo  per- 
mit what  it  calls  an  integral  portion  of  ilsell'  lo  de- 
pend upon  the  voluntary  coiuribuliuns  of  a traduced 
rival  for  its  rescue  from  famine. 

The  Irish  nation  most  sincerely  desires  lo  stand 
well  with  the  people  of  America.  Our  recollections 
of  America  are  all  of  a fraternal  kind.  When  in  the 
year  1775,  congress  first  sat  at  Philadelphia,  and 
when  yet  our  Senate  delioeraled  in  Dublin,  your  fa- 
thers cordially  addressed  ours,  declaring  Ih-al  “the 
Irish  parliament  had  done  them  no  « rung,”  and  ex- 
pressing a hope  that  Irieiidsliip  and  commuiiiuii  of 
spirit  might  lung  continue  belw-een  the  two  coun- 
tries. All  eminent  father  of  your  constitution,  Frank- 
lin, when  representing  your  young  commonweahh 
in  France,  addressed  this  nation  in  a similar  spirit 
of  cordiality.  Nor  did  Washington  and  Jefferson 
— whose  names  are  by  us  aliiiust  as  chenslied  as  hy 
yourselves—  refuse  to  entertain  and  exp.'-ess  a desiie 
lor  friendly  intercourse  between  the  United  Slates 
and  this  kingdom. 

It  is  unnecessary,  sir,  lo  remind  you  that  Mr. 
Burke  and  Gol.  Barre,  the  most  resolute  advocates 
ol  the  American  colonists  in  the  British  parliament, 
w'cre  both  Irishmen  by  birth  and  educatiuri;  Uiat 
General  W ontgohert,  the  prolo-niarly i-  ol  your 
history,  was  a native  ol  Donegal;  that  Curnmodore 
Barry,  “the  father  ol  the  Uii.led  Stairs  navy,”  was 
a native  ol  Wexlord.  Ttiese  facts  we  do  iiui  rec.ill 
boastfully.  Ttie  orator  and  soMier  did  bul  Llieir 
duty  in  asserting  against  England  the  cause  of  hu- 
man Ireedum  by  word  and  deed.  We  recall  their 
names  only  to  show  that  li-uin  tlie  fir  I dawn  of  your 
country  ’s  existence  it  was  the  lot  of  our  people  lo 
hav  e been  in  some  sort  her  agents  at  lioine  and  her 
allies  abroad.  Yet  from  this  ground  we  raise  no 
claim  of  the  chiidn-n  of  departed  liieiids  for  a con- 
tinuation of  the  friendship  w liieh  existed  between 
their  lathers. 

Although,  sir,  since,  the  days  of  Jelferson  and 
Burke,  Ireland  lias  lost  in  power  and  Au.eiica  has 
gained,  still  wc  hope  lo  be  ble  lo  leciprocale  the 
many  good  olliees  your  cuuiilry  I'ormerly,  as  well  as 
lalely,  rendered  us.  W'e  eai  neslly  desire  that  the 
current  of  Iraue  now  selling  lo  these  shores  Iroin 
yours  at  the  coinniaiid  of  ctianty  shall  continue  to 
tlow  when  the  oeeasion  ol  us  lust  direction  shall 
nave  liappily  passed  away.  Whal  lutuie  relations 
import  a 11 1 to  buUi  cuunli  les  may  ai  ise  li  om  this  dii  ect 
commercial  intercourse,  il  would  be  piemalure  to 
anticipate. 

We  cannot,  sir,  avoid  this  opportunity  of  com- 
mending lo  you,  and  Ibrougli  you  to  our  generous 
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American  friends,  the  Irish  emigrants  who,  during 
the  present  season,  will  be  landed  upon  your  shores. 
They  have  a strong  natural  bias  in  favor  of  America, 
and  all  they  require  is  information  and  experience  to 
make  them  a service  and  a strength  to  their  adopted 
country. 

We  lament  that  the  disastrous  condition  of  this 
island  compels  Irishmen  to  abandon  their  homes. — 
We  believe  that  Ireland  if  wisely  governed,  would 
be  capable  of  sustaining  in  plenty  its  present  po- 
pulation. We  are  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
policy  which,  by  ensuring  a separate  legislation  to 
this  island,  will  consecrate  within  itself  the  elements 
of  its  regeneration,  and  we  trust  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  we  shall  be  freed  from  the  necessity 
of  appealing  on  behalf  of  our  exiles  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  other  nations,  though  we  sliall  ever  feel  a 
pride  in  remembering  that  in  our  time  of  need  those 
sympathies  have  not  been  withheld. 

Permit  us,  in  conclusion,  on  our  own  behalf,  and 
on  that  of  the  Irish  nation,  to  thank  you  for  the  dis- 
tinguished part  you  took  in  the  meeting  of  the  friends 
of  Ireland  at  Washington,  and,  through  you,  to  thank 
the  eminent  senators,  represenlalives,  and  citizens 
■who  have  so  enthusiastically  carried  out  the  recom- 
mendation of  that  meeting,  and  have  raised  those 
extraordinary  contributions  throughout  the  union  for 
the  benefit  of  Ireland  of  which  every  new  mail 
brings  additional  intelligence. 

WM.  SMITH  O’BRIEN, 

Ckairman. 

T.  F.  MEAGHER, 

RICHARD  O’GORMAN, 

Junior  honorary  secretaries. 
Letter  trom  the  secretary  of  the  central  relief 
committee  of  the  society  of  Friends  in  Dublin  to 
Hugh  J enkins,  esq.  of  Baltimore. 

Central  relief  committee  society  nf  Friends, 

57  William  St.  Dublin,  1st  of  ilk  mo.  1847. 
Hugh  Jenkins,  Treasurer  funds  for  relief  of  suffering 
poor  in  Ireland,  Balti.more: — 

Respected  Friend — We  have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  thy  letter  of  the  25lh  of  2d  mo., 
covering  remittance  of  1,200,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  contributed  by  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  poor  in 
Ireland,  and  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  entrust 
to  us  fur  distribution. 

We  gratefully  appreciate  the  confidence  manifest- 
ed in  us  on  the  present  occasion  by  individuals  and 
bodies  to  whom  we  are  very  much  unknown,  and 
feel  very  strongly  the  magnitude  of  the  responsibility 
thus  laid  upon  us. 

We  note  the  desire  expressed  by  thee  on  behalf  of 
the  contributors,  that  the  benefit  of  their  subscrip- 
tions should  reach  over  as  large  a part  of  Ireland  as 
possible,  and  without  partiality  to  age,  sex  or  reli- 
gion. With  reference  to  the  first  point  we  may  stale 
that  our  distributions  of  relief,  either  directly  or 
through  our  auxiliary  cominittecs,  embrace  every 
county  in  Ireland — and  as  to  the  second  the  contri- 
butors may  be  asured  that  in  the  administration  of 
the  fund  entrusted  to  us  we  admit  of  no  such  dis- 
tinctions; that  w here  occasion  requires  we  enjoin  the 
most  strict  impartiality,  so  that  the  whole  passport 
to  a share  of  the  relief  imparted  through  our  agency 
may  be  real  destitution  or  pressing  want. 

Referring  to  the  series  of  printed  reports  forward- 
ed by  this  conveyance  to  thy  address,  entitled  “Ex- 
tracts from  correspondence,’’  Nos.  1,  2 and  3,  for 
that  information  which  the  subscribers  at  Baltimore 
are  entitled  to  receive  respecting  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  poor  in  this  country,  and  the  measures  in 
progress  for  affording  relief. 

We  are  respectfully  thy  friends,  for  Jonathan  Pirn 
and  self,  secretaries,  JOSEPH  BEWLEY. 

THE  IRISH  FAMI.VIE. 

Written  on  hearing  of  the  exertions  making  in  the 
United  States  for  the  alleviation  of  the  famine  in 
Ireland.  By  Alaiic  A.  Watts,  received  in  mariu 
script  by  the  last  steamer  from  England,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Post. 

A cloud  hung  o’er  green  Innislail— gem  of  the  silver 
main; 

Oh!  who  that  saw  that  fearful  sight,  might  dare  to  look 
again. 

The  earth  with  fruitful  vendiire  clad,  man  held  his  head 
on  high, 

(But  man  even  in  his  best  estate  is  less  than  vaiiiiy,) 
Abroad  Ik  looked  o’er  east  and  wesi,  us  though  defying 
fate; 

A curse  went  forth  across  the  land  and  it  was  desolaie. 
“Hope  against  hope’’ awhile  prevailed;  uesaid,  ’tis  early 
dawn. 

The  day  will  show  bright  promise  yet,  the  cloud  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Men  spoke  in  whispers,  each  one  fcard  to  meet  the 
olhei’s  ere; 

As  iron  seemed  the  sterile  earth,  as  brass  ihe  sullen  sky. 
But  patience  had  her  perfect  work,  abundant  faith  was 
given; 


Oh!  who  shall  say  the  scourge  of  earth  doih  not  bear  fruit 
for  heaven. 

Slowly  arose  the  unwilling  call,  broke  forth  the  smothered 
• cry — 

’’La!  Famine  cometh  o’er  the  land — send  succor  or  we 
die! 

The  hand  that  smites  our  fertile  fields,  hath  passed  your 
Island  o’er — 

Of  your  abundance  let  us  share,  and  h ‘aven  will  bless 
your  store.’’ 

Tile  bond  nf  brotherhood  prevailed,  forgotten  was  our 
strife. 

And  freely  was  our  gold  poured  forth  to  buy  the  stafT  of 
life. 

A little  while!  a little  while!  and  louder  did  they  say, 
“Gaunt  Famine  is  within  our  gates,  oh  send  us  help  to- 
day.” 

Then  children’s  eyes  were  dim  with  tears,  and  woman’s 
cheek  grew  pale; 

Men  who  had  braved  the  battle’s  brunt  no'w  trembled  at 
the  tale. 

We  did  not  fear  to  turn  aside,  although  in  fear  we  read, 
Atid  grain  by  grain  was  gold  implored  to  buy  the  famish 
ed  bread. 

Yet  still  went  forth  the  strong  appeal,  still  louder  waxed 
the  cry. 

Brave  Self-Denial  started  up,  true  fount  of  charity. 

First  taste  her  idols  sacrificed,  the  sinless  joys  of  mind. 
Treasures  that  science  priceles.s  holds,  were  willingly  re- 
signed. 

Lightly  privation’s  self  w'as  borne  that  we  might  have  to 
spare; 

Rich  hoards  with  lavish  plenty  crowned,  sank  down  to 
hermit  fare; 

Beauty  hpr'bauhles  cast  aside,  as  if  in  holy  strife, 
Childhood  its  playthings  would  forego,  and  youth  the  pride 
of  life. 

All  hearts  were  opened,  and  each  hand  responded  to 
the  call; 

Weak  Penurv  her  mite  cast  in — the  ricliest  gift  of  all; 

The  standard  bearers  of  the  Ctiurch,  amid  severest  woe, 
*As  Israel,  wrestled  with  their  God,  and  said.  Thou  shall 
not  go. 

As  ONE  MAN  bowed  the  nation  down,  wiiile  myriad  voices 
prayed — 

“Stand  THOU  between  the  quick  and  dead,  and  let  the 
plague  be  stayed.” 

Ye  never  heard  that  fearful  wail — ye  never  saw  the  sight, 
That  almost  might  put  out  the  sun,  and  turn  the  day  to 
night. 

No  pleading  glance  to  you  was  rai.sed,  ye  heard  no  sup- 
pliant ftgh — 

The  voici  tiiat  raised  your  heart  of  hearts  was  inborn 
sympathy; 

tOr  visitant,  like  I ds  of  old,  that  ever  seemed  to  say, 
“Come  over  now  to  Maccdon  and  give  us  help  to-day.” 
Broad  ocean  rails  between  our  homes,  yet  spirits  are  akin; 
Wide  waters  cannot  quench  the  love  the  Christian  heart 
within. 

Our  prayer  was  to  the  Lord  of  Ho.sts — to  him  our  hearts 
were  spread; 

The  prayer  was  heard,  and  by  your  hands  he  sends  the 
daily  bread. 

Prayer,  that  can  pierce  the  highest  heaven,  can  reach 
beyond  the  sea; 

Hearts  that  may  never  know  your  names,  send  heartfelt 
thanks  by  me. 

The  blessing  of  the  voiceless  thought,  that  dies  upon  Ihe 
tongue; 

A blessing  on  your  matrons  fair,  and  on  your  maidens 
young; 

A blessing  be  above  your  path — a blessing  round  your 
bed — 

A blessing  on  the  stripling  brave,  and  on  the  hoary  head— 
A hlesiing  such  as  Christ  bestowed,  upon  your  children 
smtdl — 

A blessing,  “ere  the  sun  goes  down,’’  upon  you  one  and 
all— 

A blessing  on  your  fruitful  fields,  and  on  your  garnered 
store — 

Rich  blessings'rest  upon  your  friends,  now  and  for  ever- 
more. 

17  Berners  street,  London,  3d  April,  1847. 

*And  ilie  angel  said,  let  me  go,  for  the  day  breakelh; 
and  Isieal  said,  I will  not  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless 
me — Get),  chap.  xxii. 

t“And  a vision  appeared  unto  Paul  in  the  night. — 
There  stood  a man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed  him,  say- 
ing, Come  over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us.’’ 

N.  York  Irish  relief  committee.  The  amount 
of  money  received  is  ^110  234  71  The  donations 
in  breadstuff’s  §7,247  19.  About  §107.000  have  been 
sent  forw  ard,  uicluding  a bill  of  exchange  for  .t£3,000 
The  ninth  vessel  is  now  in  process  of  loading. 

New  Orleans.  The  fund  in  New  Orleans  for 
llie  rellefol  tliesufi'vring  peasantry  ol  Irelatid  amount- 
ed on  the  loth  instant  to  §25,534. 

Tile  fund  in  the  same  city  in  aid  of  the  destitute 
Highlanders  of  Scotland,  amounted  on  the  lOlh  inst. 
to  §4,7G3. 

Honesdale,  in  Pennsylvania,  Uie  great  depot  of 
Ihe  coal  extracted  by  the  Delaware  an  I Hudson 
Canal  Company,  bears  off  the  palm  in  its  contribu- 
tion. It  is  a small  town,  populous  indeed  with  busy 
and  warm  hearted  laborers,  who,  of  their  earnings, 


with  the  co-operation  of  other  citizens,  have  trans- 
mitted to  the  committee  men,  through  Z.  H.  Russell, 
one  thousand  dollars  as  a free  offering  for  the  inha- 
bitants of  Ireland.  Honesdale  has  herein  honored 
itself  in  a good  cause,  and  the  good  name  it  bears  is 
synoymovis  among  us  in  N.  York  with  all  that  is  iibe- 
ral  and  honorable — for  the  town  was  named  after 
Philip  Hoke,  esq.  then  president  of  the  canal  com- 
pany. 

The  steamboat  Mary  Washington  arrived  here 
from  Fredericksburg,  with  a full  cargo  of  freight, 
among  which  we  noticed  one  thousand  bags  of  corn, 
the  gratuitous  contribution  of  the  people  of  Frede- 
ricksburg and  the  vicinity,  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
fering poor  of  Ireland  and  Scotland.  I'he  bags  are 
new  and  made  strong,  and  contain  upwards  of  two 
bushels  each,  and  are  neatly  labelled  “contribution 
for  the  poor  of  Ireland”  or  “Scotland,”  according 
to  its  destination.  Mr.  Shaw,  the  agent  of  the  Mary 
Washington  at  Fredericksburg,  lent  his  active  aid 
in  the  management  of  this  really  munificent  contri- 
bution from  the  people  of  Fredericksburg.  It  was 
brought  to  this  city  by  the  Mary  Washington  free  of 
charge,  and  has  already  been  transferred  to  the  com- 
mittees charged  with  sending  it  to  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land.” [Balt.  Pal. 


MR.  CALHOUN  AND  THE  ANTI-SLAVERY 
PARTV. 


Having  a few  numbers  back  inserted  Mr.  Cal- 
houn’s speech  at  Charleston,  in  vv  hich  the  topic  of 
slavery  was  dwelt  upon  at  considerable  length,  our 
readers  will  of  course  be  desirous  to  see  what  is  said 
of  his  remarks  by  the  papers  on  the  other  side  of 
that  question. 

Incidents,  which  it  is  more  particularly  the  province 
of  this  journal  to  chronicle,  are  now  transpiring  of 
such  absorbing  interest,  as  to  leave  us  little  room 
for  argument,  yet  sometimes  arguments  ami  opinions 
are  so  essentially  connected  with  incidents  as  to 
become  an  essential  part  of  their  history. 

The  last  number  of  the  ^‘Jfational  ,9nti- Slavery 
Standard"  furnishes  us  with  a notice  of  Mr.  Calhoun 
and  of  his  Charleston  speech,  of  which  we  avail  for  the 
occasion.  The  writer  of  the  article  aims  his  shaft 
against  the  schismatics  from  what  he  deems  the  true 
anti-slavery  faith,  rather  than  against  Mr.  Calhoun, 
thereby  acquainting  us  with  some  of  the  differences 
which  exist  amongst  themselves  as  a party — as  well 
as  of  the  comparative  numerical  strength  of  their 
sects.  That  the  doctrines  of  the  school  to  which 
the  writer  belongs  may  be  understood,  we  prefix  a 
few  of  them  in  his  own  words. 

“I  intend  sometime  to  write  a letter,  in  support  of 
the  following  propositions — 1st.  That  the  U.  States 
constitution  is  a covenant  with  death  and  an  agree- 
ment with  hell.”  2d.  That  every  voter,  whig,  de- 
mocrat, or  liberty  party,  is,  whether  knowingly  or  not 
makes  no  difi’erence,  de  facto  a robber  and  murderer. 
3d.  That  the  American  church  is  “a  brotherhood  of 
thieves.”  4th.  That  what  is  called  Christianity  in 
America  is  a worse  religion  than  Paganism  or  Maho- 
metanism. My  propositions  standing  alone,  will 
doubtless  excite  only  a smile  among  those  for  w hose 
benefit  1 specially  intend  them — they  will  be  called 
mere  lanl  and  blackguardism;  hut  if  I can  bring  them 
in  as  the  conclusions  ol'  irrel'rogible  arguments,  I 
apprehend  a diff'erent  aspect.  This  I will  try  to  do, 
though  I am  aware  that  such  a letter  must  be  to 
many  of  your  readers  only  a letter  of  “truisms.” — 
Yet  1 should  have  in  view  another  class  of  your 
readers — the  haU  converted — those  who  cannot  go 
the  Liberator,  wiih  its  rough  and  unpleasant  way  of 
telling  the  truth,  and  its  ugly  print  of  “doings  at 
Washington,”  but  but  who  can  bear  a paper  that  is 
more  genteel  and  refined.  4'hese  are  people  of 
feeling  but  not  of  principle — whose  heart  is  bidding 
them  serve  God  and  do  their  duty  in  this  matter, 
but  whose  selfishness  gets  the  better  of  their  feelings, 
and  so  they  try  very  hard  to  serve  God  and  Mam- 
mon too,  and  read  the  Standard  as  a sort  of  salvo  to 
their  consciences,  and  a proof  that  they  are  as  much 
opposed  to  slavery  as  any  body.  I think  you  must 
have  a good  many  such  readers — men  who  continue 
to  vote  with  their  parties,  yet  do  it  with  an  uneasy 
CO.  science — hangers  on  of  the  church,  who  yet  more 
than  half  believe  in  its  liollowness  and  corruption, 
and  yet  again  afraid  to  break  with  it  openly,  lor 
fear  of  losing  their  “respectability.”  1 would  they 
were  either  hot  or  cold.  1 had  rather  they  would  do 
Ibeir  best  against  us  as  open  and  decided  opponents 
than  remain  there,  lukewarm,  undecided  donoUiings. 
We  are  not  afraid  of  any  oppositions.  We  cannot 
be  overcome,  for  trutli  is  wiili  us;  but  we  do  fear 
that  criminal  indifference,  that  sjys  1 go,  and  goes 
not.” 

One  of  the  main  points  at  present  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  abolition  sects,  is  vvliether  the  constitution 
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of  the  United  Slates  recognises  slavery.  One  parly 
maintain  that  it  does  not.  The  party  of  which  the 
“Standard”  is  the  organ,  insist  that  it  does,  and 
some  Haifa  dozen  columns  in  each  of  the  last  half 
dozen  numbers  of  that  paper  are  devoted  to  proofs 
and  arguments  to  establish  their  position.  They  de 
nounce  the  constitution  in  language,  of  which  the 
above  is  but  a sample.  Despairing  of  effecting  such 
an  amendment  of  it  as  to  suit  their  views,  they  are 
open  and  avowed  advocates  for  separation  of  the 
ONION.  Memorials  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
party  in  the  state  of  New  York  were  presented  to 
the  legislature  of  that  rtale  now  in  session,  a short 
time  since  praying  that  body  to  take  measures  for  a 
“pooceablo  secession  from  the  union”  which  memo- 
rials were  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee.  The 
committee  have  reported,  simply  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw.  The  ‘'Liberator"  says  of 
the  report — 

“The  committee  ditl  not  fail  to  grapple  with  the 
reasons  for  this  secession,  set  forth  in  the  petitions, 
because  they  cannot  be  successfully  refuted.  Each 
one  of  them  is  vital  and  impregnable.  It  they  could 
have  been  answered,  an  answer  would  have  been 
given,  and  with  singular  ability;  for  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Bell,  is  a man  of  much  intellectual  power  and  legal 
acumen.” 

The  leading  article  in  the  “Standard”  of  the  15th  , 
is  the  announcement  that  the  “Thirteenth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  American  Anti  Slavery  Society”  will  be 
held  at  the  Tabernacle,  Broadway,  New  York,  on  the 
lllh  of  May  next  and  continue  until  the  evening  of 
the  13th.  It  contains  a brief  exhortation  for  a ge- 
neral attendance,  which  thus  concludes. 

“All  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  friends  of  the 
slave  are  needed  to  arouse  the  country  to  a convic- 
tion that  the  only  safety  of  the  whole  people  is  in 
adopting  the  principle  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  of  J'Jo  miion  loilh  slave  holders!" 

Such  are  the  tenets  ol  a sect  of  which  the  organ 
thus  notices  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  Charleston  speech. 

“One  cannot  help  admiring  Calhoun  for  his  open, 
straight-forwardness.  He  knows  what  he  wants,  and 
takes  the  shortest  road  to  reach  it.  We  never  have 
two  faces — no  writing  of  one  letter  for  one  quarter 
and  another  for  another — no  Plymouth  rock  talk  for 
the  north,  and  “October  Sun”  talk  for  the  south. — 
Mr.  Calhoun  is  the  open  champion  of  slavery,  and  by 
it  he  means  to  live  or  die.  ’Tis  a pity  there’s  such  a 
thing  as  a difference  between  rignt  and  wrong  in  the 
world.  If  it  were  not  for  that  Mr.  Calhoun  would 
be  a great  and  successful  statesman.  His  only  dif- 
ficulty is — not  want  of  power,  not  want  of  honesty — 
it  is  simply  that  he  is  contending  with  the  laws  of 
God,  and  so  must  lose  his  labor. 

His  speech  is  very  instructive.  He  describes  and 
classifies,  with  great  truth,  the  people  of  the  north. 
He  has  made  but  one  mistake,  in  omitting  a class 
which  his  mind  furnished  him  with  no  means  of  un- 
derilanding,  or  even  of  perceiving.  He  speaks  of 
the  “abolition  party,”  as  if  there  were  none  but  po- 
litical, voting  abolitionists.  He  gives  them  more 
credit  for  thorough  principles  than  they  deserve,  and 
greatly  over-estimates  their  numerical  strength  in 
rating  them  at  five  per  cent,  of  northern  voters.  But  he 
should  learn  that  he  has  a far  stronger  opponent  at  the 
north  than  they;  an  opponent  utterly  insignificant  in 
point  of  numbers,  not  a half  nor  a tenth  per  cent,  and 
yet  an  opponent  that  is,  sooner  or  later,  to  bring  all 
his  councils  to  naught — an  opponent  so  small  as  to  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  vision,  and  yet  one  that  can 
rock  the  land  fron>one  end  to  the  other.  For  they 
have  the  truth  on  their  side,  and  their  power  lies  in 
being  her  unflinching  advocates,  and  her  uncompro- 
mising and  consistent  supporters.  For  the  same  rea- 
son that  Mr.  Calhoun  is  strong  because  he  is  the  con- 
sistent defender  ol  evil,  they  are  infinitely  stronger 
because  they  are  the  consistent  defenders  ol  good. — 
Because  the  conslilution  is  a slaveholdiiig  instrunient, 
they  refuse  to  support  or  recoguize  it,  and  by  that 
simple  act  of  consistency  they  exert  a power  greater 
then  any  number  of  inconsistent  voters.  Mr.  Cal- 
houn makes  a grievous  mistake  when  he  thinks  ttial 
all  the  “rabid  fanatics  who  think  Slavery  a sin,” 
ean  be  “couiteu”  into  supporting  one  or  tlie  other  of 
the  political  parties.  Tiiere  is  an  influence  here  at 
work  against  his  institution,  different  Irum  that, 
which  lie  knows  not  ol,  or  lio.v  to  measure. 

The  rest  ol  tiis  ciassiti'  ation  is  sagacious  and  cor- 
rect. He  thinks  the  class  small  at  the  north,  who 
really  deleiid  slavery,  and  looks  upon  it  as  “an  insi  iLu- 
lion,  and  the  only  one  by  w inch  two  i aces  so  dissimi- 
lar as  those  inhabiting  ttie  slaveholding  states  cun 
live  together  nearly  in  equal  nOinbers,  (?)  in  peace 
and  prosperity ,(!)  and  who  consider  tliat  its  aboli- 
tion would  end  in  the  extirpation  of  one  or  the  other 
race — who,  it  they  regard  slavery  as  an  evil,  regard 
it  so  in  the  abstract,  imt  as  government,  with  all  its 
burdens,  labor,  willi  all  its  toils,  punishment,  with 
all  Its  inffictiuns,  and  thousands  ot  dither  things  are 


evil  when  viewed  in  the  abstract,  but  far  otherwise 
when  viewed  in  the  concrete,  because  they  prevent 
a greater  amount  of  evil  than  they  inflict,  as  is  the 
case  with  slavery  as  it  exists  with  us!”  We  loo 
should  think  that  the  number  now  at  the  north  who 
can  honestly  believe  such  absurd  sophistry  is  very 
small  indeed. 

But  hear  his  description  of  the  third  class.  “The 
remaining  class  is  much  larger,  but  still  relatively,  a 
small  one,  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
but  possessing  great  activity  and  political  inlliienee 
in  proportion  to  its  numbers.  It  consists  of  the  poli- 
tical leaders  of  the  re-peclive  parties,  and  their  par- 
lizans  and  followers.  They  for  Ihe  most  part  are  per 
fectly  indifferent  about  abolition,  and  are  ready  to  take 
either  side,  for  or  against,  according  to  the  calculation  oj 
the  political  chances:  their  leading  object  being  to  carry 
the  elections,  especially  the  presidential,  and  thereby  re- 
ceive the  honors  and  emoluments  incident  to  power,  both 
in  the  federal  and  stale  governments."  And  again,  alter 
speaking  of  “the  Lowells  and  the  Walthams,”  “Bos- 
ton and  New  York,”  he  say.s:  “Fortunately  the  cru- 
sade against  our  domestic  institution  does  not  origi- 
nate in  hostility  of  interests.  If  it  did,  the  possibility 
of  arresting  the  threatened  danger,  anil  saving  our 
selves  short  of  a disruption  of  the  union,  (which  Mr. 
C.  knows,  none  better,  would  be  the  death  blow  to 
his  “domestic  institution,”)  would  be  altogether 
hopeless,  so  prominent  is  regard  for  interest  in  those 
states  over  all  other  considerations."  Right  Mr.  Cal- 
houn! Give  the  democrats  their  share  of  the  “spoils,” 
keep  the  pockets  of  the  whigs  full,  and  you  need  not 
despair  of  being  president.  Slavery  m ly  last  your 
day,  and  South  Carolina  may  have  Massachusetts  to 
kick  till  she  is  weary  of  the  exercise. 

Mr.  Calhoun’s  plan  cf  uniting  the  south  upon  the 
one  great  question,  and  on  bidding  the  liberty  party, 
“Young  Whigs,”  and  “Independents,”  of  the  north, 
is  a sagacious  one — indeed  the  only  one  left  to  them. 
The  next  issue  must  be  made  fairly  and  openly  on 
the  question  of  slavery,  and  the  south  knows  it.  God 
grant  that  this  time  the  north  may  be  faithful  to  her- 
self and  to  humanity,  that  she  may  go  no  further  in 
the  career  of  wickedness  and  dishonor.  A. 
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General  Orders,  No.  80. 

. Headquarters  of  the  Jlrmy, 

Vera  Cruz,  March  30,  1847. 

The  capture  of  this  well  fortified  city,  the  empo- 
rium of  Mexican  com  nerce,  with  the  castle  of  San 
Juan  d’Ulloa,  the  enemy’s  principal  fortress,  with 
5,000  prisoners,  and  as  many  stands  of  arms,  400 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a large  quantity  of  ordnance 
stores,  have  added  to  the  glory  of  the  American  arms 
acquired  elsewhere  in  this  war,  and  cannot  fail  to 
contribute  powerfully  to  an  early  peace — so  much 
desired  by  the  United  States. 

'I'hese  important  achievements  have  established  a 
new  base,  and  opened  a shorter  and  better  line  of 
operations  upon  the  enemy’s  capital  and  centre  of 
resources. 

The  general-in  chief  congratulates  the  army  he 
has  Ihe  honor  personally  to  command  upon  this  bril- 
liant opening  of  a new  campaign,  and  tenders  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates,  immediate  thanks  to  all 
the  corps — regular  and  volunteer,  including  a detach- 
ment of  marines,  under  Captain  Edson — which  form- 
ed the  line  of  investment,  and  prosecuted  the  selge  to 
its  happy  conclusion.  The  troops  have  borne  the 
heaviest  labors  in  camp  and  in  trenches  without  fai- 
lure or  murmur,  amidst  sand  storms  of  distressing 
frequency  and  violence; skirmishes  by  day  and  night, 
and  under  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy’s  heavy 
battel  ies  of  the  city  and  castle.  The  steadiness  and 
cheerfulness  of  officers  and  men,  under  the  circum 
stances,  are  worthy  ol  all  praise. 

The  general-m-chief  sincerely  regrets  that  he  can- 
not give  the  names  of  the  hundreds,  or  rather  the 
thousands,  to  whom  particular  thanks  are  due  on  the 
occasion.  He  can  only  enumerate  the  few  who  were 
isolated  by  rank  or  position,  as  well  as  by  noble  ser- 
vices Of  this  class  he  is  happy  to  name  Brevet  Bri- 
gadier General  Worth  (now  brevet  major  general) 
and  Brigadier  General  I’.viggs,  commanding  the  re- 
gular brigades;  Major  General  Patterson  (second  in 
command)  and  his  iliree  Brig.  Generals,  Pillow, 
Quitman,  and  Shields,  of  the  volunteer  division;  C-jI. 
Harney,  commander  of  the  regular  cavalry;  Colonel 
rotten,  chiel  of  engineers,  and  Col.  Bankhead,  chief 
of  artillery,  and  commander  of  the  batteries,  ably  as- 
sisted, in  succession,  by  other  field  officers  of  artille- 
ry; Captain  Huger,  acting  chief  of  ordnance,  much 
at  the  batteries,  and  assisted  ably  in  supplying  them, 
by  Captains  Cross  and  Jrwin,  l oth  of  the  quarter 


of  the  quartermaster’s  department;  Captain  Grayson, 
acting  chief  of  the  commissariat;  Surgeon  General 
Lawson,  and  the  personal  staff’  of  the  general-in- 
chief— Lieutenants  H.  L.  Scott,  Williams.  Scamnion, 
and  Lay — with  the  occasional  aid  of  Captains  Lee 
and  Johnson,  of  the  engineers  and  topographical  en- 
gineers, and  Capt.  Munroe,  acting  assistant  inspector 
general. 

To  the  comniissioneis,  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  Worth, 
Brig.  Gen.  Pillow,  and  Col.  I’otleii,  including  Capl. 
Aiilick,  of-the  navy,  who  so  ably  negotiated  and  ar- 
ranged the  terms  of  capitulation  with  the  enemy’s 
commissioners,  great  credit  is  also  severally  due  in 
that  distiiiel  cajiacity. 

Thanks  higher  than  those  of  the  general-in-chief 
have  been  also  earned  by  the  entire  liome  squadron, 
under  the  successive  orders  of  commodores  Conner 
and  Perry,  for  prompt,  cheerful,  ami  able  assistance 
from  the  arrival  of  the  army  off  this  coast.  Besides 
landing  troops  and  supplies,  and  the  strict  blockade 
of  this  port,  the  =mailer  vessels,  detached  by  Com- 
modore Perry,  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Capl.  Tattnall,  joined  for  a lime,  in  the  attack  upon 
the  city,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  being  sunk  by  the 
fire  of  the  castle;  and  the  land  battery  No.  5,  (called 
the  Naval,)  which  followed  Numbers  I,  2,  3 and  4, 
(served  by  the  army,)  at  the  end  of  two  days,  was 
exclusively,  after  being  prepared  by  the  engineers 
and  troops  of  the  army , armed,  manned,  and  com- 
manded out  of  tlie  squadron.  Tliia  battery,  in  the 
successive  tours  of  ttie  gallant  Captains  Aulick  and 
Mayo,  proved  itself  highly  effective. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott, 

11.  L.  SCO  r r,  A.  A.  A.  General 

General  Orders,  No.  87. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Vera  Cruz,  April  1st,  1817. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  provisions  of  printed 
general  orders.  No.  20,  proclaiming  martial  taw,  .tia- 
ny  undoubted  atrocities  have  been  committed  in  this 
neigliboi'hood,  by  a few  worthless  soldiers — both 
regulars  and  vuluiilecrs — which,  though  stamping 
dishonor  upon  the  whole  army,  remain  unpunislied, 
because  the  criminals  have  not  been  seized  and  re- 
ported by  eye  witnesses  of  tlie  atrocities. 

It  niusl  be  evident  to  all  who  honor  their  country 
or  respect  themselves,  that  law  and  order  cannot  be 
maintained,  in  the  army,  unless  every  good  soldier 
shall  give  his  personal  aid  to  authority.  This  was 
invited  and  expected  under  that  printed  order;  but 
cruel  have  been  the  disappoinlmeiils  of  the  general- 
iii-chief  and  all  the  good  offii  ers  and  soldiers  of  this 
army. 

Oiie  more  appeal  is  made  to  the  ninety-seven  hon- 
orable meij,  against,  perhaps,  llie  three  iiiiscreanls  m 
every  hundred.  Certainly , the  great  mass  ouglit  not 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  dishonored  by  a haiidlul  of 
scoundrels,  who  scout  all  religion,  murals,  law,  and 
diceiicy.  'i'herelore,  let  evei y bad  man  be  denounc- 
ed III  his  act  of  guilt,  seized,  and  repurl'.d  tor  trial, 
and  this  army  will  marcli  in  tnumpli,  and  be  every 
where  kindly  received  and  sujiplied  with  necessaries 
and  couilurts  by  tile  peaceable  and  uuofieiiduig  iiilia- 
bilaiils  ol  tlie  country. 

As  one  prtvenUve  to  ouliages — and  all  officers 
will  seek  to  ajipiy  others — no  man  will  be  allowed 
to  stray  i'rom  ms  camp  or  post,  in  future,  without  a 
icriHeri  permission,  and  110  such  permission  will  be 
given  to  any  soldier  not  known  to  be  sober  and  order- 
ly in  his  conduct.  This  restriction  upon  the  good  is 
me  first  evil  brought  upon  them  by  undetected  crimi 
nals. 

All  killing  of  cattle,  even  for  food,  and  all  seizing 
upon  poultry,  vegetables,  and  otlier  private  property, 
even  ui.uer  tlie  pretence  of  supplying  the  sick,  must 
uistaiilly  cease,  except  by  express  order  of  some  offi- 
cer of  tiigli  rank.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
to  supply  the  army  and  its  hospitals  by  purchase,  and 
iiidiviuual  officers  or  soldiers  must,  each,  purchase 
lor  himsell,  fairly  and  honestly,  as  at  home,  ail  com- 
forts, not  supplied  by  government. 

By  command  ol  Major  General  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCO  IT,  A.  A.  A.  General. 

General  Orders,  No.  91. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Veia  Ornz,  April  3,  1847. 

1.  The  first  infantry,  and  tlie  two  volunteer  com- 
panies temporarily  attached  to  Uie  first  division  of 
ri  gulars,  will,  upon  ihe  march  ol  Uic  army  lienee, 
remain  to  gairison  this  cily  and  liie  castle  ot  San 
Juan  de  Ulloa,  when  Brevet  Col.  Wilson,  assigned 
to  duly  according  to  ins  orevei,  will  uecome  the  gov- 
ernor and  commanding  officer  of  these  places.  In 
the  mean  tune  that  officer,  ny  arrangement  with  the 
present  governor  and  commander,  :i'ay,  wiili  tus  re- 
nf  the  actual  garrisons  as 
Accordingly,  he  vvill  report 


master’s  department;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hiichcock,  1 giinent,  relieve  so  much 
acting  tnspeclur  gem-,.'  il  ,.iaj.  'run.b'UI,  m-i chief  j siiaii  be  found  d.-sirable. 
of  topographical  engineers;  iviaj.  Mciiee,  acting  eiiiel  I in  person  lo  receive  orders  lor  his  reg uncut. 
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2 With  a view  to  a march  into  the  interior,  the 
bagijage  of  all  corps  and  officers  will  be  in  the  next 
tivo  days,  reduced  to  the  smallest  compass  and 
weight.  Not  more  than  three  common  tents  princi- 
pally for  arms  and  the  sick,  can  be  alloweil  for  the 
present,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  any  company;  and 
general  officers,  geneial  staff  and  field  officers,  will 
limit  them-elves  in  proportion.  All  surplus  baggage, 
public  and  private,  will,  accordingly,  be  properly 
packed,  marked,  and  turned  over  to  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  for  storage. 

3.  Requisitious  for  means  of  land  transportation 
(wagons,  pack,  and  draught  animals)  will  be  made 
upon  the  chief  quarlerciiasler,  by  divisions  and  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  other  branches  of  the  general  staff, 
subject  to  the  severest  r-'vision;  and  notice  is  now 
given  that  any  excess  of  baggage,  p iblic  or  private, 
will  be  rejected  and  thrown  aside  by  the  quartermas- 
ters and  their  agents,  at  the  lime  of  loading  up,  or  at 
any  lime  on  the  march  that  such  excess  may  be  de- 
tected. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  an  early  march  that 
all  public  means  of  transportation  — wagons,  carts, 
horses,  and  mules,  « ith  their  harness,  saddles,  bri- 
dles, halters,  and  pack  saddles — no  v in  the  use  of 
the  corps,  or  in  the  hands  of  individual  officers  and 
men,  should,  without  delay,  he  turned  over  to  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  which  has  instructions 
to  reloan  three  or  four  horses,  in  as  many  extreme 
cases,  fur  a very  short  lime  longer.  This  order  in- 
cludes all  such  animals  as  may  be  held,  under  the 
pretence  of  capture,  or  purchase,  since  the  army 
landed  near  the  city.  Captured  properly  is  always 
held  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  generally,  and  no 
purchase  can  be  respected  unless  witnessed  and  ap 
pioved  at  the  time  by  a general  officer  or  commander 
of  a brigade — inasmuch  as  if  the  properly  be  stolen 
by  tlie  seller,  it  will  certainly  be  restored,'  or  paid 
for  by  the  United  Stales,  on  demand  and  proof  on  the 
part  of  the  rightful  owner. 

5.  [f  the  foregoing  directions  be  not  complied 
willi,  fully,  before  tomorrow  night,  measures  will 
be  taken,  however  reluctantly,  to  seize  every  object 
designated  above,  and  throw  the  burden  of  proving  a 
just  private  title,  upon  the  possessor  of  the  property. 

By  eomuiand  ol  IVlajor  General  Scott: 

H.  L SCO  TT,  A.  A.  A.  General. 


DETAU-S  OF  THE  OPBRATIONS  BEFORE  VERA  CRCZ. 

Headquarters  of  the  Jlrmy, 

Vera  Cruz,  April  6,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  by 
direction  ol  the  eeneral  in  chief,  reports  of  subordi- 
nate commanders,  concerning  the  operations  of  the 
army  before  Vera  Cruz,  together  with  a list  of  the 
killed  and  wouiuled  during  those  operations,  and 
general  orders  Mo.  80,  winch  the  general  in  chief  has 
a-k  d the  secretary  of  war  to  consider  Ins  detailsd 
report. 

lain  very  respeclfolly,  your  obs'lient  servant, 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  U.  S-  A., 

Washington  city. 

Jlrlilltry  Headquarters, 

Camp  Washington,  Marcti  24,  J847 — 5,  p.  tn. 

Sir.  Since  my  report  of  this  date  of  operation  in 
the  batteries  up  to  4 o’clock,  a.  m.,  the  hour  when 
the  troops  are  relieved,  I have  to  state  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general  in  chief  that  the  enemy  opened 
a bri-k  fire  on  our  batteries  soon  after  sunrise  this 
morning,  without  any  etfecl;  but  about  10  o’clock, 
most  of  their  batteries  were  again  opened  on  us. 
and  one  man  of  company  2nd  artillery,  was 

killed  at  battery  No.  1,  and  three  men  were  severely, 
wounded. 

A shell  fell  into  battery  No.  3,  where  four  men  of 
company  “F.”  2d  artillery,  were  slightly  wounded. 
The  shell  fell  on  one  of  the  mortars,  breaking  the 
mortar  bed  and  throw  iiig  the  mortar  thirty  leet  from 
the  platform — aiuutier  mortar  bed  can  be  obtained 
from  ilie  ordnance  depot,  and  the  mortar  will  be  re- 
mounleJ. 

We  have  been  restrained  by  the  want  of  shells 
from  throwing  more  than  one  every  five  minutes 
during  the  day.  A full  supply  will  be  in  place  to- 
night, and  as  soon  as  it  is  dailc  enough  to  send  them 
to  the  batteries  w iUiout  being  observed  by  the  en- 
emy. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Colonel  second  arlillrey,  chief  of  Artillery. 
Lieut.  H.  L.  Scott,  acting  adjutant  general,  army 
headquarters. 

Artillery  Headquarters, 
Camp  WashiiigUui,  March  24,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  rcpurl  for  'fie  inlormation 
of  the  general  in  chief,  lhai  on  the  22d  instant,  and 


as  soon  as  the  chief  engineer  had  reported  that  the 
batteries  were  siiffieiently  advanced  to  receive  seven 
mortars,  I placed  that  number  in  battery.  By  two 
o’clock  on  that  day  I was  prepared  to  open  the 
fire  upon  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  At  quarter  past  4 
1 received  the  order  of  the  general  in  chief  to  com- 
mence firing  on  the  city,  and  the  batteries  Nos  1,  2, 
and  3 were  opened  with  great  animation  and  appa 
rent  effect. 

From  the  moment  the  batteries  opened  on  the  af 
ternoon  of  the  22d  instant,  the  fire  has  been  incessant 
day  and  night. 

On  the  22d,  and  during  the  night,  battery  No.  1 
was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brooks,  of  the 
2d  artillery;  battery  No.  2,  under  the  charge  of  Lieut. 
Shackelford,  of  the  2d  artillery,  and  battery  No.  3, 
under  the  charge  ofCapt.  Vinton,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
and  until  the  hour  of  his  death,  about  6 o’clock,  p. 
m , when  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Vanv- 
liet,  3d  artillery. 

The  severe  loss  to  the  army  by  the  death  of 
Captain  Vinton,  was  the  only  loss  we  sustained  on 
the  first  day.  Several  of  the  men  were  slightly 
wounded. 

The  fire  from  the  city  and  from  the  castle  on  our 
batteries,  with  shot,  shells  and  rockets,  has  been  in- 
termitted, but  w ith  very  brief  periods,  since  we  open- 
ed our  batteries;  and  'r  e must  ascribe  our  safely,  un- 
der such  a constant  and  lieavy  fire,  to  the  skill  and 
science  of  the  officers  of  engineers  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  batteries. 

From  the  morning  of  the  23d  to  this  morning,  the 
batteries  have  been  ir  charge  of  Capt.  McKenzie,  of 
the  2d  artillery,  and  Capt.  Anderson  and  Brev.Capt. 
Taylor  of  the  3d  artillery. 

Yesterday,  about  12  o’clock,  m.,  I was  able  to 
place  three  more  mortars  in  battery,  but  owing  to 
the  highness  of  the  wind,  the  shells  could  not  be  land- 
ed from  the  store  ship,  and  our  fire  to  this  lime  has 
been  very  moderate,  not  exceeding  one  fire  in  every 
five  minutes. 

Last  night  I succeeded  in  moving  three  24-pound- 
er guns  to  battery  No.  4,  with  the  necessary  am- 
munition and  implements  which  have  been  placed  in 
battery. 

One  more  24  pounder  and  two  8 inch  howitzer* 
will  be  moved  out  to  night,  and  lo-murrow  morn- 
ing, (as  we  shall  doubtless  obtain  a supply  of  shells 
to-day,  the  storm  having  abated  sufficiently  to  land 
them,)  1 shall  be  able  to  open  the  four  batteries 
with  ten  mortars,  four  24-pounders,  and  two  8-inch 
howitzers,  v\iiti  increased  effect, 'and  renewed  vigor. 

1 can  bear  testimony,  from  personal  observation,  to 
the  skill  and  gallantry  ol  all  the  officers  detailed  on 
arlillery  service  under  my  direction,  and  of  the 
cheerfulness  and  sleadine-sof  the  men  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  laborious  duties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Col.  2d  artillery,  chief  of  artillery. 
Lieut.  Scott,  acting  Adjutant  General,  Army  Head- 

quai  ters. 

JirtilUry  Headquarters, 

Camp  Vt’asliington,  March  25,  1847,  8j  o’clock. 

Sir:  Since  my  reports  to  army  headquarters  at  7 
o’clock,  p.  m.,  last  night,  I have  to  slate  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general  in  chief  that  during  last 
night  a continued  filing  from  our  batteries,  and  with 
some  increased  rapidity  from  what  it  had  been  dur- 
ing Uie  day,  was  kept  up,  with  what  damage  to  the 
city  IS  not  known,  further  than  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  a building  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the  church 
es,  and  the  almost  certainty  that  every  shell  fell  into 
the  city. 

in  the  course  of  the  night  one  additional  24-pound- 
er ami  two  8-inch  howitzers,  with  a supply  of  ammu 
iiilion,  were  transported  Irorn  the  ordnance  depot  to 
battery  No.  4,  and  were  placed  in  battery,  except 
one  of  the  8-inch  howitzers,  which  has  not  been 
placed  in  position,  as  the  platform  for  it  has  not  yet 
been  finished. 

The  battery  of  four  24-pounders  and  one  8 inch 
howitzer  opened  the  fire  upon  the.  city  about  seven 
o’clock,  a.  m.,  to-day,  and,  with  the  three  mortar 
batteries,  have  kept  a constant  and  rapid  fire  until 
late  this  afternoon,  when  the  firing  temporarily  ceas 
ed  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  a white  flag  to 
and  from  the  city. 

1 he  firing  to  day  has  evidently  been  very  destruc- 
tive to  the  city,  and  several  liousis  have  been  des- 
troyed by  fire. 

Four  additional  platforms  for  mortars  have  been 
constructed  to  day,  and  will  receive,  before  the 
morning,  that  number  of  mortars,  whicti  will  be  sent 
out  to-night,  and  will  be  ready  to  be  opened  on  the 
city  early  to-morrow. 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  send  out  to  the 
Ireni  iies  to-night  a full  supply  of  ammuiiilioii.  With 
fourteen  mortars,  four  24-poiiiid  guns,  and  two  8-inch 


howitzers,  a decided  and  effective  impression  must 
be  made  on  the  city  to-morro  v. 

N‘>  accident  or  injury  to  any  person  in  the  batteriei 
and  trenches  has  occurred  to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obe- 
dient servant,  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Colonel  chief  of  Artillery. 

Lieut.  H.  L Scott,  acting  Adj.  General,  army  bead* 

quarters. 

Jirtillery  Headquarters, 
Camp  Washington,  March  28,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  already  reported  to  army  headquarters 
the  operations  in  (he  trenches  and  batteries  up  to  5 
o’clock,  p ra.  of  the  24ih  instant. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th,  another24  pounder,  and 
two  8 inch  howitzers  were  transported  from  the  ord- 
nance depot,  to  battery  No.  4,  and  the  24  pounder, 
and  one  of  the  howitzers  were  placed  in  battery;  the 
platform  for  the  other  howitzer  not  being  fi.iished; 
and  by  8 o’clock  on  the  25th  they  were  ready  with 
the  other  three  24  pounders,  to  open  the  fire  upon  the 
city.  The  fire  from  this  battery  was  continued,  with 
but  very  little  interruption,  the  whole  of  the  day 
(the  25lh)  with  signal  effect,  and  from  the  opening 
of  this  battery  at  8 o’clock,  a.  m.  to  1 o’clock  p.  ra., 
the  enemy  kept  up  a brisk  and  well  directed  fire  upon 
it  of  shot  and  shells;  many  of  the  shot  passing  through 
the  embrasures,  but  fortunately  no  injury  was  sus- 
tained from  them. 

The  mortar  which  had  been  dismounted  was  re- 
placed, and  a full  supply  of  shells  was  received  dur- 
ing the  night.  All  the  mortar  batteries  continued  a 
moderate  fire  during  the  night,  the  fire  being  limited 
to  one  in  every  five  minutes,  until  early  next  morn- 
ing, (the  25lh,)  when  the  firing  was  increased  to  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty  discharges  of  shells  and  shot 
per  hour,  and  continued  to  about  3 or  4 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  passage  of  a while  flag  caused  a 
cessation  of  the  firing  for  an  hour  or  two.  It  was 
again  renewed,  and  continued  all  night,  and  to  about 
8 o’clock,  a.  m.  on  the  26ih,  when  the  firing  was 
stopped  from  all  of  the  batteries,  by  order  from  head- 
quarters, 111  consequence  of  an  offer  of  the  authori- 
ties ol  the  city  to  capitulate. 

During  the  26ih  platforms  for  four  additional  mor- 
tars were  cuiisiructcd,  and  that  number  of  mortars 
was  placed  in  battery,  vvliicb  increased  the  number 
of  mortars  in  battery  to  fourteen.  The  tioops 
remained  inactive  during  this  day,  the  weather  being 
too  tempestuous  even  to  repair  the  damage  made  by 
the  high  wind. 

On  the  27lh,  the  men  were  employed  in  removing 
the  sand  from  the  trenches,  which  had  been  nearly 
tilltd  up  by  the  moving  of  it  by  the  wind. 

The  engineers  constructed  this  day  three  more 
platforms  lor  mortars,  and  the  mortars  were  being 
moved  out  in  ihe  afternoon,  when  they  were  ordered 
back  to  the  ordnance  depot,  as  being  then  unneces- 
sary. 

'J'his  day,  the  28tb,  the  artillerists  are  still  in 
position  at  the  batteries,  and  everyitiing  in  perfect 
readiness  for  any  service  that  ceil  be  required  there. 

I estimate  the  number  of  shot  and  shells  discharg- 
ed from  the  balteries  at  about  two  thousand  five 
hundred,  but  have  not  yet  received  an  official  re- 
port from  the  chief  of  ordnance  of  the  exact  number 
used. 

Having  had  the  honor  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
coniiiianu,  and  having  been  almost  continually  in  ihe 
trenches,  from  the  22d  instant,  when  the  balteries 
were  opened  upon  Uie  city,  to  a late  hour  yesterday 
afternoon,  when  hostilities  ceased  and  having  had 
arduous  duties  to  perform,  1 have  to  acknowledge 
the  able  support  1 tiave  received  from  the  officers  of 
every  neparimeiil  of  the  service;  from  the  artillery 
officers  lor  their  cheerful  and  skillul  management  of 
Uie  guns  in  the  balieiies;  from  the  active  chief  of 
ordnance,  Capt.  Huger  and  other  officers  of  ordnance, 
lor  their  nausl  efficient  aid,  from  the  officers  ol  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  (particularly  Crptain 
Gross,  and  Captain  Irwin,)  lor  their  promptness 
in  lufwardmg  the  oidiiauce  and  supplies  to  the 
naileries;  ami  1 have  witnessed  with  much  admira- 
tion the  high  prolessioiial  intelligence  and  untiring 
exertion  of  liie  engineer  officers  on  duty,  in  the 
ireiiehes. 

1 should  nol'omit  to  mention  that  two  young  offi- 
cers ol  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  Lieuts. 
Derby  and  HardcasUe,  volunteered  to  serve  m the 
treiiclies,  and  did  serve  well  and  gallaoUy  lor  twen- 
ty-four hours. 

My  adjutant,  Lieut.  Nichols,  was  always  in  attend- 
ance vviiii  me,  and  prompt  and  active  in  every  duly 
required  of  him. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Colonel  and  Chiel  of  Arlillery. 
Lieutenant  H.  L.  ScoU,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Army  Head- 
quarters. 
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Heatl^ttnrteni.  Regiment  J\Id.  Rijletnfn^ 

Caiup  al  Verzara,  Marcli  24,  1847. 

Yeslerday  a number  nf  Mexicain  were  reporled  to 
have  been  seen  up  the  Puebla  road,  and  to  day,  after 
dinner,  1 delaclie<l  Lieut  Roberts  with  his  company 
(C)  to  proceed  in  tiiat  direction,  and  crossing  low 
ards  the  sea,  to  return  by  the  beach.  About  2t,  miles 
from  this,  near  the  Puente  del  Med.o,  he  discovered 
tix  men,  who  displayed  a white  fla'  and  invited  him 
to  approach.  Supposing  they  would  surrender  on 
discovering  his  force,  he  met  them  on  the  bridge,  but 
found  they  had  the  same  expectation  from  him;  and 
discovered  that  they  were  several  hundred  strong  on 
the  ridge  which  commanded  the  bridge  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  Uncertain  who‘  was  his  strength,  they 
permitted  him  withdraw  undercover  of  the  height 
Qp  (hto  side;  while  they  still  displayed  the  white  flag; 
from  which  position  he  sent  infoimalion  to  camp  of 
what  had  occurred.  By  the  general’s  direction  i 
marched  to  his  support  with  about  200  men.  On  ap- 
proaching the  place,  we  advanced  to  reconnoitre, 
when  the  enemy  opened  a fire  of  musketry  from  a 
large  body,  stationed  on  either  side  of  the  road,  on 
the  hill  rising  from  the  f.irlherend  of  the  Puente  del 
Medio,  a handsome  stone  structure  thrown  across  a 
small  stream  of  fresh  water,  running  into  the  river 
Antigua.  The  bridge  w as  barricaded  with  abatlis, 
and  entrenclunenls  thrown  upon  the  heights. 

I directed  Lieut.  Roberts  to  display  in  the  chapar- 
ral to  our  right,  and  crossing  below,  to  turn  their  left, 
while  Captoin  Pope,  with  two  companies,  crossed 
above  and  turning  their  left,  advancing  the  remainder 
by  the  road  and  bridge. 

Lieut  Roberts  having  before  been  over  the  grour.d, 
reached  their  left  first,  and  drove  them  with  great 
spirit  fro  u their  position. 

We  pursued  them  auout  a mile,  when  sunset  in 
duced  me  to  halt,  and  recalling  the  skiriiiisners,  we 
returned  to  camp  about  seven  o’clock.  We  had  four 
men  severely  wounded,  1 hope  not  dangerously — two 
sergeants  ami  two  privates. 

We  found  tliree  dead  Mexicans  in  the  pursuit;  but 
the  contest  having  been  in  the  bushes,  others  may 
have  escaped  notice.  An  officer  wounded,  as  was 
supposed  morlally,  was  passed  in  the  pursuit,  but  on 
our  return  the  place  coulu  not  be  found. 

1 have  great  satisfaction  in  speaking  of  the  prorap- 
liliide  and  spirit  evinced  by  the  whole  command;  but 
the  activity  and  gallatilry  evinced  by  Lieul.  Roberts 
and  the  two  subalterns  serving  witti  him  on  this  oc- 
casion— Bvi.  2'J  Lieuts.  Maury  and  Hatch — deserve 
particular  notice. 

We  took  four  muskets  and  many  cartridges. 

The  enemy  were  estimated  to  oe  over  two  hun- 
dred ami  filly  men,  and  supposed  to  be  an  advariccU 
parly  ot  a lorce  ol  some  strength,  collecting  between 
us  and  the  Puente  Nacional.  Your  uhedieiit  serv’l  , 
PER81FER  F.  SMI  I'H,  Colonel. 
Lieutenant  W.  1 . H.  Brooke,  A.  A.  A.  General,  2d 

Brigade. 

Camp  Washington,  before  Vera  Cruz, 
Maicli  28tli,  1847. 

Sir:  Before  leaving  camp  with  the  despalciies  in 
which  you  mlurm  the  Presideiilol  the  United  Slates 
of  the  brilliant  success  which  has  aiteiiUeU  your  at 
lack  upon  this  ciiy  and  the  castle  of  Sau  Juan  de 
Ulloa,  1 seize  a iiioiuenl  to  suiicii  your  uUentioii  to 
the  merits  and  services  ui  the  ollicers  ol  engineers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  attack. 

It  Itieie  be  any  ini', g m the  pusiuun,  form,  and  ar- 
railgeinent  ol  the  trenoiies  anu  halteries,  or  in  the 
Diaiiuer  ol  their  exeouUon,  worthy  ot  commendation, 
it  lb  due  to  the  ability,  devotion  and  uiireiiiitliiig  zeai 
of  these  oliiecfb.  Bj  cxuuoidiuary  and  unsparing 
ellorts,  they  v;tre  enabled,  leu  as  incy  were,  lo  ac- 
Cumpilsij  the  . IK  ol  . .ai,j;aiid  so  laras  Ihe  success 
ol  your  o,ieiaiioiis  bcloie  liiis  eily  depeinted  on  )a- 
bo(S  pecui  ai  In  uieii  cui  jjs,  no  vvoius  ol  mine  can 
ovenaie  their  services. 

The  utliceis  ilics  eiiHaged  are  .Maj,  John  L.  Smith, 
Captains  K.  E.  Lee  and  John  Sanders;  tiibl  Lieule- 
naiils  J.  L.  iViasoii,  P.  G.  J'.  Beaui\gaid,  anu  J.  J. 
Stevens;  second  Lieuts.  zj.  B.  l ower  and  G.  W. 
Siiiilh;  Brevet  secono  Liculs.  G.  B.  ...cClelluii  and 
J.  G.  Foster. 

The  obligation  lies  upon  me  also  lo  speak  of  the 
highly  meiilorious  deportmenl  and  valuable  services 
of  the  sappers  aiiU  mineis  altaencd  lo  the  expediiioii. 
Strenuous  as  were  itieir  excriions,  their  iiumoer 
proved  to  oe  loo  lew,  ni  eouiparison  with  our  need 
of  such  aid.  Had  their  iiumuer  Oeeii  lourlold  great- 
er, itiere  is  no  douui  the  labors  ol  liie  army  would 
have  been  materially  lessened,  and  Ihe  result  expe- 
dited. 1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  G.  TOT  l EN, 

^ _ Ccloiiti  aim  C'hitl  Engineer, 

olej.  Gen.  W.  SroU,  comiuandii.g  tne  uimy  ol  the 

U.  States,  Mexico. 


Headquarters  2i/  Brigade  of  Ike  Jirmxj, 

Camp  al  Vergara,  near  Vera  Cruz, 

March,  15, 1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  the  ucrurri'nces  in 
which  my  brigade  lias  been  concerned  since  tiic 
commencement  of  the  march  from  tlie  place  of  de- 
barkation until  now. 

The  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 llli  instant,  the  regiment  oT  mounted 
riflemen  leading.  After  passing  the  position  of  llie 
1st  brigade,  the  1st  squadron  of  riHemen,  composed 
of  Ihe  companies  ol  Captains  Loring  an  1 Alason,  un- 
der the  command  of  Maj.  Sumner,  2J  dragoons,  was 
sent  foru ard  as  an  advanced  guard.  On  crossing 
the  railroad,  the  advanced  guard  took  Ihe  direct 
way  over  the  hills,  lint  this  being  impassable  f,r  the 
artillery,  the  rest  of  the  brigade  with  Ihe  pieces  was 
obliged  to  mi  ke  a dcioiir  lo  llie  left.  On  passing  the 
position  of  General  Pillow's  brigade,  Brevet  C.iplain 
Alburlis,  2d  iiilanlry,  and  one  private  of  ritleiiien, 
were  killed  by  a round  sliot,and  two  privates  wound- 
ed. Major  Sumner  liaviiig  passed  some  distance 
beyond  the  position  occupied  by  the  volunteers,  was 
opposed  by  the  enemy’s  ligtit  troops,  whom  he  drove 
off,  and  hailed  near  a small  ranch,  -when  the  rest  of 
the  brigade  joined  liim  and  proceeded  lo  clear  the 
ground  lo  be  occupied  by  iny  brigade. 

The  advance  drove  llie  enemy’s  skirmishers  before 
it,  receiving  without  loss  their  fire,  until  it  arrived  al 
the  Orizaba  road.  On  passing  the  road,  a parly  of 
horsemen  were  perceived  stationed  on  it  to  onr  left 
Captain  Sanderson’s  company  mounted  riflemen  was 
detached  lo  attack  them,  being  supported  by  Capl. 
Simonson’s  company  ol  the  same  regiment.  He  drove 
them  off,  killing  two  captains — one  of  lanceurs,  and 
the  oilier  of  the  auxiliary  guard  of  Jalapa,  named  J. 
Plaios.  In  this  affair,  private  Weller,  ofCapt.  San- 
derson’s company,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh 
by  an  escopetle  ball. 

Having  driven  these  parlies  all  off,  the  briga  le 
took  its  position  in  line,  extending  as  far  tow  ards  tile 
Jalapa  road  on  the  beach  as  the  sliength  of  the  brig- 
ade would  allo.v,  and  bivouacked  till  the  morning  of 
the  J3lh,  vvtieii  we  look  up  the  line  of  iiiarcti  towards 
the  sea — Major  Sumner  again  commanding  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  Composed  ol  the  lelt  wing  oi  the  rifle 
regiment.  Making  a considerable  detour  lo  the  lelt 
lo  avoid  some  ponds  ol  water,  I arrived  about  noon 
on  the  great  road  leading  to  llie  city  of  Mexico.  On 
coming  out  here,  Lieutenant  Robert’s  company 
mounted  riflemen  leaning,  a parly  of  iiiouiiied  men 
was  discovered.  Alter  a short  skiriiiish  itie  enemy 
were  dispersed,  my  men  receiving  no  injury.  I'lie 
beau  01  the  column  arrived  al  Us  pieseni  position  on 
the  beach  al  Uie  village  ol  Vergara,  about  two  and 
a hall  miles  Irvjui  Vera  Cruz,  a lew  minutes  alter  J2 
o’clock. 

1 would  commend  lo  particular  notice  the  conduct 
ol  Major  Sumner,  2u  Uragooris.  His  skill  and  cool 
ness  inspired  those  uiiUer  bis  command  with  tlm 
luiiesl  cuiifluence,  unu  gave  to  Ihi  ui  llie  bearing  ot 
old  soldiers.  1 tie  ofiioers  and  men  ol  all  liie  com- 
panies engaged  gave  enure  salislaelion. 

All  miporiaiu  mail,  winch  1 had  the  honor  to  trans- 
inti  lo  the  neauquariers  ol  the  army  this  iiiorning  b, 
Capl.  Taylor,  was  taken  last  night  Dy  v-yapl.  tViagrnd- 
cr,  1st  ai  lillery,  w lio  was  in  coiiiiuaiid  ol  one  ol  the 
supporting  coo. panies  sent  out  ycsteiUay  inoriiing  lo 
skiiinisli  in  the  i.onl  ol  my  brigade  luvvai'us  ibetiiy. 
1 be  mail  carrier  was  sbul  al,  and  issup,mscU  lo  have 
Ueeii  wounueu.  Hia  l.uise,  lial,  and  cloak  were  Icil 
on  itie  gruunu  at  ine  place  wnere  lie  was  lircd  at, 
and  the  man  along  uiUi  ihese  tffecls.  Capiam  Ma- 
gruder  dtsei  ves  piaise  lor  Ins  zeal  and  good  coi.ducl 
in  Ihis  atiair. 

[llie  list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  found  un- 
der the  general  iieao.J 

1 am,  sir,  veiy  lespcellully,  your  obedient  serv’l., 
L>.  E.  1 VVJGCS, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Army. 

Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

Division  Headquarters,  Camp  Washwgton, 

Aear  Vera  Cruz,  Maieli  14  lo47. 

Sir:  In  accoi  uai.ee  w ilh  inslruclioiis  Irom  .he  l.ead- 
quarieisol  llie  army,  1 have  now  the  honor  to  re- 
poll  what  part  was  laktii  Uy  my  oiiision  in  Ihe  ope- 
lallorisol  Uie  JOili  and  Illli  iiislani;  being  tlie  ti.sl 
and  second  days  ol  ll.'e  inveslmenl  ol  the  ciiy  of  Vera 
Cruz. 

Oil  the  morning  of  the  fOih,  my  division  moved 
Irom  the  point  oi  laounig  Ueiuw  me  cny,  in  a i\ . VV. 
diitcllon  over  lt:c  sai.U  l.ilis,  and  t.aung  passed  ll.e 
ground  occupied  by  Brig.  General  VVorili’s  brigaUe, 
wbicb  loriiied  llie  riglil  ol  liie  line,  1 deiached  Brig. 
Gen.  Pillow,  wiib  llie  1st  and  2d  'I'emiessee,  and  llie 
Isl  and  2d  Pennsy  Ivuioa  i B,^iiiienla,  Irom  ihe  heigliis 
ovcriucknig  it.e  Eagiii.e  Malidian,  to  dis.odge  me 
enemy  who  lielo  an  Oid  i.uiiuiiig  near  toe  ueau  ol 
liial  laguno  and  itie  cl.aparral  in  rear  of  it;  and  al 


the  same  time  I broiigl.t  to  the  cre.sl  of  llie  most  ad- 
vanced -sand  lull  one  piece  of  Captain  Taylor’s  field 
battery,  with  wliioh  Lieul.  French  was  ordered  lo 
open  a fire  upon  Ihe  magazine,  (a  large  and  siroiv>- ' 
Slone  building  in  rear  of  the  city)  which  also  was  oc- 
copied  by  the  enemy, 

A few  6 pounder  shot  well  delivered,  sufficed  lo 
diive  from  Ihe  magazine  the  parly  who  occupied  it; 
and  a few  moments  after.  General  Pillow,  liaving 
penetrated  the  chaparral,  encountered  the  Mexican 
Iiilanlry  in  Ihe  vicinity  of  the  ruined  building,  where 
after  some  sliai  p firing,  he  drove  them  with  loss,  one 
officer  and  three  men  liaving  been  left  on  the  field. 
He  now  opened  his  way  through  the  chaparral  and 
pushing  on  with  the  1st  Tennessee,  regiment  (C  ilonel 
Campbell)  gained  possession  of  the  magazine,  in 
which  were  found  a large  number  of  signal  rockets 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  tioxes  of  setirapnel  shot. 
Leaving  Col.  Campbell  to  hold  this  poiiu,  tie  moved" 
on  with  the  21  Tennessee  regiment,  (Col.  Haskell,) 
and  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment  (Col.  Wynkoop) 
against  a body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  occupying  the 

railroad  at  us  inlersecliun  with  the  Medellin  road. 

Here  Ibe  enemy  was  again  driven,  and  lie  was  now 
pursued  through  a dense  chaparral,  and  over  a rug. 
ged  counliy  lo  the  crest  of  the  lulls  S.  W.  of  ihe  ciiy 
On  these  hills  the  enemy  rallied  and  made  a show  of 
resistance;  but  he  was  compelled  as  before  to  retire 
as  our  troops  steadily  advanced,  until,  completely 
rouleii,  he  souglit  shelter  under  the  guns  of  tire  city 
The  two  regiments  last  named,  a iliough  exposed  to" 
fire  Irom  the  guns  of  the  city,  blvoua.ked  on  these 
lieiglits. 

General  Pillow  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Pennsylvania  regiuieuts,  and  the  ollicers  of  his  per- 
sonal staff.  * 


Gen.  Quiliiian,  wilN,  ilie  Georgia  and  Soutii  Caruliira 
regiments,  and  seven  co.i.pai.ies  of  the  Alabama  re- 
giinent,  lo  relieve  the  Tennesseeans  uiid  Pennsy  I va- 
■Ilians,  who  had  been  win, out  water  during  llienmht. 
j a Iso  d II  ecled  Bi  igadier  Gen.  Shields  w an  the  New 
Yolk  legimenl  and  Uiiee  companies  of  the  fourth  Il- 
linois regiment  lo  n.ove  forward  a,.d  hold  biinselfin 
readiness  lo  take  his  posiiiun  as  soon  as  1 hud  recuii- 
iioiiied  the  ground.  1 then  moved  loruard  with 
Quiim.  ii  s brigade.  Al  Ihe  moriienl  this  brigade  w as 
relieving  the  rcgiinenls  above  nam.d,  Uie  e.ic.iy’s 
Iiilanlry  advanced  and  commenced  fi,i„,.  „„ne  ilie 
balieriesol  the  city  opened  a luisk  ean’riunaUc  on 
our  posiiioii.  the  Mexiean  n.iai.iry  ..eicfimig  at 
long  dislaiices.  1 ll.eitlore  ordeie.i  Gen.  Quuiian 
to  lliiovy  lonyaid  a parly  ol  riflemen  under  Captain 
Uavisol  the  Georgia  regimenl,  lu  Uri„g  uii  eii- 
gagtmenl  al  closer  quarteis,  direuung  cat  he  sl.-.uld 
Uesu,po,Ud  hy  Eieui  Col.  U„  kesoo,  m,d  alajur 
Giudiiei.  ol  ihe-buulti  Carolina  regimen.,  (wic  uvo 
companies  eael,,)  against  acnaige  oi  l..oceis  wlio 
hovered  upon  their  right  ami  iroiil.  This  disposition 
was  baousomely  exec. led,  and  a very  spiriieu  skir- 
11. iBi,  ensued,  which  resulleu  m uiiving  the  enemy 
wiin  los.-,  as  on  every  other  occasimi.  anu  ce  nurse-, 
and  aims  ol  Ihree  lancers  were  Uio..gnt  in  oy  Capt. 

avis.  1 regitl,  in  ci,  affair,  lo  report  Lieut.  Col. 
U.ckeiison  aim  iig  the  wounded. 

t he  same  day  a smalf  detaefunent  of  the  New 
Yuik  leginienl  (Gen.  Shield’s  Ol  igade)  was  engaged 
..an  about  an  equal  number  ol  ihe  enemy  vwLii 
they  drove  inlo  die  city.  Agam.  on  ihe  J3ih  a 
sc.  Uling  paity  Ol  Ihe  same, eg.ment  Wasailavkcdby 
a deiael.i.ieni  o,  lancers,  whom  uiey  delealed  wilh 
itie  lus-s  ol  two  men.  "un 

In  all  these  allairs  every  officer  and  man  en  'a.'ed 
discliaiged  nis  ouiy  wiU,  gallantry  and  stead,ness°_ 
My  canks  areparucuiarly  doe  lo  lingaoie.  Ge„e- 
mall  ^ ^ i*‘‘&adier  Gei.eiul  J.  A.  ^au- 

1 am  under  n.ariy  obligations  to  the  oliieers  of  mv 
p^eisuodl  slafl,  Mdjur  George  A.  iVjcCdlJ,  Assistau'^t 
Adjutant  Geoeiaij  Brevet  Major  J.  J.  AUercrmnbie 
anu  Lieutenant  S.  Williams,  aid  de  caino-  •.,„i  i , ’ 

lenaiil  P.  G.  1'  Beauregard,  ol  the  corps  ol  eng!" 
netrs,  GapUin  J.  C.  McClelland,  and  Lieut.  Geuice 
ivieade,  topographical  cngm^cis,  doing  duly  wuh  ,nv 
O, vision;  also  to  Captains  Oilier  and  Luniaii  ol  u.'e 

All  these  genl.en.en  were  lor  a considerable  time 
ex^sed  to  a severe  lire,  and  rendered  valuable  IC  - 

1 subjoin  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  niv 
uiyi.simi.  J he  loss  ul  II, e enemy  could  not  be  aerj. 

ble*'2u^ovvb  ’ " ‘re. 

o.  L,„,.  a 

Wrtc7uz"‘“‘'‘  vVasliingiun  near 


144 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  1.  1847— CHRONICLE . 


ARMT  OF  INVASION. 

An  arrival  at  New  York  from  Havana,  brought 
startling  reports  whi  h reached  the  re  by  the  British 
steamer  Vesuvius,  of  the  fever  having  attacked  our 
army  at  Vera  Cruz. 

The  arrival  of  the  United  States  steamer  Jllissti 
sippi  at  New  Orleans  on  the  22J,  relieves  the  anxiety 
which  tliis  report  could  not  but  awaken.  The  Mis- 
sissippi left  Vera  Cruz  five  days  later  than  the  Vesu- 
vius, and  furnishes  Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  14th, 
Tam’pico  to  the  12th,  and  city  of  Mexico  to  the  3d 
of  April.  ... 

The  most  of  the  letters  and  publications  that  men- 
tion the  health  of  the  arniv  at  all  represent  it  to  be 
gobd,  in  the  general.  The  Vera  Cruz  Eagle,  (a  paper 
just  issued  by  our  printers,)  of  the  13th  has  the  fol- 
lowing. 

The  hospital.  Many  of  our  gallant  soldiers  are  now 
prostrated  by  disease  and  the  hospitals  are  filled  to 
overflowing  with  them.  The  disease  most  prevalent 
is  diarrheea,  in  many  cases  it  has  proved  fatal.” 

It  is  manifest  that  Gen.  Scott  had  been  making 
every  possible  efi'ort  to  expedite  the  movement  of  the 
army  to  a more  healthy  position.  The  whole  army 
wasen  route  for  Jalapa— except  perhaps  about  2000 
men  including  the  garrison  of  the  town,  and  Quit- 
man’s  brigade,  at  the  time  the  Mississippi  left  Vera 

^"^TTie  advance  corps  2 500  to  2,700  choice  men  un 
der  Gen.  Twiggs,  marched  on  the  8lh. 

Shields’  and  Pillow’s  brigades  followed.  On  the 
9th  Gen.  Patterson  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  he  able 
to  leave  Vera  Cruz  with  the  view  of  joining  them  and 
taking  command.  , , r 

Ganeral  Woith’s  brigade  look  up  the  line  of  march 
on  the  morning  of  the  13ih.  The  General  himsell 
was  detained  by  a sudden  indisposition  from  accom- 
panying them.  About  one  o’clock  an  express  reach- 
ed him,  with  the  important  information  that  the 
column  under  Gen.  Twiggs  had  fallen  in  with  a large 
force  of  the  enemy  at  Cerro  Gordo,  a strong  posi- 
tion beyond  Puente  Nacional,  and  that  a skirmish 
had  taken  place  between  T"  iggs’  advance  guard  and 
the  enemy,  in  winch  Capt.  Johnson,  topographical 
engineer,  was  severely  wounded,  and  several  others, 
111  half  an  hour  after  the  reception  of  this  news. 
General  Worth  had  mounted  his  horse  and  was  ofT 

On  the  11th,  General  Scott  addressed  a procla- 
mation to  the  Mexicans,  Irom  headquarters,  an- 
nouncing  the  advance  of  his  army  on  the  capital  and 
of  that  of  General  Taylou  upon  San  Luis  Potosi,— 
assures  them  that  Americans  are  not  tneir  enemies, 
but  their  friends— and  the  friends  of  their  holy  reli- 
gion its  Itierurchy  and  its  priesthood,— that  for  the 
church  and  the  unotlVnding  inhabitanU,  and  their 
property  “1  have  from  the  first,  done  everything  to 
place  them  under  safeguard  of  martial  law  against 
the  few  had  men  in  this  army.  .My  orders,  to  that 
effect  known  to  all,  are  precise  and  rigorous.  Un- 
der them  several  Americans  have  already  been  pun- 
ished, by  fine,  fur  llie  benefit  of  Mexicans,  besides 
imprisonment,  and  one  for  a rape,  lias  been  hung  by 

the  luck”  , • .1  sa  ■ . 

With  these  assurances  he  invites  the  Mexicans  to 

bring  in  horses,  mules,  cattle,  beef,  and  other  sup- 
plies—and  Ihreatens  to  punisli  them  with  rigor  if 
they  ’molest  the  trains  of  wagons  or  teams  of  mules, 
Sic —concluding  with  assurances  of  a speedy  peace. 

Another  general  order  of  the  same  date  regulating 
the  supplies  for  and  order  of  march  of  the  residue  of 
the  forces  was  issued. 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  above  orders  were  issued 
previous  to  the  arrival  ol  the  ex|.ress  froin  Gen.  Twigir.-=, 
un  receiving  of  which  Gen.  Worth  who  had  been  com- 
mandant of  the  city,  issued  iln-  following  and  was  ofl- 
Headquarlers,  First  Division, 

Vera  Cruz,  April  12,  1847. 

Orders  No.  9.— (Extract.)— The  government  of  the  city 
is  hereby  uiriied  over  to  Colonel  Wilson,  1st  infantry,  to 
whom  all  persons  on  business  will  make  applicalion. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Wonh. 

^ W.  W.  Mackall,  .a.  a.  G. 


Mr  Kendall,  in  a Utter  to  the  N.  O.  Picayune,  dmed: 
ivir.  Tveuu 

I aimed  in  this  camp  at  11  o’clock  last  night,  the  road 
■om  Vera  Cruz  runni  :g  for  the  most  part  through  heavy 
and  'The  division  of  Gen.  Worth,  Irom  ihe  e.xcessive 
eat  and  wearisome  road,  suffered  incredibly. 

The  m ws  m camp  is  stirring.  An  express  has  come 
own  from  Gen  Twiggs  to  the  effect  tbai  Santa  Anna 
vas  before  him,  at  Cerro  Goido,  with  lo.OOO  mem  os 
ear  as  could  be  judged  Irom  reconnoisanccs  made  by 

'aut  Hardio  and  other  officers  of  dragoons. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  E.  Johnson  has  been  .'everely  but  not 
anrtallv  w minded  while  examining  Santa  Anna’s  works, 
rhmh  appear  to  be  a succession  of  breastworks  on  the 
minrnces  in  the  vicinity  of  Cerro  Cordo.  Everything 
ronk!  now  go  to  show  that  Santa  Anna  is  determined 

j make  a bold  stand.  u r’ 

A drimoon  who  had  been  sent  down  express  by  Gen. 
Pwiggs.’vvas  yesterday  found  shot  by  the  roadside  just 


I beyond  this.  His  papers  had  not  been  touched.  The 
Mexicans  are  playing  a bloody,  and  at  the  same  time 
bolder  game  than  is  usual  for  them,  as  it  is  thought  they 
have  killed  no  loss  than  fifty  of  our  men  within  the  last 
three  d.iys  on  the  road. 

Gen.  Scott  stopped  last  night  nine  miles  from  this — to- 
night he  will  reach  General  Twiggs’  position.  If  Santa 
Anna  is  as  strong  as  he  is  represented,  he  probably  will 
not  be  attacked  lor  two  or  three  day.s.  I write  in  great 
lia.ste. 

A letter  to  the  New  Orleans  Delta,  dated  Vera  Cruz, 
April  13ih,  says — There  is  no  doubt  at  all  but  that  Santa 
Anna,  with  from  12,000  to  15,000  men,  is  between  us 
and  Jalapa.  It  is  conceded  on  all  sides.  But  if  General 
Twiggs  does  not  whip  him,  he  will  at  least  keep  him  in 
check  uniilGen.  Scott,  who  left  yesterday,  reaches  him, 
which  will  be  to-morrow  night.  Major  General  Patter- 
son left  here  wiih  two  brigades  of  volunteers  on  Friday, 
and  he  has,  no  doubt,  reached  the  advance  before  this 
hour. 

Gen.  Scott,  I think,  was  pretty  well  satisfied,  before 
his  departure,  that  Santa  Anna  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Jalapa.  and  was  making  good  time  towards  that  point 
before  the  express  reached  him. 

A terrible  battle  will  be  fought  at  Cerro  Gordo,  or 
there  vvill  he  litlle  or  no  fighting.  An  intelligent  Mexican 
told  me  to-night,  that  there  would  be  no  fight,  and  that- 
Santa  Anna  liad  widi  him  four  prominent  members  of 
the  national  congress,  with  the  aid  of  whom  he  hopes  to 
negotiate  a peace-  I believe  truly,  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
his  excellency  to  end  this  strife,  but  whether  he  will  em- 
brace this  occasion,  (which,  by  the  way,  is  an  excellent 
one,)  I cannot  say. 

Tlie  horses  of  the  Tennessee  cavalry  arrived  to  day 
from  Tampico;  and  as  soon  as  they  are  landed  I expect 
Quitman  will  leave  here. 

On  the  14th  we  presume  the  same  writer  says. — 
‘‘There  has  been  a skirmish  at  Puente  Nacional,  and 
we  hourly  look  for  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  a strong  mountain  fort,  twenty  two 
miles  from  Jalapa.  A decisive  battle  is  expected  at 
this  point,  for  it  is  tlie  best  vantage  ground  this  side 
of  Perote,  Gen.  Santa  Anna  was  at  or  near  Jalapa, 
at  the  last  accounts  but  by  this  time,  there  is  scarce- 
ly a doubt  that  Cerro  Gordo  is  carried  by  assault, 
and  Ihe  armyis  in  snug  quarters  at  the  healthy  and 
delightful  City  of  Jalapa. 

The  squadron,  under  Commodore  Perry,  left  Vera 
Cruz  anchorage  on  Uie  12lh  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking Tuspan,  at  which  place  Gen.  Cos  was  said 
to  be  posted  with  sixty  pieces  of  cannoo. 


CHRONICLE. 


BUSINESS  CIRCLES. 

The  steamer  Sarah  Sands  which  left  Liverpool  on 
the  Gth  April  reached  New  York  on  the  29th  with  167 
passengers.  Nothing  material  had  transpired  either  in 
the  political  or  commercial  circles. 

Prices  of  breadsuiffs  and  provisions  slightly  improved 
since  quoted  by  the  Cambria.  Wcslcrn  canal  flour 
37s. a3S.  A re  action  brought  up  the  price  of  good  In- 
dian corn  again  lo  -52s.  for  480  Ihs. 

CoTTON.was  rather  dull,  and  prices  looking  dowwnard 
agai.i 

Indian  corn  The  difficully  of  preventing  Indian  corn 
from  healing  on  ship  board,  has  not  been  duly  attended 
to.  Letters  from  Europe  s.ay  that  nuicli  of  what  had  ar- 
rived (here  was  in  a bad  condition,  and  thrown  upon  the 
market  in  a damaged  slate. 

Corn  meal  sent  to  die  West  Indies  in  tight  piinchions 
has  kept  well,  whilst  ihat  in  common  barrels  was  en- 
lirely  spoiled. 

'1  HE  MONEY  MARKET.  Of  the  Specie  brought  by  the 
steamer  Cambria,  lo  Boston,  about  one  and  a half  mil- 
lions of  dollars  have  readied  New  York-  The  packet 
ship  Henry  Clay  at  New  York  from  Liverpool  brought 
about  ff300,000  in  specie. 

Specie  by  the  ton.  We  notice  six  coaches  now  in 
(rout  of  the  Mansion  House,  all  lade.i  with  specie,  on  its 
way  from  the  Chicago  Land  Office  to  St.  Louis.  We 
believe  the  sum  in  the  coaches  amounts  to  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

[Ottawa  [III.)  Free  Trader. 

The  Boston  Journal  calls  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
exchanges  on  London,  which  had  touched  the  low  figure 
of  4 pfer  cent,  had  now  .advanced  there  to  7 per  cent,  at 
which  the  influx  of  specie  must  stop  altogether.  The 
Journal  adds— “Should  the  corn  maikei  not  improve  in 
G.  Britain,  many  cargoes,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  thrown 
upon  the  hands  of  the  shipper.^,  and  the  bills  drawn 
against  them  be  left  in  su.-peiise,  or  come  back.” 

New  York  papers  now  quote  bills  on  London  at  107). 

United  States  treasury  notes  are  quoted  at  103|. 

At  Boston,  money  is  in  active  demand, — Banks  dis- 
count 10  extent  of  their  means  at  regular  rates.  Intere-l 
out  ot  doors  8 to  9 per  cent.  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore  money  markets  are  about  in  the  same 
condition.  - . , 

Our  principal  cities  are  now  bustling  with  a lively 
spring  business.  'The  New  York  canals  not  yet  open, 
and  shipping  are  wailing  there  for  cargoes.  Freights 
failing  rapidly. 

Forty  four  vessels  in  Baltimore  harbour,  are  now  load- 
ing witli  breadsiuffs  for  Europe,  .and  six  ships  are  taking 
in  tobacco.  The  exports  of  the  week  comprise  15,61b 
bbis  of  flour,  about  10,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  56,754 
busheil  corn. 


Antwerp. — The  duties  on  salt  meat,  are  suspendeff 
from  the  14ih  of  March,  until  the  1st  ot  October  next,  by 
the  government  of  Antwerp. 

'The  Viroinia  electwks,  towards  which  the  eyes  of 
politicians  throughout  the  Union  were  anxiously  direct- 
ed, as  being  hkely  to  indicate  which  party  would  have  a 
majority  in  ihe  house  of  representatives  during  the  com- 
mg  congress,  have,  in  details,  quite  surprized  all  parties. 

1 he  mam  contest  was  for  congressmen.  Of  the  fifteen 
representatives,  the  whigs  had  but  one  in  the  last  con- 
gress,  but  they  caiculattd  upon  winniric?  three  or  four 
mhers  of  the  closely  divided  districts  at  this  election  — 

1 be  admmistrotion  party  brought  all  their  energies  and 
ingenuity  to  bear  to  save  tho.-o-j(„,icts,  as  to  loie  them, 
would  in  all  probability  be  to  loseaisuvu.,  taaiority  in 
the  popular  branch  of  congress.  ' 

One  of  these,  the  metropolitan  district,  was  won  by 
the  wliigs,  by  a majority  wlncli  ratlier  astounded  both 
parties.  John  Minor  Botts,  a very-distinguished  whig, 
who  was  defeated  in  the  district  at  the  previous  election, 
is  now  eleected  by  a majority  of  603  votes. 

'The  triumph  of  the  whigs^at  this  result  was  quickly 
damped  iiowever,  by  lean'ing  that  the  first  cistr'ict 
haa  given  Atkinson  a majority  of  80  votes  over  Watts, 
whose  election  they  had  great  hopes  of;  that  Judge 
Bayly,  of  Acconiac  district,  whom  they  expected  to  de- 
feat, was,  owing,  the  whigs  say,  to  his  opponent  residing 
on  tlie  other  side  of  the  Chesapeake,  re-electcd  by  about 
250  votes;  that  Mr.  Bocock  had  beaten  Irving  in  the  4ih 
district  25  votes,  owing  entirely,  as  the  whigs  alledge,  lo 
a local  turn  givej^  to  the  votes  of  their  parly  in  Camp- 
bell county,  and  that  Mr.  Beale,  (adm.)  had  beaten  New- 
ton, whose  election  they  confidently  calculated  on  in  the 
8ih  district.  Carrying  these  closely  contested  districts 
on  which  the  wliigs  had  mainly  predicated  their  hopes, 
elated  the  admimsiration  party.  'They  considered  the 
election  won. 

'I'hey  wore  startled  however,  at  iiiiexpocledly  finding 
Mr.  Dromgoule’s  election  in  great  doubt,  nor  was  the 
fact  of  his  re  eiectioii  ascertained  until  alter  his  death. 

Next  came  the  new's  of  Mr.  Gnggin  (wliig)  having 
beaten  Mr.  Leake  107  votes  in  the  5ih  district. 

'J'he  3 1 district,  which  gave  a majority  of  518  for  Pre- 
sident Polk,  from  returns  r celved,  would  seem  to  have 
now  gone  in  favor  ol  Mr.  Flournoy,  the  whig  candidate. 

9ih  district.  Mr.  Pendleton  (whig)  is  re-eleclecl. 

lUili  dis.  Mr  Bedinger  (adm.)  is  elected,  beaten  Ken- 
nedy (whig)  272  votes.  'I'bis  district  gave  Mr.  Polk  a 
majority  of  949  vo  es. 

11th  dis  Gov.  McDowell  (adm  ) re-electcd  by  a large, 
though  redureO  majority. 

12ih  dis.  W.  B.  Preston  (whig)  is  said  to  have  beaten 
Mr.  Chapman,  although  this  district  gave  Mr.  Polk  a 
majority  of  949  votes. 

13lli  dis.  Having  given  2,145  majority  for  Mr.  Polk, 
the  impression  was  that  no  whig  would  be  tun.  The 
latest  report  is,  that  A-  3.  Fulton  (whig)  is  elected! 

Mill  dis.  R.  A.  'Thompson  (adm.)  beats  W P.  Goff 
(vvliig.) 

15th  dis.  W.  G.  Brown  (adm.)  beats  Dr.  Hawkins 
(whig.) 

Returns  received,  show  a net  w'hig  gain  of  nine  in  the 
legislature,  in  which  the  administration  had  last  session 
a majority  on  joint  ballot  of  22. 

Our  Mediterranean.  The  wind  blew  out  the  ice 
from  the  harbor  of  Butfido  on  F’riday,  and  on  Saturday 
eigly  jive  vessels  look  tlieir  departure  up  the  lake. 

Deaths.  The  Hon.  G.  C.  Dromgoole,  ihe  late 
distinguished  and  talented  representa live  from  the 
stale  of  Virginia  in  the  U.  States  congress  and  gen- 
erally recognised  as  the  administration  leader  in  the 
house  at  the  last  session,  is  deceased.  He  had  just 
undergone  the  fatigues  and  anxieties  of  an  arduous 
electioneering  campaign,  and  w'hilsl  political  parties 
at  Washington  were  tantalized  to  ascertain  whether 
he  was  re-elected,  as  one  account  stated,  by  a ma- 
jority of  21  votes,  or  defeated,  as  a different  account 
had  II,  by  a majority  of  8 voles,  the  telegraph  an- 
nounced his  death!  Mr.  Dromgoole  was  distinguish- 
ed for  prompt  eloquence,  extensive  experience  in 
public  affairs,  and  great  parliamentary  knowledge. 
'Tho ‘Union’ of  the  29th  says,  “Mr.  Dromgoole  was 
one  of  the  first  men  in  Vitginia — occasionally  the 
the  strongest  man  in  the  house  of  representatives  — 
every  one  admitted  iRe  extent  of  bis  powers,  and 
the  stability  of  his  principles — few  who  knew  him 
but  what  will  lament  his  fate.” 

From  Chihuahua.  The  Mexican  accounts  from 
Chihuahua  were  to  the  5tti  March.  The  loss  of  the 
battle  of  the  28tli  February  by  the  Mexicans,  is  at- 
iributid  to  the  cowaidice  of  the  Mexican  cavalry. — 
I’he  forces  of  the  Amei  leans  at  e staled  lo  have  been 
1100,  and  8 pieces  of  artillery;  whilst  loose  of  the 
Mexicans  were  2,000  men,  and  10  pieces  of  aiTillery . 
i'lie  Americans  took  [lossession  ol  Chihuahua  on  the 
2d  Match,  aiid  nearly  all  the  Mexican  families  were 
abandoning  the  city. 

Compliment  to  5Ir.  Soule.  The  friends  of  the 
eloquent  senator  from  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans 
have  complimented  bis  course  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress  by  inviting  him  to  a public  dinner, 
which  was  lo  come  off  on  the  16th  inst. 
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PROMOTIONS  AND  APPOINTMENTS  IN  THE  MEDICAL  COUPS 
or  THE  NAVY. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Passpd  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Dickinson  Miller  to  be 
surgeon,  vice  .1.  C.  Spencer,  resigned. 

The  following  assistant  surgeons  were  examined 
by  the  board  now  in  session  in  Philadelphia,  and 
found  qualified  for  promotion,  viz; 

John  Hastings,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  Assistant 
Surgeon  Thornley. 

jRichard  T.  Maxwell,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Hastings. 

J.  Francis  Tuckerman,  to  rank  next  after  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  Maxwell. 

Morris  B.  Beck,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  Assis- 
tant Surgeon  Tuckerman. 

Lewis  J.  Williams,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Beck. 

Richard  MeSherry,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Williams. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

The  following  candidates  were  found  qualified  for 
admission  into  the  service  in  ] 844,  and  were  commis- 
sioned as  assistant  surgeons  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1847,  viz: 

Philip  Lansdale,  of  Maryland. 

T.  Benson  De  Lanj',  of  Delaware. 

Alexander  Jno.  Rice,  of  New  Hampshire. 

John  A.  Pettit,  of  Ohio. 

Thos.  B.  Steele,  of  Maryland. 

James  F.  Harrison,  of  Virginia. 

A.  Nelson  Bell,  of  Connecticut. 

The  following  candidates  were  found  qualified  by 
the  board  now  in  session  at  Philadelphia,  and  assigned 
to  rank  as  assistant  surgeons  in  the  following  order, 
viz: 

No.  1.  William  J.  Babb,  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  R.  J.  Farquharson,  of  Louisiana. 

3.  Alexa-.der  Robinson,  jr.,  of  Virginia. 

4.  Edward  R.  Squibb,  of  Pennsylvania. 

5.  Samuel  G.  White,  of  Georgia. 

6 Benjamin  Rush  Mitchell,  of  Missouri. 

7 James  S.  Gilliam,  of  Virginia. 

Navy  Department,  April  26,  1847. 

Geologists  of  the  Lake  Superior  region. — Drs. 
Jackson  and  Owen,  have  been  appointed  to  this  duty 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  A.  B.  Gray  esq., 
assistant  superintendant  and  surveyor  of  tlie  mineral 
district,  and  the  author  of  the  map  of  the  mineral  di^ 
trict.  Winch  was  published  by  the  order  of  congress 
during  the  late  session,  is  appointed  first  assistant  ge- 
ologist. Mr.  Gray  owns  and  resides  upon  Porter’s  Is- 
land, a beautiful  spot  situated  in  Copper  Harbor,  and 
is  distinguished  for  unbounded  hospitality. 

Col.  McNair  is  to  be  superintendant  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior district. 

DlPI.  OMATIC  JOURNAL. 

The  British  Minister. — The  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Pakenham,  we  learn  from  the  Washington  papers,  is 
about  to  terminate  his  mission  to  this  country,  the 
important  object  for  which  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment having  been  accomplished. 

There  will  be  but  one  .sentiment  on  the  part  of  our  > 
countrymen,  on  parting  with  this  distinguished  and 
able  representative  of  the  British  Queen;  whenever, 
if  ever  it  should  be  onr  misfortune  to  have  difl'erenceg 
again  with  the  British  government,  let  them  entrust 
their  cause  to  such  men  as  Lord  Ashburton  or  the 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pakenham,  and  they  will  be  welcom- 
ed to  our  shores  as  the  liarbingers  of  a speedy  and 
amicable  and  an  honorable  adjustment  as  between 
Christian  people,  and  a restoration,  as  at  this  day,  of 
good  feelings  and  good  fellowship,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  minor  interests  of  trade  and  eommerce  and  aver- 
ting ol  a w’ar,  either  of  words  or  missiles,  alike  dis- 
graceful to  both  countries. 

Mr.  Bancroft,  our  minister  in  England,. has  re- 
cently been  elected  a member  of  the  London  Society 
of  Antiquarians,  on  motion  ot  Lord  Morpeth.  i 
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U.  S.  Finances.  Ainoiint  of  public  dejwsiles  on  the 
30th  April,  1847,  subject  to  draft  $5,041,430  12 
Of  this  amount  there  weie  in  the  keeping  of  the 
institutions  and  individuals  named  below  the  sums  re- 
spectively attached  to  their  names: 

Assistant  treasurer,  Boston.  $452,002  29 

Assistant  Treasurer,  N.  York.  1,538,829  64 

Assistant  Treasurer,  Philadelphia.  808,295  .57 

Bank  of  Middletown,  Middletown  45,525  97 

Chesapeake  Bank,  Baltimore  90,556  29 

Treasury  of  the  U.  S.,  Washington  258,693  85 

Bank  of  Washington,  Washington  1,894  61 

W.  H.  Marriott,  Depository,  Balto.  129,950  00 

Patriotic  Bank,  Washington  6,477  92 

Corcoran  & Riggs,  Washington  66,696  34 

The  Canal  and  Banking  Co.,  N.  O.  953  15 

Mint  of  the  U.  S.,  Philaaelphia  861,728  05 

Branch  mint  of  the  U.  S..  Charlotte  32,000  00 

Branch  mint  of  the  U.  S.,  Dahlonega  26,850  00 

Branch  mint  of  the  U.  S.,  N.  Orleans  79,421  95 

The  following  are  the  transfers  ordered; 

From  Bank  of  Middletown,  Mid.  $45,525  79 

“ Bank  of  Erie,  Erie  18,614  00 

“ Chesapeake,  Baltimore  90, .556  26 

“ Bank  of  Washington,  Wash.  1,694  61 

“ Patriotic  Bank,  Wasliington  6,477  92 

“ Corcoran  & Riggs,  Washington  66,696  33 

“ Bank  of  Potomac,  Alexandria  56  69 

“ Exchange  Bank  of  Va.,  Norfolk  84  12 

“ Bank  of  Mobile,  Ala.  5,353  00 

“ Canal  and  Banking  Co.,  N.  O.  953  15 

“ Clinton  Bank,  Columbus,  Ohio  30  62 

“ Bank  of  hlissouri,  St.  Louis  632  93 


$236,865  45 

Of  this  sum,  thus  ordered  to  be  transferred,  §212, ■ 
104  iOare  to  go  to  the  assistant  treasurer  in  New 
Orleans. 


united  states  finances — receipts  and  expenditures 
Treusurij  Department,  May  3,  1847. 
The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  quarter  end 
ing  the  31st  of  March  last,  were  about,  viz: 


From  customs 
From  lands 

From  niiscellaneous  sources 
From  loan  under  act  of  July  22  1846 
From  loan  under  act  of  Jan.  28  1847 
From  treasury  notes  July  22  1846 
From  treasury  notes  Jan.  28  1847 


$6,300,000 

240.000 
17,000 

395.000 
900,500 

2, .544, 100 
3,671,350 


$14,067,950 


The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  were 
For  civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  in- 
tercourse $1,820,338  15 


For  the  army 
Indian  department 
Fortifications 
Pensions 


$6,081,839  62 
52,339  1 1 
155,334  48 
736,273  49 


For  the  navy 

Interest,  &c.,  on  public  debt 
Redemption  of  loan  of  1 84 1 
Reimbursements  and  interest  of  treas- 
ury notes 

Reimbursements  of  treasury  notes  pur- 
loined, including  interest 


7,025,786  70 
1,929,760  59 
15,617  63 
3,000  00 

2,346,040  67 

6,631  30 


$13,147,174  94 

R.  J.  Walker,  Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

TUEASURV  NOTES  OUTSTANDING,  MaV  1,  1847. 
ssues  prior  to  the  act  of  July  22, 1846  $316,883  14 
ssue  of  the  act  of  July  22,  l846  3,883,950  00 

ssueof  the  act  of  Jan.  28,  1847  4,714,300  00 


8,915,133  14 

Deduct  cancelled  notes  in  the  hands  of 

the  accounting  officers  739,950  00 


$8,175,183  14 


Recoining  the  Circulation.  We  learn  from  the 
Sun,  that  the  amount  of  Spanish  silver  coin  received 
at  the  Baltimore  post  office,  up  to  the  1st  April,  at 
the  reduced  value  at  which  alone  it  is  now  received 
by  postmasters,  was  $609,40;  postmaster  Buchanan 
sent  it  to  the  mint  to  be  recoined.  It  yielded  in  the 
new  coin  $61 3,62  leaving  only  $22,22  to  the  postmas- 
ter towards  paying  agents  in  transmitting,  &c.,  which 
it  was  not  sufficient  to  cover. 

Pardon  of  Slave  Traders. — The  President  of  the  U. 
States  has  pardoned  Wm.  Von.  Pfister  and  Lorin  Lar- 
kin, who  were  convicted  at  the  March  term  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  this  district,  of 
being  concerned  in  the  slave  trade. — Charleston-,  S.  C. 
Mews. 

Annual  Products.  The  whole  amount  of  the  on- 
7mal  products  of  the  United  States  is  about  one  thou- 
sand millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  the  proportion  to  each 
inhabitant  is  the  greatest  in  New  England,  viz.  $84; 
in  the  Middle  Stales  $76;  in  the  Southern  $.52;  in  the 
Southwestern  $61 ; in  the  Northwestern  $41.  These 
great  differences  result  in  part  from  variations  in  the 
density  of  population,  fertility,  capital,  markets,  slav- 
ery, &c.,  and  in  part  also  from  differences  of  legisla- 
tion.  Jour,  of  Comnieree. 

NationalCourtesy.  The  French  government  brig 
Vigilant,  Capt.  Fabre,  arrived  at  Boston  on  Sunday 
last,  having  been  dispatched  by  the  authorities  of  St. 
Pierre,  Miquelon,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  the 
master  and  crew  of  the  American  brig  Jlrgo  of  Balti- 
more, wrecked  at  sea,  and  then  placed  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  to  transport  from 

Boston  a cargo  of  flour  freight  free,  for  their  use 

Such  honorable  instances  of  national  courtesy  and  lib- 
erality should  not  pass  unnoticed. 

The  Statue  of  J.  C.  Calhoun,  ordered  by  the  leg- 
islature of  South  Carolina,  now  occupies  part  of  the 
labor  and  genius  of  Powers.  He  hopes  to  complete 
it  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  Referring  to  the 
model.  Powers  writes: — “I  have  no  head  in  my  stu- 
dio, unless  it  be  that  of  Gen.  Jackson,  which  strikes 
visiters  so  forcibly  as  this  does, — and  as  it  now  ap- 
pears on  a statue,  the  effect  is  much  increased.  I 
have  made  the  statue  about  four  inches  above  life 
size,, in  order  that  when  it  stands  alone  it  may  not 
appear  diminutive.” 


Another  California  Expedition.  A New  York 
letter  in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  says,  “Capt.  Turn- 
er, of  the  California  expedition,  now  in  this  city, 
whither  he  came  some  time  since  with  despatches 
from  Col.  Stevenson  and  the  American  consul  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  has  received  orders  from  the  war  depart- 
ment to  recruit  a sufficient  complement  of  men  to 
make  that  regiment  amount  to  one  thousand.  As 
soon  as  the  recruits  are  raised  he  will  proceed  with 
them  to  California.” 

REGULATIONS  RELATIVE  TO  BOUNTY  LANDS Interest- 

ing to  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  > Department, 

^ Mjutant  General's  rffice, 

J Washington,  April  22, 

1 . In  order  to  secure,  without  delay  or  inconve- 
nience to  the  volunteer  soldier,  who  shall  receive  an 
honorable  discharge,  or  who  shall  have  been  killed  or 
died  of  wounds,  (or  his  heirs,  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be) 
the  bounty  land  or  treasury  scrip,  provided  by  the  9th 
section  of  the  act  of  February  1 1,  1847,  it  is  necessa- 
ry that  the  following  instructions  be  duly  observed  by 
the  officers  concerned. 

2.  Volunteers  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  expiration 
of  their  term. 

The  rolls  for  this  purpose  must  contain  all  the 
names  which  have  been  borne  on  the  previous  muster 
rolls,  from  the  first,  or  the  one  mustered  into  service 
including  all  who  have  died,  been  captured,  discharg- 
ed orhave  deserted  since  the  enrollment'of  the  compa- 
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■By,  witl)  appropriate  remarks  opposite  the  name  of 
each  respectively.  All  absentees  must  be  satisfacto- 
rily accounted  for  by  explanations  recorded  in  the 
column  of  remarks.  This  roll,  containing  the  infor- 
mation above  required,  will  be  prepared  and  comple- 
ted at  the  time  that  the  company  may  be  discharged 
and  be  forwarded  by  the  officer  charged  with  muster- 
ing it  out  of  service,  direct  to  the  adjutant  general’s 
office,  war  department — endorsed  ‘‘For  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  Bounty  Land  Bureau.”  The  roll 
will  only  vary  from  the  ordinary  muster-roll  used  for 
the  payment  of  companies  by  the  addition  of  the 
names  of  all  who  have  died,  been  captured,  discharg- 
ed, or  have  deserted  since  the  day  of  muster  into  ser- 
vice. 

3.  Individual  discha't'ges  of  volunteers  before  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term,  in  consequence  of  ivounds  received  err 
sickness  incurred  in  the  course  of  service. 

The  certificates  of  disability  and  discharge  in  such 
cases  will  be  given  in  duplicate,  and,  must,  in  every 
instance,  set  forth  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  wound 
received  or  sickness  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  ser- 
vice, agreably  to  the  established  printed  form,  dated 
April  22,  1847.  One  copy  of  this  certificate  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  officer  signing  the  discharge  of  the 
volunteer  soldier,  direct  to  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  Army — endorsed  “For  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, Bounty  Land  Bureau.” 

4.  The  commissioners  of  pensions,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  secretary  of  war,  being  charged  by  law 
with  the  business  of  investigating  claims  for  bounty 
land,  &c.,  provided  by  the  munificence  of  the  govern- 
ment, commanders  of  volunteer  regiments  and  com- 
panies will  see  the  necessity  of  preparing  and  forward- 
ing, as  herein  required,  the  requisite  muster-roll,  or 
certificates,  as  the  case  maybe,  being  the  necessary 
evidence  of  service  and  of  honorable  discharge  to  en- 
able the  faithful  volunteer,  or  his  heirs,  &c.,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  war  department  the  certificate  or  war- 
rant, for  the  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
or  the  treasury  scrip  for  one  hundred  dollars,  as  pro- 
vided by  law. 

5.  The  “surgeon’s  certificate  of  ordinary  disability,'" 
in  cases  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  regular  army,  will 
hereafter  be  forwarded  in  duplicate-,  one  of  which  to 
be  endorsed  “For  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
Bounty  Land  Bureau.” 

By  order:  R.  Jones,  Adjutant  General. 

ARMY  JOURNAL. 

THE  NEW  REGIMENTS  OF  REGULARS. 

The  Union  of  the  26th  publishes  a statemebt  fur- 
nished by  the  adjutant  general,  from  which  W'e  learn 
that  of  the  ten  new  regiments  of  the  regular  army, 
the  following  companies  are  now  en  route  for  the  ar- 
my in  Mexico: 


regiments.  comp’s. 

aggregate 

strength. 

9th  Inf. — Col.  T.  B.  Ramson 

1 

60 

10th  Inf. — Col.  R.  E.  Temple 

5 

410 

11th  Inf. — Col.  A.  C.  Ramsey 

7 

547 

13th  Inf. — Col.  R.  M.  Echols 

1 

90 

14th  Inf. — Col.  Win.  Trousdale 

1 

90 

15th  Inf. — Col.  G.  W.  Morgan, 


(now  in  Mexico,)  Lieut.  Col. 
Joshua  Howard,  superinten- 


ding 

4 

310 

I6th  Inf — Col.  J.  W.  Tibbatts 

10 

649 

Voltigeurs — Col.  T.  P.  Andrews 

6 

549 

3rd  dragoons — Col.  E.  G.  W. 

Butler 

6 

539 

Total. 

41 

3244 

Col.  Ransom,  9th  infantry. 

reports. 

April  12th, 

from  Boston,  that  450  recruits  had  been  made  for  his 
regiment  up  to  that  date.  One  company  of  the  9th 
will  embark  from  Fort  Adams,  R.  1.,  early  in  May, 
and  three  more,  at  least,  in  the  course  of  that  month. 

Col.  Temple,  of  the  10th  infanti-y,  reports  from 
New  York,  that  all  the  companies  of  his  regiment 
will  be  recruited  and  en  route  for  Mexico  by  the  12th 
of  May.  Two  additional  companies  of  the  1 1th  in- 
fantry will  be  put  en  route  early  in  May,  making  nine 
in  all. 

Col.  Tibbatts,  of  the  16th  infantry,  reports  on  the 
19tli  instant,  from  Newport,  Kentucky,  that  in  three 
weeks  from  that  date  all  the  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment will  be  filled,  when  their  aggregate  strength 
will  probably  be  1000. 

Col.  Andrews,  of  the  voltigueurs,  in  reporting  six 
companies  en  route,  adds  that  the  remaining  four  of 
his  regiment  will  probably  be  recruited,  and  bis  en- 


tire regiment  filled  and  ready  for  the  field  by  the  end 
of  May. 

By  the  10th  of  May  there  will  probably  be  forty- 
five  or  fifty  companies  of  the  ten  new  regiments  en 
route  for  the  seat  of  war,  the  aggregate  strength  of 
which  will  not  much  fall  short  of  4000. 

It  is  possible,  and  indeed  probable,  that  there  are 
other  detachments  now  en  route  for  the  seat  of  war, 
in  distant  parts  of  the  country,  which  have  not  yet 
reached  the  Adjutant  General’s  office,  and  that  in  the 
month  of  May  near  6000  troops  may  be  placed  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

NAVY  JOURNAL 

Naval. — The  Norfolk  Beacon  says: — “It  is  ru- 
moured that  Com.  Read  is  to  be  succeeded  by  Com. 
Bolton,  who  is  to  go  out  in  the  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown 
after  her  return  from  Ireland,  in  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Com.  R.  is  to 
proceed  to  the  Mediterranean  in  the  frigate  United 
States,  where  he  is  to  have  the  command  of  a squad- 
ron. The  U.  S.  frigate  Columbia  is  expected  to  leave 
the  coast  of  Brazil  for  the  U.  S.  in  August  or  Septem- 
ber. Com.  Th.  Ap.  Catesby  Jones  it  is  said  is  to  have 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  and  Capt.  Geisinger  of  the  East  India  squad- 
ron.” 

The  U.  S.  ship  Levant,  Com.  Page,  at  Rio,  March 
2d,  to  sail  on  the  4th  for  Norfolk.  She  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  28th  April,  saluted  as  she  passed  the 
Pennsylvania,  and  proceeded  up  to  the  navy  yard. 

The  sloop-ofnoar  St.  Mai-y's,  Com.  Saunders,  this 
morning  had  her  signal  for  a pilot,  and  is  in  full  sail, 
with  a fair  wind,  down  the  bay.  She  has  received  an 
outfit  here  together  with  some  new  spars.  The  fa- 
tigue and  exertions  of  her  officers  and  crew  have  been 
incessant — constantly  at  sea  for  over  two  years,  with- 
out intermission.  Many  of  her  officers  and  men,  to 
use  theirown  words,  “are nearly  worn  out.”  On  her 
arrival  here  she  sent  eighty  men  to  the  hospital,  and 
yesterday  there  were  some  thirty  sufficiently  recruited 
in  health  to  take  their  formerplaces  on  board  the  ship. 
The  St.  Mary’s  is  bound  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  carries 
the  latest  instructions  from  Washington  to  the  navy 
and  army  on  that  station. 

[Pensacola,  Cor.  JTat.  IntelUgencer,  Jlpr'il‘2Z. 
French  FLEET.  The  Matanzas  Aurora  of  April  15th, 
states  that  the  whole  of  the  French  fleet  at  that  time  at 
Havana,  was  ordered  immediately  lo  Vera  Cruz. 

Lieut.  Hunter.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says:  “We  learn  from  an  authemic  source  that 
the  liial  has  been  had,  ihat  Lieut.  Hunter  has  been 
found  auilty  (of  disobedience  of  orders  m attacking  Al- 
var too  we  |)ie.-ume)  and  sentenced  to  be  reprimanded 
and  dismissed  the  squadron.  Thereprimand  tobeieaJ 
at  the  quarter-deck  of  every  ship  in  the  squadron.’’  We 
doubt  it. 

'Phe  St.  Mary's,  U.  States  sloop  of  war,  set  sail  from 
Pensacola  for  the  gulf  on  the  24th  April,  but  her  officers 
hesitate  to  proceed.  She  will  probably  return.  Some 
twenty  of  the  crew  are  on  the  sick  list,  and  but  one 
lieutenant  and  two  midshipmen  on  duty. 

Reduction  of  Vera  Cruz.  Letter  writers  from 
the  spot  take  ample  though  not  more  than  just  notice 
of  the  efficient  aid  rendered  from  naval  service  in  re- 
ducing Vera  Cruz.  The  subjoined  paragraphs  for 
instances. 

“General  Order”  from  Com.  Conner. 

“When  the  men  of  war  and  other  vessels  having 
troops  on  board  get  underway  for  the  place  of  debar- 
catlon,  each  vessel  will  display  one  or  other  of  the 
following  signals  to  designate  the  line  to  which  she 
belongs. 

1.  Those  men  of  war  that  belong  to  the  same  line 
will  arrange  themselves  around  their  superior  officer; 
and  the  other  troop-vessels,  as  the  Massachusetts,  Al- 
abama, Virginia,  Endora  and  Edith,  and  the  vessels 
having  on  board  Capt.  Taylor’s  and  Lieut.  Talcott’s 
field  batteries,  will  range  themselves  around  the  men 
of  war  belonging  to  the  same  line  with  themselves. — 
In  this  order,  the  three  squadrons  will  proceed  to  the 
place  of  debarcation;  line  No.  1 leading,  and  the  oth- 
ers following  in  succession. 

2.  In  distributing  the  surf-boats  to  the  several  men 
of  war,  care  will  be  taken  to  assign  them  boats  mark- 
ed for  their  respective  lines. 

Taking  possession  of  the  Castle. 

The  boats  of  the  Ohio,  proceeded  to  Vera  Cruz, 
took  thence  Gen.  Worth’s  division  and  landed  them 
at  the  castle. 

Capt.  Stringham  carried  the  flag  of  his  ship  with 
him,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  which  once  floated  from 
the  mizen  of  the  line  of  battle  ship  Ohio  now  waive  o- 
ver  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa. 


NFW  REQUISITION  FOR  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  24th  April  announ- 
ced the  president  had  called  upon  the  authorities  of 
certain  states  for  6,000  additional  volunteers,  and  adds 
— “We  understand  that  reinforcements  are  about  to 
be  thrown  into  both  our  aAnies  (under  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor) and  if  Mexico  should  continue  besotted,  blind  to 
her  true  interests,  infatuated  by  her  ridiculous  pridq, 
we  must  put  forth  our  powerful  arms  in  a more  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war. 

Subsequently  the  Union  stated,  that  about  2,000  of 
these  6,000  volunteers  were  designed  for  Oregon  and 
Santa  Fe — which  of  course  would  leave  4,000  to  be 
divided  between  Gen.  Scott  and  Taylor. 

We  have  met  with  no  general  official  announcement 
yet,  of  how  the  requisition  for  these  6,000  volunteers 
has  been  apportioned  amongst  the  states.  From 
local  papers  we  ascertain  that  Pennsylvania,  Virgin- 
ia. and  Maryland,  are  each  required  to  furnish  two 
companies.  New  Jersey  5 companies,  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana one  regiment  each. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  called  upon  to  furnish 
three  companies,  which,  v/ith  the  two  companies  from 
Maryland,  are  to  compose  a distinct  battalion,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Lee  Jones. 

Volunteers  Returning — We  understand  from 
numerous  authorities,  that  the  volunteers  in  Mexico, 
whose  term  are  about  to  expire,  decline  to  re-enlist, 
and  are  about  to  return  home,  a few  individuals  ex- 
cepted. 

The  New  Orleans  Delta  says: — The  following  are 
the  regiments  of  volunteers  who  wmre  enlisted  for 
twelve  months,  and  who  will  be  discharged  in  the 
course  of  the  summer: — Kentucky  Legion,  Kentucky 
2d  infantry,  Kentucky  Cavalry,  three  Indiana  regi- 
ments, three  Illinois,  two  Tennessee,  three  Ohio,  one 
Arkansas,  one  Mississippi,  one  Georgia,  one  Alabama 
— in  all  eighteen  regiments.  This  will  be  a force  of  at 
least  7,500  men,  to  be  abstracted  from  armies  alrea- 
dy too  small  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  government. 

The  same  paper  subsequently  says, — The  twelve 
months  volunteers,  whose  term  of  service  is  about  to 
expire,  are  ordered  down  to  the  lower  posts  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  while  the  new  troops  are  proceeding  up 
to  take  their  place,  under  Gen.  Taylor. 

The  2d  Mississippi  regiment  has  already  reached 
Monterey. 

The  Union  expresses  full  confidence  that  sufficient 
recruits  and  volunteers  will  reach  both  Gens.  Scott 
and  Taylor  in  time  to  replace  all  the  volunteers  that 
do  not  consent  to  re-enlist,  and  that  no  delay  will  be 
occasioned  in  the  onward  movements  of  either  on  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  those  that  may  return  home  on 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they  volunteered. 

The  New  Orleans  Picoymie  of  April  27th  says: — 
“From  all  that  we  can  learn  the  Vfashington  “Union” 
will  be  grievously  disappointed  in  respeet  to  the  re- 
newal of  their  engagements  by  many  of  the  volun- 
teers, whose  term  of  service  is  about  to  expire.  It  is 
not  supposed  here  that  a single  regiment  can  be  form- 
ed out  of  all  the  twelve  months’  men  now  in  Mexico. 
The  volunteers  who  won  the  glorious  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  are  on  their  way  home.  One  of  the  Kentucky 
regiments  is  already  at  Brazos.  Col.  Jefferson  Davis’s 
regiment  will  soon  be  there,  and  the  Illinois  and  Indi- 
ana troops  will  follow.  We  learn  from  officers  and 
men  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  re-enlist.  The  ac- 
counts from  Gen.  Scott’s  column  are  no  more  satis- 
factory. The  determination  to  re|turn  home,  as  soon 
as  their  enlistments  expire,  is  universal.  The  officers 
are  as  little  desirous  as  the  men  of  remaining  in  the 
service;  so  that  the  whole  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  Buena 
Vista  army,  with  the  exception  of  a few  regulars,  and 
a large  portion  of  Gen.  Scott’s  will  shortly  leave  th® 
field. 

The  reason  for  this  universal  desire  to  quit  the  ser- 
vice has  been  explained  to  us.  The  men  of  Monte- 
rey and  Buena  Vista  assert,  and  with  good  reason, 
that  the  laurels  that  have  been  won  by  them  have  been 
garnered  by  the  government  to  deeorate  other  crows. 
They  say,  and  with  truth,  that  no  valor,  no  sacrifice, 
no  victories  of  theirs,  can  ensure  their  promotion  or 
protect  them  against  being  overslaughed  by  inexperi- 
enced officers,  and  subjected  to  the  command  of  po 
litical  appointees.  They  point  to  the  miserable  rem- 
nants of  regiments  which  they  led  to  the  army  with 
well-filled  ranks  and  swelling  aspirations,  in  token  of 
the  hardships  they  have  suffered  and  the  perils  they 
have  encountered,  and  then  refer  to  the  army  register 
to  see  how  such  services  are  rewarded.  They  feel 
1 that  the  qualities  which  they  have  exhibited  m front 
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of  blazing  batteries  are  not  the  ones  which  ensure  rank 
and  they  retire  to  give  place  to  those  who  possess  them. 

The  second  Kentucky  regiment  will  return  without 
its  colonel  or  lieutenant  colonel;  the  first  Mississippi 
will  bring  home  its  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  up- 
_ on  litters;  the  Illinois  troops  leave  the  gallant  Hardin 
whei-e  he  fell;  and  Col.  Yell  comes  back  no  more  at 
the  head  of  the  men  from  Arkansas.  These  noble 
regiments  have  melted  away  under  the  severities  of  a 
campaign  in  which,  if  they  have  not  won  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  their  countrymen,  they  have  won  noth- 
ing.” 


PRONUxNCIATIOH  OP  MEXICAN  NAMES. 
Names.  Pronunciation.  Definition. 

Lali  Raysah-Uali 
day  lali  Pal-mah  Surf  pahn 
Pah-lo  Ahl-io  Tall  tree 

San-te-ali-go  St.  .latiies 

Rec-o  del  Nortay  North  River 


La  Resaca  de 
Palma 
Palo  Alto 
Santiago 
Rio  del  Norte 
Chaparra 
Chaparral 
Ranchero 


Rancho 

Hacienda 

Felon 

Monterey 

Plaza 
Rinconado 
Los  Muertos 
Saltillo 

Buena  Vista 
Las  Incaniadas 

China 

Estanque 

A glia 
Novia 


Agua  Nueva 
San  Luis  Potosi 


Clia  pahr-rah  Small  bush 
Chah-pahr  rahl  Clump  of  bushes 

Rahn  ehay-ro  One  who  labors  on 

a rancho 

Rahn-cho  Small  farm 

Hah-cc-en-dha  Planttition 

Pay-lone  (Greaser)  one  of  the 

rabble 

Mon-ta-ray  The  Kitig  of  the 

mountain 

Plah-sah  Public  square 

Rin-co-nah-dlio  Inside  corner 
Lolls  Mwer-tohs  Land  of  the  dead 
Sawl-tc-yo  Side  hill,  or  fall  of 

table  land 

Bwey-na  Vees-tah  Pleasant  View 
Lahs  In-can-tah- 

Enchanted  ground 


Lobos,  (Island) 

Cerralvo 
Sierra 

San  Juan  dcUlua  San  Whahn 
Ou-loo-ah 


dhas 
Cheeiiah 
Es-tahn-ke 

Ag-wah 

Novee-ah 


Ag-wah  New-ay- 
vah 

San  Lew- is  Poto- 
see 
Lobus 
Sa-rahl-vo 
See-er-rah 

da 


-Anficial  pond  of 
water 
Water 
Well,  the  Water  of 
which  is  drawn  out 
by  machinery 

New  Water 


Wolf 

Mountain  ridge 


Vera  Cruz 
Alvarado 
Anton  Lizirdo 

Jalapa 

Mexico 

Sacrificios 

Bonita 

La  Vega 

Ampudia 

Mejia 

Canales 

Paredes 

Gomez  Farias 


Vay  rah  Crooz  True  Cross 
Al-vah-rah  dtio 
An-ton  Lee-zar 
dho 

Hah-iah-pah 
May-hee-co 
Sac-ree-feese  ohs 
Ronee-tah 
Lnh  Vay-gah 
Ain-poo-dhe-ah 
May-hee-ah 
Cah-nah-les 
Pa  h-ray-dhes 
Go  mez  Fa-rec-ass 


Lizard  Point 
Jalap 

Place  of  Sacrifice 
Pretty 


CONSTITUTIONALITT  OF  THE  LICENSE  L.AWS.  Al- 
luding to  the  reports  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Stales  had,  after  all,  come  to  no  decision  on 
the  subject  of  stale  license  laws,  the  Washington 
Union  says:  “Cases  have  come  up  from  the  states  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island, 
where  license  laws  have  passed  the  legislature,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  in  each  state  has  confirmed  their 
constiiuiionalily.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates  have  decided  the  question  at  their  last  term; 
every  judge  upon  the  bench  pronounced  his  opinion 
in  the  case;  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  point, 
taken  by  Judge  Daniel,  and  which  did  not  afiecl  the 
general  decision,  the  court  was  unanimous  in  its 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  li 
cense  laws.” 

MINESOTA  TERRITORY. 

Is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Canada  West;  on  the 
east  by  Michigan  and  Wisconsin;  on  the  south  by 
the  parallel  of  43  degrees  30  minutes,  which  is  the 
most  northern  line  of  Iowa;  and  on  the  west  by  the 
river  Sioux  and  the  Red  River  of  the  north.  The 
line  separating  Mmesota  from  Michigan  is  jn  Lake 
Superior,  and  that  separating  it  from  Wisconsin 
passes  along  Lake  Superior  to  the  F.vllsof  the  St. 
Louis  river,  and  thence  south  till  it  strikes  the  river 
St.  Croix,  which  it  follows  to  the  Mississippi. — 
Thence  down  the  Mississippi  to  latitude  43j,  the 
place  of  beginning. 

Embraced  wiiliin  these  boundaries  there  are  about 
90,000  square  miles— equal  to  58,000,000  of  acres. 
Il  is  in  nearly  tlic  same  latitude  as  the  slate  of 
Maine.  In  area  it  exceeds  the  island  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  il  is  nearly  equal  to  Iiaitce.  Comparing 


it  with  old  states,  it  is  as  large  as  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  For  the  production  of  wheat  and  the 
grasses  its  soil  and  climate  are  favorable.  Now,  it 
appears  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  ex- 
tremely distant  and  interior.  So  did  Wisconsin  fif- 
teen years  ago.  In  commercial  advantages,  it  will 
not  be  one  of  the  most  favored  of  the  stales,  nor  yet 
one  of  tile  least.  By  means  of  Lake  Superior,  on 
which  it  borders  for  more  than  one  hundred  miles, 
from  Pigeon  River  to  Fond  du  Lac,  its  northern  and 
middle  portion  will  have  cheap  com  uunicalion  with 
ail  the  lake  shores,  and  the  Atlantic,  and  through 
the  Upper  Mississippi  and  St.  Peter’s  rivers,  will 
hold  easy  intercourse  with  the  whole  great  valley 
below. 

Lake  Superior  affords  abundance  of  good  harbors, 
and  ttic  Mississippi  offers  fine  navigation  up  to  tlie 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  more  than  100  miles  above  the 
southern  boundary  of  Minesota. 

With  the  exception  of  its  western  portion,  it  is 
well  watered  by  rivers  and  lakes.  Its  lake  border  is 
rich  in  metalliferous  deposites. 

The  most  important  points  in  Minesota,  at  pre- 
sent, and  probably  for  all  time  to  come,  are  Fond  d 
Lac,  at  llie  western  extremy  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
Fort  Snelling,  near  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony. 

With  many,  its  cold  climate  will  be  an  objection 
It  is  pretty  well  north,  but  if  a man  wishes  to  raise 
a vigorous  family  (and  we  know  of  nothing  more 
desirable)  he  will  much  sooner  seek  a home  in  Mi 
nesola  than  in  Texas.  There  is,  however,  abund 
ant  room,  as  yet,  this  side  of  that  territory.  North 
western  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin  should  first 
be  settled.  [Toledo  Blade. 


Lake  Superior  Mining  Companies.  Several 
the  few  mining  companies  which  have  kept  their 
works  in  operation  the  past  winter  have  recently  re 
ceived  cheering  accounts  therefrom.  Probably  not 
less  than  2,000  tons  in  all  of  ore,  averaging  20  per 
cent,  has  been  raised  on  Lake  Superior  since  last 
October.  Not  more  than  eight  or  ten  companies 
have  been  at  work  in  earnest,  though  many  more 
left  one  to  three  or  four  men  on  their  locations 
ihroiigh  the  winter  to  prosecute  explorations,  lake 
care  of  properly,  &c.  Probably  one  hundred  com 
panics  at  least  will  be  actively  at  work  by  lOth  of 
June.  The  far  easier  terms  proffered  by  the  Cana 
dian  authorities  to  miners  on  the  north  side  of  the 
lake  has  drawn  thither  a good  share  of  enterprise 
and  attention,  and  we  understand  that  some  remark- 
ably rich  veins  have  been  opened  there.  Still,  the 
operations  on  our  side  greatly  preponderate. 

SENATOR  SOULE. 

The  friends  of  this  eloquent  senator  from  Louisi 
ana,  on  his  return  from  congress  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  invited  him  to  a public  dinner,  given  as 
welcome  home,  and  an  approval  of  his  public  ser- 
vices. The  entertainment  was  characteristic  of  the 
emporium  of  tlie  west.  / 

In  reply  to  a toast  commending  his  course,  wliich 
was  received  with  deafening  applause, 

Mr.  Soule  thus  addressed  the  crowded  assem- 
blage: 

“Laboring,  sir,  under  the  most  profound  emotions, 

I greatly  fear  lest  my  extreme  agitation  debar  me, 
from  expressing,  as  1 would,  how  sincerely  1 appre- 
ciate the  evidences  of  kindness  and  esteem  which 
you  so  lavishly  bestow  on  me.  I am  free  to  confess 
that  I can  scarcely  believe  in  the  reality  of  what  I 
see,  ai.d  that  I dread  lest  the  sound  of  my  voice 
should  dissipate  the  fond  dream  in  which  1 seem  to 
indulge  amid  the  joys  of  this  festival. 

“Impossible,  however,  sir,  is  it  for  me  to  remain 
silent  after  what  1 have  just  heard;  for  to  you  and 
to  those  who  have  made  you  their  organ,  I must  of 
fer,  at  the  least,  some  pretext  for  the  honor  confer- 
red on  me  by  this  convivial  gathering. 

“1  beg  you  to  believe  me  when  1 say,  that  I have 
not  misconceived  the  motive  which  prompted  this 
kindly  ottering,  and  that  it  is  with  extreme  reserve 
that  1 dare  assign  to  myself  any  portion  of  its  ho- 
mage. 

“Despite  the  seductions  with  which  il  has  pleased 
you  to  encircle  my  self-love — despite  the  dazzling 
reception  that  has  just  been  accorded  me,  I cannot  so 
far  yield  to  the  blindness  of  my  liearl  as  to  ascribe 
your  kindness  to  any  effect  produced  by  tlie  liumbio, 
secondary,  and  unexpected  rank  in  the  public  eye, 
to  whicti  a late  favor  coii.signed  me  in  the  forensic 
debates  that  closed  the  last  session  of  congress. 

“Ho  w could  1 thus  deceive  myseli  ? While  the 
northern  breeze  lliat  lately  wafted  to  you,  with  my 
name,  some  trifling  remnant  of  a fleeting  glory,  has 
left  nought  behind  but  an  imperceptible  murmur  of 
which  1 have  heard  the  expiring  sigh,  the  historic 
page  is  already  lianding  to  posterity  those  brilliant 
triumphs  of  which  it  was  my  liappy  lot  to  be  a si- 
lent witness. 


“But,  when  I heard  Webster,  with  his  massive 
brow  reflecting  all  the  radiance  of  genius,  expound 
in  sublime  axioms  the  most  intricate  points  of  con- 
stitutional law;  when.  Badger,  with  the  inexorable 
scalpel  of  his  logic;  probe  the  most  sinuous  combi- 
nations of  federal  politics;  when,  Berrien,  invest 
willi  all  ihe  prestiges  of  academical  formulas,  and 
clothe  with  a brilliant  mantle  of  rubies  and  pearls 
the  nakedness  of  a forlorn  cause;  when,  Corwin, 
lash  his  unbridled  elocution  against  the  gloomy 
phantoms  evoked  by  his  dramatic  imagination;  when, 
Benton,  let  loose  the  tempests  of  his  soul,  and  storm, 
in  the  midst  of  an  admiring  and  a've-struck  senate, 
with  the  torrents  of  his  impassioned  heart;  when, 
Allen,  rush  into  the  discussion  when  the  terrific  an- 
athemas of  his  prophetic  longue;  when  I lieard  Cass, 
expressing  with  burning  lips  the  tlioiiglils  which  Ills 
mind  liad  pondered  in  silence  and  meditation — iiurl 
hiG  rebounding  speech  amidst  the  agitations  of  con- 
troversy, and  hold  liis  adversaries  captive  under  the 
gripe  of  his  unsparing  dialectics;  Calhoun’s  gigantic 
intellect  unfolding  its  powers  in  lofty  and  beguiling 
irenoralizalions — awe  the  most  vigorous  minds  and 
master  the  most  rebellious  convictions:  then,  then 
would  the  fire  seize  me  also,  making  me  dream,  in 
my  fevered  brain,  of  genius — glory — success — tri- 
umphs; and  1 would  have  grown  a hundred  cubits, 
to  waft,  on  the  tones  o(  my  voice,  the  name  of  J/mi- 
siana  to  the  exlreme  confines  of  the  world — glorify- 
ing her  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  universe — 
cancelling,  as  it  were,  in  one  day,  a debt  of  twenty 
years’  kindness. 

“And  Louisiana  did  inspire  me — she  alone  made 
me  dare  speak — her  voice  alone  gained  me  a hear- 
ing. It  was  she  that  made  me  what  I was,  as  it  is 
she  again  that  now  speaks  to  me  through  you  in  en- 
couraging terms.  Let  us  speak  of  her,  gentlemen — 
let  us  speak  of  her  loud;  above  all,  let  us  awaken 
her  own  eloquent  voice.  Too  long  has  slie  been  for- 
gotten. Why  should  she  remain  mute.-' — why  appear 
inactive  and  silent  amid  the  changing  scenes  that 
the  drama  of  our  political  conte.sts  evolves  in  her 
presence?  Why  should  slie  abdicate  ttie  lofty  rank 
to  which  so  many  rich  episodes  in  the  history  of  the 
last  war  entitled  and  elevated  her?  1 spoke  of  her, 
gentlemen  with  priile,  for  the  tendercst  love  towards 
her  dictated  my  words.  Permit  me  to  speak  of  her 


“Others  may  dwell  with  admiration  on  the  in- 
conceivable increase  of  her  agricultural  resources, 
and  the  stili  more  wonderful  advances  of  the  Queen 
city  that  clasps  to  her  bosom  the  immense  produce 
conveyed  to  her  by  the  monarch-stream;  they  may 
boast  of  the  conquests  achieved  from  day  to  day,  by 
her  commerce,  over  the  industry  of  her  sister  slates, 
and  the  wants  of  foreign  nations;  or,  they  may  speak, 
with  enthusiasm,  of  the  mildness  of  her  climate,  the 
inexhaustible  fertility  ol  her  soil,  the  chivalric  hos- 
pitality of  her  social  customs,  which  constantly  lure 
to  her  hearth  the  sons  and  genius  of  remote  lands; 
but  mine  may  be  an  essay  to  lift  up  the  veil  that 
envelopes  her  (ulure — to  pluck  a few  leaflets  from 
the  book  of  her  destiny. 

“Behold!  what  she  is  inheriling  from  the  fields  of 
battle  that  our  heroic  soldiers  have  immortalized! — 
Do  the  vague  but  prophetic  rumors— the  shouts  of 
victory- tlie  pas-ans  of  triumph  wafted  hither  by 
every  morning  breeze,  say  naught  to  you  of  the  bril- 
liant destiny  awaiting  her?  In  the  vista  of  futurity 
do  you  not  seem  to  behold  a hundred  new  stales  re- 
volving around  her,  and  striving  for  the  honor  of  sa- 
luting her  Queen? 

Onward  then,  noble  Louisiana!  Glory-crowned 
and  firm  under  the  guidance  of  God,  march  with 
ande  in  the  mysterious  path  traced  out  for  you  by 
Providence,  and  snatch  from  the  flash  of  the  light- 
ning that  illumes  your  way,  the  civic  diadem  which 
fortune  proffers  you! 

On  you,  gentlemen,  devolves  Ihe  privilege  of 
preparing  her  for  this  sovereignty.  How  arduous 
soever  may  be  her  future  destiny,  union  on  your  part 
will  accomplish  il.  And  why  should  you  not  he. 
united?  In  this  storm-beaten  ocean,  every  man  will 
have  his  wave,  and  every  thought  its  triumpliaiii 
swell. 

“Around  this  festive  board,  whence  parly  spirit  is 
excluded  under  so  rare  and  gratifying  a self-denial, 
an  energetic  hop  : arises  in  my  heart  lliat  your  unit- 
ed sympalliies  will  sustain  our  stale  in  the  critical 
liour  of  need. 

“And  is  il  not  an  earnest  of  this  spirit  in  her  re- 
gard, lliat  chance,  toucliing  willi  its  wand  the  most 
humble  among  you,  marked  iiim  with  a reputation 
how  fleeting  soever,  the  better  to  manifest  the  one- 
ness of  soul,  of  thought,  and  of  heart  with  which 
you  would  all,  despite  the  differences  of  political 
faith,  gather  together  in  honor  of  your  favored  re- 
presentative? 

“Let  us  drink,  then,  gentlemen,  to  her!  To  her, 
all  in  concert— To  Louisiana!" 
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The  dinner  lo  the  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  given 
by  the  citizens  of  Richmond  on  Friday,  30th  ult., 
was  a handsome  compliment  happily  paid.  The  hon 
Wm.  McFarland  presided,  with  Mr.  Webster  at  his 
right  hand,  and  near  him,  as  invited  guests,  the  Rev. 
Moses  D.  Hoge,  Col.  M.  M.  Payne,  of  the  U.  States 
Army,  Professor  Plitchcock,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Messrs.  Daniel  and  Patton,  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil. In  his  address  preceding  a toast  complimentary 
to  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  McF.  said: 

“I  need  not  tell  you  who  answers  to  this  charac- 
ter. We  are  met  as  Americans,  to  honor  an  Ame- 
rican who  is  an  honor  lo  America — to  honor  one 
whose  name  is  familiar  abroad  as  it  is  at  home;  to 
whom  scholars  and  orators  yield  cheerful  prece- 
dence; and  whose  name  is  associated  with  unsurpass- 
ed wisdom  in  council,  matchless  ability  in  debate, 
and  with  what  is  yet  nobler,  a patriotism  restricted 
to  no  bonds,  but  commensurate  with  the  highest 
happiness  of  the  whole  people — one  to  whom  the 
country  has  bren  indebted,  again  and  again,  for  hi- 
noble  efforts  in  behalf  of  her  constitution  and  laws.” 
Mr.  Webster  responded  in  a speech  of  an  hour’s 
length,  which  was  listened  to  with  profound  inter- 
est and  universal  satisfaction. 

Arrival  of  Mr.  Webster.  Hon.  Daniel  Web- 
ster and  lady  arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday,  1st 
inst.,  by  the  northern  cars,  and  are  the  guests  of  his 
excellency.  Gov.  Graham.  On  Sunday  they  at- 
tended the  Episcopal  church.  On  yesterday,  the 
executive  mansion  was  thrown  open,  and  our  com- 
munity, generally,  availed  themselves  of  the  occa- 
sion, to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished  stran- 
gers. 

This  evening,  (Monday)  the  lady  of  the  hon.  Win 
H.  Haywood,  Jr.,  will  hold  a soiree  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Webster,  at  which  a large  number  of  our  citizens 
will  doubtless  be  present.  We  understand  that  it  is 
Mr.  Webster’s  intention  to  proceed  on  his  southern 
journey,  this  morning,  (Tuesday,)  via  Wilmington. 

A public  dinner  was  offered  him  in  this  city,  but 
he  was  compelled  lo  decline  the  civiliiy. 

[Raleigh  Register,  May  4. 

MR.  CALOUN’S  LETTER  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE— THE  RIGHT  OF 
MAJORITIES,  AND  DORRISM. 

The  Rochester  Daily  Mverliser,  publishes  a letter 
from  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  in  reply  to  a lettei 
from  Mr.  Robert  L.  Dorr,  of  Dansville,  in  the  course 
of  which  that  gentleman  had  said: 

“I  have  been  reading  with  no  little  interest,  the 
debate  in  the  senate,  on  your  resolutions  in  relation 
lo  slavery,  in  which  senator  Simmons,  of  Rhode 
Island  participated,  and  must  confess,  that  1 was 
somewhat  confounded  at  some  of  the  notions  ad- 
vanced by  you  on  that  occasion.  It  may  be  that,  on 
reading  your  remarks,  I misapprehended  their  pur- 
port, or  am  so  dull  of  apprehension  that  I cannot  see 
their  rationality.  The  Rochester  papers  make  you 
say  ‘‘that  you  would  prefer  a despotic  government,  oi 
an  aristocracy,  to  a government  w here  the  numerical 
majority  govern;”  and  then  you  say  “i/iis  is  Dorr- 
ism,  and  that  the  senator  from  Rhode  Island  was  the 
last  person  in  the  world  from  whom  you  expected 
such  doctrines,  because  Rhode  Lland  had  tasted  its 
bitter  fruits.”  Now,  I happened  to  be  one  of  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Wilmol  proviso,  and  was 
willing  with  some  anxiety  to  see  your  views  upon 
the  subject.  It  was  with  great  surprise  and  aston- 
ishment that  1 read  such  sentiments  from  one  enjoy- 
ing so  much  respect  and  confidence.” 

The  following  is  Mr.  Calhoun’s  reply: 

Fort  Hill,  2lst  March,  1847. 
Dear  sir:  I see  by  your  letter,  that  you  have 
formed  your  opinion  on  a very  imperfect  report  ol 
what  I said;  and  in  order  that  you  may  see  what  I did 
say,  I enclose  the  within,  which  contains  a correct- 
ed copy  of  my  reply  to  Mr.  Simmons,  with  my  reply 
to  Mr.  Turney,  and  my  speech  on  my  resolutions. — 
You  will  see  that  if  1 am  opposed  to  a government 
ba^ed  on  the  principle  that  a mere  numerical  majo- 
rity has  a rigtil  lo  govern,  ! am  equally  opposed  to 
the  government  of  a minority.  They  are  both  the 
government  of  a part  over  a part.  1 am  in  favor  ol 
the  government  of  the  whole;  the  only  really  and 
truly  popular  lepublican  government — a govern- 
ment based  on  the  concurrent  majority — the  joint 
assent  of  all  the  parts,  through  their  respective  ma- 
jority of  the  will  le.  Such  is  the  constitution  and 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  such  are  all 
leally  and  truly  constitutional  governments.  Tiie 
government  of  a mere  majority  or  minority  is  not 
popular  enough  for  me,  they  are  both  in  their  nature 
(te.'-polic  and  not  constitutional  governments.  1 do 
not  object  lo  extended  suffrage.  I have  ever  advo- 
cated It.  By  Dorrisin  I mean  the  right  claimed  for 
the  numerical  majority,  that  it  has  itie  inherent  and 


absolute  right  to  govern,  a sort  of  right  divine,  like 
that  claimed  by  Sir  Robert  Filmer  for  Kings.  Such 
a right  has  no  foundation,  and  is  inconsistent  with  the 
very  idea  of  a constitutional  government. 

With  respect,  1 am,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Robert  L.  Dorr,  Esq. 

LETTER  FROM  COL.  T.  H.  BENTON  TO  THE 
PEOPLE  OF  OREGON. 

From  the  JVfto  Orleans  Mercury. 

Washington  city,  March  1847. 

My  friends — (for  such  I may  call  many  of  you 
from  personal  acquaintance,  and  all  of  you  from  iny 
thirty  years  devotion  to  the  interests  of  your  coun- 
try)— I think  it  right  to  make  this  communication  to 
you  at  the  present  moment,  when  the  adjournment 
of  congress,  without  passing  the  bill  foryourgovern- 
ment  and  protection,  seems  to  have  left  you  in  a 
state  of  abandonment  by  your  mother  country.  But 
such  is  not  the  case.  You  are  not  abandoned!  nor 
will  you  be  denied  protection  for  not  agreeing  to 
admit  slavery.  I,  a man  of  the  south  and  a slave- 
holder, tell  you  this. 

The  house  of  representatives,  as  early  as  the  mid- 
dle of  January,  had  passed  the  hill  lo  give  you  a 
territorial  government,  and  in  that  bill  had  sanction- 
ed and  legalized  your  provisional  organic  act,  one 
of  the  clauses  of  which  forever  prohibits  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  in  Oregon.  An  amendment  from  the 
senate’s  committee,  to  which  this  bill  was  referred, 
proposed  to  abrogate  that  prohibition;  and  in  the  de- 
lays and  vexations  lo  which  that  amendment  gave 
rise,  the  whole  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  lost 
for  the  session.  This  will  be  a great  disappointment 
to  you,  and  a real  calamity;  already  five  years  with- 
out law  or  legal  institution  for  ihe  protection  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property!  and  now  doomed  to  wait  a 
year  longer.  This  is  a strange  and  anomalous  con- 
dition! almost  incredible  to  contemplate,  and  most 
critical  to  endure! — a colony  of  freemen,  4,000  miles 
from  the  metropolitan  government,  and  without  laws 
or  government  to  preserve  them!  But  do  not  be 
alarmed,  or  desperate,  you  will  not  be  outlawed  for 
not  admitting  slavery.  Your  fundamental  act  against 
that  institution,  copied  from  the  ordinance  of  1787 
— (the  work  of  the  great  men  of  the  south,  in  the 
great  day  of  the  south,  prohibiting  slavery  in  a ter- 
ritory far  less  northern  than  yours) — will  not  be 
abrogated!  nor  is  that  the  intention  of  the  prime 
mover  of  the  amendment.  Upon  the  record,  the 
judiciary  committee  of  the  senate  is  the  author  of 
that  amendment:  but  not  so  the  fact!  That  commit- 
tee is  only  midwife  lo  it.  Its  author  is  the  same 
mind  that  generated  the  “fire-brand  resolutions,”  of 
which  I send  you  a copy,  and  of  which  the  amend- 
ment is  the  legitimate  derivation.  Oregon  is  not  the 
object.  The  most  rabid  propagandist  of  slavery 
cannot  expect  to  plant  it  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
in  the  latitude  of  Wisconsin  and  Ihe  Like  of  the 
Woods.  A home  agitation,  for  election  and  disunion 
pui poses,  is  all  that  is  intended  by  thrusting  this 
fire-brand  question  into  your  bill!  and,  at  the  next 
session,  when  it  is  thrust  in  again,  we  will  scourge 
it  out!  and  pass  your  bill  as  it  ought  to  be.  I pro- 
mise you  this  in  the  name  of  the  south,  as  well  as  of 
the  north;  and  the  event  will  not  deceive  me.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  president  will  give  you  all  the  pro- 
tection which  existing  law  s,  and  detachments  ol  the 
army  and  navy  can  enable  him  lo  extend  lo  you;  and, 
until  congress  has  lime  to  act,  your  friends  must  rely 
upon  you  to  continue  to  govern  yourselves,  as  you 
have  heretofore  done,  under  ihe  provisions  of  your 
own  voluntary  compact,  and  with  the  justice,  har- 
mony, and  moderation  which  is  due  lo  your  ow  n 
character  and  lo  the  honor  of  the  American  name. 

1 send  you  by  Mr.  Shinely,  a copy  of  the  bill  of 
the  late  session,  both  as  it  passed  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives and  as  proposed  lo  be  amended  in  the 
senate,  with  the  senate’s  vole  upon  laying  it  on  the 
table,  and  a copy  of  Mr.  C-slhoun’s  resolutions — 
(posterior  in  dale  to  the  amendment,  but,  neverthe- 
less, father  to  it) — also  a copy  of  your  own  provi- 
sional organic  act,  as  printed  by  order  of  the  senate: 
all  which  will  put  you  completely  in  possession  ol 
the  proceedings  of  congress  on  your  petition  lur  a 
territorial  government,  and  fur  the  protection  and 
security  of  your  rights. 

In  conclusion  1 have  to  assure  you  that  the  same 
spirit  which  has  made  me  the  Iriend  of  Oregon  for 
thirty  years — which  led  me  to  denounce  the  joint 
occupation  treaty  the  day  it  was  made,  and  lo  op 
pose  its  renewal  in  1828,  and  lo  labor  for  its  abroga 
lion  until  it  was  terminated;  and  the  same  spirit 
which  led  me  to  reveal  the  grand  destiny  of  Oregon, in 
articles  written  in  1818,  and  to  support  every  mea- 
sure for  her  benefit  since^ — this  same  spirit  still  ani- 
mates me,  and  will  continue  lo  do  so  while  I live; 
which,  I hope,  will  be  long  enough  lo  see  an  empo- 
rium of  Asiatic  commerce  at  the  mouth  of  your  ri- 


ver, and  a stream  of  Asiatic  trade  pouring  into  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  through  the  channel  of  Ore- 
gon. Your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


DIVISIONAL  LINES. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Massachusellss,  to  settle  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  two  states,  have  agreed  upon  the  line  of 
division,  which  now  awaits  only  the  sanction  of  the 
two  legislatures  to  be  confirmed. 

Maryland.  Internal  improvements.  Maryland  has 
experienced  rather  unneighhorly  legislation  from  the 
two  great  stales,  V irginia  and  Pennsylvania,  between 
which  she  is  wedged  in.  Each  by  turns,  year  after 
year,  and  up  to  this  date,  have  denied  her,  and  for 
sheer  jealousy  of  the  emporium  of  Maryland,  have 
by  the  same  measures  denied  a large  portion  of  the 
people  of  their  own  respective  states — the  advantage 
of  improving  gratuitously  either  of  those  states,  high 
ways  and  thoroughfares  by  which  not  only  that  por- 
tion of  their  people  would  be  greatly  benefilled,  and 
those  benefitted  of  course  to  the  same  extent  at 
least,  but  the  trade  of  other  stales — and  the  people 
that  inhabit  extensive  regions  of  our  country  would 
be  materially  accommooated.  Each  happens  to  hold 
a key  of  territory  by  which  they  appear  determined 
if  possible  to  keep  the  energies  of  Maryland  their 
sister  slate,  locked  up,  notwithstanding  alt  the  ad- 
vantages whicli  nature  has  given  to  her,  and  the 
spirited  enterprise  which  her  citizens  have  at  all 
times  exhibited  in  leading  the  way  to  public  im- 
provement and  opening  avenues  for  trade  of  which 
they  have  respectively  shared  the  advantages  in  full 
proportion,  without  contributing  a moiety  to  their 
advantage. 

Maryland  has  suffered  and  continues  to  suffer  under 
the  disadvantages  thus  imposed  upon  her.  But  the 
enlerprize  and  efforts  of  her  people  flag  not,  for  a 
moment.  Without  the  advantage  of  having  her  public 
works  completed,  and  yet  taxed  with  the  immense  ex- 
pense of  having  expended  twenty  millions  in  so  far 
constructing  them,  the  people  ol  Maryland  resume 
payment  upon  the  state  debt  by  taxing  themselves, 
to  an  amount  equal  lo  the  interest,  placing  them- 
selves thereby  in  unquestionable  credit,  and  now 
they  prepare  Jo  start  on  with  their  public  woiks 
with  a fair  prospect  and  a full  determination  lo  com- 
plete them — Virginia  and  Penn.sy Ivania  to  the  con- 
trary nolwilh.'sianding. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company  after  a 
long  series  ol  negotiations,  with  the  Fitlsburgians 
and  those  representing  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
interests  on  ‘.he  one  hand,  and  the  Wheeling,  or 
Western  Virginia  interest  on  the  other  hand,  during 
which  negotiations,  those  communities  respectively 
have  been  strugglini  to  obtain  each  the  exclusive 
route  of  the  Ballin.iure  railroad  to  Itie  west,  after 
yeais  of  maiiceuvei ing,  finding  finall)  that  nLither 
one  nor  Ihe  otner  eouid  accomplish  that  olijeet,  and 
the  railroad  company  discovers  sutficienl  ii.duce- 
ineiits  to  attempt  the  conslructioii  ol  their  road  lo 
both  those  points  prov ided  they  are  aided  lo  a rea- 
sonable extent  in  the  undertaking  uy  both  those 
westein  communities,  have  prepared  projects  to 
them  respectively  which  it  is  presumed  both  .iill  ac- 
cede to.  '1  he  shortest,  most  dii  eci,  and  cheapest  route 
Ironi  the  Atlantic  sea  board  to  the  great  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  on  tlie  one  hand,  lo  the  great  Lakes 
and  their  triuutaries  ol  the  iiortli  west  on  the  other, 
would  be  secured  by  the  accomplishinenl  of  these 
joint  projet  is.  Committees  are  now  engaged  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company , and  on  the  part  of 
both  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg,  in  endeavors  to  ar- 
range the  pn  jects. 

Meantime  we  learn  from  various  sources  that. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  are  in  a 
fair  way  ol  completing  negotiations  vv  bicli  will  ena- 
ble them  not  only  to  resume  the  construction,  but  to 
complete  the  construction  of  that  important  work  to 
the  coal  and  mineral  legion  above  Cumberland. 

Baltimore  assessment.  A le-asses.-inenl  of  real  and 
personal  property  liable  lo  laxalion  within  the  city 
ol  Baltimore  has  just  been  completed,  ihe  aggre- 
gate amount  which  will  lorm  the  basis  ol  the  levies 
lor  the  present  year,  is$77,50U,UUU.  This  exceeds  the 
preceding  assessment  by  over  i|i22,OOLi,OOU  and  comes 
vv  ilhiii  ^2,5U0,0UU  ol  the  estimates  made  by  the  mayor 
when  replying  lo  the  inquiries  submitted  to  him  by 
Gov.  Pratt,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session  ol  the  legislature,  and  on  which  the  go- 
vernor 111  part  predicated  his  earnest  recommenda- 
tion lo  the  legislature  to  authorise  resumption  of 
payment. 

Oubernatorial  conventions.  I he  two  great  political 
parlies  aie  making  arrangements  lor  conventions  to 
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nominote  their  candidates  for  the  next  October  elec- 
tion, so  far  as  respects  the  choice  of  a governor,  to 
serve  for  the  ttiree  years  from  the  1st  of  Janaary, 
1848  Accord  in-  III  the  con'liliillnn.  the  next  go- 
veinoi  liHi't  be  chosen  I rom  itie  Eistern  Shore. — 
Ttie  ailminislration  members  of  tlie  last  legislature 
recommended  that  their  convention  should  meet  at 
Annapolis  on  the  2-lih  June.  The  period  has  been 
objected  to  by  several  of  their  party  papers,  and  by 
some  of  the  counly  meetings  as  mterfermg  with  their 
period  of  harvest  amongst  agriculturists.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  to  the  24th 
May. 

The  Whig  Convention,  according  to  a like  re- 
commendation of  the  whig  members  of  the  last  le- 
gislature, are  to  hold  their  primary  meetings  to 
choose  delegates  to  the  convention,  on  the  15th  of 
May,  and  the  convention  is  to  assemble  at  Cambridge 
on  the  2bth  of  May. 

Jow.\.  Politics.  All  parlies  in  and  out  of  the  new 
slate  were  perfectly  astonished  at  the  result  of  the 
election  to  their  first  legislature  of  the  state,  which 
took  place  a few  months  since.  Not  a previous 
doubt  had  been  expressed  of  Iowa  coming  into  the 
union  an  administration  slate.  The  opposition  sent 
forth  a loud  shout  on  discovering  that  they  would 
have  a majority  on  Joint  ballot.  That  majority  did 
not  avail  them  however.  The  defeated  party  having 
a majority  in  the  senate,  evaded  meeting  the  popular 
branch  for  the  object  of  electing  United  Slates  se- 
nators, and  judges  of  the  state  courts,  thus  leaving 
the  slate  without  either  for  two  years,  as  their  le- 
gislature only  assembles  biennially.  The  reason  as- 
signed in  their  party  papers  for  this  course  was,  that 
the  previous  election  was  not  a fair  expression  of 
the  pnblic  voice,  as  another  trial  they  said  would 
suflSciently  manifest.  Upon  this  both  parties  took 
issue. 

Elections,  according  to  law  were  to  be  held  on  the 
1st  April  for  counly  judges,  and  for  a superintendant 
of  public  schools.  According  to  returns  received,  the 
whigs  appear  to  have  elected  their  candidates  for 
judges  in  most  of  the  counties,  and  show  a conside- 
rable gain  upon  the  popular  voles  of  last  fall.  But 
it  was  upon  the  superintendent  of  public  schools  that 
the  state  vole  was  tested.  Mr.  Mason,  a gentleman 
of  popularity  who  had  officiated  as  a judge  from  the 
earliest  settlement  of  the  territory,  was  selected  as 
the  administration  candidate.  Mr.  Harlan,  who  is 
said  to  be  comparatively  but  little  known  and  but  a 
short  time  a citizen  of  Iowa,  was  the  whig  candi 
date. 

1846.  1847. 


Henry, 

Whig  maj 

. Loco. 

Harlan. 

Whig. 

Mason. 

Loco. 
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0 

275 

0 

Clinton, 

Des  Moines, 
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31 

0 
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0 

21 

0 
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0 

57 

20 

0 
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54 

0 
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0 

20 

40 

0 
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0 
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0 
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30 

0 

40 
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0 
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Mahasca, 

0 
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0 
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0 
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Keokuk, 

0 

74 
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50 
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0 

82 
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0 

— 

— 
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Loco  maj.  in 
Whig  “ 

490 

1213 

1116 

626 

1846, 

1847, 

723 

639 

Net  Whig  gain. 
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The  remainder  of  the  state  has  been  heard  from, 
and  Harlan  has  been  elected  by  617  majority. 

The  above  is  the  whig  statement  of  affairs  in 
Iowa.  The  Washington  “Union”  gives  a different 
statement.  It  asserts  that  all  four  of  the  adminis- 
tration candidates  for  district  judges  have  been  elect- 
ed, that  l'Hllia?ns,  their  canuidale  in  Lee  county, 
beat  Stockton,  the  whig  candidate  351  votes.  It 
admits  that  judge  Jl/ason  has  been  beaten  by  the  whig 
candidate  lor  school  commissionerj  but  accounts  for 
it  by  ttie  objection  there  was  to  him  in  Lee  county 
for  having  given  the  decision  touching  the  title  of 
the  lands  in  what  is  called  the  “Half  Breed  Tract”— 
which  they  consider  to  be  against  the  interests  of 
the  settlers  on  said  tract.  T'he  “Union”  adds — “Iowa 
13  as  fixedly  and  thoroughly  democratic  as  either 
Illinois  or  Missouri. ” 

Election  for  two  congressmen,  to  represent  the  state 
in  the  ensuing  congress,  lakes  place  next  August. — 
Those  elected  last  fall  could  only  serve  till  the  4lh 
of  March  last. 


MEXICO. 


MEXIC.VN  N.VRRATIVF.  OF  EVF.NT3  AT  THE  HEROIC 

CITY  OF  VERA  CRUZ,  WHILE  BESIEGED  BY  THE 

AMERICAN  ARMY. 

Published  at  Jalapa,  1847. 

How  horrible  is  the  scene  we  are  attempting  brief- 
ly to  describe!  What  sympathizing  heart  can  be- 
hold it  vvithout  his  eyes  filling  with  the  bitterest 
tears  of  grie(.>  We  would  rejoice  to  conceal  from 
Mexico  this  event,  with  the  origin  of  our  melancholy 
abandonment,  and  the  causes  of  such  serious  and  la- 
mentable misfortunes  to  the  country — but  we  are 
compelled  to  announce  to  the  entire  world,  what 
was  our  true  position,  during  those  days  of  barba- 
rous conflict,  without  any  relief,  which  this  city  sus- 
tained, and  her  disastrous  end. 

This  description  shall  explain  the  cause  of  this  re- 
sult: the  true  language  the  Bulletin  has  issued,  which 
has  been  the  true  expression  of  the  sublime  senti- 
ments, animating  the  hearts  of  the  defenders  of  ill- 
fated  Vera  Cruz. 

Animated  and  decided,  we  awaited  the  enemies  of 
our  nationality,  after  the  beautiful  youths  of  Vera 
Cruz  had  devoted  many  months  to  the  daily  practice 
of  fire  arms,  considering  themselves  capable  of  re- 
pelling the  attack  and  announced  assault,  which 
this  city  was  expected  to  receive,  united  with  the 
arms  of  the  valiant  veterans  we  possessed,  all  studied 
the  best  plan  of  defending  our  vv'alls,  which  surround- 
ed our  own  national  and  constant  hearts,  sworn  ne- 
ver to  surrender  them  with  life.  When  the  squadron 
of  the  enemy  appeared,  bearing  the  invading  array, 
all  our  points  of  defence  were  at  once  covered  with 
our  veterans  and  the  National  Guard.  From  this 
first  moment,  the  service  was  constant,  with  the 
greatest  vigilance — citizens  excused  by  the  law,  ran 
to  the  common  defence,  and  few  were  found  without 
their  gun,  to  assist;  all  worked  and  ate  their  ration  in 
the  line,  momently  expecting  the  assault,  and,agie- 
ably  to  their  oath,  resolved,  at  the  cost  of  their  lives, 
to  defend  their  lauiilies  and  their  country. 

But  days  and  daik  nights  passed,  and  the  enemy 
did  not  approach  our  walls;  remaining  concealed 
bhhind  his  works,  he  was  not  anxious  to  measure 
arms  with  us — nor  venture  upon  ati  uncertain  deed 
of  arms,  selecting  as  was  mustagreeble  to  him,  and 
most  in  accordance  with  his  cbaracler,  Ihe  barbar- 
ous manner  of  assassinating  the  unottending  and  de- 
fenceless citizens,  by  a barbarous  bombardment  of 
the  city  in  the  most  horrible  manner,  throwing 
into  it  4100  bombs,  and  au  innumerable  number  of 
balls  of  the  largest  size,  during  nights  and  days,  di- 
recting his  first  shots  to  the  powder  magazine,  to  the 
quarter  of  hospitals  ol  chanty,  to  the  hospitals  for 
wounded,  and  to  the  points  be  set  afi.'e,  where  it 
was  believed  the  public  authorities  would  assemble 
with  persons  to  pul  it  out;  to  the  b ikers’  houses  de- 
signated by  llieir  ctiimnies,  and  during  the  night 
raining  over  the  entire  city  bou.bs,  whose  lieiglu 
was  perfectly  graduated  with  llie  tiuia  of  explosion, 
that  they  might  unite  in  falling,  and  thus  cause  the 
maximum  destruction— but  such  infamous  proceed- 
ings indicated  from  the  first  day  the  cowardice  of 
the  enemy.  His  first  victims  were  women  and 
children,  lollowed  by  whole  families  perishing  from 
the  effects  of  the  explosion,  or  under  the  ruins  of 
their  dwellings.  In  a short  lime  the  hospitals  were 
crowded  with  the  wounded,  the  dead  being  simulta- 
neously buried  — with  the  exception  ot  those  un- 
known, who  could  not  be  taken  from  under  the 
ruins.  The  bombs  entered  the  walls  ol  the  church 
ol  Santo  Dumiiigo,  killing  the  unlortuiiale  wounded, 
frightening  away  the  nurses  and  doctors;  who  alter 
arriving  with  haste  and  risk  at  the  church  ol  Sail 
Francisco  and  the  chapel  ol  the  third  order,  encoun- 
tered the  same  dismal  late;  as  well  as  at  the  hospi- 
tals of  Belen  and  ol  Lorelto,  where  it  is  well  ascer- 
tained one  bomb  assassinated  iimeteen  innocent  per- 
sons. Ill  all  quarters  perished  unlortunate  persons, 
seeking  a shelter  fro.ii  this  frightful  desolation, 
while  the  wounded,  retaining  strength  enough  to 
raise  themselves,  were  flying  as  cripples  and  sprink- 
ling the  streets  with  their  blood. 

At  Liie  second  day  of  the  bombardment,  we  were 
willioul  bread  or  meat,  reduced  to  a ration  ol  beans 
eaten  at  midnight  betiealli  a shower  ol  fire,  and  the 
light  issuing  from  the  projectiles.  By  this  lime  all 
the  buildings  from  La  Merced  to  the  Parraquia  were 
reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  impassable  streets  filled 
with  ruins,  Slones  and  projectiles.  The  citizens  had 
progressively  removed  to  the  claleta  side,  where  up 
to  Ibis  time  less  destruction  bad  happened,  taking 
shelter  in  the  streets  and  entries,  in  such  numbers 
that  there  was  only  room  to  stand  on  their  leet. — 
But  the  third  day  the  enemy  alternately  scattered 
their  shot,  and  now  every  spot  was  a place  of  dan- 
ger. T’his  was  the  actual  condition  of  the  desolate 
families,  suffering  so  much  anguish,  without  advice, 


hope,  sleep  or  food,  solely  engaged  in  preserving 
their  lives,  yet  more  aggravated  by  the  reflection  of 
the  uncertain  fate  of  their  sons  and  brothers,  re- 
maining on  the  fortifications,  who  in  return  sympa- 
thized with  this  condition  of  their  parents,  known  to 
be  subjected  to  the  explosion  of  every  bomb  upon 
their  own  habitation.  Most  of  the  families  whose 
houses  had  been  destroyed,  had  lost  every  thing,  all 
the  property  remaining  to  them  was  the  clothes  on 
their  backs,  because  what  the  flames  did  not  con- 
sume, was  buried  under  the  ruins.  Hundreds  of 
persons,  as  well  as  fathers  of  numerous  families  of 
children,  heretofore  relying  upon  certain  incomes, 
to-day  find  themselves  without  a bed  to  lie  upon, 
without  covering  or  clothing  to  shelter  them,  and 
without  any  victuals. 

The  principal  bake  houses  no  longer  existed,  no 
provisions  could  be  had,  and  we  were  without  any 
retail  shops — the  garrison  and  parlof  the  population 
feeding  upon  rice  and  beans  collected  by  the  munici- 
pal authorities!!!  Let  it  be  remembered  that  we  had 
been  blockaded  one  year,  causing  general  poverty; 
that  our  rich  and  benevolent  men,  who  could  have 
consoled  many  and  relieved  more,  were  absent,  and 
our  real  situation  can  be  best  ascertained  by  all  those 
knowing  Vera  Ciuz  to  live  on  her  commerce,  which 
had  been  already  dead  so  many  months.  In  the 
midst  of  such  a multitude  of  horrors,  desolation  and 
sorrow,  with  the  hospitals  full  of  wounded  without 
attendant^;  the  dwellings  filled  with  unburied  dead 
corpses,  no  food,  breaches  in  the  walls,  the  damage 
of  the  strongest  and  best  defended  works,  with  an 
expiring  slack  of  cannon  cartridges,  from  the  con- 
stant reply  of  them  for  the  enemy,  the  commanding 
general  surrounded  with  such  appeals  and  misfor- 
tunes, felt  his  courage  stimulated,  and  declared  his 
resolution  to  defend  the  post,  so  long  as  there  re- 
mained alive  ten  men  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object — the  officers  of  the  line  and  the  municipal 
authorities  assembled  for  consultation,  and  the  ma- 
jority judged  it  proper  to  save  the  lives  of  the  inno- 
cent citizens  assailed  by  the  enemy,  whose  death  did 
not  improv  e their  condition. 

We  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  exact  number  of  our 
killed  and  wounded;  but  by  the  best  data  we  have 
obtained,  estimate  both  at  not  less  than  one  thousand 
persons.  The  damage  done  to  dwellings  and  edifices 
is  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  which  cannot  be  re- 
qiaired  for  many  years. 

The  French  consuls  and  neutral  persons,  present 
against  their  consent  to  witness  such  desolating 
scenes,  eulogize  the  valour  and  actions  of  our  de- 
fenders and  the  heroic  conduct  of  this  population, 
suffering  so  many  calamities  in  a war,  so  furious,  so 
savage,  so  atrocious,  in  which  positions  our  men 
conlioriled  death,  without  fear,  suffering  without  the 
power  of  defence  or  vengeance,  witnessing  at  their 
sides  the  destruction  of  their  sons,  hearing  the  shrieks 
of  our  wounded  and  the  noise  of  such  destructive 
fires,  without  moving  from  their  position.  These 
recollections  fill  the  heart  with  bitterness,  and  the 
details,  which  we  omit,  will  excite  honor  when  pub- 
lished by  belter  pens.  Having  been  a target  during 
five  entire  days  for  six  IhousariU  or  -nore  projectiles, 
which  separated  when  they  exploded,  forming, 
vvithout  counting  (he  stones  aud  rubbish,  thrown  up, 
other  elements  of  deslructiuu,  to  the  amount  of 
2,500,000  shots. 

After  sustaining  this  attack,  wo  remain  reduced  to 
the  most  frightful  misery,  without  any  one  knowing 
how  to-morrow  to  feed  his  family. 

The  good  treatment  of  our  illustrious  municipali- 
ty will  always  be  engraved  upon  our  gratelul  hearts, 
as  well  as  the  noble  and  generous  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  consul,  who  sheltered  and  fed  in  his  house  a 
inuliiiude  of  sufl'ering  women  and  children,  for 
whose  fate  and  safety  he  and  others  have  shewn  the 
most  zealous  interest. 

Oil  the  2Gth,  the  authorities  of  Vera  Cruz 
hoped  that  she  would  merit  a conclusion  to  this  work 
filled  with  norror,  to  save  from  certain  death  so 
many  sick,  wounded  and  old  persons  of  women  and 
children  whose  sacrifice,  as  well  as  that  of  the  lives 
of  the  garrison,  was  now  useless,  without  increasing 
the  defence,  and  without  postponing  the  result  equal- 
ly painful,  besides  augmenting  our  troubles  niid  our 
increasing  destruction,  with  the  60  pieces  more 
already  prepared  by  the  enemy.  But  the  entire 
world  will  be  shocked  with  contempt  when  they  hear, 
that  without  our  asking  any  that  we  had  not  a right 
to,  and  which  honor  could  but  concede,  the  enemy 
ignobly  not  only  refused  to  grant  what  we  merited, 
but  desired  to  force  upon  us  vile  conditions,  leaving 
us  but  a few  hours  to  decide,  between  disgraae  and 
death,  declaring  he  would  destroy  that  city,  and  that 
none  of  the  inhabitants  should  escape  (not  even  the 
neutrals)  not  even  the  sick  and  wounded:  Incredi- 

ble declaration  on  the  part  of  those  making  it,  who 
at  the  same  lime  classed  us  as  brave  men.  What 
would  have  been  the  fate  then  ol  cowards.' 
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Thus  and  Ihus  only  were  they  able  to  conquer  us. 
Our  selection  could  not  be  doubtful;  death  was  a 
thousand  times  preferable  to  be  encountered  in  pas- 
sing before  his  lines,  to  join  the  garrison  within  Ul- 
loa.  A furious  norther  which  stopped  all  coramuni 
Cation  with  the  Castle,  allowed  the  reflection  al- 
though surmounting  these  difficulties,  our  families 
would  remain  as  a target  to  these  demons  of  the 
extermination  of  our  race. 

Existing  and  succeeding  nations,  after  ascertaining 
the  truth  of  our  statements,  will  do  us  justice; — 
and  hyena  North  Americans  receive  the  chastise- 
ment and  execration  of  all  Christians.  Such  is  the 
belief  of  my  heart,  at  the  time  of  writing  these 
lines,  at  3 o’clock  at  daylight,  the  27th,  in  the  body 
of  the  guards  at  the  point  we  are  defending;  and 
within  three  hours  of  that  death  which  they  have 
threatened  to  begin  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morning,  as  a 
voluntary  sacrifice  of  our  lives  in  defence  of  our 
eountry  and  national  decorum. 

To  morrow  we  may  not  exist  to  write;  but  from  our 
graves  will  arise  the  spirit  of  resistance  and  indepen- 
dence, which  is  so  imperative,  and  which  it  seems 
does  not  exist  in  Mexico. 

Our  blood  shall  cry  for  vengeance,  on  the  infamous 
assassinations  maliciously  perpetrated  on  our  people. 
The  month  of  March  fixes  the  epoch  of  scorn,  decay 
and  dissolution  of  North  America;  this  mixed  and 
prostituted  people  neglecting  the  counsels  and  forget- 
ting the  virtues  of  the  immortal  George  VVasliing- 
toM,  have  sowed  with  their  ambition  the  seeds  of 
their  future  ruin,  by  an  action  beneath  the  dignity  of 
a civilized  people. 

We  believe  the  representatives  of  European  na. 
tions  anticipated  our  decision:  foreseeing  the  con- 
d^ict  of  the  enemy,  they  humanely  and  generously 
visited  his  camp,  to  demand  the  rights  of  humanity, 
seeing  us  all  at  our  posts,  resolved  that  the  women, 
children,  old  people  and  neutrals  should  depart  from 
the  city  befere  we  would  yield;  leaving  us  a heap  of 
dead  bodies  in  lieu  of  Vera  Cruz!  And — who  will 
credit  it? — Scott,  in  imitation  of  the  wild  savage,  re- 
fused that  they  should  save  even  the  lives  of  the 
yet  living  and  foreign  neutrals.  In  despite  of  the  cry 
of  reason,  of  virtue,  of  honor,  he  constructed  new 
batteries.  Finally,  these  consuls  undertook  to  com- 
municate to  the  captains  of  the  neutral  vessels  of 
war,  lying  at  Sacrificio?;  but  their  application  under 
the  federal  flag  was  not  listened  to.  Commodore 
Perry  giving  orders  to  “fire  on.” 

These  meu  turned  a deaf  ear  to  everything;  their 
conduct  was  cowardly  and  infamous;  their  navy  af- 
fected to  approach  to  fight  the  fortifications,  flying 
from  the  fire  of  the  castle  and  the  battery  of  Santia- 
go. They  did  not  fight;  they  only  desired  to  destroy 
by  advantage. 

The  27lh  hardly  arrived,  v In  n the  entire  popula- 
tion of  women,  with  clniiliiii  in  llicir  arms,  and 
some  strangers,  waited  bel-.uc  the  dwellings  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  consuls,  who  by  their  flags, 
saved  the  lives  ofso  many  iiiiiocuits. 

In  tke  streets  were  heard  only  the  sights  of  grief 
and  the  moans  of  llie  iimsl  buier  : llliclion:  mixed 
with  this  muliiUide  were  iiioit  lespictable  ladies, 
asking  with  teais  in  iheir  eyes,  il  ii  were  near  G o’- 
clock, because  ihc  city  duik  had  been  dcst.  nyed  by 
a bomb;  all  were  anxious  to  Ui.ow  how  soon  the 
time  would  arrive  to  save  Un  iii,  all  ajking  aid,  to 
allow  Iheui  to  go  oui  on  loot  to  those  ardent  sands; 
in  the  meaiitime  the  ferocious  Scott  brutally  smiled, 
ridiculing  the  magnanimity  ot  said  consuls,  the  only 
representatives  of  their  nations,  depmed  of  all  com- 
munication with  their  ministers  in  Mexico, 

The  negotiations  for  an  agreement  to  end  these 
horrors  in  the  meanwhile  continued,  the  commission- 
ers making  a great  sacrifice  of  “amour  propre,”  so 
as  to  bring  the  business  to  such  a point  as  it  would 
be  accepted  by  the  garrison;  but  il  was  already  nine 
in  the  morning  and  nolbing  was  known,  and  the  pco 
pie  moved  from  the  centre  streets,  loaded  with  bun- 
dles of  clothes,  feeble,  and  without  nourishment, 
seeking  a gate  by  which  to  go  out.  Some  got  on 
board  ol  boats  to  pioceed  to  neutral  vessels  of  war, 
and  were  driveu  back  by  the  enemy.  'J'be  civil  au- 
Uioriiies  cflereJ  to  pul  tbemselves  at  the  head  of  this 
female  squad,  and  piesenl  tbemselves,  unarmed,  for 
Scott  to  lire  upon,  or  else  to  permit  them  to  go  to  the 
mountains,  since  be  denied  honor  to  men,  and  life  to 
women. 

Now  in  this  situation,  everything  fell  into  a chaos 
of  confusion.  Mothers  ran  to  the  lines,  and  found 
their  sons;  Gen.  Morales  refusing  to  sign  the  capitii 
lattoD,  and  not  to  bear  arras,  retired  in  a boat,  with 
the  Major  of  the  National  Guards,  leaving  the  coin- 
luand  to  Gen.  Earidero.  1 he  withdrawal  o(  these 
chieftains  increased  the  confusion,  and  ihe  turn  of 
this  spectacle  was  to  yield  to  the  power  of  necessity, 
because  it  became  known  the  National  Guard  would 
not  give  up  their  arms,  and  would  yield  life  rather 


than  do  so,  disbanding,  as  was  partly  the  case  the 
preceding  night,  so  soon  as  the  capitulation  was 
talked  of.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  everything 
was  completed  by  the  commissioners,  and  ratified 
by  Landero  and  Scott.  The  sun  of  this  day  was  but 
the  lamp  of  a sepulchre.  All  we  speak  of  and  de- 
sire is,  to  get  out  of  fhe  hateful  sight  of  the  Yan- 
kees. 

[Vera  Cruz,  28th  March,  1847,  at  10  o’clock  in  the 
day,  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  works  where  for  12 
days  we  desired  to  end  our  lives  for  our  beloved 
country.] 
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ORDER  OP  GEN.  SANTA  ANNA. 

The  following  is  a translation  of  a Mexican  order 
found  on  the  battle  field  of  Buena  Vista.  It  is  inte- 
resting as  conveying  an  accurate  idea  of  Santa  Anna’s 
preliminary  dispositions. 

Several  orders  of  the  20(/t  to  tke  21sl  Feb.  1847. 

Gen.  officer  of  the  day,  Don  Rafael  Vasquez;  aids. 
Col.  Jose  M.  Bennudes  and  lieut.  Col.  Don  Floren- 
cio  Aspeitia.  And  for  to-morrow,  Don  Francisco 
Mejia,  general  officer  of  the  day;  Col.  Don  Carlos 
Barilo  ami  Lieut.  Col.  Don  Gregoria  Eiati,  aids. 

In  the  morning  the  army  will  continue  its  march, 
which  will  commence  at  11  o’clock  precisely,  in  the 
following  order: 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4lh  battalions  of  light  infantry 
will  take  the  lead,  under  the  order  of  Gen.  Ampudia, 
so  that  he  may  be  able  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  circumstances  may  require.  Im- 
mediately after  the  battalion  of  sappers,  and  in  its 
rear,  and  at  the  head  of  the  division  of  infantry  of 
the  van,  under  the  orders  of  General  Pacheco,  will 
be  placed  the  company  of  Sharp  Shooters  and  three 
pieces  of  16’s,  with  their  respective  artillerists  and  re- 
serve— as  likewise  the  ammunition,  composed  of  lOO 
round  shot  and  100  grape  for  each  peice,  and  80  boxes 
musket  ammunition,  each  containing  9, GOO  cartri- 
dges. Division  of  infantry  of  the  centre,  commanded 
by  Gen.  Manuel  M.  Lombardini,  will  follow;  at  the 
head  of  this  column  there  will  be  five  12’s,  as  above 
named  and  ammunitioned,  and  also  80  boxes  of  mus- 
ket ammunition.  At  the  head  of  the  division  of  the 
rear,  commanded  by  Gen.  Ortega,  there  will  be  five 
pieces  of  8’s,  supplied  with  men  and  ammunition  as 
above,  and  also  its  80  boxes  of  musket  ammunition, 
each  containing  9,600  cartridges. 

The  division  of  cavalry  of  the  rear  will  follow 
closely  on  the  last  of  the  infantry,  having  at  their 
head  the  “Hussars”  and  in  their  rear  the  general 
ammunition  train,  escorted  by  the  brigade  of  horse 
artillery.  After  the  ammunition  train  all  the  camp 
followers  of  all  classes,  with  the  baggage  of  all  kinds, 
laundresses,  cooks,  &c.  il  being  distinctly  understood 
that  no  woman  will  be  allowed  to  mix  with  the 
column.  The  chief  in  charge  of  the  commissary  de- 
partment is  Don  Pedro  Ravejel,  who  is  also  in  charge 
of  the  baggage  train. 

His  excellency,  the  general  in  chief,  furthermore 
orders  that  the  difl'erent  corps  shall  to-day  receive 
from  the  commissary  three  days’  rations  for  the 
21st,  22d  and  23d,  and  that  they  require  the  neces- 
sary meat  this  afternoon  for  the  first  meal  to-morrow 
morning,  which  the  troops  are  directed  to  eat  one 
hour-  before  taking  up  the  line  of  march;  and  the 
second  will  be  taken  in  their  haversacks,  to  be  eaten 
in  tlie  night,  wherever  they  may  halt.  This  last 
will  consist  of  nieat,  two  biscuits,  and  half  a cake  of 
brown  sugar  (piloncello),  for  each  man;  for  on  the 
night  of  the  21st  there  will  be  no  fires  permitted, 
neither  will  there  be  signal  made  by  any  military 
inslrunieiiis  of  music — the  movement  at  early  day 
break  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  having  to  be  made 
in  ihe  most  profound  silence. 

The  troops  w ill  drink  all  the  water  they  can  before 
manhing,  and  will  take  with  them,  in  their  canteens 
or  other  vessels,  ail  they  possibly  can  carry;  they 
will  economize  the  water  all  they  can,  for  we  shall 
encamp  at  nighi  without  water,  and  shall  not  arrive 
at  It  until  12  o’clock  on  the  following  day.  The 
chiefs  of  corps  will  pay  much— ?«iic/i — attention  to 
this  last  instruction. 

Each  mule  belonging  to  the  ammunition  train,  and 
the  horses  of  officers,  will  receive  two  rations  of  corn, 
which  they  will  take  with  Ibein,  and  these  will  be 
fed  to  them  to-morrow  night  at  dusk  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  at  daybreak.  The  horses’  girts  will 
only  be  slackened,  and  the  mules  will  not  be  unhar- 
nessed while  they  are  eating.  'Phe  light  brigade  will 
likewise  obey  this  order  on  the  night  of  the  21sl— 
only  loosing  their  saddles  a little.  The  horses  and 
mules  will  all  be  taken  to  water  before  commencing 
the  march. 

Each  division  will  take  with  it  its  respective  medi- 
cal stall,  hospital  attendant,  medicines,  as  regulated 
by  the  medical  inspector  general. 
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The  chaplain  in  chief  will  provide  each  division 
with  its  chaplain.  He  will  also,  as  to  morrow  is  a 
Feast  Day,  order  Mass  to  be  said  at  5 o’clock  in  front 
of  the  position  occupied  by  the  van  guard;  at  7 o’clock 
in  front  of  the  centre;  at  8 o’clock  in  front  of  the 
rear  guard;  and  at  9 o’clock  in  front  of  the  division 
of  eavalry. 

Gen.  Don  Francisco  Perez  is  ordered  to  be  recog- 
nized as  second  in  command  to  Gen.  Lombardini, 
and  Gen.  Don  Luis  Guzman  as  second  to  General 
Ortega. 

To  facilitate  the  duties  of  the  conductor  general 
of  the  baggage  train,  the  cavalry  of  Celaza  and  all 
the  presidial  troops  arc  hereby  placed  under  his 
command. 

His  excellency  the  general  in  chief  recommends 
to  every  officer  punctual  compliance  with  and  obedi- 
ence to  each  and  every  part  of  this  his  general  order. 
By  order  of  his  excellency, 

Manuel  Micheltorena, 

Chief  of  the  general  staff. 

Translated  literally  from  the  order  book  of  the  8th 
company  of  the  permanent  regular  Cuirassiers,  found 
on  the  battle  ground  of  Buena  Vista,  February  23, 
1847  by 

Chas.  W.  Davis,  Capt.  and  A.  Q M.  U.  S.  A. 

[We  know  not  the  poetizer  that  thus  condenses 
the  report  of  Santa  Anna  to  the  Mexican  minister 
of  war  the  battle  of  Beuna  Vista. 

Your  excellency,  we’ve  won  the  day, 

My  “heroes”  fought  amid  the  fray. 

And  whipped  the  YariKees  without  pay, 

And  then  —we  ran  away.] 


MAJOR  GENARAL  SCOTT’s  PROCLAMATION. 

Headquarters  of  the  army,  Vera  Cruz,  April  11,  1847. 

Major  Gen.  Scott,  general  in  chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  good  people 
of  Mexico: 

Mexicans'. — At  the  head  of  a powerful  army,  soon 
to  bedoubled— a partof  which  is  advancing  upon  your 
capital — and  with  another  army  with  Major  Gen. 
Taylor,  in  march  from  Saltillo  towards  San  Lui* 
Potosi — 1 think  myself  called  upon  to  address  you. 

Mexicans — Americans  are  not  your  enemies,  but 
the  enemies,  for  a time,  of  those  men  who,  a year 
ago,  misgoverned  you,  and  brought  about  this  unna- 
tural war  between  two  great  republics.  We  are  the 
friends  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  country  we 
occupy,  and  the  friends  of  your  holy  religion,  its 
hierarchy  and  its  priesthood.  The  same  church  is 
found  in  all  parts  of  our  own  country,  crowded  with 
devout  Catholics,  and  respected  by  our  government, 
laws  and  people. 

For  the  church  of  Mexico,  the  unoffending  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  and  theirpropei  ty,  1 have  from 
Ihe  first  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  place  them 
under  the  safeguard  of  martial  law  against  the  few 
bad  men  in  this  army. 

My  orders,  to  that  effect,  known  to  all,  are  precise 
and  rigorous.  Under  them,  several  Americans  have 
already  been  punished,  by  fine,  for  the  benefit  of 
Mexicans,  besides  imprisonment,  and  one,  for  a rape, 
has  been  hung  by  the  neck. 

Is  this  not  a proof  of  good  faith  and  energetic  dis- 
cipline? Other  proofs  shall  be  given  as  often  as  in- 
juries to  Mexicans  may  be  detected. 

On  the  other  hand,  injuries  committed  by  indivi- 
duals, or  parties  of  Mexico,  not  belonging  to  the 
public  forces,  upon  individuals,  small  parties,  trains 
of  wagons  and  teams,  or  of  pack  mules;  or  any  other 
person  or  property  belonging  to  this  army,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  «ar — shall  be  punished  with  rigor:  or 
if  the  particular  oflenders  be  not  delivered  up  by 
Mexican  authorities,  the  punishment  shall  fall  upon 
entire  cities,  towns  or  neighborhoods. 

Let,  then,  all  good  Mexicans  remain  at  home,  or 
at  their  peaceful  occupation,  but  they  are  invited  to 
bring  in,  for  sale,  horses,  mules,  beef,  cattle,  corn, 
barley,  wheat,  flour  for  bread,  and  vegetables.  Cash 
will  be  paid  for  every  thing  this  army  may  take  or 
purchase,  and  protection  will  be  given  to  all  sellers. 
The  Americans  are  strong  enough  to  ofl'er  these  as- 
surances—which,  should  Mexicans  wisely  accept, 
Ibis  war  may  soon  be  happily  ended,  to  the  honor 
and  advantage  of  both  belligerents.  Then  the  Ame- 
ricans, having  converted  enemies  into  friends,  will 
be  happy  to  lake  leave  of  Mexico  and  return  to  their 
own  country.  Winfield  Scott. 


GEN.  SCOTT  AT  CHURCH. 

Easter  Sunday.  We  entered  the  church  on  the 
Plaza  and  were  gratified  to  see  so  full  an  attendance 
of  our  officers  and  men.  In  rather  an  obscure  place, 
on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  aisle,  sat  General  Scott 
and  a number  of  his  friends.  The  general  appeared 
devout  and  pious,  and  not  like  the  army  of  us  who 
who  go  to  such  places  to  pass  an  idle  hour. 


xMLES  NATIONAL  REGISTER-MAY  8,  1817— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


151 


The  entrance  of  the  general,  we  are  told,  created 
DO  little  astonishment  among  the  natives,  and  he  was 
readily  known  and  whispered  about  as  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Americans. 

The  doctrine  has  too  long  been  proclaimed  that 
we  are  the  enemies  of  that  religion  held  so  sacred 
by  the  Mexicans,  but  we  hope  soon  to  convince  them 
that  we  war  against  no  man  for  Ins  religious  princi- 
ples, and  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  demonstrate 
this  (act  than  the  presence,  at  places  of  worship,  of 
the  high  in  command  among  us,  whoso  liberality  of 
' gious  tolerance  induces  them  to  worship  at  any 


shrine  the  great  Creator  of  the  universe. 

The  scene  in  the  church  on  Easter  Sunday,  was 
indeed  one  of  interest  and  solemnity.  Many  who  the 
week  before  were  sending  death  shots  at  each  other, 
now  standing  and  kneeling  together,  communed  with 
the  same  God — much  deference  was  paid  to  our  ge- 
neral, he  was  the  first  one  to  whom  a lighted  candle 
was  handed.  He  received  it  solemnly,  and  held  it 
lighted  fora  lime  in  his  hand.  This  wasal.-o  pleasing 
to  the  citizens,  and  from  all  appearances  they  seemed 
to  think  they  were  not  all  ihe  devils  they  had  had 
pictured  to  them.  [Vera  Cruz  American. 


A PIC  NIC  AT  TAMPICO. 

A correspondent  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  says 
“On  the  4th  ult.  a party  was  given  by  some  olEcers 
as  a slight  return  for  the  pleasure  they  had  experi 
enced  at  the  delightful  party  given  them  by  the  amia 
ble  lady  of  the  German  consul.  It  was  deemed  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  the  Mexican  ladies  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  join  us.  A gentleman  well  ac 
quainted  with  them,  kindly  took  the  matter  in  hand 
and  reported  that  he  believed  the  affair  perfectly 
practicable.  It  was  decided  that  it  should  be 
steam  boat  excursion  up  the  Panuco.  7'he  United 
States  steamer  Mary  Summers  was  kindly  placed  at 
their  disposal,  and  everything  that  could  possibly 
, be  desired  was  placed  on  board  of  her  by  the  energy 

and  taste  of  the  accomplished  Captain  M of 

the  1st  artillery.  Just  consider  the  neat  little  steam- 
boat lying -at  the  wharf,  steam  up,  and  tastefully 
decorated  with  flags. 

At  3 o’clock  the  ladies  and  their  gentlemen  friends 
commenced  assembling.  In  a very  short  Ijme  we  had 
twenty  five  ladies — with  one  exception  they  were 
either  foreigners  or  Mexicans,  and  all  ladies.  The 
band  of  the  2d  artillery  accompanied  us.  Great 
anxiety  was  expressed  about  the  arrival  of  General 
S.  who  was  one  of  the  principal  persons  in  gelling 
up  the  afiair;  it  was  his  popularity  combined  with 
his  friendly  relation  with  all  the  principal  families 
which  induced  so  many  to  honor  us.  The  hour  ar- 
rived—but  no  Gen.  S.  Some  little  anxiety  was  ma- 
nifested by  our  fair  friends— the  boat  was  detained. 
At  last  much  to  our  regret,  apologies  had  to  be  made' 
and  we  took  our  departure. 

The  company  had  assembled  on  the  hurricane 
deck — a crowd  had  collected  on  the  wharf— and 
as  we  shoved  o8',  the  band  struck  up  a lively  air.  J 
then  had  time  to  look  around  me  and  take  a peep 
at  our  fair  and  trusting  visitors.  Delicacy  forbids 
that  1 should  individualize,  but  there  was  one  dark 
eyed  Senora,  with  true  Mexican  complexion  who 
attracted  universal  attention.  Her  soft  drooping 
black  eyes,  fine  contour  of  features,  and  stately 
form  were  the  subject  of  admiration.  Our  interest 
in  her  was  increased  when  we  were  told  that  she 
was  destined  to  early  widowhood.  Her  husband 
poor  fellow,  was  last  djing  w ith  consumption.  But 
few  of  the  ladies  could  talk  English,  and  1 was  there- 
fore afraid  the  affair  would  go  off  stiffly. 

Before  we  had  gone  five  miles,  partners  were 
called  for  a quadrille.  The  ice  was  broken;  the  ma- 
gic of  happiness  which  ever  hangs  o’er  the  move- 
ments of  the  dance,  immediately  communicated  itself 
to  our  fair  guests.  Eyes  that  were  dull  now  sparki- 
ed  Ihe  timed  were  assured — and  all  seemed  to  say 
“we  have  come  for  amusement,  and  whether  with 
^emies  or  friends,  we  are  determined  to  have  it.” 
The  graceful  waltz  look  the  place  of  the  quadrille. 

I sal  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  and  contemplated  the 
scene;  it  was  one  that  could  not  but  be  viewed  with 
the  greatest  interest.  Here  we  were  in  the  enemy’s 
country-— the  lair  Mexicans  confiding  in  our  honor, 
trusting  themselves  in  the  waltz 
with  oflicers  commanding  troops  opposed  to  their 
countrymen.  A lady  expressed  herself  to  me,  “that 
when  It  was  proposed  she  had  not  the  remotest  idea 
that  It  would  come  otl.”  This  pleasant  reunion  cannot 


but  have  a happy  effect,  socially  and  politically;  i. 
brings  us  together,  and  it  is  only  by  association  that 
Itnown;  they  will  see  that  we  are  not 
the  barbarians,”  as  represented,  but,  like  them- 
selves,  are  gay  and  light  hearted,  and  can  dance  to 
the  “merry  castanet.” 

Stately  and  rapidly  moved  the  steamer— the  grace- 
ful and  happy  couples  whirled  away  in  the  waltz — 


the  music  stole  softly  o’r  Ihe  broad  and  placid  river, 
and  the  deep  green  woods  re-cchoed  sounds  of  hap- 
piness. 1 was  lost  in  the  quiet  tranquil  beauty  of  the 
scene — was  reflecting  how  soon  these  graceful  arras 
which  now  supported  beauty,  those  manly  forms 
might  “bile  the  dust,”  alien  my  dream  was  dis- 
turbed by  the  cry  of  the  “brick  yard!”  Sure  enough 
there  it  was,  in  the  elbow  of  the  river.  We  liad 
sailed  22  miles,  scarcely  with  being  aware  of  it. 

We  soon  reached  there,  and  the  boat  was  fastened 
at  the  landing.  It  had  been  arranged  we  should  snil 
to  the  brick  yard,  and  there  complete  the  frolic  by 
dancing  at  the  house  of  the  hospitable  owner,  who, 
by  the  way,  was  an  American.  Just  as  we  were 
going  on  shore,  a canoe  shoved  out  from  the  landing, 
and  was  paddled  up  the  stream.  Seated  in  it,  under 
a cover  of  raw  hides,  was  a mother  and  two  beauti- 
ful girls.  They  had  left  the  city  in  the  morning,  and 
were  on  their  way  to  some  village  of  the  Panuco. — 
All  exclaimed — “Stop  them,  and  have  them  join  in 
the  festivities!”  Every  effort  was  made,  but  without 
success. 

We  all  disembarked,  and  promenaded  around  the 
gentleman’s  garden,  and  then  betook  ourselves  to  the 
house;  it  was  quite  capacious.  With  M’s  usual  en- 
ergy and  management,  a room  was  soon  prepared  for 
our  dancing;  our  empty  bottles  served  as  candle 
sticks.  Having  had  the  precaution  to  bring  a box  of 
candles,  the  room  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  By 
this  lime,  we  were  on  the  best  kind  of  terms  v/ilh 
all,  and  the  dance  commenced  with  renewed  glee. — 
Few  quadrilles  were  danced — they  are  devoted  to  the 
waltz  and  the  centre  dance>  which  is  a happy  com 
bination  of  the  two;  the  figures  of  the  latter  dance 
are  beautiful;  even  the  polka  was  danced.  For  the 
first  lime  in  five  years,  1 waltzed  the  whole  evening. 

't  here  is  no  such  thing  as  an  appropriation  or  mono- 
poly of  a belle.  During  the  waltz,  if  a gentleman 
wishes  to  waltz  with  any  particular  lady,  he  signi- 
fies his  wish,  and  his  partner  immediately  resigns 
her.  You  waltz  with  her  two  or  three  limes  round, 
and  then  return  her  to  her  partner.  It  is  a delightful 
and  most  sensible  custom,  and,  if  only  introduced 
into  the  stales,  might  be  conducive  to  much  more 
sociability  and  kindness  of  feeling  and  prune  off  a 
little  of  the  selfishness  of  the  monopoly  of  a belle 
by  a few,  to  the  exclusion  of  many,  and  probably 
more  ardent  admirers. 

At  eight  o’clock  a most  excellent  supper  was  set 
on  board  the  boat,  to  which  the  ladies  were  ushered 
by  a march.  Sociability,  happiness,  and  confidence 
reign»d  throughout,  and  amidst  the  exhilaration  of 
champaigne  we  returned  to  the  dance.  Whethe 
bright  eyes  were  really  brighter,  and  fair  forms 
fairer,  1 knew  not;  but  yet  they  seemed  so,  as  with 
renewed  joy  the  dance  commenced. 

Amid  a happy  dance  the  steamboat  bell  tolled  the 
hour  of  return;  we  embarked  upon  the  placid  river, 
and,  to  the  sound  of  music,  glided  rapidly  to  the  city. 
The  moon,  most  unfortunately,  had  been  obscured, 
but  she  deigned  one  smile  upon  us,  as  if  in  approba- 
tion of  the  scene.  We  landed  at  the  wharf,  with 
the  band  playing,  at  12  o’clock;  and  our  fair  guests 
retired  to  llieir  homes,  apparently  gratified  with 
their  trip.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  no  matter  where  the 
fortunes  of  war  carry  us,  that  the  memory  of  the 
Brick  Yard  Pick  Nic,  given  by  the  American  officers 
to  the  ladies  of  Tampico,  will  ever  be  fresh.  So 
much  for  pic  nics. 


Official.  Letters  have  just  been  received  at  the 
war  department  from  General  Taylor.  The  last 
bears  date  on  the  28th  of  March.  A previous  letter 
runs  as  follows;  and  it  pays  the  proper  tribute  to  tiie 
gallant  conduct  of  Col.  Morgan,  of  the  Ohio  volun- 
teers: 

Headquarters  of  the  ^drmy, 
Camp  near  Monterey,  March  22,  1847. 
Sir:  1 deem  it  my  duty  to  report  somewhat  more 
in  detail  the  occurrences  attending  the  interruption 
of  our  line  of  communication  with  Camargo,  and  the 
service  recently  rendered  by  troops  on  that  line. 

Pursuant  to  previous  orders,  issued  before  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  upon  Saltillo  became  known, 
the  2d  Ohio  regiment  had  occupied  three  points  on 

llie  line- — Col.  Morgan,  with companies,  taking 

post  at  Seralvo,  Lieut.  Colonel  Irvin,  with  three  at 

Alarin,  and  Major  Wall  with at  Punta  .Aguda. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  Col.  Morgan  was  ordered 
to  concentrate  his  regiment,  and  move  forward  to 
Monterey.  The  enemy  had  already  begun  to  infest 
the  road,  but  Col.  Morgan,  who  received  the  order 
on  the  night  of  the  23d,  was  able  to  bring  up  Major 
Wall’s  command,  and  march  the  next  morning. 

On  the  road  he  was  advised  that  a train  on  its  way 
from  Monterey  bad  been  attacked  that  day  (24th) 
near  Ramas,  and  the  escort  and  drivers,  with  a few 
exceptions,  killed  or  made  prisions.  On  the  morning 
of  the  25th,  Colonel  Morgan  was  joined  by  twenty- 


' five  drivers  and  wagon  masters,  who  had  fled  into 
the  hills  and  escaped  the  fate  of  their  companions. — 
[On  reaching  the  scene  of  the  disasters,  he  found  the 
drivers  horribly  mutilated,  and  several  bodies  thrown 
into  Ihe  flames  of  the  burning  wagons.]  P'lnding  no 
wounded,  the  march  was  continued  to  Mann,  which 
was  found  to  be  almost  deserted.  The  enemy’s  caval- 
ry, under  Gen.  Urrea,  had  been  before  Marin  for  two 
days,  and  several  skirmishes  bad  taken  place  between 
them  and  Lieut.  Col.  Irvin’s  command.  The  arrival 
from  Monterey  of  a reinforcement  of  infantry  and 
two  field  pieces  under  Maj.  Shepard,  (1st  Kentucky 
regiment),  had  caused  the  .Mexicans  to  retire,  and 
relieve  Lieut.  Col.  Irvin,  who  knew  nothing  of  Col. 
Morgan’s  approach.  At  Alarin  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  escort  of  llie  train  (thirty  men  under  Lieut. 
Barbour,  1st  Kentucky  regiment)  had  been  surround- 
ed and  captured. 

At  12  o’clock  at  night  Col.  Morgan  resumed  his 
march  and  met  the  enemy  near  Agua  Fria.  Forming 
his  command  in  square,  and  marching  in  that  order, 
he  continued  to  San  Francisco,  having  on  the  road 
several  encounters  with  the  enemy,  who  attempted 
to  break  Ills  formation.  From  San  Francisco  a mes- 
senger was  despatched  to  Lieut.  Col.  Irvin,  then  en- 
camped at  this  place,  who  promptly  lookup  themarch, 
and,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  joined  Col.  Morgan 
at  11  o’clock,  a.  m.  The  enemy,  who  had  in  the 
meantime  continued  his  attacks,  now  made  a final 
effort,  but  after  a sharp  action  of  a few  minutes  was 
driven  back,  and  retreated  from  the  field. 

The  loss  of  Col.  Morgan’s  command  in  these  af- 
fairs was  three  Americans  and  one  friendly  Mexican 
killed,  one  wagoner  mortally,  and  one  soldier  slightly 
wounded.  The  enemy  is  supposed  to  have  sustained 
a considerable  loss,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  en- 
gagement, its  amount  could  not  be  ascertained.  Wo 
have  to  lament  Ihe  fall  of  Captain  B.  F.  Graham, 
assistant  quartermaster  in  the  volunteer  service,  who 
was  killed  in  the  action  after  behaving  in  the  most 
gallant  manner. 

1 would  recommend  to  particular  notice  the  gal- 
lant conduct  and  energy  of  Col.  Morgan  throughout 
these  operations.  Lieut.  Col.  Irvin,  Major  Wall,  and 
Adjutant  Joline,  Qd  Ohio  regiment,  and  Maj.  Shep- 
herd, are  also  entitled  to  notice  for  good  conduct  and 
valuable  services. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  Gen.  U.  S.  army  commanding. 

The  adjl.  Gen.  of  the  army,  IVashinglon,  D.  C. 

'I’he  last  letter  from  General  Taylor,  of  the  28th 
March,  reports  that  our  communications  with  the 
rear  are  now  measurably  secure,  no  interruption  hav- 
ing taken  place  since  that  report  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

A train  arrived  on  the  24th,  under  escort  of  the  1st 
Indiana  regiment,  and  another  was  daily  expected. 

It  is  understood,  that  the  regular  cavalry  of  Urrea 
had  retired  from  that  quarter  across  the  mountains; 
a natural  result  of  the  retreat  of  the  main  army  to- 
wards San  Luis  and  of  our  precautions  to  secure  the 
trains.  Ail  was  quiet  at  Saltillo.  The  troops  in  good 
health  and  the  vvounded  rapidly  recovering.  The 
inhabitants,  both  at  Sailillo  and  Alonterey,  were  ge- 
nerally leiurning  to  their  homes, and,  in  the  country, 
are  engaged  in  planting  their  crops.  [Union. 


[From  the  Vera  Cruz  Eagle  of  the  13th  Hpril. 
Santa  Jtnna. — Again  must  we  appear  before  our 
readers  without  having  any  positive  information  as 
to  the  doings  and  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  Ru- 
mor, in  ttie  meantime,  is  rife  with  news,  and  we 
must,  perforce,  set  down  to  her  account  many  things, 
which,  however  mucli  we  may  believe  them,  we 
dare  not  give  to  the  public  as  veritable.  One  of  the 
most  important  outgivings  up  to  this  time,  is,  that 
Santa  Anna,  seconded  by  La  Vega,  and  a force  of 
near  12,000  strong,  has  taken  a position  between 
this  and  Jalapa,  wtiich  is  said  by  ttiose  familiar  with 
the  country,  to  be  very  strong. 

This  report  we  find  very  generally  believed  by 
many  oflicers  ofthe  army,  and  by  the  citizens  of  the 
place. 

.d  plot  Discovered. — Some  day  last  week  a number 
of  Mexicans  were  discovered  in  the  act  of  inciting 
the  citizens  of  Tampico  to  revolt  and  drive  the 
Americans  from  the  place.  We  are  not  advised  ot 
the  particulars,  but  learn  that  Col.  Gates  baaished 
them  from  the  city,  forbidding  their  return  under 
penalty  of  death. 

The  castle.  'J'he  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua  has 
ndergoiie  a thorough  cleansing  throughout,  making  it 
pproach  much  nearer  a place  in  which  an  American 
soldier  ought  to  reside.  We  are  informed  that  a more 
filthy  place  could  scarcely  be  imagined  at  the  time 
our  troops  look  possession. 

Breaking  up  of  general  headquarters.  Yesterday 
evening  at  five  o’clock,  Gen.  Scott  and  his  staff’ left 
their  quarters  in  the  Plaza,  and  started  for  Jalapa. 
They  were  escorted  by  Col.  Hirncy’s2i  dragoon  , 
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and  will  probably  be  up  willi  Gen.  Twiggs,  of  the 
advance,  in  two  or  three  days. 

Alvarado.  The  port  of  Alvarado,  which  has  been 
closed  for  several  months,  is  new  open  to  our  com- 
merce, and  to  all  neutral  vessels  not  having  on  board 
articles  contraband  of  war. 

It  appears  that  there  was  at  Alvarado  when  the 
place  surrendered  to  Lieut.  Hunter,  sixty  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  all  serviceable  and  in  fine  order  ex- 
cept three. 

Prince  Charles  Louis  dN’apoleon  Achille  Murat,  son  of 
Joachim,  and  Caroline  Bonaparte  Murat,  ex-lling  and 
and  queen  of  Naples— the  former  the  celebrated 
Marshal  Murat,  “the  mirror  of  ctiivalry  and  valor;” 
the  latter  a sister  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  died  at 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  on  the  15lh  of  April,  aged  46 
years  2 months  and  25  days.  His  remains  were 
interred  with  military  and  masonic  honors,  on  the 
17th,  attended  by  a large  concourse  of  citizens. 

“Afterthe  expulsion  of  his  family  from  Italy,” 
says  the  iFlorida  Seitlinel.  of  the  20th,  “Prince  Mu- 
rat resided  in  Austria,  until  1821,  when  he  removed 
to  this  country, and  subsequently  selected  a place  of 
residence  in  Florida,  where  he  has  since  spent  the 
most  of  his  days  in  all  the  quiet  and  retirement  of  a 
countrj  gentleman.” 

“The  deceased”  says  the  Floridian:  “Was  a man 
of  great  eccentricity  of  character,  was  gifted  with  a 
high  order  of  mind,  which  was  enriched  with  solid 
literary  acquirements,  and  was  withal  a most  interes- 
ting and  agreeable  companion.  He  was  the  author 
of  some  works  on  the  subject  of  our  institutions, 
which,  it  is  said,  possess  considerable  merit.” 

GEN.  TAYLOR— MEXICAN  BANDITTI. 

The  general  in  chief  of  the  American  forces  to  the  inha- 

hitants  of  Tamaulipas,  Nueva  Leon,  and  Coahuila 

When  the  American  troop.®  first  crossed  the  frontier 
and  entered  the  above  slates,  it  was  wi'h  the  intention, 
and  publicly  declared  to  you,  of  making  war,  not  upon 
the  peaceful  citizens  of  the  soil,  but  upon  the  central  go- 
vernment of  the  republic,  with  a view  to  obtain  an  early 
and  honorable  peace. 

The  undersigned  was  anihorized  by  his  government 
to  levy  contributions  upon  the  people  for  the  support  of 
his  army;  bti;,  unwilling  to  throw  the  heavy  burden  of 
war  upon  those  who,  with  few  exceptions,  manifes'ed  a 
neutral  disposition,  he  has  continued  first  to  pay  punc- 
tually and  liberally  for  all  supplies  drawn  from  the 
country  for  the  support  of  his  troops. 

He  has  used  every  effbrt  to  cause  the  war  to  bear 
lightly  upon  the  people  of  these  stales,  and  he  had  hoped, 
by  this  means,  to  retain  their  confidence  and  to  assure 
their  neutrality  in  ihe  strife  between  his  government  and 
that  of  Mexico;  hut  he  regrets  to  any  that  his  kindness 
has  not  been  appreciated,  but  has  been  met  by  acts  of 
hostility  and  plunder.  The  cinzens  of  ihe  country,  in- 
stead of  pursuing  their  avocaliora  quicily  at  home,  have, 
in  armed  bands,  waylaid  roai's.  and  under  the  direction 
and  with  the  support  of  covi  rnmeni  troops,  have  de- 
stroyed trains  and  murdered  drivers  under  circumstan- 
ces of  atrocity  which  disgiaee  hunianiiy 

The  lives  of  those  who  were  thus  wantonly  put  to 
death  cannot  be  restori  d;  but  the  un-'er-tigned  requires 
from  the  people  of  ilie  ( oiiirry  an  indein  ificntion  fori 
the  loss  sustained  by  ih.e,  dcsiruclinn  of  the  iraiiis  and 
the  pillage  of  their  conlcn's.  To  ihal  ertd  an  cshmale 
will  be  made  by  the  proiter  olficcr-t  o!  the  eu'ire  loss, 
and  this  loss  must  be  made  good,  either  in  money  or  in 
the  products  of  the  country  by  ihc  community  at  large, 
of  the  elates  of  Tanianlipas,  New  Leon,  and  Coahuila 
eacli  district  or  juzgado  paying  its  just  proportion. 

It  is  expected  that  the  rich  will  bear  their  full  share. — 
And  the  undersigned  calls  upon  all  good  ci  izens  to  re- 
main absolutely  neutral,  and  to  give  ho  connienance  to 
the  bands  which  infest  the  country  for  the  purpose  ol 
murder  and  pillage.  It  is  his  anxious  desire  to  continue 
the  sante  policy  as  heretofore,  and  he  trusts  that  the 
coinse  of  tlie  citizens  will  enable  liim  lo  do  so. 


Z.  TAYLOR,  Major  Gen.  U.  S.  Army. 
Headquarters  at  Monterey.  March  3!,  1347. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  ANTI-SLAVE- 
RY SOCIETY. 


The  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  of  the  29  h of  April, 
makes  an  earnest  appeal  lo  the  parly  lo  send  for- 
ward delegates  to  the  convention  which  as- 
gembks  at  the  Tabernacle,  New  York  city,  on  the 
lllh  of  May,  and  as  an  inducement,  announces  that 
addresses  w ill  he  delivered  there  on  that  day  by 
Frederick  Douglass,*  J.  W-  irn/Zcer,  ( probably ,)  Win. 
Lloyd  Garrison,  and  ff'm.  Phillips,  and  that  there  will 
be  presenl.  C.  L.  ilcmond,  J.  C.  Hathaway,  E.  D. 
Hudson,  W.  W.  Brown,  O.  C.  Burleigh,  J.  M.  Mc- 
Kini,  C.  M.  Burleigh,  E.  M.  Davis,  Robl.  Purvis, 
Parker  Pillsbiiry,  0.  H.  Channing,  S.  S.  Foster,  E. 
Quincy,  B.  S.  Jones,  Oliver  Johnson,  and  no  doubt 
others  well  known  as  able  speakers. 

The  editor  of  the  “Standard”  appears  to  be  very 
doubtful  whether  abolitionists  generally  agree  with 
him  in  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  most  really  im- 
p.nrlanl  iii'l ''hi  ^ r t \ nncllng  II- 'at';  “Certainly, 


if  we  may  judge  by  the  attendance  of  abolitionists 
generally  on  that  occasion,  they  do  not  agree  with 
us.  If  we  understand,  however,  the  philosophy  of 
our  enterprise,  our  first  duty  is  to  act  in  all  legiti- 
mate ways  upon  the  great  public  mind.  The  day  of 
emancipation  will  never  dawn  upon  us,  if  we  work 
only  in  a corner.  The  unhallowed  union  of  these 
states  will  never  be  severed  unless  the  people  are 
converted  to  our  way  of  thinking.  Every  public 
meeting,  then,  is  of  importance  in  bringing  before 
the  people  the  cause,  and  the  principles  upon  which 
it  is  conducted.  That  meeting  is  of  the  most  con- 
sequence which  does  this  most  effectually.  If  it  is 
an  influence  upon  abolitionists  alone  which  is  sought, 
a meeting  held  in  Hull,  Massachusetts,  which  always 
gives  an  unanimous  vole  for  a whig  governor,  and 
seldom  casts  fewer  than  six  votes,  would  answer  the 
purpose  well,  if  properly  reported  in  the  Liberator, 
as  one  held  in  New  York.  But  if  we  are  right  in 
supposing  that  the  demonstration  is  needed  for  the 
people  at  large,  and  the  whole  country,  then  the 
meeting  had  belter  be  in  New  York  than  in  Hull. — 
This  is  the  largest  city  in  the  Union,  and  has  more 
newspapers.  The  anniversary  week  brings  together 
more  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  than  con- 
gregates at  any  other  time,  at  any  other  place.  A 
meeting  here  is  reported  in  more  papers,  the  know- 
ledge of  it  is  spread  wider,  and  affects  more  minds 
for  good  or  for  evil,  than  any  other  does  or  can. — 
We  take  it  this  needs  no  argument.  If  the  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people,  especially  the  south,  who 
hear  of  the  abolitionists  once  a year  at  their  annual 
gathering  in  New  York,  judge  of  their  influence,  as 
men  invariably  do,  by  their  numbers,  we  fear  that 
they  must  conclude  that  however  fanatical  this  class 
of  persons  are,  that  there  aie  fortunately  very  few 
of  them,  and  that  their  fanaticism  is  prudently  con- 
fined to  their  own  homes. 

“Every  town  in  the  Atlantic  states,  at  least  where 
there  are  half  a dozen  abolitionists,  can  send  one 
delegate  if  no  more.  A little  pains-taking  in  call- 
ing local  meetings,  in  choosing  delegates,  and  if 
need  be,  providing  for  their  expenses,  will  insure  an 
overwhelming  gathering.” 

If  they  cannot  or  will  not  come  themselves,  the 
Standard  next  urges  that  they  send  some  one  else, 
and  if  nece.ssary,  pay  their  expenses.  If  they  will 
do  neither,  “let  them  at  least  send  to  the  meeting 
the  money  it  would  cost  lo  bring  themselves.  If  a 
few  is  to  be  left  to  do  the  work,  if  you  will  give 
nothing  else,  give  them  means  to  do  it  with.” 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


An  agricultural  congress,  silling  in  Paris,  had  de 
dared  against  free  trade. 

The  chambers  of  deputies  having  passed  the  bill 
granting  the  use  of  four  steamers  to  a mercantile 
company,  to  establish  regular  communication  be- 
tween Havre  and  New  York,  the  project  has  gone  to 
the  chamber  of  peers,  where  it  is  expected  it  will  be 
passed. 

Tobacco  Monopoly. — The  house  of  Sina  &.  Co., 
at  Vienna,  has  been  adjudged  by  a court  of  justice 
to  pay  1,81)0,000  florins  (about  ^900,000)  to  Messrs. 
Aliiman,of  Pesth,  as  their  share  of  the  profits  on 
the  tobacco  contract  with  the  Austrian  government 
for  a single  year. 

Rice  — Ttie  senate  of  Frankfort  has  suspended  the 
duty  upon  the  import  of  rice  until  September  next. 
Most  o(  the  other  states  of  the  Zollverein  have  alrea- 
dy taken  the  same  measure. 

1 •'  

j Ad  Valorem  — At  the  custom  house  last  week, 

I a pipe  of  wine,  invoiced  at  forty  pounds  sterling, 

*Fiederick  Doualass  is  the  colored  man  that  escaped 
from  Mr.  Llovri,  ol  Talbot  couniy,  Maryland,  some 
time  since.  He  has  been  quite  the  lion  for  some  time 
in  Ens.laiid  and  Ireland,  as  the  eloquent  expounder  of 
slavery  in  ihe  United  Stales.  We  have  an  account  in 
tlie  last  English  papers  of  a splendid  soiree  given  as  a 
farewell  meeiiiig  on  hi.s  taking  leave  of  that  country  to 
return  to  the  United  Stales.  The  meeting  W’as  held  at 
the  London  Tavern;  George  Thompson,  Esq  .presided, 
and  on  lakins  the  chair  addressed  the  nieeling.  A 
number  of  app-opriate  sentiments  were  proposed  and 
carried  by  acclamation,  recognising  the  services  of 
Frederick  Douglass  as  “the  champion  of  the  cause  of 
slavery  ^abolition,”  appealing  lo  the  United  States  con- 
gress 10  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
prohibit  the  traffic  between  the  states,  and  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  southern  staler  lo  emancipate  their  slaves, 
&.C.;  finally,  after  adopting  a very  laudatory  compliment, 
Mr.  Douglass  came  forward,  and  was  loudly  cheered, 
and  attentively  listened  lo  through  a discourse  of  great 
length,  which  was  concluded  by  the  “out  gushing  of  a 
surcharged  heart,  when  he  bade  them  farewell.”  (Loud 
and  continued  cheering.) 


was  submitted  for  examination  lo  one  of  our  princi- 
pal wine  importers,  who,  after  tasting  it,  offered  lo 
take  it  at  fifty  pounds,  and  as  many  more  of  the  same 
quality  as  could  be  provided.  Such  is  one  of  the 
beauties  of  an  ad  valorem  larifi',  with  its  bounty  on 
fraud  and  false  invoices.  JY.  Y.  Tribune. 

Lake  Erie. — Several  steamers  reached  Buffalo 
on  Monday.  The  Louisiana  brought  down  2,000  bar- 
rels of  flour. 

Baltic  Trade. — The  number  of  vessels  that  pass- 
ed the  Sound  last  year  was  18,765,  being  much  great- 
er than  in  any  preceding  year.  The  increase  over 
the  number  of  1845  was  2,815. 


Route  of  the  Overland  Mail.— The  Couiier 
de  Marseilles  of  the  20ih  of  March,  says — “We  ate 
enabled  to  state  that  the  struggle  which  has  so  long 
existed  between  the  Marseilles  and  Trieste  routes  is 
at  last  terminated.  The  English  government  has 
given  orders  that  the  steamer  Ardent,  which  had 
been  placed  at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Waghorn  for 
his  diflerent  trials  should  return  lo  Malta,  and  it  ar- 
rived there  on  the  15th.  The  English  government 
has  defiiiilively  adopted  the  Marseilles  route.” 

The  Mexican  Tariff. — Denis  Prieur,  collector 
of  customs  at  New  Orleans,  has  received  instruc- 
tions from  Washington  to  allow  all  merchandise 
liable  to  foreign  duties  to  be  shipped  to  the  Mex- 
ican ports  occupied  by  our  troops  without  paying 
the  foreign  duties  unde^-our  tariff. 

[W.  0.  Delta,  April  18. 

• 

Sausages  for  England. — The  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette says,  “The  steamer  General  Wayne  has  taken 
down  one  ton  of  Cincinnati  Bolognas,  which  are  to 
be  reshipped  at  New  Orleans  for  London,  on  an  or- 
der received  by  the  last  steamer.” 

American  Fruit,  &c.  in  Europe. — In  a few  years 
fruit,  and  especially  dried  fruit,  will  be  a formida- 
ble item  in  the  list  of  exports  from  this  country  to 
England. 

An  American  in  London,  writing  to  the  N.  York 
Commercial  Advertiser,  says: 

Of  continental  and  other  foreign  fruits  the  supply 
is  also  ample,  among  which  I occasionally  indulge 
in  a Newton  pippin — at  the  rate  of  sixpence  to 
eightpence  each — equivalent  lo  Is.  and  Is.  4d.  of 
New  York  money.  Among  the  numerous  other 
importations  from  New  York,  the  soda  biscuit  is 
now  an  article  of  pretty  general  sale  in  the  London 
market. 

The  luxury  of  a buckwheat  cake,  upon  a cold 
winter’s  morning,  is  yet  unknown  here;  nothing  but 
“eternal  dry  toast”  and  what  the  shops  advertise  in 
their  window  s as  “mild  breakfast  bacon.”  Eggs 
for  the  million,  imported  from  Ireland  and  various 
parts  of  the  continent,  are  in  tolerable  abundance, 
but  the  delicacy  of  a new  egg  is  only  for  the  privi- 
leged few.  One  cold  morning,  as  1 was  making  a 
short  cut  through  one  of  the  numerous  courts  which 
intersect  the  streets  in  various  points,  I observed  a 
number  of  black  fowl,  crouched  hump  backed  as  it 
were,  round  a door,  to  keep  themselves  warm,  and 
in  the  adjoining  window,  the  interesting  card,  "new 
laid  eggs  daily.”  1 could  not  resist  the  indulgence 
of  a small  purchase,  at  4d.  each — that  is  3 eggs  for 
25  cents,  American. 

Indian  meal  has  not  yet  become,  a favorite  article 
of  food,  even  with  the  poorest  classes;  the  fact  is  they 
do  nt  t know  how  lo  prepare  it.  If  a few  intelligent 
colored  people  of  the  good  old  fashioned  slock,  who 
understand  the  art,  would  come  to  London  and  pre- 
pare those  hot,  delicious  and  wholesome  cakes  with 
butter  or  molasses,  as  in  America,  they  could  earn  a 
very  handsome  subsistence. 

'I  he  brewers,  in  consequence  of  llie  scarcity  of 
mall,  have  recently  raised  the  price  cf  beer.  This 
being  a very  unpopular  measure  with  the  consumers, 
i.  e.  “the  million,”  the  subject  has  been  deemed 
worthy  of  the  medium  of  song,  the  burthen  of  which 
is  something  after  this  fashion — 

My  friends  it  makes  the  poor  man  shed 
Full  many  a briny  tear — 

At  first  they  raised  the  meat  and  bread, 

And  now  they’ve  raised  the  beer. 

Parliament,  however,  having  permitted,  by  a re- 
cent act  the  free  use  of  sugar  and  molasses  in  malt 
liquor,  the  beverage  has  been  reduced  again  to  its 
original  price. 

Highway  between  the  two  Oceans. — The  se- 
cretary of  the.  treasury  proposes  that  the  United 
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States  should  require  from  Mexico  tite  right  to  cross 
the  Mexican  Ishmus  from  the  Gulf  to  the  Pacific. — 
In  this  connection,  it  is  said,  that  the  steamer  Polk 
has  sailed  from  Norfolk  for  Huasacualo,  in  the  baj 
of  Campeachy.  She  lakes  out  an  armament  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  occupation  of  that  port.  She  is 
to  make  a complete  survey  of  the  coast  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Isthmus,  with  a view  to  its  occupa- 
tion, preparatory  to  the  opening  a ship  canal  across 
to  Tehuantepec. 

Trade  with  the  Islands  of  Miquelon  and  St. 
Pierre. — The  president  of  the  United  Slates  has,  in 
accordance  with  an  act  of  congress,  passed  in  1845, 
issued  a proclamation,  announcing  that  “all  French 
vessels  coming  directly  from  the  islands  of  Miquelon 
and  Sairrt  Pierre,  either  in  ballast  or  laden  with 
articles  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  either  of  said 
islands,  and  which  are  permitted  to  be  exported 
therefrom  in  American  vessels,  shall  from  this  dale 
be  admitted  into  ports  of  the  United  States  on  pay- 
ment of  no  higher  duties  on  tonnage,  or  on  their 
cargoes  aforesaid,  than  are  imposed  on  American 
vessels,  and  on  1 ke  cargoes  imported  in  American 
vessels.” 


Lead  — The  Galena  JetTersonian  gives  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  amount  of  lead  shipped  from 
the  Upper  Mississippi  from  1841  up  to  the  close  of 
the  navigation  in  1846: 


1841 

pigs 

463,400 

1844 

pigs 

634,601 

1842 

do. 

473,699 

1845 

do. 

778,500 

1843 

do. 

584,131 

1846 

do. 

672,420 

The  amount  now  on  hand  to  be  shipped  at  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  is  estimated  at  173,000 
pigs. 


A Complimentary  Festival  was  given  at  the 
Astor  House,  New  York,  on  Tuesday  evening,  23d 
ult.  by  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  New  York, 
to  the  Hon.  T.  Butler  King  of  Georgia,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  persevering  and  successful  elforts  to  pilot 
through  the  confusion  and  turmoil  of  a closing  ses- 
sion the  bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  ocean 
steam  ships. 

Ship  Channel  to  connect  Laice  Superior  with 
THE  Lower  Lakes. — An  act  has  passed  the  legis- 
lature of  the  state  of  Michigan  to  authorise  the 
construction  of  a ship  canal  around  the  Sault  St. 
Marie,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior 
with  that  of  the  Lower  Lakes.  The  bill  gives  500 
feet  right  of  way,  and  is  said  to  be  every  thing  that 
the  friends  of  the  measure  could  desire.  Upon  this 
event,  so  auspicious  to  the  interests  of  the  northwest 
and  of  the  Union  generally,  the  Albany  Evening 
Journal  remarks: 

“Individual  enterprise  will  now  accomplish  what 
should  have  been  done  years  ago  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. The  business  interests  of  the  west  have 
suffered  greatly  from  the  laggard  movements  of  con- 
gress. I'his  canal  will  open  to  the  commerce  of  the 
lower  lakes  a navigation  of  a thousand  miles.  The 
fisheries  of  Lake  Superior  will  be  rendered  availa- 
ble, and  facilities  will  be  afforded  to  secure  a prompt 
development  of  the  great  mineral  wealth  of  this  im- 
mense region.  Now  schooners  and  steamboats  are- 
borne  over  the  rapids  upon  railways,  at  heavy  cost 
and  great  risk.  When  this  canal  is  constructed,  an 
uninterrupted  communication  will  be  opened;  and  a 
steamboat  may  start  from  Quebec  and  move  up  to 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior  without  an  impediment 
It  is  a disgrace  to  the  national  government  that  this 
important  work  was  not  sooner  completed;  but  “bet- 
ter late  than  never.” 

A letter  from  Detroit,  published  in  the  New  York 
Tribune,  says — “There  are  three  companies  of  gen- 
tlemen at  Erie,  Buffalo,  and  Rochester,  who  stand 
ready  to  take  the  whole  stock  the  moment  the  books 
are  opened.  The  work  will  commence  early  in  July, 
and  before  James  K.  Polk  shall  have  finished  hisdis- 
BBtrous  administration,  the  great  lake  will  be  open  to 
the  largest  class  of  steamers  from  below,  through  the 
private  enterprise  of  sagacious  business  men.” 

The  same  letter  says: 

Another  bill,  beneficial  to  Lake  Superior,  was 
passed  incorporating  a railroad  company  to  make  a 
railway  across  the  Portage  at  the  Sault  St.  Marie, 
with  the  privilege  of  building  piers  and  store  houses 
at  each  end.  The  whole  amount  of  money  required 
to  construct  this  railway  is  about  ^25,000,  and  this 
is  already  provided.  The  work  will  be  finished  du- 
ring the  present  summer. 

iVe  see  it  staled  in  papers  from  Canada,  that  a 
company  is  preparing  to  construct  a ship  canal  on 
the  British  side  of  the  falls  of  Sault  St.  Alarie  si  iii 
lar  to  the  one  proposed  on  the  American  side. 


PROGRESS  OF  SCIENCE 
TROUGHOUT  CONTINENTAL  EUROPE. 


Professor  Schcenbein  of  Basle,  who  invented  the 
Gun-Cotton,  has  lately,  to  a certain  point,  discovered 
Malleable  Glass!  He  renders  paper  paste  (papier 
mache)  transparent  by  causing  it  to  undergo  a cer- 
tain metamorphosis  which  he  calls  Catalytic,  for 
want  of  an  inlelligihle  term.  He  makes  of  this  new 
paper  panes  of  glass,  vases,  bottles,  &c.  perleclly 
impermeable  to  water — and  wliicn  may  be  dropped 
on  tbe  ground  without  breaking — and  are  perjeclly 
transparent.  He  also  renders  the  Joseph  paper  im- 
permeable, and  perfectly  suitable  for  bank  notes. 

Prof.  Meyneir,  of  Marseilles,  one  day  crystallized 
g/ucose  perfectly — but,  since  then,  has  sought  in  vain 
to  discover  the  parlicilar  condition  under  wliich  the 
crystals  were  produced. 

JVole  by  H.  Meigs.  The  metallic  base  of  the  earth 
glucina,  was  discovered  by  Vauquelin  in  1798,  and 
hitherto  only  found  in  three  rare  minerals — the  em- 
erald, beryl  and  euclase — a term  derived  from 

glucuse  or  glucose,  sweet,  in  consequence  of  the  sweet 
taste  of  its  salts.  The  metal,  which  is  of  dark  gray 
color,  was  first  obtained  by  Mahler,  in  1828;  he 
procured  it  by  acting  upon  the  ebioride  of  gliicinum 
by  potassium.  Tlie  equivalent  of  glucinum  is  18, 
and  glucine  consists  of  18  glucinium  8 oxygen. 

Such  has  been  the  case  with  the  Engineer,  Brey, 
of  Milan,  who  on  one  occasion  accidently  formed  a 
metallic  mastic,  of  which  he  made  a tube,  which  pos- 
sessed all  the  qualities  of  a metallic  casting — and  he 
has  not  since  been  able  to  discover  the  method  by 
which  it  was  done.  It  would  be  very  useful  to  have 
the  power  of  fashioning  the  coW  mass  as  we  do  clay 
(on  the  potter’s  wheel,  or  otherwise;)  but  it  is  suffi- 
cient that  we  indicate  the  possibility  of  the  thing,' 
that  more  able  men  may  search  for  it  and  find  it.— 
M.  Brey  believes  he  recollects  that  .Ammonia  ami 
Sulphur  entered  into  their  composition,  and  sifted 
filings,  and  another  ingredient  which  he  is  ignorant 
of,  as  well  as  of  their  proportions.  But  his  tube 
received  a polish  and  received  engraving  exactly  like 
cast  metal. 

You  doubtless  suppose  that  the  celebrated  Me- 
chanician, Borguis,  is  dead  long  since.?  But  you 
are  mistaken.  He  is  still  one  of  the  most  lively 
professors  of  the  University  of  Pavia;  so  is  the  la- 
borious Belli.  Borguis  is  now  finishing  a Meteoro- 
graphic  Pendulum,  which  shows  at  once  the  tem- 
perature and  pressure  of  the  air,  t!*e  direction  and 
intensity  of  winds,  the  magnetic  variations,  &c. 

M.  Mousson  has  exhibited  to  us  an  Electric  Ma 
chine  singularly  ameliorated.  It  gives  sparks  of 
of  nine  to  twelve  inches  in  length  at  the  first  tur  i. — 
Tbe  whole  secret  consists  in  substituting  for  the  two 
narrow  cushions  two  leaves  of  tin  of  four  limes  grea- 
ter surface  of  friction.  It  must  be  understood  that 
the  leaves  of  tin  in  contact  with  the  glass  are  main- 
tained in  position  by  elastic  cushions.  This  machine 
is  not  at  all  influenced  by  Hygrometric  variations, 
which  so  often  destroy  the  power  of  other  mactanes. 
The  two  elechicilies  are  disengaged  here  in  such 
abundance,  and  tlie  sparks  are  so  long,  that  it  is  easy 
lo  distinguish  by  the  eye  the  direction  of  the  fluid!  and 
the  points  of  departure  and  arrival.  But  we  ought 
to  add  that  the  plates  ol  the  machine  must  be  made 
of  the  Bohemian  Glass!  the  base  of  which  is  Potash. — 
The  plates  made,  as  those  ol  Fi  ance  are,  luith  the  salts 
of  Soda,  are  worth  nothing  for  this  purpose. 

M.  Charvet  has  placed  in  several  cloudy,  smoky- 
ale  houses  in  Brussels  a new  ventilating  gas  light 
apparatus,  wliich  carries  off  at  once  the  smoke  and 
foul  air.  This  apparatus  consists  of  a column  of 
truncated  glass  cones,  placed  over  the  jet  of  light, 
wliicti  conduct  the  current  of  warm  air  into  a chim- 
ney. One  can  easily  di-,tinguish  the  smoke  inhaled 
by  all  the  openings  of  these  cones.  The  results  are; 
first  a perfect  ventilation  of  the  apartment;  second,  a 
more  intense  and  calm  light 

fZVeio  York  Tribune- 

Translated  from  the  Revue  Scientifiqae  et  Induslriellc  of 

Paris  for  December,  1846,  by  Henry  Meigs,  recor- 
ding secretary  of  the  Hmericun  Institute. 

Zurich  possesses  a school  of  Technology  perfectly 
well  directed  by  Prof.  Deschwauden.  lie  inter 
diets  us  from  speaking  of  a discovery  of  great  im 
portance  which  he  has  made, — (as  yel)  for  he  can- 
not give  it  to  the  public,  w-  ilhoul  losing  the  fruit  ol 
his  labor,  because  Industrial  Property  is  not  secured, 
even  by  patents,  in  Switzerland — and  patents  cost 
too  much  in  England,  are  for  too  short  a time  in 
Germany,  loo  easily  counterfeited  in  Belgium,  and 
too  easily  attacked  in  France.  To  give  an  idea  o) 
the  way  in  which  tliey  protect  inventors  in  Prussia, 
it  is  sufficient  lo  say  that  they  there  give  a patent  for 
six  years  for  an  Airaosptiei  ic  Railroad,  on  condition 
that  the  patentee  shall  make  liis  road  in  G months  from 


the  grant  of  the  patent.  They  apply  tlie  same  rule 
lo  a railroad  they  do  to  the  making  of  a wax  match 
ora  tinder-box. 

In  Belgium  tliey  grant  two  ye-ars,  on  condition 
that  tlie  railroad  shall  be  In  legalar.  coritiiiiied  oper- 
ation, so  as  to  be  useful  lo  imliisiiy  and  lo  the  con- 
sumer, under  penalty  of  forfeiture  and  the  loss  of 
your  money.  What  do  yon  think  of  such  a generous 
man  In  the  world!  — the  lepieseniative  of  the  Divin- 
ity!— the  creator,  under  God,  of  all  which  Gud  has  not 
created! 


'!■  H E FAMINE. 


The  continent  of  Europe  continues  lo  siitfer  much 
from  a scarcity  of  food.  In  France  ihe  puce  of 
bread  is  every  day  increasing,  and  the  wages  of  ihe 
operative  diminisii ing;  the  wants  of  the  famishing 
people  are  di iving  them  lo  acts  of  open  violence, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ijyons  placards  have 
been  posted,  containing  the  most  tiomd  threats,  and 
breathing  nothing  but  outrage,  rapine,  and  bloodshed. 
The  government  and  the  local  municipalities  are 
doing  all  within  their  power  to  diminisli  the  sufl'er- 
ings  of  tlie  people.  A carle  blanche  has  been  given 
by  the  government  to  its  agents  in  England  to  puf- 
ctiase  all  the  (lour  that  can  be  obtained  there — an 
enormous  quantity  has  been  purchased  in  Spain  for 
France. 

In  Belgium  the  distress  of  the  people  has  driven 
them  to  acts  of  riot  and  insuboi dination,  and  Uie 
military  has  been  called  out  in  more  Uiaii  one  in- 
stance. Disturbances  have  taken  place  at  Bruges, 
Liege,  and  other  places.  Great  distress  .also  exists 
in  various  parts  of  Germany,  particularly  in  Hun- 
gary, where  a great  part  of  the  population,  iii  some 
dislricls,  are  represented  as  being  entirely  without 
the  means  of  suhsistance.  Notwithstanding  all  Uiis 
distress  and  scarcity,  the  corn  market,  not  only  in 
Mark  Lane  and  in  Liverpool,  but  also  in  Cork,  h s 
fallen  in  price,  particularly  in  indidii  corn.  This 
has  no  doubt  been  occasioned  by  the  rumors  of  the 
large  quantities  both  of  maize  and  wheal  which  may 
be  expected  from  the  United  States  on  the  opening 
of  the  rivers  and  canals.  Tuis  fall  in  price  has  aiso 
been  aided  hy  the  accounts  ol  Ihe  approaciiiiig  har- 
vest in  Egypt,  which  promises  lo  be  very  produc- 
tive. In  Upper  Egypt  the  crop  will  be  npe  at  the 
end  of  this  month.  A large  portion  ol  tlte  crop  of 
1046  is  yet  available  for  exportation,  and  eigbieeii 
vessels  were  (February  16)  loading  at  Alexandria 
for  Marseilles  alone;  anil  seventeen  for  Hie  same 
port  at  Smy  rna.  So  much  for  the  paramount  con- 
sideration of  ttie  day — loud  for  the  people! 

France.  The  condition  of  the  people  of  France 
at  piesent  though  not  so  geneialiy  kiio.Mi  iii  this 
country,  is  in  reality  hardly  less  distressing  than 
that  ol  the  people  of  Ireland. 

The  Fans  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  of 
the  efforts  making  in  France  lo  lelieve  the  poor  of 
that  country,  says: 

Ttie  aid  given  to  individuals  is  enormous,  every 
city,  village  and  baiiilet  distributing  tickets  to  the 
poor,  with  w hich  tiiey  can  obtain  bread  at  lour  cents 
a pound.  The  iiiUMicipalily  ol  Pans  have  lor  weeks 
dislnbuleU  5UU,U(JU  ol  tiiese  tickets  every  day,  and 
as  bread  is  now  neariy  six  cents  a pound,  Us  daily 
cliarity  is  upwards  ol  nine,  thousand  dollars,  besides 
large  sums  given  m casn,  wood,  medicines  aiij  clo- 
thing. Charitable  societies  and  ntdmiluals  swell 
this  noble  woik,all  Uie  capitaii-its  of  ttie  day  con- 
tributing largety.  L-idies  have  sold  liieir  jewelry; 
one  old  priest  sold  the  watch  he  liad  earned  since 
his  boyhood,  and  sever.il  colleges  have  disposed  of 
ttieir  libraries  lo  relieve  starvation.  "About  a mouth 
since,”  says  a letter  to  the  Naliuiial,  “when  it  was 
so  very  cold,  a person  went  to  demand  cliarily  of 
Geneial  D.uuut,  (who  died  last  weelt.)  *1  have 
not  a sou,’  said  the  General;  out  al'ier  a pause  ho 
adtled,  ah!  yes,  iny  lull  uiiilorm  yet  rem-ams.’  A 
dealer  w as  sent  lor,  and  he  sold  liis  imperial  uiiifuriii, 
wall  lire  epaulets  he  wore  at  Waterloo,  to  purchase 
bread  lor  the  poor  ol  Nan 

The  Dublin  Freeman’s  Journal  of  Ihe  3 J ult.,  says: 

“ill  America  Uierc  is  no  u v ei  flu  * iiig  of  lip  ch a ri ty , 
and  lai'k  ol  that  which  n real — i.o  ti.iiiianiiy  uion- 
geiing  no  pienuude  ol  sy  uipaliielic  wurjs,  and 
poieiiy  ol  sympaltielic  aeiio.i — no  wallowing  in 
preset  iplive  slaiiuer^— no  recourse  to  la.lli.igsgale 
abuse  ol  Ireland  and  the  Irish,  after  the  Jashion  of 
niuiiy  parties  in  Eiiglaiui — no  churlish,  mean,  money 
lenuiiig,  poliiieo-ecoiiomi  ;al  spirits  lo  guile  and  dis- 
grace Us  progress.  No!  the  conduct  of  America 
stands  in  bright  and  glorious  contrast  with  mat  of 
E.igland.  Ill  the  day  of  our  desolation  we  have 
found  the  leadiest  hands— aye!  and  the  mast  houn- 
leuus — stretched  to  our  aid  Irom  the  mouth  of  the 
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Mississippi,  without  the  flourish  of  the  Pharisee,  or 
the  cold  blooded  calculation  of  the  Legist. 

“Honor,  then,  to  America.  In  it  the  cause  of 
humanity  needs  no  spur  from  shame,  hypocrisy,  or 
“state  policy.”  In  her  bosom  we  knew  that  our 
exiles  found  a refuge  where  they  were  safe  from 
exterminating  landlords  and  class-legislation — where 
the  motto  for  all  was  “live,  and  let  live!” — and  not; 
“live  ye,  the  many — or  die — for  the  few — the  un- 
privileged for  the  privileged!”  But  never,  much  as 
our  hearts  yearned  towards  America  as  the  asylum 
of  our  hopeless  cast  out  thousands,  never,  we  say, 
great  as  was  our  experience  of  the  generosity  with 
which  our  countrymen  were  received  on  its  shores, 
were  we  prepared  for  the  surprising  acts  of  humani- 
ty and  benevolence  towards  this  stricken  nation, 
which  mail  alter  mail  enables  us  to  record,  and  to 
bless. 

“We  write  with  hearts  of  overflowing  gratitude 
and  love — gratitude  and  love  not  springing  so  much 
from  the  sense  of  benefits  received,  as  from  a respect 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  tendered. 
In  the  etibrts  that  are  made  by  Americans  lo  succor 
and  to  save  us,  vve  view  the  promise  of  that  sure 
and  Christian  friendship  which  ought  to  keep  pace 
with  the  progress  of  civilization;  but  which  pseudo- 
statesmen never  cultivate  between  nations,  unless 
for  an  occasion— as  if  the  interests  of  mankind  were 
not  identified  with  amiiy. 

HOPE  FOR  IRELAND. 

Ireland  contains  30,000  square  miles,  not  being 
so  large  as  the  slate  of  New  York  by  one  third,  yet 
it  has  a population  or  eight  millions,  or  twice  as  many 
inhabitants  as  were  found  in  1840  in  the  eight  wes- 
tern states,  and  the  territories  of  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin. Its  population  to  the  square  mile  is  266.  New 
York  had  at  the  last  census  about  65. 

T/ie  Rental  of  Ireland.  A parliamentary  paper,' 
just  issued,  gives  the  aggregate  net  value  of  all  Ire- 
land, as  assessed  to  the  poor  rate,  at  c£13, 187,421 
6s.  8J. 

The  poor  law  for  Ireland,  government  have  final 
ly  resolved  upon.  The  London  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Mas,  writes  the  3.1  of  April,  “The  returns 
of  the  estates  show  the  gross  amount  of  Irish  prop- 
erty to  be  mortgaged  to  the  extent  of  75  per  cent. 
The  passing  of  the  poor  law  is  therefore  tantamount 
to  col,fi^catlon,  as  it  will  swallow  up  the  remaining 
portion,  and  thus  ere  many  years  have  elapsed,  Ire- 
land will  have  a new  set  of  proprietors;  possessing, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  pow er  as  well  as  will  to  improve  the 
vast  resources  of  that  luisgoveriied  and  unhappy 
land.  VVitli  such  projiiietois,  willi  a pow  erful  exec- 
utive force,  and  an  industrious,  because  a hopeful 
people,  Ireland  may  yet  become, 

“The  first  flower  ot  the  earth. 

The  first  gem  of  the  sea.” 

Meanwliile  we  gather  courage  from  all  that  is  around 
and  before  us.  We  have  seen  all  nations  coming  to 
the  aid  of  the  famishing,  regardless  of  minor  difier- 
eiices,  and  remembering  only  llie  brotbeihood  of 
humanity, — vve  have  seen  contributions  flow  in  all 
parts,  to  help  the  labor  of  love,  we  have  seen  even 
our  sluggish  ministry  aroused  to  something  like  ac- 
tive, thougii  wrongtieaded,  energy,  and  for  one  sin- 
cerely bent  on  doing  their  duly  raU.er  than  keeping 
their  places.  We  have  seen  our  brethren  from  the 
far  west  sending  over  their  aid  with  a princely  lib- 
erality, and  we  leel  that  eliciting  of  such  national 
and  international  regard  is  almost  itself  a recom- 
ptnse  for  the  sorrows  we  have  endured,  as  well  as 
a pledge  of  ll<at  lulure  good  laith  and  pacific  feeling, 
which  causes  e.ais  lo  cease  throughout  the  world, 
wliile  trade  and  commerce,  peace  and  plenty  reign 
in  all  lands.” 

There  iv  one  remaikable  feature  in  the  controver- 
sy maintained  about  the  introduction  of  education 
mlo  Ireland  by  the  authorities  ol  tlie  British  govern- 
ment. it  is  opposed  not  only  by  the  Catholics,  but 
also  by  a laige  propoilion  ol  the  dissenting  proles- 
lanls.  1 heir  reasons  assigned  are,  tliat  itie  scheme 
!S  lo  enlarge  the  inliuence  oi  ihc  eslablisheu  cliuicli, 
through  Itic  puwei  ol  jiau'onage. 

Ala  period  when  the  ullenlion  ut  tne  I'.oihi  is 
uirected  lu  lieland,  slaUslics  allord  the  ele  icsl  amj 
most  satlslae  lory  data  upon  w inch  to  base  opinion, 
t tie  lollow  ing  extract  Iroiii  a late  lilsh  paper,  (ihe 
Nalion.)  '-.ill  00  luoic  to  throw  light  upon  lieianu  s 
lulure,  Uian  any  tiling  w e could  oiler. 
the  effect  of  AMERICAN  SYMPATHY  IN  IRELAND- 

Fion.  Lite  Dublin  J^'ution,  (the  organ  oi  ‘'young 
lielanu,”  now  the  popular  parly,)  April  3. 

“ VV  liiic  I'.nglisli  statesmen  are  devising  daily  plans 
for  the  iiicicase  and  ; rulectn.n  of  [lauperism  ni  this 
long  loyal  and  long  st-lleruig  Piovince  of  Ireland, 
Auieiioan  Statesmen,  legurding  this  country  as,  even 


I in  its  vvreck,  worth  being  saved,  are  accumulating 
their  voluntary  tributes  for  the  relief  of  our  neces- 
sities. While  the  chief  journals  of  the  English 
capital  are  daily  teeming  with  invectives  against  our 
people,  high  and  low,  American  journals,  from 
Houston  down  to  Easlport,  are  reviving  reminiscen- 
ces of  Irish  merit,  in  order  to  hasten  the  kindly  in- 
terference of  their  country  in  behalf  of  ours.  While 
the  popular  divines  of  England  can  see  in  pestilence 
and  famine  only  judgments  for  an  angered  Deity, 
smiling  Ireland  on  both  cheeks  for  idolatry,  the  fa- 
vorite preachers  of  America  perceive  but  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  active  charity. 

The  nation’s  position  resembles  that  of  the  man 
in  the  gospel  who  went  down  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho.  America  is  our  Samaritan.  When  our 
wounds  are  bound  up,  and  we  are  able  logo  our  des- 
tined way,  we  will  know  to  whom  our  gratitude  is 
due.  “A  certain  Levite”  shall  also  be  remembered. 

Out  of  this  famine  will  come  many  results,  one  of 
the  greatest  of  which  may  be,  if  we  desire  it,  the 
establishment  of ‘‘a  cordial  understanding”  between 
us  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

It  is  an  axiom  of  the  closest  observers  of  human 
nature,  that  conferring  benefits  on  any  object,  endears 
that  object  to  the  benefactor;  so  in  domestic  life, 
adopted  children  are  usually  the  dearest.  And,  at 
this  hour,  America,  like  the  Grecian  daughter,  feeds 
from  Ihe  warm  bosom  of  her  youth,  the  aged,  and 
alas!  sliackled  nalion,  to  which  her  infancy  owed 
protection  and  support.  Never,  indeed,  did  the 
world  behold  a finer  spectacle.  Sentence  of  death 
has  gone  forth  from  Babylon  on  millions  of  our  peo- 
ple. The  European  continent  was  dumb  except 
where,  near  the  extreme  south,  the  Pontifl' Libera- 
tor of  Rome  searched  in  his  hollow  cotters  after  a 
mite  for  Ireland.  France  was  silent,  Austria  was 
silent,  Russia  did  not  cry  out  “sham'd”  A diploma- 
tist rules  in  Paris:  and  the  ancient  friendship  between 
the  countries  of  Sarsfield  and  Count  Saxe,  of  Hoche 
and  of  Tone,  has  withered  beneath  his  rule.  A di- 
plomatist rules  at  Vienna,  and  the  services  of  our 
great  soldiers  at  Anstria — our  Kavanaglis,  Macs  and 
O’Reillys — never  weighed  a feather  on  the  power 
balancing  brain  of  Metlernich.  Even  the  Bear  of 
the  Poles  has  turned  diplomatist,  and  grumbles  in 
cartels.  Italy,  except  Rome,  anil  ail  Spain,  lies  the 
helpless  and  bleeding  prey  of  this  same  accursed 
diplomacy.  From  continental  Europe,  then,  we 
could  gain  no  aid  against  England;  for  Europe  is 
ruled  by  heads,  not  hearts — by  profits,  not  principles 
— by  “the  laws  of  nations,”  not  “the  laws  of  God.” 

But  Aiiienca,  happily,  has  thus  far  escaped  the 
incubus;  and  America,  in  a national  sense,  has  be- 
cor.ie  Ireland’s  friend — her  chief  friend  among  the 
nations. 

Now  England,  our  governor,  alternately  hates  and 
fears  Amerii  a;  and  America  returns  haired  for  ha- 
tred, and  scorn  for  scorn,  but  feels  no  fear  of  any 
earthly  power. 

Let  us  follow  the  three  nations  into  the  future,  as 
far  as  human  sense  can  see.  To  begin: 

England,  in  the  years  1846  and  1847,  had  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  in  her  own  bands.  In  those 
years  2, QUO, 000  of  the  Irish  people  died  for  want  of 
food,  while  Uiere  was  plenty  of  money  and  credit  in 
England;  and  plenty  of  food  for  the  fetching  beyond 
seas. 

America,  in  the  spring  of  1847,  hearingof  Ireland’s 
disires.s,  made  a magnanimous  eflbrt  to  save  her,  and 
succeeded  in  preserving  nearly  1,000,000  of  Irish 
lives,  by  assistance  rendered  in  Ireland,  or  to  Irish 
emigrants  in  America. 

All  ) e who  may  survive  this  English  famine,  note 
dovMi  in  the  new  leaf  of  your  memories  this  con- 
trast. 

Let  us  speculate  a little  further: 

Sup()ose,  m the  year  of  our  Lord  1850,  that  Ire- 
land, with  a population  reduced  lo  5,000,000,  begins 
to  recover  Iroin  this  awful  ordeal — that  her  peas- 
ants till  the  land  again,  and  her  artisans  resume 
their  labors.  Suppose  this  done  under  a wiser  policy 
among  Irishmen,  and  less  injurious  imperial  laws, 
this  island  will  even  then  be  a power  in  Europe, 
though  still  a province.  But  suppose  it  then  being, 
or  about  to  be,  a tree  natiun,  gu\ eriiing  itself  by  cer 
tain  loieign  relaiions,  wtial  n Hi  be  its  position  in 
regaid  lu  An.eina?  VVbj  this; 

AmeiiLa  netUs  liK-nds  in  Europe,  nd  our  rela- 
tions liave  always  been  of  a Inendly  kind:  but  from 
lids  year  forth  no  Irishman  will  uillingly  draw  a trig 
gtr  against  her.  Our  lia.-oois  are  nearer  to  Amer- 
ica Lliuii  Eiiglaiiu’s  and  uiui'e  aceessahle.  Tlie  mer- 
cliaiiis  ol  New  York  amJ  New  Orleans  alone  have 
lust  nuliiuiis  ol  duliai's  in  Sami  George’s  Cliannel, 
because  they  followed  the  arbitrary  current  of  Brit- 
isti  commeree,  flowing  into  ttial  sink  of  tlie  old  slave 
trade,  Liverpool.  Until  the  late  abolition  of  the 
corn  laws,  Great  Britain  could  in  a measure  control 
Ameiica’s  commerce;  but  now  America  the  great 


producer  at  once  of  the  materials  of  manufacture 
and  the  food  of  the  manufacturer,  can  turn  not  only 
her  own,  but  British  commerce,  into  such  channels 
as  she  pleases.  Moreover,  America  must  be,  before 
many  years,  the  intermediate  agent  between  Asia 
and  Europe.  From  London  to  Canton,  round  Cape 
Horn,  is  more  than  6,000  miles — from  the  same 
place  to  the  same,  via  Panama  or  Oregon,  less  than 
5,000.  America  will  then  more  and  more  require 
an  ally,  and  a depot  on  the  west  of  Europe;  and  we 
hereby,  after  a full  deliberation,  advertise  Ireland  as 
a candidate  for  that  employment,  whose  qualifica- 
tions excel  those  of  all  others. 

Our  object  in  this  speculation  is  to  keep  the  Irish 
in  Ireland.  If  we  are  starved,  colonized,  or  other- 
wise swindled  out  of  it,  the  English  will  quietly  re- 
move here  their  governmental  and  other  machinery, 
even  as  the  Tyrians  of  old  removed  to  Carthage,  or 
Duke  William  and  his  vassals  from  Normandy  to 
England;  and  they  will  become  lo  Eurofi^  all  that 
we  might  have  been.  The  Irish  name  and  nature 
will  fade  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  island 
of  our  ancestors  become  the  home  of  a new  people, 
ruling  and  enjoying  where  we  have  starved  and 
died. 

Good  Providence  to  tliink  of  this!  To  think  that 
our  oppression  is  lo  end  only  in  banishment,  and  our 
struggles  to  cease  but  in  death.  To  think  of  this 
land,  sprinkled  all  over  with  the  holy  blood  of  free- 
dom’s martyrs — gemmed  with  fields  of  glory  like  an 
Emperor’s  shield — raonumented,  sainted,  song  famed 
through  the  world,  given  up  at  last  to  men  without 
one  sympathy  for  it  in  their  hearts,  orone  fact  about 
it  in  their  memories! 

Tradesmen,  tenant  league,  landlords,  clergymen, 
Irishmen,  must  this  be? 

Ex-Governor  Seward,  of  New  York,  being  at 
Philadelphia  on  professional  business,  a committee 
of  fourteen,  “Irishmen,”  of  which  John  Killian 
Esq.  was  chairman  without  distinction  of  creed  or 
parties,”  on  the  12th  April  presented  him  with  an 
invitation  to  accept  a public  dinner.  The  letter  of 
invitation  says: — Havingju^l  heard  of  your  arrival 
in  our  city,  we  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
manifesting  our  unbounded  and  most  affectionate 
regard  for  your  manly,  noble,  generous  and  distin- 
guished services  in  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  oppressed  country  which  gave  us  birtli,  and 
in  your  patriotic  and  unwavering  devotion  to  our 
rights  and  interests  in  the  country  which  we  have 
adopted.  Whether  we  look  upon  you  as  a states- 
man or  a philanthropist,  a public  benefactor  ora 
private  citizen,  we  deem  you  eminently  deserving  of 
our  adm  iraiion  and  esteem.  Your  acts  have  endear- 
ed you  to  Uie  warmest  impulses  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  monuments  of  your  many  virtues  und  distin- 
guished worth  u ill  survive  when  we  shall  all  have 
returned  to  our  common  parent,  the  earth,  to  be 
gazed  upon  with  veneration  by  our  children,  and 
those  descended  from  them  to  the  latest  posterity.” 

To  this  invitation  Governor  Seward  replied  from 
New  York,  on  the  14th. 

Gentlemen.  When  1 read  the  surprising  accounts 
of  the  contributions  of  Uie  Irish  exiles  in  America  to 
the  reliei  of  liieir  suifering  biethren  abroad,  the 
words  of  an  ancient  poet  rise  up  in  my  memory. 

There  are,  who,  distant  (rorn  their  native  soil, 

Still  lur  their  own  and  couniry’s  glory  toil; 

While  some,  last  rooted  to  their  parent  spot, 

In  lile  are  useless,  and  in  death  forgot. 

if  I could  at  any  time  be  so  presumptuous  as  to 
accept  the  honors  of  a public  feast,  lam  sure  I ought 
not  now  to  receive  tliem  from  the  generous  Irish- 
men of  Philadelphia;  since  they  might  in  some  small 
degree,  lend  lo  check  the  flow  of  national  chanties 
so  needful  to  your  native  land,  so  honorable  to  my 
own.  Be  assured,  however,  gentlemen,  that  this 
great  compliment  is  valued  even  the  more  highly 
because  it  proceeds  from  too  indulgent  an  estimate 
of  my  public  life. 

With  earnest  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  for 
the  restoration  ol  the  liberties  and  independence  of 
Ireland,!  remain,  most  graiefully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Jahn  Killian,  &e.  Committee  of  the  Irishmen 
ol  Pliiladelpliia. 


EMIGRATION. 


Emigration.  Ttie  tide  is  sweeping  from  the 
easieiM  to  the  western  continent  with  hourly  accu- 
mulating volume.  Within  the  twenty  four  hours 
ending  Saturday  noon,  the  17th  April — nineteen 
hundred  and  eighty  three  emigrants  arrived  at  the 
single  port  of  New  York,  from  Europe. 

According  to  a statement  in  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  the  26th — there  arrived  at  that  port  from  the  1st 
January  to  the  4ih  April  1847,  from  Europe,  27,230 
steerage,  and  744  cabin  passingers — and  from  the  1st 
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lo  the  25lh  April,  17,666  passengers!  The  Tribune 
adds  “as  the  season  of  the  year  is  now  approaching 
when  the  arrival  of  passengers  in  ordinary  seasons 
greatly  increases  over  the  winter  months,  it  is  fair 
to  calculate  on  150  or  150,000  as  the  total  number 
for  the  year  1847.” 

The  condition  of  many  of  those  emigrants  is  truly 
deplorable.  We  give  as  an  instance,  that  of  the 
ship  Thomas  W.  Seari, — which  arrived  at  Boston 
last  Friday,  of  which  the  Boston  Traveller  says: — 
“When  she  sailed  from  Liverpool  she  had  141  steer- 
age passengers,  but  twenty  four  of  them  died  on  the 
prssage  of  ship  fever  and  dysentery.  Dr.  Smith,  the 
port  physician,  boarded  the  ship  this  morning  and 
found  it  to  be  in  such  a state  of  filth  as  to  ob- 
lige him  to  forbid  its  being  hauled  up  to  the  wharf 
until  purified.  He  found  about  twenty  of  the 
passengers  sick  with  the  fever,  who  will  have  to 
be  removed  to  the  almhouse  forthwith,  where  a num- 
ber of  them  will,  without  doubt,  die.  And  those 
who  are  now  well  are  in  such  a state  of  destitution 
as  to  render  it  probable  that  a number  of  them  will 
get  lodged  in  the  same  institution.  As  soon  as  Mr. 
Bailey,  the  superintendent  of  passengers,  boarded 
the  vessel,  the  passengers  commenced  begging  of 
him,  and  though  many  of  them  were  interrogated, 
not  one  was  found  who  possessed  a coppei! 

Six  children  were  born  on  her  passage  from  Liv- 
erpool. 

An  arrival  within  a few  days  past  at  Baltimore; 
furnished  much  such  another  account. 

Numerous  similar  arrivals  are  given  in  the  New 
York  papers,  as  occurring  there.  The  authorities 
of  the  city,  as  well  as  the  community  are  alarmed 
for  fear  of  pestilence  ensuing  from  their  condition. 

The  various  alms  houses  and  places  of  refuge  for 
the  destitute  poor,  are  literally  overw  helmed,  and 
the  poor  of  the  community  are  crowded  out  of  their 
last  refuge,  or  left  to  share  apartments  with  the 
newcomers. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  has  a bill  before 
them  designed  to  aid  the  city  authorities  in  the 
emergency. 

There  is  no  doubt  much  to  complain  of,  and  some- 
thing that  should  be  remedied  by  legal  enactments, 
of  all  this.  The  attention  of  congress  was  directed 
lo  the  subject  at  their  last  session,  and  a law  passed 
which  may  become  operative  to  some  extent. — 
Other  enactments  may  yet  be  required, — but  mean- 
time, what  is  to  be  done  in  the  present  exigency? — 
Political  economists  may  have  their  views — but  the 
Christian  has  his  duties.  Each  living  being  that 
arrives  is  a fellow  being,  we  must  not  be  forgetful 
of  their  wants  or  of  our  own  obligations  to  humanity. 
Our  country  is  ample  to  accommodate  all.  Beings 
destitute  of  everything  but  life,  are  crowding  to  our 
shores  to  avoid  oppression  or  starvation  at  home. 
They  throw  themselves  by  thousands  upon  our  hos- 
pitality. It  is  no  ordinary  time  or  circumstances 
that  they  are  fleeing  from.  An  extraordinary  effort 
on  our  part  is  due  to  their  condition. 

All  that  come  are  by  no  means  so  destitute.  We 
may  not  pick  and  choose  too  scrupulously,  whom  to 
admit  and  whom  to  refuse  a landing  upon  the  shores  of 
heaven’s  free  realm.  The  poor  and  the  destiiule  are 
children  of  a heavenly  parent  who  suQers  his  showers 
to  descend  alike  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust.  Man 
may  not  disown  his  brother  man,  and  lock  up  his 
abundance  without  sin  lying  at  his  door. 

We  are  assured  by  numerous  European  publica- 
tions that  the  great  body  of  emigrants  now  coming 
to  this  country,  are  from  the  middling  classes  of  their 
communities.  This  is  said  to  be  the  case  especially 
of  those  from  Ireland. 

Numerous  emigrations  for  America  are  now  taking 
place  from  this  country,  says  the  Courier  d\^lsace; 
(France)  several  villages  in  our  neighborhood  are 
mentioned,  in  which  nearly  a quarter  of  their  inhab- 
itants have  either  set  out  or  are  preparing  to  set  out  for 
distant  countries.  Want  of  subsistence  and  the  hope 
of  a better  lot,  which  unfortunately  is  not  always 
realized,  influences  these  doubtful  expeditions. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Eglesbach,  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  1,400  in  num- 
ber, have  requested  permission  to  be  allowed  to  em- 
igrate to  the  United  Stales. 

From  Bremen  the  number  of  emigrants  has  been 
extraordinary,  and  in  April  and  May  will  be  yet 
greater.  Throughout  all  Germany  extensive  pre- 
parations are  making  for  emigration  to  the  Slates. 
Indeed,  some  districts  are  threatened  with  complete 
depopulation. 

Rotterdam  papers  say,  that  that  cily  is  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  crowd  of  emigrants,  who  in  turn 
are  followed  by  still  greater  crowds — airangemeuts 
have  been  made  for  shipping  40,000  from  that  port 
alone. 

At  Antwerp  every  ship  has  been  taken  up.  Agents 
give  notice  that  no  more  can  be  shipped  until  the 
15th  May. 


German  Emtoration.  In  various  parts  of  Ger- 
many the  emigration  fever  has  gathered  strength 
lately,  and  it  has  become  a serious  question  how  to 
facilitate  the  transport  and  settlement  of  the  emi 
grants.  On  the  3d  iilt.,  a meeting  was  held  at  Darm- 
stadt, for  the  purpose  of  instituting  “a  national 
society  for  the  assistance  of  German  emigration  and 
eolonization;’  among  the  countries  mentioned  as  suit- 
able for  emigrante,  were  Algeria,  Corrientes  in 
South  America,  but,  more  immediately.  North  Amer- 
ica, especially  the  states  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Iowa. 

Since  placing  the  foregoing  in  type,  the  following 
appropriate  paragraphs  have  reached  us. 

It  speaks  for  itself,  and  records  a deed  not  only 
deserving  ndmirn/ion,  but  also  commending  itself  as 
an  fiample.  “Go  ye  and  do  likewise,  and  our  cities 
will  not  only  be  relieved  of  a present  severe  oppres- 
sion,— the  very  process  will  subserve  the  wants  of  our 
wide  spread  country.  Humanity  will  be  consoled 
by  the  “Samaritan”  spirit,  which  seeing  a wayfaring 
stranger  that  had  been  set  upon  by  thieves,  requiring 
“oil”  and  “wine”  to  restore  them  to  life,  refuses  not 
to  extend  the  hand  of  relief  nor  that  eflbrt  which 
when  the  great  account  shall  be  required  at  our  hands 
will  insure  our  being  recognised  as  “neighbor”  to  a 
brother  in  his  distress. 

A New  Jersey  Farmer.  Mr.  Joseph  Davis,  of 
Morristown,  Burlington  co..  New  Jersey,  has  taken 
from  the  almshouse,  wittiin  the  last  three  months, 
no  less  than  250  Irish  and  German  emigrants,  for 
whom  be  has  found  employment  among  his  friends 
and  neighbors.  With  a very  few  exeeplions  they 
are  all  satisfied  with  their  several  situations,  and 
they  are  not  only  earning  a comfortable  living  but 
actually  laying  up  money. 

Emigrants.  There  arrived  at  New  York  from 
foreign  ports,  during  the  month  of  April,  21,882 
immigrants.  Of  this  number,  18,007  were  from 
Great  Britain. 

New  York  law  relative  to  passengers,  we  find 
has  passed.  A correspondent  from  the  Piiiladelphia 
Inquirer,  writes:  New  York  May  3, 1847.  The  ex- 
citement and  phrensy  that  existed  here  some  time 
since  about  the  emigrant  passenger  buisiness,  has 
received  its  quietus  by  the  passage  of  a bill  which 
gives  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  and  one  that  will 
certainly  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  w'as 
framed,  viz:  the  protection  of  the  city  and  state,  and 
the  encouragement  of  emigration.  The  bill  pio- 
vides  that  on  the  arrival  of  a passenger  ship,  the 
master  thereof  shall  report  lo  the  Mayor  the  names 
and  condition  of  his  passengers  and  pay  a tax  of  one 
dollar  a head  for  them. 

In  case  any  lunatics,  infirm  persons,  idiots,  and 
all  other  persons  incapable  of  earning  a living  and 
providing  for  their  own  support,  andivho  are  not  mem- 
bers of  emigrating  families,  shall  be  among  them,  a 
bond  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  sh.ill  be 
given  for  each.  The  words  in  italics  constituted  the 
great  point  ofdifl'erence  between  the  shippers  and 
the  common  council,  and  led  to  the  expression  of 
public  opinion  at  the  tabernacle  a short  lime  ago. 

The  coirmon  council  proposed  that  the  shipper 
should  give  a bond  for  every  person  that  was  afflic 
led  in  this  way,  while  the  shippers  contended  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  unless  the  persons  so 
afflicted  were  part  and  parcel  of  an  emigrating  1am- 
ily.  If  they  were,  they  tnought  it  unnecessary, 
because  the  lau.ilies  of  the  afflicted  would  take  care 
that  they  would  not  become  a public  charge. 

The  shippers,  it  will  be  perceived,  gained  the 
point  they  contended  for;  the  city  and  staie  will  be 
iiideinnibed,  because  the  lax  of  one  dollar  each  is 
suiiirieiit  to  defray  the  expenses,  and  the  matter  is  at 
rest — lorever  it  is  to  be  hoped,” 

Foreign  Convicts. — We  understand  that  eight  par- 
doned convicts  from  Bermuda  arrived  here  in  a 
British  vessel  a day  or  two  since,  i'wo  or  three  ol 
them  have  been  arrested,. and  the  whole  matter  will 
be  fully  investigated.  - [JV.  Y.  Tribune. 


THE  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  OF  IRELAND. 

“Not  many  years  ago  there  was  no  so  such  thing. 
’Tis  wonderlu),  and  very  wonderful,  that  our  far 
seeing  masters  gave  them  to  us.  Yet  tliey  did  give 
them  foi  their  purposes;  but,  somehow,  the  men  ed- 
ucated therein  will  have  purposes  too — purpose^ 
stronger  for  the  education  they  received.” 

He  then  gives  the  following  extract  from  tlie  last 
report  of  the  national  school  commissioners  of  Ire- 
land: Table  showing  the  progressive  increase  in  the 

national  schools,  and  the  number  of  children  in  at- 
tendance. From  the  date  of  the  first  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  national  education  inlrelaul,  to 
the  31st  December,  1845. 


Schools  in 

Children  on 

Years. 

operation. 

the  rolls. 

1333 

■ 738 

107  042 

1835 

1,106 

145  521 

1836 

1 181 

153,707 

1837 

1 300 

166  929 

1833 

1,384 

199  548 

1339 

1,581 

192  971 

1840 

1.978 

2.32  500 

1841 

2 337 

281  849 

1842 

2.721 

319  792 

1843 

2,912 

355  320 

1844 

3.153 

395  .550 

1845 

3,426 

432.844 

“Thus  is  a mind  stealthily,  steadily,  rapidly  im- 
pregnating the  people — the  ‘lower  orders.’  Year 
after^ear  it  has  progressed  without  a failure.  Year 

after  year  it  must  and  it  will  progress  till , Aye, 

shake  your  heads,  poor  devils  of  legislators,  you 
can’t  stop  it.” 

The  writer  from  whom  we  extr,ie.t  the  foregoing, 
proceeds  to  sketch  a neaiitiful  ami  natural  scene 
presented  by  the  urchins  in  such  schools,  which  we 
regret  not  having  space  for.  He  proceeds: 

“And  now,  oh!  reader!  lake  you,  too.  a lesson  out 
of  that  national  school.  You  are  not  more  different 
from  your  grand  father  than  these  men  will  be  from 
you.  They  will  form  another  race — a thinking,  read- 
ing, sensitive,  intellectual  race.  Men  not  to  be 
governed  by  the  foreign  fortunes  and  political  cant 
under  which  you  have  trod  through  life — men  of 
mind,  necessarily  of  passion,  necessarily  of  action, 
who,  when  they  reach  the  lowest  form  of  citizen- 
ship, will  understand  its  rights  and  its  duties,  and 
will  have  the  one,  and  do  the  other.  Men,  for  whom 
foreign  institutions  will  be  as  hell;  for  whom  foreign 
jokes  will  be  as  bygone  jokes;  and  who,  having 
made  jokes  of  them,  will  despise  you  because  you 
bore  the  long  dishonor  so  contentedly.” 

,4ye!  These  national  schools,  national  in  nothing 
save  the  young  hearts  there,  are  schools  of  a nation." 

There  is  a glorious  future,  in  the  prospect  here 
opened  to  the  view.  The  nation  or  people  whose 
youth  is  thus  trained,  cannot  sink  into  obscurity. — 
No  power  on  earth  can  crush  them.  The  elements 
of  freedom  are  intelligence,  industry,  and  union  of 
sentiment. 


THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  GEN.  WOO  I., 

AND  THE  BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 


We  remarked  at  the  commencement  of  the  wa  r 
with  Mexico,  that  the  incidents  of  no  war  of  the 
same  extent  since  the  world  has  been  peopled,  ever 
have  been  so  accurately  and  so  universally  known  as 
those  of  this  war  would  be.  The  reason  is  obvious; — 
nearly  every  soldier  in  the  ranks  of  our  army  is  capa- 
ble of  writing  an  account  of  what  he  sees,  hears,  or 
does — and  we  have  spread  over  the  Union,  a newspa- 
per for  every  platoon  of  which  the  army  is  composed 
to  speed  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven  whatever  is 
written. 

The  following  rapid  and  truly  graphic  description 
of  the  march  of  General  Wool’s  division  of  the 
army,  and  his  junction  with  General  Taylor,  and  of 
the  subsequent  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  written  by  a 
person  who  belongs  to  the  2d  Illinois  regiment  of 
volunteers,  under  General  Wool — is  as  vivid  and 
distinct  a picture  as  was  ever  sketched  by  the  pen 
of  a historian. 

The  reference  which  the  writer  of  the  letter  makes 
to  his  associate  and  fellow  private  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Illinois  regiment,  Alexander  Konze,  the  ac- 
complished young  German  whose  character  is 
sketched  in  such  simple  unaffected  language,  fur- 
nishes proof  at  once  of  the  character  of  the  indivi- 
duals that  contribute  largely  to  compose  an  army 
from  this  republic.  I he  elite,  the  inspired  of  all 
lands,  seek  a home  in  ours.  Konze  came  li  . m Wis- 
consin to  join  the  Illinois  regimeiit  at  A Iton,  says 
his  friend,  ‘-that  he  might  serve  the  country  who^e 
constitution  he  respected  IilI'  -ic  all  other  systems  of 
government,  and  to  graiiU  his  curiosity  in  anew 
mode  ot  lile,  by  seeing  ivlexico,  and  observing,  as 
he  did  witfi  a philosophic  eye,  the  character  ol  her 
people  and  institutions.”  Such  men  amalgamated 
at  once  with  the  mass  of  kindred  spirits  here,  bring- 
ing with  them  and  dillusing  their  own  acquirements 
and  tastes  in  exchange  for  ours.  His  late  is  told. 
Who  can  read  it  without  deploring, — and  the  sign 
deepens  at  the  reflection,  that  many  as  brave,  vs  i 
timable  a man,  fell  ainongst  the  dead  of  that  baitle 
field,  whose  lute  will  never  be  told.  Whose  monii- 
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ments  History  will  neglect  to  rear.  ‘'While  await- 
ing upon  the  field,”  says  the  writer,  “on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-third  o'  Fehrnary,  (he  renewal  i>f  the 
attack  bv  Santa  Anna,-  th-3  thought  was  m ■ nisn- 

latoiy  tosever.il  of  his  comrades,  that  death  the 
next  day  might  make  them  companions  of  Miltia- 
DEs,  of  Socrates,  and  of  Konze.”  “Such  is  lue 
language,  without  the  least  ap(iearance  of  aifecta- 
tion,  of. a private  soldier  speaking  of  a group  of  sol- 
diers around  the  camp  fire  at  the  close  • f a ter- 
rific conflict  which  nad  lasted  all  day,  and  which  the 
next  days’  dawn,  it  was  expected,  would  renew. — 
These  soldiers,  with  hearts  saddened  by  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  comrade,  yet  glow  ng  with  a sublime  patri- 
otism whicli  placed  them  in  communion  with  the 
heroic  spirits  of  antiquity,  could  speak  of  death,  and 
await  It,  not  onlv  with  composure,  but  with  a serene 
sali'faction,  because  of  the  noble  fellowship  it  prof- 
fered ttiem  in  another  world.” 

From  Ike  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Evening  Post. 

Camp  at  Buena  Vista,  Coahuila,  Mexico, 
March  22,  1847. 

1 seize  the  first  opportunity  atf'irded  since  the  bat- 
tle of  Buena  Vista,  of  writing  you  from  the  field,  an 
account  of  the  more  recent  operations  of  General 
Taylor’s  army,  including  that  of  General  Wool 
heretofore  known  as  the  centre  division.  The  offi- 
cial details  of  the  battle  are,  I suppose,  already 
published  in  the  states  and  made  familiar  to  you;  but 
you  must  be  ignorant  of  many  occurrences  of  great 
interest,  precedent  and  subsequent  to  that  memora- 
ble event. 

General  Wool  landed  from  the  gulf  on  the  2d  of 
August  last,  at  La  Vaca,  Texas,  with  the  first  and 
second  regiments  of  Illinois  foot,  commanded  Cols. 
John  J.  Hardin  and  Wm.  H.  Bissell,  and  soon  after 
took  up  the  march  for  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  iiorth.  Here  he  was 
joined  by  Col.  Yell’s  mcunled  regiment  from  Arkan- 
sas, and  by  that  of  Col.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky;  by 
Ca[)t.  Washington’s  well  drilled  company  of  flying 
artillery,  eight  pieces,  from  Carlisle  in  Pennsylvania 
and  by  Major  Bounneville’s  battalion  of  regular  in 
fantry.  Col.  Harney,  with  four  companies  of  dra- 
goons, was  also  attached  to  this  division.  General 
Wool  displayed  great  activity  in  organizing  his  army 
and  putting  the  commissariat  in  the  finest  possible 
condition.  Sugar  and  coffee  of  the  best  quality  have 
always  been  a part  of  his  soldier’s  daily  diet.  No 
army  was  ever  better  provided  than  this  with  all  the 
munitions  and  appliances  of  war,  if  we  except  the 
quality  of  the  powder  which  the  government,  by 
some  most  culpable  agents  furnished  to  us,  the  in- 
fantry, for  the  day  of  battle, — an  article  far  inferior 
to  that  ol  English  manufacture,  used  by  the  Mexican 
soldiers,  'fhe  two  months  passed  in  this  delightful 
region,  w ere  well  spent  in  drilling  for  active  service. 
On  the  26ih  of  September,  two  days  after  the  capi- 
tulation of  Monterey,  the  advance  under  Colonel 
Harney;  marched  for  the  Rio  Grande,  followed 
soon  after  by  General  Wool,  who  left  Colonel 
Churchill,  the  inspec  or,  and  Colonel  Bissell  to 
bring  up  the  rear,  as  they  began  to  do  on  the  14th 
of  October.  The  whole  army,  at  this  time,  was 
two  thousand  six  hundred  strong.  We,  of  the  ad- 
vance, marched  to  the  Rto  Grande,  two  hundred 
miles  in  twelve  days,  resting  one,  for  General  Wool 
to  join  us. 

As  1 can  only  approximate  to  accuracy.  I shall 
use  round  numbers  in  mentioning  distances  and  the 
population  of  towns.  Crossing  the  present  boundary 
between  our  country  and  Mexico,  on  the  12th  day  of 
October,  w e set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  enemy, — 
Thence  we  marched  a distance  of  four  hu.idred  miles 
to  the  city  ol  Parras,  on  the  south >v  estern  confines 
of  this  state  and  near  to  a lake  of  the  same  name, 
passing  through  and  taking  peaceable  possession  in 
our  circuitous  route  of  the  cities  of  Presidio  del  Rio 
Grande,  Nava,  San  Fernando,  Santa  Rosa,  Monclo- 
va,  the  ancient  capital  of  this  state  and  Parras, 
which  we  reached  on  the  6th  December  ult.  These 
cities  contain,  each,  a pupnlatiun  of  from  five  to 
fitteen  thousand  souls,  except  Nava,  which  numbers 
about  two  thousand.  Monclova  and  Parras  are  quite 
weallliy  and  exhibit  tine  specimens  of  Spanish  art 
and  refinement.  We  spent  some  time  at  nearly  all 
of  them,  with  pleasure  and  profit,  viewing  much  ol 
Mexican  manners  and  customs  and  enjoy  ing  an  ap- 
parently cordial  intercourse  with  the  citizens.  Our 
line  of  march  carried  us  through  a great  variety  of 
scenery,  marked  after  three  days  progress  in  Mexico, 
by  high  abtf  barren  mountains  to  the  south  and  -west, 
covered  with  traces  of  rich  ore«;  by  sterile  plains 
and  table  lands,  scantily  supplied,  in  the  dry  season, 
with  water;  and  in  the  interior  by  beautilul  fertile 
valleys  embosoming  the  quiet  Mexican  cities,  towns, 
and  haciendas,  and  surrounded  in  the  hazj  distance 
by  cloud  capt  mountains,  covered  with  cedar.  You 
are  acquainted  with  Illinois,  and  can  farm  some  idea 


I of  Mexico,  as  1 saw  it  tor  six  iinrdred  mites,  bv 
I imagining  the  Prairie  stale  elevan  .1  -a  ihon-and  feet, 
I and  maite  s'.mev.  hat  n.i  ; o . '.rri  and  iioi;'..'.!.;'. i’-ig, 
.I'ltii  cragiry,  rr.-tcy  nionnioins  ii-.wcriiig  from  one 
to  t-wo  llion=and  feet  alno  n the  plainsAaknig  the 
phu-e  of  Uie  groves  and  inlpi  serting  the  lace  of  thi- 
coiiiitry  in  all  directions  But  it  is  only  by  actual 
vision  that  you  can  adequately  estimate  the  grand, 
though  uniiiviiiiig  picture  of  lonely  desolation;  the 
inhospilatile  sterility  that  met  the  wearied  eye  of 
the  soldier  in  his  toilsome,  thirsty  marches,  and  of- 
ten made  him  wish,  in  his  vexilion,  that  an  earth- 
quake had  Slink  the  country  which  he  was  sent  to 
conquer, 

Ttie  country  bordering  the  Rio  Grande  where  we 
crossed  it,  and  for  a considerable  distan  e into  Mex- 
ico, west  and  south,  is  low,  level,  very  lertile  and 
well  watered  bv  streams  or  irrigating  canals.  It  al- 
ready supports  a large  population,  and  contains  the 
cities  of  Presidio,  Nava,  and  San  Fernando;  the  last 
two,  situated  forty  and  fifty  miles  west  of  the  rirer, 
struck  me  as  quite  flourishing. 

The  land  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
for  nearly  a hundred  miles,  except  a few  fertile 
prairies,  is  divided  into  sandy  deserts  and  marshy 
c/iaparrn/s,  almost  as  difficult  of  access  as  the  jun- 
gles of  India.  It  will  be  the  haunt  only  of  savages 
and  wild  beasts  for  many  generations,  if  not  forever. 
Personal  observation  satisfied  me  that  senator  Ben- 
ton was  right  when  he  pronounced  the  Nueces,  P e 
most  profitable  western  boundary  of  Texas.  Of  the 
country  east  of  this  river,  of  which  I saw  much, 

I must  say,  as  of  Texas  generally,  with  her  rolling 
prairies  ami  crystal  streams,  that  here  I beheld 
the  future  France  of  America — a land  destined  to 
bloom  with  “the  olive  and  myrtle,  the  cedar  and 
vine,”  and  to  flow  even  in  our  own  time  with  milk 
and  honey. 

The  effect  of  our  long  marching,  of  the  strict  dis- 
cipline enforced  by  our  general,  and  of  the  exercise 
taken  in  drill  was  most  salutary  upon  the  health  of 
the  army.  After  a professional  and  sedentary  lile 
in  the  bilious  atmosphere  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
campaign  had  a most  renovating  effect.  The  army 
lay  encamped  at  Monclova  three  weeks,  during 
w hich  period  our  rear  came  up,  and  Gen.  Wool  was 
ordere  1 to  co-operate  with  General  Taylor  at  Mon- 
terey, instead  of  marching  upon  Chihuahua,  which 
lip  to  this  time  had  been  our  destination.  Eleven 
days  brought  us  to  Parras,  two  hundred  miles  farther 
into  the  country,  where  supplies  were  abundant. — 
Here  we  lay  in  camp  eleven  days,  in  friendly  inter- 
course with  the  people,  of  whom  many  are  not  des- 
titute ol  moral  worth  and  intelligence.  The  Ameri- 
can sharpers  among  them,  soi~disant  gentlemen,  en- 
gaged in  trade  and  marijing  fortunes,  struck  me 
with  more  disgust  than  the  most  degraded  Mexicans. 
Many  of  the  better  classes  of  natives  commanded 
my  highest  esteem.  One  Don  Manuel  Yvarra,  who 
was  ediicaied  in  the  United  Slates,  found  some  old 
friends  in  the  army,  and  treated  us  with  a hospitality 
commensurate  with  his  great  wealth.  His  position 
was  fixed  in  neutrality,  by  his  intelligence,  his  pru- 
dence, by  respect  for  American  character  and  insti- 
tutions, sympathy  with  his  couritiymen,  and  by  an 
unleigncd  aversion  from  his  own  rulers,  the  dema- 
gogues in  the  city  of  Mexico.  Santa  Anna  has  as- 
sessed his  coiitribulion  for  the  army  at  sixty  dollars 
per  week.  Hrs  reply  was,  “come  with  your  army 
and  take  it.”  But  these  halcyon  days  soon  passed 
over  our  heads,  and  more  stirring  scenes  were  at 
hand.  General  Worth,  who  lay  at  Saltillo,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  noah  of  east  from  us,  with  a 
thousand  regulars,  on  the  ]6lh  of  December  receiv- 
ed intelligence  which  he  credited,  that  Santa  Anna 
uas  vvilhiii  three  days’ march  ol  him  with  30,000 
men,  and  was  advancing.  He  despatclied  expresses 
to  Monterey  and  Parras  for  aid,  pro  iiising  to  hold 
out  one  day  against  any  force,  and  requesting  us  to 
reinforce  liim  on  the  fourth  day.  General  Taylor 
had  gone  to  Victoria,  but  General  La'ie  hastened  to 
Saltillo  with  two  regiinenls.  General  Wool  receiv 
ed  the  news  m the  evening  of  the  17ih,  and  in  less 
than  two  hours  the  w hole  army  vvas  on  the  march. 
On  the  21sl  ue  reinlorced  WorUi,biil  no  enemy  was 
present.  For  three  nights  in  succession  on  this 
march,  wliich  we  accomplished  in  three  days  and  a 
half,  the  army  was  roused  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
morning  to  resume  the  advance.  I'he  cav  .Iry  and 
artillery  called  us  the  sleep-walkers,  and  complain- 
ed tnal  we  were  killing  otl'  their  horses.  The  spirit 
displayed  by  the  men,  their  alacrity,  cheerfulness, 
and  patience,  were  most  adm liable.  Expecting,  as 
they  did,  to  meet  the  enemy  every  hour,  their  de- 
meanor inspired  the  slalf  and  all  other  officers  with 
confidence  in  the  result.  Volunteers  as  they  were, 
and,  as  compared  with  regulars,  but  imperleclly  dis 
cipliiied,  they  suddenly  assumed  a bearing  and  rea 
diness  in  obeying  orders,  not  altogether  unworthy 
the  old  guard  of  Napoleon.  This  march  was  a fit- 


ting prelii  le  'n  the  haltle  of  Buena  Vista.  On  the 
21st  of  D'  '•euiher  we  sat  down  at  Agua  Nueva,  a 
small  j'a;ir/!o  or  ‘''i,  ..  i nlr-one  miles  south  of 
Saltillo,  ami  nea«'  il.-.-  great  pass  in  the  mom  tain 
lead.ng  lo  San  Luis  P-.to-i,  ihe  seal  of  the  Mexican 
power.  Here  we  passed  Christmas,  walclnng  the 
■appearance  of  the  enemy  in  this  pass  and  two  smal- 
ler ones,  a few  miles  dislani  on  each  side  of  us. — 
New  year’s  day  was  spent  at  Encaotada.  nine  miles 
nearer  to  Saltillo;  we  still  vvatching  however,  and 
enjoying  the  luxury  of  frequent  false  alarms. — 
We  soon  after  took  up  our  fighting  position  at  the 
Rancko,  or  Ranch,  of  Buena  Vista,  five  miles  from 
the  cily,  and  prepared  to  defend  the  pass  two  miles 
in  advance  of  our  camp.  It  is  said  that  Colonel 
Hardin  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  first  sug- 
gested this  strong  position  for  a stand  against  the 
enemy. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Taylor  had  hastened 
back  to  Monterey,  and  was  concentrating  all  the 
forces  at  his  command,  either  lo  receive  the  attack 
or.  to  make  it  himself.  General  Scott,  however, 
ctiose  that  lie  should  receive  it.  Early  in  January, 
General  Worth  vvas  detached,  willi  his  division, 
from  Taylor,  and  joined  Ij  Scott  at  Tampico.  Not 
content  with  taking  this  and  General  Patterson’s 
command  at  Matamoros,  Scott,  broke  into  our  divi- 
sion, the  marching  column,  and  drew  off  lo  himself 
Colonel  Harney,  with  two  companies  of  dragoons, 
and  Major  Bonneville’s  battalion  of  four  compa- 
nies, leaving  Wool  an  army  of  volunteers,  exclu 
sively,  if  you  except  Captain  Steen’s  squadron  of 
dragoons,  and  Captain  Washington’s  battery,  which 
last,  even,  he  had  the  modesty  to  request  for  his  own 
use. 

I should  have  stated  before  lliat  General  Shields, 
with  a body  guard,  left  us  at  Monclova,  in  great 
disgust  with  matters  and  things  in  the  “sleeping  di- 
vision,” saying  that  we  should  see  no  enemy,  and 
that  the  “old  man  would  keep  us  gathering  up  pro- 
visions.” 1 am  informed  that  he  sent  off  his  aid, 
G.  T.  M.  Davis,  to  Monterey,  and  thence  lo  Wash- 
ington with  despatches,  wh  ch  were  mentioned  in 
the  pipers  as  coming  from  General  Wool,  but  of 
which  General  Wool  denies  all  knowledge;  also, 
that  he  was  very  desirous  of  supplanting  the  old 
man  in  this  command;  of  all  which  1 have  not  the 
least  doubt.  Wool  had  alienated  many  good  officers 
from  him,  by  his  ‘curst’  maimer  towards  them,  which 
was  rougher  with  officers  even  than  with  privates. — 
Among  these  was  Colonel  Harney  and  Major  Bon- 
neville, WHO  doubtless  received  with  joy  the  order 
sending  them  lo  Scott.  General  Shields  thought 
he  saw  in  these  bickerings  along  the  road  between 
the  cnief  and  his  colleagues,  a fine  opportunity 
to  become  chief  h.imelf,  and  fanned  the  tlanio  of 
mischief  with  Machiavellian  art.  We  s iw  him  de* 
pait  without  regret,  disgusted  as  most  of  us  were 
at  his,  fulsome  eleclioneering  with  the  rank  and 
file,  and  his  vain,  self-seeking,  unscrupulous  ambi- 
tion. 

Of  Wool,  the  best  language  that  can  be  used  is 
his  own  conduct  at  Queenslon  Heights  and  Buena 
Vista,  and  I shall  let  it  speak  for  him;  with  the  sim- 
ple remark  that  his  woist  faults  lean  lo  the  side 
of  rigid  oiscipline,  and  proceeding  from  the  head, 
have  no  place  in  the  heart,  which  is  sound  to  the 
core. 

Our  general  vvas  encamped  on  the  5th  ult.,  with 
Colonel  Bissell  and  Captain  Washington,  on  the 
heights  above  and  lo  the  south  of  isaltillo,  the  rest  of 
the  army  being  distributed  through  the  valley,  still 
watching  the  passes  to  San  Luis,  when  he  who  is 
called  by  his  devoted  soldiers  Old  Rough  and  Ready, 
came  up  with  Bragg’s  and  Slierman’s  batteries 
and  Colonel  Davis'  Mississippi  regiment.  He  ex- 
pressed great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  with  our  dis- 
cipline and  the  manner  in  winch  General  Wool  had 
“brought  us  up.”  By  command  of  General  Worth, 
Gen.  Lane  with  his  Indianians,  and  Lieut.  Kings- 
bury, liad  built  a very  good  fort  on  the  heights  of 
Saltillo,  and  in  it  Capt.  Webster’s  two  twenty-four 
pound  liowitzers,  with  smaller  pieces,  were  placed 
and  commanded  every  building  in  the  cily  below  as 
well  as  the  whole  plain  from  mountain  lo  mountain, 
east  and  v/esl. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the  whole  army  with 
General  Taylor,  except  four  companies  of  Illinois, 
left  to  guard  the  town,  lay  in  camp  at  Agua  Nueva, 
and  here  our  generals  patiently  awaited  the  arrival 
of  new  levies,  which  they  hoped  would  make  their 
forces  ten  thousand  strong,  and  forty  days’  provi- 
sions, to  enable  us  to  march  for  Santa  Anna’s  strong- 
hold, San  Luis  Potosi,  three  hundred  miles  south  of 
Saltillo.  General  Tay  lor  expected  to  be  ready  for 
the  march  on  the  first  of  April.  Bui  for  a long  time 
the  signs  had  been  thickening,  that  the  Mexican  dic- 
tator was  aiming  a blow  at  us,  the  Voluntarios,  as 
composed  of  more  conquerable  sluflThan  the  regulars 
under  Scott.  On  the  22d  of  January,  Majors  Borland 
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and  Gaines,  Capl.  C.  M.  Clay  and  Lienl.  Davidson, 
with  eifthly  men,  "ere  al  Incarnacinn,  sixty  miles 
from  Saltillo,  on  the  San  Lnis  mad,  scouting,  when 
they  were  suddenly  surrounded  in  the  night  by  three 
thousand  lancers  under  General  Minion,  taken  pri- 
soners in  the  morning,  and  marched  off  Cor  the  city 
of  Mexico.  Soon  al  ter  this,  Capt.  Eddy,  of  Kentucky, 
with  seventeen  men  on  picket  guard,  was  captured 
in  the  same  manner — a manner  little  creditable  to 
soldiers. 

Our  pickets  were  several  times  driven  in,  and  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  frequently  hovered  around  us  on 
the  south  and  east,  to  out  off  small  parties.  Many 
of  the  citizens  suddenly ' ec im- sullen  oari'lu 
Ameiicanus,  n ho  had  scattered  money  among  them 
v/ith  so  laii'h  a tiand.  Tnree  men  wer.;  missing  out 
of  the  Arkansas  regiment,  one  of  whom  was  found  on 
the  9 h ull.,  near  the  camp,  dead,  with  a lasso  around 
his  neck,  and  presenting  a tiorrid  .spectacle.  For 
this  act  of  an  unknoun  criminal,  a lew  comrades  of 
the  deceased,  on  the  next  day,  took  a frantic  and 
senseless  revenge,  by  shooting  down  in  cold  blood 
about  thirty  unarmed  Mexicans,  who,  with  their 
families,  had  abandoned  the  Ranch,  and  were  living 
in  the  mountains  under  cover  of  trees  and  bushes,  to 
cut  wood,  as  they  said,  fur  sale  in  our  camp.  Some 
Illinois  infantry  saved  the  greater  part  of  these  poor 
people  from  massacre.  Generals  Taylor  and  Wool 
were  greatly  enraged  at  the  act,  and  branded  it  in 
general  orders  as  a cruel  and  cowardly  outrage. — 
Meanwhile  a black  cloud  was  gathering  up  from 
San  Luis,  soon  to  burst  upon  our  heads  in  storm  and 
thunder.  Ou  the  20th  ult.  Colonel  May,  Captain 
Howard,  and  Lieutenant  O’Brien,  with  a scouting 
parly  at  Idionda,  twenty-five  miles  southeast,  look  a 
Mexican,  who  said  that  Santa  Anna  was  advancing 
upon  us  from  Incarnacion.  They  came  into  camp 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  with  this  inlelli 
gence,  which  many  things  conspired  to  stamp  with 
truth.  Having  breakfasted,  the  army  leisurely  re- 
treated to  Buena  Vista,  fourteen  miles,  and  there 
took  position.  All  the  iiifanlry  except  Colonel  Har- 
din, who  remained  in  the  centre  of  our  line  at  the 
pass  of  Buena  Vista,  encamped  at  the  Ranch,  whi- 
ther our  wagons,  which  had  returned  to  Agua’Nue- 
?a  for  the  rest  of  our  provisions  in  camp,  came  back 
in  the  night  with  hot  liaste.  Colonel  Yell,  by  order 
of  General  laylor,  had  remained  there  until  near 
night,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the  advanced  guard 
ol  the  enemy.  Destroying  such  provisions  and  wag- 
gons as  he  could  not  carry  off,  he  retired  to  our  po- 
sition. On  the  next  day  the  birlh  day  of  Washington, 
in  the  morning,  Colonels  Bissell  and  McKee,  with 
their  respective  regiments,  and  Gen.  Lane  with  his 
brigade,  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  We  left 
Our  tents  standing,  and  our  baggage  and  provisions, 
which  were  in  ihe  Ranch,  unguarded,  except  by 
teamsters,  and  one  man  niore,  JVI.ijor  Roman,  com- 
missary. Our  lorce  on  the  field  vai  ie.i  liiile  from 
four  thousand  men.  I hat  ol  Santa  Anna  was  twenty 
four  thousand,  as  all  concur  in  staling.  The  moun- 
tains  on  each  side  of  our  position  stand  two  miles 
apart,  and  are  high  and  ditiieuil  of  ascent.  Our  Hanks 
rested  upon  Ihem.  file  centre  occupied  the  road, 
with  Washiiigloii’s  battery  behind  a slight  breast- 
work ol  eanh;  above,  a liule  on  the  leCrand  in  ad- 
vance ol  which.  Colonel  li.ird.ri  was  posted,  on  a 
high  conical  hill,  belund  a low  breastwork  of  stone. 
His  office  was  to  guard  this  battery  on  the  road  be- 
low. On  a level  with  this  hill  to  the  left  was  an 
elevated  plain  or  table  land,  terminating  at  the  road 
in  high  bluffs,  and  cut  up  in  Iront  and  rear  of  our 
line,  as  well  as  on  its  right,  by  very  deep,  wide  ra. 
vines,  dry,  with  sloping  sides,  and  running  for  the 
most  part  at  right  angles  with  the  mountain,  and  pa 
rallel  with  our  line  oi  battle.  Here  was  our  left 
wing.  Our  right  was  posted  on  a low  alluvion,  cut 
up  in  nearly  all  directions  by  deep  precipitous  ra- 
vines, now  dry,  which  in  the  ra  ny  season  receive 
and  convey  the  mountain  torrenis.  This  low  ground 
was  conimanded  as  far  as  the  mountain,  and  could 
be  swept  by  our  cannon  on  the  road.  Near  to  an  i 
about  parallel  with  the  muiintaiii  on  the  right,  a 
creek  wiin  high  and  perpendicular  banks  ran  to  the 
north,  between  which  and  the  mounlain,  the  Ken- 
tuckians ol  Colonel  McKee,  with  two  of  Bragg’s 
cannon,  were  posted  on  the  :z2d,  and  remained 
there  till  the  morning  of  the  23d,  when,  finding  no- 
thing to  do  on  the  right,  ttiey  abandoned  this  posi- 
tion and  lushed  into  the  battle,  then  raging  on  our 
left. 

U became  evident  on  the  22d,  that  the  high  plain 
w as  to  be  the  principal  field  of  battle.  Must  of  that 
day  was  spent  by  Santa  Anna  in  throwing  a large 
force  ol  infantry,  under  General  Ainpudia,  into  Itie 
mountain  to  our  lelt,  tor  tlie  purpose  of  gaining  our 
rear  Al  four  o’clock  P.  M.  ol  llie  22d  the  battle  be- 
gan, with  a cannonade  on  our  right  and  centre,  fol 
lowed  Soon  alle:  by  a sharp  engag.  inent  in  the  moun- 


Col.  Marshall’s  mounted  regiment,  and  the  fiankers 
of  Ampudiri,  at  least  tliree  thousand  strong.  The 
mountain  sides  to  llie  top  seemed  alive  with  Ihe  ene- 
my, whose  bright  English  muskets  glistened  in  the 
rays  of  the  setting  sun. 

Night  came  and  all  was  still,  save  the  hum  of 
voices  from  the  two  opposing  armies,  bivouacked 
witbm  musket  shot  of  each  other.  Had  our  forces 
been  a little  larger,  lhal  night  would  have  seen  the 
destruction  of  Santa  Anna’s  army.  But  our  only 
safely  lay  in  an  ohslinale  defence  of  our  position. — 
Early  in  the  moriii  ,g  of  the  231  the  hall  opened. — 
The  21  of  Illinois,  Colonel  Bissell,  occupied  the 
right  of  the  plain,  his  right  resting  on  the  head  of  a 
ravine,  and  well  guarded  by  Br'gg’s  and  Sherman’s 
artillery.  On  his  left  were  O’Brian’s  three  pieces, 
detached  from  Wasliii,glon’s  battery,  and  still  fur- 
ther to  onr  left,  next  to  the  mounlain,  stood  the  2 I 
of  Indiana,  Colonel  Bowles,  with  General  Lane  and 
Ins  staff.  The  3 1 of  Indiana,  Colonel  l.ane  and 
Colonel  Davis’  well  tried  Mississippians,  were  hel  l 
in  reserve.  Behind  our  line,  ami  sheltered  by  a ra- 
vine from  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy,  (much 
heavier  than  ours,)  was  our  cavalry.  The  battle  to 
day  was  opened  by  our  riflemen  in  the  mountains, 
who  renewed  the  attack  which  they  commenced  the 
evening  befoie.  To  tneir  assistance  was  soon  sent 
the  I ifle  battalion  of  the  2J  Illinois,  three  companies 
under  Maj.  Trail.  Here  the  blows  of  our  men  were 
soon  felt  by  the  enemy  who  stood  at  bay,  at  a re- 
spectful distance  from  their  rifles. 

The  main  force  of  Santa  Anna  soon  advanced 
against  us  on  the  plain,  while  their  artillery  played 
upon  our  ranks  on  the  left.  The  infantry  came  on 
in  admirable  order,  crossing  one  deep  ravine  after 
another  in  our  front,  and  deploying  out  of  them  into 
line,  with  a regularity  that  excited  our  admiration, 
and  must  have  struck  the  fancy  of  our  two  regular 
generals.  Their  eight  columns  of  regiments,  ad 
vancing  in  line,  looked  formidable  indeed.  As  the 
enemy  rose  out  of  the  first  ravine  in  our  front,  they 
opened  their  fire  upon  us  of  the  2d  Illinois,  which 
we  received  some  time  without  returning,  and  ad- 
vanced a shoit  way  in  it;  but  which,  when  we  did 
return  it,  quickly  slackened.  The  ranks  immedi- 
ately before  us  soon  staggered  under  our  fire,  and 
were  ripe  for  a charge  of  bayonets  by  us,  when  the 
2d  Indiana,  on  our  left,  was  seen  in  base,  inglorious 
flight.  General  Lane  and  his  aid,  Mr.  Robinson, 
strove  in  vain  to  rally  them.  The  general  had,  just 
before  this  disgraceful  rout  replied  to  an  ofificer  who 
suggested  a retreat, — “Retreat!  No;  I will  charge 
them  with  the  bayonet.”  Many  of  this  “flying  in- 
fantry” ran  to  the  Ranch,  many  to  town,  and  some, 
the  bearers  of  til  tidings,  may  h-ave  run,  for  augtit  1 
know,  to  the  United  States.  The  enemy  now  charg- 
ed O’Biian’s  guns,  ol  wiiicli  they  took  one,  anU  our 
left  being  turned,  were  concentrating  tlieir  fire  upon 
our  single  regiment  wiih  deslruelne  effect.  By 
comm.iiid  of  Col.  Ctiurchill,  Col.  Bissell  onJereO  liis 
ranks  to  cease  flung  ai.d  retreat  to  the  ravine  in  our 
rear,  whicli  order  was  several  limes  repealed  amiilst 
ttie  rallliiig  volleys  beluie  it  could  i.e  heard  and 
obeyed.  Rall>iiig  out  ol  tm-  ravine  to  the  right  be- 
bmu  the  ai'Ullery,  wbieli  was  now  piougliing  itirougli 
itie  advancing  culu  uiis  of  the  enemy,  we  quickiy 
joined  the  KentncUians  under  C d.  McKee,  and  w'llh 
liiem  drove  back  llie  enem>’s  lelt  with  slaughter  into 
the  ravines,  where  many  of  lliein  were  kille  ' ml 
wounded.  But  on  our  lelt  tiie  enemy  were  victori 
ous,  and  were  last  pushing  into  our  rear.  'I'hc-ir 
flankers  in  the  niuuiilains  rushed  forward  to  sur- 
ruuiicl  our  riflemen,  and  ihe  swaims  of  lancers  driv- 
ing before  them  theAikansas  cavalry,  whom  Col. 
Yell  in  vain  called  upon  and  adjured  lo  follow  him 
to  Ihe  charge. 

Our  brave  skirmishers  from  llie  mountains  w ere 
on  tlie  point  of  being  exterminated,  when  Cols  Yell 
and  Marshall,  with  a lew  companies  and  the  dra- 
goons of  Captain  Slerii’s  squaili on,  slightly  checked 
the  career  of  the  lancers,  and  enabled  the  greater 
part  of  our  riflemen  lo  retreat  lo  the  Ranch.  About 
ibis  lime,  Captain  Stern  was  struck  with  a giape 
shot  and  compelled  to  retire.  'I’he  gallanl  and  good 
old  captain  was  greally  missed  Itirougbout  the  day. 
Here,  with  many  ulhers,  lell  Lieut.  Price  of  Illinois, 
seventy  two  years  old.  Capl.  Conner  of  the  rifles, 
was  attacked  by  iliree  laheers,  and  saved  himseli  by 
his  skill  w nil  the  sw ui’U. 

’I  he  lancers  still  made  head  against  our  cavalry- 
anil  drove  them  lo  Buena  Visla,  where  they  were 
finally  repulsed,  alter  charging  and  d ispersiiig  the 
Arkansas  regimeiii,  w lUi  Ihe  loss  of  Us  noble  colonel. 
May,  with  the  dragoons,  now  came  up,  and  wiUi  our 
riflemen  and  two  pieotsui  ai'Ullery,  soon  drove  back 
the  main  uody  ol  ilie  laiicei's.  Bui  in  ibe  meantiino, 
a large  brigade  of  Mexican  inlaiilry  had  gained  our 
rear,  and  a large  force  of  lancers  had  gone  by  our 
left  lo  attack  aalullo,  in  conjunction  with  General 


tain  to  our  left,  between  Kentucky  riflemen  from  1 Almion  on  the  north.  These  last  were  quickly  re- 


pelled by  our  cannon  in  the  front,  and  were  chased  a 
considerable  dialanre  back,  by  infantry  from  the 
town  w ith  a small  cannon.  The  Mississippi  infantry 
now  marched  lo  attack  that  of  the  enemy  in  our  rear, 
drawn  up  along  Ihe  base  of  the  mountain,  and  gave 
them  battle  with  a gallantry  and  steadiness  worthy 
of  veterans.  They  were  soon  joined  by  Ihe  third  of 
Indiana,  and  a large  part  of  the  tarnished  2d,  who 
had  rallied  and  returned  to  the  conflict.  Gen.  Lane 
was  111  command  here,  though  wounded  early  in  the 
morning.  T'he  battle  was  bloody,  obstinate,  and 
long  continued.  'I'wo  pieces  of  artillery,  with  our 
rallied  i illemen  under  Major  Wall,  came  np  to  the 
left,  and  attacked  the  right  of  the  Mexican  line  with 
great  effect.  With  tliis  squad,  for  a short  lime,  was 
Gem  Wool,  cool  and  collected,  directing  the  fire  of 
the  artillery  and  men,  and  placing  them  in  the  best 
positions.  I he  battle  on  the  plain,  meanwhile,  was 
confined  lo  ai  lillery,  of  which  the  enemy  had  planted 
a batleiy  on  our  left,  and  along  side  of  which  was 
the  main  bo  ly  of  Ihe  infanliy.  On  the  flanks  of  our 
artillery,  opposed  lo  lhal  of  the  enemy,  were  Cols. 
Hardin,  Bissell,  and  McKee,  ready  lo  repel  an  ex- 
[lected  charge  of  the  Mexican  infantry,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  splendid  contest  going  on  in  our  rear. — • 
Col.  Hardin  on  finding  that  all  the  allacks  by  lancers 
on  Wa.shinglon’s  battery  were  feints,  and  tliat  the 
stream  of  battle  (lowed  only  on  our  side  of  the  field, 
left  his  hill  and  came  with  a portion  of  bis  regiment 
to  the  plain.  With  us  was  young  Clay , whose  firm 
set  countenance  and  eye  ol  fire,  called  up  in  memory 
his  eloquent  father  in  the  height  of  an  oratorical  tri- 
umph. 

At  length,  about  three  o’clock,  p.  m.,  we  savy  the 
Mexican  force  in  our  rear  begin  lo  falter  and  retrace 
their  steps,  under  the  well  directed  shot  of  our  ranks 
of  marksmen,  and  the  artillery  still  pouring  its  iron 
death  bolts  into  their  right.  Their  lancers,  who  had 
taken  refuge  behind  their  infantry,  and  there  watch- 
ed the  progress  of  the  fight,  made  one  desperate 
charge  lo  turn  the  fortune  of  the  d;iy  by  breaking 
Ihe  line  of  Indiana  and  Mississippi.  But  the  cool, 
steady  volunteers  sent  them  with  carnage  and  con- 
fusion to  Santa  Anna,  on  the  plain  above,  with  the 
report  lhal  our  reserve  was  five  thousand  strong,  and 
filled  alt  the  ravines  in  our  rear.  I’he  retreat  of 
their  infantry,  which  pansed  for  a moment,  was  now 
hastened  by  the  repulse  of  the  lancets,  but  still  under 
a galling  fire.  They  marched  back  in  excellent  or- 
der. While  making  Ibeir  toilsome  and  bloody  way 
back,  with  Iheir  men  falling  at  every  .step,  Santa 
Anna  practised  a ruse,  to  which  any  French  or  En- 
glish oflicer  would  have  scorned  lo  resort.  lie  ex- 
nibited  a flag  of  iruce,  and  sent  it  across  the  plain  to 
uur  right,  where  stood  our  generals.  3'he  heralds 
first  asked  what  Ir-mps  we  were,  and  one  officer,  a 
Volunteer  loo,  had  the  lolly  lo  say  we  were  regulars, 
"truupos  de  ligne."  They  then  asked  Gen’l  Taylor 
wtial  leirns  he  had  lo  prop..se.  “1  ilemaiid  that  Gen. 
Santa  Anna  surrender  himself  and  his  whole  army 
[uisoneis  ol  wai;  1 will  release  iliem  on  parole” — 
was  his  reply.  In  the  morning  Santa  .Anna  had 
summoned  Taylor  lo  surrender,  represenling  the 
folly  of  resistance  w ith  volunteers  against  his  over- 
whelming loice  of  regulars.  'The  old  hero  then  re- 
plied, “we  are  here,  come  and  get  ns.”  The  tables 
were  now  turning.  'The  bearers  of  the  flag  asked 
whal  time  they  could  have  lo  consider  these  terms — 
“All  houi?”  “Not  half  that  time,”  exclaimed  our 
second  in  command,  who  may  be  called  Old  Ready 
as  well  as  our  lirst,  “i.ol  hull  that  lime.”  'Take  30 
minules,  said  our  duel.  'The  flag  returned  lo  the 
.Vlexican  army , aecumpai.ied  ny  General  Wool.  By 
this  Uu.e  the  detachment  in  our  rear,  lo  save  whicli 
the  flag  was  exhibiled,  had  nearly  gained  itio  plain, 
sull,  liowever,  under  the  fire  ol  Gen.  J>aiie,  w ho  did 
nut  iiueiaul  lor  a inomenl  his  terrible  blows  upon 
Ibe  leUealing  enemy.  At  lengih  they  joined  the 
..aid  aimy.  Ihe  cannonade  had  recuininenced  on 
Ihe  side  ol  the  enemy  against  us,  with  the  reluni  of 
ihe  Hag,  and  was  quickly  answered  by  ou."  “mortal 
engines.”  Soon  ailervvards  iheir  w hole  army  com- 
meueed  an  orderly  retreat  along  the  base  of  lha 
mountains.  Now  came  a disastrous  movement. — 
Colonel  liardin  called  his  men  to  a charge  on  Uia 
reliniig  enemy.  Colonels  .McKee  and  Bissell,  under 
tlie  intlueiiue  of  hia  example,  and  willing  lo  share 
his  late,  seconded  Ihe  movement  and  marched  with 
their  men  against  ten  tunes  our  numbers.  Our  bal- 
leries  look  a in  arer  position  and  coiiLinued  llieir  fire. 
U’Bnen  with  his  two  lemaining  guns  on  uur  lell,  ac- 
euin|jaiiied  us  to  the  middle  of  the  plain,  where  he 
opened  on  Ihe  enemy.  We  continued  lo  advance, 
when  t-lie  Mexicans,  wheeling  into  line,  poured  upon 
us,  not  yet  lormed  in’.o  line,  a tire  such  as  no  ranks 
ever  withstood.  Al  the  same  time  their  lancers,  in 
imnieiise  squadrons,  attacked  our  right,  while  their 
whole  line  ol  infantry  advanced  upon  us  in  rapid,  re- 
gular march. 

'Their  diac  pline  is  wonderfully  perfect.  Had  they 
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been  less  eauerto  kill  and  plunder  oiir  wounded,  and 
had  their  officers  known  the  value  of  minutes,  and 
how  to  improve  them,  the  day  had  been  lost  to  us  in 
blood  and  horror;  for  they  gave  no  quarter.  Lieut. 
Robbins  surrendered  and  was  stabbed  dead,  with  his 
own  sword.  The  same  fate  befell  Lieut.  Leanhart 
in  the  morning,  and  many  others  during  the  day. — 
We  retreated  fighting  to  the  head  of  a ravine  far  to 
right  of  our  batteries,  and  In  advance  of  our  line  in 
the  morning.  O’Brian’s  batteries  and  most  of  his 
gunners  were  gone.  We  made  a short  stand  at  the 
head  of  this  ravine  where  McKee,  Hardin,  and  Clay 
fell,  and  then  ran  a gauntlet  through  it,  of  three 
quarters  of  a mile,  in  the  midst  of  shot  from  both 
Bides,  to  the  road  where  Washington’s  battery  stop- 
ped the  pursuit  and  saved  many  I,  with  a few  oth- 
ers, went  down  a shorter  ravine,  leading  into  the 
road  nearer  the  battery,  and  climbing  Hardin’s  hill, 
we  w'ere  soon  greeted  with  the  appearance  of  Col. 
Bissell,  safe  and  unhurt.  Meantime  General  Lane 
with  Cols.  Davis  and  Lane,  and  the  Monterey  heroes 
of  Mississippi,  the  gallant  Indianians  and  the  Illinois 
Pioneers  under  their  Sergeant  McFarland,  rose  upon 
the  plain,  from  their  victory  in  the  rear,  and  in  full 
view  of  our  rout,  with  their  scathing  volleys  called 
off  the  vultures  from  the  massacre  and  plunder  of  the 
fallen.  Following  these  up,  with  the  American  yell, 
so  terrifying  to  Mexican  hearts,  they  quickly  pul 
their  discipline  to  a severe  proof  to  save  their  own 
army  from  a total  rout.  They  formed,  however,  ra- 
pidly, and  renewed  the  battle;  when  General  Lane 
fell  off  to  our  left  to  protect  our  artillery,  whose 
thunders,  above  all  other  sounds,  incessantly  and 
without  pause,  continued  to  drown  the  groans  of  the 
wounded,  and  to  chant  the  requiem  of  the  dead,  car- 
rying death  upon  their  bolts  through  the  solid  ranks 
of  Santa  Anna. 

As  soon  as  I had  found  a breathing  place,  the  shrill 
voice  of  Gen’l  Wool  was  heard,  calling  in  trumpet 
tones,  “Illinois,  Illinois,  to  the  rescue;  out  my  brave 
boys,  out  and  defend  our  batteries.’’  So  complete 
had  been  our  rout,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  2d  of 
Illinois,  which,  with  six  companies,  had  in  the  morn- 
ing, kept  her  iron  ranks  against  the  whole  Mexican 
line,  that  now,  only  four  men  of  the  regiment  were 
within  hearing  of  this  appeal,  who  answered  it  by 
rallying  instantly,  with  a few  Kentuckians  and  Illi 
noians  of  the  first,  to  repel  with  General  Lane,  a 
threatened  charge.  These  four  men  were,  private 
H rmaii  Busch,  Corporal  Charles  Gooding,  a lieu- 
tenant, and  Colonel  IJissell.  I mention  the  last  with 
greater  pleasure,  because  he  is  a true  man,  a good 
officer,  a native  of  your  state,  and  my  colonel.  Our 
force  augmented  swiftly  with  the  rallying  fugitives; 
but  Santa  Anna  judged  it  prudent  not  to  make  this 
charge,  and  thus  to  save  a part  of  his  army  for  other 
fields.  Had  he  made  it,  I cannot  bring  myself  to 
doubt  as  to  the  result,  when  1 consider  the  exasper- 
ated mind  of  every  survivor  among  us,  inflamed  to 
the  highest  and  bitterest  resentment  for  the  wanton 
murders  of  the  wounded  and  vanquished,  committed 
under  our  eyes  throughout  the  day.  We  had  now 
determined  to  conquer  or  to  die. 

Santa  Anna  resumed  his  retreat.  Still  under  the 
fire  of  our  aitillery  and  in  good  order  he  recrossed 
the  ravines,  out  of  which  he  tiad  marched  upon  us  in 
the  morning.  His  bivou  ck  was  a little  in  advance 
of  our  posilion  till  about  midnight,  when  he  retired 
to  Agua  Nutva,  and  llienc  - on  the  26:h  ult.,  march 
ed  lor  San  Luis  Poiosi.  He  admitted  his  loss  to 
have  been  four  ilioiisand  killed,  wounded  and  miss- 
ing, of  whou.,  eeriaiiily,  not  half  w ere  deserters. — 
We  exi  hanged  his  prisoners  for  C.  M.  Clay  and  the 
others  taken  in  January,  whom  he  promised  to  send 
to  Vera  Cruz  Our  killed  and  wounded  were  even 
hundred.  J'he  dispatches  have  already  informed 
vou  who  they  are.  The  letter  is  now  so  long  that  1 
inust  close  with  a brief  notice  of  a few  of  the  dead, 
reserving  the  most  recent  events  for  another  episMe. 

Captain  Lincoln,  so  distinguished  at  Palo  Alto  and 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  was  shot  through  the  head 
early  in  the  day,  while  rallying  us,  and  fell  from  his 
horse,  near  me,  into  the  arms  of  Captain  Railh.  He 
was  a gjllaiil  New  Englander,  and  stood  hign  in  the 
esteem  of  all.  He  was  adjutant  to  Gen.  Wool. 

Colonel  Hardin  was  slain  by  lancers,  near  where, 
and  soon  alter  McKee  and  Clay  were  shot.  He  was 
an  excellent  officer,  a good  lawyer,  and  a man  of 
talent.  His  character  and  late  bear  a strong  simili- 
tude to  that  ol  Colonel  Davies,  u ho  fell  at  Tippeca- 
noe. 

Colonel  McKee,  whom  1 did  not  know,  is  much 
regretted  in  the  army,  and  his  character  spoken  of, 
universally,  in  the  most  exalted  terms. 

It  was  never  my  furlurie  to  know  a more  kind 
hearted,  bhivalric  and  accomplished  gentleman  than 
Col.  Yell  of  Arkansas.  He  fell  with  Capl.  Porter, 
in  a hand  to  hand  conflict  with  lancers,  but  feebly 
supported  by  his  regiment.  None  knew  him  but  to 
love  him;  none  named  him  but  to  praise. 


Lieutenant  Williarn  Price,  of  our  Illinois  rifle  bat- 
talion, was  slain  by  lancers  while  retreating  from 
the  mountains,  after  onr  left  was  turned  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  frost  of  seventy  two  winters  had  silvered 
his  hairs,  and  he  had  left  a home  of  affluence  and 
ease,  with  the  expressed  wish  to  die  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  and,  if  need  be,  on  the  field  of  battle. 
“They  cannot  cheat  me  out  of  many  years,’’  said  he. 
— When  ordered  with  the  battalion,  like  a forlorn 
hope,  to  the  trying  contest  in  the  mountains,  he  ex- 
claimed with  a look  of  joy,  as  he  drew  his  sword: 
“Now  boys,  this  looks  like  doing  something.’’  The 
enemy  triumphed  over  his  fall,  supposing  him  to  be 
General  Wool,  and  some  prisoners  taken  soon  after 
said  that  General  I’aylor  alone  was  left  to  save  us. 
They  judged  erroneously  r.f  us  from  themselves,  and 
would  have  found  us  an  army  still,  though  deprived 
of  our  three  generals. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Clay,  jr.,  was  much 
lamented.  His  manners,  voice,  and  features  re- 
minded the  observer  strongly  of  bis  father.  You 
saw  the  suavity,  ease,  and  dignity  of  his  carriage 
and  deportment  in  them  both.  The  statesman  of 
Kentucky  will  say  with  old  Siward: 

“My  son  has  paid  a soldier’s  debt, 
to  the  iinslirinUin;  station  where  he  fought. 

Had  f as  many  sons  as  1 have  heirs, 

1 would  not  wish  them  a fairer  death: 

And  30  his  knell  is  kiiolled. 

In  the  same  part  of  the  field,  and  about  the  same 
lime  with  Clay,  McKee,  and  Hardin,  another  fell, 
pierced  by  a lance,  whose  name  is  worthy  of  a place 
in  the  rolls  of  fame — Private  Alexander  Konze,  of 
company  H,  2d  regiment  of  Illinois.  The  writer 
was  honored  with  his  friendship,  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  him  well,  being  a member  of  the 
same  company  and  his  tent  mate.  His  conduct  on 
the  field  was  most  soldierly,  cool,  calm,  deliberate, 
and  prompt  in  obeying  orders.  His  courage  was 
conspicuous,  even  in  the  moment  of  his  death,  when 
he  refused  to  surrender.  Except  a brother  in  South 
America,  he  left  no  relatives  on  this  continent.  His 
widowed  mother  lives  ii  Bueckeburg,  in  Hanover, 
near  to  his  native  city — Hamburg.  He  received  a 
splendid  education  at  the  universities  of  Jena  and 
Goettingen.  He  had  been  but  a year  in  the  United 
Stales  when  he  joined  our  regiment  in  Alton,  whith 
er  he  had  come  to  volunteer,  from  Wisconsin.  His 
motives  in  taking  this  step  were,  that  he  might  serve 
the  country,  whose  constitution  he  respected  before 
all  other  systems  of  government,  and  gratify  his  cu- 
riosity in  a new  mode  of  life,  by  seeing  Mexico,  and 
observing  as  he  did  with  a philosophic  eye,  the  char- 
acter of  her  people  and  institutions.  The  writer 
promised  much  pleasure  to  himself  in  travelling  with 
him  through  this  country.  He  was  twenty  seven 
years  of  ago,  and  probably  the  most  learned  man  in 
the  army.  His  knowledge  of  philology  was  accu- 
rate and  profound.  Such  was  his  familiarity  with 
the  Latin,  that  by  one  day’s  examination  of  a Span- 
i ish  grammar  he  was  able  to  read  this  cognate  Ian- 
^ guage  with  facility.  Many  pleasant  hours  have  we 
spent  together  in  rambling  over  the  plains  and  moun- 
tains of  Mexico,  while  he  filled  his  haversack  with 
new  plants  to  send  to  Germany,  and  which  his  know- 
ledge of  botany  often  enabled  him  to  class  in  their 
several  genera  and  species. 

A better  or  a braver  heart  than  his  never  beat  its 
last  on  a field  of  battle.  While  awaiting  upon  the 
field,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  February,  the  re- 
newal of  the  attack  by  Santa  Anna,  the  thought  was 
most  consolatory  to  several  of  his  comrades,  that 
death  on  the  next  day,  might  make  them  companions 
of  Miltiades,  of  Socrates,  and  of  Kunze.  This  man 
died  for  a country  of  which  he  was  not  a citizen; 
shall  it  be  said  that  he,  the  republican  son  of  Ger- 
many, was  not  a true  American.^  May  his  example 
animate  the  hearts  of  those  whom  alone  he  would 
acknowledge  as  countrymen — the  good  and  the  true 
of  every  clime  and  country. 

Respectfully,  NATH’L  NILES. 
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[Conlinaed.] 

COL.  Harney's  report. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Dragoons, 
Camp  Washington,  March  26,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Seott,  I pro- 
ceeded yesterday  with  Captain  'i'hoiMlon’s  squadron 
of  dragoons,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj. 
Sumner,  and  fifty  dismounted  men  under  Capt.  Ker, 
towards  the  Madeline  river,  it  being  reported  that  a 
considerable  mounted  force  was  in  that  direction, 
and  in  our  neighborhood.  1 moved  without  opposi- 
tion until  1 came  near  the  stone  bridge  of  the  More- 
na,  which  is  skirted  by  a dense  chaparral,  and  which 
I determined  to  reconnoitre  before  advancing  any 


farther,  as  1 had  learned  that  it  was  fortified,  and 
guarded  by  2,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  small  parties  of  lancers  were  seen  near  the 
thicket  on  my  approach.  The  enemy  was  prepared, 
and  when  1 came  within  sixty  yards  of  the  bridge, 
he  opened  a heavy  fire  on  my  dismounted  skirmish- 
ers, and  notwithstanding  the  utmost  precaution,  one 
corporal  was  killed,  and  two  men  severely  wounded. 
Seeing  the  bridge  was  fortified,  and  the  enemy  in 
force  to  dispute  the  passage,  I fell  back,  and  sent  a 
request  for  two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  the  aid  of 
which  I felt  convinced  I could  drive  him  from  the 
bridge,  and  put  him  to  rout.  In  the  meantime  Capt. 
Hardee,  who  was  engaged  in  disembarking  his  hor- 
ses, hearing  that  I was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  col- 
lected all  the  footmen  he  had  on  shore  and  all  he 
could  find  in  camp,  numbering  more  than  forty,  and 
came  to  my  assistance.  1 was  also  joined  by  a com- 
pany of  the  1st  Tennessee  regiment  commanded  by 
Captain  Cheatham,  and  part  of  four  companies  of  the 
2d  Tennessee  regiment,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Haskell.  Soon  after  this  Lieutenant  Judd,  3d  artil- 
lery, arrived  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  I im- 
mediately made  my  dispositions  for  attack.  Capt. 
Ker,  with  the  dismounted  dragoons,  was  placed  on 
the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge,  the  volun- 
teers on  the  right,  while  Capt.  Hardee,  with  Lieut. 
Hill,  was  directed  to  keep  near  the  artillery  to  sup- 
port it,  if  necessary,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  charge 
on  the  bridge.  Major  Sumner,  with  the  mounted 
men,  was  held  in  reserve.  Lieutenant  Judd  was  di- 
ree'ed  to  move  down  the  road  with  caution,  as  it 
was  circuitous,  and  the  bridge  not  risible  until  with- 
in fifty  yards  of  the  fortification.  He  did  so  with 
great  judgment;  but  he  was  no  sooner  seen  than  the 
whole  fire  of  the  Mexicans  was  concentrated  on  his 
party.  Hoping  to  divert  their  fire,  I ordered  the  vo 
lunteers  to  commence  firing  on  the  right,  and  Capt. 
Hardee  to  extend  his  men  to  the  left  and  fire  also; 
but  Lieut.  Judd,  nothing  daunted,  opened  upon  the 
fortification,  and  after  six  or  eight  well  directed 
rounds,  the  heads  of  the  enemy  were  no  longer  seen 
above  the  parapet.  At  this  moment  I ordered  a 
charge  upon  the  bridge;  and  the  volunteers,  headed 
by  C donel  Haskell  and  Captain  Cheatham,  and  the 
dragoons  under  Captain  Hardee,  rushed  upon  it  with 
fearless  intrepidity.  The  fortification  opposed  no 
obstacle.  It  was  immediately  leaped;  but  by  this 
time  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  and  reformed  be- 
yond the  bridge.  I then  ordered  the  bridge  cleared, 
and  sent  for  Major  Sumner’s  command,  which  came 
up  in  gallant  style,  and  charged  upon  the  enemy. — 
On  his  approach  the  foolnren  fled  into  the  woods, 
but  the  lancers  were  met  and  completely  routed.— 
Lieutenant  Lowry  and  Lieut.  Oaks,  with  three  men, 
pursued  a party  of  about  thirty  lancers  who  turned 
off  in  a byroad,  and  all  bat  five  were  either  sabred  or 
dismounted.  Major  Sumner  and  Lieutenant  Sibley, 
at  the  head  of  the  first  set  of  fours,' had  several  per- 
sonal encounters  with  the  enemy,  who  were,  in  eve- 
ry instance,  either  killed  or  dismounted.  The  pur- 
suit was  continued  to  the  village  ef  Madeline,  sis 
miles  from  the  bridge,  from  which  another  party  of 
lancers  were  seen  retreating  and  Lieutenant  Neill, 
my  adjutant,  being  in  advance,  pursued  them  with 
three  men. 

A parly  was  sent  to  support  him;  but  his  horse 
being  fleeter  than  the  rest,  he  came  first  upon  the 
enemy,  and  two  of  them  closing  upon  him,  he  receiv- 
ed two  severe  lance  wounds  in  the  breast  and  arm,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  fell  from  his  borse,  but  not 
until  he  bad  displayed  uncommon  gallantry  in  his 
defence.  Hearing  this,  and  believing  the  enemy  in 
force,  I continued  the  pursuit  two  miles  further;  but 
night  coming  on,  1 was  reluctantly  compelled  to  de- 
sist. I had  Lieutenant. Neill  brought  to  the  village 
of  Madeline,  where  1 halted  for  three  hours  to  refresh 
men  and  horses,  and  1 then  returned  to  camp  with 
my  command,  which  1 reached  at  three  o’clock  in 
the  morning.  After  my  disposition  had  been  made 
for  the  attack,  Major  General  Patterson  came  up 
wiih  Colonel  Campbell’s  regirwent  of  1st  Tennessee 
volunteers.  He  did  not  assume  command,  butjren- 
(lered  important  aid  by  his  gallant  bearing  and  de- 
meanor. Colonel  Campbell’s  regiment  participated 
in  the  attack  and  assault;  and  my  thanks  are  due  to 
him.  Also  to  Colonel  Haskell  and  Captain  Chea- 
tham, who  evinced  great  zeal  and  gallantry.  Colo- 
nel Haskell  was  the  first  to  leap  the  parapet.  Lieut. 
Judd’s  position  was  perilous,  and  he  exhibittd  rare 
judgment,  coolness,  and  intrepidity ; and  the  services 
ofhiraseli  and  his  subaltern.  Lieutenant  H.  Brown, 
were  of  inestimable  value.  The  steadiness  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  by  of- 
ficers and  men,  both  of  the  regulars  and  volunteer 
service,  merit  my  highest  approbation.  As  to  my 
own  regiment,  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize 
where  all  behaved  so  nobly.  Especial  thanks  are  . 
due  to  my  stall,  Lieut.  Lowry,  Lieut.  Neill,  and  Dr. 
Barnes,  who  were  active  and  zealous  in  the  discharge 
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of  their  respective  duties.  Neither  can  1 omit  to 
mention  the  effective  service  rendered  by  Brevet  Ma- 
jor B.  L.  Beall  and  Captain  W.  J.  Hardee,  of  my  re- 
giment. The  former,  though  confined  to  his  bed  by 
sickness,  joined  my  command  on  the  first  intimation 
of  an  engagement.  The  latter  mounted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pursuit,  and  Joined  me  as  one  of 
my  staff.  In  the  day’s  action  I lost  two  men  killed 
and  nine  wounded,  among  them  my  guide,  Thomas 
Young,  of  Texas,  who  discharged  his  duty  with  fide- 
lity and  bravery.  It  is  not  ascertained  precisely 
what  number  of  the  enemy  was  killed;  but  it  is  known 
that  not  less  than  fifty  fell  in  the  attack  and  subse- 
quent pursuit. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  S.  HARNEY, 
Colonel  21  Dragoon.s,  com’dg. 
Lieutenant  II.  L.  Scott,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Camp  Wash- 
ington, before  Vera  Cruz. 

General  Orders,  No.  94. 

Headquarters  of  the  Hrmy, 

Vera  Cruz,  April  6,  1847. 

Limited  means  of  transportation  being  in  readi- 
ness, portions  of  the  army  will  march  as  follows: 

The  second  division  of  regulars  on  the  8th  instant, 
the  division  of  volunteers  (two  brigades  only)  twen- 
ty four  hours  later. 

Major  General  Patterson  will  leave  one  of  his 
three  brigades  in  this  immediate  vicinity  for  further 
means  of  transportation,  and  also  the  Tennessee  dis- 
mounted cavalry  until  the  arrival  of  their  horses. — 
Both  of  these  corps,  for  the  time,  will  be  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  same  brigadier  general,  and 
the  latter,  when  his  division  marches,  will  report  to 
general  headquarters  for  instructions. 

The  respective  chiefs  of  the  general  staff  will  as- 
sign to  the  headquarters  of  each  marching  division  an 
engineer,  topographical  engineer  and  ordnance  ofii 
cer,  an  assistant  quartermaster,  an  assistant  coinmis 
sary,  and  a medical  officer. 

The  chief  quartermaster  will  assign  to  the  second 
division  forty-five  wagons,  and  to  the  division  of  vo- 
lunteers fifty- five,  for  the  entire  baggage  of  the  offi- 
cers of  every  gr  ide,  the  regiments  and  companies. — 
The  interior  distribution  of  wagons  will  be  made  at 
the  headquarters  of  each  division. 

Taylor’s  and  Talcolt’s  field  batteries  will  march 
with  the  second  division,  and  Steptoe’s  with  the  di- 
vision of  volunteers. 

Col.  Harney  will  detach  a squadron  of  2d  diagoons 
with  each  of  these  divisions. 

A special  requisition  for  transportation  will  be 
made  for  each  of  those  field  batteries  and  squadrons, 
and  one  wagon  will  be  assigned  to  the  medical  di 
rector  of  the  division  for  extra  medicines  and  hospi- 
tal stores. 

Every  man  will  take,  for  hi?  musket  or  rifle,  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  in  his  haversack,  hard 
bread  for  four  days,  and  bacon  or  [lork  (cooked)  for 
two  days.  Fresh  beef,  w ith  rations  of  salt,  will  be 
issued  on  the  march. 

The  utmost  care  will  always  be  taken  of  ammuni 
tion  and  food  issued  to  troops. 

The  chief  quartermaster  will  send  in  extra  wagons, 
grain  for  the  saddle,  artillery,  and  cavalry  horses  of 
each  division  for  four  days,  and  each  baggage  wagon 
will  take  grain  for  the  same  number  of  days  for  its 
own  team. 

He  will  also  turn  over  to  the  chief  of  ordnance  ten 
wagons,  and  to  the  chief  commissary  one  hundred 
wagons,  to  be  loaded  by  them,  respectively,  with 
cartridges  for  small  arms,  and  subslsience  stores. 

These  extra  wagons  will  be  divided  between  the 
two  divisions,  march  w ith  and  be  escorted  and  guard- 
ed like  other  wagons  attached  to  the  divisions. 

The  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments 
will  take  prompt  measures  for  the  purchase  and  is- 
sue on  the  march  of  such  Idrage  and  subsistence  as 
it  may  be  practicable  to  obtain,  as  also  for  trains  and 
escorts  that  may  be  sent  back  to  this  depot. 

Each  general  of  division  will  receive  a route  of 
march  and  instruction  from  general  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCO  I’T,  A.  A.  A.  General. 

Headquarters  of  the  army, 

Vera  Cruz,  Jiprii  11,  1847. 

General  orders.  No.  105. — I.  Ttie  country  fifty 
miles  around  Tampico  will  constitute  a separate  mi- 
litary department,  to  be  called  the  Department  of 
Tampico,  and  the  country  the  same  disiaiice  around 
this  city  will  constitute  another  separate  military 
department,  to  be  known  as  the  Department  of  Vera 
Crux. 

2.  The  senior  officer  in  each,  in  the  absence  of  the 
general  in  chief,  will  make  his  ordinary  reporis  and 
returns  to  the  adjutant  general  at  Wa-iiington,  and 
those  of  a special  character  to  general  headquarters 
in  the  field. 


,S.  The  siege-train  and  troops  in  this  vicinity  will 
be  held  in  readiness  to  march,  in  the  direction  of 
Jalapa,  as  fast  as  the  means  of  transportation  can  b« 
furnished;  each  man  with  four  days’  hard  bread  and 
two  of  bacon  or  pork  (cooked)  in  his  haversack,  and 
each  corps  or  detachment  with  a train  containing 
extra  subsistance  for  at  least  ten  days,  made  up  as 
in  the  case  of  the  advanced  division. 

4.  The  march  will  be  in  the  following  order; — 1. 
The  troop  of  the  1st  dragoons  with  the  general  in 
chief;  2.  A section  of  the  siege  train,  escorted  by 
Capt.  Winder  and  his  company,  with  a detachment 
of  recruits,  early  tomorrow  morning;  3.  The  first 
division  of  regulars;  and  4.  Brigadier  General  Quit- 
man’s volunteers,  with  aaother  section  of  the  siege 
train. 

5.  If  the  fifth  infantry  be  not  back  in  lime,  Brevet 
Major  Gen.  Worth  will  leave  orders  for  it  to  follow 
w’ithout  delay,  and  if  the  horses  of  the  Tennessee 
cavalry  shall  not  have  arrived  when  Brig.  Gen.  Quit- 
man  marches,  that  regiment  will  follow  as  soon  as 
remounted. 

6.  Every  corps  or  detachment  that  follows  the 
movement,  from  this  depot,  will  take  charge  of  any 
load  train,  for  the  army,  which  the  ordnance,  quar- 
termaster’s commissariat,  or  medical  departments 
may  have  in  readiness. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Scott. 

H.  A.  SCOTT,  A,  A.  A.  G. 

Report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  army,  dur 

ing  the  investment  and  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  commenc 

ing  the  dlh  and  ending  the  28th  of  March,  1847. 

KILLED. 

First  brigade  of  Regulars. — Capt.  J.  R.  Vinton,  3d 
artillery;  in  the  trenches,  March  22,  1847.  Privates 
John  Hafner,  company  B;  of  wound  received  in  the 
trenches,  March  24,  1847.  Nicholas  Burns,  compa- 
ny B,  2d  artillery;  by  the  explosion  of  a shell  in  the 

trenches,  March  24,  1847.  Marines — Private 

, 2d  artillery,  March  21st,  1347;  every  effort 

made  to  obtain  the  name  of  the  marine. 

Second  brigade  of  Regulars. — Capt.  Wm.  Alburtis, 
2d  infantry;  in  march  while  the  troops  were  taking 
the  line  of  investment,  March  11,  1847.  Private; 
Timothy  Cunningham,  mounted  riflemen;  by  a can- 
non ball,  March  11, 1847.  Sergeant  Win.  R.  Blake, 
4th  artillery,  company  F;  by  a musket  ball,  March 
15,  1847. 

Col.  Harney's  Command. — Corporal  James  H.  Ni- 
cholson, 2d  dragoons,  company  F;  in  action  at  Puen- 
te de  Moreno,  March  25,  1847.  Private  Henry  Hop- 
kins, 3d  artillery,  company  H;  in  action,  at  Puente 
de  Moreno,  March  25,  1847. 

General  Patterson's  Volunteers. — Privates:  John  Mil- 
ler, Isl  Pennsylvania,  company  G;  in  the  affair  on 
the  Madeliln  road,  by  lancers,  March  17,  1847  Golh- 
lib  Reip,  1st  Pennsylvania,  company  G;  at  the  navy 
battery,  March  25,  1847. 

WOUNDED. 

Col.  Harney's  Command — Second  Lieut.  Lewis 
Neill,  adjutant  2d  dragoons;  severely;  beyond  the 
village  of  Madellin,  .March  25,  1847.  Privates:  Jo- 
seph Marshall,  2d  dragoons,  company  B;  severely ; at 
Puente  de  Merino,  March  25th,  1847.  Edwin  A. 
Jones,  3d  artillery,  company  H,  severely;  at  Puente 
di  Monno,  March  25ih,  1847.  W.  T.  Gille«pie,  2 l 
dragoons,  company  B,  Lewis  Geisel,  2d  dragoons, 
company  C,  John  Smith,  2d  dragoons,  company  K; 
and  Thomas  Young,  guide,  a citizen  of  Texas, 
all  slightly  wounded  at  Puente  de  Morino,  .March 
25ih,  1847. 

First  Brigade  of  Regulars. — Privates:  Wheeler  B. 
Hunt,  2d  artillery,  company  B,  slightlj;  in  tl,e  righl 
shoulder  in  the  trenches,  March  24,  1847;  Emile  Voi- 
turat,  2d  artillery,  company  B,  slightly;  in  the  bead, 
in  the  trenches,  Marcli  24th,  1847.  Adolph  Meihle, 
2d  artillery,  company  D;  his  left  arm  shot  ofif  while 
serving  in  the  trenches,  March  22, 1847.  John  Gol 
den,  2d  artillery,  company  D,  slightly;  in  the  left 
cheek,  while  serving  in  the  trenches,  March  22, 1847 
VVm.  Henderson,  2d  artillery,  company  D,  sliglitlj; 
in  the  hip  while  serving  in  the  trenches,  March  22, 
1847.  Ernest  Krimpe,  2d  artillery,  com|iany  F; 
slighllj;  in  the  hip,  while  on  an  advanced  piquet 
guard,  March  20,  1847.  Owen  Boate,  2d  artillery, 
company  F;  slightly  wounded  in  the  face  by  the 
bursting  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  shells,  w hile  serving 
the  mortars  in  battery  No.  3,  March  24,  1847.  VVm. 
Carthage,  2d  artillery,  company  F,  slightly  wounded 
ill  the  lace  by  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  enemy’s 
■shells,  while  serving  the  moilars  in  baltery  No.  3, 
March  24,  1847.  Joseph  S.  Hayden,  2d  artillery, 
company  F,  sligliUy  wounded  in  the  face  by  Uie 
bursting  of  one  of  the  enemj ’s  shells,  while  serving 
the  mortars  in  battery  No.  3,  March  24lh,  1847. — 
Archibald  McFadgen,  2d  artillery,  company  F, 
slightly  wouaded  in  the  face  by  the  bursting  ol  one 
ol  the  enemy ’3  shells,  while  serving  the  mortars  in 


battery  No.  3,  March  24,  1847.  Martin  Dignum,2‘^ 
artillery,  company  G,  slightly  wounded  in  the  lef 
side,  while  serving  in  the  batteries,  March  22,  1847  ’ 
Sergeant  James  Foster,  3d  artillery,  company  D 
slightly  wounded  in  the  thigh,  by  the  bursting  of  a 
shell,  while  serving  in  the  trenches  near  battery  No. 

I,  March  23,1847.  Privates:  S.  D.  Shurtzenback, 
8th  infantry,  company  A,  slightly;  in  the  trench  near 
battery  No.  2,  by  a cannon  bail  passing  between  his 
thighs,  producing  a slight  contusion  on  each,  March 
23,  1847.  Edward  Flemming,  8th  infantry,  com- 
pany I,  slightly,  near  battery  No.  1,  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a shell,  in  the  shoulder  and  arm,  March  22d, 
1847. 

Second  Brigade  of  Regulars. — Sergeants:  W.  B. 
Lane,  mounted  riflemen,  company  D;  by  a musket 
ball  in  the  right  side,  in  a skirmish  at  Puente  del 
•Midois,  March  24,  1847.  Edmund  Harris,  mounted 
riflemen,  company  C,  by  a musket  ball  in  the  right 
side,  in  a skirmish  at  Puente  del  Midois,  March  24, 
1847.  Privates:  John  Teluna,  mounted  riflemen, 
company  E,  by  an  escopette  ball  in  the  left  groin,  in 
a skirmish  at  Puente  del  Midois,  March  24,  1847. — 
Frederick  Warsea,  mounted  riflemen,  company  C; 
losx  three  fingers  of  his  left  hand  by  a sabre  cut,  in  a 

skirmish  at  Puente  de  Midois,  March  24,  1847. 

Henry  Neal,  mounted  riflemen,  company  H;  near  the 
magazine,  by  a spent  musket  ball,  on  the  crown  of 
the  head,  March  11,  1847.  Thomas  Waller,  mount- 
ed riflemen,  company  B;  shot  through  the  thigh,  thigh 

bone  fraciured  at  Los  Positos,  March  11th,  1847. 

Musician  John  Rema  1st  artillery,  company  B;  on 
the  sand  bills,  lost  left  arm  by  cannon  shot,  March 

II,  1847.  Private  James  Stephen,  4lh  artillery, 
company  F;  in  the  thigh,  badly,  March  14  1847. — 

Corporal Spencer,  2d  infantry;  March  11,  1847. 

First  Lieutenant  D.  Davidson.  2d  infantry,  slightly; 
while  taking  up  the  line  of  investment,  March  11th. 
1847. 

General  Patlerson's  Volunteers. — Lieut.  Colonel  J. 
O.  Dickinson,  S.  C.  regimenl;  badly,  in  the  affair  on 
the  sand  hills,  southwest  of  the  city,  March  11, 1847. 

Privates:  Ballard,  S.  C.  regiment;  same  time 

and  place.  M.  Fox,  21  Tennessee  volunteers,  com- 
pany D,  slightly;  in  action  at  the  Puente  de  Marino, 

March  25,  1847,  under  Col.  Harney, Coker,  S. 

C.  regiment,  slightly;  in  the  affair  on  the  sand  hills, 
southwest  of  the  city,  March  11,  1847.  Phil- 

lips, S.  C.  regiment,  slightly;  in  the  affair  on  the  sand 

hills,  southwest  of  the  city,  March  11,  1847. 

Hickey,  S.  C.  regiment,  slightly;  in  the  affair  on  the 

sand  lulls,  southwest  of  the  city,  Maicii  11,  1847. 

Quartermaster  Sergeant  B.  F.  McDonald,  Ge.  rgia 
regiment,  severely;  in  the  afi'air  on  the  sand  hills, 
March  11,  1847.  Sergeant  Joseph  King,  Georgia 
regimenl,  severely;  in  the  affair  on  ttie  sand  hills, 
southwe.sl  of  the  city,  March  11,  1847  Privates: 
Thomas  1.  Scott,  Georgia  regiment,  slightly;  in  the 
affair  on  ihe  sand  hills,  southwest  of  the  city,  March 
11,  1847.  John  G.  Ewbank,  Georgia  regiment, 
slightly;  in  the  affair  on  the  sand  hill-,  southwest  of 
the  city,  March  11,1847.  Henry  Lanbeck,  Georgia 
regiment,  severely;  in  the  affair  on  the  sand  hilfs, 
southwest  of  the  city,  March  11th,  1847.  Sergeant 
John  Henson,  1st  Pennsylvania  regiineiit,  company 
E;  sligiilly;  on  Ihej night  of  the  9th  of  Maich,  on  the 
beach.  Privates  Ovid  C Burdin,  1st  Peniisy Ivania 
regiiiierit,  comp  ny  1,  slightly;  on  the  s..mf  hills, 
soultiwesi  ol  the  cay,  March  11,  1847.  VVm.  Van- 
denbeck,  1st  Penii.-.ylvariia  fegi  ent,  company  1, 
slightly;  on  the  sand  hills,  southwest  of  the  city, 
iVLuch  H,  1847.  Andrew  Krumer,  1st  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  company  I,  slightly;  on  tl,e  sand  hills, 
southwest  of  ihe  city,  March  i],  1847.  Theodore 
Tliiess,  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment,  company  F, 
slightly;  on  the  sand  hills,  southwest  of  the  cilv’ 
Marcli  IJ,  1847.  Janies  Stevens,  1st  Penn-ylvauia 
regimeiil,  company  1,  slighlly;oii  tlie  sand  liillssouih- 

\yest  of  the  cay,  March  lltn,  1847.  Fay,  2d 

Peiirisylvanid  legimeiil,  company  H,  slightly  ; on ’the 

sai.d  lulls,  south  west  ol  the  city,  Marcli  ij,  1847. 

VVm.  R.  Ales,  2 i Pennsy  lvania  regimenl,  company 
A;  in  action  at  the  Puente  de  Marino,  iViarch  25lh, 
1847,  under  Col.  Harney,  Daniel  Vann,  2d  Pennsyl- 
vania regiment,  company  C;  in  action  at  ihe  Puente 
de  Marino,  March  25th,  1847,  under  Coi.  Harney.— 
Green  Woodly,  2d  Pennsylvania  regiment,  company 
G;  in  action  at  the  Punte  de  Marino,  March  25lh, 
1847,  under  Col.  Harney.  Hugh  Gavin,  1st  Penn- 
sylvania regiment;  in  action  at  Uie  Puente  de  Alari- 
iio,  March  25, 1847,  under  Col.  Harney.  John  Hub- 
bard, 1st  Pennsylvania  regiment,  company  A;  sliglil- 
ly;  during  bomhardmeiit.  teergeanl  K.  Williamson, 
isl  Pennsylvania  regiment,  company  G,  slightly;  at 
Uie  sand  lulls,  southwest  ol  the  city,  5Jai cli  J 1,  Io47. 
Private  David  Harkins,  1st  Pennsylvania  regnuLiii 
company  A,  on  piqael.  ’ 

\VJi\ FIELD  .-,COi  T. 

H.  L.  Scott,  acting  adjuiaul  general.  neaUquanerB 
ol  the  army,  Vera  Cruz,  April  O',  1848. 
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OuK  MONEY  MARKETS,  The  Bo^'ton,  New  Ycjric,  Phi- 
ladelphid,  and  other  money  markets,  are  easy,  thousli 
business  Is  quite  active.  A laiger  proportion  than  usiial 
of  the  spring  business  is  doing  for  cash- 

The  JVew  York  hunks  had  in  vault  as  officially  report- 
ed up  to  the  1st  inst.  over  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in 
specie,  two  millions  more  than  at  their  last  quarterly  re- 
ports. 

TVie  PhiladeJphiu  banks  are  declaring  very  heavy  di 
videuds  for  the  last  six  months’ transactions— several  of 
thorn  four  [rerceiit,  and  done  more  than  ihat. 

Specie  The  Sarah  Samis  steamer  brought  over  last 
trip  S9S.5,530  iti  gold  and  silver.  The  packet  ships 
Henrv  Clay  and  Switzerland,  each  brought  $241, .500 — 
the  Virginia  $27,500 — and  ot  cr  packets  more  or  less, 

Exrhnnges-,  New  York  on  London  whicli  had  gone 
down  to  10-lt,  ha.-r  gone  up  to  107,  'i  his  will  check  the 
shiimient  of  specie. 

Freights  have  gone  down  rapidly.  Flour  from  New 
York  to  Liverpool  is  now  2s.  hs.aSs.  per  bbl.  Grain  9d. 
Cotton  3 10  per  lb. 

Fi.our  and  GRAi.N.  Prices  have  fluctuated  less  in  our 
ports  than  those  in  Europe  for  a month  past.  The  fall 
of  Ireigi  t mote  than  compensates  for  the  deprission  of 
pricLS  that  took  place  in  bread.slufls  abroad. 

Flour  advanced  to  $7.75  a S8  on  receipt  of  the  last 
news. 

The  New  York  canai.s  commenced  operating  on  the 
2d  May.  An  immense  quantity  of  goods  and  of  produce 
was  waiting  for  the  movement  of  the  waters. 

PIemp. — The  Maysville  (Ky.)  Eagle  says  that  the 
amount  of  hemp  purchased  in  that  market  duriirg  the 
present  year,  will  exceed  5,500  tons. 

A WIRE  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE,  to  Span  the  Ohio  river  at 
Wheeling,  is  to  he  cniisir  ictpd . The  Wheeling  Tj'mej 
states,  that  sufficient  slock  has  hern  taken  to  authorize 
orga  iiizing  the  company,  and  managers  are  to  be  chosen 
on  the  13th  inst. 

A CHAIN  SUSPE.NSION  BRIDGE,  to  Span  the  Niagara  ri- 
ver. neiir  the  great  falls  is  in  contemplation.  Proposals 
have  been  made  to  complete  one  by  the  fall  of  IS48,  ca- 
pable of  sustaining  500  tons,  for  the  sum  of  $200,000, 
(and  requisite  buildings  &c.,  for  $25,000  in  addition,)  700 
feet  long  and  200  feet  above  the  river.  It  would  afford 
a coiltiimous  route  as  surveyed  from  Michigan,  by  the 
Great  WTslern  railway  in  Canada  West,  with  the  Buffa- 
lo and  Albany  railway,  and  reduce  the  lime  from  about 
40  hours  to  some  8 or  teu  hours 

A TUNNEL  to  pass  under  the  St.  Lawrence  river  at  its 
narrowest  part  near  St.  Helen’s  island,  opposite  Mon- 
treal, is  proposed.  The  river  there  is  about  one  third  of 
a mile  from  shore  to  shore,  and  the  watir43  feet  deep. 
The  tunnel  is  designed  to  connect  the  railroad  that  is 
to  run  to  the  Atlantic. 

The  Towni.ey  e-tate. — .A  decision  it  is  said,  has 
been  made  in  the  British  chancery  court,  by  whicli  over 
thirty  ot  the  eigliiv  millions  ot  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the 
receivers  in  chancery,  belonging  to  the  Towniey  estate, 
have  been  awardeil  to  the  heirs  of  John  Lawrence,  who 
emigrated  to  the  then  American  colonies,  160  years  ago. 
He  was  one  "f  three  brothers  " ho  left  England  for  Hol- 
land during  the  political  troubles,  from  thence  came  over 
to  Bosio  ' and  soon  after  purchased  a large  tract  oflarul 
on  Long  Island,  including  Flushing,  to  which  he  remov- 
ed. He  had  numerous  descendants,  some  of  whom  are 
no  doubt  pleased  at  the  decision. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

ARMY  OF  INVASION. 
great  battle  and  victory  of  CERRO  GORDO. 

New  Orleans  papers  of  the  29th  and  30th  ult. 
furnish  ws  with  brief  accounts  of  a bloody  battle 
fought  at  CeiTO  Gordo,  on  the  18th  April,  in  which 
the  American  army  under  Gen.  Scott  w'as  signally 
victorious,  though  not  without  severe  loss  on  our  side. 

Gen.  Shields  was  mortally  wmunded;  Gen,  Pillow 
s’ightly  wounded.  Major  Sumner  was  shot  in  the 
head  bv  a musket  ball,  but  will  recover.  Capt.  Ma- 
son of  the  rifles  lost  a leg.  Lieut.  Ewell  badly  wound- 
ed. Lieut.  McLane  wounded,  but  not  severely. — 
Pierson  of  the  4th,  wounded,  also  Lieuls.  Gibbs, 
Maury,  Kervis;  Lieut.  Davis  badly;  Capt.  Patton  slight- 

The  conflict  commenced  by  the  advance  under  Gen. 
Twiggs,  and  a severe  but  not  decisive  battle  ensued. 

Shields,  with  the  AVabash  and  Illinois  regiment, 
went  to  the  aid  of  Twiggs— the  victory  was  complete. 

Cols.  Baker,  Childs,  Harney,  Riley,  Foreman,  Has- 
kell, all  behaved  bepnd  all  praise. 

On  the  17th  the  Mexicans  took  possession  of  a liill 
in  front  of  all  their  works,  from  which  to  dislodge  them 
Gen.  Twiggs  ordered  the  rifles,  under  major  Sumner, 
with  some  detachments  of  artillery  and  infantry,  in- 
cluding Capt.  'Williams’  company  of  Kentucky  and 
Capt.  Nailer’s  company  of  Pennsylvania  volunteei-s,to 
tlie  charge.  It  was  done  in  style,  but  the  loss  was  se- 
vere. The  Mexican  defence  was  obstinate.  The  ri- 
fle regiment  suffered  terribly.  In  Col.  Haskell’s  com- 
mand, Lieut.  F.  B.  Nelson,  and  Lieut.  C.  G.  Gill, 


both  from  Memphis,  were  killed;  Lieut.  Col.  Cum- 
mings, major  Farquharson,  Adj’t  Haile,  Liput.  Year- 
wood,  Forest,  Murray,  and  Sutherland  were  wounded. 
The  regiment  went  into  action  with  less  than  400 
men,  and  lost  79  killed  and  wounded. 

This  engagement  had  not  been  contemplated.  Eve- 
ry arrangement  had  been  made  by  Gen.  Scott  to  com- 
mence the  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  and  or- 
ders issued  accordingly.  The  Mexicans  were  posted 
in  a Gibraltar  from  which  it  was  necessary  to  dis- 
lodge them. 

The  attack  was  made — the  victory  is  complete. 

La  Vega  on  the  17th  commanded  the  Cerro  Gordo. 
Ascertaining  that  night  from  a deserter,  that  the  main 
attack,  was  to  be  made  on  the  right  of  their  line,  he 
changed  places  with  Gen.  Vasquez,  in  order  to  meet 

the  assault,  which  was  made  there  by  Gen.  Pillow 

La  Vega  defended  the  post  until  the  Mexican  lines 
were  completely  turned. 

The  Mexican  loss  upon  the  heights  was  awful! — 
the  ground  in  places  covered  with  the  dead.  A- 
mongst  the  bodies  were  found  those  of  General 
V asquez,  and  near  him  Col,  Palacio,  mortally  wound- 
ed. Their  loss  in  the  retreat  was  tei'ribly  severe 

Mr.  Kendall,  who  writes  the  account,  says  he  thinks 
five  hundred  will  cover  our  entire  loss.  Col.  Baker 
who  charged  on  the  last  fort  taken,  had  forty  five  men 
killed  or  wounded  out  of  but  a portion  of  his  regi- 
ment. Lieut.  Cowardin  killed,  Lieut  Murphy  mor- 
tally wounded,  Lieut.  Johnson  wounded  three  times, 
thigh  amputated,  Lieuts.  Scott,  Freman,  and  Maltby, 
wounded. 

Santa  Anna  lost  ali  his  valuable  personal  effects  in- 
cluding plate,  money,  and  even  his  wooden  leg.  He 
narrowly  escaped  by  mouining  a saddle  mule  and  tak- 
ing to  the  chaparral.  The  dinner  prepared  for  him 
was  left  in  haste.  His  coach  is  taken  and  appropria- 
ted to  the  use  of  major  Sumner. 

Gen.  Vega  behaved  nobly,  but  is  again  taken  pris- 
oner. His  brother,  a colonel  is  mortally  wounded. 

There  were  Mexican  generals  and  colonels  enough 
taken  to  command  an  abstract  army. 

Gen.  La  Vega  and  Janero,  with  fourteen  other 
Mexican  officers  who  refused  parole,  reached  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  21st  undercharge  of  Capt.  G.  W.  Hughes 
(Top.  Engineers).  They  will  be  sent  to  tlieU.  States. 
The  most  of  the  prisoners  will  be  paroled. 

A postscript  gives  a gleam  of  hope  that  General 
Shields  may  possible  survive.  He  was  wounded  lead- 
ing his  brigade  to  storm  one  of  the  enemy’s  furthest 
works.  Gen.  Pillow  and  all  of  Col.  PlasKel’s  field  of- 
ficers but  himself,  were  wounded  in  storming  the  for- 
tification under  La  Vega.  • 

The  rifles,  Haskel’s  Tennessee  volunteeis,  the  1st 
artillery,  the  7th  infantry,  and  Capt  'Williams’  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  suffered  most. 

At  one  o’clock  Gen.  Tv.'iggs’  division,  who  had  been 
in  the  hardest  of  the  fight,  was  pursuing  the  flying  en- 
emy towards  Jalapa.  Gen.  Worth  allowed  Pierson, 
who  commanded  the  forts  near  Plan  del  Rio,  fifteen 
minutes  to  consider.  He  surrendered  unconditionally. 
Gui.  AVorth’s  division  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Mexico  on  the  morning  of  the  19l!i, — Gen.  Scott  was 
to  follow  at  noon. 

“army  of  occupation.” 

Our  latest  dates  from  Mntamoius  are  to  the  18th,  and 
M'interey  to  the  12di  April. 

Gei.eral  Taylor  was  still  encamped  at  the  AValnut 
Springs,  near  Monterey.  'I’he  returning  volunteers,  it 
is  evident,  leave  him  without  an  adeqiiaio  force  where- 
with to  advance  upon  San  Luis,  even  il  his  iminilions, 
supplies,  and  transportations  were  adequate  for  peiie 
iraiing  to  such  a distance.  He  is  wailing  for  reinforce- 
ments. 

The  2d  regiment  of  Mississippi  volunteers  have  reach- 
ed Monterey,  all  armed  as  riflemen. 

It  was  rumored  at  Matamoros  ilial  the  Massachuset  s 
regiment  would  be  relieved  by  the  2d  Ohio,  and  proceed 
on  to  Monterey. 

Tlie  New  Orleans  Delta,  states  that  the  following  are 
the  positions  and  movements  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  column, 
according  to  the  last  advices: 

Gen.  Taylor  is  quartered  at  Walnut  Springs,  near 
Moiilerey.  General  Wool  in  command  at  Saltillo  and 
Buena  Vi.sla.  1st  M issis.'i[)pi,  1st  Ohio,  1st  Indiana, 
Bragg’s  battery,  and  the  squadron  of  dragoons,  the  lat 
ler  ii‘  w coinmaiided  by  Col.  Faunileroy,  at  Monterey. 

2d  and  3d  Ohio,  1st  and  2d  Illinois,  2d  and  3d  Indiana. 

2d  Kenliieky,  Arkansas  cavalry,  Wnshington’a  battery, 
Sherman’s  battery,  at  Buena  Vista.  Prentiss’  battery, 
at  Saltillo.  Kentucky  cavalry  stationed  on  the  line  be- 
lv\cen  Camargoand  Monterey.  1st  Kentucky,  one  half 
at  mouth  ol  Rio  Grande,  and  the  balance  on  their  return 
march.  Virginia  and  2d  Mississippi  on  their  march  from 
Camargo  to  Monterey.  North  Carolina  at  Camargo. — 
Massachuactla  at  Matamoioo. 


Our  wounded  men  are  doing  well.  In  one  hospital, 
of  which  Dr.  Herrick  had  charge,  out  of  eighty  wound- 
ed men  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  not  more  than  three  or 
four  died — the  remainder  were  fast  convalescing. 

Father  Ray,  the  U.  States  Roman  Catholic  chaplain, 
has  actually  been  murdered  by  a party  of  Mexican  lan- 
cers on  the  road  between  Camargo  and  Monterey. 

“ A R MY  OF  THE  NORTH.” 

Government  has  at  last  received  Col.  Doniphan’s  of- 
ficial report  of  his  operations  in  New  Mexico,  including 
an  account  of  the  battle  of  Sacramento,  and  his  suK 
sequent  occupation  of  Chihuahua.  It  was  evidently  a 
gallant  and  well  conducted  affair. 

[Anxious  to  insert  the  colonel’s  account  at  large  in 
this  number,  we  made  the  effort,  but  find  we  would  lose 
the  mail  by  the  delay  required.  Il  is  too  good  an  article 
to  attempt  to  abbreviate.  Our  officers  write  as  well  as 
hght.] 

A live  Nantucket_  Yankee. — A leneal  descendant 
from  old  Admiral  Coffin,  it  is  said,  accompanies  Abd- 
el Kader,  the  invincible  Arab  chief  who  has  for  so  many 
years  baffled  the  Fiench  generals  in  Africa,  in  all  his 
exueditions.  He  spor's  the  Moorisii  dress,  ridrs  a mag- 
nificent barb,  lays  by  the  dollars,  professes  ATahomed- 
anism,  but  sings  ‘ Old  Hundred’’  with  a genuine  nasal 
twang  whenever  he  is  going  into  battle. 

Virginia  elections.  The  result  not  yet  distinctly  as- 
certained. The  administration  party  have  elected  eight 
representatives  to  congress  besides  Air.  Dromgoole,  de- 
ceased, and  the  whigs  have  elected  five.  Whether 
Fulton  (whig)  is  elected  in  the  Lit'le  Tennessee  district, 
by  a majority  of  11  voles,  as  they  claim,  or  AIcMullen 
(adm.)  by  a majority  of  5 votes,  as  the  ‘Union’  claims, 
is  yet  in  doubt. 

The  latest  news  by  this  morning’s  mail,  from  Abing- 
lon.  Va.,  where  the  sheriffs  were  asseoibling  to  make 
their  returns,  was,  that  Fulton  and  McAIullen  were 
lied. 

The  whigs  will  have  a majority  of  10  in  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and  the  administration  a ma- 
jority of  10  in  the  senate,  making  a lie  vote  on  joint 
ballot,  if  the  accounts  received  turn  out  to  be  correct. 


FOREIGN. 

The  steamer  ‘‘Caledonia’’  reached  Boston  on  the  6th, 
biinging  Liverpool  dates  to  the  19lli  April. 

Tlie  packet  ship  Rochester,  on  her  way  from  Liver- 
pool for  New  York,  was  lust  upon  the  coast  of  Ireland 
ISth  April — passengers  all  saved. 

'file  Jamestown.  U-  S,  ship  of  war,  laden  with  bread- 
stuff, fur  the  suffering,  reached  Cork  on  the  12th  April. 

'file  sufferings  in  Ireland  it  was  hoped  had  been  at 
the  worst  and  would  now  be  partially  relieved. 

The  political  intelligence  by  tliis  arrival  is  unimpor- 
tant. Parliament  winding  up  business  preparatory  to 
the  dissolution,  which  is  to  lake  place  in  June  or  July, 
by  their  term  expiring.  It  is  said  that  the  history  of  En- 
gland for  a century  and  a half  has  not  presented  a time 
when  less  parly  feeling  prevailed. 

The  Prussian  diet  was  opened  by  tlie  king  on  the  lltlL 
His  epeecli  was  long,  and  is  characterized  as  an  extra- 
ordinary one.  Roiige  is  imprisoned  for  preaching  with- 
out permission  of  the  proper  authorities. 

Certain  dearth,  and  its  concomitants,  discontent  and 
disorder,  are  hourly  increasing  in  France.  The  con- 
templated extension  of  the  present  system  of  free  trade 
to  the  31st  July,  1848,  is  uncertain. 

Tlie  queen  of  Portugal  solicits  aid  from  the  British 
government  against  the  revolutionary  party,  which  her 
forces  have  been  unable  to  suppress.  Fears  are  enter- 
tained for  her  personal  safety. 

The  steamer  Great  Western’  has  been  purchased  by 
the  West  India  royal  mail  steam  packet  company,  for 
£25,000. 

Jenny  Lind  had  arrived  in  London. 

London  corn  market. — April  19 — Throughout  the 
last  fortnight  a heavy  business  has  been  transacted  both 
in  wheat,  flour,  and  Indian  corn,  and  the  depression 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  latter  end  of  Alarch  has 
given  \,ay  to  buoyancy  and  activity. 

On  the  19ili  April,  the  market  was  the  scene  of  much 
agitation,  and  nearly  all  that  was  eagerly  bought  up  on 
French  and  Belgian  accounts,  at  a rise  of  prices  equal 
to  six  shillings  per  quarter  over  drat  day  week.  In  other 
circumstances  such  an  advatice  might  have  made  a fa- 
vorable inipressi  ai  on  the  stock  exchange,  but  still  the 
reverse  is  the  ca.se. 

Atneric.in  flour  good  brands  saleable  at  37a33s.  In- 
dian meal  advanced  Is  per  quarter  on  the  14th — and  re- 
niain.s  steady  at  that  advatice. 

Colton  market.  Intelligence  which  reached  Li>erpool 
by  tlie  last  steamer  from  Boston,  of  the  falling  off  in 
quantity  at  our  ports  created  quite  a sensation,  and  prices 
advanced  on  an  average  jd.  per  lb.  Sales  ul  the  week 
ending  16th  .April,  06,130  bales,  of  which  specidalors 
had  taken  25,000  American.  Sales  on  the  19ih,  includ- 
ed 3,000  Anierican  at  6|  to  7gd.  Before  the  Caledonia 
left,  however,  prices  receded  fully  jd. — demand  subsid- 
ing. 

Money  marhcl. — T.,ondori,  April  19.  Consols  87  cash, 
STj  on  lime.  Stocks  scarce,  Reduced  three’s  86|;  Si’s 
STi;  consol  scrip  2^  per  cent,  discount. 

'I'he  bullion  disappearing  so  rapidly  from  the  vaults  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  creates  some  uneasiness- 

Manufaciuring  districts.  Tjade  ratliti  improving. 
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THE  president’s  TOUR. 

President  Polk  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy  J.  Y. 
Mason  have  accepted  invitations  to  be  present  at  the 
ensiling  commencement  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  They  design  to  leave  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton for  that  purpose  on  Friday  the  28th  of  May,  and 
expect  to  reach  Gaston  near  the  state  line  the  same 
evening,  or  early  the  next  morning,  at  which  place  a 
deputation  appointed  by  a meeting  held  at  Henderson, 
of  the  citizens  of  Greenville,  Franklin,  and  Warren, 
without  dhlinr.fi/iti  of  partif^  will  receive  anti  weleome 
the  president  to  his  native  state,  tender  its  hospitali- 
ties, and  fescort  the  party  from  thence  to  Raleigh,  their 
seat  of  0^rtvornmc.nt,  wiiicli  a train  of  cars  in  waiting 
will  enable  Qiem  to  reach  the  following  evening  (Sat- 
urday,) where,  the  president  designs  to  remain  until 
Monday  the  31st. 

The  president  must  require  some  relaxation  from 
the  arduous  duties  that  have  so  unremittingly  occu- 
pied his  time  and  attention.  North  Carolina  will  bo 
at  home,  to  welcome  her  distinguished  son.  The  oc- 
casion of  the  meeting, — a tribute  at  the  shrine  of  learn- 
ing and  science — all  will  be  felicitous. 

DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Turkish  Reform. — -A  curious  sign  of  the  times  is  no- 
ticed at  the  last  drawing-room,  in  Paris,  in  the  fact 
that  the  Turkish  ambassador  was  accompanied  by  his 
lady.  The  Princess  Callimaki  was  attired  in  Parisian 
costume,  the  prince  in  the  dress  of  his  country. 

U.  S.  Minister  to  Brazil Tt  is  stated  that  Colonel 

Tod  will  sail  in  the  U.  S.  ship  Brandywine,  from 
Norfolk,  on  the  1st  of  June.  Thos.  J.  Morgan,  esq., 
the  law  cleric  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury, is  to  be  secretaiy  of  the  legation. 

Relations  with  Japan.  At  a meeting  of  the  roy- 
al geographical  society  of  Paris,  M.  Jomard,  its  presi- 
dont,  made  & cuiiimunlcatlon  on  ilio  staiv  vf 

Japan,  chiefly  derived,  says  that  learned  geographer, 
from  a report  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
by  an  American  travellcr,Mr.  A.  H.  Palmer.  The 
work  alluded  to  is  a “memoir  containing  brief  notices 
respecting  the  present  state  of  productions,  trade, 
commerce,  &c.  of  the  Comoro  Islands,  Abyssinia,  Per- 
sia, Burmah,  Cochin,  China,  the  Indian  Archipelago, 
and  recommending  that  a special  mission,  be  sent  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  make  treaties 
and  extend  our  commercial  relations  with  those  coun- 
tries. By  Aaron  H.  Palmer.” 

The  Case  of  Sibald  vers,  the  U.  States,  for  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  sustained  to  certain  mills 
&c.,  in  the  Florida  war,  and  for  which  government 
had  already  awarded  and  paid  to  Mr.  S.  ^27,000,  he 
resumed  his  claim  for  further  damages  amounting  al- 
together to  about  5^2,700,000,  and  employed  a num- 
ber of  counsel,  amongst  others,  Webster,  Dallas,  Ber- 
rian.  Gilpin,  and  T.  L.  Smith.  The  case  has  been 
referred  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  adjust- 
ment. Ja.mes  W.  McCulloch,  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  lent  the  energies  of  a superior  mind  to  the 
investigation  and  made  out  it  is  said  a clear  and  con- 
clusive report  on  the  whole  subject,  concluding  with 
a decision  that  ^1.5,000  would  be  full  and  sufficient 
damages  in  the  case.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
approved  of  the  report,  and  so  decided  the  case. 

“Right  of  Wat.”  I’he  Washington  Union  denies 
having  ever  claimed  the  right  of  the  United  States 
(government)  to  expend  money  in  making  the  ship 
canal  at  the  isthmus. — “All  we  recommended”  says 
the  Union  “was  to  secure  the  right  of  way,  whether 
for  a canal  at  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  (if  that 
route  be  practicable  for  that  purpose,)  or  for  a rail- 
road. We  have  merclystated,  that  any  improvement 
of  that  description  should  be  carried  out  by  private 
capital.  Our  impression  is  that  congress  have  no 
power  under  the  constitution  to  dig  such  a canal,  or 
make  such  a railroad.” 

Vol.  X.\ll.  SiG  11. 


The  Scourge,  we  ascertain,  teas  the  steamer  Ban- 
gor, built  some  years  since  at  Wilmington,  Del.  in- 
tended as  a regular  boat  between  Boston  and  Bangor, 
Maine.  Some  misfortune  happened  to  her  on  her 
first  or  second  trip, — and  we  heard  no  more  of  the 
Bangor,  until  the  United  States  being  sadly  in  want 
of  boats  'of  her  draft  for  the  Mexican  coast,  the  Bangor 
amongst  others  was  bought  up  at  a round  price,  refit- 
ted at  New  York,  and  newlynamed  the  Scourge.  An 
officer  on  board  of  her,  gives  the  following  account, 
in  a letter  dated  Havana,  March  18,  1847: 

“I  do  not  know  whether  you  were  aware  of  the 
prognostications  made  by  many  persons  previous  to 
our  departure  from  New  York:  but  sir,  if  you  were, 
certainly,  you  as  well  as  a large  portion  of  our  friends 
must  be  desirous  to  hearfrom  us,  for  many  were  the 
doubtful  looks  and  expressions  ventured  as  to  whether 
she  would  ever  cross  the  gulf  stream.  Painful  as 
those  expressed  doubts  were  to  the  friends  of  those 
that  composed  her  crew,  yet  were  they  frequently  re- 
peated, and  indeed,  some  were  advised  to  leave  her. 
But  our  country  called  for  our  service,  to  defend  her 
rights,  and  although  from  the  ominous  look  of  many 
an  experienced  eye  in  naval  affairs,  we  were  disposed 
to  doubl  the  capacity  of  the  steamer  for  weathering 
the  storm,  yet  all  were  willing  to  brave  the  battle  and 
the  breese.  And  accordingly  we  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  4th  inst.  in  company  with  the  steamer 
Scorpion.  The  evening  of  our  departure,  we  left  as- 
tern our  companion,  as  she  could  not  keep  up  with  us, 
and  on  the  third  day  we  experienced  quite  severe 
weather.  All  on  board  anxiously  watched  the  move- 
ments of  the  little  steamer  when  the  bad  weather  com- 
menced, and  we  soon  found  that  all  was  right,  for  she 
mounted  the  big  seas  like  a duck;  and  during  the  great- 
er part  of  our  passage,  notwithstanding  that  the  wea- 
ther was  bad,  and  the  sea  running  pretty  high,  yet 
was  her  quarter  deck  dry.  Of  course  the  wind  being 
generally  ahead,  our  passage  has  been  longer  than  we 
had  hoped  for.  We  arrived  yesterday,  making  it  13 
days  passage.  The  Scorpion  is  not  yet  in,  but  we  look 

fV/JT  hd»“ 

I had  forgotten  to  say  one  thing,  that  is,  notwith- 
standing the  doubt,  as  to  the  capacity  of  this  vessel  for 
sea  service,  that  not  even  a spare  sail  was  put  on  board 
for  cases  of  emergency;  this  omission  looks  much  as 
if  it  was  thought  she  would  never  arrive  in  port  again 
and  therefore  not  necessary  to  go  to  farther  expense 
in  fitting  her  out.  The  sails,  are  all  old;  scarcely  is 
there  a common  croger  upon  the  ocean,  that  has  not 
spare  sails.  With  regard  to  other  matters,  they  are 
very  delicate — so  excuse  me. 

We  sail  for  Vera  Cruz  in  three  or  fourdays — we 
would  leave  sooner,  but  deficiencies  must  be  made  up, 
for  we  are  undergoing  repairs  in  the  boilers;  we  have 
found  them,  also,  in  a bad  condition,  &c.  &c. 

Com.  Perry  passed  this  place  some  days  ago,  on 
his  way  to  the  squadron.  Wt  shall  hope  for  a pleas- 
ant passage  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  when  there,  if  opportu- 
nity happens,  I think  our  gallant  commander,  Charles 
G.  Hunter  will  give  a good  account  in  his  log  to  the 
country. 

March  20th. — We  are  still  here,  repairing  adefect 
in  the  boilers,  and  very  anxious  to  get  off.  The  Uni- 
ted States  bomb  brig  Hecia  has  just  made  her  appear- 
ance off  the  harbor.  One  officer  in  a boat  has  come 
in,  and  after  communicating  with  our  consul  (General 
Campbell)  will  continue  on  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  letter  bag  is  yet  on  board,  and  I have  opened 
this  to  give  you  an  example  of  American  character. 
This  day  four  American  citizens,  mechanics,  have  vol- 
unteered to  come  on  board  to-morrow,  (Sunday)  and 
assist  in  puttingour  boilers  in  order;  this  arises  from 
pure  motives  of  patriotism,  as  they  have  said  that  any 
offer  of  pay  for  their  services  will  be  looked  upon  as 
an  insult  to  them.  This  is  too  good  to  go  unmention- 
ed, and  I hope  that  their  names  will  be  sent  by  our 
generous  commander  to  the  navy  department.” 

Remonstrances  appeared  in  several  leading  pa- 
pers urging  the  secretary  of  the  navy  not  to  allow 
Lieut.  Hunter  to  be  tried  by  a court  selected  by  Com. 


VE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


Perry  and  selected  from  the  disappointed  squadron. 
The  Trenton  Mhos  referring  to  the  arrest  and  court* 
marlialling  of  Lieut.  Hunter  for  the  affair  at  Alvara- 
do says: — “A  gentleman,  on  hearing  of  this  affair  was 
reminded  ofthe  story  of  the  English  private  soldier  in 
British  India,  who  being  drunk  one  night,  rushed  from 
his  tent,  with  a weapon  in  his  hand,  scaled  the  walls 
of  a native  fbrt  the  English  were  besieging,  and  made 
such  a hideous  shouting,  that  the  poor  Hindoos  thought 
a whole  army  was  upon  them,  and  surrendered  at 
discretion.  The  British  commander,  although  he  did 
not  refuse  to  receive  the  fort  which  had  been  taken  so 
disorderly,  put  the  soldier  under  arrest  and  court-mar- 
tialled  him.  The  poor  private  was  sadly  puzzled  to 
understand  why  a soldier  should  be  punished  for  doing 
too  well,  and  exclaimed  in  much  vexation,  “well, 
since  you  make  such  a fuss  about  it.  I’ll  take  no  more 
forts  for  you!” 

Monuments  to  Lawp.ence  and  Ludlow.  The  ves- 
try of  Trinity  church  has  erected  with  liberality  and 
good  taste,  near  the  flagging  which  leads  to  the  left 
entrance,  a beautiful  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Capt.  James  Lawrence,  who  fell  in  the  Chesapeake  in 
ihe  engagement  with  the  Shannon.  It  bears  a suita- 
ble inscription.  They  have  also  erected  one  in  mem- 
ory of  Lieut.  Ludlow,  who  was  killed  in  the  same  en- 
gagement. Post. 

Coming  fro.m  the  war. — Capt,  McManus,  the  com- 
mander of  the  s'ate  Fenciblcs,  has  inst  returned  from  the 
seat  of  war.  to  Jackson,  Miss.  Though  unable  to  com 
mand  his  company  at  Buena  Vista,  he  was  furnished  a 
horse  and  remained  with  it  all  day  on  horseback. 

The  Regiment  of  Voltigdeuus.  This  service  ap- 
pears to  be  popular  with  recruits.  The  companies 
we  perceive  are  filling  up  rapidly.  This  is  character- 
iitic  of  our  countrymen.  Voltigueurs  have  usually  the 
post  of  honor,  and  lead  the  van  in  forward  movements 
through  the  most  dangerous  defiles.  They  move  a- 
bout  with  Ihe  celerity  of  cavalry.  In  fact  they  form  a 

ixctiv/  awiij  -w-r 

artillery.  In  the  first  place  there  are  to  be  500  dra- 
goons, mounted;  then  each  dragoon  is  to  have  an  in- 
fantryman at  his  side,  whom  he  on  emergencies  takes 
up  behind  him,  and  finally  there  is  an  active  little  bat- 
tery of  light  brass  pieces,  which  can  be  unlimbered 
and  parted  upon  the  back  of  mules,  and  moved  about 
with  celerity,  or  placed  in  battery  in  positions  inac- 
cessible to  heavier  pieces. 

National  Medical  Convention.  A convention 
consisting  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  delegates 
from  various  medical  schools  and  societies  in  the  U. 
States,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday  the 
6th  inst.  The  session  lasted  three  days.  Before  ad- 
joining the  following  resolution  was  proposed  and  a- 
dopted: 

“Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  now  resolve 
itself  in  the 

“American  Medical  Association,” 

An  election  was  then  gone  into  for  officers  for  said 
association  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  following  gen- 
tlemen were  chosen — 

President — Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman,  of  Pa. 

Vice  Presidents— -Drs.  J.  Knight,  New  Haven;  A. 
H.  Stevens,  N.  Y.;  Moultrie,  South  Carolina;  Bucha- 
nan, Tennessee. 

Secret’s. — Drs.  Stille  of  Phil,  and  Dunbar,  of  Balt, 

Treasurer — Dr.  J.  Hays. 

The  association  adjourned  to  meet  again  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  1848,  at  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Measures  were  taken  to  secure  a higher  order  of 
scholastic  education  as  preliminary  to  the  admission 
of  students  into  our  medical  colleges,  and  the  stand- 
ard agreed  upon  is  nearly  equal  to  the  requisitions  for 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  the  academic  depart- 
ment of  any  of  our  colleges.  The  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  qualifications  for  the  doctorate  was  insis- 
ted upon,  with  recommendations  of  extending  the  lec- 
ture term  in  all  medical  colleges  from  feur  to  six 
months,  and  a provision  requiring  students  to  at- 
tend thraiighout  the  entire  term,  or  forfeit  credit  fo 
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a full  course;  enlarging  the  curriculum  of  the  college 
course;  calling  for  seven  professors  in  each  medical 
school;  demanding  that  three  months  be  required  to 
be  steadily  employed  in  practical  anatomy,  and  clai- 
ming clinical  instruction  to  be  included  in  each  col- 
lege course. 

Illumination.  The  celebration  in  honor  of  the 
victories  in  Mexico,  took  place  at  New  York  on  Fri- 
day evening,  the  7th  inst.  It  must  have  been  a splen- 
did affair.  The  public  places  and  many  private 
dwellings  were  illuminated,  transparencies  innumer- 
able, fire  works,  artillery  roaring,  and  flags  displayed 
in  all  directions.  The  crowd  was  of  course  immense; 
it  is  estimated  that  400,000  people  witnessed  the 
spectacle. 

The  celebration  at  Washington  city  took  place  on 
Saturday  evening  the  8th,  the  anniversary  of  the  first 
victory — Palo  Alto.  It  was  for  that  community,  e- 
qually  as  imposing  as  that  of  New  York.  The  details 
fill  over  two  columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer. — 
A bonfire  composed  of  1 00  tar  and  turpentine  barrels 
and  other  combustibles,  erected  into  a pillar  forty 
feet  high  illuminated  the  space  between  the  capilol 
and  navy  yard. 

Foreign  Mails.  The  postmaster  general  adverti- 
ses dated  April  30,  1847,  that  the  first  steamship  of 
the  line,  by  Cowes,  England,  to  Bremen,  Germany 
will  leave  N.  York  on  the  1st  June  next,  and  the  first 
of  each  second  month  thereafter.  It  is  expected  that 
the  second  ship  will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  the 

season  to  furnish  a mail  each  intermediate  month 

On  letters  or  packages  addressed  to  Bremen,  postage 
may  be  collected  there;  to  all  other  places  postage 
mustbepre-paid,  inland  postage  to  New  York  as  well 
as  the  foreign  postage. 

Rates  of  the  postage. — Upon  all  letters  and  packages 
not  exceeding  one-half  ounce  in  weight,  twenty-four 
cents;  over  one  half  ounce  in  weight  and  not  exceed- 
ing one  ounce,  forty-eight  cents;  and  for  every  addi- 
tional half-ounce,  or  fraction  of  an  ounce,  fifteen  cents. 

Upon  each  newspaper,  pamphlet,  and  price  cur- 
rent, three  cents.  Inland  postage  in  all  cases  to  be 
added,  whenever  the  matter  is  transported  by  mail 
within  the  United  States. 

The  law  imposes  a fine  of  ^500  on  any  person  who 
shall  carry  or  transport  any  letter,  package,  newspa- 
pers, printed  circular,  or  price-current,  on  board  said 
steamers,  except  newspapers  in  use  and  not  intended 

Post  Offices  and  Cheap  Postage.  The  increase 
in  the  revenues  at  19  of  the  principal  post  offices  in 
the  Union,  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  1847, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1846,  was 
a little  over  17  per  cent.  The  respective  increase 
was  as  follows: 

Albany  $638;  Annapolis  $543;  Baltimore  $3,1 18; 
Boston  $1,508;  Buffalo  562;  Cincinnati  $1,569;  Col- 
umbus $1,375;  Lexington  $333;  Louisville  $734;  Lo- 
well $537;  Macon  $360;  Newark  $555;  Norfolk  636; 
Philadelphia  $3,797;  Pittsburg  $684;  Richmond  $522; 
St.  Louis  79;  Savannah  $714;  Wilmington  $409. 

emigr.ation  on  a magnificent  scale. 

We  have  had  emigration  going  on  in  a small  way 
for  some  time.  It  has  been  increasing  too,  at  a rate 
which  people,  who  are  slow  in  keeping  up  with  the 
high  pressure  steam,  rail-road  and  electrical  telegraph 
rapidity  of  the  age  that  has  overtaken  us,  were 
thinking  was  quite  considerable.  To  hear  of  whole 
villages  in  Germany  becoming  depopulated — their  in- 
habitants coming  over  in  body, — to  learn  that  all 
the  shipping  employed  was  inadequate  to  take  in  the 
crowds  of  emigrants, — to  hear  of  120,000  coming 
this  year  from  the  ports  of  Bremen  and  other  har- 
bors of  that  coast  alone,  besides  those  from  other 
parts  of  Europe,  startles  such  people.  Nearly  thirty 
thousand  reaching  the  single  port  of  New  York  in  the 
month  of  April,  and  a certainty  that  more  than  that 
will  land  theie  in  the  present  month,  overwhelms 
them.  What  will  such  persons  think  of  the  follow- 
ing project  True  it  is  not  a project  for  direct  emi- 
gration to  the  United  States,  it  is  only  to  our  close 
border. 

We  find  in  the  Montreal  Herald  of  the  29th  April, 
a letter  addressed  to  the  editor  of  that  paper,  and 
signed  by  Morgan  John  O’Connell,  M.  P.,  Wm.  H. 
Gregory,  M.  P.,  John  Robt.  Godley,  as  a committee 
unfolding  the  plan  of  a scheme  of  emigration  from  Ire- 
land to  Canada,  which  they  say  has  been  proposed  to 


Lord  John  Russell,  for  governmental  sanction  and  as- 
sistance. The  committee  propose  that  a sum  of  a- 
bout  £5  for  each  emigrant  shall  be  devoted,  so  that  if 
the  emigration  shall,  as  is  hoped,  amount  within  the 
next  three  or  four  years  to  a million  and  a half  of 
people,  £7 ,500,000  will  be  expended  by  the  British 
government  in  settling  them  upon  land  in  the  colo- 
nies. It  is  farther  proposed  that  aids  of  settlement 
shall  be  granted  to  the  emigrants,  of  various  kinds, 
but  especially  that  their  clergy  shall  be  induced  to  ac- 
company them,  and  to  act  not  only  as  their  religious 
instructors  but  as  guides  and  governors  to  those  who, 
if  left  unaided,  prove  too  often  incapable  of  benefit- 
ting  either  themselves  or  the  country  of  their  adop- 
tion. 

What  countenance  the  British  government  may  be 
disposed  to  give  to  this  project  we  are  not  told.  The 
Canadian  editor  seems  not  to  relish  the  scheme, — he 
says: — We  very  much  mistake  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  Canada  if  they  would  hail  with  any  satisfac- 
tion, the  expenditure  of  even  .^7,500,000  in  their 
midst,  if  acompanied  by  the  -aUempted  seulcinont  a 
mong  them  of  1,500,000  of  such  emigrants  as  Mr 
Morgan  John  O’Connell,  and  his  co-secretaries,  thus 
describe.  “The  Irish  Roman  Catholic  population 
comprises  so  small  a proportion  of  the  middle  and 
highest  classes,  that  it  may  be  said  to  consist  mainly 
of  an  indigent  and  uneducated  peasantry,^'  having  “al- 
most no  aristocracy — no  natural  leaders  but  their  priest- 
hood', while,  from  their  peculiarities  of  character  and 
circumstances,  they  stand  more  in  need  of  leadership 
than  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.'” 

The  idea  of  converting  Canada  into  what  these  dis- 
interested Irish  land-holders  call  a “New  Ireland”  or 
of  expecting  that  any  number  of  such  “natural  lead- 
ers” could  render  any  such  amount  of  emigration 
“of  an  orderly  and  prosperous  kind,”  is  altogether  too 
poetical  for  any  but  a Milesian  imagination. 

The  Hospitals  at  Vera  Cruz We  were  told 

last  evening  that  there  were  between  a thousand  and 
twelve  hundred  sick  soldiers  in  the  hospital  at  that 
place,  but  that  the  deaths  were  comparatively  few. 
Many  of  these  men  are  completely  prostrated,  worn 
down  v/ith  disease,  and  the  nature  of  the  climate  is 
such  as  to  make  a change  absolutely  necessary  to 
bring  them  up  again.  To  enable  them  effectually  to 
recover,  discharges  are  given  in  every  case  where  the 

certificate  of  the  physician  to  that  effect  is  given 

Several  hundreds  have  already  been  sent  home,  and 
wp  -<ptipp  (on  that  many  of  the  volunteer  officers  ere 

retiring  from  service  because  of  ill  health Jlmerican 

Eagle  of  April  20th. 

SENOR  ATOCHA’s  PROPOSITION  TO  MEXICO. 

The  New  York  “Cotiner  desEtats  Unis”  of  the  1st 
May,  publishes  a letter  from  Vera  Cruz  dated  the  9th 
of  April.  The  writer  says  that,  to  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  M.  Atochajust  before  his  departure  from 
Mexico,  and  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  wrote  a 
confidential  letter  to  Rejon,  in  which  he  made  the  fol- 
lowing proposition,  (in  his  own  name  and  not  official- 
ly,) as  the  basis  of  a treaty,  that,  in  his  opinion  and 
according  to  his  instructions,  would  be  acceptable  to 
both  countries: 

The  adoption  as  a boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  as  far  up  as  the 
parallel  of  California,  which  intersects  the  Rio  Gila 
between  the  33d  and  34th  degrees  of  latitude.  [This 
line  would  only  include  New  Mexico,  in  addition  to 
California;  while  the  26th  parallel  would  have  depri- 
ved Mexico  of  one-third  of  her  territory.]  The  Uni- 
ted States  were  also  to  pay  for  these  acquisitions  $15,- 
000,000  or  $20,000,000,  and  also  become  responsi- 
ble for  the  Mexican  claims. 

The  expenses  of  the  wax-,  M.  Atocha  estimated  at 
$60,000,000.  There  was  also  to  be  a treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  of  alliance  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  offensive  and  defensive;  the  former  engaging 
to  protect  the  latter,  as  well  as  to  refuse  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  revolting  provinces,  and  al- 
so to  defend  the  frontier  against  the  Indians,  keeping 
thereon  a force  of  from  five  to  ten  thousand  men. 

This  letter-writer  also  (continues  the  Courier) 
says  that  these  liberal  conditions  were  read,  and  M. 
Atocha  was  charged  by  the  Mexican  Cabinet  with  a 
reply  to  the  effect  that  it  would  open  negotiations  the 
moment  the  American  arms  were  withdrawn  from 
the  Mexican  soil. 

The  Courier  des  Etats  Unis,  in  its  comments  upon 
this  letter,  remarks  that  M.  Atocha  defrayed  the  ex- 
pense of  his  own  mission,  and  that  he  is  going  again 


to  Vera  Cruz  in  a few  days;  this  time  as  a simple  tra- 
veller. His  presence  there  (adds  the  Courier)  may 
prove  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  peace. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Fast  Day.  A day  of  fasiing  and  hmnilia'ion  was 
ordered  by  the  queen  in  council  lo  be  observed  on  Wed- 
nesday the  24th  March.  'The  Examiner  ohserved  upon 
the  subject  that,  if  the  Deity  was  so  displeased  with  the 
conduct  of  the  people  as  to  send  a famine  among  them, 
it  was  arrogant  to  suppose  that  one  day  of  fasting  and 
supplication,  passed  as  such  days  fenerally  are,  was 
sufficient -to  propitiate  Him.  The  dav  was  hailed  and 
treated  as  a holyday  by  all  who  could  afford  lo  keep  it 
in  tliat  way.  The  churches  of  the  establishment  were 
opened  and  filled  with  crow/ds  of  listeners  to  very  drow- 
sy, arrogant,  and  presumptuous  sermons.  It  is  a ques- 
tion whether  any  less  ameunt  of  eating  and  drinking 
was  done.  The  butchers  and  bakers  were  busy  on 
Tuesday  morning  servins  out  double  quantities  to  their 
customers,  as  there  vvould  be  no  shops  open  on  Wed- 
nesday. 

p mglas  Jerrold  states  in  his  Weekly  Journal  of  the 
27th#  under  the  he3c]  of  ‘'Police,*’  the  following* 

“Worship  street.  On  Thursday  the  attention  of  the 
court  was  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  forenoon  in 
disposing  of  drunUon  obargaa  and  rows  consequent  upon 
the  observance  of  the  fast,  which  were  unquesu.,r,«.U5. 
far  greater  in  number  than  are  usually  brought  to  this 
court,  even  at  those  periods  of  the  year  when  our  great- 
est festivals  are  held.’’ 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer says:  “If  public  feeling  and  general  comment 
are  to  guide  future  proceedings,  I think  there  is  a strong 
indication  that  no  more  public  fasts  will  be  ordered  as  a 
means  of  averting  Divine  displeasure.  The  Quakers 
and  a greater  part  of  the  Dissenters  took  no  notice  of 
the  order;  their  chapels  vvere  all  closed.’’ 

Royal  salaries.  Parliament  allows  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land for  her  support,  $1,750,000;  for  Prince  Albert,  her 
husband.  $133,000,  and  for  her  horses  and  hounds, 
$310,000 — making  in  all  $2,193,000.  The  cost  to  the 
English  government  of  putting  the  silver  edging  to 
pieces  of  muslin,  which  is  always  torn  off  and  thrown 
away  before  the  fabric  can  be  converted  to  use,  is  £20- 
000  a year! 

A Court  Dress.  A London  correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Herald,  says  that  the  cost  ot  a lady’s  court  dress 
varies  from  130  to  1200.  The  value  of  jewels,  worn  on 
such  occasions,  is  sometimes  immense — according  to  the 
wealth  or  resources  of  the  party.  I'he  lady  of  the  late 
Thomas  Hope,  Esq.,  appeared  at  court  with  jewels  es- 
timated at  1700,000. 

Court  Etiquette.  A stranger  wishing  to  be  presented 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  or  Tuilleries,  must  write  or 
call  on  the  minister  of  his  country,  stating  his  wish,  and 
the  time  he  would  like  to  be  presenled^wlien  the  minis- 
ter, if  he  finds  nothing  objectionable  in  the  character  of 
tlie  person,  ana  is  wlilmg  to  favor  him,  semis  h!s  name 
to  the  master  of  presentation  at  court,  who  registers  it 
and  grants  permission,  unless  there  are  more  names 
already  registered  than  can  be  presented  at  the  levee, 
which  is  the  slate  occasion  for  presenting  all  unofficials. 
A court  suit,  consisting  of  a body  coat,  white  vest,  satin 
breeches,  silk  stockings,  (white  or  flesh  colored,)  and  wig 
are  requisite,  unless  the  person  is  a diplomatic,  military, 
or  naval  officer.  All  such  may  be  presented  in  the  uni- 
form of  their  office.  Less  ceremony  is  observed  at  the 
French  than  at  the  English  court,  but  court  costume,  is 
required  at  both.  Court  suits  can  always  be  hired  at  the 
costumers  in  London  and  Paris. 

[We  never  meet  wi  h a statement  of  this  kind  of  re- 
quisHion  upon  a man’.-:  independence  without  feeling 
somewhat  Jobn  Randolphish — he  of  Roanoke,  when  at 
the  court  of  Russia.] 

The  British  general  post  office.--- A letter  from 
London,  in  the  National  Intelligencer  says — That  gi- 
gantic establishment,  is  expanding  rapidly  as  an  in- 
strument of  the  greatest  possible  public  and  individual 
covenience.  It  is  taking  an  important  position  as  a 
banking  institution  so  far  as  relates  to  the  transmission 
of  funds,  as  the  following  facts  prove: 

In  the  three  months  which  ended  April  5, 

1839,  the  number  of  money  orders  issu- 
ed by  the  general  post  office  was  9,423 

The  amount  for  which  they  were  issued  jE17,401.14 
In  the  three  months  which  ended  April  5, 

1846,  the  number  of  money  orders  issu- 
ed was  391,918 

The  amount  for  which  they  were  issued  £681,298.13.3 
English  notions  as  to  the  attach  on  Ves  a Cruz,  and  a 
march  to  Mexico.— The  London  Chronicle  says — “The 
attack  on  Vera  Cruz  appears  still  to  stand;  that  is  to  say, 
if  the  yellow  fever  and  the  Mexicans  permit  the  troops 
stationed  in  the  north  of  the  province  to  advance  by 
land  through  the  passes.  Our  correspondent  has  esti- 
mated the  attacking  force  at  seventeen  thousand  men. 
We  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  in 
any  manner  the  United  States  can  contrive  to  congre- 
gate that  number  of  men  in  the  neigiiborliood  of  Vera 
Cruz,  the  town  must  infallibly  fall.  The  Amari'cana 
in  sheer  fighting  will  knock  the  Mexicans  to  pieces~of 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  would  only  be  on  mar- 
tial prowess  that  the  result  could  depend,  for  the  United 
Slates  by  sea  could  keep  their  army  well  supplied  and 
victualled.  The  puzzle  is,  however,  to  see  how  much 
further  forward  the  United  States  will  be  even  when 
they  have  won  Vera  Cruz,  Their  plan  is,  it  is  said,  l 
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advance  upon  Me.xico  ilself.  by  Jalapa  and  Perote;  but, 
unless  we  .are  iniicli  mistaken,  this  hnpe  is  about  as  vi- 
sionary as  that  of  Napoleon  upon  M iscow.  There  is 
but  one  thin?  we  know  of  that  is  more  difficult  for  the 
United  States  army  than  to  get  to  Mexico,  a*nd  that 
would  be  to  eet  back  again  to  Ve -a  Cruz.  The  expect- 
ation of  a sue  tessful  advance  is,  however,  out  of  the 
question.  Two  gaunt  spectres, — .iisease  and  famine, — 
stand  in  the  passes  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico,  and 
waive  the  invaders  back.” 

Irblaxd.— We  find  a long  interesting  letter  in  the 
last  N.  York  Courier  ^ Enquirer,  dated  Dublin,  April 
3d  We  have  room  for  only  the  two  concluding  para- 
graphs— 

“The  day  of  national  humiliation,  24th  March,  1S47, 
was  observed  with  peculiar  solemnity  throughout  the 
empire,— peculiarly  so  here.  All  vied— at  least  in  the 
external  tokens  of  the  recognition  of  providence;  and 
prostration  under  his  chastising  hand.  Even  those  who 
disclaimed  the  acknowledgement  of  a right  in  govern- 
ment to  dictate  a religious  observance,  did  it  for  thetn- 
eelvea.  Could  it  be  otherwise?  In  tho.se  isolated,  pen- 
insular, remote  districts  u here  famine  has  reigned  pa- 
r.amouiit,  it  is  now  found  necessary  to  convert  them  into 
wide  hospitals;  to  erect  eating  houses  for  the  survivors; 
and  to  appoint  cook.s,  nurses,  and  guardians  for  the  tot- 
tering, silly  victims  of  inanimation.  And  though  the  in- 
flux of  provisions  generally  is  pulling  down  the  markets, 
and  the  provision  mercliants  are  likely  to  lose  in  the  fu- 
ture In  proportion  to  their  profits  in  the  past,  and  hospi- 
tals are  multiplied  as  disease  spread®,  yet  the  sum  of 
poverty,  and  misery,  and  death  may  well  bring  a thrill 
to  the  most  callous  spirit  and  bow  it  before  Him  who 
'killeth  and  maketh  alive.' 

I have  given  your  readers  a history;  I close  with  a 
summary.  The  famine  is  no  more.  Provisions  are 
pouring  in;  so  that  it  is  expected  there  will  be  more  corn 
merchants  in  the  insolvent  courts,  than  of  any  other 
class.  But  disease  is  wide  spread;  not  only  in  the  fa- 
mine districts,  but  in  the  midland  and  nort/iern— Trim, 
Armagh,  Lurgan.  Fever  and  dysentery,  everywhere; 
besides  these,  decline,  in  connexio.i  with  mental  silliness 
where  famine  was.  These  districts  arc  now  so  many 
rural  hospitals.  The  cultivation  is  general  and  vigor- 
ous,—except  in  the  south  and  west, — Cork,  Tipperary, 
M.iyo,  Clare.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  those  on  the  pub- 
lic works  are  in  weekly  progress  of  dismissal — to 
furnish  laborers  for  the  land;  in  many  places  they  are 
unwilling  and  rebel, — and  there  is  distress;  but  the 
course  is  inevitable.  Emigration  is  extensive  beyond 
all  precedent;  the  ports  are  crowded,  and  every  ship  fill- 
ed,—with  those  furnished  with  means  by  their  friends  in 
America, — those  bribed  by  their  landlords  to  go  that 
rtiey  may  be  rid  of  them, — and  those  in  more  comforta- 
ble circumstances,  glad  to  escape  contagion  and  mise- 
ry. The  paupers  crowd  the  English  and  Scottish  towns; 
nor  can  they  be  got  rid  of.  In  Dublin,  £40,000— besides 
the  poor  rate,  are  assessed  for  external  relief;  Drogheda, 
Newry,  Belfast  are  in  a similar  condition,  from  the  in- 
flux of  country  poor.  Yet  the  landlnrda  ery  out  “enn- 
fiscatiou;”  and  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  joins  them; 
though  out-door  relief  o(  the  able  bodied  is  a pa-t  of  the 
measure  for  reclaiming  and  improving  waste  lands;  to 
force  empl  ■yment  by  the  alternative  of  forced  support 
unihout  it;  and  to  keep  off  the  ruinous  influx  upon  the 
towns.  _ Cuncihatiun  hull  is  virtually  broken  up;  though 
John  O’Connell  wants  to  revive,  by  getting  Smith  O'Bri- 
en to  take  the  leadership — now  that  his  father  is  politi- 
cally defunc, — and  to  re-unite  the  repealers.  Just  now 
there  is  trust  and  a fall  of  snow;  but  the  farmers  are  not 
alarmed.  The  cloud  over  green  Erin  is  dark;  yet  there 
are  sun-glimpses  through  it— in  the  prosp_cts  of  indus 
try,  abundance,  and  peace.’’ 

FRANCE. 

Aldernay.  The  British  government,  it  is  asserted,  are 
about  to  lortify  the  island  of  Aldernay,  situated  about 
three  leagues  from  the  coast  of  France.  The  Paris 
Constitutionnel  says  the  government  will  disburse  1,000,- 
0001.  to  make  this  rock  a second  Gibraltar.  It  is  in- 
tended to  construct  four  forts,  united  by  a railroad,  and 
to  establish  on  the  culminating  point  of  the  island  a high 
tower  of  observation,  from  which  a wide  view  may  be 
obtained  over  the  sea  and  French  coasts. 

M.  E.  D'Ossery.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has 
received  despatches  from  M.  Lemoyne,  the  French  con- 
sul general  and  charge  d’affaires  at  Lima,  announcing 
the  assassinafioii  of  M.  E.  D’Ossery,  who,  in  company 
with  M.  De  Castlenau,  was  travelling  in  South  Am  rica, 
exploring  the  hitherto  unknown  parts  of  that  country. 
Pfie  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  cross  the  American 
continent  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  Lima,  thence  returning  to 
Guiana,  traversing  Peru,  and  descending  the  river  of 
the  Amazons.  The  travellers  arrived  at  Lima  in  the 
summer  of  1816.  After  slaying  several  months  in  that 
capital,  they  separated  with  the  intention  o(  reaching  the 
Amazon  by  different  routes;  M.  de  Castlenau  moving 
towards  the  Ucaayle,  M.  D’Ossery  lelt  Lima  at  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  and  by  the  ena  of  the  month  was 
at  Jain,  about  200  leagues  south  of  Lima,  where  he  hired 
a boat  with  four  rowers  at  the  port  of  Bella  Vista,  where 
he  embarked  on  November  30,  unattended  even  by  a 
wrvunl.  His  friends  at  Lima  warned  him  against  this 
unpmdence;  but,  in  the  rashness  of  youth,  he  disregard- 
ed their  advice,  and  on  the  next  day  was  murdered  by 
the  boatmen  at  a place  called  Jusamaro.  The  four  assas- 
sins vycre  arrested  and  sent  to  the  judge  at  Lambaya- 
qua,  the  chief  town  of  the  province.  An  armed  party 
Jusamaro,  to  bring  in  the  body 
'J  Osscry  and  his  effects  to  Lnmbaycqua.  M. 
D Ossery  took  wiih  him  from  Lima  a considerable  sum 
of  money  for  expenses. 


The  Peruvian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  hastened  to 
.send  an  account  to  M.  Lemoyne  of  this  fatal  event,  pro- 
mising the  culprits  should  be  brought  to  punishment, 
that  the  proper^  of  the  deceased  should  bo  collected 
and  sent  to  the  French  legation.  The  President  of  Peru, 
who  had  formed  an  attachment  for  M.  D’Ossery,  ex- 
pressed to  the  French  charge  d’liffjirs  his  grief  and  deep 
regret  at  his  loss. 

PRUSSIA. 

7'he  united  diet  of  the  kingdom,  assembled  in  virtue  of 
a summons  from  the  sovereign.  The  occasion  was 
hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  the  people  of  Prussia,  as  a 
consummation  to  soma  extent  at  least,  of  the  solemn 
promise  made  to  them  ‘a  long  time  ago’  when  the  king 
was  requiring  the  utmost  sacrifices  and  services  at  their 
hands  to  save  his  throne,  promises  often  repeated  since, 
but  each  time  as  it  was  thought,  i.i  fainter  and  fainter 
tones. 

The  assembling  of  a diet  was  a startling  circumstance 
to  the  other  powers  of  the  “holy  alliance.”  Earnest  re- 
monstrances were  trade. 

All  were  anxious  to  hear  what  the  king  would  say  in 
his  speech  to  the  new  congress. 

He  has  spoken.  His  speech  is  a curiosity,  bold  and 
emphatic  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  of  the  des- 
potic, on  one  hand — and  equally  conciliatory  to  ihe  peo- 
ple on  the  other.  As  to  granting  bis  people  a constitu- 
tion, or  courting  popular  favor,  he  says — 

“Noble  lords  and  trusty  orders,  I am  forced  to  the 
solemn  declaration  that  no  power  on  earth  will  ever  suc- 
ceed in  moving  me  to  change  the  natural,  and,  in  our 
own  case,  so  imperatively  necessary,  relation  between 
prince  and  people  into  something  merely  conventional 
or  constitutional;  and  that,  once  for  all,  I will  never  suf- 
fer a H'l  itten  sheet  of  paper  to  force  itself  in,  as  it  were  a 
second  providence,  between  our  Lord  God  in  heaven 
and  this  people,  in  order  to  rule  us  with  its  paragraphs, 
and  to  replace  by  them  our  ancient  and  time-hallowed 
trusty  reliance  on  each  other.  Between  us  be  truth. — 
From  one  weakness  I feel  myself  en'irely  free — I strive 
not  for  idle  popular  favor;  who  could  do  so  if  he  read 
history  aright?  I strive  only  to  fulfil  rnv  duty  so  as  to 
satisfy  my  understanding  and  conscience,  and  to  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  my  people,  even  though  it  bo  never 
rny  lot  to  obtain  it.’’ 

He  will  be  “every  inch  a king,”  and  his  people  shall 
be  his  subjects,  absolute. 

He  says,  “as  in  the  camp,  the  command  can  only  be 
vested  in  the  will  of  one,  so  must  there  be  in  the  coun- 
cils of  state  the  supremacy  of  a single  person.’’ 

Why  should  ‘crowned  heads’  fear  for  him  of  Prussia? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  recounts  the  promi- 
nent items  of  amelioration  which  he  has  promoted — reli- 
gious freedom  to  all;  he  calls  a general  assembly,  with 
the  right  of  voting  upon  taxes,  gives  publicity  of  all  civil 
and  criminal  proceedings  in  the  courts;  diminution  of 
taxes;  construction  of  roads  and  canals;  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  so  far  as  the  laws  af  the  confederation  will 
permit.  He  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  orders 
apd  dignities  of  the  state,  applauds  the  spirit  of  th»  npo- 
plc,  and  declares  that  fie  will  appeal  to  them  against  ev- 
ery attempt  to  injure  or  insult  his  authority. 

That  diet,  and  that  right  of  voting  upon  taxes! — These 
weigh  more  in  the  scale  of  public  estimation,  than  all 
that  can  be  said. 

The  following  passage  of  the  speech  is  peculiar — 

“One  confession  of  faith  I am,  on  this  day,  unable  to 
suppress,  bearing  in  mind  the  frightful  attempt  to  de- 
fraud my  people  of  its  holiest  jewel — its  faith  in  the  Re- 
deemer, Lord,  and  King  of  itself  and  of  us  all.  This 
avowal  is  as  follows,  [here  his  majesty  arose,  and  spoke 
the  words  standing,  and  with  right  hand  uplifted,]  ‘I  and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.”’ 

All  sorts  of  remarks  of  course  are  elicited  by  such  a 
speech,  and  such  proceedings.  The  London  Times  as- 
cribes the  whole  movement  to  the  king,  who  has  acted 
“under  no  constraint  or  impulse,  but  that  of  his  ow  n 
magnanimous  disposition,  his  confidence  in  the  temper 
of  his  people,  and  his  enlightened  deference  for  that  pub- 
lic opinion  which  has  made  itself  irresistibly  felt  through 
all  the  barriers  of  despotic  power.” 

There  are  other  journals  less  adulatory.  One,  for  in- 
stance, a German  journal.  attJbutes  all  the  present  con- 
cessions of  the  king,  to  embarrassments — financial,  reli- 
gious, and  political — which  he  finds  himself  no  longer 
able  to  encounter  without  tho  aid  of  a diet,  and  of  popu- 
lar sentiment,  in  yielding  to  which,  he  endeavors  to  save 
appearances  and  conciliate  his  fellow  sovereigns  by  the 
language  he  employs. 

Education. — “All  children  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  fourteen  years  are  directed  to  be  either  sent  to  school 
or  educated  at  home  by  their  parents.  It  the  latter  plan 
is  preferred,  the  municipal  authorities  are  to  be  informed 
in  what  manner  the  education  is  provided.  If  the  for 
mer  atterdance  is  ensured  by  keeping  lists  of  absen- 
tees, and  submitting  them,  at  short  stated  intervals,  to 
the  inspection  of  local  committees.  These  arc  empow- 
ered to  summon  the  parents  in  case  of  negligence,  and 
to  reprimand  them;  or,  in  extreme  cases,  to  punish  them 
by  the  infliction  of  such  penalties  ns  are  commonly 
awarded  by  police  tribunals — that  is,  we  presume,  by 
fine  and  imprisonment.  The  parents  are  also  deprived, 
as  a measure  of  extreme  rigor,  of  all  participation  in 
the  public  provision  for  the  poor.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
poverty  be  the  cause  of  absence,  the  commune  is  to 
furnish  needful  assistance  in  the  shape  of  clothes  or 
otherwise.  The  number  of  children  thus  educated  is 
stated  by  M.  Cousin  to  have  been  2,043,030  in  the  year 
1831 — a number  which,  after  deducting  unavoidable  ab- 
sentees, embraces  the  whole  population  betw-cen  seven 
and  fourteen  years  of  age.”  [Fraser's  Magazine. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  assembled  on  the 
5th  inst. 

The  senate  elected  Thomas  C.  Perkins,  Esq.,  pre- 
sident pro  tern. 

The  house.  L.  S.  Foster,  Esq.,  was  elected  spea- 
ker. 

The  Governor's  address,  was  brief,  and  related  chief- 
ly to  affairs  of  the  state,  which  appear  to  be  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  as  we  might  expect  from  a com- 
munity of  republicans  in  which  education  was  aa 
early  and  primary  consideration,  insomuch  that 
every  citizen  has  partaken  of  its  enlightment. 

The  school  fund,  deservedly  the  pride  of  the  state, 
now  exceeds  $2,000,000.  During  the  past  year  it 
divided  $125,710  65  amongst  86,697  children  between 
tho  ages  of  from  four  and  sixteen  years,  being  $I  45 
to  each  scholar. 

The  state  is  in  debt  to  the  school  fund  $11,565  68. 

The  state  expenses  for  the  year,  exceeded  its  in- 
come by  $26,270  41. 

The  stale  prison  expenses  for  the  year  $12,093  08. 
Its  income  $15,570  20.  The  governor  recommenda 
that  the  surplus  $3,472  12,  derived  from  the  guilty, 
should  be  expended  in  relief  of  the  unfortunate,  the 
insane,  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind. 

Alabama.  The  democratic  slate  convention,  assem- 
bled at  Montgomery  on  the  3d  .May.  Hon.  William 
L.  Yancey  was  called  to  the  chair,  as  a preliminary 
to  the  organization  of  the  convention.  The  hon. 
Wm.  R.  King  was  then  unanimously  chosen  presi- 
dent, and  upon  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  made 
an  appropriate  address,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
commented  upon  the  little  real  causes  of  differences 
existing  between  southern  men,  whigs,  or  democrats, 
now  that  the  tariff  was  permanently  settled,  and  the 
question  of  an  U.  S.  Bank  an  “obsolete  idea,”  and 
more  particularly  in  view  of  the  necessity  for  union 
between  them,  which  coming  events  seemed  to  fore- 
shadow. After  the  appointment  of  the  subordinate 
officers,  and  a number  of  committees,  the  conven- 
tion adjourned  until  Tuesday  morning. 

[Charleston  Mercury. 

Michigan.  Lansing,  hereafler  to  be  called  Michigan, 
the  new  capital.  A correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Evening  Post,  writes  from  Howell,  Michigan,  April 
19ih:  “You  spoke,  in  a recent  number  of  your  paper, 
of  the  new  capital  of  Michigan.  Let  me  give  you 
a brief  description  of  the  place.  The  township  of 
Lansing,  which  is  to  contain  the  seat  of  government, 
IS  inirly-nve  nines  wesi  ana  norm  oi  irns^piace,  upoif 
the  Grand  River  road  leading  from  Detroit  to  the 
Grand  Rapids  of  Grand  River.  It  is  in  the  county 
of  Ingham,  and  is  eightj-five  miles  from  Detroit. — 
The  whole  region  around  is  an  excellent  farming 
country,  but  is  now  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness. 
The  Red  Cedar  unites  with  the  Grand  River  in 
this  township,  and  below  the  junction  there  is  aa 
abundance  of  water  power  for  milling  and  manu- 
facturing purposes.  ’The  village,  or  rather  city, 
when  laid  out,  is  to  be  called  Michigan,  and  now  wa 
shall  see  how  a city  will  grow  up  in  the  woods. — 
The  state  officers  are  to  be  removed  thither  in  De- 
cember next,  and  the  next  legislature  is  to  meet 
there.  At  the  time  the  law  was  passed  for  locating 
the  capital  there,  there  were  mot  so  many  aa  one 
hundred  inhabitants  in  the  whole  townsliipof  Lan- 
sing. One  year  ago  it  is  said  there  were  four  whigs 
and  sixteen  democratic  voters  in  the  town.  But  you 
know,  Messrs.  Editors,  ‘tall  oaks  from  little  acorns 
grow.’  ” 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

“armt  of  invasion.” 

JALAPA  AND  PEROTE  TAKEN. 

The  U.  S.  transport  ship  United  States,  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  5lh  with  Vera  Cruz  dales  to  the 
29th  April. 

By  this  arrival  the  New  Orleans  Delta  received 
the  following  letter  from  their  correspondent,  “Cha- 
parral." 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  21,  1847. 

1 arrived  at  this  lovely  place  yesterday,  and  found 
that  Gen.  Twiggs  had  hoisted  the  American  flag  in 
the  city  the  day  belore.  He  followed  the  retreating 
heroes  of  Cerro  Gordo  to  within  a few  miles  of  Ja- 
lapa, when  all  traces  of  them,  as  a body,  disappear- 
ed, and  he  encamped  for  the  night  within  three  miles 
of  the  town  that  evening,  and  entered  and  took  pos- 
session of  it  early  the  next  morning. 

Santa  Anna  did  not  pass  through  Jalapa,  but,  in 
company  w ith  Ampudia  and  'I'orrejon,  turned  off  to 
the  left  at  his  hacienda,  and  halted  for  the  night  at 
the  “nine  mile  pass,”  nhich  was  being  fortified,  but 
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which,  on  second  consideration,  it  was  deemed  prn- 
de.-ii  ,evac::3le.  Thi?  evar’iialion  look  place  yes- 
terday morning,  and  in  the  evening  Col.  H'arno.y’- 
dragoons  look  pos.'ession  of  the  Pass — Gen.  Worth 
following  in  their  footsteps.  A number  of  small 
arms  was  taken  at  the  Pass,  but  they  are  all  of  little 
or  no  value. 

Gen.  Worth,  it  is  said,  will  move  on  to  Perole,  at 
which  place  many  think  he  will  have  a fight,  as 
it  is  reported  here  that  additional  defences  are  being 
made. 

All  along  the  road  between  Perote  and  Puebla,  the 
Mexicans  here  say  we  will  be  opposed,  and  contra- 
ry to  the  general  belief,  it  is  said  the  commander 
in-chief  will  shortly  move  in  that  direction. 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  on  our  side,  is 
much  larger  than  was  at  first  reported — it  is  over 
350.  Colonel  Childs  is  the  military  governor  of  Ja 
lapa. 

April  22d.— Gen.  Worth  approached  last  evening 
within  four  or  five  leagues  of  Perote,  and  entered  the 
city  to  day.  We  had  accounts  last  night  that  it  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  soldiery,  who  spiked  all  the 
guns  before  leaving. 

1 am  extremely  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
state  to  you  that  Gen.  Shields  has  improved  much 
since  my  last,  and  Lieut.  Hammond,  who  came  from 
him  this  evening,  thinks  there  is  a probability  of  his 
recovery. 

Most  of  the  wagons  here  will  leave  for  Vera  Cruz 
in  the  morning,  and  if  it  is  the  intention  to  remove 
early,  it  will  retard  it  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 

Jalapa,  Jipril  23,  10,  A.  M. 

An  express  has  just  got  in  from  Perote.  General 
Worth  reached  that  town  yesterday,  at  11  o’clock,  A. 
M.  He  found  it  completely  evacuated  by  the  soldi- 
ers o(  the  enemy,  and  a Col.  Vasquez  left  behind  to 
surrender  it  with  decency.  An  immense  number  of 
small  arms,  the  big  guns  of  the  castle  and  city,  and 
ammunition  were  taken  possession  of.  It  was  un- 
founded, the  report  that  the  guns  had  been  spiked  in 
the  castle;  they  were  found  in  excellent  order.  Gen. 
Arapudia,  with  about  3,000  cavalry,  in  a wretched 
condition,  was  near  the  town  when  our  troops  enter- 
ed it,  when  he  put  off. 

Santa  Anna  had  not  been  in  Perote  since  the  fight 
at  Sierra  Gordo,  and  he  is  supposed  to  be  somewhere 
in  the  mountains. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Eagle,  of  the  28lh  says:  “We 
understand  yesterday  that  information  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Jalapa,  that  Gen.  Worth  had  throvvn  his 
out  posts  towards  Puebla, and  would  march  imraedi 
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doubtful  as  to  its  truth,  however,  not  being  able  to- 
trace  it  to  any  positive  source.  The  latest  informa- 
tion received  from  Perote,  which  might  be  relied  on, 
(we  think)  is  that  issued  by  us  in  an  extra  on  Monday 
last,  and  re-published  in  this  day’s  paper.  Generals 
Scott,  Patterson,  Twiggs,  Pillow  and  Quitman  were 
in  Jalapa.  General  Shields  still  lying  in  a very 
doubtful  state  in  a hospital  on  the  battle  field  at 
Sierra  Gordo.  Rumor  says  that  Puebla  will  yield 
without  discharging  a gun;  ifso,  they  will  show  more 
wisdom  than  has  been  evinced  by  several  other 
Mexican  cities,  with  hardly  a hope  for  success 
against  us. 

It  is  now  certain  that  Santa  Anna  is  at  Orizaba,  a 
little  town  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  that  name 
with  about  1,000  troops  around  his  standard.  He 
was  seen  at  that  place  on  Sunday  morning  last,  and 
was  heard  to  express  his  desire  of  remaining  there 
until  he  could  muster  a sutEcient  force  to  make 
another  stand.  In  regard  to  the  sin.  erily  of  his 
assertion  much  doubt  is  entertained,  as  it  is  suppo- 
sed that  he  is  exceedingly  desirous  to  leave  the 
country,  but  fears  to  attempt  a movement  of  that 
kind  openly,  lest  he  should  be  assassinated  immedi- 
ately, which  will  no  doubt  be  his  fate  ultimately, 
however  long  he  may  prolong  it.  He  will  not  dare 
Return  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  is  the  universal  opinion 
until  some  success  should  crown  his  efforts  to  redeem 
his  thousand  promises  to  the  deluded  people  and  the 
clergy,  the  latter  being  now  his  only  backers. 

It  IS  said  that  those  who  cling  to  his  drooping  stan- 
dard now  are  brought  from  Oajaca  principally,  and 
that  not  more  than  two  or  three  hundred  of  theoa 
have  any  arms;  those  they  have,  too,  being  in  very 
bad  condition.  We  learn  that  he  pretends  he  can 
yet  repulse  the  “invaders  of  the  soil”  if  he  can  rouse 
the  rancheros,  and  form  them  into  guerilla  parties, 
to  annoy  small  bodies  of  our  citizens  and  soldiers 
whom  they  may  have  the  temerity  to  attack. 

The  letter  mentions  a rumor  that  a son  of  Santa 
Anna  is  in  command  of  some  of  the  rancheros. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Chronicle  of  the  28lh  says:  “It  is 
generally  reported  that  the  Mexican  government 
have  removed  Santa  Anna  from  the  chief  command 
of  the  army,  and  appointed  General  Valentine  Canal- 
ozi  in  his  place.” 


The  same  paper  afterwards  says:  “By  a person 

just  arrived  fror-:  Orizaba,  u.-iknov  that  Gen.  San- 
la  Anna  had  arrived  there  willi  ahoat  200  dragoon.s, 
and  immediately  commenced  recruiting,  having  now 
under  his  command  about  6000  men  of  the  fugitives 
from  Sierra  Gordo.  He  also  assures  us  that  a cor- 
respondence had  been  seized  by  the  authorities  at 
Mexico,  addressed  by  a great  personage  to  Senor 
Rejnn,  offering  a certain  sum  if  he  would  bring 
about  an  early  peace,  and  to  place  all  the  requisite 
means  at  his  disposal. 

In  Puebla,  General  Inclan  is  commanding.  They 
are  fortifying  Ihe  town  for  resistance. 

From  Ihe  correspondent  of  Ihe  Vera  Crus  Eagle. 

Jalapa,  ,dpril  20,  1847. 

Yesterday,  at  noon,  I left  the  encampment  near 
Sierra  Gordo  simultaneously  with  the  thousands  of 
Mexican  prisoners  who  had  been  released  on  parole, 
and  who  were  wending  their  way  to  their  different 
homes,  or  to  some  place  from  whence  they  may  again 
be  forced  to  take  up  arms  against  us.  I believe  their 
line,  extended  as  it  was  along  the  road,  was  full  five 
miles  in  length.  The  Guarda  Nacionale  was  the  only 
corps  that  maintained  any  order  in  their  march — the 
residue  trudging  along  as  best  they  could,  and  in  most 
admirable  disorder. 

We  rode  over  the  road  on  which  they  marched 
with  great  difficulty,  turning  our  horses’  heads  twen 
ty  different  ways  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  to 
avoid  riding  them  down.  They  were  less  sad  than 
men  under  similar  circumstances  would  generally 
be,  and  cracked  many  a joke  at  their  own  expense. 
This  was  in  Ihe  early  part  of  Ihe  march.  But  to- 
wards sunset,  when  they  had  measured  18  or  20 
miles  of  their  journey — most  of  them  in  their  bare 
feet — they  became  quite  silent  and  sad,  and  the  ef- 
fects of  the  fatigue  of  the  day  combined  with  previ- 
ous privations,  told  sensibly  upon  them.  1 felt  much 
interested  in  the  numerous  camp  women — those  de- 
voted creatures  who  follow  them  through  good  and 
evil — and  it  grieved  me  to  see  them,  worn  down 
with  fatigue,  moving  at  a snail’s  pace,  their  heavy 
burthens  almost  weighing  them  to  the  earth. 

The  woman  of  sixty  or  more  years — the  mother 
with  her  infant  wrapped  in  her  rebosa — the  wife,  far 
advanced  in  that  slate  that  “women  wish  to  be  who 
love  their  lords” — the  youthful  Senoiita  frisking 
along  w ith  her  lover’s  sombrero  on  her  head;  even 
to  the  prattling  girl  who  had  followed  padre  and 
madre  to  the  wars — could  all  be  seen  at  one  view 
moving  along — and  bearing  the  hardships  of  the 
tramp,  unconscious  of  the  existence  of  misery  in  this 
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These  women,  like  the  Indians,  are  the  slaves  of 
the  men — a slavery  they  submit  to  under  the  all 
powerful  influence  of  afl'ection.  In  addition  to  their 
bedding  and  wearing  apparel,  they  pack  upon  their 
backs  the  food  and  the  utensils  to  cook  in  it,  and 
worn  out  as  they  are  by  the  toils  of  the  day,  whilst 
their  husband  or  lover  sleeps,  they  prepare  his  re- 
past. 

1 noticed  one  man — a general — who  left  General 
Scott’s  quarters  about  the  time  1 did.  He  was  an 
elderly  man,  and  1 soon  perceived  from  his  hobbling 
that  he  had  but  one  leg.  his  progress  on  the  march 
was  an  object  of  curiosity  to  me,  and  1 was  surpris- 
ed to  see  him  keep  up  so  well  with  the  more  youth- 
ful and  perfect  limbed.  I hailed  for  some  time  at 
the  hacienda  of  Santa  Anna,  lo  rest  my  horse,  and 
my  eyes  ran  eagerly  over  the  column  of  prisoners  to 
see  if  he  had  kept  up.  The  fourth  or  fifth  man  to 
the  writer  was  himself.  He  had  refused  a dozen 
offers  to  ride,  both  from  our  men  and  his  own. — 
About  11  o'clock  at  night  all  of  them  passed  my 
tent — save  those  who  had  sunk  down  from  the  effects 
of  the  march — which  was  about  three  miles  from 
this  place.  An  hour  afterwards  a polite  voice  at  the 
tent  asked  permission  to  light  a segar  from  the  fire. 
I looked  out,  it  was  he.  He  said  he  tiad  not  been 
able  to  keep  up  with  the  advance,  but  would  reach 
Jalapa  in  one  hour’s  lime.  The  segar  lighted,  he 
hobbled  off  again,  and  this  morning  1 met  him  in 
Ihe  streets,  apparently  not  at  all  affected  with  the 
jaunt. 

When  the  Mexicans  surrendered,  it  was  about 
their  dinner  hour.  In  one  of  theic.  forts  the  camp 
kettles  were  taken  from  the  fire,  and  the  rations 
were  being  proportioned  out,  when  the  order  for 
surrender  came  from  the  second  in  command — so 
they  had  to  march  out  without  their  dinners.  That 
evening,  although  large  quantities  of  food  had  been 
served  out  to  them  by  our  commissaries,  they  were 
picking  up  old  bones,  stale  pieces  of  bread,  and  every 
thing  that  could  be  eaten.  Yesterday,  on  the  march, 
they  would  run  up  to  a beef,  killed  the  day  before 
by  our  advance,  and  cut  ofl'  every  piece  that  could 
be  obtained,  as  eagerly  as  though  they  were  half 
famished. 

From  the  foot  of  Sierra  Gordo  lo  Santa  Anna’s 


hneienda,  the  roadside  was  lined  with  dead  Mexican* 
and  horses.  At  or  near  the  ir.nch'.i  ".'here  General 
Twiggs  overtook  the  retreating  enemy,  the)  lay 
thirk  around,  and  a more  horrid  scene  it  would  be 
difficult  to  picture.  Mexicans  lay  dead  in  every  di- 
rection; some  resting  up  against  trees,  others  with 
legs  and  arms  extended,  and  occasionally  a lancer 
lying  with  his  arm  upon  the  charger  that  received 
his  death  wound  from  the  same  volley  that  ended  the 
career  of  bis  rider.  Some  of  the  prisoners  passing 
through  would  occasionally  halt  to  view  the  features 
of  the  deceased,  and  then,  mending  their  gait,  regain 
their  place  by  the  side  of  those  who  were  more 
fortunate  in  the  fight. 

At  the  place  above  cited  was  to  be  seen  all  the 
property,  other  than  munitions  of  war,taken  from  the 
enemy.  In  one  place,  arranged  in  good  order,  were 
all  the  paek  saddles — then  the  pen  containing  mules 
— the  provisions  next,  comprising  rice,  beans,  bread, 
pepper,  pifonreos,  garlic,  &c.  piles  of  shoes,  knap- 
sacks, and  all  the|paraphernalias  of  a Mexican  camp. 
Captain  Robert  Allen,  A.  Q.  M.  slopped  for  a mo- 
ment and  gave  orders  as  to  the  removal  of  these 
things. 

The  muskets  taken  from  the  enemy  were  broken 
on  stones  as  1 passed  the  spot  where  they  were. — 
They  were  of  no  earthly  use  to  us,  and  hence  tho 
summary  mode  of  disposing  of  them. 

The  steamer  New  Orleans,  at  New  Orleans,  from 
Vera  Cruz,  April  29,  brought  four  Mexicaa  officers 
(one  Lieut.  Colonel,  one  Captain  and  two  Lieute- 
nants) as  prisoners. 

Capt.  Montgomery,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Lieut.  Saun- 
ders, 2nd  dragoons,  and  150  discharged  volunteers 
came  passengers  in  the  New  Orleans. 

The  following  letters  are  from  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune: 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  25, 1847. 

The  Mexicans  here,  one  qnd  all,  denounce  Santa 
Anna  as  a coward,  a traitor,  and  every  thing  else 
that  is  bad ; and  I verily  believe  that  a majority  of 
them  would  rejoice  exceedingly  had  General  Scott 
captured  him  the  other  day  and  hung  him  upon  the 
first  limb  strong  enough  to  bear  his  weight.  That 
he  is  playing  them  false  you  cannot  beat  out  of  their 
heads — that  he  has  sold  the  battles  of  Buena  Vista 
and  Sierra  Gordo  for  a consideration  they  are  equal- 
ly confident,  and  in  proof  they  are  eternally  talking 
about  the  |3, 000, 000.  They  do  not  understand  why 
it  was  that  President  Polk  allowed  him  to  pass  freely 
into  Vera  Cruz  from  Havana,  unless  there  was  bribe- 
ry and  corruption  at  the  bottom. 

Oon-  Worth  otil]  rononins  at  PorolG,  where  he  haS 

near  2500  men.  Coi.  Martin  Scott,  with  the  5th  in- 
fantry arrived  last  evening  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  will 
proceed  to  join  Gen.  Worth. 

It  is  still  uncertain  when  a main  movement  of  the 
army  is  to  be  made.  The  want  of  transportation  is 
severely  felt,  for  with  his  present  means  General 
Scott  finds  the  greatest  difficulty  in  extending  the 
line  of  operations.  In  the  meantime,  small  parties 
of  ladrones  and  rancheros  are  committing  depreda- 
tions in  the  rear,  and  such  is  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try that  they  can  only  be  punished  with  the  greatest 
difficulty. 

P.  S.  Iinporlant! — 10  o'clock,  A.  M. — The  diligen- 
cia  or  stage  coach  is  just  in  from  the  city  of  Mexico, 
from  whence  they  have  received  papers  up  to  the 
22d  inst.  The  news  of  the  terrible  defeat  at  Sierra 
Gordo  bad  reached  the  capital,  and  astonish- 
ed and  overwhelmed  all  classes;  the  tone  of  the 
papers,  of  the  public  men,  and  of  the  congress  itself, 
would  also  show  that  it  had  served  to  inflame  the 
people  still  more  against  the  United  States. 

Anaya  has  been  appointed  provisional  president,  I 
believe,  and  has  been  gifted  with  full  powers  on  eve- 
ry point  except  that  in  relation  to  making  peace  with 
the  United  Stales— this  no  one  thinks  of.  Congresf , 
in  extraordinary  session,  has  even  declared  any  one  a 
traitor  who  talks  of  peace.  The  editor  of  El  Repub- 
licano  says  that  we  may  take  Puebla,  that  we  may 
even  capture  the  city  of  Mexico,  but  that  there  must 
be  no  peace. 

The  duly  of  the  people  is  to  see  their  cities  sacked 
and  destroyed,  and  themselves  immolated,  before 
they  talk  of  peace.  The  guerilla  system  of  warfare 
appears  to  be  recommended  on  all  sides  as  their  only 
salvation,  by  this  means  they  drove  out  the  Spaniards 
and  in  the  same  way  they  say  they  must  expel  the 
iniquitous  usurping  and  grasping  North  Americans 
from  their  sacred  soil.  Better  all  die,  and  be  blotted 
from  the  seals  of  nations,  than  come  to  any  terms  so 
long  as  a single  hostile  foot  is  on  their  soil  or  a 
hostile  vessel  is  on  their  coast — such  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  papers,  of  the  civil  bodies,  and  of  the 
military.  . , ■ u 

From  a passenger,  a Spaniard,  who  arrived  in  the 
diligencia,  we  learn  that  as  they  have  done  little  or 
nothing  towards  fortifying  Mexico.  He  also  says 
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that  there  is  a strong  party  in  favor  of  peace,  although 
the  members  hardly  dare  avow  themselves.  There 
are  no  regular  troops  of  consequence  on  the  route, 
and  all  those  who  escaped  at  Cerro  Gordo,  with  the 
esception  of  a portion  of  the  cavalry,  have  disperse- 
ed  in  every  direction. 

On  the  20th  April,  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  Santa  Anna’s  defeat,  Gen.  Mariano  Silas  called 
a meeting  of  officers  to  devise  some  measures  by 
which  to  preserve  the  nationifrora  utter  obliteration. 
No  one  here  thinks  that  the  Mexicans  can  ever  make 
another  stand,  and  give  another  great  battle,  but  the 
impression  is  prevalent  that  small  parties  will  be  or- 
ganized to  annoy  the  roads,  cut  off  supplies,  and  kill 
all  stragglers.  How  great,  in  this  case,  is  the  ne- 
cessity for  two  or  three,  or  even  one  regiment  of 
Texans. 

Col.  Martin  Scott  went  on  this  morning  with  the 
5th  infantry,  to  join  the  division  of  Gen.  Worth. — 
The  general  impression  now  is  that  Gen.  Scott,  un- 
able to  keep  up  his  communications  through  the 
tkrra  cnHenle  for  want  of  horses  and  transportation, 
will  cut  himself  loose  from  Vera  Cruz,  push  on  to 
wards  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  to  a certain  ex 
tent  depend  upon  the  natural  resources  of  the  conn 
try. 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  28,  1847. 

Among  other  rumors  brought  by  passengers,  is 
one  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bankhead,  the  British 
minister,  has  renewed  his  offers  of  mediation  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States,  and  that  when 
the  last  diligencia  left  the  city  of  Mexico  the  con- 
gress was  acting  upon  his  propositions,  whatever  they 
may  have  been.  Notwithstanding  the  fixed  and  de- 
nunciatory tones  of  the  public  press,  there  is  cer- 
tainly a peace  party  in  Mexico,  and  there  may  be 
something  in  this  report  of  English  intervention  in 
the  distracted  affairs  of  Mexico. 

C donel  Garland’s  brigade  left  the  castle  of  Perote 
yesterday  morning,  at  daylight,  for  Tepe  Agualca, 
and  will  reach  that  place  to-night.  Major  Smith’s 
light  battalion,  a troop  of  dragoons,  and  Col.  Dun- 
can’s battery  accompanying  Colonel  G.  We  learn 
here  that  Geo.  Worth  has  been  very  successful  in 
collecting  supplies. 

Vera  Cruz,  April  29,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  An  express  arrived  last  evening  from 
Liutenaht  Dixon  in  command  of  102  convalescent 
soldiers  from  the  hospitals  in  this  city  on  their  road 
to  join  their  respective  regiments  at  end  near  Jalapa, 
stating  that  the  party  had  been  attacked  by  about 
300  Mexicans. 

The  express  rider  met,  two  miles  this  aide  of 
where  he  left  Lieutenant  D.,  a train  of  about  forty- 
wagons,  in  charge  of  Captain  Crowgbawkfir.  Soma 
fears  are  entertained  for  a train  that  was  some  five 
or  six  hours  ahead  of  them. 

An  officer  of  the  army  who  left  Saltillo  on  the  14th  of 
April,  states,  says  the  N.  Orleans  Delta  of  the  6th,  that 
the  force  stationed  there  and  at  Buena  Vista,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Wool,  was  composed  of  the  1st  and 
2d  Illinois  regiments,  the  2d  Kentucky  regiment,  the  2d 
and  3d  Indiaiiians,  and  the  Arkansas  cavalry.  Tne  1st 
and  2d  Illinois  were  about  to  leave;  the  terra  of  enlist- 
ment of  the  whole  of  them  will  have  expired  between 
the  1st  and  20th  proximo. 

The  artillery  force  that  was  in  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  are  still  stationed  there,  as  are  also  Col.  May’s 
dragoons.  A squadron  of  the  latter,  numbering  some 
2U0,  under  Lieut.  Rucker,  made  a scout  in  the  adjoin- 
ing country.  They  found  Gen.  Minon  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Encarnacion,  at  the  head  of  a thousand  or  fif- 
teen hundred  lancers.  They  thought  to  draw  a fight 
from  Minon,  but  were  unsuccessful.  'I'hrec  of  the  party, 
who  separated  themselves  from  the  main  body,  got  kill- 
ed before  they  returned  to  camp,  by  some  prowling 
Mexicans  who  hung  about  their  lines. 

The  troops  at  Buena  Vista  and  Saltillo  were  in  excel- 
lent health;  and  the  wounded,  who  were  daily  visited 
by  Gen.  Wool,  and  who  saw  that  all  their  wants  were 
attended  to,  were  rapidly  improving.  With  the  wound- 
ed Mexicans,  who  are  in  a separate  hospital,  it  is  differ- 
ent. 'The  place  is  in  a most  filthy  condifion,  attended 
by  their  own  surgeons;  the  American  governor  of  the 
town  had  to  compel  the  alcalde  to  pay  more  attention  to 
their  wants  and  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  place. 

Gen.  Taylor  is  still  at  the  Walnut  Springs.  He  has 
heard  of  his  nomination  for  the  presidency  by  several 
presses  in  the  United  States,  but  avoids  referring  to  it  or 
saying  aught  about  it.  He  evidently  appears  chagrined, 
but  at  or  about  what  he  docs  not  communicate  to  those 
about  him.  Our  informant  left  his  camp  on  the  IStli 
ult. 

The  Kentucky  rifles,  who  were  then  at  the  Walnut 
Springs,  were  to  start  for  Camargo,  on  their  way  home, 
with  the  next  down  train. 

The  headquarters  of  Humphrey  Marshall’s  Kentucky 
cavalry  was  Cerraivo.  Tom  Marshall’s  company  was 
at  Camargo-  But  few  or  none  of  the  volunteers  will  re- 
enlist. 

Camargo,  April  16,  1847. 

There  is  no  longer  a doubt ol  Gen.  Taylor’s  intention 
to  advance  upon  San  Luis  Fotosi,  so  soon  as  he  can  ob 


tain  a sufficient  number  of  men  end  means  of  transpor- 
tation for  the  enterprise. 

I have  satisfied  myself  of  this  hv  the  general’s  reqiii 
sition  upon  the  quartermaster’s  department  for  a large 
number  of  India  rubber  bags,  calculated  to  carry  water. 
Several  thoitsands  of  these  were  yesterday  sent  up  in  a 
train.  Each  one  is  capable  of  Inlding  from  fmr  to  six 
gallons.  This  seems  to  mo  conclusive  evidence  of  a 
contemplated  march  through  the  waterless  country  be- 
tween Buena  Vista  and  San  Luis. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  di>bandment  nf  the  volunteers, 
whose  ter.m  of  service  is  shortly  expiring,  will  leave 
Gen.  Taylor  with  but  a verv  small  force.  Several  regi- 
ments of  Indiana.  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Kentucky,  and 
one  from  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  will  before  long  re- 
turn home.  The  Louisville  legion  is  just  now  embark- 
ing at  this  place  on  their  vvay  home.  You  will  perceive 
by  this,  that  unless  new  firces  are  sent  here,  it  is  scarce- 
ly probable  that  any  active  operations  will  take  place  in 
this  quarter. 

Camargo  is  almost  entirely  deserted  by  the  Mexicans. 
But  few,  and  those  in  the  government’s  employ,  are  re- 
maining. 

To-morrow  I start  for  Monterey.  It  is  believed  that 
Urrea,  with  a considerable  force,  is  still  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Marin,  a little  village  a short  distance  from 
Monterey.  Gen.  Taylor’s  orders  is,  that  no  smaller  bo- 
dies than  a thousand  ought  to  travel  between  the  two 
places. 


IRELAND. 


Daniel  O’Connell — so  long  alike  the  wonder  and 
the  puzzle  of  the  age — who  for  so  many  years  per- 
sonified and  controlled  all  Ireland,  the  most  difficult 
people  in  the  world  to  control— whose  eloquence 
charmed  no  less  than  his  sarcasm  scathed — the  great 
representative  of  “old  Ireland,’’ in  body  and  mind, 
has  become  suddenly  a wreck  of  both  frame  and 
intellect.  Accompained  by  son,  he  had  passed 
through  France  on  his  way  to  Italy,  at  latest  ac- 
counts of  him. 

Condition  of  the  people.  A Dublin  correspon- 
dent of  the  Standard,  writes,  dated  March  30th  1847. 

This  morning  an  English  friend  breakfasted  with 
me — William  Bennett,  formerly  of  London,  and  now 
of  Ross,  Herefordshire.  He  is  a wealthy  man,  and 
having  retired  from  business,  devotes  much  of  his 
time  and  money  to  the  promotion  of  good  things. — 
He  hasjust  now  returned  from  a tour,  much  of  which 
WES  performed  on  foot,  into  some  of  the  most  suffer- 
ing districts  of  .Mayo  and  Donegal.  He  declares 
that  in  the  former  of  these  counties — especially  upon 
the  sea  coast,  the  destituiion  and  misery  and  starva- 
tion are  such  as  cannot  be  imagined — and  that  so 

horrifio^  <Ji<I  hjr  thn  ai^hla  ho  eau/  >n  tho 

Muilet,  a peninsula  on  the  coast  of  Mayo,  that  he 
had  not  the  heart  to  write  the  description  of  it  for 
two  or  three  days.  On  Arranmore,  an  island  off 
the  coast  of  Donegal,  there  is  a vvretched  population 
of  about  15000  souls — the  only  employment  he  saw 
among  them  was  one  old  woman  knitting — all  the 
looms  idle,  not  a plough  in  the  field,  nothing  to  earn, 
no  seed,  no  means  to  do  anything — but  plenty  to  be 
done.  And  the  slate  of  things  he  thinks  more  likely 
to  get  worse  than  to  improve. 

The  same  writer  says:  “The  counties  of  Cork,  Ker- 
ry, Care,  Galway,  Mayo,  and  Donegal,  contain  the 
most  wretched  population.  These  all  be  along  the 
Atlantic  coast,’’ — and  it  is  in  this  district  that  the 
greatest  distress  is  experienced.  “To  the  horrors 
of  famine  is  now  added  those  of  pestilence;  at  this 
time  the  fever  is  Irightluily  prevalent  in  Cork.” 

The  Jamestown  was  to  sail  for  Boston  on  the  24ih 
April.  A member  of  Queen  Victoria’s  council, 
writes  in  reply  to  a gentleman  of  Boston.  “1  can 
positively  inform  you  that  every  facility  has  been 
given,  and  positive  instruction  sent  to  remit  duties 
on  the  Jamestown  and  other  vessels  arriving  with 
contributions  of  food  from  the  United  States,  and 
also  to  insure  their  being  conveyed  to  their  intended 
destination  subsequently,  without  additional  ex- 
pense.” 

Dr.  Lyons,  at  a large  and  very  respectable  meet- 
ing held  at  Cork,  expressed  a belief  that,  instead  of 
240,000  personshaving  died  in  Ireland  of  starvation, 
(a  statement  which  was  denied  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons,) more  than  thrice  that  number  had  perished 
from  actual  want!  Dr.  Collier  stated  that  “two 
million  quarters  of  grain  and  a million  heads  of  cat- 
tle had  left  the  country  (Ireland)  lately;”  a strange 
and  melancholy  fact,  tvhen  taken  in  connexion  with 
Dr.  Lyons’s  statement  that  at  least  two  millions  of 
people  would  be  swept  away  by  starvation. 

famine death — disease — DISTRESS  I.V  IRELAND. 

“The  Nation” — i'he  Dublin  organ  of  ‘Young  Ire- 
land,” has  a most  thrilling  editorial  of  which  vve 
have  room  for  the  following  extracts. 


The  LAST  RESOURCE.  It  is  calculated  by  the  Eng- 
lish ministry,  as  the  English  Spectator  declares,  that 
this  year’s  famine  will  Lll  two  millions  of  the  Irish 
people.  Two  millions!  Do  men  realize  to  them- 
selves that  tragic  fact?  Do  the)  know  what  it  means? 
Does  it  picture  to  their  minds  one  man  out  of  every 
four  living  in  Ireland  when  the  English  parliament 
met  to  legislate  for  our  “safety”  as  dead  or  doomed 
to  death.^  One  out  of  every  four!  Of  every  hundred, 
twenty  five;  an  entire  fourth  of  all  the  Irish  race  dying 
in  the  unspeakable  pangs  of  hunger.  No,  we  believe 
they  do  not  know  it.  A vague  feeling  of  the  enor- 
mous calamity  floats  in  men’s  minds,  but  a full  sense 
of  that  desolation  and  all  its  consequences  no  man 
seems  to  have  realized. 

» * * * * 

One  more  effort,  then  for  dear  Ireland,  now,  while 
this  generation  may  still  be  saved.  Let  us  meet 
together — all  ranks  and  classes  of  Irishmen — in  soma 
national  council,  and  take  measures,  once  for  all,  for 
our  redemption;  that  we,  too,  may  not  be  flung  into 
coffinless  graves,  amid  the  bitter  scorn  and  con- 
temptuous laughter  of  all  mankind. 


THE  PRESIDENCY— NATIONAL  CONVEN- 
TIONS. 


THE  GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE  POWER — CONSTITU- 
TIONAL REFORMS. 

President  Polk  was  inaugurated  on  the  4lh  March, 
1845.  He  came  into  the  administration  of  affairs 
with  a majority  of  his  political  friends  in  the  senate, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives just  elected,  were  of  the  same  party. 
For  the  first  time  for  a number  of  years,  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  government  harmonized,  including 
the  judiciary,  so  far  as  the  individual  politics  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  may  be  guessed  at  by 
their  previous  predilections.  So  formidable  an  array 
of  power  in  the  hands  of  one  party  can  seldom  oc- 
cur under  our  system  of  government,  unless  in  the 
course  of  its  workings,  it  shall  be  ascertained  that 
the  executive  influence  and  patronage  is  more  pre- 
ponderating than  it  was  designed  to  be  by  those  who 
framed  the  government,  or  than  would  be  safe  for  the 
republic.  Power  is  seductive.  The  liberties  of  a 
people  are  more  secure  when  adequate  checks  and 
balances  are  provided  against  its  undue  exercise. — 
Our  government  is  yet  too  recently  established  to 
have  furnished  conclusive  results  in  the  particular 
referred  to, — we  mean  the  extension  to  which  execu- 
tive power  is  susceptible  under  it.  We  are  yet 
young  as  a republic.  Our  system  of  governraeiU  is 
as  yet  Dui  an  exporiniein,  or  as  .vir.  ueiierson  napin- 
ly  phrased  it,  “we  are  in  the  full  tide  of  a success- 
ful experiment.” 

In  one  particular,  an  important  one  too,  the  exe- 
cutive power  has  recently  been  developed  to  an 
extent  which  few  had  imagined  it  suscepiible  of. — 
We  allude  to  the  power  of  making  war.  The  gene- 
ral impression  was,  that  the  sole  power  of  making, 
as  well  as  of  “declaring”  war,  was,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, reposed  in  congress.  Without  stopping  to  en- 
quire whether  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engag- 
ed, was,  or  was  not  provoked  by  our  enemy,  or  wa* 
not  rendered  inevitable  by  the  measures  pursued  by 
our  own  executive,  the  truth,  the  great  truth  has  un- 
questionably been  ascertained,  that  it  is  at  any  time 
in  the  power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
place  the  country  in  such  a posture  as  to  make  a 
war  inevitable. 

Another  development  of  executive  power  hag 
grown  into  an  importance  in  the  working  ol  our 
system,  which  had  not  been  anticipated.  We  allude 
to  the  VETO.  Startled  by  ascertaining  something  of 
the  extent  to  which  this  power  is  susceptible  of  be- 
ing abused,  able  and  patriotic  statesmen  have  sug- 
gested various  expedients  for  its  limitation.  We 
have  not  yet  become  a convert  to  the  necessity  fora 
change  in  the  fundamental  laws  with  this  view.  All 
that  we  have  heard  and  read  upon  the  subject,  only 
confirms  our  impression,  that  the  remedy  would  be 
worse  than  the  disease,  and  that  the  safe-cure,  is  to 
seek  for  safe  hands  in  which  a power  indispensable 
to  good  government  may  be  deposited.  Like  the 
pardoning  power,  a power,  by  the  abuse  of  which, 
the.  highest  criminal  offences  mny  be  licensed;  j/ct  it 
is  absolutely  indispensable  that  it  should  be  reposed 
somewhere.  In  adjusting  the  powers  of  a govern- 
ment, sufficient  for  the  legitimate  departments,  judi- 
cial, legislative,  and  executive  must  be  assigned,  to 
render  each  effective.  An  executive  without  ade- 
quate, as  well  as  appropriate  power,  would  be  as 
injurious,  if  not  as  dangerous,  as  an  executive  with 
too  much  power.  The  idea  of  cobbling  the  consti- 
liition  in  order  to  obviate  every  abuse,  is  lolly. 

The  great  maxim  cannot  be  too  generally  recog- 
nized, that  It  is  not  so  important  what  form  of  go- 
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TBrnmenl  we  have,  or  what  laws  we  are  governed 
by.  as  that  we  select  wise  and  good  men  to  admin- 
ister them.  And  for  the  plain  reason,  that  no  matter 
how  bad  the  laws  may  be,  good  men  will  contrive 
some  way  to  render  them  tolerable.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  matter  how  wholesome  laws  of  themselves 
or  systems  of  government  may  be,  bad  men,  if  en- 
trusted with  administering  them,  will  find  out  how 
to  abuse  them. 

Another  proposition,  to  change, — vve  will  not  say 
amend  the  constitution, — seems  at  present  to  be  ad- 
vocated by  both  of  the  great  political  parties.  We 
allude  to  limiting  eligibility  to  a single  term.  Some 
propose  that  the  term  in  that  case  should  be  extend 
ed  to  six  years.  Although  the  proposition  is  sanc- 
tioned by  great  men  and  by  great  numbers  of  men, 
we  are  opposed  to  a change  of  the  constitution  in 
this  particular.  We  would  let  well  enough  alone. 
As  to  abating  the  ardor  of  contests  for  execu- 
tive power,  instead  of  diminishing,  such  a change 
would  greatly  increase  it.  It  would  cure  no  one 
evil;  it  would  originate  evils  that  “we  know  not  of.” 
The  main  objection  to  the  change  is,  that  it  would 
unnecessarily  restrict  a free  and  enlightened  people 
from  exercising  one  of  their  first  of  privileges, — that 
of  selecting  whom  they  please  to  administer  the  go- 
vernment. It  is  akin  to  denying  them  the  right  to 
efibose  at  all.  The  very  man  that  of  all  others  the 
people  might  prefer, — the  man  who  had  learnt  the 
duties  of  the  office,  who  had  performed  them  faith- 
fully, who  had  the  advantage  of  experience,  an  ad- 
vantage of  some  value,  even  in  an  executive  depart- 
ment, the  man  that  the  country  might  undoubtedly 
confide  in,  as  they  did  in  Washington,  in  Jefferson, 
in  Madison, — that  man,  such  a restriction  would  not 
allow  the  people  to  have  the  services  of. 

History  teaches  that  no  republican  form  of  go 
vernment  which  has  too  much  restricted  the  right  of 
the  people  to  choose  vvhomsoever  they  pleased  for 
their  chief,  has  been  stable,  nor  yet  gave  satisfaction 
whilst  it  endured.  Half  a century’s  experience  un- 
der the  constitution  as  it  is,  has  not  furnished  us  with 
two  instances  in  which  the  people  after  re-electing  a 
president  for  a second  term,  have  repented  of  having 
done  so.  Wise  statesmen  and  good  patriots  are  not 
extinct. 

One  change  that  has  already  been  made  in  the  con- 
stitution, though  quite  harmless,  was  quite  unnecessa- 
ry. We  allude  to  the  amendment  which  was  brought 
forward  by  the  federal  party  at  the  time  Jerome  Bo- 
naparte  resided  in  this  country.  The  federalists  having 
throughout  the  political  contest  previously,  maintain- 
ed that  the  republican  parly  were  subservient  to  the 
French  interests,  affected  to  apprehend  that  Jerome 
migm  nnu  liis  way  lo  me  presidency  inrougn  ‘‘r'rench 
influence,”  and  they  therefore  propo'sed  an  amend 
ment  to  the  constitution,  making  foreigners  ineligi- 
ble to  that  office.  The  idea  of  the  leaders  of  the 
federal  parly  .probably  was,  that  the  democrats 
would  resist  the  alteration  proposed,  as  being  supe- 
rerogaiive,  a thing  entirely  unnecessary,  and  being 
predominant  at  the  lime,  thereby  dtf-  at  the  amend- 
ment, and  leave  lo  them  ihe  advantage  of  urging  that 
defeat  as  further  proof  of  French  influence. 

The  democrats,  lo  avoid  this  imputation,  conclud- 
ed to  carry  the  amendment,  and  it  was  adopted.  “It 
can  do  no  harm,”  was  what  reconciled  it  to  all. 

A written  constitution  has  its  uses  and  its  virtues; 
but  the  people  that  repose  their  liberties  upon  hav- 
ing a form  of  government  engrossed  upon  parchment, 
and  after  requiring  all  to  swear  to  iis  observanee, trust- 
ing to  ifseflicacy,  then  fall  asleep  as  if  secure  of  their 
liberties,  will  be  as  certain  of  finding  that  a Delilah 
bad  nursed  them,  as  ever  the  shorn  champion  of 
Israel  awakened  lo  imbeciliiy.  The  price  exacted 
by  High  Jieayeii  for  the  preservation  of  liberty, 
like  that  for  virtue,  is  unceasing  vigilance.  Ye  can- 
not/und  either.  Yesterday’s  apparent  integrity  is 
nn  unsafe  guarantee  for  latitude  to-day.  Like  man- 
pa,  the  daily  bread,  showered  from  heaven,  it  may 
not  be  hoarded; — “daily  shall  thou  gather  thereof.” 
A written  constitution  is  no  more  a reliance  for  li- 
berty and  good  government  than  is  a creed  a reliance 
for  piety  and  religion. 

“Vigilance?  What,  party  vigilance  do  you  allude 
to?” 

No.  Of  that  we  have  abundance,  such  as  it  is. 
It  is  individual  vigilance  alone,  upon  which  the  great 
superstructure  of  public  welfare  and  of  individual 
rights  can  be  safely  reposed.  'I  he  whole  republican 
system  has  its  foundation  in  this,  that  each  man  per- 
form bis  own  duties,  his  own  thinking,  as  well  as 
acting,  and  entrust  no  man  with  the  power  of  think- 
ing or  concluding  for  him,  where  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  think  and  conclude  for  himself. 

the  bight,  the  duty,  and  the  time  required  for 

WISELY  SELECTING  RULERS. 

E'ghteen  months  hence,  NoveniOer  1848.  the  elec, 
tion  lor  the  next  president  takes  place.  In  twelve 


months  from  the  present  month,  the  national  con- 
ventions of  delegates  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
respective  parties  that  may  think  proper  to  bring 
candidates  into  the  field  by  that  process,  usually  con- 
vene. The  selection  of  those  delegates,  of  course, 
must  be  made  at  primary  meetings  held  before  that 
time,  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  some  months  in 
advance.  The  mind,  the  will  of  the  people,  by 
whom  those  delegates  all  profess  to  be  chosen,  the 
popular  sentiment,  which  they  say  they  represent, 
and  which  they  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
expression  to,  ought,  by  this  time,  we  should  think, 
to  be  somewhat  exercised  upon  the  subject,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  something  like  a considerate  conclusion 
for  themselves,  befoie  they  delegate  to  others  the 
task  of  naming  candidates  for  the  most  important 
offices  known  to  our  government.  Nine  or  ten 
months  is  all  the  time  that  tho  people  of  lliese  United 
States  now  have,  that  is,  if  they  adhere  to  this  sys- 
tem of  national  convention  nominations.  Nine  or 
ten  months  now  is  all  the  lime  that  is  left  for  this 
whole  people  to  come  to  conclusions,  each  one  for 
himself,  whom  ?ic  would  prefer  to  have  named  for  the 
next  president  and  vice  president, and  whom  he  would 
entrust  with  the  very  responsible  duty  as  delegate  to 
the  national  convention  oT  naming  the  next  prefer- 
ence, if  his  first  choice  be  not  attainable. 

Step  abroad  into  community  to-morrow,  and  en- 
quire of  the  many,  composing  any  one  of  the  various 
parties  within  the  vast  circuit  of  this  Union;  enquire 
individually  of  the  people,  if  they  have  yet  consi- 
dered the  subject, — “have  you,  you  are  one  of  this 
people,  have  you  made  up  your  mind  whom  lo  vote 
for  as  the  next  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stales?  Have  you  tliought  upon  the  subject, 
— have  you  examined  the  character  and  pretensions 
of  the  several  candidates  for  yourself?  Have  you 
decided  into  whose  hands  you  think  it  would  be  safe 
to  entrust  the  destinies  of  the  country,  the  freedom 
of' the  people,  your  own  rights,  and  the  welfare  of 
your  children?” 

How  many  of  the  millions  that  compose  this  peo- 
ple, w hose  sentiments  are  to  be  expressed  by  dele- 
gates chosen  within  nine  or  ten  months  from  this 
time,  have  as  yet  turned  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, or  weighed  the  responsibilities  of  the  duties 
before  them? 

How  many  of  the  few  who  may  bo  prepared  with 
an  answer  as  to  their  first  preferences,  have  looked 
about  to  select  such  a safe  depository  of  their  senti- 
ments as  that  he  may  be  clothed  with  the  power 
of  waiving  that  choice,  and  of  selecting  for  them 
other  men  in  whom  they  may  as  safely  confide? 

Nine  or  ten  months  is  a brief  space  for  all  that  is 
inipiiea  in  a Que  preparation  tor  this  primary  duly. 

SVe  see  it  objected,  lhaleighleen  months,  from  now 
until  the  election,  is  loo  long  to  keep  the  country 
agitated  with  the  presidential  question. 

The  objectors  remember  to  forget,  that  the  na- 
tional conventions  that  are  lo  assemble  in  May  next, 
according  to  their  own  professions, — at  least,  accord- 
ing lo  the  purposes  for  which  they  assemble  and  pro- 
neunce  who  shall  be  the  candidates, — according  lo  the 
essence,  the  constitution  of  such  assemblies,  repre- 
sent the  popular  voice, a?  least  of  the  party.  They  would, 
one  and  all,  no  matter  which  party  they  are  attached 
to,  repudiate  the  idea  that  they  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  the  people.  They  convene 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  and  render- 
ing effective  the  will  of  the  people,  at  least  of  the 
people  that  they  represent  in  convention.  They 
don’t  pretend  to  make  opinions, — they  are  mere  de- 
legates, entrusted  with  the  duty  of  carrying  out  opi- 
nions. It  is  presumed  that  the  public  voice  had  been 
matured,  and  that  they  are  selected  as  exponents  of 
that  voice. 

The  public  sentiment  must  be  formed,  the  mind 
and  will  of  the  people  must  be  ascertained,  at  least 
for  themselves,  belore,  and  the  primaiy  impulse 
must  be  given  in  the  selection  of  delegates  lo  the 
national  convention. 

The  convention  embodies  that  impress,  gives  it 
voice  and  lone.  Such  at  least  is  the  theory. 

The  few  montlis  intervening  between  the  an- 
nouncements of  the  conventions  and  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, are  not,  according  to  the  system,  lo  be  appro- 
priated lo  determining  whom  to  elect.  That  has  been 
already  decided,  so  far  as  the  party  have  a voice. — 
So  far  as  each  and  every  faithful  member  of  the 
party, — we  speak  of  all  parlies,  who  hold  and  ad- 
here to  national  nomination  conventions, — so  far  as 
the  parly  and  every  faithful  member  of  the  party  is 
concerned,  the  choice  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent is  deleriniiied  m tlie  May  conventions.  The 
whole  of  the  campaign  is  thereafter  assigned  over  to 
the  politicians  to  fight  it  out  between  the  respective 
moininees. 

Is  not  this  the  true,  the  invariable  working  of  the 
system? 


True,  those  of  the  people  who  do  not  adhere  rigid- 
ly to  party,  those  that  can  be  influenced  to  quit  par- 
ly if  they  do  not  approve  of  the  parly  nominee  or 
the  party  proceedings,  and  think  proper  to  exercise 
their  own  discretion  in  the  premises,  may  be  operat- 
ed upon  between  May  and  November  1848;  but  parly 
men  are  bound.  Their  decision  has  been  made. — 
The  election  of  president  and  vice  president,  so  far 
as  they  have  a voice,  is  concluded.  They  have  only 
to  carry  out,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  tlie  decision  al- 
ready made. 

THE  SYSTEM  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

Not  only  have  the  people  between  this  and  the 
period  for  electing  delegates  to  the  national  conven- 
tions, to  determine  whom  they  will  prefer  for  the  of- 
fices of  president  and  vice  president,  and  whom  they 
can  safely  trust  to  name  for  them  the  r second  or  third 
ciioice,  if  their  first  preference  be  not  successful,  not 
only  these  grave  considerations,  but  the  system,  the 
constitution,  if  we  may  so  call  it,  of  national  con- 
ventions, the  principles  upon  which  they  are  con- 
ducted, and  the  rules  that  are  to  irifluence  their  de- 
terminations, certainly  require  some  consideration 
of  the  people  that  are  to  be  bound  by  their  results. 

National  nominating  conventions  may  be  abused. 
Politicians  may  contrive  to  subvert  the  legiihnate 
purposes  for  which  they  are  presumed  to  be  assem- 
bled. Instead  of  carrying  out  the  views  of  a majo- 
rity of  the  party,  and  of  expressing  the  public  voice, 
so  far  as  the  party  itself  is  concerned,  they  may  bo 
so  contrived  as  to  insure  the  defeat  of  the  majority 
and  efl'ect  the  triumph  of  a minority,  or  even  of  a 
fraction,  (not  to  say  faction.) 

The  enquiry  is  naturally  suggested  here,  whether 
the  old  favorite  maxim,  that  the  majority  ought  to 
govern,  shall  be  abandoned,  and  the  two-thirds,  or 
three-fourths,  or  any  other  arbitrary  proportion 
which  may  answer  the  particular  occason,  shall  be 
substituted,  as  the  rule  whereby  a choice  shall  be 
made? 

We  may  recur  to  the  past  for  instruction  on  this 
theme.  Time  was,  before  national  nominating  con- 
ventions ever  assembled  in  this  country,  that  nomi- 
nations of  president  and  vice  president  were  made 
by  congressional  conventions.  The  members  of  con- 
gress, senators,  and  representatives  of  the  respec- 
tive parties,  assembled  in  conventions  and  nominated 
candidates  for  the  respective  parties  to  which  they 
were  attached,  and  they  were  recognixed  and  voted 
for  accordingly. 

The  tendency  to  the  abuse  of  such  a power  was 
soon  developed.  Members  of  the  legislature  became 
president-makers,  and  the  executive  was  fast  merg- 
ing into  consequent  subserviency-  Public  sentiment 
as  to  who  should  be  the  candidates,  became  a secon- 
dary consideration.  At  the  mo  iient  that  no  question 
could  be  entertained  as.  to  .the  public  voice,  a difler- 
ent  candidate,  one  unthoiightof  by  tlie  people  gene- 
rally, was  on  the  very  eve  of  succeeding  to  a nomi- 
nation, and  was  at  a subsequent  period,  when  belter 
known,  nominated,  contrary , as  it  was  thought,  to  the 
public  sentiment.  Congressional  nominating  con- 
ventions were  instantly  denounced,  and  had  to  be 
abandoned  in  consequence. 

They  were  very  reluctantly  abandoned  by  many 
well  meaning  men,  under  the  full  pursuasion  that  it 
was  idle  to  expect  that  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of 
the  Union  would  consent  lo  leave  their  homes  and 
their  occupations,  and  travel  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment to  make  a nomination,  and  then  return  home 
without  having  any  compensation,  travelling  expen- 
seSj  or  per  diem  for  their  services. 

This  was  the  most  formidable  objection  that  the 
anti-congressional  conventionist  had  to  encounter  at 
that  period.  We  have  lived  lo  see  the  public  spirit 
of  our  citizens  rise  sufficiently  above  that  imputation 
at  least. 

But  national  conventions,  as  well  as  congressional 
conventions,  may  be  abused.  They  may  be  made 
dangerous  machinery  in  the  hands  of  scheming  poli- 
ticians, and  will  be  made  so  very  soon  too,  unless 
the  unceasing  vigilance  of  a people  jealous  of  their 
own  prerogative,  is  duly  exercised.  Whenever  na- 
tional  conventions  shall  assume  to  mske  spinions  for 
the  people,  or  shall  ask  the  people  to  wait  until  they 
shall  direct  them  whom  lo  clioose  lor  rulers,  they  be- 
come worse  than  useless, — they  become  seriously 
dangerous. 

To  prevent  this,  as  well  as  other  abuses,  it  is  in- 
dispensable that  the  people  should  look  lo  their  pro- 
ceedings and  to  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which 
they  are  to  be  conducted.  A radical  error  in  this  par- 
ticular, may  not  only  ultimately  subvert  the  whole 
system,  but  lead  in  the  mean  time  lo  a sad  prostitu- 
tion of  what  the  people  intended  to  be  a very  whole- 
some plan  of  carrying  out  their  views. 

Ought  not  the  minds  of  the  people  to  be  made  up 
upon  this  subject,  so  as  to  be  distinctly  expressed  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  carried  out  by  their 
delegates  to  the  national  conventions? 
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If  ihestf  positions  be  true, — if  the  people  h ive  but 
eight  or  ten  months  at  furthest  within  which  to  can- 
TasB  this  whole  subject,  to  esa  nine  the  tendencies 
of  conventions  that  assemble  without  either  consti- 
tutional or  parliamentary  restrictions,  other  than 
they  may  choo'se  to  adopt  for  the  occasion,  and  free 
to  adopt  any,  however  subversive  of  recognized  po- 
litical maxims,  whether  it  be  not  requisite  to  arrest 
abuses  by  timely  instructions  from  the  delegating 
power,-— if,  again,  the  power  has  to  be  delegated  to 
others,  in  case  a first  preference  be  unattainable,  of 
naming  the  second,  or  the  third  preference,  the  cau- 
tion that  should  be  exercised  in  making  a trustworthy 
delegate  for  so  responsible  a task, — and  again,  and 
above  all,  if  the  task  has  not  yet  been  seriously  set 
about  of  examining  the  pretensions  of  the  several 
prominent  individuals  from  whom  it  is  probable  a 
selection  will  be  made, — in  other  words,  if  each  in- 
dividual as  one  of  the  people,  is  not  yet  prepared  to 
answer  for  himself,  and  to  instruct  his  delegate  to 
the  national  convention  that  is  to  meet  in  May  next, 
if  he  has  not  canvassed  the  subject  and  made  up  his 
mind,  is  it  not  time  that  he  should  commence  the 
task,  if  he  intends  to  fulfil  it  conscientiously? 

There  is  one  candidate  contemplated  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  for  the  presidency,  who  has  taken  open 
ground  against  national  nominating  conventions,  and 
whose  friends  it  is  understood,  will  not  send  dele- 
gates, or  consider  themselves  bound  by  any  proceed- 
ings of  such  a body.  VVe  allude  to  Mr.  Calhoun. 

The  same  party  stood  in  the  same  attitude  during 
the  last  presidential  canvass,  and  yet  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  exercised  quite  as  much  influence  in 
the  decisions  of  the  convention  which  nonriinaled  the 
luccessful  candidate,  and  perhaps,  more,  than  any 
section  of  the  party  that  elected  him.  They  rejoic- 
ed heartly  at  the  selection  made,  and  at  once  ratifi- 
ed the  informal  pledge  which  was  given  to  the  con- 
vention on  their  behalf. 


WAR  W'lTH  MEXICO. 
BATTLE  OF  CERRO  GORDO. 

OFFICIAL. 

Orders  issued  by  General  Scott  the  evening  before 
the  battle  of  the  ]8lh: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Plan  dd  Rio,  April  17,  1847. 

The  enemy’s  whole  line  of  entrenchments  and 
batteries  will  be  attacked  in  front,  and  at  the  same 
time  turned  early  in  the  day  to-morrow — orobablv 
before  10  o’clock  A.  M.  i J 

The  second  (Twiggs’)  division  of  regulars  is  al- 
ready advanced  within  easy  turning  distance  towards 
the  enemy’s  left.  That  division  has  instructions  to 
move  forward  before  daylight  to-morrow,  and  take 
up  position  across  the  National  Road  in  the  enemy’s 
rear  so  as  to  cut  oflf  a retreat  towards  Jalapa.  It  may 
be  reinforced  to-day,  if  unexpectedly  attacked  in 
force, by  regiments— one  ortwo— -taken  from  Shields’ 
brigade  of  volunteers.  Jf  not,  the  two  volunteer  re- 
giments will  march  for  that  purpose  at  daylight  to- 
morrow morning  under  Brigadier  General  Shields, 
who  will  report  to  Brigadier  General  Twiggs  on 
getting  up  with  him,  or  the  general  in  chief,  it  ha  be 
in  advance. 

The  remaining  regiment  of  that  volunteer  bri- 
gade will  receive  instructions  in  the  course  of  this 
day. 

The  first  division  of  regulars  (Worth’s)  will  follow 
the  movements  against  the  enemy ’s  left  at  sunrise 
to-morrow  morning. 

As  already  arranged,  Brigalier  General  Pillow’s 
brigade  w ill  march  at  6 o’clock  to-morrow  morning 
along  the  route  he  has  carefully  reconnoitred,  and 
stand  ready  as  soon  as  he  hears  the  report  of  arms 
on  our  right,  or  sooner  if  circumstances  should 
favor  him,  to  pierce  the  enemy’s  line  of  batteries 
at  sue:,  point — the  nearer  the  river  the  better— as 
he  may  select.  Once  in  the  rear  of  that  line,  he  will 
turn  to  the  right  or  left,  or  both,  and  attack  the  bat 
teries  in  reverse,  or,  if  abandoned,  he  will  pursue  the 
enemy  with  vigor  until  further  orders. 

Wall’s  field  battery  and  the  cavalry  will  beheld 
in  reserve  on  the  National  Road,  a little  out  of  view 
and  range  ol  the  enemy’s  batteries.  They  will  take 
up  that  posit  on  at  9 o’clock  in  the  morning. 

The  enemy’s  batteries  being  carried  or  aban- 
doned, all  our  divisions  and  corps  will  pursue  with 
vigor. 

Phis  pursuit  may  be  continued  many  miles  until 
stopped  by  darkness  or  fortified  positions  towards 
Jalapa.  Consequently,  the  body  of  the  army  will 
not  return  to  this  encampment;  out  be  followed  to- 
morrow afternoon,  or  early  the  next  morning,  by  the 
baggage  trains  of  the  several  corps.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  feebler  officers  and  men  of  each  corps  will 
be  lelt  to  guard  its  camp  aiid  its  etlects,  and  to  load 


up  the  latter  in  the  wagons  of  the  corps.  A comman- 
der of  the  present  encampment  will  be  designated  in 
the  course  of  this  day. 

As  soon  as  it  shall  be  known  that  the  enemy’s 
works  have  been  carried,  or  that  the  general  pur- 
suit has  been  commenced,  one  wagon  for  each  re- 
giment and  one  for  the  cavalry  will  follow  the 
movement,  to  receive,  under  the  directions  of  medi- 
cal officers,  the  wounded  and  disabled,  who  will  be 
brought  back  to  this  place  for  treatment  in  general 
hospital. 

The  surgeon  general  will  organize  this  important 
service  and  designate  that  hospital,  as  well  as  the 
medical  officers  to  be  left  at  it. 

Every  man  who  marches  out  to  attack  or  pursue 
the  enemy  will  take  the  usual  allowance  of  ammu 
nition,  and  subsistence  for  at  least  two  days. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott. 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A.  Gen. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Plan  del  Rio,  fifty  miles  from  Vera  Cruz, 

April  19,  1847. 

Sir;  The  plan  of  attack  sketched  in  general  or- 
ders No.  Ill,  was  finely  executed  b/  this  gallant 
army,  before  two  o’clock,  P.  M.,  yesterday.  We 
are  quite  embarrassed  with  the  results  of  victory — 
prisoners  of  war,  heavy  ordnance,  field  batteries, 
small  arms,  and  accoutrements.  About  3,000  men 
laid  down  their  arms  with  the  usual  proportion  of 
field  and  company  officers,  besides  five  generals, 
several  of  them  of  great  distinction,  Pinson,  Jar- 
rero.  La  Vega,  Noriega,  and  Obando.  A sixth  ge- 
neral, Vasquez,  was  killed  in  defending  the  batte- 
ry, (tower)  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  Mexican  army, 
the  capture  of  which  gave  us  those  glorious  re- 
sults. 

Our  loss,  though  comparatively  small,  in  num- 
bers, has  been  serious.  Brigadier  General  S fields, 
a commander  of  activity,  zeal,  and  talent,  is,  1 fear, 
if  not  dead,  mortally  wounded.  He  is  some  five 
miles  from  me  at  the  moment.  The  field  of  opera- 
tions covered  many  miles,  broken  by  mountains  and 
deep  chasms,  and  1 have  not  a report,  as  yet,  from 
any  division  or  brigade.  T wiggs’  division,  followed 
by  Shield’s  (now  Colonel  Baker’s)  brigade,  are  now 
at  or  near  Xalapa,  and  Worth’*  division  is  in  route 
thither,  all  pursuing,  with  good  results,  as  I learn, 
that  part  of  the  Mexican  army;  perhaps  six  or  seven 
thousand  men,  who  fled  before  our  right  had  carried 
the  tower,  and  gained  the  Xalapa  road.  Pillow’s 
brigade  alone,  is  near  me  at  this  depot  of  wounded, 
sick,  and  prisoners,  and  1 have  time  only  to  give  from 

him  iho  nemoo  oC  1..!  I .ip.iiipnnnt  if-  R-  NeLson.  nnd 

2d  C.  G.  Gill,  both  of  the  second  Tennessee  foot 
(Haskell's  regiment)  among  the  killed,  and  in  the 
brigade  106,  of  all  ranks,  killed  or  wounded. — 
Among  the  latter,  the  gallant  brigadier  general  him- 
self has  a small  wound  in  the  arm,  but  not  disabled, 
and  Major  R.  Farqueson,  2J  Tennessee;  Captain  H. 
F.  Murray,  2d  Lieut.  G.  T.  Sutherland,  1st  Lieut. 
W.  P.  Haile,  (adjutant)  all  of  the  same  regiment, 
severely,  and  Isi  Lieut.  W.  Yearwood,  mortally 
wounded.  And  1 know,  from  personal  observation 
on  the  ground,  that  1st  Lieut.  Ewell,  of  the  rifles,  if 
not  now  dead,  was  mortally  wnunilnd,  io  entering 
sword  in  hand,  the  entrenchments  around  the  cap- 
tured tower. 

Second  Lieut.  Derby,  topographical  engineers,  1 
also  saw,  at  the  same  place,  severely  wounded,  and 
Captain  Patten,  2d  United  States  infantry,  lost  his 
right  hand.  Major  Sumner,  2d  United  Slates  dra- 
goons, was  slightly  wounded  the  day  before,  and 
Captain  Johnson,  topographical  engineers  (now  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  infantry)  was  very  severely  wound- 
ed some  days  earlier  while  reconnoilering.  1 must 
not  omit  to  add  that  Captain  Mason  and  2d  Lieu- 
tenant Davis,  both  of  the  rifles,  were  among  the 
very  severely  wounded  in  storming  the  same  tower. 

1 estimate  our  total  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
may  be  about  250,  and  that  of  the  enemy  350.  In 
the  pursuit  towards  Xalapa  (twenty-five  miles  hence) 
1 learn  we  have  added  much  to  the  enemy’s  loss  in 
prisoners,  killed  and  wounded.  In  fact,  i suppose 
his  retreating  army  to  be  nearly  disorganized  and 
hence  may  haste  to  follow,  in  an  hour  or  two,  to  pro- 
fit by  events. 

In  this  hurried  and  imperfect  report  I must  not 
omit  to  say  that  Brigadier  Gener-il  Twiggs,  in  pass- 
ing the  mountain  range  beyond  t^erro  Gordo,  crown- 
ed with  the  tower,  detached  from  his  division,  as  1 
suggested  the  day  before,  a strong  force  to  carry 
that  height,  which  commanded  the  Xalapa  road  at 
the  fool,  and  could  not  fail,  if  carried,  to  cut  oH' 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  enemy’s  forces  from  a 
retreat  in  any  direction.  A portion  of  the  first  ar- 
tillery, under  the  often  distinguished  Brevet  Colonel 
Childs,  the  3d  inlaiiliy,  under  Captain  Alexander, 
the  7th  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Plym- 
lon,  and  the  rifles,  under  Major  Loriiig,  all  under  the 


temporary  command  of  Colonel  Harney,  21  dra- 
goons, during  the  confinement  to  hi.s  bed  of  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  P.  F.  Smith,  composed  that  de- 
tachment. 

The  style  of  execution,  which  I had  the  pleasure 
to  witness,  was  most  brilliant  and  decisive.  The 
brigade  ascended  the  long  and  difficult  slope  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  without  shelter,  and  under  the  tremendous 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  with  the  utmost  stea- 
diness, reached  the  breastworks,  drove  the  enemy 
from  them,  planted  the  colors  of  the  1st  artillery,  3d 
and  7th  infantry — the  enemy’s  flag  still  flying— and 
alter  some  minutes  of  sharp  firing,  finished  the  con- 
quest with  the  bayonet. 

It  is  a most  pleasing  dulv  to  say  that  the  highest 
praise  is  due  tu  Harney,  Childs,  Plympton,  Loring, 
Alexander,  their  gallant  officers  and  men,  for  this 
brilliant  service,  independent  of  the  great  results 
which  soon  followed. 

Worth’s  division  of  regulars  coming  up  at  this 
time,  he  detached  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  C.  F.  Smith, 
with  his  light  battalion,  to  support  the  assault,  but 
not  in  time.  The  general,  reaching  the  lower  a few 
minutes  before  me,  and  observing  a white  flag  dis- 
played from  the  nearest  portion  of  the  enemy  towards 
the  batteries  below,  sent  out  Colonels  Harney  and 
Childs  to  hold  a parley.  The  surrender  followed  in 
an  nour  or  two. 

Maj.  Gen.  Patterson  left  a sick  bed  to  share  in  the 
dangers  and  fatigues  of  the  day;  and  after  the  sur- 
render went  forward  to  command  the  advance  forces 
towards  Xilapa. 

Brigadier  Gen.  Pillow  and  his  brigade  twice  as- 
saulted with  great  daring  the  enemy’s  line  of  batte- 
ries on  our  left;  and  though  without  success,  they 
contributed  much  to  distract  and  dismay  their  imme- 
diate opponents. 

President  Santa  Anna,  with  Generals  Canalizo  and 
Almonte,  and  some  six  or  eight  thousand  men,  es- 
caped towards  Xalapa  just  before  Cerro  Gordo  was 
carried,  and  before  I’wigg’s  divison  reached  the  na- 
tional road  above. 

1 have  determined  to  parole  the  prisoners officers 

and  men — as  1 have  not  the  means  of  leeling  them 
here,  beyond  to-day,  and  cannot  afiord  to  detach  a 
heavy  body  of  horse  and  foot,  with  wagons,  to  ac- 
company them  to  Vera  Cruz.  Our  baggage  train 
though  increasing,  is  not  half  large  enough  to  give 
an  assured  progress  to  this  army.  Besides  a great 
number  of  prisoners  would  probably  escape  from  the 
escort  in  the  long  and  deep  sandy  road,  without  sub- 
sistence— ten  to  one  we  shall  find  many  again  out 
of  the  same  body  of  men,  in  the  ranks  opposed  to  us 

Not  one  of  the  Vera  Cruz  prisoners  is  believed  in 
have  been  in  tne  lines  oi  uerro  u-bruo.  Some*six  M 

the  officers  highest  in  rank  refuse  to  givq  their  pa- 
roles, except  to  go  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  thence  perhans 
to  the  United  Stales.  ‘ 

The  small  arras  and  their  accoutrements,  being  of 
no  value  to  our  army  here  or  at  home,  I have  order- 
ed them  to  be  destroyed;  for  we  have  not  the  means 
of  transporting  them.  I am,  also,  somewhat  embar- 
rassed with  the pieces  of  artillery — all  bronze 

—which  we  have  captured.  It  would  take  a bri- 
gade, and  half  the  mules  of  this  army,  to  transport 
them  fifty  miles.  A field  battery  I shall  take  for 
service  with  the  army;  but  the  ftaavy  metal  must 
be  collected,  and-  left  here  for  the  present.  We 
have  our  own  seige  train  and  the  proper  carriages 
with  us.  ° 

Being  much  occupied  with  the  prisoners,  and  all 
the  details  of  a forward  movement,  besides  lookin’- 
to  the  supplies  which  are  to  follow  from  Vera  Cruz’ 

1 have  lime  to  add  no  more— intending  to  be  at 
Xalapa  early  to-morrow.  We  shall  not,  probably 
again  meet  with  serious  opposition  this  side  of  Perote 
— certainly  not,  unless  delayed  by  the  want  of  the 
means  of  transportation. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  high  respect 
your  most  obedient  servant,  * ’ 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — 1 invite  attention  to  the  accompanying  let- 
ter to  President  Santa  Anna,  taken  in  his  carria»-e 
yesterday;  also  to  his  proclamation,  issued  on  hea°r- 
ing  that  we  had  captured  Vera  Cruz,  &c.,  in  which 
he  says:  “If  the  enemy  advance  one  step  more,  the 
national  independence  will  be  hurried  in  the  abyss 
of  the  past.’’  VVe  have  taken  that  step.  W.  S. 

I make  a second  postscript,  to  say  that  there  is 
some  hope,  I am  happy  to  learn,  that  Gen.  Shields 
may  survive  bis  wounds. 

One  of  the  principal  motives  for  paroling  the  pri- 
soners of  war  is  to  diminish  the  resislance°of  other 
garrisons  in  our  march.  w.  S. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  secretary  of  war. 

MEXICAN  operations. 

General  Morales,  who  so  long  as  he  was  allowed 
to  command,  gallantly  defended  Vera  Cruz,  as  well 
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as  General  Landero,  who  surrendered  the  cily  and 
the  castle,  were  innmediately  put  under  arrest  by 
Santa  Anna,  and  ordered  to  Guanajuata. 

The  following  address  was  issued  by  Santa  Anna 
before  quitting  the  capital. 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  ^nna,  president  ad  interim  rf 
the  Mexican  Republic,  to  his  compatriots. 

Mexicans!  Vera  Cruz  is  already  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy.  It  has  suceumbed.  not  under  the  influence 
of  American  valor,  nor  can  it  even  be  said  that 
has  fallen  under  the  impulses  of  their  good  fortune 
To  our  shame  be  it  said,  we  ourselves  have  produc- 
ed this  deplorable  misfortune  by  our  own  intermina 
bJe  discords. 

The  truth  is  due  to  you  from  the  government;  you 
are  the  arbiters  of  the  fate  of  our  country.  If  ou 
country  is  to  be  defended,  it  will  be  you  who  wi 
stop  the  triumphant  march  of  the  enemy  who  now 
occupies  Vera  Cruz.  If  the  enemy  advance  one  step 
more  the  national  independence  will  be  baried  in 
the  abyss  of  the  past. 

I am  resolved  to  go  out  and  encounter  the  enemy 
What  is  life  worth,  ennobled  by  the  national  grati 
tude,  if  the  country  suffers  under  a censure  the  slain 
of  which  will  rebound  upon  the  forehead  of  every 
Mexican! 

My  duty  is  to  sacrifice  myself,  and  I well  know 
how  to  fulfil  it!  Perhaps  the  American  hosts  may 
proudly  tread  the  imperial  capital  of  Azteca.  I will 
never  witness  such  an  opprobrium,  for  1 am  decided 
first  to  die  fighting! 

The  momentous  crisis  has  at  length  arrived  to  the 
Mexican  republic.  It  is  as  glorious  to  die  fighting 
as  it  is  infamous  to  declare  ourselves  conquered  with- 
out a struggle,  and  by  an  enemy  whose  rapacity 
as  lar  removed  from  valor  as  from  generosity. 

Mexicans!  You  have  a religion — protect  it!  You 
have  honor — then  free  ourselves  from  infamy!  You 
love  your  wives,  your  children — then  liberate  them 
from  American  brutality!  But  it  must  be  by  action, 
not  by  vain  entreaty  nor  barren  desires,  with  which 
the  enemy  must  be  opposed.  The  national  cause  is 
infinitely  just,  although  God  appears  to  have  desert- 
ed us;  but  His  ire  will  be  appeased  when  we  present, 
as  an  expiation  of  our  errors,  the  sentiments  of  true 
patriotism  and  of  a sincere  union.  Thus  the  Al- 
mighty will  bless  our  efforts,  and  we  will  be  invin- 
cible; for  against  the  decision  of  eight  millions  of 
Mexicans  of  what  avail  are  the  efforts  of  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  Americans,  when  opposed  by  the  fiat  of 
divine  justice? 

Perhaps  1 speak  to  you  for  the  last  lime!  I pray 

YOU  In  mpl  On  nnt  vAr.illatM 

and  slavery;  and  if  the  enemy  conquer  you,  at  least 

they  will  respect  the  heroism  of  your  resistance 

It  is  now  time  that  the  common  defence  should  alone 
occupy  your  thoughts!  The  hour  of  sacrifice  has 
sounded  its  approach!  Awaken!  A tomb  opens  at 
your  feet!  Conquer  a laurel  to  repose  on  it! 

The  nation  has  not  yet  lost  its  vitality.  I swear 
to  you  I will  answer  for  the  triumph  of  Mexico  if 
unanimous  and  sincere  desires  on  your  part  second 
my  desires.  Happy  will  have  been,  a thousand  times 
happy,  the  unfortunate  event  at  Vera  Cruz,  if  the 
destruction  of  that  city  may  have  served  to  infuse 
into  the  Mexican  breast  the  dignity  and  the  generous 
ardor  of  a true  patriotism.  I'hus  will  the  country 
have  been  indubitably  saved.  But  if  the  country 
succumb,  she  will  bequeath  her  opprobrium  and 
her  censure  to  those  egotists  who  were  not  ready 
to  defend  her;  to  those  who  traitorously  pursued 
their  private  turmoils  to  trample  upon  the  national 
banner. 

Mexicans!  Your  fate  is  the  fate  of  the  nation! 

Not  the  Americans,  but  you,  will  decide  her  destiny. 
Vera  Cruz  calls  for  vengeance!  Follow  me,  and  wash 
out  the  stain  of  her  dishonor. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

Mexico,  March  31,  1847. 


The  feud  between  the  party  at  the  head  of  which 
had  been  the  vice  president,  Gomez  Farias,  and  the 
party  of  revolutionists,  had  been  restrained  so  long 
as  Santa  Anna  was  present,  but  it  becomes  necessa- 
ry for  congress  to  decide  who  should  succeed  to 
authority  during  the  absence  of  the  president  from 
the  capital.  Santa  Anna  was  probably  inclined  in 
favor  of  Gomez.  A majority  of  the  congress  were 
opposed  to  him,  but  tlie  constitution  was  impera- 
tive. By  its  provisions  the  vice  president  was  enti- 
tled to  the  charge  of  government  during  the  ah- 
sence  of  the  president.  To  obviate  this  diflTiculty, 
a bill  was  brought  in  declaring  the  vice  presidency 
created  by  the  act  of  the  21st  of  December,  1846, 

suppressed.  A violent  debate  on  Uie  bill  ensued. 

The  vole  was  taken  on  the  31si  of  March,  and  stood, 
fur  the  proposition  38,  against  it  35. 


Decree. — The  next  day  April  1st  a decree  was 
passed,  granting  the  provisional  president  of  the 
republic  permission  to  lake  command  of  the  army 
in  person,  suppressing  the  vice  presidency  of  the 
republic,  and  authorising  congress  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  provisional  president  during  his  absence,  and, 
finally,  ordering  that  the  legislature  of  the  state  on 
the  15th  of  May,  shall  proceed  to  elect  a president 
of  the  republic,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  in 
the  constitution  of  1824,  except  that  they  shall  vote 
for  one  individual  only. 

This  decree  was  passed,  and  congress  at  once 
pioceeded  to  the  choice  of  a substitute  for  the  pre- 
sident. Senor  Don  Pedro  Anaya  received  60  votes, 
and  Almonte  11  votes,  when  the  members  voted  by 
person.  The  vote  was  18  to  3 when  voting  bv 
stales.  ^ ■' 

The  pronunciados  consen'ed  to  lay  down  their 
arms.  There  had  been  no  fighting  for  some  days. 

April  2d — Anaya  look  the  oatns  and  assumed  the 
duties  of  office,  dispensing  with  all  ceremonies  of 
visits,  &c.  in  order  to  attend  to  pressing  business.— 
He  appears  to  be  popular. 

Santa  Anna  left  the  capital  at  2 P.  M.  for  the 
frontier. 

April  3d — President  Anaya  held  a consultation 
with  officers  and  others  to  decide  upon  the  necessity 
o(  fortifying  the  capital.  Officers  of  the  engineers 
were  direi-ied  to  prepare  a plan. 

The  clergy  of  the  archbishopric  of  Mexico  have 
bound  themselves  to  the  government  for  a million 
and  a hall  of  dollars,  payable  monthly.  The  clergy 
of  the  difrerent  bishoprics  are  to  do  the  same. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Citizen  Pedro  Maria  t^naya.  President  substitute  of  the 
Republic,  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mexicans:  At  a moment  in  which  the  loss  of  Ulua 
and  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  which  the  danger  of  the  capi- 
tal itself  obliges  the  worthy  president  of  the  repub- 
lic to  vacate  the  government  and  take  command  of 
the  army,  the  vote  of  the  representatives  oi  the  peo- 
ple has  committed  to  me  the  executive  power  of  the 
Union. 

Ever  devoid  of  ambition,  and  deeply  penetrated 
with  the  terrible  difliculty  of  existing  circumstances, 
the  imperious  force  of  duty  alone  could  impel  me 
to  accept  the  responsibility.  But  a citizen  and  a 
soldier,  I owe  to  my  country  the  sacrifice  of  repose, 
of  life,  and  even  of  my  reputation.  The  voice  of  pa- 
triotism cries  to  me  that  it  is  necessary  to  save  our 
country  or  to  perish. 

Ti—  -hi,.!,  oc.aaiaces  Mexico  is  lor  us  the 
sacred  of  causes  The  world  contemplates 
with  disgust  our  neighbors  of  the  north  converted 
into  conquerors,  to  gain  possession  of  a territory 
which  the  lailh  of  treaties,  which  rights  the  most 
worthy  of  respect  assure  to  us.  Never  was  there 
a defence  more  legitimate,  never  a war  more  ne- 
cessa.y.  In  it  every  thing  is  at  slake — our  honor,  as 
well  as  our  national  existence;  the  present  and  the 
future. 


my  life,  liberty,  the  republic,  and  federation  have 
been  my  cau.se;  this  cause  I am  going  to  defend,  not 
to  forget;  to  this  iny  power,  my  blood  is  to  be  de- 
voted. 

Upon  the  banners  of  the  enemy  ia  inscribed  uXo 
conquer  or  die:”  and,  in  order  that  our  country  may 
be  independent,  that  the  cause  of  our  race  may  tri- 
umph, it  is  necessary  to  oppose  to  this  fatal  inscrip- 
tion “Force  and  Liberty;”  it  is  necessary  that  our 
arms  should  thrust  forth  the  enemy  from  our  terri- 
tory, and  that  our  institutions  should  restrain  them 
upon  the  frontier.  Destined  to  a permanent  rival- 
ry, it  IS  necessary,  in  order  to  struggle  with  them, 
that  we  become  great  and  strong  by  that  power  which 
rules  the  universe — toe  power  of  democracy  and  civi- 
lization. 

In  accepting  pow'er  I have  sworn  to  defend  our 
independence  and  our  institutions.  The  oath  is  sa- 
cred. The  nation  can  confide  in  my  loyalty  and  my 
honor.  But  these  are  not  sufficient  to  save  us;  the 
situation  is  difficult,  and  I should  not  have  consented 
to  accept  the  government,  had  I not  hoped  to  be 
able  to  unite  all  our  etforts  against  the  common  ene- 
my. Independence  demands  the  co-operation  of  all 
Mexicans,  the  sacrifice  of  all  animosities,  the  exer- 
cise of  every  virtue,  the  exertion  of  all  our  ener- 
gies. 

Let  the  nation  rise  up  united;  let  it  enter  upon 
the  struggle  with  the  vigorous  enthusiasm  of  the  days 
of  independence,  and  then  the  Vandals  who  have 
threatened  us  shall  repent  their  rash  iniquity.  Vic- 
tory will  crown  our  exertions,  and  we  shall  speedi- 
ly have  a nationality  assured,  a name  worthy  of  re- 
spect, a permanent  existence  secured.  If,  in  the 
hour  of  danger  and  of  sacrifice,  we  imitate  the  lofty 
virtues  and  the  indomitable  valor  of  our  fatheri, 
Mexico  will  be  saved. 

PEDRO  MARIA  ANAYA. 

Mexico,  April  3,  1847. 

An  address  to  the  army,  published  the  same  day, 
breathes  the  same  spirit. 


The  territory  we  have  lost,  the  cities  which  have 
been  bombarded,  the  blood  which  has  so  profusely 
flowed  in  this  war,  all  constrain  us  to  prosecute  it 
undismayed  by  reverses.  It  is  necessary  to  prove 
mat  our  name  ranks  with  justice  among  those  of  the 
free  people  of  the  universe.  Let  us  accept  the  trial 
to  which  providence  subjects  us— that  Irom  great 
crises  nations  are  regenerated. 

This  people  cannot  think  of  peace,  because  it  in- 
volves its  consent  to  the  dismemberment  of  our 
country ; it  cannot  think  of  the  disgrace  of  our  name, 
because  the  unworthy  thought  would  proclaim  that 
Mexico,  incapable  of  showing  her  valor  and  endur- 
ing sacrifices,  is  at  the  disposal  of  every  people  w ho 
can  bombard  her  cities  and  march  an  army  upon  her 
territory.  After  such  disgrace  our  independence 
would  be  a derision,  our  nationality  a transitory  act. 
War,  then,  is  the  cry  of  the  people;  war  is  the  policy 
ol  the  government. 

To  wage  it  successfully  but  one  element  is  neces 
sary  union.  Too  long  has  our  strength  been  wast- 
ed in  senseless  conflicts;  it  is  necessary  to  unite  the 
whole  against  the  foreigner.  In  the  name  of  the 
country,  I conjure  all  Mexicans  that  they  rally 
around  the  sacred  standard  of  independence  and 
the  republic;  that  they  cease  from  those  perni- 
cious divisions  which  facilitate  the  projects  of  the 
invader,  which  excite  smiles  of  criminal  joy  in 
those  who  count  upon  erecting  a foreign  throne 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  conquered  and  humiliated 
country. 

Mexicans:  I have  not  accepted  power  for  the  tri- 
umph of  any  party.  The  government  thinks  only 
upon  the  common  salvation.  In  its  eyes  all  gene- 
rous opinions  are  worthy  of  respect;  all  republi- 
cans are  good  sons  of  the  country.  Throughout 


DEFENCE  OF  THE  CAPITAL. 

On  the  5th  of  April  Senor  Gamboa  addressed  the 
Mexican  congress  to  the  following  effect: 

Gentlemen:  Vera  Cruz  has  succumbed,  and  it  has 
been  indicated  that  an  army  of  9 000  to  10,000  men 
is  marching  to  the  interior  of  this  republic.  This, 
as  it  has  been  seep  by  every  one  of  us,  has  caused  a 
ge.nerai  sensation,  and  it  is  feared  that  at  the  end  of 
the  present  month  or  beginning  of  the  next  the  Van- 
dalic  array  of  North  America  will  reach  the  capital 

of  our  republic,  la  consequonoo  of  this  it  has  been 
suggested  to  remove  Ihe  sovereign  congress  to  ano- 
ther place,  and  several  measures  have  been  propos- 
ed, but  none  of  these  have  reference  to  furtilyingor 
putting  our  city  in  a proper  state  ol  delcnce,  or  of 
making  any  sacrifices  which  patrictisra  may  require, 
in  order  to  offer  a proper  defence.  It  is  feared,  how- 
ever, that  a resistance  may  be  useless;  that  ail  will 
give  up  to  the  impulse  of  the  enemy;  and,  lastly, 
that  our  beautiful  and  cuslly  buildings  will  be  de- 
stroye  1 and  the  city  ruined.  1 do  not  know  how  any 
such  ihitig  could  be  expected;  and,  even  if  1 should 
see  the  city  ol  Mexico  taken  by  that  handful  of  ad- 
venturers, 1 would  still  doubt  my  eyes.  1 flatter 
myself  that  the  army  that  General  Santa  Anna  is 
now  commanding  will  undoubtedly  sustain  the  glory 
of  the  nation;  and  this  1 believe,  not  from  what 
the  love  of  our  country  makes  me  believe,  but  from 
the  conviction  of  my  mind,  free  from  all  partiality. 

General  Santa  Anna  lakes  wiih  him  an  iirniy,com- 
posed  of  5,000  men  brought  from  San  Liiis,|ot  3,000 
which  we  have  seen  taking  up  the  line  of  march  a 
few  day  s ago,  and  of  2,000  which  will  join  him  near 
Jalapa;  in  all  more  than  10,000  men.  It  is  to  be 
presumed,  likewise,  that  a multitude  of  National 
Guards  from  the  slates  of  Mexico  and  Puebla,  and 
the  jarochada  (rabble)  from  the  department  of  Vera 
Cruz,  will  join  him. 

I’he  enemy’s  army,  according  to  information  from 
every  person  who  lias  seen  it,  lias  only  about  5,000 
regulars,  and  Ihe  remaining  forces  are  composed  of 
banditti,  wiltiout  the  slightest  knowledge  ol  iiiiliiary 
tactics,  without  iristrucuon  of  any  description,  with- 
out confidence,  and  generally  easily  leriified. 

And  is  It  possible  to  imagine  tliai  only  by  its  pow- 
erful artillery  the  enemy  will  conquer  and  extermi- 
nate our  troops?  I hope  that  the  God  of  justice 
cannot  aflord  a visible  piolection  to  these  banditti, 
the  blind  instruments  ol  perversity,  and  ol  the  most 
barbarous  usurpation  which  could  be  found  in  mo- 
dern and  aiiciuit  history.  But  should  it  be  decreed 
by  providence  that  we  must  sufl'er  this  blow,  and 
that  we  should  once  again  taste  of  the  cup  of  bitter- 
ness, will  this  be  a motive  why  we  should  leave 
open  and  unprotected  the  gales  of  our  capital,  and 
allow  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  ihe  very  heart  of 
our  republic,  to  carry  on  their  customary  depreda- 


NIL1<:S’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  15,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


169 


tions?  I would,  in  no  case,  recommend  such  a course, 
and  will  urge  the  necessity  of  defending  ourselves, 
and  of  opposing  them  with  all  the  strength  and  re- 
sources we  have  at  hand,  should  such  an  unfortunate 
event  lake  place. 

Let  us  suppose  for  a moment  that  the  American 
army,  without  losing  a single  man,  should  arrive 
even  within  sight  of  this  city,  would  it  be  possible 
that  9,  10,  15,  or  even  20,000  men  should  cause  a 
city  of  more  than  250,000  inhabitants  to  surrender.’ 
If  such  a thing  should  happen — if  we  should  con- 
sent to  such  a surrender  without  the  strongest  resis- 
tance— the  whole  world  would  forever  refer  to  us 
as  an  example  of  the  vilest,  most  cowardly,  and  con- 
temptible race  on  earth,  and  we  should  not  deserve 
from  any  nation  the  slightest  regard  or  compassion. 
I will  not  propose  what  I would  wish  to  see — that 
is,  that  the  Mexicans  should  imitate  the  Numidians 
and  Carthagenians,  when  attacked  by  the  Homans 
in  ancient  times;  or  should  follow  the  example  of 
the  memorable  Saragossa,  which,  under  the  com- 
mand of  that  great  hero,  Palafox,  was  reduced  to  a 
pile  of  ruins,  burying  100,000  combatants  beneath 
them;  but  I do  wish  to  see  that  we  should  do  what 
has  been  done  throughout  the  world  on  similar  occa- 
sions— that  is,  we  that  shall  resist  the  enemy  to  the 
last  possible  extreme. 

Paris,  in  1814,  did  not  capitulate  against  the  whole 
forces  of  Russia,  Prussia,  England,  and  Austria, 
until  it  had  suffered  considerable  losses  under  Gene- 
rals Marmont  and  Mortier.  That  same  city,  Paris, 
after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  where  the  immortal 
Napoleon  lost  forever  his  glory,  endeavored  to  de 
fend  herself  against  the  immense  torrent  that  threa- 
tened to  destroy  her,  and,  organizing  an  army  with 
the  divisions  of  Generals  Davousl  and  Grouchy, 
they  still  fought  hard  battles  at  Sevres  and  Izly. — 
Even  Madrid,  the  capital  of  the  nation  to  which  we 
were  once  united,  did,  by  herself,  resist  the  power- 
ful army  that  France  sei.t  against  her;  and,  notwith- 
standing her  oppression,  a popular  movement  was 
formed  against  the  French,  and  there  Murat  exer- 
cised his  most  bloody  vengeance. 

And  can  it  be  imagined  that  the  Mexicans  will  be 
frightened  and  quail  at  the  sight  of  a handful  of  ad- 
venturers? Such  a conquest  would  surprise  the 
world  more  than  that  which  Cortez  obtained  over 
the  Empire  of  Montezuma;  for  at  that  time  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  cause  this  city  to  surrender, 
that  it  should  be  besieged  by  more  than  200,000 
Tlascaltecs,  united  with  the  Spaniards,  and  that 
every  resources  of  subsistence  should  have  been  ex- 
hausted. And  at  that  time  the  natives  had  not  the 
incomparable  means  of  defence  which  we  now  pos- 
aess — means  which  I will  not  mention  here — as  by  so 
doing  i suppose  it  would  be  an  insult  to  persons  of 
common  sense. 

In  accordanve  with  what  I have  here  manifested, 
1 am  of  opinion  that  the  city  should  be  immediately 
put  in  a stale  of  defence,  and  this  is  the  object  of 
my  first  proposition. 

I also  beg  that  congress  should  not  be  removed, 
unless  the  extreme  case  should  arrive  of  the  occu- 
pation of  the  city  by  the  enemy.  My  object  is  not 
to  request  of  the  representatives  of  Mexico  to  repeat 
belore  the  world  the  pathetic  scene  of  the  Romans, 
when  Brennus,  general  of  the  Gauls,  attacked  Rome 
— when  sitting  in  open  ground  in  their  council  chairs, 
they  awaited  the  enemy  and  challenged  the  death 
which  they  received.  1 repeat  that  this  is  not  my 
desire,  but  I wish  that  we  may  not  act  on  the  oppo- 
site extreme — deserting  this  place  with  a shameful 
hurry — that  we  may  remain  here  until  the  moment 
when  prudence  and  necessity  should  dictate  that  we 
must  move  elsewhere,  os  in  similar  cases  has  been 
done  by  civilized  assemblies. 

When  the  Spaniards,  had  nearly  lost  all  their 
Peninsula,  a regency  was  established  at  Cadiz,  which 
convoked  the  Cories  of  the  kingdoai,  and  immedi- 
ately promulgated  the  political  constitution  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  These  events  took  place  in 
the  midst  of  the  bombs  and  shells  which  the  French 
army  was  throwing  into  the  city,  and  when  they 
were  (unsuccessfully)  besieged  by  Gen.  Victor. 

In  France,  when  the  allies  conquered  for  the  first 
lime,  the  senate  did  not  change  its  residence,  and  in 
its  stead  constituted  a provisional  government. — 
The  like  happened  after  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  and 
the  chamber  of  representatives  appointed  a commis- 
aion  of  government,  of  which  Fouche  was  the  presi- 
dent. 

All  foreign  nations  have  their  eyes  fixed  on  our 
war.  And  wh6l  judgment  can  we  expect  them 
to  form  of  our  valor  and  our  cause,  if  we  are 
thrown  into  a sudden  dismay  and  disquietude?  It  is 
utterly  necessary,  for  this  very  reason,  that  we 
should  by  our  extraordinary  efforts  prove  the  justice 
of  our  rights;  and,  lastly,  we  must  show  that  we  come 
from  the  inconquerable  Spanish  race,  and  that  we 
have  ia  our  veins  the  blood  of  Guatimozin,  Hidalgu, 


Morelos,  and  thousands  of  others,  who  shed  the  last  ■ 
drop  of  it  in  honor  and  defence  of  their  ct  unlry,  and 
who  taught  us  by  their  examples  the  course  we  are 
to  pursue.  These  considerations  have  caused  me  to 
make  the  following  proposals  to  congress. 

“1st.  That  our  government  will  proceed  imme- 
dial'-ly  to  place  the  city  in  a manner  fit  to  resist  the 
invasion  of  the  North  Americans.  2d.  That  every 
power  which  may  be  considered  necessary  for  this 
object  shall  be  granted  to  the  executive.  3d.  That, 
should  the  means  of  resistance  be  exhausted,  and 
the  capital  be  occupied  by  the  Americans,  congress 
will  meet  where  the  president  sliould  determine. — 
4lh.  When  the  removal  of  congress  shall  be  deter- 
mined, any  majority  will  be  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute it. 

“GA.MBOA. 

“Mexico,  April  5th,  1847.” 

Mexico. — The  editors  of  the  Spanish  paper  La 
Patria,  of  New  Orleans,  have  received  city  of  Mex- 
ico papers  to  the  10th  April. 

The  Mexican  congress  had  passed  a decree,  which 
is  published  on  the  10th  to  the  following  effect: 

1st  In  order  to  carry  on  the  war,  which  our  na- 
tion wages  against  the  United  Slates  of  the  norlli, 
all  the  Mexicans  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  here- 
by summoned  to  enrol  themselves  immediately. 

2d.  The  government  will  publish  the  necessary 
rules  and  instructions,  in  order  to  make  effective  the 
organization  of  the  National  Guards,  according  to 
what  is  established  in  part  XIX,  article  50th  of  the 
constitution. 

3d.  The  executive  may  dictate  any  measures  which 
may  be  considered  necessary  in  order  to  use  all  ttie 
arras  and  ammunition  which  may  be  in  possession  of 
private  individuals,  and  which  may  not  be  employed 
by  the  police  or  National  Guards:  also  for  the  use  of 
wagons,  baggage,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  and 
any  other  articles  or  utensils  which  may  be  necessa- 
ry for  the  fulfilment  of  this  object,  providing  always 
the  means  of  indemnification,  &c. 

A meeting  of  the  principal  citizens  look  place  on 
the  8th  April,  when  they  unanimously  agreed  to  es- 
tablish the  “guerilla”  system  for  resisting  the  North 
Americans.  These  resolutions  were  made  known  to 
the  government  and  to  congress,  the  respective  bo- 
dies, in  order  to  start  immediately  for  the  mountains, 
passes,  and  cliffs. 

Among  the  persons  signing  the  propositions  we  see 
the  names  of  many  prominent  lawyers,  military,  and 
other  public  men.  3'he  papers  have  before  announc- 
ed this  as  the  means  of  saving  the  nation,  and  sus- 
taining Mexican  independence. 

All  the  papers  are  filled  with  appeals  to  the  citi- 
zens, and  one  of  them  asks — “can  it  be  possible,  that 
among  eight  millions  of  Mexicans  we  cannot  find  a 
sufficient  number  of  patriotic  and  determined  men, 
who  will  resist  the  enemy  that  is  invading  our  soil 
without  the  least  regard  to  our  rights?” 

“army  of  occupation.” 

In  the  New  Orleans  Delta  of  the  2d  n, slant,  we 
find  the  following  general  description  of  the  battle, 
founded  on  information  furnished  by  Capt.  Hughes, 
of  the  Topographical  corps: 

On  the  arrival  of  the  other  division  of  the  army 
at  the  encampment  of  General  Twiggs,  on  the  16ih 
of  April,  Gen.  Scott,  after  taking  a reconnoissance 
of  the  enemy’s  works,  determined  to  storm  them. — 
The  position  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  regarded 
by  them  as  impregnable,  and  truly  to  any  other  than 
American  soldiers  it  must  have  appeared  an  insur- 
mountable and  impracticable  undertaking  to  carry 
it  by  storm  or  take  it  by  strategy. 

The  road  from  Vera  Cruz,  as  it  passes  the  Plan 
del  Rio,  which  is  a wide  rocky  bed  of  a once  large 
stream,  is  coinmandeu  by  a series  of  high  cliffs  rising 
one  above  the  other,  and  extending  several  miles, 
and  all  well  fortified.  'J'he  road  then  debouches  to 
the  right,  and  curving  around  the  ridge,  passes  over 
a high  clifl',  which  is  completely  enfiladed  by  forts 
and  batteries.  This  ridge  is  the  commencement  of 
the  Tierra  Templada — the  upper  or  mountainous  coun- 
try. The  high  and  rocky  ravine  of  the  river  protec- 
ted the  right  dank  of  the  position,  and  a series  of 
most  abrupt  and  apparently  impassable  mountains 
and  ridges  covered  iheirleft.  Between  these  points, 
running  a distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  a succession 
of  strongly  fortified  forts  bristled  at  every  turn,  and 
seemed  to  defy  all  bravery  and  skill.  The  Cerro 
Gordo  commanded  the  road  on  a gentle  declination, 
like  a glacis,  for  nearly  a mile.  An  approach  in 
that  direction  was  impossible.  A front  attack  must 
have  terminated  in  the  almost  entire  annihilation  of 
our  army,  But  the  enemy  expected  such  an  attack, 
confiding  in  the  desperate  valor  of  our  men,  and 
believing  that  it  was  impossible  to  turn  their  position 
to  the  right  or  left.  Gen.  Scott,  however,  with  the 
eye  of  a skilful  general  perceived  the  trap  set  for  him, 


and  determined  to  avoid  it.  He  therefore  had  a 
road  cut  to  the  right,  so  as  to  escape  the  front  fire 
from  the  Cerro,  and  turn  his  position  on  the  left 
flank.  This  movement  was  made  known  to  the  en- 
emy by  a deserter  from  our  camp,  and  consequently 
a large  increase  of  force  under  Gen.  Vega  was  sent 
to  the  forts  on  their  left.  Gen.  Scott,  to  cover  his 
flank  movements,  on  the  17th  of  April  ordered  for- 
ward Gen.  Twiggs  against  the  fort  on  the  steep  as- 
cent, in  front  ami  a little  to  the  left  of  the  Cerro. 
Col.  Harney  commanded  this  expedition,  and,  at  the 
head  of  the  rifles  and  some  detachments  ol  infantry 
and  artillery,  carried  this  position  under  a heavy 
fire  of  grape  and  musketry.  Having  secured  this 
position  in  front  and  near  the  enemy’s  strongest  for- 
tification, and  having,  by  incredible  labor,  elevated 
one  of  our  large  guns  to  the  top  of  the  fort,  Gen. 
Scott  prepared  to  follow  up  his  advantages.  A 
demonstration  was  made  from  this  position  against 
another  strong  fort  in  the  rear,  and  near  the  Cerro, 
but  the  enemy  were  considered  too  strong,  and  the 
undertaking  was  abandoned.  A tike  demoiistralioii 
was  made  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  next  day,  the  18th,  General  Twiggs  was  or- 
dered forward  from  the  position  he  had  already  cap- 
tured against  the  fort  which  commanded  the  Cerro. 
Simultaneously  an  attack  on  the  fortifications  on  the 
enemy’s  left  was  to  be  made  by  Generals  Shields’ 
and  Worm’s  divisions, ho  moved  in  separate  co- 
lumns, whilst  General  Pillow  advanced  against  the 
strong  forts  and  difficult  ascents  on  the  right  of  the 
enemy’s  position.  The  enemy  fully  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Scott’s  intended  movement,  had  thrown  large 
bodies  of  men  into  the  various  positions  to  he  attack- 
ed. The  most  serious  enterprise  was  that  of  Twiggs, 
who  advanced  against  the  main  fort  that  commanded 
the  Cerro.  Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  difficult 
than  this  undertaking.  The  -teep  and  rough  character 
of  the  ground,  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy  in  front, 
and  the  cross  fire  of  the  forts  and  batteries  which 
enfiladed  our  lines,  made  the  duty  assigned  to  Gen. 
I'wiggs  one  of  surprising  difficulty.  Nothing  prevented 
our  men  from  being  utterly  destroyed  but  the  steep- 
ness of  the  ascent  under  which  they  could  shelter.— 
But  they  sought  no  shelter,  and  onward  rushed  against 
a hailstorm  of  balls  and  musket  shot,  led  by  the  gal- 
lant Harney,  whose  noble  bearing  elicited  the  ap- 
plause of  the  whole  army.  His  conspicuous  and 
stalwart  frame  at  the  head  ot  his  brigade,  his  long 
arm  leading  his  men  on  to  the  charge,  his  sturdy 
voice  ringing  above  the  clash  of  arms  and  the  din  of 
conflict,  attracted  the  attention  and  admiration  alike 
of  the  enemy  and  our  own  army.  On,  on,  he  led  llie 
columns,  whose  front  lines  melted  before  the  enemy’s 
fire  like  snow  flakes  in  a torrent,  and  staid  not  their 
course  until,  lea|)iiig  oier  the  rocky  barriers  and 
bayoneting  their  gunners,  they  drove  the  enemy  pell 
iiiell  from  the  fort,  delivering  a deadly  fire  into  their 
ranks,  from  their  own  guns,  as  they  hastily  retired. 
This  was  truly  a gallant  deed,  worthy  the  Chevalier 
Bayard  of  our  array,  as  the  intrepid  Harney  is  well 
syled.  Gen.  Scott,  betvi'een  whom  and  Col.  Harney 
there  had  existed  some  coolness,  rode  up  to  the  Col. 
alter  this  achievement,  and  remarked  to  him,  “GjI. 
Harney,  1 cannot  now  adequately  express  my  aiJini- 
ralion  ol  your  gallant  achievement,  but  at  the  proper 
time  I shall  lake  great  pleasure  in  thanking  you  ia 
proper  terms.”  Harney  with  the  modesty  ot  true 
valor,  claimed  the  praise  as  due  to  his  officers  and 
men.  Thus  did  the  division  of  the  gallant  veteran 
Twiggs  carry  liie  main  position  of  tile  enemy  and 
occupy  the  fort  which  commanded  the  road.  It  was 
here  the  enemy  received  their  heaviest  loss,  and  their 
Gen.  Vasqiiez  was  killed. 

A little  after,  Gen.  Worth  having,  by  great  ex- 
ertions, passed  the  steep  and  cragg)  lieigiils  on  the 
enemy’o  left,  summoned  a strong  tort  m the  rear  of 
the  Cerro  to  surrender.  Tins  tort  was  manned  by  a 
large  force  under  Gun.  Piiizon,  a mulatto  officer  of 
considerable  ability  and  courage,  who,  seeing  the 
Cerro  carried,  thouglil  prudent  to  surrender,  whicii 
he  (lid,  with  all  his  force.  Gen.  Shields  was  not  so 
lortunale  in  the  battery  which  he  attacked,  and  which 
was  commanded  by  Gen.  La  Vega.  A heavy  fire  was 
opened  on  him,  under  which  itie  tort  was  carried 
with  some  loss  by  llie  gallant  Illinuisiuii s,  under 
Baker  and  Bennett,  supported  by  Uie  New  Yorkers, 
under  Burnett.  Among  those  vvtio  fell  under  this 
fire  was  the  gallant  general,  who  received  a grape 
shot  through  his  lungs,  by  wliioh  he  was  completely 
paralyzed,  and,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  in  a linger- 
ing stale.  On  llie  enemy's  right,  Gen.  Pillow  coiii- 
menced  the  attack  against  the  strong  (bris  near  the 
river.  The  Tennesseans,  under  Haskell,  led  '.he 
column,  and  lha  other  vulunleer  regiments  followed. 
This  column  unexpectedly  eiieounlered  a heavy  fire 
from  a masked  battery,  by  wlucti  Haskell’s  regiment 
was  nearly  cut  to  pieces,  and  ihe  other  volunteer  i egi- 
meiits  were  severely  handled.  Gen.  Pillow  wiin- 
drew  his  men,  and  was  preparing  for  auulhur  aUack 
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when  the  operations  al  the  other  points  having  proved 
successful,  the  enemy  concluded  to  surrender.  Thus 
the  victory  was  complete,  and  four  generals  and 
about  5,000  men  were  taken  prisoners  by  our  army. 
One  of  their  principal  generals,  and  a large  number 
of  other  officers,  killed. 

The  Mexican  force  on  this  occasion  certainly  ex- 
ceeded our  own.  The  Mexican  officers  admitted 
that  Santa  Anna  had  8 000  men  in  the  lines,  and 
6,000,  including  2,000  lancers,  outside  of  the  in- 
trenchments.  Gen.  Scott’s  force  was  about  8,000, 
Gen.  Quitman’s  brigade  not  having  arrived  in  lime 
to  take  part  in  the  engagement.  Gen.  Ampudia  was 
second  in  command  of  the  Mexicans,  and  superin- 
tended the  operations  of  the  enemy.  WhentheCerro 
was  carried  he  was  seen  retreating  on  a fine  white 
charger,  his  hat  falling  off  as  he  galloped  away. — 
Many  of  the  Mexicans  escaped  by  a bye- path  which 
runs  off  from  the  main  road  between  the  Cerro  and 
the  fort  carried  by  Gen.  Worth.  As  to  Santa  Anna 
and  Canalize,  they  retreated  in  time  to  escape  by 
the  main  road.  Their  conduct  was  regarded  as  most 
cowardly.  Some  of  the  Mexican  officers  who  were 
taken  prisoners  do  not  hesitate  lo  attribute  their 
defeat  to  the  cowardice  or  corruption  of  Santa  Anna. 
The  force  of  the  enemy  was  composed  of  their  best 
soldiers.  The  infantry  that  fought  so  well  at  Buena 
Vista,  all  the  regular  artillerists  of  the  republic,  in- 
cluding several  able  naval  officers,  were  present. — 
Some  of  the  officers  whom  Gen.  Scott  released  at 
the  capitulation  of  Vera  Cruz,  without  extorting  the 
parole  on  account  of  their  gallantry,  were  lound 
among  the  killed  and  wounded.  A gallant  young 
officer  named  Halzinger,  a German  by  birth,  who 
extorted  the  admiration  of  our  army  in  the  bombard- 
ment of  Vera  Cruz,  by  seizing  a flag  which  was  cut 
down  by  our  balls  and  holding  it  up  in  his  hand  until 
a staff  could  be  prepared,  had  been  released  by  Gen. 
Scott  without  a parole.  He  was  fouiKTamoiig  the 
desperately  wounded  at  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  enemy’s  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was 
about  as  large  as  our  own;  but,  in  addition  to  this, 
the  loss  of  6,000  prisoners  and  some  of  their  best 
officers.  Our  army  captured  about  thirty  pieces  of 
beautiful  brass  cannon,  of  large  caliber,  and  mostly 
manufactured  al  the  Royal  Foundry  of  Seville.  A 
large  quantity  ol  fixed  ammunition,  of  very  superior 
quality,  was  also  taken.  The  private  baggage  and 
money  chest  of  Santa  Anna,  containing  $20,000,  was 
also  captured.  The  latter  was  delivered  over  to  the 
pay  master.  The  volunteers  who  were  employed  in 
carrying  the  specie  into  camp  cracked  many  a joke 
over  the  prospect  of  being  soon  paid  off  in  Mexican 
coin  and  free  of  expense  to  Uncle  Sam. 

When  our  forces  had  carried  the  various  positions 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  road  was  cleared.  General 
Twiggs  started  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  Santa 
Anna,  and  pressed  close  upon  his  heels.  A strong 
position,  five  miles  west  of  Cerro  Gordo,  fortified 
and  delended  by  a fine  battery  of  long  brass  guns, 
was  abandoned  by  the  enemy  and  occupied  by  our 
troops.  Gen.  I'wiggs  bivouacked  willuii  three  miles 
of  the  lovely  town  of  Jalapa. 

In  concluding  our  imperfect  sketch  of  this  bril- 
liant achievement,  we  cannot  sufficiently  express 
our  admiration  of  the  extraordinary  deeds  of  our 
gallant  army  and  able  general.  Scarcely  a month 
has  elapsed  since  our  troops,  under  Scull,  landed  on 
the  enemy’s  shores.  In  that  time  a strong  walled 
city  has  been  captured,  together  with  an  impregna 
ble  fortress;  a pitched  battle  has  been  fought  under 
the  most  formidable  natural  defences;  twelve  thou- 
sand prisoners  have  been  taken,  incluLiing  some  half 
a dozen  general  officers;  five  hundred  sjilendid  can- 
non, amt  an  immense  amount  of  muiiiliuns  of  war 
have  been  added  lo  the  national  iropliies.  Truly, 
such  results  are  glorious  testimonials  of  the  valor  of 
our  soldiers,  and  of  the  skill,  gallantry,  and  perse- 
verance of  the  accomplished  general  who  led  them. 

pRisuKEKS.  A list  of  Mexican  officers  captured  at 
Cerro  Gordo,  on  the  ISih  April,  who  have  Kivea  their 
parole  of  honor  to  report  ilifinsclves  without  delay  to 
the  commandant  of  ilie  Amencaii  Ibrces  at  Vera  Cruz 
as  prisoners  of  war: 

Jose  M.  Jarero,  biigadier  general. 

Romulo  de  la  Ve:;a,  brigadier  genera!. 

F.  Ruiz  y Baraiida,  captain  ol  JVlexican  riarvy,  com- 
manding ariillery. 

Vicente  Areuellea,  captain  artillery. 

Jose  Ma.  Mata,  captain. 

Jose  Ma.  Gallegos,  commanding  grenadiers. 

Mariano  Camacho,  1st  lieut.  artillery. 

liarthome  Aniable,  2d  lieut  artillery. 

Jose  K.  Cobarubiar,  2d  lieut.  artillery. 

Jose  de  Lastor  Bras  y Seller,  lieut.  col.  battalion  de  la 
liberiad. 

Jose  Nunez,  capt.  6ih  regt.  infantry. 

Jose  Ma.  Moreno,  capt.  6th  regt.  infantry. 

Gregorio  del  Callejo,  capt.  6ih  regt.  iiifaiiiry. 

Rafael  de  llerrabidas,  2J  lieut.  6in  regt.  iiiiaiitry. 

Salveiu  Vekz,  aid-dc-cainp  to  Gen-  Vega. 


Francisco  Fernandez,  1st  lieut.  Mexican  navy. 

The  above  prisoners,  under  the  charge  of  Capt.  Geo. 
W.  Hughes,  corps  of  topograghical  engineers,  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  21st  inst.  It  has  been  left  to  their 
election  by  Gen.  Scott  whether  they  should  remain  close 
prisoners  in  the  ca.stle  of  San  Juan  d’Ulua  or  proceed 
to  New  Orleans,  where  they  should  be  allowed  such 
personal  liberty  as  their  condition  and  conduct  might 
seem  lo  require  of  the  commandant  of  that  post.  It  is 
understood  that  all  of  the  foregoing  captured  officers 
have  expres.sed  a desire  to  be  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  Col  Wilson,  Governor  of  Vera  Cruz, 
had  acceded  to  their  wishes,  and  had  directed  that  a 
vessel  should  be  held  in  readiness  to  sail,  for  their  ac- 
commodation, about  the  25th  of  April. 

ARMT  OF  THE  WEST. 

OFFICIAL GEN  KEARNEV’s  LETTERS. 

Headquarters,  army  of  the  west, 

San  Diego,  Upper  California,  December  12,  1846. 

Sir — As  I have  previously  reported  to  you,  1 left 
Santa  Fe,  (New  Mexico)  for  this  country  on  the  25th 
September,  with  300  of  the  1st  dragoons,  under  Maj. 
Sumner.  We  crossed  to  the  bank  of  the  Del  Norte 
at  Albuquerque,  (65  miles  below  Santa  Fe),  con- 
tinued down  on  that  bank  till  the  6lh  October  when 
we  met  Mr.  Kit  Carson,  with  a party  of  16  men  on 
his  way  to  Washington  city,  with  a mail  and  papers: 
an  express  from  Commodore  Stockton  and  Lieut. 
Colonel  Fremont,  reporting  that  the  Californias 
were  already  in  possession  of  the  Americans  under 
their  command;  that  the  American  flag  was  flying 
from  every  important  position  in  the  territory,  and 
that  the  country  was  forever  free  from  Mexican 
control;  the  war  ended,  and  peace  and  harmony 
established  among  the  people.  In  consequence  of 
this  information,  1 directed  that  200  dragoons,  under 
Major  Sumner,  should  remain  in  New  Mexico,  and 
that  the  other  100,  with  two  mounted  howitzers, 
under  Captain  Moore,  should  accompany  me  as  a 
guard  to  Upper  California.  With  this  guard,  we 
continued  our  march  to  the  south,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Del  Norte,  to  the  distance  of  130  miles  below 
Santa  Fe,  when,  leaving  that  river  on  the  15th  Oc- 
tober, in  about  the  33d  degree  of  latitude,  we  march- 
ed westward  for  the  copper  mines,  which  we  reach- 
ed on  the  18th,  and  on  the  20th  reaced  the  river  Gila, 
proceeded  down  the  Gila,  crossing  and  recrossing 
it  as  often  as  obstructions  in  our  front  rendered 
necessary,  on  the  lllh  November  reached  the  Pimos 
village,  about  80  miles  from  the  settlements  in  So- 
nora. These  Indians  we  lound  honest,  and  living 
comfortably,  having  made  a good  crop  this  year;  and 
we  remained  with  them  two  days,  to  rest  our  men, 
recruit  our  animals,  and  obtain  provisions.  On  the 
22d  November,  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  in 
latitude  about  32  degrees — our  whole  march  on  this 
river  having  been  nearly  500  miles,  and,  with  but 
very  little  exception,  between  the  32d  and  33d  paral- 
les  of  latitude. 

This  river,  (the  Gila),  more  particularly  the  nor- 
thern side,  is  bound  nearly  Uie  whole  distance  by  a 
range  of  lofty  mountains;  and  if  a tolerable  wagon 
road  to  its  mouth  from  tho  Del  Norte  is  discovered, 
it  must  be  on  the  south  side.  The  country  is  destitute 
of  timber,  producing  but  few  cotton  wood  and  mus- 
quile  trees;  and  though  the  soil  on  the  bottom  lands 
IS  generally  good,  yet  we  found  but  very  little  grass 
or  vegetation  in  consequence  of  the  dry  ness  of  the 
climate  and  the  little  rain  which  falls  here.  The 
Pimos  Indians,  who  make  good  crops  of  wheal,  corn, 

X egetables,  &c.  irrigate  t tie  land  by  water  from  llie 
Glia,  as  did  the  Aztecs,  (the  former  inhabitants  of 
the  country  ) the  remains  of  whose  sequias,  or  little 
canals,  were  seen  by  us,  as  well  as  the  position  of 
many  of  their  dwellings,  and  a large  quantity  of 
broken  pottery  and  earthenware  used  by  them. 

We  crossed  llie  Colorado  about  10  miles  below  the 
mouth  ol  the  Gila,  and,  marching  near  it  about  30 
miles  further,  turned  oflT  and  crossed  the  desert — a 
distance  of  about  60  miles — without  water  or  grass. 

On  tile  2d  December,  reached  Warner’s  ranche, 
(Agua  Calieriie),  the  frontier  seltlenient  in  California, 
on  llie  route  leading  lo  Sunora.  On  Uie  4lh,  marched 
to  Mr.  Stokes’  rancho,  (Sail  Isabella)  on  the  5th 
were  met  by  a small  party  ol  volunteers,  under  Capt. 
Gillispie,  sent  cut  from  San  Diego  by  Commodore 
Stockton, lo  give  us  what  information  they  possessed 
of  the  enemy,  600  or  700  of  whom  are  now  said  to 
be  ill  arms  and  in  tiie  field  ihrougboul  the  territory, 
delcimiiied  upon  opposing  the  Americans  and  re- 
sisting their  authority  in  the  country.  Encamped 
tiial  iiiglit  near  another  raiiclio  (San  Maria)  of  Mr. 
Stokes’  about  40  miles  from  San  Diego. 

'I'iie  journals  and  the  maps  kept  and  prepared  by 
Captain  Johnson,  (my  aid-de-camp)  and  those  by 
Lieuteiilaiil  Emory,  topographical  engineers,  which 
will  accompany  or  follow  this  report.  Will  render 
anything  furilier  from  me  on  this  subject  unnecessa- 
ry. Very  respeoilully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Kearney,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.>A. 

Brig.  Gtn.  R.  Jones,  Jldj.  Gen.  U.  S.  *3. 


Headquarters,  army  of  the  west, 

San  Diego,  Upper  California,  Dec.  13,  1846. 

Sir — In  my  communication  lo  you  of  yesterday’s 
date,  I brought  the  reports  of  the  movements  of  my 
guard  up  to  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  in  camp 
near  a rancho  of  Mr.  Stokes,  (Santa  Maria)  about 
40  miles  from  San  Diego. 

Having  learned  from  Capt.  Gillispie,  of  the  volun- 
teers, that  there  was  an  armed  party  of  Californi- 
ans, with  a number  of  extra  horses  at  San  Pasqual, 
three  leagues  distant,  on  a road  leading  to  this  place, 

I sent  Lieut.  Hammond,  1st  dragoons,  with  a few 
men  to  make  a reconnoissance  of  them.  He  returned 
at  two  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  inst.  reporting  that  be 
had  found  the  party  in  the  place  mentioned,  and  that 
he  had  been  seen,  though  not  pursued  by  them.  I 
then  determined  that  1 would  march  for  and  attack 
them  by  break  of  day.  Arrangements  were  accord- 
ingly made  for  the  purpose.  My  aid-de-camp,  Capt. 
Johnson,  dragoons,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  advance  guard  of  twelve  dragoons,  mounted  on 
the  best  horses  we  had;  then  followed  about  fifty 
dragoons  under  Captain  Moore,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, on  the  tried  mules  they  had  ridden  from 
Santa  Fe,  (N.  Mexico,  L050  miles);  then  about  20 
volunteers  of  Captain  Gibson’s  company  under  his 
command,  and  that  of  Capt.  Gillispie:  then  followed 
our  two  mountain  howitzers,  with  dragoons  to  ma- 
nage them,  and  under  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Davidson, 
of  the  regiment.  The  remainder  of  the  dragoons,  vol- 
unteers, and  citizens,  employed  by  the  officers  of  the 
stafl',  &c.  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Major 
Swords,  (quartermaster),  with  orders  lo  follow  on 
cur  trail  with  the  baggage,  and  to  see  to  its  safety. 

As  the  day,  (December  6)  dawned,  we  approach- 
ed the  enemy  at  San  Pasqual,  who  was  already  in 
the  saddle,  when  Captain  Johnson  made  a furious 
charge  upon  them  with  bis  advance  guard,  and  was 
in  a short  time  alter  supported  by  the  dragoons;  soon 
after  which  the  enemy  gave  way,  having  kept  up 
from  the  beginning  a continued  fire  upon  us.  Upon  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy,  Capt.  Moore  led  ofl"  rapidly  in 
pursuit,  accompanied  by  the  dragoons,  mounted  on 
horses,  and  was  followed,  though  slowly,  by  the 
others  on  llieir  tired  mules,  the  enemy  well  mount- 
ed and  among  the  best  horsemen  in  the  worldj  after 
retreating  about  half  a mile,  and  seeing  an  interval 
between  Captain  Moore  with  his  advance,  and  the 
dragoons  coming  lo  his  support,  rallied  their  whole 
force,  charged  with  their  lances,  and  on  aocouiit  of 
their  greatly  superior  numbers,  but  few  of  us  in  front 
remained  utitouehed;  for  five  minutes  they  held  the 
ground  from  us,  and  then  fled  from  the  field,  not  to 
return  to  it,  which  we  occupied  and  encamped  upon. 

Our  howitzers  were  not  brought  into  the  action; 
but  coniing  to  the  front  at  the  close  of  it,  before  they 
were  turned,  so  as  to  admit  of  being  fired  upon  the 
retreating  enemy,  the  two  mules  belore  one  of  them 
got  alraraed  and  freeing  themselves  from  tlieir  dri- 
vers, ran  off,  and  among  the  enemy,  and  was  thus 
lost  to  us. 

The  enemy  proved  to  be  a party  of  about  160  Ca- 
lifornians under  Andreas  Pico,  brother  of  the  late 
governor;  the  number  of  their  dead  and  wounded 
must  have  been  considerable,  though  1 have  no  means 
of  ascertaiQing  how  many,  as  just  previoui  to  their 
final  retreat,  they  carried  off  all  excepting  six. 

The  great  number  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
proves  that  our  officers  and  men  have  fully  sustained 
the  high  character  and  reputation  of  our  troops;  and 
the  victory  thus  gained  over  more  than  double  our 
force,  may  assist  in  forming  the  wreath  of  our  na- 
tional glory. 

A most  melancholy  duly  now  remains  for  me:  it 
is  to  report  tlie  death  of  my  aid  de-camp.  Captain 
Johnson,  who  was  shot  dead  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  ol  Captain  Moore,  who  was  lanced  just 
previous  lo  ihe  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
Lieut.  Hammond,  also  lanced,  who  survived  but  a 
few  liours.  We  had  also  killed  two  sergeants,  two 
corporals,  and  ten  privates  of  the  1st  dragoons;  one 
private  ol  the  volunteers,  and  one  man,  engaged  in 
the  topographical  department.  Among  the  wounded 
are  iiiisell,  (in  two  places,)  Lieut.  Warner,  topo- 
graphical engineers,  (in  lliree  places),  Captains  Gil- 
lispie  and  Gtbson  of  the  volunteers,  (the  former  in 
thiee  places),  one.  sergeant,  one  bugleman,  and  nine 
privates  of  the  dragoons;  many  ol  these  surviving 
from  two  lo  ten  lance  wounds,  most  of  them  when 
unhorsed  and  incapable  of  r esistance. 

1 have  lo  return  iiry  thanks  to  many  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  on  the  field,  and  particular- 
ly to  Capt.  Turner,  1st  dragoons,  (assistant  adjutant 
general),  and  to  Lieut.  Emory,  topographical  engi- 
neers, who  were  active  in  the  perlormance  of  their 
duties,  and  in  conveying  orders  from  me  to  the  com- 
mand. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7lh,  having  made  ambu- 
lances for  our  wounded,  and  interred  the  dead,  we 
proceeded  on  our  march,  when  the  enemy  showed 
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himself,  occupying  the  hills  in  our  front,  but  which 
they  left  as  we  approached;  till,  reaching  San  Berna- 
do,  a party  of  them  took  possession  of  a hill  near  to 
it,  and  maintaining  their  position  until  attacked  by 
our  advance,  who  quickly  drove  them  from  it,  killing 
and  wounding  five  of  their  number,  with  no  loss  on 
our  part. 

On  account  of  our  wounded  men,  and  upon  the 
report  of  the  surgeon  that  rest  was  necessary  for 
them,  we  remained  at  this  place  till  the  morning  of 
the  lUh,  when  Lieut.  Gray,  of  the  navy,  in  com- 
mand of  a parly  of  sailors  and  marines,  sent  out  from 
San  Diego  by  Commodore  Stockton,  joined  us.  We 
proceeded  at  10,  a.  m.  the  enemy  no  longer  showing 
himself;  and  on  the  12ih,  (yesterday),  we  reached  this 
place;  and  I have  now  to  offer  my  thanks  to  Cora. 
Stockton,  and  all  of  his  gallant  command,  for  the 
many  kind  attentions  we  have  received  and  continue 
to  receive  from  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Kearney,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jones,  adjt.  gen.  U.  S.  A.  IVashington. 

Headquarters  army  of  the  west. 

Ciudad  de  los  Angelos,  Upper  California,  Jan.  12,1847- 
Sin — I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Commodore  R.  F.  Stockton,  United  States 
navy,  (who  in  September  last  assumed  the  title  of 
governor  of  California),  I consented  to  take  com- 
mand of  an  expedition  to  this  place,  (the  capital  of  the 
country),  and  that,  on  the  29tli  December,  I left  San 
Diego  with  about  500  men,  consisting  of  about  sixty 
dismounted  dragoons  under  Capt.  Turner,  50  Cali- 
fornia volunteers,  and  the  remainder  marines  and 
sailors,  wilh  a battery  of  artillery — Lieut.  Emory, 
(topographical  engineers)  acting  as  assistant  adju- 
tant general.  Cum.  SlocLun  accompanied  us. 

We  proceeded  on  our  route  without  seeing  the 
enemy  till  on  the  8th  instant,  when  they  showed 
themselves  in  full  force  of  600  mounted  men,  with 
four  pieces  of  artillery  under  their  governor,  (Flores) 
occupying  the  heights  in  front  of  us,  which  command- 
ed the  crossing  of  the  river  San  Gabriel,  and  they 
ready  to  oppose  our  further  progress.  The  necessary 
disposition  of  our  troops  was  immediately  made,  by 
covering  our  front  with  a strong  party  of  skirmishers, 
placing  our  wagons  and  baggage  train  in  the  rear  of 
them,  and  protecting  the  flanks  and  rear  with  the 
remainder  of  the  command.  We  then  proceeded, 
forded  the  river,  carried  the  heights  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  them,  after  an  action  of  about  an  hour 
and  a half,  during  which  they  made  a charge  upon 
our  left  flank,  which  was  repulsed,  soon  after  which 
they  retreated  and  left  us  in  possession  of  the  field, 
on  which  we  encamped  that  night. 

The  next  day,  (Uie  9th  instant)  we  proceeded  on 
our  march  at  the  usual  hour,  the  enemy  in  our  front 
and  on  our  flanks;  and  when  we  reached  the  plains  of 
the  Mesa,  their  artillery  again  opened  upon  us,  when 
their  fire  was  returned  by  our  guns  as  we  advanced; 
and  after  hovering  around  and  near  us  for  about  two 
hours,  occasionally  skirmishing  with  us  during  that 
time,  they  concentrated  their  force  and  made  another 
charge  on  our  left  flank,  which  was  quickly  repuls- 
ed; shortly  after  which  they  retired,  we  continuing 
our  march,  and  in  tha  afternoon,  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mesa,  three  miles  below  this  city, 
which  we  entered  the  following  morning,  (the  10th 
instant),  wilhool  further  molestation. 

Our  loss  in  the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  was  small, 
being  but  one  private  killed  and  two  ofiicers,  Lieut. 
Ro  wan  of  the  navy,  and  Capt.  Gillispie,  of  the  vol 
unteers,  and  eleven  privates  wounded.  The  enemy, 
mounted  on  fine  horses,  and  being  the  best  riders  in 
the  world,  carried  off  their  killed  and  wounded,  and 
we  know  not  the  number  of  them,  though  it  must 
have  been  considerable.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  W.  Kearney,  Brig.  Gen. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jones,  adj.  gen.  U.  S.  A.  Washington. 

Headquarters,  army  of  the  west, 
Ciudad  de  los  Angelos,  Upper  California,  Jan.  14.  1847. 

Sir — This  morning,  Lieut.  Col.  Fremont,  of  the 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  reached  here  with 
400  volunteers  from  the  Sacramento;  the  enemy  ca- 
pitulated with  him  yesterday,  near  San  Fernando, 
agreeing  to  lay  down  their  arras,  and  we  have  now 
the  prospect  of  having  peace  and  quietness  in  this 
country,  which  J hope  may  not  be  interrupted  again. 

I have  not  yet  received  any  information  of  the 
troops  which  were  to  come  from  New  York,  nor  of 
those  which  were  to  follow  me  from  New  Mexico, 
but  presume  they  will  be  here  before  long.  On  their 
arrival,  1 shall,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Stales,  have  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  this  country,  and  will  endeavor  to 
carry  out  his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J-  W.  Kearney,  Brig.  Gen. 
Bng.  Gen.  R.  Jones,  adj.  gen.  U.  S.  A.  Washington. 


“ A R MY  OF  THE  NORTH.” 

BATTLE  OF  SACRAMENTO. 

OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  COL.  DONIPHAN. 

DEFEAT  OF  THE  ENEMY — CAPTURE  OF  CHIHUAHUA. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  in  Chihuahua, 

City  of  Chihuahua,  March  4,  1847. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  movements 
of  the  army  under  my  command  since  my  last  official 
report. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  February,  1847,  wo 
left  the  town  of  El  Paso  del  Norte,  escorting  the 
merchant  train  or  caravan  of  about  315  wagons  for 
the  city  of  Chihuahua.  Our  force  consisted  of  924 
effective  men,  117  ofiicers  and  privates  of  the  artille- 
ry, 93  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Mitchell’s  escort,  and  the 
remainder  the  1st  regiment  Missouri  mounted  vo- 
lunteers. We  progressed  in  the  direction  of  this 
place  until  the  25th,  when  we  were  informed  by  our 
spies  that  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  1,500  men, 
were  at  Inseneas,  the  country  seat  of  Gov.  Trias, 
about  25  miles  in  advance. 

When  we  arrived,  on  the  evening  of  the  26lh, 
near  that  point,  we  found  that  the  force  had  retreat- 
ed in  the  direction  of  this  city.  On  the  evening  of 
the  27lh  we  arrived  at  Sans,  and  learned  from  our 
spies  that  the  enemy,  in  great  force,  had  fortified  the 
pass  of  the  Sacramento  river,  about  fifteen  miles  in 
advance,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  this  city. 
We  were  also  informed  that  there  was  no  water  be- 
tween the  point  we  were  at  and  that  occupied  by  the 
enemy;  we  therefore  determined  to  halt  until  morn- 
ing. At  sunrise  on  the  28th,  the  last  day  of  Febru- 
ary, we  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  formed  the 
whole  train,  consisting  of  315  heavy  traders’  wagons 
and  our  commissary  and  company  wagons,  into  four 
columns,  thus  shortening  our  line  so  as  to  make  it 
more  easily  protected.  We  placed  the  artillery  and 
all  the  command,  except  200  cavalry  preper,  in  the 
intervals  between  the  columns  of  wagons.  We 
thus  fully  concealed  our  force  and  its  position,  by 
masking  our  force  with  the  cavalry.  When  we  ar- 
rived within  three  miles  of  the  enemy,  we  made  a 
reconnoisance  of  his  position  and  the  arrangement  of 
his  forces.  This  we  could  easily  do — the  road  lead- 
ing through  an  open  prairie  valley  between  the  sterile 
mountains.  The  pass  of  the  Sacramento  is  formed 
by  a point  of  the  mountains  on  our  right,  their  left 
extending  into  the  valley  or  plain,  so  as  to  narrow 
the  valley  to  about  one  and  a half  miles.  On  our 
left  was  a deep,  dry,  sandy  channel  of  a creek,  and 
between  these  points  the  plain  rises  to  sixty  feet  ab- 
ruptly. This  rise  is  in  the  form  of  a crescent,  the 
convex  part  being  to  the  north  of  our  forces.  On 
the  right,  from  the  point  of  mountains,  a nariow  part 
of  the  plain  extends  north  one  and  a lialf  miles  fur- 
ther than  on  the  left.  The  main  road  passes  down 
the  centre  of  the  valley  and  across  the  crescent,  near 
the  lelt  or  dry  branch.  The  Sacramento  rises  in  the 
mountains  on  the  right,  and  the  road  falls  on  to  it 
about  one  mile  below  the  battle  field  or  entrench- 
ment of  the  enemy.  We  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
had  one  battery  of  four  guns,  two  nine  and  G-pound 
ers,  on  the  point  of  the  mountain  on  our  right,  (their 
left,)  at  a good  elevation  to  sweep  the  plain,  and  at 
the  point  where  the  mountains  extended  furthest  in- 
to the  plain.  On  our  left  (their  right)  they  had 
another  battery  on  an  elevation  commanding  the 
road,  and  three  entrenchments  of  two  six  pounders, 
and  on  ttie  brow  of  the  crescent,  near  the  centre, 
another  of  two  6 and  two  4 and  6 culverins,  or  ram- 
part pieces,  mounted  on  carriages;  and  on  the  crest 
of  the  hili  or  ascent  between  the  batteries  and  the 
right  and  left  they  had  27  redoubts  due  and  thrown 
up,  extending  at  short  intervals  across  the  whole 
ground.  In  these  their  infantry  were  placed  and 
were  entirely  protected.  Their  cavalry  was  drawn 
up  in  front  of  the  redoubts  in  the  intervals  four  deep, 
and  in  front  of  the  redoubts  two  deep,  so  as  to  mask 
them  as  far  as  practicable.  When  we  had  arrived 
within  one  and  a lialf  miles  of  the  entrenchments 
along  the  main  road,  we  advanced  the  cav.ilry  still 
further,  and  suddenly  diverged  wilh  the  columns  to 
the  right,  so  as  to  gain  the  narrow  part  of  the  ascent 
on  our  right,  which  the  enemy  discovering,  endeav- 
ored to  prevent,  by  moving  forward  with  1,000  ca- 
valry and  four  pieces  of  cannon  in  their  rear  masked 
by  them.  Our  movements  were  so  rapid  that  we 
gained  the  elevation  n ith  our  forces  and  the  advance 
of  our  wagons  in  time  to  form  before  they  arrived 
within  reach  of  our  guns.  The  enemy  halted,  and 
we  advanced  the  head  of  our  column  within  twelve 
hundred  yards  of  them,  so  as  to  let  our  wagons  at- 
tain the  highlands  and  form  as  before. 

We  now  commenced  the  action  by  a brisk  fire 
from  our  battery,  and  the  enemy  unmasked  and  com- 
menced also.  Our  fires  proved  efl'ectite  at  this  dist- 
ance, killing  fifteen  men,  wounding  and  disabling 
one  of  the  enemy ’s  guns.  We  had  two  men  slightly 
wounded,  and  several  horses  and  mules  killed.  The 


enemy  then  slowly  retreated  behind  their  works  in 
some  confusion,  and  we  resumed  our  march  in  our 
former  order,  stilt  diverging  more  to  the  right  to 
avoid  their  battery  on  our  left,  (their  right,)  and 
their  strongest  redoubts,  which  were  on  the  left  near 
where  the  road  passes.  After  marching  as  far  as  we 
safely  could  without  corning  within  range  of  their 
heavy  battery  on  our  right,  Capt.  Weighiman,  of  the 
artillery,  was  ordered  to  charge  with  two  12-pound 
howitzers,  to  be  supported  by  the  cavalry,  under 
Captains  Reid,  Parsons,  and  Hudson.  The  howit- 
zers charged  at  speed,  and  were  gallantly  sustained 
by  Capt.  Reid;  but,  by  some  misunderstanding,  my 
order  was  not  given  to  the  other  two  companies. — 
Captain  Hudson,  anticipating  my  order,  charged  in 
time  to  give  ample  support  to  the  howitzers.  Capt. 
Parsons  at  the  same  moment  came  to  me  and  asked 
permission  for  his  company  to  charge  the  redoubts 
immediately  to  the  left  of  Capt.  Weightman,  which 
he  did  very  gal lantly.  The  remainder  of  the  two 
battalions  of  the  first  regiment  were  dismounted  dur- 
ing the  cavalry  charge,  and,  following  rapidly  on 
foot,  and  Major  Clarke  advancing  as  fast  as  practi- 
cable with  the  remainder  of  the  battery,  w'e  charged 
Iheir  redoubts  from  right  to  left  wilh  a brisk  and 
deadly  fire  of  riflemen,  while  Major  Clarke  opened  a 
rapid  and  well-directed  fire  on  a column  of  cavalry 
attempting  to  pass  to  our  left  so  as  to  attack  the  wa- 
gons and  our  rear.  The  fire  was  so  vvell  directed  as 
to  force  them  to  fall  back;  and  our  riflemen,  wilh  the 
cavalry  and  howitzers,  cleared  after  an  obstinate  re- 
sistance. Our  forces  advanced  to  the  very  brink  of 
their  redoubts  and  attacked  them  with  their  sabres. 
When  the  redoubts  were  cleared,  and  the  batteries 
in  the  centre  and  our  left  were  silenced,  the  main 
battery  on  our  right  still  continued  to  pour  in  a con- 
stant and  heavy  fire,  as  it  had  done  during  the  heat 
of  the  engagement;  but  as  the  whole  fate  of  the  bat- 
tle depended  upon  carrying  the  redoubts  and  centre 
battery,  this  one  on  the  right  remained  unattacked, 
and  the  enemy  had  rallied  there  five  hundred  strong 

Major  Clark  was  directed  to  commence  a r.eavy 
fire  upon  it,  while  Lieut.  Cols.  Mitchell  and  Jackson, 
commanding  the  1st  battalion,  were  ordered  to  re- 
mount and  charge  the  battery  on  the  left,  while  Ma- 
jop Gilpin  was  directed  to  pass  the  2d  battalion  on 
foot  up  the  rough  ascent  of  the  mountain  on  the  op- 
posite side.  The  fire  of  our  battery  was  so  efi'ective 
as  to  completely  silence  theirs,  and  the  rapid  advance 
of  our  column  put  them  to  flight  over  the  mountains 
in  great  confusion. 

Capt.  Thompson,  of  the  1st  dragoons,  acted  as  my 
aid  and  adviser  on  the  field  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment, and  was  of  the  most  essential  service  to  me. — 
Also,  Lieut.  Wooster,  of  the  United  States  army 
who  acted  very  coolly  and  gallantly.  Major  Camp- 
bell, of  Springfield,  Missouri,  also  acted  as  a volun- 
teer aid  during  part  of  the  time,  but  left  me  and  join- 
ed Captain  Reid  in  his  gallant  charge.  Thus  ended 
the  battle  of  Sacramento. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  1,200  cavalry  from 
Durango  and  Chihuahua,  wilh  the  Vera  Cruz  dra- 
goons, 1,200  infantry  from  Chihuahua,  300  artiller- 
ists, and  1,42U  rancheros  badly  armed  with  lassos, 
lances,  and  machetoes  or  corn  knives,  ten  pieces  of 
artillery,  t«o  nine,  two  eight,  four  six,  and  two  four 
pounders,  and  six  culverins  or  rampart  pieces. — 
Their  forces  were  commanded  by  .Major  General 
Heredia,  General  of  Duiango,  Cbihuatiua,  Sonora, 
and  New  Mexico;  Brigadier  General  Garcia  Conde, 
formerly  minister  of  War  for  the  Republic  of  Mexi- 
co, who  is  a scientific  man,  and  planned  this  whole 
field  of  defence;  General  Uguerte,  and  Goveinor 
J’rias,  who  acted  as  brigadier  general  on  the  field, 
and  colonels  and  other  officers  without  number. 

Our  force  was  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  ef- 
fective men,  at  least  one  hundred  of  whom  were  en- 
gaged in  holding  horses  and  driving  teams. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  his  entire  artillery,  ten 
Wagons,  masses  of  beans  and  pinola,  and  other  Mex- 
ican provisions, about  three  hundred  killeil  and  about 
the  same  number  wounded,  many  of  vvliom  have 
since  died,  and  forty  prisoners. 

'J’he  field  was  literally  covered  wilh  the  dead  and 
w'ounded  from  our  artillery  and  the  unerring  fire  of 
our  riflemen.  Night  put  a stop  to  the  carnage,  the 
battle  having  commenced  about  three  o’clock  Our 
loss  was  one  killed,  one  mortally  wounded,  and  seven 
so  wounded  as  to  recover  without  any  loss  of  limbs. 
1 cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  coolness,  gallantry, 
and  braiery  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand. 

1 was  ably  sustained  by  the  field  officers,  Lieut. 
Colonels  .Mitchell  and  Jackson,  of  ihe  first  battalion, 
and  Major  Gilpin,  of  the  second  battalion;  and  Maj. 
Clarke  and  his  artillery  acted  nobly,  and  did  the  most 
efl'ective  service  in  every  part  of  the  field.  It  is 
abundantly  shown,  in  the  charge  made  by  Captain 
Weightman  wilh  the  section  of  howitzers,  that  they 
can  bo  used  lu  any  charge  of  cavaliy  with  great  el- 
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feet.  Much  has  been  said,  and  justly  said,  of  the 
gallantry  of  our  artillery,  unlimbering  within  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy  at  Palo  Alto; 
but  how  much  more  daring  was  the  charge  of  Capt. 
Weightman,  when  he  unlimbered  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  redoubts  of  the  enemy! 

On  the  1st  day  of  March  we  took  formal  posses 
sion  of  the  capital  of  Chihuahua  in  the  name  of  our 
goYernment. 

We  were  ordered  by  General  Kearny  to  report  to 
General  Wool  at  this  place.  Since  our  arriral,  we 
hear  he  is  at  Saltillo,  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  Our 
present  purpose  is  either  to  force  our  way  to  him,  or 
return  by  Bexar,  as  our  term  of  service  expires  on 
the  last  day  of  May  next. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  DONIPHAN, 

Colonel  1st  regiment  Missouri  Volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jones,  Adjt.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

Translation  of  Col.  Doniphan’s  proclamation  on 
taking  possession  of  Chihuahua: 

Proclamation  of  the  Commanda-in  chief  of  the  f/orth 

American  forces  in  Chihuahua. 

The  commander-in-chief  of  the  North  American 
forces  in  Chihuahua  announces  to  all  the  citizens  of 
that  State  that  he  has  taken  military  possession  of 
llie  capital,  and  has  the  pleasure  of  assuring  them 
that  in  it  complete  tranquility  exists. 

He  invites  all  the  citizens  to  return  to  their  homes, 
and  continue  in  their  ordinary  occupation,  promising 
to  them  security  of  person,  property,  and  religion. 

He  declares,  also,  in  the  name  of  his  government, 
that,  having  taken  possession  of  the  capital  since  he 
conquered  the  forces  of  the  state,  he  holds  possession 
of  the  whole  slate. 

He  invites  all  of  the  citizens,  pueblos  and  ranche- 
ros,  to  continue  their  trade,  coming  to  this  capital  to 
buy  and  sell  just  as  they  did  before  the  reoentoccur- 
rences,  for  no  one  will  be  molested  or  annoyed  in 
any  thing,  as  he  before  has  explained  that  the  pro- 
perly of  each  person  will  be  respected,  and  that,  in 
case  the  troops  of  his  command  need  anything,  the 
value  of  it  will  be  paid  at  its  just  price  with  all  punc- 
tuality. 

He  pledges  himself  in  like  manner  that  the  Afne- 
rican  troops  will  promptly  punish  every  excess  com- 
mitted, either  by  the  savage  Indians  or  any  other  in- 
dividuals. 

He  assures  again  all  good  citizens  that  we  war 
only  against  the  army,  and  not  against  individual  ci- 
tizens who  are  unarmed. 

For  this  we  exact  only,  not  that  any  Mexican 
should  take  up  arms  against  his  country,  but  that,  in 
case  ol  actual  war,  he  shall  remain  neutral;  fur  it 
must  not,  on  the  contrary,  be  expected  that  we  shall 
respect  the  rights  of  those  who  take  up  arms  against 
our  views. 

ALEXANDER  W.  DONIPHAN, 
Commander-in-chief. 

The  Mexicans,  after  their  defeat  at  Sacramento, 
did  not  venture  to  stop  in  the  city.  Among  the  first 
to  run  from  the  battle  field  was  the  governor,  Angel 
Trias,  whose  proclamations  in  El  Faro  were  full  of 
pledges  to  drive  the  invaders  from  the  soil,  or  die  in 
the  attempt.  He  is  said  to  have  returned  to  the 
city  before  the  fight  had  fairly  commenced,  staling 
that  the  Americans  were  devils,  and  could  not  be 
resisted. 

El  Faro,  just  before  the  battle,  gave  a circumstan- 
tial account  of  the  movements  of  Captain  Hudson’s 
company,  composing  Col.  Mitchell’s  escort,  and  of 
the  main  army  under  Doniphan.  It  described,  with 
great  accuracy,  the  number  of  our  men,  how  each 
company  was  armed,  the  caliber  of  each  piece  of  ar- 
tillery, &c.  It  said  that  the  news  of  the  insurrection 
in  New  Mexico  had  produced  irresolution  in  our 
ranks,  and  that  the  persuasions  of  Kirker  alone  in- 
duced our  airoy  to  move  forward.  The  Mexicans 
were  probably  led,  by  such  representations,  to  sup- 
pose that  our  men  were  dismayed  and  could  be  easi 
)y  beaten. 

Col.  Doniphan  was  well  informed  of  every  move 
n.ent  of  the  enemy,  and  left  El  Paso,  know  ing  just 
what  force  he  should  meet,  although  he  did  not  an- 
ticipate so  easy  a victory.  The  battle  lasted  three 
hours. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  in  Chihuahua, 

City  of  Chihuahua,  March  20,  1847. 
Sir:— The  forces  under  my  command  are  a por- 
tion of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  called  into  service 
for  the  purpose  of  invading  New  Mexico,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  (then  Colonel) 
Kearney.  After  the  conquest  of  New  Mexico,  and 
before  General  Kearney’s  departure  for  California, 
information  was  received  that  another  regiment  and 
an  extra  battalion  of  Missouri  volunteers  would  fol- 
low us  to  Santa  Fe.  The  service  of  so  large  a force 


being  wholly  unnecessary  in  that  state,  I prevailed 
on  Gen.  Kearney  to  order  my  regiment  to  report  to 
you  at  this  city.  The  order  was  given  on  the  23rd 
September,  1846;  but  after  the  general  arrived  at  La 
Joya,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  he  issued  an 
order  requiring  my  regiment  to  make  a campaign 
inip  the  country  inhabited  by  the  Navajo  Indians, 
lying  between  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  and 
the  Rio  Colorado  of  the  west.  This  campaign  de- 
tained me  until  the  14th  of  December,  before  oar  re- 
turn to  the  Del  Norte.  We  immediately  commenc- 
ed our  march  for  El  Paso  del  Norte  with  about  800 
riflemen.  All  communication  between  Chihuahua 
and  New  Mexico  was  entirely  prevented.  On  the 
25lh  of  December,  1846,  ray  van  guard  was  attacked 
at  Brazito  by  the  Mexican  forces  from  this  State; 
our  force  was  about  450,  and  the  force  of  the  enemy 
1100;  the  engagement  lasted  about  forty  minutes, 
when  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  63  killed  and  since 
dead,  150  wounded,  and  one  howitzer,  the  only  piece 
of  artillery  in  the  engagement  on  either  side.  On 
the  29ih  we  entered  El  Paso  without  further  opposi- 
tion; from  the  prisoners  and  others  I learned  that  you 
had  not  marched  upon  this  State.  I then  determin- 
ed to  order  a battery  and  100  artillerists  from  New 
Mexico.  They  arrived  in  El  Paso  about  the  5th 
February,  when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
this  place.  A copy  of  my  official  reporlof  the  battle 
of  Sacramento,  enclosed  to  you,  will  show  you  all 
our  subsequent  movements,  up  to  our  taking  posses- 
sion of  this  capital.  The  day  of  my  arrival  I had 
determined  to  send  an  express  to  you  forthwith;  but 
the  whole  intermediate  country  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  we  were  cut  off",  and  had  been  for 
many  months,  from  all  information  respecting  the 
American  army.  Mexican  reports  are  never  to  be 
fully  credited;  yet,  from  all  we  could  learn,  we  did 
not  doubt  that  you  would  be  forced  by  overwhelm- 
ing Dunibers  to  abandon  Saltillo,  and  of  eourse  we 
could  send  no  express  under  such  circumstances.  On 
yesterday  we  received  the  first  even  tolerably  relia- 
ble information  that  a battle  had  been  fought  near 
Saltillo  between  the  American  and  Mexican  forces, 
and  that  Santa  Anna  had  probably  fallen  back  on 
San  Luis  de  Potosi. 

My  position  here  is  exceedingly  embarrassing.  In 
the  first  place,  most  of  the  men  under  my  command 
have  been  in  service  since  the  1st  of  June,  and  have 
never  received  one  cent  of  pay.  Their  marches  have 
been  hard,  especially  in  the  Navajo  country,  and  do 
forage;  so  that  they  are  literally'  without  horses, 
clothes  or  money,  nothing  but  arms  and  a disposition 
to  use  them.  They  are  all  volunteers,  officers  and 
men;  and,  although  ready  for  any  hardships  or  dan- 
ger, are  wholly  unfit  to  garrison  a town  or  city.  “It 
is  confusion  worse  confounded.”  Having  performed 
a march  of  over  2000  miles,  and  their  term  of  service 
rapidly  expiring,  they  are  restless  to  join  the  army 
undei  your  command.  Btill,  we  cannot  leave  this 
point  safely  for  some  days — the  American  merchants 
here,  oppose  it  violently,  and  have  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  stake.  Phey  have  sent  me  a me- 
morial, and  my  determination  has  been  made  known 
to  them.  A copy  of  both  they  will  send  you.  Of 
one  thing  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you:  the  mer- 
chants admit  that  their  goods  could  not  be  sold  here 
in  five  years;  if  they  go  south  they  will  be  as  near  to 
the  markets  of  Durango  and  Zacatecas  as  they  now 
are.  I am  anxious  and  willing  to  protect  the  mer- 
chants as  far  as  practicable;  but  1 protest  against  re- 
maining here  as  a mere  wagon  guard;  garrisoning  a 
city  with  troops  wholly  unfit  for  it,  and  who  will  be 
« holly  ruined  by  improper  indulgencies.  Having 
been  originally  ordered  to  this  point,  you  know  the 
wishes  of  the  government  in  relation  to  it,  and  of 
course  your  orders  will  be  promptly  and  cheerfully 
obeyed.  I fear  there  is  ample  use  for  us  with  you, 
and  we  would  greatly  preler  joining  you  before  our 
term  of  service  expires. 

All  informaiioii  relative  to  my  previous  operations, 
present  condition,  &c.,  will  be  given  you  by  Mr.  J. 
Collins,  the  bearer  of  these  despatenes.  He  is  a 
higMy  honorable  gentleman,  and  was  an  amateur 
soldier  at  Sacramento. 

The  Mexicans  report  your  late  battle  as  having 
been  entirely  favorable  to  themselves;  but  taking  it 
for  granted  they  never  report  the  truth,  we  have 
fired  a salute  for  our  victory  in  honor  of  yourself  and 
General  1'aylor,  presuming  from  report,  you  were 
both  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  DONIPHAN, 
Comd’g.  1st  reg.  Missouri  mounted  vols. 
Should  the  horses  or  mules  of  those  bearing  this 
express  fail,  or  prove  unfit  to  return  upon,  I have  to 
request  that  they  may  be  supplied  by  the  govern 
ment  with  the  proper  means  of  returning. 

A.  W.  DONIPHAN, 
Colonel  Irt  reg.  Missouri  volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  Wool,  U.  S.  A. 


ORGANIZATrON  OP  GOVERNMENT  IN  NEW  MEXICO— 

POWER  OP  THE  CO0RTS — TREASON DRUMHEAD 

COURT  MARTIAL— WHAT  DOES  IT  ALL  TEND  TO> 

Charge  of  Judge  Houghton  to  the  jury,  in  the  ease  of 
Senor  Trogillo — (Trohta.) 

In  charging  the  jury  before  retiring,  on  the  case  of 
the  United  Stales  vs  Trojillo,  the  judge  ruled  out  all 
consideration,  by  the  jury,  of  the  arguments  of  coun- 
sel for  the  defence,  that  the  court  had  not,  under 
the  constitution,  the  right  to  adjudicate  upon  a 
case  of  treason,  where  the  accused  was  a citizen  of 
New  Mexico,  upon  the  ground  that  the  court,  as  it 
was  constituted,  could  not  permit  the  question  of  its 
own  existence  to  be  the  subject  of  decision  by  a ju- 
ry; that  it  was  bound  by  its  oath  to  rely  upon  the 
authority  which  constituted  it  as  sufficient,  and  un- 
der that  oath,  made  before  that  authority,  were  so- 
lemnly bound  to  administer  justice  within  the  ex- 
tent of  its  jurisdiction,  and  to  submit  all  cases  to  ju- 
ries, as  judges  of  the  evidence  and  facts,  allowing 
the  responsibility  of  the  constitutional  right  of  the 
court  to  sit  on  cases  of  high  treason,  as  charged 
against  New  Mexicans,  to  fall  back  upon  the  autho- 
rity who  constituted  it.  The  court,  therefore,  let 
the  case  go  before  the  jury  to  be  decided  as  to  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner,  by  the  facts  and 
the  evidence. 


Don  Antonio  Maria  Trogillo's  order. 

By  order  of  the  inspector  of  arms,  Don  Antonio 
Maria  Trogillo,  who  has  directed  me  to  order  you, 
the  moment  you  receive  this  notice,  to  raise  the 
whole  of  your  company,  and  also  all  the  people  that 
are  able  to  bear  arms,  to  present  themselves  in  San 
Juan  de  los  Cabelleros,  to-morrow,  the  22d  inst.,  at 
the  latest  at  S o’clock. 

We  have  declared  war  against  the  government  of 
the  United  States;  and  it  is  now  to  taka  up  arms  in 
defence  of  our  abandoned  country — to  see  if  we  can 
regain  the  liberty  that  we  possessed  in  this  unfortu- 
nate department.  You  will  be  held  responsible  if 
you  fail  to  obey  the  order. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  GARCIA. 

To  Lieut  Don  Pedro  Vigil. 


Gen.  Tafolla's  order,  J^o.  I. 

The  defenders  of  the  country,  with  the  view  of 
shaking  off  the  yoke  which  binds  us  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  stranger,  and  as  you  are  the  inspector  of 
arms,  and  commander  of  militia,  lawfully  appointed 
by  your  supreme  government,  which  is  the  one  we 
now  claim;  at  the  moment  you  receive  this  commu- 
nication, you  will  proceed  to  unite  all  the  companies 
under  your  command,  and  bolding  them  in  readiness 
for  the  22d  inst.,  on  which  day  these  forces  will  ba 
at  that  point.  You  will  take  all  the  necessary  steps, 
and  see  if  the  enemy  is  advancing  this  way  with  any 
force;  and  if  it  should  so  prove,  you  will  send  a mes- 
senger quickly,  so  that  1 may  redouble  my  march. 

You  are  to  understand  that  there  is  to  be  no  resis- 
tance to  this  order.  Answer  this  by  the  bearer. 

Taos,  January  20lft,  1847. 

JESUS  TAFOLLA. 

To  Don  Antonio  Maria  Trogillo. 


Gen.  Tafolla's  order,  Jfo.  2. 
Commanding  general  of  the  reunion:  As  soon 
as  you  receive  this  official,  you  will  order  your  sub- 
alterns to  gather  the  men  under  their  order*,  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  by  the  time  I arrive  with  my 
forces,  so  as  to  advance  all  together  to  the  camp  of 
honor. 

God  and  liberty!  JESUS  TAFOLLA. 

Sent  23d  January,  1847. 

To  the  Inspector  of  Arms,  Don  Antonio  Maria 
Trogillo. 


proceedings  of  a drumhead  court  martial, 
Convened  at  Fernanao  de  Taos,  JVetv  Mexico,  on  the 

6lh  day  of  February,  1847,  by  the  following  order: 
Headquarieis,  Army  in  New  Mexico, 

Don  Fernando  de  Taos,  Feb.  6th,  1847. 

ORDER  NO.  115, 

A drumhead  court  martial,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers will  assemble  at  headquarters  this  morning,  at 
10  o’clock,  a.  m.,  for  the  trial  of  Pablo  Montolia, 
(Montoya,)  and  such  other  prisoners  as  may  be 
brought  before  it.  The  court  will  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing members: 

Capt.  Angney,  infantry  battalion;  Capt.  Barbe,  2d 
regiment  Missouri  volunteers;  Capt.  Slack,  do,  do.; 
Lieut.  Ingalls,  1st  dragoons;  Lieut.  White,  2d  regi- 
ment Missouri  volunteers;  Lieut.  Easton,  infantry 
battalion,  judge  advocate. 

By  order  of  Col.  S.  Price. 

[Signed.]  B.  WALKER,  adj’t. 
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The  court  met  mirsuanl  to  the  above  order.  Pre- 

The  prisoner  not  objecting  to  any  of  the  members, 
was  arraigned  on  the  following  charge  and  specifi- 
cations: 

CAarg-e— Rebellious  conduct. 

Specifaalion  1st— In  this:  That  the  said  Pablo  .Mon- 
toya did,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  January,  1847, 
excite  the  Indians  and  Mexicans  to  rebellious  con- 
duct, assuming  to  be  one  of  their  principal  leaders. 

Sptcijication  2d— That  the  said  Montoya  did,  on  or 
about  the  25lh  of  January  last,  issue  a proclamation, 
exciting  the  people  to  rebellion. 

Sptcificalion  3d— That  the  said  Montoya  was  en- 
gaged in  exciting  the  people  to  rob  the  United  States 
wagons,  loaded  with  public  funds,  then  on  their  way 
from  the  United  States  to  Santa  Fe.  All  this  in  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico. 

[Signed]  R-  WALKER,  adjutant, 

2d  reg’t  Mo.  mounted  volunteers. 


To  which  charge  and  specifications  the  prisoner 
pleaded  not  guilty. 

The  court  being  duly  sworn  in  the  presence  of  the 
prisoner,  Messrs.  Lucian  Tiiruston  and  Thomas 
Rowland  were  sworn  as  interpreters. 

Jose  Maria  Sandaval,  a witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion being  duly  sworn,  said:  I was  secretary  for  Pa- 
blo Montoya,  the  prisoner,  and  wrote  the  following 
letter,  [marked  A,]  which  1 read  to  him,  and  he  ap- 
proved. 

“From  ihe  superior  authorities  in  command.’' 

“No.  A — The  alcalde  will,  the  moment  he  re- 
ceives this,  arrange  it  so  that  he  will  present  all  the 
people  of  the  Pueblo  before  me,  at  sunrise,  well 
equipped  with  arms  and  provisions,  that  they  may 
leave  for  Santa  Fe  with  despatch.  This  moment,  1 
have  received  intelligence  of  importance,  requesting 
us  to  be  in  readiness  before  the  forces  from  Santa 
Fe  advance  and  overcome  our  forces  at  the  different 
points,  Rio  Abajo,  Canada,  &c.,  &c.  God  and  law. 

[Signed]  PABLO  MONTALLO. 

“Senor  Alcalde  of  the  Pueblo. 

“San  Fernando  de  Taos,  Jan.  21,  1847.” 

Witness  further  states,  that  the  letter  marked  B, 
was  written  by  himself,  at  the  instance  of  the  pris- 
oner, Pablo  Montallo,  which  he  read  to  him,  and  he 
approved;  and  also  letter  marked  C,  was  written  by 
witness,  at  the  instance  of  prisoner,  which  he  read 
to  him,  and  he  approved  it,  and  authorized  him  to 
sign  his  name  to  it. 

No.  B — The  citizen  Pablo  Montolla,  being  the 
highest  person  empowered  to  command  and  also  to 
appoint  officers  who  will  faithfully  discharge  their 
duties  according  to  the  arrangements  of  the  splendid 
plans  found  on  the  21st  day  of  the  present  month — 1 
hereby  give  authority  to  the  alcalde  of  the  Puebla  de 
Taos,  Don  Francisco  Navaujo,  to  write  and  the  let- 
ters of  this  tribunal,  and  also  to  cause  the  people 
under  his  command  to  keep  themselves  well  equip- 
ped with  arms,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
will  be  chastized  who  disobey  the  orders  and  com- 
mands of  the  Senor  Alcalde;  published  for  good  go- 
vernment. 

Given  in  San  Fernando  de  Taos,  22d  Jan.,  1847. 

[Signed]  PABLO  MOULLA. 

Empowered  general  of  the  superior  command. 

No.  C — This  day  I received  intelligence  from  the 
commander  of  the  Mexican  forces,  that  yesterday, 
at  the  setting  sun,  the  war  commenced  at  the  Cana- 
da with  the  foreign  enemy,  He  also  states  that  they 
have  already  vanquished  them;  believing  which,  ho- 
nored Mexicans  we  shall  come  out  triumphant  in  all 
our  undertaking.  1 will  commend  you  to  God,  that 
he  may  give  you  the  souls  of  valiant  men,  so  that  all 
the  enemies  you  encounter,  you  may  be  able  to  con- 
quer, keeping  in  mind  the  rules  and  regulations  pre- 
sented in  the  organized  plan  formed  on  the  2Ist  day 
of  the  present  month,  the  third  observance  of  our 
adored  laws.  We  are  now  fighting,  and  should  we 
vanquish  our  enemy,  we  will  again  place  our  laws 
in  the  best  security  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 
of.  Any  prisoners  that  may  be  taken  you  will  remit 
to  this  tribunal. 

Mexican  citizens! — Live  in  the  hope  that  we  will 
yet  shout  glory  hallalujah  in  our  province,  and  live 
in  the  confidence  that  the  Divine  Protector  of  the  In- 
dians will  never  permit  his  people  to  be  vanquished. 
— Believing  in  His  powerful  assistance,  no  harm  can 
befall  us. 

Companions  in  arms! — I request  you  to  try  and 
make  yourselves  possessors  of  the  money  and  effects 
that  they  are  now  taking  to  Santa  Fe  in  the  wagons. 
—Accomplishing  this,  you  will  place  it  under  the 
strictest  orders  according  to  our  plan,  until  it  is  in 


my  disposal,  taking  care  not  to  let  the  people  steal 

;!  hi  in,  for  Ihe  defcm-  .-.f  . or  sacred  coun- 

try. 

Do  the  favor  to  communicate  all  this  as  far  as  El 
Bao,  that  the  people  may  rise  and  protect  their  fron 
tier.  You  will  give  assistance  with  your  people  near 
Santa  Fe,  at  the  points  where  they  may  be  most 
needed.  It  is  extremely  necessary  that  these  orders 
should  be  vigilantly  executed. 

God  and  liberty. 

San  Fernando  de  Taos,  Jan.  25,  1847. 

[Signed]  PABLO  MONTOLLA. 

Answer  this  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  hand. 

Gentlemen  authorities  of  the  command. 

Witness  further  states,  that  prisoner  was  looked 
upon  wherever  he  went  by  the  rebellious  parly,  as 
the  general  commanding  the  forces. 

Question  by  the  prisone^— Did  I direct  the  letters 
you  wrote? 

^Answer — You  did:  word  for  word;  most  of  them  I 
read  over  to  you  a second  time,  upon  prisoner  saying 
he  did  not  distinctly  understand  what  I had  written. 
He  then  approved  them,  and  authorized  me  to  sign 
his  name  to  the  letters,  which  I did. 

Antonio  Jose  Martinez,  the  priest,  a witness  for 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  On  the 
morning  of  the  I9lh  of  January  last,  immediately  af- 
ter the  murder  of  Gov.  Bent,  prisoner,  with  others, 
came  into  my  room  for  the  purpose  of  finding  Elliot 
Lee,  an  American,  whom  they  supposed  I had  con 
cealed.  They  were  hunting  William  Lee.  My  room 
at  that  time,  was  filled  with  Indians  and  Mexicans. 
The  murder  of  Governor  Bent  and  others,  was  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution.  The  prisoner  be- 
ing tendered  the  appointment  of  general,  at  first  re- 
fused it,  but  afterwards  accepted  it.  The  appoint- 
ment of  prisoner  as  general,  it  was  said,  was  to  re- 
store good  order  among  the  Mexicans. 

Elliot  Lee,  a witness  for  the  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  prisoner  on  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  told  him  that  he  was  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Mexican  forces,  and  that  he  was  the  Santa 
Anna  of  the  north,  and  that  he  was  going  to  retake 
this  territory,  which  the  Americana  had  taken  from 
the  Mexicans.  Prisoner  asked  me  whether  there 
were  wagons  coming  from  the  states  to  Santa  Fe, 
with  powder,  and  ball,  and  money?  1 told  him  I 
understood  there  were,  and  that  there  were  some 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  money  in  them. — 
Prisoner  told  me  to  tell  a straight  tale,  and  if  I did,  I 
should  not  be  hurt.  He  said  they  were  sending  out 
men  to  take  them:  they  did  go  out,  and  brought  back 
some  mules  and  horses.  Prisoner  started  from  home 
with  troops  to  go  against  the  Americans,  and  said 
there  were  no  Americans  in  Santa  Fe,  for  that  all 
of  them  had  been  killed. 

Jesus  Maria  Tafoya,  a witness  for  the  prosecution, 
being  duly  sworn,  says:  I was  interpreter  on  Ihe  20th 
January  last  for  Mr.  Lee.  Prisoner  told  me  lo  tell 
said  Lee,  if  he  did  not  answer  the  questions  correctly, 
he  had  an  instrument  with  which  he  could  cut  his 
throat.  Prisoner  told  me  to  ask  Lee  about  some 
wagons  going  to  Santa  Fe  from  the  states,  and  whe- 
ther there  was  powder  and  ball  and  plenty  of  money 
in  them.  Prisoner  said  something  about  sending  out 
men  to  take  those  wagons,  and  that  he  would  give 
out  the  proceeds  among  the  people  here.  They  did 
go  out,  but  only  brought  back  some  horses  and  mules. 
Prisoner  said  that  there  were  not  more  than  two 
hundred  troops  in  Santa  Fe;  boys,  said  be,  don’t  mind 
that;  we  can  kill  them  all  of.  Prisoner  said  he  was 
the  Santa  Anna  of  the  north:  he  said  he  was  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  forces  against  the  Americans. 
Prisoner  did  not  start  for  Santa  Fe;  the  other  gener- 
als went;  he  remained  here  to  keep  good  order. — 
The  “good  order”  was  to  keep  the  Mexicans  here 
in  arms  and  readiness  to  fight.  This  was  the  order 
to  prisoner,  which  he  had  to  execute  as  a part  of  his 
duty. 

The  evidence  was  here  closed,  and  the  court  ad- 
journed. 

After  mature  deliberation  on  the  testimony  adduc- 
ed, which  was  read  over  by  the  judge  advocate,  the 
court  find  the  prisoner,  Pablo  Montoya,  guilty  of  all 
the  specifications  to  the  charge,  and  guilty  of  the  charge, 
and  sentenced  him  lo  be  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is 
DEAD — at  such  time  and  place  as  the  colonel  com- 
manding may  direct,  after  the  approval  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  court  adjourned  sine  die, 

[Signed]  W.  Z.  ANGNEY, 

Preside.it  of  the  court,  coin’d  infantry  battalion. 

L.  J.  Eastin,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  court  in  the 
above  case  are  approved,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
sentence,  the  said  prisoner,  Pablo  Montoya,  will  be 
hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead,  in  the  centre  of 
the  plaza,  in  this  town,  between  the  hours  of  11  o’- 


clock, a.  m.,  and  2 o’clock,  p.  m.,  to-morrow,  the 
7th  inst.  [Signed]  STERLING  PRICE, 

Col.  commanding  the  army  in  New  Mexico. 

Correspondence  of  the  Missouri  Republican. 

Santa  Fe,  JVeio  Mexico,  March  18,  1847. 

Gentlemen: — When  General  Kearny,  under  Mr. 
Polk’s  orders,  esiablished  the  hermaphrodite  govern- 
ment— half  military  and  half  civil — in  this  country, 
(a  province  taken  from  Mexico,)  aod  called  it  a ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  he  did  not  foresee  many  of 
the  events  which  have  since  occurred.  Together 
with  many  others  who  came  hero  with  him,  the  Gen. 
was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  character  of  this  peo- 
ple. Accustomed  at  home  to  a population  who  can 
appreciate  human  liberty  and  human  progress,  he  did 
not  anticipate  internal  difficulties,  nor  suppose  that 
the  boon  of  free  and  just  government,  which  he 
seemed,  at  least,  to  proffer,  would  be  rejected  by  any 
portion  of  the  New  Mexicans.  Still,  as  to  all  bis 
sirictly  military  arrangements,  they  were  made  (if 
not  for  the  purpose)  capable  of  the  effect  of  suppres- 
sing domestic  insurrection;  though  it  may  have  been 
that  this  capability  arose,  not  so  much  from  an  ex- 
pectation that  Ihe  tioops  would  ever  be  called  to 
such  a duty,  as  from  the  necessity  of  posting  them  in 
the  positions  assigned,  in  order  to  sustain  the  animals, 
and  also  to  protect  the  Mexicans,  while  peaceable, 
against  their  Indian  enemies. 

It  is  important  in  writing  of  things,  that  we  treat 
all  with  justice.  A false  estimate  of  the  value  of 
New  Mexico  had  prevailed  in  the  United  States,  and 
so  extensively  loo,  as  to  deceive  statesman  of  even 
the  general  and  accurate  information  of  Colonel 
Benton;  for  the  resources  of  this  proviiiiice  were 
greatly  overrated  As  was  the  case  in  Texas  before 
the  expedition  in  1841,  the  character  of  this  people, 
their  feelings,  and  views,  were  misunderstood  in  the 
United  Slates;  for  it  was  supposed  that  they  were 
at  least  willing,  if  not  desirous  to  come  under  our 
government.  And  another  error  existed  in  regard 
to  the  amount  of  military  force  which  it  was  sup- 
posed Mexico  could  draw  from  this  province,  during 
the  war. 

For  these  reasons,  the  military  as  well  as  political 
and  economical  ones,  being  all  unfounded,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  Col.  Benton  advised,  and  Mr.  Polk  order- 
ed, an  army  to  be  marched  to  this  province.  We 
came  (may  we  be  forgiven) — lue  saw — we  conquered! 

Possession  was  taken  by  the  General,  in  the  name 
of  the  United  Stales.  It  was  but  a military  posses- 
sion, and  was  only  expected  lo  be  such.  But  the 
solemn  farce  was  enacted  of  administering  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  Slates,  with  nearly  two 
thousand  American  soldiers,  with  loaded  arms, 
around  each  village,  and  sixteen  pieces  of  ordinance 
ready  to  fire  it.  No  wonder  the  Alcalde,  under  such 
a duress,  would  swear  by  the  whole  calendar  of 
saints!  The  governor  had  fled  when  we  reached  the 
capital,  or  he  too,  with  a row  of  cannon  fronting  his 
palacio,  would  have  been  made  “a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,”  in  the  face  of  the  law  which  declares 
that  no  subject  of  a foreign  power  at  war  with  the 
United  Slates,  can,  during  the  war,  beco.ne  a citizen. 
He  would  have  been  metamorphosed,  by  a speech 
from  the  General,  (and  an  oath,  probably  taken 
with  a mental  reservation  that  it  should  be  broken 
as  soon  as  convenient,)  into  an  American  citizen,  by 
virtue  of  Mr.  Polk’s  orders,  and  here,  on  foreign 
soil,  himself  an  alien  enemy,  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, as  fully  as  any  native  born  or  duly  naturalized 
ciiizon  and  patriot  in  the  S ales!  Such  was  the  doc- 
trine implied  in  all  the  General’s  acts:  but  as  it  did 
not  lead  at  once  lo  its  practical  consequences,  we 
suffered  it  lo  pass. 

There  was  a sort  of  interregnum  in  the  government 
here,  when  we  reached  the  capital.  Some  civil  gov- 
ernment was  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the 
people,  and  a very  good  one  was,  in  fact,  established. 
It  w as  right  enough  that  crimes  against  natural  laws 
and  good  morals,  should  be  punished:  that  rights 
civil  and  social  rather  than  political,  should  be  pro- 
tected; and  laws  for  this  purpose  were  promulgated 
by  the  conquering  general.  We  saw  the  necessity 
for  this  arrangement,  during  the  war,  or  until  our 
doings  here  could  be  examined  by  the  people’s  rep- 
reseiitives  at  home:  The  move,  by  the  General,  was 

a bold  one,  but,  under  the  circuiiislances,  it  had  lo 
he  made  or  the  conquest  abandoned;  and  we  did  not 
think  it  worthy  of  very  serious  animadversion. 

'I'here  was  an  “attorney  of  ihe  United  States  for 
the  district  of  New  Mexico”  appointed,  and  a mar- 
shal, &.C.  But  we  only  regarded  the  attorney  as  a 
very  agreeable  young  gentleman  with  a very  high 
sounding  tale,  uiid  never  expected  to  see  him  in  .he 
position  he  has  since  occupied.  We  may  have 
thought  that  if  the  United  States  should  have  any 
pecuniary  claims  agaiusl  any  delinquent  officers  here, 
lie  might  be  uselul  enough  in  enforcing  them,  using 
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for  that  pijr-iose  i ■.a'-hinr'";  'i*'  Uie  ooijrls,  whioh 
. -y  .1  poses.  It  was  plain 
enough  that  tlie  process  of  Uie  United  States  court 
for  Missouri,  could  not  run  into  New  Mexico,  nor 
eren  that  of  Texas;  and  it  might  do  no  harm,  some 
may  have  thought,  to  have  a process  for  some  such 
purposes,  when  there  vvas  no  very  serious  principle 
involved  except  that  no  authority,  in  constitution  or 
law,  appeared  for  the  proceeding! 

But  we  did  not  then  regard  as  hardly  possible, 
what  is  now  history;  for  since  the  departure  of  Gen. 
Kearny,  the  aspect  of  affairs  has  changed  very  ma- 
terially; and  the  district  attorney,  who  was  regarded 
as  only  an  item  of  the  territorial  appendages  of  no 
great  public  consequence,  is  now  acting  a part  of  no, 
little  interest  in  the  farcical,  though  still  important, 
proceedings  here.  He  prsecutes  in  the  courts  here 
individuals  who  nere  never  citizens  of  the  United 
States — for  the  crime  of  treason  against  the  United 
Slates! 

The  consummation  of  ths  ••anriexati  m”  of  this 
province  to  the  Union,  by  Mr.  Polk,  is  already  before 
us.  One  IMexican  has  already  been  convicted  of 
“treason.”  He  was  indicted  before  the  court 
here  a few  days  ago,  was  found  guilty  of  counselling 
the  late  attempt  at  revolution,  and  on  the  16lh,  sen- 
tenced to  be  hung!  True,  on  the  petition  of  the 
Judge  and  others,  the  execution  of  the  sentence  has 
been  postponed  by  the  acting  Governor,  until  the 
wh  le  case  can  be  referred  to  President  Polk — the 
.cal  father  of  the  government  here — for  his  consider- 
aiion.  'I'he  ultimate  decision  of  the  case  involves 
• cportant  principles. 

The  natne  of  this  traitor  is  Antonio  Maria  Trogil- 
lo.  His  counsel  contended  strongly  that  the  whole 
proceedings  were  without  law  to  support  them,  but 
in  vain.  The  Judge  thought  it  his  duty  to  go  on. 

Thus,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Polk — so  far  as  the 
machinery  here  can  do  it — the  political  relations  of 
this  people  towards  the  United  States  are  changed. 
If  this  conviction  is  legal,  then  “annexatiun”  is  com- 
plete; and  the  people  of  New  Mexico  must  now  be 
recognised  as  ■‘/eltoio  citizens.^’  A country  which, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  is  inhabited  by  ignorant, 
dishonest,  treacherous  men;  and  by  women  who  are 
believed  scarcely  to  know  what  virtue  is,  beyond  its 
name,  is  now  part  of  the  American  Union! 

You,  who  have  voices  in  the  states,  may  do  well, 
perhaps  to  think  and  speak  of  these  things.  Recon- 
cile them,  if  you  can,  with  your  regard  for  law — the 
constitution — liberty.  And  ask  yourselves  if  Mr. 
Polk  is  not  advancing  rapidly,  not  as  a component 
part  of  the  law  making  power,  but  as  that  power 
itself. 

Carry  out  the  propositions,  and  see  where  they 
will  lead  you.  This  people,  if  citizens,  must  be 
represented  in  congress.  If  they  elect  a delegate — 
and  we  have  now  here  candidates  feeling  their  way; 
will  you  give  him  a seal.^’  JVbus  verroiis.  Perhaps 
under  ihe  new  order  of  things  established  by  Mr. 
Polk,  (and  for  which,  as  the  instrument,  Gen.  Kear- 
ny has  been  rathei;too  severely  blamed,  having  been 
bound,  as  a military  man,  to  obey  orders,)  the  dele- 
gate may  even  claim  a vole!  What  say  you>  The 
doctrine  which  sustains  a prosecution  for  treason 
against  the  United  States,  would  at  least  entitle  him 
to  a seal  and  oblige  you  to  have  him;  or,  otherwise, 
you  will  not  sustain  ihe  already  consummated  “an- 
nexation.” 

Again,  we  wish  you  to  be  prepared  to  protect  the 
property  and  lives  of  all  jlJeaiicfms,  born  and  reared  in 
this  province,  or  domiciliaied  here,  who  may  chance 
to  be  imprisoned  or  otherwise  improperly  dealt  with 
by  any  foreign  power.  Almost  the  entire  population 
in  New  Mexico  hate  us  a little  worse  than  they  do 
the  devil;  yet  according  to  Mr.  Polk’s  court,  if  a 
single  one  of  these  “citizens”  gets  into  any  unpleasant 
dilemma  in  the  hands  of  any  loreign  power — he  must 
be  rescued  by  the  United  tSlates.  This  is  a conse- 
quence of  the  positions  taken  here.  The  relations 
of  “citizens”  towards  their  government  impose  du- 
ties on  Ihe  former,  but  obligations  on  the  latter  also; 
and  every  government  owes  protection  to  its  “citi- 
zens.” But  we  are  doing  that  now,  said,  in  court, 
the  district  attorney — towards  whom  1 mean  not  the 
sliglilest  personal  disrespect — lor  we  defend  the 
New  Mexicans  against  the  Nabajo  Indians! 

The  allorney,  however,  was  a little  inconsistent, 
1 thought,  in  one  part  ol  his  ingeniousargument.  Fust 
having  claimed  this  barren  tract  as  a territory,  he 
next  claimed  it,  if  not  as  a territory  ol  llie  United 
States,  as  part  of  I'exas!  Now,  1 was  in  favor  ol 
annexing  Texas,  because  the  people  had  established 
Itieir  independence  voluiilarilj  first,  and  being  muslly 
cnigrants  irom  the  U.  Slates,  wished  to  be  annexeo; 
a very  difi'erenl  case  from  that  of  the  mongrel  aiiU 
motley  populalion  of  New  Mexico — but  1 did  not 
dream,  V,  hen  I wrote  a brief  article  for  your  paper 
Some  years  ago,  in  favor  of  aiinexalion,  that  1 was 
urging  the  annexaliou  ol  lliis  province  of  Mexico! — 


Till  Ibis  day  I never  can  understand  how  New  Mex- 
ico ■leca.iie  part  ol  Texas — New  Mexico  has  been 
regarded  as  one  province  by  the  Mexican  government; 
Texas  as  another  But  how  the  latter  swallowed  up 
this  worthless  part  of  the  globe,  1 never  can  under- 
stand. 

Or,  if  this  is  really  part  of  Texas,  I beg  of  some 
enlightened  friend  of  Mr.  Polk  to  tell  me  why  Gen. 
Kearny,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Polk,  established  a, 
separate  government  here.^  Or,  to  go  back  a little, 
why  did  the  free  voters  of  Texas  establish  their  gov- 
ernment so  near  the  gulf,  adopt  a constitution,  and 
organize  even  to  Ihe  distribution  of  all  officers,  with- 
out asking  a participation  by  the  “citizens  of  Texas 
here?  And  why  did  not  the  general  give  back  to 
Texas  her  own,  atler  we  came  here  and  conquered 
it?  When  Armijo  ran,  and  the  general  took  the 
reins,  he  became  the  trustee  of  Texas,  and  should 
have  rendered  to  hi,s  cestui  qui  trust  an  account  ofthe 
properly.  Why  did  he  appoint  a governor,  make 
up  courts,  create  attorneys,  judges,  &c.,  under  the 
government  of  the  United  Slates,  instead  of  referring 
all  these  matters  to  Texas?  As  an  independent 
slate,  Texas  is  sovereign  over  her  own  territory; — 
then  what  right  had  the  agent  of  Mr.  Polk  to  appoint 
a governor  over  this  portion  of  the  “free  and  enlight- 
ened”— this  extremely  well  read  and  republican 
portion  of  the  “citizens”  of  Texas'?  And  then  these 
courts,  why  they  claim  to  be  territorial  courts,  but 
are  within  the  limits  of  a stale!  Are  they  not  anom- 
alies? But  we  have  many  things  here  which  seem 
to  be  sui  generis.  Let  me  ask — is  there  a U.  Slates 
court  for  ilie  district  of  Texas?  If  so  let  its  sphere 
be  extended,  and  drive  out  these  usurpers!  JEvfeii 
our  “district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico”  would,  in  that  exent,  find 
himself  somewhat  superfluous. 

But,  if  this  is  now  a stale  or  territory;  how  unfor- 
tunate for  us  that  there  are  no  orders  here  to  draft 
the  militia.  We  might  in  this  way,  soon  have  the 
army  filled  up  from  these  “citizens,”  and  then  go 
home  to  our  wives  and  children — those  of  us  who 
have  not  yet  fallen  victims  to  the  rigor  and  unheal- 
thiness of  Ihe  winter  climate  here,  operating  on  con- 
stitutions from  the  climate  of  the  old  states,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  other  causes  of  disease  and  death — 
causes  which  still  sustain  a most  distressing  trortality 
among  the  troops. 

Jt  is  difficult  to  treat  with  due  gravity,  all  the 
ridiculous  propositioin  advanced  regarding  this  “ter- 
ritory;”yel  they  are  of  no  little  consequence.  If 
Mr.  Polk,  by  the  act  ofhis  presidential  volition,  can 
create  territories,  and  make  citizens  thus,  by  a dasb 
of  his  pen,  adding  to  our  populalion  as  well  as  ex- 
tending our  boundaries,  we  must  be  careful  to  frame 
some  new  questions  for  the  next  presidential  candi- 
dates. 

I would  suggest  the  following,  as  among  the  num- 
ber absolutely  necessary:  I.  Generally  speaking, 

how  many  new  territories  do  you  think  ought  to  be 
added  to  the  Union?  2.  How  much,  and  what  part 
of  Canada  will  you  annex?  3.  What  say  you  to 
Nova  Scotia?  4.  Will  you  extend  the  boundaries 
of  Oregon  to  Betiring’s  straits,  and  if  so,  how  much 
and  what  part  of  Kamschatka  willyou  send  a gen- 
eral to  conquei?  5.  And  will  you,  or  will  you 
not,  convict  the  Kamschaikadales  of  treason 
against  the  United  States,  if  they  speak  of  revolt 
against  the  authority  which  you  have  forced  upon 
them?  These  questions  might  do:  but  I have  still 
one  or  two  more.  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to 
Cuba?  and  what  do  you  think  of  the  annexation  of 
Hayti! 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  murderers 
here  be  hung;  let  rogues  and  thieves  be  imprisoned, 
or,  as  is  sometimes  done,  take  the  lash  in  the  public 
square.  All  this  is  well  enough,  and  may  prevail 
under  the  present  government  very  properly,  in  order 
that  we  may  hold  the  conquest  until  the  war  is  over. 
But  if  the  conquered  do  not  relish  our  government, 
let  us  not  violate  its  laws — its  constitution — its  prin- 
ciples— by  attempting  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
punishment.  I have  no  sympathy  with  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  American  government  here;  but 
1 love  my  country,  and  it  is  painful  to  reflect  how 
rapidly  the  one  man  power  in  advancing.  Let  it  be 
checked. 

Ttiese  thoughts  are  hastily  thrown  together;  to 
turn  the  attention  of  able  minds  to  the  subject,  rather 
than  with  a design  of  attempting  its  full  and  due 
elucidation;  and  all  reflecting  Americans  here,  of 
whatever  party  at  home,  concur  in  these  views  with 
A VOLUNTEER. 

SANTA  FE  AND  CHIHUAHUA. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Reveille. 

Sublette's  arrival  with  despatches  from  Col.  Doniphan. 

Danger  of  the  trip. 

We  have  had  a conversation  with  Solomon  P. 
Sublette,  esq.  the  well  known  mountaineer,  who  has 


just  arrived,  bearer  of  the  American  report  of  lh« 
battle  of  Sacramento.  A.  letter  from  him  dated. 
Pawnee  Fork,  conveyed  some  idea  of  the  hardships 
attending  his  trip  out  that  far.  When  he  approach- 
ed the  mountains  in  the  neighborhood  of  Taos  Valley, 
he  beard  of  the  massacre  of  Bent  and  others,  and 
was  afterwards  unable  to  persuade  men  to  aceom- 
pany  him  across.  Furnished  with  the  alarming  ac 
count,  and  knowing  nothing  of  what  was  further 
transpiring,  he  was  forced,  in  his  lonely  situation,  to 
move  with  great  caution.  The  Mexicans  who  had 
come  out  on  the  road,  stated  that  they  had  possession 
of  all  the  passes,  and  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
pen  the  Americans  in  the  country,  and  destroy  every 
soul.  After  reconnoitring  and  dodging  their  com- 
panies for  several  days,  Mr.  Sublette  succeeding  in 
joining  our  forces  in  Santa  Fe,  and  safely  delivered 
bis  despatches. 

Taking  the  season,  the  distance,  and  the  dangers 
together,  and  the  feat  of  safely  bearing  these  des- 
patches will  compare  with  any  thing  on  record.  Mr. 
Sublette,  in  his  trip  out  and  in,  lost  but  two  mules, 
a mess  pan,  and  a lariat  rope.  These  simple  facts 
prove  how  valuable  experience  is  upon  the  prairies. 
The  road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Santa  Fe,  over 
which  inexperienced  teamsters  have  travelled,  has 
scattered  over  its  surface  about  five  million  dollars’ 
worth  of  United  States  government  supplies.  The 
bones  of  the  cattle — and  in  many  places  the  drivers 
— lie  side  by  side,  a melancholy  result,  brought  about 
alone  by  inexperience.  Besides  the  wrecks  of  in- 
numerable wagons,  and  a grievous  waste  of  provi- 
sions, track  the  train  route. 

Mr.  S.  from  conversations  with  the  volunteers  now 
on  duty  in  Mexico,  is  of  the  opinion  that  very  few, 
if  any  of  them  can  be  induced  to  re-enlist.  The  de- 
sire to  return  home  is  general;  and  if  troops  do  not 
arrive  in  time  to  relieve  them  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service,  he  thinks  it  will  be  difficult  to 
retain  them  in  the  country.  We  hope  the  volunteers 
there  have  more  regard  for  the  interests  of  their 
country  than  to  abandon  the  conquest  they  have 
won  through  such  devotion  and  hardships.  Their 
abandonment  of  the  country  would  produce  a neces- 
sary departure  of  every  Atnerican,  government  of- 
ficers, traders  and  all;  for  those  who  would  have 
the  temerity  to  remain  would  certainly  be  massa- 
cred. 

As  a sample  of  the  feeling  existing  in  Taos  and 
Santa  Fe,  our  informant  says  that  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  Coi.  Doniphan’s  capture  of  Chihuahua  the 
Mexicans  were  very  insolent — they  would  jostle 
Americans  in  the  street — refuse  to  speak  with  them, 
except  to  ofi'er  wagers  that  Doniphan  was  a pri- 
soner in  Chihuahua.  As  soon,  however,  as  intel- 
ligence of  the  fight  was  received,  they  were  entirely 
crest  fallen,  humble,  and  full  of  friendly  profes- 
sions. 

Magoffin,  the  trader  whom  the  authorities  of  Chi- 
huahua had  condemned  to  death  as  a traitor,  was 
not  found  in  the  city  on  its  capture,  and  when  in- 
quiries were  made  after  him  by  Col.  D.  the  autho- 
rities staled  ihut  he  had  been  sent  to  Durango,  with 
orders  if  Chihuahua  was  taken  to  forward  him  furliier 
into  the  interior.  Mr.  S.  is  of  the  opinion  that  they 
killed  Magoffin,  and  that  be  w’as  sent  to  the  interior 
in  order  that  it  might  more  quietly  be  consum- 
mated. 

Our  informant  expresses  his  opinion  that  Gen- 
Kearney  is  by  this  lime  in  Santa  Fe.  The  officers 
were  expecting  him  about  the  latter  end  of  April, 
and  time  sufficient  would  then  have  elapsed  for  his 
arrival,  after  receipt  of  the  despatches  forwarded  to 
him  by  an  express. 

Colonel  Mitchell.  A letter  from  a responsible 
source  in  Santa  Fe,  dated  March  25th,  and  directed 
to  a friend  of  ours  in  St.  Louis.  Writes — 

“You  are  aware  that  Colonel  Mitchell  left  some 
months  since  for  Chihuahua,  and  joined  Col.  Doni- 
phan’s command.  He  was  the  master-spirit  and  di- 
recting hand  in  the  late  battle  of  Sacramento.— 
He  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  judgment.  Maj. 
M.  L.  Clark  also  distinguished  himself.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  battles  on  record — a bold 
and  daring  act  on  the  part  of  the  Amei  iean  forces. 
You  will  receive  by  other  channels  a full  report. — 
Capl.  P.  Thompson,  U.  S.  dragoons,  accompanies 
Col.  Mitchell. 

“Alter  the  arrival  of  Col.  Mitchell  in  Chihuahua, 
an  incident  characteristic  with  the  man  occured. — 
He  was  directed  to  make  search  of  all  the  principal 
houses  for  contraband  ol  war.  He  arrived  at  the  re- 
sidence of  governor  Trias,  who  had  deserted  the 
city  and  found  his  house  locked.  He  called  for  the 
Hey.  Au  Eiigiishmau,  Mr.  Potts,  president  of  the 
mining  coiiqiany  and  mint,  told  him  that  the  gov- 
ernor had  lell  the  house  and  contents  in  liis  charge, 
and  that  he.  (Col.  Mitchell)  or  no  one  should  enter 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  15,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


l7o 


sajing  it  was  under  the  British  flag,  and  any  violation' 

would  be  reported  to  his  government.  Col.  Mitchell 

remarked  that  he  must  go  in,  and  said  he  had  a key 
which  would  open  the  door.  He  sent  his  sergeant  for 
two  howitzers,  lit  the  match,  and  was  advancing, 
when  senor  Englishman  begged  him  not  to  fire,  as 
bit  brother  was  in  the  houfe,  *nd  surrendered  hioi 
the  key.  An  examination  was  made,  aud  nothing 
but  private  property  w»s  found,  which  was  respect- 
ed 1 am  informed  by  reliable  authority  that  no 
depredations  wer<  committed  on  the  city,  the  troops 
being  in  good  discipline.  In  fact,  this  march  and 
enesgemeo*  Col.  Doniphan’s  was  a brilliant  af- 
fair an  ' will  confer  great  glory  on  all  concerned. — 
MaiV  Walker,  U.  Slates  army,  is  quite  sick  still. — 
IVjjjor  Spalding  is  here  also.” 

MAJOR  CLARK'i  official  REPORT. 

Headquarters,  Bat.  JV/o.  Light  Artillery, 

Camp  near  Chihuahua,  JUexico,  March  2,  1847. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreably  to 
your  instructions,  I left  camp,  near  I.iuz,  on  the 
moniing  of  the  28th  ult.  accompanied  by  my  adjutant, 
Lieut.  L.  D.  Walker,  and  non-commissioned  staff, 
and  proceeded  in  advance  to  a position  commanding 
a full  view  of  the  enemy’s  camp  and  entrenchments, 
situated  about  four  miles  distant.  From  this  point, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  in  force  awaiting 
our  approach,  having  occupied  the  ridge  and  neigh- 
boring heights  about  Sacramento.  Upon  examina- 
tion it  was  discovered  that  his  entrenchments  and 
redoubts  occupied  the  biow  of  an  elevation  extend- 
ing across  the  ngiie,  between  the  Arroyo  Seco  and 
that  of  Sacramento,  both  of  which,  at  this  point, 
cross  the  valley,  from  the  elevated  ridge  of  moun- 
tains in  the  rear  of  the  village  of  Terreon,  known 

by  the  name  of  Sierra  deVictoiias,  and  that  of 

on  the  east,  and  through  which  runs  the  Rio  del 
Nombre  de  Dios.  This  valley  is  about  four  miles  in 
width,  and  entrenched  by  the  enemy  entirely  across, 
from  mountain  to  mountain,  the  road  to  the  city  el 
Chihuahua  running  directly  through  its  centre,  and 
of  necessity  passing  near  to  and  crossing  the  Rio 
Sacramento  at  the  rancho  Sacramento,  a strongly 
built  and  fortified  house,  with  adjoining  corrals  and 
other  enclosures  belonginging  to  Angel  Trias,  the 
governor  ol  Chihuahua.  From  observation  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  the  site 
between  these  hills,  and  that  the  batteries  upon  them 
were  supported  by  infantry,  his  cavalry  being  in  ad- 
vance positions,  formed  into  three  columns,  between 
the  Arroyo  Seco  and  our  advance.  During  these 
observations  the  enemy’s  advance  guard  discovered 
my  parly — approached  rapidly,  with  the  evident  in- 
tention of  intercepting  itj  but  being  met  by  that  ot 
our  troops  which  1 had  sent  forward,  it  as  rapidly 
retreated;  at  this  lime,  also,  the  three  columns  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  recrossed  the  Arroyo  Seco,  and 
retired  behind  their  entrenchments.  1 then  approach- 
ed within  six  hundred  yards  of  their  most  advauced 
redoubt,  from  which  point  the  enemy’s  formation  was 
plainly  discernible.  The  entrencbinenls  consisted  of 
a line,  with  intervals  composed  of  circular  redoubts, 
from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  yaids  intervals, 
with  entrenchments  between  each,  covering  balte 
ries  partly  masked  by  cavalry.  The  redoubt  nearest 
to  roy  position  contained  two  pieces  of  connon,  sup- 
ported by  several  hundred  infantry.  I’lie  enemy’s 
right  and  lelt  were  strongly  positioned — the  Cerro 
Fnjoles  on  his  right  having  high,  precipitous  sides, 
with  a redoubt  commanding  the  surrounding  country 
and  the  pass  leading  towards  Chihuahua  through  Ar- 
royo Seco. 

The  Cerro  Sacramento,  on  his  left,  consisting  of 
a pile  of  immense  volcanic  rocks,  was  surmounted 
by  a battery  commanding  the  main  road  to  Chihua- 
hua leading  directly  in  Ironl  ol  the  enemy’s  entrench 
nienls,  crossing  the  Rio  Sacramento  at  the  rancho, 
directly  under  its  fire,  and  also  commanding  the  road 
from  'I'erreen,  immediately  in  its  rear.  I he  crossing 
of  the  main  toad  over  the  Arroyo  Seco,  at  the  point 
from  which  my  reconnoissance  was  made,  laid  direct- 
ly under  the  fire  ol  the  batteries  on  the  enemy’s 
light,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  a route  more  distant  from  the  ene- 
my’s entrenchments.  The  passage  was  found  to  be 
practicable  with  some  little  labor,  and  the  point  se- 
lected as  the  best  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery  and 
wagon  and  merchant’s  trains. 

The  whole  Iront  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  entrench 
ments  appeared  to  be  about  two  miles,  and  his  lorce 
3,000  men;  the  artillery  being  masked,  the  number 
and  caliber  of  his  cannon  could  not  be  estimated. — 
Further,  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battalion 
of  artillery  under  my  command,  composed  of  110 
men  and  7 oUicers,  wiih  a battery  of  six  pieces  ol 
artillery,  werfe,  on  the  morning  of  the  battle,  directed 
to  lorm  under  the  direction  ol  Captain  Weighlman, 
between  the  two  columns  of  merclianl  and  provision 
Wagons,  being  thus  masked  from  the  view  of  the 


enemy;  in  this  column  my  troops  continued  the  march 
to  within  about  1,500  yards  of  the  enemy’s  most  ad- 
vanced position.  Our  direction  was  then  changed  to 
the  right,  and  the  column  having  crossed  the  Arroyo 
Seco  within  reach  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  rapidly  ad- 
vanced towards  the  table  land  between  the  Seco 
and  Sacramento;  at  this  time  the  enemy  was  per- 
ceived advancing  from  his  entrenchments  to  prevent 
our  seizing  upon  these  heights,  but  by  a rapid  move- 
ment of  the  battery  it  was  quickly  drawn  from  its 
mask,  and  seizing  upon  a favorable  position,  protect- 
ed at  the  rear  by  a marsh  from  the  attack  of  a large 
body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  ascertained  to  be  hang- 
ing on  our  rear,  it  was  formed,  and  at  once  opened 
fire  upon  the  enemy’s  cavalry  rapidly  advancing  upon 
us.  At  this  moment,  his  charging  column  was  about 
900  yards  distant,  and  the  effect  of  our  strap  shot  and 
shells  were  such  as  to  break  his  ranks  and  throw  his 
cavalry  into  confusion.  The  enemy  now  rapidly 
deployed  into  line,  bringing  up  his  artillery  from  the 
entrenchments.  During  this  time  onr  line  was  pre- 
paring for  a charge,  my  artillery  advancing  by  hand 
and  firing  The  enemy  now  opened  a heavy  fire  of 
cannon  upon  our  line,  mainly  directed  upon  the  bat- 
tery, bat  with  little  effect. 

Lieutenant  Dorn  had  his  horse  shot  from  under 
him  by  a nine  pound  ball,  at  this  stage  of  the  action, 
and  several  mules  and  oxen  in  liie  merchant  wagons 
in  our  rear  were  wounded  and  killed,  which,  howev- 
er, was  the  only  damage  done.  The  fire  of  our  can- 
non at  this  lime  had  such  good  eflect  as  to  dismount 
one  of  the  enemy’s  pieces,  and  completely  to  dis- 
perse his  cavalry,  and  drive  him  from  his  position, 
forcing  him  to  retire  behind  his  entrenchments.  For 
a short  lime  the  firing  on  either  side  now  ceased,  and 
the  enemy  appeared  to  be  moving  his  cannon  and 
wounded,  whilst  our  line  prepared  to  change  our  po- 
sition more  towards  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  oc 
copying  a more  advantageous  ground.  One  object 
being  soon  gained,  the  order  to  advance  was  given, 
and  immediately  after  I was  directed  to  send  the 
section  of  howitzers  to  support  a charge  upon  the 
enemy’s  left.  I immediately  ordered  Captain  R.  H 
Weighlman  to  detach  the  section  composod  of  two 
12  pound  mountain  howitzers,  mounted  upon  carna- 
ges, constructed  especially  for  field  prairie  service, 
and  drawn  by  two  liorses  each — these  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenants  E.  F.  Chouteau  and  F.  D. 
Evans,  and  manned  by  some  twenty  men,  whose 
conduct  in  this  action  cannot  be  too  much  commend- 
ed. Captain  Weighlman  charged  at  full  gallop  upon 
the  enemy’s  left,  preceded  by  Captain  Reed  and  his 
company  of  horse;  and  after  crosssing  a ravine  some 
150  yards  from  the  enemy,  he  unlimbered  the  guns 
within  50  yards  of  the  entrenchments,  and  opened  a 
destructive  fire  of  canister  into  his  ranks,  which  was 
warmly  returned,  but  without  effect.  Capt.  Weight- 
man  again  advanced  upon  the  entrenchment,  passing 
through  it  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  within 
few  feel  of  the  ditches;  and  in  the  midst  of  a cross 
fire  from  three  directions  again  opened  his  fire  to  the 
right  and  left  with  such  effect  that,  with  the  formi- 
dable charge  of  the  cavalry  and  dismounted  men  of 
your  own  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Col.  Mitchell 
escort,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  breastworks 
on  our  right  in  great  confusion. 

At  Ibis  lime,  under  a heavy  cross  fire  from  the 
battery  upon  Cerro  Sacramento,  1 was  advancing 
with  our  battery  of  four  6 pounders,  under  Lieuts. 
Dorn,  Kribben,  and  Labeauine,  upon  the  enemy’s 
right,  supported  by  Major  Gilpin  on  the  left,  and  the 
wagon  trail),  escorted  by  two  companies  of  infantry, 
under  Captains  E.  J.  Glasgow  and  Skilmaii,  in  the 
rear,  when  Major  Gilpin  charged  upon  the  enemy’s 
centre,  and  forced  him  from  his  < nirenchments  under 
a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms;  at  the  same 
time  the  fire  of  our  battery  was  opened  upon  the  en- 
emy’s  extreme  right,  from  which  a continued  fire 
had  been  kept  up  upon  our  line  and  the  wagon  train. 
Two  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  were  now  soon  dismount- 
ed on  their  right;  that  battery  silenced,  and  the  ene- 
my dislodged  from  the  redoubt  on  Cerro  Frijoles. — 
Perceiving  a body  of  lancers  forming  for  the  purpose 
of  oul-flankiiig  our  left,  and  attacking  the  mer- 
chants’ wagons  under  Capt.  Glasgow,  1 again  opened 
upon  them  a very  destructive  fire  of  grape  and 
spherical  case  shot,  wtiicii  soon  cleared  the  left  of 
our  line;  tlie  enemy,  vacating  his  entrenchments  and 
deserting  his  guns,  was  hotly  pursued  towards  the 
mountains  beyond  Cerro  Frijoles,  and  down  the  Ar- 
royo Seco  to  Sacrainenlo,  by  both  wings  of  the  ar 
my,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jackson,  and  Major  Gilpin,  and  by  Captain 
Weighlman,  with  the  sections  ol  howitzers.  During 
this  pursuit  my  officers  repeatedly  opened  llieir  tires 
upon  the  retreating  enemy  with  great  effect.  I’o 
cover  this  lliglil  of  tlie  enemy’s  forces  from  the  en- 
trenched camp,  the  heaviest  ol  his  cannon  had  been 
taken  Ironi  the  enlreiichmeiils  to  the  Cerro  Sacra- 
mento, and  a lieavy  lire  opened  upon  our  pursuing 


forces  and  the  wagons  following  in  the  re  ir  To  si- 
lence this  battery,  1 had  lo  aniicipalt-  ' m''  .inh^r  to 
that  effect  by  at  once  occupying  the  nearest  ol  the 
enemy’s  entrenchments,  1,225  yards  distant;  and  not- 
withstanding the  elevated  position  of  the  Mexican 
battery,  giving  him  a ploughing  fire  into  my  en- 
trenchment, which  was  not  defiladed,  and  the  greater 
range  of  his  long  nine  pounders,  the  first  fire  of  our 
guns  dismounted  one  of  his  largest  pieces,  and  the 
fire  was  kept  up  with  such  briskness  and  precision 
of  aim,  that  this  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  the 
enemy  seen  precipitately  retreating.  The  fire  was 
then  continued  upon  the  Rancho  Sacramento,  and 
the  enemy’s  ammunition  and  baggage  train  relreat- 
ng  upon  the  road  lo  Chihuahua.  By  this  fire  the 
house  and  several  wagons  were  rendered  untenable 
and  useless.  By  this  lime  Lieutenant  Col.  Mitchell 
had  scaled  the  hill,  followed  by  the  section  of  how- 
itzers under  Capt.  Weighlman,  and  the  last  position 
of  the  Mexican  forces  taken  possession  of  by  our 
own  troops,  ihus  leaving  the  American  forces  mas- 
ters of  the  field.  Having  silenced  the  fire  from  Cer- 
ro Sacramento,  our  battery  was  removed  into  the 
plain  at  the  rancho,  where  we  gained  the  road  and 
were  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  when  1 received  your 
order  to  return  and  encamp  within  the  enemy’s  en- 
trenchments for  the  night.  From  the  time  of  first 
opening  my  fire  upon  the  Mexican  cavalry,  to  the 
cessation  of  the  firing  upon  the  rancho  and  battery 
of  Sacramento,  was  about  three  hours,  and,  during 
the  whole  lime  of  the  action,  1 lake  the  utmost  plea- 
sure in  stating  that  every  officer  and  man  of  my 
command  did  liis  duty  with  cheerfulness,  coolness, 
and  precision,  which  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  ad- 
mirable effect  produced  by  their  fire,  the  great  ac- 
curacy of  their  aim,  their  expediency  and  ingenuity 
in  supplying  deficiencies  in  the  field  during  the  action, 
and  the  prompt  management  of  the  pieces,  rendered 
still  more  remarkable  from  the  fad  that  1 had,  dur- 
ing the  tight,  less  than  two  thirds  the  number  of 
cannoneers  generally  required  for  the  service  of  light 
artillery , and  but  four  ot  the  twelve  artillery  carna- 
ges belonging  to  my  battery  harnessed  with  horses, 
the  remaining  eight  carriages  being  harnessed  to 
mules  of  the  country. 

During  the  day  my  stafiT  were  of  the  greatest  ser- 
vice.  Adjutant  L D.  Walker  iiaving  been  sent  with 
the  howitzers,  and  the  non-eommissioried  officers  re- 
maining with  me  to  assist  m the  service  of  the  bat- 
tery, In  tins  action  the  troops  under  your  command 
have  captured  from  the  enemy  one  9 pounder,  one  6 
pounder,  and  seven  4 pounder  guns,  all  mounted  on 
new  stock-trail  carriages.  Their  pieces  were  all 
manufactured  in  Chihuahua,  except  the  six  pounder, 
which  is  an  old  Spanish  piece.  Three  of  the  four 
pounders  were  made  at  the  mint  in  Chihuahua;  seven 
ol  the  ten  pieces  were  spiked,  but  have  been  unspik- 
ed  since  their  capture;  four  of  them  were  rendered 
unserviceable  in  the  action;  one  entirely  dismounted 
and  seized  by  my  adjutant  whilst  in  the  act  of  being 
dragged  Irom  the  field  by  the  retreating  enemy.— 
Tl  ere  were  also  taken  two  pieces  of  arlillery 
mounting  three  wall  pieces  of  li  inch  caliber  each 
and  these  are  formidable  weapons  upon  a charging 
force.  With  these  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  was 
taken  a due  proportion  of  ammunition,  implements, 
harness,  mules,  &c.,  and  they  may  be  rendered 
8 V ceabie  by  being  properly  repaired  and  man- 
ned, for  which  purpose  1 would  ask  for  fur- 
t.er  reinforcement  ef  my  command.  It  is  with 
feelings  ol  gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  all  battles 
itiat  1 liave  now  the  honor  lo  report  that  not 
one  man  of  my  i o lunaiid  has  been  hurt,  nor  any 
animal--,  with  the  exception  of  one  horse,  kiljed  un- 
der Lieutenant  Dorn,  chief  of  the  first  section  of  6 
pounder  guns,  and  of  one  mule  beJoiigimr  iq  iHp 
United  Stales,  shot  under  one  of  the  cannoneers- 
neither  has  a gun  or  carriage  of  my  battery  been 
touched  except  in  one  instance,  where  a nine  pound 
ball  struck  the  tire  of  a wheel  without  producing  in- 
jury. This  13  a fact  worthy  ot  notice,  that  so  little 
damage  was  done  to  a command  greatly  exposed  to 
the  enemy  s fire  and  of  itself  made  a point  of  attack 
by  the  enemy,  if  I may  so  judge  by  the  showers  of 
cannon  and  other  shot  constantly  poured  into  us  as 
long  as  the  enemy  continued  to  occupy  his  position. 
1 might  cal  your  atlenlion  lo  the  individual  instances 
of  personal  courage  and  good  conduct  of  the  men  of 
command,  as  well  as  of  the  inlrepii  bravery  and  cool 
delenn.ned  courage  of  many  ot  your  own  regiment 
and  Lieutenant  Col.  Mitchell’s  escort,  who  cLrged 
« 1 h us  upon  the  enemy’s  works,  were  it  not  imnos- 
-sibJe  1,1  any  reasonable  space,  to  name  so  many 

that  other  field  officers  on  that  occasion  would  re- 
port the  proceedings  of  their  own  commands  and 
the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  their  own  officers  and 

CLARK. 

lo  Col.  A.  W.  Doniphan,  commanding  Aniericao 
forces  in  the  stale  ol  Chihujliua. 
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THE  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  CORPS. 


Severn)  ariicle‘5  liave  been  published,  and  that  too  in 
some  of  the  leading;  journals  of  the  country,  attributino 
the  origin  of  the  light  artillery  corps  in  our  service  to  the 
Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  whilst  that  gentleman  filled  the 
office  of  secretary  of  war.  Confident  that  such  an  error 
in  point  «f  fact  would  be  immediately  ascertained  and 
corrected  by  the  journals  in  which  they  ori.ginated  or 
were  afiorded  currency,  we  refrained  fron>  nuiicing  it  at 
the  time.  To  our  astonishment,  however,  no  such  cor- 
rection has  been  made. — except  indeed,  that  the  United 
Slates  Gazette,  of  the  12ih  instant;  states  that  a law  had 
passed  congress  ns  early  as  the  year  1816,  authorising 
the  .secretary  of  war  to  organize  four  companies  of“flying 
artillery,” — taken  from  the  artillery  of  the  standing  army. 
This  was  long  prior  to  Mr.  Poinsett’s  becoming  secreta- 
ry of  war. 

Justice  should  be  done  to  earlier  statesmen  and  earlier 
officers.  It  is  incompTehcnsible,  how  events,  not  so  very 
remote  should  have  been  so  soon  forgotten. 

So  early  as  the  administration  of  IVIr.  Jefferson,  when 
Gen.  Dearborn  was  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  a 
corps  of  light  artillery — then  called  “flying  artillery,” — 
was  organized  by  Captain  George  Petek,  a native  of 
Maryland,  who  was  at  the  time,  in  command  of  fort 
McHenry,  and  one  of  the  beat  officers  that  ever  was  in 
our  army.  We  recollect  him  well,  and  his  corps  of  light 
artillery  a'so. 

This  description  of  force  had  attracted  much  attention 
in  Europe,  and  to  the  improvements  which  Napoleon 
made  in  its  organization,  were  attributed  in  no  small  de- 
gree, the  victories  which  he  obtained  so  rapidly.  Im- 
provements have  been  made  since  that  day.  of  which 
recently  organized  corps  have  had  the  advantage,  but  the 
company  commanded  by  Capt.  Peter  was  as  well  disci 
plined,  and  manoeuvered  with  as  much  precision,  and 
with  nearly  as  much  rapidity,  as  the  admirable  company 
that  marched  from  Baltimore  last  summer  under  Major 
Ringgold,  and  that  is  sayitig  all  that  need  be  said.  The 
latter  had  the  advantage  of  having  ev^ry  man  of  his 
company  mounted.  In  Peter’s  company  those  who 
moved  the  pieces,  when  limbered,  and  those  in  charge  of 
the  ammunition,  were  mounted;  the  rest  of  the  men  were 
in  cars,  drawn  by  horses  with  as  much  facility  as  the 
guns.  This  was  a mode  adopted  in  the  French  army  at 
the  time.  Peter  had  in  his  company  several  foreigners, 
amongst  them  French  artillery  men,  that  had  been  well 
drilled. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  as  well  as  the  then  secretary  of  war, 
General  Dearborn,  took  great  interest  in  Captain  Peter’s 
company,  and  frequently  inspected  its  manceuvering. — 
■The  company  was  ordered  from  fort  McHenry  to  the 
city  of , Washington,  in  July  1S08,  to  afford  such  an  op- 
jortuniiy,  and  was  present  and  reviewed  at  the  national 
anniversary. 

During  the  winter  of  1808-9,  in  order  to  frustrate 
the  treasonable  operations  of  Aaron  Burr,  the  army 
was  concentrated  at  New  Orleans,  tinder  General 
Wilkinson,  then  commander  in  chief.  Capt.  Peter’s 
flyirg  artillery,  proceeded  to  Pittsburg,  embarked  in 
flat  boats,  in  mid  winter,  and  soon  after  reported  at 
head  quarters,  tvith  the  loss  of  but  a single  horse  on 
the  route. 

A parade  of  the  army  was  ordered.  All  New  Or- 
leans went  to  enjoy  the  sight.  Every  one  was  anx- 
ious to  witness  the  new  manoeuvering  of  artillery. — 
Officers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  yet  in  the  prime  of 
life,  were  there  on  duly,  in  their  pride  of  experience, 
slow  to  admit  innovations.  Younger  and  enterpri- 
sing oflicers  were  there, — among  them  commanding  a 
company,  was  Captain  Scott,  now  commander  in 
chief  of  the  United  States  army.  No  company  on 
parade  bore  comparison  in  appearance  or  disci- 
pline, with  Peter’s  light  artillery. 

When  ordered  to  manceuvre,  Peter’s  proceeded  a 
distance  of  three  miles,  dismounted,  unlimbered, 
formed  battery,  fired  a national  salute,  remounted, 
returned  to  where  he  started  from,  dismounted,  un- 
limbered, formed  battery,  and  fired  another  salute, 
in  the  space  of  twenty  two  minutes. 

That  winter  an  act  passed  congress  authorizing 
a regiment  of  light  artillery,  and  oflicers  were  ap- 
pointed to  command  of  companies  therein.  Peter 
was  named  for  senior  Captain.  With  the  session 
however  Jefferson’s  presidency  expired.  Captain 
Peter  considered  himself  on  some  occasion  so  ill 
treated  by  General  Wilkinson  that  he  resigned  his 
commission.  The  horses  of  his  company  were  soon 
after  ordered  to  be  sold.  His  lieutenant,  Gibson, 
signally  distinguished  himself  in  the  war  with  Eng- 
land and  was  killed  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Fort 
Erie. 

Major  Peter  retired  to  private  life,  except  occa- 
sionally serving  in  the  legislature  of  the  Slate  or 
representing  the  Montgomery  district  in  the  United 
Stales  congress,  always  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents  and  to  the  public  benefit.  If  any  one 
officer  IS  entitled  to  the  credit  of  originally  introdu- 
cing light  artillery  into  the  United  Slates  army, 
George  Peter,  of  Montgomery  county  Maryland, 
is  the  man;  and  Thomas  Jefferson  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  urging  and  securing  its  adoption  in  the  na- 
tional councils. 


CHRONICLE. 


BUSINESS  CIRCLES. 

Season  and  crops.  The  rain  of  last  week,  though 
not  copious,  refreshed  vegetation  and  improved  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  growing  wheat,  rye,  and  grass,  amaz- 
ingly. The  promise  however,  is  as  yet  far  from  luxuri- 
ant. 

Indian  corn.  The  failure  of  many  fields  of  winter 
grains,  low  price  of  tobacco,  and  the  comparatively 
high  price  of  corn,Jias  set  all  our  farmers  to  planting 
corn.  If  the  season  proves  propitious,  such  another 
crop  of  corn  never  has  been  shslled  out  in  this  country 
as  has  been  planted  within  a few  weeks  past.  Our  own 
folks  will  be  sadly  in  want  of  food  before  husking  time, 
for  so  clean  a sweep  has  never  before  been  made  for 
exportation  as  is  now  making.  Corn,  pound  for 
pound,  sells  now  in  Europe  for  as  much  as  wheat, 
within  a very  fraction.  It  commands  98  to  100  cents 
per  bushel  now  at  New  York,  the  bushel  \yeighs  seve- 
ral pounds  less  than  that  of  wheat.  Nothing  that  our 
agriculturists  can  produce  will  pay  as  well  at  present 
prices. 

The  demand  for  breadstuffs  and  fkovisions,  for  ex- 
portation to  Europe  continues.  Forty  vessels  are  at 
this  moment  taking  in  cargoes  in  the  single  port  of  Bal- 
timore; four  ships  are  loading  with  tobacco.  There  was 
aleared  during  the  week  ending  on  Thursday,  from  this 
port,  16  403  bids,  flour,  20,227  bushels  wheat,  79,960 
bushels  corn,  35,000  bushels  oats,  and  13,000  bush- 
els shipsluffs.  Flour  at  New  York  commands 
$7,87|.  J'he  canals  have  just  opened  and  commence 
pouring  down  stores  from  the  west.  Shipping  now 
crowds  that  harbor,  and  freights  are  down  to  2s.  for  flour 
to  Liverpool,  and  for  grain  in  proportion. 

At  the  tame  time  intelligence  reaches  us  that  the  Rus- 
sian ports  of  the  Baltic  have  immense  stores  ot  grain 
wailing  for  navigation  to  open,  and  that  shipping  is 
greatly  in  demand  to  convey  it  to  the  open  ports  of 
Lance,  England,  Ireland,  and  Belgium.  Irnmense 
quantities  of  grain  are  also  shipped  from  the  Russian  and 
Turkish  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  Egypt  is  pouring 
out  once  more  of  its  abundance. 

But  what  is  all  this  towards  feeding  the  many  millions 
of  human  beings  whose  scant  stores  are  becoming  eve- 
ry day  more  and  more  exhausted.  The  want  will  far 
exceed  the  supply.  The  dispute  now  is,  what  number 
betueen  half  a million  and  two  millions  of  fellow  be- 
ings must  cejlaiiily  perish  in  Ireland  alone,  from  fam  ne 
and  its  concomitanis  before  their  next  crop  can  be 
gathered. 

This  brings  us  to  a consideration  of  the  condition  of. 

The  money  market.  How  is  it  likely  that  cash  will 
hold  out  for  payment  for  such  immense  quantities  of 
hreadstuflV?  Proofs  of  increasing  difficulties  in  the 
money  circles  of  both  France  and  England,  multiply. 
The  Bank  of  England,  according  to  the  last  official 
statement,  has  but  little  over  half  the  amount  of  coin  and 
bullion  in  vault,  that  was  there  a few  months  since. — 
The  amount  falls  now  below  ten  millions  sterling.  The 
rate  of  in’ercst  charged  by  the  bank  has  been  increased 
from  3 per  cent,  to  5 per  cent.  Discounts  out  of  bank 
command  from  6 lo  6|  per  cent.  These  are  ruinous 
rales  to  men  of  small  capital  in  business  there,  and  will 
prostrate  many. 

The  last  steamer  from  Liverpool  brought  a larger 
amount  of  specie  than  any  previous  arrival.  I'he 
amount  is  said  to  approach  two  and  a half  millions  of 
dollars.  Each  of  the  packet  ships  comes  freighted  with 
more  or  less.  Over  twenty  five  millions  of  dollars  must 
have  been  received  within  a few'  months.  This  is  all 
well  for  us,  provided  the  Europeans  can  stand  it.  They 
must  hold  on  manfully  lo  each  other,  to  keep  up  such  a 
current  much  longer.  If  an  explosion  commences  in 
any  one  kingdom,  it  must  become  widely  disastrous 
and  we  should  have  to  hear  a share  ot  the  general  ruin. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  draft  that  government  has 
been  making  upon  oiir  money  market  to  defray  the  war 
expenses,  and  the  immense  sums  that  have  been  sent  and 
are  now  going  to  New  Orleans,  &c.,  to  purchase  sup- 
plies for  our  armies,— this  influx  of  specie  from  abroad, 
fully  sustains  the  banks  oi  the  Atlantic  cities.  Money  is 
rapidly  handled.  7'he  hanks  continue  to  discount  free- 
ly at  legal  rates;  five  per  cent  has  been  taken  in  some 
cases,  and  sate  and  short  paper  is  readily  done.  All  the 
banks  make  handsome  dividends  for  the  last  six  months. 
And  yet  ihe  community  have  seldom  found  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  get  along  with  their  payments.  The  increased 
price  of  articles  of  subsistence  bears  very  severely  upon 
our  labouring  people.  P'lfty  per  cent,  and  in  some  things 
such  essentials  as  corn,  bacon,  beef,  flour,  &c.,  double 
the  prices  they  had  for  some  time  obtained  them  at, 
makes  a vast  difference  in  the  ways  and  means  ol  a la- 
bouring family. 

A wholesome  spring  business  lias  been  done  by  the 
merchants.  More  than  usual  of  it  for  cash,  without 
which  a trader  can  hardly  come  tnlo  successlul  compe- 
tition just  now. 

Virginia  Election.  The  result  in  some  of  the 
congressioual  histricis,  has  not  yet  been  distinctly 
ascerlaiiied.  We  have  had  three  of  the  districts, 
decided  first  one  way  and  then  the  other,  and  then 
back  again,  during  the  week.  Fulton,  (whig)  is 
elected  by  a majority  of  6 votes.  The  votes  stood; 
for  Fulton,  2,084,  McMullen,  2,078,  Goodson  1,203, 
showing  an  adiuinistiation  majority  in  the  district 
of  eleven  hundred  votes,  iiolwilhstanding  a whig 
is  elected. 


The  second  and  foui  tli  districts  remain  in  ques- 
tion the  probability  being  that  Mr.  Dromgoole  had  a 
majority  of  16  m the  former,  and  Bocock  (both  ad- 
ministration) a majority  of  two  in  the  latter, — yet 
doubts  art  entertained  as  to  both.  Exclusive  of 
those  two,  seven  administration  and  six  whig  repre- 
sentatives are  elected.  ^ ' f 

The  Nfexican  governmen t havedu-ected  every  place  IH 
the  vicinity  of  their  capital  to  be  fortiSed,  and  have  direct 
ed  Generals  Almonte,  Bravo,  Rincon  and  Agea,  to  su- 
perintend (heir  construction.  Almonte  On  the  14th  com- 
menced his  duties  by  reconnoitering  the  road  from  Venta 
de  Cordova,  to  San  Martin  Tesmehioan. 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  cur 
army  at  the  battle  of  Sierra  Gordo,  is  ascertained  to 
be,  says  the  N.  Orleans  Picayune:  1 volunteer  ofiicev 
killed:  14  regular  officers,  and  7 voluuleer  officers 
wounded;  39  regular  and  3 volunteer  privates  kil- 
led; 195  regular  and  48  volunteer  privates  wounded. 

Galvanizing  insects.— Rings  of  alternate  zinc  and 
copper  wire,  placed  one  upon  the  other  round  the  trunk 
of  a fruit  tree  infected  with  insects,  it  has  been  discover- 
ed, will  shock  or  kill  the  insect,  and  presreve  the  fruit. 
This  is  a simple  process  and  if  effective  as  .stated,  will 
be  a valuable  discovery. 

Paper.  From  slatisticql  documents  presented  be- 
fore congress  it  appears  that  the  capital  employed  in 
the  manufaetuie  of  paper  in  the  United  Slates  is 
$18,000,000;  the  number  of  mills  700;  the  annual 
product  $17  000,000,  and  the  number  of  operatives 
employed  100,000. 

Co.iL  region.  Extensive  beds  of  this  invaluable  mi- 
neral have  been  found  in  the  region  of  the  gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. Along  the  line  which  divides  Florida  from  Alaba- 
ma; near  Lake  Borgne,  in  Louisiana;  on  the  Trinity' 
River,  in  Texas;  and  Lieut.  Tilden  has  recently  disco- 
vered extensive  deposites  near  Revilla,  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  ^ 


reception  op  the  u.  s.  ship  jamestown. 


This  splendid  bearer  of  evidences  of  a nation’s  ' 
sympathies  reached  Cork  in  fifteen  days  from  Boston.  • 
Irish  papers  speak  of  the  event  as  “one  of  the  prou- 
dest in  American  history;  which  speaks  Irumpet- 
tongued  for  the  national  benevolence,  and  is  proba-. 
bly  the  noblest  charity  on  record.” 

On  intimation  of  the  arrival,  Rear  Admiral  Sir 
H.  Pigott  despatched  an  officer  to  enquire  if  assis- 
tance would  be  acceptable,  and  soon  alter  the  Brit- 
ish naval  steamer  Avon  we,nt  out  to  low  her  in— 
Thousands  flocked  to  see  and  welcome  the  noble 
ship.  The  bells  of  Shandon  and  the  Cathedral  were 
joyfully  rung,  and  in  the  evening  the  cove  of  Cork 
was  splendidly  illuminated.  A requisition  of  the 
Coik  district  rail  way  committee  called  upon  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  lo  assemble  the  citizens  lo  devise 
means  of  welcoming  and  acknowledging  the  gift. — 
A deputation  of  the  gentry  of  Cork  headed  by  Dr. 
Milieu,  J.  P.  wailed  upon  Capt.  Forbes  on  the  13th, 
with  an  address;  to  which  he  replied  in  suitable  and 
touching  terms.  On  the  15th  a splendid  dinner 
was  given  to  ti,e  captain,  attended  by  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  of  Cork  and  its  vicinity.  Capt.  For- 
bes was  the  hero  of  the  day,  and  acquitted  himself 
admirably.  On  liie  16th  a public  meeting  was  held 
in  the  county  court  house,  Cork,  for  the  purpose  of 
embodying  acknowledgments. 

The  dinner  was  at  the  military  hall,  Cove.  Dr. 
Mauriee  Power  presided. 

Amongst  the  letters  of  apology  for  non  attendance 
which  were  read,  was  the  following. 

“ C'orfe, 15,  1847. 

“Gentlemen:  With  pleasure  and  thankfulness  I 
accepted  your  kind  invitation  lo  assist  at  the  festival 
in  honor  ol  him  uhom  all  Ireland  delights  to  honor. 

1 esteemed  a high  privilege  lo  be  allowed  to  pay  my 
humble  tribute  of  respect  to  the  highminded,  phi- 
lanlbrcpic,  self  sacrihcing  Beiinetl  Forbes,  of  Boston. 

‘•Circumslaiices  over  which  1 have  no  control 
place  an  insurmouiiteblo  obstacle  to  my  parltcipa- 
ilon  ibis  evening  in  jour  delightlul  deinonslralion 
ol  gratitude  to  the  man  that  tiisl  opened  the  vista 
to  a hlisslul  scene  ol  universal  peace,  by  navigating 
a \essel  ol  war  Irom  the  shores  of  the  great  rep  bile 

into  the  most  n.agnificenl  of  British  harbors,  on  a 
godlike  mission  ol  pure  humanity  and  brotherly  love. 
U,  may  this  sweet  spirit  be  speedily  diffused  from 
pole  10  pole,  uniting  all  mankind  as  one  lamily,  ma- 
king the  wants  ol  each  individual,  oi  every  creed 
and  clime,  the  warm  concern  of  the  whole,  as  has 
ceen  nobly  done  by  the  benevolent  citizens  ol  Bos- 


Olil 

“Assuring  you  of  the  deep  regret  i feel  whilst 
wiiui.gihis  apology,  1 am,  gentlemen,  with  high 
isteem,  your  mosi  oevoied. 


“Messrs.  Scott  and  Drew,” 


NILES’  NATION  /VL  REGISTER. 

Sixth  series.— No.  12— Vol.  XXII.]  BALTIMORE,  MAY  32,  1847.  [Vol.  LXXII— Whole  No.  1,860 

THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FETURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERT  SATURDAY,  BT  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


NATIONAL  A F F A I RS. 


EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL. 

APPOINTMENTS  BT  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Christopher  Columbus  Robinson,  naval  ofiScer  for 
the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  vice 
Thos.  Gatewood  removed. 

James  Melvin,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue for  the  port  of  Accomac  C.  H.,  in  the  slate  of 
Virginia,  vice  C.  White,  removed. 

Jefferson  Davis,  of  Missi.ssippi,  to  be  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  place  of  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow,  promoted. 

DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  Bancroft,  the  American  minister  in  England, 
has  been  on  a visit  to  Paris.  On  Sunday  15th,  he  was 
received  by  King  Louis  Philippe. 

. Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  United  States  minister  to  Russia, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Colier  and  Mr.  Ingersoll,  attach- 
es of  his  embassy,  were  also  received  by  the  king  at 
the  same  time. 

The  King  of  France  has  written  an  autograph  let- 
ter to  the  Emperor  of  China,  which  is  to  be  forward- 
ed by  a new  Charge  d’Affaires,  M.  Forth-Rouen,  in 
the  expectation  of  its  having  the  effect  to  advance  the 
commercial  interests  of  France. 

Dinner  to  Hon.  Richard  Rush.  A magnificent 
banquet  was  served  up  at  the  Columbia  house,  Phila- 
delphia, on  Monday  evening,  complimentary  to  the 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  our  minister  to  the  court  of 
France.  It  was  numerously  attended,  and  free  from 
anything  like  a party  character.  The  Hon.  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll  presided,  assisted  by  Hon.  John  K.  Kane, 
Judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court.  The  president  in- 
troduced the  sentiment  to  Mr.  Rush  in  a short  but 
apposite  address.  Mr.  Rush  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm,  and  responded  in  a speech  said  to  have 
been  admirable,  in  the  course  of  which  he  spoke  elo- 
quently of  the  position  of  our  country  before  the 
world,  and  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
he  is  going  aliroad.  JViif.  Inltl. 

A New  York  letter  in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
says — The  Hon.  Richard  Rush  has  engaged  his  pas- 
sage to  Southampton,  England,  in  the  new  steamer 
Washington,  which  will  leave  here  on  the  first  of 
June.  Forty  berths  are  already  engaged  in  that  splen- 
did vessel.  Her  trial  trip  will  be  made  on  Tuesday 
next. 

ScNOR  Atocha.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of 
the  5th  speaking  of  the  intelligence  brought  by  the 
steamer  James  L.  Day,  from  Vera  Cruz  says: 

The  Mexican  papers  continue  their  declamatory 
strictures  upon  the  mission  of  Atocha.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  the  sending  of  this  miserable  fellow  on  any 
important  mission  to  Mexico  has  given  greater  um- 
brage than  all  else  that  has  been  done  by  the  United 
States.  They  regard  him  in  the  light  of  an  official 
pimp,  a treasonable  pander,  a perfidious  miscreant, 
and  indeed  the  concentration  of  baseness.  They 
think  that  he  was  sent  there  by  the  American  cabinet 
in  nockery  and  scorn. 

We  have  already  copied  the  article  of  “El  Repub- 
licano”  upon  Atocha.  That  paper — the  very  best  in 
all  Mexico — the  highest  in  tone  and  the  sturdiest  de- 
fender of  republican  institutions  when  the  monarchi- 
cal party  was  in  the  ascendant — after  noticing  the 
arrival  of  Atocha  on  a mission  from  this  country,  and 
recounting  his  past  history  in  Mexico,  exclaims: 

“O,  God!  this  is  the  greatest  sign  that  thou  hast 
forgotten  us.  Send  upon  us  bombs,  rifles,  grape  shot 
and  every  class  of  projectile  and  misfortune;  burn  us, 
reduce  us  to  ashes,  destroy  us — annihilate,  but  do  not 
dishonor  us.  Send  the  entire  north  to  subjugate  and 
rule  over  us,  but  let  not  Atocha  be  the  broker  of  a 
oorurjct  of  peace,  because  that,  devolving  upon  us  the 
gi’eatest  scorn  and  the  greatest  iiumiliation,  would  be 
[O  God]  thy  greatest  punishment.” 

This,  we  are  assured,  is  a true  reflex  of  the  feelings 
of  the  better  order  of  Mexicans  in  regard  to  the  un- 
ortunale  appointment. 

\'ol.  XXJl.  Sio  12. 


the  recruiting  service. reinforcements  ORDERED 

TO  THE  SEAT  OF  WAR. 

We  learn  from  the  war  office  that  the  ranks  of  the 
ten  new  regiments  are  rapidly  filling  up,  and  that  the 
following  companies  of  the  same  are  now  concentra- 
ted at  Point  Isabel,  or  en  route  for  Vera  Cruz  and  that 
point.  The  results  here  exhibited  are  highly  gratify- 
ing, and  show  the  great  energy  and  promptitude  with 
which  this  new  force  has  been  raised  and  sent  for- 


ward: 

9th  InPy — Col  Ransom,  (aggregate)  2.58 

12th  Infy — Col.  Temple  794 

1 1th  InPy — Col.  Ramsey,  (companies  and  a de- 
tachment of  a company)  633 

12thlnf’y — Col.  Wilson,  (now  in  Mexico)  Lieut. 

Col.  Bonham,  superintending  110 

13th  Inf’y — Col.  Echols  280 

14thlnf’y — Col.  Trousdale  180 

15th  Inf’y — Co).  Morgan  (now  in  Mexico,)  Lieut. 

Col.  Howard,  superintending  810 

16th  Inf’y — Col.  Tibbatts  827 

Voltigueurs — Cul.  Andrews  712 

3d  Dragoons — Col.  Butler  711 

Total — Ten  regi.ments  5,315 


This  number  (5,315)  is  probably  considerably  be- 
low the  actual  strength  now  in  Mexico,  or  en  route 
for  the  seat  of  war. 

The  ‘Union’  from  which  the  above  is  extracted, 
concludes  that  Gen.  Scott’s  army  will  be  strengthened 
by  the  above  and  other  recruits  that  will  reach  him 
by  the  end  of  May,  fully  equal  to  the  volunteers  that 
he  will  have  to  part  with. 

No  mention  is  made  as  to  reinforceing  General 
Taylor. 

SENATOR  CORWIN  AND  THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

Lebanon,  (Ohio,)  April  4,  1847. 

Dear  Sir:  I had  1 he  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  28th  March  yesterday;  and  I cannoi  de- 
ny myself  the  gratification  of  expressing  to  you  the 
satisfaction  with  which  1 receive  that,  among  many 
other  such  evidences  of  approval  of  my  course  on  the 
Mexican  war.  1 felt  as  strongly  as  any  one  could  the 
responsibility  I assumed.  I differed  from  allthe  lead- 
ing whigs  of  the  senate,  and  saw  plainly  that  they  all 
were,  to  some  extent,  bound  to  turn,  if  they  could, 
the  current  of  public  opinion  against  me  They  all 
agreed  with  me  that  the  war  was  unjust  on  our  part; 
that,  if  properly  begun,  (which  none  of  them  admit- 
ted,) we  had  already  sufficiently  chastised  Mexico, 
and  that  the  further  prosecution  of  it  was  wanton 
waste  of  both  blood  and  treasure;  yet  they  would  not 
undertake  to  stop  it.  They  said  the  president  alone 
was  responsible.  I thought  we  who  aided  him,  or 
furnished  him  means,  must  be  in  the  judgment  of 
reason  and  conscience  equally  responsible,  equally 
guilty,  with  him.  I see  the  “democratic”  presses 
prate  about  refusing  to  feed  and  clothe  the  brave  men 
now  in  the  field.  Do  not  these  praters  know  that  it 
was  not  for  that  purpose  we  were  asked  for  supplies.^ — 
Did  ihe  president  want  twenty-eight  millions  of  mon- 
ey aud  ten  regiments  more  of  men  to  bring^  Hen.  Tay- 
lor back  to  Camargo?  No,  he  told  us  he  wanted  them 
for  the _purpose  of  further  prosecuting  the  war.  He 
wanted  to  storm  the  halls  of  the  Montezumas!  And 
for  what’  That  question  he  will  not  answer.  It  is 
for  conquest  alone.  The  great  model  republic  of  the 
world  makes  war  upon  one  modelled  after  her,  to 
take  away  her  territory  and  utterly  destroy  her,  till 
her  leading  men  are  driven  to  beg  the  aid  of  Kings  to 
prevent  us,  tlie  great  republic,  from  robbing  and  mur- 
dering tliose  who,  as  well  as  they  know  how  to  do  it, 
are  trying  to  establish  free  governments  after  our  ex- 
ample. 1 am  amazed  that  a people  calling  itself  de- 
mocratic— hating  kings  and  loving  free  government 
— should  act  thus.  What  does  it  portend.’  1 confess 

it  fills  me  with  melancholy  forebodings.  I can  lionor 
the  brave  soldier  who  does  his  duty  in  battle;  but  I 
despise  the  mistaken,  wicked  policy  that  sends  him  to 
fight  in  such  a war.  Had  the  president  asked  for 
money  to  bring  home  our  array  after  the  taking  of 
Monterey,  and  to  send  a commission  of  one  or  more 


of  the  first  men  in  America  to  treat  for  peace,  I 
would  have  given  my  vote  with  more  hearty  good- 
will for  such  a bill  than  any  I ever  gave  in  my  whole 
public  life.  I often  urged  this  course  in  private  in- 
terviews with  leading  men  of  both  parties.  But  all 
in  vain.  Further  battle — more  blood — more  laurels; 
these  were  the  insane  and  barbarous  aspirations  of 
men  who  now  hold  the  power  of  a nation  boasting  it- 
self the  exemplar  of  Christendom;  vaunting  that  it 
“asks  for  nothing  which  is  not  right,  and  will  submit 
to  nothing  which  is  wrong.” 

I send  you  a few  copies  of  my  speech  on  the  sub- 
ject. 1 only  regret  that  it  is  not  more  worthy  the 
great  cause  it  proposes  to  upliold.  I shall  be  satis- 
fied if  it  shall  induce  a few  to  ponder,  not  the  speech 
but  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 

Very  truly,  your  frieud,  Thomas  Corwin. 

Lafayette  (Ind.)  Journal. 

important  legal  opinion. 

Fugitives  from  service  in  the  slave-states Gov.  Shunk 

of  Pennsylvania,  recently  laid  before  the  attorney  gen- 
eral of  the  state,  (B.  Champneys,  Esq.)  for  hisopinion 
of  the  law  in  the  case,  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
plication by  the  Governor  of  Maryland  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  that  state,  under  the  4th  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  13th  February,  ] 793,  requesting  the  apprehen- 
sion and  delivery,  as  fugitives  from  justice,  of  Jack 

Mack  and  Ellen  Lochman,  slaves  for  life,  who  stand 
indicted  under  a law  of  Maryland  of  the  crime  of  run- 
ning away  and  escaping  from  that  state  into  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  will  and  consent  of  their 
masters  and  owners,  with  a view  to  escape  from  the 
servitude  of  their  said  masters  or  owners.  The  Phil- 
adelphia Ledger  says: 

“The  attorney  general,  after  due  consideration,  ar- 
rives at  the  conclusion  that  the  fugitives  from  service 
or  labor  are  not  embraced  and  cannot  be  demanded 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  provides 
delivering  up  fugitives  from  justice.  That  the  right- 
ful remedy  of  the  owner  is  under  that  clause  of  the 
constitution  and  the  act  of  congress  of  1793,  which 
provide  for  delivering  up  persons  held  to  service  or 
labor,  and  that  no  act  of  state  legislation  can  evade, 
alter,  abridge,  or  enlarge  the  provisions  and  remedies 
contained  in  the  constiiution  and  laws  of  thfe  United 
States  relating  to  this  subject.  This  opinion  (the  go- 
vernor says)  seems  to  him  to  be  sustained  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  federal  government  and  the  exposition  of 
that  part  of  the  constitution  now  under  consideration 
made  contemporaneously  with  its  adoption,  as  well  as 
by  the  current  of  our  judicial  decisions,  especially  by 
that  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  Priggs  vs.  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, reported  in  16  Peters,  page  539.  The  governor, 
therefore,  declined  issuing  the  warrant  for  the  arrest! 

The  Prince  de  Joinville  is  expected  to  visit  New 
York  this  coining  summer,  with  an  experimental  squa- 
dron. 

The  Dry  Dock  at  the  Brooklyn  JTavy  yard  is  making 
rapid  progress.  The  new  steam  pile-driver  recently 
set  up  there,  has  been  tested,  and  is  competent  to 
make  sixty  blows  in  a minute.  About  400  men  are 
now  employed  at  the  dock.  The  Sabine,  a frigate  of 
the  largest  class,  is  ready  for  launching,  and  will  soon 
be  afloat. 

Railv/avs.  We  are  getting  on — ‘going  a head’ 

with  these  said  conveniences  in  this  country.  These 
are  only  some  of  the  stales.  Innumerable  new  lines 
are  in  progress.  All  the  Massachusetts  railroad  stocks 
are  now  above  par,  except  one.  Massachusetts  has 
646  miles  railway.  New  York  upwards  300,  Penn- 
sylvania 745,  Maryland  332,  Virginia  353.  South 
Carolina  202,  North  Carolina  2A7,  Georgia  552,  Al- 
abama 296,  Ohio  199,  Michigan  325,  Florida  104. 

Emigrants.  On  the  14th  inst.  3,400  landed  at 
New  York  from  Liverpool  and  London,  and  300  from 
Havre.  A large  number  of  them  were  sick  with  ship 
fever. 
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FAMINE  IN  EUROPE. 


THE  FAMINE  AND  DISTRESS  IN  IRELAND, 

Continue  to  be  of  the  most  horrible  description. — 
Hundreds  and  thousandsare  perishing  under  this  most 
awful  visitation,  and  there  seems  no  probability  o( 
an  early  termination  to  the  miseries  of  this  wretched 
people. 

Co.  Mato.  Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Rev.  St. 
George  Knox: 

"Fahy,  Crossmolina.  March  21,  1847. 

“I  was  obliged  to  send  Mrs.  Knox  out  of  this  place. 
English  people  take  it  for  granted  that  government 
is  now  relieving  the  country,  consequently  they  have 
ceased  sending  over  money.  From  the  state  of  my 
funds  I was  obliged  to  shut  my  gates  this  morning 
againstSSO  starving  beggars — the  most  of  them  will 
undoubtedly  perish.  I have  undertaken  to  support 
one-third  of  the  parish  instead  of  the  whole  of  it,  as 
I have  done  heretofore,  but  I fear,  I will  not  be  able 
to  continue  longer  than  a month.” 

Mrs.  Hill,  No.  6 Wellington  road,  Upper  Leeson- 
street  will  thankfully  receive  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Knox  is  at  present  supporting  thirty  orphan 
children  taken  out  of  cabins,  their  parents  and  all 
belonging  to  them  having  died.  They  are  all  loca- 
ted in  his  yard.  1’he  meaxles  has  broken  out  among 
them.” 

Dingle,  April  3, 1847.  “The  misery  here  is  beyond 
all  conception;  pestilence  and  famine  are  sweeping 
the  poor  away,  who  are  thrown  like  the  beasts  that 
perish  into  holes  which  can  hardly  be  called  graves, 
without  coffins,  and  some  quite  naked,  others  are 
left  in  the  church  yard,  to  be  buried  by  any  one  that 
chooses;  all  natural  affection  has  departed,  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead  sometimes  are  left  in  the  same  bed 
for  days.  Whole  families  have  died.  Two  men 
were  ill  of  fever,  they  were  brothers,  no  one 
would  go  near  them,  the  house  took  fire  and  was 
partly  burnt,  and  the  next  day,  when  some  one  ven- 
tured in,  they  lound  that  the  dogs  had  got  in  and 
eaten  the  skull  of  one  and  the  thigh  of  the  other  — 
In  fact,  there  is  nothing  heard  but  lamentation,  and 
mourning  and  woe.  A man  w’as  found  dead  in  a 
ditch;  one  of  my  scripture  readers  happened  to  be 
in  the  church  yard  when  he  was  brought  to  be  bur- 
ied, and  he  was  horrified  at  the  shocking  spectacle 
he  presented, — his  mouth  and  his  eyes  were  open, 
and  the  clay  was  shovelled  on  him  without  any  cov- 
ering. So  shocking  a sight  he  never  witnessed. — 
With  all  the  efforts  that  are  making  here  it  is  impos- 
sible to  preserve  the  people  alive.  The  mandate 
has  gone  forth.  We  do  all  we  can  for  them.” 

The  distress  in  Savoy  is  at  the  present  moment  so 
great,  that  throughout  every  part  of  that  country, 
extending  along  the  lake  of  Geneva,  bread  is  now 
selling  at  ten  sous  per  pound. 

Translated  from  the  Schnellj  ost. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  famine  in  Switzerland,  and  particularly  in 
the  mountain  cantons  where  no  grain  and  nothing 
but  potatoes  form  the  subsistence,  is  exceedingly 
severe;  as  the  potatoes  of  last  year  failed,  and  all 
exportation  from  the  neighboring  countries  has  been 
forbidden  by  their  authorities,  you  may  imagine  the 
the  prospect.  Not  much  better  Uian  in  Ireland.  May 
the  Americans  who  with  such  ready  generosity  have 
hastened  to  the  aid  of  the  Irish,  bestow  a thought 
also  upon  the  poor  sister  republic  thus  oppressed  in 
every  mode  by  all  the  European  despots  and  allow 
to  them  a portion  of  their  superabundance.  Not 
only  do  the  neighboring  countries  forbid  exportation 
into  Switzerland,  but  likewise  they  impede  the  transit 
of  any  thither  from  remoter  lands.  American  pro- 
ducts passing  up  the  Rhine  to  Switzerland  have  to 
pay  35  cts  per  100  lb.  as  Rhine  or  Transit-duty. — 
This  is  in  present  circumstances  not  only  inhuman 
against  the  Swiss,  but  also  injurious  to  American  in- 
terests. I hope  when  the  Prussian  embassador  comes 
to  present  a Zoll-veiein  treaty  for  Mr.  Buchanan’s 
consideration,  that  the  latter  will  say  to  him  “nt/ 
transit  duties  upon  American  products  which  pass 
through  the  states  of  the  Zollverein,  must  be  first 
Utterly  abolished.” 

GERMANY. 

Famine  in  the  Black  forest.  Dr.  Buss,  of  Ba- 
den in  an  appeal  for  aid  tor  the  suffering  inhabitants 
of  the  Black  forest  country,  depicts  their  misery  in 
the  following  words:  “1  have  come  from  the  upper 

part  of  the  ccuntry:— the  famine  and  my  duty 
impel  me  to  fulfil  the  application  of  this  peaceable 
honest  and  poor  people  to  the  attention  of  the  diet. 

1 will  also  represent  to  you  and  to  your  hearts  my 
countrymen,  their  present  actual  sutt'ering.  1 have 
witnessed  the  cry  of  affliction  and  intensity  of  the 


famine  in  the  huts  of  poverty  and  the  submissive 
resignation  of  these  people  accustomed  to  such  vari- 
ed privations;  here  I have  seen  the  mother  lying 
in  fever,  beside  her  children,  in  such  debility,  that 
she  could  rise  no  more  from  her  bed  of  sickness — 
and  there,  whole  families  hardly  able  to  leave  their 
miserable  bed,  and  believing  themselves  to  be  better 
able  therein  to  endure  the  horror,  though  without 
warmth  nourishment  or  work;  I have  heard  of  instan- 
ces of  children  going  over  the  snow  without  shoes  or 
stockings  to  then  schools,  and  they  sinking  down  at 
the  doors  like  beggars.  1 have  myself  seen  places 
where  one  halfof  the  inhabitants  live  upon  parboil- 
ed beet  leaves  without  salt  or  grease,  in  others  on 
bran  boiled  in  hot  water  and  sometimes  milk  added 
to  it,  or  of  a little  meal  in  warm  water  without  salt  or 
grease,  not  an  atom  of  bread  and  of  meat  not  a trace 
since  their  old  horses  had  been  all  bought  up,  slaugh- 
tered, and  consumed.  And  thus  miserably  near  one 
half  of  the  populace  upon  the  barren  heights  of  the 
black  forest  is  living,  where  their  ordinary  culture 
is  potatoes  and  oats,  in  which  they  generally  manage 
to  find  a sufficient  subsistence;  but  for  the  last  two 
years,  they  both  have  unfortunately  failed.  The 
famine  decreases  in  its  pressure  as  we  descend  from 
the  higher  districts  of  the  land,  yet  the  communities 
on  the  the  declivities  and  lower  grounds  are  poorly 
off,  and  though  the  care  of  the  poor  devolves  upon 
them  by  law,  they  are  utterly  destitute  of  all  means 
therefor. 
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governor  brown,  of  miss.,  on  the  wilmot  proviso 
— AND  ON  THE  PRECAUTION  REQUIRED  PRELIMINARY 
TO  GOING  INTO  A NATIONAL  PRESIDENTIAL  CONVEN- 
TION. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  12th  May. 
Interesting  correspondence. — At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Virginia  legislature,  resolutions  were 
adopted  condemning  in  decided  terms  the  “Wilmot 
proviso,”  copies  of  which  were  directed  to  be  en- 
closed to  the  governors  of  the  several  states,  to  be 
laid  before  their  respective  legislatures.  In  the  per- 
formance of  this  duly,  the  following  correspondence 
has  taken  place  between  Gov.  Smith  of  Virginia 
and  Gov.  A.  G.  Brow'n  of  Mississippi.  Governor 
Brown’s  letter  breathes  the  true  southern  spirit  and 
will  meet  with  a hearty  response.  On  this  subject 
the  whole  south  will  be  united. 

Executive  department,  Richmond,  March  10  1847. 
Sir:  1 respectfully  cemmunicale  the  accompany- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia  on  the  8lh  instant,  and  request 
that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  legislature  of 
your  state.  I have  the  honor  to  be  your  ob’t  serv’t 

WM.  SMITH.  ’ 

His  EXCELLENCY,  govemor  of  Mississippi. 

Executive  chamber,  Jackson,  Miss.,  15th  Jlpril,  1847. 
His  excellency,  Wm.  Smith,  governor  of  Va. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  covering  the  resolulions  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
requesting  me  to  lay  them  before  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi— a request  which  I shall  with  great  cheer- 
fulness comply  with  when  our  legislature  assembles 
— this  will  not  be  until  January,  1848. 

It  afiords  me  pleasure  to  say  in  advance,  that  the 
resolutions  will  meet  a hearty  response  from  both 
political  parties  in  this  state.  Firm  in  their  tone 
elevated  in  sentiment,  dignified  in  their  expression 
and  reflecting  clearly  and  cogently  the  feelings  ol 
every  southern  man  on  the  delicate  and  deeply  in- 
teresting subject  of  which  they  treat,  they  will  I 
sincerely  trust,  check  our  northern  friends  in  their 
mad  career,  and  cause  them  to  reflect  before  they 
force  the  south  to  the  last  extremity.  When  aboli- 
tion first  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  south,  our  people 
gave  way  to  passion,  and  in  terms  fierce  and  bitter 
denounced  the  fanaticism  which  thus  sought  to  dis- 
turb their  ‘domestic  tranquillity.’ 

No  appeal  was  deemed  necessary  at  that  time;  no 
argument  was  resorted  to,  because,  in  the  first  mo- 
merit  of  indignant  excitement,  the  south  felt  that  she 
could  not  discuss  such  a question  without  admitting 
the  right  of  the  north  to  call  in  question  the  propri- 
ety ol  her  institutions,  which  she  was  indisposed  to 
do.  She  made  no  appeal  to  what  she  deemed  an 
EXCESS  of  FANATICISM.  But  things  are  changed— 
the  moveuienls  in  N.  York  & Pennsylvania — in  and 
out  of  congress— the  evident  panderings  of  presi- 
dential aspirants  to  the  favor  of  abolition,  has  dissi- 
pated the  first  feeling  of  confident  expectation  that 
this,  like  other  HERESIES,  would  expire  of  its  own  ex- 
cesses, and  the  leeling  of  irritation  has  subsided  into 
one  of  calm  and  dispassionate  determination — first,  to 
exhaust  all  the  resources  of  reason  and  argument’  in 
exhorting  our  northern  brethren  to  let  us  alone  on 


this  subject;  and  if  these  fail — if  the  .spirit  of  aboli- 
tion invade  the  councils  of  the  nation — prompting 
the  strong;  party  to  wrest  from  the  weak  the  fruits  of 
its  toii — its  property — the  peaceable  possession  of 
which  was  guaranteed  by  the  constitution,  then,  de- 
plorable as  may  be  the  consequences,  we  will  feel 
prepared,  having  exhausted  every  fraternal  remedy, 
to  become  enemies,  and  defend  our  rights  with  those 
means  which  God  and  nature  have  placed  in  our 
hands.  If  other  men  tvill  force  this  sad  catastrophe 
upon  us,  it  is  our  duty  to  watch  its  approach  and  be 
prepared  to  meet  it.  The  south  must  be  united. — 
The  south  will  be  united  in  the  next  presidential 
election,  if  this  whole  question  is  not  unqualifiedly 
withdrawn  from  the  contest,  by  a pledge  categorically 
made  to  abstain  from  all  disturbance  or  interference 
on  the  question  of  slavery  during  the  presidential 
term.  No  man  who  sympathizes  with  thesentimenlg 
put  forth  in  the  “Wilmot  proviso”  ought  to  have,  or 
in  my  opinion  can  get,  a single  electoral  vote  from 
the  southern  slates.  I know  he  cannot  get  a vote  from 
Mississippi.  We  may  not  be  in  favor  of  acquiring 
slave  territory.  We  may  be  in  favor  of  establishing 
the  Rio  Grande  as  a western  boundary  up  to  paral- 
lel thirty  six  degrees,  and  thence  to  the  Pacific,  but 
we  will  not  submit  to  be  told  that  slave  territory  is 
not  to  be  acquired  on  this  or  on  the  other  side  of  that 
line.  On  this  subject  there  is  no  division  of  senti- 
ment in  Mississippi.  It  is  common  ground  on  which 
Whigs  and  democrats  cordially  unite.  The  period  is 
approaching  when  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  make 
a selection  ol  a presidential  candidate.  It  is  im- 
po.ssible  to  see  what  four  years  may  bring  forth. — 
Mighty  revolutions  in  England,  France,  and  other 
countries  have  taken  place  in  much  less  time,  and 
we  are  now  at  that  point  Irom  which  it  may  be  dis- 
astrous in  the  least  degree  to  make  one  step  forward 
w ithout  first  having  prepared  the  ground.  I am  op- 
posed, therelore, — and  in  this  1 think  1 but  echo  the 
common  sentiment  in  Mississippi, — to  going  into 
convention  with  the  northern  brethren  without  a 
prior  distinct  understanding  that  tlie  candidate  se- 
lected must  not  only  be  sound  on  this  subject,  but 
beyond  the  taint  of  suspicion. 

If  an  abolitionist,  even  in  the  modified  form  of  a 
“W'ilmot  proviso”  man,  is  elevated  to  the  presiden- 
cy, (which  may  God  in  his  mercy  prevent,)  the  south 
owes  it  to  her  domestic  quiet,  to  the  conduct  which 
such  an  event  may  force  her  to  adopt,  to  have  no 
part  nor  lot  in  the  electing  of  such  a president.  I 
am' quite  sure  that  our  northern  brethren  will  yet  do 
us  the  justice  to  yield  to  our  reasonable  demands. — 
We  have  not  asked  money  nor  patronage;  we  have 
not  asked  for  partial  legislation,  to  protect  our  labor; 
we  have  only  asked  to  be  let  alone.  A request  so  rea- 
sonable in  itself,  and  so  easily  granted,  will  surely 
not  be  denied — if  it  is,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  lake 
care  that  the  denial  shall  not  come  through  a presi- 
dent of  our  own  choosing.  Be  future  events  what 
they  may,  Mississippi  will  stand  by  Virginia  in  main- 
taining her  recently  adopted  resolutions,  as  she  has 
always  stood  by  her  lu  support  of  her  resolutions  of 
’99.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

A.  G.  BROWN. 

Maine. — The  legislature,  assembled  at  Augusta  on 
the  12tb  inst.  ' 

The  senate — Only  eleven  of  the  senators  had  been 
returned  as  elected.  They  organized  the  senate  by 
electing  John  Hodgdo.n,  esq.,  of  Aroostook,  presi- 
dent and  Daniel  T.  Pike,  secretary. 

On  the  13th  the  committee  on  elections  reported, 
that  Andrew  Leighton,  of  York  district,  was  also 
elected  senator,  they  having  ascertained  that  208 
votes  returned  for  Andrew  J.  Leighton,  were  in  fact, 
thrown  for  Andrew  Leighton.  The  leport  was  ap- 
proved, with  but  one  dissenting  voice,  and  Mr.  L. 
took  his  seat. 

The  committee  also  reported  that  nineteen  vacan- 
cies existed  in  the  senate.  A message  was  sent  to 
the  house  proposing  a convention  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies. The  committee  met,  and  admimistralion  sena- 
tors were  chosen  to  each  of  the  vacancies. 

The  house,  organized  by  electing  H.  D.  McLel- 
LAN,  esq.,  speaker.  The  vote  stood,  for  McLellan 
(adm.)  76;  William  Paine  58;  P.  R.  Pufts8;  scat- 
tei  ing  3. 

Samuel  Trap  (adm.)  received  76  voles  as  secre- 
tary, and  was  elected. 

Election  of  governor.— On  the  15th,  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  a governor.  John  W.  Davis,  who 
had  been  the  administration  candidate  at  the  general 
election,  was  chosen. 

Connecticut. — The  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  errors,  Thomas  S.  Williams,  resigned  his 
office  on  the  13th  instant,  in  anticipation  of  the  con- 
stitutional termination  of  his  service  by  reason  of 
age,  a station  in  which  he  has  long  and  honorably 
presided. 
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New  York.— The  legislature.  The  session  which 
lasted  129  days  was  brought  to  a close  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  inst.  About  one  hundred  laws  were 
enacted,  amongst  them — 

Acts  appropriating  the  common  school,  library, 
and  United  Slates  deposite  funds. 

Appointing  commissioners  on  the  code,  and  the 
practice  of  law. 

General  act  for  the  incorporation  of  rural  ceme- 
tries. 

Genera!  act  for  constructing  plank  roads  and  turn- 
pike roads. 

Relative  to  emigrant  passengers. 

For  completing  the  natural  history  of  the  state. 

An  election  act — divides  the  state  into  judicial 
districts — organizes  a superior  court  and  common 
pleas  in  the  city  of  New  York — subjects  betting  on 
elections  to  a penalty,  &c. 

Internal  improvement  acts — for  resuming  the  Erie 
canal  enlargement — for  the  Genesee  valley,  Black 
river,  and  Oswego  canals— and  the  Oneida  river  im- 
provement. 

Authorizing  the  several  railroads  to  carry  freight 
on  payment  of  canal  tolls,  to  take  elfect  on  the  1st 
November. 

Repealing  the  excise  or  license  law  of  1845. 

For  the  enrollment  of  militia. 

The  period  fixed  for  the  election  of  judges,  sur- 
rogates, district  attorneys,  &c.,  is  the  7th  of  June 
next.  The  election  of  recorders  for  all  the  cities 
except  New  York  takes  place  at  the  same  time. 

The  committee  of  conference  could  not  agree  on 
any  modification  of  the  personal  liability  clause  in 
the  manufacturing  bill.  It  lies  over,  as  does  also  the 
anti-rent  matters,  and  the  bill  originating  courts  of 
concilialiuD. 

The  repeal  ef  ike  license  laxo,  o/lS44,  passed  the 
senate  ayes  19,  nays  2 — Messrs.  Spencer  and  Den- 
niston.  In  the  house,  a motion  was  made  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  lost  ayes 
41,  nays  59.  The  bill  subsequently  passed  the  house 
ayes  68,  nays  38. 

.Tudkial  districts. — 1st  district — The  city  and  coun- 
ty of  New  York. 

' 2d — Xhe  counties  of  Richmond,  Suffolk,  Queens, 
Kings,  Westchester,  Orange,  Rockland,  Putnam, 
and  Dutchess. 

3d — The  counties  of  Columbia,  Sullivan,  Ulster, 
Greene,  Albany,  Schoharie,  and  Rensselaer. 

4th — The  counties  of  Warren,  Saratoga,  Wash- 
ington, Essex,  Franklin,  St.  Lawrence,  Clinton, 
Montgomery,  Hamilton,  Fulton,  and  Schenectady. 

5ih — The  counties  of  Onondaga,  Oneida,  Oswego, 
Herkimer,  Jefferson,  and  Lewis. 

6th— The  counties  of  Otsego,  Delaware,  Madison, 
Chenango,  Broome,  Tioga,  Chemung,  Tompkins, 
and  Cortland. 

7lh— The  counties  of  Livingston,  Wayne,  Seneca, 
Yales,  Ontario,  Steuben,  Monroe,  and  Cayuga. 

8th — The  counties  of  Erie,  Chaulauque,  Cattarau- 
gus, Orleans,  Niagara-,  Genesee,  Allegany,  and  Wy- 
omi  g. 

The  judges  are  hereafter  to  be  elected  by  the 
people. 

Endeavors  were  made,  but  in  vain  we  believe,  to 
prevent  the  noininalions  for  filling  these  important 
offices  from  taking  a party  direction.  Party  nomi- 
nations have  been  make. 

It  IS  stated  in  the  New  York  papers  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  nominated  have  declined  the 
nomination,  not  deeming  a . salary  of  $2,500  an  in- 
ducement for  quitting  the  practice  of  law  at  the  bar. 

Judge  L.  H.  Sandford,  who  had  been  nominated 
by  a committee  of  the  bar  of  N.  York,  declined  the 
Domination. 

The  anti-renters  are  calling  conventions  to  nomi- 
nate far  judges,  &c.  in  the  ixxjecled  counties. 

“Democratic"  slate  convention. — A meeting  of  the 
administration  members  of  the  legislature  convened 
at  Albany  on  the  11th,  Col.  Young,  presiding,  at 
which  it  was  resolved  that  a democratic  state  con- 
vention of  delegates  from  each  county,  according  to 
the  number  of  representatives  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled, assemble  at  Syracuse  on  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber next,  to  nominate  state  officers,  2tc. 

The  Hudson  river  railroad. — The  company  are  ra- 
pidly progressing  with  their  surveys.  Some  difficul- 
ties have  occurred  with  the  state  authorities  as  to  the 
passage  of  the  road  through  the  ground*  of  the  Sing 
Sing  prison. 

Pennsti.vania. — Fixxances — There  is  already  in 
the  state  Ireasuiy  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  $200,000 
temporary  loan  obtained  for  the  discharge  ol  the 
February  instalment  of  the  state  debt.  The  receipts 
of  tolls  from  the  public  woiks — railroads,  canals, 
&c. — thus  far  have  been  unusually  large,  and  are 
likey  to  continue  so  for  some  time.  No  doubt  re- 


mains of  the  prompt  payment  of  the  August  instal- 
ment for  interest  on  the  state  debt. 

Marvl.vnd. — Volunteers — Gen.  John  Spear  Smith, 
of  Baltimore,  has  tendered  to  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  a brigade  of  volunteers  to  serve  in 
the  Mexican  war,  from  the  state  of  Maryland.  The 
Washington  “Union”  compliments  the  patriotism  of 
the  corps  volunteered  on  this  occasion,  and  exhibits 
it  as  an  instance  of  the  public  spirit  of  the  people  of 
Maryland,  but  adds  that  the  president  hes  been  con- 
strained, ill  justice  to  the  like  rlaitas  which  are 
pressed  from  other  states,  to  decline  accepting  the 
services  thus  proffered,  and  adds;  “We  understand 
that  General  Scott  will,  in  all  probability,  have  un- 
der his  command,  in  the  month  of  June,  at  least 
twenty  thousand  men,  or  more,  consisting  too  of  re- 
gulars. or  during  the  war  men. 

* # » » ^ The  patriotic  sentiments 

of  our  countrymen  rise  superior  to  every  other  consi- 
deration. Men  press  anxiously  upon  the  war  office 
for  employment.  A spirited  citizen  of  Maryland, 
whose  name  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  specify,  is  wil 
ling  to  appropriate  $10,000  from  his  own  purse  to 
equip  a company.  Volunteer  companies  pour  in 
from  all  quarters.  Here  is  a whole  brigade  from 
Maryland,  who  will  turn  away  their  reluctant  and 
disappointed  steps  from  the  door  of  the  war  office.” 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. — No  inconsidera- 
ble excitement  prevails  in  relation  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  railroad  company  in  relation  to  extend- 
ing their  road  to  the  Ohio  river.  The  negotiation 
with  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg  with  a view  of  con- 
necting the  road  with  the  Connellsville  railroad  pro- 
ject, appears  to  have  been  frustrated.  The  Virginia 
route  IS  the  favorite  with  the  company,  and  although 
the  legislature  of  that  slate  at  their  last  session 
evinced  no  disposition  to  recede  from  the  ground 
they  have  so  many  years  maintained,  the  hope  is 
still  expressed  that  a route  will  be  obtained  at  a fii 
tore  day.  Meantime  the  company  propose  to  extend 
their  road  to  some  distance  above  Cumberland. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. — Negotiations  for 
funds  to  enable  the  canal  company  to  resume  opera 
lions  and  complete  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  were 
completed  on  the  11th  instant  at  Boston. 

'I'he  several  arrangements  include, 

$300,000  from  the  state  of  Virginia; 

100.000  from  the  cities  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria; 

300.000  from  the  Barings,  London; 

200.000  from  capitalists  at  Boston; 

200,000  by  the  contractors;  making 

$1,100  000  the  sum  required  for  the  completion  of 
the  road  to  Cumberland. 

The  contractors  will  lose  no  time,  it  is  presumed, 
in  performing  the  task  they  have  undertaken. 

South  Carolina. — The  Charleston  Mercury  of 
the  13lh  announces  that  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Rhett,  de- 
clines' the  earnest  solicitation  of  his'  friends  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  re-election  to  congress.  He 
has  served  as  a representative  ever  since  the  year 
1837,  re-elected  in  every  instance  but  one,  without 
opposition.  He  has  been  re-elected  to  the  next  con- 
gress— it  is  to  the  succeeding,  the  31sl,  congress — 
that  he  declines  being  a candidate. 

During  his  late  visit  to  Barnwell,  Mr.  Rhett  was 
invited  by  a public  meeting  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner,  which  invitation  was  accepted.  Of  Mr.  R’s 
speech  at  Barnwell,  the  Mercury  says: 

“The  compromise  of  1833 — the  tariff  of  1842 — the 
Mexican  war  and  the  Wilmot  proviso,  were  all  suc- 
cinctly, but  ably  discussed.  In  connexion  with  these 
great  questions,  he  traced  his  own  course  as  a states- 
man, and  defended  his  peculiar  views  with  that  force 
of  argument — that  burning  and  impassioned  elo- 
quence, which  eminently  distinguish  him  as  a speak- 
er. It  would  he  doing  Mr.  Rhett  injustice  to  attempt 
giving  anything  like  an  abstract  of  his  remarks;  we 
therefore  forbear.  He  was  listened  to  throughout 
With  profound  attention,  interrupted  only  by  those 
spontaneous  bursts  of  applause,  which  true  eloquence 
alone  can  awaken.  At  the  conclusion  of  liis  address 
— to  the  surprise  and  regret  of  every  one — he  de- 
clined being  a candidate  (or  re-clectioii.” 

Alabama. — The  “Democratic"  State  Convention. — 
We  find  by  the  iVIonigomery  Advertiser  of  the  8lh, 
that — 

The  Hon.  Wm.  R.  King,  was  chosen  to  preside. 

A committee  was  appointed  “to  draft  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  convention  on  stale 
and  federal  aliairs”  consisting  of  Alfred  V.  Scott,  of 
Macon;  Wra.  L.  Yancey,  of  Montgomery;  J.  W. 
Bridges,  of  Wilcox;  D.  R Bell,  of  Lowndes;  E.  F. 
Pearson,  of  Tallapoo.sa;  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  of  Tallade- 
da;  W.  Coleman,  of  Greene. 

The  committee  reported  a series  of  resolutions,  to 
the  following  effect — 


1st — Recommends  that  some  efficient  system  of 
“finance  and  taxation”  be  adopted  for  the  exlin- 
gui-^hment  of  the  slate  debt. 

2d — approves  of  the  operation  of  the  sub-treasury 
system. 

3 I— Condemns  the  “obsolete  idea”  of  a national 
bank. 

4tli,  5ih,  and  6lh — Assert  the  free  trade  doctrines. 

7lh — Approves  of  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
Mexican  war  “for  attaining  the  only  legitimate  end 
of  all  war — lasting  peace,  based  upon  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.” 

8th — While  it  deprecates  a war  of  conquest,  ex- 
presses the  conviction  “that  in  adjusting  the  terms 
of  a treaty  with  Mexico,  no  other  mode  of  obtain- 
ing indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  and  for 
past  injvries  and  aggression  will  be  available  to  the 
United  States,  except  that  of  receiving  from  Mexico 
a portion  of  her  territory  contiguous  to  our  own.” 

9th — denies  the  right  of  the  general  government 
to  make  any  discrimination  “between  the  states  of 
this  Union,  by  which  any  shall  be  deprived  of  its  full 
and  equal  right  to  such  territory.” 

lOlh — condemns  the  “Wilmot  proviso”  as  in  de- 
rogation of  southern  equality,  and  tending  directly  to 
sunverl  the  Union  itself. 

llih— concurs  in  and  reiterates  the  resolutions  of 
the  Virginia  house  of  delegates. 

12ih— Resolved,  “That  as  one  of  the  most  effective 
tnodes— of 'firm,  xixxited,  and  concerted  action,' recom^ 
mended  by  the  above  resolutions — of  resisting  the  in- 
terference by  the  general  government  with  a view  to 
establish  a discrimination,  as  degrading  as  it  is  inju- 
tious,  to  the  slaveholding  stales—  the  mexnbers  of  this 
convention  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  each  other,  and 
recommend  to  their  fellow  citizens,  in  those  states, 
to  withhold  their  votes  for  the  office  of  president  of  the 
United  States  from  any  citizen  who  shall  not  previously 
to  the  election,  distinctly,  unequivocally,  and  publicly 
ivoio  his  opposition  to  all  such  interference." 

The  Charleston  Mercury  on  inserting  the  forego- 
ing resolution  says:  “would  that  we  could  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  every  voter  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  Union,  and  we  hope  yet  to  be 
called  on  to  print  and  reprint  it  as  the  voice  of  each  of 
the  great  parties  in  each  of  the  slaveholding  states 
of  the  confederacy.  This  would  be  action,  and  effi- 
cient defensive  action,  on  the  part  of  the  south.” 

fCominntion  for  governor.-^On  the  24th  ballot, 
Reuben  Chapman,  esq.,  now  a representative  in  con- 
gress from  the  Huntsville  district,  obtained  a majo- 
rity, and  was  accordingly  nominated  as  the  candi- 
date for  governor. 

Congressional  nominalions. — Mr.  Inge,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  administration  party  of  the  Tusca- 
loosa district,  represented  by  Wm.  W.  Payne,  esq,, 
during  last  congress,  but  who  fails  of  obtaining  a 
renoinination. 

Wm.  W.  Murphy,  esq.,  is  the  whig  candidate  fop 
this  district. 

Texas  — the  new  german  cclONv — ~ffeio  Braun* 
fels,  Comal  co.,  March  25.— Baron  von  Meusebach 
has  made  a very  important  expedition  to  Llano  and 
San  Saba  rivers,  accompanied  with  Major  Neigh- 
bors and  others,  whence  the  had  arrived  within  the 
last  few  day.  The  expedition  resulted  in  having 
made  peaceful  relations  with  the  Camanche  Indians 
thereby  enabling  the  German  emigration  company 
to  proceed  colonizing  that  part  of  the  country;  and 
already  some  surveyors  have  commenced  to  survey 
the  lands.  The  settlement  at  Fredericksburg,  on 
the  Piedernales,  is  successfully  progressing;  there 
arc  already  several  stores,  and  the  Camanche  Indians 
and  other  tribes  have  frequently  visited  the  town  for 
the  purpose  of  trading.  The  people  have  enjoyed 
perfect  tranquillity,  and  no  acts  of  hostility  have  yet 
been  committed  by  the  Indians.  Here  there  is  much 
more  industry  displayed  this  season  than  in  former 
ones  towards  the  cultivation  of  the  ground — a favor- 
able omen.  Everywhere  around  are  to  be  seen  en- 
closed and  well  ploughed  fields;  and  we  want  only 
some  rains  to  give  assurance  of  a return  for  our  la- 
bors, and  to  cheer  us  again  with  the  verdancy  of 
spring.  The  season  is  extremely  late,  and  rain  is 
much  needed,  there  having  been  scarcely  a shower 
for  several  months. 

Sixty  persons  poisoxxed.—A  letter  from  the  parish 
of  Sabine,  dated  the  2d,  and  published  in  the  N.  O- 
Delta  of  the  lllli  inst. — stales  that  at  a wedding  of 
an  orphan  girl  raised  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  in  that  pal- 
ish, sixty  of  guests  were  poisoned,  ten  or  twelve  of 
whom  had  already  died,  and  thirty.  Dr.  Sharp  was 
of  opinion,  would  not  survive.  Two  sons  ol  Mr. 
Biilton— two  Castleberry’s — one  of  the  Houghter’s, 
and  his  wile  are  dead — also  one  of  the  bride’s  maids, 
and  yet  strange  to  tell,  iieiliiur  the  bride  nor  groom 
nor  any  of  the  family  were  injured!  The  letter 
adds:  “Old  Wilkinson  has  absci'iided.  This  portii  n 
of  Texas  is  in  arms,  and  woe  betide  the  guilty!  It 
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13  supposed  that  the  negroes  were  hired  to  adminis- 
ter the  poison  in  the  coffee,  or  food,  by  a disappoint- 
ed 5'dtor,  'vfiO  was  present  at  the  wedding.” 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


FOREIGN  GRAIN  MEASURES. 

The  New  York  Express  gives  the  following  as  a 
correct  statement  in  American  bushels  of  the  vari- 
ous European  measures  of  grain: 

American  bushels. 


English  quarter 

8 28  100 

English  imperial  bushel 

1 4 100 

Dantzic  last 

87  15  100 

Amsterdam  last 

83  37-100 

Hamburg  last 

91  43-100 

Rostock  last 

105  71  100 

St.  Petersburg  tchetwert 

5 49  100 

Odessa  tchetwert 

6 6 100 

Naples  Tomolo 

1 57-100 

Leghorn  Sack 

2 

Genoa  Ermine 

3 34  100 

Spanish  Fanegue 

1 62  100 

Lisbon  Alquiere 

4M00 

Copenhagen  Tonne 

4 74  100 

Swedish  Tonne 

3 97  100 

Mayence  Mattu 

3 37-100 

French  Hectolitre 

2 85-100 

The  Speyer  Zeitung  says  that  the 

states  of  the  1 

verein  have  agreed  not  to  renew  ihe  treaty  of  commerce 
and  navigation  concluded  on  the  2d  of  March,  1S41, 
with  Great  Britain. 

Cotton,  Linen,  and  WooLLEN.--The  aggregate 
amount  of  exportation  of  cotton,  linen,  and  woollen 
manufactures  from  Great  Britain  for  1846,  was  less 
by  $2,419,485  than  in  1845. 

Mastodon  Cotton. — Three  hundred  and  twenty 
bales  of  Mastodon  cotton  are  declared  for  public 
sale  at  Liverpool.  This  cotton  is  of  recent  introduc- 
tion, and  its  length  and  strength  of  staple  promise 
to  render  it  valuable  as  a substitute  for  Sea  Islands 
or  Brazils. 

The  Mastodon  cotton  offered  did  not  meet  a good 
reception  in  Liverpool. 

Danish  Commercial  Relations. — The  king  of 
Denmark  has  issued  an  ordinance  declaring  that, 
during  the  excessive  dearness  of  the  first  necessaries 
of  life,  and  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  stales, 
the  territories  of  which  are  washed  by  the  Elbe, 
articles  of  grain,  roots,  potatoes,  flour,  meal,  and 
other  alimentary  products  of  the  mill,  ascending  the 
Elbe,  whatever  may  be  the  destination,  shall  be  free 
of  the  customs’ duties  to  which  such  articles  have 
been  subject  in  passing  before  Lauenburg,  until  the 
end  of  September. 

Steamers  for  the  Orinoco  and  Apure  Rivers. 
Our  readers  are  apprised  that  steamers  are  now  be- 
ing built  at  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  navigaling 
these  immense  rivers.  By  an  arrival  from  Caraccas, 
with  dates  to  the  20th  of  April,  we  learn  that  the 
joint  committee  of  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  national  congress  have  unanimously 
reported  in  favor  of  a new  grant  lo  V.  Ellis,  Esq., 
of  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Orinoco  and  Apure 
rivers,  with  important  additional  privileges  beyond 
those  granted  to  Mr.  Ellis  last  year  by  the  local  au- 
thorities of  Guayana  and  Apure.  This  last  will 
supersede  the  former  grant,  the  terms  having  been 
sanctioned  by  the  agent  of  Mr.  Ellis  at  Caraccas. — 
The  steamers  are  to  be  run  under  the  Venezuelean 
flag,  and  to  be  exempt  from  provincial  and  national 
imposts,  and  all  other  burdens,  making  the  grant  un- 
exceptionable. 

American  ships  allowed  to  take  in  cargo  at 
Montreal. — Instructions  have  reached  Montreal 
from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  British  treasu- 
ry, that,  so  long  as  the  existing  suspension  of  the 
navigation  act  in  respect  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
corn  trade  shall  remain  in  force,  foreign  vessels  are 
lo  be  permitted  to  go  in  ballast  up  the  St.  Lawrence 
lo  Montreal,  and  thence  carry  down  corn  and  flour 
consigned  to  any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom,  on 
first  obtaining  a license  for  that  purpose  from  the 
principal  officer  of  customs  at  Quebec.  This  con- 
cession will  greatly  facilitate  the  shipping  business 
of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Hitherto,  flour  could  go  to 
Montreal  in  American  barges,  and  American  ships 
could  go  to  Quebec;  but  between  the  two  ports  there 
was  a great  gulf,  which  made  an  expensive  tranship- 
ment necessary. 

Trade  from  Rochester  through  the  River 
St.  Lawrence. — The  Rochester,  New  Yoik,  De- 


mocrat thus  speculates  upon  the  probabilities  of  the 
next  season  in  relation  to  the  foreign  commerce  of 
that  place: 

Certain  it  is,  that  before  another  season  has  pass- 
ed, a sail  vessel  oi  600  tons  measurement,  with  same 
power  of  steam  attached,  can  start  from  our  harbor 
with  2,500  barrels  of  flour,  and  in  twenty-four  hours 
reach  Ogdensburgh;  thence  passing  down  the  river, 
over  the  galloos  (galop)  and  through  the  Long  Sault 
ship  canal  into  the  lake  St.  Francisco,  and  around 
the  cascades  at  the  loot  of  this  lake  into  the  ‘Lake 
of  the  Two  Mountains,’  in  Lake  Ottawa,  by  the 
Beauharnois  ship  canal  and  from  the  foot  of  this  lake 
to  La  Chine,  seven  miles  through  the  La  Chine  en- 
larged canal  lo  Montreal — all  in  twelve  hours.  This 
enlargement  of  the  La  Chine  canal  being  the  last 
link  in  this  chain  of  magnificent  works,  and  within 
a few  months  of  completion,  we  may  anticipate  it 
as  being  in  readiness  before  vessels  are  prepared  for 
iis  navigation.  From  Montreal  lo  Quebec,  the  shoals 
of  Lake  St.  Peter  being  dredged  is  another  twelve 
hours  sail;  and  from  Quebec  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  a distance  of  600  miles,  we  may  add  three 
days  more,  being  five  days  from  Rochester  lo  the 
banks  of  the  Newfoundland,  which  is  five  days 
on  the  route  from  New  York  to  Europe,  and  within 
ten  days  of  easy  sail  and  steam  of  Liverpool;  and 
then  we  have  a cargo  of  our  own  flour  in  market, 
without  cost  of  transportation,  canal  tolls  or  com- 
missions, subject  only  to  the  payment  of  moderate 
locking  charges  around  the  different  falls  of  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

Foreign  exports  of  breadstuffs. — The  editors 
of  the  Philadelphia  American  have  made  up  from 
the  various  shipping  points  of  the  U.  States  the  quan- 
tity of  .flour,  wheat,  corn  meal,  and  corn,  exported 
since  1st  September,  1846,  to  1st  instant.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  result: 

Flour,  barrels,  424,766 

Corn  meal,  do.  2,046,436 

Wheat,  bushels,  2,005.432 

Corn,  do.  11,007,446 

By  changing  the  quantity  of  flour  and  meal  into 
wheat  and  corn,  allowing  five  bushels  to  the  barrel, 
the  total  exports  have  been  equal  to 

Wheal,  23,289,262  bushels. 

Corn  21,239  627  do. 

Cr  upwards  of  forty-four  and  a half  millions  of 
bushels  of  wheat  and  corn  exported  in  eight  months. 

These  facts  will  at  once  account  for  the  present 
high  prices  of  flour,  meal,  wheal,  and  corn. 

Domestic  Goods  exported  from  Boston  during 
two  vreeks  ending  1st  May  was  5,670  packages  and 
bales,  valued  at  $256,332.  Cf  these  3,800  packages 
went  lo  Canton,  and  1,389  to  Valparaiso. 

Ice  Trade. — The  Bunker  Hill  Aurora  states  that 
during  the  months  of  March  and  April  last,  Messrs. 
Gage,  Hittenger  & Co.,  of  Charlestown,  loaded  at 
their  wharves  no  less  than  seventy-eight  vessels  with 
ice,  for  various  ports  and  places.  During  the  same 
lime  twenty-one  vessels  have  been  loaded  with 
shocks.  Many  of  these  vessels  discharged  their 
cargoes  at  Messrs.  Gage  & Co.’s  wharves.  Such  an 
amount  of  business,  connected  with  navigation,  has 
probably  never  been  done  before  in  that  city  in  the 
same  space  of  time. 

A cargo  op  Ice  has  been  shipped  from  New  Or- 
leans for  Vera  Cruz. 


THE  united  states  MEXICAN  TARIFF  IN  TAMPICO. 

On  the  26th  of  April  a public  meeting  was  held  in 
the  City  Hall  of  Tampico  to  consider  Mr.  Walker’s 
Mexican  tariff.  George  W.  Van  Stavoren,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, was  called  lo  the  chair,  and  Samuel  Val- 
ley, of  Boston,  acted  as  secretary.  The  meeting 
was  addressed  by  the  president  and  others,  who  con- 
tended that  great  injury  would  result  to  American 
interests  from  the  tarifiT.  A series  of  resolutions  was 
then  unanimously  adopted,  condemning  in  decided 
terms  Mr.  Walker’s  schedule.  We  extract  the  fol- 
lowing from  those  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  tarifl’  of  duties  proposed  for 
Mexico  is  unjust,  illiberal,  and  unbecoming  any  Ame- 
rican in  heart  or  principle. 

Resolved,  That  a duty  of  five  cents  per  running 
yard  on  coarse  cotton  goods,  when  raw  cotton  is  ad- 
mitted under  a very  low  duty,  amounts  lo  a prohi- 
bition of  American  manufactures,  and  is  a greater 
protection  lo  Mexican  manufactories  than  that  ever 
asked  for  by  the  highest  and  most  exalted  tariff  men 
in  the  United  States  as  protection  lo  American  man- 
ufactures. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  duly  per  running  yard 
being  put  on  American  coarse  cotton  goods  as  on 
the  finest  cottons  and  muslins  of  British  manufac- 
ture, is  unjust  and  illiberal  in  the  extreme,  as  one  is 


used  by  the  higher  class  of  the  people,  who  can  bear 
Ihe  duty,  which  is  less  than  in  the  United  States, 
while  the  American  coarse  go'^'is  a!'.;  diiily  u ed  ijy 
the  serfs,  who  cannot  pay  the  higiier  price  cxactfad 
for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  said  tariff,  as  imposed,  forces  tha 
American  soldier  to  buy  his  goods  of  a sutler,  whose 
usual  charges  of  profit  are  50  to  100  per  cent.,  or 
forces  him  to  pav  a tax  on  the  few  luxuries  he  uses 
equal  to  100  per  cent,  on  United  Slates  prices. 

Resolved,  That  the  laris'  is  illiberal  and  unjust,  as 
it  imposes  throughout  a duty  of  not  less  than  70  to 
150  per  cent,  on  American  products,  while  on  British 
articles  it  is  not  over  40  per  cent.,  and  on  a great 
many  articles  less. 

[Anotner  declares  that  this  tarifl',  if  continued,  will 
oblige  all  American  merchants  in  Tampico  to  clos« 
their  business.] 

Comparative  value  of  crops  of  the  u.  states, 
“The  hog  crop,  of  the  last  season  was  worth  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  cotton  crop.  The  Indian 
corn  crop  was  worth  more  than  three  limes  the 
amount  of  the  cotton  crop.  The  hay  crop  was  worth 
more  than  the  cotton  crop.” 

The  bools  and  shoes  manufacture  in  the  United 
States  annually,  is  worth  more  than  the  cotton  crop; 
as  is  also  the  huts,  bonnets,  and  caps. 

breadstuffs  for  our  own  COMMUNITY. 

The  intelligence  from  Europe  by  the  Britannia, 
added  to  a review  of  the  home  supply,  compared 
with  the  demand  for  bread  stuSs  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  working  in  accordance  with  the  operations 
of  heavy  speculators  and  gamblers  that  are  now  ope- 
rating in  our  bread  stulf  and  provision  markets  just 
as  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  in  the  stocks, 
has  had  the  efiFect  of  raising  prices  in  our  markets 
lar  beyond  what  the  prices  in  Europe  would  seem 
to  authorise.  Heavy  contracts  have  been  made, 
and  are  yet  being  made,  for  flour  and  grain  to  be 
delivered  at  specified  dales,  without  any  idea,  of 
touching  a grain  or  barrel  of  either,  but  solely  for 
speculation.  Contracts  of  the  kind  are  now  daily 
sold  oul,  for  the  sake  of  realizing.  Heavy  sums 
have  been  forwarded  by  capitalists  of  E irope  with 
a view  to  avail  of  these  speculations.  The  effect  of 
this  is,  that  our  own  community  of  consumers  have 
to  contribute  towards  making  princely  fortunes  for 
the  few  who  avail  of  this  means  of  levying  upon 
their  necessities. 

By  way  of  a single  illustration,  examine  the  fol- 
lowing statement.  'We  use  for  the  occasion  only  the 
highest  rate  of  quotations  in  each  instance. 

Comparison  of  the  prices  of  breadstuffs  in  the  Ballv- 
more  market. 


May  20(/i,  1846. 

May  20lh,  1847. 

Howard  street  flour  bbl. 

$4  18 

$9  00 

City  mills  do. 

4 37 

9 00 

Family  flour  (retail) 

6 00 

11  50 

Corn  meal  bbl. 

3 25 

5 25 

While  wheat  bush. 

1 10 

2 12 

Prime  red  wheat 

0 95 

1 02 

Yellow  corn 

0 61 

1 08 

White  corn 

0 62 

1 04 

Oats 

0 40 

0 60 

The  severity  of  this  alteration  in  the  price  of  ar- 
ticles for  subsistence,  is  most  sensibly  felt  among 
those  classes  of  community  that  depend  upon  manu- 
al labor  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  families, 
and  they  are  a large  proportion  too,  in  point  of  num- 
bers, though  not  equally  so  in  influence.  And  what 
is  worse,  of  their  numbers,  no  inconsiderable  propor- 
tion are  met  on  one  hand  with  a demand  for  double 
prices  for  every  thing  at  market,  and  on  the  other 
with  a reduction  of  price  or  reduced  demand  for 
wliat  they  have  been  earning  a scant  living  by  labor- 
ing at.  European  goods  at  reduced  prices  and  du- 
ties, come  into  competition  with  them,  depriving 
many  of  employment  ar  d still  more  of  an  adequate 
price  for  what  they  make.  The  influence  of  this 
has  as  yet  but  commenced.  It  will  rapidly  increase, 
as  a necessary  consequence  of  withdrawing  protec- 
tion. It  was  one  of  the  results  aimed  at  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  free  trade.  Without  it  the  increased  re- 
venue which  was  the  avowed  object,  could  not,  of 
course  be  realised.  Increased  importations  and  re- 
duced prices  of  foreign  articles,  was  the  favored 
theory — and  here  we  have  the  commencement  of  its 
practice.  Plain  figures  of  arithmetic — matters  of 
fact  come  home  to  us,  and  no  one  that  will  open 
his  eyes  can  fail  to  see  the  state  of  the  case. 

By  reference  to  page  224,  vol.  70,  or  our  Register,  it 
will  be  seen  that  on  the  lUh  May,  1816,  western  flour 
was  sold  at  Liverpool  fur  25a. , and  the  average  price  of 
wheat  for  the  nine  weeks  ending  the  9tli  May,  was  56s. 
Observe  that  this  was  before  the  operat''On  of  the  new 
corn  law,  or  diminution  of  duties. 

Legitimate  prices, — prices  really  authorised  by 
what  foreigners  are  oH'ering  for  our  produce — prices 
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not  enhanced  by  gambling  speculators  operating  be- 
tween those  who  want  and  those  who  have,  our 
community,  one  and  all,  would  subscribe  to — but 
they  cannot  but  complain  when  monopolists  are 
sporting  with  the  first  articles  of  subsistence. 

Our  agriculturists  rejoice,  and  they  have  a right 
to  do  so.  It  is  the  day  and  hour  of  their  triumph. — 
We  are  an  agricultural  people,  and  would  have 
most  willingly  remained  more  so,  if  Europeans  would 
have  allowed  us  free  trade,  trade  free  as  tli  ey  de- 
mand of  us.  Their  restrictions,  prohibitions,  and 
exai'iions  drove  us  to  manufacturing.  Their  neces- 
sities for  the  lime  being,  have  compelled  them  to  sus- 
pend restrictions.  Our  agriculturists  are  entitled 
to  their  harvest,  and  we  heartily  rejoice  with  them 
in  its  benefits.  But  we  should  all  of  us  be  aware, 
and  we  cannot  too  soon  be  aware,  that  their  present 
day  of  triumph  is  but  for  a brief  space.  Europe 
will  not  long  consent  to  be  fed  from  the  U.  Stales. — 
The  current  of  coin  will  not — cannot  continue  to  fiov 
into  our  lap  as  it  has  been  doing.  Every  one  knows 
that  an  unnatural  condition  of  things  exists  at  the 
present  moment.  A condition  of  things  that  would 
inevitably  produce  ruin — wide  spread  universal 
ruin,  to  Europe,  if  it  were  to  endure  another  year; — 
a ruin  that  we  should  soon  be  brought  into  a par- 
ticf^iation  of — notwithstanding  our  immense  re- 
sources. 

Whenever  abundance  shall  again  bless  the  Euro- 
pean harvest — the  reaction  will  fall  upon  our  agri- 
cultcrisls,  w ith  a heavy  hand.  As  an  agricultural 
people  we  can  sustain  the  depression  of  our  manu- 
facturing and  laboring  community,  but  when  the 
depression  shall  visit  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the 
manufacturing  interests — then  comes  the  day  of  trial 
and  suffering  We  shall  then  awaken  to  the  value 
of  a community  of  interests,  a home  interest.  An 
interest  not  subject  to  loreign  influences. 

HOME  MARKETS. 

Our  money  market,  may  be  quoted  as  easy.  Loans 
have  been  negotiated  by  N.  York  banks  at  five  per  ct. 
The  banks  discount  freely  at  legal  interest. 

U.  States  treasury  notes  bring  lO.oj. 

Major  Bodine,  paymaster  of  the  army,  was  to  leave 
St.  Louis  last  week  fur  Santa  Fe,  with  $300,000  in  gold 
for  the  army  in  New  Me.vico. 

Specie.  The  Britannia  brought  about  $900  000.  The 
packet  ship  .Marmioti  S'150,000. 

Flour.  Gennessee  is  quoted  at  Boston  at  $8  75;  at 
N.  York  at  S3  23  a S8  STj;  for  Alexandria  to  arrive,  S9; 
at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  holders  ask  $9,  but  buy- 
ers hold  off.  At  Richmond,  sales  to  a large  atnouiit  at 
$7  75  a S3;  at  Pittsburg  $5  87k,  at  N.  Orleans  S6;  at 
Buflalo  S6  50. 

The  N.  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says:  “Immense 
orders  for  flnur  have  been  sent  by  telegraph  to  Buffalo 
within  the  last  week.  One  house  alone,  supposed  to  be 
connected  with  the  Rothschilds,  has  remitted  S50,000. 
More  money  went  up  by  Livingstons  & Wells’s  express 
on  Monday  night,  than  ever  was  forwarded  at  any  one 
time  before,  chiefly  for  flour  speculators.’’ 

JVheat,  ai  Boston,  prime  red,  $2;  at  N.  York  $2;  at 
Pittsburg  SI  12;  at  Buffalo  SI  20. 

Corn.  Prime  yellow  at  N.  York  SI  03;  at  Baltmore 
$1  OS;  white,  at  Pittsburg  40  cis.;  at  Buffalo  62j  cts. 

Cotton.  Holders  remain  tolerably  firm,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reduction  of  prices  at  Liverpool.  A concession 
of  5 ct.  per  lb.  at  N.  York  brought  ready  purchasers. 

United  States  cotton  crops  of  1846  and  1847,  compared 
Crop.  bales.  crop  lbs.  avg’e  p’ce.  total  val. 
1846  2,000.000  900,000,000  8^c  $76,500  000 

1817  1,890,000  720,000,000  12ic  90,000,000 


D.?c.  110,000  180,000,000 

Itic.  4c  $13  500,000 

This  shows  an  increase  of  about  16  per  ct.  in  the  ag 
gregate  value,  an  increase  of  about  50  per  cent,  in  the 
price  per  pound,  a falling  oft'  of  10  per  ct.  in  the  num- 
ber ol  bales,  and  a decrease  of  20  per  ct.  in  the  aggre- 
gate production. 

Grain  crops.  Egypt,  at  the  last  dates  from  thence, 
promised  a most  luxuriant  harvest,  which  by  this  time 
has  been  reaped. 

The  weather  had  been  favorable  and  crops  looked 
well  at  the  last  dates  from  England,  but  the  potato  dis- 
ease has  been  detected  earlier  this  than  last  year,  in 
fated  Ireland. 

The  promise  from  our  own  crop,  so  far  as  ascertain- 
ed, is  by  no  means  flattering  at  present. 


F IREIGN  MARKETS. 

Cotton  market.  The  restrictive  measures  of  the  Bank 
of  England  and  advance  in  the  rate  of  interest,  had  em- 
barrassed the  cotton  trade  and  speculators  so  much, 
that  cotton  declined  from  the  16th  to  the  23d  April,  |d. 
to  |d.  A further  reduction  of  Jd.  followed.  On  the 
24th  prices  recovered  jd.  The  market  was  clear  of 
speculators  when  the  steamer  left,  but  prices  were  main- 
tained; fair  good,  and  fair  bowed  Georgia,  b'lafil;  Mo- 
bile 65,7;  N.  Orleans  6i.i7i. 

Tloiir  and  Grain.  After  some  fluctuations,  fl.iur  seem- 
ed to  have  settled  at  40s.  for  western  canal;  American 
wheat  10s.  6d.  a 1U-.  9d  ; white  wheat  12s.  a 12s.  3d.; 
Indian  corn  51s.  to  5-2s  ; red  52s.  lo  53.  During  the  last 
day  or  two  wheat  has  advanced  2d.  per  70  lbs.,  western 
flour  Is.  per  bbl.,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  flour  6d. 


In  the  Liverpool  market  the  demand  is  limited,  and 
prices  have  declined  2s  for  ISO  lbs.  on  yellow,  2s.  on 
white.  Yesterday.  May  3,  foreign  wheat  obtained  an 
advance  of  fully  4s.  per  quarter.  The  flour  trade  was 
very  active  and  a rise  of  2s.  per  bbl.  was  established, 
whilst  Indian  coni  was  sold  at  56,s.  lo  3Ss.  for  yellow, 
and  53s.  lo  60s.  for  while. 

The  following  are  the  quotations  of  breadstiiffs  on  the 
sailing  of  the  Caledonia,  from  Liverpool,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  and  of  the  Britannia,  on  the  4th  inst. 

April  19.  May  4. 

Wheal,  U.  S.  red  11s  0dalls6d  10s6dalls0d 

Do  white  and  mixed  I Is  10dal2s  Od  12s  0dal2s  3d 
Indian  corn,  white  52s  Odi54sOd  58s  0 la60s  Od 

Do  yellow  53s  0Ja55s  Od  56s  0Ja58s  Od 

Flour,  canal  41s  0da41s  Od  42s  Od  a — s 0,1 

Do  Phil,  and  Balt.  39r  6da40s  Od  — s 0,1a — s O.i 

Do  Ohio  39s  6 latOs  Od  — s 0 la — s Od 

Do  sour  35s  6 Ia3.5s  6d  — s Oda — s Od 

Indian  meal  26s  0Ja26s  Od  — s Oda — s Od 

This  shows  a decrease  in  the  securities  held  by  the 
bank,  of  il2, 922  000,  and  in  deposiles,  of  £3,228,388, 
say  over  thirty  millions  of  dollars  in  one  week. 

The  decrease  from  their  vaults  in  bullion,  from  the  1st 
September.  1846,  amounted  lo  £6,119,653, — thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

A letter  from  Manchester,  England,  dated  3J  May, 
says;  “We  learn  from  undoubted  authority,  that  exports 
Ilf  gold  during  the  past  four  months,  amount  to  £4,200,- 
0i)0  sterling,  and  it  is  supposed  that  about  three  and  a 
half  millions  more  will  go  forward  in  the  next  two 
months;  large  quantities  have  been  recently  shipped  for 
speculation  m exchanges,’’  &c. 

Money  market.  During  the  last  fortnight  the  funds 
have  continued  uninterruptedly  a downward  course,  the 
bullion  m the  bqnks  still  disappearing  rapidly.  The 
directors  have  been  more  stringent  than  ever  in  fact, 
though  they  have  not  publicly  made  any  alteration  in 
their  terms  of  discount,  yet  they  have  done  wha>  has 
acted  upon  mercantile  business  with  more  severity. — 
They  have  virtually  declined  to  discount  at  all,  while 
the  discount  houses  are  charging  65  to  7 per  cent,  for 
short  dated  bills  of  first  rate  qu  iliiy,  and  7j  per  cetit. 
for  bills  running  till  July.  The  effect  upon  business  has 
been  almost  to  put  a slop  to  transactions  of  magnitude. 
During  the  last  few  days  however,  the  bank  has  dis- 
counted rather  more  freely,  and  consols  have  rallied  a 
little.  The  improved  feeling  has  been  further  strength- 
ened by  the  announcement  that  the  Russian  govern- 
ment has  resolved  lo  invest  upwards  of  two  millions 
sterling  of  ils  gold  in  the  English  funds,  still  the  severity 
of  the  pressure  is  only  partially  relieved,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  for  some  lime  to  come  we  can  only  expect  a 
very  stringent  money  market,  and  a higher  rate  of  in- 
terest. To  day  the  effect  of  the  investment  on  Russian 
gold  has  beer,  counteracted  by  advices  from  the  conti- 
nent, laising  the  price  of  corn  prodigiously,  and  the  ut- 
ter stagnation  of  trade  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
has  also  had  its  effect;  consols  declined  one  per  cent,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  and  the  market  closed  heavily. 

The  European  Times  says,  since  wo  alluded  to  the 
position  of  the  Bank  of  England,  matters  have  became 
worse  in  the  whole  commercial  world.  From  Cornwall 
to  Caithness,  and  from  Cape  Clear  to  the  Giant’s  Cau.se- 
way  are  up  in  arms  in  respect  to  our  absurd  monetary 
policy.  Great  is  the  triumph  of  the  currency  doctors, 
and  great  is  their  exultation  at  the  embarrassment  which 
is  bringing  many  lo  ruin,  and  has  already  caused  proud 
hearts  to  bow  in  humble  prostration. 

Bank  of  England.  The  week  ending  the  24ih  April, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  week,  showed, 

' £115,591 

560.500 
1,031  374 
376,514 
879.290 
455,733 
£9,273,890 
20,697,120 
‘There  are  de- 


A decrease  in  coin  and  bullion,  of 

“ in  government  securities,  of 

“ in  other  securities,  of 

“ in  public  deposiies,  of 
“ in  other  deposites,  of 

“ and  in  circulation,  of 

Amount  of  bullion  in  both  departments 
“ of  circulation 

A letter  dated  London,  May  3d,  says; 
putations  in  town  from  mai.ufacturing  cities,  lo  ask  go- 
vernment to  put  some  reitrictions  on  the  right  of  the 
public  to  ask  gold  for  notes.” 

Bullion  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury  at  St.  Petersburg 
has  accumulated  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  mainly  it  is  said,  from  the  mines  of  the  Ural. 
Bank  notes  have  been  issued  upon  this  basis,  but  the 
emperor  has  concluded  to  avail  of  a portion  of  it  by  way 
ol  stock-jobbing.  He  is-suesa  Ukase,  which  equally  as- 
tonished the  bankers  of  Paris  and  London,  authorizing 
the  investment  of  four  millions  and  a half,  sterling,  sav 
$25,000,000,  in  his  own,  and  in  foreign  debt-;,  f'lfty  mil- 
lions (francsl  of  French  rentes  have  been  negotiated  for 
him  already. 

British  consols  lo  an  equal  amount  will  be  taken,  and 
Dutch  funds  will  absorb  the  remainder. 

This  move  gives  temporary  relief,  in  anticipation  of 
payments  for  hreadstuffs  from  Russia. 

'J’he  stock-jobbers,  it  is  iiitiinaled,  will  feel  “like  toads 
under  a harrow.’’  at  having  a new  competitor,  armed 
with  such  power  and  resources,  to  contend  with. 


PROTECTION  TO  THE  CURRENCT. 

From  IVilmer  Sf  Smith's  European  Times. 

Glasgow,  April  10,  1847. 

TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CANADIAN  PARLIAMENT. 

Gentlemen:  The  most  headstrong  free  trader 

must  now  feel  and  begin  to  see,  that  the  untaxed 


import  of  foreign  labor  is  detrimental,  not  only  to 
the  agricultural  body  in  England  and  the  colonists, 
(and,  indirectly  through  them,  to  all  other  classes) 
but  also  directly  to  every  interest  of  the  empire, 
lliough  causing  a vast  dim’nnlion  of  the  curren- 
cy by  the  removal  to  other  countries  of  our  precious 
metals. 

It  is  true  that  famine  in  Ireland  is  the  ostensible 
cause  of  part  of  the  evils  this  country  now  labors 
under,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  to  our  (under  Sir 
Robert  Peel)  having  taken  the  suicidal  course  of  de- 
pressing home  employment  and  encouraging  foreign, 
is  the  cause  of  that  want  of  confidence  which  will 
prevent  England  rising  superior  to  the  present  dis- 
tresses without  a most  serious  interference  with  the 
currency. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  England  is  belter  situated 
to  carry  on  free  trade,  than  any  country  in  the  world, 
and  if  other  countries  would  reciprocate,  the  advan- 
tage would  be  ours  in  every  case,  for  even  the  cir- 
ouii.stances  of  the  natives  of  the  Hindostan  were  not 
so  degraded  as  not  to  be  lowered  by  British  competi- 
tion. Englishmen  would  therefore  all  be  free  tra- 
ders as  a matter  of  theory;  but  what  is  about  to  be 
shown  to  be  even  England’s  experience  of  free  im- 
ports without  reciprocity,  which,  in  bitter  irony,  is 
called  free  trade,  fin  me  converlite  ferrum! ) viz:  that 
it  matters  not  whether  the  cause  of  imports  into  Eng- 
land, disproportioned  to  our  exports,  be  famine  or 
free  trade,  the  direful  effects  are  the  same. 

1st.  We  have  a reduction  of  employment  to  the 
people  of  England  to  very  nearly  the  whole  amount 
we  pay  for  foreign  labor. 

2d.  A reduction  of  England’s  ability  to  manu- 
facture, through  the  superstructure  of  our  curren- 
cy being  brought  down  by  the  removal  of  gold,  ils 
basts. 

3d.  We  suffer  from  the  gain  to  our  rivals  in  ma- 
nufactures being  exactly  equivalent  to  our  loss,  a 
belter  stock  of  the  precious  metals  giving  an  increas- 
ed power  to  manufacture  lo  foreign  countries,  so  that 
in  fact  the  less  gold  England  has  to  part  with  the 
better. 

To  these  general  effects  might  be  added  the  par- 
ticular one  as  regards  the  United  Slates,  that  our 
new  laws  will  turn  a proportion  of  the  cotton  land 
into  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  thus,  by  diminishing  its 
quantity,  raising  the  price  of  cotton  to  the  English 
miilowner. 

Such  being  the  experience  of  England,  what  would 
the  Canadas  be  under  free  trade. 

So  that,  whether  this  reaches  you  convened  at 
Montreal  for  youi  first  session  under  Lord  Elgin,  or 
finds  you  sent  back  to  ask  the  renewed  confidence 
of  your  constituents  in  what  we  used  lo  call  Bri- 
tish or  protective  principles  at  a general  election, 
1 leel  it  equally  important  by  the  present  steamer 
lo  let  you  know  the  exact  position  of  things  in  this 
country. 

1 particularly  desire  to  guard  you  against  being 
deceived,  by  the  stuff  now  being  written  by  some  of 
the  Lon  Ion  newspapers,  into  the  idea,  that  free  trade 
has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  our  present  degraded 
slate  in  thA  country. 

You  will  observe  I have  been  cautious  in  not  charg- 
ing free  trade  with  getting  us  into  this  stale  though  I 
believe  Sir  Robert  Peel’s  1842  measures  have  much 
to  do  with  it,  and  that  my  charge  against  free  trade 
is,  that  under  it,  no  elasticity  or  confidence  exists  to 
gel  us  out  of  the  scrape. 

I may,  however,  slate  my  firm  conviction,  that  the 
evils  arising  from  the  potato  rot  are  nothing  com- 
pared with  those  which,  in  the  absence  of  a potato 
rot  would  have  flown  from  the  price  of  wheat  being 
lowered  one  half,  not  by  an  incieas>e  quantity  of  our 
own  growth,  but  by  foreign  importations,  for  which 
we  had  to  pay  gold. 

Our  home  trade  would  now  be  going  tnrough  the 
ordeal  of  a general  bankruptcy,  unconsoled  even  by 
the  prospect  that,  after  thus  getting  white  washed, 
they  can  live  under  the  undue  and  cruel  competition 
of  untaxed  foreign  labor. 

1 pray  you  to  rest  satisfied  that  the  present  suffer- 
ings of  this  country  are  in  no  degree  caused  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England,  but  entirely  by  the 
want  of  confidence  caused  by  Sir  Rjberl  Peel’s  free 
trade  measures. 

This  IS  incontroverlibly  a bullion,  and  not  a Bat.k 
of  England,  panic;  and  one  which  will  convulse  the 
monetary  afl'airs  of  the  whole  empire,  and  not  only 
those  of  Lombard  street. 

To  be  sure  we  have  not  as  yet  got  a bullion  panic 
in  the  shape  of  a run  upon  the  bank,  and  this  shows 
the  bank’s  innocence  of  the  cause  of  the  suction  of 
gold;  but  have  a bullion  panic  in  the  higher  and 
less  equivocal  sense  of  a run  on  the  country  for  gold, 
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and  from  the  enduring  cause  that  it  is  the  most  pro- 
fitable and  disposable  property  foreigners  can  take 
abroad. 

I have  said  that  Sir  Robert  Peel’s  free  trade  mea- 
sures will  render  a depreciation  of  the  currency  in 
evitable. 

I do  not  believe  that  the  Bank  of  England  will  be 
able  to  sell  government  securities,  so  as  to  prepare 
Xor  the  payment  of  the  July  dividends,  unless  parlia- 
ment, before  it  rises,  passes  a no  less  sweeping  mea- 
sure than  making  silver  shillings  a legal  tender  to 
any  amount,  and  allowing  (he  Bank  of  England  and 
all  other  banks  to  issue,  confined  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  V 
regulations,  one  pound  notes. 

This  would  by  raising  gold  to  a market  price, 
place  the  foreign  trade  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
home  trade,  which  draws  no  gold,  but  has  its  prices 
inflated  to  the  amount  of  depreciation  of  the  silver 
currency. 

It  will  soon  become  evident  that  gold  cannot  be 
had  except  at  a premium,  and  then  will  come 
the  run  on  the  Bank  of  England,  not  from  ship- 
pers only,  but  also  by  parties  to  hoard  lor  the  pre 

ntium. 

Such  are  the  direct  and  legitimate  consequences 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel’s  departure  from  the  principle  of 
protection  to  British  labor  at  home  and  abroad. 

1 believe  that  he  has  undermined  the  prosperity 
and  stiuck  a fatal  blow  at  the  integrity  of  the  eui- 
pire. 

Even  the  national  debt  of  England  will  be  found 
to  be  only  so  much  waste  paper  if  we  persist  in  our 
present  suicidal  course,  for  it  is  secured  only  by  the 
industry  of  tl  e empire,  from  which  we  have  taken 
away  the  ability  to  perform  peculiar  duties  and  bear 
peculiar  burdens,  by  the  removal  of  all  its  peculiar 
privileges. 

One  shudders  to  think  of  the  individual  misery 
which  will  be  inflicted  on  the  population  here,  if  we 
persist  in  viewing  the  currency  and  free  trade  as 
two  questions  instead  of  one,  as  in  reality  they  are 
— a fact  that  you  know  well,  from  the  cruel  expe- 
rience of  Canadian  industry,  when  the  legislature 
of  the  slate  of  New  York  stopped  specie  payments 
in  1837. 

And  begging  you  not  to  suppose  for  a moment  that 
1 am  less  the  irreconcileable  opponent  of  class  inte- 
rests that  you  knew  me  when  I had  the  honor  to  re- 
present the  metropolis  in  the  first  parliament  o 
United  Canada, 

1 remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble  ser 
vant,  ISAAC  BUCHANAN. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

THEBATTLE  OF  CERRO  GORDO. 

Mr.  Kendall,  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune,  fur- 
nished that  paper  with  regular  details  from  which 
we  extract  the  following; 

Plan  del  Rio,  Mexico,  .dpril  16,  1847. 

General Twigg’s  division  of  the  army  reached  this 
place  on  Sunday  last  11th,  and  Gen.  Patterson’s  on 
Monday  evening.  Both  are  now  encamped  here  in  a 
delightful  valley,  on  the  banks  of  the  Plan  del  Rio, 
or  river  of  the  plain,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Gen. 
Worth’s  division  and  Gen.  Quitman’s  brigade  of  the 
Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina  volunteers. 
General  Scott  arrived  last  evening,  and  we  antici- 
pate in  a few  days  a hard  battle.  The  Mexicans,  to 
(he  number  of  from  12,000  to  15,000  men,  with  Ge- 
neral Vega,  if  not  Santa  Anna  himself,  at  their  head, 
are  strongly  fortified  about  lliree  miles  in  our  ad- 
vance, and  appear  to  be  constantly  engaged  in  mak- 
ing their  position,  if  possible,  still  stronger.  They 
have  several  batteries  planted,  and  if  they  do  not 
make  a desperate  stand  when  attacked,  they  must  be 
a greater  set  of  cowards  than  I have  yet  supposed 
them.  Our  present  force  here  is  not  over  6,000  men, 
including  Steploe’s,  Wall’s,  and  the  honiizer  batte- 
ries. The  sappers  and  miners  are  busily  engaged  in 
Cutting  roads,  and  w hen  our  batteries  are  erected  we 
shall  gite  them  “particular  fits,”  to  use  a vulgar 
p rase. 

We  are  fifty-seven  miles  from  Vera  Cruz  and 
thirty-three  from  Jalapa.  Several  volunteers  have 
been  wounded  or  killed  in  our  march  from  Vera 
Cruz,  having  lagged  too  far  behind  the  main  body. 
It  was,  1 assure  you,  hard  work  to  the  men  while 
marching,  and  many  a poor  fellow  dropped  upon  the 
road  from  complete  exhaustion, 
t Jipril  evening. — The  Mexicans,  under  Santa 

Anna,  are  occupying  a chain  of  works  along  the 
road,  the  nearest  of  which  is  about  a mile  and  a 
quarter  from  Gen.  Scott’s  headquarters  in  a direct 
line,  n he  road  this  side  is  cut  up  and  barricaded, 
and  every  possible  means  of  defence  and  annoyance 
has  been  resorted  to.  Beyond  the  first  work  there 
are  three  or  four  others,  completely  commanding  the 
goige  through  which  the  road  to  Jalapa  runs — these 
fotuficaiions  tn  hills,  and  rising  so  as  to  defend  one 


another.  It  is  thought  that  Santa  Anna  has  20,000 
men  with  him — the  lowest  estimate  gives  him  15,000 
— and  with  these  he  has  twenty  four  pieces  of  field 
artillery,  besides  some  fourteen  heavy  cannon  in  po- 
sition. Some  of  the  prisoners  and  deserters  from 
the  enemy’s  camp  even  place  higher  estimates,  both 
as  to  the  number  of  men  and  guns. 

To  turn  these  different  works  a road  has  been  par- 
tially cut  through  the  rough  ground  and  chaparral  to 
the  right;  and,  although  the  reconnoissance  is  as  yet 
imperfect,  it  is  still  thought  that  a point  near  the 
enemy’s  farthest  work  can  be  reached.  General 
Twiggs,  with  his  division,  is  to  march  at  8 o’clock 
to-morrow  morning  by  the  new  road,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  it  is  thought  the  attack  will  com- 
mence on  the  works  on  this  side.  If  Gen.  Twiggs 
succeeds  in  reaching  the  rear  of  Santa  Anna — and 
he  will  use  every  exertion — 1 do  not  see  what  is  to 
save  him.  He  is  generally  fox  enough  to  have  plenty 
of  holes  out  of  which  to  escape,  however,  and,  from 
the  great  difficulty  of  reconnoitring  his  position  fully, 
he  may  have  some  means  of  escape  here.  The 
general  impression  now  in  camp  is,  that  this  is  to  be 
the  great  battle  of  the  war;  and  the  immense  natural 
strength  of  Santa  Anna’s  works  would  justify  the 
belief. 

The  Mexicans  are  more  on  the  alert  than  they 
have  ever  been  before,  and  more  bold  in  throwing 
out  their  pickets.  Not  a party  can  go  near  their 
works  without  being  fired  upon,  and  yesterday  a 
soldier  of  the  7th  infantry  fell  with  no  less  than  se 
ven  bullets  in  his  body.  It  is  said  that  Almonte  is 
with  Santa  Anna,  as  also  all  the  principal  generals 
of  the  country. 

Gen.  Worth  left  Puente  Nacional  this  afternoon 
with  his  division,  and  will  be  up  during  to-night. — 
He  started  a little  after  1 o’clock  this  morning,  with 
near  2,000  picked  men,  determined  to  make  a forced 
march  through;  but  learning  on  the  road  that  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Mexican  works  wag  not  to  commence 
as  soon  as  anticipated,  he  returned  to  Puente  Nacion- 
a),  after  marching  a mile  and  a half.  Capt.  Pember- 
ton, one  of  his  aids,  rode  over  here  last  evening  after 
dark,  and  leturned  with  the  information  that  the  at- 
tack had  been  postponed. 

The  wounds  of  Capt.  Johnston  are  doing  well.  I 
regret  to  state  that  Gen.  P.  F.  Smith  is  confined  to 
his  bed — utterly  unable  either  to  ride  or  walk.  He 
has  a violent  inflammation  of  the  right  ankle  and 
knee,  resembling  erysipelas,  which,  from  neglecting 
several  days  when  he  should  have  remained  in  his 
col,  has  finally  compelled  him  to  lay  up.  I will  write 
again  to  morrow. 

Jipril  17 — 8 o'clock,  Jl.  M. — General  Worth’s  divi- 
sion came  up  during  last  night  and  this  morning,  rea- 
dy for  any  thing  that  turns  up.  A section  of  the 
siege  train,  comprising  two  twenty  four  pounders 
and  an  eight  inch  howitzer  will  be  along  this  fore- 
noon. A subsistence  train  is  also  close  by,  aud  is 
very  much  needed,  as  the  army  is  nearly  out  of  pro- 
visions. 

Gen.  Tw  iggs’s  division  will  march  by  9 o’clock. — 
The  1.-1  brigade,  composed  of  the  1st  artillery,  2nd 
dragoons  and  Captain  Kearney’s  company  of  the  1st 
and  7th  infantry,  is  under  command  of  Col.  Harney 
during  the  illness  of  Gen.  Smith;  the  2d  brigade  con- 
sists of  the  4ih  artillery  and  2d  and  3d  infantry,  under 
Col.  Riley;  and  to  these  must  be  added  Taylor’s  bat 
lery  and  Talcoll’s  mountain  howitzer  and  rocket 
men,  acting  under  the  immediate  orders  of  General 
Twiggs.  The  latter  company  will  probably  have 
plenty  of  work  on  their  hands,  as  this  is  just  the 
country  for  their  operations. 

Jlpril  17 — 11,  «2.  M. — The  division  of  General 
Twiggs  started  two  hours  since,  and  a heavy  cannon- 
ade has  already  commenced  upon  his  line  from  the 
farthest  of  the  Mexican  works.  At  intervals,  too, 
the  rattling  o)  small  arms  can  be  heard  distinctly  from 
the  dragoon  camp  w here  I am  writing  thi.s.  I am 
going  out,  with  Cols.  Duncan  and  Bohlan  and  Capt. 
Pemberton,  to  the  seat  of  action,  and  vv  ill  return 
here  at  night  to  report  the  progress  of  the  fight. — 
It  was  not  intended,  I believe,  that  General  Twiggs 
should  open  the  fight  to-day,  at  least  to  bring  on  a 
general  action,  and  it  is  therefore  presumable  the 
ftlexicans  have  commenced  upon  him.  I write  in 
gri  at  haste. 

5,  P.  M. — 1 have  just  returned  from  the  scene  of 
conflict,  and  a bloody  one  it  has  been  considering  the 
number  engaged.  A hill  this  side  of  the  farthest 
Mexican  work,  and  on  which  there  was  no  one  seen 
last  evening,  was  found  occupied  by  the  enemy’s 
light  troops  this  morning,  and  to  force  it  was  at  once 
deemed  indispensibJe.  For  this  purpose  the  rifles 
under  Maj.  Sumner,  besides  detachments  of  artillery 
and  infantry,  were  ordered  to  charge  up  the  rugged 
ascent.  This  they  did  in  gallant  style,  driving  the 
Mexicans,  after  a resistance  which  may  be  pul  dowp 
as  most  obstinate.  Great  numbers  of  the  enemy 
were  killed,  while  on  our  side  the  loss  was  also  se- 


vere. Major  Sumner  was  shot  in  the  head  by  a 
musket  ball — severely  but  not  nsorlally:  Lieutenants 
Maury  and  Gibbs,  of  the  rifles,  were  also  wounded, 
but  not  severely,  [as  was  also  Lieutenant  Jarvis 
of  the  2nd  infantry.  1 could  not  learn  that  any  of 
our  officers  were  killed.  The  entire  loss  on  our  side, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  is  estimated  at  about  one  hun- 
dred; but  from  the  nature  of  the  ground — broken, 
covered  with  brush  and  thick  chaparral,  and  ex- 
tremely uneven — it  is  impossible  to  tell  with  accu- 
racy. 

About  3 o’clock  the  enemy  made  a demonstration 
from  the  fort  on  the  neighboring  height  to  the  one 
our  men  had  captured,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  re- 
taking it;  but  it  all  ended  in  marching  down  the  hill 
blowing  a most  terrific  charge  on  their  trumpets, 
firing  a few  shots  and  then  retiring.  Their  appear- 
enCe  as  they  came  down  the  slope  was  certainly 
most  imposing.  The  cannon  on  the  height  mean- 
while kept  up  a continuous  fire  on  General  Twigg's 
lines,  yet  doing  little  execution  other  than  cutting 
down  the  trees  and  brush.  As  we  returned  to  camp 
the  fire  still  continued — the  enemy  had  evidently  as- 
certained the  position  of  the  road  which  had  just 
been  cut,  with  accuracy,  but  their  balls  principally 
went  over. 

General  Shields,  at  3 o’clock,  was  ordered  out  to 
support  General  Twiggs,  with  three  regiments  of 
volunteers — two  from  Illinoi.s  under  Colonels  Ba- 
ker and  Barnett.  They  will  have  warm  work  to- 
morrow if  the  Mexicans  stand  up  as  they  did  to-day. 

There  has  been  not  a little  skirmishing  to-day  be- 
tween the  forage  and  beef  parties,  sent  out  in  the 
rear,  and  the  rancheros.  One  Illinois  man  was 
killed  and  one  of  the  same  regiment  and  a Tennes- 
seean wounded.  1 could  nut  learn  their  names. 

To-morrow  the  grand  attack,  both  upon  the  front 
and  rear  of  the  er.emy  is  to  be  made.  General 
Worth  is  to  move  at  sunrise,  and  little  peace  will 
the  Mexicans  have  for  one  twenty-four  hours  at 
least. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  has  been  heavy — how  could 
it  have  been  otherwise?  The  rough  and  rocky  road, 
cut  through  rugged  defiles  and  dense  chaparral  by 
our  troops,  is  now  lined  with  our  wounded.  The 
rifles.  Col.  Haskell’s  Tennessee  volunteers,  the  1st 
artillery,  the  7th  infantry,  and  Captain  William’s 
company  of  Kentucky  volunteers,  have  perhaps  suf- 
fered most.  Gen.  Shields  was  severely,  and  I am 
fearful,  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  leading 
his  brigade  to  storm  one  of  the  enemy’s  farthest 
works.  General  Pillow  was  also  wounded,  although 
slightly,  while  storming  a fortification  on  this  side, 
commanded  by  La  Vega.  All  the  field  officers  of 
Col.  Haskell’s  regiment  were  wounded  at  the  same 
time,  save  himself.  Of  the  rifles,  Capt.  Mason  h.as 
lost  a leg,  Lieut.  Ewell  has  been  badly  wounded, 
Lieut.  McLane  slightly.  1 have  already  mentioned 
the  gallant  Maj.  Sumner  and  other  officers  wounded 
yesterday. 

I have  specified  some  regiments  above  which  sig- 
nalized themselves:  it  happened  to  be  their  fortune, 
in  the  disposition  of  the  battle,  to  fall  upon  what  all 
good  soldiers  may  term  pleasant  places — the  most 
difficult  works  to  storm — and  bravely  and  without 
faltering  did  they  execute  the  perlous  duties  assigned 
them.  At  1 o’clock  Ihis  afternoon  General  Twiggs, 
whose  division  has  been  in  the  hardest  of  it,  was  pur- 
suing the  flying  enemy  towards  Jalapa.  Pinson, 
who  commanded  the  forts  nearest  Plan  del  Rio,  ask- 
ed of  Gen.  Worth  time  to  consider  before  he  capitu- 
lated. Desirous  to  come  to  terms,  Gen.  Worth  gave 
him  fifteen  minutes,  and  he  surrendered  uncondition- 
ally. Had  he  not  done  so,  the  slaughter  would  have 
been  terrible. 

„dpril  18 — 4 o'clock,  P.  M. — The  American  arras 
have  achieved  another  glorious  and  most  brilliant 
victory.  Outnumbering  General  Scott’s  force  ma- 
terially, and  occupying  positions  wtiich  looked  im- 
pregnable as  Gibraltar,  one  after  another  of  their 
wo’.ks  have  been  taken  to-day,  five  generals,  colo- 
nels enough  to  command  ten  such  armies  as  ours,  and 
other  officers  innumerable,  have  been  taken  prison- 
ers, logellier  with  6000  men,  and  the  rest  of  their 
army  driven  and  routed  with  the  loss  of  every  thing, 
ammunition,  cannon,  baggage  train,  all.  Nothing 
but  the  impossibility,  of  finding  a road  for  the  dra- 
goons to  the  rear  ol  the  enemy’s  works  saved  any 
part  of  Santa  Anna’s  grand  army,  including  his  own 
illustrious  person. 

It  is  now  impossible  to  name  officers  who  have 
distinguished  themselves.  1 cannot,  however,  omit 
to  mention  Colonels  Harney,  Riley  and  Childs,  of 
the  regulars;  Colonels  Baker,  Forman  and  Haskell, 
of  the  volunteers,  as  every  one  is  talking  of  them. 

,9pril  19. — The  rout  of  the  Mexicans  last  evening 
was  complete.  They  were  pursued  within  4 miles 
of  Jalapa  by  Gen.  Twiggs,  at  which  point  there  were 
none  to  follow.  Santa  Anna  himself,  instead  of  en- 
tombing himself  as  be  threatened,  escaped  by  cuting 
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the  satldle  mule  of  his  team  from  the  harness  of  his 
raagnificenl  cvach,  mounting  him,  and  then  taking  to 
the  chaparral,  llii  service  of  massive  silver,  nearly 
all  his  papers,  his  money — every  thing  in  his  car- 
riage, even  his  dinner,  was  captured.  I have  a ca- 
pital story  to  tell  about  this  dinner  when  1 have  a 
moment  to  spare.*  The  Mexican  loss  upon  the 
heights  was  awful — the  ground  in  places  is  covered 
with  the  dead!  Among  the  bodies  found  was  that  of 
General  Vasquez,  and  near  him  was  Colonel  Pala- 
cio,  mortally  wounded.  Their  loss  in  the  retreat 
was  terribly  severe— every  by-path  was  strewn 
with  the  dead.  Had  our  dragoons  been  enable) 
to  reach  them  in  season,  all  would  have  been  killed 
or  captured — Santa  Anna  among  them.  Canalizo, 
with  his  noted  lancers,  had  the  prudence  to  '‘vamos” 
early. 


Thb  storming  and  capture  of  the  strong 
WORKS  ON  Sierra  Gordo,  by  the  brigade  under  Co- 
lonel Harney,  may  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  achievements  of  the  Mexican  war — the  fate 
of  the  battle  turned  upon  it,  and  here  the  enemy  had 

placed  an  overwhelming  force  of  his  best  troops. 

The  hill  was  steep  and  naturally  diflQcult  of  assent; 
but  independent  of  this  the  ground  was  covered  with 
loose,  craggy  rorks,  an  undergrowth  of  tangled  cha- 
parral, besides  many  small  trees,  the  lops  of  which 
were  cut  off  some  four  or  five  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  turned  down  the  bill  to  impede  the  progress  of 
the  stormers.  To  climb  the  height  at  all,  even  with- 
out arms  of  any  kind,  would  be  an  undertaking  that 
few  would  care  about  essaying;  what  then  must  it 
have  been  to  men  encumbered  with  muskets  and  car- 
tridge boxes,  and  obliged  to  dispute  every  step  of  the 
precipitous  and  rugged  ascent.?  Murderous  showers 
of  grape  and  cannisler  greeted  our  men  at  the  onset, 
and  os  they  toiled  unfaltering  through  a tempest  of 
iron  hail  a heavy  fire  of  musketry  opened  upon 

them.  Not  a man  quailed — with  loud  shouts  they 
still  pressed  upward  and  onward.  At  every  step 
our  ranks  were  thinned;  but  forward  went  the  survi- 
vors. 

When  within  good  musket  range,  but  not  until 

then,  was  the  fire  of  the  enemy  returned,  and  then 
commenced  the  dreadful  carnage  of  the  strife.  The 
Mexicans  held  to  their  guns  with  more  than  their 
usual  bravery,  but  nothing  could  resist  the  fierce  on- 
set of  the  stormers.  Over  the  breastworks  with 
which  the  Mexicans  had  surrounded  the  crest  of  the 
hill  they  charged,  and  shouting  attacked  the  enemy 
in  his  very  stronghold.  The  latter  now  fled  panic 
stricken,  but  still  they  were  pursued;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  affrighted  fugitives  had  reached  a point 
without  the  extreme  range  of  their  own  cannon, 
which  had  been  turned  upon  them  at  the  onset,  that 
they  ceased  in  their  flight.  The  national  colors  of 
our  country  now  supplanted  the  banner  of  the  enemy, 
the  diflerent  regimental  flags  were  also  planted  on 
the  crest,  and  shouts  louder  than  ever  from  the  vic- 
tors rose  upon  the  air,  struck  terror  into  the  very 
hearts  of  the  enemy  in  the  works  still  untaken,  for 
they  knew  that  their  strong  position  had  been  turned 
and  that  they  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  men  they  had 
scoffed  at  in  the  morning.  Never  was  victory  more 
complete,  although  purchased  with  the  blood  of 
some  of  our  best  men.  Lieut.  Ewell,  of  the  rifles 
was  among  the  first  within  the  enemy’s  breastworks^ 

and  it  was  here  that  he  received  his  deatti  wound. 

The  interior  of  the  work  was  covered  with  the  dead 
of  the  enemy,  among  them  Gen.  Vasquez,  Col.  Pala- 
cio,  and  many  of  their  oflicers,  while  the  hill  side 
down  which  they  fled  was  strewn  as  well.  Neai  2U0 
men  were  left  dead,  while  the  wounded  would  swell 
llie  number  to  at  least  5U0— some  even  put  it  down 
as  higli  a.s  700. 

J he  regiments  composing  Col.  Harney ’s  command , 
and  w hicli  succcsstully  stormed  the  noted  CerroGor- 


llie  following  is  Mr.  K’s.  subsequent  account  of  ihi 
aflaii;—  In  his  great  liasle  to  leave  it,  he  went  ofl Willi 
out  taking  any  ol  his  ellecis — a small  wriling  case  onl 
was  tound  broken  open,  for  he  bad  no  time  to  unlock  ii 
iroin  whicli  be  liad  evidently  taken  a few  papers  of  grea 
imjiorlaiice;  but  the  majority  ol  his  eflecis— his  silve 
plaie,  his  papers,  his  money— all  were  there  in  good  con 
dilion.  1 wo  of  our  officers  entered  the  coacli,  and  wha 
did  they  find,  aficr  rummaging  about,  but  a most  ex 
cellein  dinner,  tugelher  with  delicious  wine  and  somi 
highly  flavored  cigars.  'J'o  say  that  they  did  not  m 
liiciiibtlvos  comfuriably  duvvn  on  his  richly  cushionec 
seals,  partake  of  his  simipiuous  dinner,  wash  it  dowi 
with  1ns  delicious  wine,  and  finish  it  off  with  his  hi'dih 
nivored  cigars,  would  be  departing  farther  from°tli< 
Uuih  than  i care  about  doing  jusi  now.  The  names  o 
the  othcers  were  Captains  Williams  and  McKinstry 
ana  tlie  dinner  was  a perfect  windfall  alter  a hard  mor 
'ft  ''ttfiout  eating,  and  with  slim  prospecli 
ahead  for  tood.  A party  of  dragoon  oflicers,  some  twi 
or  three  weeks  since,  also  had  llicir  own  fun  nearSantt 
Anna  s estate  ol  .Mungo  de  Clavo.  While  huniing  abou 

kepi  fits  fighfilS'cKns^^ 


do,  were  the  1st  artillery  under  Col.  Childs,  the  3rd 
infantry  under  Captain  E.  B.  Alexander,  the  7lh  in. 
fantry  under  Colonel  Plympton,  and  a portion  of  the 
rifles  under  Maj.  Loring.  Many  cases  of  individual 
bravery,  performed  by  subaltern  officers,  have  been 
metitioned;  but  as  I cannot  particularly  notice  such 
as  1 have  heard  of  without  perhaps  doing  injustice 
to  others  equally  meritorious,  1 shall  forbear  writ- 
ing until  I have  more  full  information.  I had  almost 
forgotten  to  state  that  four  companies  of  the  2nd  in- 
fantry under  Colonel  Riley,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  assault. 

Jiilapa,  Mexico,  April  20,  1847. 

Here  we  are  at  last,  in  one  of  the  most  delightful 
pi  ices  in  all  Mexico.  As  we  came  in  this  morning, 
along  a road  fringed  on  either  side  with  the  richest 
vegetation,  the  white  crest  of  Orizaba,  piercing  the 
very  vault  of  heaven,  was  plainly  visible,  and  a busy 
hum  of  admiration  ran  along  the  line  as  the  snow- 
clad  mountain  first  broke  upon  the  view.  A specta- 
cle of  greater  magnificence  or  grandeur  is  not  to  be 
seen  the  wide  world  over.  Here  were  we,  in  a sofi, 
bland  air,  and  with  verdure  and  flowers  of  rarest 
beauty  and  fragrance  all  around  above  us,  as  it  were, 
towering  to  the  very  skies,  yet  in  plain  view,  was  old 
Orizaba,  clad  in  his  eternal  raiment  of  snow.  But 
this  place  has  been  so  often  spoken  of  and  written 
about  that  I shall  not  dwell  upon  it. 

A private  letter  published  in  the  Union,  from  Ma- 
jor Wm.  Turnbull,  of  the  corps  of  topograpincal 
engineers,  giving  some  particulars: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Plan  del  Rio,  April  18lh,  1847. 

“I  have  but  a moment  to  tell  you  that  we  have  had 
a glorious  day.  The  enemy  were  in  great  force, 
some  twelve  thousand  men,  and  fortified  in  a very 
strong  pass  in  the  mountains,  called  Cerro  Gordo, 
with  over  thirty  pieces  of  artillery;  but  by  careful 
reconnoissance  we  discovered  a route,  and  made  a 
road  through  ravines,  so  that  we  got  in  rear  of  most 
of  their  guns  and  the  principal  force;  but  when  we 
came  out,  expecting  to  reach  the  Jalapa  road,  we 
came  upon  a very  high  conical  mountain,  on  which 
there  was  a square  tower  of  masonry  and  a breast- 
work, with  live  or  six  pieces  of  artillery.  It  was  es- 
sential that  this  place  should  be  assaulted,  and  it 
was  ordered  and  done  in  a style  never  before  exceed- 
ed. 1 wish  1 could  give  you  a description  of  it,  or 
had  the  time  to  attempt  it.  The  hill  was  between 
five  and  six  hundred  feel  high,  coverad  with  large 
rocks  and  loose  stones,  and  brush  or  chaparral,  and 
so  sleep  that  we  of  the  staff  who  were  mounted,  ol 
course,  could  not  ride  up,  but  had  to  lead  our  horses. 
The  heal  was  excessive.  As  we  went  up  we  passed 
by  men  exhausted  and  dropping  out  of  the  column, 
but  enough  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  drive  the  ene- 
my; and  I do  not  think  that  greater  gallantry  was 
ever  displayed.  The  men  advanced  steadily  up  the 
hill,  and  under  a galling  fire  from  both  artillery  and 
musketry,  without  firing  a shot,  until  they  reached 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  when  they  opened,  and  in  a few 
minutes  the  American  flag,  and  that  of  the  7th  infan- 
try, took  the  place  of  the  Mexican,  which  was  re- 
ceived with  a shout  from  all  around  the  hill.  [ will 
not  attempt  to  describe  the  scenes  1 witnessed;  pass- 
ing the  wounded,  the  dead,  and  dying  of  our  own 
people  afiected  me  exceedingly. 

“We  remained  but  a lew  minutes  on  the  hill,  and 
passed  dow  n to  the  road  where  a laige  portion  had 
already  reached;  the  portion  of  the  enemy  opposed 
and  near  to  us  took  the  road  to  Jalapa;  the  rest, 
whose  rear  we  bad  reached,  we  bagged  between  our 
portion  of  the  army  posted  to  attack  in  front. 

“Some  SIX  thousand  men  surrendered  uncondition- 
ally, and  as  many  escaped;  but  this  is  rough  guess- 
ing, as  1 rode  tbrougli  them  after  they  liad  laid  down 
their  arms  and  were  marching  back  to  this  camp. — 
Our  loss  is  comparatively  small,  considering  the  cir 
cumstances;  but  1 think  three  hundred  will  cover  the 
whole  loss,  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  skirmishing  of 
yesterday,  and  fighting  of  to-day.  Among  the  num- 
ber wounded  is  one  of  my  parly,  Lieut.  Derby;  he 
was  wilh  the  storming  parly,  was  wounded  in  the 
lell  thigh,  but  is  doing  well.  1 had  him  brought 
back  to  liie  camp.  1 omitted  to  mention  that  Gen. 
Twiggs’s  division  was  sent  forward  to  take  position, 
but  were  discovered,  and  some  severe  skirmishing 
took  place,  in  which  the  rifles  took  the  lead,  behaved 
well,  and  suffered  much.  Capt.  Johnston,  who  w as 
sent  lorvvard  with  this  division,  whilst  reconnoitring 
the  position  of  the  uiemy,  was  severely  but  nut  dan- 
gerously wounded — one  ball  through  the  right  thigh 
below  the  hip,  and  another  entered  his  right  arm  as 
tie  was  holding  his  glass  to  his  eye,  between  the  el- 
bow and  shoulder,  and  was  taken  out  near  the  back 
bone.  No  bones  w ere  broken,  and  he  is  doing  ex- 
Irenicly  well,  and  is  in  good  spiiiLs.  Santa  Anna, 
Aiiipudij,  Alinonic,  and  others  escaped  us,  but  we 
got  Saula  Anna’s  carriage,  his  leg,  and  they  say 


some  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars.  Among  the 
prisoners  are  five  generals,  and  God  knows  how  ma- 
ny colonels,  &c. — La  Vega  one  of  them.  The  gene- 
ral-in-chief seems  to  be  a negro;  he  is  very  black. — 
VVe  march  in  the  morning  for  Jalapa;  in  fact,  the 
greater  part  of  the  army  have  gone  in  pursuit,  in  that 
direction,  already.” 

Major  Sumner,  who  led  the  rifles  in  the  attack  of 
the  17th  on  the  enemy’s  advanced  position,  made  a 
very  narrow  escape.  In  the  charge,  he  was  struck 
on  the  head  by  a musket  bullet.  The  bullet  was 
flattened  to  the  thinness  of  a dime,  and  retained  on 
its  surface  the  print  of  the  Major’s  hair,  and  yet, 
strange  to  say,  except  the  severance  of  an  artery,  he 
sustained  no  serious  injury.  The  artery  was  taken 
up,  and.  at  the  last  accounts,  the  ftlajor  was  doing 
well.  This  excellei  t officer — accounted  one  of  the 
best  tacticians  and  disciplinarians  in  the  army — may 
certainly  felicilate  himself  on  the  strength  of  his 
craniologieal  defences.  He  will  never  find  any  diffi- 
culty in  gelling  a liberal  policy  in  any  of  our  life  in- 
surance offices. 

Captain  Johnson. — This  valuable  officer,  lately 
appointed  licul.  colonel  of  one  of  the  new  ten  regi- 
mc n'S,  was  bad  y wounded  in  a reconno'ssance  made 
by  order  of  General  Twiggs,  two  or  three  days  be- 
fore Ihe  battle,  and  before  the  enemy’s  position  was 
known.  He  received  two  musket  balls,  one  through 
the  thigh,  cutting  the  femoral  artery,  and  another 
through  the  shoulder.  His  robust  constitution  and 
great  endurance  will,  it  is  believed,  triumph  over  his 
severe  wounds,  and  he  is  now  pronounced  by  his  sur- 
geons to  be  out  of  danger. 

Gen.  Patterson  was  on  the  field  and  under  fire, 
though  seriously  indisposed  and  greatly  weakened  by 
sickness.  He  was  unable  to  take  command  of  his 
division,  both  on  account  of  his  physical  debility  and 
the  separation  of  the  two  brigades  under  his  com- 
mand, wliich  were  operating  at  different  and  distant 
points. 

Gen.  Smith  was  severely  ill,  confined  to  his  cot, 
and  thus  lost  the  occasion  which  his  brave  heart  so 
warmly  panted  for,  of  leading  his  gallant  rifles  in 
their  brilliant  charge  against  the  Cerro. 

Gen.  Quitman  did  not  arrive  on  the  field  until  the 
day  after  the  battle.  Our  gallant  Southern  regi- 
ments again  lost  the  opportunity  of  showing  their 
mettle.  The  Alabamians  and  Georgians  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  omitted  in  the  programme  of  the 
storming  of  Monterey,  and  they  sorely  complained 
on  account  of  it.  A like  misfortune  at  Cerro  Gordo, 
coming  so  close  upon  the  lime  of  their  disbandment, 
has  no  doubt  given  these  gallant  regiments  great 
mortification  and  chagrin. 

The  Mexican  Prisoners. — There  were  at  least  6.000 
Mexicans  taken  prisoners  at  Cerro  Gordo.  But  few 
who  were  within  the  entrenchments  escaped.  San- 
ta Anna  kept  a large  corps  of  reserve  outside  the 
batteries,  all  of  whom  escaped.  The  want  of  caval- 
ry was  severely  felt  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives. — 

It  Twiggs  had  had  a cavalry  force  of  one  thousand 
he  would  have  taken  Santa  Anna  and  his  whole  ar- 
my. The  officers  who  were  taken  prisoners  were 
the  bravest  and  best  in  the  Mexican  army.  General 
Jarrero  is  an  old  and  experienced  officer,  who  has 
long  commanded  the  castle  of  Perote.  When  the 
Texan  prisoners  were  confined  in  tbai  gloomy  for- 
tress, Gen.  J.  treated  them  with  great  kindness  and 
generosity.  We  trust  that  on  this  account,  as  well 
as  from  a regard  to  his  position,  he  will  be  kindly 
and  hospitably  treated  by  our  citizens  wiien  he  visits 
New  Orleans. 

Of  General  La  Vega  we  need  only  say,  that  he  is 
well  known  throughout  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  for  his  gallantry  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  and 
for  his  dignified  and  gentlemanly  bearing  during  his 
sojourn  in  this  country  as  a prisoner  of  war.  There 
are  among  the  prisoners  several  naval  officers,  who 
were  very  efiicient  in  managing  the  artillery  batte- 
ries. They  are  intelligent  gentlemen,  and  speak  the 
English  language.  The  younger  oflicers  were  very 
much  excited  against  Santa  Anna.  They  declared, 
that  if  lie  had  nut  kept  out  of  the  entrenchments  and 
showed  a determination  to  fly,  they  would  have  been 
able  to  maintain  their  positions.  They  openly  charg- 
ed him  with  being  either  bribed  or  frightened — a 
traitor  or  a coward. 

Seventeen  Mexican  officers  were  brought  to  Vera 
Cl  uz  under  a strong  escort.  The  Mexicans  on  the 
road  had  not  heard  of  the  battle  or  of  its  results,  and 
wnen  they  saw  the  escort  approaching,  they  ran  out 
of  their  houses  to  see  what  it  meant.  As  soon  as  the 
well  known  faces  of  their  own  officers,  under  an 
American  guard,  came  within  view,  they  seemed  to 
be  struck  dumb  wilh  astonishment  and  alarm.  Gra- 
dually these  feelings  gave  way  to  sorrow,  and  llicir 
lamentations  over  the  misfortunes  and  disgrace  of 
Iheii  country  were  loud  and  afl'ecliug. 


184 


NILES  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  22,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


Buena  Vista,  Mexico,  April  12. 

Ells.  Delta — We  are  doubtful  as  to  whether  the 
rainy  season  has  commenced  or  not,  but  for  a week 
or  two  back  it  has  rained  every  night. 

Yesterday  one  of  our  foraging  parties  reported 
that  they  came  in  sight  of  a small  body  of  lancers. 
The  Mexicans  in  the  city  assure  us  that  we  will  have 
another  fight  here  with  their  troops,  but  little  expec- 
tation is  entertained  of  again  seeing  their  lines  of 
swarthy  lances  darken  this  fated  field.  Our  line  of 
pickets  only  extends  to  Agua  Neuva,  some  15  miles 
from  here.  Nothing  has  been  reported  by  the  pick- 
ets stationed  here,  and  it  may  be  fairly  presumed 
that  no  hostile  body  is  near  us. 

Washington’s  battery  and  two  companies  of  U.  S. 
dragoons  are  far  up  in  the  direction  of  Agua  Neuva;  | 
the  two  Indiana  regiments  and  the  Ky.  infantry  lower 
down;  the  two  Illinois  and  the  two  Ohio  regiments; 
these  are  two  miles  from  the  battle  ground;  while 
two  companies  of  Mississippians  occupy  the  pass, 
the  SIX  companies  of  Arkansas  cavalry  being  station- 
ed above  them,  on  the  San  Luis  road.  'I’hree  com- 
panies are  in  the  city,  two  immediately  in  the  town, 
and  one  in  the  lort  at  the  edge. 

A sutler  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  Gen.  Urrea, 
escaped  from  the  guard  by  bribing  the.alcalde.  He 
reports  that  he  was  one  of  the  sixty  six  prisoners 
taken  by  the  Mexicans,  at  different  ti.nes,  on  the 
road  between  Monterey  and  Camargo.  The  prison 
ers  are  kindly  treated,  and  allowed  mules  to  ride  on. 
They  were  sent  forward  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  escorted 
by  a detachment  of  lancers.  'I'hc  Rcayu  e says: 
Wc  have  conversed  with  an  intelligent  officer — 
one  who  has  been  with  Gen.  Taylor  from  Palo  Alto 
to  Buena  Vista — who  left  Monierey  on  the  20ih 
April,  who  informs  us  that  Gen.  Taylor’s  army  was 
melting  away  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  service  of  the  volunteers  under  his  com- 
mand. He  has  neither  men  nor  transportation  with 
•which  to  advance  into  the  enemy’s  country.  Indeed 
the  whole  line  of  comraunieatioii  from  the  Brazos  to 
Saltillo,  will  presently  be  in  a very  exposed  situation. 
For  very  lack  of  the  material  of  war  the  general 
must  keep  his  encampment  per  force. 

To  replace  the  regiments  about  returning  to  the 
United  Stales,  a portion  of  the  2d  Mississippi  regi- 
ment had  arrived  at  Monterey;  but  the  small  pox 
had  broken  out  amongst  them  and  disabled  many  of 
them.  The  Virginia  regiment  was  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  part  ol  the  North  Carolina  troops.  These 
were  escorting  trains  from  Camargo  to  the  moun- 
tains. From  all  appearances  this  colunin  of  the  ar- 
my will  be  stationary  for  a time.  Every  thing  was 
quiet  for  once. 

Lieut.  Col.  Mat,  embarked  on  board  the  James 
L.  Day  at  Brazos,  and  arrived  at  N.  Orleans  in  com- 
pany with  Gen.  Pillow  &e. 


No  war,  in  any  age  or  country,  was  ever  waged 
upon  principles  so  humane,  so  civilized,  and  if  I may 
use  the  expression,  so  Christian  as  is  this  war,  which 
we  are  now  prosecuting  for  an  honorable  peace. — 
The  Mexican  officers  acknowledge  our  moral  supe- 
riority over  their  own  countrymen,  with  shame  and 
mortification. 

Our  treatment  of  the  Mexican  people,  generally, 
and  of  their  wounded  and  prisoners,  including  all 
who  threw  down  their  arms,  entitles  our  country  to 
claim  the  foremost  rank  in  modern  civilization. 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 

A letter  from  one  ol  the  men  in  the  Illinois  regi- 
ment of  volunteers,  dated  camp  Taylor  March  5, 
describes  his  visit  to  Incarnacion  after  the  retreat  of 
Santa  Anna.  He  says: 

“On  the  1st  and  2d  instant,  I accompanied  an  ex- 
pedition under  the  command  of  Cols.  Belknap,  and 
Bissell  to  Incarnacion,  where  we  found  a wretched 
spectacle several  hundred  Mexicans  wounded,  at- 

tended by  gaunt,  lean,  hunger  stricken  soldiers  and 
women.  On  the  road  we  saw  many  dead  and  many 
at  the  point  of  death  from  hunger,  thirst,  and  cold. 
There  is  no  water  between  Agua  Nueva  and  Incar- 
nation, and  the  horrors  of  Santa  Anna’s  retreat  over 
this  arid  desert  of  forty  miles  must  have  been  indes- 
cribably terrific.  We  picked  up  a man,  and  a wo 
man  with  a child  at  her  breast,  of  whom  the  first 
had  not  tasted  food  or  water  in  seven  days.  He 
died  a few  miles  this  side  of  Incarnation. 

“We  look  another  into  the  town  or  rancho.  There 
we  found  many  suflering  for  want  of  food.  We  re- 
lieved their  wants  like  good  Samaritans.  The  Mex 
lean  wounded  officers,  of  whom  many  are  superior 
men,  seemed  to  he  deeply  aflected  by  our  kindness. 
1 was  much  interested  in  Lieut.  Francisco  Contreras, 
fifteen  years  old,  from  the  city  of  Mexico.  He  was 
severely  wounded,  and  boro  his  pains  with  a stoic’s 
fortitude  and  a smile  of  most  touching  sweetness.— 
His  features  were  classically  beautiful,  and  his  head 
Buch  as  Spurzheim  would  have  contemplated  with 
rapture.  Many  of  us  left  him  to  his  destiny  with  a 
pang  of  regret  that  such  a vision  of  beauty  and 
heroism  should  be  so  transitory  to  our  senses. — 
Theconduct  of  our  men  and  officers  to  the  enemy’s 
wounded  and  to  prisoners,  both  on  the  field  of  battle 
and  after  the  conflict,  was  such  as  to  make  me  proud 
of  ray  countrymen.” 

They  gave  the  wounded  water,  even  in  the  thick 
est  of  the  fire,  and  afterwards  shared  the  contents  of 
their  haversacks  with  them  and  with  the  half  (am- 
hbed  prisoners.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  their  chiv- 
alrous, generous  kindness  was  equal  to  Uieir  valor 


The  Delta  contains  a letter  dated  Monterey,  April 
4.  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts: 

“Three  days  ago  Ihe  Alcalde  and  Priest  of  a small 
town  some  twenty  miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Chi- 
na, came  in  and  reported  to  Gen.  Taylor  the  murder 
of  twenty  four  Mexicans,  at  Guadalopa,  a small  ran- 
cho, about  six  miles  from  Ramus.  The  murder  was 
committed,  they  say,  by  a parly  of  Americans  num- 
bering about  twenty,  and  was  done  in  the  night. — 
The  murdered  men  were  first  made  prisoners  tied, 
and  afterwards  all  shot  through  their  heads.  The 
murder  is  said  to  have  been  committed  on  the  28lh 
ultimo.  On  that  night  a train  of  loaded  wagons, 
escorted  by  two  hundred  infantry  and  about  the 
same  number  of  horse,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Mitchell,  of  the  first  Ohio  regiment,  encamped  at 
Marin,  which  is  about  five  miles  from  the  ssene  of 
the  murder.  The  mounted  men  were  compo 
sed  of  United  States  dragoons  and  Texas  Rangers, 
under  the  command  of  Capl.  Graham,  of  the  2d 
dragoons.  Suspicion  rests  upon  some  part  of  this 
corps,  though  no  clue  has  as  yet  been  found  to  dis- 
cover the  guilty.  The  officers  in  command — gentle- 
men, and  rigid  disciplinarians — are  using  every 
means  in  their  power  to  investigate  the  matter. 

“Gen.  Taylor  has  got  his  steam  up  on  the  subject, 
and  is  determined  to  nave  hung  every  one  who,  it 
can  be  proved,  has  taken  part  in  the  murder.  The 
town  where  these  men  were  killed  is  but  a few  miles 
from  the  place  where  the  large  train  was  captured 
and  so  many  wagoners  massacred  on  the  the  22J  of 
February.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  wagoners 
who  escaped  from  that  massacre  came  up  in  the 
last  train,  yet  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  were 
engaged  in  the  Guada  opa  murder. 

“1  passed  over  the  place  of  the  massacre  of  the 
22d  February  a few  days  ago,  and  the  scene  is  truly 
the  most  horrid  and  revolting  that  I have  ever  wit- 
nessed. The  remains  of  the  murdered  men,  yet 
unburied,  stripped  of  every  particle  of  clothing,  lay 
upon  the  plains,  their  flesh  devoured  by  Mexican 
wolves  and  buzzards,  and  their  bones  bleached  in 
the  sun. 

“4'he  train  was  a very  large  and  valuable  one, 
and  stretched  out  from  three  to  four  miles  in  length. 
The  attack  was  made  upon  the  escort,  who  were  in 
the  advance,  by  a large  body  of  lancers.  The  escort 
forty  men,  under  Lieut.  Barbour,  of  the  Kentucky 
legion,  were  ait  taken  prisoners,  and  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  Urrea.  The  lancers  charged  down  the 
train,  and  lanced  without  mercy  the  wagoners  as 
they  ran  for  their  lives  to  the  chaparral.  More  tiian 
three  fourths  of  them,  it  is  thought,  were  killed, 
and  their  bodies  shockingly  mutilated  and  disfigured. 

“Urrea,  by  last  accounts,  was  ai  Linares,  expec- 
ting reinforcements.  It  is  rumored  that  he  has  4 |iie- 
ces  of  artillery  with  him.  Marin,  Ceralvo,  Mier, 
and  China  will  be  garrisoned  by  our  troops,  which 
will  render  our  communication  with  Camargo  en- 
tirely sale.  The  troops  here  are  in  excellent  health 
and  condition. 

“The  number  of  regiments  whose  year  will  expire 
in  May  or  June,  now  in  General  Taylor’s  column, 
is  thirteen.  How  their  places  are  to  be  filled  I can- 
not devise — perhaps  you  can  inform  us.” 


“We  cannot  control  the  current  of  events;  we  have 
been  compelled  to  fight;  we  had  a succession  of  vic- 
tories, and  always  offered  peace,  and  while  we  were 
confident  that  the  victories  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro 
Gordo  would  be  followed  by  pacific  overtures,  we 
are  told  by  the  Mexican  congress  that  no  peace  can 
be  made  with  us  on  any  terms.  What  follows  as  the 
inevitable  consequence?  The  conquest  of  all  Mexico; 
bringing  all  Mexico  into  the  Union;  an  event  not 
desired,  not  sought  for  by  us,  but  by  the  Mexicans 
themselves!  Tired  of  revolution,  tired  of  military 
despotism,  bent  down  by  oppression,  impoverished 
and  almost  ruined,  the  civil  power  of  Mexico  wishes 
to  change  its  rulers;  wish  to  come  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws  and  government  of  the  U.  States, 
and  state  after  slate  in  Mexico  will  declare  in  favor 
of  the  measure,  until  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  is  ex- 
tended even  beyond  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Mexico 
desires  to  annex  herself  to  us,  with  all  the  declara- 
tions of  national  integrity,  and  national  glory,  the 
common  bond  of  national  safely  and  sympathy  urges 
the  Mexicans  to  this  change.  Whenever  our  army 
occupied  a city,  the  Mexicans  felt  themselves  safe — 
in  person,  in  properly,  and  in  religious  rights;  and 
whenever  they  surrendered  a place  even  after  re- 
sistance, they  considered  the  change  a happy  one, 
and  not  a calamity;  it  is  an  liomage  to  our  laws  and 
national  character.  What  are  we  to  do?  The  vihigs, 
relying  upon  an  increased  strength  in  the  next  con- 
gress, intend  to  demand  of  the  administration  its  po- 
licy, towards  Mexico,  as  contingent  on  voting  further 
supplies  to  carry  on  the  war.  They  will  be  answer- 
ed, we  want  peace — we  have  offered  peace  on  hono- 
rable terms;  we  want  indemnity  for  the  past  and 
-security  for  the  future,”  and  the  whigs  will  not  dare 
assume  the  responsibility  of  withdrawing  our  array, 
and  submit  to  any  terms  which  Mexico  and  its  mili- 
tary chieftains  will  dictate.” 


Gen.  Mejia’s  son  is  among  the  Mexican  prisoners 
now  in  New  Urleans.  He  is  a first  lieutenant  and 
aid  de  camp  to  Gen.  de  la  Vega.  He  is  quite  a 
young  man,  and  behaved  very  gallantly  at  the  battle 
of  Sierra  Gordo,  having  his  horse  shot  from  under 
him  and  being  wounded.  Like  la  Vega  he  was 
found  at  his  post.  General  Brooke  received  his 
parole  of  honor,  and  he  is  now  residing  with  his 
mother,  a resident  of  New  Orleans,  until  further 
orders. 

‘‘conquering  a peace.” 

The  last  “Democratic  Review,”  has  a leading 
article  in  which  the  writer  assumes  that  there  can  be 
no  end  of  the  war,  short  of  the  annihilation  of  Mexico 
as  a nation."  “The  Mexican  race,”  says  the  writer, 
“now  see  in  the  fate  of  the  aborigines  of  the  north, 
their  own  inevitable  destiny. 

The  New  York  "Globe"  of  Tuesday  last  has  a long 
article  iii  favor  of  the  conquest  of  all  Mexico.  We 
extract  the  following  paragraph. 


The  New  Orleans  Delta,  of  the  4th  inst.  concludes 
its  details  of  the  victory  of  Sierra  Gordo,  with  the 
following  paragraph. 

Wo  prospect  of  peace.  There  is  no  reason,  however, 
to  believe  that  the  victory  of  Sierra  Gordo  will  bring 
us  any  nearer  to  a peace  than  we  were  before.  The 
war  is  not  unpopular  with  the  mass  ol  the  Mexicans, 
'f'hey  have  suffered  none  of  its  horrors.  Besides  the 
controlling  spirits  of  the  country,  keep  up  the  war 
spirit,  knowing  that  if  the  country  is  occupied  by 
the  United  Slates,  they  will  lose  their  offices  and 
their  influence.  It  is  believed  by  Gen.  Scott,  and 
the  officers  with  him,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
occupy  the  whole  country.  This,  he  thinks  can  be 
easily  done.  With  20,000  men  he  will  march  to  the 
capital,  take  possession  of  the  government,  disarm 
the  people,  establish  a provisional  government  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  defray  its 
expenses  from  the  customs  and  mines,  the  chief 
source  of  revenue  in  Mexico.  Without  this  force, 
Gen  Scott  will  not  be  able  to  move  with  safety  to 
his  communications  beyond  Jalapa.  Fie  will  have  to 
occupy  the  Orizaba  road,  to  prevent  the  enemy  ope- 
rating against  the  rear  from  that  position.  Having 
arrived  in  the  Tietra  Templada,  and  encamped  in  a 
periectly  healthy  position,  he  will  no  doubt  wait  for 
reinforcements  before  he  pushes  furiherat  least  than 
Perote,the  next  point  of  attack. 

Instead  of  peace,  a military  occupation  of  Mexico, 
appears  now  to  be  in  contemplation. 

The  Vera  Cruz  “Eagle”  looks  to  the  probable  ne- 
cessity of  the  military  occupation  of  Mexico,  in  case 
he  should  stubbornly  refuse  to  enter  into  a negotia- 
tion for  peace,  and  thinks  that  the  following  force 
will  be  required: 

Tampico,  1 
Vera  Cruz,  1 
Jalapa,  2 

Puebla,  6 

Mexico,  10 
Querelaro,  3 
Matamoros,  1 
Oajaco,  3 


gimeiit 

Guanajuato 

3 

Regi. 

do 

Zacatecas, 

4 

do 

do 

San  Luis, 

3 

do 

do 

Durango, 

2 

do 

do 

Chihuahua, 

o 

do 

do 

Saltillo, 

1 

do 

do 

do 

Guadalajara, 

,3 

do 

Making  in  all  47  regiments,  amounting,  according 
to  the  present  regulations  of  the  United  States  to 
40,000  men,  which,  to  a certainty,  would  be  enough 
to  carry  out  the  military  occupation  of  the  country. 
The  expenses  of  these  40,000  troops  will  amount  to 
$15,000,000  per  annum,  which  we  shall  have  to 
pay.” 

The  expense  of  maintaining  this  army  the  editor 
sets  down  at  $15,000,000  per  annum.  He  estimates 
a revenue  from  the  new  tariff  of  $13,000,000,  and 
recommends  the  imposition  of  a direct  tax  on  the 
towns  in  our  possession  of  $7,000,000;  thus  leaving  a 
surplus  in  the  treasury  instead  of  drawing  from  it. 

He  further  estimates,  if  permanent  possession 
should  be  kept  of  the  country,  that  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  by  encouraging  emigration  from  the 
United  Stales  and  Europe,  would  annually  amount 
to  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  above  sum. 
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The  Eagle  expresses  Ihe  opinion  that  our  govern- 
ment can  raise  twenty  millions  of  revenue  by  cus- 
toms and  direct  taxes,  besides  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  Mexico. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  this  source,  whatever  the  amount  may 
be,  is  to  be  at  the  entire  control  of  the  piesident  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  his  capacity  as  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  well  ns  the  enactment 
of  all  the  laws  by  virtue  of  which  it  was  levied  and 
the  appointment  of  oflicers  required  for  collecting 
and  di-posing  of  it. 

The  Richinend  Enquirer  quoting  the  above  extract 
from  the  Eagle,  adds — VVe  shall  not  venture  a sug- 
gestion as  to  the  probable  course  ofeveiits  in  Mexico. 
The  future  is  veiled  in  mystery  and  no  one  can  reason- 
ably speculate  upon  the  erratic  conduct  of  so  tbsii- 
nate  and  weak  minded  a people  as  the  Mexican  nation. 

It  IS  true  that  the  members  of  her  congress  breathe 
nothing  but  “war  and  vengeance,”  and  that  they 
have  recommended  a system  of  guerilla  warfare — 
but  we  have  already  learned  how  little  faith  to  attach 
to  such  swelling  pronwiciamenlos.  Without  under- 
taking to  speculate  upon  what  our  government  may 
do,  in  case  a negotiation  of  peace  does  not  follow  the 
capture  of  the  Mexican  capital,  we  are  sure  that  we 
are  not  far  wrong,  when  we  avow  the  opinion  that 
our  armies  will  not  be  withdrawn,  until  we  have 
secured  sullicient  territory  to  indemnify  the  expenses 
incurred  by  us  in  a just  war,  and  the  heavy  wrongs 
and  injuries  intiicted  upon  our  nation  and  citizens 
by  Mexico.  As  to  the  revenue  to  be  raised  from 
the  duties  in  the  Mexican  ports,  which  we  have  es- 
tablished, in  perfect  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
nations,  we  are  assured  by  merchants  who  have  re- 
sided in  Mexico,  that  they  will  realize  ten  millions 
of  dollars. 

The  Washington  Union  speaks  of  Gen.  Scott's  ad- 
vance without  delay  towards  the  city  ol  Mexico. 
It  says — “Some  of  the  southern  papers  are  still  harp- 
ing upon  the  twelve  months’  men.  It  is  true  that 
the  lime  of  a few  more  than  three  thousand  volun- 
teers will  expire  in  June  and  July;  but  we  have  as- 
certained from  the  adjutant  general’s  oUice  that  re- 
inforcements have  already  arrived,  or  are  en  route, 
of  men  to  serve  during  the  war,  who  will  more  than 
supply  the  vacancy.  General  Scott  will  h .ve  a strong 
and  most  ellicteiu  army,  to  meet  and  overcome  any 
force  which  Itie  enemy  may  send  against  hi.n.  And 
we  learn  that  fresh  detactnneuts  of  a force  now  in 
the  service  of  the  government,  will  probably  be  sent 
forward  to  participate  in  the  war  wuti  Mexico.” 

“army  of  invasion.” 

The  New  Orleans  Della  of  the  11th  says — “Im- 
mediately before  ibe  James  L.  Day  started  from 
Vera  Cruz,  Major  Leonard,  who  is  stationed  there, 
sent  an  officer  ou  board  lo  inform  Gen.  Pillow  that 
an  express  had  just  arrived  from  Geii.  Scott,  with  a 
despatch,  in  which  it  was  slated  that  a deputation  ol 
Mexican  citizens  Iroiii  the  capilal  had  arrived  at 
the  general’s  tieadquai ters,  inviting  him  to  advance, 
assuring  him  that  it  would  be  surrendered  to  him 
without  opposition,  and  asking  protection  for  their 
persous  aim  property.  I’osuch  lavorable  terms  Geu. 
Scott  assented.  He  is,  therefore,  ou  his  way  to,  if 
not  already  in  the  “Halls  of  the  iVloulezumas.” 

'I’he  Delta  gives  the  lollowiug  statement  on  the 

authority  of  a gentleman  direct  irom  Vera  Cruz. 

Whatever  be  the  fears  of  the  Mexicans,  their  feelings 
are  any  thing  but  amiable  towaids  the  Americans. — 
The  road  along  Irom  Jalapa  to  Vera  Cruz  is  dotted 
with  the  mangled  and  murdered  bodies  ol  our  coun- 
trymen, who  were  caught  straggling  away  from  the 

parlies  with  which  they  happened  lo  be  marching. 

One  person  counted  no  less  than  twenty  one  victims 
oflM  xican  revenge  on  the  line  of  road.  I'he  banditti 
which  prowl  about  ih-ie,  recently  aUacUed  a parly 
of  inlaiitry,  on  their  way  lo  join  ilie  mam  body  of  the 
army,  i i.ey  lell  back  on  the  last  wagon  train,  ivhich 
was  close  in  the  rear.  Tne  escort  charged  on  the 
rancheros,  whu,on  the  lirst  fire,  fled.  One  American 
was  killed;  a was  not  known  how  many  Mexicans. 
This  occurred  eight  miles  this  side  of  the  National 
Bridge. 

Gen.  La  Vega  and  his  associate  prisoners,  are 
novv  in  Vera  Cruz.  They  are  at  large  iii  the  city,  on 
their  parole.  When  Gen.  Pillow  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  he  louud  them  confined  in  the  castle,  and  be- 
lieving this  lo  be  done  Iruni  a misiiiterpretution  or  a 
misunderstanding  ol  the  orders  of  Geu.  Scott,  he 
bad  them  liberated. 

1 hey  would  w illingly  come  to  this  city,  if  ordered, 
but  as  It  has  been  lelt  opliuiial  with  them  either  lo 
remain  in  Vera  Cruz  or  come  here,  they  think  that 
weie  they  to  do  the  latter  it  might  be  coiistrued  into 
a desertion  of  their  country,  in  hei  day  ol  difficulty 
and  danger.  A keen  seiue  of  honor  dictates  the 
fee  log. 


The  National  Intelligencer  of  llie  lllh,  on  the  au- 
thority of  a New  Orlenans  correspondent,  says — The 
city  of  Puebla  had  sent  a deputation  lo  Gen.  Scott, 
and  will  make  no  resistance  lohis  occupation  of  that 
place. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  to  defend  the  capi- 
tal, but  after  Gen.  Pillow  was  on  board  at  Vera 
Cruz  he  received  a message  from  shore  staling  that 
an  express  had  arrived  with  intelligence  that  the 
Mexican  government  had  abandoned  tlie  capital, 
taking  with  it  the  archives,  and  lhal  the  citizens  had 
sent  a deputation  lo  Gen.  Scott  lo  advance  and  afl'ord 
them  protection. 

Proclainalions  were  being  circulated  by  the  Mexi- 
cans calling  for  the  organizalioii  of  guerilla  regi 
ments,  which  plan  of  warfare  was  lo  be  adopted  on 
an  extensive  scale. 

In  consequence  of  sickness,  death,  and  loss  in 
battle,  it  is  said  that  Gen.  Si  oil  will  not  liave  left  in 
his  army  more  than  about  5,000  efiective  men,  alter 
the  return  ol  the  volnnleeis  whose  lime  shortly  ex- 
pires, and  who  General  Pillow  stales  will  return 
almost  lo  a man.  Of  the  seven  regiments,  he  says 
not  a company  will  remain. 

Santa  Anna’s  army  was  entirely  dispersed, and  he, 
wholly  without  power  and  influence,  was  seeking  lo 
leave  his  countiy. 

''The  nimerican  Star,"  is  the  tille  of  an  American 
paper  already  issued  at  Jal-jpa.  It  stales  that  mid- 
shipman Rogers,  of  Delawaie,  was  removed  from 
Perola  lo  Puebla  on  the  day  of  the  fight  at  Sierra 
Gordo. 

We  find  the  following  proclamation  in  the  Jalapj 
Star.  That  paper  says,  with  some  feeling,  that  il 
this  mode  of  warfare  is  adopted,  it  will  be  the  most 
sorrowful  lime  Mexico  has  ever  known.  War  with- 
out pi^y  will  be  met  with  war  without  pity! 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  citizen  Mariano  Salas,  General  of  Brigade  and  Col. 
of  the  regiment  Hidalgo,  to  my  Jellow  citizens. 

My  Friends — I'he  present  moment  is  the  most  pro- 
per to  excite  Ihe  public  spirit  and  form  a nation  of 
men  truly  free.  When  an  enemy  triumphs  by  his 
union  lo  rob  us  of  our  dearest  inteiesls,  there  is  no- 
thing more  sure  and  more  certain  than  to  vanquish 
him  by  valor  and  constancy. 

For  this  end  1 have  obiained  permission  to  raise  a 
guerilla  corps,  with  which  to  attack  and  destroy  the 
invaders  in  every  manner  imaginable.  The  conduct 
of  the  enemy,  conirary  both  to  humanity  and  natural 
rights,  authorises  us  lo  pursue  him  without  pity, 
[tnisericordia  ] “War  w ilhout  pity  and  death!’’ will 
be  the  motto  of  the  guerilla  warlare  of  vengeance; 
therefore  I invite  all  my  fellow  citizens,  especially 
my  brave  subordinale.s,  to  unite  at  general  head- 
quarters, to  enroll  themselves,  from  9 unlil  3 in  the 
altetnoun,  so  that  it  may  be  organized  in  the  present 
week.  JosK  Mariana  Salas. 

Colonel  Childs  is  military  governor  of  Jalapa — as 
such  he  has  called  on  the  iniiabiianls  to  deliver  up 
all  concealed  arms  in  the  city. 

Gen.  Scott  has  issued  orders  from  Jalapa,  con- 
gratulating the  troops  on  the  late  viciories  gained  by 
Gen.'  Kearney,  in  Calilornia. 

Jalapa,  ^pril  30ih.  1 he  Mexicans  are  bringing  in 

their  corn  pretty  freely  . 1 believe,  from  what  1 can 

hear  about  headquarters,  that  when  we  march  Irom 
this  place,  there  will  be  little  or  no  communication 
with  Vera  Cruz.  Our  means  of  Iranspoi  tation  will 
not  enable  us  lo  look  for  supplies  from  home,  and 
the  enemy  will  be  looked  lo  to  furnish  ns  to  a greai 
extent.  Our  trains  are  already  beginning  to  be  an- 
noyed in  the  short  space  between  this  and  Vera 
Ciuz,  and  to  keep  the  road  open  all  the  way  to 
Mexico  will  require  more  men  than  would  be  ne- 
cessaiy  lo  take  to  that  city. 

Vera  Cruz,  May  2d.  In  the  “Eagle”  of  Ihe  1st, 
which  1 send  yon,  you  will  learn  lhal  Don  Pedro 
Anaya  has  been  declaied  dictator.  I'lie  S vedish 
consul,  who  arrived  yesterday  from  Mexico,  tells 
me  lhal  il  is  true  lhal  Anaya  has  been  elected  dicta- 
tor; Canalizo  spoken  of  as  commander  in  chiel  of  the 
army,  and  lliai  preparations  are  being  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  government  to  Celaya,  in  case  our 
army  marches  to  the  city. 

'J  lie  Swedish  consul  tells  me  that  he  visited  Santa 
Anna  at  Orizaba,  and  obtained  Irom  him  a passport 
to  come  down.  He  had  but  a thousand  men  with 
him,  badly  equipped,  and  he  looking  haggard  and 
very  much  uejeeled.  His  day  was  passed.  Both 
soldiers  and  officers  have  lost  all  confidence  in  him 
— and  1 have  no  doubt,  lhal  were  he  to  come  lo 
Vera  Cruz  during  the  present  stale  of  feeling  of  the 
Mexican  populaliun,  lie  would  be  murdered. 

When  the  Saedish  consul  left,  they  were  busily 
employed  in  lor'.ifying  Mexico.  No  sland  uni  be 
maUe  at  Pueula,  unless  we  uelay  mareliiiig  on  il  lor 
some  time — Gen.  Worth  is  still  at  Ferote — Scott  at 
Jalapa. 


In  Vera  Cruz  every  thing  is  going  on  smoothly. — 
The  business  of  the  city  is  increasing  in  a wonderful 
degree.  The  waters  are  covered  with  merchant 
vessels.  Yankee  hotels,  Yankee  1 1 c.tioii  houses, 
Yankee  circus  companies,  and  Yankee  ice  housas, 
are  stalling  up  at  every  turn  of  the  corner. 

I learn  from  an  officer  of  the  Potomac,  that  Ihe 
navy  are  getting  up  an  expedition  to  the  south,  em- 
bracing Campeachy,  Tabasco,  and  Huasa-  ualco. 

Gen.  Shields  has  been  pronounced  out  of  danger. 

1 have  just  learned  that  my  company  will  be  order- 
ed up  to  join  our  regiment  at  Jalapa.  If  so,  I shall 
have  a belter  opportunity  of  keeping  you  advised  of 
the  movements  ol  the  army. 

Vera  Cruz,  May  5lh.  As  the  steamer  has  been  de- 
tained until  lo-duy  by  had  weather,  I give  you  the 
latest  news  that  has  reached  us  since  I closed  my 
letter  of  the  3d;  there  is  not  much  of  it,  hut  what 
there  is,  is  of  some  interest  and  importance.  The 
British  consul  at  this  place  has  just  received  a com- 
munication from  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Bankhead, 
s-aying  lhal  the  Mexican  government  had  solicited 
the  friendly  mediation  of  his  government  lo  settle 
the  difficulties  between  Mexico  and  the  U.  Slates. — 
I learned  this  morning  that  such  a letter  had  been 
received  from  Mr.  Bankliead,  and  at  once  culled  on 
the  English  consul,  who  tells  me  that  such  is  a fact. 
You  may  therefore  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  this  state- 
ment. 

Santa  Anna  is  about  forty  miles  from  here,  with 
2,000  men,  threatening  lo  march  in  and  sack  VerR 
Cniz.  'I'his  iiifornialion  comes  from  a Spanish  mer- 
chant of  this  place,  vvlio  came  in  yesterday  Irom 
Mexico — he  stales  tlial  he  saw  Santa  Anna,  who 
advised  him  to  lake  his  things  out  of  the  city  as  he 
should  destroy  every  thing  in  it.  This,  ol  course,  we 
consider  as  mere  Mexican  bravado,  as  it  was  not 
likely  he  would  make  his  plan  public,  did  he  intend 
executing  them.  We  are,  nevertheless,  practising 
our  men,  (infantry)  at  the  artillery,  so  as  not  lo  be 
taken  by  surprise. 

We  learn  by  letter  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  that 
Ihey  have  slopped  throwing  up  entrenchments  around 
the  city,  and  do  not  intend  standing  a seige  or  bom- 
bardment. For  the  first  lime  since  I have  been  in 
Mexico,  1 begin  to  think  that  the  war  is  drawing  to 
a close.  J.  D.  J. 

The  celebrated  courier  of  the  English  merchants, 
Rafael  Beraza,  has  arrived  from  Mexico  w ith  letters 
for  the  British  packet  at  Vera  Cruz.  He  says  but 
liUle,  yet  it  has  leaked  out  that  they  are  organizing 
guerillas  rapidly  both  in  Mexico  and  Puebla.  All 
the  robbers  in  the  latter  ciiy,  and  their  name  is  le- 
gion, have  received  regular  licences  to  rob  and  mur- 
der cn’the  load.  The  beauty  of  the  system  has  al- 
ready manifested  itself,  for  it  is  said  they  have  al- 
ready commenced  plundering  their  own  people  on 
the  roads.  In  haste,  G.  W.  K. 

Jalapa,  May  1847  By  the  diligencia,  which  leaves 
at  12  o’clock,  noon,  I send  you  a copy  of  the  Ame- 
rican Eagle  ol  this  morning.  You  will  see  lli.il  news 
has  been  received  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  brought 
by  exlraordmary  courier.  The  slight  forlificalions 
should  have  been  placed  this  side  the  capital  instead 
of  Puebla,  as  at  the  latter  it  lias  been  determined 
upon  not  to  make  any  resistance.  Gen.  Bravo,  with 
a whole  or  a pari  ol  the  garrison  ol  Puebla,  was  met 
going  up  to  the  city  of  Mexico— -Canalizo  was  met 
this  side  of  Puebla  by  Ihe  courier.  He  had  a cavalry 
force  with  him. 

Another  letter  to  the  Picayune,  dated  J ilapa.  May 
4,  says:  There  is  a rumor  that  Santa  Anna,  with  a 
large  force  intends  attacking  the  next  upward  tram, 
winch  will  have  a heavy  amount  in  specie.  It  will 
be  a costly  experiment  to  him,  for  the  wagons  will 
be  guarded  by  a force  sufficient  lo  keep  off  every 
firelock  in  Mexico. 

Gen.  Pillliw  came  passenger  in  the  James  L.  Day . 
His  wounds  doing  well. 

Lieut.  Col.  Anderson,  1st  Tennessee  ri’gimeiil, 
who  has  leen  service  at  Monterey  and  Ceiro  Gjidv  . 
He  returns  on  aicount  ol  ill  liealtli. 

The  Washington  “Union”  has  the  following  as  a 
leading  editorial: 

“It  seems  lhal  the  church  in  Mexico  lias  volun- 
teered to  supply  funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  It  IS  well  Unowii  lhal  in  Mexico  the  properly 
of  the  church  is  not  subject  to  taxuliun,  and  there- 
fore, whatever  is  conlriuuted  from  this  quarter,  is 
done  gratuitously.  This  is  part  of  the  syslem  wlin  h 
has  been  indicated,  in  other  modes,  ol  giving  to  tl,e 
war  a religious  cliaracter.  It  is  denounced  as  a war 
of  infidels  and  heretics  against  the  holy  church,  and 
against  Ctii  istianily.  'I'tiose  wlm  are  laniiliar  vvitti 
our  history  and  inslilutiuns,  know  full  well  that  there 
IS  nothing  in  eiUicr  tiosule  to  ti.e  lloiiian  churcii — 
A high  dignitary  of  that  establisnraent,  drawing  a 
contrast  between  the  U.  Btaies  and  other  Christian 


1S6 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  22,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


communities,  including  his  own,  has  pronounced  his 
decisive  opinion  that  that  branch  of  the  Christian 
church  occupies  more  advantageous  ground  in  this 
country,  and  is  advancing  with  more  prosperity  end 
solid  strength  among  us,  than  in  any  other  nation. — 
The  position  and  high  public  estimation  which 
many  of  our  Catholic  brethren  occupy,  the  intelli- 
gence, patriotism,  and  social  virtues  which  they  ex- 
hibit, corroborate  this  statement. 

‘‘It  is  not  as  a religious  body,  but  as  an  engine  of 
slate,  that  the  Catholics  of  Mexico  look  upon  us  with 
a hostile  eye.  It  is  for  their  own  special  political 
purposes — to  retain  their  vast  possessions,  which  im- 
poverish the  nation — to  sustain  their  own  hierarchy, 
which  lords  it  over  the  people — to  preserve  their 
power,  which  weighs  down  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity into  the  slough  of  ignorance  and  slavery — that 
they  are  thus  solicitous  and  active.  It  is  a zeal  for 
the  mammon  of  unrighteousness — not  for  the  welfare 
of  souls — which  inspires  and  animates  the  Catholics 
of  Mexico. 

“In  this  aspect  ol  the  case,  it  may  become  a matter 
of  grave  consideration,  if  the  church  continues  to 
oppose  a peace  and  furnish  the  fuel  of  war,  whether 
the  immense  revenues  of  the  church  in  Mexico,  shall 
be  left  untouched — whether  they  shall  be  sutfered  to 
remain  at  llie  disposal  of  the  enemy  and  be  applied 
to  sustain  the  war  against  us — whether  justice  and 
policy  do  not  equally  dictate  that  they  should  at 
least  be  sequestered  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  as  a legitimate  means  of  cutting  off  the  ene- 
my’s supplies. 

“The  experience  we  have  already  had  on  this 
point  leads  to  another  suggestion.  Cannot  Mexico 
be  prevailed  upon  to  adopt  a more  tolerant  system.> 
Could  not  the  two  nations  agree  that  reciprocal  sti- 
pulations should  be  made  for  the  free  and  unrestrict- 
ed enjoyment  of  religiou*  liberty  within  the  territo- 
ries of  both  nation-?  Independently  of  the  great  good 
which  would  thereby  result  to  the  whole  Christian 
commonwealth,  and  to  ourselves  as  constituting  a 
portion  of  it,  it  may  v/ith  perfect  truth  be  said  that 
no  greater  blessiug — no  higher  or  more  substantial 
bentfii  could  be  bestowed  upon  Mexico  herself.  It 
may  well  be  doubted  whether  such  an  arrangement 
would  not  be  productive  of  advantage  to  both  coun- 
tries, which  would  more  than  coropensate  for  all  the 
expenses  and  losses  of  the  war;  and  our  invasion  ol 
Mexico  be  the  parent  of  her  general  civilization, 
didused  intelligence,  wide  spread  happiness,  and  solid 
prosperity.  At  the  same  time  it  should  be  distinctly 
understood  that  we  have  no  right  to  dictate  this  con- 
dition to  the  Mexican  government — none  to  insist 
upon  it  as  a stipulation  of  any  treaty — none  to  make 
it  the  slightest  impediment  to  the  establistiinenl  ot 
peace.  Mexico  may,  probably,  resist  any  such  sugges- 
Uoii.  We  should  be  bound,  therefore,  to  leave  the 
whole  question  as  it  is,  trusting  alone  to  the  progress 
ot  the  age  to  effect  an  object  which  may  be  desirable 
to  the  whole  Ci.ristian  worl  1.” 

It  was  the  intention  of  Gen.  Scott,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  wagon  train  that  was  to  start  from  Vera  Cruz, 
about  the  Cih  instant,  to  out  off  all  connecliun  with 
the  sea  coast,  rely  upon  the  country  for  suslen  .rice 
ana  push  forward  for  the  city.  This  general  order 
dated  at  Jalapa,  30lh  April,  intimates  as  much.  Bui 
Mr.  Kendall’s  letter  of  the  4lh — the  very  latest 

nevvs throws  some  doubt  upon  the  speedy  adoption 

of  this  plan,  in  consequence  ot  the  delermiiialioii  of 
the  12  months’  volunieers,  in  a body  not  to  re-enlist. 
This  may  retard  the  advance  of  the  army,  unless 
indeed  the  reported  readiness  of  llie  city  to  surren- 
der be  confirmed. 

General  Twiggs  bas  been  temporarily  appointed 
governor  ot  Jalapa.  1 ucul.  Col.  Childs  tias  been 
appointed  military  conirnandaut  of  Ibe  city, 

Gen.  W'orlh  was  galliermg  up  all  ttie  grain  lie 
could,  and  has  all  the  bakeries  at  work,  as  if  in  an- 
ticqialion  ol  breaking  dt  comu.unicatiun  wi’.h  Vera 
Cruz. 

Midshipma.ni  Rogers.  'J'he  Vera  Cruz  Eagle  of 
the  1st  instant  says-  Lieut,  Semmes,  of  Ibe  Irigale 
Raiiian.leil  ibis  city  yesteraay  evening,  with  an 
escort  of  twenty  men,  for  Ibe  headquarters  of  Gen. 
Scott  intending  to  obtain  from  tiim  means  of  com- 
munication w iUi  Ibe  Mexican  government,  in  regard 
to  Midsbipm  n Rogers,  who  tias  been  transferred 
from  Ibe  easUe  of  Rerote  lo  Puebla,  and  perhaps 
further  into  tlie  interior.  It  is  certain,  how  ever,  that 
he  was  taken  lo  Puebla.  The  governnieiil  of  the  U. 
Stales  lb  determined  lo  compel  Mexico  to  treat  Mr. 
Rogers  as  a prisoner  of  war;  and  Lieut.  Semmes  is 
auiborized,  we  understand,  to  make  such  represeiita- 
lieiis  lo  the  Mexican  government,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  lailure  on  llieir  part  to  comply  with 
tbe  c.emand,  a relaliatoiy  course  will  henccIorUi  be 
pursued  by  our  goveriimeiiL  towards  prisoners  falling 
into  our  tiaiids. 


Mexican  account  of  the  battle  of  sierra  gordo. 

The  following  is  the  despatch  of  Gen.  Canalizo, 
the  second  in  command  at  the  battle  of  Sierra  Gordo, 
to  the  Mexican  secretary  of  war. 

^'Headquarters,  Branderilla,  ,^pril  18,  1847. 

“Sir — One  of  those  unfortunate  reverses  which 
will  occur  in  the  course  of  the  war,  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  most  disastrous  consequences  to  this  army, 
and  under  circumstances  that  seemed  to  indicate  that 
fortune  was  on  the  point  of  favoring  us,  as  the  enemy 
were  repulsed  entirely  on  the  previous  day  in  their 
charge  on  the  Cerro  Telegrato,  situated  on  the  right 
of  our  works;  but  this  morning  at  7 o’clock,  availing 
themselves  doubtless  with  their  better  acquaintance 
with  the  country,  they  charged  with  their  entire 
force  in  such  a manner  as  to  dislodge  the  troops  that 
guarded  the  newly  finished  fortifications,  after  a 
most  vigorous  resistance.  After  this  they  succeeded 
in  taking  the  headquarters  and  other  points  of  our 
encampment,  giving  rise  to  confusion  and  disorder  on 
our  side,  which  even  the  commander  in  chief,  aided 
by  his  generals,  found  it  impossible  lo  prevent,  oc- 
casioning thereby  the  complete  dispersal  and  rout  of 
the  infantry  troops,  and  involving  the  loss  of  almost 
of  all  our  pieces  of  artillery.  The  cavalry  forces  only 
were  not  included  in  this  disorder;  but,  being  hemmed 
in  by  a column  of  the  enemy’s  troops  that  were  in 
Ihe'vicinity  of  a wood  on  the  left,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  them  vigorously  to  open  a passage,  in  order 
to  avoid  being  taken  prisoners.  This  it  was  that 
prevented  us  joining  the  commander  in  chief  and 
the  other  generals  who  were  engaged  in  defending 
the  battery  situated  in  front  of  the  headquarters. — 
During  this  time  I was  laboring  under  the  most  se- 
rious apprehension  as  to  the  fate  of  the  commaader 
in  chief,  whether  he  was  killed  or  taken  prisoner; 
but,  as  1 passed  Jalapa,  1 happily  heard  of  his  safety, 
and  hope  soon  to  be  reunited  with  him.  In  brief,  1 
will  say  to  your  excellency,  that,  with  the  few  re- 
maining troops,  infantry  and  cavalry,  that  1 have 
reunited,  and  of  which  1 shall  hereafter  give  a more 
detailed  account,  I pursued  my  march,  passed  this 
night  at  la  Hoya,  and  I shall  proceed  until  I receive 
further  orders  from  the  government,  as  1 am  unable 
lo  defend  any  point  on  the  route,  in  consequence  of 
the  total  loss  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition,  as  1 
have  not  sufficient  powder  left  for  one  round.  1 
would  also  mention  that  1 have  at  present  no  means 
for  supporting  the  troops  that  follow  me;  and  as  for 
the  cavalry,  in  consequence  of  the  lengthy  march 
they  underwent  from  Pan  Luis  to  this  point,  they 
are  in  a most  deplorable  state  as  regards  service. 

“1  feel  much  at  having  lo  communicate,  through 
you,  lo  the  acting  president,  such  unfortunate  news; 
but,  nevertheless,  I present  you  iny  respects  and  con 
siJeralioii.  Go  1 and  liberl)! 

Valentine  Canalizo. 

“To  his  excellency  the  minister  of  war.” 


major  gen.  scott's  official  report — battle  of 

CERRO  GORDO. 

Headquarters  of  the  army,  Jalapa,  Jipril  2.3,  1847. 

Sir — In  forwarding  Uie  reports  of  commanders 
which  detail  the  operations  of  their  several  corps 
against  tlie  Mexican  lines  at  Cerro  Gordo,  1 shall 
present  in  continuation  of  my  former  report,  but  an 
outline  of  tiie  afiaii;  and  while  adopting  heartily 
their  commendation  of  the  ardor  and  efficiency  of 
individuals,  1 shall  mention  by  name  only  those  who 
figure  prominently,  or,  from  position,  could  not  be 
included  in  those  sub-reports. 

3’he  field  sketch  herewith,  indicates  the  positions 
of  the  two  armies.  The*fierra  caliente,  of  low  level, 
lerniiriales  at  Plan  del  Rio,  the  site  of  the  American 
camp,  from  which  the  road  ascends  immediately  in 
a long  circuit  among  lofty  lulls,  whose  commanding 
points  tiad  all  been  fortified  and  garrisoned  by  the 
enemy.  His  right,  entrenched,  rested  on  a precipice 
overhanging  an  impassable  ravine  that  forms  the  bed 
of  tiie  stream;  and  his  entrenchments  extended  con- 
tinuously to  Uie  road,  on  which  was  placed  a formi- 
dable battery.  On  the  other  side,  the  lofty  and  dif- 
ficult height  of  Cerro  Gordo  commanded  the  ap- 
proaches III  all  directions.  Tlie  mam  body  of  the 
Mexican  army  was  encamped  on  level  ground,  with  a 
battery  of  five  pieces,  halt  a mile  in  lieigbl  towards 
Jalapa. 

Resolving,  if  possible,  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left, 
ai.d  attack  m rear,  while  menacing  or  engaging  his 
front,  I caused  daily  reconnoissaiices  to  be  pushed, 
with  the  view  of  finding  a route  for  a force  lo  debouch 
on  the  Jalapa  road  and  cut  oQTetreat. 

The  reconiioisance,  begun  by  Lieut.  Beauregard, 
was  continued  by  Captain  Lee,  engineers,  and  a road 
made  along  difficult  slopes  and  over  chasms — out  ol 
the  enemy’s  view,  though  reached  by  his  fire  when 
discovered — until,  arriving  at  the  Mexican  lines, 
lucther  recoiiuoisance  became  impossible  without  an 


action.  The  desired  point  of  debouchure,  the  Jalapa 
road  was  not,  therefore,  reached,  though  believed  to 
be  within  easy  distance;  and  to  gain  that  point  it 
now  became  necessary  to  carry  the  height  of  Cerro 
Gordo.  The  dispositions  in  my  plan  of  battle — general 
orders  No.  Ill  heretofore  enclosed — were  according- 
ly made. 

Twiggs’ division,  reinforced  by  Shields’  brigade 
of  volunteers,  was  thrown  into  position  on  the  17th, 
and  was,  of  necessity  drawn  into  action  in  taking  up 
the  ground  for  its  bivouac  and  the  opposing  height 
for  our  heavy  battery.  It  will  be  seen  that  many  of 
our  our  officers  and  men  were  killed  or  wounded  in 
this  sharp  combat — handsomely  commenced  by  a 
company  of  the  7th  infantry  under  Bvt.  First  Lieut. 
Gardner,  who  is  highly  praised  by  all  his  command- 
ers for  signal  services.  Col.  Harney  coming  up  with 
the  rifle  regiment  and  first  artillery,  (also  parts  of 
his  brigade),  brushed  away  the  enemy  and  occupied 
the  height — on  which,  in  the  night,  was  placed  a 
battery  of  one  24-pounder  and  two  24-pound  howit- 
zers, under  the  superintendence  of  Capt.  Lee,  engi- 
neers, and  Lieut.  Hagner,  ordnance.  These  guns 
opened  next  morning,  and  were  served  with  effect 
by  Capt.  Steptoe  and  Lieut.  Brown,  3d  artillery, 
Lieut.  Hagner,  (ordnance),  and  Lieut.  Seymour,  1st 
artillery. 

The  same  night,  with  extreme  toil  and  difficulty, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  Tower,  engi- 
neers, and  Lieut.  Laidley,  ordnance,  an  8-inoh  howit- 
zer was  put  in  position  across  the  river  and  opposite 
lo  the  enemy’s  right  battery.  A detachment  of  four 
companies  under  Major  Durham,  N.  York  volunieers, 
performed  this  creditable  service,  which  enabled 
Lieut.  Ripley,  2d  artillery,  in  charge  of  the  piece,  to 
open  a timely  fire  on  that  quarter. 

Early  on  the  18lh  the  columns  moved  to  the  ge- 
neral attack,  and  our  success  was  speedy  and  deci- 
sive. Pillow’s  brigade  assaulting  the  right  of  the 
entrenchments,  although  compelled  lo  retire,  had 
the  effect  1 nave  heretofore  staled.  Twigg’s  division, 
storming  the  strong  and  vital  point  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
pierced  the  centre,  gained  command  of  all  the  en- 
trenchments, and  cut  them  off  from  support.  As  our 
infantry,  (Colonel  Riley’s  brigade)  pushed  on  against 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  the  guns  of  their  own 
fort  were  rapidly  turned  to  play  on  that  force,  (un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Santa  Anna), 
who  fled  in  confusion.  Siiields’  brigade  bravely  as- 
saulting the  left,  carried  the  rear  battery,  (five  guns) 
on  the  Jalapa  road,  and  aided  materially  in  com- 
pleting the  rout  of  the  enemy. 

The  part  taken  by.  the  remainder  of  the  forces, 
held  in  reserve  lo  support  and  pursue,  has  already 
been  noticed. 

The  moment  the  fate  of  the  day  was  decided,  the 
cavalry,  and  i'aylor’s  and  Wall’s  field  batteries  were 
pushed  on  towards  Jalapa  in  advance  of  the  pursuing 
coluuins  of  infantry — Twiggs’  division  and  the  bri- 
gade ol  Shields,  (now  under  Col.  Baker) — and  Maj. 
Gen.  Patterson  was  sent  to  take  command  of  them. 
In  the  hot  pursuit  many  Mexicans  were  captured  or 
slain  before  our  men  and  horses  were  exhausted  by 
the  heat  and  distance. 

The  rout  proves  to  have  been  complete — the  re- 
treating army,  except  a small  body  of  cavalry,  being 
dispersed  and  utterly  disorganized.  The  immediate 
consequences  have  been  our  possession  of  this  im- 
portant city,  the  abandonment  of  the  works  and  ar- 
tillery at  La  Hoya,  tbe  next  formidable  pass  between 
Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital,  and  the  prompt  occupa- 
tion by  Worth’s  division  of  the  fortress  of  Perole, 
(second  only  to  San  Juan  de  Ulloa),  with  its  ex- 
tensive armament  of  sixty  six  guns  and  mortars,  and 
its  large  supplies  of  niatenel.  To  General  Worth’s 
report,  annexed,  1 refer  for  details. 

I have  heretofore  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  the 
skill  and  courage  with  which  the  attack  on  the  heiglit 
of  Sierra  Gordo  was  directed  and  executed,  naming 
the  regiments  most  distinguished,  and  their  com- 
manders, under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Harney.  Lieu- 
tenant G.W.  Smith  led  the  engineer  company  as 
part  of  the  storming  force,  and  is  noticed  with  dis- 
tinction. 

The  reports  of  this  assault  make  favorable  men- 
tion of  many  in  which  1 can  well  concur,  having  wit- 
nessed tbe  daring  advance  and  perfect  steadiness  of 
the  whole.  Besides  those  already  named.  Lieutenant 
Brooks,  3d  infantry.  Lieutenant  Macdonald,  2d  dra- 
goons, Lieut.  Vandorn,  7lh  infantry — all  acting  staff 
officers— Captain  Magruder,  1st  artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Gardner,  7tli  infantry,  seem  lo  have  won  es- 
pecial praise. 

Colonel  Riley’s  brigade  and  Talcoti’s  rocket  and 
howitzer  battery,  were  engaged  on  and  about  the 
heights,  and  bore  an  active  part. 

Tbe  brigade  so  gallanily  led  by  General  Shields, 
and,  after  liis  fall,  by  Colonel  Baker,  deserves  high 
commendation  for  its  fine  behavior  aiid  success.  Co- 
lonels Foreman  and  Bunieii,  and  Major  Hams, 
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commanded  the  regiments;  Lieutenant  Hammond,  3d 
artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Davis,  Illinois  volunteers, 
constituted  the  brigade  staff.  These  operations,  hid 
from  my  view  by  intervening  hills,  were  not  fully 
known  when  my  first  report  was  hastily  written. 

Brigadier  General  Twiggs,  who  was  in  the  im- 
inediale  command  of  all  the  advanced  forces,  has 
earned  high  credit  by  his  judgment,  spirit,  and 
energy. 

The  conduct  of  Colonels  Campbell,  Haskell,  and 
Wynkoop,  commanding  the  regiments  of  Pillow’s 
brigade,  is  reported  in  terms  of  strong  approbation 
by  Major  General  Patterson.  1 recommend  for  a 
commission,  Quartermaster  Sergeant  Henry,  of  the 
7ih  infanti-y,  (already  known  to  the  army  for  intre- 
pidity on  loriner  occasions,)  who  hauled  down  the 
national  standard  of  the  Mexican  fori. 

In  expressing  my  indebtedness  for  able  assistance 
to  Lieut.  Col.  Hitchcock,  acting  inspector  general  to 
ftlajors  Smith  and  Turnbull,  the  respective  chiefs  of 
engineers  and  topographical  engineers — to  their  as- 
sistants, Lieutenants  Mason,  Beauregard,  Stevens, 
Tower,  G.  W.  Smith,  McClellan,  engineers,  and 
Lieuls.  Derby  and  Hardcastle,  topographical  engi- 
neers— to  Captain  Allen,  chief  quarter  master,  and 
Lieut.  Blair,  chief  commissary — and  to  Lieutenants 
Hagner  and  Laidley,  ordnance,  all  actively  employ- 
ed—! am  impelled  to  make  special  mention  of  the 
services  of  Captain  R.  E Lee,  engineers.  This  oflS- 
cer,  greatly  distinguished  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz, 
was  again  indefatigable,  during  these  operations,  in 
reconnoissances  as  daring  as  laborious,  and  of  the 
utmost  value.  Nor  was  he  less  conspicuous  in  plant- 
ing batteries,  and  in  conducting  columns  to  their 
stations  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy. 

My  personal  statf,  Lieutenants  Scott,  Williams  and 
Law,  and  Major  Van  Buren,  who  volunteered  for  the 
occasion,  gave  me  zealous  and  efficient  assistance. 

Our  whole  force  present,  in  action  and  reserve, 
was  8,500;  the  enemy  is  estimated  at  12,000  or  more. 
About  3 000  prisoners,  4 or  5,000  stands  of  arms, 
and  43  pieces  of  artillery  were  taken.  By  the  ac- 
company ing  return,  I regret  to  find  our  loss  more  se- 
vere than  at  first  supposed,  amounting  in  the  two 
days  to  33  i fficers  and  398  men — in  ail  431,  of  whom 
63  were  killed.  The  enemy’s  loss  is  computed  to 
be  from  1,000  to  1,200. 

[ am  happy  in  communicating  strong  hopes  for 
the  recovery  of  the  gallant  General  Shields,  who  is 
so  much  improved  as  to  have  been  brought  to  this 
place. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  the  following  papers; 

A. — General  return  by  name  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed. 

B. — Copies  of  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hitchcock,  act- 
ing inspector  general  (of  prisoners  taken)  and  ac- 
companying papers. 

Report  of  Brig.  General  Twiggs,  and  sub- 
reports. 

D.  — Report  of  Major  Gen.  Patterson,  and  reports 
of  brigade  commanders. 

E. — Copy  of  report  by  Brig.  General  Worth,  an- 
nouncing ibe  occupation  by  his  division  of  the  castle 
and  town  of  Peiote,  with  an  inventory  of  ordnance 
there  found. 

1 have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCO  1 T. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marct,  secretary  of  war. 

A communication  from  Lt.  Col.  E.  A.  Hiichcock, 
Inspector  General,  to  Major  Gen.  Scott,  dated  Jala- 
pa,  April  24,  makes  a return  of  the  paroles  of  the 
Mexican  prisoners  captured  at  Sierra  Gordo.  It 
comprises  the  paroles  of  three  general  officers  and 
185  officers  of  lower  grades;  and  also  the  paroles  of 
2,83t  of  the  rank  and  file  ol  the  Mexican  army.  A 
separate  return  comprises  the  names  of  288  officers, 
besides  those,  sixteen  in  number,  sent  to  Vera  Cruz. 
Col.  H.  goes  ou  to  say — 

J think  proper  to  remark,  with  regard  to  the  ope- 
rations at  Sierra  Gordo,  that  by  turning  the  left  Cljnk 
of  the  enemy,  and  siotming  the  principal  hill  occu- 
pied by  him,  which  was  executed  under  your  perso- 
nal observation  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant, 
his  force  was  diridetl — all  oi  ihe  batteries  east  of 
the  hill  being  separated  from  the  main  body  of  the 
army  encamped  on  the  Jaiapa  road  west  of  the  hill. 

All  of  the  positions  of  the  enemy  were  commanded 
by  the  hill  itself,  which  was  believed  by  the  Mexi- 
cans to  be  inaccessible  to  our  troops,  'i'he  hill  being 
stormed  and  taken,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  fled 
I"  the  utmost  confusion,  and  but  a very  few  were  ta- 
ken prisoners.  Many  of  the  troops  in  the  batteries, 
at  the  same  time  made  Ibeir  escape  in  the  lulls, 

throwing  away  their  arms. 

1 offi‘^er  assured  me  that  no  less  than 

1,5UU  thus  escaped  from  one  single  battery.  Of  those 
in  the  batteries  who  laid  down  their  arms,  more 
than  a thousand  contrived  to  escape  on  their  march 
from  the  field  ol  battle  to  Blau  del  Rio,  some  five 


miles  or  more,  along  a circuilous  road  bounded  by 
woods  and  ravines — and  hence  the  number  of  prison- 
ers on  parole  is  diminished  to  about  3,000  men,  ex- 
clusive of  officers.  And  although  this  may  not  be  the 
place  for  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  I feel  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  the  defeat  was  as  complete  as  it 
was  unexpected  by  the  enemy — that  he  was  utterly 
destroyed,  captured,  or  routed,  spreading  terror  and 
consternation  throughout  the  country. 

CAPTURE  OF  TUSPAN. 

Correspondence  of  the  Kew  Orleans  Delta. 

Tuspan,  Mexico,  21s!  ,dpril,  1847. 

Eds.  Delta — Very  little  time  have  we  for  scrib- 
bling now -a  days  1 assure  you,  but  as  the  press  is  stop- 
ped, just  at  present,  I will  drop  you  a few  lines  to 
keep  you  acquainted  with  the  last  operations  of  the 
squadron.  On  Saturday,  17th  inst.,  the  following 
vessels  anchored  three  miles  distant  from  the  bar  at 
the  entrance  of  Tuspan  river — the  steam  frigate 
Mississippi,  Commodore  Perry’s  flag  ship;  the  frigate 
Raritan;  the  corvettes  Germantown,  Albany,  John 
Adams,  and  Decatur;  the  steamers  Spitfire,  Vixen, 
and  Scourge;  the  gunboats  Reefer,  Bonita,  and  Pe- 
trel— and  every  preparation  was  made  for  eomtnen- 
cing  and  finishing  a successful  attack  upon  the  forts 
and  city  on  the  following  morning.  The  small 
steamers  were  lighted,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  cross 
the  bar,  by  removing  a part  of  their  coal,  masts, 
spars,  rigging;  etc.,  and  on  the  18lh  inst.,  at  daybreak, 
we  ran  in  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  the 
steam  frigate  and  all  the  light  draught  vessels,  each 
one  having  in  tow  a train  of  boats  from  the  larger 
vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  Mississippi  anchored 
in  five  fathoms  water,  within  a mile  oj  the  breakers, 
and,  as  all  things  were  in  readiness,  boat  load  after 
boat  load  debarked  from  the  vessels,  stood  in  for  the 
shore,  dashed  through  the  breakers  into  the  smooth 
water  of  liie  river,  and  then  landed  their  men  in 
safety  on  the  sandbeach.  The  small  steamers,  with 
llie  gunboats  in  tow,  likewise  ploughed  their  way 
tlirough  the  foaming  surge,  safely  crossed  the  bar, 
and  anchored  where  there  was  scarcely  a ripple  on 
the  surface  of  the  water.  Com.  Perry  came  on  board 
the  steamer  Spitfire,  Commander  Tattnall,  and  hois- 
ted his  broad  pendant.  Just  about  that  time  Mexi- 
can troops  were  discovered  some  distance  above,  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  apparently  engaged  in  throw- 
ing up  a breastwork;  and  instantly  the  order  was 
given,  “all  liands  up  anchor” — and  in  the  shortest 
possible  lime  the  almighty  steam  was  driving  us  a 
liead  on  the  enemy,  but  as  we  neared  them  we  were 
convinced  that  they  were  only  a reconiioiteriiig  party 
and  they  fled  with  the  utmnst  precipitation.  Tlie 
steamer  was  then  put  about,  and  again  look  up  her 
position  preparatory  to  forming  line,  in  order,  to 
ascend  ihe  river  to  the  city,  some  five  miles  distant. 
The  Spitfire,  flag  ship,  led  the  way;  then  followed 
the  Vixen,  Comm’r  Sands;  the  Scourge,  Lieut. 
Comm’g,  Lockwood;  the  gunboats  Bonita,  Lieut. 
Comm’g.  Benham;  Petrel,  Lieut.  Corrm’g.  Shaw; 
and  Reefei,  Lieut.  Comm’g  'I  urner;  and  all  the  cut- 
ters ol  the  squadion,  under  the  commands  of  Cap 
tains  Bieese  and  Forest,  and  Coimn’r.  Buchanan — 
and  it  was  one  of  the  most  beaulilul  processions  that 
1 have  ever  -Aiinessed,  and  so  well  planned  ih  .t  the 
expedition  could  not  have  failed.  I'he  smooth  sur- 
face of  the  water,  for  over  a hundred  yards,  was 
dotted  with  boats,  with  streaming  pendants  and  their 
brightest  ensigns.  The  river,  too,  winding  along 
through  a verdant  country,  is  picturesque  and  beau 
lilul  in  the  extreme:  and  ihus  we  ran  along,  under 
easy  steam  and  sail,  until  we  arrived  within  sight 
of  the  first  tort,  situated  in  a bend  of  the  river,  about 
a mile  from  the  city.  Herefrom  the  fort  a curl- 
ing smoke  and  a booming  sound  passed  the  iniiraa- 
lion  round  that  we  should  not  take  the  place  without 
a struggle;  but  their  shot  fell  short,  and  the  Com- 
modore, apparently  regretting  ihe  circumstance, 
sung  out  “go  ahead  fast,”  and  the  good  old  steamer 
commenced  paddling  her  wheels  ic  double  quick 
time.  And  Itien  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  in  ear- 
nest: shot  after  shut  flew  over  our  vessel,  and  struck 
llie  water  some  distance  astern. 

The  fort  was  located  tiigh  above  us,  on  a steep 
bank  of  itie  river,  and  therefore  they  could  only 
bring  a plunging  tire  lo  bear  upon  our  approaching 
squadron.  'I’his  proved  of  great  advantage  to  us, 
for  as  we  ran  rapidly  towards  them  they  must  alter 
the  train  of  their  guns  every  time  they  delivered 
their  fire.  And  now  the  scene  became  admirably 
exciting.  I'tie  whole  of  our  small  squadron  liad 
closed  up  so  that  we  lormed  a pei  fecl  plialanx  of 
steamers,  gun  boats  and  cutters.  'I’lio  marines  ol 
the  Mississippi  were  drawn  up  on  llie  wheel-house, 
and  from  any  position  of  the  starboard  wheel  house, 

1 had  a fair  view  of  the  tout  ensemble.  Fio.n  the 
flash  ol  their  guns  1 could  judge  Uial  the  shot  were 
nut  going  lo  strike  us,  and  Uien  1 watched  lliem  in 
their  course  until  they  plunged  lutu  the  water  as- 


tern; many  fell  right  amid  a group  of  cutters,  and 
what  astonished  and  delighted  me  most,  was  to  sec 
that  not  a single  boat  was  injured  in  any  wise.  An  1 
now  we  were  running  up  to  within  a hundred  yards 
of  the  fort,  and  the  enemy  comuioneed  firing  with 
musketry  and  escopetas.  The  marines  relumed  the 
fire  with  musketry,  when  Lieut.  P arker,  from  llie 
hurricane  deck,  called  out  “don’t  fire  yet,”  but  the 
marine  officer  answered  “we  are  within  musket 
range,”  and  scarcely  were  the  words  spoken  when 
Lieut.  P.  and  three  other  officers  were  simuHane- 
ously  wounded  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  feelingly 
demonstrated  the  fact,  that  some  were  inclined  to 
doubt.  Comm’r  Tattnall,  Lieutenants  Parker  and 
Hartstein,  and  Passed  Midshipman  Lowry,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  crew,  were  wounded,  bill  not  so  as  to  en  ■ 
danger  their  lives,  very  fortunately,  and  therefore 
their  friends  at  home  have  no  cause  for  disquieting 
themselves  thereupon.  A few  discharges  from  the 
pivot  guns  of  the  Spitfire,  Vixen,  and  otlier  vessels, 
served  to  silence  the  batteries  of  this  fort,  for  the 
peculiar  tune  hummed  by  our  Paixhan  shells  had 
such  a startling  effect  upon  the  elongated  nerves  and 
sinews  of  our  enemies  that,  beyond  a doubt,  they  are 
running  yet.  Ou  passing  by  the  fort  Ave  observed 
that  a party  of  seamen  and  marines,  commanded  by 
Capt:  Breese,  and  led  by  Lieuts.  May,  DeCamp,  and 
others,  had  taken  possession  of  the  fort,  and  hoisted 
the  soul  inspiring  stripes  and  st  us,  which  brought 
forth  peals  of  loud  huzzas,  which  far  o’er  hills  and 
valleys  ring,  and  check  the  vulture  on  the  wing, 
who,  poised  in  air,  hung  hovering,  lo  watch  the 
strife  below.  The  river,  at  this  pass,  was  so  nar- 
row that  we  could  have  jerked  a stone  on  shore  at 
either  side,  and  the  second  fort,  half  a mile  above, 
had  already  opened  a raking  fire  upon  us — but  the 
shot  either  fell  short  or  flew  over  our  ship,  and  only 
one  struck  the  Vixen,  and  that  was  full  in  her  bow, 
but  fortunately  just  below  her  water  line;  conse- 
quently it  did  not  passthrough  her,  but  [leiietraied 
me  plank  and  lodged  in  the  limbers,  doing  but  little 
dnmage.  On  the  starboard  hand,  all  along,  the  en- 
emy, hid  in  '.he  chaparral,  kept  up  a steady  fire  of 
musketry  upon  us,  but  an  occasional  volley  from  the 
marines  drove  them  from  their  concealment.  As 
related  of  the  first  battery,  the  second  and  third 
forts  were  silenced  in  detail  by  our  Paixhan  guns; — 
and  in  regular  order,  under  a full  head  of  steam,  we 
rushed  up  to  the  anchorage  opposite  the  city  of  Tux- 
pan.  All  three  of  the  forts,  in  quick  succession, 
were  taken  possession  of  by  Uie  seamen  and  marines, 
under  their  immediate  commanding  officers,  wliohad 
landed  in  their  boats  along  the  shores  of  the  river. 
Directly  after  coming  lo  anclior,  llie  Commodore’s 
barge  was  called  away,  and  he,  with  his  staff,  pro- 
ceeded lo  the  shore  and  took  possession  of  the  oily, 
without  the  least  shadow  of  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  Subsequently  we  learned  that  Seiior 
Gen.  Don  Martin  P.  de  Cos,  Com  iiandale  of  the 
place,  had  struck  out  lor  country  quarters  some  time 
before  the  fight  was  done.  As  soon  as  the  scattered 
boats  could  be  collected  together,  the  debarkation  of 
me  marines  was  eti'ecled,  and  a battalion  of  stal- 
wart sea-soldiers,  paraded  in  the  Plaza,  thoroughly 
convincing  the  few  remaining  citizens  ol  Tu.xpan  that 
It  were  belter  to  receive  us  as  friends  than  enemies. 

'I’wo  brass  field-pieces,  drawn  and  worked  by  sea- 
men, and  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Blunt  and  Hen- 
ry R jgers,  of  the  Mississippi,  were  stationed  in  the 
Plaza;  and  with  due  ceremony  fired  a national  salute 
in  honor  of  the  victory.  Com.  Perry  eslabliitied  his 
headquarters  in  the  custom  tiouse,  one  of  the  best 
constructed  buildings  in  Uie  city.  'I'rie  mariae  of- 
ficer, with  the  guard  of  the  steam  frigate,  was  quar- 
tered on  the  ground  floor  of  the  same  building;  and 
and  Capt.  Eison,  commanding  marines  of  llie  dome 
squadron,  occupied  the  deserted  Barracks  and  an 
old  church  in  the  Plaza.  Capl.  Breese  nasbeeii  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  place,  by  tlie  commodore, 
and  here  we  have  been  lor  three  days,  wim  every- 
thing most  judiciously  arranged,  and  are  as  com.'oit- 
able  as  circumstances  will  admit  of.  Fro.ii  one  of 
the  public  stores  we  have  taken  sails,  rigging,  etc., 
that  belonged  to  the  wrecked  brig  Truxton;  and  an 
expedition  hasjust  returned  from  up  the  river,  wilh 
her  boats;  besides  schooners,  launches  ami  boats 
eaptured  Iroin  the  enemy.  Gen.  Cos’ liouse  is  hand- 
somely fitted  up  with  costly  furiiilure,  and  he  must 
have  tied  in  great  alarm,  lor  on  going  lo  his  qiiarlers 
we  found  his  bed  just  as  he  liad  turned  oulol  il,  with 
shirts,  drawers,  etc.,  strewn  about  in  most  admirable 
disorder.  On  his  table  were  tlie  remains  ol  a jollifi- 
calion — buttles  half-full  of  Cliampogiie,  Snerry  and 
Madeira,  with  Ihe  best  of  Cuhaiios  disiribuied  about 
in  all  directions.  Last  nigliL  it  was  rumored  that 
Gen.  Cos  would  bear  down  up  ii  us,  an  l give  us 
“guss,”  with  a thousand  laiieers;  and  to  prevent  liie 
calaslrophe,  we  kept  our  “liarncss  on  our  backs” 
until  dayiigtil  appeared.  llie  iiuinucr  o.  ained, 
wounded  and  uilSsiiigis  not  yet  eoiiectly  asLenain- 
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ed,  and  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  do  so  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  until  we  return  to  our  respective 
vessels.  Some  of  the  Truxton’s  guns  were  taken 
from  the  forts  and  conveyed  to  the  shipping,  and  all 
others  rendered  useless  by  the  usual  process  of  dis- 
mouniing,  spiking,  breaking  off  the  trunnions,  etc. — 
The  citizens  are  returning  to  their  homes,  and  seem 
very  willing  to  accommodate  us  in  any  way  they 
can;  but  they  are  an  unfortunate  race  of  beings,  take 
them  by  and  large,  and  we  do  not  accept  of  anything 
without  making  full  and  satisfactory  remuneration 
to  the  owners. 

Gen.  Shields— /h's  wound.  George  T.  M.  Davis,  one 
of  Gen.  Shields’  aids,  writes  to  a gentleman  in  New 
Orleans  as  follows: 

“Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  all  bis  physicians,  I 
am  rejoiced  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  assure  you  that 
he  is  not  only  in  the  land  of  the  living,  hut  that  the 
chances  are  now  all  in  his  favor  that  his  life  may  yet  be 
saved.  His  recovery  I now  regard  as  almost  certain, 
unless  some  unforeseen  change  in  his  situation  occurs. 
The  wound  is  a horrible  one,  and  it  must  be  soniolime 
before  he  v\ill  be  able  to  be  removed  to  ihe  U.  States, 
even  if  he  recovers  at  all. 

“He  was  shot  in  the  early  part  of  the  battle,  on  the 
18lh,  while  leading  the  4th  Illinoi.s  regiment  in  a charge 
upon  a battery  of  six  guns,  supported  by  a large  body 
of  lancers  and  infantry— the  -whole  being  the  extreme 
left  work  of  the  enemy  and  the  headquarters  of  Santa 
Anna,  and  the  depot  of  all  their  public  stores,  officers, 
baggage,  &c.,  &c.  Tlie  ball,  which  was  either  grape 
or  canister,  entered  the  right  breast,  about  an  inch  and 
a half  or  two  inches  below  the  nipple,  passed  through 
the  right  lobe  of  the  lung  and  out  of  the  back,  without, 
however,  doing  injury  to  the  spine.  I was  ilie  only  mem 
her  of  his  staff  near  his  person  when  he  fell,  and  had 
him  at  once  borne  from  the  field.  VVe  had  to  carry Jiini 
upwards  of  two  miles  before  I could  reach  a physician, 
and  after  succeeding  in  getting  him  there,  ihe  only  con- 
solation I received  from  them  was,  afier  examining  and 
dressing  his  wounds,  that  he  must  die.  I,  however, 
clung  to  hope,  as  long  as  there  was  life,  and  succeeding 
at  last  in  gelling  a litter,  carried  him  to  a rancho,  two 
miles  and  a half  tov\  ard  .lalapa,  where  be  still  rsniains.” 

The  pay  of  U.  S.  troops  and  volunteers.  We  learn 
that  the  United  States  government  has  given  orders  for 
the  immediate  transmission  (roin  the  east,  to  Major 
Steuart,  United  States  payrnnsler  of  this  departmeni,  ot 
about  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  it  to  be  in  gold,  chiefly  doubloons.  This,  in 
addition  lo  the  sum  now  on  deposite  with  the  sub-trea- 
surer in  St.  Louis,  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
is  lo  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  troops  now  in  New 
Mexico,  the  troops  for  that  quarter,  &c.,  &c.  Several 
paymasters  will  be  added  to  this  department,  and  a large 
sum  of  money,  say  tw'o  hundred  thousand  dollars,  will 
at  an  early  day,  be  sent  directly  to  Santa  Fe,  in  charge 
of  one  of  the  paymasters,  assigneu  to  this  command. — 
The  payment  of  those  already  in  the  service,  and  ihose 
now  preparing  to  go  there,  must  throw  a large  amount 
of  money  into  circulation  in  this  quarter. 

[67.  Louis  Rejjublican. 
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Sympathy  is  expressed  in  various  directions  for 
the  late  gallant  commander  of  the  gulf  squadron. — 
Speaking  of  the  idea  of  his  being  superceded  at  the 
moment  of  attack  of  Vera  Cruz,  by  commodore  Perry, 
the  New  Orleans  Com.  Buttletiri,  March  25th  says: — 
The  government  having  at  last  fitted  out  a sufficient 
expedition,  and  provided  means  whereby  the  navy 
may  be  enabled  to  acquire  some  glory  for  itself  in  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  we  regret  to  observe  that  some  of  our 
contemporaries  take  occasion,  clearly  without  cause, 
to  cast  some  censure  upon  the  officer  who  has  been 
so  long  in  command  of  the  gulf  squadron,  by  complain- 
ing that  more  has  not  been  done  by  him.  To  none  is 
it  better  known  than  to  the  government  itself,  that 
the  means  and  resources  supplied  to  Com.  Conner 
have  been  totally  inadequate  to  obtain  any  result  of 
glory  in  those  waters;  and  when  he  undertook  the  at- 
tack on  Alvarado,  he  did  all  that  mortal  man  could 
do.  The  little  steamer  on  which  he  was  embarked 
was  the  only  one  which  effected  a passage  across  the 
bar,  and  after  being  exposed  single  handed,  for  a con- 
siderable time  to  the  fire  from  a land  battery,  which 
it  is  wonderful  did  not  sink  him,  he  was  forced  to  a- 
bandon  what  it  would  have  been  madness  to  have 
persisted  in,  hawever  galling  it  was  to  a brave  spirit, 
and  gave  proof  to  the  country  that  he  possessed  the 
requisites  of  a naval  commander;  that  he  possessed 
iuogment  and  coolness,  rather  than  the  rash,  hothead- 
ed courage,  that  may  answer  well  in  those  serving  in 
subordinate  capacities. 

His  regular  period  of  service  ceased  a year  and  a 
half  ago,  and  yet  has  he  been  retained  in  command 
by  the  government,  with  frequent  official  expressions 
in  favor  of  the  judgmeiu,  the  skill,  and  fidelity  with 


which  he  has  carried  out  all  their  objects,  during  a 
Period  which  especially  required  the  exercise  of  these 
qualities,  and  which  to  himself,  personally,  must  have 
been  attended  with  the  most  unpleasant  tedium  and 
monotony.  Stationed  off  the  inhospitable  shores  of 
Vera  Cruz,  for  many  months  in  succession,  he  has 
scarcely  once  placed  his  foot  on  land  since  he  has 
been  in  command  of  the  squadron,  and  yet  while 
faithfully  serving  his  country  in  maintaining  a block- 
ade of  the  coast  of  Mexico,  under  the  most  disagrea- 
ble  of  all  circumstances,  there  are  some  found  who 
cannot  appreciate  unostentations  though  effective  ser- 
vices, and  are  disposed  to  find  fault  for  want  of  some- 
thing brilliant,  which  the  means  at  his  disposition  have 
not  offered  this  commander  an  opportunity  to  secure. 

We  have  seen  a letter  from  him  written  on  the 
17th  of  Feb.,  to  a gentleman  of  this  city,  wherein  he 
states  that  he  is  waiting  with  the  greatest  impatience 
for  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Scott,  and  that  he  has  no  doubt 
the  attack  will  be  successful  if  made  before  the  end 
of  the  month.  We  have  our  doubts  therefore,  wheth- 
er the  government  has  entrusted  this  attack  on  the 
Castle  to  Com.  Perry,  in  preference  to  Com.  Conner, 
from  distrust  of  the  latter;  and  we  are  not  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  government  would  be  disposed  to 
do  him  the  injustice  to  supercede  him  at  the  moment 
a glorious  and  brilliant  naval  operation  is  about  to  re- 
ward the  patient  and  prolonged  toil  and  endurance 
which  has  heretofore  unavoidably  been  connected 
with  the  service  in  the  gulf. 

On  reaching  Philadelphia,  his  native  city  city,  Com. 
Conner  v/as  warmly  welcomed,  and  invited  to  accept 
of  a public  dinner,  which  was  given  by  a number 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  ofPhiladelphia,  who 
signed  the  following  invitatiou. 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1847. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
received  with  extreme  gratification  the  intelligence  of 
the  noble  exploit  performed  by  the  United  States 
squadron,  under  your  direction,  in  successfully  land- 
ing near  Vera  Cruz,  in  asingle  day,  under  circumstan- 
ces of  peculiar  difficulty  and  peril,  the  American  ar- 
my, of  more  than  twelve  thousand  men.  They  also 
justly  appreciate  the  unceasing  and  gallant  exertions 
of  the  fleet  up  to  the  moment  when,  in  obedience  to 
the  rules  of  the  service  and  the  orders  of  your  govern- 
ment, you  transferred  the  command  to  another  dis- 
tinguished officer.  In  these  various  and  arduous  ser- 
vices your  foresight,  perseverance,  seamanship  and 
courage  have  been  such  as  to  deserve  admiration  and 
applause. 

During  the  prolonged  term  of  your  charge  of  the 
home  squadron,  the  qualities  of  unwearied  patience, 
under  severe  privations,  and  oTdetermined  energy  and 
elevated  professional  skill  in  encountering  the  dan- 
gers of  a boisterous  navigation,  have  been  apparent  to 
close  observers  of  events  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
distinguished  results,  however,  of  the  laborious  com- 
binations andwigorous  exertions  in  which  you  took  a 
prominent  and  able  part,  have  brought  into  full  relief 
the  heroic  qualities  of  our  gallant  navy,  and  exhibited 
your  position  as  a meritorious  officer  and  efficient 
commander.  On  your  return  to  your  native  State, 
after  so  long  an  absence,  it  gives  the  undersigned  sin- 
cere pleasure  to  tender  you  a cordial  welcome. 

In  compliment  to  the  important  services  rendered 
by  you,  at  the  head  of  a noble  body  of  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  the  undersigned  respectfully  invite 
you  to  a public  dinner,  and  will  be  happy  to  meet  you 
at  such  time  as  your  convenience  will  enable  you  to 
designate.  Your  friends  and  fellow  citizens. 

The  commodore  on  the 24th  after  suitably  acknowl- 
edging the  gratification  such  a testimony  afforded  of 
approbation  to  his  own  conduct  in  command  of  the 
gulf  squadron,and  of  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines  with  whom  it  had  been  his  good 
fortune  to  be  associated,  adds: 

“Although  suffering  from  the  effects  of  a long  cruise 
and  a late  severe  indisposition,  I cannot  deny  myself 
the  pleasure  of  accepting  the  compliment  offered  to 
me,  and  through  me  to  those  I have  lately  had  the 
honor  to  command,  and,  therefore,  in  compliance  with 
your  request,  will  be  happy  to  meet  you  in  the  com- 
ing fortnight  on  any  day  you  may  choose  to  appoint. 

I am  gentlemen,  with  much  consideration  and  respect 
your  obedient  servant.  D.  Conner. 

To  T.  M.  Pettit,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  Henry  Welsh,  J.  M. 
Scott,  esquires,  and  others. 

At  the  dinner,  the  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll  presi- 
ded, T.  M.  Pettit  and  J.  M.  Read,  Vice  Presidents. — 
Among  the  distinguished  guests  present  were  Vice 
President  Dallas,  Commodores  Stewart  and  Morgan, 


Mayor  Swift,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Capt.  Engle,  of  the 
Princeton,  and  several  other  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy. 

Appropriate  toasts  were  drank,  of  course.  1st  our 
country — 2d  Washington — 3d  the  president  of  the 
United  States — 4th  the  vice  president — to  which  Mr. 
Dallas  briefly  responded — 5th  the  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania— the  6th  toast  was  prefaced  by  a few  re- 
marks from  the  presiding  officer. — He  said. 

Welcome,  it  is  said,  always  smiles.  On  no  occa- 
sion should  its  smile  be  more  gracious — never  more 
directly  from  the  heart — than  this  which  we  all  de- 
light to  witness.  It  is  the  welcome  of  one  who  has 
many  claims  to  affectionate  regard.  One  of  our- 
selves, however  diffusive  are  the  influences  of  patriot- 
ism, they  are  augmented  in  his  behalf  by  the  influen- 
ces of  home.  Next  to  the  light  which  shines  around 
the  domestic  hearth,  is  the  warmth  that  glows  in  the 
bosom  "of  friendship  atlas  return  to  his  family  and 
friends. 

But  our  guest  is  a part  of  that  gallant  navy  which 
has  seldom  fought  but  to  conquer.  He  is  an  emblem 
of  its  modesty  as  well  as  its  gallantry.  Brave  in  the 
battle  and  skilful  in  the  storm,  bearing  with  him  the 
only  decorations  which  our  service  allows,  he  is  dis- 
tinguished by  honorable  scars — scars  received  in  the 

cause  of  his  country  and  in  the  moment  of  victory 

In  the  civil  department  of  the  naval  service  he'has 
been  no  less  faithful  to  his  trust.  A member  of  the 
navy  board  for  a considerable  time,  his  responsible 
duties  were  discharged  with  integrity  and  ability. — 
But  it  was  reserved  for  later  and  more  trying  services 
to  develop  a new  character  in  a new  sphere.  Assign- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  home  squadron,  his  efibrta 

have  been  employed  in  never  ceasing  watchfulness 

Without  frequent  opportunity  for  distinguishing  his 
arm  in  battle,  while  his  heart  panted  for  the  occasion 
— beset  by  superhuman  enemies,  insidious  currents, 
northern  blasts,  and  the  dangers  of  rocks  and  shosls 
— always  in  sight  of  a hostile  soil,  but  seldom  afford- 
ed an  opportunity  of  invading  it — preserving  for  the 
most  part  an  inexorable  blockade,  and  cultivating 
good  feelings  with  foreign  friendly  powers  whom  it 
was  calculated  to  annoy.  How  well  that  blockade 
was  maintained  is  obvious  in  the  result  of  a surrender 
at  discretion.  When  that  object  was  accomplished, 
two  days’  provisions  remained  in  a place  which,  but 
for  the  blockade,  was  open  for  all  the  world.  On 
the  arrival  of  a fine  army,  our  distinguished  guests 
and  his  brave  seamen  entered  cordially  into  co-ope- 
ration. The  troops  were  landed,  almost  without  a 
casualty,  and  without  a parallel.  Almost  in  the  rery 
hour  of  successful  achievement  the  naval  comman- 
der was  relieved  from  his  arduous  and  long-protract- 
ed duties.  He  acquiesced  promptly  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  government,  retired  from  his  command 
with  grace  and  dignity,  and  has  returned  to  share  his 
honors  and  greet  the  welcome  of  his  grateful  friends. 

I give  you 

6.  Our  guest.  Commodore  David  Conner:  The  in- 
trepid sailor,  the  skilful  officer;  twice  tried  in  succes- 
sive wars;  daring  and  collected  in  the  short  and  fierce 
conflicts  of  the  one,  and  accomplishing  his  arduous 
and  patriotic  duties  in  the  other  by  a brilliant  exam- 
ple of  naval  enterprise. 

The  Commodore  arose,  amid  loud  cheering,  and  ev- 
idently much  affected  by  the  warmth  and  heartiness 
of  his  reception.  He  ask^  to  return  his  sincere  thanks 
for  the  distinguished  honor  that  had  been  conferred 
upon  him.  He  felt  sensible  that  he  was  indebted 
more  to  the  kindness  of  his  friends  than  to  any  merit 
of  his  own.  Public  speaking  was  foreign  to  his  usu- 
al habits,  but  he  could  not  permit  this  occasion  to  pass 
without  the  assurance  that  he  should  ever  cherish  a 
heartfelt  recollection  of  this  testimony,  conferred  by 
so  numerous  and  distinguished  a body  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  proposed  as  a sentiment — 

Our  country:  May  her  councils  be  ever  guided  by 
wisdom  and  justice,  and  long  may  she  continue  her 
bright  career  of  glory  and  prosperity — the  admiration 
of  all  nations. 

The  7th  toast,  was  to  the  memory  of  Deeatur — 
8th  the  navy,  to  which  Commodore  Stewart  rose  to 
rempond  amid  loud  cheers.  He  thanked  the  meeting, 
in  the  name  of  the  navy — it  was  not  for  seamen  to 
make  speeches — that  belonged  to  the  members  of  the 
more  learned  professions;  and,  while  they  made 
speeches  without  going  to  sea,  the  sailor  never  made  a 
speech  until  he  was  half-seas  over. 

9th  the  army;  responded  to  by  Capt.  Reynolds — 

1 0th  Pennsylvania  volunteers  in  Mexico,  Col.  Page 
responding,  gave  a song — 11th  the  memory  of  the 
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soldiers  and  sailors  that  have  bled — 12th  Gen.  Tay- 
lor as  modest  as  he  is  brave;  as  prudent  as  he  is  for- 
tanats  ' ' ■ ' ''  ‘iilinued  demonstrations  of 

applause,)  l3th  vvouian. 

The  regular  toasts  were  succeeded  by  volunteers, 
for  which  docks  were  now  cleared.  The  first  vice 
president  (Pettit,)  gave 

The  United  States  of  America:  Strong  enough  to 
buy  an  early  peace  on  its  own  terras;  too  magnani- 
mous to  demand  conditions  to  degrade  its  enemies. — 
Generosity  is  not  incompatible  with  justice. 


LIEUT.  CHARLES  G.  HUNTER. 


the  capture  op  FLA  CO-TALPAM  AKD  ALVARADO. 
TIu  trial,  defence,  and  reprimand  of  Lieutenant  Charier 
G.  Hunter,  before  a naval  court  martial. 


CHARGES  AND  SPECIFICATIONS. 


Charges  and  specifications  preferred  by  Commodore 
M.  C.  Perry,  commander-in-chief  of  the  United 
Stales  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  against 
Lieutenant  Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  .Stales 
navy,  late  commanding  the  United  Slates  steamer 
Scourge. 

Charge  first — Treating  with  contempt  his  superior, 
being  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

Specification  first — In  that  he,  the  said  Lieutenant 
Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  States  navy,  did,  on  the 
21st  day  of  .March,  1847,  being  then  in  command  of 
the  United  Slates  steamer  Scourge,  enter  the  port  of 
Alvarado,  and  did  there  arrogate  to  himself,  (the  said 
Lieut.  Charles  G.  Hunter, )the  authority  and  power, 
that  are  vested  only  in  the  commander-in  chief,  by 
entering  into  stipulation  for  and  receiving  the  surren- 
der of  Alvarado  and  its  dependencies. 

Specification  second — In  that  the  said  Lieutenant 
Charles  G.  Hunter,  U.  S.  navy,  did  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1847,  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  Scourge  un- 
der his  command,  proceed  from  Alvarado  to  the  town 
ol  Fla-ca  talpanfi,  without  any  orders  or  authority, 
and  there  demand  the  surrender  of  the  said  town  of 
Fla-ca-ta!pam,  and  enter  into  and  sign  articles  of 
capitulation,  alihough  aware  of  the  immediate  ap- 
proach of  the  commander  in-chief,  to  whom  alone 
such  powers  are  confided — thus  treating  with  con- 
tempt the  authority  of  his  superior,  being  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duty. 

Specification  third — In  that  the  said  Lieutenant 
Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  States  navy,  did  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1847,  in  proceeding  Irom  Alva- 
rado to  Fla  ca  talpam,  capture  four  schooners,  one 
of  which  he  set  on  fire  and  burnt,  and  another  he 
abandoned,  thus  substituting  his  own  will  for  the 
discretion  of  the  commander-in-chief,  who  was  with- 
in a few  hours  reach  of  communication,  and  treat- 
ing with  contempt  the  authority  of  his  superior;  all 
of  which  is  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  contained  in  “an  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  approved, 
April  23d,  1800.” 

Charge  second — Disobedience  of  orders. 
Specification  first— In  that  he,  the  said  Lieuten- 
ant Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  States  navy,  having 
been  ordered  to  report  to  Captain  Sam.  L.  Breese, 
and  assist  in  blockading  the  port  of  Alvarado, 
did,  in  disobedience  or  disregard  of  said  orders,  en- 
ter the  harbor  and  take  possession  of  the  town  of 
Alvarado. 

Specification  second— In  that  he,  the  said  Lieuten- 
ant Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  States  navy,  having 
beeu  ordered  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  April,  1847, 
to  report  himself  in  person  to  the  commander-i.n- 
chief  at  his  quarters  in  the  town  of  Alvarado,  at  10 
o’clock  A.  M.  of  the  folio  wing  morning,  did  disobey 
said  order;  all  of  which  is  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  as  contained  in  “an  act  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
approved,  April  23d,  1800.” 

(Signed)  M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron. 


defence  of  lieutenant  hunter. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  court — I wi 
not  trouble  you  with  unnecessary  verbiage,  but  prt 
ceed  at  once  to  the  point.  My  orders  were,  (as  stal 
ed  in  the  1st  spec.  2d  charge)  to  report  to  Captai 
Breese,  and  to  assist  in  blockading  Alvarado.  1 di 
not  consider  them  (can  they  be  fairly  considered.^ 
as  forbidding  me  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  every  wa 
in  my  power,  as  modifying  in  the  slightest  deere' 
the  general  duty  of  every  officer  having  a militar 
command  in  time  of  war,  to  molest  and  cripple  tht 
way.  On  the  evening  o 
^ March,  being  sufficiently  near,  1 openei 
upon  the  fort  at  Alvarado  with  shot  and  shells  Ap 
prehensive  of  a norther,  1 stood  off  and  on  durim 
me  night,  with  a strong  breeze  and  rough  sea.  To 


wards  morning,  it  having  moderated,  I stood  close  in 
to  the  bar,  again  opened  upon  the  forts.  Shortly  af- 
terwards I discovered  livo  horsemen  upon  the  he.ich 
holding  a wnile  fl  ig,  an  a boat  crossing  the  nar  at 
the  same  time.  This  boat  brought  me  an  offer  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  to  surrender  the  city. — 
Permit  me  here  to  observe  Mr.  President,  that  as 
there  are  two  sides  to  every  question,  so  there  may 
be  two  results  to  every  affair  of  this  kind.  Alvarado 
is  now  in  our  possession;  but  let  us  suppose  that  it 
was  not  to  be;  that  we  had  been  foiled  a third  time 
in  our  efforts  to  take  it.  What  would  have  been  my 
position,  I say,  if  1,  having  refused  the  offer  of  the 
town  when  the  authorities  were  ready  to  yield  it — 
the  American  forces  had  been  a third  time  bafflad  in 
their  efforts  to  capture  il.>  Mr.  President,  the  worst 
that  can  now  befall  me,  is  a trifle  to  the  infamy  and 
disgrace  which  would  have  remained  attached  to  my 
name,  perhaps,  long  after  I was  in  the  grave. 

If  you,  Mr.  President,  (or  any  member  of  this 
honorable  court,)  will  fancy  yourselves  in  my  place 
when  the  offer  of  capitulation  reached  me,  I think 
that  you  must  perceive  that  it  placed  me  in  a diffi- 
cult, a most  embarrassing  position — one  that  might 
have  got  a much  more  experienced  officer  than  my- 
self into  trouble.  1 had  to  decide  upon  the  diso- 
beying of  my  orders  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  pos- 
sible consequences  which  oiy  refusal  to  lake  such  a 
responsibility  might  lead  to  on  the  other.  I had 
to  decide  between  two  courses — the  one  leading  to 
present  personal  safely,  and  possibility  of  future  in 
famy;  the  other  to  some  personal  risk,  perhaps,  but 
by  which  the  honor  of  the  navy  and  my  honor,  at 
least,  were  safe.  I have  stated  thus  the  view  which 
I took  of  my  position,  and  the  motives  on  which 
my  actions  were  founded.  I will  not  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  under  similar  circumstances  you  would 
have  taken  a similar  view  of  your  position;  but  1 
think  I may  say,  without  the  danger  of  dissent  here 
or  elsewhere,  that  taking  the  same  view  I did,  that 
you,  or  any  other  member  of  this  honorable  court, 
would  have  done  just  what  I did. 

My  summons  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  “Al- 
varado,” was  not  made  until  the  authorities  hesilat 
ing  to  sign  the  articles  of  capitulation, — I thought 
myself  entrapped;  when  it  became  necessary  to  use 
strong  measures  and  strong  language.  Upon  the  re 
ception  of  that  summons,  they  signed  the  articles, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
I took  possession  of  “Alvarado”  and  its  dependen- 
cies. Shortly  afterwards,  I learned  that  after  our 
attack  the  evening  previous,  the  garrison  had  fired 
the  public  vessels,  spiked  and  buried  their  guns, 
placed  a large  quantity  of  government  property, 
chiefly  munitions  of  v'’ar,  on  board  of  several  small 
vessels,  and  were  proceeding  up  the  river  in  the  di- 
rection of  (he  city  of  “Fla-ca-Talpam.”  I followed, 
as  I conceived  it  to  he  my  duty,  and  captured  one  of 
them  loaded  with  arms,  &c.  that  got  ashore,  and 
burned  her  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Another,  worthless  to  ourselves  or  the 
enemy,  and  abandoned,  and  two  others,  I brought  to 
“Alvarado.”  The  pursuit  of  these  vessels  brought 
me  to  the  city  of  “ Fla-ca-Talpam,”  where  I arrived 
about  2 o’clock  in  Uie  morning;  trusting  to  the  sud- 
denness of  the  attack,  I ordered  the  junta  to  assem- 
ble, and  demanded  within  thirty  minutes  an  entire 
and  unconditional  suirender,  and  my  demands  were 
complied  with.  1 contend  Mr.  President,  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  court,  that  all  that  happened  after  the 
capitulation  of  Alvarado,  followed  as  a natural  and 
necessary  consequence  (not,  however,  foreseen  by 
me)  when  1 first  accepted  of  their  offer  to  surren- 
der. 1 contend  that  my  error  consisted  in  the  ori- 
ginal disobedience  of  my  orders  (which,  from  what 
1 have  since  learned,  1 regret,)  and  that  what  1 did 
afterwards,  I was  in  a great  measure  obliged  to  do. 
Knowing  that  several  small  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
laden  with  military  stores  were  within  my  reach, 
could  1 doubt  that  it  was  my  duly  to  destroy  or  cap- 
ture them?  Seeing,  from  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
at  Alvarado,  that  a panic  prevailed  among  them, 
and  that  there  was  a prospect  of  success,  1 demand- 
ed the  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of 
Fla-ca-Talpam.  1 contend  that  the  two  acts  follow- 
ed as  a neces.'ary  consequence  to  my  first  disobedi- 
ence of  orders.  Ol  llie  motives  that  led  to  that  step, 

! have  made  an  honest  exposition  to  the  court,  and 
] hope  that  you  will  consider  them,  tjgeiher  with 
the  difficulties  of  my  position,  and  my  want  of  ex- 
perience in  such  matters,  as  some  palliation  of  mv 
lault.  ^ 

1 regret  ray  error  apart  from  the  trouble  it  has 
brought  upon  me.  ] regret  it,  because  it  has  given 
ollence  lo  the  commander-in-chief.  (I  speak  ironi 
rumor  only — 1 liave  no  certain  knowledge  of  llie 
lact,)  as  1 have  heard  there  was  an  understanding 
between  the  coniinamJcr-i.n-chief  and  the  command- 
ing general  ashore,  that  Uiere  was  to  be  a combined 
altack  made  by  the  sunadruD  and  array,  on  these 


places:  it  might  thus  seem  that  I had  sought  to  rob 
of  its  just  participation  in  this  affair  that  arm  of  the 
service  which  in  the  progress  of  this  war,  has  ac- 
quired for  itself  and  for  our  country,  so  much  honor 
and  glory.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  my  in- 
tentions— I knew  nolh  ng  of  any  such  understand- 
ing. One  or  two  matters  remain  lo  be  touched 
upon.  1 am  charged  in  the  two  1st  spec,  of  the  1st 
charge,  with  arrogating  to  myself  the  powers  of 
commander-in-chief,  in  signing  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, &.C.  although  aware  of  the  immediate  approach 
of  the  commander-in-chief.  In  regard  to  the  first, 
my  error  was  one  of  simple  ignorance.  I knew  that 
I had  obtained  possession  of  these  places,  and  meant 
of  course  to  hand  them  over  to  the  first  senior  officer 
that  might  approach;  but  I had  not  the  remotest  in- 
tention of  exercising  any  of  the  powers  of  comman- 
der in  chief.  I knew,  or  perhaps  I should  rather 
say,  had  reason  to  believe,  that  the  commander  in 
chief  would  arrive  in  a short  lime;  but ! did  not  know 
precisely  when,  still  less  did  1 knd“w  that  he  was 
nearer  than  Vera  Cruz. 

In  the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge, 
I am  charged  w ith  hav.ng  disobeyed  an  order  to  call 
at  a specified  time  at  the  commander  in  chief’s  quar- 
ters. 

Gentlemen,  I was  so  absorbed  at  the  difficulties 
that  surrounded  me,  that  his  order  to  me  to  report 
myself,  entirely  escaped  my  recollection, — this  may 
seem  a lame  excuse,  but  it  has  at  least  the  merit  of 
truth.  But,  Mr.  President,  none  of  us  are  entirely 
free  from  occasional  acts  of  forgetfulness;  the  honor- 
able member  yesterday  who  gave  in  his  testimony, 
made  a mistake,  and  I must  say  that  the  confidence 
with  which  I leave  my  case  in  his  hands  has  been 
increased  by  toe  handsome  manner  in  which  he  cor- 
rected his  error  when  reminded  of  it. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  rourl,  I have 
been  much  mortified  and  excited,  by  the  many  and 
numerous  difficulties  that  surround  me.  I have  aim- 
ed at  nothing  but  the  glory  of  my  country — the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  service  to  which  l.belong.  I leave 
my  case  with  perfect  confidence  in  your  hands. 

C.  G.  HUNTER,  Lieut.  Comdg. 

FINDING  AND  SENTENCE  OP  THE  COURT. 

The  first  specification  of  (he  first  charge  proved. 
The  second  specification  of  the  first  charge  proved. 
The  third  specification  of  the  first  charge  proved. 

And  the  accused  guilty  of  the  first  cliarge. 

The  first  specification  of  llie  second  charge  not 
proved,  of  the  accused  not  having  reported  himself 
in  person  lo  Capt.  Sauiuel  L.  Breese,  according  to 
his  orders;  but  proved  that  the  accused  entered  "the 
harbor  of  Alvarado,  instead  of  assisting  in  blockad- 
ing that  part. 

The  second  specification  of  the  second  charge 
proved,  and  the  accused  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 
1 he  court  then,  upon  due  deliberation  upon  the  above 
finding,  pronounced  the  following  sentence: 

That  the  accused.  Lieutenant  Charles  G.  Hunter 
United  Slates  navy,  be  dismissed  from  the  United 
Slates  home  squadron,  and  reprimanded  by  the  com- 
mander in  chiel,  w hich  reprimand  is  lo  be  read  on 
the  quarter  deck  of  every  vessel  of  the  squadron 
in  Ihe  presence  of  the  officers  and  crew.  ’ 

The  above  is  a true  copy  irom  the  records  of  the 
cou;t.  (Signed,) 

j.  BRYAN,  Judge  Advocate. 

THE  REPRIMAND  OF  COMMODORE  REPLY. 

United  States  flag  ship  Mississippi, 
’■dnton  Lizardo,  Jipril  9,  1847. 

Sir:  I enclose  herewith  the  findings  and  sen- 
tence of  the  court  martial,  convened  on  ihe  7th  in- 
stant, for  your  trial,  which  imposes  uptri  me  lha 
task  of  expressing,  in  tiie  form  of  reprimand,  my 
opinion  ol  your  conduct  as  proved  before  the  court 
martial. 

However  lenient  the  sentence  in  your  case  may 
seem  to  be,  I have  approved  it,  as  I can  conceive  of 
no  punidiment  more  severe  than  a dismissal  in  time 
ol  war  from  a squadron  actively  engaged  before 
the  enemy.  The  sentence  while  it  condemns  in  a 
most  signal  maimer,  yuur  conduct  cuts  you  off 
Irom  further  association  in  this  squadron,  with 
men  whose  paiient  emluraiice  of  Uie  most  try- 
ing duties,  and  whose  character  for  coura-e  obeui- 
ericc,  and  subordinalio:i,  have  won  my  highest  ao- 
prubalioti.  o p 

how  different  has  been  your  course?  Scarcely  a 
day  on  the  station,  and  you  disobey  orders,  arrogate 
to  yourself  the  duties  belonging  to  a commander  ia 
chief,  talk  of  opening  upon  the  town,  and  of  order- 
ing Ihe  troops  lo  advance  when  you  liad  but  one  gun 
and  not  a solitary  soldier,  and  “all  for  the  purpose’’ 
(as  you  say,)  “of  securing  an  unmolesled  entrance  of 
llie  squadron  into  the  river.” 

It  would  be  difficult,  i(  not  impossible,  to  point  to 
another  inslarice  of  similai'  folly,  and  liie  most  ctia- 
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rilable  construction  that  can  be  given  to  it,  is — that 
in  the  elation  of  a first  command,  you  had  truly  im- 
agined yourself  actually  in  command,  of  the  naval 
and  military  detachments  then  approaching  and  with- 
in a short  distance  of  the  scene  of  your  exploits. 

With  due  respect, 

(Signed)  M.  C.  PERRY, 

Commander  in  chief  of  home  squadron. 


To  Lieutenant  Charles  G.  Hunter,  United  States 
navy. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  TOUR. 


The  reception  of  Mr.  Webster  at  the  principal 
cities  along  the  line  of  his  contemplated  tour,  is 
equally  honorable  to  him,  as  an  American  statesman, 
and  to  those  who  exhibit  on  this  occason  so  favora- 
ble and  accurate  a proof  of  the  American  charac- 
ter. 

RECEPTION  AT  RICHMOND. 

We  had  placed  the  account  of  the  reception  of 
Mr.  Webster  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  speech 
he  there  delivered  in  hand  for  insertion,  but  as  we 
had  not  room  for  both,  we  withdrew  that  account,  in 
order  to  give  room  to  the  proceedings  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  which,  as  headquarters  of  southern  feeling 
and  of  southern  doctrines,  will  be  looked  for  with 
more  interest,  on  the  reception  of  so  distinguished  a 
northern  champion. 

Of  the  reception  of  Mr.  Webster  at  Richmond,  it 
is  proper  that  we  should  register  one  unpleasant  in- 
cident. 

The  Richmond  Times,  expresses  regret  “that 
more  gentlemen  of  the  democratic  persuasion  did 
not,  like  Mr.  Patton,  join  in  this  honorable  tribute’’ 
to  an  American  statesman.’’  (Mr.  Patton  was  an  in- 
vited guest  and  a member  of  the  executive  council.) 
The  Enquirer  assigns  as  a reason  for  the  non-attend- 
ance of  others  of  the  administration  party,  the  im- 
pression which  prevailed  that  the  dinner  was  to 
have  a party  bearing.  What  tended  to  increase  that 
impression  was,  the  rumor  that  the  committee  had 
formally  resolved  not  to  invite  ex  President  Tyler, 
who  had  come  up  to  the  city  with  the  express  inten 
tion  of  welcoming  Mr.  Webster.  Many  leading 
whigs  had  publicly  said,  that  if  Mr.  Tyler  was  in- 
vited, they  would  not  attend  the  dinner.  “Others 
thought  differently,”  we  learn,  “says  the  Enquirer, 
and  from  this  cause,  we  doubt  not,  the  number  who 
joined  in  the  dinner  was  small.” 

At  the  Webster  dinner  in  Richmond,  the  follow- 
ing beautiful  sentiment  was  given; 

“The  Stales  of  the  Union! — Distinct,  like  the  bil- 
lows, but  one,  like  the  Sea.” 

MR.  WEBSTER  AT  CH.ARLESTON,  S.  C. 

No  apology  is  required  for  occupying  space  to 
exhibit  an  illustration  of  our  “republican  institu 
tions,”  such  as  the  following  affords.  If  ouv  form 
of  government  is  an  enigma  to  foreigners,  that  so  few 
of  them  can  comprehend  its  workings,  it  is  likely 
they  will  be  still  more  puzzled  to  conceive  by  what 
process  a republican  people  are  capable  of  achiev- 
ing a political,  a moral  triumph,  and  to  which  appa- 
rently the  most  inveterate  prejudices  are  yielded. — 
As  has  been  truly  remaiked  by  the  Richmond 
Whig: 

“Heretofore  we  have  seen  party  assemblages  con- 
vened to  do  honor  to  party  favorites,  or  to  men  in 
high  station;  but  on  this  occasion,  we  see  gentlemen 
holding  directly  antagonistical  opinions  uniting  to  do 
honor  to  a citizen  of  the  republic,  whose  claim  upon 
their  courtesy  and  hospitality  is  founded  exclusively 
upon  his  lofty  intellectual  endowments,  employed, 
as  they  have  been,  through  a long  series  of  years, 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  During  that  period, 
taking  necessarily  a leading  part  in  the  deliberations 
and  debates  of'congress,  he  has  often  been  thrown 
in  direct  collision  with  the  opinions  of  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  upon  ques- 
tions of  the  most  intense  interest — questions  not  only 
of  temporary  policy,  but  involving  principles  of  con- 
stitutional construction,  as  abiding  as  that  instru- 
ment itself,  and  which  must  exert  an  influence  upon 
the  action  of  the  government  as  long  as  that  “more 
perfect  Union,”  which  the  constitution  was  intended 
to  secure  and  to  perpetuate, shall  endure.  And  yet, 
in  de.=  pite  of  these  diti'erenees  of  opinion,  superadded 
To  those  unfortunate  causes  of  sectional  exaspera- 
tion which  have  more  than  once  arisen  between 
South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  we  see  the  most 
honored  son  of  the  latter  received  by  the  citizens  of 
the  former,  with  a cordiality,  and  entertained  with 
a hospitality,  as  generous  and  unstinted,  as  though 
no  such  controversies  had  ever  arisen.  Can  it  be 
otherwise  than  that  such  exhibitions  will  seive  bolli 
to  riTligate  the  aspeiities  of  party  feeling,  and  to 
break  down  the  mountain  barriers  of  sectional  pre- 
judice.”’ 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND  SOCIETY  OF  CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 

This  association  tendered  to  .Mr.  Webster  an  in- 
vitation to  partake  of  “a  family  dinner”  with  its 
members,  during  his  sojourn  in  the  city,  which  was 
accepted.  The  Charleston  Courier  furnishes  an  ac- 
count of  the  entertainment,  which  fills  several  co- 
lumns of  that  paper.  Amongst  the  guests  present 
were  General  James  Hamilton,  F.  H.  Elmore,  H. 
Barnwell  Rhett,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  M.  Hall  McAllis- 
ter, (of  Georgia,)  James  L.  Petigrii,  Ker  Boyce, 
Attorney  General  Bailey,  Judge  O’Neal,  and  many 
of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  and  jurists  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  dinner  being  duly  “discussed,”  the  intellec- 
tual repast  was  commenced  by  some  eloquent  re- 
marks from  one  of  the  vice  presidents,  Benjamin  F. 
Hunt,  Esq.,  who  concluded  by  olfering  the  following 
sentiment: 

“Our  Guest:  He  has  a heart  big  enough  to  com 
prehend  his  whole  country — a head  wise  enough  to 
discern  her  best  interests — we  cheer  him  on  his  way 
to  view  her  in  all  her  various  aspects,  well  assured 
that  the  more  he  sees  of  her,  the  better  he  will  like  ; 
her.” 

The  remarks  and  sentiment  were  loudly  and  re- 
peatedly cheered.  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  respond- 
ed, says  the  Courier,  “in  a strain  of  rich  and  thrill- 
ing eloquence.”  He  concluded  by  offering: 

"The  people  of  South  Carolina:  Distinguished  for 
their  hospitality  and  high  social  virtues,  as  much  so 
as  for  the  great  names,  which,  in  past  times,  and  also 
in  later  times,  they  have  given  to  the  public  service 
of  the  country.” 

DANIEL  WEBSTER  AND  GEN.  JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Mr.  Webster  then,  after  a few  introductory  re- 
marks, complimentary  to  General  Hamilton,  with 
whom  he  had  served  many  years  since  in  the  nation- 
al councils,  and  to  whose  gallantry,  vigor,  and  cour- 
tesy in  debate  he  took  pleasure  in  bearing  testimo- 
ny, proposed  “the  health  of  Gen.  Hamilton,”  which 
was  received  with  three  loud  and  enthusiastic  cheers, 
Gen.  Hamilton  responded  in  his  usual  felicitious 
manner.  After  expressing  his  gratification  that  he 
was  fortunate  enough,  while  on  an  accidental  visit 
to  Charleston,  to  unite  with  his  fellow  citizens  in 
paying  a tribute  “to  the  distinguished  genius  and  esti- 
mable private  worth  of  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts,” and  a brief  allusion  to  their  encounters  on 
the  floor  of  congress,  in  which  he  “had  often  witness- 
ed and  sometimes  felt  his  extraordinary  vigor  in 
debate,”  Gen.  H.  related  the  following  interesting 
and  “cherished  tradition”  in  his  family: 

MASSACAUSETTS  AND  SOUTH  CAROLINA — THE  DAWN  OF 
THE  REVOLUTION. 

“When  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  and  John 
Adams  determined  to  resist  the  oppressions  of  the 
mother  country,  they  sent  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  (than 
whom  a more  gallant  and  accomplished  spirit 
our  revolution  did  not  produce)  to  South  Carolina, 
to  obtain  the  support  of  this  Cavalier  and  Huguenot 
colony,  the  very  pet  of  the  British  crown,  to  stand 
by  them  in  the  coming  struggle.  The  first  person  to 
whom  Mr.  Quincy  called,  was  my  grandfather,  Tho- 
mas Lynch,  Sen.,  who,  with  a princely  fortune,  had 
staked  everything  from  the  jump  in  the  glorious 
contest,  and  who,  as  early  as  the  first  congress  after 
the  passage  of  the  stamp  act,  wrote  and  reported  as 
a delegate  from  South  Carolina  one  of  the  addresses 
of  the  colonies  to  the  imperial  parliament.  Mr. 
Quincy,  coming  by  land  from  Boston,  drove  up  to 
my  grandfather’s  residence  on  South  Santee,  then 
and  now  called  Peaeh  Tree.  After  communicating 
his  mission,  which  met  with  the  warm  concurrence 
of  my  distinguished  relative,  they  both  instantly 
started  for  Charleston,  and  in  the  house  of  Miles 
Brewton,  (the  late  residence  of  the  late  Col.  Wm. 
Alston  in  King  street,)  then  an  opulent  and  patriotic 
merchant,  whose  wealih  greatly  depended  on  peace 
with  England,  met  John  Rutledge,  Christopher  Gads- 
den, Miles  Brewton,  and  the  other  patriots  of  South 
Carolina,  and  there  was  concocted  the  grand  scheme 
of  colonial  resistance — which  was  afterwards  ut- 
teied  in  the  war  shout  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  re-echoed 
in  thunders  from  our  own  Palmetto  Fort  on  the  18th 
June  following. 

“1  glory  that  my  noble  old  ancestor  thus  received 
the  young  Boston  emissary  and  rebel.  I would  ra- 
ther have  sprung  as  1 have  sprung  fiom  his  loins, 
than  that  all  the  blood  of  all  the  Howards  should 
flow  in  my  veins. 

‘T  ask,  then,  our  distinguished  guest,  whether 
Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina  ought  not  ever  to 
be  indissolubly  united?  Fast  friends,  then,  in  the 
hour  of  utmost  need,  may  they  never  be  irreconcila- 
ble adversaiies  in  the  hour  ot  the  utmost  exaspera- 
tion.” 

The  general  then  adverted  to  the  fact,  that,  al- 
though born  111  South  Carolina,  he  was  educated  in 
I Massachusetts,  under  the  parent-al  guidance  of  a 


gifted  clergyman,  “who  has  gone  to  his  bright  and 
early  adjusted  account,”  and  to  whose  memory  he 
paid  a feeling  tribute.  “Next  to  my  own  native 
land,  (said  he,)  I perhaps  love  old  Massachusetts 
for  next  to  those  who  give  us  life',  vve  ought  to  love 
those  who  nurture  us.” 

THE  MEMORY  OF  ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE. 

After  alluding,  in  terms  alike  complimentary  to 
the  living  aiid  the  dead,  to  the  celebrated  discussion 
between  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Hayne,  on  Foots’  re- 
solutions, Gen.  H.  concluded  by  offering  a toast  to 
the  memory  of  his  deceased  friend: 

"The  memory  of  Robert  Y.  Hayne:  A champion 
worthy  to  have  contended  with  Daniel  Webster,  and 
to  have  borne  on  high  the  glorious  banner  of  our 
state.” 

This  toast  having  been  received  standing  and  in 
silence,  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said: 

“The  gentleman  has  anticipated  me  in  the  tribute 
he  has  paid  to  the  memory  of  his  friend,  and  what  I 
intended  to  say  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  I cor- 
dially concur,  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart,  in 
every  sentiment  he  has  so  eloquently  and  feelingly 
uttered.  If  it  was  my  fortune  to  be  opposed  to 
that  gentleman  in  debate,  on  an  important  national 
question,  it  only  gave  me  a better  opportunity  of 
recognizing  his  very  eminent  ability,  which  was  not 
even  surpassed  by  his  gentlemanly  accomplishments. 
I am  happy  in  this  assembly  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  bearing  testimoney  to  his  elevated  patriotism,  his 
high  honor,  and  incorruptible  integrity.  No  one  out 
of  the  circle  of  bis  immediate  relatives  and  friends 
more  sincerely  sympathized  in  the  great  public  loss 
that  his  death  occasioned.  With  this  appreciation 
we  can  then  well  afford  to  offer  another  tribute  to 
his  distinguished  worth.  I will  give  you 

"The  memory  of  Robert  Y.  Hayne:  A gentleman  of 
courteous  and  polished  manners,  of  irreproachable 
life,  a lawyer  of  distinction  and  eminence,  a states- 
man of  ability  and  talent,  and  a highly  favored  son 
of  his  native  state.” 

Col.  Elmore,  Judge  O’Neal,  Mr.  Holmes,  Judge 
Gilchrist,  Mr.  Petigru,  Mr.  McAllister,  Attorney 
General  Bailey,  and  others,  in  reply  to  complimen- 
tary toasts,  successively  addressed  the  meeting.  Mr. 
Hnl  mes  gave  the  following  sentiment: 

“JVeiu  England — Justly  celebrated  for  her  many 
productions — the  roost  valuable  of  which  are  her 
sons,  with  intellects  as  strong  as  her  granite,  and 
clear  as  her  ice.” 

Mr.  McAllister  gave  the  following: 

"The  bright  sisterhood  of  our  states — ^^Those  whom 
God  by  his  wisdom  has  joined  together,  let  no  man 
dare  to  put  asunder.” 

CONVIVIAL  pleasantry. 

After  Mr.  Bailey  had  finished  speaking,  Mr.  V/eb- 
sler  again  rose,  and,  amidst  roars  of  laughter  and 
perfect  ecsiaciesof  delight  in  his  hearers,  spoke  play- 
fully in  substance  as  follows: 

“1  come  to  the  south,  to  gratify  a reasonable  curi- 
osity, to  see  the  people,  and  the  country,  and  to 
meet  with  those  personal  friends  whose  acquain- 
tance I have  had  the  pleasure  to  make  in  public  life, 
or  in  private  circles  at  the  north.  Of  course,  1 think 
of  no  such  thing  as  political  discussion,  or  any  allu- 
sion to  subjects  in  regard  to  which  I am  known  to 
entertain  opinions  different  from  such  as  are  ern- 
braced  by  those  who  so  kindly  receive  and  entertain 
me.  It  is  no  part  of  iny  purpose  to  make  proselytes 
to  my  own  opinions.  Indeed,  in  the  midst  of  the 
liberality,  hospitality,  and  intelligence  of  the  south, 

1 shall  do  well,  if  I escape  from  being  proselyted 
myself.  In  inviting  me  to  meet  them  in  public,  my 
fellow  citizens  frequently  remark,  that  they  tender 
their  civilities,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of 
known  difierences  on  political  questions.  This  is 
very  proper,  and  naturally  heightens  the  pereonal 
respect  which  they  wish  to  extend  to  me.  But  1 
should  be  greatly  mortified  it  it  were,  any  where, 
thought  necessary  to  make  such  a suggestion,  by  way 
of  caution,  against  the  indiscreet  introduction  of 
political  topics.  The  circles  of  social  intercourse 
are,  of  course,  closed  against  discussion  and  debate, 
and  I should  be  ashamed  to  be  thought  capable  of 
obtruding  my  own  political  opinions  on  those  who 
surround  me,  on  such  occasions. 

“Gentlemen,  allow  me  to  tell  you  of  an  incident. 
At  Raleigh,  a gentleman  purposing  to  call  on  me, 
asked  his  son,  a little  lad,  if  he  did  not  wish  to  go 
and  see  Mr.  Webster.  The  boy  answered,  'is  it  that 
Mr.  Webster  who  made  the  spelling  book — and  sets 
me  so  many  hard  lessons? — it  that  is  the  man,l  never 
want  to  see  him  as  long  as  I live.’ 

“Now,  gentlemen,  I am  that  Mr.  Webster  who 
hold  sentiments,  on  some  subjects,  not  altogether 
acceptable,  1 am  sorry  to  say,  to  some  portions  of 
ihe  south.  But  I set  1.0  icssoiis.  1 make  no  spelling 
books,  if  I sjjel!  out  some  parts  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  in  a manner  uifl'erent  Irom  that 
practised  by  others,  1 readily  concede,  nevertheless, 
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to  all  others,  a right  to  disclaim  my  spelling  and 
adopt  an  orthography  more  suitable  to  their  own 
opinions,  leaving  all  to  that  general  public  judgment, 
to  which  we  must,  in  the  end,  all  submit.” 

Mr.  Webster  then  touchingly  and  feelingly  took 
leave  of  the  company;  and,  as  he  was  retiring,  Gen. 
Hamilton  rose  and  remarked,  that,  although  their 
estimable  guest  had  refused  to  publish  any  spelling 
book  or  easy  lessons  for  young  beginners,  yet,  on 
that  gentleman’s  departure,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  offering  the  following  toast: 

“Here  is  to  the  agreeable  schoolmaster — who  sets 
no  lessons.” 

Richaid  Yeadon,  Esq.,  having  been  called  on, 
rose,  and  referred  in  an  eloquent  manner  to  the  pub- 
lic services  and  the  intellectual  greatness  of  their 
guest,  whose  reputation  and  fame  he  claimed  as  the 
common  property  of  the  nation,  and  added: 

“There  was  one  particular,  too,  in  which,  as  a 
Carolinian  and  a southron,  he  felt  more  than  com- 
monly proud  to  do  grateful  honor  to  Daniel  Web 
ster.  In  his  own  Massachusetts  and  in  the  congress 
of  the  Union,  he  had  boldly  and  patriotically  re- 
buked the  mad  spirit  of  fanaticism,  that,  under  the 
banner  of  false  philanthropy,  would  preach  a cru- 
sade against  southern  rights  and  institutions,  and 
stab  to  the  heart  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  nay,  the 
very  existence  of  the  south.  It  was  gratifying  also 
to  recall  the  fact  that,  in  the  year  IS40,  in  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Old  Dominion,  under  the  ‘October  sun’  of 
a Virginia  sky — he  (Mr.  W.)  had  given  utterance 
‘before  his  entire  country,’  to  the  just,  patriotic,  and 
constilutinval  senlimeiit — and  committed  it  ‘to  the 
wings  of  all  the  winds,’  to  be  borne  to  every  human 
oar,  whether  of  friend  or  foe,  of  north  or  south, ‘on 
all  the  responsibility  that  belonged  to  him’ — that 
there  is  no  power,  direct  or  indirect,  in  congress  or  the 
gtnirttl  government,  to  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  the  institutions  of  the  south.'  He  proclaimed  that 
we  of  the  north  and  south  weie  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — united  only  for  purposes  of  common  de- 
fence, common  interests,  and  common  welfare,  but 
separate  and  independent  in  every  thing  connected 
with  their  domestic  relations  and  private  concerns. 
Honor  to  the  man  who  upholds  the  constitution  as  the 
bond  of  our  Union,  and  as  the  aegis  of  protection 
and  the  bulwark  of  defence,  to  the  separate  inter- 
ests and  Institutions  of  each  and  all  of  our.  United 
States.  He  could  not  conclude,  said  Mr.  Y..  without 
expressing  his  delight  also  at  beholding  his  own  na- 
tive state  thus  extending  welcome  and  courtesy  to 
Massachusetts,  the  mother  of  industry,  enterprize, 
and  refinement,  in  the  person  of  her  illustrious  se- 
nator— it  was  fitting  that  old  -Massachusetts,  she  that 
had  rocked  the  cradle  of  the  revolution  at  Lexing- 
ton and  Bunker  Hill,  should  be  thus  met  with  old 
affeciioii  and  ‘time-honored’  hospitality  by  South 
Carolina,  which  bad  not  sung  the  luliaby  of  our 
young  independence,  but  tuned  its  infant  ear  to 
other  and  different  music,  the  thunder  of  Fort  Sulli- 
van. He  gave  as  a sentiment: 

“The  reception  of  Mr.  Webster  in  Charleston:  The 
old  Palmetto  Fort  exchanging  a friendly  salute  with 
Bunker  Hill.” 

ARRIVAL  OF  MR.  WEBSTER  AT  CHARLESTON. 

A nieeting  of  the  citizens  was  called  by  the  mayor, 
and  a committee  was  appointed  to  receive  and  wel- 
co.ue  Mr.  Webster  to  the  city. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury,  May  8th. 

The  hon.  Daniel  Webster,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Webster  and  Miss  Seaton,  daughter  of  the  mayor  of 
Washington  city,  arrived  in  the  Vandeibilt  yester- 
day morning,  from  Wilmington. 

At  12  o’clock,  the  committee  of  reception  waited 
upon  Mr.  Webster,  at  his  lodgings,  at  the  Charleston 
Hotel.  Having  rep.aired  to  the  balcony,  in  view  and 
within  hearing  of  a large  concourse  of  citizens  in 
front  of  the  hotel.  Col.  Elmore,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  addressed  Mr.  Webster  in  the  following 
terms: 

Sir:  As  representatives  of  our  fellow  citizens  of 
Charleston,  we  wait  upon  you  to  tender  their  wel- 
come and  good  wishes.  Having  heard  that  it  was 
your  intention  to  pass  through  their  city,  in  a tour 
through  the  southern  states,  undertaken  to  procure, 
by  personal  observation,  a belter  knowledge  of  their 
people,  pursuits,  and  interests,  the  citizens  of  Charles- 
ton, laying  aside  all  differences  of  political  opinion, 
in  a common  desire  to  further  your  wishes,  and  to 
render  your  visit  agreeable,  assembled  and  unani- 
mously delegated  to  us  the  pleasing  duty  of  express- 
ing to  you  the  great  satisfaction  they  experience  in 
llius  meeting  you  in  their  homes.  Although  they 
well  know  mere  are  essential  differences  of  opinion 
between  a great  majority  of  them  and  yourself  and 
the  great  commonwealth  o(  which  you  are  the  trust- 
ed and  distinguished  representative  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  yet,  on  this  occasion  they  remember 
with  far  more  pleasure,  that,  whilst  at  the  head  ol 


the  state  department  you  watched  with  fidelity  over 
other  sp'-lions  of  itir  Union,  the  south  was  not  ne- 
glected, but  her  interests  and  her  nglits  found  in  you 
an  able  and  impartial  vindicator;  and  that  yon  made, 
amongst  other  public  services,  great  and  successlul 
efforts  to  preserve  our  relations  in  peace  and  harmo- 
ny with  the  most  free  and  powerful  nation  of  the 
old  world;  and  that,  while  you  served  the  general 
cause  of  humanity  and  civilization  in  so  doing,  you 
at  the  same  time  sustained  the  honor  and  promoted 
the  best  interests  of  our  common  country.  They 
remember,  too,  that  Massachusetts  also  is  one  ol  the 
old  thirteen,  that  she  was  the  leader  in  the  struggles 
of  the  revolution,  and  that  she,  amid  common  trials 
and  dangers,  with  our  own  slate,  won  our  common 
heritage  of  freedom  and  a common  stock  of  glory. 
They  feel  also  that  in  these  grateful  reminiscences, 
ive  should  be  bound  up  in  a common  love  for  each 
other,  and  in  an  unalterable  determination  to  honor, 
maintain,  and  respect  the  rights,  welfare,  and  feel 
ings  of  each.  They  hoped  to  see  these  tendencies 
cherished  and  these  lies  strengthened.  Events  like 
this  now  transpiring  with  us,  conduce  happily  to 
such  results.  The  influence  of  public  men  is  a 
powerful  agency,  and  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted, 
that,  of  American  statesmen,  whose  enlarged  and 
liberal  minds  make  their  opinions  authority,  and 
best  qualify  them  to  understand  their  characters  and 
to  do  them  justice  m their  own,  so  few  travel  into 
other  sections,  and  make  themselves  personally  ac- 
quainted with,  and  known  to  their  distant  country- 
men. In  such  intercourse,  and  hi  the  interchange 
of  courtesies  and  opinions,  prejudices  disappear, 
mi.'judginents  are  corrected,  and  a just  appreciation 
of  each  other  is  created,  leading  to  cordiality  in  feel- 
ing, harmony  in  public  measures  and  eminently  con- 
ducing to  their  common  prosperity  and  welfare. 

Entertaining  these  views,  our  constituents  heard 
of  the  intention  and  objects  of  your  visit  to  the 
south,  with  unmixed  satisfaction.  They  are  happy 
in  the  opportunity  of  expressing  these  sentiments  to 
you  sir,  especially.  They  welcome  you  with  the 
frankness  and  cordiality  due  to  your  high  station,  to 
your  representative  character,  and  to  your  eminent 
abilities.  And  they  will  not  on  this  occasion  with- 
hold the  expression  of  hopes  which  they  warmly 
cherish,  that  .Massachusetts  will  see  in  all  she  does, 
that,  while  South  Carolina  may  not  forbear  the 
maintenance  of  her  own  rights  with  decision,  she 
still  entertains  for  your  great  slate  all  the  kindness 
and  affection  due  to  a sister,  illustrious  for  her  great 
virtues,  her  great  men,  and  her  great  achievements. 
For  yourself,  and  as  her  representative,  again  sir, 
we  bid  you  a cordial  welcome  to  South  Carolina  and 
to  Charleston. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  It  would  be  an  act  of  as  great  violence 
to  my  own  feelings,  as  of  injustice  and  ingratitude 
to  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston,  if  I 
should  fail  to  express  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  wel- 
come you  give  me  in  their  behalf,  and  to  reciprocate, 
to  you  and  to  them,  my  sincere  respect  and  good 
wishes. 

You  are  quite  right,  gentlemen,  in  supposing,  that 
my  purpose,  in  undertaking  the  tour  which  has 
brought  me  into  the  midst  of  you,  is  to  see  the  coun- 
try, and  the  people  of  the  country,  and  to  obtain  a 
better  and  toiler  knowledge  ol  both.  Hitherto  I 
have  not  been  a visitor,  so  far  south,  and  I was  un 
willing,  quite  unwilling,  to  be  longer  a stranger, 
personally,  in  the  southern  stales.  'J'he  citizens  ol 
Charleston  do  me  an  honor,  which  I more  deeply 
feel,  when  they  say,  through  you,  that  they  have 
satisfaction  in  meeting  me  at  their  own  homes,  and 
wish  to  render  my  visit  agreeable.  When  one  is 
made  welcome  to  the  homes  of  Charleston,  I am  quite 
aware  that  the  warmth  of  hospitality  can  go  no 
further. 

Undoubtedly,  gentlemen,  difi'erences  of  opinion  on 
many  subjects  exist  between  your  fellow  citizens 
and  myself,  and  between  South  Carolina  and  Massa- 
chusetts. But-how  pour  must  be  that  spirit — a spi- 
I it,  which  1 am  sure  prevails  neither  here  or  in  Mas- 
sachusetts— which,  out  of  these  differences,  w ould 
extract  cause  of  social  alienation,  or  personal  disre- 
spect. What  would  be  the  value  of  our  political 
inslilulions,  if  men  niight  not  diller  on  public  ques- 
tions, without  sacrificing  mutual  esteem,  or  drow  niiig 
the  sense  ol  common  bi oUierhood.'’  We  have  divers 
political  sentiments,  but  we  have  but  one  country; 
we  may  difl'er  as  to  the  best  manner  of  serving  ano 
honoring  that  cuunliy,  but  we  agree  that  she  is  to 
be  served  by  all,  with  tiliai  reverence  and  patriotic 
devotion,  if  we  do  not  always  think  alike,  we  ali 
leel  alike;  we  feel  that  much  of  the  individual  hap- 
piness, as  well  as  the  national  renow  n,  winch  belongs 
to  us  now,  or  may  belong  lo  us  hereafter,  does  and 
will  attach  to  us,  as  the  undivided,  and  1 Impe  al- 
ways the  undividablc,  me.mbers  of  the  gieat  Amei  i- 
uau  republic. 


I am  happy,  gentlemen,  if  you  think,  that  while 
discharging  the  duties  of  secretary  of  state,  I paid 
just  regard  to  the  protection  of  southern  interests, 
in  my  judgment,  those  interests,  important  in  them- 
selves, were  connected  with  grave  questions  of  pub- 
lic law;  questions  touching  the  immunity  of  flags, 
and  the  independence  and  equality  of  nations  upon 
the  ocean.  To  the  magnitude  of  these  questions  I 
could  not  be  insensible.  It  is  true,  that  they  com- 
manded my  utmost  attention,  and  il  the  result  has 
been  greater  freedom  from  annoyance,  more  security 
for  maritime  rights,  and  a general  advancejyi  the 
maintenance  of  peace,  and  the  friendly  intercourse 
of  nations,  I am  bound  lo  ascribe  this  result  rather 
to  the  concurrence  of  fortunate  circumstances,  and 
to  the  encouragement  and  support  of  others,  than 
to  any  ability  displayed  in  my  own  efforts. 

I concur  with  you  cordially,  gentlemen,  in  the 
sentiment,  that  mutual  intercourse  strengthens  mu- 
tual regard,  and  that  the  more  citizens  of  different 
parts  of  the  country  see  of  one  another,  the  more 
will  asperities  be  softened,  and  difl'erences  reconcil- 
ed. 1 may  undertake  to  say,  for  Massachusetts,  that 
she  is  ready  at  all  limes,  to  meet  and  to  return  the 
respect  and  the  hospitality  of  South  Carolina;  that 
she  remembers  ancient  ties  of  union  and  fraternity; 
that  she  acknowledges  a common  interest  and  a 
common  fate,  in  a common  country;  that  there  is,  no 
where  else,  a jusler  or  higher  apfireciation  of  the 
men,  or  the  deeds,  of  this  her  sister  slate;  and  no 
where  the  prevalence  of  more  earnest  wishes  for 
whatever  may  advance  her  prosperity  end  distinc- 
tion. 

Gentlemen,  I come  among  you,  with  my  famiiy, 
as  travellers,  but  not  feeling  that  we  are  entirely 
strangers;  I wish  to  attract  no  ostentatious  notice; 
but  desire  only  to  be  regarded  as  a fellow  country- 
man and  fellow  citizen,  and  to  see  the  country  and 
the  people,  without  formality  or  constraint. 

Ttiariking  you,  and  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
again,  for  the  cordial  welcome  extended  lo  me,  it 
remains  that  I offer  you,  gentlemen,  personally  my 
high  regards;  and  to  this  concourse  of  your  fellow 
citizens,  which  now  surround  us,  and  whose  assem- 
bling together,  on  this  occasion,  I regard  as  so  re- 
spt ctful,  ana  so  imperatively  demanding  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgments,  I must  tender  my  sincere 
respects.  Citizens  of  Charlestonl  I am  happy  to 
regard  you  as  countrymen.  We  arc  born  on  the 
same  iiiheritanee,  won  by  the  same  valor.  New 
England  blood  has  moistened  the  soil  where  we  now 
stand,  shed  as  readily  as  at  Lexington,  or  Concord, 
or  Bunker  Hill.  May  il  prove  a durable  cement  of 
the  union  of  our  respective  statesl  And  may  gene- 
rations, now  far  off,  find  themselves,  when  they  ar- 
rive, as  we  now  find  ourselves,  a free,  respectable, 
united,  and  prosperous  community!  1 pray  you, 
gentlemen,  accept  my  sincere  good  vvishes  tor  vou 
ali. 

Mr.  Webster  was  subsequently  waited  upon  by 
the  managers  of  the  ball  proposed  to  be  given  in 
honor  o(  himself  and  Mrs.  Webster,  and  expressed 
his  acknowledgments,  and  liis  acceptance  of  the  in- 
vitation lo  be  present. 

Mr.  Petigru,  the  chairman  of  the  commiltee,  in 
behalf  of  the  Charleston  bar,  communicated  their 
wishes  that  he  would  dine  with  them.  Mr.  Webster 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  his  gratification  at  the 
opportunily  it  would  all'ord  liim  of  becoming  ac- 
quainled  with  so  many  of  his  professional  brethren, 
'i’he  dinner  will  be  given  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Webster  lias  also  accepted  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  the  New  Engl-aiul  Society  this  afternoon. 

Diniel  Webster  at  Columbia.  We  learn  that  Mr' 
Websier,  on  his  arrival  at  Columbia,  S.  C..  on  Wed- 
msJay  evening,  ]2ili  just  , was  met  by  ihe  students  in 
procession,  in  the  College  Canijnis,  which  was  lighted 
wilh  bonhres,  where  he  addressed  ilie  youihful  votaries 
of  learning  and  hospitality,  and  then  proceeded  (o  the 
enjoyment  of  an  elegant  emeriaintneni  at  the  fine  risi- 
deuce  of  his  friend,  the  hum  Wm.C.  Preston,  president 
of  ihe  college,  situate  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Cam- 
pus, and  directly  flouting  the  spacious  and  shady  plain. 
Tlie  next  day,  Thursday,  Mr.  Wt  bsier  partook  of  a 
splendid  festival  at  Wi.od lands,  the  piaiiiaiiun  and  beau- 
liful  vilha  of  Col.  Wade  llutnjilon,  vvliohas  been  solo.ig 
renowned  fur  pledging,  m fullest  measure,  Carolina  hos- 
pitality to  die  illusirious  sirauger.  Returning  from  Col. 
Hamplon’s,  Mr.  Websier  aiiended,  in  ihe  evening,  an 
elegain /etc- ai  Prof.  Lieber’s.  At  noon  yesterday,  Air. 
Websier  was  lo  have  received  the  visits  and  wdcomeof 
the  citizens  of  Columbia  generally  at  Clarke’s  Plolei, 
and  ai  4 o’clock,  p.  m.,  was  again  lo  have  addressed  tlie 
students  in  the  Campus,  lu  die  evening  he  was  to 
altend  a splend  d citizens’  ball,  given  in  homage  lojiis 
greatness  and  wurdi.  [Charlesloti  Cour. 

A meeting  of  die  members  of  the  bar  of  N.  Orleans 
was  held  on  the  8th  inst.,  to  make  prepara  lions  lor  the 
imblic  reception  and  eniei tainment  ol  iVIr.  Webster  on 
Ills  arrival  in  itiat  city. 


192 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  22,  184T— CHRONICLE. 


FOREIGN. 


CHRONICLE. 


The  sfenmer  Britannia  reached  Boston  on  ihe  16th, 
with  Liverpool  dates  to  the  4ih  inst. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  weather  has  of  late  undergone  a favorable  change; 
vegetation  is  making  rapid  progress.  The  accounts  of 
the  wheat  and  oat  crops  are  highly  encouraging,  and 
even  in  regard  to  potatoes,  very  favorable  accounts  are 
received. 

The  government  education  scheme  had  passed  to  a 
third  reading  in  the  house  of  commons,  after  three 
nights’  debate,  almost  without  opposition. 

iRELiND.  The  latest  accounts  from  Ireland  represent 
the  mortal  career  of  the  lord  lieutenant  as  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a close.  The  Dublin  Evening  Post  holds  out  no 
hope  of  his  recovery. 

The  potato  hlight  has  reappeared  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Bellust.  O’Connell  is  sinking  daily — the  accounts 
which  came  to  hand  through  the  medium  ol  the  P'rench 
papers,  show  that  his  earthly  career  is  drawing  to  a 
close. 

On  Tuesday  last  a sight  w'as  witnessed  at  Liverpool 
which  is  rarely  to  be  seen.  In  one  tide  no  less  than  128 
vessels,  of  which  45  were  coasters,  and  the  remainder 
bound  to  foreign  ports,  went  out  to  sea.  The  scene  was 
one  of  lively  interest.  Many  of  the  vessels  were  Ame- 
rican, and  others  of  large  class. 

FRANCE. 

' The  news  of  General  Taylor’s  victories  was  received 
with  satisfaction.  Great  distress  continues  to  exist.— 
Bread  is  excessively  dear,  and  it  is  Fared  that  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  provisions  of  all  kinds  will 
be  dearer  than  they  have  hitherto  been.  Vegetation  is 
very  backward,  owing  to  the  cold  during  the  las:  fort- 
night. Complaints  have  been  made  in  the  Havre  Even- 
ing Journal  tlial  tlic  Americans  have  imposed  a tax  upon 
foreign  shipping  arriving  on  the  coast  of  California. — 
Some  of  them  even  say  that  the  conquest  of  California 
not  having  been  recognized  by  France  and  other  coun- 
tries, amounts  to  a robbery. 

BELGIUM. 

The  captains  of  certain  American  vessels,  stationed 
at  Anlvvcrp,  liave  refused  to  fulfil  contracts  into  which 
they  had  entered  for  the  conveyance  of  emigrants  to 
the  United  States.  They  alleged  that  unless  security 
were  given  beforehand,  they  would  run  the  risk  of  be- 
ing subj(?cted  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  law. 

A few  da)'s  ago,  imi  few'er  than  2,000  emigranis  sailed 
from  Hamburg  for  New  York.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country  emigration  is  carried  on  to  a most  alarming  ex- 
tent— whole  villages  go  aw'ay  in  mass,  and  entire  dis- 
tricts become  depopulated. 

SPAIN. 

The  Queen  of  Spain  and  her  husband  show  symp- 
toms of  enduring  each  other.  They  have  appeared  to- 
gether in  public,  and  the  reconciliation  is  said  to  have 
given  rise  to  great  rejoicings.  Three  men  whom  the 
French  court  sentenced  to  death  for  their  participation 
in  some  of  the  corn  rints  at  Bazancias.  were  execu’ed 
on  the  public  square  of  that  t-)vvn  on  12ih  ult.,  before  an 
immense  concourse  of  people. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  inurgents  still  kept  the  queen’s  forces  at  bay. — 
The  insurgents  are  now  powerful,  and  too  weahhy  to  be 
extinguished  by  force.  Means  are  being  raised  to  buy 
out  their  lio-tiliiy. 

According  to  intelligence  from  Lisbon  to  the  21si,  the 
canopies  hod  been  taken  off  Blockhotise  square,  for  the 
pro'ection  of  British  subjects  and  British  property.  Sir 
Hamilton  Seymour  had  prufiered  the  mediation  of  the 
British  government  to  arrange  between  the  government 
and  the  insurgents. 

ITALY. 

A most  diabolical  plot  to  murder  the  Pope  has  been 
disc.wered.  It  was  first  found  out  by  the  French  am- 
bassador; he  revealed  the  names  of  the  conspirators  to 
the  P.'pe.  Their  intention  was  to  assassinate  while  giv- 
ing audience  to  one  of  them,  who  was  appointed  to  kill 
him.  A Capuchin  priest  presented  himself  for  audience 
of  the  Pope;  his  Holiness  requested  his  name,  this  he 
gave,  but  before  being  admitted,  the  Pope  looked  over 
the  list  of  conspirators,  and  found  the  name  of  the  Ca- 
puchin, then  he  immediately  summoned  carbines,  who 
on  the  Capuchin’s  entrance  seized  him,  and  on  saarch- 
ing  Itim  found  he  had  a brace  of  loaded  pistols  and  a 
poisoned  dagger  about  his  person.  The  Capuchin  was 
conveyed  to  prison.  Many  arrests  took  place-  The  plot 
is  no  doubt  a concoction. 

ALGIERS. 

The  rumor  of  the  submission  of  the  Kabyles  is  con- 
firmed by  a telegraphic  despatch  from  Algiers  of  the 
dale  of  ilie  29th  April.  'I’he  Mouiiltaneers  acknow- 
ledge themselves  subjects  of  France,  and  will  pay  tri- 
bute tthich  shall  be  remitle-J  to  Algiers. 

INDIA  AND  CHINA. 

The,  papers  contain  the  advices  by  the  overland  mail 
from  India  and  China.  From  the  lormer  the  most  im- 
portant intelligence  seems  to  be  the  death  ol  Kara 
Khan,  son  of  Dost  Mohamet.  At  Canton  it  is  said  the 
business  had  lessened  by  the  New  Year  holidays  oc- 
curring in  Ftbniary,  and  the  failure  of  two  important 
Chinese  fit  ms  in  the  northern  states. 

Magnetic  Telegraphs.  Lines  are  now  in  opera- 
tion in  tliis  country  comprising  a distance  of  1,575 
miles;  4,974  miles  are  under  contracts  and  course  of 
construction;  total  6, .549  miles. 


|l3’’For  biiismess  items,  markets,  &c.  see  “Trade 
AND  commerce’’  On  a preceding  pnge. 

The  Twelve  Months’  Volunteers.  The  terms 
of  service  of  the  several  volunteer  regiments  mustered 
for  the  period  of  twelve  months  will  expire  at  the 
following  dates: 

Tivelve  months  volunteers  under  Major  Gen.  Scott. 

Captain  Blanchard’s  company  Louisiana  volunteers, 
July  30,  1847. 

Col.  Coffee’s  Alabama  regiment,  between  the  8th 
and  29th  June,  1847. 

Col.  Jackson’s  Georgia  regiment,  between  the  10th 
and  IPth  June,  1847. 

Col.  Forman’s  3d  Illinois  regiment,  between  the  9th 
June  and  2d  July,  1847. 

Col.,  Baker’s  4th  Illinois  regiment,  between  the  9th 
June  and  2d  July,  1847. 

Baltimore  and  District  of  Columbia  battalion,  be- 
tween the  30th  May  and  8th  June,  1847. 

Col.  Thotlias’s  Tennessee  mounted  regiment,  be- 
tween the  6th  and  15th  June,  1847. 

Col.  Campbell’s  1st  Tennessee  foot,  between  the 
28th  May  and  2d  June,  1847. 

Col.  Haskell’s  2d  Tennessee  regiment,  between  the 
4th  and  18th  June,  1847. 

Volunteers  under  Major  General  Taylor. 

Three  regiments  of  Ohio,  between  the  23d  and  29th 
June,  1847. 

Three  regiments  of  Indiana,  between  the  18th  and 
26th  June,  1847. 

Two  regiments  of  Illinois,  between  the  17th  and 
30th  June,  1847. 

Three  regiments  of  Kentucky,  between  the  I7th 
May  and  15th  June,  1847. 

Mississippi  regiment,  between  the  3d  and  15th  June 
1847. 

Arkansas  regiment,  between  the  30th  June  and  3d 
July,  1847.  ' 

From  this  statement  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the 
reinforcements  for  Gen.  Scott’s  army,  which  for  seve- 
ral weeks  have  been  en  route,  including  those  that 
must  reach  Vera  Cruz,  by  the  end  of  May,  will  he 
fully  equal  to  the  number  of  twelve  months’  men  who 
are  to  be  discharged  in  June  and  July,  as  they  will,  of 
course,  remain  in  the  field  for  service  up  to  the  end  of 
the  twelve  months,for  which  they  are  engaged. 

Washington  Union. 

SWISS  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  ARMT. 

A military  feeling  has  awaked  in  Switzerland. — 
A company  of  800  fine  young  men,  some  of  them  the 
most  distinguished  officers  now  in  the  Swiss  service, 
have  offered  their  services  to  the  American  govern- 
ment through  the  American  consul  there.  They  are 
willing  to  engage  forthe  war,  or  from  five  to  ten  years, 
and  then  to  settle  in  California  as  a military  colony 
like  those  which  England  and  Russia  possess  in  differ- 
ent regions.  Some  have  families  and  are  of  highly  res- 
pectable Swiss  families. — Translated  from  the  Schnell- 
post. 

Capt.  Flowery  Pardoned. — Col.  Barnes,  United 
States  marshal  for  Massachusetts  received  from  Wash- 
inton  a pardon  for  Capt.  Peter  Flowery,  convicted  in 
1845  of  the  offence  of  fitting  out  the  schooner  Spit- 
fire for  the  slave  trade.  Col.  Barnes  caused  the  cap- 
tain to  be  released.  The  Spitfire  was  captured  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  in  January,  1845,  by  the  United 
States  brigTruxton. 

Passport  to  Santa  Anna.  The  following  is  going 
the  rounds  of  the  public  Journals.  Its  authenticity 
seems  not  to  be  doubted  though  the  source  through 
which  it  has  reached  publication  is  not  mentioned: 

“The  commander  of  our  naval  forces  in  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  is  hereby  notified  not  to  obstruct  the  pas- 
sage of  Gen.  Jlntonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  and  suite  to 
Mexico,  should  he  desire  to  return  thither. 

“May  15,  1846.  James  K.  Polk.” 

Irish  relief  fund. — The  amount  of  money  recei- 
ved by  the  New  York  relief  committee  to  this  date 
if  $14,000.  The  number  of  vessels  despatched  by 
the  commillee  is  12.  Thus  two  barques,  six  brigs, 
and  five  ships  have  gone  from  the  port  of  New  York 
alone  on  the  “mission  of  mercy.”  Another  ship, 
the  Batavia,  is  now  loading,  and  which  will  lake  about 
five  thousand  barrels  more  of  provisions. 


.4rmv  of  the  north.  Santa  Fe  dates  to  the  3d 
April,  left  Col.  Price  with  about  450  troops  at  that 
place,  enjoying  rather  better  health,  though  but  few 
of  them  had  escaped  sickness.  The  remainder  of 
his  command  were  stationed  through  the  country 
guarding  stock  or  garrisoning  posts. 

Col.  Doniphan.  Major  Campbell,  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  left  Chihuahua  on  the  15ih  of  March,  with  a 
detachment  of  32  men  and  despatches  for  government. 
Col.  Doniphan  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from 
government,  was  at  a loss  to  know  what  course  to 
pursue.  His  troops  were  in  good  health,  but  their 
term  of  service  would  expire  in  June  and  July. 

Major  Campbell  took  possession  of  a number  of 
places  not  before  captured,  on  his  route  in; had  seve- 
ral skirmishes  with  the  Camanche  Indians;  at  one 
time  was  surrounded  by  500  of  them,  and  had  to  cut 
his  way  through.  They  captured  his  pack  mules 
and  provisions,  and  cut  off  his  hunting  parties,  oblig-  i 
ing  his  party  to  subsist  upon  mule  meat  as  lean  as 
Pharaoh’s  kine,  relieved  occasionally  by  a prairie 
dog,  wolf,  skunk,  and  other  such,  to  the  number  of 
twenty  two  varieties.  In  this  condition,  almost 
naked,  the  gallant  little  party  reached  General  Tar- 
rants,  on  Chambers  creek,  Navoo  county,  Texas,  and 
from  thence  by  the  Red  River  to  New  Orleans, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  lOih  instant,  hale  and 
hearty. 

Virginia  Elections.  Bocock  (adm.)  is  returned 
for  the  14ih,  and  Mr.  Flournay,  ("hlg)  for  the 
Halifax  district — 8 administration,  6 whigs  and  1 
vacancy  is  the  result. 

Gen.  Taylor  in  a letter  to  the  lion.  J.  W.  Miller,  f 
United  States  senator  from  New  Jersey,  speaking  of 
the  revolutions  in  Mexico,  says:  “While  these  in-  ' 
testine  divisions  prevent  Mexico  from  putting  forth  I 
her  strength  in  defensive  vvar,  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  they  will  equally  incapacitate  her  fur  making 
peace.” 

Mr  Trist,  second  officer  in  the  department  of 
stale,  and  formerly  United  Stales  consul  at  Havana,  | 
reached  New  Orleans  from  Washington,  left  there 
on  the  26th,  and  sailed  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi on  the  28th  of  April,  fur  Vera  Ci  uz. 

Deaths. — A U.  S.  Senator.  The  Hon.  Jesse  Speight 
died  on  the  1st  inst.  at  his  residence  Lowndes  county, 
Miss.,  formerly  a member  of  congre-s  from  North 
Carolina,  afterwards  speak  ;r  of  the  stale  senate,  and 
at  the  time  of  ills  death,  U.  Slates  Senaiur,  fruiii  llie 
state  of  Mississippi — a man  of  course,  highly  esteem- 
ed and  whose  Joss  will  be  deeply  deplored. 

Dr.  George  McClellan,  one  of  tlie  most  distinguish- 
ed, physicians  ol  this  coui.try,  died  suddenly  at  his 
residence  Philadelphia,  on  the  9lh  inst.,  aged  51 
years. 

Foreign  papers  announce  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Argyle,  aged  70,  Sir  Daniel  Gould  senior  admiral  of 
the  red,  aged  90,  and  Lord  Cowley  brother  of  the 
Duke  ofWell.ngton. 

Lieut.  Col.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  the  eldest  and  last  sur 
viving  son  ol  the  great  novelist,  recently  died  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  his  return  from  Madras, 
aged  forty  six.  The  baronetcy  is  extinct,  but  Ilia 
Abholsford  property  passes  to  Walter  Scott  Lockhart 
a Cornet  in  tl.e  16lh  Lancers,  the  only  son  of  the 
editor  of  the  Q larterly  Review,  and  tlie  only  grand- 
son of  the  author  of  Waverley. 

In  France,  Generals  Duumerec  and  Nandet,  two 
of  Napoleon’s  most  intrepid  officers, — and  the  count 
Antoine  Roy,  next  to  Louis  Philippe  the  richest 
man  in  the  kingd'im,  and  financier  under  Ljuis  the 
18ih. 

— At  his  residence  in  Laurens  district  S.  C.,  3d  Feb- 
ruary last,  Abner  Pyles  M.  D.,  aged  74  years  and 
7 months.  As  an  affectionate  father  and  friend — 
none  could  be  mere  so.  The  widow  and  orphan  [ 
will  long  cherish  his  memory — reason  was  his  guide 
— truth  his  aim — and  humanity  a prominent  trail  in 
his  character  For  him  death  had  no  terrors,  but 
was  greeted  as  a friend  releasing  him  from  disease  , 
and  pain,  that  had  been  endured  with  fortitude  for 
many  years. 

Tne  number  of  deaths  at  New  York  have  averaged 
over  300  per  week  for  some  time  past.  Baltimore 
average  between  50  and  60. 

Emigrants.  There  have  arrived  at  N.  Y.,  between 
1st  January  and  17lh  May  1847—44  627  steerage  pas- 
sengers — of  wliich  1,115  were  admitted  into  hospital, 
diseased. 

A letter  from  Cjnstanlinople  mentions  an  act  of 
liberality  on  the  part  of  ttib  Sultan  wliich  does  him 
great  credit.  Upon  hearing  of  the  distress  of  the 
Irish,  the  Snitan  caused  to  be  hanedd  to  Hon.  Mr. 
Wellsiey,  •£1,000,  lobedisposed  ol  hy  liim  in  Ihe 
best  way  towards  ilieir  alleviation.  [Globe. 
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N T I O N AL  AFFAIRS. 

EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL. 

APPOINTMENTS  AND  CHANGES. 

We  !carn  that  the  following  appointments  and  chan- 
ges in  office  have  been  made  by  the  president: 

Com.  Charles  W.  Skinner  to  be  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction,  &c.,  in  the  navy  department,  in  the 
place  of  Commodore  Charles  Morris,  resigned,  we  re- 
gret to  learn,  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Seth  Barton,  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  to  be  Charge 
d’Affaire.s  to  Chili,  in  the  place  of  Wm.  Crump. 

R.  H.  Gillet,  register  of  the  treasury,  to  be  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  vice  Barton MU.  Intelligencer. 

Thomas  Gatewood,  esq.,  naval  officer  at  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth,  has  been  removed;  Christopher  Col- 
umbus Robinson  is  appointed.  Mr.  G.  has  been  long 
in  office,  and  was  a faithful  public  servant.  The 
Norfolk  papers  speak  with  severity  of  his  removal. 

Christopher  Carson,  well  known  to  the  pioneers  of 
the  west  and  Fremont’s  guide  in  his  explorations  of 
the  Oregon  and  California  territories,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Indian  agent  among  the  tribes  of  his  former 
hunting  and  trading  grounds,  at  a salary  of  $750  per 
annum. 

D 1 P L 0 M A r I C JOURNAL. 

THE  BRITISH  LEGATION. 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  22d,  thus  very  ap- 
propriately notices  the  departure  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Richard  Pakenham,  and  the  official  introduction  of 
the  charge  who  succeeds  for  the  present  to  his  im- 
portant duties. 

“Mr.  Pakenham. — This  gentleman  left  our  city  on 
Friday  afternoon  for  Baltimore,  on  leave  of  absence 
from  his  post  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  in  the  United  States.  We  understand 
that,  after  visiting  Canada,  he  will  proceed  to  Halifax 
and  tliere  embark  for  Lit'erpool  in  the  steamer  which 
is  to  leave  Boston  on  the  first  of  July. 

“Mr.  Pakenham  beai-s  with  him  the  kindest  wishes 
of  this  entire  community.  In  the  high  station  which 
he  has  occupied  for  more  than  three  years  his  con- 
duct has  been  such  as  to  secure  universal  approbation. 
Sustaining  with  ability  and  firmness  the  interest  of  his 
country,  he  has  at  tlie  same  time  conciliated  the  re- 
gard of  all  the  functionaries  of  our  government;  while 
his  plain  and  unostentatious  manners  and  the  frank- 
ness and  kindness  of  his  disposition  have  rendered  him 
a welcome  visiter  in  all  our  social  circles.  We  part 
from  him  with  regret,  and  shall  hail  his  return  to  this 
city  with  unaffected  pleasure. 

“Mr.  Pakenham  on  Friday  morning  presented  John 
F.  Crampton,  esq.,  to  the  secretary  of  state  as  Charge 
d’Affaires  of  the  legation  during  his  absence.” 

The  Hon.  Henry  Wheaton,  late  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Prussia,  with  his  family,  arrived  at  N. 
York  on  Friday  night  in  the  ship  Baltimore,  from 
Havre. 

Mr.  Wheaton  has  been  nearly  twenty  yeafs-abroad. 
He  was  appointed  Charge  d’affaires^  Copenhagen 
by  President  J.  Q.  Adams,  and  was  Mterwards  trans 
ferred  to  Berlin  by  President  Jaclcson.  During  his 
absence  he  has  published — “Tphe  History  of  the  North- 
men”— and  the  history  pf  International  Law.”  He 
ia  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  bnt  resided  for  many 
years  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Japan.  The  Dutch  government  hassentout  a new 
mission  to  Japan;  and  have  forwarded  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France  a decree  issued  by  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment in  1843,  forbidding  surveys  of  their  coast  by 
any  foreign  vessels  except  those  of  Holland.  This 
notification  is  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  recently 
upon  that  coast,  of  a French  surveying  expedition, 
which  the  Japanese  ordered  off,  with  the  same  civili- 
ties they  recently  employed  towards  our  own  ships  of 
war  that  ventured  within  their  seas. 

The  French  government  have  just  sent  out  a new 
mission  to  China. 

Mr.  Bancroft,  Ameiican  minister,  returned  to  Lon- 
don from  Paris  on  the  24th  April. 
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His  Excellency  Geo.  Bancroft  (says  an  English 
paper)  has  returned  to  St.  Jamesafter  a shortsojoiiru 
in  the  French  capital,  While  there  he  was  engaged 
in  making  researches  amongst  ihe  archives  of  the  for- 
eign office  for  materials  to  complete  the  forthcoming 
volume  of  his  history  of  the  United  Statc.s.  Thc 
French  minister  M.  Guizot,  afforded  every  facility  in 
his  power  towards  the  gratification  of  Mr.  Bancroft’s 
pursuit. 

THE  PRESIDENCY  1848. 

A letter  FROM  Gen.  Taylor,  written  to  a distin- 
guished citizen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  an  ex- 
tract from  which  was,  by  him  communicated  under 
date  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  I5th  May,  1847,  to 
the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  appears  in 
that  ppper  of  the  20th  inst.  The  extract  is  as  fol- 
lows. 

“4'n  regard  to  the  presidency,  I will  not  say  that  I 
would  not  serve,  if  the  good  people  of  the  country  were 
to  Require  me  to  do  so,  however  much  it  is  opposed  to 
my  wishes,  tor  I. am  free  to  say,  that  I have  no  aspira- 
tions for  the  situation.  My  greatest,  perhaps  only 
wish,  has  been  to  bring,  or  aid  in  bringing  this  v/ar  to 
a speedy  and  honorable  close. 

“It  has  ever  been,  and  still  is,  my  anxious  wish,  that 
some  one  of  the  most  experienced,  talented,  and  virtu- 
ous statesmen  of  the  country,  should  be  chosen  to 
that  higl  place  at  the  next  election.  I am  satisfied  that 
if  our  IV'  nds  will  do  their  duty,  such  a citizen  may  be 
elected. 

“I  m ist,  however,  be  allowed  to  say,  that  I have 
not  the  vanity  to  consider  myself  qualified  for  so  high 
and  responsible  a station,  and  whilst  we  have  far  more 
eminent  and  deserving  names  before  the  country,  I 
should  prefer  to  stand  aside,  if  one  of  them  could  be 
raised  to  the  first  office,  in  the  gift  of  a free  people. 

“I  go  for  the  country,  the  whole  country — and  it  is 
my  ardent  and  sincere  wish,  to  see  the  individual  pla- 
ced at  the  head  of  the  nation,  who,  by  a strict  observ- 
ance of  the  constitution  (be  he  whom  he  may)  can 
maxe  us  most  prosperous  at  home,  as  well  as  most  re- 
spected abroad.” 

the  marine  corps. 

The  marines  attached  to  the  squadron  before  Vera 
Cruz,  forming  three  companies  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Edson,  were  placed  by  Com.  Conner  at  the 
disposition  of  Gen.  Scott.  They  were  attached  to  the 
3d  artillery  under  Col.  Benton,  and  were  actively  em- 
ployed during  the  investment.  The  first  man  killed 
in  the  trenches  was  a marine.  They  were  detached 
by  Gen.  Scott  wlien  the  city  surrendered,  and  receiv- 
ed the  thanks  both  of  the  general-in-chief  and  general 
Worth  in  general  orders  for  the  effective  services 
tlicy  rendered. 

The  Philadelphia  American  says — We  had  a report 
from  the  South  yesterday,  tliat  some  movement  was 
contemplated  in  Mexico,  in  which  the  services  of  the 
marine  corps  were  to  be  exclusively  employed. — 
There  has  been  no  clue  as  to  the  natuVe  of  the  ser- 
vice, but  we  have  no  doubt  that  something  is  in  pre- 
paration which  will  give  this  valuable  but  much  ne- 
glected arm  of  the  service,  fuil  and  honorable  employ- 
ment. 

Orders  have  been  received,  as  we  learned  yester- 
day, for  six  companies  of  the  United  States  marines, 
numbering  about  600  men,  under  command  of  Major 
L.  Twiggs, forsevcral  years  past  the  commander  of  the 
Barracks  at  this  station,  to  repair  immediately  to  join 
the  army  in  Mexico.  Eight  additional  companies, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Watson,  have  received 
preparatory  orders,  and  will  shortly  follow  the  first 
battalion. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Vera  Gruz  they  will  be  joined 
by  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  marine  corps  now 
attached  to  the  gulf  squadron,  and  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  about  1,700  men,  Avill  be  formed  into  two  reg- 
iments, the  first  unaer  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Wat- 
son, and  the  second  of  Major  Twiggs,  the  whole  com- 
prising the  brigade  of  the  veteran  Brigadier  General 
Henderson  of  ttie  marine  corps.  The  object  of  this 
movement  we  have  yet  to  learn — Phil,  dincrican. 


The  Washington  Whig  says  that  “it  has  been  dec> 
ded,  among  other  things  to  scud  a large  force  of  Uni- 
ted States  marines  under  the  command  of  G-cn.  Hen- 
derson. to  accompany  the  party  of  engineers  orderc.l 
to  explore  the  Isllnmis  of  Teliuantepc".  This  force, 
when  all  are  assembled  at  themoulli  id  lhe  Huasacu- 
alro  river, will  not  number  less  than  2,006  men.  If 
is  this  expedition  which  v/as  shadowed  forlli  in  the 
recent  accounts  from  Com.  Perry.  .Ml  the  marines 
' on  shore  have  been  ordered  to  the  home  squadron  in 
the  gulf  forthwith,  v/here  the  organization  will  take 
place.  This  force  is  large  enough  to  ensure  perfect 
safety  to  the  exploring  party;  for  the  enemy,  were  tie 
disposed,  cannot  offer  any  serious  resistance  in  (he 
section  of  the  country  proposed  to  be  explored,  owing 
to  the  want  of  men,  and  there  is  no  apprehension  of 
any  great  trouble  from  the  population  itself,  as  it  i« 
very  sparse,  and  composed  chiefly  of  Indians.” 

Atlantic  Steamers. — The  New  York  Post  says  that 
I he  lines  of  steamers  now  formed  to  run  between  that 
port  and  Europe,  comprise  thirty  vessels  of  the  first 
class,  all  of  which  lines  will  be  in  operation  in  less 
than  eighteen  months.  It  is  estimated  that  they  will 
consume  annually,  in  their  outward  voyages,  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  1 13,000  tons  of  coal. 

The  Washington,  the  first  of  the  American  line  in 
tended  to  ply  between  New  York  and  Bremen,  via 
Cowes  and  Southampton,— went  to  sea  from  N.  York 
on  Monday  morning  on  a trial  trip.  Tiie  Journal  of 
Commerce  says — She  is  1,800  tons  burden;  length  of 
keel,  220  feet;  on  deck,  240  feet;  over  all,  2-56  feet; 
breadth  of  beam,  39  feet;  depth  of  hold,  31  feet;  en- 
gines, 1,000  horses  power  each;  72  inch  cylinders, 
vi'ith  10  feet  stroke.  Shafts,  cranks  and  frame  all  of 
wrought  iron.  Shaft  20  inches  in  diameter;  weight 
of  cranks,  7,0001bs.  each;  boilers,  15  feet  front,  12 
feet  shell,  and  36  feet  long.  Her  lire  room  is  so  com- 
pletely covered  with  sheet  iron  as  to  prevent  almost 
the  possibility  of  accidents  from  that  quarter.  Her 
wheels  are  38  feet  in  diameter,  7 1-2  feet  face.  So 
much  for  size  and  equipments,  and  now  as  to  her  ac 
commodalions  for  passengers.  Her  main  saloon  is 
85  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide,  elegantly  decorated  and 
gilded,  and  lighted  at  night  by  lamps  of  a costly  kind 
and  novel  construction.  Her  stern  windows  are  com- 
posed of  splendidly  stained  glass,  each  pane  of  which 
contains  either  the  arms  of  one  or  other  of  those  coun- 
tries which  she  is  intended  to  visit,  or  the  likeness  of 
some  American  or  foreign  patriot.  Every  part  of  her 
intended  to  be  occupied  by  passengers,  is  most  ele- 
gantly furnished,  and  supplied  with  everything  that 
could  be  thought  of  to  minister  to  their  comfort  and 
convenience.  And  if  the  entertainments  furnished 
them  are  only  in  keeping  with  the  magnificent  service 
of  china,  glass  and  plate,  with  which  her  pantry  is 
filled,  her  passengers  vrill  certainly  have  no  cause  to 
complain  of  their  fare.  And  now  comes  the  cost  of 
other  vessels  of  a similar  class.  'I’he  entire  outlay 
upon  her,  for  all  and  everything,  being  but  $250,000, 
for  which  her  owners  are  indebted  to  the  economical 
management  of  Mr.  Edward  Mills,  the  general  agent 
for  the  company. 

the  law  relative  to  passengers. 

The  United  States  secretary  of  the  treasury  issued 
a circular  in  Marcli  last,  to  the  collectors  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs,  giving  them  apecific  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  dimensions  required  for  each  passenger 
brought  m merehaiil.siiips  to  the  United  States  uu.ier 
said  act.  On  the  arrival  ol  this  circular  in  Europe, 
it  occasioned  much  difficulty  amongst  ship  owners  aiid 
j others  that  had  made  contracts  tor  bringing  passen- 
gers, without  knowing  of  such  restrictions  as  it  impos- 
ed. Some  sliippers  on  the  Continent  refused  to  fulfil 
their  contracts,  and  are  subjected  to  suits  and  forfeit- 
ures. A meeting  was  held  in  England  and  a repre- 
sentation was  made  to  the  British  govermnent,  from 
whom  it  is  possible  a remonstrance  may  have  been 
made  to  our  minister  there,  or  to  our  government 
here-  The  case  evidently  required  relief,  if  our  law 
I admitted  of  it,  as  it  is  an  established  principal  of  mar- 
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itime  law  and  dug  to  common  justice,  that  reasonable 
time  be  afforded  to  shippers,  to  ascertain  and  provide 
for  a change  of  this  kind  in  the  intercourse  between 
countries,  We  pi-esume  the  department  to  have  re- 
quisite authority  in  the  premises,  as  the  secretary  has 
promptly  issued  another  circular,  which  suspends  the 
operation  of  the  law  altogether  for  a specified  period. 
We  do  not  perceive  however,  in  what  way  these  in- 
structions will  releive  those  who  have  contracted  to 
bring  passengers,  unless  regardless  of  the  secretary’s 
previous  circular.  Such  as  have  ventured  the  respon- 
nsibility,  if  any  have,  will  be  relieved  by  the  following 
circular,  but  those  who  wait  to  ascertain  what  relief 
our  government  will  afford  them  in  the  premises,cannot 
receive  this  circular  until  after  the  expiration  of  the 
period  to  which  its  benefits  are  extended,  which,  to 
vessels  from  Europe,  is  only  to  the  31st  of  this  month 
— eleven  days  from  the  date  of  the  circular. 

Circular  to  Collectors  awl  other  officers  of  the  Customs. 

Treasury  Department,  May  20,  1847. 
Collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  customs  are 
hereby  instructed  to  regard  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  congress  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  carriage 
of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels,”  approved  Febru- 
ary 22d,  1847,  and  the  act  amendatory  thereof,  ap- 
proved March  2d,  1847,  as  not  being  in  force  or  tak- 
ing effect  in  cases  of  vessels  arriving  in  ports  of  the 
United  States,  from  ports  on  this  side  of  the  Capes  of 
Good  Hope  and  Horn,  having  left  said  ports  on  or  be- 
fore the  31st  May,  1847,  nor  in  cases  ofvessels  arri- 
ving in  ports  of  the  United  States  from  places  beyond 
said  capes,  having  left  said  places  on  or  before  the 
30th  October,  1847.  R-  J-  Walker, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

We  find  by  the  last  arrival  that  the  cases  of  the 
captains  of  American  vessels  at  Antwerp  who  refused 
to  fulfil  their  contracts  to  bring  passengers  after  ascer- 
taintng  the  passage  of  the  law  in  question,  have  been 
decided  against  them.  The  court  would  take  cogni- 
sance of  no  new  law,  especialy  as  it  had  not  been  of- 
ficially notified  to  the  Belgian  government. 

Foreign  Mails.  The  rates  of  postage  fixed  for 
the  American  line  of  steamers  (see  page  162)  are 
complained  of. 

The  New  York  Couiier  des  Etals  Uiiis,  expresses 
the  lively  disappointment  and  dissatisfaction  at  regu- 
lations at  once  so  onerous  to  commerce  and  the  press. 
They  “anticipated  something  of  a large  and  liberal 
spirit  from  the  U.  States,  to  promote  by  increased 
facilities,  the  intercourse  between  nations  “*  =*  * * * 
“but  it  is  especially  in  respect  of  the  productions  of 
the -press  that  the  American  post  office  department  is 
illogical,  unskillful,  and  inexcusable.”  “Papers  from 
Paris,  which  are  now  transmitted  to  us  by  the  way  of 
Liverpool,  pay  only  two  or  three  sous  postage.  By 
the  Washington  they  will  pay  five,  two  from  Paris  to 
Havre,  and  three  from  Southampton  to  New  York. 
Is  this  in  truth  an  arrangement  suited  to  a people  of 
whose  prosperity  entire  publicity  is  the  first  element 
is  it  thus  that  we  can  imagine  our.selvcs  the  champi- 
ons of  commercial  liberty  and  of  a free  press.’  Can 
such  a use  of  the  post  office  monopoly  be  forgiven.’” 

The  Courier  goes  on  to  say  that  in  respect  of  let- 
ters, a bad  precedent  was  established  by  the  Great 

jTestern by  reason,  it  is  said,  of  the  exaction  by  the 

English  post  office  of8d,  for  every  letter  landed  from 
the  steamers.  Such  an  exaction  is  surely  exorbitant. 
It  is  said  that  an  agent  of  Collins  & Co,  of  this  city, 
who  are  to  run  a new  line  of  steamers  to  the  channel 

ports have  gone  to  London  to  endeavor  to  bring  a- 

bout  a change  in  the  charge  of  tlie  English  post  offi- 
ces. Should  he  fail,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Ameri- 
can post  office  department  will  be  authorized,  in  the 
way  of  reprisals,  to  impose  a like  rate  on  letters  land- 
ed in  the  United  States  from  British  steamers.” 

A semi-official  article,  authorized  no  doubt  from 
the  postoffice  department,  appears  in  the  Washington 
Union,  noticing  the  above  article.  As  might  have 
been  presumed,  the  regulations  as  to  charges  &c.,  in 
the  premises,  are  merely  and  strictly  in  obedience  to 
the  law  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  over 
which  the  postmaster  general  has  of  course  no  control. 
Duty  requires  him  to  carry  out  the  law, — if  the  law 
be  in  fault  congress  alone  can  remidy  the  evil. 

N A V T JOURNAL 

Pacific  Squadron.  On  the  1st  of  April  the  U.  S 
sloop-of-war  Portsmouth,  arrived  off  the  port  of  San 
Jose,  and  after  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  town 
landed  150  “Yankees,”  who  planted  there  the  Amer- 
ican flag.  The  Portsmouth  then  sailed  to  take  like. 


possession  of  the  ports  of  San  Lucas,  La  Paz  and  Lo- 
reto. These  are  all  small  ports  in  the  peninsula  of 
Lower  California,  two  in  the  extreme  south  of  it,  and 
two  on  the  western  side  of  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Washington  letter-writers  say,  that  the  president 
had  tendered  to  Com.  Conner  the  office  of  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  construction,  equipment  and  repairs, 
but  that  he  declined  accepting  the  appointment. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  states,  that  Com.  Skinner  has 
been  ordered  to  the  foregoing  station  at  Washington 
and  that  he  will  enter  upon  its  duties  on  the  1st  of 
June. 

The  United  Slates  ship  of  ihe  line  Ohio  sailed  from 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  8th  May  for  the  United  States,  and 
arrived  at  Norfolk  via  Cuba,  on  the  26th  inst. 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  TUSPAN. 

From  the  Vera  Crnz  Flag  of  the  Wlh  .Sprit. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  steamer  Missis 
sippi,  (flag-ship,)  frigate  Raritan,  sloop  of  war  Al- 
bany, ship  John  Adams,  Germantown,  Decatur, 
Spitfire,  Vixen,  Scourge,  Vesuvius,  Hecla,  Bonita, 
Petrel  and  Reefer.  Among  the  vessels  were  distrib- 
uted 150  men  belonging  to  the  Potomac,  and  340 
belonging  to  the  Ohio,  both  of  which  remained  at 
this  place.  After  some  delay  at  the  Island  of  Lobos, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  sailing  vessels,  and  sub- 
sequently at  sea,  owing  to  a dispersion  of  the  vessels 
by  a norther,  everything  was  ready  for  landing  on 
the  morning  of  the  18lh  instant,  at  which  time  the 
Mississippi  was  anchored  off  the  bar  of  Tuspan  river, 
while  the  other  steamers,  having  had  their  masts 
taken  out,  and  otherwise  lightened  in  every  possible 
way,  took  in  tow  the  gun  boats  and  barges  of  the 
expedition,  carrying,  in  all,  about  1200  men,  and 
two  pieces  of  field  artillery.  The  other  vessels  of 
the  squadron  remained  at  anchor  under  Tuspan 
shoals,  which  lies  six  or  eight  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  the  bar. 

In  crossing  the  bar  the  Spitfire  led  the  way,  and 
was  followed  by  the  Vixen  and  the  Scourge,  each 
having  a gun  boat  in  tow.  Two  of  the  steamers 
struck  on  the  bar,  but  were  not  suffered  to  be  stop- 
ped for  a moment.  They  literally  ploughed  their 
way  over  it.  By  12  o’clock,  the  whole  expedition 
succeeded  in  gaining  an  entrance  of  the  river,  not- 
withstanding the  serious  difficulties  presented  by  the 
breakers  of  the  bar.  Shortly  afterwards,  everything 
being  in  readiness  for  an  attack,  Commodore  Perry 
hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Spitfire,  and 
at  once  led  the  rest  of  the  vessels  up  the  river. 

After  ascending  it  about  five  miles,  two  forts  were 
discovered  on  the  right  bank,  both  of  which  opened 
upon  the  squadron.  Immediately  all  the  boats  were 
manned  with  storming  parties,  and  while  the  steam- 
ers and  gun  boats  W'ere  gallantly  returing  the  fire  of 
the  forts  they  (the  boats)  dashed  on  and  quickly  took 
possession  of  the  forts,  the  Mexicans  retreating 
down  one  side  of  the  hill  as  the  sailors  ascended  the 
other. 

The  whole  expedition  now  moved  on  steadily 
towards  the  tow  n of  I'uspaii,  but  a little  while  ano- 
ther fort,  situated  on  a high  hill,  commanding  the 
whole  city,  opened  upon  the  vessels  and  barges. 

At  the  same  time  volleys  of  musketry  were  fired 
by  the  enemy  from  the  chaparral;  this  latter  fort 
was  also  promptly  attacked,  and  like  the  other  two, 
was  carried  without  the  enemy  waiting  to  cross 
bayonets,  our  noble  tars  proving  themselves  first 
rate  fellows  for  this  species  of  boarding  work. — 
Simultaneously  with  the  occupation  of  this  fort,  a 
division  of  the  expedition  landed  in  the  town,  and  at 
once  took  possession  of  it.  The  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants  had  fired  and  left  but  a few  scattering 
soldiers  within  reach  of  our  balls, 

III  the  course  of  the  contest  seventeen  men  and 
officers  were  killed  and  wounded.  Capt.  Tatnall 
received  a ball  in  the  right  elbow  joint;  Lieut.  Jas. 
L.  Parker  aid  to  ihe  commodore,  a severe  wound  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  left  breast;  Lieut.  Whittle,  a 
flesh  wound  in  the  right  leg,  and  Lieut.  Hartstein,  a 
flesh  wound  in  the  right  wrist  and  thigh.  All  the 
wounded,  however,  are  now  doing  well. 

Several  guns  of  the  Truxton,  were  found  mounted 
upon  the  forts,  all  of  which  v/ere  recovered  and 
brought  on  board  the  squadron.  Other  articles  be- 
longing to  the  Truxton  were  likewise  recovered. — 
Alter  retaining  possession  of  the  town  from  the  18th 
to  the  22d  inst:,  the  force  was  w ithdrawii  and  em- 
barkeo,  leaving,  however,  the  Albany  and  gunboat 
Reefer,  under  Capt.  Breeze,  to  guard  and  command 
the  place. 

It  may  be  proper  to  stale,  that  all  the  forts  of  the 
place  were  destroyed  by  our  forces.  There  being 
no  further  work  on  the  coast,  for  the  squadron,  Cora. 
Perry  contemplated,  we  learn,  a movement  towards 
the  interior,  with  a fine  body  of  2501)  tars,  thorough- 
ly organized,  should  such  a step  be  deeiried  advisable. 
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Maine. — Election  returns — Official — for  governor, 
1846.  Whole  number  of  votes  poled  75,685 


Necessary  for  a choice  37.843 

John  W.  Dana,  (adm.)  had  ■ 36,031 
David  Bronson,  (whig)  29,545 

Samuel  Fessenden,  (abol.)  250 


And  to  some  fifty  different  persons  456 
No  choice.  The  election  devolving  upon  the  le- 
gislature, the  votes  were  in  senate,  Dana  24,  Bron- 
son 4.  In  the  house,  Dana  78,  Bronson  57,  Fessen- 
den 9. — Mr.  Dana  was  thereupon  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

New  Hampshire. — A special  election,  for  repre- 
sentatives to  congress  from  the  two  vacant  congres- 
sional districts  is  ordered  to  take  place  on  Ihe  8th  of 

July  next.  

Massachusetts.— Jifso/iitions  relative  to  the  tvor 
with  Mexico — The  legislature  closed  its  session  on 
Monday  Ihe  26th  April.  On  the  Saturday  preceding, 
the  following  resolutions  were  proposed  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  ultimately  adopted  by  a party 
vote,  the  whigs  in  the  affirmative,  and  their  oppo- 
nents ill  the  negative. 

“Resolved,  That  the  present  war  with  Mexico  has 
its  primary  origin  in  the  unconstitutional  annexation 
to  the  Uniteil  Slates  of  the  foreign  state  of 
while  the  same  was  still  at  war  with  Mexico;  that  it 
was  unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the  order  of 
the  president,  to  General  Taylor,  to  take  military 
possession  of  territory  in  dispute  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Mexico; 
and  that  it  is  now  waged  ingloriously — by  a power- 
ful nation  against  a weak  neighbor — unnecessarily 
and  without  just  cause,  at  immense  cost  of  treasure 
and  life,  for  the  dismemberment  of  Mexico,  and  for 
the  conquest  of  a portion  of  her  territory,  from  which 
slavery  has  already  been  excluded,  with  the  triple 
object  of  extending  slavery,  of  strengthening  the  “slave 
power, “ and  of  obtaining  Ike  control  of  the  free  slates, 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales. 

Resolved,  That  such  a war  of  conquest,  so  hateful 
in  its  objects,  so  wanton,  unjust  and  unconstitutional 
in  its  origin  and  character,  must  be  regarded  as  a war 
against  freedom,  against  humanity,  against  justice, 
against  the  Union,  against  the  constitution,  and 
against  the  free  states;  and  that  a regard  for  ihe  true 
interest  and  the  highest  honor  of  the  country,  not 
less  than  the  impulses  of  Christian  duty,  should 
arouse  all  good  citizens  to  join  in  efforts  to  arrest 
this  gigantic  crime,  by  withholding  supplies,  or  oth- 
er voluntary  contributions,  for  its  further  prosecu- 
tion, by  calling  for  the  withdrawal  of  our  army 
within  the  established  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and,  in  every  just  way,  aiding  the  country  to  retreat 
fiom  the  disgraceful  position  of  aggression  which  it 
now  occupies  towards  a weak,  distracted  neighbor, 
and  sister  republic. 

Resolved,  Tnat  our  attention  is  directed  anew  to 
the  wrong  and  “enormity”  of  slavery,  and  to  the 
tyranny  and  usurpation  of  the  “slave  power,”  as  dis- 
placed in  the  history  of  our  country,  particularly  in 
the  aniiexaliori  of  'I'exas,  and  the  present  war  with 
Mexico;  and  that  we  are  impressed  with  the  unal- 
terable conviction,  that  a regard  fur  the  fair  fame  of 
our  country,  for  the  principles  of  morals,  and  lor 
that  righleousnes  which  exalleih  a nation,  sanctions 
and  requires  all  constitutional  efforts  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  while  loy- 
alty to  the  consUtution,  and  a just  sell  delence,  make 
it  specially  incumbent  on  the  people  of  the  free  stales 
to  co-operate  in  strenuous  exertions  to  restrain  and 
overthrow  the  ‘slave  power  ’” 

Thanks  to  General  Taylor. — After  the  passage  of 
the  above — 

Mr.  Hayden,  of  Boston,  asked  to  obtain  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolves  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  General  Taylor,  his  officers,  and  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Massachusetts  have 
beheld  with  patriotic  pride  the  bravery,  the  skill,  and 
sagacity  of  the  commander  of  the  American  forces 
in  Mexico,  General  Zachary  Taylor,  and  the.  gal- 
lantry and  good  discipline  displayed  by  the  officers 
and  men  associated  with  him  in  the  campaign,  by 
which  admirable  conduct  of  the  one,  and  cordial  co- 
operation of  the  other,  the  flag  o(  the  Union  has  been 
nobly  upborne,  and  our  name  in  arms  gloriously 
maintained. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  the  legislature  are 
due,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  Major  General 
Zachary  Taylor,  his  officers,  and  men,  lor  the  fideli- 
ty, skill,  and  courage  which  have  distinguished  their 
successful  operations  in  the  campaign  of  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  people  and  the  legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  feel  pro  .d  of  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  the  army  employed  in  the  war 
against  Mexico,  they  mourn  the  loss  ot  the  officers 
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and  men  who  have  gallantly  fallen  upon  the  battle 
field,  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  their  relatives 
and  friends. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  cause  these  resolves  to  be  communicated 
to  Maj.  General  Zachary  Taylor,  and,  through  him, 
to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  and  a motion 
made  to  go  into  committee  to  consider  them,  which 
met  opposition  from  Mr.  Boutwcll,  a locofoco  mem- 
ber. on  the  ground  of  their  introduction  from  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Hayden  was  chairman  at 
so  late  a day  in  the  session — 

Mr.  Hayden  explained  that,  so  far  as  the  commit- 
tee was  concerned,  he  was  but  one  out  of  eleven 
members,  and  he  was  willing  to  assume  all  the  re- 
sponsibility which  could  justly  attach  to  him.  But 
he  was  somewhat  astonished  that  the  gentleman 
from  Groton,  w ho  had  so  often,  so  earnestly,  and  so 
recently  sought  the  passage  of  similar  resolutions, 
should  now  oppose  the  consideration  of  these.  He 
[.Mr.  H.J  had  before  declared  that  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  any  vote  of  thanks  to  Gen’l  Taylor  while  no 
opinion  had  been  expressed  upon  the  war.  Now  we 
liad  a solemnly  declared  opinion  of  the  legislature 
upon  that  subject,  by  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  house, 
and  he  was  ready  to  testify  his  admiration  of  the 
conduct  of  our  general  and  troops,  whatever  he 
might  think  of  the  justice  and  honor  of  the  contest. 
— He  would  not  now  have  proposed  these  resolves, 
nor  advocated  any  like  them,  had  there  not  been  a 
clear  reprobation,  on  the  part  of  the  house,  of  all 
favor  to  the  war  with  Mexico.  And.  so  far  as  his 
own  political  reputation  was  concerned,  though  he 
might  cheerfully  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  house, 
he  should  neither  ask  the  assistance  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Groton  in  his  support,  nor  much  fear  his 
assaults  as  an  enemy. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  to  a third  reading  by 
yeas  121,  nays  71,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  lime  without  a count. 

The  senate  negatived  those  resolutions,  by  a vote 
of  4 to  14,  without  debate,  in  the  last  hour  of  the 
session. 

Lnwrence,  a new  manufacturing  town  laid  out  in 
Massachusetts  about  a year  ago.  is  travelling  rapidly 
in  the  track  of  Lowell.  The  Boston  -'Jtlos  intimates 
that  1,500  houses  will  be  built  there  during  the  pre- 
sent year.  The  Lawrence  Courier,  however,  thinks 
that  an  overestimate,  and  say  they  would  be  satis- 
fied with  numbering  8,000  to  10,000  inhabitants  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

New  York — Slale  conventions — The  adminisiration 
convention,  met  at  Syracuse  on  the  lOih  instant;  Ex 
mayor  il.wERMAYER,  of  New  York  was  appointed 
presiilent. 

A difficulty  as  to  which  of  two  sets  of  delegates 
attending  from  two  of  the  counties,  were  entitled  to 
seats,  occasioned  some  delay  and  debate.  'I'he  dele- 
gates representing  the  section  of  the  party  called 
“Barnburners”  were  ultimately  admitted  to  seats, 
and  the  “Old  Hunkers”  had  leave  to  withdraw. 

A message  was  received  from  the  whig  state  con- 
vention, proposing  that  a joiat  committee  of  equal 
numbers  from  each  convention  be  appointed  to  no- 
minate candidates  to  be  mutually  supported  for 
judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  proposition  was  promptly  declined,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  any  arrangement  by  which  the 
number  of  candidates  to  be  presented  for  their  suf- 
frages by  the  two  great  organized  parties  shall  be 
limited  to  the  number  to  be  elected,  will  dispense 
with  the  liberty  of  choice  by  the  people,  tend  to  in- 
troduce cabal  and  intrigue,  and  be  virtually  an  ap- 
pointment unknown  to  the  constitution.” 

JTominnlion  for  judges  and  clerk. — The  following 
ticket  was  then  agreed  upon:  Greene  C.  Bronson,  of 
Albany;  Freeborn  G.  Jewett,  of  Onondaga;  Addison 
Gardiner,  of  Monroe;  and  Charles  H.  Ruggles,  of 
Dutchess  Charles  S.  Benton,  for  clerk. 

Ttu  whig  convention,  assembled  at  Syracuse  on  the 
19th  also;  Chas.  H.  Carroll,  esq.,  of  Livingston,  was 
chosen  to  preside. 

A coir.mittec,  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each 
judicial  district,  was  appointed,  as  a committee  of 
conference,  to  act  with  a like  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  “democratic”  convention,  to  which  a proposi- 
tion was  made  by  the  w hig  convention  that  said  joint 
committee  should  nominate  a ticket  to  bo  mutually 
supported,  as  candidates  for  judges  of  the  court  of 
appeals. 

I he  proposition  being  deelined  by  the  democratic 
coiiveolion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  nominate  a 
ticket  of  their  own.  Several  distinguished  gentle- 
men were  named  for  nomination,  who  declined  be- 
coming candidates.  The  lullowing  ticket  was  finally 
agreed  upou. 

i'w)niiiia/ioii /or  judges  and  desk.  — Frederick  Whit 


tiesey,  of  Monroe  co.;  B.  David  Woxon,  of  Onanda- 
ga;  Ambrose  L Jordan,  of  N.  York;  and  Marcus  T. 
Reynolds,  of  Albany.  John  T.  Lamport  for  clerk. 

^dnti-rent  nominations. — Delegates  representing  the 
anti-rent  portions  of  the  citizens  of  the  central  part 
of  the  state  met  in  convention  in  Albany  on  Friday, 
and  nominated  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  Addison  Gardi- 
ner, and  Frederick  Whittlesey,  as  judges  of  the  court 
of  appeals.  Not  being  prepared  to  designate  a 4th 
candidate,  a committee  of  nine,  (one  from  each  of 
the  anti-rent  counlies,)  was  appointed  to  select  and 
present  another  nominee. 

Jno.  T.  Lamportc  of  Rensselaer,  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

The  N.  York  correspondent  of  the  National  Intel- 1 
lijcncer  writes — "In  the  3d  judicial  district,  where  , 
(he  anti-renters  are  strong,  they  have  formed  a union 
ticket  for  the  election  of  judges  in  that  district,  in 
eluding  tw'o  whigs  and  two  democrats;  so  that,  in 
that  district,  a third  party,  and  tliat  the  most  danger- 
ous and  radical,  perhaps  of  all  parties,  may  be  likely  i 
to  get  a court  to  administer  and  expound  the  laws  to  j 
suit  their  own  radical  and  revolutionary  notions. — ^ 
Such  a state  of  things  is  by  no  means  pleasant  to  ! 
contemplate.  It  may  lead  to  fearful  consequences.” 

Kentucky. — Parties  are  organizing  for  the  August 
congressional  elections.  Gen.  Lucius  B.  Desha,  of 
Harrison  co.,  has  been  nominated  by  the  administra- 
tion convention  as  their  party  candidate  for  the  dis- 
trict lately  represented  by  Col.  Tibbatts.  Major  J. 
P.  Gaines,  who  is  now  in  Mexico,  is  spoken  of  as 
the  whig  candidate. 

Ilunois. — The  Constilutional  convention. — It  ap- 
pears that  84  administration,  and  76  whig  delegates, 
have  been  chosen  to  constitute  the  convention.  This 
seems  to  indicate  a considerable  change  in  political  | 
sentiment.  j 

Wisconsin. — Jfewspapers. — Considering  that  this  ! 
territory  is  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  has  not  much  j 
over  200,000  inhabitants,  they  appear  to  encourage 
the  press  quite  spiritedly'.  'I'here  are  now  published 
two  daily,  t »o  tri-weekly,  and  twenty  four  weekly 
newspapers,  in  the  territory.  Ten  of  them  are  ad- 
ministration, eleven  are  whig,  two  neutral,  and  one 
abolition.  One  administration  and  one  whig  paper 
are  in  the  German  language. 

Texas — Crops — Intelligent  planters  from  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Guadaloupo,  Colorado,  Brazos,  and  Trin- 
ity, all  concur  in  representing  the  prospects  of  their  corn 
and  cotton  crops  to  be  uncommonly  promising.  Rains 
have  fallen  in  abundance  ai  favorable  iniervals,  and  the 
soil  will  be  rendered  so  light  and  porous  by  ihe  severe 
frosts  of  winter  that  it  is  worked  with  unusual  facility, 
and  the  cultivated  plants  of  every  description  are  grow-  ' 
ing  with  astonishing  luxuriance.  If  the  season  should 
continue  lavorable,  the  crops  of  cotton  in  this  state  will 
doubtless  bo  tenfold  greater  than  tliat  ot  last  year.  I 

[Houston  Telegraph,  May  10.  | 

The  same  paper  which  contains  the  above,  in  another 
editorial  paragraph  says — “A  severe  drouth  prevails 
along  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  as  far  eastward 
as  the  Nueces.  The  rains  in  that  section  last  spring 
were  unusually  copious,  and  destroyed  a large  portion 
of  the  crops.  The  draught  is  lelt  with  double  severity, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  grain.” 

Sugar, — It  is  estimated  that  there  are  now  over  4,000 
acres  of  sugar  lands  utider  culture  on  the  Lower  Brazos, 
Canev,  San  Bernard,  and  Colorado  rivers,  and  the  aane 
is  growing  with  such  luxuriance  that  the  planters  are 
confident  that  the  average  crop  will  exceed  a hogshead 
to  each  acre. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


Ship  biscuit. — The  lords  commissioners  of  her 
majesty’s  treasury,  by  their  order  dated  the  24th  ult., 
have  given  directions  for  suspending  the  demand  for 
duty  on  the  ship  biscuit,  or  biscuit  of  any  other  kinds 
not  being  fancy  biscuit  or  confectionery,  until  the 
first  day  of  September  next. 

Vessels  wrecked. — The  number  of  British  sail- 
ing vessels  wrecked  in  1846  amounted  to  537,  the 
tonnage  to  91,809. 

The  Portland  Advertiser  gives  a list  of  twenty  nine 
vessels,  whose  aggregate  tonnage  was  6,926  tons,  be- 
longing to  that  port,  which  have  been  lost  since  Jan- 
uary, 1846. 

Prussian  expedition  to,  and  relations  with 
China. — The  society  of  maritime  commerce  of  Ber- 
lin intend,  say  the  French  journals,  to  send  an  expe- 
dition to  China,  in  which  several  large  commercial 
houses  will  be  concerned.  This  expedition  will  be 
composed  of  seven,  and  as  an  agent  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  wilt  take  part  in  it,  it  is  probable 
they  will  seek  to  establish  diplonialic  relations  by 
the  establishment  of  coiiBubhipa. 


Trade  of  the  St.  Lawrence — Duties  on  wheat 
and  corn  suspended. — The  governor  general  of  Cana- 
da, agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  parent  govern 
mnet,  has  issued  an  order  admitting  American  wheat 
and  maize  into  that  province  without  the  payment 
of  duty — the  import  giving  bonds  for  its  arrival  at 
and  exportation  from  the  port  of  destination  within 
SIX  months.  Also,  an  order  permitting  American 
boats  and  ves.scls  to  pass  down  tiie  St.  Lawrence 
from  Fort  Covington,  on  the  Salmon  river,  to  Sorrel, 
and  thence  up  the  river  Richelieu  to  Champlain,  and 
vice  \ersa,  upon  the  payment  of  tlie  usual  tolls  and 
dues  chargeable  upon  British  vessel.". 

BiRiiENHi'.Ai)  DICK  niAitUEs. — A circular,  issued  by  the 
Birkenliead  dock  coinpany.  Liverpool,  Kpccifies  the  rate 
ol  clinrgps  esiablislied.  We  select  sonic  of  the  items 
most  interesting  to  oiir  shippers: 

On  grain  of  all  so  ls — The  quay  delivery  is  2jd  per 
quarter.  'Phis  includes  receiving  from  ship,  weighing, 
and  tallying,  marking,  loading  from  landi.ng  scales,  and 
furnishing  laiuJing  weights.  An  a tdilion  of  one  halt 
this  rate  will  he  made  for  piling  on  the  quay  when  good* 
are  not  delivered  direct  from  the  landing  scales. 

Cotton  wool-rates  to  the  importer— consolidated  charges: 

If  sold  and  delivered  from  landing  scales,  the  charge 
is  lOd  per  bale,  and  include.",  receiving  from  ship,  weigh- 
ing, mending,  and  .sampling. 

If  housed,  tlie  charge  is  Is  6d  per  hale,  and  includes, 
in  addition  to  the  preceding  items,  housing,  reweighing, 
and  one  month’s  rent. 

A discount  ol  20  percent,  is  allowed  on  East  India 
and  Brazilian  cotton. 

The  rent  per  week  is  jd  each  for  square,  and  |d  for 
round  bales. 

The  rates  on  re-hnused,  ecL,  arc,  for  re-weighing  2d 
per  hale;  unpiliiig  and  reihling  2J  and  fur  muking'and 
sampling  jd  per  h.ile'. 

The  rates  for  discharging  cargoes  of  American  cotton, 
when  landed  by  the  dock  company,  arc  6d  per  ton  as 
per  register.  For  Brazilian  or  Egyptian  8d. 

No  dock  rates  are  chargeable  on  any  goods  entering 
the  BirKcnhead  docks. 

The  dock  rates  l tr  American  vessels,  are  one  shilling 
and  si.Ypence  per  ton.  If  remaining  in  clock  or  basin 
for  more  than  si.v  montlis,  a fiirtli.r  sum  of  ninepenco 
per  ton  to  he  paid,  and  so  on  for  any  further  period. 


Trade  at  Albany. — Fifty  canal  boats,  l.iden  with 
over  60,00U  bbls.  of  Hour,  reached  Albany  from  Satur- 
day evening  to  Monday  morning  last. 

Last  week  nearly  25,000  bbls.  of  flour  were  sent  by  the 
railroad  from  Albany  to  Boston — 150  heavily  laden  cars 
per  day. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  received  upon 
merchandize  shipped  from  East  Albany,  during  the  first 
four  months  in  the  several  years  named: 

1843.  1844.  1845.  1846.  1847. 

Jan.  $6,621  72  13,676  62  20,216  28  29,74908  51,085  67 

Feb.  5,123  47  13,028  21  12,564  62  22,344  36  45  37003 

Mar.  8,029  32  8,0,59  37  10,226  00  19.908  65  44,218  79 

April  6,258  17  10,522  63  15,235  27  16,19056  25,79669 


$25,032  68  45,236  88  58,242  17  83,192  65  166,471  24 
From  the  1st  to  the  21st  instant,  143,131  barrels  of 
flour  were  received  at  Albany,  by  the  Erie  canal. 


New  York  trade,  I.ast  week  there  were  83  ar- 
rivals and  68  clearances.  Of  these  94  were  foreign. 
Of  the  exports  there  were 

To  Great  Britain— Corn,  145,553  bushels;  beef,  100 
tcs.  10  bbls;  pork,  1,435  bbls;  meal,  12,000  do.  flour 
13,345  do;  lard  1,-600  Ihs;  grease;  13,789  do;  bacon’ 
175,735  do;  oats,  20,442  bush;  cheese,  5,812  lbs:  ashes, 
pots,  10  bbls,  tar,  3,180  do;  turpentine,  4,475  ditto; 
beans,  250  bush;  sperm  oil,  13,500  galls;  barley,  17  - 
727  bush:  oil  cake,  232,594  Ibs.j  ’ 

To  France— Tallow,  10,100  lbs,  wax,  2,145  ditto- 
wheat,  31,809  bush;  lard,  2,227  lbs;  bark,  53  hhdt; 
rye  flour,  740  bbls. 

Bank  of  France  — Last  quarterly  report. 

_ . . , , ,,  rniliions  Francs. 

opecie  in  hand,  (including  nine  onil- 


lions  ingots  at  London),  go 

Notes  in  circulation,  249 

Bills  discounted  at  Paris,  170 

Do.  in  the  provinces,  7,5 

Balance  in  hand  of  the  cui  rent  ac- 
counts 

Deposites  of  the  treasury,  (Iasi  quar- 
ter 40  millions)  3^ 


Currency  move.ment  in  Scoti.a.nd  The  quiet 
unquestioned  stability  of  the  banks  in  Scotland  had 
long  been  proverbial.  If  they  adventure  to  pursue  the 
course  now  suggested,  we  shall  be  much  mistaken  if 
they  do  not  quickly  discover,  that  though  their  coin 
lay  apparently  useless  iii  their  vaults— yet  it  being 
there  was  all  important  to  the  value  of  its  represen- 
tation in  circulation. 

'Fhe  Glasgow  Herald  mentions  that  a greet  and 
iiifluenlial  rneeting  m favor  of  granting  a temporary 
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permission  to  the  various  hanks  throughout  the  coun- 
try to  convert  the  specie  held  by  them  into  govern- 
ment or  other  securities,  has  been  begun  at  that 
place.  It  is  understood  that  upwards  of  ^£2, 000, 000 
of  gold  are  held  by  the  Scotch  banks  alone,  which 
are  wholly  useless  in  Scotland;  no  one  ever  wishes 
to  see  a sovereign  in  that  country.  In  the  Edinburg 
stock  exchange  a similar  resolution  has  been  come 
to,  and  petitions  have  been  prepared  for  presentation 
to  parliament  on  this  subject.  It  is  added  that  all 
Scotland  will  be  moving  in  this  question  in  the  course 
of  a few  days. 

A petition  is  before  parliameat,  complaining  that 
the  Bank  of  England,  which  in  time  of  plenty  has 
abundance  of  money  to  1 ;nd,  now,  in  a time  of  great 
scarcity  of  cash,  refuses  to  lend  money  to  the  peo- 
ple. This,  says  the  United  States  Gazette,  is  like 
complaints  against  the  moon,  which  is  always  about 
in  a light  night  when  nobody  wants  her,  but  let  there 
be  a dark  night,  and  she  has  no  light  to  bestow. 

Monet  matters — The  Bank  of  England.  From 
the  time  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  carried  his  modifica- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  into  effect, 
we  have  kept  an  inquiring  eye  upon  the  operations 
of  that  institution,  as  a government,  as  well  as  a 
commercial  machine.  Circumstances  over  which  the 
bank  had  no  control  fora  considerable  lime  operated 
in  its  favor.  Opening  of  the  China  markets,  and  the 
immense  amount  of  bullion  derived  from  the  China 
indemnity,  aided  in  flooding  England  with  an  unu- 
sual amount  of  gold  and  silver,  at  the  same  time  that 
their  bankers  by  altogether  discrediting  American 
securities,  arrested  the  current  that  had  set  in  for 
some  previous  years  towards  this  country.  The  new 
bank  charter  could  hardly  do  otherwise  than  work 
well  when  every  avenue  was  flush  of  money.  The 
bank  was  loaning  freely  at  3 per  cent. 

But  how  the  new  craft  would  be  capable  of  weath- 
ering a gale,  how  it  would  work  to  keep  ofi"  lee  shores 
or  obey  the  helm  in  narrow  straits,  was  to  be  tested. 

The  Bank  of  England  undoubtedly  was  designed 
by  the  British  government  as  recharleied,  to  act  the 
part  of  a Great  Regulator  of  the  currency  of  the 
world,  as  well  as  of  the  currency  of  Great  Britain. 
So  far  as  this  little  section  of  the  round  globe  is  to 
be  affected  by  said  machine  it  is  well  enough  to  cast 
an  occasional  glance  at  its  doings. 

An  article  in  the  London  Spectator,  of  the  1st 
May  says — “The  impromptu  debate  in  parliament  on 
the  finances,  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  partly 
reflected  and  has  partly  stimulated  a vehement  dis 
cussion  out  of  doors  on  the  state  of  alarm  in  the  city, 
and  its  causes.  The  objects  of  the  disputants  have 
been,  severally,  to  inculpate  or  defend  the  bank 
charter  act  or  the  bank;  and  the  dispute  has  been 
encumbered  with  an  immense  mass  of  figures  and 
calculations.  Two  of  the  most  conspicuous  dispu- 
tants have  been  letter  writers  in  the  Times — “Mer- 
cator,” understood  in  the  city  to  be  Mr.  Jones  Lloyd; 
and  “Vindicator,”  who  may  be  conjectured  to  be 
Mr.  Horsley  Palmer.  Mr.  Lloyd  is  said  to  have  an 
old  feud  with  the  bank,  and  appears,  of  course,  as  its 
assailant.  He  is  not,  however,  among  the  indiscrimi- 
nate partisans  of  the  bank  charter  act.  Much  of  what 
has  been  uttered  on  all  sides  may  be  passed  over; 
the  facts  are  these: 

At  the  close  of  August  last,  although  some  per- 
sons predicted  difficulty,  all  was  ease  and  confidence 
With  the  public:  the  amount  of  bullion  in  the  bank 
coflTers  was  s£16, 170,000;  the  rate  at  which  the  bank 
discounted  freely  was  3 per  cent.  In  the  interval, 
causes  which  were  even  then  in  operation  have  acted 
with  a more  marked  pressure  on  the  money  market: 
there  has  been  a drain  of  gold  to  pay  for  corn  im- 
ported on  account  of  Ireland;  the  eleemosynary 
works  in  that  country  have  been  draining  the  surplus 
in  the  imperial  exchequer;  the  political  feelings  of 
the  folks  on  ’change  have  been  agitated  with  “fears 
of  change;”  and,  although  in  a subdued  form,  the 
railway  mania  has  still  had  its  periodic  influence. — 
The  price  of  consols,  which  in  August  last  ranged  at 
nearly  96,  is  now  down  to  87;  the  bullion  in  the  bank, 
which  in  August  was  about  s£16,000,U0t),  is  now 
about  s£9, 000,000,  and  is  still  under  the  action  of  a 
drain  the  end  of  which  is  not  foreseen.  These  have 
been  the  great  operations  upon  the  bank  that  are 
'patent  to  the  view. 

Other  operations  may  have  happened,  of  which 
there  is  no  cognizance;  the  private  banks  may  have 
contracted  the  circulation  so  far  as  it  depends  on 
their  operation;  and  such  is  ostensibly  the  case:  but 
it  IS  very  generally  understood  that  this  appearance 
IS  delusive,  and  that  the  private  banks  have  in  circu- 
lation a species  of  paper  which  evades  the  restrictive 
operation  of  the  law. 

Now  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and  the  working  ol 
the  bank  charter  act  come  under  criticism.  Accoruing 
to  the  direct  operation  of  the  act,  as  soon  as  the  sign 
ofdiflSculty  appeared  in  (he  unfavorablu  slat©  of  the  ^ 


exchanges,  or  still  more  imperatively  in  the  drain  of 
buHion  from  the  Issue  Departments  of  the  bank,  the 
directors  who  have  the  command  jointly  r the  Issue 
and  banking  department,  ought  to  have  contracted 
their  issues  in  proportion  to  their  drain  of  bullion. — 
So  they  did  in  the  Issue  Department.  But  they  neu- 
tralized that  effect  by  their  conduct  in  the  other  de- 
partment. Instead  of  following  the  general  rate  of 
discount  and  contracting  their  outpourings  from  that 
department,  taking  in  a reef  or  so  in  compliance 
with  the  prevalent  signs  of  trouble,  they  did  the 
very  reverse:  they  continued  a low  rate  of  discount, 
and  while  they,  as  managers  of  the  issue  department, 
contracted  the  circulation  of  paper  proportionately 
lo  the  contraction  of  the  metallic  basis,  as  managers 
of  the  banking  department  they  expanded  it  by  pour- 
ing forth  Iheir  reserved  notes,  until  that  which  stood 
at  .£9,500,600  on  the  29ih  of  .August  had  been  wasted 
to  s£2,558,000  on  the  17lh  of  .April.  The  effect  was, 
that  the  recognized  circulation  as  indicated  by  the 
bank  returns,  which  stood  at  £21,067,000  in  August 
was  £21,152,000  on  the  17lh  of  April!  Before  mat- 
ters had  quite  reached  this  point,  the  panic  abroad 
communicated  some  fears  to  the  bank,  and  it  sudden- 
ly pulls  up  with  a jerk;  raising  its  rate  of  discount 
10  an  ostensible  minimum  of  5 per  cent,  but  aggra- 
vating the  effect  of  that  restriction  by  the  utmost 
selectness  in  allowing  discounts. 

Such  are  the  chief  facts  which  led  to  the  opposing 
conclusions  that  we  have  noted.  The  opponents  of 
the  restrictive  provisions  in  the  bank  charter  act 
loudly  exclaim  that  the  act  does  not  work  perfectly; 
it  is  not  infallibly,  peremptorily,  and  quite  independ- 
ently of  the  human  feelings  of  bank  directors,  self- 
adjusting.  It  is  not,  as  we  learn,  by  this  experience, 
an  ideal  statute  through  which  it  is  impossible  to 
drive  a coach  and  six.  On  the  other  hand  the  bank 
directors  are  angrily  denounced.  They  appear,  how- 
ever, to  have  broken  no  laws — except  those  of  com- 
mon sense;  The  law  maker  had  a right  lo  presume 
that  a great  commercial  body  like  the  banking  de- 
partment would  be  influenced  by  the  normal  influ- 
ences of  commerce  and  the  rules  of  sound  banking; 
and  if  the  result  does  not  warrant  that  presumption, 
it  rather  suggests  an  amended  course  for  the  future, 
than  supplies  just  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
law  maker.  Possibly  they  were  haunted  by  some 
traditional  impressions  as  to  their  function  of  balanc- 
ing the  circulation;  and  also  swayed  by  city  sympa- 
thies and  the  civic  reluctance  to  use  stern  measures 
towards  mercantile  allies.  Be  all  this  as  it  may,  the 
managers  of  that  great  trading  body  called  Banking 
Department  of  the  Bank  of  England  have  been  doing 
their  best  to  counteract  (heir  own  acts  as  managers 
of  the  official  branch  called  the  Issue  Department; 
they  have  done  their  best  lo  neutralise  or  at  least 
postpone  the  operation  of  their  own  charter  act. — 
Such  conduct,  of  course,  will  not  be  forgotten  on  the 
next  revisal  of  the  chatter. 

We  have  now  marshalled  all  the  facts  that  con- 
cern the  conduct  of  the  bank;  but  a few  ol  a more 
general  kind  are  observable.  Although  there  is  a 
“panic”  in  the  city,  and  although  deputations  are 
coming  up  to  London  lo  complain  of  the  currency 
laws,  there  really  appears  lo  be  no  proportionate 
amount  of  “distress.”  The  currency  appears  to  be 
nearly  at  the  old  level.  Trade  is  not  in  a worse  stale. 
The  reports,  indeed,  vary;  but  with  statements  that 
the  resort  to  short  lime  increases,  come  others  that 
“extensive  orders”  cannot  be  executed  for  want  of 
“accommodation.”  There  are  not,  therefore,  the 
glutted  markets  and  stagnant  employment  of  former 
panics;  but  there  is  a temporary  deficiency  of  float- 
ing capital  as  compared  with  the  opportunities  for 
commercial  activity.  The  instant  diliiculty  is  great, 
but  really  trade  seems  to  be  reviving.  Although 
there  is  an  outcry,  the  Gazettes  do  not  exhibit 
corresponding  arrays  of  bankruptcies.  Tlius  far 
there  are  the  fears  of  1825  without  the  disasters. — 
The  disturbance  bears  all  the  features  ol  a purely 
banking  derangement.  Many  questions  will  occur, 
but  as  yet  the  evidence  lor  a settlement  of  any 
one  is  hardly  complete.  How  far  the  “distress” 
was  avoidable  or  not,  cannot  be  determined;  but  it 
is  undeniable  that  the  drain  of  our  resources  for 
food  imported,  and  for  inevitably  wasteful  modes  of 
aiding  lielpless  Ireland,  must  have  pinched  the  coun- 
try for  a time.  Perliaps  the  pinch  ought  to  have  been 
felt  sooner.  But  it  is  not  clear  that  any  serious  mis- 
chief has  been  done.  Although  the  Bank  ofEngland 
at  the  expense  of  a recklessness  in  risk  that  could 
not  have  been  foreseen,  has  succeeded,  by  a per- 
verse zeal,  in  deferring  the  plain  operation  of  the 
currency  laws,  it  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  that 
operation.  It  has  been  oMiged  lo  yield  at  last,  and 
the  restrictive  Jaws  are  in  operation.  Some  of  the 
loudest  denouncers,  who  professed  to  assail  those 
laws  because  they  appeared  to  be  inoperative,  dislike 
them  because  they  are  stringent.  Conflicting  com- 
plninls  must  not  be  taken  curoulaVively,  but  as  mu- 


tually corrective.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  us, 
that  with  the  lively  iniaginalion  peculiar  to  money- 
writers,  the  conclusions  draivn  from  the  evidence  of 
the  facts  thus  far  have  been  hasty,  sweeping  and 
exaggerated. 


FAMINE  IN  EUROPE. 


Ireland. — Our  columns  present  some  mournful 
evidences  of  the  fearful  progress  of  destitution  and 
disease,  in  this  unfortunate  country.  The  terri. 
ble  fever  scourge,  so  justly  apprehended,  is  becom- 
ing alarmingly  severe.  Thousands  of  the  poorer 
classes  have  sunk  under  it;  and,  whilst  more  and 
more  of  them  are  daily  attacked,  it  has  begun  to  as- 
sail those  in  belter  circumstances,  of  whom  several 
have  already  fallen  its  victims.  In  Galway,  some 
of  the  gentry  of  the  county  have  died  of  fever,  and 
more  are  siifl'ering  under  it.  The  city  of  Cork  is  in 
a dreadful  condition.  The  people  have  become 
afraid,  lest  they  may  be  utterly  borne  down  by  the 
flood  of  pauperism  and  disease,  which  is  setting  in 
upon  them;  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  establish 
a sort  of  barrier  of  health,  with  the  view  of  preven- 
ting the  influx  of  paupers. 

[Belfast  fforlhern  Whig. 

Five  magistrates  of  the  county  Galway  died  last 
week  of  malignant  fever,  and  others  are  seriously 
ill.  [Limerick  Chronicle., 

The  Waterford  JVeeman  states  that  three  hundr^ 
destitute  persons  are  relieved  daily,  and  receive 
rations  from  the  limited  resources  of  the  monks  at 
Mount  Melleray. 

The  Mayo  Constitution  states,  that  one  half  of  that 
county  is  now  “a  barren  waste,”  and  that  a deep, 
unchangeable  apathy  seems  to  have  taken  possession 
of  the  minds  of  the  farmer  classes. 

Sir  Henry  Winston  Barron  says,  the  poor  are 
using  the  Indian  meal  without  boiling  it  sufficiently, 
and  thereby  dysentery  is  promoted  lo  a frightful 
extent.  The  meal  should  be  put  lo  sleep  over  night, 
and  then  boiled  in  the  morning  for  three  hours. 

An  idea  of  the  deaths  from  famine  in  this  county, 
says  the  Cork  Reporter,  may  be  formed  from  the 
statements  of  three  Roman  Catholic  Clergymen, 
whose  testimony  we  are  accidentally  able  to  adduce 
in  this  day’s  impression.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mahoney 
says,  that  in  his  parish  of  Croachlord,  the  population 
of  which  is  6000,  the  average  of  deaths  from  lamine 
is  fifty  weekly;  the  Rev.  Mr  Barry,  V.C.,  states 
that  nearly  four  thousand  persons,  if  not  more,  have 
fallen  victims  to  famine  in  Bantry  alone;  and  the 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh,  Bishop  of  Cloyiie  and  Ross, 
states  on  the  authority  of  a parish  priest,  containing  a 
population  of  3700,  the  number  of  deaths  lor  the 
last  month  was  two  hundred  and  eighty;  and  that 
“in  one  of  the  sea  coast  villages,  which  six  mouths 
ago  contained  a population  ol  260  persons,  there  are 
now  standing  but  three  hovels,  with  about  a dozen 
persons;”  he  adds,  “the  other  hamlets  have  been 
entirely  depopulated.” 

The  Cork  Examiner  contains  the  following  shock- 
ing statement; — “We  this  day  witnessed  amosthor- 
rilyiiigand  appalling  spectacle  at  the  Shandon  guard 
house,  at  the  tool  ol  Mallow  lane.  Under  the  sheds 
attached  to  that  building  lay  some  thirty  eight  hu- 
man beings — old  and  young  men,  women,  children, 
and  miauls  of  the  teiideresl  age — all  huddled  togeth- 
er, like  so  many  pigs  or  dogs,  on  tlieground,  with- 
out any  other  covering  but  the  rags  on  their 
persons,  and  these  in  the  last  stage  of  tilth  and  hid- 
eousness. There  they  lay — some  dying — some  dead 
— ail  gaunt  and  yellow,  and  hideous  with  famine  and 
disease.  We  have  seen  many  sigliis  of  liorror  wiihin 
the  last  month,  but  never  any  thing  equal  to  this 
congregated  mass  of  human  debasement.  - 1 ne  smell 
that  came  from  the  unfortunates  was  otiensive  in  ihe 
extreme,  and  was  sufficient  ol  itself  to  propagate 
disease.  Two  of  these  wretched  people  died  this 
morning,  a man  and  a child.  How  many  will  loUow 
them  before  the  evening  lo  their  home  ol  eternal 
peace  we  may  not  calculate.  Several  dead  bodies, 
principally  of  children  were  found  this  morning  in 
various  parts  of  the  city.  Hundreds  ol  wretched 
objects  lie  about  under  sheds,  without  lood  or  cov- 
ering.” 

The  weather  in  Ireland  has  lately  undergone  a 
favorable  change,  and  the  prospects  ot  the  crops, 
including  wheal,  oats  and  potatoes,  are  highly  en- 
couraging. The  amount  planted  will  be  about  the 
Iburlh  part  ol  a crop  in  ordinary  years. 

Deputations  had  been  sent  tro.n  Cork  to  present 
to  Capl.  Forbes  thanks  for  the  food  he  had  brought 
them.  It  was  determined  that  the  cargo  ot  the 
vessel  should  be  divided  among  the  ten  unions  of  the 
county. 

The  Dublin  Freeman’s  Journal  of  the  3d  inst.  is  ne  ar- 
ly  filled  with  the  proceedings  of  the  eorporaiion  of  ill  at 
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citv,  in  relation  m the  "ifis  of  foo  l and  money,  by  the 
Ampriean  p-  nnie,  to  tin-  etarving  poor  of  Ireland.  Thir- 
leen  ihoiisand  p Mods.  M mnoey,  h id  already  been  re- 
ceived, and  ill' cargoes  of  twenty  vessels  had  been  enu- 
merated as  on  their  way,  loaded  with  contributions. 

The  brig  Limn.  Capt.  Higgins,  the  second  vessel  des- 
pa chid  by  the  N.  Orleans  comniitlee  of  relief  for  Ire- 
land, cdeared  f^roni  thence  on  the  6ih  inst.  with  a cargo 
valued  at  S14, 000.  The  committee  had  [l  eviously  remit- 
ted SI5.000  in  cash  to  our  minister  at  London  for  the 
■nine  object. 

The  Philadelphia  relief  fund  for  Ireland  ainoniits  now 
to  about  85.5,000  which  does  not  include  contributions 
ill  breadstuffs,  nor  the  funds  raised  and  disposed  of  by 
the  Societies  of  Friends  and  someot  the  churches. 

Five  cargoes  of  contributions  have  sailed  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  Raltimore  comnittee  for  tlie  relief  of  the  sufFering 
poor  of  Ireland,  in  coniniiciion  wiih  the  society  of  Friends 
are  now  loading  the  brig  William  and  Sarah,  at  Fell’s 
Point,  with  corn,  corn  meal,  &c. 

Messrs.  Newhold  and  Cruft,  of  New  York,  have  re- 
ceived from  -^V.  Richardson,  E«q.,  chairman  of  the  Irisli 
relief  conimitieee  of  Louisville.  Ky.,aii  addhioiial  remit- 
tance of  $2500,  making  in  all  from  that  source  86500, 
whicli  has  been  e.xpended  in  the  purchase  of  1031  bbis. 
corn  meal,  100  bbls.  flour,  and  100  bbls,  beans,  and  the 
necessary  expenses  of  shipment. 

The  Anglo  Saxon. — One  of  the  finest  and  largest  ships 
that  belonged  to  our  pons,  on  the  5ih  inst.,  was  despatch- 
ed hv  the  relief  committee  Boston,  with  a cargo  of  bread 
siiifls  &e.  valued  at  $50,000,  (or  Ireland,  On  the  3ih, 
about  midnight,  during  a S.  E.  storm,  she  went  ashore 
on  Duck  Island,  near  Sable  Harbour,  and  was  lost. — 
The  crew  and  ninety  passengers  on  board  were  all  saved 
The  vessel  and  cargo  were  insured. 

The  Macedonian. — The  New  York  papers  state  that 
the  Macedonian  frigate  has  her  cargo  of  the  freight  lor 
the  poor  of  Ireland  made  up,  and  will  soon  sal  1 for  Cork. 
The  Boston  relief  committee  supplied  the  food  necessary 
to  complete  her  cargo,  under  specific  reslrictions.  The 
N.  York  committee  declined  to  send  their  contribution.s 
by  her.  The  Boston  committee  have  $50,000  in  hand 
with  which  provisions  will  be  purchased  in  New  York 
10  complete  the  cargo. 

Madeira. — Letters  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  House,  seamen’s 
Bethel,  New  Bedford,  stale  that  many  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants  have  siarved  to  death!  Flour  had  sold  at 
$27  per  bbl.  but  numbers  were  unable  to  purchase  it  at 
any  price  “f’or  God’s  sake  send  us  sonre  Indian  corn,  or 
we  must  all  perish.  A linle  rice  would  bo  thankfully  re- 
ceived. Oh!  that  vve  might  have  a portion  of  tliat  which 
the  highly  favored  Americans  ihrow  to  their  animals,  to 
keep  us  free  from  the  grave.’’ 

Messrs  Corcoran  it  Riggs,  Washington,  have  trans- 
mjlted  to  the  N.  York  committee  of  relief  for  Ireland, 
$5000,  as  a contribution,  wherewith  to  purchase  food  lor 
sufferers. 

Friends. — We  understand  that  the  members  of 
the  society  of  Friends  belonging  to  the  yearly  meet- 
ing held  last  week  in  the  Cherry  and  Green  street 
houses,  have  contributed  in  money  and  provisions 
nearly  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  sntfer- 
ers  in  Ireland.  Philadelphia  U-  S.  Gazelle. 

THE  JAMESTOWN  AT  CORK. 

We  noticed  the  arrival,  and  joyous  reception  of 
the  United  Slates  ship  in  a former  number  and  had 
in  type  for  insertion  then,  the  following  account  of 
proceedings  at  the  dinner  given  to  Capt.  Forbes  on 
the  occasion,  hut  the  want  of  space  obliged  us  to  de 
fer  to  the  present  time. 

The  first  toast  of  course  was  “The  Queen,’’ — then 
“Prince  Albert’’ — and  then,  “The  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  prosperity  to  old  Ireland,’’ — to  which  the  chair- 
man responded.  His  themes  were  Captain  Forbes — 
Wasliington — America — Massachusetts — Hancock— 
Adams — Boston. 

“ I o me  gentlemen,  who  have  spent  my  youth  and 
early  days  of  nianliood  in  that  country — a country 
to  which  I am  bound  by  the  strongest,  the  holiest 
ties,  [hear,  hear,j  connected  also  with  a family  whose 
name  is  written  m iPe  brigtilesl  page  of  that  coun- 
try’s history  — the  scenes  ol  Tuesday  last  were  of 
the  most  pleasing  and  gratifying  description.  [Hear, 
hear.]  You  genlleinen,  must  have  witnessed  llie  en- 
thusiasm whieli  prevailed  on  the  occasion  when  tiie 
good  ship  moved  slowly  and  majestically  across  the 
broad  expanse  of  onr  glittering  waters,  when  the 
tear  drop  ol  joy  trembled  in  the  eye  of  many;  for 
joy,  like  pity,  melts  the  heart  to  tears.  [Hear.] — 
Yes,  you  must  have  seen  the  tear  glistening  in  the 
eye  ot  .-.lany  a thousand  whose  parching  tongues 
hailed  with  joy,  and  exclaimed,  with  heartfelt  ejac- 
ulation, -May  God  bless  America!”  [Cheers.]— 
And  how  shall  1 speak  of  the  uccarrences  of  the 
night:  the  night  when  bonfires  blazed  from  every 


I hill;  when  a thousand  lamps  made  the  face  of  night 
look  beautiful  and  brilliant,  whilst ‘fairy  like  music,’ 
stole  across  the  whispering  waters,  which  murmur- 
ed and  rippled  joyfully  in  the  beam  of  light,  as  if 
conscious  of  the  precious  burden  they  bore  on  their 
brightened  bosom.  [Cheering.”] 

» # # # “Acts  such  as  these  are  the  strongest 

bonds  of  amity  and  peace.  Acts  such  as  these  are 
the  safest  treaties  by  which  nations  can  be  bound, 
[Hear,  hear.]  They  are  treaties  formed  in  the  sym- 
pathies and  art'ections  of  the  people,  in  the  good  and 
amiable  qualities  of  the  human  heart,  and  not  based, 
as  they  generally  are,  upon  crooked  policy  or  selfish 
interests.  [Ctieers.]  If  the  tyrants  by  whom  the 
world  is  infested  should  ever  at  any  period  league 
against  America  and  her  free  institutiqns,  it  will  be 
some  consolation  to  them  to  know  that  wherever 
there  lives  an  Irishman,  wherever  a free  heart  beats 
or  a v irtuous  mind  operates,  that  there  America  will 
nave  an  unfailing  ally,  an  inalienable  friend.  [Loud 
cheers.]  Yes,  vve  will  pray  that  no  pestilential 
breath  shall  ever  lay  bare  her  fertile  plains  or  blight 
her  abundant  crops.  [Cheers  ] That  no  foreign 
foe  shall  ever  pollute  her  shores  of  freedom,  or  do- 
mestic enemy  rend  asunder  the  union  in  which  she 
now  reposes  and  sliall  continue  to  repose. 

Gentlemen,!  give  you  the  health  of  our  distinguish- 
ed guest.  Captain  Forbes,  and  the  country  of  which 
he  is  so  worthy  a representative.  [The  toast  was 
drunk  with  deafening  acclamations,  nine  limes  nine 
and  one  cheer  more.”] 

Capt.  Forbes  made  a felicitous  reply,  gave  a his- 
tory of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  fitting 
out  of  the  Jamestown,  and  read  a number  of  letters, 
&c.  bearing  upon  the  subject. 

“The  Jamestown  brings  only  about  one  third  of 
the  contributions  of  Massachusetts  and  the  v ieinily, 
and  the  barque  Lawton  will  probably  be  here  in  a 
week  or  two  with  a similarquaniity.  A third  cargo 
will  go  to  Scotland  from  the  same  source.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I must  be  brief;  lime,  warns  me 
that  1 have  said  enough;  yet  I cannot  leave  off  the  sub- 
ject without  alluding  to  the  peculiarly  unfortunate 
circumstances  in  which  I find  the  inhabitants  of  your 
town  and  country.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop,  from 
wliom  1 anticipated  a welcome,  gone  but  recently 
to  give  account  of  his  long  stewardship  — [hear, 
hear] — the  Mayor  of  Coik,  it  not  actually  deceased, 

1 fear  m the  last  stage  of  his  mortal  pilgrimage — 
your  people,  alas!  in  a condition,  even  within  the 
tiearing  of  these  walls,  bowed  with  famine  and  pes- 
tilence! [Hear,  hear.]  I would  willingly  draw  a 
veil  over  the  picture  of  the  sorrows  and  sufferings  I 
know  to  exist  within  one  minute’s  v/alk,  and  which 
1 confess  I have  no  courage  to  face  with  fortitude. 

1 would  gladly  forget,  if  I could,  the  scenes  I v/it- 
iiessed  yesterday  in  Cork,  [hear,  hear]  and  which 
1 am  assured  are  nothing — absolutely  nothing — com- 
pared to  what  I might  see,  had  1 the  courage  to  go 
with  the  Rev.  Father  Mathew  into  the  haunts  of 
misery,  as  1 did  yesterday,  on  the  higliways!  But, 
sir,  I confess  myself  wanting  in  moral  and  physical 
courage  and  never  to  meet  death  and  affliuUon  lace 
to  face  with  any  degree  of  firmness.  1 witnessed, 
yesterday,  in  two  hours’  walk,  more  actual  distress 
and  apparent  poverty  than  I ever  saw  in  luy  whole 
life,  not  excepting  a residence  of  years  in  C.iina, 
where  beggaiy  is  a profession;  and  yet  1 am  told 
that  I saw  noining  to  be  compared  to  in  door  sufFering, 
and  liie  suffering  m the  country,  [hear,  liear,]  a!)  of 
whicli,  if  one  teiitli  part  1 read  in  ttie  papers  be  true, 

1 can  readily  conceive.  [Ileaf,  hear.]  This,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  a day  of  festivity,  of  hospitality,  an  1 
gratitude  to  the  great  pilot  wlio  has  brought  us  wilh 
our  mile  to  glaiJden  the  hearts  of  a few  of  your 
countrymen.  [Hear,  hear  ] To  me  it  is  mixed  wilh 
much  alloy  from  the  contemplation  of  the  neiglibor- 
ing  sorrow  and  suffering.  Let  us  not,  in  our  convi- 
viality today,  or  herea'Uer,  forget  the  poor  without; 
let  us  feel  that  every  morsel  of  the  crumbs  which 
fall  from  your  abundance  must  be  treasured  up  for 

them,  [hear,  hear,]  and  let  us  pray  to  the  Great 
Ruler  for  hearts  and  hands  to  meet  the  dreadful 
crisis  which  1 fear  is  yet  to  come.  [Hear  ] 

The  Chairman  having  proposed  the  heallii  of  Mr. 
Burke  Roche,  county  representative,  the  latter  gen- 
tieman  arose  and  poured  lorih  an  address  full  ol 
feeling  and  pathos,  of  which  the  following  is  a part: 

Ha  had  been  working  hard  and  doing  his  best  fur 
the  poor  of  his  locality;  and  though  repose  might  be 
better  suited  to  his  physical  well  being,  yet  it  struck 
him  on  yesterday,  when  he  had  heard  of  this  inten- 
ded compliment  to  llie  gentlemen  then  present  as 
guest-i,  that  he  would  be  wanting  in  his  duty  were 
he  not  present  to  compliment  the  representatives  of 
free  America,  however  humble  his  meed  ol  approba- 
tion. [Hear,  hear,  and  cheers  ] In  the  name, 

then,  of  the  people  of  the  county  whom  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  whose  interests  he  heped  he  ne- 
ver had  betrayed,  [hear  and  cheers,]  and  whose 


feelings  he  believed  he  honestly  represented,  every 
beating  of  whese  breasts  he  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  count  from  his  residence  among  them,  he 
begged  to  thank  the  gentlemen,  their  honored  guests 
of  the  evening.  [Cheers.]  Ha  (Mr.  Roche)  had 
known  the  Irish  people  long  and  well,  and  had  bro- 
ken the  humble  polatoe,  then  defunct,  at  their  board, 
and  in  the  name  of  that  people  he  bid  a hearty,  a 
grateful,  and  an  honest  welcome  to  the  independent 
representatives  of  the  free  Stales  of  America.  [Loud 
cheer.s.]  They  were  not  to  measure  the  gratitude 
of  the  Irish  people  by  the  feeling  displayed  at  even 
the  magnificent  gift  which  they  had  brought  to  the 
Irish  shores;  for  that  feeling  fell  far  short  ol  the 
abounding  gratitude  and  love  which  the  people  of 
Ireland  felt,  not  for  the  gift  t!».cy  had  brought,  but 
for  the  imperishable  sympathy  the  American  people 
had  exhibited  for  the  Irish  people  in  the  hour  of 
affliction  and  misery.  [Hear  and  cheers  J However 
strongly  the  people  of  Ireland  might  be  influenced 
by  feelings  of  love  or  hatred,  there  existed  one  vir- 
tue in  their  character,  one  lasting  and  paramount 
virtue,  and  that  was  gratitude.  [Cheers.]  He  (the 
honorable  member)  felt  that  the  Irish  people  had 
incurred  a deep  debt  of  gratitude  toward  the  people  of 
America  by  reason  of  the  exertions  of  that  people  to 
relieve  them.  [Hear.]  At  that  late  hour  of  the 
evening  it  was  not  for  him  to  trespass  on  them  fur- 
ther than  to  advert  to  the  recognised  authorities  of 
America  who  had  so  liberally  and  freely  given  a 
ship  of  their  navy  to  bear  to  Ireland,  not  weapons 
of  death  primed  to  the  muzzle;  but  life  and  hope  and 
comfort  to  the  afflicted  people.  [Cheers  ] Such 
conduct  should  contrast  strongly  with  that  of  the 
cold,  calculating,  and  politico-economic  conduct  of 
other  governinenls;  and  without  further  preface  he 
begged  to  propose  the  “health  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  and  the  government  which  had  so 
liberally  granted  the  use  of  their  vesse's  f r the  ser- 
vice of  the  Irish  people.”  [The  toast  was  drunk 
with  the  loudest  acclamation  ] 

The  American  consul  (Mr.  Murphy)  returned 
thanks  in  brief  tei  ms. 

WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


‘‘army  of  invasion.” 

By  the  steamer  Fashion,  arrived  at  New  Orleans, 
Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  12. h,  Jalapa  to  the  11th, and 
Tampico  to  the  14ih  May,  are  received. 

General  Patterson  came  passenger  in  the  Fash- 
ion. 

Tlie  Vera  Cruz  cerrespondent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Times  ot  tlie  10th  instant,  writes:  “The  volunteers, 
to  the  number  of  about  fifteen  hundred,  have  arriv- 
ed, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Baker,  the  late 
representative  of  the  military  in  congress.  Colonels 
Haskell  and  Forman  are  also  with  them,  the  former 
sutt’ering  much  from  a severe  burn  received  m firing 
a magazine  at  Gerro  Gordo.” 

On  the  llih  he  writes  that  General  Patterson  had 
directed  the  Fashion  to  be  reserved  for  himself  “and 
the  wounded  officers,  of  which  1 did  not  know  there 
were  any  in  town,  except  Colonel  Haskell.”  “'The 
Endora  is  to  be  filled  at  once  and  despatched,  and 
two  or  Uiree  sailing  vessels  will  take  liie  remainder 
of  the  officers  and  troops.” 

Le  adds — sa  ne  dale:  “Quite  an  excitement  is 

[jruduced  amongst  the  unacciimated  this  morning, 
by  reports  of  the  appparance  of  the  vomito.  Two 
deaths  have  occurred  during  the  night,  and  both  are 
attribultd  to  that  dread  disease.  One  victim  was  li 
French  lady,  and  the  other  Mr.  Smith,  the  sutler  of 
tlie  Peimsyivaiiia  regiment.  Both  were  in  full  health 
two  days  ago.” 

General  Patterson  left  Jalapa  on  the  6lh. 

1 lie  reports  respecting  a (iepulation  or  overtures 
from  the  capital  of  Mexico  were  totally  unfounded. 
JVb  signs  (f  peace.  War,  war,  and  blood,  was  the 
tone  ol  all  llie  parties  and  of  all  the  Mexican  papers. 
“Peace  has  no  organ  m Mexico,”  says  the  Picayune 
of  tlie  I9iii.  “The  church  party  will  not  allow  the 
partisans  ol  I'  arias  to  surpass  them  in  denunciations 
of  the  Yankees.  'J’he  organ  urges  the  populace 
against  ‘.he  ‘traitors’  wilh  such  language  as  “Let 
their  blood  wash  out  the  disgraces  of  the  nation,  then 
let  us  prepare  for  universal  insurrection,  which, 
like  the  lightuing,  shall  consume  and  devour  the 
Yankees.” 

On  the  1st  of  May  President  Anaya  declared  the 
city  of  Mexico  in  a state  of  siege — equivalent  to  de- 
claring martial  law. 

'J'he  governor  of  the  Federal  district  of  Mexi- 
co, in  an  address  to  the  citizens  says:  “War,  and 
war  only;  war  to  the  death;  war  as  it  was  waged  by 
the  Morelos,  the  Galeanas,  the  Malamoros.  Let  us 
die  rather  than  negotiate.  He  is  a traitor  who  seeks 
to  divide  us.  He  is  a traitor  who  speaks  of  peace, 
who  dares  to  propose  the  slightest  truce.  And  again: 
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“Mexicans!  we  are  all  one,  and  Mexicans  only. — 
Let  us  be  unanimous;  let  there  be  hut  one  cry,  and 
let  that  cry  be  war.” 

The  Jalapa  'Star,'  assigns  as  a reason  for  the  vo- 
lunteers leaving  at  the  time  they  did,  the  fact  that 
Vera  Cruit  was  now  comparatively  healthy.  At  the 
period  their  time  would  expire,  the  vomiio  would 
almost  certainly  be  prevailing, — and  home  they  de- 
termined to  come  then,  if  not  now. 

The  proceedings  at  Washington,  it  is  said,  had 
created  a general  disaflection  in  the  army. 

General  Shields  is  recovering. 

The  Mexicans  have  evacuated  Puebla,  and  at  least 
partially  if  not  entirely  discontinued  their  labour 
upon  the  fortifications  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  the  first  division  of  General 
Scott’s  army  under  General  Quitman,  marched  from 
Jalapa  to  take  possession  of  the  city  of  Puebla. — 
Three  other  divisions  were  to  follow,  each  on  a suc- 
cessive day.  They  expected  to  occupy  Puebla  on 
the  17th  inst. 

Gen.  Scott  and  General  Twiggs’s  brigade  were  to 
follow  in  a follow  in  a few  days. 

Sakta.  Anna  has  again  been  appointed  commander 
of  the  army  by  the  Mexican  government.  At  the 
last  accounts  from  him,  he  was  at  Orizaba,  rallying 
what  troops  he  could.  His  force  was  variously  es- 
timated from  600  to  6,000  men.  What  his  designs 
were,  was  all  conjecture.  There  was  certainly  some 
little  apprehension  Uial  he  might  make  a dash  down 
upon  Vera  Cruz,  provided  General  Scott  adventured 
to  the  capital.  More  immediata  apprehensions 
however  were  entertained  of  his  attempting  to  make 
a dash  at  the  wagon  train  which  he  kr.evv  was  about 
to  leave  Vera  Cruz  fur  General  Scott’s  army,  and  a 
formidable  escort  therefore  had  to  be  provided  to 
accompany  the  train,  which  commenced  leaving  Ve 
ra  Cruz  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  would  lake  up 
its  regular  line  from  Santa  Fe,  eight  miles  on  the 
Jalapa  road,  on  the  9th  inst.  It  was  the  most  formi- 
dable train  that  ever  entered  that  country,  being  no 
less  than  six  miles  in  length,  having  over  four  hun- 
dred wagons  and  took,  it  is  said,  a million  of  dollars 
in  gold,  besides  munitions,  stores,  &c.  It  was  ac- 
companied by  about  a thousand  pack  mules.  The 
escort  consisted  of  1,000  men,  5U0  of  whom  v^’ele 
dragoons  sent  down  by  General  Scott  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  the  want  of  the  stores  which  this 
train  starts  with  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  8ih  and  9ih 
of  May,  that  prevented  General  Scott  from  follow- 
ing up  the  decisive  victory  which  he  achieved  on  the 
23d  of  February  at  Sierra  Gordo; — the  same  hard 
fate  that  Gen.  Taylor  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
alter  his  victory  at  Matamoros. 

Cn  the  same  day  that  this  train  left  Vera  Cruz,  Itie 
first  division  of  General  .SeoU’s  army  lell  Jalapa  fur 
Puebla. 

Capt.  Walker,  with  hi5  iruop  of  over  100  dra- 
goons reached  Vera  Cruz  from  .New  Orleans  in  good 
order  and  ready  to  imninl,  and  were  very  acceptable 
to  the  Americans  at  ihe  momeni. 

N.  P.  Trist,  E>q.  second  ulficcr  of  our  slate  de- 
partoienl,  reached  Vera  Cruz  on  the  (i  h of  May. — 
He  may  possibly  have  in  charge  some  commission  a? 
lo  tiie  disposition  ol  Uic  three  millions  whic!i  the 
President  had  auliiority  Irom  congress  to  employ  in 
negoualing  a peace  with  Mexico. 

The  correspondem  ul  ilio  N.  O.  Times,  wiites  on  the 
7;h:  “Mr.  N.  P.  Trisi  armed  yc.-ir rda.v  wiih  despatches 
lor  General  Scot!  and  Cuiiimodore  lArry.  J lie  corn- 
inodofe  came  up  lo-duy  and  field  long  coiiversalions 
wnh  Mr.  Trisi,  evideniO'  very  coiifidenliul,  and  ohen  in 
a lone  of  voice  and  in  a iiiaiiiicr  whicli  iiulicuted  cum- 
niunicatioiis  and  seuurnenis  ul  no  oidmary  imporlancc. 
Mr.  Trisi  IS  the  gi,veniment,  in  Mexico.  He  goes  wnh 
ihc  tram  lu-iiiorrow  to  meet  Gent  rul  Scott,  and  will 
doubtless  give  hull  ample  inslrucuoiis  fur  ilie  efieciuiil 
prosecuiioii  o)  the  wai!’ 

The  Vera  Cruz  Eagle  contains  a list  of  fifty  five  sol- 
diers that  have  died  tliere  within  llie  last  lliree  weeks. 

Many  barhiiri.ies  are  conmiiucd  mi  ifie  road  i y tmall 
parlies,  which  speak  likelndirtiis  ainmiy  the  hrusliw oud, 
and  watch  for  stragglers  iVoia  the  trains.  A lieutenant, 
Kingsbury,  ot  the  volunteers,  [nut  the  iiilelhpciit  and  iu- 
tiepid  member  ot  Geneial  Tayloi’s  .slafii)  was,  the  other 
day,  mangled  in  a dreadful  niaiiiicr — barely  escaping  to 
Jalapa  wiiii  liis  life.  Many  otliers  wlio  have  observed 
too  little  caution  have  fared  niucii  worse — some  being 
found  dead  in  a few  minutes  after  they  had  stepped  oui 
ol  the  tram,  or  line  ol  escort,  and  nu.t.'-ace  of  their  mur- 
derers remaining  nistiiiguishablc. 

Later. — The  stenmer  Mary  Kingsland  reached  New 
Orleans  on  the  18th  with  Vera  Gniz  dales  to  the  13th. 
Major  Count  de  Bongais,  aid  to  General' Shields,  and 
several  companies  ot  the  Illinois  volunteers  came  pas- 
sengers. 

The  two  Tennessee,  the  3d  and  4th  Illinois,  the  Geor- 
gia, and  the  Alabama  regiments,  have  all  left  the  army, 
and  return  liome. 


Occasionally  a case  of  vovxito  occurred  but  apprehen- 
sions from  that  cause  as  well  as  of  an  attack  from  Santa 
Anna  were  subsiding,  though  speculations  as  to  Santa 
Anna's  whereabouts  and  designs  are  the  principal 
themes  of  all  the  letters  by  this  arrival. 

The  return  of  so  formidable  a portion  of  General 
Scott’s  army , and  the  want  of  olticr  troops  tore- 
place  them,  has  paralized  the  movements  towards 
Mexico.  General  Patterson,  who  liad  started  to 
take  command  of  the  advance,  is  now  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  General  Scott’s  disposable  force  is 
said  not  to  exceed  6,000  men.  He  will  advance  as 
far  as  Puebla,  and  there  await  events. 

Famalies  were  rapidly  leaving  the  city  of  Mexico. 
At  Toluca  rents  went  up  to  such  a price  in  conse- 
quence, that  the  authorities  interfered. 

A Tampico  letter  of  the  12th,  in  the  N.  Orleans 
Times,  says:  “We  have  dates  from  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico lo  tlie  5th  instant.  Peace  appears  to  be  further 
off  than  ever.  1 think  the  war  is  just  commencing. 
We  had  an  alarm  yesterday,  that  Urrea  was  within 
30  miles  of  the  city  with  a large  body  of  cavalry.” 

Foray  upon  Santa  Fe. — The  great  wagon  train 
started  from  this  village  eight  miles  from  Vera  Cruz, 
on  the  9th  of  May.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  a de- 
tachment of  eleven  dragoons  were  there,  and  whilst 
all  were  asleep  except  the  sentinel,  a band  of  Mex- 
ican guerrillas  rushed  upon  them.  The  sentinel’s 
gun  misled  lire  and  he  was  killed  defending  himself. 
Six  of  tlie  oilier  dragoons  were  killed  and  lliree 
wounded.  One  only  escaped.  On  learning  Ihe  event 
at  Vera  Cruz,  Captain  Walker’s  dragoons  were  des- 
patched in  search  of  the  banditti. 

general  orders — NO  128. 

Headquarters  of  Ike  .’Jrmj/, 
Jalapa,  ^pril  30,  1847. 

1.  The  divisions  of  the  army  in  lliis  neighborhood 
will  be  held  in  readiness  to  advance  soon  after  the 
arrival  of  trains  now  coming  up  from  Vera  Cruz. 

2.  Tlie  route  and  the  time  of  commencing  the 
march  will  be  given  at  general  headquarters. 

3.  Major  Gen.  Patterson,  after  designating  a regi- 
ment of  V uluiiteers  as  pari  ol'  tlie  garrison  lo  holu  this 
place,  will  pul  his  brigades  successively  in  march, 
wilti  an  inlerval  of  twenty-lbur  hours  between 
lliern. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  T«  iggs’  division  will  follow  the 
movement,  also  by  brigades. 

5.  Each  brigade,  whether  of  regulars  or  volunteers, 
will  be  charged  with  escorting  such  part  of  the  gene- 
ral supply  tram  of  the  army  as  the  chiefs  of  Ihe  ge- 
neral staff  may  have  ready  to  send  forward. 

6.  Every  man  of  the  division  will  lake  two  days’ 
subsistence  in  his  haversack.  This  will  be  Ihe  gene 
ral  rule  fur  all  marches  when  a greater  number  oi 
rations  is  not  specially  mentioned. 

7.  As  the  season  is  near  when  the  army  may  no 
longer  expect  to  derive  supplies  from  Vera  Cruz,  it 
must  begin  to  look  exclusively  lo  the  resources  of 
llie  country. 

3.  'J'liose  resources,  far  from  being  over  abundant 
near  the  line  of  operations,  would  soon  fail  to  sup- 
port both  llie  ai  my  and  the  population,  unless  they 
be  gatliered  in  without  waste,  and  regularly  issued 
by  quartermaslers  and  commissaries. 

9.  Hence  they  must  be  paid  for,  or  the  people  will 
vviltihold,  conceal  or  destroy  them.  The  people, 
moreover,  must  be  conciliated, soothed  or  well  treat- 
ed by  every  officer  and  man  of  tliis  army,  and  by  ail 
its  followers. 

lU.  Accoidingly,  v\  hosoever  maltreats  unoffending 
Mexicans,  takes  wilhoul  pay,  or  wantonly  destroys 
their  [uoperty,  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  will  prolong 
the  uar,  waste  tile  means,  pi esent  and  future,  ol 
subsisting  our  own  men  and  animals  as  they  succes- 
sively advance  into  (lie  interior  or  return  to  our 
water  depot,  and  no  army  can  possibly  drag  alter  il 
to  any  considerable  distance,  no  matter  what  the 
season  of  tlie  year,  ihe  heavy  articles  of  breadstufl's, 
meal,  and  forage. 

11  7'liose,  therefore,  who  rob,  plunder  or  destroy 
the  houses,  leiices,  cattle,  poultry,  grain,  fields,  gar- 
dens, or  property  of  any  kind  along  the  line  of  our 
operations,  are  plainly  tlie  enemies  of  this  army. — 
'1  tie  geneial  in  thief  would  infinitely  prefer  that  the 
lew  who  cuminil  such  outrages  should  desert  at  once 
and  fight  against  us;  then  it  would  be  easy  to  shoot 
them  down  or  lo  capture  and  hang  them. 

12.  Will  ii.e  great  body  of  intelligent,  gallant  and 
honorable  men  wiio  compose  this  army  tolerate  the 
few  miscreants  wlio  perpetrate  such  crimes?  Again, 
llie  general  in  chief  confidently  liopes  not.  Let,  then, 
the  guilty  be  promptly  seized  and  brought  lo  condign 
punishment,  or  the  good  must  sutler  the  consequen- 
ces, in  supplies  and  loss  of  character,  of  crimes  not 
their  own. 

13.  To  prevent  straggling  and  marauding,  the  roll 
of  every  company  of  itie  at  my  will  be  called  at  every 
lialt  by  or  under  tlic  eye  of  an  ofitcer.  In  camps  and 


in  quarters  there  must  be  at  least  three  such  roll 
calls  daily;  besides,  stragglers  on  marches  will  cer- 
tainly be  murdered  or  captured  by  rancheros. 

14.  The  waste  of  ammunition  by  neglect  and  idle 
or  criminal  firing  is  a most  serious  evil  in  this  army. 

All  officers  are  specially  charged  to  see  that  not  a 
cartridge  be  lost  from  the  want  ol  care,  nor  fired  ex- 
cept by  order,  otherwise,  fifty  wagons  of  ammunition 
wotild  not  suffice  for  the  campaign,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  find  ten.  Let  every  man  remember  that  it  is  un- 
safe to  meet  the  enemy  without  he  lias  forty  rounds 
in  his  cartridge  box. 

15.  Every  regiment  that  leaves  wounded  or  sick 
men  in  hospital  will  take  care  lo  leave  a number  of 
attendants,  according  lo  the  requisition  of  the  princi- 
pal surgeon  of  the  hospital.  Those  least  able  lo 
march  will  be  selected  as  attendants.  This  rule  is 
general. 

By  command  of  Major  Gen.  Scott. 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

theguerrillawar. 

From,  the  W.  O.  Commercial  Times. — Furnishes  the 
following  items,  brought  by  steamer  James  L.  Day, 
from  Brazos. 

Terrible  Retribution. — A heavy  retribution  has 
been  visited  upon  a rancho  near  Ceralvo,  by  some 
persons,  unknown  as  yet,  for  the  inhuman  massacres 
of  teamsters  and  travellers  on  the  Monterey  road.  { 
This  rancho,  which  has  a considerable  population, 
was  known  to  be  the  lendezvous  of  a number  of  the 
Mexicans  who  have  at  diff'ereiit  limes  strewn  the 
road  between  Camargo  and  Monterey  with  the  bo- 
dies of  butchered  Americans;  and  a recourse  has 
been  tiad  to  a means  of  bringing  to  punishment,  its 
guilty  population,  which  ail  must  condemn,  and 
which  can  result  in  nothing  but  evil  if  persevered  in  j 
as  a principle.  We  acknowledge  that  it  is  tlie  only 
way  in  which  the  ofl'enders  can  be  punished;  but  in 
thus  punishing,  the  cliances  are  many  that  the  inno- 
cent are  made  to  suB'er  with  tlie  guilty.  We  do  not 
know  that  sui  h has  been  the  case  in  the  present  in- 
stance, but  it  is  gratifying  to  liear  that  Gen.  Taylor  is 
is  making  sirenQons|exeriioiis  lo  ascerlain  what  Ame- 
ricans have  dared  to  act  in  so  unauthorised  a luant  er. 

The  full  particulars  of  the  aflair  we  tiave  not  Heard; 
all  we  knovv  is  that  some  fifteen  or  t«  enly  Americans 
made  a descent  upon  the  rancho  and  hung  upwards 
of  forty  Mexicans.  Considerable  properly  and  some 
valuable  papers  belonging  lo  Americans  who  had 
been  murdered  on  the  road,  were  found  on  the  per-  | 

sons  and  in  the  habitations  of  the  Mexicans  who  had  ] 

been  killed.  The  commission  of  tins  deed  was  laid 
at  Ihe  door  of  Capt.  Gray’s  company,  (Corpus  Chris- 
ti  Rangers)  but  we  are  pleased  to  hear,  that  an  in- 
vestigation instituted  by  Gen.  Taylor  has  proved  the 
charge  groundless.  Capt.  Gray  has  had  his  head 
quarters  at  Ceralvo,  and  his  command  is  actively 
employed  in  keeping  the  road  Iree  from  robbers  and 
murdeis.  The  name  of  Mustang  Grey  possesses  loo 
many  terrors  for  Mexicans  to  allow  of  ihe  commis- 
sion of  many  evil  deeds  by  them  on  his  stounting 
ground. 

Another  Murder.— A young  man  named  Ogles- 
by, resident  in  Matamoros  since  last  summer,  foriner- 
Iv  of  Houston,  Texas,  left  here  about  three  weeks 
a'go  for  Camargo  employed  by  Mr.  Jacobs  lo  drive  a 
waggon  in  which  he  was  transporting  goods  to  that 
place.  Mr.  Oglesby  arrived  salely  at  Camargo  with 
his  charge,  and  started  on  his  return  tor  this  place. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Old  Reynoso  he  was  waylaid  by 
Mexicans  and  murdered.  A notorious  highu  aymaii, 
Perraecina  Verihel,  was  at  the  head  of  the  band  who 
committed  the  murder,  and  this  act  sealed  his  doom. 

A parly  ol  Texans  were  despatched  by  tlie  comman- 
dant at  Camargo  to  arrest  llie  murderers.  They 
were  arrested  hut  escaped  (rom  their  captors  belore 
reaching  Camargo — ajier  Ike  maxuier  in  ivhick  Texans 
always  allow  such  men  to  escape. 

Thomas  Simons.— The  Mexicans  have  not  ceased 
their  murders  on  the  road,  but  have  dared  to  attack 
a rear  parly  couiing  down  with  the  last  trai.T  from 
Monterey,  and  in  the  attack  mortally  wou..ded  one 
ol  Capl.  Grey’s  men— a Mr.  Thomas  Simons  of  Tex- 
as— a young  man  very  respectably  connected,  of 
great  promise,  and  deservedly  by  all  who  knew  him; 
we  speak  of  him  from  a perfect  knowledge  of  his 
many  good  qualiUes.  Mr.  Simons  was  some  dis- 
lanch  in  the  rear  of  the  train,  in  company  with  three 
others;  all  unarmed  but  himself;  when  they  were  rired 
upon  from  the  chaparral  and  seven  Mexicans  charged 
upon  them.  The  fight  had  lo  be  maintained  alone 
by  young  Simons,  his  companions  deserting  him  as 
the  firing  commenced.  An  escopel  ball  broke  his 
thigh  and  he  fell  from  his  horse.  Tlie  Mexicans 
closed  round  and  fired  at  him  whilst  on  the  ground, 
but  with  a revolving  pistol  he  killed  one,  dtsableeJ  a 
second,  and  kept  Itie  rest  at  bay  until  his  companions 
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1(1  advTinci',  came  ‘.o  the  rescue,  dravvn  thither  by 
li  t "jj.  le  was  talten  to  Ceralvo — liis  leg  was 
i.‘  .ilv  shot  cil,  and  ;t  is  siijiposed  iinpossiiile  that  he 
can  recover.  It  needs  no  prophet  to  foretell  how 
dire  will  he  the  vengeance  visited  upon  the  Mexicans 
for  this  murder.  The  life  of  young  Simons  was 
worth  a thousand  of  them. 

From  the  Picayune. 

PROCLAMATION  OF  NO  QUARTER. 

Frontier  Brigade  of  Cavalry. 

Camp,  in  San  Augustin,  April  4,  1847. 

1 this  day  send  to  the  Adjutant  Inspector  of  the 
National  Guards  the  following  instructions: 

1 learn,  with  the  greatest  indignation,  that  the 
Americans  have  committed  a most  horrible  massacre 
at  the  rancho  of  the  Guadalupe.  They  made  pris- 
oners, in  their  ow  n houses  and  by  the  side  of  their 
families,  twenty  five  peaceable  men  and  immediately 
shot  them.  To  repel  this  class  of  warfare,  which  is 
not  war  but  atrocity  in  all  its  fury,  there  is  no  other 
course  left  us  than  retaliation;  and  in  order  to  pur- 
sue this  method,  rendered  imperative  by  the  fatal 
circumstances  above  mentioned,  you  will  immedi- 
ately declare  martial  law,  with  the  understanding 
that  eight  days  after  the  publication  of  the  same 
every  individual  who  has  not  taken  up  arms  (being 
capable  of  doing  so)  shall  be  considered  a traitor 
and  instantly  shot. 

Martial  law  being  in  force,  you  are  bound  to  give 
no  quarters  to  any  American  you  niay  meet  or  who 
may  present  himself  to  you,  even  though  he  be  with- 
out arms.  ^ ou  are  also  directed  to  publish  this  to 
all  the  towns  in  this  state,  forcibly  impressing  them 
with  the  severe  punishment  that  shall  be  inflicted  for 
the  least  omission  of  this  order.  VVe  have  arrived  at 
that  state  in  whicn  our  country  requires  the  great- 
est sacrifices;  her  sons  should  glory  in  nothing  but 
to  become  soldiers,  and  as  brave  Me-xicans  to  meet 
the  crisis.  Therefore,  if  the  army  of  invasion  con- 
tinues, and  our  people  remain  in  the  towns  which 
they  have  molested,  they  deserve  not  one  ray  ofsyrii- 
pathy;  nor  should  any  one  ever  cease  to  make  war 
upon  them.  You  will  send  a copy  of  this  to  each 
of  your  subordinates,  and  they  are  authorized  to 
proceed  against  chiefs  of  their  squadrons  or  against 
their  colonels  or  any  other,  even  ag-ainst  me,  for  any 
infraction  of  this  order — the  only  mode  of  salvation 
lelt.  The  enemy  wages  war  against  us  and  even 
against  those  peaceable  citizens  who,  actuated  by 
improper  impulses,  desire  to  remain  quiet  in  their 
houses.  Even  these  they  kill,  witlioul  quarter;  and 
this  is  the  greatest  favor  they  expect  from  them. — 
The  only  alternative  left  us,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, IS  retaliation,  which  is  the  strong  right  of  the 
offended  against  the  offending.  To  carry  this  into 
effect  attach  yourselves  to  the  authorities.  Your 
failing  to  do  this  will  be  considered  a crime  of  the 
greatest  magnitude.  All  the  olhcers  of  the  troops 
are  directed  to  assist  you  in  carrying  out  this  order, 
and  it  is  distinctly  understood  there  shall  be  no  ex 
ceplions.  Neither  the  clergy,  military  citizens  nor 
other  persons  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  remaining 
peaceably  at  their  homes.  The  whole  of  the  corpo- 
ration shall  turn  out  vvilh  the  citizens,  leaving  solely 
as  authority  ol  the  town  one  of  the  members  who  is 
over  the  age  of  sixty  years;  at  the  same  time,  if  all 
cl  the  membeis  are  capable  of  bearing  arms,  then 
mine  shall  be  excepted;  leaving  to  act,  some  one 
who  is  incapable  of  military  service.  You  yourself 
must  be  an  example  to  otliers,  by  conforming  to  this 
requisition.  Anu  1 send  this  to  you  for  publication, 
and  charge  you  to  see  it  executed  in  every  particu- 
lar, and  communicate  it  also  to  the  commanders  of 
the  squadrons  in  your  city,  who  will  aid  you  in  car- 
rying into  eflecl  these  instructions;  and  in  fact  you 
are  directed  to  do  all  and  every  thing  which  your 
patriotism  may  prompt.  God  and  Liberty! 

ANTONIO  CANALES. 

CAMANCHE  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Amongst  oilier  item-  of  news  reported  verbally  to 
us  by  a gentleman  recently  from  Monterey  and  Ca- 
niargo,  we  have  an  account  of  a recent  visit  in  that 
neighboiliood  ol  a parly  of  Camanclie  Indians,  who 
have  extended  there  depredations  for  a considerable 
distance  Irom  there  up  and  down  the  river — stealing 
hoises,  and  murdering  and  carrying  off  Mexican 
women  and  children.  From  their  conduct  at  several 
points  where  they  made  their  appearance,  it  is  sup- 
posed thal  they  did  not  design  to  molest  Americans 
but  tried  rather  lo  avoid  interfering  with  them,  in- 
tending their  visit  for  the  especial  visit  of  the  Mex- 
icans. But  it  so  happened  that  they  were  not  aware 
that  Aiiiencaiis  had  turned  laticheros,  and  located 
themselves  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  in 
one  insnince  at  least,  it  is  presumed  they  perpetrated 
an  injury  upon  Ameiicans,  unwittingly,  for  which, 
slight  punishment  was  visited  upon  them,  and  grea- 
ter is  in  store. 


The  Indians  made  their  appearance  first  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ciiinargo,  where  they  ventured  within  the 
lines  of  the  encampment,  satisfied  themselves  thal 
they  would  not  iiave  to  deal  with  “yellow  bellies”  if 
they  cut  up  any  of  their  antics  there,  and  after  grat- 
ifying their  curiosity  departed.  In  the  vicinity  of 
San  Francisco  the  savages  killed  seven  Mexicans 
and  carried  off  several  women  and  children. 

They  next  visited  H.  Clay  Davis’  rancho,  6 miles 
helow  Camargo — supposing  it  lo  be  a Mexican  set- 
tlement— where  they  succeeded  in  stampeding  eighty 
horses,  many  of  them  fine  animals,  left  there  for  pas- 
(iirage.  The  horses  were  driven  off  in  the  night, 
and  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Davis,  accompanied  by  Joe 
Wells,  G.  K.  Lewis,  and  others,  to  the  number  of  7, 
started  in  pursuit.  A cliase  of  about  twenty  miles 
brought  ill  view  a party  of  Indians  numbering  nine, 
who  had  dismounted  and  ofl'ered  battle  so  as  to  gain 
time  for  those  in  advance  to  get  off  with  their  booty. 
The  pursuing  party,  seeing  the  Indians  posted,  also 
dismounted  anti  engaged  them  with  their  rifles. — 
After  a sharp  fight,  two  of  the  Indians  were  killed 
and  a third  disabled,  when  they  fled  and  the  Ameri- 
icans  mounted  again  in  pursuit.  A chase  of  nine 
miles  brought  them  up  with  the  horses,  hut  they  had 
reached  the  Indian  encampment,  where  a large  force 
of  Indians  were  collected  and  ready  to  dispute  with 
them  for  the  possession.  It  would  have  been  rash- 
ness to  have  attempted  a rescue  with  so  few  men, 
and  Mr.  Davis  returned  to  Camargo  and  made  sup- 
plication to  Col.  Belknap,  commanding  there,  for  a 
sufiicieni  force  to  disperse  the  Indians  ami  recover 
his  horses,  but  strange  to  say,  the  reasonable  appli- 
cation was  refused. 

Juan  Morai.es,  general  of  brigade  of  the  Mexican 
requblic — To  the  nation  and  her  allies— ll  having  ar- 
rived to  my  knowledge  that  some  chiefs  and  officers 
of  the  invading  army  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  operated  against  Vera  Cruz,  say  that  Gen.  Scott 
had  previously  advi  ed  me  that  the  families  could 
leave  to  avoid  the  evils  attendant  on  a bombardment, 
and  consequently  those  which  have  happened  are 
chargeable  upon  me. 

Ill  order  that  neither  now,  nor  at  any  future  time, 
any  accusations  of  injustice  may  stigmatize  the  de- 
fence of  Vera  Cruz,  I declare  that  it  is  false  that  any 
such  advice  ivas  given! — ttiat  the  only  communication 
I have  received  from  Gen.  Scott,  tended  to  summon 
me,  in  general  terms,  lo  surrender;  that  even  the 
neutrals  were  prevented  from  leaving  the  place;  and 
that  if  the  Mexican  families  could  have  left  the  ene- 
my would  not  have  occupied  the  place  without  first 
burying  its  defenders  in  the  ruins. 

Jalapa,  April  4,  1847.  JUAN  MORALES' 

THEBATTLE  OF  CERRO  GORDO. 

Of  the  battle  of  Sierra  Gordo,  so  far  as  the  7th 
infantry  were  concerned,  and  indeed  so  far  as  the 
finally  effective  moveiiient  which  insured  the  victory 
IS  described,  we  have  met  with  nothing  furnishing  so 
distinct  an  idea,  as  the  brief  account  written  by  an 
officer  of  the  7th,  to  his  relatives  in  tins  city,  lo 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  inserting 
it — 

.Jalapa,  Mexico,  Jipril  20,  1847. 
Before  this  reaches  you,  it  is  probable  that  you 
will  bear  that  we  have  had  another  battle  and  are 
again  victorious.  We  left  Vera  Cruz  for  this  place 
on  the  8th,  and  saw  nothing  of  Kie  enemy  until  we 
approached  a pass  called  Sierra  Gordo,  (mountain 
gorge,)  where  our  advance  was  fired  upon;  anil  upon 
examinaliun  it  was  lound  to  be  strongly  fortified  and 
defended  by  a large  army,  commanded  by  Santa 
Anna  in  person.  On  General  Scott’s  arrival  two  or 
three  day  s after,  preparations  vi  ere  made  lo  turn  the 
enemy’s  flank,  and  take  their  rear  fort,  situated  on  a 
a high  hill,  and  commanding  the  pass,  or  road.  In 
advance  of  this  work,  they  had  several  more  all 
commanding  the  road,  whion  was  barricaded,  and 
several  large  pieces  of  cannon  planted  which  would 
rake  the  road  for  several  hundred  yards.  On  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  our  division  commanded  by 
Gen.  'I’wiggs,  marched  out  of  camp,  and  after  going 
about  2 miles,  left  the  main  road,  and  made  a circuit 
through  the  woods,  it  being  necessary  to  cut  a road 
as  we  advanced  When  wc  reached  nearly  opposite 
the  last  fort  the  enemy  perceived  us,  and  immediate- 
ly attacked  one  company  of  the  7th  stationed  on  a 
high  hill  on  our  left.  This  company  repulsed  them 
and  was  soon  reinforced.  The  enemy  also  sent  re- 
inforcements on  their  side,  and  the  engagement  be- 
came quite  warm;  the  result  was  that  tliey  were 
driven  back  to  their  works.  They  still  kept  up  a 
firing  witli  artillery  during  the  afternoon.  During 
the  night  we  were  able  to  get  up  the  hill  some  pret- 
ty large  pieces,  and  opened  our  fire  on  their  work 
next  morning.  The  men  were  told  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  storming;  soon  the  bugle 


sornded  the  charge,  and  with  a cheer  away  we  wen* 
over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  down  ils  steep  sides,  through 
the  valley,  and  up  the  heights  on  which  their  fori 
was  situated.  They  had  erected  a small  breast 
work  round  the  top  of  the  hill  up  to  which  our  regi- 
ment charged,  and  commenced  a deadly  fire  on  them. 
Soon  we  charged  over  this  and  were  in  the  fort;  many 
of  the  Mexicans  still  fought  and  were  shot  dead  beside 
their  guns.  Others  retreated  still  fighting;  the  ground 
was  strewed  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  many 
of  our  gallant  fellows  fell.  Soon  our  regimental  co- 
lors were  flying  in  the  place  of  the  Mexican  flag  and 
the  fight  was  won.  Their  own  cannon  were  turned 
upon  them  and  they  were  flying  in  all  directions. — 
Sania  Anna  escaped,  leaving  behind  his  carriage, 
money,  and  cork  leg,  (this  is  a fact,)  with  probably 
four  or  five  thousand  of  his  troops.  About  4000  men 
and  5 generals  surrendered,  logether  with  40  pieces 
of  cannon.  1 have  nut  time  to  go  into  details,  but 
for  the  lime  the  fight  lasted,  it  was  the  hardest  fight- 
ing 1 have  yet  seen.  Our  regiment  lost  about  60  or 
65  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  looks  quite  small. — 
There  is  some  talk  of  our  being  left  to  garrison  this 
place.  It  IS  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Mexico,  the 
garden  spot,  1 will  write  to  you  again  the  first  op- 
portunity. Yours,  &c. 

REPORT  OF  brigadier  GENERAL  TWIGGS. 

Headquarters  2d  Division  Regulars, 

April  19th,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  lo  report,  for  the  information 
of  ihe  gerieral-in-chief,  the  operations  of  my  division 
of  regulars  against  the  enemy  on  the  17lh  instant. 

Prefacing  this  report,  I will  stale  that  I arrived  at 
Plan  del  Rio  on  the  lllh  instant.  The  advanced 
guard  of  dragoons,  under  Col.  Harney,  having  driven 
from  the  place  a body  of  the  enemy’s  lancers,  I then 
encamped  my  division  fur  the  night,  intending  the 
following  day  (12th)  lo  cover  a thorough  reconnois- 
sance  of  his  position,  and,  if  practicable,  to  make  an 
effective  attack  on  all  his  works.  Deeming  it  im- 
practicable to  advance  with  advantage  beyond  the 
position  which  1 had  gained  during  the  reconnois- 
sance  on  the  12th,  (being  some  three  and  a half  miles 
from  water,)  1 withdrew  my  main  force  to  my  old 
camp,  keeping  up  a strong  picket  to  retain  the 
ground  I had  passed  over,  intending  on  the  following 
morning,  (the  I3lh,)  at  4 o’clock,  to  make  the  attack 
with  effect. 

'1'wo  brigades  of  volunteers,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  Generals  Pillow  and  Shields,  respective- 
ly, arrived  at  my  camp  on  the  I2lh  instant.  Major 
General  Patterson,  United  States  volunteers,  having 
reported  sick,  I assumed  command  of  the  whole. — 
The  volunteers  wishing  to  participate  in  the  fight, 
and  being  so  much  broken  down  from  the  recent 
march  from  Vera  Cruz,  I thought  proper,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Generals  IMlow  and  Shields,  to  defer  the 
attack  one  day.  Having  done  so,  and  having  matur- 
ed my  plan  of  attack,  and  assigned  lo  each  division 
its  duty,  I was  overtaken  by  an  order  of  Major  Geii. 
Patterson,  after  night  on  the  13  h,  lo  suspend  all  fur- 
ther offensive  operations  niilil  the  arrival  of  the  ge- 
neral-in-chief,  or  until  ordered  by  himself,  (General 
Patieison.)  Agreeably  to  this  arrangement  I re- 
ceived, on  the  evening  of  the  J6lh,  verbal  orders 
from  the  general  in  chief  to  proceed  on  my  line  of 
operations  on  the  right  of  the  national  road.  At  11 
o’clock  A.  M.  1 got  in  my  position,  the  right  of  my 
column  being  about  7U0  yards  from  the  enemy’s  mam 
woik.  Lieut.  Gardner’s  company,  7th  infantry,  was 
then  detached  to  observe  the  enemy  from  the  first 
commanding  height  on  my  left.  In  a short  lime  a 
strong  recunnoilriiig  or  skiraiishing  parly  was  observ- 
ed approaching  towards  him,  having  in  reserve  a 
large  lurce,  in  all  numbering  about  two  thousand. — 
Lieut.  Gardner  held  his  position,  under  a heavy  fire, 
until  relieved  by  Col.  Harney  with  the  rifle  regiment 
and  IM  artillery.  With  this  force  Colonel  Harney 
cleared  the  two  hills  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  main 
work,  and  held  secure  the  position  intended  for  our 
heavy  battery,  which  was  established  during  the 
niglil  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Lee,  of  the  engi- 
neer corps.  During  this  evening  Brig.  Gen.  Shields 
joined  me  vviih  his  brigade  of  volunteers,  composed 
of  two  Illinois  regiments,  under  Colonels  Baker  and 
Foreman,  and  one  New  York  regiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  Burnelt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  when  our  heavy  guns 
opened,  Colonel  Harney,  having  been  reinforced  by 
the  3d  and  7th  infantry,  pushed  forward  his  skir- 
mishing parties.  Overcoming  all  obstacles  present- 
ed by  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  under  a most 
galling  and  destructive  fire,  this  command  advanced 
with  steadiness  and  regularity,  and  finally  succeed- 
ed in  driving  from  the  strong  position  of  the  ene- 
my all  his  forces,  and  in  putting  them  in  complete 
rout. 

In  speaking  of  the  individual  eflforts  of  the  oflicers 
in  command  of  regiments  and  companies,  I am  nn- 
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able  to  do  ample  justice.  Each  and  e'  ery  one  seem 
ed  to  be  endeavoring  to  excel  in  all  that  is  required 
of  gfallant  officers.  They  all  responded  U>  ihe  en- 
couraging voice  of  their  gallant  leader,  and  conduct- 
ed Iheir  men  to  victory  and  glory. 

The  2d  brigade,  under  Colonel  Riley,  advanced 
under  a heavy  (ire  to  gain  a position  on  the  Jalaps 
road  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  a view  of  cutting 
off  his  retreat.  After  crossing  tlie  valley  at  the  foot 
of  the  CeiTO  Gordo,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became 
so  annoying  that  two  companies  of  the  2d  inlanirj 
were  ordered  out  as  skirmishers  to  occupy  them. — 
The  remainder  of  the  2J,  conducted  by  Captain  Lee 
engineers,  proceeded  on  this  course.  Perceiving 
that  the  enemy  were  extending  to  their  left.  1 order 
ed  General  Shields-to  cross  the  ravine  on  our  right, 
and  keep  up  the  left  bank  on  Ihe  part  previously  re 
connoitred  by  Capi|Uiri  Lee.  In  the  further  progress 
of  this  porlioi)  o^vlolonel  Riley’s  brigade,  he  was 
obliged  10  tiini  his  whole  column  to  the  left  to  op 
p-ose  the  enemy’s  direct  movement  down  the  spur. — 
Captain  Lee  continued  his  course,  supported  by 
Lieutenant  Benjamin’s  company,  4th  artillery.  On 
coming  out  in  the  plain  west  of  the  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  in  full  view  of  the  Jalapa  road,  a battery  of  five 
guns,  supported  by  a body  of  lancers,  was  discover- 
ed by  tnis  portion  of  the  enemy.  The  battery  open- 
ed with  grape  on  him  and  on  Ijieutenant  Benjamin’,' 
company.  The  gallant  general,  with  a snout  from 
his  men,  pushed  boldly  lor  the  road  on  the  enemy’s 
left,  wtio,  seeing  their  position  completely  turned, 
as  well  as  driven  from  the  hill,  abandoned  them- 
.selves  to  flight.  General  Shields  was  here  severely 
wounded, -the  command  of  the  brigade  devolving 
upon  Colonel  Baker,  who  conducted  it  with  ability. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  as  far  as  Encerro,  when 
1 was  overtaken  by  Major  Gen.  Patterson,  United 
Slates  volunteers,  who  then  assumed  command  ol 
the  advai.ee  and  ordered  a hail. 

1 cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Harney,  who,  united  with  his  indomitable 
courage,  possessed  the  cool  judgment  which  enabled 
hitn  to  know  just  how  far  to  advance  to  obtain  the 
desired  object.  That  sterling  soldier  and  accom- 
jilished  officer,  M jor  Sumner,  2d  dragnons,  wlio 
was  in  commaiid  of  the  regiment  of  iitounled  rifle 
men,  exhibited  ail  the  skill  and  ability  requii  ed  of  a 
perii.anent  commander  of  a regiment.  He  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  head  by  an  escopette  ball,  and 
obliged  to  leave  'he  Held,  Ihe  command  of  the  regi- 
ment devolving  upon  .Major  Loring. 

Captain  iMagruiier,  1st  artillery,  by  his  wary  and 
good  management  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  succeed- 
ed in  arriving  very  near  the  enemy’s  works,  driving 
before  him  the  parties  immediately  in  front.  His 
gallant  conduct  deserves  especial  notice.  Brevet 
First  Lieuleoanl  Gardner,  7th  infantry,  whose  com 
pany  was  first  sent  on  the  liill,  by  sust-iiiiing  lumseU 
against  a vastly  superior  foi  ce,  displayed  that  ability 
as  commander  of  a company  w l.ieh,  on  a former  oc- 
casion, acquired  for  liim  llie  Ui'linelion  he  now  has 
as  brevet  first  lieutenant. 

j am  sorry  tlial  the  a ivant.ngcs  gained  over  the 
enemy’  the  hist  day  w ere  alien. .e.J  with  some  loss  on 
our  side.  Besides  Majoi  tiijninei  , 2-i  dragoons,  and 
Lieutenant  Maury,  idle  legimeiit,  w i.o  -v  ere  severely 
wounded,  and  Lid..iteiuiiii  George  11.  Guidon,  ride 
regiment,  serving  iii  Major  Taleoa’.s  Ijatlcry  ol 
mountani  howitzeis,  ami  Lieulenanl  Gih  es,  moont 
ed  rillefiien,  slightly,  some  lifty  easuallies  occurred, 
priiicipaliy  m tlie  first  ai  llllery  and  i die  regiments. 

Ot  the  conduct  of  the  voiunleer  force  under  the 
brave  General  Shields,  1 camiul  speak  in  too  high 
rerius.  Alter  he  was  wounded,  porlions  of  the  three 
legimenls  were  w ilh  me  v-,-heri  1 arrived  first  at  the 
Jalapa  road,  and  drove  before  them  the  enemy 
cannoniers  from  their  lo-aded  guns.  'I'heir  con- 
duct and  names  shall  he  the  subject  of  a special  re- 
port, as  also  that  of  the  several  officers  of  the  n-gu 
iar  army  who  were  distinguished  lii  the  occasion. 

Accompanied  vvilti  this,  1 transmit  the  several  re- 
ports from  brigade  and  regimental  headquarters.  In 
all  the  recommendations  lor  praise  and  promotion  I 
entirely  concur. 

AlthoUi,h  whatever  1 may  say  may  add  little  to  the 
good  reputation  ot  Ga|)taiii  Lee,  of  the  engineer 
corps,  yet  ! must  indulge  in  the  pleasuie  of  speaking 
ol  the  invaluable  services  which  h=  rendered  me 
from  tlie  im.e  1 left  the  main  road,  until  he  conduct- 
ed Colonel  Riley ’.s  brigade  to  its  position  in  rear  ol 
the  enemy’s  strong  work  on  the  Jalapa  road.  1 con- 
sulted him  with  confidence,  and  adopted  his  sugges- 
tions with  entire  assurance.  His  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  on  both  days  deserve  the  highest  piaise.  1 
again  present  to  tlie  favorable  consideration  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  president,  the  names 
of  my  personal  slafi',  First  Lieulena.at  W.  T.  H. 
Brooks,  third  infantry,  A.  A.  A.  G.,and  First  Lieu- 
tenant P.  W.  McDonald,  second  dragoons,  A.  D.  C. 
Captain  R.  A.  Allen,  A.  Q.  M.,  rendered  me  invalu- 


able services,  not  only  in  communicating  orders 
when  he  was  in  the  field,  hut  in  keeping  at  hand, 
under  all  disadvantages,  the  necessary  supplies  for 
my  division.  For  his  services  on  this  and  on  former 
occasions,  I most  earnestly  recommend  him  for  pro- 
motion. To  Lieulenaiits  Mason,  Beauregard,  and 
Power,  of  the  engineers,  and  Lieutenant  Sikes,  third 
infantry,  A.  C.  S.  to  the  division,  I am  indebted  for 
valuable  services.  Whilst  on  reconnoitering  duty 
on  the  12th,  I lost  the  valuable  services  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Johnston,  who  was  on  duty  with  me  as  chief 
lopographica]  en.ineer,  and  was  very  severely 
wounded  under  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  left  of  the 
road. 

In  conclusion,  I have  the  pleasure  of  tendering 
my  thanks  to  the  commanders  of  regiments  and  bat- 
teries, vvhose  conduct  tended  so  much  to  the  attain 
ment  of  our  glorious  victory.  The  1st  brigade,  un- 
der Col.  Harney,  was  composed  of  the  l-l  artillery, 
commanded  by  Col.  Childs,  the  rifle  regiment,  (after 
.Major  Sumner  was  wounded,)  commanded  by  Maj. 
Loring,  and  the  7th  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 

Plymptoii. 

'1  he  2J  brigade,  under  Colonel  Riley,  was  com- 
posed of  the  4lh  artillery,  commanded  by  Major 
Gardner,  the  2d  infantry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Moiris,  and  the  3d  infantry,  commanJed  by  Captain 
.Alexander. 

The  volunteer  force  under  my  orders  wa.s  com- 
posed of  the  31  Illinois  regiinenl,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baker,  the  4th  Illinois  regiment,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  Foreman,  and  the  New  York  regiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  Burnett.  Tne  field  battery  was 
commanded  by  Capt.  Taylor,  and  the  howitzer  bat- 
tery by  Major  Talcotl. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  D.  E.  TWIGGS 

Brigadier  Geneial  U.  S.  Army. 

Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  acting  ass’t.  Adj.  Gen. 

Headquarters  2d  division  of  regulars, 
Jalapa,  April  24,  1847. 

Sir;  1 inadvertently  omitted  to  name  Captain 
Sleploe  and  Lieutenant  Brown,  who  were  in  charge 
of  the  large  howitzers  on  the  hill,  and  Lieutenarils 
Hagner  and  Seymour,  with  the  24  pounder  gun,  in 
the  same  battery.  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Smith,  of  the 
engineers,  with  his  company  of  sappers  and  mine;s, 
joined  Colonel  Harney’s  command  in  the  assault  on 
the  enemy’s  main  work,  and  killed  two  men  with  his 
own  hand. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servuiit,  D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Army. 

Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  acting  ass’t  Adj.  Gen. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  PATTERSON. 

Headquaiters  volunteer  division, 

Jalapa,  April  23.  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  informa- 
tion ol  the  general  in  chief,  ihe  operations  of  ihe 
volunteer  division  of  the  United  States  army  under 
my  command,  at  the  pass  of  tne  ’‘Cerro  Gordo  ” on 
the  I7th  and  18th  of  April. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  a rapid  and  continu- 
ous fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  announcing  that  the 
second  division  ol  regulars  was  closely  engaged  with 
the  left  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  1 was  instructed,  and 
immediately  directed  the  3d  volunteer  brigade,  un- 
der Brigadier  General  Shields,  to  proceed  at  once  to 
Us  support. 

Belore  the  brigade  reached  the  position  of  that 
divisun  the  actiun  had  ceased  for  the  day;  the  night 
was,  however,  occupied  in  establishing  several  pieces 
of  artillery  upon  a height  adjacent  to  the  “Cerro 
Gordo.” 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18ih,  Ihe  brigade 
moved  to  turn  the  extreme  Jeft  ol  Uie  enemy’s 
line  resting  upon  the  Jalapa  road.  This  was  done, 
over  rugged  ascents  and  through  dense  chaparral, 
underaseveie  and  continuous  flank  fire  from  the 
erien)} . 

Biigaiiier  General  Shields,  whilst  gjliantly  lead- 
ing his  coininand,  and  lorming  it  for  the  attack  ol  the 
enemy  posted  in  force  :n  his  front,  fell  severely 
wounded,  and  was  carried  from  the  field. 

Colonel  Baker,  4lh  Illinois  regimeni,  having  as 
sumed  tile  command,  the  enemy’s  lines  were  cfiarg- 
ed  with  spirit  and  success  by  the  3d  and  4th  Illinois 
and  the  New  York  regiments  of  volunteers  under 
their  lespective  commanders — Colonel  Foreman  and 
Burnett,  and  Major  Harris.  The  rout  now  becom- 
ing general,  the  brigade  pressed  forward  in  rapid 
puisuii,  leaving  a sufficient  force  to  secure  the  ar- 
tillery, specie,  baggage,  provisions,  and  camp  equip 
age,  left  in  our  hands. 

Whilst  our  troops  were  engaged  with  the  enemy’s 
left,  the  1st  volunteer  brigade,  under  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Pillow,  proceeded  to  operate  upon  that  poition 
cf  the  .Mexican  army  which  was  posted  upon  the 


height.s  on  the  right  of  the  pass,  and  either  to  storm 
their  woiks,  or,  if  impracticable,  to  divert  atten- 
tion from  the  main  attack  to  be  made  on  their  left 
and  rear. 

A storming  force,  c'.  mposed  of  the  2d  Tennessee 
volunteers,  C iptain  Williams’  company  of  Kentucky, 
and  Captain  Naylor’s  company  of  Pennsylvania  vo- 
lunteers, under  Colonel  Haskell,  was  directed  upon 
one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  (No.  2.)  which  it  ap- 
proached with  great  enthusiasm  and  firmness,  until, 
after  sustaining  a heavy  loss  of  both  officers  and  men, 
it  was  obliged  to  retire. 

Dispositions  for  attacking  another  point,  (battery 
No.  1,)  by  a column  under  Col.  Wynkoop.  were 
rendered  unnecessary  in  consequence  of  the  carrying 
of  the  works  on  the  heights  of  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  attention  ol  the  general  in  chief  is  particu- 
larly called  to  the  galiaulry  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Pillow  and  Shield.s,  who  were  both  wounded  at  the 
head  of  their  respective  b^igade^;  to  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, 1st  Tennessee  regiments,  temporarily  in  com- 
mand of  Pillow’s  brigade;  and  to  Colonel  Baker, 
who  led  Shield’s  brigade  during  a severe  part  of  the 
action  and  during  the  pursuit.  The  chiefs  of  brigade 
speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courage  and  con- 
duct of  the  regiments  under  their  command,  and  of 
their  personal  staffs,  viz: 

Captain  O.  A.  Wlnship,  ass.  adj.  general.  Lieu- 
tenant Rains,  4tli  arlilleiy,  aid-de-camp;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Anderson,  2d  Tennessee  regiment,  acting 
aid-de-camp  to  Pillow’s  brigade;  and  1st  Lieutenant 
R.  P.  Hammond,  3d  artillery,  acting  ass.  adj.  gene- 
ra); and  Lieut.  G.  T.  M.  Davis,  Illinois  volunteers, 
aid-de  camp  to  Shield’s  brigade. 

1 desire  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  general  in  chief  Dr.  Wright,  surgeon.  United 
States  army,  medical  director;  and  1st  Lieutenant 
Beauregard,  of  the  engineers,  on  duty  with  my  divi- 
sion; and  the  oflicers  of  my  personal  staff,  Brevet 
Lieuleiiant  Abercrombie,  1st  infantry,  aid-de-camp; 
1st  L eutenant  Wm.  H.  French,  1st  artillery,  acting 
ass.  adj.  general;  and  1st  Lieutenant  Seth  Williams, 
1st  artillery,  aid  de  camp;  to  each  of  whom  I am 
under  many  obligations  for  valuable  services. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’l  serv’t, 

R.  PA'I'TERSON, 
Major  General  United  Stales  army, 

Comd’g  Voiunleer  division. 

Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  U.  S A.  acting  ass  adj.  gen. 

Headquarters  Volunteer  division, 

Jalapa,  April  26,  1847. 

Sir.  I have  the  honor  to  state,  as  a supplement  to 
the  report  made  by  me  to  the  general  in  c.hief  on  the 
23d  instant,  that  after  the  action  of  the  13lh  of  April, 

I as  soon  as  the  dragoons  effacletl  a junction  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army  upon  the  Jalapa  road,  in  obe- 
dience to  instructions  received  on  the  field  from 
Major  General  Scott,  I moved  with  them  as  rapidly 
as  poseible  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

At  Corral  False,  overtaking  Brigadier  General 
Twiggs,  1 directed  hir.*  to  follow  ou  with  hia  divi- 
sion, part  of  which  was  returning.  Late  in  the  af- 
ternoon 1 arrived  at  El  Encerro,  where  the  exhaust- 
ed state  of  the  cavalry  horses  compelled  me  to  re- 
main for  the  night. 

Captain  Blake,  with  a squadron  of  dragoons,  con- 
tinued the  pursuit  for  .^ome  miles,  and  returned  with 
several  prisoners. 

The  2d  dragoons,  under  Maj.  Beall,  and  a compa- 
ny of  the  1st  dragoons,  under  Capt.  Kearny,  exhibit- 
ed great  activity  and  zeal  in  the  pursuit,  which  was 
very  severe  on  both  horses  and  men. 

Colonel  Baker  had  advanced  near  Encerro,  with  a 
small  portion  of  Shields’  brigade,  some  lime  previ- 
ous to  my  arrival,  but  had  retired  when  the  battery 
of  the  2d  division  of  regulars  was  recalled. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  leaving  Brig.  General 
Twiggs  in  command  of  the  infantry  and  artillery,  I 
moved  on  with  the  dragoons,  and  entered  Jalapa 
with  a deputation  from  its  authorities,  who  had  come 
out  to  implore  protection  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON,  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 
Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  A.  A.  A.  Headquarters  of  army. 

Headquartei  s 3d  brigade,  Volunteer  division, 

Jalapa,  April  21,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  .submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  3d  brigade  during  the 
action  at  “Cerro  Gordo.” 

The  brigade  moved  from  its  camp  at  Plan  del  Rio, 
under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Shields,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  instructions  from  Major  General  Pat- 
terson, commanding  volunteer  division,  to  reinforce 
General  Twiggs’s  division,  operating  on  the  right  of 
Cerro  Gordo  pass. 

U reached  the  position  of  that  division  about  5 
o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  17lh,  loo  late  to  share 
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in  the  brilliant  action  of  that  day.  During  the 
greater  portioti  of  the  night,  almost  the  entire  bri- 
gade was  occupied  in  placing  in  battery  a 24  pound- 
er siege  gun  and  two  24  pounder  howitzers,  whicn 
labor  they  performed  with  great  spirit  and  zeal. 

At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  18ih,  the  bri- 
gade was  under  arms,  and  moved  at  an  early  hour  to 
tuin  the  Cerro  Gordo,  and  attack  the  extreme  left 
of  the  enemy’s  position  on  the  Jalapa  road.  This 
was  eliecled  over  very  difficult  ground,  through  a 
thick  chaparral,  and  under  a galling  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  guns  on  the  heights. 

Upon  approaching  the  main  road,  the  enemy  was 
found  upon,  and  near  it,  with  a field  battery  of  sis 
guns,  supported  by  a large  force  of  infantry  and  ca- 
valry. 

Wliilst  forming  for  the  attack,  and  under  a heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns,  lirig.  General  Shields, 
who  had  gallantly  led  his  command,  fell,  severely, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

1 then  directed  a company  to  deploy  as  skirmish- 
ers, and  ordered  a charge  upon  tlie  enemy’s  line, 
which  was  accomplished  with  spirit  and  success  by 
those  companies  which  were  enabled  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  to  make  the  advance.  They 
were  promptly  and  gallantly  supported  by  the  re- 
mainder of  tile  4th  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers 
under  Major  Harris.  The  3d  regiment  of  Illinois 
volunteers,  under  Colonel  Foreman,  and  the  New 
York  regiment,  under  Col.  Burnett,  being  ordered 
by  me  to  move  forward  to  the  right  and  left,  and 
upon  the  enemy,  the  rout  became  complete  at  that 
point,  and  the  enemy  fled  in  great  confusion,  leaving 
his  guns,  baggage,  a large  amount  of  specie,  provi- 
sions, and  camp  equipage  in  our  hands. 

By  your  direction  three  companies  of  the  New 
York  regiment,  under  Major  Burnham,  were  de- 
tached on  the  17th  instant,  at  Plan  del  Rio,  to  re- 
port to  Brigadier  General  Pillow,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  to  establish  a heavy  battery  on  the  enemy’s 
right,  to  operate  on  that  flank  of  his  position,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  1st  brigade  of  volunteers;  these 
companies  performed  this  arduous  duly  with  great 
zeal,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Jalapa  on  the  19tli 
instant. 

A detachment  of  one  company  from  each  regiment 
was  sent,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Willey,  to  support  Capt. 
Taylor’s  battery,  and  assist  its  advance — a duty  that 
was  accomplished  with  great  promptness  and  reso- 
lution under  the  enemy’s  fire. 

1 am  under  obligations  to  Colonels  Foreman  and 
Burnett,  and  Major  Harris,  (or  the  coolness,  prompt- 
ness,  and  gallantry,  with  which  they  carried  into 
execution  the  several  dispositions  of  their  commands, 
to  the  immediate  staff  of  ray  regiment,  Captain  Post, 
A C.  S.,  and  Adjutant  Fondy;  as  also  to  the  staff  of 
the  brigade,  Lieut.  R.  P.  Hammond,  3d  artillery,  A. 
A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieut.  Geo.  T.  M.  Davis,  A,  D C., 
for  their  assistance  in  performing  the  various  duties 
assigned  them. 

1 have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Murphy, 
4th  Illinois  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Cowardin, 
of  the  4th  Illinois  volunteers,  who  fell  bravely  dis- 
charging their  duly.  Lieutenants  Scott  and  John- 
son, 4ih  Illinois  volunteers,  fell,  severely  wounded, 
in  front  of  their  companies,  wfiiisl  charging  the  ene- 
tu> ’s  batteries. 

Captain  Pearson,  New  York  regiment,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Mallby  and  Foreman,  4lh  Illinois  volunteers, 
were  sligtilly  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Rose,  3d  Il- 
linois volunteers,  v^•as  slightly  wounded,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  several  duties. 

I'he  loss  in  killed  an  wounded  in  the  brigade  was 
as  follows;  4th  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  six  offi 
cers  and  forty  two  non-commissioned  oflicers  and 
privates;  3J  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers,  one  offi- 
cer and  tilleeii  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates; New  York  regiment,  one  officer  and  five  pri- 
vates. A return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  will  ac- 
company the  report.  It  afl'ords  me  pleasure  to  ex 
press  niy  high  admiration  of  the  good  conduct,  cool- 
ness, and  sieadinoss  cf  every  officer  and  man  of  the 
brigade,  and  to  say  that,  from  the  commencement  to 
the  end  of  the  action,  they  deserved  my  unqualitied 
commendation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

L D.  BAKER, 

Col.  Com.  3d  brigade,  volunteer  division. 
First  Lieut.  Wm.  H.  French,  A.  A.  A-  G., 

Volunteer  division. 

Headquarters  3d  brig.  Ftil.  division, 

Jalapa,  April  26,  1847. 

Sir;  1 have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  .state- 
ment in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  major  general 
commanding  volunteer  division,  as  to  the  events  of 
the  pursuit  of  the  the  18th  inst. 

After  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  guns,  and 
evidently  beaten,  I used  all  my  exertions  to  strength- 
en my  right  flank,  where  there  was  still  some  oppo- 


sition. After  disposing  a sutlicient  force  about  the 
batlerics,  1 went  for  vard  on  ''.c  J Im  a Jo, id  in  |ier 
son,  and  found  porlions  of  ihc  4 n Illinois,  and  New 
York  regiments,  commanded  hy  Genrr.il  Twiggs  in 
person,  pursuing  the  enemy.  I found  Capt.  Taylor’s 
battery  was  also  with  the  eolirnn.  We  pressed  for- 
waid  in  pursuit  as  far  as  Dos  Rins,  and  there  Capl. 
Taylor  opened  his  fiie  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
whose  column  was  ascending  the  hill  at  Encerro. — 
Being  hailed  and  directed  to  retire  by  Gen.  Twiggs, 
we  returned  about  a mile  and  a half,  where  we  were 
met  by  General  Patterson  in  person,  accompanied 
by  the  dragoons,  by  whom  we  were  again  ordered 
forward. 

E D.  BAKER,  Col.  Com.  3d  bug.  Vol.  div. 
Lieut.  Wm.  H.  French,  A.  A.  A.  Gen. 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  Jlpril  20,  1847. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  battery 
served  with  the  division  under  the  command  of  Brig. 
General  Twiggs  in  the  recent  coi.flicts  or.  the  17lh 
and  18th  instants,  but  had  no  opportunity,  (although 
exposed  occasionally  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,)  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  of  engaging  with  him  ac- 
tively. 

I succeeded,  however,  in  getting  two  pieces,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  J.  G.  Marlin,  on  the  main 
road  in  rear  of  the  enemy’s  position,  in  lime  to  fol- 
low up  his  retreat,  and  was  enabled  from  time  to 
time  to  fire  upon  his  rear.  The  pursuit  was  contin- 
ued for  about  twelve  miles,  when  I was  ordered  to 
go  no  further,  being  then  considerably  in  advance  of 
the  whole  army,  with  but  a small  force  of  infantry 
to  support  me. 

The  second  section  of  my  battery,  under  Lieut. 
Irons,  joined  me  in  the  advance  as  soon  as  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  do  so;  and,  through  the  great  ex- 
ertions of  Lieut.  Jack-on,  the  caissons  were  brought 
up  early  in  the  night. 

It  may  be  proper  lor  me  to  add,  that  the  difficulties 
of  getting  artillery  over  the  hills  of  the  Cerro  Gordo 
were  great.  Taking  out  the  horses,  the  pieces  were 
drawn  up  by  men  by  means  of  picket  ropes  attached 
to  the  carriages. 

On  the  18ih  instant,  the  laborious  work  of  getting 
the  pieces  over  the  last  hill  was'perforined  by  the 
companies  of  volunteers  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Willie,  who  had  been  detached 
to  support  my  bat'ery.  My  thanks  are  due  to  him, 
his  officers  and  men,  for  this  important  service. 

On  the  17th  instant  I had  one  corporal  and  one 
private  wounded. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  TAYLOR, 
Capt.  comd’g  light  battery  24  division. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  Act.  Ass’t  Adj.  Gen.,  21 

division. 

OCCUPATION  OF  PEROTE. 

Headquarters  Isi  Division, 

IVrote,  April  22,  1847, 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  information 
of  the  general  in  chief,  that  my  division  occupied 
the  castle  and  town  of  Perole  at  12  in.,  to  day,  with- 
out resistance — the  enemy  having  withdrawn  the 
night  before  last,  and  yesterday  evening — leaving 
Col.  Valasquez,  as  commitsioner  on  behalf  of  the 
Mexican  government,  to  turn  over  tlie  armament  ol 
the  castle,  consisting  ol  filly  four  guns  and  mortars, 
iron  and  bronze,  of  various  calibers,  in  good  service 
condition, eleven  lliousand  and  sixty  five  cannon  bills 
fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  bombs  and  hand 
grenades,  and  five  hundred  rau.-keis. 

In  the  retreat  hence,  the  enemy  carried  away  no 
materiel  ol  war.  No  force  lias  passed,  embodied, 
except  some  3,00U  cavalry  in  deplorable  plight, 
headed  by  the  recreant  Ainpiidia.  The  infantry  — 
so  .,e  2, QUO — passed  in  small  bodies,  generally  n ilh- 
out  arms.  The  few  having  any,  sold  them,  when- 
ever a purchaser  could  be  found,  for  two  or  three 
reals.  The  rout  and  panic  is  complete,  and  the 
way  opened.  A stand  mui/  be  made  at“  Puebla,  but 
doubted.  These  are  the  limits  of  the  victory  at  8ier 
ra  Gorda. 

The  fortress  affords  quarters  for  2,000  troops  and 
their  officers,  witli  ample  store  houses,  hospitals, 
&c.,&c.,and  a supply  of  good  water  within  the 
walls. 

The  Generals  Landero  and  Morales,  confined  in 
Perote  for  the  affair  at  Vera  Cruz,  as  also  some 
American  prisoners,  were  allowed  to  go  at  large  on 
the  retirement  of  the  garrison.  1 have  several  ol 
the  latter  belonging  to  the  South  Carolina  regiment, 
captured  near  Vera  Cruz.  Lieut.  Rogers,  of  the 
navy,  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  capital. 

1 have  the  honor,  &c. 

W.  J.  WORTH. 

Brev.  Maj.  General  Commanding. 
To  Capt.  H.  L.  Scott,  A.  A A.  General  Headquar- 
ters, Jalapa,, 


REPORT  OF  THE  ACTING  INSPECTOR  GENERAL. 

Inspector  General's  De/;ii  inunl. 

Jalapa,  Api  il  24tli,  1847. 

General;  On  the  5tli  instant  1 had  the  honor  to 
lay  before  you  the  paroles  of  honor  by  which  the 
Mexican  troops,  captured  hy  the  army  iimler  your 
immediate  coirmand  at  Vera  Crua  and  the  Castle  San 
Juan  d'Ulna,  were  enlarged,  I have  now  me  satisfac- 
tion of  enclosing  the  paroles  of  those  captured  at  the 
pass  of  Sierra  Gorda  on  the  18ih  inst.,  to  wit: 

1.  The  original  paroles  of  honor  of  three  general 
officers  two  others  heing  accounted  for  below,  to. 
gether  with  similar  paroles  from  huudred  and  185 
officers  of  all  grades. 

2.  Original  puro/fs  o//umor  given  hy  officers  of  the 
Mexican  army  on  betialf  of  the  Iroojis  of  the  several 
corps,  prisoners  of  war,  respectively,  under  their 
command,  binding  them  not  to  serve  during  the  war 
unless  duly  exchanged.  These  rolls  embrace  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  seven  (2,837) 
names — the  rank  and  file  of  the  army. 

3.  A copy  of  the  parole  of  Gen.  Pinson — a trans- 
lation of  the  fame;  and  a list  of  ail  others  on  a pa- 
role, numbering,  in  all,  two  hundred  and  eight  offi- 
cers. 

4.  Copies  of  the  several  paperii  referred  to  above 
in  No.  2,  to  wit:  the  paroles  for  the  rank  and  file. 

Besides  the  above,  I enclose  an  original  paper 
signed  by  two  general  officers,  (including  Gen.  La 
Vega,)  and  by  fourteen  other  officers  of  various 
grades,  who  declined  giving  their  paroles  not  to  serve 
during  the  war  unless  exchanged,  but  pledged  them- 
selves, as  the  paper  shows,  to  report  as  prisoners 
of  war  to  the  commander  at  Vera  Cruz7  who  was 
instructed  under  your  orders  to  secure  tlie.n  m the 
Castle  San  Juan  d’Uiloi,  or  send  t.hcm,  if  they  pre. 
ferred  il,  to  the  United  Scales. 

A separate  list  of  these  sixteen  officers  ij  also  fur- 
nished. 

1 think  proper  to  remark,  with  regard  to  the  oper- 
ations at  Sierra  Gordo,  that,  by  turning  the  lelt  flank 
of  the  enemy,  and  storming  the  principal  hill  occu- 
pied by  him,  which  was  executed  under  your  per- 
sonal observation  on  the  morning  of  the  18ih  instant 
his  force  was  divided — all  of  tlie  halteries  oast  of  the* 
hill  being  separated  from  the  main  body  of  the  army 
encamped  on  the  Jalapa  road  west  of  the  hill. 

All  ol  the  positions  of  the  enemy  were  commanded 
by  the  hill  itself,  which  was  believed  by  the  -\le.xi. 
cans  to  be  inaccessible  to  our  troops.  I'l.e  hill  being 
stormed  and  taken,  the  mam  body  of  the  enemy  lied 
in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  but  a very  few  were 
taken  prisoners.  Many  of  the  troops  in  the  batte- 
ries at  the  same  lime  made  their  escape  in  the  hills 
throwing  away  their  arms.  ’ 

A Mexican  officer  assured  me  that  no  less  than 
1,500  thus  escaped  Irum  one  single  battery.  Of 
tbose  in  the  balieries  who  laid  down  theirarms 
moie  tliaii  a thousand  coiurived  to  escape  on  ihcir 
march  from  the  field  of  battle  to  Flan  del  Rio,  some 
five  miles  or  more,  along  a circuiluus  road  bounded 
by  woods  and  raviiio;  and  hence  ihe  number  of  pris- 
uiitrs  on  parole  is  diaiiiiished  to  about  3,000  men 
exclusive  ol  officers.  And,  altboiigti  this  may  not 
be  the  place  for  the  expression  of  an  upiniun,  1 fe-1 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  deleat  was  as  co'mpicle 
as  It  was  unexpected  by  tlieenemj;  lliat  lie  uas  ijl- 
leily  desti  uyeu,  eaplured,  or  ruuled,  .spreading  terror 
aim  constei  nalioii  ibiougnuiu  llie  country. 

1 have  ihe  huimr  lu  be,  le.y  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  E.  A.  Hll  UHCO.>K, 

Liieut.  Cul.  A.  Inspector  General. 

Major  General  Winfield  Scott, 

General  In  eniei,  J .lapa  nlexico. 


list  of  KILLED  AND  WOU.VDED  AT  SIERRA  GOIID.A 
■f  he  lollowing  hsi  ot  names  ol  tlie  cvil.cd,  vvo-in'i.  d im] 
missmg  of  Ihe  second  division  ol  regulms,  coujma.i'ded 
by  Gen.  UavidE.  1 wiugs,  al  die  buit.e  olS.e.ia  Uorda 
lias  been  lor.vaided  10  ilu;  Ficay  One  u>  Mr.  Ke,,cli,|i.  ’ 
h IRST  Brigade,  consisting  ui  Uiu  1st  m ijliery,  iijo  rifles 
and  ilie  7ih  intumry,  all  under  Lulonel  Harvey-  ' ' 
Officers  wounded.— E.  V.  Summer!  Gapi  Ste- 
veils  i.  Masun,  Lieuts.  i hoinas  E^^e,l,  1 homa>  Ujvis 
George  McLane,  Dabm  y 11.  Mauiy,  Ail.cd  L,i„bs  v’ 
J.  r.  Dana.  - J.  i . 


Hank  and  fde  hilled.— las.  Ilarbison,  'Fh.  J.  Poinier 
Beiij.  McGee,  Conrad  Kuniz,  Dabney  WarJ.  idr'nL  J 
Willis,  Wm.  Cooper,  George  Collms,  Wm.  MeDuiialo 
C.  Armelrong,  bamuel  M.  R.,beiis,  MicIiiil-I  i)  n 
Robert  Wright.  Emm  Ful,-y,  VVm.  M.e,-,,  Lewis  lioni’ 

James  McDerby,  John  M.  Seaio.j,  J din  L.mch  K. ' 

CIS  O’iNtill,  Isaac  Dulaii,  Grillia  Jjudd,  Paujuk 
mnielDolay.  A.  Hailzman,  Charles  Ski, iiier,  Joseph’ 
Wood»  k rancLS  l^erioJ.  ^ * 

Hank  and  file  wounded— Serenti  di  Beck,  Lewis  F.  Ar- 
iiold,  John  iVlcCurmlcK,  Win.  W.  Miller,  John  Alc'Cau- 
ly,  Thomas  G.  Htsier,  David  Keslnia,  ILu.som  Ruse 
Samuel  N,  Biliier,  Wm.  F.  Ford,  Ehcnr.  N.  Brow:  ' 
John  Samson,  VV.  W.  Breeden,  Eduard  Allen,  AleAan' 
der  Evans,  Win.  Buileifleld,  Jacob  Alyeis,  Dai  w Gai- 
peiner,  'I'homa.s  Sloan,  George  W,  Gdlespie,  John  Ran  - 
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cy,  Joseph  Windle,  H.  Zimmerman,  Thomas  Goslin, 
James  McG'iwan,  Win.  A.  Miller,  Charles  .T  ines,  Wm. 
J.  Scrivener.  Cnrier,  L Vizers,  James  A.  .1^11111118,  Geo. 
Saiiips'in,  David  Bear,  Win.  HammeiTy,  W.  R.  Leecli 
man,  Samuel  Gilman,  John  M.  Robinson,  H.  Louis 
Brown,  Justus  Freeman,  Adam  Ryan,  John  Hooker, 
Lindsey  Hooker,  Jonn  Walker,  Hezekiah  Hill,  Wm. 
Higsins,  W m.  Forbes,  Ira  White,  George  Tucker,  Chas. 
H.  W.  Boln,  Charles  A.  Alburn,  Hiram  Bell,  Wm  H. 
Preston,  Wm.  Scheedcr,  John  Lipp,  Joseph  Vogle,  John 
Spencer,  Thomas  Conway,  Adams  L.  Ogg,  Calvin  Bru- 
ner, Thos.  Workman,  Ferd . Littlebrand,  Hiram  Melvin, 
Marinua  Lang,  David  Ferguson,  Chas.  Foster,  Goul’b, 
Bacumlo,  George  Bryding,  Stephen  Renninson,  Julius 
Schramm,  Frederick  Moll.  Nat.  J.  Campbell,  Thomas 
Williams,  Pat.  Anthony,  Anihony  Bracklin,  Sami  Dow- 
ney, Mathew  Eugan.  George  Hamlin,  Michael  Harley- 
.Tas.  Keegan,  Orin  Lawton.  John  Rooney,  John  A Sloan, 
Wm.  H.  Webber,  John  Woolley,  James  Burnett,  Thom- 
as Lynes,  Andrew  Wright,  John  Heynes,  John  Teahan, 
John  Bandorf,  Adam  Kock,  Patrick  Kane,  A.  R.  Hun- 
tington, Nicholas  Griffin,  James  West.  James  M.  Hol- 
den, Thomas  Sullivan,  PI.  J.  Manson,  Samuel  Cline,  R. 
S.  Cross,  Jonathan  Marsh,  James  Eecles,  John  Crangle, 
John  Braymaii,  Nicholas  Bradley,  John  Carter,  Patrick 
Dunninghan,  James  Garard,  John  Jones,  Jacob  Hal- 
pin,  Dennis  McCrystal,  Eneas  Lyons.  Edward  Peters, 
Christopher  Ellioit,  Jame.s  Godfrey,  C.  S.  Hopner,  Wil- 
liam Langwell,  Joiin  Gillighin,  Charles  Johnson,  James 
Joice,  John  Lee,  John  McMahan,  Thomas  O'Callagh 
an,  Wm.  Robinson,  John  Smith,  George  Wakeford. 
Charles  Bierwiih,  John  Sheehan,  John  Barnes,  Neill 
Donelly,  Patrick  Heaiy,  Daniel  Downs,  John  Frunks, 
Samuel  Ratcliffic,  Peter  Maloney,  Joh.i  Davidson,  Mi- 
chael Dvvy^r,  James  Flynn,  Michael  Ryan,  Waller  Root 

David  Radd.  Peter  McCabe. Thompson,  Aaron 

H anslork.  James  Planner,  Wm.  Sprague,  David  Whip- 
ple. Paul  McCrae,  Joseph  Bruner,  Conrad  Fischer. 

Missi7ig — Lewis  Monroe. 

Second  Beigade,  consisting  of  ihe  4th  artillery  and  2d 
and  3d  infantry,  &c.,  under  Col.  Riley: 

Officers  wounded — Capt.  Geo.  W.  Patten,  Lieutenants 
Charles  E Jarvis,  J.  N.  Ward,  B.  E.  Bee. 

Ranh  arid  file  killed — James  Olsed,  John  Schcnecke, 
Michael  ChristuI,  Andrew  Divin,  Wm.  Turner,  James 
Mellish,  Win.  Scott,  Jas.  Wilson,  Jas.  Conway,  Giles 
Iscliam. 

Rank  and  file  wounded— Francis  A.  Dona,  Wm  Pol- 
lock, Daniel  Hogan,  Patrick  Sheridan,  Jacob  Carr,  Geo. 
M.  Deny.  Jas  Harper,  Henry  Quill,  Richard  Crangle, 
Morris  Welsh,  Lyman  Plodgden,  Timoihy  Burn,  James 
McCullough,  Aipheus  Russell,  Plenry  Cfirleton,  George 
Dunn.  Robert  Foulder,  Richard  Vickers,  Gu.stavus  Mil 
ler,  John  Wallace,  Geo.  W.  Stacey.  Daniel  Tenalt,  Mi- 
chael Madigan,  Win.  Van  Tassel,  David  Kerr,  Nicho- 
las 7’yaiit,  John  D.  S.in,  J.  B.  Richardson,  Wn,  Ken- 
ney, Charles  Smith,  Laurence  Matien,  Silas  Chappel, 
Andrew  Munsch,  Joseph  Gallin,  George  Reed,  Levi  S. 
Cory,  Ahnoii  E.  Marsh,  John  McCenville,  Stephen 
Garber. 

Lighl  company  1st  artillery — Wounded,  CliiilTes  Kall- 
myer  and  George  Campbell. 

Rocket  and  howitzer  battery— wounded,  Lieut.  Geo.  II. 
Gordon;  private  Moses  L.  Keinney. 

Betachment— Wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  severely;  killed,  Croley;  wounded,  

Third  Brigade,  consisting  of  llie  New  York  volun- 
teers, and  3d  and  4ih  Illinois  volunteers,  under  General 
Shields.  , ^ 

Officer  killed— Unui.  G M.  Cowarden. 

Officers  wounded — General  J, antes  Shields,  Cap!.  

Pearson,  Lieutenants  Richard  Murphy,  Robi  n C.  Scott, 
S.  J.  Johnson,  Andrew  Froman,  Chas.  Malthy. 

Rank  and  fide  killed— Fi.  H.  Mellon,  Joseph  Neuman, 
Benjamin  Merritt.  t r-.  r. 

Rank  and  file  wounded— W m.  Allen,  J.  F.  7 homas- 
son  Andrew  Browning,  George  W.  Haley,  John  Roe, 
Levi  Card,  Henry  Dimond,  Stephen  White,  Alexander 
McCollum,  A.  C.  B.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  Tnomas 
Harlan,  Saniu  >1  Bullock.  John  Millhmn,  John  Mauld- 
ing,  J.  M.  Hanilshy,  J.  D-  Lander,  Uriah  Davenport,  J. 
B.  Anderson,  Thomas  Hessey,  George  W.  Nelson,  Jas. 
A.  Bauch,  James  Diheid,  .lohn  Walker,  Wm.  B.  Lee, 
James  Malsen,  John  Arahood,  Lahari  Chamber,  George 
Carvell,  Hthndge  Rice,  Jas.  Shepherd,  David  Haffinan, 
Robert  Jackson,  Leroy  Thuiiley,  Thomas  'Penney,  John 
Price,  Joseph  Sharp,  Irwin  Becker,  J.  J.  D.  Todd, 
Charles  Fanning,  Frederick  Branched,  S.  Brown,  Wil- 
linm  Morris,  Ebenezer  Cook,  Rii  hard  Hendrick,  John 
Sliver,  Henry  Heveran,  Christopher  Newman. 

Recapitulation: 

Officers.  Rank  and  File. 

Regiments.  &c.  Killed.  W’ded.  Killed.  W’ded. 


Reg.  Md.  rifles 
5 1st  artillery 
3 ; 7th  infantry 
"7  t 4ih  anillcry 
[ ‘2d  infantry 
S ) 3d  infantry 
Light  CO.  K 1st  artillery 
Rocket  and  howitzer  co. 
Detachment  _ 

General  staff 
3d  Illinois 
4ih  Illinois 
New  York  regiment 


9 

10 

9 


42 


Total,  1 21 

nee  dead.  Missing  from  regulars,  1. 
s private  misEing,  not  included  in  the  total. 


59 

38 

52 

3 

14 
35 

2 

1 

1 

15 
28 

5 
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The  killed  and  wounded  of  Capt.  Magruder’s  compa- 
ny 1st  artillery  is  not  included  in  this  return,  the  compa- 
ny being  detached  since  the  action. 

Twelve  nnn.comrriis.sioned  otlicers  and  privates  of 
company  F (Illint'is)  are  known  to  have  been  either  kill- 
ed or  wounded;  but,  as  the  company  has  been  detached 
since  the  action,  details  cannot  be  furnished  at  this  dale. 

7Y  the  above  we  add,  from  the  same  paper,  a list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  brigade  under  General 
Pillow: 

Officers  killed— Lieuts.F.  B.  .Allen  and  C.  G.  Gill. 

OJjlcers  wounded — General  J.  G.  Pillow,  Lieut.  Colonel 
D.  W Cumming.  Major  R.  Farqiiharson,  Capts.  Murry 
and  Maulding,  Lieuis.  Heman,  Wm.  Yeawon,  James 
Forrest,  J.  T.  Sutherland. 

Rank  and  file  killed — S.  Lauderdale,  H.  L Byruirn,  F. 
Wilh.“.  W.  F.  Brown,  W.  O.  Shebling,  Franklin  Elkin, 
Sami.  Floyd,  W.  England,  G.  W.  Keeny,  C.  A.  Samp- 
son, R.  L.  Rohanon.  J.  N.  Gunter,  'T.  Griffin,  R.  Kier- 
man,  E.  Price.  M.  M.  Durham,  A.  Hatton. 

Rank  and  file  wounded Johnson,  S.  G.  Steam- 
ers, M.  Burns,  W.  F.  McCrory,  S.  W.  Garnet, 

Carson,  T.  R.  Bradley,  E.  H.  McAdde,  G.  A.  Smith, 
John  Conart,  E.  T.  Mockabee,  H.  Mowry,  A.  Dockery, 
P.  Wheeler,  A.  Copps,  S.  G.  Williams,  J.  Kent,  M. 
Brewer,  B.  F.  Bibb,  W.  Bennelt,  S Davis,  .1.  N,  Gree- 
ham,  L.  L.  Jones,  E.  A.  Ross,  B.  O'Harra,  J.  Prescott, 
E-  G.  Roberson,  R.  Pliinket,  J.  N.  Isler,  .A.  Gregory, 
John  Gregory,  L.  W.  Russell,  John  Burns,  E Johnson, 
J,  Wliiitington,  Alonzo  While,  J.  Cloud,  J.  M.  Allison, 
J.  Wood,  J.  L.  Dearrnar,  H.  Brusoer,  N.  W.  Keith,  J.  J. 
Langston,  M.  S.  Smith,  J.  F.  Storm,  H.  Williams,  J. 
Muir,  Wm.  Cheeson,  W.  F.  Marlin,  T.  Hana,  F.  H. 
Boyd,  N.  Morse,  J.  Lvndhurst,  D.  Lindsay,  Albert  Cud- 
ney,  J.  R.  Davis,  C.  F.  Keyser,  John  Sbeleen,  G.  Sut- 
ton, A.  Lovier,  D.  B.  Kiichen,  D.  R.  Noiison,  .lohn 
Smiili,  A.  Roland,  J.  Shultz,  John  Chambers,  Jacob 
Simons,  Ed.  Cruse,  .Tacob  Miller,  D.  M.  Dandion,  Wil- 
liam Wilhelm,  F.  Somers,  James  Shaw,  Thomas  Hunt, 
Jusiah  Horn. 

Making  a total  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  brigade 
103;  which,  added  to  308,  the  list  publishtd  above,  gives 
411.  These  are  all  the  killed  and  wounded  whose 
names  have  been  ascertained.  The  others,  say  fourteen 
men,  belonged  to  Captain  Magruder’s  company  of  first 
artillery  and  company  F,  Illinois,  from  which  no  returns 
were  made,  as  they  were  detached  immediately  after  the 
action, 


“army  of  occupation.” 

Despatches  from  General  Taylor’s  army  received 
on  the  2Isl  from  the  camp  at  Rlonterey. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupalion, 
Camp  near  Monlerey,  April  2lsl,  1847. 

Sir:  Since  my  despatch  of  April  llih,  Major  Che- 
vallie  has  reached  this  place  with  a part  of  his  com- 
mand, the  remainder  being  detached  with  a train 
now  on  its  way  up,  via  China.  Agreeably  to  my 
orders,  Major  Chevallie  has  explored  the  country 
between  China  and  Monlernorelos,  and  has  ascer- 
tained satisfactorily  that  Gen.  Urrea  has  left  that 
region  and  has  probably  recrossed  the  mountains. — 
The  communications  are  now  infested  only  by  bands 
of  robbers  which  are  very  numerous  in  tlie  coun- 
try. Our  escorts  can  thus  be  reduced  much  below 
the  strength  whicli  it  has  liitherlo  been  necessary  to 
employ. 

1 learn  that  Colonel  Doniphan  is  probably  by  this 
times  at  Parras,  on  his  way  Irom  Chihuahua  to  Sal- 
tillo, having  anticipated  my  orders  to  march  on  the 
latter  place. 

You  will  perceive  from  my  orders  that  we  have 
received  authentic  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Our  latest  dale  from  the  city  of  Mexico  is 
March  .Jlsl,  on  which  day  General  Santa  Anna  is- 
sued an  address  or  appeal  to  the  Mexican  people.  I 
do  not  inclose  it,  presuming  that  it  will  reach  you 
much  sooner  by  Vera  Cruz  or  'Painpico. 

It  is  lepresented  by  a person  w'ho  has  just  arrived 
from  San  Luis  that  not  more  tlian  one  half  of  Gen. 
Santa  Anna’s  original  force  was  saved  in  the  retreat 
alter  ttie  battle  ol  Buena  Vista,  and  that  his  march 
is  indicated  by  the  dead  strewed  along  the  road  for 
60  leagues.  Nearly  all  Itie  troops  have  been  with- 
drawn from  San  Luis  and  tlie  adjacent  positions. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respecttully,  your  ob  t serv’t, 

E TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.  commanding. 

The  Adj.  Gen,  ol  the  army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camp  near  Monterey,  April  llth  1847. 

Sir:  I respectfully  transmit  iierewilh  the  minor 
reports  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Avista,  with  accompa- 
nying documents,  and  those  of  tlie  affairs  with  Gene- 
ral Urrea's  cavalry  on  the  road  lienee  toCamargo — 
all  for  file  in  your  office. 

I also  transmit,  in  several  packages,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a court  of  inquiry  called  aiAguaNueva, 
March  4,  at  the  request  of  Captain  O’Brien,  assist- 
I ant  quartermaster,  and  the  proceedings  of  three  ge- 


neral courts  martial;  of  which  Majur  (now  Brevet 
Lieut.  Colonel)  Craig,  ordnance  department,  Col. 
Roane,  Arkansas  cavalry,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Weller, 
1st  Ohio  regiment,  were  presidents  respectively. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectively,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A.  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

GFN.  wool’s  report. 

Headquarters  Camp  Taylor,  Agua  JTuevn, 

Twenty  miles  south  of  Saltillo,  Mexico, 
March  4,  1847. 

Major:  Agreeably  to  the  orders  from  the  com- 
manding general,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
the  21st  ult.  the  troops  at  Agua  Nueva  broke  up  their 
encampment  and  preceded  by  the  supply  and  bag- 
gage train,  marched  for  Buena  Vista  and  Saltillo, 
except  Col.  Yell’s  regiment  of  Arkansas  volunteers, 
which  remained  to  look  out  for  the  enemy,  reported 
to  be  advancing  on  Agua  Nueva  in  great  force,  and 
to  guard  some  public  stores  left  at  the  hacienda  until 
transportation  could  be  obtained  to  carry  them  to 
Buena  Vista. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  commanding  general  at  En- 
cantada,  he  directed  that  Colonel  McKee’s  regiment 
2d  Kentucky  volunteers,  and  a section  of  Captain 
Washington’s  battery  be  kept  at  that  place  to  give 
support  to  Colonel  Yell  in  ca«e  he  should  be  drtven 
in  by  the  enemy.  Between  Encantada  and  Buena 
Vista,  called  the  pass,  Colonel  Hardin’s  regiment 
1st  Illinois  volunteers  was  stationed.  The  rest  of 
my  command  encamped  near  the  hacienda  of  Buena 
Vista.  The  major  general  commanding,  accompa- 
nied by  Lieutenant  Colonel  May’s  squadron  (2J  dra- 
goons,) Captains  Stiermar.’s  and  Bragg’s  batteries, 
(3d  artillery,)  and  the  Mississippi  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Davis,  proceeded  to  Saltillo  to 
provide  against  the  attack  meditated  by  General 
Minon  with  a cavalry  force  reported  to  be  3,000 
strong.  As  many  wagons  as  could  be  obtained 
were  ordered  to  return  forthwith  to  Agua  Nueva 
and  bring  off  what  remained  of  the  stores  at  that 
place. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  commanding  general,  transmitted 
from  Saltillo,  Colonel  Marshall,  with  his  regiment 
the  first  dragoons  were  ordered  to  Agua  Nueva  to 
reinforce  Colonel  Yell,  who  was  directed,  in  case  he 
should  be  attacked,  to  destroy  everything  at  that 
place  he  could  not  bring  off",  and  to  retire  before  12 
o’clock,  P.  M.  . Colonel  McKee  at  Encantada,  with 
the  section  of  artillery,  was  directed  to  join  Colonel 
Yell  on  his  retreat,  and  the  whole  to  fall  back  to 
Buena  Vista,  should  the  enemy  pursue  them  to  that 
place.  Before  leaving  Agua  Nueva,  Colonel  Yell’s 
pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  advance  parties  of  the 
Mexicans.  He  then  retired  with  the  reinforce- 
ments, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Marshall,  af- 
ter destroying  a small  quantity  of  corn  yet  remain- 
irg  at  the  hacienda,  and  leaving  a few  wagons 
wliich  haJ  been  precipitately  abandoned  by  their 
teamsters. 

All  the  advance  parties  came  into  Buena  Vista, 
except  Col.  flardin’s  legiment,  before  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  tlie  22d. 

At  8 o’clock,  A.  M , on  the  22d,  I received  notice 
that  the  Mexican  army  was  at  Agua  Nueva,  and  or- 
dered a section  of  Captain  Washington’s  artillery 
to  move  forward  and  join  Colonel  Hardin.  Shortly 
afterwards  I repaired  to  that  position  where  it  had 
been  determined  to  give  battle  to  tlie  enemy.  Dur- 
ing the  previous  night,  agreeably  to  my  orders. 
Colonel  Hardin’s  regiment  had  throu  n up  a para- 
pet on  the  height,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
had  dug  a small  ditch,  and  made  a parapet  extend- 
ing from  the  road  around  the  edge  of  the  gully,  on 
the  riglil  of  the  r,oad.  'I’hey  were  then  directed  to 
dig  a ditch  and  make  a parapet  across  the  road  for 
the  protection  of  Capt.  Washington’s  artillery,  leav- 
ing a narrow  passage  next  to  the  hill,  which  was  to 
be  closed  up  by  running  into  it  two  wagons  loaded 
with  stone. 

About  9 o’clock,  our  pickets,  stationed  at  Encan- 
lada,  three  and  half  miles  distant,  discovered  the 
enemy  advancing.  Word  was  immediately  dispatch- 
ed to  the  commanding  general  at  Saltillo;  and  I or- 
dered the  troops  at  Buena  Vista  forthwith  to  be 
brought  forward. 

Captain  Washington’s  battery  was  posted  across 
the  road,  protected  on  its  left  by  a commanding  emi- 
nence, ami  its  right  by  deep  gullies.  The  3d  Ken- 
tucky infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  McKee,  was 
stationed  on  a hill  immediately  in  rear  of  Washing- 
ton’s battery,  i lie  six  companies  of  1st  Illinois  re- 
giment, commanded  by  Colonel  Hardin,  took  post  on 
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the  eminence  on  the  left,  ond  two  companies,  under 
L'.eiit.  Colonel  Weatherford,  occupied  the  breast- 
work on  the  right  of  Washington’s  battery.  The 
2.1  Illinois  regiment  was  stationed  on  the  left  of  the 
Kentucky  regiment.  The  Indiana  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  General  Lane,  was  posted  on 
a ridge  immediately  in  rear  of  the  front  line,  and 
Captain  Stein’.s  squadron  in  reserve,  in  rear  of  the 
Indiana  brigade.  The  Kentucky  regiment  of  caval- 
ry, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Marshall,  and  the 
Arkansas  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Yell,  were  stationed  to  the  left  of  the  second  line 
towards  the  mountains.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
ride  companies  of  these  two  regiments  were  dis- 
moimted,  and,  with  the  cavalry  companies  of  the 
Kentucky  regiment,  and  a battalion  of  riflemen  from 
the  Indiana  brigade  under  Major  Gorman,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Marshall,  were  ordered  to  take 
post  on  the  extreme  left,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

These  dispositions  were  approved  by  the  major 
general  commanding,  who  had  now  returned  from 
Saltillo,  bringing  with  him  Lieut.  Col.  May’s  squad- 
ron of  the  2d  dragoons,  Capt.  Sherman’s  and  Bragg’s 
batteries  of  artillery,  and  the  Mississippi  regiment  of 
riflemen. 

The  enemy  had  halted  Just  beyond  cannon  shot, 
and  displayed  his  forces  on  either  side  of  the  road, 
and  commenced  pushing  his  light  infantry  into  the 
mountains  on  our  left.  At  the  same  time,  indications 
of  an  attempt  on  our  right  induced  the  cominariding 
general  to  order  the  2d  Kentucky  infantry  and  Capt. 
Bragg’s  battery,  with  a detachment  of  mounted  men, 
to  take  post  on  the  right  of  the  gullies,  and  at  some 
distance  in  advance  of  Capt.  Washington’s  battery, 
in  the  centre. 

Capt.  Sherman’s  battery  was  held  in  reserve  in 
rear  of  the  second  line. 

The  enemy  was  now  seen  pushing  his  infantry  on 
his  right  towards  the  heights,  showing  evidently  an 
intention  to  turn  our  left  in  order  to  get  possession  of 
the  key  to  our  position — the  eminence  immediately 
on  the  left  of  Washington’s  artillery — and  thus  open 
a free  passage  to  Saltillo. 

Colonel  hlarshall,  with  his  regiment,  the  Arkan- 
sas riflemen,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Roane,  an  I 
the  Indiana  rifle  battalion,  under  Major  Gorman, 
was  charged  with  meeting  this  party,  and  checking 
their  movement  on  our  left.  Brigadier  General 
Lane,  with  the  2d  Indiana  regiment,  and  a section  of 
Capt.  Washington’s  artillery,  under  Lieut.  O’Brien, 
since  captain  in  the  quartermaster’s  department — 
was  ordered  to  the  extreme  left  and  front  of  the  plain, 
which  was  terminated  by  a deep  ravine,  extending 
from  the  mountain  to  the  road,  with  orders  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  coming  around  by  the  base  of  the 
mountain. 

At  2 o’clock  as  the  enemy’s  light  infantry  were 
moving  up  the  side  of  the  mountain  and  in  the  ra- 
vines, they  ojiened  a fire  on  our  riflemen  from  a la»ge 
howiizei  posted  in  the  road;  and  between  three  and 
four  o’clock  Colonel  Marshall  engaged  the  Mexican 
infantry  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  the  firing 
continued  on  both  sides  at  intervals  until  dark.  In 
this  our  troops  sustained  no  loss,  whilst  that  ol  tlie 
enemy  is  known,  by  a subsequent  inspection  of  the 
ground,  to  be  considerable.  After  the  firing  had 
ceased,  the  major  general  commanding  again  return- 
ed to  Saltillo  to  see  to  matters  at  that  place,  and  to 
guard  against  Gen.  Minon  and  his  cavalry,  taking 
with  him  the  Mississippi  regiment  and  squadron  of 
the  2d  dragoons. 

The  troops  remained  under  arms  during  the  night 
in  the  position  they  occupied  at  the  close  of  the 
day.  About  two  o’clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  23d,  our 
pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  Mexicans,  and  at  the 
dawn  of  day  the  action  was  renewed  by  ti.e  Mexi 
can  light  inlantry  and  our  riflemen  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain. 

The  enemy  had  succeeded  during  the  night,  and 
early  in  the  morning,  in  gaming  the  very  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  in  passing  to  our  left  arm  rear.  He 
had  reinforced  his  extreme  right  by  some  1,500  to 
2,000  infantry. 

Major  Prail,  2d  Illinois  volunteers,  was  ordered, 
with  his  battalion  of  riflemen,  to  reinforce  Col.  Mar- 
shall, who  was  engaged  in  bolding  the  right  of  the 
enemy  in  check. 

The  enemy  now  opened  a fire  upon  our  left  from  a 
battery  planted  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  near 
where  his  light  infantry  had  commenced  ascending 
it  everything  now  indicating  that  the  main  attack 
would  be  apinst  our  left. 

1 he  2d  Kentucky  infantry  and  Bragg’s  battery  of 
artillery  were,  by  instructions  given  to  Major  Mans- 
field, ordered  from  the  extreme  right,  and  Sherman’s 
battery  ordered  up  from  the  rear  to  take  post  with 
Colonel  Birrell’s  regiment,  (2d  Illinois  volunteers) 
on  the  plateau  which  extends  from  the  centre  of  the 
line  to  ihe  foot  of  the  mountain,  the  sides  of  which 


were  now  filled  with  the  Mexican  infantry  and  our 
riflemen,  bclween  whom  the  firing  had  become  very 
brisk.  About  this  lime  the  major  general  com- 
manding was  seen  reluming  from  Saltillo  with  the 
Mississippi  regiment  and  Ihe  squadron  of  the,  2ddra 
goons;  and  shortly  after  he  arrived  and  took  his  posi- 
tion in  the  centre  of  the  field  of  battle,  where  he 
could  see  and  direct  the  operations  of  the  day.  At 
8 o’clock  a large  body  of  the  enemy,  composed  of 
infantry,  lancers  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  moved 
down  the  high  road  upon  our  cenlre,  held  by  Oapl. 
Washington’s  battery  and  the  1st  Illinois  volunteers, 
but  were  soon  dispersed  by  the  former.  The  rapidi- 
ty and  precision  of  the  fire  of  the  artillery  scatter- 
ed and  dispersed  this  force  iti  a few  minutes  with 
considerable  loss  on  their  side,  and  little  or  none  on 
our  own. 

Iti  connexion  with  tliis  movement,  a heavy  column 
of  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  cavalry  and  Ihe  battery 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain  moved  against  our  left, 
which  was  held  by  Brigadier  General  Lane,  with 
the  2d  Indiana  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  O’Brien’s 
section  of  artillery,  by  whom  the  enemy’s  fire  was 
warmly  returned,  and,  owing  to  the  range,  with 
great  effect,  by  Lieutenant  O’Brien’s  artillery. — 
General  Lane,  agree.ably  to  my  orders,  wishing  to 
bring  his  infantry  within  striking  distance,  ordered 
his  line  to  move  forward.  This  order  was  duly  obey  • 
ed  by  Lieutenant  O’Brien.  'I'he  infantry,  however, 
instead  of  advancing  retired  in  disorder;  and  in 
spite  of  the  utmost  eflbrts  of  their  general  and  his 
officei's,  left  the  artillery  unsupported,  and  fled  the 
field  of  battle.  Some  of  them  were  rallied  by  Col. 
Bowles,  who,  with  the  fragment  fell  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Mississippi  riflemen,  and  during  the  day  did 
good  service  with  that  gallant  regiment.  I deeply 
regret  to  say  that  most  of  them  did  not  return  to  the 
field,  and  many  cf  them  continued  their  flight  to 
Saltillo. 

Lieutenant  O’Brien,  being  unsupported  by  any  in- 
fantry, and  not  being  able  to  make  head  against  the 
heavy  column  bearing  dov?n  upon  him  with  a de- 
structive fire,  fell  back  on  tlie  centre,  leaving  one 
of  his  pieces,  at  which  all  the  cannoneers  and  horses 
were  either  Elled  or  disabled,  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Seeing  themselves  cut  off  from  the  centre 
by  the  flight  of  the  2d  Indiana  regiment,  and  Ihe 
consequent  advance  of  the  Mexican  infantry ,and 
cavalry  upon  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  it, 
the  riflemen  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mar- 
shall retreated  from  their  position  in  the  mountain, 
where  they  had  been  so  successfully  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  to  the  other  side  of  the  dry  bed  of  a deep 
torrent  that  is  immediately  in  the  rear  of  our  position. 
Here  many  fled  in  disorder  to  the  rear.  Some  ol  them 
were  subsequently  rallied  and  brought  again  into  ac- 
tion, with  their  brave  companions;  others  were  step- 
ped at  the  hacienda  of  Buena  Vista,  and  tliere  re- 
formed by  Iheir  officers. 

The  enemy  immediately  brought  forward  a batte- 
ry of  three  pieces,  and  look  a position  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  our  line,  under  the  mountain  and  com- 
menced an  eiitiladmg  fire  on  our  cenlre,  which  was 
returned  with  so  much  efl'ecl  upon  llie  advancing 
column  of  the  Mexicans,  containing  near  C 000  in- 
fantry and  lancers,  that  it  forced  them  to  keep  to 
the  upper  side  of  the  plateau,  close  under  the  side 
of  the  mountain;  and,  instead  of  turning  to  the  lelt 
and  advancing  on  our  centre,  against  the  heavy  fire 
of  so  much  well  served  artillery,  continued  its  course 
perpendicular  to  our  line  on  the  extreme  left,  cross- 
ed over  the  bed  of  the  dry  torrent,  in  the  direction 
taken  by  our  retrealiiig  riflemen,  keeping  all  the 
while  close  to  the  loot  of  the  mountain.  Colonels 
Marshall  and  Yell  with  their  cavalry  companies. 
Colonel  May,  with  his  squadron  of  the  1st  and  2l 
dragoons,  and  Captain  Pike’s  squadron  Arkansas  re 
gimeiit,  ill  comiecliori  with  a brig  de  of  infantry, 
lormed  of  the  Mississippi  regiment,  the  3d  Indi.iiia 
(Colonel  Lane,)  and  a Ifagiiieiil  of  the  2d  Indiana 
regiment  under  Colonel  Bowles’ and  Bragg’s  artille- 
ry, and  three  pieces  of  Sherman’s  battery,  succeed- 
ed in  checking  the  march  ol  Ibis  column.  The  Mis- 
sissippi regiment  alone,  and  a howitzer  under  Cap- 
lam  Sliermaii,  moved  against  some  4,000  of  the  ene- 
my and  slopped  them  in  ibeir  marih  upon  Saltillo. 
A large  body  of  lancers,  from  this  body,  formed 
column  in  one  of  the  mountain  gorges,  and  advanc- 
ed, llirougb  Ihe  Mexican  inl'anlry,  to  make  a descent 
on  the  hacienda  of  Buena  Vista,  near  uhieh  our 
train  of  supplies  and  baggage  had  been  packed.— 
They  were  gallantly  and  successfully  met  by  our 
mounted  men,  under  Colonels  Marshall  and  Yell, 
and  the  attacking  column  separated — part  returning 
to  the  mouiUaiii  under  cover  of  their  inlantry,  and  a 
part  going  through  the  tiacienda.  Here  the  latter 
were  met  by  a destructive  fire  from  those  men  who 
had  left  the  field  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and 
had  been  rallied  by  their  clticers.  Colonel  Alay’s 
dragoons  and  a section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant 


Reynolds,  coming  up  at  this  moment,  comnl''t'>rl  the 
rout  of  this  portion  ili  - -lu-n, , ’s  ca  • -li  v . '’'lie 
column  tlial  had  passed  our  left,  arni  1.  <]  one  some 
two  miles  to  our  rear,  now  f.ioed  ah  net,  and  coin- 
metieed  retracing  their  steps,  exposing  their  right 
flank  to  a very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  our 
infantry  and  artillery,  who  were  drawn  up  in  a line 
parallel  to  the  march  of  the  retreating  column,  of 
whom  many  were  forced  on  and  over  the  mountains, 
and  many  dispersed. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna,  seeing  the  situation  of  this  part 
of  his  army,  and,  no  doubt,  considering  them  as  cut 
ofl',  sent  in  a flag  to  the  major  general  commanding 
to  know  what  he  desired.  The  general  asked  me  to 
be  the  bearer  of  his  answer,  to  which  I cheerfully  as- 
sented, and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  enemy’s 
battery  under  the  mountains  to  see  the  Mexican 
general  in  chief.  But  in  consequence  of  a refusal  to 
cease  firing  on  our  troops,  to  whom  the  news  of  the 
truce  had  not  yet  been  commnnicated,  and  who  were 
actively  engaged  with  the  Mexican  infantry,  1 de- 
clared the  parley  at  an  end,  and  returned  without 
seeing  General  Santa  Anna,  or  communicating  the 
answer  of  the  general  commanding. 

The  Mexican  column  was  now  in  rapid  retreat, 
pursued  by  our  artillery,  infantry  and  cavalry,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  effect  of  our  fire,  they  succeeded 
for  the  greater  part,  favored  by  the  configuration  of 
the  ground,  in  crossing  the  bed  of  the  torrent,  and 
regaining  the  plateau  from  which  they  had  previous- 
ly descended. 

Whilst  this  was  taking  place  on  Ihe  left  and  rear 
of  the  line,  our  centre,  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
the  commanding  general,  although  it  siiHered  much 
in  killed  and  wounded,  stood  firm,  and  repelled  every 
attempt  to  march  upon  it. 

The  Mexican  forces  being  now  concentrated  on 
our  left,  made  a bold  move  to  carry  our  centre  by 
advancing  with  his  whole  strength  from  the  left  and 
front.  At  this  moment  Lieut.  O’Brien  was  ordered 
to  advance  his  battery  and  check  this  movement. — 
He  did  so  in  a bold  and  gallant  manner,  and  main- 
tained his  position  until  his  supporting  force  was 
completely  routed  by  an  immensely  superior  force. 
His  men  and  horses  being  nearly  all  killed  and 
wounded,  he  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
abandoning  his  pieces,  and  they  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  From  this  point  the  enemy  marched 
upon  the  centre,  where  the  shock  was  met  by  Col. 
McKee,  the  1st  Illinois,  under  Uol.  Hardin,  and  the 
2d,  under  Col.  Bissell,  all  under  the  immediate  eye 
of  the  commanding  general.  This  was  the  hottest  as 
well  us  the  most  critical  partoflhe  action;and  atthe 
moment  when  our  troops  were  about  giving  way  be- 
fore tlie  greatly  superior  force  with  which  they  were 
contending,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Sherman  and 
Bragg  coming  up  most  opportunely  from  the  rear, 
and  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  command- 
ing general,  by  a well  directed  fire  checked  and 
drove  back  with  great  loss  the  enemy,  wtio  bad 
come  close  upon  tlie  muzzles  of  their  pieces.  A 
pait  of  the  enemy’s  lancers  took  our  infantry  in 
flank,  and  drove  them  down  the  ravine  in  front  of 
Captain  Washington’s  battery,  wliu  saved  them  by 
a well  directed  and  well  limed  fire  from  his  pieces. 

This  was  the  last  great  effort  of  Gen.  Santa  Anna; 
the  firing,  however,  between  the  enemy’s  artillery 
and  our  own  continued  until  night. 

The  troops  lay  on  their  arms  in  the  position  in 
which  tiiey  were  placed  at  evening.  Major  War- 
ren’s command,  consisting  of  (our  co  npanies  Illinois 
infantry,  and  a detachment  of  Ca[)t.  Webster’s  com- 
pany, under  Lieut.  Donaldson,  were  broiigtit  ou  tlie 
field  from  Saltillo,  where  they  had  perfurmed,  dur- 
ing the  day,  irnporlaiil  services  m connexion  wilh 
Capt.  Webster’s  battery,  under  a piece  ably  served 
by  Lieut,  (now  Captain)  Sliover,  3d  artillery,  in  re- 
pelling the  attack  of  Gen.  Minon  and  tiis  cavalry  on 
that  place.  Every  airangemenl  was  made  to  engage 
the  enemy  early,  the  next  morning,  when,  at  day- 
break, it  was  discovered  lie  had  retreated  under  co- 
ver of  the  night,  leaving  about  lOUU  dead  and  several 
hundred  wounded  on  the  field  ol  ualtle,  ami  205  pri- 
soners III  our  hands,  one  standard  and  a large  iiuniher 
of  arms. 

Our  own  loss  was,  1 dee(ily  regret  to  say,  very 
great,  equaling  if  not  exceeding  m piopoi  tion  to  tlie 
numbers  engaged,  that  ol  the  enemy.  In  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  it  amounted  to  rising  ol  7UU. 
Among  the  dead,  some  ol  Itie  most  gallant  ol' our  of- 
ficers lell  while  leading  their  men  to  llie  charge,  and 
sooiu  who  are  well  known  to  the  country  lor  distin- 
guished services  on  other  fields:  among  whom  were 
Col.  A.  Yell,  of  Arkansas,  Col.  Wni.  McKee,  Lieut. 
Colonel  H.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Col.  Hardin,  of 
Illinois.  1 also  lost  my  assistant  adjutant  general. 
Capt.  Lincoln,  who  was  as  brave,  gallant,  and  as 
accomplished  an  officer  as  I ever  knew.  He  fell  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  and  in  the  attempt  to 
rally  our  men. 
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The  troops  posted  in  the  centre  were  constantly 
liivler  the  e,'  t;  of  ihe  commanding  general, .atic!  their 
mi'venienls  and  bearing  during  the  battle  are  better 
known  to  him  tfian  myseir.  1 ihinU  it  proper,  how- 
ever to  hear  ^vitntss  with  hint  to  the  particular  good 
conduei  of  tiie  1st  Illinois  volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Ha.iiin,  and  after  bis  draili  under  Cd.  Bi-sell;  aiiu 
the  2d  Kentucky  infantry,  under  Col.  McKee,  Lieut. 
Col.  Clay,  and  after  their  death,  under  M .jor  Fry. — 
These  regiments  suffered  greatly  in  the  contest,  and 
were  ably  and  gallantly  led  on  by  their  officers,  as 
their  number,  names,  and  rank  of  the  killed  will 
abundantly  testily. 

I also  desire  to  express  my  high  admiration,  and 
to  offer  my  warmest  thanks  to  Captains  Washington, 
Sherman,  and  Bragg,  and  Lieutenants  O’Brien  and 
T hom.is,  and  (heir  batteries;  to  whose  services  at  this 
point,  and  on  every  other  part  of  the  field,  1 think  it 
but  justice  to  say,  vve  are  mainly  indebted  for  the 
great  victory  so  successfully  achieved  by  our  arms 
Over  the  great  force  opposed  to  us — more  than  2U,- 
000  men  and  17  pieces  of  artillery.  Without  our 
artillery  we  would  not  have  have  maintained  our  po- 
sition a single  hour. 

Brigadier  General  Lane  was  very  active  and 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rendered 
good  serv  ice  throughout  the  day.  He  reports,  among 
many  others.  Colonel  Lane  and  the  31  Indiana  regi- 
ment as  having  done  themselves  great  credit.  To 
Colonel  Uavis  and  the  Mississippi  regiment  under 
his  cumniaiid,  wliose  services  were  conspicuous  in 
the  open  engagements  on  the  rear  of  our  left,  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  part  they  performed,  and  much 
praise  for  their  conspicuous  galianlry,  which  caused 
them  to  be  a rallying  point  for  the  force  that  was 
driven  in  from  the  lelt,  and  who,  in  connexion  with 
the  3d  Indiana  legiment,  and  a fragment  of  the  2d 
Indiana  regiment,  under  its  gallant  colonel,  consti- 
tuted almost  tl.e  only  infantry  opposed  to  the  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Marshall  rendered  gallant  and  important 
services,  both  as  the  commander  of  the  riliemen  in 
the  mountains,  where  he  and  his  men  were  very  el- 
feclual,  and  as  the  coiiiniander  of  the  cavalry  com- 
panies uf  his  regiment,  i.i  connexion  with  Uiose  of 
llie  Ai  kansbs  regiment,  under  Colonel  Yell,  and  after 
his  death  under  Ll  Colonel  Roane,  (wliu  commanded 
them  111  a galiaiil  manner,)  in  Uieir  operalious  agamsl 
the  enemy’s  lancers.  Col.  Marshall  reports  that  Lt. 
Cul.  Field  was  everywhere  during  the  battle,  and 
equal  entirely  to  his  station,  and  rendered  the  most 
essential  assislance. 

Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel  May,  2d  dragoons,  wilh  the 
squadron  ol  llie  1st  and  2d  dragoons,  and  Capt.  Pike’s 
squadron  of  Aikaiisas  cavalry,  and  a section  of  aml- 
lery,  admirably  served  by  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  3d 
arlillery,  plajed  an  important  part  in  checking  anu 
dispersing  tl.e  enemy  in  the  tear  of  our  lelt.  They 
retired  belorehim  wtienever  he  approached  them. — 
'I'he  gallant  Captain  Steen,  whilst  rallying  under  the 
orders  ol  the  eoimiianditig  general,  some  men  run- 
ning Irom  the  field  of  battle,  was  severely  wounded 
in  Uie  thigh. 

Major  McCullork,  quartermaster  in  command  ol 
a Texas  spy  company,  has,  on  the  field,  and  in  all 
the  reeonnuissances  lor  several  days  previous  to  the 
contest,  given  me  great  assistance  and  valuable  in- 
lormaUuii. 

'J'hongli  belonging  to  the  staff  of  the  major  general 
commaiiuing,  ) el  the  very  impioitanl  and  valuable 
services  ol  Alyjur  Mansfield,  to  w hom  1 am  greatly 
indeUtcO  lor  me  aid  1 received  liom  his  urilinng  ex- 
ei  nuns,  aciivily,  and  extensive  iiilormation,  as  well 
as  lor  his  gallant  bearing  during  the  days  and  mghls 
of  llie  21sl,  22d,  23d,  and  24ih,  gives  n.e  tlie  privi- 
lege ol  express. ng  to  Itie  eomn.aiidiiig  general  my 
enure  admiration  uf  this  accomplished  ollicer’s  con- 
duct. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Major  Monroe,  chief  of 
artillery,  lor  the  services  rendered  by  him  on  the  field 
as  ciiiel  of  ai  liilery,  and  lor  Ins  exenious  in  rally  ing 
Ihe  men  at  Buena  Visla,  and  disposing  of  them  at 
that  place,  to  meet  the  allacU  ol  the  enemy’s  lanceis. 
Paymaster  Uix  and  Captain  Leonard  renue.ied  very 
valuable  aid  by  il.eir  gailaiiLiy  in  rallying  the  iionps. 
Lieul.  Reiihain,  engineer,  was  very  gallant,  zealous, 
and  ellieieiit  at  all  liines,  nigiil  and  day,  in  the  per 
lormance  of  the  important  duties  with  w Inch  he  was 
charged. 

O.  my  stuff  1 cannot  speak  in  loo  high  terms;  their 
devotion  to  duty  at  ail  limes,  day  and  nignt,  aim 
iheir  activity  and  gallant  bearing  on  tlie  21sl,  22d, 
23d,  and  24Ui,  not  only  command  iny  admiration,  but 
is  worthy  of  all  praise.  Of  those  enlitled  to  tins 
commendation  1 would  mention  the  following: 

Lieul.  Irviii  McDowell,  my  aid-de-camp,  1 would 
recou.uieiiu  lu  the  special  notice  of  the  cun.manding 
general  lor  his  activity  and  devotion,  at  all  times,  in 
llie  discharge  of  his  011116.“,  and  especially  fur  his 


gallant  and  efficient  servi'-es  throughout  the  22d  and 
23d,  on  Ihe  field  of  baUie. 

Of  Colonel  S.  Churcliill,  in.-.pector  general,  I would 
speak,  for  his  assislance  on  Ihe  field,  where  his  cool 
ness  and  judgment  were  in  accordance  wilh  his  pre- 
vious repulalion  as  a brave  veteran.  He  had  ids 
horse  shot  under  turn  during  Ihe  lieal  of  the  action. 

1 would  lake  occasion,  at  this  place  to  express  to  the 
commanding  general  the  aid  and  suppori  1 have  re- 
ceived from  this  officer  in  disciplining  and  instructing 
the  troops  under  my  command  since  the  opening  of 
the  campaign. 

Captain  VV.  W.  Chapman  rendered  me  great  as- 
sislance, as  extra  aid-de-camp,  in  gallantly  convey- 
ing my  orders,  in  rallying  and  sending  back  to  the 
field  many  of  the  volunteers  who  had  fallen  back,  and 
in  his  admirable  arrangement  for  the  defence  of  the 
train.  He  has  been  a mo.sl  active,  efficient,  and  di- 
ligent officer  during  the  whole  campaign,  and  i would 
recommend  him  particularly  to  the  attention  of  the 
commanding  general. 

Lieutenant  Sitgreaves,  togographical  engineer, 
was  distinguished  for  his  galianlry  and  good  conduct, 
and  especially  in  conveying  my  orders  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

Capt.  Geo.  P.  Howard,  A.  C.  S.,  and  Capt.  C.  W. 
Davis,  A.  Q.  M.,  are  equally  entitled  to  praise  for 
their  efficient  services  and  gallant  bearing  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

Surgeons  Hitchcock,  Levely,  Hensley,  Price, 
Roane,  Madison,  Peyton,  Herrick,  Roberts,  and 
Glenn,  for  their  devotion  to  the  woueded  of  llie  Mex- 
ican army,  as  well  as  those  of  our  own,  are  entitled 
to  my  highest  praise. 

Mr.  4'liomas  H.  Addecks,  niy  interpreter,  is  enli- 
lled  to  high  commendation  for  liis  readiness  to  en- 
gage in  daring  enterprises,  and  especially  for  fear- 
lessly carrying  my  orders  on  the  field  of  battle,  on 
the  22d  and  23d. 

To  these  1 would  add  Mr.  E.  C.  March,  a most 
valuable  government  agent,  and  who  rendered  me 
important  services  on  the  22nd  and  23rd,  and  con- 
ducted himself  with  great  galianlry  on  the  field  of 
hallle. 

1 would  also  mention  Mr.  A.  R.  Potts,  Mr.  Henry 
A.  Harrison,  Mr.  C.  J.  Burgess,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Dusen- 
bury,  all  valuable  goveriimeiil  agents,  who  rendered 
important  services  in  the  execution  of  my  orders, 
and  exhibited  a bold  and  fearless  spirit  during  the 
actions  of  iho  22d  and  23d. 

1 cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing,  offi- 
cially and  formally , as  1 have  heretofore  done  per- 
sonally to  the  major  general  commanding,  the  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  1 have  (or  the  confidence  and  ex- 
treme consideration  which  have  marked  all  his  acts 
towards  me,  which  has  given  me  additional  motives 
for  exertion  and  increased  zeal  in  the  execution 
of  the  responsible  duties  with  which  1 have  been 
charged. 

Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a transla- 
tion of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  General 
Santa  Anna,  dated  the  27th  January,  1847,  at  San 
Luis  Putosi,  when  the  army  was  about  lo  leave  for 
this  place. 

Also,  a translation  of  h is  general  order  of  the  21st 
of  February , and  a return  ol  the  Mexican  prisoners, 
and  the  morning  report  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand on  the  21st  ultimo. 

3'tie  forces  engaged  in  the  great  battle  of  the  22nd 
and  23d  ultimo  were  as  follows: 

3'he  United  Stales  troops  commanded  by  Major 
General  Taylor,  amounted  lo  only  4,610,  including 
officers. 

The  forces  under  the  command  of  General  Santa 
Anna  amouiiied  lo  22,000-  Some  of  the  Mexican 
ofiicers,  taken  prisoners,  slalid  the  number  to  be  24,- 
000,  exclusive  of  artillery.  This  number,  I presume, 
included  General  Minion’s  cavalry,  reported  lo  be 
from  2,000  lo  3,000. 

'1  he  army  is  lepresented  to  be  in  a disorganized 
state,  and  that  the  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and 
by  desertion,  exceed  6,000  men.  i’he  dead,  the  dy- 
ing, and  the  wounded  in  a starving  condition,  every- 
where  lo  he  seen  on  its  route,  bespeaks  a hurried  re- 
treat and  extreme  distress. 

1 have  the  honor  lo  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Brigadier  General. 

To  .^:aj.  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen. 

Gen’l.  Wool’s  account  of  the  battle. — Th® 
American  H'hig  publishes  exuacls  from  a letter  re- 
ceived from  Geiieial  Wool,  in  w Inch  he  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  it  he  says. 

“i/'  Gen.  Scott  had  only  left  Gen.  Taylor  with  a regi 
ment  of  regular  infantry.  General  Santa  Anna’s  army 
would  have  been  anninilated,  whilst  for  the  want  of  a 
few  regular  inlaulry  we  came  near  losing  the  battle. 
At  a moment  when  no  one  doubted  that  two  thou- 


sand Mexican  iancers  were  in  oiir  no  ver.  and  would 
hg,ve  become  onr  prisoners,  one  of  the  Indiana  to- 
iuiiteer  regiments  broke  and  fled  the  field  of  battle, 
which  relieved  the  Mexicans  from  their  critical 
position,  and  at  the  same  lime,  joined  by  another 
column  of  lancers,  bore  down  upon  us,  and  came*- 
nigh  wresting  from  us  our  strong  position.  It  re- 
quired ail  the  activity  and  energy  of  Generel  Taylor 
and  myself,  as  well  as  all  the  stafi' officers  to  main- 
tain our  position.  Fortunately,  the  Mississippi  regi- 
ment and  artillery  came  up  in  time  to  restore  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  The  commanding  General, 
Taylor,  showed  himself  equal  to  the  crisis,  and  with 
the  artillery  under  a tremendous  fire  repelled  the 
Mexican  lancers,  but  not  until  they  had  killed  and 
wounded  many  of  the  bravest  and  most  gallant  of  our 
little  army.  We  finally  repulsed  the  Mexicans  at 
all  points,  when,  under  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
they  made  good  their  retreat.  We  could  not,  how- 
ever, pursue  them,  for  every  man,  horse  and  tfiule, 
was  worn  down  with  fatigue.  For  three  ntghls  we 
lay  on  our  arms,  and  for  more  than  twenty  four 
hours  we  liad  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
sixteen  hours  subjected  to  a continuous  and  tremend- 
ous fire.  Our  position  was  a strong  one  and  we 
made  good  use  of  it. 

Santa  Anna  is  rapidly  retreating  with  his  army, 
reduced  lo  one  half  its  original  numbers,  on  San 
Luis  Potosi;  from  thence  it  is  reported  he  will  pro- 
ceed to  Mexico,  to  denounce  congress  fur  not  fur- 
nishing him  with  the  necessary  means  of  carrying  on 
the  war.” 


Buena  Vista. — A tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
troops  engaged,  with  the  proportion  of  kilted  and  wounded 
in  each  corps. 
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General  staff  . . . 

10 

1 

3 
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2 in  5 

1st  dragoons  . . . 

118 

00 

7 

7 

1 in  16  9-10 

2d  dragoons  . . . 

76 

00 

2 

2 

1 in  39 

3d  arlillery  .... 

149 

1 

22 

23 

1 in  6 2-5 

4th  artillery  .... 

111 

5 

21 

26 

1 in  4 3-10 

Arkansas  cavalry 

417 

17 

38 

65 

1 ill  7 3-5 

Kentucky  ” 

288 

27 

34 

61 

1 in  4 7-10 

2d  Kentucky  foot . 

614 

44 

57 

101 

1 in  5 2-5 

Mississippi  rifle’n  . 

358 

40 

56 

96 

1 in  3 7-10 

Indiana  brigade  . 

1118 

41 

127 

168 

1 in  6 3-5 

1st  Illinois  foot  . . 

549 

29 

18 

47 

1 in  11  7-10 

2d 

52.6 

48 

75 

123 

1 in  4 3-10 

Texas  volunteers  . 

57 

14 

2 

16 

1 in  3 3-5 

M’Cullough’s  spy 
company  . . . . 

27 

00 

00 

00 

0 in  00 

4346 

267 

462 

729 

1 in  6 96-100 

When  the  fractions  are  over  5-10  they  have  been 
counted  as  1 — when  less  as  0. 

In  ihe  official  statement,  the  aggregate  and  the  parti- 
culars differ  slightly.  [Balt.  Patriot. 

CALIFORNIA  . 


DISPUTES  ABOUT  AUTHORITT  AND  LAURELS. 

The  posture  of  affairs  as  between  our  own  officers 
in  the  new  territory  of  which  they,  or  Com.  Sloat, 
had  taken  possession,  was  exceedingly  urpleasant 
when  our  latest  information  lelt  Iheui.  We  have 
been  reluctant  to  refer  to  the  su  ijcct,  which  must 
be  painful  to  all  of  us,  and  have  refrained  from  doing 
so  in  expectation  of  obtaining  something  more  au- 
thentic than  w e have  yet  met  wilh.  We  are  obliged  to 
resort  lo  statements  which  are  evidently  colored  by 
the  feelings  and  partialities  of  those  from  whom  they 
proceed.  The  Executive  are  no  doubt  in  possession  of 
far  more  of  the  fads  in  the  case  than  it  would  at  all 
be  prudent  in  them  lo  make  public  in  the  present 
slate  of  atfairs.  'i’liose  who  censure  an  executive 
for  not  publishing  forlhwiUi  whatever  comes  under 
their  notice  in  regard  to  the  public  service,  can  have 
little  idea  of  the  responsibilities  and  difficulties  in- 
cident to  executive  duties. 

A fair  and  generous  latitude  in  that  respect  is  due 
from  the  public  to  the  public  authorities,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  is  freely  awarded,  notwithstanding  the 
captious  objections  of  pariizans.  But  lo  our  sub- 
jecl: 

Oil  the  arrival  of  the  last  despatches  from  the 
Pacific  squadron,  a number  of  publications  appeared 
from  which  we  ascertain,  that  Gen.  Kearny  and 
Com.  Stockton  are  at  issue  as  to  which  is  entitled  to 
the  government  of  California.  One  account  stated, 
that  Gen.  Kearny  had  not  at  the  time  he  formed  a 
junction  with  Com.  Stockton,  received  his  brevet 
and  commission  ol  governor  of  tlie  territory,  and 
that  he  therefore  waived  his  authority  for  the  occa- 
sion rather  than  that  the  public  service  should  suf- 
fer. Anotlier  statement,  and  as  we  think  the  most 
probable  one  is,  that  Gen.  Kearny  carried  out  full 
powers  as  governor  and  military  commander  of  Ca- 
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lifornia.  Whether  they  revoked  the  like  powers 
which  it  is  presumed  Com.  Stockton  took  out  also, 
remains  to  be  ascertained.  Col.  Stevenson  who  left 
New  York  in  command  of  the  California  expedition 
fitted  out  from  thence,  it  was  generally  understood, 
took  with  him  an  authority  from  our  government  as 
governor  of  California,  which  however  he  will  hard- 
ly have  an  opportunity  of  exercising,  as  Col.  Mason, 
of  the  U.  S.  army,  was  subsequently  started  express 
across  the  Peninsula  of  Panama,  with  authority  to 
lupercede  him,  and  Com.  Shiibrn  k supercedes  Com. 
Stockton  as  commander  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

After  Com.  Stockton  took  command,  and  before 
Gen.  Kearny’s  arrival,  several  unpleasant  disasters 
occurred.  San  Angelos,  which  Com.  Sloat  had  cap- 
tured, was  retaken  by  the  Mexicans.  Capt.  Mervine, 
of  the  navy,  in  attempting  a recapture,  landed  ac. 
cording  to  orders,  some  200  seamen  and  marines, 
without  artillery.  The  Mexicans  had  the  advantage 
of  having  a couple  of  flying  artillery,  which  they 
worked  very  actively.  The  Americans  had  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  killed  and  wounded,  and  were 
obliged  to  relinquish  their  object. 

The  New  York  Sun  gives  the  following  statement: 
“When  Gen.  Kearny  was  on  his  march  from  Santa 
Fe,  he  met  an  officer  and  party  on  their  way  to  the 
United  States  with  despatches  from  Com.  Stockton, 
who  informed  him  that  the  country  was  in  a quiet 
state,  which  induced  the  general  to  send  back  a part 
of  his  lorce,  and  to  come  on  with  only  tOO  men  in 
advance  of  the  rest  of  his  troops.  When  within 
eight  leagues  of  San  Diego,  to  the  surprise  of  all, 
they  were  surrounded  by  the  enemy  from  300  to  400 
strong. 

“The  general  entrenched  himself,  and  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Com.  Stockton  for  assistance,  who  was  at 
San  Diego  with  about  500  sailors  and  maiines;  which 
not  being  promptly  complied  with,  from  some  cause 
not  known,  another  messenger  was  despatched  by 
the  general,  on  the  third  day,  who  informed  the  com- 
modore that  the  general  was  surrounded  by  the  en- 
emy, that  his  little  army  was  in  great  distress,  and 
subsisting  on  their  mules,  and  that  if  he  did  not  re- 
ceive immediate  relief,  the  general  would  cut  his 
way  through  the  enemy  if  it  cost  the  lives  of  his 
whole  party.  The  commodore  then  sent  out  a force 
of  250  to  300,  and  as  soon  as  they  made  their  ap- 
pearance, the  cowardly  Californians  fled.  General 
Kearny  then  marched  to  San  Diego,  joined  Com. 
Stockton,  and  planned  the  battles  of  the  Sth  and  9th 
January,  when  La  Ciudad  de  los  Angelos  was  a se- 
cond time  taken. 

“The  general  showed  his  orders,  instructions,  and 
appointment  as  military  and  civil  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia to  Com.  Stockton,  who  immediately  suspend- 
ed the  civil  functions  of  the  general,  issued  his  own 
pro  clamalion  as  governor,  and  afterwards  appointed 
Lieut.  Col.  Fremont  governor  of  the  territory.  Gen. 
Kearny  informed  Com.  Stockton  that  he  would  tem- 
porarily submit  to  his  assumption  of  authority,  as  he 
did  not  wish  at  this  critical  period  to  create  a civil 
war,  and  soon  after  took  passage  in  the  Cyane  for 
Monterey,  where  he  met  Com.  Shubriuk,  who  su- 
percedes Com.  Stockton  as  commander-in-chief  of 
the  naval  forces.” 

Lieut.  Emory,  who  crossed  the  Isthmus  at  the 
same  time  the  despatches  came,  writes  to  the  editor 
of  the  New  York  Courier  & Enquirer,  (evidently  for 
the  purpose  of, counteracting  impressions  which  the 
p ibliGatioi'S  in  the  California  Extra,  were  intended  to 
make  here,)  as  follows: 

Panama,  March  15,  1847. 
To  the  editor  of  the  M'.  York  Courier  Sf  Enquirer: 

Sir;  By  the  arrival  of  the  United  Stales  ship 
Dale  this  day,  1 am  placed  in  possession  of  "The 
California  Extra,"  published  at  Monterey,  January 
28ih,  1847,  containing  a letter  dated  Ciudad  de  los 
Angelos.  January  14th,  purporting  to  give  the  ac- 
count of  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9th  January. 

Many  copies  of  this  paper  are  in  the  mail  bag  of 
the  Dale,  intended  for  circulation  in  ihe  United 
Slates. 

The  letter  in  question  says  “the  skill  in  manage- 
ment and  determined  courage  and  bravery  of  our 
commodore  (Stockton,)  gave  to  all  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  a victorious  result  of  this  brilliant  aflair,” 

&c. 

It  also  says,  “the  success  attending  Ihe  Californi- 
ans in  their  fight  with  Capt.  Mervine  at  San  Pedro, 
and  afterwards  with  Gtii.  Kearny  at  San  Pasqual, 
made  them  very  bold  and  arrogant,  and  every  man 
of  us  was  determined  to  retrieve,  if  possible,  the 
credit  of  the  American  arms.” 

Now,  sir,  the  facts  are  as  follows;  No  order  of 
^ any  moment  was  given,  either  in  the  light  of  the  Sth 
or  the  9ih,  which  was  not  given  by  Gen.  Kearny  in 
person,  or  through  the  undersigned,  as  his  acting 
assistant  adjutant  general.  Gen.  Kearny  command- 
ed the  troops  in  both  battles. 


At  the  battle  of  San  Pasqual,  which  took  place 
one  hour  before  day,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of 
December,  Gen.  Kearny  attacked,  beat,  and  chased 
some  miles,  one  hundred  and  sixty  well  mounted 
Californians,  with  less  than  one  hundred  dragoons, 
emaciated  by  an  unexampled  march  over  the  deserts 
of  America  of  more  than  2,000  miles. 

The  statement  and  imputations  in  this  “Californian 
Extra”  are  therefore  false. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  EtMORY,  Lt.  Corps.  Top.  Eng'rs. 

An  article  which  we  find  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette, 
derived  from  their  Washington  correspondent,  says: 
“Fremont  at  first,  was  disposed  to  side  with  Kear- 
ny, until  some  difficulty  arose  between  them  in  re- 
ference to  some  improper  conduct  of  Col.  F.,  and 
when  Gen.  K.  refused  to  substitute  Col.  Fremont 
for  himself  as  governor,  the  latter  joined  Stockton, 
who  forthwith  gave  him  the  appointment.  One  se- 
rious charge  against  Col.  Fremont  we  learn,  is 
making  improper  and  incorrect  reports  to  the  ad- 
ministration for  sinister  purposes.  Gen.  Kearny  we 
further  understand  is  only  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
troops  to  sustain  him,  and  he  will  then  very  proba- 
bly arrest  both  Stockton  and  Fremont,  as  muti- 
neers, and  we  should  not  be  surprised  (if  Kearny 
gets  power)  to  hear  of  their  trial,  and  even  summa- 
ry execution,  as  the  most  violent  feelings  of  hostility 
exist,  according  to  our  correspondent’s  statements, 
and  on  which  entire  reliance  may  be  placed. 

“The  Gazette  is  further  informed  that  two  cabi- 
net meetings  have  been  held  upon  this  serious  sub- 
ject, without  any  determination  having  been  agreed 
upon.  Secretary  M-arcy  is  said  to  stand  up  in  de- 
fence of  Gen.  Kearny,  while  Mr.  Secretary  Mason 
upholds  Com.  Stockton  and  Col.  Fremont.  .Mr. 
Walker’s  ill-health  prevents  him  from  taking  part  in 
these  consultations.” 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  15th,  states  that 
Gen.  Kearny  has  been  authorized,  not  ordered,  "to 
turnover  his  command  to  Col.  Mason,  which  was 
done  on  his  application  of  last  fall  to  return  home, 
after  regulating  affairs  in  Qalifornia.  We  presume 
he  is  now  on  his  way  home,  and  may  be  expected 
some  time  this  summer.” 

The  correspondent  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
writing  from  Washington  under  date  of  the  5th  inst., 
says;  “The  difficulties  between  Gen.  Kearny  and 
Com.  Stockton  will  not  be  so  easily  reconciled  as  I 
had  supposed.  Some  developments  respecting  the 
matter  will  soon  be  made.” 

High  PRICE  AND  SCARCITY  OF  PROVISIONS.  When 
the  Dale  left  Monterey,  on  the  Pacific,  February  5th, 
flour  was  selling  at  ^40  a barrel;  tea  $3  per  pound; 
brown  sugar  50  cenl»;  and  our  6 cent  brown  domes 
tic  cotton  brought  50  cenls  a yard.  Letters  say:  “If 
the  American  troops  looked  for  should  arrive,  there 
must  be  much  suifering  among  the  people,  unless 
they  bring  large  supplies.  California  cannot  now 
sustain  a large  population.” 

SANTA  FE  AND  CALIFORNIA. 

From  the  Si.  Louis  Republican,  May  17. 

Yesterday  evening  several  gentlemen  arrived  on 
board  the  John  J.  Hardin,  direct  from  Santa  Fe  and 
California,  from  whom  we  have  gathered  the  follow- 
ing information: 

Lieut.  Wm.  G.  Peck,  of  the  topographical  corps, 
left  Santa  Fe  in  company  with  Messrs.  Woods  and 
Sandford,  and  their  party.  At  the  time  he  left  Santa 
Fe,  Col.  Price  was  still  lliere,  and  all  was  quiet,  but 
It  was  believed  to  be  that  sullen  and  stubborn  quiet 
wtiich  superior  force  alone  compels.  Although  the 
insurrection,  which  u e have  heretofore  noticed,  had 
been  put  down,  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  they 
only  needed  the  aid  of  a competent  leader  to  rise 
again.  The  civ il  government  was  going  on  try  ing  the 
insurgents.  Judge  Beaubien  presiding. 

After  Lieut.  Peck  was  out  some  days  from  Santa 
Fe,  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  McKnight,  from  Chihua- 
hua; Lieut.  Theodore  I’albot,  who  went  out  with 
Col.  Fremont;  Lieut.  E Beal,  of  the  U.  States  Navy , 
C.  Toplin,  U.  Slates  Army;  Christopher  Carson, 
Robert  E.  Russell,  and  others,  from  California. — 
From  these  gentlemen  we  learn,  that  the  court  at 
Taos  had  condemned  a number  of  the  insurgents  to 
be  hung,  and  that  eleven  had  been  executed,  and  a 
large  number  whipped.  Six  were  hung  on  ttie  day 
that  Lieut.  Talbot  passed  through  Taos. 

The  executions  excited  the  Mexicans  very  much, 
and  when  Mr.  McKnight  passed  through  Vegas  they 
were  endeavoring  to  rai-e  volunteers  for  another  in 
surrection.  The  alcalde  and  other  influential  men 
were  opposing  the  effort,  but  with  what  success  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 


When  Lieut.  Peck  and  his  party  were  about  nine 
miles  this  side  of  the  Cache  on  the  Arkansas  they 
were  attacked  by  about  ninety  C.imancbe  Indians, 
who  succeeded  in  stealing  ten  of  their  horses  and 
mules.  The  party  with  Lieut.  Peck  fell  back  and 
vaited  two  days,  hoping  to  be  joined  by  other 
parties  coming  in.  On  the  second  day,  the  Caman- 
ches  again  attacked  them,  and  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  all  their  horses  and  mules — thirty-nine  in  num- 
ber. In  the  second  attack,  they  had  a fight  of  some 
duration,  in  which  one  man,  named  Williams,  was 
severely,  but  not  mortally  wounded,  by  a spear  or 
lance,  in  the  body.  Several  others  had  their  cloth- 
ing cut  by  the  balls  fired  bv  the  Indians.  A musket 
ball  struck  the  pistol  of  Lieut.  Peck,  on  the  lock, 
and  took  the  impression  of  the  manufacturer’s  name, 
as  plain  as  it  could  be  made  upon  it.  They  believe 
they  had  killed  one  of  the  Indians,  and  probably 
wounded  more,  but  they  were  all  carried  oil'.  They 
killed  some  of  the  Indians’  horses.  That  night  they 
were  joined  by  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  and 
supplied  with  fresh  animals. 

At  the  bend  of  the  Arkansas,  a party  of  Pawnee 
Indians  made  an  attack  upon  their  camp,  and  at- 
tempted to  excite  a stampede  among  the  horses,  but 
did  not  succeed.  They,  however,  stole  two  horses. 
They  shot  a good  many  arrows  into  the  camp,  but 
without  effect.  They  appeared  to  have  but  one  gun 
among  them.  These  gentlemen  report  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Indians  to  attack  every  party  which 
they  think  they  are  strong  enough  to  contend  with, 
and  are  very  hostile  to  us.  This  being  Ihe  case,  it 
behoves  the  general  government  immediately  to  send 
out  a force  and  wfiip  them  into  better  behaviour. 

Lieuts.  Talbot,  Beal,  and  the  other  gentlemen  from 
California,  left  San  Diego  on  the  25th  of  February 
last.  At  the  time  of  their  departure,  Lieut.  Col. 
Fremont  was  at  Ciudad  de  Angelos,  acting  as  gover- 
nor of  the  territory  under  an  appoint. uent  from  Cora. 
Stockton.  The  commodore  had  returned  on  board 
his  ship,  and  had  left  that  part  of  the  coast.  C-d. 
Wm.  H.  Russell,  of  Calloway  county,  in  this  state, 
was  acting  as  secretary  of  the  territory. 

Gen.  Kearny  was  joined  about  the  9th  of  January, 
at  San  Diego,  by  Lieut.  Col.  Cooke,  with  the  bat- 
talion of  Mormons  under  his  command.  Great 
praise  is  bestowed  on  Col  Cooke,  for  the  condition 
in  which  he  brought  his  cummand  in.  It  is  said  that 
all  his  men  were  in  fine  health,  with  their  arms  as 
bright  as  when  they  set  out  on  the  march — in  ex- 
cellent discipline,  and  without  any  serious  loss. 

Soon  after  being  joined  by  Col.  Cooke,  General 
Kearny,  with  the  iMormons  and  dragoons,  proceeded 
to  Monterey,  where  he  was  when  our  informant  left. 
There  ho  had  been  joined  by  the  two  artillery  com- 
panies from  Baltimore.  We  cannot  learn  from  our 
informants  that  any  portion  of  Col.  Stevenson’s 
command,  from  New  York,  had  arrived.  Cum. 
Sluibrick  had  joined  Gen.  Kearny  at  Monterey ; but 
we  are  unable  to  learn  what  their  operations  would 
be.  The  question  of  the  right  to  act  as  governor  of 
the  territory,  was  still  in  dispute  between  General 
Kearny  and  Cum.  Stockton.  It  was  undcr.-tood,  that 
Gen.  Kt-arny  intended  setting  out  on  his  retu' n .ibout 
the  1st  July,  but  the  state  oi  affairs,  it  was  suppos- 
ed, might  delay  his  departure. 

S.une  of  the  gentlemen  named,  we  understand, 
are  bearers  of  despatches  to  Washington. 

A correspuiident  of  the  St.  Louis  Republican, 
writing  from  Santa  Fe  under  date  of  the  7ih  April, 
says: 

“All  is  apparently  quiet  here,  but  every  observing 
man  knows  that  we  are  walking  daily  over  a volca- 
no whieh  is  ready  to  burst  upon  us  if  an  opportunity 
offers.  As  I said  in  a former  letter,  in  peace  or  war, 
this  country  cannot  be  retained  but  by  military  force. 
We  hear  that  Colonel  Doniphan  intends  to  return  to 
Missouri,  through  Texas.  If  he  does  so  before  other 
troops  arrive  to  relieve  him.  Chihuahua  will  fall 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans.  For  my  part, 
1 cannot  think  he  will  do  so  unwise  a thing.” 

A letter  in  the  Republican,  dated  City  of  Angels, 
Mexico,  January  26,  speaking  of  the  arrival  of  Col. 
Freinoiifs  force  at  that  place,  says: 

“1  cannot,  in  a short  letter,  give  you  the  details  of 
our  maich  Irom  Monterey  to  this  city  of  Angels,  but 
it  was  replete  with  incidents,  and  tliroughoul  fur- 
nished me  continued  evidence  of  the  gallantry,  skil- 
liil  mancEuvering,  and  noble  bearing  of  our  youthful 
commander,  Col.  Fremont.  He  is  a scholar,  an  of- 
ficer, and  a genlleman. 

“We  found  Gen.  Kearny  here  w'ith  instructions 
Ironi  the  secretary  of  war  to  conquer  the  country, 
and  institute  a civil  governmeni;  but  Com.  Stockton, 
who  was  also  here,  maintained  that  the  conquest 
had  been  made  by  him  and  Colonel  Fremont,  and 
as  an  incident  to  it,  the  right  of  loMnin„  a civil  go- 
vernment belonged  to  him;  and  ihat  Gen.  Jvearny’s 
orders  were  now  ousolete,  oecause  the  Ousiness  for 
which  he  had  come,  had  been  anticipated  by  otbefs.” 
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THE  CALL  FOR  VOLUNTF.ERS  FROM  MISSOURI. 


The  oDScial  papers  in  relation  to  this  call  have 
been  placed  in  our  hands,  and  we  publish  them  be- 
low. It  will  be  observed,  that  the  requisition  is  for 
a regiment  of  mounted  men,  but  the  government,  in 
a contingency  which  has  happened,  contemplate  a 
requisition  for  a regiment  of  infantry;  and  a letter 
from  Governor  Edwards,  says;  “1  have  no  doubt  but 
a call  will  be  made  in  a few  days  for  infantry.’’ 

The  governor  has  authorised  Captain  N.  Kosoia- 
lowski,  of  this  city,  who  raised  a company  of  volun- 
teers last  year  for  the  Sanla  Fe  service,  to  recruit  a 
company  for  this  new  regiment  of  volunteers.  If  he 
can  raise  a suitable  company  in  time,  it  will  be  re- 
ceived. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  E.  H.  Shepard,  of  this 
city,  ha^  raised  a company  of  volunteer  infantry,  and 
has  gone  to  Jefferson  city  to  lender  their  services  to 
the  governor.  [Missouri  Rep- 

War  Deparlment,  March  25,  1847. 

Sir;  The  reports  which  have  reached  this  place 
from  Santa  Fe,  are  of  a questionable  character;  yet 
they  are  calculated  to  excite  some  apprehensions  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  things  at  that  place.  It  is 
much  regretted  that  Col.  Doniphan  was  sent  down 
the  Rio  Grande  towards  Chihuahua.  As  Gen.  Wool 
did  not  proceed  with  his  expedition  to  the  latter 
place,  the  colonel  and  his  command  may  find  them- 
selves in  an  exposed  situation. 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  here  that  General 
Kearny  contemplated  sending  a part  of  the  forces 
designated  for  Santa  Fe  in  that  direction,  and  that 
Gen.  Wool  might  not  proceed  to  Cliihuahua,  Gen. 
Taylor  was  apprised  of  Gen.  Kearny’s  suggestion, 
and  requested  to  cause  information  to  be  sent  to  no- 
tify any  such  detachment  that  it  would  not  find  Chi- 
huahua 111  our  possession.  1 arn  not  aware  that  any 
such  information  has  reached  Col.  Doniphan.  If  he 
should  have  received  timely  notice  of  that  fact,  he 
may  have  returned,  as  it  is  hoped  he  has,  to  Santa 
Fe. 

It  will  be  necessary,  even  if  there  be  no  disturb- 
ance at  Santa  Fe,  to  keep  up  quite  as  laige  a force, 
as  that  now  stationed  there.  The  period  of  service 
of  the  volunteers,  first  mustered,  will  expire  in  June, 
July,  and  August,  and  others  will  be  required  to  take 
their  place.  These  will  be  mainly  volunteers,  and  it 
is  quite  probable  that  they  will  be  drawn,  in  parlor 
wholly,  from  the  stale  of  Missouri,  if  they  can  be  I 
there  readily  organized.  It  is  designed  to  send  them 
on  in  detachments  with  each  train  of  supplies  for  the 
troops  at  Sanla  Fe,  until  a sufficient  force  shall  be 
concentrated  at  that  place  to  hold  it  safely;  unless 
the  stale  of  affairs  at  Santa  Fe  should  require  a dif- 
ferent arrangement. 

If  there  has  been  an  insurrection  attempted  in 
New  Mexico,  and  not  fully  put  down,  an  increase  of 
force  may  be  there  needed.  Should  you  receive  ac- 
counts to  bo  relied  on,  which  satisfy  you  that  an  ad- 
ditional force  is  promptly  required,  you  are  requast- 
ed,  at  once,  to  lake  the  necessary  preliminary  mea- 
sures, in  aniicipation  of  advices  Irom  this  place,  to 
have  them  held  in  readiness  for  entering  into  the 
public  service.  This,  it  is  expected,  may  be  done 
without  incurring  any  public  expense.  It  is  probable 
that  the  regiment  which  was  organized  last  autumn, 
and  afterwards  mustered  out  of  service,  may  claim 
preference  to  others,  and,  if  so,  1 hope  it  will  be 
consistent  with  the  views  of  your  excellency  to 
yield  It  to  them. 

The  volunteers  sent  last  year,  were  all  mounted. 
It  is  probable  that  in  this  respect  there  will  be  a 
change,  and  that  most  o(  the  new  volunteers  for  this 
service,  will  be  inlantry. 

It  is  desired  that  ihe  term  ol  service  should  be 
during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  change  as  to  term  of  service  will 
present  no  embarrassment  to  obtaining  the  number 
which  may  be  required.  Those  now  in  New  Mexi- 
co will  be  invited  to  re-enter  the  service  under  the 
3d  and  4ih  sections  of  an  act  of  congress,  of  the  3d 
of  March,  instant.  I herewith  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  that  act.  By  this  act  it  will  be  perceived 
that  a liberal  bounty  will  be  given  to  those  who  re- 
engage in  the  public  service,  immediately  after  the 
expiration  of  their  present  terra. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Sec’y.  of  War. 

His  Excellency,  John  C.  Edwards, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 

THE  MORMONS. 

As  materially  influencing  the  future,  in  California, 
it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  progress  of  a remark- 
able people  that  are  about  to  consluule  a formidable 
portion  of  its  population.  An  advance  corps  of  the 
Mormons  are  already  located  in  California,  and  have 
issued  a newspaper.  The  division  of  Mormons  en- 
listed as  volunteers  in  the  United  Stales  service  are 
about  to  join  them.  Of  the  movements  of  the  great 


body  that  are  migrating  from  Nauvoo  and  elsewhere, 
we  have  the  following  interesting  account: 

From  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  May  17. 

From  sources  having  favorable  opportunities  of 
acquiring  information,  we  have  received  late  ac- 
counts as  to  the  present  condition,  prospects,  and 
probable  action  of  these  people.  The  followers  of 
this  delusion  are  drawn  from  every  portion  of  our 
widely  extended  country,  and  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens in  every  stale  of  the  Union,  being  connected 
with  them  by  consanguinity,  sympathise  with  them 
in  their  forlornness  and  destitution,  who  would  wil- 
lingly win  them  back  from  following  the  career  of 
those  who  rule  this  sect.  In  (his  view,  their  move- 
ments become  interesting;  and  as  journalists,  we 
shall  at  all  times  give  full  details  of  whatever  comes 
to  our  knowledge  concerning  them. 

As  the  public  are  already  aware,  the  headquarters 
of  this  sect,  for  some  time  past,  have  been  at  the 
camp  of  the  “Twelve,”  near  Council  Bluff's,  west  of 
the  Missouri  river,  in  the  Indian  territory.  In  this 
locality,  about  four  thousand  remained  during  the 
past  winter;  while  the  remainder  of  those  who  left 
Illinois,  and  who  did  not  disperse  over  the  country, 
amounting  to  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand,  are  scat- 
tered along  in  a due  west  line  from  Nauvoo  to  the 
Missouri  river — principally  in  seitlemen's  upon  the 
head  waters  of  Grand  river,  the  Little  Platte,  and 
the  streams  of  the  Ishnabotany,  in  the  territory  late- 
ly ceded  to  the  United  Stales  by  the  Poltawaltomies. 
The  man  body  of  them  are  about  forty  miles  east  of 
the  Bluffs,  which,  being  well  timbered,  enabled  them 
to  prepare  for  the  rigors  of  the  past  winter.  It  is 
Ihe  intention  of  the  whole  of  them  to  gather  at  the 
Bluffs  as  fast  as  they  can,  with  the  bona  fide  design 
of  removing  to  California — as  many  crossing  the 
mountains  each  season  as  can  possibly  be  prepared 
for  the  journey. 

Last  year  they  founded  two  principal  stoppings  in 
Iowa,  immediately  west  of  the  county  of  Appanoose, 
where  large  numbers  of  them  congregated  who  had 
no  means  of  proceeding  fuiTher.  At  each  of  these 
places  (known  as  Garden  Grove  and  Mount  Pisgah,) 
they  pul  in  crops.  Those  who  occupied  these  points 
last  season  are  to  remove  one  stage  further  west  this 
spring,  (^rhaps  to  the  Bluff's,)  and  their  improve- 
ments are  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  remnant 
who  left  Illinois  late  last  fall,  and  have  been  scat 
tered  in  the  frontier  settlements  of  Missouri  and 
Iowa.  They  intend  farming  largely  at  the  Bluff's 
this  season,  in  order  to  fit  out  a large  number  to  em 
igrate  to  California  next  spring. 

Ill  April  last  the  leaders  of  the  church,  together 
wilh  a pioneer  coips  of  three  hundred  men,  well 
provided  with  seeds  and  utensils  for  farming,  started 
for  the  Pacific.  Their  inlenlion  is  to  proceed  as  far 
as  possible  up  to  the  period  of  necessary  planting 
time,  wh  n they  will  stop  and  commence  a crop. — 
The  leaders  v;  ill  make  but  a short  delay  at  this  point, 
and  will  proceed  over  into  California  and  communi- 
cate wilh  or  join  the  disbanded  forces  of  the  “Mor- 
mon battalion,”  whose  period  of  service  will  expire 
about  the  first  of  July  next.  With  these,  they  will 
select  a locality  as  a focus  for  immigration,  and 
make  such  provisions  for  the  arrival  of  their  friends 
as  may  seem  to  ihem  best  under  the  circumstances. 

The  pioneers  which  left  the  Bluffs  were  expected 
to  cross  the  mountains  and  reach  Bear  River  Valley 
in  time  to  plant.  In  this,  we  think,  they  will  be  dis- 
appointed, unless  they  proceed  wilh  greater  celerity 
than  we  suppose  them  capable  to  perform.  The 
whole  of  that  region  is  loo  sterile  for  cultivation, 
with  the  exception  of  a small  valley  within  about 
twenty  miles  of  the  u.outh  of  Bear  river,  where  it 
empties  into  the  Salt  Lake,  known  by  trappers  as 
Cache  valley,  wheie  they  usually  wintered  when 
trapping  was  pursued  in  that  vicinity.  We  think 
this  point  loo  remote  to  reach  in  time  for  planting 
this  season. 

About  the  first  of  next  month,  between  one  and 
two  liundred  taiiiilies,  carrying  with  them  eighteen 
months’  outfit,  of  provisions,  &c  , wiih  a train  of 
over  four  hundred  wagons,  will  start  to  cross  the 
mounlains — some  to  overtake  and  remain  wilh  the 
pioneers,  and  others  to  proceed  to  the  end  of  iheir 
journey,  as  they  may  severally  be  able. 

They  will  send  at  least  one  thousand  souls  west  of 
the  mountains  this  season,  destined  to  centre  in  Ca- 
lifornia. These,  with  some  hundreds  who  have 
reached  there  by  sea,  together  with  near  five  hun- 
dred of  their  “battalion,”  will,  within  a few  months, 
make  them  quiie  an  integral  portion  of  the  limited 
population  oi  California.  Not  more  than  three  or 
lour  years  can  elapse,  if  they  continue  their  e.iiigrat- 
iiig  system,  (and  they  are  sure  to  do  that,)  before 
these  people  will  treble,  if  not  quadruple  the  entire 
population  of  that  lemtorj.  At  this  time  they  are 
making  strenuous  exertions  iii  England;  and  Irom 
that  quarter  they  have  reason  to  expect,  this  season, 
not  only  considerable  pecuniary  iissi8t.uice,  but  a 


large  number  of  families.  And  what  will  give  them 
a greater  preponderance  there  is,  that  from  their 
former  character,  their  social  and  political  ascen- 
dancy will  be  dreaded,  and  (he  tide  of  every  other 
class  of  emigration  will  be  diverted  to  higher  lati- 
tudes, where  there  will  be  no  commingling  or  jux- 
taposition. That  their  social  and  political  characte- 
ristics will  be  stamped  upon  the  future  condition 
and  history  of  California,  we  believe  to  be  certain; 
and  we  fear  in  such  colors  as  will  not  cause  the  bo- 
som of  philanthropy  to  rejoice,  or  show  a progress 
ill  the  moral  elevation  of  the  present  era.  Industry 
they  undoubtedly  have,  and  they  possess  within 
themselves  all  the  elements  to  make  any  community 
prosperous;  but  they  are  imbued  with  dogmas  which 
deeply  affect  their  social  and  domestic  condition — 
we  fear  rumor  does  not  slander  them  in  this.  As 
philanthropists,  we  have  a deep  faith  in  the  conser- 
vative virtues  of  hunioii  nature;  and  we  hope  that  in. 
their  case,  better,  and  correct  influences  may  yet 
prevail  in  their  midst.  In  whatever  light  we  may 
view  them,  their  intended  position  will  give  them  an 
enlarged  influence  on  the  Pacific,  visible  to  the  world 
at  large,  and  they  are  destined  to  become  a people 
of  more  or  less  interest. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  RUSH. 


A number  of  the  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Rush, 
desirous  to  unite  in  a personal  farewell  to  him  pre- 
vious to  his  departure  on  his  mission  to  the  court  of 
France,  through  a committee  composed  of  Messrs. 
Chapman,  Ingersoll,  Coles,  Gilpin,  and  Cadwal- 
lader,  invited  him  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at 
the  Columbia  House,  Philadelphia.  In  their  invi- 
tation the  committee  after  a complimentary  notice  of 
Mr  Rush’s  former  mission  to  G.  Britain,  adds — “You 
will  no  doubt  be  instructed  and  disposed  to  assure 
the  French,  as  you  did  the  English,  that  their  trans- 
atlantic neighbors  consider  it  the  policy  and  destiny 
of  this  republican  empire,  to  avoid  and  prevent  hos- 
tilities and  collisions — to  preserve  and  extend  peace — 
develop  commercial  intercourse,  and  cement  friendly 
alliances,  without  entanglement  or  interference,  wilh 
all  other  nations.” 

Mr.  Rush  in  reply  accepting  the  proffered  compli- 
ment says — “You  do  me  no  more  than  justice  in  sup- 
posing that  inclination  as  well  as  duty  will  urge  me 
to  cultivate  with  the  great  nation  to  which  1 am  go- 
ing, all  those  feelings  which  tend  to  cement  friend- 
ship, extend  commerce,  and  strengthen  international 
ties.  I am  quite  sure  that  1 shall  have  it  m charge 
from  our  government  to  foster  these  high  objects, 
and  must  venture  to  hope  for  a portion  of  the  suc- 
cess you  kindly  wish  me;  my  only  claim  to  which 
will  be  in  anxious  desires  and  faithful  efforts  to  pro- 
mote it.  It  is  both  a great  privilege  and  elevated 
trust,  to  represent  such  a country  as  ours  at  such  a 
a court  as  France,  brilliant,  powerful,  and  enlighten- 
ed as  that  kingdom  is — a country  of  genius,  of  science, 
and  all  that  is  refined;  and  to  represent  it  when  we 
have  grown  to  such  size,  compared  to  the  early  day 
when  she  stretched  out  her  friendly  hand  in  aid  of  our 
glorious  struggle  for  Independence.  I must  surely 
be  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  representative  cha- 
racter at  the  court  of  so  renowned  a nation — our  pow- 
erlul  ally  of  old,  and  w hose  present  august  sovereign 
once  lionored  our  shores  by  his  residence;  and  1 might 
slirink  from  responsibilities,  all  of  which  I cannot 
foresee,  wilh  which  the  course  of  events  may  encom- 
pass me,  were  not  this  feeling  destroyed  by  the 
recolleeiion  that  sincerity  and  straigtii-forwardness 
are  becoming,  more  and  more,  under  all  exigencies, 
the  wise  reliances  of  modern  diplomacy.  Most  es- 
pecially are  they  so  between  nations  like  France  and 
the  United  Stales,  having  no  motives  for  jealousy, 
but  every  inducement  to  a generous  and  conliding  po- 
licy; those  true  feelings  which  conduce  alike  to  the 
bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  ties  of  a close  friend- 
ship.” 

The  dinner  “came  off”  accordingly  on  the  10th 
instant.  About  sixty  of  Mr.  Rush’s  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances took  their  seats  at  a sumptuous  table. — 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  M.  C.  presiding;  judge_  J.  K.  Kane, 
acting  as  vice  presidel. 

“On  the  right  ol  the  president,  Mr.  Rush,  the  par- 
ticular guest  of  the  company,  Mr.  Steen  Bills,  charge 
’d  aff'aiies  of  Denmark,  Mr.  D’Haulerive,  the  consul 
of  France;  and  Mr.  James  Murray  Rush.  On  the  left 
of  the  president,  llie  Right  Kev.  Bishop  Potter,  judge 
Grier,  ol  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Stales, 
Lieut.  Governor  Robinson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Rush. 

Alter  partaking  of  the  sumptuous  repast,  the  cloth 
was  removed  and  toasts  were  announced. 

The  presideiil  of  the  United  States. 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  king  of  the  French — The  sovereign  of  tlial  great 
nation  wmcli  first  united  by  bonds  of  amity,  the  old 
world  and  Ihe  new. 
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The  king  of  Denmark — Respected  for  his  uninter- 
rupted friendship  with  a people,  whose  shores,  while 
y*t  a wilderness,  were  sought  out  by  the  norlhmen 
from  the  Danish  seas. 

The  consul  of  France,  Mr.  D’Hauterive  expressed 
his  thanks  in  response  to  the  sentiment  complimenta- 
ry to  the  sovereign  and  nation  he  represented;  his 
remarks,  delivered  in  the  English  language,  were 
eloquent,  appropriate  and  patriotic. 

The  presiding  officer  then  arose  and  after  address- 
ing the  company  for  some  time  in  appropriate  re- 
ference to  the  public  services  and  private  virtues  of 
their  guest,  to  the  occasion  on  which  they  were  as- 
sembled, gave — 

Our  much  respected  gurst— Cherished  with  heart- 
felt regard  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  by  friends  whom 
his  virtues  have  secured,  we  bid  him  God-speed  on 
his  distinguithed  mission. 

After  the  applause  which  followed  the  speech  and 
sentiment  ol  Mr.  Ingersoll  had  subsided,  Mr.  iZiis/t 
arose  and  in  his  address  of  brief  duraiion,  delivered 
with  evident  emotion,  expressed  his  grateful  sense 
of  the  high  compliment  with  which  he  had  been 
honored,  by  so  many  of  his  personal  and  much  re- 
spected friends.  He  recurred  to  the  long  and  con- 
tinued intercourse  which  had  subsisted  between  him- 
self and  them;  to  the  warm  lies  which  bound  him  to 
his  native  city;  to  the  happiness  with  which  those 
portions  of  his  life,  not  devoted  elsewhere  to  the 
public  service,  had  been  passed  in  Pliiladelphia  and 
its  neighborhood;  and  to  the  source  of  constant  plea- 
sure which  its  increasing  prosperity  aSorded  him. — 
Hed  well  on  the  peculiar  satisfaction  he  felt  in  the 
position  of  the  United  Stales  at  this  period,  when  he 
was  chosen,  unexpectedly  to  himself,  to  represent 
them  among  the  great  people  whom  he  was  about  to 
visit;  to  the  honorable  fame  which  our  gallant  army 
and  navy  had  added,  in  the  existing  conflict  with 
Mexico,  to  that  secured  in  previous  wars;  to  the 
prosperous  industry  which  was  bringing  lorth,  for 
the  benefit,  not  of  ourselves  alone,  but  for  that  of  all 
the  world,  the  vast  resources  of  our  agriculture, 
manufactures  and  commerce;  and  to  tne  benignnnt 
charity  which  poured  into  the  laps  of  the  sufi'ering 
people  of  countries  beyond  the  Atlantic  with  free 
bands  and  open  hearts,  some  portion  of  our  supera- 
bundance, to  relieve  their  wants  and  lessen  their 
sorrows.  He  adverted  to  the  magnanimous  and  ge- 
nerous conduct  of  the  French  people,  who  had  come 
forward  to  aid  our  forefathers  when  they  were  laying 
the  foundation  of  this  great  prosperity;  when  their 
sovereign,  their  warlike  and  chivalrous  spirits,  and 
their  people  united  in  sympathy  fur  young  America; 
to  the  numerous  proofs  of  the  ccntinuance  of  the 
same  sentiments  in  the  period  that  had  since  elapsed; 
to  the  desire  that  ought  to,  and  did  animate  both  na- 
tions to  preserve  and  brighten  the  chain  of  peaceful 
alliance.  He  concluded  with  the  expression  of  the 
hope  that  it  might  be  somewhat  in  ius  power,  going 
abroad  as  he  did,  strongly  impressed  with  the.se  sen 
timents,  and  feeling  himself  to  be  the  reiueseiiiative 
of  his  whole  country,  to  aid  in  this  just  and  generous 
desire,  and  then  to  greet  again  the  iriends  in  Fhiladel- 
phia,  from  whom  he  was  now  to  part.  On  resuming 
his  seat,  he  offered  the  follow  sentiment: 

Philadelphia — Her  ample  contribution  in  gallant 
spirits  to  the  war,  and  to  the  hungry  in  Ireland,  are 
alike  worthy  ot  her  as  chief  of  the  Anglo-Saxoii 
cities  in  the  new  world,  both  before  and  during  the 
revolution;  may  she  soon  reascend  to  a point  due  to 
her  ancient  fame  and  intrinsic  capabilities. 

The  presiuent,  alter  explaining  the  reasons  which 
prevented  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States 
from  attending  on  the  occasion — proposed  the  health 
of  George  M.  Dallas,  which  as  well  as  all  the  other 
toasts,  was  drank  with  loud  and  repeated  cheers. 

The  vice  president,  judge  Kane  being  called  upon, 
remarked  that  the  “croupier  snould  ever  make  stmt  of 
bis  speeches  and  no  stint  of  the  wine  cup,’'  and  after 
some  brief  remarks  in  reference  to  Mr.  Rush  and  to 
the  soldiers  in  our  war,  gave — 

The  soldier  who  wins  peace,  and  the  statesman 
who  keeps  it — the  olive  is  not  less  glorious  than  the 
laurel. 

Mr.  Chapman,  prefacing  with  some  observations, 
proposed 

'J'he  health  and  happiness  of  the  Right  Rev.  Bis. 
PotUr. 

Mr.  R.M.  Patterson,  in  appropriate  terras  referring 
to  the  distinguished  services  in  public  and  professional 
as  well  as  il.e  acknowledged  worth  in  private  and 
social  life  of  the  illustrious  parent  of  their  guest, 
proposed, 

'J'he  memory  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush- 

Gen.  Cadwalladcr,  with  a like  preface  in  honor  of 
the  distinguished  son  of  New  Jersey,  gave 

The  ineniory  of  ttie  late  Richard  Stockton. 

Our  space  obliges  us  to  omit  many  of  the  toasts. 

Mr.  Josiah  Randall,  save 


Lieut.  Charles  G.  Hunter,  and  the  brave  men  under 
his  command,  at  Alvarado.  If  he  broke  his  orders, 
he  did  not  break  the  spoil  of  Yankee  bravery. 

By  Mr.  Charles  Macalister: 

France — Munificent  in  the  patronage  of  the  arts; 
pre  eminent  in  their  adaptation  to  the  practical  uses 
of  society. 

By  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Chandler: 

The  miiiis/er  plenipotentiary,  who  does  not  forgot 
that  the  amenities  of  social  life  are  important  ele- 
ments of  national  intercourse. 

Professor  Tucker  proposed  the  memory  of  Lafayette. 

HISTORICAL  REMINISCENCES. 

Mr.  F/eiiry  D.  Gilpin  rose,  and  said  he  wished  to 
propose  a toast,  recalling  the  memory  of  a man,  who 
bore  an  honorable  (dace  in  the  history  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  deserved,  especially  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  a grateful  remembrance. 

The  president  of  the  day  in  one  of  the  toasts  which 
he  had  given,  alluded  to  the  generous  sympathies  of 
the  French  nation  which  formed  the  first  lies  of  in- 
ternational amity  betwen  Europe  and  America,  in 
those  early  days  when  a young  and  scattered  people, 
with  a government  scarcely  organized,  were  plunged 
into  a conflict  with  a nation  then  proudly  reposing 
on  the  series  of  triumphs  by  land  and  sea,  which, 
under  the  auspices  of  Chatham,  she  had  won  over 
the  most  powerful  kingdoms  of  the  world.  The  per- 
son to  whom  he  referred  was  the  minister  Gerard — 
the  first  diplomatic  minister  who  ever  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  bearing  for  the  first  lime  the  credentials  of 
friendly  and  national  alliance  from  the  old  world  to 
the  new.  In  Homeric  days  the  heralds  were  am- 
bassadors; Gerard  was  the  herald  who  announced  to 
us  the  tidings  of  ihe  sympathies  for  a young  republic 
which  glowed  among  the  people  of  an  ancient  mo 
nari'hy.  It  is  just  sixty  nine  years  since  a frigate, 
forming  part  of  the  squadron  of  count  D’Eslaing, 
ascended  the  Delaware  with  the  minister  Gerard; 
he  presented  in  person  to  the  revolutionary  congress, 
then  seated  in  Carpenter’s  Hall,  not  far  from  where 
we  now  are,  a letter  addressed  directly  to  them  by 
the  king  of  France,  in  which  that  monarch  expressed, 
with  his  own  hand,  the  deep  interest  he  would  ever 
take  in  the  happiness  and  prosperity,  not  of  the  con- 
federacy alone,  but  of  each  several  state  of  which  it 
was  composed.  And  faithfully  did  his  minister  per- 
form his  mission.  Among  a people  unfamiliar  with 
the  forms  of  diplomacy,  communicating  and  negotiat- 
ing with  a legislative  assembly,  with  the  dilBculties 
that  could  not  but  sometime  arise  where  the  olFicers 
and  soldiers  of  difi’erent  nations  were  called  upon  to 
act  in  concert,  and  where  fleets  and  armies  were 
obliged  to  co  operate,  he  joined  heartily  in  the  con- 
siderate prudence  of  Washington,  to  whose  camp  on 
more  than  one  occasion  he  personally  repaired,  and 
laid  the  loundatiuns  of  ih  it  fortunate  union  between 
the  combined  forces  of  the  two  countries,  which  was 
brilliantly  illustrated  oy  its  closing  act,  tne  capitula- 
tion of  Cornwallis  at  Yoiktown;  that  consjiicuous 
scene  graced  by  names  alike  memorable  in  the  an- 
cient and  chivalric  days  ol  France,  and  in  the  inci- 
pient annals  of  American  valor.  Washington  loved  to 
connect  and  narrate  togetlier  the  deeds  and  services 
on  that  occasion  of  Roctiambeau,  DeGrasse,  St.  Si- 
mon, Lafayette,  Nuailles,  Duportail  and  otlier  illus- 
trious Frenchinen,  i.ilh  those  of  Wayne,  K lox,  Lin- 
coln, Laureus,  Haiiiilloii,  and  other  brave  men,  his 
own  compatriots,  who  were  the  faithful  companions 
of  his  own  great  deeds.  And  what  is  the  reward 
which  this  laithful  minister,  acting  so  wisely  and 
generously  to  forward  these  great  results,  has  re- 
ceived that  should  most  gralily  and  respect  his  me- 
mory.’ What  is  the  return  that  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca will  regard  as  the  most  honorable  they  could 
make?  It  is,  that  Washington,  when  he  learned  that 
Gerard  was  about  to  return  to  France,  voluntarily 
addressed  him  a letter  which  contained  this  tribute 
to  his  worth: 

“America  is  indebted  to  your  early  and  zealous 
offices  in  her  favor;  to  that  generous  and  uniform 
attention  to  the  interests  of  both  countries,  by  which 
your  administration  is  distinguished.  You  carry  with 
you,  the  afl'ections  of  a whole  people,  and  leave  be- 
hind you  a reputation  which  will  have  the  peculiar 
fortune  to  be  every  where  admired  by  good  men.’’ 

What  legacy  have  the  descendants  of  Gerard,  of 
which  they  should  be  more  proud,  than  this  volun- 
tary offering  from  the  pen  of  Washington?  Let  me 
add,  said  Mr.  Gilpin,  one  other  fact  in  which  these 
two  men  were  brought  together.  When  our  coun- 
trymen, Mr.  Sparks,  to  whose  admirable  and  most 
laithful  researches.  An. eric  n history  owes  so  much, 
was  pursuing  them  some  years  since  among  the  ar- 
chives of  tlie  French  government,  which  were  libe 
rally  opened  to  him,  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  be 
permitted  to  examine  some  ol  the  jirivate  despatches, 
in  manuscript,  Irom  the  French  ministers  in  the  U. 
States  to  the  officers  of  their  government  at  home. 
Among  these  he  met  with  a letter,  written  by  Gerard 


to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  his  return  from  the 
first  of  those  visits  to  Washington,  at  his  camp,  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made.  At  that  early  period 
of  his  great  career  of  patriotic  service,  Gerard  saw 
and  thus  communicated,  in  the  frank  fidelity  of  pri- 
vate correspondence,  the  impression  he  had  made. 
“It  is  impossible  for  me  briefly  to  communicate  the 
fund  of  intelligence  which  I have  derived  from  him. 

I will  now  say  only  that  I have  formed  as  high  an 
opinion  of  the  powers  of  his  mind,  his  moderation, 
his  patriotism  and  his  virtues,  as  I had  before  from 
common  report  conceived  of  his  military  talents, 
and  of  the  incalculable  services  he  has  rendered  to 
his  country.”  I propose 

The  memory  of  Gerard — the  first  minister  from 
France  to  America—  the  first  herald  from  the  old  to 
the  new  world. 

Mr.  Gilpin  subsequently  look  occasion  to  remark, 
that  he  thought  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  to  the 
occasion,  nor  uninteresting  to  those  assembled  at  it, 
to  mention  a circumstance  connected  with  the  his- 
tory of  our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  France,  and 
somewhat  with  our  own  community,  not  perhaps  ge- 
nerally known.  More  than  one  of  the  sentiments 
otfered  had  related  to  the  early  alliance  of  that  na- 
tion with  America,  and  the  aid  she  furnished  us 
during  the  war  of  independence.  It  was  a fact  loo 
well  known  be  more  than  adverted  to,  that  the  first 
act  of  the  continental  congress,  having  reference  to 
its  confederated  character  in  its  relations  with  Eu- 
rope, was  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dearie  as  its  poli- 
tical agent  and  representative  in  France;  but  few 
have  probably  noticed  the  striking  circumstance  that 
the  first  executive  act  of  president  Washington  under 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates  in  establishing 
their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  was  the  nomi- 
nation to  the  senate  of  a charge  d’att'airs  to  France, 
and  the  first  commission  to  which  his  great  name 
was  affixed,  was  Itial  of  one  of  our  own  respected 
citizens,  who  yet  survives  among  us  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  who  has  expressed  his  regret  that  the  in- 
firmities which  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
leave  his  house,  have  prevented  him  from  being 
with  those  who  now  meet  as  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Rush. 

The  executive  journal  of  the  senate  gives  evidence 
of  the  fact  to  which  1 have  adverted,  and  records,  in 
advance,  even  of  the  appointment  of  the  heads  of 
departments  or  other  officers  of  the  government,  the 
nomiaation  and  appointment  to  France,  of  Mr.  Win. 
Short,  a gentleman,  wtio,  educated  under  Chancellor 
Wythe,  the  preceptor  of  Jefl’erson,  in  the  same  class 
with  John  Marshall  and  Buslirod  Washington,  was 
chosen,  though  yet  a young  man,  by  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, for  that  honorable  office — a trust  which  he  so 
well  performed,  that  he  was  subsequently  selected 
by  the  same  illustrious  man,  to  discharge  similar 
Julies  in  Holland  and  in  Spain.  It  may  be  added  in 
connection  '-■  .Ui  the  same  subject,  that  the  first  treaty 
ratified  by  Fresidenl  VV  ashington,  was  a commercial 
and  consular  convention  between  the  U.  States  and 
France. 

Mr.  .Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  being  called 
on,  prefaced  by  referring  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
being  a representative  of  one  of  the  remote  tribes, 
called  to  the  city  to  attend  the  late  National  Me- 
dical Convention,  and  as  felt  the  Israelites  of  old 
when  coming  up  with  their  offerings  to  the  Temple, 
his  tribute  and  that  of  his  remote  section  were  a 
free  will  offering  at  that  lestival.  'Fhe  gentleman  to 
whom  it  IS  given  is  historical  property.  “ I'he  le- 
S[iect  to  the  memories  of  those  intellectual  men  who 
have  passed  from  us,  but  have  yet  lelt  their  impress 
upon  our  generation,  emboldens  me  to  otter  tlie  fol- 
lowing sentinient.  The  hope  that  the  good  we  may 
do,  or  the  memory  of  what  we  have  attempted,  may 
survive  the  frail  connection  which  binds  the  body  to 
tlie  mind,  is  one  of  the  noblest  incenlives  to  human 
action.  In  view,  then,  of  the  respect  which  has  been 
paid  to  the  memory  ol  those  who  have  preceded  us, 
and  to  the  reputation  of  those  who  still  remain 
amongst  us.  1 give  you 

The  arena  of  intellect,  where  all  artificial  distinc- 
tions disappear,  and  the  stamp  of  God  alone  giveg 
the  victory. 

Mr.  .John  C.  Montgomery  then  proposed, 

'I’he  memory  of  the  man  who  was  “first  in  war, 
first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men,” the  memory  of  Washington. 

Judge  Kane,  with  an  aiiprupriate  preface,  gave 

i'he  memory  of  the  late  Robert  Vaux. 

To  which  his  son  Recorder  Faux,  responded. 

Amongst  the  names  remembered  upon  the  occa- 
sion, and  referred  to  willi  becoming  remarks,  were 
those  ol  Smithson,  whose  institute  the  foundatioa 
stone  ol  ha^  just  been  laid,  arnl  Jilexis  De  Tocqutvitlc, 
who.  Judge  Kelley  remai  ked,  “In  ^.inng  nis  views 
of  America  to  Fiance,  haa  given  ihe  American  peo- 
ple the  first  valuable  popular  exposition  of  their  own 
institutiuns.” 
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FOREIGN. 


GRKAT  BRITAIN. 

Statistics.  The  British  colonies  ihoughout  the  world, 
area  of  in  square  miles  2.119,70S 

Their  total  poptilanon  107,708,323 

“ annual  export  and  import  ^155,532,500 

“ tonnage  of  shipping  7,515  585 

The  new  Liverpool  docks  at  Birkenhead.  A concourse 
of  60,000  people  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony  of 
opening  this  stupendous  improvement.  Birkenhead,  our 
commercial  readers  are  aware,  is  a sort  of  suburb  of 
Liverpool,  being  situated  iminediatsly  opposite  to  it,  on 
the  lefti  bank  of  the  Mersey.  Immense  sums  of  mo- 
ney have  been  expended  in  filling  up  the  docks  and 
warehouses,  and  they  were  completed  about  the  first  of 
the  last  month.  The  opening  of  its  dock  by  Lord  .Mor- 
peth, chiei  commissioner  of  woods  and  forests,  was 
made  the  occasion  of  a great  jubilation  at  which  Joseph 
Bailey,  Jr.  presided,  'f'h®  lesiival  was  attended  by  se- 
veral of  the  nobility,  among  whom  were  Lord  Lincoln, 
Lord  Monieagle,  Lord  Cavendish,  and  others.  L ud 
Morpeth,  in  reply  to  a complimentary  toast,  made  a 
most  felicitous  and  eloquent  speech,  fr  mi  which  we 
take  the  following  e.xiract:  “Liverpool,  said  his  lordship, 
“divides  with  London  the  supremacy  of  the  commerce 
of  the  modern  world,  and  as  London  can  only  feel  be- 
nefiiled  at  ihe  extension  of  Soutbwark,  Liverpool  can 
never  have  cause  to  repine  at  the  growth  of  Birkenhead. 
Believe  me,  gentlemen,— and  I hope  that  all  on  the 
otlier  side  of  the  water  will  believe  me  loo — that  it  ever 
your  own  wide  Mersey  is  thoroughly  walled  by  a double 
line  of  docks  ami  warehouses,  there  will  not  be  more 
than  room  enough  for  the  corn,  the  cotton,  and  the  fo- 
rests of  ihe  western  hemisphere.  For  I trust  that  we 
have  this  day  forged  a new  and  abiding  link  in  that 
chain  of  amity  which  ought  to  connect  England  and 
America.” 

'I'he  Earl  of  Lincoln,  said  that  ihe  commerce  of  the 
Mersey  represented  by  Liverpool,  not  only  equaliea,  but 
by  the  most  recent  accounts,  exceeded  that  of  London 
itself 

Ireland.  The  Repeal  Association  met  on  the  26ih  of 
April.  Rent  X'19  only.  A private  circular  issued,  calls 
for  additional  subscriptions.  Young  Ireland  had  a 
meeting  at  Dublin  on  the  22d.  The  only  speakers  were 
the  editorial  staff  of  ‘The  Nation,’  and  a young  Catho- 
lic clergyman.  Praises  of  America,  abuses  of  place 
hunters  in  the  camp  of  Old  Ireland,  and  complaints 
against  the  Russell  government,  were  the  staple  topics. 

Sir  R.  G.  Booth,  of  Sligo,  is  lilting  a fine  ship  of  SOO 
tons,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  poor  on  his  estate 
to  the  North  .^inerioan  colonies. 

“It  is  a singular  fact,  that  in  the  midst  of  tlie  distress 
in  Ireland,  the  amount  deposited  in  the  sayings  banks 
far  exceeds  that  o(  any  previous  year.”  The  _faci  is 
easily  and  rationally  explained.  Many  ol  the  650,000 
laborers  employed  by  government  to  work  upon  the 
railways,  instead  of  attending  to  their  little  crops,  depo- 
sited their  earnings  as  their  main  reliance  for  luture  sub- 
sista  nee. 

FRANCE. 

The  Journal  des  Debuts  continues  to  urge  the  govern- 
ment wi  ll  great  earnestness,  to  mainiain  ihe  laws  at  pro 
sent  in  operation  relative  to  the  importation  of  corn  and 
provisions;  that  is,  to  continue  lo  allow  gram  and  food 
to  enter  France  at  a mere  nominal  duty.  The  agricul- 
tural interest  however,  protests  against  such  a conces- 
sion, and  the  government  thus  far  seems  disposed  to 
side  with  it.  ’I’he  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Havre 
jusL  sent  a petition  to  tiie  chamber,  praying  that  corn, 
cattle,  and  salted  meat,  may  be  allowed  to  be  imported 
free  of  duty.  In  iis  articles  tlie  Dehats  has  strongly  in- 
sisted on  the  great  advariiages  it  would  be  to  the  work- 
ing classes  of  Franco  if  tliey  were  enabled  to  obtain  the 
sailed  pork  and  other  meat  of  the  United  Slates  at  a 
modera  e rate. 

Great  distress  continues  to  exist.  Bread  is  excessively 
dear.  A slight  reduction  lately  look  place,  but  a fiirdier 
advance  is  expected  in  a day  or  two,  and  it  is  feared 
that  during  ihe  months  of  May  and  June,  provisions  of 
all  kinds  will  be  dearer  than  they  have  hitherto  been. 

Vegeiadon  is  very  backward,  owing  to  the  cold  we 
have  had  during  the  last  fortnight. 

HOLLAND. 

The  government  feels  some  disquietude  at  the  daily 
increasing  emigration  to  the  United  States.  1'  has  caus- 
ed to  be  published  in  its  semi-official  organs  several  ap- 
peals lo  Ihe  people  not  to  abandon  their  country;  it  has 
sent  forth  letters  from  Dutchmen  established  in  the  U. 
State.s,  giving  a most  awful  account  of  the  misery  that 
awaits  all  emigranis,  and  has  caliimniaied  the  Ameri- 
can character  lo  the  utmost  of  its  power;  but  it  is  not 
likely  that  all  this  literary  eloquence  will  have  any  great 
effect  upon  the  people. 

The  Germanic  Diet  has  determined  that  the  cotton 
powder  of  Dr.  Schonbein  shall  nut  be  employed  in  the 
armies  of  the  confederation. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  king’s  speech  caused  discontent  arnongst  the 
people;  this  added  to  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of 
bread,  produced  serious  riots  at  Berlin  and  various  otlier 
places,  between  the  19tli  & 22d  April. ^ Many  bakers  and 
confeciionary  shops  were  desirnyed.  The  diet,  to  which 
the  king’s  speech  had  been  addre-ssed,  adve-ntured  tn 
reply  sumewhat  in  the  firm  nf  reiiionsliance  at  so  linle 
being  distinctly  granted  to  the  sialt-s  i'lie  king’s  reply 
to  lliTs  w as  wailed  for  with  tiie  greatest  anxiety.  I'tiis 
answer,  read  on  ihe  23J  uh.,  in  the  states,  is  highly  con- 
ciliatory, confiding,  and  liberal.  It  fully  meets  every  ob- 
jection of  ih-;  address;  piomises  the  regular  summoning 


of  the  states;  delares  that  the  law,  though  unalterable  in 
its  fundamental  principles,  is  still  open  to  development 
and  improvement  (6/ZduHg-.s /a/»ig  ) I'he  king  repudi- 
ates the  doctrine  i-f  fmaliiy.  Tiie  discreparicies  said  to 
exist  between  the  int.'iilions  of  the  lale  king  with  respect 
to  imperial  state.s,  and  the  fulfilment  nf  them  by  the  pre- 
sent king,  are  denied  to  exist,  and  ;he  remonstrance 
of  the  a.ssembly,  the  monarch  declares,  he  does  not  re- 
ceive as  a symptom  of  mistrust,  but  as  the  result  of  a 
right  feeling  to  defend  and  understand  their  rights. 

The  royal  answer  seems  extremely  well  calculated  to 
allay  any  causes  of  discontent,  misgiving,  and  ill  humor 
which  lire  first  speech  from  the  Prussian  throne  called 
forth.  The  riots  died  away.  'Phe  king  made  his  ap- 
pearance on  ihe  Linden,  the  scene  of  much  of  the  up- 
roar, accompanied  by  a single  aid-de-carnp. 

Tlie  king  has  lately  issued  a decree  allowing  liberty 
of  worship  to  all  people.  Hopes  are  entertained  that  he 
also  intends  to  allow  liberty  to  the  press. 

All  this  reminds  one  how  strikingly  affairs  are  pro- 
gre.s.sing  in  Prussia  as  they  did  iu  France  under  Louis 
the  XVI. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Russian  governmeri' aniiouncps  that  henceforth 
no  fireign  officer  can  take  part  in  iheir  war  against  Cir- 
cassia, unless  they  previously  hec-ime  naturalized  and 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Czar. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Gcatimala.  President  Carrera  has  withdrawn  this 
stale  from  the  confederation  of  Central  America,  arid 
declared  its  independence,  fie  publishes  an  ably  writ- 
ten manitesto,  assigning  reasons  for  the  measure,  in 
which  be  pointedly  alludes  to  the  design  of  the  U.  Slates 
lo  obtain  command  of  the  Isthmus  wi  h a view  to  con- 
quest. 

CosTO  Rico,  it  is  thought,  will  follow  the  example  of 
Guaiiniala. 

Salvador  and  Nicaragua,  on  the  contrary,  are  la- 
boring to  establish  a union,  something  like  ours.  Com- 
missioners have  been  appointed  from  both  states,  vvho 
are  lo  meet  at  the  port  of  L i Union,  in  the  bay  of  Coii- 
chagua,  to  endeavor  to  effect  the  desirable  event- 

Balize,  (Honduras)  dates  to  the  17ib  April  are  receiv- 
ed. The  Observer,  of  that  dale,  apprehends  that  the 
other  states  of  Central  America  will  not  assent  to  the 
act  of  Guatimala  of  March  2l,st,  in  withdrawing  from 
the  confederacy  of  that  republic,  and  erecting  herself 
into  an  independent  republic,  but  that  civil  war  will  be 
the  result  of  the  movement. 

CUBA. 

La  Patria  of  the  12ili  says  that  the  military  prepara- 
tions going  on  in  Cuba  have  reference  solely  to  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  the  island,  and  especially  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  regular  troops  there.  It  seems  that  Gov. 
O’Donnell  intends  to  march  two  bodies  of  soldiers  by 
different  roads  through  the  island  lor  the  purpose  of 
military  display  and  exercise,  and  that  the  firings  which 
liave  been  spoken  of  as  indicating  soinelliing  alarming, 
were  noihiiig  but  of  the  ordinary  course  ol  proceedings 
on  such  occasions. 


CHRONICLE. 


The  President  of  the  United  Stites,  accompanied 
by  bis  lady  and  Col.  Walker.  Ins  private  secretary,  and 
die  secretary  of  ilie  navv  and  his  daughter,  left  the  seat 
of  government  on  the  2Sth,  on  a visit  to  Ral.  igh  and 
Chaf;el  Hill,  N.  C.  The  commencement  at  ihe  college, 
at  whicli  they  are  to  be  present,  takes  place  on  the  3d 
of  June  On  the  4th  they  design  to  leave  there  for 
Washington. 

Da.niel  Webster  E-^q.,  was  taken  so  unwell  after  his 
arrival  at  Augusia  Ga.,  as  to  he  unable  to  be  present  at 
the  splendid  public  dinner  which  was  given  there  on  the 
occasion  of  his  visit.  ,Medicnl  advice  was  required,  and 
it  was  deemed  advisable  that  Mr.  Webstershould  aban- 
don (bribe  present,  the  further  pursuit  of  his  intended 
tour.  In  a few  days  he  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to 
alle-nd  church  on  Sunday  last,  and  on  Monday,  set  out 
on  hisreiurn,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Webster  and  Miss 
Seaton,  by  way  of  Savaiiah,  Waynsboro’  &c. 

Ge.n.  Pillow  and  Lieut.  C J.  S.  R.  Anderson,  reach- 
ed Nashville,  Tenn..  on  tbs  18ih.  tmm  Vera  Cruz, — 
Gen.  P.  has  his  aimin'  a sling  yet,  from  the  wound  re- 
ceived at  Sierra  Gorda. 

Gen.  Cdshing,  whilst  walking  with  a lady  in  the  Pla- 
za, at  Maiamoros  alter  dark,  May  6tti,  stepped  upon  a 
loose  brick  and  was  precipitated  into  a diieh,  breaking 
the  bone  of  his  leg  just  above  ihe  ankle.  It  gives  him 
great  pant  and  einirely  conlim-s  him. 

Jalapa,  May  II.  'I'he  general  hospital  is  filled  with 
sick  and  wounded,  many  of  vvhom  are  dying  daily.— 
'I'he  Sonih  Camlnni  regiment  have  the  largest  number, 
155;  lire  New  Yorkers  next. 

Xhe  Mexican  Colors  and  Slimdards,  taken  at  Vera 
Cruz,  have  been  deposited  at  the  war  department  by 
the  gallant  Colonel  Bankhead,  who  was  charged  with 
their  delivery  by  Major  General  Scott. 

English  Intelligence.  A recent  number  of  the 
London  Economist  has  the  following  statement: 

“In  the  United  States,  from  apprehension  of  the 
people  a rich  man  dare  not  keep  his  carriage." 


LATEST  FROM  GEN’l.  SCOTT's  ARMY.  t 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  20th,  contains 
a letter  from  Mr.  Kendall,  brought  by  the  Mary 
Kingsland,  which  furnishes  the  agreeabie  intelli- 
gence that 

Majors  Borland  and  Gaines,  Capt.  C.  M. Clay,  and 
Midshipman  Rogers  and  other  officers  were  set  at 
liberty  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  proposition  of  the  English  government  offer- 
ing lo  mediato  a peace,  were  taken  up  in  the  Mexi- 
can congress,  and  a motion  to  even  consider  them 
was  lost,  ayes  33,  nays  44, — “from  this  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  present  congress  is  determined  lo  shut 
the  door.” 

The  diligencia  which  reached  Jalapa  on  the  1 1th 
was  full  of  passengers  from  Mexico,  all  of  whom  say, 
that  in  the  capital  there  tvas  no  government,  no  or- 
der,— all  was  anarchy — Anaya  was  president  pro. 
tern,  but  without  authoiily  or  influence.  The  slates 
north  talk  of  separating  from  Mexico,  they  send  her 
no  supplies,  but  little  was  doing  towards  defending 
the  city.  “The  property  holders,  the  merchants, 
and  perhaps  the  clergy — the  military  that  had  dis- 
graced themselves,  and  all  the  demagogues  among 
the  lawyers,  were  for  peace,  but  still  il  was  far  from 
being  popular.” 

AB.MY  OF  OCCUPATION. 

Brazos  dates  to  the  lllh  and  Matamoros  to  the  9th , 
are  received.  An  express  from  Gen.  Scon  lo  General 
Taylor  passed  Matamoros  on  the  6ih.  Fifteen  hundred 
troops  are  encamped  on  the  field  of  Palo  Alto. 

The  New  OileaiiS  Picayune  of  the  20ih,  slates  that 
the  desiiiiaiion  of  one  half  of  the  3d  dragoons  that  had 
been  ordered  to  join  Gen.  'I’aylor,  had  been  changed. 
The  are  about  to  embark  to  join  Gen.  Scott.  The  edi- 
tor infers  from  the  diversion  of  the  troops  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  that  it  is  not  intended  that  Gen.  Taylor  should 
advance. 

Emigrants.  Four  ships  arrived  at  Baltimore  on 
the  22d  inst,  from  Breman  with  750,  and  one  from 
Rotterdam  with  150  passengers  on  board — ^900  in  all 
in  one  day. 

The  emigrant  agent  in  Canada  received  notice  by 
the  last  steamer  that  10,616  emigrants  were  on  their 
way  to  Quebec  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  New  York  express  says — “The  numerous  em- 
igrants arriving  iu  this  city  need  not  stay  liere  one 
hour.  Hundreds  of  them  are  wanting  on  our  public 
works.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  send  even 
the  penniless  to  Illinois,  the  transportation  or  emigrant 
companies  undertaking  to  pay  their  passage,  which 
the  canal  commissioners  of  Illinois  will  deduct  from 
their  wages  and  become  responsible  for,  provided  they 
will  agree  to  go  on  the  public  works  in  that  state. 

John  Ross,  Cherokee  chief,  has  called  a meeting  to 
raise  means  for  the  suffering  of  Scotland. 

Harbor  and  River  Convention.  We  observe  by 
the  papers  from  tlie  west,  the  north  and  the  north- 
west, that  a large  number  af  delegates  from  all  that 
region  round  about  may  be  expected  at  the  conven- 
tion which  is  to  assemble  at  Chicago  on  the  5th  July, 
next.  Public  meetings  liave  been  held  and  delegates 
have  been  chosen  at  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  St.  Louis  and  all  the  principal  towns  on 
the  lakes.  A representation  is  expected  from  Alba- 
ny and  from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  probably 
from  Boston. 

“Santa  Anna’s  Pass.”  The  Washington  Union 
pronounces  the  pass,  purporting  lo  bear  Presidents 
Polks’  signature,  which  was  originally  published  in 
the  New  York  Gazette  and  Times,  and  from  thence 
extracted  into  most  of- the  Journals,  to  be  “utterly 
destitute  of  any  foundation  in  fact,  and  evidently  un- 
worthy of  regard.”  They  deny  the  existence  of  any 
such  document  bearing  the  signature  of  the  president. 

Gold  and  Copper.  “Gapt.  Emory  has  brought  with 
him  the  results  of  his  explorations  from  Santa  Fe  to 
California,  with  information  which  Gen.  Kearney  con- 
sidered it  important  that  government  should  at  once 
possess.  Several  mines  of  gold  and  copper  ore,  nch 
and  easily  worked,  were  examined  and  specimens  ob- 
tained. JV.  F.  Herald. 

A young  lad,  no  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  past  engaged  in  carrying  a 
horse  mail  from  Augusta  to  CarnesviUe,(Ga.)  has  been 
tried  before  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  em- 
bezzling a check  iiom  a letter  placed  in  the  mail  bag 
under  his  charge,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

I __ — 

I THE  president’s  TOUR  TO  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  reception  of  the  party  from  Washington  at  the 
respective  stages  on  their  route,  have  been  character- 
L ised  by  such  evidences  of  respect  for  the  chief  of  the 
I nation,  as  must  have  been  truly  gratifying.  At  Rich- 
mond the  reception  was  Virginian  without  reserve — ■ 
and  Raleigh,  J%rth  Carolina  received  the  first  of  her 
sons  that  has  been  elevated  to  the  presidency,  with  the 
hearty  cordiality  which  such  an  occasion  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire. 

The  party  were  met  at  Franklin  by  a deputation  of 
thirteen  from  the  city  of  Raleigh,  with  a tender  ofthe 
hospitalities  of  the  state.  Every  stopping  place  on 
the  route  was  crowded,  cheering  the  visitors.  A 
military  parade  and  procession  awaited  their  landing 
from  the  cars — and  the  Old  North  state  vvas  “at  home” 
on  the  occasion,  wide  awake.  It  was  truly  a gala- 
I day  and  splendid  night  at  Raleigh. 

; Santa  Anna’s  Pass.  Since  the  denial  of  theUnion 
; that  President  Polk  gave  any  pass  to  Santa  Anna  to 
: enter  Vera  Cruz,  the  opposition  Journals  assert  that 
the  order  to  allow  him  to  pass  emanated  not  directly 
from  the  president,  but  from  the  department.  The  quo- 
tation which  the  Union  inserts  ffora  Prest.  Polk’s  an- 
nual message  to  congress,  in  reference  to  the  subject 
clearly  implies  that  the  president  considered  it  to  be  his 
best  policy,  if  not  his  duty,  to  allow  Santa  Anna  to  re- 
turn to  Mexico,and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  having 
encouraged  him  to  do  so,  and  of  course  would  afford 
him  every  facility  to  effect  the  object. 

I The  Richmond  Enquirer,  in  a leading  editorial,  con- 
' siders  the  allowing  of  Santa  Annas  return  to  have  been 
‘ a capital  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  president, 
j iti  a view  of  its  having  had  the  effect  of  giving  to  the 
Mexican  army  the  very  worst  commander  that  they 
; could  have  obtained.  This  by  the  way,  is  not  exact- 
ly so  complimentary  to  our  army  as  should  have  been 
expected  from  the  Enquirer,  as  it  implies  of  course 
that  thqir  victories  were  attributable  in  a great  degree 
to  the  defective  character  of  the  Mexican  comman- 
der. 

The  editor  of  the  New  York  Sun,  has  been  for 
some  months  past  in  Mexico.  The  New  York  Mir- 
ror, intimates  that  he  had  had  a secret  mission  from 
President  Polk  to  negotiate  for  peace.  It  was  an- 
nounced some  time  since  that  he  had  been  arrested 
and  confined  in  Mexico.  The  Sun  denies  that  he 
was  engaged  in  any  agency  from  governmant  of  the 
kind,  and  says  he  was  engaged  in  a sepecnlation  con- 
nected with  the  gold  mines.  Whatever  was  his  ob- 
ject, it  is  stated  that  he  did  not  succeed. 

I navyjournal 

Ranks  op  Pursers — Official — General  Order. 

Pursers  of  more  than  twelve  years  will  rank  wdth 
1 commanders.  Pursers  of  less  than  twelve  years,  with 
lieutenants. 

Pursers  will  rank  with  surgeons  according  to  date 
, of  commission. 

Commanding  and  executive  officers,  of  whatever 
grade,  when  on  duty,  will  take  precedence  of  all  pur- 
sei-s. 

This  order  confers  no  authority  to  exercise  milita- 
I ry  command,  and  no  additional  rigid  to  quarters, 
i J.  Y.  Mason. 

j Navy  department.  May  27,  1847. 

I The  Ohio  United  States  ship  of  the  line,  is  ordered 
; to  New  York  to  refit,  and  will  sail  in  a few  weeks  for 
; the  Pacific,  taking  out  Col.  Tod,  United  States  minis- 
I ter  to  Rio,  and  Mr.  Barton,  Charge  to  Chili, 
i The  Ohio,  says  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board, 
dated  Hampton  Roads,  May  25,  “proves  herself  a re- 
markable fast  sailor. — We  arrived  off  Vera  Cruz  in 
: 20  days  from  Norfolk,  going  round  the  south  side  of 
Cuba,  through  the  Turks’  Island  passage.  We  had 
only  6 days  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Havana — remaining 
at  the  latter  place  4 days,  and  from  thence  arrived 
here  in  6 1-2  days,  making  the  return  passage  from 
Vera  Cruz  in  only  11  1-2  days  running  time 
Vol  XXIl.  SiG  14. 


The  arrival  the  first  United  States  ship  of  the  line 
at  Havana,  produced  quite  a sensation, — and  her  offi- 
cers were  the  lions  of  the  day.  The  French  admi- 
rals English  consuls — Spanish  officers  and  citizens 
and  Spanish  and  American  ladies, — ■crowded  the  ship 
day  after  day;  dancing  and  walking  was  enjoyed  ac- 
co.dingly.  The  letter  adds — “I  think  no  ship  could 
be  in  more  superb  order  than  she  was  while  in  Hav- 
ana.” 

The  sloop-of-war  Jamestown,  recently  returned  from 
Ireland,  is  to  be  immediately  fitted  for  service  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  commanded  by  Capt.  Bolton. 

The  frigate  Brandywine  is  at  anchor  at  Portsmouth, 
Va.,  ready  for  officers  and  crew. 

A board  of  naval  engineers  is  now  in  session  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  for  the  examination  of  the  candidates 
for  admission,  and  for  assistance,  for  promotion  in  the 
engineer  corps.  Members — Charles  H.  Haswell,  en- 
gineer in  chief;  John  Farron,  jr.,  and  Wm.  P.  Wil- 
liamson, chief  engineers.  JVor.  Beacon. 

The  Princeton. — Two  of  the  boilers  built  at  the 
Allaire  foundry.  New  York,  for  the  United  States 
steamship  Princeton  arrived  at  the  navy  yard  on  Thurs- 
day, in  the  schooner  Rough  and  Rady,  and  were  land- 
ed on  the  pier  the  same  day.  This  vessel  also  brought 
four  68-pounders,  one  of  which  i,i  to  be  placed  in  the 
bow  of  the  Princeton.  The  third  boiler  is  expected 
to  arrive  in  a day  or  two. — Phil.  Ledger,  Saturday. 

A Mediterranean  squadron.  The  frigate  United 
States  now  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  is  said,  is  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Mediterranean,  where  we  have  not  had  a 
public  ship  for  a long  time.  Com.  Read  is  to  have 
command  of  a squadron  for  that  station. 

Brazil  Squadron — Rio  dates  to  19th  April  says  the 
whale  ship  Sarah  Esther,  from  Norfolk,  for  the  Pacif- 
ic ocean  had  been  seized  by  the  Brazilian  government 
who  were  discharging  her  cargo.  The  cause  of  her 
seizure  was,  that  she  had  put  into  Rio  Grande  and 
sold  a little  oil  to  pay  charges. 

The  Unitea  States  store  ship  Southampton,  from 
Norfolk,  had  arrived — all  well,  and  was  to  sail  on 
the  20th  March,  for  Califoinia. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Columbia,  Com.  Rousseau,  was  in 
port — all  well,  expected  to  leave  for  the  U.  States  in 
August  or  September. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge,  Capt.  Wilkinson,  sailed 
on  the  17th  ol  April  on  a cruise. 

Naval. — -The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Tuesday  says;— 
Com.  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  it  is  stated,  is  to  be  ordered 
to  the  command  of  the  Pacific  squadron,  in  place  of 
Cora.  Shubrick,  relieved  at  his  own  request.  Com. 
J.  is  expected  to  hoist  his  pennant  here  on  board  the 
Ohio.  It  is  not  yet  known  who  is  to  command  the 
Brazilian  squadron.  Rumor  names  Com.  Morgan. 

We  understand  that  Com.  Kearney  is  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  in  place  of 
Com.  Skinner,  appointed  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Construction,  equipment  and  repairs. 

The  Flirt,  U.  S.  schooner,  Lieut.  Palmer,  went  to 
sea  from  Norfolk  on  the  24th  ult. 

,Bfncan  Squadron.  The  U.  S.  frigate  United  States 
Com.  Read,  was  at  Monrovia  previous  to  April  18. 

The  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Marion,  Com.  Simonds,  and 
U.  S.  brig  Boxer,  Lieut.  Commanding  Bispham,  were 
cruising  to  leeward  and  daily  expected  at  Monrovia, 
April  18.  The  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  Com.  Poke,  was 
at  Sierra  Leone,  March  27, 

Another  steamer  purchased  by  government The 

steamship  New  Orleans  was  yesterday  purchased  by 
the  government  for  §125,000 — this  sum  to  include 
the  charter  of  three  months,  which  expired  yesterday. 
The  New  Orleans  has  proved  one  of  the  staunchest 
and  best  sailing  steamers  navigating  the  gulf. 

Picayune,  May  8, 

JTaval  Court-martial.  A letter  received  from  the 
U.  S.  ship  Potomac,  says  that  Midshipman  James  H. 
Moore  had  been  tried  before  a court-martial,  at  Sac- 
rificios,  upon  charges  prefered  by  Capt.  Aulick,  of 
said  ship,  and  that  he  was  honorably  acquitted. 

The  Dry  Dock  Commission.  The  board  appointed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  under  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  to  determine  the  plan  of  a dry  dock  at  Phila- 
delphia met, — and  organized  at  the  city  of  Washing- 


ton on  the  29th  April.  The  board  consisted  of  Com- 
niodores  John  Downs  and  Daniel  Turner,  U.  S.  navy 
Col.  James  Gadsden,  of  S.  C.,  a distinguished  engi- 
neer, Geo.  R.  Baldwin,  esq.,  of  Mass.,  and  Sam.  M. 
Pook,  U.  S.  naval  constructor. 

Dry  Dock  at  Brooklyn. — The  corner-stone  of  the  U. 
States  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  was  laid  on  Wednesday 
by  Commodore  Smith,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks.  The  stone  was  laid  without  ceremony, 
in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  yard  and  dock, 
and  bears  only  the  plain  inscription  of  the  present 
year,  (1847.) 

Lieut.  Edward  F.  Beale,  United  States  navy 

The  National  Intelligencer  publishes  a correspondence 
between  the  officere  of  the  U.  S.  navy  on  the  Pacific 
station  and  Lieut.  Edward  F.  Beale,  which  must  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  latter.  The  officers,  20  in 
number,  inform  Lieut.  Beale  that  they  have  ordered 
from  England  a pair  of  epaulettes  and  a sword,  as  a 
testimony  of  their  admiration  of  his  gallant  conduct 
in  the  bold  and  hazardous  enterprise  of  leaving  Gen. 
Kearny’s  encampment,  after  the  battles  of  San  Pas- 
cual  and  San  Bernardino,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
information  to  the  garrison  of  San  Diego,  and  obtain- 
ing relief  for  the  suffering  troops.  Lieut.  Beale  ac- 
cepts this  proffered  testimonial  in  a modest  reply. 

Lieut.  Harrison  of  the  United  States  navy.  We 
have  seen  a letter  dated  in  January,  from  an  officer  of 
our  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  briefly  describing  a gal- 
lant action  performed  by  Lieut.  G.  W.  Hariison,  in 
the  boats  of  the  Cyane,  in  cutting  out  an  enemy’s  brig 
from  the  port  of  Guayraas,  where  she  was  laying 
within  pistol  shot  of  the  shore,  protected  by  500 
troops  and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  A continual  fire  of 
cannon  and  small  arms  was  kept  up  on  the  assailants 
from  the  streets  and  houses,  and  it  was  for  a while 
doubted,  by  their  shipmates  on  board,  whether  they 
would  succeed.  They  did  succeed,  however — board- 
ed the  brig,  set  her  on  fire  and  towed  her  out  a blaz- 
ing mass,  under  a shower  of  grape  and  musketry 

The  Cyane  plied  her  guns  during  the  attack,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  shallowness  of  the  water  in  the  harbor  she 
could  approach  no  nearer  than  half  a mile,  and  even 
then,  was  obliged  to  take  such  a position,  that  an  in- 
tervening hill  sheltered  the  enemy.  Her  fire  conse- 
quently lent  the  boats  but  little  aid,  except  by  preven- 
ting the  Mexicans  from  debouching  on  a narrow  slip 
of  ground,  which  lay  between  them  and  the  water.  • 
The  boats’  crews  were  received  with  great  enthusij 
asm  on  their  return  to  the  Cyane,  and  the  captain 
praised,  in  warm  terms,  the  intelligent,  gallant,  and 
handsome  manner  iu  which  his  orders  had  been  exe- 
cuted. W.  0.  Com.  Bulletin. 

Revenue  from  the  Steam  Ships. — We  understar.a 
that  the  revenue  from  merchandise  imported  in  the 
British  steam  ships  at  this  port,  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  ending  April  1,  is  as  follows: 

Hibernia,  entered  Jan.  25,  §94,524  16 

Cambria,  do.  Feb.  22,  92,746  61 

Hibernia,  do.  March  22,  94,852  40 


§282,723  17 

The  amount  received  during  the  first  quarter  of 
last  year  was  §395,324  79 — the  difference  in  the  a- 
mount  is,  of  course,  chiefly  attributable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff  -^Bunker  Hill  Axirora. 

Public  deposites. — Tiie  amount  officially  report, 
ed  as  in  hand  at  ttie  various  places  of  deposite  sub- 
ject to  draft,  on  iheSIihof  May,  1847,  is  §7,086, - 
810  50.  But  a small  proportion  of  this  now  remains 
ill  the  deposite  banks,  the  principal  sums  being  in  the 
possession  of  putilie  agents. 

“new  me.xican  tariff” 

From  the  N.  York  Evening  Post,  oj the  Ist  June. 

Mr.  Editor — In  requesting  space  in  your  columns  for 
the  foll.iwing,  from  an  evening  paper,  (evidently  by  one 
conversant  with  the  subject,)  confirmatory  of  the  views 
you  so  kindly  published  on  the  bth  instant,  I beg  distinct- 
ly to  disapprove  the  imputation  of  an  intent  to  deceive, 
on  the  part  of  the  administration,  either  our  own  coun- 
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trymen  or  tlie  native  Californians,  and  am  still  confident  | 
that  a correct  statement  of  the  evil  effects  of  the  “New 
Tariff”  on  Upper  California  will  secure  speedy  relief 
I remain,  sir.  your  nhed’t.  serv’i. 

“A  FRIEND  TO  CALIFORNIA.” 

May  27th,  184L 

To  the  Editors. — My  attention  was  drawn,  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  to  an  article  inserted  in  your  paper,  in 
which  I perceived  that  the  writer  disapproved  of  the  new 
Mexican  tariff,  as  applicable  to  California,  for  the  reason 
of  Commodore  Sloat’s  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants, 
wherein  he  promises  as  one  of  the  advantages  to  result 
from  a change  of  government,  “that  the  revenue  would 
be  the  same  as  in  other  portions  of  the  United  States.” 

The  intent  of  the  administration  in  framing  this  tariff, 
as  I understand  it,  was  to  impose  upon  the  Mexican  na- 
tion a tax,  whereby  the  Mexicans  would  contribute,  to  a 
certain  extent,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
This  idea  may  be.just,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  ports  bor- 
dering upon  the  Gulf,  and  those  of  Mazatlan  and  St. 
Bias,  on  the  Pacific  side;  but  when  applied  to  the  ports 
of  California,  the  result  will  be  far  otherwise.  For  there, 
it  will  not  be  the  Mexicans  who  will  be  exorbitantly  tax- 
ed, but  our  own  countrymen.  The  tariff  reduces  duties 
somewhat  from  the  old  Mexican  one,  excepting  upon 
such  articles  as  are  principally  consumed  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  those  are  taxed  as  before,  or  in  some  instances 
higher.  Previous  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  vessels  were 
admitted  at  Monterey,  and  ihe  duties  on  their  cargoes 
were  paid  in  goods  and  money;  thus,  by  delivering  the 
former  at  the  market  value,  the  importer  was  enabled  to 
make  a saving  of  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent.  Now  he 
will  be  obliged  to  pay  all  specie,  which,  to  obtain,  must 
be  at  the  expense  of  a great  sacrifice  upon  his  cargo,  or 
else  the  vessel  must  lake  from  our  own  ports  the  money 
to  pay  the  duties.  The  lalier  rernedy  is  entirely  absurd, 
and  I hope  that  our  goverment  will  look  more  particular- 
ly into  the  necessities  of  California. 

The  following  list  of  articles,  consumed  almost  entire- 
ly by  the  Americans,  taken  from  the  tariff;  with  their 
specific  and  advalorem  taxation,  will  show  the  great  im- 
position likely  to  fall  upon  our  fellow  citizens,  residents 
in  that  part  of  the  republic:  ale,  furniture,  hats,  shoes, 
cordage,  clothing  of  all  kinds,  and  implements  ot  agri 
culture,  are  taxed  forty  per  cent.;  blankets,  books,  rice, 
cloth  caps,  fifty  per  cent;  ship  bread  sixty  per  ceni; com- 
mon hats,  tea,  and  chewing  tobacco,  one  hundred  per 
cent;  tar,  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent;  and  common 
segars,  two  hundred  per  cent.  In  one  instance,  the  duty 
on  leaf  tobacco,  which  is  alone  used  by  the  Californi- 
ans, is  only  fifty  per  cent,  while  chewing  tobacco,  the 
luxury  of  our  own  countrymen,  is  taxed  one  hundred  per 
cent! 

It  iiiust  be  apparent  to  every  one  that  in  consequence 
of  the  great  influx  of  our  countrymen,  who  have  emi- 
grated to  that  distant  region,  nearly  one  third  of  the  white 
population  of  California  must  be  Americans,  who  look 
to  their  government  for  protection  and  encouragement, 
in  their  attempts  at  colonization;  and  if  no  remedy  is  afj- 
plied  for  their  relief  from  this  burdensome  taxation,  it 
will  cause  discontent  among  them,  and  perhaps  a union 
with  the  better  class  of  Californians,  who,  like  them- 
selves, have  been  deceived  in  the  promises  of  our  govern- 
ment. ALff'A  CALIFORNIA. 

THE  PRESIDENCY — 1848. 

Two  articles  will  be  found  in  this  number  of  the 
Rfo-ister  which  have  relation  to  persons  that  are  con- 
sidered as  amongst  the  prominent  men  contemplated 
as  candidates  for  the  nest  presidency.  The  “South- 
ern Review’s”  criticism  of  a publication  entitled  ‘the 
life  of  Gen’l.  Taylor,  is  one,  and  the  speech  of  Se- 
nator Benton  at  St.  Louis,  is  the  other. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  has  very  briefly  defined  his  position 
.in  a letter  to  C.  N.  Webb,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Roa- 
noke, N.  Carolina  Republican,  as  follows: 

Fort  Uitl,  20l/i  March,  1847. 

Dear  Sir;  1 received  with  your  letter  the  paper 
you  were  so  kind  to  send  me. 

1 see  that  notwithstanding  your  kind  feeling  tow- 
ards me  you  have  greatly  misjudged  me  in  thinking 
I ever  joined  ‘the  fallen  fortune’  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
The  truth  is,  that  I have  not  been  able,  with  my  prin 
ciples  and  policy,  to  act  with  either  party,  except 
occasionally,  for  the  last  17  years. 

1 differ  from  both  on  several  important  questions, 
and  among  others,  the  proscriptive  policy  of  turning 
opponents  out  of  office  indiscriminately,  and  bestow- 
ing their  places,  as  rewards  for  partisan  services  on 
the  least  meritorious  of  the  respective  parties,  and 
agree  with  each  in  some  particulars.  Mine  has  been 
an  independent  course  throughout;  and  hence  I have 
been  compelled  to  separate  from  the  party  in  power 
and  act  with  those  out  of  power,  during  the  long  pe- 
riod mentioned. 

I have  never  separated  from  the  weak  to  join  the 
strong,  but  from  the  strong  to  join  the  weak.  I seek 
no  office,  and  desire  none,  and  only  continue  to  re 
present  the  state  in  the  senate,  because  it  is  unwil- 
ling 1 should  decline.  1 would  not  accept  the  presi- 
dency, but  from  the  people,  and  then  from  a sense  of 
duty  only. 

Nothing  can  induce  me  to  sacrifice  my  independ- 
ence, not  even  to  retain  the  favor  oS  my  native  state. 
If  1,  in  1837,  supported  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it  was  be- 
cause he  was  forced  to  sustain  the  measures  I had 
supported  against  him  and  Gen.  Jackson,  and  because 


the  whigs  took  ground  against  them,  and  not  because 
I joined  him  or  his  fallen  fortunes.  I had  no  motive 
to  do  either,  while  I had  strong  ones  to  support  the 
measures,  which  1 approved.  It  would  have  been 
highly  censurable  in  me  to  turn  against  them  because 
he  bad  been  forced  to  support  them. 

With  great  respect,  1 am,  &c. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  C.  N.  Webb,  Esq. 

General  Samuel  Houston,  ex-president  of,  and 
now  United  States  senator  from  Texas,  passed 
through  St  Augustine,  on  his  way  home  on  the  26th 
ult.  The  Picayune  says. — “He  remained  there  seve- 
ral hours,  receiving  the  warm  greetings  of  his  nume- 
rous friends,  and  during  the  time  made  a speech  to  a 
large  audience  at  the  customhouse.  He  gave  a gen- 
eral account  of  his  stewardship  as  a senator  from 
that  state,  and  among  other  things  said  that  “the 
commission  of  major  general  in  the  army  invading 
Mexico,  was  tendered  to  himself  and  colleague,  Gen. 
Rusk,  but  both  had  declined  its  acceptance — his  own 
reason  for  doing  so  was,  that  he  differed  in  opinion 
as  to  the  proper  plan  of  carrying  on  the  war,  with 
the  officers  who  would  have  been  his  seniors  in  rank, 
and  he  would  not  assist  in  carrying  out  measures  di- 
rectly antagonistic  to  his  own  judgment.” 

General  H.  as  our  readers  are  aware,  has  been 
spoken  of  and  written  about,  as  a suitable  candidate 
for  the  next  presidency. 

GEN.  SCOTT’s  proclamation. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Ledger,  writes.  May  30th: 

The  proclamation  of  General  Scott  is  the  theme 
of  universal  comment;  but  no  one  ventures  to  cen- 
sure it.  It  is  a document  very  much  to  the  purpose, 
and  that  made  me  believe  at  first  that  it  might,  like 
the  proclamation  of  General  Taylor,  have  been 
either  prepared  in,  or  textually  furnished  from, 
Washington.  On  further  inquiry,  however,  1 learn 
that  It  is  altogether  the  production  of  General  Scott 
himself;  though,  in  the  confidential  interviews  he  has 
had  with  the  president  and  his  cabinet,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed that  the  subject  of  a proclamation  was  talked 
of,  and  the  points  agreed  vipon,  as  this  is  the  most  na- 
tural way  its  coincidence  with  the  views  entertained 
by  the  administration  can  be  accounted  for.  I was 
perfectly  correct  in  staling  that  the  confidence  re- 
posed by  the  administration  in  General  Scott,  not 
only  as  a general  and  commander,  but  as  a negotiator 
and  diplomat,  is  unlimited  and  that  he  and  Mr.  Trist 
have  lull  power  to  negotiate  with  Mexico  should 
she  exhibit  any  disposition  to  come  to  an  amicable 
arrangement. 

When  General  Scott’s  proclamation  was  issued, 
Mr.  Trist,  1 believe,  was  not  with  General  Scott, 
but  still  at  Vera  Cruz.  General  Scott  may  have 
sent  a copy  of  it  confidentially  to  Mr.  Trist,  or 
Commodore  Perry  (which  latter  step  all  military 
usages  would  have  required  him,  to  take,  in  order 
that  the  commander  of  the  fleet  may  not  do  things, 
or  suffer  them  to  be  done,  which  might  come  in  con- 
flict with  the  commander  in  chief  on  terra  firma,)  in 
order  to  be  certain  not  to  commit  his  government 
beyond  what  the  latter  would  be  willing  to  approve 
and  consider  itself  bound  by.  That  General  Scott’s 
views  and  those  of  the  administration  have  been 
brought  in  unison,  previous  to  Gen.  Scott’s  depar- 
ture, no  one  can  doubt  in  the  face  of  the  general's  pro- 
clamation, but  how,  under  those  circumstances,  the 
lieutenant  general  should  have  been  started,  is  a won- 
der, and  justifies  to  a certain  extent  the  general’s  ap- 
prehension ol  a “fire  in  the  rear.” 

U.  S.  SENATOR.  Gen.  Jefferson  Davis  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  a senator 
of  the  United  States  during  the  unexpired  term  of 
the  hon.  Jesse  Speight.  It  is  said  that  Gov.  Brown 
has  made  this  appointment  at  the  present  moment  in 
the  anticipation  of  an  extra  session  of  congress.  We 
do  not  perceive  the  probability  of  this  anticipation 
being  realized,  the  scarcity  of  food  in  Europe  having 
saved  our  Administration  the  necessity  of  calling 
congress  together  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  con- 
stitution for  its  annual  meeting. 
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FRANCE. 

A petition  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  F'rench  colonies,  bearing  ll,00u  signatures,  had  been 
presented  to  the  French  chamber  of  deputies,  and  gave 
rise  to  a debate  so  animated  that,  contrary  to  custom,  it 
was  adjourned.  The  supporters  of  the  petition  brought 
forward  irresistible  proofs  to  show  that  the  law  of  1S45, 
for  the  gradual  aboliiion  of  slavery,  had  been  utterly  de- 
feated by  the  colonial  planters  and  colonial  authorities, 
who,  so  far  from  adopting  the  spirit  of  the  French  legis- 
lature, had  shown  exasperation  and  vengeance,  which 
has  fallen  on  ths  heads  of  the  unfortunate  slaves.  Two 


cases  of  murder,  through  excessive  punishment,  were  ! 
adduced,  for  which  the  perpetrator  had  only  fifteen  days* 
im;)i'isonment. 

The  minister  of  marine  opposed  the  motion.  The 
leading  opposition  journals  zealously  advocate  immedi- 
ate emancipation,  and  the  Naiional  declares  that 
Frenchmen  ought  to  feel  shame  and  compunction  at 
having  allowed  England  to  take  the  lead  in  so  glorious 
a work. 

The  descendants  of  Lafayette.  The  patriotism  of  the 
illustrious  friend  of  Washington  is  descending  undiluted 
to  his  successors.  His  son,  George  Washington  Lafay- 
ette, who  inherits  the  name  of  one  and  the  virtues  of 
both  his  namesakes,  has  long  held  and  still  holds  a seat 
among  the  liberal  members  of  the  French  chamber  of 
deputies,  and  at  the  last  election  his  eldest  son,  Oscar, 
having  scarcely  become  eligible  by  arriving  at  the  age 
cl  ihiity,  was  elected  a deputy  to  the  same  chamber  by 
the  district  of  Meaux,  the  same  that  his  grandfather,  the 
general,  formerly  represented.  The  contest  was  an  ac- 
tive one,  his  antagonist  and  predecessor  being  a ministe- 
rial candidate  sustained  by  powerful  interests;  but  ve- 
neration for  the  memory  of  the  grandfather,  the  grati- 
tude of  his  old  constituents,  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
and  we  may  presume  the  merit  of  the  candidate,  have 
prevailed  over  all  obstacles;  and  now  the  son  sits  by  the 
side  of  his  father  on  the  same  opposition  bench  where 
he  sat  so  long  by  the  side  of  his  father,  the  old  general. 

In  all  this  there  w'ould  seem  to  be,  in  both  representa- 
tives and  constituents,  examples  of  steadfastness  and 
fidelity  not  always  to  be  found  in  the  political  annals  of 
countries  reputed  the  most  republican  and  free. 

[iV.  Y.  Tribune. 

RUSSIA. 

Emigration  from  ihe  East  to  Algeria.  A large  tribe,  I 
formerly  residents  of  Georgia,  and  who  for  ages  had 
been  governed  by  the  noble  family  of  Karapa'pakas,  1 
when  Russia,  in  1324,  seized  upon  that  country,  rather  | 
than  live  under  that  government,  emigrated  to  Persia,  \ 
and  settled  on  the  frontier  country  of  the  Kurdes.  The  | 
head  family  comprises  now  four  brothers,  who,  by  their 
intrepidity  and  goodness  of  heart,  have  earned  a de- 
served reputation.  They  devoted  themselves  to  agricul- 
ture and  the  rearing  of  cattle,  having  a high  opinion  of  ,i 
Europeans,  and  are  devoted  to  political  progress.  They  i 
founded  villages,  and  established  a militia  of  six  thou-  | 
sand  men,  and  repulsed  the  incursions  of  their  barba- 
rous neighbors.  For  ten  years  tin  se  services  gave  them 
the  good  vvill  of  the  government;  but  at  length  injustice 
succeeded  to  gratitude;  they  were  overwhelmed  with  vex- 
ations imposts,  which  have  become  so  intolerable  that 
they  have  resolved  to  escape  from  it,  and  seek  a retreat  : 
in  more  hospitable  countries.  One  of  these  brothers,  ,, 
Iskander  Khan,  the  s.ime  who  obtained  so  great  a re- 
putation by  his  heroic  conduct  at  the  siege  of  Herat,  J 
arrived  on  the  second  day  of  February  at  Constantino- 
ple, on  his  way  to  France,  whither  he  is  going  to  solicit  ; 
a grant  of  land  in  Algeria,  and  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  French  government,  relative  to  the  con- 
ditions of  their  establishing  in  Algeria  the  whole  of  their  1 
tribe.  ' 

PRUSSIA. 

A rfuoZMtion  has  commenced.  Whether  Prussia  has  i 
arrived  at  the  state  of  improvement  in  which  a great  re-  j 
volution  of  this  kind  can  be  concentrated  without  blood-  n 
shed,  remains  to  be  tested.  The  world  will  regard  the  i 
progress  of  the  movement  with  profound  interest. 

A brief  outline  of  the  address  of  the  king  to  what  we  j 
may  call  the  first  congress  of  Prussia,  we  have  hereto-  t 

fore  given,  as  well  as  of  the  reply  thereto,  both  of  them 
documents  evincing  consummate  talents.  To  this  reply 
ol  the  kit  g,  the  following  replication  has  been  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  diet.  It  may  be  considered  the 
Magna  Charla  of  Prussia.  The  diet,  after  the  usual 
compliments  to  the  king,  proceeds  to  assert  and  main- 
tain its  own  constitutional  and  legal  existence  as  the 
“general  assembly  of  the  states  of  the  kingdom;”  its 
claim  for  an  annual  session;  its  right  to  know  and  pow- 
er to  examine  the  financial  condition  of  the  country;  and 
its  right  to  advise  in  the  passage  of  all  general  laws 
‘ having  for  their  object  to  effect  changes  in  the  rights  of 
persons  or  properly,  or  to  levy  taxes,”  and  which  cannot 
lie  replaced  by  the  rights  of  any  other  body.  Tho.se 
who  are  familiar  with  the  modest  form  and  cautious 
manner  in  which  the  rights  of  the  people  have  ever  been 
expressed  in  their  incipient  development,  will  see  in 
these  assertions  the  germs  of  great  events. 

The  address,  as  reported  by  the  commillee,  of  which  i 
we  have  a poor  translation  in  the  English  papers,  is  as  ■' 
follows:  . ; 

“Very  gracious  Lord  and  King — Since  your  accession  i 
to  the  throne,  your  majesty  has  labored  incessantly  at 
the  noble  development  of  the  existence  of  the  nation,  , 
and  the  country  enjoys  with  feelings  of  gratitude  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  lively  interest  taken  by  the 
people  in  public  affairs.  A new  and  more  elevated 
sphere  has  been  opened  for  this  interest.  Recognizing 
the  itecessity  of  a representative  organ,  common  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  its  utility  for  the  unity  of  the  slate, 
your  majesty  has  designed  to  convoke  in  a united  diet 
the  states  of  all  the  proviiices. 

‘ By  your  free  and  truly  royal  decision,  your  majesty 
has  made  a great  step,  and  we  accomplish  a first  and 
sacred  duly  in  laying  at  the  root  of  the  throne  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  gratitude  of  a faithful  people,  and  of  ' 
our  immutable  attachment  to  the  person  and  family  of  t 
your  majesty.  The  country  increases  in  greatness  by  ' 
the  elevMed  mind  of  its  princes  and  the  power  ot  pub-  [ 
lie  opinion;  its  future  prosperity  is  based  upon  this  com-  < 
munity.  It  is  manifested  anew  by  the  fact  of  your  ma- 
jesty having,  in  your  letters  patent  of  the  3d  February 
of  this  year  announced  your  intention  of  continuing  to 
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erect  on  the  basis  of  ihe  laws  <rivon  by  his  maj  sty  the 
late  kin®,  and  to  which  the  people  are  attached  ns  to  a 
patrimony  which  it  has  noblv  acq  iired,  as  a recompense 
for  its  fidelity  in  conflict.  Your  majesty  having  realised 
the  reserve  expressed  in  the  law  of  the  5ih  June,  1823, 
and  given  the  name  ot  the  United  Diet  to  the  assembly, 
which  in  the  said  law  is  called  the  general  assembly  of 
siaie.s,  and  in  the  lasv  of  the  I7th  January,  1320,  the  as- 
sembly of  the  states  of  the  kingdom,  the  laws  founded 
upon  the  laws  there  laid  down,  and  upon  other  anterior 
laws,  are  acquired  by  the  states. 

“The  decree  of  the  I7di  January,  1820,  compels  the 
authority  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  public 
debt  to  giye  an  account  annually  to  the  assembly  of  the 
states  of  the  kingdom,  and  thus  ensure  to  it  the  vital 
condition  of  useful  action,  viz:  its  periodical  convoca- 
tion. The  same  law  subjects  to  the  co-guarantee  of  the 
stales  of  the  kingdom,  not  merely  the  loans  for  which 
the  entire  fortune  of  the  state  is  given  as  surely,  or 
which  are  destined  for  the  wants  of  peace,  but  also  eve- 
ry new  loan  which  the  state  should  be  compelled  to 
contract  to  secure  its  own  e.xislence,  or  with  th:  view 
tp  the  increase  of  the  general  prosperity.  Thus  Ihe 
guarantee  of  the  debts  of  the  st.ites  demands  a correct 
knowledge  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  and 
of  the  slate  of  the  national  wealth,  and  hence  the  co- 
operation of  the  slates,  when  the  question  affects  the 
disposal  of  the  domains  which  are  not  comprised  in  the 
dispositions  of  the  law  of  January  17,  1320,  forms  part 
of  'he  attributions  whic.b  belong  of  right  to  the  slates.— 
The  law  of  the  5:h  June,  1323,  determines,  besides,  that 
80  long  as  there  shall  be  no  general  assemblies  of  slates 
the  bills  of  a general  nature  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
provincial  states-  Henceforth  this  decision  will  cease  to 
have  any  effect  by  the  creation  of  an  united  diet  of  the 
states;  so  that  the  advice  of  the  latter  is  necessary  for  all 
the  general  laws  having  for  object  to  effect  changes  in 
the  rights  of  persons  or  properly,  or  to  levy  taxes,  and 
cannot  be  replaced  by  the  advice  of  provincial  diets  of 
united  committees. 

“Very  gracious  Lord  and  King — We  honor  as  be- 
comes faithful  subjects,  the  word  of  our  royal  master, 
even  when  it  affects  us  painfully,  and  our  respect 
pieseribes  to  us  to  abstain  from  all  examination  of 
ihe  speech  from  the  Throne.  We  will  restrict  our- 
lelves  to  recalling  the  words  our  of  majesty,  that  the 
law  of  the  17th  January,  1820,  relative  to  the  debts 
of  the  stale  on  the  part  not  already  carried  into  exe- 
cution, gives  to  the  states  rights,  and  imposes  upon 
tliem  duties  which  could  not  be  exercised  or  fulfilled 
by  provincial  assemblies  or  committees.  We  also 
refuse  to  acknowledge  that  the  United  Diet  can  be 
legally  replaced  by  our  representative  bodies  on  the 
attributions  which  belong  to  it  as  an  assembly  of  the 
states  of  the  kingdom,  or  that  for  the  condition  of 
loans,  the  co-guarantee  of  the  united  diet  can  be  re- 
placed by  the  co-operalion  of  other  representative 
bodies.  Obedient  to  the  summons  of  your  majesty, 
and  on  the  point  of  commencing  our  labors  we  feel 
ourselves  conscientiously  obliged  to  lay  the  present 
respectful  declaration  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  in 
order  to  secure  the  riglits  of  the  states. 

“We  look  with  confidence  on  this  point  to  the  ge- 
nerous Prince,  who,  in  tiis  wisdom,  has  assembled  us 
around  him  in  order  that  the  power  of  the  crown  may 
be  allied,  on  a firm  basis,  to  the  efficacious  and  useful 
action  of  the  states.  Your  majesty  yo'jrself  has  de- 
signated right  as  being  this  immutable  basts,  and  has 
pronounced  this  royal  language,  ‘Let  truth  reign  be- 
tween us.’  We  think  with  joy  and  confidence  that 
upon  such  foundations  the  edifice  of  the  destiny  of 
the  country  will  always  be  a grand  one.  The  power 
of  the  crown  will  then  be  solidly  founded,  for  it  will 
have  its  roots  in  the  moral  conscience  of  the  nation; 
the  Prussian  people  will  then  possess  a sphere  of  de- 
velopments sale  from  the  social  dangers  of  the  limes. 
Under  the  benediction  of  a strong  monarchical  go- 
vernment, it  will  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  a public 
life,  free,  of  a moralizing  eflect  upon  all  classes  of 
the  population.  Grouped  with  love  and  fidelity 
round  their  royal  chief,  they  will  move  forward  to- 
wards the  high  destinies  to  which  Providence  invites 
the  Prussian  monarchy,  and  with  it  the  whole  of 
Germany.  We  are,  with  the  most  profound  respect, 
the  very  faithful  states  of  your  majesty,  assembled 
in  United  Diet.” 

There  were  three  propositions  made  in  the  Diet 
respecting  this  address.  The  first  came  from  a man 
whom  we  should  regard  in  this  country  as  an  ex- 
treme monarchist.  He  proposed  that  “no  notice 
should  be  taken  of  the  rights  which  the  address  con- 
sidered as  definitely  acquired,”  but  recommended 
that  “a  demand  should  be  made  by  way  of  petition 
for  the  constitutional  reforms  which  might  be  con- 
tained in  the  laws  which  might  be  implicitly  abro- 
gated by  an  ulterior  act  of  the  rojal  will.” 

This  was  a most  suicidal  proposition,  and  if  it  had 
been  adopted,  the  court,  victorious  in  this  first  and 
decisive  encounter,  would  only  have  had  to  celebrate 
its  triuinpli,  and  to  leave  the  royal  commissioner  to 
direct  and  govern  a servile  majority.  Most  fortu- 
nately for  the  holy  cause  of  liberty,  it  was  rejected 
by  a majority  of  313  to  285. 

The  next  proposition  was  to  make  a protest,  and 
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to  demand,  in  behalf  the  Prussian  people,  all  the 
guarantees  denied  or  abrogated  by  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  and  thus  give  to  the  throne  a lesson  in 
constitutional  right.  This  was  most  too  bold  a step 
to  be  taken  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  assembly 
of  representatives.  The  leader  of  the  moderate  op- 
position in  the  Diet  believed  it  necessary  to  compro 
mise  somewhat,  lest  a check  being  received  at  the 
outset,  in  the  attempt  to  adopt  a too  stringent  address, 
it  should  result  in  their  future  failure.  He  proposed 
as  a middle  term,  a recognition  of  “acquired  rights,” 
but  without  an  express  stipulation  of  those  rights, — 
This  was  adopted. 

A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  writing  from 
Berlin,  thus  speaks  of  the  debate  on  these  proposi- 
tions: 

“1  have  not  time  or  room  to  give  you  even  a brief 
synopsis  of  the  debate  upon  the  reply,  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  Enough  to  say,  that  in  this  early 
discussion  there  were  manifested  an  intellectual  pow- 
er and  ability,  united  with  high  tiaiional  and  public 
spirit,  that  justify  the  brightest  hopes  of  the  future. 
Liberal  in  its  tendencies,  moderate  in  its  demands 
and  prudent  and  firm  in  its  declaration  of  them,  in 
the  short  space  of  its  existence,  this  Diet  has  already 
well  traced  out  the  line  of  development  for  the  re- 
presentative system,  and  guaranteed  the  rights  ac- 
quired by  or  promised  to  the  ‘states.’  It  has  origi- 
nated questions  which  involved  not  Prussia  only,  but 
all  Germany.  By  rejecting  the  ultra  conservative 
amendment  of  Count  Ai  nim,  and  adopting  the  address 
almost  exactly  as  it  was  prepared  by  its  author,  it 
has  shown  that  it  appreciates  its  high  mission,  and 
that  it  possesses  the  tact  and  the  wisdom  necessary 
to  its  fulfilment. 

“It  was  not  until  day  before  yesterday  that  the  Diet 
received,  through  the  piesideut,  M.  de  Rocliow,  tiie  res- 
ponse of  the  king.  It  thanks  them  for  the  frankness  and 
courtesy  with  which  they  addressed  him,  takes  their  pro- 
test ill  good  part,  and  promises  to  call  them  together  at 
least  as  often  as  once  in  four  years.  Tliis,  though  not 
enough,  is  at  least  one  point  gained,  and  a very  import- 
ant one,  too.  The  distinct  admission  of  the  right  of 
granting  or  withholding  supplies,  coupled  with  the  right 
of  periodical  assembly,  is  a foothold  from  which  the  peo- 
ple cannot  be  driven  after  it  has  been  once  attained. — 
The  waves  of  revolution  never  flow  back  to  their  source. 
The  Diet  of  Prussia  has  made  a noble  commencement, 
and  each  successive  session  will  surely — though  it  may 
be  slowly — achieve  some,  new  conquest,  until,  at  last, 
constitutional  liberty  shall  be  completely,though  noiseless- 
ly. established.  The  response  of  the  king  contains  a 
distinct  and  all  important  admission;  that  the  laws  pro- 
mulgaicd  in  the  edict  of  February  3rd,  are  not  to  be 
regarded  as  immutable,  but  on  the  contrary  that  ‘they 
only  contain  the  germ  of  an  ulterior  organization.’ 

This  is  a virtual  concession  of  the  whole  question  in- 
volved in  the  protest  of  the  diet,  and  is  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory to  the  liberal  parly  here,  with  only  a few  exceptions, 
and  those  of  persons  of  by  no  means  of  the  best  judg- 
ments in  these  matters." 

Meantime  the  impression  produced  not  only  in 
Prussia,  but  throughout  Germany,  by  thus  giving 
political  exercise  to  the  minds  of  men  has  been  most 
wonderful.  The  Paris  Presse  exclaims; 

“An  extraordinary  movement  reigns  at  Berlin. — 
Almost  all  the  political  men  of  Prussia,  even  those 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  national  representation, 
have  assembled  there.  Numerous  meetings,  in  which 
the  deputies,  writers,  and  journalists  take  part,  are 
held  out  of  the  diet.  The  persons  present  at  them 
deliberate  freely;  the  king  has  decided  that  there 
shall  not  be  any  bind  of  impediment  thrown  in  their 
way.  The  facts  which  accompanied  the  opening  of 
the  diet  are  there  discussed  and  commented  on.  It 
is  thus  that  it  has  been  remarked  that  alone  of  all  the 
princes  and  nobles,  the  Prince  of  Prussia,  the  king’s 
brother,  and  Prince  Charles  rose  against  the  motion 
of  the  address,  whereas  Prince  William,  the  king’s 
uncle,  rose  amongst  the  first  to  support  it. 

The  Conslitutionnel  also  says; 

“Tile  laws  which  have  just  been  published  incon- 
testably show  a progress  in  a liberal  sense.  Such 
are,  principally,  the  bill  according  full  publicity  (be 
fore  it  was  subject  to  certain  restrictions)  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  law  courts;  the  bill,  called  the  edict 
of  tolerance,  assuring  with  certain  limits  a legal  ex- 
istence of  dissenting  sects;  and,  finally,  the  bill  creat- 
ing tribunals  of  commerce.  The  official  gazette 
published  also  a few  days  back  a table  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  the  kingdom  since  tf.e  accession 
of  the  present  king.  So  many  reforms  and  so  many 
new  laws  produce  a strong  eflect  not  only  in  Prussia, 
but  throughout  all  Germany.” 

In  another  paper  we  find  the  following! 

“The  establishment  of  the  representative  regime 
in  Prussia  is  encouraged  by  manifestations  which 
proceed  from  all  parts  of  the  German  confederation. 
At  Sluttgardt,  Frankfort,  Pleidelberg,  &c.,  books, 
pamphlets,  addresses,  and  even  verses  celebrate  the 
new  phase  on  which  Frederick  William’s  kingdom 
is  entering.” 

Tne  revolution  in  Prussia  has  truly  begun. 


INDIA. 

War  expenses.  An  estimate  of  the  money  expended 
in  vyar,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  is  published  in  the 
India  papers,  as  follows;  Sterling. 

1827.  The  Bnrmese  war  ^112,000, 000 

1839.  First  Aflijhanistan  campaign  9,000,000 

1842.  Up  to  the  Cabool  disaster  5JK)0  000 

1842.  War  of  retribution  6,000,000 

1813  Scindo,  up  to  the  present  lime  7,000,000 


39,000,000 

This  estimate  does  not  include,  it  will  be  observed, 
the  campaign  of  the  Punjaub,  or  the  several  little  ways 
in  Gwalior  and  other  provinces,  or  even  the  gieat  China 
war,  because  these  wars  are  supposed  to  have  paid  their 
own  expenses,  either  in  money  or  territory,  and  the  pur- 
pose of  the  estimate  is  only  to  show  how  much  money 
has  been  wasted  in  useless  and  unprofitable  wars. 

‘ Give  us  peace,"  says  one  of  the  journals,  “and  then 
v;e  shall  soon  have  railways  and  general  education, 
prosperity,  and  the  spread  of  the  Gospel;  and  then  what 
can  the  philanthropist  desire  that  we  may  not  obtain?” 
CHINA. 


Civil  war.  A late  number  of  the  Chinese  Repository, 
published  i.i  Canton  by  the  missionaries  from  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  states  that  a feud  reoeiuly  occurred  between 
two  neighboring  districts  in  the  interior  province  of  Go- 
Ivien,  in  which  more  than  130,000  persons  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  25,000  houses  were  burnt!  The 
Chinese  government  take  little  interest  in  these  sort  of 
disturbances,  leaving  their  subjects,  of  whom  they  ap- 
pear to  think  they  have  a superabundance,  full  liberty 
to  quarrel  and  murder  each  other.  The  Mandarins 
suftere  l two  villages  lately  to  murder  each  other  in  a 
gambling  quarrel. 

Can  these  things  be  so? 
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New  Hampshire. — Election — official. — Voles  for 
members  of  congress: 

District  No.  1,  no  choice.  Whole  No.  votes  14,127 


Necessary  to  a choice  7,674 

Estimated  as  scattering  77 

Amos  Tuck  had  2,114 

Ichabod  Goodwin  had  5,662 

Benning  W.  Jennes  had  6,274 

Dist.  No.  2.  Whole  No.  of  votes  15,346 

Necessary  to  a choice  7,674 

Estimated  as  scattering  102 

George  W.  Stevens  had  2,280 

Joel  Eastman  had  4.235 

Charles  H.  Peaslee  (elected)  had  8,729 

Dist.  No.  3,  no  choice.  Whole  No.  of  votes  15,961 
Necessary  to  a choice  7,981 

Estimated  as  scattering  11 

John  Preston  had  1,676 

James  Wilson  had  6,753 

Mace  Moulton  had  7,521 

Dist.  No.  4.  Whole  No.  of  votes  14,727 

Necessary  to  a choice  7,364 

Estimated  as  scattering  66 

Jarad  Perkins  had  2,298 

Henry  A.  Bellows  had  4^351 

James  H.  Johnson  is  elected,  having  8,012 


|l3=No  return  of  votes  for  representative  to  con- 
gress was  received  from  Epsom,  in  District  No.  2, 
and  Pinkham’s  Grant  in  District  No.  4, 

Indiana. — The  New  York  Courier,  in  its  money 
article  for  Monday  says;  “The  arrangement  which 
has  been  so  long  pending  under  the  intelligent  and 
persevering  agency  of  Mr.  Charles  Butler  for  con- 
verting the  slock  of  the  slate  of  Indiana,  in  conform- 
ity  with  the  law  of  that  state,  has  been  completed— 
Mr.  Butler  having  on  the  26th  instant  surrendered 
six  and  a half  million  dollars  of  bonds  to  the  agent  of 
the  stale.  Of  this  sum  there  were  received  from 
foreign  stockholders /bur  million  six  hundred  thousand 

dollars;  from  stockholders  in  the  state  ^2,000,000 

Mr.  Butler  in  surrendering  the  old  bonds,  stated  that 
on  the  1st  June  Ihe  first  instalment  of  five  per  cent, 
towards  the  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  raised 
towards  completing  the  canal  and  thus  consumraat. 
ing  tlie  arrangement  with  the  slate,  would  be  paid. 
On  the  amount  of  the  bonds  surrendered,  the  per 
centage  towards  raising  the  sum  of  $800,000  will 
not  exceed  12)  percent,,  and  it  may  be  diminished 
by  the  further  surrender  on  the  same  terms  of  old 
bonds:  there  have  been  surrendered  for  exchange 
only  $400,000  in  addition  to  those  above  noticed.— 
We  may  thus  congratulate  the  state  and  the  bond- 
holders on  the  completion  of  an  arrangement  which 
will  enable  the  one  to  discharge,  in  part  at  least, 
and  as  far  as  il  can,  the  obligations  of  good  faith 
with  its  creditors,  and  wliich  gives  to  these  creditors, 
after  years  of  painful  and  costly  delay,  some  return 
for  the  moneys  invested  by  them.” 


Texas. — The  poisoning  of  the  wedding  party,  no- 
ticed in  our  last,  on  investigation,  is  likely  to  have 
been  altogether  accidental,  arsenic  having  been  given 
out  instead  of  salteratus  to  make  the  cakes  and  pastry 
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with;  at  least,  such  is  the  statement  of  Dr.  A.  C. 
Dtnsov,  from  Ctierokee  Cf  iioly.  Dr.  Jns.  H.  Starr, 
of  Nachodoches,  \\  ho  was  sent  for,  writes  that  seven- 
teen of  the  fifty  four  that  were  poisoned  have  died. 
Sis  have  died  since  he  wrote,  and  fifteen  others  are 
considered  dangerously  ill. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

CANALS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  annexed  statement  exhibits  the  movements  on 
the  canals  in  ld37  and  1846: 

Tons  of  merchandise  transported  upon  all  the  canals 

of  this  state:  . 

In  the  year  1837  i 

In  the  year  1846  2.208,662 


Increase  in  nine  years  1,097,366 

Value  of  all  the  property  transported  upon  all  the  ca- 
nals: 

In  the  year  1837  $55,809,288 

In  the  year  1846  115,612,109 

Increase  in  value  in  nine  years  $59,802,821 

Tons  of  property  arriving  at  the  Hudson  by  the  Erie 
canal  in 

The  year  1837,  was  387,506 

In  the  year  1846,  it  was  1,107,270 


719,765 

1,977.565 

2,268,662 


Increase  in  nine  years 

The  total  tonnage  on  all  the  canals, 

In  1845,  was 
In  1846,  it  was 

Increase  in  1846  over  1845  291,097 

Value  of  all  the  property  tran.'ported  on  all  the  canals 
In  1845,  was  $100,629,859 

In  1846,  it  was  115,612,109 


that  country,  and  a large  trade  has  been  carried  on  the 
past  year  with  Encland  in  leather — ihree-fourihs  of  the 
Ohio  leather  arriving  here  having  been  sliipped  to  Great 
Britain.  With  no  duty  on  the  article  they  cannot  com- 
pete with  this  country  in  its  manufacture,  and  therefore 
the  trade  must  in  time  be  very  large. 

“Our  market  last  year  was  overstocked  with  all  kinds 
and  prices,  consequently  ranged  very  low  throughout  the 
season.  Good  leather,  of  oak  tannage,  weighing  10  to 
12  lbs.  average,  would  only  command  from  15  to  16  cts. 
per  lb.,  and  these  prices  only  for  a very  good  article. — 
The  same  quality  will  now  bring  20  cts.  per  lb.,  and 
there  is  a fair  prospect,  not  only  that  the  advance  vvill 
be  maintained,  but  that  prices  will  advance  still  far- 
ther.” {Buffalo  Adv. 


Increase  in  1846  over  1845  $14,982,250 

Tons  coming  from  other  states  by  way  of  Buffalo  and 
Black  Rock, 

In  1837,  was  42,229 

In  1846,  it  was  396  512 

Increase  in  nine  years  354,283 

Tons  coming  from  other  states  and  Canada,  by  way 
of  the  Oswego  canal. 

In  1837,  was  14,026 

In  1845,  the  number  was  110,318 

Increase  in  nine  years  96.292 

When  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  was  resolved 
upon,  an  argument  was  raised  against  it  on  the  ground 
that  a large  proportion  of  'he  transportation  was  in  lum- 
ber, and  that  this  description  of  prodtice  within  reach  of 
the  canal,  would  soon  be  consumed  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  transportation  of  this  article  would  decrease  as 
rapidly  as  that  of  all  other  articles  would  increase,  con- 
sequently the  canal  would  not  need  to  be  enlarged. 

The  total  movement  of  lumber  upon  all  the  canals  for 
different  periods  has  been  as  follows: 

In  1837  the  total  number  of  tens  was  618,741 

1840  do  587,647 

1843  do  687.184 

1845  do  881.774 

1846  do  916,876 

Here  it  will  be  seen  that  instead  of  a falling  off  in  the 

quantity  of  lumber,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  ten 
years  of  nearly  one  half.  The  construction  of  the  Black 
River  and  Genesee  Valley  canals,  will  add  largely  to  the 
transportation  of  the  produce  of  the  forest. 

The  tolls  upon  the  canals  for  the  last  ten  years  have 
been  as  follows.  To  the  tolls  for  1846  the  railroad  tolls 
are  added,  as  they  evidently  should  be,  as  they  are  de- 
rived entirely  from  property  diverted  from  the  canals: 
tolls  on  the  canals  each  tear. 

Year  Tolls.  Increase.  Decrease. 

1837  ’ $1,325,609  77 

1838  1.465,275  16  $139  665  39 

1839  1,655,783  56  190.508  40 

1840  1 606  827  28  $48,956  28 

1841  1 989,686  71  382,859  43 

1842  1,797,463  80  192,222  91 

1843  1 953,829  08  156  365  39 

1844  2 388,457  34  434,628  26 

}845  2’375,533  43  12,923  91 

1846  2,787,122  99  411,789  56 


$19,345,789  12  $1,715,816  43  $254,103  10 

THE  LEATHER  TRADE  OF  OHIO. 

The  following  interesting  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
nroduct  and  export  of  leather  from  Ohio  are  extracted 
from  a letter  written  by  a merchant  in  New  York  city 
to  a firm  in  Cincinnati.  The  facts  and  suggesuons  are 
worthy  of  consideration.  Alluding  to  a rapid  change 
which  is  taking  place  in  the  leather  trade  of  our  coun- 
try the  writer  says:  “The  shipments  of  leather  from 
voiir  state  to  this  city  have  become,  within  the  last  two 
years  quite  important,  and  the  trade  in  this  article  will 
undoubtedly  increase.  For  the  kind  of  leather  made  in 
vour  state,  your  facilities  are  very  great-principally  in 
the  cheapness  of  bark  and  the  large  number  of  your 
domestic  hides.  The  bulk  of  yoar  leather  being  light, 
and  the  tanning  principle  in  your  bark  not  being  as 
strong  as  that  ot  the  bark  near  the  sea-border,  renqere 
the  Ohio  leather  the  best  article  in  the  market  tor  finish- 
ing into  upper  leather,  and  for  export  to  Great  Bnlain. 
There  is  now  no  duty  on  leather  of  any  description  in 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  RELIGIOUS  BENEVO- 
LENT SOCIETIES. 

The  folllowing  summary  of  the  contributions  to 
some  of  the  principal  religious  societies  in  the  U. 
States,  is  gathered  from  their  reports  for  1846: 

FOR  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

To  the  American  board  of  foreign 
missions,  ^262,073  55 

To  the  American  Baptist  Union  for  do.  100,119  94 

To  the  Presbyterian  board  of  do.  89,814  93 

To  the  Episcopal  committee  of  do.  36,591  34 

To  other  foreign  missionary  associa- 
tions, about  25,500  00 


Total  for  foreign  missions. 


$512,609  76 


FOR  HOME  MISSIONS. 

American  Home  Missionary  Society  ^125,124  70 
Presbyterian’s  board  domestic  missions  55,800  00 
Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society  48,324  59 

Episcopal  com.  home  missions  37,269  89 


Total 


$266,519  18 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL. 

American  Missionary  Society,  foreign 
and  domestic  89,528  26 

Foreign  and  domestic  missions,  south- 
ern states  68,529  00 


BIBLE  SOCIETIES. 

American  Bible  Society 
American  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 


$158,057  26 


$197,367  00 
24,509  62 

$221,876  62 


EDUCATION  SOCIETIES. 

American,  Presbyterian,  and  Baptist, 
aggregate 

The  American,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Sunday  School  Societies 
American  and  Foreign  Evangelical  So- 
ciety, for  promoting  collegiate  and 
theological  education  in  the  west 
The  Boston  Ladies’  Society  for  do. 


$75,737  51 
84,203  80 


20,145  66 
1,567  00 

$181,653  97 


TRACT  SOCIETIES. 

The  American,}  Boston,  and  Baptist, 
aggregate 


$94,029  46 


OTHER  SOCIETIES. 

American  Colonization  Society  $56,458  60 

American  Seaman’s  Friend  Society  28,930  62 

American  Protestant  Society  9,500  00 

American  Society  for  evangelizing  the 
Jews  8,300  36 

American  Baptist  Society  fordo.  2,180  83 

American  Baptist  Indian  Missionary 
Association  5,396  22 


$110,766  63 

Grand  total  of  all  the  above,  for  the  year  ending 
1846,  so  far  as  ascertained  is  $1,562,449  V5 

From  the  foregoing  may  be  formed  some,  though 
remote  conjecture  as  to  the  total  amount  of  similar 
contributions  throughout  the  whole  country. 


HISTORICAL  RELICS. 


Marvla.nd. — In  the  June  number  of  the  Catholic  Mag- 
azine, we  find  a commuiiicaiion  from  .John  Carroll 
Brent,  furnishing  a copy  ot  a patnit  to  George  Brent, 
of  Woodstock,  and  a confidential  letter  from  Lord  Balti- 
moie  to  the  said  George  Brent,  both  of, which  are  inier- 
e.sting  documents,  especially  to  Marylanders.  We  regret 
that  our  space  will  not  admit  of  prefixing  Mr.  Brent’s 
letter  in  this  number. 

From  the  original  in  my  possession. 

J.  C.  B. 

These  for  Capt.  George  Brent  in  Virginia. 

Sr.  1 acknowledge  my  receipt  of  yr.  obligeing  letter, 
and  very  hartily  wish  yo.  much  ioye  and  happines  with 


my  wife’s  daughter,  whom  (I  undr.  stand)  you  have  late- 
ly married;  I assure  you.  I shou’d  esteeme  it  an  advan- 
age  to  me,  and  a great  credit  lo  Maryld.  would  yo.  af- 
fairs in  Virga.  dispence  with  yr.  settlimi  in  that  Province, 
where  you  should  cornand  all  ye,  favour  and  kindnes 
I were  able  to  shew  you;  But  this  happines  I cannot 
hope  for.  iho’  I will  not  despaire  of  obtaining  my  desires 
in  this  particular;  since  we  iivein  an  age  in  whichslran- 
ger  things  have  happened.  I must,  indeed,  own  there 
is,  in  this  wish  of  mine,  a great  mixture  of  Interest  as 
well  as  of  Respect,  and  value  that  I have  for  you;  vvhicti 
tlio’ I know  to  be  no  very  good  complemeni,  may,  yet 
prove  a good  Argument  of  my  desires  of  serving  you, 
where  the  advantages  will  be  so  much  my  own;  Bull 
will  not,  any  longer,  insist  on  this  subject;  least  1 appear 
much  selfe  interested,  and  so  not  fiit  to  be  believed,  at 
the  same  time,  thatlssure  you,  I am,  with  respect  and 
kindness, 

Sr.  Your  most  failhfull. 

Humble  servant, 

C.  Baltimore. 

My  service  to  yr.  Bedfellow. 

COPIA. 

Signed.  James  R 

Right  trusty  and  well  beloved.  We  greet  yon  well. 
Whereas  our  Triisiy  and  well  beloved  George  Brent,  of 
Woodstock,  in  our  county  of  Stafford,  in  ihat  ourcollony 
ofVirginia,  Richard  p’ocie  and  Ri  bert  Bristow  of  Lon- 
don, Merchants,  and  Nicholas  Haywood  of  London, 
Notary  Public,  have  by  their  Humble  Peiiiion  informed 
us.  That  they  have  purchased  of  our  Right  Trusty  and 
Well  beloved  Thomas  Lord  Culpeper,  a certain  tract  of 
Land  in  our  said  colony  betweene  the  Rivers  of  Rappa- 
hannock and  Potomack  containing  of  estimation  Thirty 
thousand  acres,  lying  in  or  near  our  said  county  of  Staf- 
ford some  miles  distant  fiem  any  present  settlement  or 
Inhabitants,  and  at  or  about  Twenty  miles  from  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  upon  part  of  which  Tract  of  Land  the 
Peirs.  have  projected,  and  doo  speedely  designe  to  build 
a Towne  with  convenient  fortifications,  ana  doo  there- 
fore pray.  That  for  the  encouragement  of  Inhabitants  to 
settle  in  the  said  Towne  and  plantation,  we  should  be 
pleased  to  grant  them  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion, 
we  have  thought  fill  to  condecend  to  their  humble  Re- 
quest, and  we  doo  accordingly  give  and  grant  unto  the 
Petrs,  and  to  all  and  every  the  Inhabitants  which  now, 
are  or  heiejfter  shall  be  settled  in  the  sa  d Towne,  and  the 
Tract  of  Land  belonging  to  them  as  above  mentioned 
the  free  Exercise  of  their  Religion  without  being  prose- 
cuted or  molested  upon  any  penalllavvs  or  other  account 
for  the  same,  which  wee  doo  hereby  signifie  unto  you  to 
the  end  you  may  take  care,  and  give  such  orders  as  shall 
be  requisite.  That  they  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  these 
our  gracious  Intentions  to  them.  Provided  they  behave 
themselves  in  all  civill  matters  as  becomes  peaceable 
and  Loyall  subjects,  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your 
warrant,  and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell. 

Given  att  our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  lOih  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1636 — 7 in  the  third  year  of  our  Reign. 

By  his  Maj’ties  Commands, 

The  place  of  1 Sunderland. 

ihe  Royal  Sig-  > 3 his  shall  oblige 

net.  ) Francis. 

Directed  to  our  Right 'I'rusty  and  well-beloved  Franck 
Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  our  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  our  Collony  and  Dominions  of  Vir- 
ginia in  America,  and  to  our  Chiefe  Governor  or  Gov- 
ernors there  for  the  lime  being. 

3'his  is  a true  copie  of  ihe  original!  tomee  shown  and 
produced — Examined  in  London  this  19ih  day  of  Febru- 
ary, Anno  Domini,  1686.  Quod  attesto  manu  acsigillo 
rogalus,  Sml.Scorey,  Not.  Pubk. 

[Locum  Sigilli.] 

From  Grahame’s  History  of  the  United  Stales  of  Amer- 
ica, vol.  i,  p.  33,  boook  iii,  1662. 

“The  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  colonists  were 
promoted  by  the  arrival  in  the  following  year  of  Charles 
Calvert,  eldest  son  of  the  proprietary,  whom  his  father 
had  appointed  the  resident  governor  of  Maryland;  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  lo  form  acquaintance  with 
the  people  over  vyhom  he  was  destined  to  maintain  the 
hereditary  jurisdiction.  From  the  various  acts  of  grati’ 
tude  (as  they  were  termed)  that  were  passed  by  the  as- 
sembly during  his  presidency.  Charles  Calvert  appears 
to  have  followed,  with  successful  virtue,  the  wise  and 
generous  policy  of  his  father,  and  his  administration,  first 
as  governor,  and  afterwards  as  proprietary,  proved,  for 
a considerable  period,  alike  honorable  to  himself  and 
beneficial  to  the  province.’’ 

Again,  at  page  38,  our  historian  says — “The  deceased 
proprietary  (Cecilius,  who  died  m 1676,)  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  who  had  governed 
the  province  for  fourteen  years,  with  a high  reputation 
for  virtue  and  ability.  With  the  religious  tenents,  he 
inherited  the  tolerant  principles  ofhisfaiher,  and  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  his  administration  was  lo  confirm  the 
remarkable  law  of  1649,  which  established  an  absolute 
political  equality  among  all  denominations  of  Christians.’  ’ 
“At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  (an  assembly  where 
he  presided  in  person,)  the  proprietary,  having  announ- 
ced his  intention  of  visiting  England,  the  assemtily,  in 
at  knowledgment  of  the  many  signal  benefits  v\  liich  he 
had  rendered  to  the  people,  and  as  a token  of  their  love 
and  respect,  unanimously  desired  his  accepiance  of  all 
the  tobacco  which  remained  unappropriated  in  the  pub- 
lic stores  of  the  province. 

“Alarmi  d by  the  communication  of  this  arbitrary  pur- 
pose (the  project  of  James  II  to  overthrow  the  proprieta- 
ry governments  of  the  colonies,)  the  proprietary  of  Ma  • 
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ryhnd  again  repaired  to  England  [it  was  on  this  occasion 
lie  wrote’ the  letter  to  Capt.  Brent]  and  vainly  represen- 
ted to  the  inflexible  despot  that  the  administration  of  his 
province  had  been  at  all  times  conducted  m conformity 
with  the  terms  of  his  charter;  that  he  had  never  con- 
sciously violated  his  duty  to  his  sovereign,  and  that  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  father  had  committed  a single  act  which 
could  infer  the  forfeiture  of  a patent  w’hich  they  had 
dearly  purchased,  in  adding,  at  their  own  risk  and  ex- 
pense, a large  and  flourishing  province  to  the  British  em- 
pire.” 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  more  important  matters  at 
home,  no  judgment  was  pronounced  on  the  quo  warranto 
against  Lord  Baltimore’s  charter. 


FAMINE  IN  EUROPE. 


Starvation  and  disease.  Let  our  people  not  be 
deceived.  The  suffering  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
continues  and  must  inevitably  continue  yet  for  some 
months  to  require  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  humane. 
What  has  been  done,  has  saved  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  felloiv  beings  from  absolute  starvation,  but 
unless  the  helping  hand  is  still  extended,  hundreds 
of  thousands  must  inevitably  perish  between  this  time 
and  the  period  of  their  harvest.  Opinions  have  been 
formed  here  hastily  and  without  full  knowledge  of 
the  true  slate  of  the  case.  When  we  were  told  by 
accounts  that  reached  us  some  time  since  that  it  was 
feared  that  at  least  a million  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land would  perish  this  season  by  want  and  its  con- 
comitant diseases,  the  statement  was  regarded  as  a 
fable,  if  not  imposition.  We  ourselves  regarded  it 
as  a ^ide  exaggeration.  Alas  the  reality  is  too 
likely  to  overtake  our  incredulity,  with  its  whole 
turn  of  untoldiioirors.  Relief — large  relief  has  been 
extended,  and  we  are  about  to  fold  our  arms  in  a 
a fal-e  security,  that  Ireland  has  been  provided  for. 

The  very  last  dates  we  have  from  Ireland,  are  of 
grave  and  ftarful  import,  and  that  too  from  author- 
ity that  was  more  likely  to  be  authentic  than  edito- 
rial paragraphs  or  transient  letters.  The  Society 
of  Fr  lends  in  Ireland  have  taken  special  pains  to  as- 
certain as  accurately  as  they  could,  the  real  condition 
of  affairs  there,  and  they  are  a people  not  very  sub- 
ject to  sudden  impulses.  A yearly  meeting  of  Friends, 
coiisi'ting  of  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  Island, 
was  held  in  Dublin  the  last  week  m April,  and  first 
ol  May.  Tiie  committee  that  had  been  appointed 
by  the  previous  yearly  meeting,  and  that  had  been 
so  actively  employed  in  ascertaining  and  as  far  as 
they  were  enaPled  relieving,  or  suggesting  their  judg- 
ment as  10  the  best  means  of  relieving  the  suflering, 
(alter  the  usual  private  business  of  the  society  was 
transacted)  made  their  report  in  open  committee  on 
the  1st  of  May,  tke  central  committee  and  their  aux- 
iliaries throughout  the  Island . “The  unanimous  and 
unqualified  testiiiiony  of  the  speakers,  men  of  great 
activity,  intelligence,  and  benevolence,  and  habitu- 
ally cautions  m their  choice  of  words,  was  to  the 
effect,  that  wherever  the  distress  first  became  appa- 
rent, there  it  is  now  most  fearlul  m Its  ravage,  and 
is  likely  to  continue  most  severe;  that  it  is  every- 
where o;i  the  increase,  and  is  extending  upwards  in 
the  scale  of  society — from  the  peasant  and  poor  cot- 
tier, to  the  poor  farmers  and  poor  shopkeepers,  and 
from  these  to  those  who  are  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, so  that  near  all  classes,  not  excepting  the 
most  wealthy  and  appjrently  independent,  are  likely 
to  share  in  the  general  deslilulion.” 

Fever  is  spreading  with  fearful  rapidity,  and  al- 
though money  may  stave  off  starvation,  nothing  but 
flight  from  the  country,  can  guarantee  any  Oian  from 
Ih*  pestilence.  Magistrates,  clergymen,  and  phy- 
sicians, whose  duties  have  brought  them  into  contact 
with  the  poor,  have  fallen  victims. 

The  ravages  of  pestilence  and  famine  appear  in 
their  most  terrible  lorm  in  the  large  county  ol  Cork, 
which  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  the  southwes- 
tern exiremiiy  of  the  Island,  and  contains  a popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  7UO,OUO  souls.  In  the  cay  of 
Cork,  they  have  had  to  open  five  hospitals;  for  the 
reception  ol  lever  patients.  Hundreds  of  poor  crea- 
tures go  into  them,  merely  that  when  they  die,  they 
may  not  be  thrown  into  a hole,  but  may  be  decently 
buried  in  a coffin.  Great  numbers  have  been  found 
dead  ill  the  streets  of  Cork,  wtio  died  of  starvation 
and  fever,  wliilo  wailing  for  admission  to  the  poor 
houses  and  hospitals.  'I'liere  are,  perhaps,  hundreds 
of  thousands,  so  lar  exhausted  by  inanition,  that, 
according  to  medical  testimony,  a single  full  meal 
would  be  likely  to  cause  speedy  death.  The  great- 
est mofiaiuy  tias  been  amongst  the  children,  who, 
of  course,  i.ad  not  slaiiiiiia  to  withstand  the  want  and 
the  posture  of  att'airs  tn  any  direction,  ihe  time  for  which 
Bulteriog  they  have  undergone.  Dr.  Harvey,  a 
member  ol  the  central  committee,  mentioned  in 
an  estimate  to  the  etlecl,  ibat  one  million  of  the 
people  ol  Ireland  will  probably  be  swept  away  by 
luuiiiic  and  lever.  Another  ol  the  speakers  repur- 
Icd,  that  ID  a pari  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  the 


tenantry  were  unable  to  cultivate  their  little  pieces 
of  ground,  or  to  pay  their  tent;  and  their  little  land- 
lord, who  wished  to  get  rid  of  them,  offered  each  of 
them  a sum  of  money  on  condition  of  his  giving  up 
possession  of  his  ground,  throwing  down  his  cabin, 
and  removing  to  some  other  part  *f  the  country. — 
They  did  so,  and  retired  to  the  seaport  town  of  Dun- 
garvan.  The  people  of  Dungarvan  had  a very  large 
pauper  population  of  their  own  to  support,  and  it 
was  quite  out  of  their  power  to  maintain  this  inva- 
vasion  from  the  mountains.  The  Friend  who  men- 
tioned the  circumstance,  stated  that  at  the  time  of 
his  recent  visit  to  the  town,  the  poor  homeless  peo- 
ple, having  spent  the  money  the  landlord  had  given 
them,  were  lying  about  under  open  sheds,  helpless, 
homeless,  and  starving.  The  ladies’  committee,  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  were  doling  out  their  aid  to 
the  poor  of  the  town,  but  the  contributors  refused 
to  allow  the  immigrants  to  get  a share,  lest,  by  being 
encouraged  to  remain  in  the  town,  they  should  obtain 
a settlement,  and  become  a permanent  charge  upon 
them.  A new  poor  law  has  just  been  enacted  for 
Ireland,  by  which,  under  certain  conditions  and  lim- 
itations, the  able  bodied  laborer  will  be  entitled  to 
out  door  relief  in  the  district  to  which  he  belongs. — 
The  result  of  this  act,  will  be  an  enormous  increase 
of  taxation  upon  the  farmers,  shopkeepers,  and  man- 
ufactuerrs — in  fact,  upon  alljlhe  industrious  and  pro- 
ductive classes.  At  the  very  lowest  compulation, 
ihree  of  the  eight  millions  of  our  population,  are 
helpless  paupers. 

The  new  poor  laws. — One  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
central  committee  staled  that  in  one  locality,  it  was 
estimated  that  the  poor  law  lax,  for  3 months,  would 
be  equal  to  one  half  the  annual  rental — and  if  this 
lax  continued  in  the  same  proportion  for  12  months, 
a man  who  paid  sixty  pounds  a year  rent  for  his  hous- 
es or  lands,  would  be  subject  to  a claim  of  double 
that  sum  lor  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  Such  a 
process  of  depletion  as  this,  it  is  clear,  would  very 
speedily  increase  the  three  millions  of  paupers  to 
eight.  It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  speakers, 
that  it  is  quite  unlikely  this  law  can  be  carried  out, 
even  although  it  should  prove  to  be  much  less  oppres- 
sive than  a claim  of  200  per  cent,  on  the  rent.  Du- 
ring the  last  year,  the  landlords  had  received  only  a 
a small  portion  ol  their  rents,  the  farmers  have  been 
heavy  losers  by  the  blast  of  the  potatoes,  and  the 
great  failure  of  the  oat  crop.  The  colliers  and  small 
holders  have  been  reduced  to  absolute  pauperism  by 
the  loss  of  their  potatoes — and  so  universal  is  the 
oufienug  likely  to  be,  that  this  is  the  most  unfortu- 
nate time  that  could  have  been  chosen  for  the  impo- 
sition of  such  a lax  upon  so  poor  a people. 

Sympathy  for  Ireland  at  Rome. — “At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Padre  Veiitural’s  sermon  at  Rome,  in 
in  lavor  of  the  distressed  Irish — which  was  a mas- 
ter piece  of  sacred  eloquence — notwithstanding  the 
present  distressed  slate  of  the  Roman  people,  when 
the  colleclions  commenced,  a sympathy  impossible 
lo  describe  was  manifested  throughout  the  assembled 
niuililudc;  each  vied  with  the  other  in  contributing. 
The  poorest  gave  the  most  liberally;  and  the  very 
beggars,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  gave  the  alms  re- 
ceived into  the  hands  of  the  collectors.  Many,  who 
had  no  money  to  give,  supplied  some  other  oblation. 
Some  individuals  gave  their  gold  seals,  or  deprived 
themselves  of  their  watches;  even  gold  ones  were 
Ireely  given.  Some  poor  priests  look  the  silver 
Duckies  from  their  shoes;  and  several  females,  not 
salisfied  with  their  pecuniary  ofi'ering,  despoiled 
iheinaelTes  of  rings,  brooches,  earrings,  bracelets,  to 
swell  Ihe  collections  for  ilieir  saffering  brethren  in 
Ireland.  A number  of  medals,  the  prizes  won  by 
victors  from  every  part  of  the  globe — from  Lapland 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  ttie  Shannon  to  Ilia 
Ganges,  in  many  a hard  fougtil  literary  and  scientific 
contest,  were  also  given,  a valuable  and  expressive 
tribute  of  the  genius  of  every  country  lo  the  land 
whose  liospilable  halls,  in  times  of  yore,  were  open 
lo  the  students  of  every  clime.” 

Ireland. — The  contributions,  liberal  as  they  have 
been,  of  the  British  government  and  people  for  the 
relief  ol  Ireland,  have  not  quieted  the  spirit  of  “young 
Ireland”  eiuiiely.  Their  publications  and  the  lan- 
guage of  Iheir  speakers  breathe  a tone  which  goes 
last  Deyond  ‘Repeal.’  Mr.  John  Mitchell  at  a meet- 
ing in  Dublin  staled  that  “the  object  of  irishmen 
now  was,  to  make  Ireland  loo  hot  for  an  English 
Vice  Roy,  secretary,  or  coiiuj'issioner.”  Mr.  Duf- 
fy said  that  “the  laiiiine  in  Mayo,”  where  the  Eng- 
lish government  has  expended  for  food  over  s£2U,0UU, 
“ought  lo  be  called  the  English  massacre  in  xVlayo.” 
And  one  of  the  clergymen  present  expressed  himself 
as  lollovvs: — 

“Father  Mehan  declared  he  was  proud  to  say  that 
26  comniaiidei s of  Auierican  sliips  were  present  in 
the  hull,  and  they,  he  hoped,  would  curry  back  to 


America  the  sentiments  of  the  Irish  people  towards 
England  and  the  English.  Ay!  and  should  the  felon 
hand  of  England  be  raised  against  her,  they — ’’(The 
rest  of  his  reverence’s  sentence  was  lost  in  the  hur- 
ricane of  applause  which  burst  forth.)  “Should  any 
calamity  threaten  America,  we  who  have  escaped 
the  famine  and  pestilence  produced  by  England  would 
assist  her.  Let  Ireland  be  to  the  Irish,  and  England 
to  the  English.’’ 

Other  speakers  warned  the  Irish  who  wished  to 
emigrate,  not  to  go  anywhere  where  the  “felon  hand 
ol  England”  could  reach  them,  but  lo  go  to  the  U. 
Stales  “where  they  will  be  the  free  citizens  “of  a 
free  and  happy  country.” 


THE  CATHOLIC  RELIEF  BILL. 

The  bill  which  had  for  its  object,  to  expunge 
from  the  salute  book  the  disabilities  against  Cath- 
olics, has  been  rejected  in  parliament  by  a ma- 
jority of  thirty  nine.  The  Tablet  gives  the  following 
speech  in  the  debate:  ^ 

“Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis  led  the  opposition  lo  the 
bill;  because  this  country  is  a Protestant  country, 
constitution  is  a Protestant  constitution,  and  the’ 
the  sovereign  is  a Protestant  sovereign,  and  what- 
ever is,  nmsl  ever  be.  There  is  not,  of  course,  any 
period  in  history  when  the  country,  the  constitution, 
and  the  sovereign,  were  all  Catholic.  Such  a peiiod’ 
either  never  existed  at  all,  or  it  is  high  treason  to 
remember  that  a hapy  country,  a glorious  constitution 
and  an  exemplary  sovereign  have  exer  co-existed  in 
England  without  Prolestanism  to  uphold  them.  The 
bill  of  l ights — no  act  of  parliament,  but  a divine  or- 
dinance, no  doubt— had  settled  the  question.  The 
sovereign,  according  lo  the  bill  of  rights,  must  swear 
himself  a Protestant;  and  if  this  bill  passed,  the  sov- 
ereign would  be  at  liberty  to  swear  to  the  actual 
belief,  and  be  no  longer  bound  to  accept  the  parlia- 
mentary faith,  or  to  swear  to  his  kingly  acceptance 
of  it,  however  he  might  as  an  individual  conscien- 
liously  differ  therefrom.  Now,  the  younger  branch 
of  the  Stuarts — the  house  of  BrunswickAj-eceived 
the  rule  in  this  empire  because  they  were  of  one 
religious  opinion,  while  the  representative  of  the 
elder  bianch  was  of  another,  and  was  for  that  reason 
dethroned.  In  France,  the  elder  branch  of  the  reign- 
ing family  was  expelled,  and  the  younger  branch 
called  lo  the  throne,  because  their  respective  politi- 
cal opinions  differed.  The  younger  Bourbon  (Or- 
leans) exists  by  the  virtue  of  the  charter,  and  the 
younger  Stuarts  (Brunswick)  on  the  strength  of  the 
thirty  nine  articles;  and  so  it  shall  be  for  ever.  The 
sovereign  of  a free  people  shall  never  be  free  in 
regard  lo  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience;  but 
with  whatever  light  he  may  be  favored  from  above, 
must  be  guided  by  the  parliamentary  majority  con- 
science, so  long  as  that  majority  is  Protestant,  which 
niitsl  be  forever.  Now  this  bill  is  adverse  to  that 
unchangeable  conclusion— the  uncharigeable'ness  of 
which  IS  its  high  virtue;  while  the  church  ol  Rome’s 
great  crime  is  its  unchangeableness.  There  is  no 
inconsisltncy  in  all  this.  The  church  of  Rome  is 
unchangeable,  and  the  Jesuits  are  de7iounced  in  Swit- 
zerland  as  the  disturbers  of  the  peace,  in  Belgium 
they  have  taken  possession  of  the  kingdom,  in  spite 
ol  the  Catholic  bishops,  and  the  Protestant  king,  and 
the  liberal  parly,  and  therefore  Mr.  Watson’s  bill 
ought  to  be  thrown  out.  The  hon.  member  for  Ox- 
ford has  a preference  for  the  church  of  England,  but 
really  he  is  not  particular  what  Protestant  sect  pre- 
vails protided  Jt  uses  an  aulAorized  version  of  the 
bible.  No  n. alter  what  becomes  of  the  bill  of 
rights,  that  rock  may  be  blown  up,  provided  that  it 
be  w ilh  Prolcslanl  gunpowder,  mariuiactured,  it  may 
be,  in  Geneva  or  in  Prussia,  or  supplied  by  Mr.  Mor- 
mon Smith,  or  precious  lady  Huntingdon.  So  long 
as  they  use  (lo  swear  bj ) a bible  with  a dedication 
to  King  James,  the  puie  and  wise,  which  is  the  only 
charm  lor  preventing  any  part  of  any  version  of  the 
sacred  scriptures  from  ever  becoming  obsolete,  or  in- 
decent, or  of  dubious  meal'ing — they  are  welcome  lo 
the  conslituiiun.  'I'he  queen  may  De  a Muggletonian 
or  an  Irv  ingiic,  for  what  the  representative  ol  Oxford 
cares. 

“It  is  true  that  he  would  rather  of  the  two  that 
her  majesty,  it  quite  convenient  lo  herself,  would 
adhere  to  the  ciiurch  of  England,  and  keep  her  bill 
of  rights  oath;  but  he  is  not  particular,  if  she  buy 
the  Oxford  biule;  the  religious  world  is  all  before 
her  where  to  choose,  unless,  indeed,  she  should  think 
of  looking  on  religion  by  the  lignt  w hich  guides 

some  riiiieleen  twentieths  of  the  Cliristijit  world 

Let  her  look  towards  Rome,  and  Pope  Inglis  the  1st 
will  immediately  absolve  her  subjects  of  their  oaths 
of  allegiance.  Mr.  Pluinplre  said,  the  church  of 
England  was  founded  on  a rock,  and  that  Uiis  bill 
w ould  shake  it  lo  pieces.  Mr.  Bpooner  said,  it  was 
a lemble  Uiing  lor  Catholics  lo  refer,  even  by  way 
ul  illustratioH,  lo  ibc  religious  wars  ol  the  Jews  m 
order  lo  show  that  man’s  uaiure  and  the  character 
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of  certain  periods  had  led  to  persecution;  but  that 
it  was  quite  right  to  show  from  the  bible  that  the 
Jews  had  a commission  to  destroy  idolatry,  to  assert 
that  Catholics  were  idolaters,  and  to  infer  that  Pro 
testants  should  destroy  them.  It  was  very  absurd 
to  go  back  to  the  Jews  for  traditions  and  writings — 
the  bible,  with  all  its  Jewish  traditions,  was  the  only 
source  of  wisdom  or  instruction.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  country  was  Protestant;  and  let  the  country 
once  know  that  it  contained  any  individuals,  who 
proposed  to  convert  any  portion  of  it  by  force,  or 
stratagem , or  coiitn’etion,  the  people  would  soon  let 
them  know  that  they  were  as  far  trom  conviction  as 
he  was,  and  regarded,  as  he  did,  force,  stratagem, 
and  conviction  as  all  in  the  same  category.  There- 
fore, he  opposed  Mr.  Watson’s  bill.  Mr.  Finch 
thought  that  the  essence  of  Protestanism  was  toler- 
lion,  but  that  Catholics  were  not  to  be  tolerated. — 
Toleration  towards  Protestants  was  Protestant  prin- 
ciple. Mr.  Newdegate  declared  that  it  was  in  the 
very  spirit  of  toleration  that  he  opposed  this  bill,  just 
as  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  enlarged  liberty  that  the 
democratic  party  in  Switzerland  proposed  to  cut  the 
throats  of  the  men  of  Lucerne  because  they  had 
invited  some  Jesuit  priests  to  teach  their  children. 
Now,  these  Jesuits  being  thus  sent  for,  to  the  number 
of  four  individuals,  we  believe,  had  resolved  on  for- 
cing all  the  people  of  Switzerland  to  be  tavghl  French 
Latin,  and  the  mathematics  by  themselves;  and  there- 
fort  it  was  the  purest  virtue  to  invade  the  canton  that 
had  called  them  in,  and  carry  fire  and  sword  to  every 
corner  of  it.  Upon  these  principles  he  would  oppose 
Mr.  Watson’s  bill.  Mr.  Goulburn  demonstrated  the 
absurdity  of  this  bill.  There  was  a law  which  made 
it  a crime  for  a Catholic  priest  to  wear  his  vestments 
in  the  street.  Now,  the  wisdom  of  successive  attor- 
Dejs  general  had  taught  them  to  abstain  from  enfor 
cing  the  legal  penalty,  and  therefore  the  law  ought 
to  exist,  and  the  liability  to  punishment  continue  in 
the  discretion  of  the  officers  of  the  crown.  It  was 
not  forty  years  ago  since  it  was  illegal  for  a clergy- 
man of  the  Episcopal  church  of  Scotland  to  appear 
in  his  surplice  in  a churchyard  in  Edinburgh,  and  it 
was  at  that  time  common  for  such  clergymen  to  be 
guarded  by  soldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  in  the  per- 
formance of  liisduty.  This  was  the  desirable  state 
of  things  for  Catholic  priests  in  the  present  day,  and 
he  pul  it  to  Mr.  Macaulay  and  the  lord  advocate  if 
there  would  not  be  a Porteus  mob  if  Dr  Gillies 
should  at  the  present  day  proceed  from  his  guildroom 
to  his  church  in  his  pontifical  attire.’  Now,  as  there 
would  be  a riot,  it  w as  better  that  the  rioters  should 
be  preserved  fur  the  justification  of  the  first  Edin- 
burg mob  that  could  be  instigated  to  attack  a Catho- 
lic priest  in  the  discharge  of  bis  functions.  Mr. 
Law  went  back  to  an  act  of  Richard  II,  and  found 
Iherein  the  most  valid  objections  to  Mr.  Watson’s 
bill.  After  this  course  o(  argument  the  house  was 
contented,  and  the  bill  rejected  by  a majority  of  158 
to  118. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


"army  of  invasion.” 

THE  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF  OF  THE  ARMIES  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  TO  THE  MEXICAN 

nation: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Jalapa.  May  11,  1847. 

Mexicans!  The  recent  events  of  the  war,  and  the 
measures  adopted  in  consequence  by  your  govern- 
ment, make  it  my  duly  to  address  you — to  show  you 
(ruths  of  which  you  are  ignorant,  because  they  have 
been  criminally  concealed  from  yau.  1 do  not  ask 
you  to  trust  my  words,  (though  he  who  has  never 
falsified  them  has  a right  to  confidence,)  but  to  judge 
of  these  truths  by  facis  w ithin  the  view  and  know- 
ledge of  you  all. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  war, 
which  my  country  saw  itself  forced  to  undertake  by 
irremediable  causes,  which  1 learn  are  unknown  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  Mexican  nation,  we  regard  it 
as  a necessity;  such  is  it  always  to  both  belligerents; 
and  reason  and  justice,  if  not  forgotten  on  both  sides, 
are  in  dispute,  each  believing  them  its  own.  You 
have  proof  of  this  trulli  as  well  as  ourselves;  for  in 
Mexico,  as  in  the  United  States,  tliere  have  existed 
and  do  exist  two  opposite  parties,  desiring  the  one 
peace,  the  other  war.  But  government  have  sacred 
duties,  from  which  they  cannot  depart;  and  often 
these  duties  impose,  for  national  reasons,  a silence 
and  a reserve  sometimes  displeasing  to  the  majority 
of  those  who,  from  view  s purely  personal  or  indivi- 
dual, make  opposition.  To  this  a government  can- 
not pay  any  regard,  expecting  the  nation  to  place  in 
it  the  confidence  merited  by  a magistracy  of  their 
own  election. 

Reasons  of  high  policy  and  of  continental  Ameri- 
»an  interest  precipitated  events,  in  spile  of  the  cir- 


cumspection of  the  cabinet  of  Washington,  which, 
ardently  desiring  to  terminate  its  differences  with 
Mexico,  spared  no  resource,  compatible  with  honor 
and  dignity,  to  arrive  at  so  desirable  an  end;  and 
when  it  was  indulging  the  most  flattering  hopes  of 
accomplishing  its  aim  by  frank  explanations  and 
reasonings,  addressed  to  the  judgment  and  prudence 
of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  government  of  General 
D.  J.  Herrera,  the  misfortune  least  looked  for  dis- 
pelled this  pleasant  hope,  and  at  the  same  time 
blocked  up  every  avenue  which  could  lead  to  an 
honorable  settlement  between  the  two  nations.  The 
new  government  discarded  the  national  interests,  as 
well  as  those  of  continental  America  and  elected  in 
preference  foreign  influences  the  most  opposed  to 
those  interests,  and  the  most  fatal  to  the  future  of 
Mexican  liberty  and  of  the  republican  system,  which 
the  United  States  hold  it  a duty  to  preserve  and  pro- 
tect. Duty,  honor,  and  dignity  itself  imposed  upon 
us  the  necessity  of  not  losing  a season  of  which  the 
monarchical  party  was  taking  violent  advantage,  for 
not  a moment  was  to  be  lost;  and  we  acted  with  the 
promptness  and  decision  necessary  in  a case  so  ur- 
gent, to  avoid  thereby  a complication  of  interests, 
which  might  render  our  relations  more  diflBcult  and 
involved. 

Again  in  the  course  of  civil  war  the  government 
of  Paredes  was  overthrown.  We  could  not  but  hope 
this  w oiild  prove  a fortunate  event,  and,  that  what- 
ever other  administration  might  represent  the  gov- 
ernment, it  would  be  less  deluded,  as  well  as  more 
patriotic  and  prudent,  if  it  looked  to  the  common 
good,  weighing  probabilities,  its  own  strength  and 
resources,  and  especially  the  general  opinion  as  to 
the  inevitable  results  of  a national  war.  We  were 
deceived,  as  perhaps  you,  Mexicans,  were  also  de- 
ceived, in  judging  of  the  true  intentions  of  Gen.  San- 
ta Anna,  whom  you  recalled,  and  whom  our  govern- 
ment permitted  to  return. 

From  this  condition  of  things  the  Mexican  nation 
has  seen  what  have  been  the  results — results  lament- 
ed by  all,  and  by  us  sincerely,  for  we  appreciate,  as 
is  due,  the  valor  and  noble  determination  of  the 
unfortunates  « ho  go  to  battle  ill  led,  worse  govern- 
ed, and  almost  invariably  outraged  by  deceit  or 
perfidy. 

We  have  witnessed — and  we  cannot  be  taxed  with 
partiality  for  lamenting — with  astonishment  that  the 
heroic  deportment  of  the  garrison  of  Vera  Cruz,  in 
its  valiant  defence,  was  aspersed  by  the  general  who 
had  just  been  defeated  and  put  to  shameful  flight  by 
a force  far  inferior  to  that  which  he  commanded  at 
Buena  Vista;  that  this  general,  rewarding  the  insur- 
gents and  promoters  of  civil  war  in  Mexico,  heaped 
outrage  on  those  who  had  singularly  distinguished 
themselves  by  a resistance  beyond  what  could  be  ex- 
pected, and  of  admirable  decision. 

Finally,  the  bloody  event  of  Cerro  Gordo  has 
shown  the  Mexican  nation  what  it  may  reasonably 
expect,  if  it  longer  continues  blind  to  the  true  situa- 
tion in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  some  generals 
whom  it  has  most  distinguished,  and  in  whom  it  has 
most  confided. 

The  hardest  heart  would  be  moved  to  grief  in  con- 
templating the  battle-fields  of  Mexico  a moment  af- 
ter the  last  struggle.  Those  generals  whom  the  na- 
tion has,  without  service  rendered,  paid  for  so  many 
years,  with  some  honorable  exceptions,  have  in  the 
day  of  need  betrayed  it  by  their  bad  example  or  un 
skiifulness.  On  that  field,  amongst  the  dead  and 
dying,  are  seen  no  proofs  of  military  honor;  for  they 
are  reduced  to  the  sad  fate  of  the  soldier — the  same 
on  every  occasion,  from  Paio  Alto  to  Cerro  Gordo — 
the  dead  to  remain  unburied  and  the  wounded  aban- 
doned to  the  clemency  and  charily  of  the  conqueror. 
Soldiers  who  go  to  fight,  expecting  such  a recom- 
pense, deserve  to  be  classed  amongst  the  best  in 
the  world,  since  they  are  stimulated  by  no  hope  of 
ephemeral  glory,  of  regret,  of  remembrance,  or  even 
of  a grave. 

Again,  Mexicans  of  honorable  pride,  contemplate 
the  loi  of  peaceful  and  laborious  citizens  in  all  clas- 
ses of  your  society.  The  possessions  of  the  church 
menaced,  and  held  out  as  an  incitement  to  revolution 
and  anarchy;  the  fortunes  of  the  rich  proprietors 
pointed  out  for  plunder  to  the  ill-disposed;  the  mer 
chant  and  the  artisan,  the  laborer  and  the  manufac- 
turer, burdened  with  contributions,  excises,  monopo- 
lies, taxes  upon  consumption,  surrounded  with  re- 
strictions and  charged  wiih  odious  internal  customs; 
the  man  of  letters  and  the  statesman,  the  man  of  li- 
beral knowledge  who  dares  to  speak,  persecuted 
without  trial  by  some  faction,  or  by  the  rulers  who 
abuse  their  power;  criminals  unpunished  and  set  at 
liberfv,  as  were  those  of  Perole:  is  this,  then,  Mexi- 
cans, ilie  liberty  which  you  enjoy.’ 

I « ill  not  believe  that  the  Mexicans  of  the  present 
day  are  wanting  in  courage  to  confess  errors  which 
do  not  dishonor  ilicm,  and  to  adopt  a system  of  true 
liberty  of  peace  and  union  with  their  brethren  and 


neighbors  of  the  north;  neither  will  I believe  that 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  falsity  of  the  calumnies  of 
the  piess,  intended  to  excite  to  hostility.  No!  Pub- 
lic sentiment  is  not  to  be  created  or  animated  by 
falsehood.  We  have  not  profaned  your  temples,  nor 
abused  your  women,  nor  seized  your  property,  as 
they  W'ould  have  you  believe.  We  say  this  with 
pride,  and  we  confirm  it  by  your  own  bishops  and  by 
the  clergy  of  Pampico,  Tuspan,  Malamoros,  Monte- 
rey, Vera  Cruz,  and  Jalapa,  and  by  all  the  authori- 
ties, civil  and  religious,  and  the  inhabitants  of  every 
town  that  we  have  occupied.  We  adore  the  same 
God,  and  a large  portion  of  our  army,  as  well  as  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  are  Catholics 
like  yourselve.  We  punish  crime  wherever  we  find 
it,  and  reward  merit  and  virtue. 

The  army  of  the  United  States  respects,  and  will 
always  respect,  private  property  of  every  description, 
and  the  property  of  the  Mexican  church.  Wo  to 
him  who  does  not  know  where  we  arc! 

Mexicans,  the  past  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but 
the  future  may  be  provided  for.  Repeatedly  have  I 
shown  you  that  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  Stales  desire  peace,  desire  your  sincere 
friendship.  Abandon,  then,  rancorous  prejudices; 
cease  to  be  the  sport  of  individual  ambition,  and  con- 
duct yourselves  like  a great  American  nation;  leave 
off  at  once  colonial  habits,  and  learn  to  be  truly  free, 
truly  republican,  and  soon  you  will  become  prosper- 
ous and  happy,  for  you  possess  all  the  elements  to  be 
so.  Remember  that  you  are  Americans,  and  that  your 
happiness  is  not  to  come  from  Europe. 

1 desire,  in  conclusion,  to  declare,  and  with  equal 
frankness,  that,  if  necessary,  an  army  of  on*  hun- 
dred thousand  could  promptly  be  brought,  and  that 
th*  United  Stales  would  not  terminate  their  differ- 
ences with  Mexico  (if  compelled  to  do  so  by  force 
of  arms)  in  any  manner  uncertain  precarious,  or  less 
dishonoring  to  yourselves.  1 should  insult  the  intel- 
ligent of  this  country  ifl  had  any  doubt  of  their  ac- 
quaintance with  this  truth. 

The  order  to  form  guerrilla  parlies  to  attack  us,  I 
assure  you,  can  produce  nothing  but  evil  to  your 
country,  and  no  evil  to  our  army,  which  will  know- 
how to  protect  itself  and  how  to  proceed  against 
them;  and  if,  so  far  from  conciliating,  you  succeed 
in  irritating,  you  will  impose  upon  us  the  hard  ne- 
cessity of  retaliation,  and  then  you  cannot  blame 
us  for  the  consequences  which  will  fall  upon  your- 
selves. 

I am  marching  with  my  army  upon  Puebla  and 
Mexico;  I do  not  conceal  it;  from  those  capitals  1 
shall  again  address  you.  1 desire  peace,  friendship, 
and  union;  it  is  for  you  to  select  whether  yon  prefer 
war.  Under  any  circumstances,  be  assured  1 shall 
not  fail  ray  word.  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

THE  INDIANA  VOLUNTEERS  AT  BUENA  VISTA- 

When  the  first  account  of  the  Victory  at  Buena 
Vista  reached  us,  we  took  the  liberty  of  qualifying 
as  we  believed  would  prove  to  be  but  just,  the  rela- 
tion relative  to  the  retreat  of  the  Indiana  regiment. 
The  subsequent  official  report  went  to  confirm  the 
first  account.  We  delayed  for  furtlier  developments; 
confident  that  it  would  be  ascertained  that  the  men 
composing  the  regiment  in  question  were  not  so 
striking  a contrast  to  the  other  volunteers  on  that 
field,  as  they  stood  implicated  as  being.  A very  dif- 
ferent version  of  the  whole  afiair  was  soon  after 
given  in  the  Indiana  journals  derived  from  letters 
from  the  army  deeply  implicating  some  of  those  that 
were  represented  as  having  acted  with  signal  bravery, 
and  as  retrieving  the  character  of  Indiana  to  some 
extent.  'J'hese  indicated  that  an  inquiry  would  be 
demanded,  and  the  truth  would  be  elicited  before  a 
proper  tribunal.  Col.  Lane’s  statement  of  the  atfair 
came  next,  and  then  the  finding  of  a court  martial. 
We  shall  have  the  whole  truth  in  due  lime. 

COLONEL  lane’s  STATEMENT. 

The  commandaniof  the  3d  Indiana  regiment  writes 
to  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Delta  as  follows: 
Camp  Buena  Vista,  April  19,  1847. 

It  is  an  error  that  the  Indiana  brigade,  as  a brigade, 
was  in  the  fight.  The  first  regiment  was  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  the  2d  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of 
battle,  and  the  3d  on  the  extreme  right — further  se- 
parated than  any  two  regiments  upon  the  field.  I 
suppose  your  informant  was  led  into  error  because 
Brigadier  General  Laue  was  with  the  2d  regiment. 
It  is  an  error  that  my  regiment  ever  hesitated  for  a 
single  instant,  and  it  has  the  signal  merit  of  being 
one,  if  not  the  only  one  in  the  action,  that  did  not 
retreat. 

Our  position  was  in  the  road,  by  which  alone  the 
artillery  of  the  enemy  could  be  brought  forward,  and 
only  exposed  to  the  ailillery  fire  until  the  2d  In- 
diana, Kentucky,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi  troops  had 
been  driven  successively  back  by  the  overpowering 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  having  been  twice 
repulsed  in  our  front,  and  having  completely  turned 
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our  left  flank  and  taken  position  next  the  mountain, 
we  were  ordered  there,  and  formed  a junction  with 
Col.  Dasis’  regiment  and  the  2d  indianians,  which 
had  been  rallied.  This  force  advanced  upon  the  in- 
fantry and  lancers  and  kept  up  a brisk  fire  until  it 
was  ordered  to  cease  by  Gen.  Taylor.  It  was  now 
that  the  lancers  made  the  charge  alluded  to,  and  for 
the  repulse  of  which  the  credit  is  given  to  the  Mis- 
sissipians.  This  charge  was  made  in  column  upon 
the  extreme  right  of  my  regiment;  the  2d  Indianians 
and  Mississippians  being  on  our  left.  They  were 
permitted  to  approach  within  twenty  five  steps  of 
the  line  before  I gave  the  command  to  fire;  they 
were  repulsed,  and  fled  under  cover  of  their  battery, 
and  their  infantry  dispersed  among  mountains.  We 
BOW  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  O’Brien’s  battery,  and 
when  we  arrived  there  the  Kentucky  and  Illinois 
troops,  overpowered  by  numbers  were  retreating, 
and  the  enemy  pressing  hotly  upon  them  and  the 
battery,  which  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cap- 
tured. We  opened  a fire  upon  them,  and  they  re- 
treated in  the  greatest  disorder.  This  last  blow  ter- 
minated the  battle,  and,  instead  of  leaving  the  battle 
field  as  staled,  we  (the  3d  Indianians)  bivouacked 
in  the  most  advanced  position  held  by  our  troops  in 
the  morning,  and  the  enemy  drew  ofi'. 

As  troops  never  fought  better  then  the  3d  India- 
nians; as  ttieir  steadiness  and  coolness  is  proverbial, 
(as  you  will  see  by  the  official  report),  1 am  astonish- 
ed that  such  calumnies  should  be  fabricated  against 
it.  We  were  brought  into  the  action  when  the  day 
seemed  extremely  critical,  and  were  victorious  in 
every  engagement,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  having  twice  saved  the  fortunes  of 
the  day.  1 have  not  mentioned  the  retreat  or  change 
of  position  of  other  regiments  invidiously,  but  as  a 
proof  that  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, rested  upon  and  was  sustained  by  my  regiment. 
Bo  much  for  tlie  3d  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers. 

The  2d  Indiana  regiment  opened  the  ‘‘ball”  on 
the  23d,  and  I undertake  to  say  they  deserve  credit 
for  maintaining  their  first  position  as  long  as  they 
did;  they  were  on  the  extreme  left  next  the  moun- 
tain. They  stood  firm  and  steady  as  veterans,  and 
exchanged  twenty  one  rounds  with  a vastly  superior 
force  in  their  froni;  with  their  entire  line,  from  left 
to  right,  raked  by  a deadly  fire  of  grape  and  canister, 
from  one  24  pounder  and  two  18's;  with  their  right 
flank  threatened,  and  their  rear  exposed  from  a force 
that  was  contendiag  with  the  riflemen  upon  the  moun- 
tain. Thty  did  not  not  retreat  until  they  were  ordered  to 
do  so  by  their  commander,  as  is  In  evidence  before  a 
court  ol  imjniry  now  sitting.  The  only  possible 
chaige  which  can  be  made  in  truth  against  the  2d 
liidiaiiiaiis  IS  that  they  did  not  rally  as  soon  as  they 
should;  but  the  fault  is  not  with  them,  but  with  the 
toiuinanuer,  who  designated  no  force  or  point  lor 
ti. 1.111  lo  tally  upon. 

Ii  ouiu  he  ei  iiiiinjl  in  me  to  permit  our  f.rave  sol- 
diiia,  wlio  have  done  so  much  lo  sustain  tiieir  coun- 
liv’i-  in  in  I,  to  sleep  under  the  gross  injustice  which 
your  aiuole  does  them,  and  1 respectfully  request 
that  you  vv  ill  give  this  notice  a place  in  your  paper. 
Veiy  respcctiuily.  J.  H.  LANE, 

Col.  Comd'g  lid  reg.  Indiana  vol. 

It  having  been  slated  that  Capt.  Lincoln  was  killed 
whilst  tally  mg  the  Indianians,  Col.  Lane  addressed 
a letter  to  Capt.  Slarbuck,  inquiring  into  the  facts 
of  Capt.  Lincoln’s  fall.  The  lollownig  is  the  reply: 
Buena  Visla,  Jipril  19,  1847. 
Bear  sir — In  reply  to  your  note  ol  this  evening.  1 
have  to  say  that  Capt.  Lincoln,  one  of  Gen.  Wool’s 
Aids  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Visla,  fell  while  deliver- 
ing an  order  lo  some  officer  immediately  in  front 
ol  the  line  of  the  2d  regiment  Illinois  volnnteers.  1 
was  standing  w ithin  a few  yards  of  him  when  he  fell. 
At  tiial  lime  the  3d  Indiana  volunteers  w ere  stationed 
gome  distance  on  our  right,  and  on  a hill  in  the  rear 
ol  Washington’s  battery.  The  2d  regiment  of  Indiana 
volunteers  having  retreated  from  their  first  position 
in  the  morning  were  at  that  lime  a considerable  dis- 
tance on  our  lelt  and  in  our  rear. 

C.  L.  STARBUCK,  Cap.  2d  Ills.  vol. 

To  Col.  J.  II.  Lane,  3d  Indiana  volunteers. 

A COURT  MARTiAx  has  been  held,  of  which  the 
last  arrivals  funiish  us  with  merely  the  substance  of 
the  finding  ol  '.lie  court,  as  follows: 

Inquiry  in  Ike  case  of  Col.  Lane. 

Facts — Tnal  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  on  the 
22d  ol  February,  General  Lane  commanded  the 
second  and  third  regiments  of  Indiana  volunteers; 
that  on  the  23J  he  was  in  immediate  command  ol 
the  second  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers  and  three 
pieces  of  artillery  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
O Brien,  and  that  the  second  Indiana  volunteers 
retreated  from  the  field,  without  any  orders  from 
Gen.  Lane,  on  the  23d  of  February;  but,  through 
tbe  exertions  of  Geu.  Lane  and  other  officers,  from 


one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  men  of  the 
2d  regiment  Indiana  volunteers  were  rallied  and  at- 
tached to  the  Mississippi  regiment  and  the  3d  In- 
diana regiment,  and  remained  with  them  on  the  field 
of  battle  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Opinion — The  court  are  of  opinion  that  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  22d  and  23d  February,  1847, 
Brig.  General  Lane  conducted  himself  as  a brave 
and  gallant  officer;  and  that  no  censure  attached  to 
him  for  the  retreat  of  the  2d  regiment  Indiana  volun- 
teers. 

Inquiry  in  the  case  of  Col.  Bowles. 

Facts — In  reference  lo  the  first  charge,  it  appears 
from  the  evidence  Itiat  Col.  Bowles  is  ignorant  of  the 
company,  battalion,  and  brigade  drills,  and  that  the 
manoeuvre  of  the  evening  of  the  22d  February,  indi- 
dicated  in  the  3d  specification  of  that  charge,  was 
indicative  of  an  ignorance  of  the  battalion  drill. 

In  relation  to  the  second  charge,  it  appears  from 
the  evidence  before  the  court  that  Col.  Bowles  gave 
the  order,  "Cease  firing  and  retreat;’’  that  General 
Lane  was  present,  and  that  he  had  no  authority  from 
Gen.  Lane  to  give  such  order. 

It  also  appears  that  Col.  Bowles  retreated  after 
having  given  the  aforesaid  command;  but  that  he  did 
fiot  shamefully  run  away  from  the  enemy,  nor  did  he 
hide  liimself  in  any  ravine  from  the  enemy  or  from 
his  regiment. 

It  appears,  too,  that  Col.  Bowles  dismounted  from 
his  horse  in  rear  of  liis  regiment;  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  he  did  so  lo  protect  himself  from 
the  enemy. 

'I'he  court  find  that  the  fact  of  Col.  Bowles  having 
given  the  order  above  mentioned  did  induce  the  re- 
giment to  retreat  in  disorder. 

Col.  Bowles  gave  this  order  with  the  intention  of 
making  the  regiment  leave  its  position;  but  the  court 
does  not  find  that  he  had  been  particularly  ordered 
to  maintain  and  defend  it. 

Opinion — With  reference  lo  the  first  charge,  the 
court  is  of  the  opinion  that  Col.  Bowles  is  ignorant 
of  the  duties  of  colonel;  but  the  court  would  remark 
that  ill  healili,  and  absence  on  account  of  ill  health, 
have  in  some  degree  prevented  him  from  fitting  him- 
self for  the  duties  of  that  office. 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  at  the  time  Col.  Bow- 
les gave  tile  order  “relreat,’’ lie  was  under  the  im 
pression  that  the  artillery  had  retreated,  when  in  fact 
the  battery  tiad  gone  to  an  advanced  position  under 
llie  orders  ol  Gen.  Lane,  which  orders  had  not  been 
communicated  to  Col.  Bowles. 

And,  in  conclusion,  the  court  find  that  throughout 
tne  engagement,  and  through  the  whole  day,  Col, 
Bowles  evinced  no  want  of  personal  courage  and  bra 
very;  but  that  he  did  manifest  a want  of  capacity  and 
judgment  as  a commander. 

AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN  MEXICO. 

Castle  of  Santiago.  City  of  Mexico,  Jipril,  3. 
Dear  Brother — 1 tiave  vvnilen  to  you  frequently 
since  I became  a prisoner  of  war.  My  former  letter 
related  lo  business  almost  exclusively.  * * * * 

1 shall  now  speak  a little  of  Mexico  and  Mexicans. 

From  Saltillo  to  Agua  Nueva  is  eight  leagues  and 
here  there  is  fine  water.  Thence  to  San  Juan  de  Ve- 
nago  150  miles,  there  is  no  water  except  in  tanks 
and  wells.  The  tanks  are  built  of  earth  and  cement 
and  filled  in  the  wet  season;  but  may  be  easily  emp- 
tied by  opening  the  bollums.  The  wells  can  be  readily 
ruined  by  throwing  in  dead  animals.  Hence  the  al- 
most impossibility  of  an  invading  army  marching 
through  the  country.  This  part  of  the  country  is  also 
very  unproductive,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
water,  it  being  impossible  to  irrigate  to  any  extent 
from  the  tanks  and  wells,  and  agriculture  cannot  be 
prosecuted  without  copious  irrigation,  in  consequence 
of  the  length  of  llie  droughts. 

From  Sail  Jiiande  Venegas  to  Matedaula  is  twenty 
four  miles.  This  town  is  situated  in  a mining  district 
and  contains  sixteen  thousand  inhabitants.  From  this 
place  lo  San  Luis  Potosi  there  is  a tolerably  good 
supply  of  water,  'i'he  country  presents  a beautiful 
level  plain,  bounded  by  rugged  barren  mountains. — 
The  people  are  poor,  miserable,  stupid.  The  country 
is  going  lo  decay,  evidences  of  whiclt  are  seen  at 
every  step.  This  lias  been  the  case  from  the  lime  of 
the  revolution — some,  indeed,  say  as  lar  back  as  the 
invasion  of  Cortez. 

San  LuisPolusi  is  a beautiful  town  with  some  sixty 
thousand  people.  We  arrived  there  on  the  5th  ol 
February,  and  left  the  15lh.  We  passed  a number 
ol  small  towns  containing  from  three  lo  eight  thou- 
sand people,  an  1 arrived  at  Queretaro  on  the  2isl. 
This  city  1 tiad  never  heard  of  before,  it  is  the  liand- 
somesl  1 have  seen,  and  its  reported  population  va- 
ried from  lliiriy  lo  seventy  thousand  souls.  The 
buildings  are  truly  superb,  and  the  aqueduct,  which 
supplies  the  city  with  water,  is  indeed  magnificent. 

We  reached  llie  vicmily  of  this  place,  Mexico,  on 
the  27ib,  wheu  our  conductors,  learning  that  the 


civil  war  had  broken  out,  detained  us  at  a point 
three  leagues  ofl',  for  a day  and  a half—  to  preserve 
us  from  the  mob  as  they  said,  but  as  we  found  out, 
to  save  themselves,  as  not  knowing  which  party  was 
uppermost,  they  did  not  know  to  which  they  belong- 
ed. We  readied  llie  castle  after  midnight  and  were 
smuggled  into  it  with  great  privacy.  A few  mo- 
ments after  we  entered  an  alarm  was  raised  by  the 
discharge  of  four  guns  in  rapid  succession.  We 
heard  some  one  say  four  men  were  killed  and  ten 
had  escaped.  We  now  ascertained  that  we  were 
lodged  in  a prison  containing  about  two  hundred 
convicted  felons.  The  escape  made  it  necessary  to 
change  their  cells  and  they  w ere  brought  out  and 
passed  through  the  yard  where  we  were,  chained 
two  and  two,  and  placed  in  safe  dungeons.  The  flight 
was  yet  raging  in  the  city,  and  1 shall  never  forget 
ray  entree  into  the  city  of  the  Aztecs. 

The  civil  war  lasted  till  about  the  20th  ult.  when 
the  arrival  of  Santa  Anna  put  an  end  lo  it.  Whether 
there  were  many  killed  during  the  twenty  day’s 
fight  I do  not  know;  but  it  is  said  that  a great  many 
old  women,  cats  and  dogs  were  slain.  The  insurrec- 
tion wasa  god  send  to  Santa  Anna  as  it  furnished  him 
a small  job  after  his  dreadful  defeat  at  Buena  Vista. 
He  left  here  yesterday  with  the  shattered  fragments 
of  his  army,  pretending  that  he  would  immolate  him- 
self, if  need  be,  between  this  and  Vera  Cruz,  should 
Gen.  ScoU  attempt  lo  march  upon  the  capital. 

This  nation,  so  far  as  government  is  concerned, 
may  be  said  to  be  annihilated.  They  are  without 
an  army,  money,  or  men,  capable  of  ruling.  Santa 
Anna  himself  is  said  to  be  superior  lo  his  country- 
men only  in  knowledge  of  the  Mexican  character 
and  his  ability  in  humbugging  them.  Whether  a 
peace  would  follow  the  capture  of  this  city  is  ex- 
tremely uncertain;  amongst  our  friends  here  the  opi- 
nion is  it  will  not. 

General  Scott  having  taken  many  prisoners  at 
Vera  Cruz  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  being  ex- 
changed, in  which  case  we  will  rejoin  the  army  and 
probably  return  to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  wo 
would  had  we  never  been  captured.  [Santa  Anna 
appears  to  be  as  forgetful  as  his  friend  La  Vega,  as 
it  seems  to  have  escaped  his  memory  that  he  had 
engaged  with  Gen.  Taylor  for  the  release  of  these 
prisoners. — Eds.] 

I have  written  you  several  letters  since  my  capti- 
# # # # # Although  in  the 

city  of  Mexico  I have  seen  but  little  of  it — and  that 
little  through  the  iron  gratings  of  the  castle  of  Santiago. 
Whether  we  shall  be  indulged  with  a view  of  it  alter 
our  release,  1 know  not.  I trust  we  shall.  Your 
afl'ecliooate  brother.  JNO.  P.  GAINES. 

BATTLE  OF  SIERRA  GORDO. 

REPORTS  or  GEN.  SCOTT  TO  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PILLOW. 

Headquarters  1st  Brigade,  Volunteer  Division, 

Plan  del  Rio,  April  18,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  llie  honor  lo  report,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  that  in 
compliance  with  general  orders  No.  Ill,  I took  up  a 
position  with  my  brigade  in  front  of  the  works  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy’s  right  wing,  but  had  not  time 
lo  gain  this  position  before  the  attack  on  his  left 
commenced. 

My  command  was  composed  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
Tennessee  and  the  1st  and  2d  Pennsylvania'  foot  and 
a small  detachment  of  Tennessee  horse,  commanded 
by  Captain  Caswell,  and  Capt.  Williams’s  company 
of  Kentucky  volunteers.  It  was  divided  into  two 
storming  parties,  each  supported  by  a strong  reserve. 

It  was  my  intention  to  assail  with  these  parties  si- 
multaneously,  the  adjacent  angles  of  batteries  Nos. 

1 and  2— those  points  having  been  indicated  by  the 
engineer  officer  on  duty  with  the  brigade,  as  those 
proper  for  the  assault — and  thus.  If  possible,  turn  the 
whole  line  of  works;  but  before  the  proper  disposi- 
tions for  the  assault  could  be  made,  our  movements 
were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  who  immediately 
opened  upon  our  ranks  with  a most  galling  fire  of 
musketry,  grape  and  canister.  In  this  critical  posi- 
tion of  afl'airs,  I found  myself  compelled  either  to  re- 
tire beyond  the  range  of  Die  enemy’s  guns  to  com- 
plete my  dispo-silions  for  the  assault,  or  commence 
It  at  once  with  such  force  as  I had  already  in  posi- 
tion; but  apprehending  the  moral  effect  which  a re- 
treat might  produce  upon  troops  many  of  whom 
were  comparatively  inexperienced  and  unaccustom- 
ed to  fire,  1 resolved  to  adopt  the  latter  alternative. 

I therefore  directed  Col.  Haskell,  who  command- 
ed the  assaulting  force  intended  for  the  attack  of 
battery  No.  2,  to  assail  that  work  with  vigor,  and 
carry  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet;  his  party  moved 
onward  to  the  assault  with  great  energy  ami  enthu- 
siasm, but,  owing  lo  llie  many  serious  oostacles,  such 
as  dense  cliaparral  thickets  and  brush  entanglements 
the  unexpected  weight  of  artillery  fire  coiiceutrateU 
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upon  it  from  seven  gnns,  and  to  the  strong  support 
ing  force  of  infantry,  it  was  compelled  to  retire  with 
a great  loss  of  both  officers  and  men. 

In  the  mean  time,  Col.  Wynkoop,  who  command 
cd  the  storming  parly, designed  to  attack  battery  No. 

1,  succeeded  in  gaining  the  position  where  the  as 
sault  was  to  have  been  made;  but  finding  that  the  fin 
of  the  main  attack  on  the  em  my ’s  left  had  ceased,  1 
deemed  it  prudent  to  suspend  further  operations,  un 
til  it  should  recommence,  or  until  further  instiuclions 
should  he  received  from  the  general  in  cliief.  Mi 
whole  force  being  drawn  up  for  the  attack  of  battery 
No,.  1,1  remained  in  this  position  until  the  news  ol 
the  enemy’s  surrender  arrived,  when  1 withdrew  my 
command  to  the  national  road.  It  is  proper  to  state 
here,  that  Lieut.  Ripley,  of  the  artillery,  a>sisled  by 
Lieut.  Lairiley,  of  the  ordnance,  although  separated 
from  the  rest  of  my  command  by  their  position,  were 
actively  engaged  in  the  sen  ice  of  an  eight  inch 
howitzer,  w hich,  with  extraordinary  exertions,  they 
succeeded  in  having  dragged  over  the  heights  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  which  they  estab- 
lished so  as  to  obtain  an  enfilading  fire  upon  itic  ene 
my’s  lines. 

Col.  Haskell’s  assaulliiig  force,  composed  of  hi> 
own  regiment,  (2d  Tennessee  font,)  Captain  Willi- 
ams’s Kentiu  ky  company,  and  Capt.  Naylor’s  com- 
pany of  the  2nd  Pennsylvania  regiment,  being,  from 
the  nature  of  its  duties,  most  exposed  to  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  enemy,  sustained  llie  shock — both  officers 
and  men — with  a firmness  and  consiancy  worthy  ol 
high  commendation. 

In  the  action,  Col.  Campbell,  finding  that  I was 
too  severely  wounded  for  the  moment  to  give  orders, 
assumed  temporary  command,  and  began,  with  his 
accustomed  energy  and  promptitude,  dispositions  for 
another  attack,  which  was  only  deferred  by  myself 
for  reasons  before  staled. 

Lieutenants  Tower  and  McClellan,  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  displayed  great  zeal  and  activity  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  connexion  w ith  n4y 
command. 

My  stair — composed  of  Captain  Winship,  A.  A. 
G.,  Lieutenant  Rains,  iny  aid-de  camp,  and  Lieut. 
Anderson,  2d  Tennessee  foot,  acting  aid-de-camp — 
were  of  essential  service  to  me;  for  on  account  of 
my  wound  in  the  early  part  of  llie  action,  1 was  com- 
pelled to  rely  more  than  ordinarily  upon  their  assist 
anee. 

1 should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  as  well  as 
injustice  to  ray  rommand,  were  1 to  omit  a notice  ol 
their  coolness  and  good  conduct  generally  upon  'his 
occasion.  Although,  at  the  lime  of  the  assault,  the 
enemy  was  found  to  have  a much  larger  amount  of 
artillery  bearing  upon  the  approach  of  our  troops 
than  had  been  supposed,  and  whicii  had  been,  until 
the  moment,  concealed  by  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
as  w ell  as  by  artificial  an  argements,  still  none  seem 
ed  to  doubt  its  final  acccmplishment,  or  to  shrink 
from  its  performance. 

Respectfully  submitted,  G.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brig.  General  U.  S.  A. 

To  Wm.  H.  French,  A Aci'g.  Adj’t.  Gen. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  IIARNET. 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  Jipril  21,  1S47. 
Sir;  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  inst:  ow  ing  to  the 
illness  of  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  Smith,  I was  placed  in 
command  of  the  1st  brigade  of  the  2nd  division, 
and  it  is  ivow  my  grateful  duly  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  that  brigade  in  the  actions  of  U,e  17ih  and 
18lh  inst.  Our  encampment  at  Plan  del  Rio  enabled 
the  engineer  officers  to  make  frequent  and  close  ob- 
serralioDs  on  the  ei  emy’s  position,  and  it  was  as- 
certained that  he  had  foi  lifted  himself  on  a range  of 
hills  for  two  miles  in  a mountain  pass,  and  that  the 
last  of  his  works  was  on  the  Sierra  Gordo  which, 
from  ilt  position  and  defences,  wasconsideied  almost 
impregnable.  On  the  morning  of  the  17lh  the  2d 
division,  under  the  command  ol  Brig.  Gen.  Twiggs, 
■was  directed  to  turn  tile  enemy  by  the  right  fl.nk, 
and  I was  ordered  by  that  officer  to  seize  and  main- 
tain all  the  heights  in  the  nei,,liborhood  of  the 
Sierra  Gordo,  which,  from  their  proximity  and 
position,  might  be  of  advantage  in  an  alack  on  tlial 
lorlress.  Shortly  after  the  column  turned  off  to 
the  right  from  the  main  road.  Brevet  1st  Lieut. 
F.  Gardner,  7lh  infantry,  was  directed  with  his 
conipany  to  niove  to  the  crest  of  a liili  on  the  left, 
and  to  watch  tlie  eneu  y’s  movements.  While  in  the 
execution  of  this  oruer,  Lleul.  Gardner  became 
eng;  ged  w ilh  the  enemy  , but,  he  gallantly  maintain- 
ed his  position  against  tearful  odds,  until  he  was 
succored  by  the  riflemen  under  Major  Summer,  and 
the  arlillery  under  Col.  Childs,  who  drove  llie  ene- 
my, after  a seveie  conffl-,;t,  from  their  first  position, 
and  continued  liie  pursuit  until  they  made  a second 
stand  on  a lull  near  tlie  Sierra  Gordo,  within  the 
range  of  their  grape  and  catinister,  and  Irom  wliith 
our  troops  suffered  a severe  loss;  but  the  hill  was 


stormed  and  carried,  and  afterwards  maintained,  al- 
though the  enemy  made  three  successive  charges  to 
regain  it.  A portion  of  the  troops  under  Col.  Childs, 
led  on  by  their  zeal  and  impetuosity,  rushed  down  the 
hill  to  the  ascent  of  the  Sierra  Gordo,  but  as  an  attack 
was  not  intended  at  that  time  they  were  recalled  and 
joined  Gen.  Twiggs.  The  rifles  and  7ih  infantry 
.slept  on  the  hill,  and  to  that  point  were  brought,  in 
the  night,  a 24  pounder  and  two  24  howitzers,  which, 
at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  commenced  a cannon- 
ade on  the  enemy’s  fortification  on  the  Sierra  Gordo. 
Early  in  the  morning  1 was  reinforced  by  four  com- 
panies 1st  artillery,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Childs,  and 
six  companies,  31  infantry,  under  Capt.  Alexander, 
and  I immediately  gave  directions  to  the  different 
comrrianders  to  prepare  their  troops  for  storming 
Sierra  Gordo.  Ttie  rifles  were  directed  to  move  to 
Ihe  left  in  the  ravine  and  to  engage  the  enemy;  and 
I instructed  Major  Loring  that,  as  soon  as  I discov- 
ered that  he  had  commenced  the  attack,  1 would 
move  forward  the  storniing  force  which  I was  about 
to  organize.  The  7ih  infantry  was  formed  on  the 
right,  the  3d  infantry  on  the  left,  and  the  artillery 
was  formed  in  rear  of  the  infantry,  w’ith  orders  to 
support  it.  Observing  that  a large  force  was  mo- 
ving from  the  left  on  the  main  road,  towards  the 
Sierra  Gordo,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  advance  at 
once,  and  immediately  ordered  the  charge  to  be 
sounded  without  waiting  for  the  fire  of  the  riflemen. 
The  enemy  poured  upon  my  line  a most  galling  fire 
of  grape,  canriister,  and  musketry,  from  different 
positions  around  the  hill;  but  my  troops  advanced 
intrepidly  and  as  steadily  as  on  a parade  day.  1 
cannot  speak  too  ardently  of  their  animation,  zeal, 
and  courage  under  such  trying  circuinstaiices,  and 
w itliout  which  they  never  would  have  surmounted 
the  natural  and  artificial  obstacles  which  opposed 
their  progress.  Around  the  hill,  about  60  yards 
from  the  foot,  there  was  a breastwork  of  stone, 
which  wa.s  filled  with  Mexican  troops,  who  offered 
-an  obstinate  resistance,  continuing  to  fire  until  the 
troops  reached  the  breastwork,  and  where,  for  a 
few  moments,  bayonets  were  crossed.  Beyond  this, 
and  immediately  around  the  fort,  there  was  another 
work,  fi  om  which  our  advance  was  again  obstinately 
opposed;  but  the  troops  immediately  surmounted  it, 
carried  the  fort,  pulled  down  the  Mexican  flag,  and 
planted  our  colors  amid  the  proud  rejoicings  of  our 
troops.  Agreeably  to  instructions,  the  rifles  moved 
to  the  left,  where  they  became  engaged  with  a suc- 
coring force,  but  which  they  held  in  check,  notwith- 
standing a most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  en- 
trenchments and  from  the  musketry  in  front.  After 
the  enemy’s  cannon  had  been  captured,  1 directed 
Gaplain  Magruder  to  take  charge  of  the  pieces  and 
to  direct  their  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  he  execu- 
ted with  zeal  and  abiliij  . it  is  also  due  to  Lieut. 
Richardson  to  slate  that,  as  soon  as  he  came  into 
itie  fort,  he  look  possession  ol  one  of  the  enemy’s 
gun’s,  and,  with  his  men,  promptly  turned  it  with 
great  cHect  upon  Ihe  enemy.  1 also  diiected  Lieut. 
Colonel  Plyniplon,  at  the  same  time,  to  move  with 
his  regiment  into  the  Jalapa  road  to  cut  of}’ the  ene- 
my’s retreat,  which  he  promptly  executed,  and 
maiiilaiiied  his  position  utiUl  the  forts  and  lorces  of 
the  enemy  had  surrendered.  Such  is  a plain,  but  1 
know  an  imperfect  and  hasty  account  of  the  actions 
of  the  17lh  and  ISth  inst: 

For  further  particulars,!  would  respectively  refer 
the  commander  of  the  division  to  Ihe  reports  of  the 
difierent  commanders  of  regiments  which  are  here- 
with enclosed.  Ills  now  ray  delicate  duly  to  refer 
to  the  diflerenl  acts  of  personal  gallantry  displayed 
by  individual  officers,  non  commissioned  officers,  and 
privates;  and  as  many  of  these  did  not  come  under 
my  own  observation,  1 would  again  refer  the  com- 
mander of  the  division  to  the  ditferent  reports  of  the 
regimental  commanders,  with  the  hope  that  the  mer- 
its of  all,  however  humble  their  situation,  may  be 
properly  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  govern 
meiit.  To  Col.  Plympton,  Col.  Childs,  Major  Sum- 
ner, Major  Loring,  and  Capt.  Alexander,  my  espe- 
cial thanks  are  due  for  their  coolness,  zeal,  and  gal- 
lantry, and  for  the  promptitude  with  which,  on  all 
occasions,  they  executed  my  orders.  Captain  Step 
toe,  3d  arlillery,  Lieut.  Hagner,  and  Lieul.  Reno, 
Ordnance  department,  and  Lieul.  Seymour,  of  the 
arlillery,  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  manage- 
ment ol  the  artillery  on  the  hill.  Lieut.  G.  W. 
Smith,  of  the  engineers,  wiih  hiscomp-iny,  rendered 
very  efficient  service  in  his  own  department,  as  well 
as  in  storming  of  the  fort,  'i'he  conduct  of  Capt. 
Mason,  of  the  rifles,  rw  ho  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
lose  fiis  leg,  came  under  my  personal  observation, 
and  it  is  not  the  first  time  1 have  liad  an  opportunity 
ol  witnessing  his  coolness  and  intrepidity  in  danger. 
Capt.  Magruder’s  gallantry  was  conspicuously  dis- 
played on  several  occasions,  and  he  rendered  me  el'- 
ticient  service.  I lament  to  refer  to  the  death  ol 
Lieut.  Ewell,  wliose  gallant  demeanor,  throughout 


the  several  engagements  with  the  enemy,  attracted 
my  special  notice,  and  who  fell  in  the  breastwork 
nobly  leading  his  men  to  victory.  Particular  men- 
tion is  due  to  Capt.  Hanson  and  Lieut.  Gardner  for 
distinguished  gallantry.  Major  Bainbridge,  whose 
good  conduct  has  been  conspicuous  on  so  many  oc- 
casions since  the  war  witfi  Mexico,  was  the  second 
officer  in  rank  in  his  regiment,  and  deserves  my 
warmest  approbation  for  his  gallantry  and  prompti- 
tude. Especial  thanks  are  due  to  my  personal  staff, 
Lieul.  Van  Dorn,  7ih  infantry,  Lieut.  Oaks,  2d  dra- 
goons, and  Lieut.  Derby,  topographical  engineers, 
for  the  efficient  aid  which  they  rendered  me  both 
days  in  transmitting  my  orders,  and  for  the  individ- 
ual gallantry  which  they  uniformly  displayed.  Lieut. 
Derby  was  wounded,  and  Lieut.  Van  Dorn  killed 
two  Mexican  soldiers  at  the  breastwork  with  his 
own  hands.  1 have  been  reluctant  to  mention  the 
names  of  apy,  where  all  acted  w'ith  so  much  energy, 
zeal,  and  intrepidity;  no  doubt  many  behaved  as 
those  1 have  mentioned,  but  who  did  not  come  under 
my  observation;  and  1 know  that  all,  if  occasion  had 
offered,  would  have  gladly  embraced  the  opportuni- 
ty for  personal  distinction.  In  the  two  days,  I had 
in  my  brigade,  including  the  3J  infantry,  2 officers 
killed,  9 wounded;  29  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  killed,  175  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  wounded.  The  officers  killed  in  ray  com- 
mand are  Lieuls.  Ewell  and  Davis,  of  the  rifles; 

and  wounded — Major  Sumner,  Capt.  S.  3'.  Mason, 
Lieuts.  G.  McLane,  D.  H.  Maury;  and  A.  Gibbs, 
of  the  rifles;  Lieuts.  J.  N.  Ward  and  E.  Bee,  3d  in- 
faniry;  Lieul.  N.  T.  J.  Dana,  7th  infantry,  and  Lieut. 
Derby,  topographical  engineers. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  WM.  S.  HARNEY, 

Col.  2d  dragoons,  commanding  Lt  brigade. 

To  Lieut.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  A.  A.  A G.  2d  di- 
vision. 

Headquarters  1st  oirlillcry,  1st  Brigade. 

2d  Divisi-in,  Army  of  Invasion. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  from  Colonel  Har- 
ney, commanding  the  1st  brigade,  2J  division,  of  the 
army  of  invasion,  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery  under  my  command,  on  the  17th  and  18th 
of  April,  atCerro  Gordo. 

On  the  17ili,  the  2d  division  marched  from  Plana 
del  Rio  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  army.  In  taking  up  a position,  the  enemy 
appeared  in  large  force  on  the  hills  in  front  of  the 
mountain  of  Cerro  Gordo.  The  1st  brigade,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Harney,  consis'.ing  of  the 
rifle  regi  nent,  the  1st  artillery,  and  the  7th  infantry, 
were  ordered  to  drive  back  the  enemy.  'I'he  two 
first  named  regiments,  being  nearest  the  enemy,  ad- 
vanced  in  line;  under  a heavy  tire,  driving  Uie  Mex- 
icans from  hill  to  hill,  and  finally  to  their  stronghold, 
and  supposed  impregnable  position,  the  heights  of 
Cerro  Gordo.  In  passing  the  crest  of  the  hill  imme- 
diately in  front  of  Cerro  Gordo,  the  1st  artillery 
became  separated  from  the  left  of  the  rifles;  and, 
supposing  lhalasthe  action  had  commenced,  u would 
only  terminate  with  the  capture  of  the  height  before 
us,  and  hearing  a continued  fire  upon  my  left,  the 
1st  artillery  rushed  down  the  side  of  the  hill  and 
commenced  the  ascent  ol  Cerro  Gordo  ander  a most 
galling  fire. 

Having  reached  within  150  yards  of  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  1 found  that  no  other  troops  had  ad- 
vanced over  the  lull,  and  but  a portion  of  ray  own 
regiment,  consisting  of  a part  of  three  companies, 
and  amounting  only  to  about  60  men,  had  come  up; 
Captain  Magruder,  with  his  company,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Johnston,  with  a part  of  Lieuieuant  llaskiri’s 
company,  having  been  ordered  by  Major  Sumner  to 
remain  where  they  then  were,  in  rear  of  the  ciest  of 
the  hill,  in  froijt  of  Cerro  Gordo. 

Captain  Magruder,  in  attempting  afterwards  to  join 
me,  with  nine  of  his  men,  passed  gallantly  through 
a shower  of  bullets  from  the  enemy’s  musketry, 
and  Major  Sumner,  in  coming  to  my  support,  was 
wounded. 

Having  maintained  my  position  until  the  recall 
was  several  times  sounded,  and,  seeing  that  the  first 
attack  was  not  to  be  made,  I fell  back  with  only 
men  enough  to  cairy  down  the  wounded — having 
had  9 killed  and  23  wounded.  Before  leaving  my 
position  1 was  joined  by  Captain  Nauman,  who 
Irom  severe  indi.sposiliou,  had  not  been  able  to  keep 
up  with  his  company. 

I cannot  close  the  notice  of  the  operations  of  the 
regiment  on  this  day  without  calling  the  attention 
ol  the  commander  of  the  brigade  to  the  gallant 
conduct  ot  Captain  Buike,  acting  as  my  adjutant, 
to  Captain  Capron,  Lieuls.  Haskin  and  Braiman, 
who,  W'ith  the  few  men,  stood  the  deadly  fire  of  the 
enemy  and  encouraged  them  to  deeds  of  valor.— 
Among  those  who  particularly  distinguished  them- 
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selves,  were  Sergeants  Heymes,  Teahan,  and  Private 
O’Brien,  of  company  F;  Corporal  liilllebrand,  of 
company  B;  and  Corporals  Harvey,  Williams,  and 
Private  Bracklin,  >f  company  H. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  Lieut.  Gibbs,  of 
the  rifles,  with  ten  or  twelve  men,  having  become 
separated  from  his  regiment,  joineii  the  1st  artillery, 
and  was  particularly  active  and  gallant — having  shot 
one  of  the  enemy  with  his  pistol,  so  close  was  our 
proximity. 

On  the  18th,  the  1st  artillery  composed  a portion 
of  the  storming  party  that  so  gloriously  carried  the 
height  of  Cerro  Gordo,  defended  by  thousands  of 
Mexicans;  and  1 can  do  no  less  than  name  the  offi- 
cers who  participated  in  this  bloody  conflict,  all  of 
whom  deserve  the  notice  of  the  general  in  chief. — 
They  are  as  follows:  Captains  Nauman,  Magruder, 
Capron,  and  Burke;  Lieuls.  Haskin,  Dawson,  Bran- 
nan,  Coppee,  and  Hott'man. 

1 have  again  the  pleasure  to  speak  in  high  terras 
of  Sergeant  Holden,  of  company  F.  privates  Fer- 
guson and  Foster,  of  company  B.  and  Corporal 
Harvey  and  Private  Bracklin,  of  company  H. 

I beg  particularly  to  notice  the  untiring  attention 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  Steiner  to  the  wounded  of  the 
regiment,  and  to  those  of  the  enemy  that  fell  into 
our  hands.  His  professional  services  were  in  con- 
stant requisition  for  more  than  forty  eight  hours. 

I have  the  honor,  likewise,  to  transmit  a Mexican 
standard  captured  by  the  regiment. 

The  loss  of  the  1st  artillery,  on  this  d ly,  was  1 kil 
led,  and  17  wounded:  making  a total  of  10  killed  and 
40  wounded — amounting  to  one  third  of  the  men  ac- 
tually engaged.  All  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  CHILDS, 

Col  U.  S.  army,  commanding  1st  artillery. 
Lieut.  Exrl  Van  Dorn,  Act.  Ass’t  Ad’t  General 

Jalapa,  Mexico. 

Headquarters  Reg.  of  Mounted  Riflemen. 

Jalapa,  t^pril23,  1841. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  re- 
giment of  mounted  riflemen,  under  the  command  ol 
Major  Sumner,  was,  on  the  17th  instant,  directed,  in 
ad  vance  of  the  1st  brigade,  2d  division  of  regulars, 
then  in  motion,  to  take  position  with  a view  ol  turn- 
ing or  storming  the  enemy’s  position  at  the  main 
height  of  the  “Cerro  Gordo.”  The  first  squadron  ol 
riflemen  was  halted  about  400  yards  of  the  point  of 
attack,  partly  under  cover  from  the  enemy’s  batte- 
ries. While  awaiting  orders,  it  was  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy’s  battery  in  front  and  their  skirmishers  on 
its  left  flank.  The  squadron  was  immediately  de- 
ployed, and  a charge  ordered.  Simultaneously  with 
this  the  enemy  was  attacked  upon  thesummitand 
farther  slope  of  the  hill  by  the  regiment  of  riflemen 
and  a company  of  infantry.  The  enemy  was  driven 
from  this  position  under  cover  of  their  own  batteries. 
In  this  attack  Major  Sumner,  commanding  the  regi. 
ment  of  mounted  riflemen,  was  severely  wounded 
and  carried  to  the  rear,  leaving  myseli  in  conunami. 
The  rear  squadrons  having  been  deployed  on  the  left 
as  skirmishers,  advanced  and  continued  ttie  attack 
and  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  into  their  works. 
At  this  time  the  mountain  howitzer  battery  having 
been  placed  in  position  upon  tlie  height  from  which 
the  enemy  was  driven,  the  regiment  was  directed  to 
sustain  the  battery  in  place,  and  also  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  turning  our  left  flank  — a large  force 
being  seen  advancing  down  the  Jalapa  road  from  the 
mam  height  towards  the  two  others — and  here  re- 
mained tlirough  the  day  and  during  the  night,  assis- 
ting, with  others,  in  sustaining  the  heavy  batteries 
that  were  planted.  At  the  dawn  of  day  the  brigade 
was  Ol  dered  to  prepare  for  battle.  Alan  early  hour, 
and  uelore  the  attack  upon  the  main  work,  a large 
succoring  force  was  seen  advancing  on  the  Jalapa 
road;  the  rifles  were  ordered  to  pass  to  the  left,  attract 
tbe  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  keep  them  in  check 
until  the  storming  of  the  lieights  commenced,  in 
which  the  regiment  was  to  join  on  ttie  lellflanL — 
During  this  ditersion,  it  was  exposed  to  a galling 
and  destructive  fire  of  round,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  upon  its  front  and  both  flanks,  from  the 
enemies’  tiiree  main  entrenchments  and  baiteries,  in 
which  it  sutfered  great  loss.  In  this  movement,  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  w..s  held  in  check,  which, 
from  their  position,  would  have  been  able  to  have 
turned  ttie  assaulting  column.  The  general  assault 
having  been  ordered,  a portion  of  the  regiment  join- 
ing in  it,  the  works  having  been  carried  before  the 
whole  line,  which  was  necessarily  exLeri  led  to  the 
left,  could  possibly  reach  the  heights;  this  being 
eUected,  the  regiment,  with  others,  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  heights,  lii  a very  short  time  the 
enemy  snrrendered.  'J  he  regiment  of  mounted  rifle- 
men loliowed,  in  company  with  others,  the  retrea.- 
ing  army  to  w ithin  10  miles  of  Jalapa. 


The  distinguished  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment  of  mounted  rifles  was  so  universal 
that  the  task  of  discriminating  is  one  of  extreme 
difficulty. 

Foremost  in  the  assaulting  column,  and  that  in  the 
enemy’s  citadel,  was  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  Ewell,  of 
company  “A,”  wko,  in  desperate  personal  conflict 
with  the  last  of  the  retreating  foe,  fell  mortally  woun- 
ded on  the  scene  of  his  imperishable  glory. 

The  regiment  has  also  to  deplore  the  death  of  2d 
Lieut.  Thomas  Davis,  company  “H,”  who  was  killed 
gallantly  advancing  to  the  attark. 

Capt.  Mason,  of  company  “F.”  had  his  leg  carried 
oR’by  a round  shot  whilst  leading  his  company  into 
action,  and  Lieut.  D.  H.  Maury  had  his  arm  shatter- 
ed in  the  conflict  of  the  preceding  morning. 

It  is  due  the  regimental  stalf,  Lieut.  Frost,  regi- 
mental quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  Hatch,  adjutant,  to 
state  that  they  were  upon  all  occasions  found  where 
their  services  were  most  wanted,  and  throughout 
both  days  highly  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  LORING, 
Major  Conidg.  R.  M.  R. 

To  Col.  W.  S.  Harnet, 

Coiiidg.  1st  Brigade  Regulars. 


Headquarters  2d  Regiment,  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Jalapa,  IVIexico,  April  20,  1847. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  brigade 
headquarters,  1 have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing facts  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  U.  S infantry,  which  I had  the  honor  to 
commend  at  the  recent  engagement  at  the  heights  of 
the  Cerro  Gordo  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  instant. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  instant, 
the  “rifles”  engaged  the  enemy  on  a height  just  to 
the  left  of  their  centre  and  drove  off  a large  force 
and  carried  the  first  height,  when  the  second  infantry 
was  ordered  forward  to  their  support;  and  on  arriving 
in  position  was  ordered  to  halt  uiiiil  further  orders. 
Shortly  after,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  press  for- 
ward to  the  support  of  Brevet  C il.  Childs’  command , 
then  engaged  in  advance;  but  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  which  was  rocky  and  precipitous,  and 
to  the  distance  from  these  latter,  they  had  been 
withdrawn  before  it  could  come  up  with  them.  All 
of  this  time  a plunging  and  galling  fire  was  kept  up 
by  the  enemy  from  their  batleries  and  their  musketry 
without  intermission.  Lieut.  Jarvis,  commanding 
company  “A,”  was  wounded  so  as  to  be  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  field,  and  the  command  ol  the  compa- 
ny was  given  to  Lieut.  Davis.  Two  privates  were 
also  slightly  wounded. 

The  regiment  did  not  engage  the  enemy  on  that 
afternoon  owing  to  there  not  being  time  enough  to 
do  so  before  it  would  be  dark;  and  accordingly  it 
was  placed  under  partial  cover  near  the  base  of  the 
height  above  mentioned,  and  on  which  our  battery 
was  afterwards  posted.  We  remained  during  the 
night  on  our  arras  in  order  of  battle,  completely 
commanding  the  pass. 

It  aflbrds  me  pleasure  to  mention  that  it  has  been 
reported  to  me  that  Lieut.  Harden,  in  charge  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  division,  was  constantly  employed 
in  preparing  a road  suitable  for  artillery  to  advance 
in,  under  a heavy  fire,  which  service  he  performed 
with  much  coolness  and  energy. 

Early  in  tbe  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  the  re. 
giment  was  ordeed  forward  to  take  position  on  tbe 
Jalapa  road  in  rear  of  tbe  enemy’s  works.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  movement,  which  had  to  be 
made  directly  across  a ravine  swept  by  the  enemy’s 
batteries.  Captain  Patten, eommanding  company  ‘K,’ 
had  his  left  hand  nearly  cut  otf  by  a grape  shot,  and 
the  command  of  his  company  devolved  upon  Sergeant 
Shaw,  w ho  behaved  well  throughout  the  day.  'J’he 
enemy  appeared  increasing  in  numbers  all  over  the 
sides  of  the  hills  along  which  il  was  necessary  to 
pass,  and  an  order  was  given  for  a detachment  to 
be  sent  out  to  drive  them  olf  at  every  hazard 

Capt.  Penrose,  coniinanding  company  “I,”  and 
Lieut.  Davis,  commanding  company  “A,”  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  the  former,  were  detached 
and  deployed  as  shinnishers  for  this  purpose,  and  1 
soon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  charging  up 
the  height  in  rear  of  the  main  work  of  the  enemy  in 
a most  gallant  manner,  and  driving  them  from  their 
positions  on  the  tieiglil;  while  engaged  in  which, 
Capt.  Smith, commanding  company  “B,”  and  shortly 
alter,  Capt.  Anderson,  commandiiig  company  “H,” 
were  in  like  manner  detached;  and  I beg  to  refer  to 
the  reports  of  Capts.  Smith,  _ Penrose,  and  Anderson, 
herewith  enclosed,  fur  mfurmalion  respecting  their 
commands. 

During  most  of  this  time  the  regiment  had  been 
advaucing  towards  the  Jalapa  road,  but  was  at  the 
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same  time  ascending  the  height  in  reverse  around 
the  Bides  of  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  deploy  as 
skirmishers.  No  sooner  had  this  height  become  ours 
than  the  enemy  appeared  in  large  force  on  the  Jalapa 
road,  and  we  were  ordered  to  hasten  to  that  point. 
Cafit.  Canby  with  a small  detachment,  accompanied 
by  Lieut.  Lyon,  pressed  hotly  on  their  rear,  and  were 
soon  in  possession  of  a battery  of  three  pieces  which 
had  been  firing  upon  us  in  reverse. 

The  Jalapa  road  was  now  gained,  and  the  enemy 
were  flying  in  all  directioas. 

Owing  to  the  very  difficult  character  of  ihe  ground, 
orders  could  not  be  communicated  to  the  whole  re- 
giment  simultaneously,  nor  to  even  parts  of  it  sepa- 
rated but  a short  distance  from  each  other. 

Capt  Kingsbury,  acting  major  of  ihe  regiment,  and 
Lieut.  Jones,  the  adjutant  of  the  2J  infantry,  did 
much  to  ensure  a harmony  of  action,  and  by  Iheir 
untiring  exertions  contributed  to  the  general  result 
of  the  day. 

It  give.''  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  whole  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  infaniry,  officers  and  men,  behaved 
with  so  much  gallantry,  that  1 am  forced  to  regret  1 
cannot  make  any  more  special  mention  of  individu- 
als than  1 have  done. 

“A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded”  is  enclosed 
herewith. 

“I  am  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MORRIS, 
Capt.  2d  Reg.  Inf.  Com’g. 

Capt.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  A.  A.  A.  Gen.  Headquarters 

2d  Brig.  2 I Division. 

Headquarters  2d  Brigade,  2d  dioision, 
Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  20,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  brigadier  general  commanding  the  divi- 
Sion,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  inv 
brigade  before  Sierra  Gordo,  in  the  aflairs  of  the 
17th  and  18th  instants.  On  the  morning  of  the  17ih 
and  while  on  the  march  from  the  camp  at  El  Plana 
del  Rio,  the  31  infantry,  commanded  by  Capiam  £. 
B.  Alexander,  was  detached  from  my  command  by 

the  orders  of  the  brigadier  general  commandiri". 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  1 received  his°  in- 
structions to  move  with  the  2d  infantry.  Captain  T. 
Morris  coiHmanding,  to  the  heights  in  front  of  ihe 
Cerro  Gordo,  on  which  the  first  brigade  was  then 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  to  make  an  attack 
wherever  I could  do  so  with  eflect.  'J’hat  regiment 
was  accordingly  led  to  the  top  of  the  top  of  the  first 
height,  and  ordered  to  hall  until  ihe  rearshould  close 
up.  In  order  to  learn  the  position  of  affairs,  1 im- 
mediately proceeded  to  the  opposite  hill,  then  occu- 
pied by  the  regiment  of  mou.ited  riflemen,  when  I 
was  informed  by  Colonel  Harney,  commanding  the 
1st  brigade,  that  no  additional  force  was  required  at 
that  point,  but  that  il  was  essential  that  the  height  I 
had  just  left  should  be  held.  Orders  were  immedi- 
ately sent  to  ihe2J  infantry  to  remain  in  the  position 
It  then  occupied.  Before  the  order  could  be  com- 
municated, one  of  the  leading  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment  (A)  had  crossed  the  ravine  separating  the 
heights,  and  was  then  lying  under  cover  on  tbe  left 
of  the  rifles.  A few  minutes  afterwards  1 was  re- 
quested by  Colonel  Harney  to  move  my  command 
around  the  hill  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Childs 
commanding  1st  artillery,  who  was  warmly  engaged* 
on  the  opposite  side,  and  required  support,  whilst  a 
direct  attack  would  be  made  by  his  command  over 
the  crest  of  the  hill.  The  advanced  company  of  the 
2d  infantry  was  accordingly  ordered  around  iho 
ridge,  and  halted  under  cover  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  which  Colonel  Childs’s  command  was  engaged 
for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  the  regiment  before 
assailing  the  hill.  The  remainder  ol  the  2d  infantry, 
being  still  in  the  position  in  which  it  had  been  halted* 
did  lut  reach  the  new  position.  The  attach  having 
been  suspended,  and  the  command  of  Cjlonel  Cnilds 
withdrawn,  it  was  hailed,  and  look  up  a position  on 
the  road  near  the  b dteries.  The  4lh  artillery  had 
remained,  during  the  interval,  as  the  guard  for  fal- 
con’s and  'i’aylur’s  batteries.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  night  this  regiment  was  employed  in  the 
arduous  duty  of  placing  the  guns  of  the  heavy  battery 
in  their  positions  on  the  height  in  front  of  the  ene- 
my’s castle.  'I  he  2d  infantry  was  established  upon 
the  pass  leading  to  the  Jalapa  road,  and  retained 
that  position  during  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  ol  the  I8th  my  brigade  was 
moved  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  left  on  the 
Jalapa  road,  under  the  guidance  of  Captain  Lee  of 
the  engineers,  who  was  supported  by  company  D 
4th  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Benjamin.  This* 
movement  was  made  under  a heavy  fire  from  the 
castle  and  from  the  enemy’s  infantry  posted  on  the 
ridge  on  our  left.  When  the  advance  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry reached  the  foot  of  this  ridge,  two  coiiipduies 
of  that  regiment  (A  and  1)  were  detached  lor  ihe 
purpose  of  driving  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.^ 
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Orders  were  at  the  same  time  given  Major  Gardner 
to  make  a similar  detachment  when  the  head  of  his 
regiment  should  reach  that  point.  The  remainder  of 
the  brigade  moved  on  in  the  original  direction  until 
halted  by  the  orders  of  the  brigadier  general  com- 
manding, who  also  soon  afterwards  detached,  in 
succession,  company  B,  Capt.  Smith,  and  company 
H,  Captain  Anderson,  of  the  2d  infantry,  and  the  4th 
artillery,  to  support  the  companies  first  thrown  for- 
ward. The  remainder  of  tha  2d  infantry  was  im- 
mediately afterwards  ordered  up  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. Companies  B and  H,  of  the  2nd  infantry, 
joining  A and  I already  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
gallantly  stormed  the  reverse  of  Cerro  Gordo,  driv- 
ing the  Mexicans  from  before  them  with  great  loss, 
and  gaining  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  same  moment 
that  the  1st  brigade  reached  it  from  the  front— -the 
advance  of  both  brigades  meeting  near  the  castle, 
and  joining  in  the  pursuit  beyond  the  hill.  Of  the 
companies  of  the  4th  artillery  and  2nd  infantry,  last 
ordered  up  the  hill  but  one,  the  advanced  company 
of  the  latter,  under  Lieut.  Lyon,  reached  the  crest  in 
time  to  be  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

From  the  crest  of  the  hill  1 discovered  that  the 
enemy’s  batteries  on  the  plain  below,  which  were 
still  firing  upon  us,  could  be  turned  on  the  right  and 
earned.  I immediately  directed  the  advance  of  the 
2d  infantry,  guided  by  Captain  Canby,  to  move  down, 
attack,  and  carry  the  batteries,  and  ordered  the 
whole  brigade  to  move  as  soon  as  possible  into  the 
enemy’s  camp.  A few  minutes  after  these  orders 
were  given,  I received,  through  Lieut.  Tilden,  my 
acting  aid,  the  orders  of  the  brigadier  general  com- 
manding to  move  with  my  brigade  upon  the  enemy’s 
left.  The  movement  in  that  direction,  already  com- 
menced, was  accordinicly  hastened;  but,  from  the 
great  difficulty  in  communicating  orders,  it  was  some 
time  before  my  command  was  collected.  The  bat- 
teries in  the  camp  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy  af- 
ter a few  harmless  shots  as  our  men  approached  them 
that  on  the  right,  of  three  guns,  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  advance  of  my  brigade;  the  one  on  the 

left two  guns — by  a body  of  volunteers.  A portion 

of  company  “D,”  under  Lieut.  Lyon,  was  pushed  on 
in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy,  and  company  “E,” 
under  Lieut.  Schureman,  was  established  as  a guard 
over  the  property  found  in  the  enemy’s  camp. 

I'he  whole  of  my  command,  every  portion  of  which 
came  under  my  observation  at  some  period  of  the 
operations,  was  characterized  by  the  utmost  coolness 
and  steadiness  when  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  could  not  be  returneJ,  and  the  most 
intrepid  gallantry  when  closely  engaged. 

To  the  commanders  of  the  4th  artillery,  Major 
Gardner,  and  of  the  21  infantry,  Capt.  Morris,  much 
credit  is  due  for  the  promptness  in  transmitting  my 
orders,  and  in  moving  their  commands  in  obedience 
to  them,  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty — the 
nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  extended  order  of  the 
troops  being  such  that  council  of  actions  was  almost 
impossible. 

My  staff  officers,  Captain  Canby,  A.  A.  G.,  and 
Lieutenant  Tilden,  2nd  infantry,  ray  acting  aid,  was 
constantly  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  17ih  and 
18th,  either  in  communicating  orders  or  in  con- 
ducting detachments;  and  by  their  intelligence  and 
activity  in  both  capacities,  rendered  highly  valuable 
services. 

Although  not  appropriately  within  the  range  of 
this  report,  yet  coming  under  my  immediate  obser- 
vation, I cannot  refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to 
the  intrepid  coolness  and  gallantry  exhibited  by  Capt. 
Lee,  United  Slates  engineers,  when  conducting  the 
advance  of  my  brigade  under  the  heavy  flank  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

In  this  connexion,  the  attention  of  the  brigadier 
general  commanding  is  particularly  called  to  the  cool 
and  gallant  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  sup- 
porting company,  Lieut.  Benjamin,  4ih  artillery. 
The  officers  mentioned  by  battalion  and  detachment 
commanders,  in  almost  every  instance,  came  under 
my  own  observation,  and  I am  happy  in  adding  my 
own  testimony  to  that  of  their  immediate  command- 

^^Aulhenticated  copies  of  their  reports, and  a return 
of  the  killed,  and  wounded,  and  missing,  of  the  bri- 
gade, are  herewith  enclosed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

B.  RILEY, 

Brevet  colonel  commanding  2d  brigade. 
Lieut.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  Acting  Ass’t.  Adj’t.  Gen., 

2d  division. 


Headquarters  llh  infantry, 
Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  20ih,  1847. 

Sir  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I have  the  honor 
to  report  that  the  1st  bncade,2!  division  of  regulars, 
broke  camp  at  El  Plano  del  Rio,  and  moved  under 
vour  command,  at  8 o’clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  17th  insl., 
to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  euemy,  if  possible,  ami 


attack  him  in  rear  of  his  strong  fortified  position,  in 
the  mountain  pass  of  El  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  watchfulness  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  the  great 
labor  we  had  to  perform,  enabled  him  to  discover 
our  movement  before  vve  had  effected  the  object; 
hence  a partial  engagement  was  brought  on,  and  one 
company  (E)  7th  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Brevet  1st  Lieutenant  F.  Gardner,  was  detached  to 
skirmish  with  the  enemy  on  our  left  flank,  and  the 
regiment  under  my  comman  l,  then  forming  the  left 
of  your  brigade,  was  ordered  by  Brigadier  General 
Tvviggs  to  advance  on  the  general  route  to  check  the 
enemy’s  advance  in  that  direction  from  a strong  po- 
sition on  the  height  from  one  hundred  to  six  hundred 
yards. 

The  enemy,  seeing  his  views  frustrated  at  this 
point,  turned  his  attention  to  the  vigorous  attack 
made  by  our  troops  on  his  advance  on  our  left;  upon 
which  General  Twiggs  ordered  me  to  march  nty  re- 
giment by  the  left  flank  up  the  height,  and  report  to 
you,  to  support  and  relieve  the  mounted  riflemen, 
and  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  gel  water  Upon 
reporting  to  you,  I placed  my  regiment  in  the  line 
established  a little  below  the  crest  of  the  height, 
within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy’s  battery. 

At  this  time  he  had  been  driven  back,  in  which 
Lieutenant  Gardner  participated,  and  rendered  signal 
service.  On  the  morning  of  the  18ih,  you  directed 
me  to  advance  my  regiment  by  the  right  flank,  so  as 
to  cover  the  space  made  by  a company  of  riflemen 
which  bad  left  to  join  its  main  body,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared to  storm  the  enemy’s  fort  on  the  height.  This 
order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  regiment  waited 
in  silence  for  the  word  of  command,  ‘charge.’  This 
being  repealed,  the  regiment  charged  with  cheers — ■ 
passing  the  crest  of  this  height,  and  ascending  under 
a raking  fire  of  grape  and  cannister  and  a heavy  fire 
of  musketry  on  my  right,  and  extending  towards  the 
left  and  front. 

Under  the  disadvantage  of  the  enemy’s  heavy  fire, 
and  the  rough  and  steep  ascent  of  the  mountain,  to 
reach  the  fort  at  its  summit,  the  same  spirit  prevail- 
ed in  the  regiment  from  right  to  left,  and  although  it 
paused  for  a few  moments  for  breath,  and  to  force 
back  the  enemy,  who  made  a strong  effort  to  turn  my 
right  flank,  in  which  I found  it  necessary,  with  the 
sufficient  aid  of  Major  Biiiibridge,  to  stengthen 
and  restore  the  line  which  has  been  weakened 
under  the  enemy’s  destructive  fire,  and  particu- 
larly after  Lieutenant  Dana  fell,  supposed  mortally 
wounded.  1 then  directed  Major  Bainbridge  to  at- 
tend to  the  right,  whilst  1 examined  the  position  of 
the  centre  and  left.  At  this  lime  the  command 
“charge”  was  renewed,  and  the  front  was  carried 
by  a simultaneous  rush  of  the  7th  infantry,  driving 
back  the  enemy  with  much  slaughter;  the  enemy’s 
flag  at  this  moment  being  taken  down  by  the  intrepid 
and  gallant  Quartermaster  Sergeant  Henry,  and  the 
flag  and  standard  of  the  7ih  infantry  were  raised  and 
floateil  in  its  place  by  the  brave  color  sergeants  Brad- 
ford, Brady,  and  Murphy,  whom  Lieut.  Page,  adju- 
tant, had  left  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  down  the 
height.  It  would  appear  invidious  to  name  any  one 
gentleman  in  commission  of  the  regiment  for  any 
individual  act  of  gallantry  over  another  upon  this 
gallant  occasion,  for  all  were  individually  determin 
ed  to  execute  your  orders  to  carry  the  fort  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  due  to  remark,  that  the  first  officers 
who  entered  the  fort  ol  the  enemy  were  Captains 
Paul,  Whiling,  and  Handson,  1st  Lieuts.  Henshaw, 
Little,  Adjutant  Page,  Gantt,  and  Brevet  1st  Lieut. 
Gardner. 

The  enemy  was  driven  out  with  great  slaughter, 
and  their  guns  turned  upon  them. 

After  the  firing  of  the  enemy  had  ceased  at  this 
point  you  ordered  me  to  pul  myself  at  the  head  of 
of  the  regiment,  descend  the  mountain  to  the  National 
road  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  which  or- 
der was  promptly  obeyed;  and  I believe  your  object 
thereby  secured,  as  many  thousands  of  the  enemy 
immediately  surrendered. 

Deeming  it  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  gentle- 
men in  commission  of  the  7ih  infanlry  on  this  oc- 
casion, 1 herewith  annex  a list  of  their  names,  viz: 

Major  Bainbridge,  Captain^  Ross,  Whiting,  Paul, 
and  Hanson,  1st  Lieutenants  Henshaw,  Little,  (regi- 
menial  quartermaster,)  Humber,  Adjutant  Page, 
Gantt,  Dana,  Brevet  1st  Lieut.  Gardner,  2d  Lieut. 
Smith,  and  Brevet  2d  Lieut.  Maxie. 

I am  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  FLYMPTON, 
Lieutenant  Col.  7th  infantry 
To  Lieut.  E.  Van  Dorn,  Aid-de  Camp. 

Headquarters  ith  Artillery, 
Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  19,  1847. 

Sir.  In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained 
in  the  circular' of  this  date,  addressed  to  regimental 
commanders,  I have  '.he  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  the  4th  artillery  on  the  17  th  and  18ih  inst.  j 


The  regiment  forming  the  right  of  the  2d  brigade 
of  the  2d  division,  under  my  command,  marched  with 
the  division  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  in  its  place, 
in  the  order  of  battle,  on  the  difficult  and  critical  ex- 
pedition of  turning  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  through  a 
road  of  three  or  four  miles  in  extent  for  the  most 
part  cut  the  previous  day. 

Nothing  worthy  of  special  remark  occurred  until 
the  divi.sion  had  arrived  near  the  enemy’s  strong 
point,  called  the  Cerro  Gordo,  where  the  division 
was  met  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  fire  becom- 
ing very  warm,  and  the  right  flank  of  the  troops  en- 
gaged being  threatened,  I was  ordered  to  cover  with 
one  company  the  advance  of  the  mounted  howitzer 
battery,  the  remaining  companies  to  cover  Captain 
Taylor’s  battery,  itself  threatened,  through  a gorge 
in  the  mountain.  Our  troops  maintained  the  posi- 
tion acquired  on  the  height,  and  all  bivouacked  for 
the  night. 

The  4th  artillery  was  then  employed  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  in  the  extremely  arduous 
duty  of  taking  the  heavy  gun  and  howitzer  battery  to 
the  height  wrested  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I8th  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  join  the  2d  infanlry  and  proceed  on  the  line 
turning  the  enemy’s  left — company  D,  under  Lieut. 
Benjamin,  being  detached  as  a guard  to  Capt.  Lee, 
of  the  engineers. 

The  regiment  was  halted  some  fifteen  minutes,  and 
was  then  ordered  by  the  general  of  division  rapidly 
to  advance — passing  under  the  fire  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  file  to  the  right  into  a ravine.  Our  flank  being 
here  exposed,  a portion  of  the  regiment,  under  the 
order  and  lead  of  the  general  of  division,  rapidly  ad- 
vanced up  the  height  to  join  in  the  operations  there. 
The  regiment  reassembled  on  the  height,  and  then 
descended  to  the  Jalapa  road,  and  with  its  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  this  city. 

I would  remark,  that  to  Brevet  Major  Brown, 
with  Lieutenant  Howe  (the  adjutant)  and  Lieuti. 
Benjamin,  Porter  and  Gill,  the  main  credit  is  due,  so 
far  as  the  regiment  was  concerned  of  taking  the  hea- 
vy ordnance  up  the  height  that  bore  upon  the  enemy’s 
works;  and  may  be  allowed  to  add,  (probably  a little 
out  of  place,)  that  the  major,  with  Capt.  Drum  and 
Lieuts.  McCowen  and  Benjamin,  rendered  highly 
valuable  services  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion on  the  previous  day. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obed’t.  serv’t., 

J.  L.  GARDNER, 

Maj.  4lh  Artillery,  comd’g.  regiment. 
Capt.  E.  R.  S.  Canbt,  Assistant  Adj’t.  General,  2J 

brigade,  2d  division. 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  April  21,  1847. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of 
the  howitzer  and  rocket  battery,  under  my  com- 
mand, while  the  2d  division,  under  General  Twiggs, 
was  forcing  the  pass  of  Cerro  Gordo  on  the  17ih  and 
18th  inst. 

On  the  17th  we  followed  the  1st  brigade  closely 
without  assistance,  until  it  ascended  the  hill  on  which 
the  enemy  was  posted,  w hen  a halt  was  necessary  till 
the  general  decided  whether  we  should  continue 
round  the  hill  or  take  post  on  the  top. 

During  the  halt.  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  rifle 
regiment,  temporarily  attached  to  the  battery,  was 
wounded,  and  some  other  slight  damage  done  to  hor- 
ses and  battery. 

Two  pieces,  and  one-half  our  rockets,  were  soon 
ordered  up  the  hill,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Reno,  who,  assisted  by  ten  of  the  rifle  regiment, easi- 
ly and  quickly  placed  them  in  a good  position  in  ad- 
vance of  our  line  ef  troops. 

The  enemy  shortly  after  appeared  forming  in  the 
ravine  and  on  the  slope  of  their  hill  in  large  numbers 
as  if  to  attack,  but  a few  well  directed  rounds  from 
the  howitzers  scattered  and  drove  them  back  in  con- 
fusion to  their  entrenchments. 

Orders  were  then  given  by  Col.  Harney,  who  com- 
manded, to  cease  firing,  unless  the  enemy  approach- 
ed, and  the  pieces  were  withdrawn  to  within  our 
line  on  the  hill. 

The  other  two  sections,  under  Lieuts.  Callender 
and  Gordon,  were  thrown  to  the  extreme  right  to 
command  the  gorge  of  our  route,  when  the  enemy 
formed  for  the  attack,  and  the  baltery  remained  as 
thus  posted  till  the  18ih,  except  one  piece,  under 
Lieut.  Gordon,  withdrawn  and  held  in  reserve  dur- 
ing the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18lh,  two  sections,  under 
Lieutenants  Callender  and  Gordon,  were  in  readi- 
ness to  follow  the  right,  but  the  pass  having  been 
blocked  by  a section  of  artillery,  they  could  not  be 
brought  into  action  as  desired,  but  were  able  to  fol- 
low handsomely  ihe  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
enemy. 

The  section  and  rockets  on  the  hill,  under  Lieut. 
Reno,  opened  and  fired  on  the  euemy  with  great  ef- 
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feet,  till  our  troops  had  closed  on  them — the  rockets 
first  towards  the  enemy’s  left,  below  the  hill  into  the 
cover  occupied  by  his  advanced  force,  and  then  the 
howitzers,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Harney,  towards 
his  right  at  troops  in  the  hollovv  and  a battery,  while 
the  1st  brigade  was  so  gallantly  storming  the  heights 
in  front. 

Thirty  rockets  and  forty  rounds  of  spherical  case 
shot  were  fired  in  all  by  Lieutenant  Reno,  who  de- 
serves great  credit  for  his  judicious  placing  of  the 
battery,  and  his  cool  and  gallant  conduct  in  so  eflSci- 
ently  using  it. 

Tho  ivhole-comnnand  behaved  as  was  to  have  been 
expected,  and  we  are  fortunate  in  escaping  with  but 
one  man  severely  wounded. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  G.  H.  TALCOTT, 

Major  commanding. 

Lieutenant  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  2d  divi- 
sion of  reg. 

Headquarters  3d  Infantry, 
Jalapa,  April  20,  1847. 

Colonel:  On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  3d  in- 
fantry marched  from  the  Plana  del  Rio,  with  the 
balance  of  the  division,  to  the  attack  of  the  rear  of 
the  enemy’s  works  at  Cerro  Gordo;  but  after  the  co 
lumn  had  proceeded  some  four  or  five  miles,  I was 
ordered  to  await  the  arrival  of  a 24-pounder  and 
howitzer  battery,  and  to  conduct  them  to  their  posi- 
tion. This  was  a duty  of  much  heavy  labor,  and  was 
not  completed  until  some  time  after  dark;  so  that  my 
regiment  did  not  have  the  good  fortune  to  participate 
in  the  achievements  of  that  day.  Early  on  the  mor- 
ning of  the  18th  instant,  1 was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
the  top  of  the  height,  occupied  by  our  troops,  and  to 
report  to  yourself.  Upon  arriving  there,  I was  in- 
formed that  the  Mexican  works  on  the  opposite 
height  were  to  be  immediately  stormed.  The  3d 
infantry  was  formed  on  the  left  of  the  front  line  of 
the  attacking  force;  and  when  the  order  was  given  to 
advance,  it  moved  steadiliy  over  the  hill,  under  the 
heavy  fire  of  cannister  and  grape  which  was  poured 
in  from  the  opposite  height.  That  height  was  as- 
cended with  the  same  steadiness,  the  enemy  was 
successively  driven  from  his  different  lines  of  breast- 
works, and  in  an  almost  incredible  short  time,  consi- 
dering the  obstacles  natural  and  artificial,  the  height 
was  ours. 

1 trust  J will  be  pardoned  if  I indulge  in  a slight 
expression  of  pride  at  the  conduct  of  my  regiment 
throughout  this  affair;  and  when  it  is  considered  that 
it  was  composed  of  at  least  one  half  raw  recruits, 
who  had  only  had  the  benefit  of  some  eleven  days  or 
two  weeks  imperfect  drilling,  and  who  fired  a mus- 
ket for  the  first  time,  when  they  came  into  this 
action,  1 feel  assured  that  it  will  speak  more  for  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  the  men  were  conducted 
into  action  by  their  company  officers  than  anything  I 
can  express. 

Besides  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  regiment, 

1 feel  it  my  duly  to  bring  to  your  notice  individual 
instances  of  gallantry  which  came  under  my  obser- 
vation. 1 cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gal- 
lant bearing,  throughout  the  day,  ol  Capt.  L.  S.  Craig, 
first  Lieut.  D.  C.  Buell,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and 
second  Lieutenants  B.  E.  Bee,  H.  B.  Glitz,  and  J.  N. 
Ward.  The  latter  was  wounded  a short  time  before 
the  height  was  carried. 

These  officers  came  under  my  personal  observa- 
tion, and  their  conduct  deserves  the  highest  praise  I 
can  give  it.  In  the  attack  on  the  height,  two  com- 
panies of  the  regiment,  Captain  Gordon’s  and  Lieut. 
Richardson’s,  became  somewhat  separated,  moving 
around  with  the  7th  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill, 
so  that  1 cannot  speak  so  particularly  of  them.  It 
is,  however,  in  my  knowledge  that  as  soon  as  the 
height  was  carried,  Lieut.  Richardson  manned  one  of 
the  captured  guns  with  men  of  his  company,  and  fir- 
ed upon  the  Mexican  positions.  1 should  aUo  speak 
of  Lieut.  Bowman,  regimental  quartermaster,  who 
went  into  action  w ith  the  regiment  entirely  volunta- 
rily, (his  duly  not  requiring  him  to  be  there,)  and 
who  conducted  himself  with  great  coolness  and  ere 
dll  to  himself. 

Lieutenant  McConnell,  of  Lieut.  Richardson’s 
company,  is  reported  to  me  to  have  conducted  him- 
self with  a great  deal  of  gallantry,  being  active  in 
assisting  Lieut.  Richardson  in  working  the  captured 
guns. 

Every  possible  care  was  bestowed  upon  our 
wounded  by  our  assistant  surgeon.  Dr.  Keeny,  who 
was  actively  engaged  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  after  the  attack. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

E.  B.  ALEXANDER, 
Captain  commanding  Brigade. 
Col.  W.  S.  Harney, comd’g.  1st  brigade. 

P.  S.  Return  of  killed  and  wounded  accompanies 
myieport.  E.  B.  A. 


MEXICAN  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 
CERRO  GORDO. — The  annexed  official  account  of  the 
late  fight,  was  despatched  to  the  central  govern- 
ment, in  the  city  of  Mexico,  by  General  Jarero, 
after  he  became  an  inmate  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
d’Ulloa. 

San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  23ii  Jlpril,  1847. 
Most  excellent  sir: 

Made  prisoner  of  war,  together  with  Brigadier 
General  Romulus  de  la  Vega,  who  is  with  me  in 
this  fortress,  where  we  have  been  placed  by  the  un- 
fortunate events  of  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant, 
at  Cerro  Gordo;  and  separated  from  Brigadier 
General  Don  Louis  Pinzon,  I conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  report  to  your  excellency  the  occurrences 
of  that  day,  the  bitter  results  of  which  have  placed 
me  in  the  power  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  North. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  Republic  and 
general  in  chief  of  the  army,  directed  Cerro  Gordo 
to  be  fortified,  on  the  left  of  the  National  road,  or 
carriage  way,  from  Jalapa.  This  road  crosses  the 
brow  of  the  mountain,  and  along  it  were  placed  our 
infantry,  together  with  the  headquarters,  believing 
that  our  cavalry  were  stationed  near  the  Corral  Fatso 
and  the  Encerro. 

The  broad  mountain,  called  the  Telegraph,  is  the 
highest  of  the  eminences  of  that  chain,  on  the  Vera 
Cruz  side.  Beyond  the  Cerro,  on  the  right  of  the 
present  road,  and  at  the  point  of  intersection  of  the 
old  road,  the  general  in  chief  ordered  a battery  to  be 
placed,  which  would  overlook  the  wagon  road,  the 
deepest  and  narrowest  place  in  the  glen.  The  old 
river  road  was  commanded  efiectively  by  the  heights, 
which  were  designated  by  the  names  of  tbe  advanced 
lines  of  the  right,  left  and  centre.  The  first,  and  last 
named,  had  the  river  in  front,  along  which  tho  ene- 
my was  stationed;  the  second  commanded,  upon  its 
left,  the  National  road,  at  the  point  mentioned  before, 
as  the  deepest  in  the  glen,  in  such  a manner  as  to 
enable  it  to  defend  the  passages  from  the  old  river 
road.  The  command  of  these  lines  was  assigned  by 
the  general  in  chief  as  follows:  The  right,  to  Gene- 
ral Luis  Penzon;  the  left,  from  the  battery  on  the 
National  road,  to  Gen.  Romulus  de  la  Vega;  and  the 
centre,  to  me. 

We  were  in  our  positions  on  the  17lh,  when  about 
noon,  we  saw  the  enemy  advancing  in  column  by  the 
left  of  our  vanguard,  pushing  directly  forward  for  the 
heights,  near  thel'elegraph.  The  battery  of  the  ad- 
vanced line  of  the  left  opened  its  fire  of  round  shot 
upon  them,  from  our  largest  pieces  and  with  tho  best 
effect. 

Soon  after  the  enemy  was  discovered  from  the  sa- 
lient angle,  upon  which  another  battery  of  the  same 
advanced  line  had  been  placed,  which  also  opened 
its  fire,  together  with  the  battery  of  the  centre,  both 
acting  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  position  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  The 
enemy,  compelled  to  abandon  that  point  by  the  inju- 
ry received  from  our  fire,  commenced  a movement, 
by  the  right,  upon  the  Telegraph  height,  where  he 
was  also  received  with  the  greatest  firmness  by  our 
troops,  and  retired  in  great  disorder,  with  considera- 
ble loss. 

The  following  day,  (unfortunate  for  the  republic,^ 
the  18th  April,  the  enemy  presented  himself  to  renew 
the  attack  upon  the  Telegraph,  and  opened  a fire 
upon  all  our  ibrtified  positions.  The  height,  after  a 
severe  and  bloody  combat,  was  taken  by  main  force, 
at  the  moment  when  my  advanced  line  of  the  centre 
was  attacked  by  another  column,  at  the  point  direct- 
ly under  the  command  of  Post  Captain  (naval)  Don 
Buenaventura  Aranjo.  The  battalions  of  Zacapuist- 
la  and  Hatlanque,  ilie  Artillery  and  Pickets  of  Mata- 
moros  and  Liberlad,  covered  themselves  with  glory, 
and  effectively  sustained  the  right  wing  of  the  left 
line,  putting  to  flight  the  enemy’s  column  in  the 
short  space  ol  five  or  six  minutes,  which  formed 
again  on  our  right,  among  surrounding  thickets  and 
ridges. 

The  height  of  the  Telegraph  being  taken,  the  ene- 
my became  master  of  our  rear  guard  on  the  left,  and 
to  receive  orders  or  instructions  from  his  excellency, 
the  general  in  chief,  1 sent  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant 
D.  Francisco  Ruiz,  with  orders  to  see  him  or  the 
senior  general,  [proriding  Santa  Anna  had  not  run, 
toe  suppose,] — but  he  returned  with  the  information 
that  he  found  no  one  there — in  our  camp  and  head 
quarters — and  that  a flag  of  truce  was  flying  atach- 
hed,a  fact  which  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  my 
own  observation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Gens.  Pruzon,  Vega, 
Noriega,  Osando  and  myself  held  a consultation,  and 
considering  that,  our  position  having  been  changed 
by  the  capture  of  the  I'elegraph  height;  that  our  rear 
guard  was  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy  in  front  and 
rear,  and  that  our  s ipply  of  water,  which  had  before 


been  scantily  furnished  in  barrels,  was  now  entirely 
cut  ofi;  that  the  general  in  chief  had  previously 
withdrawn  the  battalion  of  grenadiers  which  had 
covered  our  rear  guard  in  the  woods,  the  enemy 
were  thus  masters  of  our  fate— and  although  some 
of  us,  by  our  knowledge  of  the  hollows  and  ridges, 
might  have  saved  ourselves,  we  preferred  to  be  pri- 
soners, to  the  further  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  our 
troops. 

In  giving  myself  up  to  the  generals  of  the  enemy  I 
gave  them  to  understand  that  no  opprobrium  to  our 
honor  or  to  our  country,  belonged  to  the  act,  and 
allhough  they  were  the  conquerors,  I could  never  ia 
any  form  palliate  the  war,  which  they  had  made 
against  my  country. 

In  those  expressions  I was  joined  by  Gen.  R.  D. 
de  la  Vega,  whose  services  in  and  out  of  the  republic 
have  before  this  reflected  so  much  honor  upon  the 
Mexican  name.  Col.  Jose  Maria  Pavon,  Post  Capt. 
Pedro  Ruiz,  Major  Jose  Maria  Mata,  Captains  V. 
Arguelles,  Gregorio  del  Calejo,  Jose  M.  Manez.  Jose 
Maria  Moreno,  Silverlo  Velez,  A.  M.  Gallegos, 
Adjutant  M.  Carmacho,  (lieutenant  of  the  navy,) 
Francisco  Farnandez,  sub-lieutenants  B.  Amable,  J. 
R.  Cavarubias,  and  Jose  Lastortras,  all  of  whom 
were  brought  to  this  place,  and  as  prisoners  of  war 
will  be  conducted  to  such  place  in  the  United  Stales 
as  the  present  government  of  Vera  Cruz  may  direct. 

I beg  your  excellency  to  lay  this  narrative  before 
his  excellency  the  president  of  the  republic,  and  to 
remember  me  to  him  and  lo  the  nation,  whom  wo 
should  all  serve  to  the  last,  that  this  result  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  caprice  of  fortune,  as  at  the  same 
instant  that  our  three  lines  of  the  van-guard  had 
achieved  a victory,  driving  our  assailants  before  us, 
we  found  ourselves  under  the  imperious  necessity  of 
surrendering  ourselves  to  those  who,  on  the  height  of 
the  Telegraph,  the  National  road  and  in  our  head- 
quarters, had  made  themselves  masters  of  the  field. 
In  numbers  there  were  more  than  twelve  thousand 
Americans,  against  less  lhan  two  thousand  .Mexicans, 
who  were  surrounded  by  their  advanced  lines. 

1 have  tbe  honor,  &c. 

JOSE  MARIA  JARERO. 
To  his  Excellency,  the  Minister  of  War. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The  St.  Louis  Union  has  received  from  Mr.  Ben- 
ton full  files  of  the  “Californian,”  printed  at  Mon- 
terey by  Messrs.  Colton  and  Semple,  down  to  the 
13th  February  last. 

That  paper  of  the  6ih  of  Feb.  notices  the  arrival 
of  the  United  States  storeship  Lexington.  Caplai.i 
Tompkins,  which  with  his  companj  and  field  artil- 
lery, is  now  stationed  at  Fort  Mervine.  Lieut.  Hal- 
leck,  of  the  United  Stales  engineers,  was  to  make 
perminent  fortifications  at  the  most  prominent  points 
along  the  coast.  He  was  well  provided  with  all 
necessary  implements  for  the  purpose,  and  had  be- 
sides a saw  and  grist  mill.  The  Lexington  was  load- 
ed with  batteries,  24  pounders,  mortars,  Stc.  for  mi- 
litary purposes.  Three  other  transports  with  Col. 
Stevenson’s  regiment  were  shortly  expected;  “suffi- 
cient, with  General  Kearny’s  column,  lo  secure  Ca- 
lifornia as  a territory  of  ihe  United  Stales.”  A for- 
tification will  be  erected  at  San  Francisco.  There 
is  abundance  of  timber,  and  water  power  almost  in- 
exhaustible, up  the  Sacramento  river. 

The  following  general  order  will  show  the  view 
taken  by  Commodore  Shubrick  of  the  extent  of  his 
powers: 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern:  The  undersigned,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  virtue  of  the  autho- 
rity vested  in  him  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  injury 
caused  to  the  agricultural  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants 
of  California  by  the  late  unsettled  state  of  the  coun- 
try, the  great  demand  at  present  for  all  articles  of 
provisions,  and  the  probable  increase  of  that  demand, 
directs  that  for  the  space  of  six  months  from  the 
first  of  March  next,  viz:  from  the  first  of  said  month 
of  March  to  the  first  of  the  month  of  September 
next,  the  following  articles  of  provisions  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  ports  of  California  free  of  all 
charge  or  duty,  viz:  beef,  pork,  bread,  flour,  butter, 
cheese,  sugar,  and  rice.  Done,  &c.,  llih  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1847. 

W.  BRADFORD  SHUBRICK, 
Commander  in  chief. 

The  Californian  of  February  13th  says  it  learns 
by  an  arrival  from  Yerba  Buena  that  a parly  of  emi- 
grants, 60  in  number,  left  on  the  other  side  of  Califor- 
nia mountain,  had  suffered  severely.  Nineteen  start- 
ed for  the  valley,  but  only  seven  arrived,  having 
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been  cctnpelled  to  eat  the  dead  bodies  of  their  com- 
panions to  save  themselves  from  starvation.  Amon» 
the  survivors  were  two  girls.  A public  meeting 
was  held  at  once  in  Yerba  Buena,  and  ^800  raised 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  the  mountains. — 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Smith  otfered  their  launch,  and 
Passed  Midshipman  Woodworth,  with  a small  party, 
started  up  the  river  with  the  intention  of  disem- 
barking at  the  loot  of  the  mountains  and  going  on 
fool  with  packs  of  provisions  to  save  the  sufferers. 
The  distre-sed  party  lost  their  cattle  on  the  Salt 
PI  ains,  at  Hasting’s  cut  off — a route  which  never 
should  be  tr.Tvelled. 

Mr.  Larkin  was  at  Monterey,  attending  to  his  bu- 
siness, on  the  13th  of  February , having  been  released 
by  the  enemy.  An  English  school  was  about  to  be 
established  there.  The  Alcalde  publishes  an  order, 
forbidding  men  to  employ  Indians,  unless  they  have 
certificates  from  their  former  employers  that  their 
services  are  not  due  to  the  latter  for  wages  advanced. 
Mr.  Semple  is  about  to  found  a city  at  San  Francisco 
Bay,  to  be  called  Francisca.  He  has  purchased  for 
that  purpose  the  half  of  a five  mile  tract. 


Col.  Benton’s  card  to  the  editor  of  the  St. 

Louis  Union. 

The  public  mind  has  been  misled  in  relation  to 
General  Kearny  and  Colonel  Fremont,  in  Califor- 
nia; and  a letter  written  in  Washington,  assuming  to 
speak  semi-officially.  and  from  a knowledge  of  the 
contents  of  unpublished  despatches,  imputes  the  sup- 
posed difference  to  an  intrigue  of  mine  to  place  Col. 
Fremont  in  cou  mand  over  General  Kearny,  and  of 
which  General  Kearny  had  got  wind.  He  says: 

“ft  is  supposed  that  General  Kearny  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that,  through  the  influence  of  Colonel  Benton, 
Colonel  Fremont  is  to  be,  or  has  been,  pul  in  command 
over  him.” 

To  put  an  end  to  the  anxiety  of  the  friends  of  the 
two  absent  officers  on  account  of  such  reports,  I will 
here  publish  an  extract  from  a private  letter  from 
General  Kearny  to  myself,  dated  Ciudad  de  los  u3n~ 
gelos,  January  14,  1847,  and  brought  in  by  the  same 
messenger  who  brought  bis  official  despatches.  Of 
course,  I limit  myself  in  the  exiracl  to  what  con- 
cerns Colonel  Fremont  and  myself.  Gen.  Kearny 
says: 

“J  have  not  tcrilten  a line  to  you  for  three  months, 
because  no  opportunity  presented  itself  of  sending  a letter 
to  you;  one  is  noio  offered,  by  way  of  Panama,  and  I 
seize  a few  moments,  and  must  write,  though  hurriedly. 
******  After  the  revolt  against 
Captain  Gillespie,  at  the  city  of  the  Angels,  in  S p- 
tember  last,  Commedore  Slockion  sent  Colonel  Fre- 
mont to  the  Sacramento,  to  raise  volunteers  to  put 
down  w hat  he  leimed  the  lebels.  On  rny  arrival 
on  the  12lh  of  December,  at  San  Diego,  1 found  the 
commodore  there,  and  prevailed  upon  niui  by  the 
close  of  the  month  to  send  what  force  he  could  spare 
from  there  in  this  direction,  for  the  purpose  of  unit- 
ing with  Colonel  Fremont  in  an  attack  upon  the 
Californians,  or  to  make  a diversion  in  his  favor, 
******* 
on  the  8lh  and  9lh  we  encountered  the  whole  force 
of  the  Californians,  about  500  mounted  men  under 
Governor  Flores,  and  defeated  them  each  day;  but 
as  all  our  men,  except  about  fifty  volunteers,  were 
on  foot,  and  all  the  enemy  were  well  mounted,  we 
could  not  catch  them.  The  enemy  finding  that  the 
struggle  against  us  was  useless,  and  unwilling  to 
Bubaiitto  * * * * * marched  to  meet  Colonel 
Fremont,  and  on  the  12ib  capitulated  to  him  at  San 
Fernando,  twenty-five  miles  from  here,  agreeing  to 
submit  and  to  acknowledge  the  American  authori- 
ties, never  again  to  rise  against  them.  This  day 
Colonel  Fremont  at  the  head  of  400  volunteers,  en- 
tered the  city.  He  is  now  here  and  pcrfecily  well, 
and  has  gained  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  raised  his  volunteers  and  conducted  the  expe- 
dition from  the  Sacramento.  * * * * 

Will  you  please,  in  my  name,  congratulate  Mrs. 
Fremont  upon  the  honor  and  credit  gained  by  the 
colonel,  with  my  best  wishes  for  herseif  and  all  your 
family.” 

So  wrote  General  Kearny  of  Colonel  Fremont, 
on  the  14lh  of  January  last,  and  the  praise  he  be- 
stows on  the  raising  the  volunteers  and  on  the  capi- 
tulation, are  well  merited.  Colonel  Fremont  had 
gone  six  hundred  miles  to  the  American  settlements 
on  the  Sacramento,  to  raise  troops  to  reconquer  the 
southern  half  of  California,  and  had  raised  400  men 
snd  brought  them  back  in  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  lime.  He  had  done  tliis  without  means,  and  legal 
sn.lhcritj,  (for  he  did  not  then  know  of  his  own  ap- 
pointment as  lieutenant  colonel,)  and  wholly  by  his 
personal  influence,  and  the  weight  of  his  personal 
character.  The  defeated  Mexicans  marched  two  days 
to  surrender  to  him,  from  their  confidence  in  him; 
iud  the  capitulation  to  which  he  admitted  them  was 


wise,  just  and  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations. — 
exacted  no  oath  of  allegiance  from  conquered  men, 
deferring  that  until  a definite  treaty  of  peace  should 
make  them  citizens  of  the  United  States.  He  treated 
no  one  as  a rebel.  He  only  exacted  what  the  law  of 
nations  authorised,  namely,  a promise  of  submission 
to  the  conquerors,  receiving  in  return,  protection 
for  life,  liberty,  and  property.  The  capitulation  pa- 
cified the  country  and  prevented  the  war  from  be- 
coming guerilla. 

1 puolish  this  card  to  relieve  the  anxieties  of  the 
friends  of  the  two  absent  officers,  and  of  all  well 
disposed  persons,  who  wouU  be  sorry  to  see  Colonel 
Fremont  dishonor  himself.  I do  not  publish  it  to 
contradict  the  Washington  letter  writer,  nor  do  I 
object  to  his  including  my  two  sons  in-law  in  his  old 
and  daily  work  against  me:  but  1 think  that  a writer 
who  assumes  to  be  semi  officiai,  and  to  have  a know- 
ledge of  unpublished  despatches,  and  who  is  cer- 
tainly cormorant,  couchant,  and  levant*  about  the  de- 
partments, ought  to  have  more  respect  for  the  pre- 
side.1t  than  to  make  him  my  instrument,  and  sub- 
ject to  my  influence,  in  an  intrigue  la  put  Briga- 
dier General  Kearny  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Fremont. 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

St.  Louis,  May  14th,  1847. 


GENERAL  TAYLOR. 


LIFE  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  ZACHARY  TAYLOR. 

From  the  Southern  Quarterly  Review. 

We  have  not  given  half  the  title  page  of  the  pub- 
lication, which  bears  an  extravagant  and  even  mon- 
strous proportion  to  the  ninety  odd  pages  of  crude 
narration  that  follow  it.  Mr.  C.  Frank  Powell,  is  not 
a Plutarch — but  fortunately  Gen.  Taylor  is  a man 
whom  neither  Mexicans  nor  biographers  can  put 
down,  and  he  will  yet  come  out  of  the  Dead  S^a  of 
Lives,  Sketches,  Anecdotes,  Reminiscences,  unani- 
mous resolutions,  and  monstrous  Eulogies,  that  await 
him,  with  the  same  calm,  unconquerableenergy,  that 
has  made  him  victor  in  his  lerriule  battles.  He  can 
neither  be  swept  from  his  firm  footing  by  the  tide  of 
hostile  multitudes,  nor  lifted  from  the  earth  by  idle 
flatteries — as  Hercules  lifted  the  giant  Antaeus,  that 
he  might  strangle  him  in  the  unfriendly  air.  There  Is 
no  tinsel — no  pretension — no  flummery  about  him; 
but  all  is  plain, solid  and  enduring  manhood. 

This  military  distinction  of  General  Taylor  is  the 
great  event  of  our  day,  and  the  actions  by  which  he 
has  acquired  a fame  not  cunlined  to  liis  own  country, 
will  in  due  lime  be  analysed  and  tried  by  the  severe 
principles  of  military  science.  We  have  no  fear  of 
the  test,  but  it  is  not  our  province  to  apply  it,  and 
the  materials  for  doing  full  justice  to  the  subject, 
are  not  collected,  even  allowing  that  he  has  no  more 
battles  to  fight  and  no  mure  triumplis  to  secure.  V\  e 
only  allude  to  him  as  the  great  onject  of  public  in- 
terest at  present 

A few  months  after  the  last  presidential  election, 
when  llie  parly  which  had  pul  forward  its  greatest  man 
and  rallied  around  him  with  entire  unanimity  and  the 
utmost  confidence  of  success,  had  found  themselves 
overmatched  by  an  adversary  they  supposed  disheart- 
ened and  distracted,  and  tl.eir  candidate  beat  by  a 
comparatively  obscure  man — while  they  were  still 
mourning  over  their  unaccountable  failure,  and  cast- 
ing about  in  confused  anxiety,  for  a fit  instrument 
with  which  in  due  time  to  work  out  their  revenge — 
there  suddenly  broke  in  mid  heavens  the  sound  «f  a 
great  triumph;  a new  fame  had  beeu  born  in  an  hour; 
the  dazzle  of  a fresh  renown  tilled  the  whole  air, 
and  rejoicing  iu  the  sudden  light,  moved  to  unmea- 
surable exultation,  the  voice  of  the  whole  people 
rose  up  like  the  sound  many  waters,  to  welcome  the 
advent  of  a hero.  It  was  not  strange  that  cunning 
men  among  the  discomfuted  parly,  should  have  seen 
in  the  victory  of  Palo  Alto,  sonietiiing  more  then  the 
successful  soldier  who  had  signalized  the  arms  of  his 
country  and  won  an  enduring  fame  by  great  military 
achievement.  Like  Byron  they  wanted  a hero,  for 
their  own  special  use,  and  here  was  one  of  the  true 
mould,  providentially  sent  in  iheir  greatest  need. — 
So  they  called  a meeting  in  New  York,  explain- 
ed that  General  Taylor  was  a Wliig,  and  nominat- 
ed him  for  the  next  presidency.  As  a part  of  the 
movement,  we  presume,  they  instigated  Mr.  Powell 
to  write  a biography.  'I'he  result  is  the  slender  affair 
we  have  under  notice. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  origin  of  tiie  book,  by  way 
of  accounting  lor  its  quality.  Every  candidate  for  the 
presidency  must  have  his  biography,  and  we  can  scar- 
cely remember  one  of  these  party  contrivances  that 
deserves  to  be  called  a book, or  that  even  the  great  and 
justly  acquired  fame  of  the  hero,  can  save  from  speedy 
coiiieinpi.  this  one  is  even  worse  than  the  most  of 


*Eating,  lying  down,  and  getting  up. 


them,  probably  because  there  was  supposed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  bringing  it  out  in  hot  haste.  The  ma- 
terials for  the  life  of  Gen.  Taylor  were  not  abundant, 
nor  easily  obtained,  nor  capable  of  being  wrought 
into  a consistent  and  attractive  shape,  without  much 
labor  and  skill.  For  all  this  there  was  no  time. — 
It  was  not  certain  that  he  was  much  of  a whig — 
it  was  not  certain  that  he  would  gain  any  more  vic- 
tories— it  was  not  certain  that  the  other  party  might 
not  out-bid  them.  Political  managers  never  have  any 
faith  in  men,  and  this  clique  acted  as  if  they  were 
bailing  a hook  for  a gudgeon.  It  was  eqnally  disre- 
spectful to  General  Taylor  and  to  the  country,  to 
attempt  to  lure  him  into  the  position  of  a political 
parlizan,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  leading  our 
army  in  a foreign  war;  and  a war  too,  concerning 
which  parties  were  then  bitterly  denouncing  each 
other.  If  the  people  of  the  United  St  aes  should  be 
disposed  to  make  General  Taylor  president — which 
is  probable  enough — they  will  recall,  as  one  of  the 
many  proofs  of  his  superiority,  the  modesty  and  good 
sense  he  displayed  on  the  occasion  of  this  demonstra- 
tion. It  is  indeed  one  of  his  peculiarities  that  he 
does  no  foolish  things,  either  from  his  own  impulse 
or  the  instigation  of  otheis.  But  however  prudent 
his  conduct,  he  could  not  altogether  save  himself 
from  the  natural  consequences  of  this  rash  attempt 
to  mix  him  up  with  the  parly  politics  of  the  country. 
It  sowed  the  seeds  of  distrust  between  him  aud  the 
administration,  and  on  the  first  pretext,  there  was 
not  wanting  men  ready  to  deprecate  his  conduct,  and 
to  call  in  question  his  capacity  for  command.  True 
or  not,  the  administration  was  suspected  and  accused 
of  neglecting  the  means  necessary  to  give  the  greatest 
results  to  bis  victories,  and  of  a readiness  to  miscon- 
strue into  hostility  every  impatient  expression  that 
such  deficiency  might  extort  from  the  general.  It 
ended  in  his  being  superseded  as  the  directing  head 
of  the  invading  army,  and  sent,  as  many  people 
thought,  iulo  inglorious  retireinvnt  at  Saliillo — 
where  at  the  head  of  a body  of  undisciplined  volun- 
teers, he  was  to  act  as  a scare  crow  to  keep  back 
any  wandering  conipanies  of  guerillas,  who  might 
be  disposed  to  stir  up  insurrection  in  the  conquered 
region,  to  disturb  the  sale  liansportation  of  supplies. 
How  Providence  ordered  that  tins  supposed  place  of 
rustication,  should  be  the  scene  of  tiie  bloodiest  bat- 
tle and  the  most  glorious  victory  of  the  whole  war, 
the  country  has  just  learned  with  an  aiiiazameiit  that 
for  a time  almost  repressed  exultation.  Beyond 
question,  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  places  Taylor 
III  the  rank  of  great  captains.  It  is  clear  now,  if  it 
was  not  alter  ttie  battles  of  the  Rio  Grande,  that  his 
life  must  be  written,  and  that  when  Ibe  right  man 
has  puurtrayed  him,  his  hisiory  will  become  one  of 
ilie  lamiliar  delights  of  childhood,  a founlaiu  of  he- 
roic inspiration  lo  his  countrymen. 

It  happened  to  General  Taylor  to  fight  two  battles, 
before  itie  lime  of  this  Mexican  war.  In  the  first  he 
commanded  fifteen  men — in  the  second  about  five 
hundred.  Such  was  the  amount  of  his  actual  ex- 
perience as  a chief,  in  battle,  one  year  ago.  It  was 
hardly  enough  tc  secure  him  a mention  in  the  history 
of  his  country. 

It  is  true,  mat  in  his  first  fight  he  had  to  contend 
at  once  with  sickness  that  had  deprived  him  of  half 
his  men,  prostrated  himself  and  tlirowii  gloom  and  dis- 
couragement over  all — with  a lire  Uial  threatened  to 
destroy  his  little  fort,  and  with  a great  horde  of  sava- 
ges, for  whom  his  iiule  force  would  not  liave  made 
a breakiast;  and  that  he  bore  up  against  all  his  ene- 
mies, w itb  a coolness,  an  unconquerable  delermiuatioa 
and  a show  of  ready  resources,  that  proved  him  tfca 
then  capable  of  leading  armies  to  viclery.  It  is  true, 
that  bis  second  battle  was  the  boldest  and  most  de- 
cisire  that  occurred  in  the  Florida  war,  and  that  it 
furnished  the  same  proofs  as  the  other  of  Taylor’s 
very  high  qualities  as  a soldier  and  a leader;  but  for 
ail  that,  in  the  estimation  of  ihe  country,  he  was, 
wnen  the  Mexican  war  commenced,  a new  man, 
who  had  his  laurels  yet  lo  win.  His  first  achieve- 
ment liad  been  lost,  amid  the  glare  and  noise  of 
greater  events — and  his  second  slurred  over,  m a 
general  disposition  of  the  country  not  lo  keep  alive 
any  remembrance  of  a war  of  which  they  were  not 
altogether  without  reason  asliamed.  Ttiat  war  cer- 
tainly put  the  endurance  and  the  courage  of  the  army 
to  as  severe  a lest  as  ever  war  applied — but  still  it 
appeared  to  us,  and  to  all  llle  world,  very  much  like 
a score  of  men  and  dogs  hunting  out,  through  divers 
heaps  of  rubbish,  ball  as  many  rats — an  enterprise 
of  much  labor,  and  some  excitement,  but  of  small 
honor. 

Let  the  reader  call  to  mind  the  sudden  dismay,  the 
stupid  bewilderment,  the  childish  appeals  for  succor, 
the  more  childish  outcries  against  the  war  depart- 
ment and  dismal  anticipations  of  disaster  and  disgrace 
that  every  where  through  the  union  lollowed  the 
news  that  the  Mexicans  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande 
IQ  force,  and  cut  ofl)  (so  we  dolefully  phrased  it), 
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Gen.  Taylor  from  his  supplies — and  then  he  will  be 
conscious  of  what  most  of  ns  havelost  sight  of  in  the 
glitter  of  successive  victories,  that  nobody  had,  at 
that  time,  any  just  appreciation  of  the  qualities, 
either  of  the  general  or  of  his  officers  and  men.  And 
let  it  be  further  remembered,  that  he  had  no  share, 
either  as  actor  or  sympathizer,  in  the  sorrowful 
theatricals  that  his  countrymen  got  up  on  that  occa- 
sion. He  never  distrusted  either  himself  or  those 
under  him.  He  took  not  one  step  backward,  and 
gave  not  one  moment  to  fear  or  hesitation.  Having 
completed  his  Geld  work  he  left  it  well  garrisoned, 
and  proceeded  to  open  hiscommunications  and  bring 
on  his  supplies.  He  moved  back  from  Point  Isabel, 
with  tne  exception  of  encountering  the  enemy,  as 
he  did,  and  with  the  determination  of  driving  him 
over  the  Rio  Grande,  as  he  also  did.  The  recoil 
from  our  high  wrought  excitement  was  scarcely  le«s 
extravagar  t than  had  been  the  fright  itself.  Nothing 
was  too  much  to  expect  of  Gen.  Taylor,  from  that 
time.  Without  any  sufficient  preparation  for  inva 
Sion — without  water  carriage  or  land  carriage — he 
was  expected  to  Gy  on  the  wings  of  our  conquering 
eagles,  over  the  desert  plains  and  liuge  mountain 
barriers  of  Mexico,  looking  down  all  opposition,  and 
never  pausing  short  of  the  “Halls  of  the  Montezu- 
mas.”  Instead  of  flying  he  dragged  on  slowly  and 
heavily,  and  to  the  eager  people  at  home,  it  was  a 
weary  time  before  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  get- 
ting up  another  panic.  We  have  no  intention  of  cri- 
ticising these  movements  of  the  army,  and  only  re- 
mark of  them  here,  that  they  allowed  abundant  proof 
to  shew  itself,  that  Gen.  Taylor’s  reputation  was 
not  yet  so  established  as  to  overawe  suspicion  and 
querulous  impatience.  The  war  department  was  far 
from  satisfied  with  his  progress,  and  seemed  to  doubt 
the  reasonableness  of  his  complaints  of  deficiency  in 
the  means  of  transportation.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  that  dissatisfaction  which  appeared  more  clearly 
after  the  capitulation  of  Monterey.  The  strength  of 
this  latter  place,  both  in  fortification  and  garrison, 
was  so  much  beyond  any  thing  imagined  in  this 
country,  that  it  was  really  fortunate  we  learned  the 
strength  of  the  city  and  its  capture,  at  the  same  lime. 
Otherwise  there  would  have  been  another  panic  as 
deep  as  that  from  which  we  were  delivered  by  Re- 
saca  de  la  Palma,  and  with  much  more  reason.  It 
was  of  the  two  by  far  the  boldest  undertaking.  At 
last,  then,  we  may  suppose  that  our  hero  has  reached 
firm  ground,  and  a commanding  elevation  above  criti- 
cism and  cowardly  doubts.  Far  from  it.  The  capitu- 
lation of  Monterey,  after  the  burst  of  admiration  was 
over,  made  the  subject  of  incessant  complaint  and 
carping.  The  hnuse  of  representatives  passed  a re- 
solution equivalent  to  a vole  of  censure  on  it — the 
administration  plainly  shewed  that  it  was  grievously 
disappointed  at  the  result — all  the  pent  up  impatience 
of  civil  patriotism  broke  out — the  slow  movements 
of  the  army  to  Monterey  and  the  indecisive  result 
there,  were  openly  and  severely  commented  on,  and 
we  were  assured  that  Gen.  Taylor,  though  a brave 
enough  soldier,  vi’as  no  General,  and  that  somebody 
else  must  be  sent  to  Mexico,  if  we  wished  to  see  “a 
peace  coriqueied.”  He  was  superseded  in  command, 
without  calling  forth  a remonstrance,  except  from  a 
few.  The  democrats  had  raised  a kind  of  party 
quarrel  with  him,  and  the  whigs  were  dumb  for 
tear  of  being  thought  to  doubt  the  ability  of  their 
hero.  General  Scott. 

General  Taylor,  as  we  before  said,  was  sent  into 
banishment  at  Saltillo.  All  the  regular  troops,  ex- 
cept a good  force  of  artillery  and  a very  insufficient 
one  of  dragoons,  were  drawn  away  for  the  great 
expedition  to  Vera  Cruz.  His  line  of  communica- 
tion was  laid  bare,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  garri- 
son from  Victoria,  and  in  front  of  him  was  the  con- 
centrated Mexican  army  of  thirty  thousand  men. — 
We  have  called  his  position  one  of  banishment,  be- 
cause neither  the  administration  nor  General  Scott 
believed  tiiat  the  Mexican  general  would  leave  the 
defence  of  the  important  city  and  fortress  of  Vera 
Cruz,  for  the  sake  of  throwing  himself  upon  Saltillo. 
Otherwise,  they  never  would  have  so  stripped  Tay- 
lor of  hia  defences,  and  left  his  line  of  communica- 
tion so  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Still 
they  could  not  overlook  the  possibility  of  such  an 
undertaking,  and  in  view  of  it,  both  the  department 
and  the  commander  in  chief,  advised  General  Tay- 
lor to  retire  and  take  his  position  at  Monterey — the 
companies,  natural  strength  and  artificial  defences 
of  that  place,  together  with  its  comparative  near- 
ness to  the  b.ise  of  operations,  making  it  much  the 
safest  position.  General  Taylor  rejected  the  sug- 
gestions of  Uie  department  and  of  the  senior  gene- 
ral, and  ill  language  which  left  no  more  to  be  said, 
unless  they  were  willing  to  dismiss  him  from  the 
service  for  contumacy,  announced  his  determination 
to  keep  his  advanced  position,  and  if  there  was  to 
be  fighting,  to  inake  that  the  battle  ground.  For 
this  he  gave  reasons,  that  npw  will  strike  every  one 


as  full  of  prophetic  sagacity.  He  stood  on  ground 
which  he  had  conquered,  and  it  was  not  for  him  to 
sacrifice  the  prestige  of  victorious  advance,  because, 
forsooth,  he  might  find  a safe  hiding  place  by  giv- 
ing lip  the  fruits  of  iiis  victories.  His  position  was 
on  the  northern  border  of  a long  and  desolate  pla- 
teau, stretching  for  hundreds  of  miles  to  *he  south- 
ward— a region  of  cold,  of  drought  and  of  barren- 
ness, which  must  be  crossed  by  the  enemy  before 
they  could  assail  him,  and  upon  whose  desolate 
wastes  a defeat  would  drive  them  back,  to  encounter 
anew  the  privation  from  which  they  had  barely 
emerged.  It  was  a position  in  which  a check  to  the 
Mexicans,  involved  all  the  consequences  ofan  entire 
defeat,  and  where  successful  defence  was  inevitable 
victory.  Besides,  the  eagle  eye  of  the  old  warrior 
had  fixed  upon  a spot  beloved  of  Mars, — a spot  Itiat 
seemed  made  for  a little  army  of  heroes  to  hold 
against  all  comers, — and  if  it  was  not  as  yet  a Ther- 
mopylse,  (hot  gates,)  our  Leonidas  was  quite  sure 
that  at  the  right  moment  it  could  be  made  hot  enough 
and  loo  hot  for  the  endurance  of  the  Mexicans.  He 
did  not  show  his  secret  to  the  world  and  keep  away 
from  the  chosen  field,  as  the  jealous  mother  bird 
goes  far  from  its  nest  when  unwelcome  eyes  are  in 
the  neighborhood.  But  when  the  Mexican  chief 
swooped  down  with  his  legions,  there  lay  before  his 
eyes  the  gorge  of  Buena  Vista,  grim  and  threatening 
with  its  solid  rows  of  iron  teeth,  ready  to  close  upon 
the  assailant. 

The  march  of  General  Santa  Anna  had  been  an 
nounced  by  himself  in  terms  of  formidable  import, 
and  the  amount  of  his  forces  had  been  staled  with 
precision  by  the  Mexican  press.  These  things  were 
known  in  this  country.  Twenty  thousand  men  care- 
fully trained  at  San  Luis,  and  led  'by  the  best  offi- 
cers in  Mexico,  were  about  to  throw  themselves 
with  desperate  determination  upon  five  thousand, 
nearly  the  whole  of  whom  were  volunteers.  The 
movement  was  quite  unexpected  here,  and  even  af- 
ter it  was  made,  was  suspected  to  be  a ruse,  to  cover 
a march  upon  Vera  Lriiz.  Then  came  a period  of 
fearful  excitement,  diversified  only  by  a variety  of 
rumors,  none  of  them  lending  to  relieve  an  anxiety 
which  rose  to  a panic.  The  whole  country  knew 
that  General  Taylor  had  deliberately  chosen  his 
ground  in  full  view  of  his  own  strength  and  that  of 
the  enemy.  We  ha  I not  yet  learned  to  trust  him, — 
we  had  yet  much  to  learn  of  his  unconquerable  na- 
ture and  his  exhau-tless  military  resources,  The 
misfortune  was,  that  having  got  into  a panic,  we  had 
no  means  of  getting  out  ot  it.  Our  army  was  en- 
veloped. The  abandonment  of  Victoria,  had  left  tlie 
road  to  their  rear  unprotected,  and  a strong  body  of 
cavalry  had  poured  in,  captured  scouts  and  messen- 
gers, cut  up  small  parties,  plundered  the  trains  and 
completely  broken  up  the  line  of  communications. — 
It  was  an  awful  time,  and  so  dismally  mystified  were 
men,  and  so  wild  were  their  ideas,  that  the  officer 
in  command  at  Camargo,  in  view  of  the  tremendous 
emergency,  sent  on  a requisition  for  50  thousand  men! 
if  Altila  and  all  his  Huns  had  been  at  our  gates,  we 
could  hardly  have  cried  out  for  help  more  lustily. — 
In  due  lime  the  darkness  cleared  OS',  and  then  we 
discovered  Gen.  Taylor  standing  calmly  and  proudly 
on  the  field  of  battle, — a field  indeed  red  with  the 
blood  of  bis  brave  men,  but  giving  back  in  exchange, 
to  the  dead  and  living,  an  immortality  of  fame,  never 
more  nobly  won. 

The  conduct  of  the  Mexican  chief  has  been  criti- 
cised by  some,  and  his  march  upon  Saltillo  has  been 
thought  a blunder.  But  admitting  that  he  must  do 
something,  it  would  be  hard  to  show  that  he  did  not 
choose  his  enterprize  sagaciously.  The  whole  line 
of  General  Taylor’s  communications,  lor  a dislante 
of  more  than  three  hundred  miles  from  Matamoros 
to  Saltillo,  runs  through  a Mexican  population,  hat- 
ing the  conquerors  and  eager  to  throw  oil'  the  yoke. 
He  thus  had  perfect  information  as  to  every  point  in 
the  line,  the  strength  of  every  post  and  every  move- 
ment of  troops.  He  had  intercepted  despatches  and 
let  him  into  our  whole  plan  of  campaign.  He  knew 
the  amount  and  kind  of  forces  left  to  General  Tay- 
lor, and  having  quite  as  little  faith  in  them  as  their 
friends  at  home,  he  doubted  not  that  by  a silent  and 
rapid  march  across  tlie  desert,  he  could  overwhelm 
them,  and  recover  at  a blow  all  that  had  been  wrest- 
ed from  Mexico.  It  it  be  answered  that  even  this 
would  not  counterbalance  the  loss  of  Vera  Cruz, 
we  reply  that  he  could  not  hope  to  save  that  place  at 
any  rate.  The  force,  in  numbers,  even,  appioaclied 
his  own,  and  half  of  them  were  those  iron  veterans 
whom  alike  Mexican  and  American  believed  to  be 
invincible. 

For  the  other  point,  it  is  quite  certain  that  Santa 
Anna  could  no  longer  avoid  action.  He  tiad  given 
to  the  new  levies  among  his  troops  all  the  advantage 
they  could  derive  Iroin  the  drill  and  discipline  ol  a 
camp — the  enemy  was  weaker — in  one  diieclion 
than  be  could  hope  to  find  them  again, — his  popula- 


rity, which  is  his  life,  was  ebbing  away,  and  worse 
still,  he  was  so  slraishlened  lor  prnvi-i  )n»,  that  there 
was  danger  of  the  disorganizaiinn  oftns  army  from 
mere  want  of  food.  His  fame  as  a warrior,  his 
power  as  a political  chief,  .'ind  liis  personal  safety, 
were  all  at  peril.  The  moment  had  come  when  he 
must  either  “do  or  die.” 

We  do  not  propose  to  write  a history  of  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista,  but  there  is  something  so  especially 
imposing  in  the  position  of  the  two  generals  at  the 
time,  that  we  shall  be  excused  for  dwelling  on  it  a 
moment.  It  might  be  doubled  to  which  of  them 
defeat  presented  the  most  terrible  consequences. — 
Taylor  commanded  a body  of  men  inexperienced 
equally  in  success  and  reverses,  with  whom  defeat 
almost  certainly  involved  flight,  disorder  and  utter 
demoralization.  Behind  him  was  a wide  country 
peopled  with  foes  who  only  waited  for  an  opportu- 
nity, to  rise  up  in  mass  and  wreak  a terrible  ven- 
geance upon  the  invader.  He  had  withstood  the  ad- 
vice and  remonslances  of  his  superiors  and  cho?en 
his  position  on  his  own  resi'onsibility.  Added  to  all 
the  horrors  of  a disaslrou  i t-ireat,  the  loss  of  all  for 
which  he  had  faced  so  many  dangers,  there  was  the 
certainty  that  it  would  all  be  charged  to  him,  and 
lhal  a court  martial  would  end  his  carreer  as  a sol- 
dier, and  affix  a stigma  upon  his  hard  won  fame. 

On  the  other  hand,  Santa  Anna  the  head  of  a 
fickle  and  faithless  party  controlling  an  impoverish- 
ed, dislracl.  d and  loitering  goiernment,  had  been 
driven  into  action  by  imimlalion  of  cowardice  and 
treachery,  and  by  dread  of  starvation.  He  lell  a 
civil  feud  ill  the  capital,  with  niun iply irig  evidences 
that  nothing  hut  success  would  save  his  power  ami 
feeling  that  the  last  hope  of  himself  and  iiis  country 
was  now  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  and  tried  in 
the  furnace.  When  he  had  finished  that  terrible 
march  from  San  Luis  Potosi,  he  lound  himself  with- 
out food  or  even  water,  a determined  foe  before 
him  and  the  inhospitable  desert  in  his  rear.  Was 
there  not  something  strangely  alike  in  the  position 
of  the  two  chiefs?  What  solemn  thoughts  must  have 
weighed  upon  their  minds — what  high  and  stern  re- 
solves swelled  in  their  breasts  as  they  stood  fronting 
each  ether  on  the  field  v.  hich  was  so  sure  to  be  the 
grave  of  the  power  and  even  the  fame  of  the  van- 
quished. As  an  abyss,  behind  each  of  them  yawned 
dark  disasters,  and  across  it  frowned  a country  un- 
f'  rgiving  of  defeat.  So  dire  seemed  the  necessity  of 
victory  to  Santa  Anna,  that  he  wou  d not  believe  in 
defeat  after  it  had  befallen  him,  and  he  claims  the 
victorv  in  a despatch  dated  only  the  day  before  a 
council  of  war  in  his  army,  decided  unanimously  in 
favor  of  a precipitate  retreat.  He  bad  risked  every- 
thing on  this  chance,  and  it  was  hard  to  believe  he 
had  lost  it.  An  eye  witness  says  he  drew  off  hia 
forces  in  perfect  order,  and  but  for  the  admirable 
sagacity  of  Taylor  in  choosing  the  field  of  battle,  he 
might  have  breathed  a moment  and  renewed  the 
struggle.  There  is  something  inexpressibly  mourn- 
ful in  the  circumstance  of  his  retreat — especially 
if  we  remeniber  that  he  could  scarcely  have  fin- 
ished it,  before  there  ca.me  from  another  quarter 
tidings  not  less  sad  than  those  that  he  bore  from  the 
field  of  his  defeat.  A month  after  the  battle  of  Bue- 
na Vista,  the  city  and  fortress  of  Vera  Cruz  surren- 
dered. 

Two  things  are  worthy  to  be  noted  in  this  place. — 
Heretofore,  as  often  as  General  Taylor  has  been 
placed  in  a situation  involving  the  necessity  of  hard 
fighting,  the  people  at  home  have  with  one  accord 
set  up  a howl  of  dismay,  running  distractedly  hither 
and  thither,  and  venting  all  sons  of  sympathetic 
nonsense, — as  if  he  was  a poor  child  that  could  not 
fail  to  be  lost  if  he  strayed  out  of  sight  and  so  must 
be  hunted  up  at  whatever  cost  of  ringing  bells  and 
screaming  in  high  places.  It  is  hoped  there  will  be 
no  more  of  this,  but  that  hereafter,  when  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales  hear  that  he  is  on  the  eve  of 
fighting  a battle,  they  v.  ill  quietly  and  decently  go 
about  the  preparation  ol  their  fire  works  and  Bags, 
for  explosion  and  display,  in  honor  ol  the  next  “glo- 
rious news.”  We  have  now  as  little  right  to  doubt 
iiis  pre-eminent  ability,  as  to  call  in  question  his  de- 
cision, his  firmness,  his  cheerful  and  infectious  hero- 
ism. And  it  is  safe  to  suppose,  lhal  hereafter  he 
will  be  more  cordially  recogiiiseo  by  the  govern- 
ment, as  a high  military  aullioiiiy,  and  that  opinions 
will  n.ore  frequently  be  asked  from  him,  lhau  move- 
ments aiid  positions  selected  for  him,  by  the  war 
department.  And  we  say  this  without  the  slightest 
inlenlion  of  impeaching  the  character  of  the  secre- 
tary. It  IS  the  inevitable  result  of  the  system,  and 
of  our  want  of  experience  in  carrying  on  distant 
wars, — a want  lhal  it  is  devoutly  lioped  we  shall  al- 
ways labor  under.  But  it  is  not  free  from  inconve- 
nience. Ill  peace,  the  secretary  orders  everyUiing, 
and  lor  want  of  something  else  to  do,  the  officers  of 
tlie  army  superintend  many  ol  those  details  that  in 
war  must  be  managed  by  a difi'erent  class.  In  ac- 
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tion,  the  officers  are  expected  to  do  much  which  is 
impossible  and  inappropriate,  in  the  way  of  provid- 
ing supplies,  munitions,  and  transportation  al  the 
proper  points, --while  the  secretary,  from  habit  and 
a natural  proclivity  in  elderly  gentlemen  to  give  pro- 
fuse advice,  vainly  wearies  himself  with  the  task  of 
planning,  suggesting,  and  scheming,  without  begin- 
ning, middle  or  end,  either  to  his  premises  or  his 
conclusions.  Hence  it  may  happen  that  the  war  de- 
partment shall  send  forth  an  army  provided  with 
nothing  in  the  world — but  a plan  of  a campaign.  The 
English  government  has  always  encountered  the 
same  difficulty  in  waging  war — the  difficulty  of  de- 
fining the  powers  and  duties  of  the  soldiers  in  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  the  civilians  presiding  over 
the  war  department,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
considered  it  one  of  the  greatest  results  of  the  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  that  it  emancipated  him  from 
the  motherly  nursing  of  the  se<  retaries,  and  for  the 
first  time,  gave  him  the  privilege  of  speaking  au- 
thoritatively to  the  government, — of  dictating,  in 
place  of  being  dictated  to.  The  same  advantage  should 
nalurally  accrue  to  General  Taylor  alter  the  battle 
ol  Buena  Vista. 

The  other  point  noticeable,  is,  that  these  Mexican 
battles,  have  been  gained  by  the  flying  artillery,  and 
the  last  and  most  glurious  of  them  especially,  is,  so 
to  speak,  its  peculiar  work.  We  appreciate  the 
valor  of  the  troops,  and  know  that  they  shared  in  all 
the  labors  and  perils,  as  they  share  in  the  triumph. 
But  the  artillery  multiplied  General  Taylor’s  force, 
and  he  evidently  looked  to  it  for  victory.  No  one 
can  read  the  descriptions  of  the  battle,  without  see- 
ing that  even  up  to  the  very  last  and  most  desperate 
charge  of  Mexican  columns,  the  safety  of  our  army 
depended  upon  the  ability  of  the  artillery  to  main- 
tain its  advanced  positions,  and  to  keep  up  the  storm 
of  iron  hail  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  Yet  this 
army  of  the  service  is  ol  very  recent  introduction, 
and  when  Mr.  Poinsett,  as  secretary  of  war,  first 
devised  the  organization  of  the  body  of  horse  arlille-  i 
ry,  he  was  scouted  as  a visionary  by  the  old  officers, 
and  by  none  more  heartily  than  by  General  Taylor 
himself.  Sosuiewas  Mr.  Poinsett  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  iiinavation,  and  so  sure  also  that  the 
wisdom  of  politicians  would  pronounce  it  a humbug, 
that  he  did  not  recommend  it  to  congress,  but,  with 
industrious  search,  found  an  old  law  with  an  unoc- 
cupied corner  big  enough  to  hold  a beginning  of  a 
battery,  and  by  raking  and  scraping  among  the  odds 
and  ends  of  unexpended  appropriations,  he  raised 
money  enough  to  equip  Ringgold’s  corps.  He  let 
the  old  officers  have  their  sneer,  saying  with  a quiet 
smile,  “wait  till  you  have  fought  a battle,  and  then 
1 shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  again.’’  Immedi- 
ately after  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto,  General  Tay- 
lor sat  down  and  out  of  the  fullness  of  his  heart 
wrote  to  Mr.  Poinsett  his  recantation,  acknow- 
ledging the  tremendous  efficacy  of  the  flying  artil- 
lery. 


COLONEL  BENTON’S  SPEECH. 


From  the  St.  Louis  Republican. 

[This  report,  w'e  are  gratified  to  say,  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  Col.  Benton  himself  for  its  correctness.] 

Mr.  Benton  commenced  with  returning  thanks  for 
the  honor  of  the  invitation  to  a public  dinner  from 
his  political  friends.  He  had  declined  the  honor  of 
the  dinner,  in  conformity  to  a rule  which  he  had 
long  followed;  and  as  lor  the  speech  which  might 
have  been  expected  at  the  dinner  table,  he  preferred 
to  make  it  under  circumstances  which  admitted  a 
more  general  attendance,  and  would  prevent  no  one 
from  hearing  it  who  chose  to  listen  to  it. 

Great  questions,  he  said,  had  occupied  the  public 
mind,  and  received  their  solution,  in  the  last  two  or 
three  years  of  his  public  service,  on  all  of  which  he 
had  been  called  to  act  a decided,  and  even  a promi- 
nent part,  and  on  each  of  which  it  was  natural  for 
him  to  say  something  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
Oregon  question  was  one  of  these.  At  one  time  big 
with  all  the  calamities  of  war,  it  was  now  hushed  in 
repose,  and  the  country  tranquil  and  happy  under  its 
peaceful  settlement.  His  ow  n course  in  relation  to 
it  had  been  consistent  and  uniiorm.  He  had  opposed 
the  joint  occupation  treaty  of  1818  as  soon  as  it  was 
made:  he  opposed  its  lenewal  in  1828:  he  had  labor- 
ed for  its  termination  ever  since:  and  he  had  always 
held  the  parallel  of  49  to  be  the  proper  dividing  line 
between  the  American  territory  of  Oregon  and  the 
British  territory  of  Frazer’s  river.  But  the  public 
mind,  and  especially  the  mind  of  his  own  party,  had 
been  worked  up  to  a different  and  a higher  view  of 
of  our  rights.  Ffly-four  forty,  and  all  or  none,  had 
become  our  demand.  War  was  the  British  answer 
to  that!  and  although  a threat  of  war  would  be  no 
bar  to  a rightlul  demand, yet,  in  answer  to  a wrong- 
ful one,  it  was  very  serious.  He  believed  the  whole 


demand  of  the  United  States  to  be  wrongful  so  far 
as  it  applied  tc  Frazer’s  river,  w hich  happened  to 
run  through  the  whole  territory  from  fifty-four  forty 
to  forly-nine.  and  to  have  been  discovered  by  the 
Brilish  in  1793,  and  covered  by  their  forts  since 
1806  The  administration  had  taken  high  ground: 
the  party  sustained  it:  but  it  was  an  occasion  which 
required  a public  man  to  rise  above  party,  and  to 
look  to  his  country  alone.  He  had  resolved  to  do  so, 
and  to  go  for  forty-nine,  even  if  it  should  cost  him 
his  political  existence. 

This  determination,  though  not  formally  promul- 
gated, was  no  secret,  and  was  early  enough  made 
known  to  his  friends  and  to  the  administration.  From 
the  first  explosion  of  the  question  in  April,  1345, — 
from  the  first  reverberalion  of  the  thunder  which 
came  rolling  back  from  London,  in  answer  to 
the  president’s  inaugural  address, — he  had  made 
known  his  opinions  to  the  secretary  of  slate,  and 
informed  him  that  he  should  support  a treaty  upon 
the  line  of  49,  if  the  president  made  one  upon  that 
basis.  From  that  determination  he  had  never  swerv- 
ed. His  friends  thought  there  was  great  danger  to 
him  in  the  course  he  took:  he  himself  did  not  think 
there  was  so  much.  He  knew  his  constituents  had 
been  wrought  up  to  fifty-four  forty,  but  he  relied 
upon  their  equity  and  intelligence  to  give  him  a fair 
hearing  and  a safe  deliverance.  He  paid  them  the 
compliment  to  rely  upon  their  justice  and  intelli- 
gence, and  the  event  had  not  deceived  him.  The 
boundary  was  settled  al  49.  The  British  kept  their 
river,  and  we  kept  ours.  War  was  averted.  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  remain  at  peace:  he 
and  his  constituents  were  at  peace:  and  long  might 
they  all  remain  so. 

The  settlement  oi  this  question,  Mi.  B.  went  on  to 
say,  had  cleared  away  the  only  remaining  difierence 
between  the  two  kindred  nations.  It  left  them  not 
only  al  peace,  but  without  a remaining  cause  of 
quarrel.  For  the  first  time  since  the  stamp  act  of 
1764,  the  two  nations  were  now  without  a cause  of 
quarrel.  For  the  first  lime  in  nearly  three  genera- 
tions of  men,  the  two  grand  divisions  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race — the  northern  stock  in  Great  Britain  and 
its  gigantic  progeny  in  our  America — were  without 
a cause  of  dissension:  and  to  crown  this  happy  stale 
— to  give  to  peace  its  highest  ornament  and  noblest 
occupation,  and  to  friendship  its  most  endearing  ce- 
ment— a calamitous  visitation  in  a part  of  the  British 
empire  has  called  forth  all  the  sympathies  of  the 
human  heart,  on  the  side  of  one  nation,  and  all  its 
gratitude  Irons  the  other.  Ireland  famishes!  Succor 
and  sympathy  fly  to  her  from  the  United  Stales!  and 
the  swelling  tide  of  gratitude  comes  rolling  back 
from  the  whole  British  empire.  This  is  something 
better  than  being  al  war  with  each  other — at  war 
for  Frazer’s  river,  under  the  sad  delusion  that  it  was 
a part  of  Oregon!  He  thanked  God  that  he  had  been 
an  instrument  in  diverting — aiding  to  avert — this 
calamity — and  in  producing  the  present  happy  state 
between  the  two  nations;  and  he  thanked  his  consti- 
tuents for  approving  his  conduct  in  going  for  their 
future  good  instead  of  their  present  wishes. 

The  annexation  of  Texas,  and  its  sequences,  the 
present  war  with  Mexico,  was  another  of  the  great 
subjects  on  which  he  had  been  called  to  act  within 
the  last  few  years.  This  great  drama,  Mr.  B.  said, 
divided  itself  into  many  acts,  and  covered  a long 
space  of  time,  during  all  which  he  had  been  an 
actor  in  it,  and  he  hoped  a consistent  and  a prudent 
one.  He  considered  this  drama  as  beginning  in  1819, 
when  Mr.  Monroe’s  cabinet  ceded  Texas  to  Spain. 
It  was  then  given  away;  and  if  it  had  not  been  given 
away  there  could  have  been  no  war  with  Mexico 
about  getting  it  back.  He  denounced  that  treaty  in 
many  newspaper  articles  as  soon  as  it  w-as  made, 
and  vowed  al  the  time  unceasing  efforts  to  get  back 
the  ceded  province.  Mr.  Adams’  administration, 
with  Mr.  Clay  secretary  of  stale,  presented  the  first 
opportunity  to  make  the  effort  for  Us  recovery.  Mr. 
Clay,  as  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
had  severely  condemned  the  treaty  which  gave  away 
Texas:  Mr.  Adams  had  opposed  that  article  of  the 
treaty  at  the  council  table  when  the  majority  of  Mr. 
Monroe’s  cabinet  adopted  it.  But  this  was  not 
known  to  him  [Mr.  B.)  until  long  afterwards.  His 
reliance  at  that  lime  was  on  Mr.  Clay,  as  a western 
man,  and  from  liis  publicly  known  opinions  on  the 
subject.  He  and  Mr.  Clay  were  then  separating  in 
the  new  division  of  political  parties,  but  it  did  not 
prevent  them  from  communing  together  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas,  and  co-operating  to  get  her  back, — 
They  had  an  interview  al  Tennison’s  Hotel  at  Wush- 
iiigton.  Among  other  things  intended  by  the  new 
•adminislraliun,  Mr.  C.  mentioned  the  recovery  ol 
Texas:  he,  Mr.  B.,  cordially  concurred,  and  promis 
ed  his  lailhlul  co-operation.  The  administration 
made  the  attempt;  he  (Mr.  B.)  wrote  articles  to  pro- 
mote it;  but  the  scheme  failed.  Mr.  Poinsett  was 
then  minister  in  Mexico,  and  favorable  to  the  object, 


but  could  not  succeed,  and  so  ended  the  first  attempt 
to  recover  back  the  great  piovince  which  the  unwise 
treaty  of  1819  had  given  away.  I speak  historically , 
said  i.r.  B.,  and  justly,  and  without  design  to  favor 
or  to  injure  any  man,  but  to  place  aright  before  ray 
constituents  my  own  conduct,  and  that  of  others,  in 
this  great  drama  which  has  ended  in  a war  between 
two  republics,  Mr.  Adams,  at  the  council  table,  vot- 
ed against  the  article  which  gave  Texas  away.  Mr. 
Clay,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  denounced  the 
cession.  They  made  the  first  effort  to  get  it  back: 
and  in  a speech  which  professes  to  be  fair  and  im- 
partial, let  justice  be  done  to  every  actor.  Let 
every  one  take  his  proper  place  for  censure  or  for 
praise  in  the  great  drama  ol  the  Texas  question  and 
its  bloody  sequence. 

The  next  attempt  was  in  Gen.  Jackson’s  time,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  being  secretary  of  stale.  A larger  sum 
was  offered  than  in  the  previous  administration,  but 
with  no  better  result.  The  negotiation  miscarried, 
though  zealously  supported  by  President  Jackson, 
his  secretary  of  stale,  and  the  minister  at  Mexico. 
He.  Mr.  B.,  co-operated  with  them,  filling  the  news- 
papers with  articles  in  praise  of  Texas,  and  using 
alt  the  arguments  for  getting  her  back  which  have 
since  been  repealed  by  others  who  gave  no  help 
then.  And  so  the  second  attempt  to  repair  the  mis- 
chief of  the  treaty  of  1819,  failed  as  the  first  had 
done. 

The  mission  of  General  Memucan  Hunt,  minister 
from  Texas,  was  the  next  serious  attempt  to  bring 
Texas  into  the  Union;  but  the  parties  were  then 
changed:  it  was  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and 
Texas  herself  became  the  applicant.  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren was  then  president — Mr.  Forsyth  his  secretary 
of  state — and  both  in  favor  of  getting  back  the 
country.  But  Texas  and  Mexico,  though  not  fight- 
ing, had  not  made  peace:  they  were  in  the  legal  stale 
of  war  with  respect  to  each  other:  and  to  have  ad- 
mitted Texas  into  the  Union  would  have  been  to 
have  adopted  her  side  of  the  war,  and  to  have  plac- 
ed the  United  States  at  war  with  Mexico. 

Neither  justice  nor  policy  permitted  this,  especi- 
ally as,  if  left  alone,  they  would  make  peace  after 
awhile;  and  then  annexation  could  be  effected  with- 
out  a breach  with  Mexico.  Upon  this  view  they 
acted.  He  (Mr.  B.J  concurred  with  them,  and  so 
did  all  the  people  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  question  of  admission  of  Texas  then  went  to 
sleep,  and  was  quietly  wailing  the  end  of  the  war 
with  Mexico.  All  the  old  friends  to  the  recovery  of 
the  country  were  willing  to  await  the  event:  but  in 
the  year  1842,  during  Mr.  Tyler’s  administration,  a 
new  set  of  friends,  who  had  cared  nothing  about 
Texas  before,  and  one  of  whom  had  given  her  away 
when  we  had  her,  became  furious  for  immediate  an- 
nexation; and  the  annexation  treaty  of  1844  was  the 
fruit  of  that  new  and  sudden  impatience.  The  old 
friends  of  Texas  stood  upon  their  old  ground:  the 
countries  were  still  at  war,  but  actually  negotiating 
for  peace:  they  wanted  Texas  annexed,  but  without 
war  with  Mexico,  and  urged  a little  delay,  to  permit 
their  ministers,  then  negotiating  under  the  auspices 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  to  make  peace.  All 
delay  was  refused,  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  was 
rejected  by  the  senate  because  its  ratification  would 
have  been  immediate  war  with  Mexico.  He  (Mr. 
B.J  was  one  of  the  majority  of  the  senate  which  re- 
jected that  treaty;  and  his  constituents,  though  all  in 
favor  of  annexation,  appreciated  his  motives,  and 
justified  his  conduct.  His  re-election  to  the  senate 
in  the  same  year  was  the  verdict  of  the  people  upon 
his  conduct,  and  he  made  them  his  ptofoiind  thanks 
for  the  justice  of  that  verdict,  and  the  honor  of  that 
election. 

The  treaty  of  annexation  was  rejected,  but  annex- 
ation in  another  form  was  still  prosecuted.  A reso- 
lution for  the  admission  of  Texas  as  a state,  passed 
the  house  of  representatives;  an  additional  alterna- 
tive resolution  was  added  in  the  senate,  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  negotiate  fur  admission,  and  to 
conciliate,  and  recognize  Mexico,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent the  annexation  from  bringing  on  war.  The 
expiring  administration  of  Mr.  Tyler  snatched  the 
alternative  from  the  hands  of  the  president  elect — 
hurried  off  the  bouse  resolution  by  a midnight  mes- 
senger— slammed  the  door  of  conciliation  in  the  face 
of  Mexico, — and  inflamed  her  pride  and  resentment 
to  the  highest  degree.  From  that  time  forth  every- 
thing breathed  war  between  the  two  countries,  which 
broke  out  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  the  history  of  the  loss  and 
gain  of  Texas,  and  its  sequence,  the  tear  with  Mexico. 
The  country  is  recovered — a war  has  followed,  and 
the  question  now  js  how  to  finish  it?  For  himself  he 
felt  clear,  His  policy  had  been  uniform  from  first 
to  last^it  was  to  gel  back  Texas,  without  a breach 
with  Mexico;  and  he  was  certain  it  might  have  been 
done  if  w ise  and  temperate  counsels  had  prevailed. 
The  United  Slates  had  only  to  wait  lor  peace:  that 
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was  upon  the  point  of  heina;  signed  in  January,  1844, 
under  the  powerful  mediation  of  Great  Britain 
France,  when  liie  then  ad  ninistration  brok-  n;-  ti" 
peacefnl  negotiation,  dispersed  the  ministers  a--  ;m 
ed  the  war,  and  placed  the  army  and  navy  under  tii  ■ 
co  'trol  of  the  President  of  Texas  to  fight  .Mexico 
The  rejection  of  the  treaty  stopped  the  war  then 
assumed;  but  the  midnight  transmission  of  the  house 
resolution  started  it  again,  and  soon  placed  the  two 
republics  in  the  unhappy  condition  in  which  they 
now  stand. 

Mr.  B.  repeated.  His  policy  from  beginning  to 
ending  had  been  to  get  back  Texas  without  war,  or 
even  a breach  of  friendship,  with  Mexico.  He  was 
greatly  averse  to  such  a war.  He  saw  great  and 
extraordinary  evils  in  it.  Besides  the  evils  common 
to  all  wars — loss  of  lives,  distress  of  families,  inter- 
ruption of  commerce,  ruin  to  many  merchants,  and 
a load  of  debts  and  taxes — besides  all  these  ordinary 
evils  incident  to  all  wars,  he  saw  others  of  a new 
and  extraordinary  kind  in  a war  with  Mexico.  She 
was  a republic,  and  a weak  one,  and  our  neighbor, 
and  had  done  ns  the  honor  to  copy  our  constitution 
and  form  of  government,  and  had  maintained  civil 
wars  at  home  to  keep  it  up.  She  was  one  of  the 
Spanish  American  states  which  stretch  from  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  United  States  to  Cape  Horn, 
the  whole  of  which  liad  copied  our  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  established  close  political  and  commercial 
relations  with  us.  All  these  states  had  just  emanci- 
pated themselves  from  European  domination,  adopt- 
ed the  republican  system,  and  taken  the  U.  Slates, 
for  their  model  and  their  friend — the  elder  sister  and 
parental  guardian  of  the  cordon  of  republics  which 
stretched  across  the  two  Americas.  The  position  of 
the  United  Stales,  at  the  head  of  this  long  chain  of 
republics,  was  grand  and  impressive  and  imposed 
upon  her  an  enlarged  and  enlightened  system,  which 
bad  been  carefully  acted  upon  by  all  American 
statesmen  from  the  time  these  Spanish  American 
states  began  to  establish  their  independence.  Europe 
had  a system  of  monarchies,  consolidated  by  the  holy 
alliance.  The  new  world  had  its  system  of  repub- 
lics, to  be  cemented  and  united  by  sympathy  and 
friendship.  To  'uainlain  our  position  at  the  head  of 
this  republican  .-ysiem  in  the  new  world,  was  due  to 
ourselves  and  the  human  race.  To  cherish  and  per- 
petuate these  republics — to  preserve  their  friendship 
and  their  commerce — to  continue  to  be  their  politi- 
cal mentor — to  continue  them  in  the  republican  sys- 
tem of  the  new  world,  and  prevent  their  relapse  into 
the  monarchical  system  of  the  old  world — this  was 
our  true  and  noble  policy.  War  with  any  one  of 
them  would  endanger  that  policy;  for,  being  all  of 
the  same  origin,  religion,  language,  customs,  they 
would  naturally  sympathise  with  each  other,  and  in 
having  war  with  one,  the  friendship  of  all  might  be 
jeoparded. 

He,  (Mr.  B.,)  had  endeavored  to  act  upon  these  en- 
larged principles,  originating  not  with  him  but  with 
enlightened  statesmen  before  he  came  into  public 
life.  He  had  endeavored  to  get  back  Texas  without 
a war  with  Mexico,  and  was  certain  it  might  have 
been  done  with  all  ease  by  the  simple  process  of 
leaving  Mexico  and  Texas  to  make  peace,  and  treat- 
ing Mexico  with  the  respect  and  deference  due  to 
a sister  republic — the  more  proud  and  sensitive  be- 
cause weak  and  unable  to  contend  with  us.  The 
first  great  error  was  the  annexation  treaty  of  1842!' 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted:  that  was 
the  work  of  the  Tyler  administration,  and  for  selfish 
and  unworthy  purposes.  The  second  great  error,  or 
worse  than  error,  was  the  rejection  of  the  senate’s 
alternative  resolution,  and  despatch  of  midnight 
messenger  to  Texas  with  the  absolute  resolution  of 
admission,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845; 
that  also  was  the  work  of  the  Tyler  administration, 
and  in  the  last  moment  of  its  expiring  existence. — 
The  first  of  these  steps — the  treaty — would  have 
made  instant  war  if  it  had  been  ratified  by  the  se- 
nate: the  second  made  the  war!  and  now  the  great 
question  is,  to  finish  it.  How  finish  it?  That  was 
the  question  which  every  body  was  putting  to  him, 
and  on  which  every  one  present,  no  doubt,  would 
wish  to  hear  him  speak.  But  this  was  nut  the  time 
to  speak  upon  that  point.  The  lime  would  come, 
but  it  was  not  now.  His  opinions  had  been  asked 
by  the  president,  and  given  to  him,  and  approved  by 
him,  and  in  time  would  be  given  to  the  public. 

But  he  could  say  that  he  relied  more  upon  policy 
than  upon  arms  to  finish  this  war  with  a weak  and 
proud  neighbor.  Fight  us  battles,  she  could  not. — 
That  was  proved  from  San  Jacinto  to  Sierra  Gordo; 
Md  wherever  the  two  races  met,  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  victories  would 
come  as  often  as  fights  came;  but  there  was  a danger 
to  be  feared — the  danger  of  fanalicism — and  the 
conversion  of  .yie  war  into  a death  contest  for  coun- 
try and  religion.  The  Spanish  race  is  susceptible  of 
deep  national  emotion — a fanatical  emotion — both 


religiously  and  politically,  and  of  which  their  histo- 
■ '"I'l  I '.I't'S  Ml'iiridniil  cx'mn'i  h : Old  an' 

10  ' : iiC'.'  W.iM.i,  and  fr  i ■ i iu' C'- ' ' Im  ■ 

'Vidjiis  and  llie  Roiikiiis  In  i , n;  Frc-ncli  under 
Bonaparie.  Policy  more  lli;m  artiT-  but  combined 
with  arms,  he  considered  the  road  to  peace. 

He  would  not  say  that  victories  alone  would  not 
bring  peace — they  might  do  so,  but  not  the  kind  of 
peace  he  was  in  searcli  of.  He  wanted  the  peace 
which  was  not  merely  a cessation  of  hostilities,  but 
a restoration  of  the  fruits  and  blessings  of  peace — 
the  restoration  of  friendship  and  commerce,  and  of 
our  position  as  head  and  chief  and  paternal  guardi- 
an of  the  system  of  republics  in  the  New  World. — 
The  peace  which  leaves  all  the  animosities  and  re- 
sentments of  war  behind,  was  not  the  peace  which 
the  interests  of  the  countries,  and  the  good  of  the 
republican  system,  and  the  safety  and  independence 
of  the  two  Americas,  required. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  stood  upon  ground  which  he  could 
not  explore:  he  alluded  lo  subjects  which  he  could 
not  unfold:  but  he  could  say  that  it  was  a great  error 
to  confound  the  whole  Mexican  people — the  whole 
eight  millions  of  their  mixed  population — under  any 
one  general  view,  either  politically,  morally,  or  in- 
tellectually, or  in  their  feelings  towards  the  United 
States  and  the  war.  It  would  be  a great  error  to 
confound  this  large  and  mixed  mass  under  any  one 
general  view,  and  a worse  error  to  act  either  milita- 
rily or  politically  upon  that  view.  It  had  its  divi- 
sions, both  of  races  and  of  political  parties;  and, 
leaving  out  the  illiterate,  impovei  ished,  and  depress- 
ed part  of  the  Indian  race,  which  signified  nothing 
politically,  though  the  half  of  the  whole  population, 
and  the  tola  resource  for  day  laborart  and  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army — leaving  out  that  depressed  half, 
the  other  half  is  radically  and  irreconcilably  divided 
in  political  systems,  and  in  all  the  affections  and  views 
which  result  from  that  division.  The  larger  half  of 
the  enlightened  half  is  republican,  and  has  struggled 
since  1824  for  our  form  of  government,  and  always 
carries  the  elections;  the  other  part  is  the  monarachi- 
cal,  and  the  strongest,  though  least  numerous,  because 
it  has  the  sinews  of  war — money  and  arms.  It  rests 
upon  the  church  and  a standing  army  of  near  20,000 
officers,  and  not  much  over  twenty  thousand  men. 
The  policy  of  tlie  republican  part  leads  them  to 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  United  States;  the 
policy  of  the  monarchists  leads  them  to  European 
affections  and  American  antipathies.  But  there  are 
points  at  which  they  all  unite — the  pride  of  nation- 
ality— the  love  of  religion  and  of  country — and 
which  makes  them  all  equally  formidable,  equally 
susceptible  of  being  fanalicised,  both  religiously  and 
politically  against  a foreign  invader.  This  unites 
both  parties  against  us  now:  but  still  there  is  a great 
difference  between  those  who  wish  to  be  friends,  and 
those  who  do  not — between  those  who  are  willing  to 
make  permanent  and  cordial  peace,  and  if  they  make 
one  will  only  intend  it  for  a treacherous  and  hollow 
truce.  This  difference  of  parties  should  be  known 
lo  the  American  statesman,  and  acted  upon.  Un- 
happily the  present  war  had  given  the  monarchical 
party  the  ascendant,  at  the  very  moment  that  the 
elections  were  bringing  the  republicans  into  power, 
and  enabling  them  to  re-establish  our  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  expressed  his  opinions  publicly 
and  responsibly  in  the  senate,  both  in  speeches  and 
in  votes;  and  privately  and  .'"rankly  to  the  president 
whenever  asked.  He  had  done  More,  He  had  been 
willing  to  resign  his  place  in  the  senate  and  go  to  the 
field  of  operations,  not  so  much  to  command  armies 
as  lo  make  military  movements  subservient  to  diplo- 
matic policy,  and  produce  a peace  which  should  be 
a restoration  of  friendship,  and  not  a mere  truce, 
extorted  by  force  from  weakness,  and  leaving  the 
animosities  of  war  behind.  He  who  had  refused 
embassies  to  the  first  courts  of  Europe,  was  willing 
to  go  to  Mexico:  he  who  bad  refused  to  let  his 
friends  propose  him  for  first  major  general  in  May, 
1846,  which  would  have  put  him  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  was  willing  to  have  taken  a commission  when 
the  war  began  lo  take  the  appearance  of  continuing 
long,  and  of  becoming  fanatical,  and  giving  strength 
to  the  monarchial  European  parly.  He  was  willing 
to  have  taken  the  place  of  lieutenant  general;  for 
that  would  have  shocked  no  military  feeling,  and 
displaced  no  military  man,  and  would  have  allowed 
a policy  approved  by  the  president,  to  have  been 
Completely  carried  out.  He  could  say  no  more,  at 
this  time,  upon  that  point;  but  when  the  plan  which 
he  submitted  to  ibe  president  comes  to  be  made 
known,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  military  men  would 
have  had  nothing  to  complain  of — that  Gen.  Taylor, 
instead  of  struggling  at  Buena  "V'sta  with  5,000  men 
against  20,000,  would  have  been  advancing  on  Santa 
Anna  with  20,000;  that  Gen.  ScuU,  instead  of  an 
entrenched  army  at  Siei  ra  Gordo,  would  have  pro- 
bably found  the  road  open  lo  Mexico;  that  the  two 


generals  would  have  probably  met  sooner  at  the  city 
of  ""  v,ico,  and  found  tliem«elves  attended  by  a di- 
; ' 1C  nii-.sion,  nationally  constituted,  b dli  in  a 

irengraphical  and  in  a political  sense,  and  prepared 
to  lake  advantage  of  all  events  lo  smooth  the  way 
to  a solid  and  lasting  peace. 

•Mr.  Benton  passed  to  a new  subject — one  which 
had  not  yet  excited  the  public  attention — but  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  pregnant  with  much  daneer,  and 
required  early  attention.  It  was  not  a question  of 
foreign  war,  to  be  settled  by  arms  or  diplomacy,  but 
of  domestic  legislation,  to  be  settled  by  public  opi- 
nion, and  by  votes.  He  allu  led  lo  the  slavery  pro- 
pagandist resolutions,  introduced  into  the  senate, 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  session,  and  which  he 
had  stigmatized  as  fire-brand,  on  the  day  of  their 
introduction.  On  their  face  these  resolutions  con- 
template a subversion  of  the  Union,  throwing  the 
guilt  of  the  subversion  upon  those  who  oppose  their 
enactment  into  law.  At  the  same  time,  Itiey  propose 
what  no  citizen  of  a non-slaveholding  stale  can  ever 
stand,  and  what  many  from  the  slaveh-dding  stales, 
hioiself  in  the  number,  would  not  sta,  , if  they  could. 
They  propose  the  abolition  of  all  cuuifiromises,  past 
and  future,  on  the  slavery  question,  and  treat  as  vio- 
lators of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  as  subverters  of  the  Union,  all  who  will 
not  agree  to  extended  slavery  lo  all  the  terriloiies  of 
the  United  States,  even  to  the  most  remote  and  hy- 
perborean— lo  Oregon  itself,  in  the  latitude  of  Wis- 
consin and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  They  go  the 
precise  length  of  the  northern  abolitionists,  and  with 
the  same  practical  consequence,  only  in  a reversed 
form.  The  abolition  creed  is,  that  the  admission  of 
slavery  in  any  part  of  the  Union  is  a violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  a dissolution  of  the  Union;  the  new 
resolutions  declare  that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in 
any  territory  of  the  Union  as  a violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  of  the  rights  of  the  slates,  and  subver- 
sion of  the  Union!  So  true  it  is,  that  extremes  meet, 
and  that  all  fanaticism,  for  or  against  any  dogma, 
terminates  at  the  same  point  of  intolerance  and  de- 
fiance. 

The  first  effect  of  this  new  slavery  creed,  which 
the  south  was  summoned  to  adopt  most  summarily, 
would  be  lo  establish  a new  political  test  for  trying 
the  orthodoxy  of  all  candidates  for  the  presidency; 
and  as  no  northern  man  could  stand  such  a lest  at 
home,  the  whole  of  them  would  be  kn'  cked  in  the 
head,  so  far  as  the  south  was  concerned,  at  a single 
lick.  The  next  effect  of  these  resolutions,  if  adopt- 
ed, in  the  non  slaveholding  states,  would  be  to  put 
an  end  to  the  present  political  division  of  parlies, 
and  lo  substitute  a new  parly  in  the  south,  (with  its 
antagonist  in  the  north,)  bounded  by  geographical 
lines  and  founded  on  the  sole  principle  of  slavery 
propagandism.  The  third  effect  of  these  resolutions 
would  be  that  which  is  stated,  hypothetically,  on 
their  face,  namely,  the  subversion  of  the  Union. 

Seeing  these  resolutions  in  this  dangerous  point  of 
view,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  stigmatized  them  as  a fire- 
brand on  the  day  of  their  introduction,  and  had  since 
deprecated  their  application  to  the  Oregon  bill,  by 
which  the  Oregon  people  were  left  without  law  or 
government  for  a year  longer.  Many  persons  thought 
him  too  prompt  in  his  denunciation  of  these  resolu- 
tions: perhaps  the  same  persons  thought  him  loo 
prompt  in  denouncing  the  Oregon  joint  occupation 
treaty  in  1818 — the  treaty  which  gave  away  Texas 
in  1819 — the  treaty  of  annexation  in  1844 — and  all 
the  measures  of  the  Tyler  administration  which  led 
to  the  Mexican  war  in  1846:  but  the  truth  might  be 
that  he  was  not  too  fast,  but  themselves  loo  slow. — 
The  resolutions  appeared  dangerous  to  him,  and  he 
struck  them  at  their  first  apparition  in  the  senate 
chamber.  He  had  done  his  duty:  he  had  sounded  the 
alarm:  it  was  for  the  people  of  the  United  States — 
all  the  friends  of  the  Union — to  do  the  rest.  There 
was  no  Jackson  now  to  save  the  Union  by  a voice, 
like  the  command  of  destiny,  proclaiming  that  ‘‘it 

SHALL  BE  PRESERVED.” 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  limited  him- 
self  on  this  occasion,  lo  the  few  subjects  on  which 
he  had  touched,  without  exhausting  them.  They 
were  subjects  of  present  interest,  and  of  national 
import,  and  rose  above  the  level  of  party,  and  were 
fit  to  be  discussed  in  this  assemblage,  which  was  not 
one  of  parly.  He  had  not  acted  upon  them  in  a par- 
ty character  when  before  the  senate,  and  did  not 
speak  of  them  as  parly  measures  now.  On  proper 
subjects,  when  parly  principles  were  applicable,  he 
was  found  close  enough  lo  his  party  line.  When 
principles  did  not  apply — when  the  subject  was 
either  too  large  or  loo  small  for  party — wlieu  a fo- 
reign war,  or  domestic  discussion,  was  the  question, 
or  a poor  clerk  or  laborer  to  be  turned  out  of  em- 
ployment— on  such  great,  and  on  such  little  subjects 
as  these,  he  chose  rather  to  act  in  the  character  of  a 
patriot  who  felt  for  his  country,  and  of  a man  who 
lelt  fur  his  fellow  man. 
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FOREIGN. 

The  sfeam?r  Hibernia  lel'i  Liverpool  on  the  19ih  ult., 
and  reached  Bosinn  nn  ihe  3d  insl. 

Suoi'lies  of  breadstuff's  were  falling  off,  and  the  de- 
mand increasing  over  the  continent. 

Great  distress  still  prevails  in  Ire. and,  and  many  are 
dying  ofsiarvation. 

Markets. — All  kinds  of  bread  stuffs  had  advanced  in 
price.  Good  American  fiuur  on  the  19th  commanded 
49  to  50s. 

Corn  brisk  at  63  to  65s.  per  4&0  lbs. 

Red  wheat  36s.  6d.  a 40s.  White  40s.  3d.  or  14s.  per 
70  lbs. 

Provisions  firm. 

Cotton  had  declined — and  afterwards  rallied  some- 
what, blit  was  jd  low'er  on  the  19th,  than  quotations  by 
the  steamer  of  the  4th.  Prices.— Georgia  6t;  Mobile  6^; 
New  Orlean.s  6|  I. 

Money  Market — Wb.en  the  steamer  left,  the  pres- 
sure on  the  money  market  was  not  as  severe  as  it  had 
been.  Btillioti  in  bmk  it  was  believed  had  increased  to 
about  ten  million^,  winch  seems  to  have  given  confi- 
dence. Consols  remain  depressed.  Stocks  rather  im- 
proved . . • 1 ■ 

In  the  course  of  a debate  in  parliament  in  relation  to 
the  coiidiiion  of  tne  stale  of  the  money  market,  lord 
Brougham  staled,  that  to  his  own  knowledge  the  best  pa- 
per in  the  city  of  London  had  been  refused  at  1'3  and  13 
per  cent.  Lord  Ashburton  attributed  much  of  the  pre- 
sent embarrassment  to  the  impolitic  restrictions  imposed 
upon  ihe  bank  of  Englaha  by  the  act  of  1844.  He  had 
predicted  exactly  such  refills  when  opposing  the  modi- 
fications of  iha  charier.  Lord  Wharncliffin  reply,  rnain- 
tained  lhat  nothing  but  'hose  restiiciions  could  have 
saved  die  naiion  from  much  greater  embarrassment, 
under  such  drains  upon  her  resources  as  they  had  been 
conipell  d to  meet.  , , r u 

Fr.ance.— Ii  was  stated  in  the  chamber  ol  peers  on  the 
10th  iiist.  by  the  minister  of  commerce  and  agriculture 
that  the  prospects  of  the  ne.xt  harvest  were  extresiely 
premising;  iioi widi.nandmg  this  prospect  the  markets 
continued  to  rise  in  various  parts  of  France. 

Mexican  privateer — A Barcelona  date  of  the  3rd 
May  stales  that  the  Mexican  privateer  Unico,  of  Vera 
Cruz,  carrying  one  gun  and  53  men,  had  captured  m the 
waters  of  Arica,  and  brought  into  Barcelona  the  A'’!®' 
rican  ship  Carmelita,  190  tons.  Captain  Mwin  Little- 
field, from  Ponce,  P.  R-,  with  a cargo  of  coffee,  bound  to 
Trieste  . , 

fThe  above  is  no  doubt  true.  The  American  vessel 
named  sailed  from  Porto  Rico  the  latter  end  of  March.] 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Numerous  arrivals  at  New  Orleans  since  our  last, 
have  furnished  news  daily  from  thence.  The  last  Vera 
Cmiz  dales  are  to  the  22d  May,  by  the  steamer  Palmetto, 
on  board  of  whicli  C . Edinon  Ison,  aid  to  Gen.  Scott, 
Major  Dunlap,  U.  S.  A.,  „eie  passengers. 

Gen.  Shields  continues  to  improve  slowly;  Captain 
Mason,  of  the  rifles,  died  on  the  15ih;  Dr.  Barton,  sur- 
geon U.  S.  A.  is  president  of  the  board  of  health  at  Ve. 
ra  Cruz. 

Naval.  Capt.  Mayo,  U.  S.  N.,  governor  of  Alvara- 
do, started  with  SO  men  in  gun  boats  on  the  13ih  for 
Talascoya,  situated  nearly  100  miles  S-BW.  from  Al- 
varado. The  place  submitted,  and  he  was  received 
with  respect.  He  considered  it  best  not  to  leave  a gar- 
rison. On  his  return  down  the  narrow  river,  he  was 
fired  upon  from  the  chaparral,  and  one  officer  and  five 
seamen  were  wounded.  , , , i. 

Com.  Perry,  with  a squadron,  had  gone  to  the  south, 
searching  fur  laurels.  - 

Nantia,  capitulated  to  the  sloop  of  war  Germantown, 
on  the  10th  of  May,  and  was  retaken  on  the  1 1th  by 
300  Mexicans  ,,  , 

Major  Diminock,  with  one  company  oi  artillery  and 
some  recruits  for  the  5th  and  7th  infantry,  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  17ih,  and  takes  postal  the  Nationai 
bridge  fill  fin  t'  er  orders.  - , , 

Just  as  the  Palmetto  was  leaving,  most  of  the  mule- 
teers of  a train  of  120  pack  mules,  loaded  wiih  flour  and 
pork  that  had  k fi  the  evening  before  for  the  army,  re 
till  ned  10  the  city,  having  been  fired  on  three  miles  out, 
and  the  whole  train  capiured. 


A report  had  reached  Puebla,  that  Herrera  had  been 
chosen  president.  Other  reports  spoke  of  Elliolaga — 
whilst  other  inipi  -ssions  were  that  Santa  Anna  wa- 
mancEiivering  hb  army  with  a view  of  securing  his  own 
flection.  Itissaid  that  he  did  not  stop  at  San  Martin, 
after  leaving  Puebla,  but  kept  on  towards  the  capital, 
where  ilie  latest  accounts  say,  fifieen  battalions  of  the 
national  guards  had  been  organized. 

The  several  provinces  appear  lo  be  actively  employed 
in  preparations  for  their  own  defence.  The- clergy  are 
preaching  resistance. 

Several  passes  upon  the  route  to  Mexico  were  being 
fortified.  Letters  from  ihe  army  say,  that  more  fighting 
will  have  to  be  done,  before  reaching  the  capital. 

With  but  a force  of  six  thousand  “disposable”  men. 
General  Scott  will  hardly  attempt  to  move  beyond  Pue- 
bla. The  Me,xicans  will  have  time  torally. 

Fif'een  oiierrihaR  had  been  surprised  close  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  captured. 

“army  op  0 e c u p a t I 0 n.” 

Brazos  dares  to  iho  20th,  Matamoros  lo  the  19th,  and 
Monterey  to  the  9ih,  report  General  Taylor’s  army  in 
good  h'-allh.  Lieut.  Col  Randolph,  Virginia  regiment, 
on  the  5ih  capiured  40  of  Canale.s’  men  at  China. 

The  .Matamoros  Flag  says.  “The  following  regiments 
have  been  ordered  lojiiin  General  Scott,  the  9th,  Him, 
12ih,  14ihand  15th  of  infantry,  and  the  regiment  of  volti- 
gueurs.  The  lOth,  13th  and  16th  of  infantry,  and  3d  of 
dragoons  have  orders  to  join  Gen.  Taylor. 

Those  new  regiineiiis  are  concentrating  and  organiz- 
ing but  are  incomplete. 

Capt.  Pike,  with  a company  of  Arkansas  cavalry,  had 
been  ordered  by  Gen.  Wool  Irom  Saltillo  towards  Parras, 
with  a view  of  meeting  and  escorting  Colonel  Doniplian’.s 
delaclimenl  to  Saltillo.  Their  errand  it  is  feared  will 
prove  fruiile.ss. 

From  present  appearances,  General  Taylor  will  hardly 
have  a sufficient  lorce  to  advance  upon  San  Louis  very 
soon,  his  volunteers  having  left  for  home.  Generals  Ml- 
non  and  Urrea.  w hose  forces  have  hardly  been  in  action 
yet,  are  believed  to  have  proceeded  towards  San  Louis, 
and  the  local  force  organized  there  at  the  last  dates  were 
some  thousands. 

‘army  op  the  north.” 

Unpleasant  reports  have  been  in  circulation  during  the 
week  in  relation  to  Col.  Doniphan’s  command.  Previous 
accounts  left  hmi  at  Chihuahua  entirely  at  a loss  which 
way  to  move — not  having  received  any  information  as 
to  Gen.  Wool’s  movements,  and  being  uncertain  as  to 
the  posture  ofaff'airs  in  any  direction,  the  time  for  which 
his  Volunteers  had  entered  being  nearly  out,  and  they 
sorely  an  want  of  clothing  and  money, not  having  received 
any  pay.  They  were  determined  to  return  home.  By 
what  route  to  attempt  to  reach  home,  seemed  to  be  the 
difficulty. 

The  reports  to  which  we  allude,  are  derived  from  the 
Mexican  authority  through  foreigners  that  have  arrived 
from  Mexico.  It  was  in  amount,  that  Col.  Doniphan 
having  started  from  Chihuahua,  with  aview  of  joining 
Gen.  Wool  at  Saliillo,  ha  I been  attacked  by  a corps  of 
Mexicans,  lost  his  artillery,  and  was  compelled  to  retreat 
to  Chihuahua.  Little  confidence  is  placed  in  the  report. 
From  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  meet  with  on  the 
subject,  our  impression  is,  that  Col.  Doniphan  commen- 
ced his  march  from  Chihuahua  with  a view  of  returnisg 
home  by  the  southern  route,  and  acrossthe  Rio  Grande; 
and  that  soon  after  starting,  information  of  the  insurrec- 
tion which  was  commenced  at  Santa  Fe,  reached  him, 
and  induced  him  to  change  his  course  with  a view  of 
settling  affairs  up  there  on  his  way  home.  The  public 
will  be  anxious  to  hear  again  from  the  Colonel  and  bis 
isolated  delachment. 


CHRONICLE. 


Treasury  notes — The  official  report  of  June  1, 
shows,  amount  outstanding  of  issues  prior  to  the  22J 
July.  1846,  P03.817  31 

Outstanding  of  July  22,  ’46,  issues  3,565,600  00 

Do.  January,  ’47,  issues  8,100,000  00 


Deduct  cancelled  notes  in  hand 


pi, 369, 417  31 
783,700  00 


Puebla  Captured —On  the  15ih  April  Gen.  Worth’s 
division  approached  Puebla.  Santa  Anna  had  just 
reached  there,  and  was  in  the  act  of  procuring  shoes  lor 
his  barefooted  soldiers,  “his  force  estimated  by  some 
as  low  as  1500,  by  others  as  high  as  10,000.”  He  ordered 
his  corps  oflaiKers  to  oppose  Worth’s  approach,  by  shou- 
of  resistance,  in  order  to  afford  him  lime.  A slight  skir- 
mish ensued.  The  lancers  were  pursued  hotly  as  they 
retreated.  Santa  Anna  quilted  in  haste  towards  the 
capital,  and  Gen.  Worth  took  possession  of  Puebla;  the 
Mexicans  there  evincing  an  unfriendly  spirit. 

Orders  for  Gen.  Twiggs’  division  to  start  the  21st  from 
Jalapa  for  Puebla.  Col.  Childs’  to  remain  at  Jalapa  in 

command.  „ . , ,t  , i 

One  of  the  many  reports  at  Puebla  was,  that  General 
Valencia  was  between  that  place  and  Mexico  at  the  head 
oflo.OOO  men.  . 

Up  to  the20ih  no  inlelhgence  of  Worth’s  progress  had 
reached  Jalapa.  It  was  considered  almost  certain  that 
intercourse  had  been  cut  of.  At  the  noon  of  the  21st  a 
diligence  arrived  with  the  news  of  his  having  occupied 
Puebla  on  the  15ih.  In  the  skirmish  at  Amasoca,  three 
of  Santa  Anna’s  lancers  were  killed  and  seven  wounded. 
There  were  1500  of  them. 


$11,179,717  31 

Official  notice.  Treasury  department. 

Register’s  office.  May  18,  1847. 

The  interest  on  six  per  cent  treasury  notes,  issued 
under  the  act  ol  the  28th  of  January  last,  which  run 
two  years,  will  be  paid  semi-annually,  on  the  first 
days  of  July  and  January;  but  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  interest  Jess  than  an  entire  half  year  will  be 
paid  on  such  notes,  so  that  the  first  payment  of  in- 
terest will  probably  he  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1843.  The  point,  however,  is  not  finally  decided. 

R.  H.  Gillet. 

Our  Markets. — The  news  by  the  Hibernia  gave  an 
immediate  iiiipeius  to  business  The  day  it  reached  N. 
York  50,000  bbis.  of  flour  sold  at  $9  25  a $9,50.  South- 
ern and  Germantown  brands  held  at  $10.  A lot  of  2000 
bushels  Gennei-see  wheat  brought  $2,25.  Sales  of  yel- 
low corn  reached  10.000  bushels  at  $1,50  per  bushel,  and 
33,000  white  and  mixed  at  $1,24  a 1,28. 

Freights  firm  and  rather  advancing. 


Emigrants.— Fever.  To  obviate,  if  possible,  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  disease  brought  by  the 
paupers.  &c.  shipped  to  this  country  from  Europe,  the 
authorities  of  the  city  of  Boston  have  purchased  Deer 
Island,  and  design  to  erect  large  buildings  for  the  recep- 
tion of  such  the  port  physician  shall  order  there. 

The  emigrant  commissioners  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
having  rented  the  three  buildings  owned  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Niles,  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Long  Island 
Farms,  were  about  to  occupy  them  in  a like  manner  — 
The  neigliboring  community  warmly  protested  and  held 
a meeting  at  Astoria,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  send 
an  armed  posse  to  prevent  the  commissioners  from  tak- 
ing pos.session.  That  this  deputation  went  lo  the  ffirms, 
disarmed  the  guards,  broke  open  the  doors,  and  burned 
the  three  buildings  to  the  ground,  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
populace.  The  remaining  building,  not  rented  for  the 
same  purpose,  was  not  destroyed. 

On  being  informed  of  the  destruction  of  the  above  pro- 
perty, the  authorities  at  Washington  placed  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  commissioners,  the  spacious  and  com- 
modious buildings  owned  by  the  United  States  at  the 
quarantine  ground  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
under  their  charge. 

A party  of  emigrants  on  foot  were  passing  through 
Duanesburg,  on  the  Cherry  Valley  turnpike.  New  York, 
and  coming  lo  the  house  of  a Quaker  family  by  the 
name  of  Mead,  one  of  the  emigrants,  an  elderly  per- 
son, was  observed  to  be  quite  unwell,  and  the  benevolent 
family  invited  the  party  to  stop  all  night,  gave  them  a 
supper,  and  provided  them  with  oomlortahle  lodgings 
in  an  outbuilding.  The  next  day  a member  of  Mr. 
Mead’s  family  was  taken  down  with  the  ship  Fver,  and 
ill  a few  days  three  of  the  family  died  with  this  disease, 
and  a fourth  was  so  ill  a.s  to  afford  but  lit'le  hopes  of 
recovery. 

We  have  very  distressing  accounts  indeed  of  the  situa- 
tion of  emigrants  that  are  arriving  in  great  numbers 
from  England  and  Ireland,  by  way  of  the  river  St. 
Lawre  ice.  Thoiisaiids  are  taken  to  such  hospitals  as 
can  be  provided,  and  hundreds  have  died  oti  board  of 
single  ships  during  their  passage. 

.Veto  York  and  JYew  Orleans  line  of  Mail  steamers. — 
We  learn  from  good  authority,  that  the  five  steamers 
under  the  recent  act  of  congress,  to  ply  between  this 
port  and  New  Orleans,  touching  at  Charleston  and 
Havana,  with  a branch  line  to  Chagres,  will  soon  be 
commenced.  Two  are  to  be  built  at  this  port,  one  at 
Boston,  and  one  at  Philadelphia,  each  ofa  thousand 
tons  burthen.  The  Chagres  steamer  is  to  be  of  but 
one  thoasand  tons  burthen.  The  offers  to  construct 
the  hulls  and  machinery  vary  most  essentially  in  pri- 
ces— much  more  so  than  was  supposed  probable 

JV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

French  Steamers. — The  first  of  the  Havre  line  of 
steamers,  the  Ulloa,  will  probably  arrive  at  N.  York 
by  the  15th  of  June. 

The  New  York  Courier  des  Etats  Unis  say.s  that 
the  first  steamer  will  not  leave  for  New  York  before 
the  15th  of  May  or  the  1st  of  June.  Aymar  & Co., 
of  New  York  are  the  agents. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  establishment  of  regular 
steamers  between  Havre  and  New  York  has  received 
the  King’s  assent,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

Bible  Society.  At  the  late  anniversary  of  the  A- 
merican  Bible  Society,  Mr.  Corderoy,  a delegate  from 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  was  present, 
and  made  some  very  interesting  statements: 

He  had  come  here  to  represent  the  British  and  for- 
eign bible  society,  in  the  midst  of  this  kindred  asso- 
ciation. How  the  increase  of  the  circulation  of  the 
scriptures  had  gone  on!  In  1804  there  was  not  a so- 
ciety for  the  purpose;  in  1847  there  are  9,000  socie- 
ties. In  1804,  according  to  the  calculation  of  Dr. 
Gregory,  the  whole  world  did  not  contain  over  4,000,- 
000  of  Bibles,  In  1847,  by  the  exertions  of  the  Bri- 
tish and  Foreign  Bible  society, the  Ameripa*  Bible  so- 
ciety, and  kindred  associations,  there  are  over  30,- 
000,000  in  circulation.  In  1804  the  bihle  could  be 
read  in  48  or  49  languages.  In  1847  it  is  legible  in 
136  languages — 158  language?  and  dialects.  In  1804 
the  Bible  was  circulating  to  some  extent  among  ‘200,- 
000,000;  and  now  it  is  circulated  among  600,000,000 
of  people.” 

Several  able  and  interesting  addresses  were  made 
during  the  deliberations  of  this  venerable  society. 

New  Mexico.  A correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis 
Republican  writes: 

“It  is  supposed  that  this  is  one  of  the  finest  grazing 
countries  known;  yet  we  are  told  that  the  reason  why 
we  cannot  procure  fresh  meat  is  that  our  animals  have 
destroyed  all  the  grass.  Now,  there  have  not  been 
in  all  more  than  eight  or  nine  thousand  horses,  mules, 
and  oxen  brought  here  from  the  United  States,  and 
we  have  since  consumed  a considerable  number  of  the 
Mexican  stock;  besides  which  nearly  all  of  our  ani- 
mals have  starved  to  death'.'’ 
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C.  W.  Jame=i.  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati,  is  our  general  col- 
lecting agent  for  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  territory. — 
He  is  assisted  by  Messrs  E.  Y.  .Jennings,  J.  R.  Smith, 
J.  T.  Dent,  T.  G.  Smith,  G.  H.  Comstock,  and  F.  J. 
Hawes.  Ml  G.  W.  Beaver  is  also  assisting  him  as  a soli- 
citing agent.  Persons  may  be  safe  in  paying  either  of 
those  gentlemen  for  us,  as  they  each  have  credentials  of 
authority,  as  also  certificates  of  H.  E.  Spencer,  Esq  , may- 
or of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  describing  their  persons,  with 
the  seal  of  his  office  attached.  Those  gentlemen  are  all 
now  nut,  with  our  accounts,  and  it  will  confer  a special 
kindness  if  our  friends  he  prepared  for  their  calls. 

Israel  E.  James,  Esq.,  general  agent  for  the  southern 
elates,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida.  He  is  assisted  by  Jas.  K.  Whipple,  Wm.  H. 
Weld,  O.  II.  P.  Stem,  John  B.  Weld,  B.  B.  Hdssey, 
and  Theodore  Baggs. 

James  Deering,  Esq.,  sub  agent  of  I.  E.  James,  is 
authorised  to  collect  for  us  in  the  states  of  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Tennessee,  Loui.siana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas. 

John  F.  Johnson  and  Eli  M.  Stevenson,  Esgrs. 
agents  for  the  state  of  Kentucky,  western  Virginia,  &c. 

Thus.  Severn,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  states  of  Pennsylva- 
ni.i,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York. 

John  W.  Chambers,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  city  of  New 
York. 

PHtLip  M.  Tabbs,  Esq.,  agent  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

W.  C.  Clayton,  Esq.,  agent  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Payment  to  either  of  the  above  named  agencies,  or 
through  the  usual  channel,  the  mail,  will  be  gratefully 
acknowledged,  and  exceedingly  serviceable  to  the 
Editor. 


Any  of  the  above  agents  are  authorised  to  receive 
subscriptions  to  Niles’  National  Register  for  us. 


PRESIDENTIAL,  1848. 


COL.  BENTON  NOMINATED. 

Fayette,  Missouri,  Jan.  13,  1347. 

Dear  sir:  I enclose  you  the  Missouri  Democrat 
of  this  date,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a public 
meeting  of  the  democracy  of  Howard  county,  held 
on  the  21st  of  December  last,  for  the  purpose  of  no- 
minating candidates  for  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  as  chairman  of  that  meeting, 
to  inform  you  of  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion, 
which  I take  great  pleasure  in  discharging  by  refer- 
ring you  to  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting  as  pub- 
lished iQ  the  cuciosed  paper. 

1 hope  you  will  agree  with  the  democracy,  that 
the  lime  has  arrived  when  Ihejieople  should  take 
into  consideration  the  claims  of  the  distinguished  in- 
dividuals of  the  United  Stales,  and  say  who  is  to  be 
their  leader  in  the  contest  of  1848.  Should  you  be 
the  standard-bearer  of  1848,  selected  by  a national 
convention  of  the  democracy,  it  will  be  a source  of 
much  pride  and  gratitude  to  the  democracy  of  Mis- 
souri. 

It  is  with  much  pride  and  pleasure  the  democracy 
of  old  Howard  presents  your  name  to  the  democracy 
of  these  United  Stales,  as  their  first  choice  to  fill  the 
most  important  oflScc  within  the  gift  of  a free  and 
inteliigeiit  people. 

We  hope  you  will  not  consider  us  premature  in 
presenting  your  name  to  the  nation,  and  that  you 
will  acquiesce  in  whatever  disposition  your  numer- 
ous friends  may  make  of  you. 

With  much  solicitude  for  your  future  usefulness 
in  the  cause  ol  our  free  institutions,  I subscribe  my- 
aelf.  Your  friend,  W.  M.  JACKSON. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton. 

[col.  Benton’s  reply  ] 

St.  Louis,  May  7,  1847. 

Dear  sir:  I take  the  first  momeiil  of  leisure  after 
my  arrival  at  this  place  to  answer  your  kind  com- 
munication of  the  13ih  of  January,  and  to  let  you 
know  how  much  I was  pained  at  seeing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  most  respectable  meeting  of  which  you 
were  chairman.  li  was  precisely  to  forestall  and 
prevent  such  manifestations  in  my  favor,  that  1 spoke 
to  ihe  point  of  the  next  presidency  in  my  speech  at 
Boonville,  in  the  summer  of  1844;  and  all  the  senti. 
ments  which  I then  expressed,  remain  in  full  force 
bow;  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  all  that  has 

Itnce  happene^  1 then  brought  forward  the  glaring 
Vo  YYIT  SB 


fact,  that,  in  above  fifty  years  existence  of  this  fed- 
eral government,  the  democracy  of  the  north  had 
given  but  one  president  to  the  Union,  and  that  one 
but  for  a single  term;  and  this  (of  late)  from  a south- 
ern opposition  to  northern  men.  And  1 then  took  it 
on  myself  to  say  that  this  course  of  things  would 
have  to  be  changed,  otherwise  there  weuld  be  an 
end  of  the  democratic  party,  or  of  any  party  found- 
ed on  political  principles,  and  expressed  my  gratifi- 
cation that  Mr.  Polk’s  early  and  voluntary  self-denial 
had  cleared  the  way  for  a northern  democratic  can- 
didate in  1848. 

These  were  my  sentiments  in  1344;  they  are  my 
sentiments  now,  and  are  not  to  be  abandoned  at  the 
coming  election  when  I see  a new  scheme  develop- 
ed from  the  south  for  the  permanent  exclusion  of  all 
northern  men  from  southern  support  for  the  presi- 
dency. The  firebrand  resolutions  introduced  into 
the  senate  towards  the  close  of  the  late  session,  and 
their  practical  application  to  Oregon,  (by  which  we 
lost  the  Oregon  bill,  and  leave  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory a year  longer  without  law  or  government,) 
reveal  this  scheme,  and  present  a new  test  on  the 
slavery  question,  which  no  northern  man  can  stand, 
and  which,  if  adopted  by  the  south,  must  put  an  end 
to  all  future  support  of  northern  men  from  the  south- 
ern democracy.  Heretofore  we,  the  slave  holding 
states,  have  stood  together  upon  two  points — defence 
and  compromise,  the  defence  of  property  and  insti- 
tutions, and  the  compromise  of  the  laws  and  of  the 
constitution;  and  on  these  two  points  the 
majority  of  the  north,  of  both  political  parties,  have 
been  able  to  stand  with  us.  But  now  a new  posi- 
tion is  to  be  taken — one  on  which  no  northern  man 
can  stand.  Propagandism  is  now  the  doctrine  of 
the  political  sect  which  assumes  to  be  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  slaveholding  stales;  and  to  plant  a 
slavery,  by  law,  in  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  even  the  most  remote  hyperborean — even 
in  Oregon  itself,  and  against  the  will  of  its  inha- 
bilanls — becomes  the  design  and  the  attempt! — 
The  words  of  the  resolutions,  the  speeches  in  their 
favor,  and  their  political  application  to  the  Oregon 
bill,  all  prove  this,  and  show  that  the  new  doctrine 
is  intended  to  be  made  a new  political  test,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  all  presidential  candidates  in  time  to  come, 
and,  like  all  new  tests,  intended  to  supersede  all  for- 
mer ones,  and  to  constitute  the  sole  criterion  for  the 
trial  of  candidates.  Now  everybody  must  see  that 
if  this  new  test  shall  be  adopted  by  the  slaveholding 
states,  there  is  an  end  to  all  political  support  of 
northern  men  in  these  slates;  that  the  present  organ- 
ization of  parties  must  be  broken  up,  and  a new 
party  formed,  bounded  by  geographical  lines,  and 
resting  on  the  sole  principle  of  slavery  propagandism. 
— I am  not  prepared  for  such  a slate  of  parties,  nor 
for  the  eSecl  which  it  would  have  upon  the  harmony 
and  stability  of  our  federal  Union.  1 see  great  danger 
in  this  new  move,  and  feel  the  necessity  of  meeting 
it  at  once.  In  fact,  we  must  meet  it  at  once,  or  not 
at  all;  for  it  is  pressed  upon  us  now,  and  will  conquer 
us,  if  we  do  not  conquer  it.  The  presidential  elec- 
tion of  1848  is  the  crisis;  and  if  the  new  test  can  be 
made  to  govern  that  election,  I shall  consider  the 
danger  consummated,  and  that  there  must  soon  be  an 
end  not  only  of  the  democratic  party,  but  of  all  parlies 
founded  on  principle,  and,  eventually,  an  end  of  the 
Union  itself.  Instead,  then,  of  indulging  a personal 
or  local  feeling  in  favor  of  particular  candidates,  let 
us  (the  democratic  parly)  look  to  what  the  good  of 
the  Union  and  of  the  parly  requires,  and  wait  to 
receive  a candidate  from  that  section  of  the  Union 
which  has  given  but  one  democratic  president  in 
near  sixty  years,  and  that  one  but  for  a single  term; 
and  which  is  now  threatened,  so  far  as  southern 
voters  are  concerned,  with  permanein  exclusion  from 
the  presidential  ofiBce. 

This,  iny  dear  air,  is  my  plain  and  settled  answer 
to  your  kind  communication;  and  I wish  you  to  make 
it  known  to  the  members  of  the  meeting  of  which 
you  were  chairman,  among  whom  1 see.Jhe  names 
of  many  old  friends,  and  recognize  the  voice  of  that 
powerful  county  which  has  stood  by  me  in  every  tri- 
al, from  my  first  senatorial  election  in  1820  to  my 
fifth  and  last  in  1844,  and  to  which  1 owe  many 
thanks,  which  it  is  my  intention  to  make  in  person 
during  the  course  of  the  coming  summer. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

Wade  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  Howard  county,  Mo, 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  President  op  the  U.  States,  and  family, 
reached  Washington  on  Monday  last,  from  their  de« 
lightful  excursion  to  North  Carolina. 

The  President  designs  to  leave  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment next  week  on  an  .excursion  to  the  cities  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  Boston,  and  perhaps  as  far  as 
the  state  of  Maine. 

relative  to  proposition  for  peace. 

The  “Democratic  Review”  for  the  month  of  June, 
in  a leading  article  from  a source  which  it  says  is  en» 
titled  to  confidence,  asserts  that  the  administration  is 
willing  to  make  to  Mexico,  as  the  defeated  party,  ev- 
ery possible  concession  in  point  of  favor,  and  that  it 
has  clothed  General  Scott  with  powder  to  treat  with 
the  authorities  of  Mexico,  under  the  instructions  of 
Mi.  Trist;  and  that,  should  the  Mexicans  desire  it, 
Mr.  Buchanan  will  himself  go  down  and  negotiate  in 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  sanie  writer  also  gives  the  following  as  the 
conditions  on  which  our  government  is  willing  to  treat; 

“As  to  the  cession  of  territory  demanded  of  the 
Mexicans,  the  administration  will  not  claim  it  as  a 
forfeit,  but  offer  to  pay  for  it,  so  as  to  acquire  it  by- 
purchase.  We  want  a clear  title  of  it;  and  the  ai 
ministration  considers  purchase  the  very  best  of  all 
■Jes. 

“The  expenses  of  the  war  we  will  not  claim  from 
the  Mexicans;  and  the  indemnity  which  she  owes  our 
citizens  will  be  assumed  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  We  shall  then  claim  no  money  of 
Mexico  in  any  shape,  and  are  willing  to  accept  land 
in  payment  of  our  just  demands. 

“As  to  the  territory  to  be  ceded  or  sold  to  us  by 
Mexico,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  comprise 
more  than  Upper  California  and  New  Mexico,  and 
that  our  gover.nment  will  not  insist,  as  a condition  of 
peace,  on  the  right  of  way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Te- 
huantepec; but  rather  make  this  a subject  for  subse- 
quent friendly  negotiations  between  the  two  sister  re- 
publics.” 

The  Washington  ‘Union’  in  a leading  editorial  of  the 
6th  says: 

“We have  observed  that  the  National  Intelligencer 
has  of  late  given  a conspicuous  place  in  its  column*  to 
different  letters  from  Washington,  which  have  been 
first  published  in  other  journals,  as  though  they  conj 
tained  semi-official  revelations  from  the  administra- 
tion. We  are  authorized,  therefore,  to  state  unequiv- 
ocally that  no  letter-writer  in  this  city  has  any  means 
of  knowing  the  “views  and  purposes  of  the  adminis- 
tration” in  advance  of  the  public.  Such  pretended 
revelations  must  be  merely  the  conjectures  of  their 
authors  from  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  every  per- 
son. This  is  especially  true  in  regara  to  the  state 
department;  because,  from  its  very  nature,  it  is  a con- 
fidential branch  of  the  government.  The  discretion 
of  the  head  of  that  department  is  well  known  to  the 
public,  and  he  never  even  converses  with  any  person 
concerning  diplomatic  arrangements,  either  in  embryo 
or  in  progress,  except  with  those  directly  interested. 
After  negotiations  are  brought  to  a conclusion,  whethj 
er  fortunate  or  adverse,  Mr.  Buchanan  is  always  proud 
to  submit  his  labors  to  the  public,  unless  a just  regard 
for  foreign  nations  render  this  improper.  This  is  the 
rule  by  which  he  has  been  guided  ever  since  he  came 
into  the  department.  Whether,  therefore.  General 
Scott  does,  or  does  not,  possess  diplomatic  powers,  or 
what  are  the  objects  of  Mr.  Trist’s  visit  to  Mexico, 
are  known  to  no  persons  in  the  United  States  beyond 
the  president  and  members  of  his  cabinet,  and  one 
confidential  clerk  in  the  department.  It  may  be  pro- 
per here  to  add,  that  it  is  highly  unjust  to  Gen.  Scott 
to  assert,  or  to  insinuate,  that  he  is  not  the  author  of 
the  proclamation  which  bears  his  name.  It  is  very 
certain  that  neither  the  administration  nor  Mr.  Trist 
had  any  agency  whatever  in  its  production.” 

INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

“the  six  nations” INDIAN  SUFFERERS.  A gentle 

man  called  on  us  yesterday  to  set  forth  some  grievan- 
ces^ which  people  of  his  acquaintance  are  suffering, 
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and  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  press  in  providing  the  means 
for  a remedy.  It  seems  that  a person  acting  as  agent 
for  the  government,  took  about  J 70  persons  belonging 
to  the  “six  nations”  of  Indians,  in  New  York  state, 
and  conveyed  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  a- 
gent  should  not,  by  law,  have  taken  a number  less  than 
250,  and  he  could  not  have  taken  these  persons  with- 
out the  solemn  assurance  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  Avould  provide  them  with  all  the  neces- 
Biries  of  life.  But  his  compensation  depended  upon 
their  removal.  So  the  poor  creatures  were  taken  to 
that  “undiscovered  country,”  and  there  left  without 
any  assistance  from  the  government.  Since  their  re- 
moval, which  was  recently,  about  half  their  number 
have  died  by  sickness  and  want,  and  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  bring  back  the  others,  mostly  women  and 
children,  that  they  may  live  and  die  at  the  home  of 
their  fathers,  and  enjoy  what  little  the  rapacity  of 
white  men  has  left  for  them.  Peter  Wilson,  esq.,  a 
chief  of  the  Iroquois,  has  succeeded  in  New  York 
and  Baltimore  in  collecting  a part  of  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  bring  back  the  sufferers,  and  he  is  about  to 
appeal  to  the  people  of  Philadelphia  for  aid.  A meet- 
ing will  probably  be  called,  and  the  feelings  of  our 
citizens  appealed  to.  Surely  there  need  not  be  two 
opinions  on  this  subject.  If  our  people  owe  aught  to 
any  others,  it  is  to  the  Indians — U.  S.  Gaz.,  May  25. 

CHEROxtEE  News.  Tah-nah-i  was  executed  in  Del- 
aware district,  on  the  19th  of  March.  He  made  no 
confession.  The  five  men  arrested  at  Beatie’s  Prairie, 
on  a charge  of  having  murdered  that  frozen  woman, 
have  all  been  acquitted.  Thomas  Welch,  who  esca- 
ped from  his  guard  in  Skin  Bayou,  a few  weeks  since 
has  been  recently  arrested  and  hung.  He  had  at- 
tempted suicide. 

Indian  Agents.  We  learn  by  the  Van  Buren  In- 
telligencer, whose  editor,  no  doubt,  speaks  by  the  book 
upon  such  matters,  that  the  duties  of  acting  superin- 
tendent have  been  separated  from  those  of  agent  for 
the  Choctaws.  Major  Wm.  Armstrong  continues  to 
act  as  superintendent  of  the  Western  territory — while 
the  Choctaw  agency  is  united  with  that  of  the  Chick- 
asaws,  and  Col.  A.  M.  M.  Upshaw  is  appointed  to  per- 
form the  duties  which  appertain  to  the  agency  of  both 
tribes. 

Early  cuireney  hi  the  ivest.  The  first  issue  of  pa- 
per money  or  promises  to  pay  in  the  United  States,  is 
of  Indian  origin.  In  1760,  Pontiac,  the  great  Indian 
chief,  issued  bills  of  credit  or  promises  to  pay,  in  hier- 
oglyphics of  his  own,  drawn  upon  bark,  with  the  fig- 
ure of  an  otter — his  arms — beneath.  This  fact  is  ex- 
tracted by  Mr.  Cist,  of  the  Cincinnati  Advertiser,  from 
a rare  work,  published  in  England  in  1765,  called  a 
concise  account  of  North  America,  by  Major  Robert 
Rogers.  The  Major  visited  Pontiac  in  the  course  of 
his  travels  through  the  country  and  saw  this  curren- 
cy. He  adds,  that  the  v/hole  emission  was  duly  re- 
deemed which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  the  issues 
of  some  of  his  banking  successors. 

Chief  of  the  Miamies  Dead.  Lafontine,  the  prin- 
cipal chief  of  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  died  on  the 
13th  inst.,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  on  his  return  from 
the  far  west,  where  his  tribe  had  recently  emigrated. 
Lafontine  was  rich  aud  civilized — famed  extensively, 
and  was  a heavy  dealer  in  produce  and  merchandise. 
He  is  well  known  here  by  many  of  the  merchants  who 
esteem  him  highly. 

A few  days  ago  we  stated  that  Mr.  Stiff,  the  editor 
of  the  Cherokee  Sentinel,  Cedar  Bluff,  Ala.,  was  in- 
dicted on  seven  different  indictments.  It  appears  from 
his  paper  of  3d  instant,  that  new  difficulties  have  been 
added  to  his  position — that  he  has  enemies  in  his  rear 
as  well  as  in  his  front.  On  the  26th  ult.,  be  says  ed- 
itorially, when  unconscious  of  danger,  and  unaware 
that  there  was  an  enemy  near  him,  he  received  a sud- 
den and  powerful  blow  on  the  head  from  a club  in  the 
hands  of  a ruffian  known  here  by  the  name  of  Mat 
Crouch.  Before  he  could  recover  from  the  effect  of 
the  first,  and  discover  by  whom  he  was  attacked,  the 
blows  were  repeated,  and  stunned,  he  fell  to  the  floor 
and  whilst  thus  lying  helpless  and  senseless’  the  mur- 
derous villain  continued  in  his  brutal  and  cowardly 
work  until,  we  presume,  he  imagined  he  had  extin- 
guished the  vital  spark  of  life.  A great  country  is 
Qedar  Bluff  for  an  editor  to  vegetate  in! 

THE  INDIAN  MOTHER  AND  HER  CHILD. 

Bancroft  in  his  history  of  the  United  States,  gives 
the  followicg  interesting  sketch; 

“How  helpless  the  Indian  infant,  born  without  shel- 
ter amidst  storms  and  ice!  But  fear  nothing  for  him. 
God  has  placed  near  him  a guardian  angel,  that  can 


trample  over  Ihe  severities  of  nature;  the  sentiment  of 
maternity  is  by  his  side,  and  so  long  as  his  mother 
breathes  he  is  safe.  The  squaw  loves  her  child  with 
instinctive  passion,  and  if  she  does  not  manifest  it  by 
Svely  caresses,  her  tenderness  is  real,  wakeful  and 
constant.  Ab  savage  mother  ever  trusted  her  habe  to  a 
hireling  nurse.  No  savage  mother  ever  put  away  her 
own  child  to  suckle  that  of  another.  To  the  cradle 
consisting  of  a piece  of  wood,  and  gaily  ornamented 
with  the  quills  of  the  porcupine,  and  beads  and  rattles 
the  nursling  is  firmly  attached,  and  carefully  wrap- 
ped in  furs;  and  the  infant  thus  swathed,  its  back  to 
the  mother's  back,  is  borne  as  to  the  topmost  burden, 
its  dark  eyes  now  cheerfully  flashing  light,  now  accom- 
panying with  tears  the  wailings  which  the  plaintive 
melodies  of  the  carrier  cannot  hush.  Or  while  the 
squaw  toils  in  the  field,  she  hangs  her  child,  as  spring 
does  its  blossoms,  on  the  boughs  of  a tree,  that  it  may 
be  rocked  by  the  breezes  from  the  land  of  souls,  and 
soothed  to  sleep  by  the  lullaby  of  the  birds.  Does  the 
mother  die,  the  nursling,  such  is  Indian  compassion, 
shares  her  grave.” 

The  Pueblo  Indi.ans.  In  the  recent  massacre,  and 
subsequent  engagements  in  New  Mexico  these  Indians 
acted  a conspicuous  part.  We  learn  from  the  Inde- 
pendence Compositor  that,  when  the  fortified  church  of 
Taos  was  fired  by  the  American  forces,  a Pueblo 
squaw  appeared  on  the  ramparts  bearing  a flag  of 
truce.  This  was  shot  from  her  hand.  “In  these  en- 
gagements,” says  the  Expositor,  “the  Indians  fought 
better  and  did  more  execution  than  the  Mexicans — - 
They  would  kill  our  men  with  their  arrows  at  a dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards;  “while  on  horse- 
back they  were  perfect  Parthians. — Mit.  Intel. 

NAVAL  JOURNAL 

Naval The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Monday  says — 

The  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  St.  Mary’s  Com.  Saunders, 
proceeded  up  to  the  navy  yard  yesterday  morning,  un- 
der sail. 

We  understand  that  Com.  Wilkinson  has  declined 
the  command  of  the  Brazilian  squadron. 

The  U.  S.  Commissioners  at  New  York  have  deci- 
ded by  a vote  of  4 to  1 in  favor  of  the  balance  and  a- 
gainst  the  Sectional  Dry  Dock.  The  navy  yards  at 
Philadelphia,  Pensacola,  and  Kittery  are  to  be  sup- 
plied with  it. 

On  the  7th  of  April  last  Com.  Read  was  directed 
to  detach  a sloop-of-war  from  the  forces  under  his 
conimand  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  send  her  to 
cruise  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing protection  to  our  commerce  in  that  vicinity. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Southampton,  sailed  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  on  the  20th  April  for  the  west  coast  of  Mex- 
ico. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Crops  in  Europe. — The  London  Times,  says:  “A 
continuance  of  such  weather  as  the  present,  will  en- 
sure us  good  crops  of  barley  and  oats  in  this  coun- 
try; and  if  on  the  continent  it  should  be  of  the  same 
kind,  the  rye  crop  which  is  the  great  support  of  the 
people,  can  scarcely  fail  to  turn  out  well  this  sea- 
son. We  have  before  us  reports  from  almost  every 
district  of  the  country,  which  satisfy  us  that  the  im- 
provement and  prospect  of  a good  harvest  is  almost 
universal.  The  wheat  crop  is  at  present  too  early 
to  speak  of;  but  we  may  say  that  no  weather  could 
be  more  favorable  for  it  than  the  present.  As  re- 
gards the  continent,  it  was  stated  in  the  chamber  of 
peers  on  the  10th  instant,  by  the  minister  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  that  t/ic  prospers  0/ </ic  Jie*! 
harvest  were  extremely  promising.  The  crops  through- 
out Belgium  are  said  to  promise  an  abundant  har- 
vest. A correspondent  of  a London  paper  says: — 4 
have  just  traversed  the  whole  of  the  central  and  up- 
per districts  of  the  peninsula.  I can  affirm  that  for 
the  last  20  years  never  was  the  aspect  of  the  coun- 
try, or  the  operations  of  the  farmer,  in  a state  so 
promising.  From  Egypt  we  learn  that  the  corn  har- 
vest in  both  Upper  and  Middle  Egypt  had  been  got 
in,  and  was  most  abundant,  the  Viceory  estimates 
that  there  will  be  4,300,000  hectolitres  of  corn  for 
exportation  in  July,  at  the  rise  of  the  waters  at  the 
Nile.’” 

There  is  great  suffering  among  the  inhabitants 
of  almost  every  part  of  Europe  for  w ant  of  sufficient 
articles  of  food— -and  the  different  governments  are 
taking  measures  to  encourage  the  importation  of 
breadstuff's.  'I'be  laboring  classes  in  several  of  tbe 
cities  and  towns  on  the  continent,  as  well  as  in  Great 


Britain,  driven  to  desperation  by  hunger,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  outrage  and  Dhinder- -bakers’  shops  have 
' een  broken  open,  and  a dbti  itulion  of  bread  cora- 
jielled.  In  a tow-  in  Bohe.mia,  a spe-r.iiator  in  corn 
had  his  ears  cut  off  ! 

Prague  dates  of  May  2d,  give  accounts  of  ri  ds  in 
Komatan,  Eger,  and  Leitzmeritz,  directed  agairst 
foreign  corn  dealers.  Flour  mixed  with  wheat  straw, 
and  even  hay  ground  into  powder,  and  mixed  with 
rye  and  oats  has  been  resorted  to  for  subsistance. 

Rioters  had  to  be  dispersed  by  the  military  at 
Brussels  on  the  13ih  May. 

At  a festival  given  by  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
Lord  John  Russell  took  occasion  to  speak  “in  hand- 
some, nay,  grateful  and  enthusiastic  terms  of  the 
kind  and  sympathising  aid  sent  by  the  generous 
Americans  to  the  distressed  Irish  in  thetr  hour  of 
need.” 

Breadstuffs  in  Great  Britain. — No  litile  alarm  pre- 
vails in  England,  respecting  their  own  stock  of  bread- 
stuffs.  A debate  occurred  on  the  subject  in  the  house 
of  lords  on  the  11th  of  May,  which  elicited  startling 
facts,  notwithstanding  the  caution  observed. 

The  earl  of  Hardwicke,  enquired  of  ministers  as  to 
the  stock  in  hand,  and  as  to  the  supply  that  could  be  re- 
lied upon  fro.-n  abroad,  and  expressed  his  own  appre- 
hensions that  there  was  not  food  enough  in  the  country 
to  sustain  the  population  untd  the  next  harvest.  T.ie 
supply  of  wheat  had  very  rapidly  diminished,  and  during 
the  previous  week  buyers  from  France  and  Belgium  had 
been  in  the  principal  markets  competing  wiih  their  own 
purchasers,  greally  to  the  enham-ement  of  the  current 
prices.  He  had  received  a document  containing  the  re- 
sults of  inquiries  into  the  amount  of  corn  in  the  country. 

In  Scotland,  supposing  the  quantity  orisinally  grown 
and  stored  to  have  been  sufficient  for  ihe  year,  two  thirds 
of  ihe  year  only  had  passed  and  provision  was  yet  to  be 
made  for  four  months.  There  ought,  then,  to  be  still  in 
the  country,  one  third  of  the  original  crop.  The  actual 
proportion  still  remaining,  in  Perthshire  was  1-lOth,  in 
Fifeshire  3,  in  Stirlingshire  l-6th,  in  Lanarkshire  §,  in 
East  L ithian  about  g.  in  Roxburgshire  l-6ih,  in  Wig- 
tmshire  almost  none,  in  Berwickshire  vet  small. 

In  England,  if  he  to.ik  the  county  of  No  ihumberland, 
it  was  said  that  there  was  l-6th;  at  K by  There,  in 
Westmoreland,  j;  by  Mr.  Robinson,  of  rough,  l-7ih; 
in  Yorkshire,  by  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  of  Wakefield,  l-6ih; 
and  in  Richmond,  by  Mr.  Turner,  l-6th.  In  short  there 
were  a number  of  English  counties  in  which  there  was 
no  more  than  one  fifth,  and  only  in  one  case  was  the 
supply  supposed  to  be  one  third. 

In  Wales  the  statement  was  infinitely  more  serious. 

In  Swansea  the  stock  was  almost  exhausted;  in  Car- 
diff it  was  no  more  than  one  fifth;  and  in  another  place 
it  was  said  that  there  was  a mere  trifle  left.” 

This  state  of  things  he  thought  alarming.  His  opinion 
was  that  the  supply  to  be  expected  from  abroad  was 
small.  There  was  very  little  corn  in  Poland,  very  little 
on  ihe  shores  of  the  Baltic  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  at 
Odessa,  and  in  the  Black  sea;  the  supply  had  been  pur- 
chased by  France.  The  only  hope  was  in  America,  and 
according  to  the  best  information  lie  could  obtain  from 
that  country,  “a  very  small  portion  was  still  to  come.’’ 
The  prospect  was  most  dismal.  The  severest  economy 
should  be  done,  to  keep  the  corn  already  in  the  country 
from  being  exported. 

J’he  marquis  of  Lansdowhe,  in  reply,  was  extremely 
cautious  in  saying  anything  that  could  a!r-  the  coun- 
try, and  declined  to  give  any  opinio  . .0  me  stock  on 
hand.  He  stated,  however,  that  there  had  been  an 
enormous  and  increasing  amount  of  grain  imported  into 
the  country — the  increase  keeping  pace  with  the  de- 
mand. In  January  it  had  reached  661,000  quarters;  in 
February  557,000;  in  March  929,000  and  in  April  1,043,- 
000.  If  the  supply  were  continued  in  the  same  ratio  the 
supply  for  the  year  would  be  9,0li0,000  quarters.  He  did 
not  think  the  amount  from  the  United  States  likely  to  be 
diminished;  on  the  contrary  he  believed  the  high  prices 
offered  would  divert  to  England  the  supply  usually  sent 
from  the  United  States  to  other  countries. 

Lord  Ashburton  thought  the  largest  portion  of  wheat 
from  America  had  already  arrived;  there  might  still  be 
some  Indian  corn  to  come,  as  the  harvest  ol  that  grain 
was  later;  but  he  feared  that  the  noble  marquis’  antici- 
pations of  a large  future  supply,  proportioned  to  what 
we  had  already  received,  would  not  be  realized.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  cause  of  the  deficiency 
which  heru  had  been  the  source  of  so  much  calamity 
existed  also  in  a great  part  of  Europe,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  legislature  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  country  to  the 
possible  consequences.  He  confeseed  that  nothing  would 
give  him  greater  satisfaction  than  to  see  the  favorable 
anticipations  confirmed;  but  he  could  not  entertain 
them,  for  inquiries  among  his  neighbors  had  resulted  in 
much  ihe  same  iiiformulion  as  that  stated  by  the  noble 
earl,  [tbe  earl  of  HartlwickeJ.  The  only  question  now 
was,  whether  they  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  place  restric- 
tions upon  the  exportation  of  corn;  and  he  admitted  tliat 
it  would  be  with  great  reluctance  that  he  could  agree  to 
such  a proposal.  (Cheers.)  At  the  same  time  we  Flood 
in  the  singular  position  ot  being  the  only  distressed  coun- 
try that  did  not  restrict  exportation;  and  there  might 
come  a cause  of  necessity  for  such  a step  to  be  taken 
even  here, 

Lord  Brougham  also  doubted  the  policy  of  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  corn,  and  spoke  of  the  import- 
ance of  tho  remarks  made  by  Lord  Ashburton. 

The  London  Times  entertains  the  gloomiest  anticipa- 
tions, It  admits  the  truth  of  Lord  Hardwicke’s  state- 
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meni  ns  to  the  amount  of  corn  in  the  country.  The 
supply  from  abroad,  it  also  thinks,  has  been  exatjseraiedt 

“Tije  very  nations  themselves,  their  inerchanis,  their 

statesmen,  their  statists,  their  ministers  at  foreigpi  courts, 
have  shared,  or  rather  have  originated,  the  delusion. — 
We  believe  the  exai!2er.ations  of  the  New  York  press, 
and  we  mit^ht  adri,  the  journals  of  the  ^reat  European 
corn  exporter.s,  will  be  found  to  have  surpassed  even  the 
provincial  or  parliamentary  ravings  of  the  British  pro- 
tectionists. The  United  States  have  vet  to  learn  how 
little  they  can  do.  They  can  annex  Texas,  appropriate 
California,  atid  overrun  ,'Vlexico,  but  they  cannot  feed 
England.  The  enormous  estimates  they  have  paraded 
to  the  world  only  show  that  they  must  begin  the  calcu- 
lation afresh.” 

In  another  number  the  Times  says: 

“But  with  the  granaries  of  Europe  exhausted,  with 
the  United  Slates'just  revealing  the  hollowness  of  its 
boasted  resources,  with  Ireland  almost  untilled  and  un- 
sown, and  above  all,  with  railroads  tmperiously  dernand- 
ing,  at  any  terms,  money,  men,  food,  and  materials  at 
the  rate  of  at  least  ^11,000,000  a week,  we  see  no  chance 
of  a change  except  for  the  worse-" 

Ireland-  There  is  no  mitigation  of  the  miseries 
of  the  Irish,  Accounts  from  that  ill-fated  country 
are  truly  appalling. 

“There  have  been  further  tumultuary  proceedings 
and  processions  of  the  peasantry  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  the  military  and  police  have  been  in 
general  requisition  to  keep  this  spirit  of  insurbordi- 
nation  in  check.  The  reports  of  the  progress  of  pes- 
tilence are  quite  disheartening,  and,  notwithstanding 
all  the  imports  of  food,  and  the  immense  extent  of 
relief  in  food  and  money,  great  destitution  still  pre- 
vails and  the  markets  are  advancing.  All  accounts 
concur  in  showing  that  mortality  is  still  very  consi- 
derable. According  to  some  calculations,  the  popu- 
lation has  already  been  dimiuished  to  the  extent  of 
nearly  one  million,  from  death  and  emigration.” 

The  pestilence  is  spreading — and  is  nearly  as  de- 
structive in  some  parts  of  Ulster,  as  any  of  the  south- 
ern or  western  districts.  In  the  northern  country  of 
Fermanagh  the  moitality  is  frightful.  The  Cork  Ex- 
aminer contains  details  of  the  ravages  of  pestilence 
in  various  parts  of  that  extensive  country.  A letter 
to  the  New  York  Commercial  says:  “In  the  streets 
of  Cork  these  wretched  beings  crowd  around  you 
at  every  step,  exhibiting  themselves  and  little 
ones  like  walking  skeletons.  On  my  way  from  Cork 
to  Dublin,  I saw  more  coffins  borne  to  the  house  of 
the  dead  than  might  be  seen  in  New  York  in  a year. 
They  were  plain  shells  with  a rope  handle  at  each 
end,  and  carried  by  two  men.  Every  town  that  I 
passed  through  presented  evidences  of  suffering.  In 
each  town  there  is  a large  depot,  where  the  poor 
assemble  to  get  their  portion  of  ‘stirabout,’  which 
they  carry  home  on  their  heads  in  pails.  Even  horse- 
flesh has  been  found  salted  down  by  these  poor  crea- 
tures as  a means  of  subsistence.  Formerly  they  had 
pigs  and  potatoes  to  depend  on,  but  all,  all  are  now 
gone,  and  1 cannot  conceive  how  matters  can  long 
continue  as  they  now  are;  and  yet  all  tell  you  the 
worst  18  to  come.” 

‘The  clergy  of  the  Catholic  church  are  indeed 
nursing  fathers  in  this  hour  of  deep  afiiiciion,  and 
many  have  fallen  victims  to  the  fever  now  prevail- 
ing. The  Rev.  Dr.  Magennes,  of  Clones,  died  on 
the  5ih,  after  a very  short  illness.” 

Father  Mathew  will  in  all  probability  be  appoint- 
ed Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  Cork. 

The  death  of  Lord  Besborrough,  the  popular  vice- 
roy of  Ireland,  is  announced  in  the  English  papers. 

FRANCE. 

^change  in  the  French  Ministry. — The  Moniteur 
annnojnces  the  following  appointments:  M.  Jayr, 
public  works;  Duke  de  Montebello,  Marine;  Dumon, 
minister  of  finance,  Gen.  Trezel,  War;  Guizot,  Per 
Interim  Marine. 

A Paris  letter  of  the  10th  inst,,  says:  “There  is  a 
report  that,  in  consequence  of  the  modification  of  the 
ministry,  and  the  impossibility  of  going  through  some 
of  the  business  that  was  to  be  discussed,  Mr,  Guizot 
intends  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  the  session  to 
a close  much  before  the  usual  time.” 

The  chief  event  of  the  fortnight  is  the  celebration 
of  the  King’s  fete  day,  which  happened  on  the  1st 
inst.  The  weather  being  favorable,  the  out  door 
enjoyments  of  illuminations  and  fire  works  brought 
content  to  the  crowds  in  the  Champs  Elysees  and 
the  Garden  of  tiie  Tuilleries.  The  King  was  very 
warnily  received  on  his  appearance  in  the  balcony 
with  the  Royal  faniily. 

Abd-el-Kader,  it  was  said,  had  tendered  his  sub- 
mission to  the  French  government. 

GERMANY. 

The  exports  of  breads! ufl's  and  potatoes  have  been 
prohibited,  and  also  the  distillation  of  either,  in  Han- 
over, Oldenburg  and  other  places. 

Copenhagen,  May  7. — At  Kallunberg  and  Kou- 
•oar,  the  people  have  violently  opposed  the  exporta- 
tion of  potatoes.  In  the  latter  place  the  farmers 


were  compelled  to  bring  to  market  the  potatoes  in- 
tended for  exportation.  In  Kallunberg  the  inter- 
vention of  the  director  of  the  police,  and  the  precau- 
tion of  keeping  the  civic  guards  under  arms,  induced 
the  mob  of  disperse  quietly,  and  the  dealers  in  po- 
tatoes to  bring  them  for  sale  to  the  market;  besides 
this,  a magazine  has  been  opened,  where  the  indig- 
nant poor  may  obtain  rye  twice  a week  at  reasona- 
ble prices. 

Stockholm,  May  1. — The  magistrates  of  Gothen- 
burg and  the  elders  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the 
citizens,  have  unanimously  resolved  to  petition  for 
the  immediate  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  oorn. 
The  melancholy  accounts  from  several  provinces, 
were  alleged  in  support  of  this  measure,  by  which 
60.000  tons  of  corn  will  be  retained  in  the  country, 
which  are  now  lying  in  the  harbors  ready  for  expor- 
tation. 

A letter  from  Vienna,  of  May  8,  speaks  of  great 
dissatisfaction  existing  in  Austria  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  advance  m the  price  of  provisions. — 
Riots  accompanied  with  the  pillage  of  bakers’  shops, 
had  already  taken  place. 

SPAIN. 

Political  affairs  were  not  in  an  improving  condition. 
The  Queen  arrived  at  Aranjuez  on  the  5th  but  un- 
accompanied by  the  King. 

PORTUGAL. 

' There  was  a prospect  of  a termination  of  the  civil 
wars  owing  to  the  intervention  of  Great  Britain,  but 
while  in  the  midst  of  negotiations,  a battle  was 
fought,  in  which  some  lives  were  lost,  and  the 
Queen’s  forces  were  victorious.  Advices  to  the  30th 
of  April  from  Lisbon  announce  an  outbreak  the 
previous  day,  in  consequence  of  a conspiracy  to 
liberate  the  political  prisoners.  About  120  ol  these 
made  an  attack  on  the  castle,  in  which  they  were 
defeated.  The  general  prisoners  in  the  jail,  felons 
and  others,  some  1200  in  number,  got  out  of  prison, 
but  many  of  them  were  mowed  down  by  the  soldiery, 
though  they  made  no  resistance,  and  the  majority 
were  recaptured.  The  convention  with  Great 
Britain  was,  it  is  said,  signed  on  the  28ih.  Colonel 
Wylde  was  to  proceed  immediately  to  Oporto,  to 
endeavor  to  effect  an  accommodation  with  the  Junta. 

ITALY. 

Advices  fromRome  to  the  28th  state  the  suppres- 
sion,  by  the  police,  of  the  last  number  of  the  Con- 
lemporaneo  newspaper,  containing  the  speeches 
delivered  at  the  anniversary  of  Rome.  This  was 
done  at  the  request  of  the  Austrian  Ambassador. 

The  Pope  has  instituted  a system  of  national 
representation,  in  the  shape  ol  a jiouncil  of  delegates 
from  the  different  provinces,  who  are  to  assemble 
in  Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  with  the 
government,  the  affairs  of  the  administration,  and 
aiding  it  in  us  efforts  for  the  good  Pope’s  subjects 
with  the  liveliest  demonstration  of  joy  and  thankful- 
ness. 

EGYPT, 

Improvements. — Mehemet  Ali  is  achieving  wonders 
in  Egypt  by  drainage,  road  making,  canal  digging, 
&c.  3’he  whole  population  is  employed  in  filling  up 
marshes,  building  villages,  &c.  A most  curious 
source  of  revenue  has  been  discovered  in  Egypt, 
none  other  than  that  to  be  derived  from  the  fine 
linen  in  which  the  immense  deposites  of  mummies 
are  wrapped,  when  applied  to  the  raanufact.jre  of 
paper-  Calculations  have  been  made,  found  upon 
mummy  statistics,  which  show  the  linen  swathings  of 
these  ancient  Egyptians  to  be  worth  twenty  one 
millions  of  dollars.  The  dlhenczum  of  last  Saturday 
gives  the  calculation  at  length,  but  adds,  cautiously, 
if  it  be  worth  half  the  money  it  is  no  inconsiderable 
amount. 

TAHITI. 

Conquered  at  last — Advices  from  the  French  gov- 
ernor (Bruat)  of  the  Georgian  Islands,  dated  1st 
January,  say  that  on  the  17th  of  the  previous  month, 
the  fort  of  Faulahua,  which  had  been  deemed  im- 
pregnable, was  carried  by  the  French  and  their 
native  allies.  It  was  fully  expected  at  Tahiti  that 
the  Queen  will  also  yield,  more  particularly  as  her 
husband  has  long  been  urging  her  to  do  so.  The 
next  bone  of  contention  will  be  the  Soeiety  Islands, 
all  of  which  the  French  claim  sovereignty  over,  on 
the  plea  that  they  were  all  along  tributary  to  the 
Georgian  Islands,  now  in  the  possession.  The  French 
admiral  has  instructions  not  to  insist  on  their  pos- 
session for  the  present,  and  it  is  hoped  that  their 
independence  will  be  ackowledged  by  the  English 
government,  and  acquiesed  in  by  that  of  France. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jlprll  23. 

The  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  abandon- 
ed and  the  European  ministers  daily  expected,  it  was 
generally  thought,  would  cede  to  Rosas  all  he  asked. 
This  being  the  case,  makes  war  between  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Brazil  inevitable.  This  government  are 
making  active  preparations. 
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Maine. — Gov.  Dana's  message,  which  was  deliver- 
ed on  the  21  instant,  is  a long  document.  A large 
portion  is  occupied  with  the  Mexican  war,  justifying 
ihe  national  government,  and  applauding  the  victo- 
rious deeds  of  our  soldiers.  The  governor  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  slavery  should  be  prohibited  in  all 
Mexican  territory  that  may  come  into  our  possession. 

He  recommends  the  adoption  of  a new  militia  sys- 
tem— encourages  the  improvement  of  their  public 
schools — approves  of  the  deep  interest  now  mani- 
fested in  railroads  and  manufactures — commends  the 
hospital  for  the  insane  to  favorable  regard,  and  re- 
commends the  continued  improvement  of  the  moral 
and  physical  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  state 
prison. 

He  also  calls  altenlion  to  our  banking  system, .and 
thinks  its  unrestricted  tendency  to  undue  expansion 
and  consequent  contraction,  a defect. 

He  recommends  care  and  discretion  in  the  man- 
agemti.t  of  their  state  lands,  and  recommends  a lib- 
eral policy  in  relation  to  roads  and  mills  for  the 
convenience  of  settlers.  The  wisdom  of  existing 
laws  regulating  the  management  of  their  timber 
lands,  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  for  some  years  past 
the  state  has  derived  a large  income  from  that  source. 

He  says,  “our  state  debt  at  this  time,  after  deduct- 
ing money  in  the  treasury  and  that  invested  in  United 
States  stocks,  is  about  ^1,000,000,”  and  believes  it  is 
a true  policy  to  continue  a state  tax  of  ;J200,000, 
until  the  stale  is  freed  from  debt;  at  the  same  time 
using  the  utmost  vigilance  that  the  largest  possible 
amount  of  such  lax  is  applied  to  that  purpose. 

The  message  closes  with  calling  attention  to  the 
evils  of  too  much  legislation  and  alteration  of  the 
laws,  conveying  the  following  hint  to  the  legislature 
about  the  amount  of  their  business,  and  the  way  to 
do  it:— “The  shorter  the  time,  and  the  less  the 
amount  of  your  legislation,  the  more  sure  and  una- 
nimous will  be  the  approval  of  your  constituents.” 

Finances.— The  following  abstract  of  the  state  of 
the  treasury  is  from  the  Boston  Whig—^ 

There  were  in  the  treasury  30th  of  April,  1346, 
|369,103  54;  received  during  the  year  ending  30lh 
April,  1847,  $284,032  34 — making  a total  of  $653,- 
135  88.  Expenditures  during  the  year,  $560,203  74, 
Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury,  $32,326  14-  The 
estimated  expenses  of  the  state  for  the  ensuing  year, 
are  $443,837  91.  Receipts,  $453,384  08. 

The  resources  of  the  state  are  set  down  at  $860,- 
781  11,  consisting  of  cash  on  hand,  portions  of  the 
slate  tax  for  several  years,  (yet  due,)  and  county 
taxes.  Also,  United  Stales  6 per  cent.,  $150,000; 
securities  in  the  land  office,  $332,233  72;  notes  re- 
ceivable, $17,338  32;  one  hundred  shares  in  Augusta 
Bank,  $10,000. 

The  liabilities  of  the  state  are  $1,330,811  56.  Of 
this,  the  funded  debt  is  $1,142,700. 

Connecticut. — Election  of  a judge. — The  Hon. 
William  W.  Ellsworth,  formerly  governor  of  Con- 
necticut, and  for  many  years  the  representative  in 
congress  from  the  Hartford  district,  has  been  elected 
by  the  legislature  to  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court 
of  that  state,  to  supply  a vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
late  retirement  of  the  chief  justice  of  that  court. — 
We  have  not  seen  a statement  of  the  vote  on  his  se- 
lection in  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  vote 
of  the  senate  evinced  a singular  degree  of  unanimity, 
being  eighteen  for  him  against  one  blank.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  vote  was  not  made  a party  one  in  ei- 
ther branch  of  the  legislature. 

Jimendmenls  rejected. — The  legislature  has  rejected 
a proposed  amendment  to  the  state  constitution  strik- 
ing the  word  "white"  out  of  that  indrument,  so  as  to 
place  negroes  and  whites  on  the  same  footing  in  re- 
gard to  suffrage.  Amendments  making  judges  of 
probate  and  justices  of  the  peace  elective  were  re- 
jected. 

Jilttralions  adopted. — The  lime  of  holding  the  an- 
nual stale  election  has  been  changed  from  April  to 
November,  and  the  legislature  is  hereafter  to  meet 
in  December  instead  of  May, 

Mississippi. — Col.  Jefferson  Davis,  commander  of 
the  Mississippi  regiment  ot  Fire-.ealers,  and  son  in 
law  of  Gen.  Taylor,  having  been  named  as  a candi- 
date for  the  office  of  governor  of  Mississippi,  writes 
(says  the  Mississippian)  “that  he  will  not  be  a can- 
didate, or  permit  his  name  to  be  connected  with  po- 
litics in  any  manner,  so  long  as  he  holds  a military 
appointment.” 

Kentucky. — Ex-senator  Morehead. — The  ‘Licking 
valley  Register,’ in  referring  to  a frequently  express- 
ed wish  on  the  part  of  many  Whigs  of  the  congres- 
sional district  in  which  he  resides  that  ex-ser.ator 
Morehead  would  permit  bis  name  to  be  placed  in 
nomination  for  the  house  of  representatives,  saj  its 


228 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  12,  1847— TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


has  been  requested  by  Mr.  M.  to  state  in  the  most 
distinct  manner  that  he  will  not  be  a candidate  for 
congress;  “that  any  use  of  his  name  for  that  office 
has  been  and  will  be  without  his  authority;  that  he 
has  no  political  aspirations  or  pretensions  w hatever; 
and  that  in  carrying  into  effect,  after  a long  service, 
his  determination  of  giving  his  exclusive  attention  to 
the  profession,  he  thinks  he  has  a right  to  claim  the 
aid  and  co-operation  of  his  friends.” 

Thomas  L.  CritUnden,  esq,,  the  son  of  the  distin- 
guished senator  was,  when  he  left  home  for  the  field 
of  battle,  the  commonwealth  attorney  for  the  county 
he  lived  in.  The  resignation  of  his  office  wa.s  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a friend  to  be  given  to  the  governor; 
but  his  friend  did  not  deliver  it.  Some  of  the  law- 
yers about  Frankfort  volunteered  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  during  Mr.  Crittenden’s  absence, 
and  on  his  return  home  he  must  have  been  gratified 
and  surprised  to  learn  that  he  was  still  common- 
wealth attorney. — A delicate  and  creditable  compli- 
ment; creditable  both  to  the  givers  and  the  receiver. 
When  he  left  home,  he  intended  to  enlist  as  a pri- 
vate, but  Gen.  Taylor  made  him  an  aid. 

Louisiana. — Alexander  Dimitry,  formerly  a resi- 
dent of  Washington,  has  been  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  be  superintendent 
of  public  education  throughout  that  state. 

Congressional  candidates. — The  N.  Orleans  Courier 
announces  Emile  Lasere  as  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion in  the  district  he  represented  in  the  last  congress, 
and  likewise  John  M.  Harmanson,  for  re-election 
from  the  3J  district — both  popular  members  of  the 
administration  party. 


Wisconsin. — Official  vole  on  the  constitution  recently 
submitted  to  the  people,  was  as  follows: 

For  the  constitution,  13,900 

Against  “ 19,977— Majority,  6,077. 

For  equal  suffrage  to 
blacks  7,033 

Against  it  13,581 — Majority,  6,543. 

Six  counties  are  not  embraced  in  these  returns. 
Frauds,  it  is  feared  to  a large  amount,  have  been 
perpetrated,  by  reissuing  territorial  scrip,  known  to 
have  been  paid  out  of  the  funds  provided  by  the  gen- 
eral government. 


Texas. — The  Muslin  land  suit. — The  Galveston 
Weirs  says:  “We  understand  that  the  long  contested 
questions  relative  to  the  landed  estate  of  the  late 
Gen.  S.  F.  Austin  have  been  finally  settled  by  the 
execution  on  the  5th  instant  of  the  act  of  partition  by 
all  parties  concerned,  in  accordance  with  the  com- 
promise made  of  record  in  the  supreme  court  five 
years  ago.  By  this  final  settlement  the  title  to  three 
fourths  of  the  lands  of  Gen.  Austin  is  quieted  in  his 
sister,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Perry.  This  settlement  of  title  to 
a large  amount  of  the  choicest  lands  in  Texas  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  public.” 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


MONEY  AND  OTHER  MARKETS. 

The  recent  diversion  of  the  E nperor  of  Russia  in 
the  heavy  money  markets  of  Europe,  is  calculated  to 
open  the  eyes  of  statesmen  and  politicians,  as  well  as 
to  startle  bankers  and  business  men,  Enquiry  is  of 
course  awakened.  The  fact  that  the  gold  mines  of 
Russia  have  put  the  Czar  in  funds  to  the  amount  of 
$20,000,000  within  the  last  year,  seems  to  be  clearly 
ascertained.  If  this  enormous  supply  be  continued, — 
it  is  thought  that  it  will  accumulate, — what  a com- 
mand will  it  give  to  the  new  banker?  How  rapidly 
may  he  purchase  up  the  slocks  of  the  borrowing  go- 
vernments, and  place  them  under  subsidies  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest?  His  recent  purchase  of 
$8,000,000  of  French  stocks  relieved  the  govern- 
ment and  enabled  the  Bank  of  France  to  return  the 
^800,000  borrowed  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  Jan- 
uary last,  and  which  they  at  the  lime  could  illy  spare. 
It  is  understood  that  the  Czar  has  signified  his  inten 
tion  of  investing  a further  sum  in  tlie  British  funds. 
The  investments  are  politic  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
peror for  another  cogent  reason.  The  Russian  ports 
were  crowded  with  breadstuff-,  wailing  the  opening 
of  the  Baltic,  to  avail  of  high  market  prices  in 
western  Europe.  The  price  that  these  products  of 
the  interior  of  his  empire  would  command, depended 
very  much  upon  the  ability  to  pay  for  them.  A late 
English  paper,  in  reference  to  the  subject  remarks: 
“Russia  does  not  want  French  manufactures  in  ex- 
change for  its  cereals,  but  the  sale  of  its  agricultu- 
ral produce  is  a matter  of  vital  importance,  and  its 
granaries  are  known  to  be  full  of  gram.  The  policy 
of  Nicholas  evidently  is,  that  this  surplus  shall  find 
a market  b^ore  the  \8meiican  supplies  reach  Europe, 
and,  under  any  ciicumstance,  that  it  shall  not  remain 


unsold.  Hence  he  has,  most  wisely,  given  France 
the  means  of  trading  with  his  own  subjects.”* 

The  financial  resource  referred  to  above,  was  as 
timely  as  it  was  unexpected,  to  both  France  and 
England.  Whether  it  has  been  to  an  adequate 
amount  to  prevent  a monetary  explosion  which  seem- 
ed almost  inevitable,  we  shall  find  out  in  due  time. 
A resource  seems  open  for  further  aid,  should  it  be 
indispensable  to  preserve  the  credit  of  either  France 
or  England,  for  the  value  of  the  Emperor’s  invest- 
ment is  now  to  that  extent  at  least,  identified  with 
theirs.  As  the  forced  drain  of  specie  from  China 
has  been  exhausted,  and  that  fr  ira  Mexico  is  mate- 
rially affected  by  the  war  in  which  the  latter  is  en- 
gaged, the  Russian  gold  mines  came  in  play  most 
opportunely  for  the  Bank  of  England,  to  which  the 
Russian  gold  soon  found  its  way  from  the  French 
capital. 

The  current  of  specie  still  continues  towards  the 
United  States,  and  is  likely  to  continue  for  some 
time,  in  spite  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Bank  of 
England  for  its  own  protection,  such  as  raising  the 
rate  of  interest,  which  at  the  close  of  1846  was  but 
three  per  cent.,  and  in  some  cases  even  lower,  to 
five  percent.,  and  denying  to  aceomrnodate  ihe  best 
paper  in  London  even  at  double  that  rale  of  dis- 
count, as  was  stated  by  Lord  Broughm  in  ihe  recent 
debate  in  parliament.  Germany,  by  bidding  a high 
rate  for  money,  drained  the  Bank  of  France  during 
the  last  few  months,  of  150.000,000  of  her  220,000,- 
000  fanes,  leaving  but  70,000,000f.  in  vault,  and 
obliging  her  to  resort  to  the  Bank  of  England,  to  pay 
which,  the  aid  of  Russia  had  to  be  resorted  to. — 
Germany,  Prussia,  Belgium,  France,  England,  and 
Ireland,  all  will  require  breadsliiffs  until  their  har- 
vests come  to  the  relief  of  their  starving  population, 
and  the  United  States  is  the  principal  granary  from 
which  it  must  be  drawn.  Specie  alone  can  com- 
mand it  in  time  and  at  rales  that  want  can  afford  to 
pay.  How  far  our  supply  will  be  adequate  to  the 
demand,  becomes  a question  at  home.  Our  own 
people  are  paying  exorbitant  prices  now.  True, 
this  is  the  middle  of  June,  and  in  a short  time  the 
new  crop  of  wheat  will  be  coming  to  our  aid,  but 
the  first  of  it  will  be  demanded  for  foreign  markets, 
and  a considerable  portion  of  the  new  wheat  of  the 
sea-board  will  find  its  way  to  western  Europe  soon 
after  that  from  the  stores  of  the  Baltic,  which  we 
have  just  mentioned,  and  before  the  harvesting  of 
the  English  and  Irish  crop. 

It  is  stated  that  the  commissioners  of  the  Savings 
Bank  in  England,  had  placed  ^£2, 000, 000  of  stock 
with  the  Bank  of  England,  to  sell  in  aid  of  its  ad- 
vances to  government  on  deficiency  bills.  The  Bank 
of  France  has  already  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
issuing  notes  of  smaller  value  than  heretofore,  and 
some  expedient  to  the  same  purpose  is  sptken  of  for 
the  further  relief  of  England. 

The  demand  for  railroad  projects  in  both  France 
and  England,  will  continue  to  draw  heavily  upon 
their  finances.  The ‘-calls”  for  money  tor  raihvays 
in  England  for  the  five  first  months  of  1847,  amount- 
ed to  $80,000,000.  The  money , however,  is  to  be 
expended  in  the  country,  and  will  give  employment 
to  thousands  that  would  otherwise  be  idle  and  a 
charge  upon  community.  Yet  a large  proportion  of 
the  money  will  be  drained  from  the  money  circles, 
which  must  add  to  the  pressure.  The  United  States 
was  subjected  to  a similar  pressure  a few  years 
since.  European  capitalists  had  very  liitle  sympathy 
or  aid  for  us  on  that  occasion,  if  we  remember  right. 

Whether,  under  its  new  chatter,  the  Bank  of 
England  will  be  able  to  su.stain  a continuance  of 
these  pressures  until  an  average  harvest  comes  to 
the  relief  of  Europe,  is  the  question.  That  it  is  not 
capable  of  controling,  as  was  intended,  the  cur- 
rency of  the  world,  as  well  as  that  of  England,  to 
the  extent  which  the  framers  of  its  charter  design- 
ed, is  now  tolerably  manifest.  It  worked  on  during 
years  of  prosperity,  and  whilst  bullion  continued  to 
pour  in  to  its  aid;  but  the  day  of  adversity  is  at  hand: 
how  it  will  weather  the  gale,  is  uncertain.  Our  U. 
States  Bank  had  able  financiers  in  its  management, 
yet  it  sunk  under  an  accumulation  of  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, and  wide-spread  ruin  was  the  conse- 
quence. Much  more  is  at  stake  in  the  fate  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  a much  larger  interest  can  be,  and 
probably  will  be  rallied  to  sustain  it.  Should  the 
public  and  private  deposites,  and  the  bullion  also, 
continue  to  decrease  at  the  rate  they  have,  the  re- 
serve will  be  exhausted,  and  the  bank  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  procuring  money,  either  by  borrowing 
it  or  by  selling  public  securities,  instead  of  making 
money,  as  formerly,  to  meet  engagements.  Their 


*The  Journal  des  Dtbats  quotes  from  the  Journal 
de  St.  Petersburg  the  explanatory  statement  that  the 
chief  object  of  the  Russian  government  in  its  recent 
purchase  of  French  stock  was  to  induce  France  to 
purchase  corn  in  Russia  rather  than  in  the  U.  States. 


expedient  for  preventing  the  export  of  specie  to 
the  United  States,  by  raising  the  rate  of  interest  is 
unavailing.  Bread  must  be  had,  at  whatever  price, 
and  specie  obtains  it  on  the  best  terms.  The  wants 
of  the  community  become  more  urgent  as  their  home 
supply  is  exhausted.  The  quantity  of  grain  official- 
ly reported  as  sold  in  the  united  kingdoms  from  the 
3d  to  the  17th  April,  1847,  compared  with  the  sales 
of  the  corresponding  fourteen  days  of  last  year,  in- 
dicates the  deficiency  very  clearly.  An  advance  of 
40  to  60  per  cent,  in  prices  failed  to  bring  Toward 
anything  like  the  quantity  marketed  last  year.  The 
presumption  is,  they  have  it  not. 

Amount  of  sales  from  3d  to  17th  April  1846  to  1847. 


Qr.  wheat. 

Price. 

Barley. 

price. 

1846 

224  908 

55s. 

139  851 

30s. 

1847 

140,797 

75s. 

51.248 

52s. 

Oats. 

Prices. 

Rye. 

Prices. 

1846 

103,1.08 

22s. 

500 

34s. 

1847 

32,700 

32s. 

426 

56s. 

The  spring  planting  was  over  and  farmers  at  lei- 
sure to  attend,  if  they  had  the  supplies. 


The  quantity  of  breadsluffs  entered  for  consump- 
tion in  the  united  kingdoms  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1846,  was — 

Wheat,  qrs.  1,852,758  Flour  cwts.  2,810,202 
Indian  corn,  “ 425,227  Corn  meal,  “ 93,985 

All  other  grain,  765,520  Oatmeal,  “ 1,053 


Total,  3 043,505  Total.  2,905,240 

Equal  to  1,500  000  bbis.  flour  and  27,000,000  bush- 
els of  grain.  At  least  an  equal  quantity  u ill  be  re- 
quired for  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  a 
large  proportion  of  which  must  be  obtained  from 
this  country. 

Besides  the  money  required  for  the  purchase  of 
breadsluffs  and  for  carrying  on  their  railway  pro- 
jects, it  is  not  certain  but  that  some  will  also  be 
required  for  the  purchase  of  cotton  for  their  manu- 
facturers. Those  manufacturers  having  now  such 
formidable  competitors,  not  only  in  our  country,  but 
upon  the  continent  of  Europe  also,  are  reduced  to 
the  absolute  necessity  of  procuring  the  raw  material 
upon  the  very  best  terms,  and  cash  can  alone  com- 
mand the  best  terms,  or  they  fail  to  compete  suc- 
cessfully. England  has  usually  t-aken  60  per  cent, 
of  our  cotlon  crop,  and  on  the  manufacture  and  re- 
export of  this  article  beyond  all  others,  has  her  pros- 
peiity  for  a long  lime  depended. 

The  following  shows  the  comparative  value  of 
exports  from  Great  Britain: 

Of  cotton  goods.  Of  all  other  manuf. 

1844  ^25  805,348  .€24,836,958 

1845  26,119,327  27,179  699 

1846  25,600,693  25,679,042 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  current  season 
ami  up  to  this  lime,  the  British  manufacturers  have 
been  relying  to  a great  extent  not  upon  current  impor- 
tations of  cotton,  but  drawing  upon  the  immense 
stock  which  was  crowded  upon  the  markets  some 
time  before.  During  the  present  year  England  has 
hardly  received  half  her  usual  supply.  To  exhaust 
the  slock  remaining  in  England  much  lower,  would 
be  as  dangerous  as  to  continue  the  drain  of  specie 
from  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  England.  We  have 
little  over  600,000  bales  of  cotton  left  on  hand.  Of 
that,  nearly  one-lhird  will  be  required  to  supply  our 
own  manufacluries.  Continental  Europe  will  re- 
quire between  250  and  300,000  bales.  From  so  ex- 
hausted a market,  England  will  require  over  300,000 
bales,  or  her  manufacturers  will  have  to  pay  specu- 
lators prices  and  to  work  short  time,  and  of  course 
they  will  have  less  cotton  goods  for  export.  “A 
decline  of  one-lhird  of  the  raw  material  involves  a 
falling  off  of  €8,000,000  in  export,  that  is  to  say,  if 
she  gets  $16,000,000  less  cotton,  she  sells  $40,000,000 
less  cloth,  or  she  disposes  of  $24,000,000  less  labor.” 


American  provisions  in  England.  The  Liver- 
pool Times,  of  the  4th  inst.  says:  “The  American 
provision  trade  is  now  becoming  one  of  great  extent. 
We  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  brokers  in 
this  trade  to  have  fortnightly  sales,  thereby  affording 
country  buyers  an  opportunity  of  economizing  their 
time,  as  they  can  make  their  calculations  accord- 
ingly. At  the  last  public  sale  on  the  22.1  ultimo, 
upwards  of  €25,000  worth  of  provisions  was  put  up, 
and  about  €15,000  sold.” 


A parliamentary  return  shows  that  the  wheat  sold 
in  England  and  Wales  during  1846  amounted  to 
5,958,962  quarters,  and  the  average  price  for  the 
year  was  54s.  8d.  The  quantity  imported  from  fo- 
reign  countries  was  2,255  765  quarters.  The  exports 
from  Great  Britain  were  333,576  quarters. 


During  the  month  of  April  last,  there  was  imported 
ito  the  united  kingdoms  222,000  quarters  of  wheat. 
Exported  thence  during  same  month  134,000  quarters  of 
vheat. 
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Indian  corn.  Indian  corn  is  the  most  certain 
grain  crop  for  the  soil  and  climate  of  a large  part  of 
the  United  Slates.  It  is  by  far  the  largest  grain 
crop.  The  generality  of  lands  produce  at  least  four 
times,  some  lands  ten  times  as  many  bushels  of  corn 
per  acre,  as  they  will  of  wheat.  In  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  at  Liverpool,  pound  for  pound,  Indian  corn 
is  now  selling  for  about  the  same  price  as  wheat, — 
Not  only  has  this  stimulated  the  grain  growers  to 
prefer  making  corn,  but  the  low  price  of  tobacco  and 
cotton,  induces  many  planters  to  take  the  same  di- 
rection. Such  another  crop  of  corn  as  will  be  raised 
in  the  United  States  this  season,  if  the  weather 
proves  favorable,  hardly  ever  was  seen.  Let  Euro- 
peans continue  to  offer  anything  like  such  prices  for 
Ldian  corn,  and  what  rapid  fortunes  our  agricultu- 
rists would  make. 

The  crop  so  far  as  we  have  accounts,  looks  about 
as  fair  as  usual  for  a late  season.  It  is  quite  too 
early  to  judge  of  it,  except  as  having  come  up  to- 
lerably well  and  commenced  growing. 

In  an  article  drawn  up  with  care,  exhibiting  the 
resources  of  trade  which  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  enjoys, 
eighty-seven  of  the  surrounding  counties  are  assum- 
ed, as  affording  agricultural  products  that  would  seek 
that  market.  The  writer  says: 

“That  of  the  eighty-seven  counties  thus  estimated, 
two  of  them  (Butler  and  Clermont)  raise  more  In- 
dian corn  than  the  United  States  ever  exported  at  any 
one  lime  prior  to  1846. 

“That  fifteen  onlv  of  these  eighty-seven,  (viz: 
Hamilton,  Butler,  Warren,  Preble,  Montgomery, 
Clermont,  Brown, Clinton,  Green,  Fayette,  Madison, 
Clark,  Champaign,  Miami,  and  Logan,)  raised  more 
corn  in  1846  than  the  entire  amount  exported  to 
Europe  in  1846-’7.  with  the  famine  of  Ireland  and 
half  of  Europe  to  make  the  demand!! 

“That  the  amount  raised  in  these  eighty-seven 
counties  was  four-fold  the  boasted  export  of  the  U. 
States  in  1846-’7.” 

Indian  corn  in  Europe.  Many  suppose  because 
so  much  has  been  said  lately  of  Indian  corn,  that  it 
is  an  article  of  food  just  introduced  into  Europe, 
and  that  we  shall  have  the  entire  monopoly  of  the 
trade  to  supply  the  demand  in  that  quarter.  That 
we  shall  secure  a large  portion  of  the  trade  we  have 
no  doubt.  But  the  United  States  is  not  the  only 
c.-rn-gr.i-ving  country  in  the  world,  if  McCulloch 
can  be  relied  upon.  By  referring  to  his  work  it  will 
be  seen  that  Indian  corn  has  been  grown  in  Ireland 
for  a number  of  years,  and  quantities  of  it  have  been 
annually  exported  to  England.  As  far  back  as  1827 
DO  less  than  1,795  quarters  were  received  from  Ire- 
land into  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and  in  1834  the 
quantity  had  increased  to  3,037  quarters. 

Some  of  our  commercial  writers  are  of  opinion 
that  we  shall  have  a permanent  market  for  corn  in 
France,  but  by  referring  to  the  same  authority  we 
find  that  it  is  grown  extensively  in  some  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  forms  a leading  article  of  food  among 
certain  classes  of  the  population.  The  surplus  is 
exported  to  England,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing statement,  which  shows  that  France  in  ordinary 
times  is  ahead  of  us: 


Bushels. 

Fiance  in  1831  exported 

141,144 

United  States 

179  560 

Russia 

102,508 

Tbe  Azores 

13,192 

Spain 

12,784 

This  is  merely  the  quantity  exported  to  England. 
How  much  greater  the  aggregate  production  is  than 
the  exports  we  leave  for  the  reader  to  judge. — 
Indian  corn  is  grown  extensively  in  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Mexico,  and  various  portions  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

[Rochetler  Democrat. 

There  arrived  at  tide  water  (Troy  and  Albany)  by 
way  of  the  Erie  canal,  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
1st  of  June,  this  year,  609,935  barrels  of  flour, 
318,540  bushels  of  wheat,  and  1,072,441  bushels  of 
corn. 

The  receipts  of  flour  and  wheat  at  tide  water,  by 
the  canal,  during  the  last  week  of  May,  were  324,- 
227  barrels  of  the  former,  and  219,221  bushels  of 
the  latter. 

During  only  four  days,  ending  on  the  31st  of  May, 
200,000  barrels  of  flour  were  locked  through  into 
the  basin  at  Albany. 

The  Albany  Argus  says  that  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles which  have  reached  tide  water  by  the  Erie 
canal,  so  far  during  the  present  season,  is  estimated 
at  seven  and  a half  millions  of  dollars. 

There  were  landed  at  Buffalo  from  Lake  Erie, 
from  the  commencement  of  navigation  this  season 
up  to  the  1st  of  June, — a period  of  49  days, — 519,- 
t)32  bbls.  of  flour,  1,192,654  bushels  of  wheat,  296, 
728  bushels  of  corn,  16,120  bbls.  of  pork,  and  5,666 
bbls.  of  beef. 


The  aggregate  amount  received  for  tolls  on  the 
New  York  canals,  from  the  commencement  of  navi- 
gation to  the  1st  of  June,  (31  days)  is  ^707,697  54 
During  the  same  period  in  1846,  ( 46 

days)  is  598,759  91 

Increase  $110,937  63 

Produce  at  Buffalo.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
quantity  of  grain,  afloat  and  in  store  at  Buffalo,  is 
between  700,000  and  800,000  bushels,  and  that  the 
slock  is  daily  increasing.  Of  the  quantity  of  flour 
there  we  have  heard  no  estimate,  but  it  is  very  large. 

[Mbany  Argus. 

Buffalo,  May  22.  Never  has  the  pressure  upon 
the  transportation  companies  been  so  great  as  at  this 
lime.  Every  thing  and  every  body  is  in  a whirl  of 
excitemenl&drive,and  it  has  been  to-day  almost  im- 
possible to  get  the  ear  of  a business  man  long  enough 
to  get  a direct  reply  to  a question,  and  impossible  to 
set  down  and  talk  upon  a business  subject  long 
enough  to  make  it  available.  The  appearance  about 
the  docks  is  very  like  the  appearance  of  yours  at  the 
close  of  the  last  week  of  October.  There  is  a great 
deal  of  flour  on  the  canal,  pressing  its  way  to  your 
market,  but  then  it  makes  no  inroads  upon  the  quan- 
tity here, — the  lake  craft  constantly  arriving,  more 
than  filling  warehouses  and  docks  with  produce. 

Ten  days  since  it  was  the  general  expectation  that 
freights  would  decline,  but  the  reverse  is  the  fact. 
10s  6(1.  and  Us.  was  paid  for  flour  to  Albany  yester- 
day. There  is  also  a rise  of  price  on  the  lake. — 
Flour  from  Detroit  is  now  35c.;  it  fell  at  one  lime 
for  a few  days  to  20c. 

Several  have  consulted  on  this  point,  and  com- 
pared notes,  and  the  conclusion  is  that  there  will  be 
forwarded  from  the  lakes  equal  to  about  2,000,000 
bbls.  flour. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  pressure  on  the  canal,  I 
state  one  fact,  that  a gentleman  here  offered  11s.  6d. 
per  bbl.  for  a small  lot  of  flour  to  Albany,  which 
was  declined. 

The  N.  York  Express  of  Monday  afternoon  says: 
“The  want  of  capacity  in  our  great  Erie  canal  has 
become  not  only  a serious  inconvenience,  but  a 
great  damage  to  individuals.  Contracts  were  en- 
tered into,  three  months  ago,  to  deliver  flour  in  this 
city  in  all  May.  These  contracts  were  made  in  the 
greatest  good  faith.  The  parlies  held  the  flour,  at 
Buffalo,  and  other  points,  and  had  made  their  con- 
tracts with  the  various  lines,  to  bring  their  flour  here, 
and  to  pay  the  enormous  high  freight  of  a dollar  a 
barrel;  but  owing  to  the  crowd  of  produce,  and  the 
want  of  capacity  in  the  canal,  the  flour  cannot  be 
got  here  at  any  price.  Nor  is  this  all.  Vessels  are 
lying  here  under  heavy  demurrage,  waiting  for  their 
cargoes.  With  the  best  possible  intentions  of  ful- 
filling contracts,  parlies  are  totally  unable  to  com- 
ply, and  a large  number  of  persons  who  have  flour 
on  the  way,  in  order  to  meet  their  engagements, 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  two  dollars  loss.” 

Export  of  breadstuffs.  According  to  a state- 
ment in  the  Philadelphia  American,  the  total  export 
of  breadstuffs  from  the  United  States,  from  the  1st 
of  September,  1846,  to  1st  May,  1847,  has  been 
Of  flour,  barrels  4,248,766 

Of  corn  meal  “ 529,747 

Of  vs  heal  bushels  2,045,432 

Of  corn  “ 11,007,441 

Allowing  five  bushels  of  wheat  to  a barrel  of  flour 
and  the  same  quantity  to  a barrel  of  corn  meal,  the 
result  would  give — Total  export  of  flour  and  wheat 
equal  to  23,289,262  bushels  of  wheat.  Of  corn  meal 
and  corn  equal  to  14  026,435  bushels  of  corn. 

Of  these  large  aggregates  the  city  of  Baltimore 
has  contributed  its  full  share.  The  exports  of  bread- 
stuffs  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  during  the  last 
eight  months, — that  is,  from  the  1st  September, 
1846,  to  30lh  April,  1847,— were  as  follows,  ascer- 
tained from  official  sources  down  to  I5th  March  and 
from  private  sources  for  the  subsequent  six  weeks: 
Flour,  513,146  barrels. 

Corn  meal,  55,124  barrels. 

Wheat,  81,302  bushels. 

Corn,  1,270,411  bushels. 

The  great  bulk  of  these  shipments  from  Balti- 
more was,  of  course,  to  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land. The  aggregate  value,  at  a fair  average,  in 
our  market,  is  but  little,  if  any,  short  of  four  millions 
of  dollars. 

An  agricultural  congress,  sitting  in  Paris,  bad  de- 
clared against  free  trade. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  have  passed  the  bill 
granting  the  use  of  four  steamers  to  a mercantile 
company,  to  establish  regular  communication  be 
tween  Havre  and  New  Yoik,  the  project  has  gone  to 
the  chamber  cf  peers,  where  it  is  expected  it  will 
be  passed. 


Tobacco  monopoly.  The  house  of  Sina  & Co., 
at  Vienna,  has  been  adjudged  by  a court  of  justice 
to  pay  1,800,000  florins  (about  $900,000)  to  Messrs. 
Allman,  of  Pesth,  as  their  share  of  the  profits  on  the 
tobacco  contract  with  the  Austrian  government  for 
a single  year. 

RrcE.  The  senate  of  Frankfort  has  suspended  the 
duty  upon  the  import  of  rice  until  September  next. 
Most  of  the  other  states  of  the  Zollverein  have  al- 
ready taken  the  same  measure. 

Baltic  trade.  The  number  of  vessels  that  pass- 
ed the  Sound  last  year  was  18,765,  being  much 
greater  than  in  any  preceding  year.  The  increase 
over  the  number  of  1845  was  2,815. 

Route  of  the  overland  mail.  The  Courner  de 
Marseille  of  the  20th  March  says:  “We  are  enabled 
to  state  that  the  struggle  which  has  so  long  existed 
between  the  Marseilles  and  Trieste  routes  is  at  last 
terminated.  The  English  government  has  given  or- 
ders that  the  steamer  Ardent,  which  has  been  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Waghorn  for  his  different 
trials  should  return  to  .Malta,  and  it  arrived  thereon 
the  15th.  'I'he  English  government  has  definitively 
adopted  the  Marseilles  route.” 

Sausages  for  England.  The  Cincinnati  Gazette 
says:  “The  steamer  Gen.  Wayne  has  taken  down 
one  ton  of  Cincinnati  Bolognas,  which  are  to  be  re- 
shipped at  New  Orleans  lor  London,  on  an  order 
received  by  the  last  steamer.” 

American  fruit,  &c.  in  Europe.  In  a few  years 
fruit,  and  especially  dried  fruit,  will  be  a formidable 
item  in  the  list  of  exports  from  this  country  to  Eng- 
land. An  American  in  London,  writing  to  the  New 
York  Commercial  Advertiser,  says: 

Of  continental  and  other  foreign  fruits  the  supply 
is  also  ample,  among  which  I occasionally  indulge 
in  a Newtown  pippin — at  the  rate  of  sixpence  to 
eight  pence  each — equivalent  to  Is.  4d.  of  N.  York 
money.  Among  the  numerous  other  importations 
from  New  York,  the  soda  biscuit  is  now  an  article 
of  pretty  general  sale  in  the  London  market. 

The  luxury  of  a buckwheat  cake,  upon  a cold 
winter’s  morning,  is  yet  unknown  here;  nothing  but 
“eternal  dry  toast”  and  what  the  shops  advertise  in 
tlieir  windows  as  “mild  breakfast  bacon.”  Eggs  for 
the  million,  imported  from  Ireland  and  various 
parts  of  the  continent,  are  in  tolerable  abundance, 
but  the  delicacy  of  a new  laid  egg  is  only  for  the 
privileged  few.  One  cold  morning,  as  I was  making 
a stiort  cut  through  one  of  the  numerous  courts 
which  intersect  the  streets  in  various  points,  I ob- 
served a number  of  black  fowl,  crouched,  hump- 
backed as  it  were,  round  a door,  to  keep  themselves 
warm,  and  in  the  adjoining  window,  the  interesting 
card,  “New  laid  eggs,  daily.”  I could  not  resist  the 
indulgence  of  a small  purchase,  at  4d.  each — that  is, 
3 eggs  for  25  cents,  American. 

Indian  meal  has  not  yet  become  a favorite  article 
of  food,  even  with  the  poorest  classes;  the  fact  is 
they  do  not  know  how  to  prepare  it.  If  a few  in- 
telligent colored  people  of  the  good  old  fashioned 
stock,  who  understands  the  art,  would  come  to  Lon- 
don and  prepare  those  hot,  delicious,  and  wholesome 
cakes  with  butter  or  molasses,  as  in  America,  they 
could  earn  a very  handsome  subsistence. 

The  brewers,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
malt,  have  recently  raised  the  price  of  beer.  This 
being  a very  unpopular  measure  with  tbe  consumers, 
1.  e.  “the  million,”  the  subject  has  been  deemed 
worthy  of  the  medium  of  song,  the  burUieu  of  which 
is  something  after  this  fashion — 

My  friends  it  makes  the  poor  man  shed 
Full  many  a briny  tear — 

At  first  they  raised  the  meat  and  bread. 

And  now  they’ve  raised  tlie  beer. 

Parliament,  however,  having  permitted,  by  a re- 
cent act  the  free  use  of  sugar  and  molasses  in  malt 
liquor,  the  beverage  has  been  reduced  again  to  its 
original  price. 

A late  Liverpool  journal  publishes  the  following; 
“Official  returns  at  Washington  show  an  excess  of 
gram  in  the  United  Slates,  in  1846,  over  the 
eonsumption  of  700,000,000  bushels,  and  the  export 
since  September  was  28 j millions,  makings  surplus 
still  remaining  of  671^  millions  of  bushels,  so  that  all 
Hint  is  wanted  to  bring  the  remaining  quantity,  is  a suf- 
ficiency of  vessels.” 

Say  about  tbirty  thousand  ships!  Well  done  John 
Bull. 

The  Newark,  N.  J.  Advertiser,  says:  “It  is  esj^- 
Dialed  that  the  surface  planted  with  corn  this 
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in  ihe  state  of  New  Jersey,  exceeds  that  of  last  year 
by  100,000  acres,  which  ought  to  yield  three  or  four 
millions  of  bushels.” 

The  United  States  “Mexican  tariff  ” Extract 
of  a letter  from  a mercantile  house  in  Tampico, 
Mexico,  to  its  correspondents  in  New  York: 

Tampico,  ^pril  23,  18AT- 

"We  addressed  you  on  Ihe  20th.  We  now  con- 
firm our  instructions  of  that  date,  to  suspend  all 
shipments,  in  consequence  of  Polk’s  and  Walker’s 
tariff,  called  “a  measure  for  laying  a contribution  on 
the  Mexicans  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  wai,” 
when  its  effect  will  be  the  protection  of  Mexican 
manufactures  and  agriculture,  the  prohibition  of 
American  produce,  the  protection  of  foreign  com- 
merce and  annihilation  of  American  commerce. — 
We  trust  you  have  not  executed  our  last  order,  un- 
less you  want  to  ruin  us. 

“There  is  nothing  left  for  us  but  to  wind  up  our 
business,  as  all  Americans  will  be  forced  to  do. — 
Now  that  there  is  a prospect  of  Gen.  Taylor  going 
to  San  Luis,  and  the  road  being  opened  tons,  our 
own  government  steps  in  and  puts  on  such  a tariff 
as  amounts  to  a prohibition  of  all  American  pro 
ducts,  as  the  articles  can  be  produced  in  the  country 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  introduced  under  the  tariff. 

It  is  an  inducement  to  smuggle,  which  you  will  see 
carried  on  largely  from  Havana. 

"American  merchants  here,  both  whigs  and  locos, 
reprobate  Mr.  Walker  and  his  tariff.  No  measure 
could  better  please  the  Mexicans.  They  can  manu- 
facture coarse  articles  as  cheap  as  we  can  import 
them,  especially  cottons,  at  a duty  of  two  cents  on 
the  raw  material.  The  tariff  will  take  one  half  of 
the  soldier’s  pay,  or  force  him  to  deal  with  the  sut- 
lers, who  generally  charge  about  100  per  cent. 

"Mr.  Walker’s  measure  gives  ‘aid  and  comfort’  to 
the  enemy — not  in  word  but  deed.  It  is  the  very 
thing  the  Mexican  authorities  and  monopolists 
wished,  as  the  cordon  of  sentinels  around  keep  us 
from  introducing  goods  up  the  country.  They  don  't 
wish  the  people  to  procure  our  goods.  It  will  effec- 
tually protect  their  manufactures  and  prevent  their 
ruin— likewise  their  agriculture.  You  know  that 
the  peons  or  serfs  in  Mexico  wear  little  or  no- 
thing but  buckskin,  as  their  wages  are  from  $3  to  $5 
per  month  only,  and  high  prices  put  cotton  goods 
out  of  their  reach.  The  Mexicans  here  will  never 
complain  of  being  robbed  by  the  authorities,  as  the 
Americans  cannot  be  beaten.  Plunder  is  good  when 
it  can  be  done  legally.  What  do  you  think?  Our 
town  council  have  voted  ^50  per  month,  each;  the 
governor,  or  military  commandant,  $200  per  month; 
three  judges  each,  $200  per  month;  major  of  police, 
$100  per  month — all  to  come  out  of  taxes  and  li- 
cefiscS  of  this  small  town  of  5,000  inhabitants,  un- 
der American  justice.  These  officers  get  their  pay, 
loo,  as  officers  of  the  army,  or  sutlers,  of  which  the 
whole  is  composed.  The  major  of  police  is  a major 
in  the  army.  Beelzebub  would  blush  if  he  were 
liere;  fine  picking  for  the  favorites.  Last  year  we 
returned  home  on  account  of  the  Mexicans;  we  shall 
now  return  on  account  of  the  absurdity  of  our  own 
government.” 

In  illustration  of  the  operation  of  this  tariff,  the 
New  Orleans  Bulletin  states  the  following: 

"The  following  incident  has  occurred  within  the 
last  forty  eight  hours.  A house  in  this  city  had  a 
large  lot  of  American  cotton  goods,  and  had  nearly 
closed  the  sale  of  them  for  the  Mexican  market,  the 
purchaser  wishing  first  to  engage  the  freight,  when 
the  latter  called  to  say  that  he  declined  taking  them, 
as  he  had  purchased  a similar  lot  of  English  goods, 
in  the  hands  of  an  importing  house,  on  rather  more 
favorable  terms.  Here,  then,  were  probably  §10,- 
000  of  foreign  goods,  manufactured  in  part  if  not 
altogether  from  foreign  cotton,  which  are  supplied 
to  the  Mexicans  in  place  of  an  equal  quantity  of  our 
goods,  manufactured  exclusively  from  American 
cotton,  and  the  $10,000  of  specie  that  will  be  paid 
for  them  will  go  to  Europe  instead  of  coming  to  the 
United  States.  A discriminating  duty  of  ten,  or 
probably  of  five  per  cent,  in  favor  of  our  own  arti- 
cles, would  have  prevented  this  result.  We  give 
this  one  instance  as  a specimen  of  the  ge.neral  ope 
ration  of  Mr.  Walker’s  plan.” 

Revenue  under  the  Mexican  tariff.  We  learn 
that  the  whole  amount  received  at  Vera  Cruz,  for 
duties  under  the  new  tariff,  is  about  $300,000.  Bu- 
siness was  extremely  dull  there,  as  well  as  at  Tam- 
pico, and  the  complaints  against  the  tariff  were  loud 
and  general,  except  among  the  foreign  houses!  Thus 
far,  it  has  worked  very  badly,  both  as  to  trade  and 
revenue.  [<N'.  0.  Bulletine,  .Tune  1. 

The  Mexic.an  tariff.  Denis  Prieur,  collector  of 
customs  at  New  Orleans,  has  received  instructions 
from  Washington  to  allow  all  merchandise  liable  to 


foreign  duties  to  be  shipped  to  the  Mexican  ports 
occupied  by  our  troops  without  paying  the  foreign 
duties  under  our  tariff.  [W.  O.  Delta,  ^Spril  18. 

. Government  funds.  Several  singular  paragraphs 
have  appeared  during  ihe  week.  For  iiislancc,  the 
Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  says:  “We  have  before  us  an 
extract  of  a letter  from  New  Orleans,  dated  May  2Sth, 
which  makes  a statement  worthy  the  attention  of  busi 
ness  men.  We  invite  thereto  the  eyes  of  tlie  editor  of 
the  Union:  it  is  as  follows:  “The  government  sends  no 
money  fere,  and  the  Mississippi  secretary  is  supposed 
to  be  financiering  in  treasury  notes.  A few  days  ago, 
Col.  Hunt,  paymaster,  sold  five  hundred  thousand  war 
warran's  to  the  banks,  at  2|  to  2|c.  discount,  and  took 
from  them  a receipt  against  the  discount,  as  a charge 
for  transporting  specie.  What  does  this  mean?  What 
kind  of  trading  is  this?  Would  it  not  be  well  that  the 
public  should  understand  the  progress  of  business  in 
which  it  has  such  a direct  interest,  not  merely  in  regard 
to  the  amount  lost  or  gained  to  the  public  treasury,  but 
with  reference  to  Ihe  effect  of  such  transactions  on  the 
money  market?  Will  the  Union  explain?” 

The  New  York  Express  of  Tuesday  says:  ‘ 8700,000 
in  gold  were  this  morning  despatched  to  New  Orleans 
by  the  sub-treasurer  in  tins  city,  in  charge  of  Green  & 
Co.’s  express,  by  the  way  of  Wheeling  and  the  Balii 
more  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  Adams  & Co.,  of 
this  city.  Green  & Co.’s  express  from  Baltimore  to  the 
Ohio  river,  and  a government  sub-treasurer  (with  legs) 
were  attending  it.’’ 

A Washington  letter,  in  a morning  paper,  writes  thus, 
as  of  another  transfer:  “Ten  days  since  a gentleman 
connected  with  the  treasury,  went  from  Philadelpliia  in 
charge  of  $1,000  000  specie  for  New  Orleans,  and  ano- 
ther $1,000,000  was  sent  to  the  same  city  from  N.  York 
and  Philadelphia.’’ 

Prices  of  wheat,  corn,  and  fl  our.  have  fluctuated  in 
our  markets  since  Ihe  last  steamer  was  telegraphed,  at  a 
y ild  rate.  They  mounted  at  first  to  rates  which  could 
be  sustained  but  for  a day  or  two,  then  receded  rapidly 
to  a point  of  depression  from  which  they  are  now  re- 
covering somewhat.  At  Pittsburg  flour  is  quoted  at 
$5.75a$6.  At  N.  Orleans,  (2d  inst.,)  Ohio  brands  $6  S’?; 
St.  Louis  brands  $7.50.  At  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
$8.25a$8.50.  At  New  York  $8  75  for  Gennesee,  and 
$9.25  for  southern  brands.  At  Boston  during  the  past 
week  28,169  bbis.  of  flour  were  received,  20,746  of 
wliich  came  by  the  western  railroad.  33,602  bushels  of 
corn  were  received  during  the  same  period. 

The  quantity  of  wheat,  flour,  co  n,  and  meal,  exported 
from  the  United  States  from  1st  September,  1846,  to  1st 
May  1847,  changing  the  flour  and  meal  into  bushels,  by 
assuming  5 bushels  of  wheat  to  a barrel  of  flour,  and  4 
bushels  of  corn  to  a barrel  of  meal: 

From  Wheat. 

New  York  bushels  6,809,466 


New  Orleans  4 336,653 

Philadelphia  2,321,892 

Baltimore  2,783,063 

Boston  519,275 

Norfolk  111. {,15 

Richmond  and  Petersburg  245  800 
Alexandria  56,390 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  via  Canada  120.479 

Savannah  9,035 

Charleston  2.966 

Mobile  3,825 

Apalachicola 

Gardiner,  Me.  2,500 

Newark,  N.  J.  455 

Wilmington,  Del. 


Corn. 
5,851  247 
3,116,278 
1,851,239 
2,614,9-22 
637,486 
947,236 
43.584 
59,276 

67,884 

40,000 

28,406 

40,000 

9,048 

20,400 


OUR  OWN  MONEY  MARKETS, 

Are  enjoying  the  advantages  incident  to  Ihe  unu.«ual 
amount  of  breadstuff  and  provisions  that  Europe  is 
taking  from  our  providential  supply.  Not  less  than 
twenty  five  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  have 
reached  us  from  Europe  within  a very  few  months. 

United  States  stock  and  treasury  notes  command  a 
premium  of  5 to  6 per  cent.,  and  although  the  sub- 
treasurv  is  at  least  partially  in  operation,  and  the  whole 
of  the  United  States  deposites  have  been  drafted  for, 
(though  a small  portion  of  the  drafts  have  not  yet  been 
presented,)  the  banks  have  an  ample  supply  of  specie 
wherewith  to  sustain  their  circulation,  and  are  discount- 
ing as  freelv  as  business  seems  to  require. 

The  New  York  banks  have  paid  O'lt  United  States 
depo.sites,  since  May  1846,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions 
of  dollars,  and  have  now  more  specie  in  vault  than  ever 
before,  say  $11,312,171,  besides  cash  items  to  the 
amount  of  $8,793,286. 

Exchanges  on  London  remain  in  our  favor,  say  at 
1.0o5al,06. 

Domestic  exchanges,  are  as  fair,  and  have  been  for 
years,  as  if  we  had  a National  Bank  or  sub-treasury, 
with  powers  to  regulate  exchanges,  in  full  operation. 

Tlie  last  steamer,  the  Hibernia,  brought  about  $1,000,- 
000  in  specie. 
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Total,  17,31 3, ‘235  14,357,006 

This  shows  an  aggregate  equivalent  to  21,670,341 
bushels  of  wheat  and  corn  shipped  from  the  U.  States 
in  the  eight  months. 

The  total  of  shipments  of  the  same  articles  from  the 
U.  States  for  the  entire  year  ending  30th  June,  1846,  re- 
duced to  bushels  as  above,  was  18,2'1, 614  bushels,  say 
a little  over  half  the  quantity  shipped  in  the  succeeding 
eight  months. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Tuesday 
says;  “The  pressure  of  flour  and  other  produce  on  its 
way  to  Europe,  quite  overwhelms  the  means  of  move- 
ments. At  the  lower  end  of  South  street  there  is  neith- 
er doc  k,  wharf,  nor  street  room  enough,  nor  are  there 
lighters  enough,  nor  drays,  nor  coopers  to  line  the  bar- 
rels, and  put  other  packages  in  order.” 

An  instance  of  the  freight  mania  at  Buffalo  has  been 
related  to  ns.  A poor  man  on  the  Ohio  canal  bought  a 
scow  for  $550,  and  freighted  it  with  flour  to  Cleveland, 
his  profits  paying  for  the  scow.  He  then  had  it  towed 
to  Buffalo,  and  in  a few  hours  sold  the  old  scow  for 
$1,100!  So  much  for  twenty  days  work  and  a little  en- 
terprise. iRochester  Adv. 


Atlantic  steamers.  The  Washington,  the  first  of 
our  mail  line  of  European  steamers,  left  N.  York  on 
her  first  trip  on  the  1st  inst.  in  fine  style. 

The  America,  the  first  of  the  British  new  line  of  stea- 
mers from  Liverpool  for  Boston  and  New  York,  was 
launched  at  Greenock  on  the  13th  May.  She  is  1,800 
tons,  25!  feet  keel,  38  feet  beam. 

The  Missouri,  the  first  of  the  French  Atlantic  stea- 
mers, was  to  leave  Havre  the  las!  of  May. 


‘‘army  of  invasion.” 

Scott’s  army. — General  order  JVb.  130,  is  dated — 
Jalapa.  April  30lh: 

1 . The  country  between  Plan  del  Rio  and  La  Hoja 
will  constitute  a separate  military  department,  to  be 
called  ‘the  department  of  Jalapa,’  and  that  between 
La  Hoya  and  Las  Vigas  a separate  military  depart- 
ment, to  be  called  ‘the  department  of  Perote,’  each 
iipder  the  command  of  whatever  oflScer  may  find 
himself  senior  therein,  in  the  absence  of  the  general 
in  chief. 

2.  First  lieutenant  G.  W.  Rains,  4th  artillery,  aid 
de  camp  to  Brigadier  General  Pillow,  will,  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  the  latter,  be  attached  to 
general  headquarters  in  the  same  capacity. 

3.  Second  lieutenant  Schuyler  Hamilton,  1st  in- 
fantry, is  also  announced  to  the  army,  as  acting  aid 
de  camp  to  the  general  in  chief. 

4.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edmonston,  Louisiana  mili- 
tia, attached  to  general  headquarters,  has  leave  of 
absence  for  two  months.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
leave,  he  will  consider  himself  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

An  order  from  Col.  Childs,  dated — Jalapa,  April 
26,  directs  all  oflBcers  of  the  Mexican  army  on  parole 
in  and  about  Jalapa  to  report  themselves  forthwith, 
or  they  will  be  deemed  spies. 

Another  order  from  the  same,  dated  April  28th — 
orders  all  the  gambling  houses  in  Jalapa  forthwith 
to  be  closed.  Natives  or  Americans  violating  this 
order,  will  forthwith  be  sent  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  1st  and  2d  regiments 
of  Tennessee  volunteers  are  to  return  home.  ‘‘No 
one  can  blame  them,  not  only  is  their  time  out,  but 
they  are  out  of  clothing  and  of  many  things  which 
are  required  to  make  even  a camp  life  bareable” — 
says  the  letter  from  Vera  Cruz. 

‘•THE  PAL.METTO  REGIMENT.” 

Colonel  P.  M.  Butler,  commanding  the  regiment  of 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  has  addressed  to  the  editor 
of  the  CharleEtoii  Mercury  a letter  from  Jalapa,  dated 
April  30th,  by  way  of  repelling  “fires  in  our  rear,” — in 
the  form  of  accusations  or  insinuations  relative  to  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  regiment,  which  the 
colonel  considers  to  have  been  ungenerous  towards  men 
that  VN'ere  busily  engaged  undergoing  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  service  abroad  in  the  cause  of  the 
country.  The  colonel  meets  those  insinuations  however, 
and  as  we  think,  sufficiently  shows  that  they  were  un- 
deserved. 

One  of  tlie  principal  subjects  of  complaint  was,  in 
relation  to  the  expenditure  of  money  provided  by  the 
state  for  cloihing  and  uniforms  for  the  regiment.  Ihe 
reply  to  this  clearly  shows  that  large  allowance  should 
be  made  for  incidentals,  in  judging  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  officers. 

It  is  time  that  ample  provisions  was  made  by  the  state 
for  clothing  for  'he  regiment, — and  the  complaint  was, 
that  cloths  and  supplies  for  the  regiment  for  three  months 
had  not  been  furnished.  The  facts  were,  that  so  soon 
as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  appropiiaiion  was  made, 
an  agent  was  despatched  to  New  York  to  purchase  the 
uniform  suits,  where  it  was  ascertained  they  could  be 
obtained  ready  made  at  half  the  price  demanded  for 
titem  in  Charleston.  They  were  shipped  without  delay, 
say  by  the  19th  December  last,  but,  overtaken  by  a 
storm,  the  vessel  was  wrecked  upon  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  regiment  had  to  march  before  the  in- 
jured clothing  could  be  recovered  Irom  thence,  and  said 
clothing  was  then  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence 
to  be  shipped  in  pursuit  of  the  regiment  wherever  it 
might  be. 

Mean  time,  the  U.  States  government  having  advanc- 
ed to  each  man  of  the  regiment  $21.50  to  purchase  six 
months’  clothing  in  advance,  only  lour  of  which  inoinh? 
have  yet  expired,  the  regiment  has  not  only  been  amply 
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provided,  says  Col.  B-,  but  “if  anythins  has  been  a bur- 
then to  the  regiment,  up  to  the  last  ten  Hays,  it  has  been 
the  article  of  surplus  clothing,  so  much  so,  that  during 
every  march  they  liave  thrown  away  entire  pieces.” — 
The  uniform  intended  for  the  individuals,  was  designed 
for  ornament,  and  to  be  worn  only  on  parade  hours. — 
The  colonel  then  furnishes  an  account  of  the  disposition 
of  the  finances. 

The  charge  of  the  regiment  having  moved  of!  preci- 
pitately, is  met  by  the  fact,  that  peremptory  orders  were 
received  23d  December  from  Washington,  for  the  regi- 
ment to  move  off  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  On 
the  25ih  they  proceeded  accordingly  as  far  as  Hamburg, 
and  left  there  1st  January  e;i  route  for  Mexico.  The 
commander  thinking  that  “waiting  for  their  band  boxes 
with  dress  from  New  York,’’  would  hardly  have  done 
as  an  excuse  to  urge  to  the  war  department  for  a delay. 
Besides,  “if  delayed  beyond  a certain  period,  our  cer- 
tain destiny  would  be,  to  garrison  forts  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  inactively,  where  our  men  would  ‘rot  and  die’ 
under  a most  pestilential  climate.’’  “We  are  now  luck- 
ily located  in  a high,  healthy,  bracing  atmosphere,  with 
the  prcsi'ect  of  an  active  errployment  ahead.  The  e 
is  evidence  that  the  clothing  is  in  Vera  Cruz,  it  has  been 
sent  for,  and  is  expected  within  the  next  four  days.  It 
is  the  universal  testimony  of  all  the  officers,  that  not  one 
hour  sooner  would  they  have  had  the  uniform,  than 
since  their  arrival  at  this  place,  seven  days  since.’’ 

The  Mercury  of  the  29ih  ult.  contains  the  following 
letter  from  a distinguished  officer  of  the  South  Carolina 
regiment  of  volunteers: 

Jalaps,  May  1,  1847. 

The  brilliant  affair  at  Sierra  Gordo  will  have  reached 
you  through  the  papers.  The  Palmetto  regiment  was 
unluckily  not  a party  to  it,  having  been  sent  down  to 
take  Alvarado,  which  we  found  already  taken  when  wc 
reached  it.  We  left  Vera  Cruz  the  morning  upon  which 
the  fight  took  place.  We  are  now  encamped  at  this 
place,  with  orders  “to  be  ready  to  march  at  a moment’s 
warning.’’  Military  etiquette  requires  that  the  last  up 
should  be  first  forward,  and  it  is  understood  that  we 
move  day  after  to  morrow,  and  keep  in  advance  until 
we  are  halted  by  the  enemy.  It  is  understood  that  some 
twenty  miles  beyond  Perote,  where  Gen.  Worth  is,  there 
is  a strongly  fortified  pass,  and  at  Puebla  we  are  told, 
energetic  preparations  are  making  for  a determined  re- 
sistance. 

Our  sick  report  is  large,  though  there  is  but  one  man 
seriously  ill — a fine  soldierly  fellow — Pinkney,  of  Charles- 
ton. He  is  much  better  this  morning,  and  in  good  spi- 
rits. The  change  of  temperature  between  Vera  Cruz 
and  Jalapa  is  great — there,  extreme  heat,  here  as  cool 
as  at  Ashville,  N.  C.  During  the  last  month,  three  no- 
ble.young  soldiers  of  our  regiment  have  breathed  their 
last:  Sergeant  Durham,  of  Capt.  Kennedy’s  company; 
and  Sergeants  Glenn  and  Black,  of  Captain  Sumter’s 
company.  They  had  been  left  at  Vera  Cruz.  We  have 
some  hone  that  the  report  of  Glenn’s  death  is  unfound, 
ed.  but  ina;  of  the  others  is  official. 

We  have  many  rumors  as  to  future  movements.bul  they 
are  all  speculative,  and  scarcely  any  two  concur.  There 
are  one  or  two  points,  however,  in  which  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  unanimity.  And  first  is  a conviction  that 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans  there  is  a deep  settled  feel 
ing  of  hatred  towards  us,  from  the  highest  military  offi- 
cer dow  n to  the  lowest  market  woman  or  peon,  and  they 
do  not  lake  the  trouble  of  dissembling  it.  When  the 
alcalde  ol  Jalapa  was  summoned  to  give  up  the  keys  of 
the  government  house,  he  appeared  with  the  keys  in  his 
hand,  and  said,  “I  have  the  keys,  and  I will  nut  give 
them  up;”  and  he  stood  by,  looking  like  a fury,  while 
the  door  was  forcibly  broken  open.  The  second  point 
of  concurrence  in  almost  the  entire  army,  is  a desire  fur 
peace — immediate  peace.  We  have  occasional  rumors 
of  a willingness  to  listen  to  amicable  propositions,  but 
upon  investigaiion..  they  are  unreliable.  Santa  Arina’s 
power  is  evidently  weakened,  and  is  giving  way.  He 
IS  now  at  Orizaba,  organizing  a force  to  act  in  our  rear, 
upon  our  wagon  trains  and  unprotected  parties.  In  the 
capital  all  accounts  agree  that  the  sentiment  is  war  to 
the  knife.  Their  provisional  congress  have  denounced 
it  as  treason  for  any  orie  to  propose  peace  with  the 
North  Americans,  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  aimed  at 
Santa  Anna,  who  is  suspected  of  an  anxiety  for  the 
three  millions. 

Every  one  has  his  plan,  and  mine  is  or  would  be, 
liad  I the  power,  a simple  one.  I would  move  to  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  summon  it  to  surrender.  I would 
say  to  those  who  were  within  its  walls,  I am  willing  to 
withdraw  from  your  capital,  and  will  not  wound  your 
national  pride,  or  trample  upon  the  time-honored  asso- 
ciations of  your  country.  I tender  you  the  olive  branch; 
will  you  accept  it?  yes  or  no.  If  this  pacific  overture 
should  be  refused,  I would  enter  the  city,  quarter  our 
troops  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  by  proclamation  define 
the  lernis  of  peace.  VVe  could  afford  to  be  generous, 
and  might  offer  to  withdraw  our  troops  to  the  line  which 
we  proposed  definitely  to  occupy,  provided  they  would 
signify  their  acceptance  of  our  terms.  'I'he  proposition 
to  withdraw  ( ur  forces  might  propitiate  their  vanity,  and 
appease  their  resentment.  But,  mark  me,  unless  we 
dictate  the  terms  of  peace  ourselves,  and  they  at  once 
acquiesce,  or  some  other  power  interposes  and  does  it 
lor  us,  we  have  a life-time  war.  We  are  involved  with 
a stubborn  and  foolhardy  people,  who  do  not  know 
when  they  are  conquered,  and  would  not  acknowledge 
it  if  they  did.  We  must  then  either  ravage  and  desolate 
the  country,  or  lake  possession,  people,  and  govern  it. 
These  will  be  the  only  alternatives. 

I think  it  im|iortant  that  our  government  should  have 
sonic  competent  umhoriiy  here  on  the  spot  to  ncgotiate> 


if  opportunity  offers,  though  at  present  they  will  neither 
listen  o love,  or  make  love.  Such  an  one,  with  the  con- 
fidence of  our  own  government,  and  who  has  not  been 
heretofore  in  collision  with  the  Mexicans,  might  per- 
chance seize  a favorable  opportunity  and  effect  an  ami- 
cable arrangement.  He  who  shall  make  peace,  or  be 
the  means  of  making  peace,  will  win  a more  enduring 
renown,  than  those  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
upon  the  battle  field. 

CERRO  GORDO. 

From  the  JVeto  Orleans  Picayune. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  2ND  REG.  TENNESSEE  VOLUNTEES. 

If  sacrifices  in  the  service  of  the  country  entitle 
patriotic  and  brave  men  to  a hearing  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  public  opinion,  the  2d  regiment  of  Tennesssee 
volunteers  may  surely  claim  that  privilege.  The 
attack  upon  the  enemy’s  batteries  by  that  regi.ment 
was  the  only  one  of  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gardo  that 
failed;  and  although  the  general  orders  announcing 
this  fact  bear  testimony  to  the  courage  of  the  men 
and  gallantry  of  its  officers,  the  regiment  is  concern 
ed  that  the  public  shall  know  the  circumstances  of 
the  assault,  that  it  may  be  judged  how  far  the  com- 
mendation of  official  reports  is  deserving,  and  how 
far  it  has  attempted  to  smother  up  an  unsuccessful 
enterprise  in  the  ambitious  phraseology  of  a military 
despatch.  The  commander  in  chief,  the  generals  of 
divisions,  and  the  heads  of  detachments  have  been 
heard.  'That  regiment  now  asks  to  be  heard  also, 
and  this  is  all  the  recompense  it  seeks  for  the  loss  of 
comrades,  mowed  down  in  an  effort  upon  which,  it  is 
contended,  it  was  precipitated  by  the  infatuation  of  a 
superior  officer. 

The  general  of  division,  whose  military  capacity 
is  impeached  by  the  ragiment,  has  received  the  re- 
ward due  only  to  exalted  abilities  or  eminent  servi- 
ces. He  has  enjoyed  the  credit  of  leading  the  2d 
regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers  upon  the  despe- 
rate charge  in  which  its  Bower  was  cut  down.  He 
hastened  from  the  battle  field  and  received  the  firstl- 
ings of  the  public  gratitude  for  the  fields  of  Cerro 
Gordo.  The  sympathies  of  the  people  were  excited 
on  account  of  a wound,  which  was  reported  to  have 
nearly  severed  liis  sword  arm  in  twain,  whilst  in 
fact  he  carried  the  ball  that  hurt  him  in  his  breeches 
pocket.  And  the  remnant  cf  the  only  regiment  of 
his  brigade  which  was  actively  engaged  in  battle,  and 
which  was  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter,  without 
having  accomplished  anything,  comes  forward  and 
asks  the  calm  judgment  of  their  countrymen  upon 
the  facts  as  thy  occurred.  The  survivors  of  that 
(earful  and  needless  slaughter  have  the  reputation 
of  being  driven  from  the  field,  whilst  from  the  blood 
of  the  slain  incense  is  exhaled  to  glorify  an  officer, 
who  in  the  language  of  the  address,  “neither  led  nor 
followed  in  that  assault.” 

We  tiave  heard  before  now,  and  from  sources 
which  left  no  room  to  doubt  its  truth,  a narrative  of 
the  events  of  the  battle  similar  to  that  now  made 
public.  We  have  heard  these  same  facts  from  parties 
who  were  not  interested  in  the  successful  assault, 
beyond,  tl  e concern  which  was  felt  by  soldiers  and 
officers  of  different  corps  for  brethren  in  arms.  And 
we  have  no  doubt  that  public  opinion  will  settle 
down  in  the  conviction  that  the  2d  regiment  of  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  did  all  that  men  could  do  under 
the  circumstances,  and  that  the  assault  miscarried 
because  they  were  eommanded  to  do  an  impossible 
thing  by  an  officer  who  enjoys  the  exclusive  credit 
of  having  ever  ordered  a regiment  from  that  gallant 
state  to  make  a charge  which  necessarily  resulted  in 
a repulse.  The  fact  that  this  regiment  immediately 
rallied  for  another  assault,  and  was  ready  to  repeat 
an  attack,  over  giound,  upon  which  in, three  minutes 
time,  one  fourth  of  its  members  were  shot  down,  is  an 
evidence  ol  courage  of  the  strongest  signification. — 
These  brave  men  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  them- 
selves for  the  honor  of  their  state  and  the  glory  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  will  not  be  the  less  che- 
rished on  that  account  by  their  fellow  citizens  for 
that,  the  most  devoted  chivalry,  when  misdirected, 
would  only  achieve  an  honorable  martyrdom. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Certain  impressions  which  are  abroad  with  the 
public  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  brigade 
ol  Gen.  Pillow,  at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  seem 
to  require  of  the  undersigned,  officers  ot  the  2d  regi- 
ment I'eiinessee  volunteers,  a simple  statement  of 
facts.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  statement  differs  ma- 
terially from  the  accounts  which  have  heretofore 
reached  the  public  ear,  and  that  the  idea  it  conveys 
of  the  military  talents  of  Gen.  Pillow  is  by  no  means 
complimentary  to  that  officer.  But  the  undersigned 
utterly  disclaim  any  other  motive  in  making  this 
publication  than  such  as  arises  from  a desire  to  do 
justice  to  others  and  to  have  justice  for  themselves. 
They  are  unwilling  to  accord  to  the  uncharitable  the 
privilege  of  yielding  to  the  brave  men  they  cum- 
manded  only  that  questiouable  sort  of  reputation 


which  often  attaches  to  men  who  have  been  engaged 
in  an  unsuccessful  enterprise,  unless  it  be  shown 
that  impossibilities  were  required  of  them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  April  last  Gen.  Scott 
promulgated  to  the  army  his  orders  for  the  action  on 
the  ensuing  day.  To  Gen.  Twiggs’ division,  with 
Shields’  brigade,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  carrying 
the  height  of  Cerro  Gardo,  of  turning  the  enemy’s 
left  wing  and  securing  the  Jalapa  road,  in  his  rear, 
so  as  to  intercept  his  retreat;  while  Gen.  Pillow  was 
to  march  “along  the  route  he  had  carefully  recori- 
noitered,  and  stand  ready,  as  soon  as  he  heard  the 
report  of  small  arms  on  our  right,  or  sooner  if  cir- 
cumstances should  favor  him,  to  pierce  the  enemy’s 
line  of  batteries — the  nearer  the  river  the  better,  as 
he  may  select.”  Gen.  Pillow’s  plan  of  attack  was 
arranged  by  himself,  as  follows:  The  command  of 

Col.  Haskell,  supported  by  Col.  Roberts,  2d  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  was  to  assail  No.  2,  the  centre 
fieldwork  on  the  enemy’s  right;  while  at  the  same 
moment  No.  1,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  was  to  be  attacked  by  Col.  Wynkoop,  1st  regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  volunteers,  supported  by  Col. 
Campbell,  of  the  1st  Tennesseeans. 

The  right  of  the  enemy  extended  from  the  left  of 
the  Jalapa  road  to  the  gorge  of  the  mountains  thro’ 
which  the  river  flows.  Along  this  line  the  enemy 
had  established  himself  on  three  different  heights, 
divided  from  each  other  by  almost  impassable  ra- 
vines. Each  of  these  three  heigths  were  strengthened 
by  admirably  constructed  fieldworks,  known  to  our 
engineers  as  No.  I,  2,  and  3.  These  works  were 
manned  by  upwards  of  3,000  men,  1,500  of  whom 
occupied  the  central  fieldwork. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Gen.  Santa  Anna, 
relying  on  the  great  natural  strength  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  the  apparent  impassability  of  the  ground  on  his 
left,  had  not  taught  himself  to  believe  that  General 
Scott  would  endeavor  to  turn  his  position  there,  but 
that  he  had  strengthened  his  right  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  to  be  the  great  point  of  attack. 

On  the  morning  ol  the  IBth  the  brigade  of  Gen. 
Pillow  was  moved  by  him  from  the  camp  in  the  fol- 
lowing order — Col.  Wynkoop  in  front,  followed  by 
Col.  Haskell,  behind  whom  came  Colonel  Campbell, 
while  Col.  Roberts  brought  up  the  rear.  Diverging 
from  the  Jalapa  road  to  the  left,  nearest  the  field- 
works, the  regiments  moving  in  the  same  order,  each 
by  the  right  flank,  entered  a narrow  path  leading  to  a 
point  near  the  centre  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  works, 
ill  this  order  the  brigade  was  moved  lo  the  scene  of 
action.  Continuing  along  the  path,  the  right  of  Col. 
Wynkoop’s  regiment  had  reached  a point  of  rising 
ground  about  350  yards  from  the  enemy,  when  Gen. 
Pillow,  fearful  that  the  enemy  had  either  discovered 
him  or  would  do  it,  suddenly  withdrew  Col.  Wyn- 
koop by  the  left  flank,  filing  him  by  the  left  flank 
square  oil'  lo  the  left  from  the  path,  and  directed  him 
to  cross  the  ravine  which  was  immediately  on  the 
left  of  the  path  and  form  his  line  of  battle  parallel 
with  the  enemy’s  works,  under  cover  of  the  hill  and 
chaparral  and  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  assault 
No.  1. 

While  Col.  Wynkoop  was  executing  this  order  as 
rapidly  as  the  ruggedness  of  the  ground  would  allow 
him,  the  General  commenced  the  work  of  placing 
the  command  of  Col.  Haskell  in  position.  This  ha 
did  by  directing  Col.  Haskell  to  rest  his  right  on  the 
right  of  the  path,  extending  his  left  square  off  lo  the 
left  so  as  to  form  his  line  of  battle  parallel  with  the 
centre  fieldwork  of  the  enemy.  By  this  manoeuvre 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  ranks  of  Cd.  Haskell’s 
command  were  reversed,  the  front  rank  becoming 
the  rear  and  the  right  of  the  regiment  its  left.  While 
this  novel  order  was  in  the  process  of  execution,  and 
before  the  independent  company  of  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, under  Capt.  John  S.  Williams  and  Captain 
Charles  Naylor’s  company  of  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, which  were  the  9th  and  10th  companies,  had 
got  into  position,  the  enemy  opened  his  fire  upon  us. 
(It  is  proper  to  remark  here  that  the  command  of 
Col.  Haskell  consisted  of  his  own  regiment  and  Capt. 
Williams’s  Kentucky  company  and  Capt.  Naylor’s 
company  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers.)  The  General 
immediately  ordered  the  assault.  The  men  answer- 
ed the  order  with  a shout  and  advanced  rapidly  and 
with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  who  was  totally  concealed  from  them  by  the 
density  of  the  chaparral.  Progressing  steadily  in  the 
face  of  a most  deadly  and  incessant  fire  for  more 
than  250  yards,  over  a rugged  and  stony  ascent,  the 
command  emerged  from  the  chaparral  into  the  open 
space  before  the  works  from  which  the  chaparral 
had  been  felled  for  nearly  two  hundred  yards  and 
left  lying  on  the  ground.  Here  we  were  greeted  by 
seven  pieces  of  artillery  immediately  in  front  of  us. 
No.  1 opened  on  one  of  our  flanks  with  two  guns. 
No.  3 on  the  other  with  three,  while  two  small 
pieces  on  an  extension  of  the  redoubt  behind  No.  2 
kept  time  with  the  others.  This  terrible  fire  was 


232 


NILES  NATIONAL  REGISTEIt-JUNE  12,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


nnderetl  still  more  terrible  by  the  help  of  1500  mus- 
kets, which  drove  a hailstorm  of  bullets  into  the  fa- 
ces of  the  men  as  they  approached.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed, however,  they  continued  the  assault  until  they 
bad  approached  near  enough  to  the  works  to  per- 
ceive their  great  strength,  Ihe  number  of  the  enemy 
and  the  utter  madness  of  advancing  further  without 
orders  from  their  officers,  they  commenced  giving 
way  before  the  fire  and  retiring  to  Ihe  chaparral 
where  they  were  quickly  reformed  for  another  as- 
sault. They  did  not  commence  this  retrograde 
movement,  however,  until  they  had  perceived  that 
every  field  officer  but  the  colonel  had  fallen,  until,  of 
the  commanders  of  companies,  two  had  fallen  dead, 
a third  mortally  and  a fourth  dangerously  wounded, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  lieutenants  not  in  command, 
killed  and  wounded,  and  of  the  awful  havoc  among 
their  comrades.  In  less  than  three  minutes,  of 
less  than  400  men,  about  eighty  had  been  killed  and 
wounded,  many  of  whom  fell  in  forty  yards  of  the 
works. 

Here  two  inquiries  naturally  present  themselves: 
Where  was  Col.  Wynkoop  that  he  was  not  assaulting 
No.  1?  Where  was  Col.  Robsrts  th-at  he  was  not 
supporting  Col.  Haskell?  Col  Wynkoop,  speaking 
for  himself  answers  the  first  inquiry.  He  declares 
that  he  was  ordered  not  to  advance  from  his  position 
until  ordered  to  do  so  by  Gen.  Pillow,  either  through 
cne  of  his  aids  or  by  a concerted  signal.  He  states 
that  he  received  no  order,  heard  or  saw  no  signal. — 

If  he  had  assailed  No.  1 it  would  have  been  better 
for  us.  Then  the  guns  there,  instead  of  annoying 
our  flank,  would  have  been  directed  at  him.  No.  1 
was  in  fact  the  real  point  of  attack.  If  the  whole 
brigade  had  assailed  that  work,  it  would  have  been 
easily  carried.  Then  we  could  have  turned  his  own 
guns  on  the  enemy,  and  attacking  him  in  reverse  have 
driven  him  from  the  field.  This  was  really  what 
Gen.  Scott  desired  Gen.  Pillow  to  do,  if  circumslan- 
ett  favored  him,  with  a proper  opporluuity  “to  pierce 
the  enemy’s  line  of  batteries.” 

The  second  inquiry  is  answered  by  the  order  in 
which  the  regiments  were  moved  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion. Gen.  Pillow  had  actually  placed  Col.  Haskell 
between  Col,  Wynkoop  and  Col.  Campbell,  who  was 
to  support  Colonel  Wynkoop,  and  Colonel  Campbell 
between  Col.  Haskell  and  Col.  Roberts,  who  was  to 
support  Haskell!  Moving  as  the  regiments  did  by  a 
flank  toilsomely  along  a narrow  defile,  often  in  single 
file  it  will  be  readily  perceived  what  a great  distance 
there  was  between  the  assaulting  and  the  supporting 
regiments.  In  fact  when  tlie  command  of  Colonel 
Haskell  returned  to  the  spot  from  whence  it  com- 
menced the  assault.  Colonel  Campbell’s  regiment 
was  in  the  act  of  filing  past  that  point,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  its  position  in  rear  of  Colonel  Wyn- 
koop, while  Colonel  Roberts  was  still  in  rear  of  Co- 
lonel Campbell,  and  of  course  had  not  reached  that 
point. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  General  Pillow  led  the 
assault  on  No.  2.  The  general  neither  led  nor  fol 
lowed  in  that  assault.  So  far  as  we  are  advised,  he 
did  not  advance  any  nearer  to  the  enemy’s  line  than 
the  point  from  whence  the  assault  commenced.  We 
do  not  make  this  statement  because  we  deny  to  Gen. 
Pillow  personal  courage  or  gallant  bearing  in  action 
we  are  willing  to  yield  him  both:  we  simply  cor- 
rect the  error. 

One  inquiry  and  we  drop  this  painful  subject:— 
Why  did  General  Pillow  assail  No.  2 at  all,  and  why 
did  he  do  it  w ith  so  small  a force,  and  before  he  was 
ready?  It  cannot  be  said  that  Gen.  Scott’s  order  di- 
rected him  to  do  it.  This  is  the  language  of  that 
order;  “General  Pillow’s  brigade  will  march  at  six 
o’clock  to-morrow  morning  along  the  route  he  has 
carefully  recomxoitered,  and  stand  ready  as  soon  as  he 
hears  the  report  of  arms  on  our  right — or  sooner,  if 
drcwnslances  should  favor  him,  to  pierce  the  enemy  o 
line  of  batteries — the  nearer  the  river  the  better — as  he 
may  select.”  The  italicising  is  our  own.  General 
Piliow  professed  to  have  "carefully  reconnoilered" 
this  line  of  batteries,  and  frequently  spoke  of  his  abi- 
lity to  carry  them,  and  of  the  fact  that  he  was  satis- 
fied from  his  own  reconnaissances  that  Iheie  were  no 
euns,  or  if  any,  not  more  than  one  on  No.  2.  The 
truth  is  the  general  was  ignorant  ol  the  ground 
and  of  the  enemy’s  strength  and  preparations  for  de- 

We  have  performed  an  unpleasant  task.  We  are 
sorry  that  we  had  it  to  do;  but  justice  to  ourselves,  to 
the  great  fame  ot  the  slates  represented  by  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Haskell  on  that  field,  and  to  the 
memory  of  the  dead  who  fell  there,  require  that  we 
should  tell  “Ihe  truth,  the  whole  troth,  and  nothing 

*^^W»r-^T.  Haskell,  col.  com’g.  2d  Ten.  voh. 

David  H.  Cummings,  It.  col.  2d  Tenn.  vols. 

G W.  McCown,  captain  company  A. 

Henry  F.  Murray,  capt.  com.  B. 

W G McAdoo,  1st  litul.  coro’g.  company  C, 


Wm.  B.  Davis,  1st.  lieut.  cora’g-  com.B. 
Alex.  P.  Greene,  2d  lieut.  com’g  comp.  F. 
Wm.  J.  Standifer,  capt.  com.  G. 

G.  W.  Bownds,  1st  lieut.  com.  A. 

Jas.  W.  Chambers,  2d  lieut.  com.  A. 

A.  J.  Ellis,  2d  lieut.  com.  C. 

Coward,  2d  lieut.  com.  C. 

G.  S.  Slaughter,  2d  lieut.  com.  D. 

E.  J.  Wait,  2d  lieut.  com.  E. 

Eugene  Sullivan,  2d  lieut.  com.  G. 

Jno.  R.  Bell,  2d  lieut.  com.  G. 

Jas.  Forrest,  2d  lieut.  com.  H. 


BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

LIGHT  artillery  REPORT. 

OFFICIAL. 

From  General  Taylor’s  Army. 

Camp  Taylor,  near  Agua  Jfueva,  (Mexico,) 

February  28,  1847. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  orders  of  to-day,  I have 
the  honor  to  report  that  my  battery  of  artillery  took 
position  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  22d  instant,  at 
its  intersection  with  the  road  leading  to  San  Luis 
Potosi,  which  was  maintained  during  the  con- 
flict. Eevery  demonstration  of  the  enemy  on  this 
point  was  promptly  repulsed.  Two  instances,  es- 
pecially, are  worthy  of  notice;  the  first,  about  9 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  when  the  enemy 
appeared  in  very  large  force,  consisting  of  lancers 
and  infantry,  covered  by  a very  heavy  battery  of 
artillery.  The  rapidity  and  precision  of  our  fire 
scattered  and  dispersed  this  force  in  a few  minutes, 
with  considerable  loss  on  his  side,  and  little  or  none 
on  our  own.  The  other  occurred  late  in  the  day — 
after  three  regiments  of  our  volunteers  had  been 
overpowered  by  the  enemy,  and  a strong  body  of 
lancers,  in  close  pursuit  of  them,  was  almost  in- 
stantly driven  back — thereby  saving  several  hun- 
dred of  our  men  from  impending  destruction.  Du- 
ring these  operations,  four  pieces  of  my  battery 
(which  was  composed  of  eight)  were  detached  at 
different  times,  under  1st  Lieutenant  O’Brien,  4th 
artillery,  and  brevet  2i  Lieutenant  Bryan,  topogra- 
phical engineers,  to  a distant  part  of  the  field,  and 
entirely  out  of  my  sight.  For  the  part  taken  by 
these  gallant  officers  and  their  brave  men,  1 am 
compelled  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
O’Brien,  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  which 
also  explains  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  three  pieces 
of  his  artillery. 

Without  entering  into  minor  details  of  the  engage- 
ment, which  lasted  the  greater  part  of  two  days, 
and  during  a large  portion  cf  which  my  battery  was 
Ihe  object  of  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  large 
guns,  1 have  only  to  bear  willing  testimony  to  the 
good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  without  ex 
ceplion,  who  served  under  my  immediate  command 
and  within  the  scope  of  my  own  eye.  Lieutenants 
Brent  and  Whiting,  4th  artillery,  commanded  sec- 
tions, and  brevet  2d  Lieutenant  Couch  was  either 
in  command  of  a piece  or  in  charge  of  the  caissons, 
as  occasion  required;  and  their  charge  for  prompti- 
tude and  gallantry  in  carrying  out  my  orders  could 
not  be  surpassed.  It  is  with  great  pleasure,  there- 
fore, that  1 recommend  them  to  your  favor.ble 
notice,,  and,  through  you,  to  the  consideration  of 
our  government.  1 would  also  ask  for  Lieutenants 
O’Brien  and  Bryan  the  rewards  due  distinguished 
merit. 

Among  my  non-commissioned  officers  it  might  be 
considered  invidious  to  draw  distinctions,  where  all 
did  so  well.  The  long  experience,  however,  of  my 
1st  sergeant,  S/ueWs,  and  Ihe  greater  skill  to  which 
he  had  attained  in  gunnery,  made  the  fire  of  his  piece 
quite  conspicuous  amidst  the  general  accuracy  of  the 
other  cannoneers. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WASHINGTON, 
Captain  4lh  artillery,  commanding  battery. 
Lieut.  J.  McDowell,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gene- 
ral, Gen.  Wool’s  division,  Mexico. 


Camp  on  hallle  ground  of  Buena  Vista,  Mexico, 
February  25,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part 
taken  in  the  action  of  liie  23d  instant,  by  that  portion 
of  artillery  which  was  detached  from  your  battery 
ami  placed  under  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  ihe  22d  instant  I was  placed 
on  the  elevated  plain,  which  afterwards  became  the 
battle  ground,  in  command  of  three  pieces  of  light 
artillery,  viz:  one  12  pounder  howitzer,  one  six 
pounder  gun,  and  one  four  pounder  Mexican  gun. — 
No  opportunity  was  ali'orded  for  the  use  ol  these 
pieces  till  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  when  1 
pushed  the  howitzer  close  to  the  mountain  and  fired 
a few  shells  at  a body  of  Mexicans  that  were  ad- 


vancing along  its  slope,  in  order  to  get  possession  of 
the  head  of  the  ravine,  near  which  our  troops  were 
then  posted.  Finding  the  elevation  and  distance  so 
great  as  to  cause  some  of  my  shot  to  be  wasted,  I 
discontinued  the  fire  and  move  d my  battery  to  the 
position  assigned  it  in  line.  During  this  time  a bat- 
tery of  heavy  Mexican  artillery  was  playing  against 
me,  at  such  a distance  that  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  attempt  to  return  its  fire. 

Soon  after  this,  I was  directed  by  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Lane  to  move  my  batter-y  forward,  in  order  to 
check  the  advance  of  some  lancers  who  were  report- 
ed to  be  coming  up  the  ravine  nearest  the  enemy’s 
line.  The  2d  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers  was  or- 
dered to  support  me. 

On  arriving  at  the  point  indicated.  I found  myself 
within  musket  range  of  about  three  thousand  Mexi- 
can infantry,  while  their  battery  inree  hundred 
yards  on  my  left,  was  pouring  in  heavy  discharges 
of  grape  and  canister.  1 opened  the  fire  against  the 
infantry  and  lancers  with  tremendous  effect.  Every 
shot,  whether  canister  or  shell,  seemed  to  tell. — 
The  enemy  wavered  and  fell  back.  I advanced  on 
him  about  fifty  yards.  He  was  strongly  reinforced, 
until,  in  fact,  I found  his  main  body  pressing  on  me. 
The  pieces  were  admirably  served,  but  failed  any 
longer  to  check  his  advance.  Every  gap  in  the  Mex- 
ican ranks  was  closed  as  soon  as  made.  On  looking 
round,  at  this  moment,  I discoveied  that  the  tremen- 
dous cross  fire  of  the  enemy  had  forced  the  regiment 
ordered  to  my  support  to  fall  back.  Deeming  it 
useless  to  remain  alone,  and  sacrifice  my  piecee 
needlessly,  I wailed  till  the  enemy  came  still  cioser, 
and  then  gave  the  order  to  limber  up  and  retire.  I 
found  that  all  the  horses  and  all  the  cannoneers  of  the 
Mexican  4 pounder  were  either  killed  or  disabled. 
The  other  pieces  were  in  but  little  better  condition. 

I succeeded,  however,  in  withdrawing  Ihem,  and  re- 
tired to  our  line. 

On  arriving  there,  I had  not  a cannoneer  to  work 
ihe  guns.  All  had  been  disabled  or  killed.  Finding 
it  impossible  to  replace  them,  either  from  the  other 
batteries  or  any  other  source,  1 was  compelled  to  re- 
turn your  battery,  which  was  guarding  the  pass  at  the 
foot  of  the  heights. 

You  then  furnished  me  with  two  6 pounders,  with 
which  I again  ascended  to  the  battle  ground.  1 then 
found  myself  opposed  to  a strong  line  of  the  Mexi- 
can infantry  and  cavalry  and  to  one  of  their  heavy 
batteries.  1 was  supported  by  a body  of  infantry 
posted  in  two  ravines  on  my  right  and  left.  The 
remainder  of  our  artillery  and  infantry  were  engag- 
ed with  the  enemy  about  a naif  a mile,  or  more,  to 
our  left.  We  kept  the  enemy  in  check,  while  our 
troops  on  the  left  drove  the  body  opposed  to  them 
round  the  head  of  the  ravine,  where  they  united 
with  those  against  whom  1 was  firing.  At  this  mo- 
ment, I received  orders  to  push  my  section  forward. 

I advanced,  and  again  opened  a heavy  fire.  The 
enemy  was  strongly  reinforced  by  infantry  and  lan- 
cers. * Finding  themselves  so  superior  in  numbers 
by  their  junction  with  this  reinlorcement,  and  with 
their  troops  driven  from  our  left,  they  advanced. — 
The  position  of  things  now  appeared  very  critical. 
If  ti:e  enemy  succeeded  in  lorcing  our  position  at 
this  point,  the  day  was  theirs.  There  was  no  other 
artillery  opposed  to  them  but  my  section  and  one 
other  piece.  It  was  all  important  to  maintain  our 
ground  until  our  artillery  came  round  the  ravine 
from  the  plain  on  our  left  and  joined  us.  I therefore 
determined  to  hold  my  post  till  the  enemy  reached 
the  muzzles  of  my  guns.  The  firing  from  the  sec- 
tion becaiue  more  and  more  destructive  as  the  ene- 
my advanced.  U repelled  a body  of  lancers  which 
was  about  charging  on  the  Illinois  regiment.  My 
own  loss  was  severe.  I had  had  two  horses  shot  un- 
der me;  the  one  1 was  then  on  was  wounded  and 
limping.  I had  received  a wound  in  the  leg.  All 
fiiy  cannoneers,  except  a few  recruits  who  had  join- 
ed some  days  before,  were  killed  or  disabled.  In 
the  midst  of  this  heavy  fire,  with  horses  and  men 
dropping  around  them,  the  lew  recruits  who  were 
fit  lor  duly  lost  their  presence  of  mind;  and  1 found 
it  impossible,  with  all  my  efloris,  to  keep  them  to 
their  guns.  I remained  with  the  pieces  to  the  last, 
until  the  enemy  came  within  a few  yards  of  them, 
when  1 was  forced  to  retire  for  the  want  of  a single 
cannoneer  to  load  or  fire.  1 was,  however,  delight- 
ed to  find  that  1 had  maintained  my  ground  suffi- 
ciently long  to  cause  the  victory  to  be  secured;  for, 
at  this  moment,  the  rest  of  our  artillery  arrived  and 
came  into  action. 

You  are,  sir,  well  aware  that  it  is  often  the  duty 
of  an  artillery  officer  to  sacrifice  his  pieces  for  the 
safely  of  other  troops.  Such  was  my  position.  1 
could  have  saved  the  guns,  had  I wilbdrawn  them 
earlier;  but,  in  such  case,  the  day  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  lust. 

The  large  number  of  killed  and  wounded  (men 
and  horses)  in  the  small  command  under  me,  will 
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Hiifficienlly  eIiow  the  nature  of  the  fervice  in  which 
we  were  engaged.  There  was  but  one  man  and  two 
horses  killed  by  round  shot.  All  the  rest  were  struck 
by  musketry  or  canister. 

It  is  with  unalloyed  gratification  that  I have  to 
apeak  of  the  conduct  of  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant 
Bryan,  topographical  engineers,  who  commanded 
two  of  the  pieces  that  were  first  with  me.  He  had 
been  for  days  suflering  from  sickness,  and  ought,  in 
prudence,  to  have  been  then  in  bed.  I saw  him, 
when  exposed  to  a close  and  murderous  cross  fire 
of  grape  and  canister  on  one  side,  and  musketry  in 
front,  direct  the  fire  of  his  pieces,  and  give  his  com- 
mands w iih  the  same  coolness  as  if  he  were  on  pa- 
rade. He  received  a flesh  wound  in  the  arm.  I beg 
leave,  through  you,  earnestly  to  recommend  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  the  government. 

It  is  also  my  duty  to  commend  greatly  the  cool- 
ness and  bravery  of  Sergeants  Williams  and  Queen, 
of  your  company,  and  of  Sergeants  Evans  and  Moore, 
attached  to  your  company — the  former  of  the  1st, 
the  latter  of  the  2d  Illinois  volunteers.  Corporals 
Nixon  and  May,  of  your  company,  deserve  equal 
praise.  Sergeant  Pratt  behaved  with  great  coolness 
and  courage,  but  was,  unfortunately,  wounded  so 
early,  that  he  could  take  but  little  part  in  the  afl'air. 
All  the  cannoneers,  regulars  and  volunteers,  who 
were  with  me  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  deserve 
high  praise  for  their  coolness,  precision,  and  activi- 
ty. The  same  remark  applies  to  those  who  were 
with  me  the  second  time,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  raw  recruits;  who,  I am  inclined  to  think,  were 
afiected  rather  by  the  confusion  incident  to  raw 
troops  when  exposed  to  a tremendous  fire,  than  by 
fear.  Had  they  remained  at  their  posts  coolly,  1 
[Dight  have  delivered  two  more  fires  on  the  enemy 
before  he  reached  the  guns. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  P.  J.  O’BRIEN, 
Capt.  U.  S.  .A.,  Conid’g  detachment  Art. 
To  Captain  J.  M.  Washington,  Comd’g  Company  B, 

4lh  Art.  b F J , 


Redoubt  at  Saltillo,  Feb.  27,  1847. 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  commanding  general,  that  as  soon  as 
the  action  commenced  at  Buena  Vista  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  instant,  a large  body  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  (supposed  about  eighteen  hundred,)  under 
General  Minon,  left  the  position  they  had  occupied 
during  the  night,  and  began  to  move  up  near  the 
base  of  the  mountains  to  my  left,  apparently  to 
make  a demonstration  on  this  redoubt  and  on  the 
encampment  on  my  right,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
place  themselves  in  the  rear  of  the  army.  As  soon 
as  they  came  within  range  of  my  guns,  I opened 
from  both  of  my  24  pounder  howitzers,  which  caus- 
ed them  some  loss  in  men  and  horses,  and  drove 
them  beyond  the  reach  of  my  shot.  They  succeed- 
ed, however,  in  occupying  the  road  between  the 
army  and  the  town,  where  they  remained  for  some 
hours,  picking  up  such  stragglers  as  attempted  to 
leave  the  field  and  gain  the  city.  Between  two  and 
three  o’clock,  they  began  to  move  apparently  with 
the  design  of  gaining  their  former  position;  and  as 
they  could  pass  entirely  beyond  the  range  of  the  guns 
of  the  redoubt,  I ordered  one  out  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Donaldson,  supported  by  Capt. 
Wheeler’s  company  of  Illinois  volunteers  with  di- 
rections to  advance  and  take  a position  so  as  to  an- 
noy the  enemy,  but  not  to  go  beyond  supporting  dis- 
tance of  the  gun  remainiiijg  in  the  redoubt.  Lieut. 
Shover  also  advanced  one  six  pounder  from  the  camp, 
and  both  guns  took  such  a position  as  lo  flank  each 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  reach  the  enemy.  A 
brisk  fire  was  then  opened  with  fine  eflect,  driving 
them  with  great  precipitation  and  considerable  loss 
up  the  base  of  the  mountain,  along  which  they  skirl- 
ed, till  they  gained  the  position  they  first  occupied  on 
the  plain  near  the  rancho  de  los  Centos,  where  they 
epparently  encamped  for  the  night.  Next  morning 
at  daylight  they  were  seen  crossing  the  mountains, 
through  the  Paloraas  pass,  since  which  they  have  not 
shown  themselves  on  the  Saltillo  plain. 

From  all  the  information  I can  obtain.  General 
Minon’s  loss  must  have  amounted  to  fill}'  or  sixty 
men  and  one  captain,  while  no  one  was  iniured  on 
our  side. 

I am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  ob’t  ser’l, 

L.  B.  WEBSTER, 
Captain  1st  Art.,  Com.  redoubt. 

Maj.  Munroe,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

~ *%ii£i  A'lieva,  March2,  1847. 

Sir:  Having  been  directed  to  report  the  operations 
ol  “y  <‘Sht  battery , during  the  action  of  the  22d  and 
and  2Jd  of  February,  1 have  the  honor  to  stale,  that 
the  action  of  the  22d,  having  been  confined  to  the 
skirraishlngof  infantry  on  the  left  flank  of  our  line 


of  battle,  the  battery  was  not  brought  into  action  on 
that  day,  remaining  in  reserve  a short  distance  in 
rear  of  our  line.  Early  on  the  morning  ofthc23d, 
Lieutenant  Thomas’s  section  took  a position  upon 
the  plateau  on  oiir  left;  a 6 pounder,  under  Lieut. 
Thomas,  in  support  of  the  right  of  a brigade  of  infan 
try,  and  a J2  pounder  howitzer,  under  Lieutenant 
French,  in  support  of  its  left.  Soon  after  this  sec. 
lion  had  taken  its  positon,  the  action  became  general 
upon  this  flank,  and  indeed  throughout  the  line;  and 
my  reserve  section  was  ordered  up,  and  look  position 
on  the  right  of  Lieut.  Thomas’s  piece — three  pie- 
ces of  my  battery  forming  the  right  of  a line  of  ar- 
tillery, having  Captain  Bragg’s  battery  in  the  centre, 
and  one  of  my  howitzers  on  the  left — the  brigade  of 
infantry  having  changed  its  position  during  the  first 
pait  of  the  action,  so  as  now  to  be  engaged  on  the 
flanks  of  the  artillery.  The  action  was  here  kept 
up  with  intense  warmth,  tlie  enemy  making  many 
efforts  lo  sweep  us  from  the  plateau,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  gaining  possession  of  the  only  practica- 
ble passage  for  his  artillery  across  that  flank  of  our 
line.  Though  the  plateau  was  held  in  spite  ol  the 
desperate  efforts  of  the  enemy  lo  gain  it,  yet,  by 
closely  hugging  the  mountain  oil  our  left,  he  succee- 
ded in  crossing  large  masses  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
over  that  part  of  our  line,  and  thus  seriously  threat- 
ened in  rear  our  most  important  positions.  Here  a 
crotchet  in  rear,  w ilh  its  left  resting  on  Buena  Vista, 
having  been  hastily  formed  foi  the  purpose  of  repul- 
sing these  rear  attacks,  1 w as  ordered,  with  a section 
of  my  battery,  round  lo  its  support.  A 6 pounder, 
under  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  was  left  lor  the  imme- 
Uiale  support  of  a brigade  of  inlanii j,  CLinposed  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Sd  Indiana  legiments,  forming 
the  right  of  the  crotchel,  w hilsl  1 nicveu  i'.'ru  ai  d wilh 
a 12  pounder  howitzer  lo  disperse  a large  body  of 
infaniry  that  had  sought  shelter  from  our  fire  in  a 
gorge  of  the  mountain  in  my  immediate  front.  This 
infantry  having  been  dispersed  and  sent  up  the  moun- 
tain, I then  took  the  howitzer  round  to  the  immedi- 
ate support  of  the  Mississippi  and  3d  Indiana  regi- 
ment— Lieutenant  Reynolds’s  piece  having  been  re- 
moved by  Colonel  May  for  the  support  of  his  squad- 
ron on  tlie  left  of  the  crotchet.  Here  1 would  stale 
that  Lieut.  French  having  been  severely  wounded  in 
their  action,  his  detached  piece  fell  into  the  hands 
ol  Lieutenant  Gai nett,  4th  artillery,  who  conduc- 
ted It  with  great  ability  until  it  j nned  Lieutenant 
Reynolds,  on  his  way  to  the  support  of  Buena  Vista. 
Although  Lieutenant  Reynolds  did  not  reacti  that 
place  wilh  his  two  pieces  in  time  to  assist  in  repul- 
sing the  serious  attack  made  upon  it,  yet  he  was  en- 
abled to  bring  up  and  serve  his  guns,  so  as  to  eflec- 
lually  disperse  a large  body  of  lancers  which  had 
still  held  together,  and  showed  a firm  front  on  the 
left  of  the  place.  The  enemy  having  utterly  failed 
in  his  attacks  upon  Buena  Visla,  and  upon  the  left 
crotchet,  he  made  another  desperate  effort  to  get 
possession  ol  the  key  of  our  pusiiion,  by  charging, 
wall  a heavy  column  of  lancers,  the  right  formed  by 
the  Mississippi  and  3d  Indiana  regiments,  and  my  12 
pounder  how  iizer.  This  column,  wilh  a body  of 
infantry,  opened  sucli  a galling  tire  as  would  almost 
stagger  the  best  of  troops,  t he  brigade  of  infantry 
very  judiciously  lell  back  a shoii  distance  to  obtain 
an  advaniageous position  lo  receive  the  charge:  the 
movement  being  covered  by  my  howitzer.  The 
proper  position  having  been  secured,  a deadly  fire 
was  opened  upon  the  column  by  the  line  of  infantry, 
which  at  once  hurled  it  into  deep  ravine  below.  The 
unwavering  firmness  and  deadly  tire  of  the  Mississippi 
regiment  on  this  occasion  showed  them  equal  lo  the 
most  veteran  troops.  Every  efl'ort  of  the  enemy 
having  lailed,  he  was  compelled  t«  retreat  before 
the  forward  movement  of  the  iroopj  forming  the 
crotchet,  who  gradually  wheeled  to  the  right,  closing 
upon  his  disorganized  masses,  and  driving  him  back 
before  a sharp  lire  ol  canister  and  shell  from  my  bat- 
tery, supported  by  that  of  Capt.  Bragg  on  the  left, 
and  some  pieces  under  Lieuts.  O’Brien  and  Tliomas 
upon  the  plateau  on  our  right.  During  tins  move- 
ment the  several  parts  of  me  crotchel,  before  sepa- 
rated by  deep  ravines  and  gulleys,  now  closed  upon 
each  other,  permitting  the  two  pieces  under  Lieut. 
Reynolds  lo  now  join  me.  Alter  having  completely 
dispersed  and  driven  tlie  enemy  into  his  old  position, 

1 was  directed  to  take  my  battery  back  to  the  plateau, 
where  1 joined  Lieut  Thomas,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged  during  the  forenoon  in  the  preserva- 
tion ol  that  imporianl  position,  and  whom  1 found 
closely  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  too  in  a 
very  advanced|position.  Here  the  enemy,  taking  an 
other  stand,  again  inadehis  greatest  efforts  tosweep 
us  from  the  plateau — ihe  battle  raging  as  bot  as  ever. 
The  whole  of  my  battery,  supported  by  Capt.  Bragg’s 
and  by  ibe  Mississippi  and  oilier  regiments  of  mlan- 
try,  wiasheie  engaged  during  the  rest  ol  the  day. — 
'The  position  was  preserved,  and  my  battery  bivou 
acked  upon  an  advanced  position  of  the  plateau  du 


ring  the  night.  The  enemy,  having  exhausted  him- 
self in  his  eflbrls  it  carry  our  positions,  retired  during 
the  night  with  an  immense  loss. 

1 cannot  close  without  taking  pride  in  mentioning 
the  warm  and  hearty  cooperation  given  me  by  nearly 
every  member  of  the  company.  The  services  of 
Lieut.  French,  I regret  to  say,  were  lost  early  in 
the  day,  but  his  severe  wouml  attests  the  zeal  wilh 
which  he  entered  upon  the  field.  Lieuts.  Thomas 
and  Reynolds  behaved  nobly  througheut  the  action, 
and  their  coolness  and  fiimness  conlribnled  rot  a 
little  to  the  success  of  Uie  day.  Lieut.  Thomas  more 
than  sustained  Ihe  reputation  he  has  long  enjoyed  in 
his  regiment  as  an  accurate  and  scientific  artillerist. 

1 also  regard  it  my  duly  lo  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  commanding  general  Sergeant  Swaitie  and  Arti- 
ficer Austin,  whose  services  stood  conspicuous  during 
the  day  as  the  result  of  both  distinguished  skill  and 
bravery. 

1 enclose  herewith  a report  of  the  casualties  which 
occurred  in  the  battery  during  the  action. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  ) our  most  obedient  servant, 
T.  W.  SHERMAN, 

Capt.  3d  Art’y,  com’g  light  company  “E.” 

Major  VV.  W.  S.  Blus,  Ass’l  Adj’l  Gen’I. 

JJgua  J\Tueva,  Mexico, 

.March  2,  1847. 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  1 marched 
from  Saltillo,  under  instructions  from  Major  Mon- 
roe, chief  of  artillery,  on  Ihe  morning  of  the  22d  of 
February,  1847,  wilh  one  section  (two  pieces)  of 
my  battery — one  gnu  under  Captain  Shover,  having 
been  delached  hm  ihe  lielen  e ol  ihe  town,  and  one 
under  2d  Lieulenani  Kiibui  ii,  to  escort  a train.  On 
my  arrival  ai  Buena  Visia,  1 was  placed  in  reserve, 
and  directed  lo  hold  niysell  in  readiness  for  orders. 
About  noon,  under  inslnictions  from  the  commanding 
general,  1 crossed  the  deep  ravine  lo  '.he  right  of  the 
road,  and  lookup  a commanding  position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  our  line,  supported  by  Col.  McKee’s 
regiment  ol  Kentucky  infaniry.  In  this  position,  after 
throwing  up  a slight  breastwork,  1 placed  my  guns 
in  batlery,  and  remained  through  the  night,  keeping 
a vigilant  walcli. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  skirmishing  com- 
menced on  tne  extreme  lelt  of  our  line.  Fcom  my 
position,  I could  clearly  observe  the  enemy’s  move- 
ments, and  perceived  lhai,  unless  I recrossed  the 
ravine,  1 should  be  excluded  Irom  the  action  then 
about  lo  commence.  At  this  lime  1 was  visited  by 
Major  Mansfield,  engineers,  and,  after  a short  con- 
sultation, finding  we  fully  coincided,  1 started  to 
recross  the  ravine,  and  rejoin  our  main  body.  On 
facing  lo  the  rear,  a heavy  cloud  of  dust  was  percei- 
ved several  miles  off  on  the  Saltillo  road,  and,  know- 
ing the  enemy  had  a cavalry  force  in  that  direction, 

I feared  he  was  moving  upon  our  depot  and  train. 

With  the  con.  urrence  of  Major  Mansfield,  I moved 
rapidly  to  that  point,  and  on  my  arrival  met  a horse- 
man vvho  reported  the  force  to  be  the  commanding 
general  with  bis  escort.  The  action  had  now  com- 
menced ill  niy  rear,  and  1 countermarched  and  moved 
up  lo  our  lines.  Bassmg  no  one  in  my  route  to  in- 
struct me,  and  finding  an  opening  on  the  leflofCapl. 
Stein’s  squadron,  1st  uragoons,  1 came  into  action 
Willi  marked  eflect  on  masses  of  the  enemy’s  infan- 
try then  hotly  pressing  our  front.  Here  1 remained, 
and  kept  up  my  fire  until  I observed  our  left  flank 

turned,  and  the  enemy  rapidly  gaining  our  rear. 

Being  very  closely  pressed  with  musketry  in  front, 
and  wiUioul  adequate  support,  1 retired  some  two 
or  thiee  hundreo  yards,  and  changed  the  direction  of 
my  fire  to  the  lelt,  so  as  to  harrass  the  head  of  the 
enemy’s  column,  and  check  his  advaace  upon  our 
rear.  An  inipassible  ravine  prevented  my  gaming 
his  front.  In  this  posiliun  my  guns  were  arduously 
served  lor  a considerable  time.  Captain  Snermaii 
was  in  my  vicinity,  and  tired  m the  same  direction 
with  admirable  ellect.  So  destructive  was  our  fire 
that  the  enemy’s  column  was  divided,  and  a large 
purlioii  ot  It  retired,  leaving  those  in  front,  as  I hoped, 
totally  cut  oB'.  1 i.umediaielj  li  nbered  lo  the  front, 
auu  moved  up  in  the  direclmu  m tne  footol  the  inoun- 
tains.  Passing  Guioiiei  Hardin,  witfi  his  regiment 
ol  Illinois  inlantry,  1 requested  his  support,  which 
was  promptly  given.  Having  advanced  as  far  as  I 
deemed  prudent  against  so  heavy  a force  as  opposed 
me,  1 came  into  action,  and  again  played  upon  the 
enemy’s  inlantry  and  cavalry,  it  was  but  a shoi  t 
lime,  howeier,  belore  I discovered  a light  battery  of 
several  guns  had  been  advanced  by  the  enemy  with- 
in canister  range  of  me;  and  in  a shoi  t time  it  was 
opened  ivitii  such  eflect,  that  1 saw  my  men  and 
horses  must  all  fall  if  1 maintained  my  position.  I 
accordingly  letiied  again  beyond  their  range  and 
fired  upon  tlie  lorce  winch  had  gained  our  rear.  1 
am  particularly  indebted  lo  the  lamented  Colonel 
Hardin  I'or  his  able  support  under  this  heavy  fire. 

My  ammunition,  by  ibis  lime,  was  exhausted  from 
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my  limber  boxes;  my  old  cannoneers  could  not  leave 
their  guns;  and  my  recruits — for  the  first  time  under 
fire — 1 found  unequal  to  the  task  of  replenishing  my 
supply.  I therefore  moved  under  rover  in  the  ravine 
behind  me,  and  rapidly  transferred  iny  ammunition 
to  the  forward  boxes.  Before  completing  it,  a loud 
noise  and  a cloud  of  dust  attracted  my  attention  to 
the  depot  and  train.  1 moved  oS'in  that  direction, 
without  orders  at  a rapid  pace,  supposing  the  enemy 
had  attacked  that  point,  and  my  presence  might  be 
essential  in  maintaining  it. 

Finding,  when  I arrived,  tliat  the  attack  had  been 
made  and  repulsed,  I directed  my  attention  to  the 
large  infantry  and  cavalry  force  wliich  had  turned 
our  left  flank,  and  was  still  advancing.  At  this  time 
I saw  that  Lieutenant  Kilburn  had  joined  me  with 
his  gun.  He  had  been  actively  and  gallantly  enga- 
ged in  my  vicinity  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day; 
but  my  close  occupation  caused  me  to  overlook  him. 
Seeing  that  force  which  had  turned  us  was  gradually 
moving  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  towards  Sal- 
tillo, and  was  only  held  in  check  by  Captain  Sher- 
man, with  one  gun,  under  the  support  of  the  Missis- 
sippi riflemen,  which  he  had  daringly  advanced 
against  at  least  4,000  of  the  enemy,  I put  my  battery 
in  motion  towards  them,  and  sought  support  from 
scattered  parties  of  mounted  men  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  train.  About  fifty  followed  me.  By  the  time  1 
arrived  within  range  of  the  enemy — my  movement 
being  very  slow,  owing  to  the  jaded  condition  of  my 
horses — 1 noticed  the  Mississippi  regiment  gallantly 
led  against  a force  immensely  superior.  Overwhelm- 
ed by  numbers,  it  was  forced  to  fall  back.  1 am 
happy  to  believe  that  my  rapid  and  well  directed 
fire,  opened  just  at  this  tune,  held  the  enemy  in  check 
until  Colonel  Davis  could  gain  a position,  and  assume 
a stand.  Under  my  fire  the  eneuiy  retired  some 
hundred  yards,  and  1 advanced  the  same  distance, 
and  again  came  into  action.  From  this  point  I sev- 
eral tunes  fell  back,  and  as  often  advanced,  regula- 
ting my  movements  by  those  of  the  enemy,  my  sup- 
port being  weak  and  uncertain.  The  effect  of  my 
fire  was  very  apparent,  frequently  throwing  whole 
columns  into  disorder.  Wliilst  thus  engaged,  Gen. 
Wool  came  up,  and  at  my  request,  ordered  our  cav- 
alry, then  some  distance  to  iny  left,  to  move  to  my 
support.  1 at  once  approached  within  canister  range, 
aad  felt  confident  1 should  u.flict  a loss  upon  the  en- 
emy from  which  he  could  not  possibly  recover.  A 
white  flag,  however,  rapidly  passed  me,  and  I ceas- 
ed my  fire.  The  enemy  seized  the  opportunity, 
availed  liiemselves  of  the  protection  of  our  flag,  and 
drew  off  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns. 

As  they  were  retiring  by  the  very  route  they  had 
advanced,  I feared  they  would  avail  themselves  of 
our  weakness  at  that  point  and  renew  the  attack,  re- 
gardless of  our  flag;  I accordingly  reversed  my  bat- 
tery, and  urged  my  horses  to  their  utmost.  'I'hey 
were  so  exfiausted,  however,  that  a walk  was  all 
that  could  be  forced  from  them  by  both  whip  and 
spur.  Several  deep  ravines  had  to  be  passed  by  cir- 
cuitous routes  before  1 could  reach  my  desired  posi- 
tion; and,  as  I feared,  before  I could  possibly  get 
there,  an  awful  roar  of  musketry  commenced. — 
Knowing  the  importance  of  ray  presence,  I left  some 
of  my  heaviest  carriages,  caissons,  and  pushed  on 
with  such  as  could  move  most  rapidly.  Having  gain- 
ed a point  from  which  my  guns  could  be  used,  1 put 
them  in  battery,  and  loaded  with  canister.  Now,  for 
the  first  time,  1 felt  the  imminent  peril  in  which  we 
stood.  Our  infantry  was  routed, our  advanced  artil- 
lery captured,  and  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  coming 
upon  us  at  a run.  Feeling  that  the  day  depended 
upon  the  successful  stand  of  our  artillery,  1 appealed 
to  the  commanding  general,  who  was  near,  lor  sup- 
port. None  was  to  be  had;  and,  under  his  instruc- 
tions to  maintain  our  position  at  every  hazard,  I re- 
turned to  my  battery,  encouraged  my  men,  and, 
when  the  enemy  arrived  within  good  range,  poured 
forth  the  canister  as  rapidly  as  my  guns  could  be 
loaded.  At  the  first  discharge,  1 observed  the  enemy 
fdlter,  and  in  a short  time  he  was  in  full  retreat.  A 
very  heavy  loss  must  have  been  sustained  by  him, 
however,  before  he  got  beyond  our  range.  My  guns 
were  now  advanced  several  hundred  yards,  and  open- 
ed on  a position  held  by  the  enemy,  with  a battery 
of  heavier  calibre  than  our  own— the  same  from 
w hich  our  left  flank  had  been  driven  in  the  loreuooii. 
Under  the  support  of  the  Mississippi  regiment,  1 con- 
tinued my  fire  until  convinced  that  nothing  could  be 
etlecled-- the  enemy  holding  an  eminence  Irom  which 
ve  could  not  dislodge  him  without  a sacrifice  which 
niight  compromise  the  success  of  the  day.  1 accord- 
inglv  withdrew  from  their  fire. 

'I'hus  closed  my  severe  labors  for  the  day,  except 
a few  scattered  shot  fired  at  ditierent  parties  of  the 
enemy'  passing  within  our  range.  1 had  expended 
about  250  rounds  of  ammunition  lor  each  gun. 

About  sunset  1 withdrew  my  battery  into  the  ra 
vine  ill  rear  of  our  line,  and  look  a position  for  the 


night  from  which  I could  readily  move  to  any  assail- 
able point.  Here  I remained — officers  and  men  on 
the  alert,  and  horses  in  harness.  At  daylight  the 
next  morning  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  was  seen 
in  full  retreat;  and  a minute  examination  of  the  field 
showed  the  awful  destruction  to  his  tanks,  which  we 
could  scarcely  realize  before,  but  which  now  fully 
accounted  for  his  movement. 

Captain  W.  H.  Shover,  my  1st  lieutenant,  having 
been  detached  with  one  of  my  guns  for  the  defence 
of  Saltillo,  I must  refer  to  his  report  for  a full  ac- 
count of  the  operations  of  that  portion  of  my  compa- 
ny. His  deportment  there,  when  viewed  in  connex- 
ion with  his  former  distinguished  conduct  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  his  long  and  arduous  services 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war — he  being  the 
only  officer  with  my  battery- who  originally  accom- 
panied it  to  the  field — deserve,  and  I hope  will 
recieve,  the  special  notice  of  the  comtnanding  gene- 
ral. 

Of  Lieut.  Kilburn,  whose  coolness,  efficiency,  and 
gallantry  came  under  my  particular  notice,  I cannot 
speak  in  terms  more  cemplimenlary  than  he  de- 
serves. His  services  are  invaluable  to  me,  whether 
in  the  camp,  on  the  march,  or  in  action.  1 feel  that 
it  IS  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more  of  my  men,  than 
to  express  the  hope  and  belief  that  they  have  fully 
sustained  the  distinguished  reputation  the  company 
has  enjoyed  since  it  first  encountered  the  enemy  on 
the  field  <.{  Palo  Alto. 

It  is  a source  of  regret  that,  just  at  this  critical 
lime,  I should  have  had  so  many  recruits  but  partial- 
ly instructed.  By  it,  the  accuracy  and  rapidity  of 
my  fire  were  both  impaired,  and  my  attention  was 
frequently  withdrawn  from  its  proper  direction  to 
encourage,  inspire,  and  instruct  them.  The  want  of 
a full  complement  of  officers  to  my  company  was  also 
seriously  felt. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obed’t.  serv’t., 
BRAXTON  BRAGG, 
Capl.  3 I art’y,  commanding  light  Co.  “C.” 
To  Maj.  W,  W.  S.  Bliss,  Ass’t  Adj’t  Gen’l,  army  of 

occupation. 


Dragoon  Camp,  (ntar  Agua  Nueva,  Mexico,) 

March  3,  1847. 

Major.  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  my  command  in  the  affair  of  the 
22d,  and  the  battle  of  the  23J  ult.  with  the  Mexican 
army.  Immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
advance  of  the  Mexican  forces  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d,  1 accompanied  the  general  in  chief  with  my 
squadron  to  the  battle  field.  Ptie  action  not  becom- 
ing general  that  day,  the  duties  of  my  squadron 
were  simply  observatory;  and  I returned  in  the  even- 
ing, in  compliance  with  instructions  previously  re- 
ceived from  the  commanding  general,  to  Saltillo. — 
On  the  morning  of  the  231  I again  accQm|Kinied  the 
general  to  the  battle  ground  with  my  squadron,  con- 
sisting of  seventy-two  total,  seventy-six  aggregate. — 
As  soon  as  I reached  the  scene  of  action,  I took  po- 
sition near  the  squadron  of  the  1st  dragoons,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  co  operate  with  it,  if  necessary,  and  also 
to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Captain  Sherman’s 
battery.  Shortly  after  Ibis  the  battle  became  gene- 
ral, the  enemy’s  grand  column  of  attack  having  forc- 
ed the  position  occupied  originally  by  the  Kentucky 
and  Arkansas  mounted  volunteers,  and  driving  them 
before  it,  was  rapidly  gaining  ground  towards  our 
rear.  At  this  moment  the  commanding  general  di- 
rected me  to  assume  command  of  the  dragoons,  and 
check  that  column. 

Capt.  Stem,  1st  dragoons,  being  absent  or  engaged 
in  some  other  portion  of  the  field,  the  command  of 
the  squadron  of  the  1-t  dragoons  devolved  on  Lieut. 
Rucker.  Owing  to  the  numerous  deep  ravines  cut- 
ting the  entire  field  of  battle,  1 was  compelled  to 
pursue  a circuitous  route  to  gain  the  head  or  front  of 
the  advancing  column.  On  my  way  thither  1 was 
joined  by  Capt.  Pike,  Arkansas  mounted  volunteers, 
with  ills  squadron,  who  informed  me  he  had  been 
ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty.  So  soon  as  I ap- 
peared with  my  command  in  front  of  the  enemy,  his 
cavalry  halted,  under  cover  of  a deep  ravine,  sup- 
ported by  large  masses  of  infantry.  At  the  same 
lime  Cols.  Marshall  and  Yell,  separated  from  my 
command  by  a deep  ravine,  advanced  their  respec- 
tive commands  towards  the  enemy.  By  these  com- 
bined movements  the  progress  of  the  seemingly  vic- 
torious column  was  checked.  1 maintained  that  po- 
sition nearly  an  hour;  during  which  time  the  enemy 
did  nut  advance  beyond  the  defensive  position  assum- 
ed on  my  first  appearance  in  his  front.  1 was,  how- 
ever, unable  to  charge  his  cavalry,  owing  to  the  in- 
tervention of  deep  ravines. 

The  position  1 then  occupied  was  eminently  favor- 
able for  the  use  of  artillery,  and  1 accordingly  des- 
patched Lieut.  Wood,  tny  adjutant,  to  the  eomaiamJ- 


ing  general  requesting  a piece  of  artillery  to  be  sent 
to  me.  Before  the  arrival,  however,  of  the  piece  of 
artillery  placed  under  my  orders  by  the  general,  I 
was  ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Wool  to  return  to 
the  position  I occupied  first  in  the  morning  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  situated  on  the  ridge  nearest  to  the 
enemy,  and  which  were  also  immediately  under  the 
eye  of  the  general-in-chief.  While  in  that  position 
I was  directed  to  detach  Lieutenant  Rucker,  with 
the  squadron  of  the  1st  dragoons,  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  ravine  under  cover  of  the  ridge  and  to 
charge  the  enemy’s  batteries  situated  on  the  plateau 
at  the  base  of  the  mountain.  He  had  not,  however, 
proceeded  more  than  a few  hundred  yards,  when  it 
was  observed  that  the  enemy’s  column  on  the  left 
flank  was  again  advancing,  driving  the  Kentucky  and 
Arkansas  mounted  volunteers,  and  menacing  our 
rear,  i was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  to 
recall  the  squadron  of  the  1st  dragoons  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  three  squadrons  and  a section  of  artil- 
lery under  Lieut.  J.  F.  Reynolds,  to  check  and  force 
back  this  column.  Before  the  squadron  of  the  1st 
dragoons  could  be  recalled,  it  had  gone  so  far  up  the 
ravine  as  to  be  in  close  range  of  the  enemy’s  artille- 
ry. It  was  thus,  for  a short  lime,  exposed  to  a severe 
fire,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a few  men.  The 
other  two  squadrons  and  the  section  of  artillery  were 
in  the  mean  time  placed  in  motion  for  Buena  Vista, 
wtiere  a portion  of  our  supplies  were  stored,  and 
against  which  the  enemy  was  directing  his  move- 
ments. Lieut.  Rucker  joined  me  near  the  ranebo, 
and  in  time  to  assist  me  in  checking  the  heavy  caval- 
ry force,  which  was  then  very  near  and  immediately 
in  our  front.  A portion  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
amounting,  perhaps  to  two  hundred  men,  not  per- 
ceiving my  command,  crossed  the  main  road  near  to 
the  rancho  and  received  a destructive  fire  from  a 
number  of  volunteers  assembled  there.  The  remain- 
ing heavy  column  was  immediately  checked  and  re- 
tired in  great  disorder  towards  the  mountains  on  our 
left,  before,  however,  1 could  place  my  command  in 
position  to  charge.  Being  unable,  from  the  heavy 
clouds  of  dust,  to  observe  immediately  the  move- 
ments of  the  body  of  cavalry  which  had  passed  the 
rancho,  1 followed  it  up  and  found  it  had  crossed  the 
deep  and  marshy  ravine  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
was  attempting  to  gain  the  mountains  on  the  right. — 
1 immediately  ordered  Lieut.  Reynolds  to  bring  hie 
section  into  battery,  which  he  did  promptly,  and,  by 
a few  well  directed  shots,  dispersed  and  drove  the 
enemy  in  confusion  over  the  mountains.  I next  di- 
rected my  attention  to  the  annoying  column  which 
had  occupied  so  strong  a position  on  our  left  flank 
and  rear  during  the  whole  day,  and  immediately 
moved  my  command  to  a position  whence  1 could 
use  iny  artillery  on  the  masses  crowded  in  the  ra- 
vines and  gorges  of  the  mountains.  As  I was  leav- 
ing the  rancho,  1 was  joined  by  about  two  hundred 
foot  volunteers,  under  Major  Gor  nan,  and  a detach- 
ment of  Arkansas  mounted  volunteers,  under  Lieut. 
Colonel  Roane.  Believing  my  command  now  sutfi- 
cienlly  strong  for  any  contingency  which  might 
arise,  I advanced  it  steadily  towards  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  and  to  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  the 
position  occupied  by  the  enemy.  1 then  directed 
Lieutenant  Reynolds  to  bring  his  section  again  into 
battery;  and,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  by  the 
steady  and  destructive  fire  of  his  artillery,  the  enemy 
was  lurced  to  fall  back.  This  advantage  I followed 
up;  in  doing  which  1 was  joined  by  a section  of  ar- 
tillery under  Captain  Bragg.  My  command  still 
continued  to  advance,  and  the  enemy  to  retire.  We 
soon  gained  a position  where  we  were  able  to  deliver 
a destructive  fire,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  retreat 
in  confusion.  While  the  artillery  was  thus  engaged, 
by  order  of  General  Wool  I steadily  advanced  the 
cavalry;  but,  owing  to  the  deep  ravines  which  sepa- 
rated my  command  from  the  enemy,  I was  unable  to 
gain'ground  on  him.  The  enemy  having  been  thus 
forced  to  abandon  his  position  on  our  left  and  rear, 
I was  again  directed  to  assume  a position  in  support- 
ing distance  of  Captain  Sherman’s  battery,  which  oc- 
cupied Its  former  position,  and  against  which  the 
enemy  seemed  to  be  concentrating  his  forces.  After 
having  occupied  Ibis  position  some  time,  the  general 
in  chief  directed  me  to  move  my  comaiand  up  the 
ravine  totiards  the  enemy’s  batteries,  and  to  prevent 
any  further  advance  on  that  flank.  This  position 
was  occupied  until  the  close  of  the  battle,  the  enemy 
never  again  daring  to  attempt  any  movement  towards 
our  rear.  The  cavalry,  except  Captain  Pike’s  squa- 
dron, which  was  detached  for  picket  service  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  occupied,  during  the  night  of  the 
23d,  the  ground  near  where  1 was  directed  last  to 
take  my  position  before  the  close  of  the  battle. — 
Finding,  on  the  morning  of  the  24lh,  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated,  I was  joined  by  Capl.  Pike’s  squadron, 
and  ordered  by  the  general  in  pursuit. 

In  closing  this  report,  1 shoulJ  do  injustice  to  my 
feelings  were  1 to  omit  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
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commanding:  general  the  steady  bearing  and  gallant 
conduct  of  the  ofScers  and  men  of  my  command  — 
The  squadrons  of  the  1st  and  2d  dragoons,  under 
command  of  Lieutenants  Rucker  and  Campbell,  and 
the  squadron  of  Arkansas  mounted  volunteers,  under 
Captain  Pike,  displayed  the  greatest  coolness  and 
steadiness  under  the  heaviest  fire  of  the  enerny,  and 
the  greatest  promptitude  in  obeying  all  my  commands 
that  day.  To  Lieutenant  Thos.  J.  Wood,  my  adju- 
tant, my  thanks  are  particularly  due  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  he  conveyed  my  orders,  and  for  the 
energy  and  zeal  he  displayed  throughout  the  battle, 
and  In  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  3d  artillery,  I must  also 
tender  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  bold 
manner  in  which  he  manoeuvred  his  section  of  ar- 
tillery, which  rendered  the  most  important  and  effec- 
tive service. 

I regret  my  inability  to  state  the  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  whole  command,  squadron  com- 
manders not  having  furnished  me  the  necessary  in- 
formation. 

] have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obed’t.  serv’t, 

C.  A.  MAY, 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  2d  dragoons,  com’dg. 
Major  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  Assistant  Adj’t  Gen’l.  army 
of  occupation. 


Headquarters  3d  Brigade,  2sl  division, 

Buena  Vista,  Mexico,  Feb.  25,  1847. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  the 
following  report  of  that  part  of  the  battle  of  the  22d 
and  23d  inst.  in  which  the  forces  under  iny  imme- 
diate command  took  part. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  22d,  I look  po- 
sition on  the  left  of  the  field  upon  which  the  battle 
was  fought  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  with  the 
eighth  battalion  companies  of  the  2d  regiment  of  my 
brigade,  supported  by  three  pieces  of  light  artillery, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  O’Brien.  The  four  rifle  com- 
panies of  this  brigade,  (two  from  the  2d,  and  two 
from  the  3d  regiments)  having  been  sent,  under  your 
orders,  together  with  two  companies  of  Kentucky 
mounted  riflemen,  to  occupy  an  eminence  and  ridge 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  to  check  the  advance  ef 
fbe  enemy,  (two  regiments),  who  were  attempting  to 
turn  the  lelt  flank  of  my  position  by  climbing  the 
sides  of  the  mountain. 

Those  rifle  companies  took  their  position  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  22d — the  four  companies  of  Indiana, 
commanded  by  Major  Gorman,  of  the  3d  regiment — 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  Col.  Marshall,  of 
Kentucky;  and  soon  after  the  enemy  opened  a brisk 
fire  upon  our  forces,  but  with  but  little  effect,  which 
they  continued  without  intermission  for  three  hours. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  men  being  secure  from  the 
enemy’s  balls,  and  watching  their  chances,  and  tak- 
ing good  aim,  succeeded  in  killing  and  wounding 
some  thirty  or  forty  of  the  enemy.  In  this  engage- 
ment my  loss  was  four  men  slightly  wounded. 

During  the  night  of  the  22d  the  enemy  sent  a re- 
inforcement of  about  1,500  men  up  the  mountain, 
and  succeeded  in  occupying  heights  which  command- 
ed the  position  of  the  riflemen.  iMy  whole  command 
slept  upon  the  field  that  night  on  their  arms.  As 
soon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  morning  the  23d,  the 
enemy  opened  a severe  fire  from  their  whole  force 
on  the  mountain,  now  amounting  in  all  to  about 
2,500  or  3,000  men,  commanded  by  the  Mexican, 
Col.  Ampudia,  it  is  believed.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  numbers,  our  gal- 
lant riflemen  held  them  in  check  for  several  hours, 
killing  and  wounding  some  fifty  or  sixty  of  their 
forces. 

About  8 o’clock,  a.  m.  of  the  Q3d  instant,  a part  of 
the  Kentucky  mounted  riflemen  and  cavalry,  (dis- 
mounted for  that  purpose)  were  sent  up  the  side  of 
the  mountain  to  support  the  forces  already  there,  at 
which  time  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  tremen 
dous,  but  which  was  returned  by  our  gallant  force 
for  more  than  one  hour  longer.  My  instructions  from 
yourself  were  to  hold  my  position  on  the  left  of  the 
field  against  any  force  which  the  enemy  might  bring 
against  me  in  that  quarter.  The  enemy  had  been  in 
great  force  all  the  morning  of  the  23d,  directly  in 
nay  front,  and  in  sight,  but  too  far  distant  to  be  reach- 
ed by  Lieut.  O’Brien’s  battery. 

About  9 o’clock  1 was  informed  by  Col.  Churchill 
that  the  enemy  weie  advancing  towards  my  position 
in  great  force,  sheltering  themselves  in  a deep  ra- 
vine which  runs  up  towards  the  mountain  directly  in 
my  front.  1 immediately  pul  my  columns  in  motion, 
coDsistin,;  of  tho>e  eight  battalion  companies  and 
Lieut.  O’Brien’s  battery,  amounting  in  all  to  aoout 
400  men  to  meet  them.  The  enemy,  when  they  de- 
ployed from  the  ravine  and  appeared  on  the  ridge, 
displayed  a force  of  about  4,0U0  infantry,  supported 
by  a large  body  af  lancers.  'I'he  infantry  immediate- 
ly opened  a most  destructive  fire,  which  was  returned 


by  my  small  command,  both  infantry  and  artillery, 
in  a most  gallant  manner  for  sometime.  I soon  per- 
ceived that  I was  too  far  from  the  enemy  for  my 
muskets  to  lake  that  deadly  effect  which  I desired, 
and  immediately  sent  my  aid  de  camp  to  Lieutenant 
O’Brien,  directing  him  to  place  hi-' bj'.iery  in  a more 
advanced  position,  with  the  determination  of  advanc- 
ing my  whole  line.  By  this  movenient  1 should  not 
only  be  near  the  enemy,  but  should  also  bring  the 
company  on  my  extreme  left  more  completely  into 
action,  as  the  brow  of  the  hill  impeded  their  fire. — 
By  this  time  the  enemy’s  fire  of  musketry  and  the 
raking  fire  of  ball  and  grape  of  their  battery  posted 
on  my  left  flank  had  become  terrible,  and  my  infan- 
try instead  of  advancing,  as  was  ordered,  I regret  to 
say  retired  in  some  disorder  from  their  position,  not- 
withstanding my  own  and  the  severe  efforts  of  my 
officers  to  prevent  them.  About  the  same  time,  the 
riflemen  and  the  cavalry  on  the  mountain  retired  to 
the  plain  below.  The  Arkansas  cavalry,  (who  had 
been  posted  by  your  orders  in  my  rear  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require) 
also  left  their  position,  the  whole  making  a retrograde 
movement  towards  the  rear.  At  the  same  time  one 
of  the  Illinois  regiments,  not  under  my  command, 
but  stationed  at  some  distance  in  rear  and  on  the 
right  of  my  position,  also  retired  to  the  rear.  These 
troops,  the  most  of  them  were  immediately  rallied 
and  fought  during  the  whole  day  like  veterans.  A few 
of  them,  I regret  to  say,  did  not  return  to  the  field  at 
all.  By  this  apparent  success  the  enemy  were  much 
elated,  and  poured  down  along  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain on  the  extreme  left  of  the  field  their  thousands 
of  infantry  and  lancers,  and  formed  themselves  in 
good  order  along  the  mountain  fronting  perpendicu- 
larly to  where  our  lines  had  been  posted.  At  this 
critical  juncture,  the  Mississippi  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Davis,  arrived  on  the  field,  and 
being  joined  by  a part  of  the  2d  Indiana,  met  the 
enemy  in  a most  gallant  style,  and  after  a most  se- 
vere and  bloody  engagement,  repulsed  them  with 
great  loss.  In  the  mean  time  a large  body  of  lancers, 
600  or  800  in  number,  who  had  passed  down  along 
the  left  toward  our  rear,  made  a most  desperate  charge 
upon  the  Aikansas  and  Kentucky  cavalry,  with  a 
view  of  cutting  off  and  plundering  the  baggage  train 
of  the  army  which  was  at  a ranche  near  the  battle- 
field. 

This  charge  was  met  and  resisted  most  gallantly  by 
those  cava-lry,  aided  by  about  two  hundred  infantry 
who  had  taken  refuge  there  after  they  had  retired, 
from  the.  field.  This  repulse  discouraged  the  enemy, 
and  the  Mississippi  regiment  and  part  of  the  2d  In- 
diana, being  joined  by  the  3d  Indiana  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  James  H.  Lane,  now  advanced 
up  towards  the  foot  of  the  mountain  for  the  purpose 
of  dislodging  the  enemy’s  force  stationed  there.  In 

this  enterprise  1 was  aided  by  Captain  ’s  battery 

of  light  artillery  and  it  was  crowned  with  complete 
success,  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder,  and  with 
immense  loss,  back  along  side  of  the  mountain  to 
the  position  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  morn- 
ing; some  flying  in  terror  up  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  into  the  ravines,  while  a few  were  taken 
prisoners.  Amongst  the  last  desperate  attempts  of 
the  enemy  to  regain  and  hold  the  left  of  the  field, 
was  a charge  made  by  a large  body  of  lancers  upon 
my  command.  This  charge  fur  gallantry  and  deter 
mined  bravery  on  both  sides,  has  been  seldom  equal- 
led. The  forces  on  either  side  were  nearly  equal  in 
numbers.  Instead  of  throwing  my  command  into 
squares  to  resist  the  charge,  the  enemy  were  receiv 
ed  in  line  of  two  ranks,  my  force  reseriing  its  fire 
until  the  enemy  were  w ithin  about  seventy  yards, 
which  was  delivered  with  a deadly  aim,  and  which 
proved  most  destructive  in  its  effects — the  enemy 
flying  in  every  direction  in  disorder,  and  making  a 
precipitate  retreat  towards  their  own  lines.  About 
sunset  the  enemy  withdrew  from  the  field,  and  the 
battle  ceased.  In  a brief  report  it  is  impossible  to 
enter  into  the  details  of  a day  like  the  23d.  I’he  fight- 
ing throughout  consisted  ol  diflerent  engagements  in 
different  parts  of  the  field,  the  whole  ol  them  warm 
and  well  contested;  many  of  them  bloody  and  terrible. 
The  men  under  my  command  actually  discharged 
eighty  and  some  ninety  rounds  of  cartridges  at  the 
enemy  during  the  day.  'I’he  2d  regiment  under  my 
command  which  opened  the  battle  on  the  plain,  in 
such  gallant  style,  deserves  a passing  remark.  1 
shall  attempt  to  make  no  apology  for  their  retreat; 
for  it  was  itieir  duly  to  stand  or  die  to  the  last  man 
until  they  received  orders  to  retire;  but  1 desire  to 
call  your  attention  to  one  fact  connected  with  this 
affair.  I'hey  remained  in  their  position,  in  line,  re- 
ceiving the  lire  of  3,000  or  4,000  infantry  in  front, 
exposed  at  the  same  time  on  ttie  lelt  flank  to  a most 
desperate  raking  fire  Iroiii  the  enemy’s  battery,  post- 
ed within  point  blank  shot,  until  they  had  delibe- 
rately discharged  tioenly  rounds  of  cartridge  at  the 
enemy. 


Some  excuse  may  be  framed  for  those  who  retir- 
ed for  a few  minutes  and  then  immediately  rallied, 
and  fought  during  the  day;  but  unless  they  hasten 
to  retrieve  their  reputations,  disgrace  must  forever 
hang  around  the  names  of  those  who  refused  to  re- 
turn,  and  I regret  to  say  there  were  a few  of  those 
from  nearly  every  volunteer  corps  engaged. 

In  a battle  so  fierce  and  protracted  as  this,  where 
there  were  so  many  exhibitions  of  coolness  and  bra- 
very, it  is  a delicate  and  difficult  task  to  particularize. 
But  justice  conrpelsme  to  mention  Col.  Davis  and 
his  regiment  of  Mississippians,  who  so  nobly  and  so 
bravely  came  to  the  rescue  at  llic  proper  time  to  save 
the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

Col.  J.  H.  Lane  and  the  3d  regiment  of  my  com- 
mand were  ordered  into  the  action  soon  after  Col. 
Davis;  and  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by 
both  the  officers  and  men  of  that  regiment  have  rarely 
been  equalled — never  surpassed — by  any  troops  at 
any  time.  They  have  done  infinite  honor  to  the 
stale  and  nation  that  gave  them  birth.  Lieutenant 
Col.  Hadden,  of  the  2 1 regiment  of  my  brigade,  aid- 
ed me  in  rallying  his  regiment  after  they  retired;  and 
he  in  person  succeeded  in  marching  a parly  of  them 
back  towards  the  enemy,  with  whom  he  immediately 
became  engaged,  and  fortunately  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable loss.  In  another  part  of  the  field  he  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  an  officer  of  the  enemy  with  his  own 
hand,  by  sending  a rifle  ball  through  him  at  a great 
distance. 

I was  also  much  indebted  to  Maj.  Mooney,  quarter 
master;  Major  Dix,  paymaster:  the  gallant  and  la- 
mented Capt.  Lincoln,  of  Gen.  Wool’s  stall';  and  to 
Lieut.  Robinson,  for  their  assistance  in  rallying  the 
forces  after  they  had  retired  from  their  position. — 
They  all  behaved  nobly,  and  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  country  for  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  which 
they  displayed  on  that  trying  occasion.  The  latter 
acting  as  my  aid  de  camp  during  the  entire  day — is 
entitled  to  particular  attention  for  the  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  he  executed  my  orders.  Lieutenant 
O’Brien — who  commanded  the  battery  of  light  ar- 
tillery on  my  right — is  deserving  of  particular  praise 
for  his  courage  and  self-possession  throughout  the 
day,  moving  and  discharging  his  battery  with  all  the 
coolness  and  precision  of  a day  of  ordinary  parade. 
Major  Mooney,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Morrison, 
commissary,  attached  to  my  brigade,  although  not 
belonging  to  the  line  of  the  army,  nor  expected  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  battle,  are  entitled  to  great 
honor  for  their  bravery  and  coolness  in  promptly  ral- 
lying the  scattered  forces  at  the  rancho,  who  assisted, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Morrison,  in  resisting 
the  desperate  charge  of  the  lancers  made  upon  the 
Arkansas  and  Kentucky  cavalry,  as,  by  this  repulse, 
the  whole  baggage  train  of  the  army  was  saved  from 
destruction.  'I'his  important  duty  they  discharged, 
in  addition  to  those  which  strictly  appertained  to 
their  respertive  departments.  A statement  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  has  already  been  submitted, 
which  need  not  be  recapitulated  here.  Although 
censure  does  justly  alt.ich  to  a few  who  proved  re- 
creant to  their  duty  on  that  day,  yet  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  veteran  troops,  either  of  this  or  any 
other  country,  could  nut  have  fought  and  won  the 
battle  better  than  those  engaged,  ll  is  a victory 
vt  ilhout  a parallel  in  this  or  any  other  war  on  this 
continent;  and  the  men  and  oflicers  who  did  their 
duly  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  deserve  to  have 
their  names  inscribed  on  the  brightest  pages  of  their 
country’s  history.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOSEPH  LANE, 

Brig.  Gen.  comd'g.  3d  brigade. 

To  Brigadier  General  If'ool,  U.  S.  army, 

‘army  of  the  north.” 

Santa  Fe. — The  St.  Louii  Republican  of  the  28th 
ultimo  says: 

“About  a dozen  volunteers,  discharged  from  ser- 
vice in  Col.  Price’s  regiment  at  Santa  Fe,  on  account 
of  ill-health,  arrived  in  the  city  yesterday  on  the 
John  J.  Hardin.  They  left  Santa  Fe  in  detached 
parlies — the  latest  on  the  2Ist  of  April,  and  reached 
Independence  on  Sunday  last.  They  brought  a mail 
with  them;  but  as  it  was  deposited  in  the  post  office 
at  Independence,  our  letters  have  not  yet  leached 
us. 

We  learn,  generally,  from  these  volunteers  that 
everything  was  in  a tranquil  state  when  they  left 
Santa  Fe.  'The  natives  ol  the  country  were  depriv- 
ed of  the  means  of  doing  mischief,  even  if  they  were 
so  disposed,  having  no  arms  upon  which  they  could 
rely  and  no  ammunition.  The  courts  for  the  trials 
of  the  rebels  had  closed  both  at  Taos  and  Santa  Fe, 
and  the  sanguinary  executions,  which  had  taken 
place  un  er  llieir  adjudication,  were  at  end.  The 
old  man  at  Santa  f e,  umn.i  sentence  ol  death  for 
the  part  which  he  had  played  in  me  drama  of  rebel- 
lion, was  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  president  of 
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the  United  Slates  in  his  case — on  a representation 
of  all  the  facts,  as  contained  in  papers  which  passed 
through  this  place  some  weeks  since. 

Colonel  Price  was  in  command  at  Santa  Fe,  which 
has  proved  the  graveyard  for  many  young  and  gal- 
lant men.  Our  informant  states,  that  nearly  four 
hundred  persons  were  buried  there,  and  in  the  com- 
pany commanded  by  Captain  Horine,  of  St.  Gene 
vieve,  eleven  deaths  had  taken  place.  Thirteen 
others  were  discharged  from  the  same  company,  on 
account  of  ill-health.  One  hundred  had  been  dis- 
charged from  Colonel  Price’s  regiment,  on  the  same 
account. 

No  intelligence  of  a late  date  had  been  received 
from  Chihuahua — nothing  so  late  as  we  have  bj  the 
Mexican  papers.  The  extra  battalion,  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Willock,  and  two  companies  com- 
manded by  Captains  Murphy  and  Angney,  were  all 
stationed  at  Taos. 

In  coming  in,  these  parties  met  great  numbers  of 
Indians,  whose  principal  object  seemed  to  be  the 
stealing  of  mules  and  horses.  On  the  12th  instant, 
they  were  attacked  at  Pawnee  fork,  by  about  one 
bundled  Canianche  and  Arrapahoe  Indians,  and  in 
the  fight  one  Indian,  the  leader  of  the  band,  was  kill- 
ed, and  several  wounded — one  or  two  of  the  Ameri- 
cans were  slightly  v.ounded.  The  Indians  succeed- 
ed in  driving  otf  one  hundred  and  five  head  of  horses 
and  mules,  principally  the  property  of  a party  of 
Mexican  traders,  travelling  in  company.  The  party, 
on  their  arrivaTat  Independence,  numbered  sixty 
five  men,  with  eighteen  wagons,  and  ^65,000  in  spe- 
cie, belonging  to  Mexican  traders. 

The  winter  at  Santa  Fe  had  been  excessively  se- 
vere, and  of  great  duration.  A man  by  the  name  of 
Hicks  was  killed  at  a fandango  in  Santa  Fe,  shortly 
before  the  last  of  the  company  left. 

Of  the  number  of  volunteers  at  Santa  Fe,  very  few 
will  enroll  themselves  for  a new  term  of  service.” 

The  St.  Louis  J^ew  Era  of  the  same  dale  says: 

“A  parly  of  Mexican  traders  arrived  this  morning 
from  Santa  Fe,  bringing  with  them  $65  000  in  spe- 
cie. They  contemplate  going  east  to  purchase  goods. 
Another  party  are  on  their  way  in,  and  bring  with 
them  also  a large  amount  of  money.” 

We  are  delighted  to  learn  by  the  latest  dates  from 
Saltillo, |tbat  the  American  Xenophon,  Col.  Doniphan 
had  been  heard  from.  After  returning  to  Crnhua- 
hua,  as  was  mentioned  in  our  last,  he  had  resumed  his 
march  towards  Saltillo-  He  had  reached  Parras, 
and  was  expected  at  Saltillo  in  a day  or  two,  escort- 
ed by  Capt.  Pike,  whose  company  of  Arkansas  ca- 
valry had  been  despatched  for  the  purpose  by  Gen. 
Wool.  A letter  to  Gen.  Cushing  from  Monterey, 
states  that  Col.  Doniphan  was  expected  down  the 
river  shortly  with  hiscommand.  Massena’s  masiei- 
ly  movement  with  the  French  army  when  surround- 
ed by  the  Russian  Su«  arrow,  has  been  fairly  match- 
ed by  our  intrepid  western  volunteers. 


NEW  YORK  ANNIVERSARIES. 

The  stirring  details  of  the  Mexican  campaign  have 
postponed  the  usual  notices  of  the  benevolence  and 
jeligious  anniversaries  which  occur  at  New  Yoik 
during  the  month  of  May.  Their  statistics  and  a 
summary  of  those  interesting  proceedings  at  least 
should  be  registered. 

The  receipts  as  reported,  were  as  follows:  (These 
probably  do  not  comprise  all  the  societies  that  as 
serabled — ) 

Board  of  Missions — Presbyterian  Ckurch  $95,628 

American  and  Foreign  Bible  society  31,739 

Seamens  Friend  society  17,515 

American  anti-slavery  society  8,797 

Ameri"an  Foreign  anti  slavery  society  12,636 

New  York  Colonization  society  5,813 

Foreign  Evangelic  society  14,820 

American  Baptist  Home  Missionary 

society  .10,000 

Female  Moral  Reform  society  6,093 

American  Tract  society  160,130 

American  Home  Missionary  society  119,443 

American  Bible  society  210,336 

Society  for  the  relief  of  the  Jews  6,690 

American  Temperance  Union  1,522 

American  Protestant  society-  Union  19  709 

American  Baptist  Bible  society  31,739 

New  York  City  Bible  society  1,627 

The  American  Bible  Society  held  its  31st  anni- 
versary in  the  Tabernacle,  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  (the 
President)  in  the  chair.  The  president  read  his 
address,  as  follows: 

“There  has  been  no  age  of  the  world  when  the 

influence  of  the  bible  was  more  needed  than  the  pre- 
sent, as  the  standard  of  sound  principles. 

It  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  ardent,  overstrained 
activity  which  uiges  forward  the  thousand  useful 
enterprise  of  modern  improvement,  has  not  left  un- 
dislurbtd  the  foundations  of  truth  and  of  social  and 


public  order.  Everything  is  now  questioned,  and  by 
every  body.  The  good  old  ways  that  man  never 
mended,  are  disputed  and  di-'pised,  and  enew  schemes 
of  association  are  put  forth  with  a presumptuous  con- 
fidence, which,  if  successful,  would  undermine  all 
that  is  sacred  in  principle  and  sound  in  morals.  New 
rules  of  duty  and  property  are  seriously  discussed 
and  seriously  maintained,  alike  repugnant  to  the  dic- 
tates of  enlightened  conscience  and  hostile  to  the 
lasting  welfare  of  society.  From  all  this  agitation 
that  unsettles  the  public  mind,  we  turn,  as  our  best 
and  last  hope,  to  the  God  of  the  bible  and  the  word 
of  His  truth.  We  rejoice  to  know  that  here  are  liv- 
ing  principles,  giving  and  preserving  life  in  all  the 
institutions  of  men,  and  among  all  the  ranks  of  exal- 
ted intelligences. 

The  men  who  first  colonized  this  western  world 
deemed  it  lo  be  a most  valuable  privilege  that  they 
could  bring  them  the  common  law  of  their  ov/n  coun- 
try, and  laid  it  here  as  the  great  basis  of  our  civil 
and  political  institutions.  And  with  the  blessing  of 
God  and  the  vigor  of  its  principles,  our  country  has 
grown  lo  its  high  place  among  the  nations. 

What,  then,  may  we  not  hope  for,  under  the  hal- 
lowed and  life  giving  energies  of  the  divine  laws, 
spreading  their  influence  among  all  the  relations  and 
responsibilities  of  human  existence.  Laws  which 
meet  man  as  an  individual,  a citizen  and  a Christian; 
as  a ruler,  a statesman  and  a friend.  The  laws  of 
purity,  peace  and  piety — and  the  bead  spring  of  all 
true  liberty,  the  freedom  that  bows  to  laws,  and  re- 
verses the  institutions  of  Heaven  ordained  to  main- 
tain it. 

The  Bible  is  the  great  book  of  duty  and  right, 
adapted  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  man  in  all  the 
variety  of  his  relations.  He  who  fears  God  and 
honors  the  government  has  within  him  the  elements 
of  a good  citizen,  go  where  he  may — his  patriotism 
is  subordinate  to  his  piety — and  his  rights  are  sub- 
servient to  his  duties — and  the  fever  of  discontent 
and  the  love  of  change  will  find  here  the  only  influ- 
ence that  can  happily  restrain  and  control  them.  It 
is  full  of  encouragement  lo  perceive  that,  as  the 
increasing  iriilions  open  the  forest  and  occupy  the 
vast  solitudes  of  the  west,  the  Bible,  the  Tract  and 
the  missionary  are  all  set  in  motion  and  meet  a wel- 
come ill  every  hamlet  and  habitation — and  although 
the  supplies  fall  short  of  the  demand,  yet  let  us  bless 
God  that  the  want  is  fell,  and  ttie  cry  for  help  is 
heard.  No  sound  is  more  entering  to  the  Christian 
phildiithropist,  unless  it  be  the  report  of  the  glorified 
course  of  the  word  ol  God,  as  iis  triumphs  multiply 
on  the  land. 

This  sacred  volume  it  is  our  honored  privilege  to 
print  and  publish,  that  its  message  of  mercy  may 
reach  the  utmost  boundaries  of  ignorance  and  sin. 

May  God  grant  it  prosperit) , and  bring  the  nations 
of  our  fellow  men  into  willing  subjection  to  its 
power.” 

Finances.  By  the  treasurer’s  report  showed  the 
receipts  of  the  year  to  have  been  $2u5,068,  being  an 
advance  of  $7,760,25  over  those  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  number  of  new  auxilliary  societies  recognised 
the  past  year  is  one  tiundred  and  ten,  and  in  nineteen 
diS'erent  slates  and  territories. 

'1  be  number  of  life  directors  and  life  members  is 
six  hundred  and  forty  eight. 

The  number  of  bibles  and  testaments  printed  671,- 
500,  in  English,  German,  and  French,  besides  4,160 
imported  in  other  loreign  tongues. 

'I'he  distributions  of  the  year  have  been  626,878 
copies,  an  aggregate  since  the  formation  of  the  society 
ol  5,124,143.  These  books  have  been  scattered  the 
past  year  Irom  the  most  eastern  counties  of  Maine 
to  the  most  western  of  Missouri  and  Texas,  and 
Irom  Florida  in  the  south  to  the  new  territory  of 
Minesota  in  the  northwest,  with  scarcely  an  inter- 
vening county  which  has  not  received  a portion.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  increase  in  the  issues  of 
bvoks  is  much  greater  than  that  of  the  increase  of 
funds.  There  is  consequently  a considerable  sum 
now  due  for  paper. 

Besides  tile  home  distributiou  of  books,  and  the 
large  grants  lor  the  army  and  for  seamen,  others 
liave  been  sent  the  past  year  to  three  of  the  West 
India  Islands,  to  Maracaioo,  to  Eastern  Mexico,  lo 
California,  to  Honduras,  to  Brazil,  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
to  Ctiiii,  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  Gibraltar,  to 
Bremerhaveri  in  Germany,  to  Western  Africa,  and 
lo  India,  the  latter  for  the  use  of  the  natives  who 
are  learning  the  English  language. 

in  addition  to  these  grants  of  books  already  printed, 
grants  of  money  have  been  made  to  publish  other 
copies  abroad,  in  France,  Switzerland,  Russia,  at 
Smyrna  and  Constantinople,  at  Oroomiah,  in  Persia, 
at  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Lodiana,  in  India,  making 
a total  of  $18,0UU  to  aid  in  tiie  circulation  of  the  ne  w 
version  about  to  be  issued  in  Ctiina,  and  nearly  the 
same  amount  towards  publishing  the  Hebrew  Span- 


ish, the  Hebrew  German,  and  Modern  Armeniao 
scriptures  in  the  Levant. 

Pr  esbyle.rian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. — The  meeU 
ing,  held  on  Sunday  evening  of  this  board  in  the 
Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  was  attended  by  a large 
audience.  After  devotional  services,  cohducted  by 
Drs.  McElroy  and  McCarlee,  an  abstract  of  the 
annual  report  was  presented,  and  addresses  were 

made  by  the  Rev.  Me.ssrs.  Jamieson  and  Wilson 

At  the  end  of  a deeply  interesting  meeting,  the  ben- 
ediction was  pronounced  by  the, Rev.  Mr  Ph  Ilipi. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  an- 
nual report.  [W*  ¥.  Express. 

Receipts — $95  628.  Expenditures — $95,458,36. 

Publications — The  Msssionary  Ctironicle  8080  co- 
pies: The  foreign  missionary,  12,580  copies;  annual 
report  of  1846,  3500  copies:  Letters  to  children,  7000 
copies;  Address  before  the  Synod  of  New  York, 
2000  copies. 

JVeu)  Missionaries. — Ten  ministers,  two  licentiaU 
preachers,  one  of  whom  is  a physician,  a teacher,  a 
steward,  a carpenter,  and  ten  lemales,  wives  of  the 
missionaries,  have  been  sent  to  diflerent  fields  of  la- 
bor during  the  last  year. 

Missions. — Among  the  Chippewa.  Iowa,  Omahaw, 
Choctaw  and  Creek  Indians,  six  ministers,  five  teach- 
ers, one  farmer,  one  mechanic,  one  steward,  one 
carpenter;  boarding  schools  among  the  lowas.  Choc- 
taws, and  Creeks,  with  140  scholars;  day  scholars, 
about  90;  church  members  24.  In  Western  Africa, 
two  ministers,  one  teacher,  and  one  native  assistant 
at  three  stations  among  the  Kroo  people;  two  minis- 
ters at  Monrovia;  church  at  Monrovia;  schools  at  the 
Kroo  stations.  In  North  India,  three  missions — the 
Lodiana,  Allahabad,  and  Furrukhabad,  with  seven 
stations;  nineteen  American  and  two  native  minis- 
ters, two  licentiate  preachers,  twelve  assistants 
reported,  besides  others  not  enumerated;  two  printing 
establishments,  from  which  over  thirteen  millions  of 
pages  were  issued  in  four  languages:  schools  at  most 
of  the  stations  with  1000  scholars,  of  whom  145  are 
supported  by  the  missions,  and  about  300  are  in 
schools  of  a high  grade;  churches  at  four  stations, 
into  three  of  wiiich  converts  were  rtceivt-d  during 
the  year.  In  Siam,  one  minister,  and  one  licentiate 
preacher,  who  is  also  a physician.  In  China,  the 
Canton,  Amoy,  and,  Ningpo,  with  as  many  siaiions, 
ten  ministers,  one  physici.in,  one  printer,  two  board- 
ing schools  with  about  60  pupils;  printing  press  at 
Ningpo,  with  metallic  types  from  which  1.210,000 
pages  were  issued,  two  converts  admitted  to  the 
church.  For  the  Jews,  one  minister,  at  present  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  In  Papal  Europe,  through 
the  agency  of  the  evangelical  societies  of  France  and 
Geneva,  moneys  remitted  for  the  support  of  evange- 
lists and  colporteurs. 

Summary — Missions,  16  in  six  fields  of  labor; — 
stations  21;  ordained  ministers,  42;  licentiate  preach- 
ers, 3;  physicians,  2;  teachers,  printers,  &c.,  11; — 
making  with  their  wives,  100  persons,  exclusive  of 
native  laborers  not  ordained,  schools'al  most  of  the 
stations;  churches  in  most  of  the  missions;  the  sta- 
tistics of  European  missions  not  included. 

The  American  Temperance  Union  held  its  11th 
anniversary  in  the  Tabernacle  on  Thursday  evening; 
Anson  G.  Phelps  presiding.  An  abstract  of  the  report 
of  the  executive  committee  was  presented  by  Rev. 
John  Marsh,  corresponding  secretary.  The  report 
gave  a brief  account  of  the  world’s  temperance  con- 
vention, and  alluded  to  the  progress  of  the  temper- 
ance cause  in  the  country:  There  is  not  any  liquor 
sold  on  any  of  the  railroads  running  out  of  Boston, 
and  one  of  the  roads  had  resolved  not  to  carry  any 
intoxicating  liquors.  Among  seamen  and  in  the 
array  and  navy  abstinence  from  liquor  has  increased. 
In  Sweden  and  Germany  great  progress  has  been 
made,  and  in  the  former  kingdom  500  distilleries 
have  been  closed.  In  India  there  is  much  prosper- 
ous temperance  action.  The  report  acknowledges 
donations  of  $1 ,522. 

Speeches  were  made  by  Dr.  Hewitt,  Rev.  Mr. 
Scudder,  Dr.  Todd,  and  H.  G.  Ludlow. 

The  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb 
held  its  annual  exhibition  at  the  Tabernacle  yester- 
day afternoon.  A full  audience  expressed  much 
delight  with  the  performances  of  the  pupils.  Mr. 
Peel  the  president,  stated  that  208  pupils  were  now 
formed  into  10  classes:  of  these  7 are  from  New 
Jersey.  The  examinations  were  conducted  by 
Professor  Carey  and  Van  Noslrarid  and  the  president. 
It  was  a most  interesting  occasion. 

The  A.  B.  C.  for  Foreign  Missions,  had  its  usual 
annual  meeting  at  the  Tabernacle  on  Friday  morn- 
ing — Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  piesdent,  being  in  the 
cliair.  After  the  customary  invocation,  by  Dr.  Rohl- 
man,  one  of  the  secretaries,  Dr.  Anderson,  read  a 
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brief  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  board.  The 
statement  alluded  to  the  mournful  event  of  the  de- 
cease of  Dr.  Armstrong,  in  a touching  and  appro- 
priate manner,  and  continued: 

VVe  have  heard  during  the  year  of  the  separation 
of  the  evangelical  Americans  from  their  national 
church,  and  their  re-organization,  and  of  a remarka- 
ble outpouring  of  the  spirit  among  the  Nestorians,  in 
which  the  doctrine  of  faith,  it  was  believed,  was 
permanently  restored  among  the  people.  There 
was  a movement  in  Syria  which  will  result  in  a 
breaking  up  of  the  present  state  of  things. 

In  the  Sandwich  Islands  there  were  admitted  to 
the  church  1800  souls.  In  China  the  field  is  open- 
ing as  fast  as  missionaries  can  be  sent  out.  A third 
mission  has  been  commenced  at  Fou  Chou,  the  port 
north  of  Amoy,  in  ihe  midst  of  fourteen  millions  of 
people:  Several  new  missionaries  have  been  sent 

out  and  six  have  returned.  The  operations  of  the 
board  have  been  inci  eased,  while  the  receipts  have 
been  diminished  $70,000,  and  deducting  the  extraor- 
dinary legacy  of  $40,000  it  would  make  $30,000  less. 
There  are  twenty  missionaries  now  ready  to  be  sent 
out  before  the  coming  winter,  but  the  treasury  is 
empty. 

Speeches  were  made  by  Dr.  Verrailye  (who  also 
feelingly  referred  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Armstrong,) 
Mr.  Missionary  Ward  from  India,  Rev.  Mr.  Coiidit, 
of  this  city,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Beecher  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Beecher's  Speech  appears  to  have  awakened 
so  r.ewhat  more  than  ordinary  attention.  “Impas- 
sioned eloquence”  is  among  the  usually  hasty  phrases 
' used  to  characierize  it — a phrase  which,  if  tradition 
can  be  trusted,  may  possibly  have  been  strictly  ap- 
plicable in  our  history  to  Patrick  Henry,  though 
there  remain  we  believe  no  recorded  specimens  of 
his  effective  outbursts  of  sentiment  and  feeling.  The 
reports  of  the  speech  of  the  young  gentleman  from 
the  west  are  certainly  briskfully  informed  with  the 
. prevailing  notions  ol  the  hopeful  classes  who  see  in 
the  commotions  of  society  in  our  day  indications  of 
the  promised  “better  time  coining,”  expressed  and 
illustrated  in  forms  of  speech  not  altogether  common 
on  the  anniversary  platform  and  sound  truths  are 
enforced  with  a good  degree  of  earnestness. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 
1 SOCIETY. 

E.  Corderoy,  Esq.,  of  London,  Delegate  fro.n  Brit- 
ish and  Foreign  bible  society,  who  after  a few  intro- 
ductory remarks,  proceeded  lo  state  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  operations  of  the  British  and  foreign 
bible  society.  In  the  year  1804  there  was  not  a 
bible  society  in  the  world;  now  said  he,  by  your  aid 
and  ours  more  than  9000  are  in  successful  operation. 
In  1804,  it  was  believed  that  there  were  not  more 
than  four  millions  copies  of  Ihe  scriptures  in  exis- 
tence, and  ol  those  at  least  one  half  were  in  the 
English  language.  Since  then  thirty  millions  have 
been  put  in  circulation.  Then  it  existed  in  only 
1 forty  eight  or  forty  nine  languages,  now  it  is  printed 
I ID  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  different  dialects. — 
Then  it  w as  accessible  to  only  200  millions  of  the 
human  race,  now  it  is  in  the  language  7600  millions. 

The  British  Society  has  cirnulateil  during  the 
year,  l,419,2'i3  copies  of  the  sacred  word;  its  receipts 
have  reached  ^117,440  9s  3d.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable  in  consideralioii  ol  the  famine  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland. 

The  distribution  in  France  to  which  we  look  with 
peculiar  interest  has  reached  128,133  copies  annually, 
I axclusire  of  all  that  is  done  by  the  French  bible 
•ociely,  and  other  societies.  Who  that  can  remem- 
ber the  times  when  God’s  holy  book  was  lied  to  the 
^ tail  of  an  ass  and  drawn  contemptuously  through  the 
Itreeta  of  one  of  the  large  cities  of  that  kingdom  but 
Dust  give  thanks  to  God  that  millions  of  copies  are 
^ freely  distributed  there  and  gratefully  received. 

Id  Belgium  and  Holland  54,000  copies  had  been 
circulated,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  puts  the  bible 
t into  the  knapsacks  of  all  his  soldiers. 

1 There  are  two  classes  of  applicants  lo  which  the 
^ British  bible  society  never  refuse  the  bible.  Tiicy 

1 never  turned  away  anlrisbinun,  or  a missionary — at 
Ibis  point  the  speaker  look  occasion  lo  thank  the 
Americans  for  their  liberality  lo  the  famishing  Irish. 
It  was  a noble  sight  to  see  the  Jamestown  with  the 
L Stars  and  stripes  Boating  gracefully  at  her  mast  head, 
laden  with  bread  loi  the  laniishmg,  enter  the  habor. 
The  gift  came  at  a most  fortunate  moment.  April  was 
I expected  to  be  the  hardest  month  of  the  famine,  but 
the  arrival  ol  the  Jamestown  checked  the  famine,  and 
gave  a brighter  aspect  to  affairs  ever  since.  It  was 
• liberality  worthy  ol  Americans,  and  from  my  own 
1 heart  and  for  my  own  land  I itiarik  them. 

In  conclusion,  said  Mr.  C.,  let  me  say  1 believe 
t pour  land  an  J mine  are  set  as  witnesses  for  the  truth. 

If  they  maintain  their  high  position,  it  will  not  be 
I oaeaute  their  statesmen  are  wise,  their  philosophers 


learned,  their  sons  brave  and  their  daughters  virtu- 
ous, hut  because  the  people  are  bible  readers  and 
bible  hearers.  Tlie  word  of  God  is  a rampart  that 
no  foe  can  scail,  no  enemy  cast  down. 

Mr.  C.  was  followed  by  Hon.  Emory  Washburn, 
who  moved  the  resolution.  That  the  general  dUFu- 
sion  of  the  Holy  scriptures  as  an  efficient  measure  of 
domestic  police  in  a republic  deserves  the  counte- 
nance and  support  of  every  friend  of  our  institu- 
tions. 

It  is,  remarked  the  Hon  gentleman,  the  infallible 
tendency  of  the  bible  to  reform  and  elevate  man  and 
every  system  of  government;  but  the  dependence  of 
the  people  in  a free  country  upon  the  bible,  has 
never  been  truly  appreciated.  In  a country  like  ours- 
whereallllie  rulers  come  from  the  people,  some- 
thing more  is  needed  lo  give  security  to  life  and 
property  than  civil  officers.  The  government  can- 
uot  stand  against  a popular  outbreak  if  it  must  rely 
upon  its  own  inherent  physical  power.  Let  the 
experiment  be  tried  in  this  city.  It  will  not  be  long 
before  some  new  theory  in  its  politics  or  morals 
shall  convulse  the  entire  community.  O ir  lives  and 
our  property  are  now  protected.  The  government 
watches  over  us  night  and  day.  It  guards  the  beg- 
gar on  his  tired  pillow  and  the  inmate  of  the  palace, 
yet  it  is  scarcely  seen.  The  power  that  regulaies 
this  vast  complicated  machine,  is  not  inherent  in  the 
government,  nor  does  it  lie  iii  the  constitutioi.;  it  is 
found  in  the  moral  power  the  bible  exerts  upon  the 
minds  of  our  people. 

The  police  of  Austria  makes  every  man  a spy  over 
his  neighbor  to  betray  him  lo  the  government  for  liis 
ruin.  The  police  we  advocate  sets  man  as  a watch 
over  himself,  lo  reform  and  elevate  him.  In  order 
that  a police  may  be  effective,  the  element  niust  be 
widely  diffused.  I do  nut  say  that  a man,  lo  be  a 
good  citizen,  must  be  a regenerated  man;  but  be 
must  have  at  least  such  a respect  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bible  as  to  ba  controlled  by  them. — 
We  may  keep  a famishing  man  alive  by  doling  out 
to  him  food;  but  in  order  lo  healthy  action  we  must 
give  him  the  food  his  nature  demands.  So  it  is  in 
regard  lo  communities.  There  has  been  no  period 
in  our  country  when  it  so  much  needed  the  bible. — 
There  is  an  eagerness  in  many  minds  to  shake  off 
respect  for  established  institutions  and  truths,  and 
a readiness  lo  embrace  erroneous  and  dangerous  the- 
ories in  politics  and  morals.  In  the  midst  of  such 
things  we  look  lo  the  bible  as  our  only  hope.  O.hers 
may  urge  the  claims  of  this  society  from  higher 
motive,  but  I do  it  from  the  aid  it  affords  to  our  gov 
ernment,  and  the  high  sanction  it  gives  to  the  laws 
of  the  land. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Andrews  made  the  closing  speech  in 
advocacy  of  the  resolution — 

That  the  bible  should  be  precious  to  us,  not  only 
for  what  it  reveals  in  relation  to  present  duties,  but 
for  the  light  it  pours  on  the  distant  past  and  the  fu- 
ture, where  human  learning  fails  to  instruct. 

THE  AMERICAN  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty  first  anniversary  was  held  at  the 
Broadway  Tabernacle.  Abstract  of  the  report  of 
the  executive  committee. 

Three  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  society — John 
D.  Kreese,  Orin  Day,  and  James  Roosevelt,  Esqs. 
and  two  of  its  directors — Rev.  W iiliam  J.  Armstrong 
D.  D , and  Rev.  Wayne  Gridley,  have  died  witliui 
the  year. 

The  society  has  had  in  its  service,  the  past  year, 
972  ministers  of  the  gospel,  in  twenty  six  different 
states  and  territories,  including  two  who  are  about 
lo  proceed  to  Oregon.  The  number  of  congregations 
supplied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  is  1,470. 

A change  having  been  made  in  the  time  of  closing 
the  missionary  year,  the  returns  for  this  year  cover 
only  eleven  months.  In  this  period,  the  missionaries 
have  performed  an  aggregate  of  713  years’  labor. 

Owing  to  severe  pecuniary  embarrassment  during 
a large  portion  of  the  year,  the  executive  committee 
have  been  hindered  from  undertaking  most  of  the 
enlargement  that  was  proposed  a year  ago.  Thirty 
two  uuw  missionaries  have  been  appointed  in  the 
western  Slates.  Many  new  Sabbalb  schools  have 
been  formed — number  of  pupils  73,0l)l).  Temper- 
ance subscribers,  97,090.  Less  reliance  is  had  on 
the  pledge,  and  greater  attention  given  to  the  diffu- 
sion of  correct  principle.^  on  the  subject  of  temper- 
ance. 

There  have  been  added  lo  the  churches, during  the 
last  year,  on  professions.  1,970— by  letter  1,420 — in 
all  4,400. 

li  is  the  greater  design  of  the  society  to  secure 
permanent  good,  rather  than  temporary  success. — 
This  policy  is  seen  in  Uie  pains  taken  to  imparl  doc- 
trinal instruction,  and  in  the  prominent  activity  of 
missionaries  in  Sabbatli  schools,  in  circulating  the 
scriptures  and  tracts;  and  in  their  labors  for  lemper- 
auce,  and  io  the  cause  of  the  Sabbath.  It  is  seen, 


also,  in  the  commendable  efforts  of  the  churches  lo 
provide  houses  for  the  worship  of  God.  No  less 
than  120  sanctuaries  have  been  reported  as  finished, 
or  in  progress  during  the  year.  Tiiere  is  evidence, 
also,  of  better  attention  to  discipli  e,  and  a higher 
standard  of  Christian  morals. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  demand- 
ed for  specific  fields,  nearly  100  additional  mission- 
aries. For  want  of  the  necessary  funds,  only  about 
one  third  of  this  increase  has  been  attempted.  Mean- 
while, the  emergencies  of  this  work  have  become 
more  pressing.  Foreign  imjnigralion  is  infusing 
into  the  very  liie  blood  of  our  social  existence  strange 
ami  ungenial  elements.  The  ad.nission  of  Texas  into 
the  Union,  added  one  hundreih  part  of  all  the  land 
ol  llie  globe  lo  our  home  missionaries  field . Must 
the  society  be  debarred  by  the  want  of  means, 
from  making  a proportional  advance  in  the  great 
work  which  is  thus  devolved  on  the  American 
Churches.? 

From  the  treasurer’s  report  we  gather  the  follow- 
ing tacts. 

Balance  in  the  treasury,  April  15th,  1846,  $2,735 
25.  Receipts  to  April  1st  1847,  $116,317  94,  making 
llie  resources  of  the  eleven  and  a half  months,  $119,- 
453  19. 

Amount  due  to  missionaries,  at  the  date  of  the 
last  report  $12,865  37.  There  has  since  become  due 
llie  further  Si. in  of  $120,083  83,  making  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  year,  $132,899  20. 

Of  this  sum,  $116,170  40  have  been  paid.  There 
is  still  due  to  missionaries  for  labor  performe.l. — 
$13,720  80.  The  whole  amount  pledged  for  the 
coming  year,  is  $57,275  04;  and  towards  cancelling 
this,  the  balance  in  the  treasury  is  only  $282  79. 

The  Americ.\n  Baptist  Bible  Society  held  its 
anniversary  on  I'uesday  forenoon.  Its  annual  re- 
ceipts were  $31,739  94;  a large  portion  of  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  bible  distribution,  in  various 
languages  of  foreign  countries. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  among  other  inter- 
esting sjieakcrs,  the  Rev.  E.  Lalhrop,  of  New  York, 
said,  as  reported  in  the  Com  uercial: 

“ The  world,  as  far  as  the  bible  is  withheld  from  it, 

must  suffer  in  this  life  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

The  great  question  is:— What  do  the  signs  of  the  times 
require  of  us.?  An  enlarge  nent  of  our  efforts  and 
operations.  The  society  has  done  a great  work  in 
translating  the  bible  into  Asiatic  tongues.  Cnina 
stretches  out  her  arms  and  affords  a field  large 

enough  to  occupy  the  whole  Cnristian  world. 

This  country  would  seem  lo  require  all  our  united 
eff’orls. 

But  not  so.  There  are  “outside  barbarians”  who 
demand  attention.  The  south  of  Europe  affords  an 

iiiviling  field.  The  spirit  of  revolution  is  abroad 

not  to  overthrow  one  dynasty  for  the  erection  of 
another,  but  it  is  the  conflict  of  one  form  of  opinion 
with  another. 

The  idea  that  liberty  is  the  birth-right  of  men  is 
prevalent,  and  this  will  lead  to  a demand  lor  the  bi- 
ble which  all  the  bible  societies  ol  Europe  cannot 
supply.  This  sentiment,  if  rightly  directed,  will 
workout  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  freedom  of  the 
nations. 

The  efforts  of  this  society  in  Europe  have  been 
mostly  confined  lo  Germany.  Yet  the  land  of  the 
Reformation  offers  obstacles  nearly  as  great  as  any 
other.  The  history  of  the  revival  of  Christianity 
makes  way  for  the  distribution  of  the  bible the  ex- 

cellent version  of  Luther.  Forty  churches  have  been 
established  there  by  our  mission  society,  on  an  apos- 
tolic basis.  The  old  and  the  young  are  engao-ed  in 
distributing  the  gospel.  ° 

They  enter  Poland,  and  from  the  Baltic  to  Swit- 
zerland—from  the  Rhine  to  the  Vistula — the  disci- 
ples of  Germany  are  hearing  the  gospel;  and  here  is 
an  opportunity  to  distribute  the  word  of  God  to  50  - 
000  who  speak  the  German  language. 

Italy  is  an  important  field.  The  Italians  are  not 
completely  uuder  the  authority  of  the  Pope.  They 
burn  lor  liberty.  He  bad  been  assured  that  so  great 
was  the  demaml  for  the  bible  in  that  country,  that  the 
booksellers,  for  the  sake  of  the  great  profit,  would 
undertake  lo  sell  the  bible  at  the  risk  of  confiscation 
and  punishment. 

He  had  seen  a letter  wherein  the  assurance  is  gi- 
ven lliat  many  of  tiie  Italians  consider  their  cause  as 
identified  wilii  the  bible.  No  wonder  that  the  late 
pope,  in  his  famous  letter  of  1844,  warned  the  faith- 
lul  against  bible  societies.  1 he  Italians  love  liberty 
more  than  they  do  the  pope. 

The  access  lo  Italy  is  easy.  There  are  8,000  Ita- 
lians, inhabiting  free  territory , and  3000  in  Europe, 
through  whom  the  bible  can  be  introduced.  Yet 
this  society  has  no  missionary  in  Italy.  A transla- 
tion is  soon  to  be  ready  for  Franca  and  Hayli,  which 
by  her  new  constilutiot.,  permiU  « free  circulation  of 
the  scriptures 
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The  speaker  gave  an  account  of  the  demand  for 
bibles  in  Spain,  and  of  ihe  distribulion  of  1,500  of 
them  at  Madrid.  O’he  translation  of  the  bible  for  the 
population  of  our  own  continent  is  assuming  a great 
importance.  I',  is  sought  for  in  South  America. — 
Mexico  offers  a new  field.  The  bible  will  elevate 
the  people,  wherever  it  is  .-nj  lyed.” 

The  American  Tract  Societv  22d  anniversary. 
The  annual  report  states  that  the  labors  of  the  so- 
ciety have  been  more  extended  than  in  any  previous 
year. 

Puhlishing  Dfpnr/metiJ.— Forty-eight  new  publica- 
tions, in  five  languages,  including  the  new  translation 
of  D’Aubigne’s  history,  revised  by  the  author,  and 
ten  other  volumes,  have  been  stereotyped;  making 
the  whole  number  1,252,  of  which  212  are  volumes. 
In  foreign  lands,  98  new  publications  have  been  sanc- 
tioned making  a total  of  2,169,  including  172  vo- 
lu.ces. 

The  American  Messenger  has  had  an  average 
monthly  circulati  m ol  6U,U00  copies,  and  sustains  it- 
self. The  Family  Christian  Almanac  has  had  a cir- 
culation of  100,090. 

The  circulation  has  been  greater,  by  nearly  thirty 
millions  of  pages,  than  during  the  previous  year; 
amounting  to  514  975  volumes,  5,841,580  publica- 
tions, or  153,575,624  pages.  Total  in  22  years,  3,- 
375,424  volumes,  89,693,713  publications,  1,823,272,- 
025  pages. 

The  gratuitous  distribution  of  publications  to  the 
destitute,  by  foreign  missionaries  and  chaplains  to 
the  army  and  navy,  boatmen  aud  seamen,  sabbath 
schools,  literary  and  humane  institutions,  home  mis- 
sionaries, colporteurs,  etc.,  amounts  to  35,926,208;  in 
value  nearly  ^24,000. 

The  receipts  for  11^  months,  to  April  1,  exceed 
those  of  any  previous  year  by  $6,214,  amounting  to 
$160,131;  of  which,  for  publications,  $92,360;  in  do- 
nations, $67,770.  The  sum  of  $20,742  is  due  for  pa- 
per previous  to  Sept.  18. 

The  number  of  colporteurs  in  commission  during 
the  whole  or  part  of  ihd  yeor,  exclusive  of  those  in 
the  service  of  the  American  tract  society  at  Boston, 
and  other  branches,  has  been  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  including  44  students  of  theology,  from  17  se- 
minaries and  colleges,  and  thirty-seven  for  the  Ger- 
man, French,  Irish  and  Norwegian  population,  in  27 
Stales. 

The  number  of  families  visited  during  the  year,  in 
the  U.  S.  is  215,000,  or  more  than  a twentieth  part 
of  the  population.  Of  the  whole  number,  more  than 
30,000  families  were  Romanists.  &c..  nearly  one- 
sixth  (32,123)  were  destitute  of  all  religious  b oks, 
and  14,565  had  not  the  scriptures,  of  whom  13,317 
were  supplied. 

Foreign  Distribulion. — The  society,  and  the  insti- 
tutions aided,  issue  tracts  in  102  different  languages 
and  dialects.  Besides  the  large  foreign  grants  of 
publications,  grants  in  money  have  been  made  for 
foreign  stations  to  the  amount  of  $10,000. 

The  Am.  Female  Moral  Reform  Societv,  13th 
annual  meeting.  The  annual  report  read  by  Dr.  A. 
S.  Ball,  shewed  that  the  society  has  several  hundred 
auxiliaries;  that  it  publishes  a periodical,  averaging 
an  issue  of  10,000  semi-monthly — has  published  10,- 
000  volumes  of  the  “walks  of  usefulness,”  and  more 
than  a million  pages  of  tracts. 

The  society  have  now  in  contemplation  the  erec- 
tion of  a “house  of  industry  and  home  for  the  friend- 
less ” whose  design  shall  be  to  furnish  a temporary 
home  and  employment  for  destitute  and  deserving 
women,  till  they  can  be  provided  for  respectably  and 
safely;  also,  for  friendless,  homeless  children,  till 
places  can  be  procured  for  them  by  adoption  or  oth- 
erwise. Sixty  three  such  children  have  been  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  the  society  the  last  year, 
and  for  fifty  four  of  them  good  homes  have  been 
provided,  chiefly  by  adoption. 

The  names  of  1450  young  women  have  been  enter- 
ed upon  the  society’s  register  during  the  past  year  as 
applicants  for  employment,  541  families  have  applied 
for  their  services,  and  several  hundreds  have  thus 
been  aided.  The  receipts  of  the  year  were  $6,693— 
the  expenses  much  less. 

The  Foreign  Evangelical  Society  celebrated 
its  anniversary  in  Dr.  Huiion’s  church,  Washington 
square,  last  evening  Dr.  DeWitt  presiding.  Dr. 
Baird  read  the  annual  report,  shewing  the  progress 
of  the  enterprise.  W.  W.  Chester  read  the  treasur- 
er’s report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  receipts 
of  the  year  have  been  $14,820;  the  expenditures 
$14,627.  The  receipts  are  about  one  third  less  than 
lasl'year,  owing  to  the  lacl  that  only  one  agent  has 
been  employed.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  ol  Biiiish  Guiana,  Rev.  Dr.  Ver- 
iiiilye.  Rev.  J.  P.  Thompson,  aud  Rev,  E.  Beecher, 
of  Boston. 


The  N.  Y.  State  Colonization  Society,  15th 
anniversary. — AMSTn  G.  Phelps  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
Reese  ;ead  !he  .,i.ir.,il  report,  showing  'cioN 

las’  , i'j  .$5, '.63,  ibe  contrib  iiiou:  for  . ud 
beii!-.  fiie  ji-um  ’here  not  mO'  I’he 

Cciii.-;!  i.i  i'>.  8late  is  pr.; -pering,  as  are  ihe  colonies. 

.,1,  Coi'iiish,  a youiig  colored  man  of  eilucation, 
'.as  sent  out  a year  ago,  and  he  writes  in  the  most 
glowing  terms  ol  the  great  inducements  held  out  for 
Ihe  emigration  of  his  race  to  that  country.  A color- 
ed man  from  Ohio,  E.  J.  Roy,  who  went  out  in  the 
relief  ship,  and  took  fifleen  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
goods  with  him,  realized  a hundred  per  cent,  profit 
on  his  investment,  and  has  now  returned  and  pur- 
chasen  more  goods. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  S.  I.  Prime,  Dr. 
Magill,  a coloied  man  of  Liberia  (who  gave  a glow- 
ing account  of  it)  and  Mr.  Slicer,  late  chaplain  to 
congress. 

The  American  and  Foreign  Anti-Sl.avery  So 
ciETY  held  Its  anniversary  at  the  Tabernacle  el  3 
o’clock,?.  M. — Arthur  Tappan  in  the  chair.  Lewis 
Tappan  read  the  annual  report.  The  receipts  were 
$12,635;  expenditures  $8,127.  Among  the  publica- 
tions of  the  year  Is  a German  anti  slavery  almanac, 
with  an  address  to  the  Germans  in  this  country,  by 
Dr.  Carovi,  of  Germany.  It  was  staled  that  in  no 
year  lias  there  been  so  much  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  as  during  the  past  year;  and  the  soci- 
ety were  congratulated  on  the  aspects  of  the  cause 
and  Its  prospects. 

The  movements  in  England,  France,  Denmark, 
&c.  with  reference  to  the  slave  trade  and  ils  ally, 
slavery,  were  detailed. 

Mention  was  made  of  an  intention  to  re-establish 
an  anti-slavery  newspaper  in  Kentucky,  to  be  edited 
by  a Southerner,  equally  fearless,  and  more  discreet 
than  his  predecessor,  C.  M.  Clay. 

Like  the  report  of  the  other  anti-slavery  society 
which  celebrated  its  anniversary  in  the  morning,  it 
stigmatized  the  war  with  Mexico  as  an  infernal  one, 
and  made  for  ihe  purpose  of  extending  slavery. 

The  speakers  were  S.  P.  Andrews,  Rev.  Mr. Lea- 
vitt, Rev.  Mr.  Garuelt,  (colored)  of  Troy,  Rev.  S. 
R.  Ward,  (colored)  and  W.  W.  Patton.  A public 
brealilasl  of  the  society  look  place  at  half-past  seven 
o’clork  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  labernacle. 

Chief  Justice  Hornblower  u as  chosen  president  of 
the  American  evangelical  alliance  at  the  closing 
meeting. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  ce- 
lebrated its  21st  anniversary  at  the  tabernacle  last 
evening — Henry  Dwight,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  The 
treasurer’s  report  was  presented  by  Joseph  Corning, 
Esq.,  followed  by  an  abstract  of  the  report  of  the 
executive  committee  presented  by  Dr.  Milton  Bad- 
ger, one  ef  the  secretaries. 

The  report  shows  a vast  and  valuable  amount  of 
labor  done.  It  has  employed  within  the  year  972 
ministers,  in  26  different  states  and  territories, 
preaching  to  1,470  congregations.  32  new  mission- 
aries have  been  ii^ipoinled  in  the  Western  states. — 
The  society  numbers  73,000  sabbath  school  children, 
and  97,000  temperance  subscribers,  120  sanctuaries 
have  been  completed  during  the  year.  Its  receipts 
of  111  months  amount  to  $119,453  94,  its  liabilities 
$132,899  30.  It  had  a balance  on  hand,  April  15, 
1846,  of  $2,735,  leaving  its  present  debt  $13,728  80. 
The  receipts  for  the  last  year  were  $8,406  76  less 
than  the  pievious  year.  The  society  stands  pledged 
in  the  coming  year  for  $57,275  04. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  H.  W.  Beecher, 
Davies,  Walter  Clark,  Hopkins,  of  Butlalo,  and  Kirk 
of  Boston. 


American  Protestant  Society. — Held  its  fourth 
anniversary  in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  church,  Rev. 
Dr.  Milledoler  presided. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  showed  the  receipts 
of  the  last  year  to  have  been  $19,709  13,  and  the  ex- 
penditures vveie  Uie  same. 

The  secretary’s  report  spoke  cheeringly  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  society’s  efforts  during  the  last  year,  and 
of  its  future  prospects  as  an  agent  of  good  to  the 
world.  Faith  and  prayer  were  strongly  urged  as 
means  to  convert  the  Catholics.  The  society  has 
done  much  to  circulate  the  Bible,  during  the  year 
ani'  iig  the  Portuguese,  German,  and  French  resi- 
dents in  tins  country.  Allusion  w'as  made  to  the 
movement  ol  Gmstiani  in  this  city  last  winter  as 
among  the  encouraging  signs  ol  the  limes.  Mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  unite  this  society  with  the 
Foreign  Evangelical,  but  the  union  is  at  present  de- 
layed on  account  of  some  legacies  leftto  each  which 
might  perhaps  be  forleited  by  losing  llieir  individu- 
ality. 


Rev.  Dr.  Dowling,  Rev.  T. tE.  'Yermilye,  D.  D., 
Mr.  J.  Steiner,  late  of  Prague  University  and  a con- 
vert to  protesiantism,  Rev.  T.  M.  Screnbety,  late 
Professor  at  Bishofscheim,  Baden,  but  now  a Mis- 
sionary of  the  A.  P.  society,  addressed  the  audience, 
After  singing  and  benediction,  ofliers  were  chosen 
for  the  ensuing  year. 


The  American  Temperance  Union  held  itsllth 
anniversary  in  the  Tabernacle,  it  was  well  attend- 
ed, and  excellent  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  M. 

S.  Scudder,  Dr.  Todd,  and  Dr.  Hewitt,  of  Bridge- 
port. The  Rev.  John  Marsh,  chairman  of  the  exe- 
cutive committee,  said  that  seventy  thousand  Ameri- 
can seamen  had  signed  the  pledge. 

The  annual  report  was  read  by  Rev.  J.  Marsh. — 

It  alluded  to  the  progress  of  temperance  in  this 
and  other  states,  the  operation  of  the  license  law, 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  on  its  constitu-  « 
lionality,  &c.  J 

The  temperance  reform  was  stated  to  be  making 
rapid  progress  in  other  nations.  In  Sweden  a con-  I 
gress  of  nobles  was  held  to  consider  the  subject,  the 
king  and  queen  were  present,  and  five  hundred  dis* 
t'.lleries  had  been  closed  by  the  royal  command.  Iq 
Germany,  and  in  the  north  of  France,  the  principles 
of  the  Union  are  rapidly  advancing.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  twenty-two  millions  of  bushels  of  bread- 
stuffs,  or  one- seventh  of  the  whole  grain  crop,  are 
destroyed  in  distilleries  and  breweries,  seven  millions 
of  the  inhabitants  are  perishing  vvilh  famine.  Father 
Mathew  reports  that  the  suffering  is  far  less  in  those 
places  where  the  pledge  had  been  extensively  circu- 
lated. 

The  temperance  reform  is  spreading  in  British 
India,  Burmab,  and  New  South  Wales.  In  the  Sand- 
wich islands  the  sale  of  all  liquor  is  prohibited  by  ! 
law. 

The  report  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  $1,522. — 
Rev.  Mr.  Seudder  thought  the  repeal  of  the  excise 
law,  of  which  they  had  just  heard  by  telegraph  ? 
would  do  them  no  harm;  there  is  another  legislature 
next  year,  and  perhaps  the  veiy  repeal  would  aid 
the  cause  as  it  did  in  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Todd  said  the  temperance  edifice  rested  on 
two  pillars,  combination  and  prevention,  which  prin- 
ciples he  illustrated  at  some  length.  When  the  Hes- 
sian soldiers  were  disbanded  and  emptied  their  straw 
beds  on  the  ground,  there  sprung  up  a noxious  weed. 
How  easy  it  would  have  been  for  a single  man  to 
cut  it  up;  now  what  an  army  would  it  require  to  ex- 
tirpate the  Canada  thistle! 

In  Baltimore  they  expend  $1,000  weekly  for  the 
alms  house,  and  it  was  luund  that  of  the  700  paupers 
600  were  sent  there  by  intoxioalion.  Was  thalgood  i 
philosophy.’  In  one  town  in  Pennsylvania  there  were  i 
found  90  grog  shops  that  yielded  $4,000  revenue  to 
the  town,  but  was  it  good  philosophy  to  tolerate  them 
for  the  sake  of  the  revenue,  and  support  all  the  pau- 
pers they  made.’ 

One  result  of  the  temperance  movement  he  said 
was,  that  we  had  learned  that  men  could  be  born, 
live  and  die  without  whiskey;  besides  we  can  save  . 
money  by  it;  industry  is  increased,  and  human  life 
is  now  far  more  secure.  In  Boston  the  average 
mortality  is  now  ten  per  cent,  less  than  fifteen  years 
ago. 

At  the  close  of  his  speech,  he  related  the  follow- 
ing anecdote:— In  that  beautiful  valley  where  I mar- 
ried my  beautiful  wife,  said  the  doctor,  (laughter 
and  great  cheering)  there  was  a large  brick  tavern, 
without  tree  or  fence  near  it.  It  was  supported  from 
the  poor,  whose  houses  clustered  around  it.  Oae 
morning  a little  girl  presented  herself  at  the  bar, 
ragged  and  shivering,  with  two  eggs,  to  purchase 
liquor  for  her  father.  The  barkeeper  told  her  the 
price  of  the  dram  would  be  three  eggs.  Yes,  sir, 
said  she,  father  sent  word  he  couldn’t  wait,  but  the 
old  hen  is  on  the  nest,  and  he’ll  send  over  t’other 
egg  as  soon  as  it’s  laid.  . 

Rev.  Dr.  Hewitt  was  introduced  as  an  apostle  ol 
temperance.  His  object,  he  said,  was  to  offer  a new 
mode  of  governmental  action  on  the  subject  of 
temperance.  He  would  have  a law  by  which  Ilia 
retailer  should  Fie  held  responsible  for  all  the  mis- 
chief and  damage  resulting  Irom  his  business.  We 

hud  the  liberty  of  speech,  but  were  liable  to  a suit 
for  slander. 

We  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  the  press,  but  were 
made  responsible  for  the  publication  of  a libel;  and 
so  he  would  by  this  principle  of  common  law  hold 
the  seller  of  spirituous  liquors  liable  for  the  results  of 
his  action.  Let  him  be  put  on  a par  with  the  restof 
us,  in  the  use  of  his  liberty. 

Dr.  H.  illustrated  the  operation  of  such  a law  by 
the  case  of  a stage  proprietor,  who  employed  careless 
drivers;  the  suff'eiers  in  one  or  two  accidents  recov- 
ered heavy  damages,  and  not  an  accident  had  occur- 
red on  that  line  for  twenty  years  since, 
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The  speaker’s  desire  was  to  call  attention  to  ii;  to 
induce  the  influential  men  in  the  assembly  to  b lie 
this  subieiM  lo  t’  eir  homes,  to  con-'iJer  it,  ioi.iiiou 
the  'e,  ami  obtain  such  a i^’■  ■ di  uro- 

tui.  • . e I fe,  the  children,  and  the  feivy  1;;  ; - 

ed  fattier  of  the  drunkard.  They  had  now  no  re- 
oress  for  the  blight  of  their  hopes;  they  could  re- 
monstrate with  the  seller,  but  of  what  use  was  re- 
monstrance.^ And  when  that  failed,  they  had  no  re- 
sources but  to  look  on  in  dispatr,  while  the  husband, 
the  father,  the  child  was  ruined.  Let  such  a law 
be  passed,  let  exemplary  damages  be  once  laid  in 
such  a case,  and  the  terror  of  that  example  would 
spread  a salutary  fear  among  those  that  have  no 
conscience  to  awe  them,  and  helpless  women  and 
children  by  thousands  would  bless  those  that  framed 
and  executed  it. 


Unitari.\n  Association  op  the  State  of  New 
York. — This  association  held  a meeting  for  public 
discussion  in  the  Church  of  the  Divine  Unity,  Broad- 
way, last  evening;  ZebedeeCook,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr.  May, 
of  Liecester,  Massachusetts;  after  which  Mr.  Bel- 
lows introduced  the  following  resolutions,  prefacing 
them  with  a few  remarks: 

Resbhed,  That  in  the  present  crisis  the  principles 
involved  in  the  Unitarian  reform,  the  sufficiency  of 
the  scriptures,  and  the  right  of  private  judgment, 
(practically  abandoned  by  creed  making  Protes- 
tants.) the  consistency  of  reason  and  revelation; 
personal  character,  the  only  test  of  Christian  disci- 
pleship,  and  congregational  independence  are  the 
most  comprehensive,  radical  and  important  princi- 
ples whic.b  can  engage  the  aflections  and  efibrts 
of  those  who  wish  well  to  the  church  and  to  huma- 
nity. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  consider  the  doctrines  of 
Unitarianism  as  more  than  those  of  any  other  deno- 
minati'-n  in  harmony  with  Divine  Truth,  and  that 
ground  worthy  of  our  earnest  efforts  to  diffuse  them, 
we  do  not  yet  regard  even  the  truth  as  we  hold  it, 
as  the  ultimate  object  or  end  at  which  we  should 
aim,  but  regard  truth  itself  as  auxilliary  to  good- 
ness, as  ministerial  to  active  virtue  and  philan- 
thropy. Our  Christianity  should  be  shown  as  our 
Master’s  was,  in  seeking  and  saving  that  which  is 
lost. 

Resolved,  That  in  support  of  the  great  work  which 
we  as  a Christian  denomination  are  called  upon  lo 
perform,  we  found  our  hope  of  success  upon  close 
union  with  Christ,  obedience  to  his  authority  and 
devotion  to  bis  person  and  character. 

Resolved,  That  the  Meadviile  Theological  School, 
in  the  ability  and  devotion  of  its  professors,  the  mo 
deration  of  its  expenses,  the  felicity  of  its  local  posi- 
tion, and  in  the  bond  which  it  establishes  between 
the  Unitarian  and  Christian  denominations,  com- 
mands our  hearty  respect  and  gratitude,  our  warmest 
sympaty  and  interest,  and  shall  have  our  liberal  and 
cheerful  support. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  sympathise  heartily  with 
those  who,  in  a spirit  of  Christian  moderation  and 
meekness,  are  pressing  the  popular  reforms  of  the 
age,  we  distinctly  found  our  hopes  of  the  salvation 
of  the  world  in  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  and  that  we  regard  obedience  to  his 
authority,  and  devotion  lo  his  power  and  character, 
as  the  source  of  all  beneficent  influence. 

These  resolutions  were  enforced  and  illustrated 
by  several  speakers,  among  whom  were  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pierpont,  Judge  Greenwood,  of  Biooklyn,  the 
Rev.  E.  Buckingham,  of  Trenton,  and  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Hosmer,  ol  Buffalo.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Delange 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  Meadviile  Theolo- 
gical School,  in  the  education  of  ministers  for  the 
west. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  reforms  of  the 
day,  occasioned  some  debate.  Mr.  May  objected 
to  the  terms  in  which  it  was  drawn  up,  but  it  was 
carried. 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions. — The  President,  Cliancellor  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  look  the  chair.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cole 
n.an.  The  hymn  was  sung: 

“Walchinan!  tell  us  of  the  night, 

What  its  signs  of  promise  are,”  &c. 

Dr.  Anderson,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  board, 
after  alluding  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Armstrong,  pro 
ceeded  to  make  the  following  statements: 

Six  missionaries  have,  during  the  past  year,  died. 
In  most  other  respects  the  missions  have  been  pros 
perous  Every  month  has  brought  to  us  cheering 
tidings  of  progress.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
heard  of  the  lormal  separation  of  the  Evangelical 
Armenians  from  the  national  church,  and  of  their 
formation  into  local  churches  under  the  protection 


of  the  government.  We  have  also  heard  of  the  for- 
oKitioii  of  a araii.-l  epoch  ani'i''  the  N^-sionans,  in  a 

,.'.ighi;  o.iljMiiring  .fO  .'.V  ; iL  ^ ' re-ilora- 

;ioi.  -0  the  people  ..I  th  doca'ine  of  justifieai  ion  by 
faith. 

'I’he  intelligence  of  the  past  year  disclose.s  a migh- 
ty heaving  of  the  moral  elements  in  Syria,  which 
must  result  in  mighty  changes  in  societv. 

In  the  Sandwich  Islands  thirty-two  thousand  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  and  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred the  last  year.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  these 
islands  there  has  been  no  reaction.  The  progress  of 
the  Gospel  there  must  be  reckoned  among  the  won- 
ders of  God’s  providence. 

China,  with  its  hundreds  of  millions,  is  opening  lo 
the  church.  A new  mission  has  been  established  at 
Feu  Chou,  the  capital  of  a large  province,  and  con- 
taining a million  of  souls. 

There  are  twenty-six  missions  under  the  care  of 
the  board,  averaging  six  missionaries,  and  if  we 
count  all  the  male  and  female  laborers  connected 
with  the  missions,  this  number  would  be  tripled. — 
The  whole  number  of  missionaries,  assistant  mis- 
sionaries, teachers.  &c.,  dependent  on  the  board  is 
about  500.  Twelve  new  missionaries  have  been  sent 
out  during  the  year;  six  have  returned.  Twenty 
missionaries  are  now  under  appointment,  expecting 
to  go  out  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  Sixty  are 
needed,  and  it  would  be  safe  lo  send  them  all  out  if 
we  had  them. 

The  receipts  of  the  past  year  are  $30,000,  less  than 
those  of  the  previous  year  after  deducting  the  Waldo 
bequest.  The  receipts  of  the  past  5 years  have,  how- 
ever, been  gradually  increasing. 

Dr.  Vermilye,  the  first  speaker,  offered  the  resolu- 
tion: 

That  the  church  is  admonished  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  pul  forth  increasing  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
missions.  Dr.  V.  said  that  he  was  oppressed  with 
more  than  usual  solicitude  in  attempting  to  address 
this  meeting. 

We  are  brought  to  this  closing  meeting  of  this  an- 
niversary week,  and  these  speeches  and  this  meeting 
must  exert  a vast  influence  upon  our  minds  and  upon 
the  churches. 

Dr.  V.  here  paid  a noble  tribute  lo  the  much  loved 
and  lamented  Armstrong. 

The  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  continued 
Dr.  V.,  is  a difficult  one:  the  Bible  recognizes  it  as 
such:  but  it  is  the  province  of  faith  to  feel  that  God 
is  on  our  side,  and  in  this  we  have  abundant  encour- 
agement lo  go  on. 

All  the  recent  developements  of  providence  are 
encouraging.  Nations  are  becoming  more  tolerant 
and  open  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  The  faci- 
lities of  commerce  are  increasing.  A missionary 
spirit  is  becoming  infused  into  all  of  our  churches. 
Ffty  years  ago  little  could  have  been  collected  lor 
this  cause.  Old  barriers  to  the  progress  of  the  gos 
pel  are  being  broken  down — mind  is  brought  in  con- 
tact with  mind.  There  are  in  the  world  great  agi- 
tations, and  the  past  history  of  the  world  shows  that 
when  God  had  some  great  purpose  to  accomplish, 
there  was  overturning  and  overturning  among  the 
nations;  and  we  believe  that  out  of  the  present  agi- 
tated state  of  the  world  God  is  about  to  bring  some 
glorious  results. 

Every  voice  that  comes  from  our  missionary  sta- 
tion is  calculated  lo  impel  us  to  go  on.  The  morning 
is  already  on  the  mountains,  and  soon  its  rays  will 
penetrate  and  illumine  every  dark  valley  on  our 
globe.  Every  event  that  transpires  has  its  bearing  on 
the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.  The  philosophy  of  history 
is  to  see  Christ  in  it.  This  is  the  golden  thread  that 
runs  through  all  history,  and  gives  its  lustre  a:  d 
meaning.  It  is  strange  that  Alexander,  Augustus, 
Caesar,  and  Bonaparte  should  have  been  made  insiru 
menls  of  accomplishing  Jehovah’s  purposes.  They 
did  not  think  this;  yet  God  makes  the  monsters  ol 
iniquity  to  praise  him,  and  the  remainder  of  wrath 
he  restrains. 

Glorious  triumphs  of  the  gospel  are  visible  to  the 
eye  of  faith.  All  things  are  tending  lo  this  end.  We 
may  not  see  it,  but  if  we  are  permitted  to  look  down 
from  heaven,  our  eyes  shall  see  the  struggle  of  the 
victorious  hosts. 


The  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Pupils  or  the 
New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  attend- 
ed by  a large  audience  at  the  Tabernacle. 

This  inslituiioD,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  is  situated  on  the  8th  avenue.  It  has 
at  present  about  135  pupils.  The  course  of  educa- 
tion embraces  five  years.  First  year,  spelling,  read- 
ing, mental  arithmetic,  tables,  &c,,  geography;  2d 
year,  spelling  and  definitions,  arithmetic,  geography, 
reading;  3d  year,  arithmetic,  history,  graininar,  as- 
tronomy (elementary;)  4th  year,  algebra,  grammar, 
philosophy,  astronomy;  5th  year,  geometry,  rheto- 


ric, writing.  There  are  two  gentlemen  teachers  in 
the  male,  and  three  lady  teachers  in  the  female  de- 
I'Hiiinent,  one  profi-ssor  and  four  teachers  of  inii- 
sji-  a matron,  a teacher  of  basket  making  and  ano- 
Ih-  I of  bandbox  making.  Half  of  the  day  is  spent 
in  school,  and  the  other  in  learning  some  useful 
trade.  Specimens  of  their  work,  paper  box  work, 
ManJla  mats,  fancy  knitting  and  bead  work,  execut- 
ed by  the  pupils,  were  exhibited  at  the  close  of  the 
exercises. 

About  one  hundred  of  the  pupils  of  this  institution 
were  present  at  the  Tabernacle,  and  took  part  the 
exercises.  The  girls  were  dressed  in  white  and  seat- 
ed with  the  boys  on  the  choir  seats,  fronting  the 
audience,  presenting  to  one  that  thought  of  their 
blindness,  a thrilling  spectacle.  Classes  were  ex- 
amined in  reading,  geography,  history,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  arithmetic,  and  geometry.  The  speci- 
mens of  reading  were  most  excellent,  far  surpassing 
in  clearness  of  enunciation,  and  correctness  of  in- 
flection and  cadenci-,  what  we  have  been  accustom- 
ed lo  hear  in  the  examination  of  those  who  read 
from  sight.  We  were  much  pleased  with  all  the 
examiiialions,  but  especially  with  those  in  astrono- 
my and  geometry.  The  class  in  the  former  study, 
evinced  great  familiarly  with  the  prominent  facts  in 
astronomical  science.  The  examinations  of  the 
classes  were  interspersed  with  vocal  and  instrumen- 
tal music.  While  the  audience  were  assembling,  a 
voluiihiry  on  the  organ  was  performed  by  one  of  the 
graduates  of  the  institution.  A duet  was  played 
upon  the  piano,  and  several  pieces  were  performed 
by  the  brass  band  composed  of  the  blind  pupils. — 
How  joyful  is  the  Morning,”  and  “1  dreamed  all 
things  free,”  were  sung  by  all  the  pupils  in  concert; 
and  "come  let  us  sing,”  &c.  and  “How  lonely,”  &c., 
by  the  junior  pupils. 

The  Twenty-Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  So- 
ciety FOR  Ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
Jews  was  celeuraled  in  the  Central  Presbyterian 
Church. 

According  to  the  treasurer’s  report  the  receipts 
for  the  year  have  been  $6  690  14;  expeuditures 
for  the  same  period,  $6,657  25;  balance  in  treasury, 
$32  25. 

The  annual  report  was  read  by  the  secretary,  from 
which  we  gather  the  following: 

The  society  has  no  permanent  or  vested  funds. 

Remittances  have  been  received  from  most  of  the 
auxiliaries,  and  several  new  societies  have  been 
formed. 

The  Jewish  Chronicle  continues  to  prosper,  the 
monthly  edition  having  been  recently  enlarged  lo 
2,500  copies. 

The  Jewish  mission  house  has  been  discontinued.  ,- 

The  board  would  have  it  distinctly  understood 
that  it  is  not  their  design  nr  wish  lo  organize  sepa- 
rate churches  of  converted  Jews.  The  single  and 
sole  responsibility  with  which  they  consider  them- 
selves charged,  is  that  of  preaching  Christ,  and  him 
crucified,  lo  Israel. 

Magdalen  Female  Benevolent  Society. — The 
fourteenth  anniversary  of  this  associatiois  was  held 
in  the  lecture  room  of  Dr.  Mason’s  church. — 
From  the  annual  report  presented  by  the  chaplain, 
it  appears  that  sixty  magdalens  have  been  received 
into  the  institution  during  the  year,  and  this  number 
niigh  I have  been  increased  if  the  means  of  the  socie- 
ty lia.l  not  been  limited.  The  institution  is  designed 
only  for  the  penitent,  whose  honest  purpose  is  to 
forsake  the  evil  and  chouse  the  good. 

The  institution  is  provided  with  a chaplain,  who 
not  only  labors  to  impart  religious  instruction  to  the 
inmates,  but  endeavors  to  bring  to  the  asylum  the 
wanderers  from  the  path  of  virtue,  and  restore  them 
to  sobriety  and  purity. 

The  asylum  is  under  the  care  of  a venerable  man 
and  his  wife,  and  the  inmates  are  employed  in  useful 
and  domestic  labors,  attend  religious  service  twice 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  commit  to  memory  portions  of 
the  scripture.  Family  worship  is  also  regularly  main- 
tained, and  the  institution  exerts  upon  its  inmates 
the  influence  of  a well  ordered  Christian  family. 

[A^.  y.  Post. 

The  American  Seaman’s  Friend  Society  held 
its  ariniversai-y  on  Monday.  The  receipts  for  the 
year  have  exceeded  $17,500;  which  have  been  ex- 
pended in  sustaining  chaplains  along  the  Atlantic 
cities  and  in  foreign  ports,  and  otherwise  furnishing 
religious  instruction  to  sailors.  Besides  which,  large 
sums  have  been  e.xpended  by  auxiliarses,  for  local 
objects. 

The  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  an  extensive  city 
charily  celebrated  its  anruveraary  the  same  even- 
ing. 
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iXIf^For  business  items,  markets,  &c.,see  “trade 
AND  commerce”  OH  preceding  pages. 

ARMY  OF  INVASION. ^ 

Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  25th,  and  Tampico  to  the  27th, 
re.ached  New  Orleans  on  the  31st  May. 

No  arrivals  from  Gen.  Scott’s  army  at  Vara  Cruz  for 
several  days.  The  diligence  due  on  the  24th  from  Mex- 
ico, had  not  arrived.  Mr.  Kendall  writes  from  Jalapa, 
May  16ih,  that  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  train  ex- 
pected that  day,  Gen.  Scott  would  not  be  able  to  leave 
there  for  for  some  days.  No  official  account  of  Gen. 
Worth’.s  entrance  into  Puebla  had  reached  headquarters 
on  the  20th,  although  he  occupied  the  place  on  the  1.5th. 
On  the  21st  a diligence  arrived  with  intelligence  that 
all  was  quiet  at  Puebla. 

The  Jalapa  stage  was  attacked  by  rancheros  or  rob- 
bers a lew  miles  from  Puente  Nacional,  on  the  23d  ult., 
and  robbed.  The  driver  managed  to  escape  after  hav- 
ing been  dreadfully  beaten,  and  reaching  Vera  Cruz, 
gave  ilie  alarm.  It  is  much  feared  the  passengers  have 
been  killed.  This  circuinsiancc,  however,  must  not  be 
taken  as  a guerrilla  affair,  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
there  are  any  regularly  organiztd  bauds  between  Vera 
Cruz  and  Jalapa.  The  assailants  were,  no  doubt,  act- 
ing independently,  and  were  careless  whotn  they  at- 
tacked, Iriend  or  foe,  couuirytnan  oi  foreigner,  provided 
they  obiaitieo  booty. 

Bl  Repuhlicano  of  the  19. li  announces  that  General 
Bravo  has  proposed  to  the  siipn  me  government  that 
American  prisoners  slioiild  he  s>  nt  off  “successively 
and  with  due  security”  lo  Tampico  to  be  released,  in- 
asmuch as  Mexican  prisoners  taken  at  the  Augoslura 
and  Sierra  Gordo  had  been  released  wiihou'.  condition. 

Navai,  Com.  Perry  has  return;  d to  Sacrificio  from 
his  cruize  lo  the  south,  Itaving  lou ■ hed  at  Laguna,  Fron- 
tera,  and  other  ports  on  the  coast,  putlmg  lue  American- 
Mexican  tariff  in  o;>eration._  H.-  i ail;  p .ssessioii  of  the 
fort  ai  the  mouth  of  itie  river  Guasc.iualio,  and  of  a town 
some  twenty  miles  up  tliai  river. 

On  the  19ih,  the  English  frigate  Alarm,  brig  Daring, 
and  steamer  Vesuvius,  left  tiie  anchorage  ot  Sacriftcios 
for  Havana,  with  several  cases  of  yellow  fever  on  board. 
The  vomilo  has  made  iis  appearance  in  this  city,  but  as 
yet  in  few  cases.  Vera  Cruz  has  already  nearly  recover- 
ed from  the  effects  of  tlie  seige — the  people  are  returning, 
the'  km. eked  down  houses  are  being  rebtiilt,  the  streets 
cleaned,  shops  opened,  and  all  the  activity  of  a seaport 
displayed.  Among  other  things  we  have  an  American 
circus  in  full  operation. 

MEXICO. 

By  way  of  Tampico,  city  rf  iMexico  dates  lo  the  19th 
May,  have  reached  New'  Orleans. 

The  election  of  president  was  held  on  the  15th  May, 
but  as  the  election  is  made  by  the  states,  it  will  be  some 
lime  before  the  result  can  be  known.  Herrera,  ex-pre- 
sident, had  received  the  vote  of  Quereiaro,  which  pro- 
bably gave  rise  to  tlie  report  that  he  had  been  elected 
president.  Each  slate,  so  far  as  heard  from,  has  voted 
for  candidates  of  their  own,  no  candidate  having  as  yet 
more  than  one  vote,  nor  had  Santa  Anna  received  a 
vole,  so  far.  Alverez  is  a competitor  for  the  presidency. 
After  placing  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific,  in  a state  of  de- 
fence, he  is  now  approaching  the  capital  at  the  head  of 

4.000  troops.  Melchor  Ocampo,  a friend  of  Anaya,  is 
also  a candidate,  and  got  the  vote  of  Puebla.  Angel 
Trias  got  the  vote  of  Mexico. 

General  Scott’s  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
Mexico,  reached  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  14lh 
May.  The  Repuhlicano  denounces  it  severely. 

Santa  Anna  at  the  capital. — Santa  Anna,  af- 
ter precipitately  quitting  Puebla,  as  Gen.  Worth  ad- 
vanced and  took  possession  thereof  on  the  15ih, 
published  an  account  of  his  previous  operations,  and 
of  the  skirmish  near  Puebla  with  his  cavalry,  in 
which  be  admits  tlie  loss  of  some  half  dozen  men. — 
Another  of  his  publications  gave  account  of  prepara- 
tions for  defending  the  approaches  lo  the  capital. — 
He  afterwards  issued  a manifesto,  addressed  to 
the  nation,  but  of  which  no  copy  has  yet  been  re- 
ceived. 

Leaving  his  army,  variously  estimated  at  from 

15.000  lo  30,000  men,  to  the  command  of  other  ofli 
cers,  Santa  Anna  proceeded  towards  the  capital, 
which  he  entered  on  the  19th  May.  His  reception 
was  very  different  from  wtiat  he  had  hoped.  “The 
populace  or  rabble,  principally  leperos,  assembled  to 
receive  the  President  ad  interim,  and  at  first  shower- 
ed upon  him  curses,  both  “loud  and  deep,” — and 
soon  after  commenced  stoning  liini.  An  armed  force 
of  his  friends  with  great  difficulty  saved  his  life,  and 
conveyed  him  lo  the  palace.  La  Pairia,  the  Spanish 
paper  at  New  Orleans,  lias  Ihis  information  from  a 
commercial  correspondent  at  Alexico,  whose  letter 
is  dated  21sl  May. 

The  Republicana  of  the  18ih  tells  us  that  the  Mexicans 
were  fortilyiiig  the  hills  or  ridges  ol  Loreto,  Guadalope 
and  San  Juan,  and  ihai  an  advanced  division  ol  Mexi- 
cans had  been  pushed  as  lar  as  Rio  Prieto,  four  leagues 
wesiofPuehU. 

The  Pacific  Squadron  — On  the  28ih  of  April  a squad- 
ron of  six  or  eight  vessels  was  off  Mazatlan,  and  a ihou- 


I sand  men  were  to  disembark  to  take  the  town.  Letters 
from  Mazatlan  say  they  were  mnking  there  every  pre- 
paration for  defence,  but  if  ihe  descent  is  made  in  ns 
great  force  as  is  represented,  they  can  make  no  defence 
"fmiicli  account.  Oilier  accounts  say  that  the  port  of 
San  Bias,  too,  was  menaced  by  our  squadron,  and  that  it 
was  ihe  purpose  of  ilie  Americans  to  land  and  take  the 
town. 

“armt  of  occupation.” 

Brazos  dates  to  the  25lh,  Monterey  to  the  15th  and 
Saltillo  to  the  14ih  May.  were  received  at  New  Or 
leans  on  the  ]«l  in»t. 

A letter  to  the  N.  O.  Delta,  dated  Monterey  15th 
May  sajs:  “Here  we  are,  pretty  much  after  the  old 
sort.  Again  all  things  seem  to  denote  a movement 
of  this  column,  and  I think,  by  the  1st  of  June,  old 
Rough  and  Ready  will  pack  his  knapsack  for  San 
Luis  Potosi.  1 intend  going,  and  have  attached  my- 
self lo  the  company  of  Captain  J.  H.  Bean.  The 
young  captain  is  from  old  Kentuck,  and  is  a good 
specimen  of  that  noble  state,  of  whose  gallantry  and 
courage  Americans  may  well  be  proud.  You  may 
loi  k out  for  squalls  at  San  Louis.  T hey  say  it  is 
there  the  Mexicans  will  make  their  final  great  strug- 
gle, hut  we  will  see  what  we  shall  see.  The  weath 
er  here,  at  present,  is  as  hot,  if  not  more  so,  than 
you  have  il  in  N>  w .-Orleans.” 

An  article. in  the  Picayune,  leads  us  to  apprehend 
that  a duel  had  taken  place  between  a couple  of 
lieutenanis  of  the  Virginia  volunteers,  at  China, 
about  the  21st,  in  which  both  the  combatants  were 
killed.  The  name  of  one  Mahan, is  given,  the  other 
not  recollected.  We  hope  the  whole  story  may 
prove  lo  be  unfoundea. 

[Lieut.  Mahan  was  a law  student,  the  son  of  F. 
Mahan,  the  pcDlisher  of  taylors’  fasliioiis,  Philadel- 
phia, where  tile  lifculenant  left  a wife  and  had  two 
children,  one  b in  since  he  left  for  Mexico.  He  look 
an  active  pan  in  raising  the  fifty  one  recruits  from 
the  city  ol  Philadelphia  for  Ihe  Virginia  regiment, 
and  proceeded  with  them  to  Richmond  under  assur- 
ances from  the  Virginia  recruiting  officer,  that  he 
should  be  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  company.  At 
Kiciniicnd  he  found  competitors,  and  it  was  not  until 
Ihe  Pennsylvanians  refused  to  embark  for  Mexico 
unless  he  was  made  an  officer,  that  his  claim  was 
recognized.  Ill  feeling  was  engendered — and  a sad 
tragedy  has  resulted.] 

General  Taylor  had  been  unwell,  but  has  reco 
vered. 

A letter  from  the  Brazos  correspondent  of  the  N. 
Orleans  Bee,  furnishes  particulars  respecting  the  re- 
turn of  the  volunteers  that  had  constituted  most  of 
Gen.  Taylor’s  forces  at  Buena  Vista.  They  were 
all  en  route  for  home,  and  reinforcements  on  their 
way  to  replace  them,  were  bj  no  means  equal  in 
numbers,  nor  were  what  there  were  of  them,  yet  dis- 
t iplined,  or  even  organized,  except  one  or  two  regi- 
ments. The  writer  thinks  it  manifest  that  General 
Taylor  will  neither  be  in  force  or  condition  to  make 
a movement  beyond  his  present  location,  shortly. 

Gen.  Cushing  had  received  orders  to  proceed  with 
the  Massachusetts  regiment  from  Matamoros,  lo  join 
Gen.  Taylor.  J’hough  not  recovered,  he  designed 
setting  out  in  a few  days.  Capl.  E.  Webster,  now  at 
N.  Orleans,  has  been  appointed  aid  lo  Gen.  C.  An 
election  was  lo  be  iield  in  the  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment on  the  27ih,  for  a colonel,  to  succeed  Col.  now 
Gen.  Cushing.  Three  men  of  the  regiment  recently 
deserted,  and  attempting  lo  reach  Brazos,  were  mur- 
dered by  a party  ot  Cauianches  that  met  with  them. 

The  Ohio  regiment  was  to  leave  Monterey  on  the 
19th,  and  the  1st  Indiana  regiment  on  the  20th  for 
home. 

The  traders  of  Matamoros  are  indignant  at  the 
new  tariff’  promulgated  for  Mexican  ports.  Tlie 
Flag  advises  them  to  call  public  meetings  to  de- 
nounce It. 

The  Indians  are  becoming  very  troublesome  in 
Texas  and  along  the  Rio  Grande. 

“The  American  Star,”  reaches  as  from  a friend 
and  grtllant  officer.  The  editor  in  the  number  for 
the  13lh  May,  announces  that  having  no  affinity  to 
the  “fixed  stars’’ his  star  w ill  rise  no  more  at  Jalapa. 
He  shoots  for  the  darkest  quarter  in  the  horizon, 
tliere  lo  contribute  his  mile  lo  enlighten  the  benight- 
ed. After  rising  again  at  Puebla,  lor  a short  season, 
he  expects  next  to  assist  in  iliuiniiiating  “the  halls.” 

Aztec  ruins. — Mr.  Stanley,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied General  Kearny  to  California,  writes  as 
follows: 

“There  has  been  much  speculation  in  regard  to 
the  Aztec  remains  in  the  valley  of  Gila.  That  il 
has  unce  supported  a vast  population,  we  could  not 
doubt,  for  the  rums  of  their  towns  and  cities  are 
plainly  visible  for  liiindreds  of  miles.  Stone  founda- 
tions are  frequently  seen  covering  many  acres;  but, 
with  one  exception,  we  did  not  find  any  bunding  in 


any  degree  of  preservation.  This  was  about  four 
miles  from  our  trail,  and  two  hundred  and  forty 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  building 
is  60  feel  by  45,  three  stories  high,  and  is  construct- 
ed of  the  adobe,  similar  to  that  used  in  the  houses 
of  New  Mexico.  Whether  these  ruins  have  any 
connexion  with  those  of  South  America  is  not  known. 
The  plains  in  their  vicinity  are  covered  for  miles  with 
broken  pottery  of  burnt  clay,  beautifully  painted  and 
ornamented;  and  this  was  the  only  clue  which  we 
had  to  the  advancement  of  the  builders  in  the  me. 
chanic  arts.  The  Pemos  Indians  have  but  very  im- 
perfect traditions  of  these  remains.” 

The  |Heroes  ok  Monterey. — Just  one  year  ago 
there  marched  through  our  streets  as  noble  and 
splendid  a body  of  men  as  ever  went  forth  to  battle. 
— They  were  about  nine  hundred  strong.  The  men 
were  in  the  vigor  of  youthful  manhood,  and  as  in 
perfect  order  and  with  military  precision  they  pa- 
raded through  our  city,  the  admiration  of  our  peo- 
ple broke  foith  in  loud  applause  of  the  gallant  array. 
— This  was  the  first  Tennessee  regiment,  under  the 
heroic  veteran  Col.  Campbell.  They  left  our  city 
fresh  from  their  own  happy  homes  in  the  mountains 
and  by  the  river  sides  in  healthful  Tennessee,  full  of 
hope,  ambition,  and  patriotism:  they  departed  in 
cheerful  spirits  with  impatient  ardor  for  the  scene  of 
war.  * # * 

On  Friday  last  the  whole  of  this  gallant  regiment, 
whose  history  we  have  thus  briefly  sketched,  arrived 
in  our  city.  Il  numbers  just  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
about  one  third  the  force  with  which  it  left.  And 
this  loss  il  has  sustained  in  a twelve  months’ cam- 
paign. il  has  averaged  a loss  of  fifty  men  a month. 

[W,  0.  Picayune. 

James  O.  Law,  esq.,  late  mayor  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, and  one  of  the  most  esteemed,  enterpr.zing,  influ- 
ential, and  humane  of  this  community,  depaned  this 
life  on  Sunday  last,  the  6th  of  June,  after  a short  illness 
contracted  in  the  course  of  performance  of  the  duiies  of 
humanity  luvyards  the  destitute  and  suffering  s ranger.'^, 
that  are  Seeking  our  shores  in  such  numbers  at  iliis  nine. 
— These  were  tasks  such  as  the  natural  benevoleuce  of 
Mr.  Law’s  heart  had  long  made  familiar  to  him.  He 
was  indeed  distinguished  for  active,  practical,  philan- 
thropic, and  public  spirit,  and  shrunk  from  none  of  the 
duties  or  respoiisibililies  that  belong  lo  a man.  Long 
will  his  memory  be  cherished.  The  funeral  obsequies 
attending  his  remains  to  the  Cemetry,  were  a truly  im- 
posing evidence  of  the  respect  in  which  the  deceased 
was  held.  The  military,  of  which  he  had  been  one  of 
the  foremost,  were  there,  with  their  “muffled  drums’’ 
and  solemn  dirge, — cavalry,  artillery,  infantry,  rifles, — 
the  53d  regiment  has  seldom  appeared  in  as  great  num- 
bers. The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, — the 
Hibernian  society, — the  Firemen, — the  City  Authorities, 
officially  marshalled, — and  a deeply  monriiing  conimu- 
niiy  attended  ihe  sable  hearse  and  partook  of  the  solemn 
ceremony.  Tears  dimmed  many  an  eye  and  sighs  es- 
caped from  many  a heavy  heart  when  the  remains  of 
Major  James  O.  Law  were  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb, 

U.  S.  military  academy— West  Point.— TAc  board 
of  visitors,  appointed  under  an  act  ot  congress  of  last 
session,  are  now  in  session,  in  the  performance  of  the 
duties  assigned  theiil.  The  board  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen — 

Samuel  Wells,  esq.,  Maine;  Gen.  R.  K.  Oliver,  Mas- 
sachusetts; Col.  Julius  Catiin,  Connecticut;  Gen.  Chas. 
W.  Sandford,  New  York;  Robert  J.  Fisher,  esq..  Pa.; 
Col.  Ed.  Lloyd,  Maryland;  Gen’l  H.  A.  Haralson,  Ga.; 
Tnos.  M.  Dratte,  esq.,  Ohio;  Alex-  Dimitry,  esq.,  Lou- 
isiana; Gov.  A.  G.  Brown,  Mississippi;  Hon.  Dixon  H. 
Lewis,  Alabama;  Hon.  D.  Yulee,  Florida. 

E.migrants. — There  were  thirty-six  vessels  from  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  lying  at  Grouse  Island,  in  the  St.  Lawr- 
ence, on  Friday  last,  with  12,407  passengers  for  Quebec 
and  Montreal. 

During  the  month  of  May  1847  there  arrived  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  as  entered  at  the  custom  house,  28,- 
574  passengers,  of  which  17,984  were  from  E;igland  and 
Ireland,  3,647  from  the  Hanse  towns;  4,353  from  France, 
1,415  from  Belgium;  859  from  Holland,  and  342  from 
other  ports. 

During  the  first  week  in  June,  5,228  foreign  passen- 
gers arrived  ai  the  same  port.  The  British  ship  Ceylon, 
arrived  on  the  6th  with  over  100  of  her  passengers 
dowh  with  the  ship  fever,  and  31  had  died  on  ihe  pas- 
sage. 

The  city  authorities  of  New  York  have  interdicted 
foreign  passengers  from  landing  within  the  limits  of  the 

ci'y- 

At  Deer  Island,  quarantine  hospital  Boston  harbour 
so  many  are  sick  that  no  more  can  be  sent  there  from 
the  city  at  present. 

Within  the  last  three  days  five /oreign  ships,  havmg 
an  aggregate  of  724  German  passengers,  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  in  a fair  stale  of  health. 

The  Dublin  Fffol  says  that  since  the  spring  opened, 
up  lo  the  8th  May,  36  vessels,  carrying  5,637  emigrants, 
sailed  from  ihe  port  of  Limerick  alone.  Premiums  were 
eagerly  paid  for  tickets  to  embark,  although  passages  had 
been  raised  to  £5 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Official  list  of  the  representatives  of  foreign 
GOVERNMENTS,  AT  WASHINGTON. 

Great  Britain.  The  Right  Honorable  Ricliard 
Pakenhain,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary. 

Mr.  John  Fienne  Crampton,  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wm.  Garrow  Lettsom,  First  Attache. 

Mr.  John  Bidwell,  Second  Attache.  Gone. 

France.  Mr.  Alphonse  Joseph  Yves  Pageot,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary,  ad  interim. 

Mr.  A Sampayo,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Geo.  Serrurier,  Secretary  of  Legation. 

Russia.  Mr.  Alexander  de  Bodisco,  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  . >■"  ''' 

Mr.  Edward  de  Stoeckl,  First  Secrelaiy  o'®*ijega- 
tion 

Mr.  de  Cramer,  Second  do  do 

Netherlands.  The  Chevalier  Francois  Mathieu 
Wencesles  Testa,  Charge  d’Atfaires 

The  Argentine  Confederation,  The  Briga- 
dier General  Don  Carlos  de  Alvear,  .Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary and  Extraordinary. 

Don  Emilio  de  Alvear,  Secretary  of  Legation. 

Brazil  The  Chevalier  Gaspar  Jose  de  Lisboa, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

M.  Felippe  Pereira  Leal,  Secretary  of  Legation. 

Chili.  Don  Manuel  Carvallo,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Mioister  Plenipotentiary. 

Don  Francisco  S.  Astaburuago,  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation. 

Don  Daniel  Frost  and  Don  Tenon  Freire,  At- 
taches. 

Peru.  Doctor  Don  Joaquim  Jose  Osma,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary. 

Messrs.  Carreno  and  Valle  Riestra,  Attaches. 

Spain  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  Envoy  Ex- 
traoi-dinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Don  Fideiicio  Bourman,  Secretary. 

Don  Jose  M.  Magallon,  Attache. 

Don  Rodrigo  Tavira,  do. 

Portugal.  The  Commander  J.  C.  De  Figaniere 
Morao,  Minister  Resident. 

Don  Francisco  de  Menezes  dc  Brito  de  Rio,  At- 
tache. 

Swf.den.  The  Chevalcr  A.  de  Lovenshiold,  Charge 
d’Alfaires. 

Denmark.  Mr.  Steen  Bille,  Charge  d’Affaires. 

Mr.  Torben  Bilke,  Attache. 

Belgium.  M.  Beaulieu,  Charge  d’ Affaires, 

Prussia.  Baron  Von  Gerolt,  Minister  Resident. 

Austria.  The  Chevalier  Hulsemann,  Charge 
d’Affaires. 

The  two  Sicilies.  The  Chevalier  Don  Rocco 
Martuscelli,  Charge  d’Affaires. 

Money  matters  at  the  south.  Money  and  ex- 
change. The  exchanges  continue  depressed,  and  mo- 
ney scarce,  principally,  if  not  exclusively,  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  government.  The  complaints  are 
justly  loud  and  general,  as  to  the  mode  the  department 
has  adopted,  for  making  their  numerous  and  heavy 
payments  at  this  place,  in  which,  notwithstanding  its 
manifest  injustice  to  individuals,  and  the  general  in- 
jury and  derangement  it  occasions  to  the  business  of 
the  city,  they  will  still  persevere. 

Parties  having  claims  for  supplies,  or  otherwise,  are 
still  compelled  to  take  drafts  on  the  north,  and  those 
receiving  army  bills  from  Mexico,  can  only  get  them 
settled  in  the  same  manner,  all,  or  most  of  which 
drafts  coming  on  the  market,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
supply  of  bills  from  regular  business  operations,  de- 
presses exchange  and  obliges  the  holders  to  part  with 
them  at  from  2 to  2 1 -2,  and  in  some  instances  even  at 
3 per  cent.  loss. 

in  looking  over  the  American  newspapers  published 
in  Mexico,  we  see  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  army 
advertising  their  bills  on  New  Orleans  for  sale,  and 
when  parties,  with  full  confidence  in  the  good  faith 
of  the  government,  pay  their  specie  funds  for  these 
drafts,  they  find,  on  presenting  them  to  the  proper 
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officer  at  this-place,  that  the  government  has  entirely 
heglected  to  provide  any  funds  to  meet  the  payment, 
and  they  have  no  claim  for  damages  nor  interest, 
which  they  would  have  against  an  individual.  They 
are  then  compelled  to  go  without  their  money,  or  take 
in  settlement  other  drafts  on  a distant  point,  on  which 
they  must  suffer  a heavy  loss!  The  natural  conse- 
quence of  this  violation  of  the  public  faith  has  been 
to  destroy  the  credit  of  these  drafts  in  Mexico,  and  to 
deprive  the  government  of  the  great  facility  of  obtain- 
ing specie  there,  free  of  expense,  thus  obliging  them 
to  send  coin  from  the  United  States  at  an  enormous 
cost,  particularly  when  it  is  recollected  what  are  the 
expenses  for  transportation  there,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  necessity  of  escorts,  to  protect  it,  and  the  loss  of 
the  services  of  these  troops. 

But  oppressive  and  unjust  as  is  the  tax  thus  inflict- 
ed on  individuals,  it  is  not  a tythe  to  what  it  saddles 
upon  the  planters  and  ' farmers  of  the  country,  who 
have  sent  their  produce  for  sale  at  this  place.  The 
present  state  of  exchanges  in  this  city  is  an  actual 
and  indisputable  lax,  of  one  dollar  upon  every  bale  of 
cotton — of  fifteen  cents  on  every  barrel  of  flour,  and  two 
cents  upon  every  bushel  of  corn,  sold  in  Mew  Orleans,  du- 
ring the  present  state  of  things. 

To  a business  man  all  this  is  self-evident,  and  re- 
quires no  explanation,  for  it  is  very  clear  that  parties, 
who  buy  and  ship  produce,  landed  in  a foreign  port, 
must  include  the  loss  of  exchange  on  their  bills,  just 
as  much  as  the  cost  of  freight;  and  a purchaser,  who 
will  give  ten  cents  per  pound  for  cotton,  when  he  sells 
his  bill  at  two  and  a half  per  cent,  loss,  would  give 
ten  and  a quarter  cents,  if  he  could  obtain  par  for  his 
drafts. 

Including  what  the  two  armies  in  Mexico  will  re- 
quire, the  public  expenditure  at  New  Orleans,  be- 
tween this  and  the  first  of  August,  will,  it  is  said,  be 
five  millions  of  dollars;  and  if  the  present  system  is 
to  be  continued,  and  this  large  sum  to  be  raised  by 
forcing  government  drafts  on  the  market,  the  effect  on 
exchange,  and  the  general  injury  to  business,  may 
readily  be  imagined. 

Our  banks  already  hold  between  four  and  five  mil- 
lions of  northern  exchange,  and  there  is  still  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  produce  to  go  forward,  (of  cotton 
alone,  the  present  stock  is  about  175,000  bales,  worth 
seven  millions  of  dollars,)  all  of  which  when  shipped, 
must  be  drawn  for.  These  mercantile  bills  will  fur- 
nish a supply,  fully  equal  to  what  the  market  can  le- 
gitimately absorb,  and  to  have  the  government  drafts 
thrown  upon  it,  in  the  extra  amount  of  four  or  five 
millions,  cannot  result  otherwise  than  injuriously. 

This  derangement  of  exchanges,  and  consequent 
loss  to  the  growers  of  produce,  is  one  of  the  legiti- 
mate resulls  of  the  subtreasury  system,  but,  at  pre- 
sent, greatly  aggravated  by  the  want  of  foresight,  or 
want  , of  financial  knowledge,  or  of  both,  at  Wash- 
ington. 

It  is  the  more  inexcusable,  because  Mr.  Walker  has 
the  prompt  and  effectual  remedy  in  his  hands,  by  is- 
suing treasury  notes  to  the  parties  here,  in  payment 
for  their  claims.  But  if  he  is  unwilling  to  allow  them 
the  benefit  of  the  premium,  they  at  present  command 
{though  he  forced  them  to  take  the  notes  when  they  were 
at  a discount,)  let  him  even  sell  them  in  the  market, 
and  put  the  premium  into  the  Treasury,  and  then  pay 
the  claimants  in  par  funds.  Let  us,  at  any  rate,  no 
longer  see  the  disgraceful  practice  continued  of  the 
treasury  sheltering  itself  behind  its  immunity  from 
the  operation  of  legal  proceedings  and  compelling  its 
creditors  to  accept  a depreciated  currency  (which 
their  drafts  on  the  north  are,)  in  settlement  of  just 
demands.  [W.  0.  Bulletin. 

Congressional  frinting  The  Philadelphia  North 
American  devotes  an  article  to  the  recent  law  of  con- 
gress in  relation  to  its  printing,  from  which  we  make 
an  extract. 

The  following  little  tables  to  which  wc  invite  the 
reader’s  attention,  will  present  some  idea  of  the  dif- 
ference in  cost  to  the  United  States  between  giving 
the  public  printing  to  party  organs,  or  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  The  first  table  shows  the  aggregate  of  the 


highest  and  the  lowest  that  were  offered  for  the  con- 
tracts, without  any  specification  of  names;  though  we 
may  mention  that,  of  the  highest,  all  the  bids,  except 


the  first 

aud  last,  (that  is  class  1 

and  class  5,  C,) 

the  bids 

of  Blair  & Rives; 

Highest  bids. 

Lowest  bids. 

Class 

1.  $8,775  20 

$2,544  63 

U 

2.  42,331  91 

19,334  02 

a 

3.  7,676  37 

3,11393 

u 

4.  161,997  78 

51,43592 

it 

5.  A.  5,705  31 

1,78737 

- B.  917  05 

-30632 

44 

- C.  3,421  28 

1,301  56 

Total.  $229,924  80 

$76,82375 

76,823  75 


Difference  fl53,104  14 

Here  the  difference  between  the  sum  of  the  high- 
est and  the  sum  of  the  lowest  bids,  is  only  ^153,- 
101  14;  and  the  highest  bidders  only  ask  an  average 
of  289  per  cent,  over — or  in  round  numbers,  three 
times  as  much  as — the  lowest  bidders! 

Of  those  who  offered  for  all  the  classes,  or  the 
whole  congressional  printing,  Blair  & Rives  bid  high- 
est, and  Wendell  & Van  Benthuysen  lowest.  The 
following  are  the  gross  aggregate  of,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  their  bids: 

Blair  & Rives,  $227,756  76 

Wendell  & Van  Benthuysen  78,682  68 


Difference  149,074  08 

So  that  Blair  & Rives  did  not  actually  ask  three 
times  as  much  as  Wendell  & Van  Benthuysen — no, 
only  290  per  cent,  more! 

We  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  Blair  & Rives  ask- 
ed loo  much,  or  Windell  &.  Van  Benthuysen  too  little 
compensation,  for  doing  the  printing  of  congress. 

The  Government  Dry  Dock  at  Brooklyn  will  be  a 
gigantic  work  when  completed,  but  it  is  suppoiied 
that  it  will  cost  more  than  the  original  estimate  of 
one  million  of  dollars.  From  the  floor  of  the  dock, 
the  side  walls  of  cut  granite,  thirty  six  feet  high,  will 
spring,  not  perpendicularly,  however,  but  by  a suc- 
cession of  steps  or  “altars,”  thus  allowing  the  cham- 
ber of  the  dock,  to  increase  in  width  as  the  walls 
rise,  until  the  cavity  which  was  only  thirty  feel 
wide  at  the  bottom  becomes  ninety  eight  feet  at  top, 
and  its  length,  258  at  bottom,  elongates  into  308  feet 
at  the  surface.  This  portion  of  the  work  alone,  will 
require  100,000  Slones,  beside  4,000  tons  of  rubble. 
The  dock  will,  when  finished,  accommodate  a ves- 
sel 330  feet  long,  or  the  largest  ship  in  the  American 
navy,  lls  enlraiice  will  be  closed  by  two  gales,  and 
the  water  removed  by  means  of  six  or  eight  large 
pumps,  each  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter. 

Bombshells.  The  St.  Louis  New  Era  says  that  se- 
veral ol  the  founderies  in  that  city  have  been  kept 
busily  employed,  of  late,  by  orders  from  Govern- 
ment for  bombshells,  for  which  they  are  paid  five 
cents  a pound.  Since  the  war  commenced,  the  wholq 
quantity  turned  out,  in  that  city,  exceeds  420  tuns., 
i'lie  St.  Louis  bombs  are  said  to  be  equal  in  quality 
to  those  made  in  the  Eastern  Stales.  'i’Uey  are, 
doubtless,  warranted  to  kill! 

Four  hundred  boys  are  now  engaged  at  the  arsenal 
at  Waten  liet,  near  Albany,  in  New  York  state,  in 
the  preparation  of  cartridges.  Tlie  war  department 
has  made  a requisition  for  a inillioD  of  cartridges  for 
each  month. 

Four  steamers  for  a line  to  run  from  N.  Or- 
leans to  Liverpool,  have  been  contracted  for  by  a 
private  company.  The  keel  of  the  “United  States,” 
the  first  of  the  line,  has  been  laid  at  New  York,  and 
will  be  when  completed,  remarks  the  Herald,  “one  of 
the  most  perfect  specimens  of  ocean  steamships  in  the 
world.  She  will  have  two  marine  engines,  of  eleven 
hundred  and  twenty-five  horse  power  each,  the  cost 
of  which,  with  machinery,  will  be  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  'I'he  diameter  of  the  cylin- 
ders of  these  engines  is  eighty  inches  with  nine  feet 
stroke.  She  will  have  four  wrought  iron  boilers  with 
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iron  sijalis  and  cranks,  as  well  as  iron  water  wheel?.’ 
The  bed-plate  for  this  steanaer,  which  was  cast  ast 
jweek  by  Messrs.  Secor  & Co.  of  N.  York,  was,  "fTie 
largest  and  heavest  work  of  the  kind  ever  perfornad 
in  the  United  States,  weighing  forty-three  thousand 
pounds  of  metal.” 

Inland  Seas. — Col  Benton  seldom  loses  an  oppor 
iunily  to  attack  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  makes  no  conceal- 
ment of  his  dislike  towards  that  gentleman.  Recent- 
Ip,  at  Jefi'erson  city,  Missouri,  the  senator  delivered 
an  elaborate  speech,  form  which  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing passages: 

' Col.  B.  had  long  been  an  advocate  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  great  western  rivers  Above  twenty 
years  ago,  and  when  fresher  from  the  classics  and 
from  hi.?  Roman  reading  than  at  present,  he  had 
ehaiacleri-ed  the  Mississippi  in  the  senate  as  the 
Romans  did  their  Mediterranean  sea.  Mare  nostrum 
was  the  term  he  applieu  to  it,  in  allusion  to  the  sea 
which  divided  the  earth  in  the  middle,  and  saw  one 
flag  wave  over  it  all.  The  Mississippi,  like  the  sea, 
divided  our  land  in  the  middle,  and  with  the  help  of 
steam  and  its  tributaries,  aBbrded  as  much  i avi^a- 

lJUli  09  tho  IMtoditcrroricony  oitd  oollcdcU  dll  its  wd> 

ters,  and  rolled  all  its  floods,  under  the  single  flag  ot 
the  American  Union.  He  called  it  our  sea,  but 
without  the  slightest  suspicion  that  he  was  ni  iking 
it  into  a sea,  or  alteriag  a clause  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

A short  time  ago  a convention — be  believed  it  was 
called  a river  convention — assembled  at  Memphis: — 
it  made  the  discovery  that  mare  nostrum  was  not  a 
mere  figure  of  speech,  but  a reality — that  what  were 
formerly  only  rivers,  bad  expanded  into  seas — -inland 
seas-— and  that  the  constitiilion,  accommodating  in 
strument,  like  that  miraculous  tent  in  the  Arabian 
Nibhts,  so  compressible  that  it  might  be  squeezed 
into  the  grasp  of  one  shut  hand,  and  so  expansible 
that  it  could  spread  over  the  whole  encampment  of 
an  oriental  army,  had  expanded  also  to  cover  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  new  seal,  and  that  now, 
these  improvemnts  were  perfectly  constitational,"in 
the  same  river,  under  the  name  of  “inland  sea,” 
which  were  perfectly  unconstitutional  under  its  oivn 
name,  or  under  the  classic  embellishment  of  mare 
noslntm,  or  the  equally  classic,,  and  still  more  ap- 
propriate title  at  the  same  time  bestowed  upon  it  of 
Res  Fluviorcm — King  of  Rivers, 

The  conslilulional  difficulty  was  solved;  but  there 
was  a praclital  difliculty.  There  were  many  rivers 
in  the  United  Stales,  and  of  many  sizes,  and  all  could 
not  be  seas.  The  pinch  was  to  assort  them;  and  the 
genius  of  the  convention  was  equal  to  the  difficulty  of 
Ihe  task.  A rule  was  given — a general  rule — nothing 
like  generalization.  It  was  laid  down,  and  accepted, 
that  where  a river  washed  three  Stales  or  more,  it 
became  a sea — and  inland  sea,  and  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  the  constitution;  and  where  not,  not.  This  was 
the  rule;  and  now  for  the  application.  Applied  to 
the  little  States  in  New  England,  and  a river  ol  three 
hundred  miles  long  became  a sea;  and  received  con- 
stitutional improvement:  applied  to  the  Great  IVesl, 
and  a river  three  thousand  miles  long,  (me  Missouri,) 
remained  only  a river.  It  was  not  sea,  by  the  rule, 
for  It  had  but  one  Slate  upon  it;  and,  coosequenlly, 
could  have  no consiitutional  improvuinciit. 

This  was  an  awkward  exemplification  of  Ihe  rule; 
hut  It  was  nut  a ease  of  despair,  and  no  hope  or  con- 
solation. There  was  a iigtii  ahead,  and  nous  verrons. 
Other  Slates  mighlgrow  up  on  ihe  Missouri;  in  fact, 
another  has  already  come  (Iowa) — and,  in  time, 
there  may  be  a third.  Then  this  great  river  which 
comes  from  the  setting  sun  and  washes  the  base  ol 
this  capitol,  and  goes  on  towards  the  rising  sun,  may 
complete  its  growlli  and  become  a sea — and  be  en- 
titled to  constitutional  inipruvement.  Col.  B.  said 
the  idea  of  the  growth  of  a river  was  not  new,  and 
not  original  to  the  Memphis  convention — only  bur- 
rowed for  the  occasion  by  that  illustrous  body,  li 
wag  an  old  idea,  and  olien  shadowed  forth  in  the 
exclamation  of  the  astonished  traveller  at  finding  a 
large  river,  like  the  Mississippi,  or  the  Missouri,  in 
a new  country — this  is  a largeriverfor  a new  counlnj 
In  this  exclauialioii  was  Uio  semiudl  cunoepuuii  u. 
the  idea  of  the  growth  of  rivers!  .so  ieiicuo,.siy  n<- 
velopcd  in  the  proceedings  ol  the  Mempnis  tunve . 
tion.  Oh  inelaphysics!  pulilical  melojiiiy  sics!  ii._ 
l;ame  shall  liciitelei Ui  n<  ivitii.pius  coineniion. 

■s  Senor  Atocha,  at  ihe  la.sl  dales  Irom  New  O 
leans,  was  in  that  city,  itie  Delta  stale--,  on  his  way 
to  Mexico,  ill  an  independent  capauiiy .” 

Prayers  for  Peace. — The  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  the  Old  Echool  Presbj  terian  As 
semdiy  at  its  recent  session  in  Ricliinond: 

Jietoivtd,  'Thai  in  the  view  oi  tne  posture  oi  ou. 
Bauonai  aflairs,  the  coutinuaiice  of  ihe  war,  and  its 


i ■ e:;  n!  rf.  - 1, ' j;  - . . ..  , 

^ \ . : ■ . ^ - -•:  ' . >-:is  an-;  ■ 

■ '■-■'nfl-.e-.  •■■■  ; — Ih;-,!  - '.i:  ? and  :::t  ' - 

U'.ii  v.  e ■■  liivpr;  ! ; nip  iiiay  he  a Sr-ee-i  t | 

I'ightPo;!?,  and  ainmf.h'.e  ■: jnsU-.'-inl  of  all  existin'^  i 
d lllicii  i I les  Willi  ; ; an  - f.a  wo  mar  hi;  i 

,'reni.iiiird  tii  enj.  - Ui- ii'  n-l.  : i u;  !n>ii,  ih  bk-,  .;ii., 
of  peace.  j 

Resolved,  That  all  and  all  oth.-r.-i  pre;:  ' 1 

ingsleaddy,  be  reqiw-'en,  to  hi-ing  tin?  subjenl 
fore  the  several  l iiuri  hp.s  in  winch  ihcv  i itiisip  ,| 
on  Ihe  second  Sabbaiti  of  June,  or  as  soiin  ' I 

it  may  be  crmvcnienl.  and  nrce  opon  oi  i-  i 
the  duty  pointed  out  in  the  ioregoing  resoiu'i;  n I 

Rumor  of  Mormon  Murders. --The  Si  Louis' 
Reveille  ol  the  27ih  iilL.,  say-:  A gentleman  fr-im  j 
Bui  linglon,  lowa,  bnng.s  nev\  s of  the  reiiii..  oi  i - o 
men  who  left  that  place  Some  time  since  wuh  a cum-  i 
pany  of  Oregon  emigrants,  who  report  that  they  j 
were  forced  to  return  by  a band  of  the  Mormo  is  ! 
who  left  Nauvoo  last  fall.  They  report  that  one  of  j 
the  emigrants  being  .sick,  was  forced  to  stop  at. 
Council  Bluffs,  that  a number  of  his  friends,  includ- 
ing the  two  who  have  returned,  remained  with  hi  i, 
designing,  as  soon  as  he  should  sufficiently  recover, 
to  hasten  forward  and  overtake  their  eompanions  — 
After  resuming  the  march,  and  being  far  beyond  the 
while  selllements,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Mor 
mons,  robbed,  and  all  murdered  except  the  two  who 
^ bring  ihe  sad  intelligence,  and  who  barely  escaped 
with  their  lives.  Nothing  is  known  of  those  in  ad- 
vance. Several  of  the  persons  murdered  were  tak- 
ing out  considerable  sums  of  money,  which  was 
made  known  to  the  Mormons  by  a brace  of  wor- 
thies, now  under  guard  at  Burlington,  who  have 
acted  as  runners  for  the  Mormons  during  the  past 
winter. 

Judge  Burnett’s  “Notes  on  the  Early  Set- 
tlement OF  THE  Northwestern  Territory,”  a 
volume  of  500  pages  published  by  Derby,  Bradley, 
& Co.,  Cincinnati,  will  be  an  exceedingly  interesting 
addition  to  historical  libraries.  Judge  Jacob  Bur 
NETT  emigrated  to  the  west  and  settled  at  Cmcinnat 
in  the  year  1796,  at  which  lime  the  white  popula- 
tion of  the  then  “The  Northwestern  Territory”  num- 
bered only  fifteen  thousand  souls.  Since  that  peri 
od,  the  sovereign  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Wisconsin,  have  each  been  formed  from  a part 
ol  said  territory,  and  now  number  in  aggregate  po- 
pulation over  lour  millions  of  people!  Cincinnati 
when  Judge  B.  located  there  was  a village  of  log 
cabins,  and  including  about  fifteen  rough,  unfinished 
frame  buildings,  with  stone  chimneys.  Not  a brick 
had  as  yet  been  seen  in  the  place  Now  it  is  a beau- 
tiful city,  challenging  the  appellation  of  “Queen  ol 
the  West,”  and  containing  a population  of  sixly 
thousand!  Mr.  Burnett  commenced  as  a young  law- 
yer, and  has  since  graced  the  bench  in  the  highest 
judicial  statiori  ol  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  represent- 
ed its  sovereignly  in  the  United  Stales  senate.  He 
has  been  constantly  identified  with  the  interests  and 
history  of  the  west,  and  has  taken  a prominent  point 
in  its  legislation.  Jew  men  now  living  liave  known 
mote  of  the  early  setllenient,  rise,  and  wonderful 
progress  of  the  “Northwestern  Territory,”  and  still 
fewer  are  qualified  as  Judge  Burnett  is,  to  furnish  a 
faithful  as  well  as  graphic  account  of  its  early  inci- 
dents. “Who  reads  an  American  book.” 

Mr.  Alexander  Vattemare  has  returned  to  this 
country  Irom  i’aris,  and  bus  brought  with  him  near 
ly  a ship  load  of  books,  historical  documents,  min- 
eralogical  specimens,  &c.,  w hich  he  is  to  exchange 
here  lor  specimens  that  will  be  novel,  acceptable 
or  valuable  to  the  people  on  the  other  side  of  the 
A llantic. 

Capture  of  an  Aileged  Slaver. — The  baik 
Chancellor,  of  New  York,  captured  Dy  the  United 
Stali-s  brig  Dolphin,  on  llie  coast  ol  Airica,  as  be- 
ing engaged  in  ihe  slave  Hade,  arnveu  alNe..  York 
on  the  lu  ll  111  cliarge  ol  Lieut.  Dulaiiy  and  a prize 
cie w,  aiiii  naviiig  also  on  ouard,  tne  captain,  two 
...ales,  aiid  six  sea...en  ol  Uie  Ciianceifor,  who  were 
.aken  III  charge  by  Deputy  Waishal  Smith.  I here 

tie  no  slaves  on  boaid  the  Cliai.celiur  at  the  time 
of  her  capiui  e,  but  cii cuinslances  ol  suspicion  exist 
f ii»ch  wan  anted,  it  is  said,  the  DoJphin  in  send- 
ing her  home. 

1 lie  pel  Suns  under  arrest,  are  Captain  James  A. 
Freeman,  ol  the  bark,  and  his  duel  mate,  Mr.  John 
Gibson.  The  second  mate  and  cievv  are  detained 
as  witnesses. 

I lie  c-xj-iess  says: — The  Chancellor  i as  found  le- 
Capu  Aiouiit,  near  the  cslauiishnieiit  ol  the  ccott 


if  i ' [iu  \,  a ' ' 

dtek,  aim  had  on  ' . p' 


I.I  S X 1 C A N TARIFF. 

OFFICIAL. 

'i'reasw>'y  department,  June  lU 

Lu\.  i . .!i. nance  ilti  your  dircc.i  . 

ex  1 dim  1 the  questions  presented  by  l ie 
o'  ■ ai , in  regard  to  Ihe  mili'ary  <•  > .'ri'ml 
ill  be  levied  in  Mexico  uiiiier  the  i n m 
gi  liuii  ns  sanctiontd  by  you  on  liie  31-' 

Iasi,  and  respectfully  recommend  ilie  iuil  - 
dihcalions,  viz: 

]'i  on  all  mdind'iiclnrc-  r■t■  crdi  in,  o.  . 
ihi-i.ed  Uh  any  ‘diicf  man  M 1 1 \ 

cd,  and  k,  in  till’,  (.n-ee,  or  ; ...  . 'c.  . o . 

ty  . .as  a military  uoiiUibution,  of  Uiniy  per  cent,  n 
vaiore.m. 

2 '.  When  goods  on  which  the  duties  are  levied 
by  weight  are  imporied  m'o  sai.i  pons  i.i  the  pack- 
age, the  duties  shall  be  collecieil  on  tlie  nell  weight 
onl.;  and  in  all  cases  an  allowance  shall  be  made 
lor  all  i.cfi.  leiicies,  leakage,  breakage,  or  damage, 
proved,  ‘ # tve  actually  occurred  during  the  voyage 
ol  i .ipririaiion,  .nd  made  known  before  the  goods  is' 

arelnu-ed. 

3.1.  'i’he  period  named  in  the  8tb  of  said  regula- 
tions, during  which  the  goods  may  remain  in  ware- 
house. belore  the  payment  of  duties,  is  extended 
from  thirty  to  ninety  days;  and  within  said  per.od 
of  ninety  days  any  portion  of  the  said  goods  on 
which  the  duties,  of  a military  contribution,  have 
been  paid,  may  be  taken,  free  of  any  further  duty 
at  any  other  port  or  porta  of  Mexico  in  our  milita- 
ry possession;  the  facts  of  the  case,  with  a parti- 
cular description  of  said  goods,  and  the  statement 
that  the  duties  thereon  have  been  paid,  being  certi- 
fied by  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  or  ports  of  re- 
shipment. 

4ih.  It  IS  intended  to  provide  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
that  all  goods  imported  during  the  war  into  any  of 
the  Mexican  ports  in  our  military  possessions  shall 
be  exempt  from  any  new  import  duty  or  confi.-ca- 
tion  by  Mexico,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  goods 
had  been  imported,  and  paid  the  import  duties  pre- 
scribed by  the  government  of  Mexico, 

Most  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  President. 


June  11,  1847. — The  modifications,  as  above  re- 
commended by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are 
approved  by  me;  and  the  secretary  of  war  and  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  will  give  the  proper  orders  to 
carry  them  into  efl’ect.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Copper  and  Silver  Mines  of  Lake  Superior. 
The  first  arrivals  Irom  Lake  Superior  have  brougi.t 
down  a number  of  individuals  who  have  during  ib- 
winter  been  prosecuting  their  works  in  the  search  o< 
mineral.  All  of  our  previous  accounts  are  noll.n 
in  comparison  to  the  accounts  now  given  ol 
mineral  wealth  of  that  region.  When  we  preui. 
ea  a short  time  since  that  this  region  wouk 
able  to  supply  the  world  with  copper  at  inui- 
pi  ice  ttiaii  Curnwall,  we  had  not  antici()ale.. 
were  large  deposites  of  silver,  rivalling  the  mines 
Mexico. 

We  yesterday  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  c.r, 
Thomas  C.  Childs,  the  agent  ol  the  British  North 
American  Mining  company,  who  is  on  his  wa>  i<> 
Monlre..!  with  several  casks  of  mineral  taken  Irom 
the  io(  ati..ii  knou  n as  the  “Prince  Location,”  and 
from  the  vein  discovered  by  Colonel  Kinzie,  the  last 
season,  on  Spar  Island,  it  has  been  traced  to  the 
main  shore,  V. here  the  specimens  now  here  wtie 
ubiameu.  t he  nunerai  is  a vein  stone  slrungly 
cljaiged  vvith  III.  lain.  Sliver.  It  is  asaocia'ed  with 
calcaneus  spar,  qiiai  Iz,  sulphate  bai)ie  and  cloud 
or  vein  stone.  - lie  sp.  ciu.tiis  oi  silver  irom  ihe- 
south  shoie  are  ci)  iiei  , but  not  ol  the  chaiacler 
ol  those  iouml  b^  Mi  Cl.ilus  on  the  i.oi  ih  shore. — 
We  have  bi  en  inioi  ii.ea  by  those  who  have  seen 
and  examined  specimens  Horn  the  celebrated  mines 
of  Duiaiigu  am.  Chihuahua,  in  Mexico,  uiai  Uiuse 
obtained  irom  Lake  Superior  have  a very  strong  re- 
semblance to  lliem.  All  Ihe  iiidii  aliens  in  that  Coun- 
try would  lead  us  lo  believe  Iheie  was  miiieial  wealth 
beyui  u caieulalion  aimosi;  rut  al  the  ^a^l.e  im.i  it 
would  not  be  amis-  lor  tlius.'  who  are  eng<>Reo  in 
niiiiio.  to  leiijtmher  that  iti.  re  is  ..  ucl.  u.  - . i .a 
iu  mines.  [Dtl.  Free  Friss. 
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.j  ;)c:roit  Advertiier  states  that  the  mineral 
.'r  ‘ard  'vas  taken  from  a point  about  30  feet 
Tr  r.ea'h  the  surface  from  a drift  carried  in  upon  the 
vein,  when  a cross  cut  18  feet  in  width  failed  to  de- 
termine the  width  between  the  walls. 

We  understand  there  was  no  little  sulTering:  among 
some  of  the  miners  who  wintered  in  the  Lake  Su- 
perior country,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions. 

Two  or  more  mining  parties  have  left  this  city 
for  the  mineral  region  since  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion, with  liberal  supplies  of  men  and  means  lor 
successful  operations.  Smelting  works  are  to  be 
immediately  erected  on  Isle  Royal. 

[ Cleveland  Herald. 

SPLENDID  ASTIIONOMIC.VL  INSTRUMENT. 

The  great  Refraction  Circle,  ordered  for  the  na- 
tional observatory  some  two  years  ago  from  the 
Messrs.  Ertel,  of  Munich,  has  arrived.  It  came  in 
eight  large  boxes,  and  is  one  of  the  most  splendid 
instrument.' — not  to  be  ustd  as  an  equatorial — in  the 
world.  It  has  an  object  glass  of  seven  inches,  with 
a focal  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  It  has 
two  circles  of  four  feet  each,  with  twelve  reading 
microscopes.  It  is  so  constructed  that  it  is  its  own 
collimator;  and  its  eye  pieces,  of  the  highest  power, 
are  collimating  eye  pieces.  It  has  a collimator, 
also,  through  the  axis  of  rotation.  It  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  reversing  readily  between  twm  piers,  in- 
stead of  at  the  side  of  them — a most  important 
point.  Yet  so  perfect  is  the  machinery  for  revers- 
ing the  instrument  that  the  immense  weight — mote 
than  two  thousand  pounds — can  be  raised  with  the 
little  finger  In  all  its  parts  it  bears  the  marks  of 
the  most  exquisite  workmanship.  It  was  made,  to 
the  minutest  parts,  after  plans  and  drawings  fur- 
nished by  Lieut.  Maury,  superiiilcndent  of  the  na- 
tional observatory,  and  is  pronounced  by  the  makers 
to  be  the  best  and  most  perfect  instrument  that  has 
ever  come  from  their  hantls.  It  is  for  the  purpose, 
among  other  things,  of  investigating  some  of  the 
most  iiiteresimg  and  delicate  problems  in  practical 
astronomy,  viz;  parallax  of  ihe  fixed  stars,  atmos- 
pherical refractions,  and  the  eH'ect  of  the  moon 
Upon  the  plumb  line.  We  understand  the  duties 
upon  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  $2,500. 

[Union. 

GEN.  TAVLOR's  letter  TO  COV.  LINCOLN. 

Headquarlara  Army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  May  9,  1847. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tlie  4th  ultimo,  in  relation  to 
the  remains  and  effects  of  your  mucii  lamented  son, 
Capt.  George  Lineoln,  has  safely  reached  me.  1 beg 
leave  to  offer  my  heartfelt  sympathies  witli  you  in  the 
death  of  this  accomplished  geiilleinan.  In  liis  fall  you 
have  been  bereaved  of  a son  of  whom  you  might  be 
most  justly  proud,  while  the  army  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  gallant  soldiers.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
your  deep  grief  will  be  assuaged  in  some  degree  in 
the  proud  reflection  that  he  fell  nobly  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  while  gallantly  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  profession. 

I learn,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  body  of  your  son 
was  carefully  removed  from  the  field  immediately 
after  his  death,  and  that  it  was  decently  interred 
by  itself.  Its  identity  is,  therefore,  a matter  of  cer- 
tainly. Ills  effects  are  understood  to  have  been  col- 
lected with  due  care,  and  are  now  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Gen.  Wool. 

1 shall  lake  an  early  occasion  to  convey  your 
wishes  on  this  subject  to  that  olficer,  with  the  re- 
quest that  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  pul  the  remains 
and  effect.',  carefully  prepared  lor  transportation, 
en  route  for  New  ifork  or  Boston,  by  the  first  safe 
opportunity,  and  that  he  give  you,  at  the  same  time, 
due  notice  thereof. 

1 am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yourob’t  serv't, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Army. 

Gov.  Levi  Lincoln,  VVorcesler,  Mass. 

The  Western  Borders. — Tlie  Mormons  are  re- 
.iieseiitpil  to  tiave  gone  into  farming  on  a large  scale 
at  Ihe  Council  Bluffs.  They  have  erected  a subst.m- 
ual  gn>l  mill  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  keep 
it  employed  in  grinding  grain,  which  they  have  pur- 
chaicU  in  the  seulomeiils  below  Uieir  locality.  'I'tie 
greater  part  oi  them  are  said  to  be  very  destitute, 
being  dev(  id  of  almost  all  the  necessaries  of  life; 
and  the  scurvy,  and  other  sickness  which  their  coii- 
(iiiiun  is  calculated  to  produce,  was  prevailing  among 
them  to  a severs  extent. 

Liberia. — The  schooner  Mary  Wilkes  which  sail- 
ed some  lime  since  from  New  Orleans,  with  colored 
tmigrarils,  returned  to  that  port  from  Monrovia 
bringing  dales  to  the  27ih  of  March.  Governor 
Robeits  writes  by  her  that  liio  emigrants,  except 


one  old  man,  arrived  in  health,  and  were  well  pleas- 
ed with  their  passage  out,  and  their  reception  at  Li- 
beria, and  so  far  as  he  is  apprised,  satisfied  with 
their  future  prospects.  He  is  much  pleased  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  went  out  in  the  Mary 
Wilkes. 

Progress  tmoards  Independent  Sovereignty. 

Monrovia.  Liberia,  March  24,  1847. 

Dear  Sir:  During  Ihe  last  year  very  considera- 
ble improvement  has  been  made  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  wliich,  in  Liberia,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  is  the  best  road  to  wealth 
and  independence.  'J’he  progress  in  this  branch  of 
industry,  ailhongh  not  as  great  as  it  ouglit  to  liave 
been,  evinces  a spirit  of  perseverance  and  of  self- 
reliance  which,  at  the  present  ciisis  in  tlie  iiislory 
of  this  infant  conimonweallh,  is  perfiaps  more  ne- 
cessary than  during  any  former  period,  excepting, 
of  course,  the  few  years  immediately  succeeding 
the  founding  of  the  colony,  by  a handful  of  undaunt- 
ed spirits,  amidst  the  war-cries  of  surrounuiiig  sa- 
vage hordes,  w ho  seemed  determined  to  extermi- 
nate the  lillie  germ  from  wliich  lias  since  grown  up 
a tree,  still  young,  but  vigorous — its  limbs  slill  en- 
larging and  spreading,  and  inviting  the  descendants 
of  its  former  enemies  to  come  and  repose  in  its  re- 
freshing shade — to  pluck  from  its  boughs  the  fruit  of  j 
civilization  and  Christianity — the  tree  of  liberty  on 
the  Western  Coast  of  Africa. 

You  will  doubtless  have  seen  before  ilie  arrival  of 
this  lellcr.  statements  of  the  action  winch  the  cili- 
zens  of  Liberia  have  taken  in  reference  to  a formal 
declaration  of  sovereignly  and  independence.  Wiie- 
ther  the  little  ship  of  state  will  be  able  to  keep  her 
course,  and  glide  safely  and  securely  over  the  tur- 
bulent billows  of  political  independence,  is  a mat- 
ter which  is  yet  to  be  delernriined.  Allhougli  1 am 
sometimes  fearful  that  unsuspected  breakers  may  be 
in  her  course,  and  unseen  difficulties  may  arise  to 
impede  her  progress,  if  not  to  swamp  her  amidst  the 
rolling  surge  of  ambition  and  anarchy;  yet  I tiope 
tliat  the  same  watchful  providence  may  be  over  her, 
whiclilias  almost  miraculou.sly  interposed  in  tiie 
preservation  of  the  colony,  from  its  eailiesl  epoch 
to  the  present  hour. 

At  an  election  which  was  held  last  monlli  eleven 
delegates  were  chosen  to  represent  the  people  in  a 
national  convention,  to  be  held  in  July  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a new  constitulioii,  and  making 
other  necessary  arrangements,  preparatory  to  a for- 
mal declaration  to  the  world  of  the  sovereignly  and 
independence  of  the  Slate  or  Republic  of  Liberia. 
A governor  or  president  will  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple in  October  or  November,  and  the  new  govern- 
ment will  go  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1848. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  LUGENBEEL. 

Contract  for  Flannels  for  the  Navy. — The 
Richmond  pajiers  stale  llial  the  Virginia  vyoollen 
and  cotton  factory  of  Richmond  lias  obtained  Ihe 
contract  for  supply  ing  the  navy  with  flannels  for  two 
years. 

The  Copper  Mining  Region — .1  summer  excur- 
sion.— The  disiant  and  hitherto  almost  unknown  por- 
tion of  our  country  is  recommended  by  a physician  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute as  a most  delightful  region  for  an  excursion  by 
the  invalid  or  those  wearied  with  city  life.  Six  weeks 
or  two  months  spent  in  making  the  trip  and  residing 
there  are  considered  by  lliis  w riter  as  worth  a dozen 
Cape  May  or  Nalianl  visits.  Far  oil  in  that  region 
on  a point  of  land  that  stretches  a long  distance  into 
tiie  bosom  of  Lake  Supeno:-,  is  a spot  of  rare  salu- 
brity. Dr.  Pettit,  who  resided  there  with  his  family 
for  fourteen  monllis,  describes  it  in  tlisse  w ords:  — 
“The  climate  is  exceedingly  salubrious  and  restora- 
tive lo  invalids.  I know  of  no  spot  on  the  globe  to 
which  I would  sooner  recommend  Itie  impaired 
corisliiuiion  lo  go  w ith  prospect  of  relief.  Not  only 
for  a few  weeks  or  moiiltis,  would  it  be  profitable, 
but  in  chronic  cases,  even  a year  or  more  spent  in 
the  bracing  cliiiiale  oi  Point  Kewaweiion,  in  Lake 
Superior,  would  be  a safe  course.  Of  the  seventy 
persons  under  my  cliarge  during  the  lime  that  1 re- 
sided there,  one  w as  seldom  lieard  to  cough.  The 
sickly  recruited  and  the  feeble  grew  strong.” 

The  Itiermometer  ranged  there  dining  tiie  moiilh 
of  January  of  1846,  at  2U°  Fahrenheit,  and  some- 
times it  rose  lo  40®.  Tlie  amount  of  snow  Ural  fell 
was  between  16  and  20  feet,  as  the  earlli  never  freezes, 
It  seldom  attained  a depth  of  more  than  from  three 
lo  five  feet. 

A portion  of  this  tract  of  land  on  tlie  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  belongs  to  the  slai . of  Michigan. — 
It  vvas  assigned  to  that  slate  by  llic  United  States 
in  the  settlement  of  the  Toledo  war  question  with 
Oliio,  and  is  the  scene  of  the  chiel  mining  adven- 
tuiers. 


“To  visit  that  country,  it  requires  an  expense  of 
time  and  money  very  near  as  follows;  trip'out: 

From  Phiiadelpiiia  to  New 

York  1 day,  $4  board  extra. 

“ New  York  to  Albany  1 “ 2 “ 

“ Albany  lo  Buffalo  1 “ 6 “ 

“ Buffalo  lo  Detroit  1 “ 6 and  found. 

“ Detroit  to  Sault  Sle 

Marie  2 “ 10  “ 

“ Sault  Sle  Marie  lo 

Cliff  mine  landing  llo2days6  “ 


7 lo  8 days  $34 

Tiiijs  requiring,  besides  expenses  at  stoppitig 
[daces,  about  $34,  ami  say  eight  days  more  or  less, 
loss  time,  in  going  out  lo  Cupper  h.irbor.  Eagle  har- 
bor, or  Clift'  mine  landing,  at  all  of  wliich  places 
reasonable  accommodations,  for  so  new  a settiemenl, 
may  be  liad.  The  transit  is  by  steam  tlie  entire  trip, 
except  tliree  fourths  of  a mile  at  Ihe  beautiful  ra- 
pids of  Saul  Sle  Marie.  As  a healthful  pleasure 
excursion,  I know  of  none  Itiat  equals  it.  [The 
route  via  Pittsburg  and  Cleveland  is  shorter,  and 
cheaper:  but  includes  about  120  miles  of  stagecoach 
fare,  which  to  some  is  objectionable.] 


INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

War  parties — The  Sioux,  Pawnees,  Oloes,  and 
Omahas,  are  consiaiilly  raising  war  parties  lo  molest 
e.ach  other.  On  the  2G'ti  ultimo  a party  of  seven 
Sioux  came  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Otoes, 
and  laid  in  ambush  near  a field  which  the  Oloes  had 
prepared  for  tlie  plant  ng  of  corn.  They  fired  upon 
three  sqiiaw's  who  were  going  towards  the  field,  and 
killed  two  of  them — the  ctiier  squaw  escaped  and 
gave  the  alarm.  The  warriors  pursued  the  Sioux, 
and  chased  them  into  an  extensive  weed  brake. — 
The  Oloes  surrounded  the  brake,  and  then  set  it  on 
fire;  and  as  the  Sioux  were  driven  out  by  the 
flames,  they  were  all  killed  by  llie  infuriated  Otoes. 
This  state  of  liostiliiies  tias  existed  for  several 
months. 

Wyoming  Captive. — The  vvife  of  an  Indian  chief, 
say.s  the  Home  Journal,  (whose  remarkable  history 
we  once  examined  by  aid  of  family  records,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  of  it  a connected  narrative,)  died 
recently  in  Indiana  Sue  was  the  sister  of  one  of 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Wilkesbarre,  Mr. 
Slocum,  and  was  taken  capiive  by  the  Delawares 
wtien  a child,  and  passed  her  life  among  them.  Her 
daughler,  we  see  by  the  same  paper  which  an- 
nounces lier  deatli,  died  four  days  alter  her.  She 
(the  daughter)  was  named  Kekeuakushawa,  and  v/as 
ihe  wife  of  “Captain  BronilU-He,”  one  of  ihe  Dela- 
wares. ill  tlie  Witkeihurre  Advocate,  wliere  we  find 
the  mention  of  tiie  two  rlealhs,  is  the  following  brief 
outline  of  tlie  life  ol  the  cafilive.  It  will  doubtless 
be  tile  tilt  me  of  some  fuluie  novelist,  but  Ihe  verila- 
ble  memoir  should  first  be  given  to  liie  world  by  one 
of  the  f.imily. 

Tlie  obituary  says: — “From  Ihe  period  of  her  cap- 
ture dow  n lo  her  death,  tlie  events  ol  her  history 
are  so  remarkable  tiiat  triilli  seems  stranger  than 
fiction.  Her  youth,  adoption  into  the  family  of  an 
Indian  chief,  her  inarnage,  loyally,  costume,  man- 
ners, and  long  undiscovered  capliv ity,  would  seem 
the  fruits  of  some  w ild  imagination,  and  not  the  sober 
realilies  of  Irulh,  so  iiiiich  so,  that  when  a literary 
ge,  llemaii  w as  solicited  to  write  tier  biography,  him- 
self a poet,  upon  examinalioii,  he  respectfully  declin- 
ed, oil  the  ground  that  itie  public  would  attribute  to 
Ills  fancy  what  in  fact  were  realilies.  Truly  are  the 
ways  ol  providence  inysierioiis!  and  in  the  lives  of  a 
few  are  they  mote  strikingly  displayed.  Born  of 
Chi'isliaii  paielils,  ami  in  ihe  midst  of  civilized  soci- 
ty  , she  was  suddenly  snatched  away  to  live  for  sixty- 
nine  years  in  Indian  darkness,  and  repose  lier  bones 
in  distant  lands. 

“Slie  was  born  in  March,  1773,  in  tlie  lownship 
of  Warwick,  Kliode  Island,  and  emigrated  with  her 
parents  lo  Wyoming  Valley  , Pa.,  in  1778.  The  val- 
ley tlien  was  a dense  wilderness,  excepting  a few 
cullivated  spots  iiear  the  river,  where  the  Indian  or 
the  early  settler  jilanted  his  corn  and  reared  his  wig- 
wam. Tlie  family  tiad  been  here  but  a brief  time 
before  tlie  Indians  made  a descent  from  a hill  above 
the  present  site  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  brutally  mur- 
dered tier  fallier,  graiidiallier,  and  wounded  her  elder 
brollier.  Shoi  tiy  allerwarris  she  was  taken  a cap- 
tive by  a band  of  Delawares,  torn  from  lier  mother, 
brother.',  and  sisters,  and  carried  away  whither  they 
knew  not,  and  dependent  alone  upon  the  icy  charily 
of  savage  hearts.  Her  story  thereafter  is  familiar 
to  all,  more  particularly  her  subsequent  discovery 
and  revelation  to  the  few  remaining  members  of  htr 
family.  She  w'as  found  a widow,  having  been  twice 
married,  on  the  banks  of  a lovely  stream  which 
1 flows  into  the  Wabash,  in  ths  northern  part  of  In- 
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diana.  in  the  quiet  possession  of  a larjje  tract  of  land, 
with  all  the  necessaries  of  life  and  many  of  its  lux 
uries,  her  family  composer!  of  two  daughters  and 
numerous  grand  children,  and  deeply  together  en 
joying  the  pleasures  of  domestic  life.  When  she 
became  cognizant  of  her  brothers,  she  was  exceed- 
ingly delighted,  and  embraced  and  receired  them 
with  all  the  fondness  of  a heart  that  was  educated 
in  refined  society,  although  her  manners  and  cos- 
tume were  those  of  the  Indians.  Yet  there  was  at 
all  times  something  which  shone  out  resplendciit 
above  those  with  whom  she  lived,  and  in  whose  so 
ciety  she  mingled.  There  was  taste  and  neatness 
displayed  in  her  household,  and  economv  in  gather- 
ing the  fruits  of  tlie  season  which  the  reckless  In- 
dian, dependent  upon  the  chase  had  not,  so  that 
plenty  always  covered  her  board,  and  the  improvi- 
dences of  a savage  life  never  afifecled  her.  She  ga- 
thered around  her  the  respect  of  the  whole  reserve 
where  she  lived,  and  far  and  wide,  from  her  amcni 
ty  of  manners  and  generosity  of  disposition,  was 
alike  admired  by  the  red  and  the  while  man. — 
She  was  buried  on  the  beautiful  knoll  near  the 
confluence  of  the  Mississinewa  with  the  Wabash,  a 
chosen  spot  where  she  had  resided  for  the  last  thirty 
years.’* 

We  should  add  here  that  the  account  given  to  us 
by  Mr.  Slocum  of  his  discovery  of  the  existence  of 
hiS  long  lost  sister,  his  journey  to  the  west,  and  his 
reception  by  her  in  the  midst  of  her  tribe,  was  one 
of  the  mo.st  interesting  narratives  we  ever  listened 
to.  He  has  recorded  it,  we  trust,  with  his  own  hand, 
for  no  authorship  could  do  it  half  so  truly  and  effec- 
tively. 

ARMY  JOURKAL. 

Requisition  for  volunteers  from  Illinois.  The  war 
department  has  called  upon  the  governor  of  Illinois 
for  an  additional  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry,  and 
one  company  of  mounted  men.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  regiment  of  infantry  and  the  mounted  company 
recently  called  from  that  state,  for  which  the  governor 
issued  his  proclamation  on  the  29th  April,  and  on  the 
8th  May,  four  companies  more  than  were  required 
had  reported  themselves  ready  for  the  field: 

From  Schuyler  county,  (cavalry,)  Capt.  A.  Dunlap, 
Bond  do  (infantry)  Thos.  Bond, 
Marion  do  do  C.  Turner, 
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Williamson  do 
Brown  do 

St.  Clair  do 
Cook  do 

La  Salle  do 

Williamson  do 

Shelby  do 

Pike  do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


J.  Cunningham, 
E.  B.  Newby. 

G.  W.  Cook, 

■: Kerney, 

H.  J.  Reed, 

Jas.  Hampton, 
R.  Madison, 

J.  B.  Donaldson, 


Four  companies,  one  from  Alton,  Captain  Wheeler; 
one  from  Edwardsville,  Capi.  Niles;  one  from  Vanda- 
lia,  Captain  Lee;  and  one  from,  Green,  Capt.  Bristow, 
were  reported  but  a few  hours  after  the  requi-sition 
was  filled. 

Col.  James  S.  McIntosh,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  who 
was  severely  wounded  m the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  left  Savannah  on  the  5th  instant  for  Mexico, 
to  resume  his  duties.  One  of  his  arms  is  yet  almost 
useless  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds.  A few  days 
before  his  departure  the  splendid  sword  awarded  to 
him  by  the  citizens  of  Savannah,  for  his  gallantry, 
was  presented  to  him,  conformably  to  his  wishes,  in  a 
private  manner. 

Appointment.  Capt.  Weightman,  of  the  volunteer 
artillery  in  New  Mexico,  who  behaved  so  gallantly 
in  Doniphan’s  battle  with  the  Mexicans,  and  who  is 
the  son  of  General  Robert  Weightman  of  Washing- 
ton city,  has  been  appointed  as  Major  in  the  regular 
army  for  his  gallantry.  He  received  his  military  edu- 
cation at  West  Point. 

Gen.  Butler.  It  is  said  that  General  Butler  intends 
to  have  an  operation  performed  on  his  leg.  The  mus- 
cle has  grown  to  the  bone,  and  renders  him  a crip- 
ple. He  intends  to  have  it  separated  from  the  bone. 
The  wound  gives  him,  at  times,  inexpressible  agony. 


On  board  the  Gen.  P-  tiersor  "rr 
Col.  M’Kee,  Lieut.  Col.  Clav.  Cm  ts, 
coin,  Lieut.  Powell,  Ajt.  Vaur'  an 
Trotter,  from  the  battle  grotird  of  I >'P’  " ''1 
hope  due  honors  wall  be  paid  to  the  s'  ^ 
mains  on  their  way  through  this  city.  [.A’ 

Mississippi  troops  arrived.  On  Pa'ni'dav  morning 
companies  F,  K and  I,  of  the  1st  Mississir-pi  rp^i 
ment  arrived  in  the  sch.  P.  B.  Savry,  from  Brazf'v 
St.  Jago.  These  companies  are  commanded  bv  Tap- 
tains  Delaye,  Taylor  and  Rogers.  T!;e  Savoy  leftthe 
Brazos  bn  the  30th  ult. 

The  brig  Forrest  arrived  }'estei’day  from  the  Brazos, 
bringing  five  more  companies  of  the  1st  regiment 
Mississippi  volunteers,  company  A,  Capt.  Sharp;  com- 
pany B,  Capt.  Cooper;  company  C,  Capt.  Willis;  com- 
pany E,  Lieut.  Fletcher,  commanding;  company  PI, 
Capt.  Clendenning  and  Col.  Jefferson  Davis,,  number- 
ing 185  men  rank  and  file. 

Troops.  The  steamer  Arkansas  No.  4,  Captain 
Beatty,  from  Little  Rock,  brought  down  Capt  Woods, 
with  company  C,  12th  regiment  U.  S.  Infantry,  from 
fnrt  Smith-  [W.  O.  Times,  June  7. 

The  steamship  Fashion  left  Vera  Cruz  30th  ult.  and 
reached  N.  Orleans  on  the  3d  inst.  with  Lieut.  Murray, 
company  E,  2d  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers; 
Lieut.  L.  H.  Kane,  company  D,  1st  regiment  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers;  Lieut.  W.  Gregg,  11th  regiment 
regulars;  Lieut.  Fellnagle,  1st  regiment,  Pennsylvania 
volunteers;  James  Johnson,  quartermaster’s  sergeant, 
2d  regiment  Pennsvlvania  volunteers,  and  about  forty 
discharged  volunteers,  many  of  them  wounded  and 
very  sick. 

The  ship  Zenobia  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  from  New 
York  on  the  28th  ult.,  having  on  board  193  troops 
principally  of  the  4th  and  5th  infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt  J.  H.  Whipple,  of  the  5th,  1st,  Lieut. 
H.  Price  of  the  4th  infantry,  and  2d  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Lendrum  of  the  3d  infantry.  Fourteen  of  the  men, 
were  recruits  for  several  regiments. 

Return  of  Volunteers.  The  bark  Wm.  Ivy,  Hoff- 
man, which  arrived  yesterday  from  Brazos  Santiago, 
brought  the  following  passengers: 

Colonel  Mitchell,  of  2d  Mi.ssouri  regiment;  Lieut. 
Walker,  Missouri  light  artillery;  Lieut.  Hinton,  1st 
Missouri  regiment;  Capts.  Doherty,  Turpin  and  Moss; 
1st  Lieuts.  Kenard  and  Hobson;  2d  Lieuts.  Ball,  Cole- 
man, Moss,  Neapier,  Flood,  and  Barbee;  Ass’t.  Surg. 
Mayo,  and  three  companies  of  the  2d  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  197  rank  and  file,  all  in  good  health. 

[JF.  O.  Picayune,  June  8. 

Arrival  of  troops.  The  steamer  Wave,  Captain 
Harris,  from  Eastport,  which  arrived  yesterday, 
brought  Capt.  H.  H.  Higgins,  IJeut.  Ripley,  Ass’t. 
Surg.  Malone,  with  company  F,  13th  regiment  U.  S. 
infantry,  consisting  of  51  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates.  [Ibid. 

Arrival  of  troops.  The  steamer  Jamestown,  Capt. 
Whitten,  from  Cincinnati,  which  arrived  yesterday, 
brought  down  Capt.  E.  Bogardus,  and  Lieuts.  Smith, 
Murray  and  Martin,  with  company  E,  14th  regiment, 
numbering  85  men.  The  steamer  Die  Vernon,  Capt. 
Stally,  also  arrived  yesterday  from  Cincinnati,  with 
two  companies  of  the  1 5th  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Howard,  and  one  company  of  the  2d 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Cosey — num- 
bering in  all  331  rank  and  file.  The  steamer  Star 
Spangled  Banner,  Capt.  Pierce,  from  Cincinnati, 
brought  down  Capt.  Chase,  and  Lieuts.  Goodlove  and 
Wilie,  with  90  men  of  the  15th  regiment — and  the 
steamer  Caroline,  from  Cincinnati,  with  250  recruits 
for  the  new  regiments,  arrived  last  night. 

[W.  0 Picayune,  May  30. 

Departure  of  troops.  I’he  ship  Russia,  Captain 
Rantiford,  and  the  ship  Southport,  Captain  Griffith, 
sailed  last  night  for  Vera  Cruz.  They  take  down  Col. 
Joshua  Howard  and  Capts.  Vandeventer,  Jones, 
Hoagland,  Quarles,  Chase  and  Towl,  with  600  men. 
The  steamship  Mary  Kingsland,  Capt.  Davis,  with 


7 nnesHi  y.lx'vlctrs.  I i prim  i|  s' j rrtu 
firs'  Tfniessee  vrluntee’  regitnenl  reaebtd  f ■ - ' 

Ti  ■ isi’ay  at  d Fi  iday  w . t k.  hi  \ wen  re.  i 
Hip  (itizer.s  w ii!  iven  j i.'h';>'  ' ' 'ills’  ' ■' 
siness  was  siis)  tided  dir. tig  he  reieptin,  aue 
people  turned  out  en  merse  and  escorted  them  fri  t, 
the  heat  to  the  n arket  liouse,  w here  they  were  wel- 
comed home  by  Major  R.  B.  Turner.  During  the 
evening  the  rejoicing  was  kept  up  by  a torch-light 
procession,  firing  of  salutes,  &c. 

The  Louisville  Legion  of  Volunteers,  returning  fron 
the  wars,  (their  term  having  expired,)  arrived 
home  on  Tuesday  morning  last.  The  citizens  o" 
Louisville  had  gotten  up  a grand  parade  to  receive 
the  brave  fellows;  but  it  would’t  do,  the  moment  the 
boats  touched  the  wharf  all  hands  jumped  on  shore 
and  “broke”  for  home,  to  see  their  sweathearts  and 
wives.  [Cincinnati  Atlas. 
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Sword  to  Col.  Belknap.  A sword  has  been  made  lor  ■ Lieut.  Scull  of  the  7th  infantry;  W.  Hammond  and  G. 
the  citizens  of  Newburg,  (N.  Y.)  to  he  presented  to  W.  Armstrong,  Paymaster’s  clerks;  Layman  Gill, 


Col.  Belknap,  who  is  a native  of  that  town.  It  is  a 
magnificent  article. 

Major  Hammond,  Paymaster  U.  S.  A.  died  on  the 
passage  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  was  buried  at  Brazos  on 
the  4th  inst. 

Military  movements.  Schs.  Gen.  Patterson  and  Wm. 
Ryan,  arrived  on  Saturday  from  tlie  Brazos,  v\  ith 
five  companies  2d  Kentucky  volunteers  under  Cap- 
tains Thompson,  Joiner,  Fry,  Cutter,  and  Harvey,  and 
280  rank  and  file. 


Esq.,  who  goes  for  the  remains  of  Lieut.  Gill,  of  Ten- 
nessee. who  fell  at  Cerro  Gordo,  and  150  teamsters 
and  a like  number  of  horses  on  board,  also  sailed  last 
night  for  Vera  Cruz. 

The  bark  Jubilee,  Capt.  Harman,  sailed  for  the  Bra- 
zos, having  on  board,  Capt.  C.  P.  Smith,  with  200  met 
of  the  16th  infantry  and  a detachment  of  the  2d  Dra- 
goons. [Ibid. 

Military  mevemente.  Company  F.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Mac- 
lay,  8th  infantry,  90  men;  company  G,  Capt.  Larkin 


New  Hampshire.. — Election  for  governor — The  offi- 
cial vote,  ascertained  on  the  meeting  of  the  legislaj 
ture,  stood  as  follows: 

Jared  W.  Williams  (adm.)  30,806 

Scattering  54 

Berry  (abol.)  8 531 

Colby  (whig)  21,109—29,694 

Williams’  majority  1,112 

The  Legislature  assembled  at  Concord  on  the  2d 

June. 

The  Senate — Eight  members  elect  appeared,  and 
organized  by  choosing  Hekrt  Hibbard,  esq.,  (adm.) 
for  president,  John  H.  George  for  clerk,  each  of 
them  receiving  seven  out  of  the  eight  votes  given. — 
An  additional  member  afterwards  appeared,  and 
there  were  three  vacancies. 

The  House. — Two  hundred  and  eighty  two  mem- 
bers elect,  appeared  of  the  285  names  on  the  roll. — 
The  governor  and  council  came  in  and  the  attending 
membeis  having  qualified,  took  their  seats. 

For  Speaker,  two  ballotings  were  had.  On  the 
first  ballot  Moses  Norris,  jr.,  (adm.)  had  138,  Mo- 
ses Norris  6,  Asa  Fowler  had  134,  and  there  were  4 
scattering  voles — no  choice.  On  the  second  ballot 
Moses  Norris,  Jr.,  received  148  voles,  and  was  elect- 
ed. Asa  Fowler  133,  and  2 scattering. 

The  jr.  H.  Patriot  says,  this  ballot  indicates  that 
the  ‘democrats’  have  in  the  house,  a certain  reliable 
majority  of  ten.  It  classifies  the  three  absent  mem- 
bers with  the  opposition,  but  we  notice  that  in  choos- 
ing a chief  clerk,  Rai.f  E.  Tenney,  (dem.)  received 
156  votes,  Timothy  Abbott  128,  Baydon  1,  and  7 
blanks.  And  also  on  proceeding  to  fill  the  vacancy 
in  the  9th  senatorial  district,  F.  Boyden,  (dem.)  re- 
ceived 156.  and  T.  Abbott  127  vetes. 

In  the  afternoon  the  two  houses  met  in  joint  con- 
vention. The  governor,  Colby,  attended  by  the 
council,  came  in  with  the  hoii.  Jared  W.  Williams, 
governor  elect. 

Governor  Colby  then  addressed  the  convention: 

“One  year  since,  1 was  called  to  the  place  where 
I now  stand,  to  lake  upon  me  she  responsibilities  of 
a high  and  honorable  office,  the  duties  of  which  I 
fell  inadequate  to  perform.  The  year  has  past  away, 
and  with  it  Iho  deep  feeling  of  anxiety  with  which  it 
commenced.  Whether  the  duties  of  the  office  have 
been  performed  well  or  ill  is  not  a question  for  me 
to  seltie;  but  1 can  truly  say  that  1 meet  the  close 
with  a cheerful  heart,  and  what  is  heller,  wiUi  an 
approving  ct  nseience  before  God.  i Jje  senliniepi^ 
or  prlncij  lis  advanced  are  now  a mallei  of  I'  coiJ. 
if  1 had  opporiuniny , 1 would  not  change  or  ehliler. 
ale  a single  3.  nteiice.  WTiat  is  wriUeii  is  « nlten 
and  there  let  it  remain  for  all  lime  to  iiMnr. 

1'  |U'rl.'n  II. g Hie  lar-l  duly  "I  ihe  otiire  f I 
the  honor  I'  iiui . .n.<  e ll.c  Hoo  Jai c d W . C ii ; 1.  s. 
goveriior  ciect,  u i.ose  si  pi-ii  i l.iieols,  early  ei  1 :i- 

tii’n,  anil  (iroftssii'i  ai  li  ' w ii  r 1 ii  li  iiini  to  susiain 
Ihe  high  digni:.'  "i  Ihe  ollie.  itr  tfian  any  man 
with  ordinary  ad  i iniiagi  s.” 

Jared  W Williams,  go\i  ri.i  r eicct,  'h 
the  oath  ot  ofliee 

Hi  n.  Hairy  liilibarii.  presio.  I le  > ' 

claiii.ed  Jared  W.  Williams,  goi  . 
lor  the  ei'Miliig  political  yeui  .'c 

wi’li  a er  py  ol  Itie  consliliilioi.  . i 
lor  his  guide. 

[Gor.  B ii/i(i»is’  ii  iiap.  I ] 

Alltr  an  i.pj  “ ( I late  u;  knon ugii  < 
ness  ol  a supti  nneinlnig  providence,  iiic  ^,0.01.',,  ; 
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proceeds  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of  llie  legis- 
lature a few  general  suggestions  relating  to  promi- 
nent inlere<ts  of  the  state. 

First — The  right  of  suffrage  and  to  preserre  the 
elective  franchise  in  its  purity. 

The  common  school  system,  “legislators  are  un- 
der a sacred  obligation  to  encourage  by  all  proper 
means  the  cause  of  popular  education,  a*  well  as  to 
inculcate  the  principles  of  morality  and  religion. — 
And  the  proper  discharge  of  these  duties  constitutes 
the  surest  basis  of  private  and  public  happiitess,  and 
the  best  security  of  free  government.” 

Provision  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  the  deaf 
and  the  dumb,  are  asked  for.  Accelerating  industry 
ky  suitable  encouragement  in  agriculture  and  in  such 
primary  pursuits  of  society  as  are  the  foundation  of 
our  prosperity. 

The  militia,  “should  become  a cardinal  object  of 
legislation;  a well  regulated  militia,  in  the  language 
of  our  constitution,  'is  the  proper,  natural  and  sure 
defence  of  a state.’  .4nd  the  spirit  is  recreant  to 
the  sacred  instrument,  and  to  the  requirements  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Union,  which  seeks  to  dis- 
band our  militia  or  derogate  from  an  instilutioii 
identified  with  the  honor  and  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try. In  a republic,  a well  organized  and  disciplined 
militia  infuses  a necessary  military  spirit  among  the 
people;  gives  systematic  and  efUcient  direction  to 
Ibeir  physical  force  and  makes  their  citizen  soldiers 
capable  of  resisting  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  of 
repelling  invasion.” 

Corporations,  the  governor  says,  “should  never  be 
granted  for  speculation,  or  for  the  private  advantage 
of  the  corporators.”  “In  all  legislation  there  is  an 
improper  tendency  in  favor  of  capital  rather  than 
labor,  to  the  benefit  of  the  lew  rather  than  the  ma- 
ny.” “Our  acts  of  incorporation,  as  formerly  grant- 
ed, for  railroads,  banking,  manufacturing,  and  other 
purposes,  are  found  to  contain  privileges  sufficient 
to  encourage  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  cor- 
porators and  the  investment  of  their  unemployed 
capital,  while  the  abuses  to  which  all  experience  has 
shown  them  liable,  were  efficiently  guarded  against 
by  salutary  regulations  and  restraints,  efficiently 
protecting  individual  rights,  and  securing  the  public 
confidence  in  the  utility  and  safety  of  these  corpora- 
tions. Over  corporations,  a wise  policy  gives  the 
state  only  a supervisory  care  and  authority,  leaving 
their  objects  and  operations  entirely  to  individual 
enlerpnze  and  private  capital.  In  the  magnificent 
enlerpnze,  however,  of  connecting  the  lakes  with 
the  Atlantic  by  a continuous  line  of  railroads,  ex- 
.ending  through  our  stale,  opening  new  communica- 
->ns  and  avenues  of  improvement,  reducing  the 
jurdens  and  expenses  of  transportation,  and  increas- 
ing the  facilities  for  public  travel — all  are  deeply 
interested,  and  will  rejoice  in  the  adoption  of  proper 
measures  to  ensure  success.” 

‘ The  condition  ol  tlie  treasury  of  the  state,  and  of 
banks  and  state  prison,  wnl  -oon  aji.jear  . i 
i ts  and  be  6uuinitle.il  lor  ^..ur  in-pei..i  • iin.l  de- 

e ai'i  lull.  ” 

iitluind  Jijjiin  s nnii  the  Ciiibli  r :inry 
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i-rn.liiig  sntij>cts  ivliicti  aie  mufe  .-loperiy  | 
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jueij  t.owever,  m liie  relattiori  tvhicn  itie  stales  m 
..s  great  conl't-ileraey  iiold  to  each  other  and  to  the 
Union,  that  we  are  iniiniaiely  connected  with  and 
Mlally  interested  in  die  acts  ul  tlie  national  adiiun- 
istrati'  c.  These  am  now  justly  regarded  by  Ame- 
rica.; Hialesinen  as  'vi-e  and  patriotic,  and  greatly 
c'-iilMiniting  to  the  prosperity  and  gieat  interests  of 
onr  -luntry.  iis  great  financial  measure,  so  far  from 
desi.'oyiiig  the  currency  and  banking  inslrtulions,  as 
was  predicted,  has,  by  separating  these  inslilulions 
from  :ne  transactions  of  government,  restored  the 
li  eaemy  to  a i on.-titiitiona  adiuini.slralion  and  estab- 
'isiici.i  a sound  curiency.” 

0/ Utposite  banks. — “The  government  has  no  con- 
stitutional right  to  make  general  deposiles  in  banks 
or  10  receive  bank  paper  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Tiie  receivabilily  ol  hank  bills  for  guvenunent  dues 
imparts  to  the  bills  tlie  inlluence  and  credit  of  the 
government,  and  thus  adds  the  most  powerful  slimu- 
lous  to  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper.  By  making 
a requisition  on  the  banks  fur  specie,  gradually  ap- 
proaching to  the  amount  of  moneys  collected  and 
distributed  by  the  government,  they  will  be  admon- 
ished of  the  necessity  of  confining  their  issues  within 
reasonable  limits,  and  a specie  basis  is  furnished  on 
which  the  banks  and  the  people  rest  secure  from 
those  ruinous  revulsions  which  follow  the  alternate 
•xpansions  and  contractions  of  paper  issues;  for 
•uch  are  the  uniform  laws  of  trade  that  great  de* 
pression  must  follow  great  excitemeut  or  excessive 
■peculation.  As  much  as  business  is  increased  by 
unnatural  excilemenl  beyond  a healthy  action,  in 


the  same  ratio  will  be  its  depression  when  the  over- 
action.  ceases.” 

On  the  Tariff. — “ The  soumliiess  and  wisdom  of  the 
policy  of  the  administration  are  no  less  conspicuous 
in  its  refusal  to  tax  one  portion  of  the  people  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  and  to  impose  a tariff  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protection  merely,  or  for  any  purpose  beyond 
what  is  necessary  to  discharge  the  expenses  of  an 
economical  administration  of  the  government.  A 
revenue  raised  for  these  expenses — levied  on  foreign 
imports  which  come  in  competition  with  the  growth 
of  our  own  products  and  manufactures — is  found  to 
aSbrd  such  incidental  protection  as  is  amply  suffi 
cient  for  all  the  great  interests  of  our  country.” 
[foreign  ref  itioiis — fVar  with  Mexico.] 

Under  this  administration  our  rights  have  been 
manfully  asserted  an  1 maintained — our  resources  and 
means  of  national  security  and  defence  augmented, 
and  the  area  of  this  great  republic  and  the  blessings 
of  Christianity  and  free  government,  greatly  extend- 
ed. 

True  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  republic  of  .Mex- 
ico should  have  refused  the  Just  and  conciliatory 
terms  proffered  her  by  our  government  for  an  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  difficulties,  and  that  misguided 
counsels  should  have  instigated  her  citizens  to  invade 
our  soil,  slay  our  innocent  citizens,  and  involve  our 
country  in  war.  It  is  however,  consolatory  to  know 
that  inability  to  resist  could  atone  have  Justified  our 
government  in  longer  forbearing  to  protect  our  rights 
against  Mexican  barbarity  and  outrage.  Any  further 
surrender  would  have  furnished  proof  that  there 
was  no  limit  in  degradation  and  disgrace  to  which 
we  might  not  be  carried,  and  that  we  were  unwor- 
thy to  enjoy  the  liberty  purchased  by  the  blood  of 
our  fathers.  Our  country  fortunately  under  the 
smiles  of  heaven  has  her  destiny  in  her  own  hands. 
Though  strongly  attached  to  peace,  when  duty  re- 
quires her  to  relinquish  it,  danger  has  no  terrors  to 
deter  her  from  the  performance  of  her  sacred  obli- 
gations. 

These  obligations  have  been  clearly  delineated  in 
the  appeal  made  by  our  patriotic  presibent  to  the 
peoqle,  and  with  heartfelt  and  patriotic  feeling  they 
nobly  responded  to  the  appeal.  iStiielded  by  the  Jus- 
tice of  their  cause,  they  gallantly  rushed  to  the  bat- 
tle field,  and  by  deeds  of  invincible  valor  vanquished 
greatly  superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  vindicated 
the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country. 

So  strong,  however,  is  the  disposition  of  some  to 
detract  from  the  Justice  of  the  war  and  the  imper- 
ishable fame  acquired  by  Us  brave  officers  and  sol- 
diers, that  they  would  gladly  connect  its  objects 
with  the  extension  of  slavery. 

[On  slavery,  and  the  IVilinot  proniso  ] 

The  great  moral,  political  and  social  evils  result- 
ing from  the  institution  of  slavery,  should  be  remov- 
ed as  tar  as  possible,  without  violating  the  [irinciples 
of  the  consiilulioii.  At  the  sa.ne  time  It  is  our  ni- 
perious  duly  to  aiinle  lailhfully  by  ttie  compromises 
■ 1'  tlial  saeied  iiisiiu  eiit  and  to  i-lierish  the  Union, 
,iicn  -nrde-iiny,  li  ipes,  and  prosp -rily  rest, 
,d.  I..ai  ..tie  t..m  as  me  only  rock  of  salei). — 

-V  ij  I-  ..lUeeJ  ..p|.oseiJ  10  our  free  i.istituuoiis, 
.1]  ,iij-.;imji  to  mr  mgliest  interests  of  Uie  nation, 
n.i  nr  u y m our  ,niuneaii  issiitmions  and  to  the 
.n.'ii.ir  ai.u  olory  ol  t e cnuiilry  inquires  U'  to  use  all 
noil -laule  and  iiwl-o  means  to  [irevenl  its  further 
esteiiMoii.  I'he  mcm.ieis  of  our  last  congiss?,  from 
Itie  tree  slates  of  our  eoiiloderacy,  have  well  declar- 
ed by  their  voles  lor  what  is  termed  the  Wilmol 
proviso,  their  iixeU  and  uiiailerahte  purpose  to  op- 
pose the  furllier  extension  of  slavery  and  the  aduiis- 
sion  ol  any  more  slave  territory  to  the  Union.  This 
vote  has  giieii  form  and  subsistence  to  the  united 
desires  of  the  people  of  these  st-ates — has  made  a 
deep  lodgment  in  their  hearts,  and  Justly  received 
through  their  primary  assemblies,  their  cordial  re- 
spo..s8  and  approval.  The  proposiliori  co  .tallied  in 
tins  proviso,  embodying  as  it  does  the  determined 
VI  ill  and  true  principie.s  of  the  American  people,  af- 
fords a pledge  that  tliese  priticiples  will  be  faithfully 
carried  out  111  our  national  legislation,  wliicli  must 
give  joy  to  every  friend  of  the  Union  and  nalional 
freedom. 

The  war,  then,  in  which  we  are  engaged  may  be 
reviled  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  it  odious,  by 
those  disseminating  doctrines  111  derogation  of  the 
constitution,  and  lending  to  dissolve  the  Union;  but 
there  is  nothing  connected  with  its  prosecution  which 
can  deprive  us  of  the  inestimable  satisfaction  of  be- 
lieving, that  it  is  not  a war  of  ambition,  waged  in 
violation  of  the  rights  of  others,  but  in  maintenance 
of  our  own  rights,  and  that  if  prosecuted  with  united 
counsels,  it  will  speedily  be  followed  with  an  honor- 
able peace. 

With  the  exception  of  hostilities  with  Mexico,  our 
country  is  at  peace  with  the  world,  in  full  possession 
of  all  the  elements  of  individual  and  national  pros- 
perity and  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religi- 


ous liberty.  I’hese  privileges  are  now  peculiarly 
ours,  and  can  be  maintained  only  by  a strict  adher- 
ence to  Justice  and  the  sacred  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

In  conclusion,  be  assured  that  in  the  discharge  of 
llie  duties  assigned  us,  I have  the  cheering  hope  that 
we  shall  entertain  a due  sense  of  our  obligations  and 
high  responsibilities  to  that  Infinite  Power  on  whoso 
agency  all  human  efforts  depend  for  success. 

JARED  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Pennsylvania- — Finances. — The  business  now  do- 
ing upon  the  canals,  railroads,  and  turnpikes  of  the 
slate  far  exceeds  that  of  any  previous  season.  The 
amount  of  tolls  will  place  the  state  treasury  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  and  relievos  all  apprehension 
as  to  the  payment  of  the  ensuing  instalment  of  inter- 
est on  the  state  debt. 

State  stock. — Pennsylvania  fives  have  gone  up  to 
82a82j,  at  which  large  operations  were  effected  latt 
week. 

Philadelphia  improvements. — The  “Pennsylvanian" 
says,  that  “there  has  bean  no  period  in  the  history  of 
Philadelphia,  when  the  evidences  of  her  prosperity 
and  steady  advancement  were  so  great  and  so  appar- 
ent, even  to  the  casual  observer,  as  they  are  at  the 
present  moment.  It  seems,  indeed,  as  though,  by  a 
common  impulse,  the  utmost  energies  of  all  classes 
of  her  citizens  had  been  called  forth,  each  vieing 
with  the  other  in  their  efforts  to  add  to  the  general 
wealth.  In  every  part  of  the  city,  as  well  as  the 
adjoining  districts,  new  buildings  are  in  progress,  in- 
tended for  private  residences,  stores,  and  manufac- 
tories. Such  is  the  demand  for  dwellings  that  of  30 
buildings  in  progress  of  erection  by  an  enterprizing 
citizen  of  Spring  Garden,  23  have  b«en  already  ' 
rented,  though  they  cannot  be  completed  much  be- 
fore September.  The  same  is  the  case  also  in  Penn, 
Kensington,  and  Richmond,  Indeed,  we  were  very 
agreeably  surprised,  during  a recent  ramble  through 
these  flourishing  districts,  to  witness  the  rapid  strides 
they  are  making,  in  every  variety  of  improvement, 
and  the  unmistaUeable  evidences  of  their  increasing 
population.  The  wharves  are  crowded  with  shipping 
from  the  navy  yard  to  Richmond,  the  transportation 
lines  are  overrun  with  business,  and  even  in  the  most 
retired  quaiters  of  the  city,  the  bum  of  active  indus- 
try meets  the  ear.  These  evidences  of  enterpriza 
are  unaccompanied  by  anything  to  alarm  even  the 
most  cautious;  indeed  business  was  never  more  sound 
and  healthy,  and,  with  no  reverse,  a few  years  of 
energy  and  perseverance  will  place  our  city  in  a 
commanding  position  in  trade  and  manufactures.” 
sublenanean  cave,  of  large  dimensions,  has  been 
recently  discovered  in  the  lime  quarries  of  Mr.  John 
Kennedy,  in  Montgomery  county, 

Maryland. — The  loin,  advertized  for  by  the  com- 
missioner of  loans,  for  the  tobacco  fund  account  to 
provide  an  additional  warehouse,  was  taken  011 'the 
28Ui  .\iay,  at  i)5  per  ce-U. 

The  Maryland  coloniz  ilioii  society~J  II.  B.  Latrobe 
esq.,  pre=ident  ol  the  society,  in  accordance  with 
resolutiotis  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  society,  has 
addressed  a circular  lo  the  clergymen  throughout 
tiie  stale  asking  tlieni  to  lake  up  collections  in  their 
several  congregations  on  the  Sabbath  which  this 
y ear  lalls  upon  the  4Ui  uay  of  July,  the  anniver- 
sary of  our  Nalional  independence,  in  aid  of  the 
priilaiitliropic  objects  for  which  tiie  society  is  institu- 
ted. Tlie  circular  says  “As  colonization,  apart  from 
all  Its  political  results,  is  eminently  an  agency  in  the 
great  work  of  Christian  missions,  there  seams  a pe- 
culiar fitness  in  the  recognition,  that,  it  has  thus  been 
in  ttie  liahil  of  receiving,  in  the  churches  throughout 
the  land,  and  no  time  lor  tins  could  be  moie  appro- 
priate,  surely,  than  that,  at  which,  called  on  to  ac- 
knowledge tlie  blessings  of  a free  government  our- 
selves, our  hearts  would  naturally  dispose  us  to  aid 
the  etlort  which  was  making  to  impart  the  same  in 
Africa,  lo  those  who,  in  America,  were  freemen  in 
name  only.  I well  know  how  many  calls  for  charity 
are  made  through  the  pulpit— calls  for  objects 
which,  may  be  thought  at  first  sight,  nearer  home’ 
than  that  which  I present;  but  I feel  sure  that,  when 
you  recollect,  that  along  with  colonization  goes  the 
minister  of  Christ,  with  the  bible  in  his  hand  and 
that  there  follows  after,  all  that  is  estimable  an’d  ad- 
mirable of  humanily — and  that  there  are  many  very 
many  in  Africa,  who  look  with  interest  to  the  col- 
lections now  solicited.” 

North  Carolina. — Secretary  Mason  remarked  to 
a gentleman  in  Raleigh  that  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales  had  probably,  since  bis  entering  the 
borders  of  North  Carolina,  shaken  hands  with  ten 
thousand  persons,  but,  of  the  whole  number,  swt  one 
had  approached  him  on  the  subject  of  office.  We 
consider  this  a proud  compliment  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  integrity  of  our  good  old  stale,  whose  citi- 
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zt>ns  alwayi^  pay  just  respect  to  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  country,  but  who  care  nolhins;  for 
the  miserahle  “loaves  and  fi-hes”  which  are  disiri- 
billed  by  the  hands  of  executive  patronage. 

[Raleigh  RrgUler. 

li.LiNois. — Slate  debt- — Governor  French,  having 
aicomplished  the  object  of  his  recent  visit  to  our 
ci  y,  in  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  Illinois  bond 
holders  in  the  movement  about  to  be  made  for  the 
refunding  of  the  slate  debt,  had  returned  tu  Illinois, 
where  the  approaching  session  of  the  convention  re- 
quires his  presence.  Two  or  three  mouths  must 
elapse  before  replies  can  be  received  from  the  bond- 
holders in  Europe,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the 
governor  will  return  to  Neiv  York  to  effect  the  ex 
change  of  securities.  The  business  tact  and  effi 
ciency  of  Gov.  French  have  produced  a most  favor- 
able impression  upon  those  of  oiir  citizens  who  were 
brought  into  intercourse  with  him,  and  have  con- 
firmed the  confi  lence  to  which  the  recent  act  of  the 
Illinois  legislature  gave  rise,  that  a strenuous  and 
successful  efl'ort  is  about  to  be  made  to  retrieve  the 
financial  condition  and  establish  the  prosperity  of 
the  state.  Colonel  Oakley,  the  state  trustee  of  the 
canal,  is  still  detained  to  carry  out  arrangements  for 
dsspatching  laborers  to  that  work,  and  will  remain 
in  town  a week  longer.  [JY.  F.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Illinois  and  Michigan  canal — A meeting  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  loan, 
has  lately  been  held  in  New  York.  Resolutions 
were  passed  deprecating,  in  strong  terms,  the  non 
attendance  of  the  trustees  of  the  bondholders  along 
the  line  of  the  canal,  inasmuch  as  their  absence  has 
relarded  the  work  “some  months.”  They  also  con 
demn  the  trustees  of  the  bondholders  for  applying 
to  the  payment  of  ttieirown  salaries  an  “excessive 
amount”  beyond  any  service  rendered  by  them,  and 
requesting  a reduction  of  the  charge  to  the  amount 
allowed  to  the  trustees  of  the  state,  and  in  case  of 
refusal,  to  take  proper  measures  to  compel  them  to 
do  so. 

Kentuckt. — Judicial  appointment. — VV.  C.  Good- 
loe  lias  been  appointed  by  Governor  Owsley,  judge 
of  the  tenth  judicial  di.strici,  in  place  of  jarnes 
Simpson,  lately  appointed  judge  of  the  supreme 
court. 

Congressional  candidate. — Hon.  Jno.  VV.  Davis,  late 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  has  received 
Ihe  votes  of  five  counties  in  this  district  as  a candi- 
date for  congiess.  Some  of  the  more  ultra  men  of 
his  parly  in  other  parts  of  the  distrist  have  nominat- 
ed George  VV,  Carr.  IMr.  Davis  declined  to  be  the 
candidate  of  a divided  party. 

In  the  tenth,  or  ISIaysville,  district — Mr.  Lucius  B. 
Desha  has  been  tioiviinaled  by  the  admiuistraiion 
party.  Major  J.  P.  Gaines,  who  is  yet  a prisoner 
in  Mexico,  is  the  whig  candidate.  In  1845  Mr. 
Tibbalts,  the  late  member,  beat  Major  Gaines  232 
voles.  The  whig  convention  of  the  district  approv- 
ed of  the  nomination  of  Gcneial  Taylor  lor  Ihe  pre- 
sidency. 

Texas. — 7’he  poisoning  ujfuir. — A now  version,  and 
addilioiial  fac's  ol  tfie  iragttly  are  given  in  ihe  llouslou 
Telegraph,  which  si  des  ili.it  \V'ilkin.soii,  :u  whose  iuiuse 
the  wedding  was  held,  iia.s  eoiifessed  ihat  ho  gave  the 
arsenic  purposely,  lu  lie  mixed  in  (he  cake.i,  &c.,  and 
cau'ioiicd  the  bride  and  other  iiKunbers  of  the  family 
not  to  tat  ihereol.  He  belonged  to  itie  lUoderalor  parly, 
and  staled  that  be  took  this  opporluuiry  to  desToy  as 
many  Regulators  as  possible,  in  revenge  for  injuries  re- 
ceived of  them  by  him  and  his  friends.  The  'J'elegrapli 
adds  that  he  has  made  a tearful  atonenieiii  for  this  hor 
rid  crime,  and  lias  heard  a report  that  ttc  was  ovcriakcii 
in  bis  tliglii  by  a pariy  ol  Rcgiilaiors,  and  iiung.  Fears 
of  a bloody  feud  between  these  fuctions  are  expressed. 

Crops.— Papers  to  ilie  5th  iiist.  received  are  ail  rejoic- 
ing at  ibe  late  refreshing  rains,  glorious  fur  sugar  cane 
and  cotton  crop.". 

Volunteers. — Texas  has  now  in  the  service  a new  re 
giment  of  six  montlis’  men,  recently  organized  at  Bra- 
zos: three  companies  under  Major  Chevalin;  six  compa- 
nies under  Major  Thomas  . I.  Smith;  M’Ci  lloucli’s  com- 
pany of  Rangers,  Captain  Conner’s  company,  General 
Lamar;  and  rerhaps  some  olheis. 
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THE  MOON — TYCHO  CRATER. 

Modern  improvements  of  the  telescope  seem  to 
have  given  a new  impulse  and  interest  every  where 
to  astronomical  research.  We  have  a remarkable 
description  of  one  of  those  vast  caverns  ot  craters  in 
the  moon,  from  filty  to  sixty  miles  in  diameter,  to 
which  the  telescope  of  Lord  Rosse  has  introduced 
the  inhabitants  of  our  earth.  I’o  this  crater  the 
name  of  Tycho  has  been  given,  and  the  following 
highly  graphic  though  snmewtiat  indistinct,  account 
of  it  is  taken  from  Dr.  Nichol’s  “Contemplation  on 
the  Solar  System.” 


“Wandering  tliroiigli  a district  perhaps  the  most 
ciiaotic  in  the  moon,  where  ranges,  peaks,  round 
mountains  with  flat  lops,  are  intermingled  in  appa- 
rently inextricable  confusion;  where  there  is  no  plain 
larger  than  a common  field,  and  that  rent  by  fissures 
and  strewn  with  blocks  that  have  fallea  from  the 
overhanging  precipices,  we  decry  in  the  horizon 
whalseeras  an  immense  ridge  stretching  further  than 
the  eye  can  carry  us,  and  reflecting  the  sun’s  rays 
with  dazzling  lustre.  On  approaching  this  wall, 
through  a country  still  as  toilsome,  it  appears  not  so 
sleep,  but  to  have  an  outward  sloping,  which,  how- 
ever rough,  is  yet  practicable  to  the  strong  of  head 
and  firm  in  knee.  Ascend,  then,  oh  traveller.’ — 
.Averting  your  eyes  from  llie  burning  .sun,  and  hav- 
ing gained  the  siiainiit,  examine  the  landscape  bey- 
ond. Landscape.’  It  is  a type  for  the  most  horri- 
ble dream — a thing  to  be  thought  of  only  with  a 
shudder. 

“VVe  are  on  the  top  of  a circular  precipice,  which 
seems  to  have  enclosed  a .space  fifty-five  miles  in  di 
ameter  from  all  the  living  world  for  ever  and  ever. 
Below,  where  the  wall  casts  its  shadow,  it  is  black 
as  Orcu'=;  no  eye  can  penetrate  its  utter  gloom;  but 
where  daylight  has  touched  the  base  of  the  chasm  its 
character  is  disclosed.  Giddy  it  must  be  to  stand  on 
the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  or  the  Jungfrau,  or  Tene- 
nffe;  but  suppose  Jacques  Baimat,  wlien  he  set  the 
first  fool  oil  that  loftiest  Alpine  peak,  had  found  on  the 
other  side,  not  tlie  natural  mountain  he  hid  ascended, 
but  one  unbroken  precipice  tliirteen  thousand  feet 
deep,  below  whicti  a few  terraces  disturbed  the  utii 
formity,  and  at  some  ten  miles  distance  from  its 
base,  a chasm  deeper,  from  where  he  looked,  by 
two  thousand  feet  than  Mount  Blanc  is  elevated 
above  the  level  of  the  sea — would  even  Itie  stout 
Swiss  have  brought  home  liis  senses.’  or  rather 
would  he  have  returned  at  all,  and  not  lain  there 
to  this  hour  fascinated  as  by  ten  thousand  rattle 
snakes.’ 

“But  onwards,  and  to  the  bottom  of  this  mysteri- 
ous place!  No  foot  of  man  can  take  us  there,  so  tliat 
we  must  borrow  a wing  from  Ihe  condor.  OB',  tlien 
— down,  down,  and  arrive!  It  is,  indeed,  a terrible 
place!  Tliere  are  mounlains  in  it,  especially  a cen 
Ira!  one,  four  Itiousand  feet  liigh,and  five  or  six  con- 
centric ridges  of  nearly  the  same  height,  encircling 
the  chasm;  but  the  eye  can  rest  on  notliing  except 
that  impassable  wall,  witliout  breach,  only  with  a 
few  pinnacles  on  its  top,  towering  seventeen  thousand 
feet  aloft  on  every  side,  at  the  short  distance  of  twen- 
ty-seven miles,  and  baffling  our  escape  into  the  larger 
world.  Nothing  here  but  the  scorching  sun  and 
burning  sky;  no  rain  ever  refreshes  it,  no  cloud  ever 
shelleis  it;  only  benign  night,  willi  its  stars,  and  tlie 
liiild  lace  of  the  earth.  But  we  tarry  no  longer;  so 
o3' again,  and  rest  for  a moment  on  tlie  top  of  the 
liigliest  piiiiiacie.  Look  around  now,  and  away  from 
Tycho.  VVlial  a scent!  7 iiosc  round  liilis  with  flat 
li  ps  are  craters,  and  tlie  whole  visible  surface  is 
studded  with  them;  all  ol  less  diameter  than  7’ycho, 
but  probably  as  deep. 

“Look  yet  further.  What  are  those  dazzling 
beams,  like  liquid  silver,  passing  in  countless  multi- 
tudes away  Irom  us  along  the  wtiole  surface  of  the 
moon.’  Favorites  they  are  of  the  sun;  for  he  illu- 
iiiines  them  more  than  all  else  besides,  and  assimi- 
lates liiem  to  bis  own  burning  glory.  And  see!  they 
go  on  every  side  from  Tycho.  In  his  very  centre, 
overspreading  the  very  chasm  we  have  left,  there  is, 
now  llial  the  sun  lias  further  ascended,  a plain  of 
brilliant  light;  and  outside  the  wall,  at  this  place  at 
least,  a large  space  of  similar  splendor,  from  which 
these  rays  depart.  What  they  are  we  know  not,  but 
they  spread  over  at  least  one-third  of  the  moon’s 
w hole  surlace.  And  so  this  ehasm  wtiicli,  in  first 
rastiiiess,  we  termed  a hideous  dream,  is  bound  in- 
dis.sulubly  to  lliat  orb,  on  wliich,  when  the  heart  is 
pained,  one  lor  gs  to  look  and  be  consoled,  and 
llirough  lier  to  Ifie  beneficent  universe,  even  by  those 
Silver  though  mystic  cords.” 

I 
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TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Lord  John  Russell,  Premier  of  England,  has  an  nou  ne- 
ed that  guverrinient  iruonded  to  suspend  ibo  operation  ol 
the  Britisli  iiavigaiion  and  corn  laws  for  tiirce  months 
I longer. 

London  and  Liverpooe.  in  commerce,  Liverpool  has 
fairly  got  ahead  of  London,  although  in  J801  u had  a 
population  of  only  77,663,  and  1700  only  5,000.  The 
following  is  an  official  siatement  of  the  tonnage  cleared 
at  eacli  port  during  the  year  1815,  including  coasters: 
Liverpool.  London. 

Foreign  tonnage  980,575  tons.  756,766  tons. 
Briiish  do  1,838,449  “ 1,935,130  “ 


Tola!,  2,819,024  2,688,896 

2,688,896 

Excess  in  favor  of 
Liverpool  130,033 


In  1816.  ihe  foreign  innnage  cleared  was  ,218.273, 
Briiish  423  790;  total  642,003.  From  London  in  1816, 
foreign  246,185,  British  1,002.633.  Total,  1.219,873. 

The  declared  value  of  British  and  Irish  produce  ex- 
ported from  London,  in  1839,  was  rCI  1.586.037;  in  1S45, 
jCI  1,718,164 . From  Liverpool,  in  1839,  r£25,702,847;  in 
1843,  £28,427,767. 

Breadstuffs.  7’he  receipts  of  breadstufFs  down  the 
Hudson  river,  since  the  opening  of  tlie  river  to  ihe  even- 
ing of  the  8th  of  June,  iiisi.,  were: 

Of  flour  627,2.”9  barrels. 

Of  wheat  204.648  hushelw 

Of  corn  795,555  bushel  . 

Breadstuffs.  It  is  difficult,  say  tlie  New  York  cor- 
respondent of  the  National  Intelligencer,  for  one,  unless 
he  is  in  a position  to  witness  it,  to  realize  the  magnitude 
of  the  movements  of  flour  and  oiher  breadstuffs  since 
the  la  e calls  from  Europe  have  given  sncii  activity  to 
markets.  A single  house  in  one  town  up  the  river  for- 
warded to  tills  city  sixty  thousand  barrels  of  flour  in  o.ae 
week;  and  this  week  upwards  of  forty-three  ihouBami 
barrels  have  been  received  liere  in  one  day. 

An  avai.anche  of  breadstuffs.  A stroller  along  our 
wharves  on  Monday  would  liave  found  it  difficult  to 
credit  all  tlie  stories  afloat  of  scarcity  of  breadstuffs, 
great  demand,  and  high  prices  7’lie  basin,  for  nearly 
its  whole  length,  was  crowded  with  canal  boats,  freight, 
and  sail  vessels,  and  the  pier  and  outer  dock  were  also 
lined  with  them,  nearly  all  heavily  laden  will:  flour  aiid 
grain,  and  presenting  a scene  indicating  the  utmost  pro- 
fusion.of  tlie  great  staples  of  life.  Tliere  were  nearly 
or  quite  100  vessels,  of  all  kinds,  in  port,  freighted  deep- 
ly with  breadslufl’s. 

In  many  places  flour  was  piled  high  on  the  dock'"^ 
and  barrels,  lier  on  tier,  peeped  from  the  doors  and  win- 
dows  of  warelioiises.  Tlie  recoipfs  during  tlie  interval 
of  Sunday  were  so  great  as  to  outstrip  ail  present  means 
of  shipment  to  New  York,  a:  which  place  the  greater 
part  of  the  flour  and  grain  received  was  contracted  to 
be  delivered.  Consequently  freiglits  advanced  and 
everything  in  tlie  shape  of  a Ireighl  boat  that  could  be 
procured  was  mustered.  'I’lie  value  of  the  flour  and 
grain  afloat  here  yesterday,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  from  $600,000  to  $700,000. 

[Albany  Statesman. 

T'he  wheat  trade  in  Vermont.  In  August,  1846,  I 
paid  75  cents  per  bushel  for  Black  sea  ulieat.  On  the 
report  by  the  steamer  about  February  1,  1847,  of  the 
continued  rise  of  w heat  in  Europe,  I paid  97  cents. — 
About  May  1,  $1.12,  and  to-day,  June  6,  $1.50, — and 
all  from  the  effect  of  scarcity  in  Europe. 

Shoreliam,  June  6,  1847.  C.  R. 

Nourishment.  Tlie  following  table  of  the  amount  of 
nuiriiious  matter  in  different  grains,  is  well  worth  pre- 
servation fur  reference: 

100  lbs.  Wlieat  contain  85  lbs.  nutritious  matter 


do 

Rice 

90 

do 

do 

do 

Rye 

80 

do 

do 

do 

Barley 

83 

do 

do 

do 

Beans 

89  to  92 

do 

do 

do 

Peas 

93 

do 

do 

do 

Mea',  average 

36 

do 

do 

do 

Potatoes 

25 

do 

do 

do 

Beets 

14 

do 

do 

do 

Carrots 

14 

do 

do 

do 

Greens  & Turnip 

S 8 

do 

do 

do 

Bread 

80 

do 

do 

St.  Louis.  The  past  has  been  another  active  week 
in  produce.  7'he  receipts  were  ns  fulinwa;  Bnc  in  7!9 
casks  and  boxes;  beef  17  hbis;  bale  rnpe  298  c uis;  hi  t- 
ley  602  sacks;  beeswax  22  bbis..  37  sacks;  corn  4-  ' ' 
sacks:  flour  16,269  bbIs;  lieirip  6,074  b dei-;  hide.?  3 o'rU  , 
leaii  18  082  pigs;  lard  847  hhls..  310  kegs;  oat.s  ii  - .) 
sacks;  lard  oil  16  bbis;  litisced  oil  47  Mil-,  pork  2 ■'  2 
bills;  deerskins  72  pack  ges;  flaxsi  cd  365  pa' k . 
tobacco  27.3  hhd'^.,  67  b'lXes;  tall.iw  22  barrels;  wo-  i 
bales;  whiskey  906  bbl,-;  wlieat  2 323  bhl-.,  66  639sa.  ...  ■ 
[-.St.  Louis  Era,  May  1. 

The  Wabash  Valley.  We  pulilished  a paragrapli  a 
couple  of  days  ago,  stating  that  the  Wabash  river  was 
swelling.  Here  is  another,  from  the  Lafayette  Journal 
of  the  3d  inst.,  showing  iliat  tlie  people  of  that  beautiful 
valley  are  inclined  to  swell  a litile  also.  Something  of 
seciional  pride,  however,  may  be  permitted  the  dwellers 
in  so  productive  and  lovely  a region — notwithstanding 
the  Cinslaiit  pre.sence  of*  the  foul  fiend”  Fever  N’ag<r," 
which  after  all  may  lie  an  angel  of  mercy,  siaiioned 
among  our  Wabash  friends  just  to  keep  tliem  admon- 
ished that  they  are  still  dwellers  on  earth. 

[Cincinnati  Gaz. 

Balance  of  trade.  “There’s  a better  day  coniine’’  for 
business  men  and  every  body  else,  in  tliis  beauiifui,  rich, 
and  fertile  valley.  Monday  last,  witnessed  the  first  tin- 
successful  attempt  in  this  city,  to  sell  eiglit  drafts,  of  an 
unquestionable  cliaracter,  on  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
par.  Henceforth,  tell  us  not  that  we  are  dependent  up- 
on, or  tributary  to,  the  east.  We  supply  our  eastern 
brethorn  with  bread  and  meat,  and  other  articles  of 
prime  necessity;  in  return  for  which,  they  are  glad  to 
send  us  the  cash,  or  whatever  else  we  may  wish.  This 
is  lurning  the  tribute-money  into  a new  cliannel.  Wo 
understand  that  the  cashier  of  our  branch  bank,  has  re- 
* ceived  instructions  from  merchants  in  Cincinnati,  not  to 
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I,-  III-  finis')  )!))  city,  ri)  let  whatever  may 
) I in  ilieir  cre'lii,  remain  in  bank,  until  checker) 
lira'i)  here.  This  is  but  another  of  the  many  evi- 
l-nces  of  the  importance  of  the  traJe  and  commerce  of 
th»-  Wabash  valley,  and  of  the  commanding  position 
of  Lafayette.  Indeed,  the  day  of  our  prosperity  is  just 
beginning  to  dawn — and  what  )vill  be  its  height  at  noon- 
tide, the  most  sanguine  can't  begin  to  foresee  or  predil- 

Oil.  The  amount  of  oil  and  bone  imported  into  the 
United  States  during  the  month  of  May,  according  to  the 
Whalemen’s  Shipping  List,  is  as  follows;  2.^  2 )1  barrels 
sperm,  112  071  do.  whale  oil,  and  1,805,503  pounds  bone. 
The  total  amount  imported  during  the  year,  up  to  ihe 
1st  of  Jime,  was  60  751  barrels  u hale,  242,364  do.  sperm 
oil,  ana  2,952,233  pounds  bone. 

Business  of  tue  west.  The  receipts  at  St.  Louis 
in  ihe  month  of  Mav  past,  were  as  follows:  Flour  45.000 
bbis.;  wheat  498,969  bushels;  corn  176  026  do;  coats  37,- 
807  do;  hemp  20,234  bales;  lead  133,633  pigs;  tobacco 
727  hhds.;  potatoes  8,263  sacks;  whiskey  2,492  barrels: 
dried  apples  1,195  bbIs..  1,337  sacks;  white  beans  .508 
bbla,  177  sacks;  pork  2. 511  bbis.,  155.000  lbs.  bulk  pork; 
beef  117  bbis.;  bacon  4 370  casks,  203  boxes,  and  42,000 
lbs.  bulk;  lard  5,596  bbis.,  740  kegs;  cheese  991  boxes; 
tallow  26  casks,  39  bbis.;  butter  102  bbis.,  183  kegs,  47 
firkins. 

And  this  was  a dull  sea.son.  From  this  we  have  an 
idea  of  the  immense  productions  of  the  west.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  make  any 
number,  however  many,  of  cheap  and  rapid  lines  of 
communication  between  the  Adantic  border  and  the 
valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis.sippi,  which  would  not 
all  be  crowded  with  travellers  and  produce.  It  is  no 
wild  predictiiin  to  say  that  ony  railroad  extending  from 
Bahimore  to  ihe  Ohio  river  would,  in  all  time  to  come, 
have  as  much  to  do,  in  the  way  of  carrying  freight  and 
passengers,  as  it  could  possibly  do.  If  this  prediction  b; 
any  thing  near  correctness,  the  stock  of  such  road 
would  be  a most  profitable  investment,  and  should  com 
mand  abundant  capital  to  make  it.  Such  will  be  our 
Bahimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  w’hen  it  reaches  the  Ohio. 

Manure.  While,  in  many  parts  of  the  "esiem 
Slates,  the  soil  is  so  rich,  that  manure  is  consider.  iJ  a 
nuisance,  and  is  caned  off  and  deposited,  here  and 
there,  in  waste  places  on  the  farm — in  Paris,  the  e.'y 
government  derives  a revenue  of  ah.  m $200  000  for  the 
privilege  of  collecting  and  using  the  “niglu  soil,”  emp- 
tying ol  vanlis,  &c.,  of  if.e  cny.  which  is  carted  of!'  to 
;i  long  disrancp  in  the  Cnun'ry,  and  employed  as  mn- 
ure;  an.')  in  E .gland  a special  slatire  was  passed  in 
:r  );li:.g  . in.-m  lor  the  benofii  n-1 

n "0  . in  lav  rut  all  "ag..ns  loaded  with  nianuri  . 

'!  as  itiose  go.ng  emjiiy,  uhe.n  employed  in  iht 
snifs.' 

- 'i  nAnE  _ '^h'nppis  are  not  much  inerucil  tins 
vi.tsTj  ,'br  ;i  -si  s ;rt  pol.s.  Peail-  am  in 

n.  o|  asl  IS  riaik'.g  ?.Iay  for  Ibis  year,  ai  d the 
I.  ■ ■ ca.-^k-  0!  00 

I - o; 

; - C n.i  ■ 

, ei  :-  -T.  Hi  Ih.fFalo  fo.-  i!:o  ea.s:  f..,-  n.f  . wi.,  v . ■ i 
• I •■.'  I n-  ilirec  sensjns,  as  t ,!ows; 

'h45  co'k  7 010 

H;i6  3 7:'i' 

.’47 


t - - .fb'm 

1-6  4 s;  i 

17  1 , ■ r; 

t 1 .-(•  -in  I me  I-  ii  will  be  se.  1.  . .... 

: T :.i  .he  quantity  of  ns|ie-  n..:,nl.ic  i.  .. 

s . MS  compand  wiili  .he  I .st  ti ve  |.. .■ 

. Inn  ;in  nri.-c?  are  niiicli  higher  ill  i.i  for  ve- 

• . V 'h -.r.ii.io  y induce  ma.iiiiacnirers  to  pn 
■Ion  I;  m ■niilailuriiig  lliaii  has  been  done 

' ' ■'  lU'i,  bill  n cannot  be  any  iliing  In  esidfi 

i.)  I.alauee  .n.-  lulling  nil  which  lias  alreiiil . laken 
■ ce.  ,'lic  lo  k a |)  esent  on  hand  in  the  i..sp  cii.m 
'u=es  i.  .,1  I 6 0 0 asks  less  ilian  what  has  been 
‘.'i  ...  at  die  tuminaiioi  of  the  m.inih  fir  the  fo  .r 

• rs.  [JV.  y.  Com.  Adv.  May  31. 

■ EsTER.v  Cheese— ARRIVALS  at  tide  water,  es- 
Ris  &c.  In  n.i  department  of  hiisb.andry  has  any 
. .cle  more  improv/.d  than  the  m.annfacture  of  cbee-'e, 

' 'he  western  part  of  st.ile.  and  in  Ohio.  Fomerly, 
If  ol  the  cheese  shipped  east  was  wnrlhle.s.s — and 
ouch  of  it  of  Ihe  grindHone  order.  Since  the  exten- 
I in  ol  the  rnarket,  for  it  has  been  ope.ied  with  England, 
a marked  difTerence  in  the  quality  and  size,  is  very  ap- 
pireiit  Ten  years  ago,  no  one  east  supposed  he  could 
gel  a good  article,  unless  it  came  from  Vermont,  Berk- 
sliire  county,  Massachusetts,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
celebrated  dairy  of  Col.  Meachan.  The  excellent  dai- 
ries of  Wyoming.  Allegany,  Cattaraugus,  and  Chaulau- 
que,  to  say  noihing  of  Erie  county,  were  hardly  known 
jmtil  three  or  four  years  ago,  either  in  the  Boston  or  N. 
York  markets.  Now  they  are  well  known  among  the 
millionaries  in  Bond  street,  London,  and  not  only  known, 
but  daily  tasted  at  their  dainty  tables. 

Monroe  raises  more  wheat  than  any  other  county  in 
the  state,  but  in  the  matter  of  cheese,  wc  entirely  knock 
under  to  many  of  our  sister  counties.  Nine  of  them 


ppiduce  over  1,000.000  Ihs.  each,  per  year,  but  the  coun- 
ty of  Herkimer  heads  the  list,  lliu  farmers  having  ma- 
nufactured in  1845,  8,20i,396  p.mnds,  but  liiilo  leas  tliau 
three  times  as  imicb  as  any  other  county  in  the  slate. — 
Esiimnting  this  amount  at  seven  cents  per  pound  in  N. 
Yoi k ciiy,  and  we  have  a total  for  lids  single  product 
alone,  of  Herkimer  county,  of  $574,615  72. 

Oneida  county  is  the  next  in  importance  in  this  brniich 
uf  productions,  ami  then  follows  Jefierson,  Madison, 
O'sego,  Lewis,  Erie,  Chenango,  and  St.  Lawrence. — 
The  whole  amount  produced  in  this  state  in  1845,  was 
36,141,976  lbs. 


Of  the  rapid  increase  of  its  manufacture,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  quantity  received  at  Troy  and  Alba- 
ny, for  past  years,  will  show: 


1834 

lbs.  6,340,000 

1841 

lbs.  14,170,000 

18.35 

9,586,000 

1842 

1,9004,000 

1836 

14,060.000 

1843 

25,334.000 

1837 

15,550,000 

1841 

26,677,509 

1838 

13,810  000 

1845 

27,542,861 

1839 

14  53  1.000 

1346 

35, .560, 180 

1840 

18,820,000 

The  extraordinary  quantity  last  year,  over  1845,  is 
unparalleled  by  an  increase  in  amount  over  any  other 
article  shipped  on  the  canal.  The  value  of  it  is  over 
tw’o  millions  of  dollars!  About  half  the  increase  is  from 
the  western  states. 

Accounts  from  Livefpod  show  that  the  American 
cheese  is  fast  driving  that  from  other  countries  out  of 
the  market.  In  the  year  1774,  as  we  learn  from  “Pit- 
kin’s Siaiislics,”  the  total  value  of  cheese  exported  from 
all  the  colonies,  including  the  islands  of  New  Found- 
land,  Bahama,  and  Bermuda  was  $3,665. 

The  shipments  of  cheese  to  foreign  nations  from  the 
United  States,  have  averaged  for  the  last  ten  years,  be- 
tween three  and  four  million  pounds  annually.  The 
imports  into  Liverpool  al..ne  in  the  year  1840,  from  all 
Europe,  amounted  to  226,421  cwt.,  while  from  the  U. 
States  it  was  only  41  cwt.  Li  1843,  the  amount  from 
the  states  had  increased  in  12,312  cwi.,  while  from  all 
Europe,  it  was  but  136,998  cvvt  , a decrease  of  99,423 
CWI.  The  statistics  for  the  three  subsequent  years  are 
not  at  hand,  but  we  believe  the  increase  of  iraporiatiions 
of  cliee.“e  into  Liverpool,  from  the  stales  for  mat  time 
has  been  proportionate.  Thus  it  will  he  seen,  that  in- 
stead of  looking  to  the  production  of  their  own  country 
(or  ibis  excellent  article  for  the  table,  the  dealers  of 
Europe  wiil'mgerly  seek  after  and  buy  up  American 
cbi  e^e;and  by  making  it  with  sulficient  care  for  trans- 
porting it  so  great  a distance,  our  fanners  will  find  them- 
selves in  possession  of  a foreign  market  for  their  pro- 
ductions, such  as  cannot  be  secured  to  them  at  home. 

[Rochester  Daily  Adv. 

Weights  AND  Measures. — Effect  on  prices  of  grain. 

' Foi  want  of  being  aware  of  the  difference  in  weights 

■ iiid  1.'..  asures,  our  people  are  apt  to  make  mistakes  in 
! 'he  actual  prices  of  articles  in  the  difiorent  markets. — 

I Rveii  i'.  the  .several  states  of  ihe  Union  there  is  a sad 
I want  of  uoif.jrinity.  .i  bushel  of  wlvat,  f r ineianee, 

! is  r.  q lircd  by  law,  in  most  of  the  states,  to  weigh  60 

р.  ■ hut  not  unifonriily  .-o  A bushel  of  corn  is  re- 
' q .1  ill  some  s ates  to  we'gh  63  Ihs.,  in  others  54  and 
1.56  hs  But  ihe  difference  is  far  greater  between  ours 

.an  tile  (3ii'ibh  weights  of  a bushel  "f  grain.  Wiieai 
! Ill  Eiigh'ind  is  required  to  ' 70  lbs.,  am!  heiice, 

j hi  ciMiparing  llic  p iee  qii  'led  at  [.iverpoyl  per  bush- 
I ith  the  price  in  our  iiiiirke  per  bushel,  if  is  neces- 
■I...  o like  the  dilleruiice  m «'eiphi  i.iio  llu.’ ealcula- 

llOii. 

A (juarler  of  vheat  i.s  an  E ighsh  rrieasiiro  of  eight 
. iiid.i.'i  iui-hel.- . 1 1,  'hen  fori-,  lu;  Sc  ,s  ■ iie"' qm  te'l 

5l)b  , il  is  7-  a bu  lie  .A  sliilliiTj  I- 22|  eeiit':  mill 
V III’  7.  I d have  $l  per  bushel. 

I'he  Round  Sterling  is  not  ;i  com,  bill  like  out  old 
iiiiU  I'liirency,  an  iiiiaginary  sum,  difiering  in  al- 
1 every  siaie  "f  ilie  Union.  An  act  of  congress  of 
i 90.  valued  die  p.  und  sterling  at  $4.44.  By  another 
el  passed  m 1831,  die  English  sovereign,  intended  as  a 
I preseiiiadve  ol  the  pound  sterling,  was  fixed  at  $4.87 
lit  owing  to  its  not  in  fact  weighing  sufficient,  it  is  not 

с. 'ireiil  at  more  than  $4  44a$4.46.  There  being  20s. 
1. 1 die  pound.  Is.  would  be  24  J-5  cts.,  at  $4  81 — ir  24 

■ 's.,  which  is  ..ear  enough  for  all  ordinary  ealculaiion.s. 
'I'lieretoic  to  ascertain  the  price  of  wheat  and  flour  in 
E gl  iiid,  as  q'loied,  we  multiply  ihe  shillings  by  24,  die 
pence  by  2 — and  ue  have  the  cents  in  our  own  curren- 

Foreign  Exchanges.  The  quotations  of  English  ex- 
change are  made  upon  ihe  nid  valuation  of  the  pound 
sterling — $4  44  This  mode  of  calculating  exchange  is 
'ibsciire.  For  instance,  the  quotation  ol  sterling  in  N. 
York  being  7 per  cent.,  is  understood  by  many  to  mean 
7 per  cent,  premium,  which  is  not  true.  Reckoning  the 
pound  sterling  ai  $4.44,  the  par  of  exchange  between 
London  and  New  York,  would  be  109  23-40  per  cent. 
Therefore  when  the  quoted  exchange  is  below  this  rate, 
just  so  much  as  it  is  below  is  the  rale  of  exchange  in 
lavorof  New  York— and  when  above  9j,  in  favor  of 
London.  Thus  a quotation  of  7 per  cent,  in  N.  York 
would  be  2j  per  cent,  above  par. 

As  a natural  result  of  this,  when  exchanges  are  9j 
per  cent,  under,  specie  must  come  to  this  country;  when 
above  the  par  value  we  must  send  it  abroad. 

Legal  ■weight  of  gru.ns,  &.c.,  in  Ohio.  The  legis- 
lature of  Ohio  have  passed  a law  fixing  the  following 
weights  as  the  standard  bushel  of  the  articles  enume- 
rated, when  sales  are  made  by  the  bushel,  wiihoutsonie 
special  agreement  to  the  contrary,  between  the  parties 
to  the  measurement.  The  details  of  this  law  are: 


Whe.n’,  per  bushel  60  lbs-  Rye,  per  bushel  56  lbs. 
Indian  corn  oo  56  lbs  Flaxseed  do  56  iba. 

Barley  do  48  lbs.  Cloversced  do  64  lbs. 

Oais  do  39  llib. 

French  weight.  A hectolitre  is  equal  to  2.48  English 
bushels. 


trade  of  PHILADELPHIA. 

During  the  1st  quarter  in  1845,  ’46,  and  '47,  the  value 
of  the  domestic  articles  exported  fron'  this  port  have 
been — 

In  1845,  Jan.  1st,  to  March  21st  $5.57.633 

1846  do  do  807,359 

1847  do  do  1,929,339 

'J  he  flatcmeiii  f!io«s  an  increase  this  year  of  more 

than  double  that  of  1846  and  three  lirres  that  of  1845.  j 

Anthracite  Coal  trade.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette,  speaking  of  the  value  of  the  coal  trade  to  that 
city,  says:  “Some  idea  of  the  number  of  vessels  of  all 
classes  employed  in  this  particular  trade,  may  be  ga- 
thered from  the  fact  that  nearly  5,000  vessels  of  an 
average  of  200  tons  burden  each,  were  engaged  in  it 
during  the  year  1846.  Of  the  aggregate  of  coal  sliip- 
ped  from  the  difierent  con!  regions,  there  was  brought 
over  the  Reading  railroad  alone  to  tide  water  on  the 
Delaware,  1,230,000  tons.  At  the  depot  at  Richmond, 
on  the  Delaware,  we  have  counted  at  one  lime  over  90 
vesseks  taking  in  freights  of  coal  for  other  ports.  „ , 

The  Dei-aware  and  Hudson  canal,  is  said  to  have 
realized  a net  profit  of  $582,767  during  the  year  past, 
being  over  20  per  rent,  on  the  capita]  paid  in,  besiOes 
expending  30,000  extra  in  damages  by  the  freshet  of  the 
year  1846. 

The  Nassau  and  Lowell  Railroad,  realized  last  year 
more  profit  than  their  charter  allows.  They  are  about 
to  construct  expensive  bridgss  for  depots,  car  houses 
&c.  with  the  surplus. 


Mackerel  fisheries.  The  number  of  barrels 

inspect- 

ed  in 

Massachusetts  during  the  years — 
Rids. 

- -’a 

Rbls. 

1831 

383,556 

1839 

73  018 

1832 

212,452 

1840 

50,922 

18.33 

212,946 

1841 

55,537 

18.34 

252,884 

1842 

7.5,.543 

18.35 

194,450 

1843 

64,451 

1836 

176,931 

1844 

86,181 

1837 

138.157 

1845 

202,203 

1838 

108,538 

1846 

174,064 

The  Norwegian  herring  fishery  for  this  yeans  ended, 
and  on  the  whoie  250,000  ions  have  been  put  into  salt. 


Tile  .seal  fishery  thi.s  season  had  been  unusually  pros- 
perous at  Newfoundland. 


The  whale  fishery.  The  New  Bedford  Mercury 
stales  itial  during  die  last  ten  days  50  whaling  vessels 
arriving  at  the  difiereiil  pons  of  the  Uni'od  Slates,  bring, 
ing  13,250  bhi.s.  of  sperm  oil  and  86,210  bbis.  of  whale 
oil.  'vit'i  about  765,0.10  ibs.  of  whale  bone,  the  whole 
value  of  the  cargoes  bring  'he  .small  sum  of  .$1,671,760. 

There  were  imported  into  il.e  Ilniied  States  last  year 
95  .21  barrels  of  sperm  and  207,493  barrels  of  whale 
oil. 


Endorsers  "f  notes.  The  supreme  court  of  Louisi- 
ana has  decided  tliiit  a suit  ngainsl  the  maker  of  a note 
lines  not  interrupt  the  prescription  in  regard  to  the  en- 
dorser; dial  die  endorser  is  released,  if  he  is  not  sued  in 
five  years  after  the  note  falls  due,  although  the  maker 
was  sued  wiihiri  that  time. 


Canal  boats,  on  the  public  works  of  the  stale  of  New 
York.  'I'lie  canal  depariinpiu  has  a rule  requiring  the 

enurr'eraiioi)  of  all  ihe  hmiis  on  the  canals  every  fall. 

In  November  last,  a list  was  made  w hich  shows  the 
following: 


Kind  of  boat. 

No. 

Tonnage 

Average. 

Packets 

49 

32 

Line  boats 

477 

66 

Lake  boats 

538 

65 

Bull-head  bouts 

187 

67 

Scow  boat  not  decked 

683 

58) 

“ decked 

741 

62  f 

— 

2,725 

62 

Value. 

$49,000 

477.000 

688.000 

187.000 

712.000 


$2  013,000 

The  inventory  taken  in  1843  was  the  first  attempt  of 
the  kind,  which  gave  a total  of  2,126.  A comparison 


crease  of  each  description  of  boats; 
Kind  of  boat.  1843. 

1846. 

Packets 

40 

49 

Line  boats 

389 

477 

Lake  boats 

379 

588 

Bull  head  boats 

118 

187 

Scow  boats  decked 

327 

741 

“ not  decked 

873 

683 

2,126 

This  exhibits  an  increase  of  599  boats. 

2/^ 
or  about  23 

cent.;  while  the  number  of  tons  passing  through  the 
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iial  iji  tlie  same  time  has  iiicreapfti  alinu'  50  per  cent., 
or  from  1,513,139  in  1843,  to  2,268,002  in  1840.  The 
less  proportionate  number  ol  boats  to  do  the  large  in- 
crease of  hiisiness,  is  to  be  found  in  the  contijiual  in 


crease  of  their  size,  as 

the  follow  ing 

show.=: 

Kind  of  boat. 

1843. 

1846. 

Incr’s. 

Packets 

1,370 

1,563 

183 

Line  boats 

21,082 

30,797 

9,715 

Lake  boat.s 

23,865 

38  017 

14,152 

Bull  head  boats 

7,350 

12,514 

5,164 

Scow  boats  decked 

18,425 

39,844 

21,419 

“ not  decked 

45,361 

45,562 

201 

117,453 

168, ‘287 

50,834 

BATLIMORE  TRADE-1846, 

Owing  to  the  unusual  pressure  upon  our  limi'etf  space, 
occasioned  by  the  details  of  ihe  Mexican  war,  &c.,  we 
have  been  obliged  to  defer  many  important  statistics 
whiclr  ore  usually  inserted.  Amongst  others  a state- 
ment of  the  trade  of  Baltimore  for  the  year  1846  has  Ireen 
waiting  fiTsome  motiths.  We  abbreviate  it  from  Ly- 
ford's  Commercial  Journai; 

Flour  traps.  Baltimore  inspections  for  the  last  seven 


years: 

hbls. 

half  bbls. 

total  in  bbls. 

1840 

764,115 

31,606 

779.918 

1841 

613,016 

31,716 

628,974 

1842 

544,801 

26,962 

558,282 

1843 

547,224 

26,415 

660,431 

1844 

486,475 

26,052 

499,501 

1845 

563,632 

26,226 

576,745 

1846 

834,455 

Sl,32'2 

850,116 

Total  in  seven  years 

4,453  967 

The  times  are  said  to  be  harder  in  Boston,  among 
mechanics,  than  for  many  years  past.  Owing  to  the  at- 
tention of  capitalists  having  been  drawn  away  from  real 
estate  to  treasury  notes  and  government  stocks,  there  is 
much  less  building  in  the  city  this  year  than  usual,  and 
great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  capitalists  to  make  loans 
upon  real  estate.  For  some  time  past  it  has  been  diffi- 
cult to  negotiate  even  first  class  mortgages. 

Boston  Mail. 

Domestic  cotton  goods.  The  exports  from  Boston 
during  the  year  ettding  on  the  31st  ult.,  were  32,153  bales. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  exports  over  the  previous 
of  2,807  bales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  growth  of 
Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  St.  Louis: 

1800.  1810  1820.  1830.  1840.  1847. 

N.  Orleans  9,000  17  242  27,176  46,300  102,193  100,000 

Cincinttaii  7.50  2,510  9,642  24,813  46,382  98.000 

St.  Louis  — — 4,598  5,852  24,586  48,000 

Liverpool  market  prices.  May  15:--Beef:  per  lb.  16 
al8  cents;  mutton  18a20;  veal  12ul6;  lamb  18a20;  fresh 
pork  14;  salmon  24a32;  fresh  butter  30a32;  salt  butter 
22ii26;  eggs,  per  124,  144;  new  potatoes,  per  lb.  30a 
42;  strawberries,  per  quart  72;  fowls,  per  couple  60a72. 

Hug  crop.  The  Genesee  Farmer  says  that  “the  hog 
crop  in  the  United  Slates,  this  past  year,  is  three  litnes 
the  worth  of  the  cotton  crop.  The  ‘standing  army’  of 
swine  consumes  annually  two  hundred  million  bushels 
of  corn.’’ 


Tobacco  trade.  The  following  shows  the  amount 
inspected  during  the  two  years  last  past: 

Maryland,  Ohio  Other  kinds.  Total. 
1846  41,0-27  hhds,  28.862  743  70,632 

1845  39,844  26,716  1,955  68,616 

The  inspections  preceding  1845,  never  exceeded  50,- 
OQU  hhds. 

Baltimore  ship  building.  During  the  past  year,  the 
number  of  ves.“els  built  at  this  port  was  74,  of  which 
number  2 were  sliips,  22  brigs,  5 barques  37  schooners, 
5 sloops,  and  3 steamers.  The  following  shows  a com- 
parison of  the  numberof  vessels  built,  and  their  admea- 
surement during  the  past  four  years: 


Total, 
In  1845 
In  1844 
In  1843 


1846, 


74  vessels. 
80  do 
38  do 
17  do 


tons,  11,193.54 
11.192.24 
5,454.72 
3,915.17 


Commerce  OF  THE  YEAR  1846.  The  whole  number  of 
arrivals  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  during  the  year  1846, 
was: 


Coastwise 

Foreign 


Ships. 

Briss. 

Barks. 

Schnrs. 

Total. 

30 

196 

90 

991 

1,307 

92 

224 

42 

125 

483 

122 

420 

132 

1,116 

1,790 

These  vessels  were  classed  as  follows:  American 
1,654;  British  69;  Bremen  44;  French  13;  Spanish  3; 
Norwegian  1;  Danish  1;  Prussian  1;  Hamburg  1;  Swe- 
dish 1;  Oldenburg  1;  and  Eciiamrian  1.  The  foreign 
arrivals  in  1845  were  365;  iu  1846,  483— increase  118. 
Coastwise  in  1845,  1 277;  In  1846,  1.307-increase  30. 

7’lie  number  of  ves.scls  cleared  during  the  year,  were 
as  follows:  „ , „ , , 

Ships.  Brigs.  Bargs.  Schnrs.  1 otal 
Foreign  103  233  65  147  548 

Of  these,  417  were  American;  68  British;40  Breiiien; 
24  French;  3 Spanish;  2 Norwegian,  i Prussian;  1 Swe- 
dish; 1 Oldenburg;  and  1 Ecuatoriau.  Fnreign  clear- 
ances in  1815,  473;  in  1816,  548— increase  75. 

Arrival  of  emigrants  during  the  past  year.  The 
number  of  passengers  that  arrived  at  Baliimore,  from 
foreign  pons  during  the  year  1846,  was  as  follows:  — 
From  Bremen  8,332;  from  Rntierdam  663;  irom  Ams 
lerdam  152;  from  Havre  326;  from  London  172;  from 
Liverpool  166.  Total  9,911. 

Tobacco.  At  Baltimore,  the  demand  has  been  active 
and  prices  have  improved.  Superior  qualities  are  sought 
for  and  sell  readily  at  handsome  prices,  say  Irom  S6  to 
S24)  for  Maryland  fine  and  better  qualities.  As  Ingli  as 
530  has  been  realized  for  superior  wrappery.  Quota 
tions  for  Maryland  inferior  and  common  $2a3;  good 
common  S3a7.50s  good  $5a9;  fine  $Ga20.  Ohio  is  now 
readily  bouohi  up  at  $2a5  for  common  to  middhng;good 
54a7;  fine  red  $8al2;  fine  yellow  $12a20.  Inspections 
of  the  week  couiprise  1,380  Maryland,  105  Oliio,  30 
Kentucky. 

Lake  TRACE.  A Quebec  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  say 
that  ihiny-lwo  ships  were  built  during  the  last  winier 
for  the  purpose  ol  passing  the  St,  Lawrence  and  Wei 
land  canals,  taking  in  fieighi  at  the  ports  on  the  upper 
lakes,  and  clearing  direct  for  Europe. 

Fur  TRADE.  Trapping  and  hunting  is  said  to  liave 
been  pursued  with  unprecedented  success  the  present 
season  in  the  west. 

The  Susquehanna  river,  has  been  in  fine  navigable 
order  for  some  time  past.  An  immense  amount  of  pro- 
duce and  lumber  have  floated  on  Us  waters  to  market. 


Grain  and  Flour.  Prices— At  New  York  on  the 
14ih,  some  10,000  hbls.  Genesee  brands  flour  sold  at  58. 
75;  10,000  bush,  of  wheat  at  $1.92a2.00,  and  40,000  bush- 
els corn  at  $l.!5al. 20,  according  to  quality.  Rye  dull 
at  81.30.  On  the  15th,  20,000  hbls.  Genesee  and  Mi- 
lligan flour  at  S8.75;  Howard  street  flour  brought  $9.25 
Of  corn,  20,000  bushels  brought  $1.15al  16  for  white  and 
mixed;  $1.20  for  yellow.  Ohio  and  Genesee  white 
"1.05. 

At  New  Orleans  on  the  7ih,  Ohio  and  Illinois  flour 
$6.60a6,75;  wheat  $1.35al.-l0;  corn.  17,000  bushels 
hite  sold  at  70c.;  yellow  brought  75a80c. 

Specie.  Guvernment  has  recently  shipped  over  $2,- 
C’00,000  in  specie  to  the  south. 

Importation  of  specie,  at  the  port  of  Boston  from  1st 
January  to  15th  May,  $10,066,957 

At  New  York,  same  period  6,998,735 

Loan.  The  Erie  Railroad  Company  are  about  to  is- 
ue  proposals  fi:r  a loan  of  $750,000  at  7 per  cent.,  un- 
der the  act  of  the  legislature  allowing  them  to  make  a 
loan  of  three  millions. 


Hemp.  In  our  annual  review  of  the  2d  September, 
1844,  we  called  attention  to  the  article  of  hemp,  and  af- 
ter having  noted  the  rapid  increase  in  llie  production, 
which  had  been  extended  to  the  rich  and  productive 
soil  of  ?,Iissouri  and  Illinois,  we  look  occasion  likewise 
to  refer  to  the  demand,  which  had  kept  pace  with  the 
production.  We  then  veniured  a prediction,  “that  tlie 
day  was  not  far  distant  when  American  dew  rotted  hemp 
would  not  only  supercede  the  use  of  the  Russian  in  our 
own  marine,  but  successfully  compete  with  it  in  the 
markets  of  Europe.’’  This  prediction  has  already  been 
verified.  In  tlie  short  space  of  two  years,  we  find  Ame- 
rican hemp,  in  the  manufacture  of  sail-duck,  ship  cord- 
age, &c.;*  and  that  the  supplies  have  hardly  kept  pace 
with  the  demand  for  our  own  home  consumption,  and 
for  export  to  Europe.  A comparison  of  the  receip's  and 
prices  for  several  years  past  will  show  the  increasing 
importance  of  this  article: 

Sept.  1,  to  May  23.  Receipts.  Prices. 

1844- ’45  28,881  bales  $78a82 

1845- ’46  25,250  “ 65a53 

1846- ’47  44,994  “ 90al00 

Notwithstanding  the  large  increase  of  receipts,  the 

demand  for  consumption  has  increased  in  even  a grea- 
ter ratio,  as  is  clearly  proved  by  the  eiihuuced  value  ol 
the  article: 

The  total  receipt  in  1844  amounted  to  46,274  bales. — 
The  receipts  in  1846  would  have  been  fully  as  large,  but, 
as  we  remarked  in  our  annual  statement  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  the  free  shipment  of  so  bulky  an  article  was 
checked  early  in  the  season  by  high  freights  in  the  west, 
and  later  by  low  waters  in  tlie  Upper  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers.  The  receipts  in  1846,  consequently, 
did  not  exceed  30,980  hales;  leaving  behind  in  the  west 
probably  not  less  than  16,000  bales  of  that  yeai’s  crop 
to  come  forward  this  season.  Our  receipts  therefore  this 
ye.ar  will  not  only  include  the  last  crop,  which  we  can 
safely  estimate  at  45,000  bales,  but  to  this  must  be  r.d 
ded  the  16,000  bales  of  the  previous  crop,  which  will 
make  altogether  upwards  of  60,000  bales.  This  large 
increase,  liovvever,  cannot  influence  materially  prices, 
.ind  produce  a superabundant  stock,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  the  consumption  has  increased  in  a greater 


degree,  and  the  imports  from  Russia  tlie  past  year 
amount  to  a trifle  compared  to  former  years. 

The  increase  of  this  trade  can  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing table — received  in 

1841  450  bales  1844  38,062  bales 

1842  2 211  1845  46,274 

1843  14,873  1846  30,980 

Estimated  receipts  for  1847  60,000 

Received  to  this  date  44.994 

Averaging  each  bale  of  hemp  at  375  pounds  weight, 

60,000  bales  would  amount  to  10,000  tons. 

The  crop  of  hemp  in  Kentucky  has  been  estimated 
at  about  10.000  a 12,000  tons  per  annum;  and  the  crop 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois  at  12,000  a 15,000  tons.  Thus 
we  find  less  than  ore-half  is  exported,  and,  previous  to 
this  year,  not  one-third  of  the  entire  ciop,  which  varies 
from  22,000  a 25,000  tons. 

[Al.  Orleans  Price  Current,  May  29. 


Statistics  and  trade  of  the  west.  The  statis- 
tics given  below  have  been  taken  from  the  “Memo- 
rial of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  to  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  praying  an  appropriation  for  re- 
moving the  obstructions  to  navigation  of  the  western 
rivers,”  &.c.,  prepared  in  the  year  1843.  They  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  extent  and  value  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  of  the  intimate 
connection  of  the  prosperity  of  the  west  with  our 
own: 

“The  extent  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Its  tributary  rivers,  is  about  15,000  miles. 
The  population  of  those  states  bordering  on  those 
rivers  is  not  far  from  8,000,000 — or  over  one  third 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States.  Esti- 
mated trade  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  in  the 
year  1842,  ^2,000,000.  Estimated  number  of  boats 
engaged  in  navigating  the  livers  above  named,  in 
same  year,  C72.  Number  of  persons  directly  em- 
ployed in  these  boats,  13,440.  Amount  of  tonnage 
belonging  to  St.  Louis 20,765,  in  J843 — value^l,324,- 
500.  Amount  of  tonnage  owned  elsewhere,  but  en- 
gaged in  whole  or  in  part  in  the  St.  Louis  trade  in 
the  years  1842  and  1843,  26,498 — this  is  the  custom 
house  ineasutement;  the  actual  tonnage  is  from  30 
to  60  per  cent,  greater.  The  number  of  arrivals  in 
St.  Louis  in  the  year  1843,  was  2,057 — tonnage 
315,467  tons.  Capital  invested  in  the  boats  employ- 
ed in  the  St.  Louis  trade  §4,740,000.” 

Experts  from  St.  Louis  in  the  year  1843. 

Wheat — 1,307,000  bushels?  This  includes  ground 
and  under  ground — flour  being  estimated  at  five 
bushels  per  barrel. 

Tobacco — 19,730  hhds.  and  7,070  boxes  manufac- 
tured. Estimated  value  of  crop  of  1842,  §2,500.000. 

Pork,  bacon,  and  lard — Estimated  value  for  1844, 
about  §2  000,000. 

Beef — Estimated  value  §1,000,000.  Number  of 
hides  shipped  from  St.  Louis  120,000. 

Hemp — Estimated  crop  17,000  tons — value  §2,- 

000,000. 

In  1841,  there  were  sent  from  St.  Louis  1,500  to 
2,500  mules,  and  6,000  neat  cattle.  In  this  trade  the 
increase  since  has  been  large.  Other  important 
items  of  trade  are  corn,  which  is  shipped  in  large 
quantities,  beeswax,  beans,  butter,  oats,  oil,  and  tal- 
low. To  these  may  be  added  furs,  skins,  peltries, 
buffalo  rubes,  &c.,  in  which  trade  is  employed  a very 
heavy  capital. 

The  annual  value  of  the  lead  and  copper  trade  is 
estimated  at  §2,000,000. 

The  imports  exceed  in  value  Ihe  exports.  In  the 
months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1843, 
tlie  harbor  master’s  returns  show  the  following  re- 
ceipts for  St.  Louis:  Boots  anti  shoes  351  packages; 
dry  goods  do  26,983;  queensvt  are  do  846;  coffee  4,823 
sacks;  salt,  ground  alum  do  36.368;  salt,  Liverpool 
blown  do  2,496;  castings  182  tons;  iron,  in  bars  do 
571;  iron,  ill  pigs  do  245;  nails  6,775  kegs;  powder 
do  1,174;  sugar  513  hhds.,  442  bbis.;  salt,  Kanawha 
13,923  do;  tea  340  chests  and  470  half  chests.  The 
chief  supplies  for  St.  Louis,  are  brought  from  Feb- 
ruary to  the  middle  of  September.  Estimating  the 
dry  goods  at  §100  per  package,  and  the  aggrieate  of 
the  three  months  is  §2,698,300.  Amount  insured  in 
the  St.  Louis  offices  for  6 years  preceding  1843, 
§73,473,117. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  these  statistics  are  for 
the  year  1843.  The  increase  of  the  St.  Louis  trade, 
since  that  period,  cannot  be  less  than  50  per  cent., 
as  the  population  has  increased  in  the  Iasi  two  years 
from  35,000  to  47,000  inhabitants. 


*The  Louisville  Journal  in  noticing  this  article  says: 
“III  Slating  that  American  hemp  has  taken  the  place  oi 
Russia  hemp  'in  the  manufacture  of  sail-duck,  cordage, 
See.,’  the  writer  is  mistaken.  The  statement  is  true  so 
far  as  sail-duck  is  concerned,  but  it  is  not  true  in  rela 
lion  to  cordage.’’ 


Mexican  tariff.  The  Brazos  correspondent  of 
the  New  Orleans  Bee,  in  a letter  dated  4th  June, 
says:  “The  new  tariff  is  so  oppressively  felt  at  Ma- 
lamoros,  as  to  cause  many  merchants  to  close  their 


tin  the  early  part  of  April,  before  supplies  began  to 
arrive  very  freely,  the  bare  state  of  the  northern  mark- 
ets produced  a large  advance  there,  and  carried  up  pri- 
ces of  dew  rotted  in  this  market  to  $120at35  per  ton, 
notwithstanding  the  prevakuee  of  unusually  high 
freights. 
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stores  anJ  return  to  tlio  United  States.  Its  ultimate 
effects  will  be  highly  injurious.  The  excessive  du- 
ties that  the  merchants  are  compelled  to  pay  will 
Dot  allow  them  to  compete  with  the  sutlers,  who  re- 
ceiving their  goods  free  of  duty,  undersell  them,  and 
consequently  monopolize  the  whole  trade.  The 
soldier  too,  the  principal  purchaser,  is  the  principal 
suSerer,  for  the  sutlers,  no  longer  meeting  with  op- 
position, sell  at  their  own  prices,  and  almost  as  high 
as  though  they  themselves  were  a party  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  tariff,  yet  taking  care  to  just  undersell 
our  merchants.  You  will  by  this  perceive  that  our 
poor  soldier  fighting  for  the  honor  of  the  country 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  administration’s  princi- 
ples, is  by  that  administration,  taxed  from  his  small 
pittance  of  seven  dollars  per  month  for  the  sole  be- 
nefit of  a few  straggling  sutlers.  1 say  for  the  benefit 
of  the  sutlers,  since  of  course  as  they  are  the  only 
traders,' and  their  goods  enter  the  country  free,  the 
government  can  derive  no  benefit  from  the  mea- 
sure. Thus  the  brave  soldier  will  be  deprived  of  a 
portion  of  his  hard  earnings,  the  American  merchant 
in  Mexico  ruined,  the  business  stagnated  of  those 
merchants  in  the  United  Stales  from  whom  the  goods 
are  purchased,  and  all  without  a visible  object. — 
What  confidence  can  we  have  in  an  administration 
that  will  thus  adopt  measures  so  injurious  to  her  ci- 
tizens, without  the  least  available  good  to  itself.  And 
by  what  right,  1 should  like  to  know,  are  goods  de 
tained  here  in  Texas  (according  to  the  administration) 
till  duties  are  paid  on  them.  This  administration 
surely  acts  singularly  inconsistently,  when  it  one 
moment  declares  the  boundary  of  Texas  to  be  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  in  the  same  breath  orders  a deten- 
tion of  goods  in  Texas,  till  a duty  devised  for  Mex- 
ico is  paid.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  glaring  incon- 
sistency of  this  act,  it  is  boldly  executed,  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars  worth  of  goods  arc  now  kept  here 
by  the  collector  in  violation  ol  all  law,  till  a duty  is 
paid  on  them,  it  being  one  of  the  enemy’s  ports,  as 
defined  by  the  secretary’s  tariff  article.  Such  an 
outrage  should  not  be  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed, 
and  I wonder  at  her  merchants  so  patiently  sub- 
mitting to  it.” 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


“army  of  invasion.” 

The  steamship  Wew  Orleans  which  left  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  1st  instant,  was  detained  two  days  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  the  British  courier  from  the  city  of 
Mexico.  For  several  days  before  the  departure  of  the 
Aeu)  Orleans,  it  was  reported  and  believed  that  Her- 
rera had  been  elected  president,  and  that  both  Santa 
Anna  and  Canalizo  had  been  arrested  and  imprison- 
ed; that  General  Valencia  had  been  appointed  com 
mander  in  chief  of  the  army;  that  the  people  of  Pue- 
bla had  risen  on  the  Americans  and  massacred  800 
men,  and  that  the  latter  had  evacuated  the  city  and 
commenced  its  bombardment.  Sic.  The  latest  and 
most  authentic  information  contradicts  most  of  these 
rumors  and  renders  them  all  exceedingly  doubiful. 
The  British  courier  states  positively  that  Herrera 
was  not  elected  president.  Santa  Anna  was  at  the 
capital,  in  tolerable  favor,  exercising  the  functions 
ol  his  office,  and  courting  popularity.  U|)on  arriv- 
ing at  the  capital,  he  offered  to  resign  the  presiden 
cy , but  the  otler  was  declined.  The  Herrera  party- 
are  working  hard  for  their  favorite. 

The  diligence  which  was  robbed  a short  time 
since,  near  Puente  Naciorial,  has  returned  to  Jalapa 
not  much  injured.  The  depredator  on  the  route  is 
one  Padre  Jarauta,  with  a band  of  guerilleros,  which 
rumor  estimales  at  from  50  to  400  men.  He  de- 
I lures  war  to  the  knife  against  the  Amerieans,  and 
s^^  ears  be  will  rob  and  murder  all  who  fail  in  his 
hands. 


Rein/orcfmenls.— The  Washington  Union  says:— 
“We  learn  that  the  measure  adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment to  send  forward  reinforcements  to  replace  the 
twelve  months’  volunteers  withdrawn  from  the  army 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  Major  General 
Scott,  have  been  very  successful;  and  that,  although 
the  twelve  months’  troops  have  left  the  seat  of 
war  some  weeks  before  the  expiration  of  their 
term,  their  places  will  soon  be  supplied  by  other 
troops. 

It  is  calculated  that  nearly  7.000  regulars,  old  and 
new  regiments,  will  soon  reinfoice  the  main  army 
via  Vera  Cruz— of  which  between  3,000  and  3,000 
doubtless  have  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  in  all  April  and 
IVIayj  and,  of  the  residue,  a large  proportion  will 
reach  that  place,  it  i%  supposed,  by  the  middle  of 
June.”  ^ 


A Vera  Cruz  letter  in  the  New  Orleans  Time?, 
wnilen  on  the  Jlst  of  May,  say?:  ”A  report  by  way 


of  Orazaba,  tells  us  that  Santa  Anna  is  still  in  the 
presidential  chair;  that  Valencia  is  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army,  and  old  Nicholas  Bravo  governor 
of  the  state  of  Mexico.  Juan  Alvarez,  whom  you 
may  remember  as  the  Sonora  robber,  and  friend  of 
Santa  Anna,  is  said  to  be  rapidly  approaching  witli 
ten  thousand  of  his  Indian  retainers,  in  arms,  and  is 
expected  to  extirpate  the  Yankees,  utterly. 

The  yellow  fever,  el  vomilo,  as  it  should  be  called, 
is  now  getting  really  serious  amongst  us.  Thirteen 
cases  terminated  fatally  yesterday,  and  to-day  alrea- 
dy 1 have  heard  of  the  death  of  three  individuals 
whom  1 personally  knew.  Two  of  these  are  from 
New  Orleans,  Mr.  Cohen,  of  the  firm  of  Smithfield 
and  Cohen,  and  a Mr.  Michael,  more  recently  from 
Tampico.  Col.  Kearny,  the  government  contractor 
is  now  lying  in  a very  dangerous  state. 

8 P.  M. — The  British  courier  is  in  from  Mexico, 
but  seems  to  know  very  little  of  matters  in  that 
neighborhood.  He  says  that  Herrera  is  not  presi- 
dent, but  contradicts  none  ol  the  other  rumors  ol 
the  past  few  days,  except  as  far  as  regards  Santa 
Anna,  who,  he  seems  to  think,  is  s'till  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate. 

A postscript  to  this  letter  dated  June  1st,  says: 

Well,  our  reports  of  Herrera’s  election  prove  to 
have  been  premature,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  Santa 
Anna  is  at  the  capital,  in  much  less  discredit  than  we 
have  been  led  to  believe,  and  in  the  full  exercise  of 
the  functions  of  his  office.  Upon  his  arrival  he  pro- 
posed to  resign  his  seat,  but  contrived  matters  so  as 
to  have  his  proposition  rejected. 

An  election  will  take  place  on  the  13th  inst.,  when 
it  is  hoped  that  Herrera  will  be  chosen;  but  Santa 
Anna’s  creatures  are  too  numerous,  and  his  position 
now  too  favorable  for  tbe  control  of  the  required  in- 
terests, to  permit  me  to  indulge  in  such  a hope,  in 
any  degree  confidently. 

He  expresses  an  intention  to  fortify  the  town,  at 
least  with  a large  ditch  and  embankment,  and  to 
place  a force  in  the  city  capable  of  keeping  off  tlie 
Americans.  For  these  purposes  he  demands  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  lias  impressed  all  the 
horses  and  mules  that  can  be  reached. 

A letter  from  a well  informed  German  merchant 
of  the  capital,  to  his  brother  in  this  city  says,  that 
Santa  Anna  has  witliin  his  control  a force  of  near 
ten  thousand  men,  besides  those  on  their  way  under 
Alvarez,  and  that  he  will  soon  have  an  army  around 
him  capable  of  annoying,  if  not  of  seriously  op- 
posing Gen.  Scott.  Valencia  and  Bravo  are  said  to 
have  resigned  their  respective  commands.  'I'lie  go- 
vernment is  to  be  established  at  Morelia. 

No  disturbances  whatever  had  taken  place  at  Pue- 
bla; on  the  contrary,  the  people  both  of  the  city 
and  country  seemed  to  be  much  pleased  with  their 
conquerors,  and  trade  is  quite  brisk.  Communica- 
tion with  the  seacoast  seems  only  to  be  required,  to 
bring  all  right  again.  Generals  Scott  and  Worth 
« ere  both  in  Puebla  when  the  courier  passed  ttwough 
that  city. 


rrom  ihi  Vtra  Cruz  Engle  of  tire  Mry. 

Horrid. — it  is  with  pain  mmqieo  w i.u  ,i  . n-  lor 
vengeance  that  we  undertake  to  reiaie u nas- 
sacre  ol  our  countrymen  in  the  .i.jst  rut;l  ami  bru- 
tal manner,  in  our  paper  of  la-l  Saturday  (only  one 
ueek  ago)  we  announced  llie  fad  that  Cul.  So era 
was  in  lliis  city  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  General 
Scott,  and  to-day  we  are  called  upon  to  inform  the 
public  of  his  horrid  death — not  with  his  enemy  in 
iVonl  to  oppose  him,  but  cowardly  sliot  by  tiiose  who 
dared  not  show  themselves. 

it  appea.-s  tiial  he  left  this  city  -u>  S.-jtuiday  last, 
wilti  ail  escort  of  five  men  and  Lieu-.  McDonnell  ol 
Capl.  Wheal’s  company,  expecting  lu  find  the  cap- 
lain  at  Santa  Fe,  or  at  most  a very  short  distance 
the  ottier  side.  They  arrived  at  Santa  Fe  ami  lodg- 
ed lliere  during  the  night,  finding  that  Capt.  Wheal 
had  left;  in  the  morning,  anxious  to  push  forward 
(although  it  was  ascertained  that  Capt.  W.  was  some 
thirty  miles  ahead)  with  an  addition  of  two  more  to 
the  escort.  Col.  Sowers  set  out  Ibr  Jalapa.  The  next 
that  we  know  ol  this  little  party  is  by  llie  arrival  of 
one  ol  the  men,  who  retunied  and  reported  its  sur- 
prise and  destruction.  In  consequence  of  llie  falsity 
of  llie  greater  number  of  similar  stories,  Col.  Wilson, 
our  governor,  liad  llie  man  arrested  as  a deserter. — 
Thus  matters  stood  until  yesterday,  when  develop- 
ments were  made  by  an  arrival  Irora  Jalapa— tlie 
first  that  had  reached  us  for  a week — lending  to  con- 
firm our  worst  fears. 

V/e  conversed  yesterday  with  a gentleman  wlio 
arrived  in  the  morning,  and  lie  informs  us  that  at  a 
point  two  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Puente  JTiicional, 
he  saw  the  ruins  of  tiie  diligence,  underneath  wliich 
was  a human  body  stripped,  w ith  the  exception  of  a 
pair  of  drawers,  and  mutilated  in  the  most  beastly 
manlier.  Tliis  is  supposed  to  be  the  body  of  Colonel 


WITH  MEXICO. 


Sow  ers.  Near  him  lay  another  perfectly  naked  and 
likewise  dreadfully  mangled.  Our  informant  was 
assured  that  five  other  bodies  lay  in  some  thick  cha- 
parral a short  distance  from  the  road.  Now  the  num- 
ber of  killed,  with  the  man  who  escaped,  exactly 
corresponds  with  that  of  the  party  which  accompa- 
nied the  unfortunate  Colonel  Sowers,  and  leaves  no 
doubt  in  our  mind  of  its  destruction. 

A party  of  Mexican  robbers  recently  captured 
near  Vera  Cruz  by  a parly  of  amateurs  under  Col. 
Banks.  Ten  of  them  have  been  tried  for  robbing, 
secreting  arms  and  ammunition,  &c.  Five  have  been 
acquitted  and  five  convicted.  The  latter  were  sen- 
tenced to  four  and  a half  months’  work  upon  the  pub- 
lic streets  and  thoroughfaies  in  chains.  Two  more 
yet  remained  to  be  tried.  We  hope  this  example 
may  be  salutary. 

The  Eagle  informs  us  that  on  the  28lh  a parly  of 
SIX  .Mexicans,  coming  into  Vera  Cruz  from  Santa  Fe 
were  attacked  by  some  of  their  own  countrymen  and 
robbed  of  all  they  had  about  them. 

The  Rio  Frio  Pass. — Now  becomes  the  great 
point  of  interest,  as  the  enemy  intend  to  make  a 
stand  there,  and  that  wo  shall  have  another  severe 
battle.  A gentleman  who  has  travelled  through  the 
country,  and  is  familiar  with  this  pass,  describes  it 
as  much  more  formidable  than  that  of  Cerro  Gordo. 
It  goes  through  the  mountain  with  a sleep  ascent, 
and  lor  nearly  three  miles  the  road,  with  higli  and 
rugged  bides,  is  only  sufficient  to  admit  the  passage 
of  a single  wagon  at  a time.  There  is,  no  possibi- 
lity of  turning  it,  and  no  mode  of  attack,  except  by  a 
direct  movement,  through  the  pass.  It  Ihis  really 
be  so,  we  should  think,  that  with  ordinary  science 
and  courage,  it  could  be  readily  defended,  but  we 
heard  pretty  much  the  same  story  o'  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  rather  think,  when  the  army  comes  to  Rio  Frio, 
some  other  plan  of  attack  will  be  more  practicable, 
than  by  marching  through  a single  narrow  gorge  of 
tlie  mountain,  for  two  or  three  miles  under  the  fire 

of  an  enemy,  on  the  sleep  sides  of  the  road.  The 
pass  is  about  36  miles  from  the  capital,  and  Rio  Frio 
(Cold  River)  supplies  the  city  with  water. 

[W.  O.  Tines. 

Col.  Haskell,  of  the  Tennessee  regiment  was 
much  injured  at  Jaiapa,  by  the  sudden  explosion  of 
one  of  the  brass  pieces  captured  from  the  Mexi- 
cans. 


Vera  Cruz  dates  to  the  1st  of  June  w'ere  receiv- 
ed at  New  Orleans  on  the  1st:  an  exciting  rumor 
from  Puebla,  mentioned  in  letters  from  Vera  Cruz, 
tliat  the  citizens  of  Puebla  had  risen  upon  General 
Worth,  and  cut  off  six  or  seven  hundred  of  his  men. 
The  rumor  was  in  every  man’s  mouth  at  Vera  Cruz 
and  much  credence  given  to  it.  The  latest  accounts 
prove  the  tale  to  be  unfounded. 

General  SliieM  ■ -xperied  shortly  at  Vera 
Cruz. 

Major  R.  Hainm  c i.  ..  fj.  s.  army,  died 

on  board  the  New  Grieao  , n the  2J  inst.,  on 
bis  passage  from  Vera  Cruz. 

Gen.  Scott  lell  Jalaj.a  on  Uie  23d  ult.  for  Puebla 
at  the  head  of  nearly  6,000  men. 

Gen.  Twiggs’  division  part  of  Scott’s  force  enter- 
ed Puebla  on  the  28th — ail  well. 

The  rumors  at  Puebla  on  the  23tb  was,  tliat  Gene- 
rals Biistamcnte  and  Loon  were  advancing  vvitli  a 
large  Mexican  force. 

The  diligence  no  longer  attempts  to  run  between 
Mexico  and  Puebla. 


New  Orleans  papers  of  the  8ih  furnish  further  in- 
lelligence  from  Vera  Cruz.  Tiie  Delta  says: 

Our  correspondents — whose  letters  are  to  the  231 
ult.  irora  Jaiapa — all  represtiu  Santa  Anna  as  being 

engaged  in  fortifying  Rio  Fno  with  a large  force 

General  Scott  is  pushing  on  to  meet  him  with  great 
haste.  Ere  this  the  battle  lias  occurred,  and  the  la't 
obstacle  to  the  entry  of  our  army  into  the  capital 
will  be  removed. 

i he  Picayune  says — From  Capt.  Lauinan,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  we  learn  that  the  work  of 
fortifying  Rio  Frio  was  going  on  rapidly.  The  En- 
glish courier,  who  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  the  night 
before  the  New  Orleans  left,  said  positively  there 
«eie  20, QUO  ,Vle.vicans  eiigageil  m the  work.  Ollier 
accounts  reduced  the  number  to  1-3,000,  but  on  this 
subject  the  explanation,  \ie  take  it,  is  that  any  num- 
ber of  men  can  be  raised  to  defend  the  city — that 
there  is  scarcely  a limit  to  the  hosts  that  can  be  con- 
centrated, if  the  means  of  feeding  them  can  be  pro- 
cured. But  that  tliese  liordes  are  well  armed  ami 
equipped,  or  possesses  any  discipline,  we  have  no 
faith.  Their  very  numbers  will  prove  an  obstacle 
ivlieii  llie  day  of  trial  comes. 
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Alihoijch  >f  'iOt  ■■'  ■' 

Slime  that  Gen.  Seott  renche  ■ t ^eni'i  ■ n h j 2!)i'i  ■ - 
Gapt.  Laiiman  estimates  the  total  of  cff-eiiee  .-lei- 
whom  Gen.  S.  co'ilr!  muster  at  Puetiia  •H  4 fiOt)  men 
at  the  farthest  This  is  of  course,  in'lependeut  of  Ine 
recruits  which  have  arrived  in  such  numbers  latel\ 
ot  Vera  Cruz. 

The  steamship  Telegraph  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz 
the  morninr  of  the  1st  instant,  with  Gen.Cadwalla 
der  and  a portion  of  his  comman  1.  Tliere  were 
three  companies  of  infantry  and  two  of  ‘tragoons  at 
Gen.  Twiggs’  old  camping  ground  pear  Vera  Cruz 
awaiting  Gen.  Cad waliader’s  arrival.  They  would 
proceed  up  with  him  at  once.  The  new  recruits 
suffer  very  much  upon  their  arrival.  As  soon  as 
landed  they  march  off  for  Santa  Fe,  through  the  deep 
sand,  the  weather  excessively  hot  and  a frightful 
scarcity  of  water.  Many  of  them  give  out  ami  are 
carried  back  to  the  city  to  be  placed  in  the  hospitals 
and  suffer  with  diarrhoei.  In  the  ho.spitals  at  Jalapa 
tiiere  are  said  to  be  about  800  sick. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  says— Gen.  Scott  had 
not  reached  Puebla,  but  was  between  that  place  and 
PcrolB. 

Major  Gaines,  Borland,  Cassius  Clay,  Midship 
man  Rodgers,  and  all  the  other  American  prison- 
ers, have  been  released,  and  were  at  liberty  in  the 

city.  . , I , 

Herrera  had  been  elected  president,  and  tne  cler- 
gy were  in  favor  of  peace.  It  was  said  he  would 
imme.dial.ely  make  a public  declaration  to  thal  effect. 
We  saw  a teller  by  the  last  arrival,  from  an  officerin 
Gen.  Scott’s  army,  and  whose  situation  was  highly 
favorable  for  obtaining  correct  informition,  which 
said  peace  would  shortly  be  made. 

Sickness  prevailed  to  a greatextent  at  Vera  Cruz. 
There  were  49  deaths  the  day  of  the  departure  of  the 
New  Orleans,  and  1 800  in  hospital,  this  included 
the  wounded  and  those  that  had  been  sent  from  Cerro 
Gordo.  . , . , , , 

The  news,  on  the  whole,  we  think,  is  favorable  as 
regards  peace,  or  at  least  of  a disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  to  make  it,  if  the  terms  should  be  ad- 
missible. 


The  New  Orleans  Della  says— 

We  have  received  El  Area  IrU,  from  Vera  Cruz, 
of  the  30ih  and  31st  May,  and  find  in  it  two  articles, 
in  which  the  editors  seem  to  believe  (from  corres- 
pondence shown  them  from  Puebla,  dated  27th,  that 
Santa  Anna  had  not  only  been  deposed  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  but  that  he  and  General  Canalizo 
had  been  arrested  and  were  a vailing  their  trial  at 
the  capital;  lliat  Gerci -I  Valencia  had,  in  co.ise  I 
quence,  been  appointee  . tie  '■  'ty  chief  of  the  mi-  I 
Jitary  forces  in  Mexico;  and  that  the  peace  parly  ] 
■was  progressing  rapidly,  since  it  was  confidently  ex-  j 
peeled  that  Generul  Herrera  had  been  elected  pre-  j 
sident.  El  Area  Iris  says,  that  although  it  does  not 
believe  all  these  reports  to  be  true,  st  II  there  is  so 
much  said  about  them  that  tliey  are  not  at  all  im- 
probable. The  Arco  Iris  also  learned  tiirougii  seve- 
ral persons  at  Vera  Cruz,  who  received  information 
from  the  interior,  that  the  peace  party  in  llie  capi- 
tal was  divided  into  two  parts,  one  in  favor  of  San- 
ta Anna,  and  the  other  in  tavor  of  Herrera  who 
were  tlis  two  prominent  candidates  for  the  presi- 


dency. 


A letter  in  llie  j 

. lla,  dialed  Jalapa, 

M-.jy  2 , has  It..-  , 

A train  ol  2Uii 
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■ . UUlili- 
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y tlie  hancers,  on 
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i .lied  and  eleici 

. pur- 
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sued  the  wretclie-,  ■■  ' ' kocss 

of  the  occasion  ,.  ouiu  ^ , i‘-'  uers, 

who  were  handed  over  to  trie  m a-oi..i3,  auo  almo-l 
instantly  shot  dead  Captain  Walker  has  1811  men, 
only  lOU  ' f which  are  mounted.  I'liey  aica  tiue 
•body,  atirt  their  gallant  commander  is  now  "Ike  lion” 
»f  Jalapa.  , , . , 

Gen.  P.  F.  Smith  has  recovered  his  health,  and 
has  faktii  command  of  liis  brigade,  (the  1st,)  in  Gen. 
Tu  iggs’  division.  He  marclied  on  Saturday  last,  with 
Gen.  S-coU,  for  Perote. 


A letter  dated  Vera  Cruz,  May  31,  says:  There 

are  vow  about  one  thousand  troops  liere,  ready  'and 


.;  !i  !■  ■ . iulig  ii:  - Mcklv  aiil'..  . 

II.  , ,r  f!f"en  hundred  men  vv  ■'■  : 

to  Miurcti. 

[Th“  furr-e  vhich  ’•eachi-d  Vera  Ci’uz  under  G . 
C'adwcllnrier  nn  the  ]<t  June,  from  Brazos,  we  o' 
Slime  ould  mimher  at  least  1,500  in  addition 
ilie  above,  ready  to  march  to  join  Gen.  Seott.] 

Gen.  L-j  Vega  it  at  Jalapa  on  parole. 

GENERAL  SCOTT's  ARMY. 

The  editorial  correspondent  of  the  N.  Orleans  Picay 
une,  Mr.  K'-ndall,  writes, 

Jalapa,  Mexico,  May  22,  1847. 

A .statement  is  made  in  mnnv  ofthe  papers  ofihe  Unit- 
ed Stales,  1 believe  in  the  Union  ainung  others,  to  the 
effect  that  General  Scott  will  shortly  have  '20,000  men 
with  wliich  to  maroli  upon  the  citv~nf  Mexico.  The 
a.ssertion  may  not  be  positively  made,  but  it  is  given  in 
such  a way  that  the  public  may  really  think  that  he  has 
this  overwheliniug  force.  Now,  what  is  the  real  state  of 
the  case?  1 will  give  it,  formed  upon  the  last  data. 

There  are  not  on  this  line  of  operations,  including  the 
garrisons  of  Vera  Cruz,  Jalapa.  and  Perote,  there  are 
not,  I say,  more  than  9 000  effective  men,  all  told;  nor 
are  more  than  1,000  recruits  at  the  present  time  on  the 
way  to  swell  the  number.  After  leaving  Perote  General 
Scott  will  not  liave  more  ih.an  6,000 — at  least  not  more 
than  6.500 — to  move  upon  tile  city  of  Mexico — infantry, 
artillery,  dragoons,  sappers,  ordnance  men,  and  volun- 
teers, all  told.  To  be  sure  they  are  all  good  men  and 
true,  and  in  a liody  can  fight  their  way  into  or  out  of  the 
country;  but  all  will  see  that  this  force  is  not  half  as  large 
as  the  public  may  think  it  is. judging  from  the  erroneous 
sia'emcuis  made  in  some  of  tlie  juurnals  of  the  country. 
Wheiiier  ilie  army  shniilil  nieei  with  new  successes,  or 
wlieilier  a reverse  should  overtake  it,  in  either  case  the 
number  of  men  sliould  be  known — if  successful,  the 
greater  will  be  the  credit  due  to  the  few  who  achieve  new 
laurels;  if  llie  contrary,  the  exact  number  of  men  sent  so 
far  into  the  heart  of  an  enemy’s  country  should  be  known 
and  published.  “England  expects  every  man  to  do  his 
duty — from  tlie  small  number  of  men  sent  on  an  enter- 
prise which  is  extremely  perilous,  it  would  seem  that  the 
United  Stales  expects  every  man  to  do  more.  General 
Scott  has  not  half  the  men  the  public  in  the  United  States 
think  he  has.  Yours,  &c.  G.  W.  K. 

“army  op  occupation.” 

Col.  Curtis,  of  the  3d  Ohio  regiment,  is  appointed 
assistant  adjutant  general  to  Gen.  Wool. 

Al  the  election  of  officers  in  the  Massachusetts 
regiment,  Lieut.  Colonel  Wright  was  chosen  colonel; 
Major  Abbott,  lieutenant  colonel;  and  Capt.  Webstar 
chosen  major. 

F'orn  itie  .Matamoros  Flag  we  learn  that  liHijt. 
col.  AUtioU.  '.vi'a  •'  ur  l.■ornp.ulit“i  of  Ma>s.ichu-u;ils 
vo'-i.Maer-,  CM'  'll  wagon  f ain  and  a i;U'ut>er  oi 
inilier'.  horse-  ^ k up  'h-’  line  of  uiavrii  o-  C"r 
ralvo  nn  S--  i' ■ '■  29  !i  '■  f^oi.  Wi  • ii 
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leul.  Col.  T.  P.  Moore.  Cap. 

Reyi.iuu-  Co,,  |.aiiy,  Irom  fwictiigan,  will  p.ooa 
leave  to  morrow  on  the  steamship  Mary  K.tiigslauu 
lor  the  same  liesliuation. 

I ol.  E G.  W.  Butler  w ill  about  the  15ih  prox., 
estahlish  his  headquarters  at  Pala  Alto,  where  Capt 
Butler’s  conipany,  Irom  Pennsylvania,  Captain  Mer- 
ritU’s  of  Maryland,  and  Capt.  Hagan’s,  ot  Alabama, 
ate  already  encamped,  and  wtiere  he  will  be  jr)ined 
by  Capt.  Caldwell’.s,  of  Norlti  Carolina,  and  Captain 
Duff’s,  of  New  York- there  to  await  orders  from 
General  Taylor,  Capt.  Sitgreaves’a  company,  from 


- o ' VO  j i jeut.  Coi  .-i  . al  V-  ' 

' - -ihuv  iiis|)o-jiion  of  the  con;;;  : : . 

Gi  v -'0(  is.lifjv  hepu  'u;i-ie  bv  a recent  ord  r ir  uii  Ilm 
ai  jo  I general’s  ffice.  We  cannot  but  regret  that 
till-,  -uperb  troop  has  been  divided,  on  account  of  its 
a'lanl  rninnel,  who  entered  the  service  with  the 
deter  ination  of  making  it  an  honor  to  the  country, 
Ol . I iir  fpssiunal  parlance,  the  crack  reg  ms  it  of 
the  war.  He  vt  ill  now  only  have  one  half  ol  hi-i  re- 
giment with  him;  and  althoiiih  when  he  joins  Geo. 
Taylor,  Lieutenant  Col.  May’s  squadron  will  proba- 
bly be  attached  to  his  command,  it  would  certainly 
be  more  agreeable  to  him  to  have  his  own  regiment 
practiced  in  the  art  of  war  under  his  immediate  in- 
struction and  in  a body.  Colonel  Butler,  we  believe, 
loo,  would  be  glad  to  take  an  entire  regiment  to  the 
support  of  Gen.  Taylor,  who  must  stand  in  need  of 
this  force  from  the  length  of  his  communications — 
and  especially  so  since  the  voitigueurs,  first  ordered 
to  the  Rto  Grande,  have  been  ordered  to  join  Gen. 
Scott. 

The  diversion  of  troops  intended  for  Gen.  Taylor’s 
column  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  is  not  de- 
signed that  the  Rio  Grande  army  shall  make  a 
movement  towards  San  Luis  Putosi  for  some  time. — 
Though  Colonel  Butler  takes  but  half  a regiment 
with  him,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  he  will 
make  that  half  felt  along  the  lines  of  Canales’  operas 
tions.  The  material  composing  his  command  is  of 
the  best  quality  and  there  is  no  more  vigorous  officer 
in  the  service  than  he. — .V.  0.  Picayune. 

Mexico. — General  Santa  Anna  had  tendered  hU 
resignation  as  president  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
but  it  was  not  accepted.  He  still  retains  a strong 
party  in  his  favor,  willing  to  place  their  trust  in  his 
management  of  affairs.  Preparations  are  said  to  be 
making  to  resist  the  march  of  the  American  troops  at 
the  formidable  pass  of  Rto  Frio. 

Extracts  from  letters  dated — 

Cily  of  JHexico,  *iay  29,  1847. — From  here  1 have 
nothing  worthy  of  notice  to  communicate  except 
that  Santa  Anna  yesterday  resigned  Uie  presidency, 
but  it  is  not  known  yet  whether  Congress  will  admit 
of  It.  He  w-as  induced  to  take  itiat  course  from  the 
opposition  he  meets  in  itis  views  of  carrying  on  the 
defence  of  the  cily,  and  from  some  defamatory  writ- 
ings which  appeared  in  the  public  papers  against  hia 
past  conduct.  It  is  generally  expecied  itiat  itie 
Americans  will  be  tiere  about  the  15  n ol  next  ni  min; 
and,  considering  the  stale  of  Ibitig-  m tlie  c .(uiai,  i 
may  say  lliai  itiey  will  meet  wan  i-u  siiglit  resiji- 
anre  on  itie  part  of  this  government. 

Anolliei  teller  ol  the  same  date  says: 

L.:a  eek  Sji  la  Anna  commenced  fortifying 
G ti  .loop  ,P.  lion  and  -tl ijicalzingo,  near  I'.e  sou- 
lo  . llie  city;  ijiil  unusUai  disap|)robaUon  Was  the 
r, ■ , and  lienee  his  reason  for  offering  his  resigua- 
t I.  s .-up,.osed  it  wiii  be  accepted,  ami  in 

.;!  receive  tlie  iiomiiialiori.  J'liero  m 
; ,1)  no  3.UU0  iroons  in  the  city. 

, gem.  .nan  from  ttie  City  of  Mexico,  wim  uai 
oi-e  of  the  American  prisoners  capliiied  by  Lirre, 
n.  i .een  C.imargo  and  Mo.nterey,  came  down  0,7 
t I.  -rail.',  having  liecii  liberated  by  Ilia  E iglisii 
isti  r nc  liaving  clai  ..ed  Brilisli  proibclion  Ha 
rf  • I ts  all  tue  American  otfi.  ■,  rs  llial  w.-ie  pri-  n.- 
•.I’,  -.arole. 

A letter  from  Stn  Luis,  Mexico,  sa^ li.ii  ‘ .. 
country  adjacenl  was  completely  si.  ip(-ed  of  an  ii  ' 
produce  VO  Iced  me  army  ui  39,Ud6  .icn  .ihicn  8 m.. 
A ; K-  pt  np  tliere  lor  moi.Uis  prior  to  the  rmiile 
ec  . isla;  and  now  even  llie  ntizi-o.  m.f  to 
7.  ; snfForing  lor  wai'd  o;  tne  co..i,..-j.i  ..an,; 

't  . ■(  In-  iVi.'Xicoii  •'■eniiii.rnt  til  a a: 

. ,'.n  me  ..  o.inncci  soldiery,  a. JO  .7  ^ - .i 

' een  nraggiiig  l.'icir  mangled  inno  ai  /.o  (ru- 
ts, and  begging,  alas,  loo  olti-n  in  i,:. 

. Cnsio..g  is  to  be  I'nijmi',  ijf  iVe 

. to  .viassacliuseus  legl  ..-nl  ims  iou  ,-o  l- 
: 0 Col  Abuotl,  wi.ii  io.o  c .ii,.a.o-75  o. 

v-.o'  ■ cel's,  est.  .'.mg  a wog  11  tiai.'- 
Li  .,ny  li'.i--  . o,.  . li..e  oi 

, ,1.1  ....  gy,.  - lino, Co  . Wriglit, 

..ia.no.„  -.AC..  ■ ,.aiiios,  proceeded  oy  Doat 
a.go,liien  i .0  .vl  m ei  ej  as  soon  as  trai  spor- 
c oe  ,1  . 

, s 1,  .'n  Mjt.nnoros  after  the  de- 

,,ai  lUrc  ol  ilie  ,vi j-saonuseU.s  regiment,  will  be  three 
r.i  ..ip  .iitcs  ol  the  3d  dragoons — Hagan’s  Butler’s  and 
iViei  rick’s.  Tliese  dragoon  companies  are  not  yet 
liiiiiisbeU  with  horses,  and  il  is  uncertain  when  they 
will  be  mounted — proSaUly  not  until  Uiey  are  called 
into  actne  service,  without  affording  an  opporluiiily 
to  drill. 

The  Matamoros  Flag,  of  the  2d  instant,  celeuralcB 
the  first  anniversary  01  the  establishment  of  that  pi- 
per. 
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CrNERAf,  Tayi.or’s  FoncKS. — Thi?  Flag  has  a lour; 
anicle  eniitleH  ‘'fnots  asninsl  ficlion.”in  wliicli  ilie  siale- 
meiit  of  the  Union  llinl  the  Iwehe  months’  voliinirers  are 
10  be  ri  plaoeH  by  fresh  troops  sufficient  to  swell  the  force 
under  Gen.  Taylor  to  nearly  10,000  men  is  controverted. 
'I’he  Flag  says: 

Blit  four  regiments  of  the  late  ten  have  been  allotted 
to  Gen.  Taylor,  and  of  these  even,  but  a few  companies 
have  arrived,  although  the  twelve  month  volunieers  are 
being  mustered  out  with  the  utmost  celerity.  But  sup- 
posing these  four  regiments  to  be  complete,  and  here  is 
all  the  force  that  is  even  promised  to  this  division  of  the 
army. 

The  three  and  a half  regiments  above  alluded  to,  com- 


prise, 2,400 

Four  regiments,  consisting  of  the  Virginia, 

North  Carolina,  Massachusetts  and  Mississippi,  2,400 
,‘^ix  companies  of  artillery,  420 

Four  companies  of  dragoons,  240 

And  of  mounted  Texans,  about  350 


5,8i0 

From  this  deduct  for  sickness  and  other  ca- 
fualiies  at  least  iwi-my  per  cent.  1 ,100 


And  we  have  General  Taylor’s  real  effective 
force,  4.G40 


From  this  .small  force  garrisons  are  to  be  supplied  for 
the  longest  line  of  communicaiion  known  to  the  modern 
limes,  extending  from  the  (jiilfof  Mexico  to  the  confines 
of  the  desert  beyond  the  Sierra  Madre.  By  stripping  this 
line  almost  to  tlie  verge  of  total  abandonment  jeopardiz- 
ing immense  depots  of  provisions  and  tniliiary  stores,  &c. 
&.C.,  General  Taylor  would  leave  Saltillo  at  the  head  ol 
about  2000  men. 

This,  with  due  deferrence  to  the  late  edition  at  Wash- 
ington, is  the  Rio  Grande  arithmetic,  where  we  count 
muskets  in  the  field,  instead  of  parading  unfilled 
muster  rolls;  or  in  plain  English,  the  fact  as  it  really 
exists,  instead  of  the  round  asseriion  of  warrior-politi- 
cians. 

The  dVfonteret/  Pioneer  of  the  13rh,  says— The  regi- 
ments now  here,  and  in  or  near  Saltillo  whose  terms  of 
service  will  soon  expire  are  the  following — 1st,  2d,  and 
3d  Ohio;  1st,  2d,  and  3d  Indiana;  1st  and  2d  Illinois;  2d 
Kentucky  infantry,  and  Arkansas  cavalry.  ’I'hey  will 
be  replaced  by  the  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Massachu- 
setts, Texas  and  2d  Mississippi  regiments,  and  13ih,  14th 
15ih  and  16;h  infantry 

Steamboat  disasters  on  the  Rio  Grande,  above  Matamo 
ros. — The  Gazelle,  laden  with  government  stores,  totally 
los’;  the  Sabine,  Capt.  Sterrel,  sunk;  the  brig  Halchee, 
sunk;  the  Lama,  collapsed  a flue. 

Gen.  Taylor’s  force  — The  New  Orleans  Delta,  of 
the  8th  instant,  says — 

‘ We  yesterday  co.iversed  with  several  gentlemen  who 
came  passengers  in  the  steamship  Mew  Orleans,  from 
the  Brazos;  they  are  directly  from  Gen.  Taylor’s  camp. 
Whetiier,  when  Gen.  Taylor  would  be  fully  reinforced, 
he  wc'ild  make  any  advance  movement,  vv.-is  no:  known. 
At  present  there  is  not'dng  to  give  indicaiioo  ofit.  The 
despatches  from  Washington,  of  which  Mr.  P irish  w 
bearer,  wl.o  has  before  this  reached  the  general’s  camp, 
may  influence  his  movements. 

I'  is  strange  enough,  and  it  goe.s  to  show  what  Hide 
concert  of  action  or  interchange  of  opinion  there  is  be- 
tween the  two  commanding  generals,  that  Gon.  Taylor 
slum!  0 on  the  28th  uli.,  have  received  a letter  fr.nn  Gen 
Scoi  , addressed  to  him  at  San  Luis  Potosi.  Kent  o 
Illinois,  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Indiana,  and  Arkan-^  is 
dr.  V.-  tr  ' ■ rhe  field  between  the  1st  and  25'h  ■’  f.'i  ■ i 
io;  tiis  fie  would  have  only  the  tuo  s(]ii:'.  : .,fi 

M :y  and  Su-en,  (U.  S.  dragoons,)  Br.agg'.o  and  VV  ',-’.  I 
,’s  huileries.  and  Hum’s  company  ol  ariilcrv,  im-  ! 
ot  the  new  regiments  of  volunteers  are  comii.  • n .sop.  ! 
. V the  place  about  to  be  vocalerl.  Virginiu  In-  !;i 
a ward  a regimen!  of  inf.n:ry,  .Mississippi  aoo  ber.  f 
'arolina  m.oiber.  and  .Ma-sai;bu.Sfclts  an.i  iier.  Texas 
as  the  til,  c unnoted  co.iipanies  of  Ghev.il  e in  ilu; 
field,  and  General  Taylor  i to  have  four  of  the  ten  regi- 
■ -I’s  lately  raised  This  -ives  him  eiL’lit  regiin'o  is’o 
I e.,!y  the  loss  of  thirteen.  Half  of  the  force  ..I  Ge  . 

I’  vlor  is  disposed  of  in  placing  garrisons  at  points  on 
il:e  line  of  communication  with  his  supplies.” 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  CLERGT  OF  SAN  LUIS  POTOSI  TO 
THE  PEOPLE. 

The  clergy  of  this  slate  wouM  not  be  a depository 
of  Uie  high  and  sublime  power  which  has  been  pla- 
ced in  its  bands,  nor  worthy  of  the  glorious  name  of 
Mexicans,  if  it  should  behold  the  last  sigh  of  onr 
ht'ly  religion  and  our  beloved  country,  and  remain  in 
cold  indifference,  without  raising  its  voice  to  arou-e 
its  compatriots  from  that  indolent  apathy  in  which 
for  more  than  a year  the)  have  been  submerged;  and 
if  it  should  not  cause  them  to  comprehend  our  pres- 
ent lamentable  and  disastrous  situation,  and  to  know 
ani  secure  the  means  of  our  salvation.  To  do  this, 
is  cur  sole  object. 

The  cabinet  of  Washington  have  determined  to 
perpetrate,  in  the  present  age,  a horrible  crime — 
rare,  indeed,  in  the  annals  of  the  whole  world.  Am 
bitious  to  extend  their  prosperity  and  temporal  pow- 
er, and  to  perpetuate  their  race  to  the  last  of  coming 
generations,  they  have  not  hesitated  to  violate  to- 
wards the  gentle  sociely  of  Mexico  the  most  sacred 
of  human  rights.  In  their  wild  delirium,  they  behold, 


w ith  raving  thirst,  the  opulence  of  onr  temples,  the 
riches  of  our  church,  the  magnificence  of  onr  home- 
steads, the  angelic  beauty  of  onr  weakersex,  the 
immense  and  inexhaustible  treasures  of  our  moun 
tains,  the  fertility  of  our  fields,  and  the  beautiful 
variety  of  our  climate;  and  ever  the  impl.Tcable  ene- 
mies of  our  race  and  origin,  they  have  taken  rapid 
steps  to  extinguish  our  name,  and  possess  themselves 
of  all  these  precious  gifts. 

> ou  have  already  seen  them,  compatriots.  In 
vain  is  the  memory  of  the  thousand  and  thousand 
assassinations  committed  at  Palo,  Alto  Resaca  dc  la 
Pa  ima,  Monterey,  Angostura,  Ve:  a Cruz  and  Ceiro 
Gordo — in  vain  have  we  seen  multitudes  of  Mexicans 
wandering  in  the  woods,  and  pursued  like  wild  beasts, 
in  their  own  coiinlry  robbed  of  their  property  and 
driven  from  their  families — in  vain  do  we  recall  the 
multitude  of  peaceable  and  honorable  men,  who 
have  been  insulted,  seized  and  beaten,  in  presence  of 
a beloved  daughter  or  idolized  wife — in  vain  do  we 
recollect  the  proud  barbarity,  the  shameless  cruelty 
required  to  burn  the  village,  to  stay  the  simple  rus- 
tic, the  feeble  woman,  and  the  innocent  child,  as  w'e 
beheld  at  Agua  Nneva,  Hidalgo,  and  other  towns  at 
the  North.  But  what  can  we  hope  from  a horde  of 
robbers,  destitute  of  humanity — monsters,  who  bid 
defiance  to  the  laws  of  nature,  when  they  even 
insult,  rob  and  contemn  God  in  his  holy  temple.? — 
When  a man  eniers  on  a career  of  vice,  and  throws 
aside  the  reins  of  religion,  the  insensibility  and  obdu- 
racy of  which  he  is  capable  can  hardly  be  believed. 
What  can  we  expect  Ifom  (hese  Vandals,  vomited 
from  hell  to  scourge  the  nations,  when  we  know  that 
they  worship  no  God  but  gold,  and  aspire  to  no  happi- 
ness but  the  gratification  of  their  brutal  passions.? — 
A wise  writer  of  Ihe  last  century  has  said  that ‘‘man 
without  religion  is  a terrible  aunimal,  who  appears 
only  to  enjoy  his  liberty  in  destroying  and  devouring.” 
Such,  in  effect,  appears  to  be  the  picture  which  Pro- 
vidence, with  a high  design,  has  designed  to 
present  to  us.  Yes  compatriots!  you  have  seen  it — 
our  religion,  our  country,  our  liberty,  our  lives,  our 
property — nothing — nothing  i«  respected:  and  if  they 
spare  even  our  existence,  it  is  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  it  to  profit  in  the  unhappy  condition  of 
slavery.  And  finally,  they  will  endeavor,  as  vve  have 
already  said,  to  blot  our  name  f rom  the  catalogue 
of  nations. 

Fellow  citizens  of  Potosi!  Can  yon  behold,  with 
waking  eyes,  and  without  the  blood  freezing  in  your 
veins  a condition  so  humiliating,  a fate  so  disastrous 
and  frightful.?  Can  your  bold  and  valiant  character 
behold  w ithout  rage  that  the.  foot  of  a hei  etie  adven- 
turer should  defile  your  maguificeii'  temples,  deslioy  j 
your  venerated  images,  and  Ira.nple  even  pori  your  j 
God,  overthrowing  \our  holy  sacraments,  ami  i!e- ! 
privirig  the  Ctn  istian  soul  ol  Hu-  Miblnne  virlues  and  ! 
exalted  enjoyments  Cff  the  angel-.?  vV'll  you  j)'-r  ,it  I 
that  a coveio.,s  and  bailKir  nis  - mi-.hkI  ■ n.. 

lage  th-dl  God  w ho  has  visited  and  coi..v.d>-,l  you  i ■ I 
your  lufinjiili.  s — . ho  acconi|)a:i!.  s yon  in  Ine.  n.  i i 
till;  iran-nii  n i.  ..m  life  to  Ihe.  e'.j:.y  ment  . : the  eler- 
, ‘ bedliluiic?  ;Vill  you  i-O'.-.  - . k,.  .li..,! 

e iiiT  In  'i  ■ I .U:s  ol  ) ' n I i ..  ■ rci  - n . a:U 
'i..-  sign  of  you  . dem))ti"U  , .v  leu?  Finally, 

fi  low  ciIiZl,..  VI  ill  you  tji.  -n-eii  .:  ■ I . (tie  loss  of 
y ur  religion,  . ui  lemplr  .,  .-nn  e'  i the  sweet 

n .me  of  Chi  Is. 1.1  : ? V.  . ■ : : ij.p  il  to  j ou. 

Y nir  I'aniiln-  ..nii.nng.  ; ' .,ie  In.  ado!  the 

W lid,  anil  Hu  .'  . . n . ..•siiii  -I  .ill;  -ad  ir 

aole  religion  Jesus  ..  ..  • y-  ;is--  :,ud  Hire 

will  be  none  no  an  n-  .: 

Your  daugliti  IS  ..no  J Ml  , , ..  ciz ' 1 in 

luyoursig.il.  au.i  made  . .u  ms  ^ ,uvi  us  pas- 
.-10II-,  even  in  ilii; -.ii'cels  ai.  ui.n  y.  .,  urten- 
der  .sous  will  ex,  ii  c.on  Hie  , ii..i,  . ,iu  ; ,ri)  i . of  Itu- 
bai'liarous  couq  u I'ors,  direc  mg  , i au.s  j -u  lieir  la  t 
looks  ol  fear  and  agony,  and  ;ou  yourselves,  will  be 
seized  and  bound  like  brutish  beasts  for  the  dungeons 
of  slavery;  and  savege  men,  filthy  prostitutes,  and 
wild  beasts,  will  come  and  enjoy  Ihe  comforts  and 
delicacies  of  your  liomes.  Y^es,  lello.v  citizens  oi 
Potosi,  hear  it!  one  hundred  thousand  times  vve  tell 
you — hear  it! — this  learful  calauiity  comes  upon  you; 
it  arrives  at  your  threshold;  and  in  comp  iaiice  with 
our  high  uuty — attend,  listen — we  antiuuiice  to  you, 
you  shall  suffer  all  this  rriisl'urlune,  in  all  its  weight, 
if  you  do  not  awake  from  the  profound  sleep  in 
winch  we  buhold  you  prostrated,  and  assist,  us  in 
raising  a force  worthy  of  the  sacred  cause  in  which 
vve  are  engaged,  and  the  glory  of  our  name. 

The  invader  does  not  retrograde,  lie  has  sur- 
rounded, in  a manner,  our  temlory — he  has  left  us 
hardly  a retreat.  We  ougfil  not,  in  so  perilous  a sit- 
uation, to  abandon  n cause  truly  important  and  co  n- 
mon,  wholly  to  our  armed  force,  weak  oy  its  num- 
bers,  impotent  by  its  smallness — weak  through  us 
poverty,  its  sufferings  and  Us  past  labors,  though 
worthy  by  its  never  sutlicieiitiy  esiiinaied  valor. — 
N”!  It  concerns  our  cotiimon  interests — all  that  man 


holds  most  ib-ar  on  i-nriii  Let  ns  flv  then,  all  of  , 
to  the  combat — placing  ourselves  under  the  d ireci  ioii 
of  our  authorities— let  us  fully  and  sincerely  place, 

in  their  hands,  our  fortunes  and  our  persons let  us 

enlist  with  promptitude,  and  with  whatever  arms 
vve  may  be  able  to  obtain — let  us  throw  aside  the 
senseless  desire  nf  living  longer — lei  us  encourage 
solely  an  insatiable  desire  to  die,  lor  our  religion!  our 
country,  and  the  honor  of  our  families — make  eflec- 
tive  that  compassion,  hitherto  sterile,  which  you 
should  shovv  for  your  lender  children.  Let  us  die 
before  we  see  ourselves  degr.sded  to  slaves,  in  a 
strange  land,  deserted,  or  followed,  perh  ips,  by  some 
ancient  father,  some  son,  or  a vvife  whose  linea  uonls 
are  already  changed,  every  where  abhorred,  o-ir 
powers  prostrated  by  Ihe  wsight  of  indigence,  sen- 
ding forth  cries  and  lamentations,  without  finding  a 
-ingle  being  to  extend  to  us  a Ininil  of  pity!  Potosi- 
nos!  for  the  slave  there  is  no  con.solaliou;  his  respect 
and  tiis  glory  are  eclipsed  forever. 

These  are  the  sole  means  of  salvation.  Lot  us  all 

unite.  Let  us  forget  our  douiestic  disagreements: 

and  authorities, army,  people  and  priesthood,  all  all 
form  a compact  mass  and  resign  ourselves  to  death 
rather  than  turn  our  backs  to  the  enemy,  or  survive 
our  misfortunes  and  disgrace.  Lsl  us  swear  to  God 
to  die  for  His  religion,  and  to  the  country  for  its  in- 
dependence. Let  U3  swear  to  the  tender  child,  the 
delicate  niai.ien,  and  decrepid  age,  that  vve.  shall 
have  sunk  into  Ihe  grave  before  one  of  those  proud 
Vandals  shall  place  a hand  upon  them! 

Potosinos!  these  are  the  words  of  your  clergy,  and 
vve  shall  not  fail  to  inculcate,  in  the  villages  and 
lovvns,  and  from  the  pulpits  of  the  capital,  these 
i grand  sentiments.  In  your  hands  is  the  religion 
which  your  fathers  have  left  you,  liie  country  which 
Heaven  has  awarded  you,  the  honor  of  your  daugh- 
ters and  your  wives,  the  lives  of  your  tender  infants, 
and  your  whole  future  fate.  If  you  wish  it,  you  may 

enjoy  them  all.  It  depends  on  a heroic  sacrifice. 

Make  it! 

Two  fates  are  left  open  for  you:  To  be  vile  slaves, 
or  independent  Catholics.  Choose.  If  the  former 
bend  the  knee  to  the  invader;  if  the  latter,  prepare 
for  the  combat.? 

Comprehend  it — these  are  Ihe  last  moments.  If 
by  indolence  you  incur  an  unhappy  fate,  if  your  re- 
ligion must  fly  to  a more  hardy  soil,  disgrace  and 
ignominy  will  fall  upon  you.  To  your  Priest- 
hood will  remain  'he  satisfaction  of  having  exfiosed 
to  you  the  dan-r.'f,  and  indicated  the  means  most  ef- 
fectual and  be,!  adapted  to  our  circumstances.  And 
we  conjure  you  not  to  listen  to  our  words  ivithout 
emotion,  assured  that  you  meet  u;  us  a tender  par- 
ent who  consoles  an  suec.u-s  y oui  amilie.s,  a iiuman 
Irieml  >v  ho  anoints  your  wounils,  a Cnnstian  Priest 
who  dispenses  to  yon  the  last  consolations  uf  re)i’''iou 
w 1,0  guards  and  reiuembeis  your  ashes;  a conipan-' 

I .-.I  u.'.u  does  I'iul  abandon  you  in  the  day  of  battle 
a i V ho  now  even  is  vvilliiig  to  bare  bis  breast  in 
dr  cnee  of  the  religion  ol  Jesus  Christ  and  of  the 
111.1-1  i.ei.ived  republic  of  Alexmo. 

(Signed)  iVIa.nuel  i.'iEZ, 

Fr  iiiAMJl.L  NavaRRETE, 

PriMO  r LLICIANO  CaSTRO, 

I R.  Ignacio  tiAMPAVO, 

Fr.  Blas  Enciso, 

1' R.  Jose  de  San  Alberto, 

Dr.  Fr.  Felix  Rosa  .Angel. 

San  Luis  Potosi,  April  28ib,  1847. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  BUE.VA  VIS  PA. 

OF  FTC  I AL  ~~~L1EUTEN  AMT  W II.  SIIOVER'S  DESPATCH 

Camp  at  al'ua  jV itera,  Mexico, 

March  24,  1847. 

Sir;— By  your  direction  1 luve  the  ii  .,ior  L , report 
nil  jp.  laoou'  .vithone  .-  e of  artillery  fiom  lue 
Dal  . rj  111  light  eoiiipau  .J  3 I arlilleiy,  at  ;in  i near 
Saltillo,  on  the  22  i a i 2.j  . o Frb  uary,  181/. 


O I the  iooi':ii 
near  Saltillo 
to  as<tsl in  p 
Mississippi  I it' 
deleiiee,  D . 
placed  as  to  i 
Hie  froilt  b-'in 


22J  I I'-asleltal  ihe  cauip 
piece,  of  artillery  (G  puonucr) 
tic  -amp.  'Pv.jco  . unies  Ol 
I 1 in  Hie  ca  fo.’  a.- 
I 111  Hie  vvago.i.i  Were  so 
. c for  part  ul  the  camp, 
jy  my  gu.i  and  t vo  couipa. 
Dies  of  rilieiiieii,  with  a cross  fire  in  trout  from  'he 
fori. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23J,  the  General  gave  me 
direction  to  w atcii  the  imitioris  of  a large  body  of  Hie 
eiR-my’d  cavalry  in  -.iain  below  Saltillo;  an. I if 
they  came  up  upon  ,ie  plain  above  the  city  and 
attacked  the  camp,  to  “delend  it  to  the  last  exireiii- 
ily.” 

Soon  after  the  General  left  for  the  lines  beyond 
Buena  Vista,  I discovered  small  parties  of  the  enemy 
eoiiiing  up  from  the  lower  filain,  and  elimbiiig  rngli 
into  Hie  mountains  to  the  lelf  of  Hie  road,  evideiiHy 
to  overlook  the  upper  plain  and  baitle  field. 
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Just  at  this  lime  two  heavy  squadrons  of  the  ene- 
my’s lancers  came  upon  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  above  Arispa’s  Mills.  They  advanced 
rapidly  towards  the  road  and  halted  near  it  so  as  to 
be  just  out  of  the  reach  of  ray  gun  and  those  at 
the  fort.  I fired  two  shots,  but  without  effect.  In 
this  position  they  picked  up  a few  stragglers.  As 
the  runaways  from  the  army  reported  our  force 
routed,  and  believing  we  should  have  to  make  a 
desperate  stand  to  defend  the  camp,  I deemed  it  im- 
possible, at  that  moment,  to  attack  ihem  on  the  open 
plain.  I had  my  gun  ready,  horses  harnessed,  kc., 
to  make  a dash  at  the  first  favorable  moment: 

I watched  with  a glass,  from  an  elevated  position, 
and  saw  that  our  troops  were  not  all  routed,  and 
that  from  the  direction  in  which  our  cannon  were 
firing  that  every  thing  was  going  well  in  our  lines. 
The  lookouts  in  the  mountains  had  evidently  com- 
municated by  signals  with  the  enemy  in  the  plain 
below  the  city;  for  early  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole 
body  ofthe  enemy’s  cavalry  (mostly  lancers)  came 
upon  the  plain  in  one  vast  column.  They  halted  in 
column  behind  the  advanced  squadrons  near  the 
road.  Capt.  Webster,  from  the  fort,  fired  some  shells 
at  them,  but  without  effect,  as  the  distance  was  too 
great. 

After  remaining  a short  time  in  this  position  they 
wheeled  into  line  and  moved  off  towards  the  moun- 
tain, and  obliquely  towards  Buena  Vista.  I saw 
this  was  the  time  to  attack  them,  believing  that  I 
could  drive  them  from  the  plain,  or  else  bring  them 
down  in  a charge  upon  our  position,  where  I knew 
perfectly  well,  with  two  companies  of  riflemen  to 
support  me,  we  could  beat  them  off',  and  rout  them. 
Thus  my  first  intention  was  to  advance  rapidly  upon 
them,  and  fire,  and  retire  to  camp  if  they  attempted 
to  charge  with  their  wliole  force. 

Accordingly  1 advanced  at  a rapid  gallop,  with  a 
single  piece,  in  an  open  plain,  upon  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  cavalry,  mostly  lancers. — 
By  the  time  I w as  within  striking  distance,  the  whole 
column  was  in  motion  towards  the  lower  plain.  I 
halted  and  fired  several  shots  at  the  flank  ofthe  col- 
umn. 1 again  advanced  upon  them,  halted,  and  fired 
a few  rounds  in  rapid  succession,  producing  some 
coufusion  at  least,  in  their  ranks.  About  this  time 
a large  crowd  of  stragglers,  &c.,  something  like  a 
hundred,  had  gMhered  about  my  gun,  mounted  in  all 
sorts  of  style,  and  armed,  some  with  swords,  some 
with  pistols,  some  with  muskets,  rifles,  doubled  bar- 
reled guns,  &c..  and  yelling  tremendously,  but  with- 
out any  order  or  organization. 

I again  advanced  and  fired  several  rounds,  when 
I discovered  that  Captain  Webster  bad  started  a piece 
to  my  support.  About  this  time  I found  1 w'as  getting 
rather  too  far  from  camp  to  retreat  if  the  enemy 
made  a rapid  charge,  thus  place, g myself  and  com- 
mand in  imminent  danger  unless  1 observed  great 
caution.  I discovered  that  the  head  ofihe  enemy’s 
column  was  far  advanced  along  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, and,  in  consequence  of  the  many  ravines,  could 
not  readily  come  to  the  assistance  of  ihe  rear.  I 
again  advanced  with  coiifiilence,  believing  1 could 
easily  keep  olf  the  rear  of  the  column.  Wiien  with- 
in good  range  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  nearly  all 
the  enemy  had  passed  into  the  ravine.s  and  behind  a 
small  hill  III  my  front.  Suddenly  I discovered  a sin- 
gle horseman  in  our  front  watching  our  movements. 

1 suspected  at  once  that  tiiere  was  a large  force 
drawn  up  under  cover  of  the  lull  to  charge  upon 
my  gun  the  moinenl  i should  come  upon  the  Hill, 
ihe  hill,  thus,  being  within  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  ot  them.  1 advanced  alone  at  full  gallop  sev- 
eral hundred  yards,  when  suddenly  1 saw,  close  in 
front  o(  me,  a heavy  column,  eight  deep,  ready  for 
the  charge.  I galloped  back,  moved  my  piece  to  the 
light  to  a conunanding  position,  and  tired  a single 
shot  into  them,  when  they  all  fled.  Just  at  this  mo- 
ment, by  some  accident,  the  pole  of  the  gun-limber 
was  broken.  1 immediately  caused  the  limber  of 
the  caisson  to  supply  its  place.  The  men,  with  most 
commendable  activity,  replaced  it  with  a spare  pole 
IroMi  the  caisson.  Whilst  this  was  being  done,  I gal- 
loped to  the  top  of  the  hill  above  Arispa’s  Mills, 
Where  a grand  sight  burst  upon  my  view.  The  whole 
column  was  winding  its  way  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  and  through  the  ravines,  more  than  half 
Ihe  column  being  in  range  of  my  gun.  I galloped 
back  to  bring  it  up,  placed  it  in  position  and  fired 
rapidly  into  their  crowded  ranks,  producing  consid. 
erable  conlusion  and  much  execution.  One  squad- 
ron was  faced  to  the  rear  by  fours,  and  began  to  move 
back  briskly  with  the  evident  intention  of  chargiug 
me,  vvlien  a shot  sent  into  their  ranks  sent  them  off 
to  the  left  about  in  a gallop.  1 continued  to  fire  upon 
them  as  long  as  they  were  in  reach,  evidently  doing 
them  much  damage.  Owing  to  the  deep  ravines 
over  wtiich  they  passed  1 could  follow  them  no  fur 
ther,  but  1 felt  very  much  gratified  that  we  hud  been 
able  to  drive  them  from  the  plain. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  firing,  the  howitzer 
under  Lieut.  Donaldson  did  serious  execution,  as  we 
could  see  shells  bursting  in  and  near  their  ranks. 

Thus  having  followed  the  enemy  over  an  open 
plain  for  near  three  miles,  from  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retire,  I leisurely  returned  to  camp. 

W.  FI.  SHOVER,  1st  Lieut.  3n  Art. 

To  Capt.  B.  Bragg,  comd’g  light  company  C,  2d 
artillery. 

From  the  Correspondent  ofthe  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Monterey,  April  27,  1847. 

On  our  way  fromCamargo  to  this  place  we  passed 
through  several  ranchos,  or  small  settlements.  Most 
of  the  houses  have  been  burnt  down  since  the  occur- 
rence of  the  seventy  teamsters,  of  whom,  I presume, 
you  have  heard  of  before  now.  For  three  miles,  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  where  this  brutal  deed  was 
coinmiiled,  are  strewed  the  bodies  of  the  ill  fated 
dead,  which  are  still  lying  exposed  to  the  burning 
heat  of  the  sun,  cut  and  mangled  in  such  a manner 
as  to  shock  llie  sense  of  humanity:  and  even  the 
wildest  savage  that  ever  run  the  forest  would  shud- 
der at  the  sight.  But,  to  describe  that  heart  ren- 
ding scene,  as  we  passed  that  morning,  would,  V 
think,  defy  the  descriptive  powers  of  man.  It  must, 
be  first  seen  to  be  realized,  and  may  kind  Providence 
ever  keep  you  and  the  good  people  of  Cincinnati 
from  witnessing  such  a sight.  And  here  1 beheld  a 
scene  which  brought  forth  all  the  sympathies  of  my 
nature.  It  was  a respectable  looking  man  m search 
of  his  brother  who  bad  gone  but  a short  time  ago  to 
Monterey,  with  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  dry 
goods,  when  he,  among  the  rest,  came  to  an  untime- 
ly end,  and  his  goods,  perhaps,  are  this  day  on 
the  backs  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  yellow 
skinned  rascals.  It  was  heart  rending  in  the  ex- 
treme, to  see  the  brother  of  the  deceased  buried 
in  tears,  and  overwhelmed  with  grief,  attentively 
examining  tlie  decomposed  bodies  of  those  unfortu- 
nate men.  But,  alas,  they  had  laid  loo  long  in  that 
situation  for  any  to  be  reeognized,  even  by  their 
nearest  relations.  We  had,  as  1 said  in  my  last  letter, 
a company  of  Texan  Rangers,  who  were  the  advance 
guard  of  o r rain,  and  on  witnessing  what  I havede- 
scribed  above,  they  swore  they  would  have  revenge, 
ami  just  before  coming  into  Monterey  they  struck 
off  through  the  chaparral,  and  next  morning  a com- 
plaint was  sent  in  to  General  Taylor,  stating  that 
twenty  eight  of  their  neighbors  had  been  murdered 
last  night  by  the  Texan  Rangers.  General  Taylor 
called  a coui  t of  inquiry,  but  as  the  rangers  have  no 
uniform,  either  officers  or  men,  (and,  1 am  told,  that 
when  they  gel  into  a scrape  of  that  kind  they  change 
clothes  with  each  other,  for  fear  of  detection,)  and 
as  nothing  could  be  clearly  proved  against  them, 
individually,  the  malttr  was  dropped.  The  city  of 
Monterey  is  nut  what  it  is  represented  to  be  at  liome 
and  the  individual  who  says  that  the  streets,  houses, 
public  buildings,  public  works  and  the  like  are  hand 
some,  or  oven  what  is  called  neat,  has  a taste  that  1 
do  not  admire;  ami,  I think,  v.  dl  gel  few  to  side  w ii h 
him.  And  even  tlie  ladies,  some  will  say  that  lliey 
are  haiids'.'me,  but  as  1 aril  a married  man  that  will 
account  lor  my  not  admiring  iheir  beauty.  The 
many  fine  crysiui  slreams,  shnda  Irees,  and  garden 
(allhougii  Ll.e  killer  has  not  uecn  ciiitivalfd  since  t!ie 
capture  of  llic  town,)  tugether  with  the  varied  u'gh 
and  lolly  lUouniains,  are,  in  rny  opiinun,  ai)  that  can 
be  admiied  in  or  about  mis  Virgin  city,  ii  is  ca  • 
led,  because,  doling  tin-  ar  with  vo'n  , .u-,, 
ihe  town  ol  . not  lake.., 

ilie  .nl'  1-11  ..  ..;  ..-SiCu  i ver  aiiice,  I. 

and  ricuny,  a,..u  .ne  isi  e/uio  rcgi.nenl,  ...  ....  i... 

the  boiu  -noni^omcry  Otuaids,  ot  you.  c«.^,  cnicreu 
on  the  iJLl  ol  yepleinber,  1846,  and  uiaOe  A.npudiu 
condesnenn  and  acknowie-i -•  -iiat  Old  Z.  a .tas  not 
only  oil'  i ay  iur,  as  ne  siyieu  bun  on  a loii.iei  occa- 
sion, uul  that  lie  was  (jenerai  Taylor,  amJ  ii'  Dody 
else. 

The  nexl  town  to  Oe  stormed  by  the  1st  Oliio  re- 
giment will  ue  Oni'cmnaii,  about  the  miodlu  of  June 
or  the  first  of  July  . 

This  will  be  my  lasl  till  1 see  you. 

R.  M.  M. 

‘ A R M T OF  THE  NORTH.” 

Col.  Doniphan’s  Division. — Col.  Mitchell,  with 
the  advance  of  Col.  Doniphan’s  command,  including 
a picked  p'arty,  were  expected  to  reach  Buena  Vista 
about  the  Ifilh  May. 

In  passing  througli  Durango,  they  took  possession 
of  a small  iort,  and  1 Captain,  21  privalas  and  46 
stand  of  arras.  These  were  released  on  parole  and 
furnished  with  defences  against  the  Camanches. 

At  Massey,  they  have  125  muskets  and  35  lances, 
but  the  troops  had  fled. 

Saltillo,  Mexico,  May,  17, 1847. 

Lieut.  Col.  -Vlitchell  and  a portion  ot  the  advance 
of  Colonel  Doniphan’s  command  arrived  here yester- 


day morning  from  Parras,  having  arrived  at  camp 
the  day  before.  This,  morning,  before  breakfast,  a 
number  of  men  came  in  and  announced  that  on  Fri- 
day lasl  a detachment  of  Col.  Doniphan’s  regiment, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Reed,  consisting  of  16  men 
and  accompanied  by  Don  Manuel  Ibarra,  a very 
wealthy  citizen  of  Parras,  who  owns  an  extensive 
vineyard,  set  out  for  the  Rancho  del  Poco,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Parras,  after  the  Indians.  He  fur- 
nished them  all  with  fresh  horses  and  they  made  a 
rapid  march  for  del  Poco.  At  the  rancho  they  were 
joined  by  a party  of  some  20  men,  an  advance  of 
Col.  Doniphan’s  main  command,  and  before  long  the 
Indians  fought  like  devils.  Capt.  Reed  was  wounded 
in  the  chin  and  shoulder  by  arrows,  and  several  hor- 
ses were  killed. 

. On  the  side  of  the  Indians  the  slaughter  was  more 
deadly.  The  all  powerful  rifle  caused  seventeen  bold 
warriors  to  “bite  the  dust,”  and  the  rest  fled,  leaving 
most  of  their  plunder  and  the  greater  portion  of  their 
women  and  children.  We  also  captured  about  2000 
head  of  horses  and  mules  which  they  had  stolen. — 
Most  of  these  Indians  were  Lipans  and  not  Caman- 
'Ches,  it  is  said. 

The  whole  of  Colonel  Doniphan’s  command  will 
be  here  in  a few  days;  and  alter  remaining  a while 
to  receuit  their  men  and  horses,  will  proceed  down 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  river.  They  have  now 
been  in  the  service  eleven  months,  and  when  they 
reach  here  will  have  marched  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred miles  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  Mo.,  their  place 
of  rendezvous. 

They  have  been  constantly  on  the  march  for  eight 
months,  and  have  been  without  tents  since  last  fail, 
nor  have  they  drawn  a single  dollar  of  pay  since  they 
have  been  in  the  service. 

Sante  Fe. — By  the  lasl  accounts  from  California, 
Lt.  Cul.  Cooke,  with  his  command  of  350  Mormons, 
from  Santa  Fe,  was  within  a few  days  march  of  San 
Diego,  on  the  Pacific. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  publishes  a letter  from 
New  Mexico  which  presents  the  following  dismal 
picture  ot  things  at  Santa  Fe: 

“We  have  a military  establishment  wastefully  ex- 
travagant to  the  government,  but  which  has  most  sig- 
nally failed  of  redeeming  any  of  the  promises  made 
by  General  Kearny,  in  his  proclamation.  Instead 
of  being  t)  o strong  arm  on  which  the  civil  authority 
can  depend  to  enforce  order  and  law,  and  adminis- 
ter justice  to  all,  the  soldiery  have  degenerated  into 
a mililary  mob,  are  the  most  open  violators  of  law 
and  order,  and  daily  heap  insult  and  injury  upon  the 
people  of  the  lerritor);  and,  as  matters  now  stand,  the 
civil  government  is  powerless  to  grant  them  redress. 

The  border  Indians  are  daily  committing  outrages 
on  the  frontier  inhabitants,  driving  olfand  destroying 
their  stock.  Against  these  Indians  they  were  prom- 
ised protection  by  General  Kearny;  and,  though  we 
have  had  Tor  nionths  an  entire  regiment  of  soldiers 
111  garrison,  not  one  has  been  sent  to  the  frontier. — 
Oiri  j.i  ol  the  captains  of  co.Tipanies  do  nut  know 
the  iiui.ibfci  of  their  men,  nor  wiicre  they  are  to  -i- 
fou-  il;  aud  they  themselves  are  to  be  seen  nigliuy  lo 
lai,  lan^oes,  iiid  even  less  reputable  places  of  dissi-- 
pall'  !■.  I'ne  soldiers  are  never  dril.ed  or  mustered, 
..111  111  lie  highest  oflicer  to  the  private  soldier  at. 

,n  II  h .1,0  niruit  n,  misrule,  and  confusion.  About 
.,  a.  Ill  o me  >.  Hole  command  have  died  iro  n the 
:..ir  •,  I Ol  sipalion — excepting  from  this  category, 

T I'y  couipanies  of  St.  Louis,  and  Capt.  Ag- 

: . .e,-auy  from  Jtfl'eison  city;  they  are  welldn.- 
leu,  niifisi  good  discipline,  and  of  course  healthy  and 
orderly. 

■‘Tin  term  of  service  of  the  present  volunteer 
force  mutt  exjiire  soon,  and  it  is  to  be  tioped  that  the 
forte  to  be  sent  to  relieve  them  may  be  regular  troops 
or  at  least  volunieers  coiniiiauded  by  at;  officer  who 
has  no  political  aspirations,  and  who  will  make  them 
do  their  duty.  The  want  of  ability  and  military 
knowledge  in  the  present  commander,  added  to  his 
inability  to  control  or  legulale  his  officers  or  soldiers 
and  their  misconduct,  can  only  produce  the  strong- 
est feelings  of  disgust  and  hatred,  and  desire  to  rebel, 
when  the  opjionunity  ofl'ers,  among  the  native  inhab- 
itants of  the  tounirj . If  we  had  a regular  force  and 
an  able  officer,  the  whole  mass  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territory  would  be  happy  and  contented  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates.  Speh  a loroe  would  maintain 
order  and  enlo.ee  impait'ially  the  laws  alike  against 
Americans  and  Mexicans,  and  all  would  be  satisfied. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  people  are  as  easily  gov- 
erned as  any  in  the  world,  but  it  is  certain  that  if 
such  a state  of  things  were  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
territories  in  the  United  States,  neither  the  military 
nor  civil  government  would  exist  for  a week. 

‘This  slate  of  things  ought  to  be  remedied,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  government  at  Washington  to  do  it  as 
speedily  as  possible.’ 
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KN  i.D  AT  I'iE  BATTLE  OF  BEMUS’  HEIGHTS 

roe  follciti  Min  extract  fron  F]ciullej’s  ,ie\'  v'l  rk, 
Vaahintfton  and  his  Ccnerulf,”  probably  furnishes 
■ nre  accurate  as  well  as  graphic  account  of  the 
cioi-nis  of  Arnold’s  deportment  upon  U e eventlul 
ay  which  decided  liie  fate  of  Burgoyne  and  his  army, 
ilian  any  history  preriously  written.  It  is  ''  ' n*  ttie 
life  of  the  monitnl;  and  corresponds  exactly  w ith  a 
ivid  description — which  wc  had  from  an  old  revo- 
.ulionary  officer,  fifty  years  ago,  who  was  an  eye 
witness  of  much  that  passed  that  day  upon  the  field. 
We  allude  to  ff'illiam  Munday,  formerly  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  whose  reiacity  none  that  knew  him 
would  question  on  such  a subject.  He  was  a man 
no  way  given  to  telling  long  yarns.  Mr.  M.  had  been 
wounded  in  the  leg  a few  days  before  this  battle  and 
being  incapacitated  to  act  with  his  company,  was 
that  day  mounted,  and  officiated  as  adjutant  of  a re- 
giment. His  vivid  details  of  tin;  battle  we  recollect 
as  if  we  had  heard  them  but  yesterday.  He  related 
the  circumstances  of  Arnold  being  deprived  of  a 
command,  and  how  he  chafed  under  it.  “Arnold 
was  that  day  a perfect  madman,”  said  Mr.  M. — 
“No  roan  except  in  a fit  of  desperation,  would  have 
acted  as  he  did  throughout.  On  one  occasion,  he  rode 
right  in  front  of  our  regiment,  up  to  the  very  muz- 
zles of  the  enemy’s  guns  with  whom  we  were  warmly 
engaged,  waived  his  sword,  and  peremptorily  order- 
ed them  to  ground  their  arms — I saw  him  do  it,  and 
and  beard  him  give  the  orders.  The  enemy  appeared 
to  be  absolutely  astounded,  and  for  a moment  1 knew 
not  but  what  they  would  obey.”  But  to  the  histo- 
rian’s account. 

“Gates  took  Arnold’s  division  away  from  him  and 
gave  it  to  Colonel  Lincoln,  so  that  when  the  second 
battle  of  the  seventh  of  October  occurred,  he,  the 
best  and  the  bravest,  and  most  successful  general  in 
the  array,  was  without  a command.  This  out- 
rage was  enough  to  madden  a stormier  nature  than 
his,  and  he  immediately  demanded  a passport  to 
Washington.  It  was  granted;  but  on  second  thought 
he  concluded  that  it  would  have  an  ugly  look  to 
leave  the  army  on  the  eve  of  an  important  enge- 
gement;  and  resolved  to  remain.  He  was  in  the 
camp  when  the  cannonading  of  the  7th  of  October 
commenced,  and  listened,  and  we  may  guess  with 
what  feelings,  to  the  roar  of  battle,  which  was  ever 
music  to  his  stormy  nature.  As  the  thunder  of 
artillery  shook  the  ground  on  which  he  stood,  follow- 
ed hy  the  sharp  rattle  of  musketry,  his  impatience 
and  excitement  could  be  no  longer  restrained.  He 
walked  about  in  the  greatest  agitation — now  pausing 
to  listen  to  the  din  of  war,  now  watching  the  fiercely 
ascending  volumes  of  smoke  which  told  where  the 
fight  was  raging.  Ah!  who  can  tell  what  gloomy 
thoughts  and  fierce  purposes  of  revenge  were  then 
and  there  born  in  his  maddened  soul?  It  is  terrible 
to  drive  the  brave  to  despair.  The  hero  of  Quebec, 
Champlain,  and  Ridgefield,  to  whom  the  headlong 
charge  and  perilous  march  were  a delight,  who  pant- 
ed like  a war  horse  for  the  conflict,  was  here  doomed 
by  an  inefficient  commander  to  remain  inactive.  His 
brave  followers  were  rushing  on  death  without  him, 
and  sudden  resolves  and  overwhelming  emolioiis 
kept  up  such  a tumult  in  his  bosom,  that  his  excite- 
ment amounted  almost  to  madness. 

“Unable  longer  to  restrain  his  impulses,  he  called, 
like  the  helpless  Augereau,  lor  his  horse.  Vaulting 
to  the  saddle,  he  rode  for  a while  round  the  field  in 
a tempest  of  passion.  At  length  a heavy  exjilosion 
of  artillery,  making  the  earth  tremble  beneath  him, 
burst  on  his  ear.  He  paused  a moment,  leaned  over 
his  saddle  bow,  then  plunging  his  rowels  up  to  the 
galls  in  nis  liuK-e,  launched  like  a thunderbolt  away. 
He  was  moiiiileti  on  a beautiful  dark  Spanish  mare, 
named  Wanen,  alter  the  hero  of  Bunker  Hill  wonby 
such  a rider,  and  which  boie  him  like  the  wind  into 
ihe  battle. 

‘ It  was  told  to  Gates  that  Arnold  had  g.  ne  .o  lie 
field,  and  he  immtuiaieiy  sent  Col.  Ai  ii.sii  . n.  aoer 
iiini.  But  Arnold  expecting  this,  and  dtion.  mo  imI 
■o  ue  called  i aek  as  ne  iiad  been  belore.  '(.orred  lu- 
I lousljf  auiid  itie  lai.K.s,  and  as  the  torniei  .ippr  a<  n- 
.0  hiui  gadoped  into  ihe  voilies,  and  thus  the  « liase 
wa.s  kepi  up  lor  half  an  hour,  until  at  it  u^in  Aim- 
slrcn^.  gave  il  up,  and  the  fierce  chit  iiain  had  a a>l 
his  own  way.  Goaded  by  rage  and  iiisappoiiilintnt 
...  ost  to  insanity,  he  evidently  was  resolved  lo 
'..low  away  his  lile, and  end  at  once  his  troubles  and 
.<  career.  here  Uie  shot  foil  Ihickt  si,  there  that 
■ tk  sieed  was  seen  plunging  through  the  smoke, 
...lU  u here  death  reaped  don  ti  the  hi  ate  lastesi,  Uiei  t 
1 .s  shout  w as  I, taro  i iiiging  over  the  dm  and  tumult. 
<1.  was  no  longer  itie  coot  and  skilliil  oUicer,  but 
e rieadloiig  waiiior  lechless  of  lile.  His  splendid 
1 se  a as  llcckeu  wun  .oaiii,  and  it  seemed  impossi- 
I 0.0  Uial  n;s  nuur  could  long  survive  a.niJ  the  fire 


■■111  . iniuxicaieo,  so  '.  nd 

• re  his  movements,  and  so  ihrilling  lo- 
■.\ilh  his  sword  sweeping  its  fierv  cireh 
; • I lit  his  head,  he  summonctl  his  followers  lo  the 
<■'  arge.  Once,  wishing  lo  go  from  one  evlreini'Y  of 
the  line  to  Ihe  oilier,  instead  of  passing  tiehind  his 
troops,  he  wlieeled  in  front  and  galloped  th.t  whole 
distance  tliroiigh  the  cross  lire  of  the  combatants, 
while  a long  huzza  followed  him.  Holding  tlio  high- 
est rank  on  the  field,  his  orders  were  obeyed,  ex- 
cept when  loo  desperate  for  the  bravest  to  fulfil — 
and  receiving  no  order  himself,  he  condiicle.d  the 
whole  battle.  His  frenzied  manner,  exciting  ap- 
peals, and  fearful  daring,  infused  new  spirit  into  the 
troops,  and  they  charged  after  him  shouiing  like 
madmen.  So  perfectly  beside  himself  with  excite- 
ment, that  he  dashed  up  to  an  officer  who  did  not 
lead  on  his  men  as  lie  wished,  and  opened  his  head 
with  his  sword.  He  was  every  where  present,  and 
pushed  the  first  line  of  the  enemy  so  vigorously  that 
il  at  length  gave  way.  Burgoyne  moving  up  his  right 
wing  to  cover  its  retreat,  he  hurled  three  regiments 
with  such  terrible  impetuosity  upon  it,  that  it  also 
broke  and  fled.  While  the  British  officers  were  mak- 
ing desperate  cflorts  in  other  parts  of  the  field  to 
stay  the  reversed  tide  of  battle,  he  pressed  on  after 
Burgoyne — storming  over  the  batteries,  and  clearing 
every  obstacle;  till  at  length  he  forced  him  and  the 
whole  army  back  into  their  camp.  Not  satisfied  with 
this  he  prepared  to  storm  the  camp  also.  B'ut  once 
behind  their  entrenchments,  the  British  rallied;  and 
with  the  fury  of  men  struggling  for  life.  The  grape 
shot  and  balls  swept  every  inch  of  the  ground,  and  it 
rainrd  an  iron  tempest  on  the  .American  ranks,  but 
nothing  could  resist  their  fiery  valor.  On,  on  they 
swept,  after  the  track  of  their  leader,  carrying  every 
thing  before  them.  The  sun  tiad  now  sunk  in  the 
west,  and  night  was  drawing  its  mantle  over  the 
scene.  Arnold  enraged  at  the  obstin'ucy  of  the  enemy, 
and  resolved  to  make  one  more  desperate  effort  for 
a complete  victory,  rallied  a few  of  the  bravest 
troops  about  him,  and  rousing  them  by  his  enthusias- 
tic appeals,  led  them  to  a last  charge  on  the  camp 
itself.  ‘You,’  said  he  lo  one,  ‘were  with  me  at  Que- 
bec, you  in  the  w ilderness,  and  you  on  Champlain — 
Follow  mi!”  His  sword  was  seen  glancing  like  a 
beam  of  light  along  their  serried  array — the  next 
moment  he  galloped  in  front  and  riding  right  gallantly 
at  their  head  through  the  devouring  fire,  broke  with 
a clatter  and  a crash  into  the  sally  ports  of  the  enemy, 
where  hor.se  and  rider  sunk  together  to  the  earth — 
the  good  steed  dead,  and  Arnold  beneath  him,  with 
Ills  leg  shattered  to  pieces,  the  same  leg  that  was'- 
broken  at  the  storming  of  Quebec. 

“This  ended  the  fight,  and  the  wounded  hero  was 
borne  bleeding  from  the  field  of  his  fame  only  to 
awaken  lo  chagrin  and  disappointment.  There  is 
but  little  doubt  that  when  he  violated  his  orders  and 
galloped  lo  the  field,  tie  bad  made  up  his  mind  to 
bury  bis  sorrows  and  disappointments  in  a bloody 
grave.  Would  that  he  had  succeeded,  and  saved 
himself  from  the  curse  ol  his  cuuntryuien  and  liia 
scorn  of  ibe  worldt” 

[Headley's  iVushiugton  and  his  Generals. 


NAVALJOURNAL. 


Jifrienn  Sqvadion.  rhe  U.  ti.  frigate  U.  States, 
Coil. . Jiffid,  w as  at  Monrovia,  coast  of  Africa,  on  the 
iJilh  M'aich,  to  sail  in  a lev.  .i..,  > on  a Cioi.se. 

..d  Mediterranean  Squudiviu  For  several  years,  not 
one  of  our  national  ships  iias  been  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea.  The  recent  capture  of  one  of  our  ves- 
sels by  a Mexican  privaicer  fitted  oul  at  Barcelona, 
has  started  the  goverioin  nt  as  well  as  commercial 
ii.t  II,  and  a squadron  w .11  no  doubl  be  ordered  Ihilber. 
Hav  iiig  uno'ispuii'd  po.sstsSioo  o itio  xicaii  ports 
and  coasi,  ■' e should  lliiiik  woo. id  release  a conside- 
rable pait  ol  tl..'  gulf  squadion  i'lii  steamship 
J’uncelon,  i.iFiing  a'.  Mii lad.  I j i. la , hi  Ledger  stales, 
will  he  i.aij  to  pr.o  .(;  U.e  .V . It.  1 1 uijeaii  in 
about  t)>  l.n  I o day:-. 

Ill  Ilia  1 1 w I lit  I s .o  r i.  I 1 II  |.„  . . I V cd  tin 

tola  w iiig  ei;i.  ii.uiiii  atioi  . lO 

I.  ■ , June  5th- 

V(.i  r leltel  ol  the  4 111  II  ■ i.i  1 1 . > ■ d.  On  Itie 

"II.  A(  1 11  last  Colon. odi  i e Read  u as  d 1 1 ee.ted  to  ile- 
lacti  a sloop  ol  wai  (mim  the  loiies  imdir  his  com- 
I.  and  on  the  coast  ol  Airiea,  ; nd  send  iier  to  cruise 
III  the  ^Jtdill'l  I anean,  li  i U.e  piiijise  of  allording 
protection  lo  onr  ciToineite  in  Uial  vieinily.  Ar- 
I aiigenienls  are  now  in  jiogie.ssto  nu  i case  itiis  force 
at  an  early  period.  \iiy  respectfully  your  obedient 
servant.  John  Appleton,  acting  secretary. 

Lieut  Hunter  declines  receiving  ttie  swoid  from 
the  Aevv  Yorkers  while  resting  under  llie  eeiisiire  ol 
a court  martial. 


! ..!■  Shnui.  Among  Ihe  passengers  on  the  Fashion 
.er  )::-l  i ip  from  Ver.  Cruz  was  Lieut.  Shaw, 
of  ih,-i  U.  S srhoci!  r Petrel,  one  of  the  fleet  of 
ve--o's  uh;a'.  such  gallant  part  in  the  al- 
' ■ k on  Vera  Cimz  and  the  castle.  Lieut.  Shaw  is 
letiirning  horn.;  under  s coinplimentary  leave  of  ab- 
sence, extended,  w <?  are  told,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  all  the  commanders  in  that  flotilla,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  tried  arid  faithful  seivice.  No 
ve-sel  was  more  acti  . •;  in  that  service  than  Ibe  little 
Petrel,  and  her  gallant  commander  will  be  warmly 
welcomed  home  lo  Pennsy  Ivania,  his  native  state. 

[JViti;  Orleans  Picayune. 

Midshipman  Rogers.  From  various  articles  which 
we  find  in  the  journals,  it  seems  certain  that  our  Go- 
vernment have  directed  it  to  be  intimated  to  the 
Mexican  Government  lhal  Gen.  Vega  will  be  held 
as  hostage  for  onr  young  naval  officer  for  whose  fate 
we  are  all  interested. 

Length  of  service.  The  following  table  shows  the 
amount  ol  sea  service  seen  by  some  of  our  principal 
naval  officers. 

Com.  Stewart,  23  years;  Com.  Conner,  15  years; 
Com.  Perry,  20  years;  Capt.  Newton,  18  years;  Gapt. 
Gregory,  18  years;  Com.  Stockton,  14  ye’drsjCom. 
Shubrick,  15  years;  Capt.  Breeze,  16  years;  Com- 
mander Tatriall,  16  years;  Commander  Sands,  16 
years. 

The  French  Squadron,  in  its  attack  on  San  Juan 
D’Ulioa,  was  employed  six  hours,  during  which  lime 
they  fired  8,250  shot  and  shells,  without  any  serious 
injury  lo  the  walls  of  the  castle. 

Steamers.  Every  day  affords  confirmation  of  the 
fact  often  asserted  in  our  columns,  that  steam  archi- 
tecture, and  more  particularly  steam  Mrival  architec- 
ture, is  as  yet  in  its  infancy.  Most  of  those  who  now 
live  can  remember  when  steamboats  were  first  put 
in  motion.  From  that  time  lo  this  not  one  year  has 
transpired  without  bringing  with  il  some  improve- 
ment in  steam  navigation.  The  French  Atlantic 
Mail  Steamers,  built  a few  years  since  without  stint 
of  expense,  and  as  models  of  both  power  and  speed, 
after  being  diverted  from  their  original  purpose  in 
order  lo  aid  the  Government  in  carrying  on  their 
war  against  Algeria,  now  on  returning  to  fulfil  their 
first  destination,  are  found  lo  be  unfit  lo  compete 
with  either  the  British  or  the  American  Atlantic 
Mail  Steamers  without  material  enlargement,  al- 
terations, and  repairs,  which  they  are  now  undergo- 
ing. 

The  Washington  which  sailed  on  the  1st  instant, 
from  New  York,  the  first  of  the  American  line  of 
Allanlic  Mail  Steamers,  is  said  to  be  a fair  specimen 
of  the  skill  and  advance  of  ocean  steamboat  archi- 
tecture in  the  United  States.  As  we  are  now  com- 
ing into  direct  competition  with  both  France  and 
England  in  this  the  very  acme  of  mechanical  skill 
and  ingenuity,  w e look  lor  the  result  wilh  no  better 
interest. 

The  Washington,  is  slated  to  be  in  all  respects  a 
specimen  ship  of  the  ill  fated  steamer  JV/tssouri  n hicli 
was  built  a few  years  since  only  at  the  same  port. 
New  York,  as  a first  rate  vessel,  and  cost  the  United 
Slates  $550,000  being  built  by  government.  The 
Washington  has  the  same  tonnage,  and  cost  by  con- 
tract $2511,000. 

In  the  Washington  the  sailing  qualities  and  strongest 
build  of  an  ocean  packet,  modified  in  constiuctiori  by 
gigantic  timbers  lo  support  huge  engines,  are  added 
lo  Ifie  powerful  and  symmetrical  arrangement  of 
An  irican  steam  machinery. 

In  the  machinery  of  the  Washington  are  Ihe  chief 
points  of  ditfercnce  between  her  and  the  Eu-'lish 
mail  steamers.  Her  cylinders  are  nearly  twice  as 
long  as  the  English,  being  ten  feet  to  about  6|  feel; 
\i  bile  the  superficial  extent  of  the  pistons  is  "about 
Ihe  same.  Answering  to  this  increase  in  the  length 
of  the  stroke,  eharacteristic  even  to  our  river  steam 
boats,  is  the  great  diameter  of  the  paddle  wheel 
w hich  is  39  feet  wilh  a dip  of  Uie  buckets  of  7’  feet! 
Piobably  tfie  velocity  of  llie  exterior  of  this  wheel  is 
iwicc  that  of  Itie  English  sleam  ship.  But  it  is  in  the 
conslruclion  of  itie  boilers  that  the  most  important 
diflcrcnces  occur.  The  English  boilers  are  huilt  of 
a lmiiaole  material,  and  the  workmanship  is  cxcel- 
ciii;  lilt  ilie  plan  is  iinviurlliy  the  iron  and  llie  rivet- 
ing. '1  i.ey  ate  nolbing  but  great  square  iron  boxes, 
ainiust  leady  lo  spi  n,g  by  llieir  own  w eiglil,  anil, 
tiy  a veiy  sliglil  ex.ernal  nr  internal  force,  liable  to 
eliange  tlieii  lurin.  Tlic  American  boiler  is,  on  tlie 
ennliary.  arched  ami  snppoiled  in  sucli  a manner, 
that  II  inight  be  liehl  up  at  one  end  and  uolild  not 
alter  its  foi ,,  , w tiiei*  i circular,  and  able  lo  bear 
otarly  ten  limes  Ihe  strain  the  other  could.  In  every 
Mpiare  loot  ol  supeificial  extent,  in  the  flues  and 
boilers  ol  llie  Washington,  besides  the  usual  rivets, 
a wrouglil  iron  bar  or  brace  extends  from  side  to  side 
heavily  riveted,  while  its  own  resistance  to  the  Ion 
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gifiidinal  strain  might  he  put  down  at  60,000  pounds. 
The  rivet  or  plate  would  yield  before  the  holt  stretch- 
ed, hut  this  amount  of  60,000  pounds  gives  an  idea 
of  the  peculiar  reinforcement  of  the  boiler,  i he 
Englisi)  njachines  are  not  to  run  at  above  five  poiitids 
pressure;  at  6 times  that  strain,  the  boiler  might 
hurst;  the  American  engine  will  run  at  20  pouMl-. 
and  would  not  spring  at  12  times  that  aniou;;i;  thu.-, 
in  point  of  security,  llie  boilers  in  the  absir  cl  con, 
pare  as  one  to  two.  But  mechanics  know  that  in 
practice  the  odds  aie  vastly  greater  in  favor  of  such 
boilers  as  the  Washington. 

The  Missouri,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Princeton, 
were  each  of  them  constructed  by  government  wiiti 
out  regard  to  expei.se,  as  experimental  models  for 
naval  stea.m  ships.  Tliey  are  now,  it  is  supposed,  a 
little  astern  of  ‘ • age. 

The  U.  S.  steam  ship,  tlie  hull  of  which 

is  entirely  of  non,  launched  at  Pittsburg  about  three 
months  ago,  and  since  filled  under  the  direction  of 
Capl.  Hunter,  U.  S.  navy,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
with  that  gentleman’s  newly  invented  machinery  for 
pr,  pelling  sleiim  vessels,  is  spoken  of  in  the  Memphis 
Eagle  of  the  29lh  ult.  as  affording  satisfactory  prool 
in  an  experimental  trip  just  made,  of  superior  quali- 
ties, “a  most  successful  experiment  of  iron  steam 
naval  architecture,  of  western  enterprise,  skill  and 
manufacture.” 

The  vessel  is  propelled  by  a submerged  horizontal 
wheel;  which,  with  her  entire  machinery,  are  so  far 
below  the  water  line  as  to  be  safe  from  an  enemy’s 
shot;  her  hue  kels  are  also  moveable,  so  as  not  at  ad 
to  interfere  with  her  as  a common  sailer,  when  de- 
sirable so  to  use  her. 

While  under  way  she  discharged,  once  or  twice 
each,  her  four  64-pound  Paixhans,  v'hich  were  re- 
sponded lo  by  the  citizens  on  the  bluff  with  lesser 
pieces,  hundreds  of  whom  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  ship’s  movements;  the  jar  was  but  trifling  as  was 
the  recoil.  The  vessel  is  also  pierced  for  six  32’s; 
the  Paixhans  are  placed  on  pivots,  and  although  of 
immense  weight,  some  ten  tons  each  we  think,  they 
are  brought  to  bear  upon  any  point  with  great  ease. 

The  Memphis  £i:i/uirer,  a few  weeks  since  pub 
lished  a more  detailed  account  of  the  structure  and 
presumed  qualities  of  this  new  specimen  of  navai 
steam  architecture,  from  which  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing: 

We  have  denominated  Capt.  Hunter  an  inventor. 
If  the  Alleghany  shall  succeed  in  fulfilling  to  their 
fullest  ( xi.nl  the  expi ctalions  entertained  of  her 
performance.-,  the  demonstration  of  his  tale  to  be 
considered  will  be  clear.  He  will  stand  beiore  li  e 
wot  I as  the  ..nc.vtier  and  builder  of  the  first  per- 
fect WAR  stf.amer  in  the  world. 

r<ol  lo  lengthen  our  aiTicie  too  much,  as  we  ne 
ccssanly  should  do  in  going  into  details,  we  may 
stale  brietly  Uiai  the  giaiid  desideratum  has  been  and 
)>  so  to  apply  steam  pow  er  toships  of  war  as  to  render 
them  at  once  petfecl  loar  vessels,  capable  of  being  kept  at 
sea  and  propelled  managed,  and  manaavered  with  the 
mist  pcijecl  cjficiency  known  to  naval  improvement  whe- 
ther BY  SAILS  OR  STEAM. 

There  is  not  now  in  ex  isle  ■ a warsleamer  belong- 
ing to  any  nation  which  co  ..es  u;:  to  ihis  standard,  or 
combines  evtn  the  greater  part  of  these  qualities  — 
As  sailing  vessels  they  are  below  the  middling  quality 
of  the  Class  they  belong  lo,  being  made  so  by  Ibeir 
side  wheels,  screw  propellers,  &c  line  as  steamers 
merely  they  have  not  capaciiy  n i .arryiiig  fuel 
enough  lo  keep  Iheiii  loiij,  jt  Sea.  aim  ai  e of  loo  heavy 
a draught  of  water  to  enui  m -aieij  any  except  the 
ueepest  hai  hors.  Ovci  aim  auove  Inis,  their  arnia- 
meiil  IS  iiectssaiily  disproporiionalcij  small  in  num- 
ber, and,  as  steamers,  they  art-  n-a...c  lo  he  disabled 
by  sliot  taking  ellccl  lu  Uici:  liiaehmery. 

in  the  plan  of  the  Alle^miuy,  It  is  expected  ttial 
Ihcie  will  he  picseiiUil  a ,, cried  war  sui/l/ig'  s/up, 
combined  wn!i  the  capaciiy  of  being  used  as  a wur 
sleuimr,  equal  in  speeo  hen  under  steam  only,  lu 
llie  best  ocean  sltaic-.  ,s  now  afloat— cany ing  as 
u.uch  luel  as  they,  and  possessing  the  incalculable 
advantage  of  liaung  her  entire  steam  machinery 
perleciiy  piotected  against  the  possibility  of  damage 
by  the  breul  an  enemy.  JNay,  mure — with  a heavier 
baUtry,  siic  will  draw  less  water,  and  be  enabled  lo 
( nlcr  all  l.sibors  accessible  lu  large  merchaiu  ves- 
sels, thus  oouibining  vvilb  the  character  of  llm  v.  ar 
vessel,  cany  mg  Uie  Uiuiidor  of  our  guns  over  ocry 
sea,  mat  ol  ilic  armed  coaster,  qualified  lo  puisne 
and  dtslroy  Uie  eiainy  in  leUeais  where  he  wo  .,d 
he  sale  Irom  any  oUioi  ol  her  wtighl  ol  melal. 

'j  he  tonnage  ul  Uie  Ain-ghany  is  1,156  Lons.  Hoi 
draUj,lilol  water,  ligln,  is  11  led  6 ineues;  deep  amJ 
lull  equipped,  only  13  led.  1 he  OeiHli  ol  waler  on 
l:ie  Oar  at  the  mould  ol  Ihe  Mi.ssissippi  is  always  iti.l 
15  ,ed.  U 13  poiceived  ihei  eloi  e,  u.a',  sh  can  not 
only  at  all  units  cnitr  oui  suuihern  harbors,  now 


shut  to  onr  - , . lels  vvar  for  vv-mi  of  water,  hut 
enter  and  as-tn  ‘ lUo  ,i issisiipj/i  lUi  perfect  east, 
and  safely. 

But  our  roader-  n not  iafei  from  this  that  the 
Alleghany  is  a sort  o:  pnp-giin  ship,  hat  an  enemy 
of  lieavy  weiglrl  of  m,-lal  might  eim  .iinter  with  im- 
punity. tsUf  t-ai  ri.  s FOUR  SIXTY  four  pound  Paixiian 
GUNS , ON  PIVOTS,  aiul  IS  pierced  for  six  thirty  tvyo’s, 
making  111  ail  ten  gnus.  The  four  64  prs.  Deiog  on 
pivots  -aie  available  in  any  direclion  and  being  of 
su<  b heavy  metal,  will  do  full  execiilion  at  a range 

here  the  broai'.-  ide  of  the  largest  ships  of  war 
would  be  pei'fec  ,■  h-armless.  The  Alieghany,  Ihere- 
I’orc,  will  be  pcrrcclly  competent  lo  encounter  vvilh 
success  the  largest  sailing  ship  lliat  floats.  Being 
equal,  if  not  superior,  in  speed  as  a mere  sailer,  by 
llie  use  of  the  steam  power — which,  as  before  slated, 
is  entirely  protected— she  may  take  just  what  posi- 
tion she  chooses,  and,  being  out  of  reach  of  the  ene- 
my’s shot,  riddle  her  adversary  at  “long  law.^i’ 

Most  of  our  readers,  we  presume,  are  awade  that 
the  plan  by  which  Capt.  Hunter  expects  to  preserve 
i.  e sailing  qualities  of  his  steam  vessel  is  chiefly  by 
the  vise  of  the  submerged  horizontal  wheel,  the 
buckets  of  which  can  be  shut  up  at  will,  leaving  the 
side  of  ihe  vessel  smooth,  and  with  the  same  general 
contour  as  in  a sailing  ship.  These  wheels, and  the 
entire  machinery,  as  before  staled,  are  so  far  below 
the  water  line  as  lo  be  out  of  the  way  of  shot. 

If  the  Alleghany,  in  the  performances,  shall  fulfil 
the  expectations  formed  of  her  as  slated  above,  the 
most  prejudiced  or  incredulous  will  be  compelled  to 
admit  that  she  is  ihe  best  and  most  perfect  warship  in 
the  world.  As  she  is  now  so  near  lo  completion,  and 
will  in  so  short  lime  give  us  fact  in  place  of  speeula- 
lion,  it  would  be  useless  lo  indulge  in  predictions. — 
F'orour  part,  after  making ouisei-.es  acquainted  with 
Ihe  principles  of  her  construction,  we  do  not  enter- 
tain a doubt.  But,  viewed  yet  as  an  experiment,  the 
result  18  of  immense  concern  to  the  people  of  the 
west  and  southwest.  If  slie  shall  realize  the  hopes 
.formed  of  her,  we  shall  have  arrived  at  the  great 
irulh  that  the  Mississippi  Valley  is  belter  adapted  than 
any  other  spot  on  the  globe  for  the  building,  equipmentr, 
and  manning  of  the  must  efficient  naval  armament  that 
the  world  has  ever  seen.” 

n'he  Allegtiaiiy  sailed  from  Memphis  navy  yard  on 
the  4ih  iiisi.  under  Lieut.  Com.  Hunter  for  New 
Orleans,  where  she  is  to  complete  her  crew,  and  will 
receive  sailing  orders. 

''Steam  Propulsion."  The  European  Times  an" 
nrounces  a “great  revolution  in  steam  propulsion,  the 
result  of  a discovery  of  a Mr.  Parkhurst,  which  has 
been  secured  by  letters  palent  in  all  parts  of  Ihe 
world.  The  invention  it  is  said,  has  been  tested  by 
experiment.  Mr.  Parkhurst  was  lo  take  passage  m 
the  Sarah  Sands,  lor  the  purpose  of  laying  his  dis- 
covery beiore  Uis  A mei  lean  goveriinienl. 

[Is  this  the  same  discovery  that  is  mentioned  in 
an  aiTicle  under  Copenhagen  dated  January  laslPJ 

The  U S.  steamer  Col.  Henry  Slanloti.  Brevet 
Major  General  Jesup,  Qu.  rlermasler  General  of  the 
army,  at  Philadelphia,  personally  superintended  the 
Inal  ol  tile  Col.  Henry  Slanlon,  one  of  the  propeller 
tiaiisports  built  by  Captain  II.  P.  Loper,  for  the 
Quaiiertnasler  General's  lieparlment.  She  is  sup- 
plied w ith  ail  engine  of  Captain  L iper’s  inveniion 
on  a new  and  very  simple  principle,  and  ran  sixteen 
miles  in  an  hour  and  lorly  live  mmules,  the  perform- 
ance Deirig  considered  entirely  satisfaclory.  Two 
others  of  the  propellers — the  Major  I'ou.pkins  and 
the  Marcy — were  to  make  experimental  tups  the 
next  day. 

The  U.  S.  ship  of  loar  Ohio.  Orders  have  been  for- 
waided  lo  New  Yoib  Irom  Washington,  to  expedite 
the  lequisile  repairs,  tco.  to  enable  the  Ohio  to  sail 
with  the  least  possible  uclay,  for  Rio  Janeiro,  where 
bile  is  lo  laud  Ool.  Todd,  who  goes  out  lo  supeiseue 
Mr.  il'ise  at  die  cuui  i ol  iJr-Zd,  where  affairs  juvt 
now  are  m raltier  uiipieBsaiil  fix. 

The  Fawn  lepoits  a.  Port  Piaya,  May  16,  U.  S. 
Irigale  Lniuo  .-n.  C..piaiii  Jws.  SinouL,  Ueaniig 

in.  tlag  ol  O.miiuwuMie  Ge>.ige  O.  Read,  lu  Dail  ui  a 
lew  days  uu  a cimzc,  ai.  ,.ell.  A subscription, 
aiiiuuoli.ig,  to  u.  OUOW3  .me  aum  ol  seven  hundred 
dullair,  lias  b-j.  . ak>  on  hoaid,  liaung  lor  US  uu- 
jecl  avsislaiice  in  ..u  |...oi  ol  Leia  d. 

Also  U.  ti.  rig  R Xli  , Lieul.  C .m’lig.  Bell,  (late 
Bispnaiii,  rtlui.,eh  iii  un.  Faaiij,  iio.uTvloiU'ov  i..  '.  . 
sad  in  a lew  onye  loi  me  Ifcevvaid  coast,  i'ne  B.  .e.t 
.1,  iviooioi  n , Uy.1  ,1  2d,  die  U.  fcj.  siooj)  ul  warM,.- 
ilun,  Uouoo  m doll  I'loya  In  Iwo  or  miee  days,  ana 
s..e  was  li-auily  expecLeU  at  die  taller  place. 

[Salem  ( Muss  J Register. 

1 he  cunliact  f 'f  supplying  the  navy  with  flannel, 
has  liceii  aw  aideii  lo  Ihe  V irginia  Woollen  cempariy  of 
Richmond. 


TFE  AMERICAN  TE.MPERANCE  UNION. 


The  lllb  anniversary  at  New  York  was  brifly  no 
ti.’au  in  our  last.  We  have  since  received  the  ".Jour- 
nal if  the  Jimerican  Temperance  Union,"  containing 
the  aniitial  report  of  Uie  executive  committee. 

1'he  report  commences  by  saying: — 

The  two  great  events  of  the  past  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  Ihe  temperance  reformation,  have  been  the 
World’s  Temperance  Convention,  held  at  London, 
on  the  fourth  of  August,  1846,  and  the  decision  of 
Ihe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates  at  Wash- 
ington, on  Ihe  license  question.  The  former  was 
Ihe  cop-stone  placed  with  thanksgiving  upon  the 
temperance  edifice.  For  more  than  twenty  years 
that  edifice  had  been  in  process  of  erection.  Solid 
foundations,  after  much  difticully  and  many  trials, 
had  been  laid.  The  proportions  were  just  and  the 
architectural  beauty  was  not  to  be  surpassed,  while 
its  chief  glory  was  its  utility;  a refuge  for  the  inebri- 
ate, a home  for  the  soberminded,  a temple  from 
which  indeed  many  of  ihe  buyers  and  sellers  had 
been  whipped,  but  where  peace  and  happiness  dwell, 
and  where  the  children  of  a thousand  generations 
will  shout  hosannas  to  him  vvho  made  the  clouds, 
the  fountains,  the  rivulets  and  the  streams  of  waler, 
and  bade  the  world  drink  and  live. 

The  second  great  event  of  ihe  year,  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  license  question,  had  been  anticipated 
by  friends  and  enemies  of  the  cause  with  deepest  in- 
terest. The  constiiulionaliiy  of  stale  laws  prohibit- 
ing Ihe  traffie  in  intoxicating  liquors  wilhout  license 
had  been  doubled  and  denied,  and  by  appeal  had 
been  carried  from  slate  courts  to  the  Supreme  court 
of  the  nation.  There  it  was  ably  argued  by  distin- 
guished counsel,  and  after  much  delay,  preventing 
and  retarding  prosecutions  for  the  violation  of  license 
laws  in  several  states,  the  court  unanimously  affirm- 
ed lo  the  stales  the  right  of  “regulating  the  trade  in 
and  licensing  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits.”  The  dici- 
sion  was  received  by  the  friends  of  temperance 
tliioughoul  the  country  with  great  rejoicings. 

In  addition  to  these  two  leading  events,  the  new 
and  peculiar  action  of  several  states  against  the 
licensed  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  will  make 
Ihe  past  year  memorable  in  the  temperance  his- 
tory. 

Soon  alter  our  last  anniversary  ->n  the  IDth  of 
May,  1846,  the  question  of  license-;  or  no  license  ia 
ail  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  stale  of  New  York, 
with  the  exception  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  was  brought  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  the 
ballot-box,  to  be  decided  upon  by  a free  vole  of  the 
electors,  separate  from  any  political  or  charter  elec- 
tion. It  was  a sublime  moral  movement — the  peo- 
ple of  a great  state  deciding  in  their  sovereignty 
whether  there  should  be  established,  for  the  gain  of 
a few,  the  means  of  drunkenness  in  every  city,  town, 
and  village.  The  day  was  fine.  The  people  assein*- 
bled  in  numbers  exceeding  ihe  usual  aUendaiice  at 
the  polls.  The  result  exceeded  the  most  sanguine 
expectation  of  the  friends  of  temperance.  With  Ihe 
exception  of  the  small  county  of  Richmond,  all  the 
counties  of  the  stale  voted  “No  License,”  by  majo- 
rities ranging  from  fifty-nine  lo  four  thousand  and 
ilii.ety-eight. 

In  the  whole  stale  the  number  of  votes  given  was 
289,567 — for  license,  111,834,  no  license,  177  633. — 
Majoiily  for  NO  license,  65,799.  This  decision  by 
the  ( tople  rendered  il  obligatory  upon  the  boards  of 
excise  in  six  hundred  and  filly-six  towns  of  the  state 
to  withholu  license. 

In  Maine  no  action  of  this  character  has  been  re- 
sorted lo;  but  a law  tas  been  made  during  the  year 
by  the  legislature,  prohibiting  the  traffic  altogether, 
and  einpowering  the  lieiis  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  unlortunate  drunkaid  to  recover  back  the  money 
paid  for  liquors. 

In  Vermont,  the  question  of  license  or  no  license, 
not  ill  lou  ns  and  cities,  as  in  the  slate  ol  New  Y i k . 
but  liiioughout  the  wt.ole  stale,  was  eivi  n i<  i.. 
people  lo  he  decided  at  tl.e  ballot  box  the  3.  cf 
Maicti.  [vlucli  anxiety  was  Itll  lor  tt;c  issue,  ;.s 
c.  mpaialively  little  efloit  had  been  made  lo  e,.ligtu 
ei.  tl.e  people  and  excite  llieiii  lo  lake  caie  ol  the  vi- 
lit-,  iiiteiesis  of  ll.eniselves  and  their  children.  Liil 
'.tie  resdll  has  shown  that  the  people  ol  tiie  Gi ccu 
iVi.uiilaiij  Slate  i.tedtd  no  ii  slruciion  on  liie  evijs  ol 

. ;..i-nse  system.  By  a vote  more  dtoisivo  Uiaii 
.a.oi  ,he  Eii.pue  Slate,  lliey  banished  u entirely 
■ i.m  it:tii  borueis.  Of  35,665  votes  polled,  21,798 
..lie.  for  no  license;— 13  767  lor  license;  giving 
a majoiily  against  all  license  in  the  state  ol  8,091 
Voles. 

In  the  State  of  ftiw  Lampskue,  no  new  legislative 
action  lias  occoi  rt  d;  but  an  entei  pri.sing  and  efficient 
limperance  movement  has  been  cummeneed  under 
Dr.  CiiarleB  Jewett,  and  several  towns  in  Ike  stale 
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i.ti's,  who  liiaj  licence  ul  liiscretioo.  I I" 

lie  or  .uo  esceplions,  have  toiirniiito  lu  . 

. I.,  ail  lici-nse.  j 

In  Hhode  IsUiml.  every  town  but  Itirct-  lir  (or  ; o j 
■ ' past  voteO  no  iiceii.'e.  The  legisLO'  • -■  i 

. r tession  w ilhout  disturbing  ilie 
. . atiiig  one  liquor  seller  from  the  sem-  ■ ■ ■ ^ aou 
ij;ii  • incurred  by  violations  of  law 

Ip  1845,  the  legislature  of  Connecticut  ca'e  the 
-c  question  to  the  people.  'I'he  la  l.(l•|,•■■l 
. appiobalion  of  more  than  three-four  fis  ol  ihe 
os  ol  ihe  slate.  But  the  legi'laturc  ol  1641)  | 
iihoui  a >ini;le  prlUion,  repealed  tlic  law  and  en- 
cd  aiM'tln  I , w i n h,  w hile  it  has  alleinpU'd  to  close 
,ijw  plan.  i sale,  has  counteriaiioi  d and  sus- 
ei.  it.c  it  I, I. .to.  Vender  in  his  business.  Arecent 
..ticul  revolution  has  pi  ced  in  power  the  avowed 
. lids  ol  lei.ipt  ranee;  hut  « hether  Ihey  will  think  it 
espeuient  to  take  ain  new  acuon  upon  ihe  subject  in 
Hiiich  the  pulaicul  coiifliLis  ul  the  stale  are  much 
involved.  IS  douiiiiul.  In  this  slate,  there  are  now 
300  licensed  taverns,  700  grog  shops,  and  175  distil- 
leries, in  lull  ojieration.  “The  blasting  influence  of 
these  cbainel  bouses,’’  says  the  slate  report,  “is  too 
visible  to  be  hid  Iroui  the  observation  of  any  who  are 
not  u ilf  lly  blind. 

In  Aeta  Jeriey,  the  license  question  has  been  given 
to  the  people  ot  the  towns,  to  be  decided  at  the  ballot 
box  in  December  next.  More  than  20,000  petition- 
ers have  asked  that  the  sale  of  liquor  on  the  sabbalk 
might  be  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  unlicensed  ven- 
ders should  be  forbidden  Ibe  sale  ol  less  than  live 
gallons  instead  uf  one  gallon,  but  without  success. — 
Nothing  but  Itie  most  strenuous  eflbrts  on  the  part 
of  the  Iriends  of  temperance  and  the  sabbath,  the 
influence  of  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  all  improving 
the  present  favorable  opportunity,  can  now  save  the 
state  from  a long  and  atlliclive  bondage  to  the  over- 
flowing scourge. 

In  Pennfylvania,  a stale  convention  of  unusual  in- 
terest  was  held  at  the  capital  on  lhe27lh  of  January. 
The  license  question  was  the  great  subject  before 
(bem.  A large  public  meeting  was  held,  which  was 
attended  by  bis  excellency  the  governor,  and  both 
bouses  of  the  legislature.  Betilions  flowed  in  from 
various  parts  of  the  stale,  asking  that  the  license 
question  might  be  given  to  all  the  towns  and  cities  uf 
the  slate.  But,  by  a resolution  of  the  legislature,  it 
was  given  only  to  18  counties,  or  to  such  as  were 
found  to  be  eainestiy  asking  for  it.  In  a considera- 
ble Dumbet  of  these,  a clear  and  strong  vole  has 
since  been  given  for  no  license.  In  Chester  county, 
42  districts  have  voted  no  license,  and  10  license. — 
In  Delaware  county,  13  no  license,  and  6 license.  In 
Erie  county,  14  no  license,  12  license,  and  one  lie. — 
In  Alleghany  county,  but  three  disincis  have  voted 
license.  In  Waslimginn  co.,  23  towns  have  voted  im 
sale,  and  8 sale,  with  a majority  lor  no  sale  excetu 
ing  I,UUU  111  other  counties,  w here  great  dai  k..e-s 
|>revails,  ilie  majorities  have  been  in  la.  i ol  line  sc 

Slid  sdled. 

In  Letauaie,  bj  teconiuiiiiuaiion  ut  his  cxcelie  '.cv 
me  goveiiioi,  the  question  was  relerred  ,o  the  eo 
. i»»  cuuo  ies;u  ^ciieial  agnation  and  Oiscussioi.  ol 
sUoj.  i,  (iinienccd,  a,.,  i.ougn  nul  .nie  ,e 
' ha-  iiiui'icu  '.  I.  . list'  s „..i 

' .hi.  ■■■.■’  n l toe  sn.v.-  n s . ■ '* 

. ! V pc,  u-'Cc, 

. V.  J .11,  'i.c  legibl'jiure  reius.u 

c,  though  S'  llciicu  uj  .. 
nisi  hiaiicli  ul  i,  ^ ui.j 

.•  . ».c  (o.'Lt^hl  >■  as  given  ui  iiic  n 
1.  v>..i,niiiu  and  Ohio;  hut  in  ihc  la,.  , 
,,.  I . .-J,,.  was  granted  lu  ten  counlie-,  ,,, 

s.  ,iic  Ul  wiiicn  me  vole  lor  no  license  has  uecn  cai- 
rn d Uj  lianusuuie  majorities. 

In  Indiana,  jUiclii^an,  Iowa,  and  H'isconsin,  the 
qiicsiioii  lias  ueen  given  to  the  people.  In  an,  ahoii. 
one-hall  the  low  ns  tiave  voted  no  license;  and  iii  Iowa, 
every  coumy,  except  Keokuk,  a daik  uordcr  county 
on  ibc  w esl. 

Such  progress  m the  creation  of  a public  -i  n . 
ii.enl  against  legalizing  a Iralbc  in  imoxicaliog 
drinks,  is  most  heart  cheering  to  the  iricnds  uf  iiu- 
inaniiy.  Indeed,  lew  are  us  open  ueleiiders  but  the 
v<  iiders  themselves  end  Iheir  numerous  dependents, 
who  farsl  seek  lor  gal,,  aim  next  demand  some  puolic 
action  which,  amid  all  the  horror  of  the  irallic,  stiall 
make  it  reputable.  The  reinaiiider  ol  Uie  cuinmU' 
nily  call  tor  its  destruction.  Even  the  poor  wiiscra 
ble  ioeuriale,  with  all  ihe  lury  of  his  uurning  thirst, 
wishes  it  at  an  end,  goes  to  ii.e  polls,  and  votes  no 
license. 

That  amid  9,000  distillers,  4,0011  brevvers — ami'i 
vinleri,  importers,  venders,  taverners,  licensed  and 
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trial  might  be  had,  if  legally  sought,  dN.-al  ■ ;i  n 
was  lon,eriled.  In  many  town?  a large  iien  ."ai  pui- 
ly  were  easily  enlisted  for  a reversion  of  ,he  occi.si- 
011.  The  violators  of  the  law,  it  was  said,  were 
treated  in  one  place  with  impunity,  in  another  with 
cruelly.  Judges  and  juries  had  been  favorable  to 
the  otiender,  and  the  intricacies  of  courts,  and  ex- 
penses and  delays  of  suits,  had  disheartened  prosecu- 
tors. The  facilities  of  obtaining  drink  in  a town 
voting  license,  had  produced  great  uneasiness  in 
towns  voting  no  license.  ’What  was  legally  right  in 
one  place,  was  viewed  w ith  indignation  as  a penal 
ofleuce  in  another.  Venders,  resolved  to  sell,  but 
irritated  first,  by  being  marked  as  violators  of  law, 
and  next  by  continual  prosecutions  and  fines,  from 
which,  since  the  laie  decision  of  the  .supreme 
court,  there  is  no  escape,  entered  everywhere  into 
the  field  with  all  the  engagedness  of  political  aspi- 
rants. 

Politicians,  too,  were  not  inactive  to  make  capital 
for  themselves,  or  to  ward  off  what  might  prove  a 
w eapon  in  the  hamts  of  iheir  opponents.  The  result 
has  been,  within  the  last  two  weeks,  a reversed 
decision  in  about  200  of  300  towns  which  have  had 
a new  trial,  and  in  many  cases  by  large  majorities; 
and  ‘in  the  last  and  hurried  acts  of  the  legislatuie 
of  the  state,  an  entire  repeal  has  been  had  of  the 
excise  law,  which  gave  the  license  question  to  the 
people.’ 

So  unexpected  a levolulion  neither  confounds  nor 
perplexes  the  friends  ol  temperance.  The  law  of 
1845,  referring  the  license  question  to  the  people  of 
the  towns,  was  never  supposed  to  be  Ihe  best,  only 
the  best  under  existing  circumstances,  calculaled  to 
prepare  the  people  by  a universal  examination  and 
Oiscussion  ol  the  subject,  individually  and  collective- 
ly, to  decide  upon  it  cuirectly,  and  in  due  season 
unite,  as  public  sentiment  should  be  ripened,  into 
one  genei al  proliitiilory  statute  for  Ihe  whole  slate. 
'1  here  is  no  reason  to  regret  its  enactment.  A re- 
ference of  the  question  to  the  people  brought  llie 
trafllc  to  the  severe  scrutiny  of  every  elector.  The 
decisions  of  the  19ih  ol  May,  so  far  as  Ihi  y refused 
license,  were,  it  is  believed,  perfeelly  just.  They 
..ere  not  made  uetler  any  sudden  or  lanalical  i - 
pnlse.  They  were  not  the  result  ol  any  laNe  .-laie- 
lutnis,  or  any  imposition  upon  the  pnuiic  me  o,  on 
. v y flowed  from  a calm  and  i aliuiiJl  eon  victiuo  iiiai 
I ,e  h giiiized  liallic  was  deslnielivi*.  to  the  neM.  in 
: .!,i-,:sol  mdivnluals  and  'Ociely,a  ,i  ne..  r nij 
^ . ni  to  ;e  pailaUcrs  in  ils  gu.  i vVii..t  iv.  in 

■ . ira-ue..  loi  that  deei  ion  llieii.  .vie  .1  -en  — 
; I'av  ■vaeiilali  loi  : • • .i 

I k I'i.  I li.  V ri  . ■ 

.11'  I “ . .o  . 

f ' , 

o.  -.-a  -"O  a.  o)„  .Violo.t  i... 

i ,ii  .u.  ■•'..o  oai  ol  ss  a'  liie  -erpem's 

,,  ji 0 .11  I . e veo'jcr  .ji  mg-'  i 

,,  ..1  kt  , iiii\.',  .1*1..  1 and  inerc.ises  iln 

viio  . e aiiu  a uo.r,  no  It  to  the  pd  ni  ny 

ilic  nil. SI  nigcnloos  devii-  .maps  the  weak  and 
unwary,  and  glories  in  Ills  .-j.-ols  Every-vhere  and 
every  liour,  ihe  wuik  oi  di'iiueiiun  is  going  on  in 
all  out  cities,  lovviis,  aiiU  mia^es.  I’lieie  is  no  ces 
saliuii. 


from  murder  to  v use,  there  were 

appreiieiuled  for  d;  ■ "•  treels,  ntnl  drunk- 
en and  disorderly  conUntl  . - , i 2,639,  of  whom 

496  were  women. 

Scarce  a day  passes  in  which  ll.e  community  arc 
not  filled  with  shuddering  al  some  horrid  deed  of 
blood,  the  fruit  of  intemperance.  Says  the  report  of 
Ibe  minority  of  the  coimniUee  of  the  New  York  Ic- 
gislainre  on  the  repeal  of  the  excise  law — 

‘•Williiii  the  last  90  days,  and  since  we  have  been 
here  convened  and  engaged  in  legislative  duties,  our 
ears  have  been  pained  and  our  sensibilities  aggrieved 
almost  by  the  cries  of  twelve  human  beings  sacrific- 
ed in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Schenectady,  ami  Scho- 
harie, upon  the  allar  of  this  inhuman  trartic;and  ono 
Ollier  husband  and  f?tiu-r  in  the  city  of  Bocliester, 
tieeri  sent  unwarned  niio  ev  ily,  by  two  reckless 
children  of  rum,  ■williin  li,?  same  pu  i j I.  Of  these 
victims  ol  the  traffic,  four  men  perished  in  the  high- 
way from  drunkenness;  two  children  from  drnnken- 
ness,  in  Ihe  presence  of  parents,  themselves  drunk.  • 
One  mother  and  her  five  children  burned  alive.  One 
buy  slatibed  and  his  bowels  ripped  out,  by  drunken 
men  in  the  public  street,  within  six  miles  of  this  ca- 
pitol;  and  the  man  in  Rochester  kifed  by  a blow, 
upon  the  head  with  a billet  of  wood,  by  two  boys  in- 
flamed by  and  tliirsling  for  tohiskey  ’’ 

If  the  poor  lax  of  the  Stale  in  J844  was  600,000 
dollars  and  two  thirds  were  occasioned  by  intempe- 
rance, it  will  be  no  less  under  the  renewal  of  the  li- 
cense system  in  this  and  all  years  to  come.  If  each 
nf  the  4,000  licensed  venders  tn  the  city  of  New 
York,  received  the  last  year  three  dollars  a day  on 
an  average,  and  there  were  12  000  dollars  expended 
daily,  and  |3, 180,000  in  the  year  for  that  which  was 
valueless  to  the  consumer  and  expended  chie,lly  from 
the,  pockets  of  the  poor,  and  if  ihree  liiiies  that  sum, 
^9,540,000,  were  thus  misspent  and  wasted  tn  the 
Empire  Slate,  bringing  willi  the  expenditure  of  in- 
toxicating drinks  all  their  train  ol  personal  degrada- 
tion, poverty,  crime,  and  death,  no  belter  prospect  is 
belore  us  in  the  renewal  and  continuance  of  the  li- 
cense system. 

On  It.  ise  contributors  to  these  evils  in  the  coin- 
in'jiiiiy,  IS  often  indeed  visited  the  awful  reiribuUon 
of  heaven.  From  careful  investigations  recently 
made  by  Samuel  Chipraan,  E-q  in  three  counties  in 
the  slate  of  New  York,  it  appears  that  of  716  liquor 
dealers  whose  lives  and  fortunes  were  belore  him, 
342  became  intemperate,  of  wbum  3 commiUed  sui- 
cide, 3 were  killed  by  drunkards,  3 became  totally 
blind,  10  died  of  deliri  .m  tremens,  33  (others)  died 
drunkards, 37  had  drunken  sons.  19  ran  away,  13  had 
uruiiken  wives. 

It  is  a lacl,  that  the  British  governmant  r.iises  a 
yearly  revenue  of  over  g8U  000  000,  from  Ihe  .spirit 
iiatlio.  Russia  $25,000  0110,  France  $17  000,000, 
and  Gernuniy  sijsiains  over  200,000  distilleries!  Is 
it  a.noiig  llie  possibles  lo  imagine  the  amount  ot  evils 
iiiul  flow  Irom  such  a source?  Famine  and  want  and 
pi  slileiice  stalk  over  a large  purlion  ol  E irnp;',  and 
yet  ilisiiilcries  and  breweries  cuinsume  the  gram  that 
inighi  leeu  the  people.  VViial  families  are  rnineii, 

. i.at  iiiiJiviilual  suli'enngs  are  aUriDiilable  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits?  Who  can  tell  the  dread  aiiiounl? 
Wnal  nr  mes  ai  e jierpelr.ited  under  ilsdire  niflutnoe. 
vViial  m iral  and  menial  ignorance  owe  their  exist- 
lu  I lls  :i.i  ;■?  ■’  al  a u junt  of  depr.i vily.i’ — jf 

' ii  n K li  jse.-.  Ill  every  iiclgb- 

I •■  ■ ■ ■ • ..gued  to  ihe  liu- 

i mie  , 1 up  the  aggre- 


gale  . 

1 auglil  witn?  Is 

Ul  IS  1 

I ICS  to  hum  1 II- 

1 r 1 1 

il  tifoii?  — 

6, .a  , 

•s..'  -K  irom 

COllLi'IU.IilCi 

" 1 vV’c  n.ip 

nut. 

In  till-,  o 

-.  iigs  o(  -a  11,1 . 

ful  lendci  c_ 

1 ..  PC. is  not  uiilr.  - 

qiienlly  Oii,ji 

U'  ■unperuic.  zc.ii  - 

\Ve  are  no.  , . 

i.ib  .iicdsui 

aUiipleil  by  Ui 

. 1 -1  of  o u u 

have  Ueen  pi  ii". 

Far  from  r..— 

From  the  official  n u.  u me  police  . New 
Yolk,  It  appeal's  Uial  u.<  i •>  k ■ 'in- 

nillied  lur  nituxii  i Oi6  ti 

the  3UUi  Api  ll,  l04  I i,40b  • 111. 0X1' 


eauon  alio  dis.uu.  i y . ■ • •>  .i'- 

ing  12,B76  111  the  niiui  ; oUiO  i J.eil, 

douuiiess  me  chilUi  eii  ol  in.  peraie  p.ir-.ili,  .vere 
III  the  same  '.ime  taken  up  .i-  l.'st  1 the  ptiulic 
streets.  In  the  city  ul  B iston  iicic  »eie  cn  ered  in 
1846,  in  the  police  com  t-,  4,0?3  . o upioiin-,  .ei.ig  an 
increase  ol  683  over  the  year  1645  O mis  num- 
ner,  1263  were  compiaints  loi  oiunk  ii.iess.  The 
expi  Use  ol  fines  and  cost  lo  the  cuy  'a-  upwards  ol 
$6,639  From  the  Isi  ol  January,  to  tin.  31?t  m D ■ 
celn..et  lust,  Iheie  weie  al'iesliu,  .j  u-e  iVlontrcal 
ciiy  police  alone,  4,3o6  persons  lor  vauous  otteuces,  [ 


But  the  iig-gM-g-.a  . ilreauy  a bie-- 

sing  lo  iiimioi. — , ,,  III  a prop,  r 

spirit,  more  may  , .jmplislied.  I'lm 

over- zealous  must  . . .j  the  prudent  and 

considerate.  The  i.ior..  .m-l  oe  gradual.  The 
public  mind  must  be  eniiglitened.  Revolutions  are 
seldom  urougbl  instantaiieoiisly. — 3’einperaiice  re- 
1 umeis  may  well  look  up.rii  vvnal  lias  atready  been 
accnnipli-bed,  and  lake  courage  fur  lulure  success 
from  the  review.  A ctiange  so  extensive — wc  wid 
not  say  so  radical,  lias  seldom  been  wrought  in  ono 
gentraiiuii  as  has  been  already  aceomplislied.  The 
task  is  blessed  of  a Bupeniileiidirig  Brovidence,  bey- 
ond all  question.  Be  thankful, — be  humble, — not 
overbearing  and  proud — but  earnest  and  laithful  lo 
llie  work,  and  it  will  be  luilhcr  blessed. 
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The  Crops.  The  wheat  arul  rye  harvest  is  near 
at  hand.  The  best  judsiinent  wo  are  able  to  form 
from  the  great  mr-iiher  of  paragraphs  which  now 
mark  the  journal?  '[o  » every  part  of  the  Union, 
as  to  the  prospeol  o i • growing  crop,  induces  us 
to  conclude  tha  it'vui  yield  about  an  average  re- 
turn, and  consequently  something  below  ttie  yield  of 
the  two  last  season',  euc  ■ ■■  wliich  gave  more  than 
an  average.  We  speak  of  lue  product  according  to 
quantity  sown.  There  have  been  numerous  para- 
graphs published,  from  various  directions,  giving 
very  discouraging  accounts  of  appearances,  but  these 
are  common  to  every  season  almost,  and  the  two  last 
were  exceptions  in  this  respect.  Seldom  a year 
occurs  in  which  large  sections  of  our  country  do  not 
fail,  from  some  one  or  other  of  the  numerous  causes 
which  operate  against  wheat  crops,  to  make  a profi- 
table return  to  the  agriculturist.  In  1845  the  corn  crop 
failed  in  the  Carolinas  and  part  of  Virginia.  Last 
year,  on  the  very  eve  of  harvest,  a large  portion  of 
iViaryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  and  the 
eastern  portion  of  Virginia,  lost  a great  part  of  their 
wheat  crop.  In  many  of  our  lands  on  which  wheat 
is  extensively  cultivated,  it  is  proverbially  so  uncer- 
tain a crop  as  liardlj  to  succeed  two  years  out  of 
every  three.  The  failures  this  year,  so  far  as  ac- 
counts are  received,  wo  judge  will  not  be  over  what 
may  be  fairly  considered  an  average  failure.  The 
increased  quantity  of  grain  sown,  in  consequence  of 
the  stimulus  of  iiigh  prices,  will  probably  compen- 
sate for  the  loss  so  as  to  make  the  actual  quantity 
harvested  fully  equal  to  either  of  the  two  last  years 
From  several  of  our  heaviest  wheat  growing  sec 
tions,  no  complaint  wliatever  has  been  uttered,  and 
they  promise  very  heavy  crops.  There  has  been  less 
complaint  of  destruction  by  the  ily  than  we  fre- 
quently have.  One  account  from  the  northwest, 
reached  us  by  the  last  mail,  wliich  we  hope  is  an 
exaggeration,  ol  extensive  ravages  of  the  fly  in  that 
direction.  Recent  rains  have  vastly  improved  ap- 
pearances in  our  part  of  the  Union. 

New  wheat  in  the  market.  The  Columbia  (S. 
C.J  Banner,  JaueSlIi,  Bays:  “A  load  of  new  wheat, 
raised  on  liie  plantation  of  D.  R.  Ruff.  Esq.,  of  this 
district,  was  sold  to  Mr.  Jesse  Drafts,  in  this  town, 
on  Saturday  last,  at  $1.12t  per  bushel.  It  is  said  to 
be  a very  superior  article.” 

The  Soutk  Carolinian  says:  “The  crops  liave  im- 
proved vastly  since  our  last,  and  seasons  iiave  con- 
tinued favorable,  though  we  have  had  loo  much  rain. 
The  wtieal  harvest  is  falling  rapidly  before  the  rea 
pers,  and  we  may  soon  expect  new  flour  in  our 
market.” 

Deaths,  at  A'cu)  York  city  duriw'  Ihe  year  1846 — 
According  to  the  city  inspector’.s  report,  the  deaths 
of  the  year  amounted  to  11,318.  The  increased 
mortality  over  the  previous  year  is  imputed  to  the 
large  number  of  sick  and  feeble  emigrants  sent  to 
this  port,  chiefly  from  Europe.  A little  more  than 
one  fifth  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  resulted 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  which  is 
far  smaller  tlian  the  proportion  ol  the  preceding  year, 
that  being  nearly  one-third. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janei- 
ro, during  the  year  1846.  was  5,115,  out  of  a popu- 
lation of  about  two  iiundred  tliousand.  Of  this 
number  186  died  between  the  ages  of  60  and  70;  95 
between  70  and  80;  43  between  90  and  100.  One  of 
the  deceased  was  128,  4 were  under  120,  and  2 un- 
der liO. 

Tlie  number  of  deaths  at  New  York  last  week 
amounted  to  about  300;  at  Baltimore  82. 

Items. — The  ship  ‘Miracle,’  Elliot,  from  Liverpool  for 
Queiiec,  was  wrecked  on  the  19tii  May  at  Maydalen 
island;  of  4tU  passemiers.  64  were  drowncd.and  30  dud 
of  fever.  The  ‘Zenohia.’  with  179  passengers,  lias  also 
been  wrecked  at  Maniidien,  and  ihe  brig  Carricks  also 
about  four  miles  eas'ward  of  Cape  Rosier.  Out  of  167 
passengers  in  the  1 mc-r  vessel,  only  forty-eight  reached 
the  shore.  These  disasters  :J1  happened  in  the  latter 
part  of  May. 

The  steamhuat  “ Chesapeake,’’ \>mnu\  from  Buffalo  up 
LtI'.c  Erie,  a little  after  niiduight,  10;h  ir.slant,  came  in 
collision  wiih  the  schooner  ‘J.  F.  Porter’_ hound  down, 
witli  a full  cargo  of  wheat  am!  corn.  The  latter  went 
to  the  bottom  hi  8 fathom  water,  crew  and  passengers 
eot  on  board  the  Che'apcake,  which  made  immediately 
Tor  Conneaut,  hut  sunk  befoie  she  made  that  harbor,  2 
rules  out.  'I'he  steamboat  Harrison,  four  hours  after, 
tucked  up  most  ol  tlic  luiss,'  g'  rs  and  crew.  1 he 
steamboat  Cleveland  came  i -wp  !n  search  of  others 
that  po.ssibly  might  be  saved,  : • ‘ mad  none.  There 

were  a number  of  pa-s;.‘iigcr  , ■;  large  proportion  ol 
them  women  and  clnUlreii— all  a die  women  and  chil- 
dren were  saved.  Eight  per-sons  attempted  to  escape 
on  fla's  are  known  to  have  been  drowned. 

Cargoes,  baggage,  and  passengers’  trunks  all  were 
lost. 


The  A,ncient  and  Honorable  Artillery  company  of 
Boston  celebrated  its  209th  anniversary,  on  the  8th  inst., 
by  a procession,  a sermon,  a dinner,  and  a parade. 

hlteani  ploughisig.— The  leading  article  of  the  London 
Agricultural  Uazjtle.  May  8,  is  on  the  employment  of 
steam  in  farming,  to  which  the  editors  are  favorab'e, 
considering  ii  a m.ire  docile  and  less  costly  power  titan 
either  man  or  horse.  Every  100  acres  of  ploughing  in- 
volves the  passing  over  1,000  linear  miles,  by  SOO  con- 
sumers of  food.  They  calculate  the  savins  by  steam  on 
eoery  ploughing  at  $1  per  acre,  or  ^100,000,000  on  as 
many  acres. 

A wire  suspension  bridge  across  the  Niagara,  below 
the  falls,  Mr.  Roberling  of  Pittsburg,  has  contracted  to 
construct. 


sisting  of  Messrs.  Richard  Hawes,  Garrett  Davis  and 
William  C.  Lyle,  was  appointed  to  communicate  to  Mr. 
Corvyin  the  wish  of  the  meeting  and  fo  tender  to  him  the 
hospitalities  of  the  county  in  a public  barbecue  dinner. — 
We  are  confident  that  the  object  and  action  of  this  mee- 
ting will  be  cordially  approved  by  almost  every  indiviLal 
in  the  county.  For  however  muchsome  may  differ  from 
him  in  political  opinion  all  must  accord  to  him  motives 
of  tile  most  e.xal  led  patriotism.  He  is  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky and  of  Bourbon  county . This,  taken  in  connex- 
ion with  his  high  character  as  an  orator,  a statesman  and 
a roan,  renders  it  peculiarly  proper  that  w e should  hon- 
or him  in  the  manner  proposed.  We  shall  be  more  than 
repaid  by  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  a style  of  elo- 
quence rare,  not  only  in  thi.s  country  but  in  the  world.” 


Emigrants. — From  tlie  1st  April,  to  the  lOlh  June, 
7,438  emigrants  arrived  at  Boston  from  Europe,  accord- 
ing to  custom  house  entries.  At  New  York  8,914  ar- 
rived last  week.  At  Groose  Island  quarentine,  30  miles 
below  Quebec  52  vessels  willi  14,000  emigrants  were 
detained  on  the  5th  instant,  and  52  other  vessels  had 
left  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  with  14,592  pas- 
sengers none  of  which  had  yet  arrived. 

Cigars — It  is  estimated  by  competent  judges  that  the 
cost  of  cigars  annually  smoked  in  Boston  amounts  to 
$250,000.  It  is  staled  that  tlie  cigars  smoked  in  the 
United  States  amount  to  $10,000,000  annually.  This 
expense,  great  as  it  is,  is  incurred  by  boys  and  young 
men  principally,  and  would  support  50,000  of  their  num- 
ber in  tlie  process  of  obtaining  a liberal  education,  at 
$200  per  annum. 

A new  comet,  first  discovered  by  Prof.  Colla,  of  Par- 
ma, situate  near  Lambda  Ursa  Major,  was  seen  on  the 
niglit  of  the  8th  instani,  by  Prof.  Mitchell,  Cincinnati 
observatory. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  will  leave  Washington 
next  Wednesday  on  a tour  to  the  east. 

The  venerable  Ex-President  J.  Q.  Adams,  has 
reached  home.  We  regret  to  learn  that  he  is  quite 
feeble. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  also  reached  Boston 
a few  days  since,  and  retires  to  his  farm  for  a short 
time  with  a vieiv  to  recover  healtli  and  strength. 

Mr.  Trist  and  Mexico. — The  Washington  corres- 
pondent of  the  N.  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  writes 
on  the  19lh  inst.,  in  the  most  confident  language, 
prediraled  he  says  upon  information  from  New  Or- 
leans, and  from  Jalapa,  ‘which  admits  of  no  mistake,’ 
— “that  the  treaty  prepared  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  Trist 
as  commissioner,  has  been  seen  at  Jalapa; — that  Mr. 
Tnsl  is  clothed  with  the  fullest  diplomatic  powers 
to  conclude  a definitive  treaty  of  peace,  upon  the 
terms  ami  articles  as  set  forth  in  the  project  exhib 
ited  at  Jalapa,  and  need  not  wait  for  any  further  in- 
structions from  Washington,  but  can  have  the  treaty 
as  it  16,  signed  by  him,  ratified  at  once  by  the  Mexi- 
can government.  I assert  further,  that  General 
Scott  is  to  co-operate  in  the  negotiation  and  carrying 
the  treaty  into  iffect.’’ 

New  York. — Election  of  .fudges.  The  administra- 
tion candidates  forjudges,  and  clerk  of  Ihe  court  of 
appeals,  are  all  elected,  and  nearly  all  of  their  can- 
didates for  the  inferior  judges  also.  The  whig  tick- 
et obtained  in  the  city  of  N.  Y.  something  over  10,- 
000  voles,  the  administration  ticket,  had  over  15,000 
votes. 

Maryland. — The  fVhig  Gubernalorial  Convention 
assembled  at  Cambridge  on  the  16th.  'I'hos.  Duckett, 
Esq.  ol  Prince  Georges,  was  selected  to  preside;  Colonel 
Spencer  of  Kent,  and  William  Tell  Claude,  of  Amia- 


polis,  secretaries. 

On  iirocceding 

to  ballot  for  a 

candidate  for 

governor 

the  votes  stood  — 

1st  Ballot. 

2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

Dr.  Williams, 
Goldsborougb, 

36 

33 

41 

41 

24 

22 

26 

57 

Lnnekirman, 

20 

20 

17 

0 

Gr.  lonie. 

14 

14 

10 

2 

Ricaod,  8 » 8 

W.  T.  Goldsborougb  having  received  a niaj urity  of  the 
whole  number  of  ballots,  was  on  motion,  unanimously 
declared  to  he  the  whig  candidate  for  governor. 

A preaiiii'ie  .md  resolution  of  condolence  witii  Henry  ^ 
Ci.AY  0.1  the  lan  of  his  gallant  son,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Clay, — were  unanimously  adopted,  as  w,ns  also  the  fol- 
low iiig— 

Resolved,  That  the  Iiigh  intellectual  capacity,  the 
.noble  and  generous  qualities  of  the  heart,  the  cool  brave- 
ry, e.Mraordiiiary  prudence,  and  strong  practical  good 
sense  which  hav-  omforinly  distiogui-shed  Major  General 
Zachary  'Taylor,  ..s  a citizen  and  a soldier,  “give  tiie 
world  assurance  of  a man”  in  wliom  the  highest  trust 
under  our  cuiisiiiuiiun  may  be  reposed  with  entire  confi- 
dence. 

Senato.i  Tiioatas  Corwin. — A public  raeetin.g  was 
lield  at  Paris,  Kentucky,  on  the  31st  ult.,  for  the  purpose 
of  inviting  Mr.  Corwin  of  Ohio,  to  visit  Bourbon  county, 
the  place  of  his  birth,  on  the  4ih  of  July,  or  at  such  other 
time  as  might  suit  his  convenience.  “A  committee  con- 


New mail  route  to  Lake  Superior.  The  British 
government  have  established  a semi-monthly  mail  to 
the  copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Lake.  The  conveyance  leaves  Toronto  on  the 
13th  and  28th  of  each  month,  and  takes  passengers 
through  in  sixty  hours  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  by  way  of 
Lake  Simcoe,  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  on  Lake  Huron,  and 
thence  to  Owen’s  Sound,  and  then  to  the  Sault.  This 
is  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  nearer  than  by  Lake 
Erie. 


An  invisible  Lake.  The  Mad  river  railway 
(Ohio)  is  now  used  from  the  Lake  to  Richmoud,  92 
miles  and  in  the  course  of  this  month  will  be  completed 
to  West  Liberty,  which  is  within  twenty  four  miles 
of  Springfield.  The  Springfield  Republican  has  the 
following  notice  of  a piortion  of  the  country  over 
which  it  was  designed  to  extend  the  road:  “Between 
Bellefontaine  and  West  Liberty  the  road  crosses  a 
small  prairie,  which  is  evidently  a lake,  over  the  sur- 
face of  which  a heavy  sod  has  grown.  The  road  was 
grated  and  contractors  were  about  to  deliver  it  as  fin- 
ished, when  suddenly  it  disappeared,  and  twelve  feet 
water  was  found  in  its  place.  Thirty  years  ago  the 
grass  was  cut  on  this  prairie,  and  liauled  off  in  a heavy 
wagon.  It  is  supposed  that  there  is  a subterranean 
communication  between  it  and  the  neighboring  lakes. 
The  road  will  probably  have  to  be  carried  around  the 
prairie.” 

A late  London  letter  published  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer, says — The  international  laws  of  extradi- 
tion, as  established  between  Great  Britain,  and  France 
and  the  United  States,  have  lately  been  a good  deal 
commented  upon;  and  Mr.  Egan,  a barrister  of  con- 
siderable eminence,  says: — -‘The  English  authorities 
have  put  a construction  on  them  which  mars  their  u- 
tility;  so  that,  while  applications  by  the  English  gov- 
ernment to  France  and  America  for  the  delivery  of 
fugitive  criminals  have,  in  every  instance  proved  suc- 
cessful, on  the  other  hand,  applications  by  France  and 
America  to  England  liave,  in  every  instance,  proved 
unsuccessful.  Ought  not  some  attempt  be  made  to 
place  this  law  and  its  administration  upon  terras  of 
perfect  reciprocity.^ 


FOREIGN. — Latest  intelligence. 

The  steamer  Cambria  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th, 
and  reached  Boston  on  the  I7i  h inst. 

Daniel  O’Connell,  died  at  Genoa,  on  the  15th  of 
May.  He  direcled  his  heart  to  be  deposited  in 
Rome,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  in  Ireland. 

Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Lord  Clarendon  suc- 
ceeds the  deceased  Lord  Besborough. 

Dr.  Chalmers,  the  tiieologian,  died  sud  lenly  o.i  the 
31st  May. 

The  Irish  Confederation,  designed  to  unite  all  parties 
in  watching  over  the  interests  and  rights  of  Ireland, 
held  their  first  meeting  on  the  31st  May. 

Prices  of  breadstuffs.  Unusually  fine  weather 
and  appearance  of  a promising  iiarvest,  had  depress- 
ed prices  consideraDly , but  they  had  somewhat  ral- 
lied before  the  Cambria  left.  Flour,  which  had  been 
flown  40s.  was  up  again  to  42s.  a 43s.  Compared 
with  prices  when  the  previous  steamer  left,  the  latest 
quotations  stand: 

June  4.  .May  19. 

Flour,  42s.a433.  46s  a49'. 

Am.  wheat  lU3.6d.al2s.  6J.  13s.  9d.al5. 

Corn,  52s.a54s.  60s  a67.s. 

Corn  meal,  28s.a31s.  3ls.a32s. 

Cotton.  Apprehended  scarcity  of  cotton,  large 
orders  from  America  for  goods,  more  freedom  in  the 
money  maiket,  and  a better  state  of  trade,  had  given 
activity,  firmness,  and  spirits  to  the  cotton  market, 
at  a decided  advance.  Sales  of  the  week  39,000 
bales.  Uplands  5ia7d.;  Orleans  fijaSjd.;  Mobile 
5Ju7gd.;  Sea  Island  12|a20|d. 

Money  market.  Tlie  bank  discounts  more  freely, 
and  exliibils  an  increase  of  s£786,400  in  bullion  for 
the  last  week.  Financial  prospects  of  the  country 
said  to  be  "exceedingly  animating.” 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


Sixth  ibribs. — No.  17. — Vol.  XXII.] 


BALTIMORE,  JUNE  26,  1847. 


(Vol.  LXXII. — Whole  No.  1,86.5 


THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERT  SATURDAY,  BT  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AMD  PROPRIETOR,  AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADTANCB. 


The  President’s  tour  to  the  east.  The  President 
of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  his  Lady  and 
other  friends,  left  Washington  at  12  M.  on  Tuesday 
»nd  reached  the  outer  depot  Baltimore,  at  2 P.  M.  in 
a special  train.  They  were  there  received  by  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Col.  Davies,  accom- 
panied by  a committee  of  the  two  branches  of  City 
Council,  with  a train  of  splendid  barouches  for  the 
^Bcommodation  of  the  party.  The  Junior  Artillerists 
detailed  for  the  duty,  announced  the  reception  by  a ra- 
pid salute,  and  joined  the  5th  cavalry  regiment  in  es- 
corting the  trains  to  the  city.  At  the  intersection  of 
Lombard  and  Hanover  streets  the  cavajcade  found  the 
military  of  the  city,  under  Major  General  Steuart, 
drawn  ' up  to  receive  them  and  escort  the  party 
to  the  Exchange,  apartments  in  which  were  fitted 
up  and  appropriated  to  the  occasion.  The  City  Coun- 
cil there  received  the  President  with  a most  cordial 
salutation,  to  which  the  President  responded  in  very 
happy  style,  during  which  he  took  occasion  to  say: 

“The  purpose  of  my  brief  visit  is  to  pay  my  re- 
spects to  my  fellow  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  of  the 
northern  section  of  this  country.  Had  I postponed  it 
beyond  the  present  summer,  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  other  convenient  opportunity  to  make  it,  would 
have  occurred  during  the  period  of  my  term  of  official 
service,  at  the  close  of  which  I shall  retire  to  private 
life.” 

Citizens  crowded  to  take  the  President  by  the  hand. 
Introductions  and  civilities  were  continued  for  some 
hours.  “The  Association  of  Old  Defenders”  were 
amongst  those  to  greet  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union  to  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  they  had  so  gal- 
lantly fought  for,  “long  time  ago,”  and  the  public 
school  commissioners,  with  the  scholars  of  the  public 
female  school,  all  neatly  attired  for  the  occasion, 
contributed  no  little  to  the  interest  of  the  scene. 

At  5 o’clock  the  President  and  guests  were  invited  to 
the  dining  apartment.  Bands  of  music  v/ere  constantly 
in  attendance  during  the  day  and  night.  The  city  and 
harbour  were  dressed  in  flags.  At  7 o’clock  Wednes- 
nesday  morning,  the  party  were  duly  escorted  to  the 
eastern  depot,  were  a committee  of  the  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia were  in  wailing  to  receive  and  escort 
them. 

The  President’s  Lady  took  leave  of  him  at  Balti- 
more. She  wiil  proceed  on  a visit  to  Tennessee. 


NATIONAL  Affairs. 


appointments  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Benjanun  Cowell,  collector  of  the  customs.  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Hezekiah  Willard, 
deceased. 

Roberl  W.  Pooler,  surveyor  of  the  customs  at  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  S.  Wayne, 
resigned. 

DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Official. — Mr.  Tod,  our  new  minisier  to  Brazil,  goes 
out  in  the  Ohio  ship  of-ihe-line,  which  sails  tor  ihe  Pa- 
cific imniediaiely.  Mr.  Morgan  and  family  go  with  Mr. 
Tod  lo  Rio  Janeiro.  VVe  have  every  reason  to  hope 
that  Mr.  Tod  will  promptly  adjust  any  diffeitnces  that 
may  exist  with  Brazil,  with  wnom  it  is  the  desire  of 
our  government  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  Seth  Barton,  the  charge  of  the  Uniied  States  to 
Chili,  Will  jio  out  ill  the  Brandywine  from  Norfolk  about 
the  middle  of  July.  The  Ohio  will  wait  for  him  at  Rio 
Janeiro  to  carry  him  to  his  port  of  destination.  The 
Ohio  herself  is  destined  for  the  Pacific  squadron. 

[fVat/iinfflon  Union. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  JN.  Vork  Jour- 
nal ot  Commerce,  gives  the  following  as  the  very  words 
of  the  recall  of  the  Chevalier  de  Lisboa— 

“The  Emperor  deems  it  convenient  to  deprive  Cheva- 
lier Caspar  Jose  L sboa  of  bii  present  position  as  minis- 
ter pleiiipoie.niary  near  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Polk,  U.  S.  Charge  at  Naples,  came  passenger 
in  the  steamer  Cambria,  which  arrived  at  Boston  last 
week. 

Ferdinand  Gardiner,  Esq.,  for  many  years  the  able 
and  efficient  United  States  Consul,  died  at  Port  Praya, 
6,  of  the  country  fever.  Commodore  Read 
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found  it  necessary  to  appoint  an  agent  in  his  place, 
and  selected  a very  capable  Portuguese,  formerly  the 
British  and  now  the  French  agent,  named  William 
Peixoto,  to  act  until  the  government  appointment  is 
made. 

Relations  xoilh  Brazil.  We  refrain  from  publishing 
any  of  the  articles  in  relation  to  the  diplomatic  diffi- 
culties which  are  rumored  to  exist  between  the  Bra- 
zilian government  and  our  own.  It  is  due  to  the  gov- 
ernments respectively,  it  is  due  to  the  several  diplo- 
matic agents  of  the  respective  governments — it  is  due 
to  peace  and  humanity,  that  a delicate  affair  of  this 
kind  should  be  left  to  the  executive,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic should  refrain  from  indulging  in  either  statements 
or  speculations,  respecting  matters  of  which  they 
probably  are  not  well  informed.  Such  publications 
often  do  injustice  where  it  is  improper  at  the  time  to 
make  explanations,  and  the  injustice  has  to  be  en- 
dured. But  the  greatest  danger  in  such  publications 
is,  that  an  amicable  and  honorable  adjustment  of  dif- 
ficulties is  not  unfrequently  interrupted  by  their  ap- 
pearence.  In  almost  all  cases  they  tend  to  excite 
rather  than  allay  disputes.  It  is  fair,  and  nothing  but 
fair,  to  presume  that  the  executive  will  duly  attend 
to  the  interest  as  well  as  to  the  honor  of  the  country 
in  the  premises. 

Reuben  G.  Beasley,  Esq.  Advices  from  Havre  state 
that  Mr.  Beasley,  died  in  that  city  on  the  1st  of  June. 
All  the  American  ships  in  port  had  their  flags  hoisted 
half  mast  during  the  day.  The  age  of  Mr.  B.  is  not 
stated,  but  as  he  figured  in  England  as  agent  of  the 
United  States  government  at  the  time  of  the  famous 
“Dartmoor  Massacre,”  during  the  war,  he  must  have 
been  advanced  in  years. 

Sardinia. — The  Tariff.  In  an  audience  wit’n  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  Mr.  Cobden  was  assured  that  the 
principles  he  advocated  were  highly  approved,  and  in 
proof  of  the  same  the  king  announced  that  reductions 
would  be  made  in  his  tariff  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. 

Brazil.  The  Boston  Courier  gives  an  extract  of  a 
letter  dated  May  4th  in  which  is  this  passage:  “Lord 
Howden,  in  the  steamer  Rattler,  touched  here  on  the 
31st  ult.  and  sailed  tlie  same  day  for  Buenos  Ayres 
The  opinion  is  general  that  the  affairs  of  the  River 
Platte  will  be  immediately  settled,  provided  Rosas 
will  agree  to  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Hood — 
Advices  had  been  received  from  Montevideo,  at  Rio 
down  to  the  16th  of  April. 

Murder  of  the  Bolivian  Minister  at  Buenos  ^dyres — 
The  Commercio  Montevideo  of  April  2th.  reports  the 
murder  of  Don  Manuel  Rodriguez,  Bolivian  Minister 
at  Bhenos  Ayres.  He  was  found  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  before  the  house  occupied  by  M.  de  Mandeville, 
the  English  Consul,  with  his  skull  cleft  by  a sabre 
blow.  The  deed  is  attributed  to  Rosas,  who  wished 
to  free  himself  of  a confidant  too  well  acquainted 
with  his  secrets,  and  whom  he  suspected  to  have 
been  indiscreet  in  relation  to  certain  projects  of  re- 
tirement attributed  to  himself  by  rumor  at  Montevi- 
deo. 

BALTIMORE  BATTALION ORDER  NO.  23. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Tampico, 
Tampico,  Mexico,  May,  30th,  1847. 

It  has  been  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Colonel  com- 
manding, that  orders  from  the  general  headquarters  of 
the  army  should  have  been  received  directing  him 
where  and  when  the  Battalion  of  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington volunteers  should  be  honorably  mustered  out 
of  service;  but  circumstances  not  within  his  control 
have  obliged  him  to  detain  it  at  Tampico  until  the 
last  day  of  its  term  of  service.  He  cannot  here  re- 
frain from  expressing  the  satisfaction  he  has  experi- 
enced in  beholding  this  brave  body  at  its  post  where  it 
is  so  much  needed,  and  where  he  would  gladly  retain 
it  during  the  continuation  of  the  war;  nevertheless,  as 
that  period  had  arrived,  when  the  expiration  of  the 
relations  so  long  amicably  existing  between  that  corps 
and  their  commanders  must  cease,  he  herewith  pro- 
claims it  honorably  discharged,  this  day.  His  excel- 
lency the  president  of  the  United  States  foreseeing 
these  results,  and  desiring  the  continuance  of  the  ser- 


vice of  volunteers,  requisite  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
plans  in  the  event  of  the  prolongation  of  hostilities 
with  the  enemy,  the  Colonel  commanding  would  tes- 
tify his  desire  that  these  v/ell  drilled,  experienced  and 
gallant  companies  would  again  promptly  present  them- 
selves for  enrollment  under  their  respective  officers, 
determined  to  abide  the  issue  of  their  country's  strug- 
gle, whatever  it  may  be,  secure  in  their  acknowledged 
prowess  and  capacity  in  asserting  her  rights.  Maj. 
Buchanan,  whose  well  tried  fidelity,  and  judicious  per- 
formance of  service  have  won  the  entire  confidence 
of  your  commander,  who  seizes  this  opportunity  to 
make  known  his  thanks,  and  has  been  officially  au- 
thorized to  make  terms  with  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  battalion — from  the  city  of  heroic  monuments 
and  patriotic  associations — by  which,  if  any  of  you 
shall  think  proper  to  enroll  yourselves,  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  sixty  days  will  he  given,  and  on  your  return 
to  Mexico  the  $12  bounty  paid;  and  highly  pleased 
will  the  commandant  be  if  even  one  company  will 
raise  their  standard  on  the  parade  for  this  purpose;  but 
if  not,  and  he  is  left  to  .see  you  pass  away,  he  offers 
you  his  cordial  good  wishes  that  you  may  have  a 
speedy  passage,  and  find  your  families,  relatives  and 
friends  ready  and  joyous  to  greet  you,  as  your  honora- 
ble services  justly  entitle  you. 

By  order  of  Col.  Gates. 

E.  G.  BECKWITH,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

THE  NATIONAL  MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

The  long  silence  observed  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ject, and  the  suspension  of  effort  towards  its  further- 
ance, had  led  many  minds  to  suspect  that  the  collec- 
tions made  had  not  been  judiciously  managed.  An 
address  to  the  public  has  lately  been  published  by  the 
association.  They  proposed  to  renew  their  solicita- 
tions for  subscriptions,  and  are  taking  measures  for 
that  purpose.  In  proof  that  the  collections  made  long 
since  liave  not  been  allowed  to  remain  inactive,  the 
following  statement  of  the  investments  thereof  hai 
been  published. 

The  aggregate  investments  are  as  follows 
Pennsylvania  5 per  cent  $17,900  00 

do  5 per  cent,  in  lieu  of  int.  473  35 

do  6 percent,  in  lieu  of  int.  1,396  35 

do  5 per  cent,  in  lieu  of  int.  475  96 

Corporation  of  Washington  6 per  cent.  13,470  00 

do  do  5 per  cent.  13,170  00 

Corporation  of  Alexandia  6 per  cent.  1,000  00 
St.  Louis  bonds — 10  per  cent.  1,500  00 

St.  Louis  bonds — 6 per  cent.  3,000  00 

Corporation  of  Washington  6 per  cent — 
stock  purchased  since  Nov.  20, 1845 


Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad  bonds 


2,600  00 

54,959  66 
400  00 


$55,  359  66 

J.  B.  A.  Smith,  treasurer. 

November  21,  1846. 

[Since  the  above  report  was  made,  the  treasurer 
has  invested  $2,000  more — making  the  present  total 
fund  of  the  society  $57,359.] 

The  address  informs  the  public  that  the  whole  a 
mount  collected  by  the  agents  of  the  society  was  a- 
bout  $28,000,  which  by  proper  management  has  ac- 
cumulated to  the  above  amount. 

Elisha  Whittlesey, esq.,  formerly  member  of  con- 
gress from  Ohio,  has  been  appointed  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions, with  authority  to  appoint  and  compensate  sub- 
agents. 

Arrest. — Captain  Canot,  who  arrived  at  New  York 
a few  days  sinre  has  been  arrested  by  the  U.  S.  marshal, 
on  a charge  of  having  violated  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  by  having  in  December 
last  filled  out  in  New  York  a vessel  to  be  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  in  which  he  himself  went  as  passenger  to  the 
Coast  of  Africa.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a vary  exiensiva 
slave  establishment  there. 

The  Death  of  O’Connell.  The  death  of  the 
Irish  liberator  has  revealed  the  immensity  of  his  fame. 
The  friends  of  freedom  in  every  land  look  upon 
his  decease  as  a great  event — as  nothing  less  than  a 


*58 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  26,  1847— FOREIGN. 


catastrophe — in  the  progress  and  prospects  of  public 
liberty.  Yet  no  man  ever  belonged  in  his  whole  spir- 
it, and,  character,  more  exclusively  and  more  intense- 
ly to  a single  nation.  O’Connell  was  Ireland  incar- 
nate. 

How,  then  came  his  name  to  be  a power,  not  in 
Ireland  only,  but  thoughout  the  world?  Because  for 
more  than  an  entire  generation,  in  all  his  great  efforts 
in  the  cause  of  Ireland,  he  stood  before  the  world  as 
the  most  prominent  and  powerful  representative  of 
the  two  noblest  political  ideas  which  have  been  devel- 
oped in  the  European  system  of  nations  during  this 
nineteenth  century.  As  the  Catholic  emancipationist, 
he  represented  the  freedom  of  conscience  from  the 
oppressions  of  the  civil  power.  As  the  Irish  libera- 
tor, he  represented  political  revolution  operating  by 
moral  force  alone,  through  the  forms  of  law.  In  the 
first  of  these  characters,  in  1829,  he,  the  champion 
of  an  oppressed  and  dependent  province,  overcame  in 
combination  Wellington  and  Peel— the  soldier  who 
had  wrested  Europe  from  the  grasp  of  Napoleon,  and 
the  statesman  who  has  since  encountered  victoriously 
the  most  colossal  monopoly  in  the  world,  and  given  to 
England  free  trade  in  food.  In  his  second  character 
—as  a peaceful  revolutionist — O’Connell  has  left  his 
mission  all  unfinished.  In  his  latter  days,  a terrible 
dispensation  of  providence — the  refusal  of  the  soil  of 
his  country  to  bring  forth  food  for  man,  for  a time  par- 
alyzed his  arm  in  its  work  of  deliverance;  and  he  has 
"died,"  when  under  the  pressure  of  such  an  event,  he 
could  no  longer  “do.”  But  “revolutions  never  go 
backwards;”  and  the  liberator  of  Ireland  yet  works 
by  the  words  which  he  has  graven  on  the  hearts  of 
Irishmen.  When  O’Connell  said,  “Let  every  Irish- 
man remember  that  he  echo  commits  a crime  strengthens  the 
enemy,"  he  summed  up,  in  a line,  the  whole  gospel  of 
peaceful  revolution,  and  uttered  perhaps  as  sublime  a 
war  cry  against  oppression  as  ever  fell  fro  n the  lips 
of  the  leader  of  a people  in  revolt.  Such  words  are 
more  than  battles. 

As  an  orator,  O’Connell  must  rank  high  among 
the  greatest  of  those  who  have  mastered  men  by  the 
gift  of  speech.  More  than  any  other  man  of  his  day 

more  than  Berryer,  and  as  much  as  Mirabeau — he 

was  the  orator  of  great  masses  of  men.  The  “Mon- 
ster Meeting”  (in  the  use  he  made  of  it,  almost  his 
own  invention)  was  the  true  element  of  his  eloquence. 
Such  a presence  put  into  his  hands  at  opce  persuasion 
and  power,  and  he  opened  at  will  all  the  deepest  foun- 
tains of  rage,  of  laughter,  and  of  tears.  And  yet  he 
was  very  great  in  the  selecter  circle  of  parliament. — 
He  struck  down  to  the  very  earth,  at  a single  blow, 
the  rampant  rhetoric  of  D’Israeli,  before  which,  at  a 
later  day,  even  Peel  himself  was  to  retreat  and  quail. 
Neither  tW  impassioned  ingenuities  of  Macauley,  nor 
the  strong  grasp  and  impetuous  force  of  Stanly,  were 
a match  for  him  in  the  debates  on  the  famous  Irish 
coercion  bill.  And  his  pen  was  as  powerful  as  his 
speech.  His  “Letters  to  the  people  of  England,” 
published  some  years  since  in  the  Times,  have  always 
appeared  to  us  as  among  the  finest,  if  not  the  very 
finest,  specimens  of  popular  appeal  which  our  age  has 
produced.  They  are  as  vivid  and  fervent  as  the  best 
passages  of  O’Connell’s  speeches,  and  they  are  as 
condensed,  and  terse,  and  strongly  woven  in  their 
style  as  the  best  political  pamphleteering  of  Swift. 

"^The  loss  of  O’Connell  is  a great  loss  to  the  cause 
of  liberty,  and,  above  all,  of  revolution  throughout 
the  world.  But  in  no  other  foreign  nation  will  the 
memory  of  his  greatness  be  so  cherished  as  in  the 
United  States.  Yet  he  was  at  times  led  to  speak  of 
our  Union,  and  especially  of  the  southern  portion  of 
it  with  great  asperity  and  harshness.  That  he  should 
have  so  spoken,  is  a disparagement  at  once  of  his  wis- 
dom and  his  liberality;  for  it  showed  him  ready  to  re- 
sort to  invective  and  denunciation  in  relation  to  a 
great  and  complicated  social  subject,  which  he  had  no 
fit  opportunity  to  examine  or  understand.  In  a word, 
it  is  at  once  a part  of  his  glory  as  a patriot,  and  a part 
of  his  imperfection  as  a champion  of  reform,  that  his 
political  views  seem  to  have  been  rigorously  bounded 
bv  the  horizon  of  his  own  country.  He  was  raised 
UP  to  fight  the  great  moral  battle  of  oppressed  Ire- 
tod;  and  he  put  into  that  cause,  involving  as  it  did 
the  cause  of  Catholicism  under  Protestant  ascenden- 
cy the  whole  power  of  his  understanding  and  of  his 
heart.  To  find  a parallel  to  that  power  in  its  mas- 
tery over  the  Irish  people,  we  must  go  back,  as  has 
well  been  said,  far  beyond  the  statesmen  of  the  pre- 
sent century,  to  the  eras  of  great  religious  move- 
ments—to  the  days  of  Luther  and  of  Mahomet. 

[Union. 


I.AWS  OF  THE  TeRRITORT  OF  NeW  MeXICO. 

We  are  indebted  to  a friend  from  Santa  Fe  for  a 
copy  of  the  organic  law  for  the  government  of  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  also  for  a code  ot 
laws,  established  by  General  Kearny,  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  This  work  com- 
prises 115  pages,  and  the  text  is  in  Spanish  and  En- 
glish, placed  in  juxtaposition.  We  have  already  pub- 
lished a synopsis  of  the  constitution.  The  laws  are 
fashioned  very  much  after  our  own,  saving  such 
changes  as  are  demanded  by  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  New  Mexico;  are  arranged  under  regular 
heads,  and  embrace  every  thing  necessary  to  preserve 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

A delegate  to  congress  is  to  be  elected  on  the 
first  Monday  of  August,  1347. 

[St.  Louis  Republican. 


Mexican  Privateers. — Government,  as  well  as 
insurance  companies  and  shippers,  were  somewhat 
startled  a few  weeks  since  by  the  announcement  from 
Europe  that  an  American  schooner  had  been  cap- 
tured by  a privateer  under  Mexican  colors  fitted  out 
from  Barcelona,  and  that  the  prize  was  carried  into 
that  port.  It  was  stated  that  orders  were  promptly 
issued  to  some  of  our  armed  ships  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  the  Mediterranean  for  the  protection  of 
American  commerce  in  that  quarter.  Apprehen- 
sions subsided  considerably  on  learning  by  a subse- 
quent arrival  from  Europe,  that  so  far  from  counte- 
nancing the  proceeding,  the  Spanish  authorities  had 
promptly  released  the  captured  vessel,  and  condemn- 
ed the  privateers  for  capturing  her.  Decided  de- 
monstrations against  allowing  such  captures  were 
made  at  London  also  on  this  occasion. 

But  a new  source  of  uneasiness  is  started — The 
Boston  Journal  of  the  19th  says:  “Captain  Ingersoll, 
of  the  barque  Nautilus,  which  vessel  arrived  at  this 
port  last  night  from  Gibraltar,  says,  that  four  feluc- 
cas, under  Mexican  commissions,  were  known  to  be 
cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  one,  formerly  be- 
longing to  Gibraltar,  was  said  to  have  been  stopped 
by  the  French  authorities  while  fitting  out  at  or  near 
Oran,  on  the  coast  of  Barbary.  A river  to  the  south 
of  Mogadore,  on  the  Barbary  coast,  was  said  to  be 
the  place  where  they  carried  their  prizes.  One  of 
these  feluccas  was  said  to  be  cruising  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Straits.” 


NAVT  JOURNAL. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says  that  Capt.  Storer  is  to  have 
the  command  of  the  Brazilian  squadron. 

The  U.  H.  steamer  Alleghany,  Lieut  Hunter,  made  the 
trip  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  New  Orleans  at  the  rate 
of  13  miles  per  hour,  with  the  current  rating  three  miles 
per  hour.  Her  sailing  qualities  are  yet  untried.  New 
Orleans  papers  speak  in  high  terms  of  her  appearance 
and  performance  so  far.  The  Alleghany  is  of  1.160 
tons;  length  185  feet;  34  feet  beam;  20  feel  depth  of  hold; 
engine  400  horse  power;  mounts  now  4 sixty-four  poun- 
ders on  pivots,  each  weighing  10,200  pounds. 

Com.  Pendergast’s  testimony. 

17.  S Navy  Yard,  Memphis,  May  31, 1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that 
I have  this  day  witnessed  a most  satisfactory  trial  of  the 
steamer  Alleghany,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I think  her  speed  fully  equal  to  any  ocean  steamer 
I have  yet  met  with.  Whilst  under  way  to  day,  she  run 
up  the  Mississippi  against  a current  of  about  three  miles 
an  hour,  and  1 am  persuaded  must  have  attained  the 
speed  of  ten  knots  per  hour,  which  I believe  to  fully 
equal  that  of  nine  tenths  of  the  river  steamers. — 
Lieut.  Hunter  informs  me  that  notwithstanding  the  gra- 
tifying and  satisfactory  result  of  this  trial,  the  engines 
were  not  worked  tothe  full  power  which  they  are  capable 
of  being  worked,  having  had  only  fourteen  inches  of 
steam  instead  of  twenty.  It  is  therefore  but  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  her  present  extraordinary  speed  will  be 
still  further  increased  w hen  the  full  power  of  her  engine 
is  developed. 

In  making  the  above  statement,  I think  I am  free 
from  all  bias  or  partiality,  and  will  observe  that  my  con 
victions  have  been  forced  upon  me  after  having  formed 
an  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  first  trial  of  the  Allegha- 
ny. Her  performance  to-day,  however,  I confess  to  be 
a signal  triumph  of  Lieut.  Hunter’s  plan,  and  that  he 
has  now,  after  nine  year’s  anxious  exertions,  realized 
his  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  redeemed  to  the  fullest 
extent  all  his  promises.  I have  the  honor  to  be  very  re- 
spectfully, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  PEN DERG  AST,  commander. 
Hon.  John  Y.  Mason,  sec’t.  navy,  Washington. 

African  squadron. — Slave  trade. 

U.  S frigate  United  States, 
Monrovia,  March  28,  1847. 

Our  good  old  frigate  will  leave  in  a few  days  for  Si- 
non  and  Cape  Palmas,  and  then  return  to  Port  Praya 
in  all  the  month  of  May.  The  "Marion’’  and  the 
“Boxer”  are  on  a cruise  down  the  coast.  The  "Dol- 
phin” is  at  Sierra  Leone-  The  health  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  several  ships  of  the  squadron  has  been,  and 


continues  to  be,  moderately  good.  Our  cruizers  hav* 
been  constantly  and  actively  employed;  and  yet,  not* 
withstanding  the  energy  of  the  English,  and  the  watch* 
fulness  of  the  French,  the  slave  trade  flourishes,  and 
wherever  slaves  are  wanted,  there  they  will  be  carried; 
the  supply  will  be  equal  to  the  demand.  I regret  to  say, 
that  the  humane  coalition  of  the  three  great  powers  to 
put  down  the  slave  trade  has  signally  failed.  To  colo* 
nize  and  settle  the  coast  is  the  only  feastbie  and  availa- 
ble plan. 

Lieut.  Hunter.  The  Southern  Pafriof,  commenting 
on  Com.  Perry’s  reprimand,  says:  “The  latter  is  really 
a model  of  official  sermonizing.  One  would  be  inclin- 
ed to  think,  on  reading  it  that  Lieut.  Hunter  had  been 
guilty  of  treason,  cowardice,  or  military  imbecility  at 
least,  instead  of  an  act  of  gallantry,  which,  however 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  superiors,  was  certainly 
not  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  his  country.-— 
O’Meara  stales  in  his  “Voice  from  St.  Helena’’  that  Na- 
poleon found  great  fault  with  Wellington,  and  complain- 
ed that  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo  the  Iron  Duke  did  not 
beat  him  according  to  the  approved  principles  of  war. 
This,  or  something  like  it,  appears  to  be  the  amount  of 
the  charges  against  the  gallant  Hunter.  In  taking  the 
town  of  Alvarado,  he  did  not  go  to  work  .secundum 
artem.  and  he  is  dismissed  from  the  squadron  least  he 
should  take  any  more  places  in  the  same  irregular  and 
unscientific  method.’* 

Com.  Kearny  and  Com.  Perry.  The  Suffolk  county 
Democrat,  thus  contrasts  the  course  pursued  by  Com. 
Perry,  on  this  occasion,  with  that  of  Com.  Kearny,  on 
a somewhat  similar  occasion:  “The  trial  and  sentence 
of  Lieut.  Charles  G.  Hunter  brings  to  mind  a case  of 
disobedience  of  orders  very  similar,  and  will  be  inter- 
esting to  our  citizens  generally,  as  well  as  many  of  our 
young  and  gallant  officers  of  the  navy.  We  know  of 
no  case  mure  suitable  to  a juxta  position  than  the  fol- 
lowing. At  a time  when  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  in- 
fested with  pirates,  who  were  committing  the  most  hor- 
rid outrages  and  murder  against  the  commerce  and 
lives  of  citizens  of  all  nations,  Captain  (now  Commo- 
dore) Kearny,  with  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprise,  was  sent 
to  break  up  this  horde  of  pirates.  During  the  cruize,  ha 
discovered  a nest  of  pirates  off  Cape  Antonio  in  pos- 
session of  a ship  and  two  brigs,  the  ship  and  one  brig 
American,  the  other  English,  which  they  were  plun- 
dering in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  their  strong  holds,  a 
dangerous  reef  protecting  them  from  the  approach  of 
large  vessels,  and  a battery  on  shore  to  protect  them 
from  boats  or  small  vessels. 

“Com.  Kearny  immediately  ordered  the  brig’s  boats  to 
be  manned,  and  also  two  or  three  boats  belonging  to 
the  merchant  vessels.  This  command  he  gave  to  his 
gallant  second  officer.  Lieut.  James  McIntosh,  with  o^ 
ders  not  to  part  company  or  separate  the  boats.  With 
these  orders  Lieut.  McIntosh  left  the  vessel,  but  it  was 
not  long  before  he  found  that  in  obeying  orders  hs 
could  accomplish  nothing,  as  the  boats  of  the  merchant 
vessels  could  not  keep  up  with  him,  (being  dull  and 
heavy)  and  it  was  necessary  to  pull  ahead  as  fast  as 
possible,  to  cut  off  one  of  the  pirate  vessels,  which  wiu 
attempting  to  escape,  and  consequently  he  separated  his 
force,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  four  pirate  vessels 
and  setting  fire  and  blowing  up  a fifth,  besides  destroy- 
ing a large  amount  of  properly  on  shore,  with  their  in- 
habitants, striking  terror  to  a community  of  villains  that 
had  committed  sucli  vast  depredations  and  bloodshed. 

“This  gallant  act  was  not  accomplished  without  great 
hazard,  and  during  a tremendous  thunder  storm,  which 
lasted  one  hour,  the  rain  pouring  down  in  torrents  all 
the  lime.  . r • , j 

‘ On  returning  to  his  vessel  that  night,  fatigued  and 
without  provisions  for  his  crew,  what  was  the  reception 
he  met  with  from  the  brave  and  magnanimous  Kearny* 
Why,  in  admiration  of  his  gallant  and  meritorious  act, 
that  reflected  an  honor  on  the  service,  the  noble  Kearny 
received  him  as  a hero,  complimented  him  for  his  brave- 
ry and  success,  and  in  the  best  humor  toid  Lieut.  Mc- 
Intosh that  be  took  a great  responsibility  on  himself,  and 
said — “Come,  sir,  you  have  eaten  nothing  to-day,  I 
waited  dinner  for  you;  let  us  retire.” 

“In  the  cabin  be  drank  to  the  health  of  his  lieutenant, 
and  with  the  feelings  of  a generous  soul,  said, — “Sir, 
your  conduct  is  characteristic  of  the  noble  spirits  which 
compose  our  navy,  and  which  has  this  day  added  lustre 
to  our  arms,  and  done  an  incalculable  service  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  world.  I drink  to  the  offi- 
cer who  dared  to  lake  the  responsibility,  and  reiser  so- 
ciety such  essential  service.”  Long  will  Com.  Kearny 
with  Lieut.  McIntosh,  be  remembered  by  a grateful 
public.” 


FOREIGN. 


The  arrival  of  the  Cambria  and  a few  leading  items 
of  intelligence  by  her,  received  by  telegraph,  was 
included  in  our  last  postscript.  The  Cambria  made 
the  passage  in  I23  daps  from  Liverpool  to  Boston.— 
She  left  Liverpool  the  4th  inst.,  with  101  passengers, 
landed  14  at  Halifax,  took  in  12  there,  and  reached 
Boston  on  the  17th  with  99  passengers,  and  about 
$150,000  in  specie. 

CROPS  IN  EUROPE ACCOUNTS  ABBREVIATED. 

Sou/A  Tyrol,  May  7.  The  crops  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

Moravia,  May  9.  Every  appearance  of  a good 
harvest. 
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Btstarabia.  Wheat  languishes  for  want  of  rains ■ 
but  promises  well. 

Bohemia  May  6.  Long  rains  had  greatly  improved 
the  wheat,  and  the  fruit  trees. 

Siei/y,  April  27.  Appearance  of  grain  crop  very 
good,  though  the  vines  and  olives  had  suffered  by 
severe  weather. 

Tripoi,  May  6.  Barly  crop  poor — wheat  crop 
good. 

Galicia,  May  7.  Winter  sown  grain  looks  favora- 
ble. 

Verona  May  13.  Rye  crop  indifferent  but  wheat 
looks  well. 

fVallachia  anJ  Moldavia,  grain  crops  look  favora- 
ble. 

Odessa,  May  3.  Immence  quantity  of  grain  coming 
forward  to  market.  Rain  is  wanting  in  the  interior 
for  the  growing  crop. 

Greece,  May  10.  Fine  promise  of  grain  and  fruit. 

France,  June  2.  Accounts  from  all  the  provinces 
are  highly  satisfactory  and  promise  abundance. 

England.  An  early  as  well  as  an  abundant  harvest 
is  now  promised  by  all  appearances.  Fine  weather 
has  improved  them  astonishingly. 

Ireland.  Crops  never  looked  belter  at  this  time 
of  year.  Some  alarm  is  felt  for  the  potatoe  crop 
however. 

Egypt  April  57.  New  wheat  now  expected  at 
market.  The  crop  equal  to  that  of  last  year,  which 
was  luxuriant. 

Heavy  Failure.  Roberts,  Freeman  & co.,  Man- 
chester, have  failed  for  about  ^£50,000. 

Disease.  In  some  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
north  of  England,  Ijphus  fever  rages  with  increased 
virulence.  In  Liverpool,  Leeds,  and  other  places  sev- 
eral of  the  Catholic  clergy  have  fallen  victims  to  their 
ministerial  duties — caught  the  fever,  and  died.  The 
present  hot  weather,  so  favorable  for  ripening  the 
earth’s  fruits,  is  unfortunately  extending  this  dire 
disease,  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  ere  its  destructive 
effects  have  disappeared,  more  valuable  lives  will  be 
sacrificed. 

Ireland.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon  has  sworn  in,  and 
now  officiates  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

The  sorrow  manifested  throughout  the  country  for 
the  deaih  of  O’Connell  is  deep  and  universal. 

The  harvest  prospects  throughout  Ireland  are  most 
promising;  but  it  is  staled  that  the  fatal  blight  in  the 
present  potatoe  crop  has  again  made  its  appearance, 
and  more  than  a month  earlier  than  its  ravages  com- 
menced last  year. 

In  Ireland,  death  is  stiil  making  terrible  ravages  in 
different  parts.  In  the  south  more  especially.  The 
lervices  of  the  clergy,  Protestant  as  well  as  Cath- 
olic, are  in  hourly  requisition  to  sustain  the  sinking 
people,  and  transmit  their  souls  to  heaven  with  all 
the  comfort  which  religion  imparts  to  expiring  hu- 
manity. 

The  death  of  Mr.  O'Connell,  who  had  labored  so 
long  fur  Ireland,  although  expected,  created  a strong 
sensation  in  Great  Britain.  He  died  at  Genoa  on 
the  15th  of  May,  at  the  advanced  age  of  72  years. — 
A letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miley,  his  chaplain,  announcing 
the  melancholy  event,  is  as  follows: 

“Genoa,  May  17,  1847. — Alas!  my  dear  friend 
O’Connell  is  dead!  I am  so  completely  overwhelmed 
with  the  blow  that  1 am  almost  incapable  of  writing. 
His  death  was  serene  and  happy,  for  it  was  sanctifi- 
ed by  the  sacraments,  and  alleviated  by  the  consola- 
tion, which  our  divine  religion  lavishes  with  so  much 
mercy  on  its  children.  He  replied  at  first  in  word, 
and  afterwards  with  look  and  gesture  to  the  exhor- 
tations which  I addressed  to  him  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment. He  rendered  up  the  last  sight  with  the  calm- 
ness of  an  infant  who  falls  off  to  sleep,  on  Saturday  at 
twenty-five  minutes  to  ten  at  night.  He  requested 
that  his  heart — thatheart  which  always  beat  for  the 
cause  of  religion  and  liberty — should  be  taken  to 
Rome.  We  have  bad  that  noble  heart  embalmed, 
and  have  enclosed  it  in  a silver  urn;  the  body,  which 
has  also  been  embalmed,  will  remain  here  in  a chapel 
until  our  return  from  our  pilgrimage  to  Rome  with 
his  heart,  and  then  it  will  be  transported  to  his  na- 
tive mountains,  to  remain  there  to  the  day  of  resur- 
rection. The  heart  of  O’Connell  at  Rome,  his  body 
in  Ireland,  and  his  soul  in  heaven — is  not  that  what 
the  justice  of  man  and  the  mercy  of  God  demands! 

The  late  Dr.  Chalmers. — The  European  Times,  in 
announcing  his  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers, 
■ays: 

“He  expired  as  calmly,  in  Scotland,  the  other  day, 
as  the  babe  at  its  mother’s  breast — as  placid,  resign- 
ed, contentedly.  No  previous  intimation  showed 
that  he  was  heir  to  nature’s  infirmity;  the  hand  of 
disease  was  not  upon  him.  The  brilliant  intellect 
was  to  have  shed  its  light  next  day  on  the  general 
assembly.  He  was  a great  man — great  in  his  pow- 
er, in  his  mental  supremacy,  in  his  moral  gran- 
deur. Foremost  amongst  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
and  best  educated  nations  in  the  world,  Dr.  Chal- 


I mers  was  his  country’s  idol — her  favorite  son.  Peace 
to  his  memory!  He  broke  through  the  fetters  of 
self  interest  in  establishing  the  Free  Church,  and 
preferred  the  dictates  of  conscience,  the  sense  of 
nranly  independence,  to  the  smiles  of  power  or  the 
blandishments  of  a throne.  In  his  life  he  was  re- 
vered— in  his  death  he  is  deeply,  sincerely,  aTec- 
tionately  mourned.” 

Edinburg  Monday,  May  31,  1 p.  m. — The  deepest 
consternation  was  spread  over  the  city  of  Edinburg 
this  morning  by  the  unexpected  announcement  that 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers,  the  venerable  father  and  lea- 
der ofthe  Free  Church  of  Scotland  had  been  discover- 
ed dead  in  his  bed.  On  prosecuting  our  inquiries  we 
ascertained  the  melancholy  intelligence  was  but  too 
true;  that  the  Rev.  doctor,  who  atlended  church 
yesterday,  and  had  retired  to  bed  last  night  in  his 
house  at  Morningside,  near  Edinburg,  apparently 
in  good  health,  was  discovered  by  his  servant  at  an 
early  hour  this  morning  sitting  up  in  bed — dead. — 
The  legs  of  the  body  were  crossed  over  each  other, 
by  one  of  them  being  drawn  upwards  to  the  knee  of 
the  other,  and  betwixt  them  a basin  was  firmly  re- 
tained, which  it  is  supposed  the  aged  divine  must 
have  taken  into  bed  on  experiencing  the  first  access 
of  the  fatal  attack,  from  feeling  a disposition  to  vom- 
it, such  as  might  be  created  by  any  sudden  apoplectic 
stroke,  or  even  by  spasm.  The  body  was  quite  cold 
when  discovered  by  the  servant — Dr.  Chalmers  had 
been  dead  for  some  lime. 

Thus  died  one  who  has  justly  been  extilled  as  the 
most  distinguished  and  ablest  of  Scottish  divines.— 
Dr.  Chalmers  held  both  the  D.  D.  and  LL.  D.;  and 
was  the  first  Presbyterian  minister  who  obtained  an 
honorary  degree  from  the  University  of  Cambridge; 
and  one  ofthe  few  Scotchmen  who  have  been  elected 
corresponding  member  of  the  Institute  of  France. — 
His  collected  works  fill  twenty  fivo  duo-decinio  vol- 
umes. 

The  reverend  doctor  has  left  behind  him  a widow 
to  lament  his  loss,  and  a family  of,  we  believe,  six 
daughters,  two  of  whom  are  married,  the  one  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M.  Menzie,  of  Ratho,  the  other  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hanna,  of  Skirkling,  editor  of  the  North  British 
Review,  and  four  unmarried.  Dr.  Chalmers  was  a 
native  of  Anstruther,  Fife;  and  it  is  slated  that  ho 
was  born  about  the  year  1780,  and  was  consequently 
in  his  67th  year.  He  studied  at  St.  Andrew’s,  and 
officiated  as  a clergyman  successively,  at  Wilton, 
near  Hawick,  Kilmany,  and  St.  John's  Glasgow, 
prior  to  his  translation  to  St.  Andrew’s  in  1823  as 
professor  of  moral  philosophy  in  the  United  College. 
ln‘1828  he  was  appointed  professor  of  divinity  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  but  relinquished  the  ap- 
pointment in  1843,  on  his  secession  from  the  estab- 
lished church.  He  terminated  his  career  as  princi- 
pal of  the  New  College  of  Edinburgh,  instituted  in 
1843  by  the  free  church  of  Scotland. 

His  reputation  was  European;  he  was  universally 
beloved  as  well  as  admired,  and  will  be  followed  to 
the  grave  by  the  tears  of  his  country  and  the  world. 

[British  Mail. 

Pirates  in  the  Mediterranean.  Several  piiatical 
vessels  are  reported  to  have  made  their  appearance 
in  the  Archipelago,  and  on  the  coast  of  Greece; — 
and  the  British  authorities  at  the  Ionian  islands  have 
consequently  ordered  two  gun  boats  to  be  fitted  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  English  traders  from  their 
depredations. 

Canal  through  the  Isthmus  of  Suez.  This  stupendous 
undertaking  is  at  last  delermned  upon.  I.  Egypt  is 
made  a neutral  State;  her  independence  and  neutral- 
ity are  guarantied  by  the  Porte,  France,  England  and 
Austria.  2.  Prussia,  Russia,  North  America,  and 
powers  of  the  second  rank,  are  invited  to  recognize 
this  neutrality.  3.  England  is  to  buy  the  necessary 
land  at  Suez,  and  the  canal  itself  is  to  be  cut  by 
France  and  England  together. 

The  British  Army.  The  following  table,  from  the 
Adjutant  General’s  office,  exhibits  the  effective 
strength  of  the  British  Army,  and  its  increase  from 


year  to  year: — 

Years. 

Corporals  and 

Trumpeters 

Rank  and 

Sergeatils. 

and  Drummers. 

Fite. 

1834 

5,675 

1,709 

90,831 

1835 

5,722 

1.794 

87,378 

1836 

5,730 

1,794 

86,523 

1837 

5,731 

1,811 

86,599 

1838 

5,779 

1,814 

89,314 

1839 

5,876 

1,814 

95,460 

1840 

6,217 

1,840 

104,597 

1841 

6,308 

1,864 

108,194 

1842 

6,530 

1,950 

111,381 

1843 

6,760 

2,064 

111,134 

Crime  and  distress.  The  connection  between  want 
and  crime  is  natural.  Never  has  this  been  more 
strikingly  illustrated  than  in  Great  Britain  during 
the  last  ten  years.  The  period  from  1836,  to  1842, 
in  that  country,  was  oue  of  general  distress,  resulting  | 


from  bad  harvests  and  a depression  in  trade.  The 
following  table  shows  the  rapid  increase  of  crime  in 
the  same  period: 


committed  for  trul. 


Years. 

.Male. 

Females. 

Total. 

1836 

17,248 

3,736 

20,384 

1837 

19,407 

4,205 

23.612 

1838 

18.905 

4,189 

23,612 

1839 

19,831 

4 612 

24,443 

1840 

21,975 

5,212 

27,187 

1841 

22.560 

5,200 

27,760 

1842 

27,740 

5,569 

31,309 

The  harvest  of  1812  was  favor.ahle,  prosperity 
again  dawned,  and,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
''.rime  began  to  diminish,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing table: 

COMMITTED  FOR  TRIAL. 


Years. 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 


Males. 

25.740 

24.261 

21,549 

19.341 


Fnnates. 
2.569 
5 340 
4.993 
4,96-2 


Total. 

31,309 

29,591 

26,542 

24,303 


The  decrease  of  crime  during  this  period  of  pros- 
perity has  been  as  rapid  as  its  increase  was  during 
the  seven  years  of  general  distress. 

Statistics  of  life  and  death.  The  number  of  deaths 
which  occurred  for  the  three  months  ending  with 
1846,  in  the  city  of  London,  and  forty  four  other 
cities  and  town  in  England,  as  returned  by  the  Regis- 
ter General,  amount  to  43,864,  being  an  increase  of 
43j  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  three  months  of 
1845,  when  the  number  was  30,583  The  increase 
was  less  in  London  than  in  any  of  the  other  towns  or 
cities,  even  including  such  cities  as  York,  Exeter, 
Carlisle,  Winchester  &c.  Yet  with  this  fearful  in- 
creasing mortality,  the  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  increasing  at  the  rale  of  800  per  day! — 
The  daily  births  exceed  the  daily  deaths  by  1,056, 
and  the  surplus  of  256  is  supposed  to  be  the  average 
number  of  emigrants. 

Emigration.  The  emigration  from  PVigland  and 
Scotland  and  Ireland  from  1831  to  1841,  was  about 
27,000  annually. 

Great  Britai-n. — A moral  picture  of  London.— 


There  are  30,000  common  thieves  in  London; — 
10,000  children  learning  crime;  3,000  houses  of  sto- 
len goods,  and  about  10,000  common  gamblers. 


The  “Weekly  Despatch,”  an  infidel  paper,  has  a 
circulation  of  150,000  copies  a week  in  the  city! 

The  population  of  London,  now,  is  about  2,250,000 
souls! 

There  are  100,000  people  in  the  metropolis  alone 
unprovided  with  means  of  religious  worship. 

There  about  108,000  female  servants  in  London. 
Of  this  number,  from  14,000  to  16,000  are  daily 
changing  places. 

Upwards  of  50,000  persons  are  now  inmates  ofthe 
London  workhouses;  60,000  are  receiving  out  door 
relief,  and  from  1,000  to  2,000  nightly  shelter  them- 
selves in  the  refuges  of  the  liouseless.  In  addition  to 
this  number,  there  are  thousands  who  live  by  beg- 
ging, and  thousands  more  who  live  by  criminal  prac- 
tices. 


France.  A Paris  letter  in  the  Boston  Atlas,  say» 
“Bread  is  selling  at  seven  cents  a pound,  for  the 
price  of  wheat  and  flour  is  kept  up  by  the  large  bank- 
ing houses,  who  have  ordered  large  supplies  from 
the  Baltic  and  the  United  Stales.  These  disposed 
of,  prices  must  fall,  tor  the  standing  crops  promise 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  weather  is  unusually 
warm;  vines  are  so  forward  that  the  cultivators  have 
already  plucked  off  the  tendrils,  an  operation  not 
usually  performed  before  the  middle  of  June,  and 
we  have  green  peas,  beans,  cherries  and  strawber- 
ries.” 

M.  d'Aligre.  This  morning’s  Rapporteur  gives  the 
will  of  the  wealthy  M.  d’Aligre,  recently  deceased, 
who  cut  off  his  only  daughter  with  the  smallest  sum 
the  law  permitted — she  will  only  have  $80,000  in- 
come. He  lias  distributed  the  rest  of  Ins  gigantic 
fortune  in  a most  singular  manner,  among  some  two 
hundred  persons  of  all  ranks  and  characters.  The 
knobs  of  a valuable  pair  of  diamond  earrings,  for 
example,  are  bequeathed  to  a Hospital,  and  the  drops, 
worth  $4,000,  to  Mile.  Falcon,  the  opera  singer, 
“for  the  pleasure,”  says  the  will,  “1  had  in  hearing 
her  sing  once.”  The  annual  income  of  the  properly, 
including  71  houses  at  Paris,  was  $530,000  yet  M. 
d’Aligre  was  so  parsimonious  that  seeing  his  servant 
one  day  with  a smart  looking  hat,  he  reprimanded 
him  for  bis  extravagance.  “But  it  is  the  old  hatyou 
gave  me;  1 had  it  ironod  over  for  a franc.’’  “Ah!” 
said  M.  d’Aligre,  “but  1 did  not  know  it  could  be 
restored — here  is  the  franc  you  paid — 1 will  take  the 
hat,”  and  he  transferred  the  renovated  beaver  to  his 
own  head. 

France. — Slalislics.  The  total  number  of  officials 
connected  with  the  French  government  is  831,977. 
The  total  amount  of  salaries,  pensions,  &c.  paid  by 
that  goverumcnl  annually  is  397,331,000  francs. 
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Paris.  Returns  recently  siibmitterl  by  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  show,  that  of  the  entire  population 
the  Paris  one  tenth  is  paupers,  and  that  (loo  fifths  of 
the  inhabitants  hare  availed  themselves  of  the  gov- 
ernment grant,  to  all  who  should  claim  it,  of  bread 
at  reduced  prices. 

Emigrants  from  Sweden.  About  four  hundred  em- 
igrants from  Sweden,  arrived  at  Chicago,  a few 
days  ago,  on  their  way  to  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
whither  five  hundred  of  their  countrymen  had  prece 
ded  them  by  a year.  Their  property  is  all  held, 
says  the  Chicago  Democrat,  in  common,  although 
some  are  wealthy  and  others  destitute — some  have 
little  or  no  money,  and  others  $8,000  or  $10,000. — 
This  community,  embracing  about  eleven  hundred 
persons,  have  purchased  almost  the  whole  of  Henry 
county,  containing  some  of  the  finest  lands  in  the 
west.  They  are  manufacturers  of  an  excellent  qual- 
ity of  linen,  and  have  brought  with  them  a large 
quantity  of  flaxseed,  with  which  to  experiment  on 
the  Illinois  soil.  In  their  religion,  these  people 
approach  the  Lutheran  denomination,  although  non 
conformists  in  regard  to  that  church.  They  reject 
all  prescribed  forms  and  ceremonies  in  their  worship 
and  claim  no  guide  but  the  bible — no  spiritual  au- 
thority other  than  God’s. 

Portugal. — Intervention  of  the  four  powers.  A con- 
vention signed  by  Palmerston  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  by  the  minister  of  France  and  Spain,  is, 
officially  published.  The  following  is  the  concluding 
clause: 

“Having  regard  to  these  circumstances,  and  pur- 
suaded  of  the  urgency  of  the  crisis,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  four  powers  have  agreed  that  the  assis- 
tance promised  to  the  Queen  of  Portugal  shall  be 
afforded  immediately:  and  after  that  determination 
the  plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  of  France,  and  of 
Great  Britain  engage  that  the  naval  forces  of  their 
respective  governments  at  present  stationed  on  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  shall  take  part  conjointly  and 
instantly  with  the  naval  forces  of  her  most  faithful 
majesty  in  every  operation  deemed  necessary  or 
opportune  by  the  commanders  of  the  combined  forces 
to  attain  the  object  of  this  common  act — and  the 
Spanish  plenipotentiary  engages,  moreover,  that  a 
body  of  troops,  of  which  the  number  shall  be  fixed 
between  the  governments  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
shall  penetrate  into  Portugal,  in  order  to  co  operate 
with  the  troops  of  her  most  faithful  majesty,  and 
that  those-troops  shall  evacuate  the  territory  within 
a period  of  two  months  after  their  entrance;  or  as 
soon  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  shall  have  been 
accomplished.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four 
powers  promise  that  orders  conformable  to  the 
engagements  of  this  protocol  shall  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  naval  officers  of  the  respective 
governments,  and  to  the  general  officers  commanding 
the  Spanish  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain. 

XAVIER  de  ISTURIZ. 

JARNAC. 

PALMERSTON. 

TORRE  MONCORVO.” 

STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

EDUCATION  IN  THE  NORTHWEST. 

A constitution  for  a Northwestern  Educational  socie- 
ty, to  embrace,  in  i'a  operations,  the  slates  of  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinoie,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  and 
iuch  other  states  as  might  hereafter  wish  to  unite  with 
the  society,  was  adopted  at  a convention  held  larely  in 
Chicago.  The  declared  object  is  “the  diffusion  of  in- 
telligence and  virtue,  by  advancing  the  interests  of  edu- 
cation, but  more  especially  by  promoting  the  cause  of 

{)ublic  or  common  schools,  as  primary  ins'itutions  of 
earning.”  The  president,  vice  president,  recording  and 
corresponding  secretaries,  and  treasurer,  constitute  an 
executive  committee  to  reside  at  Chicago,  and  supervise 
the  concerns  of  the  society.  Vice  presidents,  &c.,  arc 
appointed  in  each  state,  within  the  association.  The 
first  annual  meeting  of  this  society  is  to  be  held  at  .Mil- 
waukie,  in  July,  1847.  Efforts  are  making  to  form  a 
society  in  Ohio,  auxiliary  to  this.  The  following  are 
the  officers  of  the  society— 

Officert— Executive  board,  dfc — President,  William  B. 
Ogden;  Vice  Piesident,  J.  V.  Scammon,  esq.;  Rec. 
Secretary,  George  W.  Meeker;  Cor.  Secretary,  John  S. 
Wright;  Treasurer,  Wm.  Jones.  [These,  as  the  execu- 
tive board,  reside  permanently  in  Chicago.} 

For  central  or  southern  Ilhnois. — Vice  Presidents,  A. 
W.  Cummings,  Lebanon,  and  J.  A.  Sturdevant,  Jac.i-^ 
aonville;  Cor.  Secretary,  Thomas  Springer,  Springfield. 

OAio.— -Vice  Presidents,  John  McLean,  Cincinnati, 
Wm.  Slade,  do.;  Cor.  Secretary,  Calvin  E.  Stow,  do. 

Michigan.— Vice  Presidents,  D.  D.  Whedon,  Ann 
Arbor,  and  J.  A.  B.  Stone,  Kalamazoo;  Cor.  Secretary, 
Ira  Mahew,  Monroe. 

Indiana  — Viet  Vresidents,  O.  A.  Barker,  Michigan 
city,  and  Andrew  Wiley,  D.  D.,  president  of  Wabash 
coflese;  Cor.  Secretary,  F.  P.  Gumming?,  Laporte. 

WTjconjin.— Vice  Presidents,  Thos.  Wright,  Racine, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Deming,  Southport;  Cor.  Secretary,  Chas! 
King,  MUwaukie. 


Jotea.— Vice  Presidents,  Rev.s.  Z.  C.  Holbrook,  Du- 
buque. and  Asa  Turner,  Denmark;  Cor.  Secretary, 
Ephraim  Adams.  Davenport. 

New  York  —Vice  Presidents,  S.  Towns,  esq.,  Aurora, 
and  Prof.  Wm.  F.  Phelps,  Albany;  Cor.  Secretary,  Oli- 
ver B.  Pierce,  esq.,  Rome. 

Rhode  Island. — Vice  Presidents,  Francis  Wayland, 
Providence,  and  Nathan  Bishop,  do.;  Cor.  Secretary 
Henry  Baynard,  do. 

Maine. — Patent  medicine  law. — A late  law  in  the 
state  of  Maine  requires  that  the  composition,  and 
the  proportion  of  each  article  of  the  composition,  of 
every  patent  medicine  offered  for  sale,  shall  be  print- 
ed on  a label  and  pasted  on  the  bottle,  package,  &c. 
— containing  it,  under  penalties  that  would  make  a 
common  pedlar  wince.  It  is  well  known,  however, 
that  a law  was  never  enacted  which  a Yankee  could 
not  evade.  This  was  true  in  regard  to  the  nine-pin 
law — a tenth  pin  was  added,  and  thus  the  statute  be- 
came inoperale.  A daring  fellow  who  has  a patent 
medicine  much  in  demand  by  the  down  east  people, 
called  at  the  Chinese  museum,  in  this  city,  lately, 
and  for  two  dollars  had  the  composition,  proportions, 
&c.,  of  each  article  in  the  compound  translated,  by 
Mr.  Chalung,  into  Chinese,  and  in  that  language  the 
required  labels  are  printed.  He  thus  complies  with 
the  letter  of  the  act — because  the  law  does  not  define 
the  language  of  the  labels.  By  the  time  the  legisla- 
ture is  again  in  session  he  will  have  supplied  the 
market,  and  will,  at  his  leisere,  laugh  at  the  combin- 
ed wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

[ Boston  Med.  Journal. 

New  Hampshire. — Statistics. — The  Concord  (N. 
H.)  Patriot  gives  the  following  as  the  condition  of 
the’state  treasury: 

Receipts  of  the  year  $132,942  46 

Expenditures  118,381  95 


Leaving  a balance  1st  June,  of 
Indebtedness  of  the  state 


$14,560  51 
10,350  50 


Balance  in  favor  of  treasury  $4,210  01 

Banks. — The  nineteen  banks  of  the  state  bad,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  a capital  of  $1,738,500;  specie, 
$141,794  95;  circulation  $1,508,129. 

Vermont. — Official — License  vote. — The  secretary 
of  state  has  made  official  proclamation,  “that  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state,  approved  Nov.  3,  1846,  entitled,  ‘An  act  in 
relation  to  inn  keepers  and  retailers,’  I have  this 
day  canvassed  the  votes  of  the  freemen  cast  in  pur- 
snance  of  said  act,  and  that  the  result  is  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

I'or  no  license,  21,798 

For  license,  13,707 

— and  that  the  majority  of  votes  of  the  freemen  in 

favor  of  no  license,  is  8,091;  of  which  all  persons 

will  take  due  notice  and  govern  themselves  accord- 

ingly.” 

New  York. — The  militia  of  the  Empire  state  is 
thus  reported  by  its  adjutant  general: 

General  staff,  II 

Cavalry,  4,682 

Artillery,  9,253 

Infantry,  145  092 

Rifle,  4381 

Artillery,  &c.,  attached  to  infantry,  2,129 


the  purpose  of  obtaining  a sufficient  amount  to  es" 
tablish  a factory,  and  we  learn  that  the  required  sum 
has  been  nearly  all  subscribed.  The  shares  are  tak- 
en in  small  parcels,  aud  consequently  a large  number 
of  our  citizens  will  be  interested.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  the  erection  of  this  manufactory  will  be  but  the 
precursor  of  many.  [Charleston  Cour. 

Munificent  bequest. — The  late  Mr.  George  Hollo- 
way, of  Abbeville  district,  has  bequeathed  to  the 
trustees  of  Cokesbury  school,  under  the  direction  of 
the  state  conference,  and  to  become  available  upon 
the  demise  of  his  widow,  an  estate  which  will  ex- 
ceed in  value  $20.0U0.  The  object  of  this  munifi- 
cent donation  is  to  educate  and  board  the  sons  of  de- 
ceased travelling  preachers  of  the  conference  who 
are  in  necessitous  circumstances. 

[Mbeville  Banner. 

Georgia. — Manufactures. — A company  is  to  be 
established  in  Augusta,  for  manufacturing  cotton 
yarn  exclusively,  with  a capital  of  $30,000,  in  shares 
of  $500  each.  'The  stock  is  nearly  all  subscribed, 
and  by  business  men. 

Alabama. — Manufactures. — From  the  Tuscaloosa 
Monitor,  we  learn  that  there  are  eighteen  cotton 
factories  in  the  slate.  It  is  thought  that  there  is  a 
capital  of  a million  and  a half  invested  in  these  fac- 
tories and  that  they  pay  a dividend  of  from  18  to  24 
per  cent,  on  this  capital.  There  are,  besides,  some 
other  simitar  works  in  course  of  erection. 

Louisiana. — New  Orleans  Library. — Abijah  Fisk, 
esq.,  who  died  some  time  since  in  New  Orleans,  be- 
queathed to  that  city  a large  sum  of  money  for  the 
erection  of  a building  whenever  a suitable  collection 
of  books  should  be  procured.  This  collection  has 
been  obtained  sooner,  perhaps,  than  the  liberal  do- 
nor anticipated  when  he  made  the  bequest.  A few 
weeks  ago  Benjamin  Franklin  French,  esq.,  of  New 
Orleans,  who  had  a splendid  library  of  7,000  vol- 
umes of  well  selected  and  costly  works,  mostly  pur- 
chased in  Europe,  sold  the  entire  collection  to  Alva- 
rez Fisk,  esq.,  at  less  than  ha[f  its  cost,  on  condition 
that  it  should  be  given  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
as  the  basis  and  nucleus  of  a free  public  library. — 
The  purchaser  is  the  brother  of  Abijah  Fisk,  de- 
ceased, who  made  the  bequest  referred  to  above,  aud 
Mr.  French,  the  owner  of  the  books,  is  spoken  of  in 
the  New  Orleans  papers  as  the  father  of  the  public 
school  system  in  that  city.  [Balt.  American, 

Census  of  New  Orleans. — A census  of  N.  Orleans 
has  just  been  taken,  which  foots  up  the  following 
aggregates: 

Voters.  Entire  population. 
First  Municipality  2,685  .32,122 

Second  “ 5,069  42  919 

Third  “ 1.930  17,358 


165,648 

Pennsylvania. — Militia. — The  adjutant  general  of 
the  state  has  made  a report  to  the  governor  which 
shows  that  the  number  of  militia  companies  is  1 530, 
the  number  of  militia  men  in  the  state  is  239,273. — 
The  number  of  volunteer  companies,  639,  as  follows: 
cavalry,  4,738;  artillery,  4,236;  infantry,  13,158;  ri- 
flemen, 10,899;  aggregate  of  divisions,  273.665.  In 
Philadelphia  ceunty  the  aggregate  militia  and  volun- 
teers is  51,173.  The  state  arsenals  are  in  good  con- 
dition. 

^ cavern. — An  object  of  great  cuiiosity  has  been 
discovered  near  Philadelphia,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Port  Kennedy.  It  consists  of  a remarkable  cavern 
in  a limestone  quarry.  It  is  160  feet  in  length  and 
60  feet  wide,  and  20  to  40  feet  deep.  The  interior 
shows  some  beautiful  specimens  of  nature’s  architec- 
tural power.  There  are  arches,  piers,  and  cornices, 
exhibiting  almost  the  same  regularity  of  workman- 
ship as  though  executed  by  the  hands  of  man  after 
the  strictest  rules  ol  art. 

South  Carolina. — Manufacturing. — The  project 
of  establishing  a manufacturing  company  in  Charles- 
ton, long  since  entertained,  is,  as  we  are  informed, 
about  to  be  carried  into  effect.  A number  of  public 
spirited  gentlemen  have  set  a subscription  afloat  for 


Total  9,684  92,399 

The  number  of  the  slave  population  of  the  third 
municipality  is  not  included  in  the  returns  of  the 
commissioners;  but  allow  three  thousand  to  be  their 
number,  and  even  then  the  population  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  would  not  reach  ninety  six  thousand.— • 
The  Delta  says  that ‘there  must  be  something  wrung 
about  the  returns,  for  the  census  of  1840  was  over 
100,000,  and  surely  in  nearly  seven  years  we  have 
increased  rather  than  decreased  in  numbers.  Still, 
we  have  the  old  axiom  that  “figures  never  lie,”  to 
fall  back  upon,  and  until  that  truism  is  found  to  be 
false,  or  the  commissioners  are  proved  to  have  been 
negligent  in  their  duty,  we  must  abide  by  ‘.he  result 
as  given  in  the  above.’ 

Commerce  of  N.  Orleans. — 3'he  amount  of  exports 
from  N.  Orleans  for  1845,  was — 

Coastwise,  $19,149,741  84 

To  foreign  ports,  28,211,569  00 

=$47,361,310  84 

In  ’46 — coastwise  $24,790,825  08 
To  foreign  ports  32,708,582  00 

=$57,499,406  08 

Showing  an  increase  in  1846  of  $10,138,096  24 

Ohio. — Muskingum  county  wheat  crop. — The  asses- 
sors of  Muskingum  county,  having  been  requested  to 
make  inquiries  of  the  farmers  as  to  the  quantities  of 
wheat  grown  in  that  county,  have  made  returns  from 
18  townships,  the  list  of  which  is  published  in  the 
Zanesville  Courier.  The  aggregate  product  of  these 
townships,  last  year,  in  wheal,  was  651,363  bushels. 

Seven  townships  were  not  returned.  Estimating 

these  in  proportion  to  the  other  18,  the  Courier  saye 
the  whole  crop  of  Muskingum  county  would  be  about 
840,000  bushels.  Seven  of  the  townships  pioduced 
upwards  of  30,000  bushels  each,  fouf  near  50,000 
bbis.  each,  and  one  (Newton)  70,800  bushels. 
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Ships  and  Ship  Building — T»*  Bluslois  Courief 
has  a notice  of  a sermon  delirered  at  Meiffordi,  Mast. 
on  thanksgiving  day,  in  which  the  following  stale* 
Hients  are  made: 

The  author  says  that  ‘Noah,  a preacher  of  right- 
ousness,  was  the  first  ship-builder.  God  suggested 
to  him  the  idea  of  the  ark,  gave  him  its  model,  and 
prescribed  its  dimensions,  materials,  decks  and 
freights.’  He  goes  at  length  into  a history  of  the 
building  of  this  gigantic  vessel,  and  shows  that  even 
larger  ships  were  built  more  than  two  hundred  years 
before  the  Christian  era. 

He  then  traces  the  history  of  ship,  building  through 
diSerent  ages  down  to  our  own  times.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  British  navy  was  laid  in  the  early  part  of 
the  sisteenth  century,  by  Henry  the  eighth,  and  he 
was  followed  in  the  next  century  by  L<ouis  the  four- 
teenth, who  had  become  jealous  of  the  naval  power 
of  England. 

The  first  vessel  built  in  the  Massachusetts  colony 
was  a bark  of  only  thirty  tons,  and  the  second  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred  tons.  After  the  revolution 
the  business  of  ship  building  was  revived  in  Medford; 
and  up  to  the  present  year  382  vessels  have  been 
built,  with  an  aggregate  burthen  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty- three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  five 
tons,  and  valued  at  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars. — 
The  greatest  number  built  at  any  one  yard  is  H9; 
by  any  one  builder,  84,  and  in  any  single  year  30 — 
which  was  in  1845;  the  sliortest  lime  taken  to  build 
any  one  vessel  in  Medford,  was  twenty-six  days; this 
was  the  Avon  of  480  tons,  which  was  built  for  a 
privateer  during  the  war  of  18f2.  In  1845,  one 
quarter  of  the  ship  builders  in  the  stale  were  em- 
ployed in  Medford,  who  built  one-third  of  the  ton- 
nage and  one  half  in  value  of  all  that  was  built  in  the 
■tile. 

In  1847  the  Falcon  wag  built,  and  it  wai  the  first 
vessel  ever  built  in  Medford  on  temperance  princi- 
ples, not  a drop  of  rum  was  used  by  the  builders,  nor 
was  any  used  at  the  christening,  although  previous 
to  that  time  it  was  impossible  to  construct  or  launch 
a vessel  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirits;  she  was 
from  the  yard  of  T.  Maghun,  and  belonged  to  W. 
Lewis  and  the  builder.  7’he  first  vessel  built  in  1303 
was  the  brig  Mount  Etna  of  187  72  95  tons,  and  cost 
about  $8,600.  The  brigs  Rambler  of  318  tons  and 
Reindeer  of  382  tons,  were  built  in  1812  14,  for  pri- 
vateers, each  in  36  days. 

The  largest  ship  ever  built  at  Medford  wit  the 
Sunbeam  uf  860  tons,  by  P.  Curtis,  for  A.  Hemin- 
way. Henry  Oxford  of  this  city  bad  15  vessels  built 
for  him,  Benjamin  Rich  12,  N.  Goddard  10,  Joseph 
Lee  10,  Joshua  Blake  8,  Fairfield,  Lincoln  k Co.  6, 
£.  Train  St  Co.  4,  and  other  merchants  from  one  to 
four  and  five  each.  Of  the  whole  number  382,  built 
in  Medford,  212  were  ships,  30  were  barks,  91  were 
brigs,  and  4 were  steamboats;  the  rest  were  princi- 
pally schooners. 

Carrier  Pioeons. — “A  bird  of  the  air  shall  carry 
the  voice,  and  that  which  hath  wings  shall  tell  the 
matter,”  is  written  in  Eccleiiasla.  Whether  in  re- 
ference to  the  employment  then  of  carrier  pigeons 
we  are  left  to  conjecture.  Certain  it  is,  they  were 
•mployed  in  the  east  many  centuries  ago.  The  Ma- 
homedan  caliphs  had  a regular  post  system,  in  which 
pigeons  were  the  messengers.  Separated  lovers, 
lor  many  ages,  have  frequently  resorted  to  these 
appropriate  agents  to  tell  how  truly  they  continue  to 
love.  Without  doubt  the  idea  originated  in  the  con- 
.Irivance  of  lovers,  which  exoeedelh  all  other  inge- 
nuity, and  such  are  entitled  to  3 patent  right  forever 
-and  ever,  in  so  appropriate  an  intercourse.  But 
their  riahts  like  ail  others,  have  be«.'.n  invaded. — 
Generals  have  often  used  pigeons  to  send  de.natches. 
Recently  speculators  have  patronized  them  to  a piP- 
litabJe  extent.  The  first  account  we  have  seen  iden- 
tifying ine  iiaining  of  them  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
4ic,  we  lound  last  week  id  the  Naiiluckel  Inquirer. 
Asa  G.  Banner,  of  that  isolated  place,  has  for  two 
jears  past,  been  amusing  himself  in  training  some  of 
ittose  winged  newsbearers,  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
a line  of  communication  between  that  island  and 
ithe  continent.  Without  discovering  bis  project  to 
jny  <Wie,  he  had  succeeded  in  iraioi.ig  them  to  fly 
Jjome  £rom  any  part  of  the  island.  By  the  aid  ol  ibe 
-capuiB  A)f  the  steam  boat,  he  then  extended  their 
flight,  .until  one  of  them  by  being  let  off  at  Cape  Page, 
seme  dweaty  miles  from  the  island,  arrived  me 
firsi.Uine  loriy-five  minutes  before  the  boat,  and  on 
the  iLStb  ulL,  it  arrived  uno  hour  and  forty-five  mi- 
imlee  an  advance  of  the  boat.  It  has  been  asserted 
^ai  a carrier  pigeon  will  dy  2,000  miles  in  24  hours, 
ivlr.  Banker  was  enabled  by  this  agency  to  beat  all 
we  l^okees  of  the  island  at  guessing  the  news. — 
The  Yaokeos,  howbvsrt  are  a prying  sect,  and  Mr. 


B.  having  repeatedly  astounded  them  by  bis  fore- 
shadowing, SOO.P  had  his  secret  ferreted  out. 

aince  piaelog  the  above  in  type,  the  Nantucket 
Inquirer  of  the  14th,  i caches  tis  with  the  oirgr  of  the 
poor  pigeon.,  which  having  lost  its  way  the  day  be- 
fore in  a snow  storm,  on  Its  homeward  flight,  finally 
made  the  island  of  Sinconiet,  and  was  there  shot  by 
some  boor  of  a fellow,  who  states  that  he  mistook  it 
for  a crow!  Its  death  occasioned  a deep  sensation  at 
Nantucket. 

The  above  has  been  some  weeks  in  type  waiting 
for  room. 


left  four  children  to  mourn  hit  unfortunate  death.— 
.Mr.  Riches  was  formerly  of  Detroit;  for  the  two  last 
seasons  he  had  been  engaged  as  the  engineer  of  Iho 
propeller  Independence,  in  which  situation  he  had 
won  the  warm  regard  of  his  brother  officers,  and,  by 
his  urbanity  and  kindness,  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  entire  community.  William  Flynn  was  an 
exemplary  young  man,  of  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  residing  in  this  village,  and  in  the  employment 
of  Messrs.  Stevens  & Cornwall. 

[Lakt  Superior  Mu>s,  June  12. 


Vessels  of  the  temfle  of  diana  discovered. 
A letter  from  Constantinople  states  that  at  the  end 
of  April  a number  of  articles,  in  gold  and  silver, 
were  discovered  not  far  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  at  the  town  of  Lepsee,  the  ancient  Larapsa- 
cus,  in  Asia  Minor.  Amongst  these  objects,  which 
are  supposed  to  have  been  employed  in  the  worship 
of  Diana,  are  40  silver  spoons  with  square  handles, 
and  much  larger  than  those  used  in  modern  days;  a 
female  bust  terminates  each  handle,  and  the  word 
Artemis,  one  of  the  names  of  Diana,  is  perceptible  on 
several  of  them;  each  weighs  about  750  grammes— - 
a round  salvar  in  silver,  nearly  four  feet  in  diameter , 
weighing  37  ktlQgrammes  540  grammes,  having  the 
figure  of  a womaa  engraved  on  it,  with  a fox,  a pea- 
cock, and  a parrot  near  her,  and  two  lions  at  her 
feet,  with  a child  riding  on  each— a large  silver  dish 
with  six  angles,  having  on  it  two  female  heads  en- 
graved— a silver  rod  upwards  of  six  feet  long,  com- 
posed of  four  pieces  soldered  together — four  large 
silver  goblets,  w ilh  massive  handles — a large  silver 
cylindrical  vase,  upwards  of  three  feet  high,  on  three 
feet,  adorned  with  arabesques — a silver  Qambeau, 
three  feel  high — a necklace  in  gold,  of  fine  work- 
manship, weighing  440  grammes;  in  it  were  set  forty 
large  pearls,  but  they  crumbled  to  dust  on  being 
touched.  The  Turkish  government  has  sent  agents 
to  have  the  suiroumling  ground  excavated. 

SAPtiT  St.  Marie — Distressing  occurrence. — One 
of  the  most  distressing  accidents  that  ever  occurred 
at  the  Sault  St.  Mane,  took  place  on  Thursday  af- 
ternoon. A party  of  citizens  and  persons  from 
abioad  had  agreed  to  descend  the  falls  of  the  St.  Ma- 
rie river,  situated  immediately  above  this  village, 
and  with  that  view  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the 
portage,  where  they  procured  a yawl  boat  with 
which  to  make  the  descent — a feat  at  all  times  con- 
sidered hazardous,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  in  its  fre- 
quent performance  hitherto  no  accident  ever  occurr- 
ed, ending  in  loss  of  life.  The  party  on  this  occa- 
>ion  were  nine  in  number,  consisting  of  Captain  John 
Stannard,  Captain  Robert  Brown,  and  Messrs.  E.  G. 
Seymour,  Thomas  Riches,  John  Barker  and  William 
Flynn,  of  this  place;  Dr.  Hugh  T.  Prouly,  qf  Mon- 
roeville, Ohio;  A-  Spafford,  of  ferrysbHigh,  Qhio; 
and  Mr.  Wales,  clerk  of  Ihp  sleamboat  St.  Clair.— 
With  this  company  the  boat  started  on  ‘ts  perilous 
voyage.  When  about  half  way  down  the  rapids  it 
shipped  a breaker,  that  filled  her  nearly  half  full  of 
water.  At  this,  bailing  was  commenced;  but  a mo- 
ment more  and  the  boat  having  reached  what  is 
called  the  “big  leap,”  (being  some  eight  or  ten  feet 
tn  descent,)  was  by  a teacliun  thrown  on  end  after 
descending,  and  all  were  precipitated  into  the  foam- 
ing rapids.  This  catastrophe  was  beheld  by  many 
ot  our  citizens  who  were  watching  the  voyage,  from 
the  shore;  boats  were  immediately  procured  and  pul 
out  to  save  those  who  should  survive  the  struggle  of 
the  dashing  waters,  and  reach  the  loot  ol  the  rapi  Is. 
Messrs.  Stannard,  Brown,  Wales,  Spafford  and  Par- 
ker succeeded  in  sustaining  themselves  uutil  picked 
up  by  the  boats  which  went  out,  or  by  the  Indians 
who  were  fishing  from  their  canoes.  By  the  chief 
ol  the  latter,  Mr.  Seymour  was  discovered  floati.ng 
on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  rescued  only  by 
;neuDS  of  a spear  with  which  the  chief  succeeded  in 
entant.''t'6  fi's  thus  raising  him  to  the  sur- 

face. So  completely  was  Mr.  Seymour  exhausted 
when  taken  up,  'hat  for  some  time  resuscitation  was 
considered  doubtful;  proper  applications  and 

incessant  rubbing  for  hou'J'^i.  "'**  finally 

restored,  although  at  the  wrii.'.'^S  (Saturday 

morning)  he  is  still  considered  in  a "filical  situation. 
The  other  three — Dr.  Prouty  and  Mew.®*"®*  Hiches 
and  Flynn — we  are  pained  to  say  were  drownf.’*!! 
their  bodies  have  not  yet  been  recovered.  Dr. 
was  one  of  a pleasure  party  who,  with  his  wife,  was 
on  an  excursion  to  this  place.  In  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  of  which  county  he  was  a resident,  he  had 
been  a practising  physician  for  twenty  years,  posses- 
sing, we  are  told  by  those  who  best  knew  him,  all  the 
trails  of  character  that  adorn  a noble  heart;  and  that 
for  public  usefulness,  private  worth,  and  warm  es- 
teem, DO  man  stood  higher  in  that  section  of  the 
state.  Besides  his  amiable,  bereaved  wife,  he  hae 


THE  republic. 

In  the  circles  of  the  old  world,  aristocratic  rank 
and  power  are  sustained  by  a general  system  of  edu- 
cation,— we  mean  education  in  its  widest  significa- 
tion,— man  throughout  ail  his  associations  and  from 
infancy  to  old  age  is  taught  to  regard  the  artificial 
grades  of  society  as  conferring  rank,  nobility,  wealth 
and  power,  as  of  imprescriptible  right.  A nobleman 
is  a nobleman  by  birth,  and  no  man  may  question  his 
title.  To  secure  the  hereditary  claim.'the  laws,  the 
usages;  the  education  of  the  whole  community,  have 
been  so  contrived  as  to  recognize  it,  not  only  for  the 
individual,  but  as  an  inalienable  inheritance  to  the 
family.  The  fealty  of  the  many,  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  is  just  as  fully  recognized  as  allegiance  to 
the  sovereign.  The  inherent  propensity  of  sel- 
fishness is  thus  concentrated  and  perpetuated,  in- 
stead of  being  terminated  with  the  life  of  the  grasp- 
ing miser.  Everything  is  due  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  family.  The  incumbent  is  but  agent  for  the 
time,  bound  to  do  what  he  can  in  his  lifetime  to  ac- 
cumulate, but  without  the  (legal)  power  to  diminish 
the  family  wealth  and  grandeur, — and  he  is  a dere- 
lict if  he  allows  it  to  be  done. 

How  long  it  requires  the  great  body  of  the  people 
to  correct  the  erroneous  impression,  that  all  this  u 
right? 

..  This  revolution  is  not  to  he  accomplished  in  a day 
or  in  one  generation.  Time  must  be  allowed  for  the 
correoUon  of  errors  so  widely  diffused.  We  begin 
to  distinguish  the  foot  prints  of  the  reform,  in  the 
tendency  to  awaken  a sense  of  high  and  holy  duties, 
a consciousness  of  what  is  due  to  our  fellow  beings 
and  to  the  republic  as  the  guardian  of  public  inter- 
ests. Instead  of  a family  pride  maintained  at  the 
cost  an<i  severe  depression  of  the  many,  the  object  is 
to  iipprove  the  condition  of  the  many,  and  qualify 
them  for  the  duties  incident  to  freemen  and  indis- 
pensable to  the  perpetuation  of  a free  government.— 
Benjamin  Frankun  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
reform.  We  have  had  numbers  of  public  spirited 
men,  to  follow  his  example  of  devotedness  to  a re- 
publicao  edbcnlmn  a*  superceding  the  aristocratic 
education  wfiich  so  long  has  hound  the  world  in  fet- 
ters. Tfie  rapij  increase  of  instances  is  worthy  of 
particular  notice.  We  have  not  time  hor  room  for 
illustration  beyond  the  three  following  articles  all 
of  which  reached  us  in  one  day.  They  are  speoiinens 
of  the  influence  ol  the  reforiP  iu  education  to  which 
we  allude. 

Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor  has,  in  bis  will, left  nearly 
a half  million  of  dollars  for  the  establishment  of  a 
free  library  in  New  York. 

Anonymous  mtmi^cence.— Professor  Sears,  of  tha 
Newton  (iVlass.)  theological  instilulion,  has  received 
an  anonymous  letter  enclosing  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  the  modest  and  unostentatious  writer 
wishes  to  uevote  thus— $2000  to  the  support  of  the 
president  Ol.  that,  inslitalion,  and  $1000  to  the  funds 
of  the  Au.eixoan  Baptist  Union. 

The  ■'■‘Venerable"  Abbott  L>- 
Editors.— lo  your  recen'  nQi:,.o  — Messrs. 

donaliOB  made  by  this  gMlleman!  yo5“m“k!'’i^rof 
the  ter«i  “venerable,”  which  maKe  use  of 

cwncerued  is  incorrect.  If  y„’u 
his  acts  of  IjPhexolence,  ut  contjaarisoo  with  tho«  of 
many  of  the  ];«  would  b«  kbout  as  oM  m ^ 
thusaleh;  buf  (he 'actual ‘years  of  hi, 
two  score  m^JmrteenJ-troen  »hic\  foy  buoyanCTf 
feeling  anfi  cheerfulness  of  disboaitian  ; 
least  might  be  stricken  from  iCrZrd  TiX 
whose  age  IS  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
says,  she  should  like  to  see  the  man  who  wo.dd 
to  call  her  “venerable,”  “ “a™ 

We  gave  place  to  the  foregoing  with  much  plea- 
Bdre.  I ..e  woid  “venerable,”  in  it,  classical  tense 
applittd  to  a personage,  means  one  to  be  revered  and 
denotes  a character  august ' for  dignity  and  virtue 
without  reference  particularly  to  age.  Neverlheless 
the  meaning  of  the  word  now  is  such  as  the  iadv 
above  referred  to  understands  when  she  expresek 
horror  at  the  iijea  of  being  venerable.  ^ 

The  donatipp  alluded  to  by  our  correspondent  as 
having  been  recently  made  by  Mr.  Lawrevcb  h e?- 
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plained  as  to  its  object  by  the  following  letter  from 
the  distinguished  donor: — Ballo.  Amtr. 

Bostok,  Jnne  7, 1847. 

My  Dear  Sir — I have  more  than  once  conversed 
with  you  upon  the  subject  of  estnb'ishing  a school 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  practical  sciences  in 
this  city  or  neighborhood,  and  was  gratified  when  I 
learned  from  you  that  the  government  of  Harvard 
University  had  determined  to  establish  such  a school 
in  Cambridge,  and  that  a professor  had  been  ap- 
pointed who  is  eminent  in  the  science  of  chemistry, 
and  who  is  to  be  supported  on  the  foundation  creat- 
ed by  the  munificence  of  the  late  Count  Runiford. 

For  several  years  I have  seen  and  fell  the  pressing 
want  in  our  community,  (and  in  fact  in  the  whole 
country,)  of  an  increased  number  of  men  educated 
in  the  practical  sciences.  Elementary  education 
appears  to  be  well  provided  for  in  Massachusetts. — 
There  is,  however,  a deficiency  in  the  means  for 
higher  education  in  certain  branches  of  knowledge 
For  an  early  classical  education  we  have  our  schools 
and  colleges.  From  thence  the  special  schools  of 
theology,  law,  medicine  and  surgery,  receive  the 
young  men  destined  to  those  professions;  and  those 
who  look  to  commerce  as  their  employment,  pass  to 
the  counting  house  for  the  ocean.  But  where  can 
we  send  those  who  intend  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  practical  applications  of  science?  How  educate 
our  engineers,  our  miners,  machinists  and  mechan- 
ics? Our  country  abounds  in  men  of  action.  Hard 
hands  are  ready  to  work  upon  our  hard  materials; 
and  where  ^ball  sagacious  heads  be  taught  to  direct 
those  hands? 

Inventive  men  laboriously  re-invent  what  has  been 
produced  before.  Ignorant  men  fight  against  the 
laws  of  nature  with  a vain  energy,  and  purchase 
their  experience  at  great  cost.  Why  should  not  all 
these  start  where  their  predecessors  ended,  and  not 
where  they  began?  Education  can  enable  them  to 
do  so.  The  application  of  science  to  the  useful  arts 
has  changed,  in  the  last  half  century,  the  condition 
and  relations  of  the  world.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  been  somewhat  neglectful  in  the  cultivation  and 
encouragement  of  the  scientific  portion  of  our  na- 
tional economy. 

Our  country  is  rapidly  increasing  in  population 
and  wealth,  and  is  probably  destined  in  another 
quarter  of  a century  to  contain  nearly  as  many  tnha 
bitants  as  now  exist  in  France  and  England  together. 

We  have  already  in  the  United  States,  a large  bo- 
dy of  young  men  who  have  received  a classical  edu- 
cation, many  of  whom  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  a 
livelihood  in  what  are  termed  the  learned  professions. 

I believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should  make 
an  effort  to  diversify  the  occupations  of  our  people, 
develope  more  fully  their  strong  mental  and  physical 
lesources,  throughout  the  Union.  We  have,  perhaps, 
stronger  motives  in  New  England  than  in  any  other 
part  of  our  country,  to  encourage  scientific  pursuits, 
from  the  fact  that  we  most  hereafter  look  for  our 
main  support  to  the  pursuit  of  commerce,  manufac- 
tures and  the  mechanic  arts;  to  which  it  becomes  our 
duty,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to  make  all  the  ap- 
pliances of  science  within  our  power.  We  inherit, 
and  are  forced  to  cultivate  a sterile  soil;  and  wliat 
nature  has  denied,  should  be  as  far  as  possible  sup- 
plied by  art.  We  must  make  better  farmers, 
through  the  application  ot  chemical  and  agricultural 
science. 

We  need  then  a school,  riot  for  boys,  but  for  young 
men  whose  early  education  is  completed  either  in 
college  or  elsewhere,  and  who  intend  to  enter  upon 
an  active  life  as  engineers  or  chemists,  or  in  genei  al, 
as  men  of  science,  applying  their  attainments  to 
practical  purposes,  where  they  may  learn  what 
has  been  done  at  other  times  and  in  other  countries; 
and  may  acquire  habits  ol  investigation  and  reflec 
lion,  with  an  aptitude  for  observing  and  describing. 

1 have  thought  the  three  great  practical  branches 
to  which  a scientific  education  is  to  be  applied 
amongst  us,  are,  1st,  engineering,  2d,  mining,  in  its 
extended  sense,  including  metallurgy;  3d,  the  inven- 
tion and  manufacture  of  machinery.  These  must  be 
deemed  kindred  branches,  starling  from  the  same 
point,  depending  in  many  respects  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  gradually  diverging  to  their  more  special 
applications.  Mathematics,  especially  in  their  ap- 
plication to  the  construction  and  combination  of  ma- 
chinery, and  chemistry  the  foundation  of  knowledge, 
and  an  all  important  study  for  the  mining  engineer, 
and  the  key  to  the  processes  by  which  the  rude  ore 
becomes  the  tenacious  and  ductile  metal,  Geology, 
mineralogy,  and  other  sciences,  investigating  the 
properties  and  uses  of  materials  employed  in  the 
arts,  carpentry,  masonry,  architecture  and  draw- 
ing, are  all  studies  wbion  should  be  pursued  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  one  or  all  of  these  principal 
dirisions. 

To  establish  such  a school  as  I have  endeavored  to 
describe  m connection  with  the  University,  and  un- 


der the  care  and  general  guidance  of  its  government, 
requires  buildings  with  suitable  lecture  rooms  and 
philosophical  apparatus,  with  models  and  plans,  and 
a place  for  their  deposit  and  safe  keeping,  together 
with  a cabinet,  where  every  description  of  wood, 
ores,  metals,  &c.  &c.  may  be  deposited  for  the  use  of 
the  students.  Without  the  above  appliances  the 
professors  would  be  workmen  without  tools.  The 
university  has  already  appointed  Mr.  Horsford,  Rum- 
ford  professor,  who  proposes  to  give  instructions 
upon  an  enlarged  plan  in  the  science  of  chemistry. — 

1 have  often  heard  Professor  Horsford  spoken  of  in 
terms  of  high  commendation,  and  as  in  all  respects 
competent  to  take  charge  of  this  important  depart- 
ment of  science,  and  to  bring  out  the  most  favorable 
results.  The  testimony  rendered  at  home  to  Mr. 
Horsford’s  capacity  has  been  very  agreeable  to  me, 
and  had  satisfied  me  that  the  selection  made  by  the 
government  of  the  college  was  fortunate;  but  I have 
lately  learned  in  addition  to  the  high  character  given 
him  by  his  friends  here,  that  the  great  practical  che- 
mist of  the  age,  (Liebig,)  has  given  his  most  unqua- 
lified testimony  to  the  ability  and  fidelity  of  Frofes 
sor  Horsford,  who  was  the  pupil  ot  Baron  Liebig  for 
two  years. 

I deem  it  of  the  highest  importance,  and  in  fact 
essential,  that  none  but  finl  rate  men  should  occupy 
the  professors’  chairs  in  this  school.  Its  success 
depends  upon  the  characters  of  the  instructers. — 
They  should  be  men  of  comprehensive  views,  and 
acknowledged  talents,  possessing  industry  and  in- 
tegrity, with  an  enihusnstic  devotion  to  the  great 
interests  of  science.  They  should  love  their  pro- 
fession, and  work  in  it  day  by  day.  Such  teachers 
will  soon  gather  around  them  a large  number  of  pu- 
pils. 

To  carry  out  this  course  of  education  in  its  practi- 
eal  branches,  there  should  be  the  roost  thorough  in- 
struction in  engineering,  geology,  chemistry,  mine- 
ralogy, natural  philosophy  and  natural  history. — 
Chemistry  is  provided  for,  and  in  the  last  two 
branches,  instruction  might  perhaps  be  given  by  the 
present  college  professor.  In  addition  to  these,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  services  at  stated 
periods  of  eminent  men  from  the  practical  walks  of 
life.  The  law  school  is  taught  by  distinguished  law- 
yers of  the  highest  reputation.  The  medical  school 
by  distinguished  physicians.  In  like  manner,  this 
school  of  science  should  number  among  its  teachers 
men  who  have  practised  and  are  practising  the  arts 
they  are  called  to  teach.  Let  theory  be  proved  by 
practical  results. 

To  defray  the  expenditures,  means  must  be  pro- 
cured for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  (not  in- 
cluJiiig  dwelling  bouses)  the  purchase  of  apparatus, 
furniture,  &c.,&c.,  and  provision  must  be  made  for 
the  comfortable  support  of  the  professors  and  other 
teachers  employed.  For  this  purpose,  let  the  stu- 
dents be  invited  freely  from  all  quarters,  at  a mode- 
rate charge  for  luiiioii.  Let  the  numbers  be  only 
limited  by  the  size  of  the  lecture  rooms,  and  1 can- 
not entertain  a doubt  that  a large  revenue  would  be 
derived  from  tuition  fees.  1 would  suggest  three 
permanent  professors,  viz:  One  of  chemistry  (already 
appointed,)  one  of  engineering,  in  its  various  branch- 
es, and  one  of  geology.  The  support  of  the  first  is 
for  the  present  time  provided  for.  For  the  other 
two  a moderate  fund  must  be  obtained,  as  a nucleus 
of  a further  sum  which  should  be  added  to  it  to  make 
the  capital  equal  to  that  of  the  Rumford  professor- 
ship. 

The  professors  in  this  school  should  depend  to  a 
considerable  extent,  upon  fees;  it  is  the  best  guaran- 
ty to  exertion  and  fidelity,  and  the  permanent  pros- 
perity of  the  institution.  1 will  therefore  further 
suggest,  that  each  of  the  above  professors  shall  re- 
ceive, after  all  ordinary  expenses  shall  have  been 
paid,  one  half  of  the  tuition  fees,  till  they  amount  to 
a sun  annually,  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, including  their  staled  salaries.  And  that  the 
government  of  the  college  pay  such  sums  to  other 
teachers,  whether  temporary  or  permanent,  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  and  that  the  other  half  ol  the 
said  tuition  fee  be  reserved  and  added  to  any  fund 
that  may  be  hereafter  contributed  to  establish  and 
found  the  two  professorships  before  mentioned. 

1 have  now,  my  dear  sir,  given  yoii  a brief  and 
very  imperfect  sketch  of  such  a school  of  science  as 
I believe  the  condiiion  of  our  extensive  and  growing 
country  requires,  and  you  will  ask  how  the  means 
are  to  be  obtained  to  carry  out  the  plan,  when  we 
shall  soon  have  an  appeal  made  to  our  liberality,  as 
well  as  to  the  sense  of  our  best  interests,  to  contri- 
bute a large  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  finish- 
ing the  astronomical  department  so  auspiciously 
commenced  in  Cambridge.  This  department  of  sci- 
ence has  already  engaged  the  public  sympathy,  and 
will,  1 doubt  not,  be  taken  up  at  an  early  day,  and 
placed  in  an  independent  and  useful  position.  1 
tlierish  a wish  to  see  the  observatory,  the  telescope 


and  every  instrument  required  to  prosecute  the  hea- 
venly science,  ready  for  use,  and  do  not  intend  to  in- 
terfere vvith  the  claims  the  world  has  upon  our 
community  to  accomplish  this  great  and  important 
object.  Nor  do  I mean  to  occupy  the  ground  of 
another  branch  of  science  that  will,  I suppose,  at  a 
future  time,  present  strong  claims  upon  the  public 
bounty.  1 allude  to  natural  history,  now  in  charga 
of  that  accomalished  naturalist.  Dr.  Gray.  I wish 
to  see  all  these  branches  of  science  prosecuted  with 
vigor,  and  moving  forward  in  perfect  harmony  at 
Cambridge. 

I therefore  propose  to  offer,  through  you,  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard 
college,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
propriated, as  1 have  indicated  in  the  foregoing  re- 
marks. The  buildings,  1 have  supposed,  without 
having  made  estimates,  could  be  erected,  including 
an  extensive  laboratory,  for  about  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  If  so,  there  will  remain  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars;  and  I suggest,  that  whatever  sum 
may  remain,  after  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  the 
buildings  should  form  the  basis  of  a fund,  which, 
together  with  one  half  of  the  tuition  fees,  till  the 
amount  shall  yield  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
annually,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  pro- 
fessor of  engineering  and  the  professor  of  geology, 
and  be  made  a permanent  foundation  for  these 
professorships.  The  object  is,  to  place  the  three 
professors  in  this  school  in  the  same  pecuniary  situa- 
tions. 1 beg  to  suggest,  further,  that  the  whole 
incr.me  of  this  school  be  devoted  to  the  acquisition, 
illustration  and  dissemination  of  the  practical  scien- 
ces forever. 

The  detail,  however,  and  conditions  of  this  dona- 
tion, may  be  hereafter  arranged  between  the  corpo- 
ration and  myself.  1 now  leave  the  whole  subject  in 
the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  corpora- 
tion, in  the  hope  and  faith  that  the  plan  may  be 
adopted,  and  executed  with  as  much  expedition  as 
may  be  consistent  with  economy;  and  that  it  may 
prove  to  be  honorable  to  the  University,  and  useful 
to  the  country. 

1 pray  you,  dear  sir,  to  believe  I remain,  most 
faithfully,  your  friend, 

(Signed)  ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 

To  Honorable  Samuel  A.  Elliott,  treasurer  of 
Harvard  College. 

Mr.  Elliott  has  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
above  and  gracefully  and  gratefully  accepts  the  do- 
nation. 

Boston  Munificence. — Some  time  since,  a report 
of  the  city  council  of  Boston,  in  a report  on  the  cen- 
sus, furnished  a detailed  tabular  view  of  such  public 
donations  made  in  the  city  up  to  the  close  of  the  year 
1845,  as  they  could  ascertain.  The  following  is  the 
general  summary: 

1.  For  theological  education,  and  olher  objects  of 

a religious  character,  $1,120,219  75 

2.  For  purposes  of  instruction,  1161,128  16 

3.  For  charitable  purposes,  2,272,990  51 

4'  For  miscellaneous  objects,  438,321  39 


Grand  total, 


$4,992,659  80 


The  following  items  have  reached  us  by  mail 
within  a short  time  past. 

Mr.  Mathew  Wright  — Died  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  24ih  May,  aged  80  years.  The-4furora 
states,  that  be  has  bequeathed  to  the  Waehinglon  and 
Si.  Vincent  Orphan  Assyltim,  each,  the  perpetual  in- 
terest of  $10,000.  It  is  provided  in  the  will  that,  in 
case  either  of  these  institutions  cease  to  exist,  the  tie- 
quest  is  to  fall  to  the  Washington  corporation,  (which 
is  the  trustee  of  the  fund) — with  a reservation  of  $60 
per  annum  for  the  Ebenezer  (Methodist)  chapel.  Five 
slaves  are  also  maiiumilied,  with  a portion  of  $200 
each,  on  condition  that  they  emigrate  to  Liberia. — 
Mr.  Wright,  was  a native  of  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  in  1795,  and  became  a 
citizen  of  Washington  in  1804. 

Dr.  Amos  Binnet  late  president  of  the  Boston 
society  of  natural  history,  died  at  Rome  on  the  IS.h 
of  February.  He  left  a legacy  of  10,000  dollars,  on 
condition  that  20,000  more  should  be  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  procuting  a suitable  building  for  the  ob- 
jects of  the  society. 

William  Oliver. — We  understand  that.the  late 
William  Oliver,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester,  left  the  whole 
of  his  property,  valued  at  not  less  than  a hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  equally  between  the 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  at  South  Boston, 
and  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the  insane,  at  Somer- 
ville. One  third  of  this  sum  is  to  be  paid  over  im- 
mediately, and  the  remainder  at  the  decease  of  his 
two  sisters.  .Mr.  Oliver  commenced  life  a poor  boy, 
and  acquired  his  property  in  a few  years  by  his  pru- 
dence and  energy  in  mercantile  pursuits.  One  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  was  the  amount  be  fixed  upon 
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as  the  extent  of  his  wishes,  in  early  life;  when  he 
made  that  sum,  he  retired  to  his  country  residence 
in  Dorchester,  and  passed  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  his  days  in  unceasing  but  unostentatious  beneeo- 
lence.  ' [Boston  Mias, 

This  day’s  mail  brinss  the  Pittsburg;  Gazette,  with  two 
additional  specimens  of  benevolence  from  liberal  heart- 
ed sentlemen  of  that  city. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  a site  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  VVeslern  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  have  con- 
cluded, after  a mature  examination  of  the  different  loca- 
lities offered,  to  purchase  the  property  belonging  to  Jas. 
S.  Craft,  Esq.,  adjoinins  hts  beautiful  seat  on  the  Mo- 
nongahela,  about  a mile  from  the  city  of  Pittsburg  — 
Mr.  Craft  offers  as  a donation,  with  the  purchase,  five 
acres  of  ground,  which  is  a very  liberal  gift  both  to  the 
hospital  and  the  pulilic. 

The  Hon.  Harmar  Denny  has  presented  as  a donation 
to  the  hospital  association  of  Pittsburg,  eleven  acres  of 
ground,  valued  at  $10,000  at  the  lowest  estimate.  This 
IS  a munificent  bequest,  and  reflects  the  highest  honor 
upon  that  gentlemen. 

It  has  been  said  by  one  of  great  wisdom  that  the 
greatest  pleasure  wealth  affords  is  to  aid  in  the  promo- 
tion of  objects  calculated  to  benefit  worthy  individuals 
around  us,  as  well  as  the  whole  race.  And  what  chari- 
ly so  noble  as  that  of  a public  hospital — an  asylum  for 
the  bruised,  the  sick,  and  the  maimed  of  all  kindreds 
and  tongues — a place  of  rest,  where  the  afflicted,  without 
money  and  without  price,  in  rags,  and  with  no  passport 
but  sorrow  and  disease,  is  kindly  attended  and  judicious- 
ly administered  to,  until  fit  once  more  to  take  his  place 
in  society. 

The  warm  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  whole  commu- 
nity, as  well  as  of  the  well  wishers  of  our  race,  are  due 
to  Mr.  Denny  for  this  liberal  donation. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE, 


Fall  in  price  of  breadstuffs.  The  intelligence  by 
the  steamer  Cambria  has  prostrated  some  of  the  heavy 
operators  in  flour  and  grain  at  New  York.  .Several 
failures  have  already  taken  place.  Flour  has  gone  down 
in  New  York  to  $7.25.  Michigan  and  Ohio  $7.59;  for 
Genesee  $7.75  for  the  best  southern  brands,  at  which 
rates  some  10,000  bbis.  were  sold  on  the  22d  inst.,  and 
on  the  same  day  20,000  bushels  of  wheat  were  disposed 
of  at  $1.70  for  red,  and  $1.85  for  Genesee,  ana  40,000 
bushals  of  corn  at  90c.  for  mixed,  and  100c.  for  yellow. 

On  the  23ri,  prices  ranged  about  the  same,  but  with 
Romeihing  more  of  confidence;  a disposition  to  venture 
at  those  rates  for  future  delivery  was  evinced. 

The  receipts  of  flour  down  the  North  River,  since  the 
1st  of  the  month,  have  averaged  over  forty  thousand 
barrels  a day,  and  the  exports  to  over  ten  thousand  bar- 
rels. The  receipts  of  wheat  during  the  same  period 
have  been  341,356  bushels,  and  917,876  bushels  of  corn. 
Exports,  from  the  1st  to  the  15  h June — Wheat  209,550 
bushels;  rye  14,266  do.;  corn  45,643  do. 

A NEW  ERA  IN  navigation.  Oo  the  20th  inst.  the 
new  three  masted  schooner  New  Brunswick,  loaded 
with  18,000  bushels  of  wheat  at  Chicago,  and  clear- 
•d  for  Liverpool.  She  goes  by  the  way  of  the  Wel- 
land canal  and  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  is  the  first 
clearanc  e of  this  kind  ever  made  from  the  inland 
waters  of  the  great  lakes  for  an  European  port,  and 
constitutes  a new  era  in  the  history  of  navigation. 

[Buffalo  Courier. 

Direct  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Lakes.  The 
first  vessel  that  has  ever  reached  Lake  Erie  from  the 
ocean,  is  the  Canadian  yacht,  Alice,  which  lately 
arrived  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  direct  from  Montreal, 
bound  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Memorandum  by  an  intelligent  gentleman  from  Mau- 
mtt  city,  Ohio,  On  the  borders  of  Lake  Michigan, 
there  are  now  in  store,  ready  for  transportation,  a 
million  of  bushels  of  breadstuffs.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  means  of  transportation  will  not  clear  out 
the  old  stock  before  the  new  comes  in.  The  crops 
in  Ohio  bid  fair  for  a full  average. 

The  value  of  the  products  at  New  Orleans  from  the 
interior,  in  the  course  of  the  single  year  of  1845,  is  set 
down  at  over  Ji/ly  seven  millions  of  dollars:  and  this  too, 
during  a year  peculiarly  unfavorable,  by  reason  of  the 
low  stage  of  the  rivers.  The  number  of  steamboat 
arrivals  at  New  Orleans  during  that  same  year,  was 
3,630,  and  their  united  tonnage  was  estimated  to  have 
been  632,500  ions.  An  amount  of  steamboat  tonnage 
greater  than  that  of  the  whole  of  Great  Briiain.  The 
whole  steamboat  tonnage  employed  on  the  Mississippi 
in  1845,  was  over  three  and  a quarter  millions  of  tons, 
while  the  whole  foreign  lonnage  of  the  United  States 
was  only  4 039.463  tons.  The  very  expense  of  running 
these  boats  is  esiimaied  at  nearly  eighteen  millions  of 
dollars  a year. 

Monet  market.  Lord  Ashburton,  in  his  pamph- 
let on  the  financial  and  commercial  crisis,  unequivo- 
cally declares  bis  opinion  that  the  bank  charter  act 
of  1844  has  proved  a failure,  and  that  it  would  be 


[difficult  to  form  any  estimate  of  the  immense  losses, 
both  of  the  exchequer  and  of  individuals,  which 
have  ensued  from  its  operation. 

The  French  chambers  have  passed  a bill  authoris- 
ing the  Bank  of  France  to  issue  20t)  franc  notes. — 
Heretofore  500f.  was  the  lowest  denomination. 

The  U,  S.  branch  mint  at  fT.  Orleans,  have  coined 
within  the  last  five  months,  1^1,689,00(1,  of  which 
$950,000  in  gold  and  the  remainder  in  silver. 

The  comptroller  of  New  York  has  received  since  the 
first  of  January  last,  $1,800,000  of  the  stacks  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  in  deposites  from  the  different  bank- 
ing inslitulions,  as  collateral  for  their  circulation,  which 
has  been  increased  that  amount. 

Bank  of  England.  Return  for  the  week  ending  the 
22d  May,  compared  with  the  return  of  the  previous 

Public  deposites  jC6,141,624  Increase  £1,821,838 

Other  deposites  8,283,690  Decrease  462,633 

Rest  3,472,569  Increase  13,917 

On  the  other  side  of  the  account — 

Government  securities  £11,503,858  Increase  £951,760 

Other  securities  16,581,674  Decrease  80,761 

Notes  unemployed  4,420,395  Increase  627,065 

Notes  in  circulation,  £18,780,380,  being  a decrease  of 
£393,630.  Stock  of  bullion  in  both  departments  was 
£9,948,633,  showing  an  increase  of  £78,640. 

The  Bank  of  Washington,  New  York,  is  in  bad  credit; 
its  notes  are  at  50  per  cent,  discount  in  Wall  street. 

The  Farmers^  and  Merchant's  Bank  of  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, is  in  difficulties,  and  their  notes  have  gone  down 
to  40,  and  even  30  per  cent.,  in  some  instances,  in  spite 
of  assurances  that  the  bank  will  ultimately  redeem 
every  cent. 

The  period  for  declaring  dividends,  is  at  hand. 

The  State  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  pays  a half  yearly 
dividend  of  4|  per  cent,  on  the  6th  July. 

The  Boston  and  IVorcester  Railroad  Company,  pay 
a half  yearly  dividend  of  5 per  cent.,  to  the  31st  May, 
on  their  capital  of  $3  500,000.  Last  year  they  divided 
4 per  cent,  to  some  time  on  $3,000,000. 

The  W^estern  Railroad  Company,  divided  4 per  cent, 
for  the  SIX  months  to  same  date,  and  propose  to  increase 
their  capital,  double  their  track,  and  square  away  for  a 
larger  business. 

The  Boston  Atlas  says:  “The  dividends  of  the  manu- 
facturing companies  throughout  the  country,  for  the  last 
year,  show  that  the  business  is  very  much  depre.ssed.— 
Many  mills  have  made  nothing,  while  the  most  profita- 
ble—those  mills  having  a large  surplus  fund,  and  whose 
goods  are  in  the  most  demand,  as  the  Merrimack,  the 
Nashua,  &c. — have  only  cleared  5 per  cent.;  and  other 
well  established  mills,  like  the  Appleton  and  the  Ham- 
ilton, having  but  small  surplus  accumulations,  make  but 
3 per  cent.,  and  others,  less  favorably  situated,  with  dif- 
ficulty preserve  their  capital  whole.” 

Atlantic  mail  steamers.  The  French  line  of 
steamers  will  come  into  competition  with  the  British 
line  and  American  line,  under  highly  favoranle  ar- 
rangements for  the  company  that  have  undertaken 
the  enterpnze.  Ttie  French  government  gives  them 
the  use  of  the  steamers  without  charge  forthe  capital 
or  cost  of  building  and  fitting  them,  reserving  merely 
the  registration  of,  and  revenue  from  the  mails.  In 
compliment  to  this  country,  the  names  of  the  stea- 
mers have  been  changed;  they  will  in  future  be  call- 
ed the  “Philadelphia,”  “Missouri,”  “New  York,” 
and  “Union.” 

The  Christopher  Colombe,  French  steamer,  had  200 
passengers  engaged,  and  was  to  leave  Cherbourg  for 
New  York  about  the  1st  June. 

The  direct  trade  with  Germany.  The  first  of 
government  mail  steamships  left  New  York  on  the 
1st  inst.  for  Cowes,  Southampton,  and  Bremen,  open- 
ing a direct  channel  to  the  continent,  in  place  of  the 
over  England  route  of  the  Boston  and  Halifax  lines. 
The  establishment  of  this  line  of  mail  steamships  is 
an  event  which  seems  destined  to  exert  a most  im- 
portant influence  upon  the  commerce  and  trade  be- 
tween this  country  and  Germany.  Bremen  is  one 
of  the  four  great  free  cities  of  Germany.  It  is  at 
the  head  of  a ship  navigation  on  the  Weser,  and 
above  it  the  river  is  navigated  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  by  steamboats,  of  which  there  are  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty- four  plying  on  the  rivers  and  lakes 
of  Germany.  Bremen  is  also  the  centre  of  a great 
network  of  railroad,  connecting  first  with  Western 
Germany,  and  running  through  the  heart  of  it  five 
hundred  miles;  next  with  the  Belgian  frontier,  where 
it  connects  with  railroads  to  Brussels  and  Paris,  with 
Berlin  by  a road  from  Hanover  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  miles  completed;  with  Trieste  on  the  Adriatic 
a little  less  than  one  thousand  miles,  of  which  only 


one  hundred  miles  of  the  road  remain  to  be  eom  • 
pleted.  A railroad  of  64  miles  from  Altona  to  Kiel, 
opened  in  1844,  connects  the  Elbe  with  the  Ballici 
while  another  from  Berlin  to  Stargard,  106  milea> 
finished  a year  ago,  connects  the  Baltic  more  direct- 
ly with  the  great  line  to  Vienna  and  the  Adriatic. — 
Still  another  line,  nearly  complete,  connects  Berlin 
with  Vienna  through  Coethen,  Halle,  Leipzig,  Dres- 
den, and  Prague,  being  about  550  miles  long,  of 
which  less  than  70  remain  unfinished.  There  are 
many  lines  of  less  importance  already  completed  or 
in  progress,  which  will  attract  the  American  trade 
and  emigration  of  Germany  to  Bremen.  The  ag- 
gregate length  of  the  railroads  of  Germany  already 
completed,  is  2,600  miles,  while  Prussia  alone  will 
add  650  miles  in  the  course  of  this  and  next  year. 

When  the  roads  are  all  completed,  vast  benefits 
may  be  expected  to  be  reaped  from  the  facilities  af- 
forded (o  trade  and  travel  by  the  line  of  American 
mail  steamships.  In  a short  time  will  be  brought 
all  the  manufucturing  districs  of  Germany  into  im- 
mediate contact  with  Hamburg  and  Bremen  and 
the  latter  places,  being  the  point  of  termination  with 
the  New  York  steamer  line  to  Germany,  will  thus 
become  the  great  staple  place  of  imports  from  Iho 
United  States,  and  export  of  German  raanufacturea 
to  the  United  Stales.  The  tobacco  trade  with  Ger- 
many, and  the  emigration  from  that  country  to  the 
United  Stales  have  now  almost  concentrated  in 
Bremen,  the  number  of  emigrants  shipped  to  the 
United  States  having  increased  in  the  last  year  to 
upwards  of  30,000  per  annum.  Facilities  for  eom- 
municalion  exist  already  on  a great  scale,  and  the 
railroad  thence  to  Hanover,  in  connection  with  the 
whole  railroad  system  of  the  interior,  must  gire  a 
new  impulse  to  the  commerce  of  that  port.  An  in- 
telligent German  in  the  Nation!  Intelligencer,  from 
whose  long  communication  we  gather  the  facts 
above  stated,  calculates  that  immense  importations 
of  German  cloths,  silks,  Chinawares,  &c.  will  be 
Hiade  through  these  steamers,  and  that  a great  por- 
tion of  the  less  indigent  emigrants  will  choose  the 
same  conveyance.  Nearly  all  the  correspondence 
between  this  country  and  Germany,  not  merely,  but 
all  continental  Europe  east  and  north  of  the  Rhine 
will  prefer  this  channel. 

A HURRICANE  of  unusual  violence  has  been  expe- 
rienced all  along  the  Malabar  coast,  in  which  hun- 
dreds of  native  vessels  are  said  to  have  been  wreck- 
ed. 


Life  insurance.  The  celebrated  millionaire, 
the  Marquis  Daliqre,  of  Paris,  died  a few  weeks 
since,  in  spile  of  the  precision  with  which  he  guard- 
ed life,  living  by  rule,  eating  and  drinking  by  weight 
and  measure,  and  regulating  every  thing  with  the 
greatest  exactness,  besides  having  life  insurances  in 
every  direction.  He  expeeled  to  live  to  the  age  of 
150,  but  four  score  years  and  three,  was  all  that  he 
could  achieve.  His  income  was  over  a milliou  of 
francs  annually.  He  leaves  sixty  millions  in  real 
estate,  and  most  of  his  fortune,  to  a grand  child,  19 
months  old.  His  death  caused  quite  a stir  in  Wall 
street.  Some  ten  years  since  the  marquis  deposited 
noary  $100,000  in  each,  the  New  York  Life  Insur- 
ance and  Trust,  the  Farmers’  Trust,  the  Ohio  Trust, 
the  Gerard  Life,  and  Pennsylvania  Annuity,  from 
which  he  derived  annually — 

From  ihe  New  York  Life  Ins.  & Trust,  $1J,500 

“ Farmers’ Trust,  13,6*10 

“ Ohio  Trust,  gioOO 

“ Pennsylvania  Annuity,  10,000 

“ Gerard  Life,  8,000 

Within  a fraction  of  $50,000,  and  was  to  do  so  dur- 
ing life.  His  death  relieves  the  compaaies  from  any 
future  payment,  and  left  them  large  gains  by  the 
transactions.  The  Farmers’  Trust  have,  after  cal- 
culating interest,  received  twenty  five  thousand  dol- 
lars;  the  New  York  life  and  Trust,  forty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  other  companies  in  proportion. 


Honors  to  free  trade.  The  friends  of  the  tariff  of 
1846,  in  New  York,  intend  to  give  a public  dinner  to 
Dixon  H.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  for  his  efforts  in  driving 
the  last  tariff  through  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales'! 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  occasion  will  do  honor  to 
the  object,  and  that  no  underhanded  allusion  will  be 
made  by  any  member  of  the  dinner  party  to  overgrown 
corporations.  [Boston  Oourier. 


New  York  state  canals.  The  following  statement 
shows  the  aggregate  of  tolls  received  during  the  second 
week  in  June,  and  the  aggregate  amount  to  and  includ- 
ing the  14th  day  of  June  in  each  year,  commencing 
with  1843: 

2d  week  in  June.  Aggregate  to  14ih  June. 

$481,253  86 
735,1 10  06 
736,030  06 
770,846  04 
1,016  297  F.'i 


1844  64,420  S3 

1845  62,767  11 

1846  83,630  59 

1347  149,785  48 
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Importations.  The  value  of  merchandise  imported 
into  New  York,  e.xclusive  of  that  sent  to  the  warehouse, 
f .r  the  week  endine  .Tune  15th,  compared  with  the  same 
period  last  year,  has  been  as  follows: 

1846.  1847.  Increase.  Decrease. 

Free  $521,318  $37,223  .$484,095 

.Specie  2,456  38,483  36,292 

Dutiable  1,056,230  1,014,967  31,263 

Cash  rec’d.  334,443  264,018  70,425 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


“army  of  invasion.” 

Major  General  Gideon  J.  Pillow  left  New  Orleans 
on  the  9th  instant,  in  the  steamer  Fashion  for  Vera 
Cruz,  together  with  Col  G.  W.  Morgan,  15lh  infan- 
fantry;  Major  G.  A.  Caldwell,  of  the  VolUgeurs; 
Wm.  Trousdale,  of  the  14ih  infantry,  and  the  fol 
lowing  officers  and  men  attached  to  his  regiment, 
»iz:  Captains  Pierce  B.  Anderson,  Thomas  Glen, 
Julian  P.  Breedlove,  and  Robert  G.  Beale;  Lieut. 
Jas.  Blackburn,  Thomas  Shields,  Richard  Steele, 
Samuel  B.  Davis,  Alex.  C.  Layne,  Henry  B.  Kelley, 
James  G.  Fitzgerald,  Geo.  W.  Morgan,  Nelson  Mc- 
Clannahan,  and  Perrin  Watson,  with  287  men. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  13th  contains 
intelligence  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  5th  June,  by  the 
steam  ship  Fanny. 

There  had  been  no  arrival  from  Gen.  Scott’s  army 
since  the  night  of  the  31st  ult. 

The  heat  at  Vera  Cruz  was  intense,  the  ihermo- 
meter  ranging  for  ten  days  from  87°  to  92®  day  and 
night  in  the  shade.  The  fever  was  on  the  increase, 
though  when  taken  in  time,  the  phsician  had  been 
pretty  successful  in  its  treatment. 

A large  train  was  to  leave  Vera  Cruz  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5lh  instant,  for  Puebla,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  McIntosh.  It  was  to  carry  up  a 
mail,  the  first,  says  the  Eagle,  for  nearly  a month, 
and  about  J300,000  m specie,  in  charge  of  Major 
A.  G.  Bennett,  paymaster.  The  train  was  to  be 
escorted  by  a large  force  of  soldiery  composed  of 
company  F of  the  4th  infantry,  company  B 5lh  in- 
fantry, company  G of  the  7th  infantry,  companies 
K and  one  of  the  15th  infantry,  and  companies  D, 
G,  and  K of  the  3d  dragoons — in  all  about  800 
men. 

FORCES  UNDER  GENERALS  SCOTT  AND  TAYLOR. 

P Considerable  uneasiness  was  manifested  sometime 
since,  for  fear  government  would  allow  the  term  of 
the  twelve  months  volunteers  to  expire  before  suf- 
ficient reinforcements  were  furnished  to  enable  the 
commanders  of  the  armies  in  Mexico  to  avail  them- 
selves of  their  recent  victories,  or  to  continue  their 
operations  according  to  the  project  of  the  campaign. 
The  Washington  “Union,”  replied  to  publications 
which  appeared  on  the  subject,  by  a semi-official 
statement  derived  from  the  departments,  showing 
conclusively,  according  to  their  arithmetic,  that  there 
was  not  the  least  danger  to  be  apprehended,  but  that 
Wh  General  Scotland  General  Taylor  would  re- 
ceive reinforcements  in  time  and  in  numbers  to  pre- 
vent any  inconvenience  to  cither,  Irom  the  anticipat- 
ed return  of  the  volunteers,  ami  that  both  would  be 
insufficient  force  to  prevent  any  delay  occurring  from 
their  withdrawal. 

We  had  hardly  completed  the  publication  of  those 
assurances  however  before  the  fact  became  undenia- 
ble that  the  operations  of  General  Scott  and  Gen. 
Taylor,  were  paralyzed  by  (he  return  of  the  twelve 
months  men,  leaving  them  with  forces  entirely  ina- 
dequate to  make  forward  movements  with.  Neither 
of  them  could  venture  to  advarae  with  such  a lorce 
as  was  left  them,  and  botli  were,  beyond  all  question, 
when  the  last  iulelligcnce  left  them,  at  a dead  hall, 
for  want  ol  reinforcements. 

The  Washington  "Union"  very  properly  resorts 
once  more  to  the  departments  for  official  informa- 
tion wherewith  to  relieve  public  anxiety  upon  the 
Hubject.  The  public  are  entitled  to  the  best  infor- 
mation that  can  be  obtained  upon  so  important  a 
point.  But  whilst  copying  the  figures  and  following 
the  calculations  of  the  officers  and  clerks  in  the  de- 
partments, there  is  no  concealing  the  dispariiy  be- 
tween those  figures  and  estimates  predicated  thereon,' 
and  the  actual  returns  received  from  the  armies. — 
With  the  p.ilitical  party  complexion  which  many  of 
the  papers  on  each  side  attempt  to  give  to  so  grave  a 
subject,  the  people  have  just  right  to  complain. — 
They  want  the  (acts  in  the  premises;  from  these  they 
will  judge  for  themselves. 

We  inserted  in  our  last,  one  article  from  Jal-apa, 
and  another  from  Uio  Vera  Cruz  Eagle  giving  state- 
ments as  to  the  forces  under  General  Scott,  and  in 
the  same  number,  a statement  from  the  Matamoros 
“Flag”  as  to  the  forces  under  General  Taylor’s  com- 
mand, all  of  them  in  reply  to  the  statement  which 
the  “ Union”  had  inserted,  as  from  the  department, 
assuring  the  country  that  the  armies  under  both  those 


commanders  would  be  in  ample  force  to  proceed  with 
the  campaign  without  delay.  The  whole  of  these 
articles  W'e  find -inserted  in  the  Union  of  the  17th, 
and  treated  as  “misrepresentations”  seized  upon 
by  the  opposition  presses  for  vile  purposes.  That 
the  opposition  presses  have  in  many  instances  at- 
tempted to  make  party  capital,  and  in  some  cases 
attempted  very  unjustifiable  deductions  from  those 
statements,  is  too  true,  nevertheless  there  is  so  much 
of  accuracy  in  the  figures  and  known  facts  which 
tile  statements  give,  that  the  statements  from  the 
department  cannot  gainsay  them,  and  there  will  he 
no  little  apprehension  that  the  statements  to  which 
the  “Union”  now  resorts,  (inserted  in  this  number), 
as  derived  from  the  department,  may  have  as  little 
efficiency  in  enabling  either  General  to  advance 
uety  speedily,  as  their  former  statement  “derived  from 
the  war  office”  had  in  enabling  them  to  progress 
“without  one  day’s  delay.”  We  would  willingly  be- 
lieve to  the  utmost,  but  cannot  conceal  our  misgiv- 
ings. 

As  to  the  notion  of  General  Taylor  advancing  on 
San  Luis  Potosi  with  the  force  now  under  his  com- 
mand, the  “Union”  is  conclusive,  in  their  article  of 
the  17th,  the  Union  thus  notices  the  comments  in 
tlie  New  Orleans  Picayune  upon  the  statement  in  the 
Matamoros  Flog,  to  which  we  have  alluded. 

Thk  Picayune  said, — “The  belief  has  been  assidu- 
ously propagated  in  various  influential  quarters,  for 
monliis,  that  General  Taylor  was  to  move  upon  San 
Luis  Potosi.  From  various  statements,  from  time  to 
time  made  in  the  Union,  the  country  has  been  led  to 
believe  that  Gen.  Tay  lor  has  had,  or  shortly  would 
have,  forces  adequate  to  commence  his  march;  while 
letters  from  Gen.  Scott  and  his  army,  for  tlie  army 
of  Gen.  Taylor,  are  addressed  “Headquarters  Gen. 
Taylor’s  army,  San  Luis  Potosi."  It  will  not  be 
long  before  we  shall  hear  reproaches  cast  upon  the 
hero  of  Buena  Vista  for  his  inactivity,” 

The  Union  replies — “The  Picayune  labors  under 
one  mistake.  We  have  seen  allusions  made  in  the 
western  papers,  and  in  letters,  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  pre- 
paring to  move  upon  San  Luis  Potosi.  We  have 
never  sought  to  countenance  such  a belief.  We 
would  never  have  stated  that  such  was  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  war  department,  or  such  the  plan  of  the 
General.  Besides  every  military  man  knows  that, 
in  a war  wiili  Mexico,  there  is  a time  for  all  things. 
The  climate  of  the  northern  and  of  the  southern  por- 
tions is  diflerent.  We  could  not  have  attacked  Vera 
Cruz  when  the  war  broke  out,  for  fear  of  the  vomito. 
Nor  could  we  very  well  advance  upon  San  Luis 
Poldsi  until  the  rainy  season  commences.” 

# # « “We  ask  the  reader  to  compare  the 

accusations  of  the  letter  writers,  and  their  echoes  of 
the  press,  with  the  proofs  which  we  draw  from  the 
war  office.  He  will  see  how  many  troops  General 
Taylor  ts  likely  to  have  with  him — how  many  more 
than  they  give  to  him ; and  how  much  more  service  he 
is  able  to  render  with  his  real  and  augmented  means 
It  will  be  thus  seen  that,  instead  of  his  being  reduced, 
to  5,810  troops,  he  will  have  at  least  10,000 — per- 
haps 10,500 — almost  twice  the  number  which  they 
allow  liim!  Nothing  but  some  extraordinary  casualty 
— troops  cast  away  at  sea,  or  cloven  down  by  pesti- 
lence— can  defeat  the  calculations  of  the  war  office. 

* * * If  fewer  troops  are  now  sent  to 

General  Taylor  than  to  General  Scott,  it  is  because 
the  theatre  of  operations  is  diflerent;  because  Scott  is 
marching  to  the  capital — in  the  heart  of  a more  po- 
pulous country — in  the  midst  of  a more  numerous 
enemy — and  striking  at  objects  which  seem  belter 
calculated  to  terminate  an  honorable  war  by  an  ho- 
norable peace. 

An  unpublished  letter  of  gen.  Taylor.  The 
following  is  a portion  of  a letter  from  a gentleman 
in  Pensacola  to  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

“Superb  as  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  in  all  its 
details;  skilful  as  was  the  selection  of  the  ground; 
devoted  as  were  those  who  laid  down  their  lives  en 
face  to  the  enemy;  distinguished  as  was  every  man 
who  bore  arms  that  day;  yet  ail  these  glories  fade  in 
comparison  wiili  the  determination  of  that  calm  old 
men,  who  was  called  upon  to  decide  between  a re- 
treat and  assured  security  within  the  walls  of  Mon- 
terey or  a battle  with  four  limes  the  number  he  could 
bring  into  the  field. 

He  reasuiied  thus,  here  are  6,000  men  left  to  hold 
Saltillo  and  our  positions  at  Angostura,  with  the  al 
ternalive  of  retreat  upon  Monterey,  where  there  are 
provisions  for  six  months.  Circumstances  justify  a 
retreat.  There  are  precedents  for  it,  and  the  order 
of  Gen.  Scott.  If  the  army  retreats  the  consequences 
are  certain.  It  will  be  safe  tn  Monterey  until  rein- 
forcements can  reach  it,  hut  before  these  reinforce- 
ments can  arrive  the  numerous  enemy,  falling  by  our 
flanks,  will  occupy  the  Rio  Grande  from  Camargo  to 
me  Brazos,  destroying  the  garrisons  and  magazines, 
and  cutting  off  the  communications.  This  result  will 


be  most  disastrous.  It  is  inevitable.  If  the  army 
remains  in  its  present  position,  there  is  a chance  of 
success,  and  supposing  it  happily  realized,  every- 
thing is  saved.  But  the  chances  are  in  favor  of  the 
triumph  of  20,000  men,  led  on  by  the  hope  that  our 
small  forces  of  undisciplined  troops  must  give  way 
in  the  attack  and  by  the  expectation  of  great  booty. 

In  the  first  case,  then,  the  consequences  of  retreat 
are  certain. 

In  the  second  case,  the  consequences  of  defeat 
would  be  no  less  disastrous  than  in  the  first  case;  but 
to  the  latter  must  also  be  added  the  immolation  of  our 
army.  But  still  it  aflbrds  a chance  of  success.  We 
will  take  that  chance!  So  deciding.  General  Taylor 
quietly  gave  his  orders,  and  after  the  day’s  work  was 
done,  sal  down  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  February, 
just  seven  liours  before  he  was  attacked  by  Santa 
Anna,  and  wrote  to  his  relative  and  friend,  describing 
his  situation,  and  speaking  plainly,  but  with  dignity, 
of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  his  superiors; 
also  of  his  arrangement  to  meet  the  approaching 
crisis;  of  his  confidence  in  his  little  army;  of  his 
hopes,  but  not  of  his  fears.  One  sheet,  and  the  page 
of  another,  as  record,  were  thus  devoted.  The  re- 
maining pages  were  given  to  his  private  aS'airs,  di- 
recting tlie  management  of  his  estate,  and  expressing 
aflection  for  his  family. 

The  writer  of  this  communication  has  been  honor- 
ed with  a perusal  of  that  letter.  He  marked  the  bold, 
character  in  which  it  was  written;  the  even  lines  and 
the  unblotted  pages,  giving  evidence  that  it  was 
written  as  calmly  as  if  the  writer  had  been  seated 
by  the  fireside  of  his  own  happy  home.  It  was  written 
in  simple  but  easy  style,  without  eflbrt,  as  one  wishes 
to  write  to  relatives  and  friends.  But  still  it  bore 
evidence,  as  all  his  writings  do,  cf  a clear  judgment 
and  pure  thought.  CEPHALUS. 

Pensacola,  Jane  4,  1847.” 


Official — The  army  in  Mexico.  Our  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  article  published  in  the  N.  York 
Courier  h Enquirer  of  the  14ih  inst.  in  which  it  is 
charged  upon  the  “Union”  that  it  has  misstated  the 
amount  of  force  of  the  armies  under  Major  Gen’Js. 
Scott  and  ’I'aylor,  and  that  the  actual  strength  of 
their  columns  will  be  much  less  than  represented, 

&.C. 


It  was  stated  in  the  “Union”  that  when  the  rein- 
forcements which  have  been  ordered  by  the  war  de- 
partment for  Major  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor  should 
all  have  reached  their  destination,  those  Generals 
would  have  under  their  command,  the  former  nearly 
20,000  and  the  latter  nearly  10,000  troops.  On  in- 
quiry at  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office  to-day  we  are 
confirmed  in  the  correctness  of  the  statements  here- 
tofore made  in  reference  to  the  troops  which  have 
been  provided  for  the  armies  in  the  field.  The  force 
under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Scott — exclusive 
of  the  twelve  months’  men,  say  3,500 — amounted, 
on  the  last  of  March,  to  upwards  of  11,000  aggregate. 
Since  that  dale  reinforcements  of  regulars,  (old  and 
new  regiments)  to  the  number  of  5,000  must,  it  is 
believed,  have  reached  the  seat  of  war  in  that  quar- 
ter; which  number,  by  the  last  of  June,  will  be  stili 
further  augmented  by  some  3,500 — making  the  ag- 
gregate force  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Scott,  at  that 
date,  say  19,500:  which  includes  the  garrisons  of 
captured  towns,  and  is  subject  to  a deduction  on  ac- 
count of  the  casualties  of  the  service  during  the  last 
two  months.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  General 
Scott  will  be  further  reinforced  by  the  quota  of  vol- 
unteers under  the  fipril  calls  assigned  to  his  com- 
mand— some  2,000;  and  by  further  accessions  of  re- 
gular troops — say  2,500.  'J'he  force  provided  for  the 
main  army  in  Mexico  will  not,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  be  less  than  20,000. 

The  measures  taken  by  the  war  department  to 
rein  lorce  the  army  under  Gen.  Taylor,  we  have  said, 
will  provide  a force  of  at  least  10,000,  which  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  realized. 

Regular  Troops. 

14  companies,  old  regiments,  (nine  of  artillery 

and  five  of  cavalry),  1,200 

10th  regiment  of  infantry,  (10  comp’s)  866 

469 
1,097 

£,432 

400 


13th 

do 

do 

6 

do 

I6ih 

do 

do 

10 

do 

3d 

do 

dragoons 

5 

do 

4;032 

When  these  regiments  are  completed  to  the  es- 
tablishment, the  regular  infantry  will  be  increased 
to  more  than  3>000,  which  will  make  the  regular 
force  assigned  to  the  “Army  of  Occupation”  al  least 
4,500  men,  old  and  new  regiments. 

Valunlecr  Regiments. 

The  four  regiments  of  volunteers  from  Massaebu- 
setts,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  and  Mississippi,  when 
mustered  into  the  service  duiiog  the  past  winter  and 
spring,  amounted  to  3,469;  which,  no  doubt,  from 
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what  we  can  leatn,  has  been  considerably  reduced 
by  sickness  and  other  causes.  Deduct,  say  15  per 
cent,  which  would  make  that  force  now  probably  not 
to  exceed,  2,949:  this,  added  to  the  regulars  above, 
would  make  the  present  force  under  Gen.  Taylor 
6,981. 

The  Tolunteeis  called  out  in  assigned  to  the 

division  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Taylor,  equal  four 
regiments  and  two  companies,  which  ought  to  give 
a force  of  at  least  3,700  men;  the  regiments  from 
Indiana  and  Ohio  will  soon  be  en  route  for  the  seat  of 
war,  as  the  cail  was  promptly  met  in  that  quarter. 
The  strength  of  the  volunteers  being  raised,  added  to 
the  present  force,  makes  an  aggregate  of  10,508. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  Texas  volunteers 
now  in  service,  which  it  is  known  amount  to  more 
than  1,600  men.  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the 
aggregate  force  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen. 
Taylor  will  be  considerably  beyond  10,000. 

We  know  not,  nor  is  for  us  to  say,  what  portions 
of  the  forces  in  the  field  will  be  fit  for  duty,  as  the 
phrase  is,  and  it  is  far  from  our  purpose  to  magnify 
the  strength  of  the  array.  We  may  say,  (what  it  is 
supposed  every  body  must  know)  that  great  allow- 
ance ought  always  to  be  made  on  account  of  sickness 
and  other  casualties  always  incident  to  an  army  in 
the  field,  especially  in  a southern  country  like  Mexi- 
co, during  the  unhealthy  season  of  the  year. 

We  lay  the  preceding  statements,  which  we  have 
derived  from  the  highest  official  source,  before  our 
readers.  [ Washington  Lilobe. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier  & 
Enquirer  writes  dated  Camargo,  May  17,  1847. 

I wrote  hurriedly  yesterday,  to  refute  the  false- 
hoods of  the  Washington  Union  as  regards  the  present 
position  of  Gen.  Taylor,  with  a view  to  injure  the 
general.  The  powers  ‘that  be’  wish  to  make  it  appear 
that  he  has  a sufficient  force  to  make  a forward 
movement  upon  San  Luis  Potosi,  while  in  fact  they 
have  not  given  him  men  enough  to  hold  on  to  his 
present  position  in  case  the  enemy  were  to  approach 
him  with  a respectable  army.  Jealous  of  his  increas- 
ing popularity,  they  are  determined  to  keep  him  in- 
active during  the  summer;  and  not  fearing  Scott, 
they  are  willing  that  he  should  reap  a large  share  of 
laurels,  so  as  to  divide  the  honors  with  I'aylor,  and 
thereby  lessen  his  power  with  the  people. 

Let  it  be  distinctly  stated,  that  when  the  whole 
Dumber  of  troops  designed  for  Gen.  Taylor  gets  on 
here,  after  garrisoning  posts,  and  allowing  from  20 
to  30  per  cent,  sick  and  unavailable,  he  will  not  have 
2,000  to  make  a forward  movement. 

You  speak  of  the  glorious  achievements  of  Gen. 
Scott.  True,  but  hare  they  not  been  performed  by 
troops  taken  from  Gen.  Taylor,  who  first  taught 
them  how  to  conquer?  To  strip  him  entirely  of  re- 
gular troops,  was  a most  unkind  act  of  Scott  and  the 
department. 

The  latest  date  we  have  from  General  Taylor’s 
camp  is  from  the  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune,  dated 

SttUillo,  Mexico,  May  21,  1847. 

A short  time  after  my  last  letier  closed  the  town 
was  thrown  into  a fever  of  excitement  by  the  arrival 
at  General  Wool’s  camp  of  two  Mexican  officers 
from  San  Luis  Potosi,  charged  with  despatches  for 
General  Taylor.  They  professed  to  he  ignorant  of 
their  contents,  but  to  believe  that  they  had  come 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  and  contained  the  intelli- 
gence that  an  armistice  had  been  granted,  and  that 
negotiations  for  peace  were  under  discussion  between 
General  Scott  and  Santa  Anna. 

Exstatic  was  the  joy  of  many  who  are  “in  for  the 
war’’  and  pine  for  the  day  when  they  shall  rejoin 
their  friends  and  families.  I'he  despatches  were  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  Gen.  Taylor  by  Lieut.  Frank- 
lin, and  the  Mexican  officeig  treated  with  the  most 
marked  couitesy  by  our  officers  at  this  post.  They 
profested  ignorance  of  the  character  of  the  de- 
spatches, but  believed  that  the  above  was  their  pur- 
port. Singular  to  say,  this  idea  was  generally  be- 
lieved; for  myself  1 have  so  little  confidence  in  any 
thing  Mexican,  that  i believe  it  to  be  a paper  from 
the  department  of  San  Luis — a remonstrance  against 
the  advance  of  Gen.  Taylor,  or  something  of  that 
character. 

Private  letters  received  from  San  Luis  by  citizens 
here,  brought  by  the  Mexican  officers,  announced  that 
the  inhabitants  were  in  a slate  of  excitement  from 
the  expected  approach  of  our  army  from  this  quarter, 
which  vi  as  looked  tor  by  the  28ih  instant.  The  de- 
■patches  arrived  here  on  Tuesday  and  were  imme- 
diately forwarded,  and  the  protracted  absence  of 
the  bearer,  Lieut.  Franklin,  tended  to  excite  the 
curiosity  felt  to  be  apprised  of  their  contents. 

About  1 o’clock  to-day  he  returned,  and  lo!  the 
bubble  burst.  The  important  despatch  was  a com- 
munication irom  the  Governor  ol  San  Luis  Potosi, 
announcing  that  be  had  heard  of  the  intended  ap- 


proach of  the  American  army,  and  begging  to  in- 
quire whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  conduct  the  war  according  to  the  usages 
of  civilized  nations,  or  according  to  the  manner  adopt- 
ed by  the  Camanches. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  we  shall  march  upon  San 
Luis  at  a very  early  period,  as  soon  as  a sufficient 
number  of  troops  arrive  from  below,  and  from  San 
Lull  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  A communication  received 
from  Genera!  Scott  by  General  Taylor  a few  days 
ago,  giving  a brief  account  of  the  battle  near  Jalapa, 
directs  Gen.  T.  to  move  at  once,  or  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, from  San  Luis  where  be  expected  the  letter 
would  reach  him,  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  So  that 
General  Taylor  will  not  probably  remain  any  lime  at 
San  Luis,  unless  he  receives  orders  there,  but  leaving 
a garrison  for  the  place,  will  proceed  with  the  re- 
sidue of  his  command  lo  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  two  Illinois  regiments  will  march  from  here 
on  the  30lh  or  31st  inst.  and  the  Arkansas  cavalry  on 
the  1st  of  June.  The  two  Indiana  regiments,  2d  and 
3d,  will  proceed  on  Monday.  The  troops  then,  of  the 
old  slock,  will  be  gone,  except  Ben  McCulloch’s 
company  of  Texan  Rangers,  now  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Tobin,  and  not  a company  will  go  to  San 
Luis,  except  the  artillery  batteries,  that  have  been  in 
any  of  the  hard  fights  with  Gen.  Taylor. 

Another  letter  says — “The  volunleera  are  return- 
ing from  Gen.  Taylor  with  great  rapidity.  Ere  this 
be  is  left  without  any  of  the  volunteers  who  fought 
under  him  at  Buena  Vista.” 

[general  orders,  no.  146.] 

HEADqUARTERS  OF  THE  ArMT, 

Jalapa,  May  10,  1847. 

The  despatch,  given  below,  is  announced  in  this 
form,  for  the  information  of  the  gallant  officers  and' 
men  of  the  army  of  Vera  Cruz  remaining  in  Mexico, 
that  they  may  see  how  joyously  their  glorious  achieve- 
ments have  been  received  by  the  government  and 
people  at  home: 

War  Department,  April  12,  1847. 

Sir:  The  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  Vera  Cruz,  and  of  the  capture  of  that  city 
and  the  strong  fortress  of  San  Juan,  together  with 
the  surrender  of  the  Mexican  army  which  garrison- 
ed the  two  places,  eflccied  by  the  joint  and  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  army  and  navy,  was  officially 
made  known  here  by  your  despatch  of  the  20th  ult., 
and  others  of  a previous  date. 

The  expedition,  so  far  as  it  embraced  these  impor- 
tant objects,  has  been  carried  out  iu  a manner  highly 
creditable  to  yourself,  to  the  commander  of  our 
squadron  in  the  gulf,  and  to  the  gallant  officers  and 
brave  soldiers,  marines,  and  sailors,  engaged  in  the 
difficult  and  dangerous  enterprise. 

In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  president, 
it  IS  my  pleasing  duty  lo  make  known  to  yourself, 
and  through  you  to  the  army  under  your  command, 
the  high  gratification  which  this  additional  instance 
of  the  eminent  skill  and  good  conduct  of  our  officers, 
and  of  the  endurance  and  intrepidity  of  our  soldiers, 
has  given  him. 

This  signal  triumph  of  our  arms  has  called  forth 
rejoicings  throughout  the  nation,  mingled  with  heart- 
felt gratitude  to  those  who,  in  winning  battles  for 
their  country,  are  everywhere  securing  glory  and 
fame  for  themselves.  That  the  possession  of  so  im 
portaut  a place  in  the  enemy’s  couulry  as  the  city  of 
Vera  Cri'Z  strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned  by  a large 
body  of  troops,  and  a castle  renowned  for  its  strength 
and  deemed  impregnable  by  its  defences,  have  been 
obtained  at  so  small  a sacrifice,  is  just  cause  of  ad- 
miration; and  while  millions  oi  our  fellow  citizens 
joyously  exult  at  this  splendid  achievement,  it  is 
pleasing  to  refiecl  that  so  few  among  us  have  occa- 
sion to  mourn. 

Though  the  sacrifice  of  life  on  our  part  has  been 
comparatively  small,  yet  the  nation  has  cause  to 
regret  the  loss  of  some  of  the  bravest  and  best  of  her 
gallant  sons.  The  tribute  of  honor  and  respect  ren- 
dered by  a grateful  people,  will  embalm  their  mem- 
ories, and  assuage  the  grief  of  their  relatives  and 
fi'ieiids. 

i liave  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  tlie  U.  Stales,  Mexico. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCOTT,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

The  following  "orders,”  issued  by  General  Taylor, 
have  been  transmitted  by  him  to  the  w ar  depart- 
ment. 

[orders  no.  46  ] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 
Camp  near  Monterey,  May  lrt47. 

Under  the  inslruclioas  of  the  seoretary  of  War, 
the  commanding  general  has  the  gratification  to  pub- 
lish to  the  troops  of  bis  command  the  following  com- 


munication, received  by  him  from  the  war  depart-* 
roent: 

“ War  Department,  April  3,  1847. 

“Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  24th  and  25th 
of  February  and  the  1st  of  March,  announcing  the 
brilliant  success  of  the  troops  under  your  command 
at  Bnena  Vista,  against  the  force  of  the  enemy  vast- 
ly superior  in  numbers,  have  been  laid  before  the 
president:  and  I am  instructed  to  convey  to  vou  his 
high  appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  ren- 
dered to  the  country  by  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  your  command  on  that  occasion. 

“The  victory  achieved  at  Buena  Vista,  while  it 
adds  new  glory  to  our  arms,  and  furnishes  new  proof* 
of  the  valor  and  brave  daring  of  our  officers  and 
soldiers,  will  excite  the  admiration  and  call  forth 
the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 

“The  single  fact  that  five  thousand  of  our  troops, 
nearly  all  volunteers,  who,  yielding  to  the  impulse 
of  patriotism,  had  rallied  to  their  country’s  standard 
for  a temporary  service,  were  brought  into  conflict 
with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand,  mostly  veteran 
soldiers,  and  not  only  withstood  and  repulsed  the 
assaults  of  the  numerous  host,  led  by  their  most  ex- 
perienced general,  but  in  a protracted  battle  of  two 
days  won  a glorious  victory,  is  the  most  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  skill  and  gallant  conduct  of  our  offi- 
cers and  the  devoted  heroism  of  the  troops  under 
their  command.  It  will  ever  be  a proud  distinction 
to  have  been  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Buena  Vista. 

“The  general  joy  which  the  intelligence  of  this 
success  of  our  arms  has  spread  through  the  land  is 
mingled  with  regret  that  it  has  been  obtained  at  so 
great  a price — that  so  many  heroic  men  have  fallen 
in  that  sanguinary  conflict.  They  died  in  the  intra- 
pid  discharge  of  a patriotic  duty,  and  will  be  honor- 
ed and  lamented  by  a grateful  nation. 

“You  will  cause  this  communication  lo  be  publish- 
ed to  the  troops  under  your  command. 

“I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  (Signed) 

“W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War.” 

By  order  of  Major  General  Taylor: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

[orders  no.  47. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation. 

Camp  near  Monterey,  May  8,  1847. 

The  commanding  general  has  the  satisfaction  of 
announcing  to  the  troops  of  his  command  another 
decisive  victory  achieved  by  the  American  forces 
under  Major  General  Scott,  on  the  13lh  of  April,  at 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Stale  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  Mex- 
ican army  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Gen.  Santa 
Anna,  president  of  the  Republic,  is  known  to  have 
been  entirely  routed,  with  the  loss  of  all  its  artillery 
and  munitions  of  war. 

The  army  of  occupation  will  bail  with  joy  this 
brilliant  success  of  the  American  arms. 

By  order  Major  General  Taylor: 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  number  of  cannon  captured  by  our  forces 
in  Mexico  exceeds  500,  most  of  them  very  heavy 


pieces.  There  were  captured  at 

Resaca  de  la  Palma  8 

At  Matumoros,  say  20 

At  Monterey,  about  50 

At  Vera  Cruz,  town  and  castle  400 

At  Alverado  60 

I'ctal  538 


If  stacked  together  they  would  make  quite  a pyra- 
mid. 

Gen.  Scott’s  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
Mexico  is  thus  commented  upon  by  Santa  Anna,  in 
a letter  to  the  minister  of  war,  translated  from  El 
Repub licano  o{  May  16: 

Headquarters,  Puebla,  May  13. 

"Army  of  Operations. — Excellent  sir: — The  com- 
mandanl  of  the  flying  revenue  guard  of  tobacco  of 
Crizaba,  the  Col.  D.  Juan  N.  Caraveo,  whom  i left 
with  his  command  near  the  National  road,  between 
Perote  and  Napalucan,  lo  observe  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  and  to  harrass  him  when  the  opportunity 
might  offer,  has  remitted  to  me  the  accompanying 
documents  whicli  were  taken  from  Ihe  enemy’s  mail 
which  tell  Jalapa  for  Col.  Worth’s  camp. 

“Among  them  you  will  find  Gen.  Scott’s  procla- 
mation to  the  Mexican  nation,  which,  from  its  style 
appears  to  have  been  written  originally  in  Spanish 
and  not  translated  from  the  English. 

“This  proclamation  of  Scou  is  written  with  che 
most  refined  hypocrisy  and  with  the  most  infamous 
perfidy.  It  is  the  greatest  insult  yet  oflered  to  the 
Mexican  people,  whom  it  has  attempted  to  lull  (a 
quien  se  pretends  aetormecerj  to  make  the  victim  of 
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ambition  of  tiie  nation  which  is  the  enemy  of  our 
race,  when  in  another  place  it  feels  no  embarrass- 
ment in  proclaiming  by  the  press  and  in  its  official 
documents,  that  it  carries  on  against  us  war  of  con- 
quest, and  that  this  war  must  be  made  at  the  cost  of 
the  blood  and  treasury  of  this  unfortunate  country. 

“Your  excellency  will  note  in  one  of  the  accom- 
panying intercepted  letters,  that  Scott,  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  United  States  Army,  considers  the 
abore  proclamation  well  adapted  to  aid  the  views  of 
the  invaders. 

“You  will  observe  that  this  letter  harmonizes  with 
others  which  have  been  lately  published  in  this  ca- 
pital, and  which  with  reason  have  been  regarded  by 
all  well  disposed  Mexicans  as  more  prejudicial  for 
the  venom  (poiizona)  which  they  conceal  than  the 
loss  of  a battle. 

“Butin  the  midst  of  the  malevolence  (eneona) 
which  Gen.  Scott  shows  he  has  against  me,  he  does 
ine  too  much  honor  when  he  says  that  they  had  been 
deceived  as  to  roy  real  intentions,  and  that  on  ac- 
count of  this  mistake  his  government  had  permitted 
me  to  pass  to  my  country.  Indeed,  most  excellent 
sir  the  United  States  did  deceive  themselves  when 
they  dreamed  that  1 was  capable  of  betraying  my 
country.  Before  this  should  happen,  I would  prefer 
to  be  consumed  by  fire,  and  my  ashes  should  be  scat- 
tered that  not  a single  atom  be  left. 

“Would  to  God  the  Mexicans  would  open  their 
eyes  to  discover  the  poison  in  the  golden  chalice  that 
the  perfidious  Scott  proffers  to  them,  and  that  the 
reply  to  his  proclamation  may  be  one  shout  of  uni- 
versal indignation  against  the  invaders  of  our  soil. — 
Let  a war  be  made  against  these  without  period, 
that  when  we  may  no  longer  be  able,  because  Pro- 
vidence may  have  decreed  the  subjugation  of  this 
unfortunate  country,  there  may  remain  to  our  chil- 
dren or  grand  children,  when  the  wrath  of  the  Om- 
nipotent shall  have  passed,  the  noble  work  of  re- 
venging the  outrages  committed  by  the  republic  of 
the  United  States  on  Mexico. 

God  and  Liberty! 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

To  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  War  and  Marine. 

The  Mississippi  regiment  of  volunteers,  those 
men  who  so  signally  distinguished  themselves  at 
Buena  Vista,  have  reached  New  Orleans  on  their 
way  home,  their  terra  of  service  having  expired. — 
One  of  the  New  Orleans  papers  says:  “Gen.  Taylor 
was  extremely  affected,  on  bidding  adieu  to  this  gal- 
lant regiment.  When  the  time  arrived  for  their 
parting,  and  the  men  were  filing  past  him,  almost 
choked  with  emotion,  he  exclaimed— “Go  on,  boys 

goon 1 can’t  speak.”  It  was  his  intention  to 

address  them  on  their  return  home,  but  the  recol- 
lection of  the  trying  scenes  in  which  they  had  stood 
by  each  other,  quite  overpowered  him.” 

“army  of  the  north.” 

Col.  Doniphan's  command. — Fiom  the  Matamoros 
Flag  of  the  7th  inst.  we  learn  that  Col.  Doniphan, 
with  a portion  of  his  command,  passed  down  the  Rio 
Grande  on  the  5th  instant.  The  Flag  thus  speaks  of 
Ihem:  “The  unshorn  beards  and  goal  and  deer  skin 

clothes  of  many  of  them  reminded  us  of  descriptions 
we  have  read  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the 
countries  of  the  Russian  empire.  They  stopped  in 
town  a couple  of  hours.  Colonel  Doniphan  is  stout, 
rough  featured,  good  natured  looking  sort  of  a 
man.  He  brought  along  with  him  Clark’s  batte- 
ry and  ten  pieces  of  cannon  captured  at  Sacra- 
mento. The  sick,  &c.,  forty  or  fifty  wagons,  with 
several  hundred  mules,  were  turned  over  to  the  quar- 
termaster.” 

From  Santa  Fe.— Several  gentlemen,  among 
whom  were  Dr-  Ldmondsoii  and  Lieutenant  Hawk- 
ins arrived  here  yesterday,  on  the  steamer  J J.  Har- 
din direct  from  Santa  Fe,  which  place  they  left  on 
the’ 3d  of  May.  Everything  was  quiet  up  to  that 
time,  and  nothing  later  had  been  received  from  Cali- 
fornia. The  sickness  among  the  troops  at  Santa  Fe, 
which  had  been  very  extensive  and  fatal,  had  par- 
tially subsided,  and  very  few  cases  were  occurring. 
The  party  consisted  of  twenty-seven  persons,  with 
four  wagons.  They  saw  no  Indians  on  the  route; 
but  some  of  them  made  their  way  into  the  camp 
one  night,  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  guard,  and 
succeeded  in  stealing  three  mules.  Several  parties  of 
traders  and  government  trains  were  met  this  side  of 
the  Semirone;  but  of  the  latter,  only  one  or  two  were 
beyond  Council  Grove.  One  of  the  trains  was  fired 
UDon  by  the  Indians,  at  the  Cotton  Woods,  but  no 
injury  was  done.  A Santa  Fe  mail  was  brought  iti, 
and  left  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  but  the  letters  have 
not  yet  reached  this  city. 

CoL.  Doniphan’s  DivisioN.r-We  heartily  rejoice 
to  learn  that  the  colonel  with  seven  companies  of 


Missouri  volunteers  under  his  command,  reached 
New  Orleans,  where  they  met  a most  cordial  and 
hearty  Wellcome.  Honors,  gallantly  won,  were 
showered  thick  and  fast  upon  them.  They  look  as 
if  they  had  seen  hard  service,  and  will  remain  a few 
days  in  the  city. 


THE  CHICAGO,  OR,  RIVER  AND  HARBOR 
CONVENTION, 

[to  assemble  on  the  5th  JULY,  1847.] 

COL.  Benton’s  letter. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
May  19th,  to  appoint  delegates  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion at  Chicago,  amongst  others,  Col.  Benton  was 
named  as  one  of  the  delegates.  A letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  senator,  apprising  him  of  his  appoint- 
ment, to  which  he  replied  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  June  8,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  received 
immediately  after  my  return  from  Jefferson  city, 
commands  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  both  to 
yourselves  and  to  ihe  large  and  respectable  meeting 
in  St.  Louis,  on  May  29lh,  in  conformity  to  whose 
resolve  I am  honored  with  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  River  and  Harbor  Convention  atCbicago,  on  the 
5th  July  ensuing.  If  1 had  been  in  St.  Louis  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting,  1 should  have  done  myself  the 
pleasure  to  be  present,  and  should  have  made  my 
thanks  upon  the  spot,  for  the  honor  done  me  by  the 
resolution  which  directed  me  to  be  invited;  and  at  the 
same  time,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  meeting, 
would  have  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  have 
made  my  contribution  of  good  wishes,  and  best 
word.s,  in  favor  of  the  great  objects  of  the  meeting. 
It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  at  Chicago, 
in  company  with  the  numerous  and  enlightened  de- 
legation from  St.  Louis;  but  Ihe  approach  of  the  hot 
weather  requires  some  arrangements  for  Mrs.  Ben- 
ton’s health,  which  are  imperative  upon  me,  and 
which  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  be  at  Chicago  at  the 
time  appointed.  Not  being  able  to  be  there,  and 
anxious  to  contribute  something  towards  the  success 
of  the  objects  of  the  convention,  I shall  do  myself 
the  honor  to  draw  up  a letter  on  the  subject  of  the 
lake  and  river  navigation  of  the  great  west,  and  to 
be  presented,  if  the  delegation  from  St.  Louis  thinks 
proper,  to  the  convention.  Respectfully,  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 
Messrs.  Wayman  Crow,  Edward  Walsh,  James  E. 

Yeatman,  Adolphus  Meier,  A.  B.  Chambers,  G. 

Byrne,  G.  K.  McGunnegle,  I.  Forbes,  Samuel 

Treat,  and  James  Clemens,  Jr. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican,  says  of  the  above: — 
“This,  we  regard  as  a full  endorsement  of  all  that 
the  friends  of  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  western  rivers  and  the  lakes  and  harbors  have 
desired.  An  endorsement  from  such  a high  political 
source,  having  so  potential  an  influence  with  the 
administration,  we  trust,  may  not  be  without  its 
effects  on  Mr.  Polk  and  congress,  in  the  future.” 

A public  meeting  was  called  at  Boston  on  the 
subject,  at  which  the  mayor,  Josiaii  Quincy,  presid- 
ed, w ho  opened  the  meeting  with  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress, in  which  the  boundless  resources  and  fertility 
of  the  west  was  one  of  the  themes,  and  another  was 
the  inducements  which  the  people  of  Bosten  and  of 
New  Engianct  had  to  participate  in  the  advantages 
of  such  a trade  as  the  product  of  thoae  resources 
must  require.  “Let  us  then,”  said  Mr.  Q.,  “send  a 
delegation,  and  send  a large  one,  to  the  Chicago 
convention,  and  as  we  boast  that  man  is  the  great 
staple  production  of  New  England,  let  us  take  care 
to  send  a good  sample  of  the  manufacture.” 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  heaitiy  concur  in  the  desire  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  convention  to  be  held  at  Chi- 
cago, and  cordially  accept  the  invitation  to  setid  dele 
gates  to  attend  it  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers 
and  lakes  involves  the  prosperity  of  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  giving  remuneration  to  the  farmer  of  the  west, 
while  it  reduces  the  cost  of  the  subsistance  to  the  north 
and  south,  and  favorably  affects  our  relations  with  the 
world. 

Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  Massachusetts,  and 
especially  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  improvement  of  navigation  upon  our  west- 
ern waters. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  constitution  of  the  U.  Stales 
the  power  “to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  the  several  slates,”  is  granted  to  congress. — 
That  the  removal  of  obstructions  within,  and  the  mak- 
ing of  necessary  improvements  upon  our  numerous 
great  lakes  and  rivers,  are  essential  to  the  development 
of  our  immense  natural  resources,  and  to  the  internal 
commerce  resulting  therefrom,  and  that  the  duty  of 


making  these  improvements  by  the  general  government 
is  as  clear  and  imperative  as  that  of  building  light  hous- 
es, piers,  and  breakwaters  upon  our  sea  coast. 

Resolved,  That  — delegates  be  appointed  to  proceed 
to  Chicago  and  assist  in  the  deliberations  of  the  con- 
vention there,  with  authority  to  pledge  our  support  and 
co-operation  in  effecting  the  object  in  view  through  the 
action  of  the  general  government. 

In  accordance  with  the  last  resolution  a committee, 
conisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  gemleinen,  was 
appointed  to  represent  Boston  and  nine  other  districts 
ot  Massachusetts  in  the  convention. 

NEW  tORK  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 

At  a meeting  held  on  the  1st  inst.,  the  president 
laid  before  the  Chamber  a letter  of  invitation  from  the 
committee  of  arrangements  at  Chicago,  asking  the 
attendance  of  the  chamber,  or  a delegation  there- 
from, at  the  northwestern  Harbor  and  River  Con- 
vention, to  be  held  at  that  place  on  5th  July  next. 

In  connection  with  this  invitation,  the  chamber 
did  not  fail  to  appreciate  the  importance  to  the  city 
of  every  improvement  that  imparls  additional  secu- 
rity and  impulse  to  the  commerce  of  the  Taber,  and 
of  the  rivers  connecting  therewith — as  well  as  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  concentrating  public  opi- 
nion— independent  of  all  party  influence  or  interest 
— upon  the  great  suiyect  of  internal  improvement 
through  the  aid  and  instrumentality  of  the  general 
government  in  all  cases  where,  owing  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  work  to  be  accomplished,  or  the  local 
circumstances  which  take  it  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  control  of  mere  state  or  individual  action — no 
efficient  or  sufficient  steps  can  otherwise  be  taken 
for  its  accomplishment. 

A resolution  to  accept  the  invitation,  and  to  ap- 
point a committee  to  attend  in  Chicago  on  the  5th  of 
July,  was  unanimously  adopted.  A committee  of 
seven  members  was  named,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number  so  many  more  members  as  could  make 
it  convenient  to  attend.  The  committee  are:  James 
D.  P.  Ogden,  Philip  Hone,  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  J. 
Philips  Phoenix,  Charles  King,  J.  P.  Pearson,  B.  R. 
Winlhrop. 

Another  resolution  was  then  adopted, recommend- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  for  the 
appointment  of  delegates  from  the  various  trades 
and  pursuits  of  business  to  attend  the  same  conven- 
tion. 

A general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
was  called  and  held  at  the  exchange,  which  provid- 
ed to  opprove  of  the  objects  of  the  convention,  and 
to  appoint  a large  and  respectable  delegation  to  at- 
tend on  behalf  of  the  city. 

From  the  Washington  “Union"  of  the  15th  June, 

THE  PROPOSED  CONVENTION  AT  CHICAGO. 

The  object  of  this  convention,  delegates  to  which 
have  been  already  elected  by  the  politicians  in  seve- 
ral places,  is  “to  urge"  the  federal  government  to 
furnish  money,  and  undertake,  without  delay,  a sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  in  the  rivers  and 
harbors  of  the  country. 

Apart  from  the  grave  constitutional  objections  to 
such  a scheme  of  internal  improvements  as  the  con- 
vection is  expected  to  propose,  the  time  for  theragitaj 
lion  of  such  a plan  seems  to  be  ill  chosen.  We  are 
this  moment  conducting  an  expensive  war,  by  the 
aid  of  a large  loan  to  the  treasury.  The  federal 
parly — whose  party  policy  in  this  matter  the  con- 
vention, though  called  without  distinction  of  party, 
is  designed  to  carrry  out — has  always  predicted,  and 
even  now  exults  in  predicting,  that  the  last  loan  will 
be  insufficient;  and  that  a further  loan  must  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Why 
then  urge,  at  this  lime,  a 7iew  drain  upon  the  trea- 
sury for  objects  not  sanctioned  by  any  fair  reading 
of  the  constitution?  Surely  it  would  be  wiser  to 
finish  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  for 
which  large  means  may  yet  be  needed,  before  un- 
dertaking this  new  and  expensive  work.  The  fede- 
ralists leli  us  that  the  expenses  of  the  war  alone  will 
probably  require  a higher  tariff  than  that  which  now 
exists.  Cau  the  friends  of  the  present  tariff,  then, 
with  consistency  and  safety,  take  part  in  a proceed- 
ing, the  very  object  of  which  is  to  add  to  the  bur- 
dens upon  the  treasury — and  that  for  a purpose  not 
sanctioned  by  the  constitution?  What  pressing  need 
is  there,  at  all  events,  for  such  a movement  in  the 
present  juncture  of  affairs? 

Tlie  project  of  a convention  is  presented  under 
auspices  not  likely  to  commend  it  to  the  favor  of  the 
country.  I'he  federalists  of  Boston  are  rallying  in 
force  to  take  a leading  part  in  it.  The  active  efforts 
of  these  men  to  encourage  Mexico  to  protract  the 
war,  and  to  embarrass  the  administration  in  the  pro- 
secution of  it,  are  well  known.  The  scheme  of  in- 
lernal  improvement,  which  this  convention  :s  to 
“urge”  upon  the  government,  is  in  admirable  har- 
mony with  all  tbeir  policy.  It  tends  at  once  to 
divert  means  from  the  war,  to  burden  the  treasury. 
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to  accumulate  new  debt  upon  us,  and  at  the  same 
lime  to  override  state  rights  by  a Lise  and  latitudi- 
narian  construction  of  the  constitution.  No  wonder, 
then,  that  federalism  is  active  in  the  plan. 

But  these  federal  capitalists  have  another  motive 
for  their  movement,  which  they  do  not  conceal 
from  ns.  At  their  public  meeting  in  Boston,  held 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  “a  large  delegation”  to 
the  convention  from  Massachusetts,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Jr.,  the  mayor  of  that  city,  who  officiated  as  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  did  not  hesitate  to 
commend  to  the  west,  and  to  the  whole  Union,  the 
policy  involved  in  the  convention,  avowedly  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  the  chosen  policy  of  the  eastern 
federal  metropolis.  He  said,  with  more  bluntness 
than  modesty  of  truth — 

“The  west  has  a peculiar  right  to  look  to  this  me- 
tropolis. Boston  is  emphatically  an  American  cily. — 
Its  population  had  scarce  a foreign  admixture;  other 
cities  may  be  larger,  but  they  are  composed  of  men 
of  all  lands.  But  Boston  has  always  been  Ameri- 
can, and  will  always  continue  so,  for  the  sagacity  of 
its  inhabitants  lets  no  one  but  a Yankee  grow  rich 
on  the  Yankee  soil.  And  there  is  another  claim  on 
the  sympathy  of  New  England;  there  was  a time 
when,  under  her  original  charters,  extending  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  Rochester  and  Buffalo,  and  Cincin- 
nati, and  Detroit,  and  Chicago  were  as  much  parts 
of  the  colonies  of  Plymouth  and  the  Bay  State  as 
was  the  peninsula  of  Shawmut.  Railways  and  the 
magnetic  telegraph  were  not  then  invented;  and  it 
is  now  our  duly  to  bring'  them  back  again,  and  identify 
them  in  spmpathy  and  interest  with  the  land  of  the  Pil- 
grims." 

The  adoption,  in  its  full  extent,  of  this  proposed 
plan  of  internal  improvements  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, would  indeed  go  far  to  prove  that,  upon 
this  point  at  least,  "the  American”  policy  is  the  po- 
licy now  most  in  vogue  at  Boston,  and  it  might  in 
truth  have  in  time  a tendency  “to  bring  back”  the 
west,  “and  identify  it  in  political  interest  and  sym- 
pathy” with  the  federalism  of  that  city.  Are  the 
democrats  of  the  west  prepared  to  welcome  or  to 
forward  such  a result? 

Mr.  Quincy  has  in  fact  no  hesitation  in  calling 
upon  the  country,  in  terms,  to  follow  Boston  “lights” 
in  this  matter — those  same  lights,  by  the  way, 
which  once  burned  so  “blue,"  and  have  not  yet  for- 
gotten their  old  bluish  tint.  He  says: 

“And  it  is  equally  remarkable^  that  while  power 
travelled  west,  men  have  in  all  ages  turned  towards 
the  east  for  the  dayspring  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
religious,  as  well  as  for  natural  light;  and  that  mil- 
lions of  our  fellow  creatures,  like  the  prophet  of 
old,  on  this  day  bow  ‘with  their  faces  towards  Jerusa- 
lem.’ >^nd  will  it  be  said  that  this  ceases  to  be  the  rule 
in  America?  I think  no/.” 

The  country,  we  opine,  has  not  yet  forgotten  that 
these  same  eastern  federal  lights  are  not  safe.  Men 
misread  the  constitution  by  them.  They  misled  too 
many  of  our  citizens  in  the  war  of  1812,  as  they  are 
misleading  too  many  of  them  in  the  present  war. 

But  this  Boston  meeting  has  favored  us  with  a 
statement  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which,  in 
their  judgment,  .authorizes  the  gigantic  and  unli- 
mited scheme  of  internal  improvements  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  wiiich  the  convention  meets  to 
urge  upon  congress.  The  clause  is  cited  as  follows, 
in  one  of  their  resolutions: 

“Besolved,  That,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  power,  “to  regulate  commerce  with  fo- 
reign nations  and  among  the  several  states,”  is 
granted  to  congress;  that  the  removal  of  obstructions 
within,  and  the  making  of  necessary  improvements 
upon,  our  numerous  great  lakes  and  rivers,  are  es 
sential  to  the  development  of  our  immense  natural 
resources,  and  to  the  internal  commerce  resulting 
therefrom;  and  that  the  duty  of  making  those  im- 
provements by  the  general  government  is  as  clear 
and  imperative  as  that  of  building  light  houses,  piers, 
and  breakwaters  upon  the  sea  coast.” 

The  wisest  and  ablest  of  our  statesmen  have  given 
a more  limited  construction  to  this  power  “of  regu- 
lating commerce.”  Mr.  Madison  put  that  true  con- 
Btruction  on  record  in  his  last  official  message — 
yeioiiig,  on  constitutional  grounds  alone,  a bill  for 
internal  improvements.  Mr.  Madi=on’s  language 
ii  as  follows: 

“The  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  se- 
veral states  [the  very  clause  relied  on  by  the  late 
Boston  meeting]  cannot  include  a power  to  construct 
roads  and  canals,  and  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
water-courses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and 
secure  such  a commerce,  without  a latitude  of  con- 
struction departing  from  the  ordinary  import  of  the 
terms,  strengthened  by  the  known  inconveniences 
winch,  doubtless,  lead  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial 
power  to  congress.” 

1 his  quotation  is  fully  strengthened  by  the  fact, 
that  the  power  to  construct  these  internal  improve- 


ments was  asked  for  and  refused  by  the  federal  con- 
vention which  formed  the  constitution.  In  fact,  if 
this  power  “to  regulate  commerce,”  may  build  rail- 
roads, and  dig  canals,  and  make  rivers  navigable, 
and  construct  harbors  wherever  it  chooses,  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  country,  and  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  state  jurisdictions,  then  indeed  it  is  difficult  to 
see  what  incidents  of  state  rights  or  state  policy 
so  wide  a “regulating”  power  may  not  both  regulate 
and  override. 

Besides  this,  the  very  state  which  now  takes  so 
active  a part  in  urging  this  scheme  of  internal  im- 
provements by  congress  upon  us — Massachusetts 
herself — is  the  best  proof  that  no  such  scheme  is 
wanted.  She  herself  proves,  by  her  canals,  and  her 
web  of  magnificent  railroads,  how  efficiently  the 
states  and  the  people  may  act  for  themselves  in  this 
matter  of  internal  improvement'.  With  such  ex- 
amples as  New  York  and  Massachuseets  before  us, 
we  shall  be  slow  to  believe  that  congress  ought  to 
strain  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution,  or 
pervert  its  meaning,  to  take  such  works,  belonging 
peculiarly  to  the  states,  into  the  hands  of  the  fede- 
ral government;  and  that  too,  with  all  the  dangers 
and  rivalries,  and  abuses  incident  to  such  a step; 
and,  above  all,  when  the  national  treasury  is  alrea- 
dy loaded  with  the  heavy  expenditures  of  a foreign 
war. 

We  deem  the  projected  convention  inexpedient 
and  unwise.  It  is  peculiarly  ill-timed.  It  is  at  war 
with  the  wisest  opinions  and  the  best  precedents  in 
our  policy.  It  tends  to  a dangerous  perversion  of 
the  powers  granted  by  the  federal  constitution;  and 
it  it  urged  upon  us  from  one  quarter  at  least,  and  by 
one  class  of  advocates,  which  should  make  it  an  ob 
ject  of  suspicion  and  distrust  to  the  democracy  of 
the  country. 


LETTER  FROM  EX  PRESIDENT  TYLER. 


TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  RICHMOND  ENQUIRER. 

I have  been  so  constantly  and  unceasingly  the  ob- 
ject of  violent  attack,  during  and  since  the  period 
that  by  an  act  of  all-wise  Providence,  and  through 
no  volition  of  my  own,  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  executive  were  devolved  upon  me,  as  to  become 
indifferent  as  to  what  should  be  said  of  me  by  others. 
Hence  I have  remained  silent  amid  the  attacks  of 
the  public  press,  the  fulminations  of  congressional 
orators,  and  the  bright  scintillations  of  wit  which 
festive  occasions  have  brought  forth  at  my  expense. 
Secure  in  the  possession  of  my  own  integrity,  I have 
for  the  most  part  smiled  at  the  ascriptions  of  bad 
motives  for  my  conduct,  which  had  no  purer  source 
of  emanation  than  in  the  bad  motives  of  those  who 
originated  them.  Nay,  further — when  I review  the 
course  of  my  administration,  and  see  its  efforts  for 
the  public  good  crowned  with  complete  success  in 
the  accomplishment  of  every  important  measure, 
save  one,  which  was  suggested  or  proposed — when 
1 compare  the  actual  condition  of  the  country  on  the 
4th  April,  1841,  with  what  it  was  on  the  4th  March, 
1845 — and  when  1 know  that  after  the  struggles  of 
the  present  day  shall  have  passed  away,  and  those 
who  have  taken  part  in  them  shall  have  sunk  into 
their  graves,  the  greater  part  not  even  to  be  remem- 
bered, impartial  history  will  not  fail  to  write  a faith- 
ful account  of  my  actions,  I may  well  be  content  to  let 
the  brawling  demagogue  or  the  sly  intriguer  indulge 
in  any  measure  of  abuse  of  me  they  may  please. — 
The  tacts  of  iny  public  life  are  matters  of  record  and 
can  neither  be  expunged  nor  altered.  The  impartial 
future  will  see  the  motive  in  the  act;  and  the  just 
historian  will  look  to  the  good  or  evil  only  which 
will  have  been  developed,  and  find  in  the  one  or  the 
other  cause  of  censure  or  of  praise.  To  this  ordeal 
1 submit  myself  without  fear.  My  only  solicitude 
is,  that  conjectures  and  suppositions,  and  mere  naked 
statements,  unsustained  and  unsustainable,  should  be 
regarded  as  authentic,  merely  because  the  source 
from  which  they  How  is  esteemed  respectable.  It  is 
to  guard  against  this,  in  reference  to  one  of  llie  most 
prominent  acts  of  my  administration,  that  1 now  ad- 
dress you,  and  through  you,  the  public. 

In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  25th  May — a 
paper  which  deservedly  ranks  amongst  the  most  re- 
spectable journals  of  the  day,  and  which,  along  with 
others  of  the  same  high  class,  will  hereafter  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  lights  of  history — the  following 
sentence  has  arrested  my  attention.  Under  the  head 
of  an  article  “The  .Administration  and  its  Orgair’  it 
holds  the  following  language: 

“Its  editor,  (speaking  ol  the  editor  of  the  Union), 
had  not  been  a week  installed  in  his  present  otficial 
station,  before  he  began  to  foretell  the  existence  of 
war  with  Mexico,  the  curse  of  which,  by  his  inlluen- 
tial  agency  in  the  Texas  annexation  scheme,  he  has 
bad  more  to  do  in  inflicting  upon  the  country  than 
any  other  person  whatever,  no/  excepting  President 


Tyler  himself,  or  the  speculators  in  Texas  stocks  and 
lands,  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  counselled  and  im- 
pelled to  that  unwise  measure." 

Now  I do  not  mean  to  object  to  the  ascription  of 
great  influence  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  then  senior  editor  of  the 
Richmond  Enquirer,  in  aiding  to  carry  out  the  cause 
of  Texas  annexation.  Far  from  it.  The  course  of  that 
able  and  talented  editor  has  been  sensibly  felt  on 
all  questions  of  public  policy  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century;  and  do  cheerfully  confess  that,  when 
the  Enquirer  espoused  the  Texas  cause,  I fell  increas- 
ed assurance  of  the  ultimate  consummation  of  that 
great  measure.  Nor  do  1 mean  to  enter  into  any 
contest  whether  annexation  of  Texas  was  either  the 
immediate  or  remote  cause  of  the  existing  Mexican 
war.  The  editors  of  the  Intelligencer,  and  their  able 
ally  in  the  anti-annexation  cause,  the  hon.  Thomas 
H.  Benton,  may  have  this  either  way  that  they  plea?e. 

1 will  not  even  stop  to  inquire  whether,  if  the  treaty 
had  been  ratified  by  the  senate,  we  should  not  have 
had  war  or  not,  but,  taking  into  consideration  that  at 
that  moment  there  existed  no  prospect  of  any  im- 
mediate collision  with  Great  Britain  on  the  Oregon 
question,  and,  so  far  from  it,  that  a stronger  feel- 
ing of  amity  had  been  produced  between  the  two 
countries  by  the  then  recent  negotiation  of  tiie  Ash- 
burton treaty , it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  Mexico, 
without  the  hope  of  succor  or  aid  from  any  quarter, 
would  have  waged  war  upon  the  United  States  for  a 
matter  In  which  she  had  no  right  or  interest,  both 
having  been  conquered  from  her  at  San  Jacinto,  and 
the  conquest  recognised  by  the  whole  world.  When 
she  struck  her  first  blow  at  Gen.  Taylor,  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain  had  undergone  a material  change, 
and  stood,  as  the  world  believed,  in  a most  critical 
condilion.  Equally  far  am  1 from  canvassing,  at  this 
time  of  day,  the  wisdom,  or  its  opposite,  of  Texas 
annexation.  Unwise  the  editors  and  others  have  from 
the  first  declared  it  to  be.  The  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  have  diflered  with  them 
in  opinion,  and  the  popular  judgment  having  been 
formally  entered  up  in  favor  of  the  measure,  the  mi- 
nority should  certainly  be  permitted  to  enter  their 

complaints  when  they  please  and  as  they  please. 

But  what  I do  complain  of  is,  that  the  editor  should 
have  placed  me  in  the  company,  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  those  of  whose  individuality  I have  not  the 
slightest  knowledge:  “the  speculators  in  Texas  stock 
and  lands,  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  counselled 
and  impelled  to  that  unwise  measure.”  Now,  the 
editors  have  over  me  decided  advantage.  If  anv 
speculators  in  Texas  stocks  or  lands  ever  counselled", 
much  less  impelled,  me  to  action  upon  that  subject, 
i declare  myself  to  be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact. 
Certain  it  is,  that  I never  owned  a foot  of  Texas  land, 
or  a dollar  of  Texas  stock,  in  my  life — nor  do  1 un- 
derstand the  editors  of  tlie  Intelligencer  as  intending 
to  intimate  any  such  thing.  The  plain  iiuih  is,  that 
1 saw  nothing  but  the  country,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try—not  this  or  that  section,  this  or  that  local  inte- 
rest, but  the  WHOLE— the  good,  the  strength,  the 
glory  of  the  whole  country  in  the  measure.  Nor 
was  it  until  I received  authentic  information  that 
other  nations  were  exerting  all  their  etioris  to  in- 
duce a course  of  action  on  the  part  of  i'exas,  at  war 
as  1 firmly  believed,  with  the  peimaiient  interests  of 
the  United  States,  that  I gave  directions  lo  my  la- 
mented friend,  Abel  P.  Upshur,  then  sscrutary  of 
slate,  to  break  up  and  scalier  to  the  winds  Ihe  web 
olTheir  intrigues  by  a direct  proposition  lor  annexa- 
tion. 1 advised  with  no  one,  consulted  with  no  one, 
save  him,  in  taking  the  initiative.  I knew  “no  holders 
of  slocks  or  owners  of  lands  in  the  matter;”  and  1 
aver  that  the  public  considerations  which  1 have  be- 
fore referred  to,  alone  impelled  me  to  direct  tiie  iiego- 
lialiuii.  Nay,  1 may  go  even  father  and  declare,  iiiat 
belore  the  initiauve  was  taken,  and  when  the  preli- 
minaries were  nearly  all  arranged,  their  completion 
being  alone  prevented  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Upshur 
and  the  appointment  of  an  adjunct  comniissiooer  lo 
Mr.  Van  ifandl  by  Texas,  1 nave  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve iliat  “ihe  holders  of  stock  or  owners  of  land” 
knew  any  thing  of  what  was  going  on — since  secrecy 
was  enjoined  as  indispeiisaoly  neeessaiy  to  avoid 
awakening  into  action  what  we  had  reason  to  expect, 
a more  subtle  and  still  more  active  iiilngue  on  ibe 
pail  of  other  governments,  in  order  lo  eouiilervail 
us.  So  much  1 have  felt  inysell  constrained  to  say, 
with  a view  lo  a true  history  of  the  measure  in  ns 
origin — and  I trust  that  what  i have  said  will  ne  sul- 
licienl  lo  lelieve  the  minds  ul  Uie  rcspeciable  editors 
ol  Ihe  liilclligencer  ol  the  inipre»sions  Under  wbicn 
they  have  seemed  lo  labor  and  to  which  they  have 
given  utterance. 

As  lo  the  thousand  and  one  newspaper  paiagraphs, 
which  would  lain  persuade  the  country  llial  1 was  nl 
leading-strings  during  my  term  of  service,  liist  under 
the  inllueDee  ol  ihis  man  and  then  of  that  man,  1 care 
but  litUe;  and  quite  as  Inditicrent  am  1 lo  the  Ueelara- 
lioD  with  which  sometimes  even  the  senate  thamb'-r 
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has  been  favored,  that  my  administration  was  weak. 
Weak  1 readily  admit  it  to  have  been,  in  the  num- 
ber of  partizans  on  the  floor  of  congress,  but  it  was 
strong  enough  to  carry  its  measures  and  to  illustrate 
most  thoroughly  the  fact,  that  to  keep  the  three  de- 
partments of  the  government  separate  and  distinct, 
no  executive  influence  in  congress,  no  congressional 
powers  in  the  executive,  and  the  supreme  court  per- 
fectly independent  of  both,  is  not  only  wise  in  theory 
but  sound  also  in  practice.  Measures  are  then  alone 
considered,  and  the  executive  may  justly  be  regard- 
ed as  strongest  which,  without  partizans,  was  enabl- 
ed to  carry  throufih  nearly  all  its  measures,  and  even 
now  subjects  some  of  its  opponents  to  the  necessity 
ef  making  speeches  in  public  places  in  order  to  ex- 
plain away  the  repugnance  felt  by  the  country  to 
their  opposition  to  those  of  most  importance.  I am, 
gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

J.  TYLER. 

[The  reply  of  the  Journal  alluded  to  in  the  above 
communication,  have  to  be  deferred  for  want  of 
room  ] 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  TOUR. 


Mr.  Webster’s  speech  to  the  students,  South 
Carolina  College. — Mr.  Webster,  when  lately  at 
Columbia,  paid  a visit  to  the  South  Carolina  College, 
of  which  his  distinguished  friend,  Wm.  C.  Preston, 
is  president.  On  that  occasion,  having  received 
from  a committee  appointed  by  the  senior  class  a 
brief  and  tasteful  complimentary  address,  he  made 
the  following  happy  and  interesting  reply: 

Young  gentUmen  of  South  Carolina  College:  I thank 

you  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  receive  me,  and  for  the  respect  which  you  have 
manifested.  You  are  of  the  generation  which  is  to 
come  after  us,  and  your  judgments  are  to  form  part 
of  the  opinion  of  posterity  in  respect  to  those  who 
are  now  active  in  the  scenes  of  life.  It  will  be  hap- 
py for  me,  if  the  mature  sentiments  of  your  manhood 
■hall  correspond  with  those  thus  expressed  in  your 
youth. 

My  young  friends,  I may  well  congratulate  you 
on  your  present  condition  and  your  prospects.  Y^ou 
■re  members  of  a flourishing  institution.  You  enjoy 
the  teachings  of  a learned  faculiy,  with  a name  at 
its  head  beloved  in  private  life,  highly  distinguished 
in  public  life,  and  which  confers  grace  as  well  as 
usefulness  on  these  academic  groves.  Private  and 
family  afiections  cluster  round  you  all;  a thousand 
hopes  are  cherished  for  you;  all  good  auspices  hover 
over  you.  Every  one  of  you  may  take  to  himself,  in 
this  respect,  the  language  ol  the  poet — 

“Non  sine  Dis 
Animosus  infans.’’ 

Let  me  then  say  to  each  of  you,  “Carpe  diem.” — 
Art  is  long,  and  science  is  profound,  and  literature, 
in  our  day,  is  various  and  extensive.  But  you  have 
youth,  and  health,  and  the  means  of  culture  and 
improvement,  and  can  accomplish  great  objects. — 
With  you  it  is  the  bright  and  breezy  morn  of 
life.  A long  day  I trust  is  before  you.  Let  me  ad- 
vise you  to  be  early  in  prosecuting  the  great  work, 
whicli,  in  that  day,  is  to  be  dune.  Like  the  morning 
of  the  natural  day,  let  the  morning  of  life  begin  with 
devotion  to  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good;  and  let  eve- 
ry succeeding  hour  of  that  life  be  filled  with  acis  of 
duly,  and  friendship,  and  private  beneficence.  The 
evening  of  .such  a life  will  De  full  of  hopes  for  better; 
and  all  be  cheered  and  consoled. 

“By  that  which  should  accompany  old  age, 

As  honor,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  friends, " 

' Young  gentlemen,  all  my  good  wishes  attend  you! 
May  you  here  sow,  with  liberal  broad-cast,  the  seeds 
of  a tuture  harvest  of  honor  to  yourselves,  gratifica- 
tion to  your  friends,  and  usefuluess  to  your  country! 

MR.  WEBSTER  AT  SAVANNAH. 

We  abridge,  from  a very  full  report  published  in 
the  Savannah  Republican,  the  account  of  the  dinner 
given  to  Mr.  Webster  by  the  citizens  of  Savannah, 
•u  the  28lh  ult. 

In  consequence  of  a recent  domestic  affliction,  the 
Hon.  Jusliie  Wayne,  who  was  to  have  presided,  was 
tillable  to  be  present  on  ibis  occasion,  and  the  duly  of 
presiding  in  his  place  devolved  upon  our  highly  res- 
pected townsman,  Judge  William  Law,  who  acquitt- 
ed himself  with  his  usual  dignity  and  grace.  He 
was  assisted  by  L.  R.  Cujler  as  1st,  Dr.  R.  D.  Ar- 
nold as  2d,  G.  B.  Gumming,  Esq.,  3d,  and  W.  B. 
Hodgson,  4tb  vice  presidents,  who  ably  performed 
their  respective  parts. 

'I'tie  disunguisiied  stranger  was  seated  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  president,  and  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Berrien 
upon  his  left. 

Among  the  invited  guests  we  observed  Dr.  Ford, 
the  mayor  of  our  sister  city  of  Augusta,  Gen.  D.  L. 
Clinch,  our  representative  in  congress,  Hon.  Thomas 
Butler  King,  Dr.  Burroughs,  mayor  of  Savannah, 


Dr.  Bulloch,  collector  of  the  port,  and  the  Rev.  Fa- 
ther O’Neill — all  of  who.m  contributed  to  the  flow  of 
wit  and  good  fellowship  that  animated  the  assembled 
company,  who  numbered  upwards  of  seventy  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens. 

After  partaking  of  the  bounties  of  the  table,  the 
president  rose,  and  turning  to  Mr.  Webster,  spoke  as 
follows,  though  in  our  sketch  of  his  remarks,  we 
cannot  do  justice  to  the  glowing  eloquence  of  his 
well  turned  periods,  accompanied  as  they  were  by 
the  grace  of  gesture,  and  harmonious  intonation,  for 
which  he  is  noted: 

Among  the  happy  and  feliciteus  results  of  the  in- 
vcRtive  genius  of  our  countrymen,  in  the  triumph  of 
arts,  and  in  all  that  is  useful  and  practical,  none  is 
more  conspicuous  than  the  facility  of  inter-commu- 
nication aS'orded  between  the  distant  and  remote 
parts  of  our  extended  country.  The  importance  of 
this  achievement  is  more  obvious  in  our  country 
than  elsewhere;  far  spread  over  a vast  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, with  a central  government  and  a national  le- 
gislature, operating  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  ex- 
ercised and  conducted  by  men  who  are  the  agents 
and  servants  of  every  part — how  important  that  ac- 
quaintance and  personal  intercourse  close  and  inti- 
mate, should  exist  between  those  who  are  so  inti- 
mately related?  An  intercourse  by  which  a know- 
ledge of  the  country  and  its  wants  on  the  one  hand  is 
acquired;  and  on  the  other  a mere  just  appreciation 
of  character  and  merit  formed,  confidence  inspired, 
and  trust  reposed. 

It  is  to  this  improvement,  gentlemen,  we  are  pro- 
bably indebted  for  the  pleasure  we  enjoy  around  ibis 
festive  board  at  this  moment,  in  the  presence  and 
company  of  our  distinguished  guest.  And  who  is 
insensible  to  the  emotions  which  this  social  occasion 
is  adapted  to  inspire.?  We  are  here  to  do  honor  to  a 
distinguished  son  of  New  England — and  where  is  it, 
over  this  vast  country,  that  the  impress  of  New  Eng- 
land is  not  seen  and  felt?  Where  is  it  that  her  sons 
are  not  found,  and  where  are  they  found  unaccom- 
panied by  their  own  peculiar  characteristics,  enter- 
prise, industry  and  perseverance,  with  all  the  health- 
ful influences  of  their  beneficial  examples?  Where 
has  our  guest  gone,  and  where  can  he  go  through 
these  Southern  regions,  and  not  be  greeted  by  his 
own  New  England  brethren? 

And  here  permit  me  to  call  to  remembrance,  in  his 
presence,  that  a little  county  some  thirty  miles 
south  of  us,  was  in  part  settled  by  a colony  from 
New  England,  yes,  and  from  his  own  Massachusetts 
loo — and  lha  t when  the  fire  of  liberty,  kindled  in 
New  England  in  revolutionary  times,  rolled  south- 
ward, the  first  spot  in  Georgia  where  it  ignited  and 
flamed  forth,  was  in  that  same  little  county,  the  then 
parish  of  St.  Johns,  the  first  in  the  state  to  send  their 
delegates  to  the  congress  of  the  confederacy.  And 
to  assure  our  friend  and  guest  that  if  his  anticipated 
visit  to  us  had  been  realised  in  point  of  time,  he 
would  have  found  some  of  the  descendants  of  those 
New  England  fathers  here,  to  see,  to  greet,  to  wel- 
come him. 

Bui  we  are  here,  my  friends  and  gentlemen,  to 
honor,  not  only  a son  of  New  England,  but  a distin- 
guished American  citizen,  one  who  belongs  to  the 
whole  country,  and  is  bound  to  us  by  the  kindred  ties 
of  a common  country.  And,  not  only  an  American 
citizen,  but  a distinguished  American  legislator  and 
a statesman — one  who  has  magnified  by  his  genius 
and  talents  and  learning,  the  honor  and  character 
of  his  country  at  home  and  abroad,  whose  fame  is 
our  fame,  because  it  is  the  fame  of  our  common 
country. 

But  1 must  not  detain  you  gentlemen,  and  I give 
you 

The  Honorable  Daniel  IVebster — The  profound  law- 
yer and  tluqueni  advocate — the  distinguished  legis 
laior  and  statesman — the  accomplished  diplomatist — 
the  patriotic  citizen.  We  honor  the  man  who  has 
honored  his  country  and  generation. 

When  the  applause  with  which  this  sentiment  was 
received  had  subsided,  :\ir.  Webster  rose  and  deliver- 
ed a reply,  characterized  by  bis  usual  massive  elo- 
quence, in  which  pure  reason  seems  to  vie  with  fan- 
cy for  the  mastery.  His  speeches  cannot  be  report- 
ed, for  every  word  has  weight,  and  the  omission  of 
one  or  the  substitution  of  any  other  than  that  used  by 
himself,  destroys  the  graiwle-like  solidity  ol  his  struc- 
ture of  thought.  We  only  pretend,  therefore,  to 
give  a skeleton  of  his  remarks  from  hurried  notes  ta- 
ken on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Webster  commenced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  be  fell  bound  to  ofier  thanks,  sincere  and  heart- 
felt, for  the  complimentary  sentiment  just  given,  and 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  received,  which 
excited  his  most  grateful  feelings. 

“1  am  a traveller,”  said  Mr.  W.,  “but  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  my  travels  have  brought  me  into 
“strange  places,”  lor  1 assure  you  that  1 never  felt 
more  at  home  in  my  life,  than  at  the  present  moment. 


“Horaee,  if  I remember  my  classics  aright,  speaks 
of  him  who  traverses  the  sea  s»d  the  land  with  but 
one  idea,  and  changes  nothing  but  the  clime;  but  such 
it  not  my  case,  for  I hope  that  in  passing  over  so 
many  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude  as  I have  re- 
cently done,  I have  not  brought  narrow  prejudices  or 
prepossessions  along  with  me. 

“I  come  from  the  shores  of  the  Merrimack,  in 
New  Hampshire,  my  native  spot,  or  rather  more  re- 
cently from  the  Old  Bay  State,  God  blest  her!  and  I 
come  to  this  the  roost  southern  of  ihe  old  thirteen — 
from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest  lister — and  I find 
that  in  general  devotion  to  the  great  interests  of  our 
common  country,  we  are  all  the  same,  north  and 
louth,  east  and  west,  and  so  may  we  remain  forever; 
and  why  should  it  not  be  so?  It  it  true  that  we  who 
constitute  the  states  of  America,  have  been,  from 
the  beginning,  of  different  habits,  modes  of  thoughts, 
education  and  opinions  in  different  seelions,  and  un- 
der the  operation  of  different  associations. 

‘‘We  were  different  in  all  these  respects,  and  we 
still  remain  so.  We  come  together  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  these  differences  that  then  existed  and  do 
■till  exist,  because  in  regard  to  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  we  wished  to  emerge  from  our  char- 
acter of  independent  states  to  the  character  of  na- 
tionality. 1 do  not  mean  to  dispute  about  names  at 
all!  All  these  states,  stretching  from  Labrador  to 
the  Gulf,  find  it  their  interest  to  assume  in  some  res- 
pects a more  united  government,  and  to  assume  their 
place  as  a new  barn  nation.  Tffls  was  the  grand  re- 
sult of  the  revolution.  It  admitted  a new  member 
into  the  great  family  of  nations. 

‘‘Those  abroad  looked  on  with  different  feelings 
while  the  great  experimant  was  in  progress.  Some 
applauded,  and  many  sneeree.  The  philosophic  Fa- 
ley  doubted!  Many  feared  and  affected  to  despise; 
hut  thank  God!  their  fear  has  increased  much  more 
than  their  disposition  to  despise. 

“Perhaps,  if  we  were  to  take  a just  view  of  things, 
and  to  leave  out  of  consideration  the  outpouring  of 
blood,  the  period  that  immediately  followed  the 
commencement  of  our  revolutionary  struggle,  was 
perhaps  that  which  most  contributed  to  establish  a 
firm  feeling  of  nationality,  which,  together  with  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  produced  a more  permanent 
union. 

“The  revolution  left  these  states  all  independent. 
It  left  them  all  sovereign;  but  they  were  not  known 
as  nations.  They  were  not  known  as  political  com- 
munities. Massachusetts  and  Georgia,  for  example, 
had  then  no  common  principle  of  union  or  common 
means  of  defence.  A casus  was  wanting — a national 
political  character  known  to  the  world. 

“A  nation  must  have  a head,  must  hare  a com- 
merce and  a flag — they  bad  none  of  these. 

“In  that,  I suppose,  originated  the  great  idea  of  a 
constitutional  compact  for  commerce,  for  protection, 
for  general  welfare;  for  these  may  be  considered  as 
general  to  the  whole  country. 

“The  difficulty  of  framing  one  government  out  of 
l^iirteen  separate  ones  was  very  great,  but  it  was  ac- 
complished; and  we  cannot  over  estimate  its  import- 
ance and  its  value.  Now  I would  not  consider  the 
constitution  as  a miracle;  but  I will  say,  that  so  far  as 
this  people  of  twenty  millions  is  concerned,  it  does 
approach  more  near  to  a miracle  than  any  human 
pr^uction  that  1 know  of. 

“The  proper  way  to  judge  of  things,  is  to  look  at 
their  results;  the  constitution  has  been  but  sixty 
years  in  operation,  and  look  at  its  results,  and  the  re- 
sults to  which  it  yet  may  lead. 

“Different  noiions  about  its  interpretations  pre- 
vail in  difierent  sections;  questions  as  to  whether 
this  is  a granted  or  reserved  right,  or  whether  that 
IS  capable  of  such  a construetion  or  another;  but 
they  all  pass  away,  and  the  constitution  still  re- 
mains.” 

Mr.  Webster  dilated  at  some  length  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  then  adverted  more  particularly  to  the  ob- 
ject of  his  visit,  which  was  to  see  southern  culture 
and  the  southern  people.  “I  have  frequently  been 
eskedduring  my  lour,  by  southern  gentlemen,  whe- 
ther 1 would  go  with  them  to  look  at  this  rice  field 
or  that  cotton  field,  and  it  reminded  me  of  an  anec- 
dote told  by  my  friend  Skinner,  of  the  Farmers’  Ga- 
telle,  ol  a man  about  to  be  married,  wfio,  when  ask- 
ed by  the  parson  if  ha  ‘would  have  this  woman  for 
his  wedded  wife,’  replied,  ‘1  did  not  come  for  any- 
thing else.’  ” 

Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  say  that,  during  hia  lour 
through  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  yet  more 
forcibly  in  Georgia,  be  had  been  struck  with  the 
evidence  of  progress  in  the  matter  ot  internal  im- 
provements, upon  which  subject  be  dilated  at  consi- 
derable lenglh,  much  to  the  same  eflecl  as  already 
reported  in  his  previous  speech  in  reply  to  Judge 
Wayne,  the  day  before. 

He  closed  bis  remarka  with  a feeling  and  eloquent 
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•xprcision  of  the  rccolleclions  ho  should  carry  away 
with  him,  and  with  an  acknowledgment  of  his  in- 
debtedness to  the  committee  and  citizens  for  tho  re- 
ception he  had  met. 

After  the  applause  created  by  this  speech  had  sub- 
sided, the  6rst  sice  president,  Mr.  Cuyler,  being  call- 
ed upon  by  the  chair,  rose,  and  after  a few  compli- 
mentary remarks,  gave: 

The  Hon.  John  McPherson  Berrien.— Our  honored 
guest,  associated  with  us  by  long  years  of  private  friend- 
ship and  of  public  service,  we  welcome  him  home,  to  his 
and  our  home. 

The  Honorable  John  McP.  Berrien  then  rose,  and 
responded  to  this  sentiment,  in  the  following  eloquent 
terms— 

3fr.  President,  and  Oentlemen; — I thank  you,  very  sin- 
cerely, for  this  kindly  welcome  to  our  common  home; 
and  return  you  a hearty  well-met,  in  the  same  cordial  spi- 
rit in  which  your  well  come  is  offered.  Indeed,  gentle- 
men, it  comes  to  me  at  a time,  and  under  circumstances, 
which  render  it  peculiarly  grateful.  A long  and  unex- 
pectedly protracted  absence  from  that  home  had  given 
me  something  of  the  impatient  feelings  with  which  the 
school  boy  looks  to  the  vacation  which  is  to  restore  him 
to  the  parental  roof— to  the  scenes  of  his  boyish  eports, 
and  to  all  the  objects  of  his  young  affections.  With  as 
much  of  that  feeling,  probably,  as  the  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  I was  a schooi-boy  would  permit,  1 
have  turned  my  fuot-sieps  homeward,  on  this  occasion; 
and,  in  all  its  fulness,  1 reciprocate  your  friendly  greet- 
ing. 

I rejoice  to  meet  you,  gentlemen,  and  to  meet  you  here 
— around  this  festive  board — in  the  exercise  of  those  rites 
of  hospitality  which  have  come  to  us  from  our  fathers, 
with  the  sanction  of  their  high  example,  and  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  inheritance  which  they  have  transmitted  to 
us.  1 do  not  mean  to  claim  the  virtue  of  hospitality  as  at 
all  peculiar  to  the  south.  On  the  contrary,  I bear  wil- 
ling testimony  to  its  liberal  exercise,  in  all  my  wander- 
ing!—and  can  attest  that  it  is  no  where  more  liberally 
exercised  than  in  the  ‘‘Old  Bay  State.”  But  flourish 
elsewhere  as  it  may,  we  do  claim  that  it  is  also  indigenous 
here,  and  that  it  thrives  under  the  genial  influences  of  a 
southern  sun.  You  have  found  an  appropriate  occasion 
for  its  exercise,  in  the  visit  of  your  distinguished  fellow- 
citizen,  who  is  the  guest  of  the  day — and  it  is  gratifying 
to  witness  the  cordiality  with  which  all  have  united  to  bid 
him  welcome  here. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  as  it  should  be.  It  is  due  to  our- 
selves, as  representatives  in  this  our  own  cherished  home, 
of  the  hospitality  of  the  south.  It  is  due  to  that  eminent 
citizen,  whose  talents  and  public  services  have  so  largely 
contributed  to  elevate  the  national  character,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  But  above  all,  it  is  due  to  the  spirit 
of  patriotism,  to  cherish  this  personal  intercourse,  this 
interchange  of  hospitable  courtesies  between  the  citizens 
of  our  widely  extended  republic,  and  thus  to  draw  closer 
the  fraternal  bond  which  unites  us  as  one  people — to  ce- 
ment that  Union  which  is  at  once  the  source  of  oui  in- 
dividual prosperity,  and  the  right  arm  of  our  national 
strength.  So  long  aa  it  is  preserved  in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  was  formed  and  established  by  our  fathers,  we 
may  safely  bid  defiance  to  a world  in  arms — or  in  the 
expressive  language  of  the  military  chieftain,  who  has 
■o  signally  illustrated  the  prowess  of  his  countrymen 
in  arms: — “When  w«  all  pull  together,  we  can’t  be 
beaten.’’ 

The  honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts,  enlarging 
his  view  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of  that  great  coun- 
try. of  which  in  her  highest  legislative  councils  he  is  .so 
diitinguished  a representative,  desires  to  know  and  be 
known  to  his  countrymen,  "rhe  desire  is  natural,  and 
ought  to  be  met.  A word  then  oflocal  history,  and,  fol- 
lowing out  his  own  thoughts,  of  local  anticipation.  He 
is  now  for  the  first  time  within  the  limits  of  the  youngest 
of  the  old  thirteen  states,  who  battled  for  our  national 
tndependence— on  the  spot,  till  then  untrodden  by  the 
foot  of  the  white  man,  when  in  times  gone  by,  a Christian 
•oldier  and  statesman,  held  high  conference,  first  with 
T9MACHICUI,  the  Yanriacraw  chief,  and  subsequently 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  eight  neighboring  tribes  constitut- 
ing the  political  confederacy,  which  claimed  over  this  and 
the  adjacent  territory,  such  dominion  as  the  hunter  state 
of  society  can  give.  The  cession  of  “the  land  we  live  in” 
w!s  the  result  of  ihese  conferences.  It  was  neither  filch- 
ed from  them  by  fraud — nor  wrested  from  them  by  force. 
The  immediate  followers  of  Oglethorpe  were  settled  here 
and  in  this  vicinity.  A body  of  worthy  and  industrious 
Saltzburghers,  driven  by  religious  persecution  from  their 
native  home,  like  the  pilgrim  fathers  who  landed  at 
Plymouth,  and  like  them  too,  bringing  with  them  their 
spiritual  guides,  found  a resting  place  at  Ebenezer,  some 
twenty  mi'ea  above  us;  while  in  the  southern  extremi- 
ty of  the  ceded  territory,  on  the  banks  of  the  Alata 
maha,  serving  as  an  outpost  or  advanced  guard  to  the 
colonists,  against  Spanish  aggression,  a band  of  haidy 
and  gallant  Highlanders  listened  to  the  pibroch  of  their 
native  land. 

So  humble  were  the  elements  of  the  colony  of  Ogle 
thorpe.  A little  more  than  a century  has  passed  away 
since  these  events  occurred,  and  one  of  the  sovereign 
states  of  this  Union,  with  a population  rapidly  advancing 
to  eight  hundred  thousand  souls,  now  occupies  its  place. 
The  lines  and  subdivisions  of  the  infant  metropolis, 
traced  by  the  hand  of  Oglethorpe,  and  subsequently  ex- 
tended according  to  the  original  plan,  now  present  to  the 
eye  of  the  visiter,  as  it  lies  before  him  a peopled  city,  em- 
bosomed in  the  artificial  forest,  which  shields  it  from  the 
summer  sun,  and  which  even  in  midwinter,  gladdens  the 
eye  with  its  perennial  green. 


I fear  to  prolong  this  trespass  upon  your  time;  but  fol- 
lowing out  the  thought  suggested  by  your  honored  guest, 
there  is  one  consideration,  interesting  not  merely  to  the 
citizen  of  Georgia,  but  also  to  the  American  statesman, 
oti  which  a passing  remark  may  be  indulged.  I refer  to 
the  commercial  position  of  our  city,  affording  an  easy 
access  to  the  ocean,  with  a safe  and  commanding  har- 
bor— and  constituting  the  Atlantic  terminus  of  a long 
line  of  interior  communication,  with  adjacent,  and  even 
with  distant  states.  It  was  said  by  General  Bernard, 
after  making  a reconnoissance  of  the  United  Stales, 
many  years  ago,  that  Georgia  stood  in  the  same  relative 
position  to  the  western  and  south-western  stales,  as  that 
held  by  New  York,  to  those  states  whose  products  find 
their  way  to  the  ocean,  through  her  lines|of  communica- 
tion. We  are  practically  illustrating  the  theory  of  this 
distiuguished  engineer,  by  a line  of  railroads  extending 
to  the  Tennessee  river,  with  branches  facilitating  our 
communications  with  Florida  and  the  south-western 
states.  All  that  remains,  is  an  act  of  justice  on  the  part 
of  the  general  governnienl,  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  our  river;  and  happily,  this  is 
free  from  constitutional  difficulties,  either  real  or  imagin- 
ary. The  obstructions  of  which  we  claim  the  removal, 
were  created  by  the  government  of  the  confederacy,  for 
purposes  of  national  defence,  or  in  the  course  of  the  mi- 
litary operations  connected  with  it.  The  obligation  to 
remove  them  was  therefore  imperative  upon  that  gov- 
ernment, and  its  responsibilities  have  been  transferred  to 
the  existing  government,  by  an  express  provision  of  our 
present  constitution. 

Let  this  be  done — complete  the  line  of  railroads  of 
which  I have  spoken — give  to  the  waters  of  the  noble  ri- 
ver which  flows  beside  us,  an  unobstructed  passage  to 
the  ocean,  and  we  indulge  no  idle  dreams,  no  visionary 
speculation  in  anticipating  the  day,  when  this  city  of 
Oglethorpe  will  become  the  great  commercial  emporium 
of  the  south. 

These  considerations  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  the  exer- 
tions of  our  own  citizens — they  cannot  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  capitalists  in  other  states.  Capital  will  seek 
investment  here.  With  these  advantages,  why  should 
it  not?  The  heallhfulness  of  our  city  may  safely  com- 
pare with  that  of  our  Atlantic  rivals.  'The  “Pontine 
Marshes’’  have  been  drained.  A system  of  dry  culture 
has  been  established,  for  the  irrigation  which  was  the 
source  of  disease.  An  artificial  forest,  both  chemically 
and  mechanically  protecting  us  Irom  miasma,  has  been 
created,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  wonderful  increase 
of  longevity  among  us. 

This  fact  may  be  ascertained  by  a very  casual  obser- 
vation. A visitor  to  our  cemetery,  who  reads  the  monu- 
mental inscriptions  which  were  registered  there  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago,  will  rarely  find  one  which  records  a life 
of  sixty  years,  and  very  lew  which  extends  to  half  a cen- 
tury. If  leaving  these  grave  contemplations,  he  passes 
into  the  streets  of  our  city,  in  business  hours,  he  will  meet 
many  of  our  active  business  men,  bustling  about  in  their 
daily  vocations,  who  have  already  attained  that  age, 
without  the  slightest  idea  of  slopping  there.  Nay  sir,  if 
the  same  visitor  were  to  break  in  upon  us  here,  it  would 
require  no  very  severe  scrutiny  to  discover  even  around 
this  festive  board,  several  lively  young  gentlemen,  ap- 
proaching three  score,  who  can  yet  thank  God  for  the 
capacity,  as  well  as  the  inclination,  to  enjoy  the  good 
things  which  are  set  before  them. 

But  1 will  bring  these  random  remarks  to  a close,  by 
offering  to  you  a sentiment — 

The  City  of  Boston— A.  refined  and  generous  hospi- 
tality is  one  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  her 
people. 

non.  Thomas  Butler  King,  the  able  representative  in 
congress  from  the  Savannah  district,  was  called  out  and 
made  an  interesting  speech. 

General  Clinch,  who  was  present  as  a guest,  was  also 
toasted,  and  briefly  responded,  although  severe  indispo- 
i-itiun  under  which  he  was  laboring  prevented  him  from 
doing  more  than  simply  acknowledging  the  compliment 
paid  him. 

Mr.  Webster  was  called  up  again  by  a toast  from  the 
chair,  to  the  “treaty  of  Washington  and  its  negotiators,” 
and  gave  some  very  interesting  details  connected  with 
the  secret  history  of  that  negotiation;  one  anecdote  in  re- 
lation to  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  Mr.  Fox,  then  the  Bri- 
tish minister,  we  cannot  refrain-  from  recording.  “Mr. 
Fox’s  habit,”  said  Mr.  W'.,  “v\as  to  convert  day  into 
night,  and  7 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  was  early  in  ihe 
morning  for  him.  An  honest  Quaker  said  to  Mr.  W., 
“I  hope  thee  and  friend  Fox  will  watch  and  pray  for 
peace!”  “Yea,  friend,’’  was  the  reply  of  Mr.  W.,  “I 
will  keep  the  day-watch  and  he  will  keep  the  night- 
watch.’’ 

Mr.  Webster  having  retired  from  the  table,  the  fourth 
regular  toast  was  offered  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Hodgson,  4ih 
vice  president: 

The  Tariff  of  all  parties,  north  and  south — High  duties 
of  hospitality,  discriminating  in  favor  of  the  guest,  and 
levied  ad  valorem. 


GEN.  LANE’S  SUPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 


From  the  JV*.  O.  Picayune. 

The  following  report  by  Brigadier  General  Lane 
is  supplenienlaiy  to  his  first  official  leport  of  the 
operations  of  his  brigade  in  the  bailie  of  Buena 
Vista.  He  has  thought  it  called  for  by  the  develop- 
ments of  a court  of  inquiry  held  since  his  first  report 
was  made,  and  by  the  various  statements  made  in 
the  papers  injurious  to  the  character  of  Indiana.  As 


an  act  of  justice  to  the  Indiana  troops  and  as  a part 
of  the  record  of  the  great  deeds  of  the  23d  of  Febru- 
ary, we  cheerfully  give  the  report  an  insertion  in 
our  column. 

Buena  Vista,  May,  1847. 

From  the  comments  of  the  press,  the  numerous 
letters  that  have  been  written  and  published,  the 
many  false  and  ridiculous  statements  uttered  by  dif- 
ferent persons  at  sundry  places  concerning  the  bat- 
tle at  tins  place  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  February  last, 
and  more  particularly  in  consequence  of  the  errone- 
ous statements  invented  and  circulated  in  reference 
to  the  Indiana  brigade  in  connection  with  that  me- 
morable day,  I feel  myself  constrained,  in  discharge 
of  an  imperious  duty  to  give  to  tho  public  a suc- 
cinct account  of  facts  which  may  enable  every  can- 
did reader  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  and  that 
the  public  mind  may  be  disabused  of  a studied  and 
systematic  attempt  at  misrepresentation  and  detrac- 
tion. 

The  disposition  of  the  troops  seems  to  have  been 
confided  to  General  Wool,  and  they  were  posted  in 
the  following  order,  viz:  The  2d  regiment  of  Indi- 
ana volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Bowles,  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captain  O’Brien, 
were  posted  on  the  extreme  left.  The  3d  regiment 
Indiana  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lane, 
occupied  a height  in  rear  of  Washington’s  battery. 
The  1st  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hardin,  were  stationed  on  a high  hill  near  and  a short 
distance  to  the  left  and  front  of  the  same  battery.— 
The  2d  Kentucky  volunteers,  under  Colonel  McKee, 
was  on  the  22d  posted  on  the  right  of  a deep  ravine 
at  the  distance  of  a half  mile,  on  the  right  of  the 
battery,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  were  order- 
ed to  recroBS  the  ravine,  and  took  place  near  Col. 
Hardin  and  to  his  leit.  The  2.d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers,  under  Colonel  Bissel,  were  posted  further 
to  the  left,  and  to  the  right,  at  a distance  of  about 
half  a mile  from  where  the  2d  Indiana  regiment 
were  placed;  which  regiment,  as  before  remarked, 
occupied  the  extreme  left  of  Ihe  field,  near  the  base 
of  the  mountain.  The  four  rifle  companies  of  my 
command,  under  Major  Gorman,  were  at  early 
dawn  of  day  ordered  to  move  up  Ihe  side  of  the 
mountain  to  engage  the  enemy,  some  three  or  four 
thousand  strong,  who  were  endeavoring  to  cross  the 
points  of  the  mountain  and  to  turn  our  left  flank.— 
'fhese  riflemen  were  directed  to  check  their  advance 
if  possible.  Three  rifle  companies  of  the  2d  Illi- 
nois regija^l,  three  companies  of  Col.  Marshall’s 
mount«^egiment,  were  dismounted  and  sent  up  the 
mounly^  to  the  assistance  of  Major  Gorman,  who 
had  now  for  some  time  been  holly  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  The  contest  on  the  mountain  brow  raged 
with  fury  for  ttie  space  of  about  three  hours,  when 
I was  informed  by  Colonel  Churchill  that  the  enemy 
in  great  force  were  advancing  under  cover  of  a deep 
ravine  about  four  hundred  yards  in  my  front  and  to 
the  right.  1 immediately  pul  my  small  command  in 
motion  to  meet  them.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  my  whole  force  was  the  eight  battalion  compa- 
nies of  the  2d  Indiana  regiment  and  Capt.  O’Brien’s 
battery  of  three  guns— -in  all  about  four  hundred 
men.  On  arriving  at  a narrow  ridge  between  two 
deep  and  rugged  ravines,  1 found  the  Mexican  infan- 
try, from  four  to  six  thousand  strong,  supported  by 
a body  of  lancers.  The  infantry  were  coming  up 
outol  the  ravine  on  my  left  and  forming  in  beauti- 
lul  order  across  the  ridge,  leaving  the  lancers  in  tha 
ravine.  1 immediately  directed  Captain  O’Brien  to 
halt  his  battery  and  gel  ready  for  the  fray.  Tho 
column  was  halted  when  the  first  company  was  up 
with  and  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  and  formed  for- 
ward into  line  of  battle.  I rode  in  front  of  the  column, 
and  continued  in  front  as  the  companies  were  form- 
ing into  line,  and  was  much  delighted  to  see  the  offi- 
cers and  men  move  forward  in  good  order;  coolness 
and  courage  were  depicted  in  every  countenance. — 
By  the  time  th»  companies  were  in  line,  and 
while  1 was  yet  ^ front,  the  Mexicans  opened 
their  fire  from  their  entire  line.  In  a moment  the 
left  companies  were  in  line.  1 passed  to  the  rear, 
and  the  fire  was  returned  with  promptness  and  goud 
effect. 

Thus  commenced  the  battle  on  the  plain  of  Bue- 
na Vista.  The  distance  between  the  enemy ’s  line 
and  my  own  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
yards.  About  the  time  the  action  commenced,  the 
enemy  opened  a tremendous  fire  from  tlieir  battery 
of  It.ree  heavy  guns,  posted  on  my  leli  and  a iiiile  to 
the  rear,  which  nearly  enfiladed  my  line.  In  this 
manner  the  battle  continued  to  rage  fur  i.eariy 
twenty  five  minutes,  the  firiug  being  very  severe  on 
both  sides,  the  lines  of  the  Mexican  infantry  pre- 
senting one  continued  sheet  of  flame,  i observed  tlie 
Mexican  line  to  break  and  fall  back  several  times, 
but  their  successive  furinatiuiis  across  the  ridge  en- 
abled them  at  once  to  force  the  men  baek  to  their 
position  and  keep  them  steady.  1 than  formed  the 


270 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  26,  1847— GEN.  PILLOWS  STATEMENT. 


determination  to  take  position  nearer  the  enemy, 
with  the  hope  of  routing  and  driring  them  from  that 
part  of  the  field,  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
lines  out  of  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  which 
had  succeeded  in  getting  the  range  so  as  to  be  doing 
some  execution  nearly  every  fire.  For  that  purpose 
1 sent  my  aid  to  direct  Captain  O’Brien  to  advance 
his  battery  some  fifty  or  sixty  yards  to  the  front,  and 
to  return  to  the  same  point.  He  went  with  the  bat- 
terv  to  its  advanced  position.  I was  at  that  moment 
near  the  left  of  my  line.  Before  my  aid  returned 
to  me,  I was  much  surprised  to  see  my  line  begin  to 
give  way  on  the  right,  and  continuing  to  give  way 
to  the  extreme  left,  not  knowing  at  that  time  that 
Colonel  Bowles  had  given  an  order  to  retreat,  and  it 
was  several  days  after  the  battle  (and  not  until  after 
1 had  made  my  official  report)  before  1 was  satisfied 
that  the  regiment  had  retreated  in  obedience  to  an 
order  given  by  Colonel  Bowles.  The  order  was  not 
obeyed  until  it  had  been  thrice  repeated,  as  has 
since  been  proved  in  a court  of  inquiry,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  colonel.  Lieut. 
Col.  Haddon  and  twelve  other  good  witnesses  have 
testified  to  his  having  twice  or  thrice  given  the  or- 
der before  the  line  broke,  so  unwilling  were  they  to 
abandon  their  position.  The  2d  regiment  occupied 
an  important  position — it  was  the  key  to  that  part  of 
the  field— and  were  unsupported  by  any  other  troops. 
An  evidence  of  their  being  in  a very  hot  place  is 
that  about  ninety  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded 
before  they  retreated.  They  had  stood  firmly  doing 
their  duty,  as  well  as  ever  did  veteran  troops,  until 
they  had  discharged  over  twenty  rounds  of  cartridges 
at  the  enemy,  killing  and  wounding  some  three  hun- 
dred of  them;  and  1 have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  unnecessary,  unau- 
thorised and  cowardly  order  to  retreat,  they  would 
not  have  left  their  position.  1 hesitate  not  to  express 
my  belief  that  if  my  order  to  advance  had  been  car- 
ried out  and  we  had  taken  the  advanced  position  as 
intended,  that  we  would  have  driven  the  enemy  from 
the  ridge.  Although  the  men  retired  in  some  con- 
fusion, the  most  of  them  soon  rallied — say  to  the 
number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty — and  they  contin 
ued  to  fight  like  veterans  throughout  the  day.  Lieut. 
Robinson  (my  aid-de-camp)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Haddon  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  rancho  and 
bring  back  such  of  our  men  as  had  gone  in  that  di- 
rection; which  was  promptly  done.  Capts.  Davis, 
Kimball,  McRae,  Briggs,  Lieutenant  Spicely  (then 
in  command  of  his  company  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  Kinder.)  Adjutant 
Shanks,  and  Lieutenants  Hoggat,  Burwell,  Lewis, 
Foster,  Betinefiel,  Kunkle,  Londermilk,  Roach, 
Rice  and  Zenor,  with  most  of  the  company  officers, 
were’also  very  active  in  rallying  their  men.  Capt. 
Sanderson,  and  Lieutenants  Davis,  Hogan,  and 
Cayce  and  several  other  officers  were  wounded  and 
had  to’leave  the  field;  as  also  Captain  Dennis,  who 
had  fought  like  a hero  with  gun  in  hand,  found  him- 
self from  fatigue  and  indisposition  unable  to  remain 
longer  on  the  field  Paymaster  Major  Dix,  having 
arrived  on  the  field  at  this  moment,  was  very  active  in 
assisting  to  rally  our  broken  and  scattered  forces  — 
He  seized  the  colors  from  their  bearer,  who  was  un- 
able to  carry  them  longer,  and  handed  them  to  Lieut. 
Kunkle,  who  carried  them  triumphantly  throughout 
the  day.'  These  colors,  now  in  the  possession  ol 
Capt.  Sanderson,  are  well  riddled  with  balls— one 
‘’d  pound  shot,  one  6 pound  shot,  and  many  musket 
balls  passed  through  them  while  they  were  in  the 
hand  of  this  victorious  young  officer,  and  they  could 
at  all  times  he  seen  high  above  the  heads  of  the  In- 
diana brigade,  moving  to  and  fro  wherever  it  was 
necessary  to  meet  and  repulse  the  enemy.  Lieut. 
Peck  (now  captain)  of  the  rifle  battalion,  who  had 
been  compelled  to  retire  from  the  mountain  to  the 
plain,  alter  the  lali  ol  his  gallant  old  Captain  Wal- 
ker succeeded  in  rallying  about  twenty  men,  and 
ioin’ing  the  2d  Indiana  regiment  continued  to  fight 
galLnily  throughout  they  day.  The  severe  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  which  the  2d  Indiana  regiment 
sustained  in  the  action  h ill  convey  some  idea  of 
the  danger  they  faced  and  the  tenacity  with  which 
they  struggled:  107  of  their  number  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

At  or  about  the  time  of  the  retreat  of  my  small 
command  under  that  ill  fated  order,  the  riflemen 
were  compelled  by  superior  numbers  to  abandon 
their  position  on  the  mountain  side  and  retreat  to 
the  plain  below.  The  cavalry  which  had  been  post- 
ed some  distance  in  my  rear,  and  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy’s  battery,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire, either  to  advance  upon  the  enemy  and  cut 
them  ’ott  in  case  they  should  reireat,  or  to  succor  my 
small  torce  if  they  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back, 
instead  of  attording  me  the  least  assistance,  left  their 
posiiiuii  u ithuut  leceiving  one  fire  from  the  enemy, 
and  made  a precipitate  reireat  to  the  rear  along  the 
loot  of  the  mountain,  pursued  by  a large  body  ol 


lancers,  who  succeeded  in  cutting  off  and  slaughter- 
ing quite  a number  of  our  foraes,  most  of  them  rifle- 
men. If  they  had  made  a bold  stand  and  allowed 
the  riflemen  and  the  Qd  Indiana  regiment  to  rally 
on  them,  altogether  they  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  check  the  enemy  before  he  had  gained  any  consi- 
derable advantage.  After  these  successful  and  almost 
simultaneous  retreats  of  the  different  forces  on  the 
left,  it  remained  wholly  undefended,  and  the  enemy, 
numbering  several  thousand,  came  pouring  down 
from  the  mountains  and  from  the  front,  and  formed 
in  good  order  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  and  in 
the  rear  of  the  position  at  first  occupied  by  our  forces. 
Soon  after  the  retreat  of  the  2d,  and  while  I was  ral- 
lying them,  the  Mississippi  regiment  arrived  on  the 
field,  and  in  a most  gallant  manner  engaged  the  ene- 
my, but  were  compelled  by  vastly  superior  numbers 
to  fall  back. 

At  this  time  the  3d  Indiana  regiment,  under  Col. 
Lane,  was  ordered  into  the  fight,  and,  joined  with 
the  2d  Indiana  and  Mississippi  regiments,  composed 
a force  of  about  one-fifth  as  large  as  the  enemy,  but 
sufficient  to  engage  them  with  success.  Capt.  Sher- 
man, with  one  gun  of  his  battery,  at  this  timejoined 
us.  The  whole  moved  towards  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain and  engaged  the  enemy.  Here  the  artillery 
proved  very  effective.  This  portion  of  the  enemy’s 
forces  became  at  length  so  closely  pressed,  and  our 
artillery  continuing  to  waste  them  away  with  its 
destructive  fire,  and  they  being  separated  from  the 
enemy’s  main  force,  would  have  in  a short  time  been 
compelled  to  surrender,  when  a white  flag  was 
seen  on  the  field,  and  we  were  ordered  to  cease  fir- 
ing. We  did  so;  but  the  Mexicans  continued  to 
fire  from  their  battery,  thus  covering  the  retreat  of 
their  forces.  This  flag  was  sent  to  the  left  wing 
from  Gen.  Taylor,  in  consequence  of  Santa  Anna 
haring  sent  him  a flag,  which  the  general  naturally 
supposed  conveyed  propositions  either  of  truce  or 
surrender.  Hence  the  while  flag  on  our  part  of  the 
battle  field.  ■ This  flag  proved  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a stratagem  of  the  Mexican  general  to  extricate 
that  portion  of  his  troops  which  he  saw  was  abso- 
lutely in  our  power.  During  the  delay  occasioned 
by  this  interchange  of  flags,  this  portion  of  his  army, 
so  completely  in  our  power,  moved  off  and  made 
good  their  letreat  to  where  the  enemy’s  main  force 
was  posted. 

We  now  moved  and  took  position  to  meet  a large 
body  of  lancers,  supported  by  about  2,000  infantry. 
The  Mississippi  and  a portion  of  the  2d  Indiana  re- 
giments were  formed  across  a narrow  ridge,  between 
two  deep  ravines,  supported  by  one  gun  from  Capt. 
Sherman’s  battery,  and  the  other  part  of  the  2d  and 
all  of  the  3d  Indiana  regiments  were  on  the  brow 
of  one  of  the  ravines  and  parralel  to  the  same,  the 
line  being  nearly  in  the  shape  of  an  L,  and  faced 
by  the  rear  rank.  The  charge  was  made  on  the 
left  flank  of  the  3d  Indiana — now  right,  as  they 
were  faced.  This  charge,  it  is  due  to  the  enemy  to 
say,  was  made  most  gallantly,  and  was  as  gallantly 
received  by  our  forces,  delivering  our  fire  when  they 
were  within  a short  distance.  It  proved  most  de- 
structive to  the  enemy,  felling  many  a horse  and  his 
rider,  breaking  their  columns  and  putting  them  to 
flight,  leaving  many  of  their  companions  dead  on  the 
field. 

Soon  after  this  successful  repulse  the  field  on  the 
lell  was  completely  cleared  of  the  enemy’s  forces; 
and  hearing  a sharp  and  continued  firing  on  our 
right,  and  to  the  left  of  Washington’s  battery,  I pul 
my  command  in  motion  at  double  quick  lime,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  the  conflict.  This  fire 
proved  to  be  a severe  action  between  the  entire  Mex- 
ican infantry  and  the  1st  and  2d  Illinois  and  2d  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  whieh  was  Santa  Anna’s  last  and 
great  effort.  These  forces  had  been  repulsed  by 
overwhelming  nuinbeis,  and  were  retreating  in  con- 
fusion, hotly  pursued  by  thousands  of  Mexicans, 
who  were  loading  and  firing  on  our  men  at  every 
jump,  when  my  command,  consisting  of  the  2d  and 
3d  Indiana  and  Mississippi  regiments,  arrived  with- 
in musket  shot,  which  we  did  by  coming  up  sudden- 
ly out  of  a deep  ravine,  and  opened  a destructive  fire 
upon  them.  Finding  themselves  suddenly  attack- 
ed, and  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  they  quit  the 
pursuit,  formed  promptly  into  line,  and  returned  our 
fire  with  considerable  efiecl;  but  they  in  turn  were 
compelled  to  reireat  under  our  well  directed  tire  to 
the  position  they  had  occupied  in  the  morning.  This 
was  the  last  firing  between  the  infantry  of  the  op- 
posing forces  on  that  memorable  day,  although  the 
cannon  continued  to  play  at  intervals  until  dark.  The 
batile  on  the  plain  was  opened,  as  has  been  shown, 
by  the  2d  Indiana  regiment,  and  the  last  musketry 
fired  was  by  the  2d  and  3d  Indiana  and  the  Mississip- 
pi regiments.  It  should  also  be  slated  that  our  forces 
bad  been  under  arms  since  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
and  remained  upop  the  field  of  battle  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24ih. 


1 have  here  given  a brief  and  faithful  account  of 
the  operations  of  the  Indiana  brigade  on  the  23d  of 
February,  as  came  under  my  observation,  and  there 
was  not  one  minute,  from  the  time  the  battle  com- 
menced until  the  last  gun  was  fired,  that  I was  not 
with  them.  Captain  O’Brien  who  commanded  the 
battery  of  light  artillery  posted  on  my  right  at  the 
commencement  of  the  battle,  as  well  as  Capt.  Sher- 
man, who  acted  with  us  part  of  the  day,  are  deserving 
particular  praise  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct— moving  and  discharging  their  pieces  with  all 
the  coolness  and  precision  of  a day  of  ordinary  pa- 
rade. The  intrepid  and  honorable  conduct  of  the 
2d  Kentucky  and  1st  and  2d  Illinois  volunteers  could 
not  have  been  exceeded,  and  no  commendation  of 
mine  could  add  lustre  to  the  glory  that  should  and 
would  be  theirs.  There  is  enough  of  honor  and 
glory  for  each  man  who  did  his  duty  at  Buena  Vista, 
and  he  must  be  an  uncharitable  and  selfish  citizen 
who  would  knowingly  wish  to  detract  from  any  por- 
tion of  that  glorious  little  army,  with  a desire  to 
augment  that  of  any  other  corps  at  the  expense  of 
another.  The  many  gallant  officers  and  men  who 
did  their  duty  on  that  day  should  not  suffer  by  invi- 
dious comparison. 

If  I have  neglected  to  particularize  the  conductor 
the  Arkansas  and  Kentucky  cavalry,  or  to  define 
their  position  on  the  field,  it  is  not  because  I deemed 
them  ol  little  moment  or  importance,  but  for  tba 
reason,  that  from  the  lime  of  their  reireat  1 had  no 
opportunity  of  seeing  any  thing  of  their  movements. 
They  participated  in  the  rancho  fight,  when  the  gal- 
lant Yell  fell  nobly  at  the  head  of  his  column.  He, 
with  the  noble  souls  who  fell  on  that  day,  should 
never  be  forgotten.  The  ambition  of  distinction 
should  never  prompt  us  to  deface  any  portion  of  the 
tablet  of  fame  which  our  country  will  erect  to  the 
honor  of  the  actors  in  that  battle,  and  the  regular 
and  volunteer  army  should  be  proud  of  it,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  epochs  in  our  country’s  history. 

It  is  due  to  the  commanders  of  the  different  batte- 
ries of  light  artillery  to  say  that  their  efforts  were 
most  powerful  and  efficient  towards  gaining  the  al- 
most unparalelled  victory  of  Buena  Vista.  Ready  at 
alKimes  to  meet  the  enemy  at  fearful  odds,  their 
guns  wasted  them  away  with  their  fire  in  a hand- 
some manner,  compelling  them  to  retreat  whenever 
coming  within  their  range.  Gens.  Taylor  and  Wool 
were  present  as  commanders — the  former  as  com- 
mander in  chief.  They  were  exposed  to  dangers  al- 
most every  instant  of  the  day,  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and  ordering  and  disposing  our 
troops  to  meet  and  repel  them.  By  their  coolness 
and  courage  in  gaining  this  victory  they  have  won 
laurels  and  a lame  that  shall  endure  as  long  as  traces 
of  American  history  shall  exist. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LANE,  Brig.  Gen. 


GEN.  PILLOW’S  STATEMENT. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

An  article  in  th*  Picayune  of  the  29ih  ultimo, 
signed  by  Col.  Haskell  and  other  officers  of  the  2d 
Tennessee  regiment,  addressed  to  the  public,  calls  for 
some  notice  from  me.  This  article  prolesses  to  be 
“a  simple  statement  of  facts;”  and,  in  advance,  dis- 
claims any  other  motive  in  making  the  publication 
than  such  as  arises  from  a desire  “to  do  justice 
for  themselves.”  If  those  gentlemen  had  made  a 
correct  statement  of  facts,  and  had  left  the  public  to 
form  its  own  judgment  upon  those  facts,  I should 
have  been  content  to  have  passed  the  publication  by 
unnoticed;  for,  from  a statement  of  facts  1 have  no- 
thing to  fear. 

This  article  professes  to  describe  the  enemy’s 
works,  and  the  order  of  attack  of  my  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  Ceiro  Gordo.  It  says:  “There  were  on 
the  line  of  works,  extending  from  the  National 
Road  to  the  gorge  of  the  mountains,  through  which 
the  river  passes,  three  works,  known  to  our  engineers 
as  batteries  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  and  that,  by  the  order 
of  battle  for  my  brigade,  battery  No.  1,  situated  upon 
the  river  bluff,  was  to  have  been  assaulted  by  Col. 
Wynkoop’s  regiment,  supported  by  Col.  Campbell’s; 
and  battery  No.  2 was  to  have  been  assaulted  by 
Haskell’s  regimeut,  supported  by  Col.  Roberts’  regi- 
ment. 

Instead  of  three  works  in  this  line  of  works,  as 
those  gentlemen  say,  there  were  known  to  be  four 
before  the  battle.  Battery  No.  1,  situated  on  the 
river  blutt',  and  No.  2 at  the  extreme  left  of  the  ene- 
my’s line  of  breast-work,  and  not  nearer  to  the  point 
assaulted  than  from  four  hundred  to  six  hundred 
yards,  and  batteries  Nos.  3 and  4 were  still  further 
towards  the  National  Road — the  place  assaulted 
made  the  5lh  battery.  Col.  Haskell  (who  is  .he  au- 
ttior  of  this  article)  says  further  that  he  was  to  as- 
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Bault  battery  No.  2,  and  Colonel  Wynkoop  battery 
No.  I. 

It  never  was,  however,  intended  by  me  to  assault 
batteries  No.  1 and  2,  and  no  order  was  ever  given 
to  that  eOect.  He  was  not  ordered  to  assault  batte- 
ry No.  2,  nor  was  that  battery  ever  assaulted.  Col. 
Wynkoop  was  not  ordered  to  assault  battery  No.  1. 
The  position  intended  to  be  assaulted  was,  what  was 
believed  by  both  the  engineers  and  myself,  to  be  the 
angle  of  those  batteries  formed  by  the  long  line  of 
stone  breast-works,  about  four  hundred  yards  from 
battery  No  1.  In  my  official  report,  bearing  date 
18th  April,  1847,  and  prepared  immediately  after 
the  battle  by  an  officer  of  my  staff,  (for  being  dis- 
abled in  my  right  arm  I could  not  write,)  1 distinct- 
ly stated  that  the  points  of  assault  were  “the  adja- 
cent angles  of  batteries  Nos.  1 and  2.”  But,  in  the 
•fter  part  of  that  report,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  designating  the  positions  of  the 
two  assaulting  forces,  1 speak  of  batteries  Nos.  1 and 
2,  without  repeating  In  each  paragraph  the  words 
“adjacent  angles.” 

At  this  supposed  angle  no  guns  could  be  seen,  and 
none  were  believed  to  be  there — though,  on  the  last 
day  of  reconnoissance,  something  presenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  gun  was  seen.  Still  it  was  believed 
to  be  the  loeaketl  point  in  the  line  of  works,  and  was 
therefore  selected  by  the  engineer  on  duty  with  my 
brigade  for  the  assault. 

Agreeably  to  my  plan  of  attack,  Haskell’s  assault- 
ing force  was  to  attack  the  left  of  this  angle  and 
Wynkoop’s  the  right,  so  as  to  engage  at  the  same 
time  the  forces  upon  both  sides  of  the  angle. — 
General  Scott’s  order  of  battle  was  long,  and  reach- 
ed me  about  9 o’clock  the  night  of  the  17th,  and  too 
late  for  me  to  have  the  necessary  copies  of  it  pre- 
pared and  issued  to  my  command.  1 therefore  sent 
for  Colonels  Campbell,  Haskell,  Wynkoop,  and  Ro- 
berts, and  at  my  own  quarters  read  to  them  the  ge- 
neral order  of  battle,  and  explained  to  them  particu- 
larly the  position  of  the  different  batteries,  my  posi- 
tion for  assault,  and  the  order  of  movement  for  each 
regiment,  and  for  the  position  to  be  assumed  by 
each  preparatory  to  the  assault. 

The  assault  was  made  at  the  place  previously  de- 
termined upon,  and  made  known  to  these  officers; 
and,  though  this  point  turned  out  to  be  a strong  work, 
mounting  eight  pieces  of  artillery  immediately  in 
front,  and  two  more  on  a retired  line,  all  which  were, 
to  the  moment  of  attack,  entirely  concealed  and 
completely  masked  by  the  stone  wall  and  brush,  yet, 
up  to  that  lime,  it  was  believed  to  be  on  angle  in  the 
large  stone  breastwork,  connecting  the  batteries 
Nos.  1 and  2.  That  such  was  the  position  intended 
to  be  and  actually  assaulted,  will  conclusively  appear 
from  my  official  reports  of  this  battle,  made  almost 
immediately  after  the  battle,  dated  18th  and  28ih 
April. 

Colonel  Haskell  cannot  understand  why  bis  regi- 
ment was  placed  between  Wynkoop’s  and  Csmpbell’s 
and  Campbell’s  between  his  (Haskell’s)  and  Roberts' 
regiment,  on  the  march  from  the  encampment.  This 
(to  him)  incomprehensible  order  of  inarch,  which 
he  seems  to  think  was  a blunder  of  mine,  will  per- 
haps be  understood  by  him  when  1 stale  to  him  the 
object. 

The  narrow  pathway  along  which  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  march  pierced  the  enemy’s  line  of  works  just 
at  the  place  selected  for  the  assault.  By  iny  order 
of  attack,  Wynkoop’s  assaulting  column  was  to  form 
on  the  left  of  the  path,  fronting  the  right  side  of 
the  angle,  and  Haskell’s  assaulting  force  was  to  form 
on  the  right  side  of  the  path,  and  was  to  attack  the 
works  on  the  left  side  of  the  angle.  Wynkoop’s 
position  was  further  advanced  on  the  road  than  Has- 
kell’s and  therefore  he  was  placed  in  the  advance. 
When  Wynkoop’s  regiment  reached  its  position,  it 
was  to  form,  and  did  form,  on  the  proper  side  of  the 
path.  When  Haskell’s  regiment  had  formed,  it 
cleared  ttie  path  for  Colonel  Campbell’s  regiment  to 
pass  up  to  Wynkoop’s  support.  The  passage  of 
Campbell’s  regiment  left  the  way  clear  for  Roberts’ 
to  come  forward  to  Haskell’s  support.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  only  order  of  march  by  which  it 
was  possible  to  have  placed  the  regiments,  with 
their  supporting  forces,  in  proper  position,  was 
adopted;  and  it  resulted  in  the  proper  formation  of 
each  assaulting  force,  without  the  least  confusion  or 
disorder,  although  there  was  no  road  but  a narrow 
pathway. 

Again:  Colonel  Haskell  says  that  I placed  his  re- 
giment in  position  by  directing  him  “to  rest  his  right 
on  the  right  of  the  path,  extending  his  left  square 
off  to  the  lelt,  so  as  to  form  his  line  of  battle  paral- 
lel with  the  centre  field  work  of  the  enemy.”  He 
then  says  that,  “by  this  manoeuvre,  it  will  bo  per- 
ceived that  the  ranks  of  Colonel  Haskell’s  command 
were  reversed,  the  front  rank  becoming  the  rear, 
and  the  right  of  the  regiment  its  left.”  Now,  how 
it  IS  possible  for  a regiment  which  is  marching  by 


the  flank  to  reverse  its  ranks  and  change  its  wings 
from  right  to  left,  by  this  order,  it  will  be  difficult 
for  any  military  man  to  comprehend.  If  the  right 
of  the  regiment  was  upon  the  right  of  the  path,  and 
the  left  extended  square  off  to  the  left,  as  he  says 
was  ordered  by  me,  it  was  as  impossible  for  the 
wings  to  have  been  reversed  by  that  order,  as  it 
would  be  for  a man  to  reverse  the  position  of  his 
own  arms,  and  equally  so  for  the  ranks  to  have  been 
reversed;  for  they  could  not  possibly  be  reversed  ex- 
cept by  the  whole  regiment  being  ordered  to  face 
by  the  rear  ranks,  which  would  have  turned  the 
backs  of  the  men  to  the  enemy;  and  yet.  Colonel 
Haskell  comes  to  the  conclusion  that,  by  this  order, 
his  wings  and  his  ranks  were  reversed.  I cannot  ac- 
cout  for  such  inexplicable  confusion  of  mind  in  a 
military  man.  To  suppose  him  so  ignorant  of  the 
principles  of  military  science,  would  show  him  ut- 
terly unfit  for  the  command  of  a regiment.  It  would 
be  entirely  immaterial  by  which  llank  he  marched; 
the  order  which  he  says  I did  give,  would,  if  execut- 
ed, place  the  regiment  in  proper  position  for  the  as- 
sault upon  the  enemy’s  works. 

First,  then.  Col.  Haskell  misstates  the  number  of 
works  in  the  enemy’s  line,  and  their  positions.  Se- 
condly, he  misstates  the  work  which  in  fact  I intend- 
ed either  himself  or  Wynkoop  to  assail,  and  the 
work  which  was  actually  assailed.  Thirdly,  the  or 
der  of  march,  which  he  regards  as  a blunder  of  mine, 
was  proper,  and  the  only  one  by  which  the  assault- 
ing parties  could  possibly  reach  their  positions;  and 
the  regiments  were  each  placed  in  the  march  with 
this  express  object.  Fourthly,  my  order  for  the 
formation  of  his  command  into  line  of  battle,  which 
he  says  reversed  the  wings  and  the  ranks  of  the  re- 
giment, was  right  and  proper;  and,  agreeably  to  that 
order,  there  was  no  possibility  of  his  wings  and  his 
ranks  being  reversed;  and  yet  the  public  are  told,  in 
the  very  outset  of  this  article,  that  the  publication 
is  to  be  “a  simple  statement  of  facts,  “which  is  by 
no  means  complimentary  to  the  general's  talents  as 
a military  man.”  Is  my  military  reputatio.i  to  be 
affected  before  an  intelligent  nation  by  such  an  as- 
sault as  this.’ 

Again:  He  says  1 professed  to  have  carefully  re- 
connoitred these  works;  •‘but  the  truth  is,  the  gene 
ral  was  ignorant  of  the  ground  and  the  enemy’s 
strengh  and  preparations  of  defence.”  I did  pro- 
fess to  have  reconnoitred  these  works  and  ground  as 
carefully  as,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  and 
other  obstacles,  I could;  but  I deny  that  either  the 
engineers  or  myself  did  or  could  carefully  recon- 
noitre them,  or  ever  said  we  had.  Colonel  John- 
ston, engineer,  while  engaged  in  a reconnoissance  of 
these  works  was  shot  through  the  body  twice.  Lieu- 
tenant Tower,  engineer,  and  myself  devoted  three 
other  days  to  Ibe  examination  of  these  works,  were 
repeatedly  shot  at,  and  once  holly  pursued,  and  nar- 
rowly escaped  a capture.  On  this  last  occasion 
Colonel  Haskell  was  along  himself.  Lieutenant 
Tower  and  myself  had  as  carefully  reconnoitred 
these  works  as  it  vvas  possible  to  do  under  the  con- 
stant fire  to  which  we  were  exposed  from  the  ene- 
my’s picquets.  I professed  to  have  examined  them 
as  carefully  as  1 could,  but  we  did  not  know,  and 
could  not,  by  any  possibility,  have  known,  the  char- 
acter of  the  works  which  we  attacked,  for  they 
were  completely  masked  by  the  stone  wall  and  brush. 
In  the  strength  of  this  work  we  were  all  deceived. 
It  was  not  my  duty  professionally  to  examine  or  to 
know  these  works:  that  belonged  exclusively  to. the 
engineer  corps;  but  I took  it  upon  myself  to  recon- 
noitre them  that  [ might  have  a personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  ground,  which  could  only  be  acquired 
by  a personal  reconnoissance.  Colonel  Haskell  was 
invited  to  be  present  at  these  reconnoisances,  and 
was  along  more  than  onee,  and  was  as  much  de- 
ceived as  any  one  else.  Who  does  not  know  that  it 
is  impossible  to  lonk  through  stone  walls,  covered 
over  with  brush.’  What  means  have  either  engineers 
or  other  officers  of  discovering  works  completely 
masked  when  the  approach  to  the  vicinity  of  those 
works  IS  guarded  by  the  enemy’s  picquets,  who  fire 
upon  them  every  time  they  come  within  sight  of  any 
portion  of  their  line  of  works?  The  stone  breastwork 
was  extended  from  battery  No.  I to  battery  No.  2,  a 
distance  of  about  800  yards;  this  work  was  at  all 
points  partially  concealed  with  brush,  and  there  was 
nothing  at  the  point  assaulted  which  indicated  con- 
cealed or  masked  works  at  that  place  more  than  any 
other  portion  of  the  line.  No  matter  what  portion 
of  the  line  was  approached,  the  enemy’s  picquets 
fired  upon  the  reconnoitring  parties.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  impossible  for  the  most  skilful 
engineers,  by  acts  the  most  daring,  to  make  any  bet- 
ter reconnoissance  than  was  here  made  during  four 
days’  arduous  and  perilous  duly,  exposed  to  the  con- 
stant fire  of  the  enemy’s  picquets. 

1 knew  the  works  were  very  strong,  and  so  report- 
ed to  the  general  in  chief,  and  that  it  would  cost  a 


large  portion  of  my  command  to  carry  them.  His 
reply  was,  “the  enemy  is  there  in  strong  position 
and  force,  and  he  must  be  whipped,  and  1 direct  you 
to  assault  him  in  the  front,  believing  you  will  do  your 
duty.”  If  we  had  known  the  exact  strength  of  this 
position,  we  would  probably  have  sought  some  other 
place  to  have  assailed  him,  but  it  is  not  probable  wo 
would  have  fared  much  better. 

The  question  is  distinctly  asked,  “why  I assaulted 
battery  No.  2?  why  I did  so  before  I was  ready,  and 
with  so  small  a force?”  As  an  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions, I refer  to  the  following  portion  of  my  detailed 
report:  “Upon  arriving  at  my  position  for  assault,  I 
commenced  the  formation  of  my  assaulting  forces, 
without  the  loss  of  a moment’s  time.  I had  myself 
placed  Colonel  Haskell’s  regiment  in  position  for  as- 
sault, upon  the  left  side  of  the  angle;  had  placed 
Colonel  Roberts’  regiment  (the  supporting  force  of 
Haskell’s  regiment)  in  position  in  a short  distance 
ill  the  rear;  had  ordered  Wynkoop’s  regiment  (the 
advance  of  the  other  assaulting  force)  to  its  position; 
(and  it  was  on  its  way  to  its  position,  with  Colonel 
Campbell’s  regiment  as  its  supporting  force,)  when 
the  enemy,  discovering  our  position,  directed  a most 
galling  fire  into  the  command.  This  fire  was  so 
destructive  that  it  would  ha»e  sweptaway  my  entire 
command,  had  it  remained  in  its  position  even  Ion"- 
enough  to  have  completed  the  formation  of  the  forces 
for  the  assault.  Owing  to  the  impenetrable  chapar- 
ral which  covered  the  whole  face  of  the  country  it 
was  equally  impossible  to  fall  back  and  complete 
the  movement,  even  if  such  a movement  would  not 

have  thrown  the  force  entirely  out  of  position 

Seeing  that  no  alternative  was  left  me  but  to  retreat 
with  the  whole  command,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy’s 
fire,  and  break  up  the  order  of  battle,  and  violate 
the  orders  of  the  general  in  chief,  and  thus  bring 
disgrace  upon  the  whole  brigade,  or  to  dash  rapidly 
forward  upon  the  enemy’s  works  with  the  forces 
which  were  in  position,  I instantly  sent  my  aid-de- 
camp,  Lieutenant  Rains,  with  orders  to  bring  Col 
Roberts’  regiment  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  sup- 
port of  Colonel  Haskell,  and  directed  this  last  regi- 
ment to  charge  the  enemy’s  works.  I also  directed 
my  aid-de  camp.  Lieutenant  Anderson,  to  Colonel 
Wynkoop,  with  orders  for  a similar  movement  upon 
the  works  in  front  of  his  position,  being  on  the  op- 
posite  side  of  the  angle.  Haskell’s  regiment  dashed 
nobly  forward,  with  a shout  of  enthusiasm.”  Hence 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  course  which  I took  of  char<'- 
ing  the  works  was  the  only  one  left  me.  “ 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  effort  to  throw 
upon  me  the  responsibility  of  the  failure  to  carry 
the  work  assaulted  at  Cerro  Gordo  is  alto-^-ether  un- 
just. The  alleged  errors  in  my  orders  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  assaulting  forces,  1 have  shown  were 
not  errors;  but  that  they  were,  on  the  contrary  the 
proper  orders  and  dispositions  for  that  purpose  A 
most  vigorous  and  determined  effort  was  made  to 
carry  them  by  Colonel  Haskell’s  regiment.  It  was 
not  successful  because  of  the  strength  of  the  work 
assailed,  and  the  almost  insurmountable  obstacles 
and  barriers  to  its  approach.  Though  Col.  Roberts 
was  in  close  supporting  distance  of  Colonel  Ha-kell 
being  within  150  or  200  yards,  and  was  ordered  to’ 
his  immediate  support  before  the  latter  was  ordered 
to  charge,  yet  he  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  sustain 
the  assault  made  by  Haskell’s  regiment  before  it 
was  cut  down  and  forced  to  retire.  Upon  the  report 
ol  the  fact  to  me,  though  at  the  lime  I was  entirely 
disabled  in  the  use  of  my  right  arm  by  a canister 
shot,  1 immediately  formed  the  whole  command  to 
renew  the  attack,  and  had  ordered  the  charge  when 
the  enemy  ran  up  the  white  flag  and  surrendered  — 
I am  not  disposed  to  charge  the  fault  of  this  failure 
to  the  misconduct  of  any  officer  or  portion  of  mv 
command,  but  to  the  Gibraltar  tike  stren'>^ik  of  the 
works  themselves.  ° 

The  colonel  further  says  I enjoy  the  reputation  of 
leading  his  command  in  this  charge  at  Cerro  Gordo 
I was  not  aware  that  I enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
doing  what  1 nowhere  claim  to  have  done.  In  my 
official  report  1 distinctly  state  that  1 was  at  the 
head  of  the  column— in  person,  placed  his  regiment 
in  position,  ordered  Colonel  Roberts  to  his  support 
ordered  Coknel  Wynkoop  to  his  position,  and  that’ 
after  having  (for  reasons  which  are  fully  explained’ 
in  my  detailed  report)  ordered  the  charge  of  his  re- 
gimeiil,  I then  moved  across  the  line  of  the  e..emy’s 
fire,  intending  to  lead  ill  person  the  stunning  party 
of  which  Colonel  Wynkoop’s  regiment  constituted 
the  advance,  but  was  prevented,  by  a wound  receiv- 
ed from  doing  so.  If  I had  led  the  charge  of  Has- 
kell’s command,  I think  I should  have  led  it  differ- 
ently and  with  different  results;  and  if  the  severity 
of  the  fire  had  cut  down  all  my  field  officers  except 
mysell,and  driven  back  my  coramaii  1,  1 itiink  I 
should  have  fallen  back  with  it  in  good  order 

GIDLO.X  J.  PILLOW. 

New  Orleans,  June  7, 1847. 
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ARMY  OF  INVASION. 

The  United  States  ship  Massachusetts  reached  New 
Orleans  on  the  19th,  with  accounts  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  II th  instant.  She  brought  155  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  under  charge  of  Dr.  Tudor.  Eight  deaths  oc- 
curred on  board. 

The  vomito  is  on  the  increase  at  Vera  Cruz.  Paymas- 
ter Bosworth,  who  left  New  Orleans  on  the  ISth  iilt. 
sickened  and  died  of  it.  His  brother  returns  in  the  Mas- 
sacliusetts  with  his  remains. 

The  Train  Attacked.— On  the  night  of  the  4th  inst. 
Colonel  McIntosh,  with  800  troops,  started  from  Vera 
Cruz  with  the  train  of  125  wagons  and  600  park  mules 
for  Puebla,  having  8225,000  for  paymaster  and  quarter- 
master departments  in  specie  in  the  wagons. 

At  a well  selected  pass,  twenty-five  miles  from  Vera 


lean  papers  which  we  have  seen  say  nothing  about 
it,  aad  speak  only  of  the  fortifications  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  capital.  It  looks  as  though  parties 
were  marshalling  their  forces  for  a struggle  for  pow- 
er among  themselves  rather  than  to  defend  their 
country  against  a foreign  foe. 

We  find  in  the  papers  a copy  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion, or  rather  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
1824,  which  have  been  adopted.  The  address,  too, 
of  Gen.  Herrera,  Gen.  Santa  Anna,  and  the  president 
of  the  supreme  court  upon  the  former  promulgation 
of  the  new  law,  are  given  at  length.  We  have  looked 
into  that  of  General  Herrera  with  much  curiosity  to 
find  what  be  has  to  say  of  the  war.  He  touches 

■ r -I  ■ upoD  il  only  in  general  terms.  He  says  that  a people 

Cruz,  where  a party  of  guerrillas  had  made  some  pre-  truly  free  was  never  yet  conquered  by  a foreign 

narnttnn.Q  fnr  tLo  nnrnnsp.  an  affanir  waa  ciwiMUQrva/-vi-ialmv  ; » . ......J a*  * . « ^ . ..  ® 


paration.s  for  the  purpose,  an  attack  was  simultaneously 
made  on  the  6th  instant  on  each  extremity,  and  on  the 
centre  of  the  train,  but  mainiy  directing  the  assault  at 
the  wagons  which  they  supposed  contained  the  specie. 

Private  accounts  represent  that  the  attack  was  so  far 
successful  that  forty  of  our  wagons  were  destroyed — 
though  not  those  containing  the  specie — two  hundred 
mules  loaded  with  subsistence  were  taken,  and  thirty  of 
our  men  killed.  The  American  Eagle  of  the  9th  says 
twenty,  but  private  accounts,  from  responsible  sources, 
give  the  loss,  at  thirty  men. 

The  check  was  so  severe  that  Colonel  McIntosh  de- 
termined not  to  hazard  an  advance  without  reinforce- 
ments. Our  troops  accordingly  entrenched  themselves 
behind  their  vi’agons,  and  despatches  were  sent  off  to 
General  Cad  wallader  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  general  left 
on  Monday  evening,  the  7th  instant,  with  a force  of 
about  five  hundred  men  and  four  howitzers.  Private 
accounts  say  that, on  the  10th  a part  of  the  voltigueurs  also 
left,  with  four  howitzers,  to  join  the  train. 

The  Eagle  represents  that  our  troops  received  the  at- 
tack with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  that  the  enemy,  be- 
ing repulsed  fell  back  towards  the  Puente  Nacional, 
which  some  suppose  they  may  attempt  to  defend.  No 
later  news  from  the  train  had  been  received  the  morning 
of  the  11th. 

No  later  news  had  been  received  from  the  army  of 
Gen.  Scott.  The  reason  is  obvious;  communication  has 
been  entirely  cut  off.  But  it  indicates  a necessity  for 
some  cavalry  force  upon  the  line  to  clear  away  the  bri- 
gands which  infest  it,  and  who  must  have  mustered  in 
greater  force  than  had  been  anticipated  to  attack  a train 
guarded  by  800  troops. 

But  the  audacity  ol  these  guerillas  does  not  stop  here- 

They  are  entering  Vera  Cruz  and  stealing  our  horses. 
For  several  nights  alarms  had  been  created  in  the  city 
by  these  predatory  attempts.  Private  letters  say  that 
sixty  horses  were  stolen  from  one  pen  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town.  A regiment  of  Texas  rangers,  it 
seems  to  us,  would  find  ample  scope  for  employment  in 
the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  steamers  Palmetto  and  Edith  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  8, h inst.  The  schooner  Gen.  Wqrtli  had  also 
arrived  with  one  company  of  voltigueurs. 


invasion;  and  conjures  Mexicans  to  lay  aside  their 
animosities  and  unite  in  support  of  the  laws  and 
constitution.  This  done  he  promises  that  their  de- 
fence of  the  independence  of  their  country  cannot 
fail.  Santa  Anna’s  address  is  in  his  usual  vein;  we 
get  no  new  ideas  of  his  designs  from  it. 

From  San  Luis  Potosi  we  have  dates  to  the  25th 
May.  All  is  quiet  and  indifference  there.  There 
were  about  7000  of  the  debris  of  Santa  Anna’s  army 
in  the  place,  but  they  bad  orders  to  repair  to  the  cap- 
ital, leaving  a few  of  the  national  guard  for  defence 
of  the  place.  Fortifications  miserably  constructed, 
nothing  were  doing  in  them. 

They  were  under  the  impression  that  General 
Taylor  would  not  march  on  that  place,  but  would 
advance  on  the  capital,  by  way  of  Zacatecas,  the 
inbabitnnts  of  which  are  said  to  be  highly  favorable 
to  the  Americans. 

Gen.  Urrea  was  stationed  at  Tula,  with  a large 
guerilla  force,  levying  contributions  alike  on  friends 
and  enemies. 
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Mexico. — We  have  through  several  sources,  ac- 
counts from  the  city  of  Mexico,  from  which  the 
following  summary  is  derived: 

The  resiguation  of  Santa  Anna,  (inserted  in  this 
number)  was  followed  by  the  resignation  of  Generals 
Bravo  and  Rincon,  the  arrest  of  Almonte,  and  the 
departure  of  other  Generals  to  remote  points.  What 
action  congress  took  in  relation  to  Santa  Anna’s 
resignation,  does  not  appear.  He  continued  to  ex- 
ercise full  authority  up  to  our  latest  dates.  On  the 
22d  of  April  he  directed  that  every  prosecution 
against  military  persons  should  be  discontinued,  and 
all  such  accused  of  ofiences  should  be  set  at  large. 

Senor  Pacheco  was  named  minister  of  Justice  on 
lhe27ib. 

A letter  from  an  American  officer,  a prisoner  in 
Mexico  dated  the  28th,  states  that  he  had  been  again 
and  again  promised  his  liberty,  and  expected  to  be 
released  on  the  30lh  beyond  doubt.  He  writes  that 
it  w-as  expected  that  General  Seott  would  reach  the 
capital  in  eight  days,  and  he  thought  no  formidable 
opposition  would  be  ma  le. 

The  Picayune  says  that  private  letters  which  they 
have  seen  express  ihe  persuasion  that  General  Scoit, 
will  meet  with  further  opposition  to  his  entry  to  Ihe 
capital. 

El  Republicano  urges  strenuously  that  the  seat  of 
government  should  at  once  be  removed;  the  govern- 
ment should  still  exist,  and  form  a centre  of  union 
for  a rallying  point.  In  an  earlier  article  upon  the 
subject  of  the  defence  of  the  capital,  El  Republicano 
sets  down  the  troops  available  for  the  purpose  as 
follows:  The  garrison  then  in  the  capital  (ihe  26  h 
of  May)  was  not  far  from  10,000  men,  while  there 
were  to  arrive,  says  the  editor,  from  the  state  of 
Guanajuato  3,000,  from  the  south  of  Mexico  3,000, 
from  Michoacaii  2,000,  and  from  Querelaro  1,000- — 
VVe  inter  from  allusions  made  to  an  article  in  El 
Rezonador  that  the  latter  paper  ridicules  the  idea  of 
making  any  defence  of  the  city,  says  the  Picayune: 

We  see  nothing  in  the  paper  about  the  formidable 
works  said  to  be  going  on  at  Rio  Frio.  We  are 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  resistance  anticipated 
at  this  point  has  been  much  exaggerated.  The  MeX' 


Crops  of  Wheat. — Wheat  Harvest  has  commen- 
ced this  week  in  Virginia.  The  quality  of  the  grain  is 
excelletit — the  yield,  is  a fair  average.  Next  week  the 
Delaware  and  Maryland  wheal  will  bo  cut.  If  the  wea- 
ther proves  favorable  the  farmers  will  secure  more  and 
better  quality  grain  than  was  secured  last  harvest  in 
these  slates.  The  weather  for  two  weeks  has  been  as 
favorable  as  it  could  be  lor  the  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  ve- 
getables and  tobacco.  Heaven  smiles  upon  us,  and  the 
earth  yields  abundance. 

Accounts  from  all  directions  confirm  the  impressions 
expressed  in  outlast,  that  the  wheat  crop  of  J847  in  the 
United  Slates  will  be  a full  average  crop — 

Of  Corn,  it  is  too  early  to  say  more  than  that  the  wea- 
ther is  favorable,  and  prospects  fair  for  the  largest  crop 
ever  made  in  this  country. 

New  Jersey  sends  a delegation  from  each  county  in 
the  state  to  the  Chicago  convention. 

Magnetic  Tei.egraphs  —On  the  arrival  of  the  Cam- 
bria at  Boston  last  week,  a despatch  was  instantly  sent 
on  to  Baltimore,  reporting  an  advance  in  the  price  at 
flour  to  60s.  It  was  so  soon  followed  by  counter  state- 
ments, that  the  imposition  failed  to  take  effect.  A simi- 
lar despatch  was  sent  on  to  Buffalo,  via  Albany,  which 
appears  to  have  been  more  successful.  A general  burst 
of  indignation  from  all  the  business  community  against 
the  parties  suspected,  as  well  as  against  the  medium 
through  which  it  was  conveyed,  is  manifested  at  Buffalo, 
Rochester,  and  other  points. 

The  Western  line  of  telegraph  is  abou  t to  be  extended 
from  Pittsburg  to  Louisville,  and  is  expected  to  reach  St. 
Louis  by  the  1st  of  January. 

The  line  from  .Mobile  to  New  Orleans  is  to  be  in  ope- 
ration by  the  1st  of  August. 

The  Maryland  (Administration)  Gubernatorial 
Convention,  assembled  at  Annapolis  on  the  24th.  Wm. 
W.  W.  Bowie,  Esq.  presiding.  The  first  ballot  stood — 
Hon.  Philip  Francis  '1'homas  56;  Jas.  A.  Stewart  37; 
Dr.  C Humphryes  7;  Col.  Edward  Lloyd  3.  The  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Tliomas  was  therefore  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Atlantic  Steamers.  Great  interest  is  manifested 
in  the  performance  of  Ihe  steamer  Washington, 
which  left  New  York,  as  one  of  the  U.  S.  mail  line, 
to  Europe.  Bets  to  a heavy  amount  are  pending  on 
her  beating  the  Britannia,  which  left  Boston  for  Liv- 
erpool two  hours  and  a half  before  the  Washington 
left  N.  York.  The  Washington  has  been  spoken  and 
reported  successively  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  7th  days 
out,  and  according  to  tiie  progress  made,  would  be 
12|  days  in  making  Ihe  passage  to  Portsmouth,  which 
falls  below  what  was  expected  of  her — not  quite 
neating  ten  knots  to  the  hour.  What  a revolution! 
We  have  this  year  the  British  steamer  from  Liver- 
pool t»  Boston,  the  French  line,  from  Havre  to  New 
York,  the  first  of  which  is  now  hourly  expected — 
and  the  American  lino  from  New  York  to  South- 
ampton and  Bremen,  first  started,  ami  there  are  now 
pieparing  three  additional  lines  of  large  boats  each; 
besides  the  Sarah  Sands  and  such  bouts  as  go  on  their 
own  hook.  1'he  three  lines  now  building  are  the 
American  line  from  N.  York  to  Liverpool — the  addi- 
tional British  line  from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  of 


which  the  first  boat  has  just  been  launched  at  Green- 
nock— and  the  Belgium  and  Prussian  line,  which 
will  soon  be  set  on  foot.  All  these  will  make  an 
aggregate  of  twenty  four  steamers  engaged  in  th« 
regular  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Europe, 
besides  the  odd  ones.  In  one  year,  when  these  lines 
ol  Atlantic  steamers,  and  the  principal  railroads  on 
the  continent  shall  haye  been  completed,  there  will 
be  a regular  arrival  at  New  York  from  Europe,  three 
tunes  a week,  or  every  second  and  third  day  in  the 
season,  and  half  as  often  in  the  winter. 

The  New  York  Herald  has  a letter  from  its  editor 
in  Pans  which  says  that  the  governments  of  Belgium 
and  Prussia  have  made  arrangements  to  establish  a 
fine  of  four  large  steamers  between  Antwerp  and  N. 
York.  Each  governments  is  to  furnish  the  funds  to 
construct  two  apiece  The  letter  says:  “This  is  a 
very  important  movement,  in  connection  with  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  New  York  and  the 
north  of  Germany.  In  about  a year  the  great  line 
of  railroads  from  Antwerp  to  Berlin  will  bo  com- 
plete.  This  line  is  now  finished  from  the  Antwerp  to 
the  Rhine  at  Cologne,  also  from  Berliii  to  the  Weser. 
Last  summer  I travelled  all  the  distance  that  had 
then  been  finished,  which  was  the  space  between 
Antwerp  and  Cologne,  and  between  Hanover  and 
Berlin.  When  finished,  the  whole  line  from  An- 
twerp to  Berlin  can  be  trayelled  in  twenty  hours;— 
and  from  Berlin  to  Vienna  in  forty  hours  more.  The 
intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and  Germany 
will  then  be  as  rapid  as  that  between  the  U.  Slates 
and  England. 

TRIBUTES  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Lieut.  Col.  Miles,  of  the  gallant  U.  S.  7th  infan 
try,  reached  Baltimore  a few  days  since,  and  wa- 
most  cordially  received.  A native  of  Baltimore  co., 
where  his  friends  and  family  reside,  the  communitys 
of  course  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and 
appreciating  his  worth  as  a man,  and  have  largely 
shared  in  the  gratification  afforded  by  his  services  as 
an  officer.  A number  of  his  friends  associated  to 
to  invite  the  Colonel  during  his  brief  sojourn  amongst 
us,  to  partake  of  a complimentary  dinner.  The  in- 
vitation was  accepted,  and  the  company  set  down  to 
a sumptuous  repast  prepared  by  Mr.  Dorsey  at  the 
Exchange  Hotel,  on  the  19th  ult: 

Major  General  George  Steuart,  acted  as  chair- 
man— Colonel  N.  Hickman,  vice  chairman: 

Amongst  the  toasts  drank  on  the  occasion,  accom- 
panied by  sentiments  were — 

Our  Country — The  Constitution— The  President 
of  the  United  States — The  Slate  of  Maryland —The  citi  ■ 
zen  soldiers  of  the  Republic — The  Army— The  Mavy. 

8.  Our  Guest,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  S.  Miles 
While  the  companions  of  his  youth  are  welcoming 
him  back  with  grateful  emotion  to  the  scenes  ofhis 
childhood,  a louder  voice  proclaims  the  soldiers 
reward — a nation's  gratitude  for  the  soldier’s  service. 

After  the  rounds  of  applause  with  which  this  sen- 
timent was  received,  had  subsided,  the  chairman 
rose,  and  in  a very  neat  manner  referring  to  the  in. 
terest  with  which  every  step  of  Col.  Miles’s  career 
had  been  regarded  here — his  share  in  the  defence  of 
Fort  Brown — his  being  entrusted  with  the  command 
of  the  advance  corps  on  our  troops  crossing  the  Rio 
Grande — and  advancing  on  Camargo,  thence  to  Cer- 
alvo,  finally  to  Monterey,  on  occupying  of  which 
Col.  Miles  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  place — 
and  subsequently  ordered  to  the  South,  it  was  his 
enviable  fortune  to  partake  in  the  attack  on  Vera 
Cruz.  Twice  already  brevetied  for  distinguished 
services,  and  always  distinguished  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct,  his  fellow  citizens  of  all  parties,  united 
on  this  occasion  in  asking  acceptance  of  a sword 
which  was  now  presented  in  testimony  of  their  high 
regard. 

Col.  Miles,  in  a very  neat  and  delicate  reply,  ex- 
pressed the  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  which  such  a 
mark  of  approbation  , was  calculated  to  inspire.  Ha 
accepted  the  sword.  “It  will  ever  be  my  pride  and 
sacred  duty  to  u-e  this,  their  evidences  of  regard, 
where  our  country  needs  a defence,  mindful  on  all 
occasions  to  keep  its  blade  as  free  from  dishonorable 
stain,  as  is  bright  and  glowing  the  patriotism  of  its 
donors.’’ 

Col.  M.  concluded  by  giving. 

The  Patriotic  citizens  of  Baltimore. — Ever  retaining 
in  the  muster  roll  of  their  minds,  the  kindest  recol- 
lection of  the  deeds  of  her  warrior  sons — whether 
dead  or  living. 

The  remaining  toasts,  regular  and  volunteer,  were 
of  the  inspiration  of  the  times — many  of  them  first 
rale.  We  had  a selection  from  them  for  insertion, 
but  space  fails. 

Officers  of  every  grade,  that  have  distinguished 
themselves,  were  not  forgotten — many  were  named 
with  appropriate  compliment — we  conclude  with — 
“Tne  Maryland  Line” — long  enough  for  any  euier. 
gency — we  offer  Miles  of  it  as  a sample  of  iti  qual. 
ity.” 
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The  President’s  tour  to  the  east.  The  first  stop- 
ping place  after  quitting  Baltimore,  was  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  to  which  the  president  and  his  party  were 
conveyed  in  one  of  the  most  splendid  cars  that  has 
yet  been  placed  upon  any  railway  in  this  country.  It 
was  run  on  this  occasion  for  the  first  time,  and  is 
from  the  workshop  of  the  company,  constructed  under 
the  superintendance  of  Jesse  Osmond,  at  a cost  of 
JJ3000.  The  train  reached  Wilmington  in  exactly 
three  hours  after  leaving  Baltimore;  part  of  the  way 
was  run  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  houi. 

M TVllmington,  the  party  were  received  and  wel- 
comed by  the  public  authorities;  the  venerable  Col. 
S.  C.  Davies  made  a short  address,  to  which  the  pre- 
sident responded.  A circuit  of  the  beautiful  city 
was  made,  a collation  enjoyed,  and  a respectful  leave 
taken. 

The  progress  up  the  Delaware  was  delightful.  A 
sumptuous  repast  on  board  the  steamboat — the  stop- 
ping places  all  crowded  with  cheering  multitudes — 
every  ship  in  the  stream  gaily  decorated — national 
salutes  from  those  belonging  to  the  government^im- 

mense  throngs  upon  the  wharves  at  Philadelphia 

The  president  was  received  upon  lauding  by  Commo- 
dore Stewart,  Major  General  Patterson  and  other 
distinguished  persons,  partook  of  refreshments  at 
the  commodore’s  quarters,  and  from  thence  proceed- 
ed under  an  escort  to  the  residence  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent Dallas,  whose  guest  he  remained  for  the  occa- 
sion. 

The  president  was  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  Attor- 
ney general,  N.  Clifford,  Ewd.  Burk,  commissioner 
of  the  Patent  office,  and  John  Appleton,  chief  clerk 
of  the  navy  department. 

We  neglected  to  mention  that  so  soon  as  the  “fare- 
well” from  the  state  of  Delaware  was- delivered  by 
Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Allorney  General  of  Pennsylvania, 
Champneys,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  addre.ssed 
the  president  “in  warm  welcome  to  the  Key  Stane 
■tate,”  to  which  the  president  replied  in  a patriotic 
strain,  expressed  his  attachment  to  the  whole  coun- 
try— the  beloved  Union,  his  determination  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  as  far  as  in  his  power  laid,  as  faith- 
fully as  the  fathers  of  the  country  designed. 

Besides  the  official  arrangements  made  by  the  city 
authorities  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of 
the  chief  magistrate,  a public  meeting  had  been  held 
by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia;  a committee  of  “sev- 
enty six”  was  appointed  in  their  behalf,  to  adopt  and 
carry  out  suitable  measures  for  the  occasion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24lh  the  president  visited 
Laurel  Hill,  Fairmount,  Girard  College,  the  Mint, 
and  the  Model  school.  At  the  latter  he  was  welcomed 
by  an  address  from  one  of  the  scholars,  to  which  the 
president  responded  in  appropriate  terms. 

The  Councils  of  the  city  assembled  in  convention, 
invited  the  attendance  of  the  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen, and  the  whole  proceeded  in  procession  from 
the  City  Hall  to  the  Hall  of  Independence,  where  in 
a short  time  President  Pole,  Vice  President  Dallas, 
Attorney  General  Clifford,  and  a private  secretary 
soon  after  made  their  appearance  and  were  received 
and  welcomed  by  the  mayor  on  behalf  of  the  corpo- 
rate authorities  of  Philadelphia,  with  a few  brief  and 
appropriate  remarks.  The  president  responded  in  a 
very  eloquent  strain,  to  which  the  incidents  connec- 
ted with  the  history  of  (he  room  in  which  they  were 
then  assembled  appeared  to  give  inspiration.  It  was 
the  sanctified  hall  in  which  the  fathers  of  the  nation 
had  declared  Independence,  and  in  which  Lafayette 
had  subsequently  been  honored.  Contrasting  the  dif- 
ference in  the  condition  of  the  country  in  1776,  with 
its  present  condition,  and  glancing  at  the  difference 
between  tlie  present  time  and  the  probable  condition 
when  seventy  years  hence,  a president  of  these  Uni- 
States  shall  be  received  within  these  walls,  the  theme 
could  not  fail  to  arouse  a high  pulse  and  patriotic  fee- 
lings, in  both  audience  and  speaker. 

The  usual  ceremony  of  introduction  occupied  some 
hours,  after  which  the  visiting  party  retired,  and  in 
the  alternoon  joined  a select  dinner  party  at  the  vice 
president’s. 
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A deputation  was  sent  on  from  New  York  to  meet 
and  escort  the  president  from  Philadelphia.  They 
were  met  on  their  route  thither,  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th  at  South  Amboy,  N.  J.  by  a number  of 
steamboats  from  New  York,  one  freighted  with  the 
Tammany  Society,  another  with  the  Democratic  Re- 
publican Committee  with  their  numerous  guests  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  At  1 1 A.  M.  at  S.  Amboy 
the  New  York  committee  received  the  president  and 
his  party  from  the  Philadelphia  committee  with  ap' 
propriate  ceremonies  and  speeches.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Franklin,  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  N. 
York,  on  his  tendering  to  him  a welcome  and  the 
hospitalities  of  that  city,  the  president  said: 

“He  felt  the  welcome  was  not  to  the  individual,  but 

was  intended  to  the  high  position  which  he  filled 

He  was  glad  the  welcome  was  not  of  party;  he 
comes  not  as  such,  but  to  visit  the  northern  people  of 
his  country,  with  which  he  has  not  been  so  familiar 
as  with  others.  As  to  his  position,  his  object  is  the 
good  of  his  country;  and  he  hoped  that,  by  doing 
his  duty,  and  his  whole  duty,  to  hand  over  the  posi- 
tion he  now  fills  to  his  successor,  with  the  privileges 
and  blessings  of  that  country  unimpaired.  He  allu- 
ded in  a happy  manner  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
said  it  was  a specimen  of  our  happy  country  at  large, 
and  .spoke  of  the  high  destiny  we  are  to  fill.  He  con- 
cluded by  thanking  the  common  council  for  the  cor- 
dial welcome  which  he  had  received.” 

The  entrance  of  the  gala  squadron  into  the  splen- 
did harbour  of  New  York,  where  every  thing  afloat 
was  decorated  with  gay  flags  on  the  occasion,  and  the 
reception  upon  the  crowded  wharves,  must  have  been 
an  imposing  scene. 

The  N.  Y.  Sun,  asserts  that  150,000  persons  were 
in  the  streets  of  the  Empire  city  on  the  occasion. 

The  President  v/as  received  at  the  Battery  under  a 
national  salute.  The  procession  was  an  immense  af- 
fair. The  military  were  out  in  full  force.  The  re- 
giment of  National  Guards  for  instance  paraded  620 
men.  The  Fire  Department  in  their  flaming  red  cos- 
tume seemed  sufficient  to  kindle  a conflagration  under 
such  a summer  sun. 

The  president’s  rooms  for  the  occasion  were  at  the 
Astor  House, 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  the  president  accom- 
panied the  mayor  and  a few  gentlemen  to  view  the 
lower  part  of  the  city.  At  10  o’clock  he  was  wai 
ted  on  at  the  Governor’s  room,  City  Hall.  At  12,  he 
visited  Brooklyn,  and  inspected  the  navy  yard,  dry 
dock  &c.  The  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  asylum  and 
the  water  works  were  visited  in  the  afternoon.  At  9 
P.  M.  he  was  the  guest  of  Old  Tammany,  at  their 
wigwam. 

On  the  27th,  Sabbath,  the  president  attended 
church  in  the  morning  with  the  mayor,  in  the  after- 
noon with  attorney  general  Butler,  and  at  night  with 
Mr.  Oliver,  chairman  of  the  common  council  com- 
mittee. 

On  Monday  morning  a committee  from  Boston 
waited  upon  the  president  with  an  invitation  from 
that  city. 

The  Washington  Union  of  Saturday  night  says: 

Mr.  Buchanan,  the  secretary  of  state  left  Wash- 
ington in  the  cars  at  12  o’clock  to  day  for  Baltimore. 
He  expects  to  overtake  the  president  in  New  York, 
and  to  accompany  him  during  the  rest  of  his  tour. — 
Mr.  Buchanan  is  accompanied,  as  far  as  Boston,  by 
A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esq.,  the  distinguished  negotiator 
of  the  treaty  with  Hanover,  who  expects  to  embark 
for  Europe  in  Ihe  steamer  on  Thursday  next. 

We  understand  that  John  Y.  Mason,  Ksq.,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  will  act  as  secretary  of  state  du- 
ring the  absence  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 

At  Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  next  stage  in  the 
tour,  the  President,  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney 
General,  and  others  of  the  party  were  received  and 
“welcomed  to  New  England.”  The  committee  of 
reception  consisted  of  Governor  Toucet,  Hon.  J.  M. 
Niles,  J.  Dixon,  S.  H.  Huntington,  and  Hubbard. 
The  principle  places  of  interest  only  could  be  visited. 
The  military  and  civic  parade  was  imposing, 


Springfield  was  next  visited. 

On  the  29th  the  party  reached  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  there  as  at  all  the  other  places,  the  reception  was 
brilliant  and  flattering. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


American  Consuls.  Mr.  Buchanan  in  his  report 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  bill  “to  re- 
vise the  consular  system  of  the  United  States,”  gives 
the  following  list  of  fees  received  by  the  different 
U.  S.  Consuls  for  the  year  1845. 


Liverpool 
Rio  de  Janeiro 
Havana 
Oahu 
Havre 
London 
Hull 
Glasgow 
Antwerp 
Rio  Grande 
Paris 

Buenos  Ayres 
Trieste 

Kingston  Jam. 

Marseilles 

Pernambuco 

Palermo 

Bremen 

Canton 

Barbadoes 

Mayaguez 

Turks  Island 

St.  Thomas 

Valparaiso 

Pictou 

Nassau,  N.  P. 
Guayama 
Baselle,  Switz’d. 
Talcahuano 


$9965 

5332 

3781 

3390 

3061 

2620 

2526 

2106 

1938 

1644 

1601 

1456 

1419 

1326 
1.326 

1327 
1276 
1152 
1070 
1043 
1005 

988 

950 

946 

972 

824 

820 

836 

827 


Dundee 

Halifax 

Ponce 

Bordeaux 

St.  Jago  de  Cuba 

Curacao 

Hamburg 

Port-au-Prince 

Porto  Cabello 

Laguayra 

Port  Luis 

Gibraltar 

Bermuda 

St.  Helena 

Cadiz 

St.  Croix 

Naples 

Smyrna 

Para 

Point  Petre 
St.  Petersburg 
Malaga 

Trinidad  de  Cuba 

City  of  Mexico 

Montevideo 

Lima 

Paita 

Antigua 

Funchal 


$794 

761 

749 

788 

704 

766 

735 

747 

737 

744 

799 

650 

646 

608 

698 

671 

680 

656 

676 

575 

583 

545 

528 

588 

553 

509 

508 

504 

501 


disbursements  for  the  relief  of  destitute  sea- 


$5150 

3990 

1818 

Tons 

117,542 

173.280 

80,980 

311,164 

61,743 

117,818 

49,164 

28,592 

22,659 

19,859 

20,423 

15,123 

18,092 

18,750 

18,406 

21,102 


Sandwich  Is- 

Lima 

lands  $23,936 

Valparaiso 

Society  Islands  6,585 

Paita 

VESSELS 

ARRIVED. 

Mo. 

At  Havana, 

542 

Oahu, 

484 

Matanzas, 

414 

Liverpool, 

516 

Rio  de  Janeiro, 

243 

Havre, 

209 

London, 

109 

Pictou, 

Kingston,  Jam. 

137 

117 

Barbadoes, 

183 

Point  Petre, 

128 

St  Jago, 

103 

Ponce, 

106 

Mayaguez, 

110 

St.  Croix, 

112 

Buenos  Ayres, 

112 

There  is  no  return  of  fees  for  the  port 

zas.  Havana  has  always  been  estimated 

to  Liverpool.  All  ports  in  Cuba  average 

vessel . 

[Journal  of  C 

diplomatic  journal. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rush 

minister  to 

companied  by  his  family,  sailed  from  New  York  on 
the  12th  June,  in  the  packet  ship  Duchess  d’OrJeans 
for  Havre.  He  takes  with  him  two  of  his  daughters 
and  two  servants.  Stephen  Stanton,  of  N.  Y.,  son 
of  Col.  Stanton  of  the  army,  accompanies  Mr.  Rush 
as  an  attache  to  his  legation.  J.  L.  Martin,  secreta- 
ry of  legation  to  Mr.  King  the  late  minister,  and  at 
present  acting  charge  d’aflaires  of  the  U.  S.  in  Paris 
remains  as  secretary.  ’ 


Atlantic  steamers.— "rAe  United  Stales' 
building  at  N.  York  for  C.  If.  Marshall  and  othen?^ 
will  be  3,081  tone  burthen.  The  U S ehip  of  the 
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PrrnJ'vIvnt'la.  thr  I.Trecpi  rran  of  war  in  ihe  wnrld.  's  ' 
dltlv  3,0(HI  idiip.  The  Ini  oih  of  1 nr  “>  ar  dfcU  is  21i' 
ftpt,  il'fil  of  tlip  UniirfI  Pfaips  ^vill  l e 2.')4  fept,  and  yel 
ii  IS  rstimalfd  that  wiili  all  hrr  coni  and  stores  on  board 
baseafie  of  passengers  and  COO  ions  of  cargo,  l erdranghi 
of  water  will  allow  her  to  enti  r the  ports  of  New  Orle- 
ans or  Havre  betwren  which  fhe  is  to  ply  regularly. 

Another  fine  vessel  is  also  in  course  of  construction 
immediately  alongside  of  this  steamer,  intended  lor  the 
old  Liverpool  b’aek  ball  line,  r n I to  be  called  the  "Isaac 
Wright.”  Phe  vs  ill  be  1,200  ti  ns  register,  and  yet,  com 
pared  v'iili  the  huge  steamer  w e have  just  mentioned, 
she  locks,  remarks  the  Courier,  like  a coaster. 

[CENERAL  ORDERS  NO.  23.] 

War  Department, 
Mjviant  GeniraVs  Office, 
Washington,  June  5,  1847. 

I.  The  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  retained 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  the  President 
for  duly  with  the  volunteers  enrolled  for  the  war 
with  Mexico,  are  assigned  to  regiments  and  battalions 
as  follows: 

Massackusetts  Regiment,  (Cclmd .) 

Surgeon  Otis  Hoyt  of  MassacI  usetts. 

Assistant  burgeon  Timothy  Childs  of  Mass. 

First  AT.  York  Regiment,  ( Col.  J.  D.  Stevenson.) 

Surgeon  Alexander  Perry,  of  N.  York. 

Assistant  Surgeon  William  C.  Parker,  of  N.  Y. 

Second  JY.  York  Regiment,  (Col.  W.  B.  Burnett.) 

Surgeon  Joseph  L.  Hasbrouck,  of  N.  York. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Min  B.  Halstead,  of  N.  York. 

First  Penn  Regiment,  (Col.  F.  M.  Wynkoop.) 

Surgeon  John  C.  Reynolds,  of  Penn. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas  C.  Bunting,  of  Penn. 

Second  Penn.  Regiment,  (Col.  W.  B.  Roberts.) 

Surgeon  James  S.  McFarlane,  of  La. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Frederick  W.  Miller,  of  Penn. 

Firginia“Regiment,  (Col.  J.  F.  Hamiramck.) 

Surgeon  William  H.  J.  Anson,  of  Virginia. 

Assistant  Surgeon  James  M.  Bel)  of  Va. 

JV.  Carolina  Regiment,  (Col.  R.  T.  Paine.) 

Svirgeon  Gaston  D.  Cobbs,  N.  Carolina. 

Assistant  Surgeon  James  A.  Macrae,  of  N.  C. 

S.  Carolina  Regiment,  (Col.  P.  M.  Butler.) 

Surgeon  James  Davis,  of  S.  Carolina. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Elbert  Bland  of  S.  C. 

Louisiana  Regiment,  (Col.  L.  G.  De  Russy.) 

Surgeon  Luther  F.  Dashiel.  of  Louisiana. 

Assistant  Surgeon  John  Thompson,  of  Mississippi. 

Texas  Regiment  of  Horse,  ( Col  J.  C.  Hays.) 

Surgeon  A.  Parker,  of  Texas, 

Assistant  Surgeon  E.  Tucker,  of  Texas. 

Mississippi  Regiment,  (Col.  Reuben  Davis.) 

Surgeon  Thomas  N.  Love  of  Mississippi. 

Assistant  Surgeon  D.  A.  Kinchloe,  of  Mississippi, 
Ohio  Regiment,  (Col. .) 

Surgeon  E.  K.  Chamberlain,  of  Ohio. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  McNeill,  of  Ohio. 

Indiana  Regiment,  (Col. .) 

Surgeon  Caleb  V.  Jones,  of  Indiana. 

Assistant  Surgeon  John  G.  Dunn,  of  Indiana. 

First  Illinois  Regiment,  (Col .) 

Surgeon  Edward  B.  Price,  of  Illinois. 

Assistant  Surgeon Miller,  Illinois. 

Second  Illinois  Regiment,  (Col .) 

Surgeon  William  B.  Herrick,  of  Illinois. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Daniel  Turney,  of  Illinois. 

Missouri  R'.gvmentof  Horse,  (Col. .) 

Surgeon  George  Penn,  of  Missouri. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas  M.  Morion,  of  Missouri. 

Missouri  Battalion  of  Horse,  (Lieut.  Col. .) 

Assistant  Surgeon  James  B.  Snail,  of  Kentucky. 

Missouri  Battalion  of  Foot,  (Lieut.  Col. .) 

Assistant  Surgeon  George  B.  Sanderson,  of  Mo. 

Mabama  Battalion,  (Lieut.  Col. ) 

Assistant  Surgeon  C.  J.  Clarke,  of  Alabama. 

Louisiana  Battalion,  (Lieut.  Col.  — .) 

Assistant  Surgeon  John  W/.  Glenn,  of  Arkansas. 

II.  The  volunteers  from  Nev/  York,  (second  re- 
giment,) Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Illi- 
nois, (second  regiment,)  are  or  soon  will  be  with  the 
army  under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Scott;  those 
from  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Texas, 
Mississippi,  Chio,  Indiana,  and  Alabama,  are  or  will 
be  under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Taylor;  the 
first  Illinois  regiment,  Missouri  regiment,  and  the 
Missouri  battalion  of  foot  are  en  route  for  Santa  Fe, 
and  the  Missouri  battalion  of  horse  is  to  occupy  posts 
on  the  route  to  Cregon. 

HI.  Many  of  the  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons 
are  now  on  duty  with  the  regiments  according  to  this 
assignment;  those  on  duty  with  other  troops,  or  at  hos- 
pitals, will  continue  on  such  special  service  until  re- 


lieved by  orders  of  the  commanding  generals  in  the 
field.  Sn<'h  of  the  medical  officers  as  may  have  left 
Mexico  with  the  twelve  months’  volunteers,  or  who 
may  be  absent  from  any  cause,  will,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  join  the  regiments  and  battalions  to 
which  they  are  respectively  assigned,  either  en  route 
or  in  Mexico. 

IV.  The  foregoing  assignment  embraces  all  the 
medical  officers  retained,  except  Surgeon  Seymour 
Halsey,  of  Mississippi,  William  Trevitt,  of  Chio.  and 
Ewing  H.  Roane,  of  Arkansas.  The  former  will  re- 
port in  person  to  Major  General  Scott,  and  the  other 
two  to  Major  General  Taylor,  who  will  assign  them  to 
duty. 

V.  Each  medical  officer  will  report  by  letter  cn 
the  last  day  of  every  month  to  the  Surgeon  General, 
at  Washington. 

VI.  The  Volunteer  Staff  OflUcers  of  the  Quar- 
termaster, Commissary,  and  Medical  Departments, 
and  the  additional  Paymasters,  will  make  regular 
reports  of  their  stations  and  duties  on  the  last  day  of 
each  month  to  their  respective  chiefs  at  Washing- 
ton. 

By  order:  R.  JCNES  Adjutant  General. 

Mexican  Privateers.  The  Barque  Carmelite.  A 
letter  from  Capt.  Littlefield,  of  said  barque  received  by 
Messrs.  Brett  & Vose,  New  York,  dated  “Barcelona, 
20th  May,”  says: 

“After  being  retained  as  prisoners  ofwar  on  board 
the  privateer  until  the  9th  inst.,  during  which  time  I 
protested  against  the  capture,  we  were  put  in  posses- 
sion of  our  own  vessel,  and  the  prize  crew  removed  on 
board  the  privateer  May  12lh.  The  Mexican  colors 
were  hauled  down  on  hoard  the  privateer,  the  vessel 
taken  possession  of,  and  the  crew  imprisoned  by  the 
Spanish  authorities,  to  be  tried  for  piracy  The  pro- 
bability is  that  more  or  less  of  them  w'ill  be  shot  and 
the  remainder  of  them  will  have  to  be  confined  to 
the  galleys  for  life.  There  has  been  a report  of  other 
vessels  being  fitted  out  on  this  coast  as  privateers, 
but  I know  it  to  he  incorrect  We  are  detained  to 
await  some  formalities  concerning  the  prisoners.  As 
I have  avoided  being  the  accuser,  I think  soon  to  be 
able  to  proceed  on  our  voyage  unmolested.  The 
Queen’s  Governor  has  informed  the  American  minis- 
ter, as  soon  as  proof  shall  be  received  that  she  was 
not  a legal  letter  of  marque,  the  captured  should 
immediately  be  set  at  liberty,  and  all  expenses  and 
damages  should  be  paid  by  the  felucca  and  owners, 
they  being  Spanish  subjects,  and  most  of  them  old  of- 
fenders against  the  laws.” 

Colonization  of  British  Oregon.  A proposal 
to  form  a colony  in  Vancouver’s  Island,  on  the  west 
coast  of  North  America,  has  been  extensively  circu- 
lated in  England.  This  island  lies  between  48°  and 
42°  N.  latitude,  and  is  included  in  that  part  of  Ore- 
gon allotted  to  Great  Britain  by  the  late  treaty.  It 
is  about  260  miles  long  and  50  to  60  wide,  contain- 
ing about  15,000  square  miles. 

Survey  of  United  States  mineral  lands — The 
prefideiil  ol  Ihe  United  Slates  lias  chosen  Dr.  David 
Dale  Owen  to  make  a geological  exploration  of  the 
government  mineral  lands  previous  to  their  sale, 
agreeably  to  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
congress.  The  St.  Louis  Republican,  referring  to 
this  afipointment,  remarks: 

“ I he  national  government  have  wisely  entrusted 
the  entire  management  and  responsibility  of  this 
northvveslern  survey  to  the  direction  in  chief  of  Dr. 
David  Dale  Owen,  so  favorably  known  for  his  very 
anie  and  faithlul  exploration  of  the  mineral  regions 
ol  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  and  who  has  selected  and 
organized  an  ample  and  efficient  body  of  assistants 
and  subagents,  whose  co-operation  will  enable  him 
to  accomplish  w iili  greater  promplitude  and  exact- 
ness, this  great  national  work,  of  such  vast  import- 
ance to  this  seclron  ol  the  Union. 

“This  northwestern  survey  embraces  the  northern 
part  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  portion  of  the  new  terri- 
tory ol  Minesola  situated  east  of  the  Mississippi  riv 
er.  it  13  estimated  that  at  least  three  years  will  be 
rtquired  lor  the  completion  of  the  work  -prosecu- 
ling  explorations  during  the  summer,  and  appropri- 
ating Ibe  winter  season  to  the  sjHleinalic  arrange- 
ineiit  of  specimens,  and  the  condensation  and  ar- 
r-iigemeril  of  the  field  notes.'’ 

A new  Oregon  Question.  Directly  connected 
with  American  interests  in  the  Oregon  territory,  is 
now  being  discussed  in  the  Colonial  department  ol  the 
British  government.  By  the  Oregon  treaty,  as  our 


readers  are  aware,  the  United  States  reded  to  the 
Hudson  bay  company,  and  also  to  British  subjects  tra- 
ding with  them,  the  joint  navigation  of  the  Columbia 
river.  This  privilege,  it  is  understood,  cannot  be  en- 
joyed after  the  expiration  of  the  existing  charter  of 
that  company.  It  is  now  claimed  that  the  charter 
has  been  annulled  by  a late  and  not  generally  known 
act  of  parliament;  and  this  claim  is  being  urged  with 
great  force  upon  the  British  government,  by  delegates 
in  London  representing  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
North  American  possession.  The  delegates  also 
charge  the  Hudson  bay  company  with  promoting  vice 
and  demoralization  among  the  inhabitants.  By  en- 
couraging the  destruction  -of  game  and  neglecting  to 
foster  agriculture,  the  company  threaten  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  whole  population;  by  importing  ardent 
spirits,  in  violation  of  their  charter,  they  foster  all  e- 
vils  of  intemperance;  and  by  demanding  exorbitant 
prices  for  supplies,  they  have  brought  faniine  in  ma- 
1 ny  districts  and  promoted  violence  and  crime.  Gran- 
ting that  the  charter  does  exist,  the  aborigines  con- 
tend that,  as  independent  tribes  in  alliance  vi  ith  Her 
Majesty,  it  cannot  bind  them,  and  they  therefore  de- 
mand, as  a right,  the  power  of  trading  with  whom 
they  please,  in  defiance  of  the  monopoly  claimed  by 
the  Hudson’s  bay  company.  At  last  advices  the  com- 
pany had  not  replied  to  the  manifesto  of  the  delega- 
tion. 

Frctn  the  Vera  Cruz  American  Eagle. 

Official — Opening  of  ports. 

Flag  ship  Miirisdppi,  Saaiftios  May  24,  1847, 

Notice  having  already  been  given  of  the  operiing  of 
he  ports  of  Matamcras,  Tampico,  ^ era  Cruz,  and 
Alvarado,  it  is  hereby  made  known  that  tlie  addition- 
al pons  of  Tuspan,  Goaxacoak-cs,  Fronteia,  and  La- 
^ guna,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  na- 
I val  forces,  are  also  open  to  the  admission  of  Ameri- 
can and  neutral  vessels  not  having  on  board  article* 
contraband  of  war,  and  subject  to  the  regulations, 
and  the  payment  of  the  war  charges  and  duties  es- 
tablished by  an  order  of  the  United  States  government, 
dated  April  7th,  1847. 

By  order  of  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry. 

H.  A.  ADAMS.  Commander  and  staff  officer- 

Flag  ship  Mississippi,  Sacrificios,  May  24,  1847. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  restrictions  for- 
merly imposed  on  the  commerce  between  the  ports  of 
Mexico  in  possession  of  the  United  Slates  forces  and 
the  State  of  Yucatan,  are  no  longer  in  force:  and  that 
trade  may  be  carried  on  from  the  ports  of  Yucatan  as 
from  neutral  ports. 

By  order  of  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry. 

H.  A.  ADAMS,  Commander  and  flag  offic  er. 

Camanche  Indians  and  German  Treaty.  Large 
numbers  of  Camanclies  are  concentrating  around 
Fredericksburg  to  attend  a council  which  is  to  be  he  Id 
on  or  about  the  1 0th  inst.  Mr.  Muesenbach,  the  a- 
gent  of  the  German  colonists  has  invited  them  to  at- 
tend this  council  for  the  purpose  of  formimg  a treaty 
with  them  on  the  part  of  the  colonists.  He  propose* 
to  purchase  the  privilege  of  surveying  the  lands  of  the 
colony  on  the  San  Saba,  and  the  right  to  form  a set- 
tlement on  that  river,  allowing  to  them  the  right  to 
hunt  within  the  limits  of  the  colony.  Many  of  the  In- 
dians are  more  willing  to  yield  these  privileges  than 
they  were  a few  weeks  since.  They  have  heard  from 
Mexico  of  the  great  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  and  they 
appear  to  be  somewhat  intimidated.  They  say  that 
they  are  more  willing  for  the  Germans  to  settle  in 
the  ir  country  than  the  Texians,  for  the  former  settle 
in  towns  and  villages  and  do  not  scatter  over  the 
country,  and  kill  the  game  as  the  Texians  do.  They 
are  very  anxious  that  the  encroachments  of  the  east- 
ern Texians  on  their  hunting  rounds  may  be  check- 
ed, and  repeatedly  inquire  when  their  Great  Father 
will  send  an  agent  to  treat  with  them  and  mark  out 
a boundary  that  white  men  will  respect.  We  have 
too  much  reason  to  fear  that  they  are  yet  to  learn  by 
bitter  experience  that  the  “Great  Spirit”  only  can 
mark  out  a boundary  that  white  men  will  never  pass. 

Houston  Tel.  10th  May. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Boston  Irish  relief  committee 
has  received  j|150  from  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

Indian  difficulties.  W'e  learn  from  two  tradars 
from  the  Osage  nation,  who  arrived  here  this  mor- 
ning, that  frequent  acts  of  violence  and  bloodshed  are 
coamiUeii  b^  ^6  Osages,  ^ the  we  part,  and  s3ver-> 
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al  other  tribes  on  the  other,  between  whom  bitter  hos- 
tility has  for  a long  time  eTcisted.  Towards  the  close  of 
last  month,  before  our  informants  left,  a party  of  (he  Os- 
ages  had  brought  in  several  scalps,  of  the  Delawares, 
a small  party  of  whom  had  been  met  and  killed.  It 
was  reported,  before  they  left,  that  a grand  couneil 
was  being  held,  on  the  Salt  Plains,  in  which  the  Che- 
rokees,  Camanches,  Creeks  and  Delaware  tribes  were 
represented,  the  object  of  which  was  to  unite  and  de- 
clare war  against  the  Osages.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  general  government,  which  professes  to  be  the 
guardian  and  protecter  of  the  Indians  on  our  western 
frontier,  should  give  some  attention  to  the  growing 
evils  to  which  we  have  frequently  adverted,  by  sta- 
tioning an  adequate  force  of  mounted  dragoons,  the 
most  efficient  troops  for  such  service,  at  some  point 
where  they  may  not  only  preserve  peace  between  the 
different  tribes,  but  protect  the  property  of  traders 
and  the  government,  and  the  lives  of  those  who  con- 
duct it,  trom  the  piratic  hordes  that  are  constantly  on 
the  alert  for  opportunities  to  attack  and  plunder  the 
trains  now  daily  traversing  the  plains. 

[Sf.  Louis  Republican,  June,  IQth. 

Sad  kews  fro.m  the  Plain’s — Capture  of  a wagon 
train — Murder  of  teamsters.  A gentleman  arrived  at 
St.  Louis,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  inst.,  from  West- 
port,  who  informs  the  editors  of  the  Reveille,  that 
just  before  his  departure,  a Delaware  Indian  had  ar- 
rived from  the  Plains,  giving  an  account  of  a whole- 
sale murder  of  teamsters,  by  a combined  force  of 
Arrapahoes,  Camanches  and  Pawnees.  The  Indian 
is  a son  of  Nacomi,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Dela- 
w'ares,  and  is  generally  considered  a man  of  varacity. 
He  was  found  a prisoner  at  Taos,  when  Col.  Price 
took  that  place,  and  was  liberated. 

His  story  is,  that  having  started  homeward,  he  fell 
in  with  a large  body  of  Indians,  of  the  tribes  men- 
tioned, on  the  Arkansas.  They  made  him  prisoner, 
and  only  spared  his  life  on  the  condition  that  he 
would  join  them  against  the  w’hites.  He  sets  their 
number  down  at  two  hundred  fires,  which  would 
make  the  total  number  of  the  force  about  1,000 
men. 

Near  Walnut  creek,  he  states  this  formidable  par- 
ty met  and  attacked  a train  of  thirty  wagons,  drawn 
by  mule  teams,  and  accompanied  only  by  the  drivers 
and  eight  or  ten  horsemen.  I’he  Indians  surrounded 
them  and  charging  suddenly,  drove  the  teamsters 
from  their  saddles,  and  massacred  every  man  of  the 
party!  The  wagons  were  loaded  with  government 
stores,  which,  with  the  mules,  the  Indians  appropria- 
ted to  their  own  use. 

The  day  succeeding  this  masssacre,  young  Nacom 
was  permitted  to  depart,  having  been  presented  with 
a fine  large  American  mule.  This  animal  bears  the 
mark  “U.  S.”  and  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  those 
belonging  to  a government  train  which  left  Fort  Lea- 
venworth a few  weeks  since. 

We  further  learn  that  the  Delawares  are  preparing 
to  send  a war  party  against  the  Osages.  The  latter 

tribes  have  recently  taken  three  Delaware  scalps 

The  Indian  who  gave  tlie  information  respecting  the 
murder  of  the  teamsters,  says  there  were  a few  Osa- 
ges among  the  murderers. 
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“armt  of  invasion.” 
DESPATCHES  FRO .VI  THE  ARMY. 

From  the  Washington  Union. 

Despatches  Avere  received  on  Saturday  night  by 
the  war  office  from  General  Scott’s  camp.  Several 
ol  the  soldiers  were  sick  in  the  hospitals  of  Vera 
Cruz,  Jalapa,  Perote,  and  Puebla;  but,  with  the  re- 
inlorcemeiils  that  were  en  route  Irom  Vera  Cruz,  he 
would  probably  h.ive  troops  sufficient  by  the  23d  to 
march  to  the  capital,  perhaps  without  any  serious 
opposition.  He  had  ordered  all  our  troops  to  evacu- 
ale  Jalapa,  in  order  to  strengthen  bis  active  army. — 
'1  be  last  accounts  by  the  steamer  James  L.  Day  are 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant, 
which  state  that  General  Scult  had  advanced  to  Rio 
Irio,  where  a dispatch  is  said  to  have  met  him  with 
a proposition  for  peace,  li  this  last  report  be  true. 
It  IS  probable  that  he  will  remain  at  Kio  Frio,  and 
not  lorihwith  march  to  the  capital,  but,  according 
to  the  intimation  in  his  own  despatches,  wait  till 
about  the  22d,  both  to  give  liimsell  t.he  oppurluiiity 
ol  receiving'! einlorceinents,  and  to  allow  the  Mexi- 
cans more  time  to  negotiate  wiUi  the  better  grace. 

Among  the  papers  that  were  received  on  Satur- 
ay  from  General  Scott,  ii  the  following  interesting 


letter  from  General  Worth,  which  we  lay  before  our 
■eaders: 

Headquarters,  Pmbla,  Maxj  1.5,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  informatio  i of 
the  general  in  chief,  that  Ilia  forces  under  my  com- 
mand, including  the  brigade  of  Major  Gcri.  Quitman, 
took  military  possession  of  this  city  at  10  o’clock 
to-day.  Halting  yesterday  at  Amosoque,  to  await 
the  junction  of  General  Quitman,  (for  which  (lur- 
pose  I had  shortened  the  marches  of  the  leading 
brigades  tlie  two  previous  days,)  1 found  my  position 
sudd  niy  menaced,  at  8 o’clock,  A.  M.,  by  a large 
body  of  cavalry.  This  force  approached  somevyhat 
sleilihily  by  a road  on  our  right  iinkno  vn  to  us.  A 
rapid  examination,  as  it  unmasked  itself,  exhibited, 
as  was  supposed,  some  2.000,  but,  from  accurate 
information  obtained  here,  3.000  cavalry  of  the  line, 
unsupported  either  by  infantry  or  artillery,  and  mov- 
ing a mile  on  our  right  and  toward  the  rear,  led  to 
Ihe  conclusion  that  it  was  a ruse  to  attract  attention 
in  th  t quarter,  while  the  real  attack  was  to  be  look- 
ed for  on  the  high  road  in  front,  or  a movement  on 
General  Q dtman,  who  might  have  been  supposed 
the  usual  day’s  march  in  the  rear.  It  was  presently 
report»d  that  a heavy  column  was  actually  approach- 
ing on  the  main  roaffi  Thus  it  became  necessary, 
while  directing  a portion  of  the  force  against  the 
visible  enemy,  to  guard  our  large  train,  reserve 
ammunition,  &c.,  packed  in  the  square,  against  the 
invisible. 

The  2J  artillery,  with  a section  of  Duncan’s  bat- 
tery under  the  brigade  commander,  Coi.  Garland, 
Ihe  6th  infantry  under  Major  Bonneville,  with  Step- 
toe’s  battery,  was  promptly  moved,  and  so  directed 
as  to  take  the  enemy  in  Sank.  The  head  of  his 
column  having  now  reached  a point  opposite  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  distant  about  half  a mile, 
the  batteries  soon  opened  a rapid  and  effective  fire. 
Alter  some  twenty-five  rounds,  the  entire  column 
broke  without  attempting  a charge  or  firing  a shot, 
and  hastily  lied  up  the  sides  of  the  convenient  bills. 
Only  one  company  of  infantry  (of  the  6th)  was 
enabled,  from  distance,  to  deliver  its  fire.  The 
broken  column  was  seen  to  reunite  and  resume  its 
march  in  the  direction  of  Gen.  Quitman’s  approach. 
The  2d  artillery  and  8th  infanlry,  with  two  sections 
of  the  light  baiteries,  was  put  in  its  track,  when  the 
enemy  again  swerved  to  the  left,  and  disappeared  in 
the  hills.  Two  miles  distant  General  Quitman  was 
met  by  the  last  named  detachment.  He  had  already 
discovered  the  enemy,  of  whose  proximity  the  firing 
had  admoni-hed  him,  and  promptly  taken  his  order 
of  battle.  The  discoivifiled  enemy  reached  Puebla 
late  at  night,  and  evacuated  the  place  at  four  in  the 
morning.  We  took  some  pri., oners,  and  found  a few 
dead.  The  enemy  acknowledged  a loss  of  89  killed 
and  wounded,  General  Santa  Anna  conducted  the 
enterprise.  Enclosed,  marked  A,  is  a copy  of  a 
communication  addressed,  on  the  12ib,  to  the  civil 
authorities  of  Puebla.  Again,  marked  C,  on  the 
14th,  with  reply  to  the  latter,  marked  D:  also  copy 
of  circular,  dated  9th,  addressed  to  commanders  of 
corps,  to  regulate  their  conduct  in  certain  contin- 
gencies on  the  march.  It  is  understood  the  force 
which  relired  from  this  city  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  lo-day,  is  to  take  postal  Puente  delTesmaluca, 
distant  12  leagues  on  the  road  to  the  capital,  where 
it  is  proposed  to  fortify.  Our  reception  was  respect- 
(ully  and  coldly  courteous,  but  without  the  slightest 
cordiality.  Incessant  occupation  has  not  allowed 
me  a moment  to  look  into  the  resources  in  way  of 

supply;  but  Mr. says,  breadstuff  will  be  had  in 

abundance,  less  of  beef,  and  perhaps  a liberal  quaii- 
Itty  of  small  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  WORTH, 

Brevet  Major  General  Commanding. 
Capl.  Scott,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  headquarters  of  the  army, 

Jalapa. 

[The  papers  referred  to  by  Gen.  Worth  were  not 
communicated  with  his  despatch.] 

We  liave  very  little  doubt  that  General  Scott  is  by 
this  lime  in  the  capital,  unless  some  definitive  pro- 
positions for  peace  nave  been  made  by  the  Mexican 
government. 

The  arrival  of  the  Galveston  at  N.  Orleans,  from 
Vera  Cruz,  which  she  lelt  on  the  15ih  June,  furnisli- 
ed  a varieiy  of  inleresliiig  items  from  the  army,  of 
which  we  proceed  to  furnish  a synopsis. 

'I'he  attack  on  the  train  under  Col.  McIntosh. 
A correspondent  of  the  N.  O.  Bee,  in  a letter  dated 
Paso  de  Ovejas,  June  I2ih,  writes:  The  train  of  ivag- 
ons  and  pack  mules  under  the  direction  ol  Col.  Mein 
tosh,  which  lelt  Vera  Cruz  on  liie  4th  iiisl.,  escorted 
by  Capts.  Duperu,  Ford,  and  McReynolds,  compa- 
nies of  dragoons — the  two  latter  mounted — and  three 
hundred  iniarilry  commanded  Dy  Major  Lee,  arrived 
in  this  village  on  the  7ih  ins*  , after  a march  of  three 
days. 


The  train  consisting  of  150  wagons  laden  wi  h 
specie,  ami  ammunition,  and  500  pack  mules  with 
provisions  &c.,  proceeded  without  molestation  until 
about  noon  on  Sunday  last,  6th  inst.,  when  our  ad- 
vanced guard  of  Capt.  Ford’s  Indiana  dragoons  w£8 
suddenly  attacked  by  a large  body  of  Mexicans, 
killing  two  men  and  wounding  five  or  six.  In  tli'i 
skirmish  the  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing  several 
horses  and  a large  quantity  of  baggage,  among  whii  h 
I have  to  regret  the  loss  of  all  my  clothing  and  pa- 
pers. Half  an  hour  afterAvards  the  rear  of  the  tra  m 
was  attacked,  and  hefare  the  rear  guard  who  Avere 
unfortunately  loo  far  behind  could  come  up  to  its 
defence,  the  Mexicans  captured  a large  number  of 
pack  mules,  and  robbed  several  wagons  of  a por'ion 
of  their  contents.  With  their  booty  their  retired 
into  the  dense  chaparral,  where  it  was  impossible  to 
pursue  them.  One  of  the  rascals  actually  dragged 
from  a Avagoii,  the  Avife  an  hospital  steward,  and 
IhroAving  her  across  his  horse,  was  making  his  es- 
cape, vA’hen  he  aa’bs  fortunately  shot  by  one  of  the  in- 
fantry, and  the  terrified  lady  delivered  in  safety  into 
the  arms  of  her  husband. 

After  the  train  Avhich  reached  several  miles  had 
come  into  order,  the  w'hole  body  moved  forward,  the 
two  companies  of  mounted  dragoons  forming  the  reap 
guard.  At  sunset,  when  passing  along  a low  portion 
of  the  road,  with  an  open  chaparral  on  our  left,  and 
a large  cleared  field  hemmed  in  about  100  yards 
from  the  road,  by  a heavy  chaparral  and  commanded 
at  the  further  end  by  a hill  on  the  side  of  which  is  a 
smali  line  fort,  our  ivhole  advanced  guard,  consisting 
of  25  mounted  dragoons,  about  250  infantry,  and  our 
company  (Duperu’s)  of  dismounted  dragoons, 'was 
assailed  by  a heavy  discharge  of  musketry,  from  the 
fort,  the  hill  in  its  rear,  and  the  chaparral  beyond, 
and  the  cleared  field.  Our  boys  reTieived  their  fire, 
steadily  and  unflinchingly,  and  lelurned  it  briskly 
for  a few  minutes.  We  then  charged  on  the  chap- 
arral at  the  rear  of  the  open  space,  silenced  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  entirely  off.  At  the 
same  time  the  mounted  dragoons  charged  on  the 
hill,  routed  the  Mexicans  out  of  the  fort,  and  drove 
them  over  the  hills. 

The  whole  action  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  and 
our  troops,  who  Avere  principally  raAV  recruits,  be- 
haved in  the  most  gallant  manner.  The  Louisiana 
boys  acquitted  themselves  admirably,  and  wers 
the  first  to  reach  the  chaparral.  The  friends  of  Capt, 
Duperu  and  his  company,  in  New  Orleans,  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  that  we  have  sustained  their  high- 
est anticipations.  The  loss  in  our  company,  on 
this  occasion,  was  three  wounded,  viz : Samuel 

Lankin,  in  the  thigh,  severely;  Wallace,  in 

Ihe  thigh  and  hand,  severely;  William  Hassel,  in  the 
thigh,  slightly.  They  are  all  doing  well. 

We  suffered  greatly  for  Avant  of  water,  but  about 
9 o’clock,  came  to  a small  muddy  brook,  were  we 
bivouacked  for  the  night,  sleeping  in  the  middle  of 
the  road.  The  next  morning  early  wc  were  put  in 
motion,  and  about  10  o’clock  our  vanguard  was  again 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  who,  upon  being  charged  by 
the  dragoons,  were  repulsed  and  forced  to  retreat 
into  the  chaparral. 

An  hour  afterwards  we  entered  the  town  of  Paso 
de  Obejas,  (passage  of  the  sheep,)  where  we  were 
quartered,  to  await  the  arrival  of  reinfo: cements  of 
artillery  from  Vera  Cruz,  with  which  to  pass  the 
National  Bridge,  six  miles  from  this  place,  and  the 
heights  of  Cerro  Gordo,  where,  it  is  supposed,  the 
enemy  will  show  opposition.  About  9 o’clock  yes- 
terday morning  a small  train  of  4 or  5 vA  agons  came 
in  direct  from  Puebla.  They  contained  the  baggage, 
and  Avere  escorted  by  some  two  hundred  discharged 
sick  soldiers  and  a few  teamsters,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired.  They  were  attacked  from  the 
heights,  while  in  the  act  of  crossing  the  Natioaal 
Bridge.  Not  being  able  to  return  their  fire,  the 
Mexicans  being  concealed,  they  simultaneonsly  rais- 
ed a shout  and  ran  towards  them,  whereupon  the 
yellow  skinned  coAA’ards  uamosfii.  One  wagon  master 
was  killed.  1 have  forgot  to  mention  in  the  proper 
place,  that  our  AA hole  loss  in  the  two  days  fighting 
was  40  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Tlio  forces  at  Jalapa  have  received  marching  or- 
ders, and  will  join  us  on  our  route  to  ‘headquarters,’ 
Gen.  Scott  and  his  Aviiole  army,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Jalapa  force  are  occopying  Puebla.  He  will 
remain  there,  until  sufficieiitly  reinforced  to  march 
on  the  the  capital,  \\  lucli  Avill  not  be,  it  is  anticipa- 
ted,  until  fall. 

Late  yesterday  afternoon  reinforcements  arrived 
here  from  Vera  Cruz,  under  the  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  Cadivallatler.  They  number  near  five  hundred 
strong;  lAvo  twelve  pound  howitzers:  the  Kentucky 
company  of  mounted  dragoons,  under  Capt.  Gaithers 
and  lour  or  five  companies  of  infantry.  We  will 
probably  leave  here  to  morrow,  and  should  the  ran- 
cheros  give  us  a fight,  wo  will  demolish  them. 

ypurs,  The  Dbaooon 
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The  Vera  Cruz  correspondent  of  the  Comm^rcia! 
Times,  gives  tlie  li  llowjiig  acco  unt,  dated  Jinie  Utli:— 
“Col.  Banks  yesterday  came  in  with  a small  parly  from 
the  train,  which  had  halted,  and  was  hourly  expecting 
a renewal  of  the  attack  from  the  Mexicans,  who  were 
gathered  in  the  road  and  chaparrals  ahead  in  large 
force.  The  attack  was  made  suddenly  and  by  a small 
party  upon  an  advanced  party  of  dragoons,  who,  with 
Col  McIntosh,  the  commander  of  the  escort,  were  half 
a mile  ahead  of  the  wagons.  This  party,  well  mounted 
and  well  armed,  retreated — or  fell  back — upon  the  main 
body,  before  an  inferior  force  of  Mexicans,  an  occur- 
rence the  first  of  its  kind  during  the  war,  and  I sincere- 
ly hope  it  may  be  the  last. 

“The  guerrillas  took  advantage  of  the  confusion,  and 
avoiding  the  troops  as  much  as  possible,  fell  upon  the 
wagons  and  mules,  which  were  stretched  along  a dis- 
tance of  some  four  miles,  and  guarded  along  their  w’hole 
line  by  a number  of  troops  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
— many  of  these,  of  course,  rushed  forward  for  their 
share  in  the  fight,  leaving  large  sections  of  the  train  en- 
tirely unprotected.  The  consequence  was,  thst  twenty- 
eight  wagons,  and  between  one  hundred  and  two  hun- 
dred pack  mules,  became  the  property  of  the  guerrillas. 

“The  train  left  Santa  Fe  with  one  hundred  and  thirty 
tv;o  wagons,  and  from  five  to  six  hundred  packed  mules 
— so  )'ou  will  observe  the  loss  forms  a very  large  per 
centnge.  Not  one  of  the  wagons  containing  the  go- 
vernment funds  was  taken,  although  a considerable  sum 
belonging  to  officers  was  taken  in  the  different  baggage 
wagons.  The  most  important  losses  were  the  ordnance 
stores,  with  which  some  of  the  captured  wagons  were 
loaded.  Six  or  eight  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  fifteen 
or  twenty  wounded;  the  Mexican  loss  was  much  grea- 
ter. 

“What  lias  happened  since  Col.  Banks  left,  and  be- 
fore Gen.  Cadwallader  reached  the  ground,  is  a matter 
of  deep  interest — not  to  say  apprehension. 

“A  great  fault  has  been  committed  with  reference  to 
this  train.  It  left  the  city  with  an  insufficient  escort, 
while  two  hundr^  cavalry  were  lying  here,  ready,  or 
nearly  ready,  to  move  on  the  same  road.  If  not  exact 
ly  ready,  their  preparations  could  have  been  hastened 
at  least  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  train  could  have 
been  detained  at  least  an  equal  length  of  time.  That 
this  was  not  done,  will,  I fancy,  become  a matter  of 
future  accountability.  Unpleasant  stories,  too,  are  cur- 
rent, touching  the  habits  and  condition  at  a particular 
juncture,  of  an  important  personage  attached  to  the  es- 
cort. This,  with  other  matters,  will,  I presume,  form  a 
subject  for  the  investigation  of  a court  martial.’’ 


Return  of  Capt.  Duperu's  dragoons.  I’he  Vera 
Cruz  correspondent  of  the  N.  Oilcans  Bee,  writes  as  fol- 
lows: Vera  Cruz,  June  13,  1847. 

“On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  my  last  letter  was 
written,  our  company  (Duperu’s)  was  ordered  to  escort 
the  train,  that  had  come  down  from  Puebla  to  Vera 
Cruz,  whilst  the  remainder  of  our  forces  proceeded  on  — 
You  may  judge  of  our  surprise  and  mortification  at 
such  an  order,  after  having  footed  it  every  step  under 
the  assurance  that  we  should  be  mounted  and  equipped 
as  soon  as  we  arrived  at  Jalapa. 

“The  whole  road  from  Paso  de  Obejas  to  within  a 
few  miles  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  literally  strewn  with  broken 
down  wagons,  provisions,  tent  eq'uipage,  d.  ad  horses, 
and  mules,  in  fact  every  thing  appertaining  to  an  invad- 
ing army.  The  loss  within  the  past  week,  has  been  va- 
riously estimated  at  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars! 

“Troops  are  pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  in  detached 
companies.  There  is  near  1,500  encamped  on  the  beach 
with  us — among  them  are  some  voltigueurs. 

“The  city  of  Vera  Cruz  is  very  sickly,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  get  admission  into  the  hospitals. 

“Another  large  train  is  to  leave  here  in  the  course  of 
a wei-k;  we  are  expected  to  be  ready  to  leave  with  it, 
of  course,  a sufficient  loiceof  voltigueurs  and  infantry 
will  also  attend — and  of  course,  we  will  have  a repeli 
tion  of  chaparral  fighting,  in  my  next,  you  may  look 
out  for  more  laurels  gathered  by  the  ‘Louisiana  Boys.’  ’’ 

The  Vera  Cruz  correspondent  of  the  Times  writes 
June  14lh — “I  have  just  seen  Captain  Duperu,  who 
came  in  this  morning  from  the  train,  which  he  left 
about  three  miles  this  side  of  the  bridge,  at  a stand. 
It  is  his  opinion  that  the  train  will  not  move  forward 
for  some  days,  if  at  all.  The  guerrillas  are  gathering 
in  great  numbers  and  from  all  quarters, and  the  chief 
danger  is  in  delay.  Every  hour  renders  its  advance 
more  difficult.  Within  the  past  three  days  a number 
of  young  Vera  Cruzanos  have  gone  out,  and  are  now 
under  arms  against  us,  after  enjoying  our  protection 
for  the  past  two  months,  during  which  time  their 
property  and  persons  have  been  more  respected  than 
they  have  for  any  two  months  together  since  they 
were  born.  The  city  has  several  emissaries  within 
its  walls  from  Jaranta  and  Robo  ledo,  one  of  which, 
in  a gray  friar’s  dress,  was  just  pointed  out  to  me. — 
Persona  in  the  interest  and  pay  or  promise  of  pay — of 
the  Mexican  authorities,  Mexicans  by  birth  as  well 
as  Spaniards,  are  also  in  the  employ  of  our  authori- 
ties in  Ibis  city,  some  of  them  receiving  large  sala- 
ries and  holding  offices  of  trust  cnmiected  with  our 
courts  and  ditlerent  departments  in  administrative 
and  clerical  capacities,  ready  at  any  moment  to  turn 
over  their  files  and  books  to  parties  with  wfiota  tfieix 


nsturs!  eympathics  lie;  people  openly  rejoice  at  the 
success — for  success  it  is — of  the  guerrillas  over  our 
troops.  The  Spanish  paper  here  teems  with  covert 
appeals  to  the  sympathies  of  the  foreigners  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  Mexicans;  magnifies  our  losses  and 
the  Mexican  gains;  makes  a great  display  of  wrongs 
inflicted  on  our  side,  and  patient  suffering  on  the  part 
of  injured  Mexicans,  and  all  passes  unnoticed  as  far 
as  I can  see. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  detail  a number  of,  to  him, 
alarming  reports,  and  appears  to  be  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Since  I commenced  this  page  I have  seen  Dr. 

who  has  just  arrived  with  thirty  wounded  and  dead 
men  from  the  train — the  latter  have  died  on  their  wav 
here,  from  the  severity  of  their  wounds  and  many  of 
the  wounded  are  in  such  a state  that  they  will  pro- 
bably sink  under  the  amputating  knife.  The  train 
had  reached  the  bridge  when  this  party  left,  and  the 
fight  had  been  suspended  for  the  moment.  The 
General,  (Cadwallader),  however,  expected  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  full  force  at  Encerro  or  at  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  will  have  to  fight  every  inch  of  his  way  to  Jalapa, 
or,  indeed,  to  Perote,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  our  troops  have  evacuated  the  former  post. 

General  Scott’s  movements.— Mr.  Kendall  of  the 
Picayune,  wriies  that — 

Gen.  Scott  reached  Puebla  on  the  2Sth  May,  with  an 
escort  of  200  dragoons  and  50  rifles  under  Col.  Harney, 
and  took  up  his  quarters  at  the  palace.  He  left  Acajeie 
in  the  morning  and  from  information  received  was  al- 
most certain  that  the  little  party  would  be  attacked  by  2 
or  3,000  Mexican  cavalry  under  Gen.  Canalize  but  not 
one  was  seen. 

The  command  here  has  been  annoyed  by  continued 
rumors  of  an  attack  by  troops  from  Mexico,  aided  by  a 
rising  of  the  iiihaliitanis  of  the  city,  but  the  most  active 
measures  have  been  taken  to  guard  against  surprise.  I 
enclose  a proclamation  issued  by  Gen.  Worth  to-day. 

As  regards  ihe  next  movement  of  ihe  army,  I can  give 
no  information.  General  Twiggs’  division  will  be  up  to- 
morrow or  next  day,  and  then  a more  definite  plan  of 
operations  will  be  adopted. 

I send  this  offhap-hazard  bv  the  diligencia  to  Jalapa, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  reach  N.  Orleans. 

Puebla,  May  30. — Intelligence  was  received  yesterday 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  up  to  the  day  before  the  28th 
Santa  Anna  on  that  day  submitted  to  the  congre.ss  a 
formal  resignation  of  his  office  as  president  interimo,  and 
the  members  of  boih  houses  went  at  once  into  se.ssion, 
to  deliberate  upon  the  matter.  The  result  of  Ihe  new 
election  for  piesident  is  not  vet  known,  but  the  opinion 
gains  ground  that  Herrera  w ill  be  the  succesful  candi- 
date. 

There  are  no  troops  between  this  and  ihe  city  of  Mexi 
CO,  nor  are  there  any  fortifications  in  process  of  construc- 
tion either  at  Rio  Frio  or  El  Penon.  What  with  the 
National  Guard,  the  Indians  under  Alvarrz,  the  Guana 
juato  troops  under  Cortazar,  and  the  odds  and  ends  un- 
der Valencia  and  other  generals  there  may  be  some 
25,000  badly  armed  and  equipped  at  the  capital.  All 
was  doubt,  hesiialion  and  confusion  among  ihe  officers 
and  no  one  knew  what  to  do.  This  is  the  latest  and 
most  reliable  intelligence. 

Puebla,  June  3.  Kendall  is  too  unwell  to  write  to  you, 
and  as  there  is  an  extraordinary  express  about  leaving 
for  Jalapa,  I concluded  a few  lines  even  from  a stranger 
from  this  interesting  quarter  might  not  prove  unaccepta- 
ble. 

Gen.  Scott  and  staff,  with  the  dragoons,  a train  of 
about  forty  wagons,  Mr.  Kendall,  your  humble  servant 
and  no  particular  quantity  of  adventurers  reached  Pue- 
bla on  the  27ih  ult.,  and  on  the  28ih  General  Twiggs’ 
divison,  wit.i  the  big  train;  all  of  whom,  and  which  com- 
bined w ith  the  previ  us  arrivals,  give  us  a force  of  about 
6000  men,  600  wagons  and  near  5000  horses  and  mules- 
Maj  Gen.  Quitman  and  Maj  Gen.  Worth  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  town  thirteen  days  when  we  arrived. 
Two  days  ago  it  was  thought  Gen.  Scott  would  move 
immediately  on  the  capital,  but  I think  this  morning  he 
will  remain  here  three  or  four  weeks,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  he  will  not  only  have  slightly  increased 
his  army  but  will  have  all  his  horses  in  good  condition. 

The  Ne-iv  Orleans  Delta  gives  the  following  synop- 
sis of  the  news. 

The  following  highly  important  intelligence  was 
communicated  to  us  by  Lieuts.  Floyd  and  McWil- 
liaiDS,  ol  the  2d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  came 
over  on  the  steamship  Galveston,  this  morning  at  6 
o’clock.  On  the  ‘tlh  a small  recruiting  parly,  togeth 
er  with  some  citizens  and  disbanded  soldiers,  in  num- 
ber ab  nit  150  w ith  75  armed  men,  and  thirty  moun. 
ted,  left  Puebla  for  Vera  Cruz.  This  parly  was  un 

der  command  of  Capt.  Bainbridge,  of  3d  artillery 

On  leaving  Jalapa  and  getting  near  Cerro  Gordo,  th  is 
parly  was  informed  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
go  through  the  pass,  as  there  were  about  4000  Mexi- 
cans in  the  ehaparral  along  the  pass.  Previous  to  this 
two  officers  who  had  gone  to  the  rear  of  the  train 
were  fired  at  from  the  chaparral.  At  the  mouth  of 
the  pass  the  parly  was  organized  and  marched  through 
wiUioul  meeting  an  enemy.  Arrived  at  the  bridge 
that  evening.  Whilst  they  were  bivouacked  on  the 
Qlfier  aide  of  the  brigade^  beihg  a«  fatigued  thaV  tfiej 


were  unable  to  furni.ili  a guard,  they  "-ere  informed 
that  some  persons  were  barricadin?  the  brnlge.  A 
guard  was  then  stationed  between  the  bridge  and  the 
encampment,  to  prevent  the  parly  being  surprised. 
At  (his  time  signal  lights  on  the  ridges  and  cliffs  were 
distinctly  seen. 

Before  daylight  the  sick  and  wounded  of  this  little 
party  were  removed  to  Santa  Anna’s  hacienda — a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  bridge.  A scouting  party 
was  then  sent  out,  and  also  a party  to  clear  the 
bridge,  which  was  done  w ilhoul  any  opposition.  The 
main  body  of  the  party  then  passed  over  the  bridge. 
Everything  appearing  then  to  be  safe,  and  all  danger 
being  pas-ed,  Lieut.  McWilliams  and  :Mr.  Frazer 
w ere  sent  back  to  bring  on  the  train  on  the  other  side 
of  the  bridge.  Just  as  they  were  entering  the  bridge 
a party  of  about  twenty  five  Mexicans  appeared  on 
the  ridge,  and  fired  several  vollies  on  them.  The 
wagon  master  and  four  others,  who  were  passing  the 
bridge,  were  fired  on  and  the  whole  five  were  killed, 
and  a wagon  was  captured,  of  no  great  value. 

After  the  fire  had  ceased,  a parly  of  lancers  ap- 
peared on  the  bridge  and  seemed  to  be  preparing  to 
charge,  but  seeing  that  Capt.  Bainbridge’s  party  were 
preparing  to  receive  them,  they  wheeled  their  horses 
and  galiopped  off 

Capt.  Bainbridge  resumed  his  march  in  good  order, 
followed  by  400  or  500  of  the  lancers,  who  hung  upon 
his  rear  and  flanks  for  four  or  five  miles,  but  at-  a 
respectable  distance.  Thus  hemmed  in  this  lillle 
parly  pursued  its  way  until  it  arrived  at  the  pass  of 
La  Voilta,  where  Col.  McIntosh  had  encamped  with 
his  large  train.  The  Mexicans  who  had  attacked 
Bair.bridge’s  party  were  the  same  who  had  compelled 
Col.  McIntosh  to  halt  and  wait  for  reinforcements. 
The  party  remained  that  night  in  McIntosh’s  camp, 
and  during  the  whole  lime  the  Mexicans  kept  a con- 
tinual fire  on  the  camp,  approaching,  with  the  great- 
est boldness,  very  near  to  our  sentinels. 

On  the  next  day  Capt.  Bambridge’s  parly  resumed 
its  march  to  Vera  Cruz,  being  joined  by  Capt.  Dupe- 
ru’s dragoons,  who  were  sent  back  to  got  their  hor- 
ses. This  company,  with  its  gallant  Captain,  had 
behaved  very  handsomely  in  the  attack  on  McIntosh’s 
camp.  Its  gallantry  was  the  theme  of  universal 
praise  and  admiration  in  the  army.  Indeed,  it  was 
generally  admitted  that  Col.  McIntosh’s  command 
was  saved  by  the  gallantry  of  Duperu’s  parly.  Bam- 
bridge’s party  continued  their  march  to  Vera  Cruz, 
where  they  arrived  in  safety.  In  the  meantime 
Duperu’s  parly,  having  a long  return  tram  to  guard, 
and  being  threatened  by  a large  body  of  lancers, 
halted  at  Santa  Fe,  where  they  « ere  charged  by  a 
greatly  superior  force,  which  they  gallantly  repulsed, 
killing  many  of  the  enemy,  and  sufi'ering  no  loss 
themselves.  It  was  said,  however,  that  some  of  our 
wagons  were  cut  off,  and  the  drivers  taken  prisoners. 
Capt.  Duperu  arrived  safely  in  Vera  Cruz,  having 
lost  three  killed  and  three  wounded. 

On  the  day  Capt.  Bainbridge’s  party  left  McIn. 
tosh’s  camp  Gen.  Cadwallader  had  arrived,  with  a 
force  of  800  men  and  two  howitzers.  Tlie  two  com- 
mands were  then  joined,  making,  in  all,  about  1000 
men,  with  two  how  itzers,  under  the  command  of 
General  Cadwallader,  and  pushed  on  towards  the 
National  Biidge. 

On  approaching  the  bridge  General  Cadwallader 
eccupied  the  heights  coinmanding  the  bridge,  Irora 
which  Ihe  enemy  had  fired  on  Capt.  Baiiibridge’s 
parly,  where  he  was  attacked  by  a large  force  of  the 
Mexicans,  posted  in  the  ridges  and  chaparral,  and 
some  haid  fighting  was  carried  on  lor  several  hours, 
the  Mexicans  losing  more  than  100  men,  and  Gen. 
Cadwallader  losing  some  13  killed  and  some  30  or  40 
wounded.  The  Mexicans  were  lepulseo;  the  bridge 
was  successfully  passed  by  General  Cadwallader, 
who  was  OB  bis  way  to  Jalapa. 

The  estimated  loss  of  Colonel  McIntosh’s  party  is 
about  ^40,000.  For  miles  the  road  is  strewed  with 
empty  Doxes  and  bacon  sides,  which  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  'i'here  is  a grear  deal  of  dissat- 
islaclion  in  the  army,  respeeting  the  conduct  ot  the 
command  which  had  charge  ol  Itie  train.  'Fhere  will 
be  a court  of  inquiry  into  tUe  subject. 

The  garrison  at  Jalapa  has  been  broken  up,  by 
order  ol  Gen.  Scott,  and  all  the  sick  and  government 
stores  have  been  sent  to  Perote  Castle,  so  that  this 
line  ol  communication  is  entirely  closed.  General 
Scott  has  had  a road  opened  from  Perote  toTuxpan, 
from  w hich  in  future,  all  our  stores  and  u.en  will  be 
sent,  in  preference  to  the  old  road.  The  Engineer 
corps  have  completed  a fine  road  from  Tuxpaii  to 
Perote,  the  distance  being  less  than  one  naif  that 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  Perote,  and  Tuxpan  being  a heal- 
thier place. 

The  success  of  the  attack  on  ftlclnlosh’s  command 
has  given  great  confidence  to  the  gueriillas,  who  a.-e 
swarming  in  great  numhers  through  the  country,  and 
aHaekmg  ajl  our  parties,  large  arid  small. 

was  owing  to  Iho  gallanuy  oi  Major  Bets- 
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nett,  the  payma'«ter,  that  the  specie  wagons  in  Mc- 
Intosh’s parly  were  saved.  He  was  in  one  of  them 
himself  when  the  wagon  was  attacked,  and  fought 
like  a tiger. 

We  are  pained  to  hear  that  the  fine  charger  sent 
out  by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  to  Col.  Harney 
was  captured  by  the  Mexicans.  Their  daring  was 
so  great  that  they  even  lariated  a woman  who  was 
in  the  wagon,  but  she  was  rescued  by  our  men  after 
some  hard  fighting. 

There  are  about  1000  men  in  camp  at  Vera  Cruz. 

General  Shields  was  at  Jalapa,  and  was  about  to 
leave  for  the  United  States,  when  he  received  an 
order  from  Gen.  Scott  to  join  him  at  Puebla. 

There  are  no  preparations  to  defend  any  point 
between  Puebla  and  the  Capital.  All  the  odds  and 
ends  of  the  army  are  collected  in  the  city,  about  20- 

000  in  number,  but  poorly  armed,  and  of  miserable 
material.  There  was  a small  pronuhciamiinto  at  the 
city  of  Mexico,  which  was  easily  put  down  by  Gen. 
Bustamente.  It  was  got  up  by  factions  of  the  peace 
party.  The  cry  was  “ilown  with  Santa  Anna!”  but 
the  president  nd  inim'm  still  maintains  his  power  and 

1 ifluence.  Congress  has  refused  to  accept  his  re- 
signation. 

We  have  about  6000  men  at  Puebla,  under  com- 
mand of  Worlli  and  Quitman. 

Gen.  Scott  will  remain  at  Puebla  until  he  is  rein- 
forced. Gen.  Bravo  is  in  command  of  the  army  at 
the  capital. 

There  is  much  sickness  at  Vera  Cruz,  but  very 
little  in  the  Castle.  Col.  Wilson  publishes  a card  in 
the  Eagle  pronouncing  the  statement  of  Col.  Mata, 
that  La  Vega  had  been  confined  in  the  guard  house 
of  the  Castle  to  be  false. 

The  little  party,  who  cut  their  way  from  Jalapa  to 
Vera  Cruz, and  so  narrowly  escaped  the  many  perils 
that  surrounded  them,  express  themselves  under  the 
greatest  oiiligations  to  Capt.  Bainbridge,  Mr.  Karns 
and  Adj  Dutton,  for  their  coolness,  prudence  and 
judgment  in  conducting  them  in  safety  through  their 
many  dangers. 

Gen.  Cudwallader  is  much  praised  for  the  energy 
and  promptness  of  his  movements  to  the  rescue  of 
McIntosh,  and  for  the  bravery  aud  skill  with  which 
he  scattered  the  swarms  of  guerrillas,  grown  confi- 
dent by  the  success  of  their  previous  enterprises. 

R«jon,  and  five  other  generals,  whose  names  are 
not  given,  had  been  arrested  and  sent  to  the  ditierenl 
stales  for  confinement. 

The  gallant  Captain  Walker  has  commenced  his 
work  of  retaliation  on  the  guerrillas.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8lb  inst.be  started  with  his  command 
from  Perole  on  an  expedition  some  distance  into  the 
interior.  During  the  expedition  he  succeeded  in 
capturing  nineteen  guerrillas  and  an  alcade — be  has 
employed  them  in  cleaning  the  streets  and  sinks. 

A letter  had  been  received  in  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
15th  ult.  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Galveston, 
direct  from  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  Scott,  stating 
that  Gen  Scott  had  issued  orders  for  the  removal  of 
the  Government  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tuxpan.  This 
change  was  said  to  be  in  part,  owing  to  the  sickness 
in  Vera  Cruz,  and  because  communication  could  be 
more  easily  kept  up  between  Tuxpan  and  Puebla 
than  between  the  lailer  place  and  Vera  Cruz.  All 
the  public  stores  in  Vera  Cruz  would  in  that  case,  be 
removed  to  Tuxpan,  and  troops  only  sufficient  to 
garrison  the  place,  lell  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  activity 
displayed  among  the  different  vessels  in  the  harbor 
of  Vera  Cruz  in  shifting  the  cargoes  from  vessels 
having  but  smalls  portions  of  Government  property 
ou  board,  into  others  nearly  full,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  a move,  would  go  far  to  confirm  the 
rumor  of  a change  in  the  base  of  operations. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  says  there  had  not 
been,  up  to  the  Iasi  accounts,  a single  case  of  yellow 
fever  in  the  Castle  ai  Vera  Cruz,  and  only  two  deaths 
since  Capt.  Blanchard’s  company  left.  In  the  to.vn 
there  is  much  fever,  and  the  deaths  average  nine  or 
ten  a day.  It  is  confined  mostly  to  laborers  and  fo 
reigners,  (not  Americans.)  We  make  this  statement 
on  unduuhled  authority. 

A leiier  from  Vera  Cruz  of  the  13th  instarit  says 

Vessels  are  daily  arriving  with  troops,  and  there  are 
now  about  1,000  at  camp  ready  to  proceed  to  the 
interior.  Most  of  them  are  companies  belonging  to 
the  new  regiments. 

The  British  royal  mail  steamer  Avon  arrived  at 
Vera  Ciuz  on  the  12tti,  with  me  European  mail  for 
Mexico,  forty  five  days  from  England,  by  way  of 
Dearly  all  the  West  India  ports. 

One  DAT  LATER  ACCOUNTS..  The  steamer  James 
Li.  Day  ariiveh  at  New  Orleans  from  Vera  Cruz  on 
the  21»l  ult.  She  leil  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th,  louch- 
I8Ui^^  17th,  Brazos  St.  Jjgo  on  the 

The  main  interest  excited  by  this  arrival,  centres 
n the  report  communicated  to  the  James  L.  Day,  by 


Mr.  Clifton,  the  pilot  of  Tampico,  who  boarded  her 
on  the  17lh  off  that  city.  He  staled  that  they  were 
in  daily  expectation  of  an  attack  from  the  Mexicans, 
who  were  reported  to  be  1,500  strong  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  ult.  a demonstration  was 
made  by  the  Mexicans  in  Tampico  to  rise.  The 
American  authorities,  however,  ha  I timely  informa- 
tion of  the  contemplaled  movement,  and  to  suppress 
it,  if  attempted,  called  out  the  troops,  who  lay  on 
their  arms  all  night.  There  was  then  no  demonstra- 
tion of  revolt  made. 

On  the  15lh  ultimo,  a party  of  Mexican  lancers 
attacked  tlie  outposts  at  Tampico,  and  drove  the 
sentinels  into  the  city.  On  the  16th  a party  of  ran- 
cheros  attacked  the  pilot  station  and  were  greeted  by 
a discharge  from  half  a dozen  muskets,  when  they 
retreated. 

The  most  important  intelligence  brought  by  this 
arrival  is  the  flattering  prospect  of  peace.  Captain 
Wood,  of  the  D.  informs  us  that  information  had 
been  received  at  Vera  Cruz  before  the  Day  left,  that 
Generals  Scott  and  Worth,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  had  advanced  as  far  as  Rio  Frio,  without 
opposition,  and  were  met  at  that  place  by  a deputa- 
tion from  the  capital,  with  propositions  for  peace. 
The  exact  tenor  of  the  propositions  was  not  known; 
they  were,  however,  of  such  a nature,  that  General 
Scott  refused  to  accept  them,  and  was  determined 
to  push  on  his  forces  to  the  capita).  From  the  deep 
anxiety  felt  by  the  new  government  if  the  term  go- 
vernment can  be  applied  to  any  party  or  power  in 
Mexico,  to  stay  the  march  of  our  forces  on  the  capi 
tal,  it  was  thought  that  further  concessions  would 
be  made  to  Gen.  Scott  before  he  took  up  bis  line  of 
march  from  Rio  Frio. 

A letter  dated  Santa  Fe,  (near  Vera  Cruz),  5lh 
ultimo,  says — “Yesterday  it  was  painful  to  witness 
the  men  dropping  down  along  the  road,  from  sheer 
exhaustion.  Captain  Duperu’s  company,  owing,  to 
some  culpable  niismauagement  in  the  commissary’s 
or  quartermaster’s  department  at  Vera  Cruz,  was  sent 
as  a portion  of  the  escort  to  the  large  train,  without 
either  horses  or  arms!  Last  night  when  we  encamp- 
ed at  a small  stream,  called  Rio  Medio,  the  horses 
in  the  train  were  without  a particle  of  forage.  The 
men  of  Capt.  Duperu’s  company  were  in  a like  con- 
dition, so  far  as  the  article  of  provent,  as  Maj.  Dal- 
getiy  would  say,  was  concerned.  Capt.  D although 
provided  himself  with  a splendid  horse,  preferred  to 
share  the  fate  of  his  brave  men,  and  refused  to  ride 
while  bis  men  had  to  foot  it.” 

A letter  received  in  Savannah,  dated  Tampico, 
Juno,  1847,  says — “Since  1 last  wrote  you,  the  sick- 
ness has  decreased  somewhat;  but  the  truth  is,  that 
nearly  all  those  sick  have  died.  The  Louisiana  re- 
giment have  now  but  300  men  fit  for  duty.  The  rest 
are  either  in  the  hospital  or  in  their  graves.” 

The  New  Orleans  Times  of  the  22d  instant,  says — 
Nothing  new  had  reached  Vera  Cruz  from  the  inte- 
rior. Gen.  Cadwallader  bad,  no  doubt,  met  little 
opposition  after  passing  the  National  Bridge,  as  it 
was  stated  that  Jarauta,  the  Priest,  who  headed  the 
guerrillas,  in  their  attack  on  Cal.  McIntosh’s  train, 
had  returned  to  Vera  Cruz  in  disguise;  there  to  await 
another  favorable  opportunity  fur  a successful  hos- 
tile demonstration  against  us.  The  Government 
agents  were  in  hut  pursuit  of  him;  the  Cathedral  had 
been  surrounded  by  American  soldiers,  to  intercept 
liis  egress,  as  it  was  reported  be  bad  taken  refuge 
there.  His  horse  and  his  trappings  had  been  found. 

The  feeling  in  Vera  Cruz  is  very  strong  in  repro- 
bation of  the  manner  in  which  the  train  was  conduct- 
ed; had  it  been  properly  commanded,  it  is  asserted,  it 
would  have  effected  its  passage  to  Jalapa,  in  safety, 
without  requiring  a reinforcement  from  Vera  Cruz. 

A communication  says,  that  in  the  first  attack,  one 
company  of  our  dragoons  broke,  as  did  some  other 
detachments  of  the  escort,  owing,  as  it  is  alleged,  to 
want  of  officers.  To  Capt.  Duperu  and  his  men,  who 
fought  most  bravely  are  we  considerably  indebted  for 
the  safety  of  the  treasure. 

Capt.  Wood,  of  the  James  L.  Day,  informs  us  that 
a report  reached  Vera  Cruz  on  ine  16th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, of  an  attack  haring  been  made  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  guerrillas  and  rancheros,  a hundred  of 
them,  cn  twenty  Americans,  some  distance  from  the 
city.  The  latter,  it  was  said,  were  cut  to  pieces. 

Just  as  the  James  L.  Day  weighed  anchor,  2,  P.  M 
news  was  brought  on  board  that  two  Mexicans  bad 
been  arrested  uy  the  police,  supposed  to  be  spies. 

MANIFESTO  OF  SANTA  ANNA. 

JHani/esto  of  His  Excellency  the  President  ad  interim  of 
the  Italian. 

The  unpropitiuus  events  oi  the  war  hare  conducted 
me  to  the  capital  of  tlie  Republic,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  law  1 tiave  oiioe  mure,  and  that  lor  a short 
lime,  seized  the  reius  of  the  state.  It  becomes  my 
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duty  to  explain  to  the  nation  the  grave  and  powerful 
motives  of  this  conduct  and  the  course  I intend  te 
pursue  in  the  solemn  moments  which  are  to  decide 
the  life  or  death,  the  honor  or  disgrace  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Ever  since  the  commencement  of  our  just  contest 
with  the  United  States,  fortune  has  treated  us  with 
disdain,  and  has  rendered  unavailing  the  efforts  of 
honor  and  patriotism,  made  for  the  most  noble  and 
holy  cause  which  has  ever  been  defended  on  earth. 
The  defeat  of  Cerro  Gordo  has  only  been  a link  io 
the  chain  of  our  misfortunes,  to  try,  perhaps  whether 
we  are  capable  of  overcoming  by  our  constancy  the 
iron  destiny  which  pursues  us  without  pity. 

Hardly  had  the  valor  of  the  soldiers  of  the  republic 
succeeded  in  humbling  the  pride  of  the  Americans  in 
the  field  of  Angostura,  carrying  off  the  trophies  of 
victory,  when  the  imperious  necessity  to  put  an  end 
to  the  discord  which  was  destroying  the  beautiful  city 
brought  me  hither,  in  conformity  with  the  invitatioa 
of  a respeetable  majority  of  the  National  Congress. 
Having  accomplished  this  object,  1 proceeded  to  the 
next  most  important,  that  of  preventing,  if  possible, 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who,  being  already  in 
possession  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Ulua,  was  in  search  of  a 
better  climate  to  escape  the  rigor  of  the  season.  In 
three  days  I went  from  Mexico  to  a position  recom- 
mended of  old  by  those  experienced  in  the  art  of  war, 
and  fortified  it  as  well  as  the  want  of  time  and  scar- 
city of  means  permitted, uniting  in  it  iwo  brigades  of 
the  army  of  the  north,  some  other  troops,  without 
discipline,  and  some  bodies  of  recruits.  The  enemy 
fought  with  the  greater  and  the  most  select  portion 
of  his  army,  and  although  he  gained  the  battle,  it 
cost  him  much  blood,  and  he  received  another  proof 
that  the  Mexicans  do  not  refuse  to  fight,  although 
the  circumstances  are  unfavorable  to  them.  As  far 
as  regards  myself,  I am  satisfied  that  1 spared  no 
exertion  nor  fatigue  to  snatch  a favor  from  fate,  and 
that  I exposed  my  existence  as  long  as  1 entertained 
any  hope  of  regaining  the  day. 

Escaped  as  by  miracle  out  of  the  hands  ol  the 
enemy,  I proceeded  to  Orizaba  with  the  intention  of 
uniting  the  dispersed,  to  gather  new  troops,  and  to 
prepare  further  resistance  to  our  daring  invaders,  my 
firmest  resolution  having  always  been  never  to  despair 
of  the  fate  of  the  country,  nor  to  abandon  it  under  its 
greatest  reverses.  Twenty  days  sufficed  to  form  an 
army,  with  which  1 proceeded  to  the  city  of  Puebla, 
desirous  of  increasing  my  material,  in  order  to  render 
more  important  services. 

The  enemy  in  the  meantime  undertook  his  march 
to  the  same  city,  satisfied  that  do  defence  had  beea 
organized,  nor  had  the  public  spirit  been  suitably 
excited.  It  is  most  painful  and  afflicting  to  the  nation 
that  a city  so  distinguished  by  its  warlike  spirit  during 
the  civil  wars  should  have  been  made  to  appear 
indifferent  in  the  most  dangerous  crisis  which  the 
Republic  has  passed  since  the  conquest  of  her  sacred 
independence. 

Without  entering  into  an  analysis  as  to  the  causes 
which  brought  about  such  a lamentable  occurrence, 

I will  merely  observe  that  its  first  consequence  was 
my  retreat  to  San  Marlin  Texmalucan,  in  order  to 
discuss  and  determine  what  would  be  most  condu- 
cive to  the  interest  of  the  service.  A council  of  war 
having  been  called  by  me,  it  determined  that  the 
army  of  the  east  should  continue  its  march  to  the 
capital,  in  order  to  defend  and  save  it  at  all  hazard. 

It  is  undoubted  that  the  splendor  and  honor  of  the 
nation  would  be  tarnished  forever  if  theeneuiy  sbouid 
find  open  the  gales  of  the  most  important  city,  in 
which  reside  the  supreme  authorities  of  the  nation — 
a city  which  abounds  most  in  resources,  and  oilers 
the  greatest  laciliiics  for  the  creation,  organization 
and  concentration  of  forces — a city,  wliich,  by  its  rela- 
tions for  ages  with  the  rest  of  the  republic,  exercises 
such  ail  influence  over  its  destiny  that  the  loss  of  one 
would  expose  the  loss  of  the  other;  and  although  wo 
must  expect  much  from  the  constancy  of  Mexicans 
— of  that  constancy  superior  to  all  the  rigors  of  for- 
tune— it  is  not  prudent  to  expose  it  to  the  risk  of 
probabilities.  How  can  we  forget  that  after  the  fall 
of  this  city  canoe  the  ruin  of  the  Eiiijiire  of  the  Aztec.^ 
And  when  Mexico  surrendered,  in  1821,  did  ihe 
power  of  Spain  maintain  itself  one  day  longer  on  our 
privileged  soil?  These  recollections  had  a powerful 
weight  on  ray  mind,  and  1 have  arrived  to  attempt 
to  Iruslrale  the  most  vehement  desire  of  the  enemy, 
that  ol  rendering  hirasell  master  of  the  city,  which 
It  one  of  the  first  of  the  American  continent. 

My  return  to  the  exercises  of  the  Supreme  E.tecu- 
tive  lor  the  lew  days  which  will  elapse  until  the  new 
election,  was  one  to  chance,  and  also  to  necessity,  on 
account  of  the  reluctance  to  continue  in  conimand  of 
the  modest  and  pure  patriot  who  so  worthily  guveroed 
during  my  absence  with  the  army.  Forced  in  spile 
of  my  vehement  resistance  to  uke  charge  of  (he 
direction  ol  atidirs,  1 submitted  immediately  to  the 
deliberation  of  all  the  officers  pre.sent  in  the  oapitsl 
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the  question  of  its  defence,  and  it  was  unanimously 
determined  upon — consulting  not  only  the  rules  of 
war,  but  also  the  utility  of  remoting  the  people  to  a 
greater  distance  from  the  risk  of  sufi'ering  from  the 
projectiles  of  the  enemy.  But  if  the  fate  of  war  should 
bring  them  to  this  beautiful  city,  its  inhabitants  will 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  of  great  talue,  though  not 
greater  than  the  whole  nation,  and  that  an  unfading 
glory  will  be  reserved  to  it,  if  all  resolve  to  imitate  the 
example  of  great  nations — to  lose  every  thing  except 
honor. 

At  the  same  time  that  1 recommind  immediate 
sacrifices  to  the  generous  capital  of  the  republic,  the 
States  ofthe  federation  are  bound  to  assist  it  promptly 
with  troops,  money,  and  all  other  resources  in  which 
they  abound.  The  federal  system,  which  was  called 
for  with  entnusiasm  by  the  nation,  and  for  the  re- 
establishment of  which  1 have  labored  with  purity 
and  loyalty,  multiplies  the  centres  of  action,  and,  far 
from  contributing  to  the  debility  and  decay  of  the 
whole,  it  bestows  power  and  energy  when  all  the 
•Sorts  centre  in  one  point.  This  practice  of  isolation, 
or  more  properly  called  unaccountable  egotism,  fos- 
ters the  hopes  of  the  enemies  of  federation,  and  gives 
to  the  enemy  all  the  advantages  of  disunion.  How 
could  he  dare  to  advance  into  tl.e  heart  of  the  re- 
public, if  he  were  not  encouraged  by  the  sad  per- 
spective of  our  dissensions?  flow  great  will  be  the 
responsibilities  of  the  authorities  of  the  States  if  they 
assist,  without  arousing  themselves,  at  the  funeral  of 
the  Rapuhlit?  Energy  and  sacrifices  for  a few  months 
are  sufficient  to  shake  off  the  joke  of  the  invaders. — 
He  is  powerless  in  himself;  his  situation  is  extremely 
hazardous:  let  us  take  courage  lor  one  day,  and  we 
shall  be  free  forever! 

The  CO  operation  of  all  classes  of  society  and  of 
every  single  individual  is  also  necessary.  The  clergy 
cannot  conscientiously  submit  to  ifje  damnation  ol  a 
people  who  admit  as  a dogma  of  tbeir  government 
the  toleration  of  all  religions.  Are  they  already 
determined  to  suffer  that  in  front  of  the  very  temple 
in  which  the  Holy  Host  is  adoi  ed  Pretestanl  churciies 
should  be  erected?  The  sacrifice  of  part  of  its  wealth 
would  prevent  their  losing  the  remainder,  together 
with  the  privilege  sanctioned  by  our  laws  and  which 
the  United  Slates  do  not  respect.  Dues  the  land  pro- 
prietor know  how  hard  and  exacting  are  the  decrees 
of  the  conquerors?  If  the  high  social  advantages,  if 
the  blessings  of  independence  are  so  little  appreciated, 
and  if  to  be  ranked  among  the  independent  and  sove- 
feign  nations  has  no  loi  ger  any  value  to  Mexico, 
why  did  we  contend  during  eleven  consecuiive  years, 
spilling  torrents  ot  blood  and  desolating  eur  own 
country,  in  order  to  make  it  tree?  'J  he  moment  has 
finally  arrived  to  explain  ail  in  order  to  save  all. — 
\Vo  to  him  who  dots  not  comprehend  the  gravity  of 
our  position! 

It  16  now  we  are  reaping  the  bitter  fruits  of  our 
inexperience  during  the  years  in  which  we  have 
governed  ouiselves.  A nation,  arrogant  and  coveting 
our  elements  of  power  and  wealth,  has  been  watch- 
ing, like  a tiger  lying  in  wail  for  its  prey,  the  mo- 
ment when  the  civil  discord  should  have  debilitated 
and  prostrated  the  nation,  to  surpiise  and  subdue  us 
And  when  the  enemy  is  carrying  into  execution  his 
nefarious  inltiiiions  we  do  not  even  correct  ourselves. 
Disunion  progresses — sedition  increases — the  politi- 
cal passions  are  agitated  in  the  worst  sense — and  as 
if  it  were  nothing  that  the  foreign  enemy  should  be 
combatting  us,  w e endeavor  lo  deprive  the  authorities 
of  power,  and  with  a latal  blindness  and  perverseness 
prevent  them  from  uuderiaking  the  defence  of  our 
cauniry. 

Of  these  truths  1 am  at  cnee  the  witness  and  the 
victim.  Since  my  return  lioni  exile  1 have  only 
thought  of  the  salvation  of  tiie  republic.  Did  ] not 
hasten  to  create  and  organize  a powerful  army?  Did 
1 not  meet  the  enemy  wiihout  regard  to  risk  and 
darigei?  Did  i not  tiaveite  the  whole  lepuhlic  lo 
close  the  road  to  the  cruel  conqueror  of  Vera  Uruz? 
Have  1 not  in  all  directions  sought  the  front  of  ihe 
enemy?  My  duty  was  to  combat  and  1 liave  loughi. 
Am  1 the  master  of  victory  to  detain  her  as  my  slave? 
My  courage  was  not  moie  vigorous  at  Tstnpico  than 
at  Cerro  Goido,  and  fortune  whiih  permitted  me 
there  to  add  another  laurel  to  the  many  glories  ol 
the  nation,  lias  relused  lo  let  me  secure  her  happiness. 
It  IS,  however,  consoling  to  me  that  the  injustice  of 
men  is  not  lasting,  and  what  still  more  consoles  me 
is  that  the  majority  ol  my  countrymen  are  impariiu 
and  intelligent,  and  that  ii.ey  will  pardon  my  errors 
and  esteem  iiiy  constant  devoiion  lo  the  service. 

As  regards  the  interest  ai  d delence  of  the  nation  J 
(ball  be  11  flexible.  1 intend  thai  the  war  n.ust  he 
continued  until  our  position  improves.  Tl.e  conqueroi 
oppresses  the  vanquished  and  accoids  him  nothing 
but  an  inglorious  peace.  Will  the  nalmii  peimilthal 
an  immense  poitioii  ol  its  lerritory  shall  he  tom  Iroiii 
it?  Can  it  eonsent  lo  be  called  a nation  when  it  has 
ccastd  to  be  so  by  its  nullity  and  impotence! 


Should  the  close  of  my  public  life  be  near  at  hand, 

I desire  lo  terminate  it  leaving  exalted  lessons  of 
devotion  without  limit  to  the  cause  of  the  country. — 
As  long  as  I live  her  sovereign  will  shall  be  the 
constant  rule  of  my  conduct.  I desire  to  serve  my 
country  and  wish  that  all  may  serve  her  with  a firm- 
I ess  and  constancy  which  may  form  a rampart  against 
which  all  the  efforts  of  her  enemies  may  prove  una- 
vailing. 

Mexicans,  my  countrymen,  examine  my  actions 
and  let  them  respond  for  my  intentions.  If  the  Su- 
preme Arbiterofsociety  has  proved  us  in  the  crucible 
of  misfortune,  he  already  commences  to  show  his 
compassion  by  allowing  us  to  form  a constitution 
which  will  be  a table  of  salvation  in  our  troubles. — 

1 have  sw  orn  to  it.  1 have  signed  it  and  I will  defend 
it.  With  respect  to  the  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  nation,  I have  but  one  wish,  and  that  is  the 
inmost  of  my  heart,  "to  combat  and  die  for  them." 

Axtonio  Lopez  de  Sakta  Anka. 

Jiltsciee,  May  22,  IB47. 

SANTA  anna’s  letter  OP  RESIGNATION. 

Army  of  Operations  of  the  East,  Ayotia,  May  18,  1847. 

From  Ihe  moment  that  1 arrived  at  (his  place,  1 
learned  will)  deep  regret,  through  channels  worthy 
of  all  confidence,  that  my  appioach  lo  the  capital 
with  the  army  of  the  east  had  spread  the  greatest 
alarm  amo.ig  ils  inhabitants,  caused  by  the  idea  that 
it  was  intended  to  defend  the  city  within  its  own 
walls,  as  also  by  (he  agitation  of  party  interest,  which 
pulling  party  passions  in  motion,  appear  in  this  in 
stance  to  have  made  common  cause  with  the  enemies 
of  honor  and  of  the  independence  of  the  nation.— r 
Alarmed  by  this  intelligence,  which,  if  left  to  its 
natural  course,  would  not  only  rob  me  of  the  only 
properly  remaining  to  me  in  this  woild — my  honor — 
but  would  also  decidedly  endanger  the  sacred  cause 
w bich  we  defend,  1 have  thought  it  lo  be  my  duty  lo 
suspend  my  mareh,  in  order  to  render  an  account  to 
the  Supreme  Government  of  my  conduct  and  iiilen- 
liors,  trusting  that  the  loyalty  and  candor  with  which 
I ehall  explain  them,  will  prevent  the  last  and  most 
fatal  calamity  which  could,  in  our  present  position, 
befall  our  country,  “distrust  and  discord  among  those 
who  are  called  upon  lo  save  it.” 

When  1 commenced  the  march  to  this  city,  it  was 
in  obedience  to  a resolution  adopted  by  the  committee 
of  war,  of  which  I informed  your  excellency  in  my 
despatch  of  the  day  before  yesleiday,  in  which  it  v;as 
determined  that  the  salvation  of  the  capital  was  not 
only  necessary  and  advantageous  for  the  ulterior 
operatious  of  the  war,  but  might  be  suGicient  to  bring 
it  lo  a happy  and  honorable  conclusion.  Although 
fully  convinced  of  the  utility  of  this  measure,  I had 
notwithstanding,  resolved  to  submit  the  same  ques- 
tion, on  my  arrival  at  the  capital,  lo  another  and  mure 
numerous  meeting,  presided  over  by  the  oldest  ge- 
neral in  the  army,  detei mined  to  respect  ils  decision 
and  even  to  resign  niy  military  power,  which  I also 
manilested  to  your  excellency  in  my  above  named 
despatch.  Such  were  my  designs,  in  w hich  1 protest 
most  solen.nly  not  a thought  of  personal  aggrandize- 
ment or  ambition  had  a part.  The  nation  has  seen 
that  since  my  return  to  the  republic,  1 have  passed  my 
lime  in  the  field,  without  thinking  ef  the  supreme 
power,  until  a majority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  urged  me  to  pul  an  end  to  the  civil  war  which 
was  destroying  the  heart  of  the  nation. 

Not  even  this  complete  self-denial,  nor  the  nume- 
roui  and  severe  sacrifices  to  w Inch  1 have  submitted, 
have  been  sufficient  to  destroy  old  prejudices.  Ca- 
lumny and  suspicion  have  added  fiesh  worn.wood  to 
the  already  hitler  cup  of  my  life,  and  under  what 
cireumstaiiees?  Ala  moment  when  1 was  leading  lo 
the  defence  of  the  capital  an  army  drawn  from  ils 
ruins,  and  when  1 asked  ol  my  country  no  other  favor 
than  to  be  allowed  lo  die  in  its  defence.  Although 
this  unexpected  and  undeserved  retuin  ought  to 
absolve  Die  Irom  all  engagements,  furnishing  me  an 
oppoiiunity  lo  escape  with  honor  from  the  extremely 
d;fficull  position  in  which  1 find  myself  placed,  yet  1 
« ill  not  voluntarily  take  such  a step,  nor  shall  it  ever 
be  said  that  the  man  lo  whom  the  nation  entrusted 
her  salvation  did  not  have  recourse  lo  every  sacrifice, 
including  his  self-love  and  even  outward  appear 
ances,  before  he  retreated  from  before  the  enemy, 
and  that  if  ever  this  should  happen,  it  will  be  due  to 
invincible  obstacles;  and  finally  Ltcause  he  h.Td  been 
repudiated  by  his  countrymen. 

As  in  my  person  are  at  this  moment  united  two 
kinds  of  representations,  both  supreme — one  military 
and  the  other  poliiical — which  especially  claim  the 
lolfiln.enl  of  peculiar  duties,  it  is  necessary  that  1 
should  satisly  both.  1 will  do  so  as  cleaily  and  suc- 
cinctly as  Ihe  straitened  position  in  w hich  1 am  placed 
will  adii/it.  The  fiisl  requires  that  1 should  state 
Irtely  and  explicitly  my  opinion  respecting  the  mili- 
tary operations  unuer  n.y  thorge,  and  these  are  that 
iIjc  war  must  be  coKtinued  until  we  shall  have  obtain- 


ed ample  justice  from  our  unjust  aggressors;  and  that 
to  arrive  at  this  result  it  is  necessary  to  save  the 
capital  at  all  hazards,  because  its  defence  is  neces- 
sary for  the  basis  of  ulterior  operations,  and  becaiisa 
I fear,  with  good  reason, that  if  the  capital  should  be 
occupied  wiihout  resistance,  the  spirit  of  the  people 
will  be  broken,  and  that  the  complete  submission  of 
the  country  will  be  inevitable. 

My  duty  as  the  first  magistrate  of  the  nation,  at 
present  shamefully  censured  and  suspected  by  unjust 
and  artful  detractors,  requires  that  I shoulii  reiuove 
a pretext  invented  by  perfidy  and  pusillanimity  in 
order  to  neutralize  the  gi  nerous  efforts  which  the 
good  people  are  disposed  lo  make  for  the  salvation  of 
its  independence  and  honor.  In  order  lo  accomplish 
this,  it  is  indispensable  lo  make  know  n to  government 
my  programme,  to  which  1 have  previously  alluded, 
and  of  which  I now  repeat  the  following  two  points; 
First,  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the  basis  before  indi- 
cated; and  secondly,  to  consider  the  salvation  of  the 
capital  as  indispensable.  Being  determined  not  to 
admit  any  compromise  on  either  of  these  points,! 
communicate  the  same  lo  your  excellency,  that  you 
may  impart  the  same  lo  his  excellency  Ihe  president, 
and  should  he  decide  against  me,  you  will  at  once 
tender  my  resignation  as  commander  in  chief  and 
first  magistrate  of  ihe  republic,  and  lorward  my  pass- 
ports lo  retire  to  wherever  may  be  most  convenient 
for  nae. 

It  might  happen  that  although  there  may  be  an 
absolute  conformity  with  my  ideas,  it  may  be  tijoiight 
that  I would  be  an  obstacle  in  carrying  them  into 
dueellect.  I have  already  stated  that  these  circum- 
stances would  be  very  piopitious  lor  me  to  escape 
from  the  criiical  position  in  vvhich  1 am  placed  iti  an 
easy  and  honorable  manner  by  a prompt  dismissal 
from  service,  but  I have  loo  high  an  opinion  of  my 
duty.  1 know  the  obligation  I contracted  with  the 
nation  when  I was  placed  at  ils  head,  and  when  it 
confided  to  me  its  precious  defence.  1 shall  never 
betray  this  trust,  and  a voluntaiy  separation  from  the 
affair  would  make  me  believe  myself  guilty  of  a dis- 
honorable desertion.  My  country  finds  me  at  her 
tide,  and  1 am  determined  to  fulfil  the  mission  that 
has  been  confided  lo  me  lo  the  very  last  extremity, 
and  my  dearest  interest  and  my  very  existence  are 
staked  on  the  altar  of  liberty  and  independence  of 
ray  country. 

But  as  I vvish  to  hear  and  to  re-pect  the  sound 
opinion  of  the  nation,  I should  wish  that  the  Supreme 
Government,  speaking  lo  iiie  loyally  and  with  candor, 
should  make  known  whether  1 should  separate  my- 
self from  Ihe  trusts  that  have  been  cotitidevl  to  me., 
and  I will  not  hesitate  a moment  in  relinquishing 
them.  In  that  case  1 shall  have  given  way  lo  respec- 
table voices,  and  not  to  the  calculations  of  iiidiv  iaual 
interests  or  factions.  1 shah  retire  tianquilly  making 
this  last  sacrifice,  wliich  is  that  of  my  own  opinion, 
and  renouncing  the  satisfaction  of  spilling  my  blood 
for  my  country,  and  standing  by  her  in  the  moments 
of  her  affliction.  Seriors  Don  Manuel  Barande,  Don 
Hriaeio  'J  rigvieros  and  Don  Jose  Fernando  Raimrt  z, 
who  were  here  on  a Irientlly  visit,  are  commissioned 
lo  be  my  interpreters  near  tlie  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, and  I have  requested  them  to  enlarge  upon 
these  ideas  as  they  have  listened  to  them  trom  my 
lips. 

May  it  please  your  excellency  to  communicate  this 
note  to  bis  excellency,  the  president,  requesting  bun 
to  favor  me  with  an  answer  in  ilie  shortest  delay 
possible,  lo  enable  me  to  form  iny  ulterior  determi- 
nation. God  and  Liberty! 

Anionio  Lopez  De  Santa  Anna. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  IVar. 

The  following  reply  was  immediately  made  by  the 
Governu.enl  through  the  Minister  of  VVar: 
Department  of  War  and  Marine,  Mexico,  May  19,  1847. 

Your  Eacefitncj/— Having  given  an  atcounl  lo  his 
Excellency,  the  FiesnJenl  Substitute,  of  your  note 
in  yesterday’s  date,  liom  Ayotia,  in  which  you  ex- 
plain the  reasons  vv.hich  induced  you  to  conduct  ihe 
army  ol  the  east  tovvaids  the  capital,  and  stale  your 
proposition  and  opiumns  respecting  the  war,  and 
your  absolute  disinteresUdness  with  regard  to  the 
exercise  of  the  Supreme  Government,  his  Exiel- 
lency  has  ordered  me  to  reply,  which  1 have  now 
the  honor  of  doing,  that  the  ideas  of  your  excellency 
OB  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of  saving  the  capital 
at  all  cost,  are  the  same  which  have  been  always 
enlerlaiiied  by  his  Excellency,  the  President  Substi- 
tute,and  as  regards  the  resolution  of  your  Excellency 
to  separate  yourself  from  the  eopreme  command,  if 
it  should  be  thought  necessary,  his  Excellency  will 
only  be  able  lo  tell  you  ou  your  arrival  at  the  capital, 
and  to  invite  you  loimally  lo  lake  possession  ol  it, 
which  he  thinks  it  lo  he  Ins  duly  lo  do. 

All  which  1 have  the  honor  lo  communicate. 

Manuel  iViaria  de  Sandoval. 
His  Excellency  ,3iifo)iio  Lopez  De  Santa  Anna 
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“ARMT  OF  THE  NORTH.” 

IL.  OONIPHAN's  regiment  of  MISSOURI  MOUNTED 
VOLUN  PEERS. 

With  tlie  achievements'll  the  present  or  anv  other 

march  and  pC'' 


war  of  which  we  have  record,  tne 
formances  of  this  gallant  corps  will  not  fade  in  com- 
parison. 

The  following  brief  diary  of  their  ackieveinenls  are 
given  in  proof. 

June  6,  1846,  Mustered  in  service  at  Fort  Leaven- 
.1  orlh. 

June  22,  ” C 'inmenced  its  march  for  Mexico. 
Aug.  18,  “ Lutered  Santa  Fe. 

Wov.  22,  “ Treaty  with  Na»ajoe  Indians,  com- 
pleted at  Oj')  Hoser. 

Dec  25,  “ Battle  of  B.azilo. 

Dec.  27,  “ Entered  El  Paso. 

Feb.  2a,  1847,  Battle  ol  Sacramento. 

March  1,  *•  Entered  Cnihiiatiua. 

May  13,  “ B iile  of  El  Paso. 

May  22,  ” R ported  to  Gen.  Wool  at  Buena 

Vi-ta. 

May  27,  “ Reported  to  Gen.  Taylor  at  .Monte- 
rey. 

June  10,  “ Sailed  from  Brazos  S mliago. 

June  15.  *•  Arrived  at  Wevv  Orleans. 

Ttie  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  16th,  thus  no- 
tices their  arrival. 

The  ship  Republic,  Captain  Blevins,  arrived  last 
evening  from  Brazos  Santiago,  whence  she  sailed  on 
the  lUtli  inst. 

Paitrngers — Col.  Doniphan  and  seven  companies 
of  his  legimenl.  1st  M ssouri  volunteers,  namely, 
companies  A.  B,  C.  D,  F,  G,  and  H-  being  666  men 
in  all,  under  itie  command  of  Col.  A.  W.  Doniphan, 
Lieut.  Col.  Jai  kson,  and  Captains  Waldo,  Walton, 
M uss,  R id,  P.irs  IIS,  Hughes,  and  R-ogers.  Coin- 
p-aiiy  E of  this  regiment,  lium  F ranklin  county,  Mis- 
souri, under  Capiain  Stevenson,  trie  Chihuahua  Ran- 
gers under  Capiaiii  Hudson,  and  Capt.  Weighlman’s 
kilillery  CO. iipan>,  about  250  men  in  all,  left  the 
Biazus  on  a schooner  prior  to  the  departure  of  the 
Republic,  and  may  tionrly  be  expccle.i.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  Maj.  Gilpin,  Capt.  Weightmai.  and 
Lieut.  Gnidnii,  of  this  legtmeni  arrived  here  on  ibe 
Telegraph  on  Sunday  last. 

'I’he  legi.nenl  will  be  paid  off  and  mustered  out  of 
serv ice  iiiimedialely.  We  learn  that  the  men  are 
geiieralli  m fine  liealth.  We  give  a list  of  tne  deaths 
in  the  regiment  sub-equeni  to  leaving  Chihuahua. — 
Those  wuich  occurred  prior  to  that  lime  have  been 
reported  through  ibe  St.  Louis  papers. 

List  of  casualties  — Tne  following  men  of  Colonel 
Doiiipiidii's  co.uniaod  Have  died  since  his  departure 
from  Ciiihuahua,  viz:  2.1  Lieut.  Stephen  Jacksun, 
company  G,  (broUier  to  Lieut.  Col.  Congreve  Jack- 
son,)  died  ut  typhoid  lever  on  Sunday,  9. b May,  and 
was  buried  wiin  appropriate  military  honors  in  the 
Catholic  cemelry  ul'  Massmi.  Ou  the  Itlih  a Mr. 
King,  of  cuinpaiiy  B,  and  a Mr.  Ferguson,  of  com- 
pany D.died  ol  Sickness,  heal,  suffocation  from  dust, 
and  were  buried  at  San  Sebasliaii,  on  Rio  Nassas. — 
During  the  march  on  the  11th,  a Mr.  Mount,  of 
C'unpaiiy  A,  was  mis-oing — he  has  never  since  been 
heard  irom,  ..nd  was  douoiless  murdeied  by  Mexi- 
cans lurking  in  the  chaparral.  On  the  same  day,  A. 
McClure,  of  company  E,  died  and  was  buried  at 
San  Lireiiz  >.  O.i  the  14ih,  at  Barras,  Mr.  Licken 
lighter,  ill  llie  employ  ol  me  artillery,  was  severely 
beaten  by  l.he  Mexicans  and  afterwards  died  at  Mon- 
terey. O.I  the  23J  S.  SiDilh,  of  company  D,  died 
mnd  was  interred  near  Saltillo.  On  the  25ih  A.  Stuart, 
company  H,  died  and  was  bulled  at  ihe  base  of  the 
mountain,  lour  miles  above  Monterey.  Ou  the  31sl 
Mr.  Harp,  of  company  D,  died  and  was  buried  at 
Camargu.  Ou  the  1st  Jane  James  Svvain,  company 
G.  was  shot  by  Mexicans  lurking  in  the  chaparral; 
the  lives  of  several  ol  these  skuikuig  wretches  aton- 
ed for  the  atrocious  act.  During  our  passage  across 
the  Gulf,  Christopher  Smith,  company  G,  died  and 
was  comimlled  to  a watery  grave  on  the  14lh  June; 
and  Jacob  Ridge,  company  B,  died  on  me  15:b  iiist. 
just  before  our  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  and  will  be 
buried  this  day. 

The  affair  with  Ihe  Lipan  Indians  at  El  Paso. 

T.  • coueci  erioneous  iiiipiessions  reaulting  from 
previous  publications,  an  olhcer  ol  llie  rcgiuiciil  lur- 
uished  the  Picayune  with  me  fullort  iiig  account  ol 
the  battle. 

V\  line  Col.  D.miphan-s  column  was  on  its  march 
froii)  Ciiitiudiiu  I lu  riaiitiio,  a biiiull  aJvudce  pari> 
under  Captain  Keiu  ol  about  ihirty  rank  and  tile, 
arrived  at  El  Paso  (iwenly  tive  miles  above  Parras) 
very  early  on  me  muriung  ol  the  13m  May.  About 
9 A.  tVl.  a party  ol  Indians  was  seen  emerging  from 
a gap  ot  the  Miouiiiam.-, uistanl  auout  live  uiilcs,  and 
ii  aktng  Jirecl  lor  me  lanclio.  Our  troops  -.. enl  cut 
at  full  gallop  nearly  hail  a mile  to  meet  them.  When 


■' ithin  thirty  or  forty  steps  of  each  other,  the  I.i- 
dians  discharged  a fevv-  arrows,  when  the  .A'liericans 
fired  their  entire  volley  at  Ihe'b.  Immediately  the 
Indians  raided  the  yell  and  rushed  in  on  them,  dis- 
charging the.r  arrows  with  astonishing  rapidity. — 
Our  men  were  forced  to  retreat  about  one  iniridre  I 
yards  to  load,  when  they,  in  their  turn,  char'ged  the 
enemy,  and  forced  them  to  retreat.  Thus  allernate- 
Ij  did  they  charge,  keeping  up  the  contest  fir  2 hours 
wilh  much  spirit,  our  troo|is  gaining  inch  by  inch 
of  the  ground  by  dint  of  bar  I fighting,  while  the  In 
dians  held  it  wilh  much  tenacity,  and  yielding  it  only 
with  Ihe'r  lives.  Th.:  Indians  nu  nbere  l between  fifty 
anil  sixty,  and  their  superior  h'vrsemanship  gave  them 
much  advantage,  nolvvilhstanding  which  they  were 
forced  to  fall  hack  before  the  noble  daring  of  Cipt. 
Reid  and  his  little  band. 

C.ipt.  Rei'.',  who  was  ably  assisted  by  Lieuts.  Gor- 
don, Spreule,  and  Winston,  was  the  only  American 
wounded.  He  had  the  sa'i-faction  of  driving  the  In- 
diana entirely  off  the  ground,  carrying  with  them  all 
their  wounded  and  -ome  dead,  yet  leaving  fitteen  on 
the  field  Nine  Mexican  prisoners  were  taken  from 
them  and  restored  to  Ineriy,  and  about  1,I)U0  he  id 
of  horses  and  mules,  which,  as  far  as  praciicabie, 
were  returned  lu  the  Mexicans,  from  whom  they  had 
been  taken. 

Capt.  Reid  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  an 
ollicial  document  from  the  citizens  of  Parras,  through 
the  prelect  o'  the  city,  expressive  of  their  admiration 
and  gratitude  for  tiis  noble  conduct,  and  sympathy 
for  his  wounds. 


COL.  DONIPHAN  3 LETTER. 

A note  from  Major  E.  M.  Rv land,  to  the  editor 
of  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  dated  Lexington,  Mo., 
June  10,  encloses  lor  publicalion  the  following  letter 
presuming  that  “it  is  only  through  the  medium  of 
the  private  letters  which  have  been  addressed  by  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  ditierent  divisions  of  the 
army,  to  their  inti-nate  friends  at  home,  and  which 
have  found  their  way  into  the  newspapers,  that  the 
country  has  been  enabled  to  learn  and  to  understand 
the  real  nature  and  extent  of  the  difficulties  aii'J 
dangers  which  have,  from  tune  to  lime,  encompass- 
ed those  officers  and  their  respective  commands  in 
the  progress  of  the  war  wilh  Mexico.  And  without 
this  knowledge  it  would  be  impossible  for  ijie  peo- 
ple in  general  to  appreciate  properly  the  indomita- 
ble courage  and  energy  which  have  enabled  those 
gallant  commanders  and  their  urave  troops,  to  sur- 
Niouiit  every  obstacle  and  defy  every  danger,  and  to 
achieve  a series  of  brillnint  victories,  the  memory  of 
which  can  perish  only  with  the  inslitutiobs  and  lan- 
guage of  the  country  under  whose  bauner  those  vie 
tones  have  been  won. 


proache  l the  enemy,  their  numbers  and  poS'tion 
would  have  deterred  any  troops,  less  brave  and  de- 
termined, from  the  attack;  but  as  I rode  from  rank  to 
rank,  I could  see  nothing  b'lt  the  stern  reso  ve  t > 
conquer  or  die — there  was  no  trepidation,  and  no 
palefaces.  1 cannot  discriminate  between  i ompa- 
iiies  or  individuals;  all  have  d me  their  d.iiy,  and 
done  it  nobly.  Lafayette  has  sent  out  hosts  of  gal- 
lant spirits;  the  whole  company  behaved  n ihly. 

Your  nephew,  Lieut.  R'lbert  Barnett,  (Lafayette 
volunteers)  was  in  Ciptairi  Reid’s  cavalry  co  iipany, 
in  the  -i.osl  dangerous  charge  that  was  made  diir  ng 
Ihe  battle.  Capiain  May’s  charge  at  Resica  'le  !a 
Palma,  was  nut  bolder  or  belter  executed.  Robert 
(your  nephew)  is  a gallant  and  high  tempered  boy, 
and  feels  himself  privileged  to  praise  and  to  blam® 
his  commanders,  as  may  suit  his  fancy  for  the  time, 
l.ieut.  Desha  Graves  (Lafayette  volunteers,)  it  also 
a very  gallant  man.  Indeed,  it  is  a fine  coinpaii not 
belter  than  my  others;  but  it  is  great  praise  to  say 
that  it  is  equal  to  the  best.  [ regret  most  deeply,  the 
death  of  poor  Kirkpatrick.  He  was  in  Reid’s  charge, 
and  fought  like  a lion. 

Col.  Samuel  C.  Owens  l-'il  his  life  by  excessive 
bravery  or  rather  ra-hness.  He  rode  up  to  a ledoubt 
filled  wilh  armed  men,  and  continued  to  (ire  his  pis- 
tols into  it  until  himself  and  his  horse  fell  pierced 
wilh  balls  upon  its  very  brink. 

When  we  are  to  leave  here — where  we  are  to  go, 
or  what  is  to  become  of  us,  you  will  be  enabled  to 
conjecture  more  correctly  by  the  tune  this  letter  shall 
have  reached  you,  than  1 can  at  this  lime. 

Give  my  best  respects  to  C.  French,  E-q.,  Judge 
Ryland,  Col.  Wood,  Judge  H.  Young,  fitc.,  &c.,  and 
for  yourself  I send  the  assurances  ol  my  earne>t 
prayer  for  your  continued  prosperity,  and  also  for 
my  own  speedy  leunion  with  my  family  and  friends 
in  Missouri.  Your  friend,  very  truly, 

A.  W.  DONIPHAN.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

New  York. — Judicial  election — Official  returns,  as 
finally  ascertained  and  corrected. 


For  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals. 


Whig. 


Adm. 


Majs. 


City  of  Chihuahua,  March  7,  1847. 

Dear  Major:  How  often  have  I again  and  again 
determined  to  send  you  my  hearty  curses  of  every 
thing  Mexican.’  But,  then,  1 knew  that  you  had  seen 
the  sterile  and  miserable  country,  and  its  description 
would  be,  of  couise,  no  novelty  to  you.  To  give  you, 
however,  a brief  outline  ol  our  movements,  1 have 
to  say,  that  we  have  marched  to  Santa  Fe  by  Bents’ 
Fort;  thence  through  the  i-.ounlry  of  the  Navajo  In- 
dians to  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean;  down  the 
St.  Juan  river,  the  Rio  Colorado,  and  the  Gila,  back 
again  to  the  Rio  Del  Norte;  across  the  Jornada  Del 
Muerto  to  Brazito,  where  we  fought  the  battle  of 
which  you  have,  doubtless,  seen  the  account;  thence 
to  the  town  of  Ei  Paso  Del  Norte,  which  was  taken 
by  us;  thence  across  two  other  Jornadas,  and  fought 
the  battle  of  the  Sacramento,  and  have  sent  you, 
herewith,  a copy  of  iny  official  report  of  the  same. 
We  are  now  in  the  beaulilul  city  of  Cnihuahua,  and 
myself  in  the  place  of  Gov.  Frias. 

My  orders  are  to  report  to  General  Wool,  but  I 
now  learn  that,  instead  of  taking  the  city  of  Chihua 
hua,  he  is  shut  up  at  Saltillo,  by  Santa  Anna.  Our 
position  will  be  ticklish,  if  Santa  Anna  should  com- 
pel Taylor  and  Wool  even  to  fall  back.  All  Duran- 
go, Zacatecas,  and  Chihuahua,  will  be  down  upon 
my  little  army.  We  are  out  of  the  reach  of  help, 
and  It  IS  as  unsafe  to  go  backward  as  forward.  High 
spirits  and  a bold  front,  is  perhaps  the  best  and  the 
safest  policy.  My  men  are  rough,  ragged,  and  rea- 
dy. having  one  more  of  the  R’s  than  General  Tay- 
I'lr  himself  We  have  been  in  service  nine  iiionlhs, 
and  my  men,  alter  marching  two  thousand  miles, 
over  iiiouiitains  and  deserts,  have  not  received  one 
dollar  of  their  pay,  jet  they  stand  without  mur- 
muring. Hall  rations,  hard  marches,  and  no 
clolhesi — but  they  are  still  game  to  the  last,  and 
curse  and  praise  their  country  Dy  turns,  but  tight  for 
her  all  the  time. 

No  troops  Could  have  behaved  more  g-allani!y  than 
ours  in  tbe  battle  of  Sacramento.  When  we  ap- 


Jordan 

127.519 

Gardiner 

144,282 

17,673 

Whittlesey 

126,844 

Bronson 

141784 

17.940 

Noxon 

124,398 

Ruggles 

140,302 

15  904 

Reynolds 

123,933 

Jewett 
For  clerk. 

133,313 

14  380 

Lamporte 

131,031 

Benton 

137,612 

6,581 

Average  adniiiu.slraiion  majority  on  judges  16  497 
Chief  justice  Bronson  leads  the  highest  whig  17,768 
Lowest  011  adni.  ticket  leads  the  highest  whig  10,794 

The  stale  conveniion  rejected  the  entire  vote  of  Ham- 
ilton county — and  also  the  vote  of  Herkimer  county  to 
Whittlesey,  for  informalities. 

The  administration  party  have  elected  as  above,  their 
entire  ticket  for  the  court  of  appeals.  They  have  also 
elected  22  of  the  32  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  a 
considerable  majoriiy  of  the  county  judicial  officers. 

The  aggregate  vote  taken  on  this  occasion  in  the  state, 
falls  about  203,0l!0  short  of  that  taken  in  1841, — the 
highest  adininistraii'in  vote  falls  100,OUO  short  of  the 
vo'e  obtained  that  year  for  Governor  Wright,  and  the 
highest  whig  vote  tails  about  108,000  short  of  that  given 
for  Fillmore. 

dasstfication  of  judges.— On  Tuesday  the  state  ctin- 
vassers  completed  ihe  canvass  of  returns  from  the  Coun- 
ties of  llie  state,  d'he  secretary  of  state,  in  presence  of 
the  canvassers  and  c.lizens  ol  both  parties,  then  pro- 
ceeded, as  provided  in  the  constitution,  to  classify,  by 
drawing,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  and  those  of 
the  supreme  court,  in  the  several  districts.  The  result 
is  as  follows: 

COURT  or  APPEiLS- 

2 years  | C.  H.  Ruggles  6 years 
4 ‘‘  I Addison  Gardiner  8 ‘ 
supreme  court. 

Fifth  district. 

Chas.  Gray  2 “ 

Daniel  Pratt  4 ‘ 
Philo  Gridley  6 * 
Win.  F.  \llen  8 ' 
Sixth  district. 

I W.  H.  Shanklaiid  2 “ 
Hiram  Gray  4 “ 
Charles  Mason  6 “ 

E.  B.  .Morehouse  8 “ 
Seventh  district. 

*T.  S.  Joiinson  2 “ 
*Johii  .Maynard  4 “ 
*ffeiiry  Welles  6 “ 
Samuel  L Selden  8 “ 
Eighth  district. 

•James  G.  Hoyt  2 “ 
•James  Mullett  4 “ 
♦Seth  E.  Sill  6 *• 
*Kich.  P.  Marvin  8 


Freeborn  Jewett 
G.  C.  Bronson 


First  district. 
Samuel  Jones  2 
E.  P.  Hurlbut  4 
J.  W.  Edmonds  6 
H.  P.  Edwards  8 
Second  district. 
Selah  B.  Sirong  2 
Wm.  T.  M’Coiin  4 
N.  T.  Morse  6 
Seward  Birculo  8 
Third  district. 
•WiTi.  B.  Wiighl  2 
•Ir.i  Hariis  4 

M.  Wuison  6 

Aiiiasa  J Parker  8 
Fourth  district. 
•Daniel  Ga.Iy  2 
Alonzo  C.  Paige  4 
J >hn  Willard  6 
A.  C.  Hand  8 


Of  the  justices  of  the  supra  iie  court  having  the  short- 
est lerm  lo  serve,  four  are  to  be  selected  as  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  every  year  as  follow.s:  This  year  those 
drawing  for  the  ahorteat  term  in  the  lat,  3d,  5ih,  and  7ib 
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districis,  ore  to  be  designated  as  such:— next  year  'bose 
having  the  shortest  term  to  serve  in  the  2d.  4th,  btn.  ana 
8ih  districts.  So  that  each  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
before  his  term  shall  expire,  will  sit  one  year  on  the 
bench  of  the  court  of  appeals.  • , r 

Hence  the  first  court  of  appeals  wtll  consist  ol  tne  toi- 
lowing  judgcB — 

Greene  C.' Bronson,  n. 

Addison  Gardiner,  '^tieht, 

Charles  H.  Ruggles, 

F G Jewett,  Thomas  S.  Johnson. 

The  second  year  those  last  will  give  place  to  Justices 
Strong,  Cady,  Shankland,  and  Hoyt.  Whigs. 

Virginia. — >9  special  eleclion,  took  place  on  the 
24th  ult.  for  a delegate  to  the  leeislatare  from  Mor- 
gan county.  Mr.  Michael,  (whig,)  had  been  re- 
turned as  elected  by  a majority  of  one  vote  at  the 
general  eleclion  in  April.  His  competitor  notified 
him  of  his  intention  to  contest  the  election,  where- 
upon Mr.  M.  resigned  his  seal,  and  thereby  referred 
the  dispute  to  the  voters  of  the  county.  The  case 
assumed  unusual  interest  from  the  fact,  that  the  de 
feat  of  the  whig  candidate  would  give  the  adminis 
tration  party  a majority  upon  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
bouses,  and  consequently  the  choice  of  governor  and 
Other  stale  officers.  The  same  candidates  were  no- 
minated by  the  respective  parties,  and  a very  warm 
political  canvass  ensued.  The  result  was  the  e.ec- 
tion  of  Mr.  Michael,  by  a majority  of  15  voles. 

By  this  result  parties  will  be  equally  divided  in 
the  legislature  on  joint  ballot,  the  whig  majority  in 
the  house  being  ten,  the  same  as  the  administration 
majority  in  the  senate. 


Louisiana.— Judge  Aiarlin’sici/l  case. — The  district 
court  of  the  state  pronounced  the  will  of  judge  Mar 
tin  void,  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not,  being  at 
the  time  blind,  write  a will.  The  supreme  court  on 
the  21't  instant,  reversed  this  judgment  w ith  cost, 
and  has  paid  a well  deserved  homage  to  the  memory 
of  the  distinguished  jurisconsult. 

JV.  Orleans  cily  — The  following  sketch  of  the  great 
and  growing  emporium  of  the  Mississippi  valley  is 
graphically  drawn.  The  predictions  with  which  it 
concludes  carry  with  them  the  assurances  of  cer- 
tainty. A new  page,  broader  and  more  capacious 
than  any  which  History  has  yet  unfolded,  awaits  the 
future  record  which  is  to  designate  the  growth  and 
greatness  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  republic- 
an of  which  must  derive  the  elements  of  their  in- 
crease, more  or  less,  from  the  teeming  bosom  of  the 

valley  of  the  Mis8i»sip|)i: 

As  you  desire  to  be  informed  of  every  particular, 
respecting  so  renowned  a place  of  which  you  have 
beard  so  much,  and  know  so  little,  I will  go  on  to 
state,  that  it  is  divided  into  three  municipalities.— 
The  first,  or  central  municipality,  embraces  the  site 
of  the  old  town,  as  it  is  represented  on  the  maps  of 
1728.  If  you  will  walk  with  me  down  Canal  street, 
half  a mile  from  the  river,  and  then  turn  to  the  right 
and  promenade  a mile  through  two  rows  of  ornamen- 
tal trees  in  Rampart  street,  and  then  turn  agam  to 
the  right  and  walk  up  E:-planade  street  to  the  river, 
and  turn  ouce  more,  keeping  along  its  banks,  for  the 
point  of  our  departure,  you  will  have  circumambu- 
fated  the  city  as  designed  by  Bienville  in  1718. 

In  the  first  municipality  are  situated  the  Ancient 
Cathedral,  the  Halls  of  Justice,  the  Orleans  Theatre, 
and  the  custom  house;  two  of  the  largest  markets  in 
the  city,  the  post  office,  one  of  the  exchanges  for 
congregated  merchants,  the  magnificent  St.  Louis 
Hotel  and  the  beautiful  Catholic  Cemeteries.  It  is 
populated  mi-cellaneously  by  Creoles,  Frenchmen, 
Spaniards,  Italians,  Americans,  and  Englishmen.— 
though  the  Creoles  there  prevail.  It  abounds  in 
beautiful  shops  of  French  merchandize,  in  restaur- 
ants, cafes,  cigar  shops,  and  billiard  rooms.  In  the 
principal  streets,  families  occupy  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  stories  of  the  buildiugs,  while  the  ground 
floor,  as  so  often  in  Paris,  is  appropriated  to  com- 
merce and  business.  Very  generally,  balconies  are 
so  constructed  as  to  enable  the  citizens  to  enjoy  the 
delicious  evenings  of  spring,  without  leaving  their 
residences.  The  streets  in  this  section  of  the  city 
are  comparatively  narrow  The  private  houses  are, 
many  of  them,  constructed  after  the  French  fashion, 
and  the  whole  appearance  of  things  is  decidedly  Pa- 
risian on  the  small  scale.  , 

The  third  municipality  is  situated  on  the  river’s 
bank,  below  the  first.  It  is  inhabited  mostly  by  Cre- 
oles, Fienchmen,  and  Spaniards.  Few  or  no  Ame- 
ricans reside  there.  It  presents  all  the  phenomena 
of  dilapidation  and  decay.  Grass  overgrows  its 
badly  paved  streets.  Its  sidewalks  are  on  the  road 
to  ruin.  Its  dwellings  are  half  dismantled.  Its 
wharves  are  siiiki.  g into  the  river.  Its  warehouses 
are  often  lenanlless.  Poverty  everywhere  stares 
him  in  the  face;  and  the  third  municipality  may 
safeW  be  classed  in  the  category  of  the  "has  beens.” 
1 know  not  where,  in  the  United  Slates,  can  be  found 
a more  significant  contrast  than  that  between  this 


section  of  New  Orleans  and  that  of  which  I ami 
about  to  speak,  I mean  the  second  municipality,' 
chiefly  built  up  and  occupied  by  Americans.  1 
know  not  where  can  be  presented  more  pregnant  in- 
stances of  the  riiflerenoe  between  easy  enjoyment  of 
life  which  generally  distinguishes  the  southern  na- 
tions, and  the  mighty  activity  of  the  Ai.glo-Saxon 
race, — of  the  luxurious  dolce  far  nitnte  of  the  one, 
and  the  impetuous  go  ahead  of  the  other. 

The  second  municipality  is  above  the  first  and 
third,  in  more  senses  than  one.  It  is,  as  already 
hinted,  emphatically  the  American  quarter  of  New 
Orleans.  It  has  been  created  almost  wholly  within 
twenty  years.  It  contains  one  half  tfie  population  of 
the  city.  It  pays  the  largest  proportion  of  taxes. — 

Its  streets  are  broad  and  well  paved.  It  is  increas- 
ing monthly  in  extent  and  proportion.  It  is,  by  far, 
the  roost  prosperous  and  interesting  section  of  the 
city.  It  possesses  one  of  the  most  amply  supplied 
reading  rooms,  and  two  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the 
United  States — the  St.  Charles  and  the  Verandah. — 
St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  and  half  a dozen  churches 
are  in  i<.  it  has  erected  the  water  works  and  the 
gas  works. 

The  first  and  third  municipalities  have,  each,  one 
cotton  press, — there  are  sixteen  in  the  second.  In 
the  first  municipality  but  one  newspaper  is  printed, 
in  the  third,  none.  In  the  second  there  are  ten  daily 
publications.  From  these  and  similar  facts,  you 
may  readily  infer  whitherward  are  the  tendencies  of 
progress  in  New  Orleans.  You  can  hence  foresee 
what  will  be  the  future  character  of  this  metropolis, 
the  ascendancy  is  passing  from  the  old  population  to 
the  new.  The  destinies  of  the  city  may  almost  now 
be  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Americans  from  the 
northern  and  middle  states.  The  example  of  that 
considerate  gentry  spoken  of  in  connexion  with  sink- 
ing ships  has  not  been  lost  upon  the  natives  here. 

The  more  enterprising  and  sagacious  merchants  are 
taking  refuge  among  the  prosperous  activities  of  the 
second  municipality.  The  French  tailors,  hatters, 
barbers,  dealers  in  Parisian  specialities,  and  even  the 
polite  French  milliners  are  moving  into  it.  Twenty 
years  ago,  the  second  municipality  was  but  a marshy 
suburb  of  the  original  city  of  New  Orleans.  The 
lime  is  not  lar  distant,  when  the  observation  may  be 
reversed,  and  everything  worth  studying  in  this  com- 
munity will  be  found  within  the  limits  of  this  aston 
ishingly  prosperous,  and  daily  growing  section  of  it 
There  is,  1 believe,  some  jealousy  awakened  in 
certain  minds,  by  the  going  on  of  this  local  revolu' 
lion.  Some  inefl'ectual  struggles  are  now  and  then 
made  to  prevent  the  little  sceptre  of  municipal  and 
social  domiuioD,  from  being  entirely  wrested  by  in 
truders,  from  the  hands  of  those  who  have  so  long 
held  it.  The  robust  Anglo-Saxon  has,  however 
got  a foothold  here.  Those  more  graceful  elements 
which  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  French  and 
Creole  character,  must  be  interminglecl  and  ulti- 
mately lost  in  his  sturdy  and  all. embracing  energy. — 
New  Orleans  is  destined  to  present  the  only  specta- 
cle in  our  land,  of  what  northern  vigor  can  achieve, 
when  developed  under  a tropical  sky.  1 doubt  not 
that  the  result  will  be  grand  and  imposing  to  the  last 
degree.  1 doubt  not  that  human  life  will,  after  not 
many  generations,  here  assume  forms  of  magnifi- 
cence and  brilliancy,  higher  than  those  which  the 
world  has  often  seen.  Everywhere  are  visible  ten- 
dencies to  such  a splendid  issue. 

New  Orleans  lives  by  commerce;  and  by  commerce 
alone.  It  is  now  rather  an  exporting  than  an  im- 
porting city.  The  lime  is  coming  when  its  imports 
will  be  increased  ten  thousand  fold.  The  great  Mis- 
sissippi valley,  upon  whose  products  Ihi.s  city  now 
depends,  and  will  depend  forever,  is  not  yet  even  in 
the  infancy  of  its  cultivation.  VVho  can  look  for- 
ward, without  amazement,  to  the  lime  vi'hen  all  its 
capacities  shall  have  been  revealed; — when  all  its 
mines  of  copper,  lead,  iron,  and  coal  shall  be  in 
complete  operation; — when  all  the  resources  of  its 
soil  shall  be  yearly  yielded  forth,  and  a hundred 
thriving  cities  be  reflected  in  the  waters  of  its  great 
highway  and  countless  tributaries.  The  denizens  of 
those  coming  ages  will  look  back  with  a singular 
feeling  upon  the  enthusiasm  which  this  compara- 
tively insignificant  spectacle  of  activity  so  genesally 
awakens  in  our  bosoms.  Notwithstanding  the  di- 
version of  wealth  and  business  which  excessive  com- 
petition may  create,  through  railroads  and  canal-, 
into  the  Atlantic  cities,  still  enough  will  always  re- 
main for  transportation  down  the  natural  and  unfail- 
ing outlet  of  the  valley,  to  guaranty  an  increasing 
and  sure  prosperity  to  this  emporium,  to  make  it, 
forever,  a great  exchanging  place  for  nations,  and  to 
secure  ibr  it  a renown  very  far  beyond  what  Venice 
enjoyed  in  her  most  prosperous  days,  or  belonged  to 
Tyre  aad  Sidon  of  the  ancient  world. 


city,  in  securing  the  cc-operalion  of  the  Illinois 
bondholders  in  the  movement  about  to  be  made  for 
the  refunding  of  the  state  debt,  has  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, where  the  approaching  session  of  the  conven- 
tion for  the  revision  of  the  state  constitution  requires 
his  presence.  Two  or  three  months  must  elapse  be- 
fore replies  can  be  received  from  the  bondholders  in 
Europe,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  governor  will 
re-turn  to  New  York  to  effect  the  exchange  of  secu- 
rities. The  business  tact  and  efficiency  of  Governor 
French  have  produced  a most  favorable  impression 
upon  those  of  our  citizens  who  were  brought  info 
intercourse  with  him,  and  have  confirmed  the  confi- 
dence to  which  the  recent  act  of  the  Illinois  legisla- 
ture gave  rise,  that  a strenuous  and  successful  effort 
about  to  be  made  to  retrieve  the  financial  condi- 
tion and  establish  the  prosperity  of  the  state.  Col. 
Oakley,  the  state  trustee  of  the  canal,  is  still  detain- 
ed to  carry  out  arrangements  for  despatching  labor- 
ers to  that  work,  and  will  remain  in  town  a week 
longer.  [•hT.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com- 

Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. — Agreeably  to  a call 
through  the  public  papers,  a meeting  was  held  of 
subscribers  to  the  ‘Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  loan,* 
and  others  interested  in  Illinois  slate  indebtedness,  at 
the  office  of  Jacob  Little  & Co.,  Wall  street.  On 
motion  of  W.  S.  Welmore,  esq.,  Elisha  Riggs,  esq., 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Jacob  Lillie,  esq.,  ap- 
pointed secretary.  The  following  preamble  and  re- 
solutions were  then  read  and  adopted: 

It  IS  the  opinion  ot  this  meeting,  from  the  informa- 
tion which  has  been  received,  that  the  interests  of 
the  bondholders  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  have  suflered  in  consequence  of  non-at- 
tendance on  the  line  of  the  works,  when  such  atten- 
dance was  absolutely  necessary  for  one — and  some- 
times/or  both  of  the  bondholder  trustees — and  a con- 
sequence of  such  neglect  of  the  interests  of  their 
constituents,  the  completion  of  the  canal,  has  been 
retarded  some  months.  Some  of  the  contractors 
have  not  commenced  operations,  owing  in  a great 
measure  to  the  want  of  that  active  agency  and  per- 
sonal attention  on  the  part  of  the  bondholders  trus- 
tees, which  thuir  duties  and  obligations  made  neces- 
sary. It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  believes  it  to  be  expe- 
dient, and  necessary  to  a quick  and  economical  com- 
pletion of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  that  one 
at  least  of  the  bondholder  trustees  should  give  his 
presence  and  personal  attention  on  the  line  of  the 
work  during  its  progress  and  till  its  completion. 

Resolved,  That  although  the  law  enacting  the  of- 
fice of  trustees  omitted  to  provide  for  their  compen- 
sation, this  meeting  believes  it  cannot  be  Justified, 
that  an  excessive  amount  of  salary  should  be  charged 
upon  a fund,  the  joint  provision  of  the  subscribing 
bondholders,  and  the  public  property  of  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  amount  of  salaries 
taken  from  the  joint  fund  by  the  two  bondholders’ 
trustees,  as  excessive — bearing  no  relative  propor- 
tion to  the  service  rendered  by  them;  and  that  a 
committee  be  appoinle'l  by  the  chair  to  wail  upon 
those  gentlemen,  and  request  them  to  render  their 
accounts  with  a charge  not  exceeding  that  paid  to 
the  state  trustee:  and  in  case  of  their  persisting  in 
holding  and  taking  such  excessive  salaries,  that  the 
CO  iimittee  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  appear  to  them  proper  in  the  premises. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  carry  into  efiect  the  above  resolutions,  the 
chairman  and  secretary  being  subsequently  added  to 
their  number: — Thomas  Tileston,  Silas  Wood,  L.  S. 
Saurtz,  Elisha  Riggs,  and  Jacob  Lillie. 

[Signeii]  E-  RIGGS,  chairman. 

Jacob  Little  secretary. 

Stale  6anfc.— The  act  recently  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature extends,  till  the  1st  November,  1848,  the  time 
for  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illi- 
nois. If  they  are  not  closed  at  that  date,  the  gover- 
nor is  required  to  appoint  three  trustees,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  lake  charge  of  all  the  assets  of  the  said 
bank,  and  wind  up  its  attairs,  they  being  governed  in 
doing  so  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1845.  All 
certificates  issued  by  the  bank  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  last  mentioned  act,  and  all  notes 
issued  by  it  and  in  the  hands  of  the  county  school 
commissioners  ortreasurers  of  school  districts,  are 
to  draw  6 per  cent,  interest  after  the  4lh  of  March 
next.  After  the  same  date,  the  debtors  of  the  bank 
are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  interest  on  debts 
now  due  to  the  bank.  The  real  estate  of  the  bank 
is  made  liable  to  taxation  and  sale  on  execution,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  property  of  individuals. 


Illinois. — Stale  debt. — Governor  French  having 
accoffiiplished  tb©  object  of  bis  recent  visit  to  our 


Iowa.— JDecree  tide.— A letter  from  Keoituk,  Lee  co., 
dated  on  the  8ih  instant,  slates,  on  undoubted  authori- 
ty, that  Judge  Williams  had  that  morning  decided,  af- 
ter a week’s  argument  and  patient  exannnation  of  ihe 
case,  in  favor  of  the  decree  tide  in  a suit  between  the 
New  York  cotiipanyand  Wright — 'hus  establishing,  the 
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letter  says,  the  title,  by  a judae  who  was  elected  by  the 
settlers  professedly  on  the  giound  of  his  opposition  to 
the  decree.  The  judge  in  the  conclusion  of  the  case, 
said  that  he  confessed  that  his  opinions  on  this  question 
had  all  been  agiiinst  the  decree,  but,  after  a thorough 
examination  of  the  law  and  the  facts,  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  validity  of  the  decree,  and  that  it  must  be  sits- 
tained. 

Lee  county  is  tlie  seat  of  the  celebrated  half-breed 
tract  of  land,  and  this  decision  involves  the  homesteads 
of  hundreds  of  settlers  in  the  county. 

[iSf.  Louis  Rep.,  June  12. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Discotbries. — "There  were  giants  in  those  days" — 
fFonderJut  fossil  remains,— The  New  Orleans  papers 
speak  of  a gigantic  skeleton  of  some  animal  not  yet 
classed,  as  being  now  exhibited  in  that  city.  We 
learn  from  the  Times  that  it  stands  16  feet  h igh,  and 
was  discovered  at  the  depth  of  55  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  in  Tennessee.  The  question  is, 
whether  these  antediluvian  remains  belong  to  a class 
of  animals,  homogeneous  with  the  present  race  of 
man,  or  not.  No  fossil  remains  of  man  have  yet, 
we  believe,  been  found;  although  there  is  no  doubt, 
according  to  geologists,  that  the  globe  of  the  earth, 
since  it  first  became  habitable,  after  losing  its  incan 
descent  state,  has  always  been  the  abode  of  intel 
lectual  as  well  as  animal  life. 

Speaking  of  fossil  remains  reminds  us  of  a matter 
which  had  escaped  our  recollection,  and  which 
ought  to  have  been  noticed  some  days  since.  Dr. 

Dickinson,  a geologist  of  distinction,  who  has  been 
professionally  engaged  for  some  months  past  in  the 
southern  portion  of  our  state,  passed  through  our  city 
the  early  part  of  the  present  week  for  New  Orleans. 
He  will  return  here  in  a day  or  two,  when  he  will  be 
happy  to  receive  any  information  concerning  the 
fossil  remains  of  our  state  and  kindred  subjects,  that 
it  may  be  in  the  power  of  scientific  gentlemen  to  im- 
part. He  is  engaged  by  the  academy  of  natural  sci- 
ences in  Philadelphia  to  make  these  investigations, 
and  has  been  for  several  months  arduously  engaged 
in  his  labors  in  the  section  of  country  watered  by  the 
Alabama  river. — Mobile  paper. 

The  Stockholm  correspondent  of  the  Journal  des 
Debats  writes:  “It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year 
the  learned  Danish  geologist,  Dr.  Lund,  discovered 
in  the  province  of  Minas  Geraes,  in  Brazil,  some  hu- 
man bones,  of  a colossal  size.  Similar  ones  have 
just  been  discovered  in  Sweden.  la  the  last  session 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science  in  Stockholm,  the 
perpetual  secretary  read  a letter  from.  1^.  Nielsen, 
professor  of  Zoology  ia  the  Clnirersity  of  Dund,  in 
which  this  naturalist  reports  that  recently  in  mak- 
ing excavations  in  a turf-pit,  between  Ystad  and 
Falsterbro,  near  the  village  of  Beddinge,  and  not  far 
from  the  shore,  there  were  found  several  fossil  hu- 
man bones,  of  an  enormous  size  and  length;  among 
them  were  some  other  fossil  bones,  also  of  extraor- 
dinary size,  of  animals,  such  as  horses,  reindeer, 
stags,  deor,  bears,  elks,  &c.  In  the  same  place 
he  also  found  arrow  and  lance  beads,  of  bone  and 
flint. 

Captain  Monroe  Qitarrier. — The  heroic  con- 
duct of  the  commander  of  the  steamboat  in  repairing 
as  be  did  to  the  aid  of  the  passengers  and  crew  of 
the  steamboat  Tuscaloosa,  which  took  fire  on  her 
way  from  Mobile  to  Tuscaloosa,  some  time  since,  is 
not  forgotten.  The  Louisville  Journal  says: 

Any  other  boat  which  might  have  happened  to  be 
passing  at  the  lime  would  doubtless  have  rescued  the 
sufierers,  but,  what  mokes  Capt.  Quarrier’s  conduct 
so  deserving  of  regard,  is  that  he  at  much  hazard 
Bought  them  out.  His  boat  was  lying  at  the  wharf 
at  Mobile,  and  he  was  asleep,  when  a hand,  who  was 
on  watch,  came  to  him,  awakened  him,  and  inform- 
ed him  that  there  was  a fire  in  the  distance.  Capt. 
Quarricr  immediately  ruse,  and  as  soon  as  he  disco- 
vered the  distant  firelight,  fell  prompted  by  an  irre- 
sistible impulse  to  proceed  toward  it.  He  ordered 
the  fires  to  be  kindled  and  steam  to  be  got  up.  Some 
ol  his  oSicers  remonstrated  with  him,  and  explained 
the  hazard  that  he  would  encounter  at  such  a time, 
and  the  fact  that  he  would  forfeit  the  insurance  on 
bis  boat. 

He  disregarded  all  such  prudential  considerations, 
and  the  boat  was  soon  got  ready  and  started  on  her 
way  up  the  river  on  her  errand  of  mercy.  When 
she  came  within  sight  of  the  wreck  of  the  Tuscaloo- 
sa, a shriek  from  the  sufferers  rose  over  the  raging 
elements,  which  all  on  board  the  Hewitt  speak  ef  as 
being  unlike  any  sounds  they  ever  before  heard. — 
The  sufferers  were  taken  on  board  as  soon  as  pos 
sibie,  and  all  felt  assured  that  they  were  in  a situa- 
tion where  there  was  no  likelihood  that  the  claims 
of  humanity  would  be  unattended  to.  After  all 
were  safe  and  comfortable,  the  Hewitt  returned  to 
Mobile. 


This  act  of  humanity,  perfor  ned  under  such  cir 
cumstances,  produced  the  liveliest  feelings  of  admi- 
ration throughout  that  section  of  the  country.  It 
was  undertaken  and  accomplished  by  Captain  Qiiar 
rier  without  any  thought  of  recompense  save  that 
which  springs  from  the  consciousness  of  having  done 
a noble  deed,  a reward,  which,  though  lightly  es- 
teemed by  inl^erior  souls,  is  properly  appreciated  as 
the  highest  by  those  hearts  which  are  capable  of 
feeling  such  emotions.  Yet  the  sufferers  and  their 
friends  and  the  public  generally  resolved  that  such  a 
deed  deserved  more  than  a cold  and  common  ac- 
knowledgement of  thankfulness  and  gratitude.  The 
Hewitt  ever  since  has  been  thronged  with  passen- 
gers and  crowded  with  freight,  and  her  noble-heart- 
ed commander  is  by  far  the  most  popular  of  all  offi- 
cers. 

In  addition  to  such  tokens  of  respect  and  admira- 
tion, Capt.  Quarrier  has  received  many  beautiful  and 
costly  presents.  Some  of  these  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing,  and  they  are  admirably  adapted 
to  their  purpose.  Among  those  presents  is  a walking 
cane  on  the  head  of  which  is  the  inscription — “1 
would  lose  all  I have  to  save  one  life,”  which  is  the 
answer  Captain  Quarrier  gave  when  his  officers  tried 
to  dissuade  him  from  his  benevolent  purpose  by 
representing  the  hazard  to  which  he  was  subjecting 
bis  property.  He  was  also  presented  with  a silver 
waiter  and  two  silver  tumblers  by  the  surviving 
passengers  of  the  Tuscaloosa  whom  he  saved.  The 
citizens  of  Tuscaloosa  presented  him  vvith  an  elegant 
gold  medal,  properly  inscribed  and  illustrated.  The 
citizens  of  Demopolis  gave  him  a large  and  mag- 
nificent silver  pitcher,  beautifully  chased  and  em- 
bellished. '1  he  citizens  of  Mobile  are  now  having 
executed  a superb  service  of  silver,  to  cost  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  to  be  presented  to  him. — 
Many  other  gifts  hare  been  and  are  to  be  made  to 
him. 

These  manifestations  of  the  public  regard  for  an 
act  of  heroism  and  mercy  do  honor  to  the  donors  as 
well  as  to  the  recipient.  They  prove  that  a hero  in 
the  cause  of  humanity  has  his  grateful  admirers  and 
that  a noble  deed  will  not  fail  to  receive  even  world- 
ly reward. 

Stampedes. — “It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  your 
readers  to  know  how  the  Indians  effect  stampedes 
upon  horses,  and  succeed  in  driving  off  large  num- 
bers as  they  do  sometimes,  and  that  too,  even  from 
a strong  guard.  Twenty  or  thirty  Indians  mounted 
on  mules  wilj  ride  up  in  the  night  as  near  to  the 
camp  or  place  where  the  horses  are  grazing,  as  they 
think  they  can  without  being  discovered  by  the 
guard;  then  they  divide  off  in  squads  of  five  or  six 
and  plant  themselves  in  almost  every  direction,  (if 
the  shape  of  the  ground  will  admit  of  it,)  around  the 
camp.  Jben  one  or  two  Indians  will  creep  up  near 
the  horses,  and  whilst  lying  on  the  gronnd  make  sud- 
den frightful  noises,  with  horse-fiddles  or  some  other 
instrument.  The  horses  bound  upon  their  feet, 
throwing  their  heads  up,  and  all  at  once  make  a 
break,  “en  masse.”  If  they  are  picketed,  they  now 
draw  the  pickets  or  break  the  larryeltes,  and  away 
they  go,  perfectly  regardless  of  tents,  guard,  and 
every  thing  else.  As  soon  as  they  approach  near 
any  of  the  Indians  oo  their  mules,  they  commence 
spurring,  and  away  they  go  in  the  direction  of  their 
homes;  the  horses  nut  approaching  near  enough  to 
learn  the  deception,  follow  on  after  the  mules,  sup- 
posing them  no  doubt  to  be  horses,  whilst  the  re- 
maining Indians  pursue  them  from  behind,  and  thus 
frighten  and  drive  them  on.  In  this  way,  they  often 
drive  off  several  hundred  horses  in  one  “stampede,” 
and  afterwards  secure  them  all.  It  is  a grand,  yet 
fearful  sight  to  see  a large  number  of  horses  in  a 
stampede.  When  encamped  upon  the  Arkansas  ri- 
ver near  Bent’s  fort,  1 saw  upon  the  opposite  side  of 
tiie  river  (some  of  the  troops  had  crossed  over  to  ob- 
tain grass  for  the  animais)  StK)  horses  in  a stampede. 
They  took  fright  simply  from  an  antelope  jumping 
and  oouudiug  through  the  camp,  and  that,  too,  in 
daylight.  'The  raltlmg  of  the  iron  pickets  and  the 
runiDling  of  the  earth  was  distinctly  heard  on  that 
occasion  for  two  miles.  About  50  ol  the  horses  were 
entirely  lost.” — Pennsylvanian. 

The  United  States  Gazete  for  many  years  under 
the  editorial  maiiageraeui  of  Mr.  Chandler  has 
acquired  an  enviable  reputation.  He  was  without 
doubt  one  of  the  best  eoilois  in  the  United  Stales. — 
“Full  of  years  and  lull  of  honors,”  he  retires  from 
the  arduous  duties,  having  disposed  of  the  establish- 
oient  to  Messrs.  Graham  & Michael,  of  the  North 
American,  for  the  sum  of  ^45,000. 

Two  thirds  of  a century  has  hardly  elapsed  since 
the  British  minister  and  parliament  were  occupied 
in  contriving  laws  foibiddiug  their  then  colonists 
from  “manufaclunag  so  much  as  a hob  nail  for 


themselves.”  Times  have  changed;  in  the  packet 
ship  Washington  Irving,  which  sailed  from  Boston 
some  days  since,  we  learn  from  the  Barnstable  Pat- 
riot, went  passenger  a young  shoemaker  from  Q lin- 
cy,  under  contract  for  one  year,  to  take  charge  of  a 
shoe  factory  in  Liverpool,  to  instruct  the  operatives 
in  the  making  of  pegged  shoes  and  boots — an  art  they 
do  not  understand  in  England  yet. 

A Glorious  Accession. — Among  a number  of 
emigrants  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  was  an  old  man 
ill  the  fifty  eighth  year  of  his  age,  win  had  with  him 
ten  sons,  four  daughters,  five  daughters  in  law, 
three  sons  in  law,  twenty  eight  grand  children,  and 
two  great  grand  children.  He  was  smoking  his  pipe 
quite  leisurely,  and  seemed  happy.  They  intend  to 
locate  themselves  in  the  western  country  and  till  the 
soil.  Success  to  them. 

The  Mormon  Temple. — This  celebrated  edifice 
has  been  sold  to  a committee  of  the  Catholic  church, 
for  $65,000.  This  community  have  aiso  purchased 
other  property  at  Nauvoo.  The  building  is  to  be 
appropriated  to  educational  purposes  connected  with 
the  church  into  whose  hands  it  has  passed.  The 
contract  requires  the  sa.nctioii  of  the  Bishop  to  com- 
plete. The  last  of  the  Mormons  in  Nauvoo,  consist- 
ing of  30  or  40  families  under  charge  of  Daniel  H. 
Wells,  have  left  Nauvoo  to  join  the  California  expe- 
dition. Babbiit&  co.  still  remain  at  Nauvoo,  to 
close  up  the  affairs  of  the  Mormons.  Tuese  facta 
are  stated  in  the  Warsaw  (111.)  Signal. 

An  Island  discovered — Captain  Foulson  of  the 
Danish  ship  Triton,  slates  that  on  his  late  voyage 
from  Santa  Cruz  to  Loudon,  on  the  26ih  March,  in 
the  evening,  towards  sunset,  the  weather  cloudy, 
with  thunder  and  lightning,  every  thing  set  except 
studding  sails,  wind  S.  S.  E.,  one  of  the  crew  in- 
formed the  captain  that  he  could  see  land,  which  re- 
port the  captain  could  not  believe;  but  on  looking 
over  the  side  thought  he  could  see  the  bottom. — 
The  lead  was  immediately  hove,  and  found  ten  fa- 
thoms. Every  thing  being  made  ready  to  tack  ship, 
the  lead  w as  hove  again  and  had  five  fathoms.  Tack- 
ed ship  and  steered  all  night  with  small  sail  set,  W. 
S.  W.;  at  daylight,  tacked  and  went  E.  N.  E.,  and 
soon  saw  ttie  island  direct  a head;  anchored  in  a bay 
with  sandy  bottom  in  seven  fathoms.  The  captain 
went  on  shore  and  walked  round  the  island  in  about 
half  an  hour.  It  was  covered  with  green  grass  and 
bushes.  While  the  captain  was  taking  an  observa- 
tion, the  crew  came  and  told  him  they  had  discover- 
ed the  body  of  a dead  man.  Froceeding  to  the  spot, 
be  found  it  in  a cave,  in  a perfect  state  apparently, 
but  dried  up,  with  long  whiskers  and  beard,  and  Jong 
yellow  hair.  He  found  also  an  oval  box,  on  whicti 
some  letters  were  inscribed,  and  a small  boat  par- 
tially constructed,  which  was  fastened  together  with 
something,  but  could  find  no  nails.  The  whole  of 
these  on  being  handled  crumbled  into  dust.  He 
found  the  latitude  to  be  33  19  N.  and  longitude  42  39 
W.  by  chronometer.  He  judged  the  island  to  be 
from  sixty  to  seventy  feel  in  height.  Tianted  the 
Dutch  colors  on  it  and  proceeded  on  his  voyage.” 

■ ■ II  I IIWMUIU.,  II  'll  I II  II— 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


The  Fruits  of  Victory  — Our  late  operations  in  Mex- 
ico have  opened  to  us  the  fruit  raai  kels  of  Jalapa. — 
We  observe  several  varielies  of  melons,  figs,  and 
other  fruits  in  our  maikets,  and  at  the  fruit  stores, 
from  Vera  Cruz.  Large  quantitfes  are  brought  over 
by  every  ship.  They  find  a ready  sale  in  our  market. 
The  valley  of  Jalapa  is  famous  lor  its  delicious  fruila. 
'The  pine  apple  produced  there  is  the  finest  in  the 
world.  [J^.  0.  Delta,  June  13. 

Strawberries  and  milk.  — A letter  from  H.  C Sey- 
mour, Esq.,  sup.  rinlendent  of  the  Now  Toik  and 
Erie  rail  road,  to  Mr.  Marsh,  the  secretary,  says: 

“The  milk  train  of  Tuesday  night  (23d  msl.)  took 
to  New  Voi  k 80,000  baskcis  of  straw  oeiTies,  i'hese 
baskets  are  intended  to  contain  one  pint  each;  but 
say  that  three  baskets  contain  one  quart,  which  is 
witliin  bounds.  'Then  we  had  26,6b7  quarts,  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  three  bushels.  'J’liese  strawberries 
will  no  doubt  weigh  65  pounds  to  the  bushel,  but  say 
60,  then  we  had  twenty  Jiue  tons  of  strawberries  alone. 
The  boxes  and  ba-keu  weigh  as  much  mure,  so  that 
the  freight  was  at  least  fifty  Ions.  By  the  same  train 
we  had  28,000  quarts  oi  milk,  which  weigh  (a  pi  t 
a pound)  twenty  eight  tons,  and  including  cans,  35 
tons;  making  a Height  ol  eighty  five  Ions  of  slraieberries 
and  milk.  'The  milk  by  both  our  irams  equals  iilij  ions 
(50,000  quart!)  daily;  and  including  cans,  63  tuns. — 
TUe  RucklanU  county  people  receive  nearly  $3,0u0  a 
day  for  iheirslrawbernes.’’ 

.'The  New  York  Journa!  of  Com  netcc  remarks  — 
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“The  value  of  such  an  avenue  of  conimunication  lo 
this  city,  can  scarcely  be  estimated.  It  gives  us  the 
good  things  of  the  country  in  cheapness  and  abun- 
dance.” 

On  Thursday  52,492  baskets  of  strawberries  were 
received  in  New  York  by  the  Erie  railroad. 

Hemj). — The  St.  Lous  Era,  speaking  of  the  great 
increase  in  the  production  of  this  article,  says: — 
“But  a few  years  since  it  was  a rare  thing  to  see 
more  than  50  or  100  bales  arrive  in  one  boat,  and 
the  first  lot  of  any  size  that  was  shipped  from  the 
Missouri  river  to  this  market  was  in  May,  1840.  If 
we  recollect  distinctly  it  was  about  300  bales — ship- 
ped by  the  .Messrs.  Pomeroy  of  Lexington  to  their 
friends  iri  New  York.  But  now  it  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  lor  a boat  to  arrive  with  a cargo  ot  1,000 
bales  and  several  have  come  down  this  season  with 
from  15,00  to  2,000  bales  on  board.” 

The  receipts  ot  Hemp  at  St.  Louis  last  year  were 
19,500  bales.  Ttiis  year  the  receipts  will,  it  is  said, 
nearly  treble  that  amount.  During  the  montn  en- 
ding on  the  12Ui  instant  the  arrivals  at  S'..  Lo,,iiis 
were  18  176  bales;  and  since  the  1st  of  January  lust 
about  40,000  bales  have  been  received,  the  largest 
proportion  Irorn  the  Missouri  river. 

Breadtuffs  — Ballimure  Market. 

Prices.  June  17.  June  25. 

Flour — Howards!.  Ji8  62i  $6,50 

do  City  mills,  8., 75  7,40 

Corn  meal,  5 37t  4 50 

M heat — Penn,  red,  1 95  1,35 

Maryland  red,  170  a 1,90  1,10  a 1,30 

Coin — white,  1.15  0,87 

Yellow,  1,16  0,90 

This  shows  a decline  in  one  week,  of  about  $2  per 
bbl.  on  flour;  of  $1  on  corn  meal,  ol  sixty  cents  per 
bus.  on  wheat,  ai  d ol  26  to  28  on  corn. 

Accounts  ol  an  abundant  liarvest  arriving  from  all 
directions  greatly  contributed  towards  this  sudden 
depression.  The  gamblers  in  breadstuH’s  suffer,  and 
few  pity  them.  Agriculturists  see  the  advantage 
of  taking  maiket  prices  for  their  produce.  The  ad. 
vices  lioiw  the  inti  nor  are  inadequate  to  bring  on 
the  bieadstijfl’  that  is  there  wailing  for  transporta- 
tion. The  exports  ol  flour  from  N.  York  from  the 
1st  to  the  21sl  inst.,  was  253, UUU  bbs. — being  over 
1U,(J00  bbs.  per  day.  Of  wheat,  corn  arid  barley,  one 
iiiidion  burhels,  or  about  40,000  busi.els  per  day. — 
This  is  nuprecedeiited. 

'The  receipts  ol  flour  at  B >ston  during  the  week 
ei  ding  on  tho22d  were  22,6ol  bbs. — during  the  last 
three  cays  10,163  bbs.  of  which  4,064  were  by  the 
western  rail  road 

At  Balliinore  during  the  week  there  were  inspec- 
ted 17  500  bos.  of  flour;  and  there  were  clcaied 
from  the  custom  house  lor  foreign  ports  9 164  bos. 
of  flour;  14,526g  tms.  com,  3,155  bus.  corn  meal, 
and  2,927^  bus.  wheat. 

Cotton  Crop  Statistics.—  The  Muscogee  Democrat 
savs — We  have  been  lavored  by  Col.  Rutherfird  with 
the  following  'able  of  lliegrowih,  bloom,  &c.  of  ihe  cot- 
ton crop  tor  leii  years  past,  vvhich  may  be  u.seful  fur  re- 
ference and  comparison  to  most  of  our  readers.  Col 
R.  obtained  it  from  a factor  and  comuiissiou  merchant 
ol  Apaiacbicula,  a geniletnan  of  extensive  exptnerice 
and  sound  judnneiii  in  such  matters,  who  lias  taken 
some  pains  to  keep  a regular  staiisiical  table  of  our  great 


1.386,128  tons.  From  1815  lo  1830,  the  tonnage  of  the 
Uniied  States  was  fluciimiing  from  year  to  year.  In 
1818,  ’19,  ’20,  ’21,  '22,  '23,  29,  and  ’31,  the  tonnage  was 
less  than  in  1815.  In  JS30,  ihe  loniiage  was  less  than  in 
any  of  the  previous  years,  being  only  1,191,777.  Since 
1530,  there  has  been  a steady  and  rapid  increase,  until  it 
i.“  now  more  than  doubled,  being,  as  above  stated, 2, 56'2,- 
084  ions. 

Siaieraents  from  the  documents  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment exhibits  the  number  and  class  vessel*  built  each 


year  since  1840. 


Biiiple: 

Year. 

Date  of  bloom. 

Killing  Frost. 

Crops  ] 

1836 

June  4 

Oct  14 

1,4:12,930 

1837 

May  18 

Oct.  27 

1.801,479 

1838 

Juno  14 

Oct.  7 

1 360,582 

1839 

May  24 

Nov.  7 

2,177,8.15 

184t) 

June  6 

Oct.  16 

1,634,945 

1841 

June  iO 

Oct.  20 

1,684,211 

1842 

M y 20 

Oct.  27 

2.379,460 

1843 

June  5 

Nov.  18 

2,030,409 

1844 

May  31 

Oct,  29 

2,416  4-19 

1845 

May  30 

Nov.  3 

2,100,000 

1846 

June  10 

Nov.  1 

COMMERCIAL  MARINE. 

T ble  showing  the  amount  of  2’onnage  owned  by  the 
several  nations  ofEurope,  and  by  the  United  Stales: 
Nation.  Anit  tonnage.  NuUon.  Am't  tonnage. 
Great  Briiain,  3,000,000  Spain,  60,(i00 

Uniied  Sia  es  2,562.084  Bremen,  60,000 

France,  500,000  Hamburg,  57,000 

Sweeden  and  Hanover  & 01- 

Norway,  480,000  denburg,  57,000 

Holland  375.000  Russia,  51,000 

Prussia  ' 225, OoO  Ionian  Islands,  49,000 

210.000  Mucklenburg 

Two  Sicilies,  208,000  Scliweren,  46,000 

•Sardinia  ' 170,000  Roman  States,  39,000 

Denmark  155,000  'I'uscany,  25,000 

g-eece  148.000  Belgium,  25.00o 

130.000  Luces,  20,000 

Portugal,  81, LOO 

The  tonagfi  of  the  United  States  has  nearly  doubled 
»mce,  18'5,  at  which  time  the  amount  of  tonnage  was 


Y’r.s. 

Ships 

Brigs 

Schs 

1816 

136 

224 

680 

1816 

76 

122 

781 

1917 

34 

86 

559 

1818 

53 

86 

428 

1819 

53 

82 

473 

1820 

21 

60 

301 

1821 

43 

89 

248 

1822 

64 

131 

260 

1823 

55 

127 

260 

1821 

56 

156 

377 

1825 

56 

197 

538 

1826 

71 

187 

482 

1827 

68 

133 

464 

1828 

73 

108 

474 

1829 

44 

63 

485 

1.830 

25 

5S 

403 

1831 

72 

95 

416 

1832 

132 

143 

568 

1833 

444 

169 

625 

1 34 

98 

94 

497 

1835 

25 

50 

302 

1836 

93 

65 

144 

1837 

67 

72 

607 

1838 

66 

79 

510 

1 39 

83 

89 

439 

1810 

97 

109 

373 

1841 

114 

101 

312 

1842 

116 

91 

273 

1843 

58 

34 

138 

1844 

73 

47 

204 

1845 

124 

87 

322 

1746 

100 

164 

576 

1016 

938 

4405 

*Fn 

r nine 

moiiihs 

Sl’ps  ^ St’rs  Total 
canal  bts. 


Tons. 


274 

421 

394 

332 

242 

152 
127 
168 

165 

166 
168 
227 
241 
196 
145 
116 

94 

122 

ISO 

180 

100 

164 

168 

153 
122 
224 
157 
404 
173 
279 
342 
335 


1,314  154,621 
1,403  131,668 
1.073  86  393 


15 

26 

35 

45 

38 

33 
43 
37 

34 
100 

65 

68 

30 

124 
135 

90 

125 
64 

78 
137 

79 
163 
163 
226 


898 

850 

534 

507 

623 

622 

781 


82  421 
79,817 
47,784 
55,856 
75.346 
76.007 
90.939 


994  114,997 
1 012  126.438 
934  114,342 
884  98,375 
785  77,098 
637  58,094 
711  85  962 
J.065  144,539 
1 188  161,6-2b 
937  118  320 
507  *45,238 
89  1 113,626 
949  122.987 
898  113  135 
858  120  988 
872  118,309 
76-2  118..891 
1,021  129,083 
482  *63.517 
766  103.537 
1,038  146  OlH 
1,420  188,200 


2631  1413  10,463  1 380,589 

The  follow  ing  .statement  show.*  the  number  and  class 
of  vessels,  and  the  tonnage  ’hereof,  built  in  each  State 
and  u rritory  of  ihe  United  State.*,  during  the  year  en- 
d ngoii  the  30ih  of  Sep'ember  1846. 

States  ^ Ter.  Ships.  Bries  Sers.  Sips.  SCrs.  Tot. 

Maine  47  97  140  ‘ ' 

N.  Hampshire  3 2 3 

Massachusetts  26  26  108 

Rtiode  Island  4 4 

Connecticut  1 3 26 

New  York  11  8 46 

New  Jersey  1 1 25 

Verino.it 

Pennsylvatiia  2 2 15 

Delaware  1 12 

Maryland  4 18  109 

Dis.  Columbia 

Virginia  2 26 

N.  Carolina  26 

S Carolina  4 

'*  eorgia 

Ohio  1 13 

'Tennessee 
Ke  mucky 
Missouri 
Alabama 
Mississippi 

Louisiana  1 

Michigan  1 3 14 

Florida  3 

Total  100 


4 
2 

5 
170 
26 

87 

6 

3 
23 

6 

4 

1 

4 


25 

7 

65 

3 

3 

11 

1 


34 

4 

46 

11 

3 

2 

8 

5 


289 

8 

160 

10 

35 

260 

60 

161 

22 

137 

23 

45 
31 

4 

1 

52 

4 

46 
11 

4 

8 

33 

8 


Tons 

49,447 

2 171 
24.321 

2.394 

3 712 
33  253 

6,856 

15,787 
2,264 
13.817 
951 
3 465 
1,884 
342 
21 
9,616 
674 
8 661 
2,338 
557 

451 

5,174 

810 


164  576  355  225  1420  188,203 

From  the  above,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  tonnage 
built  in  the  Slate  of  Maine  is  about  one  ihird  greater  than 
that  in  any  other  State.  New  York  stands  next  upon 
the  list,  and  then  Massachuseltss,  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland.  These  five  States  are  emphatically  the  ship 
building  stales  of  the  Union,  but  little  tonnage,  compar 
alively,  being  built  in  any  other  Slate. 

SHIP  BUILDING. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  owned  in  the  several  States  is 
not  in  proportion  lo  the  number  of  vessels  built,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  siaienient  of  the  tonnage  of 
each  slate  on  the  30th  ol  June,  1846: 

Maine  358,123  64  North  Carolina  41,224  59 

New  Hempshire  20.708  40  South  Carolina  19,936  40 

Vermont  2,048  19  Georgia  18  110  62 

Massachusetts  54T520  29  p'lorida  11,866  16 

Rhode  Island  49,437  53  Alabama  22,337  45 

Connecticut.  99,023  00  Mississippi  1,055  43 

New  York  655,605  78  Louisiana  181,258  44 

New  Jersey  76,016  12  Missouri  22.425  92 

Pennsylvania  148  0.58  33  Te.'inessce  2,809  23 

Delaware  111,837  30  Kentucky  8 172  25 

Maryland  128,463  03  Ohio  39,917  39 

Dis.  of  Columbia  22,355  33  Michigan  ’ 25,952  90 

Virginia  63,641  24 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  foster  and  protect  the  shipping  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  United  States.  We  trust  that 
this  policy  will  always  continue,  as  commerce  is  the 
mainspring  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  our  country. 

[Boston  Journal. 


How  tor  the  policy  will  ultimately  succeed  which 
Mr.  Peel  selected  as  the  last  evil  of  the  two  alterna- 
nalives  presented  at  the  time  of  his  first  resignation, 
and  to  w Inch  the  Duke  of  Wellingion,  and  the  aris- 
tocracy yielded  as  the  condition  of  Mr.  Peel  resum- 
ing the  government  when  the  whigs  failed  to  form 
an  administration,  is  yet  to  be  tested.  'Ptie  experi- 
ment IS,  in  its  infancy.  The  working  of  the  system 
requires  time  for  development.  We  look  with  pro- 
found interest  upon  its  progress.  The  following 

article  furnishes  data  as  to  some  of  its  operations 

Witout  adapting  the  reasoning  of  the  writer,  the  fig. 
ures  w hich  are  furnished  in  the  statements  are  sig- 
nificant, and  look  portentous  for  old  England. 

The  New  York  Correspondent  of  Ihe  ff'ashinglon 
Union  says: — The  advices  which  reached  here  from 
England  to  the  8lh  June  were  justly  regarded  as  in 
Itie  highest  degree  favorable  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  United  Slates,  not  only  to  the  agricultural, 
planting,  and  moneyed  interests,  but  also  to  the  man- 
ufact  ring.  The  production  of  goods  has  been  check- 
ed in  Lancashire  by  absolute  want  of  that  capital 
which  has  become  so  aoundanl  in  the  Uniied  Stale*, 
All  advance  of  Ircighls  on  ihe  raw  material  out,  and 
in  the  rate  of  interest  for  money  there,  forms  a difl'er- 
enre  of  four  to  five  per  cent,  against  the  English 
manufacturer,  and  in  lavor  of  the  United  Stales — a 
difi'erenee  equal  lo  Ihe  average  change  to  the  tariff. 
Ill  Itie  English  cotton  distrii-ls,  the  hands  were  thus 
dividei  : 60  000  fully  employed,  SO.ObO  half  employ- 
ed, 20.000  etil  irtly  idle.  'Ihe  quaiteriy  tables  of 
imports  lurnish  a singular  index  to  the  stale  of  affairs 
III  England.  The  following  are  the  aggrega.es  of 
certain  article- of  food  entered  fur  consuinplion,  Jan- 
uary 6 lo  A(>ril  5: 

Grain  quarters, 

Flour,  L-wt., 

Live  animuls. 

Beef  and  pork,  cwt. 
butter. 

Cheese, 

'Tobacco,  pounds, 

Cocoa,  ‘ 

Coffee, 

I'ea,  “ 

Rice,  cwt.. 

Sugar,  “ 

I lie  remarkable 
that  the  cunsuiiiption  of  those  articles  usually  con- 
sidered luxuries,  (as  coffee,  lea,  cocoa,  lohacco,) 
and  which  generally  gives  way  under  a scarcity  of 
food,  lias  largely  increased — Deitig  the  results  of  tiio 
railroad  expenditure;  a cause  which  has  also  pro- 
moted an  111. usual  coiisuiiiption  of  regular  food.  Tne 
nest  feature  is  ilie  diinimslied  cansumpiion  of  ravv 


1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

183,614 

111,357 

1.292  946 

16,484 

66,959 

1,2  1,843 

1,'92 

13,726 

17.006 

28.715 

45  153 

87,960 

3:1,727 

37,320 

62.  i66 

55,078 

61.809 

10T624 

6,694  2o6 

6.761.954 

6,828  487 

775  193 

802  415 

1 002  382 

8,961.868 

8,967  754 

10,544,784 

10,422.246 

11,149713 

11,6.9,026 

7 711 

21,638 

204  593 

930,677 

1.152,404 

1,434  524 

fealuie  m 

this  laole 

is,  it  shows 

materials  for  maouractures 

as  follows: 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

Wool  lbs. 

7.100,984 

8, 582,823 

5 642,332 

RavL’  silk  lbs. 

1,257,232 

1,477,432 

1,314,826 

Flax  and  hemp 

cwt. 

169,097 

177  101 

144.491 

Cotton,  cwi. 

1,023,419 

961,480 

823,508 

Indigo  cwt. 

8,494 
5 372 

11,741 

5.847 

Logwood  tons 

7 727 

4,040 

Madder  cwt. 

26,438 

30,711 

Madder  root  cwt.  49,005 

6..,084 

19,344 

All  me  malerials  for  uianufaclures  have  greailj 

declined — cotton  and  wool 

in  the  greatest  propor- 

lions.  The  diminished  exports  of  British  yarns  for 

the  same  period  is  as  follows. 

Yarns. 

1815. 

1846. 

1847. 

Cotton 

£1,134.331 

£1,292,449 

£938,176 

Woollen 

157.188 

113,151 

139,043 

Linen 

242,936 

324,965 

154,314 

Total 

1,634,455 

1,730,466 

1,231,633 

Goods. 

Cotton 

4,694,242 

4,446.937 

4.223,177 

Woollen 

1.869,440 

1,525,563 

1.587,004 

Linen 

813.928 

743  806 

741,350 

Silk 

197,557 

202,695 

258.515 

.£7,476,167  £7,118,992  £6,810.246 

From  these  three  tables,  the  fact  results  that  the 

great  staple  ol  England— her  labor — has  been  expen- 
ded in  raiiway-o.aking,  instead  of  manufacturing  to 
sell.  'I'be  maikets  ef  the  world  have  been  well  sup- 
plied with  goods, and  prices  have  not  advanced  on 
manufactures  equal  lo  the  enhanced  cost  of  raw  ma- 
leriais.  I'he  latter  have  been  less  abundant,  and 
obtained  at  much  higher  prices  and  rales  of  freight. 
The  823,508  cwls.  of  cotton,  which  she  bought  this 
year,  cost  her  $2,00,060  more  than  the  961,480  owls, 
that  she  took  last  year;  and  si.e  sells  $3  000,000 
worth  less  goods.  'This  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
pressure.  She  has  been  corsuming  rapidly  her  cap- 
ital of  all  descriptions;  and  Itie  cause  i^  sull  in  active 
operation,  and  will  produce  similar  reuslts  for  the 
coming  year.  At  the  latestdales,  the  stringent  mea- 
sures ol  the  bank,  aided  by  the  panic  whicn  had  pre- 
vailed, bad  combined  lo  ease  the  money  m irkei  go 
far  as  to  allow  money  to  be  oQtained  on  some  terms. 
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Fourteen  days  of  fine  weather,  together  with  concur- 
rent accounts  from  the  continent,  had  produced  a 
fall  in  breadstuff's.  A cargo  of  wheal  from  Danlzig, 
tomnienced  .‘elling  at  105s.  pei-  tjuarter  May  19th, 
closed  on  the  95lh  at  83s.  per  quarter.  This  fall  in 
price  had  lessened  the  disposition  to  hoard,  and  the 
banit  discounted  at  5 per  cent.  GO  day  hills,  and 
percent.  90  day  bills.  Out  doors,  the  r.ate  was  5^ 
a 6 percent.  In  France  and  Germany  money  was 
more  easy — at  Frankfort  Sj  per  cent.,  and  Berlin  4| 
percent.  The  returning  ease  in  the  Lonilon  market 
is  only  an  evidence  that  the  railway  expenditure  wil  I 
progress,  that  the  purchases  of  foreign  produce  will 
be  continued,  and  the  United  States  60  day  bills  will 
be  more  readily  discounted. 

Its  effect  was  already  manifest  in  the  improved 
state  of  the  cotton  maiUet,  which  had  advanced.  In 
relation  to  the  coming  harvests,  accounts  were  very 
contradictory,  and  far  from  satisfactory.  The  crops 
which  had  been  very  backward,  had,  under  two 
weeks  of  fine  weather  come  very  rapidly  forward  in 
certain  districts — inuih  less  promisingly,  however, 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland  than  the  snuihern  counties 
of  England.  The  experience  of  the  past  few  years 
has  shown,  that  if  the  crop  of  England  is  good,  her 
wants  must  still  be.  large;  and  the  question  turns 
upon  European  supplies.  Jf  they  exceed  the  wants 
of  Europe  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  United 
Stales  will  heve  a competition  in  the  supply  of  Eng- 
land. Between  now  and  harvest,  the  wants  of  Eng- 
land must  be  very  large.  The  crop  of  1845  was  sup- 
posed to  be  good;  and  yet,  before  that  of  1846  was 
realized,  England  imported  immensely.  The  follow 
ing  is  a table  ol  the  quantities  entered  lor  consumption 
quarterly  in  1846: 

Grain  consumed  in  Great  Britain. 

Jan  5 lu  Aprils  to  July  5 to  Total  to 

Aprils.  July  .5.  Sept.  -S  Sept.  6 

Wheatqrs.  11,993  1,64S.4U6  192.350 

Harley  do  3, '262  91,916  31,a95 

Oats  do  6,453  171,697  309  895 

Corn  do  50,884  195,835  178,503 

Flour  cwt.  63,003  1,444  363  7./0  831 

Tnese  were  the  quantilies  required  to  eke  out  wbal 
had  been  supposed  a good  tiarvesl.  Of  the  large 
quantity  released  from  bond  in  the  July  quarter, 
Dearly  the  whole  had  accumulated  in  bond  up  to  the 
close  of  June,  when  it  was  put  upon  the  market,  and 
prices  have  been  rising  ever  since — that  is  to  say, 
wheal  was 55s.  in  May,  1846, and  122s.  in  May,  1847. 
Against  the  large  quanlilies  that  were  in  bond  June, 
1846,  there  are  now  but  light  stocks.  If  last  year, 
under  a supply  of  27,000,000  barrels  of  flour,  prices 
rose  from  52s.  July  4.  to  69s.,  October  24,  when  the 
new  harvest  was  realized,  whence  are  the  same  sup 
plies  to  be  realized  this  year.’  more  particularly  when 
the  wants  of  Europe  are  superadded.  In  this  view 
of  the  case,  prices,  it  might  be  supposed,  could  not 
fall  materially  in  England.  The  market  f..r  flour 
here  has  been  considerably  affected,  however,  by  the 
news,  and  speculators  have  “suffered  some,”  while 
the  exports  have  been  materially  enhanced.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  weekly  receipts  down  the 
Hudson — export.^,  prices,  freights  an  1 rales  of  ster- 
ling bills: 

ReceipLi  and  cxjiorts  of  flour  in  New  York,  from  opening 
oj  navigation  to  Juneii. 

Freight  to  Rale 

Receipts.  Exports. 
bar.  bar. 

To  May  18,  226,1 16  32,160 
do  25,  142  212  4-2  924 
1,  16a,oul  68,036 
8,  1-29.660  79.-233 
15,  139  937  95,097 
2-2,  30,130  79,4-24 


wheat  a piece.  We  cannot  say  how  long  these  small  | a warm  and  somewhat  severe  rupture  liad  broken  on- 


supplies  may  eontinue;  but  at  present,  there  is  no 
particular  sign  of  slackness. 

Another  fact  is  encouraging.  aJff  the  wheat  fields 
in  Ohio  are  not  winter  killed,  and  there  is  no  appear- 
ance, that  it  will  all  be  eaten  by  tbe  fly;  so  that  we 
may  be  thankful  for  the  blessings  we  now  enjoy. — 
[Ciiicinna/i  Chronicle. 


1,85-2,349 
1-26.071 
488.045 
425  2-27 
2,810,-202 


June 

do 

do 

do 


Prices.  Liverpool,  of  bills. 
$ c.  $ c p.  d.  s d 
8 25ii8  50  2 6a3  0 63a7 
8 I-2a8  25  3 OaO  0 7^a7| 
9 -25a9  60  2 6a3  0 6^a7i 
8 0-2a8  75  3Oa4  0 6iu97 
7 76a8  00  3 6a4  0 5J-  i6i 
7 12a7  37  3 6a4  0 5ja6i 


Total,  836,072  396,964 

With  the  falling  prices,  freights  rose  under  the 
shipment,  and  the  l ailes  of  bills  declined.  The  value 
of  the  flour  shipped  in  lliese  six  weeks  is  $3,196,- 
231,  and  of  the  frei6hts,  $273,549— making  $3,469, - 
680.  For  the  first  woek  in  June,  the  market  was 
under  tbe  influence  of  the  advices  of  the  18th  May. 


Danger  of  Starvation. — We  don’t  wish  to  alarm 
any  one,  especially  it  they  are  so  benevolently  dis- 
posed as  to  pay  ten  dollars  a barrel  in  New  York  and 
six  in  Cincinnati  for  flour.  But  there  are  two  or 
three  little  facts  we  will  just  mention,  for  the  com- 
fort of  those  who  think  there  will  be  a famine  tins 
year.  One  of  these  is,  that  the  only  difl]cully  we 
have  had  in  Cincinnati  jcl,  in  supplying  the  “vast 
European  demand,"  is  the  want  of  locomotives,  icagons, 
and  other  machinery,  to  bring  down  the  produce 
anxiously  waiting  to  be  brought,  and  the  difficulty  of 
getting  sacks,  bags,  barrels,  &[c.  to  put  corn  &c.  in! 

Another  Ir.ile  lact  will  tend  to  relicva  apprehen- 
iion.  It  is  staled,  that  at  Canton,  Stark  county,  160 
wheat  wagons  passed  through  before  breakfast  and 
600  after  dinner.’  These  wagons  carry 


RUMORS  RESPECTING  PEACE. 

We  should  have  given  these  rtimor.s  at  most  a mere 
passing  notice,  as  we  do  generally  v\  ith  rmiors,  but  for 
the  publication  of  the  article  which  we  extract  from  the 
Uafon,  seeming  to  give  official  countenance  to  the  one 
last  received.  It  is  on  so  important  a subject, — that  of 
PEACE, — that  instead  of  delaying  for  authentic  facts  to 
be  elicited,  we  conolude  to  publish  a synopsis  of  the  ru- 
mors, and  of  what  is  said  in  relation  to  Mr.  Trist’s  mis- 
sion, leaving  our  readers  to  judge  for  themselves  as  to 
tl  e degree  of  confidence  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  22d,  mentions  the 
report  at  Vera  Cruz  of  Gen.  Scott  being  at  Rio  Frio, 
negotiating  with  the  new  government  of  Mexico,  but 
adds  that  their  informant  placed  very  little  confidence 
in  the  rumor.  Another  version  of  the  report  is  that 
Herrera  declined  entering  into  into  any  negotiation  un- 
til the  new  government  was  more  settled  and  firm  in 
power. 

The  Picayune,  of  same  date,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
port says:  “Our  letters  from  Vera  Cruz  do  not  eonfirm 
this  news,  and  they  represent,  on  the  contrary,  that  no- 
thing had  been  received  from  Gen.  Scott  subsequent  to 
the  departure  of  the  Galveston.  And  furthermore,  we 
have  letters  from  Puebla  to  the  3d  inst.,  when  General 
Scott  was  there,  and  scarcely  time  had  elapsed  for  him 
t.o  march  to  Kio  Frio  and  enter  into  neg-  tiations,  and 
for  the  new  8 to  come  back  to  Vera  Cruz.  We  are  there- 
fore, at  present,  incredulous  about  this  intelligence.’’ 

MR.  trtst’s  mission. 

Soon  after  it  was  piibli.-hed  that  Mr.  Trist,  first  clerk 
of  the  department  of  state,  had  left  Washington  on  a 
mission  to  Mexico,  the  Pldladelphia  Evening  Bulletin, 
(>id:ii.)  a paper  recognized  as  being  generairy  well  in- 
formed ill  relation  to  the  views  of  ilie  government,  pub- 
lished an  article  as  from  the  very  best  autlinriiy,  that  the 
rumors  in  circulation,  to  the  effect  that  this  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Trist.)  is  an  agent  of  the  government,  are  wholly 
wiilioni  founda'ion.  He  not  only  does  not  go  out  as  a 
plenipotentiary  to  carry  our  uliimaluiii  to  Mexico,  but 
goes  ill  no  official  capacity  whatever.  His  reii!  purpose 
is  lo  visit  a sick  brother  in  Louisiana,  who  is  in  charge 
of  a sugar  plantation  belonging  lo  both  of  them.  Mr. 
Trist  has  not  seen  his  reluiioii  since  his  remrii  from 
Cuba. 

A Vera  Cruz  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Com 
mercial  Times,  thus  noticed  Mr.  Trisi’s  arrival  there: 
-Mr.  N.  P.  'Iri.-it — the  eelehraled — ariivid  yesterday 
with  despatches  for  Gen.  Scott  and  Com.  Perry.  The 
commodore  came  up  to-day,  and  held  long  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  T.,  evidently  very  confideniiaT,  and  often 
in  a tone  of  voice  and  with  a manner  which  indicated 
conimunicaiioiis  and  sentiments  of  no  ordinary  inipori. 
ance.  Mr.  Trist  is  the  government,  in  Mexico  He 
goes  with  the  train  to  morrow  to  meet  Gen.  Scott,  and 
will  doubtless  give  him  ample  instructions  for  the  eflfec 
tual  prosecution  of  the  war!” 

The  New  Orleans  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Courier  w-rnte:  “That  Mr.  Trist  had  communicated  from 
Vera  Cruz  with  Gen.  Scott  at  Jalapa;  that,  in  all  proba- 
biiity,  Mr.  3'rist  would  proceed  with  the  next  train  to 
Jalapa;  and  that  the  negotiation  might,  perhaps,  be 
brought  very  suddenly  to  a favorable  conclusion.  'I'his 
is  not  absolutely  ceriairi;  hut  from  the  dipl-unaiic  survey 
of  Gen.  Scott,  and  a reconnoiiering  officer  in  Mexico, 
the  exceedingly  strong  probability  now  is  that  we  shall 
soon  have  peace.  Buena  Vista  was  a more  brilliant  af- 
fair than  Cerro  Gordo;  but  the  results  of  the  latter  are 
likely  to  be  of  incalculably  more  importance.  If  Scott, 
after  conquering  the  army  of  Mexico  In  the  field,  should 
now,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  'Prist,  sign  a treaty  of 
peace  in  "the  Halls  of  the  Monttzumas,”  he  will  have 
achieved  glory  enough,  even  although  he  should  never 
be  president.  Rest  assured  there  is  a perfect  utider- 
siandiiig  with  Scott  and  the  administration,  and  that  the 
terms  on  which  both  coincide  in  npiiiion  are;  Upper  Ca- 
lifornia and  New  Mexico,  and  no  other  or  greater  por- 
tion of  territory;  ami  the  right  of  way  across  the  Isth- 
mus, if  it  can  be  obtained.  These  terms  are  so  much 
more  moderate  than  were  anticipated  by  Mexico,  that 
whenever  they  are  promulgated  it  is  believed  that  the 
popular  voice  of  Mexico  will  be  clamorous  for  peace. — 
Unless  then,  the  Mexicans  are  more  besotted  than  Hot- 
tentots or  Esquimaux,  we  must  have  peace.’’ 

'The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Bun, 
(said  to  be  a clerk  in  the  state  department,)  wrote  that: 
‘‘The  proclamation  was  substantially  written  by  Gen. 
Scott,  Mr.  Trist  having  been,  at  the  time,  in  Vera  Cruz, 
and  in  communication  with  Gen.  S.,  and  no  doubt  ap- 
proving of  the  matter  contained  in  it.  The  text  of  the 
proclamation  coincides  perfectly  with  the  views  of  the 
government.” 

A Jalapa  correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis  Republican, 
.....  , I under  dale  of  the  26th  April,  has  the  following:  “I  iie- 
1 u oiisijcis  I glecled,  in  the  hurry  of  writing  my  last,  to  mention  that 


hotween  Gen.  Scott,  and  the  clerk  of  the  stare  depart- 
iiieiit,  Mr.  Trist,  who  has  been  sent  here  as  a sort  of 
generalissimo  of  the  American  army.  'Phis  is  the  same 
Mr.  'I'rist,  if  I err  not,  v\lio  imparled  to  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll  die  knowledge  of  die  existence  in  the  stale  de- 
parimenl  of  private  and  confidenlial  papers,  during  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Secretary  Buchanan,  and  who  found 
mil  a way  by  which  Mr.  Inger,soll  uncoiistiiuiionally 
goi  access  lo  them,  which  enabled  him  to  make  Ids  at- 
lack  on  Mr.  Webster.  A preiiy  represcntalive  of  a 
great  nation  at  a foreign  court  lo  be  sure! 

“This  Mr.  Tri^t,  in  the  exercises  of  his  mongrel  ple- 
nary civil  and  military  powers  add res.sed  a letter  to  Gen. 
Scott,  directing  him  as  lo  what  move  he  niust  make 
with  his  troops.  A portion  of  those  directions  were 
such  as  Gen.  Scott  believed  were  at  war  with  the  best 
interests  ot  our  government,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
would  be  the  protraction  rather  than  a tcrminaiiori  of 
hosiili-ies. 

“It  was  the  correspondence  growing  out  of  this  dif- 
ference of  opinion  that  was  the  immediate  result  of  this 
rupture.  Copies  of  all  die  correspon  leiice,  1 learn,  have 
been  transmitted  by  Gen.  Scott  to  the  war  department.” 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce,  “T  he  Spy,’’  on  the  21st  of  June 
wrote:  “in  a lew  words,  I will  give  you  everything  that 
is  authentic,  in  regard  lo  a prospect  of  a speedy  peace 
with  Mexico.  Col.  Sowers  took  out  with  him  instructions 
to  Gen.  Scott,  to  this  cffeci, — ihat  he  was  to  organize  or 
aid  ill  ihe  organization  of  a governiTient  de  facto,  in  ihe 
city  of  Mexico,  and  make  with  it  a treaty  iicc'inling  to 
certain  terms  This  iiie.»fenger  was  cut  ofp  and  Ids 
message  arrested.  But  the  same  instructions  have  gone 
through  other  channels.” 

On  the  22d,  the  same  writer  says:  “The  last  news 
from  Mexico  seems  to  place  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt 
the  cerliiinly  of  peace,  if  any  goveninieiit  can  be  found 
witli  which  to  negmiaie.  The  organ  ol  the  pacific  ad- 
justment, which  at  first  dared  hardly  to  him  its  vieus,  is 
now  bold  and  decided — dem  unces  ihe  war  party  and 
its  leaders,  a;.d  exposes  their  motives  of  plunder  and 
anibiiimi.  The  paper  is  now  more  eagerly  sought 
for  and  more  generally  read  than  any  other  print  in 
Mexico,  and  no  one  now  fears  to  he  the  open  advocate 
of  peace.  Even  in  the  halls  of  the  Mexican  congress,  the 
propriety  of  an  amicable  adjnsinieiu  lias  f.iund  its  advo- 
cates, accompanied  with  most  biiif  r deiiiinciaiions  of 
Santa  Anna  and  all  their  military  leadens. 

“Uie  clergy  loo.  have  entirely  discontinued  the  ad- 
vances which  they  had  been  making  for  die  war;  and 
you  need  not  be  at  all  surprised  lo  receive  Ironi  ihem  a 
peace  maiiifi  sto  Wfie  her  iliey  do  this  or  not.  they  are 
now  openly  exerting  themselves  in  that  wav,  and  with 
eoiiipleie  success.  So  rapid  has  been  the  advance  of 
this  seniiment  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  that  noihiiig  but  a 
teeling  of  national  pride  prevents  their  inviting  General 
Scott  into  the  city;  and,  as  it  is,  no  defences  worihy  the 
name  are  being  placed  around  it.  You  may  rest  as- 
sured we  w ill  have  no  Moscow  conflagration  reacted  in 
Mexico.  Whether  the  congress  wjU  leave  the  city  is 
qui  e uncertain;  but  ii  is  the  wish  of  the  people  iliatih  y 
should  remain.  'I'hai  congress  consii-mes  the  govern- 
ment de  facto  of  Mexico,  and  has  power  at  once  ;o  ra- 
tify a treiiiy  of  peace  il  they  think  proper. 

“That  Mr.  'I  rist  and  Gen.  Scott  have  the  treaty  with 
them  already  for  immediate  ratification  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  and  the  consequent  and  iniincdiala 
ces.saiion  thereupon  of  hostility,  is  certain.  I have  al.so 
strong  reason  for  believing  liiat  Mr.  Buchanan  has  very 
receiiily  procured,  in  cash,  die  three  million  appropria- 
tion from  the  treasury,  and  Ihat  the  gold  and  silver  are 
on  their  way  to  Me.xico.  With  these  three  rnilii-.ns  the 
peace  party  could  organize  at  once  and  discard  their 
military  leaders,  especially  if  Gen.  Scott  slioiiltl  accept 
an  invitation,  to  liim.self  and  Ins  army,  to  enj  >y  ihe  hos- 
pitalities of  the  city  of  Mexico  for  a few  iiioiitlis  after 
the  ratification  of  ihe  treaty. 

“The  ireaiy  os  given  in  die  Express,  bears  no  resem- 
blance lo  the  iiisiruinent  in  the  hands  ol  Scott  and  Trist. 
That  the  treaty  was  seen  in  Jalapa,  I repeat  is  certain; 
bm  Mr.  'I’rist  is  by  no  means  responsible  or  ainenahle 
lo  any  cen.sure,  lor  the  manner  in  which  its  contents 
became  known  to  a few  in  that  city.  On  the  contrary, 
Mr.  'I'rist  liiiiiselt  has  observed  profound  silence  in  re- 
gard to  the  niatler,  in  obedience  no  doubt,  to  the  orders 
Irom  the  government  here,  which  seems  to  entertain  a 
most  unaccourlahle  solicitude  lo  keep  secret  the  nego- 
tiation until  they  can  promulgate  the  actual  ratification 
of  the  treaty.  But  this  is  impossible  in  such  an  affair 
between  nadons,  especially  in  a state  of  war;  and  they 
might  as  well  admit  the  f.ict,  which  everybody  is  be"in- 
ning  to  learn  from  other  sources.”  ° 

The  Washington  Union,  noticing  the  above  article, 
says:  “We  have  no  doubt  that  the  statement  here  made 
is  a mistake.  We  suspect,  from  what  we  have  heard, 
that  Gen.  Scott’s  instructions  go  no  further  than  ihoee 
which  were  given  to  Gen.  3'aylor  in  1846;  and  no  one 
supposes  that  Gen.  T.  was  authorized  lo  organize  a go- 
vernment in  the  city  of  Mexico,  much  less  to  ‘make 
with  a a treaty  according  lo  certain  terms.’’’ 

In  relation  to  the  leporied  rupture  between  General 
Scott  and  Mr.  Trist,  it  s.iy.s: 

“Can  any  man  seriously  swallow  this  story?  Can  any 
one  believe  that  Mr.  Trist  would  be  sent  to  the  camp  to 
play  the  generalissimo,  or  that  he  would  assume  ‘mon- 
grel plciiaiy  civil  and  military  powers?’  " 

On  the  25th  June,  the  “Spy"  writes:  “That  we  am 
without  further  inicltigence  of  sny  great  importance 
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from  ihe  city  of  Mexico.  The  question  under  discus- 
sion now,  is  whether  the  city  shall  or  shall  not  be  de- 
fended asainst  the  army  of  Gen.  Scott.  For  the  defence 
are  the  military,  and  most  of  the  rabble,  and  all  who 
look  for  plunder  and  are  reckless  of  results;  on  the  other 
hand  are  the  clerey  almost  in  a body,  the  merchants, 
most  of  the  wealthy  citizens,  and  the  whole  of  the  party 
favorable  for  peace.  It  is  as  yet  quite  uncertain  what 
course  will  be  pursued.  Much  will  depend  on  the  elec- 
tion of  president.  If,  as  seems  nearly  certain,  Herrera 
should  be  chosen,  the  councils  of  peace  will  triumph;  so 
also  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  several  of  the  i ther 
candidates.  The  election  of  Santa  Anna  woula  be 
most  unfavorable;  but  that  would  seem  now  nearly  im 
ossible.  The  overthrow  of  Santa  Anna  and  the  anni- 
ilation  of  his  influence,  and  the  total  want  of  confi- 
dence now  reposed  in  his  military  talents,  is  the  most 
fatal  blow  which  the  party  have  as  yet  received  in  Mex- 
ico. 

“Ever  since  it  became  known,  most  unfortunately,  in 
Mexico,  that  he  had  entered  the  republic  by  the  consent 
of  our  government,  he  has  been  suspected  of  treason  by 
many  Mexicans,  and  his  only  hope  of  sustaining  his 
reputation  is  to  insist,  in  his  own  language,  “upon  war 
forever  and  no  treaty.”  If  he  could  have  reached  his 
country  without  the  assent  of  our  government,  or  with- 
out that  fact  having  unfirtunately  been  made,  public,  he 
would  have  been  for  peace,  and  such  was  his  evident 
intention  when  he  issued  his  first  proclamation  in  favor 
of  the  federal  system,  and  against  the  monarchists,  upon 
his  return  to  Mexico.  The  mistake  of  the  administra- 
tion was  not  in  permitting  his  return,  but  in  so  permit- 
ting it  that  the  fact  of  their  assent  became  public  in 
M=xico.  On  hearing  of  this,  Santa  Anna  exclaimed — 
“The  American  government  have  ruined  me.”  His 
only  hope  then  was  in  war,  without  end  and  at  all  ha- 
zards, and  hence  the  strong  terms  in  which  Gen.  Scott 
denounces  him  in  his  proclamation,  and  in  truth  accuses 
him  both  of  a want  of  skill  and  courage.  This  was  ne- 
cessary to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  Mexican  people 
in  Santa  Anna  as  a military  leader,  and  Gen.  Scott  has 
accomplished  his  purpose. 

“The  downfall  of  Santa  Anna  is  the  certain  precur- 
sor of  a speedy  peace.  There  may  be  some  delay,  as  a 
salvo  to  wounded  pride,  and  to  save  what  they  call  the 
national  honor.  The  spirit  of  the  war  party  is  extin- 
guished in  Mexico. 

“It  is  entirely  untrue  that  Gen.  Scott  has  refused  to 
forward  the  mission  and  despatches  of  Mr.  Trist. — 
There  has  been  a point  of  etiquette  between  these  two 
gentlemen,  in  which  Gen.  Scott’s  friends,  and  the  offi- 
cers generally,  as  far  as  the  facts  are  known,  believe 
that  Mr.  Trist  is  in  error;  but  it  will  not  arrest  the  ope- 
rations of  Gen.  Scott  and  Mr.  Trist,  either  to  open  or 
conclude  a negotiation. 

“I  have  heretofore  given  it  to  you  as  my  opinion,  that 
the  three  millions,  intended  as  the  first  instalment  on 
the  ratification  of  a treaty  by  Mexico,  was  on  its  way 
to  that  country,  and  I now  consider  it  almost  certain 
that  such  is  the  fact.  It  is  possible  that  the  money  may 
go  no  further  than  New  Orleans,  and  that  Mr.  7 rist 
may  draw  there  upon  it  from  Mexico  immediately  upon 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Mexico.  Should  the 
treaty  be  ratified  shortly  by  Mexico,  I entertain  no  doubt 
but  that  Mr.  Buchanan  wdll  advise  the  president  to  call 
the  senate  immediately  together,  that  it  may  be  ratified 
at  once  by  us,  and  peace  again  restored  to  the  country. 

“I  have  the  best  reasons  for  believing  that  the  presi- 
dent and  the  whole  cabinet,  except  the  Texas  member 
of  it,  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  Upper  California 
and  New  Mexico.  This  gentleman  is  said  to  belong 
to  the  new  pariy,  as  they  call  themselves,  of*  Continen- 
tal Democrats,”  and  would  go  to  the  I.sthinuf  if  lie  could, 
and,  if  not,  as  far  south  as  practicable.  Extension  is 
his  hobby;  as  any  one  can  see  who  has  ever  read  his 
Texas  letter  of  1844.  But  the  president  and  all  the  ca- 
binet differ  from  him  in  opinion;  and  their  views,  of 
course,  will  prevail;  and  the  cabinet  appear  what,  in 
fact,  it  is  not,  a unit  upon  this  question.  It  is,  perhaps, 
well  for  the  cause  of  peace  that  this  gentleman  has  less 
influence  with  the  president  on  this  question  of  our  fo- 
reign relations,  than  he  has  in  regard  to  the  tariff  and 
finance. 

“Should  Mexico  rtilify  the  treaty,  including  Upper 
California  and  New  Mexico,  it  would  be  confirmed  at 
once,  and,  I believe  unanimously  by  our  senate;  for, 
with  or  without  the  Wilmot  proviso,  it  is  now  clearly 
ascertained  that  slavery  would  be  wholly  unprofitable 
and  never  can  exist  in  any  part  of  Upper  California  or 
New  Mexico,  and  in  this  way  the  agiiaiioii  of  this  ques- 
tion will  be  entirely  avoided.  In  trmh  there  is  not  more 
than  one  acre  out  of  a thousand  that  is  susceptible  of 
cultivation  in  New  Mexico  or  Upper  California,  and  the 
amall  portion  that  can  be  cultivated  requires  constant 
irrigation,  and  cannot  come  into  competition  for  slave 
labor  even  with  ihe  southern  Atlantic  states,  much  less 
with  'Texas,  or  the  still  richer  and  more  extensive  south 
western  valley  of  ihe  Mississippi.  Rest  assured  'hat 
with  or  without  the  Wilmot  proviso,  never  will  a single 
slave  be  carried  to  Upper  California  or  New  Mexico: 
because  independent  of  the  vast  cost  of  carrying  them 
there,  and  the  great  risk  of  the  transportation,  as  well 
as  Ihe  siill  greater  hazard  of  keeping  them  there  as 
slaves,  their  labor  compared  with  their  employment  in 
the  south  or  southwest  would  be  wholly  unprofitable. — 
The  great  value  of  Upper  Calitornia  and  New  Mexico 
will  be  for  military  positions,  and  for  commercial  cities 
upon  the  Pacific.  Let  us  congratulate  ourselves  then 
that  with  a treaty  thus  limited  the  slavery  and  anti- 
slavery agitators  north  and  south  will  be  entirely  defeat- 
ed, and  the  question  settled  vyithoiit  raising  even  a rip- 
ple upon  the  surface  our  happy  Union.” 


Later.  The  arrival  of  the  steamer  Fashion,  Capt. 
Ivy,  at  New  Orleans  on  the  23d,  furnishes  Vera  Cruz 
dales  to  the  17th,  one  day  later  than  by  ll  e J.  L Day. 
They  had  no  further  inielligence  from  Gen.  Scott,  re- 
specting whose  movements  there  were  all  sorts  of  con- 
tradictory reports  and  opinions  at  Vera  Cruz.  Captain 
I.  had  heard  of  the  rumor  brought  by  the  captain  of  the 
Day,  of  overtures  for  peace  having  been  made  bv  the 
Mexicans,  but  placed  no  confidence  in  it.  According 
to  the  rumor  itself,  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Mexicans 
had  been  rejected. 


UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  ACADEMY, 

WEST  POINT. 


The  Board  of  Examiners  met  and  organized  on 
the  7th  instant,  by  electing  General  Haralson,  of 
Georgia,  President,  and  General  Oliver,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Secretary. 

The  graduating  class,  we  understand,  numbers 
thirty- eight,  most  or  all  of  whom  expect  to  be  order- 
ed into  immediate  service  with  the  army  in  Mexico. 
They  will,  we  doubt  not,  render  a good  account  of 
themselves  and  of  all  who  may  be  entrusted  to  their 
command. 

United  States  Military  ..Academy, 

West  Point,  (Ml  Y.J  June  18, 1847. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a board  of  visiters  invited 
to  attend  the  annual  examination  of  the  cadets  of 
the  military  academy,  met  at  this  place  on  Monday, 
the  7th  instant,  and  Laving  organized,  proceaded  to 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  their 
letters  of  invitation,  and  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
8th  of  August,  1846.  By  this  act  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  board  to  attend  the  examination  of  the  military 
academy,  and  ‘‘to  report  to  the  secretary  of  war,  for 
the  iuformation  of  congress  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  succeeding  session,  the  actual  stale  of 
the  discipline,  instruction,  police,  administration, 
fiscal  affairs,  and  other  concerns  of  the  institution.” 
Avoiding,  therefore,  any  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  original  estab- 
lishment or  continuance  of  the  institution — points 
upon  which  there  may  not  be  entire  unanimity — the 
board  have  confined  their  report  to  such  subjects 
only  as  are  specifically  submitted  to  them  by  the 
law  under  which  they  have  been  convened.  They 
have  also,  for  the  same  reason,  felt  bound  to  abstain 
from  many  recommendations  which  might  otherwise 
seem  appropriate. 

That  the  secretary  of  war  may  be  fully  informed 
of  the  action  of  the  board,  they  refer  him  to  the  ac- 
companying eopy  of  their  proceedii.gs.  From  this 
it  will  be  perceived  that  do  pains  were  spared  in 
their  efibrts  to  possess  themselves  of  all  the  infor- 
mation which  could  be  obtained  at  the  academy. — 
It  IS  due  to  the  superintendent,  officers,  and  profes- 
sors, to  say  that  they  offered  every  facility  in  aid  of 
the  investigations  of  the  board.  This  will  appear 
from  the  accompanying  series  of  communications 
marked  from  A to  G,  inclusive.  In  order  to  make 
a more  minute  examination  into  the  various  subjects 
to  which  attention  was  directed  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress already  cited,  it  will  be  seen  that  appropriate 
coinmiltees  weie  appointed,  whose  several  reports, 
as  adopted  by  the  board,  constitute  the  body  of  the 
general  report  now  submitted.  It  is  also  proper  to 
lemark,  that  most  of  the  facts  detailed  upon  the  re- 
spective subjects  presented,  fell  under  the  actual 
observation  of  every  member  of  the  board;  a cir- 
cumstance which  enabled  the  members  the  more 
cordially  to  concur  in  the  general  features  of  the 
main  report.  This  they  now  .proceed  to  submit,  under 
the  several  heads  of  “the  discipline,”  “instructions,” 
“police,  administration,  and  fiscal  affairs,”  together 
with  additional  general  remarks. 

Of  the  Discipline. 

The  board  have  carefully  examined  into  the  man- 
ner 111  which  the  regulations  are  executed,  and  dis- 
cipline and  subordination  maintained.  The  govern- 
ment of  so  large  a number  of  young  men  as  are  em- 
bodied here  is  necessarily  difficult,  and  complete  sub- 
ordination not  easily  attained;  but  the  means  adopted 
for  maintaining  the  due  observance  of  the  prescribed 
regulations  of  the  academy  seem  to  be  well  devised 
and  discreetly  directed. 

The  system  of  discipline  in  force  is  that  establish- 
ed 1839,  with  occasional  amendments.  The  board 
18  unable  to  specify  in  what  respect,  if  any,  these  re- 
gulations may  be  detective,  because  long  observation 
in  the  practical  operation  of  rules  can  atone  warrant 
a judgment  o5  their  value.  But  an  experience  of 
nearly  ten  years  must  have  lurnished  to  those  who 
are  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  institution 
material  lor  confirming  or  correcting  the  details  of 
the  system;  and,  if  any  revision  be  advisable,  they 
will  be  best  able  to  determine.  It  is  understood  that 
such  a revision  is  contemplated. 


Much  after  all,  must  depend  upon  the  intelligence 
and  justice  of  the  officers  to  whom  the  disciplioe  of 
the  academy  is  confided.  These  are,  the  superin- 
tendent and  the  commandant  of  cadets;  and  it  gives 
us  pleasure  to  say  that,  so  far  as  we  are  capable  of 
judging,  the  best  dispositions  and  the  most  intelli- 
gent attention,  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
functions,  may  be  justly  awarded  to  them.  It  seems 
to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  officers  connected  with 
the  academy  that,  although  due  subordination  and 
discipline  are  imperiously  necessary  to  the  moral 
good  and  military  improvement  of  the  cadets,  they 
are  yet  associates  in  service.  Discipline  is  thus  tem- 
pered with  respect,  and  the  rigidity  of  authority  mo- 
derated by  the  sympathy  of  class. 

On  Instruction. 

The  system  of  instruction  now  pursued  at  the  aca- 
demy, is  the  result  of  experience,  aided  by  the  in- 
creasing light  of  science,  and  a knowledge  of  the 
wants,  as  well  as  of  the  resources  of  the  country. 

The  board  are  satisfied  that  the  character  of  the 
instruction  imparted  to  the  cadets  rightfully  accords 
with  the  design  and  objects  of  the  academy.  The 
professors  seem  to  have  labored  with  ability  and  suc- 
cess, and  to  have  infused  their  own  zeal  into  the 
breasts  of  their  pupils. 

The  examination  was  at  times  carried  on  by  the 
professors,  or  their  assistants,  and  at  times  taken 
under  the  control  of  the  board  itself.  In  some' in- 
stances, the  professor  announced  the  question,  and 
the  board  selected  the  individual  cadet  who  should 
solve  it;  and,  in  some  instances,  a question  proposed 
to  one  cadet  was,  by  direction  of  the  board,  given  to 
another  for  solution.  Questions,  also,  of  important 
practical  bearing,  and  relating  to  subjects  not  re- 
cently reviewed,  were  freely  proposed,  and,  in  most 
instances,  readily  answered.  In  fact,  every  variety 
of  method  was  put  into  operation  to  lest  the  fidelity 
of  the  teachers  and  the  ability  and  acquirements  of 
the  pupils. 

The  different  branches  of  knowledge  to  which  the 
mental  energy  of  the  cadet  is  directed  during  bis 
term  at  the  military  academy  may  be  classed  under 
some  one  of  the  three  following  heads:  1st,  military 
instructions;  3d,  mathematical  and  scientific  instruc- 
tions; 3d,  moral  science,  literature,  &c. 

1st.  Military  Instruction: 

After  a close  attendance  on  the  examinations,  and 
witnessing  the  manoeuvres  of  the  cadets  in  the  field, 
as  a battalion  of  infantry,  as  a corps  of  cavalry,  as 
a company  of  light  artillery,  as  well  as  in  other 
military  exercises,  the  board  cannot  refrain  frcia 
saying  that  the  knowledge  acquired  by  the  cadets, 
both  theoretically  and  practically,  of  this  branch  of 
their  education,  far  surpassed  expectation.  Great 
care  appears  to  have  been  taken  to  make  this  part  of 
the  course  ihcrougly  scientific;  and  in  all  cases,  wbero 
the  means  are  possessed,  practical  skill  seems  to 
have  kept  even  pace  with  science. 

There  are,  however,  some  branches  of  military 
science,  the  theory  of  which  seems  to  be  both  well 
taught  and  well  understood,  in  which  the  cadet  has 
few,  if  any,  opportunities  of  acquiring  practical 
skill.  The  board  may  cite  military  engineering  as 
an  instance.  Yet,  if  the  cadet  be  well  instructed 
in  the  rules  of  engineering,  and  have  a proper  re- 
gard for  his  profession,  he  will,  after  his  connexion 
with  the  academy  has  ceased,  readily  acquire  the 
practical  application  of  his  scientific  attainments. 

There  is  one  case  in  which  it  might  be  well  to  in- 
quire whether  the  means  forsecuring  practical  know- 
ledge might  not  be  advantageously  increased.  The 
number  of  horses  at  the  post  is  small,  and  does  not 
permit  the  use  of  a full  harnessed  battery,  nor  of 
one  entire  company  of  cavalry.  This  is  obviously  a 
defect.  The  room  appropriated  as  a riding  school 
18  both  inconvenient  and  dangerous,  being  of  an  im- 
proper shape,  and  the  area,  used  for  equitation,  bi- 
ing  too  much  broken  up  by  columns  supporting  the 
building.  A house  constructed  specially  lorpraclis- 
ing  the  art  of  horsemanship,  now  considered  indis- 
pensable to  the  well  educated  officer,  would  contri- 
bute much  to  the  advantage  of  the  cadets. 

2d.  Mathematical  and  scientific  instructions: 

The  examination  of  the  cadets  was  spread  over  a 
wide  field  of  mathematical  and  philosophical  science, 
theoretical  and  practical. 

There  were,  of  course,  differences  in  the  acquire- 
ments of  the  dillerent  members  of  the  same  class; 
which  difference,  the  board  believe,  may  be  attribut- 
ed, not  only  to  difference  of  native  talent,  and  to  dif- 
fering degrees  of  application,  but  to  a difference 
in  early  eiJucalion.  A want  of  proper  preparation 
before  entering  upon  the  studies  of  the  academy 
must  be  fell  by  the  cadet  during  his  whole  course. — 
The  board  believe  that  due  allo«ance  should  bo 
made,  in  this  respect,  in  estimating  the  comparative 
sianuing  of  an  entire  class,  as  well  as  of  the  indivi- 
duals of  a class. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  3,  1847— MILITARY  ACADEMY. 


285 


T'.  c U 'l'.  o'"  st  id*  I'i  q litif  exteno'ive,  an  I no  i 
student  ran  allain  to  full  sul^ce^s  in  the  mastery  of  it  ) 
but  by  severe  and  constant  ed'urt.  Sii  h appears  to 
have  been  put  forth  by  the  majority  of  the  cadets. — 
The  capability  of  the  teacher  shows  itself  in  the  con 
dition  of  the  less  talented,  rather  than  in  the  acquire- 
ments of  the  greater  intellect.  The  latter  need  but 
little  aid;  the  former  must  be  guided  and  encouraged; 
and  It  is  in  such  instances,  among  the  cadets,  that 
the  fidelity  and  skill  of  the  academic  board  is  most 
conspicuous.  Whether  questioned  in  or  cut  of  the 
direct  range  of  their  immediate  studies,  the  cadets 
sustained  themselves  with  ability. 

Taking  a retrospect,  then,  of  their  appearance  in 
the  several  departments  of  learning  in  which  they 
were  presented  for  examination,  the  board  are  hap- 
py in  being  able  to  slate  that  they  are  satisfied  that 
the  several  branches  of  science  prescribed  in  the 
academic  course  have  been  faithfully  studied,  and 
skilfullv  taught;  and  that  the  academy  has  well  sus- 
taiuad  the  high  reputation  which  has  always  been 
ceoceded  to  it. 

3d.  Moral  science,  liltralure,  &cc. 

Under  this  head  are  included  the  more  common 
studies  of  grammar,  geograpliy,  logic,  rhetoric,  mo- 
ral pnilosophy,  and  kindred  branches.  Were  it  con- 
sistent witn  the  other  and  varied  pursuits  of  the 
academy,  it  would  be  well  if  to  these  were  added  a 
judicious  abridged  system  of  the  rules  of  evidence 
in  relation  to  courts  martial.  Yet  that  it  is  manifest 
that  so  much  time  is  necessary  to  make  sound  scho- 
lars, in  all  that  pertains  to  the  special  duties  of  mi- 
litary life,  that  many  branches,  in  what  may  be  de- 
Domina'ed  the  literary  department  ol  the  academy, 
canuot  receive  a proportionate  degree  of  atten- 
tion. Considering  the  state  of  preparation  in  which 
many  of  the  new  cadets  are  found,  this  is  to  be 
regretted.  But  the  board  do  not  attempt  to  pre- 
scribe for  this  defect,  in  view  of  existing  circum- 
stances; and  leave  the  subject  by  commending  it  to 
the  attention  of  those  who  have  the  power  to  provide 
a remedy. 

Police, 

The  subject  of  police  and  administration  has  been 
so  fully  considered  in  former  reports  that  but  little 
remains  to  be  marked  upon  it  by  your  board. 

In  accordance  with  the  existing  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  institution,  great  care  is  taken  to  avoid 
all  the  evil  infiuenccs  of  improper  associations.  No 
cadet  is  permuted  to  visit  the  hotel,  or  elsewhere, 
or  to  receive  the  visits  of  strangers,  without  per- 
mission from  the  superintendent  or  commandant, 
and,  during  the  hour  alluUed  to  study,  none  are 
permiited  to  intrude  upon  them.  Great  care  is 
taken  to  protect  their  morals  and  guard  their 
health.  The  use  of  all  intoxicating  drinks  is  strict- 
ly prohibited. 

The  chapel  of  the  institution  is  open  for  the  cadets 
on  Sunday.  They  are  required  to  attend  its  services, 
and  the  ministrations  of  religion  are  regularly  con- 
ducted by  their  chaplain. 

The  medical  faculty  consists  of  a surgeon  and  as- 
iislant  surgeon.  The  hospital  arrangements  are 
good,  and  the  wards  clean  nnd  well  veiiiilaled;  but 
tlie  building  is  entirely  destitute  of  the  requisite  sup- 
ply of  water.  There  are  six  rooms  appropriated  to 
the  accommodation  of  the  sick;  in  each  of  which 
provision  is  made  for  the  lodging  of  two  patients. — 
The  usual  number  of  persons  at  the  post  entitled  to 
admission  into  the  hospital  is  about  240.  There  is  no 
bospiiai  provided  for  the  enlisted  soldiers  and  em- 
ployees of  the  post,  nor  is  there  room  in  the  hospital 
building  for  iheir  accommodation. 

The  board  subjoin  a report  prepared  by  the  sur- 
geon of  the  post,  at  their  instance,  which  exhibits 
an  interesting  view  of  the  medical  statistics  of 
West  Point,  for  a period  of  ten  years  preceding  this 

date. 

0/  Ihe  fiscal  affairs. 

The  next  subject  that  demanded  the  attention  of 
the  board  is  that  of  “fiscal  affairs.’’ 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  8th 
of  August,  1846,  for  the  support  of  the  military  aca- 
demy for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
1847,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars.  Of  this  sum, 
eight-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  dol- 
lars have  been  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
paymaster  general  of  the  army  of  ttie  United  States, 
and  the  vuudiers  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  that  officer,  as  we  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  they 
• re  not  kept  at  any  of  the  offices  at  the  academy. — 
The  items  of  appropriation  which  make  up  this  sum 
are — 1st,  seventy  six  thousand  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars for  pay  of  officers,  instructors,  cadets,  and  mu 
sicians;  2d,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars  for  cominuta  ion  of  subsistence;  3d,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  for  commutation 
pf  forage  for  oncers’  horsesj  and  4th,  four  hun- 


dred and  twenty  dollars  for  clothing  for  officers’ ser 
vaiits. 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  repairs 
and  improvements,  fuel,  and  apparatus,  forage  for 
public  horses  and  oxen,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  were  re- 
ceived by,  and  have  been  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of.  Captain  Henry  Brewerton,  superintendent 
of  the  academy  and  captain  of  engineers.  In  addi 
tion  to  this  sum,  there  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
superintendent,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  (June 
30)  1346,  $5  347  52;  and  he  has  received  from  other 
sources,  $508  79;  making  an  aggregate  available 
fund  in  his  hands,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1847,  of  $25,856  31;  of  which  he  had  paid  out  on 
the  10th  instant  $22,880  65.  leaving  a balance  in  his 
hands,  on  that  day,  of  $2,975  66,  against  debts  due 
and  unpaid  of  $1,980  55 — exhibiting  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $995  14,  as  will  be  fully  shown  by  state- 
ment annexed,  marked  A. 

The  board  have  made  a personal  inspection  of 
the  accounts  and  receipts,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
purchases  have  been  made  with  a just  regard  to 
economy,  and  that  the  fund  has  been  judiciously  ex- 
pended. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  system  of 
bookkeeping  of  this  department  is  such  that  errors 
may  be  readily  detected,  and  the  actual  financial  con- 
dition of  the  institution  easily  ascertained.  The 
manner  of  keeping  the  cadets’ accounts  excites  the 
special  commendation  of  the  board. 

The  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated by  the  above  mentioned  act  of  August  8, 
1846,  for  completing  barracks  for  cadets.  Capt. 
Fred.  A.  Smith  superintends  the  erection  of  the  build 
ing,  and  the  money  has  been  expended  under  his  di 
reclion.  The  board  submit  an  exhibit  of  the  funds 
on  hand,  and  the  amount  paid  for  the  year  whi;h 
will  end  June  30,  1847,  marked  B. 

The  board  inspected  the  accounts  and  vouchers 
of  Captain  Smith,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the 
opinion  that  his  purchases  have  been  made  on  the 
best  terms  possible,  and  that  his  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  with  strict  regard  to  the  public  interest. 
The  above  investigations  were  greatly  facilitated  by 
tbe  business  like  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  and 
the  readiness  with  which  all  the  books  and  papers 
were  opened  to  the  inspection  of  the  board. 

The  “cadet  barracks”  are  to  consist,  when  com- 
pleted, of  a body  340  feet  8 inches  long,  and  a wing 
of  102  feel  8 inches  in  length,  on  a depth  of  49  feet 
4 inches.  It  is  fire  proof ; the  partitions  being  all  of 
stone  and  brick,  and  the  lloors  composed  of  a series 
-of  brick  arches.  It  is  to  contain  122  rooms  for  cadets, 
besides  rooms  for  officers,  for  the  guard,  offices,  ar- 
mories, stores,  coal,  baths,  &,c. 

Of  the  wing,  102  feet  8 inches  in  length,  and  the 
portion  of  the  main  body  west  of  the  entrance,  158 
feet  4 inches  in  length,  the  masonry  is  finished,  and 
the  roof  on.  It  has  still  to  be  provided  with  stairs 
and  wooden  floors,  to  be  plastered,  receive  its  doors 
and  windows,  and  be  finished  generally  inside,  and 
have  a piazza  constructed  on  the  rear  outside. 

Of  the  main  body  east  of  the  entrance,  only  a small 
pari  of  the  foundation  of  the  walls  is  laid.  The  es- 
timated cost  of  this  part  is  $76,8UU. 

The  board  submit  a general  fiscal  statement  of 
funds  appropriated,  and  estimates  for  the  whole 

building: 

Appropriated  prior  to  June  30th,  1646,  $60,000 

Do.  for  year  ending  June  3Uth,  1847  15,000 

Do.  foryear  ending  June  30th,  1848  15,000 

Estimated  cost  of  finishing  part  west  of  the 

mam  entrance  20,000 

Estimated  cost  of  finisliing  part  east  of  the 
mam  entrance  79  800 

Estimated  total  cost  of  building  (exclusive 
of  outbuildings)  $186,800 

It  will  be  observed  that  twenty  thousand  dollars 
are  required  (in  addition  to  appropriations  already 
made)  to  complete  that  part  of  the  barracks  now 
erected  and  enclosed,  and  ninety-six  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars  to  complete  the  enure  building  ac- 
cording to  the  original  design;  and  if  we  include  ne- 
cessary outbuildings,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
will  be  necessary. 

And,  while  on  this  subject,  the  board  beg  leave  to 
say,  that,  having  visited  the  present  quarters  of  the 
cadets,  and  aiso  the  new  barracks  now  being  put  up, 
a favorable  opportunity  was  afforded  for  contrasting 
their  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  study,  discipline, 
and  the  personal  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
cadets.  The  old  barracks  are  badly  veulilaled,  tlie 
rooms  are  generally  small  and  ill  uonstrucled,  and 
are  much  dilapidated,  and  at  iiost  unfit  fur  use. — 
Tbe  new  building  is  well  planned  fur  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  designed,  and  its  speedy  com- 
pletion is  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  ttie  in- 
atitulioDS. 


Varimis  funds  have  be  n created,  and  are  under 
the  control  of  Ihe  iiislilulion.  For  specific  inforina- 
lion  touching  their  nature  and  condition,  we  refer  to 
statement  and  explanation  marked  C. 

A slalemenl  of  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
all  officers,  professors,  and  cadets,  together  with  all 
the  employees  connected  with  the  military  academy, 
is  hereunto  appended,  marked  D.  In  view  of  the 
facts  therein  contained,  it  is  respectfully  submitted 
whether  compensation  ouglil  not  so  to  be  graduated 
as  to  make  it  more  proportionate  to  the  services  ren- 
dered. 

General  remarks. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  two  interesting  tables, 
marked  F and  G,  showing  the  number  of  cadets  re- 
ceived and  graduated  at  the  academy;  one,  arranged 
in  the  order  of  their  respective  stales,  from  its  in- 
stitution to  the  year  1846,  inclusive,  and  the  num- 
ber of  those  graduates  now  serving  in  the  regular 
array  of  tbe  United  States;  and  the  other  contaio- 
ing  a list  of  officers  commandiag  volunteers  in  the 
present  war  with  Mexico,  as  far  as  known  to  the 
superintendent. 

There  are  other  communieatitns  appended,  refer- 
ring to  various  subjects  and  wants  of  iraporlance  to 
the  academy,  to  which  attention  is  invited. 

The  board  cannot  close  this  report  without  ad- 
verting to  the  obvious  physical  training  which  the 
appearance  of  the  cadets  proves  them  to  have  re- 
ceived at  this  institution.  In  an  equal  number  of 
youths,  without  selection,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  so  general  appearance  of  robust  health  and  per- 
fect physical  development.  This,  doubtless,  may  be 
attributed,  in  a great  degree,  to  an  absence  of  the 
local  causes  of  disease  in  the  vicinity  of  the  acade- 
my, and  to  the  fact  that  any  obvious  want  of  general 
health,  height,  or  size,  furnishes  a reason  for  reject- 
ing an  applicant  for  admission  into  the  institution; 
but  much  more  is  to  be  attributed  to  that  course  of 
regular  and  somewhat  severe  exercise  and  physical 
training  to  which  the  c.adet  is  subjected  from  the  day 
he  enters  the  instilutiou. 

For  all  the  pu''poses  of  military  service,  whether 
in  enduring  the  tiardships  and  fatigues  of  the  camp, 
or  ill  encountering  an  enemy  in  the  field,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  belter  preparation  is  required  than  the 
every  day  laborious  discipline  enforced  on  the  ca- 
det, without  favor  or  relaxation,  during  his  entire 
academic  term.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

II.  A.  HARALSON,  of  Georgia,  President. 

HENRY  K.  OLIVER,  ol  Massachusetts, 

Secretary  of  the  Board. 

A.  G.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi. 

SAMUEL  WELLS,  of  Maine. 

ROBERT  J.  FISHER,  of  Pennsylvania, 

JULIUS  GATLIN,  of  Connecticut. 

THOS.  M.  DRAKE,  of  Ohio. 

EDW.  LLOYD,  of  Maryland. 

D.  L.  YULEE,  of  Florida. 

DIXON  H.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama. 

Hon.  Wm  L Marct,  Secretary  of  War. 

MR.  MANFIELD’s  address. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  furnishes  the 
following  as  a very  brief  outline  of  Mr.  Maricfield’s 
remarks: 

Alter  a brief  and  happy  reference  to  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  individual  life  and  society, 
since  the  period  wlien  he  was  connected  as  a cadet 
with  the  academy,  Mr.  Mansfield  reierred  to  the  last 
message  ol  Washington  lor  a definition  of  ihe  objects 
of  Ibis  iDStitulion.  In  the  passage  relating  to  that 
subject  he  lound,  1st,  a statement  of  the  necessity  of 
preserving  and  diffusing  the  military  art;  and  2d,  a 
slalemenl  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  and  difliising 
science  as  essential  to  that  end.  In  the  order  ol  in- 
sirueiiun,  science,  of  course,  must  be  cultivated  first, 
and  its  pri.  ciples  and  rules  then  applied  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Ihe  art.  The  cullivaliun  of  science  has  Deen 
made  an  original  and  legal  duly  of  Uie  academy  ; and 
the  discharge  of  this  duly  belongs  legitimately  to  ihe 
government  of  a nation,  as  a neuissaiy  means  of  na- 
liuiial  defence  ill  the  pieseni  age.  It  is  intellect 
which  gives  success  to  an  army,  sueiiglh  to  a naliua 
and  perpetuity  to  a goveinmtni,  and  American  iniud, 
by  I ace,  by  climate,  influences,  by  past  achieveiiientg 
and  by  social  organizaiion  nut  luleriur  to  any  oilier, 
has  a right  to  be  represented  in  llie  assemblies  of 
nations.  External  action  is  but  the  skeleton  of  the 
social  structure,  ll  was  not  simply  iViiUiaOes  and 
his  10,000  Greeks  that  turned  back  the  avalaiictie  of 
Asia  on  the  plains  of  Marathon;  it  was  that  intellec- 
tual superiority  which  creates  a sublime  confidence 
in  itie  heart  of  its  possessor; — it  was  the  science 
taught  in  the  schools  of  Greece.  What  is  it  that 
has.  III  tills  age  of  the  world,  emerged  Iruni  an  island 
of  the  ocean,  covered  this  great  continent  wall  arts 
and  laws,  and  now  governs  a majority  of  tlie  human 
race’  It  is  that  high  power  of  apirii  which  moves, 
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like  the  hand  of  creation  over  their  vvaters  of  Chaos, 
and  moulds  the  elenaenls  of  a nation  into  form  and 
growth  and  greatness.  Our  government  has  recog- 
nized tlie  necessity  of  deveinping  this  spirit  by  pub 
lie  institutions  and  of  adapting  scientific  instruction 
to  its  higher  developemenls. 

W hat,  it  may  next  be  asked,  has  been  the  influence 
of  science,  .so  taught  in  this  institution,  upon  the 
American  mind.’  It  may  be  traced  in  three  different 
modes:  1st,  in  the  direct  ii  fluence  of  scietilifie  -tu- 
dies  upon  the  mind  of  an  individual  student;  2nd,  in 
the  direct  personal  influen'-e  of  that  student  in  socie 
ty;  and  3d,  in  the  indirect  influence  of  the  institution, 
diHused  by  llie  example  of  its  high  studies,  by  the 
reputation  of  its  luemhers,  and  by  the  instructions 
conferred  hy  it  upon  society. 

3'he  d'lrtcl  infiueiwe  of  the  studies  pursued  in  the 
instituUoii  upon  the  mind  of  the  student  is  greatly  un- 
dervalued, because  the  jealousy  of  mankind  consi 
der  It  the  property  of  one  and  not  of  many.  But 
there  could  be  no  greater  mis'ake.  I'he  revelations 
of  Heaven  have  always  been  made  to  single  minds, 
and  tiave  been  from  tlience  transniiUed  to  others. — 
So  witli  the  revelations  of  science.  If  in  such  con- 
templations as  ttiose  of  tlie  loftiest  science,  a single 
mind  is  lifted  up  and  gifted  with  sublime  powers,  it 
IS  also  true  that  the  whole  nation  is  elevated  and 
sublimed.  A gifted  and  cultivated  individual  is  the 
properly  of  his  nation,  constituting  one  of  the  prime 
elements  of  its  greatnes-,  glory  and  strength.  Nations 
recognize  this  tact  in  all  iht  ir  estimates  of  national 
greainess,  (or  they  point  to  their  men  of  knowledge, 
o(  cullivalioii  and  of  many  gills,  as  Itie  living  eviden 
ces,  the  i tcoroed  deeds  of  their  title  to  greatness  and 
to  fame.  It  is  by  individual  minds,  luminous  with 
know  ledge  and  salient  vvitli  energies,  that  nations  are 
known,  ccmparel,  estimated  and  judged.  It  is, 
moreover,  impossible  that  men  stiouid  receive  and 
never  communicate  knowledge.  Man  is  a social  be- 
ing and  in  a thousand  ways,  more  or  less  distinct  and 
perceplilde,  he  w ill  communicate  to  the  mass  around 
him  the  knowledge  he  h.ns  acquired.  Long  as  the 
social  principle  shall  exist  m the  human  heart,  will 
the  masses  ul  the  people  coiiiinue  to  be  moved,  a.id 
eiirictii-d  by  tlie  intellectual  power  and  learning  of 
individuals.  Nations  are  e^llmated  by  their  educat- 
ed men:  and  by  the  laws  of  liu  nan  nature,  wliat  is 
given  to  one  is  communicated  to  many:  so  that,  like 
commercial  capital  well  invested,  this  investment  in 
learning,  gives  out  its  annual  income  of  light  and 
knowledge  and  glory  to  the  people. 

The  it. direct  influence  ol  the  graduates  of  this  aca- 
demy, in  the  various  duties,  business  and  stations  of 
lile,  cannot  be  exactly  estimated;  but  an  observer  of 
society  can  as  readily  see  it  as  lie  can  any  of  the  re- 
cognized facts  of  the  social  coiislitutioii.  Go  where 
we  will  within  the  bounds  of  this  republic,  or  even 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  we  find  the  pupils  of  this 
institution  taking  rank  in  civil  life  wilti  the  highest, 
filling  the  most  important  posts,  giving  forth  to  oth- 
ers the  instructions  they  have  received,  and  present- 
ing salient  and  olten  brilliant  projections  from  the 
surface  of  society.  Of  about  400  cadets  of  the  aca- 
demy wlio  have  been  at  some  time  in  civil  life,  three 
have  been  presidents  of  colleges,  twenty  professors  in 
colleges,  one  governor  of  a state,  one  loreign  minis- 
ter, several  members  of  congress  and  of  the  legisla- 
tures. two  bishops  of  the  Episcopal  church,  six  cler- 
gymen, many  civil  engineers,  and  many  in  other  pro 
lessions.  Of  tliese  it  may  easily  be  proved  that  those 
w ho  are  living  hold  positions  of  character  and  influ- 
ence fully  equal  to  those  held  by  an  equal  number  of 
the  graduates  of  colleges,  while  in  scientific  attain- 
ments they  are  tar  superior.  One  is  now  directing 
the  greatest  public  work  of  Europe,  one  bas  founded 
in  America,  by  private  enterprise,  the  first  real  ob- 
servatory in  our  country;  some  are  distinguished  geo- 
logists; some  have  adoined  the  pulpit  and  the  bar; 
ail'd  some  have  taken  pari  in  the  social  and  political 
discussions  of  the  limes.  In  these  various  forms,  the 
members  of  this  academy  have  mingled  with  the 
people,  have  diffused  the  knowledge  they  have  gam- 
ed and  exercised  an  influence  over  the  public  mind 
far  greater  Uian  that  which  is  simply  proportion- 
ed to  their  numbers  or  ibeir  stations.  VViUi  few 
and  distant  exceptions,  it  cannot  fairly  be  charged 
upon  Umm  that  they  tiave  liidden  llieir  talents  in 
a II  pUiii,  or  ihal  lliey  have  cea.ved  to  exert  them- 
selves lor  the  best  and  the  noblest  interests  of  their 
country. 

q tie  last  method  in  which  the  scientific  instruc- 
tions ol  the  acadimy  have  been  beneficial  to  the  na- 
tion, is  by  the  indirect  influence  of  its  example: — and 
tins 'is  lelt  by  means  ol  Uie  liigh  standard  lo  which 
it  has  raised  scientific  studies.  'I'he  entire  plallorm 
ol  know  ledge  in  our  country  has  been  raised  up  lo  a 
much  i.iglier  level  by  the  poweriul  example  of  im- 
proved melliods  and  higher  standards  of  insiruclion 
adopted  here.  '1  lie  superior  scientific  kiio.,  ledge 
avquirvd  by  the  graduates  of  this  academy  has  been 


so  apparent,  and  so  practical  in  the  business  of  life, 
lhat  Ihe  learned  institutions  of  the  country  felt  com- 
pelled lo  attain  the  .same  level;  and  thus  what  was 
once  peculiar  to  the  academy,  became  in  some  mea- 
sure common  to  the  whole  country. 

The  second  great  object  of  the  academy  is  the 
teaching  and  diffusion  of  the  military  art;  and  this 
art  may  be  defined  as  a combination  of  all  practical 
sciences  lo  increase  and  maintain  human  power  in 
movement.  No  one  of  the  sciences  can  be  excluded 
from  the  vvide  field  of  military  strategy.  Neither 
chemistry,  nor  architecture,  nor  surgery,  nor  polili 
cal  economy  can  be  set  aside.  War  cannot  there- 
fore be  carried  on  successfully,  unless  the  nation  has 
officers  at  the  head  of  Ihe  various  arms  of  service, 
who  are  at  least  as  well  acquainted  as  their  oppo- 
nents with  all  the  known  physical  sciences.  If  they 
are  not,  the  contest,  in  spile  of  all  natural  advantag- 
es, is  unequal  Suppose  the  most  numerous  civilized 
natior.  were  to  contend  with  another  of  one-fourth 
of  ils  numbers:  but  lhat  the  former  had  not  the 
kn' wiedge  of  gunpo w der:  of  what  avail  would  be 
courage,  or  numliers  or  position.’  Ttiey  must  be  in- 
evitably overvv  lielnied  by  the  single  power  of  a sin- 
gle art.  Suppose  a great  nation,  whose  country  is 
traversed  by  rivers  and  b.iys  lo  be  unacquainted  with 
the  recently  invented  art  of  steam  machinery:  how 
long  would  it  take  for  a nation  armed  with  a power- 
ful steam  marine,  lo  overcome  it’  Or  suppose  lhat, 
in  future  lime,  the  newly  developed  elements  of 
electro  magnetism,  should  he  successfully  converted 
into  the  niolives  of  machinery : must  we  not  have 
i'.’  Will  it  not  eorislilule  a new  weapon  in  the  art 
of  wai? 

The  great  controlling  minds,  in  war  as  well  as 
peace,  have  always  been  the  educated  and  cultivat- 
ed minds.  The  art  of  war  is  Uie  representative  of 
the  sciences,  as  may  be  abundantly  shown  by  re 
viewing  the  history  of  the  various  nations  of  the 
earth.  Alexander  and  Hannibal,  Julius  Caesar  and 
Napoleon,  were  the  most  accomplished  and  most 
thoroughly  educated  men  of  iheir  limes;  and  Uie 
army  of  France  derived  ils  transcendent  superiority 
over  other  powers,  simply  from  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  art.  All  history  proves  lhat  the  nation 
which  would  be  great  in  arms,  must  also  be  great  in 
knowledge. 

In  the  war  of  the  revolution  the  want  of  military 
science  was  severely  felt.  For  officers  of  engineers, 
and  aitillery  ami  even  for  infantry  taciicians,  we 
were  dependent  al  jiost  wholly  upon  Europe,  And 
it  may  be  affirmed,  as  a historical  fact,  that  some  u! 
those  officers  cost  the  country  more  money,  than  any 
oftheuffieers  educated  at  tliis  academy,  education 
included,  have  ever  cost.  The  difficulties  to  which 
their  employment  gave  rise,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  absolutely  necessary  lo  the  instructian  of  the 
army,  induced  the  clear  and  strong  recommendation 
of  a mililai'y  academy  in  Washington’s  last  and  most 
important  address  to  congress.  Tlie  intention  of  the 
government  lo  cuiiivale  in  this  institution  the  milita- 
ry art,  was  but  partially  carried  out  prior  lo  the  war 
of  1812.  The  number  of  pupils  and  the  means  of 
instruction  were  but  small.  The  occurrence  of  that 
event  exhibited  lo  all  intelligent  minds  that  the  mili- 
tary science  of  the  country  was  totally  inadequate  lo 
a large  army  and  an  extensive  war.  l^he  law  which 
created  the  academy  what  it  is,  was  one  of  the  war 
measures  of  1811.  Bui  it  was  not  the  inlenliuii  of 
the  men  of  that  day  simply  to  supply  the  wants  ofan 
existing  army.  They  intended  that  when  the  pupils 
of  this  academy  cliose  to  go  into  civil  life,  they 
shou'd  go  to  diffuse  among  the  people  the  art  and 
the  science  they  had  acquired.  'Fhey  intended  lhat 
some  should  become  officers  of  the  militia,  others 
commanders  of  volunteers,  others  teachers  of  the 
sciences,  and  others  seive  in  applying  those  sciences 
lo  the  important  and  grow  ing  arts  of  the  country. 

We  have  seen  how  the  eteves  of  the  academy  have 
performed  iheir  part  in  civil  life.  Service  in  the 
army  was  the  specific,  though  not  the  only  duty,  pre- 
scribed lo  its  students.  Ho.v  has  that  service  been 
performed.’  Has  Uie  army  gone  backwards  in  its 
morals.  Its  energy  or  ils  iliscipllnt?  Jl  battles  have 
been  fqughi,  have  they  been  lost,  or  the  victory  di- 
minished, by  anyihiiig  done  here?  If  uiood  has  flown 
in  the  moilal  conflicls  ul  war,  has  there  been  no 
blood,  once  flouiiig  waiinly  through  hearts  once 
beating  quickly  wilti  ardent  tiopes  upon  this  verdant 
plain,  vvliicti  tias  early  and  untimely  moistened  the 
soil  ol  other  aiid  of  distant  Ian  .t?  The  history  of  Uie 
army  and  ol  tlm  country  shows,  that  in  all  Uieso  re- 
spects the  academy  has  dune  all,  and  more  ttian  all, 
Uie 'most  ardetil  Could  tiave  anticipated.  I'liere  have 
been  about  eij-hi  hundred  inembers  ol  the  academy 
who  liave  been  in  actual  serv ice  mure  than  one  year. 
Ol  thae  five  liave  ciiher  been  killed,  or  have  died  in 
war,  aiiu  one  hundred  and  seventy  have  died  in  ser- 
vice. It  lolluvvs  mat  one  in  sixteen  of  the  whole 
number  have  hem  killed,  and  one  in /o«r  have  died 


in  the  service  of  their  country.  Is  it  asked  what 
kind  of  service  they  have  rendered?  what  is  there,  ft 
may  be  asked  in  reply,  in  the  military  art,  what  in- 
formation, what  in  strategy,  what  in  the  actual  drill 
of  the  field,  what  in  engineering,  what  in  topography, 
what  in  battles  fought  or  victories  won,  which  has 
not  in  Its  full  measure  been  rendeied  to  the  army  by 
the  officers  educated  here?  Details  of  proof  are 
unnecessary,  for  it  is  not  possible  to  differ  in  opinion 
upon  facts  which  arc  as  notorious  as  the  light  of  day, 
upon  actions  which  shine  out  in  our  national  history 
— upon  characters  which  have  become  the  property 
of  fame — upon  the  memories  of  the  dead  which  have 
become  the  glory  of  the  living. 

One.  illustration,  the  most  Irnown,  the  most  recent 
and  the  fairest,  may  be  found  in  the  campaign  of 
Mexico.  The  war  has  been  conducted  on  an  exten- 
sive scale.  Large  armies  have  been  collected.  Im- 
portant battles  hive  been  fought,  cities  have  been 
taken,  and  long  lines  of  operations  sustained  and  car- 
ried out  at  great  distances  from  the  base  of  supply. 
On  what  did  these  results  and  operations  depend? — 
The  official  history  of  the  war  proves, — 1st,  that  in 
the  entire  campaign  on  the  Rio  Grande,  the  artille- 
ry service  was  brilliantly  performed,  and  that  frojii 
necessity,  especially  at  Buena  Vista,  more  depended 
upon  it  than  on  any  other.  2. id,  that  in  the  siege  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  in  the  storm  of  Monterey,  this  was 
not  only  true  of  the  artillery,  but  that  the  information 
and  direction  which  determined  these  events,  are 
justly  due  lo  the  engineer  service.  I speak,  said 
Mr.  .Vlansfield,  independently  of  lhat  valor  and  gal- 
lantry which  belonged  to  the  whole  army,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  composition  of  the  troops  whether 
infantry  or  artillery,  regulars  or  volunieers.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  add  that  every  one  of  these  offi- 
cers of  artillery  and  engineers  were  graduates  of  the 
academy. 

Looking  next  lo  the  volunteer  service,  we  find  that 
when  the  war  commenced  the  regular  army  consist- 
ed of  about  9,000  efL-clive  men.  Since  June,  1846, 
there  have  been  mustered  into  service  thirty  regi- 
ments, containing  about  25,000  volunteers.  Of  itia 
officers  of  regulars,  four-fifths  were  graduates  of  the 
academy.  Of  the  officers  of  volunieers,  one  hundred 
were  either  graduates,  or  had  received  part  of  their 
education  here. 

It  thus  appears  as  a recorded  history,  that  among 
volunteers  as  well  as  regulars,  tn  all  conditions,  in  all 
places  and  at  all  tunes,  >his  academy  has  rendered 
back  to  the  country,  by  the  hands  of  ils  pupils,  te.n~ 
fold  what  it  has  received,  in  services  periormed,  in 
reputation  acquired,  in  an  honorable  fame,  in  de- 
fence at  home  and  in  conflicts  abroad. 

Mr.  Mansfield  closed  the  address,  of  'which  the 
above  is  an  inadequate  sketch,  by  noticing  several  of 
those  who  have  fallen  in  battle,  and  by  commending 
to  the  admiration  and  the  emulation  of  those  whom 
he  addressed,  Washington — the  model  hero  of  ail 
modern  limes. 


Whilst  upon  tba  interesting  subject  of  Military 
Education,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  call  attention  to  an 
article  which  is  published  in  a late  number  of  the 
London  Times,  from  which  we  extract  the  following, 
in  relation  to  education  in  the  British  army. 

“If  Uie  soldiers  of  the  British  army  have  a wide 
and  diversified  field  of  duly,  truly  that  of  Iheir  offi- 
cers cannot  bo  circumscribed.  An  English  officer 
has  sometimes  hardly  allained  his  company,  vvtien 
he  has  to  discharge  duties  wliich  demand  a know- 
ledge far  more  varied,  and  a capacity  far  more  apt, 
than  IS  comprised  within  the  routine  of  drill,  dress 
and  parade.  He  is  at  an  outpost  on  the  confines  of 
a large  colony, — his  commanding  officer  is  several 
days’  march  off, — he  has  to  guard  a long  line  of  fron- 
tier,— he  must  be  prepared  lo  advance  or  retreat 
with  expedition,  order  and  safety.  He  must  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  country, 
be  must  carry  on  correspondence  with  native  tribes, 
often  hostile  and  insiuious,  always  suspicious— -he 
must  diplomatize,  conciliate,  dissuade,  and  disarm — 
he  must  adapt  his  men  to  other  exigencies  than 
their  accoutrements  or  Iheir  previous  training  have 
taught  them  lo  confront;  with  a gun  or  two,  he 
must  leach  fusiliers  to  do  the  work  of  arlilierymen, 
or  heavy  dragoons  to  act  as  riffemen.  He  must 
undersiand  tiow  lo  turn  any  advantages  of  position 
to  the  best  account,  and  exhibit  the  movements  of  a 
battalion  willi  a company  or  a troop.  He  must  be 
engineer,  surveyor,  and  commander  at  the  same  mo- 
ment. 

“But  it  is  not  only  on  martial  occasions  that  his 
ingenuity  is  tested  or  his  knowledge  required.  He 
is  liable  to  pci  form  a cerlam  amouiil  ol  duly  in  co- 
lonies dependent  on  the  British  crown  wliereiii  the 
iiihabiianis  are  either  not  at  all,  or  slightly,  connect- 
ed with  England  by  blood;  where,  in  addition  lo 
difference  ol  race,  the  greater  differences  of  tell- 
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gion,  laiiiiuage  and  manners,  di.‘rnic:nish  the  subject 
from  the  ma'Irr  The  rasi  area  of  our  dep'  tnlen 
cies  neceBsaril>  disj-.eises  the  small  army  on  which 
their  defence  rests.  An  English  oiricer,  therefore — 
even  a very  young  officer — is  placed  often  in  rela- 
tions of  delicacy,  always  of  responsibility,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  wfiere  he  is  stationeil. — 
The  religion  which  he  may  look  on  as  idolatry — 
the  customs  which  his  m*-n  may  deride  as  absurd, 
or  the  language  w hii  h they  may  mock  at  as  jargon — 
the  la"S  which  both  he  and  they  most  be  ignorant 
of  at  first — all  these  supply  matter  of  misiinder- 
standing,  quarrels,  and  collision.  'I’o  neutralize  tlie-e 
reqiiius  tact,  lemper,  courtesy, and  firmness.  It  also 
requires  knoiv  ledge  of  the  native  language,  and  of 
the  duties  which  are  expected  from  an  ofiicbr  bearing 
the  cuiiimission  ol  the  English  crown. 

“Now,  how  are  officers  qualified  either  for  these 
civil  and  military  duties?  We  put  out  of  sight  the 
quality  of  courage  amt  couiiesy,  for  we  take  it  for 
granted  tlial  all  our  officers  are  nrave  and  all  gentle- 
men. That  they  should  ever  coininit  themselves  by 
cowardice  in  the  field,  or  by  rude  and  discourteous 
habits  in  society  — t-  at  tliey  should  fly  from  danger, 
or  treat  a subject  people  witb  brutal  i udeiiess  and  in 
boleiit  pride,  are  supposi'.  ions  so  monstrous  that  we 
need  not  car"  to  retiul  llieni.  At  Malta,  at  Gibraltar, 
a-,  ai  Meei  nt,  or  Put  t Pliilip,  or  Port  Natal,  tliey  are 
ai w ay s civ.l,  clii> all uus.  and  ol  high  bearing.  13ul 
we  would  a-k,  ..re  they  instructed  or  trained  in  any 
way  loi  the  manifold  duties  they  have  to  perform? 
Are  they  taught  eugiiieering,  drawing,  survey  ing, 
10  util  alien,  languages,  or  the  common  rudiments  of 
Im  se  principles  wtiich  pervade  the  criinii.al  code  of 
every  iiviuzeu  nation,  and  which  they  are  often  call- 
ed upon  to  assist  in  asserting?  Are  they  taught  geo- 
grapliy , siaiisims  or  bistorv?  D • they  know  tlieaii 
nals  ol  the  pcoide  ill  whose  country  tney  bear  sway, 
their  customs  and  Uieir  |uej  i.jices? 

“A. as!  ol  lliese  tilings  they  are  taught  nothing  be- 
fore eniering  itie  army,  with  a lew  piiilul  exceptions. 
On  an  aveiage,  two  ami  a ball  ollicers  in  every  regi- 
iiieiil — about  oiie-lliii  leeiilh  of  the  whole — have  been 
taiigiii  a lilile  French  and  inensuralion  at  Sand- 
hoist.  Ann  ol  these  who  have  not  been  brought 
up  there,  any  public  scliooi  man  knows  the  altain- 
inenls.  Let  any  Eton  or  Hanow  man  recall  to  | 
mind  bis  school  leliows  w ho  got  commission  at  16, 
and  III  ten  years  atlerwaids  are  captains,  and  in  a 
few  years  nn  re  lieutenant  colonels.  Were  they  not 
geneialiy  among  the  idlest  boys  in  the  school?  Had 
they  studied  any  thing  bearing  on  Uieir  professional 
caieir  before  liiey  entered  on  it?  Is  it  likely  that 
they  have  studied  since?  Alas,  the  genius  loci  is 
against  the  hope.  A barrack  room  is  not  the  place 
lor  reading  any  thing  but  novels.  It  is  “not  the  thing 
to  sap.” 

‘•this  is  very  sad  and  very  shameful.  It  is  the 
fruit  ol  a vile  sy  stem,  which  every  other  nation  gazes 
on  in  prulouiid  ainazeinent--which  is  never  delend- 
ed,  except  by  indexible  practice,  at  home.  Austria, 
Prussia,  France,  educate  their  officers,  and  promote 
them  according  to  their  capabilities.  England  bar- 
ters the  con.niand  ol  her  legimenls  to  any  man,  ca- 
pable or  incapable,  who  has  served  ilie  requisite 
time  and  commands  ihe  requisite  amount  of  money 
and  interest.  Even  the  great  republic  of  America — 
jealous  and  niggardly  though  she  be  of  a standing 
army — yet  lias  wisely  resolved  Ihcit  the  few  troops  she 
has  shall  be  well  and  skilfully  officered;  that  nolliing 
shall  be  lost  thiougli  exalted  stupidity  or  aulhorila- 
live  Ignorance.  England  lorgelting  that  her  most 
illustrious  general  was  taught  in  Fiance— still  risks 
the  fortunes  and  lives  of  her  soldiers  on  blind  bra- 
vely and  stolied  impeluosiiy;  whilst  the  ofiBcers  who 
were  trained  at  Weslpert,  raise  the  stars  and 
stripes  ol  the  Union  on  the  towers  of  San  Juan 
d’Ulloa,  and  advance  the  glories  of  the  Anglo  Sax- 
on race  through  a territory  comprising  30  degrees  of 
latitude!” 

By  fTts/pornhe  Times  evidently  means  West  Point; 
and  it  is  not  a little  curious  to  remark  how  carefully 
the  valor  and  skill  of  Amencaii  offiiers  are  claimed 
as  among  the  peiquisites  of  ihe  ,^nglo  Saxon  race. — 
Before  the  battles  ol  Palo  Alto  and  Kesaca  de  la 
Palma  were  fought,  the  Times  prophesied  the  de 
feat  of  the  Ameiican  forces.  The  men  of  the  re- 
public, it  asserted,  would  soon  find  the  difiereiice 
between  their  own  raw  and  undisciplined  troops  and 
the  soldiers  ol  Mexico, — thoroughly  trained,  well 
equipped,  accustomed  to  war,  and  in  every  way  pre- 
pareu  lor  conibai;  and,  iheir  speedy  and  thorough 
discomfiture  was  confidently  piedicled.  Presently, 
however,  came  the  news  ol  the  brilliant  ai.d  com- 
plete tiiumpb  ol  me  Ainencan  forces,  over  more 
Ulan  lonr  times  their  nuiiifeer,  and  under  the  most 
discouraging  circumstances.  'I'lien,  lorso'  lli,  tlie 
Times  loui.d  it  con  .tine  nl  to  forget  .ts  prediction,  aim 
exulted  loudly  in  the  induiiiitabie  valor  of  the  Jiiiglo 
Saxon  race! 


Put  the  remarkc  we  have  copied  above,  concern-  I 
ing  the  uecrs-iiiy  --f  .-iviiig  a thorougii  i-nienlifii'  edu-  I 
cation  to  offirer  of  Ihe  army,  are  as  ju>-l  arid  im 
porlart  as  they  are  pertinent  and  forcible.  I’tiey 
deserve  the  attention  of  our  own  people;  and  (ur- 
nisli  fiirlher  vindication,  if  such  were  needed,  of  I'.e 
Irariscendanl  importance  and  utility  of  the  military 
academy  at  West  Point.  They  show  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  sound,  well  informed  and  thorough- 
ly educated  men  for  officers  of  the  armv,  is  f--It  oy 
the  most  intelligent  peisuns  in  England;  and  that, 
although  Ihe  subject  may  have  hitherto  been  neg- 
lected in  that  connlry,  it  has  for  ye-ars  receive. t the 
most  careful  attention  in  Franre,  Prussia,  and  indeed 
in  every  eounlry  that  has  attained  and  preserved  a 
high  rank  among  lh«  nations  of  the  earth. 


THE  TEXAS  TREATY. 

All  article  was  inserted  in  our  last,  over  the  signa- ! 
ture  of  Ex-President  Tyler,  wliicli  has  since  given 
n^e  to  so  many  publications  upon  the  subject  on 
which  it  treats,  that,  it  is  impossible  to  afford  more 
than  a very  brief  absiraci  of  the  leading  facts  whic.i 
appear  iii  the  premises. 

In  a reply  to  Mr.  Tyler  the  Richmond  ff'hig  asks, 

“D  >es  he  not  know  that  at  lea-t  two  members  ol 
his  cabinet  (Secrelai  ies  Upsbur  and  Gil.ner)  ere 
very  large  latidliolders  in  f’exas,  and  that  tney  slroiigly 
and  incessantly  urged  ibis  mea'un?  And  we  bave 
tieaid  from  we  believe  an  entirely  auUieii'ic  source 
that  ihej  eiiconnlercd  no  little  diffieuliy  in  overcom- 
ing Mr-  Tyler’s  own  objections  to  the  srliemc,  at 
the  siiggestion  of  which  I.e  was  at  first  s r le.l.  s 
it  not  also  true  that  seveial  otner  gentle  en,  target; 
interested  in  Te.xas  lands  and  scrip,  not  members  of 
Ills  cabinet,  whose  naiii -s  can  be  given  if  it  shall  be 
deemed  necessary,  were  in  conslaiil  coiiiinunication 
with  him  on  the  su  jec'.?” 

A letter  from  Geo.  P.  Upshur,  esq.,  brother  and 
administralor  on  the  estate  ot  Judge  Up'imr,  naieu 
Naval  school,  Ann-apr.lis,  June  12  b,  1847,  repel' 
the  assertion  that  the  judge  was  ever  interested  in 
Texas  land  speculation.  He  says: 

“First,  1 assert  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  my  deceased  bioiher,  the  late  Judge  Up 
shur,  never  in  his  life  owned  one  foot  of  land  or 
other  property  in  Texas,  and  that  the  report  of  hi< 
being  a large  properly  holder,  or  a property  holder 
at  all,  in  that  slate,  is  not  only  utterly  false  in  itself, 
but  altogether  without  the  shadow  of  foundation  in 
truth. 

2d,  1 believe  that  he  never  sought  to  own,  nor  de- 
sired to  own,  property  of  any  kind  in  Texas. 

3d,  As  Ills  only  surviving  brother  and  confidential 
friend,  1 was  well  acquainted  with  his  piivale  busi- 
ness transactions,  and  have  no  knowledge  that  he 
ever  owned  properly  of  any  kind  located  elsewhere 
than  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  excepting  only  a small 
and  valuele.'s  piece  of  land  in  one  of  our  western 
states,  to  which  no  valid  liile  was  ever  obtained. 

4th,  That  he  often  said  to  me,  prior  to  my  depart- 
ure for  Asia  in  the  spring  of  1843,  while  he  was  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  and  several  limes  during  the 
few  days  f was  permitted  to  spend  with  him  after 
my  return,  (when  secretary  of  slate,  and  within  a 
day  or  two  of  his  death,)  that  his  sole  object  in  de 
siring  and  advocating  the  annexation  of  Texas  was 
the  promotion  of  what  he  believed  to  be  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  own  country. 

As  some  slight  apology  for  the  unjust  and  injuri- 
ous rumor  upon  wliicli  the  publication  in  the  Whig 
IS  based,  it  may  not  be  ainiss  to  state  the  following 
fads,  to  wit: 

That,  in  1337  or  1338,  my  brother,  myself,  and  a 
mutual  friend  placed  a sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
an  agent  to  purcliase  lands  for  us  in  Mississippi. — 
Some  lime  thereafter  the  agent  reported,  by  letter, 
that  be  had  made  the  investment  as  directed,  but 
never  fi  rwarded  to  us  the  title  papers  or  other  evi- 
dence that  we  possessed  property  in  that  stale  or 
elsewhere.  'J'he  agent  proved  false,  has  never  re- 
turned, nor  is  hi3  residence  known.  Of  course,  the 
whole  investment  (if  ever  made)  was  lost  to  us.” 

As  to  the  secrecy  observed  in  the  affair  of  the 
treaty  the  Richmond  fThig  asked, 

“How  happens  it,  we  beg  to  know,  that  on  the 
28lli  of  March,  nineteen  days  before  the  fact  was 
publicly  promulgated  in  Washington,  Mr.  Bolls,  in  a 
public  speech  delivered  at  the  club  house  in  tins  ci 
ly,  pi'uclaimed  that  such  a treaty  was  in  progress, 
and  denounced  both  the  scheme  and  its  authors!’ — 
We  can  tell  the  ex-pi esideni:  for  while  we  aie 
w riling  Mr.  Bolls  has  stepped  into  our  office,  and  we 
have  mqnired  of  him  hy  what  lucky  chance  it  was 
ih..l  lie  had  been  made  acquainted,  so  lung  in  ad- 
vance of  the  public,  with  tlie  secrets  ol  the  Tyler 
cubinei?  And  be  informed  us  that  the  fart  was 


eomniuniraled  to  him  by  a large  Texas  landholder 
and  sloi  k jobber,  not  a menber  of  Mr  'Tyler’S  rabi- 
nel,  nor  fillunr  any  other  public  station,  hut  who,  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  was  in  constant  personal  in- 
tercourse with  that  cabinet  on  that  subject.” 

This  publication  in  the  Whig,  induced  Mr.  Green 
to  insert  the  following  card  in  tlie  Richmond  En- 
quirer; 

Richmond.  June  14,  1847. 

I returned  to  the  city  last  evening,  and  have  to- 
day, for  the  first  lime,  seen  the  Whig  of  Ihe  7ih  an-1 
8ih  of  June.  Having  been  referred  to  hy  the  editors 
of  the  Whig  and  Mr  Bolls  as  having  made  siale- 
inents  in  conflict  with  those  of  Mr.  Tyler,  I feel  it 
due  lo  him,  as  well  as  my-elf,  lo  say  that  they  are 
mislaki-n,  and  that  Vir.  T’s  referen  e lo  the  dale  of 
Ihe  arrarnreinent  between  the  secretary  of  stale  and 
'vir.  Van  ZjiiiIi,  and  of  the  enlire  .secresy  of  the  ne- 
gollaii.m  imlil  Ihe  terms  were  fully  mulerstood  be 
tieeii  those  parlies,  fully  coincides  with  my  own 
kno.i  ledge,  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  iny  belief  on  ih-) 
snhjecl 

i he  subslattce  "f  Mr.  Tyler’s  statement  is,  that  no 
one  in'erested  in  Texas  lands  or  stork  kiieiv  ever,  of 
Ihe  exislenre  of  neaoliations  “till  pivliminaries  were 
nearly  all  arranged,  Uieir  completion  being  alone 
previ  nted  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Upslinr  and  tlie  ap- 
pointment of  an  adilitioiial  rominissioner  to  Mr.  Van 
Z indl  by  Texas. ” Now  1 have  lo  say  1 certainly 
never  hail  ihe  sligiilesl  inlimalion  or  snspi.-iim  of  the 
existence  of  such  negotialion  until  the  terms  had 
been  agreed  on,  nor  do  1 believe  any  other  person 
interested  in  Texas  land  or  slock  had. 

Alter  these  arrangemenls  were  made,  nn  particu- 
lar secresy  was  enjoined  or  observed  as  far  as  I 
know,  although  they  were  not  pri.claimed  to  the 
world;  Ihe  object  of  lire  secresy  having  been  accom- 
plislii  (I  in  Ihe  unmolested  progress  of  the  negotiation. 
It  w ill  be  seen  th.il  Mr.  'I'yler  does  not  refer  to  ihe 
date  when  the  treaty  vvas  completed,  (12th  .April,) 
nor  to  the  dale  of  Ihe  alleged  club  house  speech, 
(28lh  March,)  nor  even  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Ufishur’s 
death,  (28  h February,)  but  to  an  anterior  period. — ■ 
What  was  that  precise  date  1 do  iiwt  know,  but  I do 
know  it  was  before  the  14'h  February,  1844,  as  I 
wrote  to  a friend  on  that  day,  and  stated  1 had  the 
day  before  learned  that  such  a uegolialion  had  been 
informally  arranged,  and  that  the  treaty  would  pro- 
bably, within  Iw enty  four  hours  after  the  return  of 
the  messenger  from  Texas,  be  submilled  lo  the  sen- 
ate. Until  the  13<h  of  February  1 had  no  suspicion 
that  the  negotialion  was  even  in  progress,  and  as  I 
was  very  generally  a' quainted  with  those  in  Wash- 
ington who  were  interested  in  'Texas,  and  never 
heard  any  such  suggestion  from  them,  my  belief  is 
that  they  were  as  ignorant  as  I was  on  the  subject. 

The  explanation  of  the  editor  ol  Ihe  Whig,  in  his 
paper  of  the  8lh,  exculpates  the  parties  from  impro- 
per motives,  but  adds: — “Our  design  was  simply  to 
show  that  Mr.  Tyler’s  memory  was  at  fault  by  the 
citation  of  facts  in  direct  conflict  with  his  statement, 
arid  which,  we  presume,  will  not  be  questioned  by 
himself  or  any  cl  his  friends.” 

Ou  Ihe  contrary,  I think  the  editor  must  now  see 
tiiere  is  no  such  conflicl,  and  that  tlie  apparent  in- 
congruity results  from  his  own  misreading  of  Mr. 
T’s  statement  in  regard  lo  the  date  of  “the  prelimi- 
nary arrangements,  prevented  from  being  completed, 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Upsliur,”  &c.  Mr.  Gilmer  was 
not  a member  of  the  cabinet  at  the  date  of  those  ar- 
rangements, and  1 do  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr. 
Upshur  had  an  acre  of  lai  d in  Texas,  or  ow  ned  one 
dollar  of  the  public  debt.  1 never  heard  Mr.  Tyler 
say  one  word  on  the  subject  before  or  after  that 
date.  THOMAS  GREEN. 

The  Richmond  ff'hig  of  June  19,  says: 

A singular  miscousiruclion,  we  learn,  has  been 
given  lo  the  card  of  Thomas  Green,  esq.,  which,  in 
justice  to  others,  ought  to  be  corrected.  Mr.  Green 
docs  not  contradict,  as  some  persons  seem  to  sup- 
pose, any  facts  asserted  by  us.  On  the  contrary,  he 
expressly  admits  the  truth  of  our  statement  in  regard 
to  his  connexion  with  the  subject.  Tne  object  of 
his  card  is  to  show  that  the  inference  we  drew  from 
that  fact  was  unfounded.  The  lact  slated  was,  that 
Mr.  Green  informed  Mr.  Bolls  some  weeks  before 
the  public  were  apprized  of  il,  (as  early  as  the  28th 
of  March,  1844,)  that  a treaty  for  the  aiiuexalion  of 
Texas  was  iii  progress.  'This  is  not  denied.  The 
inference  from  that  lact  was,  that  Mr.  'Tyler  vvas 
misiaken  in  saying  that  no  'Texas  landholder  was  ap- 
prized Uiat  that  negolialiun  was  in  progress,  and  Uiat 
il  was  aprofound  "cabinet  s-  crel”  uiiul  the  final  ar- 
rangement of  the  preliminaries.  This  inference  Mr. 
Green  shows  lo  be  incorrect,  by  staimg  mat  those 
preliminaries  were  arranged  before  the  \Slh  of  February, 
1844,  when  he  first  became  acquamled  with  itie  laci, 
although  the  treaty  was  not  actually  signed  and  offi- 
cially made  know  n lo  the  country  until  ah  Mil  ihe 
I2th  April  following. 
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PRESIDENCY,  1848. 

GEN.  TATLOR’s  letter  IN  REPLY  TO  THE  CINCINNATI 
SIGNAL. 

Jas.  W.  Taylor,  editor  of  the  Signal,  sometime 
since  published  and  forwarded  a carefully  written 
nomination  of  Gen.  Taylor  to  that  distinguished  offi- 
cer— and  now  publishes  the  following  reply. 

Headquarters  Srmy  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  May  18,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  nonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  with  the  enclosure  of  your  editorial, 
extracted  from  the  “Signal”  of  the  13th  April. 

At  this  time,  my  public  duties  command  so  fully 
my  attention,  that  it  is  impossible  to  answer  your 
letter  in  the  terms  demanded  by  its  courtesy,  and  the 
importance  of  the  sentiments  to  which  it  alludes; 
neither,  indeed,  have  1 the  time,  should  I feel  myself 
at  liberty,  to  enter  into  the  few  and  most  general  sub- 
jects of  public  policy  suggested  by  the  article  in 
question.  My  own  personal  views  were  better  with- 
held till  the  end  of  the  war,  when  my  usefulness  as 
a military  chief,  serving  in  the  field  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  shall  no  longer  be  compromised  by  their 
expression  or  discussion  in  any  manner. 

From  many  sources  1 have  been  addressed  on  the 
subject  of  the  presidency,  and  I do  violence  neither 
to  myself  nor  to  my  position  as  an  officer  of  the 
army,  by  acknowledging  to  you,  as  1 have  done  to  all 
who  have  alluded  to  the  use  of  my  name  in  this  ex- 
alted connexion,  that  my  services  are  ever  at  the 
will  and  call  of  the  country,  and  that  I am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  1 shall  refuse  if  the  country  calls 
me  to  the  presidential  office,  but  that  1 can  and  shall 
yield  to  no  call  that  does  not  coma  from  the  sponta- 
neous action  and  free  will  of  the  nation  at  large  and 
void  of  the  slightest  agency  on  my  own. 

For  ihe  high  honor  and  responsibilities  of  such  an 
office,  1 lake  this  occasion  to  say,  that  I have  not  the 
slightest  aspiration',  a much  more  tranquil  and  satis- 
factory life,  after  the  termination  of  my  present  du- 
ties, awaits  me,  1 trust,  in  the  society  of  my  family 
and  particular  friends,  and  in  the  occupations  most 
congenial  to  my  wishes.  In  no  case  can  I permit 
myself  to  be  the  candidate  of  any  party,  or  yield 
myself  to  any  party  schemes. 

Wiih  these  remarks,!  trust  you  will  pardon  me 
for  thus  briefly  replying  to  you,  which  1 do  with  a 
high  opinion  and  approval  of  the  sentiments  and 
views  embraced  in  your  editorial. 

With  many  wishes  for  your  prosperity  in  life,  and 
great  usefulness  in  the  sphere  in  which  your  talents 
and  exertions  are  embarked,  I beg  to  acknowledge 
myself  most  truly  and  respectfully  your  obedient 
servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR,  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army. 

Jas.  W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Cincinnati,  O, 

PEACE  RUMORS. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Cou  ier,  on  the  27th  ult.,  wrote,  that  the  Me.xioan  Gen. 
Tkus  had  made  known  his  views  in  favor  of  negotiat- 
ing wiih  the  United  Slates,  that  he,  or  Herrera,  who  co- 
incides with  him,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  elected 
president;  that  the  terms  prop(i.'ed  were  known  to  both 
of  them;  ihai  ‘‘in  iruih,  Mexico  is  astonished  at  the  mo 
deration  of  these  terms,”  &c. 

Stockjobbers,  it  is  said,  generally  continue  to  see  as 
deep  inio  political  mill-stones,  as  those  that  peck  them. 
The  New  York  Express  of  Wednesday,  says:  “This  is 
quite  a peace  day  m Wall  street.  There  are  so  many 
predictions  by  the  letiers  from  Washington,  for  the  press 
in  vaiious  sections  of  the  country,  that  quite  an  impres- 
sion is  made  on  the  money  market  in  Wall  street. — 
Very  large  capitalists  as  well  as  some  of  the  banks,  made 
heavy  purchases  of  United  Stales  treasury  notes  to-day 
at  7j  percent,  premium.  There  is  a great  desire  to  spe- 
culate in  this  description  of  security;  and  the  margin  for 
a rise,  in  case  of  a peace  with  Mexico,  is  considered 
most  favorable.” 

Latest  The  steamer  Palmetto  reached  New  Or- 
leans the  25ih  ult.  from  Vera  Cruz.  Vomito  still 
prevails — many  are  dying.  The  report  of  the  Mexi 
cans  having  proposed  peace  is  fully  contradicted. — 
Gen.  Scott  has  left  Puebla,  expecting  to  have  to 
fight  his  way  to  the  Capital. 

Elections  for  representatives  to  congress.  An 
aiteiiipi  to  fill  the  two  vacancies  in  New  Hampshire  is 
to  come  off'  on  the  8th  inst.  On  the  20ih  a representa. 
live  in  place  of  Mr.  Dromgoole  is  to  be  elected  in  Vir- 
ginia. On  ilie  2d  of  August,  an  election  to  fill  a vacan- 
cy in  Illinois,  and  on  the  same  day  representatives  are 
to  beelecti  d for  the  states  of  Alabama,  Kentucky,  and 
Indiana.  On  the  5th  of  August,  North  Carolina  and 
'ITmi.essee  elect  their  representaiives.  Iowa  also  eiecis 
llie  two  representaiives  to  which  the  new  sia  e is  entit- 
led, some  time  in  August.  The  whigs  have  taken  con- 
fidence from  recent  indications,  and  are  busy  elec 
tioreerin^j  in  lowu. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

According  to  the  latest  (reliable)  accounts  received 
Gen.  Scott  was  at  Puebla,  with  about  6,000  men,  wait- 
ing for  supples  and  reinforcements  to  enable  him  to  ad- 
vance on  the  city  of  Mexico.  A train  of  120  to  150 
wagons,  escorted  by  800  men  on  their  route  to  join  him, 
were  attacked  and  obliged  to  send  back  to  Vera  Cruz 
for  reinforcements  to  enable  them  to  get  on.  Such 
troops  as  could  at  the  time  be  spared  from  Vera  Cruz, 
hurried  to  their  relief.  On  joining  them,  the  train,  now 
escorted  by  some  1,300  men,  were  left  advancing,  liter- 
rally  fighting  their  way  through  the  difficult  passes  to- 
wards Jalapa.  Meantime  additional  troops  have  been 
landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  another  train  was  to  start  in 
a few  days. 

Whilst  this  is  the  state  as  to  actual  forces  in  the  field, 
we  have  rumors  of  negotiations  in  front,  and  of  an  en- 
tire new  disposition  of  affairs  in  the  rear.  Vera  Cruz,  it 
is  said,  is  no  longer  to  be  the  sea  port  or  basis  of  the  line 
of  operations.  Whether  a garrison  is  to  be  left  there  we 
are  not  told,  but  Tuspan  is  now  discovered  to  be  the 
point  from  which  supplies  can  reach  the  army  by  a 
road,  which  it  seems  neither  Mexicans  nor  .Americans 
were  aware  of,  or  at  least  aware  of  the  advantages  for 
such  a purpose-  This  sudden  breaking  up  of  ports  and 
lines  in  the  rear,  (Jalapa  as  well  as  Vera  Cruz,)  with  a 
view  of  establishing  new  ones  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
is  rather  a risk. 

General  Taylor  is  also  waiting  for  reinforcements  to 
enable  him  to  move  in  any  direction. 

i he  army  of  ihe  north  have  had  the  severest  time  of 
it.  The  division  under  Col.  Doniphan  having  left  Chihu- 
ahua to  the  enemy,  have  reached  “the  stales”  after  an 
unprecedented  campaign.  The  division  under  Colonel 
Price,  at  Santa  Fe,  was  left  in  no  enviable  posture,  and 
a iraiii  going  to  them  with  supplies,  has  been  captured 
by  the  Indians  and  all  the  teamsters  murdered. 

Accounts  from  California,  slate  that  Mazitlan  had 
been  blockaded  by  our  squadron  for  two  months.  The 
Cyane  had  captured  a prize,  valued  at  $200,000.  The 
California  regiment  had  arrived  out  in  very  bad  condi- 
tion; the  men  “not  what  they  ought  to  be.”  The  coast 
was  quiet, — the  Yankee  axe  and  hammer  ringing  about 
Monterey, — and  Yankee  girls  in  Yankee  bonnets  trip- 
ping along,  and  shawl-covered  senoras. 

Immigrants  have  come  and  are  coming  over  the 
mountaias  in  great  numbers.  Some  of  Ihe  parties 
have  suff’ered  to  a horrible  extent.  One  caravan 
was  overtaken  by  winter  in  the  mountains,  and  were 
reduced  to  such  an  awful  slate  that  they  wore  obliged 
to  eat  the  bodies  of  those  of  the  parly  who  died  of 
cold  and  hunger.  It  is  a singular  fact,  that  most  of 
the  women  survived  the  horrors  of  the  situation  they 
were  in,  while  the  men  died  rapidly.  A company 
went  out  from  Monterey  to  bring  them  in,  and  after 
their  arrival  in  comfortable  quarters,  it  was  found 
difficult  to  make  them  eat  proper  food-  Suffering 
had  subverted  their  reason  and  their  nature,  and  they 
seemed  desirous  of  continuing  their  ghoul  like  pro- 
pensities. 

“army  of  occupation.” 

Brazos  dates  to  the  201h — Maiainoros  to  the  19th, 
and  Monterey  to  the  6th  June  are  received. 

In  business  there  was  little  or  nothing  doing.  The 
whole  amount  of  duties  collected  under  the  tariff,  at 
Matainoros,  Brazos  and  the  mouth  of  the  river,  was 
short  ol  $20,000.  No  revival  of  trade  was  expected 
until  that  laiiff  was  very  materially  modified. 

Major  B.  M’Culloch  had  reached  the  Brazos  with 
150  horses,  of  which  50  were  for  his  own  company, 
the  rest  for  Col.  Butler’s  dragoons. 

Col.  J.  P.  Taylor,  subsistance  department,  being 
relieved  at  Brazos  by  Capt.  Eaton,  has  returned  to 
N.  Orleans. 

'I  he  Monterey  correspondent  of  the  Picayune, 
writes  that:  "Capt.  Toban,  with  a parly  of  M’Cul- 
luch’s  rangers,  on  a scout,  a considerable  distance 
from  Bueiia  Vista,  came  across  a Mexican  express 
rider  wiih  despatches  from  General  Sanchez  to  the 
Governor  of  San  Luis,  with  an  escort,  mostly  deser- 
ters Irom  the  American  army.  The  latter  made 
ttieir  escape,  but  the  bearer  of  despatches  and  his 
horse  anu  (apers  were  captured.  Sanchez  urges 
that  a movement  be  made  immediately  against  Sal 
tillo,  as  but  few  Americans  are  lett  there  and  the 
Mexicans  were  burning  lor  an  opportunity  to  relieve 
themselves  of  them.” 

The  horse  recovered  on  this  occasion  had  been 
stolen  from  Lieut.  Sturgis  some  time  since.  General 
Wool  despatched  some  of  the  rangers  and  a compa- 
ny of  dragoons  in  pursuit  of  the  men  that  had  escap 
ed, 

Guerrilla  Warfare. — On  the  31st  May,  a mem- 
ber ol  the  Aikansas  cavalry  while  leading  liis  horse 
in  a grove  rear  the  Alanieda,  used  as  a race  track, 
was  accosted  by  two  hlexicans,  who  exttnJed  their 
hands  to  him  in  a friendly  manner:  but,  insteed  of 
the  grasp  of  friendship,  the  assassin’s  kn  ife  was 


plunged  into  his  heart,  and  he  was  cast  into  a ditch, 
while  his  horse  was  made  away  with.  Some  of  the 
companions  of  the  deceased,  who  came  to  join  him 
on  the  track  soon  after,  discovered  traces  of  blood, 
and  on  pursuing  them  found  the  wounded  man  breath- 
ing his  last,  with  just  life  enough  to  tell  the  cause  of 
his  situation.  Not  far  from  the  place  two  Mexicans 
were  shortly  afterwards  discovered,  whose  conduct 
was  suspicious,  and  they  were  captured.  It  was 
afterwards  deemed  inadvisable  to  permit  them  to  be 
regularly  tried,  a parly  of  men  demanded  them,  and 
they  were  taken  out  and  shot.  In  the  sleeve  of  one 
was  found  a bloody  knife,  corresponding  with  the 
size  of  the  wound.  This  was  not  enough!  I regret 

to  state  that  many  Mexicans  were  killed  that  day 

some  say  seventeen,  and  some  more.  Comment  is 
unnecessary. 

Col.  Curtis,  formerly  of  the  Ohio  regiment,  haa 
volunteered  for  the  war  and  been  appointed  Govern- 
or of  Saltillo. 

We  havh  had  no  more  news  of  Urrea.  The  21 
battalion  of  Virginia  volunteers  garrison  this  place, 
but  will  move  on  as  soon  as  they  cun  be  relieved. — 
There  is  still  a good  deal  of  sickness  here,  but  of 
mild  character,  and  but  few  deaths.  For  the  last 
few  days  we  have  had  several  showers  during  the 
day,  and  1 imagine  it  is  brewing  up  for  the  rainy 
season. 

It  seems  there  is  still  a bare  possibility  of  our 
going  to  San  Luis  at  a more  advanced  period  than 
was  contemplated  by  Gen  Taylor  at  first,  but  all 
depends  upon  whether  troops  can  be  had. 

J.  D.  D. 

U.  States  relations  with  China.  The  European 
Times,  states  that  the  last  overland  mail  brought  a 
strange  complaint  from  China-^one  which  it  is  every 
way  desirable  that  the  congress  of  America  should 
remedy.  The  matter  has  been  brought  prominently  for- 
ward by  the  following  statement  which  the  British 
Consul  at  Canton  addressed  on  the  25th  of  March,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  that 
place: 

British  Consulate,  Canton,  March  25,  1847. 

Sir:  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 

the  British  mercantile  community,  with  the  contents 
of  a circular  despatch  addressed  to  me  by  Her  Majes- 
ty’s Plenipotentiary  and  Superintendent  of  Trade, 
dated  the  19th  inst. 

His  Excellency  has  received  a communication  from 
Mr.  Everett,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America,  informing  him  that  no  provi- 
sion has  yet  been  made  by  liis  government  to  compel 
citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  China  to  pay 
any  debt  which  they  may  incur  to  British  subjects  in 
this  country,  which  fact  I am  instructed  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  latter  for  their  guidance  in  their 
transactions  with  the  former,  until  such  time  as  the 
government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  made  pro- 
visions allowing  the  administration  of  equal  justice  to 
both  parties. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
FRANCIS  C.  McGREGOR. 

To  Edmund  Mottev,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canton. 

The  European  Times  also  says: 

“The  American  government  have  hitherto  failed  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1844,  at  Whanghai,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Chinese.  Although  legal  measures 
can  he  taken  by  the  citizens  of  America  to  recover 
any  loss,  or  to  punish  any  aggression,  which  they  may 
sustain  at  the  hands  of  the  Chinese,  yet  the  latter  are 
quite  powerless  to  proceed  in  the  same  way  against 
any  citizen  of  Ihe  United  States!” 

At  the  last  drawing  room  held  by  the  Queen,  the 
Turkish  Minister  presented  his  wife  to  her  majesty. 
The  lady  was  attired  iu  full  court  dress,  and  wore  no 
veil.  Her  lord  presented  himself  in  his  superb  na- 
tional costume.  This  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
on  record.  A facetious  writer  says,  a Turk  is  allow- 
ed four  wives  by  law,  and  then  asks  what  is  to  be 
done  with  wives  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4,  should  they  wish  to 
go  to  court  also. 

An  old  Jersey  Blue.  Thomas  Lee,  of  Rahway, 
who  lought  at  tlie  battle  of  Long  Island,  Monmouth, 
and  in  other  actions  during  the  revolution,  was  mus- 
tered home  last  week,  in  the  9Ist  jear  of  his  age. 

Artesian  wells. — Two  are  being  sunk  at  Charleston, 
S.  C 
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Seventy  First  Anniversary  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, July  4th  1847.  The  national  birth  day 
anniversay  this  year  fell  upon  the  Sabbath,  but  the 
Sabbath  was  recognized  as  Holy,  and  so  observed — 
In  some  places  Saturday  the  3d  was  appropriated  to 
the  celebration,  but  in  most  of  the  Union  the  cele- 
bration was  postponed  to  Monday  the  5th.  Business 
was  suspended  on  that  day  at  Baltimore  as  it  usually 
is  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  appropriated  to  enjoyment. 
Several  military  corps  were  encamped  in  the  vicinity. 
Excursion  parties  went  in  various  directions.  The 
principal  exhibition  of  the  day  was  that  of  “The 
Sons  of  Temperance,”  who  were  out  in  full  force 
with  beautiful  banners — and  had  a delightful  day  of 
it. 

The  Chevalier  Gaiilardet,  editor  of  the  Etats  Unis, 
in  that  Journal  of  the  Sdsaysof  this  Anniversary.  “It  is 
a gieat  day,  not  only  for  the  United  States  but  for  the 
whole  w'orld.  It  is  the  first  page  of  the  volume  in 
which  is  written  not  alone  the  destiny  of  a people  or  a 
race,  but  of  all  mankind.  The  Declaration  of  Ame- 
rican Independence  is  to  the  history  of  civilization 
what  to  the  history  of  earthly  revolutioiv  ;-c  those 
monuments  which,  like  the  Pyramids  qi;  ''  ypt,  go- 
vern space  and  set  time  at  defiance,  .ue  Pyra- 

mids are  stationary.  Hopes  and  amb^  translated 
in  granite,  they  have  rendertd  their  or-  als  indes- 
tructible, but  also  immovable;  while  t'*  ' lifice  of  so- 
cial equality,  of  which  the  independe>^  ''f  the  Brit- 
ish Colonies  was  the  first  stone,  continues  each  day  to 
extend  its  foundations  and  increase  its  height;  and  the 
day  is  not  distant  when  this  gigantic  beacon,  erected  to 
liberty  on  the  promontory  of  the  New  World,  will 
illumine  two  hemispheres  with  its  resplendent  light, 
throwing  its  protecting  beams  over  the  reefs  where, 
for  so  many  ages,  the  hopes  of  humanity  have  found 
shipwreck.  These  reefs  themselves  will  then  be  no 
longer  terrible — for  the  darkness  which  covered  them 
ever  constituted  their  chiefest  danger.” 

The  PrEsiDENT’s  tour.  The  President  reached 
Washington  in  Wednesday  evening’s  cars,  fatigued  as 
may  be  supposed,  as  well  as  gratified  by  his  tour  to 
the  east,  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  on  all  hands  that 
the  duties  of  office  would  not  allow  him  to  make 
more  leisurely.  Wherever  he  appeared,  marks  of 
attention  and  respect  were  tendered  without  respect 
to  party. 

The  President  extended  his  visit  as  far  as  Augusta, 
Maine,  and  to  Gardiner,  in  that  state,  the  residence 
of  ex-senator  Evans,  and  “nowhere”  says  the  Wash- 
ington Union,  “did  the  president  receive  a more  cor- 
dial welcome.”  He  spent  the  Sabbath  in  Portland,  and 
starling  next  morning,  reached  Washington,  a dis- 
tance of  300  miles,  by  Wednesday  evening,  renova- 
ted in  health  and  spirits. 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


Treasury  notes — Amount  outstanding  July,  1st 
1847,  #13,318,099  31,  as  officially  announced. 

General  Scott’s  Proclamation  to  the  Mexicans. 

Opposition  journals  have  insisted  that  the  procla- 
mation was  prepared  at  Washington,  like  a certain 
proclamation  sent  to  General  Taylor  from  Washing- 
ton printed  and  ready  for  distribution  and  with  orders 
for  him  to  sign  them  and  distribute  them.  The 
Washington  Union  says: 

“But  we  remark  that  the  language  of  Gen.  Scott’s 
proclamation  is  not  the  language  of  the  administra- 
tion. The  proclamation  is  in  substance  and  in  form 

the  production  of  the  officer  whose  name  it  bears 

The  statements  of  the  proclamation,  moreover,  as 
we  understand  them,  are  not  designed  to  set  forth  at 
length  and  still  less  by  authority,  the  objects  of  the 
war.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  the  self-prompted 
language  of  the  victorious  General  in  the  field,  speak- 
ing to  the  nation  which  he  has  invaded,  with  a view 
of  bringing  to  its  notice  those  facts  in  the  relative 
positions  of  the  two  countries  which  may  most  aid 
ibe  effort  of  his  arras  in  obtaining  a satisfactory  and 
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speedy  peace.  In  this  view,  we  doubLnot  that  the 
proclamation  was  framed  by  General  Scott  with  a 
careful  regard  to  the  present  slate  of  parties  in  Mexico: 
and  in  this  view,  too,  it  is  understood,  (at  least  if  we 
may  judge  from  newspaper  accounts)  to  have  already 
produced  a favorable  effect. 


THE  tariff. 

Custom  House  J/eio  Orleans,  June  25,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  1 have  the  pleasure  of  handing  you  a 
statemnet  (taken  from  my  books)  showing  the  quanti- 
ty of  foreign  sugar  imported  into  this  port  since  the 
1st  of  December  last,  at  which  time  the  tariff  of  1846 
took  effect;  as  also  a statement  of  the  importations  of 
the  previous  year,  for  the  same  period  of  time,  to 
wit,  from  the  1st  of  December,  1845,  to  the  2-5th  of 
June,  1846. 

Sugars  imported  from  December  1 , 1 846,  to  June  25, 
1847,  inclusive. 


Boxes,  38,160 

Hogsheads,  515 

Barrels,  159 

Bags,  1,002 

Tierces  refined,  41 


Packages  in  all,  39,877 

Importations  of  sugars  from  December  1, 

1845,  to  June  25,  1846,  inclusive. 

Boxes,  4,903 

Hogsheads,  SO 

4,933 


Showing  an  excess  of  importations  for  cur- 
rent year  of  34,944  packages,  34,944 


The  Steamer  Washington. A Southampton  cor- 
respondent of  the  London  Chronicle  expresses  the 
disappointment  there  at  the  performance  of  the  Wash- 
ington. They  should  recollect  that  this  was  the  first 
test  of  the  new  apparatus.  The  writer  goes  on  to 
say:  “The  Washington  came  up  the  river  very  fast, 

but  it  was  observable,  even  at  a great  distance,  that 
she  had  a great  list  to  the  leeward;  in  short,  it  almost 
appeared  as  if  she  was  on  her  beam  ends.  One  pad- 
dle wheel  was  almost,  if  not  quite  out  of  water, 
whilst  the  other  was  nearly  under  it.  1 have  since 
ascertained  that  the  list  was  occasioned  by  the  engi- 
neer having  taken  the  coals  from  one  side  of  her 
only.  Great  interest  was  excited  on  her  arrival,  and 
as  soon  as  she  made  her  appearance,  the  bells  of  the 
churches  sent  forth  a merry  peel  in  honor  of  the 
event. 

Another  account  says,  a few  hours  after  the  de- 
parture had  been  taken,  it  was  found  that  the  hot 
wells  and  waste  pipe  were  too  small,  and  could  not 
free  the  condensed  water,  which  reduced  the  vessel’s 
speed  four  miles  per  hour.  Twelve  hours  were  lost 
during  the  passage  by  stopping  to  amend  this  defect 
and  repair  wheels.” 


Line  of  Steamers  from  England  to  N.  Orleans. 
A late  London  paper  says:  “The  arrangements  for 

a monthly  mail  to  New  Orleans  are  completed.  The 
Royal  Mail  (West  India)  Packet  Company  have  re- 
ceived an  official  communication  from  the  board  of 
admiralty,  stating  that  their  lordships  have  approv- 
ed of  the  route  insuring  in  future  a monthly  commu- 
nication with  N.  Orleans  via  Cat  Island.” 


Steamboat  Disasters.  The  Financier,  loaded 
with  government  freight  and  dry  goods,  sunk  on  the 
5th  inst.  twelve  miles  below  Pittsburg — no  lives 
lost. 

The  Star  Spangled  Banner,  Capt.  Pearce,  struck  a 
snag  a few  miles  above  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  29th 
ult.,  and  sunk  in  a few  minutes.  Four  or  five  per- 
sons were  drowned.  The  cabin  floated  from  the  keel 
with  a number  of  persons  on  it,  who  succeeded  in 
landing  eight  miles  below.  A portion  of  the  3d  In- 
diana regiment  of  volunteers  were  returning  home  on 
board.  Most  of  the  passengers  were  emigrants,  who 
have  all  lost  every  thing  they  had 


Emigration  to  Oregon.  A letter  from  Prince- 
ton, Illinois,  dated  May  3d,  says: 

“If  the  emigration  to  Oregon  may  be  estimated  by 
the  number  of  wagons  which  have  passed  by  my  house 
this  spring,  it  will  be  very  large.  More  than  one  hun- 
dred wagons  have  passed  through  Princeton  this  sea- 
son, an  their  way  to  that  distant  country.  Sometimes 
ten  or  fifteen  of  them,  with  their  accompaniments  of 
men,  women,  children  and  cattle,  go  by  in  a day. 
Many  are  from  nothern  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Ohio. 
They  usually  carry  cooking  stoves  in  their  wagons,  of 
very  small  size.  Most  of  them  seem  to  be  people  of 
some,  substance,  and  will  unquestionably  make  good 
settlers.  The  severe  and  general  sickness  of  the  last 
season,  has  been  the  moving  cause  of  much  of  thj(» 
emigration.” 

The  Jackson  national  monument — Jit  Washington 
D.  C.  An  advertisement  for  a granite  block,  to 
weigh  not  less  than  1000  tons,  to  be  used  as  a base 
for  the  monument  is  inserted  in  the  city  papers. 

The  Union  of  the  2d  July  contains  a list  of  recent 
subscriptions  to  the  object,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  #1,720  21. 

John  Q.  Adams.  It  is  pleasant  to  learn  that  the 
venerable  ex-president,  since  his  return  home,  has  so 
far  recovered  as  now  to  be  able  to  walk  out  daily, 
without  the  assistance  even  of  a cane.  He  enjoys 
his  faculties,  mental  and  piiysical,  and  takes  as  much 
interest  as  ever  in  all  the  occurrences  of  life. 

Henry  Clay.  We  learn  from  a correspondent 
of  the  Baptist  Banner,  that  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay  was 
baptized  on  the  22  ult. , in  one  of  the  beautiful  ponds 
on  his  own  estate  near  Lexington.  He  united  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  but  demanded  immersion. 

Senator  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  declined  the 
public  dinner  tendered  to  him  by  the  advocates  of 
free  trade  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

General  Scott  and  Mr.  Trist.  The  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer  of  Saturday,  says: 

“Unless  we  have  been  entirely  misled  by  our  south- 
ern correspondents,  Mr.  Trist’s  first  step,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Jalapa,  was  to  request  Gen.  Scott  to  trans- 
mit to  its  destination  a sealed  packet,  addressed  to  the 
Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  enclosed  to 
the  General,  and  of  the  contents  of  which  he  gave 
him  no  account.  Gen.  Scott  promptly  informed  him 
that  he  declined  to  do  so;  but  that  he  should  retain 
the  letter,  subject  to  Mr.  Trist’s  order.  His  reply  to 
Mr.  Trist  was  of  course  in  writing,  and  was  so  em- 
phatic and  explicit  as  to  leave  no  room  for  misappre- 
hension. This  letter  we  know  is  now  on  file  in  Wash- 
ington; and  if  the  report  that  has  reached  us  of  its 
contents  is  incorrect,  the  Union,  by  procuring  a copy 
of  it  can  set  us  right. 

“Mr.  Trist,  or  more  properly  the  Executive,  of 
which  in  all  this  he  is  simply  the  too],  was  thus  baf- 
fled in  his  first  attempt  to  throw  upon  Gen.  Scott  the 
responsibility  of  whatever  proposition  to  the  Mexi- 
can govenment  his  sealed  packet  contained.  He  tfieri 
informed  the  General  that  he  had  come  to  Mexico 
with  full  authority  to  conclude  an  armistice  with  the 
government  of  Mexico;  to  suspend  all  military  ope- 
rations; and  to  make  all  necessary  arrangement  pre 
liminary  to  the  negotiation  of  a treaty  of  peace.— 
This  fact  has  already  been  asserted  in  letters  from 
Mexico,  published  in  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere; 
and  we  are  assured  by  private  advices  that  it  is  strict- 
ly true.  Mr.  Trist,  moreover  submitted  to  Gen. 
Scott  a letter  from  the  Secretary  either  of  State  or 
of  War,  confirming  in  every  respect  the  statement  he 
had  made,  and  directing  him  to  recognise,  in  its  ful- 
lest extent,  Mr.  Trist’s  plenary  authority. 

“Gen.  Scott  thus  found  himself,  under  the  orders 
of  the  department,  virtually,  iliough  not  formally,  de- 
prived of  his  command,  and  made  subordinate  to  a clerk 
in  the  state  department.  He  at  once  informed  Mr. 
Trist  that  he  should  not  permit  him  to  interfere  with 
the  operations  of  the  prmy  which  was  under  his  conj- 
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trsnd;  *hat,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  tha 
was  an  armistice  was  strictly  a matter  of  mili- 

tary y -.  r-  '[jjat  he  should  recognise  no  suspcn- 
ti  n of  hostilities  to  which  his  assent,  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  in  the  field,  should  not  be  previ- 
ously given.  At  the  same  time,  he  wrote  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  repeating  his  declaration  to  Mr.  Trist, 
and  assuring  the  department  that  he  should  retain 
the  actual  command  of  the  army  until  formally  re- 
called. 

“This  correspondence  is  on  file  at  Washington; 
and  although  we  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  language 
used  by  either  party,  we  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  documents  for  full  confirmation  of  this  statement 
of  their  purport. 

“This  is  the  difference  which  has  been  character- 
ized by  the  apologists  of  the  Executive  as  simply  a 
disagreement  upon  a point  of  etiquette.  It  involves, 
as  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  of  facts,  a direct 
attempt  to  degrade  Gen.  Scott  from  his  position  as 
Commander  in  Chief,  to  that  of  subordinate  to  a 
clerk  in  the  State  Department,  and  that,  too,  upon 
questions  belonging  exclusively  to  the  military  au- 
thority.” 

DIPLOMATIC  JOURNAL. 

Public  dinner  to  Mr.  Wheaton. — On  the  return  of 
Henry  Wheaton,  late  minister  of  the  U.  States  at 
the  court  of  Prussia,  a few  weeks  since,  to  his  for- 
mer place  of  residence,  the  city  of  New  York,  his 
fellow  citizens  very  cordially  welcomed  his  return 
to  their  community,  and  as  a testimony  of  their  ap 
probation  both  ol  bis  private  character  and  public 
services,  invited  him  to  partake  of  a public  dinner. 
The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  lOih  June  a sumptuous  repast  was  provided  at 
the  New  York  Hotel.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the 
venerable  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin;  Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Gulian  C.  Verplancb,  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  James  De 
Peyster  Ogden,  George  Curtis,  and  D.  C.  Golden, 
acting  as  vice  presidents.  Among  the  guests  were 
the  mayor  and  the  late  mayor  of  the  city,  Judge 
Jones,  Judge  Ducr  of  New  Jersey,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wainwright,  Dr.  Dewey,  Comds.  Sloal  and  McKee- 
ver,  J.  W.  Schmidt,  consul  of  Prussia,  and  Mr.  Stein 
Bille,  charge  d’affaires  of  Denmark,  Drs.  Mott  and 
Kearney  Rodgers. 

The  salutation  and  welcome  was  pronounced  by 
Luther  Bradish,  esq.,  who  took  the  chair  upon  the 
early  withdrawal  of  the  venerable  president.  His 
toast  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Wheaton  was  drank  with 
nine  hearty  cheers.  Mr.  Wheaton  briefly  responded, 
evidently  with  deep  feeling,  and  gave  as  a toast: 

“The  city  of  New  York — Peace  within  thy  walls 
and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces.” 

The  presiding  officer  then  gave  “The  health  of  the 
Prussian  charge  d’affaires,”  prefaced  by  a few  ap- 
propriate compliments  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  for 
giving  a free  constitution  to  his  people,  and  toasted 
the  day  of  that  event,  the  11th  of  April,  1847. 

Mr.  Schmidt  responded. 

Mr.  W.  Beach  Lawrence  made  a few  remarks, 
and  closed  with  a complimentary  allusion  to  the  king 
of  Denmark,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  charge 
d’affaires  of  lhal  government. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Verplanck  then  paid  a beautiful  com- 
pliQient  to  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  whose  health 
was  drunk  with  great  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Butler  then  rose,  and,  in  an  escellenl 
happy  manner,  set  forth  the  claims  of  Mr.  Wheaton 
to  distinction  as  a writer  upon  international  law. — 
From  this  he  passed  to  speak  of  Grotius,  upon  whom 
he  pronounced  an  eloquent  and  discriminating  eulo- 
gy, and  closed  bis  speech  by  offering  the  following 
sentiment: 

"Hugo  Grotius  and  the  school  he  founded — America 
has  furnished  a disciple  worlhy  of  the  teacher  and 
of  the  science.” 

Several  other  speeches  were  made,  all  of  which 
were  well  received.  Mr.  Gerard,  in  particular,  won 
the  undivided  attention  of  the  company  during  a few 
pertinent  and  humorous  remarks. 

A number  of  letters  were  read  by  the  secretary  of 
the  committee  of  arrangements,  fiom  Mjrtfenaen  of 
distinction,  amongst  oTb^s,  John  Q.  Ad^s,  Marlin 
Van  Buren,  Daniel  Webslsr,  Jam^Buclianan,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  George  M.  Djlfa><«o. 

A number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  in- 
vited Mr.  Wheaton  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  in 
that  city.  The  invitation  is  accepted  and  arrange- 
ments are  making  accordingly. 

Consul  ol  Havre. — Reuben  G.  Beasley,  esq.,  a 
veteran  diplomatist,  and  lor  some  years  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Havre,  died  in  that  city  on  ihe 
1st  of  June.  Public  testimonials  of  respect  were 
paid  on  the  occasion.  Win.  Taylor  vice  consul,  will 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  oliice  until  an  appoint- 


tment  is  made.  The  office  is  considered  nest  to  lhal 
ef'eonsi)l  at- Liverpool,  'o  iierq-  isiu-.s,  and  is  there- 
fc's'e  fought  ail  r wiih  gre-  avidity. 

The  rlghi  honorable  Ekhard  Fakenlium,  British  min 

ister,  left  this  country  in  Ihe  last  steamer  on  a visit 
to  Europe. 

Lieut.  Beale,  a bearer  of  despatches  to  the  U.  S 
squadron  in  the  Pacific,  arrived  here  yesterday  on 
the  steamer  Declaration. 

[SI.  Louis  Rep.,  26th  June. 

Relations  with  Brazil.  The  N.  York  Herald  ha® 
Rio  Janeiro  dates  to  the  23d  of  May.  In  a message 
sent  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  senate 
and  house  of  deputies,  the  whole  statement  is  given 
relative  to  the  difficulties  with  our  minister  Mr.  Wise. 
The  message  distinctly  states  that  the  action  taken  on 
this  subject  by  the  Brazilian  minister  at  Washington 
was  intirely  disapproved  of  by  the  Emperor,  and  would 
not  be  ratified.  No  intimation  is  given  of  his  being 
recalled. 

In  the  address  made  by  the  house  of  deputies  to  the 
Emperor,  is  the  follow'ing  passage:  “An  occurrence 

which  took  place  during  the  past  year,  with  the  le- 
gation of  the  United  States,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
imprisonment  of  certain  individuals  belonging  to  a 
man  of  war  of  that  nation,  has  been  a source  of 
much  pain  to  the  house  of  deputies,  who  cannot  con- 
sent to  banish  the  recollection  of  the  offences  then 
received  by  them,  until  they  are  suitably  repaired  in 
a manner  which  will  agree  with  the  decorum  of  the 
crown  and  the  national  dignity.”  Again,  “The  house 
is  satisfied  that  the  government  of  your  majesty  will 
be  characterized  by  a frank  and  energetic  policy,  so 
that  it  may  remain  at  peace  with  all  nations,  without 
any  sacrifice  however  of  the  national  honor  and  dig- 
nity. Your  government  may  count  upon  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  nation.”  Again,  “The  occurrence 
which  took  place  during  the  past  year  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  legation,  regarding  the  imprisonment  of 
certain  sailors  belonging  to  the  men  of  war  of  that 
nation,  is  very  painful  to  the  house  of  deputies,  but 
this  pain  is  much  alleviated  by  tt.e  certainty  lhal  your  ma- 
jesty will  insist  on  a due  reparation  for  all  these  offen- 
ces.'^ 

The  papers  (adds  the  Herald)  generally  mention 
nothing  regarding  this  affair,  save  in  an  official  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  Tod,  our  new  minister  to  the  court  of  Brazil, 
departed  from  New  York  on  Saturday  last,  in  the 
ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Stringham. 

Gen  Verplanck,  of  Batavia,  has  been  appointed  by 
the  government  a commissioner  to  conclude  a treaty 
with  the  Indian  tribes  occupying  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  This  is  a capital  appoint- 
ment. Gen.  V.  is  an  upright  intelligent  man  every 
way  qualified  for  the  duties  of  his  office. 

{Buffalo  Express. 

The  U.  S.  ship  op  the  line  Ohio,  Capt.  String- 
ham,  struck  on  the  bar,  on  attempting  to  enter  by  the 
north  channel  the  harbour  of  New  York  from  Nor- 
folk, and  laid  for  nearly  eight  hours.  On  attempt- 
ing to  leave  the  harbour  of  New  York  by  the  south 
channel,  a few  days  since,  with  the  U.  S.  embassay 
for  Brazil  on  board,  she  again  struck  the  bar,  and  had 
to  return.  She  drew  25  feet  9 inches.  She  was  in 
charge  of  New  York  pilots  in  each  case. 

Henry  Clay  on  the  tariff  of  1846. — In  a letter 
to  1.  A.  Bragaw,  of  Salisbury,  Cunn.,  who  sent  the 
Hon.  Henry  Clay  a pocket  knife  of  American  manu- 
faclure,  the  latter  replies  under  date  of  June  19th. 
After  suitable  acknowledgements  for  the  gift,  he 
proceeds: 

1 have  been  very  desirous  to  learn  the  effect  upon 
American  manufactures  produced  by  the  last  tariff'. 
But  Europe  has  been  so  occupied  with  supy  lying 
hersiif  with  necessary  food,  and  ourcounlry  has  been 
so  benefilled  by  the  high  price  which  all  articles  of 
subsistence  have  attained,  that  tne  competition  be- 
tween foreign  and  domestic  manufactures  has  been 
much  less  unequal  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
bten.  The  struggle  so  far  lias  been  between  well 
fed  and  ill  fed  operatives;  between  capital  diverted 
from  purchase  of  the  raw  material  to  the  purchase 
ol  bread,  and  capital  greatly  augmented  by  the  sale 
o I food;  and  between  manulaclurers  working  short 
time,  and  full  lime.  Whether,  when  Europe  is  no  | 
longer  starving,  and  shall  be  again  blessed  by  Provi-  ' 
deuce  (as  1 hope  it  will  be)  wuh  abundant  harvests,  ) 


we  shell  he  able  !o  sustain  a suc'-essfi'l  competition, 
remains  to  be  seen.  1 fervently  he  ;,  ht.;  o.>  .nau- 
ufactiii'ps  have  .struck  such  derpai..'  r irong  rooi  that 
they  will  he  able  lO  stand  up  a,.,:  ■ rq-juisi  ail 

adverse  causes.  I am,  with  great  -u.;pecl. 

Your  friend  and  obd’i  serv’t, 

J.  A.  Bbaoaw,  Esq.  H.  CLAY, 

international  courtesies. 

The  U.  S.  Gazette,  in  publishing  Leverrier’t  letter 
to  Vatlemare,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to  this 
country,  on  his  mission  of  an  exchange  of  literary 
and  scientific  wealih  with  tha  institutiona  of  En 
rope  and  Anierica,  remarks  that  it  is  stated,  that 
Mr.  Vattemare  has  brought  over  with  him  twelvt 
tons!  of  European  publications,  to  be  given  to  the 
various  societies  of  this  country  that  had  previously 
furnished  him  with  the  materials  of  this  exchange. 
In  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  we  find  a 
recommendation  for  a remission  of  all  duties  accru- 
ing under  the  late  tariff'  act,  by  the  next  congress, 
which  we  most  cheerfully  endorse.  Sure  an  in/er- 
national  exchange  of  works  of  art  should  not  bo 
subjected  to  national  duties  of  any  kind.  We  com- 
mend also  the  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  Harr* 
and  Paris  railway  company  on  their  free  passage  of 
Mr.  Vattemare  and  his  precious  freight  to  the  kindly 
consideration  of  similar  companies  in  our  land.  The 
following  is  a translation  ot  the  letter. 

Paris,  6th  May,  1847. 

It  is  at  once  a happiness  and  duty  for  me  to  express 
to  you  the  admiration  inspired  by  your  generous  zeal 
lo  promote  an  intellectual  union  among  peoples.-— 
This  IS  not  only  a scientific  idea,  but  a great  work  of 
humanity,  which  you  are  realizing.  I thank  you 
cordially  for  the  honor  you  do  me  in  believing  that 
I could  find  nothing  more  dear  to  me  than  to  associ- 
ate myself  in  heart  and  in  act  with  the  undertaking. 
Boih  are  entirely  in  your  interest,— I speak  ii  with 
humility,  for  who  has  a right  even  to  allude  to  zeal 
and  I ffbrts  in  presence  of  your  devotion. 

Dispose  of  u-e  then  as  you  may  wish.  If  I can 
be  useful  to  you  in  any  manner  in  France  or  in  Paris, 
with  the  administration  or  with  the  learned,  I will 
relinquish  all  other  business  to  attend  to  your  wishes. 
Say  loo,  lo  the  learned  among  the  Americans  whom 
you  are  about  10  visit,  that  we  shall  be  gratified  ia 
having  direct  knowledge  of  their  labors;  that  if  it 
should  be  agreeable  to  them  lo  send  me  extracts, 
they  can  do  so  through  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  in  London,  who  at  my  request  fias  kindly 
consented  to  become  the  medium  between  us.  1 will 
take  the  greatest  care  in  presenting  such  extracts  to 
our  instituie,  aid  cause  an  account  of  them  to  bs 
pubiI^hed  in  our  paper,  and  will,  just  reciprocity,  I 
shall  lake  pleasure  in  comrounicaiing  to  the  learned 
in  America,  all  interesting  facts  in  science  which 
may  come  to  my  knowledge. 

1 shall  bt  ar  w ith  hvely  satisfaction  of  your  arrival 
in  New  Yoik,  and  1 beg  you  to  accept,  with  best 
wishes  for  a pleasant  voyage,  the  assurance  of  my 
consideration,  affection  and  esteem. 

(Signed.)  M.  J.  LEVERRIER. 

International  exchanges.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  announce,  that  the  temporary  interruption  to 
the  entry  of  the  valuable  publications  brought  from 
France,  by  the  indefatigable  apostle  of  this  signal  im- 
provement in  national  civil  and  commercial  corres- 
pondence, Alexander  Vattemare,  has  been  remov 
ed.  The  idea  of  exacting  upon  such  interchanges 
under  the  tarifif  of  1846,  is  considered  by  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington  as  not  having  been  contemplated 
in  forming  said  law,  and  directions  have  been  given 
accordingly  for  their  admission  free  of  duty. 

TRAITS  of  AMERICAN  CHARACTER  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF 
EUROPEANS. 

The  New  Orleans  National  says  the  peculiarities  of 
our  institutions  make  common  traits  of  character 
which  take  by  surprise  even  those  that  were  familiar 
with  them  through  birth  and  education;  how  must 
they  then  appear  to  those  educated  under  foreign 
governments.  Among  the  volunteers  in  Colonel  Doni- 
phan’s command,  was  a young  man  who  enlisted  to 
keep  from  running  for  the  Missouri  Legislaturel  This 
gave  umbrage  to  his  constituents,  and  his  name  was 
put  up  and  he  was  elected  by  a unanimous  vote.  The 
unfortunate  individual,  who  thus  had  honors  thrust 
upon  him,  while  marching  in  slow  time  with  his  mus- 
ket on  his  shoulder  over  in  Santa  Fe,  ia  suddenly  dis- 
turbed by  the  appearance  of  an  express  from  the  ex- 
ecutive of  Missouri  demanding  of  Col.  Doniphan,  on 
I pains  and  penalties  if  neglected,  the  body  of  a mem- 
ber elect  of  the  Missouri  Legislature,  now  a volunteer 
I in  his  regiment.  The  Colonel  as  a military  man  is 
) obliged  to  obey  his  commander  in  chief;  so  he  orJtr* 
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ed  the  legislator  out  of  the  ranks,  and  told  him  that 
he  must  foot  it  back,  under  a guard,  to  Missouri,  will- 
ingly if  he  would  or  chained  as  a prisoner.  The  re- 
presentative vented  imprecations  upon  his  constituents 
and  upon  his  sovereign  state,  and  took  the  buck  track 
home  perfectly  disgusted  with  his  popularity  at  the 
polls.  Another  private  in  Col.  Doniphan’s  command, 
now  in  California,  has  been  elected  to  congress.  Thus 
it  is,  ouc  institutions  make  it  consistent  for  the  Ame- 
rican citizen  to  occupy  everyplace  under  govern- 
ment, whether  distinguished  or  obscure,  and  each, 
alike,  shed  honor  if  faithfully  fulfilled. 

New  fire  arm.  We  witnessed  some  experiments 
on  Saturday,  made  with  a new  piece  of  musketry — 
we  had  almost  said  ordnance — recently  completed 
at  the  U S.  Armory,  in  this  town;  got  up  as  an  ex- 
periment by  Maj:  Ripley,  from  a model  prepared  by 
Mr.  Cyrus  Buckland,  the  skilful  master  machinist  of 
the  armory.  It  is  called  a Wall  Rifle,  and  is  the  first 
piece  of  the  kind  ever  manufactured  in  the  United 
States.  The  length  of  the  barrel  is  36  inches,  cali- 
bre 3-4  inc.;  diameter  at  the  breech,  2 1-4  inc.;  diam- 
eter at  the  muzzle  1 3-4  inc.;  weight  of  barrel  38  lbs., 
and  of  the  whole  piece,  about  35  lbs.  The  charge 
of  powder  was  1 78  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the 
balls  or  slugs,  2 1-4  oz.  A piece  of  canvass,  7 1-4 
by  8 1-2  feet,  with  a painted  ring  in  the  centre  14 
inc.  in  diameter,  was  pierced  by  the  balls  at  a dis- 
tance of  half  a mile,  21  times  in  24,  three  of  them 
piercing  the  ring  in  the  cenlre.  The  rifle  is  designed 
for  light  mounting  upon  a wall  or  parapet,  or  even 
upon  the  back  of  a horse  or  mule,  whence  it  might 

!do  formidable  execution  upon  the  straggling  troops  or 
recoimoitering  parties  of  an  enemy. 

[Springfield  (Mass.)  Gax. 

“The  United  States  Gazette,”  which  for  the  last 
j twenty  five  years  has  been  edited  at  Philadelphia,  by 
j Joseph  R.  Chandler  Esq.,  recognized  on  all  hands  as 
I amongst  the  ablest  of  the  editorial  corps  in  this 
I country,  is  from  the  1st  inst.  associated  with  the 
i Mm-th  American,  and  will  in  future  be  issued  under 
( the  title  of  The  Murth  Ameiican  and  U.  States  Gazette, 
j edited  by  Messrs.  Graham  & McMichael. 

, Mr.  Chandler  we  understand  received  $45,000  for 
I his  interest  in  the  Gazette — an  interest  which  was 
* mainly  built  up  by  his  own  admirable  tact,  talent 
f and  indefatigable  industry.  Whilst  we  sincerely  re- 
I'  gret  to  lose  from  the  corps  such  a standard  bearer 
as  he  has  been,  we  rejoice  that  his  labours  have  yield- 
ed something  substantial  for  future  comfort,  as 
well  as  laurels  on  which  he  may  repo.se,  that  few  can 
rival.  He  has  been  signally  instrumental  in  eleva- 
, ting  the  character  of  our  daily  journals.  His  exam- 
ple as  well  as  his  precepts  will  have  influence  for 
time  to  come. 

Magnetic  Telegraph.  The  proprietors  of  Morse’s 
telegraph,  and  the  Cincinnati  trustees,  who  are  con- 
structing a line  under  contract  with  Mr.  O’Reiley, 
have  been  at  issue  for  some  time,  and  the  dispute 
has  sadly  delayed  the  erection.  There  was  a prob- 
ability until  a few  days  ago,  that  a compromise  would 
be  effected.  That  hope  is  gone — all  the  proprietors, 
the  Cincinnati  Gazette  says,  except  Mr.  Smith,  were 
for  the  compromise.  Mr.  S.  has  become  somehow 
possessed  of  the  control  of  the  western  line  and  in- 
terest, and  holds  on.  Mr.  O’Reiley  determines  to  be 
delayed  no  longer,  but  is  “going  ahead,”  and  parties 
are  busy  planting  posts.  Zanesville  was  reached  on  the 
25th  ult.,  Columbus  on  the  26th  by  the  party  marking 
the  position  for  planting  posts.  At  Steubenville  a 
party  were  planting  posts  on  the  25th. 

A line  of  telegraph  is  about  to  be  constructed  to 
connect  Halifax  with  Boston.  By  this  means  intel- 
ligence will  be  received  so  soon  as  the  steamers  reach 
Halifax,  in  the  meantime,  a chain  of  signals,  ex- 
tending from  hill  top  to  hill  top  is  perceived  to  be  in 
operation,  no  doubt  by  speculators,  between  those  two 
places.  The  Belfast,  (Maine)  Journal,  says;  “From 
the  Schoodic  hills,  from  the  Cherry-field  hills,  from 
Bluehill  and  from  some  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
town,  perhaps  as  far  west  as  Montville,  these  signal 
or  telegraphic  lights  have  been  observed.  The  indi- 
vidual stationed  at  Bluehill  hails  from  New  York,  and 
that  Ls  all  the  inquisitiveness  of  the  Bluehillites  can 
discover.  He  prepares  his  fireworks  at  the  public 
house,  and  of  two  colors;  one  of  which  is  bloodred, 
the  other  a light  color.  At  night  he  goes  upon  the 
topmast  summit  of  Bluehill  mountain  and  watches 
for  a signal  from  the  east,  when  he  throws  up  two 


lights,  and  is  answered  by  lights  somewhere  in  this 
vicinity.  The  gentleman  says  the  signal  has  been 
seen  for  a distance  of  seventy  miles.” 

NAVAL  JOURNAL. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  addressed  a letter 
to  Capt.  Stringham,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  reques- 
ting him  to  tender  to  Midshipman  Philip  C.  Johnson, 
and  seamen  John  Richardson,  the  thanks  of  the  de- 
partment for  their  gallant  and  praiseworthy  conduct, 
in  saving  at  the  risk  of  their  own  lives  the  life  of  a 
fellow  seaman  who  had  fallen  overboard.  Secretary 
Mason  remaks  in  his  letter:  “They  have  been  alrea- 
dy rewarded  by  the  consciousness  of  having  saved 
the  life  of  a fellow  creature.  Such  an  act  is  as  meri- 
torious as  daring  exploits  in  battle.” 


FOREIGN. 


great  BRITAIN. 

The  steamer  Caledonia  left  Liverpool  the  19th 
June  and  reached  Boston  on  the  1st  July,  bringing 
accounts  of  a further  decline  in  the  prices  of  bread 
stufla,  and  an  advance  in  the  price  of  cotton.  A 
brief  synopsis  of  the  markets  carefully  compiled  will 
be  found  under  our  head  of“Tradeand  Commerce.” 

Parliament — The  Liverpool  Times  of  June  19  says: 
“The  days  of  the  present  parliament  drag  their  slow 
length  along.  The  lOih  of  July  has  been  named  for 
the  dissolution;  but  whether  it  will  take  place  on  that 
particular  day,  must  depend  mainly  on  the  state  of 
the  public  business,  and  other  circumstances  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  But  terminate  when  it  will,  one 
thing  is  unquestionable,  namely,  that  the  expiring 
representative  body  have  performed  some  of  the  most 
extraordinary  feats  in  the  annals  of  legislation. — 
There  is  hardly  an  instance  on  record  where  the 
embodied  voice  of  the  country,  elected  for  the  advo- 
cacy and  maintenance  of  a particular  line  of  policy, 
has  so  thouroughly  stultified  itself,  not  only  by  not 
carrying  out  the  principles  for  which  it  was  elected, 
but  for  promoting  the  triumph  and  adoption  of  prin- 
ciples in  every  respect  the  very  reverse.  Necessity 
is  a stern  monitor;  and  those  who  cannot  bend  to 
her  behests  are  unlitto  guide  the  councils  of  a nation 
or  make  laws  for  human  society.  How  potent  is  the 
agency  of  nature  in  reducing  to  chaos  the  boasted 
dogmas  of  human  wisdom!  Hovy  many  converts  to 
free  trade  did  the  potato  blight  proJuce — how  many, 
in  consequence  of  that  visitation,  were  compelled  to 
abandon  the  cherished  theories  of  years?  The  par- 
liament whose  end  is  rapidly  approaching,  may  be 
said,  all  things  considered,  to  have  sanctioned  some 
of  the  most  important  measures  on  the  statute  books. 
Other  Parliaments  may  have  enfranchised  the  peo- 
ple, liberated  the  slave,  and  crushed  religious  dis- 
tinctions; but  the  one  which  is  now  flickering  towards 
Its  end  has  had  the  rare  merit  of  being  practical  in 
its  doings,  and  disinterested  in  its  aims.  It  has  com- 
passed the  world  in  its  hearty  embrace,  and  made 
nations,  like  men,  the  best,  truest,  and  most  di.sin- 
terested  friends  of  each  other. 

Ministers  arc  rapidly  winding  up  the  business  of 
the  session.  Certain  railways  before  parliament  are 
to  be  allowed  to  “suspend”  their  bills  and  to  resume 
them  in  the  new  house  at  the  point  where  they  were 
discontinued.  The  corn  and  navigation  matters  to  be 
suspended  until  March  next,  and  other  symptoms  are 
daily  exhibited,  showing  the  anxiety  felt  in  high 
quarters  for  bringing  the  bu-iness  to  a close. 

The  candidates  at  the  coming  election  want  a ‘cry.’ 
It  seems  likely  to  be  provided  in  the  shape  of  a “No 
Popery”  one.  'I'he  great  questions  which  agitated 
men’s  minds  have  gone  to  sleep — been  settled  as  com- 
fortably as  the  most  peaceable  could  desire.  Political 
panaceas  have  ceased  to  interest — to  stimulate.  The 
tribunes  of  the  people,  resting  on  their  oars,  have 
nothing  to  propose,  and  all  the  distinctions  which  set 
the  world  by  the  ears  have  lost  vitality.  In  this 
painful  dilemma,  those  who  love  excitement  have 
become  barren  in  invention  and  resources.  The 
great  puliiiciaiis  are  separated  by  so  thin  a partition 
Uial  Englishmen  care  little  whether  Peel  or  Russell 
is  to  be  the  arbitrator  of  ibeir  d-stiuies.  'J'his  is  the 
finest  opportunity  possible  for  “beating  the  drum  ec- 
clesiastic.’' It  already  sounds  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  There  is  something  so  inspiring 
about  religion — something  which  comes  so  directly 
hume  to  the  bosom  of  every  man  about  the  “happy 
homes  and  altars  free"  of  his  native  land,  that  igno- 
rance may  s'and  excused  for  feeling  enthusiasm, 
when  all  the  old  hackneyed  themes  are  raked  up  to 
•ppeal  to  his  prejudices,  and  the  historical  reminis- 
cences of  by  gone  centuries  are  awakened  in  order 
to  look  upon  his  neighbor  of  a diOerent  creed  as  a 
moral  assassin.  In  ibis  praiseworthy  weakness,  the 
parsons  find  their  sireiigUi;  and  hence  the  reason  why 
the  impending  contents  promises  lobe  prolific  in  that 


semblance  of  purity  wnioh  gives  interest  to  a con- 
test. Already,  Liverpool  has  lost  one  of  the  best 
business  men  in  parliament — Lord  Sandon.  He  en- 
tered the  councils  of  the  nation  a protectionist.  But 
as  such  a mind  could  not  remain  blind  to  passing 
events,  he  has  terminated  sixteen  years  of  parlia- 
mentary life  by  becoming  a free  trader,  and  adopting 
more  liberal  views  about  religious  toleration.  The 
bigots  could  pardon  the  first  oOence,  as  regards 
the  untaxed  transit  of  the  eartii’s  fruits  from  one 
climate  or  one  hemisphere  to  another — but,  worse 
still,  the  early  thraldom  of  past  years  has  left  him, 
and  he  is  content  to  let  Jew,  Heathen,  and  Papist 
find  their  respective  ways  to  Heaven  as  they  like 
best.  For  this  he  has  resigned;  and  although  a num- 
ber of  his  supporters  desire  his  re-election,  for  this 
he  is  to  be  opposed.  To  the  credit,  however,  of  the 
modern  Tyre,  a number  of  influential  men  of  all 
sects,  have  conspired  to  retain  his  lordship’s  services. 
The  consequence  is,  that  liberality  is  at  issue  with 
certain  brawlers  of  the  church,  and  it  is  yet  uncer- 
tain which  will  triumph  at  the  hustings.  In  this  re- 
spect Liverpool  is  only  a type  of  other  constituencies. 
Many  men  whose  minds  enable  them  to  soar  beyond 
the  cant  of  the  day,  will  be  served  as  the  bigots  de- 
sire to  serve  Lord  Sandon,  unless  there  is  sufficient 
intelligence  in  the  electors  to  put  down  such  morbid 
prejudices.  The  result  will  shortly  be  seen. 

Emigration  project.  VVe  alluded  in  our  last  to  the 
emigration  project  so  ably  evolved  by  Lord  Lincoln 
in  his  recent  speech  before  the  house  of  commons. — 
A growing  conviction  exists  that  the  subject,  in  all 
its  bearings,  is  one  with  which  Sir  Robert  Peel  will 
not  hesitate  to  grasp  when  he  is  again  called  to 
power — an  event,  in  all  probability,  much  nearer 
than  many  persons  imagine. 

Hudson's  Bay  Company.  The  fact  asserted  in  the 
following  paragraph,  copied  from  the  London  He- 
rald, of  May  15,  has  sufficient  importance  toawaki  fl 
an  interests  among  our  own  peoplo. 

A most  important  document  has  been  brought  un- 
der our  notice— namely,  a memorial  that  has  been 
presented  to  the  secretary  for  the  colonies,  by  cer- 
tain residents  within  the  territory  claimed  by  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  complaining  of  grievances 
which,  if  correctly  represented,  cannot  in  the  present 
age  be  allowed  to  rstnaLn  longer  unredressed.  A 
similar  representation  has  been  made  by  petition  to 
her  Majesty,  which  will,  no  doubt,  command  atten- 
tion, as  an  abuse  of  usurped  power  is  there  set  forth 
which  cannot  fail  to  demand  correction.  We  may  at  a 
future  time  advert  to  the  particulars,  but  at  present 
our  object  is  to  direct  atleniion  to  the  extraordinary 
fact,  lately  discovered,  that  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com- 
pany has  no  legal  existence  in  the  form  that  has  been 
hitherto  supposed,  to  justify  the  sway  they  have  ex- 
orcised in  a corporate  capacity.  The  charter  they 
held  by  was  received  from  Charles  II,  and  sanctioned 
afterward  by  act  of  parliament  only  for  seven  years, 
which  acl  expired  in  1697,  and  has  never  been  re- 
newed. The  discovery  of  this  fact  has,  we  are  in- 
formed, produced  a very  strong  sensation,  and  the 
whole  case  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  Earl 
Grey.  It  involves  considerations  of  vast  importance, 
both  in  a commercial  and  political  point  of  view, 
when  we  consider  the  neighbors  with  whom  we  have 
to  deal  with  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  publisher  of  a London  weekly  Journal  a short 
lime  since  plackarded  the  city  with  large  bills  an- 
nouncing the  "death  of  the  American  leader.  General 
Taylor,"  and  referring  to  his  paper  as  containing  the 
particulars,  thereby  creating  a sale  for  it,  when  the 
7'eal  fact  announced  was  the  death  of  a negro's  horse 
at  New  Orleans,  which  was  the /eadcr  ol  his  team, 
and  which  bad  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  the 
gallant  general. 

A prtposal  to  form  a colony  in  Vancouver’s  Is- 
land, on  the  west  coast  of  Norm  America,  has  been 
extensively  circulated  in  England.  This  Island  lies 
between  48°  and  52°  N.  latitude,  and  is  included  in 
that  part  ol  Oregon  alloled  to  Great  Britain  by  th* 
late  treaty.  It  is  about  260  miles  long,  and  50  to 
60  wide,  containing  abjut  15,000  square  miles. 

Ireland.  The  fever  still  coniiiiues  to  make  sad 
ravages.  The  accounts  which  come  to  band  from 
the  principal  cities,  more  especially  from  those  in 
the  south  and  south  western  parts  of  the  Island,  are 
painlully  distressing.  The  mortality  is,  of  course, 
principally  confined  to  the  humbler  classes,  but  oihara 
higher  in  the  scale  ol  society  are  occasionally  the 
victims  of  the  infection.  Numerous  cases  of  rot- 
beries  and  murders  are  delailed. 

francs. 

The  vintage  as  well  as  the  grain  and  potato  crop 
in  France  promise  unusual  returns. 

Scientific  examination  of  the  potato  disease.  The 
French  Government  has  ordered  that  scientific  men 
in  all  the  departments  shall  examine  microscopically, 
every  lorlnight,  the  growing  potatoes  in  the  several 
districts,  w ith  a view  to  discover  if  itie  plant  be  again 
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tsirited  an(^  the  cause,  if  such  a calamity  apain  rise. 

JVlnrsl-.il  Grovrhy.  who  commanded  the  French  corps 
dartiut,  ' liich  was  destined  to  employ  the  Prussian 
arm;,  while  Napoleon  attacked  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington at  Waterleo,  died  lately  at  St.  Etienne,  on 
the  Loire,  in  his  82d  year. 

The  archduke  Charles  of  Austria,  the  competitor 
of  Bonaparte  at  Essling,  Asperne,  &c.  died  a few 
weeks  before. 

Emilie  de  Girarden,  editor  of  the  Paris  Presse, 
was  arrested  for  libel  in  insinuating  that  sales  had 
been  made  of  titles  to  peerage,  and  was  bound  over 
to  appear  for  trial  on  tbe  22d  of  June. 

ITALY. 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier  and 
Enquirer  writes  dated  Rome,  25lh  April,  1847. 

Great  events  have  happened  here  in  Italy  since 
my  last  letter.  All  the  Italians  clamor  for  liberty — 
all  are  anxious  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  tyrannical 
Austrian.  Some  of  the  Italian  petty  princes,  fearing 
for  their  crowns,  have  allied  themselves  to  Austria,  in 
order  to  rule  more  securely  over  their  states.  Next 
the  King  of  Piedmont,  and  the  Pope  of  Rome,  have 
learned  that  it  belongs  to  them  to  free  Italy,  and 
unite  this  divided  country;  Austria  puls  forth  the 
most  active  and  infamous  means  of  interference.  She 
has  excited  Jesuits  and  monks  to  conspire  against  the 
life  of  the  new  Pope,  and  is  sending  strong  armies 
to  invade  all  the  Borlh  of  Italy  and  Piedmont. 

In  Pii^a  a secret  conference  has  been  lately  had 
between  the  Dukes  of  Tuscany,  Lucca  and  Modena; 
and  these  personages  have  decided  to  call  upon  Aus- 
tria for  aid  at  the  first  outbreak  of  popular  violence: 
and  whenever  that  may  lake  place,  civil  war  will 
exist  in  Italy.  The  Jesuits  are  used  as  the  secret 
agents  of  .Austria  in  opposing  the  reforms  and  liberal 
measures  of  the  Pope,  but  all  their  plots  have  been 
discovered  and  will  be  thwarted.  The  bell  of  the 
Sicilian  vesper  will  ring  soon,  not  only  for  the  Aus- 
trian but  for  all  the  monastic  orders  of  Jesuits, 
Franciscans,  Dominicans  and  other  Friars  who  have 
put  themselves  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  new 
pontiff.  A conspiracy  against  the  Pope,  set  on  foot 
by  Austria,  has  been  iliscovered  by  the  police  of  Ra- 
venna which  found  and  arrested  the  conspirators  in 
the  woods,  with  writings  upon  them,  disclosing  their 
purpose.  Many  of  them  were  priests,  Jesuits  and 
Friars;  the  others  were  employers  of  the  late  Pope, 
and  many  among  them  were  Austrians.  Those  who 
escaped  have  been  well  received  by  the  Austrian 
Government. 

The  King  of  Naples  would  gladly  ally  himself 
with  Austria,  but  he  hesitates,  because  he  knows 
how  dangerous  such  a course  would  be  in  the  event 
of  a general  revolution  in  the  Peninsula. 

In  Milan  and  Venice  several  gentlemen  have  been 
arrested  for  having  in  their  possession  copies  of  Gio- 
berli’s  work  on  the  Jesuits.  Among  whom  is  Signor 
Narniari  a relative  of  one  of  the  members  of  the 
American  Christian  Alliance.  Nothing  has  been 
heard  of  them  for  several  months:  but  it  is  supposed 
that  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Spielberg. 

Another  interesting  item  of  news  is  that  De  Lam 
menais  of  France,  has  returned  to  the  church  of 
Rome— this  is  not  certain,  but  1 have  heard  it  men- 
tioned in  some  circles, 

Italy  bids  lair  to  enjoy  ere  long  some  decided  ad- 
vance in  politics  and  in  commerce.  1 have  never 
before  seen  the  Italians  so  united  and  so  deeply  anx-i 
ous  for  the  good  of  their  country,  as  they  are  at  pre- 
sent. Theie  is  no  doubt  that  a great  revolution  will 
take' place  sooner  or  later — not  excited,  as  hitherto, 
by  secret  and  partial  societies,  but  by  the  presence 
ot  tyranny  and  the  demand  for  liberty,  by  the  union 
and  strength  of  the  people.  All  look  upon  the  Pope 
as  destined  to  be  the  saviour  of  his  country. 

Reform  in  Rome.  The  writer  above  quoted  proceeds 
m saj “Id  Rome,  through  the  agency  of  the  Aus- 

trian ambassador,  the  public  press  held  under  a rigid 
censorship,  and  the  printers  to  the  number  of  400, 
led  by  the  famous  writer  Massino  d’  Azeglio,  went 
to  the  Quirinale  and  refused  to  oonlinue  their  labors 
under  the  severe  supervision  that  existed.  The  next 
day  the  Pope  nominated  three  censors,  all  liberal  and 
wise  men.  The  joy  ol  the  people  was  great;  and  the 
press  still  continues  to  be  as  liberal  as  before.  It  is 
said  that  after  this  event  Pius  IX  sent  word  to  the 
Ambassador  “to  say  to  his  master  that  he  is  not  in 
want  of  any  advice;”  and  ‘‘tell  him,”  Ssid  he,  “that 
1 do  not  fear  him.” 

Tbe  25th  ol  March  is  kept  as  a great  holyday  in 
Rome.  The  Austrian  ambassador  sent  word  to  tbe 
Pope  that  his  people  were  disaffected,  and  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  for  him  lo  venture  into  the  streets. 
The  Pope,  suspecting  an  Austrian  trick,  sent  secret 
niessengers  among  the  people,  to  ascertain  their  dis 
position.  They  brought  intelligence  to  the  palace 
that  the  people  were  quiet  and  contented.  The  Pope, 
naturally  iiiuignaut  at  the  attempt  lo  inti.midate  and 
deceive  him  went  into  the  slreels  on  foot;  and  as 


oon  as  he  appeared  in  the  Sauare  of  the  Vatican, 

!!  the  crowd  cried  “Ccurage,  courage  Plus,  IX; — 
fear  nothing!  don't  listen  to  .Austria!  confide  in  thy 
people." 

1 believe  that  you  have  heard  that  the  Cardinal 
Gizzi  declined  to  be  secretary  of  stale,  and  the  Pope 
refused  to  accept  his  resignation.  The  result  of  this 
has  been  a conspiracy  against  the  Pope,  as  you  will 
see  soon.  Cardinals  Gizzi,  Bufi'ondi,  legate  of  Ra- 
venna, and  Ruscona  pro-legate  of  Ancona,  resigned 
their  charges;  but  ai  the  Pope  refused  to  accept 
their  resignations,  they  demanded  the  discharge  of 
Lambruschini  from  all  political  affairs,  as  well  as  that 
ol  all  the  employees  of  Gregory  XVI,  as  partisans  of 
Austria  and  enemies  to  all  reforms.  The  Pope  grant- 
ed their  demands.  Another  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  Cardinal  Gizzi  and  Pius  IX,  has  been 
caused  by  the  partisans  of  the  late  Pope,  who  forged 
the  signature  of  the  Cardinal  and  having  been  disco- 
vered fled.  A fanatical  priest  had  preached  at  Pesaro 
against  the  new  Pope,  calling  hina  an  anii-Catbolic, 
a republican,  a partisan  of  “Young  Italy  " &o. 

The  Cardinal  Feretti,  who  caused  him  to  be  ar- 
rested, received,  after  a few  days,  a letter  from 
Rome,  with  the  signature  of  Gizzi.  directing  the 
priest  to  be  set  at  liberty.  Cardinal  Feretti  wrote  to 
the  Pope,  asking  how  the  Cardinal,  Secretary  of 
State,  could  demand  the  release  of  a prisoner  without 
the  permission  of  his  Holiness.  The  Pope  sent  for 
Gizzi,  and  upon  comparing  notes,  they  both  were 
surprised  to  find  the  signature  a forgery.  Another 
priest  who  abused  the  Pope  in  public  has  been  mob- 
bed and  I believe  killed,  at  Zeuza  by  the  people. — 
Lately  the  Cardinal  Feretti,  while  going  to  mass, 
heard  that  his  orders  had  not  been  fulfilled  at  Fano. 
He  at  once  laid  aside  his  church  dress,  and  on  horse- 
back with  200  soldiers  he  marched  with  sword  in 
hand  on  the  place. 

As  many  demands  had  been  made  from  different 
cities  of  the  Roman  States  to  have  a national  guard, 
the  Pope  promised  to  grant  it,  and  has  nominated  as 
General  in  chief,  Signor  Armandi,  Minister  of  War 
in  the  revolution  of  1831.  The  new  Pope  has  also 
summoned  lo  Rome  delegates  from  all  the  cities 
and  Signori  Orioli  and  Salvani,lwo  great  statesmen, 
have  been  commissioned  to  organize  a constitution. 

SOUTH  .AMERICA. 

The  Rio  Plate.  A Montevideo  letter  of  7th  May 
says — The  French  steamer  Cassini  arrived  here  on 
the  night  of  the  5lh,  from  Toulon,  via  Bahia,  with 
the  French  Minister,  the  Count  Valesky,  who  with 
Lord  Howden,  is  to  settle  the  river  La  Plate  ques- 
tions; be  landed  on  the  Glh,  and  held  a cunlereiice 
with  the  Baron  Detfuudis,  to  whom  he  handed  two 
letters — one  from  his  Majesty,  Louis  Philippe;  the 
other  from  Mons.  Guizot,  informing  him  that  his 
mission  to  the  river  had  terminated. 

We  learn  that  the  Baron  will  embark  on  board  of 
one  of  the  vessels  of  war  in  a few  days.  Admiral 
Lane  is  relieved  by  Gom.Predour  andCapt.  Divesso. 

Defi'endis  and  Larrie  depart  for  France  very  soon 
together. 

The  Cassine  left  the  Rattier  steamer  with  Lord 
Handen  at  Bahia  on  the  26lh  ult.  lo  follow  in  48 
hours,  and  as  she  has  nut  made  her  appearance  here 
it  is  possible  she  has  passed  on  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  proposals  lo  be  offered  General  Rosas  for  the 
settlement  of  existing  difficulties  are  said  to  be  based 
upon  the  arrangemenireulered  into  by  Mr.  Hood, 
viz:  the  blockade  to  be  raised  forthwith — a general 
armistice — the  Argentine  troops  to  be  withdrawn 
from  this  Province. 

All  foreigners  lo  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  Independence  of  the  Oriental  Republic  to  be 
guarantied,  and  lastly  an  untrammelled  and  free  elec 
lion  for  president.  Rumor  says  that  the  English  and 
French  Governments  will  not  eunsenlto  the  election 
of  either  Rivera  or  Oribe,  as  they  are  considered  the 
common  disturbers. 

Accounts  from  Montevideo  to  9lh  May,  by  the  Af- 
lon  at  Philadelphia,  are  published  in  the  North  Ame- 
rican. They  represent  that  huslilities  will  cuinmue 
oelween  the  Banda  Oriental  and  iJuenus  Ayreao 
Governments.  The  English  and  French  fleet,  con- 
sisting of  eight  or  ten  vessels,  enforced  the  blockade, 
and  were  at  anchor  in  ttie  outer  Roads. 

Tbe  Mi. lister  appointed  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment lo  arrange  ibe  difficulties  between  the  belli- 
gerents arrived  at  Moolevideo  on  the  5lh  May,  and 
left  for  Buenos  Ayres.  A French  Commodore  had 
also  arrived,  and  took  charge  of  the  squadron. 

The  country,  owing  lo  the  protracted  hostilities,  it 
repraseated  as  beiii|  in  a deptoraote  condnion;  bu- 
siness completely  paralyzed,  and  murders  were  of 
daily  occurrence  in  the  slreels  of  Montevideo. 

BRAZIL  AND  BUENOS  AYRES. 

The  accounts  from  Brazil,  by  the  brig  Granite  at 
Boston,  to  tbe  eflect  that  tbe  Brazilian  guvernraeBi 
were  making  active  preparations  lor  vvar  vvilb  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  and  that  iroops  were  daily  arriving  at 


Rio  Geande,  and  proceedini'  to  the  frontier.',  lead  _ 
lo  the  ccnclusiL.r;  that  a war  bcti'.vsr.  the  tv/c  govem- 
meiits  was  inevilable. 

EUROPE. 

The  wcether  hts  been  as  favorable  to  crops  ■« 
could  be  desired.  In  England,  Ireland,  and  on  the 
continent,  every  appearance  indicates  an  early  and 
an  abundant  harvest,  and  although  too  early  to  predi- 
cate upon  the  potato  crop,  yet  from  the  appearances 
the  hope  is  widely  entertained  that  what  have  been 
planted,  will  succeed  well.  There  are  croakers 
however  who  predict  a failure  again.  In  the  south 
of  Europe  where  potatoes  failed  last  season,  they 
have  now  a early  potatoes  and  no  rot. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Beet  and  forces  of  the  Portuguese  Junta  un- 
der the  command  of  Easantas,  consisting  of  18  ships 
of  war  and  3,500  men,  surrendered  unconditionally 
to  the  English  blockading  squadron,  off  Oporto,  on 
the  31st  May. 

GERMANY. 

A Berlin  letter  of  the  19th  uit.  informs  us,  that 
the  general  diet  had  just  passed  a vote,  with  only 
three  dissentients,  in  favor  of  a project  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  diS'erentiai  duties,  as  an  encourge- 
ment  to  the  mercantile  navy,  and  has  also  declared 
in  favor  of  a new  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  linen 
and  cotton  thread,  with  a stipulalion  for  the  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  in  case  of  re-exportation. 

The  emigration  from  this  country  to  the  U.  States 
continues  on  a truly  gigantic  scale.  It  will  this  year 
far  exceed  that  ot  any  previous  year. 

RUSSIA. 

Emancipating  slaves  by  thousands. — A number  of 
the  Democratic  Pacifique  received  by  the  Cambria, 
contains  a highly  interesting  letter  from  its  corres- 
pondent at  St.  Petersburg,  dated  I3th  of  May,  from 
which  It  appears  that  the  work  of  abolishing  slavery 
in  Russia  has  just  taken  a vast  step,  thanks  to  the 
generosity,  as  noble  as  it  was  unexpected,  of  M. 
Ruminn,  one  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  that 
country.  Yielding  to  the  impulse  of  a noble  heart, 
this  wealthy  individual  has  suddenly  granted  com- 
plete enfranchisement  to  eight  thousand  serfs  of  both 
sexes,  who  belonged  lo  him  in  the  governments  of 
Nijni  and  Riazan,  and  what  is  more  admirable  in 
his  conduct  is,  that  completing  his  work  of  charily, 
he  has  abandoned  to  this  population,  restored  to  lib- 
erty by  him,  for  a trifling  rent,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
domains  over  which  they  are  diflused.  This  double 
deed  of  charily  has  moreover  been  accomplished 
with  a siinpiiciiy  which  still  farther  enhances  its 
merit. 

“On  the  departure  of  M.  Lurainn  from  the  do- 
mains which  he  had  just  so  generously  ceded,  all  the 
liberated  serfs,  with  the  exception  ol  the  sick,  rush- 
ed in  a mass  to  accompany  him  whom  they  lately 
called  their  master,  but  whom  they  now  called  their 
father,  even  beyond  the  territory  in  which  his  do- 
mains are  situated. 

“Wnen  the  hour  of  separation  at  length  arrived, 
It  was  not  to  eight  thousand  persons  merely  that  M. 
Ruminn  had  to  address  his  thanks  and  adieus,  but 
lo  twenty  thousand  persons,  belonging  to  the  popu- 
lation of  other  villages,  who  all  aroused  by  the  echo 
of  this  great  deed  of  humanity,  had  come  to  crowd 
around  the  generous  liberator. 

“If  we  joj^lhis  new  fact  to  the  efforts  already 
made  for  the  abolition  of  bondage  in  Russia,  by  the 
Prince  Woronzoff,  tne  Count  Protasoff,  and  M.  Ko- 
logrivoft’,  and  especially  to  the  powerful  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  sovereign  himself,  may  we  not 
at  last  hope  shortly  lo  see  the  day  of  liberty  dawn  tor 
so  many  thousands  of  men  who  still  furnish  the 
odious  spectacle  of  slavery  in  the  bosom  of  a christiaa 
and  civilized  nation.'” 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  democratic  party  of  Geneva  has  just  obtained 
a great  triumph — the  new  radical  constitution  has 
been  accepted  by  the  people,  by  5547  votes  against 
3187.  The  vole  has  been  received  with  every  de 
monstration  of  joy. 

EGYPT. 

Molition  of  slavery.— 'I'he  Impartial,  of  Smyrna, 
slates  that  the  Egyptian  goveruinent  has  recently 
promulgated  a law  lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  after 
Uie  space  of  fifty  days.  At  the  slave  mart  there  was 
in  consequeniie  a decline  in  prices  of  sixty  per  cent. 
No  sales  could  be  made,  as  after  this  interval  of  50 
days,  every  slave  will  be  free  lo  slay  with  or  to  leave 
his  present  owner  at  pleasure. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


New  York. — Executive  session. — The  governor 
having  by  proclamation  convened  the  state  senate, 
they  assembled  at  Albany  accordingly  on  the  1st  of 
July,  « hen  the  governor  sent  them  a message  nomi- 
nating Samuel  Beardsley,  as  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  vice  Bronson;  Frederick  Whittle- 
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»BT  as  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  vice  Jewett  ap- 
pointed to  the  court  of  appeals,  and  /Marcos  T.  Rey- 
nolds judge  of  the  supreme  court,  vice  Beardsley, 
appointed  chief  judge;  all  of  which  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

A number  ol  other  nominations  were  also  made 
and  confirmed — amongst  them,  Chester  Howe,  of 
Cattaraugus,  as  attorney  for  the  Seneca  Indians;  and 
the  following — 

Maj.  generals — 2d  division,  Aaron  Ward;  .3d,  John 
Taylor  Cooper;  4th,  Orville  Clark;  5th,  Lewis  Ave- 
rill;  6th,  Samuel  Comstock;  7th,  John  P.  Couch;  8lh, 
Nelson  Randall. 

New  Jersey. — The  former  residence  of  Joseph  Jfa- 
poleon  Bonaparte,  ex-king  of  Spain  near  Bordentowu 
on  the  Delaware,  together  with  the  splendidly  im- 
proved grounds  attached  thereto,  was  sold  at  auction 
on  the  26ih  ult.,for  $30,500.  Thomas  Richards,  esq., 
of  Philadelphia  was  the  purchaser.  The  building 
itself  is  said  to  have  cost  $60,000.  The  furniture, 
painting,  sculpture,  &c.,  sold  at  the  same  lime  it  is 
•ait  at  about  half  their  value.  The  paintings  brought 
from  $10  to  $1,050.  Two  lions  and  a fawn  by  Ru- 
bens sold  for  the  largest  sum.  ‘‘Nativity  of  our  Sa- 
viour,” by  Raphael  Moengs,  brought  $1,000;  'he 
portrait  of  a dog,  by  Hackerts,  brought  $210.  The 
picture  of  Napoleon  crossing  the  Alps,  by  David, 
the  proprietors  refused  to  put  up  unless  the  sum  of 
$6,000  was  bid  for  it.  As  no  person  present  was 
willing  to  bid  that  sum  it  was  passed,  and  will  be 
sent  to  Europe. 

Centennial  anniversary  of  the  college  of  Jfew  Jersey. 
The  centennial  exercises  at  Nassau  Hall,  Princeton, 
took  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  last  week, 
on  which  occasion  the  town  was  filled  with  strangers 
from  the  surrounding  and  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  classes  represented  extended  back  as  far 
as  that  of  1787,  of  which  class  Nathaniel  R.  Snow- 
den, of  Virginia,  was  present.  Among  the  guests 
who  participated  in  the  festival  we  notice  the  names 
of  Vice  President  Dallas;  Chief  Justice  Booth,  and 
Chancellor  Jones,  of  Delaware;  Judge  Grier,  Judge 
Jones,  and  Senator  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania;  Gov- 
ernor Stratton,  Senators  Dayton  and  Miller,  the 
Chancellor  and  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jewsey,  Judge 
Nevins,  Judge  Dickerson.  Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson, 
Hon.  Silas  Condit,  Rev.  David  English,  Rev.  N.  S. 
Prime,  and  many  other  venerable  graduates;  also. 
Bishop  Doane,  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Baird,  Profes- 
sor Olmsted,  and  several  other  representatives  of 
learned  institutions.  Governor  Penniugton,  Governor 
Ha  ines,  arid  other  ex-governora  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  &c. 

The  literary  exercises  were  begun  by  the  dedica- 
tion of  a new  law  school,  Mr.  Hornblower,  late 
chief  justice,  and  Messrs.  James  S.  Green  and  R.  S. 
Field  are  to  be  the  professors.  H.  W.  Green,  the 
present  chief  justice,  delivered  the  address,  and  Dr. 
James  W.  Alexander  read  the  centennial  discourse. 
On  the  30'.h  sixty  five  youths  were  graduated,  liter- 
ary degrees  were  conferred  on  several  distinguished 
characters,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  about  five  hundred 
of  the  alumni  sat  down  to  a good  dinner  under  a large 
tent.  Everything  passed  of  in  the  most  agreeable 
manner,  and  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  large 
company  present. 

Pennsylvania — Finances. — Th«  August  iniUl- 
ment  for  interest  due  upon  the  state  debt  will  be 
promptly  met  without  dificulty.  The  public  works 
are  yielding  a belter  income  than  heretofore,  and 
place  the  treasury  in  funds. 

Indemnity  for  the  Pennsylvania  Hall. — The  county 
commissioners  in  Philadelphia  have  ordered  the  pay- 
ment of  $47,940 — being  the  full  amount  of  the  final 
award  for  the  destruction  of  the  famous  Pennsylva- 
nia Hall,  Philadelphia,  by  a mob  some  six  years  ago. 

Maryland. — The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. — The 
negotiations  with  the  Barings  of  London  for  a por- 
tion of  the  funds  designed  to  complete  the  canal  to 
Cumberland,  has  failed.  The  Baltimore  American 
assigns  as  a reason  that  a United  States  engineer  had 
given  an  opinion  that  the  estimates  of  the  company 
and  their  engineers  of  the  cost  of  completing  the 
work  would  not  be  sufficient.  Other  intimations  say, 
that  the  Barings  were  admonished  by  the  sudden 
change  in  monetary  affairs  of  Europe,  the  rapid  rise 
in  the  rate  of  interest  by  the  Bank  of  England,  their 
curtailing  of  discounts,  and  evident  apprehension  of 
a still  greater  reduction  of  bullion  and  specie,  and 
for  these  reasons  were  induced  to  decline  increasing 
the  evil  by  making  investments  in  this  country. 

It  is  now  said  that  the  flush  of  money  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  will  enable  the  company  to  obtain 
the  amount  which  the  Barings  were  expected  to 
have  lurnished— say  $301), UOU,  of  eastern  capitalists. 

A meeting  of  the  aluckboldurs  was  held  at  Balti- 


more on  the  24th  ult.  at  which  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensiling  year: 

President,  James  M.  Coale. 

Directors,  John  Pickell,  of  Baltimore,  Md.;  Sam’l 
P.  Smith,  of  Allegany  co.,  Md  ; Wm.  A.  Bradley,  of,, 
Washington,  D.  C.;  H.  Daingerfield.  of  Alexandria, 
Va.;  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  of  Montgomery  co.,  Md.; 
Geo.  Schley,  of  Washington  co.,  Md. 

Mississippi. — The  administration  stale  convention, 
assembled  at  Jackson  on  the  7th  June,  and  nominat- 
ed the  following  candiilales  for  state  officers: — For 
governor,  Hon.  Joseph  W.  Matthews,  of  Marshall; 
for  secretary  of  state,  Samuel  Stamps,  of  Hinds;  for 
treasurer,  Maj.  Wm.  J.  Austin,  of  Sharon;  for  audi- 
tor, Hon.  Geo.  T.  Swann,  of  Biandon.  R.  W.  Ro- 
berts has  been  nominated  for  re-election  to  congress 
from  the  Jackson  district;  and  a recommendation 
was  made  to  run  Judge  Wilkinson,  of  Yazoo,  for 
judge  of  the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  against 
Judge  Sharkey,  the  present  incumbent. 

Georgia. — The  administration  state  convention 
nominated  G.  If.  Towns,  esq.,  as  their  candidate  for 
governor,  on  the  third  ballot. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  in  favor  of  General 
Taylor,  but  were  warmly  opposed  by  the  Hon.  How- 
ell Cobb,  who  had  voted  in  the  last  congress,  as  the 
whigs  allege,  and  implied  censure  on  Gen.  Taylor, 
and  who  has  been  re-elected  to  the  ensuing  congress. 
The  resolutions  were  defeated  in  the  convention. 

On  the  Wilmot  proviso,  the  convention  adopted  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  passage  of  the  Wilmol  proviso 
by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  every  slaveholding  state  and  the 
citizens  thereof  as  they  value  their  dearest  privileges, 
their  sovereignly,  their  independence  and  their  rights 
of  property,  to  lake  firm,  united,  and  concerted  ac- 
tion in  this  emergency. 

Resolved  further,  by  this  convention,  That  the  de- 
mocratic paityof  Georgia,  will  give  their  support 
to  no  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  who  does  not  unconditionally,  clearly,  and 
unequivocally  declare  his  opposition  to  the  princi- 
ples and  provisions  of  the  Wilraot  proviso. 

The  whig  slate  coiieention  assembled  at  Milledgeville 
on  the  1st  inat.,  and  nominated  Genera!  Clinch,  (of 
Withlacooche  memory,)  as  their  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, and  General  Taylor  as  their  candidate  for 
president. 

Illinois. — Stale  debt. — The  governor  has  issued  the 
following  circular: 

Executive  department, 
Springfield,  (Illinois,)  June  18,  1847. 

For  the  information  of  the  holders  of  internal  im- 
provement bonds  ami  scrip  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  I 
herewith  transmit  you  a copy  of  the  law  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state,  during  its  last  session, 
authorizing  the  conversion  of  said  bonds  and  scrip 
into  a registered  slock  for  the  arrears  of  interest. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  slate,  under  this  law,  to  con- 
solidate the  internal  improvement  bonds  and  scrip 
into  one  uniform  issue,  and  change  the  present  form 
of  its  obligations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
with  greater  certainty  the  actual  amount  of  existing 
indebtedness,  in  order  that  a more  full  and  adequate 
provision  may  be  hereafter  made  for  the  payment  of 
interest.  I expect  to  be  in  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  first  of  Beptemher  next,  prepared  to  receive  and 
cancel  the  old  bonds,  and  substitute  the  new  slock  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  herewith 
enclosed.  The  month  of  September  will  be  given  to 
this  purpose,  within  which  lime,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
parties  vi  ho  hold  the  bonds  and  scrip,  will,  in  person, 
or  by  their  agents  in  the  city  of  New  York  come 
promptly  forward  to  complete  an  exchange  so  im- 
portant to  the  stale  of  Illinois,  and  so  beneficial  to 
her  creditors. 

The  stock  certificates  to  be  issued  under  this  law 
for  arrears  of  interest,  will  be  receivable  at  par  for 
any  purchases  of  lanris  from  the  state,  (except  canal 
lands,)  of  which  there  are  about  200,000  acres,  fa- 
vorably located,  and  of  the  first  quality. 

Augustus  C.  French. 

Texas. — Debt  of  the  republic  of  Texas- — The  Hous- 
ton Telegraph  learns  that  the  holders  of  Texas  pro- 
missory notes  and  bonds  are  going  to  make  strenuous 
exertions  to  get  the  next  congress  to  assume  the  en- 
tire debt  of  Texas. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  treaty  of  annexation 
submitted  by  President  Tyler  to  the  U.  S.  senate, 
and  which  they  rejected,  made  provisions  for  at 
least  a part  of  the  debt  of  the  republic. 

Lynch  law  again. — On  the  27lh  of  May  Alexander 
Area  was  waylaid  on  the  road  to  Austin,  by  Jean 
Babliste  Russell,  said  to  be  a mixed  blood  Louisia- 


nian,  and  nearly  murdered  and  robbed.  The  scoun- 
drel was  arrested,  and  as  they  had  no  jail  in  which 
to  confine  him,  the  populace  being  much  incensed, 
took  him  from  the  guard,  and,  it  is  said,  hung  him 
without  ceremony. 


THE  PLATTE  COUNTRY— MISSOURI. 


Liberty,  Clay  County,  Missouri, 

June  2d,  1847. 

Mr.  Jerh.  Hughes — .\lthough  I have  been  a con- 
stant subscriber  to  your  excellent  paper  for  1 1 years, 

I have  not,  before,  asked  any  portion  of  your  co- 
lumns for  any  communication  of  mv  own:  Think- 

ing, perhaps,  you  would  like  to  be  informed  of  mat- 
ters and  things  in  this  section  of  country,  I cheer- 
fully devote  a leisure  hour  to  that  end.  In  1836  (I 
think)  this  county  was  on  the  extreme  western  edge 
of  the  state.  In  that  year  congress  annexed  (a  com- 
mon thing  now)  what  is  called  the  ‘‘Platte  Country” 
to  the  slate.  The  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  abund- 
ance of  timber,  water  privileges,  and  other  natural 
advantages  of  the  ‘‘Platte  Country”  caused  a rush 
of  migration  to  it,  unequalled,  I doubt  not,  in  the 
history  of  the  settlement  of  any  of  our  western 
wilds. 

That  country  now  comprises  the  counties  of  Platte, 
Buchanan,  Andrew,  Halt,  Atchison,  and  Nodaway 
counties.  The  1st,  2d,  and  3d  arc  amongst  the  most 
densely  settled  parts  of  the  state.  The  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  Platte  is  Platte  City,  located  at  the  “Falls” 
of  Platte  River  about  20  miles  from  its  entrance 
into  the  Missouri  River.  Platte  is  navigable  for 
steamboats  of  the  ordinary  size  that  run  in  the  Mis- 
souri, for  several  months  in  the  year,  up  to  the  Falls. 
Weston  is  the  river  town  of  Platte  county,  situated 
four  miles  above  Fort  Leavenworth.  It  is  a place  of 
but  eight  years  growth,  numbers  about  1,500  inha- 
bitants and  does  an  immense  business.  Buchanan 
county  borders  on  the  Missouri  River  and  its  seat 
of  justice  is  “St.  Joseph,”  laid  off  in  1843,  and  now 
numbers  from  1,500  to  2,000  inhabitants.  It  is  lo- 
cated in  a bend  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  possesses 
more  natural  advantages  for  trade  than  any  other 
town  on  the  river.  It  is  the  point  at  which  most  of 
the  Oregon  and  California  emigrants  cross  the  river, 
and  it  is  supposed  upwards  of  500  wagons  have 
crossed  over  this  spring.  A charter  for  a railroad 
from  St.  Joseph  to  Hunnibal,  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  has  been  obtained  and  sooner,  or  later,  the 
work  will  be  done.  It  would  run  through  one  of 
the  finest  countries  in  the  world,  and  if  commenced, 
would  operate  as  a powerful  check  to  Oregon  emi- 
gration. Savannah  is  the  county  town  of  Andrew 
county.  it  is  a neat  and  flourishing  town  six 
miles  from  the  river.  Andrew  may  be  rated  as 
amongst  the  best  farming  counties  in  the  state.  It 
is  prinpipally  settled  by  emigrants  from  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  eastern  states.  Platte  county  i* 
principally  settled  by  Kentuckians,  and  Buchanan 
by  “all  sorts,”  French,  German,  Norwegians,  Irish, 
Kentuckians,  &c.,  &c.  Buchanan  is  blessed  with 
good  mills.  There  are  some  five  or  six  water,  saw, 
and  grist  mills  in  the  county,  on  Platte  River.  An- 
drew and  Platte  also,  have  good  mills.  I forgot  to 
mention  that  the  Falls  of  Platte  afford  as  fine  wa- 
ter power  for  milling  and  manufacturing  purpose! 
as  the  ‘‘Palapsco”  in  your  own  neighborhood.' — 
Htit,  Andrew,  and  Nodaway  counties  have  rather 
too  much  prairie  to  admit  of  dente  settlements. — 
The  raising  ol  slock,  however  is  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  the  farmers,  and  is  quite  as  profitable  (in 
war  limes  more  so)  as  the  raising  of  hemp,  wheat, 
corn,  &c.  Oregon  is  the  county  seat  of  Hall,  Lin- 
den of  Atchison,  and  Maryville  of  Nodaway.  The 
Mormons  in  vast  numbers,  are  temporarily  settled 
in  the  Indian  country  above  Atchison  county.  Their 
destination,  they  say,  is  California.  They  may  be 
called  the  wandering  tribe,  and,  I am  inclined  to 
believed,  they  prefer  moving  about  to  any  other 
mode  of  life.  There  certainly  is  a peculiarity  about 
them,  strange,  and  (to  me)  unaccountable,  and  which 
forbids  the  possibility  of  their  living  in  peace  with 
any  other  people.  They  are  generally  destitute  of 
morals,  and  their  religion  hangs  so  loosely  about  them 
that  no  one  would  suspect  they  had  any.  Their  chief 
reliance  is  upon  the  saving  efficacy  ol  water. 

or  my  own  county,  Clay,  1 shall  “nothing  exten- 
uate, or  set  down  augtu”  that  is  not  strictly  true.” 
Liberty  is  tlie  seal  of  justice,  four  miles  from  the 
Missouri  River.  It  has  been  famed  for  good  health 
since  its  first  settlement,  and,  having  lived  here  17 
years,  I can  state  positively  that  it  has  been  more 
healthy  than  any  other  town  in  the  country.  It  has 
no  commercial  advantages  to  boast  of,  but  we  intend 
to  make  it  a literary  place,  and  a place  too,  of  emi- 
nence in  that  respect.  We  have  a Calhoiic,  Metho- 
dist, Relurniers,  and  Old  Baptist  ctiurcti  erccicd, 
and  a Missionary  Baptist  church  under  way,  and  a 


294 


iMLES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  10,  1847— POLITICAL. 


male  and  female  school  of  which  a New  England 
town  would  be  proud.  The  head  of  each  (man  and 
wife)  are  from  Massachusetts.  Clay  is  one  of  the 
very  best  counties  in  Missouri  and  not  a whit  be- 
hind Bourbon,  Fayette,  Seott,  or  Woodford,  in 
Kentucky.  I thint  our  soil  better,  indeed,  than  any 
in  Kentucky.  In  the  article  of  hemp,  I am  confident 
we  can  beat  them. 

The  county  will  ship  about  1,600  tons  of  hemp 
this  year,  producing  to  the  farmers,  about  ^96,000. 

As  an  evidence  of  our  prosperity,  eastern  ex- 
change has  been  at  par  and  under  par  with  us  for 
the  last  twelve  months.  We  have  passed  the  crisis 
which  falls  upon  all  new  countries,  and  now  sell 
more  than  we  buy.  Our  lands  are  worth  from  five 
to  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  according  to  the  extent 
of  improvements  and  their  proximity  to  the  Missouri 
River.  The  growth  upon  our  rich  lands  is  elm, 
hackberry,  white  hickory,  ash,  walnut,  mulberry, 
redbud,  pawpaw,  hazle,  red  locust,  &c.  I have 
travelled  much  over  the  United  States,  and  1 give 
it  as  my  honest  opinion  that,  for  good  soil — such  as 
will  produce  hemp,  tobacco,  corn,  wheat,  oats, 
rye,  barley,  and  potatoes,  in  the  greatest  perfection — 
what  is  known  as  western,  and  northwestern  Mis- 
souri, is  superior  to  any  country  1 have  ever  seen. 

Commencing  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri 
River,  say  with  Saline,  Pettis,  Henry,  Johnso.o,  La- 
fayette, and  Jackson  counties,  and  on  the  north  side 
with  Chariton,  Carroll,  Livingston,  Grundy,  Ray, 
Caldwell,  Daviess,  Harrison,  Gentry,  DeKalb,  Clin- 
ton, Clay,  Platte,  Buchanan,  Andrew,  Halt,  Noda- 
way, and  Atchison,  you  have  a vast  extent  of  coun- 
try in  the  feitoum  limits  of  our  own  free  and  happy 
republic  far  surpassing  any  thing  that  will  even  be 
found  beyond  the  mountains  or  in  Mexico.  Such 
a country  must  become  densely  populated.  It  may 
be  passed  over,  for  a time,  in  pursuit  of  Shadows  in 
Oregon  and  California  but  the  reflux  will  take  place. 
Let  the  German,  the  Irish,  the  Scotch,  the  English 
come  and  help  us  to  make  this  country  “bloom 
and  blossom.”  We  are  not  “Native  Americans”  in 
party  acceptation  of  the  term,  but  are  proud  to 
welcome  emigrants  from  every  land  under  the  sun. 
1 assure  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I am  not  a large  land- 
holder, nor  a land  speculator,  and  therefore  trying 
to  deceive  emigrants.  No  sir,  1 want  them  to  come 
and  buy  of  "Uncle  Sam”  rich  land  at  $1  25  per 
acre.  I want  to  see  the  thrifty  German,  the  rail- 
road making  Irishman,  come  amongst  us  and  infuse 
the  science  of  neat  farming,  and  the  spirit  of  im- 
provement in  our  country.  Eighty  acres  of  land, 
costing  |100,  a cow  and  calf,  and  two  or  three  good 
sows  and  pigs,  with  industry,  will  soon  place  a man 
in  comfortable  circumstances  in  this  country.  The 
cost  of  getting  to  Oregon  will  place  an  individual  in 
a comfortable  way  of  living,  with  us.  The  way  to 
get  here,  from,  say  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Virgi- 
nia, New  York,  Delaware,  &c.,  is  to  come  to  Pitts- 
burg or  Wheeling,  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  River;  landing  at  Bruns>vick, 
Greenville,  Lexington,  Camden,  Wayne  City,  Kan- 
zas,  Richfield,  Liberty  Landing,  Randolph,  Weston, 
or  St.  Joseph,  from  which  places  you  can  gel  into 
the  interior,  if  you  desire  it.  Yours,  &c. 


PRESIDENCY,  1 848. 


Th*  Presidential  Question,  is  before  the  Ame- 
rican people,  and  the  efforts  to  postpone  its  conside- 
ration are  not  likely  to  prove  effective.  The  Wash- 
ington Union  abates  none  of  its  efforts  however  to 
defer  the  whole  subject  to  the  meeting  on  a national 
convention  in  May  next,  and  calls  earnestly  upon 
“the  democracy’’  to  adhere  to  the  system  that  has 
given  them  so  many  triumphs. 

The  Central  Whig  committee  of  the  slate  of  Ohio 
in  an  address  to  the  whigs  of  that  state,  also  takes 
the  attitude  ol  deferring  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  and  advises  the  whigs  to  “bide  Ihe  lime,  and 
the  man.” 

The  whigs  in  most  of  the  other  states  however 
appear  to  be  impatient  of  delay.  The  majority  of 
the  whig  papers  in  several  of  the  slates, — Virginia 
we  believe  for  one,  have  already  paraded  in  large 
capitals  the  name  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  as 
their  candidate  for  the  presidency. 

A meeting  of  a portion  of  “ihe  democracy”  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  was  held  a few  days  since  at 
Harrisburg,  at  which  United  States  Senator  Came- 
ron look  an  active  part  in  behalf  of  General  Tay- 
lor as  the  next  canuidate  for  the  presidency.  Reso 
lutions  were  adopted  in  accordance  with  his  views 
on  the  occasion. 

Some  of  the  whig  papers  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
evidence  dis-appointmeiil  at  the  contents  aud  publi- 
cation of  General  Taylor’s  letter,  as  evincing  too 
little  of  fealty  to  the  whig  party.  The  B'/iig  of  that 


city,  publishes  the  letter  “without  for  the  present, 
any  comment.”  The  “Republican”  publishes  the 
letter  “with  the  explanatory  introduction”  of  the 
Cincinnati  Signal.  The  “Times”  is  more  distinct, 
as  the  following  extract  shows: 

“Gen.  Taylor’s  Position. — The  letter  of  Gen. 
Taylor  seems  to  be  intended  by  the  writer  as  a more 
formal  declaration,  than  any  that  has  appeared,  of 
his  views  in  regard  to  the  presidency.  He  states 
without  equivocation,  that  in  no  case  can  he  permit 
himself  to  be  the  candidate  of  any  party.  If  General 
Taylor  adhere  to  this  resolution,  we  are  constrained 
to  express  an  opinion,  that  the  whig  party  cannot  be 
expected  to  surrender  their  organization  and  their 
principles,  for  the  purpose  of  elevating  him  to  the 
presidency.  They  have  rendered  him  the  homage  of 
enthusiastic  admiration,  not  merely  for  his  distin- 
guished services  as  a soldier,  but  for  his  noble  mo- 
deration, his  conspicuous  good  sense,  and  bis  Calm 
dignity  in  receiving  the  slights  of  an  alienated  ad- 
ministration. They  have  rallied,  as  one  man,  in 
congress  and  in  the  country,  to  defend  his  reputation 
from  ungenerous  assaults.  Almost  unanimously, 
they  have  looked  forward  with  pleasing  anticipations 
to  the  period  when  they  could  reward  him  with  the 
highest  station  in  the  civil  government.  But  if  Gen. 
Taylor  deliberately  chooses  to  decline  that  honora- 
ble testimonial  of  their  gratitude,  because  they 
would  offer  it  as  ivhigs,  we  cannot  perceive  that  they 
have  any  recourse  but  to  accompany  him  to  the  re- 
tirement he  covets,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  with 
their  profoundest  regrets  and  unabated  affection. — 
There  are  others  who  descry  nothing  to  revolt  at  in 
receiving  the  concerted  support  of  the  great  whig 
parly  of  the  Union. 

“We  regard  the  late  letter  of  General  Taylor  with 
the  more  regret,  because  we  cannot  dismiss  the  im- 
pression that  the  unfortunate  position  he  has  assum- 
ed in  it  is  induced  by  the  incoi.siderale  baste  of  some 
of  his  admirers,  in  too  early  bringing  forward  bis 
name  in  connection  with  the  presidency.  We  did 
not  join  in  that  movement,  because  we  apprehended 
that  it  might  impel  General  Taylor  to  the  very 
course  he  has  now  adopted.  In  this  paper  of  April 
17th,  we  took  occasion  to  expiess  the  belief  that  the 
nomination  of  General  Taylor  at  public  meetings 
and  by  the  press  was  'premature,'  and  in  support  ol 
this  opinion,  remarked — ‘we  fear  the  effect  of  these 
hasty  movements  upon  the  mind  of  the  gallant  general 
himself,  now  actually  in  the  service  of  the  goverii- 
menl,  of  which  they  would  make  him  the  most  for- 
midable opponent.’  We  lament  that  the  unhappy 
influence  thus  referred  to  has  probably  been  effectu- 
al in  steeling  the  obdurate  inclination  of  Gen.  Taylor 
against  all  organized  approaches  from  the  whig  par- 
ly, v\  ilh  which  his  affinities  are  well  understood  to 
lie.  But  since  bis  resolution  has  been  taken,  it  only 
remains  to  us,  as  a parly,  to  look  with  more  pru- 
dence to  a candidate  who  will  not  rudely  reject  our 
embraces,  and  who  is  willing  to  commit  himself  to 
our  policy.” 

'I'he  Richmond  Enquirer  o(  iheSili  instant  parades 
those  and  other  extracts  from  whig  papers  under  a 
leading  editorial  with  the  caption  ol  “The  Whig  Par- 
ty Disorganized." 

The  Richmond  Whig,  in  a subsequent  editorial, 
says:  “We  repeat,  that  as  we  were  not  committed 

to  the  support  of  General  Taylor  before  the  appear- 
ance of  his  letter,  so,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
nothing  in  that  letter  alone  to  induce  us  to  avow  our 
opposition  to  his  election.  Our  position  is  wholly 
unchanged,  and  shall  so  remain  until  future  develop- 
ments shall  enable  us,  when  the  period  for  action 
shall  arrive,  to  make  an  intelligent  and  a satitfaclory 
decision.” 

A meeting  took  place  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  on  the 
3d  instant,  in  compliance  with  a public  notice  for 
ttie  friends  of  General  Taylor  as  the  candidate  for 
the  next  presidency,  tcifftout  regard  to  party,  to  assem- 
ble. G.  W.  Haywood,  presided.  'Ine  Raleigh  Re- 
gister says  it  was  the  must  numerously  attended 
primary  meeting  ever  assembled  in  that  state.  The 
Register  adds,  that  the  utmost  enthusiasm  and  har- 
mony prevailed,  there  was  an  oneness  of  sentiment 
on  the  occasion,  rarely  witnessed,  and  truly  gratify- 
ing. Halifax,  Franklin,  and  Johnston  counties  each 
had  delegates  present,  besides  our  own  large  repre- 
sentation, a circumstance  wholly  unprecedented  in 
this  slate,  on  similar  occasions.  The  Register  sig- 
nifies however  that  there  weie  “but  eight  or  ten  de- 
mocrats,” (so  called)  in  the  meeting — and  they  took 
no  active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post  (administration)  on 
publishing  Gen.  Taylor’s  letter  to  Ihe  Signal,  says: 
“It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Morning  Signal  is 
a democratic  paper,  and  a very  zealous  champion  of 
the  Wilmol  Proviso.” 


The  Whig  State  Convention  of  Georgia,  ai- 
sembled  at  Milledgeville  on  the  1st  instant,  and  una- 
nimously nominated  General  Taylor  for  the  presi- 
dency. 


The  Washington  Umon,  noticing  General  Taylor’s 
statement  that  his  “personal  viev/*”  on  political  to- 
pics, were  better  withheld  until  Ih  i close  of  tjie  war, 
says: 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is,  moreover,  quite 
manifest  that  any  commitment,  at  this  time,  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  democratic  parly  in  favor 
of  the  election  of  Gen.  Taylor,  is  not  only  unsafe 
and  ill  judged  in  itself,  but  is  at  the  same  lime,  as  we 
may  presume  from  his  language,  at  variance  with  the 
wishes  of  Gen.  Taylor  himself. 

We  are  glad  to  receive,  also,  from  Gen.  Taylor's 
expressions  upon  this  subject,  that  he  fully  recog- 
nises the  necessity  of  an  avowal  of  his  “personal 
views”  in  reference  to  the  great  questions  of  the  day, 
before  becoming  a candidate  for  the  suffrages  of  the 
people,  though  he  considers  that  the  time  for  such  an 
avowal  has  not  yet  arrived.  In  this  conclusion  every 
man — and  especially  every  democrat,  who  acts  upon 
principle  in  his  political  course  and  preferences— 
must  cencur. 

Of  course,  therefore,  such  men  will  w-ait  until 
such  an  avowal  of  his  opinions  has  been  made  by 
General  Taylor,  and  has  received  their  approval, 
before  making  up  their  minds  to  give  him  their  sup- 
port as  a candidate  for  the  presidency.  Especially 
is  such  delay  proper,  in  view  of  the  strong  party 
demonstralions  in  favor  of  General  Taylor,  which 
have  been  made  by  some  of  the  hangers-on  of  the 
federal  party,  evidently  from  the  most  selfish  and 
sordid  motives.  In  addition  to  this  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  General  Taylor  is  still  a military 
chieftain  at  the  head  of  his  army  on  Ihe  battlefield. 
The  country  will  feel  deeply  the  hazard  involved  in 
the  precedent  of  selecting  a man  so  circumstanced 
to  fill  the  highest  civil  office  in  our  republic;  and  this 
objection  can  be  removed,  if  at  all,  certainly  only  by 
the  most  full  and  frank  disclosures  of  his  political 
opinions,  aud  by  the  most  ample  popular  approval  of 
them. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  this  dis- 
tinguished general  will,  with  all  the  frankness  of  a 
soldier,  express  his  opinions  freely  before  the  elec- 
tion. Certain  it  is,  that  a free  and  enlightened  people 
owe  it  to  themselves  to  form  no  definite  opinion 
about  supporting  him,  until  they  have  ascertained 
his  own  opinions  in  relation  to  the  great  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  the  government. 

Gen.  Taylor’s  explicit  declaration,  that  he  can  “ia 
no  case  permit  himself  to  be  the  candidate  of  any  party, 
or  yield  himself  to  parly  schemes,"  will  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  country.  Doubtless  it  will  cool  the 
ardor  of  those  office  seeking  politicians  who  have 
heretofore  put  themselves  forward  to  support  him,  in 
furtherance  of  their  own  selfish  purposes. 

Nor  will  the  people,  we  think,  hear  from  a man 
who  may  be  a candidate  for  the  presidency  so  strong 
a disclaimer  of  all  party  connection,  without  serious 
consideration.  The  country  is  divided  into  two  great 
parties,  whose  origin  is  coeval  with  the  constitution 
itself,  and  whose  differences  of  opinion  are  based 
upon  opposite  constructions  of  that  instrument,  and 
opposite  views  of  the  proper  functions  and  rightful 
sphere  of  our  federal  government. 


Gkn.  Taylor  and  the  Presidency. — A gentle- 
man in  this  city  received  a few  days  ago,  a letter 
from  General  Taylor,  in  which,  referring  to  the  at- 
tempts of  certain  papers,  to  make  him  a party  can- 
didate for  the  presidency,  the  general  says  that  he  is 
very  reluctant  to  be  a candidate  at  ail,  but  if  he  is, 
it  will  only  be  as  the  candidate  of  all  parties — as  the 
spontaneous  choice  of  the  people  of  all  parties — 
that  be  would  not  hare  the  office  unless  it  was  un- 
Irammeled  by  parly  politics  or  obligations.  The 
letter  is  written  to  a prominent  democrat  of  this  city. 
What  has  our  worthy  contemporary  ol  the  Bulletin 
to  say  to  this?  [Delta. 

\Ve  are  perfectly  willing  to  support  him  on 
these  terms — willing  that  he  should  be  voted  for  by 
both  whigs  aud  democrats — willing  to  take  him  just 
as  he  is,  and  “no  questions  asked.”  We  hope  our 
friends  of  the  Delta  are  in  an  equally  accommodat- 
ing humor.  What  say  you,  aye  or  nay? 

fW.  0.  Bulletin. 


editorial  of  the  CINCINNATI  SIGNAL  OP  APRIL  13tH. 

The  following  is  the  editorial  article  inserted  in 
the  Cincinnati  Signal,  in  April  last,  and  which  was 
forwarded  by  the  editor  with  a letter  addressed  to 
General  Taylor,  to  which  the  general’s  letter  insert- 
ed in  our  last  number  was  in  lepiy, 
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From  the  Cincinnati  Signal,  Jipril  13- 

general  TATLOR  AND  THE  PRESIDENCY. 

Wp  perceive,  in  various  quarters,  the  no  iiinalion 
of  General  Zachary  Taylor  for  the  presidency.  So 
far  as  such  a demonstration  is  the  mere  transport  of 
military  enthusiasm,  or  the  trick  of  political  faction, 
it  would  be  unworthy  of  notice;  but  we  think  it  evi- 
dent that  this  movement  of  the  public  mind  has  a 
much  higher  character,  and  grows  out  of  a convic- 
tion that  General  Taylor  has  displayed  an  energy 
and  wisdom  of  conduct,  and  a modesty  of  demean- 
or, which  are  as  requisite  to  the  deliberations  of  a 
cabinet  as  the  plan  of  a campaign.  It  is  a great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  people  are  blinded  in 
their  political  preferences  by  the  bare  fact  of  mili- 
tary achievement.  It  was  the  popular  impulses  and 
the  stern  honesty  of  Andrew  Jackson  which  aroused 
the  sympathy  and  trust  of  the  nation;  and  we  pre- 
dict that,  whatever  skill  or  success  may  attend  the 
march  of  General  Scott  to  Mexico,  he  will  never 
excite  the  attachment  or  confidence  which  follows 
the  hero  of  Buena  Vista.  We  are  nut  surprised, 
therefore,  that  ardent  spirits  are  calling  for  the 
sword  of  General  Taylor  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot 
of  political  intrigues.  But  it  is  a far  difierent  ques- 
tion whether  his  name  and  fame  shall  be  made  an 
instrument  of  mere  partisan  warfare.  In  this  re- 
spect, there  is  a distinction,  which  we  are  confident 
General  Taylor  will  be  among  ihe  first  to  perceive 
and  act  upon,  and  which  we  hope  to^  illustrate  in 
the  few  remarks  that  we  feel  constrained  to  mjke 
in  reference  to  existing  and  luture  agitation  of  this 
subject. 

What  an  enviable  rank  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
and  the  .hearts  of  his  countrymen,  General  Taylor 
now  hold'!  Should  he  return  from  the  fields  of  the 
Rio  Grande  and  the  heights  of  the  Sierra  Madre, 
with  what  aU'eclion  and  respect  would  he  be  gieeted 
by  men  of  all  parlies!  Himself  never  a politician- 
content  in  the  quiet  discharge  of  duty  and  the  en- 
joyment of  domestic  life— and  while  prompt  to  meet 
the  Indian  foe,  in  prairie  or  everglade,  and  to  stand 
by  the  flag  of  the  country,  when  advanced  to  a fo- 
reign frontier,  yet  devoted,  as  all  accounts  represent 
him,  to  that  home  and  family,  in  the  bosom  of  which 
Ihe  intervals  of  his  life,  thus  lar,  have  passed  peace- 
fully and  happily — we  conless  that  our  impressions 
of  General  Taylor  are  such,  that  we  should  not  be 
surprised  if  he  firmly  disregarded  every  acclama- 
tion which  connected  his  name  with  the  presidency. 
Should  he  do  so,  he  jeop  .rds  nothing  of  the  present 
spring-tide  of  popular  favor— nay,  more,  he  lakes 
iiislanl  rank  with  Washington,  as  an  unconscious 
but  eloquent  preacher  of  the  highest  political  mo- 
rals. How  much  more  enviable  such  a destiny  for 
the  evening  of  his  days,  than  to  cast  the  mantle  of 
bis  military  fame  and  private  virtues  over  the  ex- 
cesses and  corruptions  which  disfigure  the  party  po- 
litics of  the  day!  He  is  no  friend  to  the  reputation 
of  Gen.  Taylor  who  would  thus  seek  to  restrict  the 
applause  of  the  whole  country  to  the  interested  cla- 
mor of  a party. 

Still,  as  a citizen  of  a free  republic,  General  lay- 
lor  is  in  the  hands  of  the  American  people;  and  we 
can  readily  imagine  a contingency  in  which  it  would 
become  his  duly  to  assent  to  the  demand  of  the  coun- 
try, and  assume  the  responsibilities  of  political  life. 
But  it  must  be  the  requisition  of  the  country,  not  of 
this  or  that  set  of  office  seekers,  which  will  call  him 
either  from  his  rank  or  his  fireside.  It  must  be 
such  a call  as  compelled  Washington  to  forego  the 
reliremeul  of  Mount  Vernon— unanimous,  disinter- 
ested, the  voice  of  the  people,  nut  the  ilatleries  of 
politicians.  We  beiieve  that  it  is  in  General  Tay- 
lor’s power,  at  this  juncture  of  the  national  politics, 
to  take  INDEPENDENT  GROUND,  and  hecoiDe  me  pre- 
tiDENT  OF  THE  people!  Our  Support  of  him,  or  of 
any  other  man,  shall  never  be  pledged  in  advance 
of  a full  knowledge  of  the  principles  or  views  with 
which  he  would  assuma  Uiai  responsible  station;  but 
we  may  be  allowed,  as  an  independent  journalist,  to 
indicate  some  ol  the  signs  ot  Uie  limes  which  point 
to  the  result  just  mentioned. 

1.  The  presidential  canvass  of  1843  is  in  utter 
confusion.  Among  the  whigs  a PiUsourg  meeting 
nominates  Judge  McLean,  who  is  also  understood  to 
be  a general  favorite  of  his  party  in  the  north -vesl- 
ern  stales;  the  anti-war  spirit  ol  New  England  and 
the  Western  Reserve  indicates  its  prelerence  lor 
Senator  Corwin;  the  souihern  and  middle  slates 
cherish  a (ancy  lor  Scott,  which  only  requires  a vic- 
tory at  Peroie  to  manifesl  itself;  wiiile,  as  an  un- 
dei'curieul,  deeper  and  perhaps  stronger  than  all,  is 
the  cnivalric  feeling  in  Dehall  ol  Henry  Clay,  now 
intensified  by  ine  death  ol  his  gallant  son,  and  whicti 
may  yet  determine  the  shape  of  the  conttieiing  ele- 
ments. The  democrats  are  in  a coridiuoii  equally 
ciiaolic.  In  ihe  >c.si,  G.  .er..  Cass  I1.1.S  man,  and 
>1. 

disciplined  body-guard,  stands  ready  to  make  his 


presidential  fortune,  or  mar  that  of  other  aspirants 
in  the  democratic  ranks;  Silas  Wright,  if  the 
York  reverse  hud  not  occurred,  would  have  been 
prominent  in  the  field,  and  is  still  the  favorite  of 
many;  while  quietly  at  Lindenwold  sits  the  states- 
man of  the  party,  who  will  probably  never  again 
join  'he  political  melee,  but  might  prove  more  avail- 
able in  a strict  party  trial  than  many  men  whose 
names  are  frequently  heard  in  the  present  connex- 
ion In  the  general  confusion,  an  apprehension 
prevails  that  the  election  will  revert  to  the  house  of 
representatives- a result  greatly  to  be  deplored;  and 
hence  the  popular  impulse,  which  chooses  to  adjourn 
the  strifes  of  parlies  and  the  struggles  of  their  leaders, 
while  the  country  lakes  breath  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  an  independent  PRESIDENT. 

2.  A circumstance  that  may  lead  to  the  election 
of  General  Taylor,  by  a sort  of  acclamation,  is  the 
fact  that  the  pride  of  the  respective  parties  would 
thus  be  saved— neither  authorised  to  claim  a triumph, 
and  neither  sufifering  the  ignominy  of  defeat.  A 
tong  intimacy  between  Mr.  Clay  and  General  1 ay- 
lor  reconciles  the  whigs  to  the  orthodoxy  of  the 
latter,  although  Gen.  Taylor  is  said  not  to  have  vot- 
ed for  many  years;  while  Mr.  Polk,  who  is,  and  has 
been,  as  we  are  authoritatively  informed,  entirely 
free  from  any  intention  or  wish  for  a second  term  of 
service,  may  still  be  gratified  to  yield  his  seat  to  the 
successlul  genera!  of  ihe  Mexican  war  closely  iden- 
tified  as  lhat  war  is  with  the  success  of  his  adminis- 

Iration.  l j-  . u 

3.  The  above  considerations  are  subordinate,  how- 
ever, to  the  principles  which  are  involved  in  every 
presidential  canvass.  The  country  has  been  divided 
for  fifteen  years  upon  most  exciting  topics;  and  if 
General  Taylor,  immediately  upon  his  inauguration 
as  president,  was  constrained  to  adopt  either  ex- 
treme, the  consequences  might  be  fatal  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  administration.  It  so  happens,  however, 
that  the  results  of  Mexican  hostilities  will  remove 
many  of  those  points  of  collision— at  least  for  a 
few  years.  A debt  of  one  hundred  millions  induees 
the  necessity  of  a tarifl,  sufficiently  advanced  in  its 
rates  to  satisfy  New  England  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  the  same  lirne  will  prevent  any  distribution  of 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  We  cannot  suppose 
that  the  whigs  will  again  urge  a Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  congress  will  insist  upon  a fair  trial  of 
the  independent  treasury,  removing  some  of  those 
impracticable  restrictions  which  have  embarrassed 
fiscal  action  of  the  government,  and  are  an  annoy- 
ance to  individuals.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  past 
contests  of  respective  parties  are  concerned,  an  ad- 
ministration  composed  of  the  leading  minds  ol  all 
parties,  and  supported  by  ihe  whole  people,  is  not 
only  practicable,  out  may  redound  to  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  whole  country. 

Only  on  one  condition  however.  The  executive 
must  no  longer  insist  upon  legislative  intiuence. 
There  are  questions  approaching,  which  the  people 
must  be  allowed  to  settle  in  their  own  way,  without 
the  interference  of  executive  patronage  or  preroga- 
live.  The  old  polilieal  issues  may  be  postponed  un- 
der the  pressure  of  circumstances;  and  as  for  the 
fjew — those  coming  events  which  cast  their  shadows 
before — let  it  be  understood  that  the  only  path  of 
safety  for  those  who  may  hereafter  fill  the  presiden- 
tial offi  e is  to  rest  in  the  discharge  of  executive 
functions,  and  let  the  legislative  will  of  the  people 
find  utterance  and  enactment.  The  American  peo- 
ple are  aOout  to  resume  the  responsibility  of  Iraming 
the  insiilulions  of  the  Pacific  stales.  We  have  no 
leans  for  the  issue,  if  the  arena  ol  the  higri  debate 
is  the  assemblies  ol  the  people  and  their  represen- 
tative halls.  I he  exiensioa  over  the  continent  be- 
yond the  Rio  Grande  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  is  an 
object  loo  high  and  permanent  to  be  baffl  d by  pre- 
sidential vetoes.  All  that  we  ask  of  the  incumbent 
ol  the  highest  office  under  the  constitution  is  to  hold 
his  hand,  to  bow  to  the  will  of  the  people  as  pro- 
mulgated in  legislative  forms,  an  1 restrain  the  exe- 
cutive action  in  its  appropriate  channels!  Give  us 
an  honest  administration  of  the  government,  and  an 
end  to  all  cabals  ol  a cabinet— all  inlerlererice  fiom 
the  White  House — designed  to  sway  or  thwart  the 
action  of  American  people.  H such  simplicity  and 
integrity  should  guiue  the  administration  of  Gen. 
Taylor,  the  north  and  west  would  yield  to  it  a warm 
supnori  and  a hearty  approval. 

We  have  said  all  on  this  subject  which  the  present 
developmenls  ol  public  opinion  require.  As  other 
scenes  untold,  we  shall  seek  to  chronicle  tliem  uitli 
lair  and  independent  comnieni.  Meanwhile  we 
uide  the  movement  of  the  waters,  holding  our  co- 
lumns and  our  ballot  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
our  sense  of  duty,  as  emergencies  of  this  and  all 
olliei  questions  arise. 


cy,  though  considered  of  little  moment  at  the  lime 
of  the  general  nominations  which  were  made  for  the 
presidency  in  1844,  contrived  nevertheless  by  a di- 
version with  which  poliUcians  are  familiar,  to  cast 
their  weight  into  the  scale  when  the  balance  was 
trembling,  and  decided  the  contest.  We  allude  to 
the  Birney  abolition  parly  of  that  day. 

The  parly  to  which  we  allude,  it  appears  have 
been  joined  by  another  section  of  the  people  and  a 
joint  slock  is  to  add  its  weight  to  the  movement— 
for  the  coming  campaign.  It  becomes  our  duty  to 
register  iho  proceedings. 


'j f,..,eii' .. ':nr.'-:’aiiced 

on  the  part  of  that  seciion  of  the  people  whose  ageu- 


NOMINATION  OP  “THE  LIBERTY  PARTY”  OR  “lIBERw 
TT  league” — AND  OF  “THE  NATIONAL  REFORM 
ASSOCIATION.” 

The  last  number  of  the  "Young  ,imerica,"  the  or- 
gan of  the  “National  Reform  Association,”  comes 
with  the  names  paraded  in  large  capitals  (under  the 
caption  of  “Free  Soil  Nominations,”)  of, 

For  President — Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York. 

For  Vice  President— Elihu  Burritt,  of  Massachu- 
setl'.  ‘Subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  National 
Reform  Pledge,  and  decision  of  the  next  “Industrial 
Congress” 

Then  follows  in  title  page  order,  the  “plan  of  Na- 
tional Reform”— to  which  the  above  pledge  we  pre- 
sume refers.  Amongst  these  are  the  following: 

1st.  Freedom  of  the  public  lands,  and  reduction 
of  offices  and  salaries. 

2d.  Landjlimitation  and  an  inalienable  homestead 
a home  for  all.” 

Abolition  of  the  tarifl— and  of  the  army  and 
navy. 

The  substitution  of  direct  taxation  for  a tariff. 

Our  children  must  recognize  no  national  debt. 
Restoration  of  citizenship  to  the  anti-renters. 

Their  leading  editcrial,  under  the  caption  of, 

“The  Presidency”  commences,  “Most  of  the  readers 
of  this  paper  are  informed,  though  some  new  ones  may 
not  be,  lhat  a national  convention,  called  by  thirty 
or  forty  members  of  the  Liberty  Party  of  this  stale, 
including  several  of  its  earliest  and  ablest  friends, 
was  held  at  Macedon  cn  the  8th,  9lb,  and  10th  in- 
stant, to  nominjte  candidates  for  the  presidency  and 
vice  presidency;  that  the  call  of  that  convention 
contained  a declaration  of  principles  (see  Young 
America,  May  8.)  embracing  the  three  land  mea- 
sures of  the  National  Reform  Association,  and  lhat 
the  convention  unanimously  nominated  Gerrit 
Smith  for  the  presidency  and  Elihu  Burritt  for  the 
vice  presidency.  It  is  fair  to  infer  from  these  cir- 
cumstances lhat  these  candidates  thus  brought  pro- 
minently before  the  public  are  friends  to  a free  soil. 
For  this  and  other  considerations,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  action  of  the  Industrial  Congress,  their 
names  are  placed  at  the  head  of  this  paper  in  con- 
nection with  the  two  high  offices.” 

After  a complimentary  notice  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the 
editorial  concludes  in  the  following  language: 

“The  Industrial  Congress,  the  highest  authority 
known  to  the  cause  of  labor  and  of  right  in  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  has  taken  in  charge  the  nomination  of  can- 
didates for  the  presidency,  and  by  the  legitimate  de- 
cision of  lhat  we  should  abide.  It  is  possible,  though 
not  probable,  that  one  of  the  older  parties  may  no- 
minate free  soil  candidates,  in  which  case  the  con- 
gress, having  two  sets  to  choose  from,  would  select 
those  having  at  the  time  the  best  prospect  of  elec- 
tion. In  the  meantime,  being  well  satisfied  with  the 
prospect  of  electing  Gerrit  Smith  and  Elihu  Bur- 
BiTT,  Ihe  peacemakers,  in  opposition  to  Zachary 
Taylor,  the  slaughieier,  and  any  associate,  or  to  any 
supporters  of  things  as  they  are  that  may  be  chosen 
by*  the  rotten  old  parties,  in  1852  if  not  in  1648,  this 
paper  will  keep  their  names  before  the  public  unless 
they  decline  the  nominations.” 


“libertt  party”  and  “liberty  league.” 

The  same  papei  gives  us  the  following  account: 

A contest  has  Deen  for  some  time  going  on  among 
the  liberty  parly  papers  respecting  the  time  of  no- 
minating presidential  candidates  fur  that  parly,  some 
being  in  lavor  of  nominating  next  fall  and  some  of 
putting  it  off  to  a later  period.  'J'hose  who  advocate 
a late  nomiiialioii  are,  it  is  supposed,  in  favor  of 
taking  up  any  candidate  of  the  old  parties  that  might 
adopt  their  principle,  and  the  others  in  favor  of  a 
third  parly  at  all  events.  The  question  has  been 
decided,  as  we  learn  by  the  last  number  of  the  Bos- 
ton Emancipator,  by  ttie  national  committee  of  the 
parly,  six  out  of  eleven  of  whom  have  wiilten  to  their 
chairman  in  favor  of  a nomination  next  October, 
the  remainder  not  having  been  heard  from. 

The  libel  ly  party  is,  or  «as,  that  portion  of  the 
Abolilioiusls  (uUuui  fid, Out))  wtio  seek  io  accoinpusU 
L ■ ...JO!’>-  ■ ■.-  •U'lc,  , ry  .,-j  p.  aol»o.., 

aud  IS  entirely  disimot  Irom  the  Garnsuoiau  party  ot 


296 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  10,  l84T-^POLTnCAL. 


non  voters,  which  is  confined  chiefly  to  Massachus- 
etts. This  parly  is  now  divided  into  two  sections. 
Those  who  called  the  convention  at  Macedon  contend 
that  the  liberty  party,  was  instituted  for  universal 
political  reform,  and  the  other  section  that  it  was 
established  for  the  one  purpose  of  aboli«hing  chattel 
slavery.  One  section  can  see  evils  requiring  imme- 
diate remedy  at  the  north  as  well  as  the  south,  and 
have  got  hold  of  o new  idea  as  to  the  means  of 
abolishing  all  these  evils  together;  the  other  section 
slick  to  the  one  idea.  How  the  forces  will  divide, 
is  yet  to  be  seen;  but,  as  a large  and  influential  por- 
tion of  the  party  have  made  presidential  nominations, 
.unexceptionable  except  as  to  the  point  of  difference, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  remainder  will 
not  be  impolitic  enough  to  set  up  opposition  candi- 
dates. The  National  Era,  however,  which  was  in 
favor  of  a late  nomination  for  the  presidency,  seems 
to  consider  the  separation  final,  and  corrects  the 
industrial  congress  in  styling  the  Mecedon  convention 
section  the  “liberty  party,”  their  name  being  (says 
the  Era)  the  “liberti;  league,”  which  1 think  the  best 
name  of  the  two,  because  it  comes  so  near  to  "agra- 
rian league."  The  Albany  Patriot,  whose  editpr  has 
recently  joined  the  national  reform  association  of 
Albany,  and,  ifl  mistake  not,  all  the  other  liberty 
papersof  this  stale,  will  go  for  the  Macedon  nomi- 
nations. Our  readers  will  readily  perceive  the  im- 
portant bearing  of  these  movements  on  the  free  soil 
cause,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  this  brief  explana- 
tion of  them. 

“Liberty  League.’’  The  National  Era  says,  such  is 
the  name  of  the  new  party,  lately  farmed  by  the  con- 
vention which  met  at  Macedon  Lock,  New  Yoik,  on 
the  8ih  of  June,  in  pursuance  of  ilie  call  issued  by  Wm. 
Goodell  and  other  friends  of  human  rights,  enemies  of 
land  monopoly,  the  custom  house,  secret  societies,  &c- 
The  convention  met  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  and 
W-  H-  Childs  was  appointed  chairman  pro  tern.  A 
correspondent  of  the  Liberty  Press  says  the  meeting 
was  “very  small  for  a national  one;’’  and  that  the  "first 
two  days  were  spent  in  reading  an  audress  of  great 
length;  and  the  discussion  of  their  principles.” 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  James 
Sperry;  Vice  Presidents,  W.  H.  Childs,  Jacob  Lybrand, 
(of  Wisconsin;)  Secretaries,  G.  W.  Clark,  VV.  Dean 
Babbitt,  W.  R.  Smith. 

The  president  was  excused  from  serving  at  his  own 
Tequest,  and  Abram  Pennell  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  vice  presidents  were  also  excused  at  their  own 
lequest. 

Letters  were  read  from  Robert  Hanna,  James  G. 
Birney,  Jacob  Lybrand,  John  'I'homas,  Gerrit  Smith, 
and  James  C.  Jackson. 

The  sum  of  $125  in  cash  and  pledges  was  raised,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  convention,  and  fur  the  print- 
ing of  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

A resolution  was  adopted,  strongly  approving  the 
“manly  and  elevated  stand’’  ef  the  Albany  Patriot,  in 
reference  to  reforms  generally,  and  making  it  the  organ 
of  the  “league.”  . ^ 

A resolution,  passed  by  the  industrial  Congress  re- 
cently held  in  New  York,  was  read,  announcing  to  the 
convention  that  the  members  of  that  body  vi’ould  vote 
for  no  candidate  for  the  presidency  riot  pledged,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  four  measures  of  the  National  Reform  Asso 
ciation,  and  expressing  the  belief  that,  should  the  other 
parlies  fail  to  nominate  such  a man,  the  Industrial  Con- 
gress, at  its  next  session,  would  be  likely  to  adopt  the 
candidate  of  the  “Liberty  Party,”  should  be  so  pledged. 
Of  course,  they  meant  the  "Liberty  League.” 

On  the  third  day,  they  proceeded  to  ballot  for  candi- 
dates. The  ladies  present  were  culled  upon  by  resolu- 
tion to  vote. 

“Teller!  reported  that  67  votes  were  given  for  Gerrit 
Smith,  6 for  James  G.  Birney,  1 for  Lucreiia  Mott,  and 
1 for  Mrs.  Child. 

“Moved  and  seconded,  that  Gerrit  Smith  be  the  can- 
didate for  the  presidency,  representing  this  convention. 
Adopted  by  acclamation. 

■'•Tellers  reported  that  63  votes  were  given  for  Elihu 
Burritt,  6 for  James  G.  Birney,  3 lor  Win.  Goodell,  for 
the  vice  presidency. 

“Moved  and  seconded,  that  Elihu  Burriit  be  our  can- 
didate for  vice  president.  Carried  unaiiiinously.” 

After  r»  song  from  G.  W.  Clark,  the  convention  ad- 
journed, sine  die. 

Mr.  Birney,  in  his  letter,  says: 

“Whilst  I arn  unfit,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmities, 
to  be  nominated  for  any  office,  1 will  clieerfully  support 
the  persons  that  may  be  properly  imbued  with  our  prin- 
ciples, and  that  may  be  nominated  by  the  convention 
for  the  highest  offices. 

“I  fully  approve  of  the  calling  of  a convention  at  this 
time.  A convention  is  necessary,  that  we  may  avow 
our  principles  afresh;  there  being  now  many  among  us 
known  as  liberty  party  men,  who  wish  to  contract  the 
platform,  which  we  supposed  we  had  often  enough  de- 
scribed, and  on  which  voe  intended  to  act.” 

* * ♦ * ♦ 

“1  have  not  seen,  as  yet,  any  reason,  at  all  satisfacto- 
ry to  me,  why  men  who  believe  in  the  trtith  mure  than 
they  do  in  politics,  should  not.  for  the  purposes  1 have 
mentioned,  hold  a convention  note.  Ii  will  give  timely 
notice,  too,  that  w,e  prefer  acting  by  ourselves,  to  acting 
with  those  who  differ  from  us;  in  wliat  we  ngard  as 

princ'l’le.” 


INDtlSTRIAL  CONGRESS. 

Perhaps  some  part  of  the  world  may  not  have  yet 
been  apprised  of  the  fact,  that  Ihe  second  session 
of  Ihe  INDUSTRIAL  CONGRESS  has  been  held  in  the 
Stale  of  New  Y ork,  continued  in  discussion  for  seven 
days,  and  then  adjourned  sine  die.  As  the  authority 
of  this  body  is  recognized  in  the  foregoing  nomifia- 
tion,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a glimpse  at  its  pro- 
ceedings. We  have  been  remiss  perhaps  in  not  at- 
tending to  their  proceedings,  so  as  to  exhibit  the 
leading  points  of  their  deliberations.  Without  time 
at  the  moment  to  hunt  them  up,  our  readers  will  ac- 
cept of  such  brief  notices  of  their  last  days  procee- 
dings as  we  find  at  hand.  We  have  to  omit  a con- 
siderable part  of  what  passed  on  the  occasion. 

SIXTH  DAT. — MORNING. 

The  resolution  recommendatory  of  Mr.  Fay’s 
constitution  for  a free  state,”  (as  given  at  the  close 
of  yesterday’s  proceedings,)  was  taken  up.  [Partof 
this  resolution  recommendatory  of  Mr  Fay’s  consti- 
tution was  offered  by  Mr.  West  and  accepted  by  the 
mover  as  an  amendment. J The  resolution  recom- 

mends Mr.  Fay’s  constitution  as  a political  measure 
pre-eminently  qualified  to  effect  a union  of  reform- 
ers. 

The  president  opposed  the  resolution.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  constitution,  that  the  people  should  le- 
gislate for  themselves,  was  good,  though  not  new. — 
He  had  beard  it  more  than  once  broached  in  the  west, 
and  particularly  by  a gentleman  at  Brownsville,  Pa., 
nine  months  ago.  [This  idea  has  been  discussed 
among  reformers  in  this  country  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  arid  can  be  traced  back  at  least  as  far  as  Rous- 
seau— Ed.  Hf.  A.]  The  details  of  the  constitution 
might  be  r ight,  but  had  not  been  discussed  by  the 
Industrial  congress,  and  should  not  therefore  be  re- 
commended. The  resolution  already  adopted,  pro- 
vided for  the  publication  of  the  document  for  the 
consideration  of  reformers,  and  that  was  as  far  as 
we  should  go.  It  had  been  objerted  that  the  consti- 
tution did  not  recognize  the  rights  of  women  or  of 
colored  people;  if  adopted,  therefore,  offence  would 
be  taken  by  the  liberty  parly  and  other  reformers. — 

It  would  also  add  a new  political  issue,  which  would 
be  injurious.  The  issues  already  adopted,  the  land 
measures.atid  the  ten  hour  system,  were  winning 
their  way  everywhere.  These  measures  will  be  car- 
ritd  out  successfully.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
comiiiiUing  this  congress  to  any  new  measure. 

Mr  Fay  said  the  constitution  did  recognize  the 
equal  right  of  all  human  beings.  It  opened  the  door 
to  equality.  He  had  been  called  a radical  twenty 
years  ago  for  advocating  the  rights  of  women.  The 
first  day  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  the 
people  could  carry  out  any  reform  they  might  de- 
sire. 

iVlr.  Denman  had  not  heard  this  constitution  read, 
but  he  was  sure  its  adoption  as  a political  measure 
viould  be  vetoed  by  the  association  he  represented. 
Those  who  were  opposed  to  trammelling  land  reform 
with  any  new  issues  would  immediately  kick  out  of 
the  harness;  if  this  were  proposed. 

Mr.  Fay  was  glad  to  hear  objections,  but  still 
thought  the  constitution  was  calculated  to  effect  a 
union  of  reformers,  as  some,  garrisonians  and  others, 
had  admitted,  and  besides,  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  free  soil  doctrine. 

The  president  was  surprised  that  Mr.  Fay  should 
consider  the  adoption  of  this  constitution  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  free  soil  measure.s  in  the  face 
of  their  successful  advancement.  Cannot  we  con 
vert  men  to  these  measures  as  we  have  converted 
them?  If  we  can  convert  twenty  thousand  men,  why 
not  a majority? 

Mr.  Evans  spoke  against  the  adoption  of  Ihe  reso- 
lution. Our  political  measures  were  few,  capable  of 
easy  explanation,  and  adapted  to  the  removal  of 
the  greatest  evils  in  society,  yet,  being  comparative- 
ly new,  it  took  time  to  explain  them  to  an  audience, 
but  imagine  the  difficulty  of  going  before  an  audi- 
ence with  the  addition  to  our  present  measures 
of  a new  constitution!  Even  between  the  two  prom- 
inent supporters  of  this  measure,  there  was  an  es- 
sential difference  of  opinion:  one  (Mr.  Fay)  expec- 
ted to  carry  the  constitution  by  the  established  te- 
dious piocess  of  constitution  making,  vi  bile  the  other 
(Mr.  V\  est)  looked  for  its  adoption  by  a more  sum- 
mary piocess. 

Mr.  West  was  as  much  attached  to  the  idea  of  land 
refoim  as  any  man,  but  we  must  adapt  means  to 
ends.  He  hnd  carefully  considered  the  constitution, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  can  only 
accomplisn  land  reform  under  that  constitution. — 
The  representative  form  of  government  must  be 
changed. 

Mr.  Hosmer  would  not,  if  he  were  the  author  of 
the  coiistituliou,  want  more  than  to  have  it  publish- 
ed. He  believed  that  the  national  reform  measures 
could  be  carried  out,  and  that  they  would  be,  if  at  all, 
without  that  constitutiuu. 


The  resolution  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  Fa/ 
and  West  in  favor,  and  the  president,  Messrs.  Bovay 
and  Evans  in  the  opposition. 

Dr.  Newbery  did  not  consider  land  monopoly  to  be 
the  cause  of  all  evil.  The  greatest  evil  arose  from 
putting  our  work  out  to  be  done.  He  would  recom- 
mend all  to  perfect  themselves  to  do  their  own  work, 
and  thus  to  conquer  by  example. 

Mr.  Broach  had  conversed  with  Mr.  Devyr,  whose 
place  he  occupied,  and  he  was  opposed  to  new  issues 
and  to  the  old,  all  except  the  freedom  of  the  public 
lands.  We  must  have  a foundation  w hereon  to  build, 
or  capital  w'ould  crush  us.  If  our  votes  would  carry 
a new  constitution,  they  would  also  carry  land  re- 
form. The  dependence  of  laborers  would  be  done 
away  with  by  the  freedom  of  the  public  lands.  En- 
able all  to  have  a home,  and  then  they  can  improve. 
Establish  a free  soil,  and  what  then  could  we  not 
achieve?  Land  limitation  would  gain  advocates  in 
the  abolition  ranks.  If  the  public  lands  were  made 
free,  we  would  get  the  entire  abolition  vole.  The 
mote  simple  our  measures  the  better.  It  would  take 
longer,  as  Mr.  Evans  bad  said,  to  explain  this  consti- 
tution than  to  explain  the  free  soil  measures. 

Mrs.  Townsend  said  that  being  interested  in  this 
question  she  wished  to  express  an  opinion.  She  was 
opposed  to  the  constitution  because  it  did  not  recog- 
nize the  right  of  women  to  vote;  but  she  did  not  see 
how  reform  was  to  be  eSected  by  the  representative 
form  of  government,  because  under  that  form  good 
men  cannot  be  represented. 

*Mr.  Denman  apprehended  from  the  remarks  he 
had  heard,  that  the  purport  of  the  constitution  was 
to  do  away  with  representative  government.  Are 
you  going  to  say  on  your  minutes  that  no  advance 
has  been  made  by  the  adoption  of  representative  go- 
vernment in  place  of  monarctiical?  Reform  might 
go  too  fast.  He  was  engaged  in  the  temperance  re- 
form, which  was  divided  between  moral  suasion  and 
political  action,  and  in  the  struggle  both  bad  suffer- 
ed. At  Paterson  there  was  a little  war  on  this  sub- 
ject, officers  had  resigned,  and  a meeting  last  Friday 
had  broken  up  in  a row.  This  constitution  would 
do  the  same  for  land  reform.  One  speaker  had  as- 
serted that  the  reform  could  not  be  carried  because 
legislators  would  prove  treacherous.  All  legislators 
are  not  treacherous:  they  do  what  their  party  wishes 
them  in  nine  cases  cut  of  ten.  We  have  but  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind,  and  then  land  reform  will  be 
carried  triumphantly  by  legislators.  He  believed 
that  republican  government  was  a great  advance,  and 
had  done  some  good  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Fay,  declared  his  belief  that  this  constitution 
would  yet  become  established  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Evans,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  West, 
explained  the  practicability  of  carrying  land  reform 
by  the  votes  of  the  small  farmers,  who  were  the 
majority  and  who  would  be  benefited  by  their  adop- 
tion. 

Dr.  Newbery,  in  his  previous  remarks,  bad  taken 
a wrong  view  of  the  subject  under  discussion,  not 
having  been  present  at  its  commencement.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  though  he  believed  it 
as  necessary  to  associate  reforms  as  to  associate 
individuals.  He  had  opposed  the  lady’s  resolution 
[censuring  the  clergy]  because  it  struck  at  one  class 
more  than  another.  Each  class  of  reformers  was 
anxious  to  put  their  own  first.  We  must  put  all  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Adam  believed,  with  the  last  speaker,  that 
reforms  should  go  together  when  they  could.  A thing 
that  he  thought  it  right  to  do  himself  he  would  be 
willing  to  recommend. 

Mr.  Broach.  If  this  resolution  were  adopted,  the 
constitution  would  become  e new  issue.  Me  object- 
ed to  more  issues,  believing  our  present  measures  to 
be  well  arranged  as  they  are.  A law  of  congress 
would  settle  the  question  of  the  freedoom  of  the  pub- 
ic lands,  of  which  we  nave  some  1,400,000,600 
acres,  without  a new  constitution.  Then  the  work- 
ingman would  be  in  a condition  to  exercise  the  right 
of  suffrage  independently.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
proposed  constitution,  but  would  not  have  it  connect- 
ed with  the  measures  already  adopted.  It  has  been 
said  that  our  representatives  were  easily  corrupted; 
but  It  must  be  considered  that  with  a free  home  in 
prospect  they  would  be  less  corruptible. 

After  some  proceeding,  as  to  the  manner  of  taking 
the  question  on  recommending  the  “constitution  of 
a free  stale,”— the  subject  was  laid  over  until  next 
day. 

Mr.  Masquerier,  by  consent,  read  and  offered  a de- 
finition of  rights  and  constitution  for  a new  state, 
which  occasioned  a brief  desultory  debate. 

Mr.’Ryckman  thought  that  measures  offered  for 
the  good  of  tlic  people  should  not  be  lightly  treated. 
He  also  had  a short  constitution  to  offer,  which  he 
did  verbally. 

Mr.  Denman  thought  that  to  add  ucw  raattei  to  out 
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plan  of  reform  would  only  be  to  trammel  it.  If  we 
•go  on  in  our  present  course,  in  one  year  the  people 
will  be  with  us  in  sentiment  if  not  in  practice.  The 
increasing  appeals  for  charity  in  our  streets  vrill  aid 
to  force  attention  to  the  only  feasible  remedy  for  ex- 
isting erils. 

Mr.  Masquerier’s  docnment  was  referred  to  the 
executive  committee. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Hosmer  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  taken  up  separately,  and  adopted  unani- 
mously with  very  little  debate: 

Resolved,  That  the  present  mode  of  collecting  re- 
venues for  the  support  and  purposes  of  government 
by  the  taxation  of  every  day  and  necessary  articles 
of  consumption  is  false  in  principle  and  unjust  in 
practice;  that  it  is  a fruitful  source  of  corruption  and 
usurpation  in  the  executive,  unequal  and  partial  in 
its  operation  upon  the  people,  and  we  ought  all,  as 
■we  love  our  country  and  our  race,  to  labor  for  its 
speedy  and  complete  overthrow. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  present  war  is  waged  at  the 
instance  and  behalf  of  southern  slavery  and  northern 
capital,  it  is  fit  that  they  bear  the  expenses  thereof; 
and  that  the  people  ought,  as  one  man,  to  say  that 
its  expenses  shall  not  be  paid  by  indirect  taxation, 
whereby  they  are  plundered  of  their  own  hard  ear 
nings,  but  by  a direct  tax  upon  the  propeity  of  the 
country. 

Resolved,  That  had  the  expenses  of  government 
been  thus  levied,  the  present  war  would  never  have 
existed,  and  that  as  an  efficient  mode  of  preventing 
all  war,  of  disbanding  the  army  and  navy,  and  of 
introducing  general  reform  into  the  action  of  the 
government,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
system  of  direct  taxation  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
ment. 

SEVENTH  DAT. 

The  congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  exe- 
cutive committee  to  transact  the  business  referred  to 
them  and  report  to  the  next  congress,  according  to  a 
resolution  adopted  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Hugh  T.  Brooks  of  Wyoming,  Louis  W.  Ryckman 
ofNew  York,  William  Colvin  of  Pittsburgh,  George 
H.  Evans  of  New  Jersey,  A.  E.  Bovay,  Geo.  Adam, 
and  John  Commerford  of  N.  York,  were  appointed; 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fay,  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  committee  was  reconsidered,  and 
amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the  committee  consist 
of  one  from  each  stale,  where  suitable  persons  are 
known,  besides  five  members  from  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  in  addition,  one  from  any  principal  city. 
The  following  persons  were  then  appointed:  E.  W. 
Parkman  of  Boston,  Wm.  S.  Wait  of  Illinois,  John 
Atkinson  of  Cincinnati,  Jas.  McClatchy  of  N.  York, 
L.  W.  Case  of  Connecticut,  B.  F.  Bailey  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Wm.  K.  Wilson  of  Milwaukee, 
B.  W.  Dyer  of  Vermont,  S.  B.  Wetherell  2d  of 
Maine,  Fanny  Lee  Townsend  of  Providence,  John 
Whealcraft  of  Indiana,  R.  B.  McDonald  of  Dela- 
ware, George  Birch  of  Virginia,  and  John  G.  Wood- 
ruff of  Albany,  Hugh  Scott  of  Albany,  A.  H.  Rosen- 
heim of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  How  of  N.  Orleans,  and 
Appleton  Fay  of  Worcester. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Adam,  from  the  committee  on 
the  means  of  spreading  our  prineiples,  was  then 
taken  up,  and  the  act  recommended  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Brooklyn,  being  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  leaving  the  congress  delivered  a brief  part- 
ing address,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  he  bad 
the  greatest  confidence  in  the  three  political  land 
measures  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  congress 
and  adopted  by  the  national  reform  association.  He 
was  somewhat  fearful  of  novelties,  which  it  was 
easy  to  ridicule,  and  which  would  be  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  demagogues.  It  was  best  to  concentrate 
our  force  on  one  point,  according  to  the  tactics  of 
Napoleon.  Mr.  Fay’s  proposed  constitution  provid- 
ed lor  a purer  democracy  than  any  yet  known,  and 
its  very  excellence  in  that  respect  made  him  fear 
that  it  might  distract  attention  irom  the  land  reform. 
He  thought  it  the  best  policy  to  combine  first  on  the 
main  object. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Fay: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  the  consti- 
tution of  tbe  industrial  congress  be  a mended  at  its 
next  session,  by  the  addition  of  the  following  article: 
“Tbe  delegates  to  tbe  sessions  of  this  coogress,  elect- 
ed agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  article, 
shall  bring  a certificate  of  election  at  a regular  meet- 
ing for  that  purpose,  and  containing  the  number  of 
tbe  members  of  the  association  from  which  he  claims 
to  be  a delegate,  signed  by  the  president  and  attest- 
ed by  the  secretary,  and  ail  to  bear  date  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  the  session  to  which  he  is  elected.” 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Alessrs.  West, 
Adam,  Masquerier,  and  Westbrook,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Arbutbnot,  Evans,  and  Van  Amringe.  It 
wascouteuded  that  the  difficulty  ol  complying  with 


the  provisions  of  this  resolution  in  many  places 
would  deprive  the  congress  of  many  valuable  mem- 
bers. The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a small  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Evans  offered  the  following  resolution  which 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  industrial  congress  nominate  candidates 
for  the  presidency  and  vice  presidency,  and  that 
the  delegates  be  elected  with  reference  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Arbuthnol  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  ^'hat  the  following  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  industrial  congress  ba  submitted 
to  the  voters  entitled  to  representation  in  it,  with  a 
view  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  next  congress: — “Any 
alteration  or  amendment  of  this  constitution  shall  be 
proposed  at  one  congress  and  passed  by  the  follow- 
ing.” 

Tbe  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Adam, 
Fay,  Westbrook,  and  West,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Denman,  and  Evans.  It  was  contended 
by  tbe  opposition  that  the  constitution  appeared  all 
that  was  necessary  to  effect  the  object,  but  that  if 
amendment  were  needed  the  delegates  to  any  con- 
gress could  be  instructed  to  amend  it  at  once.  The 
resolution  was  adopted  by  a small  majority, 

Mr.  Fay  moved  to  have  leave  to  alter  a clause  of 
his  “constitution  for  a free  state,”  before  the  final 
vote  should  be  taken  on  the  recommendation  of  it. — 
Mr.  Arbutbnot  objected,  unless  the  whole  document 
could  be  considered,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  it. 
The  call  was  not  sustained.  The  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  resolution  recommending  the  constitution  were 
then  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  rejected  by  a 
small  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  committee  be  in- 
structed to  address  the  constitutional  conventions  of 
Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  other  states  on  the  subject  of 
land  reform. 

Mr.  Adam  said  that  as  it  was  rather  extraordinary 
that  a body  assembled  for  such  a purpose  was  hon 
ored  by  the  presence  of  a female  delegate,  he  moved 
that  the  thanks  of  the  congress  be  given  to  Fanny 
Lee  Townsend,  of  Rhode  Island,  for  her  regular 
attendance  during  the  session.  Adopted  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Fay  said  he  was  glad  that,  although  some 
sharp  shots  had  been  exchanged,  the  session  had 
passed  off  with  such  general  good  feelings.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  measure  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, it  had  met  with  favor  far  beyond  his  expecta- 
tions.. 

The  president  said  he  was  delighted  that  we  had 
proceeded  with  so  much  harmony  as  we  have  done. 
Few  who  were  so  little  accustomed  to  legislation, 
would  have  done  so  much  business  in  so  short  a 
time.  He  concluded  a feeling  address  by  hoping  that, 
cheered  by  the  interchange  of  views  and  the  una- 
nimity with  which  we  had  adopted  new  means  to 
advance  our  reform,  we  should  now  go  forward  hind 
in  hand,  to  achieve  the  emancipation  of  the  human 
family. 

Mrs.  Townsend  returned  hep  thanks  for  what  she 
termed  the  liberality  of  the  congress  in  allowing  her 
a seat.  [The  constitution  provides  for  representa- 
tion of  women  as  well  as  men.]  The  position  taken 
by  Ibis  body  in  defence  of  women’s  rights  was  the 
harbinger  of  a belter  day.  She  had  been  exceeding- 
ly interested  by  the  proceedings  of  the  congress,  and 
was  happy  to  be  identified  with  it.  She  would  ad- 
vocate its  interests,  especially  with  her  own  sex.  If 
it  went  on  as  it  had  begun  it  would  soon  add  to  its 
power  as  well  as  to  its  fame. 

Dr.  Newbery  then  said,  “I  thank  you  for  making 
this  hall  your  place  of  meeting.”  It  was  open  for 
reformatory  movements,  and  he  hoped  would  be  so 
used,  for  one  year.  He  would  lecture  every  even- 
ing in  the  absence  of  others,  and  hoped  the  friends 
from  the  country  would  make  it  known  to  other 
friends  visiting  the  city. 

The  congress  then  adjourned  its  session,  sine  die. 

GERRITT  SMITH. 

Mr.  Smith  a few  weeks  since  was  solicited  by  a 
number  of  persons  with  whom  he  associates  in  opini- 
on, to  consent  to  be  nominated  for  the  presidency. — 
He  declined  their  solicitations  peremptorily,  but  on 
doing  so,  announced  the  principles  upon  which  if  he 
were  elected  presideni,  he  should  conduct  his  ad- 
ministration. We  copy  an  abstract  of  those  princi- 
ples as  laid  down  by  himself: 

1.  He  would  first  stop  the  Mexican  war  and  ask 
pardon  of  God  and  Mexico  for  our  wholesale  mur- 
ders of  the  Mexican  people,  returning  Ihe  territory 
we  hare  taken  by  force. 

2.  Utterly  abolish  the  army  and  navy. 

3.  Abolisl)  all  customs  or  commercial  restrictions 
1 whatever. 


4.  Establish  a system  of  direct  taxation  alone. 

5.  Urge  liberal  expenditures  for  light  houses,  har- 

bors, improving  rivers,  &c.,  but  none  at  all  for  forti- 
fications, ships  of  war,  &c.  7.  Interpret  and  apply 

the  constitution  as  at  deadly  war  with  slavery.  8. 
Stop  selling  the  public  lands,  allow  every  man  who 
needs  to  lake  a portion  of  them  without  pay,  and 
render  the  homestead  inalienable.  9.  Discountenance 
distinctions  between  native  and  adopted  citizens. — 
10.  Appoint  no  man  to  office  who  bases  the  right  of 
suffrage  on  properly  or  color.  II.  Give  no  office  to 
a slaveholder,  any  more  than  to  any  other  pirate. — 
12.  Nor  to  any  man  in  favor  of  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cating drinks.  11.  Nor  to  any  adhering  member  of 
a secret  society. 

The  announcement  of  these  principles  have  no 
doubt  contributed  to  the  joint  nomination  subsequent- 
ly made,  as  above.  Whether  he  accepts  these  more 
formal  calls  we  have  to  learn. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


The  report  of  Gsn.  Scott  having  advanced  from 
Puebla  towards  the  city  of  Mexico  turns  out  to  be 
unfounded  as  was  the  report  that  the  Mexicans  had 
sent  propositions  for  peace.  General  Scott  was  at 
Puebla  on  the  16th  June,  with  a force  not  exceeding 
6000  men,  wailing  for  reinforcements  to  enable  him 
to  advance. 

Gen.  Cadwaliader,  who  left  Vera  Cruz  on  theTlh 
with  some  600  men  to  reinforce  Col.  McIntosh,  after 
overhauling  the  train  of  which  the  latter  was  in 
charge,  and  taking  command,  finally  reached  Jalapa, 
after  several  conflicts  with  the  guerrillas.  The  en- 
tire force  of  the  column  was  now  probably  about 

1700  men.  With  these  he  is  said  to  have  proceeded 

from  Jalapa  on  the  I9lh,  with  a view  of  joining  Gen. 
Scott.  One  of  the  latest  letters  from  Vera  Cruz 
stales  that  Alvarez  is  said  to  have  taken  his  station 
with  six  thousand  of  his  Sonora  troops,  between  Pue- 
bla and  Jalapa,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  Cad- 
wallader’s  train,  and  would  probably  be  reinforced. 
That  we  do  not  credit,  but  the  march  will  be  one  of 
difficulty  we  hare  no  doubt. 

Another  reinforcement  consisting  of  about  1800 
men,  that  bare  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  after  General 
Cadwaliader  left  there,  were  to  march  under  General 
Pillow,  with  a view  of  joining  General  Scott. 

The  utmost  that  the  most  sanguine  can  now  flatter 
themselves  with,  is  that  those  two  columns  will  join 
Gen.  Scott  during  the  month  of  June.  His  forces 
will  then  fall  short  of  10,000  men  being  less  than  half 
the  number  which  it  appears  the  government  at 
Washington  wrote  to  him  in  one  of  their  latest  des- 
patches, that  he  should  have  by  the  last  of  June 

The  despatches  alluded  to  were  captured  by  Mexi- 
cans and  their  contents  or  at  least  part  of  them  have 
been  published. 

Vera  Croz  June  24th.— T4e  vomito  is  yet  picking 
our  poor  follows  off’,  one  or  two  at  a time  in  the  city. 
Col.  Banks  well  known  in  N.  Orleans  and  here  as  one 
of  the  finest  fellows,  and  most  enterprisiug  men  in 
the  country,  is  one  of  the  last  victims  of  which  1 am 
informed.  He  died  yesterday  morning,  after  forty- 
eight  hours  illness.  The  disease  cannot  be  said  to 
be  raging,  nor  do  1 think  it  is  nearly  so  fatal  in  its 
operation  as  it  has  been  in  other  years;  but  it  is  a 
serious  matter,  and  it  is  impossible  to  feel  any  degree 
of  comfort  in  in  its  neighborhood. 

You  will  gather  a fair  notion  of  the  daring,  and 
audacity  of  the  guerrillas,  from  their  repeated  afro 
cities  under  the  walls  of  this  city.  Wiihiii  the  past 
thirty  six  hours,  another  man  has  been  hanged  by 
them  almost  within  gun  shot  of  our  batteries?  The 
victim  was  one  of  the  most  active  police  officers  a 
Dane,  named  Miller.  He  and  a Frenchaian  were 
out  riding,  when  they  were  “lassoed”  and  carried 
into  the  woods.  The  Frenchman  was  released  but 

Miller  is  said  lo  have  been  put  to  death  as  stated. 

Parties  were  out  most  of  the  day  and  night  of  yester- 
day, in  search  of  the  depredators  of  tile  outrage  and 
seven  Mexicans  were  seized  on  the  roads  and  broiiglu 
in.  Five  of  these  proved  to  be  gentlemen  bound  tj 
Medelin,  but  tbe  others  are  suspicious  character* 
and  the  governor  has  imprisoned  them  to  await 
further  examination.  One  of  them  was  taken  on  the 
horse  which  Miller  was  riding  when  attacked. 

Business  is  still,  of  course,  at  a stand.  Another 
vessel,  tile  Spanish  brig«^/iiistrtd  Campecheana  lias  ar- 
rived with  a cargo  of  the  goods  in  Havana,  nearly 
the  last,  I tlunk,  ol  that  stock.  A vessel  is  expec- 
ted soon  from  Campeacliy,  where  one  cargo  was 
stored  during  the  blockade,  and  that,  I fancy,  will 
pretty  much  close  the  foreign  trade  with  Vera  Cruz 
for  some  monllis  at  least.  ’ 

I am  informed  that  the  head  of  one  firm,  and  one 
of  the  very  first  in  the  city,  has  replied  to  a demand 
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far  duties,  from  the  collector,  that  he  has  no  money 
■end  cannot  pay.  His  thirty  days  are  out,  and  it  re- 
mains to  be  seen  what  will  be  the  result.  His  goods 
will  not  be  sold,  as  nobody  can  buy  them,  for  the 
same  reason  that  prevents  the  payment  of  his  duties. 

The  brig  Petersburg,  from  New  York,  is  now 
here,  discharging  a small,  but  rather  valuable  cargo 
— chiefly  silks  and  drugs,  to  owners,  Hargous  & co. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  Slates  vs.  Henry  P.  Nor- 
ris, found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  the  court  sentenced 
him  to  two  years’  imprisonment  or  to  the  end  of  the 
American  war. 

Two  notorious  robbers,  (one  of  them  has  already 
been  punished  by  sentence  of  the  court,)  Manuel 
Estradillo  and  Francisco  Montero,  have  been  found 
guilty  of  burglary,  sentenced  each  to  receive  fifty 
lashes  and  sis  months’  hard  labor. 

A Smith,  found  guilty  of  abusing  a Mexican  wo- 
man, to  pay  a fine  of  twenty  dollars,  one  week’s  im- 
prisonment and  costs  of  court. 

[Tampico  Sentinel. 

From  the  ATeto  Orleans  Picayune,  June  30. 

By  letter,  dated  the  24th  inst.,  from  our  Vera  Cruz 
correspondent,  we  learn  that  the  train  which  went 
ap  under  command  of  Gen.  Pillow  was  attacked  at 
Calera,  said  to  be  nine  miles  beyond  the  Puente  Na- 
cional.  The  guerrilleros  were  dispersed  with  the  loss 
of  thirty  men.  Verbal  accounts  say  we  had  some 
eight  or  ten  wounded,  but  none  killed. 

The  foice  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Pillow  left 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  18th,  escorting  a train  of  about  125 
wagons.  The  force  amounted  to  nearly  1800  men, 
and  consisted  of  the  14th  infantry,  and  a portion  of 
the  15th,  three  companies  of  the  3d  and  6th  infantry, 
six  companies  of  the  voltigueurs,  a detachment  of  the 
3d  oragoons  and  six  howitzers. 

That  such  a train  vvould  meet  with  serious  resistance 
from  guerrilla  parties,  was  not  to  be  expected;  but  we 
regret  that  our  accounts  induce  the  belief  that  it  suf- 
fered excessively  in  the  first  and  second  day’s  inarch 
from  the  heat  of  the  weather. 

There  are  a great  many  guerrilla  parties  upon  the 
road.  A small  body  of  our  troops  left  San  Juan  on 
the  21st  hoping  to  overtake  Gen.  Pillow,  but  after 
proceeding  two  or  three  miles  they  encountered  some 
guerrilleros.  These  they  charged  upon  and  disper- 
sed, but  they  saw  so  many  others  on  the  road  in  small 
parties  that  it  was  thought  prudent  to  relinquish  the 
design  of  coming  up  with  Gen.  Pillow. 

From  the  JTtw  Orleans  Bulletin. 

A letter  from  an  oflScer  of  the  army,  at  Vera  Cruz, 
states  they  had  received  information  from  the  capi- 
tal, via  Orizaba,  that  Santa  Anna  had  been  declared 
dictator,  but  without  authority  to  make  peace. — 
That  he  was  at  the  head  of  30,000  men,  and  that 
Gen.  Scott  was  withtn  25  miles  of  the  city.  Another 
fight  was  thought  to  be  inevitable. 

The  same  letter  also  states  that  General  Alvarez 
is  between  Perote  and  Puebla,  and  is  making  great 
exertions,  with  a view  to  attack  and  destroy  General 
Cadwallader.  His  force  is  reported  to  be  5000  men 
and  increasing. 

Gen.  C.,  it  will  be  recollected,  left  Vera  Cruz  with 
about  1400  men,  and  as  he  will  probably  hear  of  this 
Mexican  force  previous  to  reaching  Perote,  he  will 
no  doubt  halt  until  joined  by  General  Pillow,  who 
has  1800  men.  Two  detachments  joined,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  able  to  force  their  way  to  General  Scott’s 
headquarters. 

From  the  ATeio  Orleans  Picayune. 

Gen  Pillow — More  Generalship. — VVe  are  assured 
by  a gentleman  who  came  passenger  in  the  New  Or- 
leans, and  one  who  has  done  good  service  to  his 
country,  that  Gen.  Pillow,  who  left  Vera  Cruz  with 
a large  force  to  join  Gen.  Scott,  selected  the  middle 
of  the  day  for  marching  a part  of  the  road,  which  is 
the  dread  of  even  old  soldiers. 

The  sand  between  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  is  over 
ankle  deep,  and  the  rays  of  the  sun  in  mid-Jay  are 
terrific.  The  result  of  this  experiment  upon  raw 
recruits  was  the  death  of  six  men,  who  were  sun 
struck,  and  the  disabling  of  near  a hundred  and  fifty 
more.  At  San  Juan  so  many  of  the  troops  were 
used  up  that  it  was  proposed  to  send  them  back  to 
Santa  Fe  and  establish  a hospital  there. 

After  consultation,  and  as  there  was  adequate  force 
to  protect  such  a hospital,  it  was  decided  to  send  the 
men  back  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  Vera  Cruz  Etgle  gof 
the  23d  instant  says  that  some  thirty  of  them  had  then 
reached  there.  In  this  encounter  with  the  sun  the 
poor  soldiers  had  less  chance  than  even  Haskell’s 
command  at  Cerro  Gordo  enjoyed. 

The  Washington  ‘Union’  publishes  a letter  dated 
Vera  Crnz  June  25,  which  says: 

“General  Cadwallader  left  Jalapa  on  the  18ih. — 
30D  of  our  dragoons  were  guided  by  an  alcade  of 


I Perote,  who  led  them  into  a ravine  where  they  sur- 
rounded 400  guerillas,  killed  30  of  them,  and  wound- 
ed as  many  more,  so  that  these  fellows  will  be  very 
careful  how  they  join  another  party. 

“I  understand  that  for  duties  as  they  fall  due  un- 
der the  temporary  tariflf,  drafts  are  given  (our  pay- 
masters) on  Jalapa  and  Puebla.  For  the  heavy 
amounts  due  from  the  British  and  German  houses  on 
the  new  tarifif,  the  goods  are  stored.  They  will  give 
drafts  on  Mexico  as  soon  as  Gen.  Scott  reaches  that 
city. 

“Santa  Anna,  for  the  present  has  full  powers  to 
defend  tne  city;  so  it  appears.  Another  report  is, 
that  he  will  treat  with  General  Scott  or  some  one 
else.” 

The  English  part  of  “The  Sun  of  Anahuae,”  of 
the  24th  June,  says:  “Captain  Duperu’s  company  of 
United  States  dragoons  have  received  their  horses. 
They  paraded  through  our  streets  yesterday.  A fine 
company  it  is.  We  shall  soon  learn  some  of  their 
exploits.” 

An  incident  of  the  war.— One  of  the  most  in- 
teresting documents  which  we  find  in  the  Mexican 
papers  lately  received,  is  the  report  of  Dr.  Vander- 
iinden,  who  served  as  surgeon  general  to  the  Mexi- 
can army  at  Buena  Vista  and  again  at  Cerro  Gordo. 
A striking  and  beautiful  anecdote  is  related,  which 
illustrates  as  well  his  own  firmness  and  sense  of  pro- 
fessional duty  as  the  prompt  humanity  of  our  ofificers 
and  men. 

“1  continued,”  says  the  doctor,  “attending  to  the 
various  stages  of  amputation  in  the  midst  of  balls  and 
the  cry  of  the  enemy,  and  at  last  finished  an  opera- 
tion which  appeared  te  me  to  hare  lasted  an  age  — 
All  remained  around  the  patient  attending  to  the 
part  uf  the  operation  which  fell  to  their  share,  in  the 
midst  of  the  whistling  of  balls  and  theories  of  death. 
When  we  rose,  looking  to  Heaven  with  gratitude  for 
our  salvation,  a new  peril  came  to  dismay  us.  A 
number  of  volunteers  presented  themselves  in  front 
ol  our  entry,  and  seeing  our  uniform,  cried — ‘death 
to  the  Mexican  officers,’  and  presented  their  guns  to 
our  breasts.  I do  not  know  what  sentiment  inspired 
me  in  the  resolution  which  1 took,  but  I rushed  to 
the  muzzle  of  their  rifles — 1 showed  them  my  band, 
dripping  with  blood,  and  holding  a piece  of  the  mu- 
tilated leg,  cried — ‘Respect  humanity  or  a hospital  of 
blood — we  are  surgeons.’  My  words  produced  a 
magic  effect.  In  an  instant  an  officer,  whose  name 
1 have  since  learned  to  be  Pion,  stepped  between  the 
volunteers  and  ourselves,  raised  their  guns  with  bis 
sword,  and  these  men,  animated  by  victory,  thirsting 
to  avenge  the  loss  of  their  general,  mortally  wound- 
ed, as  1 have  since  learned,  became  from  that  mo 
iiienl  our  friends,  our  protectors.’ 

In  the  above  report  the  doctor  has  given  the  name 
of  the  officer  who  struck  up  the  guns  of  the  volun- 
teers, erroneous.  Col.  Baker,  who  was  on  the  spot 
in  command  of  Shield’s  brigade,  was  a spectator  of 
tue  scene  described,  and  confirms  its  accuracy,  but 
is  unable  to  conjecture  what  officer  is  intended  by 
Captain  Pion,  as  there  is  no  such  name  among  the 
officers  in  that  brigade  or  in  the  army. 

[W.  0.  Picayune. 

Gen.  Cadwallader  reinforces  McIntosh — takes 
command,  and  the  train  moves  on — ,Jjffdir  at  Puente  Na- 
tional. From  the  correspondent  of  the  J^ew  Orleans 
Picayune.  Vera  Cruz,  June  li. 

Gen.  Cadwallader  marched  with  his  command  from 
the  place  where  he  reached  Col.  McIntosh,  seven 
miles  this  side  of  the  Puente  Nacional,  on  the  lOlh 
ultimo,  reaching  the  bridge  about  sundown,  which  he 
louiid  occupied  by  the  guerillas,  as  well  as  the  heights 
around. 

Lieut.  Blakey,  of  the  Voltigueurs,  was  despatched 
with  a section  of  mountain  howitzers  and  twenty 
men,  and  supported  by  the  infantry  they  were  order- 
ed to  charge  the  bridge,  which  they  did  in  gallant 
style,  and  carried  it,  but  1 regret  to  say,  that  of  Lieut. 
B’s  detachment  he  lust  one  man  killed  and  four 
wounded,  Lieut.  B.  being  included  among  the  latter, 
hav  ing  received  a musket  ball  in  the  left  leg.  They 
also  lust  five  horses,  but  I cannot  learn  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  iiitantry  in  this  particular  charge.  The 
iniaiitry  immediately  charged  the  heights,  carrying 
them  in  fine  style.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Cadwal- 
lader, learing  lor  the  safety  of  Capt.  Blair  andCapt. 
Gates’  companies  of  voltigueurs,  who  were  on  the 
way  to  the  command  in  charge  of  a train  containing 
luruge  and  provisions  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
captured  Irom  the  train  while  under  the  command  of 
Col.  McIntosh,  sent  back  Capt.  Gates’ company  of 
dragoons,  who  fell  in  with  a large  paity  of  guerrillas, 
who  attacked  them,  and  whom  they  nobly  charged, 
leaving  ten  dead  Mexicans  on  the  field.  I cannot 
hear  what  number  of  our  men  were  wounded  at  the 
National  Bridge  ot  other  detachments,  with  the  ex- 
ccpiiou  of  Lieut.  Rhodes,  who  was  wounded  in  the 


knee,  who  has  relumed  to  this  place.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  the  advance  had  another  sharp  en- 
counter about  three  miles  beyond  the  hri.-ige,  driving 
the  guerrillas  before  them.  Capt.  Blair’s  and  Capt. 
Bernard’s  companies,  having  turned  over  the  sup- 
plies left  the  bridge  on  their  relurn.  At  the  same 
time  Gen.  Cadwallader  left  there  to  proceed  on  hii 
journey,  and  they  report  that  on  the  12th  they  heard 
the  report  of  fire  arms  in  the  direction  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  command  bad 
to  fight  every  foot  of  its  way  to  Jalapa.  The  loss  of 
the  Mexicans  was  no  less  than  forty,  while  ours,  at 
far  as  heard,  is  one  killed  and  eighteen  wounded. 

“armt  op  occupation.” 

The  Steamer  James  L.  Day,  reached  N.  Orleans 
on  the  1st  inst.,  with  Brazos  dates  to  the  28th — and 
Monterey  to  the  16th  ult. 

The  troops  w'ere  in  good  health. 

A train  arrived  at  Monterey  on  the  15th  from  be- 
low, escorted  by  several  companies  of  the  N.  Caroli- 
na regiment.  Capt.  Bankhead,  commanding  a com- 
pany in  the  Virginia  regiment  arrived  there  on  the 
14th  from  China. 

The  Massachusetts  regiment  had  not  arrived  at 
Monterey.  The  rumor  there  was,  (probably  unfound- 
ed) that  it  had  been  ordered  to  Vtra  Cruz. 

There  was  no  hope  of  being  able  to  advance  on 
San  Luis. 

Guerrilla  parties  and  robbers  are  doing  but  a small 
business. 

Lieut.  Mahan,  wounded  in  the  sad  duel  at  China, 
died  after  lingering  for  some  weeks  in  excruciat- 
ing pain. 

Guerrilla  affair. — The  man  we  reported  a few 
days  rigo,  as  being  seen  by  Captain  Cummings  lying 
dead  by  the  roadside  a few  miles  below  Reynosa,  it 
has  been  ascertained  was  a member  of  Capt.  Paul’s 
company,  Massachusetts  volunteers,  named  Brown. 
A company  of  Massachusetts  men,  under  Captain 
Walsh,  escorting  a train  to  Camargo,  passed  the  spot 
a few  days  ago,  and  identified  .and  buried  the  body. 
Capt.  W.  demanded  of  some  Mexicans  residing  near 
the  scene  of  murder  to  produce  the  murderers  or  he 
would  burn  down  their  ranchos.  The  threat  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  three  incorrigible  scoundrels  were 
handeJ  over  to  liim — one  of  whnm  was  killed  in  en- 
deavoring to  make  his  escape — the  other  two  are 
imprisoned  at  Reynosa.  The  clothes  of  the  murder- 
ed man  were  upon  the  Mexican  who  was  killed. 

[Flag,  3d  June. 


Soldiers'  bounties.  A correspondent  of  the  N. 
York  Commercial  Advertiser,  dated  Washington, 
June  16 — says — “The  speculators  have,  it  seems, 
been  very  busy  at  New  Orleans  in  gathering  up  the 
fragments  that  fall  from  Uncle  Sam’s  table,  in  the 
shape  of  land  warrants  for  discharged  soldiers. — 
These  warrants  are  convertible  into  treasury  scrip 
for  one  hundred  dollars,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest 
and  payable  in  ten  years.  Each  of  the  soldiers  lately 
discharged  at  New  Orleans  has  become  entitled  to 
land  scrip  convertible  into  stock.  Speculators  from 
the  north  have  had  agents  in  New  Orleans  fer  the 
purchase  of  this  scrip.  Large  amounts  have  been 
expended  in  these  purchases,  and  the  soldiers  were 
doubtless  greatly  benefited  thereby;  because,  in  their 
situation,  a certain  sum  in  hand  was  of  more  value 
than  double  the  sum  a year  or  two  hence.  The  pur- 
chased soldiers’  certificates  came  to  the  pension  of- 
fice, and  the  chief  of  that  bureau  has  adopted  such  a 
construction  as  to  render  it  scarcely  possible  for  any 
speculator  to  obtain  any  advantage  from  these  pur- 
chases, or  even  to  avoid  an  almost  total  loss  of  the 
amount  invested. 

As  a proof  of  this  1 may  mention,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  parties  concerned,  that,  a day  or  two  ago, 
a person  came  here  from  New  Orleans  with  five 
hundred  of  these  soldiers’  certificates,  convertible 
into  stock  worth  some  fifty  three  thousand  dollars. 
Col.  Edwards  applied  to  the  five  hundred  certificates 
the  square  and  compass  of  his  legal  construction,  and 
threw  out  and  rejected  the  whole  five  hundred  certi- 
ficates, on  one  point  and  another,  with  the  exception 
of  twenty  three.  But  these  Iwenly  three  certificates 
which  were  made  special  pets  were  perhaps  even 
worse  treated  than  those  that  were  rejected. 

I'he  commissioner  of  pensions  required  that  these 
twenty  three  favored  documents  should  go  back  in 
pursuit  of  the  persons  from  whom  they  emanated, 
and,  in  case  they  should  be  found  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  they  are  required,  severally,  to  confirm  the 
sale  already  made,  and  to  exet  ute  a new  transfer  of 
their  inlerest,  in  order  to  make  good  the  old  certifi- 
cate. They  are  not  obliged  by  law  to  make  any  new 
traiiblei , but  may  draw  the  slock  Ihemaelves.  In 
case  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  parties,  their  heirs 
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and  representatives  can  alone  obtain  either  the  land 
warrant  or  the  stock.  Thus  the  speculators  have 
been  badlj  bitten. 

From  the  same — Caution  against  speculators.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  immense  fortunes  were  made 
out  of  the  poor  soldiers  who  shed  their  blood  in  the 
revolutionary  war  by  speculators  who  preyed  upon 
their  distresses.  A similar  system  of  depredation 
was  practised  upon  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war.  And 
now  we  find  by  the  “St.  Louis  Union”  of  the  8lh  ult. 
that  the  sharpers  are  already  at  work  at  N.  Orleans, 
waiting  for  the  volunteers  as  they  return  from  the 
war,  and  pouncing  upon  them  the  moment  they  land 
in  the  city.  We  call  upon  all  our  brethren  to  warn 
the  volunteers  of  the  tricks  and  frauds  which  will  be 
practised  upon  them  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
to  put  them  upon  their  guard  against  these  harpies. 
If  they  do  nothing  more,  we  beg  them  to  republish 
the  following  article  from  the  St.  Louis  Union;” 

“In  conversing  with  the  gallant  lllinoisians  who 
have  just  returned  from  General  Scott’s  army,  we 
were  sorry  to  learn  that  many  of  the  privates,  whilst 
in  New  Orleans  were  induced  to  sell  their  certificates. 
Not  knowing  the  importance  of  retaining  those  evi- 
dences of  their  sernce,  they  parted  with  them  to 
■harpers,  who,  regardless  of  the  soldiers’  welfare, 
extorted  from  them  the  bounty  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  Each  of  those  privates  is  entitled  to  160 
acres  of  land,  and  yet  many  of  them  sold  their  bounty 
for  less  than  filty  dollars.  We  learn  that  there  is  a 
set  of  persons  in  New  Orleans  who  make  it  a regular 
business  to  seize  upon  the  returning  volunteers,  and 
buy  their  certificates  for  a trifling  sum.  It  is  thus 
they  filch  from  men  who  have  been  battling  for  their 
country  the  fruits  of  a nation’s  gratitude.  In  most 
cases,  gross  imposition  is  practised.  If  a volunteer 
parts  with  his  certificate,  knowing  its  value,  no  one 
has  a right  to  complain;  but  if  deceived  as  to  its  im- 
portance, he  is  outrageously  wronged,  and  the  Shy- 
lock  who  abuses  him  deserves  unmitigated  execra- 
tion.” 

It  is  far  better  for  the  soldiers  to  preserve  these 
evidences  of  their  service  as  long  as  possible — at  all 
events,  not  to  act  too  hastily;  but  take  time,  and  con- 
sult with  their  friends  at  home  about  the  proper  dis- 
position of  their  certificates.  Meanwhile,  we  may 
add  that,  according  to  the  act  of  February  last,  all 
sales,  mortgages,  Slc.  are  null  and  void  prior  to  the 
issue  of  the  land  warrant  or  certificate,  (of  Treasury 
scrip.) 

Major  Gen.  Patterson — Public  dinner.  A large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  addressed  an 
invilalioij  to  Major  G^en.  Patterson  to  partake  of  a 
public  dinner,  as  a testiu.ony  of  their  respect  and  of 
their  approbation  of  his  services  in  Mexico.  The 
invitation  was  accepted  and  the  affair  came  o3'  in 
great  style. 

Hetcrn  of  volunteers.  ?ome  hundred  or  more 
of  .discharged  volunteers  of  the  Alabama  and  Geor- 
gia regiments  arrived  here  on  Uie  steamer  ilraj. 
street,  and  we  are  much  gratified  to  find  and  take  by 
the  hand  several  of  our  own  glorious  fellows  who 
had  stood  out  the  campaign,  and  though  bronzed  by 
a Mexican  climate  still  look  as  fresh  and  hearty  as 
ever.  We  welcome  them  back  with  pride  and  plea- 
sure, as  deserving  the  respect  and  honor  of  the  com- 
munity— as  citizens  who  have  done  their  duty  w«ll 
and  manfully  under  their  country’s  banner.  Many 
of  the  volunteers  bore  trophies — Mexican  swords, 
lances,  escopetes,  uniforms,  &c.  acquired  in  the 
compaigu.  Mr.  T.  J.  Noble,  of  our  city,  has,  among 
other  things,  a writing  desk  w hich  belonged  to  Santa 
Anna,  taken  at  Cerro  Gordo,  and  which  conlaiiis  his 
autograph  letters  to  Gen.  Salas  and  others.  Owing 
to  circuu^stances,  only  seven  men  out  of  a full  batta- 
lion which  Monlguinery  county  raised  for  the  field, 
remained  in  service;  and  since  so  much  has  been  said 
about  whig  “aid  and  comlort,”  “Mexican  whigs,” 
etc.  It  may  not  be  deemed  invidious  to  remark  that 
jii  out  ol  the  seven  which  remained  in  the  field  were 
llhigs.  [Montgomery,  Ala.  Journal. 

The  duel  which  took  place  at  China,  Mexico,  on 
the  SUth  May,  between  Lieut.  Mahan,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Lieut.  Muiiford,  of  Virginia,  both  be- 
longing to  the  Virginia  volunteers,  was  a tragical 
illustration  ofsucli  an  unjustifiable  recourse  of  setll- 
ing  disputes.  They  went  to  the  field  it  is  stated, 
without  seconds;  drank  with  each  other  very  cordial- 
ly, arranged  the  manner  ol  the  fight — measured  the 
ground — and  refused  to  listen  to  luielerenoe.  They 
fought  with  muskets — distance  iUO  yards,  at  first, 
but  with  the  privilege  ol  advancing.  On  dropping 
the  handkerchief  as  the  signal,  both  took  aim — 
then  both  came  to  the  “recover” — Muulord  tlien 
advanced  about  forty  yards,  when  both  again  look 
aim.  And  both  again  came  to  the  recover — Muuloro 
again  advanced  to  within  forty  fire  yards  of  his  an 


tagonist,  then  halting,  both  again  took  deliberate  aim, 
fired  at  the  same  instant  and  both  lell.  Munford 
received  seven  wounds,  several  of  which  alone, 
would  have  proved  mortal.  He  survived  but  a few 
hours,  but  remained  sensible  to  the  last.  Mahan 
received  three  wounds,  one,  a slug,  struck  him  in 
the  brest  and  passed  through  him.  He  lingered  for 
some  time.  Capts.  Young  and  Bankhead,  and  Lii-tils. 
Garnett  and  Coleman,  were  present  at  Ibis  duel,  as 
the  friends  of  the  parties. 


TRADE  AND 

COMMERCE. 

Foreign  grain  measures. 

—The  following  is  a correct 

statement  in  American  bushels,  of  the  various  European 
measures  of  grain — 

American  bushels. 

English  quarter 

8 28-100 

“ imperial  bushel 

1 4-100 

Danizig  last 

87  15-100 

Amsterdam  last 

83  37-iaO 

Hamburg  last 

91  43-100 

Rostock  last 

105  71-100 

Sl  Petersburg  tchetwert 

5 49-100 

Odessa  tchetwert 

6 6-100 

Naples  Tomolo 
Leghorn  sack 

1 57-100 

2 

Genoa  emine 

3 34-100 

Spanish  fanegue 

1 62-100 

Lisbon  alquiere 

- 11-100 

Copenhagen  tonne 

4 74-100 

Swedish  tonne 

3 97-100 

Mayence  mattu 

3 37-100 

French  hectolitre 

2 85-100 

Immigrants.  Arrived 

at  the  port  of  New  York 

from  1st  January  to  30th  June,  81,954  passengers;  at 
the  ports  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  from  the  open- 
ing of  navigation  to  20th  June,  32,338  , being  one 
third  more  than  to  the  same  period  last  year. 

Steamboats  on  the  Rio  Grande.  The  New  Orleans 
Picayune  gives  a list  of  37  American  steamboats,  now 
running  on  the  Rio  Grande,  of  which  22  belong  to  go- 
vernment, and  15  lo  individuals — besides  which,  11 
have  been  lost. 

Atlantic  steamers.  The  Cambria  left  Boston  on  the 
1st  July  with  116  passengers,  every  berth  occupied,  and 
many  applicants  disappointed.  She  carries  out  30,000 
letters  and  newspapers  in  proportion. 

The  Britannia,  which  left  Boston  the  1st,  reached 
Liverpool  on  the  13ih  June. 

The  new  American  mail  steamer  Washington,  which 
left  New  York  on  the  1st,  reached  Southampton,  Eng- 
land, on  the  15ih,  and  left,  lor  Bremen  on  the  16th. 

The  French  steamer  Union,  the  first  of  the  new  line 
between  Cherbourg  and  New  York,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  the  8th,  bringing  16  passengers  in  the  first  ca- 
bin, 27  in  the  second,  a nd  96  in  the  steerage — 139  in  all. 

Pacific  mail  steamers.  The  secretary  of  the  navy 
has  decided  that  the  contract  for  tlie  line  of  mail  vessels 
from  Panama  to  Oregon  shall  be  made  for  sea  steamers 
of  not  less  than  one  thousand  tons.  The  contract  for 
conveying  the  mail  to  Chagres  has  already  been  entered 
into  with  Col.  Sloo.  He  is  to  employ  eea  steamers  of 
not  less  than  a thousand  tons.  Col.  Sioo  is  one  of  the 
bidders  for  the  Panama  and  Oregon  route.  The  pro- 
posals will  be  decided  upon  in  a few  days. 

[Journal  of  Com. 

Schooner  Columbian  Packet.  Thanks  to  the  British 
Consul. 

British  Consulate,  Baltimore,  June  16,  1847. 

Sir;  Capt.  Marshall,  late  master  of  the  unfortunate 
schnr.  “Columbian  Packet,’’  with  the  surviving  hands, 
(lour  having  been  drowned)  called  upon  me  this  morn- 
ing to  report  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  and  their  providen- 
tial escape  from  the  wreck,  owing  to  the  humane  and 
intrepid  exertions  of  yourself  and  the  crew  of  the  pilot 
boat  Pocahontas,  under  your  command. 

You  not  only  rescued  those  unfortunate  men  from  im- 
minent peril  whilst  they  were  clinging  to  the  spars,  in 
momentary  expectation  of  sinking,  hut  you  treated  them 
on  boord  of  your  vessel  with  a generous  hospitality 
which  they  will  long  remember  with  feelings  of  lasting 
gratitude. 

As  her  majesty’s  consul  for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  I 
beg  leave  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  my  government 
for  your  noble  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  to  add,  ihal 
I shall  not  fail  to  make  it  known  in  the  proper  quarter. 

With  my  very  best  wishes  for  your  continued  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  1 am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble 
servant,  JOHN  McPAVISII. 

Captain  Clarke,  commanding  the  pilot  boat  Pocahon- 
tas. 

Navigation  of  the  Orinoco  and  Ature.  We  slated 
recently  that  the  Venezuelan  government  had  granted 
to  Vespasian  Ellis,  Esq  the  exclusive  privilege  of  navi- 
gating, by  steamers,  the  rivers  Orinoco  and  Apure,  for 
tlie  term  of  eighteen  yetirs  from  the  14ih  of  last  month, 
upon  terms  highly  advantageous.  We  observe  by  a 
card  in  the  New  York  papers  that  Mr.  E.  is  desirous  of 
making  arrangenients  imnicdialcly  w ilh  individuals  or 
a company  to  cutnmence  ths  enterprise.  The  capital 
required  i«  about  f200,000. 


British  markets, — By  the  Cambria. 

Monet  market. — London,  June  19 — The  moneta- 
ry prospects  of  the  country  are  decidedly  encourag- 
ing. The  Bank  of  England  discounts  more  freely, 
its  stock  of  bullion  having  increased  to  $10,236,590 
whilst  its  ciiculalion  has  diminished  ^316  730  since 
last  report,  and  now  stands  at  18,345,660.  The 
promising  appearance  of  growing  crops,  and  the 
suspension  of  the  export  of  specie,  diffuses  general 
confidence. 

The  Caledonia  brought  no  specie  this  trip. 

The  impression  is,  that  remittances  of  specie  have 
now  ceased,  and  that  new  life  is  about  lo  be  infused 
inte  the  British  manufactures.  Discounts  are  now 
more  easily  obtained  of  the  bank;  bills  due  in  Sep- 
tember have  been  done  at  5 per  ct.  and  by  discount 
houses  at  5^. 

Consols  have  reached  89.  Exchequer  bills  are 
firmer  than  they  were. 


Grain  and  Flour.  The  corn  markets  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom  have  been  in  a very  fluctuating 
position  since  the  4lh  ult., — raising  and  falling  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reports  cir- 
culated respecting  the  supplies  on  hand,  the  aid  to 
be  had  from  foreign  countries,  the  prospects  of  the 
growing  crops,  and  the  many  and  unauthenticated 
rumors  afloat  touching  the  potato  blight. 

Prices,ilappears,continued  slowly  to  advance  from 
those  brought  by  the  Cambria,  June  4th,  until  the 
lltb  of  June,  when  western  canal  flour  touched  46s. 
per  barrel,  with  58s.  for  yellow,  and  60s.  for  white 
Indian  corn  pr.  quarter,  and  22s.  to  28s.  maintained 
for  meal;  but  from  this  they  rapidly  receded,  and 
were  left  as  the  following  statement  will  show: 

The  prices  of  breadstuff's  in  Liverpool. 

June  3.  June  IS. 

Per  Cambria.  Per  Caledonia. 
Flour  42  0a44  0 38  0a40  6 

American  wheat  12  6aJ3  3 10  6all  8 

Indian  corn  56  0 60  0 45  0a50  0 

Corn  meal  28  0j29  0 21  6j22  0 

The  tendency  of  prices  still  down  ward. 


Corn  meal.  Loud  complaints  are  made  of  the 
condition  in  which  corn  meal  reaches  market,  espe- 
cially that  which  is  in  barrels.  They  advise  that  it 
be  sent  in  future  in  sacks.  The  truth  is,  that  suffi- 
cient caution  has  not  been  observed  here,  in  provid- 
ing for  a sea  voyage  by  sufficiently  kiln-#rying  corn 
for  meal.  It  requires  great  caution  to  preserve  corn 
meal  for  any  length  of  time  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  The  character  of  the  article  in  foreign  coun- 
tries will  sufler  by  neglect  on  our  part,  more  than 
people  are  aware  of. 

Wilmer  & Smith  in  their  circular  of  the  19th 
say:  “The  demand  for  Indian  corn  meal  has  com- 
pletely subsided,  and  yesterday  it  was  not  possible 
to  effect  sales  at  23s.  per  bbl.  Our  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  ex'ensive  loss  which  importers 
of  Indian  corn  meal  sustain  in  consequence  of  the 
“leakage,”  as  it  is  termed,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  in  every  stage  ol  shipping,  landing,  warehous- 
ing, &o.  It  has,  therefore,  been  suggested  to  use 
fine  canvass  bags  in  place  of  barrels,  .viany  parties 
ate  also  in  the  habit  of  packing  corn  meal  warm 
from  the  kiln  in  green  and  unseasoned  barrels.  By 
such  a procedure  shippers  encounter  a heavy  loss, 
inasmuch  as  the  extraction  of  the  sap  from  the  wood 
deteriorates  the  whole  contents.  A remedy  for  this 
serious  evil  would,  we  think,  be  found  by  substitut- 
ing bags  for  barrels.” 


Importations  of  breadstdffs.  The  "Eocono- 
mist”  compiles  the  following  from  oflicial  tables: 
“Of  all  articles  of  daily  consumption,  the  quan- 
tities imported  in  the  present  year  extiibit  a still 
mote  siricking  contrast  with  those  of  foimer  years. 
The  following  is  tiie  comparison  abstracted  from  the 
tables: 


Imported  Jan.  5 to  May  5. 


Grain  of  all  kinds  qrs. 
f'lour  and  meal  cwt. 
Provisions — ail  kinds 
Cattle  No. 

Butler  cwt. 

Cheese 
Rice 


1845.  1846.  1847. 

227,045  820,474  2,267,413 
15,764  717,631  1,893,456 

43,846  61,826  113,765 

2,791  14,753  25,060 

61.740  49,354  82  929 

76,229  67,936  100,739 

84,894  137,701  370,517 

It  will  be  observed  that,  comparing  these  reiurns 
with  those  made  up  lo  the  15ih  April,  how  much  ttio 
imports  ol  the  month  ol  April  must  have  exceeded 
those  of  any  previous  monih.  Ujion  a close  exami- 
nation It  will  be  found  that,  in  the  month  Iruni  April 
the  5tli  to  May  5lh,  the  imports  ol  gram  and  other 
articles  of  food  have  exceeded  those  of  any  oiher 
month  on  record  by  a great  extent.  Of  grain  and 
flour,  the  imports  of  this  single  month  have  been  a* 
follows; 
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Imported  in  the  month — April  5 to  Maj  5. 


qrs. 

cwt. 

Wheat 

131,140 

Flour 

480,086 

Barley 

149  695 

Barleymeal 

5.974 

Oats 

139,505 

Oatmeal 

4,492 

Rye 

3.233 

Ryemeal 

1,630 

Peas 

13,183 

Indian  meal 

138,772 

Beans 

48,536 

Buckwheat 

72 

Maize 

446,085 

Total 

931,085 

Total 

628,026 

Besides  these  extraordinary  quantities  of  grain 
and  flour,  these  returns  show  we  imported  in  the 
month  of  April  27,803  cwt.  of  provisions  of  all 
kinds,  8,054  head  of  live  cattle,  35,437  cwt.  of  but- 
ter, 28,041  cwt.  of  cheese,  and  155,303  cwt.  of  rice 
— quantities  which  have  never  been  equalled  at  any 
former  time  whatever,  and  which  tend  in  the  most 
striking  manner  to  show  how  exceedingly  deficient 
our  own  home  supplies  roust  have  been,  seeing  that 
these  extraordinary  quantities  have  been  added  to 
them  without  producing  a greater  influence  upon 
prices.’’ 

American  provisions.  Day  & Co.’s  Circular  of 
19th  June  says: 

Bacon  has  met  a steady  demand,  and  though  the 
arrivals  have  been  large,  our  market  has  been  nearly 
cleared  at  full  prices. 

Beef  has  experienced  a fair  demand,  with  an  im- 
proved enquiry  for  extra  qualities,  while,  with  light 
arrivals,  our  quotations  for  ordinary  and  new  have 
been  well  supported. 

Butler.  The  supply  of  Irish  Is  about  equal  to  the 
demand,  with  86s.  to  96s.  per  cwt.  as  the  quotation, 
and  the  weather  is  favorable  for  an  increased  import 
thence.  Grease  butter  continues  to  meet  a very  ac. 
live  enquiry. 

Cheese.  The  market  has  been  cleared  at  full  pri- 
ces, and  early  arrivals  of  new,  fine  in  quality  and 
condition,  will  probably  do  well;  but  shipments  of 
ordinary  parcels  by  sailing  vessels  during  warm 
weather  will  have  small  chance  of  resulting  satis- 
factorily, and  had  better  be  avoided. 

Pork  continues  to  meet  a limited  demand,  and 
there  is  no  change  to  note.  Holders  are  firm,  at  72 
a76  for  prime  new  mess,  and  65i70  for  old  mess;  54 
to  62s.  for  prime. 

Rice.  The  trade  in  rice  continues  to  rule  dull,  in 
the  absence  of  any  continental  demand,  and  prices 
are  again  Js.  to  1 6 per  cwt.  lower.  The  arrivals  of 
Carolina  are  however  light,  and  its  value  is  propor- 
tionally much  below  Bengal,  and  some  improvement 
is  therefore  anticipated. 

Hams  have  been  in  fair  demand,  and  sales  to  a 
considerable  extent  having  been  eflected,  stocks  are 
much  reduced,  and  really  fine  qualities  are  veiy 
saleable  at  full  prices,  but  parcels  of  old  and  infe- 
rior can  only  result  in  loss. 

Hemp.  No  American,  and  in  the  absence  of  Rus- 
sian supplies,  our  market  is  bare  of  the  article,  with 
prices  tending  upwards.  200  bales  of  Italian  sold 
at  d£23  per  ton. 

Cotton,  fluctuated  duiing  the  early  part  of  this 
month,  but  for  the  past  ten  days  the  market  has  been 
very  firm  at  our  quotations,  with  a fair  and  steady 


business. 

Bales.  Bales. 

To  IJth  Juno,  1845.  To  lllh  June,  ’46. 
Importer  American  463,420  against  491,645 
Estimated  stock  do  359,150  524.670 

Imp.  of  all  quantities  557,719  598,780 

Estimated  stock  do  496,540  768,160 

Taken  by  the  trade  452,300  648,490 

“ speculators  184,300  139,490 

“ exporters  49,000  62,470 


Another  circular,  same  date,  slates  that  cotton  had 
advanced  id.,  and  was  firm  at  that.  The  sales  of 
the  week  ending  this  evening  amount  (o  36,400  bales, 
of  which  5,600  have  been  taken  on  speculation  and 
4,400  for  export.  The  American  descriptions  con- 
sist of  7,070  Upland  at  6|a7i;  12,140  Orleans  at  6| 
a8j;  5,170  Alabama  and  Mobile  at  63a7i;  and  120 
Sea  Island  at  12  to  18d.  per  lb.  The  quotation  to- 
day for  fair  Upland  and  Mobile  is  7d.,  and  fair  Or- 
leans 7^d.  per  lb.  The  stock  in  this  port  is  now  es- 
timated at  504,000  bales,  against  732,002  to  same 
period  last  season:  the  stock  of  American  is  about 
369,000  or  128,000  less  than  it  then  was. 

A LARGE  FLEET.  Capt.  Thompson,  of  brig  Palermo, 
at  Boston  from  Palermo,  slates  that  he  sailed  from  Gib- 
raltar on  the  17ih  of  May,  in  company  with  over  four 
hundred  sail  of  vessels  bound  west. 

On  the  8th  June,  Lord  John  Russell  stated,  in  reply 
to  a question  from  Mr.  Banks,  that  he  proposed  to  sus- 
pe  nd  the  duiits  on  the  importation  of  corn,  and  also  the 
jiaviga'ioii  laws,  to  the  1st  .March,  1818. 


Tea.  The  amount  of  lea  exported  from  Canton  to 
the  states,  from  July  1,  1846,  to  February  28,  1847.  in 
twenty  eight  vessels,  was  15,967.361  pounds,  viz:  9,446,- 
717  pounds  of  green,  and  3,520,634  pounds  of  black. 

Russia  grain.  1 he  following  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter,  dated  Riga,  June  1,  received  by  a Liverpool 
house:  “It  is  almost  impossible  to  pass  through  the 
ships  ill  this  river;  there  are  at  present  fifteen  hundred 
ships  in  this  port,  and  this  only  the  month  of  June; 
more  ships  than  ever  were  in  Riga  before  in  a year.’’ 

OUR  OWN  markets. 

Flour.  The  effect  of  the  news  by  the  last  steamer 
upon  our  grain  and  flour  markets,  was  of  course  pros- 
trating. Little  was  done  for  some  days.  On  the  7th, 
at  New  York,  sales  of  about  10,000  bbls.  of  flour  were 
effected  at  S6a6,12j  for  Genesee;  southern  brands  con- 
tinued to  fluctuate  between  81.18  and  86  31.  On  the 
8ih,  20,000  bbls.  of  flour  sold  at  ®6.12.i  for  Genesee,  and 
SS.OTjaS  for  Ohio,  and  40,000  bushels  corn  at  60a62c. 
for  white,  and  68a70c.  for  yellow.  At  Philadelphia  and 
Bahimore  on  the  same  day  prices  settled  down  to  $5.50, 
and  at  Pittsburg  to  84a4  18. 

Wheat,  of  course,  declined  in  proportion.  At  New 
York  3,000  bushels  of  Genesee  brought  $1.40  on  the 
7th;  at  Pittsburg  80  c. 

Corn-  Prices  have  fallen  off  heavily,  but  the  article 
is  in  demand;  70,000  bushels  sold  at  New  York  on  the 
7th  at62a65c.  for  while,  and  72a74c.  for  yellow. 

We  have  no  doubt  from  operations  in  the  market, 
that  orders  come  out  by  the  last  steamer  for  supplies  to 
be  forwarded  in  case  prices  decline  here  in  proportion 
to  the  depression  in  the  English  market.  A large 
amount  of  breadstuffs  will  be  required  to  serve  them  un- 
til their  own  crops  are  harvested.  Prices  here,  though 
so  far  below  what  they  have  been,  are  handsome  prices 
to  our  agriculturists.  They  will  hardly  refuse  to  sell. 

Money  market.  The  Boston  Courier  of  the  5ih  says: 
“Money  still  continues  to  be  unprofitably  abundant,  in 
ail  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  the  rates  of  discount  are  now 
lower  than  they  have  been  for  a long  time  past.  The 
deposites  in  the  Boston  banks  are  immensely  large,  and 
daily  on  the  increase.  It  is  estimated  that  the  July  di- 
vidends of  railroad,  factory,  wharf,  and  other  corpora- 
tions recently  paid  in  this  city,  amount  to  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars;  but  with  all  this  surfeit  and  repletion 
in  money  matters  there  appears  to  be  no  overtrading, 
and  none  of  the  wild  and  inordinate  speculation  which 
is  usually  incident  to  a state  of  affairs  like  the  present. 
Railroad  stocks  are  still  in  favor  for  investment,  and 
those  which  yield  regular  half  yearly  dividends,  readily 
command  high  premiums. 

The  news  by  the  British  steamer  is  considered  decid- 
edly favorable,  in  all  points  of  view.  The  ease  in  the 
foreign  money  market  and  the  promising  appearance  of 
the  crop.s  are  against  the  re-shipment  of  specie,  and 
warrant  the  belief  that  we  may  be  able  to  retain  in  this 
country  a large  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  twenty 
five  millions  of  bullion  which  we  have  received  from 
abroad  within  the  last  six  months.” 

Large  loans  have  been  made  during  this  week,  in 
New  York  on  one  name  paper,  at  5 per  cent.,  and  on 
treasury  notes  at  43. 

Bicknell’s  Reporter  states  that  the  Philadelphia 
money  market  is  easy.  First  class  paper  readily  ne- 
gotiated at  6 per  cent. 

American  stocks  in  England,  continue  to  be  regu- 
lated entirely  by  their  prices  in  our  markets,  for  which 
nearly  all  the  operations  in  them  are  made.  Pennsyl- 
vania 5’s  are  quoted  at  72;  Maryland  5s  70;  Indiana  and 
Illinois  37;  a large  business  done  in  Michigan  at  30; 
Ohio  is  at  90a92;  South  Carolina  railroad  bonds  35. 

Indian  corn  exported. — Since  1st  of  September 
last,  nine  months,  there  have  been  exported  from  the 
United  Stales  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  13,387,- 
000  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  of  which  over  five  mil- 
lions of  bushels  went  from  N.  York,  and  over  three 
millions  from  New  Orleans. 

Cuba. — Carrying  trade. — The  Spanish  government 
has  just  cut  off  a branch  of  our  trade  which  has 
given  considerable  employment  to  vessels  at  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile.  'I'hey  have  issued  a decree  to 
the  eflect,  that  any  articles  imported  to  their  colo- 
nies by  foreign  vessels,  and  tnence  shipped  to  the 
Peninsula  by  Spanish  vessels,  will,  on  their  arrival 
there,  be  subjected  to  the  same  rates  of  duty  as  if 
the  articles  had  been  imported  from  the  place  of 
production  by  foreign  vessels;  so  that  American  ves- 
sels can  no  longer  carry  cotton  to  Havana.  Hereto- 
fore many  thousands  of  bales  of  cotton  have  been 
taken  by  American  vesseL  to  Havana,  where  the 
Spanish  merchant  has  shipped  them  when  freights 
were  low  under  our  own  flag,  and  saved  the  high 
discriminating  duty. 

Rice  is  to  be  admitted  from  1st  July  at  Cuba,  at 
one  half  the  former  rate  of  duty — a reduction  of  85 
cents  till  further  orders. 

Boston  trade. — Inspections  during  the  year  end- 
ing 3Uth  June,  1847,  compared  with  those  of  1746: 


1847. 

1846. 

•Coal,  tons 

59.760 

60,254 

Coal,  bushels 

59,760 

58  125 

Coal,  chaldrons  (foreign) 

9,271 

5,273 

Coal,  tons  do 

1,769 

763 

Colton,  bales 

140,531 

164.189 

Corn,  bushels 

1,332.028 

1,280  281 

Oats,  do 

277,911 

181.434 

Rye,  do 
Shorts,  do 

29,844 

12363 

23,175 



Molasses,  hogsheads 

54,830 

47,170 

Molasses,  tierces 

3,365 

2,319 

Molasses,  barrels 

1.507 

2,315 

•Of  the  anthracite  coal. 

55,423  tons 

were  from 

Philadelphia,  and  4,337  tons  from  all  other  places. 

Domestic  cotton  goods,  exported  from  the  port  of 
Boston.  Cases  and  packages. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  May,  1845  26.714 
“ “ 1846  29,316 

“ 1847  32,123 

Of  the  above  exports  of  1846-’7,  there  was  sent 
to  Canton  4,122,  to  the  East  Indies  6.856,  Calcutta 
303,  Valparaiso  13,621,  Rio  Janeiro  3,664,  Monte- 
video and  Buenos  Ayres  273,  Sandwich  Islands  478, 
Smyrna  586.  The  balance  seems  to  have  been 
strewed  in  small  lots  nearly  all  round  the  world. 

Providence. — Statement  of  the  imports  from  Jan< 


1st  to  July  1st,  1847: 
Barrels  of  flour, 

34.737 

Bales  of  cotton, 

43.488 

Tons  of  coal, 

28,542 

Bushels  of  corn, 

209,320 

Bushels  of  oats, 

37,335 

Buhsels  of  rye. 

3,765 

N.  York  trade. — Foreign  arrivals  for  the  months 
of  April,  May,  and  June,  1847,  compared  with  those 
of  the  same  months  in  1846: 


1346 

1847. 

April, 

246 

427 

May, 

250 

429 

June, 

282 

388 

Total 

1 

778 

1244 

Buffalo.— 

-The  following  are  the  lake  imports  for  the 

third  and  fourth  week  in  June — 

Flour, 

185,280  bbls. 

Wheat, 

601,868  bus. 

Pork, 

4,638  bbls. 

Corn, 

243,620  bus. 

Meal, 

43.435  cks. 

Butler, 

347,714  lbs. 

Rye, 

22,865  bus. 

Bacon, 

566,100  lbs. 

Beef, 

1,216  bbls. 

Wool, 

1.659  bis. 

The  following:  table  will  show  the  several  products  re- 

ceived  here  during  the  month  of  June 

in  1846  and  1847: 

Flour, 

bbls. 

223,910  420,983 

Pork, 

. bbls. 

13.826  10,855 

Beef, 

bbls. 

2,400  3.538 

Wool, 

. bales 

4,410  3.392 

Wheat, 

bush. 

370,910  1,177,819 

Corn, 

bush. 

191  956  527,501 

Oats,  i 

. , 

busn. 

51,563  74,044 

[Commercial  Advertiser. 

Oswego. — Statement  of  the  leading  articles  of  im- 
port, entered  a>  Oswego  from  the  1st  to  the  251h  day 
of  June,  1847,  inclusive  which  we  compare  with  the 
imports  for  June,  1846,  of  the  same  articles;  the  for- 


er  being  for  25,  and  the  latter  for  30  days. 

1847.  1846. 

Wheat — bushels 

417,987 

217,063 

Corn  “ 

181,714 

114,524 

Barley  “ 

7,650 

none 

Other  grain, 

14,399 

5,986 

Flour — barrels 

31,794 

22,881 

Pork  “ 

3,791 

5,391 

Corn  meal. 

2,303 

none 

The  imports  of  flour,  wheat. 

and  corn,  from  the 

opening  of  navigation  to  the  1st  of  July,  for  three 
years  (less  five  days  in  1847)  are  appended: 

Flour,  bbls.  Wheat,  bush.  Corn,  bush. 


1847 

1846 

1845 


95,494 
45, .395 
27,765 


Oswego  flouring  mills.- 


1,008,323  311.805 

589,044  146,522 

353,664  2,731 

-There  are  ten  flouring  es- 


tablishments in  operation  at  Oswego,  with  53  run  of 
stone,  in  addition  to  which  four  or  five  mills  are 
about  being  erected.  It  is  estimated  that  they  will 
manufacture  this  year  from  800,000  to  1,000,000  of 
bbls.  [rimes.- 

Pittsburg. — Collector's  oflice,  July  1,  1837. 
Amount  of  business  done  ai  this  oflice  up  to  the  1st 
July,  1847.  Also,  to  the  same  time  in  1846: 

Boats  cleared.  Tonnage.  Tolls. 

1847  1,976  110,073,960  $78,422  09 

1846  1,422  61,821,028  43,630  08 


Increase  554  48,252,932  $34,792  01 

The  amount  of  business  done  at  this  oflice  during 
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thfi  raonih  of  June.  1847,  and  also  the  amount  done 
duniie  thr  »*me  monih  last  year  was 
1347  ■ 6;9  31,518.574  $25,849  69 

1846  483  31,713,208  15.959  19 


Increase  166  13,805,366  $9,890  50 

[Gazette. 

Michigan  breadsttjffs. — A letter  published  in  the 
Rocheiter  Daily  Adverliter,  dated  Detroit,  June  12th — 
furnishes  a statement  of  the  quantity  in  atoro  for  ship- 
ment as  ascertained  on  the  Sih  June,  to  be — 


vt  Detroit 

40,000  barrels. 

Monroe 

35.000 

C« 

St.  Joseph 

33.000 

u 

New  Buffalo 

5,000 

It 

Kalamazoo  river 

18,000 

Grand  river 

18,000 

Mt.  Clemens  and  other  ports 

9,000 

tt 

Toledo,  from  Southern  Michigan 

20,000 

In  store  on  the  railroad; 

Central  road 

25,000 

Southern  and  Pontiac  road 

60,000 

II 

Adrian  and  Toledo 

20,000 

I* 

Wheat  not  yet  ground  at  mills,  &.C., 

estimated  equal  to 

100,000 

Still  to  go 

383,000 

II 

Exports  this  season. 

Detroit  on  Saturiay  last 

30.5,039 

Cl 

Monroe 

100,000 

Si.  Joseph 

85,000 

II 

New  Buffalo  and  other  porta 

40,000 

“ 

Toledo,  from  Southern  Michigan 

25,000 

555,039 

ii 

From  these  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
ihipmenls  since  the  opening  of  navigation  and  the 
amount  known  to  be  in  the  state  at  this  time,  that 
the  exports  up  to  the  1st  of  September  nest  will 
not  be  lar  I'lom  one  million  of  barrels.  The  amount 
put  down  in  the  circular  of  S.  S.  & Co.  of  New  York, 
that  the  slate  could  spare  before  next  harvest,  was 
300,000  barrels.  This  port  alone  has  shipped  more, 
up  to  this  time,  than  was  calculated  for  the  whole 
state,  and  still  every  warehouse  in  the  city  is  groan- 
ing with  its  thousands  of  barrels.  No  human  calcu- 
lation can  be  made  to  approach  to  accuracy. 

Prices  had  declined  about  $2  per  bbl.,  within  the 
week  at  Detroit,  and  were  quoted  at  $6  on  the  12th. 

The  continent  of  Europe.  By  the  French  steamer 
Union,  just  arrived  at  New  York,  we  have  the  latest 
dates  Irom  the  continent. 

In  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Holland,  prices  of  grain 
had  advanced,  and  in  France  there  was  an  upward  ten- 
dency, but  the  harvest  promises  and  abundant  yield. 

Pa  is,J»ne  18.  Flour  offered  at  107  to  llOf.  per  159 
kil.  Sales  at  103  to  106f.  The  chamber  of  deputies 
have  extended  to  the  1st  of  February  the  law  permitting 
the  free  importation  of  food  into  France  and  Portugal. 


turday  next  it  will  be  taken  to  State  street,  for  a 
temporary  exhibition,  after  which  it  will  be  remov- 
ed to  Mount  Auburn,  where  it  will  be  finally  placed 
by  the  committee  authorised  to  contract  for  the  sta- 
tue. 

Ingot  copper. — The  Baltimore  copper  amelling 
company  hare  recently  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  refined  ingot  copper,  designed  for  the  supply  of 
founders  and  other  workers  in  brass.  It  is  turned 
out  after  the  process  of  refinement,  in  ingot  shape 
and  of  great  purity,  and  as  far  as  it  has  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  test  of  the  practical  worker  bas  met 
with  decided  approval.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  production  of  the  metal  in  this  form 
will  become  an  important  partof  the  company’s  stea- 
dily growing  operations. 

Fannt  Kemble  Butler’s  recantation. — In  her 
diary  of  a year’s  residence  at  Rome,  entitled  “a  year 
of  consolation,”  just  published,  the  following  pas- 
sage occurs: 

‘‘If  1 had  travelled  more  on  the  continent  before  I 
went  to  America,  1 should  have  been  infinitely  less 
surprised  and  amazed  than  I was  at  the  various  un- 
pleasant peculiarities  of  its  inhabitants.” 

‘‘Oh,  my  poor  dear  American  fellow  citizens!  how 
humbly,  on  ray  knees,  I do  beg  your  pardon  for  all 
the  reproaches  1 have  levelled  against  your  national 
diversion  of  spitting,  and  the  consequent  filth  which 
you  create  around  you.  Here  I sat  in  the  cabin  of 
this  boat,  surrounded  with  men  hawking  and  spitting 
and,  whereas  spittoons  have  been  hitherto  the  bane 
of  my  life  in  the  United  Stales,  a spittoon  here  to- 
day would  have  been  the  joy  of  my  heart  and  the  de- 
light of  ray  eyes.  How  I thought,  too,  of  the  honor 
and  security  in  which  a woman  might  traverse  alone 
from  Georgia  to  Maine,  that  vast  country,  certain  of 
assistance,  attention,  the  most  respectful  civility,  the 
most  humane  protection,  from  every  man  she  meets, 
without  the  fear  of  injury  or  insult,  screened  by  the 
most  sacred  and  universal  care  from  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  neglect  or  impertinence, — travelling 
alone  with  as  much  safety  and  comfort  as  though 
she  were  the  sister  or  the  daughter  of  every  man  she 
meets.” 

Slick  a pin  there  Messieurs  travelling  libellers  of 
American  manners!  Mrs.  Butler  set  out  from  Eng- 
land in  December  for  Havre  and  thence  for  Rome. 

Newspaper — The  London  Times  of  April  22nd, 
came  out  with  a double  supplement  full  of  advertise- 
ments making  that  issue  contain  the  enormous  num 
ber  of  2062  advertisements.  The  mere  want  of  “si- 
tuations” by  those  out  of  employ  bringing  297  adver- 
vertisements  and  occupying  five  er  six  columns. — 
The  circulation  of  the  I'lmes  is  said  to  be  25,000  per 
day — a noble  revenue. 


duction  of  time,  and  indeed  to  all  possible  modes  of 
compulation. 

Extended  calculations,  such  as  calculations  of 
eclipses,  &c.,  he  says,  can  ba  performed  by  the  usa 
of  one  eight  hundredth  part  of  the  number  of  figures 
required  in  the  common  method.  He  has  carried 
the  calculation  of  the  square  of  the  circle  to  the 
628th  decimal — much  farther  than  it  has  ever  been 
carried  before — and  that  reduction,  he  says,  is  with- 
in one  decimal  of  putting  an  end  to  the  endless  pro- 
cess. 

This  is  the  most  remarkable  instance  of  rapid  cal- 
culation we  have  ever  known.  Zerah  Colburn’s  won- 
derful performances  were  the  result  of  an  instinc- 
tive power,  which  he  could  not  explain,  much  less 
communicate.  But  Mr.  Deshonge  works  by  a fixed 
rule,  which,  he  says,  will  enable  any  one  to  accom- 
plish the  same  results;  and  he  teaches  the  process 
upon  certain  conditions  to  alt  who  wish  to  learn. 

Mr.  D.  says  he  knows  not  how  he  first  acquired 
his  superior  knowledge  of  mathematical  calculation. 
Although  he  has  since  devoted  twelve  years  to  the 
Bludy  of  mathematics,  he  thinks  he  has  not  derived 
from  others  any  addition  to  his  knowledge,  except 
by  acquainting  himself  with  the  terms  of  science. — 
He  has  not  changed  his  views  or  practice.  I'he 
principles  on  which  he  calculated  in  childhood  are 
those  which  he  now  employs.  The  process  he  uses 
for  the  solution  of  any  problem  appears  to  hinp  per- 
fectly plain,  and  he  regards  it  as  nothing  worj^erful 
in  himself.  He  feels  astonished  at  the  fact  that 
every  body  cannot  do  it  as  well  as  himself.” 

Spots  on  the  Sun. — A correspondent  of  the 
Newark  Daily  Advertiser  asserts  that  the  sun’s  disc, 
for  more  than  a year,  has  seldom  been  seen  without 
spots.  During  the  two  months  past  (April  and  May) 
spots  have  been  more  numerous  and  of  greater  mag- 
nitude. It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  these  spots  have 
had  some  influence  in  affecting  and  varying  the  tem- 
perature of  the  weather.  A comparison  of  the  sun’s 
image  and  spots,  as  they  appear  on  a screen,  magni- 
fied, have  at  various  times  shown  dark  patches 
enough,  if  placed  together,  to  cover  a circle  area 
50,000  miles  in  diameter;  and  it  Is  worthy  of  remark 
that  some  of  these  spots,  or  rather  cluster  of  spots, 
burst  forth  suddenly  and  appear  for  a day  or  two, 
and  as  quickly  disappear,  indicating  changes  in  the 
luminous  envelope  upon  a most  magnificent  scale. — 
There  were,  on  the  29th  of  May,  six  spots  on  the 
disc  of  the  sun,  vary  ing  from  5,000  to  15,000  miles 
in  diameter. 

Mr.  Gatlin,  our  talented  countryman,  has  receiv- 
ed an  order  from  Louis  Philippe  to  paint  twenty-five 
large  paintings  for  Versailles,  from  the  designs  he 
submitted  to  him  of  the  travels  of  La  Salle  on  the 
.Mississippi,  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  great  lakes  of 
North  America. 


Baltimore  Floor  trade.  Inspection  of  the  “mil- 
ler’s year,”  from  Isl  July,  1846,  to  30lh  June,  1847: 
Wheal  flour.  Rye  do.  Corn  meal. 
Quarter  ending  bbls.  bbis.  hbds.  bbis. 

Sept.  30,1846  156,183  610  50  4,134 

do  Dec.  31  246,651  486  171  14,788 

do  Mar.  31,  >47  315,458  1,152  139  42,123 

do  June  30  217,693  1,218  1,041  26,901 


Year  1846-’7:  935,967  3,436  1,401  87,951 

In  (be  foregoing  we  have  included  the  half  bbis. 
with  the  whole  bbis. 


The  inspections  of  the 
bbis. 

Year  1845- '6  770,537 

“ 1844-’5  483,529 

“ 1843-4  675,827 


last  six  years  have  been: 
bbis. 

Year  1832-’2  565,933 

“ 1841-’2  547,879 

“ 1840-’l  640,790 


Inspections  for  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  June 
in  the  years — 

1847.  1846.  1845. 

Wheat  flour  bbis.  217,865  180,320  118,552 

Wheal  flour  hf.  bbis.  4,927  6,067  7,487 

Rye  flour  bbis.  2,442  1,682  2,533 

Corn  meal  hhdi.  1,285  395  J50 

Corn  meal  bbis.  41,654  11,734  8,796 


Richmond,  Va.  Inspections  of  flour,  during  the 
quarter  ending  30lh  June,  1847,10,247  bbis.  super- 
fine; 1.764  fine;  1,276  middling;  937  condemned. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Thb  Bowditch  statue. — The  bronze  statue  of  the 
lele  Dr.  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  modelled  and  execut- 
ed by  Robert  Ball  Hughes,  a sculptor  of  acknowledg- 
ed merit,  has  been  most  successfully  cast  at  the 
foundry  of  Messrs.  Gooding  and  Gavelt,  in  Boston. 
As  this  is  the  first  bronze  statue  ever  cast  in  this 
country,  it  is  hoped  a result  so  beautiful  and  success- 
ful will  win  that  approbation  that  the  combined  ef- 
forts which  have  produced  it  so  fully  merit.  On  Sa- 


Arithmktical  Calculating. — The  line  which 
divides  instinct  from  intellect,  is  illy  defined.  As  is 
mostly  the  case  with  unsettled  boundary  lines,  end- 
less and  fathomless  disputes  occur  for  want  of  a defi 
nite  line.  Time  was,  that  all  the  thinking  world  be- 
lieved arithmetic,  algebra  and  the  higher  branches  of 
“exact  science”  all  belonged  to  the  intellectual 
sphere,  if  anything  in  nature  did.  Zerah  Colburn 
was  among  the  first  to  stagger  this  impression,  a pro- 
digy of  calculating  powers,  with  the  absence  of  ade- 
quate intellect.  Since  then  several  prodigies  of  the 
same  cast  have  been  produced,  and  finally  an  idiotic 
negro,  from  N.  Carolina,  caps  the  climax  and  seemed 
to  have  settled  the  point,  that  intellect  was  not  indis- 
pensable to  the  process  of  calculation.  The  triumph 
of  instinct  was  hardly  announced  and  the  world  di- 
rected to  a reform  in  mathematics  surpassing  any  of 
the  revolutions  of  Ibis  age  of  reform,  when  lo!  a new 
candidate  for  attention  is  brought  forward,  a young 
man  originally  from  Pennsylvania,  M.  P.  Deshonge, 
of  whose  surpassing  powers  of  calculation  the  New 
York  Courier  thus  discourses: 

“He  added  columns  containing  any  number  of  fi 
gures,  in  less  than  half  a minute, — less  ofteoliines 
than  would  enable  persons  in  general  to  glance 
through  the  column.  The  multiplication  and  divi- 
sion of  any  number  of  figures  was  performed  witti 
equal  celerity:  columns  composed  of  fractions,  or  of 
mixed  numbers,  were  added,  multiplied  or  divided 
with  a rapidity  Ibat  seemed  almost  miraculous.  We 
have  ceriaialy  never  witnessed  any  thing  of  this  kind 
so  surprising. 

Mr.  DeeboDge  says  that  in  doing  this  he  exercises 
no  unusual  faculty,  but  simply  applies  a principle 
and  process  of  his  own  discovery,  which,  moreover, 
is  equally  applicable  to  any  possible  operation  with 
figures,  and  which  can,  in  a very  few  minutes,  be  so 
entirely  comuiuiiicaled  to  other  persons  as  to  enable 
them  to  work  the  same  results  with  equal  ease.  He 
applies  it  to  every  kind  of  calculation: — to  astronomi- 
cal reckonings,  the  calculation  of  eclipses,  the  re- 


Minesota. — The  name  of  this  new  territory,  a 
correspondent  of  the  Galena  Gazette  Bays,  is  the  Sioux 
name  of  the  St.  Peters  river,  and  is  composed  oftwo 
words,  mine,  water,  and  solah,  turbid,  or  whitish  tur- 
bid, in  contradistinction  from  the  reddish  tinge  which 
muddy  streams  generally  have.  At  the  junction  of 
the  St.  Peters  with  the  Mississippi,  especially  in  the 
high  waters  of  the  Spring,  the  difference  in  the  color 
of  the  stream  is  quite  perceptible  at  a distance  of 
ibur  or  five  hundred  yards.  As  it  appears  to  be  a 
settled  principles  to  give  the  new  states  and  territo- 
ries the  name  ef  the  principal  stream  running 
through  them,  as  is  the  ease  with  Missouri,  Iowa, 
illmois  and  Wisconsin,  the  word  Minesota  (should 
be  Minesolah)  is  quite  appropriate,  as  the  St.  Pe- 
ters is  undoubtedly  the  longest,  if  not  the  largest,  ri- 
ver in  the  new  territory.  Tlie  name  is  pronounced 
Min  ne-so  tah. 

Origin  op  the  term  Mississippi. — Mr.  Peter 
Phetlynn,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  nation 
w ho  is  now  engaged  in  a search  after  the  remains  of 
his  tribe,  under  dale  of  the  6th  instant  from  Mo- 
bile, thus  writes  the  editor  of  the  Columbus  (Miss.) 
Whig. 

“1  am  still  engaged  in  the  business  of  hunting  up 
the  last  Choctaws,  which  has  led  me  into  many 
crooked  tracks,  through  pine  flats,  cane  brakes  and 
palmetto  swamps — by  land  and  by  water — through 
villages,  towns  and  cities; and  where  my  journeyiogs 
are  to  end  1 know  not,  yet  1 hope  in  a short  lioiB, 
to  be  in  my  land  beyond  uk  kin  na  Mish  ska  Suppuk- 
ni.  ****** 

“You  see  1 have  used  the  word  Mish  sha  Suppuk- 
ni,  from  which  1 am  certain  the  word  Mississippi 
derived  its  origin.  The  word  is  thus  defined.  Uk 
kin  na — river;  misli  stia — beyond;  sippukni — old,  or 
any  age — ‘The  river  beyond  any  age.’ 

Ttie  white  man  never  writes  Indian  names  cor- 
rectly, but  the  word  Mish  sha  yippnkni,  which  wa 
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prononnop  Mish  'ha  sippi,  is  snail  nearer  your  own 
lenn  Mis^' •' ippi,  ;!ian  your  own  rivEr,  Tombigbej 
is  like  the  liidiati  words  !rom  wiiich  it  .-eceived  il» 
origin. 

Porcelain  tower  of  China — This  celebrated 
structure  was  erected  by  the  Emperor  Young-Loo  to 
commemorate  the  removal  of  the  imperial  court 
from  Nankin  to  Pekin.  It  is  nine  storie.s  high,  the 
walls  being  twelve  feet  at  the  base.  It  occupied 
nineteen  years  in  building,  and  cost  2,485,585  Chi- 
nese ounces  of  silver — equal  to  nearly  one  million  of 
dollars. 

Sydney  Smith  on  war. — “A  second  great  object 
which  I hope  will  be  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  this 
royal  lady  is  a rooted  horror  of  war,  an  earnest  and 
passionate  desire  to  keep  her  people  in  a slate  of 
profound  peace.  The  greatest  curse  which  can  be 
entailed  upon  mankind,  is  a state  of  war.  All  the 
atrocious  crimes  committed  in  years  of  peace;  all 
that  IS  spent  in  peace  by  the  secret  corruptions,  or 
by  the  thoughtless  extravagance  of  nations,  are  mere 
trifles  compared  with  the  gigantic  evils  which  stalk 
over  the  world  in  a stale  of  war.  God  is  forgotten 
in  war;  every  principle  of  Christian  charity  trampled 
upon;  human  industry  extinguished,  you  see  the  son, 
and  the  husband  and  the  brothers,  dying  miserably 
at  distant  lands;  you  see  the  breaking  of  human 
hearts;  you  hear  the  shrieks  of  widows  and  children 
after  the  battle;  and  you  walk  over  the  mangled  bo- 
dies of  the  wounded  calling  for  death.  I would  say 
to  that  royal  child,  w’orship  God  by  loving  peace;  it 
is  not  your  humanity  to  pity  a beggar  by  giving  him 
food  and  raiment.  1 can  do  that,  't'hat  is  the  cha- 
rity of  the  humble  and  unknown.  Widen  your  heart 
for  the  more  expanded  miseries  of  mankind.  Pity 
the  mothers  of  the  peasantry,  who  see  their  sons  torn 
away  from  their  familie-;  pity  your  subjects,  crowd- 
ed into  hospitals,  and  calling  in  their  last  breath, 
upon  their  distant  country  and  their  young  Qieen; 
pity  the  stupid,  frantic  folly  of  human  beings  whoare 
always  ready  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  and  to 
deluge  ilie  earth  with  each  other’s  blood.  Tiiis  is 
your  extended  humanity,  and  this  the  great  field  of 
your  compassion.  Extinguish  in  your  heart  the 
fiendish  love  of  glory,  from  which  your  sex  does  not 
necessarily  exempt  you,  and  to  which  the  wicked- 
ness of  flailerers  may  urge.  Say  upon  your  death 
bed  ‘1  liave  made  few  orphans  in  my  reign — I have 
made  few  w idows;  my  object  has  been  peace.  I have 
used  all  the  weight  in  my  character,  and  all  the 
power  of  my  situation  to  check  the  irascible  passion 
ef  mankind,  and  to  turn  them  to  the  arts  of  honest 
industry.  This  has  been  ihe  Christianity  of  ray 
throne,  and  this  the  gospel  of  my  sceptre.  In  this 
way  1 have  striven  to  worship  my  redeemer  and  ray 
judge.’  ” 

Death  of  Professor  F.  F.  Gouraud. — It  is  with 
profound  regret  lhal  we  announce  the  death  of  our 
countryman,  Francis  Fauvel  Gouraud,  and  this  re- 
gret will  be  shared  by  alt  who  knew  him.  The  num 
ber  of  these  mourners  is  great,  for  rarely  has  a fo- 
reigner gained  in  America  a reputation  and  popula- 
riiy  equal  to  those  enjoyed  by  Professor  Gouraud. — 
He  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  December,  1839, 
bringing  with  him,  as  its  introducer  to  this  country, 
the  magnificent  discovery  of  Daguerre,  whose  pupil 
he  had  been.  This  discovery,  w hich  has  since  prov- 
ed a mine  of  wealth  to  ihou-^ands  of  American  ope- 
rators, was  unproductive  to  Mr.  Gouraud,  who  was 
indeed  familiar  rather  with  its  theory  than  its  prac- 
tice. At  that  time,  moreover,  the  daguerreotype 
was  but  in  its  infancy,  and  had  not  been  developed 
in  the  practical  sense  which  could  only  make  it  lu- 
ctalive  in  the  United  Stales — its  application  to  por- 
traiture. Prolessor  Gouraud  w as  to  win  his  fame  in 
another  career.  After  studying  the  English  lan- 
guage— which  he  enabled  himself  to  read  and  write 
in  a lew  years  with  the  facility  and  elegance  of  one 
to  whom  it  is  native — he  published  his  work  on  phre 
no-mnemotechny,  some  chapters  of  which  have  been 
compared  by  the  American  press  to  the  most  brilli- 
ant pages  in  English  literature.  He  also  developed 
his  ingenious  theory  of  ariificial  memory  in  oral  lec- 
tures, wliich  had  a prodigious  success.  More  than 
filteen  thousand  pupils  attended  these  lectures  in 
New  York  and  other  cities,  and  the  professor — be- 
come an  American  orator  in  a manner  so  facile  and 
remarkable — gained  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  a 
single  winter.  But  unsuccessful  specuLlioris  and  a 
long  illness,  which,  moreover,  deprived  him  of  the 
power  ol  continuing  his  labors,  entirely  exhausted 
this  little  furiune,  and  our  unrorlunale  countryman 
lias  died  in  a condition  bordering  on  indigence. 

York  Courier  des  Elate  Unis. 

A PEEP  AT  THE  OLDEN  TIME. — Workmen  are  now 
busily  employed  in  pulling  down  the  old  edifice  in 


rhesniit  street,  Philadelphia,  recently  occupied  by 
Ihe  tiank  of  North  America,  preparatory  to  the  erec- 
iion  of  a new  structure.  Among  the  papers  stowed 
away  in  the  garret  of  this  venerable  pile  of  brick 
and  mortar  (says  the  Philadelphia  Bulletin)  some  old 
newspapers  have  been  found, .which,  compared  with 
the  large  sheets  of  the  present  day,  are  quite  a curi- 
osity. We  have  been  furnished  with  one  of  these 
relics  of  the  olden  time.  It  is  entitled  “The  Ameri- 
can Weekly  Mercury,”  published  at  Pniladelphia  by- 
Andrew  Bradford,  and  bearing  date  Nov.  28,  1728. 
In  order  that  our  readers  may  form  an  idea  how 
some  things  were  managed  in  this  city  just  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  years  ago,  we  extract  the  following 
advertisement  from  the  paper  before  us: 

“Just  arrived  from  London,  in  the  ship  Borden, 
William  Harberl  commander,  a parcel  of  young  like- 
ly men  servants,  consisting  of  husbandmen,  Joyners, 
shoemakers,  weavers,  smiths,  brickmakers,  bricklay- 
ers, saw’yers,  taylors,  staymakers,  butchers,  chair- 
makers,  and  several  other  trades,  and  arc  to  be  sold 
very  reasonable,  either  for  ready  money,  w-heat, 
bread,  or  flour,  by  Edward  Horne,  Philadelphia." 

Our  contemporary  is  perhaps  loo  young  to  have 
seen,  what  many  Pliiladelphians  yet  living  can  re- 
member to  have  seen,  vessels  loaded  with  cargoes  of 
such  live  stock  as  the  above,  lying  in  the  stream  of 
the  Delaware,  off  Ssssafras  and  Callowhill  streets, 
waiting  for  customers  to  come  off  and  buy.  If  he 
will  look  into  ihe  file  of  Franklin’s  paper  in  the  li- 
brary of  the  philosophical  society,  or  indeed  into  any 
Boston  or  New  York  paper  of  the  same  date,  he  will 
find  frequent  advertisements  for  runaways  of  the 
above  class  of  white  slaves,  with  marks  and  clothing 
described  and  rewards  oflered  for  their  apprehension 
and  commitment  to  any  jail  so  that  their  owners  may 
get  them  again.  As  recently  as  since  the  war  of 
1812,  a vessel  so  freighted  found  her  way  up  to  An- 
napolis, and  there  disposed  of  her  freight,  a number 
of  the  men  having  been  bought  by  members  of  con- 
gress, (then  in  session  here)  and  sent  to  the  Western 
country.  In  that  country,  however,  we  fancy  they 
were  not  long  in  servitude.  We  hazard  little,  in- 
deed, in  the  conjecture  that  some  of  them  were 
soon  able,  by  the  reward  of  their  free  labor,  to  buy 
out  the  whole  possessior.s  of  those  who  were  once 
their  masters. — Jfational  Intelligencer. 

The  temperance  reform  has  much  to  accomplish 
yet  in  regulating  society.  It  would  seem  to  be  in- 
credible, but  the  fact  is,  that  because  the  British 
government  derive  an  annual  revenue  of  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars  from  excise  duties,  not  even  lh» 
starvation  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  her  people 
could  induce  them  to  arrest  the  distilling  of  spirits 
from  what  grain  they  had.  The  annual  consump- 
tion of  grain  in  the  English  distilleries  amounts  (on 
the  authority  of  Lord  Stanley,)  to  1,300,000  quar- 
ters; or  10.400,000  bushels. 

"SlraiD  Sucker,"  a western  orator  gives  the  follow- 
ing as  an  argument  for  drinking.  “Now  I ax  you 
fellers,  who’s  the  best  citizen,  him  that  supports 
guvernmenl  or  him  as  doesn’t.^  Why,  him  as  does,  in 
course.  We  support  guvernmenl,  that  is  if  be  iick- 
ers  at  a license  house.  Every  blessed  drop  of  licker 
that  he  swollers  that  is  taxed  to  pay  the  salary  of 
them  ar  grate  oCBcers,  such  as  Mayors  and  Corpora- 
lioners.  Hie  Constables,  Presidents  and  Custom- 
house gentlemen.  Spose  we  wos  to  quit  drinkin, 
why  guvernmenl  must  fail;  it  couldn’t  help  it  no 
liow.  Thai’s  the  very  resun  1 drinks.  I don’t  like 
grog,  I mortally  hate  it.  If  I follured  my  own  in- 
clination, I’d  ruther  drink  buttermilk,  or  ginger  pop, 
or  Dearborn’s  sody  water.  But  I lickers  for  the 
good  of  my  country  to  set  an  exarapje  of  patriotism 
and  virchous  self  denial  to  the  rising  generation.” 


RECEPTION  OF  THE  VOLUNTEERS  AT 
NEW  ORLEANS, 

ON  THEIR  RETURN  FROM  MEXICO. 


The  citizens  of  New  Orleans  have  not  only  dis 
tinguished  themselves  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  by  prompt  and  spirited  contributions  of  sup- 
plies, funds,  or  personal  services  whenever  they 
were  required,  but  they  have  also  been  conspicuous 
for  their  attention  and  respect  to  those  who  have 
served  their  country. 

Upon  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans  during  the 
month  of  June,  of  the  voiunteer.s  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired,  the  citizens  received  them  with 
various  and  repeated  marks  of  cordiality.  One  of 
these  evidences  was  a public  dinner,  provided  in 
the  most  commodious  manner  for  the  whole  of  them, 
and  of  which  thousands  partook.  The  whole  atlair 
was  highly  gratifying.  A number  of  patriotic  toasts 
and  sentiments  were  given,  and  a number  of  admi- 
rable speeches  were  delivered,  of  which  one  must 
serve  as  a specimen. 


MR.  PRENTICE’S  SPEECH. 

Brave  volunteers:  The  people  of  New  Orleans, 
filled  with  admiration  for  the  patriotic  and  heroic 
achievements  of  our  citizen  soldiers,  are  desirous  of 
expressing  the  sentiments  of  joy,  pride,  and  aflec- 
tioD,  with  which  they  hail  their  return' to  the  arms 
of  a grateful  country.  I am  their  honored  organ  on 
the  occasion,  and  most  warmly  do  I sympathise  with 
their  feeling,  and  participate  in  their  wishes. 

Welcome,  then  gallant  volunteers!  ye  war  worn 
soldiers,  welcome  home!  The  heart  of  Louisiana 
warms  towards  you.  Welcome,  thrice  welcome 
from  your  glorious  battle  field!  In  the  name  of  the' 
citizens  of  N.  Orleans,  I greet  and  embrace  you  all. 

No  longer  do  you  tread  upon  a hostile  shore,  nor 
gaze  upon  foreign  skies.  No  lurking  foe  waylays 
you  in  the  impenetrable  chaparral,  or  among  the 
gloomy  gorges  of  the  mountain.  Henceforth  your 
path  will  be  ambushed  only  by  friends.  You  will 
find  them  more  difficult  than  the  enemy  to  quell. — 
They  will  pour  upon  you  volleys  of  grape  as  you 
pass-r-not  the  grape  whose  iron  clusters  grew  so 
luxuriantly  on  the  hill  sides  of  Monterey,  and  along 
the  ravines  of  Buena  Vista,  whose  juice  was  the  red 
blood — but  the  grape  which  comes  from  the  battery 
of  the  banquet! 

A year  has  now  elapsed  since  I saw  most  of  you 
bivouacked  on  the  old  battle-field  below  the  city, 
drawing  inspiration  from  its  mighty  memories,  and 
dreaming,  perchance,  of  those  great  achievements, 
which  you  were  so  soon  to  accomplish.  Since  then 
you  have  passed  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a 
soldier’s  life — the  camp,  the  march,  the  battle,  and 
the  victory.  You  have  played  your  parts  nobly.  You 
have  gone  far  beyond  your  own  promises  or  the 
country’s  expectations.  You  have  borne,  without  a 
murmur,  the  ordinary  hardships  of  military  life — 
hunger,  fatigue,  and  exposure.  You  blanched  not 
when  death  came  in  the  shape  of  dise.ase,  and  struck 
down  your  comrades  around  you;  you  submitted 
cheerfully  to  discipline,  and  converted  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  individual  bravery  into  the  terrible,  irresis- 
tible power  of  combined  courage.  But  it  was  upon 
legitimate  battle-fields  you  gathered  those  unfading 
laurels  upon  which  your  countrymen  will  ever  gaze, 
as  they  do  now,  with  grealeful  pride. 

Our  little  army  of  regulars,  as  they  well  deserved 
to  do,  had  already  plucked  Ihe  first  fruits  of  the  war. 
On  the  victorious  fields  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resacade 
la  Palma  they  sustained  their  own  high  character, 
and  nobly  illustrated  American  skill  and  valor. — 
They  scourged  the  enemy  from  the  Rio  Grande;  and 
then,  reinforced  by  the  volunteers,  who  flocked  to 
their  country’s  standard,  their  great  captain  medi- 
tated the  conquest  of  the  stronghold  of  Monterey. 
There  like  an  eagle  on  his  eyrie,  stood  the  mountain 
king.  Thither  the  eyes  of  the  nation  turned  in  eager 
expectation.  All  hearts  palpitated  for  the  result. — 
Now  was  our  national  prowess  to  be  tested — now  we 
were  to  ascertain  whether  we  could  cast  back  into 
the  teeth  of  European  generals  and  European  diplo- 
matists the  taunts  which  they  had  heaped  upon  our 
citizen  soldiers.  They  had  told  us  that  our  republic 
was  weak,  notwithstanding  its  great  population  and 
unbounded  resources.  They  said  we  had  no  milita- 
ry strength;  that  our  army  and  navy,  though  skilful 
and  brave,  were  but  a cypher  coiipared  with  the 
mighty  armaments  of  the  Old  World;  and  lhal  our 
unpracticed  citizens  could  never  make  efficient  sol- 
diers. Soon  came  the  ever-glorious  storming  of  the^ 
mountain  fastness,  and  the  problem  was  solved. — 
The  nation’s  heart  beat  free;  and  joy  for  the  present, 
confidence  in  the  future,  pervaded  the  land.  Indeed 
it  was  a great  and  glorious  achievement,  and  in  its 
moral  effect,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  perhaps  the 
niost  important  of  the  war.  It  gave  the  country 
complete  confidence  in  the  volunteers — the  volun- 
teers full  reliance  upon  themselves.  From  that  day 
forth  they  became  veterans.  Time  will  not  permit 
me  to  recite  the  vivid  and  heart-stirring  incidents  of 
that  memorable  and  wonderful  conflict.  On  one 
side  of  the  city  the  regulars  fought,  as  they  always 
do,  with  skill,  with  bravery,  and  success;  they  did 
all  lhal  was  expected  of  them — their  previous  re- 
putation rendered  it  impossible  to  do  more.  On  the 
other  side  the  volunteers  drew  their  maiden  swords. 
Never  before  bad  they  experienced  a grasp  stronger 
than  liiat  of  friendship;  now  they  stretched  forth 
their  hands  and  grappled  with  deal'll.  On,  on  press- 
ed these  unfledged  warriors — these  men  of  civil  life, 
these  citizen  soldiers:  their  bright  blades  flashed  be- 
fore them  like  longues  of  flame.  Up  the  hill  side, 
through  the  streets  swept  by  the  raking  cannon,; 
over  barricade  and  battery,  their  advancing  banners, 
streaming  like  ttiunder-clouds  against  the  wind, 
rustled  in  the  battle  breeze  like  the  pinions  of  an 
eagle  pouncing  on  his  quarry.  All  know  the  glor.- 
ous  result.  The  enemy,  though  he  lought  bravely 
for  his  firesides  and  his  altars,  and  in  the  midst  of 
his  supposed  impregnable  defences,  shrunk  from 
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•uch  fiprv  vrIop  Tfip  (lav  was  oiirn,  and  the  ranuh.  | 
Ill  , liitfi,  uirice  welcome,  victors  of  >Ion- 

Urej ! 

But  the  fortune  of  the  war  determined  that  your 
coaduct  and  valor  should  be  tested  upon  a yet  blood- 
ier field.  At  Buena  Vista  you  met,  face  to  face,  the 
genius  of  the  battle,  even  as  he  appeared  to  the  War- 
rior Bard — 

Lo!  where  the  giant  on  the  mountain  stands. 

His  blood  red  tresses  deep’ning  in  the  sun. 

With  death-shot  glowing  in  his  fiery  hands 
And  eye  that  scorclieth  all  it  glares  upon — 

Restless  it  rolls — now  fixed, — and  now  anon 
Flashing  afar;  and  at  his  iron  feet 
Destruction  cowers,  to  mark  what  deeds  are  done. 
Under  that  hot  gaze,  in  the  fierce  confltct  where 
desperate  courage  was  put  to  the  utmost  proof,  all 
fatne  unites  in  saying  that  you  covered  yourself  with 
immortal  honor.  In  a pitched  battle  against  brave 
and  veteran  troops,  outnumbering  you  four  to  one, 
during  two  days  you  made  successful  contest — you 
stood  a living  dyke,  and  again  and  again  poured  upon 
you  in  vain  the  fiery  torrent.  “’I’were  worth  ten 
years  of  peaceful  life”  to  have  witnessed  you  repuls- 
ing the  audacious  squadrons  of  the  enemy,  as,  with 
pennons  flying  and  serried  lances,  they  came  thun- 
dering upon  your  unflinching  ranks.  Often  in  the 
changing  currents  of  the  moody  fight,  when  the  for- 
tune of  the  day,  rent  from  our  standard,  fluttered 
like  torn  canvass  in  the  gale,  you  seized  and  fasten- 
ed it  back  in  its  proper  place.  But  we  should  do  in- 
justice did  we  not  reineinber  on  this  occasion  those 
glorious  comrades  without  whose  co-operation  your 
valor  would  have  proved  in  vain — I mean  the  artil- 
lery, those  true  sons  of  thunder,  who  on  that  day 
seemed  to  scorn  to  use  Jove’s  counterfeits,  and  hurl 
ed  his  genuine  bolts!  Never  were  cannon  served 
with  greater  coolness  or  more  fatal  precision.  At 
each  discharge  whole  columns  were  cut  down — 
"Even  as  they  fell,  in  files  they  lay. 

Like  the  mower’s  grass  at  the  close  of  day. 

When  his  work  is  done  on  the  level  plain. 

Honor,  then  to  your  brave  comrades!  We  wish  they 
were  here  to  share  your  welcome,  heroes  of  Buena 
Vista! 

But  you  have  still  another  claim  upon  our  regard 
— the  love  and  confidence  of  your  general.  To  have 
yonr  names  associated  w ith  his  is  seif  renown.  He 
has  achieved  a world-wide  fame.  The  whole  nation 
looks  upon  him  with  admiration  and  affection,  and 
twenty  millions  of  people  love  and  confide  in  him, 
and  right  well  does  the  brave  old  man  deserve  these 
great  honors.  A true  patriot,  he  has  never  obtruded 
himself  upon  the  country:  when  his  services  were 
needed,  then  he  rendered  them.  The  nation  knew 
not  the  treasure  it  possessed  until  the  emergencies 
of  the  last  year  developed  it.  Now  we  know  we 
have  that  gift  of  a century — a general  cool,  sagaci- 
ous, prudent,  brave,  and  humane;  capacious  in  re- 
sources, simple  in  habits,  modest  in  manners,  and, 
above  all,  possessed  of  the  rare  capacity  of  infusing 
into  those  around  him  his  own  indomitable  courage 
and  determination.  These  are  the  qualities  which 
have  rendered  Gen.  Taylor  and  his  armies  invinci- 
ble. They  are  of  the  true  old  Roman  sort — such 
as  might  have  belonged  to  a consul  in  the  best  days 
of  the  ancient  republic,  it  is  no  small  honor  to  have 
fought  under  the  eye  and  received  the  commenda- 
tion of  such  a soldier.  Welcome,  then,  thrice  wel- 
come! companions  of  the  great  captain  in  those 
wonderful  engagements  whose  rapidity  and  brillian- 
cy have  astonished  the  world.  Gentlemen,  you  have 
before  you  a proud  and  happy  destiny.  Yours  have 
been  no  mercenary  services.  Prompted  by  patriot- 
ism alone  you  went  forth  lo  fight  the  battles  of  your 
country.  You  now  voluntarily  return  to  the  pursuits 
of  civil  life.  Presently  you  will  be  engaged  in  your 
ancient  occupations.  But  you  will  not  be  wittiout 
the  meet  reward  of  patriotic  service.  Your  neigh- 
bors will  regard  you  with  respect  and  aflection. — 
Your  children  will  feel  proud  whenever  they  hear 
mention  made  of  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista,  and  a 
grateful  nation  has  already  inscribed  your  names 
upon  its  annals.  Indeed,  it  is  a noble  sight,  worthy 
of  the  genius  of  this  great  republic,  to  behold  at  the 
call  of  the  country  whole  armies  leap  forth  in  battle 
array;  and  then,  when  their  services  are  no  longer 
needed,  fail  quietly  back  and  commingle  again  with 
the  coramunilies  Irom  w hence  they  came.  Thus  the 
the  daik  thunder-cloud,  at  nature’s  summons,  mar- 
shals lU  black  baliaiioiis  and  lowers  in  itie  horizon; 
but  at  length,  its  lightnings  spent,  its  dreaded  artil- 
lery silenced,  its  mission  finished,  disbanding  its 
frowning  ranks,  it  melts  away  into  llie  blue  ether, 
and  the  next  tuurning  you  will  find  it  glittering  in  the 
dew  diops  among  the  flowers,  or  assisting  with  its 
kindly  moisture  lUe  growth  of  the  younger  and  len- 
derdlanu. 


Great  and  hanpv  rounirv  where  every  oitizen  can 

r IM  ^ iil)  ■ • ■ M<l  . ■ .. 

Our  regular  Iroup  ar;  ■!  .siu  ■>  -i  ii  lor  -ki.  a 
courage.  Led  ny  their  gallant  and  accomplised  ' ffi- 
cers,  they  are  invincible.  All  that  science  and  valor 
can  do,  they  heve  achieved.  At  Vera  Crux  and  Cer- 
ro  Gordo  they  have  plucked  new  laurels  worthy  to 
be  entwined  among  those  gathered  on  the  fields  of 
Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma. 

But  it  is  their  business  to  be  brave;  it  is  their  pro- 
fession to  fight.  We  honor  the  army;  but  we  look 
upon  our  soldiers  with  a diflerent  and  peculiar  pride. 
Ttiev  are  a part  and  parcel  of  ourselves.  They  have 
taught  us  the  secret  of  our  vast  strength.  We  now 
know  the  mighty  nerve  and  muscle  of  the  republic. 
We  evoke  armies  as  if  by  magic,  rapidly  as  if  they 
came  forth  from  the  sowing  of  the  dragon’s  teeth;  at 
a nod  they  disappear  as  though  the  earth  had  swal- 
lowed them  up.  But  they  are  not  gone.  You  will 
find  them  in  the  forest,  in  the  field,  in  the  work  shop, 
in  the  chambers  of  the  sick,  at  the  bar,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  country.  They  have  returned  lo  their  old 
professions  and  pursuits.  Let  but  the  trumpet  sound 
and  again  they  spring  up,  a crop  of  armed  men. — 
Proudly  do  we  tell  the  world  that  we  have,  when- 
ever occasion  calls,  two  millions  of  warriors  like 
those  who  stormed  at  Monterey  and  conquered  at 
Buena  Vista.  Welcome  then  citizen  so'iiers!  Wel- 
come soldier  citizens! 

But  alas!  the  joy  of  our  greeting  is  mingled  with 
sorrow.  We  gaze  upon  your  thinned  ranks  and  seek 
in  vain  for  many  beloved  and  familiar  faces.  Why 
come  they  not  from  the  battle  field?  Why  meet  they 
not  the  embraces  of  their  loving  friends?  A year 
ago  1 saw  them  marcli  forth  beneath  their  country’s 
banner,  full  of  lusty  life,  of  buoyant  hearts,  and  no- 
ble emulation  Where  are  they  now?  Where  is 
brave  McKee,  impetuous  Yell,  intrepid  Hardin,  chi- 
valrous Clay,  and  gallant  Watson,  with  hundreds  of 
their  noble  comrades — yonr  laurel  wreaths  are  thick- 
ly entwined  with  cypress — the  dead  cannot  come  to 
the  banquet!  Alas!  alas,  for  the  noble  dead.  If  we 
cannot  welcome,  we  will  weep  for  them.  Our  tears 
fall  fast  and  free;  but  they  flow  rather  for  the  living 
than  the  dead,  for  the  nation  that  has  lost  such  noble 
sons;  for  the  desolate  firesides,  bereaved  of  their 
cherished  and  loved  ones;  for  the  bowed  father,  the 
heart-broken  mother,  the  sobbing  sister,  the  frantic 
wife,  and  the  wondering  child.  For  them  we  weep, 
but  not  for  the  noble  dead.  We  envy  their  fate. — 
Gloriously  did  they  die,  those  who  rendered  up  their 
souls  in  battle.  They  fulfilled  the  highest  duly  man- 
kind owes  lo  this  world;  they  died  for  their  country. 
They  fell  upon  stricken  fields  which  their  own  valor 
had  already  half  won.  The  earthquake  voice  of 
victory  was  in  their  ears,  and  their  dying  gaze  was 
turned  proudly  upon  the  triumphant  stars  and  stripes 
Honor — eternal  honor  to  the  brave  who  baptised 
Ibeir  patriotism  in  their  blood. 

But  there  are  others  who  equally  claim  a place  in 
our  sad  remembrance.  1 mean  those  who  died  from 
disease;  whose  fiery  hearts  were  extinguished  in  the 
dull  camp  or  on  the  gloomy  march.  It  is  easy  to 
die  in  battle.  The  spirit  is  stirred  to  a courageous 
madness  by  the  rushing  squadrons,  the  roaring  can- 
non, and  the  clashing  steel.  All  the  fierce  instincts 
of  our  nature  are  aroused,  and  the  soldiers  seek  for 
death  as  the  bridegroom  seeks  his  bride.  Besides 

“Fame  is  there  to  tell  who  bleeds. 

And  honor’s  eye  on  daring  deeds.’’ 

But  lo  waste  away  with  sickness;  lo  be  crushed  by 
the  blows  of  an  unseen  enemy,  with  whom  you  can- 
not grapple;  to  know  death  is  approaching  slowly 
but  surely;  to  feel  that  your  name  will  occupy  no 
place  on  the  bright  scroll  of  fame,  thus,  without  any 
of  the  pride  and  rapture  of  the  strife,  to  meet  brave- 
ly the  inevitable  tyrant,  is  the  highest  test  of  the  sol- 
dier’s courage,  the  noblest  proof  of  the  patriot’s  de- 
votion. Honor,  then — immortal  honor,  to  the  brave 
who  fell,  not  on  the  battle  field,  but  before  the  shafts 
of  disease. 

Gallant  gentlemen,  you  will  soon  leave  us  for  your 
respective  homes.  Everywhere  fond  and  grateful 
hearts  await  you.  You  will  have  to  run  the  gaunt- 
let of  friendship  and  aflection.  The  bonfires  are  al- 
ready kindling  upon  the  hills.  In  every  grove  and 
pleasant  arbor  the  feast  is  spread.  Thousands  of 
sparkling  eyes  are  watching  eagerly  for  your  return. 
Tears  will  till  them  when  they  seek  in  vain  among 
your  thinned  ranks  for  many  a loved  and  familiar 
face;  but  through  those  tears  will  ibinu  the  smiles  of 
joy  and  welcome,  even  as  the  rays  of  the  morning 
sun  glitter  through  the  dew-drops  nhich  the  sad 
night  had  wept. 

Again,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  New  Or 
leans,  1 bid  you  welcome.  When  you  leave  us  you 
will  carry  with  you  our  admiration,  our  gratitude, 
and  our  atfection. 


T.  F.  .MARSHALL’S  aPRROH  AT  NEW 

leiM  -I  a .-i  -q  . it  Kf ii'  t"k  ,ri . ■ 

V.  ilh  the  Kentucky  vuluiileers  from  a ra  ii|iairn  in 
Mexico,  was  induced  to  address  the  large  assem- 
blage of  the  ciiizens  of  New  Orleans  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  ICth  June.  His  style,  as  usual,  was  im- 
passioned and  eloquent.  Referring  to  his  own  advo- 
cacy, whilst  a representative  in  congress,  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  (he  was  one  of  what  was 
styled  President  Tyler’s  corporal  guard,)  and  of  his 
prediction  that  war  would  not  result,  he  admitted 
that  his  predictions  had  been  falsified,  and  that  the 
fact,  a war  with  Mexico,  now  stares  us  in  the  face.— 
Declining  to  discuss  the  question  whether  the  war 
might  not  have  been  avoided,  Mr.  M.  expressed  the 
opinion  that  this  country  is  hut  carrying  out  its  des- 
tiny, (he  would  seem  now  to  belong  to  the  “Mani- 
fest Destiny”  parly,)  and  that  no  power  on  earth 
can  arrest  it.  That  destiny,  in  his  judgiiienl,  points 
not  only  to  the  entire  subjugation  of  Mexico  but  to  the 
extension  of  the  limits  of  this  republic  “from  ocean 
lo  ocean,  and  from  the  arctic  regions  lo  the  isthmus 
dividing  the  continent.” 

HIS  NOTICE  OF  GEN.  TAYLOR. 

Mr.  Marshall  then  referred  to  his  connection  with 
the  army.  Having  advocated  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  he  felt  bound  lo  take  up  arms  when  the 
tocsin  of  war,  its  consequence,  sounded.  He  was 
sent  to  Gen.  Taylor.  After  the  great  victory  at 
Monterey,  Gen.  Taylor,  “preparatory  to  a descent 
upon  San  Luis  de  Polosi,  and  ultimately  upon  the 
city  of  Mexico  itself,  had  marched  to  Victoria,  lo 
discover  if  ihere  was  any  other  pass  in  the  mountains 
but  that  of  the  Rinconada,  through  which  he  could 
advance,  and  avoid  the  waterless  desert  beyond 
Buena  Vista,  or  through  which  the  enemy  might 
enter  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  fall  upon  his 
rear.”  Mr.  Marshall  proceeds  lo  say: 

“Whilst  this  reconnoissance  was  being  made,  he 
(Mr.  .M.)  was  ordered  to  proceed  lo  Gen.  Taylor’s 
camp  with  despatches.  These  were  the  despatches 
which  announced  to  Gen.  Taylor  that  the  flower  of 
his  army  was  lo  be  taken  from  him,  to  operate  on  a 
new  base,  and  ordeied  him  merely  to  stand  on  the 
defensive. 

“Mr.  .Marshall  said,  great  an  opinion  as  he  had 
formed  of  Gen.  Taylor  before  he  met  him  at  Vic- 
toria, he  was  totally  unprepared  for  the  loftiness  of 
character  displayed  by  him  on  receiving  those  de- 
spatches. He,  upon  whose  crest  victory  had  perch- 
ed, the  lion  who  waspreparing  for  another  spring 
upon  the  foe,  saw  without  a murmur,  that  his  claws 
were  to  be  torn  from  him,  that  he  was  to  be  en- 
feebled lo  the  defensive,  and  never,  Mr.  M.  said,  did 
he  conceive  that  a great  soldier,  fresh  from  the 
fields  of  his  victories,  could  submit  in  the  simple, 
uncomplaining  manner  Gen.  I'aylor  did,  to  orders 
depiiving  him  of  his  right  arm. 

“The  best  of  his  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
him.  With  such  as  were  left  under  his  immediate 
command  he  retraced  his  steps  lo  Monterey,  and 
shortly  after  joined  Gen.  Wool  at  Saltillo.  Dupli- 
cates of  the  despatches  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and,  acquainted  with  the  weakness  of 
Gen.  Taylor’s  force,  he  soon  made  demonstrations 
indicating  an  intention  lo  advance  and  give  battle. — 
It  was  now,  Mr.  M.  said,  Gen.  Taylor  displayed 
those  qualities  which  proclaim  him  the  greatest  mi- 
litary chieftain  of  the  age.  Itwaskiiovvn  that  the 
enemy  was  overwhelmingly  superior  in  numbers  and 
comtiiamled  by  their  most  skilful  general,  and  mili- 
tary critics  declared  the  only  course  to  pursue  was 
to  fail  back  upon  Monterey.  Gen.  Taylor  wi'li  a 
perception  of  all  the  consequences  of  such  a step, 
thought  and  acted  otherwise.  Fronting  him  was  an 
enemy  2U.OOO  strong;  in  his  rear  was  Urrea  with 
3,0U0  cavalry;his  line  of  communication  ran  through 
a country  conlaining  half  a million  of  population, 
wailing  but  the  appearance  of  success  on  their  side 
lo  lake  up  arms,  and  knowing  that  even  to  retreat 
upon  Monterey  would  be  claimed  as  a victory;  that 
then  he  would  be  beleaguered  by  an  army  of  25,000 
men,  and  that  his  whole  line  would  be  cut  up,  he 
determined  not  lo  give  an  inch,  but  to  stake  all  upon 
a bailie  in  which  every  thing  was  to  be  gamed  by 
victory,  and  disaster  could  not  have  been  mcie.ised 
by  deleal.  The  result  isknonn.  The  courage  of 
Gen.  I’aylor,  said  Mr.  M.  no  one  disputed,  but  some 
denied  him  great  mental  powers.  He  (Mr.  M.) 
pretended  to  some  capacity  in  judging  of  men’s 
qualities,  and  if  he  ever  saw  genius,  military  genius 
of  the  highest  order,  he  saw  it  in  General  Taylor. 
It  may  be  that  God,  in  great  emergencies,  had  in- 
spired him  with  those  thoughts  which  rendered  him 
invincible;  but,  said  Mr,  -M.,  the  result  is  the  same 
— there  is  no  difi'erence.  To  the  great  soldier,  Mr. 
ftl.  said,  in  Ins  intercourse  with  Gen.  Taylor,  he 
foui.d  was  added  the  man  of  strict  honor,  and  either 
as  a man  or  us  his  commander,  he  loved  him.” 
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The  crops  of  wheat.  Two  weeks  ago  we  stated  that 
from  all  that  we  had  read  in  the  papers  or  otherwise  as- 
certained, we  had  no  doubt  that  the  wheat  crop  of  this 
country  would  be  a full  average  crop.  From  the  splendid 
weather  for  harvesting,  and  further  accounts  since,  we 
now  have  no  doubt  that  the  wheat  crop  will  be  above  an 
average  crop  in  quantity,  and  unsurpassed  in  qualtity. 
The  grain  is  very  superior. 

Specie.  The  $1,500,000  of  silver  which  reached  Lon- 
don in  the  Frolic,  from  South  America,  sold  at  4s.  9^d. 
per  oz.  for  export  to  the  continent. 

The  insurance  offices  have  to  pay  ;C47,000  amount  of 
policies  on  the  life  of  Daniel  O’Connell.  But  little  of  it 
goes  to  his  family,  having  principally  been  effected  by 
third  parlies. 

New  Orleans  papers  notice  the  arrival  there  within 
the  preceding  two  weeks,  of  between  two  and  two  and 
a half  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  (principally  from  N. 
York,)  for  the  government. 

The  \VA.=niNGTON  and  New  York  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. A warm  election  took  place  for  president  of  the 
company  at  a meeting  of  the  stockholders  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  Ith  inst.,  at  which  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  chosen.  Amos  Kendall  resigned  the  siatioii. 
Geo.  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia,  H.  J.  Rodgers,  of  Balti- 
more, and  B B.  French,  clerk  of  the  U.  S.  house  of  re- 
presentatives, Washington,  were  competitors.  Mr. 
French  was  elected.  Geo.  H.  Hart  was  re-elected  trea- 
surer, and  T.  M.  Clarke,  of  Nsw  York,  re  elected  sec- 
retary. 

Directors.  Amos  Kendall,  of  Washington;  George 
G.  Penniman,  of  Baltimore;  Merritt  Canby,  of  Wil- 
mington; Geo.  H.  Plarl,  and  Wm.  Swain,  of  Philadel- 
phia; John  W.  Norton,  and  Thomas  M.  Clarke,  of  N. 
York. 

the  rumours  relative  to  peace. 

The  prospect  of  peace  seems  more  remote  than  it 
was  a week  ago.  The  latest  accounts  from  Mexico 
left  Santa  Anna  in  power,  the  election  of  president 
postponed  at  least  until  September,  and  every  pros- 
pect of  a fight  if  Gen.  Scott  advanced.  Tlie  latest 
prediction  of  the  Washington  Union,  however,  if  we 
mistake  not,  was,  that  Gen.  Scott  would  celebrate 
the  4th  of  July  in  “the  halls  of  the  Muntezumas.” — 
Such  an  expectation  was  undoubtedly  entertained  at 
Washington. 

As  to  the  dispute  between  General  Scott  and  Mr. 
Trist,  we  have  the  most  confident,  and  yet  contradic- 
tory statements  from  those  who  pretend  to  know 
most  about  it.  The  Washington  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  also  the 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Enquirer,  state  that 
the  whole  affair  is  reported  to  the  department,  and 
that  Gen.  Scott  “takes  theiresponsibiliiy”  in  the  pre- 
mises. The  Washington/correspondeut  of  the  Bal- 
timore Sun,  writes  on  the  8th  inst: 

“The  difficulty  between  Gen.  Scott  and  Mr.  Trist 
seems  to  be  of  a nature  not  so  easily  reconciled  as  I 
had  at  first  imagined,  and  the  way  to  heal  it  will  be 
to  allow  Mr.  Trist  to  come  home,  and  Gen.  Scott  to 
finish  the  conquest  of  Mexico." 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore 
Sun,  wrote  on  the  7th  mst: 

“We  expect  the  arrival  of  the  president  to-mor- 
row. I do  not  know  that  he  hastens  back  for  the 
special  purpose  of  calling  the  senate  together,  to  lay 
before  them  the  Scott  and  Trist  treaty.  I advised 
you  on  the  3d,  that,  according  to  rumor,  the  treaty 
had  been  received  here,  and  that  this  important  in- 
telligence had  been  transmitted  to  the  north.  It  was, 
accordingly,  published  on  that  day  in  Philadelphia, 
and  created  a profound  sensation.  But  why  the  ru- 
mor-maker should  have  postponed  the  treaty  so  long 
as  imenty  days,  1 cannot  imagine,  unless  he  was 
piessed  to  sell  his  slocks  within  that  time.  The  pre 
sident,  by  the  way,  could  have  issued  his  proclama- 
tion from  Boston  as  well  as  from  Washington.  Gen. 
Jackson  issued  his  order  for  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits, from  Boston. 

But,  unless  ail  signs  fail,  the  president  will,  soon 
after  his  return,  be  compelled,  not  perhaps  to  call 
congress,  but  to  use  whatever  power  he  has  under 
existing  acts  of  congress  to  raise  troops  and  send 
Uieiii  to  the  support  of  Gen.  Scott,  in  Mexico. 

While  we  are  amusing  ourselves  with  the  cry  ol 
peace,  peace,  our  army  ot  invasion  is  not  only  suffer- 
ing intolerable  liardships  and  privations,  but  is,  at 
this  womenl,  probably,  in  a very  critical  condi- 
tion. While  we  are  daily  assureil,  by  the  highest 
authorities,  that  all  Mexico  was  for  peace,  that  we 
have  none  but  friends  to  meet  there,  that  Scott  and 
Trist  are  daily  begged  to  come  into  the  capital  and 
assume  the  government,  our  army  is  undoubtedly  act- 
ing on  the  defensive,  against  a numerous,  wil), 
treacherous,  and  resourceful  foe. 

We  are,  forsooth,  aending  instructions  to  Scott 
and  Taylor  how  to  make  peace,  when  we  have  not 
given  them  the  means  to  carry  on  war.  It  would  be 


belter,  ten  thousand  times  over,  to  resort  at  once  to 
the  disgraceful  alternative  of  withdrawal  of  our 
troops  and  the  abandonment  of  the  w'ar,  than  to  suf- 
fer it  to  languish  in  the  manner  that  it  has  done  and 
is  likely  to  do.  If  General  Scott  had  merely  a smart 
skirmish  with  the  enemy  in  advancing  to  the  capital, 
his  loss  of  horses  and  mules,  and  the  care  of  his 
wounded,  altogether,  would  delay  his  march  thirty 
days.  Any  practical  military  man  will  tell  you 
this. 

I The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  are  swarming  in  his 
rear,  and  gathering  in  his  front. 

All  this  talk  of  sending  instructions  to  our  generals 
begins  to  be  considered  as  mere  nonsense.  Send 
them  troops.  I do  not  know  what  glories  may  be 
hereafter  acquired  by  Mr.  Trist,  in  the  diplomatic 
line,  but  a good  deal  of  fighting  is  yet  to  be  done, 
in  order  to  prepare  a theatre  for  the  exercises  of 
the  extraordinary  functions  said  to  be  assigned  to 
him. 

By  the  way,  we  have  a rumor, — and  one  rumoi 
is  as  good  as  another  just  now,  that  Mr.  Trist  has 
been  recalled,  for  some  alleged  reason,  and  will  be 
here  in  a day  or  two, — but  without  any  treaty, 
except  the  project  of  one  that  he  carried  out  with 
him. 

Those  people  who  are  seriously  desirous  of  a 
peace,  have  become  convinced  that  we  are  not  using 
efficient  measures  to  conquer  it.  We  have  nothing 
to  expect,  for  the  next  six  months,  but  a languish- 
ing, inefficient,  and  expensive  war.  The  next  con- 
gress must  send  a hundred  thoasand  men,  and  raise 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  bring  it  to  an 
end.” 

Mexico. — The  N.  O.  Delta  received  Mexican  city 
papers  from  the  .30th  May  to  the  5th  June. 

Santa  Anna’s  resignation  withdrawn. — The 
Mexican  general  has  his  own  ‘second  sober  thoughts.’ 
In  a letter  which  is  published,  he  says: 

“During  the  time  since  I gave  in  my  resignation, 
I have  received  singular  tokens  of  the  confidence  of 
all  classes  of  persons;  the  most  influential  in  society, 
all  have  besought  me  not  to  persist  in  my  intentions. 
I see  in  them  a determined  purpose  to  force  me  to 
remain,  founded  on  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
present  stale  of  things  without  innovation,  in  order 
not  to  endanger  the  fate  of  this  populous  city  and  of 
the  nation.  The  excitement  has  been  very  general, 
and  even  the  troops  in  the  garrison  and  most  numer- 
ous portion  of  the  people  have  been  constant  in  their 
solicitations  and  their  prayers.  ” 

General  Almonte  was  still  in  prison,  nor  can  we 
distinguish  exactly  for  what. 

General  Arista  is  also  arrested  and  confined. 

Generals  Gutierez,  Goana,  Martinez  and  Palomi- 
no are  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  lines  of 
defence  of  the  city. 

Bodies  of  the  National  Guards  are  on  their  way, 
and  constantly  arriving  from  the  adjoining  Slates.  It 
is  believed  that  from  seventeen  to  twenty  thousand 
troops  will  be  concentrated  for  the  protection  of  the 
city. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  great  feats 
performed  by  the  guerrillas. 

The  Mexicans  have  certain  information  that  Gen. 
Scott  cannot  expect  reinforcements  to  a greater  ex- 
tent than  two  thousand  men  and  money  to  the  amount 
of  1^200,000,  nothing  more.  They  therefore  think  it 
doubllul  whether  he  will  marcli  to  the  capital,  and 
talk  of  nsarchingoul  to  meet  him.  “There  are  but 
6000  men,”  say  they,  “from  Vera  Cruz  to  Puebla, 
w ho  lord  it  over  a population  of  a million  of  inhab- 
itants, which  the  two  States  contain.  It  can  be  be- 
lieved only  because  it  is  seen.” 

On  the  first  of  June  all  the  natives  of  the  U.  Slates 
were  ordered  to  leave  the  city  of  Mexico  for  the 
States  of  Jalisco  or  Morelia,  or  they  would  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Later. — The  N.  O.  Commercial  Times  of  the  29th 
ult.,  received  by  the  steamers  New  Orleans,  Vera 
Cruz  dales  to  the  24th,  giving  letters  from  the  city 
of  Mexico  to  the  15th  June.  One  ol  them  states 
that  Santa  Anna  is  elected  President,  with  extraor- 
dinary powers  to  use  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
but  is  expressly  forbidden  to  enter  into  negotiations 
for  peace. 

1 he  Editor  of  “El  uJrco  Iris,"  the  Vera  Cruz  Mex- 
ican papers,  says  he  has  information  that  the  election 
did  not  come  off  at  the  lime  appointed,  but  is  post- 
poned until  the  21st  of  September.  He  says  the 
general  impression  is,  that  Herrera  will  be  elected, 
and  that  negotiations  for  peace  will  immediately 
follow  his  installation. 

It  is  Slated  that  twenty  thousand  troops  are  in  the 
city  of  Mexico  and  reinforcements  conslinlly  arri- 
ving. Those  under  Alvarez  now  amount  to  8000, 
well  armed.  Supplies  of  arms  are  said  to  come  by 
way  of  Acapulco,  from  abroad.  “Taking  everything 
into  consideration  says,  the  Vera  Gruz  correspondent 


of  the  Times,  "1  have  no  doubt  that  a bloody  battl® 
will  precede  Gen.  Scott’s  entry  into  the  capital.” 

El  Razonador,  the  organ  of  the  peace  parly  says, 
that  it  has  recommended  peace  only  because  it  jg 
convinced  that  the  government  would  not  or  conld 
not  carry  or.  the  war;  but  at  the  same  time  it  approves 
Santa  Anna’s  withdrawal  of  his  resignation,  and 
praises  him  very  much  saying  that  he  is  the  only  man 
in  the  country  who  can  keep  alive  the  war  spirit. 

General  Valentia  arrived  at  San  Luis  and  took 
command  on  the  5th  June,  Salas  is  also  there. — 
Gen.  Biistaraente  was  at  Irapuata  on  the  5lh  raising 
troops  from  the  state  of  Guanajuata,  Santa  Anna 
and  Canalizo  have  made  friends  again,  and  the  latter 
is  to  be  reinstated  in  command.  A large  body  of 
guerrillas  are  embodied  at  Bocas,  12  leagues  from 
San  Luis  well  armed. 

Thepresidency.—Th&  legislature  of  Aguascalientes 
had  given  its  vote  to  General  Almonte.  A letter 
from  Oajaca  says  that  Santa  Anna  has  been  unani- 
mously nomiuated  president  by  the  legislature  of 
that  state. 

Tuspan. — Is  a small  town  say  “half  the  size  of 
Matamoros”  situate  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampi- 
co, recently  taken  possession  of  by  Commodore  Per- 
ry. It  is  about  seventy  miles  from  Puebla,  and  has 
long  been  used  as  a smuggling  port  to  that  depart- 
ment. It  would  no  doubt  have  become  a principal 
port  of  entry,  but  for  the  bar  which  prevents  vessels  of 
over  5 feet  draught  from  entering  the  harbour.  The 
road  from  Tuspan  to  Puebla  is  at  present  but  a mere 
mule  path  through  a country  of  very  sparse  popula- 
tion. Gen.  Cos  was  the  Mexican  in  authority  at 
Tuspan  before  Perry  captured  the  place.  He  owns 
a large  property  there.  Gen.  Scott  may  have  been 
induced  to  a direct  temporary  use  of  this  port  and 
route.  The  idea  of  its  being  substituted  for  Vera 
Cruz  as  the  channel  for  supplying  the  array  and  main- 
taining communications  with  the  interior,  can  hard- 
ly be  entertained  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
danger  of  navigating  the  gulf  coast,  and  the  difficul-' 
ty  of  making  a port  during  a considerable  portion  of 
the  year,  A regular  “norther”  would  be  apt  to 
settle  that  point.  Is  the  Vera  Cruz  route  to  be 
abandoned.? — or  are  two  routes  to  be  occupied  and 
to  be  defended? 

Late  from  California.  A letter  has  been  received 
at  St.  Louis  from  Monterey,  Upper  California,  dated 
the  14th  of  April  last.  It  was  transmitted  through 
the  interior  of  Mexico.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
event  of  public  interest  had  transpired  between  the 
date  of  the  letter  and  our  previous  advices.  Gen. 
Kearny  was  at  Monterey;  Col.  Mason,  of  the  dra- 
goons, had  arrived  there;  Com.  Biddle  and  Com.  Shu- 
brick  were  in  port,  with  their  squadrons.  Every  thing 
in  Upper  California  was  then  quiet.  Gen  Kearny 
was  expected  to  leave  for  the  United  States  about 
the  first  of  July,  taking  the  route  by  way  of  Santa 
Fe. 

A Polish  leader.  The  bark  Marcellus,  which 
arrived  at  this  port  from  Palermo,  brought  as  pas- 
sengers John  Tysosowski,  his -wife  and  three  children. 
This  gentleman  took  a prominent  part  in  the  last  un- 
fortunate Polish  revolution,  and  was  the  supreme 
Dictator  when  it  was  brought  to  a close.  He  resi- 
ded in  Cracow,  where  he  was  an  advocate  of  some 
distinction,  having  completed  his  legal  studies  at 
Vienna.  When  his  hopes  of  freeing  his  country 
failed,  he  fled  to  Dresden  the  capital  of  Saxony.  He 
was  demanded  by  the  Austrian  government,  but  was 
not  surrendered  till  after  long  negotiations,  and  when 
given  up  it  was  stipulated  that  he  should  not  be  kept 
a prisoner.  He  was  accordingly  banished  to  the  U. 
States,  and  in  consideration  of  his  written  agreement 
not  to  return,  the  government  of  Austria  underto6k 
to  pay  his  passage  over  and  to  supply  him  with  a 
certain  sum  of  money  on  his  arrival.  He  has  now 
gone  to  Washington  to  receive  this  from  the  Austrian 
Ambassador.  [W*.  Y.  Trib. 

A Sailor’s  Wife.  It  is  the  custom^of  affection- 
ate seaman,  when  they  go  on  long  voyages  in  govern- 
ment ships,  to  leave  a portion  of  their  wages  to  be 
drawn  by  their  wives.  The  paymaster  here  thought 
a while  ago  that  a certain  woman  came  often  for  the 
domestic  share  of  her  husband’s  wages,  and  on  an 
examination  of  the  matter,  he  found  she  was  the  wife 
of  no  lesss  than  five  different  seamen.  Whose  wife 
will  she  be  when  the  ladies’  hospital  is  established? 
for  she  liad  as  many  husbands  as  the  woman  of  Sy- 
ftiaj..  [.Y.  Y Jour.  Coin- 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINT.MENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

William  J.  Staples,  of  New  York,  to  be  consul  for 
Havre,  France,  in  the  place  of  Reuben  G.  Beasley, 

. deceased. 

. Samuel  M.  Rutherford,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  west,  in  place  of  William 
Armstrong,  deceased. 

DIPLO.MATIC  JOURNAL. 

Oim  MtmsTBn  to  Rcmia.,  Rljlph  Inoehboll  Esq., 
has  reached  St.  Petersburg,  and  was  presented  to  the 
Emperor  on  the  3 1st  May,  with  his  son  as  secretary 
of  legation,  and  Mr.  Sandpord  as  attache.  If  we 
mistake  not,  he  has  spent  the  winter  at  Paris,  on  his 
way. 

Recall  of  the  Brazilian  Minister.  We  regret 
to  learn  that  the  Chevalier  Caspar  Jose  de  Lisboa  has 
been  recalled  by  the  Court  of  Brazil,  as  its  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  Lisboa  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
Fuday  last,  Mr.  Fillippe  Pereia  Leal,  Secretary  of 
Legation,  as  charge  d’affaires  from  the  Court  of  Bra- 
zil. 

We  sincerely  trust  and  believe  that  the  recall  of 
Mr.  Lisboa  will  not  expose  t!ie  amicable  relations  of 
the  two  countries  to  the  danger  of  any  interruption. 
We  are  very  desirous  of  preserving  tlie  best  feelings 
towards  Brazil;  and  we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to 
believe  that  her  government  does  not  cordially  re- 
ciprocate the  sentiment.  Mr.  Lisboa  is  recalled,  but 
no  passports  have  been  offered  to  Mr.  Wise.  Mr. 
Tod,  our  new  minister,  is  now  on  his  way  to  Rio 
Janeiro:  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  frank  and  mutual 
Explanations  will  restore  our  former  relations  to  the 
best  footing.  It  has  certainly  been  the  desire  of  our 
administration  to  do  full  justice  to  the  Brazilian  gov- 
ernment, without  compromitting  either  her  rights  or 
our  own.  Mr.  Tod  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  express 
this  sentiment  in  the  frankest  manner. 

We  understand,  from  the  Emperor’s  late  official 
message  to  the  deputies,  that  he  is  not  altogether 
satisfied  with  the  arrangement  which  was  made 
through  Mr.  Lisboa;  and  it  is  also  said  that  the  min- 
istry which  had  recalled  Mr.  Jjisboa  have  been  super- 
seded by  a new  cabinet.  A new  minister  on  the  part 
of  the  U.  States,  and  a new  ministry  on  the  part  of 
the  Emperor  will,  we  trust,  remove  every  difficulty, 
and  rettore  the  best  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. [Union. 

From  the  Washington  Union,  of  the  9th  July. 

The  Administration  and  Gen.  Scott.  Several 
of  the  more  violent  of  the  whig  journals,  taking  their 
cue  from  the  New  York  “Courier  and  Enquirer,” 
which  professes  to  have  received  special  information 
on  the  subject  from  its  “southern  coi respondents,” 
are  charging  that  Mr.  Trist  has  been  sent  to  Mexico 
on  a mission  interfering  with  the  military  authority  of 
Gen.  Scott.  They  allege  that  Mr.  Trist  has  assumed 
for  himself  a right  to  order  an  armistice,  and  other- 
wise to  interfere  with  and  even  direct  the  operations 
of  the  army,  under  Gen.  Scott’s  command.  They 
express  a warm  sympathy  with  Gen.  Scott’s  indigna- 
tion at  thus  finding  himself,  as  they  allege,  placed  by 
the  administration  in  the  position  of  “a  subordinate 
to  a clerk  in  the  state  department;”  and  they  profess 
to  see  in  this  alleged  movement  of  the  administration 
additional  evidence  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
government  towards  its  commanding  general  in  the 
field.  The  “Courier  and  Enquirer,”  indeed,  goes  so 
far  as  to  assert  that  Mr.  Trist  has  not  only  been  guil- 
ty of  such  interference  with  General  Scott’s  com- 
mand, but  that  he  has  shown  “a  letter  either  from  the 
department  of  state,  or  the  department  of  war,”  ful- 
ly authorizing  such  a course  on  his  part. 

Since  the  disappointment  of  the  editor  of  the  “Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer”  in  reference  to  the  object  of  his 
visit  to  Washington  last  winter,  the  motive  of  bis 
viltuous  indignation  against  tlie  &oyero*nept  is  so  well 
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known  as  to  render  any  ohai^es  against  it  quite 
harmless,  so  long  as  they  are  confined  to  its  own  col- 
umns, though  put  forth  in  terms  intended  to  create 
the  impression  that  the  material  of  them  may  have 
been  furnished  to  him,  duly  exaggerated  and  discol- 
ored, “by  private  advices”  from  the  scene  of  our 
military  operations.  The  repetition  of  these  charges 
in  other  journals,  however,  has  led  us  to  make  care- 
ful inquiry  into  the  matter;  and  we  now  slate  positive- 
ly, that  all  these  accusations  against  the  administra- 
tion, of  giving  Mr.  Trist  any  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  form,  or  in  the  slightest  degree,  with  Gen.  Scott’s 
military  command,  are  absolutely  and  totally  without 
foundation. 

Having  made  these  statements,  thus  positively,  we 
deem  it  proper  to  suggest  to  those  Federal  journals 
which  persist  in  charging  upon  the  administration  an 
attempt  to  do  injustice  to  Gen.  Scott  in  this  matter, 
that  the  intercourse  and  the  relations  between  the 
government  and  General  Scott  are  matter  of  record. 
In  due  time  that  record  may  be  made  to  speak  for 
itself.  Meantime,  it  will  be  no  more  than  prudent 
for,  those  journals  which  now  seek  to  put  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  wrong  against  Gen.  Scott,  to  re- 
member t'ne  fate  of  a similar  ill-judged  attempt 
by  the  professed  friends  of  that  officer,  which  led  to 
the  publication,  on  their  call,  of  the  well  known  cor- 
respondence between  him  and  the  war  department 
at  a previous  period  of  the  war.  If  the  success  of 
that  experiment  warrants,  in  the  judgment  of  General 
Scott’s  friends,  anothercail  for  the  record,  we  under- 
take to  say,  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  ihat 
such  a call,  when  made  in  due  season,  and  by  due  au- 
thority, will  be  cheerfully  and  at  once  complied  with. 
We  say  this,  not  only  without  the  slightest  feeling  of 
unkindness  towards  Gen,  Scott,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
with  a full  sense  of  the  distinguished  services  which 
he  has  rendered  to  his  country  in  the  field, 

international  exchanges. 

A number  of  the  valuable  exchanges  brought  by 
Vattemare  are  already  in  the  public  libraries  for 
which  they  were  designed. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  A.  Vatte- 
mare, to  a gentleman  of  Baltimore  we  find  in  the 
Baltimore  Patriot. 

“I  rejoice  in  the  mere  idea  of  revisiting  beautiful 
Baltimore,  where  I met  with  such  cordial  hospitality; 
and  I design  presenting  to  the  corporation,  and  to  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  a few  very  inadequate 
tokens  from  France  of  esteem  and  admiration  for  the 
warm  hearted  citizens  of  the  Monumental  City.  I 
beg  of  you  not  to  form  too  extravagant  an  idea  of  the 
intrinsic  value  of  these  offerings:  the  chief  impor- 
tance of  which  consists  in  the  good  intention  with 
which  they  are  presented,  as  well  as  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  harbingers  of  the  fraternal  and  Christian  fee- 
lings which  prevail  in  France  towards  America, — 
Those  gifts  are  the  mere  commencement  of  our  sci- 
entific intercourse,  and  they,  in  a degree,  express  the 
want  felt  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  this 
intellectual  and  peaceful  confederation — this  true  and 
holy  alliance  of  nations.  The  realization  of  this 
beautiful  amd  beneficial  scheme  is  now  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  America;  for,  in  Europe,  every  thing 
is  ready,  and  all  arms,  as  well  as  hearts,  are  open  to 
welcome  the  treaty  of  intellectual  alliance  which  has 
been  intrusted  to  my  care,  and  which  I hope  to  bear 
back  ratified  by  the  common  consent  of  my  American 
brethren.  I have  pledged  myself  to  bring  it  honie  signed 
and  sealed  by  the  Jimerican  nation.  We  may,  indeed, 
say,  that  between  us  the  ocean  rolls  no  more.  Let 
us,  then,  hold  each  other  by  the  hand,  united  by  an 
intellectual  bond,  as  the  members  of  the  great  fami- 
ly of  man — children  of  the  same  Almighty  and  Ev- 
erlasting Father. 

“The  information  you  give  concerning  your  Athe- 
nseurn  gratifies,  but  does  not  surprise,  me.  My  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  proverbial  liberality  and  pa- 
triotism of  your  fellow  citizens,  was  the  great  secu- 
rity I always  felt  for  the  realization  of  the  general  re- 
solves adopted  at  the  enthusiastic  meeting,  held  whilst 
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of  which  fills  riiy  heart  with  gratitude.  The  Atlie- 
iiffium  will  be  an  additional  rnonumeiit  to  those  which 
already  adorn  your  city;  nor  will  it  be  less  valuable 
because  it  is  erected  to  commemorate  the  peaceful 
victories  of  art  and  literature. 

“I  most  ardently  pray  that  the  example  of  Balti- 
moreans may  be  followed  elsewhere  in  the  Union; 
for  the  success  of  such  schemes  is  the  object  of  all 
the  labors  and  sacrifices  of  one  who  can  boast,  that  he 
is  the  devoted,  yet  humble  friend  of  your  (I  may  al- 
most say  my)  beloved  country. 

“Believe  me,  your  ever  devoted  friend. 

“ALEXANDRE  VATTEMARE. 
“To  Mr.  Brantz  Mayer,  Baltimore.” 

CoL.  Doniphan,  is  described,  by  the  New  Orleans 
fi'utionul,  as,  “a  man  of  giant  frame,  and  of  that  loose 
carriage  peculiar  to  the  west,  that  deceives  the  eye 
as  to  proportion  and  strength.”  “His  officers  and 
men  (that  paper  tells)  have  a strange,  uncouth  appear- 
ance: Piecemeal,  the  ill  made  clothing  of  the  volun- 
teers has  fallen  from  them,  and  they  have  supplied  its 
place  with  what  chance  and  the  wild  beasts  of  New 
Mexico  have  thrown  in  their  way.  Their  sun-burnt 
faces,  grizzly  beards,  and  withal  their  devil  may 
care  air,  is  perfectly  irresistible.  Yet  beneath  those 
rough  exteriors,  are  concealed  minds  of  educated  and 
high  toned  sentiments,  full  of  lofty  thoughts  and 
love  of  liberty-^minds  that  are  destined  to  be  felt  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  to  play  a prominent 
part  in  the  stirring  events  of  the  times.” 

British  Mediation.  Lord  Palmerston  stated  in  the 
house  of  commons  recently,  that  an  offer  of  media- 
tion had  been  made  by  the  British  government  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States,  but  that  as  yet 
it  had  not  been  accepted  by  either  of  the  belligerents, 

ATLANTIC  steamers. 

During  the  month  of  July  nine  ocean  steamships 

will  have  arrived  at  and  departed  from  our  shores 

Of  these  only  one  is  American,  one  French  and  the 
remaining  seven  are  English. 

We  have  regarded  the  performance  of  the  Wash- 
ington on  her  first — which  may  be  regarded  as  an 
experimental  trip,  with  deep  interest.  All  the  other 
steamers  referred  to  above,  have  been  constructed  ac 
cording  to  the  latest  improvements  on  the  old  fash- 
ioned plan  The  Washington  was  upon  a plan  sup- 
posed to  be  an  improvement  upon  the  former  method 
of  propelling.  A letter  from  a person  who  went  out 
in  her,  to  the  editor  of  the  Washington  Union,  dated 
London  June,  16th,  says: 

We  left  New  York  in  the  Washington  at  4 o’clock, 
P.  M.,  June  1st.,  and  were  compelled  to  remain  two 
hours  at  Sandy  Hook,  for  the  tide  to  rise,  before  we 
could  cross  the  bar.  We  then  drew  twenty  feet  wa- 
ter; and  when  we  reached  Southampton,  were  draw- 
ing but  sixteen  feet  six  inches,  having  burnt,  in  the 
fourteen  days  out,  near  700  tons  of  coaj. 

We  came  to  anchor  at  I o’clock  yesterday,  and 
found  the  Britannia,  which  sailed  from  Boston  the 
same  day,  had  arrived  at  Liverpool  thirty  six  hours 
before  us.  The  day  previous  to  our  arrival,  the 
Washington  became  very  crank,  and  when  she  cross- 
es the  Atlantic  on  the  next  trip,  will  take  from  two 
to  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  more  on  board  than 
when  she  left  New  York,  which  will  make  her  safe 
and  slow.  This  noble  vessel  has  been  built  too 
sharp,  and  one  deck  too  high;  which  deck  must  he 
taken  off,  or  she  cannot  be  what  the  government  re- 
quires in  a mail  steamer.  Razee  her,  and  she  will 
cross  in  from  one  to  two  days  less  time  than  the  Liv- 
erpool boats. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  two  first  steamers  of  tlie 
national  competition  should  be  a failure,  but  it  is  so- 
and  from  the  time  the  floors  were  first  laid,  those  who 
knew  pointed  to  the  result  as  now  realized.  The 
Washington  was  built  on  the  model  of  a sailing  ship, 
to  turn  to  windward,  when  she  should  have  been  built 
as  a Baltimore  flat-sharp,  and  not  have  drawn,  for  sea 
over  eighteen  feet.  With  her  breadth  of  beam  she 
should  b#ve  bad  six  or  seven  feet  less  hold,-  if  her 
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depth  of  hold  is  required,  then  she  should  be  from 
eight  to  ten  feet  more  beam. 

We  are  now  fairly  engaged  in  the  contest  with 
mother  England;  both  governments  have  come  for- 
ward with  noble  liberality,  and  if  the  Washington 
and  Lafayette  cannot  far  distance  their  competitors, 
then  others  shail.  The  same  ship-builders  and  steam- 
engine  makers  who  completed  the  Washington,  can, 
if  left  to  themselves,  furnish  us  with  all  that  we  re- 
quire. 

Every  comfort  and  luxury  was  enjoyed  by  the  pas- 
sengers in  the  Washington  from  New  York,  and 
with  Capt.  Hewitt  all  may  feel  secure  in  crossing  the 
ocean.  His  prudence  placed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  of  pig  iron  in  the  ship;  without  which,  our  situ- 
ation would  have  been  very  unpleasant.  It  is  a great 
novelty  to  build  a steamer  so  sharp  as  to  require  bal- 
lasting, and  to  draw  too  much  water  to  pass  out  of 
our  noble  New  York  harbor  at  all  times.  It  is,  how- 
ever so;  and  can  only  be  altered  by  razeeing  the  two 
vessels  now  built. 

We  had  fine  weather,  and  no  head  winds.  Had 
we  encountered  a succession  of  easterly  gales,  we 
should  have  been  out  of  coal  when  two  thirds  across 
the  Atlantic;  and  this,  with  two  hundred  souls  on 
board,  would  not  have  been  very  comfortable. 

The  French  Mail  Steamer  Union,  on  her  first  Atlan- 
tic trip,  left  Cherburg  on  the  20th  ult.,  and  reached 
N.  York  on  the  3d  inst.  The  Captain  obeying  the 
telegraphic  signal  from  Poins,  proceeded  to  sea  with- 
out taking  time  to  bring  a late  paper.  A New  York 
writer  says: 

We  happened  to  be  at  the  Narrows  when  this  beau- 
tiful vessel  passed  up.  She  went  like  a bird,  and  sat 
on  the  water  like  a duck.  She  is  not  of  mammoth 
size,  but  skims  through  the  sea  like  a sylph.  She  ap- 
peared to  be  under  perfect  management  and  we  have 
no  doubt  is  a safe  and  expeditious  sea  boat.  It  is  a 
pleasant  task  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  first  of 
this  new  line  of  steamers,  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances.  The  French  are  celebrated  for  their 
fine  models  and  science  in  steam;  and,  from  all  ap- 
pearances, this  is  a splendid  specimen  of  strength 
and  swiftness.  We  are  happy  to  say  there  is  the  best 
feeling  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  We  wish  it 
may  nqt  only  be  permanent  but  profitable. 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


STATE  BOUNDARIES. 

The  boundary  of  Maseachusetls  and  Rhode  Island. — 
The  Pi  evidence  Journal  says  of  the  boundary  line 
Which  has  been  run  by  the  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts commissioners,  that  it  makes  no  transfer, 
or  scarcely  any,  of  inhabitants  or  soil.  Each  state 
temains  in  possession  of  the  territory  over  which  it 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  ever  since  the  decision  of 
the  king  in  council  affirming  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners. The  report  was  agreed  to  by  all  the 
commissioners  of  both  states,  except  Mr.  Gardiner 
of  Massechusettfi. 

Boundary  between  Virginia  and  Ohio. — The  gover- 
nor of  Ohio  has  appointed  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 
Alfred  Kelley,  and  John  Brough,  esqri.  comojission- 
ers  on  the  part  of  the  state  ol  Uhio  to  meet  the  three 
commissioners  of  the  state  of  Virginia  to  adjust  the 
question  of  boundary  and  jurisdiction  arising  out  of 
the  contest  whether  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  ex- 
tends to  the  middle  of  the  Ohio  river,  or  to  low  wa- 
ter mark  on  the  northern  shore  It  is  expected  they 
will  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  some  time  in 
the  month  of  January  next. 

Maine.—  Congressional  election  law. — The  legisla- 
ture have  passed  a law  by  the  provisions  of  which  a 
plurality  of  votes  will  hereafter  elect  representatives 
to  congress  and  county  officers.  The  law  goes  into 
immediate  opeiation. 

jJmendments  proposed  to  the  constitution. — 1'hey  have 
also  passed,  by  the  requisite  constitutional  majority, 
BD  amendment  of  the  present  constitution,  providing 
for  the  election  by  a plurality  of  governor  and  mem-, 
beis  of  the  state  legislature,  both  senate  and  house. 

The  latter  will  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  the 

election  in  September  next,  when  it  will  probably  be 
adopted.  This  will  put  an  end  to  the  numberless  and 
vexatious  trials  without  success  to  elect  representa- 
tives, and  the  application  of  the  law  to  county  officers 
will  do  away  with  ibe  appointing  power  of  the  gov- 
ernor, who  has  had  the  appointment  of  sherilis,  reg- 
iaters  of  deeds,  and  attorneys,  in  cases  of  uoii-electiun 
by, the  people. 

New  Hampshire.— 2’A«  legislfllure  [closed  its  ses- 
a.ou  on  the  iOth  ihst- 


Massachusetts. — Donation  to  .Amherst  college. — 
Sainuef  Williston,  esq.,  of  Easthampton.  Mass.,  has 
made  another  donation  of  [^30,000  to  Amherst  col- 
lege, and  Mr.  Hitchcock,  at  Brimfield,  $10,000,  both 
for  professorship. 

Connecticut. — The  legislature  adjourned,  after 
the  longest  session  (of  fifty  days)  ever  held  by  any 
legislature  of  the  state. 

Mexiedn  war. — On  the  morning  of  the  adjournment 
resolutions  were  passed  in  the  strongest  terms  of  ap- 
probation of  the  bravery  and  skill  displayed  by  our 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Mexican  war.  The  re- 
solutions were  prefaced  by  the  following  preamble: 
Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union,  and  of  the  order  of  the  presi- 
dent, without  the  authority  of  the  constitution  and 
the  law,  directing  troops  to  march  into  territory  in 
the  occupation  of  Mexico,  a state  of  war  exists  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  conducted  at 
a great  expense  of  life  and  treasure,  and  which  may 
result  in  the  acquisition  of  large  portions  of  territory, 
hereafter  to  be  made  states  of  the  Union;  There- 
fore,” &.C. 

Vermont. — dominations. — The  whigs  have  nomi- 
nated Hon.  Horace  Eaton,  present  incumbent,  for 
governor,  Hon.  Leonard  Sargeant  for  lieut.  gover- 
nor, and  George  Howes,  esq.,  for  treasurer.  The 
administration  convention  have  nominated  for  gov- 
ernor, Hon.  Paul  Dillingham,  late  member  of  con- 
gress in  the  Montpelier  district. 

University. — The  very  handsome  sum  of  $50,000 
has  been  raised  during  the  past  year,  by  private  sub- 
scription, in  aid  of  the ‘‘University  of  Vermout”  at 
Burlingtan.  Of  the  amount  there  was  subscribed — 

In  Boston,  Hartford,  and  Northampton  $3,805 

In  New  York  city  2,106 

In  Vermont  adjacent  to  N.  Y.  and  Canada  44,089 


$50,000 

Martland. — Cool.— The  Cumberland  Civilian  re- 
marks that  ID  Jenoing’s  run  valley,  in  which  are  sit- 
uated Ihe  Mount  Savage  works  and  the  Froslburg 
and  other  private  coal  companies,  the  quantity  of 
coal  mined  per  month,  under  the  most  unfavorable 
circumstances,  is  nearly  four  thousand  tons.  It  is 
only  a short  time  since  the  first  lump  of  coal  was 
taken  from  the  valley. 

Declined. — Edward  Long,  late  a representative  in 
congress  from  the  lower  (Eastern  Shore)  district  of 
Maryland,  has  declined  being  a candidate  for  re- 
election. 

ViRoiNiA. — Special  election. — The  votes  for  a de- 
legate to  represent  Morgan  co.  in  the  next  legisla- 
ture, at  the  election  held  two  weeks  since,  stood  for 
Michael  (whig)  250,  Gustin  (adm.)  226, — Whig, 
majority  24. 

Death  of  a delegate. — The  result  of  this  election 
equalizing  parties  in  the  legislature  on  joint  ballot, 
was  hardly  ascertained,  before  the  death  of  Lewis 
deal,  esq.,  a whig  delegate  elect  from  the  election 
district  of  Giles  and  Mercer,  is  announced.  This  of 
course  leaves  the  administration  party  a majority  at 
least  until  the  vacancy  is  filled. 

Georgia. — The  manufacture  of  flour  in  the  stale  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  and  is  said  to  be  fast  super- 
seding northern  flour.  A few  days  since  shipments 
of  450  barrels  were  made  from  Savaunah  for  Eu- 
rope. 

Alabama. — Gubernatorial. — Nicholas  Davis,  esq., 
‘‘ID  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  whigs  of  Ala- 
bama,” has  andounced  himself  as  a candidate  for  the 
gubernatorial  chair  of  that  state.  Two  other  candi- 
dates are  in  the  field — Reuben  Chapman,  tbe  nomi- 
nee of  tbe  administration  caucus,  and  Joshua  L. 
Marlin,  the  present  governor,  who,  being  luled  off 
the  track  by  the  caucus,  has  taken  the  held  on  his 
•wn  hook. 

Later. — Goverovr  Martin  has  withdrawn  from  the 
canvass. 

Congressional  candidates — Flection  2d  Jjugust,  1847. 
— Tbe  whigs  had  but  one  representative  from  this 
state  in  the  last  congress.  '1  hey  are  fighting  hard 
for  more  in  the  next,  and  do  their  full  share  at  brag. 
Guv.  Gayle,  is  their  corididate  for  tbe  Mobile  dis- 
trict; Henry  W.  Hilliard,  for  the  2d  district;  Sam- 
uel Beman,  lor  tbe  3d  Mr.  Murfht,  for  tbe  4tb. 

Seventh  congressional  dislriet. — The  administration 
parly  have  an  overwhelming  majority  in  tbis<district, 
and  as  often  occurs  in  such  casesi  aspirants  disturb 
the  barmoiiy  Of  the  party.  Mr.  BowhoN,  is  the 


gularly  nominated  candidate  of  the  party  for  re- 
election.  He  fully  coincides  with  President  Polk, 
secretary  Walker  and  the  “Union.”  Mr.  Rice,  his 
competitor  professes  to  be  a “democrat”  of  the  first 
water,  but  yet  differs  widely  from  Mr.  Bowdon. — 
Having  been  accused  by  Alabama  administration 
papers  of  causing  “disunion  and  distraction  in  tbe 
democratic  ranks,”  Mr.  Rice  replies  in  rather  a 
caustic  strain.  He  asserts  that  the  true  cause  for 
these  difficulties  and  dissensions  are  certain  measures 
of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration,  and  tbe  acts  of  the  last 
congress.  He  cites  tbe  political  revolution  in  Vir- 
ginia as  an  illustration  of  tbe  disastrous  effects  of 
tbe  administration’s  policy,  and  sums  up  the  list  of 
grievances  as  follows:  1st,  Getting  the  country  into 
a war  with  Mexico,  which  might  have  been  as  ea- 
sily avoided,  as  was  a war  with  England  on  the  Or- 
egon question.  2d,  The  effort  to  tax  tea  and  coffee, 
on  tbe  pretext  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  on  or 
support  the  war.  3d,  The  failure  to  reduce  tbe 
price  of  tbe  public  lands,  by  the  democratic  majority 
in  both  branches  of  congress.  4th,  The  attempt  to 
supersede  Scotland  Taylor,  by  creating  the  office  of 
lieutenant  general,  and  bestowing  it  on  Tliumas  H. 
Benton — “a  mere  politician.”  5tb,  Tbe  passage  of 
the  Ten  Regiment  bill,  and  the  clause  giving  the 
president  tbe  right  to  appoint  the  officers,  instead  of 
entrusting  that  right  to  the  brave  and  devoted  volun- 
teers. 6th,  The  wretched  attempt  to  hamper  the 
resolution  of  thanks  to  General  Taylor  with  an  im- 
plied censure.  7th,  The  refusal  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  pass  a resolution  calling  on  the  pre- 
sident for  proper  information  concerning  Santa 
Anna’s  return  to  Mexico. 

Manufacturing  iron  is  steadily  spreading  itself  in 
this  s<ate.  Tbe  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  states  that  beds 
of  the  finest  ore  are  found  to  an  incalculable  extent 
in  Tuscaloosa  county,  and  it  is  ascertained  to  be  su- 
perior to  any  in  the  south  or  west.  An  iron  master 
of  Tennessee,  who  compared  it  with  his  own,  give! 
it  the  preference,  both  for  quantity  and  quality. 

The  administration  convention  of  the  1st  (Mobile) 
district,  has  nominated  John  J.  Taylor  as  the  oppo- 
nent of  Gov.  Gayle. 

Tbe  convention  also  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tions:— 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  heartily  award 
to  General  Zachary  Taylor,  General  Winfield  Scott, 
and  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  ot  the  American  ar- 
my DOW  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  the  tribute  of  our  gratitude  for  tbe  distin- 
guished patriotism  and  bravery  with  which  they 
have  fought  tbe  battles  of  their  country  upon  the 
fields  of  Mexico,  and  that  we  would  spurn  tbe  idea 
for  party  or  other  purposes,  of  withholding  from  any 
of  them,  and  especially  old  Rough  and  Ready,  the 
just  praise  to  which  they  are  entitled  from  all  true 
lovers  of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  an  additional  evidence  of 
the  judgement  and  discrimination  of  the  president  of 
tbe  United  States,  in  tbe  character  and  capacity  of 
the  individuals  selected  by  him  to  command  our 
armies. 

Louisiana. — The  congressional  canvass  is  progress- 
ing. In  tbe  1st  distnci  Mr.  La  Sere  is  a candidate 
for  re-eleciioD.  We  have  seen  no  notice  of  an  op- 
position to  him.  In  the  2d  dist.  a convention  is  to 
be  held.  Mr.  Tbibadeaux,  is  willing  to  serve  again 
if  nominated.  In  the  3d  dist.  Mr.  Harmansqn  is  tbe 
administration  candidate.  In  tbe  4th  dist.  Alex. 
Dbclouet,  of  St.  Martin’s,  a Creole  orator  of  some 
popularity  is  to  be  the  whig  candidate.  Messrs. 
Porter  and  Morse  are  administratiun  rivals  for  tbe 
nomination. 

The  Irish  relief  committee  of  New  Orleans  have  re- 
mitted to  Ireland,  at  various  times,  provisions  valued 
at  $50,000.  The  Delta  says; 

“The  greater  part  of  this  sum  was  subscribed  in 
tbe  city  and  stale;  generous  Mississippi  put  in  a lib- 
eral part,  and  other  adjoining  states  did  lUeir  share.” 

Pews  at  auction. — It  is  stated  that  81  out  of  190 
pews  of  the  new  church  recently  erected  in  N . Or- 
leans for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hawks,  sold  at  auction  for 
sixty  three  thousand  dollars. 

Churches. — "By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.” — 
JuDA  Touro,  of  New  Orleans,  some  years  since  pur- 
chased a church  in  that  city  and  presented  it  to  tbe 
Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  a distinguished  Unitarian  clergy- 
man with  its  annual  revenue.  Tbe  same  gentleman 
has  now  presented  a church  valued  at  $10,000,  fitted 
up  at  his  own  expense  as  a Synagogue,  to  the  He- 
brew congregation  of  New  Orleans. 

Tennessee. — Agricultural  products. — According  to 
a letter  addressed  by  V.  K.  Stevenson,  esq.,  to  tbe 
Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  we  learn  that  ihe  agricultu- 
ral -produela  of  Tennessee  are  in  value  equal  to  $fl7,- 
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551,820,  while  those  of  Ohio  are  ouly  $57,899,300, 
and  of  New  York  $57,685  400,  showing  Tennessee 
to  be  the  third  slate  in  the  Union  in  productive 
wealth. 

Iron  business. — An  official  report  to  the  legislature 
of  the  stale  sets  down  the  capital  employed  in  the 
iron  business  at  $4,100,000,  and  the  annual  products 
at  the  same  amount.  Three  fourths  of  this  capital 
are  employed  in  Middle  Tennessee.  On  the  Cum- 
berland river  near  Nashville  there  are  “21  blasb  fur- 
naces, 11  forges,  and  3 splendid  rolling  mills,  which 
yield  annually  about  $800,003.”  On  the  Tennessee 
river  “there  are  12  furnaces,  and  8 forges  and  bloom- 
eries,  which  produce  about  180,000  tons  annually.” 

Congressional. — Milton  Brown,  esq.,  (whig.)  de- 
clines a renomination  in  the  11th  district.  We  see 
it  stated  that  Colonel  Haskbll,  who  is  now  with  the 
army  in  Mesico,  is  to  be  the  whig  candidate.  The 
district  gave  Mr,  Clay  a majority  of  2,300  votes  in 


Kentuckv — CotioTfsjtonal  candidates Election  2<1 

August,  1847. 

Oist.  Whig. 

I.  Samuel  Dulaney, 

II.  Robt.  L.  Wadcill, 

III.  John  F.  Todd, 

IV.  Ay lell  Buckner, 

V.  John  B.  Thompson, 

VI.  Green  Adams, 

VII.  Garnett  Duncan, 

VIII.  Charles  S.  Morehead, 

S.  F.  J.  Frabue* 

IX.  Leander  M.  Cos, 

X.  John  P Gaines, 

’Native  American. 

State  bonds  redeemed. — Gov.  Owsley  has  given  no- 
tice that  the  sis  year  bonds  now  payable  will  be  re- 
deemed on  presentation  at  the  public  treasuiy  from 
the  2d  August,  and  all  bonds  then  payable  and  not 
presented  for  payment  will,  after  that  day,  only 
bear  an  interest  of /our  percent,  per  annum  until 
presented  for  payment. 

Chicago  convention. — Louisville  appointed  a large 
number  of  delegates  to  the  River  and  Harbor  con- 
Tention  which  assembled  at  Chicago  on  July  5, 1847. 

Indiana — Congressional  candidates. — Election  2d  of 
August,  1847,  with  ihe  majorities  given  in  each  dis- 


trict at  the  last  presidential  election. 

Dist.  Whig.  Mmin.  Clay.  Polk. 

1.  Judge  Embree,  R.  Dale  Owen,  1976 

2.  J.  P.  Davis,  T.  J.  Henley,  551 

3.  P.  A.  Hackleman,  J.  L.  Robinson,  79 

4.  C.  B.  Smith,  C.  H.  Test,  1491 

5.  N.  McCarty,  W.  W.  Wick,  1012 

C.  G.  G.  Dunn,  G.  W.  Carr,  1495 

7.  R.  W.  Thompson,  Jos.  A.  Wright,  1081 

8.  No  nomination,  John  Pettit,  814 

9.  D.  D.  Pratt,  C.  W.  Caihcart,  243 

10,  W.  G.  Ewing,  Wm.  Rockhill,  356 


Sixth  congressional  district. — The  friends  of  the 
administration  have  held  three  successive  conven- 
tions in  this  district.  At  the  last  one  John  W.  Davis 
resigned  his  claims  to  the  nomination  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Carr,  for  the  sake  of  harmony;  but  his  friends  would 
not  submit  to  it,  and  the  consequence  was  that  no 
Domination  was  made.  A fourth  convention  and  a 
new  candidate  are  talked  of. 

Illinois.— The  convention  for  remodelling  the  slate 
conslitulian,  assembled  at  Springfield  on  the  7lh  of 
June,  1847.  The  administration  party  were  in  ma- 
jority, and  rejected  a proposition  of  tne  whig  minor- 
ity for  a selection  of  officers  for  the  convention  with- 
out regard  to  party.  The  candidates  for  the  presi- 
dency of  the  convention  were  Z.  Casey  and  N.  Cloud 
— the  former  in  favor  of  a prohibition  of  banks,  in 
the  constitution,  and  the  latter  against  such  a prohi- 
bition. Cloud,  the  bank  man,  received  41  votes  in 
caucus  and  Casey  35.  When  the  convention  met, 
Cloud  was  elected  president  over  Casey  by  a vote  of 
84  to  65. 

Bank  question — The  administration  advocates  of 
banks  a tew  days  aiierwards  obtained  a signal  tri- 
umph. When  the  proposition  to  prohibit  banks 
came  up  for  consideration  it  was  wilhoufdebate  laid 
•n  the  table,  by  a vote  of  102  ayes  to  53  nays.  Ano- 
ther resolution  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  bank 
paper  in  that  state  of  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars,  was  also  laid  on  the  table,  by  a vole  of  101 
to  98. 

The  subject  was  under  debate  at  the  latest  dates 
from  the  convention. 

Wmcossisi.^Taxable  property. — The  total  amount 

«t  luaWs  propeftj  m Wiscoot^,  Lvr  tbs  iiid, 


according  to  the  report  of  the  auditor  of  the  territory 
IS  as  follows: 

Aggregate  number  of  acres  of  land  assessed  3.227,929 
Assessed  value  of  lands  and  town  lots  $8,880,058  71 
“ “ improvements  1,.594  916  71 

“ “ merchandize,  &-!.  315,770  00 

“ “ persona!  property  e\. 

elusive  of  merchandize  743,576  87 


Total  $11,534,023  27 

The  taxes  upon  the  above  assessment  for  the  year 
1836,  were  $13,793  74. 

Public  lands. — The  Madison  (Wisconsin)  Democrat 
states  “that  there  have  been  sold  in  Milwaukle  land 
district  during  the  last  year  700,000  acres  of  land, 
which  leaves  but  500,000  acres  in  the  whole  district 
now  subject  to  entry.  Should  the  demand  of  the 
next  year  be  half  as  great  as  the  present  one,  there 
will  not  be  an  acre  undi.sposed  of  that  is  not  entirely 
valueless;  for,  of  this  amount  of  half  a million  of 
acres  now  unsold,  there  must  necessarily  be  a large 
amount  of  marsh  land  that  will  not  be  entered  for 
several  years  at  least.” 

^ JiTonoegian  newspaper,  is  to  be  established  in  the 
town  of  Norway,  Racine  county.  The  Milwaukie 
Sentinel,  in  making  the  announcement,  says — “The 
Norwegian  settlements  in  the  west  are  already  nu- 
merous and  growing  rapidly.  There  are  now  in 
Wisconsin,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  twenty  such  settle- 
ments, ami  sixteen  of  them  within  the  limits  of  this 
territory.  They  embrace  a population  of  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  thousand;  frugal,  industrious,  honest, 
law-loving  and  law-abiding  citizens.  The  principal 
settlement  is  on  the  Koskonong  prairie,  where  there 
are  nearly  a thousand  Norwegian  families.” 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


Passports  from  Cuba. — A letter  from  which  we 
inserted  an  extract,  recently  written  from  Vera  Cruz, 
signified  amongst  other  alarming  things  to  the  writer, 
that  officers  and  adventurers  were  making  their  way 
from  Cuba  to  Mexico,  taking  command  oi  guerrillas, 
&C.  The  La  Patria  of  the  2d,  states  that  the  autho- 
rities of  Cuba  are  taking  measures  to  prevent  their 
subjects  from  interfering  in  the  war.  The  Sol  de 
,Anahuac  of  June  23d,  referring  to  intelligence  re- 
cently received  Irom  Havana,  says  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Cuba  refuses  passports  to  the  United  States 
or  to  Mexico,  to  every  person  born  in  Spain  or  in 
that  island,  except  those  above  thirty-six  years  of 
age,  or  those  who  can  show  that  they  have  commer- 
cial business  in  the  places  to  which  they  wish  for 
passports. 

City  op  Mexico — Dates  to  the.  16lh  June,  have 
been  received  by  the  Mobile  Herald. 

The  Diario  del  Gobierno,  of  the  12th  says:  "Trust- 
worthy letters  and  the  evidence  of  persons  of  vera- 
city confirm  the  report  that  the  Yankees  in  Puebla 
do  not  number  6,000,  the  artillery  does  not  amount 
to  25  pieces,  most  of  8,  6,  and  4 pounders.  Wbat 
garrison  will  they  think  of  leaving  in  Puebla  incase 
they  move  forward?  Certainly  not  less  than  2,000. 
And  with  hardly  4,000  will  they  attempt  to  come  to 
Mexico?  In  such  cases  it  is  vulgarly  said  the  meat  is 
too  little  /or  so  much  broth.” 

The  same  paper  of  the  13th  of  June,  contains  the 
decree  of  Santa  Anna  prohibiting  the  publication  of 
notices  as  to  the  state  of  defence  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  cutting  ofiT  all  communication  “withthe  point  of 
the  republic  occupied  by  our  common  enemies,  the 
North  Americans.”  All  persons  infringing  this  decree 
to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  lavvs  against 
spies  of  the  enemy.  All  persons,  therefore,  requir- 
ing to  pass  into  or  to  write  to  such  parts  must  obtain 
a safe  conduct  from  the  supreme  government,  or 
from  properly  consiluled  military  authorities. 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  12lb,  says:  “our 
army  in  Mexico  has  already  (notwithstanding  the 
dilatory  action  of  congress)  been  largely  reinforced. 
It  is  ascertained  by  the  latest  accounts  from  Vera 
Cruz,  that  several  thousand  additional  troops  have 
been  already  reported  there,  to  strengthen  General 
Scott’s  command.  Besides  these,  a corps  of  six 
hundred  marines  must  have  ere  this  time  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz,  for  the  same  purpose.  The  battalion 
from  this  District,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Hughes,  will  start  immediately  for  the  same  desti- 
nation. Additional  regiments  are  also  now  muster- 
ing for  the  scene  of  actiou  from  Illinois,  Ohio,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Georgia,  indeed,  almost  every  mail 
from  New  Urleaiis  brings  the  intelligence  of  the 
embarcaiion  ot  new  troops  for  Vera  Cruz.  In  a 
word,  instead  of  giving  General  Scott  29,000  troops 
on  the  principal  theatre  of  operations,  (which  Col. 
Doniphan  calls  for,  and  which  the  intercepted  letter 
the  lecretsrj  iateoded  to  be  aigigoed 


to  Gen.  SnoU,)  the  design  now  is  to  give  him  more 
than  20,000. 

“The  administration  has  done  all  that  the  action 
of  congress  permitted  it  to  do,  in  furnishing  its  ge- 
nerals with  the  amount  and  description  of  force 
which  they  required.  And  the  feats  which  our  arms 
have  already  accomplished — the  armed  occupation, 
both  of  the  Pacific  and  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of 
Mexico — the  subjugation  of  vast  regions  of  Mexi- 
can territory — the  prostration  of  the  Mexican  mili- 
tary power,  and  probable  presence,  at  this  moment, 
of  an  American  general  in  the  Mexican  capital — 
attest  the  power  and  success  with  which  the  efforts 
of  the  administration  have  been  pul  forth.  In  these 
efforts  there  will  be  no  relaxation,  until  the  objects 
of  the  war  are  secured  in  a just  and  honorable  treaty 
of  peace." 

Major  General  Pillow  is  recognised  aa  one  of 
the  army  officers  with  whom  the  president  is  upon 
terms  of  confidential  intimacy.  Gen.  Pillow  was  on 
his  return  from  a visit  to  his  residence  in  Tennessee, 
at  the  time  of  the  public  reception  of  the  returning 
volunteers  to  that  stale — and  an  invitation  was  given 
to  attend.  1'he  following  paragraph  from  his  letter 
declining  the  invitation  shows  what  his  notions  are 
of  the  objects  of  the  war,  and  considering  his  pecu- 
liar relations  to  the  president,  must  be  regarded  as 
some  indication  also  of  the  views  of  our  chief  ma- 
gistrate on  the  subject: 

“My  intention  is  not  again  to  leave  the  field  of 
active  duty  to  my  country  until  a permanent  peace 
can  be  secured  by  such  a form  of  government  in  Mexico 
as  will  guaranty  with  certainly  to  the  citizens  of  the 
U.  States  those  advantages  which  may  be  contained 
in  such  treaty;  or  the  establishment  of  a complete  mili~ 
tnry  occupation  of  Mexico,  whereby  the  revenues  may  be 
secured  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  ansingfrom  the 
internal  taxes  in  Ihe  Mexican  states,  besides  the  present 
duties  on  imports,  and  affording  to  the  productive 
classes  in  Mexico  that  protection  from  their  enor- 
mous taxes  which  they  have  not  heretofore  enjoyed, 
and  thereby  also  teaching  them  how  such  taxes  can 
be  correctly  collected  and  honestly  accounted  for  to 
the  people  from  forced  loans,  levied  by  their  ever 
changing  revolutionary  Government.” 

Major  Gen.  Patterson.  The  N.  Orleans  Delks 
oflhel9tb  ult.  says — “It  is  the  opinion  of  officers 
just  returned  from  Mexico — and  we  may  mention 
the  name  of  Gen.  Patterson  in  this  connection — that 
the  probability  of  conquering  a peace,  upon  the  plan 
of  warfare  hitherto  pursued  is  slender  indeed.  It  is 
thought  by  them  that  an  army  of  forty  thousand  rank 
and  file,  should  be  in  the  field;  that  captured  cities 
should  be  pul  under  the  jurisdiction  of  American 
citizens;  that  the  revenues  of  the  states  should  be 
seized  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war;  that  all  the 
resources  pertaining  to  the  Government  should  be 
held  as  spoils  of  war,  and  that  the  military  authority 
set  up  by  the  United  States  army  should  exercise  all 
the  powers  of  taxation  and  legislation  belonging  to 
the  civil  administration  of  the  country.  This  plan 
embraces  the  idea  of  actual  conquest  and  absolute 
jurisdiction,  and  is  deemed  the  only  feasible  one  of 
bringing  the  war  to  a close.” 

“It  is  the  belief  of  Gen.  Patterson  and  others  who 
have  given  the  subject  a large  consideration,  that  an 
authority  embracing  all  the  necessary  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  set  up  in  Mexico,  could  collect  re- 
venue equal  to  its  wants;  and  that  the  people  of  that 
country  can  alone  be  brought  to  their  senses  by  the 
exhibition  of  such  an  authority.  To  permit  the  al- 
cade  to  use  bis  functions  in  a captured  city,  or  the 
native  civil  magistracy  to  conduct  public  affairs,  is 
keeping  an  enemy  in  power  who  will  be  surely  con- 
triving against  the  army.  This  system  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  hurt  wherever  it  has  been  tried  in  Mexico, 
and  experience  demands  its  abandonment, 

“A  military  government,  administered  upon  civi- 
lized principles,  it  is  contended  would  be  preferable 
to  the  one  now  existing  in  Mexico.  It  would  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  tax  payers,  it  is  supposed, 
than  the  present  arbitrary  and  vacillating  one.  It 
would  be  able  to  maintain  itself  without  greater  ex 
actions  than  the  country  is  able  to  bear,  and  might 
in  the  end  leave  the  people  in  a belter  condition  to 
govern  themselves  than  they  now  are.  These  ideas 
seem  plausible,  and  it  might  be  wise  to  give  them 
an  experimont  in  some  of  the  captured  states.  The 
opinion  is  becoming  more  and  more  general  that  the 
United  States  may  conquer  Mexico;  but  a peace — 
never.” 

Tampico.  The  U.  Slates  transport  ship  Sarah, 
Capl.  Farwell,  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  6lb  inst 
with  I'ampico  dates  to  the  27th  and  Brazos  Santiago 
to  the  30tb  ultimo. 

“Capl.  Farwell  reports  that  news  was  received  at 
TaDpico  Uie  aiskl  before  to  Col. 
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C'lssitjs  M,  Clfly.  Majors  Rorland  and  Gain»5,  and 
all  Anieroan  priaom : in  il.e  Oily  of  Mrxicc 
had  been  released  and  ordered  to  Tampico,  under  a 
a rery  large  military  escort.  When  within  150  miles 
of  Tampico,  it  is  stated  that  the  liberated  prisoners 
were  met  by  Gen.  Urrea,  who  detained  them  as 
captives,  and  ordered  out  all  the  men  he  could  raise 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Tampico.  It*  is  further 
reported  that  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  was  received, 
three  companies  of  the  11th  regiment  of  infantry 
which  had  been  waiting  at  Tampico  bar  for  trans- 
portation to  Vera  Crui,  were  ordered  up  to  the  city; 
and  the  authorities,  fearing  an  attack,  placed  every 
man  under  arms.  It  was  estimated  that  including 
the  escort,  prisoners,  and  all  others  with  Urrea,  that 
commander  had  under  him  fully  900  men. 

The  steamship  Alabama  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  2d, 
touched  at  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  4th  and  reached 
New  Orleans  on  the  7th.  The  New  Orleans  Times 
publishes  letters  from  the  Vera  Cruz  correspondent 
''Indicator,"  of  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  June.  They 
appear  to  have  had  no  later  intelligence  at  Vera 
Cruz  from  Gen.  Scott  nor  from  the  trains  that  were 
on  the  road  from  Perote,  to  Puebla,  where  Gen.  Scott, 
according  to  the  latest  accounts  still  remained  — 
Indicator  writes:  Vera  Crux,  June  28th- 

Jalapa,  I believe  has  been  entirely  abandoned  by 
our  troops;  and,  indeed,  we  this  evening  have  intel- 
ligence that  the  guerrillas  have  taken  possession  of 
that  city.  Vera  Cruz  has  less  than  three  hundred 
men  in  her  garrison.  The  National  Bridge,  Encerro 
and  Cerro  Gordo  certainly,  and  Jalapa,  probably, 
are  not  all  guarded,  and  the  country  is  flooded  with 
the  native  enemy. 

29lh — Lieut.  Merrifield,  of  Capt.  Ford’s  company 
of  Indiana  Dragoons,  this  morning  blew  bis  brains 
out  with  a pistol. 

The  health  of  the  city  has  suffered  but  little  change 
for  the  past  week  or  two,  and  all  circumstances  con- 
sidered, may  be  pronounced  good.  The  mortality  has 
averaged  less  than  ten  daily  within  the  time  men- 
tioned. 

30lb. — We  have  news  this  morning  from  both  the 
west  and  the  south,  from  the  city  of  Mexico  and 
from  Tobasco.  A merchant’s  express  came  in  from 
the  capital,  but  with  only  half  a dozen  letters,  and 
the  political  information  contained  iu  them  is  meagre 
in  the  extreme.  One  of  them,  however,  tells  us  that 
the  Goveniment  which  is  of  course  Santa  Anna,  has 
demanded  a forced  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and 
is  raising  the  money  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. — 
The  work  of  fortifying  the  approaches  to  the  city  is 
proceeding  vigorously;  but  one  of  the  letters  states, 
that  great  want  of  judgment  is  shown  in  the  selection 
of  portions  for  defence. 

The  writer  says  that  the  strongest  fortifications  are 
placed  exactly  where  the  Yankees  are  sure  not  to 
pass,  while  the  most  important  points  are  left  nearly 
open.  The  letters  are  very  cautiously  written,  except 
the  one  which  gives  us  the  intelligence-,  and  these 
are  about  all  the  remarks  which  it  contains  on  the 
subject  of  general  interest.  The  dates  are  up  to  the 
18th  only.  The  British  Courier  will  bring  news  as 
late  as  the  26th,  and  I hope  will  be  in  this  evening. 

Capture  of  Tobasco.  Commodore  Perry  and  bis 
squadron  arrived  at  Anton  Lizardo  1 isl  evening,  from 
faU  expedition  against  Tobasco.  Upon  his  arrival  at 
the  entrance  of  the  ri>er,  he  found  that  a short  dis- 
tance up,  chtvaux  de  fiise  had  been  sunk  so  as  to 
render  the  passage  of  his  vessel  impracticable.  He 
consequently  landed  his  men  and  his  lighter  guns,  and 
commenced  liis  march  to  the  town.  This  was  a most 
tedious  business,  but  he  managed  to  get  ahead  at  the 
rale  of  one  knot  per  hour  until  he  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  town,  where  he  found  the  enemy 
ready  to  receive  him.  Drawing  up  nis  army  of  tars 
into  a very  respectable  column,  he  advanced  within 
inusket  range  when  he  received  the  enemy’s  fire,  and 
instantly  opened  upuu  them  bis  artillery,  charged 
with  grape  and  oaiiisler.  The  Mexicans  did  nut  fire 

again Perry’s  single  volley  scattered  them  to  the 

winds.  Horses  with  the  stampede  could  not  get  over 
the  ground  as  they  did.  Some  three  or  four  of  our 
men  were  wounded,  but  i believe  none  were  killed. 
Lieutenat  May  lost  an  arm,  and  1 believe  one  other 
officer  only  was  badly  wounded. 

None  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  have  yet  been 
in  town,  and  i have  these  particulars  at  second  band, 
although  Irom  good  and  inieligenl  aulhoiiiy. 

The  N.  Orleans  Times  says — “We  learn  verbally 
that  the  British  Courier  reached  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
1st  instant,  but  as  the  Alabama  sailed  at  day  light  on 
the  following  moruing,  no  news,  if  any  were  received 
through  that  n.edium,  had  transpired.  The  Courier 
probably  left  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  26in  or27ih 
ultimo.” 

PuASbPgcrs  per  sleaiubhip  Alabama— Capls.  Clarke 
and  Acker,  and  Lieuis.  Gouverneau,  ot  itie  2d  Mis 
iissiiipi  legiuieni;  Captain  Nerrmglon,  and  Lieuls. 
JKiuney  ana  AsUiej,  ol  the  V irgiuia  regimenl. 


“army  of  !NVA,  SION.” 

Later — N.  Orleans  papers  of  the  8th  furnish  fur- 
ther intelligence  brought  by  the  Alabama,  including 
city  of  Mexico  dates  to  the  29th,  and  Puebla  to  the 
30th  June. 

General  Scott  had  not  been  able  to  leave  Puebla 
for  want  of  reinforcements.  Gen.  Cadwallader  was 
at  Perote  on  the  20th  awaiting  the  arrival  of  General 
Pillow.  Some  of  the  papers  mention  that  Cadwal 
lader  reached  Puebla  on  the  30th,  but  Kendall’s  let- 
ter of  that  dale  from  there  makes  no  mention  of  it. 
Gen.  Pillow  is  said  to  have  been  compelled  to  con- 
test the  road  with  the  guerrilla  parties  till  beyond 
Cerro  Gordo.  Guerrilleros  took  advantage  of  every 
defile  to  resist  his  progress.  His  loss  is  said  to  have 
been  severe, 

Lieut.  Col.  Belton,  3d  artillery,  is  governor  of 
Puebla. 

“The  American  Star,”  published  at  Puebla,  states 
that  Gen.  Alvarez  was  at  Atlizo  on  the  14tb  June, 
with  300  Mexican  cavalry. 

The  Star  says  there  is  three  month’s  provisions  in 
the  city  for  the  army,  and  that  the  fields  around  the 
city  supply  all  the  forage  necessary. 

A Mexican  named  Heredia  detected  by  his  coun- 
trymen on  his  way  Irum  the  capital  to  Puebla  with 
drawings  of  the  different  fortifications  around  the 
capital  was  tried, and  condemned  as  a spy  and  a trai- 
tor, to  be  shot  on  the  21st  ult. 

The  Star  of  the  24th  contains  an  account  of  a 
party  of  eight  or  ten  men  not  belonging  to  the  army, 
who  left  Puebla  on  the  20th,  and  proceeded  about  13 
miles  in  the  direction  towards  Mexieo,  to  purchase 
some  mules  for  the  government.  As  they  were  about 
to  start  by  a bye  path  after  procuring  them  and  par- 
taking of  a repast,  they  were  discovered  by  a large 
party  of  Mexican  lancers,  from  whom  they  were 
endeavoring  to  escape  when  their  passage  was  inter- 
rupted by  another  party.  The  pursuing  party  over- 
took and  charged  on  them.  Dickinson  the  loader, 
though  severely  wounded,  managed  to  escape.  John 
Kinsey  is  supposed  to  be  killed,  and  all  the  others 
are  wounded  and  take^  prisoners. 

A rumor  was  current  in  Vera  Crux  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  instant,  that  Gen.  Scott  had  entered  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  that  Gen.  Pillow  had  been  cap- 
tured by  (he  guerrilla  parties.  We  know  the  former 
report  to  be  false,  and  believe  the  latter  to  be.  Our 
Vera  Cruz  correspondent  puts  no  faith  in  either 
story. 

The  vomito  still  prevailed  at  Vera  Cruz.  The 
deaths  were  from  30  to  40,  of  these,  it  was  said,  full 
one  half  were  Americans,  including  not  only  sol- 
diers, but  also  laborers,  teamsters,  and  private  citi- 
zens; the  balance  were  Mexicans. 

Passengers  by  the  Alabama  say  that  Gen.  Pieree, 
with  a large  train  and  a column,  said  to  be  2000 
strong,  reinforcements  for  General  Scott,  would 
leave  Vera  Cruz  probably  about  ihe  sixth.  These 
troops  arrived  since  the  departure  of  the  last  column, 
under  General  Pillow,  and  embraced  nearly  all  the 
balance  belonging  to  the  ten  new  regiments,  and 
with  the  troops  ol  Generals  Pillow  and  Cadwal- 
lader, would  make  an  audition  to  General  Scott’s 
aroij  of  between  5 and  6000. 

‘'ARMT  OF  OCCUPATION.” 

A letter  received  at  Washington  from  an  ofiicer  in 
Gen.  Wool’s  division,  inserted  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, says:  " Saltillo,  June  12,  1847. 

“Our  troops  are  nearly  all  taken  ofl  this  line  and 
ordered  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  we  are  here  in  rather  a 
bad  fix.  Gen.  Valencia,  who  has  been  appointed 
to  the  supreme  command  of  the  Mexican  army,  is 
in  San  Luis  re-organizing  his  forces  for  another  cam- 
paign, while  we  are  doing  nothing,  and  can  do  no- 
tning,  owing  to  the  rawness  and  fewness  of  our 
troops.  We  hear  of  troops  arriving  alMatamoros 
and  Point  Isabel,  but  immediately  they  are  sent  for 
by  Gen.  Scott  and  we  are  lelt  alone.  We  hare  here 
about  fifteen  hundred  men,  alt  told;  one  regiment  of 
Mississippi,  one  battalion  of  Virginia,  and  one  com- 
pany ut  North  Carolina  below,  keeping  up  the  line 
of  communication.” 

Matamoros,  June  23,  1847. 
Gen.  Wool  is  at  Agua  Nueva  or  Saltillo,  with  on- 
ly about  four  hundred  men,  composed  of  several 
Iragmeuts  of  companies  of  artillery  and  dragoons. 
There  are  scarcely  any  volunteers  of  the  old  levy 
with  Gen.  Taylor.  He  has  with  him,  or  approach- 
ing Monterey,  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and 
Massachusetts  regiments,  and  perhaps  a few  hun- 
dred of  'I'exan  rangers  and  JVlississippians.  The 
united  loices  of  these  regiments  and  parts  of  regi- 
ments is  nut  more  than  2,5UU.  'I'here  are  at  Camar- 
gu,  Mier,  and  Heynusa  960  of  the  16th  inlantry, 
Colonel  J.  W.  I'lbbatts,  with  his  staff,  passed  up 
the  river  yesterday  morning.  Uf  this  regiment  125 


are  at  New  Orleans  awaiting  transpoitaUen*  legeUiar  jiuiiutti«&« 


with  400  nf  the  13th  infantry.  This  camp  is  formed 
of  the  10(h  infantry,  tlie  Nev,  Yoik  regi.nciit,  under 
Col,  Robert  E.  Temple,  841  rank  and  file,  and  about 
40d  of  the  3d  dragoons,  under  Col.  Butler.  They 
are  all  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier 
Gen.  Enos  D.  Hopping,  and  are  impatiently  await- 
ing orders  from  Gen.  Taylor  to  move  up  and  join 
him.  Major  Towler  Hamilton,  of  the  lOih,  is  daily 
expected  with  the  closing  detachment  of  that  regi- 
ment, which  will  complete  its  full  number  ol  1,100 
men.  The  whole  of  the  I3lh  will  probably  soon  be 
here,  as,  in  addition  to  the  four  companies  at  New 
Orleans,  two  others  have  sailed  from  Mobile.  Col. 
Hays  was,  two  weeks  since,  on  his  way  to  join  Gen. 
"Taylor  with  350  Texans,  three  months’  men,  raised 
under  Col.  Curtis’  requisition  for  3,000  men,  but  was 
met  with  an  order  to  turn  back,  as  the  general  had 
nouse  for  men  whose  terms  of  service  were  so  short. 
A recapitulation  of  the  above  details  will  show  that 
Gen.  Taylor  will  soon  have  at  his  disposal  4 or  500 
artillery  and  cavalry  of  the  old  regiments,  500  dra- 
goons, or  one  half  the  new  3d  regiment;  about  3,000 
effective  men  of  the  lUth,  13th,  and  16lh  regiments 
of  infantry;  and  2,500  volunteers,  including  several 
hundred  of  the  vbry  useful  though  nondescript  Tex- 
ans above  referred  to  us  rangers  and  scouts. 

The  Matamoros  Flag  of  the  30ih  publishes  a let- 
ter over  the  signature  of  W.  S.  W alker  “an  unknown 
correspondent,”  dated  Buena  Vista,  June  10,  which 
mentions  a report  having  arrived  that  morning  that  a 
scouting  party  from  General  Wool’s  command  had 
been  attacked  near  Incarnation,  and  all  but  one  man 
either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  He  further  states 
that  Gen.  Wool  seems  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and  is 
taking  every  precaution  to  prevent  a surprise.  Gen. 
Bravo  is  understood  to  be  concentrating  a large 
force  with  a view  to  making  a descent  upon  General 
Taylor’s  column  and  the  writer  is  apprehensive  that 
he  will  make  bis  appearance  before  a sufficient  force 
is  collected  at  Buena  Vista  to  repel  him.  The  num- 
ber of  troops  at  Buena  Vista  be  computes  at  fourteen 
hundred. 

Major  Dix,  who  left  Gen.  Wool’s  headquarters 
on  the  day  the  above  letter  was  despatched  thence, 
Slates  that  he  knew  nothing  to  corroborate  such  state- 
ments. They  are  not  credited. 

Texans. — Major  Ben.  McCulloch,  and  bis  compa- 
ny of  spirited  boys,  have  been  quartered  in  our  town 
for  several  days.  The  Major,  who  is  in  bad  health, 
left  foi  Camargo  yesterday.  They  enlisted  for  six 
months  and  if  not  received  will  return  home  and  dis- 
band. In  such  an  event  the  Major,  as  he  has  ever 
done,  will  bold  himself  in  readiness  for  any  further 
honorable  service  bis  government  may  require  of 
him. — Flag,  30lk  wit. 

The  troops  quartered  at  Matamoras,  about  1400 
in  number, ^were  to  have  been  reviewed  on  the  1st 
insl.,  by  Col.  Davenport,  the  commandant. 

From  the  Monterey  correspondent  of  the  Picayune. 

May  30. — “When  1 wrote  you  last,  we  were  all 
full  ol  the  expedition  to  San  Luis,  aud  active  prepa- 
rations were  making  for  a march  at  an  early  period, 
but  now  everything  is  knocked  in  the  head.  Gen. 
Scott  has  throw D a bomb  shell  into  this  division  of 
the  forces  which  will  utterly  preclude  the  possibility 
of  Gen.  Taylor’s  advaueing  fur  many  weeks,  and 
probably  will  put  an  end  to  the  expedition.  Seven 
of  the  ten  regiiuecls  have  received  orders  to  repair 
to  Vera  Cruz  and  join  Gen.  Scott,  which  complete- 
ly strips  Gen.  Taylor  of  the  troops  now  at  the  Bra- 
zes who  were  to  lorm  pan  of  bis  force,  and  leaves 
him  utterly  powerless.  It  seems  bard  indeed  that 
he  should  thus  be  stripped  lor  the  second  time,  and 
when  everything  was  in  readiness  to  advance;  but 
Gen.  Scott  is  determined  that  his  campaign  shall  bo 
brilliant  and  succcsslul,  and  makes  all  his  arrange- 
ments without  the  slightest  consideration  for  his  bro- 
ther general,  whose  plans  he  utterly  disregarcs. — 
It  would  be  utterly  useless  to  attempt  an  advance 
into  Ihe  interior  with  less  than  six  thousand  men, 
and  it  would  require  at  least  two  thousand  to  keep 
open  the  line  oi  coiumuoicalion  from  Saltillo  to  the 
Brazos. 

“if  this  last  order  is  complied  with,  as  it  must  be, 
of  course,  Gen.  I aylor’s  whole  force  will  consist  of 
the  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  N.  Carolina  and  Missis- 
sippi regiments,  6 companies  of  regular  artillery,  1 
regiment  of  dragoons,  1 regiment  ol  Texan  horse,  and 
say,  1 battalion  of  volunteer  cavalry,  compo;ed  of  fe- 
enlisted  volunteers.  I'nese  will  scarcely  number 
50U0,  all  told,  and  to  leave  garrison  forces  will  re- 
duce the  culuuiD  to  2(160.  With  this  lorce  it  would 
be  quixotic  to  attempt  to  move,  and  you  are  well 
aware  that  it  is  a matter  of  great  uncertainty  when 
a sufficient  number  of  troops  can  arrive  at  the  Bra- 
zos. I'hus  Gen.  'iaylur  is  prevented  from  biinging 
an  arduous,  hard-fought  campaign  to' a brilliant  ter- 
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The  2J  Mi^'i^nippi  reffiment  and  Capt.  Fairfax’s 
enmpany  of  Virginia  voliinteera  probably  entered 
Saltillo  Ihis  morning.  I passed  them  in  camp  about 
ten  miles  this  side  of  that  place  yesterday  afternoon, 
the  men  all  pretty  well  beat  out  by  the  march,  the 
road  being  a terribly  hard  and  rough  one.  Two 
eompanies  of  N.  Carolina  rolunteari,  and  one  of  Vir- 
ginia volunteers,  Capt.  Harper’s,  left  last  night  fur 
Saltillo,  and  the  2d  battalion  of  Virginians,  who  are 
expected  up  from  China  in  a few  days,  will  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  same  place.” 

Monterey,  Jane  1,  1847. — Although  we  cannot  ad- 
vance upon  San  Luis,  it  thought  there  may  be  some 
skirmishing  on  the  road  from  here  to  Camargo,  Ur- 
rea  havisg  again  plucked  up  courage,  become  tired 
of  masterly  inactivity,  and  being  now  at  the  head  of 
a largo  force  of  lancers.  It  had  been  reported  that 
he  was  at  Tula  but  the  report  was  not  credited; 
but  I was  yesterday  informed  at  headquarters  that 
positive  information  had  been  received  that  General 
Urrea  was  at  the  head  of  4,000  cavalry  Ihis  side  of 
Victoria.” 


THE  CHICAGO  CONVENTION. 

The  delegates  to  the  River  and  Harbour  Conven- 
tion assembled  on  the  Mh  inst.  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
under  a spacious  tent,  capable  it  is  said  of  accommo- 
dating 4,000  persons,  which  had  been  prepared  for 
the  occasion. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  the  requisite  organiza- 
tion, Mr.  Barton  of  Buffalo,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
A committee  was  chosen  to  nominate  officers,  and 
the  several  delegations  were  called  over:  Eighteen 
states  were  reported,  viz: 

Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  Fork, 
Pennsylvania,  Florida,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wiscon-^ 
sin,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  .Vlissouri,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Ohio. 

The  committee  recommended  the  following  offi. 
cers,  and  they  were  unanimously  elected. 

President— Edward  Bates,  of  Missouri. 

Vice  Presidents— John  A.  Brockway,  Ct.;  J.  G, 
Camp,  Pa.;  Thomas  B.  King,  Ga.;  E.  W.  L.  Ellis 
Ind.;  W.  Woodbridge,  Mich;  E.  Corning,  N.  Y.jL.’ 
Kirkpatrick,  N.  J.;  Gov.  Bebb,  Ohio;  A.  W.  Loomis 
Pa.;  H.  Hoppin,  R.  I.;  J.  H.  Tweddy,  Wisconsin, 
A.  W.  Watkins,  Mo.;  Judge  Williams,  Iowa;  Cnarles 
Hempstead,  111.;  M.  A.  Chandler,  Me.;  W.  P.  Eus- 
tis.  Mass.  ’ 

Secretaries— Schuyler  Colfax,  la.;  W.  E Edwards 
III.;  F.  U.  Fenno,  N.  Y.;  A.  B.  Chambers,  Mo.; 
Aaaron  Hobart,  Mass.;  David  Noble,  Mich.;  Peter 
iVlcAlartin,  N • J-j  N.  VV . OtiS|  Ohio,  Frederick  S. 
Lovell,  Wis.  H.  W.  Starr,  of  Iowa. 

A committee  on  resolutions  was  appointed. 

Letters  were  read  from  a number  of  distinguished 
individuals  in  reply  to  invitations  to  attend  the  con- 
vention, which  are  inserted. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio 
and  Horace  Greely,  of  New  York.  ' 

A report  was  presented  to  the  convention  on  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, drawn  up  by  Thomas  Allen,  Esq.  at  the 
request  of  the  St.  Louis  delegates.  R is  said  to  be 
a pamphlet  of  32  pages;  filled  with  facts,  of  which 
the  annexed  summary  will  afford  some  notion: 

In  1846  the  receipts  at  New  Orleans  from  the 
upper  country  amounted  to  77  millions  of  dollars— 
the  steamboats  engaged  in  the  trade  of  St  Louis  were 
251,  and  the  whole  number  on  the  western  rivers 
nearly  1100,  valued  at  16  millions  of  dollars,  to  which 
are  to  be  added  4000  keel  and  flat  boats.  The  annual 
cost  of  transportation  is  41  millions.  The  total 
value  of  the  domestic  products  put  afloat  upon  the 
waters  of  the  valley  is  260  millions;  and  the  value 
of  the  whole  commerce  afloat  is  430  millions,  being 
double  the  amount  of  the.  whole  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  number  of  steamboats 
lost  in  1842  was  68;  in  ld46  the  number  was  36.— 
The  annual  loss  of  lives  is  160.  The  snags  it  is  well 
known  have  caused  many  of  these  disasters.  But  to 
this  commerce  of  400  millions  the  government  does 
not  give  even  a snag  boat,  nor  “a  farthing  light  to 
designate  the  place  of  danger.”  Nothing  is  given 
for  this  commerce,  while  ihe  foreign  commerce  is 
protected  at  an  expense  of  9 or  10  millions  aunual- 

The  committee  reported  a series  of  fifteen  resolu- 
tions, declaratory  of  the  sentiments  of  the  convention. 
They  were  debated  at  some  length,  by  a number  of 
able  speakers;  and  were  with  very  slight  modification 
finally  unanimously  adopted,  as  was  also  an  additional 
resolution,  for  the  appointment  of  an  executive  com- 
mittee empowered  to  collect  and  transmit  to  con- 
gress kc.  statistical  facts  calculated  to  enforce  the 
views  of  the  convention. 

The  resolutions,  as  well  as  several  of  the  letters 
received  and  read  in  conventioo— anongst  others 


from  Henry  Clay,  Silas  Wright,  Daniel  Webster  &c. 
we  have  to  defer  to  our  next. 

Binghamton,  June  26,  1847. 

Gentlemen — lam  favored  with  yours  of  a late  dale, 
inviting  me  to  attend  a Northwestern  Harbor  and 
River  Convention,  to  be  a.ssembled  in  Chicago,  on 
the  1st  Monday  of  July  next,  without  distinction  of 
parly;  and  approving  as  I do  of  its  objects,  as  speci- 
fied, would  gladly  attend,  but  that  I am  prevented  by 
business  engagements.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
high  regard,  your,  &c.,  D.  S.  DICKINSON. 

To  Messrs.  N.  B.  Judd,  and  others,  committee. 

Albany,  June  22, 1847. 

Gent. — I regret  that  neither  in  compliance  with 
the  invitation  of  the  committee,  nor  as  one  of  the 
delegates  from  this  city,  shall  1 be  able  to  attend  the 
Harbor  and  River  Convention,  about  to  assemble  in 
your  city,  on  the  5th  July  next.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  myself  on  ‘.he  River  and  Harbor  bill  in  the 
29th  congress  is  the  best  assurance  1 can  give,  that 
I shall  not  look  with  indifference  on  the  proceedings 
of  that  convention.  That  no  appropriation  was 
made  by  the  last  congress,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Harbor  of  the  Lakes,  is,  you  are  aware,  no  fault 
of  mine.  Nor  can  I forbear  the  reflection,  that 
while  war,  (however  originating)  is  waged,  ostensi- 
bly to  obtain  indemnification  and  the  payment  of  a 
doutful  debt,  practically  1 fear,  to  extend  slave  ter- 
ritory, at  the  cost  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  money, 
and  thousands  of  lives,  unless  it  shall  soon  terminate; 
no  appropriations,  however  small,  could  be  obtained 
to  save  from  destruction  on  our  Lakes,  property 
worth  far  more- than  all  that  Mexico  ever  justly 
owned,  to  say  nothing  of  hundreds  of  lives  sacrificed 
every  year,  from  want  of  safe  and  accessible  har- 
bors, 1 remain,  very  tnily,  yours  &c. 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD. 

To  Messrs.  Joh.n  Wentworth,  Wm.  B.  Ogden,  and 
others,  committee,  &c. 

The  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay . 

Ashland,  24ih  May,  1847. 

Dear  Sir — I received  your  letter  accompanied  by 
the  circular  of  the  committee,  requesting  my  attend- 
ance at  the  Northwestern  Harbor  and  River  Conven- 
tion, proposed  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  on  the  1st  Mon- 
day in  July  next.  Cordially  concurring  in  what  is 
announced  to  be  the  object  of  the  convention,  1 
should  be  happy  to  assist  in  the  Accomplishment  of 
it,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  but  I regret  that  I cannot 
conveniently  attend  the  convention.  Wishing  that 
its  deliberations  may  be  conducted  in  a spirit  of 
harmony,  and  that  they  may  lead  to  good  practical 
result,'  1 am,  with  great  respect,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

E.  W.  Tract,  Esq.  H.  CLAY. 

Eg  President  Van  Buren’s  Letter. 

Lindenwald,  May  21st,  1847. 

My  Dear  Sir—- 1 thank  you  kindly  for  the  obliging 
terms  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  communi- 
cate to  mp  the  invitation  of  the  cummitlee  to  attend 
the  Northwestern  Harbor  and  River  Convention,  and 
beg  you  to  be  assured  that  you  do  me  justice  in  as- 
suming that  1 am  by  no  means  indifferent  to  its  ob- 
ject. Having  visited  most  parts  of  your  interesting 
country,  and  witnessed,  with  admiration  and  high 
hopes,  its  peculiar  capacities  for  improvement,  1 
cannot  but  wish  success  to  all  constitutional  efforts 
which  have  that  direction.  Regretting  that  it  will  not 
be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  request,  I beg 
you  to  make  mj  acknon  ledgements  to  the  committee 
for  this  proof  of  their  respect.  1 am,  very  respect- 
fully and  truly  yours,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

E.  W.  Tract,  Esq. 

Letter  from  Col.  Benton. 

St.  Louis,  June  20,  1847. 

To  Messrs.  WAYMANand  others — 

Gentlemen — In  my  brief  note  addressed  to  you  on 
my  return  from  Jefferson,  I expressed  the  gratifica- 
tion 1 shoold  have  felt  in  going  with  the  St.  Louis 
delegation  to  the  Chicago  convention,  and  made 
known  the  reason  which  would  prevent  me  from 
having  that  pleasure. 

The  lake  and  river  navigation  of  the  great  west, 
to  promote  which  the  convention  is  called,  very  early 
had  a share  of  roy  attention,  and  1 never  bad  a doubt 
of  the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  bringing  that 
navigation  witlnin  the  circle  of  internal  improvement 
by  the  federal  government,  when  the  object  to  be 
improved  should  be  one  of  general  and  national  im- 
purtance. 

The  junction  of  the  two  great  systems  of  waters, 
which  occupy  so  much  of  our  country — the  northern 
lakes  on  one  band,  and  the  Mississippi  river  and  its 
branches  on  the  other — appeared  to  me  to  be  an  ob- 
ject ot  that  character,  and  Chicago  the  proper  point 
lor  effecting  the  union;  and  nearly  thirty  years  ago 


1 wrote  and  published  articles  in  a St.  Louis  newst 
paper  in  favor  or  that  objeet,  indicated,  and,  almoi 
accomplished  by  nature  herself,  and  waiting  from 
man  bnt  little  to  complete  it:  Articles  in  the  St. 
Louis  Enquirer,  of  April,  1819,  express  the  opinions 
which  I then  entertained,  and  the  “report”  of  that 
period,  published  in  the  same  paper,  to  the  secretarj 
of  war,  by  Messrs.  Graham  and  Phillips,  in  favor  of 
that  canal,  (and  which  “report”  I wrote,)  was  pro- 
bably the  first  formal  communication  upon  authen- 
tic data,  in  favor  of  the  Chicago  canal.  These  gen- 
tlemen, with  Ma  John  C.  Sullivan,  of  .Missouri,  had 
been  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  run  a line 
from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. I proposed  to  them  to  examine  the  ground 
between  Chicago  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois 
river,  with  a view  to  the  construction  of  a canal  by 
the  federal  government.  They  did  so,  and  on  their 
return  to  St.  Louis,  submitted  all  their  observations 
to  me;  and  hence  the  publications  in  the  newspapers, 
and  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war.  I mention 
this  to  shew  that  my  opinions  on  this  subject  are  of 
long  standing;  and  that  the  nationality  of  the  Chicago 
canal,  and  of  course,  of  the  harbor  at  its  mouth,  are 
by  no  means  new  conceptions  wUh  me.  But  I must 
confess  that  I did  not  observe  then  what  I hare  sineo 
seen — the  falls  of  Niagara  surmounted  by  a ship 
canal;  and  a schooner  clearing  from  Chicago  for 
Liverpool. 

The  river  navigation  of  the  great  west  is  the  most 
wonderful  on  the  globe;  and  since  the  application  of 
steam  power  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels,  possessess 
the  essential  qualities  of  open  navigation.  Speed, 
distance,  cheapness,  magnitude  of  cargoes, are  all 
there,  and  without  the  perils  of  the  sea  from  storms 
and  enemies.  The  steamboat  is  the  ship  of  the  river 
and  finds  in  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  the 
amplest  theatre  for  the  diffusion  of  its  use,  and  the 
display  of  its  power.  Wonderful  river,  connected 
with  seas  by  the  head  and  by  the  mouth,  stretching 
its  arms  towards  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  lying  in 
a valley,  which  is  a valley  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  Hudson’s  Bay,  drawing  its  first  waters  not  from 
rugged  mountains,  but  from  the  plateau  of  the  lakes 
in  the  centre  of  the  continent,  and  in  communication 
with  the  sources  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  streams 
which  take  their  course  north  to  Hudson’s  Bay, 
draining  the  largest  extent  of  the  richest  land,  col- 
lecting the  products  of  every  clime,  even  the  frigid, 
to  bear  the  whole  to  a genial  market  in  the  sunny 
south,  and  there  to  meet  the  products  of  the  entire 
world.  Such  is  the  Mississippi!  And  who  can  cal- 
culate the  aggregate  of  its  advantages,  and  the  mag- 
nitude of  its  future  commercial  results. 

Many  years  ago,  the  late  Governor  Clark  and  ray- 
self  undertook  to  calculate  the  extent  of  the  boatable 
water  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  we  made  it 
about  50,000  miles!  of  which  30,000  were  computed 
to  unite  above  St.  Louis,  and  20,000  below.  Of 
course,  we  counted  all  the  infant  streams  on  which  a 
flat,  a keel,  or  a batteau  could  be  floated,  and  justly, 
for  every  tributary  of  the  humblest  boatable  charac- 
ter, helps  to  swell  not  only  the  volume  of  the  central 
waters,  but  of  the  commerce  upon  them.  Of  Ihii 
immense  extent  of  river  navigation,  all  combined  into 
one  system  of  waters,  St.  Louis  is  the  centre;  and  the 
entrepot  of  its  trade!  presenting  even  now,  in  its 
infancy,  an  astonishing  and  almost  incredible  amount 
of  commerce,  destined  to  increase  forever.  It  is  con- 
sidered an  inland  town.  Counting  by  time  and  money, 
the  true  commercial  measure  of  distances,  and  St. 
Louis  is  nearer  ta  the  sea  than  N Orleans  was  before 
the  steam  towboat  abridged  the  distance  between 
that  city  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  St.  Louis 
is  a seaport  as  well  as  an  inland  city,  and  is  a port  of 
delivery  by  law,  and  has  collected  $50,000  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports  during  the  current  year,  and  witb 
a liberal  custom  would  become  a great  entrepot  of 
foreign  as  well  as  of  domestic  commerce.  With  the 
attributes  and  characteristics  of  a seaport,  she  is  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  one,  as  fully  and  as  clearly  as 
New  York  or  New  Orleans. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  1 moved  in  the  senate, 
and  obtained  an  appropriation  for  a surrey  of  the 
rapids  of  the  upper  Mississippi;  it  was  probably  the 
first  appropriation  ever  obtained  for  the  improvement 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  river.  About  twenty  five 
years  ago,  1 moved,  and  succeeded  in  the  motion,  to 
include  the  Missouri  river  in  a bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  western  rivers — it  was  the  first  time  that  riv- 
er bad  been  so  included.  Thus,  on  the  important 
items  of  the  Chicago  canal,  the  rapids  of  the  upper 
Mississippi  and  the  Missouri  river,  1 was  among  the 
first  to  propose  to  include  them  within  the  circle  of 
internal  improvement  by  the  federal  government.  I 
have  always  been  a friend  of  that  system,  but  not  to 
its  abuses!  and  here  lies  the  difficulty,  and  the  danger, 
and  the  stumbling  block  to  its  suceeu.  Objects  of 
general  and  national  importance  caa  alone  claim  the 
aileotioQ  ot  the  federal  goveroment;  and  ia  favor  of 
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such  objecls,  1 believe  all  the  departments  of  the 
l^overnment  to  be  united.  Confined  to  them,  and  the 
Sbnstitution  can  reach  them,  and  the  treasury  sustain 
them.  Extended  to  local  or  sectional  objects,  and 
neither  the  constitution  nor  the  treasury  could  uphold 
them. 

National  objects  of  improvement  are  few  in  num- 
ber, definite  in  character,  and  manageable  by  the 
treasury;  local  and  sectional  objects  are  innumerable, 
asd  indefinite,  and  ruinous  to  the  treasury.  Near 
twenty  years  ago,  the  treasury  was  threatened  with 
a demand  for  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  for 
objects  of  internal  imyrovement,  then  applied  for, 
add  many  of  them  of  no  national  importance.  The 
enormity  of  the  sum  baulked  the  system;  and  so  it 
isust  be  again,  if  the  proper  discrimination  is  not 
kepi  up  between  local  and  national  subjects.  It  is  for 
congress  to  make  that  discrimination:  the  president 
cannot;  he  must  reject  or  approve  the  bill  as  a whole. 
Here,  then,  is  the  point  at  which  the  friends  of  the 
system,  in  congress,  must  exert  all  their  care  and 
Vigilance.  No  arbitrary  rule  oan  be  given  for  the 
admission  or  exclusion  of  proper  objecls,  but  really 
national  objects  admit  of  no  dispute;  and  confined  to 
them,  I apprehend  but  little  danger  of  losing  a bill, 
cither  from  executive  vetoes,  or  for  want  of  votes 

in  congress.  . .r, 

Very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fel- 
low ciLen,  " ^THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

Letter  from  Gen.  Cass. 

Detroit,  May  29, 1847. 

Dear  Sir:  I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
attention  in  transmitting  me  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  cenvention  on  internal  improvement,  which  will 
meet  in  Chicago  in  July.  Circumstances,  however, 
■will  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  be  present  at  that 
iim>  I am.  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  13(/i  July. 

POT  TOOK  OWN  SHOOLDERS  TO  THE  WHEEL. 

Citizens  of  Albany, Troy  and  New  York  have  de- 
termined to  collect  by  voluntary  subseriplion  the 
eum  of  $5,000,  to  be  raised /rom  those  directly  interested 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  some  obstructions  in 
the  Hudson  river  at  Cuyler’s  Bar,  Castletown  Bar, 
and  Coeymari's  Shoal.  The  Whig  Albany  Evening 
Journallremarks  with  much  bitterness,  “it  is  provo- 
king to  be  thus  compelled  to  efiect,  by  private  enter- 
prise, what  belongs  to  the  general  government  to 
accomplish.  But  for  the  reiterated  vetoes  of  those 
•whom  the  people  have  unfortunately  elected  to  the 
presidency,  none  of  these  obstructions  would  now 
exist.”  We  retort,  that  it  would  be  not  only  “pro- 
Tdking,”  but  iniquitously  oppressive  upon  the  people 
of  Virginia  and  Alabama,  for  instance,  to  lax  them 
fdr  the  purpose  of  eflecling  improvements  in  the 
Hudson  river,  which  are  about  to  be  so  much  better 
executed  by  private  enterprise,  and  by  those  direct- 
ly interested.  The  fact  cited  by  the  friends  of  na- 
tional improvements  is  the  strongest  argument  against 
these  wild  unjtisl  schemes. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  were  much  amused  with 
aquarrel  which  recently  look  place  :n  the  Chicago 
city  council  as  to  the  proper  sum  to  be  appropriated 
for  receiving  and  entertaining  the  mammoth  conven- 
tion that  assembled  in  that  city  on  the  5th  July.  If 
8 half  dozen  men  could  not  agree  upon  an  appropri- 
ation so  limited  in  its  operations,  how  is  it  possible 
for  thousands  collected  trom  every  quarter  and  grab- 
bling at  Ibe  public  funds  for  their  local  and  sectional 
improvements,  to  agree  upon  any  system  without 
bankrupting  the  Union?  We  distrust  this  convention 
and  its  getters  up.  We  fear  that  whig  politics  may 
be  at  the  bottom  of  it— and  we  are  glad  to  see  that 
western  democrats  are  beginning  to  suspect  in  the 
movement  a whig  presidential  scheme.  For  our- 
selves, we  reprobate  the  whole  affair,  and  will  have 
none  of  it. 


1,  Congregational  2,  Methodist  Episcopal  12,  Protestant 
Methodist  2,  Wesleyan  Methodist  2,  Methodist  Church 
South  1,  Baptist,  ri-gular  6,  Disciples  Campbellites  5, 
Unitarian  1,  Universallst  I,  Restorationist  1,  Christian  1. 
Bethel,  Boatsmen  1,  German  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
8,  English  do.  do.  2,  United  Brethren  1,  Welsh  Calvin- 
ist 1,  Welsh  Congreaationalist  1,  Friends  2,  New  Jem- 
.Salem  1,  Jew’s  Synagogues  2,  Second  Advent  1. 

[Cist's  Adv. 

Trinity  Church.  One  amhoriiy  says,  the  whole  cost 
of  the  Trinity  Church,  in  New  York,  exclusive  of  ihe 
ground,  was  $1,3,58,630.  The  New  York  correspon- 
dent of  ihe  Union,  says:  “The  entire  cost  of  the  grand 
new  Trinity  church,  which  revives  among  us  the  Gothic 
architecture  of  the  middle  ages,  is  but  $358,630,  as  ap 
pears  by  the  published  statement  of  its  rector,  Rev.  Dr. 
Berrien.  Of  this  sum  $11,252  were  paid  for  the  mag- 
nificent organ,  and  $4,344  for  the  clock." 

The  Jews.  Letters  from  Rome  state  that  Pope  has 
appointed  a commission  composed  of  the  highest  ec- 
clesiastics and  most  noble  laics,  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  .Tews. 

The  Journal  des  Debats  publishes  a letter  dated  Ko- 
nigsberg,  the  16ih  ult.,  which  states  that  700  Jews  of 
that  city  had  agreed  to  transfer  the  celebration  of  their 
Sabbath  from  Saturday  to  Sunday.  This  measure  is 
regarded  as  a ,'emarkable  proof  of  the  tendency  felt  by 
the  Jews  to  assimilate  themselves  to  Christians  in  reli- 
gious practices. 

We  entertained  some  doubts  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  above  account  when  it  reached  us, — but  all  doubt 
was  removed  by  learning  by  the  last  steamer,  that  the 
measure  thus  proposed  by  the  Israelites,  has  been  inter- 
dicted by  the  Prussian  authorities. 

The  Israelites  are  very  numerous  in  Paris,  and  wield 
great  power.  Marshal  Soult  presides  at  the  council  of 
ministers,  Baron  Rothschild  rules  the  exchanges,  M, 
Cremeux  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  leaders  of  the  bar, 
Achille  Fould  is  the  rhirror  of  fashion  and  oracle  at  the 
jockey  club,  Halevy  composes  exquisite  music — in  short, 
Paris  is  justly  styled  the  Jerusalem  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

The  Pope.  At  a late  meeting  in  London,  of  the  Wes- 
leyan Missionary  Society,  Rev.  M.  Boucher,  of  Paris, 
formerly  a Roman  Catholic,  remarked  thus;  “He  doubt- 
ed that  the  present  Pope  is  so  good  a man  as  was  ima- 
gined. He  anathematized  all  Protestant  societies. — 
German,  French,  and  English  are  the  three  great  lan- 
guages of  civilization.  The  Pope  has  lost  the  English; 
he  has  also  lost  the  better  half  of  the  German;  and  if  he 
had  lost  the  French,  there  would  he  an  end  of  him 
soon.”  Sir  CuIling^Smith  arose  here,  and  said:  “He 
was  deeply  interested  in  this  speech.  Public  men  were 
in  great  delusion  about  the  present  Pope.  He  is  now  a 
tool  of  the  Jesuits,  finding  himself  unable  to  carry  out 
his  liberal  policy.’’ 

Greek  church.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Baird,  in  his  lecture 
in  Springfield,  Inst  week,  mentioned  , a singular  fact 
concerning  the  Greek  church,  viz:  that  the  priests  arfe  re- 
quired to  be  married  men,  and  whenever  a wife  dies, 
the  priestly  office  of  the  husband  ceases  until  he  is  mar- 
ried again.  Thev  claiin  authority  for  this  in  the  Scrip- 
ture, which  reads,  “A  bishop  must  be  blameless,  the 
husband  of  one  wife.”  In  the  Armenian  church  this 
rule  is  extended  so  as  to  require  that  a priest  shall  also 
be  the  father  of  one  child. 


CHURCH  CHRONICLES. 


Churches  IN  New  YdRK  city,  1847- 


Baptist 
Congregational 
Dutch  Reformed 
Friends 
Jewish 
Lutheran 

Methodist  Episcopal 
Methodist  Protestant 
Presbyterian 


26  Associate  Presbyterian 
7 Asso.  Reform  “ 

15  Reformed  “ 

4 Protestant  Episcopal 
9 Roman  Catholic 
3 Unitarian 
31  Universalist 
1 Welch 
33  Miscellatieous 


Churches  is  Ciscinnati.  In  1840  we  had  forty-three 
lipuees  of  worship  in  Gihcitlhati.  These  liave^  become 

increased  in  number  to  seventy. six,  of  which  six  are  in 
various  stages  of  progress  towards  erection  and  finish. 
They  may  be  divided  as  follows:  Roman  Catholic  8, 
Episcopal  5,  Presbyterian,  O,  6,  4,  Presbyterian,  N,  S, 
3,  Presbyterian  Ass’d  Refornied  I,  Presbyterian  Reform 


The  Catholic  church.  A correspondent  informs  us 
that  Mr.  Newman  has  received  instructions  from  the 
Pope  to  undertake  a new  English  translation  of  the  Vul- 
gate, in  which  the  fidelity  ot  the  Uouay  version  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  is  to  be  preserved  with  more  regard  to 
propriety  and  elegance  of  expression. 

[Morning  Post. 

We  find  in  a Paris  paper  called  I' Ami  de  la  Religion, 
a statement  of  the  donations  that  were  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  and  disbursed  during  the  year  1846, 
for  the  dissemination  of  the  religious  views  of  the  Ro- 
man church.  The  receipts  were  not  quite  so  large  as 
during  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  accounted  for  by  the 
embarrassments  which  have  been  experienced  in  many 
of  the  countries  of  Europe. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  are  stated  in  francs 
which  we  have  reduced  to  dollars,  as  follows: 

Receipts.  France  $284,361i;Germany  $10,388;  North 
America  $15,722;  South  America  $1,870;  Belgium  $32,- 
625 ; Great  Britain  $37,499;  Slates  of  the  church  $19,- 
156;  Spain  $4,028;  Greece  $300;  Ionian  Isles  $192;  Le- 
vant $635;  Lombardy  $8,418;  Lucca  $1,870;  Malta  $2, 
318;  Modena  $3,519;  Parma  $2,806;  The.  Low  Coun- 
tries $17,450;  Portugal  $4,680;  Prussia  $39,089;  Sardi- 
nian States  $46,770;  Two  Sicilies  $17,390;  Switzerland 
$7,109;  Tuscany  $8,605;  various  districts  of  Italy  $2,- 
806;  from  countries  in  the  north  of  Europe  $69. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  1846,  $668,986.  Balance 
on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  $57,849.-- 
Total  means  for  1846,  $726,805. 

Disbursements.  Missions  in  Europe  $120,447;  mis- 
sions in  Asia  $205,666;  missions  in  Africa  $68,811;  mis- 
sions in  America  $190,541;  missions  in  Oceanea  $81,- 
040.  Expenses  for  printing  and  publications  842,093. — 
Incidental'  expenses  $780. 

Total  disbursements  for  1846,  $726,300. 

Catholics.  According  to  a table  compiled  for  the  N. 
York  Observer,  the  Austrian  Leopold  Society  at  Vienna 
have,  in  the  last  fifteen  years  and  a half,  expended  two 


hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars  towards  propa- 
gating the  Roman  Catholic  tai'h  in  Canada  and  the  U. 
States. 

Prizes  were  recently:  offered  by  the  P'rench  govern- 
ment for  the  composition  of  religious  and  moral  songs, 
and  no  fewer  than  1,700  competitors  entered  the  list. 

A beautiful  picture  of  the  Virgin  Mary  arrived  lately 
in  this  city;  a present,  we  understana,  from  the  King  of 
France  to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Chace,  of  Natchez. — 

It  is  an  exquisite  work  of  art,  a masterpiece,  such  as  ja 
seldom  seen  in  this  country.  It  is  full  size,  and  those 
who  have  beheld  it  speak  of  it  in  the  highest  terms  of 
admiration.  [Natchez  Courier. 

Theological  students  in  Germany.  For  the  last 
three  years,  the  number  of  students  of  theology  at  Ber- 
lin has  considerably  diminished.  In  1844,  the  number 
amounted  to  643,  and  now  there  is  247.  In  all  the  Ger- 
man Universities,  the  number  of  theological  students,  of 
late  years,  have  very  much  fallen  off,  but  not  in  so  great 
proportion. 

By  a late  ordinance  of  the  King  of  Bavaria,  females 
are  prohibited  from  pronouncing  any  monastic  vow  un- 
til having  passed  their  33d  year. 

Female  agents.  It  was  stated  at  an  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Ladies’  Bible  Association  in  England, 
that  a calculation  had  been  made  at  Birmingham  re- 
specting the  proportionate  value  of  the  services  of  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies,  as  collectors  for  charitable  and  refi- 
gious  pruposes,  and  it  was  found  that  one  lady  was 
worth  thirteen  gentlemen  and  a half. 

Financeering  About  twenty-four  thousand  dollars 
was  contributed,  last  year,  to  the  cause  of  missions,  in 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s  donations,  by  the  children 
of  the  English  Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Sons  of  preachers.  The  late  George  Hollaway,  of 
South  Carolina,  has  left  $20,000  to  Cokesbury  Semina- 
ry, ot  the  South  Carolina  conference,  for  the  education 
of  the  sons  of  deceased  Methodist  preachers. 

The  Memphis,  Tenn.  annual  conference  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  church,  a conference  having  much 
new  territory  under  its  jurisdiction,  reported  at  its' late 
session  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars collected  for  missionary  operations,  in  cash,  with 
about  two  thousand  dollars  additional  due  on  notei  and 
pledges. 

American  board  of  missions.  The  amount  of  lega- 
cies and  donations  acknowledged  in  the  Missionary 
Herald  for  July,  is  $29,678  52.  Total  from  August  1st 
to  May  31sl,  $174,809  45. 

Henry  Clay’s  baptism,  ft  appears  that  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  Baptist  Banner  was  strangely  in  error  in 
saying  that  Mr.  Clay  required  to  be,  and  was,  immersed 
in  performitig  the  ceremony  of  baptism.  The  Episco- 
pal Recorder  of  the  lOih  contains  a letrer  from  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  eiving  a full  account  of  the  baptism  which  took 
place  in  Mr.  Clay’s  little  parlour  at  Ashland,  on  the  22d 
June,  of  Mr.  Clay,  one  of  his  daughters-in-law,  and  four 
of  her  children.  The  Episcopal  church  was  undergo- 
ing repairs,  which  prevented  the  ceremony  from  being 
performed  there-  On  the  third  Sunday  in  July  the  ce- 
remony of  confirmation  is  to  be  performed  there  by  the 
bishop. 


Instruction  of  the  colored  population.  A meeting 
was  held  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  on  Sunday 
last,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  made  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a church  for  the  religious  instruction  of  a portion 
of  the  colored  population  of  this  city.  The  Rev.  John 
B.  Adger  has  offered  to  devote  himself  gratuitously  to 
this  work. 

We  believe  a similar  measure  was  adopted  at  tho  last 
Protestant  Episcopal  Convention,  and  the  Rev.  Paul 
Trapier  appointed  or  spoke  of  as  the  intended  pastor  of 
the  church. 

One  of  the  thousand  and  one  charges  made  against 
the  south  by  the  abolitionists  is  that  we  keep  a know- 
ledge of  the  word  of  Gord  from  our  slaves.  It  has  about 
aa  much  truth  in  it,  as  anything  else  that  the  disciples 
of  Tappan  and  Garrison  have  ever  said. 

f Charleston  Southern  Patriot, 

India.  It  is  stated  that  the  Suttee,  or  burning  of  wi- 
dows on  the  funeral  pile  of  their  husbands,  and  infanti- 
cide, have  been  prehibited  in  two  of  the  provinces. 

From  a recent  report  of  the  missionaries  at  the  Ame- 
rican Baptist  Board,  in  Arracan,  (India,)  it  appears  that 
twenty-nine  churches  named  in  the  report,  have  now 
3,240  members,  and  1,427  candidates  lor  baptism. 

China  and  Java.  A letter  in  the  Diario  di  Rome, 
from  a Catholic  inhabitant  of  Java,  dated  December  1, 
1846,  states  that  the  Sultan  of  the  island  of  Bauka  had 
demanded  the  rites  of  baptism  for  himself  and  all  his 
family,  from  the  Catholic  priest  at  Singapore.  He  of- 
fered to  build  a church  at  his  own  expense  in  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  Bauka.  The  example  of  the  Sultan  would 
probably  be  followed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bauka.  and 
of  the  adjacent  island  of  Bissiton.  The  population  of 
the  two  is  abetit '60,01)0,  most  of  them  ChineBc. 
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Filskihs  to  Mecca-  Out  of  60.000  persons  who  made 
the  last  pilgrimage  to  Meceo,  no  fewer  than  20,000  died 
of  the  cnolera. 

Shall  there  be  funerals  on  the  SabbathT  A dis- 
tinguished clergyman  ot  Pitisburg,  proposes  this  ques- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  religious  public.  It  was 
to  have  been  discussed  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  that  day. 

When  that  question  is  decided,  we  suppose  the  next 
that  will  be  proposed,  will  be,  whether  there  shall  be 
any  deaths  on  Saturday. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


From  the  iVeio  York  Evening  Poet. 

COMMERCE  or  THE  FORT  OF  NEW  TORE. 
Imports. 

In  June.  1847.  In  June.  1B46. 
Free  goods  401,363  1,239,006 

Dutiable  5.689,109  4,605,527 

Specie  647,813  29,122 


96,638.280 
794,626 
Duties  received. 

1,444.771  June  1846 


Increase 
June,  1847 

Six  months  previous  9,316,864 

$10,760,625 

Exports. 

June.  1847. 

Domestic  merchandize  6,810,203 

Foreign  “ 

Specie  134,330 

7,256,280 
43,366,366 


$6,873,656 

1,462,098 

9,080,202 


Six  months  previous 


10,542,300 

June,  1846. 
3,746,687 
321,662 


4,067,249 

14,739,392 


$18,806,641 


$40,622,666 
Increase  21,816,0^ 

Comparison  of  the  old  and  new  tariffs  for  seven  months. 
The  imports  for  seven  months  commencing  with  the  1st 
of  December  last,  upon  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff, 
•re  ae  follows: 

Imports. 

1846-7.  1846-6, 

6,476.655  4,076,672 

6,068.999  6,241,616 

7.409,639  4,749,637 

8,177,141  9,812.494 

13,723,526  6,440,815 

7.933,711  6,488,397 

6,638,284  6,873,666 


December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Jans 


Increase 


$41,682,679 


$50,427,969 
8,846,330 

The  rmports  were  made  up  of  Dutiable  goods,  free 
goods,  and  specie,  in  the  following  proportions: 
Dutiable. 


December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


1846-7. 

1846-6. 

4,279.813 

3,499,991 

3,499,682 

4,842,884 

6,889,337 

4,177,962 

6,060.746 

8,657,803 

8,339,429 

4 106,3^ 

5,858.261 

4,160,300 

6,689,109 

4,606,527 

$41,626,427 

$36,989,840 

Specie. 

Dee. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 


1846-7. 

637,496 

478,443 

285,128 

786.937 


April  1,987,033 
May  738,753 
June  401,353 


1846-6. 

1846-7. 

1845-6. 

528,186 

61,346 

78,396 

376,905 

90,874 

21,726 

474,360 

1,236,122 

96,779 

1,092,476 

1,329,458 

62.226 

2,228,878 

2,397,054 

106,644 

1,300,761 

1,326,697 

27,286 

1,239,006 

647,813 

29,122 

$7,270,561 

7,973,374 

$422,148 

1846-5. 

$33,989,840 

422,178 

7,270,561 


$6,215,148  , 

Aggregate  for  seven  months. 

1846-7. 

Dutiable 

Specie  7,978,3/4 

Free  6,216,148 

Total  65,819,949  51.682,579 

Duties  received  10,760,626  10,642,300 

Increase  of  dutiable  goods  in  1845-7  5,636,687 

Decrease  of  free  goods  1,055,413 

Increase  of  specie  7,656,226 

Increase  of  duties  received  , 218,326 

The  irnports  now  in  the  warehouse  are  not  included 
above.  The  statement  is  prepared  quarterly.  That  for 
the  second  quarter,  which  has  just  expired,  will  not  be 
complete  for  some  days.  The  estimate  for  that  quarter, 
however,  will  vary  but  in  a trifling  degree  from  the  ac- 

tual  February,  and  March. 

1,398,629  Duties  payable  426,923 
“ withdrawn  830,865  “ paid  240,018 


Total  imports  for  seven  months  56,419,949 

Total  increase  of  dutiable  merchandise  under 
new  lawr  6,236,587 

Total  duties  received  and  due  for  • 
months 

Increase  of  duties  under  new  law 
Exports. 

The  operation  of  new  tariff  compared 
period  of  the  old  tariff: 

1846-7. 

December  4,465,521 

January  3,192,406 

February  3.468,009 

March  4.146,896 

April  3,933,674 

May  4,169,864 

June  7,265,290 


In  store  end  qr.  $667,964  Due  end  of  qr.  186,905 
tiecond  quarter — April,  May,  and  June. 

Mercb.  ware- 
housed 1,500,000  Duties  payable  620,000 

**  withdrawn  900,000  **  paid  300,009 

la  Store  at  end  qr.  600,000  Due  at  cod  qr.  220,000 


10.980,626 

438,326 

with  the  same 

1845.6. 

2,796,314 

2,122,606 

1,572.546 

1,909,698 

2.828,880 

3,114,469 

8,062,249 

18,806,644 


Total  30,623,668 

Increase  . . 

The  exports  consisted  of  domestic  merchandise,  fo- 
reign merchandise,  and  specie,  and  were  respectively  as 
follows: 

Specie. 

1846-7.  1845-6. 

December  00,000  133.786 

January  71,728  21,762 

February  4,000  126,700 

March  243,886  267.781 

April  73,568  619.599 

JJay  158,000  291,040 

June  134,330  000,000 


Total 


December 

January 

February 

March 

^ril 

Miay 

June 


686,601 

Domestic  merchandise. 

1846-7. 
4,211,300 
3,043,652 
3,384,733 
3,768,674 
3.737,018 
3,673,393 
6.3 10.203 


Total  28,628,773 

Foreign  merchandize, 
i Free  65,876 


1,340,668 

1846-6. 
2,616.731 
1,939.412 
1,673,342 
1,463  629 
1,990,736 
2,629,096 
3,746,687 

16.858,535 


December,  | Amiable  188|346 
' Free  26,273 

Dutiable  49.073 
- . , Free  16,579 

February,  )i)u,iabl8  63,695 

Free  51,366 

^ Dutiable  83,082 
i Free  46,713 

i Dutiable  77,385 
{Free  97.711 

) Dutiable  230,760 
4 Free  188,399 
I Dutiable  123,358 


January, 


March 

April 

May 

June 


Total  free 
“ dutiable 


480,706 

716,680 


hree 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Free 
Dutiable 
Total  free 
“ duti.  1 


43,822 

101,973 

36,857 

124.676 

62.248 

120,356 

66,216 

122,072 

114,927 

196,518 

85,850 

208,662 

93,068 

223,504 

449,166 

,096,659 


New  Orleans 
Mobile 
Florida 
Texas 
Georgia 
South  Carolina 
North  Carolina 
Virginia 


And  at  Macon,  (Ga.) 
Augusta  and  Hamburg 
Philadelphia 
New  York 


4,233 

23,635 

6,602 

104,016 


Bales. 

147,763 

76,449 

17,825 

820 

17,836 

43,493 

650 

450 

303,686 


138,486 

442,172 

250,000 


Total  $1,196,686  Total  $1,545,716 

Increase  of  comtrerce  in  seven  months,  under  the 
new  low,  at  this  port:  naa 

Exports 

Imports  14,837,470 


Total 


$36,663,395 


From  the  Palmetto  State  Banner. 

Cotton  prospects.  ]\Ir.  Editor ! This  subject  is  one 
that  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  most  of  your  rea- 
ders. Indeed  it  is  one  in  which  all  branches  of  trade 
are  more  or  less  interested.  To  the  producer  and  dea- 
ler in  it,  it  must  be  peculiarly  so.  The  future  course  of 
prices  depends  mainly  on  the  supply  and  demand.  1 he 
annexed  data  will  show  the  former,  the  latter  depend- 
ing more  or  less  on  conjecture.  / .u  it  <a,  . . 

The  receipts  of  cotton  at  the  ports  of  the  U.  btatesto 
the  latest  dates,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 
year  to  the  same  period,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1846-7.  1845-6. 

695,519  1,026,898 

322,169  419,741 

124,664  133,268 

8,044 

223,236  164,038 

7,667  10,317 

326,836  216,709 

13,553  19,281 

6,U38  9,094 

10,570  11,960 


New  Orleans 

Mobile 

Florida 

Texas 

Georgia 

Do.  Sea  Island 
South  Carolina 

Do.  Sea  Island 
North  Carolina 
Virginia 


Of  this,  there  will  be  required  for  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturers 

Left  for  foreign  export 

One  quarter  will  go  to  France  and  the  conti- 
nent 


Left  for  export  to  Liverpool 
It  can  thus  be  seen  that,  unaided  by  the  growing  crop, 
144,129  bales  is  all  that  can  go  from  the  United  Slates 
to  Liverpool,  to  the  1st  January,  1848,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  what  little  may  be  behind  in  the  country,  which 
is  admitted  by  all  to  be  next  thing  to  none. 

Another  inquiry  naturally  presents  itself  What  will  be 
the  probable  slock  in  Liverpool  on  the  1st  January,  18487 
The  following  may  approximate  it: 

Stock  on  hand  there  at  the  latest  dates  506,000 

To  be  received  from  the  U.  S.  (from  old  and 
new  crops)  250,000 

To  be  received  from  other  sources  125,000 


880,000 


1,737,740  2,010,286 

Showing  a deficiency  to  this  time  of  272,546  bales. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  tables,  that  the  den. 
ciency  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Florida,  is  436,646 
bales.  The  bales  at  these  ports  are  about  j heavier  than 
those  of  the  Atlantic  ports.  By  adding  109.136  to  the 
above  272.646,  you  have  a deficiency  in  the  receipts 
equal  to  381,682  bales.  This  deficiency  must  increase, 
to  the  end  of  the  season,  and  on  the  first  of  September 
next,  cannot  be  less  than  400,000  bates.  This  talxen 
from  the  Iasi  crop,  leaves  1,700,000  bales  for  the  crop  of 
1846  and  1847.  . , 

A natural  inquiry  arises,  what  portion  w thia  yet  re- 
mains in  the  United  States?  Af  lb  lM*»t  there 
were,  «t 


At  the  present  reduced  scale  of 
“short  time”  operations,  (20,- 
000  bales  per  week,)  there 
will  be  required  for  consump- 
tion the  next  6 months  500,000 

Taken  by  exporters  and  for- 
warded into  the  country  un- 
sold 200,000  700,000 

Probable  stock  in  Liverpool  1st  Jan.,  1848  180,000 

But  should  the  tightness  in  money  matters,  which  hss 
characterized  the  past  six  months  in  England,  cease  to 
prevail  for  the  next,  and  the  pestilence  and  threatened 
famine  to  the  millions  in  Europe  disappear,  and  a bet- 
ter demand  and  better  prices  rule  for  manufacturers,  a 
return  to  the  working  of  “usual  time”  would  follow. — 
This  would  require  10,000  bales  per  week  more,  mak- 
ing the  consumption  for  the  next  six  months  760,000, 
instead  of  500,000,  thus  exhausting ' the  entire  stock, 
and  leaving  in  Liverpool  on  the  1st  of  January,  1848, 
not  one  bale. 

The  picture  will  be  very  difficult,  however,  should  a 
different  state  of  things  exist  in  England.  In  no  event 
though  can  the  stock  of  cotton  in  Liverpool  on  the  1st 
January  next  be  peculiarly  distressing,  except  on  ac- 
count of  its  shortness. 

The  American  crop  of  cotton  for  1844-6 
was  over  2,400,000 

The  American  crop  of  cotton  for  1845-6 
was  over  2,100,000 

In  bales  of  average  weight  it  cannot  ex- 
ceed for  1846-7  1,700,000 

The  entire  stock  of  cotton  in  Liverpool, 

1st  January,  1846,  was  1,000,000 

The  entire  stock  of  cotton  in  Liverpool, 

1st  January,  1847,  was  800,000 

What  will  it  be  on  the  1st  January,  1848? 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  exports  from  the  U. 
Stales  to  foreign  ports  are  short,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  dates  of  last  year,  at  follows,  viz: 

To  Great  Britain  252,857  bales 

To  France  114,978  bales 

Other  foreign  ports  22,196  bales 

Making  a total  of  390,031  bales 

In  regard  to  the  growing  crop,  it  is  altogether  too 
early  in  the  season  to  form  any  thing  like  a correct  es- 
timate of  the  probable  yield,  so  much  depending  on  the 
after  months.  One  thing  is  certain,  it  had  a bad  siaru 
The  spring  was  cold,  and  vegetation  of  every  kind 

backwardj  and  cold  rains  have  prevailed  in  many  sec- 

tions, even  in  midsummer.  So  that  however  favorable 
and  propitious  to  the  plant  the  remainder  of  the  season 
may  prove,  the  yield  cannot  be  so  great  as  it  would  have 
been,  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  bad  had  a favorable  and 
propitious  spring.  The  crop  may  be  a fair  average  one — 
It  cannot  be  superabundant.  Q, 

THE  riNANClAL  CRISIS  IN  OREAT  BRITAIN, 

By  Lord  Aebburlon, 

The  distinguished  position  held  by  Lord  Aihburloa 
during  the  last  half  century  in  the  commercial  world, 
renders  a pamphlet  from  his  pen  upaii  the  subject  of  the 
present  monetary  difficulties  une  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest.  Few  men  possess  a larger  share  of  intuitive 
aagseity  than  Lord  Ashburtor;  and  his  opinions  on  com- 
mercial questions,  founded  on  long  and  varied  experi- 
ance/  are  entitled  to  great  respect.  The  brochure  before 
us  is  entirely  free  from  dogmatical  aisumpiions.  Hisl/>rd- 
ship,  when  reasoning  dispassionately  upon  the  working 
of  the  bank  charter  act  of  1844,  which  he  persists  in 
contending  was  based  upon  eironeoiu  principlea,  wiU 
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receive  the  attention  which  hie  high  authority  on  such 
questions  must  universally  command.  His  lordship 
says; 

“My  object  in  appearing  before  the  public  is  to  endea- 
vor to  maintain,  with  as  tew  words  as  the  case  will  per- 
mit, the  opinion  I gave  when  the  charier  act  was  before 
the  house  of  lords,  that  the  expeciations  entcriained  of 
this  infallible  Banncea  we.  e urifounded — ihat  it  would 
only  work  in  fair  weather,  when  resirictions  of  all  sorts 
are  inoperative  and  immaterial — that  it  could  not  fail  to 
break  down  under  the  drst  difficuhy— and  that  it  is  in 
fact  a serious  aggravation,  if  not  indeed  the  actual  cause 
of  the  distress  we  now  experience. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  these  embarrassments  are 
too  notorious  for  it  to  be  necessary  to  dwell  upon  them 
at  any  length  A very  short  time  ago  the  interest  of 
money,  was  at  2j  and  3 per  cent.  Every  body  found  it 
difficult  to  employ  their  capita);  now  nobody  can  obtain 
it  for  the  best  security  under  8 10,  or  even  12  per  cent. 
The  stagnation  of  the  most  legilininte  trade  is  complete; 
the  manufacturer  stops  his  works;  the  minister  is  obliged 
to  double  the  interest  of  his  exchequer-bills,  and  is  still 
at  a loss  to  give  even  a decent  appearance  to  public  cre- 
dit; while  Mr.  Brown,  a merchant  of  the  first  credit  and 
character,  representing  South  Lancashire,  tells  ihe  house 
of  commons  “that  the  alarm  and  want  of  confidence 
were  such  that  orders  for  human  food  to  the  United 
States  .and  other  couniries  were  in  many  cases  counier- 
manded,  prudent  houses  not  chousing  to  risk  their  cre- 
dit by  being  drawn  upon,  until  they  should  see  what 
steps  government  might  la  lie  to  restore  the  healthy  action 
of  trade.’’  On  the  other  hand,  orders  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  cannot  be  executed,  by  which  we 
were  to  be  enabled  to  pay  for  this  food,  because  the  en- 
tire stagnation  of  ihe  circulation  prevented  tlie  ordinary 
operations  of  credit  by  which  alone  such  transactions 
can  be  conducted.  There  is  no  class  in  a country, 
where  the  machinery  of  its  economy  is  so  complicated, 
who  do  not  suffer  under  this  strange  stale  of  things, 
from  the  richest  capitalist  to  the  poor  mechanic  who 
lives  by  his  daily  labor;  but  ray  object  is.  not  to  describe 
its  fatal  consequences  if  suffered  to  continue,  which  are 
sufficiently  obvious,  but  to  call  public  attention  to  the 
causes  which  have  brought  it  about,  that  we  may  en- 
deavor to  avoid  the  repel itioit  of  such  a calamity. 

His  lordsltip  then  proceeds  at  great  length  to  analpe 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  panic  of  1825,  contrasting 
the  details  of  that  event  with  the  difficulties  of  the  pre- 
sent period,  which  he  describes  in  the  following  terms: 
Let  us  shortly  examine  the  unfortunate  symptoms 
which  we  now  witness  when,  with  a sound  state  of  trade 
and  £10,000,000  of  specie  in  the  bank,  our  monetary 
diitress  is  greater  than  when  in  1325  the  coffers  of  the 
bank  were  empty,  and  a large  portion  of  merchants  ru- 
ined by  mad  speculation.  The  treasure  of  the  bank 
had  stood  for  a long  time  at  about  £15,000,000  in  round 
numbers;  the  amount  of  this  treasure  was  considered  a 
burthen  to  them,  imposing  a useless  waste  of  interest. — 
It  was  a subject  of  complaint,  and  for  a long  time  the 
directors  would  have  been  much  obliged  to  anybody 
who  would  have  taken  four  or  five  millions  off  their 
hands.  The  want  of  food  then  occurred,  and,  com- 
bined with  the  increased  price  of  cotton,  overbalanced 
the  amount  of  our  exports,  and  required  a part  payment 
in  bullion.  The  natural  question,  then,  to  be  asked  was, 
to  wlia'  extent  this  was  likely  t»  go.  The  continental 
exchanges  afforded  no  ground  for  alarm;  Russia  at  first 
took  some  gold  from  us,  which  soon  ceased;  but  the  chief 
demand  was  for  America — a country  with  which  we 
have  always  an  extensive  reciprocal  trade.  It  might 
fairly  be  presumed  that  four  or  five  millions  would  sa- 
tisfy this  demand,  which  would  reduce  the  treasure  of 
the  bank  from  fifteen  to  ten  millions.  This,  which 
might  have  been  (he  practical  esiimateof  practical  men, 
turns  out  to  be  the  truth;  and  the  bank  with  its  ten  mil- 
lions left  in  its  coffers,  need  have  distributed  no  inter- 
ests, or  disturbed  them  slighily.  But  the  directors  had 
no  power  to  exercise  any  opinion;  the  rigid  parliamen- 
tary machine  was  to  think  and  act  for  them;  the  whole 
country  was  disordered;  ami  it  would  be  difficult  to 
form  any  estimate  of  the  immense  losses  both  of  the  ex- 
chequer and  of  individuals  which  ensued. 

I beg  not  to  be  understood  as  wishing  to  maintain 
that  the  efflux  of  specie  of  the  adverse  state  of  the  fo- 
reign e.xchanges  are  in  no  case  to  be  considered  by  the 
bank;  1 hold  these  symptoms,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  es 
sential  elements  in  guiiiing  its  conduct;  but  that  they 
must  be  considered  with  all  surrounding  and  connecting 
circumstances  by  men  of  business  and  experience,  ca- 
pable of  giving  to  them  all  a corresponding  weight  and 
importance  in  their  deliberation,  and  not  be  imposed 
upon  them  drily  and  arithmetically,  nay,  mechanically, 
by,  act  of  parliament.  This  is  a question  between  limi- 
tation by  rule  or  by  discretion;  and  the  limitation  by  rule 
Buits  only  a state  of  things  as  invariable  as  the  rule  it- 
self. It  would  be  foolish  and  even  mischievous  to  in- 
culcate indifference  to  or  speak  lightly  of  any  suspen- 
lion,  even  for  an  hour,  of  the  cash  payments  of  the  great 
bank.  It  would  be,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a great  public 
scandal,  to  be  guarded  against  by  every  prudential  mea- 
sure: absolute  security  against  such  a catastrophe  is  hard- 
ly attainable  in  the  case  of  a bank  issue.  The  act  of 
1844  certainly  does  not  give  it;  for  the  whole  treasure 
left  by  that  act  at  the  disposal  of  the  bank  might  have 
been  drawn  out  in  five  minutes  by  the  private  deposi- 
eitors;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  with  us,  under 
the  former  uncontrolled  management  of  twenty-four  di- 
rectors, such  a disgrace  has  never  happened,  excepting 
in  1797,  when  the  suspension  was  forced  upon  the  bank 
by  the  large  foreign  payments  of  the  minister;  and  these 
operations  were  reluctantly  consented  to  by  the  direc- 


tors from  a belief  that  the  safety  of  the  country  from  a 
foreign  enemy  depended  on  them. 

But  why  is  this  extreme’  care  of  the  purity  of  the 
standard  of  value,  of  the  integrity  of  the  pound  sterling, 
so  important?  If  would  be  mere  pedantry  to  be  looking 
so  ciirefnily  sf  er  a possible  small  fractional  difference 
for  a short  time  between  gold  and  paper,  if  this  object 
were  not  combined  with  the  more  important  one  of 
maintaining,  as  well  as  circumstances  permit,  an  equal 
value  of  money — of  money  taken  in  its  popular  sense, 
and  consisting  among  us  of  combined  ingredients  of 
paper  and  metal — of  money  as  compared  with  and 
commanding  all  commodities.  Now  this  fright  of  the 
bank,  with  ten  millions  in  her  coffers,  of  violating  this 
parliamentary  restraint,  has  driven  her  into  proceedings 
which  have  depreciated  to  a very  gieal  extent  every  de- 
scription of  property,  food,  only,  for  evident  rea.oons,  ex- 
cepted. It  would  not  be  easy  to  estimate  this  deprecia- 
tion, extending  over  ali  merchandise,  slocks,  railroad 
shares,  dec.:  it  probably  would  not  be  overstated  at  from 
10  to  20  per  cent.;  but  what  is  worse,  it  has  paralysed 
this  property  in  the  hands  of  the  possessors,  rendered  it 
unavailable  towards  meeting  their  engagements,  and 
thus  produced  in  many  cases  [ ecuniary  sacrifices  much 
beyond  the  mere  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty itself.  It  has  further  occasioned  the  suspension  of 
the  execution  of  orders  from  our  customers  in  every 
quarter,  thus  distressing  manufacturers  and  impeding 
those  very  operations  which  would  have  corrected  the 
tendency  to  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  and  given 
safety  to  the  circulation  of  the  bank. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  up  farther  all  the  fatal  conse- 
quences to  capital  branching  from  this  mistaken  anxiety 
about  currency;  the  latter  is.  after  all,  but  the  shadow  of 
the  former — the  small  change  by  which  the  transactions 
are  liquidated,  though  undoubtedly,  in  some  respects, 
the  regulator  of  its  value:  but  I have  no  hesitation  in 
thinking  that,  if  these  enormous  fluctuations  in  Ihe  va- 
lue of  properly,  and  these  occasional  disturbances  of 
manufacturing  industry,  are  inseparable  from  the  circu- 
lation of  bank  notes,  we  pay  too  dear  for  this  accommo- 
dation, great  and  tiseful  as  it  is.  and  that  it  would  be 
more  safe  to  have  no  banks  of  issue,  and  use  only  those 
of  deposit,  like  the  great  trading  city  of  Hamburg.  I 
am,  however,  equally  convinced  that  no  such  sacrifice 
is  necessary;  and  that  but  for  the  artificial  restraints  of 
the  law,  the  integrity  of  the  currency  or  the  medium  of 
value  could  be  adequaialy  maintained  without  disturb- 
ing the  more  essential  equable  currency  of  property  and 
capital. 

If  the  Birmingham  philosophers  are  puzzled  by  the 
question  so  often  put  to  them  to  define  what  they  mean 
by  a pound  sterling  when  their  paper  is  clothed  in  its 
irredeemable  character,  sounder  reasoiaers  appear  to 
have  equally  failed  in  any  precise  definition  of  the  word 
currency.  The  act  of  1844  treats  it  simply  as  bank 
notes  to  bearer;  but  they  who  observe  critically  and 
carefully  all  the  varied  mazes  of  our..jaonied  transac- 
tions must  recognise  an  almost  endlesslwriety  of  objects 
acting  more  or  less  directly,  and  with  mors  or  less  cele- 
rity. Ihe  same  part — bilks  of  exchange,  at  long  or  short 
tiaief — excliequer  bills — India  and  railroad  bonds — de- 
posits on  demand  with  the  great  money-brokers — latter- 
ly post  office  orders  for  small  sums  passing  from  town 
town,  of  which  useful  description  of  quasi  currency  the 
public  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that  little  short 
of  6,000,000  were  circulated  last  year.  But  above  all, 
deposits,  both  with  the  Bank  of  England  and  private 
bankers,  are  a most  essential  part  of  this  currency; 
though  they  do  not  appear  in  the  tangible  shape  of  a 
piece  of  paper  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  they  are  in 
fact  the  most  formidable  means  of  commanding  the 
treasures  of  the  bank,  though  they  seem  to  be  wliolly 
overlooked  by  our  exclusive  guardians  of  the  currency. 
The  theorist  sees  in  circulation  nothing  but  the  bank 
note;  but  the  practical  man,  engaged  in  large  operations, 
knows  how  many  millions  pass  through  his  hands  with- 
out his  seeing  or  touching  a bank  note,  and  hew  many 
varied  securities  and  engagements  perform  the  essential 
duties  of  his  circulation.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 
the  offices  performed  by  these  several  articles  are  diffe- 
rent from  tlioso  performed  by  the  paper  whicli  is  the  im- 
mediate representative  of  the  metallic  standard,  but  they 
ail  concur,  in  degrees  and  modes  differing  from  each 
other,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  define,  and  which 
appear  to  escape  all  precise  analysis,  in  circulating  the 
immense  transactions  of  our  collossal  commercial 
body. 

It  is  easy  in  theory  to  say  that  the  bank  should  look 
to  itself,  without  curing  for  the  exchequer;  but  the  busi- 
ness ot  the  exchequer  is  the  business  ot  us  all,  and  if 
not  cared  for  is  sure,  do  what  you  may,  to  bring  all 
other  interests  into  confusion.  It  has  uncertain  wants 
and  uncertain  income;  no  foresight  can  preserve  it  from 
accident.  An  Irish  famine  calls  upon  it  one  year,  a fal- 
ling ofi'  of  revenue  another;  and  where  is  it  to  look  for 
assistance  but  to  the  bank?  for  these  are  cases  which 
new  loans  without  bank  assistance  cannot  meet,  and 
this  assistance  the  bank  is  bound  to  keep  itself  m a 
condition  to  give.  It  is  for  this  that  it  has  great  privile- 
ges; and  if  we  have  made  such  a bargain  with  the  bank 
that  it  cannot  afford  to  perform  its  proper  functions, 
which  1 do  not  believe,  those  conditions  should  be  re- 
laxed- 

It  must  be  admitted  that  these  duties  towards  the  go- 
vernment become  more  serious  and  uncertain  in  extent 
from  the  modern  practice  of  yearly  throwing  over  our 
sources  of  revenue,  and  trusting  to  accident  whether 
our  balance  is  one  of  deficiency  or  surplus;  the  system, 
which  I have  always  humbly  opposed,  we  shall  some  day 
bitterly  repent.  It  imposes  upon  us  this  year  the  scan- 


dal of  a I.nrge  loan  in  lime  of  profound  peace.  If  fo  r 
every  adverse  accident  we  are  to  borrow,  and  on  every 
recurring  period  of  prosperity  to  throw  over  our  means 
of  paying,  the  end  of  such  a course  cannot  be  doubtful; 
the  precise  period  of  our  fate  can  alone  be  uncertain. — 

But  this  is  a subject,  however  important,  which  is  fo. 
reign  to  my  present  purpose,  and  I touch  upon  it  solely 
to  exemplify  the  necessity  government  is  under  of  having 
a bank  on  which  it  can  rely  for  occasional  assistance 
under  the  various  difficulties  in  which  it  maybe  placed. 

There  can  he  no  reason  to  distrust  the  integrity  and 
honest  intentions  of  Ihe  directors  of  the  bank;  of  this  I 
can  speak  from  personal  experience;  no  body  of  men 
stand  more  clear  Irom  jobbing  of  any  kind;  they  may 
be  misled  by  false  theories,  but  the  public  have  this  se- 
curity tor  their  conduct,  that  though  undoubtedly  bound 
fairly  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  their  proprietors,  those 
proprietors  are  they — the  directors  themselves  being  for 
the  most  part  merehanis  of  eminence— have  a far  grea- 
ter interest  in  the  general  well  being  of  the  trading 
world  than  they  can  possibly  have  in  any  increase  of 
dividend  from  their  small  stake  in  bank  stock. 

An  adverse  state  of  foreign  exchanges,  from  whatever 
cause  arising,  and  whether  temporary  or  otherwise,  is  to  ,| 
be  corrected  by  making  money  scarce,  and  thereby  low-  ij 
eririg  Ihe  value  of  all  merchandise,  until  by  the  depre*  j 
ciation  a market  is  forced  for  it  abroad.  Do  these  rea-  | 
ioners  comprehend  Ihe  losses  occasoned  by  this  depre-  j 
ciaiion  of  all  property  when  this  screw  is  applied  to 
correct  every  occasional  fluctuation  of  the  exchanges?  j 
And,  moreover,  how  uselessly  these  sacrifices  are  in-  | 
creased  in  cases  like  the  present,  when  (he  difficulty  to  i 
be  guarded  against  is  not  teal,  but  the  result  of  a fanci-  ! 

ful  scale  of  paper  and  bullion  which  imagines  dangers  > 

while  there  is  a larger  portion  of  treasure  in  the  bank  I 
than  the  average  of  many  years  ot  supposed  abundance,  i 
If  our  trade  is  to  be  so  governed,  ami  liable  to  these  ca-  j 

prices,  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  advantages  of  a \ 

paper  circulation  are  overbalanced  by  its  inconvenien- 
ces and  dangers?  The  character  of  the  latter  demand 
upon  us  for  gold  must  also  be  considered.  It  was  for  ' 
food  suddenly  wanted;  if  those  wants  continue,  we  must 
have  the  supply  or  starve,  whatever  be  the  state  of  our 
paper  circulation;  and  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  you 
can  suddenly  create  by  cheapness  new  markets  for 
goods  rather  of  luxury  than  of  necessity,  a creation 
which  all  practical  men  know  to  be  a worked  time  and 
therefore  wholly  unfit  as  a remedy  for  an  immediate 
emergency?  If  food  from  America  be  further  required 
by  another  failing  harvest,  we  must  pay  for  it  as  vyell  as 
our  means  and  credit  will  permit;  but  it  would  be  idle  to 
suppose  that  we  can  at  once  create  a corresponding 
market  for  our  own  goods,  and  that  the  people  abroad 
will  wear  two  coats  and  two  shirts  because  we  wish  to 
sell  them.  It  would  be  perfect  suicide  to  determine  by 
law,  that  if  this  irresistible  demand  should  come  upon 
us,  so  as  ffirther  to  lower  the  treasure  of  the  bank,  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  to  be  oppressed  by  a further  turn 
of  the  scraw,  until  the  notes  of  the  bank  are  reduced 
within  the  arbitrary  limits  of  the  act  of  1844.’’ 


MR.  GEORGE  SUMNER’S  LETTER  TO  M. 
ALPHONSE  De  LAMARTINE. 


[translated  for  the  boston  atlas  from  the 
“journal  DES  DKBATS,”  of  JUNE  6th-] 

Paris,  May  31sf,  1847. 

Sir:  In  a work  which,  like  the  history  of  the  Giron- 
dins,  seeks  to  portray  faithfully  events  and  men  too 
near  our  own  lime  to  be  calmly  judged  by  most 
minds— and  yet  still  too  far  off  to  be  accurately 
studied — it  is  impossible  but  (bat  there  should  be 
expressions  which  wound  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  many.  The  author  must  have,  himself,  expected 
this.  The  elevated  and  independent  characUr  of 
his  work,  and  the  lore  of  truth — which  seems  to 
animate  it — cause  me  to  believe  that  the  rectification 
of  any  errors  of  fact,  into  which  he  may  have  un- 
consciously fallen,  must  be  as  earnestly  desired  by 
him, -as  by  those  to  whom,  through  those  errors,  he 
does  injustice.  It  is  this  conviction  which  dictates 
the  reclamation  that  I have  the  honor  of  addressing 
to  you. 

In  the  4th  volume  of  the  Girondins,  liv.  23,  chap’s. 
VI.  and  VII.,  you  give  a fragment  of  a letter  written 
to  the  convention  by  the  Deputy  ot  Calais,  Thomas 
Payne,  in  which  he  urges  the  necessity  of  bringing 
Louis  XVI.  to  judgment,  and  you  continue; — “Such 
were  the  terms  in  whicii  the  voice  of  America,  en- 
franchised by  Louis  XVI.,  echoed  in  the  prison  of 
Louis  XVI!  An  American— a citizen— a sage— de- 
manded, if  not  the  head,  at  least  the  ignominy  of  the 
king  who  had  covered,  with  French  bayonets,  the 
cradle  of  his  country’s  liberty.  Ingratitude  express- 
ed itself  in  outrage.  * * Payne  had  been  treated 
with  ail  attention  and  kindness  by  the  king,  during 
his  mission  to  Paris,  to  ask  the  aid  of  France  in  fa- 
vor of  America.  Louis  XVI.  had  made  a present  of 
six  millions  to  the  young  republic;  and  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  Franklin  and  Payne  that  the  gift  of  the 
king  was  deposited.  * * * The  last  man  on 

earth  to  show  hatred  to  Louis  XVI.  should  have 
been  the  Apostle  of  America  and  the  friend  of  Frauk- 
lin.” 
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It  is  difBcult  to  understand  how  or  when  the  Eng- 
lishman Payne  became  the  “Apostle  of  America.” 
He  did,  indeed,  live  some  time  in  America,  and  was 
naturalized  there — as  he  was  afterwards  in  France — 
but  he  was  never  sent  upon  any  mission,  nor  did  he 
ever  have  any  enjoyment  under  the  authority  of, 
or  in  connexion  with,  the  American  government, 
except  that  of  clerk  in  the  bureau  of  one  of  the 
committees  of  congress — which  post,  after  a few 
months’  occupation,  he  was  glad  to  resign,  in  order 
to  prevent  removal  for  misconduct.  The  commis- 
sioners sent  from  the  United  States,  to  solicit  the 
aid  and  alliance  of  France,  during  the  war  of  Inde- 
pendence, were  Franklin,  Deane,  and  Lee;  and  it 
was  to  them  that  the  sums,  offered  by  Louis  XVI. 
as  a don  gratv.it,  and  accepted  as  a loan  from  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  were  paid.  All  the  documents 
and  correspondence  relative  to  this  negotiation  hare 
been  printed,  either  in  the  “Secret  Journals  of  Con- 
gress,” or  in  the  “Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the 
Revolution,”  12  volumes,  published  by  order  of  the 
government.  These  works  I have  at  your  disposi- 
tion, and  they  will  show  you  that  Payne  had  no  part 
whatever  in  this  or  in  any  other  diplomatic  transac- 
tion of  the  United  States' 

There  is  little,  perhaps,  to  inspire  respect,  iij  the 
cynical  character  of  the  Deputy  of  Calais.  It  seems 
but  just,  however,  to  state,  that  when  the  judgment 
of  Louis  XVI.  was  determined  on,  the  influence 
which  be  enjoyed  in  France  was  earnestly  exercised 
to  save  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  king.  In  his  let- 
ter to  the  convention  of  15th  January,  1793,  insert- 
ed in  the  Proces  verbal,  and  printed  in  the  Moniteur, 
(No.  18 — 18th  January,  1793)  is  the  following  pas- 
sage:— “It  is  to  France  that  the  United  States  owe 
the  succors  by  means  of  which  they  were  enabled 
to  throw  off,  by  force  of  arms,  the  unjust  and  ty- 
rannical domination  of  George  III.  The  eagerness 
and  zeal  which  she  displayed  in  furnishing  both  men 
and  money,  was  the  natural  consequence  of  her 
thirst  for  liberty;  but  as  the  nation  on  account  of  the 
obstacles  arising  from  its  form  of  government,  could 
then  only  act  by  a monarchial  organ,  that  organ, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  private  motives,  per- 
formed then  a good  action.  Let  the  United  States  of 
America,  then,  be  the  safeguard  and  the  shelter  of 
Louis  Capet.  There,  far  away  from  the  miseries 
and  crimes  of  royal  life,  he  will  learn,  by  the  con- 
stant spectacle  of  public  prosperity,  that  the  true 
system  of  government  is  not  that  of  kings,  but  that  of 
representation.  In  recalling  these  facts,  and  in  mak 
ing  this  proposition,  I consider  myself  a citizen  of 
both  countries.  I make  this  proposition  as  a citizen  of 
the  American  republic,  who  feels  the  gratitude  that 
he  owes  to  every  Frenchman.  1 make  it  also  as  a 
man  who,  though  the  enemy  of  kings,  does  not  for- 
get they  make  part  of  the  family  of  humanity — and 
to  conclude,  I maintain  it,  as  a citizen  of  the  French 
republic;  for  1 regard  it  as  the  wisest  and  most  poli- 
tic measure  that  can  be  adoped.” 

You  will  see,  perhaps,  sir,  in  this  proposition,  the 
evidence  of  a sentiment,  diQ'erent  from  that  which 
you  had  in  the  letter  you  have  cited.  The  honor, 
however,  and  the  disgrace  of  Payne’s  co.aduct,  be- 
long to  him  and  to  his  constituents — not  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates.  He  was  the  Deputy  of 
Calais — not  the  Apostle  of  America.  The  wish  ex- 
pressed in  this  letter,  “that  the  United  States  should  be 
the  safeguard  and  shelter  of  Louis  XPI,”  was  indeed 
the  echo  of  the  ardent  desire  of  all  Americans;  and, 
although  the  unkind  allusion  to  the  motives  of  the 
king  was  repugnant  to  their  sentiments,  it  was  re- 
membered that  the  author  of  it  was  a member  of 
that  convention  which  had  but  a few  days  before,  in 
a solemn  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sta’tes 
— drawn  up  by  the  Girondin  Guadet — read  and 
adopted  on  the  22d  December — and  inserted  in  the 
Moniteur  of  the  23d  December — declared:  “The 
United  States  of  America  will  with  difficulty  be- 
lieve it:  the  support  which  the  former  court  of  France 
gave  them  in  recovering  their  independence,  was 
only  the  fruit  of  a vile  speculation.” 

You  will,  sir,  upon  further  examination,  become 
convinced,  1 believe,  that  the  roan  whom  you  desig- 
nate as  the  “Apostle  of  America,”  had  nothing  in 
disposilioD  or  character  to  Justify  that  title.  Permit 
me  to  say,  further,  that  no  voice  of  unkindness  to- 
wards Louis  XVI.,  ever  came  from  the  United 
States.  All  that  could  be  done  in  his  behalf  was  done. 
The  sympathy  so  universally  felt  for  him  in  Ame- 
rica, was  shown  in  the  conduct  of  the  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  France — Gouver- 
neur  Morris — who  did  not  hesitate  to  compromise, 
not  only  bis  own  personal  safety,  but  the  diplomatic 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  in  order  to  save  poor 
Louis  XVI.  from  the  sad  fate  which  Morris  foresaw 
awaited  him.  Whil^lhe  trial  was  going  on,  efforts 
were  made  by  him.  with  several  members  of  the 
convention,  to  secure  ihe  life  of  the  king  and  pas- 


sage to  America.  Before  the  events  of  the  10th  of 
August,  Morris  was  in  frequent  consultation  with 
Louis  XVI.;  he  had  counselled  the  king  to  quit  Paris, 
and  the  arrangements  for  his  flight  were  concerted  at 
the  American  legation.  Towards  the  end  of  July, 
1792,  Louis  XVI.  deposited  with  Morris  certain  pri- 
vate papers,  and  money  to  the  amount  of  748,000 
livres  tournois.  The  events  of  the  lOih  August  put 
an  end  to  the  plan  of  flight,  and  on  that  day,  M.  de 
Monciel  Bremond  and  others  concerned  in  it,  toge- 
ther with  the  count  d’E-taing,  took  refuge  in  vhe 
hotel  of  the  American  Legation.  “Whether  mv 
house  will  be  a protection  to  you  or  to  me,”  said 
Morris,  “God  only  knows;  but  such  refuge  as  it  af- 
fords you  shall  have,  let  what  will  befall  me.”  Part 
of  the  funds  deposited  by  Louis  XVI.,  were  employ- 
ed to  save  from  the  massacres  of  September,  and  to 
aid  the  escape  of  persons  compromised  by  their  at- 
tachment to  the  king.  An  extract  note  of  these  dis- 
bursements was  kept  by  Morris,  and  the  moment 
that  his  mission  to  Paris  was  ended,  he  went  to  Vi- 
enna, to  render  to  Madame  Royale  [the  daughter  of 
Louis  XVI  , now  Dutchess  of  Angouleme]  an  account 
of  his  trust,  and  to  pay  over  to  her  the  sum  which 
remained  in  his  hands. 

You  speak  of  the  gift  of  six  million  livres  made 
by  Louis  XVI.  to  the  United  States.  Permit  me, 
sir,  to  draw  your  attention  to  certain  facts  which 
have  a bearing  upon  this  assertion.  The  whole 
amount  advanced  to  the  United  Stales,  by  the  court 
of  France,  during  the  war  of  independence,  was  18 
million  livres.  Part  of  this  was  generously  offered 
as  a don  gratuit,  but  it  was  accepted  only  as  a loan, 
and  by  the  convention  between  Count  Vergennes 
and  Franklin,  signed  on  the  I6th  July,  1782,  (a  copy 
of  which  I have  at  your  service,)  it  was  agreed,  that 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  should  be  paid  on  it  from 
the  day  of  the  conclusion  of  peace.  The  French 
government  became  responsible  also,  for  other  debts 
of  Ihe  United  States,  contracted  in  Holland  and 
elsewhere  amounting  to  sixteen  millions  livres,  so 
that  the  whole  American  debt  to  France,  at  the 
commencement  of  1784,  was  34  millions  livres  tour- 
nois. Most  of  this  bore  interest  at  five  per  cent., 
and  was  to  be  paid  at  intervals,  after  a delay  of 
twelve  years.  At  the  close  of  1789,  Necker,  being 
sorely  pressed  for  money,  made  indirect  propositions 
to  the  American  government  for  an  immediate  re- 
payment of  this  loan,  at  a great  discount.  These  pro- 
positions were  not  accepted.  “Justice  and  honor  re- 
quire,” said  Washington,  then  president,  “that  our 
debt  to  France  should  be  Jully  paid,  and  that  we 
should  in  no  wise  profit  by  the  temporary  embarrass* 
ment  of  her  finances.” 

A law  of  congress  was  immediately  passed,  ap- 
propriating money  and  authorising  a new  loan  in 
Holland,  for  the  early  acquittal  of  this  sacred  debt. 
The  repayments  were  commenced  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1790,  and  before  the  events  of  the  lOlh  of 
August,  23,717,639  livres  bad  been  paid.  On  the  I6th 
of  August  a further  payment  of  six  millions  was  to 
have  been  made  at  Amsterdam,  but  the  bankers  of 
the  French  government,  .Messrs.  Hoguen,  Grand  & 
Co.,  refused  to  recover  any  sums  to  the  credit  of 
Louis  XVI.,  declaring  that  their  account  was  then 
with  the  executive  council  alone.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  minister  of  the  United  States  to 
Holland,  Mr.  Short,  deferred  the  payment.  The 
endeavor  of  the  American  agent  to  secure  this  mo- 
ney for  Louis  XVI,  exposed  him  to  severe  attacks 
from  the  French  Ambassador  at  the  Hague,  M. 
Maulde,  and  caused  also  complaints  to  be  addressed 
by  the  executive  council  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  ground  for  these  reproaches 
of  the  executive  council  may  be  more  easily  under- 
stood, than  that  for  the  reproach  of  American  ingra- 
titude to  Louis  XVI,  coming  from  a conscientious 
historian. 

On  the  15ih  October,  1792,  Jefferson,  then  secre- 
tary for  foreign  relations,  wrote  to  the  American 
minister  in  Paris  relative  to  the  debt  of  France,  say- 
ing: “We  are  informed  by  the  public  prints  that  tha 
late  constitution  of  France,  formally  notified  to  us,  is 
suspended,  and  a new  conveulion  called.  During 
the  time  of  this  suspension,  and  while  no  legitimate 
government  exists,  we  apprehend  we  cannot  con- 
tinue the  repayments  of  our  debt  to  France,  because 
there  is  no  person  authorised  to  receive  it,  and  give 
an  irtiexeepiionable  acquittal.  * * Should  cir- 

cumstances oblige  you  to  mention  this,  do  it  with 
such  solid  reasons  as  will  occur  to  yourself,  and  ac- 
company it  with  the  most  friendly  declarations,  that 
the  suspension  does  not  proceed  from  any  desire  to 
embarrass  or  oppose  the  settlement  of  their  govern- 
ment, in  the  way  in  which  their  nation  shall  desire 
it,  but  from  our  desire  to  pay  this  debt  justly  and 
honorably,  and  to  the  persons  really  authorised  by 
the  nation,  (to  whom  we  owe  it,)  to  receive  it  for 
their  use.  Nor  shall  the  suspension  be  continued  one 
moment  after  we  can  see  our  way  clear  out  of  the 


difficulty  into  which  their  situation  has  thrown  us. — 
That  they  may  speedily  obtain  liberty,  peace,  a.r,d 
tranquility,  is  our  earnest  prayer.” 

At  the  moment  that  this  letter  of  Jefferson’s  was 
written,  money  had  just  been  voted  bv  congress,  for 

the  relief  of  the  suffering  colony  of  St.  Domingo, 

and.  in  addition  to  these  gratuities,  the  sura  of  four 
million  livres,  which  the  national  assembly,  by  its 
decree  of  26th  June,  1792,  had  requested  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  furnoh  the  colony, 

paid  into  the  hands  of  the  French  minister.  The 
political  considerations,  and  the  regard  for  the  un- 
fortunate Louis  XVI,  whiuh  caused  the  American 
funds  destined  for  France  to  lie,  for  a certain  time, 
inactive  at  Amsterdam,  did  not  prevail  to  retard  that 
portion  of  them  which  was  destined  lor  a work  of 
humanity.  Within  two  years  from  this  lime,  the  last 
sol  of  the  debt  was  paid. 

The  inexactitudes  of  fact  in  the  history  of  the 
Girondins,  to  which  as  an  American,  I have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  draw  your  attention,  h tve  given  me 
an  opportunity  to  speak  of  the  sympathy  and  grati- 
tude towards  Louis  XVI,  which  existed,  and  which 
still  exists  in  the  United  States.  It  would  be  wrong, 
however,  to  suppose  that  these  feelings  are  confined 
to  the  unfortunate  king.  That  nation  which  is  ever 
ready  to  succor  the  oppressed,  and  which  prefers 
generous  ideas  to  material  interests,  must  ever  pos- 
sess Ihe  admiration  of  freemen,  and  above  all,  the 
constant  sympathies  of  those  whose  fathers  chose  to 
brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  ol  exile  in  an 
unknown  land,  rather  than  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
home  by  the  sacrifice'of  a principle. 

The  debt  of  American  gratitude  is  due  to  the 
whole  French  nation,  but  the  desire  to  individualiza, 
if  1 may  so  say,  the  expression  of  that  gratitude, 
has  caused  the  names  of  three  Frenchmen  to  be  en- 
graved on  every  American  heart.  The  names  of 
Lafayette,  Louis  XVI,  Vergennes;— and  if  this  trinity 
of  the  well  belove  1 be  completed  by  one  whose  ac- 
tions were  less  prominent — whose  services  were  less 
known  to  fame — than  those  of  the  other  two,  it  is 
that  Vergennes  was  the  first  friend  America  found 
among  those  having  authority  witn  Louis  XVI,— it 
was  he  who  staked  his  reputation  as  a minister  upon 
the  success  of  her  struggle,— he  who  proposed  al- 
ways generous  aid  to  her  cause,  and  he,  who,  in  his 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  American  ministers-~- 
Franklin  and  Jefferson — showed  always  a loyal  and 
honorable  spirit. 

At  the  present  day,  the  American  pilgrim  who 
comes  to  Versailles,  to  visit  the  monument  dedicat- 
ed “to  all  the  glories  of  France,”  pauses  in  a more 
humble  temple,— the  Church  of  Notre  Dame,— and 
offers  there  his  tribute  of  affection  and  respect,  at 
the  tomb  of  Vergennes,— at  the  tomb  of  that  French- 
“a"  who,  swaying  the  councils  of  his  sovereign, 
and  having  influence  over  the  opinions  of  the  na- 
tion, never  forgot  to  be  generous  and  juji  to  Ame- 
rica. 

1 beg  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration.  GEORGE  SUMNER, 

Citizen  of  the  United  Stales. 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  BRAVE. 


The  reception  of  the  returning  volunteers  at  Mw  Or- 
leans, including  Colonel  Davis’s  250  Missi.ssippiaiis 
on  the  lOtb  ult.  at  New  Orleans,  is  described  as  an 
imposing  affair.  Two  columns  of  the  Della  are  oc- 
cupied with  all  that  was  said,  done,  or  seen,  on  this 
Ihiilling  occasion.  The  day  was  brightly  beautiful 
and  the  military  escort  large  in  numbers  and  bril- 
liant in  appearance.  The  gallant  Mississippians 
numbered  m all  about  250  men — what  a wreck  of 
this  once  powerful  regiment!  It  must  have  been  a 
a sight  to  make  “the  pulse  throb  and  the  heart  beat” 
with  redoubled  vigor,  to  see  those  heroes  of  Buena 
Vista  ! The  city  authorities.  Governor  Johnson,  6ic. 
were  on  the  platform  in  the  centre,  from  Whicli  s’ 
S.  Prentiss  welcomed  them  from  iheir  triumphs,  in 
behalf  of  the  city,  in  one  of  the  most  stirring  speech- 
es. Col.  Davis  and  Lieut.  Col.  McClung  respopded. 
The  day’s  celebration  wound  up  with  a grand  ban- 
quet at  the  Place  d’Armes.  The  tables  were  three 
hundred  feet  long,  and  were  filled  with  every  thing 
heart  could  wish.  When  the  gales  of  the 
Place  d’Armes  were  thrown  open  for  the  reception 
of  the  honored  guests,  a shout  arose  from  the  as- 
sembled multitude  that  might  have  been  heard  for 
miles. 

Mississippi  volunteers— Major  Bradford.— Of 
all  the  regiments  which  have  repaired  to  the  field  of 
battle  and  dund  yeoman  service  for  Iherr  counlrT 
none  perhaps  are  entitled  to  more  respect  and  re- 
gard, or  occupy  a larger  space  in  the  public  mind 
than  the  1st  regiment  ofMississippi  volunteers,  com- 
raanded  by  Col.  Jefferson  Dans,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McClung,  and  Alexander  B.  Bradford.  No  other  re- 
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giment  has  acquitted  itself  more  gallanti;,  and  none, 
it  is  stated,  shares  more  largely  the  affections  of  Ge- 
neral Taylor.  The  current  story  that  the  old  hero 
shed  tears  when  he  parled  with  his  farorites,  is 
doubtless  strictly  true,  and  is  entirely  consistent  with 
the  general’s  warm  attachment  to  a body  of  troops 
commanded  by  his  son>in  law , and  with  the  known 
sensibility  of  his  character. 

Erery  officer  of  this  heroic  band  occupies  at  home 
considerable  distinction.  They  are  all  gentlemen  of 
talents  and  respectability.  Heretofore  they  were 
distinguished  in  the  arena  of  political  controrersy, 
and  had  gathered  laurels  in  combats  only  of  intellec- 
tual strife;  but  they  have  now  added  military  glory 
to  civil  honors,  and  stand  forth  as  accomplished  and 
successful  soldiers.  The  press  has  circulated  far  and 
wide  a thousand  laudatory  notices  of  Davis  and  Mc- 
Clung,  and  these  names  are  as  familiar  to  the  people 
in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  union,  as  to  their  imme- 
diate friends  and  supporters  in  Mississippi.  Less, 
however,  has  been  said  of  Major  Bradford — not 
the  least  worthy  and  valiant  of  the  noble  trio. — 
We  have,  therefore,  obtained  from  a friend  the 
material  for  a slight  sketch  of  bis  character  and  ca- 
reer. 

Alexinder  B.  Bradford  is.a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  is  about  47  years  of  age.  His  person  is  com 
manding  and  rather  handsome.  The  marked  feature 
in  his  countenance  is  his  eye,  which  is  black,  pierc- 
ing and  full  of  intelligence.  His  character  has  most 
of  the  strongly  defined  attributes  of  the  South.  He 
is  brave  to  rashness — loving  danger  for  the  escile- 
nient  it  creates — of  rapid  perceptions — a nice  and 
jealous  sense  of  honor — eminently  endowed  with 
those  social  and  kind  qualities  calculated  to  render 
him  popular  among  his  acquaintances.  Major  Brad- 
ford was  several  years  a member  of  the  Tennessee 
legislature,  and  in  that  capacity  displayed  decided 
talent  and  ability.  He  commanded  the  Tennessee 
regiment  of  infantry  in  the  Florida  war,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Witblacouche  distinguished  himself  by  Ills 
intrepidity  and  coolness.  After  snrving  some  time 
in  Florida  Maj.  Bradford  returned  home,  and  short- 
ly after  removed  to  Mississippi,  where  he  at  once 
assumed  a prominent  position  at  the  bar,  as  an  able 
advocate  and  popular  lawyer.  He  was  sent  to  the 
legislature  of  his  adopted  state  in  1840.  Maj.  Brad- 
ford is  a whig  in  politics  and  not  only  enjoys  the  ut- 
most confidence  of  bis  own  party,  but  is  loved  by  his 
political  opponents.  He  will  probably  be  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  whigs  in  the  northern  congressional  dis- 
trict of  the  State,  and  though  the  democracy  have  an 
immense  majority.  Major  Bradford's  strength  with 
the  people  is  such  as  to  throw  a shade  of  doubt  over 
the  result. 

At  the  storming  of  Monterey,  Major  Bradford 
played  a conspicuous  part,  and  was  close  upon  the 
heels  of  the  intrepid  McClung.  At  Buena  Vista  ha 
fought  like  a lion,  and  was  particularly  fortunate,  it 
is  said,  in  rallying  a portion  of  the  Indianians,  when 
the  latter  fell  back  in  confusion  and  jeoparded  the 
day.  The  stubborn  and  desperate  bravery  of  Major 
£.  gives  him  that  influence  over  bis  men  which  this 
first  of  soldierly  qualities  generally  creates;  while  his 
sagacity  enables  him  to  act  with  judgment,  and  his 
kindness  of  heart  endears  him  to  those  under  his 
command.  He  is  probably  without  a personal  ene- 
my in  the  world. — AT.  0.  Bee. 

Captain  George  W.  Patten,  U.  S.  2nd  infan- 
try, who  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gor- 
do, was  complimented  on  the  23d  ult.  with  a public 
dinner  at  Oswego,  New  York,  where  he  formerly  re- 
sided. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Ewell. — The  first  man  that 
mounted  the  breastworks  of  the  Mexican  furlifica- 
tioQ  at  Cerro  Gordo,  was  Lieut.  Thomas  Ewell,  or 
'Tom  Ewell  as  he  was  familiarly  called  by  his  friends, 
of  the  rifle  regiment  of  regulars.  When  the  word 
-was  given  to  charge  he  jumped  over  the  work.  His 
company  raised  a shout,  but  did  not  immediately  fol- 
low. He  went  into  the  second  work  and  found  a- 
bout  two  hundred  Mexicans,  lying  down  and  ready  to 
fire.  He  passed  his  sword  through  the  first  one.  The 
Bext  fired  his  piece  into  him,  but  Ewell,  though  mor 
tally  wounded  cut  him  down.  A letter  from  an  offi- 
cer of  dragoons  says: 

“Soon  after  Ewell  was  wounded,  Gen.  Scott  went 
to  the  bill  where  he  lay,  knelt  by  bis  side,  and,  tak- 
ing bis  hand,  spoke  in  the  kindest  and  handsomest 
manner  of  his  services  that  day.  He  told  him  * * 

I need  not  tell  you  how  much  we  love  our  great  cap- 
tain. The  foresight  which  planned  and  anticipated 
every  turn  of  the  struggle  at  Cerro  Gordo,  belongs 
to  no  common  mind.  And  then  our  general  is  so 
loldier-like!  He  is  a man  for  whom  all  of  us  would 
do  all  things,  bear  all  things,  defy  all  things.  An 
inferior  general  would  have  wasted  his  strength  by 
an  attack  all  along  the  enemy’s  front.  Scott  struck 


at  the  decisive  point,  and  the  blow  was  crushing. — 
After  that,  resistance  was  paralyzed  everywhere.” 

General  Wool. — The  present  war  with  Mexico 
has  had  the  effect  of  exhibiting  to  the  world  the  ma- 
terials of  which  the  American  army  is  composed, 
and  the  result  of  the  exhibition  is,  that  instead  of 
deterioating,  it  has  improved  in  military  science, 
generalship,  discipline,  and  in  every  quality  that 
gives  character  and  efficiency  to  an  army.  The  war 
has  tested  our  generals,  and  proved  them  in  every 
way  worthy  of  the  exalted  trust  their  country  has 
reposed  in  their  hands.  General  Scott  was  well 
known  before,  but  it  has  been  reserved  for  the  pre- 
sent contest  to  bring  fully  out  before  the  eyes  of 
the  world  Generals  Taylor,  Worth,  Kearney  and 
Wool,  each  one  of  whom  has  proved  himself  the 
possessor  of  exalted  military  genius,  and  conferred 
lasting  renown  upon  the  name  of  the  republic. 

Gen.  Wool,  like  his  brethren  in  arms,  began  his 
career  in  the  last  war  with  England,  and  signalized 
himself  even  at  that  early  period  of  bis  military 
course.  The  extraordinary  march  of  nine  hundred 
miles  which  he  has  performed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war;  the  tact  he  displayed  in 
bringing  under  thorough  discipline  a large  body  of 
volunteers;  the  judgment  prudence  and  decision  by 
which  he  secured  the  comfort,  the  good  health,  the 
unbroken  order  of  an  army  of  raw  recruits,  and  pro- 
tected the  persons  and  property  of  the  peaceably 
disposed  inhabitants  of  the  country  through  which  be 
travelled;  these  would  of  themselves  have  stamped 
upon  his  name  the  reputation  of  a great  General, 
and  entitled  him  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 
his  countrymen.  But  it  was  reserved  for  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista  to  bring  out  the  heroic  traits  of  his 
character,  and  nobly  have  they  been  displayed.  The 
arrangements  of  the  fight  were  committed  by  Gene- 
ral Taylor  to  his  hands,  and  in  every  respect  he  has 
justified  the  confidence  of  bis  superior.  His  perso- 
nal exertions  during  the  whole  of  the  fierce  struggle 
were  of  the  most  daring  and  devoted  kind.  Expos- 
ed to  the  hottest  fire  of  the  enemy,  he-  rallied  the 
timid  and  led  on  the  brave,  entitling  himself,  through 
the  whole  of  that  unprecedented  struggle,  to  a niche 
in  the  temple  of  fame  by  the  side  of  the  immortal 
Taylor. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  traits  in  the  character 
and  conduct  of  our  officers  throughout  this  Mexican 
war  is  the  utter  absence  of  that  professional  jealousy 
which  marred  our  military  reputation  and  injured 
the  efficiency  of  our  arms  in  the  contest  with  Great 
Britain.  Between  Taylor  and  Scott  there' is  perfect’ 
harmony  of  feeling.  At  the  battle  of  Monterey, 
Taylor  magnanimously  gave  to  Worth  the  most  pro- 
minent position  in  the  assault.  At  Buena  Vista, 
while  he  says  nothing  of  himself,  he  places  in  the 
foreground  the  illustrious  services  of  Wool.  In  his 
turn.  Wool  seems  only  anxious  that  t*ie  country  shall 
appreciate  the  debt  it  owes  to  Taylor.  These  noble 
spirits  have  lost  all  thoughts  of  self  in  the  love  and 
glory  of  their  common  country. 

[Richmond  Republican. 


SENATOR  DIXON  H.  LEWIS 

ON  FREE  TRADE. 


Correspondence.  A number  of  the  friends  of  Free 
Trade  in  the  city  of  New  York,  signed  and  commu- 
nicated the  following  invitation  to  the  hou.  Senator 
from  Alabama,  at  that  time  in  the  city. 

Hon,  Dixon  H.  Lewis — Sir:  We  avail  ourselves  of 
the  opportunity  attbrded  by  your  visit  to  our  state,  to 
tender  you  our  hearty  congratulations  upon  your  re- 
storation to  health,  after  your  long  and  laborious 
services  in  the  national  councils. 

The  success  of  the  great  measure  of  Free  Trade, 
with  which  your  name  is  so  closely  identified,  and  to 
the  influence  of  which  (he  friends  of  the  system  are 
so  much  indebted,  is  now  fully  made  manifest  in  the 
increased  commerce,  navigation  and  manufactures 
of  the  whole  country.  We  believe  that  we  assert 
what  is  now  generally  admitted  as  a truth,  that  at  the 
present  time  the  U.  Stales  enjoy  a state  of  prosperity 
not  only  unexampled  in  the  history  of  other  nations, 
but  altogether  unprecedented  and  unequalled  in  our 
own,  since  the  very  formation  of  the  Union.  To  you, 
as  well  as  to  ourselves,  this  must  be  a peculiar  matter 
of  congratulation,  as  it  falsifies  the  prediction  of  the 
friends  of  protection,  and  justifies  your  anticipations 
as  declared  in  the  debate  on  this  great  question  at  (be 
lime  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1846. 

Indeed,  it  may  be  claimed  that  human  prophecy 
rarely  more  perfectly  corresponded  with  fulfilment 
than  in  the  ctents  predicted  in  your  defence  of  the 
act  of  Congress  to  which  we  refer.  'I'o  your  inces- 
sant labors  in  its  behalf,  and  to  your  unyielding  firm- 
ness at  the  seat  of  government,  when  many  of  its 
firne-t  friends  had  yielded,  we  owe  it  (fiat  a com- 


promise fatal  to  the  principles  of  free  trade  was  not 
effected  at  the  moment  preceding  the  final  passage  of 
the  act.  Before  your  return  to  the  state  which  you 
so  honorably  and  ably  represent  in  the  U.  States 
Senate,  we  may  ask  that  at  such  time  as  will  be 
compatible  with  your  public  duties  and  your  own 
convenience,  you  will  unite  with  us  and  other  friends 
in  a public  dinner  in  this  city,  where  we  may  mingle 
our  congratulations  over  the  success  of  the  growing 
populurity  of  ihe  doctrines  of  Free  Trade. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servants,  William  F.  Havermeyer,  Ed.  K. 
Collins,  Moses  Taylor,  W.  Whitelock,  jr.  and  ethers. 

MR-  LEWIS*  RErLT. 

J^ew  York,  June  1847. 

To  Messrs.  Wm.  F.  Havemeyer,  E.  K.  Collins,  and 
others. 

Gentlemen — I have  just  received  a letter  signed  by 
yourselves  and  one  hundred  other  gentlemen  of  this 
city,  associating  in  the  most  complimentary  manner, 
my  name  with  the  success  of  the  great  doctrines  of 
Free  Trade,  and  attributing  an  influence  in  producing 
the  resull  of  the  present  rats  of  import  duties,  which 
1 by  no  means  feel  that  1 deserve. 

With  the  most  flattering  estimate  of  the  very  bum- 
ble part  1 have  borne  in  the  great  contest  which  ter- 
minated in  the  reduced  rate  of  duties,  imposed  by  the 
act  of  1846, 1 feel  it  impossible  to  appropriate  to 
myself  any  degree  of  merit,  which  does  not  equally 
attach  to  the  friends  of  Free  Trade  throughout  the 
Union.  I claim  nothing  more  than  to  have  perfermed 
faithful  service  in  a common  struggle  against  privi- 
lege and  monopoly  and  to  have  been  one  of  the  few 
who  rallied  under  the  flag  of  Free  Trade,  when  pro- 
tection, backed  by  power  and  speaking  through  the 
mouth  piece  of  the  government,  was  proclaimed  “(Ac 
settled  policy  of  the  country,’'  to  oppose  which  was  con- 
sidered something  more  than  anti  American,  and  but 
little  less  than  treason.  Such  was  the  state  of  this 
question,  twenty  one  years  since,  when  I entered  the 
public  service. 

As  a representative  of  a free  people,  I have  ever 
felt  that  commercial  freedom  was  but  the  assertion 
of  the  right  of  any  individual,  to  manage  his  own 
aflfairs  as  be  may  think  best  for  bis  own.  interest, 
subject  to  no  other  restriction,  than  that  in  so  doing 
he  shall  invade  the  just  riglits  of  no  other  person. — 
If  this  modicum  of  individual  liberty  is  taken  away, 
what  becomes  of  individual  freedom?  What  other 
rights  are  left,  worthy  of  being  maintained?  If  1 am 
snbject  to  the  will  of  the  government  in  the  direction 
and  control  of  my  labor  and  capital,  1 am,  notwith- 
standing the  forms  of  liberty,  in  fact  the  slave  of  that 
government.  What  better  definition  can  be  given 
of  a slave,  than  in  the  prosecution  of  bis  private 
business,  be  is  under  the  control  of  some  other  will 
than  his  own? 

But  if  such  is  the  tyranny,  where  is  the  wisdom  of 
interference?  Does  not  self-interest  give  to  each 
individual  a better  knowledge  of  his  own  private 
afi'airs,  than  any  government  can  acquire?  If  thisjs 
true  of  individuals,  it  is  equally  true  of  the  community ; 
and  can  government,  with  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  individual  interest,  wisely  assume  to  control  the 
business  pursuits  of  each  entire  community?  It  is. 
difficult  to  determine  whether  such  assumption  be 
most  violative  of  the  public  interest  or  of  the  publie 
liberty. 

But,  gentlemen,  I can  never  forget,  that  in  the 
earliest  struggles  of  commercial  freedom  in  this 
country,  tbe  city  of  N.  York,  true  to  the  instincts  of 
her  great  commercial  destiny,  uniformly  and  almost 
single  handed  and  alone,  of  all  the  north,  rallied 
under  tbe  then  small  banner  of  Free  Trade.  Thera  is 
something  therefore  appropriate,  that  this,  of  all  other 
northern  cities,  should  be  the  first  to  compliment  a 
southern  representative  for  his  uniform  devotion  to 
free  trade  principles,  and  to  propose  a public  festival, 
for  the  triumph  of  a cause,  which  New  York  was 
herself  among  the  first  to  vindicate.  It  adds  too,  to 
the  force  of  this  compliment,  that  it  comes  from  a 
city,  admitted  on  all  bands  to  be  the  commercial 
centre  of  ibis  great  country,  and  destined,  as  1 be- 
lieve, to  become  the  commercial  centre  of  the  world. 
With  the  cheapest  and  best  raw  material  to  clothe 
the  world,  with  an  annually  augmenting  manufacture 
of  that  material,  threatening  by  the  actual  results  of 
tbe  present  year,  at  a period  not  very  far  distant,  to 
exceed  the  amount  manufactured  by  England  herself, 
and  with  a material  for  food,  which  in  God’s  Provi- 
dence, seems  destined  to  feed  the  world,  nothing  but 
tbe  absolute  commercial  stagnation,  which  it  is  tbe 
purpose  of  restrictions  on  trade  to  create,  can  arrest 
that  current  of  favorable  exchanges,  which  from 
every  quarter  is  already  turned  toward  this  country. 

The  prosperity  of  your  eity  is  but  an  exponent  of 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  tbe  country,  and  there- 
fore no  portion  of  the  Union  more  interristed  in 
this  consummation  than  New  York  itself.  The  re- 
sults of  very  partially  relaxing  the  restraints  on  fo- 
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reign  commerce  are  already  risible  in  your  docks, 
your  wharres,  your  streets,  in  fact  in  every  branch 
of  your  industry  as  well  as  commerce;  and  yet  that 
prosperity  is  but  a consequence  of  a corresponding 
prosperity  imparted  to  this  country.  The  commercial 
health  or  disease  of  the  system,  is  at  once  indicated 
by  the  pulse  of  this  city. 

Wilh  so  many  reasons  for  congratulating  ourselves 
on  the  results  of  a very  partial  relaxation  of  the  rigor 
of  the  restrictive  system,  have  we  n'jt  more  abundant 
cause  to  congratulate  our  opponents  that  the  predic- 
tions of  the  consequences  have  most  signally  failed? 
While  our  foreign  commerce  and  navigation  have 
been  greatly  augmented,  where  are  the  disasters  of 
that  unfavorable  state  of  foreign  and  domestic  ex- 
changes, which  were  foretold  as  the  means  of  driving 
the  precious  metals  from  our  shores?  In  the  face  of 
increased  importations  of  foreign  goods, large  amounts 
of  specie  have  been  brought  into  the  country  to  ba- 
I lance  our  heavy  exports,  and  still  the  rates  of  foreign 
I exchange  are  in  our  favor. 

1 With  diminished  duties  we  have  increased  revenue, 
greatly  so,  if  we  estimate  the  amount  in  bond  in  the 
J warehouses,  and  promising  a much  higher  increase 
; for  the  next  six  months.  Our  much  denounced  sys- 
I tern  of  ad  valorems,  is  quietly  performing  all  the 
purposes  of  a safe  collectioo  of  the  revenue,  and  in 
I the  meantime,  our  manufactures  are  still  yielding 
I heavy  dividends;  their  number  and  capital  is  daily 
increasing;  and  with  an  ability  to  increase  competi- 
tion at  home,  their  power  of  competing  in  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  has  been  increased  to  the  precise 
I extent  that  every  reduction  of  duties  cheapens  the 
I cost  of  production.  With  this  view,  Sir  Robert  Peel, 

' a few  years  since,  lessened  the  duties  in  England, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  enabling  the  heavily  taxed 
I manulacturers  of  that  country  to  produce  ata  cheaper 
rate  those  articles  which  were  to  meet  competition  in 
j foreign  markets.  High  taxes,  whether  of  imposts  or 
! excises,  necessarily  increase  the  cost  of  producing  all 
I articles  of  domestic  growth,  and  are  therefore,  like 
' heavy  shoes  on  the  feet,  a drawback  in  the  race  of 
i competition  abroad. 

j But  gentlemen,  as  friends  of  free  trade,  we  have 
1 abundant  cause  to  rejoice,  that  even  its  partial  adop- 
I tioo  is  not  confined  to  this  country.  England  has 
I gone  much  in  advance  of  our  progress  towards  perfect 
: commercial  freedom.  Already  her  example  seems 
I to  be  contagious  throughout  all  Europe.  The  signs 
; of  relaxation  apparent  in  so  many  quarters,  are  not 
j to  be  mistaken.  The  times  are  eminently  propitious. 

I Indian  corn,  as  well  as  American  wheat,  promises 
I like  cotton,  to  become  a staple  with  which  the  world 
j cannot  dispense,  it  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  ordina- 
' tions  of  Providence,  that  through  the  dreadful  scourge 
of  famine,  nations  should  be  taught  their  commercial 
dependence  on  each  other;  and  that  the  establishment 
of  free  and  unrestricted  trade  throughout  the  world, 
should  be  the  advent  ot  a more  perfect  liberty,  a 
higher  civilization  and  a higher  destiny  for  mankind. 
Commerce  will  be,  as  she  has  been,  the  most  potent 
missionary  in  Christianizing  the  world,  and  in  usher- 
ing in  that  perlecl  day,  “when  there  shall  be  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  among  men.” 

■ Allow  me,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion  to  say,  that 
no  compliment  could  be  more  acceptable  to  my  feel 
lags,  than  to  be  connected  wilh  the  progress  of  free 
trade  doctrines.  From  no  quarter  could  it  come  with 
so  much  efi'ect,  as  from  this  magnificent  city , breathed 
into  existence  by  eornmerue,  and  owing  its  pre-emi- 
nence to  Its  larger  share  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country.  Nor  could  the  same  compliment  carry  with 
it  more  efi’ect  than  from  so  large  a number  of  the 
leading,  prominent  and  iiifiuenliai  members  of  the 
political  parly  to  which  1 belong.  If  any  thing  fur- 
ther could  add  to  the  value  of  the  compliment,  it  is 
furnished  in  the  fact  that  it  is  in  no  sort  the  result 
of  private  and  individual  partiality,  as,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  1 am  personally  unknown  to  you  all. 
So  much  unanimity,  tnerefore,  in  approbation  of  my 
public  course,  coming  Ironi  so  numerous  a body  ol 
almost  entire  strangers,  is  as  gratifying  as  it  was  un- 
expected. 

From  the  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have 
spoken  of  the  bumble  part  which  my  position  in  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  my  own  feelings  and  opinions 
imposed  on  me  at  the  excited  period  of  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  1846,  1 owe  you  my  sincere  acknow- 
ledgements. On  that  issue,  I fell  that  the  success  of 
free  trade  principles,  fur  one  entire  generation  at 
least,  depended.  I'lie  result  has  been  most  fortunate 
in  determioing  the  wisdom  of  the  measure  then  in- 
volved. Facts  have  taken  place  of  speculation,  and 
results  have  superseded  predictions.  The  tarifl'  ol 
1846  stands  now  self  vindicated. 

* After  saying  so  niueh,  1 feel  it  almost  unnecessary 
for  me  to  testily  the  sincere  regret,  with  wnich  the 
purely  business  objects  of  my  short  visit  among  you, 
' compel  me  to  decline  the  honor  of  meeting  you  and 
■ i other  ftiends  ol  (rco  trade  at  a public  dinner,  and 


yet  my  necessary  return  to  the  south,  with  but  little 
delay,  controls  my  discretion  on  that  point. 

With  my  acknowledgements  to  each  of  you  indi- 
vidually, for  the  high  honor  received  at  your  hand, 
I am,  very  truly,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  serv’t. 

DIXON  H LEWIS. 


COL.  HASKELL’S  REPLY  TO  GEN.  PILLOW. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

While  on  my  way  from  my  residence  in  Jackson  to 
this  city,  which  I was  visiting  on  private  business,  I 
met  at  Huntingdon  with  the  reply  of  Gen.  Pillow  to 
the  communication  of  myself  and  officers,  published 
in  the  N.  O.  Picayune  of  the  29th  of  May  last,  in  re- 
lation to  the  operations  of  Gen.  Pillow’s  brigade  at 
the  recent  action  of  Cerro  Gordo. 

In  rejoining  to  the  reply  of  Gen.  Pillow,  I shall 
endeavor  to  do  so  with  that  dignity  of  manner  and 
lemperateness  of  tone  befitting  the  columns  of  a 
public  journal;  for,  however  provoking  the  language 
of  Gen.  Pillow  may  be  to  me,  and  however  much 
I might  be  Justified  in  the  employment  of  harsher 
terms  than  i shall  use,  still,  in  the  absence  of  Gen. 
Pillow,  I should  suffer  in  ray  own  esteem  if  ill  temper 
betrayed  me  to  the  use  of  stronger  words  than  such 
as  are  necessary  simply  to  convey  my  meaning. — 
Besides,  I have  a high  public  duty  to  perform;  and 
although  Gen.  Pillow  professes  to  treat  the  commu 
nication  of  myself  and  officers  as  coming  alone  from 
me,  and  endeavors  to  divert  the  public  mind  from  a 
contemplation  of  his  own  misconduct  by  making  this 
controversy  purely  personal  between  us,  still  I can- 
not bring  myself  to  believe  that  the  pages  of  a news- 
paper, while  the  parties  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  distance  of  two  thousand  miles,  are  the 
proper  places  for  the  use  of  personalities  or  the  set- 
tlement of  personal  atfairs.  # # * 

Following  the  order  in  which  the  general  has 
arranged  his  reply,  1 notice,  first,  his  attempt  at  spe- 
cial pleading  and  mystification  in  reference  to  the 
enemy’s  position  and  number  of  batteries.  In  the 
communication  of  myself  and  officers,  the  enemy’a 
line  of  works  is  described  in  the  following  language: 
“The  right  of  the  enemy  extended  from  the  left  of 
the  Jalapa  road  to  the  gorge  in  the  mountains,  through 
which  the  river  flows.  Along  this  line  the  enemy  had 
established  himself  on  three  different  heights,  divided 
from  each  other  by  almost  impassable  ravines. — 
Each  of  these  heights  were  strengthened  by  admira- 
bly constructed  field  works,  known  to  our  engineers 
as  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  commencing  at  the  gorge.” — 
This  description  the  general  denies  to  be  correct, 
and  says  that,  “instead  of  three  works  in  this  line  of 
works,  as  these  gentlemen  say,  there  were  known 
to  be  four  before  the  battle;  battery  No.  1,  situated 
on  the  river  bhitf,  and  No.  2,  at  the  extreme  of  the 
enemy’s  line  of  breaslteork,  and  not  nearer  to  the 
point  assaulted  than  from  four  hundred  to  six  hun- 
dred yards,  and  batteries  Nos.  3 and  4 were  stili 
further  towards  the  national  road;  the  place  assaul- 
ted made  the  fifth  battery.”  This  singular  descrip- 
tion of  tlie  enemy’s  work  is  opposed  by  General 
Pillow  wilhoulone  parlicleof  proof  to  the  coo'bined 
testimony  of  mysell  and  sixteen  of  my  officers.  These 
counter  statements  make  direct  issue  of  fact  between 
myself  and  General  Pillow.  How  is  it  to  be  deter- 
mined? So  far,  the  weight  of  testimony  is  with  me, 
and  if  Gen.  Pillow  desires  to  relieve  himself  from 
the  appearance  ol  having  endeavored  to  mislead 
the  public  mind  by  wrongly  describing  these  works, 
let  him  produce  a map  drawn  by  any  intelligent 
officer  of  the  engineer  corps  who  examined  the 
ground;  and  if  he  does,  it  will  prove  that  he  was  not 
only  ignorant  of  the  ground  before  the  battle,  but 
that  be  has  learned  nothing  about  it  yet;  and  that 
if  he  had  bis  work  to  do  over  a second  lime,  he  would 
do  it  as  blunderingly  as  he  did  it  before.  The  truth 
is  that  there  were  but  four  distinct  field  works  on 
the  whole  battlefield  ol  Cerro  Gordo.  Commencing 
on  the  enemy’s  right,  they  stand  in  the  following 
order:  No.  1,  situated  on  the  blufi'iinmedialely  above 
the  gorge  through  which  the  river  flows,  and  totally 
disconnected  fruui  No.  2 by  a deep  and  almost  im- 
passable ravine — leaving  a space  of  some  hundred 
yards  or  more  where  there  was  no  wall  or  works  of 
any  kind.  This  work  mounted  some  five  or  six 
guns.  No.  2,  next  on  the  left  of  No.  I,  was  divided 
from  3 by  a still  deeper  ravine,  and  disconnected  from 
it  by  a still  greater  space — say  two  hundred  yards  or 
more — each  elevation  having  its  separate  nailery 
and  fortification.  This  work  had  seven  guns  on  its 
front  line,  three  or  four  on  its  redoubt,  and  two  more 
on  what  General  Pillow  calls  a “retired  line.”  No. 
3 contained  about  six  or  seven  guns.  This  work 
extended  from  the  top  of  the  height  where  the  guns 
were  placed,  along  tlie  side  of  the  iiiourilain  and 
nearly  parallel  with  the  national  road,  to  the  point 
where  It  struck  the  road,  nearly  opposite  the  heights 
ot  Cerro  Gordo.  At  this  point  in  the  road,  where 


this  field  work  terminated,  there  was  a battery  of  six 
large  brass  guns  enfilading  the  road.  I'he  next  and 
last  fieldwork  was  that  which  encircled  the  height  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  which  rose  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

On  this  height  there  were  six  guns,  all  mounted  on 
carnages.  Higher  up  the  Jalapa  road,  at  or  near 
the  headquarters  of  Santa  Anna,  there  were  some 
five  *r  six  brass  guns,  but  no  field  works.  It  was 
the  second  of  these  works  (No.  2,)_  which  my 
regiment  was  ordered  to  attack — and  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  reckless  declarations  which 
General  Pillow,  has  made  is,  that  1 “was  not 
ordered  to  assault  battery  No.  2,  nor  was  that  battery 
ever  assaulted."  In  the  same  paragraph  which  con- 
tains this  extraordinary  misstatement,  Gen.  Pillow 
declares  that  it  never  was  intended  that  Colonel 
Wynkoop  should  assault  No.  I.  How  does  this 
subsequent  statement  agree  with  the  language  of  his 
official  report  of  the  18lh  April,  1847’  In  that 
paper  he  says:  “I  therefore  directed  Col.  Haskell, 

who  commanded  the  assaulting  force  hxtended  for  the 
attack  of  battery  J^o.  2,  to  assault  that  work  with  vigor, 
and  carry  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  His  parly  moved 
onward  to  the  assault  with  great  energy,"  Sfc. 

And  in  a subsequent  paragraph  of  the  same  report 
be  says:  "In  the  mean  time,  Col.  Wynkoop,  who  com- 
manded the  storming  parly  designed  to  attack  battery  JsTo. 
1.  succeeded  in  gaining  the  position  where  the  assault 
was  to  have  been  made,  &(c."  How  flatly  the  official 
report  and  his  reply  contradict  each  other!  But  the 
general,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  himself  from 
the  ridicule  which  necessarily  follows  him  for  having 
ordered  the  attack  on  No.  2,  while  the  attacking 
party  was  exposed  to  its  dreadful  fire  in  front  and  to 
the  raking  fire  of  the  batteries  on  either  flank,  asserts 
that  the  "adjatent  angles"  of  Nos.  1 and  2 were  the 
intended  points  of  assault!  Why,  what  sort  of  quib- 
bling is  this?  Is  not  the  angle  of  a work  a part  of 
the  work  itself?  How  attack  the  angle  of  a work 
and  leave  the  work  itself  unaltacked?  Ridiculous! 

- But  the  truth  is,  there  were  no  such  angles  as  he 
describes  there,  and  Gen.  Pillow  unwittingly  con- 
fesses  the  fact.  In  one  portion  of  his  reply  he  says: 
“The  position  intended  to  be  attacked  vras  what  was 
believed  by  both  the  engineers  and  myself  to  be  the 
angle  of  those  batteries,  &c.,  in  another  part  he  says: 
“At  this  supposed  angle  no  guns  could  be  seen,”  &c.; 
and  that  he  was  deceived  in  the  supposition,  if  he 
ever  supposed  any  such  thing,  is  fully  admitted  by 
him  in  the  following  language:  “The  assault  was 
made  known  to  these  officers;  and,  though  this  point 
turned  out  to  be  a strong  work,  mounting  eight  pieces 
of  artillery  immediately  in  front,  and  two  more  on 
a retired  line,  all  of  which  were,  to  the  moiiient 
of  attack,  entirely  concealed  and  completely  masked 
by  the  stone  wall  and  brush,  yet  up  to  that  time  it  was 
believed  to  be  an  angle  in  the  large  stone  breastwork 
connecting  the  batteries  Nos.  1 and  2.  Such  was 
the  position  intended  to  be  and  actually  assaulted." — 
Yet  General  Pillow  says  No.  2 "tiever  was  assault- 
ed." 

As  to  “the  stone  breastwork  connecting  the  batte- 
ries Nos.  1 and  2,”  Gen.  Pillow  knew  well  enough 
when  be  said  so  that  there  was  no  such  stone  breast- 
work theie.  Nos.  I and  2,  I again  say,  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  a deep  ravine.  Why  did  not 
Geo.  Pillow  acknowledge  this  at  once?  The  reason 
IS  evident.  He  is  unwilling  that  the  world  should 
know  the  trutn,  and  is  endeavoring  to  mislead  it; — 
and  I will  just  remark  in  this  connexion,  that  Gen. 
Pillow,  contrary  to  all  courtesy  and  military  etiquette 
failed  to  call  upon  his  colonels  for  reports  of  that 
day’s  work.  Why  did  he  do  so?  The  answer  is 
easy.  These  reports  would  have  elicited  the  truth, 
and  a description  of  the  ground.  This  failure  on  his 
part  to  call  lor  reports,  and  his  raisrepresentationi 
in  his  own  official  report,  were  among  the  reasons 
which  implied  my  officers  and  myself  to  give  the 
whole  afiair  to  the  public. 

Reviewing  the  reply  of  Gen.  Pillow  in  its  proper 
order,  ! notice  next  his  defence  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  regiments  were  moved  to  the  scene  of 
action.  As  staled  in  the  communication  of  my  offi- 
cers and  myself,  and  not  denied  by  him.  Col.  Wyn- 
koop, supported  by  Col.  Campbell,  was  to  assail  No. 
1,  and  my  regiment,  supported  by  Col.  Roberts,  was 
to  attack  No.  2.  These  regiments  were  all  moved 
along  a narrow  path  to  the  scene  of  action  by  the 
right  flank.  Wynkoop  first,  followed  by  me;  Camp- 
bell next,  who  was  to  support  Wynkoop;  and  Roberts 
in  the  rear,  who  was  to  support  me.  This  order  of 
march  placed  a regiment  between  each  of  the  as- 
saulting and  their  supporting  regiments;  and  yet  the 
general  says  this  was  the  only  proper  order  of  march. 
Does  not  any  man  of  common  sense  see  that  each 
sopporling  regiment  should  have  moved  directly  in 
rear  of  its  assaulting  regiment;  for  instance,  Camp- 
bell in  rear  of  Wynkoop,  and  Roberts  in  rear  of  me? 
These  regiments,  also,  that  is  to  say,  Campbell’s  and 
Wyiikuop’s,  should  have  been  moved  by  the  left  flank 
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so  that  when  they  reached  the  point  at  which  they 
were  to  file  square  off  to  the  left  from  the  path  to- 
wards tfie  river,  at  an  intimation  from  the  general 
the  colonels  could  have  given  the  command,  ‘'file 
left — march,"  and  the  regiments,  in  obedience  to  the 
order,  moving  simultaneouily  square  off  to  the  left, 
would  have  crossed  the  ravine,  and,  gaining  the  hill 
opposite  No.  1,  would  have  been  in  position,  in  line 
of  battle,  parallel  with  each  other  and  the  battery, 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  In  the  mean  time,  while 
these  regiments  were  reacihng  their  position,  having 
cleared  the  path,  my  regiment  and  Roberts's  could 
have  reached  the  point  on  the  path  where  they  were 
to  file  off,  and  at  an  intimation  from  the  general,  at 
the  command  of  each  colonel,  "file  right — march," 
our  regiments  would  have  moved  square  off  to  the 
right  of  the  path  and  from  the  river,  and  in  a moment 
each  regiment  would  have  been  in  line  of  battle, 
parallel  with  each  other,  fronting  No.  2,  the  left  of 
each  regiment  resting  on  the  path.  This  simple  move- 
ment could  have  been  executed  without  the  slightest 
confusion,  and  in  three  minutes;  yet  General  Pillow 
contends  that  the  blundering  manner  in  which  he 
brought  up  the  regiments,  “was  the  only  order  of 
march  by  which  it  was  possible  to  have  placed  them.” 
I make  no  comment  here. 

The  error  of  the  General  is  too  palpable.  I 
attributed  it,  at  first,  to  inadvertence  on  his  part, 
and  should  have  continued  to  do  so  yet,  but  that  he 
has  defended  the  movement  as  right  and  proper;  and 
1 now  find  that  [ did  him  too  much  justice  in  my 
own  mind,  and  place  the  error  to  his  want  of  milita- 
ry skill  and  capacity. 

Gen.  Pillow,  ks  he  has  twice  stated,  placed  my 
regiment  in  position.  He  has  denied  that  he  changed 
its  wings  and  reversed  its  ranks.  And  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  sustaining  himself  in  this  denial,  he  has  seiz- 
ed  hold  of  an  error  in  my  first  article,  which  occur- 
red either  from  inadvertence  or  in  the  haste  of  copy- 
ing for  the  press,  and  of  which  error  he  was  previ 
ously  inlormed;  and  for  the  purpose  of  exculpating 
himself  and  implicating  me  in  a blunder,  has  endeav- 
ored to  make  the  world  believe  what  he  knows  to  be 
untrue.  In  my  first  article  it  is  stated  that  Gen. 
Pillow  directed  me  “to  rest  my  [his]  right  on  the 
right  of  the  path,  extending  my  [his]  left  square  off 
to  the  left,so  as  to  form  my  lineot  battle  parallel  with 
the  centre  field  work  of  the  enemy.”  Instead  of 
“square  ofi'to  the  left,  this  sentence  should  have  read, 
‘square  off  to  the  right."  An  officer  of  high  rank, 
who  participated  in  the  assault,  told  me  in  this  city, 
that  while  at  New  Orleans,  and  when  Gen.  Pillow 
was  reading  my  publication  to  him,  he  pointed  out 
this  error,  and  explained  to  Gen.  Pillow  that  it  was 
either  a typographical  error  or  had  been  hastily  and 
inadvertently  written,  and  was  not  according  to  the 
fact.  He  informed  me,  further,  that  he  explained 
to  Gen.  Pillow  the  effect  of  this  error,  and  showed 
him  that  it  would  make  my  regiment  appear  to  be  on 
the  left  of  the  path,  its  right  resting  on  the  left  of  the 
path,  and  Its  left  square  ofl  to  the  left  towards  the 
river,  which  would  have  been  a proper  formation; 
when,  instead  of  that,  as  be  and  the  general  both 
knew,  its  right  rested  on  the  right  of  the  path,  and 
Its  left  was  square  off  to  the  right,  from  the  river — 
which  was,all  wrong,  because  it  changed  the  wings 
and  reversed  the  ranks.  Gen.  Pillow,  who,  as  my 
informant  believes,  bad  not  up  to  that  time  perceived 
this  inadvertence,  immediately  took  hold  of  it,  and, 
outraging  all  fairness  and  candor  and  known  fact, 
has  actually  made  it  the  chief  argument  of  his  de- 
fence, endeavoring  to  make  the  world  believe  that 
my  regiment  was  on  one  side  of  the  path  when  he 
knows  it  to  have  been  on  the  other.  Will  General 
Pillow  deny  that  my  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the 
path?  He  cannot.  In  one  part  of  his  reply  he  has 
himself  confessed  it.  I quote  his  language:  “By 

my  order  of  attack,  Wynkoop’s  assaulting  column 
was  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  path,  fronting  the  right 
side  of  the  angle;  and  Haskell’s  assaulting  force  was 
to  form  on  the  right  side  of  the  path."  in  forming  my 
tegiment  in  line  ot  battle,  as  my  officers  and  myself 
have  previously  said,  and  as  1 now  here  repeat,  the 
general  directed  me  to  rest  my  right  on  the  right  of 
the  path.  If  my  right  rested  on  the  right  of  the  path, 
where  was  its  left  necessarily  thrown?  Still  further 
out  to  the  right.  Would  not  this,  1 ask  any  military 
man,  have  changed  the  wings  and  reversed  the  ranks? 

J challenge  Gen.  Pilloie  to  deny,  in  explicit  terms,  that 
the  wings  of  my  regiment  were  chan.ed  and  its  ranks 
reversed.  He  has  nut  denied  it.  He  only  contends, 
in  bis  reply,  that,  i/ be  ordered  me  to  rest  my  right 
on  the  path,  and  throw  my  left  square  off  to  the  left, 
that  then,  by  that  order,  the  regiment  was  properly 
placed  as  to  its  wings  and  ranks.  But  he  gave  no 
such  order,  and  be  knows  it.  He  rested  my  right  on 
the  right  of  the  path,  and  threw  my  left  square  off' 
to  the  right,  not  left,  as  inadvertently  said  in  the  first 
publication  of  myself  and  officers;  and  this  he  daie 
not  deny;  for,  if  be  does,  he  well  knows  that  every 


officer  and  private  of  my  regiment  will  testify  differ- 
ently. I have  now  fully  exposed  General  Pillow’s 
unfair  quibbling  about  a word,  and  have  proved  upon 
him  the  blunder  which  my  officers  and  myself  first 
charged  him  with,  and  still  insist  on. 

The  next  point  in  the  general’s  reply  relates  to 
his  reconnoissances  of  the  enemy’s  position.  I pass 
over  his  admissions  of  his  ignorance  of  the  ground, 
because,  as  he  says,  the  works  could  not  be  perfectly 
reconnoitred,  with  one  or  two  inquiries.  Why  did 
he  induce  Gen.  Scott  to  believe  that  he  had  "careful- 
ly reconnoitred"  them?  And  why  did  he  assault  No. 
2 at  all  when  he  was  ordered  by  the  general  in  chief 
only,  "if  circumstances  should  favor  him,"  to  pierce  the 
enemy’s  Line  of  batteries,  and  then  as  near  the  river 
as  possible?  The  order  of  Gen.  Scott  was  that  Gen. 
Pillow  would  “march  along  the  route  which  he  bad 
carefully  reconnoitred,  and  stand  ready,  so  soon  as  he 
heard  the  report  of  arms  on  our  right,  or  sooner,  if 
circumstances  should  favor  him,  to  pierce  the  enemy’s 
line  of  batkiries  at  such  a point,  the  nearer  the  river 
the  better,  as  he  might  select.”  Now  where  is  the 
point  of  attack  clearly  indicated  in  this  order  of  the 
general  in  chief?  Certainly  battery  No.  1,  nearest 
the  river.  If  this  battery  had  been  assailed  by  the 
whole  brigade  it  would  have  been  carried.  Then, 
turning  his  own  guns  upon  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  attacking  him  in  reverse,  he  could  have 
been  easily  driven  from  the  field.  Instead  of  doing 
this,  however,  Gen.  Pillow  assaulted  the  centre  bat- 
tery, it  being  the  strongest  of  the  three,  with  but  one 
regiment,  leaving  the  other  three  regiments  unem- 
ployed! In  all  this  I have  contended,  and  still  con- 
tend, that  Gen.  Pillow  exhibited  a total  wantofabil- 
ty  to  command. 


THE  RECEPTION  OF  THE  MISSOURI 
VOLUNTEERS. 


From  the  JUissouri  Republican. 

The  ceremony  of  receiving  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, after  their  victorious  march  from  Missouri,  by 
way  of  Santa  Fe,  to  Chihuahua  and  Saltillo,  is  at  an 
end — and  it  terminated  with  great  gratification  to  the 
citizens,  and,  we  hope,  to  the  volunteers  who  were 
the  recipients  of  it. 

The  uncertainly  which  attended  the  arrival  of  the 
volunteers — the  limited  number  arriving  in  each 
boat,  and  the  very  great  desire  of  many  of  them  to 
return  to  their  homes  and  friends — ail  conspired  to 
create  solicitude  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  anx- 
ious that  every  thing  should  gooff  well.  This  was 
the  case  up  to  yesterday  morning,  when,  at  an  early 
hour,  the  Clarksville  came  into  port,  having  on 
board  Major  M.  L.  Clark,  Capt.  Weiohtman,  Lieu- 
tenants Dorn  and  Chouteau,  and  other  officers,  and 
some  of  the  privates  of  the  battalion  of  light  artille- 
ry. Their  arrival  determined  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements to  proceed  with  the  ceremonies,  and, 
under  their  instructions,  the  chief  marshal  issued 
orders  to  that  effect.  Thousands  of  citizens,  leaving 
their  usual  avocations,  turned  out  to  honor  the 
guests  of  the  city,  and  long  before  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  the  reception,  in  front  of  the  Planters’  House, 
and  in  the  streets  leading  to  it,  a dense  multitude  of 
people  were  collected.  Flags  were  displayed  in 
every  direction,  and  the  bells  of  the  churches  and  of 
the  various  engine  houses  rang  a merry  peal.  Just 
as  everything  was  ready  for  the  orator,  appointed  to 
welcome  the  volunteers,  to  proceed  with  his  address. 
It  was  announced  by  the  chief  marshal,  that  the 
Pride  of  the  West,  having  on  board  Capt.  Hudson, 
and  several  other  officers  of  the  command,  and  also 
the  artillery  captured  from  the  Mexicans  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Sacrameiiio,  was  in  sight,  and  by  common  con- 
sent any  further  proceeding  was  postponed  until  they 
could  arrive  and  be  participants  in  it.  New  spirit 
seemed  to  be  infused  into  the  multitude  by  this  for- 
tunate coincidence.  The  committee  of  arrangements 
at  once  repaired  to  the  boat,  and,  through  otr.  Blen- 
nertiassett  tendered  them  the  hospitalities  of  the  city, 
and  an  invitation  to  partake  in  the  festival.  This 
invitation  was  responded  to  by  Captain  Hudson,  and 
in  a very  short  tune  the  volunteers,  and  the  train  of 
artillery  were  on  their  way  to  Founb  street,  where, 
in  front  of  the  Planters  House,  it  was  arranged  that 
the  address  welcoming  the  volunteers  to  the  city 
should  be  made. 

JUDGE  Bowlin’s  welcome  home. 

Judge  Bowlin,  who  had  been  selected  for  the 
purpose,  then  addressed  the  volunteers  as  follows: 
Colonel  Domfhan,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Mis- 
souri volunteers: 

In  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  St. 
Louis,  I bid  you  a warm  and  cordial  welcome  back 
to  the  land  of  your  cherished  homes,  and  tender  you 
the  hospitalities  of  their  city — a city  proud  of  her 
identity  with  your  gallant  achieveraenis.  In  doing 
this,  it  becomes  me  to  assure  you,  gentlemen,  we 
are  performing  no  idle  ceremonial,  in  which  the 


heart  has  no  participation;  but  it  is  the  spontaneous 
homage  which  we,  as  your  fellow-countrymen,  feel 
proud  to  award  your  patriotism — your  valor — your 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  country.  Indeed,  we  hail 
your  return  to  your  homes  with  no  ordinary  emotions; 
as  a long  anxiety  for  your  safety,  a consciousness  of 
the  perils  that  every  where  environed  you,  a dubi- 
ousness of  your  fate  spread  a gloom  over  the  com- 
munity which  your  security  has  dispelled;  and  awak- 
ened, in  lieu  of  it,  mingled  feelings  o<  gratitude  for 
your  deliverance,  and  admiration  for  the  heroic 
deeds  that  won  it.  Besides,  we  feel  proud  as  your 
countrymen,  in  sharing  that  halo  of  glory  which 
your  gallant  deeds  have  thrown  around  the  name  of 
the  “Missouri  volunteer.”  You  have  baptized  that 
glorious  title  with  your  blood,  and  laurelled  it  with 
brilliant  victories,  the  memory  of  which  can  only 
perish  with  the  language  in  which  they  are  recorded. 
Your  deeds  have  encircled  around  that  hallowed 
name  a wreath  of  imperishable  renown,  never  to 
fade  or  decay: 

“For  the  true  laurel  wreath  which  glory  weaves, 

Is  from  that  tree  no  bolt  of  thunder  cleaves.” 

We  feel,  upon  the  occasion  of  this  meeting,  as  the 
stranger  cannot  feel.  We  feel  that  the  perils,  the 
privations,  the  dangers  were  yours;  but  that  the  fame 
acquired  by  your  heroic  achievements,  is  the  com- 
mon property  of  our  cherished  state,  and  reflects  a 
lustre  upon  the  humblest  citizen,  who  reaps,  with 
you,  your  harvest  of  glory.  What  Missourian 
does  not  feel  proud  to  be  pointed  at  as  the  coun- 
tryman of  the  victors  of  Bracito  and  Sacramento? 

Gentlemen,  in  thus  tendering  you  the  hospitalities 
of  our  city,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  allude  to 
the  condition  of  the  country,  the  service,  and  notice 
some  details  of  your  own  heroic  adventure,  which 
assumes  more  the  character  of  romance  than  rea- 
lity. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  promptness 
with  which  our  citizens  volunteered  in  the  service, 
not  only  surprised  ourselves,  but  actually  astonished 
the  governments  and  people  of  Europe.  They  could 
not  comprehend  that  feeling  of  patriotism  in  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  young  republic,  which  prompted  fifty 
thousand  swords  to  spring  from  their  scabbards  and 
their  tendered  service  to  their  country,  upon  a call 
for  a tithe  of  that  number.  They  could  not  conceal 
their  surprise,  I might  almost  say  their  chagrin,  at 
beholding  such  a display  of  patriotism  in  a counlry, 
which  presents  the  last,  best  hope  of  republican  li- 
berty. But  if  that  astonished  them,  our  victories, 
won  chiefly  with  those  volunteers,  and  the  demon- 
strations of  the  vast  resources  of  the  country,  have 
surprised  them  more.  We  have  been  one  year  in 
the  war,  we  have  maintained  thirty  thousand  troops 
in  the  field,  victory  has  everywhere  percbed  upon 
our  standard,  the  national  slocks  above  par,  whilst 
individual  prosperity  is  such,  that  we  are  feeding  the 
starving  millions  of  Europe  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. We  may  be  literally  said  to  be  conquering 
one  nation  whilst  we  are  feeding  another.  The 
history  of  the  world  presents  no  parallel  to  this 
spectacle  of  national  and  individual  prosperity.  Af- 
ter a year’s  absence,  characteri^sed  by  wild  adven- 
ture and  heroic  deeds,  amidst  the  mountains  and 
plains  of  Mexico,  tbis  is  ibe  picture  of  prosperity 
with  which  your  counlry  greets  you  on  your  re- 
lurn 

But,  gentlemen,  amidst  the  glorious  achievements 
of  this  war,  your  own  gallant  march  will  occupy  a 
prominent  place  upon  the  page  of  history.  It  as- 
sumes so  much  the  air  of  romance,  that  the  world 
will  contemplate  it  with  mingled  feelings  of  doubt 
and  admiration.  Organized  upon  the  frontier  of 
Missouri,  your  first  march  was  for  eight  hundred 
miles  across  wild  and  barren  plains,  whose  solitude 
is  only  awakened  by  the  low  of  the,  buffalo  and  the 
y*ll  of  the  savage.  New  Mexico  received  you  and 
surrendered  without  a blow — determined  she  should 
have  no  foe  but  yourselves,  you  immediately  follow- 
ed the  conquest  by  an  expedition  against  the  Na- 
vaho  Indians,  the  natural  enemies  of  your  conquer- 
ed people,  and  by  chastising  them,  gave  the  people 
a repose  from  the  incursions  of  those  daring  marau- 
ders. 

There  being  no  longer  a field  for  enterprize  in 
New  Mexico,  you  sal  out  on  your  daring  and  peril- 
ous march  to  join  the  army  of  occupation,  with 
scarcely  exceeding  a single  regiment  in  number. — 
You  met  the  enemy  m greatly  superior  force  at  Bra- 
cito, and  put  them  to  flight  w Ithoui  the  loss  of  a sin- 
gle man,  and  entered  El  Paso  in  triumph — with  the 
trophies  of  the  battle  field  to  adorn  your  march — 
This  victory,  considering  the  disparity  of  numbers, 
the  amount  of  loss  on  your  side,  and  the  resulU, 
would  be  left  almost  without  a parallel,  but  for  the 
more  brilliant  achievement  at  Sacramento.  After  a 
march  of  twenty  days  into  the  interior  of  the  ene- 
my’s counlry,  it  was  your  fortune  again  to  encounUr 
them,  in  their  fortified  position,  at  Sacramento.  You 
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took  no  timf  lo  number  the  foe,  or  weigh  the  chan- 
ces of  success,  but  in  the  name  of  your  country 
rushed  gallantly  to  the  charge,  and  with  your  own 
good  swords,  cut  your  passage  to  the  city  of  Chihua 
hua,  through  hosts  arrayed  to  oppose  your  advance. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  engagement,  in  men,  in 
munitions  of  war,  in  trophies  of  victory,  was  great, 
whilst  you  lost  but  one  man  on  your  side,  who  fell 
gallantly  charging  upon  the  enemy — 

“With  his  back  to  the  field,  his  feet  to  the  foe, 

And  leaving  in  battle  no  blot  on  hia  name, 

Looked  proudly  to  Heaven  from  the  death  bed  of 

fame.” 

His  solitary  tomb  on  the  battle-held,  will  serve  to 
point  the  future  traveller  to  the  spot  where  his  coun- 
trymen so  gallantly  triumphed  in  anus,  and  where 
his  own  spirit  arose  amidst  shouts  of  victory  to 
Hearen.  Long,  long  will  that  solitary  tomb  at- 
tract the  passing  pilgrim’s  eyes  and  demand  from  his 
heart  the  homage  of  a tear.  His  lonely  tomb  shall 
be  the  battle’s  monument;  and  his  fame  as  imperish- 
able as  the  field  of  his  glorious  death. 

This  battle  opened  your  passage  to  Chihuahua; 
you  entered  in  triuenph  the  proud  capital  of  the 
north,  and  unfurled  the  stars  and  stripes  from  her 
battlemeota,  and  dictated  terms  to  her  people,  as 
creditable  to  your  humanity  as  to  your  courage. — 
From  thence  you  marched  to  Saltillo,  and,  having 
completed  your  glorious  work,  you  were  sent  home 
to  repose  upon  the  laurels  won  by  your  gallant 
achievements. 

This  march,  with  its  battles,  its  perils,  its  dangers, 
and  its  privations,  is  unparalleled  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  One  thousand  men,  entering  the  enemy’s 
country,  and  marchiug  through  it  for  fifteen  hundred 
miles,  meeting  and  scatteriug  two  armies,  like  the 
leaves  of  autumn  before  a northern  blast,  looks 
more  like  it  belonged  to  the  regions  of  romance,  than 
■ober  reality.  But,  geiUiemeii,  you  have  left  nothing 
lo  doubt — your  cannons  and  your  flags,  the  trophies 
of  your  glorious  triumphs,  are  spread  before  us,  as 
witnesses  of  your  glorious  deeds. 

In  conclusion,  1 again  bid  you  welcome  to  the 
shores  of  our  own  Missouri — welcome  to  her  proud 
and  favored  city — welcome  to  the  hospitality  of  her 
people — welcome  to  all  that  a generous  and  chival 
rous  heart  casts  at  the  shrine  of  valor — welcome  to 
the  homage  due  to  the  brave,  welcome  to  our  hearths 
and  our  oearts. 

To  this  adilres.s,  Lt.  Col.  Mitchell  responded,  in 
a brief,  yet  very  appropriate  speech. 

Under  the  escoit  of  the  volunteer  companies  of 
the  city,  the  procession  was  then  formed,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Camp  Lucas.  Col.  Kennett  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  volunteer  companies.  We  observed, 
aii.ong  the  number,  the  Grays,  Captain  West;  the 
Montgomery  Guards,  Oaptain  Watson;  the  lagers, 
Capt.  Resicb;  the  Missouri  dragoons,  Captain  Steitz, 
and  a company  of  mounted  men.  Several  of  the 
engine  companies,  in  full  uniform,  were  also  in  the 
procession.  At  Camp  Lucas,  an  immense  crowd  of 
people  had  assembled,  and  very  soon  the  chief  mar- 
shal introduced,  in  fitting  terms,  the  Hon.  Thos.  H. 
Benton,  who  had  been  selected  to  deliver  the  recep- 
tion speech. 

COL.  Benton’s  speech. 

The  orator  of  the  day,  Col.  Benton,  then  address- 
ed the  returned  volunteers,  as  follows: 

Col.  Doniphan,  and  officers  and  men:  1 have 
been  appointed  to  an  honorable  and  a pleasant  duly 
— that  of  making  you  the  congratulations  of  your 
fellow  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  on  your  happy  re'turn 
from  your  long,  and  almost  fabulous  expedition. — 
You  have  indeed  marched  far,  and  done  much,  and 
auSered  much,  aad  well  entitled  yourselves  to  the 
applauses  of  your  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  to  the 
rewards  and  thanks  of  your  government.  A year 
ago  you  left  home.  Going  out  from  the  western 
border  of  your  state,  you  re-enter  it  on  the  east, 
having  made  a circuit  equal  to  the  fourth  of  the  cir- 
cuaiference  of  the  globe,  providing  for  yourselves  as 
you  went,  and  returning  w ith  trophies  taken  from 
fields,  the  names  of  w hich  were  unknown  to  your- 
selves and  your  country,  until  revealed  by  your  eii- 
terprize,  illustrated  by  your  valor,  and  immortalized 
by  your  deeds.  History  has  but  few  such  expedi- 
lions  lo  record;  and  when  they  occur,  it  is  as  honor- 
able auu  useful,  as  it  is  just  and  wise,  to  celebrate 
and  commemorate  the  events  which  entitle  them  to 
renown. 

Tour  march  and  exploits  have  been  among  the 
most  wonderful  of  the  age.  At  the  call  of  your 
country  you  marched  a thousand  miles  to  the  con- 
quest of  New  Mexico,  as  part  of  the  force  under 
General  Kearny,  and  achievad  that  conquest,  with- 
out the  loss  ol  a man,  or  the  fire  of  a gun.  That 
work  finished,  and  New  Mexico,  itself  sodistant,  and 
so  lately  the  ultima  ihule — the  outside  boundary  of 
speculation  and  enterprise — so  lately  a distant  point 
to  b«  attained,  becomes  itself  a point  of  departure— 


a beginning  point,  for  new  and  far  more  extended 
expeditions.  You  look  across  the  long  and  lofty 
chain — the  Cordilleras  of  North  America — which 
divide  the  Atlantic  from  the  Pacific  waters;  and  you 
see  beyond  that  ridge,  a savage  tribe  which  had  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  depredations  upon  the  province 
which  had  just  become  an  American  conquest. — 
You,  a part  only  of  the  subsequent  Chihuahua  co- 
umn,  under  Jackson  and  Gilpin,  march  upon  them 
— bring  them  to  terms — and  they  sign  a treaty  with 
Col.  Doniphan,  in  which  they  bind  themselves  to 
eease  their  depredations  on  the  Mexicans,  and  to 
become  the  friends  of  the  United  States.  A novel 
treaty,  that!  signed  on  the  western  confines  of  New 
Mexico,  between  parties  who  had  hardly  ever  heard 
such  other  names  before,  and  to  give  peace  and  pro- 
tection to  Mexicans  who  were  hostile  to  both. — 
This  was  the  meeting,  and  this  the  parting  of  the 
Missouri  volunteers,  with  the  numerous  and  savage 
tribe  of  the  Navaho  Indians  living  on  the  waters 
of  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  so  long  the  terror 
and  scourge  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa  and  New  Mexico. 

This  object  accomplished,  and  impatient  of  inau- 
tivity,  and  without  orders  (General  Kearny  having 
departed  for  California)  you  cast  about  to  carve  out 
some  new  work  for  yourselves.  Chihuahua,  a rich 
and  populous  city  of  near  30,000  souls,  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  state  of  that  name,  and  formerly 
the  residence  of  the  captains  general  of  the  internal 
provinces  under  the  vice  regal  government  of  New 
Spain,  was  the  captivating  object  which  fixed  your 
attention.  It  was  a far  distant  city — about  as  far 
from  St.  Louis  as  Moscow  is  from  Paris;  and  towns 
and  enemies, and  a large  river,  and  defiles  and  moun 
tains,  and  the  desert  whose  ominous  name  portend- 
ing death  to  travelers — el  jornada  de  los  muertos — the 
journey  of  the  dead — all  lay  between  you.  Jl  was  a 
perilous  enterprize,  and  a discouraging  one,  for  a 
thousand  men,  badly  equipped,  to  contemplate.  No 
matter.  Danger  and  hardship  lent  it  a charm,  and 
the  adventurous  march  was  resolved  on,  and  the  ex- 
ecution commenced.  First,  the  ominous  desert  was 
passed,  its  character  vindicating  its  title  to  its 
mournful  appellation — an  arid  plain  of  ninety  miles 
strewed  with  the  bones  of  animals  perished  of  hun 
ger  and  thirst — little  hillocks  of  stone,  and  the  soli 
tary  cioss,  erected  by  pious  hands,  marking  the  spot 
where  some  Christian  had  fallen,  victim  of  the  sa 
vage,  of  the  robber,  or  of  the  desert  itself — no  water 
— no  animal  life — no  sign  of  habitation.  There  the 
Texan  prisoners,  driven  by  the  cruel  Salazar,  had 
met  their  direst  sufienngs,  unrelieved,  as  in  othe 
parts  of  their  march  in  the  settled  parts  of  the  coun 
try,  by  the  compassionate  ministrations  (for  where 
is  it  that  woman  it  not  compassionate.^)  of  the  pity 
ing  women.  The  desert  was  passed,  and  the  place 
for  crossing  the  river  approached.  A little  arm  of 
the  river,  Bracito  (in  Spanish)  made  out  from  its 
side.  There  the  enemy,  in  superior  numbers,  and 
confident  in  cavalry  and  artillery,  undertook  to  bar 
the  way.  Vain  pretension!  Their  discovery,  attack, 
and  rout,  were  about  simultaneous  operations.  A 
few  minutes  did  the  work!  And  in  this  way  our 
Missouri  volunteers  of  the  Chihuahua  column  spent 
their  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1846. 

The  victory  of  the  Bracito  opened  the  way  to  the 
crossing  of  the  river  Dei  Abrie,  and  to  admission  into 
the  beautiful  little  town  of  the  Paso  del  Mrle,  where 
a neat  cultivation,  a comfortable  people,  fields,  or- 
chards and  vineyards,  and  a hospitable  reception, 
ofiered  the  rest  and  refreshment  which  toils,  and 
dangers,  and  victory  bad  won.  You  rested  there  lilt 
artillery  was  brought  down  from  Santa  Fe;  but  the 
pretty  town  of  the  Paso  del  Mrte,  with  all  its  enjoy- 
ments, and  they  were  many,  and  the  greater  for  the 
place  in  which  they  were  found,  was  not  a Capua  to 
the  men  of  Missouri.  You  moved  forward  in  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  battle  of  the  Sacramento,  one  of  the 
military  marvels  of  the  age,  cleared  the  road  to  Chi- 
huahua, which  was  entered  without  further  resist- 
ance. It  had  been  entered  once  before  by  a detach- 
ment of  American  troops;  but  under  circumstances 
how  different!  In  the  year  1807,  Lieut.  Pike  and  his 
thirty  brave  men,  taken  prisoners  on  the  head  of  the 
Rio  del  Mrle,  had  been  marched  captives  into  Chi- 
huahua: in  the  year  1847,  Doniphan  and  his  men 
enter  it  as  conquerors.  The  paltry  triumph  of  a 
Captain  General  over  a Lieutenant,  was  effaced  in 
the  triumphal  entrance  of  a thousand  Missourians 
into  the  grand  and  ancient  capital  of  all  the  Internal 
Provinces!  and,  old  men,  still  alive,  could  remark 
the  grandeur  of  the  American  spirit  under  both 
events — the  proud  and  lofty  bearing  of  the  captive 
thirty — the  mildness  and  moderation  of  the  conquer- 
ing thousand. 

Chihuahua  was  taken,  and  responsible  duties,  more 
delicate  than  those  of  arms,  were  to  be  performed. 
Many  American  citizens  were  there,  engaged  in 
trade;  much  American  property  was  there.  All  this 
was  to  be  protected,  both  lives  and  property,  and  by 


peaceful  arrangement;  for  the  command  was  too 
small  to  admit  of  division,  and  of  leaving  a garrison. 
Conciliation,  and  negotiation  were  resorted  to,  and 
successfully.  Every  American  interest  was  provid- 
ed for,  and  placed  under  the  safeguard, of  good 
will,  and  next,  of  guarantees  not  to  be  violated  with 
impunity. 

Chihuahua  gained,  it  becanme  like  Santa  Fe,  not 
the  terminating  point  of  a long  expedition,  but  the 
beginning  point  of  a new  one.  Gen.  Taylor  was 
somewhere — no  one  knew  where — but  some  seven 
or  eight  hundred  miles  towards  the  other  side  of 
Mexico.  You  had  heard  that  he  had  been  defeated, 
that  Buena  Vista  had  not  been  a good  prospect  to  him. 
Like  good  Americans,  you  did  not  believe  a word  of 
it;  but,  like  good  soldiers,  you  thought  it  best  to  go 
and  see.  A volunteer  party  of  fourteen,  headed  by 
Collins,  of  Boonville,  undertake  to  penetrate  to  Sal- 
tillo, and  lo  bring  you  information  ol  his  condition. — 
They  set  out.  Amidst  innumerable  dangers  they 
accomplish  their  purpose;  and  return.  You  march. 
A vanguard  of  one  hundred  men,  led  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Mitchell,  led  the  way.  Then  came 
the  main  body,  (if  the  name  is  not  a burlesque  on 
such  a handfui)  commanded  by  Colonel  Doniphan 
himself. 

The  whole  table  land  of  Mexico,  in  all  its  breadth, 
from  west  to  east,  was  lo  be  traversed.  A numer- 
ous and  hostile  population  in  towns — treacherous 
Camanclies  in  the  mountains — were  to  be  passed. — 
Every  thing  was  to  be  self-provided — provisions, 
transportation,  fresh  horses  for  remounts,  and  even 
the  means  of  victory — and  all  without  a military 
chest,  or  even  an  empty  box,  in  which  government 
gold  had  ever  reposed.  All  was  accomplished. — 
Mexican  towns  were  passed,  in  order  and  quiet: 
plundering  Camanches  were  punished:  means  were 
obtained  from  traders  to  liquidate  indispensable 
contributions:  and  the  wants  that  could  not  be  sup- 
plied, were  endured  like  soldiers  of  veteran  ser- 
vice. 

I say  the  Camanches  were  punished.  And  here 
presents  itsell  an  episode  of  a novel,  extraordinary, 
and  romantic  kind — Americans  chastising  savages 
for  plundering  people  whom  they  themselves  came  to 
conquer,  and  lorciiig  the  restitution  of  captives  and 
of  plundered  properly.  A strange  story  this  to  tell 
in  Europe,  where  back-woods  character,  western 
character,  is  not  yet  completely  known.  But  to  ibe 
facts.  In  the  muskeel  forest  of  the  Bolson  de  Mapimi, 
and  in  the  sierras  around  the  beautiful  town  and  fer- 
tile district  of  Parras,  and  in  all  the  open  country  for 
hundreds  of  mites  round  about,  the  savage  Caman- 
ches have  held  dominion  ever  since  the  usurper  San- 
ta Anna  disarmed  the  people;  and  sally  forth  from 
iheir  fastnesses  to  slaugnter  men,  plunder  cattle  and 
carry  off  women  and  children.  An  exploit  of  ’ this 
kind  had  just  been  performed  on  the  line  of  the  Mis- 
sourians’ inarch,  not  far  from  Parras,  and  an  ad- 
vanced party  chanced  to  be  in  that  town  at  the  time 
the  news  of  the  uepredation  arrived  there.  It  was 
only  fifteen  strong.  Moved  by  gratitude,  for  the 
kind  aUenlioiis  ol  the  people,  especially  the  women, 
lo  the  sick  of  General  Wool’s  command,  necessarily 
left  in  Parras,  and  unwilling  to  be  outdone  by  ene- 
mies in  generosity,  the  heroic  fifteen,  upun  the  spot, 
volunteered  to  go  back,  hunt  out  the  depredators’, 
and  punish  them,  without  regard  lo  numbers,  a’ 
grateful  Mexican  became  their  guide.  On  their 
way  they  fell  in  with  fifteen  more  of  their  comrades- 
and,  in  a short  lime,  seventeen  Camanches  killed  out 
of  sixty-five,  eighteen  captives  restored  to  their 
families,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle 
recovered  for  their  owners,  was  the  fruit  of  this  sud- 
den and  romantic  episode. 

Such  noble  conduct  was  not  without  its  effects  on 
the  minds  of  the  astonished  Mexicans.  An  ofl5ciai 
document  from  the  Prefect  of  the  place  lo  Captain 
Reid,  leader  of  this  detachment,  attests  the  verity  of 
the  fact,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  Mexicans,  and  con- 
stitutes a trophy  of  a new  kind  in  the  annals  of  war. 
Here  it  is  in  the  original  Spanish,  and  1 will  read  it 
off  in  English. 

It  is  officially  dated  from  the  Prefecture  of  the  de- 
partment of  Parras,  signed  by  the  Prefect,  Jose  ig- 
nacio  Arrabe,  and  addressed  to  Capt.  Reid,  the  ISth 
May,  and  says: 

“At  the  first  notice  that  the  barbarians,  after  kill- 
ing many,  and  taking  captives,  were  returning  to 
their  haunts,  you  generously  and  bravely  oflered 

with  fifteen  of  your  subordinates,  lo  fight  them  on 
their  crossing  by  the  Pozo,  executing  this  enterprise 
with  celerity,  address  and  bravery  worthy  of  all 
eulogy,  and  worthy  of  the  brilliant  issue  which  all 
celebrate.  You  recovered  many  animals  and  much 
plundered  property;  and  eighteen  captives  were  re- 
stored to  liberty  and  lo  social  enjoyments,  their  souls 
overflowing  with  a lively  sentiment  of  joy  and  gra- 
titude, which  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  equailv 
breathe,  in  favor  of  their  generous  deliverers  and 
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their  valliant  chief.  The  half  of  Ihe  Indians  killed 
in  the  combat,  and  those  which  lly  wounded,  do  not 
calm  the  pain  which  all  feel  for  the  wound  which 
your  excellency  received  defending  Christians  and 
civilized  beings  against  the  rage  and  brutality  of  sa- 
vages. All  desire  the  speedy  establishment  of  your 
health;  and  although  they  know  that  in  your  own  no- 
ble soul  will  be  four  d the  best  reward  of  your  con- 
duct, they  desire  also  to  address  you  the  expression 
of  their  gratitude  and  high  esteem.  I am  honored 
in  being  the  organ  of  the  public  sentiment,  and  pray 
you  to  accept  it,  with  the  assurance  of  ray  most  dis- 
tinguished esteem. 

“God  and  Liberty!” 

This  is  a trophy  of  a new  kind  in  war,  won  by  thir- 
ty Missourians,  and  worthy  to  be  held  up  to  the  ad- 
miration of  Christendom. 

The  long  march  from  Chihuahua  to  Monterey  was 
made  more  in  the  character  of  protection  and  deli- 
verance than  of  conquest  and  invasion.  Armed 
enemies  were  not  met,  and  peaceful  people  were  not 
disturbed.  You  arrived  in  Ihe  month  of  May  in 
General  Taylor’s  camp,  and  about  in  a condition  to 
vi.idicate,  each  of  you  for  himself,  your  lawful  title 
to  the  double  soubriquet  of  the  general,  with  the  ad- 
dition to  it  which  the  colonel  of  the  expedition  has 
supplied — ragged — as  well  as  rough  and  ready. — 
No  doubt  you  all  shewed  title,  at  that  time,  to  that 
third  soubriquet;  but  to  see  you  now,  so  gaily  attired, 
so  sprucely  equipped,  one  might  suppose  that  you 
had  never,  for  an  instant,  been  a stranger  to  the  vir- 
tues of  soap  and  water,  or  the  magic  minisirations 
of  the  biauchisseuse,  and  the  elegant  transformations 
of  the  fashionaole  tailor.  Thanks,  perhaps,  to  the 
difference  between  pay  in  the  lump  at  the  end  of 
service,  and  driblets  along  in  the  course  of  it. 

You  arrived  in  General  Taylor’s  camp  ragged  and 
rough,  as  we  can  well  conceive,  and  ready,  as  I can 
quickly  shew.  You  reported  for  duty!  you  asked 
for  service! — such  as  a march  upon  San  Lui.s  de  Po- 
tosi,  Zacatecas,  or  the  “halls  of  the  Montezumas;” 
or  anything  in  that  way  that  the  general  should  have 
a mind  to.  If  he  was  going  upon  any  excursion  of 
that  kind,  all  right.  No  matter  about  fatigues  that 
were  passed,  or.  expirations  of  service  that  might 
accrue:  you  came  to  go,  and  only  asked  the  privi- 
lege. That  is  what  I call  ready.  Unhappily  the 
conqueror  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Mon- 
terey, and  Buena  Vista,  was  not  exactly  in  the  con- 
dition that  the  lieutenant  general,  that  might  have 
been,  intended  him  to  be.  He  was  not  at  the  head 
of  20,000  men!  he  was  not  at  the  head  of  any  thou- 
sands that  would  enable  him  to  march!  and  had  to 
decline  the  proffered  service.  Thus  the  long  march- 
ed and  well  fought  volunteers — the  rough,  the  reauy, 
and  the  ragged — had  to  turn  their  faces  towards 
home,  still  more  than  two  thousand  miles  distant. — 
But  this  being  mostly  by  water,  you  hardly  count  it 
in  the  recital  of  your  march.  But  this  is  an  unjust 
omission,  and  against  the  precedents  as  well  as  un- 
just. “The  ten  thousand”  counted  the  voyage  on 
the  Black  Sea  as  well  as  the  march  from  Babylon; 
and  twenty  centuries  admit  the  validity  of  .the 
count.  The  present  age,  and  posterity,  will  include 
in  “the  going  out  and  coming  in”  of  the  Missouri 
Chihuahua  volunteers,  the  water  voyage  as  well  as 
the  land  march;  and  then  the  expedition  of  the  one 
thousand  will  exceed  that  of  the  ten  by  some  two 
thousand  miles. 

The  last  nine  hundred  miles  of  your  land  march, 
from  Chihuahua  to  Matamoros,  you  made  in  forty- 
five  days,  bringing  seventeen  pieces  of  artillery, 
eleven  of  vvhicb  were  taken  from  the  Sacramento 
and  Bracilo.  Your  horses,  travelling  the  whole  dis- 
tance without  United  States  provender,  were  aston- 
ished to  find  themselves  regaled,  on  their  arrival 
on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  with  hay,  corn,  and 
oats  from  the  States.  You  marched  turther  than 
the  farthest,  fought  as  well  as  the  best,  left  order 
and  quiet  in  your  train,  and  cost  less  money  than 
any. 

You  arrive  here  to-day,  absent  one  year,  march- 
ing and  fighting  all  the  time,  bringing  trophies  of 
cannon  and  standards  from  fields  whose  names  were 
unknown  to  you  before  you  set  out,  and  only  griev- 
ing that  you  could  not  have  gone  further.  Ten 
pieces  of  cannon,  rolled  out  of  Chihuahua  to  arrest 
your  march,  now  roll  through  the  streets  of  St. 
Louis,  to  grace  your  triumphal  return.  Many 
standards,  all  pierced  with  bullets  while  waiving 
over  the  heads  of  the  enemy  at  the  Sacramento, 
new  waive  at  the  head  of  your  column.  The  black 
flag,  brought  to  the  Bracito,  to  indicate  the  rufusal 
of  that  quarter  which  its  bearers  so  soon  needed 
and  received,  now  takes  its  place  among  your  tro- 
phies, and  hangs  drooping  in  their  nobler  presence. 
To  crown  the  whole— to  make  public  and  private 
happiness  go  together— to  spare  the  cypress  where 
the  laurel  bangs  in  clusters— this  long  perilous 


march,  with  all  its  acccidents  of  field  and  camp, 
presents  an  incredibly  small  list  of  comrades  lost. — 
Almost  all  return!  and  the  joy  of  families  resounds 
interminged  with  the  applause  of  the  state. 

I have  said  that  you  made  your  long  expedition 
without  government  orders;  and  so  indeed  you  did. 
You  received  no  orders  from  your  government,  but, 
without  knowing  it,  you  were  fulfilling  its  orders — 
orders  which  never  reached  you.  Happy  the  soldier 
who  executes  Ihe  command  of  his  government;  hap- 
pier still  he  who . anticipates  command,  and  does 
what  is  wanted  before  he  is  bid.  This  is  your  case. 
You  did  the  right  thing,  at  the  right  time,  and  what 
the  government  intended  you  to  do,  and  without 
knowing  its  intentions.  The  facts  are  these:  Early 
in  the  month  of  November  last,  the  president  asked 
my  opinion  on  the  manner  of  conducting  the  war.  I 
submitted  a plan  to  him,  which,  in  addition  to  other 
things,  required  all  the  disposable  troops  in  New 
Mexico,  and  all  the  Americans  in  that  quarter  who 
could  be  engaged  for  a dashing  expedition,  to  move 
down  through  Chihuahua  and  the  Slate  of  Durango, 
and  if  necessary  to  Zacatecas,  and  get  into  commu- 
nication with  General  Taylor’s  right  as  early  as  pos- 
sible in  the  month  of  March.  In  fact  the  disposable 
Missourians  in  New  Mexico  were  to  be  one  of  three 
columns  destined  for  a combined  movement  on  the 
city  of  Mexico,  all  to  be  on  the  table  land,  and  ready 
for  the  movement  in  ihe  month  of  March.  The  presi- 
dent approved  the  plan,  and  the  Missourians  being 
most  distant,  orders  were  despatched  to  New  Mexico 
to  put  them  in  motion.  Mr.  Solomon  Sublette  car- 
ried the  order,  and  delivered  it  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Santa  Fe,  Col.  Price,  on  the  23d  day  Febru- 
ary— ^just  five  days  before  you  fought  the  marvellous 
battle  of  Sacramento. 

1 well  remember  what  passed  between  the  presi- 
dent and  myself  at  the  time  he  resolved  to  give  this 
order.  It  awakened  his  solicitude  for  your  safely. 
It  was  to  send  a small  body  of  men  a great  distance, 
into  the  heart  of  a hostile  country  and  upon  the  con- 
tingency of  uniting  in  a combined  movement,  the 
means  for  which  had  not  yet  been  obtained  from 
congress.  The  president  made  it  a question,  and 
very  properly,  whether  it  was  safe,  or  prudent,  to 
start  the  small  Missouri  column  before  the  move- 
ment of  the  lelt  and  centre  was  assured.  I answer- 
ed that  my  own  rule  in  public  affairs  was  to  do  what 
1 thought  was  right,  and  leave  it  with  others  to  do 
what  they  thought  was  right;  and  that,  I believed  it 
the  proper  course  for  him  to  follow  on  the  present 
occasion.  On  this  view  he  acted.  He  gave  the  or- 
der to  go,  without  waiting  to  see  whether  congress 
would  furnish  the  means  of  executing  the  combined 
plan;  and,  for  his  consolation,  I undertook  to  guaran- 
ty your  safety.  Let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  1 
promised  him  that  you  would  take  care  of  yourselves. 
Though  the  other  parts  of  the  plan  should  fail — 
though  you  should  become  far  involved  in  the  ad- 
vance, and  deeply  compromised  in  the  enemy’s  coun- 
try, and  without  support — still  I relied  on  your  cour- 
age, skill,  and  enterprise  to  extricate  yourselves  from 
every  danger — to  make  daylight  through  all  the 
Mexicans  that  should  stand  before  you — cut  your 
way  out — and  make  good  your  retreat  to  Taylor’s 
camp.  This  is  what  I promised  the  president  in 
November  last,  and  what  you  have  so  manfully 
fulfilled.  And  here  is  a little  manuscript  volume 
(the  duplicate  of  it  in  the  bands  of  the  presi- 
dent) from  which  1 will  read  you  a page,  to  show 
you  that  you  are  the  happy  soldier  who  have  done 
the  will  uf  the  government,  without  knowing  its 
will. 

“The  Right  Wing. — To  be  composed  of  all  the 
disposable  troops  in  New  Mexico — to  advance  ra- 
pidly through  the  Stales  of  Chihuahua  and  Duran- 
go, and  towards  Zacatecas,  and  to  attain  a position 
about  on  a line  with  General  Taylor  in  the  month  of 
March,  and  be  ready  for  a push  on  the  capital.  This 
column  to  move  light — to  have  no  rear — to  keep  it- 
self mounted  from  horses  in  the  country — and  to  join 
the  centre  column,  or  cut  its  way  out  if  the  main 
object  fails.” 

This  is  what  was  proposed  for  you  in  the  month  of 
November  last,  and  what  1 pledged  myself  to  the 
president  that  you  would  perform;  and  nobly  have 
you  redeemed  the  pledge. 

But  this  was  not  the  first,  or  the  only  time,  that  I 
pledged  myself  lor  you.  As  far  back  as  June,  1646, 
when  a separate  expedition  to  Chihuahua  was  first 
projected,  I told  the  president  that  it  was  urineces- 
ary — that  the  Missouri  troops  under  Gen.  Kearny, 
would  take  that  place,  in  addition  to  the  conquest  of 
New  Mexico— and  that  he  might  order  the  column 
under  Gen.  Wool  to  deflect  to  the  left,  and  join  Gen. 
Taylor  as  soon  as  he  pleased.  Again;  wnen  1 re- 
ceived a letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell,  dated  in 
November  last,  and  informing  me  that  be  was  leav- 
ing Santa  Fe  with  one  hundred  men,  to  open  a com- 
aiuhicatioh  with  Gen.  W99I;  i ffad  Ibal  leBer  to  the , 


president,  and  told  him  that  they  would  do  it.  And 
again:  when  he  heard  that  Col.  Doniphan,  with  a 
thousand  men,  after  curbing  the  Navahos,  was  turn- 
ing down  towards  the  south,  and  threatening  the  an- 
cient capital  of  the  Captains  General  of  the  Internal 
Provinces,  I told  him  they  would  take  it.  In  short, 
my  confidence  in  Missouri  enterprise,  courage,  and 
skill,  was  boundless.  My  promises  were  boundless. 
Your  performance  has  been  boundless.  And  now  let 
boundless  honor  and  joy  salute,  as  it  does,  your  re- 
turn to  the  soil  of  your  stale,  and  to  the  bosom  of 
'your  families. 

COL.  Doniphan's  replt. 

In  response  to  this  address.  Colonel  Doniphan 
said: 

Fellow  Citizens:  I return  you,  on  behalf  of  my 
command,  our  most  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  distin- 
guished reception  which  we  have  this  day  received 
at  your  hands.  Such  a reception  entitles  you  to  our 
warmest  gratitude,  and  is  deeply  felt  by  those  to 
whom  it  is  extended.  The  honor  conferred  is  great- 
ly enhanced  by  the  consideration  of  the  medium 
through  which  it  is  presented.  No  selfish  conside- 
rations could,  we  are  satisfied,  have  induced  the  ho- 
norable senator  to  have  passed-this  flattering  eulogy 
upon  us.  The  part  which  be  has  taken  here  to-day, 
can  add  nothing  to  his  fame.  From  an  early  day, 
bis  history  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  and  a feeling  of  state  pride 
has  induced  him  to  give  a favorable  consideration 
to  the  services  rendered  by  the  volunteers  of  Mis- 
souri. To  him,  and  yourselves,  I again  return  our 
warmest  thanks.  The  minute  description  given  by 
Ibe  orator  of  scenes  through  which  we  have  pass- 
ed, has  excited  our  wonder.  Indeed,  so  correct  and 
minute  are  his  details,  that  they  resemble  history, 
and  1 might'hlmost  say  that  they  have  become  a part 
of  history. 

The  few  brief  remarks  which  I shall  make  to  you, 
fellow  citizens,  will  of  necessity,  be  disconnected. 
Man  seldom  speaks  of  himself,  without  vanity;  and 
it  is  a habit  in  which  I do  not  often  indulge.  Offi- 
cers of  the  regular  army,  whose  lives  are  devoted 
to  their  country,  may,  by  their  prowess — by  their 
long  continuance  in  the  service,  obtain  promotion. 
The  ladder  of  fame  is  before  them;  and  by  their 
deeds  of  chivalry,  they  may  at  length  reach  the  top- 
most round.  Not  so  with  volunteers.  They  only 
enlist  for  a limited  period,  at  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try in  her  emergency;  and  then  return,  to  mingle 
with  their  friends.  The  only  reward  that  awaits 
a volunteer,  is  the  gratitude,  and  warm  reception, 
and  honor  of  his  fellow  citizens.  If  our  services 
have  merited  honor,  then  we  have  been  more  than 
repaid. 

Upon  returning  from  ouc  arduous  campaign,  and 
when  entering  upon  the  bosom  of  that  noble  stream 
that  washes  the  borders  of  your  city — when,  in  pass- 
ing the  magnificent  country  seats,  bright  eyes  and 
smiling  faces  greeted  us,  and  white  handkerchiefs 
were  waived  in  honor  of  there  turning  volunteers,  we 
fell  that  we  were  sufficiently  rewarded  for  all  our 
toils.  When  wearrived  allhegreatcityofN. Orleans, 
we  were  all  unknown.  That  city  is  the  thorough- 
fare through  which  have  passed  the  heroes  of  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  Buena  Vista, 
and  Cerro  Gordo — indeed,  the  heroes  of  all  the  bril- 
liant victories  achieved  in  Mexico — and  it  was  to  be 
supposed,  that  they  would  have  been  wearied  long 
ago.  Yet  iheir  patriotism,  their  regard  for  their 
country,  is  unceasing.  There  was  not  a volunteer 
in  this  corps  who  was  notpioffered  a welcome  hand. 
The  hospitalities  of  the  city  were  extended  to  all. — 
Men  who  arrived  there  in  rags,  were  clothed — the 
wealthiest  merchants,  who  nevpr  had  seqn  them, 
proffered  them  every  thing  they  wished  for  their 
comfort  and  on  cie.(tit. 

Fellow  Citizens:  It  has  been  said  of /republics, 
which  have  existed  heretofore,  that  they  have  been 
ungrateful.  However  true  the  charge  may  be  with 
regard  to  former  republics,  it  is  not  true  of  our 
own.  Patriotism,  talent,  and  virtue,  have  ever  been 
remembered,  in  this  government;  and  they  ever  will 
be. 

It  is  not  for  me,  fellow  citizens,  to  discuss  the  me- 
rits of  this  war.  But,  it  IS  natural  that  I,  for  one, 
should  say,  something  in  relation  to  it.  It  is  a 
strange  war;  when  first  eommenced,  it  was  denounc- 
ed by  a large  parly  in  our  county — the  parly  to 
which  1 belong — as  a war  for  political  purposes — - 
But,  when  soldiers  were  to  be  raised  for  its  prosecu- 
tion, you  find  that  men  of  all  parties — the  opposers 
and  the  advocates,  the  accusers  and  the  accused — 
were  ready  to  engage  in  the  war,  to  rally  under  the 
same  standard,  to  fight  in  the  same  tented  field, — 
What  a spectacle  lor  the  people  of  the  old  world  to 
gaze  upon. 

Men  who  were  engrossed  in  the  strife  of  political 
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Filz  James,  to  lay  aside  those  prejudices,  for  the 
time,  when  a common  enemy  was  to  be  engaged — 
to  renew  their  dissensions,  if  ever,  when  peace 
•hould  be  restored.  Fellow  citizens — I wish  that 
the  same  patriotic  feeling  had  existed  in  the 
councils  of  his  nation:  I wish  that  Mexico  could 
have  seen  the  same  unanimity  in  our  people,  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  war,  that  they  hare  seen  in  our 
forces,  in  the  held.  1 recollect  well,  the  impression 
Bade  on  my  mind,  on  one  occasion,  when  an  express 
sent  by  me  to  General  Wool,  brought  me  such  stray 
papers  as  had  found  their  way  to  the  general's  camp 
— the  latest  dates  were  to  the  29th  of  November — 
consequently,  we  had  seen  nothing  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  session  of  congress,  or  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message.  The  first  thing  1 cast  my  eye  upon 
was  a speech  of  Mr.  Corwin,  senator  from  Ohio, 
denouncing  the  war,  and  those  engaged  in  it,  as  lit 
Ue  better  than  a band  of  robbers.  Gentlemen,  a 
winter  shower  bath  would  hare  been  pleasant  com 
pared  with  my  sensations  on  reading  it!  Freezing — 
chilling!  Such  speeches  might  have  been  deemed 
patriotic  in  the  United  States;  but,  place  yourselves 
where  we  have  been,  and  endure  what  we  have  un- 
dergone, and  then  imagine  our  sensations.  We  were 
in  a city  numbering  in  population  at  least  twenty 
times  our  forces,  and  surrounded  by  enemies  on  all 
sides.  We  had  crossed  the  Sierra  Madre,  and 
found,  when  we  had  arrived  at  Chihuahua,  that 
we  were  looked  upon  as  little  better  than  a band 
of  robbers!  Fellow  citizens,  the  speeches  which 
are  made  in  opposition  to  this  war,  are  said  to 
emanate  from  the  peace  party;  but  I say  that  they 
are  made  by  those  who  are  postponing  the  peace 
eternally! 

If  the  honorable  senator’s  (turning  to  Mr.  Benton) 
plans  had  been  adopted,  the  war  would  have  ter- 
minated long  ago.  If  our  government  had  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  each 
90,000  men,  they  would  ere  this,  have  subdued  the 
whole  Mexican  power.  To  talk  about  guerrilla 
warfare  is  nonsense,  against  such  forces  as  this.  If 
General  Taylor,  with  4,500  men,  whipped  Santa 
Anna  at  Buena  Vista,  with  20,000  he  would  have 
hunted  him  down  and  crushed  him!  If  Gen.  Scott  had 
bad  a sufficient  force  on  his  march  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  Mexico,  to  establish  a line  of  communication  be- 
tween his  army  and  Vera  Cruz,  he  would,  long  ere 
this,  have  marched  into  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  there 
dictated  the  terms  of  peace. 

Fellow  citizens!  What  have  we  gained  by  this 
war?  Of  General  Taylor  1 can  safely  speak,  having 
been  through  all  bis  lines  of  operation.  He  has 
gained  four  distinguished  victories — perhaps  the 
most  brilliant  victories  that  have  ever  been  gained 
on  this  continent — and  yet  he  has  gained  nothing. — 
Why,  sir,  (turning  to  Mr.  Benton,)  is  it  that  the  ef- 
forts of  our  army  arc  like  the  eUorls  of  a fevered 
patient,  who  spends  all  bis  strength  in  spasms,  and 
as  soon  as  they  are  over,  is  prostrated?  After  the 
brilliant  victories  which  they  have  achieved,  they 
have  been  forced  for  the  want  of  men,  ammunition, 
money,  and  conveyance,  to  lie  idle  until  the  enemy 
have  been  able  to  gain  strength  anew,  and  then  the 
battles  have  to  be  fought  over  again.  In  our  victo- 
ries, nothing  has  been  gained.  Suppose  General 
Taylor  remains  where  he  is,  will  we  have  gained 
any  thing?  He  has  been  there  ever  since  last  Sep- 
tember, and  unless  some  better  means  are  afford- 
ed him,  he  will  remain  there  until  next  October! — 
The  expenses  of  this  war  are  enormous.  1 have  been 
told  that  $1,000,000  a week  has  been  paid  to  sus- 
tain the  war,  and  yet  General  Taylor  lies  in  the  very 
position  where  he  was  eight  months  ago,  and  there 
be  must  lie. 

Although  I have  not  been  over  Gen.  Scott’s  line 
of  operations,  yet  it  is  clear  that  he  cannot  sustain 
himself  front  bis  want  of  means.  He  may  take  the 
city  of  Mexico,  but  he  cannot  sustain  himself  then — 
take  it  be  may,  but  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  keep  it. 
For  Santa  Anna,  although  he  was  stoned  when  he 
went  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  from  some  cause  has 
gained  new  strength,  (some  have  thought  that  it 
arose  from  Gen.  Scott’s  proclamation,)  and  he  will 
soon  have  an  army  sufficient  to  cope  with  General 
Scott. 

It  is  true, fellow  citizens,  that  this  war  has  not  been 
without  its  effect.  It  has  had  a great  moral  effect 
upon  Europe.  We  now  present  to  the  world  a spec- 
tacle such  as  we  have  never  before  presented.  It 
has  been  said,  that  tbe  United  States  could  not  wage 
a war  of  invasion.  We  have  shown  that  wo  have 
waged  it  successfully.  We  have  shown  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  world,  that  volunteer  troops  can 
be  depended  upon — that  private  citizens  can  be  trans- 
formed into  good  soldiers  by  a proper  diseipline.  We 
have  shown  it  at  tbe  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  where 
the  whole  force  was  couipused  of  volunteers;  and  1 
defy  tbe  world  to  produce  a parallel  to  that  Daitle . 


The  whole  left  wing  was  turned,  and  the  myriads  of 
Santa  Anna’s  army  came  pouring  down  on  that  hand- 
ful of  volunteers,  almost  surrounding  them  on  all 
sides;  yet  they  were  sufficient  to  drive  this  superior 
force,  and  victory  perched  on  their  standards.  This, 
fellow  citizens,  was  done  by  volunteers  alone;  it  was 
done  by  volunteers  disciplined  in  the  schoolof  Taylor, 
and  of  that  scientific  officer  and  accomplished  gentle 
man,  Gen.  Wool. 

Fellow  citizens — I deem  it  unnecessary  to  con- 
sume your  time  by  the  detailed  account  of  our  ope- 
rations as  1 had  intended  to  do  before  I closed,  for 
Col.  Benton  has  anticipated  me  in  many  of  the  re- 
marks which  I had  intended  to  make.  But,  I think 
it  my  duty  to  address  something  to  the  soldiers  who 
have  been  under  my  command.  It  is  natural,  that 
many  of  you  whom  I now  address  will  never  meet 
again.  It  is  natural  that  I should  be  endeared  to 
you,  after  having  been  united  with  you  for  more 
than  a year,  and  by  the  battles  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged — by  the  sufferings  which  we  have  en- 
dured. 

You  have  endured  much  toil  and  hardship.  It  is 
now  about  to  terminate.  You  have  arrived  once 
more  in  the  land  of  civilized  society,  and  again  we 
are  citizens  mingling  with  our  fellow  citizens.  Your 
lot  has  been  a bard  one  in  many  respects. 

Before  reaching  New  Mexico,  by  two  hundred 
miles,  you  were  on  half  rations,  and  never  after- 
wards, fora  single  day,  during  our  long  and  arduous 
march  to  Saltillo,  did  you  receive  full  rations.  Yet 
all  this  you  have  borne,  and  you  have  borne  it 
with  fortitude.  The  order  whioh  you  received  to 
march  in  Major  Gilpin’s  command,  with  a large 
column,  over  the  Sierra  Madre,  covered  with  perpe- 
tual snow — proceeding  on  your  march  on  short  al- 
lowance, without  tents  or  transportation,  and  many 
other  comforts,  because  tbe  Government  was  una- 
ble to  furnish  them;  yet  you  bore  it  all,  and  were 
ready  to  resume  your  march  in  two  days,  on  the  city 
of  Chihuahua.  You  have  travelled  over  five  staUs 
of  Mexico,  and  five  very  large  ones,  in  point  of  ter- 
ritory. Perhaps  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  do  not  not 
know  what  a Bonava  is,  but  1 will  answer  for  every 
man  in  my  command,  knowing  wha.t  they  are.  I 
may  assure  you,  bad  you  crossed  them,  you  too, 
would  have  known  what  they  are.  The  shortest  one 
that  we  crossed  was  fifty  miles,  and  one  ninety  five 
miles,  which  we  crossed  in  three  days  in  December, 
without  wood,  without  water,  without  tents,  at  an 
elevation  of  7,000  feet  above  the  Atlantic  ocean.  In 
sending  expresses  to  the  distance  of  600  miles,  when 
I was  enabled  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of 
carrying  provisions  and  other  comforts  with  them 
over  immense  sand  prairies  covered  with  snow,  1 
have  never  made  a detail,  but  all  were  volunteers, 
or  when  1 have  sent  out  parties  for  tbe  purpose  of 
watching  tbe  enemy  who  have  had  to  starve  for 
days,  1 never  made  a detail  in  this  column,  but  all 
were  volunteers,  and  1 am  proud  to  say  it. 

But  your  labors  are  over,  you  are  now  again  to 
return  to  tbe  enjoyments  of  civilized  life;  you  are 
DOW  to  return  to  your  hornet;  you  are  now  to  make 
glad  the  hearts  of  your  fathers  and  mothers  and  sis- 
ters and  brothers:  you  are  again  to  mingle  together 
with  your  friends.  But  you  have  not  all  returned — 
many  a gallant  heart,  that  rallied  at  their  country’s 
call,  now  lies  cold  in  afar  distant  country,  whilst 
tbe  hearts  of  tbe  fathers  and  mothers,  and  sisters  and 
brothers  of  some  are  made  to  mourn,  others  are  to  be 
made  glad  by  the  return  of  their  friends.  No  soldier 
dreads  to  die  upon  the  battle  field;  but  to  be  worn 
down  by  slow  disease,  far  from  tbe  care  ol  friends 
and  the  comforts  of  home,  without  the  attendance 
necessary  to  tbe  sick  bed,  without  tbe  tender  care 
of  mother  or  sister — dragged  over  a rough  country 
in  rougher  wagons,  for  hundreds  of  miles  without 
water  to  moisten  the  fever-parched  mouth — to  be 
worn  down  thus  by  slow  disease,  this,  this,  is  death 
indeed.  And  many  a gallant  spirit  has  thus  yielded 
up  his  life,  and  lies  buried  in  tbe  arid  plains  of 
Mexico,  if  the  wild  fanaticism  of  the  country  have 
not  dragged  them  from  their  resting  place,  and  left 
them  to  bleach  io  tne  storms  and  winds  of  Heaven. 
They  will  be  remembered  gratefully  by  their  coun- 
try. Their  friends  will  have  the  eensolalion  of  know- 
ing that  they  yielded  up  their  lives  in  a patriotic 
cause.  But  you  have  been  more  fortunate.  You 
have  fulfilled  every  trust  with  faithfulness,  that  has 
been  reposed  in  you;  you  have  performed  faithfully 
every  duty  lequired  of  you.  You  carry  withyou  the 
graiiiude  of  jour  country;  you  carry  with  you  my 
gratitude,  which  never  can  be  effaced.  Your  noble, 
horoic,  conduct  on  the  battle  fields  of  Brazito  and 
Sacramento  will  ever  be  remembered  with  gratitude 
by  your  countrymen.  No  peculiar  generalship  was 
displayed  in  these  battles.  If  ever  the  rank  and  tile 
of  an  army  should  have  the  honor  of  a victory,  such 
should  be  the  case  at  the  battle  of  Sacramento.  At 
the  battle  field  we  found  the  enemy.  You  were 


marched  until  you  came  io  view  of  the  enemy’s  re- 
doubts planted  with  cannon.  You  were  told  that 
there  was  the  enemy.  You  were  inarched  until 
within  the  proper  distance  when  you  were  turned 
loose!  The  enemy  first  recoiled,  then  gave  way,  then 
fied.  'i'be  charge  was  impetuous.  The  battle  was 
won!  It  was  yours.  It  was  the  battle  of  Sacra- 
mento. Fellow  citizens,  I have  not  time  to  say  any 
thing  about  the  battle  of  O ka-cho-bee;  but  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  whatever  annoyance  it  has  been 
to  you,  however  our  fair  fame  may  seem  to  have 
been  tarnished,  you  will  remeinbar  that  the  battle  of 
O-ka-cho-bee,  and  the  battle  of  Brazito  were  both 
fought  on  Christinas  day.  Fellow  citizens,  1 will 
not  detain  you  longer;  may  your  destiny  be  onward, 
and  as  rapid  as  the  great  stream  that  washes  tbe 
border  of  your  great  city.  [Tremendous  applause.] 

As  soon  as  Col.  Doniphan’s  speech  was  concluded, 
Capt.  Hudson  was  called  for,  but  upon  his  sugges- 
tion, that  a very  agreeable  part  of  the  entertainment 
— the  collation — remained  to  be  discussed,  the  com- 
pany adjourned  to  the  St.  Louis  Park,  and  did  full 
justice  to  the  ample  cheer  provided  for  them. 

Speeches  and  toasts  followed  the  dinner.  In  an- 
swer to  calls  of  the  company,  Col.  Mitchell,  Major 
Clark, Capt.  Weighlman,  Capt.  Hudson,  Capt.  Reid, 
and  others,  made  speeches.  Responding  to  a senti- 
ment which  had  been  given,  Capt.  Reid  expressed 
his  high  gratification  at  the  cordial  reception  ot  the 
Missouri  volunteers  on  this  occasion.  He  took  the 
opportunity  to  allude  particularly  to  his  conduct 
while  at  Parras,  on  his  march  to  join  Gen.  Taylor’* 
column,  as  the  advance  of  Col.  Doniphan’s  command. 
He  spoke  of  the  former  kindness  of  the  inhabitants 
ol  Parras  to  Americans  and  strangers,  while  Texas 
and  Uoahuila,  (in  which  Parras  is  situated),  were  an 
integral  portion  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Upon 
Gen.  Wool’s  being  obliged  to  fall  back  from  this 
point,  and  to  leave  the  hospital  at  Parras,  he  spoko 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  kind  treatment  which  the 
soldiers  bad  received  at  their  hands — especially  at 
the  hands  of  the  ladies.  He  adverted  to  the  time  of 
his  arriving  at  this  place — when  the  Cumanche  In- 
dians had  been  oommitling  depredations  in  tbe  very 
sight  ol  the  town,  and  to  his  meeting  an  old  acquaint- 
ance Irom  Illinois,  (the  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peck  as 
he  was  understuodj,  who  had  been  left  behind*  in 
Gen.  Wool’s  hospital,  and  to  bis  being  introduced  into 
families  warmly  sympathising  with  the  Amerieans 
and  their  inslitulion*.  His  sympathies  were  aroused 
in  their  behalf,  he  said,  and  this  impulse  induced  him 
to  turn  out  against  the  Indians,  with  only  fifteen  men- 
afterwards  having  been  joined  by  15  Amerinans,  he 
attacked  and  delealed  the  Indians,  and  resiore’d  a 
large  heard  of  cattle  to  their  owners.  Capt.  Reid 
concluded  by  giving  a sentiment  in  honor  of  the  distin- 
guished senator  then  present. 

Col.  Benton  being  called  on  for  a toast,  said  that 
he  would  lake  great  pleasure  in  giving  one,  whioh 
he  was  sure  would  be  warmly  received  by  every 
person  who  had  witnessed  and  enjoyed  the  day’* 
celebration.  The  ceremoniea  of  the  Oav  had  been 
to  commemorate  a most  extraordinary  expedition- 
extraordinary  under  many  aspects,  and  especially 
under  that  of  unparalleled  eaemptiun  from  losses 
casualties  or  accidents.  The  celebration  of  the  Day 
had  been  attended  with  a similar  felicity.  In  the 
vast  muitiiude  which  had  turned  out — in  the  tens  of 
thousands  which  thronged  tne  streets,  iqilitary  and 
citizens,  horse,  foot  and  dragoons,  carnages  and  car- 
men, men,  women  and  children— and  m the  midst  of 
tiring  of  cannon,  healing  of  drums,  waving  of  stand- 
ai  ds,  not  an  accident  of  any  kind  had  occurred  io  mar 
the  universal  joy!  All  was  order  and  regularity  in 
the  midst  ol  a city  of  fifty  thousand  souls,  all  in  mo- 
tion to  honor  the  return  of  citizen  heroes  who  had 
gained  honor  for  themselves,  their  state  and  their 
country.  Thu  extraordinary  exemption  Irom  the 
slightest  accident — this  order  of  regularity  where 
coufusioi)  seemed  inevitable — is  clearly  due  to  tbe 
committee  of  arraiigeuienls,  the  marshal  of  the  day 
and  his  assistant  marshals,  and  well  were  they  en- 
titled to  what  he  knew  they  would  cordially  receive 

the  thanks  of  the  company  in  a toast  and  a class 

Col.  B.  then  gave: 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  the  marshal  of 
the  day  and  his  assistant  marshals:  to  whom  the  im- 
mense concourse  of  this  day  are  indebted  lor  the 
unalloyed  happiness  they  have  felt  in  a celebration 
as  happy  as  the  expedition  it  commemorates  is  glo- 
rious. [Drank  with  great  applause 

Colonel  Grimsley,  being  loudly  called  lor,  came 
forward  and  staled  concisely,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  make  a speech,  but  that  he  would  condense  the 
sentiment  of  all  in  this — •‘The  North  American  cou- 
tiweiil  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien — the  progress  of  the 
Anglo  Saxon  and  his  institutions!” 

Soon  after,  llie  crowd  dispersed,  and  Colonel  Z)o- 
niphan  and  a large  number  of  volunteers  took  pas- 
sage on  the  Little  Missouri  toe  home.  ^ 
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jVloNET  MATTERS.  The  Boslon  city  loan  o(  ,000,- 
000  ai  5 per  cent,  has  been  taken  by  various  bidders, 
at  from  90  to  99  per  cent. — general  average  94  cts. 
on  the  dollar.  It  is  to  be  applied  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  water  into  the  city. 

The  New  York  Herald,  of  the  15th,  states  that 
according  to  the  custom  house  returns,  about  25,- 
000,000  of  specie  has  been  received  in  this  country 
since  the  1st  of  January,  besides  about  5,000,000 
brought  by  emigrants. 

The  New  Yoik  Tribune  of  the  same  day,  says  that 
there  is  two  and  a hall  millions  of  specie  in  the  sub- 
treasury there.  The  receipts  at  custom  house  ave- 
rage $125,000  per  day.  Within  the  last  month  two 
millions  ip  specie  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
and  half  a million  to  the  Philadelphia  mint.  Yes- 
terday half  a million  was  paid  out  at  ihe  counter  of 
the  sub-treasury  on  drafts  from  Washington. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  says  that  government 
has  ordered  in  all  six  millions  to  that  point,  from  the 
north,  and  that  the  transportation  and  insurance  costs 
1>  per  cent.;  whole  cost  of  moving  it  $67,500. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  9th  says:  “One 
million  of  dollars  in  gold  arrived  here  yesterday  on 
the  steamboat  Paul  Jones,  Capt.  Williamson,  from 
Cincinnati.  It  is  for  account  of  the  government.” 

Government  FUNDS.  We  notice  some  fluttering 
in  Wall  street,  owing  it  is  said,  to  the  government 
having  ordered  on  a few  more  millions  of  specie 
from  thence  to  New  Orleans,  in  which  direction  se- 
veral millions  have  been  sent  within  a few  weeks, 
to  defray  the  war  expenditures. 

Amongst  the  intercepted  letters  captured  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Mexicans,  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin 
finds  the  following  purporting  to  be  from  Col.  Hunt, 
quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  to  Capt.  Hetzel,  at 
Vera  Cruz: 

Office^  of  the  Quartermaster  General, 

Weic  Orleans,  13th  May,  1847. 

Captain:  In  spite  of  my  former  calculations,] 
have  not  been  provided  with  funds.  On  the  28th  of 
March,  the  third  auditor  advised  me  that]  had  $750,- 

000  to  my  credit  on  his  books,  but  I received  no  in- 
formation from  the  treasurer  on  the  subject.  By  a 
letter  of  the  12th,  1 was  apprised  that  Col.  Stanton 
could  not  obtain  the  remittance,  so  that  I cannot  ex- 
pect it,  notwithstanding  the  many  motives,  1 had  to 
rely  on  it.  An  arrangement  has  been  effected  with 
Corcoran  & Riggs,  to  provide  for  one  million  of  dol- 
lars at  ditt'erent  periods,  from  3d  May  to  28th  June, 
nearly  two  months,  and  1 need  more  than  one  mil- 
lion per  month,  and  should  have  at  least  $150,000 
ready  at  any  moment.  1 have  received  $150,000  of 
the  above,  but  it  is  a drop  in  a bucket.  I sent  a 
share  of  it  to  Major  Eastman,  who  was  in  much 
want.  I hear  that  $500,000  more  have  been  receiv- 
ed, but  it  may  meet  the  same  fate  as  the  $750,000. 
If  1 obtain  the  amount,  a part  if  not  all,  will  go  by 
.Montgomery  in  the  Massachusetts,  or  earlier;  but  at 
any  rate,  1 shall  lose  no  time,  as  Capt.  Irwin  wants 
one  million  in  Vera  Cruz,  of  which  $500,000  to  be 
drawn  against,  from  the  interior,  in  the  course  of 
t le  month.” 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  10th,  noticing  the 
above,  says:  “Now,  the  records  of  the  treasury  show 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  sent  to  New 

01  leans,  from  the  4th  of  February  up  to  the  1st  Ju- 
ly, eight  millions  of  dollars,  being  largely  more  than 
“one  million  per  month, and  that  every  dollar  was 
sent  that  had  been  called  for.  If  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  sends  the  money  as  soon  as  the  requisi- 
tion is  made  upon  him,  what  exception  can  be  taken 
to  his  course?  The  truth  is,  the  rise  in  almost  every 
article  required  in  war  created  a demand  upon  the 
quartermaster’s  department  in  advance  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Ihe  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st 
July;  and  that  department  has  been  required  to 
make  payments  in  advance  of  its  anticipated  wants, 
and  in  advance  of  the  appropriations  for  the  new 
fiscal  year,  as  made  by  congress;  but  surely  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  is  in  no  way  accountable  for 
such  an  event.  His  duly  is  to  meet  the  requisiUoas 
actually  made  upon  him  under  the  appropriations; 
and  this  he  has  done,  and  will  continue  to  do.” 


aj)Stvvf3.— Fluctuation  of  prices  at  New  York 
the  last  few  weeks. 


Flour,  Genesee, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  &c. 
Corn  meal, 

Wheat,  white 

do.  western  mixed 
do.  00.  red 
Rye,  northern 
Corn  do. 

Barley,  western 
Oats,  iiortbern 


$9  60 
9 50 
6 00 
2 25 

2 00  a $2  03 
1 90  a 2 00 
1 35  a 1 37 
1 16  a 1 20 
85  a 90 
£3^  ^ 


$6  00 

5 62i  a $5  87^ 
3 00  a 3 50 
1 35  a 1 40 
1 00  a 1 30 
1 00  a 1 30 
82  a 84 
66  a 68 
62^ 


The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says  that  the 
total  receipts  there  by  the  Hudson  River,  from  the  open- 
ing of  navigation  this  season  up  to  the  15th  instant,  were 
1.306,628  barrels  of  flour,  1,135^563  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
1,666,724  bushels  of  corn. 

f’lour  is  quoted  to-day  at  5 50  at  Baltimore.  Red  wheat 
1 05;  yellow  corn  67  cts. 

Exports  of  breadstuffs  from  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  1st  Septem.,  1846,  to  the 
6th  July,  1847. 

I At  Albany. — “On  ’change  yesterday  morning  a wes- 
tern farmer,  who  had  been  tempted  beyond  the  safe  and 
quiet  confines  of  his  broad  and  productive  acres  into  the 
uncertain  whirlpool  of  the  grain  market,  offered  for  sale 
a let  of  6,000  bushelr  of  handsome  western  flat  corn.— 
During  the  rule  of  the  high  prices  of  May  and  June  he 
purchased  this  properly  at  91  a 93  cents  per  bushel. — 
Now  he  asked  but  54  a 55  cents,  and  was  offered,  as  the 
very  highest  figure,  62  a 53  cents!  Not  long  since,  the 
same  kind  of  corn  sold  readily  at  112|  cents!” 

[Srufesman. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says — “The 
price  of  corn  (maize)  is  now  so  different  from  the  expec- 
tation of  the  owners  far  west,  that  the  charges  are  more 
than  the  article  is  worth.  Large  parcels  of  corn  and 
some  other  produce  have  been  abandoned  to  the  for- 
warders, and  many  cargoes  the  consignees  would  sell  for 
the  charges.  The  original  purchase  money  is  a total  loss, 
and  where  the  owners  are  able,  they  will  suffer  a still  fur- 
ther loss  " 


Flour.  C.  Meal.  Wheat.  Corn. 

From — bbls.  bbis,  bush.  bush. 

New  York  1.221,702  320,497  1,628,280  5,985.988 

Philadelphia  277,4.55  226,649  477,316  970,310 

Baltimore  286,050  79,700  97,076  1,606,960 

Norfolk,  June  7,  44,737  21,289  1,362,761 

N.Orleans,  July  3,  549,804  37,607  458,257  3,928,382 

Boston  70,378  25,646  572.489 

Other  ports  49,743  47,508  37,879  531,285 


Total,  2,499,868  758,895  2,693,817  14,958,145 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — In  the  last  two  months  there  has 
arrived  at  Buffalo  over  one  million  of  barrels  of  flour, 
two  millions  of  bushels  of  wheat,  and  Indian  corn  im- 
measurable! 


New  York  Canal  Tolls — To'al  of  receipts  from 
opening  of  navigation,  to  the  SOih  June  each  year: 

Fourth  week  in  June.  Total  to  June  30lh. 


1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 


$48,102  56 
65,732  32 
53.244  18 
64,644  14 
63,566  33 
63,863  23 
89,564  30 
141,437  50 


$555,151  19 
699.504  97 
693,699  83 
612,896  01 
877,879  46 
862,787  18 
948,675  37 
1,304,320  74 


Pennstlvania  Tolls. — The  tolls  received  on  the 
state  canals  and  railioads  of  Pennsylvania  during  the 
seven  months  ending  on  the  30ih  of  June  amounted  to 
$836,683  99 — an  increase,  compared  with  the  corres- 
ponding period  in  1845  and  ’46,  of  $270,261  82. 


Baltimore  Taxes. — The  delay  in  making  the  new 
assessments  prevented  bills  being  rendered  by  the  1st 
July.  A notice  inserted  in  the  papers  a few  days  before 
that  date,  had  the  effect  of  inducing  payments  by  that 
day,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $200,000  on  account  of 
of  city  taxes,  and  $23,000  on  account  of  the  utale  tax. 
the  payers  calling  for  their  bills,  the  inducement  being 
an  allowance  of5  per  cent  for  payment  by  that  day. 


New  Hampshire  congressional  election.  The  elec- 
tion which  took  place  on  the  5th  iiisl.,  in  the  two  dis- 
tricts that  failed  to  elect  representatives  at  the  regular 
election,  has  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Amos  Tuck  and 
Gen.  Wilson,  both  anti-administration. 


Electric  telegraph.  1,500  miles  are  in  opera- 
tion in  this  country,  and  5,000  miles  under  contract, 
to  be  finished  in  less  than  twelve  months.  An  op- 
position line,  to  that  of  Morse’s,  the  Newark  Ad- 
vertiser says,  IS  about  to  be  established  between  N. 
York  and  Philadelphia,  crossing  the  North  river  at 
West  Point.  They  are  to  use  letters  of  the  alpha- 
bet instead  of  dots  and  lines  in  writing. 


Deaths,  during  the  last  week  at  New  York  397; 
at  Baltimore  119.  The  diseases  most  fatal  were  cho- 
lera infantum,  consumption,  convulsions,  dysentery, 
anil  typhus  fever.  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  are 
healthy  lor  this  period  of  the  year. 

We  have  most  distressing  accounts  from  Montreal 
and  the  St.  Laurence,  of  the  prevalence  of  ship  fe- 
ver amongst  the  citizens  as  well  as  emigrants. 


Santa  Fe.— Mr.  Murphy,  an  intelligent  gentleman, 
says  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  of  the  7lh  instant,  left 
Santa  Fe  on  the  29th  May,  and  arrived  this  mon  ing. 

A battle  at  the  Red  river  Canon,  150  miles  south- 
east of  Santa  Fe,  took  place  on  the  27th  May,  betwei  n 
Major  Edmonson  with  176  men,  and  a pany  of  Mexi- 
cans and  Apache  Indians  supposed  to  i, umber  400,  who 
— having  stolen  150  of  our  horses — the  major  was  des- 
patched in  pursuit  of.  He  encountered  them  unexpect] 
edly  and  under  disadvantageous  circumstances  as  he 
was  crossing  a miry  place  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canon.— 
He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  horses,  and  a fight  on 
foot  continued  for  two  hours.  Two  Americans  were 

luils$  esti  a (bird  (iree  w9UQd$d  sad  tett  on  tbe  gcotuid 


when  a retreat  was  ordered.  Lieut.  Elliott,  in  com- 
mand of  27  men.  principally  Kaclede  rangers,  rendered 
very  efficient  service  at  this  juncture.  He  occupied  a 
point  of  rocks,  and  kept  the  enemy  from  advancing 
upon  the  retreating  force  until  they  had  got  out  ol  the 
difficult  position.  In  doing  this  service,  he  had  two 
men  wounded— M.  W.  Wash  and  John  Eldridge— but 
neither  of  them  dangerously.  All  the  horses  were  ei- 
t ier  shot  down  or  captured. 

On  the  3d  June,  Lieut.  Col.  Willock,  with  about  115 
men.  was  met  on  his  march  from  Taos,  in  pursuit  of  the 
Mexican  and  Indian  forces.  He  has  got  upon  theie 
trail,  and  was  resolved  upon  an  engagement  with  then  t 
Ho  bad  Mr.  Boggs  with  liim  as  a guide.  Circumstani-J 
es  had  led  him  to  suspect  Jim  Beckwith,  a mulatto,  boin 
in  this  city,  but  for  many  years  employed  in  the  moun- 
tains, as  having  been  concerned  wn’th  the  Mexicans  and 
Indians  in  the  affair  with  Major  Edmonson.  He  was 
found  in  Taos,  and  arrested  by  Col.  Willock,  and  was 
taken  with  him  on  his  expedition.  A garrison  of  onlv 
fifteen  soldiers  was  left  at  Taos,  all  of  whom  wera  > u 
the  sick  list. 

Col.  Price  was  at  Santa  Fe,  with  portions  of  several 
companies  of  volunteers.  Of  his  movements  and  plans 
we  know  nothing. 

On  nis  way  in,  Mr.  Murphy  met  Mr.  Wethered, 
some  other  traders  and  two  government  trains  of  wa 
gons,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Pawnee  fork,  detained  there 
for  three  or  four  days  by  a freshet  in  the  river.  The  In- 
dmiis  annoyed  them  very  much,  and  succeeded  in  kill- 
130  head  of  cattle  1 elonging  to  the  government  train. — 
Mr.  Goodrich  also  lost  27  in  the  same  way.  The  cattle 
were  all  speared,  and  their  tails  cut  off  close,  to  be  used 
as  trophies  of  victory.  A Mr.  Smith,  of  Platte  county,, 
who  was  on  guard  at  the  time,  received  seven  spear 
wounds,  one  of  which  struck  him  in  the  throat.  About 
this  time,  this  party,  who  were  travelling  the  river  road, 
heard  the  discharge  of  cannon  on  the  ridge  road,  and 
as  a train  of  government  wagons,  having  a piece  of  ar- 
tillery with  them,  were  on  that  route,  it  is  supposed  that 
an  attack  had  been  made  upon  them  by  the  Indians. 

Lieut.  Love’s  command  of  dragoons,  with  the  money 
for  the  pay  of  the  troops  at  Santa  Fe,  was  met  a few 
hours’  travel  from  the  Pawnee  fork,  going  on  well. 

Eight  miles  from  Council  grove,  met  Cunifee  and  other 
traders,  waiting  until  reinforcements  should  oomo  up.— 
Met  Capt.  Shepard’s  company  of  infantry  near  Council 
grove.  The  companies  of  mounted  men  under  Capts. 
McNair  and  Korponay,  were  met  15  miles  from  110, 
going  on  well. 

Col.  William  H.  Russell,  secretary  of  the  territory  of 
California,  came  in  with  Mr.  Murphy,  bearer  of  des- 
patches from  Colonel  Fremont  for  the  government  at 
Washington,  stopped  at  his  residence  in  Calloway  co., 
to  see  his  family.  We  expect  a full  account  of  opera- 
tions in  Cahlornia. 

Mr.  Murphy  heard  nothiog  of  the  news  brought  to 
Westport,  by  the  “Delaware  Indian,”  some  days  ago, 
of  the  attack  upon  a train  of  government  wagons,  and 
the  killing  of  some  60  teamsters  and  others,  near  Walnut 
creek. 

IRELAND. 

Starvation,  disease,  and  death. — Let  no  one  suppose 
that  the  promise  of  a coming  crop,  the  fall  in  the  price 
of  breadstuff's,  or  the  supplies  that  have  been  forw.irded 
have  terminated  the  sufferings  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
—Between  death  and  emigration  the  population  of  Ire- 
land it  is  now  said,  will  be  diminished  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  two  millions  within  the  twelve  months  now  elaps- 
ing. 

The  Dublin  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer  writes  dated 

Dublin,  June  Zd,  1847. 

I have  just  had  an  interview  with  the  president  of  the 
new  Queen’s  colleges,  who  has  returned  after  travelling 
over  much  of  England  as  well  as  of  this  country;  and  he 
tells  me  the  earlli  is  rich  in  promise.  .May  a kind  Pro- 
vidence realize  our  hopes,  by  bringing  all  earth’s  produc- 
tions to  maturity.  But  there  are  four  months  yet, — 
dreary  they  will  bo  to  multitudes  amid  the  ripening 
bounties  of  nature,  and  mournful  the  contrast  between 
the  famine  stricken,  wandering  with  tottering  steps  amid 
the  bloom  and  beauty  of  creation,  the  wanness  of  eman- 
cipation which  these  walking  spectres  display;  or  the 
groans  of  the  fever-smitten,  and  the  music  and  melody 
of  nature’s  lovely  scenes.  Samples  of  what  crowd  the 
columns  of  the  local  prints  are  such  as  these.  Kenmare 
“multitudes  live  on  sea  weed,  which  produces  fatal  dys- 
entery. Whole  families  die;  none  to  care  for  them.’’-;- 
Oarrendal — same  region — ‘•fever,  most  maliitnant,  is 
now  added  to  famine.’’  Nenagh — ” of  13,000  popula- 
tion, 12,000  are  destitute.  There  are  ten  coffin-making 
establishments;  each  with  three  and  four  men  at  work 
— often  obliged  to  set  up  at  night."  KiUamey.  “The 
distress  is  fearlul,  and  the  disease  spreading  from  the 
crowds  flocking  in.’’  Blacksod  and  Belmullet — Western 
coast — “Fever  and  famine  rage  indescribably.  Yester- 
day I saw  five  dead  bodies  lying  in  the  public  streets, 
for  want  of  some  one  to  bury  them.  The  coast  guards 
are  dealing  out  Indian  meal,  at  the  rate  oi  a pound  a 
day  for  each;  for  which  I saw  one  who  came  fourtem 
miles.  The  whole  country  is  a desolation;  for  the  peo- 
ple are  afraid  to  plant  as  the  seed  would  be  dug  up.’’ — 
In  these  places,  it  is  the  quiesoence  of  despair  that  reigns: 
elsewhere  as  at  Limerick,  food  is  sei'zed,  where  it  can 
be  got  by  starving  hands.  “In  Belfast,''  says  Dr.  Mor- 
gan, moderator  of  the  general  assembly,  “one  in  a hun- 
dred. lies  under  fever.’’  At  Kilcolman,  the  classic  home 
of  Spencer’s  faery  muse,  there  have  been  420  deaths,  of 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Sherod  McCall  Fenner  receiver  of  public  moneys 
for  the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Ouachita, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  vice  Hardy  Holmes,  de- 
ceased. 

Elisha  Marrow,  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the 
district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Green  Bay,  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  vice  Alexander  J.  Irwin  de- 
ceased. 

The  Brazilian  slave  case.  Judge  Daly  on  Sat- 
urday morning  delivered  his  decision  on  the  habeas 
corpus  case  sued  out  in  relation  to  the  slaves,  DaCos- 
ta  and  DaRoehe,  on  the  application  of  their  counsel 
them  to  he  frr.rv.  fL a ■ 

remanding  them  to  the  custody  of  the  captain  as  part 

of  the  crew,  and  denying  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jay  for 
a rehearing  of  the  argument,  in  their  behalf.  It  is 
said  that  the  captain  has  been  arrested  on  charges  of 
assault  and  battery,  and  that  a writ  of  certiorari  has 
been  procured  to  take  the  case  to  the  supreme  court. 

[cV.  Y.  Commercial. 

American  Mexico  Tariff.  A Washington  tetter 
in  the  New  York  Courier  says: 

“I  hear  from  Havana,  that  the  recent  pledge  given 
by  the  president,  to  exempt  all  imports  under  our 
Mexican  tariff  from  confiscation,  or  any  further  duties 
to  be  imposed  by  Mexico,  after  a peace,  has  produced 
a great  excitement  there,  and  that  immense  shipments 
of  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  tobaccp,  segars,  and  especi- 
ally segaritos  will  be  made  from  Cuba  to  Vera  Cruz, 
in  part  to  be  sold  during  the  war;  but  chiefly  in  the 
expectation  of  realizing  an  immense  profit  in  the 
event  of  peace.  No  doubt  the  same  course  will  be 
pursued  in  Europe,  on  hearing  of  this  pledge;  and 
hence  the  imports  into  Mexico  will  be  very  large  and 
the  revenue  very  considerable.  You  must  bear  in 
mind  that  this  pledge  was  not  contained  in  Mr.  Walk- 
er’s Tariff,  as  promulgated;  but  the  suggestion  came 
from  Scott  and  Taylor,  and  has  been  adopted  by  the 
administration. 

INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

N A VAJOE  Indians.  When  Gen.  Kearny  left  Santa 
Fe  for  California,  he  ordered  Col.  Doniphan  to  make 
a campaign  against  the  Navajoe  ludians,  living  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  between  Del  Norte  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  who  had  been  at  war  with  the  Mexicans 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  lived  entirely 
upon  plunder  taken  from  that  people.  The  object  of 
this  expedition,  which  was  attended  with  great  toil 
and  labor,  was  successfully  accomplished.  A treaty 
was  concluded  with  the  Indians,  bindingthem  to  keep 
the  peace  towards  both  the  Mexicans  and  Ameri- 
cans. The  description  given  of  the  Navajoes,  and 
likewise  of  another  tribe,  called  the  Sumai,  living 
near  them,  possesses  great  interest,  as  giving  informa- 
tion of  the  curious  habits  and  customs  of  a race  of 
people  of  whom  little  or  nothing  is  known  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  writer  of  the  narrative  says: 

“The  Navajoe  Indians  are  a warlike  people,  have 
no  towns  or  houses,  or  lodges;  they  live  in  the  open 
air  or  on  horseback,  and  are  remarkably  wealthy. 

having  immense  herds  of  horses,  cattle  and  sheep 

They  are  celebrated  for  their  intelligence  and  good  or- 
der. They  treat  their  women  with  great  attention, 
consider  them  equals,  and  relieve  them  from  the 
drudgery  of  menial  work.  They  are  handsome  well 
made  and  in  every  respect  a highly  civilized  people, 
being,  as  a nation,  of  a higher  order  of  beings  than 
the  mass  of  their  neighbors,  the  Mexicans.  About 
the  time  Colonel  Doniphan  made  his  treaty,  a division 
of  his  command  was  entirely  out  of  provisions;  the 
Navajoes  suppl'ed  its  wants  with  liberality.  A por- 
tion of  the  command  returned  to  Cuvano;  Major 
Gilpin’s  command,  together  with  Col.  Doniphan, 
went  to  the  city  of  the  Sumai  Indians  living  on  the 
Rio  Piscow,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a branch  of  the 
Gila,  made  a treaty  of  peace  between  the  Sumai  and 
Navajoes,  and  then  returned  to  the  Rio  Del  Norte.” 
Vwl.  X^ll.  Si«.  )>i. 


Sumai  Indians.  “These  Sumai,  unlike  the  Nava- 
joes, live  in  a city,  containing,  probably,  six  thousand 
inhabitants,  who  support  themselves  entirely  by  ag- 
riculture. 

“The  city  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  in  the 
world.  It  is  divided  into  four  solid  squares,  having 
but  two  streets  crossing  its  centre  at  right  angles. — 
All  the  buildings  are  two  story  high,  composed  of 
sun-burnt  brick.  The  first  story  presents  a solid 
wall  to  the  street,  and  is  so  constructed,  that  each 
house  joins,  until  one  fourth  of  the  city  may  be  said 
to  be  one  building.  The  second  stories  rise  from  this 
vast  solid  structure,  so  as  to  designate  each  house, 
leaving  room  to  walk  upon  the  roof  of  the  first  story 
between  each  building.  The  inhabitants  of  Sumai 
enter  the  second  story  of  their  buildings  hj  ladder^ 
enemy  that,  might  be  prowling  about.  In  this  city 
were  some  thirty  Albino  Indians,  who  have,  no  doubt, 
given  rise  to  the  story  that  there  is  living  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  a tribe  of  white  aborigines.  The 
discovery  of  this  city  of  the  Sumai  will  afford  the 
most  curious  speculations  among  those  who  have  so 
long  searched  in  vain  for  a city  of  Indians,  who  posess- 
ed  the  mappers  and  habits  of  tlie  Aztecs.  No  doubt, 
we  have  here  a race  living  as  did  that  people,  when 
Cortez  entered  Mexico.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that 
the  Sumaians  have,  since  the  Spaniards  left  the  coun- 
try, refused  to  have  any  intercourse  with  the  modern 
Mexicans,  looking  upon  them  as  an  inferior  people. 
They  have  also  driven  from  among  them  the  priests 
and  other  dignitaries,  who  formerly  had  power  over 
them,  and  resuiped  habits  and  manners  of  their  own; 
their  great  chief  or  governor  being  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious head.  The  country  round  the  city  of  Sumai 
is  cultivated  with  a great  deal  of  care,  and  afibrds 
food  not  only  for  the  inhabitants,  but  for  large  flocks 
of  cattle  and  sheep” 

Sioux  AND  WiNNEBAGOES.-— Di^wkies  sctlled.  The 
difficulties  between  one  of  the  clans  of  the  Sioux  and 
Winnebago  Indians  are  about  to  be  settled.  Lieut. 
McKenny  informs  us  that  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes 
were  to  meet  at  Fort  Atkinson  to  settle  their  difficul- 
ties. It  will  be  recollected  that  several  weeks  ago  a 
party  of  the  Winnebagoes  were  hunting  on  the  head 
waters  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  were  attacked 
by  a party  of  the  Sioux,  and  nine  of  the  Winneba- 
goes killed.  Whereupon  a party  of  the  forces  at 
Fort  Atkinson  were  sent  into  the  Indian  country  to 
bring  the  Sioux  to  terms.  This  they  effected  by  ap- 
pointing a meeting  of  the  hostile  tribes  at  the  Fort. 
The  Sioux  are  to  pay  in  horses  and  money  for  the 
wanton  murder  of  the  Winnebagoes,  This  arrange- 
ment seems  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  latter. 

The  troops  at  the  Fort  seem  to  have  as  much 
trouble  to  keep  the  traders  in  order  as  they  have 
with  the  Indians.  The  traders  are  in  the  habit  of 
supplying  the  Indians  with  whiskey,  against  the  laws, 
and  this  requires  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  at  the  Fort. 

[Bloomingtcni  (Iowa)  Herald. 

Seneca  Indians.  A party  of  sixty  five  Seneca  In- 
dians arrived  here  yesterday  on  the  steamer  St.  Jo- 
seph, bound  for  their  former  homes  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  The  tribe  of  which  this  is  a remnant 
was  sent  out  about  two  years  ago,  under  a treaty 
with  the  United  States,  but  which  has  subsequently 
been  annulled,  and  now  they  are  returning  to  occupy 
their  former  lands.  In  the  country  to  which  they 
were  removed,  on  the  frontier  of  this  state,  they 
sufiered  greatly  from  sickness,  and  a large  number  of 
them  died.  [Si.  Louis  Republican,  July  10. 

NAVAL  JOUR  NAL  . 

The  U.  S.  steam  ship  Princeton,  liaving  undergone 
material  repairs  is  now  under  orders  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean, F.  Engle  Esq.  commander. 

War  Steamers The  war  steamers  authorized  to  be 

built  under  the  late  act  of  congress  approved  March , 
1847,  are;  two  of  the  first  class — -burden.  United 
States  tonnage,  2,414  tons;  two  of  the  second  class 
burden.  United  States  tonnege,  1 ,379  tons. 


The  first  class  are: 

Between  perpendiculars,  250  ft.  0 in. 

Beam,  extreme,  45  0 

Depth  to  gun  deck  in  hold,  26  6 

The  second  class  are: 

Between  perpendiculars,  210  0 

Beam,  extreme,  27  0 

Depth  to  gun  deck  in  hold,  23  0 


The  two  first  class  steamers,  and  one  of  the  second 
class,  to  be  propelled  by  side  wheels;  the  other  by  a 
screw  propeller: 

One  of  the  largest  class  is  to  be  built  at  Gosport 
and  one  at  Philadelphia;  one  of  the  second  class 
at  New  York,  and  one  at  Kittery,  Maine. 

[Union. 

following^ is  a list  of  the  persons  in  the  launch  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Warren,  who  are  supposed  to  have  been 
lost  by  the  “swamping”  of  the  launch  on  the  coast 
of  California,  a few  months  since: 

Passed  Midshipman  Wm.  H.  Montgomery;  Mid- 
shipman Daniel  C.  Huguenin,  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Ports- 
mouth. Pilot;  E.  H.  Montgomery,  Clerk  to  Com.  Mont- 
gomery; Geo.  Rodman,  Coxswain;  Anthony  Sylves- 
ter, Alexander  McDonald,  Samuel  Turner,  Samuel 
Lane,  Milton  Ladd,  John  W.  Dawd,  Gilman  Hilton, 
Lawson  Lee. 

Loss  of  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark.  The  Oregon  City 
Spectator  of  the  1st  of  October,  contains  a letter 
from  Lieut.  Howison,  giving  a detailed  account  of 
the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Shark.  Lieut.  Howi- 
son and  his  officers  and  crew  had  sailed  for  Califor- 
nia. His  letter  is  as  follows: 

Fort  Vancouver,  Sept.  14,  1846. 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  fate  of 
the  hapless  Shark^swept  to  distruction  by  the  over- 
whelming strength  of  the  tide,  for  want  of  thorough 
acquaintance  with  which  1 did  not  make  due  allow- 
ance.  Instead  of  setting  along  the  channel,  as  1 sup- 
posed  it  would,  its  direction  was  somewhat  to  the 
eastword  of  south,  so  that  when  I hauled  on  the  wind 
to  pass  to  sea  it  forced  me  down  on  the  south  break- 
ers; in  vain  she  was  tacked  to  the  northward:  the  tide 
hung  on  the  weather  how  and  brought  the  breakers  on 
the  middle  sand  directly  ahead;  from  these  we  tacked 
again  to  the  southward,  but  finding  that  we  were  hur- 
ried rapidly  to  leeward,  an  anchor  was  let 
did  not  hold  a moment,  the  chain  snapping  off  like  a 


lackthsead.  , . , ,, 

We  stood  back  to  the  northward,  losing  ground  all 
he  time,  under  the  influence  of  the  rapid  tide;  once 
acre  her  head  was  put  to  the  westward,  and  a favora- 
ble change  of  wind  excited  hopes  of  passing  safely 
ut,  but  the  next  moment  from  3 fathoms  she  struck 
iolently  on  a bank  10  feet,  and  remained  immovea- 
ile,  prostrating  every  hope  of  rescue.  I attempted 
hen,  by  a press  of  sail,  to  force  her  in  the  direction 
f the  tide,  which  run  by  us  with  the  velocity  of  a 
aill  race;  but  although  her  head  swung  in  that  direc- 
ion,  she  did  not  advance  an  inch,  but  rose  and  fell 
vith  the  swell  of  the  sea,  which  immediately  began 
0 break  over  her  broadside  and  told  us  plainly  that 
he  should  float  over  its  surface  no  more. 

Every  preparation  was  instantly  made  to  get  out  the 
oats,  and  the  gig,  being  first  in  the  water  was  loaded 
irith  the  sick,  the  purser  nnd  doctor  with  the  ship  s 
apers,  and  other  valuables,  with  a view  of  dispatch- 
ng  her  at  once  to  the  shore;  but  she  swamped  along- 
ide,  and  the  officers  could  only  get  back  on  board 
gain  by  being  hauled  in.  Finding  that  no  boat  could 
hen  live  alongside,  nothing  more  could  be  done  than 
wait  the  abatement  of  the  breakers,  which  were 
oiling  upon  us  with  terrific  violence.  About  1 1 o’- 
lock,  P.  M,  she  had  five  feet  water  in  the  hold; 
he  flood  tide  set  in;  the  other  boats  were  got  out  and 
jaded  with  as  many  men  as  they  would  safely  carry, 
nd  despatched  to  Clatsop  shore,  with  orders  to  re- 
am again  on  the  ebb,  to  relieve  those  who  remain- 
d on  board.  Alter  the  boats  left,  the  masts  were 
ut  away,  and  before  1,  A.  M.,  we  were  completely 
rater-logged. 
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Lieut  Schenck,  Midshipman  Davidson  and  21  men 
remained  with  me  on  the  wreck — the  flood  tide  grad- 
ually crowding  us  into  narrow  limits,  until  the  bow- 
sprit and  the  two  quarter  deck  houses  were  the  only 
habitable  spots  on  board,  and  these  were  frequently 
washed  by  the  heavy  swell.  Each  man  was  secured 
to  the  vessel  by  a cord  passed  around  him — a precau- 
tion which  may  have  saved  some  lives;  for,  toward 
daylight,  the  surf  began  to  set  in  heavily;  the  boats 
however  soon  came  off,  and  we  were  relieved  from 
our  perilous  situation.  The  conduct  of  the  ofiicers 
and  men,  during  the  whole  of  this  trying  occasion 
was  most  praiseworthy,  and  to  their  cool  exertions  and 
orderly  manner  of  carrying  on  the  duty  may  be  prin- 
cipally ascribed  the  preservation  of  our  lives.  The 
wreck  was  completely  untenable  an  hour  after  she 
was  finally  abandoned,  and  by  3 P.  M.,  not  a vestige 
of  the  poor  Shark  was  visible. 


The  taking  of  Tabasco.  A characteristic  letter 
from  one  of  our  gallant  tars. 

Frigate  Raritan,  27th  June,  1847 
_ T^hnapn  vnii  must  know,  isa  fine  city,  situated  on 
from  its  mouth.  The  river  is  narrow,  the  banks  are 
high  and  steep,  and  covered  with  trees,  chaparral,  and 
fiags,  interwoven  with  hanging  vines  and  the  densest 
foliage  I have  ever  seen.  Fifty  determined  men 
could  have  swept  every  one  of  us  from  the  decks 
as  we  passed  up,  without  ever  seeing  an  enemy — 
The  channel  runs  close  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
which  looked  immediately  down  on  our  decks,  pack- 
ed with  men. 

The  vessels  frequently  became  entangled  among 
the  branches  of  the  trees,  and  in  this  way,  about  mid- 
night several  men  were  swept  out  of  the  boats  and 
from  the  decks  of  the  vessels.  This,  with  the  bur- 
ning of  the  blue  lights  (the  preconcerted  signal  for 
any  accident)  and  the  rowing  about  of  the  boats,  in 
this  sepulchral  glare  of  the  light,  to  pick  up  the  lost, 
rendered  the  whole  scene  strikingly  picturesque  and 
intensely  exciting  from  the  beginning  to  the  ending 
of  the  expedition. 

On  the  12th  the  squadron  anchored  off  the  river 
Tabasco,  and  on  the  14th,  all  things  being  ready,  we 
made  sail.  The  steamer  Scorpion,  bearing  the  com- 
modore’s broad  pennant,  having  in  tow  the  Washing- 
ton and  Vesuvius,  followed  by  the  steamers  Spitfire, 
Vixen,  and  Scourge,  towing  the  Etna,  Stromboli, 
Bonita,  and  Captain  Taylor’s  little  vessel,  the  Spit- 
fire, with  the  patent  India  rubber  camels,  for  lifting 
our  vessels  over  the  shoals  and  obstructions  thrown 
across  the  river — the  boats  of  the  squadron,  about 
fifty  in  number,  towing  astern  of  all,  presented  a 
beautiful  sight. 

About  sundown  we  left  Frontera,  and  with  an  oc- 
casional interruption  from  the  overhanging  branches 
sweeping  our  men  overboard,  we  passed  on  very  gent- 
ly until  3 o’clock  next  day,  when  we  captured  a ca- 
noe with  two  Indians,  from  whom  we  learned  that 
Bruno  lay  in  ambush,  with  a large  force,  at  two  fa- 
vorable positions,  at  points  15  to  20  miles  farther  up. 
The  tops  were  at  once  filled  with  sharpshooters,  and 
officers  kept  aloft  on  the  look  out.  The  place  desig- 
nated as  the  first  point  of  attack  being  passed  without 
interruption,  we  were  beginning  to  feel  secure,  when 
a heavy  volley  opened  on  us  from  the  banks. 

In  an  instant  the  fire  was  returned  from  the  heavy 
guns  of  the  Scorpion,  Washington,  and  Vesuvius,  and 
from  the  smal  arans  on  deck  and  aloft.  The  firing 
lasted  about  ten  aoinutes;  the  big  escopette  balls  whiz- 
zed through  theiriigging  of  the  old  Vesuvius  in  most 
mounful  strains.  .Strange  to  say  but  one  of  our 
men  was  wounded,  the  halls  nearly  all  passing  over  us. 

The  awning  of  the  ^oorpion,  I was  told  was  cut 
up  pretty  badly.  The  Vesuvius’s  sides  were  pretty 
well  peppered;  but  for  the  foresight  of  the  Commodore 
in  stationing  sharpshooters  aloft,  we  must  have  suf- 
fered severely,  but  they  had  heard  of  our  being  arm- 
ed with  the  revolving  rifle,  and  had  a most  awful 
horror  of  exposing  thpmsejves  to  its  effects.  They 
were  afraid  of  raising  tfieir  heads  to  take  aim,  for  fear 
of  showing  themselves  fo  the  men  aloft,  and  being 
shot. 

We  kept  on  up  the  river  and  anchored  at  sundown 
at  a place  called  the  Devil’s  Bend.  About  two  hours 
after,  the  rest  of  our  forces  came  up  and  anchored  jh 
line  astern.  Here  is  a long  reach  of  a mile  and  a 
quarter  in  length;  the  river  narrow,  and  an  obstruc- 
tion was  thrown  across  the  bar,  with  a strong  breast- 
work commanding  it.  As  the  shades  of  evening  stole 
over  us,  we  were  fired  upon  again  from  the  bushes, 


the  discharge  breaking  a man’s  leg  on  board  of  the 
Vesuvius.  We  opened  the  big  guns  on  them  again, 
cleared  the  woods  of  the  musquitoes,  and  went  to 
bed. 

At  daylight  Lieutenants  May  and  Alden  were/sent 
ahead  some  100  yards,  to  sound  on  the  bar,  and  ex- 
amine the  obstructions,  which  could  be  seen  project- 
ing out  of  the  water.  This  was  a perilous  undertak- 
ing, but  they  went  boldly  to  work,  when  a shower  of 
balls  were  poured  down  upon  them  from  the  breast- 
work and  bushes.  Lieut.  May’s  boat,  being  in  ad- 
vanee,  received  the  fire,  severely  wounding  him  and 
several  of  his  crew,  compelling  the  boats  to  return  to 
the  vessel.  The  order  was  then  given  for  the  forces 
to  embark  in  the  boats  and  form  into  line,  three  deep, 
in  the  middle  of  the  fiver.  This  was  done  with  great 
despatch  and  in  beautiful  order. 

While  forming  into  line,  a heavy  cannonading  was 
kept  up  from  the  vessels.  At  a signal  given  from  the 
commodore,  the  steamers  ceased  firing,  the  men  gave 
an  awful  shout — ^700  men  dipped  their  blades  into  the 
water,  and  a thousand  Yankee  tars  stood  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tabaseo. 


march:  '"the”pioneefs“an3  scSuiing  psarty,  conflfiASiucif  I 
by  Lieut.  Maynard,  in  advance — then  the  marines,  in 
command  of  Capt.  Edson — then  the  “old  boss”  and 
suite,  with  his  broad  pendant  in  front — the  artillery, 
by  Capt.  Mackenzie,  and  infantry,  in  two  divisions,  by 
Captains  Forest  and  Breese — the  ambulance  party 
following  after,  to  pick  up  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Marching  about  300  yards  brought  us  out  of  the 
woods  into  an  open  space;  the  grass  and  flags  up  to 
our  armpits  and  an  oecasional  marsh  to  wade  through, 
rendering  our  advance  extremely  painful  and  labori- 
ous. We  had  ten  field  pieces  dragging  after  us,  with 
twenty  rounds  of  grape  and  cannister,  yet  our  tars 
never  flinched,  but  dragged  them  through  muck 
and  mire  until  we  planted  them  in  the  Plaza  in  Ta- 
basco. 

As  we  neared  a dense  chaparral  skirting  the  woods, 
the  Mexicans  opened  on  us  again,  Capts.  Macken- 
zie and  Buchanan  immediately  brought  forward  the 
artillery,  and  opened  on  the  thicket,  the  marines  and 
infantry  advancing  and  returning  the  fire  at  the  same 
time.  About  this  time  the  word  ran  along  the  line 
that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  the  right — the 
field  pieces  were  turned  on  them,  and  in  the  act  of 
firing,  when  it  was  discovered  to  be  Lieut.  Maynard, 
with  his  prisoners,  returning  from  a scouting  expe- 
dition; five  seconds  later  and  they  had  been  dead 
men. 

The  Mexicans  retreated  before  us  as  wC  advanced, 
keeping  up  a running  fire,  but,  rarely  showing  them- 
selves. It  was  impossible  to  charge  them  for  the 
marshes  and  chaparral;  there  was  no  means  of  forcing 
our  way  through  the  woods,  the  undergrowth  of 
briars,  vines,  snakes,  scorpions  and  other  vegetables, 
rendering  it  perfectly  impregnable.  We  now  struck 
into  a foot  path,  which  we  kept  until  we  got  in  sight 
of  Tabasco. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  artillery 
could  be  got  along,  and  but  for  the  indomitable  ener- 
gy and  perseverance  of  the  officers  commanding  them 
they  must  have  been  left  on  the  road. 

Our  march  now  for  two  or  three  miles  vvas  uninter- 
rupted by  the  appearance  of  a Mexican,  but  the  road- 
side was  strewn  with  cartridges,  beds,  haversacks, 
a nd  other  indications  of  people  moving  in  a hurry. — 
Scouting  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  main  body, 
the  pioneers  suddenly  came  upon  a large  party  of  the 
enemy  waiting  in  a close  chaparral  to  give  us  a volley 
as  we  approached.  Maynard  charged  in  upon  them 
in  gallant  style  and  routed  them  out — and  now  you 
should  have  been  here  to  have  seen  what  a Texan 
would  call  a specimen  of  “tall  walking,”  the  Mexi- 
cans running  and  the  pioneers  after  them. 

This  was  our  last  brush,  and  toward  evening  the 
advance  guard  came  in  sight  of  the  fort  commanding 
the  approach  to  the  city  by  land  and  water.  I have 
never  seen  a more  commanding  position-construct- 
ed on  a bluff)  taking  in  a line  of  the  river  one  mile 
and  a half  long,  exposing  our  vessels  to  a raking  fire 
the  whole  distance.  In  the  fort  they  mounted  three 
long  32s,  three  heavy  field  pieces,  and  a 24  pound  car- 
ronade,  and  as  tlie  Scorpion  and  Spitfire  came  around 
the  bend  of  the  river,  they  opened  on  them  from  the 
fort  with  grape  and  round  shot. 

The  two  little  steamers  came  steadily  along,  pay- 
ing more  attention  to  steering  clear  of  the  shoals 
than  to  the  shot..  The  Scorpion  coming  up  first  open- 
ed her  fire  as  she  got  abreast,  the  Spitfire  joining  in; 


the  grape  fairly  rained,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  guns,  their  fire  slackening,  and  Capt  Bige- 
low, thinking  the  fort  silenced,  put  on  steam  and  pass- 
ed on  up  to  the  city,  when  the  fire  reopened  from  the 
fort,  which  the  Spitfire  returned  most  gallantly,  again 
driving  them  from  their  guns. 

The  Scorpion  at  this  time  landing  a parly  of  men 
to  take  possession  of  the  town,  and  thinking  in  the 
fort  that  they  were  about  to  be  attacked  in  the  rear, 
prepared  to  limber  up  their  field  pieces,  when  Lieut; 
Porter  landed  with  a force  from  the  Spitfire  and  gal- 
lantly rushed  up  the  hill  to  board,  when  the  enemy 
fled,  leaving  two  of  their  field  pieces  behind  all  lim- 
bered up  for  moving  ofif.  He  then  spiked  the  guns  and 
hoisted  the  American  flag. 

The  wheelhouses  of  the  Scorpion  and  Spitfire 
were  driven  in,  by  the  shot  of  the  fort,  paddles  shat- 
tered, wheel  shot  away,  and  several  men  and  an  offi- 
cer wounded.  With  the  assistance  of  Capt.  Taylor’s 
camels  the  Etna  aud  Scourge  were  subsequently 
brought  over  the  bar.  We  now  formed  into  line,  and 
with  flags  flying  marched  into  the  city. 

On  reaching  the  public  plaza,  the  men  and  officers 

were  quartered  in  the  public  buildings  around  the 

» .1  

ment  house.  Every  Mexican  had  left  the  city.  Not 
an  officer  of  the  government  civil  or  military,  could 
be  found  in  the  place.  We  were  in  the  city  nine  days, 
during  which  time  not  an  outrage  was  committed  hy 
a man,  and  private  property  respected  most  rigidly. 
At  night  our  jolly  tars  would  assemble  together  in 
squads  of  a hundred  in  the  plaza,  and  sing  their  sea 
songs. 

Tlie  ladies  always  assembled  in  the  balcony  of  the 
Spanish  consul’s  house  every  evening,  and  never  left 
until  the  last  note  was  sounded.  The  guns  were  all 
put  on  board  the  steamers,  and  the  forts  and  maga- 
zine razed  to  the  ground.  On  the  26th  we  left  Ta- 
basco. Capt.  Van  Brunt  is  left  as  governor.  The  Et- 
na, Spitfire,  and  Scourge  remained  to  hold  possession 
of  the  place.  Bruno  is  still  in  the  woods,  in  com- 
mand of  1400  men,  and  will  no  doubt  annoy  the  ves- 
sels from  the  river  banks. 


The  attack  on  Tabasco.  The  following  is  an  of- 
ficial list  of  the  killed  and  wounded; 

Killed. 

James  White,  seaman.  Spitfire. 

Wounded. 

Mortally. — James  Mitchell,  ordinary  seaman,  Po- 
tomac, since  dead. 

Dangerously — Wm.  Trest,  ordinary  seaman  Poto- 
mac. 

Severely. — James  Hoy,  ordinary  seaman,  Missis- 
sippi;   Crosby,  Etna,  from  explosion  of  gun- 

powder; Geo.  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  Etna,  from 
explosion  of  gunpowder. 

Slightly.. — Geb.  Joiisoh,  Potomac,  from  explosion 
of  gunpowder. 

U.  S.  Flag  Ship  Mississippi. 

Off  Tabasco  River,  June  25,  1 847. 

The  commander  in  chief,  on  returning  to  his  ship 
from  the  expidition  undertaken  to  capture  and  oc- 
cupy the  city  of  Tabasco,  seizes  upon  the  earliest 
moment  to  offer  his  warmest  thanks  to  the  officers, 
seamen  and  marines,  composing  the  force  engaged  in 
the  attack,  for  the  gratifying  proofs  of  zeal  and  cour- 
age manifested  by  them  on  the  occasion. 

Notwithstanding  the  extensive  and  judicious  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  Mexicans  for  defence,  they 
exhibited  little  gallantry  in  mantaining  their  well  cho- 
sen position,  and  the  only  disappointment  evinced  by 
the  brave  officers  and  men,  proceeded  from  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  did  not  stand  more  firmly  to  their  arms, 

m,  c.  perry. 

Commanding  home  squadron. 

The  commodore  arrived  at  Anton  Lizardo  on  the 
30th  June,  with  the  squadron. 

Mails.  Congress  at  its  last  session  appropriated 
j|100,000  to  send  the  mail  to  Oregon,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  also  authorized  to  contract 
for  carrying  the  mail  from  Panama  to  Astoria. 

Both  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  navy  have  advertised  for  proposals  for  carrying 
of  the  mail  on  these  last  named  routes.  The  Post- 
master General,  how'ever  will  make  no  contract  in 
the  matter,  as  he  considers  the  law  respecting  it  a 
dead  letter,  executed  to  get  proposals  as  an  initiative 
to  future  action  in  earnest. 

The  bids  before  the  secretary  of  the  navy  have 
been  opened,  and  are  of  two  plasses-r-one  to  carry 
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the  mail  in  small  sail  vessels;  the  other  to  carry 
it  in  fine  substantial  steamers  of  1000  tons  bur- 
then. 

Outrage  at  Niagara  falls. — A most  disgrace- 
ful scene  was  enacted  at  Niagara  falls  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  accompanied  by  violence  and  bloodshed. 
Mr.  Stephens  of  Alabama,  had  been' stopping  at  the 
Eagle  hotel,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  a female 
slave.  After  they  had  got  seated  in  the  cars  about 
leaving  for  Lockport,  between  twenty  and  thirty  co- 
lored persons,  as  was  previously  arranged  among 
themselves,  rushed  to  the  cars  and  attempted  to  take 
by  force  the  object  of  their  sympathies — some 
throwing  obstructions  on  the  track  while  others 
mounted  the  cars.  They  were  resisted  by  the  con- 
ductor, engineer,  and  others.  A general  melee  ensu- 
ed— .stores  and  brickbats  were  freely  used,  by  which 
a number  were  seriously  injured,  when  the  train  fi- 
lially got  under  weigh.  In  the  evening  a demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  some  of  the  baser  sort  upon  a 
building  occupied  by  a number  of  blacks,  who  dis- 
charged two  pistols  at  the  assailants  without  mate- 
rial injury,  and  then  made  their  escape.  After  this, 
the  attack  upon  the  building  was  renewed  with  re- 
doubled fury,  and  immediately  razed  to  the  ground. 

[.n.jSr  , . .o... 

Convention  op  the  free  negroes  of  Kentucky 
We  learn  from  Rev.  A.  iM.  Cowan,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonization  society,  that  in  order  to  induce  a more 
full  emigration  of  the  free  negroes  of  the  state  to 
Liberia,  the  society,  at  the  suggestion  of  several 
prominent  gentlemen  of  the  slate,  has  determined  to 
send  out,  in  the  expedition  of  November  next,  seve- 
ral free  colored  men  from  dilferent  sections  of  the 
state,  chosen  by  the  free  negroes  in  their  respective 
neighborhoods,  to  go  to  the  colony,  and  make  a full 
examination  of  its  condition  and  prospects,  (remain- 
ing there  twelve  months  for  that  purpose,)  and  re- 
turn and  make  a report  to  their  constituents.  The 
free  negroes  of  Lexington,  Maysville,  Danville,  and 
Richmond,  have  chosen  in  each  place  one  of  their 
number,  and  the  citizens  of  these  places  have  raised 
the  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  person 
chosen  to  go  to  the  colony — while  there — and  back 
again  (o  the  state.  The  free  negroes  of  this  city 
have  approved  of  this  plan,  and  will  send  out  one  of 
their  number.  [Louisville  Courier. 

Copper  region. — The  New  York  Tribune  has  a 
letter  from  its  editor  written  at  Eagle  harbor.  Lake 
Superior  dated  the  21st  ult.  Mr.  Greeley  had  visit- 
ed the  location  of  ten  mining  companies,  eight  of 
which  were  at  work,  and  his  remarks  respecting  the 
things  that  came  under  his  observant  eye  are  very 
interesting.  Speaking  of  the  wealth  of  the  region 
in  minerals,  especially  in  copper,  he  remarks: 

“The  evidence  is  too  abundant,  palpable,  indis- 
putable. It  would  be  as  rational  to  doubt  the  exist- 
ence of  London  or  Germany.  1 presume  there  is 
more  copper  imbedded  iu  Keevvenaw  point  alone 
than  is  now  in  use  and  ready  for  use  throughout  Iho 
world.” 

In  answer  to  a query  propounded  by  himself,  ‘will 
the  existing  attempts  to  mine  copper,  &c.  on  Lake 
Superior  prove  successful?’  Mr.  G.  replies: 

“This  is  the  practical  and  a far  more  difficult  ques- 
tion. The  safe  general  answer  is  that  some  will  and 
some  will  not,  though  very  few  works  will  reim- 
burse the  outlay  of  their  proprietors  within  one,  two, 
or  even  three  years.  But  this  answer  does  not  fairly 
meet  the  question.  The  public  are  interested  in 
knowing,  not  whether  A,  B,  or  C is  likely  to  be  en- 
riched or  broken  by  his  mining  operations  but  whe- 
ther these  operations  in  the  main  are  likely  to  have 
such  success  as  will  encourage  and  secure  a large, 
steady  and  increasing  production  of  copper  in  this 
region,  opening  a new  and  extensive  market  for  the 
provisions  of  the  west,  the  manufactures  of  the  east, 
and  the  surplus  labor  of  the  centre,  guaranteeing  a 
home  supply  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sively used  metals,  for  which  we  have  hitherto  been 
mainly  indebted  to  Great  Britain  and  South  Ameri- 
ca? In  the  solution  of  this  problem,  few  are  so 
bumble  as  not  to  have  tome  remote  if  not  immediate 
interest. 

Reduced  to  its  last  elements,  the  question  whe- 
ther the  success  of  mining  on  this  lake  is  to  be  gen- 
eral or  only  partial  is  simply  one  of  time.  Time 
was,  as  experience  clearly  proved,  when  copper 
could  not  be  produced  here,  however  abundant  the 
material,  without  involving  the  operators  in  ruinous 
losses.  Time  will  be,  unquestionably,  when  the 
metal  will  be  turned  out  here,  hundreds  of  tons  in  a 
week,  with  an  increased  product  from  month  to 
month  and  from  year  to  year,  at  such  a cost  as  will 
handsomely  remunerate  the  shareholders  in  well 
managed  mining  companies.  Yet  if  anybody  ex- 
pects such  a result  this  year,  or  even  next,  1 think 


his  expectations  will  be  disappointed.  Once  for  all, 
be  it  understood  that  I do  not  pretend  to  judge  of  the 
prospects  of  this  or  that  particular  enterprise.  If 
any  one  sees  fit  to  assert  that  his  company,  or  any 
particular  company,  will  realize  twenty,  fifty,  or  two 
hundred  per  cent,  within  two  years,  I shall  not  con- 
tradict him.  That  some  companies  will  make  good 
dividends  within  that  time,  I do  not  question;  but  the 
greater  number  manifestly  cannot,  and  a very  con- 
siderable proportion  never  can,  according  to  present 
appearances. 

— ‘But  why  not,’  is  fairly  asked,  ‘if  the  mineral  is 
abundant,  often  nearly  or  quite  up  to  the  surface, 
and  only  needs  work  to  bring  it  into  marketable 
shape  and  position?  Why  does  not  the  proper  appli- 
cation of  the  labor  insure  the  speedy  acquisition  of 
the  copper,  and  of  what  copper  will  bring?’ 

I answer,  Became,  in  the  early  stage  of  raining  in 
a region  so  rude  as  this,  at  least  ten  days’  labor  must 
be  devoted  to  other  necessary  operations  to  every 
one  which  is  given  to  actual  mining;  because  labor, 
food,  lumber,  iron,  and  every  other  requisite  is  more 
costly  here  at  present  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
known  world;  and  because,  after  the  copper  is  min- 
ed, it  is  still  very  far  from  market  and  far  from  be- 
ing marketable. 

smelling  works  or  any  attainable  market  for  mineral. 

Mr.  Greeley  further  remarks: 

“ These  impediments  and  discouragements,  it  will 
be  seen,  are  temporary,  and  do  not  in  the  least  mili- 
tate against  the  idea  of  the  ultimate  productiveness 
and  profit  of  mining  on  Lake  Superior.  The  lime 
will  soon  arrive  when  the  cost  of  labor  and  provi- 
sions here  will  not  be  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  in 
Detroit — when  roads  will  be  travelled  that  shall 
have  already  been  made — when  mines  may  be  work- 
ed which  have  not  yet  to  be  fully  proved — and  when 
ores  and  minerals,  the  quality  being  ascertained,  will 
command  their  pricejas  ready  as  wheatjor  cotton.  I 
think  that  lime  cannot  be  far  distant,  and  that  divi- 
dends on  mining  stocks  in  the  interim  will  be  excep- 
tions to  the  general  rule. 

Meantime,  many  sanguine  hopes  will  be  chilled 
and  many  once  vaunted  locations  virtually  abandon- 
ed— some  because  they  must  be  and  some  because 
they  ought  to  be.  It  is  scarcely  probable  that  one 
half  of  the  eight  or  nine  hundred  locations  already 
made,  mainly  on  a strip  of  land  six  miles  wide,  run- 
ning nearly  150  miles  from  the  Chocolate  river 
across  the  Ontonagan,  will  ever  repay  the  cost  of 
proving  and  working.  I am  inclined  to  think  there 
will  be  fewer  companies  and  an  abated  deluge  of 
stocks  in  1850  as  compared  with  1846.  I hear  al- 
ready that  a good  many  locations  have  been  or  soon 
are  to  be  abandoned,  at  least  for  the  present — per- 
haps as  inconsiderately  as  they  were  made.” 

From  the  Milledgeville  Recorder,  July  13. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun. — We  bave  been  po- 
litely favored  with  the  following  letter  from  John 
C.  Calhoun,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  thanks  of 
the  Putnam  whig  meeting,  which  was  forwarded 
him,  and  with  much  pleasure  we  place  it  before  our 
t*6R(l6ro* 

Fort  Hill,  aith  June,  1847. 

Dear  sir:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  17th 
inst.,  covering  the  resolution  adopted  by  a meeting 
of  the  whig  party  of  Putnam  county,  approving  the 
resolutions  introduced  by  me  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  during  the  last  session,  in  opposition 
to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  and  tendering  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  for  the  stand  I took  in  behalf  of  our 
rights. 

I am  happy  that  my  resolutions  and  stand  have 
met  with  the  approbation  of  your  meeting;  not  so 
much  on  my  own  account,  as  acceptable  as  is  the 
approbation  of  my  fellow  citizens  to  me,  but  for  a 
reason  far  more  important.  Coming  from  a quarter 
of  the  slate  so  respectable  and  influential,  1 hail  it  as 
an  omen  that  the  whigs  of  Georgia  are  prepared  to 
do  their  duly  in  reference  to  the  vital  question  in- 
volved in  the  resolutions  1 introduced. 

I hope  It  is  the  precursor  to  the  union  of  all  par- 
ties with  us  to  repel  an  outrageous  and  unprovoked 
assault  on  us — one  that  involves  our  safety  and  that 
of  the  Union.  We  have  the  constitution  clearly  with 
us.  My  resolutions  have  been  assailed  and  denounc- 
ed, but  the  truth  of  the  principles  they  assert  remains 
uDcontested  and  inconlestible.  In  defending  them, 
we  not  only  defend  ourselves,  but  the  constitution; 
and  in  defending  it,  the  Union  itself,  of  which  it  is 
the  basis. 

We  must  not  be  deceived.  The  time  has  come 
when  the  question  must  be  met.  It  can  no  longer 
be  avoided — nor,  if  it  could,  is  it  desirable.  The 
longer  it  is  postponed,  the  more  inveterate  and  dan- 
gerous will  become  the  hostile  feelings  between  the 
slaveholdiug  and  non-slaveholding  slates.  With 
union  among  our«eh«»  we  hare  nolbing  to  fear — but 


without  it,  everything.  The  question  is  far  aiCT® 
the  parly  questions  of  the  day.  lie  who  is  not  fof 
us  is  against  us. 

For  your  kind  expression  of  feelings  towards  me, 
in  communicating  the  resolution,  accept  my  sincere 
acknowledgment. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 

isamuel  .n.  Wales,  esq. 

A Sunday  scene. — Yesterday  a German  boy  led 
his  aged  and  blind  father  from  the  wharf  up  through 
State  street  to  the  Capitol  Park.  From  their  ap- 
pearance it  was  evident  that  they  had  just  arrived 
from  the  faderland  and  were  seeking  a homo  in  this 
country,  to  which  all  exiles  flee,  Sorrowing  and 
infirm,  the  aged  parent  suffered  his  cheerful  son  to 
guide  his  tottering  steps.  Time  had  dealt  severely 
and  frostily  with  the  one — the  other  seemed  to  touch 
only  to  invigorate  and  adorn.  The  blossom  of  the 
spring  witit  the  ripened  fruit  of  the  autumn.  Undee 
the  shade  of  a large  tree,  the  boy  seated  the  old  man 
on  the  railing,  and  wiping  the  moisture  from  his 
face,  sat  down.  He  then  took  a well  worn  book 
from  his  pocket,  and  as  the  venerable  man  drew 
nearer  to  the  youth,  he  read  to  him  the  Word  of 
their  kindred,  those  exiles  worshipped  God  in  His 
Temple. 

The  numerous  bells  were  then  inviting  the  citizens 
to  church.  A fashionable  audience  was  collecting 
in  a fashionable  house  of  worship.  Wealth  and 
beauty  were  there.  The  matron  and  the  maid  con- 
descend to  devote  a few  moments  of  a sabbath  mor- 
ning to  slander  or  to  sleep.  Does  the  listening  cash- 
ier tremble  for  his  securities  or  for  his  soul?  Can 
the  meek  and  devout  man  in  the  pulpit  bring  his 
hearers  to  realize  the  folly  of  this  world  or  the  next? 
Does  the  man  of  half  a million,  with  whited  neck- 
cloth and  cadaverous  cheek,  who  boasts  of  saving  all 
that  he  pinches — does  be  realize  the  source  or  desti- 
nation of  his  wealth? — are  not  his  descendants  alrea- 
dy chewing  the  scanty  crust  of  penury  and  want? 

when  winter  chills,  and  the  rude  winds  pierce  their 
tender  frames,  as  the  miser  counts  his  warm  and  sor- 
did treasure,  or  laughs  mechanically  at  on  unappre- 
ciated jest,  are  they  not  destitute  of  a garment  that 
he  is  too  penurious  to  bestow? 

From  these  reflections  we  turned  again  to  the  pil- 
grims in  the  park.  They  were  kneeling  on  the  turf, 
with  their  faces  resting  on  the  railing.  The  exiled 
patriarch,  with  one  hand  raised  toward  heaven  and 
the  other  resting  on  the  head  of  his  boy,  was  at 
prayer!  [Albany  Evening  Journal. 

Logic  and  philosophy — Extractor  a letter  from 
the  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Post; 

J1  curious  decision. — By  the  tariff  l%w  of  1842 

that  legislative  wonder,  whose  repeal  was  to  produce 
such  wide  spread  “ruin” — it  was  provided  that  “phi- 
losophical  apparatus”  was  to  be  admitted  free  of 
duty.  The  provision  was  a wise  oue,  intended  no 
doubt  as  au  encouragement  to  the  cause  of  learning 
and  science.  But  little  did  the  farmers  dream  of  the 
strange  ends  to  which  it  would  be  perverted.  To 
one  of  the  government  officials  in  this  city  it  has  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to  display  powers  of  logic 
which  it  would  be  hard  to  match.  The  circum- 
stances are  briefly  these: 

A prominent  church  in  New  York  imported  a 
quantity  of  costly  carpeting.  Anxious  to  save  the 
duty,  an  issue  was  made  at  the  custom  house,  and 
referred  to  the  treasury,  there  to  be  determined  by 
one  of  the  auditors.  The  arbitrator  belonged  to  the 
denomination,  and  the  church  was  in  safe  hands  of 
course.  In  due  season  he  delivered  bis  opinion,  as 
follows:  The  Christian  religion,  he  reasoned,  is  a 
system  of  philosophy,  the  purest  and  best  ever  pro- 
mulgated, because  of  its  divine  origin;  for  the  promo- 
tion of  this  system,  churches  are  required;  churches 
are  visited  by  men  and  women;  men  and  women  all 
the  world  over  love  comfort;  to  make  a church  a 
place  of  comfort,  it  is  necessary  that  the  floor  be  co- 
vered  with  carpeting:  ergo,  carpeting  is  included 
under  the  bead  of  “philosophical  apparatus,”  and 
being  clearly  within  the  meaning  and  purview  ot  the 
section,  is  exempt  from  duty!  Call  you  not  this 
chopping  logic  with  a broad-axe? 

American  institute,  (N.  Y.) — 20l&  annual  fair. 
The  enterprising  and  able  managers  of  the  Institute 
are  busied  in  preparations  thus  early  for  the  twenti- 
eth (air.  Castle  garden  is  again  selected  for  this  an- 
nual display  of  all  the  productions  of  the  U.  States 
in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  arts.  The  re- 
suits  of  the  genius  and  labor  of  our  citizens  for  one 
year  are  always  of  the  highest  interest:  such  a vast 
hive  always  yields  much  honey,  for  here  there  are 
DO  drones.  We  entertain  so  strong  a regard  for  the 
sjitfO)  9f  internal  istpreyement  in  all 
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good  things  that  we  feel  it  to  be  more  of  a pleasure 
than  a duty  to  add  our  voice  to  those  who  bail  the 
labors  of  the  American  Institute  is  among  those  of 
sure  good  to  the  whole  country. 

Our  readers  may  recollect  that  the  Castle  garden 
we  speak  of  is  on  the  point  of  the  battery  of  N.  York 
looking  out  upon  the  noble  bay,  thronged  with  ships 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  castle  was  erected 
to  defend  the  city  from  attacks  by  sea;  that  object 
long  sinse  rendered  useless,  the  castle  has  become 
an  amphitheatre  for  peaceful  enjoyments.  Its  cir- 
cumference is  about  six  hundred  feet;  its  whole  space 
now  covered  with  a dome  and  safe  from  all  weather. 
This  great  space  admits  of  the  display  to  many  thou- 
and  spectators  at  one  view  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
articles  on  exhibition.  At  one  view  the  grand  whole 
is  comprehended,  but  the  detailed  examination  is 
work  for  many  days. 

In  the  course  of  the  fair,  which  commonly  remains 
open  for  about  three  weeks  there  have  been  over 
two  hundred  thousand  visiters  in  attendance.  The 
trifling  sum  of  twenty  five  cents  is  always  deemed  of 
no  account  compared  with  the  gratification  felt  in 
this  triumph  of  American  art,  genius,  and  industry. 

The  music,  the  addresses,  the  nautical  displays 

®voomd.*J>«.j'j»AHe,JLhej6xesyQrks.  the  neat  and  well- 
tiemen  from  every  part  of  the  country,  constitule  a 
foene  which  deeply  impresses  the  spectator,  and 
which  leaves  a durable  pleasure  on  the  memory. 

The  ploughing  and  spading  match  is  of  course 
held  in  the  country,  not  far  from  the  city,  and  such 
a one  as  that  held  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  last  fall, 
is  worth  a long  journey  to  see. 

The  exhibition  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  &c.  is  held 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  during  the  fair,  is  capable 
of  being  visited  fur  six  cents’  ride  in  an  omnibus, 
and  forms  always  a very  interesting  part  of  the  fair. 

The  managers  request  all  persons  who  mean  to 
exhibit  articles  to  have  them  at  the  Castle  on  the 
first  or  second  of  October  at  latest,  without  fail,  that 
all  may  have  proper  places  assigned  for  them  in  the 
exhibition.  Intelligencer. 

letter  from  MR.  CLAT. 

Ashland,  June  1,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  I duly  received  your  friendly  and  of- 
ficial letter,  as  a committee  appointed  by  the  whig 
scythe  smiths  of  North  Wayne  in  Maine,  informing 
me  of  their  having  presented  to  me  half  a dozen 
grass,  and  half  a dozen  grain  scythes;  and  they  ac- 
cordingly arrived  in  safety  yesterday,  free  from  any 
charge  of  transportation,  through  the  liberality  of 
Messrs.  Adams  & Co’s  Express  line.  They  have 
reached  me  at  a very  opportune  period — just  about 
the  commencement  of  the  season  for  their  use — and 
I shall,  therefore,  soon  test  the  value  of  their  steel, 
which  1 have  no  doubt  1 shall  find  as  good  as  their 
form  and  finish  are  excellent.  1 thank  you,  gentle- 
men, and  those  whom  you  represent,  most  heartily 
for  this  useful  and  acceptable  present — and  more 
highly  appeciated  by  me  for  having  come  such  a 
great  distance,  from  friends  who  so  highly  regard 
me. 

They  were  manufactured,  you  inform  me,  at  an 
establishment  which  grew  up  under  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  the  tariff  of  1642,  and  which  has  employed 
from  80  to  100  men  and  made  12,000  dozen  of  scythes 
annually.  It  has  my  best  wishes  that  it  may  long 
continue  to  flourish,  to  the  advantage  of  its  proprie- 
tor and  to  (he  benefit  of  the  country. 

Yes!  gentlemen,  1 certainly  concur  with  you  in 
deprecating  ihis  Mexican  war,  the  causes  which 
brought  it  about,  and  the  manner  of  its  commence- 
ment. 

I sincerely  wish  that  every  bayonet  and  sword 
employed  in  its  prosecution,  by  both  belligerents, 
were  converted  into  scythes,  ploughshares,  and  axes, 
and  they  dedicated  to  their  respective  uses  in  the 
innocent  and  peaceful  arts  of  life. 

1 am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  ob’t 
aetv’l,  H.  CLAY 

Messrs.  W.  A.  Passmore,  E.  Giles,  O.  L.  Larrabee, 

W.  Esty,  W.  Holman,  N.  W.  Moore,  D.  Madre, 

E.  Graves,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

THE  FLAG  OF  THE  BALTIMORE  BATTALION. 

Letter  from  Brevet  Major  Buchanan  commanding  the 
battalion,  to  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore, 

Tampico,  Mexico,  May  31, 1847. 

Dear  Sir:  The  term  of  service  of  the  Baltimore  bat- 
talion having  expired,  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  a 
suitable  disposition  of  the  flag,  under  whose  folds  it  so 
gallantly  fought,  and  so  faithmlly  sustained  the  toils  and 
privations  incident  to  the  last  twelve  months'  campaigns. 
The  officers  of  the  battalion  desire  that  it  should  be 
presented  to  the  corporation  of  the  city,  to  be  kept  in 
the  City  Hall  as  a memento  of  their  regard  for  Balti- 
more. In  this  arrangement  I most  heartily  concur.  It 
tberetote  becomes  my  very  agreable  duty  to  forward 


the  flag  to  you,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  with  the 
request  that  it  may  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  donors.  By  our  fellow  citizens  it  may 
well  be  regarded  with  feelings  of  pride,  as  having  been 
the  standard  of  a body  of  their  friends,  which,  for  good 
discipline,  soldierly  deportment,  and  efficiency  for  hard 
service,  stood  in  a most  enviable  position.  The  Rio 
Grande,  Monterey,  Victoria,  and  Tampico,  will  all  bear 
witness  to  the  services  of  the  battalion. 

Sergeant  Major  Wm.  T.  Lennox,  who  carried  the 
flag  in  the  battle  of  Monterey  after  Hart  was  wounded 
and  who  has  been  the  color  bearer  since  that  time,  will 
be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  delivering  it  to  you. 

I am  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
ROBERT  C.  BUCHANAN, 

Brevet  Major  4th  infantry,  commanding  battalion. 

To  Hon.  Jacob  G.  Davies, 

Mayor  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

An  interesting  ceremony  took  place  on  the  10th  in- 
stant at  the  City  Hall,  on  the  presentation  of  the  flag. — 
It  was  borne  on  this  occasion  by  the  gallant  Sergeant 
Lennox  who  bore  it  so  signally  at  the  battle  of  Monte- 
rey, and  was  presented  to  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  by  the 
commander  Capt.  James  E.  Stewart  with  some  appro- 
priate remarks,  to  which  Mayor  Davies  responded  in 
behalf  of  the  city. 

Fellow  Soldiers  of  the  Baltimore  Battalion: 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  emotions  that  I mingle  in  this 
acejie,  or  am  called  upon  to  participate  in  the  ceremony 
to  present  a banner,  whose  fate  is  yet  sliroufiecl'ni'the 
future,  uncertain  whether  it  shall  be  borne  with  honor, 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  or  basely  deserted  in  the  hour 
of  danger;  but  you  have  assembled,  my  fellow  soldiers, 
to  place  once  more  upon  the  altar  of  your  country  that 
flag  which  has  already  waived  in  triumph  on  the  blood 
stained  field,  and,  to  the  credit  of  our  city,  was  the  first 
to  float  on  the  proud  battlements  of  Monterey.  Your 
city  greets  you  with  a welcome  and  1 am  proud  to  place 
this  banner  as  a trophy  by  the  side  of  those  which  waiv- 
ed in  victory  over  the  defenders  of  North  Point.  It 
shall  be  borne  in  our  processions  as  one  signalized  by 
the  heroism  of  its  defenders,  one  honored  by  the  pre- 
cious form  that  it  wrapped  in  its  fold — one  on  which 
rested  the  dying  gaze  of  the  victorious  chief,  beneath 
whose  guidance  your  gallant  band  was  hurried  on  until 
your  proud  banner  mingled  with  the  ensign  of  the  foe. 
It  shall  be  honored  for  me  memory  of  the  gallant  Wat 
son;  it  shall  be  gazed  on  with  pride  for  the  dangers  it 
has  survived,  and  shall  be  treasured  by  our  citizens  as  a 
noble  legacy  bequeathed  us  by  the  brave,  the  gallant  bat 
talion. 

After  the  presentation,  Coptain  Kenley,  commander 
of  one  of  the  companies  that  had  returned,  addressed 
the  assembled  citizens.  He  stated  that  out  of  four  hun- 
dred that  had  left  the  city,  only  eighty  had  yet  arrived 
here,  a large  portion  of  the  absent  ones  were  lying  in 
hospitals,  homeless  and  destitute,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Union. 
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The  British  steamer  Britannia  left  Liverpool  on  the 
4th,  and  reached  Boston  on  the  17  ih  inst. 

The  propeller  Sarah  Sands  arrived  at  New  York  on 
the  19th  with  1 16  passengers,  sailed  from  Liverpool  June 
15ih,  but  on  the  20ih  an  obstruction  which  had  before 
retarded  the  progress  of  the  ship  at  length  entirely  pre 
eluded  the  operation  of  her  machinery,  and  the  com 
mander  determined  to  return  to  Cork  to  repair.  On  the 
22d  she  arrived  in  the  Cove  of  Cork,  after  a homeward 
run  of  five  hundred  miles,  and  having  penetrated  across 
the  Atlantic  as  far  to  the  westward  as  21  degress longi 
tude.  Having  completed  the  necessary  repairs,  she 
sailed  from  Cork  for  New  York  on  the  29th  ult. 

The  steamship  Washington  arrived  at  Bremen  on  the 
19th  ult..  decorated  with  American  flags  and  the  state 
flag  of  Bremen.  A grand  dinner  was  given  on  board 
on  the  22d,  to  celebrate  her  arrival.  The  Washington 
left  Bremen  on  the  25th,  her  regular  day  of  sailing,  and 
reached  Southampton  on  the  27th,  in  the  forenoon,  per- 
forming the  voyage  in  46  hours.  In  consequence  of  the 
eager  curiosity  expressed  to  view  the  interior,  the  Ame- 
rican consul,  Mr-  Croskey,  has  resolved  to  issue  tickets 
of  admission,  to  be  sold  al  Is.  each,  the  proceeds  to  be 
applied  to  charitable  purposes-  I'lie  Washington  was 
to  leave  Southampton  for  New  York  on  the  lOih  inst. 
She  brought  sixty  passengers  from  Bremen,  most  of 
whom  were  bound  for  New  York.  Amongst  them  are 
six  nuns. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Breadstppfs.  The  arrival  of  immense  quantities  of 
grain  from  the  Baltic,  from  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  Mediterranean,  part  of  it  in  bad  condition,  thrown 
upon  the  market  at  any  sacrifice,  together  with  the  most 
favorable  appearance  of  the  crops  throughout  all  Eu- 
rope, and  the  near  approach  of  harvest,  has  reduced 
prices  far  below  what  was  anticipated  here,  and  very 
heavy  losses  will  be  sustained.  Speculators  and  gam- 
blers in  prices  will  be  ruined,  and  few  will  commisserale 
them. 

The  latest  quoted  prices  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions 
in  the  Liverpool  market  are  as  lollows. 

July  3.  June  26-  May  19. 

Per  Britannia.  Caledonia.  Hibernia. 

U.  S.  wheat, 

per  701bs.  $2  04a  2 52  2 S2a  2 94  3 57a  3 68 

U.  S.  flour, 

per  bbl.  7 9 a 8 23  9 12a  9 60  12  26al2  50 

Indian  corn, 


perqr.  7 98al0  96  11  88al2  97  15  48al5  60 

Indian  meal, 

per  bbl.  4 OOaa  00  5 72a  5 96  a 

The  above  table  shows  the  decline,  from  the  highest 
point,  May  19th,  to  Saturday,  3d  inst.  The  prices  are 
calculated  at  24  cents  to  the  British  shilling,  or  ®6  to  the 
£ sterling. 

The  imports  from  the  United  Stales  of  flour,  &c.  in- 
to Liverpool,  from  the  16ih  to  30th  June  inclusive,  are 
— Flour,  194,167  bbls.;  wheat,  17,547  qrs.  (of  560  Iba. 
per  quarter,)  Indian  corn,  117,552  qrs.  Also,  from  Ca- 
nada, 5,400  qrs.  wheat,  and  7,663  bbls  flour. 

Cotton.  As  usual,  cotton  advanced  as  grain  declin- 
ed in  price.  Compared  with  quotations  by  the  previous 
steamer,  American  cotton  had  realized  fully  |d.  ad- 
vance, and  was  in  demand. 

, The  men'  y market  has  considerably  improved,  and 
greater  confidence  has  been  infused  into  every  branch 
of  trade.  Not  only  is  a growing  liberality  evinced  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  but  the  provincial  banks  gene- 
rally manifest  a spirit  of  enlarged  accommodations. 

The  paper  ot  the  Bank  of  England  in  actual  circula- 
tion, including  seven  days  and  other  post  bills,  decreas- 
ed last  wesk  from  ill8, 816.051  to  i)18,741,490,  being  a 
difference  of  JE73.661,  while  the  increase  ot  bullion  was 
;C14.808. 

The  doubts  respecting  the  potato  ertm  seem  confined 
to  the  prospects  of  Ireland,  whilst  in  Holland,  Belgium, 
France,  the  north  of  Germany,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  no 

tonli^r'P^ 

had  greatly  declined  in  price. 

The  European  Times,  in  concluding  an  article  on  the 
subject  of  breadstuffs,  says;  “There  can  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  stock  in  all  the  available  markets  of 
Europe  will  be  quite  exhausted  before  the  harvest;  in- 
deed, the  food  riots  in  corn-producing  spots,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  prices,  prove  that  the  dealers  have 
oversold  themselves,  and  exported  the  produce  which 
was  required  for  their  own  wants.  In  England  we  are 
satisfied  that  very  little  stock  remains  in  the  farmer’s 
hands.  Some  rare  instances  of  obstinate  holders  stand- 
ing out  for  impossible  prices  prove  nothing.  In  a month 
hence  there  will  be  little  or  none  remaining,  but  new 
corn  will  probably  be  in  the  market.  Now,  if  the  pr«- 
sent  fine  weather  continues,  ot  which  there  is  every  ap- 
pearance, it  may  be  confidently  stated  that  a most 
abundant  harvest  will  be  gathered  throughout  all  Eu- 
rope. It  will  follow,  therefore,  ti«t  although  the  require- 
ments of  Europe  will  be  immense,  the  supplies,  taking 
it)  to  consideration  the  abridged  means  of  the  people  to 
purchase,  will  be  corresponding,  and  any  excess  over 
the  wants  of  consumption  will  lend  to  reduce  prices  in 
a far  greater  proportional  degree  than  in  a mere  arith- 
metical ratio. 

Pensions.  Qeen  Victoria  has  directed  the  following 
pensions  to  be  placed  on  the  civil  list: 

^1200  per  annum  to  the  widow  and  daughters  of  Dr. 

Chalmers. 

200  do  to  Leigh  Hunt. 

100  do  to  the  children  of  Thomas  Hood. 

300  do  to  Father  Matthew. 

Annals  of  misert. — An  address  to  Queen  Victo- 
ria has  been  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  Montreal,  which  begins  as  follows: 

“We,  your  majesty’s  loyal  subjects,  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  most 
humbly  represent — 

“The  wholesome  immigration,  composed  of  men 
with  capital,  or  of  men  able  and  willing  to  labor, 
will  always  be  acceptable  and  beneficial  to  your  ma- 
jesty’s faithful  Canadian  subjects;  and  that  immi- 
grants of  either  class  cannot  fail  to  acquire  every 
necessary,  most  of  the  comforts,  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life;  but  that  paupers,  unused  to  labor—- 
mendicants  with  families,  averse  from  every  indus- 
trious pursuit — whole  cargoes  of  human  beings  in  a 
state  of  destitution  and  in  every  stage  of  disease — 
must  prove  as  they  have  already  proved,  a grievous 
burden  to  the  resident  colonial  population. 

“That  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  children  of 
this  description  have  this  season  arrived,  and  are 
daily  arriving;  that  the  mortality  among  them  is  ap- 
palling, and  that  a pestilence  is  seriously  apprehend- 
ed.’’ 

The  Pilot  tells  us  that  it  was  elicited  during  the 
debate  on  the  above— 

“That  60,000  more  immigrants  are  to  come  into 
this  country  before  August;  that  these  paupers  are 
thrown  here  by  their  landlords,  who  tell  them  they 
would  find  here  a new  Eden;  that  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  the  present  immigrants  are  widows  and  or- 
phans, who  are  a burden  to  the  country;  that  the 
number  of  sick  was  stated  to  be  twelve  hundred  at 
the  immigrant  hospital,  the  half  of  whom  arrived 
here  not  able  to  move;  that  eight  or  ten  persons, 
adults  and  children — dead  dying  and  living— are  ly- 
ing in  the  same  bed;  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  Grey 
nuns  we  don’t  know  what  would  become  of  them; 
that  the  typhus  fever  is  raging  at  Grosse  Island,  at 
Quebec,  at  Brockville,  and  al  Montreal,  caused  by 
the  immigtants.” 

Ireland.  We  are  glad  to  find  that,  generally,  the  ac 
ounts  are  much  less  unfavorable  as  to  the  extent  of  fe-- 
ver  and  destitution.  Food  is  becoming  plentiful  and 
cheaper,  and  the  prospects  of  the  barve  st  are  giving 
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confidenca' to  all  classes.  Even  in  Skibbereeii  there  is 
a most  decided  improvement.  In  some  districts,  hovv 
ever,  Sligo  un  paniculdr,  fever  and  destitution  still  pre- 
vail to  a lamentable  extent. 

Relief  of  Ireland.  The  Cork  E^aniner  of  June  19, 
mentions  the  arrival  of  a large  fleet’of  merchant  ships 
in  that  harbor,  from  the  Mediterranean,  America,  and 
other  ports,  laden  with  breadstuff's.  The  bay  before  the 
Ceve,  it  says,  is  covered  with  them,  and  they  certainly 
present  at  this  time  a more  exhilarating  spectacle  than 
ever  did  a squadron  of  battle  ships  on  the  same  noble 
waters.  It  is  stated  that  outside  of  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  or  on  their  way  to  it,  were  no  less  than  hundreds 
of  other  vessels  bearing  a similar  welcome  freightage 
for  the  great  wants  of  the  people.  It  was  hoped  that 
owing  to  these  timely  supplies  there  would  be  a very 
great  change  in  the  price  of  breadstuffs. 

SCOTLAND. 

Thb  late  Dr.  Chalmers.  Our  foreign  papers  are 
crowded  with  testimonials  of  respect  for  the  late  Dr. 
Chalmers.  Wo  copy  from  the  Edinburg  Witness  a no- 
tice of  his  funeral,  and  some  other  items  respecting  that 
truly  good  and  great  man; 

Dust  to  dust;  the  grave  now  holds  all  that  was  mortal 
of  Thomas  Chalmers.  Never  before  dtd  we  witness 
■uch  a funerals  nay,  never  before,  in  at  least  the  memo- 
ry of  man,  did  Scotland  witness  such  a funeral.  Great- 
ness of  the  mere  extrinsic  type  can  always  command  a 


worn  not  as  idle  signs,  but  as  the  representatives  of  a 
real  sorrow,  were  borne  by  well  nigh  half  the  population 
of  the  metropolis,  and  blackened  the  public  ways  for 
furlong,  after  furlong,  and  mile  after  mile — was  such  as 
Scotland  has  rarely  witnessed,  and  which  mere  rank  or 
wealth,  when  at  the  highest  or  the  fullest,  were  never 
yet  able  to  buy.  It  was  a solemn  tribute, spontaneously 
paid  to  departed  goodness  and  greatness  by  the  public 
mind. 

♦ ****• 

The  day  was  one  of  those  glximy  days,  not  unfre- 
quent in  early  summer,  which  steeps  the  landscape  in 
a sombre,  neuiral  tint  of  gray— a sort  of  diluted  gloom 
— and  volumes  of  mist,  unvariegated,  blank,  and  niffuse 
of  outline,  flew  low  athwart  the  hills,  or  lay  folded  on 
the  distant  horizon.  A chill  breese  from  the  cast  mur- 
mured drearily  threugh  the  trees  that  line  the  cemetery 
on  the  south  and  west,  and  rustled  amidst  the  low  or- 
namental shrubs  that  vary  and  adorn  its  surface.  We 
felt  as  if  the  garrish  sunshine  would  have  associated  ill 
with  the  occasion.  A continuous  range  of  burial  vaults, 
elevated  some  twenty  feet  over  the  level,  with  a screen 
of  Gothic  architecture  in  front,  fenced  by  a parapet,  and 
laid  out  into  a broad  roadway  atop,  runs  along  the  ce- 
metery from  side  to  side,  and  was  covered  at  an  early 
hour  by  many  thousand  spectators,  mostly  well  dressed 
females. 

All  the  neighboring  roads  with  the  various  streets 
through  which  the  procession  passed, from  Morningside 
on  to  Lauriston,  and  from  Lauriston  to  the  burying 
ground — a distance,  by  this  circuitous  route,  of  consi- 
derably more  than  two  mites — were  lined  thick  with 
people.  We  are  confident  we  rather  under-estimate  than 
exaggerate  their  numbers,  when  we  state  that  the  spec- 
tators of  the  funeral  must  have  rather  exceeded  than 
fallen  short  of  a hundred  thousand  persons.  As  the 
procession  approached,  the  shops  on  both  sides,  with 
scarce  any  exceptions,  were  shut  up,  and  business  sus- 
pended. There  was  no  part  of  the  street  or  road  through 
which  it  passed  sufficiently  open,  or  nearly  so,  to  give  a 
view  of  the  whole.  The  spectator  merely  saw  file  after 
file  pass  by  in  what  seemed  endless  succession. 

In  the  cemetery,  which  is  of  great  extent,  the  whole 
was  at  once  seen  for  the  first  time,  and  the  appearance 
was  that  of  an  army.  The  figures  dwindled  in  the  dis- 
tance, in  receding  towards  the  open  grave  along  the  long 
winding  walk,  as  in  those  magnificent  pictures  of  Mar- 
tin, in  which  even  the  littleness  of  men  is  made  to  en 
hatice  the  greatness  of  their  works,  and  the  array  of 
their  aggregated  numbers.  And  still  the  open  gateway 
continued  to  give  ingress  to  the  dingy  living  tide  that 
seemed  to  flow  unceasingly  inwards,  like  some  peren- 
nial stream  that  disembogues  its  waters  into  a lake. — 
The  party-colored  thousands  on  the  eminence  above,  all 
in  silence,  and  many  of  them  in  tears-  -the  far-stretching 
lines  of  the  mourners  below — the  effect,  amid  the  gene- 
ral black,  of  the  scarlet  cloaks  of  the  magistracy — for 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburg  had  come  in  their  robes  of 
office,  and  attended  by  its  officials  and  insignia,  to  mani- 
fest their  spontaneous  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
greatest  of  their  countrymen — the  slow,  measured  tramp, 
that,  with  the  rustle  of  the  breeze,  formed  the  only 
sounds  audible  in  so  vast  an  assemblage — all  conspired 
to  compose  a scene  solemn  and  impressive  in  the  high- 
est degree,  and  of  which  the  recollection  will  long  sur- 
vive in  the  memory  of  the  spectators.  There  was  a 
moral  sublimity  in  the  spectacle.  It  spoke  more  empha- 
tically than  by  words,  of  the  dignity  ot  intrinsic  excel- 
lence, and  of  the  height  to  which  a true  man  may  at- 
tain. It  was  the  dust  of  a Presbyterian  minister  wliich 
the  coffin  contained;  and  yet  they  were  burying  him 
amid  the  tears  of  a nation,  and  with  more  than  kingly 
honors. 

When  the  head  of  the  procession  had  reached  the 
grave,  the  rear  had  done  little  more  than  entered  the 
grounds,  so  that  almost  the  entire  of  the  quadrangular 
walk  was  occupied  by  the  long  dense,  dark  line  of  mour- 
ners- The  ranks  of  the  procession  now  formed  them- 
selves into  two  lines,  between  which  the  coffin,  with  its 
plate  inscribed  thus: 


THOMAS  CHALMERS, 

Pied  31st  May,  1847, 
aged 

67  years, 

was  borne  along,  followed  by  the  son  of  Dr.  Hanna  as 
chief  mourner;  the  relatives  of  the  deceased;  the  magis- 
trates of  the  city;  the  members  of  assembly;  the  pro- 
fessors; the  Presbytery  of  Edinburg,  &,c.  The  moment 
when  the  coffin  was  lowered  into  the  grave  was  known 
in  the  most  distant  part  of  the  ground  by  the  party 
around  the  grave  uncovering — an  act  in  which  they 
were  instantly  followed  along  the  whole  line.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  procession  no  longer  retained  their  places. — 
As  if  attracted  by  some  irresistable  influence,  they  all 
drew  towards  the  grave,  and  gathering  around  it  in  one 
vast  and  dense  multitude,  they  stood  in  silent  awe  while 
the  dust  was  piled  above  the  mighty  dead. 

SPAIN. 

The  intelligence  from  all  the  provinces,  describes  the 
prospects  of  the  forthcoming  harvest  as  extremely  cheer- 
ing. In  several  parts  of  the  country  it  had  already  been 
reaped.  , 

Espartero  is,  it  is  said,  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Spain 
and  be  restored  to  all  his  honors. 

The  last  accounts  from  the  north  of  Spain  state  that 
ihe  Carlists  are  becoming  daily  more  bold,  and  that  they 
have  shown  themselves  in  numerous  detached  bodies  in 
Catalonia. 

The  eff  'rts  of  the  Pope’s  Nunceo  and  others,  to  effect 
have  failed,  and  it  is  supposed  that  by  d’lht  of  French 
influence,  the  determination  of  the  queen  to  obtain  a 
divorce  will  be  rendered  nugatory,  and  the  favorite  pro- 
ject of  an  Orleans  dynasty  on  the  throne  of  Spain  ac- 
complished, in  the  persons  or  descendants  of  the  Duke 
and  Dutchess  de  Montpensier. 

PORTUGAL. 

Affairs  continue  in  an  unsettled  state,  Count  Sa  Ban- 
deira  surrendered  with  60  officers  and  300  men  to  Sir 
W.  Parker  and  the  allied  powers  in  the  bay  of  St.  Ubes, 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  had  escaped.  The  Junta 
of  Oporto,  refused  to  disband  its  troops  until  a new  mi- 
nistry had  been  formed,  and  then  it  would  not  surrender 
its  arms  to  the  Duke  de  S.aldanha  or  the  Spanish  troops. 

Id  ALY . 

Rome.  The  principal  chiefs  of  the  thirty-three  pro- 
vinces of  the  community  of  Capucins  have  been  con- 
voked at  Rome,  for  the  election  of  a general  of  the 
order.  It  is  the  firs;  time  for  seventy  years,  that  the 
chiefh  of  this  order  have  been  called  together. 

The  Pope  has  appointed  a committee  to  inquire  into 
the  position  of  the  Jews.  , _ , , 

A letter  from  Rome,  dated  June  5th,  and  published  in 
the  London  Times  of  the  18th,  says:  “A  gra^  funeral 
service,  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  ot  great  O Connell, 
was  celebrated  to-day  in  the  ancient  church  of  St.  Aga- 
tha, belonging  to  the  Irish  college-  R.'*  that  church 
his  heart  has  been  deposited.  The  Bishop  of  Hydera- 
bad celebrated  mass,  and  the  absolution  was  given  by 
Cardinol  Franzoni.  The  vice  president  of  the  Irish 
college  delivered  a funeral  oration,  which  drew  tears 
from  the  auditory.  But  this  is  a mere  family  Immage, 
rendered  by  the  Irish  to  the  memory  of  their  liberator. 
On  the  15th  a public  ceremony  is  to  take  place,  in  which 
Rome  will  pay  a just  tribute  of  gratitude  and  admira- 
tion to  the  champion  of  religious  liberty,  rrotessor 
Orioli  has  already  pronounced,  before  an  auditoyr  com- 
posed of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  Roman  Society 
by  their  rank  and  learning,  a panegync  of  the  great 
citizen  of  Ireland,  which  will  shortly  be  published.  The 
eloquent  Father  P.  Ventura  is  also  preparing  a funeral 
oration  for  the  ceremony  of  the  15th,  which  is  to  be  ce- 
lebrated in  one  of  the  cathedrals  of  the  Holy  city. 

Pope  Pius  IX,  on  the  15th  ult.,  gave  audience  to  the 
son  of  the  Liberator  of  Ireland,  and  made  an  eulogy  of 
Daniel  O’Connell  in  terms  which  must  have  excited  the 
gratitude  and  admiration  of  the  young  meinber  for  I/un- 
dalk.  According  to  what  has  been  stated,  at  the  mo- 
ment at  which  the  visitor  rose,  after  having  Rts^.d  the 
feet  of  the  Holy  Father,  the  Pope  said  in'  hint:  Since  1 
am  deprived  of  the  happiness  so- long  desired  of  em- 
bracing the  hero  of  Christianity,  let  me,  at  least,  have 
the  consolation  ot  embracing  his  son  J And  at  the  same 
time  the  Holy  Father  pressed  him  twice  to  his  heart. 

GERMANY. 

Emigration  to  America,  on  a wholesale  scale,  is  still 
goin:^  oil.  The  United  States  get  the  majority  of  the 
Imigranis,  and  nearly  all  the  best.  Some  villages  are 
entirely  depopulated  by  this  emigration  manta,  and  the 
governments  are  beginning  to  be  alarmed  at  it. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  Cantons.  The  Univers  publishes  a letter  from 
Fribure,  of  the  4ih  ult.,  announcing  that  military  pre- 
parations were  making  in  all  the  Catbalic  cantons,  eysr 
since  the  triumph  of  the  Radicals  in  St.  Gall  appeared 
to  secure  to  the  enemies  of  the  Jesuits  a majority  in  the 
Federal  Diet.  “We  are”  says  the  writer,  without  any 
apprehension,  and  Friburg  and  other  cantons  of  the 
league  arc  actively  organizing  their  means  ot  delence. 
Every  body  is  armed,  and  the  troops  and  volunteers  are 

At  Geneva  the  citizens  have  assembled  in  council 
General,  and  have  re-elected  M.  Fazey  and  several 
other  members  of  the  provisional  government,  ‘°r'"ed 
after  the  revolution  of  October,  who  thus  constitute  a 
new  council  of  state. 

PRUSSIA.  TV  . f 

Our  last  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Oiet  oi 
this  kingdom,  gave  an  account  of  their  doings  up  to  the 
89th  of  May.  We  resume  our  synopsis  of  its  history, 


from  that  date  to  our  latest  accounts  1^  the  steamer  of 
the  19th  ult.,  which  are  to  the  lOih  of  June. 

Twelve  petitions  relative  to  the  amendments  of  the 
patent  of  Feburary  3d,  has  been  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee. "The  majority  of  the  committee  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  petitioning  the  king  to  call  the  diet  together  every 
two  or  every  four  years.  This  was  opposed,  on  the 
ground  that  the  periodical  assembling  of  the  diet  was  an 
already  required  right,  and  that  a petition  would  imply 
a surrender  of  this  right.  The  discussion  was  conduct- 
ed with  great  ardor  and  remarkable  ability.  The  party 
holding  to  the  acqured  rights  obtained  a majority,  but 
not  the  necessary  one  of  two-thirds. 

This  discussion  was  continued  nearly  a week.  M. 
Salvandy,  a minister,  sustained  the  report  in  a speech 
somewhat  remarkable  for  its  strong  monarchical  tenden- 
cies. It  produced  quite  a sensation,  and  its  doctrines 
were  strenuously  assailed.  An  amendment  to  the  re- 
port, insisting  upon  the  existence  of  the  right  of  assem- 
bly, received  two  hundred  and  sixty  votes  to  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven — not  twe-tbirds — and  was  not, 
therefore,  carried.  Another  amendment,  calling  upon 
the  king  to  submit  a plan  of  periodical  assembly,  re- 
ceived throe  hundred  and  twenty-seven  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one — not  quite  two  thirds.  At  length,  an 
amendment  petitioning  the  king  to  grant  the  power  of 
periodical  assemblies,  in  consideration  of  the  right  es- 
tablished by  preceding  legislation,  received  the  necessa- 
ry majority  of  two  thirds. 

In  a subsequent  session  of  the  diet,  the  Koningsburg 
railyruVfted  upon^  me^Teiaiions  lyeiwirfir  VrQsiira  -atnj 
Russia.  The  Czar  and  his  government  received  to 
many  hard  hits  that  much  offence  has  been  taken  at 
them  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  papers  containing  the 
official  sketches  of  the  discussion  are  refused  admission 
in  the  Empire.  The  debate  was  closed  on  the  8th  of 
June,  by  the  rejection  of  the  proposed  bill,  by  a vote  of 
360  to  139,  a two  third  vote,  although  a simple  majority 
would  have  been  sufficient. 

After  a discussion  that  lasted  two  days  before  tho 
whole  diet,  a law  proposed  by  the  government  for  an 
impost  on  income,  to  take  the  place  of  the  tax  on  buteh- 
ers  and  millers,  &c.,  was  raected  by  a vote  of  391  to 
139,  on  the  10th  of  June.  This  was  a singular,  and  in 
some  respects,  an  inconsistent  vote.  It  was  in  direct 
defiance  of  the  diet’s  expressed  opinion,  that  the  exist- 
ing taxes  were  objectionable,  and  that  an  income  tax 
was  the  only  truly  democratic  form  of  taxation.  1 he 
secret,  however,  of  this  apparent  inconsistency  may  be 
found  in  tho  determination  of  the  diet  to  grant  the  pas- 
sage of  no  important  measure,  until  the  questions  of 
their  constitutional  rights  are  settled  to  their  satisfaction. 
This  is  deemed,  by  the  liberals,  their  only  sure  policy. 

On  the  10th,  the  house  of  lords  commenced  the  discus- 
sion of  the  periodical  assembling  of  the  diet.  It  is  feared 
that  from  jealousy  ot  the  influence  that  .the  o her  orders 
are  beginning  to  exercise  over  the  public  mind,  the  lords 
may  decide  against  this  proposal.  This  is,  however, 
only  conjecture.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  the 
king  will  determine  upon  in  reference  to  this  subject.— 
He  certainly  is  now  well  aware  of  the  wishes  of  mem- 
bers erf  the  lower  orders.  It  he  listened  only  to  the 
promptings  of  his  own  wishes,  he  will  grant  nothing, 
from  an  exaggerated  idea  of  his  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges; but  there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  other  prompt- 
ings, even  more  urgent,  and  which  he  will  feel  compell- 
ed to  listen  to  with  respect,  and  which  may  induce  him 
to  grant  all  that  is  asked.  [Boston  Daily  Adv. 

Jews.  The  chamber  of  the  three  representative  es- 
tates have  rejected,  by  a majority  of  130,  Herr  Von 
Beckerath’s  motion  for  placing  the  Jews  upon  terms  of 
perfect  equality  with  the  Christians.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  negatived  the  government  proposition  to  subject  the 
Jews  of  the  Duchy  of  Posen  to  special  laws  of  a less 
liberal  nature  than  tha  laws  proposed  lor  the  members 
of  the  Hebrew  persuasion  in  other  parts  of  the  monarchy. 

The  first  convention  of  the  states  general  has  just 
closed  its  labors,  and  the  speech  deliveredon  the  occasion 
by  the  minister  is  deemed  of  an  ungracious  character. 

GREECE  AND  TURKEY. 

The  Porte  has  accepted  the  proposition  of  Prince 
Metternich'  for  settling  the  difference  between  Greece 
and  Turkey.  The  Grand  Vizier’s  letter  has  been  hand- 
ed tO'  the  English  ministerr  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
Vienna'.  The  difference  is  regarded  as  settled.  M. 
Massurue  will  return  to  Athene,  but  will  not,  it  is 
thought',  long  remain  there. 

ANOTHER  WAR  WITH  CHINA. 

In  China  there  has  been  a small  war,  bloodless  and 
decisive.  The  increasing  frequency  of  attacks  on  the 
persons  and'  property  of  Europeans,  compelled  the  plen- 
ipotentiary to-  have  recourse  to  military  means  for  en- 
forcing fulfilment  of  the  treaty  upon  the  authorities  of 
Canton.  On  the  12th  ot  March,  a party  of  English  and 
Americans,  visiting  Fuh-shan,  a town  twelve  miles  to 
the  west  cf  Canton,  were  attacked  in  such  an  unpro- 
voked and  ferocious  manner  that  Sir  John  Davis  was  at 
last  convinced  his  temporising  policy  only  encouraged 
the  Chinese  to  grosser  outrages.  A hostile  demonstra- 
tion was  accordingly  resolved  on.  Nothing  was  known 
of  it  until  late  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  ot  April.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2d  it  sail^  from  Hong  Kong,  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Aguilar,  accompanied  by  Sir 
John  Davis.  The  squadron  consisted  of  her  majesty’s 
steamer  Vulture,  her  majesty’s  brig  Espiegle.  hon.  com- 
pany’s steamer  Pluto,  the  chartered  steamer  Corsair,  and 
one  or  two  lorchas  with  about  900  troops,  viz:  her  ma- 
jesty’s 18ih  Royal  Irish,  the  42d  Madras  Native  Infan- 
try, and  detachments  of  the  Royal  Artilleiy  and  Sap- 
pera.  The  naval  force  was  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
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Macdougal.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  squa- 
dron entered  the  Bocca  Tigris,  and  surprised  one  fort  in 
■which  were  200  guns,  the  Chinese  flying  at  the  appear- 
ance of  the  British  troops;  simultaneously  a fort  on  the 
opposite  site  was  also  taken  by  surprise.  In  a few  hours 
five  batteries  were  dismantled,  450  guns  spiked,  and  the 
magazine  blown  up  In  effecting  these  important  ob- 
jects, the  utmost  care  was  observed  to  abstain  from  of- 
fering personal  injury  to  the  Chinese  in  the  various  forts, 
and  not  even  the  most  trifling  articles  of  property  were 
carried  away  or  destroyed  by  the  troops. 

As  intelligence  of  the  seizure  of  the  Bogue  forts  had 
arrived  at  Whampoa  before  the  squadron,  it  must  have 
been  known  in  Canton  the  same  night;  and  it  was  not, 
therefore,  considered  likely  that  these  works  would  be 
yielded  without  a struggle.  The  plan  of  operations — 
that  the  two  forts  to  the  left  should  be  simultaneously  at- 
tacked— was  carried  into  effect.  The  gates  of  both  forts 
were  blown  open  by  the  engineers,  their  garrisons  es- 
caped by  the  rear,  the  guns  were  spiked,  the  magazines 
blown  up,  and  the  boats,  with  the  two  columns  under 
Col.  Brereton  and  Major  Aldrich,  supported  by  the 
steamers,  pulled  across  to  attack  the  forts  on  the  other 
bank  of  the  river. 

Here  it  was  determined  to  make  a stand,  and  as  the 
boats  came  within  range,  both  forts  opened  a brisk  fire 
of  round  shot,  and,  when  they  drew  nearer,  of  grape. 
They  were  immediately  replied  to  by  the  Pluto,  Corsair, 
and  the  artillery  gun-boat— the  boats  with  the  troops 
milling  steadlv  towards  the  forts.  The  firing  continued 
on  shore,  the  enenay  abandoned  their  w6rks"by  the  rear. 
The  fire  of  the  Chinese  was  remarkably  well  directed. 
The  guns,  all  of  them  of  large  size  (one  of  copper,  in 
particular,  was  24  feet  in  length,  with  an  8-inch  bo're,) 
were  spiked,  the  magazines  blown  up,  but  private  pro- 
perty, as  before,  rigidly  respected.  The  expedition  then 
continued  its  progress  up  the  river,  and  the  fort  called 
the  “French  Folly,’’  situated  at  the  commencement  of 
the  southeastern  suburbs  of  Canton,  was  attacked,  the 
gate  blown  in,  and  the  guns  spiked.  At  four  o’clock, 
T.  M.  the  steamers  anchored  in  front  of  the  factories,  and 
four  other  forts,  the  river  defences  of  the  city,  and  the 
suburbs  of  Canton,  were  disarmed,  by  blowing  in  their 
gates,  spiking  their  guns,  and  destroying  their  maga- 
zines; making  altogether  upwards  of  85U  pieces  of  heavy 
ordnance  disabled  since  nine  o’clock  the  preceding 
morning.  All  this  was  done  in  36  hours. 

On  landing  Sir  John  Davis  communicated  immedi- 
ately  with  Keying,  who  waited  upon  Sir  John  at  the 
British  consulate.  Keying  asked  time  to  consider  the 
conditions  proposed  to  him:  it  was  granted;  he  asked 
further  time;  it  was  denied,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  bombard  the  city;  Keying  then  consented  to  accept 
the  terms. 

The  most  important  concessions  are:  That  after  two 
years  the  city  of  Canton  shall  be  opened  to  the  British; 
that  the  British  may  roam  in  the  surrounding  country 
ror  exercise  or  amusement  as  at  Shanghai;  that  the 
Chinese  - aggressors  of  British  subjects  in  ten  specified 
cases  are  to  be  arrested,  brought  to  Canton,  and  pun- 
ished in  the  presence  of  persons  deputed  by  her  majes- 
ty’s plenipotentiary:  that  the  lease  of  a site  for  dwellings 
and  warehouses  is  to  be  granted  to  British  merchants 
and  others  on  the  Honan  side  of  the  river,  a site  for  a 
church  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  foreign  fac- 
tories, and  burial  grounds  at  Whampoa.  Precautions 
fire  also  to  be  taken  for  preventing  collisions  between 
the  Chinese  rabble  and  foreigners. 

The  first  result  of  the  treaty  was  the  surrendering  of 
two  Chinese  offenders,  who  were  brought  to  the  factory 
and  bambooed  in  the  presence  of  the  populace.  After 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  expedition,  the  squadron 
returned  on  the  seventh  day  to  Hong  Kong. 

Many  of  the  Britisn  residents  at  Canton  express 
strong  dissatisfaction  with  the  result  of  the  negotiations; 
but  a different  opinion  is  entertained  by  some  of  the 
leading  houses  in  Hong  Kong,  as  well  as  by  all  the 
Americans. 

ATTACK  ON  COCHIN  CHINA. 

Cochin  China.  The  Cochin  Chinese,  like  their  kin- 
dred and  neighbors,  the  Chinese,  have  come  into  colli- 
■lon  vvith  a European  power.  Two  French  vessels  of 
war,  had  gone  to  Thourane,  to  demand  redress  for  im- 
prisoning the  French  bishop  (who  had  been  sent  to 
Singapore  by  the  Cochin  Chinese)  and  probably  also  to 
make  a treaty.  They  were  received  apparently  in  a 
friendly  manner,  but  information  was  given  of  some 
treachery,  and  of  their  hostile  intentions.  There  were 
great  preparations  in  the  forts,  and  five  large  Cochin 
Chinese  men  of  war  being  in  readiness  wiih  a multi- 
tude of  armed  boats,  which  put  the  admiral  on  his  guard. 
Insult  was  soon  offered,  and  they  were  ordered  to  de- 
part; the  French  commodore,  in  self-defence,  was  com- 
elled  to  attack  them,  and  after  an  hour  and  half’s 
ard  fighting  two  men  of  war  were  blown  up,  two 
abandoned,  and  afterwards  burnt,  and  the  Cochin  Chi- 
nese admiral’s  vessel  was  taken  and  burnt  also.  The 
forts  fired  all  the  time,  but  only  a few  shots  hit. 

After  this  event  the  French  frigates  withdrew;  from 
the  number  of  troops  on  board  the  vessels  and  in  the 
forts,  great  slaughter  must  have  been  committed.  Pri- 
vate accounts  say  that  1,000  were  killed.  Only  two  or 
three  were  killed,  and  some  wounded  in  the  French 
frigates. 

A letter  written  from  China  and  addressed  to  a per- 
son in  the  city  of  Nantes,  in  France,  by  a French  mis- 
sionary, states  that  several  captains  of  vessels,  belon^in® 
to  the  tparine  of  the  three  nations  of  France,  England'*, 
and  the  United  States,  have  been  received  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  from  whom  they  had 


solicited  the  opening  the  ports  of  his  kingdom  to  the 
commerce  of  Europe  and  America. 

AFRICA. 

Mr.  Duncan,  an  African  traveller,  presented  a paper 
at  a late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
containining  an  account  of  a recent  journey  into  the 
interior  of  Africa  460  miles,  where  no  European  had 
ever  been.  He  was  kindly  treated  by  the  King  of  Da 
homey,  who  prompted  his  views.  Among  other  things 
Dr.  Duncan  gives  novel  details  of  this  king’s  military 
establishment.  His  body  guard  consists  of  upwards  of 
6,000  women,  armed  with  muskets,  short  sabres,  and 
clubs.  This  guard  is  also  officered  by  women,  and  the 
officers  are  selected  principally  on  account  of  their  height 
and  bodily  dimensions,  corpulency  being  absolutely  es- 
sential. 

EGYPT. 

Alexandria,  May  29.  The  Pacha  remains  in  the 
Delta  villages,  waiting  there  until  the  funeral  services 
have  been  fulfilled  over  the  remains  of  his  recently  de- 
ceased son. 

The  funeral  is  described  as  the  most  gorgeous  spec- 
tacle of  its  kind  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  east. 

In  the  commercial  world  operations  have  been  on  a 
most  limited  scale,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  shipping. — 
The  prices  of  produce  incline  upwards. 


IQA.  OF  M.R  T R.I_S  T . 

Mexican  government,  relative  to  the  mission  of  Mr. 

Trisl. 

An  extra  of  the  Republicano  of  Mexico,  of  the  28th 
of  June,  has  been  received  at  the  department  of 
state,  containing  copies  of  two  notes  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  dated  the  22d  of  June 
last,  and  a translation  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the 
Mexican  government,  by  our  secretary  of  stale,  on 
the  15th  of  April  previous.  We  here  present  trans- 
lations of  the  two  notes  first  mentioned,  together 
with  a copy  in  the  original  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  let- 
ter; all  of  which  will  doubtless  be  read  with  inter- 
est in  every  part  of  our  country. 

[Washington  Union. 

Historical  documents  published  in  the  Republicano  of  the 
28lh  of  June,  1847. 

[translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  INTERNAL  AND  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

To  the  most  excellent  Seci^etaries  of  the  Sovereign 
Congress:  ® 

God  and  Liberty — Mexico,  Jane  22,  1847. 

Most  excellent  sirs:  By  order  of  his  excellency, 
the  president  ad  interim  of  the  republic,  as  resolved’ 
in  a council  of  ministers,  1 have  the  honor  to  place 
in  the  hand  of  your  excellencies,  that  you  may  sub- 
mit it  to  the  sovereign  congress,  at  its  first  meeting, 
a copy  of  the  official  note,  addressed  by  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States  to  this  government  un- 
der date  of  the  15th  of  April  last,  in  which  he'  de- 
clares that  the  president  of  that  republic  intends  to 
despatch,  as  a commissioner,  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  army  operating  in  Mexico,  Nicholas  P.  Trist 
esq  , with  full  powers  to  conclude  a definitive  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Mexican  United  Stales.  ^ 

1 likewise  transmit  to  your  excellencies,  for  com- 
unicalion  to  the  sovereign  congress,  a copy  of  the 
answer  which  the  most  excellent  president  resolved 
in  a council  of  ministers,  to  have  made  to  the  above 
mentioned  note;  his  excellency  feeling  assured  that 
the  august  assembly,  to  which  is  reserved  the  deter- 
mination on  the  affair  to  which  the  present  commu- 
nication relates,  will  despatch  it  with  the  prompt- 
ness and  wisdom  to  be  expected  from  its  patriotism 
and  its  distinguished  enlightenment. 

1 repeat  to  your  excellencies,  on  this  occasion,  the 
assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DOMINGO  IBARRA. 

[copy.] 

To  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of 
the  Mexican  republic: 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  ^pril  Ibth,  1847. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency’s  note,  of  the  22d  February  last, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  18th  January,  proposing, 
on  the  part  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  im- 
mediately to  “despatch  either  to  the  Havana  or  Ja- 
lapa,  as  the  Mexican  government  may  prefer,  one  or 
more  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  as  commis- 
sioners, clothed  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a trea- 
ty of  peace  with  similar  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  Mexico,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  officially  informed 
that  the  Mexican  government  will  appoint  such 
commissioners.’’ 

The  president  deeply  regrets  the  refusal  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  accede  to  this  friendly  over- 
ture, “unless  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of  our 
(the  Mexican)  ports,  and  the  complete  evacuation 
ot  the  territory  of  the  republic  by  the  invading  for- 
ces, shall  be  previously  accepted  as  a preliminary 
condition.’’ 
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The  president  has  instructed  me  to  inform  you  that 
this  “preliminary  condition’’  is  wholly  inadmissible. 
Such  a condition  is  neither  required  by  the  honor,  nor 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  nations.  If  it  were,  this 
would  tend  to  prolong  wars,  especially  between  con- 
terminous countries,  until  the  one  or  the  other  pow- 
er was  entirely  subdued.  No  nation  which,  at  the 
expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure,  has  invaded  its 
enemy’s  country,  and  acquired  pos'ession  of  any  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  territory,  could  ever  consent 
to  withdraw  its  forces,  as  a preliminary  condition  to 
the  opening  of  negotiations  for  peace.  This  would 
be  at  once  to  abandon  all  the  advantages  it  had  ob- 
tained in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  without  any 
certainty  that  jieace  would  result  from  the  sacrifice. 
Nay,  more;  should  such  a negotiation  prove  unsuc- 
cessful, the  nation  which  had  thus  imprudently 
withdrawn  its  forces  from  the  enemy’s  territory, 
might  not  be  able  to  recover,  without  a cost  of 
blood  and  treasure  equal  to  that  first  expended,  the 
advantageous  position  which  it  had  voluntarily  aban- 
doned. 

Fortunately  for  the  cause  of  peace  and  humanity, 
the  history  of  nations  at  war  affords  no  sanction  to 
such  a preliminary  condition.  The  United  States 
are  as  je-alous  of  their  national  honor  as  any  power 
on  the  face  of  the  earth ; and  yet  it  never  entered  into 
iKa  ffrEa.tjita,iR.<mRn  wfin  ad- 
ministered our  government  during  Uie  period  of  our 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  to  insist  that  the  latter 
should  relinquish  that  part  of  our  territory  of  which, 
she  was  in  actual  possession,  before  they  would  con- 
sent to  open  negotiatiors  for  peace.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  look  the  initiative,  and  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  treat  for  peace  whilst  portions  of  our  coun- 
try were  held  by  the  enemy;  and  it  is  a remarkable 
fact,  that  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was  concluded  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  powers  whilst  the  war 
was  raging  on  both  sides;  and  the  most  memorable 
of  the  conflicts  to  which  it  gave  rise  took  place  upon 
our  own  soil  after  the  negotiators  had  happily  termi- 
nated their  labors.  History  is  full  of  such  examples. 
Indeed,  so  far  as  the  undersigned  is  aware,  there  is 
not  to  be  found,  at  least  in  modern  times,  a single 
case,  except  the  present,  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
sidered a necessary  preliminary  that  an  invading 
array  should  be  withdrawn  before  negotiations  for 
peace  could  commence  between  the  padics  to  the 
war. 

It  would,  also,  be  difficult  to  find  a precedent  for 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Mexican  government  in 
another  particular.  'The  president,  anxious  to  avoid 
the  war  now  existing,  sent  a minister  of  peace  to 
Mexico  for  this  purpose.  After  the  Mexican  forces 
bad  attacked  the  army  of  Gen.  Taylor  on  this  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  thus  commenced  the  war, 
the  president,  actuated  by  the  same  pacific  spirit, 
made  repeated  overtures  to  the  governmenl  of  Mex- 
ico to  negotiate  for  its  termination;  and  although  he 
has,  from  the  beginning,  solemnly  declared  before 
the  world  that  he  desired  no  terms  but  such  as  were 
just  and  honorable  for  both  parties,  yet  the  Mexican 
government,  by  refusing  to  receive  our  minister  in 
the  first  place,  and  afterwards  by  not  acceding  to 
our  overtures  to  open  negotiations  for  peace,  has 
never  afforded  to  this  government  even  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  known  the  terms  on  which  we 
would  be  willing  to  settle  all  questions  in  dispute 
between  the  two  republics.  The  war  can  never 
end  whilst  Mexico  refuses  even  to  hear  the  propo- 
sals which  we  have  always  been  ready  to  make  for 
peace. 

The  president  will  not  again  renew  the  offer  to 
negotiate — at  least  until  he  shall  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  would  be  accepted  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment. Devoted,  however,  to  honorable  peace, 
he  is  determined  that  the  evils  of  the  war  shall  not 
be  protracted  one  day  longer  than  shall  be  rendered 
absolutely  necessary  by  the  Mex  can  republic.  Fv-r 
the  purpose  of  carrying  this  determination  into  effect 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  he  will  forthwith  send 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  in  Mexico,  Ni.:ho- 
ias  F.  Trist,  Esq.,  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  the  un- 
dersigned in  our  department  of  foreign  affairs,  as  a 
commissioner,  invested  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
a definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  Mexican 
Stales.  This  gentleman  possesses  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  president,  and  is  eminently  worthy  of 
that  of  the  Mexican  government. 

I’he  undersigned  refrains  from  all  comment  upon 
the  concluding  paragraph,  as  well  as  some  other  por- 
tions, of  your  excellency’s  note;  because  the  strong 
sense  which  he  entertains  of  their  injustice  towards 
the  United  Slates  could  not  be  uttered  in  the  friend- 
ly tone  which  he  desires  to  preserve  in  the  present 
communication.  He  turns  from  these,  therefore,  to 
dwell — as  be  does  with  unfeigned  pleasure — upon 
the  sentiment  contained  in  an  early  part  of  the  same 
note,  where  the  Mexican  goveinmeut  expresses  how 
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painful  it  is  “to  see  disturbed  the  sineere  friendship 
which  it  cultirated  with  your  [our]  republic,  whose 
oontinued  progress  it  has  always  admired,  and  whose 
institutions  hare  served  it  as  a model.” 

This  feeling  is  most  cordially  reciprocated  by  the 
president,  whose  earnest  desire  it  is  that  the  United 
Mexican  States,  under  institutions  similar  to  our  own, 
may  protect  and  secure  the  liberties  of  their  people, 
and  maintain  an  elevated  standing  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  occasion  to  o3er 
to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  most  distin- 
guished consideration.  JAS.  BUCHANAN. 

[translation.] 

To  his  excdkncy  the  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America: 

Federal  palace,  June  23, 1S47. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  internal  and  foreign 
relations,  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency’s 
note,  dated  13th  April  last,  in  which  you  declare 
that  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  United  States 
intends  to  despatch,  as  a commissioner  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army  operating  in  Mexico,  Nicholas 
1*.  Trist,  esq.,  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  your  excel- 
lency, with  full  powers  to  conclude  a definitive  trea- 
ty of  peace  with  the  Mexican  United  States;  and  the 
most  excellent  president  ad  interim  of  this  republic, 

to  whom  iho  eMi»na.o 

the  contents  of  your  excellency’s  said  official  note, 
has  determined  that  you  should  be  informed,  in  reply, 
that  the  decision  of  the  affair  in  question  being  re- 
served to  the  sovereign  congress  of  the  nation,  your 
excellency’s  said  note  is  transmitted  by  him  to  that 
body,  in  order  that  it  may  determine  what  should  be 
deemed  most  proper  on  the  subject.  Its  resolution 
•hall  be  communicated  in  due  time  to  your  excellen- 
cy, by  the  department  under  the  charge  of  the  un- 
dersigned, who  leaves  for  that  occasion  the  answer 
to  the  points  embraced  in  your  excellency’s  said 
note. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity 
to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

DOMINGO  IBARRA. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald  writes  on  the  15th  inst. 

The  forces  in  the  field. — It  appears  to  us  that 
Father  Ritchie  has  been  playing  the  jack-o’-lantern 
with  reference  to  the  actual  and  even  the  prospee 
tive  forces  of  Scott  and  Taylor.  The  administra- 
tion has  been  active;  but  we  understand  a great  num- 
ber of  volunteers  have  been  declined,  who  would 
now  do  efficient  service  if  they  were  in  the  field. — 
We  understand  that  the  whole  force  of  Scott  it  as 
follows: 

At  Puebla  6,000  men. 

At  Vera  Cruz  500  do 

Along  the  road  with  trains,  &o.  1,000  do 

Sick  at  Vera  Cruz  and  along  the  road  500  do 


Total,  8,000  men. 

His  expected  reinforcements  in  process  of  arrival 
at  Vera  Cruz,  deducting  casualties,  cannot  exceed, 
we  suppose,  in  all  the  reinforcements  for  June,  3000 
men.  The  whole  of  this  force  will  be  required  to 
garrison  Puebla,  leaving  for  the  march  upon  the  city 
of  Mexico  a force  of  6000  men.  And  if  Gen.  Scott 
has  celebrated  the  4lh  of  July  in  the  imperial  city  of 
the  Aztecs,  he  has  done  it,  in  default  of  reinforce- 
ments, with  less  than  5000  men.  So  that  if  he  is 
there,  and  fails  of  dictating  a peace,  the  question 
will  next  recur  bow  is  he  to  get  back? 

Gen.  Scott  has  conducted  the  invasion  with  sin 
gular  boldness,  enterprise,  and  success;  but  bis  he 
provided  for  the  “fire  in  the  rear?”  He  has  not  bad 
the  means.  He  has  done  the  best  that  could  be  done ; 
but  bow  is  be  to  progress  or  retrograde?  He  can  do 
neither,  and  unless  Gen.  Taylor  is  dispatched  to  his 
relief,  the  prospect  appears  to  be  that  General  Scott 
must  stand  fast  at  Puebla. 

But  Gen.  Taylor  has  not  the  men.  To  march  with 
even  five  thousand  via  San  Luis,  be  must  break  up 
all  bis  depots  in  the  rear,  and  abandon  entirely  the 
Northern  departments  to  the  enemy.  Will  that  an- 
swer? We  ihink  not. 

The  prospect  is,  therefore,  that  both  armies  will 
have  to  stand  fast  till  more  troops  are  sent  down. — 
Ten  thousand  more  men  are  wanted  in  Mexico,  and 
they  can  be  had. 

Tennessee  volunteers. — The  Jonesborough  Ten- 
nessee Whig  has  the  following  statements  respecting 
the  two  regiments  of  Tennessee  volunteers  who  went 
through  a year’s  service  in  Mexico: 

Colonel  William  B.  Campbell’s  first  regiment  of 
Tennessee  volunteers  numbeied  one  thousand  brave 
men  on  their  march  to  Mexico.  Only  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  rank  and  file,  of  this  gallant 


regiment,  returned  with  their  colonel  to  their 
homes. 

Colonel  Williira  T.  Haskell’s  second  regiment  of 
Tennessee  volunteers  numbered  1040  on  their  march 
to  Mexico.  Only  360  of  those  gallant  men,  rank 
and  file,  returned  with  Col.  Haskell  to  their  homes 
and  friends — their  wives  and  children — their  fathers, 
mothers,  sisters,  brothers,  and  other  relatives  and 
friends. 

The  rest  of  them — thirteen  hundred  and  thirty — 
sickness  and  bullets,  disease,  and  shot  and  swords, 
have  consigned  to  an  early  grave  in  a foreign  land, 
far  from  their  native  homes,  without  coffins  and 
winding  sheets,  or  headstones,  to  tell  who  they  are 
or  where  they  are. 

Letter  from  Major  Gaines  — The  New  Or- 
leans Picayune  of  the  14th  instant,  has  the  follow- 
ing:— 

City  ofJVexico,  June  26,  1847. 

Dear  Sir — I am  very  sorry  that  I have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  advise  you  of  our  release  from  bondage. — 
This  execrable  government,  in  violation  of  repeated 
promises  and  a solemn  engagement  entered  into  with 
Gen.  Taylor  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista, 
still  detains  us  as  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  3d  instant,  I received  a note  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  present  myself  at  the  Castle  of  Santiago, 

vui  •csvx.v  ps  aas^ii|  r—  — — 

nation  of  the  authorities  in  our  case.  At  the  castle 
we  were  informed  that  we  were  exchanged,  and 
that  we  should  depart  the  next  day  for  Tampico— 
the  officers  only,  without  the  men — and  were  di- 
rected to  go  to  the  palace,  receive  our  instructions, 
expense  money,  &c.,  &c.,  preparatory  to  our  depar- 
ture. 

At  the  palace  we  ware  told  to  call  the  next  day, 
and  on  the  next  day  we  were  informed  that  they 
were  without  means  to  send  us,  and  that  we  could 
not  go.  Thus  were  our  hopes  blasted,  after  having 
made  all  necesssary  preparations  on  our  part  for  the 
trip.  This  disappointment  was  the  more  galling  be- 
cause the  reason  assigned  was  known  to  be  a mere 
subterfuge,  and  it  turned  out  that  four  days  afterwards 
our  men,  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  number,  were 
sent  off  to  the  same  place  without  our  knowledge, 
which  required  a much  larger  sum  than  it  would 
have  required  to  send  the  officers. 

Indeed,  it  would  have  taken  a very  small  addition- 
al sum  to  have  sent  us  with  them,  and  that  we  would 
cheerfully  have  paid  ourselves.  By  sending  off  the 
men  without  eur  knowledge,  they  were  subjected  to 
great  suffering  and  inconvenience  on  a long  road  to 
Tampico,  without  the  preparation  necessary  in  the 
way  of  clothing,  shoes,  &c.,  which  were  then  in  fact 
being  furnished  them.  The  true  reason  why  the  of- 
ficers were  not  allowed  to  accompany  them  remains 
to  be  seen. 

Since  that  time  (the  4lb)  1 have  heard  nothing  from 
this  infernal  government,  if  government  it  may  be 
called,  but  to-day  1 have  received  an  assurance  from 
Gen.  Scott  that  immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city,  which  will  surely  be  within 
twelve  days,  he  will  make  a peremptory  demand  for 
us.  It  will  be  complied  with,  I think.  You  may  there- 
fore look  for  me  early  in  August. 

Gen.  Scott  we  are  assured  has  made  every  possible 
effort  to  procure  our  enlargement,  but  to  no  purpose. 
His  approach  to  this  city  will  certainly  take  place  in 
a very  few  days.  His  measures  preparatory  to  mov- 
ing are  all  taken,  and  preparations  nearly  complete. 
He  comes  with  a force  sufficient  to  accomplish  his 
object  effectually. 

1 have  received  no  letters  from  the  states  except 
one  from  A.  K.,  since  my  captivity,  so  that  the 
world  as  to  me  may  be  said  to  be  hermetically  seal- 
ed up.  [Here  follow  passages  of  a nature  altogether 
private  and  domestic,  and  the  letter  concludes  as  fol 
lows:] 

1 have  now  the  most  positive  information  of  Gen. 
Scott’s  readiness  to  move  on  this  capital  within  the 
next  three  or  four  days.  He  will  have  an  easy  con- 
quest. 

My  intercourse  with  Gen.  Worth  is  frequent.  By 
his  generous  conduct  towards  me,  he  has  endeared 
himself  to  me  for  life.  Your  affectionate  brother, 
JNO.  F.  GAINES. 

The  Picayune  remarks — 

We  regard  these  remarks  of  Major  Gaines  upon 
the  movements  of  General  Scott  as  of  the  utmost 
interest.  He  is  a cool  and  cautious  grnileman, 
guarded  in  what  he  says  or  writes,  and  must  have 
strong  grounds  for  the  judgment  he  expresses  as  to 
the  Mexican  means  of  defence.  W e confess  that  our 
opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  resistance  General  Scott 
will  encounter  from  the  Mexicans  has  been  modified 
by  this  letter;  but  that  Gen.  Scott  would  promptly 
and  thoroughly  flog  the  Mexicans  when  he  met  them, 
we  have  never  doubted.  This  letter  confirms  the 
expectation  of  our  Vera  Cruz  correspondent,  and 


of  the  editors  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  that  General 
Scott  would  advance  from  Puebla  about  the  last  of 
June.  We  look  eagerly  for  further  arrivals  from 
Vera  Cruz. 

Mexico. — The  U.  S.  brig  fVashington,  Lieut.  S.  P. 
Lee,  arrived  below  Mobile  on  the  12th  instant;  in 
eight  days  from  Anton  Lizardo. 

Nothing  later  had  been  heard  from  Gen.  Scott, 
No  news  at  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Raritan  and  the  Potomac,  the  former  from 
Tabasco  and  the  latter  from  Vera  Cruz,  had  sailed 
for  Norfolk. 

There  were  lying  at  Anton  Lizardo  the  steam- 
ships Mississippi  and  Vixen,  and  the  ships  Albany, 
Germantown,  John  Adams,  and  Decatur.  The 
health  of  the  squadron  was  good. 

The  Washington  left  Anton  Lizardo  on  the  even- 
ing the  4th.  On  the  morning  before  she  sailed  the 
steamer  Vixen  arrived  from  Tabasco  bringing  intel- 
ligence that  shortly  after  Com.  Perry  left  Tabasco, 
Commander  Bigelow,  who  had  been  left  in  charge 
of  that  post,  went  out  about  six  miles  from  the  town 
and  attacked  and  put  to  rout  a largely  superior  force 
of  the  Mexicans,  with  the  less  of  two  killed  and 
some  six  or  eight  wounded.  The  Mexican  loss  not 
ascertained.  Lieut.  Rodgers  understood  the  Mexi- 
cans were  commanded  by  Col.  Garcie,  and  that 
yigeio'wTcommaSff'coifslSlelfofabme'l^PSe  nuifdrecl 
sailors  and  marines.  Com.  Perry  was  preparing  to 
sail  for  Tabasco. 

The  steamer  Mississippi.  On  the  night  of  the  2d  of 
July,  about  10  o’clock,  shortly  after  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  war  steamer  Mississippi  had  turned  in, 
an  alarm  was  caused  on  board  by  an  apprehension 
of  the  ship  being  on  fire,  which  was  induced  by  the 
smell  of  burning  wood  and  an  unusual  quantity  of 
smoke  in  the  engine  room.  The  fire  was  at  last 
discovered  in  one  of  the  coal  bunks,  and  soon  extin- 
guished. It  is  attributed  to  spontaneous  combustion 
on  account  of  there  being  an  unusual  quantity  of  sul- 
phur in  the  coal. 

Arrivals  at  N.  Orleans  furnish  accounts  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  6ih  inst.,  no  arrival  from  the  army  of 
Gen.  Scott. 

Gen.  Pierce  had  not  left  Vera  Cruz  with  his  de- 
tachment of  troops.  It  was  expected  that  he  would 
do  BO  in  two  or  three  days. 

CiTT  OF  Mexico. — The  Picayune  says: — Our  files 
of  papers  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  by  the  way  of 
Vera  Cruz,  come  down  to  the  29th  of  June.  A sum- 
mons for  congress  to  assemble  we  fied  in  almost  every 
paper  we  open.  We  presume  it  is  summoned  io 
take  into  consideration  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter  announ- 
cing Mr.  Trial’s  appointment.  It  is  certain  that  no 
quorum  had  been  assembled  up  to  the  29th  ultimo. 
The  Repitblicano  publishes  daily  the  list  of  members 
present  and  absent.  They  bare  several  times 
come  very  near  a quorum,  and  there  is  doubtless  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  in  tbe  city  to  form  one. 
— Seventy  one  are  required;  sixty  were  present  on 
tbe  25lh. 

Tbe  papers  of  the  city  appeared  to  expect  that  the 
American  army  would  move  from  Puebla  by  the 
end  of  June.  They  say  not  a word  in  their  later 
numbers  of  their  own  means  of  defence,  or  indeed 
of  their  own  army.  In  this  particular  they  show 
perfect  acquiescence  in  the  wishes  of  Santa  Anna. 
We  see  no  allusion  in  the  papers  to  the  fact  which 
we  have  stated  elesewhera  upon  different  authority 
that  Gen.  Scott  bad  given  the  government  to  the 
30th  ultimo  to  consider  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter 
before  pushing  on  the  capital.  Tbe  Republieano  says 
our  army  is  loo  insignificant  to  advance,  but  hopes 
it  is  true  tbal  Gen.  Scott  intends  doing  so,  as  it  will 
afford  a good  test  of  the  fidelity  of  those  Mexicans 
who  have  pledged  themselves  to  defend  the  capital 
till  death.  This  reads  much  like  a sneer  at  tbe  Mex- 
ican officers — a thing  the  Republieano  is  very  capable 
of  doing. 

On  the  26th  ultimo  rumors  which  tbe  Republieano 
calls  very  alarming  were  in  circulation  in  the  capital. 
It  was  said  that  the  Mexican  government  bad  acce- 
ded to  tbe  mediation  of  England;  that  the  English 
secretary  of  legation  bad  been  down  to  Puebla  and 
returned  on  tbe  24lb;  that  the  object  of  bis  visit  to 
negotiate  with  Gen.  Scott  a treaty  of  peace;  that 
tbe  terms  agreed  upon  between  them  would  bo  the 
surrender  of  the  Californians  to  tbe  Americans,  the 
recognition  of  tbe  independence  of  Texas,  and  the 
acknowiedguienl  of  the  line  36°  as  the  northern 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. — 
The  line  would  give  Santa  Fe  and  over  a third  of 
New  Mexico  to  tbe  Uniten  States. 

I'be  Republieano  has  no  faith  in  these  rumors.  It 
denounces  them  as  false,  but  at  tbe  same  in  suob  a 
manner  as  to  betray  its  f^ears  lest  the  rumor  should 
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be  true.  The  existence  of  these  runsors  confirms  the 
information  we  derived  from  a distant  source  in 
Vera  Cruz,  that  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter  was  trans- 
mitted through  the  English  embassy.  The  same 
considerations  may  lead  the  reader  to  attach  some 
faith  to  the  terms  of  treaty  which  are  enumerated 
above.  The  English  secrelury  returned  to  the  city 
of  Mexico  on  the  24th  and  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter  was 
published  on  the  26lh,  and  at  the  same  time  these 

rumors  obtained  general  currency. 

The  RepuUicano  gives  the  following  as  the  result 
of  the  election  for  president  made  on  the  15th  May: 

Aguascalientes,  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  and  Tamaulipas 
voted  for  Gen.  Almonte. 

Queretaro,  Oajaca,  and  Michoacan  voted  for  Uen. 

Herrera.  j 

Mexico,  Guanajuato,  and  San  Luis  Potosi  voted 
for  Senor  Angel  Trias. 

Puebla  voted  for  Senor  Ocampo. 

Chiapas  voted  for  Senor  Anaya. 

Chihuahua  voted  for  Gen.  Santa  .Anna. 

Durango  voted  for  Senor  Elorriaga. 

Eaoatecas  voted  for  Senor  Lafragua. 

Jalisco,  Coahuila,  Vera  Cruz,  Tabasco,  Yucatan, 
New  Leon,  the  Californians,  and  New  Mexico  did 
not  vole.  . 

was  given  to  Gen.  Herrera,  and  the  new  legislature 
voted  for  Gen.  Santa  Anna. 

The  eighty  first  article  of  the  constitution  provides 
that,  to  make  an  election  valid,  three  fourths  of  the 
states  entitled  to  vote  must  vote.  As  there  are  twenty 
three  states  entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  and  only 
fifteen  votes  were  cast,  being  less  than  three  fourths, 
the  election  has  failed.  Nor  can  congress  proceed 
to  elect,  says  the  Republicano;  for,  having  concluded 
its  mission  of  forming  a constitution  and  sworn  to 
the  fundamental  eode,  it  has  no  power  left  to  exempt 
itself  from  the  operation  of  the  law. 


Front  the  Baltimore  American.  July  15th. 

“If  General  Scott  had  had  a sufficient  force,”  said 
Colonel  Doniphan,  in  his  speech  at  St  Louis,  “on 
bis  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  to  establish 
a line  of  communication  between  bis  army  and 
Vera  Cruz,  he  would  long  ere  this,  have  marched 
into  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  there  dictated  the  terms 
of  peace.” 

This  declaration  is  not  likely  to  be  doubted.  But 
instead  of  supplying  men  enough,  Gen.  Taylor  was 
stripped  of  bis  regulars  and  left  in  a perilous  position 
while  Gen.  Scott’s  force,  increased  by  the  depriva- 
tion of  Taylor,  was  still  left  inadequate.  Pater  was 
robbed  and  Paul  was  not  paid. 

It  was  known  to  the  government  that  a large  por- 
tion of  Scott’s  army  when  be  landed  at  Vera  Cruz 
consisted  of  twelve  mouths’  men  whose  period  of 
service  must  soon  expire.  The  entire  aggregate  of 
hii  force  was  never  large  enough  to  allow  him  to 
march  three  hundred  miles  into  the  heart  ofan  ene- 
my’s country,  leaving  garrisons  at  every  town,  with 
troops  sufficient  to  escort  the  trains  and  to  keep  up 
communications  with  Vera  Cruz — and  not  only  to  do 
this,  but  to  fight  his  way  as  he  advanced,  and  then 
at  the  end  of  his  long  and  dangerous  march  to  as- 
sault and  carry  and  occupy  the  capital  of  the  enemy’s 
country — a city  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Scott’s  entire  force,  we  say,  when  he  landed  at 
Vera  Cruz,  was  not  sufficient  for  all  this.  He  had 
scarcely  more  than  half  enough  men— taking  into 
the  account  detachments  for  garrisons  and  escorts 
and  the  losses  in  battle  and  by  the  diseases  of  the 
climate.  Yet  of  his  aggregate  force  a large  portion 
soon  left  him — their  period  of  enlistment  being  at 
an  end.  The  Union  talked  much  of  reinforcements 
■which  were  to  arrive  in  time  to  supply  and  more 
than  supply  the  places  of  the  twelve  months’  men. 
By  the  last  of  June  or  the  first  of  July  we  were 
told  that  Scott  would  have  20,000  men  under  his 
command  and  Taylor  10,000.  The  fact  is  not  so. — 
There  are  rumors  that  Taylor  has  been  stripped 
again;  that  the  reinforcements  which  had  been  sent 
him,  in  reliance  upon  which  the  old  hero  had 
made  all  ready  for  an  advance  on  San  Luis  Potosi, 
have  been  withdrawn  from  him  to  be  added  to  Scott’s 
army. 

Whether  this  be  so  or  not  to  the  full  extent,  it  is 
very  certain  that  the  assurances  of  the  Union  as  to 
Scott’s  20,000  and  Taylor’s  10,000  men  by  the  first 
of  July,  are  not  made  good  by  facts.  The  case  is 
altogether  otherwise.  At  the  last  advices  Scott  was 
at  Puebla,  awaiting  reinforcements;  and  as  lor  the 
brave  old  chief  at  Monterey,  he  has  been  kept  for 
eight  or  nine  months  in  the  valley  of  the  llio  Grande 
■without  the  power  to  advance.  If  he  had  been  sup- 
plied with  men  and  means  the  storming  of  Monte- 
rey, last  September,  would  have  been  the  thunder- 


ing prelude  to  the  fall  of  San  Luis — the  capture  of 
Zacatecas — the  possession  of  the  city  of  Mexico. — 
But  as  fast  as  he  accumulated  men  they  were  taken 
from  him  and  he  has  had  to  do  garrison  duty  for 
nearly  a year,  with  one  grand  episode  at  Buena 
Vista. 

During  all  this  period  in  proportion  as  our  gallant 
soldiers  have  brought  honor  and  glory  to  our  arms  in 
the  field,  the  administration  has  been  making  itself 
ridiculous  at  home.  Last  fall  it  was  announced  that 
no  more  men  were  needed  for  the  army;  and  com- 
panies of  volunteers  offering  for  service  were  re- 
jected. In  a little  while  afterwards  came  the  pre- 
sident’s call  for  nine  now  regiments.  This  was  in 
November.  The  administration  had  passed  through 
one  of  its  intermittent  hallucinations  concerning  ne- 
gotiations and  pacifications  and  all  that.  These  fits 
come  on  periodically,  it  would  seem,  and  are  follow- 
ed by  spasms.  There  was  the  Santa  Anna  admission 
crisis,  which  paralyzed  operations  on  the  Rio 
Grande  for  a while.  Why  reinforce  Taylor  when 
peace  was  so  surely  at  hand  by  the  good  offices  of 
Santa  Anna?  Next  followed  the  BucAanan  negotia- 
tion through  Com.  Conner,  which  was  so  confidently 
relied  on  for  peace  that  the  secretary  of  war  in  No- 
vember declared  that  no  more  men  would  be  needed. 

wV'nav^el^fie  *?iuli*oVit?u™e'f7v'8!yS 

18  likely  to  be  worse. 

These  are  the  hallucinations.  The  spasms  follow 
immediately  after  the  patient  has  obtained  a lucid 
interval;  they  exhibit  themselves  in  paroxysms  of 
martial  fury  and  incoherent  patriotism.  The  Union 
rents  columns  of  enthusiasm  and  speaks  of  nothing 
but  “gun,  drum,  trumpet,  blunderbuss,  and  thun- 
der.” These  tones  are  raised  with  anathemas  against 
“Mexican  Whigs”  and  eulogies  upon  Mr.  Polk,  with 
occasional  rhapsodies  about  the  halls  of  the  Monte- 
zumai. 

But  in  truth  the  patience  of  the  nation  is  sorely 
tiled  by  these  repeated  and  aggravated  exhibitions 
of  irresolution,  infatuation,  and  imbecility,  which 
are  persisted  in  with  an  insane  obstinacy  which  is  as 
provoking  as  it  is  foolish.  In  the  meantime  the 
lives  of  our  gallant  men  are  wasted  in  Mexico;  trea- 
sures are  squandered;  debts  are  accumulating;  the 
war  drags  on,  ai  d every  body  is  growing  sick  of  it. 
What  next?  Mr.  Trisl  is  coming  home,  the  news- 
papers say,  with  his  finger  in  his  mouth.  No  peace; 
no  signs  of  peace.  Gen.  Scott,  too  weak  to  advance, 
cannot  remain  where  he  is  without  danger  of  having 
his  communications  cut  off.  11  he  had  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  apart  from  garrisons  and  detachments, — 
twenty  thousand  fighting  men  in  one  body,  he  could 
enter  the  city  of  Mexico  as  a conqueror  should,  and 
froiA'Hbe  National  Palace  he  could  dictate  with  dig- 
nity the  terms  of  an  adjustment  which  Mexico  would 
have  to  observe  and  in  due  time  sanction.  This  is 
what  the  government  should  have  enabled  him  to  do 
long  since. 

From  the  .Alexandria  Gazelle. 

The  Washington  Union  says  that  “it  is  the  fixed 
determination  of  the  government  to  prosecute  the 
war  with  all  possible  energy  and  vigor"  until  peace 
be  obtained.  With  all  due  respect,  we  must  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  it.  Our  gallant  soldiers  ^ht  with 
energy  and  vigor,  whenever  an  opportunity  is  afford- 
ed them,  but  as  to  any  energy  or  vigor  on  the  part 
of  the  administration  in  Us  management  of  the  war, 
we  have  yet  for  the  first  time  to  see  it,  saveonpaper. 
In  the  very  first  war  message  of  Mr.  Polk,  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1846,  he  invoked  congress  “to  place 
at  the  disposition  of  the  executive  the  means  of  pro- 
secuting the  war  with  vigor,  and  thus  hastening  the 
restoration  of  peace.”  Two  days  after,  congress 
placed  at  his  disposal  Jifly  thousand  volunteers  and  ten 
millions  in  money.  On  the  16ih  of  June  following, 
Mr.  Polk  staled  his  determination  to  prosecute  the 
war,  ‘•vigorously,”  and  asked,  in  order  that  “no 
contingency  should  be  permitted  to  occur  in  which 
there  would  be  a deficiency  in  the  treasury  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,”  that  “authority 
be  given  to  issue  treasury  notes  or  to  contract  a 
loan.”  This  was  granted.  All  the  men  and  all  the 
money  subsequently  asked  for  have  been  granted, 
and  all  the  messages  of  Mr.  Polk  have  reiterated  the 
determination  of  the  administration  to  prosecute  the 
war  with  all  possible  energy  and  vigor.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  professions,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  congress  has  granted  all  the  supplies  of 
men  and  money  asked  for,  (except  the  lieutenant 
general,)  the  war  has  never  to  this  day  been  “prose- 
cuted vigorously, in  the  sense  in  which  the  admin- 
istration journals  use  that  term. 

Our  troops  have  done  all  that  brave  men  could 
do,  but  they  have  always  been  left  by  the  adminis- 
tration with  such  limited  means,  both  of  men  and 
supplies,  that  they  have  never,  in  a single  instance, 
been  able  to  follow  up  their  victories  as  they  might 


have  done  had  the  administration  performed  its  duly. 
So  far  from  adopting  or  encouraging  a “vigorous 
prosecution”  of  the  war,  the  administration  appears 
to  have  done  every  thing  in  its  power  to  prevent  it. 
Instead  of  retaining  and  employing  the  volunteers 
raised  by  General  Gaines,  at  a time  when  their  ser- 
vices would  have  proved  of  more  importance  pro- 
bably than  at  any  subsequent  period  of  the  campaign, 
and  when  they  could  have  been  employed  under  the 
act  of  I3lh  May,  1846,  they  were  disbanded.  Subse- 
quently thousands  of  volunteers  who  offered  them- 
selves have  been  rejected,  and  it  is  but  a few  weeks 
since  the  services  of  a company  raised  in  Wilming- 
ton (Dol.)  were  refused,  although  both  Gen.  Tay- 
lor and  Gen.  Scott  are  well  known  to  have  their 
hands  lied  for  want  of  troops.  The  Union  some 
weeks  ago  published  elaborate  statements  showing 
that  by  the  first  of  July,  Gen.  Scott  would  be  at  the 
head  of  20,000  men,  and  Gen.  Taylor  at  the  head  of 
10  000;  and  yet,  at  the  last  dates  from  Gen.  Scott, 
his  force  did  not  exceed  8,000  effective  men,  includ- 
ing the  garrisons  at  Jalapa  and  Perole,  while  only 
about  3,000  were  on  the  march  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
reinforce  him;  and  General  Taylor  had  only  about 

5.000,  includiug  every  man  bearing  arms,  from  Bra- 
zos to  Buena  Vista.  Thus  has  it  ever  been;  and 
while  the  president  has  authority  to  employ  (regu- 
lars onu  voiuiiiccts";  suLumuirig' IIKC  50,000  uioii,  we 

doubt  whether  at  any  one  period  since  the  war  com- 
menced we  have  had  one-fourth  the  number  in  the 
field.  With  these  facts  staring  us  in  the  face  let 
us  hear  no  more  from  the  administration  or  its 
organs  about  “a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.” 

The  Washington  Union  of  the  19',h,  has  the  fol- 
lowing statements  respecting  the  armies  in  Mex- 
ico:— 

Troops  in  Gen.  Scott’s  Armt. — We  learn  at 
the  adjutant  general’s  office  that  more  than  7,000 
troops  (new  regiments  and  reorganized  companies  of 
the  old)  have  been  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  under 
Major  Gen.  Scott;  and  that  official  reports  have  been 
received  which  show  that  nearly  5,000  had  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz  between  the  24lb  of  May  and  26lh  of 
June,  and  which  we  undersi-and  have  been  pushed 
forward  to  join  the  advancing  column  of  the  army 
with  all  practicable  expedition. 

The  entire  force  in  advance  of  Vera  Cruz,  operat- 
ing in  the  interior,  and  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
capital,  exceeds  filteen  thousand.  These  are  of 
course  exclusive  of  the  garrisons  at  Tampico  and 
Vera  Cruz.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  what  de- 
duction should  be  made  on  account  of  the  sick;  but, 
according  to  the  best  judgment  of  military  men, 
it  should  be  put  dow  a at  not  less  than  2,600;  which 
would  make  the  efficient  force  in  the  heart  of  Mex- 
ico about  thirteen  thousand,  exclusive  of  staff  corps. 

The  army  under  Gen.  Scott  must  soon  be  further 
increased,  since  mere  than  2 500  are  known  to  be  ett 
route  for  Vera  Cruz;  among  which  are  six  companies 
of  the  United  States  infantry,  and  several  companies 
of  marines,  &c.  In  addition  to  these,  a respectable 
number  ot  troops,  of  an  efiective  character,  are  now 
raising,  and  will  be  promptly  en  route  for  General 
Scott’s  at  my. 

We  will  say,  once  for  all,  that  the  pay  rolls — that 
infallible  lest  of  numbers — will  show  that  the  forces 
in  Mexico,  under  Major  General  Scott  and  Major 
General  Taylor,  in  the  month  of  July,  will  exceed 

30.000. 

“army  of  occupation.” 

From  the  Matamoros  Eagle  of  June  30. 

Camp  of  instruction. — General  Hopping,  now 
in  this  city,  proceeds  immediately  to  Mier,  to  super- 
intend  the  formation  of  a camp  of  instruction  at  that 
place,  for  the  troops  now  here  and  to  arrive  out  for 
Gen.  Taylor’s  column.  The  18th  regiment  entire, 
is  now  at  Camargo,  and  will  be  the  first  at  the  camp. 
Two  companies  of  the  I8th  regiment  passed  up  the 
river  on  Monday;  one  conipany  is  in  fort  Paredes, 
where  it  will  remain  for  the  present,  and  two  more 
are  at  the  Brazos,  expected  up.  The  other  five 
companies  of  this  regiment  are  yet  to  arrive.  The 
10th  regiment,  complete,  is  in  camp  at  this  place, 
and  will  remove  to  the  camp  of  instruction,  when 
relieved  by  the  Illinois  troops,  understood  to  be  on 
the  wey  out.  I'he  battalion  of  third  dragoons,  now 
here  are  under  orders  to  remove  to  the  camp,  but 
their  march  is  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  iion-ar- 
rival  of  horses. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  above  mentioned,  the  fol- 
lowing forces,  raised  and  to  be  raised,  under  the  re- 
cent call  for  volunteers,  and  assigned  to  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, will  enter  Gen.  Hopping’s  school  at  Mier  as  fast 
as  they  arrive: 

One  regiment  of  infantry  from  Indiana  and  one 
from  Ohio;  one  battalion  (5  companies)  from  N.  Jer- 
sey; one  battalion  (5  do.)  from  Delaware  and  Mary, 
laud;  one  battaliou  (5  do-)  ftom  Alabama;  one  com. 
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pany  of  foot  from  Florida;  four  companies  of  horse 
from  Illinois,  Arkansas,  Ohio,  and  Alabama;  tiro 
companies  of  foot  from  Virginia,  and  one  company 
from  North  Carolina. 

The  troops  will  be  exercised  in  their  studies  at  this 
school  under  Col.  Belknap,  and  when  they  shall  have 
passed  through  a course  of  instruction  under  him, 
they  will  be  fully  prepared  to  fight  under  Gen.  Tay- 
lor’s invincible  banner. 

The  Monterey  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune  writes  that 

He,  (General  Taylor,)  could  not,  with  any  degree 
of  prudence,  attempt  a forward  movement  with  less 
than  6,000  men;  and  six  or  eight  thousand  volunteers, 
at  least,  would  in  that  event  be  required  to  garrison 
the  towns,  defend  the  stores,  convoy  the  trains,  and 
keep  open  the  communication  between  Brazos  San- 
tiago and  Saltillo,  a line  six  hundred  miles  in  length. 
Should  he  determine  to  attempt  a Junction  with  such 
a force  with  General  Scott,  it  will  hardly  be  po.ssible 
for  him  to  leave  Saltillo  before  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust. From  that  poinfto  San  Luis  Polosi  is  a march 
of  near  275  miles,  over  a desert  about  equal  in  its 
capacities  for  sustaining  an  army  to  the  grand  Zaha- 
ra.  He  must  take  all  the  water  and  provisions  for 
this  march  from  Saltillo.  Now.  under  »ii  ih»«o 
cumstances,  I think  it  very  improbable,  even  should 
there  be  no  signs  of  peace  to  interrupt  the  move- 
ments of  our  arms  Hus  season,  that  this  long  project- 
ed and  much  talked  of  expedition  to  and  through  Po- 
tosi  will  be  made;  and  I am  quite  clear,  in  my  own 
mind,  that  the  results  of  such  an  expedition  would  be 
by  DO  means  commensurate  with  the  difficulties  and 
hardships  of  the  enterprise. 

There  may  be  a route  from  Monterey  to  Mexico, 
farther  to  the  westward,  through  the  more  elevated 
and  populous  part  of  the  States  of  Durango,  Zacate- 
eas,  and  Aquas  Calientes,  taking  in  the  large  and 
rich  capitals  of  the  same,  which  promises  something 
better  in  the  way  of  subjugation,  but  1 really  cannot 
say  what  are  the  superior  practicabilities  of  that  line 
of  march.  General  Taylor  is  reported  to  be  a great 
deal  incensed  with  the  turn  things  have  taken,  and  is 
reported  to  have  very  recently  declared  his  intention 
of  not  moving  a peg  until  his  desires  as  to  a supply 
of  men  and  transportation  are  complied  with.  All 
such  rumors,  however,  are  to  be  received  with  the 
greatest  caution.  Undoubtedly  the  general  prefers 
activity  to  inaction,  or  to  mere  camp  and  garrison 
duty,  but  he  has  fought  too  long  and  too  well,  and,  1 
may  add,  has  also  written  much  too  sensibly,  to  talk 
so  foolishly  as  be  is  represented  to  have  done  about 
the  injustice  of  taking  away  his  men,  crippling  his 
plans,  and  so  on. 

1 have  now  given  you  my  view  of  military  atlairs 
on  the  Rio  Grande.  If  peace  is  not  attained  pre- 
sently, 1 consider  that  the  forces  now  here  must  act 
for  a nuoiber  of  months  merely  as  the  armed  oc- 
cupants of  a conquered  country — as  its  military  po- 
lice. 

We  laugh  at  many  of  the  habits  of  these  people, 
the  lower  sort  of  whom  arc  almost  as  primitive  in 
their  style  of  living  as  their  ancestors  could  have 
been  in  the  time  ol  Cortez.  Their  oxen  are  made 
to  pull  by  their  burns;  their  cart  wheels  consist  of 
two  semi-circles,  lormed  of  the  natural  curve  of  a 
Diusquil  tree  fur  lelloes,  and  of  a heavy  transverse 
piece  of  wood,  which,  having  a hole  lor  the  axletree, 
serves  both  for  spokes  and  a hub.  They  will  sell 
you  a mustang  broken  and  trained  for  five  dollars, 
which  one  of  the  meanest  among  them  may  have 
been  riding  with  a bridle  decorated  with  solid  silver 
bullion  ol  three  times  that  value.  'J'tie  woinen 
smoke  cigars,  and  the  men  wear  a sort  of  drawers 
that  look  much  like  petticoats.  They  build  their 
best  bouses  of  unhurni  brick,  and  never  finish  any 
thing.  The  cathedral  is  about  half  coinpleicd,  anu 
is  ol  this  mateiial;  so  is  a large  magazine  in  one  ol 
the  lauxbourgs.  The  stores  in  Matamoros  are  as 
well  supplied  with  goods  suited  to  the  wants  ol  a ru- 
ral population  as  those  ol  most  towns  ol  the  same 
size  in  our  country,  and  some  of  them  about  the  pla- 
za are  very  large. 

1 his  war  has  been  a great  thing  for  this  part  ol 
Mexico,  'i'he  people  can  sell  any  thing  they  have 
to  dispose  of,  and  they  can  get  the  money  for  it,  and, 
what  Is  of  more  importance,  they  are  protected  in 
the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  what  they  thus  get. 
Besides  this,  all  kinus  of  goods  are  now  admitlsd 
at  a low  and  cerlain  duty,  which  was  very  far  from 
being  the  case  under  their  own  rulers.  The  rubber 
cbiel,  Canales,  and  the  custom  house  officers  were 
represented  to  act  harmoniously  in  their  several 
ipheres  and  walks  of  plunder.  1 he  former  then  la- 
Tied  contributions  in  kind  upon  all  places  in  the 
country,  lor  the  support  of  his  marauding  gang, 
whom  he  called  federalists  or  centralists,  as  the  oc- 
casion served,  just  as  be  is  now  doing  in  districts 
without  (be  range  of  our  jurisdiction  m behalf  ol  his 


band*  of  patriots  and  gallant  rancheros,  while  the  re- 
venue officers  plundered  on  throe  sides,  depredating 
alike  upon  the  merchant,  the  buyer,  and  the  govern- 
ment. 

Monterey,  Mexico,  June  20,  1847. 

Nothing  of  any  note  has  transpired  since  my  last, 
and  we  are  all  in  pretty  much  the  same  condition 
now  as  then,  except  that  the  prospect  of  moving 
upon  San  Luis  has  grown  a little  brighter;  and  we 
1 lok  forward  to  the  arrival  of  the  1st  of  September 
with  considerable  importance — at  least  the  majority 
of  those  here  do.  1 understand  that  Gen.  Taylor 
has  been  apprised  from  headquarters  that  three  of 
the  ten  regiments  and  one  battalion  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  are  assigned  to  his  coiamn,  and  that 
three  of  the  volunteer  regiments  recently  called  for 
are  also  to  be  assigned  him.  They  will  probably  be 
in  the  field  by  the  latter  part  of  August  and  ready  to 
march  by  September. 

Accounts  of  the  crops  in  the  interior  are  very  flat- 
tering; the  wheat  crop  is  sa.d  to  be  unusually  fine 
and  corn  also  gives  token  of  an  abundant  harvest. — 
This  is  very  cheering,  as  by  the  time  a movement  is 
made  the  corn  harvest  will  be  at  its  very  height,  and 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  foraging  the  animals. — 
The  army  will  nmhnhiv,  r — t, 

Deel  on  the  route,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  transport- 
ing salt  provisions,  and  levies  will  be  made  on  the 
surrounding  country.  1 am  perfectly  elated  with 
the  prospect  of  going  to  San  Luis  and  coming  home 
by  the  other  route.  I imagine  that  General  Taylor 
will  visit  the  states  late  in  the  fall,  after  penetrating 
into  the  interior  and  uniting  with  Gen.  Scott.  If  his 
return  to  the  slates  does  not  create  a sensation  ex- 
ceeding anything  of  the  kind  within  the  memory  of 
“the  oldest  inhabitants”  1 shall  be  most  egregiouslj 
mistaken;  and  never  was  there  a more  deserving  ob- 
ject of  admiration  and  respect  than  the  brave  old  ge- 
neral who  has  so  valiantly  and  bravely  sustained  the 
honor  of  our  flag,  borne  it  from  the  bleak  sand  hills 
of  Corpus  Chrisli,  and  planted  it  triumphantly  over 
the  yawning  gullies  of  Buena  Vista,  which  were  red 
with  the  blood  of  the  conquered  foe.  Never  did 
that  spot  so  well  deserve  the  name  of  Buena  Vista  as 
wtien  our  flag  unfolded  its  beauties  over  that  field 
of  deadly  strife.  In  the  space  of  one  short  year 
how  many  brave  deeds  have  been  accomplished — 
what  victories  won!  and  in  that  short  space  of  time 
how  firmly  and  closely  has  the  brave  leader  of  brave 
men  become  “enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  bis  country 
men?” 

A Mexicar.  of  considerable  intelligence  arrived 
direct  from  San  Luis  Potosi  a few  days  since,  and 
reports  that  General  Taylor  has  been  expected  there 
for  some  time.  He  slates  that  there  are  some 
regular  troops  there,  but  no  very  large  force,  and 
that  but  little  had  been  dune  towards  fortifying  the 
place. 

By  far  the  most  important  news  he  brings  is  a re- 
port which  was  in  circulation  in  San  Luis,  and  of  the 
correctness  of  which  no  doubt  was  expressed,  that 
Santa  Anna  had  resigned  the  command  of  the  army 
and  his  office  of  president  and  retired.  If  the  reports 
of  ttie  general  feeling  against  him  hare  any  founda- 
tion, he  perhaps  resigned  none  too  soon  to  save  his 
precious  life.  Mexicans  here  slate  that  Urrea  has 
levied  a tax  upon  all  the  inhabitants  in  this  region 
for  ibe  support  of  his  forces,  and  that  he  has  agents 
attending  to  its  execution.  All  those  who  have  arms 
arc  directed  to  keep  them  in  good  order  and  be  rea- 
dy at  a moment’s  warning  to  stand  forth  again  to 
protect  their  soil.  It  is  thought  by  the  Mexicans 
here,  and  they  could  not  be  made  to  believe  other- 
wise, that  Gen.  'J’aylor  contemplates  a very  speedy 
movement  upon  San  Luis,  in  consequence  of  all  the 
troops  being  sent  on  to  Saltillo  immediately  after 
their  arrival  here,  and  Urrea  is  said  to  have  ex- 
pressed his  inleniion  of  retaking  Monterey  as  soon 
as  Gen.  T.  departs.  1 am  airaid  that  he  will  be  dis 
appointed  in  his  expectations.  That  Urrea  has  is- 
sued orders  and  promulgated  an  address  1 cannot  and 
do  nut  doubt.  Why  should  he  nut  as  well  as  Ca- 
nales? 

Eight  companies  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment, 
Col.  Tayne,  part  of  whom  arrived  with  the  last  train 
from  below,  marched  up  to  Saltillo  on  Thursday, 
and  apparently  with  pretty  full  ranks.  A part  of 
the  Massachusetts  regiment  are  at  Cerralvo  and  the 
rest  at  Camargo,  and  are  soon  expected  up.  There 
have  been  a great  mjny  discharges  in  the  Virginia 
regiment  of  sick;  incompetent  to  perform  duty,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  them  were  never  fit  to  perform 
duly  when  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  in 
Virginia.  Government  ties  been  put  to  the  expense 
of  bringing  them  out  here  to  be  kept  on  the  sick  list 
the  greater  part  ol  Hie  lime  and  finally  discharged. — 
The  mustering  officer  of  course  is  the  person  to  blame 
fur  not  having  Hie  men  properly  inspected.  Captain 
Carrington  and  Lieutenants  Kinney  and  Ashby 


are  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Virginia  to  raise 
recruits  to  fill  up  the  companies  to  their  proper 
standard. 

Gov.  Early,  in  consequence  of  the  exorbitant  pri- 
ces demanded  for  all  sorts  of  marketable  matters, 
meats  and  vegetables,  has  been  compelled  to  fix  pri- 
ces for  everylhing  at  reasonable  and  remunerative 
rales.  The  Mexican  hucksters  are  in  a great  rage 
about  it,  but,  to  make  use  of  a vulgar  expicssion, 
have  to  “grin  and  bear  it.”  j,  e.  d. 

From  the  correspondent  of  the  Mobile  Daily  Advertiser. 

Matamoros,  Mexico,  June  24,  1847. 

Dear  L.:  For  two  very  good  reasons  1 have  not 
written  to  you  sooner;  first,  I have  been  quite  sick, 
and  enjoying  for  the  last  three  weeks  all  the  “exqui- 
site agonies”  of  the  hospital:  secondly,  1 am  now  re- 
cuperating, and  in  a few  days  hope  to  “wheel  into 
line,”  front  face,  &c.  Every  hospital  in  the  place 
is  crowded  with  sick  soldiers,  and  daily  three  or 
more  are  conveyed  to  the  gloomy  charnel  bouse, 
“unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung.’’  Ten  minutes 
ago  a member  of  our  company  by  the  name  of  Whit- 
low, from  North  Alabama,  breathed  his  last  in  the 
same  yard  in  which  1 am  lodged,  and  even  as  I write 
1 can  view  “strangers  decking  his  cold  limbs”  in  the 

o ...  ,t„J 

they  detain  us  here  Heaven  only  knows,  unless  to 
save  the  Mexicans  the  waste  of  ammunition;  for  if 
we  remain  much  longer  on  this  water  and  fare,  half 
of  us  will  certainly  be  planted.  To  give  you  an  idea 
of  our  fare,  L.  told  me  this  morning  that  he  expe- 
rienced a great  deal  more  trouble  in  retaining  his 
food  after  receiving  it  than  in  obtaining  it.  To  see 
his  bread,  should  he  happen  for  a moment  to  lay  it 
down,  walking  otT  with  Ampudia  velocity,  would 
astonish  a bon  vivanl.  But  these  are  daily  sights 
here,  and  no  wonder. 

Col.  Butler  arrived  a few  days  ago.  I have  no- 
been  in  camp  since  ha  took  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. “ I'he  boys”  speak  in  high  terms  of  his  kind- 
ness and  gentlemanly  bearing  towards  them.  He  is 
a very  dignified  and  quite  a venerable  looking  sol- 
dier. We  expect  a great  deal  from  him,  and  1 hope 
will  not  be  disappointed;  for  he  appears  to  be  one  of 
those  few  who  abandon  high  position  at  home  to  do 
his  country  service,  and  upon  these  the  button  is  not 
likely  to  bring  on  that  terrible  disease,  so  prevalent 
amongst  the  "plebs"  of  the  army,  vulgarly  denomi- 
nated the  swetl'head. 

On  Monday  morning  last  we  vvere  startled  about 
dawn  by  a noise  similar  to  that  made  by  the  firing  of 
twenty  cannon  at  the  same  instant.  It  was  quite 
amusing  to  see  the  sick  leap  from  their  miserable 
beds  and  dun  the  fatal  weapons  of  death.  Some  im- 
agined that  the  town  was  atlackad.  Canales!  Ca- 
nales! rang  through  the  streets.  Every  body  was 
running  every  which  way,  and  every  soldier  was 
shouting  “victory  or  cripple,”  when  the  mystery  was 
solved  by  a Mexican,  who  stated  that  a large  ware- 
room  attached  to  a very  extensive  Mexican  mercan- 
tile establishment  had  been  blown  into  atoms  by — 
wha'?  Here's  a nut  for  the  learned  wiseacres  of 
Uncle  Sam’s  family  in  “these- diggins”  to  crack! — 
By  a “statute  martial”  no  Mexican  is  allowed  to 
Keep  powder  on  his  premises,  and  of  course  it  was — 
saltpetre  or  some  other  explosive  substance,  perhaps 
of  bottled  valor  Mexicana  done  up,  a la  ginger  pop, 
to  order?  Now  for  a court  of  inquiry,  and  we  shall 
see  what  we  s/ial(  see.  Were  we  mounted,  there  is 
a fine  field  open  now  for  the  exercise  of  our  corps  m 
operating  against  the  guerilla  bands  which  undoubt- 
edly infest  the  country  from  this  place  to  Victoria, 
and  it  has  even  been  asserted  that  Canaies  has  been 
within  a few  miles  of  Matamoros;  but  what  can  we 
do?  They  might  approach  within  a mile  of  our  lines 
and  we  could  not  pursue.  1 think  the  commander  at 
this  place  relies  a great  deal  upon  the  truth  of  these 
reports  in  regard  to  the  proximity  of  these  bands. — 
For  several  nights  the  guard  has  been  doubled  in  the 
city.  Jfous  verrons. 

I'he  last  lesson  in  the  mysteries  of  Matamoros  was 
my  introduction  to  the  delights  of  a regular  Me.xicaiy 
laiidango.  'I’lie-se  pleasant  assemblages  are  always 
held  in  a hail  or  court  adjoining  a grocery.  Admit- 
tance gratis  to  all  colors,  and  every  thing  done  on 

such  occasions  is  not  thoroughly  couleur  de  rose. 

The  dancing  amused  me;  it  was  not  like  any  back 
step  and  ground  shuffle  ol  our  darkey  dances,  nor  did 
It  resemble  the  fashionable  Grecian-bend  slide  along 
of  the  upper  ten;  but  their  dancing  is  composed  of  a 
variety  ol  sublime  broken  motions,  in  which  every 
muscle  is  exercised,  which  dissipales  all  ihe  dignily 
of  Mexican  character  and  knocks  into  a cocked  hat 
“ail  the  poetry  ol  motion.”  Gaming  of  every  des- 
cription is  progressing  around  you,  the  banking 
games  cliielly  deal!  by  the  senorilas,  and  with  such 
elegance  and  bewilcUing  smiles  do  they  win  your 
money  that  the  only  legret  you  experience  on  the 
occasion  is  that  you  have  no  more  to  lose.  1 saw  a 
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Kentuckian  lose  a hundred  dollars,  the  hard-earned 
wages  of  a whole  year’s  severe  service;  rising,  he 
drew  forth  two  dimes,  the  very  last,  and  ordered  two 
glasses  of  wine,  one  of  which  he  politely  offered  to 
the  enchanting  creature  who  had  won  his  money. — 
'With  a smile  she  accepted  it,  and  Kentuck  vamosed, 
whirling  his  old  hat  in  the  air,  swearing  that  she  was 
the  greatest  gal  this  side  of  Kentucky.  The  nest 
morning  he  was  driving  a wagon  at  $25  per  month. 
Some  scenes  that  we  occasionally  witness  here  would 
shock  the  morals  of  any  robber  in  the  states.  A few 
days  ago,  just  at  nightfall,  a Mexican  came  running 
into  the  hospital,  crying  most  piteously,  and  making 
all  sorts  of  gesticulations.  We  followed  him  to  his 
bouse,  when  a sight  shocking  to  behold  burst  upon 
us.  On  the  floor  was  lying  a Mexican,  pierced  in 
the  breast  by  a bail,  from  which  the  blood  was  rush- 
ing forth;  holding  his  head  was  his  weeping  wife,  and 
weeping  around  were  his  little  children.  He  had 
been  shot  by  a discharged  volunteer,  because  be  re- 
fused, lor  gold,  to  barter  away  the  virtue  of  hi« 
daughter,  a beautiful  girl,  who  stood  by,  her  beauti- 
ful hair  dishevelled,  and  great  drops  of  grief  coursing 
down  her  olive  cheeks.  The  demon  who  committed 
this  deed  is  yet  undiscovered. 

1 do  hope  that  we  will  move  in  a few  days,  for  I 

and  this  evening  very  low-spirited  with  ennui.  1 
hope  my  next  may  be  more  interesting,  and  dated 
from  some  where  else. 

Yours,  &c.,  WILCOX. 

Lieut.  Rogers,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Mexicans  whilst  making  a reconnoisance  of  the  de- 
fence of  Vera  Cruz,  has  written  a letter  to  his  father, 
who  resides  near  New  Castle,  Delaware.  It  is  dated 
City  of  Mexico,  May  28,  and  states  that  the  writer 
was  allowed  the  liberty  of  the  city.  It  further  states, 
however,  that  he  had  not  received  any  support  from 
the  Mexican  government,  and  that  he  was  twice 
robbed  on  his  way  from  the  sea  coast  to  the  city  of 
Mexico. 

We  also  learn  that  the  Mexican  agent  of  a gentle- 
man in  this  city,  has  advanced  money  on  the  draft  of 
Lieut.  Rogers,  and  that  at  last  dates  he  was  well  and 
was  still  allowed  the  liberty  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

[J^orlh  Amer. 

From  California.  The  Washington  Union  says 
the  latest  dates  from  Mazatlan  are  to  the  1st  May. 
Commodore  Shubrick,  in  the  Independence,  was 
blockading  that  port,  but  would  probably  leave  for 
the  Sandwich  Islands  to  refresh  his  erews,  having 
had  no  vegetables  since  leaving  Valparaiso  in  De- 
cember. He  will  return  from  the  Islands  to  Mon- 
terey. Commodore  Biddle  was  at  Monterey  on  the 
19th  April.  The  Preble  had  not  arrived.  The  Con- 
gress was  at  San  Diego,  but  was  expected  soon  at 
Monterey.  The  Portsmouth  was  off  San  Jose  on  the 
27th — all  well.  The  Warren  was  employed  trans- 
porting volunteers  from  San  Pedro  to  San  Francisco. 
The  storeships  Xylon  and  Mount  Vernon  had  both 
reached  Monterey,  and  the  squadron  is  well  supplied 
with  provisions.  The  Portsinoulh  had  been  employed 
in  taking  possession  of  the  towns  in  Lower  California, 
on  the  gulf;  but  at  no  place  was  there  the  means  of 
making  resistance  to  our  flag. 

A file  of  “The  California  Star,”  a weekly  journal 
edited  by  E.  P.  Jones,  at  Yerba  Buena,  in  California, 
extends  through  January  and  February,  and  down 
to  March  6,  inclusive  coi. tains  very  little  intelligence 
which  has  not  been  received  by  previous  arrivals. — 
■The  “Star”  of  the  27th  February  gives  the  following: 

"Civil  Government- — Gen.  K<-arney  sailed  from 
this  port  in  the  United  States  frigate  Savannah,  Capt. 
Mervine,  on  Thursday  last,  for  Monterey,  where  it 
it  understood,  in  conjunction  with  Com.  Shubrick, 
he  will  immediately  commence  the  important  work 
of  organizing  a civil  government  for  California. 

From  the  California  Star,  March  6. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  Monterey  correspondent 
for  a copy  of  the  circular  just  issued  by  Gen.  Kearny 
and  Com.  Shubrick,  which  will  be  found  in  our  pa- 
per to-day.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  circular  that  Gen. 
Kearny  is  now  Goveriior  of  California,  and  has  al 
ready  entered  upon  his  duties  as  such.  It  will  also 
be  observed  that  Com.  Shubrick,  according  to  the 
present  arrangement  of  our  government,  is  to  have 
command  of  the  northern  Pacific  squadron,  and  to 
have  control  of  the  important  traded  California  and 
the  general  supervision  of  the  American  commerce 
in  the  Pacific: 

Circular — To  all  whom  it  may  concern,  be  it  known: 

That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  desirous  to 
give  and  secure  to  the  people  of  Calilornia  a share  of 
the  good  government  and  happy  civil  organization 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
protect  them  at  the  same  time  from  the  attacks  ol 
foreign  foes,  and  from  i nternal  commotions,  has  in- 


vested the  undersigned  with  separate  and  distinct 
powers,  civil  and  military;  a cordial  co  operation  in 
the  exercise  of  which,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  will 
have  the  happy  results  desired. 

To  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  the 
president  has  assigned  the  regulation  of  the  import 
trade,  the  conditions  on  which  vessels  of  all  nations 
(our  own  as  well  as  foreign)  may  be  admitted  into 
the  ports  of  the  territory,  and  the  establishment  of 
all  port  regulations. 

To  the  commanding  military  officer,  the  president 
has  assigned  the  direction  of  the  operations  on  land, 
and  has  invested  him  with  administrative  functions 
of  government  over  the  people  and  territory  occupied 
by  the  forces  of  the  United  Stales. 

Done  at  Monterey,  capital  of  California,  this  first 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1847. 

W.  BRADFORD  SHUBRICK, 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces. 

S.  W.  KEARNY. 

Brig  Gen.  U.  S.  Jl.  and  Governor  of  California. 

From  a private  letter  received  yesterday,  we  learn 
that  Monterey  has  been  fixed  upon,  by  Governor 
Kearny  and  Com.  Shubrick,  as  the  temporary  seat 
of  Government  for  the  territory. 

The  point  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
has  not  been  determined  upon,  and  probably  will  not 
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people. 

The  entire  northern  Pacific  squadron  of  the  U. 
States  are,  no  doubt,  at  Monterey,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Cyane  now  at  this  port.  Their  destination  is 
not  yet  know;  but  it  is  probable  that  a greater  part 
of  them  will  be  stationed  along  the  coast.  The 
Warren  will  be  sent  home  if,  after  inspection,  she 
is  not  considered  seaworthy.  The  Savannah,  it  is 
thought,  will  also  be  sent  home. 

The  members  of  the  legislative  council  have  not 
yet  been  appointed;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will 
be,  until  the  nominations  from  the  various  parts  of 
the  country  are  sent  in. 

Our  Monterey  correspondent  informs  us  that  Capt. 
Turner  left  that  place  on  the  2d  met.  for  the  Pueblo 
of  the  Angels,  with  orders  from  Governor  Kearny 
to  disband  or  reorganize  the  California  battalion,  and 
to  forward  all  the  Government  archives  to  Monterey. 
Col.  Fremont  has  been  ordered  to  Monterey. 

Distressing  account  of  a parly  of  emigrants.  The 
Star  gives  the  most  distressing  details  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  party  of  emigrants,  of  whose  destitution 
in  the  mountains,  on  account  of  the  snow,  we  have 
already  beard.  I'be  company  was  composed  of 
twenty-three  wagons  and  some  sixty  or  eighty  per- 
sons, and  was  a part  of  Colonel  Russel’s  company, 
which  left  Missouri  a year  ago  last  May.  Through 
iome  neglect  or  aismatiagement  they  parted  con* 
pany  with  other  wagons  which  reached  the  aetile- 
ment  in  October  last,  and  losing  their  way,  ware 
overtaken  by  impassable  snow.  After  suffering  much 
for  want  of  water  and  grass,  and  losing  many  oxen, 
they  sent  forward  two  of  their  men  to  find  assistance. 
These  men  reached  Fort  Sacramento,  where  Capt. 
J.  A.  Sutter  furnished  them  with  seven  mules  and 
two  Indian  vaqueios,  and  a supply  of  flour  and  beef. 
With  these  they  returned  to  the  company. 

This  was  about  tbe  middle  of  November  last,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  first  of  February  nothing 
more  v^  as  heard  of  them.  Then  a message  came  to 
Fort  Sacramento  from  Capt.  Wm.  Johnson’s,  the 
first  house  of  the  California  settlements,  bringing  the 
astounding  information  that  five  women  and  two  men 
had  arrived  at  that  point,  almost  entirely  naked,  with 
their  feet  frost  bitten.  'J'hey  said  Ibat  the  company 
had  reached  a small  log  cabin  near  Tucker’s  Lake, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains,  and  abount  100 
miles  from  Johnson’s,  where  they  found  the  snow  so 
deep  they  could  not  travel.  Fearing  starratien,  16 
of  the  strongest,  (11  males  and  5 famales)  agreed  to 
start  for  the  settlements  on  foot.  Scantily  clothed 
and  ill  provided  with  provisions,, they  commenced  a 
journey  over  the  mountains,  in  comparison  with 
which  Napoleon’s  feat  on  the  Alps  was  child’s  play. 

Alter  wandering  a number  of  days,  bewildered  in 
the  snow,  their  provisions  gave  out,  and,  after  long 
hunger,  they  resorted  to  tbe  horrid  step  of  casting 
lots  to  see  who  should  give  up  their  iives  and  bo- 
dies as  food  for  the  remainder.  As  the  weaker  ones 
began  to  sink  under  their  sufl'erings,  however,  it  did 
not  become  necessary  to  lake  life.  One  after  another, 
nine  of  the  men  died,  and  their  bodies  were  eaten 
by  their  companions.  Mr.  C.  S.  Stanton,  a young 
man  from  Syracuse,  New  York,  was  the  first  who 
died.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went  forward  to 
Sutler’s  fort,  as  w'e  have  mentioned,  and  returned  to 
the  relief  of  his  companions.  Alter  travelling  thirty 
days,  the  seven  survivors  of  this  band  of  pioneers 
reached  Capt.  Johnson’s  settlement,  as  stated  above. 

All  the  five  females  withstood  the  horrors  of  the 
journey,  and  it  seems,  but  only  two  of  tbe  eleven  men, 
and  one  of  them  was  so  exhausted  that  ho  was] 


I brought  into  Johnson’s  on  the  back  of  an  Indian. — 

’ The  party  were  at  one  time  36  hours  in  a snow 
storm  without  fire,  and  they  had  but  three  quilts  in 
the  company.  One  woman  was  obliged  to  eat  part 
of  the  body  of  her  father  and  of  her  brother;  and 
there  are  other  statements  in  regard  to  their  suffer- 
ings which  are  too  horrid  to  repeat. 

Oregon — The  Governor’s  Message. — Ship  Ster- 
birg,  at  Boston,  from  California  brings  files  of  the 
Oregon  city  Spectator  to  the  tenth  December  last. 
At  'Yerba  Buena,  where  it  is  printed,  they  had  just 
heard  of  the  battles  of  8lh  and  9th  of  May,  1846,  and 
the  oGcupatioD  of  Matamoros.  The  only  piece  of 
ordinance  owned  by  the  territory,  a 12  pounder,  was 
forthwith  mounted  on  the  rocks,  and  a salute  of 
twenty  one  guns  was  fired,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  Mr.  Lovejoy. 

Tbe  legislature  convened  on  the  1st  of  December, 
organized  by  the  election  of  A.  L.  Lovejoy  as  spea- 
ker. 

The  message  of  Gov.  Abernethy,  of  Oregon,  an^ 
ticipates  with  expressions  of  pleasurable  emotion  tbe 
speedy  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.  States 
over  the  Oregon  territory.  The  settlers  had  not 
heard  of  any  action  by  the  government  on  the  subject; 
but  from  the  feeling  which  evidently  prevailed  in 
m.rAfnrence  tp  the  territory,  and  from  the 
language  of  the  president  previous  to  the  giving 
of  the  notice  to  Great  Britain,  “there  can  be  no 
doubt,”  says  the  governor,  “that  now — the  notice 
having  been  given — the  boundary  line  in  all  proba- 
bility finally  settled,  we  shall  in  a few  months  at 
farthest  be  again  living  under,  and  enjoying  the 
protection  of,  the  stripes  and  stars  of  our  leved 
country,  and  ere  long  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  be 
added  to  tbe  brilliant  constellation.” 

In  view  of  tbe  probability  of  coming  speedily 
under  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  legis- 
lature is  advised  not  to  trouble  itself  with  a great 
deal  of  legislation,  but  after  attending  to  tbe  un- 
avoidable business  of  the  session  to  adjourn. 

Some  alterations  in  the  rates  of  postage  and  some 
modifications  of  the  law  respecting  the  introduction, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  are  recommen- 
ded, as  also  regulations  respecting  pilots  and  for 
preventing  seamen  from  deserting  ships. 

The  jail  in  Oregon  city  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire.  I'he  Governor  is  rather  doubtful  whether  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  build  a new  one  as  yet. — 
They  have  but  little  use  for  a jail  it  seems,  and  the 
governor  has  no  doubt  that  a small  building  will 
answer  all  purposes  of  that  sort  for  many  years,  “if 
we  should  be  successful”  he  adds,  “in  keeping  ar- 
dent spirits  out  of  tbe  territory.” 

The  immigration  into  the  territory  for  tho  jatr 
would  not  exceed  one  thousand.  Califoruia  draw 
off  a large  portion  of  the  current.  Tbe  message 
explicitly  recommends  tbe  subject  of  education. 

The  following  marriages  are  recorded  in  the  Spec- 
tator— Wm.  P.  Dougherty  and  Mary  Jane  Chambers; 
John  P.  Brooks  and  Mary  Ann  Thomas;  Henry  Biix- 
ton,  Jr.,  and  Rosanna  Wooly;  H.  H.  Hyde  and  Hen- 
rietta Holman.  Four  applioations  for  divoree  ad- 
vertised, two  by  tbe  wives  and  two  by  tbe  husbands. 

A pilot  bill,  the  Spectator  states,  had  been  intro- 
duced into  tbe  legislature  in  accordance  with  the 
governor’s  suggestions,  and  passed  to  a third  read- 
ing. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


Wool.  The  high  rates  that  have  been  obtained 
for  nearly  all  other  products  of  agriculture  have 
led  farmers  to  expect  good  prices  for  this  article 
also,  and  in  this  they  are  confirmed  by  the  advance 
which  took  place  on  account  of  the  large  exporta- 
tion!, last  fall,  which  so  reduced  the  stock  that  great 
firmness  was  maintained  through  tbe  winter  and 
spring.  The  dealers  here  are  generally  of  a differ- 
ent opinion;  the  depression  of  the  manufacturiug  in- 
terests of  England  has  enabled  them  to  purchase 
there,  and  re-import  at  a good  profit  a considerable 
quantity  of  American  wool;  and  they  expect  that  the 
coming  season  will  witness  low  prices  for  goods,  a 
large  supply  of  wool,  and  no  demand  for  export, 
except  al  very  low  rates. 

Meanwhile  there  is  a good  deal  of  activity  in 
Ohio,  and  the  western  part  of  this  state,  tbe  pur- 
chases being  mostly  on  eastern  account. 

The  prices  paid  are  10  a 15  per  cent,  above  the 
opening  rates  of  last  season.  Many  of  the  farmers 
ask  much  more  than  this,  and  in  some  places  the 
competition  of  agents,  aided  by  local  speculations, 
has  produced  an  advance,  and  it  is  said  that  some 
manufacturers  have  given  more  for  wool  in  the  coun- 
try than  they  could  have  bought  it  at  here  a week 
ago. 

At  Buffalo  tbe  range  of  sales  for  common  to  full 
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blooded  Merinoes  has  been  22  a 28  cents.  Some  of 
the  fine  Saxony,  produced  in  Vernon,  Oneida  county, 
has  been  purchased  ot  48  cts.  It  is  stated  in  prirate 
letters  and  in  a western  newspaper  that  Lowell  ma- 
nulacturers  have  purchased  the  clip  of  the  Egerton 
flock  (2,800  fleeces)  in  the  southeast  of  Ohio,  at  60 
cents,  and  some  others  in  the  neighborhood  at  48a56 
cts.  But  it  is  more  likely  that  these  prices  were 
paid  for  only  a small  and  carefully  selected  portion 
of  them.  A letter  from  Huron  county,  Ohio,  says 
that  the  season  has  been  favorable,  and  the  wool  will 
be  of  better  quality  and  cleaner  than  last  year. 

The  stock  of  wool  in  this  city  has  been  very  light 
for  a long  time,  and  week  before  last  the  number  of 
small  purchases  made  by  manufacturers  to  supply  im- 
mediate wants,  was  so  great  as  to  nearly  exhaust  it. 
The  dealers  are  generally  unwilling  to  buy  much  at 
the  the  present  prices  in  the  country,  and  what  they 
do  purchase  and  what  is  consigned  to  them  by  the 
owners  is  much  delayed  by  the  pressure  of  bread- 
stuffs,  which  crowd  all  the  channels  of  transporta- 
tion. 

The  “pullers”  of  this  city  occupy,  together  with 
the  latter  dealers,  that  part  of  it  called  “The 
Swamp,”  and  their  wool  is  known  as  “swamp  wool.” 
It  is  not  equal  in  quality  to  that  pulled  in  the  coun- 
try; principally,  perhaps,  for  the  want  of  proper  con- 
Teniences  for  cleaning,  though  the  Croton  water  has 
mudo  a greai  linproremeni  in  inai  respect. 

Their  custom  is  to  make  contracts  with  the  butch- 
ers of  all  the  skins  they  obtain  during  certain  parts 
of  the  year,  at  a fixed  price,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  one  who  has  the  contract  for  an  unfavorable 
season,  as  the  summer,  when  there  is  but  little  wool 
on  the  skins,  will  have  the  preference  next  season. 

I The  present  contracts  date  from  the  first  of  April 
and  expire  on  the  first  of  October,  and  the  next 
season  ends  on  Christmas  day.  The  wool  which  is 
all  pulled  from  Iamb  skins  now,  as  the  full  grown 
sheep  are  shared  before  being  sent  to  market,  is 
worth  about  27  cents  a lb.,  and  the  contract  prices 
of  skins  for  this  season  range  from  37^a44  cts.  each. 

[AT.  y Jour.  Com. 

The  Wheeling  Times  says  the  largest  and  best 
clips  of  wool  grown  in  Ohio  and  Brook  counties,  Va., 
this  year,  have  been  disposed  of  to  the  Lowell  agents 
at  45,  50,  55,  56,  and  60  cents.  These  prices  show 
the  superiority  of  our  wool  and  the  great  value  of 
the  sheep  that  it  has  been  the  pride  of  our  farmers 
to  raise. 

Coal.  A letter  from  a gentleman  in  Wilkesbarre, 
(Pa.,)  says:  “Business  here  is  brisk.  Property  is  on 
the  advance;  coal  lands  especially.  Three  sales  of 
very  ordinary  lands,  worth  camparatively  little  but 
for  coal,  sold  last  month — 100  acres  for  ^10,000;  140 
acres  for  $13,000;  330  acres  for  $33,000.  It  almost 
frightens  us;  and  yet,  if  we  could  reason  from  facts 
developed  last  year,  $500  an  acre  would  not  be  a 
fourth  of  the  value.  The  Hudson  and  Delaware 
Company,  taking  their  coal  from  this  county,  330,000 
tons,  made  a clear  profit  of  $582,000 — more  than  a 
dollar  and  a half  a ton;  and  an  acre  will  yield  fifteen 
to  twenty  thousand  tons.” 

Silver  mines  of  Konsberg.  According  to  a let- 
ter of  the  14ih,  from  Christiana,  (Norway,)  the 
silver  mines  ol  Konsberg  have  produced,  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  10,700  marcs  of 
virgin  silver,  a quantity  exceeding  by  five  twelUhs 
the  produce  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1846 
The  10,700  marcs  were  put  up  at  auction,  and  bought 
by  the  National  Bank  of  Denmark  for  a sum  equiva- 
lent to  553,194  fr. 

Wool  growing.  But  few  are  aware  of  the  amount 
of  wool  grown  in  the  United  States.  It  is  perhaps  the 
easiest  and  most  profitable  crop  of  the  fanner  who  has 
grazing  lands.  In  the  New  England  and  some  of  the 
western  states  it  forms  a large  staple;  and  agents  from 
factories  and  seaports  are  scattered  through  the  whole 
country,  buying  it  up.  Michigan  is  now  producing  large 
quantities  of  wool,  and  promises  to  rival  any  of  the 
eastern  states.  We  give  below  a few  statistics  which 
will  enlighten  the  reaoer. 

Arrival  of  wool  at  the  tide  water  on  the  Hudion  river  and 
average  price. 

Pounds.  Value.  Price. 

1840  2,876,000  1,150,400  40  cents 

1842  3,355,000  1,004,554  30  do 

1843  6,216,400  1,678.428  27  do 

1844  7,672,300  2,519,474  38  do 

1846  9,504,039  2.946,252  31  do 

1846  8,866,376  2,571,415  29  do 

The  amount  of  wool  which  arrived  at  Buflalo  from 

Michigan  in  1844,  was  266,407  pounds;  in  1845,  412.- 
081;  and  in  1846,  716,587. 

Wool  has  also  become  an  article  of  foreign  export, 
there  being  no  duty  on  it  in  Bngiand  The  project  was 
never  tried  until  1814,  when  about  300,000 pounds  went 
irom  Boston  and  Now  York.  The  quantity  has  annu. 
ally  increased  since. 


The  wool  trade.  For  a quarter  of  a century,  Ro- 
chester has  been  the  centre  of  an  extensive  trade  in 
wool.  One-fifth  of  the  whole  product  of  the  state  is 
purchased  and  prepared  for  market  by  Rochester  dea- 
lers, and  about  one-ninth  is  shipped  directly  from  this 
port.  Western  New  Y'’ork.  although  mainly  devoted  to 
the  production  of  breadstufls,  produces  wool  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality,  which  is  much  sought  lor  by  eastern  ma- 
nufacturers. 

The  season,  on  account  of  the  unfavorable  weather, 
opened  laic  last  year,  and  the  arrivals  have  been  light 
and  mostly  of  the  medium  or  inferior  grades.  Prices 
open,  on  an  overage,  about  3c.  per  lb.  higher  than  last 
year. 

The  following  are  the  average  prices  of  wool  in  this 
market  for  the  last  eleven  years.  Average  price  per  lb. 
in 


1835 

36c 

1841 

361c 

30| 

1836 

36 

1842 

1837 

37 

1843 

28 

1833 

351 
47 1 

1844 

391 

1839 

1845 

291 

1840 

38 

1846 

24| 

The  quantity  shipped  through  the  canal  for  the  last 
three  years  may  be  learned  from  the  following  table: 

1844.  1845.  1846. 

April  62,083  40.156  15,929 

May  51,530  56,093  76,310 

June  123,750  84,476  57.732 

July  415,629  471,128  168,286 

Anemot  .n.oio  \ aac 

September  17,741  140,631  162,724 

October  17,577  128,227  130,066 

November  31,900  87,924  44,979 


The  exports  of  1846  will  amount  to  85,000  hides, 
60,000  arrobas  tallow,  10,000  fanegas  wheat,  1,000,- 
000  feet  lumber,  also  staves  and  shingles,  $20,000 
worth  of  otter  and  beaver  skins,  $10,000  worth  of 
soap,  1,000  bbls.  wine  and  aguardiente,  200  ounces 
of  gold. 

List  of  shipping  from  foreign  ports  and  coastwise, 
entered  at  Monterey  in  1845. 

No.  Crew.  Tons. 
United  States  of  America  29  482  9,455 

Mexico  18  205  2,620 

England  4 66  966 

Germany  3 33  525 

France  3 75  756 

Hawaii  3 24  348 

Total  58  885  14,650 

Of  the  above,  5 were  ships  of  war,  5 whaling 
ships,  and  48  merchant  vessels, classed  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  viz:  ships  23;  barqiies  17;  brigs  8;  schoon- 
ers 10 — total  58  vessels. 

The  number  of  men  and  amount  of  tonnage  is  ex- 
clusive of  ships  of  war. 

Trade  of  Michigan  citt.  Tabular  statement  of 
imports  and  exports  of  Michigan  city,  Indiana,  for 


Total  pounds  764,758  1,152,150  852,413 

During  the  past  week  about  26,000  pounds  have  been 
purchased  in  this  niaiket,  at  prices  varying  front  25  to 
35c.  But  few  lots  of  the  better  descriptions  have  yet 
appeared.  The  following  are  the  quotations  for  the  va- 
rious grades  that  appear  here: 

American  Saxony  fleece  per  lb.  35a37| 

American  full  blood  merino  do  30a33 

American  | and  £ merino  do  23a25 

American  native  and  j merino  de  20a25 

[Rochester  Democrat. 

According  to  a calculation  some  few  years  since, 
there  were  in  the  United  States  34,000,000  of  sheep. 
At  a moderate  and  rational  consumption  the  value  of 
these  may  safely  be  estimated  at  $70,000,000  and  the 
amount  of  wool  annually  produced,  at  $40,000,000. 
Of  this  vast  flock,  the  state  of  New  York  owned  at 
the  time  of  making  the  above  estimate,  nearly  one 
fifth.  For  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  that 
tine,  the  increase  of  sheep  in  the  United  States, 
averaged  1,000,000  per  year.  Since  then  it  has  pro 
bably  been  much  greater. 

Upper  California.  From  an  article  in  Hunt’s 
Merchants’  Magazine,  we  derive  the  following: 

“The  climate  is  unsurpassed  for  salubrity;  the 
lowest  rate  of  the  thermometer  in  the  shade  at  Mon- 
terey, in  1845,  was  44  degrees,  and  the  highest  86, 
although  the  common  range  throughout  the  year  is 
from  60  to  70. 

Sailing  vessels  have  about  thirteen  days  passage 
from  Monterey  to  Mazatlan,  but  double  that  num- 
ber on  returning.  It  takes  about  fifteen  days  to  sail 
from  Monterey  to  Columbia  river,  but  only  five  to 
return. 

The  entire  revenue  of  California  has  been  receiv- 
ed  from  the  custom  house  at  Monterey,  which,  for 
the  seven  past  years,  averaged  eighty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

Imported  goods,  such  as  American  cotton  and 
woollen  manufactures,  shoes,  hats,  furniture,  and 
farmers’  utensils;  also,  groceries,  crockery,  and 
hardware,  and  china  goods,  are  sold  to  the  dealers 
and  farmers  on  the  coast  at  a credit  of  twelve  to 
twenty-four  months,  payable  in  hides,  tallow,  fat, 
dried  beef,  lumber,  and  soap. 

The  Boston  ships  have  generally  returned  home 
with  twenty  to  forty  tnousand  bullocks’  bides;  every 
dollar  of  invoice  and  disbursements,  including  also 
a reasonable  charge  for  wear  and  tear  of  the  vessel, 
has  usually  received  a hide  in  return,  which  is  al- 
ways valued  at  two  dollars. 

The  tallow  has  generally  been  bartered  with  ves- 
sels bound  for  Callao,  for  hides. 

A considerable  quantity  of  sea  otter  skins  were 
formerly  collected,  and  shipped  to  Canton.  They 
were  valued  at  forty  dollars  each.  The  number  at 
present  taken  is  very  limited. 

With  so. lie  capital,  and  an  increase  of  that  thriv- 
ing race,  the  Anglo-Saxons,  California  could  supply 
all  the  Polynesian  Islands,  together  with  San  Bias, 
Mazatlan,  Acapulco,  and  the  northwest  eoast,  with 
wheat,  beans,  peas,  flaur,  fat,  tallow,  butter,  cheese, 
pork,  beef,  salmon,  sardines,  horses,  mules,  spars, 
boards,  shingles,  staves,  and  ships.  Already  shin- 
gles, lumber,  spars,  and  horses  are  shipped  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands;  and  beef,  fat,  wheat,  and  beans  to 
the  Russian  settleraents  on  the  northwest  coast,  bills 
on  St.  Petersburg  being  received  iu  exchange. 


first  to  the  close  of  navigation. 

Exports. 

1843 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Wheat,  bushel  357,650  304,645  420,714  332  000 

Corn  and  oats  do 

2,000 

2,420 

3.819 

41,000 

Flour,  bbls. 

Pork,  lard  do 

1,000 

1,825 

3,051 

1.000 

520 

1,050 

2,600 

2,510 

Beef,  tallow  do 

210 

325 

800 

1,000 

English  beef,  tcs. 

000 

200 

500 

000 

Sundries  bbls.  bulk 

1,300 

1,975 

4,380 

6,750 

Hides,  No. 

800 

1,050 

1,333 

1,050 

Imports. 

Merchandize,  tons 

575 

671 

963 

1,610 

Salt  and  lime 

925 

1,378 

2,500 

4,500 

Sundries,  bbl.  bulk 

1,500 

2,163 

3,785 

5 784 

The  quantity  of 

wheat 

and  flour 

in  store  on  the 

23d  December  last 

187,000  bushels 

of  the  former, 

and  500  bbls,  of  the  latter. 


[Indiana  Tocsin. 


ed  in 

1841.  Leng 

th,  55  miles. 

Cost,  $2, 

38£ 

1,000. 

Year. 

Rereip's. 

Expenses. 

Net  income. 

Divi’ds. 

1841 

$299,574 

154,956 

144,615 

6 

per  ct. 

1842 

269,198 

144,040 

125.128 

6 

<4 

1843 

279,562 

104,641 

174,921 

1844 

337,238 

109,319 

227,919 

7 

\ (1 

1845 

350,150 

116,840 

233  310 

8 

U 

1846 

371,338 

162,804 

208,544 

8 

“ 

$1,907,930 

792,603 

1,114,423 

42 

New  York  Tobacco  trade.  During  the  year  1846 
there  were  received  (including  stock  on  hand  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year)  9,058  hhds.  Kentucky;  1,975  hhds. 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina;  108  hhds.  Ohio;  and  84 
hhds.  Maryland.  There  were  delivered  during  the  same 
period  7,238  hhds.  Kentucky;  955  hhds.  Virginia  and  N. 
Carolina;  71  hhds.  Ohio;  and  60  hhds.  Maryland. 

Ky.  Va.&N.C.  Oh.  Md.  T’i. 
Stock  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1844,  6,128  195  3 0 6,396 

Do.  Jan.  1,1845,  3,985  326  0 10  4,321 

Do.  Jan.  1,  1846,  3,357  171  18  9 3 655 

Do.  Jan.  1,  1847,  1,820  1,020  37  24  2,901 

These  statements  show  a rapid  falling  off  in  the  trade 
of  that  city  in  Kentucky  tobacco. 

A TREATY  of  commerce,  belwetii  France  and  Naples, 
was  signed  on  the  16th  June,  by  virtue  of  which  the  ves- 
sels of  both  nations  will  pass  free  of  tonnage  duty. 

The  Neapolitan  government  allows  all  kinds  of  oils 
destined  for  France,  to  be  exported  free  of  duty. 

The  con.necting  link.  The  Camden  (S.  C.)  Journal 
says:  “We  are  happy  to  announce  to  our  readers,  that 
the  long  expected  connection  by  way  of  Raleigh  and 
Camden,  of  the  North  and  South  Carolina  railroad,  is 
ill  a fair  way  ot  completion.  A proposiiion  from  Bos- 
ton capitalists,  to  the  North  and  South  Carolina  people 
has  been  received,  and  will  doubtless  be  accepted.  If 
we  have  understood  the  matter  correctly,  these  capital- 
ists propose  to  subscribe  $2,000,000  towards  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  which  is  estimated  to  cost  S3, 000,. 
000,  leaving  one-third  only  of  the  entire  cost,  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  citizens  of  North  and  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  A convention  has  been  called  to  be  held  in 
this  town  on  the  28th  inst.,  which  will  no  doubt  be  nu- 
merously attended  by  the  friends  of  the  Metropolitan 
route.’’ 


THE  CHICAGO  CONVENTION. 

July  6th,  the  president  announced  the  following  as 
the  committee  to  draft  resolutions: 

Ohio — Hon.  John  C.  Wright,  J.  W.  Gray. 
Jl/as»acfc«se«s— George  A.  Kubn,  Artemas  Leo. 
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Michigan — Hon.  Wra.  Woodbridge Calvin  Britain. 

Indiana — Daniel  Mace,  Andrew  Osborn. 

.^ewj  York — Hon.  JohnC.  Spencer.  Alvin  Bronson. 

Missouri — John  D.  Cook,  Fletcher  M.  Haight. 

Pennsylvania — T.  J.  Bigham,  J.  C.  Marshall. 

Illinois — Jesse  B.  Thomas,  David  J.  Baker. 

Wisconsin — Hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  J.  D.  Kinsman. 

Connecticut — N.  O.  Kellogg,  Joel  W.  While. 

Maine — M.  A Chandler,  F.  B.  Slockbridge. 

Florida — John  D.  Camp. 

Georgia — Hon.  T.  Butler  King,  W.  B.  Hodson. 

Iowa — Geo.  W,  Williams,  N.  L.  Stout. 

Kentucky — H.  T.  Blackburn,  T.  H.  Crawford. 

Rhode  Island— Edward  Seagrave,  H.  Hoppin. 

JVeto  Jersey — Roswell  L.  Coll,  Charles  King. 

LETTER  FROM  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Marshfield,  June  26,  1847. 

Gentlemen — I am  quite  obliged  to  you  for  your 
Tery  kind  and  respectful  letter,  addressed  to  me  at 
Nashville,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  Chicago  eon- 
vention.  If  my  health  had  allowed  me  to  continue 
the  journey,  which  1 was  then  prosecuting,  it  would 
have  brought  me  into  the  northwest,  in  time  to  have 
been  with  you  the  1st  of  July;  but  being  compelled. 

the  mountains,  it  was,  of  course,  not  m mj  power  to 
attend  the  convention. 

You  speak  gentlemen,  in  too  much  commendation, 
I fear,  of  my  efforts  in  the  cause  Of  internal  and  wes* 
tern  improvement.  1 can  only  say  that  these  efforts 
have  been  earnest,  long  continued,  and  made  for  the 
single  desire  of  promoting  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  Of  the  power  of  the  government  to  make 
appropriations  for  erecting  harbors  and  clearing  riv 
ers,  1 never  entertained  a particle  of  doubt.  This 
power,  in  my  judgment,  is  not  partial,  limited,  ob- 
scure, applicable  to  some  uses,  and  not  applicable  to 
others,  to  states  and  not  to  others,  to  some  rivers 
and  not  to  others,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion 
of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Memphis  conven- 
tion. For  one,  I reject  all  such  far  fetched  and  un- 
natural distinctions.  In  my  opionion,  the  authority 
of  the  government  in  this  respect  rests,  directly  on  the 
grant  of  the  commercial  power  to  congress,  and  this 
bas  been  so  understood  from  the  begining  by  the 
wisest  and  best  men,  who  have  been  concerned  in 
the  administration  of  (he  government;  and  is  conse- 
quently general,  and  limited  only  by  the  importance 
of  each  particular  subject  and  (he  discretion  of  con- 
gress. 

1 hope  the  convention  may  do  much  good,  by  ens 
forcing  the  necessity  of  exercising  these  just  powers 
of  the  government.  There  are  no  new  invention- 
nor  new  constructions  or  qualifications  of  the  const! 
tutional  power  to  be  resorted  to;  there  i.s  no  new 
political  path  to  be  struck  out.  It  is  simply  for  the 
people  to  say,  whether  prejudices,  party  preposses- 
sions, and  party  opposition  shall  at  lengtn  give  way 
to  fair  reasoning,  to  precedent  and  experience,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  great  men,  who  have  gone  before  us, 
and  to  those  momentous  considerations  of  public 
interest,  which  now  so  imperatively  call  on  congress 

do  its  duty. 

1 am,  gentlemen,  with  much  regard, 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


SILAS  Wright’s  letter. 

Canton,  31sl  May,  1847. 

Gentlemen — Your  circular,  inviting  me  to  attend 
“a  North  Western  Harbor  and  River  Convention,” 
to  be  assembled  at  Chicago  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July  next,  was  duly  received,  forwarded  by  .Mr. 
Whiling,  of  your  committee.  My  attention  had 
been  previously  called  to  the  same  subject  by  the 
invitation  of  a friend,  at  your  city,  to  attend  the  con- 
vention, and  generously  tendering  me  quarters  in  his 
family  during  its  sitting.  1 was  forced,  from  tlie 
state  of  private  business,  to  inform  him  that  I couid 
Dot  make  the  journey,  at  the  time  named;  and  the 
period  which  has  elapsed  since  1 declined  his  invi- 
tation, has  only  tended  to  confirm  the  conclusion 
pronounced  to  him.  Were  it  possible  for  me  to 
attend  the  proposed  convention,  without  an  unrea- 
sonable sacrifice,  1 should  most  gladly  do  so,  as  my 
location  gives  me  a strong  feeling  in  reference  to  the 
prosperity  and  safety  of  the  commerce  of  the  lakes. 
The  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  lake  harbors 
is  one,  which  my  service  in  congress  had  rendered 
somewhat  familar  to  me  in  a legislative  aspect, 
while  my  personal  travel  upon  the  two  lower  lakes 
has  made  the  necessity  for  these  improvements  man- 
ifest to  my  senses.  1 am  aware  that  questions  of 
constitutional  power  have  been  raised  in  reference  to 
appropriations  of  money  by  congress,  for  the  im- 
provement of  lake  harbors,  and  1 am  well  convin- 
ced that  honest  men  hare  sincerely  entertained 
strong  scruples  upon  this  point;  but  all  my  observa- 


tion and  experience  have  induced  me  to  believe 
that  these  scruples,  where  the  individual  admits  the 
power  to  improve  the  Atlantic  harbors,  arises  from 
want  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  lakes  and  the 
commerce  upon  them,  and  an  inability  to  believe  the 
facts  in  relation  to  that  commerce,  when  truly  stated. 
It  is  not  easy  for  one,  fairiliar  with  the  lakes  and  the 
lake  commerce,  to  realize  the  degree  of  incredulity, 
as  to  the  magnitude  and  Importance  of  both,  which 
is  found  in  the  minds  of  honest  and  well  informed 
men,  residing  in  remote  portions  of  the  Union,  and 
having  no  personal  acquaintance  with  either;  while 
1 do  not  recollect  an  instance  of  a member  of  con- 
gress, who  has  travelled  the  lakes  and  observed  the 
commerce  upon  them,  within  the  last  ten  years, 
requiring  any  further  evidence  or  argument,  to  in- 
duce him  to  admit  the  constitutional  power  and  the 
propriety  of  appropriations  fur  the  lake  harbors,  as 
much  as  for  those  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  I bare  long 
been  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  to  impress  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  ail  portions  of  the  Union  with 
a realizing  sense  of  the  facts  as  they  are,  in  relation 
to  these  inland  seas,  and  their  already  vast  and  rapidly 
increasing  commerce,  would  be  all  that  is  required  to 
secure  such  appropriations  as  the  slate  of  the  na 
tional  treasury  will  from  time  to  time  permit,  for  the 

* -r  harhori,  I mean  the 

improvement  of  such  harbors  as  the  body  of  the  lake 
commerce  requires  for  its  convenience  and  safety, 
as  contra  distinguished  from  the  numerous  applica- 
tions for  these  improvements,  which  the  various 
competing  local  interests  upon  the  shores  of  the  lakes 
may  prompt;  and  1 make  this  distinction  because  my 
own  observation  has  shown  that  applications  for 
harbor  improvement  at  the  public  expense  are  made 
and  passed,  within  distance  of  a very  few  miles,  and 
at  locations  where,  from  the  natural  position  of  the 
lake  and  coast,  a good  harbor  at  either  point  would 
secure  to  the  commerce  of  the  lake  all  the  conveni- 
ence and  safely  of  duplicate  improvements.  Much 
of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  appropriations  grows  out 
of  the  these  conflicting  applications,  and  the  stern- 
ness with  which  all  are  pressed  as  necessary  to  the 
lake  commerce,  impairs  the  confidence  of  strangers 
to  the  local  claims  and  interests  in  the  importance 
of  all. 

It  IS  the  duty  of  those  who  urge  these  improve- 
ments, for  the  great  objects  for  which  alone  they 
should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  nation,  viz: 
the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  lake  commerce,  to 
be  honest  with  congress,  and  to  urge  appropriations 
only  at  points  where  these  considerations  demand 
them.  The  river  improvements  constitute  a much 
more  difficult  subject,  and  the  connection  of  them 
with  the  lake  harbors,  has  often,  to  my  knowledge, 
fatally  prejudiced  the  former.  There  are  applica- 
tion for  improvements  of  rivers,  about  which,  as  a 
matter  of  principle  and  constitutional  power,  I have 
no  more  duubl  than  about  the  harbors  upon  the  lakes 
or  the  Atlantic  coast;  and  there  are  those,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  come  neither  within  the  principle 
nor  the  constitutional  power,  but  to  draw  a line 
between  the  two  classes  of  cases,  I cannot.  I have 
witnessed  numerous  attempts  to  do  this,  but  none 
of  them  have  appeared  to  my  mind  to  be  very  sound, 
or  very  practical.  The  fads  and  circumstances  are 
so  very  variant,  between  the  various  applications, 
that  1 doubt  wbetiier  any  general  rule  can  be  laid 
down,  which  will  be  found  just  and  practical : and  1 
think  the  course  most  likely  to  secure  a satisfactory 
result,  with  the  least  danger  of  a violation  of  princi- 
ple, would  be  for  congress  to  act  separately  and  in- 
dependently upon  each  application.  There  has  appear- 
ed 10  me  to  be  one  broad  distinction  between  these 
cases,  which  has  not  always  been  regarded,  but 
which  I ihiiik  alwajs  should  be.  It  is  between  the 
applications  to  prolect  and  secure  the  safely  of  com- 
merce upon  rivers,  where  it  exists  and  is  regularly 
earned  on  in  defiance  of  the  obstructions  sought  to 
be  removed,  and  in  the  face  of  the  dangers  ti.ey 
place  in  its  svay,  and  those  applications  which  ask 
lor  improvement  of  rivers,  that  commerce  may  be 
extended  upon  ibem,  where  it  is  not.  The  one  class 
appear  to  me  to  ask  congress  to  regulate  and  protect 
commerce  upon  rivers,  where  commerce  in  fact 
exists,  and  the  other,  to  create  it  upon  rivers  where 
it  does  not  exist.  This  distinction  if  carefully 
observed,  might  aid  in  determining  some  applications 
of  both  classes,  but  is  not  a sufficient  dividing  line 
for  practical  legislation,  if  it  is  for  the  settlement  of 
the  principle  upon  ivhich  all  such  applications  should 
rest.  1 use  the  term,  “comiuerce”  in  this  definition, 
asl  do  in  this  letter,  in  its  constitutional  sense  and 
scope. 

1 must  ask  your  pardon,  gentlemen,  for  troubling 
you  with  so  long  and  hasty  a communication,  in 
reply  lo  your  note.  It  is  not  made  for  any  public 
use,  but  to  express  lo  you  very  imperfectly  some  of 
my  views,  upon  the  interesting  subjects  you  bring  lo 
my  notice,  which  1 shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of 


communicating  in  person,  and  to  satisfy  you  that  I 
am  not  indifierent  to  your  request. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  polite 
invitation,  and  to  believe  me,  your  very  respectful 
and  ob’t  servant,  SILAS  WRIGHT. 

Messrs.  N,  B.  Judd  and  others. 

letter  from  JOHN  M.  BOTTS. 

Richmond,  June  12th  1847. 

Mt  Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  12th  May,  ac- 
companying an  invitation  from  the  comoiittee  of 
correspondence,  "to  attend  a Northwestern  Harbor 
and  River  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on  the 
first  Monday  in  July  next,”  was  duly  received,  and 
its  not  being  answered  at  an  earlier  day,  arose 
from  the  earnest  hope  I had  indulged,  (nottrithstan- 
ding  the  distance  from  home)  that  I should  have  been 
with  you  on  that  interesting  occasion  in  person,  as  1 
shall  be  in  feeling  and  in  principle.  [ am  sorry, 
however,  to  say,  that  just  now  it  seems  to  be  alto- 
gether impracticable. 

Neveriheless,  at  a future  day,  and  upon  a different 
theatre,  I hope  to  bare  it  in  my  power  to  render  you 
more  efficient  aid,  than  I could  in  your  proposed 
convention.  On  the  subject  of  these  national  im- 
provements, I have  no  morbid  sensibilities,  I labor 
under  no  constitulionaj  difficulties,  and  1 indulge  no 
metaphysiciil  abstractions;  ler  in  my  judgment  we 
should  have  bestowed  very  unmerited  eulogy  upon 
the  wisdom  of  the  illustrious  dead,  the  framers  and 
builders  of  that  godlike  instrument,  to  which  our 
government  owes  its  existence,  if  they  had  neglected 
to  confer  upon  the  representatives  of  all  the  interests 
of  all  the  people  in  the  land,  the  power  to  protect  the 
property  of  those  same  people,  by  removing  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation,  constructing  and  improving  Har- 
bors, and  erecting  light  bouses,  as  well  within  our 
own  territory  as  beyond  it — as  well  upon  the  River 
and  Lake  navigation  as  upon  the  High  Seas— as  well 
upon  the  Mississippi  as  upon  the  Lakes — and  as  well 
upon  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  as  upon  the  At- 
lantic coast,  provided  the  “commerce  among  the 
several  states,”  in  the  language  of  the  conslitulion, 
should  render  it  necessary  and  expedient.  That 
they  did  not  neglect,  but  fully  provided  for  the  exer- 
cise of  this  indispensable  power,  is  clear  to  my  mind, 
and  how  much  more  it  would  have  become  an  en- 
lightened and  civilized  governRient,  and  how  much 
more  our  individual  and  national  prosperity  would 
have  been  advanced  by  the  expenditure  of  the  untold 
millions  in  the  accomplishment  of  such  works,  than 
for  the  indiscriminate  and  wholesale  slaughter  of  a 
defenceless  and  unofiending  race  of  semi  barbarians, 
whose  chief  cause  at  least,  (as  will  be  found)  con- 
sisted, in  owning  territory  that  “must  be  acquired" 
under  the  guise  of  “indernnily,"  is  a question  that 
time  will  determine,  and  that  the  people  of  all  classes 
and  of  all  parties  will  have  an  opportunity  of  under- 
standing and  appreciating,  before  we  get  through 
with,  and  recover  from,  the  effects  of  this  horrible 
and  most  unnecessary  and  iniquitous  war. 

Ifet  it  IS  pretended  that  he  who  can  make  war, 
after  two  bloody  battles  have  beenJbught,  commu- 
nicate its  existence  to  congress,  and  thereby  himself 
escape  the  responsibility;  who,  can,  through  his  su- 
bordinates, annex  territory,  and  dismemberempires, 
and  establish  civil  governments;  swear  in  citizens  by 
the  wholesale,  require  them  to  lake  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  United  Slates,  try  them  by  a drum 
court  martial,  and  hang  them  up  in  six  hours,  as 
rebels  or  traitors;  make  laws  for,  and  collect  cus- 
toms in  Mexico,  when,  by  the  constitution,  it  is 
declared,  that  “congress  shall  have  power  to  make  rules 
concerning  captures  on  land  or  water;"  when  all  this 
can  be  dune  with  impunity  by  the  one  man  power,  the 
people  are  to  be  cheated  out  of  their  rights  and  dear- 
est interests,  under  the  shallow  pretence  that  that 
same  one  man  cannot  find  constituuonal  warrant  for 
affixing  bis  signature,  either  to  a bill  passed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  for  the  payment  of 
what  they  recognize.d  as  a just  debt  due  from  the 
government,  or  for  another,  making  appropriations 
of  their  own  means,  for  the  general  improvement  and 
interests  of  the  country,  and  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  American  life  and  properly.  If  our 
constitution  were  fairly  susceptible  of  such  a reading, 
what  odium  would  it  bring  upon  its  authors,  and  who 
would  be  satisfied  lo  live  under  it  another  day? 

Without  undertaking  to  decide  what  does,  or  what 
does  not  constitute  an  “inland  sea," — as  the  term  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution,  nor  yet  in  the 
celebrated  resolutions  of  ’98  and  '99— -which  are  of 
more  importance  with  some  of  our  disllnguisbed 
statesmen,  1 have  do  hesitation  in  expressing  it  as 
the  conviction  of  my  mind,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Northern  and  Western  Lakes  and  Rivers,  is  entitled 
to  the  fostering  care  of  government,  and  that  the 
interests  of  that  region  of  country  imperatively  de- 
mand it;  and  I sineerely  hope  the  day  is  not  distant 
when  it  will  be  obtaiiied. 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  24,  1847— PRESIDENTIAL. 


333 


1 shotiH  despise  oijself  if  I were  capable  of  occu- 
pying a position  in  public  life  with  views  so  narrow 
and  contracted,  as  not  to  see  and  be  willing  to  ad- 
minister to  the  wants  of  every  section  of  our  ever  to 
be  cherished  Union,  with  as  free  and  liberal  a hand, 
as  1 would  to  that  where  my  own  more  imnediate 
interests  were  concerned.  No!  sections  of  the  coun- 
try have  no  influence  over  tny  mind,  in  giving  con- 
structions to  sections  of  the  constitution. 

As  this  letter  is  designed  as  an  answer  to  thecoin- 
miliee  as  well  as  yourself,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
band  it  ever  to  them,  and  oblige,  very  truly  yours, 
JNO.  M.  BOTTS. 

S.  Lisle  Smith,  Esq.,  and  through  him  to  the  com- 
mittee. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

"The  convention  submit  to  their  fellow  citizens 
and  the  federal  government  the  following  proposi- 
tions as  ezpressing  their  sentiments  and  those  of  their 
constituents: 

First.  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  framed  by  practical  men,  for  practical  purposes, 
declared  in  its  preamble — "To  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty”  and  was  mainly  Ha. 
signed  to  create  a government  whose  functions  and 
powers  should  be  adequate  to  the  protection  of  the 
common  interests  of  all  the  states,  or  of  two  or  more 
of  them,  which  could  not  be  maintained  by  the  action 
of  the  separate  Stales — that,  in  strict  accordance 
with  this  object,  the  revenues  derived  from  com- 
merce were  surrendered  to  the  general  government, 
with  the  express  understanding  that  they  should  be 
applied  to  the  promotion  of  those  common  interests. 

Second.  That  among  these  common  interests  and 
objects  were:  1st  foreign  commerce,  to  the  regula 
tion  of  which  the  powers  of  the  states  severally  were 
confessedly  inadequate,  and  2d.  internal  trade  and 
Davigation,  wherever  the  concurrence  of  two  or  more 
states  was  necessary  to  its  preservation,  or  where 
the  expense  of  its  maintainance  should  be  equitably 
borne  by  two  or  more  states,  and  where  of  course, 
those  states  must  necessarily  have  a voice  in  its 
regulation;  and  hence  resulted  the  constitutional 
grant  of  power  to  congress,  “to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  stales.” 

Third.  That  being  thus  possessed  both  of  the 
means  and  of  the  power  which  were  denied  to 
the  states  respectively,  congress  became  obligated 
by  every  consideration  of  good  faith  and  common 
justice,  to  cherish  and  increase  bolh  the  kinds  of 
commerce  thus  committed  to  its  care,  by  expan- 
ding and  extending  the  means  of  conducting  them, 
and  of  affording  them  all  those  facilities  and  all 
that  protection  which  the  states  individually  would 
have  afforded,  had  the  revenue  and  the  authority 
been-  left  to  them. 

Fevrth.  That  this  obligation  has  ever  been  recog- 
nized from  the  foundation  of  the  government  and  has 
been  fulfilled  partially,  by  erecting  light  houses, 
building  piers  for  harbors,  break  waters  and  sea 
walls,  removing  obstructions  in  rivers  and  providing 
other  facilities  from  the  commerce  carried  on  from 
the  ports  of  the  Atlantic  coast;  and  the  same  obli- 
gations have  been  fulfilled  to  a much  less  extent  in 
providing  similar  facilities  for  "commerce  among  the 
states,’  and  that  the  principle  has  been  most  emphat- 
ically acknowledged  to  embrace  the  Western  Lakes 
and  Rivers,  by  appropriations  for  numerous  light 
houses  upon  them,  which  appropriations  have  never 
been  questioned  in  congress  as  wanting  constitutional 
authority. 

Fifth.  That  thus  by  a series  of  acts  which  have 
received  the  sanction  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  of  every  department  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, under  all  administrations,  the  comiuon  under- 
standing of  the  intent  and  objects  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  in  granting  to  congress  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  has  been  manifested  and  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  people,  and  this  understanding 
has  become  as  much  a part  of  that  instrument  as  any 
one  of  Us  most  explicit  provisions. 

Sixth.  That  the  power  to  “regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  tbe  slates  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  is  on  its  face  so  palpably  applicable  in 
its  whole  extent  to  each  of  the  subjects  enumerated 
equally  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  to  render  any 
attempts  to  make  it  more  explicit,  idle  and  futile, 
and  that  those  who  admit  tho  rightful  application  of 
the  power  to  foreign  commerce_by  facilitating  and 
protecting  its  operations  by  improving  harbors  and 
clearing  out  navigable  rivers,  cannot  consistenlly 
deny  that  it  equally  authorizes  similar  facilities  to 
•commerce  among  the  states.’  ” 

Seventh.  “That  “foreign  commerce”  is  dependent 
upon  internal  trade  for  the  distribution  of  its  freights, 
and  for  the  means  of  paying  for  them,  so  that  what- 
ever improves  the  one  advances  the  other,  and  they 


are  so  inseparable  that  they  should  be  regarded  as 
one.  That  an  export  from  the  American  shore  to  a 
British  port  in  Canada  is  as  much  foreign  commerce 
as  if  it  had  been  directly  to  Liverpool,  and  that  an 
exportation  to  Liverpool  neither  gains  nor  loses  any 
of  the  characters  as  foreign  commerce  by  the  direct- 
ness or  circuity  of  the  route,  whether  it  passes 
through  a custom  house  on  the  British  side  ef  the 
St.  Lawrence,  or  descends  through  that  river  and  its 
eonnecting  canals  to  the  ocean,  or  whether  it  passes 
along  the  artificial  communications  and  natural 
streams  ef  any  of  the  states  to  the  Atlantic. 

Eighth.  That  the  general  government,  by  exten- 
ding its  jurisdiction  over  lakes  and  navigable  rivers, 
subjecting  them  to  the  same  laws  which  prevail  on 
the  ocean,  and  on  its  bays  and  ports,  not  only  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  but  to  give  security  to  life  and 
property,  by  the  regulation  of  steamboats,  has  pre- 
cluded itself  from  denying  that  jurisdiction  for  any 
other  legitimate  regulation  of  commerce.  If  it  has 
power  to  control  and  restrain,  it  must  have  the  same 
power  to  protect,  assist  and  facilitate;  and  if  it 
denies  the  jurisdiction  in  the  one  mode  of  action,  it 
should  renounce  it  in  the  other. 

Jfinth.  That  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers of  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  arising  from  the 
want  of  harbors  to  shelter,  and  of  the  western  rivers 
irom  snags  and  other  obstructions,  tnere  are  no  parts 
of  the  United  States  more  emphatically  demanding 
the  prompt  and  continued  care  of  the  government  to 
dimmish  those  dangers,  and  to  protect  the  properly 
and  life  exposed  to  them;  and  that  any  one  who  can 
regard  provisions  for  those  purposes  as  sectional, 
local,  and  not  national,  must  be  wanting  in  informa- 
tion of  the  extent  of  the  commerce  carried  on  upon 
those  lakes  and  rivers,  and  of  the  amount  of  teeming 
population  occupied  or  interested  in  that  navigation. 

Tenth.  That  having  regard  to  the  relative  popula- 
tion or  to  the  extent  of  commerce,  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  interior  rivers  and  lakes  and 
the  streams  connecting  them  with  the  ocean,  have 
not  been  in  a just  and  fair  proportion  to  those  made 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Atlantic  coast;  and  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  this  injustice  should  be  cor- 
rected in  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be  done  by 
the  united,  determined  and  persevering  efforts  of 
those  whose  rights  have  been  overlooked. 

Eleventh.  That  independent  of  this  right  to  protec- 
tion of  “commerce  among  the  states,”  the  right  of 
“common  defence”  gnaranteed  by  the  constitution, 
entitles  those  citizens  inhabiting  the  country  border- 
ing upon  the  interior  lakes  and  rivers,  to  suc!ii  safe 
and  convenient  harbors  as  may  aSord  shelter  to  a 
navy,  whenever  it  shall  be  rendered  necessary  by 
hostilities,  with  our  neighbors,  and  that  the  construc- 
tion of  such  harbors  cannot  safely  be  delayed  to  the 
time  which  will  demand  its  immediate  use. 

Twelfth.  That  the  argument  most  commonly  urged 
against  appropriations  to  protect  “commerce  among 
the  states,”  and  to  defend  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontiers,  that  they  invite  sectional  combinations,  to 
insure  success  to  many  unworthy  objects,  is  founded 
on  a practical  distrust  of  the  republican  principles  of 
our  government,  and  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  to 
select  competent  and  honest  representatives.  That 
it  may  be  urged  with  equal  force  against  legislation 
upon  any  other  subject,  involving  various  and  ex- 
tensive interests.  That  a just  appreciation  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  all  our  fellow  citizens,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union,  disclaiming  selfish  and  local 
purposes,  will  lead  intelligent  representatives  to  such 
a distribution  of  the  means  in  the  treasury,  upon  a 
system  of  moderation  and  ultimate  equality,  as  will 
in  time  meet  the  most  urgent  wants  of  all,  and  pre- 
vent those  jealousies  and  suspicions  which  threaten 
the  most  serious  danger  to  our  confederacy. 

Thirteenth.  That  we  are  utterly  incapable  of  per- 
ceiving the  difference  between  a harbor  for  shelter 
and  a harbor  for  commerce,  and  suppose  that  a mole 
or  pier  which  will  afford  safe  anchorage  and  protec- 
tion to  a vessel  against  a storm,  must  necessarily 
improve  such  harbor,  and  adapt  it  to  commercial 
purposes. 

Fourteenth.  That  the  revenues  derived  from  imposts 
on  foreign  goods  belong  to  the  whole  people,  and  the 
public  lands  being  the  common  heritage  of  all  our 
I citizens,  so  long  as  these  resources  continue,  llie 
imposition  of  any  special  Durden  on  any  portion 
of  the  people,  to  obtain  the  means  of  accomplishing 
objects  equally  within  the  duly  and  the  competency 
of  the  general  governmenl,  would  be  unjust  and 
oppressive. 

Fifteenth.  That  we  disavow  all  and  every  attempt 
to  connect  the  cause  of  internal  trade  and  “cum- 
inerce  among  the  stales,”  wiln  the  fortnues  of  any 
political  parly ; but  that  we  mean  to  place  that  cause 
upon  suen  immutable  principles  of  truth,  justice  and 
constitutioiiai  duty,  as  shall  command  the  respect  of 
all  parties,  and  the  deference  of  all  candidates  for 
public  favor. 


Among  the  distinguished  men  who  had  arrived,  the 
Democrat  mentions  Governor  Doty,  of  Wiscensin; 
Senator  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan;  Littleton  Kirk- 
patrick, ex-M.  C.  of  N.  J.;  Governors  Bebb  and 
Corwin,  of  Ohio;  John  C.  Spencer  of  N.  York;  ex- 
Governor  Tallmadge  of  Wisconsin;  Senator  Miller, 
of  N.  J.;  W.  A.  Moseley  and  ex-Governor  Seward, 
(this  must  be  a mistake.  Gov.  S.  would  probably 
arrive  on  Tuesday.)  Also  the  following  public  men: 

Congrtssmers  Elect.  Robert  Smith,  Hi.;  Thomas 
J.  Turner,  III.;  J.  A.  Rockwell,  Conn.;  T.  Butler 
King,  Ga.;  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Pa.;  Andrew  Stew- 
art, Pa.;  N.  K.  Hall;  N.  Y.;  and  R.  C.  Scbenck, 
Ohio. 

Locofoco  Editors. — Messrs.  Treat,  St.  Louis  Union; 
Sloan,  Erie  Observer;  Gray,  Cleveland  Plaindealer; 
Brown,  Madison  (Wis.)  Democrat;  Brayman,  Buf- 
falo Courier;  Bulla,  Rochester  Advertiser;  Agao, 
Onondaga  Standard;  Lawrence,  Perry  co.  Democrat. 
Croswell,  Albany  Argus;  Turner,  Lockport  Demo- 
crat, Bennett,  Lagrange  co.  (la  ) Democrat. 

Whig  Editors — Col.  Chambers,  St.  Louis  Repub- 
lican; Messrs.  Wilson  and  King,  Milwaukee  Senti- 
nel; Buckingham,  Boston  Courier;  Harris,  Cleve- 
land Herald,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Courier  & Enquirer; — 
.Mann,  Rochester  American;  Greeley,  N.  Y.  Tri- 

sei-rY^igSt,  Cincinnati  Gazette;  Seward,  Utica 
Gazette;  Brooks,  New  York  Express;  Mr.  Keemle, 
of  the  St.  Louii  Reveille,  Neutral. 

An  Editorial  meeting,  without  distinction  oi  party 
was  to  have  been  held  at  the  Sherman  House,  on 
Monday  evening. 

PRESIDENT  lA  L-1  8 4 8. 


A.NOTHER  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  TATLOR. 

The  following  letter,  the  Troy  New  York  Past 
stales,  was  addressed  to  a gentleman  of  Lansingburg, 
“and  bespeaks  an  intimacy  between  them,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  frankness  and  freedom  of  expression 
which  characterize  the  latter.”  ’ 

Headquarters,  Jinny  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  JHonterey,  May  29,  1847. 
Dear  sir:  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  i acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  most  interesting  letter  of 
the  1st  instant,  and  to  which  1 desire  to  reply  in 
terms  more  expressive  of  ray  thanks  to  you  for  your 
kind  consideration  for  myself,  and  yet  more  so  of  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  upright  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments which  are  the  principal  tenor  of  your  letter- 
but  1 am  burlhened  with  official  duties,  and  at  this 
moment,  with  many  letters  from  distant  sources 
which  require  attention,  and  will  necessarily  oblige 
me  to  reply  to  you  in  a few  lines:  “ 

The  presidential  office  presents  no  inducements  to 
me  to  seek  its  honors  or  responsibilities;  the  tranqui- 
lity of  private  life,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  great  ob- 
ject of  my  aspirations  on  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
—but  1 am  not  insensible  to  the  persuasions  that  my 
services  are  yet  due  to  the  country,  as  the  countrv 
shall  sea  fit  to  command  them;  if  still  as  a soldier  I 
am  satisfied;  if  in  higher  and  more  responsible  du- 
ties, I desire  not  to  oppose  the  manifest  wish  of  the 
people— 6m(  I will  not  be  the  candidate  of  any  parly  or 
party  clique;  and  should  the  nation  at  large  seek  to 
place  me  in  the  chair  of  chief  magistracy,  the  good 
of  all  parties  and  national  good  would  be  my  great 
and  absorbing  aim.  ^ “ 

Sentiments  sueh  as  these,  have  been  the  burthea 
of  my  replies  to  all  v,ho  have  addressed  me  on  this 
subject,  expressing  the  assurance  that  by  the  sponta- 
neous ami  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  alone,  and  from 
no  agency  of  my  own,  can  I be  withdrawn  from  the 
cherished  hopes  of  private  retirement  and  tranquili- 
ty when  peace  shall  return.  ’ 

Please  accept,  with  this,  my  brief  reply,  the  warm 
appreciation  and  high  consideration  ol 
Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Z.  TAYLOR,  Major  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

From  the  Washington  Union,  July  10. 

More  lhan  half  the  term  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration has  expired,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  “moral  lesson”  is  complete.  'I'he  experi- 
ence of  twenty-eight  months  has  confirmed  our  de- 
claration of  March,  J845.  The  president  has  been 
true  to  his  pledges,  and  true  to  his  principles.  His 
administration  has  been  eminently  successful.  We 

claim  indeed,  no  immunity  from  error  on  its  part 

Strange  it  would  have  been,  if,  having  so  much  to 
accomplish,  and  haring  accomplished  so  much,  it 
should  have  been  entirely  exempt  from  mistakes; 
but  we  claim  for  it  the  merit  of  having  boldly 
and  successfully  carried  out  the  great  principles  of 
the  democraliu  parly — of  observing  a strict  con- 
struction of  ihe  constitution — oi  restoring  the  Jaws 
of  free  tradi — of  purifying  the  currency  wilhout  ihe 
dangers  of  a national  bank— with  other  reforms  of 
vital  impo.'-tance.  The  country  prospers  at  tioine’ 
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and  it  never  was  more  respected  abroad.  Prosperi- 
ty fills  our  lap,  and  our  foreign  relations  are  covered 
with  glory.  The  moral  lesson  is,  then,  complete, 
and  the  success  of  the  administration  confirms  the 
manner  of  Hs  selection.  A national  convention  of 
the  delegates  of  the  republican  party  seems  the  best 
mode,  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion, to  unite  the  party,  to  give  effect  to  an  election 
by  the  electors  of  the  people  of  the  states,  and  to 
save  the  election  of  the  chief  magistrate  from  the 
dangerous  intrigues  and  unequal  votes  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

We  agree  with  the  “Boston  Post,”  therefore  in 
the  paramount  necessity  of  holding  a national  con- 
vention in  due  season.  We  deprecate  a too  early 
and  impatient  nomination  of  any  aspirant  by  his 
friends,  by  political  associations,  or  by  the  newspa- 
pers. Such  eager  aspirations  are  calculated  to  in- 
jure the  party,  as  well  as  the  individual  himself.  It 
is  the  inevitable  effect  of  such  struggles  to  produce 
competition  and  opposition  on  the  part  of  rival  can- 
didates. But,  as  it  was  in  1844,  so  it  is  likely  to 
prove  in  1848 — no  one  can  probably  succeed  with- 
out carrying  the  whole  vote  of  the  party.  The  very 
imminence  of  the  danger  which  they  bad  to  encoun- 

t«r  ip  18411.  uiaa  then,  the  secret  of  our  safety.  The 
wnole  determined  to  support  the  nominccj  imu  mo 

very  circumstance  that  that  nominee,  had  not  been 
previously  in  Ihe  field,  and  had  consequently  made 
enemies,  enabled  the  entire  party  to  throw  their 
whole  force  in  his  favor.  We  have  also  learned  a 
cheering  lesson  in  this  respect — that,  however  much 
we  may  be  in  danger  of  defeat  in  1848,  the  same 
wisdom  and  moderation  will  insure  the  same  union 
and  success. 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  a national  convention 
will  be  again  held  to  effect  a nomination.  We  have 
no  respect  for  the  counsels  of  those  who  advise  us 
to  avoid  that  measure,  upon  the  plea  that  one  sec- 
tion of  our  party  may  take  advantage  of  another. — 
We  will,  at  least,  not  act  as  if  we  presupposed  the 
party  were  already  divided.  We  must,  at  least,  try 
the  experiment  of  meeting  like  brethren  of  the  same 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  views,  and  of 
CO  operating  liberally  together.  For  this  purpose 
we  must  meet  together  in  a spirit  of  conciliation, 
and  in  a spirit  of  compromise.  It  was  this  spirit 
which  presided  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution; 
and  it  is  this  spirit  which  has,  in  some  important 
cases,  contributed  to  the  w ise  administration  of  the 
government.  Let  us,  then,  determine  to  assemble 
together — taking  care  to  select  no  man  as  our  can- 
didate whose  democratic  principles  we  do  not  un- 
derstand and  approve.  Thus  only  can  we  perpetuate 
the  benefits  wLcb  the  principles  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration have  show'ered  upon  the  country. 

From  the  Boston  Post. 

THE  UNION  OF  THE  DEMOCRACY  IN  THE  PRESIDEN- 
TIAL ELECTION A NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

We  have  already  repeatedly  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject of  a national  convention,  but  we  deem  it  the 
duty  of  the  democratic  press  to  lose  no  opportunity 
to  urge  its  importance  upon  the  people. 

Now,  in  the  calm  of  candidates,  is  the  proper  time 
to  discuss  the  question,  not  who  shall  be  the  demo- 
cratic candidate,  but  how  shall  he  be  elected. 

This  is  the  test  of  success  or  danger  of  defeat. — 
Three  propositions  may  be  laid  down  as  certain. 

First.  That  the  democratic  party  can  eleet  what- 
ever candidate  they  unite  upon. 

Second.  That  they  can  best  unite  on  a candidate  by 
the  medium  of  a national  convention. 

Third.  That  a national  convention  will  secure 
union  in  the  nomination,  and  union  will  insure  suc- 
cess. 

If  these  points  can  be  impressed  upon  the  minds 
of  the  democratic  people,  so  that  they  will  bring  the 
prominent  politicians  into  the  right  position,  (as  they 
always  can  do  if  they  are  resolute  and  active  in 
watching  the  preliminary  organization,)  the  selec- 
tion of  a good  candidate  by  a convention,  and  his 
election  by  the  people,  are  future  events  that  only 
wait  for  time  to  make  them  facts. 

Everything,  then,  depends  upon  holding  a democra- 
tic national  convention.  Let  it  be  when  and  where 
the  general  sense  shall  indicate.  New  Hampshire 
at  the  north,  Virginia  at  the  south,  Illinois  at  the 
west,  or  all  or  any  other  of  the  democratic  states, 
can  speak  and  suggest  in  such  form  as  shall  seem  best, 
this  congregating  of  the  democracy  through  their 
delegates,  to  settle  this  question,  which  is  to  settle 
the  political  tendencies  of  the  country  for  the  next 
presidential  term. 

So  intimately  are  convention  and  success  united, 
that  he  who  opposes  the  former  can  scarcely  wish 
for  the  latter;  or  he  must  wish  it  solely  as  a sectional, 
and  not  as  a national  success. 

Let  it  then  be  regarded  as  a settled  point  in  the 


creed  of  every  democrat,  that  the  only  way  in 
which  the  unity  and  power  of  the  democratic  party 
can  be  maintained  in  the  next  congress  [canvass]  is 
through  the  medium  of  a national  convention. 

We  have  only  to  look  at  the  past,  to  be  sure  of  the 
future.  By  the  action  of  a convention  in  1844,  the 
cause  and  the  candidates  of  the  democracy  were 
triumphant  at  the  last  trial.  And  yet  never  was 
there  so  much  conflict  as  to  candidates,  and  so  many 
tendencies  to  sectional  divisions,  nor  so  strong  and 
tenacious  an  organization  for  a particular  candidate, 
which  it  became  necessary  to  set  aside  for  the  gene- 
ral good.  The  democracy  now  are  more  open  to 
conviction,  less  preoccupied  with  personal  predilec- 
tions, and  therefore  much  better  disposed  to  union 
on  a candidate  than  they  were  in  1844.  The  patri- 
otism displayed  in  that  convention — the  calm  of  en- 
tire union  succeeding  an  apparent  storm  of  division 
that  threatened  wreck  and  ruin  to  the  whole  cause — 
are  sufficient  guaranties  of  what  the  democracy  can 
and  will  do  when  called  upon  to  yield  up  a personal 
preference  in  order  to  secure  the  success  of  the  party 
and  its  principles. 

“TA«  Spirit  of  the  Times,”  administration  jour- 
nal, says:  “It  is  our  firm  impression  that  the  furor 

wuicij'succecucu  uib  guuu  lut  lUllC  lliav  Oofol  <a«.n. 

Taylor  at  Buena  Vista,  would  have  expired  of  itself, 
long  ere  this,  had  his  opponents  permitted  it.  It  was 
very  natural  for  the  public  mind  to  feel  excited  by 
that  general  event  in  our  nation’s  history,  and  lode- 
sire  at  the  moment,  to  express  its  gratitude.  But  it 
is  just  as  natural  for  the  public  mind,  if  permitted  to 
have  its  own  way,  to  be  directed  immediately  after  to 
some  new  object,  and  for  some  feat  of  brilliant  valor 
to  transfer  all  its  enthusiasm  from  its  former  to  its 
new  favorite.  Gen.  Scott’s  splendid  achievements 
would,  ere  this,  have  almost  sunk  Gen.  Taylor  into 
popular  oblivion,  but  for  the  art  of  his  partizans  of 
the  federal  press  in  defending,  and  the  innocence  of 
the  democratic  press  in  carelessly  assailing  him.” 

“However,  it  is  not  yet  too  late;  and  we  trust  that 
our  democratic  friends  will  remember  that  ‘the  wis 
dom  of  the  serpent’  is  quite  as  necessary  as  the  more 
amiable  qualities  of  the  dove,  in  the  practice  of  the 
art  of  guiding  the  popular  mind  bach,  in  all  its  aberra- 
tions,to  sound  principles.  Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate 
position  of  the  democratic  party,  let  us  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  untoward  result  of  premature  ac- 
tion. Let  us  patiently  bide  our  time,  and  step  out 
with  circumspection.  Let  us  not  hurry  events,  until 
we  shall  be  constrained  and  restricted  in  our  efforts 
by  manacles  and  bars  of  which  we  have  been,  our- 
selves, the  unwise  artificers.  Time  will  develop  for 
us,  the  belter  course;  and  we  may  securely  trust  our 
success  in  the  hands  of  a Providence  that  has,  more 
than  once,  signally  interposed  itself  for  our  delive- 
rance from  defeat  and  for  the  triumph  of  democra- 
tic principles.” 

“The  New  York  Rough  and  Ready  Club.” — 
The  American  Gazette  and  New  York  Mirror,  a 
warm  Taylor  journal,  says: 

The  friends  of  General  Taylor  in  this  city,  who 
desire  to  see  him  president  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  sole  ground  of  his  personal  merits,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished services  he  has  rendered  to  the  country, 
and  as  the  head  of  any  political  parly,  have  formed 
themselves  into  a club  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a central  corresponding  committee,  who  can  act 
in  concert  with  his  friends  in  this  state,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

It  is  nearly  three  months  since  they  first  organiz- 
ed, and  they  have  been  actively,  but  quietly,  engag- 
ed in  completing  arrangements  for  a thorough  or- 
ganization of  their  friends  throughout  the  state. — 
the  following  is  the  preamble  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Rough  and  Ready  Club,  which  we  have  been  al- 
lowed to  copy: 

“Whereas,  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when 
the  American  people  will  again  be  called  upon  to 
designate  a candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of 
the  United  States;  and,  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned,  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  the  “rough 
and  ready”  hero  of  our  country,  and  the  wise  and 
skilful  commander,  has  exhibited  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart,  that  eminently  fit  him  for  that  high  and 
responsible  station: — Therefore,  availing  ourselves  of 
the  right  of  American  freemen  to  proclaim  and  sup- 
port the  man  of  their  choice,  we  agree  arid  resolve 
to  form  a political  association,  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  using  all  fair  and  and  honorable  means  in  our 
power,  to  secure  the  election  of  Gen.  Taylor  to  the 
presidency;  and,  for  the  belter  government  of  the 
association,  we  adopt  the  following  constitution  and 
by-laws,  &c.,  &c. 

Gen.  Washington,  when  his  name  was  suggested 
as  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  wrote  to  a friend  in 
reply; 


“Should  it  become  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to 
occupy  the  station  in  which  your  letter  pre-supposes 
me,  I have  determined  to  go  into  it  perfectly  free 
from  ail  engagements,  of  every  nature  whatso- 
ever. A conduct  in  conformity  to  this  resolution, 
would  enable  me,  in  balancing  the  various  preten- 
sions of  different  candidates  for  appointments,  to 
act  with  a sole  reference  to  justice  and  the  public 
good.” 

For  the  benefit  of  idle  fellows  who  wish  to  amuse 
themselves  by  writing  letters  from  General  Taylor, 
we  publish  the  following  genuine  letter,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  get  up  rather  better  imitations  than 
very  many  that  have  been  circulating  through  the 
newspapers. 

Headquarters,  o3rmy  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  Mexico,, 
April  2Sth,  1847. 

Sir:  Your  letter  under  date  of  the  16lh  of  March 
has  been  duly  received.  To  the  inquiry  as  to  whe- 
ther I am  disposed  to  accept  the  nomination  of  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  if  tendered  to  ma 
from  the  National  Native  American  convention,  I 
would  most  respectfully  reply,  and  with  full  appre- 
ciation of  the  kind  feeling  which  dictated  the  men- 
tu.^  ennnection  with  the  digult^  and 

honor  of  so  high  an  office,  that,  even  if  an  aspirant 
for  the  presidential  office,  (which  is  not  the  case,)  I 
could  not,  while  the  country  is  i:.volved  in  war,  and 
while  my  duty  calls  me  to  take  part  in  the  opera- 
tions against  the  enemy,  acknowledge  any  ambition 
beyond  that  of  bestowing  all  my  best  exertions  to- 
wards obtaining  an  adjustment  of  our  difficulties 
with  Mexico. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most 
ob’t  serv’t  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  Army. 


[JVew  York  Mirror. 

Taylor  Meeting. — At  a meeting  held  in  Chester, 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  July  5th,  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas  the  conduct,  skill,  and  judgment,  exhi- 
bited by  Major  General  Zachary  Taylor  in  com- 
manding the  army  of  occupation  in  Mexico — his 
plain,  unassuming  manners — the  brief,  comprehen- 
sive energy  of  his  despatches  and  orders — and  the 
plain  simplicity  of  his  style,  give  evidence  of  a mind 
of  no  common  order,  and  having  expressed  himself 
void  of  sectional  feeling,  but  for  the  whole  country, 
and  a strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  we  re- 
cognise the  cardinal  principles  of  democracy  as  es- 
tablished by  our  forefathers,  deeply  implanted  in 
his  bosom;  and  believing  as  we  do,  that  hs  posses- 
ses honesty  of  purpose,  patriotism,  integrity  and 
statesmanlike  qualities,  which  eminently  fit  him  to 
fill  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  a free  people; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  Major 
General  Zachary  Taylor,  and  will  support  him  as 
our  candidate  for  president  in  1848,  in  preference  to 
any  and  all  other  candidates  that  may  be  nominated 
for  that  high  and  responsible  office. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  a national  convention  for 
selecting  a candidate  for  president  in  1848  unneces- 
sary, as  General  Zachary  Taylor  is  already  nomi- 
nated in  the  mind  of  a large  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  union  for  that  exalted  station. 


From  the  JYew  Orleans  Bee. 

New  Tactics. — The  locofoco  party,  mindful  of 
their  repeated  failures  to  injure  General  Taylor, 
either  by  sly  insinuation  or  open  disparagement,  aie 
now  bitterly  regretting  their  conduct,  and  several  of 
their  organs  have  recently  advised  a totally  diffe- 
rent policy.  For  instance,  the  Philadelphia  Spirit 
of  the  Times— a very  astute  and  ingenious  print — 
frankly  acknowledges  that  the  efforts  of  its  political 
friends  to  assail  General  Taylor  have  only  brought 
the  old  hero  more  prominently  before  the  peo- 
ple. It  argues,  therefore,  that  silence  would  have 
kept  him  in  the  back  ground,  and  that  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  for  locofocoism  to  retrace  its  steps,  and, 
peradventure,  induce  the  country  to  forget  its  obli- 
gations to  the  warrior  of  Buena  Vista. 

The  gist  of  this  ratiocination  is,  that  the  people 
are  a capricious,  unsteady,  and  childish  multitude, 
“as  easily  led  by  the  nose  as  asses  are,”  and  that 
ergo,  the  democratic  press  has  only  to  pretermit  all 
mention  of  old  Rough  and  Ready,  suffer  his  name 
and  fame  quietly  to  slumber,  and  the  coiiulry  will 
soon  forget  his  existence  and  direct  its  attention  and 
admiration  to  some  new  luminary.  This  doctrine 
is  perfectly  characteristic  of  modern  democracy. — 
Its  creed  is  a brawling  profession  of  love,  but  a 
strong  and  secret  contempt  for  the  people,  and, 
though  gentralljr  speaking,  il  siioceeds  after  a some; 
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what  clumsy  fashion,  in  impressing  superficial  minds 
\trith  the  belief  that  its  noisy  raporings  are  its  real 
principles,  yet,  as  in  the  present  illustration,  the 
mask  is  sometimes  thrown  aside,  or  worn  so  loosely, 
as  DO  longer  to  conceal  what  lies  beneath.  In  ac- 
cordance with  this  theory  of  contempt  for  the  people, 
the  locofoco  press  fondly  cherishes  the  belief,  that 
that  it  can  divert  the  enthusiasm  of  the  masses  from 
General  Taylor,  to  some  one  else.  How  entirely  it 
mistakes  the  mind  and  the  heart — the  intelligence 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  country — it  will  probably 
never  learn  until  taught  by  the  ballot  box. 

Locofocoism  has  been  accustomed  to  make  and 
unmake  political  idols,  not  worshipped,  to  be  sure, 
by  the  million,  but  placed  upon  the  altar  of  demo- 
cracy to  be  adored  by  the  devout  and  credulous  vo- 
taries of  that  faith.  Because  a Van  Buren  and  a 
Polk  were  fabricated  out  of  most  unpromising  ma- 
terials, and  converted  for  the  nonce  into  heroes  and 
eKalted  beyond  the  rest  of  the  nation,  it  does  not 
thence  follow  that  the  converse  of  the  proposition 
bolds  good,  and  that  locofocoism  can  strip  merit  of 
its  plumage  and  hurl  genius  and  patriotism  down  in 
the  mire  of  party  ribaldry.  Though  it  may  raise  a 
mortal  to  the  skies,  it  cannot  draw  an  angel  down. 
The  course  pursued  by  the  party  ever  since  the  no- 
mination pf  General  Taj-  Inr.  o nntoKlo  otto«vo.plI& 
cation  of  impotent  spite.  First,  dreading  the  power 
and  popularity  of  his  name,  most  of  the  locofoco 
presses  endeavored  to  dissuade  the  whigs  from  his 
support,  by  denying  the  orthodoxy  of  his  political 
principles.  When  proof  upon  proof  of  his  whigge- 
ry  was  accunjuiated,  the  dominant  party  began  to 
assail  him,  decrying  bis  qualities  and  disparaging 
the  part  he  took  in  the  immortal  triumphs  achieved 
by  him  on  the  battle  held.  The  popular  sagacity,  al- 
most instinctive  in  its  keenness,  was  not,  however,  to 
be  baffled;  and  the  attempt  to  divest  Gen.  Taylor  of 
bis  claims  to  the  character  of  a hero  was  a misera- 
ble abortion.  Now,  a final  stratagem  is  proposed, 
viz:  to  let  him  alone — to  try  to  extinguish  the  fire 
of  enthusiasm  by  neglect — to  let  it  die  a natural 
death.  This  is  the  weakest  of  all  the  schemes  yet 
tried,  for  it  is  based  upon  the  judgment  and  under 
standing  of  the  people.  It  will  prove  an  utter  fail- 
ure and  cover  its  authors  with  scorn  and  contumely. 

The  Cincinnati  “Signal”  replies  with  great  indig- 
nation to  the  attacks  of  the  “National  Whig”  on  the 
authenticity  of  Gen.  Taylor’s  letter.  It  ascribes  the 
course  of  the  “Whig,’’  and  some  other  papers,  to 
unworthy  motives,  and  says: 

“But  the  great  reason  for  the  denunciation  tf  Gen. 
Taylor”  by  the  National  Whig,  is,  that  he  should 
in  any  way  appear  to  sanction  the  extension  of  the 
ordinance  of  ’87  over  new  territory,  and  the  principle 
that  free  territory  should  be  allowed  to  remain  free. 
•Is  it  presumable,’  it  asks,  ‘that  General  Taylor,  a 
southern  man  with  southern  feelings,  would  so  de- 
clare himself?  &c.'  The  Whig,  an  ultra  pro-slavery 
rint,  cannot  conceive  that  General  Taylor  can  take 
igher  than  sectional  ground  on  this  vital  matter, 
and  characterizes  any  person  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  into  free  territory  as  an  abolUionisl — 
a somewhat  dangerous  stretch  of  the  meaning  of 
the  term.  We  think  such  ultraism  as  this  may  de- 
feat its  own  ends.  Such  papers  as  the  Charleston 
Mercury  and  the  National  Whig  will  lean  to  this 
extreme  course,  and  will  value  the  soldier  of  Buena 
Vista  only  as  he  may  subserve  their  ends.  But  they 
will  find  that  even  around  them  and  about  them,  the 
people  will  sustain  a man  who  holds  himself  free, 
both  .''com  mere  partisan  organization  and  mere  sec- 
tional prejudice.” 

The  Cincinnati  “Inquirer”  (democrat)  treats  the 
subject  as  follows: 

“With  the  democratic  press  it  has  been  generally 
received  as  an  annunciation,  on  the  part  of  its  au- 
thor, of  the  fact  that  he  will  accept  of  the  presidencv, 
provided  he  can  acquire  it  independent  of  all  party  or- 
ganization— and  that  in  this  he  utterly  repudiates  the 
movement  that  has  been  made  by  the  whig  party  to 
use  him,  his  name,  and  services,  to  promote  political 
ends.  The  high  respect  which  the  whole  democra- 
tic press  entertains,  and  has  steadily  manifested,  not 
only  for  Gen.  Taylor,  but  all  the  brave  officers  and 
men  who  are  fighting  the  battles  of  the  country 
abroad,  has  been  shown  upon  this  occasion  in  the 
courteous  manner  in  which  this  document  has  been 
received  and  treated. 

“The  whig  leaders  and  presses,  however,  appear 
to  be  perfectly  astounded.  They  have  been  glorify- 
ing General  Taylor,  whilst  denouncing  the  cause  he 
is  engaged  in— lauding  his  services,  whilst  deploring 
their  fruits — and  putting  him  forward  as  an  availablt 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  without  knowing  aught 
of  his  political  principles  or  position.  They  have 
claimed  that  he  was  a whig,  in  order  that  they  might 
enjoy  a perfect  monopoly  of  him— when  lo!  here 
comes  a missive  from  the  old  hero  himself,  announc- 


ing that  he  will  have  no  connection  with  any  parly; 
and,  if  he  'decidedly  approves’  a portion,  at  least,  of 
the  article  to  which  he  responds — least  of  all  with 
whiggery.” 

From  the  Hickman  (Ky.)  Standard,  Jnly  8 — (a  dein. 
paper,  J 

Gen.  Taylor  Declines. — A paragraph — which 
we  copy  from  the  New  Orleans  Delta — contains  the 
fixed  and  unalterable  determination  of  Gen.  Taylor 
not  to  permit  his  name  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  strength  to  a party  which  has  foolishly 
thrown  away  all  hopes  of  success  in  the  approach- 
ing canvass,  by  direct  opposition  to  the  war.  The 
old  general  emphatically  declares  that  he  will  not 
take  upon  himself  the  cares  of  office,  trammelled  by 
party  obligations;  and  unless  he  should  “surrender” 
this  position,  the  claims,  real  or  imaginary,  hereto- 
fore asserted  in  behalf  of  the  hero  of  Buena  Vista, 
may  be  considered  as  fully  put  at  rest. 

Moderate  measures  may  find  favor  with  a majori- 
ty of  the  American  people;  but  there  are  many 
questions  upon  which  there  can  be  no  middle  ground; 
and  upon  these,  at  least,  the  candidate  will  be  re- 

xfu'itoU  w asauuic  <i  pu3iiiuii  wiiti  utit;  party  ur  me 

other.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  in  answer  to  the 
question,  “are  you  for  a bank  of  the  United  Slates?” 
General  Taylor  should  respond,  “I  occupy  no  parti- 
san ground;”  would  the  answer  be  satisfactory  to 
those  who  remember  that,  should  he  be  elected,  he 
must  either  sign  or  veto  such  a bill,  when  presented 
for  his  consideration?  So  in  reference  to  the  great 
question  of  internal  improvement  within  the  limits 
of  the  states,  the  doctrine  of  protection,  and  various 
others  that  at  once  present  themselves  lo  the  mind 
of  the  reader.  A president  must,  from  necessity, 
be,  in  some  sense,  a partisan,  if  to  advocate  and  ap- 
prove a system  of  policy  opposed  by  a portion  of  the 
American  people  will  amount  to  partizanship.  Such 
have  been  all  who  have  presided  over  the  destinies 
of  this  nation;  and  we  trust  the  time  will  never 
come  when  the  chair  of  Washington  will  be  filled 
by  one  who  has  not  sufficient  mind  to  shape  out,  and 
independent  enough  to  avow  the  particular  system 
which,  in  his  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  country 
require. 

We  have,  however,  digressed.  If  such  journals 
as  the  Boston  Atlas,  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  the 
Philadelphia  J^orth  American,  and  the  Ohio  State 
Journal  do  not  take  back  their  solemn  pledges.  Ge- 
neral Taylor  will  have  no  regularly  organized  ticket 
before  the  voters  of  New  England,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio.  The  people  of  those  states, 
so  far  as  they  have  taken  the  initiative  in  the  Taylor 
movement,  have  been  governed  by  the  impression 
that  at  a proper  time  the  general  would  avow  him- 
self a whig — the  xchig  candidate — and  take  office  upon 
the  nomination  of  a national  whig  convention. — 
These  impressions  will  now  be  removed,  and  the 
parly  may  again  with  great  truth,  and  much  more 
sincerity,  declare,  “we  know  no  other  name  than 
Clay’s — no  other  locality  than  Ashland.” 

But,  if  Taylor  should  be  dropped  by  all  partisons, 
where  are  the  votes  to  be  found  that  will  make  him 
president?  Can  the  reader,  in  the  whole  circle  of 
his  acquaintance,  find  a roan  who  is  neither  a whig 
nor  a democrat?  We  confess  that  we  ourselves  know 
no  such  individual.  If  General  Taylor  has  no  opin- 
ions in  reference  to  national  policy,  he  is  perfectly 
suigeneris,  alone,  more  destitute  of  sympathisers  than 
* * * in  his  darkest  hours.  A “corporal’s  guard” 
cannot  be  found  to  rally  around  him,  for  even  the 
women  and  the  boys  of  the  United  States  are  all  em- 
bryo politicians. 

The  idea  of  electing  a ruler  by  “spontaneous  com- 
bustion”— of  breaking  up  parlies  and  amalgamating 
them  into  a harmonious  whole — sounds  prettily  upon 
the  ear;  but  everybody  knows  that  the  thing  is  im- 
practicable. It  cannot  be  done.  We  have  already 
seen  that,  whatever  may  be  true  of  the  candidate, 
the  moment  he  assumes  the  insignia  of  place,  his 
neutrality  must  be  laid  aside.  If  he  has  never  before 
formed  a system,  or  adopted  one  gotten  up  in  ad- 
vance of  his  own  pretensions,  his  duty  will  then  re- 
quire it  at  his  hands — unless,  indeed,  a neutral  con- 
gress should  also  be  elected;  a neutral  cabinet  form- 
ed; neutrality  be  diffused  among  the  whole  pecpie; 
the  business  of  thinking  dispensed  with;  the  piess 
condemed  to  perpetual  silence;  and  ultraism  in  reli- 
gion, politics,  temperance,  and  every  thing  else, 
banished  from  the  world.  When  the  golden  era 
shall  be  rolled  back,  and  perfection  be  not  only 
preached  but  practised,  it  is  probable  that  “no  par- 
ty” candidates  may  succeed;  but  until  then,  the 
democracy  o(  the  country  must  be  content  with 
Polk,  Butler,  and  others  of  their  own  faith,  and  give 
all  the  glories  of  moonshine  to  the  lovers  of  "good 
leeling.” 


A democratic  paper,  the  Tallahassee  Southern 
Journal,  friendly  we  believe  lo  Mr.  Calhoun,  closes 
an  editorial  article  thus: 

“As  General  Taylor  has  lived  remote  from  parly 
conflicts,  and  might,  therefore,  without  any  great 
stretch  of  presumption  be  supposed  to  hold  an  inde- 
pendent position,  we  ask  those  who  wish  to  run  him 
for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  two  parties,  would  it 
not  be  wiser  to  leave  in  silence  the  question  ot  his 
political  principles — basing  hopes  for  a good  admin- 
istration on  his  sound  sense  and  acknowledged  patri- 
otism? But  admitting  that  southern  democrats,  lov- 
ing the  south  and  the  Union  more  than  party,  would 
be  willing  at  the  present  national  crisis,  at  the  call 
of  their  whig  brethren  of  the  slave  states  to  respond 
in  favor  of  Taylor,  though  an  acknowledged  whig, 
is  that  spirit  quite  unexceptionable  which  would 
remind  them  that  they  were  supporting  one  who  is 
politically  opposed  to  them?  Does  it  not  seem  a 
little  like  passing  them  under  the  yoke — making 
subjects  of  them  rather  than  welcoming  them  as 
allies  to  do  common  battle  in  a common  cause?— 
However,  this  is  a matter  of  taste.  And  when 
the  time  for  action  comes,  we  are  persuaded  that 
no  subordinate  consideration  will  prevent  the  great 

body  ofsoutherndemocrats  from  pursuing  thatcoursa 
tiio  \jr  juswco  tma  iins  nitensais  ui  mar 

portion  of  the  country  under  which  they  live  may 
require.” 


“Gen.  Taylor  has  seen  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  presidency  go  into  the  office,”  says  the  Lynch- 
burg Virginian,  “considering  and  avowing  himself 
as  little  more  than  an  attorney  in  fact,  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  matters  ot  national  policy,  decreed  by 
the  same  body  which  picked  him  up,  as  a dernier 
resort,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of  the  party.— 
In  view  of  the  consequences  of  entering  upon  the 
presidency  thus  hampered,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  a high  minded  patriot  should  express  his  de- 
termination to  accept  the  presidency  on  no  such 
terms.  General  Taylor  wishes  to  go  into  office 
untrammelled  by  party  or  personal  pledges — free 
to  consult  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  and  to 
be  indeed,  the  president  of  the  whole  nation.  This, 
to  our  apprehension,  is  about  the  amount  of  this 
letter.” 

An  escape  from  the  system  of  president  mak- 
ing which  gave  us  the  present  incumbent  would 
be  regarded,  generally,  we  think,  as  a fortunate 
event. 

Unless  the  president  be  a man  of  capacity,  hones- 
ty, and  firmness,  the  country  is  governed  by  factions 
which  use  him  as  a mere  agency.  The  constitution 
unquestionably  contemplates  that  the  president  should 
be  an  integral  personality,  adequate,  himself,  to  per- 
form his  appropriate  functions  as  chief  magistrate; 
that  he  should  have  judgment,  intelligence,  ai.d  deci- 
sion; and  the  great  mass  of  the  people  always  desire 
to  have  such  a president. 

For  the  purposes  of  faction,  however,  the  more 
nearly  a president  approximates  to  a man  of  straw, 
the  better.  The  faction  desires  to  rule;  it  can  only 
do  so  with  a president  who  has  not  ability  or  energy 
lo  take  his  duties  and  responsibilities  into  his  own 
hands. 

Now  General  Taylor  will  be  every  inch  a presi- 
dent. There  is  no  mistaking  the  sturdy  simplicity 
of  his  character.  What  he  thinks  it  his  duly  to  do 
that  he  will  do — and  there  is  an  end.  His  obliga- 
tions will  be  lo  the  constitution,  his  aim  the  good  of 
the  people.  His  position,  unshackled  by  pledges, 
free  from  the  intrusions  of  personal  pretensions  and 
firm  in  the  public  confidence,  will  thus  the  more 
easily  enable  him  to  impress  the  honesty  and  vigor 
of  his  own  character  upon  his  administration. 

That  General  Taylor’s  accession  to  the  presiden- 
cy will  be  hailed  with  acclamations,  all  over  the 
country,  we  believe  as  truly  as  that  his  administra- 
tion will  justify  the  popular  admiration  and  regard 
which  precede  it.  “The  people,”  says  the  Louisville 
Courier,  “have  witnessed  long  enough  the  evils  of 
political  animosity.”  “They  wish  the  cause  remov- 
ed. They  desire  a higher  and  better  order  of  things. 
They  are  anxiously  looking  for  a return  of  the  hon- 
est simpliciiy  and  patriotism  of  the  earlier  days  of 
the  republic.  They  believe  General  Taylor  the 
only  man  living,  the  power  of  whose  name  will  be 
able  to  bring  about  the  desirable  reformation.  They 
see  in  him  the  elements  of  a great,  and  a good  man, 
whose  wisdom  and  firmness  are  attested  by  noble 
deeds.  And  the  high  position  he  now  occupies,  con- 
nected with  no  parly,  pledged  to  no  faction,  but  rea- 
dy to  serve  his  country  when  his  country  shall  call 
him,  will  place  him,  if  possible,  yet  higher  in  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  and  add  still  new  lustre  to  his 
already  brilliant  fame.” 

[Balt  American  of  July  16th, 
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Odr  Mo«Er  Market. — About  $175,000  in  specie  ar- 
rived in  the  Britannia.  At  New  York  good  four  months 
paper  is  done  at  5 per  cent.  The  banks  are  flush  and 
money  abundant  for  business  purposes. 

There  has  been  coined  at  the  United  States  mints 
from  1st  of  January  to  1st  of  July  $8,206,213,  which 
exceeds  any  previous  rate  of  coining  in  the  country. 

Breadsttjffs — Flour  at  New  York  on  the  22d,  fresh 
ground,  $5  a 5 26.  New  wheat  $1  12  best  Genesee  1 20. 
Yellow  corn  50  a 62  cts. 

Deaths— During  the  last  week  at  New  York,  432— 
at  Philadelphia  232— at  Baltimore  115. 

At  New  Orleans  five  cases  and  two  deaths  of  yellow 
fever  were  reported  at  Charity  Hospital  on  the  14th  in- 
stant. The  city  continues  very  healthy  for  this  period 
of  the  year. 

Epidemic  at  Montreal— Oa  the  16th  the  number  of 
sick  in  the  sheds  was  1,472;  of  deaths  23. 

Dr.  McGale  died  of  the  fever  at  Montreal,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Chadderton  at  Quebec. 

Gen.  Taylor  in  Maryland.— The  administration 
party  in  Maryland  are  divided  upon  the  presidential 

— A,  „ war/1  infiRtine  in  Ballimore  city  a few 

evBDings  ago,  a resoruiion  was  on^eu  urc* 

neral  Taylor  for  the  presidency,  but  was  voted  down 
four  to  one.  In  other  parts  of  the  state  we  find  some  ol 
the  most  distinguished  leaders  of  the  party  taking  the 
field  in  favor  of  General  Taylor.  The  Ballimore  Sun 
informs  us  that  a county  convention  of  the  democrats  of 
Harford  county  was  held  last  week,  Gen.  Charles  S. 
Sewell  presided.  After  the  nomination  of  delegates  to 
meet  in  district  convention  to  choose  a democratic  can- 
didate for  congress,  Olho  Scott,  Esq.,  offered  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted,  to  the  effect  that  General  Zachary 
Taylor’s  services  entitled  him  to  the  highest  honors 
which  the  nation  can  bestow,  and  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  support  him  for  the  presidency;  and  further, 
that  the  delegates  to  the  congressional  convention  sheuld 
be  instructed  to  vote  for  the  nomination  of  no  man  for 
congress  who  was  not  for  General  Taylor  lor  the  presi- 
dency. We  understand,  too.  that  James  A.  Stewart, 
Esq.,  has  determined  to  take  the  field  as  the  “Taylor” 
candidate  for  congress  in  the  first  district.  Mr.  Stew- 
art was  one  of  the  prominent  candidates  for  nomination 
for  governor  at  the  recent  democratic  state  conven- 
tion. 

Ship  Canal  to  Lake  Superior.  The  company 
for  the  construction  of  a ship  canal  around  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  have  disposed  of  most  of  their  stock.  Only 
#200,000  more  are  wanted.  The  distance  is  only 
4,460  feet,  and  the  fall  18  feet,  to  be  overcome  by 
two  locks,  250.  feet  long  and  60  feet  wide.  By  this 
canal  the  lake  navigation  will  be  extended  over  500 
miles. 

Abby  Folsom,  delivered  a Fourth  of  July  Oration 
from  her  own  window,  which  occupied  her  during 
Sunday  and  until  after  night  on  Monday.  Her  physi- 
cal powers  of  utterance  are  astounding. 

Milwaukie  land  sales.  The  following  statement 
of  the  number  of  acres  entered  and  the  amount  of 
moneys  received  at  the  land  office  in  this  city  during 
each  month  of  the  present  year,  will  show  the  rate 
at  which  this  section  of  our  Territory  is  filling  up. — 
As  usual  the  great  proportion  of  the  entries  is  in  for- 
ty-acre lots,  and  by  men  who  go  to  work  at  once  to 


improve  the  land  they  purchase. 

1847.  Entries.  Receipts. 

January,  10,336  acres  13,371 

February,  9,639  “ 13,192 

March,  10,675  » 13,862 

April,  13,121  “ 16,965 

May,  25,896  “ 32,971 

June,  31,323  “ 40,170 


100,990  #,130,540 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  entries  for  the  first  half  of 
the  present  year  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  acres, 
and  that  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  quantity  of  land  re- 
maining unsold  in  this  district  is  between  350,000 
and  400,000  acres.  [Sent,  and  Gaz 

“The  country  of  New  Mexico  and  the  two  Ca- 
lifornias,  are  represented  by  our  troops  to  be  per- 
fectly worthless,  except  for  the  harbours  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  No  Americans  will  ever  make  a home 
in  either  of  the  states,  and  its  possession  will  he  a curse 
to  the  country.  The  whole  of  it  is  an  arid  plain  des- 
titute of  water,  with  but  here  and  there  a green  spot, 
and  never  would  have  been  occupied  by  any  civilized 
people,  but  for  the  rage  for  gold  that  inspired  the 
early  and  adventurous  Spaniards.” 


The  steamer  Galveston  reached  N.  Orleans  on  the 
24th.  She  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
8th,  Tampico  on  the  lOlh,  and  Brazos  on  the  lUli 
instant. 

No  later  intelligence  had  reached  Vera  Cruz  from 
Gen.  Scott’s  army,  nor  from  Gen.  Pillow. 

From  the  JV.  0.  Picayune,  July  15. 

From  Tampico  we  have  some  verbal  intelligence 
not  without  interest.  The  American  prisoners  had 
not  arrived  there,  bat  were  at  a place  about  forty 
leagues  distant,  probably  Huetjutla.  On  the  8th 
inst.,  Col.  DeRussy,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  left 
Tampico,  at  the  head  of  about  two  hundred  men, 
intending  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  the  prisoners. 

He  took  with  him  a small  force  of  the  regular  ar- 
tillery, a portion  of  his  own  regiment  and  some  of 
the  mounted  men  of  Tampico — a serviceable  descrip- 
tion of  force  raised  in  the  town.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  colonel  will  have  a brush  with  the 
enemy  before  he  gets  back.  There  are  said  to  be 
pretty  strong  parties  of  guerrillas  on  the  route  to  be 
followed. 

Our  accounts  of  the  health  of  Tampico,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  Louisiana  regiment  are  more  favorable. 

There  is  very  little  yellow  fever  in  the  town,  and 

HuO  vases  liatro  vve  

The  fevers  which  prevail  are  becoming  more  malig- 
nant as  the  season  advances. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Vixen,  Captain  Smith,  arrived 
at  Anton  Lizardo  on  the  4lh  instant  from  Tabasco. 

Capt.  Mayo  of  tne  navy  and  Governor  of  Alvarado 
having  received  intelligence  that  Father  Jaraula  was 
in  the  vicinity  and  designed  to  surprise  and  take 
Alvarado,  went  off  in  pursuit  of  him  at  the  head  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  proceeding  up  the  river. 
At  last  dates  the  expedition  had  not  returned  to 
Alvarado,  nor  had  any  account  been  received  from  it. 

Vera  Cruz,  July  6,  1847. 

Such  a celebration  of  the  glorious  fourth  as  took 
place  in  Vera  Cruz  would  do  credit  to  any  place  in 
the  United  States. 

The  train  which  v.'as  to  have  left  yesterday  has 
not  yet  started,  and  will  not  probably  get  off  until 
next  Saturday. 

By  the  way  of  Tampico,  (from  Mexicoo,)  we  re- 
ceived a copy  El  Republicano  from  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co, of  the  30th  June;  also  the  number  of  the  28th, 
which  was  missing  from  our  previous  file.  Both 
papers  contain  matter  of  great  interest. 

A postscript  in  the  paper  of  the  28th  eontains  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  a council  of  war  said  to 
have  been  held  in  Gen.  Scotl’a  camp  on  Thursday, 
the  24th,  the  business  of  which  was  to  determine 
whether  cr  not  to  advance  upon  the  capital.  One  gen- 
eral, whose  name  is  not  given,  is  said  to  have  argued 
that  it  would  be  imprudent,  nay,  an  act  of  madness 
to  advance  upon  the  city  with  less  than  twenty 
thousand  men;  that  upon  the  supposition  that  every 
thing  should  work  favorably  for  them,  it  was  evident 
that  they  could  not  enter  the  capital  without  resis. 
tance:  and  that  supposing  in  their  different  engage- 
ments they  should  lose  half  of  their  force  or  more, 
they  would  be  left  with  some  four  thousand  men, 
with  which  number  it  was  extremely  hazardous  to 
attempt  to  hold  so  populous  a city. 

General  Worth  was  of  a different  opinion.  He 
maintained  that  every  invader  who  hesitated  was 
lost;  that  in  their  situation  a single  retrograde  move- 
ment involved  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  and 
that  thishad  already  been  proved.  He  added  proud- 
ly that  six  or  eight  thousand  Americans  were  suffici- 
ent to  conquer  twenty  thousand  Mexicans;  that  their 
triumph  was  certain,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  not 
pressing  on. 

Gen.  Scott  and  others  are  said  to  have  approved 
these  sentiments,  so  that  it  was  at  last  determined 
that  they  should  commence  the  forward  movement 
on  the  28th,  b it  upon  the  suggestion  of  some  one  that 
it  might  not  be  proper  to  act  so  promptly  after  hav- 
ing just  despatched  the  communication  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  with  renewed  offers  of 
peace,  General  Scott  replied  that  he  would  wail 
some  days  at  Rio  Frio  to  receive  the  answer  of  the 
Mexican  government. 

The  American  force  at  the  time  of  this  council 
was  set  down  by  the  Mexicans  at  eight  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  one 
mortar. 

The  Republicano  remaiki  upon  this  information: 
“We  believe  the  Americans  have  compromised  their 
situation  beyond  measure;  and  even  in  the  event, 
certainly  very  difficult,  that  they  win  triumphs  upon 
triumphs,  their  very  victories  will  cause  their  ruin.” 

The  council  above  spoken  of  was  held  on  the  24th. 
it  IS  not  alluded  to  in  the  Slat  of  Puebla  of  the  26th, 
nor  in  Mr,  Kendall’.'S  letters,  which  came  down  to 


the  .SOtli.  Yet  the  facts  are  sajd  to  be  derived  from 
a responsible  source,  and  they  look  plausible— Ge. 
neral  Worth’s  opinions  particularly  so.  The  Re- 
publicano  of  the  26th  says  nothing  about  the  subject, 
but  in  that  paper  of  the  30th  is  another  postscript  to 
which  is  prefixed  in  large  letters  “Very  Important.” 

This  postsciipt  mentions  the  receipt  of  letters  an- 
nouncing the  debarkation  of  1,800  men  at  Vera 
Cruz  from  Tampico,  who  had  marched  immediately 
for  Puebla.  (This  is  probably  Gen.  Oadwallader’s 
detachment.)  The  letters  further  said  that  General 
Scott  had  already  ordered  the  march  of  the  first 
brigade,  consisting  of  fifteen  hundred  troops  with 
ten  guns  and  a mortar,  towards  the  city  of  Mexico, 
when  he  learned  that  the  train  was  detained  at  No- 
palucan  (forty-two  miles  this  side  of  Puebla  and 
fifty  one  beyond  Perole;]  that  he  thereupon  counter- 
manded the  march  upon  Mexico,  and  despatched  a 
force  to  the  assistance  of  the  train  coming  up. 

The  letter  then  speaks  of  the  review  of  the  troops 
which  took  place  on  the  26th.  The  number  of  troops 
is  again  set  down  at  8 500  men,  without  including 
those  who  occupy  the  fortifications  of  San  Juan, 
Loreto,  &o.  But  the  most  important  paragraph  is 
that  Gen.  Scott  -would  probably  postpone  his  march 
upon  the  city  until  the  10th  July,  to  allow  these  re- 
inforcements to  come  up.  We  give  these  various 
pieces  or  news  -as  wc  AnU  them,  but  Iho  reader  will 
constantly  bear  in  mind  that  our  advices  from  Pue- 
bla are  later  than  those  by  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  Republicano,  in  the  same  postscript,  thinks 
it  very  probable  that  Gen.  Taylor  will  abandon  Sal- 
tillo, Matamoros,  and  other  towns  in  the  north  of 
Mexico,  and  shortly  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz  to  assist 
in  the  taking  of  the  capital,  which  is  now,  it  adds, 
the  objects  of  the  aspirations  of  the  Americans.  It 
is  very  anxious  that  the  government  should  direct 
Generals  Valencia  and  Salas,  now  at  San  Luis,  that 
they  harrass  the  retreat  of  Gen.  Taylor. 

The  Republicano  blames  the  Government  for  not 
corarauninating  at  once  with  Mr.  Trist,  without  re- 
ferring the  subject  matter  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter 
to  congress.  It  holds  that  it  is  the  business  of  the 
executive  thus  to  manage  negotiations,  and  refer  the 
result  to  the  wisdom  of  congress.  Besides  it  says, 
that  in  all  probability  it  will  be  impossible  to  procure 
a quorum  of  congress.  To  refer  overtures  thus  is 
to  break  them  off  in  the  outset. 

That  paper  takes  good  care  to  prevent  the  infer- 
ence from  this  remark  that  it  favors  peace.  It  is  on 
the  contrary  opened-moulh  for  war.  It  would  not 
grant  a truce  for  a single  day,  nor  omit  preparation 
for  defence.  However,  it  concludes  its  article  by 
trusting  that  the  executive  as  well  as  congress,  will 
show  themselves  “extremely  difficult”  in  relation  to 
peace,  and  not  consent  to  one  unless  the  conclusion 
of  it  shall  protect  in  every  particular  the  honor,  the 
good  name  and  the  interests  of  the  nation.  We  re- 
gard this  is  as  a concession  on  the  part  of  the  Re- 
pubiicano  and  of  good  omen  for  peace. 

The  New  Orleans  Timeshet  of  15th  inst.  has  the 
following: 

Moil  important— Jlgain  a rejection  of  the  olive  branch} 
Mexico  declines  treating.  At  the  moment  when  the 
Galveston  was  leaving  Vera  Cruz,  a courier,  with 
the  mail  from  the  capital,  entered  the  city,  bringing 
dales  to  the  5th  instant.  The  principal  item  of  in- 
telligence brought  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  is  of  a 
momentous  character,  viz:  The  Mexican  congress, 
with  some  difficulty,  had  been  brought  together,  and 
Mr.  Buchanan’s  communication,  containing  the  pre- 
sident’s overtures  for  peace,  were  laid  before  them. 

Their  decision  was  immediate,  and  to  the  effect 
that  Mexico  would  listen  to  no  terms  for  peace.— 
Gen.  Scott  left  Puebla,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  for 
the  capital,  on  the  30lh  ult.  We  received  this  news 
from  a passenger,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  is  authentic. 

From  the  Mno  Orleans  Bulletin,  July  15. 

Gen.  Pierce,  with  the  reinforcements  that  were  at 
Vera  Cruz,  exceeding  3000  men,  was  nearly  ready  to 
start  for  Jalapa  and  Puebla. 

By  a passenger  in  the  Galveston,  we  learn  that  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  existed  at  Vera  Cruz,  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  deaths  among  those 
men  of  General  Pillow’s  command,  that  had  broken 
down  and  been  compelled  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz, 
in  consequence  of  the  raid-day’s  march,  in  the  hot 
sun  and  burning  sands,  when  they  first  left  Vera 
Cruz. 

The  “Sun  of  Anahuac,”  printed  at  Vera  Cruz, 
thinks  that  General  Scott  will  not  advance  until  he 
receives  further  orders  from  Washington,  and  is  of 
opinion  that  the  reply  of  the  Mexican  minister  to 
Mr,  Buchanan,  informing  him  that  his  letter  will  be 
submitted  to  congress,  denotes  a disposition  to  deli- 
berate upon  the  question  of  peace,  instead  of  abrupt- 
ly rejecting  all  overtures. 
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national  affairs 


appointments  by  the  president. 


December, 

.January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July  IQ, 


1845-’6. 

12,106,326 

2,316.269 

2,201,519 

4,108,556 

2,899,311 

2,088,517 

3,574,268 

714,266 

19,009,032 


1846-7. 

$2,405,225 

2,619,211 

2,431,075 

3,137,106 


St.  Clqir's  last  resting  place  is  at  Greensburg,  West- 
morelaud  county,  Penn.  A neat  marble  pyramid 
was  erected  over  his  remains  hy  his  masopic  breth- 
ren. 

o r-otc  ncA  I '4ol  of  Pennsylvania,  died  in  Lancas- 

o,oo&,yo4  ter.  Pa.,  and  was  buried  there. 

o r?o  onn  r.  commenced  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 

2,309  by  opposing  Knyphausen’s  troops,  in  their  attempt* 

tr»  #^r»/Nco  j:~j  _a.  irti  _ • . - 


988>819* 


20,013,286 
19,009,032 

Excess  of  tariff  of  1846,  $1,004,254 

Treasury  Department,  July  16,  1847. 


to  cross  Chad’s  ford,  died  at  Flemington,  New  Jer* 
sey. 

■Mcnitgomenj  and  Me  Dougall  are  buried  in  New 
York, 

•Alexander — Lord  Stirling,  at  Albany. 

Parsons,  at  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Morgan,  the  hero  of  Cowpens,  at  Winchester,  Vir- 


, , ,tc,  ui  iv*is3oun,  10  D8  crigauier 
General,  vice  Jefferson  Davis,  declined. 

Gemge  W.  Clinton,  Esq.,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
President,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  the  Northern 
District  of  New  York,  in  place  of  Wm.  F.  Allen, 
;E.sq.,  elected  a justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.' 
Clinton  is  a resident  of  Buffalo,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Governor  DeAVitt  Clinton,  and  sondn-law  of  the  Hon. 
J.  C.  Spencer. 

diplomatic  journal. 

Minister  at  Constantinople,  Tha  Baltiraoie  Ameri- 
1*^°?  Constantinople,  that  by  the  frank  and 

Dabney  S.  Carr,  the  U.  States  are  held  in  marked 
and  high  estimation  by  the  Ottoman  government,  On 
a recent  occasion,  the  Grand  Vizier  gave  Mr  Carr 
.a  magnificent  entertainment,  by  order  of  the  Sultan. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  every  application  of  our 
minister  to  tlie  court  to  which  he  is  accredited,  has 
been  received  witli  distinguished  consideration  and 
favor. 

Ymatan.  The  U.  S.  ship  Albany  and  a brig  of 
war  arrived  at  Sisal  about  the  middle  of  June,  having 
three  American  commissioners  on  board,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  the  capital  and  sailed  again  in  the  above  ves- 
sels on  the  20th  of  June. 

Haylien  Legation  to  France.  Senators  B.  Ardouin 
and  Delva  embarked  at  Jacmel  in  the  steamer  of  the 
1 0th  ultimo.  They  are  bearers  of  the  convention, 
signed  by  the  French  and  Haytien  Plenipotentiaries, 
for  the  payment  of  the  indemnity  due  to  France, 
to  be  submitted  for  ratification  to  the  King  of  the 
French. 

M.  Ardouin  will  remain  in  France,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Hayti,  vyith  the  title  of  Minister  Resi- 
dent near  the  French  Government.  M-  EJugene  S. 
Vjllevalex  goes  out  as  his  Secretary  of  Legation, 

The  new  tap.ifp.  The  duties  received  at  the  ports 
of  N.  York  and  Philadelphia,  during  the  last  week, 
amounted  to  $672,000.  Same  time  last  year,  $336,- 
000. 

Sale  of  public  lanps.  Col.  Demept , receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  Dixon  111,,  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on 
the  1 5th  instant,  on  the  steamer  “Time  and  Tide,” 
with  about  $50,000  in  gold  and  silver,  which  he  has 
deposited  in  the  subtreasury  of  that  city.  The  re- 
ceipts at  the  Dixon  office  for  some  time  past  has 
been  about  $1,000  per  day,  fyom  the  sales  of  public 
lands. 

Treasury  Department, 

My  IQlh,  1847. 

Sir:  The  gross  receipts  from  customs  from  the  1st 
of  December,  1846,  to  the  10th  July,  1847,  under 
the  tariff  of  1846,  compared  with  the  same  period  of 
the  previous  year  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  exhibits 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  1846  of  one  million  and 
four  thousand  dollars.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  du- 
ties accrued  on  goods  in  warehouse  under  the  ware- 
housing law,  which  is  nearly  half  a million,  and  will 
make  the  total  augmentation  of  duties  accrued  during 
the  first  seven  months  and  ten  days  of  the  tariff  of 
1846,  compared  with  the  same  time  under  the  tariff 
of  1 842,  about  oqe  million  and  a half  of  dollars. 

Since  my  last  letter  to  you,  we  have  received  re- 
turns for  the  month  of  June  and  the  first  ten  days  of 
Lly,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  aug- 
mentation of  revenue  is  still  progressing. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, R.  J.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Hon.  S.  Adams,  Pontotoc,  Mississippi. 
Comparative  statement  of  gross  receipts  from  cus- 
toms at  tire  ports  of  the  United  States  during  the 
months  of  December,  1845,  and  1846,  and  Janua- 
ry to  July  10, 1846  and  1847,  under  the  respective 
tariffs  of  1 842  and  1 846. 
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The  Washington  Monument  at  N.  York.  A gen- 
tleman by  the  name  of  Morgan,  lately  deceased  in 
N.  York,  has  left  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to 
be  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  Washington  Mon- 
ument. 

California  affairs.  A letter  dated  Monterey,  Feb. 
1st,  says: 

“Seven  persons  have  been  nominated  to  form  a leg- 
islature. They  are  to  hold  two  sessions  this  year;  the 
first  in  the  town  of  Angeles,  in  March;  and  the  se- 
cond some  time  in  the  autumn,  at  Monterey.  The 
persons  nominated  tq  form  this  legislature,  are  the 
Ex-Governor  of  Alvarado,  Gen.  Valleyo,  David 
Spencer,  Esq,,  Thomas  O;  Larken,  Esq.,  Don  Juan 
Vandine,  Don  Santiago  Arguelir,  and  E.  Grimes,  Esq. 
[t  is  very  much  doubted  if  either  of  the  three  first 
mentioned  persons  will  accept  of  the  office  to  which 
they  have  been  appointed;  neither  does  this  procee- 
ding meet  the  approbation  of  the  community.  Per- 
haps it  would  have  been  better,  if  the  legislators  had 
been  elected;  and  there  is  some  expectatioQ  that  ulti- 
mately such  will  be  the  course  pursued;  at  all  events 
it  is  the  method  most  desired. 

Revolutionary  Officers.  The  Cincinnati  Adver- 
tiser gives  the  following  record  as  to  the  closing 
scenes  of  life  and  final  resting  places  of  some  of  that 
gallant  band  of  officers  who  figured  in  our  revolution- 
ary struggle: 

Gen.  Mercer  is  usually  said  to  have  been  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Princeton,  but  really  died  of  an  epilepr 
tic  fit,  in  that  neighborhood,  a week  after  that  affair. 
The  popular  notion  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  he 
received  a blow  on  the  head,  from  the  butt  end  of  a 
musket,  in  the  hands  of  a British  soldier,  in  full  re- 
treat with  his  comrades.  Pie  was  knocked  down 
and  stunned  for  some  time — as  the  consequence. — 
Gen.  Mercer  was  buried  in  Christ  Church,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Putnam  was  disabled  from  active  service  in  the 
very  middle  of  the  strife,  1779,  by  a paralytic 
Stroke,  but  survived  till  1790,  being  72  years  of 
age  at  his  death-  He  was  buried  at  Brooklyn,  Conr 
neetjeut- 

Wayne  died  at  IJrie,  Pa.,  wfiere  he  wps  buried,— 
At  a later  date  the  body  was  transported  to  Ches- 
ter ccunty.  Pa.  Although  nearly  a quarter  of  a 
century  had  elapsed,  the  lineaments  of  the  deceased 
hero  were  distinctly  visible,  and  the  features  recog- 
nized by  persons  present;  of  course,  the  corpse 
crumbled  to  dust  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 

Schuyler,  who  deserves  all  the  credit  of  the  capture 
of  Burgoyne,ofwhich  he  was  deprived  by  Gen,  Gates, 
assuming  the  comniand,  just  as  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  battle  had  been  made  at  Saratoga,  died  at 
N.  York  ip  1804. 

Ste^ihen,  the  Chevalier  Bayard  of  our  Revolution, 
sans  peur  et  sans  rtproche,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to 
obtain  the  fulfilment  by  congress  of  their  engager 
ments  to  hjm,  returned  to  Utica,  New  York;  the  leg- 
islature of  which  state  voted  him  a township — six 
miles  square — of  land  in  that  neighborhood.  Here  in 
a humble  log  house  he  died,  and  was  buried  adjacent 

in  1797. 


Scott,  in  Kentucky. 

Knox,  at  Tfiomaston,  Maine. 

Henry  Lee,  in  Virginia. 

Charles,  Lee,  lies  at  the  foot  of  Gen.  Mercer’s  tomb, 
in  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia. 

French  Steamers.  The  French  steamer  Union 

was  to  leave  New  York  on  Saturday  for  France 

The  Express  says  that  a number  of  persons  had  en- 
gaged passage  in  her. 

The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  by  the  French 
steamers. 

Frmi  York  to  Paris,  via  Havre, 


Postage  at  the  New  York  post  office,  I cent. 

Postage  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  20  “ 

Postage  from  Havre  to  Paris,  10  “ 

31 

From  J^ew  Ym'k  to  England,  via  Havre, 

Postage  at  the  New  York  post  office,  1 cent. 

Postage  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  20  “ 

Postage  from  Havre  to  English  shore,  2 “ 

English  taxation  from  the  shore  to  the  letter’s 
destination,  10  “ 


33  « 

The  weight  of  a letter  for  France  ought  not  to  be 
over  a quarter  of  an  ounce,  whilst  for  England  and 
America  the  allowance  is  half  an  ounce.  All  letters 
must  go  through  the  N.  York  City  Post  Office, 

Immigrants.  We  have  been  favored  with  the  fol- 
lowing statistics  of  emigration  from  January  1,  to 
June  30,  1847-  The  table  includes  passengers  of  all 
descriptions. 

Arrived,  81,954 

Died  on  the  pasage  as  reported  by  captains,  947 
Admitted  to  the  marine  hospital  quarantine,  2,750 

Died  in  hospital,  288 

Died  within  twenty  four  hours  of  reception,  30 

Of  the  number  received  at  the  hospital  about  three 
fourths  were  landed  from  British  vessels.  Very  few, 
indeed  were  Germans,  as  ships  sailing  from  German 
ports  arc  compelled  to  have  sufficient  provisions,  on 
board.  Most  of  the  sick  are  in  a famished  condition, 
many  of  them  in  the  same  clothes  in  which  they 
came  on  board  the  ship,  without  changing  or  wash- 
ing on  the  voyage,  and  fuH  pf  vermin.  The  disease 
called  ship  fever  is  nothing  new,  aud  may  be  engen- 
dered any  where  under  circumstances  of  filthy  con- 
finement. [Jour,  of  Cotn. 

“Real  estate  owned  by  the  government”  op 
THE  United  States,  at  auctioh-  Under  this  caption 
the  Boston  Post  publishes  an  article,  including  a let- 
ter from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  Mr.  Gillett  is  making  arrangements  fop 
the  sale  of  the  real  estate  which  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  government  from  its  debtors  in  differ^ 
ent  sections  of  the  country.  The  Union  says: — 

“On  inquiry,  we  learn  that  the  proposed  sale  will 
embrace  lands  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union,  in- 
cluding large  tracts  in  Texas.  Most  of  these  lands 
are  wild.  Kitill  there  wjll  be  valuable  farms  and  city 


338 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER-JULY  31,  1847-NATIONAL. 


lots  some  with  and  some  without  buildings,  included 
in  the  sale.  Some  of  the  southern  an  d western  lands 
are  said  to  be  of  the  very  best  quality.  Schedules  of 
the«e  lands  are  expected  to  be  completed  in  about 
two  weeks,  and  will  appear  in  the  papers  of  this  city. 
The  lands  in  each  state  will  be  advertised  in  one  or 
more  local  papers,  so  as  to  allow  the  greatest  possi- 
Sropp^rtuniles  forbids.  The  biddings  Proba- 
bly close  by  the  middle  of  September  or  first  of  Oc 
tober  wLn  accepted,  and  the  money  paid,  deeds 
conveying  the  interest  of  the  United  State*  will  be 

nrenared  executed,  and  acknowledged  by  the  solici- 
tor,^ and  forwarded  to  the  purchaser  free  of  ex- 
pense.” 

TsnEGR*.PHIC  PROTECTION  FROM  LIGHTNING.  Prof- 

Olmstead,  of  Yale  College,  is  confident  in  the  gener- 
ally expressed  opinion  that  telegraphic  wires  have  an 

imnortant  effect  on  electricity.  He  says: 

«As  the  storm  comes  up,  and  especially  when  over 
the  wires  say  fifty  or  a hundred  miles  distant,  the 
Ikhtning  is  atLcted  by  the  wires,  which  can  be  prov- 
ed by  anyone  remaining  in  the  telegraph  office  for 

' up,  tne  Wires  are  coutniu«»i«j 

It  is  my  opinion  we  shall  never  have  very  heavy 
thunder  showers  or  hear  of  lightning  striking,  as 
long  as  we  have  telegraphic  wires  spread  over  the 

That  science  will  elicit  very  important  advantages 
from  the  telegraphic  electric  phenoniEna,  no  one  can 
doubt  who  has  examined  the  operations  already  as- 
certained. That  the  mass  of  electric  fluid  with  which 
earth  and  air  is  occasionally  surcharged,  can  be  con- 
trolled, and  the  negative  and  positive  regulated  by  the 
agency  of  a wire  extended  for  thousands  of  miles 
over  the  country,  will  not  be  more  of  a miracle  in 
the  eyes  of  men,  than  was  the  conducting  of  light- 
ning from  the  storm  cloud,  by  Franklin’s  lightning 
rods.  The  practice  of  protecting  fields  from  hail 
storms  by  the  agency  of  a few  lines  suspended  in  the 
air,  very  like  our  telegraphic  wires,  is  neither  new, 
nor  inefficacious. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  Professor  Olmstead’s 
opinions  as  expressed  above,  in  consequence  of  the 
electric  fluid  not  as  yet  having  been  effectually  con- 
trolled and  brought  into  harness  by  the  unfinished  ap- 
paratus  so  far  in  operation  upon  the  telegraphic  lines; 
unreasonable  people  forget  that  we  have  not  fairly 
1 earned  the  A,  B,  C,  of  magnetic  electro  telegraphic 
operation;  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  keep  a sin- 
gle line  in  regular  operation.  Experience  has  to  bring 
the  whole  of  the  theories  up  to  its  rigid  touch- 
stone. Much  that  was  believed  six  months  ago  in 
relation  to  the  working  of  the  telegraph,  is  now  ex- 
ploded. Whether  a net  work  of  telegraphic  wires 
may  be  able  to  accomplish  more  towards  regulating 
and  quieting  storms,  than  Professor  Espy  has  as  yet 
accomplished  towards  raising  the  loind  and  generating 
rain  for  us  by  the  process  of  burning,  is  fairly  a mat- 
ter to  be  tested. 

By  the  way,  would  it  not  be  an  improvement  in 
the  power  of  the  agency  in  question,  to  avail  of  the 
power  of  railroad  iron  tracks?  A much  larger  quan- 
tity of  the  electric  fluid  might  be  sent  by  them  one 
would  suppose  than  by  the  telegraphic  wires  We 
have  taken  no  patent  right  out  for  the  notion. 

CcBA.— -The  following  extraordinary  article  ap- 
pears as  the  leading  editorial  in  the  New  York 
Sun  of  Friday.  The  appetite  for  new  territory 
would  seem  but  to  increase  with  its  indulgence, 

Cuba  nnder  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates.— When  in 
Havana  last  winter,  we  had  a consultation  with  a 
meeting  of  the  most  influential  and  wealthy  men  of 
that  city  upon  the  union  of  Cuba  to  the  United  States, 
and  promised  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  people  of 
this  country  as  soon  as  the  Mexican  question  had  been 
disposed  of.  Mexico  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  is 
now  in  our  possession.  All  parties  in  the  United 
States,  and  even  foreign  nations,  look  upon  that  ques- 
tion as  settled  so,  far  as  conquest  and  occupation  are 
concerned,  and  we  now  hasten  to  fulfil  our  promise, 
and  that  promise  must  be  our  apology  for  this  arti- 
cle. Cuba  by  geographical  position,  necessity  and 
right  belongs  to  the  United  States;  it  may  and  must 
be  ours. 

The  moment  has  arrived  to  place  it  in  our  hands 
and  under  our  flag.  Cuba  is  in  the  market  for  sale, 
and  we  are  authorised  by  parties  eminently  able  to 
fulfil  what  they  propose,  to  say  that  if  the  United 
States  will  offer  the  Spanish  government  one  hundred 


millions  of  dollars  Cuba  is  ours,  and  that  with  one 
week’s  notice,  the  whole  amount  will  be  raised  and 
paid  over  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island.  One  week 
is  all  they  ask,  if  our  government  will  only  make  Ihe 
offer  for  them  to  act  upon,  and  which  Spain  is  ready 
to  accept.  This  is  no  vision,  but  a fixed  fact,  of 
which  we  have  seen,  and  now  hold  the  most  undoubt- 
ed proofs.  The  possession  of  Cuba  will  complete  our 
chain  of  territory,  and  give  us  the  North  American 
Continent.  It  is  the  garden  of  the  world,  the  key  to 
the  Gulf,  and  the  richest  spot  of  its  size  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  From  Florida  point  to  its  northeastern 
coast  is  only  fifty  miles,  bringing  the  Island  almost 
within  cannon  shot  and  sight  of  the  United  States.-— 
Cuba  yields  to  Spain  an  annual  revenue  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  besides  supporting  25,000  soldiers, 
expending  at  least  a million  a year  upon  fortifications, 
and  paying  another  million  in  salaries  to  civil  and 
military  officers — in  fact  her  total  revenue  to  Spain, 
IS  over  ten  millions,  which  will  double  the  moment  it 
comes  under  the  United  States. 

Cuba  produces  the  best  sugar,  coffee,  tobacco  and 
tropical  fruits  in  the  world.  It  has  gold  and  silver, 
anA.the  richest  coDDCr  mines  known,  Its  harbors, 
and  in  less  than  five  years  its  revenue  would  more  than 
pay  the  entire  purchase  money  asked  by  Spain. — 
Cuba  must  be  ours!  Stretching  from  Florida  to  Yu- 
catan, it  commands  the  Gulf  and  coast  of  Mexico 

It  is  larger  than  Ireland — nearly  as  large  as  all  the 
New  England  States,  containing  43,500  square  miles 
of  the  most  fertile  soil  under  the  sun.  To  us  it  is 
indespensable.  We  want  its  harbors  for  our  ships  to 
touch  at  to  and  from  Mexico — for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  American  and  English  transatlantic  steamers 
— for  its  products  aud  trade,  and  as  the  grand  key  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Give  us  Cuba,  and  our  posses- 
sions are  complete.  Spain  is  ready  to  sell,  the  Cu- 
bans are  waiting  for  us  to  make  the  purchase,  and  to 
come  at  once  into  the  Union.  Let  the  thing  be 
done;  we  pledge  ourselves  that  the  hundred  millions 
will  be  forthcoming  to  meet  the  offer,  and  that  Cuba 
will  prove  the  richest  conquest  ever  made  by  the  U. 
States. 


Mexicans  have  refused  to  exchange  vs.  I know  not  i 
Gen.  Scott  has  taken  any  steps  to  have  us  liberated. 
Hundreds  of  Mexicans  have  been  allowed  to  go  to 
their  homes,  whilst  we  have  been  incarcerated  in  a 
common  goal  with  abandoned  felons,  lacking  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  and  depending  upon  the  charity  of 
foreigners. 

I think  I may  dismiss  from  your  mind  all  appre- 
hension of  my  being  executed  as  a spy— although,  for 
a space  of  six  months,  I held  my  life  by  a most  pre 
carious  tenure.  God  knows  I have  experienced  some 
most  bitter  lessons— and  may  they  prove  salutary.  I 
v.rill  not  i-ecapitulate  here  the  sufferings  I have  under- 
gone—suffice  to  say,  that  my  treatment  would  have 
been  unworthy  of  the  Camanches. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  will  be  sent  into  the 
interior,  upon  intelligence  of  Scott’s  movement  from 
Puebla — say  ten  days  hence — but  to  what  part  I am 
unable  to  inform  you.  Some  think  we  will  be 
ched  off  to  Acapulco,  on  the  west  coast,  from  which 
place,  few  return,  on  account  of  the  malignity  of  the 
climate  and  the  bad  character  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  portion  of  the  country.  The  object  of  this  gov- 
ernment appears  to  be,  to  get  rid  of  us  by  any  means, 

- — T havp.  said,  almost  too  much 

— as  I am  ncTt  permitted  to  “tell  the  secrets  ol  my 
prison  house.”  For  myself  I fear  no  consequences, 
but  I may  compromise  others. 

All  of  us  have  abandoned  the  hope  of  returning 
to  our  homes — if  ever — until  the  war  shall  be  con- 
cluded. 

How  often  do  I think  of  my  dear when  I 

am  alone  in  my  quiet  room!  I know  her  distress  on 
my  account,  and  the  recollection  of  her  is  very,  very 

often  present.  Tell  my  dearest to  dismiss  her 

anxiety.  It  is  bad  philosophy  to  anticipate  evil.  I 
am  willing  to  believe — ay,  do — that  her  prayers  are 
not  in  vain — I know,  that  out  of  her  heart  of  love 
and  piety,  each  night,  comes  a prayer  for  her  absent 
child.  I think  of  such  things  until  I become  child- 
ish. She  must  imagine  me  safe,  and  protected  by 
Him,  “who  marks  the  sparrow’s  fall.” 

[Phil.  Pennsylvanian. 


INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

Jllien  and  Mctturalizulion  Law.  A singular  custom 
prevails  among  the  Sioux  Indians.  Whenever  a white 
man  has  resided  among  them  for  the  space  of  a month 
he  is  required  to  take  unto  himself  a wife.  The  chief 
of  the  band,  among  which  he  is,  at  the  end  of  his 
time,  comes  to  him  with  a young  and  handsome 
squaw,  whom  he  must  espouse  and  protect  according 
to  their  customs,  or  leave  the  country  immediately. 

{Prairie  du  Chien  Pat. 

Fight  with  the  Camanches. 

Camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  river, 

320  miles  from  Fort  Leavenworth, 

July  27th,  1847. 

I have  ouly  time  to  inform  you  now  by  express, 
that  our  party  was  attacked  by  the  Camanche  Indi- 
ans at  daylight  yesterday  morning,  and  that  in  a 
chai'ge  made  by  twenty  five  of  the  company  of  dra- 
goons ten  were  killed  and  wounded,  viz.  five  killed, 
three  severely  and  two  slightly  wounded,  the  Indians 
numbering  about  three  hundred;  and  it  required  a 
greater  part  of  the  company  to  protect  the  camp,  else 
the  whole  would  have  made  the  charge.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  five  yoke  of  cattle  belonging  to  a 
government  train,  which  joined  our  party  a few  days 
since,  were  driven  off  and  killed  by  the  Indians. — 
What  loss  was  sustained  by  the  Indians  it  was  im- 
possible to  ascertain,  as  they  carried  off  the  killed 
and  wounded.  It  is  said  that  there  are  some  north- 
ern Mexicans  with  those  Camanches.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  it  is  evident  that  their  whole  object  is  to  cut 
off  trains  and  destroy  United  States  property.  This 
is  no  doubt  a part  of  the  guerrilla  warfare.  The 
amount  of  public  property  which  we  have  heard  of 
destroyed  on  this  road,  in  the  last  eight  days,  will 
amount  to  very  nearly  ^10,000. 

[Corres.  Con.  fy  Enquirer. 

LETTER  FROM  MIDSHIFMAN  ROGERS. 

Mexico  June  2Sth  1847. 

I wish  I could  write  cheerfully  of  my  situation  and 
prospects — yet  I cannot  do  so,  without  deceiving  you 
— although,  perhaps,  such  deceit  would  be  pardona- 
ble. My  position  is  melancholy  enough — and  there 
is  but  little  to  hope  for  in  the  future;  it  may  be,  I am 
not  warranted  in  so  saying;  when  I shall  return  to 
you  is  uncertain,  for  we  have  been  informed  that  the 


NAVAL  JOUR  NAL  . 

xJrrival  of  the  Raritan.  The  United  States  ship  Ra- 
ritan, Capt.  French  Forrest,  from  the  squadron  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  on 
Thursday.  Sixty  six  of  the  ship’s  company  are  sick, 
she  having,  previous  to  leaving  the  squadron,  received 
on  board  a number  of  sick  from  the  other  ships,  all 
of  chronic  diseases;  seven  of  whom  died  on  the  pa»- 
■sage  home;  the  crew  also  lost  ten  of  their  number 
from  bilious  remittent  fever,  Lieut.  May  returned 
home  in  the  Raritan,  and  reached  Washington  on 
Friday.  The  Union  states  that  the  wound  he  received 
at  Tabasco  has  not  occasioned  the  loss  of  his  right 
arm,  though  it  may  be  sometime  before  it  will  be 
healed.  The  wound  was  inflicted  by  an  ounce  ball, 
which  the  Lieutenant  has  brought  home,  and  which 
is  flattened  from  the  concussion  with  the  bone. 

Besides  Lieut.  May  the  Raritan  brought  as  passen- 
gers, Commanders  William  McCIuney,  Wm.  S.  Walk- 
er; Commander  Timothy  G.  Benham;  Lieut.  M.  C. 
Marin;  Assistant  Surgeon,  W.  Sherman;  Midshipmen 
March  and  Hodge;  Commander’s  Clerks,  Abrams  and 
Watson;  Carpenter,  C.  H.  Boardman. 

The  following  is  a list  of  deaths  on  board  the  Ra- 
ritan since  she  left  the  Squadron:  Jno.  Burke,  John 
Kelly,  marines;  John  R.  Cook;  Mr.  R.  B.  Storer, 
midshipman;  George  Kemp,  boy;  W.  R.  Robertson, 
purser’s  stewart;  Mr.'  M.  Shay,  purser’s  clerk;  Thom- 
as Hicks,  marine  drummer,  of  D.  C.,  Richard  Dex- 
ter; George  W.  Bryan,  corporal  of  marines;  Patrick 
Clarke,  O.  S.;  Capt.  Edson;  James  Johnson;  Thomas 
Galvin;  James  McCormick;  Joseph  Anderson;  James 
Murray. 

Captain  Edson  had  distinguished  himself  by  hit 
gallantry  in  the  attack  on  'Vera  Cruz,  and  several 
other  sharp  encounters  with  the  enemy,  without  re- 
ceiving a wound.  Midshipman  Storer,  who  died  on 
the  4th,  was  a son  of  Captain  George  W.  Storer,  U. 
S.  Navy. 

The  Norfolk  Herald,  of  Saturday,  says:  The  Ra- 
ritan was  ordered  to  quai amine  by  the  health  authori- 
ties, immediately  on  her  arrival;  and  at  an  early 
hour  yesterday  morning  landed  all  her  sick  at  the  na- 
val hospital.  The  healthy  portion  of  the  crew,  we 
are  informed,  is  intended  to  be  transferred  to  the  fri- 
gates Brandywine  and  Cumberland,  now  at  the  GosJ 
port  navy  yard,  and  in  active  progress  of  equipment 
for  sea. 
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The  Norfolk  Beacon  says: — The  Raritan  was  tow- 
ed down  to  tlie  bite  of  Craney  Island  by  order  of 
Com.  Kearny,  Saturday  afternoon,  and  her  crew  is 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Vandalia,  which  was  sent 
down  to  that  point  on  Saturday  morning. 

• been  cruising  in  warm  latitudes 

since  1»43,  which  renders  such  precautionary  meas- 
ures proper  on  the  part  of  Commodore  Kearny  pre- 
paratory  to  her  proceeding  up  to  the  navy  yard. 

. ® bappy  to  say  that  since  the  sick  were  sent 

to  the  U S.  naval  hospital,  there  has  been  no  sick- 
ress  on  board. 

United  States  ship  Jamestown  sailed  from  Boston 

to  Norfolk  on  Thursday  last, 
k f'rench  National  Steamer  Le  Tonmrre,  which 

had  been  for  some  time  in  the  dry  dock  at  Gosport 
navy  yard  dropped  down  on  Thursdaymorningat  Nor- 
folk  to  the  naval  anchorage. 

The  Steamer  .Alleghany  has  been  ordered  to  Nor- 
folk, where  she  will  complete  her  crew,  preparatory 
to  sailing  to  the  Mediterranean.  ^ ^ ^ 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says,  that  orders  were  receiv- 
er S^urday,  for  the  immediate  equipment 

Brazil,  as  the  flag  ship  of  Com.  Storer.  Such  por- 
tions of  the  crews  of  the  Raritan  and  of  the  Potomac, 
as  have  further  time  to  serve,  are  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Brandywine,  which  is  expected  to  sail  during 
the  month  of  August. 


3S9 


[She  married.  Her /ioni5re,  either  not  having  the 
means  or  the  inclination  to  pay  the  debt  (or  which 
sue  had  been  enslaved  by  her  parents,  the  difficulty 
alluded  to  ensued.  The  then  commandant,  though 
not  an  abolitionist,  had  loo  much  gallantry  to  com- 

jdy  with  the  sordid  demand  of  the  sooty  master. 

Phe  newly  wedded  pair  still  love,  and  live  together 
m the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  connubial  bliss  of 
.Mexican  matrimony.  Should  Mexican  laws,  how- 
ever, be  again  extended  over  Camargo,  neither  the 
tears  of  our  heroine,  nor  all  their  Abolition  brelh 
ren,  could  save  her  from  the  heartless  grasp  of  her 
lormer  rnaster^s  tyranny,” 


Capture  OF  Slavers. — A London  paper  records 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  a Brazilian  brig  cal- 
led the  Ires  a notorious  armed  slaver.  This 

vessel  had  made  severs  I successful  trips,  and  or  her 
last  voyage  landed  at  Bahia  1400  slaves.  She  was 
seen  on  the  coast  by  the  steamship  of  war  Devasta- 
tion, and  chased  ashore,  where  she  was  dashed  to 
pieces  by  the  breakers.  Tbe  crew  escaped.  The 
same  vessel  recently  captured  an  American  brig  un- 
der Brazilian  colors,  wuh  529  slaves  on  board,  bound 
to  Rio. 


ihe^Rrif^i?^  account  of 

..  ® I®.  empire,”  estimates  th«  cultivation  of 
potatoes,  turnips,  and  rape”  to  extend  over  2,000  - 
000  acres  in  England  of  which  1,200,000  at  least 
are  usually  planted  with  potatoes.  The  tame  work 
estimates  this  plant  to  occupy  2,000,000  acres  in  Ire. 
land  and  200,000  in  Scotland.  From  which  esti- 
mates  I make  the  following  table: 

Land  usually  Cultivated  Uucultivuted 

cultivated  with  this  year.  or  otherwise 

it  appropriated 

England,  l,20o'oOO  300760  £*o'o0 

500,000  i,S;Soo 

Scotland  2,000,000  40,000  160,000 


3,400,000 
From  this,  which  is,  I 


2,560,000 


SLAVE  QUESTIONS. 

The  legislature  of  Maine,  now  in  session  have  adop- 
ted the  following  resolutions.  It  will  be  recolloctcd 
that  the  administration  party  have  the  ascendency 
in  both  branches  ol  ihe  legislature. 

Resolved,  That  Maine,  by  the  action  of  her  state 
governii.ent,  and  by  her  representation  in  congress, 
should  abide  cheerfully  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  concessions  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States; 
a.t  the  same  lime  resisting  (irmly  all  demands  for 
their  enlargement  or  extension. 

Resolved,  That  the  senli.iient  of  this  state  is  pro- 
found, sincere,  and  almost  universal,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  slavery  upon  productive  energy  is  like  the 
blight  of  mildew;  that  it  is  a moral  and  social  evil; 
that  it  does  violence  to  the  rights  of  man,  as  a think- 
ing, reasonable,  and  responsible  being.  Influenced 
by  such  considerations,  this  stale  will  oppose  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  any  territory  which  may 
be  required  as  an  indemnity  for  claims  upon  Mex- 
ico. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  acquisition  of  any  free  ter- 
ritory, whether  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  we  deem 
It  the  duly  of  the  general  government  to  extend  over 
the  same  the  ordinance  of  seventeen  Hundred  and 
eighty  seven,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  con- 
ditions and  immunities. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instruc- 
ted, and  our  representatives  requested,  to  support 
and  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit a copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  and  to  the 
governors  of  the  several  slates. 

The  New  Hempshire  Democracy. — The  Demo- 
cratic members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature, 
responding  to  the  message  of  the  governor,  have 
passed  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved.  That  in  all  territory  which  shall  here- 
after be  added  to  or  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
where  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  for 
the  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party  has  been 
duly  convicted,  does  not  now  by  law  exist— the  same 
should  ever  remain  free;  and  we  are  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  over  such  territory;  and  that 
we  also  approve  the  vole  of  our  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  in  favor  of  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso." 

It  will  be  recollected  that  these  are  the  gentlemen 
who  were  endorsed  by  the  Editor  of  the  Union,  their 
election  heralded  as  a great  Democratic  triumph, 
and  Virginia  was  called  on  to  imitate  the  example 
of  “Glorious  New  Hampshire!” 

[ Charleston  Mercury. 

The  Ohio  Slalesman  contains  a Idler  from  Cauiar- 
go,  (Mexico,)  which  llius  describes  an  incident  of 
recent  occurrence  in  that  place: 

“A  sooty  Mexican,  in  no  respect  superior  to  the 
strongest  scented  darky  in  Columbus,  called  upon 
the  commandant  of  that  post,  and  demanded  his  as- 
sistance in  securing  an  eloped  slava.  An  investiga- 
tion followed.  A senorita  of  much  fairer  comflexion 
and  superior  in  every  respect  to  her  master,  her  master's 
teife,  or  any  of  his  children,  had  fallen,  as  ber  fairer 
of  the  north  often  do,  into  Cupid's  snar«. 
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The  harvest  and  crops.  The  wheat  and  rye 
crops  of  this  country  are  secured,  and  accounts  from 
all  pans  of  the  union,  fully  conlirm  the  opinion  we 
expressed  at  the  commencement  of  harvest,  that  the 
yield,  taking  the  entire  country,  will  be  fully  an 
average  return  for  the  quantity  sown — and  that  as 
prices  had  influenced  farmers  to  sow  more  than 
usual,  the  aggregate  will  exceed  the  product  of  any 
previous  years.  It  is  pleasent  to  be  able  to  add,  that 
the  quality  and  weight  of  the  grain,  in  every  direction, 
are  spoken  of  as  very  superior — circumstanees 
which  are  of  more  importance  than  people  generally 
are  by  any  means  aware  of.  Independent  of  the 
difference,  which  amounts  often  to  10,  and  sometimes 
to  20  per  cent,  in  actual  value  to  the  producer,  the 
diflereiice  in  the  health  of  ail  that  feed  upon  either 
the  flour  or  the  offal,  can  never  he  sufficiently  esti- 
mated. Much  of  the  disease  of  families  and  of  slock, 
experienced  throughout  the  country,  isowing  unques- 
tionably, to  eating  defective  breadslufls.  Wherever 
the  grain  crop  has  been  materially  injured,  especial- 
ly just  before,  and  in  harvesting,  the  vicinity  will 
almost  certainly  be  unhealthy  during  part  of  the 
season  the  grain  is  used. 

There  will  therefore  be  a very  large  surplus  of 
wheat,  beyond  what  is  required  for  consumption  in 
this  country,  from  the  proceeds  of  what  has  just 
been  harvested;— quite  as  large  if  not  larger  than  of 
the  year  just  elapsed. 

I'he  oat  harvest  is  now  in  progress.  The  product 
will  vary  very  much  in  different  locations.  The  ag- 
gregate will  lall  considerably  below  an  average. 

The  corn  crop,  has  had  as  favorable  weather  as 
farmers  could  wish,  for  some  weeks  past.  In  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  country  corn  is  now  “made,” 
as  the  farmers  phrase  it — and  as  such  another  crop, 
for  quantity,  has  never  before  been  “pitched"  such 
an  abundance  of  corn  never  was  known  here  as  we 
are  promised  this  season. 

To  the  people  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  Slates,  es- 
pecially the  question  is  of  the  deepest  importance — 
how  to  secure  a market  in  Europe  for  the  surplus  of  this 
crop.  No  pains  should  be  spared  to  insure  what 
foothold  has  been  obtained  for  the  use  of  Indian  corn, 
and  a far  greater  use  of  it  ought  to  be,  and  might  be 
insured,  if  those  who  are  most  interested  would  take 
proper  measures  to  improve  the  commencement  of 
tbe  year  just  elapsed. 

Off  of  the  Atlantic  board,  it  will  be  found  that 
converting  corn  into  provisions,  and  shipping  that 
instead  of  tbe  corn,  the  latter  costs  loo  mueh  for 
transportation,  and  is  very  liable  to  damage  on  ship- 
board. 


The  Prices  or  breadstuffb  in  our  markets  has 
gone  down  to  figures  at  wtiieh  shippers  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  employ  shipping  quite  freely  at  clever  freights 
and  large  quantities  will  cross  the  Atlantic  before 
the  British  and  Irish  harvest  is  fairly  made.  At  N. 
York,  flour  commands  $5,37|  a $5,50 — wheat  $1,]5 
a $120,  and  corn,  white  and  mixed  61  a 63 — for  flat 
yellow  64  a 65,  and  67  a 68  for  round  yellow.  These 
prices  would  pay  for  production. 

European  demand  for  breads  tuffs. — A letter  which 
we  find  in  Bicknell’s  Reporter  of  the  27lh  from  a Liv- 
erpool correspondent  of  the  editor,  dated  July  3, 
estimates  from  official  tables,  the  crop  of  potatoes  in 
Great  Britain  last  year,  bad  as  it  was,  at  12,000,000 
Ions,  of  good  tubers.  I'his  year  there  has  been  but 
840,000  acres  planted  in  potatoes. 


840,000 

' believe,  the  most  correct 

non®  5e  seen  that  2.- 

560,000  acres  usually  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  potatoe,  are  this  year,  devoted  toother  purposes 
or  remain  uncultivated.  ^ 

1 of  potatoes  in  Ire- 

land IS  400  bushels  of  60  lbs.,  whilst  the  same  land 
under  wheat  would  produce  28  bushels  50  lbs.,  or 

I “ “ wheat  1,680  “ 

1 ••  “ oats  2,560  “ 

The  commissioners  of  patents  in  his  report  to  tha 
congress  of  the  United  States  shows  that  one  pound 
of  wheat  will  furnish  as  much  nourishment  as  four 
pounds  of  potatoes;  therefore  as  one  acre  of  pota> 
toes  produces  equal  to  6,000  lbs.  of  wheat,  it  followa 
(hat  (bis  quantity  of  land  will  support  as  many  per* 
sons  as  3^  acres  of  wheat.  Many  intelligent  writers 
on  the  subject  make  the  proportion  as  1 to  3 instead 
of  1 to  4 acres  of  wheat  for  1 af  potatoes,  or  4 4-10 
acres  if  cultivated  in  oats.  Three  are  four  times  tha 
quantity  of  land  must  be  cultivated  in  either  wheat 
rye  or  oats,  to  produce  as  much  nourishment  as  if 
successfully  cultivated  ki  potatoes. 

The  writer  alluded  to  says: — The  immense  in* 
crease  in  the  cultivation  of  the  potato  during  tbe 
last  quarter  of  a century,  from  being  a garden  vege* 
table,  has  enabled  Great  Britain  to  support  a rapid* 
ly  increasing  population  at  eve*  less  prices  than  when 
this  plant  was  almost  wholly  unknown.  This  increas* 
ing  population  still  remains,  but  how  are  they  to  be 
fed?  The  potato  has  been  failing  for  three  years 
past,  and  now  is  too  uncertain  to  be  depended  upoa 
as  an  article  of  food.  Hence  we  see  that  it  oecu* 
pies  less  land  than  formerly,  that  many  have  wholly 
cast  it  aside  as  producing  a profitless  crop.  This 
sudden  abandonment  of  the  potato  is  virtually  an 
abandonment  of  3 8-10  or  2|  acres' in  every  4 8-10  or 
acres,  accordingly  as  wheat  or  oatS  aresubstitu* 
led.  So  that  whether  the  potato  crop  be  good  or 
bad  this  year  is  an  unimportant  matter,  when,  tha 
fact  of  the  extent  to  which  the  cultivation  of  tha 
potato  has  been  abandoned,  is  brought  under  con- 
sideration. By  the  first  table  in  the  artiele,  it  will 
be  seen  that  2,560,000  acres  usually  planted  with  the 
potato,  are  this  year  devoted  to  other  purposes,  prin- 
cipally to  the  Swedish  turnip,  so  that  the  articles 
substituted  will  not  be  of  much  value  in  sustaining 
human  life.  The  crop  of  potatoes  in  Great  Britain 
last  year,  bad  as  it  was,  yielded  over  12,000,000 
tons  of  good  tubers.  In  this  year  1 find  but  840,000 
acres  planted.  So  that  admitting  this  land  produces 
400  bushels  to  the  acre  of  good  sound  potatoes,  the 
yield  will  still  be  less  than  that  of  last  by  more  than 

3.000. 000  tons.  If  the  plants  prove  diseased,  the 
deficiency  will  be  increased  the  amount  of  the  dis- 
ease— hence  it  will  require  1,300,000  acres  of  oats, 

1.000. 000  acres  of  wheal  to  have  been  cultivated 
over  the  usual  quantity,  to  place  this  country  in  as 
good  a position  as  she  occupied  at  the  gathering  in 
of  the  harvest  last  year,  as  well  as  the  difference 
between  the  amount  of  stock  on  hand  last  June.— > 
Official  documents  furnish  me  with  the  following 
figures — 


Wheat 

qrs 

. 1,477  922 

qrs. 

10.780 

Barley 

105,284 

1,012 

Oats 

175,653 

3,949 

Rye 

34 



Peas 

25,315 

312 

Beans 

66,644 

709 

Indian  corn 

2,773 

1,905 

Buckwheat 

334 

328 

Flour 

cwts. 

1,288,983 

cwls. 

29,355 

Oatmeal 

»( 

673 

tl 

Corn  meal 

It 

22 

II 

1,125 

ivalent  in  gra 

in  qra. 

2,226,710 

qrs. 

27,694 

i ne  some  documents  enanie  me  to  give  me  amount 
of  grain,  &c.,  taken  for  sonsumption  from  June  5ib, 
1845,  to  June  5ib,  1846,  and  from  June  5tb,  1343  to 
1847 — as  per  under:-^ 
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Foreign  grain  and  flour  taken 
June  5,  ’43  to  ’46. 
Quarters. 
Wheat,  99,162 

Barley,  97,361 

Oats,  477,309 

Rye,  5 

Peas,  90,714 

Beans,  184,559 

Indian  corn,  184,043 

Bnckwheat,  228 

Flour,  cwt.  726,132 

Barley  meal. 

Oatmeal,  65,846 

Rye  meal, 

Indian  meal. 

Buckwheat  meal. 


into  consumption  from 
June  5,  ’46  to  ’47 . 
Quarters. 
2,520,733 
846,166 
1,444,531 
18,474 
223.994 
342,413 
1,802.384 
37  Q75 
cwt.  4,824!S75 
20,099 
16,880 
2,629 
383,664 
296 


Equivalent  to  total 

Grain,  qrs.  1,359,386  qrs.  8,435,730 
Showing  that  no  less  than  8,435,730  qrs.  (equal  to 
the  produce  of  2,000,000  acres  ofland)  of  toreign 
grain  have  been  consumed  during  the  past  year, 

The  aggregate  Imports  from  June  5,  1846,  to  June 
5^184.7,  have  been  as  follows — 

SlocK  on  nano  june  a,  io»o,  — £,£d0  700 


8,919,419 

Deduct  quantity  consumed,  8,435,730 

Leaving  qrs.  483,689 

now  on  band.  So  that  the  difference  between  the 
past  and  the  coming  twelve  months  may  be  summed 
up  thus: — 

Deficiency  in  yield  of  potato  crop,  Tons  3,000,000 
Difference  between  amount  of  fo- 
reign grain  on  band,  June  5,  ’46 
and  June  5,  ’47,  Qrs.  1,743,021 

From  the  first  item,  however,  must  be  deducted 
the  produce  of  the  2,560,000  acres  hitherto  appropri- 
ated to  the  potato,  and  principally  now  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  turnip,  carrot,  and  other  green  crops, 
which,  so  far  as  food  for  mankind  is  concerned  is  of 
little  value.  Looking  fairly  at  all  these  tables  and 
calculations,  1 am  led  to  believe  that  the  demand 
for  breadstuffs,  from  the  Dnited  States,  which  pro- 
bably amounted  the  past  year  to  about  one  half  the 
quantity  brought  into  the  United  Kingdom,  will  be 
tully  as  great  the  coming  season  as  the  past. 

For  much  of  the  foregoing  information  1 am  in- 
debted to  the  London  Economist,  which  publica- 
tion has  lately  devoted  much  space  to  the  subject 
of  the  potato,  its  cultivation,  and  probable  extin- 
guishment.” 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


Free  NAviaaTiou  of  the  St.  Lawrence.— 
important  vote.  The  house  of  assembly  of  the  Ca- 
nadian parliament  of  last  week  forwarded  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen,  praying  that  the  free  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  he  granted  to  all  nations,  and 
also  that  the  navigation  laws  be  repealed,  so  far  as 
they,  in  a manner,  relate  to  or  affect  that  colony.  Qn 
Wednesday  the  vote  was  concurred  in  by  the  legis- 
lative council,  by  a large  majority. 

Faieureb.  The  hanking  house  of  Messrs.  Clay- 
ton & Co.  at  Preston,  England,  has  failed,  and  a 
number  of  other  houses  have  failed  in  consequence 

The  Marquis  Farbin,  Jonsin  & Co„  Marseilles’ 
have  failed  for  an  immense  sum,  estimated  from  10 
toll|  millions  of  francs.  They  were  engaged  in 
sugar  refining. 

Punishment  on  the  stock  exchange.  The 
London  board  of  brokers  punish  a defaulting  mem- 
ber by  the  suspension  of  a black  board  in  a conspi- 
cuouspartof  the  house,  on  which  their  names  are 
ohalked  at  full  length.  This  is  the  very  heaviest 
disgrace  which  any  member  can  possibly  experience 
as  it  inevitably  excludes  him  from  the  society  of 
honorable  and  respectable  indiyjduals. 

Bank  circueatjon.  The  whole  of  the  banks  in 
England  that  issue  their  own  notes  for  circulation 
have  to  make  weekly  returns  of  the  amount  of  their 
paper  afloat.  The  number  is  large.  During  the  last 
week  in  May  last,  the  National  Provincial  Bank  of 
England,  Birmingham,  had  $2,083,065  in  circulation- 
the  Somwietshire  Bank  $1,661,230;  the  Gloucester 
Banking  Co.  Gloucester  $750,425;  Gloucester  do.  do 
Cheltenham  $603,025;  East  Cornwall  Bank  $522  225 
Many  banks  circulate  fron  50  to  150,000  dMiars 


A number  of  new  banks  are  going  into  operation 
n the  state  of  N.  y.,  under  the  general  bauking  act. 

Thomas  J.  Marvin  has  established  a bank  at  Sa- 
rstega  Springs, —capital  $50,OQQ. 


Union  of  the  Pacific  and  the  Atlantic.  A new 
company  for  uniting  the  two  oceans  by  the  lake  of 
Nicaragua,  is  perhaps  on  the  eve  of  being  definitely 
constituted  in  Belgium.  The  Belgian  charge  des 
affairs  has  recently  left  Guatimala  for  Belgium,  bear- 
ing a project  of  agreement  in  virtue  of  which,  if  it 
is  approved,  the  Belgic  government  will  undertake 
the  opening  of  a road  of  communication  by  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Motagua  as  far  as  Gualan,  and  a 
railway  as  far  as  Guatimala,  which  will  commence 
to  be  opened  at  both  extremities  at  the  same  time, 
and  when  concluded,  a peage  (toll)  will  be  reco- 
vered for  the  indemnification  of  the  capital  which 
may  be  invested,  which,  as  has  been  calculated,  will 
not  be  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

New  York  canals.  Amount  of  lolls  received 
from  opening  of  navigation  to  22d  July,  1847,  being 
eighty-three  days  $1,654,450 

Being  an  increase  over  98  days  naviga- 
tion in  1846  to  same  date  of  502,049 

Steamroat  building.  Forty-sis  steamers  have 
been  built  and  registered  at  Cincinnati  from  tbu  1st 
of  January  to  the  1st  of  July,  1847. 

The  city  of  Buffalo.  'I'he  most  striking  ciia- 
racteristic  of  Buffalo  is  its  vast  commerce.  It  is 
literally  choked  up  with  shipping— with  sail  vessels, 
canal  and  steamboats.  One  would  suppose,  to  be- 
hold these,  that  there  were  enough  to  carry  off,  at 
one  load,  the  produce  of  the  fields  of  a whole  state: 
when,  in  fact,  there  are  not  enough  to  do  the  busi- 
ness required  of  them,  In  the  last  two  months  there 
have  arrived  at  Buffalo,  as  tables  show,  over  one 
naillion  of  barrels  of  flour,  two  millions  of  bushels 
of  wheat,  and  corn  in  amount  almost  beyond  calcu- 
lation. Riding  along  on  the  railroad,  1 saw  an  almost 
endless  line  of  canal  boats  taking  this  immense 
amount  of  produce  on  to  tide  water.  May  all  the 
starving  millions  soon  feel  the  relief  it  ought  to 
[Corr.  Boston  ^Itas. 


more  than  last  year’s  prices.  The  improvement  is 
probably  ov\  ing,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  efforts 
made  by  the  dealers  Iasi  year,  and  particularly  those 
engaged  in  exporting,  to  induce  the  farmers  and 
country  merchants  to  use  more  care  and  syttem  in 
washing,  assorting,  and  putting  up. 

The  superior  cleanliness  is  also  attributed  in  part 
to  the  cool  and  moist  weather  of  last  spring,  which 
it  IS  said  lessened  the  perspiration  of  the  sheep. — 
Last  year  there  was  much  complaint,  particularly 
by  worsted  manufacturers,  about  the  tenderness  ef 
the  wool,  the  fibres  of  which  broke  readily  in  Ihe 
middle.  This  was  attributed  to  poor  or  insufficient 
food  during  a part  of  the  winter,  at  which  the  fibres 
had  attained  half  their  length.  Whatever  the  rea- 
son was,  it  does  not  operate  now,  and  the  combing 
wools  are  remarkably  handsome  and  strong. 

Strawberry  trade.  The  Goshen  Whig  states 
that  the  dwellers  along  the  tine  of  the  Erie  railway 
have  received  $20,000  for  strawberries  sent  this  sea- 
son to  New  York.  The  whole  number  of  baskets 
of  this  fruit  sent  to  New  York  over  this  road  is 
602.649,  being  an  increase  of  212,223  baskets  over 
last  season,  or  about  54  per  cent.  The  value,  on  an 
average,  is  3*  cents  a basket;  the  quantity  6,277 
> 1. — >— oip.le-hl  260  tons. 


PRESIDENT  lA  L— 1 8 4 8. 


The  liberty  party.  The  Washington  " Union”  of 
the  26lh  says— “Mr.  Alvin  Stewart,  of  New  York 
the  chairman,  and  the  “national  commitlee  of  the* 
Liberty  party,”  have  concluded  to  hold  the  national 
nominating  convention,  (of  abolitionists),  at  Buffalo 
in  Ihe  State  of  New  York  on  the  20ih  of  October 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  as  their  notice 
runs,  “true  and  tried  men  as  their  candidates  for  the 
offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  they  are  first  in  the  field.” 


Stocks  of  cotton.  The  following  statemeni 
shows  the  stocks  of  cotton  at  the  following  places  a 
the  dates  annexed,  taken  from  a statement  prepai-ec 
for  the  New  York  Shipping  List: 

N.  Orleans,  July  10  120.792 


Mobile,  July  10 
Florida,  July  3 
Texas,  June  16 
Georgia,  June  16 
S.  Carolina,  July  17 
Virginia,  July  1 
N.  York,  July  29 

Total  bales 


69,755 

13,657 

189 

11,173 

41,005 

400 

116,598 

371.569 


241,609  barrels 
518,913  bushels 
441,779  do. 
53,532  do. 


Exports  of  floor,  from  New  York,  from  the  Is 
to  the  20th  July,  have  been; 

Flour 
Corn 
Wheat 

„ uo. 

Besides  oats  and  barley;  and  the  export  continue: 
unabated. 

The  entire  exports  from  the  port  of  Baliimore 
dunng  last  week,  to  different  foreign  ports,  mostly 
to  England,  Ireland,  and  the  West  Indies,  are  as  fol 
lows: 

, 17,855  barrels 

Corn  meal  3,575  jq. 

Wheat  15,918  bushels. 

the  receipts  of  flour  in  the  same  time  8,793  bbls. 
which  are  exceeded  by  the  exports  9,092  bbls. 

Mandioca  flour.  We  find  in  Ihe  London  Times 
the  following  account  of  the  introduction  of  a new 
article  of  focd:  “An  importation  of  114  bags  of  the 
article  recently  introduced  into  this  country  under 
the  title  of  Mandioca  flour  has  taken  place  from 

rernambuco,  the  produce  of  South  America.  By  a 
treasury  order  issued  a short  time  since,  on  Ihe  oc- 
casjon  of  ap  ipipoi’tation  from  iVlaranham,  the  arti- 
cle  was  declared  to  be  free  of  duty  as  an  arlicta  of 
food  until  the  1st  of  September  next.’’ 


Trenton  N.  J.  resolutions.  A public  meeting 
of  the  Democratic  Whigs  of  Trenton  was  bold  some- 
time since,  at  which  amongst  others,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted:  “ 

Resolved,  That  the  character  of  Gen.  'Pay lor  for 
plain  spoken  honesty,  assures  us  that  he  will  never 
disappoint  the  expectations  nor  betray  the  confidence 
of  his  countrymen;  that  his  past  political  course  is  a 
guarantee  of  the  soundness  of  his  principles;  and 
that  it  authorises  us  to  confide  in  his  fidelity  to  the 
protective  system,  and  his  opposition  to  the  aceuisi- 
tion  of  new  territories  wherewith  to  destroy  the  ba- 
lance of  the  old  union. 

The  next  and  last  resolution  declared  that  therefore 
Ihe  meeting  nominate  him  for  president. 

In  reply  {o  these  resolutions  Gen.  Taylor  thus  writes; 

Head  Q’rs  Army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  Mexico,  June  2\st,  1847. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  senti- 
ments of  high  gratification,  the  receipt  of  a copy  of 
the  resolution  recently  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the 
Democratic  Whigs  of  the  county  of  Mercer,  New 
Jersey. 

My  thanks  are  specially  due  to  my  friends  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  for  their  flattering  expressions 
of  approval  and  esteem,  and  whicli  I can  assure  them 
is  as  truly  reciprocated. 

I embrace  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  if  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  country  desire  to  place  me  ip  the  high  of- 
fice of  Chief  Magistracy,  I do  not  feel  myself  at  lib- 
erty to  refuse;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  that  position, 
as  well  as  one  more  humble,  it  will  ever  be  my  pride 
and  constant  endeavor  to  serve  the  country  with  all 
the  ability  I possess. 

Please  convey  these  my  thanks  and  brief  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  citigens  of  the  county  of  Mercer.  I 
wish  them  and  yourself  much  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness, With  great  respect,  I remain  your  obedient 
servant,  Z.  TAYLOR,  Maj.  Gen.  of  U.  S.  Army. 

Dr.  John  T,  Clarkk,  Sec’y  public  meeting  at  Tren- 
ton, N-  J, 


Hemp.  Notwithstanding  the  unprecedented  r, 
ceipts  of  this  great  (Missouri  staple  during  the  pn 
sent  year,  pretty  heavy  arrivals  continue.  Th 
Meteor,  down  last  evening  from  St.  Joseph,  brougt 
thirds  of  which  goes  ioimedialeiy  I 
the  Ohio  river.  [St.  Louis  Union,  July  16. 


Wool.  The  clip  this  season  throughout  the  coun- 
try IS  much  superior,  both  in  quantity  and  cleanli- 
ness, to  what  it  has  been  before,  and  is,  on  these 
accounts  alone,  worth  two  or  three  cents  a pound 


Gen.  Taylor  and  the  N.  Jersey  native  Ameri- 
cans. The  Union  of  the  27Ui  says— Gen.  Taylor 
has  not  yet  put  himself  in  the  custody  of  a commit- 
tee of  silence.  Such  a course  would  not  consist 
with  the  character  of  an  honest  soldier,  or  of  an  in? 
dependent  man.  No  wonder,  thereto!  e,  that  fresh 
letters  are  daily  coming  to  light.  We  have  one  be- 
fore U9  which  we  have  not  yet  published.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  answer  he  gave  to  the  call  of  “the 
National  Native  American  Convenlion”of  N.  Jersey; 

Headquarters,  army  of  oecstpation,  .^pril  28, 1847. 

Sir- Your  letter  under  date  of  the  16th  of  March, 
has  been  rfefired  To  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  1 
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am  disposed  to  accept  the  nomination  of  president  of 
the  United  States  if  tendered  to  me  from  the  National 
Natire  American  Convention,  I would  most  respect- 
fully reply,  and  with  full  appreciation  of  the  kind 
feeling  which  dictated  the  mention  of  my  name  in 
connesion  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  so  high  an 
office,  that  even  if  an  aspirant  for  the  presidential 
office,  (which  is  not  the  case),  I could  not,  while  the 
nation  is  involved  in  war,  and  while  my  duty  calls 
roe  to  take  part  in  the  operations  against  the  enemy, 
acknowledge  my  ambition  beyond  that  of  bestowing 
all  my  best  exertions  towards  obtaining  an  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Maj.  General  U-  S.  army. 

The  Washington  “Union”  on  inserting  the  above, 
remarks — “Between  the  letters  of  April  28th  and  of 
June  2Ist,  (two  months),  there  is  some  little  differ- 
ence of  tone  in  one  respect.  In  the  first  he  has  no 
ambition  but  to  terminate  our  differences  with  Mex- 
ico; and,  in  the  second,  he  consents  to  serve  his  coun- 
try as  chief  magistrate.” 

A NEW  PLAN  FOR  ELECTING  A PRESIDENT.  To  get  rid 
of  the  intervention  of  nominating  conventions  and  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  a resort  to  the  house  of  re- 

pr©«ontati*/«o,  »r>  wT 

a plan  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Senator  Ben  ton, 
which  he  considers  admirably  adapted  to  the  object 
in  view  as  well  as  easy  and  excellent  in  itself.  In 
his  recent  speech  at  Jeffjrson  he  thus  sets  it  forth: 

“He  had  long  since  made  known  his  opinion — a 
direct  vote  of  the  people,  and  no  intervention  of  in- 
termediate bodies  to  nominate  before  hand,  or  to  de- 
cide alternatively  afterwards,  was  his  plan.  A vote 
by  districts,  and  a second  election  between  the  two 
highest,  if  the  first  one  failed,  was  the  plain  and  ob- 
vious remedy.  A second  election  between  the  two 
highest  would  dispense  both  with  a nominating  con- 
vention, and  a contingent  resort  to  the  bouse  of  re- 
presentatives— no  matter  how  many  candidates  were 
in  the  first  election — if  any  one  obtained  a majority 
of  the  whole,  then  the  elective  principle  was  satisfi- 
ed— the  majority  to  govern — and  the  election  was 
finished:  if  no  one  obtained  such  a majority  then  the 
first  election  to  be  held  as  a nomination  of  the  two 
highest  by  the  people,  and  the  election  to  be  held 
over  again  between  those  two.  This  would  bring 
the  election  to  a speedy  conclusion,  and  without  a 
resort  to  intermediate  bodies — a national  convention, 
or  a house  of  representatives — each  daily  becoming 
less  acceptable  to  the  people.  He  wished  the  ne- 
cessary reforms  to  be  made  in  time;  the  constitution 
to  be  constitutionally  amended,  upon  foresight  and 
reason,  before  some  violent  shock  should  do  mis- 
chief to  the  house  of  representatives,  or  to  the  nomi- 
nating convention.  But  he  was  no  architect  of  ruin; 
he  did  not  pull  down  until  he  was  ready  to  build  up, 
he  did  not  quit  one  shelter,  though  defective,  until 
ready  to  enter  another.  The  two  intermediate  bodies 
which  stand  between  the  people  and  the  object  of 
their  choice — ihe  nominating  convention  and  the 
house  of  representatives — must  stand  as  they  are, 
though  at  the  great  risk  of  frustrating  the  popular 
choice,  and  bringing  on  a crisis — until  the  hard  les- 
son of  experience  shall  induce  the  people  to  super- 
cede them  by  safe  and  better  institutions.” 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


A whole  month  has  transpired  since  we  have  had 
any  direct  accounts  from  Gen.  Scott’s  division  of  the 
army.  Indirect  accounts  reaching  us  through  the  city 
of  Mexico,  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  General  has 
not  felt  himself  in  sufficient  force  to  advance  upon 
the  capital. 

We  have  no  distinct  account  as  yet  of  either  Gen. 
Cadwallader  or  Gen.  Pillow  having  joined  gen.  Soett. 
They  no  doubt  have  joined  him,  or  we  should  have 
beard  from  the  Mexicans  the  cause  that  prevented  it. 
After  they  join  him,  Gen.  Scott’s  force  will  fall 
considerably  below  10  000  (disposable)  men.  A rein- 
forcement was  preparing  to  march  from  Vera  Cruz 
when  the  last  accounts  left  that  city,  (July  9)  com- 
prising about  3,000  men,  accompanied  by  two  eom- 
panics  of  dragoons,  (one  of  them  Capt.  Duperu’sj 
two  companies  of  artillery  with  six  pieces,  six  com- 
panies of  voltigueurs,  and  500  marines,  forming  in  the 
whole  about  4,000  men.  So  writes  a member  of 
Captain  Duperu’s  company  to  the  N.  Orleans  Times. 
Gen.  Pierce,  who  was  in  command  of  this  division, 
was  ill  with  fever.  The  letter  slates  that  the  health 
of  Vera  Cruz  is  far  Irora  being  good.  The  yellow 
fever  was  making  some  ravages,  and  together  with 
the  dysentery,  was  carrying  off  a considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  every  day. 

Whilst  Gen.  Scott  is  wailing  for  reinforcements, 
the  Mexicans  arc  diverted  from  measures  for  defence.' 


by  propositions  from  Mr.  Trist  through  the  agency  of 
the  British  minister  at  Mexico. 

Meantime  a general  assortment  of  l uiiiers  are  kept 
afloat  here,  calculated  ta  tantalize  (he  community. 
Yesterday  we  had  one  which  staled  that  Gen.  Seotl 
had  arrived  within  twenty  five  miles  of  Mexico,  and 
ascertained  the  enemy  to  be  in  such  formidable  force, 
that  he  commenced  a retrogade.  The  day  before 
yesterday  we  had  a rumor,  far  more  probable,  de- 
rived from  the  N.  Orleans  Times,  that  the  Mexican 
congress  had  rejected  the  preferred  negotiation, 
unless  the  invading  forces  were  withdrawn. 

The  Washington  Union  insetted  an  article  a few 
days  since,  which  implied  that  if  General  Scott  had 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  for- 
warded the  propositions  for  peace  with  which  Mr. 
Trist  was  charged,  we  should  ere  this,  have  had  a 
treaty. 

To  this  it  has  been  replied,  that  the  battle  was 
fought  on  the  18th  of  April,  thirty  days  before  Mr. 
Trist  reached  Gen.  Scott’s  headquarters.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan’s letter  to  the  Mexican  secretary  of  slate, 
of  which  Mr.  Trist  was  bearer,  is  dated  at  Wash- 
ington, April  15th.  The  Mexican  minister’s  answer 
is  dated  Mexico,  June  22d.  Time  was  occupied  no 
d -ubt,  in  correspondence  between  Mr.  Tiistand  Mr. 
Bankhead,  the  British  minister,  in  arranging  the  in- 
sals’  ultimately  found  their  way  to  tlie  Mexican  se- 
cretary of  foreign  affairs. 

The  “Union”  in  an  explaantory  article,  admits 
that  the  propositions  could  not  have  followed  imme- 
diately after  the  battle, but  again  implies  a censurable 
delay.  By  the  way,  the  Union  and  one  of  the  New 
York  journale  are  at  direct  issue  as  to  the  facts  in 
the  alledged  misunderstanding  between  Gen.  Scott 
and  Mr.  Trist.  The  former  asserts  positively  that 
he  speaks  from  the  record. 

An  anxious,  feverish  suspense  is  now  felt  to  know 
whether  the  war  is  to  be  terminated  or  continued  to 
an  indefinite  period. 

Gen.  Taylor’s  movements,  &c.  A letter  from 
Adjutant  A.  W.  Armstrong,  dated  Monterey,  June 
I8th,  is  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

“General  Taylor  informs  me  that  he  has  now  less 
than  3 000  under  his  command,  including  those  at 
this  point  and  at  Saltillo;  but  it  is  his  intention  to 
move  forward  towards  San  Luis  Polosi  as  soon  as 
practicable;  and  he  also  positively  assures  me  that 
he  will  return  to  the  stales  in  September  next,  whe- 
ther there  is  a treaty  concluded  by  that  lime  or  not.” 

LETTER  FROM  SEN.  TATLOR. 

From  Ihe  Mu>  Orleans  Picayune,  of  July  15. 

Our  readers  may  recollect  that  some  lime  since 
our  correspondent  at  Saltillo  informed  us  of  a great 
excitement  occasioned  there  by  the  arrival  of  tvvo 
Mexican  officers  from  San  Iiuis  with  despatches 
from  General  Taylor.  They  were  supposed  to  be 
propositions  for  peace,  but  turned  out  to  be  solemn 
inquiries  whether  it  was  the  general’s  intention  “to 
conduct  the  war  according  to  the  manner  adopted 
by  the  Camanches.”  The  wrath  of  General  Taylor 
at  this  preposterous  insolence  of  the  Mexicans  was 
described  as  ludicrous,  but  we  have  never  seen  his 
reply  till  now.  In  the  Mexican  papers  lately  re- 
ceived the  whole  correspondence  is  given  in  Span- 
ish. The  letter  to  General  Taylor  was  from  Gene 
ral  Mora  y Villamil,  and  dated  the  10th  May.  The 
letter  is  long  and  we  have  no  idea  of  translating  it, 
and  the  impudence  of  it  was  not  a whit  exaggerated 
by  our  correspondent.  The  nature  of  it  will  be  suf- 
ficiently disclosed  by  General  Taylor’s  reply,  which 
we  translate,  although  we  feel  what  injustice  his 
terse  and  elegant  style  will  suffer  by  the  double 
translation. 

The  letter  is  said  to  be  dated 

Headquarters  near  Monterey, 

May  19,  1847. 

Sir:  I received  yesterday  your  communication  of 
ihe  10th  instant,  which  informs  me  that  you  are  in- 
structed by  the  President  Substitute  of  the  Republic 
to  address  me,  with  a view  to  demand  from  me  a 
categorical  reply— “whether  my  wishes  and  my 
instiuclions  are  to  prosecute  ibe  war  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws  of  nations  and  as  war  is  conduct- 
ed by  civilized  countries,  or  as  barbarous  tribes 
carry  it  on  among  themselves,  it  being  understood 
that  Mexico  is  disposed  and  resolved  to  accept  the 
manner  which  is  proposed  or  carried  out,  and  awaits 
the  result  in  order  to  dictate  its  measures  accord- 

iogly.’* 

11  these  instructions  were  not  communicated  tome 
through  an  authority  so  highly  respectable  as  your- 
self, I should  refuse  to  believe  they  emanated  from 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  containing  as  in 
fact  they  do  contain  in  my  judgment,  an  implied  but 
not  less  deliberate  insult  towards  me  and  towards 


the  government  which  I have  the  honor  to  represent. 
Viewing  them  in  this  light,  I shall  decline  giving  the 
categorical  reply  which  is  demanded  of  me,  which  I 
do  with  the  respect  due  to  his  excellency  the  presi- 
dent. ^ ^ 

As  you  have  thought  fit  to  communicate  to  me  the 
Instructions  of  your  government  at  some  length  upon 
he  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  carried  on 
upon  my  part,  I improve  (his  opportunity  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  the  subject. 

The  outrages  to  which  especial  reference  is  made 
came  to  my  knowledge  after  they  had  been  perpe- 
trated, and  1 can  assure  you  that  neither  yourself  nor 
the  president  of  the  republic,  can  have  felt  deeper 
pain  than  that  which  I felt  on  the  occasion.  All  the 
means  at  my  disposal  within  the  limits  of  our  laws 
were  employed,  but  in  the  greater  number  of  cases 

fruitlessly,  to  identify  and  punish  the  delinquents. 

1 Cannot  suppose  that  you  have  been  so  ill  inform- 
ed as  to  believe  that  such  atrocities  were  commit- 
ted by  my  connivance,  order,  or  consent,  or  that 
they  by  themselves  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  war  has  been  prosecuted  in  this  part 
of  Mexico.  They  were  in  truth  unfortunate  excep- 
tions, caused  by  circumstances  which  I could  not 
control. 

It  appears  to  me  in  point  to  inform  vou  th„at  fmm 
territory  of  Mexico  it  has  suffered  individually  the 
loss  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  assassi- 
nated by  Mexicans,  sometimes  almost  in  sight  of 
their  own  camp.  An  outrage  of  this  character  pre- 
ceded the  melancholy  affair  at  Cantana.  1 do  net 
mention  these  truths  with  the  view  of  justifying  in 
any  manner  the  practice  of  retaliation,  because  my 
government  is  sufficiently  civilized  to  make  a dis- 
tinction between  the  lawless  acts  of  individuals  and 
the  general  policy  which  governs  the  operations  of 
an  enemy;  but  you  have  endeavored  to  make  a 
comparison  between  our  respective  governments 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  they  conduct  the 
war,  which  I cannot  pass  without  remark,  la 
this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  Mexican  troops  have  given  to  the  world  the 
example  of  killing  the  wounded  upon  the  field  of 
battle. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I find  myself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  addressing  you  in  a manner  to  wbioh  I am 
little  accustomed;  but  I have  been  provoked  to  do  so 
by  the  object  and  the  manner  of  yotir  communica- 
tion, which  is  objectionable,  in  my  estimation,  as 
well  in  its  insinuation  as  in  its  tone.  With  respect  to 
the  implied  threat  of  retaliation,  I beg  you  to  under- 
stand that  I hold  it  at  its  true  worth,  and  that  1 am 
at  all  times  prepared  to  act  accordingly,  whatever 
may  be  the  policy  or  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war 
which  the  Mexican  government  or  its  generals  may 
think  it  proper  to  adopt.  1 am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 
your  obedient  servant. 

As  you  have  adverted  to  the  requisition  which  I 
have  made  upon  the  people  of  these  states  to  make 
indemnity  for  the  losses  incurred  by  the  destruction 
of  one  of  our  trains,  1 take  the  liberty  of  informing 
you  that  this  was  not  the  act  of  the  Mexican  troops 
exclusively,  but  that  the  rancheros  of  the  country 
were  chiefly  concerned  in  il;  and  that  the  subsequent 
assassination  and  mutilation  of  the  unarmed  team- 
sters were  marked  by  an  atrocious  barbarity  unequal- 
led in  the  present  war. 


THIS  WAR  AND  ITS  GENERALS. 

I do  not  propose,  Messrs.  Editors,  to  favor  or  to 
trouble  you  with  a critique  (as  you  might  infer  from 
my  caption)  upon  a new  work  lately  announced,  and 
which  has  no  doubt  been  suggested  by  the  success 
of  Mr.  Headley’s  works,  and  of  “Taylor  and  his 
generals,”  rather  than  by  that  of  those  heroes  of  a 
day  whose  deeds  are  about  to  be  commemorated,  in 
the  forthcoming  work  alluded  to,  styled  “Polk  and 
his  Martials.” 

However  inviting  a theme,  the  martial  renown  of 
Generals  Polk,  Cushing,  and  Pillow  and  “Lieuten- 
ant General”  Benton  may  be,  I must  leave  it  to  the 
Louisville  Journal  and  the  American  Punch.  Of 
these  four  worthies,  only  one  has  given  any  evidence 
of  his  merits,  and  this  has  involved  him  in  a dispute, 
which,  however  decided,  cannot  but  tarnish  his  lau- 
rels. 1 suppose  that  his  abilities  were  not  very  erro- 
neously described,  when  the  editor  of  the  Louisville 
Journal  said  that  Gen.  Pillow  was  only  a liillejoJIer 
than  Gen.  “Cushing.”  The  latter  unfortu.iately  has 
shown  his  prowess  by  breaking  his  own  leg,  instead 
of  those  of  the  enemy. 

But  to  be  serious: — What  1 wished  to  say  was  this, 
whatever  animadversions  are  made  upon  the  admin- 
istration in  reference  to  the  Mexican  war,  however 
true  and  well  timed  they  may  be,  are  attributed  to 
federalism,  party  spirit,  and  the  like,  and  supposed 
to  be  adequately  answered  by  the  the  charge  of  “giv» 
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aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.”  " 

Tolce  that  speahs  not  from  the  F^ent  aspect  of  our 
affairs  —that  belongs  to  no  party,— tnat  utters  on  J 
the  warnings  of  the  past  for  the  f 
sent  —the  voice  of  impartial  history, 
its  lessons  be  ascribed,  should  they  be  found  applica- 
ble to  the  existing  condition  of  our  affairK 
b«n  at  war  before,  and  events  then  have  left  their 


i.  forth  bv  a review  of  the  I A.  Scott,  Robert  S.  Cockrill,  John  Swigert.  and 

servation  an^cUon,-  Win.  Russell.  The  last  named  belonged  to  the  Ar- 

of  such  men  .s  Gage,  How  e,  and  | ^ regiments  from 

Kentucky. 


teachings  behind  them.  v-  hirh  lies 

A few  of  these  may  be  found  in  a ''^^ich  h 

before  me,-written  before  Se 

have  no  reference  to  any_  immediate  purpose  to^ 

subserved: 


It  is  “Lee’s  Memoirs  of  lb® 
arv  w ar  in  the  southern  department  of  the  U.  &. 
a work  of  considerable  ability  and  great  fairness  and 

minds.”  says  the  author,  J'® 

culty,  resort  to  cunning,  miscalling  it 

auality  seems  to  have  been  predominant  ‘be  Ca 
binet  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  alike  conspimi' 
ous  in  its  efforts  to  coerce  and  its  proffers  to  conci 

Rate.”*  . . 

"What  quality  predominated  in  our  cabinet  when 
the  miserable  cunning  was 

Santa  Anna  into  Mexico,  in  hopes  that  he  would 
prove  traitor  to  bis  country?  Or  what,  in  the  pr®ff®‘ 
Sfii,.mwx}i<rfVo!r.^vt.}'wi.JMAv^of.-in.-  Uie.variouB  pro 
church  property?  Or  what,  in  the  various  arrange- 
ments for  “conquering  a peace”  by  force  of  arms?— 
The  field  of  discussion  is  wide  and  inviting,  but  1 
shall  only  briefly  survey  it. 

But  again,  it  Col.  Lee  had  been  announcing  the 
appointments  and  promotions  in  our  army,  or  de- 
scribing the  various  efforts  to  put  Thomas  H.  Ben- 
ton, over  it  and  its  veteran  officers,  or  giving  an  ac- 
count tor  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  how  could  he 
have  closod  more  appropriately  than  in  the  following 
language? 

“Thus  it  is,”  says  he,  “that  the  lives  of  brave  men 
ar®  exposed,  and  the  public  interest  sacrificed.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  such  severe  admonitions,  rarely 
does  government  honor  with  its  confidence  the  man 
•whose  merit  is  his  sole  title  to  preference:  the  weight 
of  powerful  connexions,  or  the  arts  of  intriguing 
courtiers  too  often  bear  down  unsupported  through 
transcendant  worth.”f 

And  how  often  has  this  war  changed  its  face? — 
First,  volunteers  for  six  months— then,  for  twelve, 
and  many  ardent  ones  offended  by  a violation  of  the 
Urms  of  their  enlistment;  now  they  are  called  for 
the  whole  war.  This  should  have  been  done  soon- 
oi<  Here  comes  in  the  wise  voice  of  the  “Father 


career 

British  generals  bred  and  inured  to  arms, 
that  few  disasters  have  befallen  our  arms,  but  their 
splendid  sucre.'ses  have  been  achieved  by  those 
whf  m tlie  admin'Slialion  endeavored  to  supplanland 
disiionor. 

May  its  unworthy  favorites  never  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  verifying  the  evils  of  a system  which  has 
called  them  to  such  responsible  stations- — a system 
so  unjust,  impolitic,  and  imbecile,  that  it  requires 
no  disasters  to  cover  it  with  opprobrium. 

SUUM  CLIQUE. 

[Richmond  Whig. 

•EN.  tatlor’s  column. 
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of  his  Country;”  and  how  forcibly  has  the  immoral 
hero  of  Buena  Vista,— as  his  troops  have  daily  melt- 
ed away  from  him,  leaving  him  on  the  borders  of 
Mexico’s  sultry  deserts  with  a handful  o(  men — felt 
the  truth  of  Washington’s  sentiments  and  the  strength 
of  his  apposite  and  original  figure.  Washington, 
writing  to  George  Mason,  of  Virginia,  October  22, 
1781  says:  “We  must  have  a permanent  force;  not 
a force  that  is  continually  fluctuating,  and  sliding 
from  us,  as  a pedestal  of  ice  would  leave  a statue  in  a 
summer's  day;  involving  us  in  expense  that  baffles  all 
calculation.”t  Such  expense  will  be  the  sad  result 
of  this  mismanaged  war. 

President  Jefferson  is  tbe  political  stock  from 
which  the  modern  democratic  party  claim  to  have 
descended.  Yet,  this  administration  have  set  at 
nought  one  of  his  best  examples.^  When  Governor 
of  Virginia,  he  adopted  a system  by  which  “Conti- 
nental officers  were  substituted,  in  the  higher  com- 
mands, for  those  of  the  militia;  which  although  not 
very  well  relished  by  those  who  retired,  was  highly 
grateful  to  the  soldiers;  who  perceiving  the  perils 
before  them,  rejoiced  in  being  led  by  tried  and  ex- 
perienced men.”|l  President  Polk  has  not  only  dis- 
regarded this  system  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  reversed 
it_by  which  the  soldiers  are  led  by  untried  and  in- 
experienced civilians,  suddenly  elevated  from  mer- 
ited mediocrity  over  the  heads  of  scientific,  expe- 
rienced and  able  generals.  Should  any  thing  take 
General  Scott  now  from  bis  command,  Gen.  Pillow, 
late  of  the  Tennessee  militia,  new  under  the  serious 
imputations  of  Colonel  Haskell  and  others,  would 
command  the  whole  army  in  Mexico!!  Far,  far 
belter  had  the  door  keeper  of  the  White  House 
presided  over  the  levees  of  the  East  room,  or  the 
merest  pettifogger  be  chief  justice  of  the  U.  Stales. 
Wow,  may  doctors  suddenly  turn  judges;  carpenters, 
saddlers;  and  cabinet  makers,  statesmen,  and  philo- 

^^'once  more  to  history  and  I am  done: — “When 
presidents,  kings,  or  emperors  confide  armies  to  sol- 
diers of  common  minds,  they  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
prised at  the  disasters  which  follow.’ "IT  This  ob- 

♦Vftl  1.  D.  65. 
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ORDER NO 

Headquarters,  Army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  near  Monterey,  June  ITlh,  1847. 

I.  Malamoros  and  the  posts,  camps,  and  depart- 
ments below  that  city,  to  Brazos  Santiago  inclusive, 
will  constitute  a military  district,  known  as  the 
“Lower  Rio  Grande,”  under  the  command  ofColo- 
Wm.  Davenport,  U.  S.  A.,  whose  headquarters  will 
be  established  in  Mataraoros. 

II.  Camargo  and  its  dependencies,  from  Reynoso 
tnfT’oiqleP  liw’GYJflotJ^UiidW’ffi'i'comrnancl’of'Srig^ 
Gen.  Hopping. 

III.  With  a view  to  perfect  the  instruction  and 
discipline  of  the  troops,  “regular  and  volunteer,”  or- 
dered to  this  column,  and  at  the  same  time  secure 
their  health,  a camp  of  instruction  will  be  establish- 
ed by  Brig.  Gen.  Hopping,  at  some  healthy  position 
near  the  town  of  Meir. 

The  3d  dragoons  (five  companies,)  and  the  10th, 
13th,  and  16lh  regiments  of  infantry,  will  be  con- 
centrated at  that  camp  as  scon  as  practicable. 

JV.  The  3(1  dragrooos  and  14lh  infantry  may  oc- 
cupy that  camp  without  delay.  Also  the  16th  in- 
fantry, except  such  portions  (say  four  companies,) 
as  Brigadier  General  Hopping  may  deem  suffi- 
cient to  hold  Camargo.  General  Hopping  will 
establish  his  headquarters  at  the  camp  of  instruc- 
tion. 

V.  Of  the  numerous  regiments  and  battalions  of 
volunteers  destined  for  this  line,  it  is  supposed  that 
the  Illinois  regiment  has  already  arrived,  or  will  be 
the  first  to  arrive  at  the  Brazos,  under  the  direction 
of  Colonel  Davenport;  it  will  relieve  the  1st  .nfan- 
try  at  Malamoros,  w here  the  latter  corps,  without 
delay,  will  join  the  headquaiters  of  its  brigade  at  the 
camp  of  instruction.  All  other  volunteer  troops,  as 
they  land  at  the  Brazos,  will  be  ordered  forward  by 
Col.  Davenport  to  that  camp,  except  one  of  two 
companies  of  volunteer  horse,  which  he  is  authoris- 
ed to  retain  at  Malamoros,  if  he  deem  their  services 
necessary  at  that  place.  An  exception  will  be  made 
of  companies  from  Virginia  or  Worth  Carolina, 
which,  as  they  arrive,  will  be  ordered,  without  de- 
lay, to  Saltillo. 

VI.  As  soon  as  the  camp  of  instruction  shall  be 
established.  Colonel  Belknap  will  be  relieved  in  the 
command  at  Camargo  and  in  his  capacity  of  inspector 
general,  attached  to  the  headquarters  staff,  will  su- 
perintend the  police  discipline  and  instruction  of 
the  troops  coiieenlrated  at  that  camp.  He  will  re- 
port for  lhai  duly  to  Brig.  Gen.  Hopping,  and  by 
letter  to  headquarters  on  all  subjects  connected  with 
his  duly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  TAYLOR. 

W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  Act.  Adj.  Gen. 


The  Picayune  gives  the  following  account  of  their 
escape. 

They  left  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  5lh  of  June, 
with  other  prisoners,  it  being  understood  that  their 
destination  was  Tampico.  They  inarched  with  a 
small  escort  in  charge  of  a colonel  and  two  or  three 
other  officers.  On  the  17lh  they  reached  Huejutla, 
where  they  were  turned  over  as  prisoners  to  Gene- 
ral Garay,  in  command  of  that  town,  where  several 
hundred  troops  were  stationed.  The  pri-^oners  were 
treated  with  some  consideration  by  Gen.  Garay,  and 
much  more  kindness  than  they  bad  before  met  with. 
They  were  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no  orders 
to  dispose  of  them,  and  although  he  presumed  it  was 
the  purpose  of  the  government  to  send  them  on  to 
Tampico  he  had  no  instructions  to  that  effect.  The 
prisoners  were  furnished  with  twenty  five  cents  each 
daily  for  their  expenses.  This  money  Gen.  Garay 
appears  to  have  raised  by  contributions  among  the 
town’s  people.  After  waiting  here  some  days,  seeing 
no  prospect  of  release,  and  fearing  lest  events  at  the 
capital  might  induce  the  government  to  change  its 
intention  of  f<  rvvarding  them  to  Tampico,  they  de- 
lormined  to  effect  their  escape.  Ttiey  attempted  this 
in  small  parties  oi  nve  ar  one  time,  two  at  anoiiier, 
and  five  at  another.  Seven  in  all  lefton  the  27th. — 
The  first  five  were  ail  retaken  and  carried  back  to 
Huejutla,  but  one  of  them  again  escaped  and  with 
the  other  seven  reached  Tampico.  They  marched 
principally  by  night  and  weie  from  four  to  six  or 
seven  days  on  the  route. 

After  their  arrival  at  Tampico,  news  reached 
there  by  a Mexican  that  about  thirty  of  the  men  had 
also  attemped  to  escape,  that  twenty-five  of  theta 
bad  been  retaken,  and  three  others  shot  in  the  pur- 
suit. These  were  the  rsporls  in  Tampico,  but  our 
informant  does  not  place  implicit  confidence  in  them. 
He  has  little  ex[>eclation  that  Col.  De  Russj’s  expe- 
dition will  prove  of  any  avail  in  procuring  the  re- 
lease of  the  other  prisoners.  He  thinks  it  certainly 
will  tail,  if  the  intention  be  to  rescue  the  men  by 
force.  The  movement  of  the  colonel  will  inevitably 
be  reported  to  Gen.  Garay  in  advance,  and  if  he  does 
not  feel  himself  strong  enough  to  receive  an  attack, 
he  can  very  readily  send  off  the  prisoners  further 
into  the  interior. 

The  fate  of  these  men  is  greatly  to  be  leplored, 
and  we  cannot  but  think  there  has  been  remissness 
on  the  part  of  Gen.  Scott  in  not  obtaining  their  re- 
lease. With  a number  of  Mexican  officers  incur 
power,  we  would  have  brought  that  government  to  a 
sense  of  its  obligations  to  our  prisoners,  by  hanging 
up  some  of  their  own  to  the  first  tree. 


JMemorandu7n  of  volunteers  destined  for  the  column  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Gen.  Taylor, 
ffow  in  advance  of  Camargo  attd  at  that  point: — 1 
regiment  from  Mississippi,  10;  I do.  from  Virginia, 
13;  1 do.  from  N.  Carolina,  9;  1 do.  from  Massachu- 
setts, 10;  1 battalion  (horse)  from  Texas. 

Yet  to  arrive— destined  for  Saltillo. — 2 companies 
from  Virginia;  1 do.  from  North  Carolina. 

Yel  to  vrrive — 1 regiment  from  Illinois;  1 do.  from 
Indiana;  1 do.  from  Ohio;  1 battalion  (5  companies) 
from  New  Jersey;  1 do.  from  D.  C.  and  N.  Carolina; 
1 do.  from  Alabama;  1.  company  foot  from  Florida; 
4 companies  horse  from  Illinois,  Arkansas,  Ohio, 
and  Alabama. 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS,  Ass’i  Adj’i  Gen. 
Headquarters,  near  Monterey,  June  16,  1847. 


ESCAPE  OF  EIGHT  AMERICAN  PRISONERS— THEIR  AR- 
RIVAL IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  schooner  Home,  Captain  Kinney,  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  15th  from  Tampico,  bringing 
over  eight  of  the  American  prisoners  w ho  hare  been 
so  long  and  so  unjustly  detained  in  Mexico.  The 
names  of  these  men  are  A.  W.  Holenian,  W.  P. 
De  Normandie,  William  Funk,  John  Thomas,  John 


The  Virginia  Volunteers  in  Mexico. — A recent 
letter  from  the  editor  ot  the  Staunton  (Va.)  Specta- 
tor, who  commands  one  of  the  companies  of  the 
Virginia  regiment  of  volunteers  at  Buena  Vista, 
stales  that  there  was  a good  deal  of  sickness  among 
his  men.  his  report  on  the  morning  of  the  date  of 
his  letter  (the  15th  June)  told  a melancholy  tale — 
twenty-nine  on  the  sick  list,  and  but  two  officers, 
seven  non-commissioned  officers,  and  thirty-one  men 
fit  for  duly.  In  speaking  of  this  fact  he  says: 

“It  Ls  deeply  painful  to  me  to  look  upon  my  thin- 
ned ranks.  When  we  arrived  in  Mexico,  not  yet 
four  months  ago,  we  mustered  eighty  strong — now 
we  are  the  mere  skeleton  of  a company.  But  few 
of  our  number  as  yet  have  died,  but  many  have  be- 
come disabled  by  sickness,  and  either  have  been 
or  will  be  discharged.  As  to  our  sickness  here, 
I do  not  know  how  to  account  for  it.  The  climate 
is  pretty  much  like  our  own,  and  the  water  excel- 
lent.” 

He  refrains  from  mentioning  the  names  of  the 
sick,  (thinking  it  probable  that  many  of  them  will 
recover  in  a short  lime,)  to  avoid  giving  undue  alarm 
or  uneasiness  to  tbeir  friends.  In  a postscript  to  the 
same  letter,  dated  at  Saltillo,  June  20,  to  which 
place  his  company  liad  been  unexpectedly  ordered 
in  consequence  of  a representation  from  the  Ameri- 
can governor  that  a greater  force  was  needed  there, 
he  states  that  the  health  of  his  men  had  somewhat 
improved,  and  that  three  officers,  seven  non  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  thirty-eight  men  were  reported 
as  fit  for  duty,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sick,  with 
few  exceptions,  were  getting  better. 

From  Tabasco. — The  editors  of  the  N.  Orleans 
Times  have  been  favored  with  tbe  following  extract 
of  a letter,  dated, 

“Tobasco,  June  30,  1847. 

“We  have  been  far  from  tranquil  ever  since  the 
departure  of  Commodore  Perry;  small  parties  of  n.en 
having  entered  the  town  at  night  and  fired  upon  the 
sentries. 
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“Thi*  has  led  to  the  burning,  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, of  about  two  hundred  houses  at  the  back  and 
south  end  of  the  city,  by  order  of  our  governor  and 
military  commander.  Yesterday  reinforcements  of 
about  110  marines  and  sailors  were  sent  up  by  Com- 
modore Perry  from  the  bar,  and  this  morning  about 
250  ni,en  have  gone  out  to  try  and  meet  some  of  the 
Mexican  forces  that  are  in  this  neigborhood,  and 
drive  them  away. 

“The  city  remains  deserted,  and  no  business  at  all 
doing;  not  a single  shop  in  the  place  being  opened, 
and  all  our  usual  supplies  from  the  ueighborhood 
suspended.  We  understand  Com.  Perry  has  declared 
his  intention  to  retain  possession  of  this  city  unless 
he  receives  orders  to  the  contrary  from  the  govern- 
ment in  Washington. 

''July  1. — The  result  of  the  expedition  yesterday 
appears  to  have  been  in  favor  of  the  Americans, 
but  with  a loss  of  two  men  killed  in  ambush  and 
four  wounded.  The  Mexican  force  waited  for 
them  in  ambush  at  Tamulte,  but  after  about  twenty 
minutes’  hring  retired — it  is  not  yet  known  with 
what  loss. 

FROM  THE  BRXSOS. 

From  the  Orleans  Bulletin,  July  20. 

The  steamer  Mary  fCingslaiid  arrived 
from  the  Urasos,  which  place  she  left  on  the  13th, 
but  brings  no  intelligence  of  interest. 

There  were  various  reports  of  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy  being  about  to  attack  the  posts  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  they  obtained  but  little  credit. 

We  learn  from  Capt.  Davis,  of  the  steamship,  that 
the  steamer  Rough  and  Ready,  with  troops  on  board, 
bad  started  for  Mier,  where  a Camp  of  Instruction 
has  been  formed,  under  General  Hopping  and  Col. 
Belknap. 

It  was  rumored  at  Brasos,  when  Capt.  Davis  left, 
that  Gen.  Urrea,  with  a force  of  3,000  men,  was 
about  making  a descent  on  Reynosa.  One  company, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  new  regiments,  on  their  way 
to  Camp  Instruction,  had  been  landed  at  Reynosa, 
and  the  quartermaster  was  making  every  preparation 
to  defend  the  place. 

Several  bodies  of  Mexicans  had  been  seen  on  the 
river  lately,  and  it  is  supposed  that  Urrea’s  object 
was  to  attack  some  of  the  depots  of  wagon  liains 
between  Camargo  and  Monterey. 

A gang  of  desperadoes,  commanded  by  a man  of 
the  name  of  King,  composed  of  Mexicans  and  others 
bad  been  near  the  Brasos.  Some  of  them  bad  been 
. taken  prisoners — the  balance  of  them  were  dispers- 
ed, and  the  rancho  burnt  to  the  ground. 

The  tenth  regiment,  stationed  at  Matamoroa,  is 
highly  spoken  of  for  its  discipline.  It  is  command- 
ed by  Col.  Temple,  an  accomplished  officer.  The 
regiment  is  composed  of  men  from  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  New  Jersey. 

AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN  MEXICO. 

Frim  the  J^ew  Orleans  Picayune  of  July  20. 

We  have  been  allowed  the  use  of  a letter  from 
Lieut.  Barbour,  of  the  1st  regiment  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, who  is  now  a prisoner  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  he  was  taken  prisoner 
when  in  command  of  the  escort  of  a train  cut  to 
pieces  by  the  Mexicans.  After  the  publication  of  the 
paragraph  in  Ibis  paper  which  elicited  the  letter,  in 
telligence  was  received  of  Lieut.  Barbour’s  fate,  and 
published,  yet  the  letter  is  interesting  for  some  of  its 
details,  and  we  give  it,  omitting  paragraphs  of  a 
private  nature. 

City  of  Mexico,  June  29t/i,  1847. 
Dear  Sir:  1 was  surprised  on  receiving  a number 
of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  5th  instant,  to 
find  that  nothing  was  known  of  me  and  my  com' 
mand  since  our  capture  on  the  24lb  of  February 
last.  A correspondent  of  the  Picayune  supposes 
that  we  were  murdered  and  the  editor  concurs  with 
him  ic  opinion.  1 had  written  repeatedly  and  bad 
confidently  hoped  that  some  of  my  letters  had  reach 
ed  their  destination;  indeed,  1 was  very  certain  that 
my  friends  in  Monterey  had  received  inlelligence  of 
us.  1 regret  this  the  more,  as  it  has  doubtless  caus- 
ed my  family  and  friends  much  unnecessary  uneasi- 
ness. 

On  the  4lh  of  this  month  190  of  our  prisoners 
(among  whom  were  Charles  and  John  Swigert)  left 
the  Castle  of  Santiago  in  this  ciiy  for  Tampico, 
where  we  were  told  they  were  to  be  released,  but  it 
is  with  regret  that  we  learn  through  the  city  papers 
here  that  they  were  stopped  at  an  Indian  village  150 
miles  from  this  by  order  of  Gan.  Santa  Anna  and 
that  they -were  starving.  Gen.  Garay,  who  has  them 
in  charge,  writes  to  the  government  here  that  he 
cannot  obtain  provisions,  &c.  I refer  you  to  the  pa 
per  El  Republicano,  which  1 send  you. 

We  have  suifered  great  hardships,  parti;:ularly  the 
men.  They  have  been  in  a state  of  nakedness,  fam 


ine,  and  disease  for  the  last  five  months,  and  many 
of  them  would  have  died  had  it  not  been  for  the  fo- 
reigners here  through  whom  aid  was  given  them.-— 
We  have  been  on  our  parole  since  the  20th  of  April 
last,  and  this  city  is  assigned  us  as  oar  chartel.  The 
government  has  paid  us  during  part  of  this  time  four 
rials  (50  cents)  per  diem,  and  they  charge  us  the 
same  to  obtain  it;  so  in  fact  we  get  nothing.  B it  we 
have  not  been  in  want,  for  mercantile  ho  ises  here 
are  willing  to  supply  us  with  whatever  fun  is  we 
want. 

It  is  known  officially  to  us  that  Majors  Gaines  and 
Borland,  Capts.  Clay,  Heady,  and  Danley,  Lieuts. 
Churchill  and  Davidson  were  agreed  to  be  exchang- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Angostura.  Capt.  Smith  quarter- 
master, Midshipman  Rogers,  of  the  navy,  and  myself 
were  not  provided  for.  But  this  government,  or  ra- 
ther Santa  Anna,  has  no  idea  of  releasing  any  of  us. 
It  is  his  wish  to  send  us  to  Acapulio  on  the  Pacific. 
The  most  rigid  and  compulsory  measures  on  the  part 
of  our  government  will  [alone]  do  us  any  good.— 
[There  is  evidently  a word  wanting  in  this  sentence 
in  the  original,  and  we  have  ventured  to  supply  it. — 

It  is  but  a conjecture.] 

As  1 send  this  by  the  British  courier,  thence  by  the 
packet  via  Havana  to  New  Orleans,  I cannot  men- 
tion any  news  of  a local  or  military  character,  as  it 

your  friend  and  servant,  

^ WM.  T.  BARBOUR. 

SANTA  F E . 

A mail  from  Santa  Fe  was  brought  to  St.  Louis 
on  th«  16lh,  containing  some  interesting  information. 
The  latest  dales  are  to  the  27th  of  May,  the  time 
at  which  Mr.  Murphy,  Col.  Russell  and  others  left 

Santa  Fe. 

One  of  the  letters  which  the  Republican  has  seen, 
states  that  there  were  instructions  from  the  war  de- 
partment, which  had  been  received  by  the  last  mail 
brought  by  Mr.  Boggs,  directed  to  the  colonel  com- 
manding in  Santa  Fe,  in  which  it  was  announced 
that  the  president  refused  to  sanction  any  of  the  acts 
of  Gen.  Kearney,  so  far  as  they  confer  any  rights 
upon  the  citizens  of  the  territory  of  New  Mexico,  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  General  Kearney, 
or  the  officer  commanding,  was  directed  not  to  per- 
mit to  be  carried  into  effect  such  part  of  the  organic 
and  statute  laws  of  the  territory  as  confer  such 
rights.  On  the  strength  of  these  instructions,  Col. 
Price  officially  demanded  the  release  and  remission 
of  sentence  of  Antonio  Maria  Trajillo,  convicted  of 
treason  against  the  government  of  the  U.  States.  The 
accused  was  thereupon  set  at  liberty. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken,  says  the  letter,  will  ne- 
cessarily be  to  announce  to  the  natives  that,  not  be- 
ing citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  they  cannot  elect  a 
delegate  to  congress.  . . , t 

“The  instructions  go  on  to  say,  that  the  laws  for 

the  internal  government  of  New  Mexico  received  the 

fall  sanction  of  the  president,  and  of  course  we  shall 
proceed  to  elect  members  of  a legislative  council, 
and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  that  a people  not 
quite  slaves  may  do.”  This  is  the  writer’s  deduc- 
tion, says  the  Republican,  from  the  instructions,  but 
if  they,  as  citizens,  can  elect  members  of  a legis- 
lative body,  the  distinction  must  be  very  nice  which 
will  prevent  them  from  electing  a delegate  to  con- 

^ Except  in  the  particulars  which  we  have  stated, 
the  letter  says  all  goes  on  as  before.  “Some  fugitives 
from  the  valley  of  Taos,  combined  with  guerillas 
and  Camanches,  are  committing  depredations  beyond 
the  Moro.  A day  or  two  ago,  they  run  off  Irom 
Santa  Clara,  or  the  Wagon  Mounds,  with  250  hor- 
ses,  killing  one,  and  wounding  two  of  the  party  in 

Col.  Russell,  the  letter  says,  made  a speech  on  the 
public  square  on  Sunday,  taking  the  Fremont  side  of 
the  quarrel  in  California.  . 

The  writer,  alluding  to  the  condition  of  things  in 
Santa  Fa,  says:  “One  thing  must  be  done  speedily. 
This  military  mob  must  be  relieved,  or  we  must  be 
relieved  of  them  soon;  they  become  mere  lavvless 
and  insubordinate  everyday.”  “By  the  instructions 
lately  rcceiTed  here,  all  the  ofl5ceri  created  under 
the  government  for  this  territory  are  declared  tempo- 
rary—to  continue  only  until  such  lime  as  the  touniry 
shall  be  declared  annexed,  or  its  possession  shall  be 
renounced.” 

THE  ATTACK  ON  LIEUT.  LOVE — DEPREDATIONS  OF 
the  INDIANS. 

Camp  on  the  ‘-Mansas,"  June  17,  1847. 

Sir;  1 have  the  honor  to  report,  that  company 
“B,”  1st  dragoons,  marched  from  ‘ 

on  the  7lh  instant,  to  join  the  arroj  •«  New  Mexico, 
escorting  some  three  hundred  and 

lars— government  funds.  On  our  arrival  at  P - 

nee  Fork,”  (about  three  hundred  miles  from  Fort 


Leavenworth,)  we  found  two  “trains”  of  wagons 
bound  for  Santa  Fe,  and  one  returning  to  the  United 
States.  The  day  before  our  arrival,  one  of  the 
“trains”  for  Santa  Fe,  and  the  one  for  the  United 
Slates,  (encamped  about  one  mile  apart,)  were  at- 
tacked by  the  Indians,  supposed  to  be  either  Pawncot 
or  Osages — (each  tribe  receiving  an  annuity.)  All 
the  oxen  of  the  return  “train”  were  driven  ofifand 
killed  in  sight  of  Pawnee  Fork.  One  man  of  Mr. 
Wethered’s  trading  party  was  severely  wounded 
lanced  in  five  or  six  places.  I at  once  determined  te 
travel  with  the  trains  for  Santa  Fe,  and  give  them 
all  the  protection  in  my  power.  Our  first  day’s 
march  from  Pawnee  Fork  brought  us  on  the  Arkan- 
sas Mver,  where  we  encamped;  one  train  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  (he  river;  the  other  nearly  the  same 
distance  from  the  river,  and  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  from  the  first.  With  my  company  I en- 
camped on  the  bank  ef  the  river.^between  the  two 
trains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th — just  as  the  oxen  of 
the  first  train  were  turned  out  of  the  coral,  (a  pan 
formed  by  the  wagons,)  the  oxen  of  the  second  about 
turning  out  to  graze,  and  the  horses  of  the  company 
were  picketed — the  Indians  made  their  appearaaca 

a half  mile  distant,  in  full  chase  after  the  oxen 

The  herdsmen  used  every  efforj  to  41588 

themselves  between  the  oxen  and  Indians,  hoping  to 
prevent  their  being  driven  off.  The  Indians  charged 
boldly  amongst  the  oxen,  frightened  them,  and  drove 
them  into  the  prairie;  wounding  in  the  charge  two  or 
three  herdsmen.  As  soon  as  1 saw  the  Indians,  I 
ordered  the  company  to  saddle.  Some  Indians,  see- 
ing my  intention  to  pursue,  immediately  appeared  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  numbering  fifty  or  one 
hundred  men.  It  now  became  necessary  for  me 
to  protect  our  own  camp;  1 therefore  dismounted 
all  but  25  men,  and  stationed  them  around  tho 
camp.  The  25  men  I ordered,  under  Sergeant  Ut- 
shop  to  pursue  the  Indians,  and  recover  the  oxen.— 
When  the  sergeant  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
oxen,  the  Indians  swarmed  in  from  ail  directions, 
and  completely  surrounded  his  platoon;  he  oharged 
fearlessly  amongst  them,  but  our  horses  being  wild, 
and  unaccustomed  to  the  yells  of  the  Indians  and 
shaking  of  blankets,  (all  done  to  frighten  the  horses,) 
could  not  be  held  by  their  riders.  So  great  was  tha 
number  of  Indians — supposed  to  ba  three  hundred  on 
the  north  side,  and  two  hundred  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river — that  all  hope  of  cutting  a way  through  (o 
the  oxen  was  abandoned.  It  is  with  the  deepest  re- 
gret that  I have  to  report  five  of  our  best  men  killed: 
privates  Arledge,  Dickhart,  Gaskill,  Short,  and 
Vlake;  and  Sergeant  Bishop  and  five  men  wounded. 
Sergeant  Bishop  (who  so  gallantly  led  the  charge) 
and  privates  Lovelace  and  Vankastac  are  severely 
wounded;  privates  Bush,  Wilson,  and  Ward  slight- 
ly. With  pride,  I call  your  attention  to  (be  gallant 
conduct  of  this  platoon  of  the  cor^any,  as  shown  in 
the  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  The  number  of  In- 
dians killed  and  wounded  we  have  ho  means  of  tell- 
ing, as  tbeir  dead  were  carried  off  the  field. 

The  oxeu  of  one  train  having  been  driven  off,  I hare 
encamped  both  trains  together,  and  sbail  remain  with 
them  until  enough  trains  arrive  to  take  the  govern- 
ment property  to  Santa  Fe.  I Would  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  it  it  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Indians,  beaded  (as  I have  every  reason 
to  believe)  by  white  men  and  Spaniards,  to  destroy 
all  the  government  properly  in  tbeir  power.  It 
would  seem  at  first  sight  that  one  company  of  soldi- 
ers ought  to  be  enough  to  secure  any  number  of  oxen 
and  mules  from  spies  to  watch  our  movements,  never 
attacked  unless  by  Indians;  but,  sir,  you  must  reflect 
that  the  animals  of  a train  have  to  be  scattered  over 
a large  extent  of  country  for  grazing;  that  in  an  at- 
tack, it  is  nearly  as  muen  as  a company  of  dragoons 
can  do  to  prevent  tbeir  horses  from  taking  a “stam- 
pede;” that  the  indiaus,  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  country,  and  constantly  having  everything  is  in 
their  favor;  that  being  the  most  expert  horsemen  in 
the  world,  they  are  enabled  to  make  an  attack,  alarm 
the  animals,  and  be  out  of  sight  in  an  incredibly 
short  lime.  You  can  judge,  when  from  the  time 
they  were  first  seen  approaching  on  the  26th,  unlU 
they  ha  i the  oxen  over  the  river  and  out  of  sight, 
was  not  more  than  hall  an  hour. 

The  only  way,  then,  sir,  to  insure  safety  to  public 
property  on  this  road,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  station 
about  300  mounted  men  at  Pawnee  Foik,  300  near 
the  crossing  ot  Arkansas,  and  300  more  at  or  near 
tue  upper  Uimeron  spring.  These  troops  to  have 
tbeir  permanent  encampments  at  these  points,  but  te 
scour  the  country  in  all  directions,  and  at  least  keep 
the  Indians  in  check,  or  they  cannot  catch  ihem. — 
Scarcely  a party  has  crossed  tho  prairie  this  spring 
in  summer  without  heing  harassed  by  them.  1 Ueem 
il  my  duly  to  make  this  report  to  you,  oelieviug  ^ 

I proper  represeuUiiou  has  nut  been  made  to  you  of 
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all  the  outrages  commitUd  by  the  Camaoches  and 
other  Indians  during  the  last  six  months;  and  to  re 
present  the  importance  of  taking  actire  measures  to 
insure  safety  to  the  provision  trains.  There  was  a 
fort  or  depot  established  by  the  quartermaster’s  de 
partment  near  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas;  but  ihi? 
was  worse  than  useless,  as  the  Indians  kept  the  few 
men  there  penned  up,  and  have  eventually  succeed- 
ed in  compelling  them  to  abandon  and  burn  the  fort. 
This  I learn  from  a wagon-master.  The  only  way 
to  deal  with  these  Indians  is  to  station  a force  in 
their  country,  to  pursue  and  whip  them  for  any  mis- 
conduct. . . 

With  the  highest  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  obedient 
aerrant,  JNO.  LOVE, 

1st  licut.  1st  dragoons,  corad’g.  comp.  B. 

Brigadier  General  R.  Jones, 

Ad’t.  General  U.  S.  Array,  Washington. 

[(/nioii. 


MEXICO. 

A Dictatorship,  haa  been  suggested  as  one  of  the 
expedients  for  meeting  the  threatened  emergency. 

The  Repvblicano  opposes  the  dictatorship  as  un- 
necessary, in  consideration  of  the  immense  powers 
with  which  the  government  is  already  invested  by  a 
which  powers  have  been  construed  with  the  utmost 
latitude.  There  are  in  fact,  says  the  Republicano, 
only  the  following  six  restrictions  upon  the  govern- 
ment: It  has  not  power  to  make  peace;  to  con- 
clude a negotiation  with  foreign  powers;  to  alien- 
ate the  territory  of  the  republic;  to  enter  into  colo- 
nization contracts;  to  impose  penalties;  or,  lastly,  to 
confer  other  civil  and  military  employments  than 
those  expressly  sanctioned  by  the  constitution.  To 
perform  any  af  these  six  prohibited  acts,  the  co-ope- 
ration of  congress  is  required. 

Our  readers,  says  the  Washington  L'nion  of  the 
27th,  “will  readily  perceive  what  bearing  this  has 
upon  such  a treaty  as  Mr.  Trist  may  enter  into  with 
any  government  de  facto  which  may  grow  up  on  the 
fall  of  the  capital.  For  all  the  purposes  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  the  powers  of  the  government  are 
already  ample.  It  is  only  to  make  peace  that  there 
is  any  need  of  a dictatorship;  and  the  project  of  a 
dictatorship,  having  been  broached  and  discussed, 

has  been  generally  condemned  and  abandoned. 

Should,  then,  congress  skulk— as  they  probably  will 
—from  the  responsibility  of  advising  peace,  the 
course  to  be  pursued  by  Mr.  Trist  and  Gen.  Scott  to 
secure  a treaty  is  not  very  obvious. 

“In  reading  the  Mexican  papers,  it  is  very  clear 
that  the  different  states  have  ceased  to  anticipate  a 
prolonged  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  capital  to  the 
American  arms.  In  view  of  the  speedy  fall  of  the 
city,  they  are  congratulating  themselves  upon  the 
wisdom  of  the  federal  system.  Had  they  been  plac- 
ed under  the  rule  of  a consolidated  central  govern- 
ment, the  fall  of  the  capital  would  have  involved 
the  subjection  of  the  whole  country.  The  federal 
eystem  (they  reason)  has  created  new  centres  of 
action;  and  even  if  the  capital  succumbs,  the 
itates,  each  one  for  itself,  will  resist  the  ascen- 
dency of  the  American  arms,  and  refuse  to  recog- 
nise a treaty  which  may  be  forced  upon  the  central 
government. 

“Out  of  views  of  this  nature  has  grown  a coali- 
tion among  the  slates  of  Jalisco,  San  Luis  Potosi, 

Zacatecas,  Mexico,  Qiieretaro,  and  Aguascalientes 

the  latter  claiming  to  be  a slate,  though  not  so  re- 
cognised by  the  constitution  of  1824.  The  new 
combination  of  states  is  regarded  by  the  editors  of 
El  Republicano  as  an  alarming  feature  of  the  time*, 
threatening  to  aggravate  the  anarchy  which  before 
prevailed  in  Mexico.  The  coalition  have  published 
a long  address  to  the  nation.  The  document  is  al- 
most as  important  to  this  country  as  to  Mexico.  In 
it  are  represented  the  views  of  leading  men  in  the 
most  powerful  states.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  look 
to  the  triumph  of  our  arms,  to  the  occupation  of  the 
capital  by  Gen.  Scott,  and  the  conclusion  of  a treaty 
of  peace.  To  such  a treaty  these  stales  do  not  pro- 
pose to  submit.” 

Address  of  the  commUsitntrs  of  the  coalition  of  the  stales 

of  Jalisco,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Zacatecas,  Mexico,  Qu«- 

retaro,  and  Aguascalientes,  to  the  nation; 

Grave  and  sacred  were  the  objects  which  impel- 
led the  states  to  form  a coalition.  Their  indepen- 
dence being  in  danger,  and  their  institutions  attack- 
ed, it  became  necessary  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  the 
confraternity  which  unites  them;  it  became  urgent 
not  only  to  maintain  the  relations  which  constitute 
their  unity  by  means  of  the  reciprocal  obligations 
which  bind  the  parts  to  the  centre,  but  also  to  invi- 
gorate the  parts  themselves,  in  order  to  oppose  a 
staunch  and  vigorous  resistance  to  the  tendencies  of 
centralism,  and  to  the  attacks,  more  or  less  covert, 
that  have  been  made  ou  the  sovereignty  of  the  slates; 


and  finally  to  maintain,  at  all  hazards,  the  federal 
institutions  which,  in  less  stormy  times,  secured  the 
happiness  of  the  republic. 

The  bloodthirsty  enemies  of  these  institutions, 
who  at  every  step  have  raised  difficulties  to  the 
peaceable  development  of  the  federal  system,  have 
issumed  every  color,  have  sown  distrust  and  excit- 
ed party  interests,  have  complicated  more  and 
more  the  state  of  public  affairs,  have  relaxed  the 
moralities  of  society,  which  now  presents  the  con- 
fused and  strange  image  of  a nation  proceeding  with 
out  a guide,  and  with  uncertain  steps,  from  precipice 
to  precipice. 

By  a lamentable  fatality,  the  Mexican  nation  has 
had  to  contend  under  such  sad  circumstances,  not 
only  with  domestic  misfortunes,  but  also  with  an 
enemy,  who,  disguising  his  unlimited  ambition,  has, 
without  even  a plausible  complaint  to  justify  his 
hostility,  violated  our  territory  and  seized  one  of  our 
ports  as  soon  as  the  fate  of  arms  was  adverse  to  us 
at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma.  And  although 
the  spirit  of  a free  people  and  the  nobi*  pride  of  the 
Mexicans  have  since  made  numberless  and  costly 
sacrifices  to  re-establish  the  splendor  of  the  national 
arms  and  to  erase  from  its  escutcheon  the  blot  which 
disgraced  it,  a fatality  presiding  over  our  destiny  has 

rendered  our  efforts  useless  and  futile,  and  on  the 
iiciu  tre  ija * B suocum oeo  noi  10  IP 6 valor 

and  daring  of  the  enemy,  but  to  the  fate  that  perse- 
cutes us. 

Far  from  being  disheartened  by  such  a concatena- 
tion of  adverse  events,  far  from  having  recourse  to 
disgraceful  preliminaries  which  would  lead  to  de- 
grading treaties,  the  states,  aware  of  the  value  and 
power  of  a people  for  whom  love  of  country  and  of 
liberty  are  not  merely  idle  words,  have  called  into 
action  the  means  of  defence  and  the  resources  on 
which  they  rely,  not  only  to  maintain  their  indepen- 
dence, but  also  the  federal  institutions  adopted  by 
the  nation;  free,  sovereign,  and  independent,  they 
are  conscious  of  their  duties;  they  have  obligations 
to  fulfil,  and  also  rights  to  maintain  and  to  make  re- 
spected. As  intregal  parts  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic, they  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  insult  which 
has  been  brought  upon  them  by  the  reverses  of  their 
arms;  they  cannot  look  with  tranquility  and  sereni- 
ty on  the  combinations  of  a weak  and  infamous  po- 
licy which  drags  them  into  miserable  and  disgrace- 
ful compromises,  but,  free  and  independent  they  will 
never  permit  themselves  with  impunity  to  be  under 
any  pretext  whatsoever  reduced  to  dependence  and 
servility.  A free  people  identified  with  the  institu- 
tions which  govern  them  are  the  only  one  capable 
of  grand  and  heroic  actions;  but  a degraded  people 
pass  without  emotion  from  one  hand  to  another,  the 
name  of  their  master  being  entirely  indifferent  to 
them.  The  Mexican  nation,  which  feels  and  knows 
Its  dignity  and  calls  to  mind  the  glorious  actions  of 
its  ancestors,  cannot  submit  to  the  domination 
of  foreigners,  nor  can  it  sutfer  the  attacks  of  its 
internal  enemies;  it  has  superabundant  forces  to 
repel  the  former;  and  to  inspire  respect  into  the 
latter. 

Mexicans!  The  coalition  has  been  formed  not  to 
be  the  echo  of  paltry  interests.  Its  nobiemission 
has  no  other  object  than  to  defend  tiie  independence 
of  their  country,  and  the  free  institutions  by  which 
it  is  governed.  T’he  coalition  has  met,  not  to  call 
to  account  the  high  dignitaries  and  generals  of  the 
republic,  but  to  aid  them  with  the  private  resources 
of  the  states  which  compose  it  in  the  common  defence 
of  our  nationality.  It  has  not  met  to  cause  divisions, 
but  to  unite  all  minds,  and  to  make  all  Mexicans  fix 
their  attention  on  two  capital  points— “indepen- 
dence” and  “liberty.” 

In  these  solemn  moments,  the  commissioners  have 
judged  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  explain 
to  the  people  the  object  of  their  meeting,  and  the 
sacred  ends  which  so  important  and  delicate  a mis- 
sion had  in  view.  Upon  this  principle,  the  coalition, 
in  the  names  of  the  states  which  il  represents,  de- 
Clares  to  the  nation  that  their  object  is  no  other  than 
to  maintain  the  independence  and  the  republican 
federal  system;  that  in  the  event  U.at  the  national 
representation  should  by  ai  y accident  be  unable  to 
exercise  its  functions,  or  if,  without  any  fault  of  its 
own,  the  sovereign  general  congress  should  not  have 
the  requisite  liberty  in  its  deliberation,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  coalition,  then  the  coalition  will  reassume  the 
representation  of  the  confederate  states  as  a centre 
of  union  for  them.  They  protest  that  never  will 
they  consent  to,  nor  be  bound  by,  any  convention  or 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  North  American  enemy 
as  long  as  he  threatens  or  occupies  the  capital  or 
any  other  point  of  the  Mexican  republic;  they  also 
will  not  recognise  any  genera!  suspension  of  arms 
which  should  comprise  all  the  belligerent  forces  of 
the  nation.  The  main  objects  of  the  coalition  being 
to  defend  independence  and  the  federal  system,  they 
protest  m the  same  manner,  that  so  far  from’sepa 


rating  from  the  national  union,  the  slates  which  it 
represents  are  determined  to  aid  with  their  private 
resources  the  general  government,  independent  of 
the  assistance  they  are  by  law  bound  to  give;  so  that 
the  one  cause — common  to  them  in  its  disgraces  and 
in  its  perils — may  be  sustained,  the  national  credit 
and  honor  re  established,  and  all  possible  opposition 
and  resistance  made  to  every  attack  up  m the  popular 
federal  representative  system. 

Logos,  June  6,  1847. — Antonio  Escudero  for  tho 
state  of  Mexico,  vice  president;  for  the  state  of  Ja- 
lisco, Cayetano  Perez  Castro;  for  the  state  of  San 
Luis  Potosi,  Mariano  Avila,  Luis  Guzman;  for  the 
state  of  Zacatecas,  Teodosio  Maria  Herrera  y Za- 
vala, Manuel  Maria  Vertiz;  for  the  stale  of  Aguas- 
calientes, Jesus  Teran,  secretary;  and  for  the  stale  of 
Mexico,  Eulogio  Barrera,  secretary. 

The  above  coalition  has  been  thought  worthy  of 
several  able  denunciatory  articles  in  the  Republi- 
cano, although,  in  the  principal  end  it  has  in  view — 
the  prevention  of  peace  with  the  United  Slates — it  has 
bad  the  Republicano  for  an  ally.  This  is  but  one 
piece  of  evidence  we  could  present  of  the  hostility  of 
the  different  states  to  a peace,  even  should  the  cen- 
tral government  enter  into  a treaty  with  us.  We 
might  multiply  similar  statements,  indefinitely,  but 
it  were  useless. 


The  New  York  “Sun”  contains  a letter  written  at 
Puebla,  28lh  June,  which  says: 

Genial  Worth  arrived  here  with  the  van  of  the 
army  about  43  days  ago,  and  General  Scott,  with 
the  division  of  Gen.  Twiggs,  about  a month  ago— 
making  in  all  about  6 000  effective  men,  which  is 
quite  sufficient  to  make  a paseo  in  the  country,  but 
without  being  of  any  other  utility  that  lean  per- 
ceive; and  had  they  money  enough,  they  might  pass 
a tolerable  good  time  here,  as  it  is  a fine  climate 
and  fine  season  of  the  year.  But  money  is  scarce, 
and  the  enemy  knows  it,  unfcrtunately,  and  care 
very  little  about  the  American  troops,  as  they  do  not 
molest  them  in  any  manner  whatever.  It  is  sup- 
posed that,  on  the  arrival  of  more  troops  and  trains, 
we  will  move  on  to  the  city  of  Mexico — tho  pos- 
session of  which  city  will  be  beneficial  to  us  in  soma 
small  respects;  but  I doubt  if  the  advantage  we  are 
to  gain  will  repay  the  cost  of  our  long  separation 
from  the  coast,  and  we  shall  only  finish  our  paseo  to 
sit  down  and  wait  some  other  move  on  the  board. — 
1 of  course  speak  confidently  of  our  entering  the 
city  without  any  difficulty,  because,  although  the 
Mexicans  have  lots  of  people  badly  armed,  they 
cannot  deserve  the  name  of  an  army.  The  last  good 
troops  of  the  government  having  been  entirely  dis- 
persed at  Cerro  Gordo,  Santa  Anna  resigned,  but 
knew  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  a majority  in  con- 
gress that  would  not  accept  his  resignation,  and  in 
fact  he  never  will  let  go  the  reins  of  power  as  long 
as  he  can  hold  on  to  them. 


A letter  from  General  Alvarez,  dated  Allixco, 
June  18ih,  says  that  he  has  just  learned  that  Rebol- 
ledo  had  attacked  a train  from  Vera  Cruz  for  Pue- 
bla, and  killed  over  three  hundred.  Alvarez  was 
upon  the  point  of  marching  to  join  him  with  600 
cavalry,  to  see  if  they  could  not  destroy  the  whole 
train.  This  part  of  his  communication  is  of  little 
account,  but  the  conclusion  is  as  follows:  “I  leave 

in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Puebla  some  guerillas 
to  protect  deserters,  and  prevent  the  introduction  ot 
provisions,  and  keep  up  the  communications  I have 
established."  We  imagine  that  this  about  all  the 
harm  our  main  army  will  receive  from  the  redoubt- 
able Gen.  Alvarez. 


PcEBLA. — An  army  correspondent  of  the  Raleigh 
Register  says:  “We  have  no  city  in  the  U.  States, 
which  can  equal  Puebla,  in  solidity  ol  buildings,  and 
general  beauty,  although  we  doubtless  possess  many 
cities  of  greater  extent  and  mercantile  importance. 
But  this  city,  with  its  well  paved,  broad,  well  light- 
ed, and  clean  streets — its  numerous  churches,  every 
one  of  which  is  a specimen  of  architectural  beau- 
ty and  splendor  of  decoration — its  picturesque  and 
charming  suburbs,  and  its  no  less  delightful  public 
walks  and  fountains,  in  a mild  and  superb  climate — 
render  Puebla  one  of  the  must  attractive  cities  on  the 
continent  of  America.” 


CHICAGO  CONVENTION. 


Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  he 
was  from  the  land  of  the  Puritans,  and  Uiat  it  would 
net  be  considered  appropriate  if  he  should  address 
the  convention  on  the  relation  of  J/ew  England  Puri- 
tanism to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  west.  The 
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swarms  of  people  who  have  filled  up  the  west,  were 
swarms  from  the  New  England  hire,  who  had  led 
the  van  in  the  march  of  emigrants  towards  the  set- 
ting sun.  There  was  a time  when  the  tract  of  the 
country  from  ,the  Genesee  to  the  Niagara  was  to 
them  the  “Great  West.”  The  same  race  of  men 
who  settled  that  rich  country  had  afterwards  cross- 
ed the  mighty  lakes,  and  peopled  what  is  now  “the 
Great  West.” 

He  gave  a statistical  abstract  of  the  commerce  of 
Chicago,  its  steamers,  and  other  vessels,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  its  products,  which  he  gives  as 
$5,000,000  for  the  last  year.  The  men  who  have 
accomplished  all  this,  and  who  have  ploughed  up 
the  before-neglected  soil  of  the  prairies,  are  the  de- 
scendants of  Yankees. 

On  the  great  questions  which  are  to  enlist  the 
attention  of  this  convention,  however,  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Puritans,  would  find  Ihemsclres  associ- 
ated with  many  others,  in  whose  veins  flowed  dif- 
ferent  blood,  and  sprung  from  different  sources,  but 
all  uniting  here,  and  forming  one  great  brotherhood. 
There  were  questions  in  which  they  all  had  com- 
mon interest,  and  which  they  would  urge  onward  to 
triumphant  success,  with  a common  zeal.  We  must 
have  safe  and  good  harbors  on  our  western  lakes. — 
He  had  lately  travelled  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Wisconsin.  It  had  seemed  to  him  to  be  one  vast 
wheat  field,  and  this  wheat  needed  and  must  have  a 
safe  pathway  over  the  stor  ny  and  perilous  lakes,  to 
the  hungry  east,  and  to  starving  Europe. 

He  alluded  to  the  great  delay  often  suffered  on  the 
St.  Clair  Flats,  and  the  loss  of  time  and  danger  oo 
casioned  by  the  many  perils  and  obstructions  of  our 
lake  navigation. 

He  spoke  also  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution 
relative  to  the  protection  of  commerce  and  thought 
it  was  evident,  that  the  same  provision,  which  pro 
Tided  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  upon  the 
ocean,  applied  with  equal  force  and  propriety  to  our 
inland  commerce. 

THOMAS  Corwin’s  speech. 

Tom.  Corwin  was  loudly  called  for  from  all  parts 
of  the  assemblage.  With  his  proverbial  and  cha- 
racteristic modesty,  he  seemed  anxious  to  hide  him- 
self among  the  crowd,  but  he  was  too  well  known 
and  being  speedily  discovered,  was  fairly  lifted  from 
his  seat,  and  forced  to  the  stand.  He  was  greeted 
with  an  outburst  of  applause,  which  showed  how 
deeply  seated  were  the  admiration  and  respect  all 
felt  for  the  Wagon  Boy  of  Ohio— Mr.  Corwin  said; 

He  would  have  been  most  happy  could  he  be 
excused  from  answering  at  this  time,  to  the  impe- 
rative call  which  had  brought  him  before  the  audi 
ence.  He  complimented  the  Rev.  gentleman  who 
preceded  him,  and  united  with  his  tribute  to  Puri- 
tans; one  of  whom  he  presumed  the  gentleman  was 
himself.  [A  laugh.]  As  for  himself,  he  thought  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  saw  him  from  a 
prima  facie  view,  that  he  could  not  be  descended 
from  Ihe  same  stock.  [A  laugh  ] It  almost  seemed 
as  if  be  was  brought  forward  directly  after  the  Rev. 
gantlenian,  to  produce  a sort  of  discord,  by  compa 
rison.  Yet  however  much  we  may  have  been  in- 
debted to  the  hardy  and  noble  sons  of  New  England 
for  much  that  elevates  and  ennobles  the  west,  he 
would  veuture  to  say  that  if  any  one  would  enter 
the  interior  of  Illinois  and  Iowa,  he  would  find 
many  of  the  strong  armed  sons  of  Pennsylvania, 
many  from  Ihe  good  old  state  of  Kentucky,  and 
hvgeiwarms  (turning  to  Mr.  Allen)  from  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  have  ail  heard  of  Ohio~he  resided 
there  himself— if  they  doubted  the  existence  of  such 
B place,  and  would  pul  him  upon  the  stand,  he  would 
prove  it  to  them — yet  there  are  some  in  our  wide 
world  w ho  have  not  a very  clear  idea  of  it.  He  once 
Diet  a Frenchman  who  complained  bitterly  of  our 
diplomats.  He  enquired  what  was  the  matter  with 
them?  were  they  not  dignified  and  gentlemanly  in 
tbeir  deporimeni.’  Yes,  but  they  spoke  no  language 

at  all.'  What,  not  their  own  mother  vernacular? 

No,  they  spoke  a kind  of  patois;  he  believed  they 
called  it  Ohio.  [A  laugh.] 

He  spoke  of  the  involuntary  impulse  which  had 
gathered  together  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  men 
of  the  highest  respectability  and  most  exalted  worth. 
In  this  remark  ho  meant  by  no  means  to  be  egotisti- 
cal. [A  laugb.]  They  had  here  united  in  forming  a 
great  congress  of  the  American  people.  It  is  a far  no- 
bler patriotism  than  conquering  distant  nations  with 
your  clad  armies,  thus  to  assemble  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  a free  government.  There  is  no  people 
under  the  wide  heaven  who  would  have  exhibited 
as  you  do  to-day,  so  keen  and  true  an  estimate  of 
this  great  truth.  This  impulse  had  moved  men  from 
every  part  of  the  land  to  the  gathering  point. 

Away  from  distant  Massachusetts , from  the  cily  of 
the  merchant  prince?,  the  olJ  Bay  Slate  has  sent  her 
loos. 


And  from  the  old  colony  of  William  Penn,  come 
representatives  to  this  congress  of  American  people, 
without  any  per  diem  allowance,  or  mileage,  to 
marry  the  good  old  drab  city  ol  Philadelphia  to  the 
young  city  of  Chicago. 

And  from  distant  Savannah  comes  one.  to  learn 
here  whether  our  glorious  republic  is  destined  to  be 
composed  of  widely  disjointed  fragments,  or  whe- 
ther it  is  to  become,  and  remain  united  until  the 
“last  syllable  of  recorded  lime.” 

Was  not  this  a noble  congress?  He  had  been  for 
many  years  a member  of  another  congress,  but  could 
he  transplant  this  one  to  the  ten  miles  square,  he 
would  gladly  swap  the  old  one  for  it. 

Congress  has  power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  states.  If  you  send  a cargo  of 
wheat  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  a distance  of  1,000 
miles,  crossing  lake  after  lake,  stretching  away  in 
their  magnificent  length,  would  not  one  naturally 
think  that  this  might  bo  called  commerce?  But  no, 
that  is  a mistake,  we  are  told.  What  is  it  then,  my 
brother?  Why  that  is  trade.  [A  laugh.]  But  if  you 
send  the  same  cargo  from  New  York  to  N.  Orleans, 
what  is  it  then?  Well,  then  it  is  commerce.  Why  is 
it  not  in  the  first  instance  as  well  as  in  the  last?  Oh! 
it  is  not  on  salt  water.  [A  laugh.] 

He  beeeed  gentlemen  would  nnliea  tlii«  nioo  dia 
tinclion  between  commerce  and  trade,  If  we  are  en 
gaged  in  business  upon  salt  water  it  is  commerce.  If 
upon  fresh  waler  then  it  is  trade.  [A  laugh.] 

Such  is  the  beautiful  construction  of  that  clause  in 
the  constitution,  as  given  to  it  in  various  parts  of  the 
Union.  If  you  are  desirous  of  kno'.ving  the  con- 
struction of  that  clause,  recollect!  you  are  not  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  some  able  lawyer  or  erudite  states- 
man, but  you  must  seek  some  distinguished  chemist 
and  have  the  water  carefully  analyzed  to  discover 
whether  it  is  salt,  or  fresh.  [A  laugh  ] 

It  would  be  interesting  lo  inquire  what  influence 
commerce  has  had  in  producing  the  success  of  your 
own  good  city,  and  in  building  up  the  abodes  of 
civilization  where,  but  yesterday  as  it  were,  the 
wild  savage  ruled  your  prairie  land.  Without  com 
mer«,  it  would  never  have  existed,  and  we  should 
not  be  assembled  here  to-day.  Commerce  and  Chris 
tianily  have  marched  hand  in  hand — the  pioneers  of 
the  west.  It  is  commerce  which  binds  up  and  en- 
larges a nation.  Countries  are  prosperous,  as  an 
almost  universal  rule,  exactly  in  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  the  seaboard  to  the  inland  extent  of  ter- 
ritory. Africa  at  this  day  is  as  dark  and  desolate  as 
ever;  her  seaboard  is  only  1 square  mile  to  900  in- 
land. Even  our  New  England,  without  commerce, 
notwithstanding  her  stern  and  heroic  sons,  would 
have  sooner  become  barbarous  than  what  she  ts 
now. 

He  spoke  of  the  future  greatness  of  the  country 
between  the  east  and  the  Rocky  Mountains — it  would 
at  no  distant  day  become  the  arbiter  of  the  destinies 
of  the  republic — it  would  make  our  presidents,  and 
enact  our  laws.  (Turning  to  Mr.  Allen.)  It  is  well, 
sir,  that  you  have  come  among  us  to  see  your  future 
masters — (a  laugh) — its  rights  will  be  maintained; 
the  ballot  box  will  secure  us  the  same  privilege.s 
accorded  to  our  brethren.  I have  never  seen  a 
disease  in  the  body  politic  that  could  not  be  cured 
by  the  ballot  box.  Shall  treasure  be  poured  out  lor 
the  ocean  mariner?  and  shall  not  a dollar  be  given  to 
remove  impediments  from  our  lakes  and  rivers?  No, 
we  do  not  believe  this.  I’he  same  indomitable  en 
ergy  that  brought  our  Pilgrim  fore-fathers  through 
the  snows  of  winter,  and  the  perils  of  the  deep,  is 
fast  bringing  their  descendants  hitherward,  with  their 
iiolioiis.  [A  laugh.] 

He  need  not  argue  more  on  this  occasion.  Every 
man  present  had  an  opinion  in  accordance  with  his 
own.  In  this  congress  there  would  not  be  a dissent- 
ing voice. 

Let  us  not  then  allow  any  discord  to  creep  into 
our  cooiicils,  lo  mar  the  harmony  of  the  present,  or 
jeopard  the  vast  interests  of  the  future.  Let  the 
bugles  of  party  have  no  sound  in  this  convention. — 
Let  there  be  here,  no  whig,  no  democrat — nothing 
but  Americans.  Let  us  here  form  a new  party,  and 
let  it  be  the  boast  of  us  all  in  future  years,  that  we 
aided  harmoniously  in  urging  on  this  great  move- 
ment. 

Turning  to  Mr.  Wentworth,  the  representative  in 
congress  from  ibis  dislricl,  he  continued; 

Gentlemen,  when  he  and  1 can  agree  on  any  sub- 
ject, there  must  be  harmony.  He  had  the  pleasure 
to  know  that  that  gentleman  was  warmly  enlisted  in 
favor  of  the  objects  of  this  convention.  He  might 
say,  he  was  latUudinous  upon  the  subject:  perhaps 
this  was  owing  to  his  longitude.  He  goes  his  whole 
length.  [A  laugh.] 

If  any  of  the  empires  on  earth  injure  or  assail  us, 
we  are  ready  lo  arm  ourselves  to  the  teeth,  and  forth 
lo  do  battle;  lo  spend  imineiise  treasures,  and  draw 


upon  al!  our  resources;  but  here  on  these  lakes,  and 
in  our  western  rivers,  thousands  of  lives  arc  lost 
more  than  have  fallen  in  the  Mexican  war,  for  waul 
of  a small  appropriation.  A single  ship  ol  the  line 
destined  to  protect  our  foreign  commerce,  costs  us 
more  than  a million  of  dollars.  The  same  gallant 
ship  which  bore  the  name  of  his  own  state,  Ohio 
cost  a million  and  a half  of  dollars.  Four  of  these’ 
ships  have  cost  us  more  than  has  been  expended  for 
our  western  harbors  since  the  formation  of  our  go- 
vernment. Every  gun  that  you  will  find  on  board 

these  ships  costs  you  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

Would  it  not  be  belter  to  take  some  of  these  fourteen 
thousands  and  improve  our  harbors  at  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee, and  other  places,  or  to  remove  snag’s  and 
sawyers  from  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi? 

It  is  a carious  fact  that  82  per  cent,  of  our  reve- 
nue have  gone  to  supply  our  armies,  our  forl.s,  and 
our  ships,  leaving  18  per  cent,  to  be  invested  for  the 
purposes  of  peace.  He  thought  this  stale  of  things  had 
better  be  reversed.  There  is  no  fear  that  this  coun- 
try will  be  invaded.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a 
country  in  God’s  creation  which  would  invade  a land 
that  the  Yankees  had  already  invaded. 

He  alluded  also  lo  the  fact  that  these  obstructions 
of  the  lakes  reacted  to  the  great  injury  of  the  far- 
mRi-,  oo  woii  oa  oo,r,...,,iuiai  mcn.  tl  Itiefarmcr 
raises  any  more  produce  than  he  desires  to  use  him- 
self, he  wants  a good  market  for  the  surplus.  If  he 
cannot  sell  his  produce  to  advantage  he  is  prevented 
from  gii  ing  good  education  lo  his  sons  and  daughters 
who  are  to  be  the  future  voters  and  the  future  mo- 
thers in  the  land. 

Our  Union  ought  to  be  so  connected  and  consoli- 
dated that  all  partscan  be  accessible  to  all.  It  should 
be  bound  together,  hooped  round  with  railroads,  as 
with  iron  ribs.  Ths  true  definition  of  a comm’pn- 
wealth  is  that  land  where  all  parts  are  equally  pro- 
tected, and  equally  accessible. 

It  is  said  that  Thomas  Jefferson  violated  the  con- 
stitution to  acquire  Louisiana;  his  design  being  to 
prevent,  what  he  feared  might  take  place— that  the 
west  at  some  future  day  would  seek  to  divide  the 
Union,  making  the  Alleghanies  the  separating  line 
If  a railroad  had  then  extended  from  east  to  west' 
we  should  not  have  feared  to  acquire  Louisiana  lor 
any  such  reason.  The  sons  of  the  Pilgrims  tvill  look 
out  upon  Asia,  and  have  commercial  associations 
with  her.  If  proper  appropi  ialions  are  not  made  to 
bind  the  growing  west,  to  the  distant  east,  these 
swarming  Puritans  will  build  upon  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific  an  independent  republic  of  Anglo-Saxon 
blood. 

But  this  great  work  on  which  we  are  engaged  will 
be  accomplished.  Since  these  same  Puritans  have 
taken  it  in  hand,  they  will  never  rest,  nor  sleep  until 
it  is  done.  ' 

He  thanked  God  that  he  bad  the  assurance  in  this 
vast  and  intelligent  assemblage  that  the  hopes  ol  the 
west  w<  re  not  to  be  disappointed. 


Stewart,  of  Pa.,  and  D,  D.  Field,  E^q.,  of  N.  York 
city,  addressed  the  convention.  Their  remarks  we 
find  in  the  Bufialo  Advertiser. 

REMARKS  OF  HON.  ANDREW  STEWART. 

He  was  conscious  that  Mis  voice  was  not  of  suflS- 
cient  strength  to  be  heard  by  sueli  acres  of  peoule 
He  thought  that  be  had  belter  retire,  (no  no  go  on  i 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  deliberations  of  ihe 
convention  would  result  in  lasting  advantage  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  Union,  and  effect  a radical 
change  of  feel.ng  in  regard  to  the  important  aues- 
tions  which  had  brought  them  together.  This  ou»ht 
to  be  accomphihed— it  will  be  accomplished  “it 
was  s^d  yesterday  by  the  distinguLhed  genileman 
from  Ohio,  that  the  west  would  evenluallv  be  able  to 
demand  its  rights  and  receive  its  just  awards  of  the 
ballot  box.  He  believed  that  genileman  said  in  fifty 
years  the  west  would  rule  the  whole  country  He 
would  go  farther.  He  would  say  ihat  the  time  had 
already  come.  If  the  west  were  duly  represented 
on  the  floors  of  congress,  according  lo  its  population 
Its  harbor  and  river  bills  could  be  cariied  by  a two 
thud  8 vole.  They  will  have  this  representation, 
not  in  fifty  years,  but  in  two  years,  'l  ne  census  of 
1850  would  give  it  to  them,  and  in  1850  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  west  10  claim  proteclion  and 
assistance  from  ihe  general  government  will  bo  firm- 
y established.  Wt,y  was  it  lhat  the  west  had  here- 
tofore been  neg.-cted,  and  foreign  commerce  alone 
been  protected  ? It  was  because  in  the  years  that 
are  gone,  the  Allan'.ic  seaboard  was  everything  and 
the  west  was  nolhing.  'Therefore,  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board  got  everything  and  the  west  nothing.  But 
the  tune  has  now  come  when  this  slate  of  ihines  is 
nearly  reversed.  H;  could  only  hope  lhat  when  the 
west  got  the  power  it  must,  it  would  not  retaliate 
and  as  the  AUautic  seaboard  had  doue,  take  eyery-’ 
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thing.  He  ventured  the  prediction,  and  he  had  good 
groandg  on  which  to  found  it,  that  at  the  very  nest 
session  of  congress,  a liberal  bill  would  be  passed 
for  the  harbors  and  rivers  of  the  west.  A bill  of 
this  nature  was  lately  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Bagby, 
in  the  United  States  senate,  and  but  six  votes  were 
cast  against  it.  They  were  then  safe  in  the  senate, 
and  you  will  be  safe  in  the  house  also.  He  expressed 
his  delight  and  gratification,  in  viewing  the  mighty 
west:  vast  as  his  imagination  had  painted  it,  he  had 
no  apprehension  of  its  power  and  extent,  until  he 
had  seen  with  his  own  eyes. 

He  took  up  the  train  of  thought  pursued  by  Mr. 
Corwin,  that  our  ships,  forts  and  armies  had  received 
nearly  all  the  appropriations  granted  from  the  nation- 
al treasury,  and  asked  if  any  reflecting  mind  could 
believe  that  this  was  a right  state  of  things.  He 
said  if  the  power  of  internal  imprevements  be  denied 
to  the  general  government,  the  money  of  the  west, 
like  its  majestic  rivers,  would  pour  forth  in  endless 
streams  to  the  Atlantic,  no  solitary  dollar  returning. 
Eminent  men  have  doubted  the  constitutional  power 
of  government  to  render  you  necessary  aid  and  to 
grant  you  appropriations.  They  tell  us  we  must  be 
national,  not  local.  What  is  it  to  be  national!  Con- 
gress has  power  to  regulate  and  facilitate  commerce 

among  llio  ooTorol  .mm. anngrA.SI>  has  this  DOWer. 

and  a majority  of  both  houses  of  congress  having 
passed  a bill  for  any  improvement,  whether  of  a riv 
er,  a road,  or  a harbor,  that  bill  is  made  by  that  ma 
joriiy  a national  bill.  The  power  to  pass  such  bills 
IS  as  clear  as  any  power  possessed  by  the  general 
government.  Shall  the  power  to  levy  taxes  upon 
the  people — to  make  wars — equip  navies,  and  garri- 
son forts  be  given  to  this  government,  and  the  power 
to  pass  bills  to  improve,  bless  and  aggrandize  the 
country  be  denied.  He  could  not  so  understand  the 
American  constitutioc.  In  closing  bis  remarks  Mr. 
Stewart  pledged  himself  ta  be  always,  as  he  always 
had  been,  a firm  friend  to  tbe  beat  interests  of  the 
whole  country,  and  be  believed  that  the  objects  of 
this  great  convention  were  for  the  interests  of  the 
whole  confederated  states. 

REMARKS  OF  D.  D FIELD. 

Mr.  Field  had  not  expected  to  be  called  upon  to 
speak,  except  in  reference  to  resolutions,  which  he 
believed  were  to  be  ofl'ered  to  the  convention.  He 
had  come  here  in  good  faith,  to  carry  out  the  Jegiti- 
mate  objects  of  this  convocation.  He  was  ready  to 
do  so  now,  but  farther  than  that,  he  was  not  ready 
to  advance  a single  step.  He  couht  assure  them,  if 
they  were  prepared  to  support  the  latiludinous  meas- 
ures just  promulgated  and  advocated  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  preceded  him,  the  great  questions  which 
should  command  the  attention  of  the  canvention 
would  merge  into  mere  parly  issues,  and  engender 
party  strife.  He  had  himself  no  doubt  that  our  in- 
land lakes  and  rivers,  as  well  as  our  sea  board,  were 
included  in  the  same  category  under  the  clause  in 
the  constitution  providing  far  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce. But  there  he  stopped,  and  denied  in  loio 
that  the  general  government  had  a right  to  put  its 
hands  into  the  public  treasury,  and  hand  over  money 
wherever  and  whenever  a harbor  is  wanted  in  some 
section  of  the  country.  He  desiied  to  explain  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  powers  of  the  constitulion  in 
relation  to  these  subjects.  There  are  two  clauses 
in  the  constitution  which  he  would  repeat. 

1st.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  collect  taxes, 
duties,  and  imports,  and  to  promote  general  welfare, 
&C. 

2d.  Congress  sliall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce, with  foreign  nations,  between  the  several 
states,  and  among  the  Indian  tribes. 

He  believed  the  constitutional  power  under  which 
they  were  to  act,  was  contained  id  the  first  of  these 
clauses,  under  Urn  head  of  to  proniole  the  general 
welfare,  and  not,  as  many  seemed  to  iliink,  under  tlie 
second.  'J'he  couslilulion  invested  certain  powers 
in  congress,  to  levy  taxes,  establish  post  roads,  &o. 
For  such  legitimate  purposes  as  these  congress  had 
powers  to  raise  money.  Iflhe  wesldesire  appropri- 
ations, let  them  look  to  the  coostituiiou.  Il  it  gives 
them  power,  then  they  wilt  receive  appropriations. 
If  il  does  not  give  them  power,  then  they  ought  not, 
and  would  not  receive  them.  Give  congress  unlim- 
ited authority  to  levy  taxes,  Imposts,  &c.  and  to  dis- 
burse money  when  and  where  it  pleases,  and  you 
grant  them  loo  much.  He  was  opposed  to  this  ab- 
solute control.  He  desired  to  speak  of  the  second 
clause  he  had  repealed.  Congress  has  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  between 
the  several  slates,  and  among  Indian  tribes.  Re- 
collect!— the  power  is  given  to  regulate,  not  to  create. 
Here  is  a wide  ditterence.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  term  to  regulate  commerce?  It  is  to  establish 
laws  and  rules  to  determine  when,  where  and  by 
whom  il  is  to  be  carried  on.  No  lariher.  If  it  gran- 
ted the  power  some  gentlemen  would  claim,  it  would 


give  congress  authority  to  buy  up  all  the  wheat,  corn, 
and  other  grain  in  the  country,  and  thus  whenever  it 
choose,  to  control  the  market.  1 admit  the  consti- 
tution has  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  efiect  other  laws.  Well,  what 
laws  are  wanted  to  carry  into  effect  the  la'v  to  reg- 
ulate commerce?  You  want  laws  directing  that  light 
houses  shall  be  built  along  yourshores:  buoys  placed 
where  it  is  necessary,  and  obstructions  removed. — 
All  these  are  necessary  to  regulate  commerce,  but 
these  laws  might  not  make  il  constitutional  for  the 
general  government  to  grant  appropriations  to  build 
harbors  where  there  are  none.  Do  they?  {Yes,  yes, 
from  the  crowd.)  If  that  ground  is  claimed,  he  for 
one  would  not  go  with  them.  They  claimed  more 
than  was  their  right  or  due.  Government  had  no 
right  under  the  provisions  of  this  clause  of  the  eon- 
stiiution  to  create  new  commerce.  It  was  evideot 
that  there  was  a large  majority  here  of  one  way  of 
thinking;  but  he  could  tell  gentlemen  there  were 
many  people  who  are  not  here,  who  also  think,  and 
it  was  well  for  them  to  be  cautious  and  prudent  in 
their  proceedings. 

It  was  not  right  that  our  government,  like  the  an- 
cient potentates  of  tbe  old  world,  should  order  har- 
bors to  be  scooped  out  wherever  and  whenever  they 
oLruia;  ihua  making  cnmmence  whereifir  il  might 
suit  its  pleasure.  Such  powers  as  these  belonged 
exclusively  to  stale  authority.  It  did  not  belong  to 
the  government  except  in  the  territories.  (A  voice 
from  the  crowd  required  Mr.  Field’s  opinion  whether 
government  had  a right  to  improve  the  Illinois  river.’) 
Yes,  the  Illinois  river  runs  through  two  states — (no, 
no,  a laugh.)  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  n entire 
stranger  would  know  the  whole  geography  of  your 
state — he  would  say  if  the  Illinois  river  bears  on  iti 
bosom  only  the  commerae  of  Illinois,  thea  govern- 
ment  has  no  right  to  meddle  with  it,  fer  the  clause 
says  among  the  stales,  not  in  a itate  (a  voice,  ‘‘no 
abstractions.”)  He  asked  if  he  was  dealing  abstrac- 
tions— well,  their  forefathers  shed  their  blood  on  the 
fields  of  the  revolution  for  an  abstraction,  a pream- 
ble, and  now  the  wings  of  our  eagle  stretch  from  the 

Arctic  to  the  Antarctic,  and  shade  a hemisphere. 

He  told  gentlemen  that  they  had  now  heard  his  sen- 
timents, and  he  believed  that  the  greater  portion  of 
their  common  country  were  with  him  in  maintaining 
a strict  construction  of  the  constitulion— and  they 
were  not  to  be  driven,  or  choked,  or  compelled  in 
any  way  from  what  they  believed  to  be  the  true 
ground.  There  was  much  excitement  at  Ibis  time 
ill  the  convention,  and  a strong  desire  evinced  to  have 
Mr.  Field  take  his  seat,  but  that  gentleman,  with 
commendable  energy  and  dignity,  maintained  his 
place.  He  said  he  had  not  appeared  upon  that  stand 
at  his  own  desire,  he  was  there  in  answer  to  a call 
from  the  convention,  and  he  doubted  not  he  would 
he  permitted  to  close  his  remarks.  He  wished  to 
be  understood.  It  was  his  opinion  that  government 
had  just  as  clear  a right  to  build  a breakwater  in 
Lake  Michigan,  as  in  Delaware  Bsy,  but  they  had 
no  right  to  be  continually  scooping  out  new  harbors 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  wherever  local  feeling 
might  desire  one  to  be  made.  (A  voice,  can  the 
government  clear  out  the  Ohio.’)  They  had  been 
told  that  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  was  to  be  the 
ruler  of  the  Republic,  d'hat  if  government  would 
not  grant,  they  woold  soon  be  able  to  demand  and 
take.  The  very  lad  that  this  mighty  valley  was 
to  rule  the  Republic,  makes  it  very  important  that 
the  west  should  guard  with  strict  justice  the  com- 
mon rights  of  the  whole  country;  unless  it  does,  what 
will  eventually  become  of  the  smalt  state  of  N.  Y., 
and  the  still  smaller  New  England  States?  The 
world  is  watching  for  the  solution  of  the  problem 
we  are  solving  on  this  western  continent,  whether 
our  free  institutions  can  be  maintained  or  not.  No 
one  believes  that  our  government  could  last  ten  years 
were  il  a consolidated  government.  It  is  our  free 
and  independent  state  sovereignties  which  stand  like 
elerna)  barriers  to  clieck  assumption  and  repel  ag- 
gression. They  know  little  of  history,  who  think 
that  a great  goverument,  siretchiiig  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Pacific,  can  be  governed  and  controlled  by 
anything  but  an  Emperor  and  his  Satraps,  unless  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  states  are  firmly  guarded,  and 

constitutional  guaranties  constantly  maintained. 

When  our  fathers  sal  down  in  Piiiladelphia,  under 
tbe  presidency  of  the  father  of  his  country  they  en- 
acted such  laws  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  this  connlry,  leaving  other  necessary 
regulations  for  the  action  of  the  several  states.  They 
have  made  such  regulations,  and  now  let  us  stand  by 
the  constitution.  Bo  long  as  you  cherish  good  faith 
towards  us  of  the  east,  we  shall  feel  safe,  not  be- 
cause you  have  not  the  power  to  injure  us,  but  be- 
bause  you  have  not  the  right.  The  lime  will  come 
when  Illinois  will  be  as  anxious  to  guard  against 
infractions  of  tbe  constitution,  as  Massachus^ts  or 
Virginia  is  now.  L ly  down  the  rules  now  by  winch 


you  will  be  governed  fifty  years  hence,  when  Illinois 
vvill  have  become  more  potent  than  half  tho  Em- 
pires of  the  earth.  The  time  will  come  when  you 
will  not  want  to  vote  away  the  treasures  of  your 
state,  to  slates  which  are  yet  to  add  stars  to  our 
banner,  far  towards  Hudson’s  Bay  or  by  the  south- 
ern isthmus.  Keep  government  within  its  strictest 
limits,  and  all  will  be  well  with  the  Republic. 


MISSISSIPPI  NAVIGATION. 


REPORT  OK  THE  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  THS 

VALLBT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  PREPARED  BT  AUTHO- 
RITY OF  THE  DELEGATION  FROM  THE  CITT  OF  ST. 

LOUIS,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CHICAGO  CONVENTION 

OF  JULY  5,  1847. 

The  people  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  hail  with  sat- 
isfaction, the  assemblage  of  a general  convention, 
with  reference  to  the  great  interests  of  interior  com- 
merce and  navigation.  From  such  commerce  and  na- 
vigation St.  Louis  derives  its  origin,  its  increase,  and 
its  future  hopes  of  greatness.  In  such  it  has  lived, 
fiourished  and  suffered,  until  experience  has  given 
it  full  knowledge  of  their  nature,  and  a clear  appre- 
hension of  their  capacities,  their  deficiencies,  and 
their  relations. 

Tho  ponpl&of  St- Louis  are  an  integral  portion  of 
the  great  republican  family  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
while  they  hold  themselves  ever  ready  to  discharge 
the  duties  devolving  upon  them,  as  members  of  the 
Union,  yet  they  claim  their  proportion  of  its  advant- 
ages. Their  geographical  position,  is  that  af  tbe 
heart  of  tbe  great  central  valley  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can continent.  A valley,  extending  through  21  de- 
grees of  latitude,  embracing  every  variety  of  elimaU 
and  leil,  production  and  pursuit:  a valley,  just  bagin- 
Bing  to  smile  in  its  redemption  from  a slate  of  na- 
ture, yet  inviting  to  its  ample  bosom  the  eutpeurings 
of  every  over-crowded  community  of  the  world,  and 
offering  to  return  to  the  hand  of  improvement,  sup- 
plies for  unnumbered  millions  of  the  human  race. — 
Nature  has,  in  a remarkable  degree,  endowed  the 
soil  with  vegetable  fertility  and  mineral  riches;  ex- 
hibited a surface  adapted  to  every  taste  and  want, 
and  cut  it  with  peculiar  streams  susceptible  of  appli- 
cation to  various  species  of  industry,  and  to  the  uses 
of  a magnificent  commerce,  holding  in  one  embrace, 
the  productions  of  the  northern  and  southern  limits 
of  the  temperate  zone. 

This  vast  area,  this  fat  and  fertile  valley,  compre- 
hended between  the  sources  of  tbe  Mississippi  on  the 
north,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south,  the 
Rocky  Mountains  on  the  west,  and  the  Alleghanies 
on  the  east,  though  but  recently  a wilderness,  alrea- 
dy embraces  eleven  entire  slates,  and  parts  of  two 
others,  and  two  territories;  and  is  busy  with  the  in- 
dustry, and  burdened  with  the  immediate  support 
and  all  the  earthly  interests  of  half  the  population  of 
tbe  United  Stales  of  North  America.  Comprising 
within  its  limits,  1, 200, UOU  square  miles,  or  768,000,- 
000  of  acres,  its  importance  can  no  more  be  calcu- 
lated than  that  of  the  Union  itself.  Its  influence 
must  be  co-extensive  with  the  habitable  globe,  of 
which  it  will  be  tbe  garden  and  the  granary;  going 
beyond  the  United  States,  of  which  it  must  become 
the  seal  of  empire,  the  source  of  vitality,  the  diadem 
of  pride,  the  base  of  their  pyramid  of  grandeur.  The 
Creator  of  the  universe  has  no  where  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  spread  more  lavishly  the  means  of  human 
prosperity,  or  stamped  more  legibly  the  lineaments 
of  beaulilul  and  convenient  adaptation  to  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  mankind.  Visit  it  not  with  the 
evils  of  bad  government;  obstruct  not  the  band  of  im- 
provement within  il;  stay  not  the  tide  of  population 
pouring  in  upon  its  bosom;  and  let  its  broad  acres 
receive  that  proportion  of  population  wbicli  vexes 
the  soil  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.*  and  tho 
bountiful  giver  of  this  great  and  good  gift,  will  smile 
from  Heaven  upon  a happy  family  of  more  than  275 
millions  of  human  beings.  Indeed,  looking  forward 
for  6U  years,  for  an  increase  ol  population  keeping 
pace  with  the  ratio  of  the  past  60  years,  (that  is, 
doubling  every  10  yenrs,)  the  world  would  behold  in 
the  year  1907,  (60  years  hence)  swarming  in  this 
valley,  more  than  640  millions  ol  inhabitants.  This 
astunisiiing  result,  has  for  its  demonstration,  the  past 
statistical  history  of  the  country,  though  it  would 
seem  scarcely  possible  that  the  past  ratio  of  increase 
can  be  maintained.  At  the  first  census  (1790)  tbe 
population  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  did  not 
exceed  200,000.  In  1800,  it  had  increased  to  about 
560  000;  in  1810,  to  1,370,000;  in  1820,  to  2,580,000; 
in  1830,  to  4,190,000;  in  1840,  to  6,370,000;  and  in 
1847,  according  to  the  preceding  average  ratio  of 
increase,  it  exceeds  10,520,000.  In  the  year  1850, 
according  to  such  ratio,  it  will  exceed  12  millions, 

*The  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  contains  116,709 
square  miles,  74,688,0Uu  acres,  and  a population  ol  37,- 
830,105. 
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and  be  about  equal  to  the  population  of  all  the  At- 
lantic itates. 

The  history  of  M issouri  alone,  however,  exhibits 
a itill  more  extraordinary  increase.  In  1771,  the 
population  was  743;'|  in  1799,  it  was  6,005;  in  1810, 
it  was  20,845;  m 1820,  it  was  66,586;  in  1830,  it  was 
140,455;  in  1840,  it  was  383,702; and  according  to  the 
same  rati*  of  increase,  (173  per  cent  decennially,)  it 
is  in  1847,  825,074,  being  an  increase  of  over  16  per 
cent  per  annum.  But  while  the  decennial  increase 
of  Missouri,  was  173  per  cent,  that  of  Illinois  was 
202,  Mississippi  175,  Michigan  555,  and  ArUansas 
221  per  cent. 

The  commerce  and  agriculture  of  this  Valley 
exhibit  a growth  as  surprising  as  that  of  its  popula- 
tion. 

The  first  schooner  of  the  northern  lakes,  “the 
Griffin,”  in  1769,  w as  freighted  with  the  first  combi- 
nation of  commercial  enterprise  and  settlement  that 
reached  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Thus  the 
rivers  of  the  Valley  owe  to  the  great  lakes,  the  intro- 
duction of  commerce  and  population. 

From  that  period  up  to  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
in  1803,  and  even  later,  the  fur  trade  of  the  French 
immigrants  with  the  Indians  constituted  a leading 
pursuit  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  of  the  upper 
half  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  These  im- 
mense rivers  and  lakes  were  navigated  from  Quebec, 
on  the  St.  LavMeiice,  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the 
Missouri,  by  bark  canoes,  and  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers,  connecting  Uie  lakes  with  the  Mississippi, 
were  a chief  thoroughfare  of  the  trade. 

Next  to  the  canoe  came  the  Mackinaw  boat,  car- 
rying 1500  weight  10  3 tuns,  and  then  the  keel  boat 
or  barge  of  30  to  40  tons.  The  first  appearance  of 
the  keel  boat,  in  the  Mississippi,  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  of  which  we  have  any  account,  was  in 
1751,  when  a fleet  of  boats,  commanded  by  Bossu,  a 
captain  of  French  marines,  ascended  as  far  as  Fort 
Chartres.  This  enterprise  also,  was  the  first  to  aa 
certain,  by  experience,  something  of  the  nature  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  One  of  the  boats, 
“the  St.  Loui.s,”  struck  a sand  bar  above  the  mouth 
of  ttie  Ohio,  was  unladen  and  detained  two  days. — 
Three  days  after,  says  the  traveller,  “my  boat  ran 
against  a tree,  of  which  the  Mississippi  is  fullj”j; 
•‘the  shock  burst  the  boat,  and  such  a quantity  oi 
water  got  in  that  it  sunk  in  less  than  an  hour’s  lime.” 
This  was  probably  the  first  boat  snagged  on  the 
Mississippi.  Fiom  three  to  four  months  was  the 
lime  consumed  at  this  period,  and  for  many  years 
afterwards  in  a voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  the 
settlements  in  the  ucinily  of  St.  Louis;  a voyage  oc- 
cupying a steamboat  in  1819  twenty-seven  days!  but 
which  of  lata  has  been  accomplished  in  less  than  four 
days! 

The  annual  average  value  of  the  fur  trade  of  upper 
Louisiana  lor  fifteen  successive  years  ending  in  1804 
amounted  to  J203,750.  That  part  of  the  province 
also  exported  some  lead,  salt,  beef  and  pork — the 
Indian  goods  coming  from  Canada,  those  for  domes- 
tic consumption  from  Fniladelpliia  and  Baltimore; 
groceries  from  New  Orleans,  and  hardware  in  small 
boats  from  IheOtiio  river.  '1  he  annual  exports  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  for  the  year 
1802,  amounted  to  about  |2,16U,000,  and  the  imports 
to  about  $2,5UU,0UU;  the  exports  consisting  of  sugar, 
cotton,  nee,  indigo,  lurs  and  peltries,  lead,  lumber, 
cattle,  horses,  beet  and  pork,  tar  and  pilch.  For  the 
year  1846,  the  receipts  at  N.  Orleans  from  the  upper 
country  amounted  to  577,193,464. 

At  the  period  of  the  iiitruduclion  of  steam  upon  the 
Mississippi  in  1817,  the  whole  commerce  from  New 
Orleans  to  the  upper  country,  was  transported  in 
about  twenty  barges  of  an  average  of  lUO  tons  each, 
and  mailing  but  one  trip  in  a year.  The  number  of 
keel  boats  on  the  Ohio  was  estimated  at  160,  carry- 
ing thirty  tuns  each.  I'lie  total  tonnage  was  esti- 
mated at  between  6,000  and  7,000. 

In  1834,  the  nuuibcr  ol  steamboats  on  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Us  IribiUaries  was  230,  and  tbeir  tonnage 
equal  to  about  39,0U0. 

In  1840,  the  number  was  285,  with  a tonnage  of 
49,800. 

In  1842,  the  number  was  450,  and,  estimating  their 
burden  at  an  average  of  200  tuns  each,  their  tonnage 
was  90,000. 

In  1843,  the  number  was  estimated  at  672,  tonnage, 
134,4tlO. 

In  addition  to  the  steamboats,  there  are  estimated 
to  be  employed  on  the  same  rivers,  about  4,000  keel 
and  flat  boats. 

tlluichiiis. 

V'By  this  accident,  1 lost  ail  I had;  I ran  the  risk  of 
perishing  too;  lor  I had  thrown  myself  In  a pirogue,  but 
It  was  so  full  of  goods  saved  from  ihe  wreck  that  it  over- 
set; several  soldiers  were  drowned,  and  I should  have 
shared  the  same  fate  had  it  not  been  for  a generous 
Akanza,  who,  not  fearing  (he  severity  of  Ihe  season, 
leaped  into  the  w ater  and  seized  me  by  my  tiding  coal. 

[BtiSiW,  vol.  1,  p.  114- 


For  the  year  1844,  the  enrolled  and  licensed  steam- 
boat tonnage  of  the  western  rivers  was  reported  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  144,150,  wtiich,  at 
an  average  of  210  tons§  for  each  boat,  gives  686 
steamboats  for  that  year. 

By  a subsequent  report  from  the  same  source,  the 
tonnage  had  increased  by  the  last  of  June,  1845,  to 
159,713,  making  the  number  of  boats  789. 

A report  from  the  same  authority,  for  1846,  exhi- 
bits the  steamboat  tonnage  enrolled  and  licensed  at 
the  several  districts  named  below,  as  follows: 


New  Orleans, 
St.  Louis, 
Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, 
Louisville, 
Nashville, 
Wheeling, 

Total, 


180,504  .81 
22.425  .92 
17,162  .94 
15,312  .86 
8,172  .26 
2,809  .23 
2,666  .76 

249,054  .77  tons. 


Applying  the  average  above  adopted  to  this  ton- 
nage, the  number  of  steamboats  upon  the  western 
rivers  in  1846,  is  demonstrated  to  have  been  1,190. 
Regarding  the  value  per  Ion  to  be  $65,  which  is  lower 
than  has  heretofore  been  estimated,  and  we  have  as 
the  aggregate  value  of  these  boats,  the  sum  of  $16,- 
188,561.  Supposing  them  to  run  220  days  in  the 
year,  at  the  cost  of  $125  per  day  for  each  boat,  and 
the  annual  expense  of  running  1,190  boats  appears 
to  be  $32,735,000.  Estimating  the  average  number 
of  persons  employed  on  each  boat  at  35  gives  a total 
of  41,650  persons  actually  employed  upon  the  steam- 
boats of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  To  this  we 
may  add  the  estimated  number  of  4,000  keel  and 
flat  boats,  embracing  in  their  employment  20,000 
souls,  and  costing  to  build  and  navigate  them,  $1 
380,000. 

We  are  now  enabled  to  form  a table,  showing  the 
cost  of  river  transportation  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi: 

Cost  of  running  1,190  steamboats,  $32,725,000 

Insurance  on  $16,188,561,  at  12  per 
cent.,  _ 1,942,627 

Interest  on  $16,188,561,  at  six  per 
cent.,  971,313 

Wear  and  tear  of  boats,  24  per  cent,  3,885,254 

Tolls  on  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal,  250,000 

Cost  of  flat  boats,  (included  because 
sacrificed  at  N.  O.)  1,380,000 


Total  coal  of  transportation,  annually,  $41,154,194|| 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  persons 
among  whom,  for  wages,  wood,  coal,  boat  stores, 
provisions,  &c.,  this  almost  incredible  sum  of  forty- 
one  millions  of  dollars  is  annually  distributed.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  more  or  less  of  it  reaches  every  family 
and  every  cabin,  situated  upon  a double  coast  of  ri- 
ver navigation,  extending  over  15,000  miles;  while, 
as  a tax,  it  falls,  not  insensibly,  upon  every  producer 
and  consumer  in  the  entire  valley.  It  affects  the 
producer,  because  the  cost  of  getting  his  crops  to 
market  lessens  the  profit  be  is  enabled  to  realize, 
and  the  same  impediments  to  the  returns  increases 
the  cost  of  the  necessaries  he  purchases  for  con- 
sumption. This  great  cost  is  a lax  upon  the  sur 
plus  produce,  cnlerprize,  industry  and  trade  of  the 
country. 

The  commerce  of  a country  that  can  flourish  un- 
der such  a burden  of  taxation  must  evidently  be  very 
large.  The  extent  of  it  is  sush,  indeed,  as  is  not 
generally  apprehended.  In  fact,  in  estimating  it 
from  the  surest  data,  the  results  to  which  our  figures 
carry  us  almost  stagger  our  own  belief.  Yet  our 
conclusions  cannot  be  avoided. 

We  have  1,190  steamboats,  carrying  249,054  tons. 
On  the  supposition  that,  upon  an  average,  each  boat 
makes  20  trips  (40  voyages)  a year,  the  whole  are 
capable  of  carry  ing  annually  9,962,160  tons.  Adding 
to  this  the  freights  of  4,00U  lliit  boats,  carrying  an 
average  of  75  tons  each,  making  300,000  tons  more, 
we  have  an  aggregate  annual  tonnage  of  10,252,160. 
It  may  be  insisted  that  the  boats  do  not  always  carry 
full  freights;  they  evidently  carry  enough  to  make 
their  business  an  active  and  profitable  one,  while  the 

llThe  cost  of  running  a steamboat  on  the  western 
rivers  is  si*  times  greater  than  the  cost  incurred  upon 
the  lakes.  For  proof  of  this:  The  capital  invested  in  ihe 
vessels  of  the  Upper  Lakes  is  estimated  at  56,000,000, 
and  the  cost  of  running  them  (exclusive  of  insurance  and 
interest  on  the  capital,)  is  stated  to  be  about  $1,750,000, 
or  about  one-third  of  their  value.  The  capital  invested 
in  the  steamboats  of  the  Valley  of  Ihe  Mississippi  is 
$16,188,561,  and  the  cost  of  running  them  (exclusive  of 
insurance  and  interest)  is  estimated  at  $3Z, 725,000,  or 
more  than  double  their  value. 

^We  have  adopted  this  average  from  the  experience 
ol  St.  Louis  for  1846.  There  were  261  steamboats 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  St.  Loilis  that  year,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  53,-'>67,  or  210  tons  to  each  boat. 


amount  they  discharge  at  N.  Orleans  alone  requires 
the  services  of  2,085  vessels,  to  export  from  that 
city  the  surplus  beyond  its  own  consumption.*  The 
value  of  western  products  received  at  New  Orleans 
from  the  interior  for  the  last  5 years,  including  the 
present,  is  as  follows: 

1842- 43,  $53,728,054 

1843- 44,  60,094.716 

1844- 45,  57,199,122 

1845- 46,  77,193,464 

1846- 47,  (estimated,)  84,912,810 

Showing  an  annual  average  increase  of  over  10 

per  cent. 

An  equal  amount,  it  is  supposed,  finds  its  way  to 
the  Atlantic  cities  through  Fittsburg  and  the  lakes 
and  canals  of  the  interior.! 

There  is  to  be  added  to  these  sums  the  shipments 
from  one  port  to  another  of  the  west,  for  home  con- 
sumption, of  the  products  of  our  manufactories,  and 
other  results  of  skill,  industry  and  capital.  An  in- 
telligent committee  at  Cincinnati,  in  1844,  estimated 
the  whole  of  this  interchange  of  camroodities  at  an 
aggregate  of  seventy  millions  of  dollars.  Estimating 
its  annual  increase  at  10  per  cent.,  it  is  now  equal  to 
$93,000,000. 

Thus  we  have  of  the  domestic  products  of  the  Val- 
ley of  the  ,VI  ifisiasippi  onnuollj-  put  afloat  upon  Its 
waters,  a total  of  $262  825,620. 

The  returns,  or  imports  of  specie,  bullion  and 
goods,  from  the  Atlantic  states  and  foreign  countries, 
by  all  routes,  are  estimated  as  equivalent  to  the  va- 
lue of  oiir  exports  of  domestic  produce.  Then  we 
have  as  the  grand  aggregate  value  of  the  commerce 
annually  afloat  upon  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  sum  of  $432,651,240,  being  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of 
the  United  Slates. J 

To  such  an  extent  has  the  commerce  of  this  val- 
ley grown,  while  yet  in  its  infancy.  Who  can  com- 
prehend its  magnitude  when  the  banks  of  our  streams 
shall  be  populated  to  the  density  of  the  old  world, 
and  the  resources  of  the  country  shall  be  fully  deve- 
loped? 

Transit  and  intercourse  are  greatly  facilitated 
throughout  the  entire  valley  by  navigable  streams  of 
unequalled  abundance  and  extent.  They  afford  a 
continuous  navigation,  variously  computed  at  from 
10,000  to  15,000  miles,  offering  with  their  two  banks, 
a coast  for  landing  and  shipments,  of  double  the  dist- 
ance, whatever  that  may  be.  The  character  of  these 
rivers  has  been  often  described,  and  is  well  known. 
None  are  more  rapid  and  dangerous  than  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Missouri,  obstructed  as  they  aflen  are, 
not  only  by  sandbars  and  occasional  rocks,  but  by 
timbers  of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  presented  in  every 
variety  of  position.  The  most  dangerous  are  con- 
cealed logs  and  slumps  and  sharp  pointed  snags,  or 
trees  firmly  planted  in  the  bed  of  the  river  at  one  end, 
while  the  other  is  just  near  enough  to  the  surface  to 
be  concealed  from  the  pilot’s  view,  and  at  the  same 
lime  at  a depth  well  suited  to  bring  it  into  fatal  col- 
lision with  any  boat  that  attempts  to  pass  over. — 
These  dangers  seen  and  unseen  render  night  naviga- 


*Exports  of  New  Orleans,  foreign  and 
coastwise,  1845.  $47,361,310  84 

Exports  of  New  Orleans,  foreign  and 
coastwise,  1846, 

Increase  in  1846, 


57,499,507  08 
10,138,096  24 
tThis  is  not  an  unwarranted  supposition.  The  exports 
of  a lew  of  the  principal  towns  on  tlie  lakes  in  1816,  were 
as  follows: 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  $7,040,402 

Erie,  Pa.,  1,073,246 

Michigan,  fiom  all  ports,  4,647,608 

Chicago,  for  the  year  18-15,  1,500,000 

Receipts  by  canals  and  railroads,  at 
Toledo,  O.,  3.51.9,067 

At  Buffalo,  1847,  flour,  bbls.,  1 291,233 

At  Buffalo,  bushels  wheat  3,613,569 

At  Buffalo,  lbs.  bacon  2,220,673 

At  New  Orleans,  1846,  flour,  bbls.  837  985 

At  New  Oilcans,  bbls.,  and  sacks  whlieat,  403,786 
At  New  Orleans,  lbs.  bacon,  492,700 

Exports  of  Pittsburg,  east,  1847. — The  amounts  of 
freights  shipped  from  Pittsburgh  eastward,  from  the  15lh 
of  March  to  the  31jt  ot  May,  oi  this  present  year,  not  in- 
cluding the  shipments  of  the  3lsi,  is  registered  al  73,- 
936,390  lbs.,  conveyed  in  1,300  canal  boais.  From  the 
opening  ot  the  canal  in  1846  to  the  1st  of  June  of  that 
year,  the  amount  transported  eastward  was  40,109,620 
lbs.,  conveyed  in  939  boats — showing  an  excess  for  the 
present  year,  thus  far,  over  a similar  period  last  year,  of 
33,826,670  lbs.  A single  item  will  give  point  to  the  ex- 
position of  this  canal  trade.  From  the  15th  of  March, 
1847,  to  1st  of  May,  1847,  there  were  shipped  eastward  on 
the  canal  64,042  barrels  of  flour.  The  item  of  pork  for 
ilie  same  period  of  iilile  over  six  weeks  shows  22,621 
barrels;  bacon,  4,073,638  lbs.;  lard,  3,729,584  lbs.;  hemp, 
1,323,988  lbs.;  tobacco,  975,148  lbs. 
flmporis  ol  the  U.  Stales  for  1845-6,  $121,691,791 

Exports  of  " ‘‘  1345-5,  113,488,516 


Total, 


$235,180  313 
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lion  terrific  and  frequently  impracticable,  excepting 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  in  the  lower  Missis«ip 
pi,  where,  since  the  employment  of  snag  boats,  night 
navigaliot;  has  been  practised.  These  obstructions 
are  the  heaviest  drawbacks  upon  the  co  nmerce  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley,  inflicting  annually,  not  only 
an  extensive  destruction  of  boats  and  cargoes,  but  a 
frightful  loss  of  human  life.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  no  care  is  taken  by  the  government  to  collect 
and  preserve  accurate  statistical  information  in  re- 
ference to  these  losses.  We  are  obliged  to  gather 
together  such  items  as  float  within  our  reach,  and 
can  only  make  an  approximation  to  the  actual  truth 
of  the  case. 

From  1822  to  1827,  the  loss  of  property  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  by  snags  alone,  including  steam 
and  Sat  boats,  and  their  cargoes,  amounted  to  Jl,- 
362,500. 

The  losses  on  the  same  from  1827  to  1832,  were 
reduced  to  ^381,000,  in  consequence  of  the  benefici- 
al service  of  several  boats  employed  by  the  federal 
government  in  removing  snags.  In  the  year  1830, 
in  consequence  of  the  successful  operation  of  the 
snag  boats,  not  a single  steamboat  was  lost  by  snags. 

From  1833  to  1838  inclusive,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  reoorted  forty  steamboats  snagged  on  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries — a numuer  evidently 
much  below  the  truth,  and  valued  at  $640,000. 

In  1839,  the  total  loss  of  boats  reported  was  forty 
— of  which  twenty-one  were  snagged,  and  seven 
struck  upon  rocks  and  other  obstructions.  Value  of 
28  snagged,  &c.,  $448,000. 

In  1840,  the  number  snagged  was  twenty-one — va- 
lue, $336,000. 

In  1841,  whole  number  reported  sunk  49 — snagged 
29— value  $464,000. 

In  1842,  the  whole  number  reported  lost  was  six- 
ty-eight. The  numbersnagged  is  not  ascertained. — 
In  the  space  of  about  one  month  succeeding  the  lllh 
of  September  of  that  year,  Ihe  losses  on  the  Missis 
Bippi  between  St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
a distance  of  only  180  miles,  were  $234,000,  princi 
pally  by  snags.  Within  the  next  succeeding  se- 
venteen months,  there  were  seventy-two  steam  boats 
lost,  valued  at  $1,200,000,  besides  their  valuable 
cargoes. 

In  1846,  the  whole  number  sunk  or  destroyed  was 
thirty  six,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  7,507.  Of 
this  number,  twenty  four  were  sunk  by  snags,  sunk- 
en logs,  or  rocks,  and  valued  at  $697,500.  To  this 
sum,  is  to  be  added  $36,487  as  the  estimated  ex- 
pense of  repairing  sixty  six  steamboats,  parlially  in  , 
jured  in  that  year,  and  oi  fourteen  fljt  and  keel 
boats  lost  or  injured,  the  value  of  eight  of  them 
snagged.  And  when  we  take  into  the  account  Ihe 
damage  to  cargoes  saved,  the  expense  of  the  labor 
of  saving  properly  endangered,  the  value  of  the  time 
of  persons  thrown  out  of  employmsnt,  the  losses  by 
delays  to  the  shippers  and  consignees,  the  aggregate 
actual  loss  cannot  be  less  than  one  mil  ion  of  dollars 
for  1846. 

The  facts  connected  with  insurance,  however,  in- 
dicate a much  heavier  annual  loss.  Many  of  the 
insurance  companies  decline  insuring  the  hulls  of 
boats,  and  risks  are  taken  only  on  the  best,  and  at 
rates  varying  from  12  to  15  per  cent.  And  if  it  be 
true,  as  is  slated,  that  the  insurers  lose  money  at 
even  those  rates,  then  the  lowest  rale  of  insurance 
on  hulls  indicates  a loss  of  $1,920,000  annually  on 
the  estimated  investment  of  sixteen  millions  in  the 
boats.  On  the  estimated  amount  of  commerce  of 
the  river,  it  would  indicate  an  annual  los.«,  if  it  were 
all  insured,  of  $51,918,148. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  there  are  lying  within 
the  space  of  the  200  miles  between  the  mouths  of 
the  Ohio  and  the  Missouri  rivers,  the  wreiks  of  over 
ninety  steamboats. 

Taking  the  losses  of  the  steamboats  trading  at  St. 
Louis  for  the  years  1841-’2  for  his  data,  Mr.  Cal 
houn  has  estimated^  “the  annual  aggregate  loss  of 
boats  navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters  at  the 
present  lime  [1846]  (estimating  the  number  at  900,) 
to  be  107t  from  all  causes;  of  which  57  would  be 
from  snags,  rocks,  and  logs,”  and  makes  the  aggre- 
gate annual  loss  from  snags,  rocks,  and  logs,  (ob- 
structions susceptible  of  being  removed,)  $1,820,- 
200. 

There  are  other  obstructions  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  these  national  highways,  which  increase  the 
losses  endured.  We  allude  to  the  injuries  and  de- 
tSDtions  by  sandbars,  by  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  the 
cost  of  tolls  at  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal, 
and  the  delays  and  dangers  of  the  two  rapids  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi.  Taking  all  into  the  account,  it 
cannot  be  too  high  an  estimate  to  pul  down  the  ac- 
tual losses  of  the  country,  from  removable  obstruc- 
tions in  the  national  highways,  at  two  millions  of 

^U.  S.  Senate’s  Doc.  No.  410  29tli  coiigreae,  1st  ses- 
sion. 


dollars  per  annum.  This  is  annihilated — so  much 
destroyed,  of  the  wealth  of  the  country — ameunling 
every  ten  years,  to  a sum  equal  to  the  purchase  mo- 
ney paid  by  the  government  for  all  Louisiana. 

And  who  shall  put  an  estimate  upon  the  value  of 
the  souls  destroyed  by  the  same  causes?  And  who 
shall  gather  the  tears  of  the  widovv  and  the  orphan; 
the  bloody  sweat  of  anguished  families,  and  the 
griefs  for  loved  ones  lost,  fortunes  broken,  and  hopes 
destroyed,  and  weigh  them  in  the  scale,  with  a piti- 
ful appropriation  of  money?  Unhappily,  again,  no 
tally  is  kept;  but  taking  the  losses  of  life  attending  the 
disasters  of  the  St.  Louis  boats  in  1841-’2,  as  a basis, 
the  present  number  of  lives  annually  destroyed,  in 
consequence  of  these  obstructions,  may  be  estimated 
at  lb'6.  Oftentimes,  go  down  among  them,  charac 
tens  distinguished  for  industry  and  virtue,  carrying 
with  them  their  families  anil  fortunes,  in  money, 
sufficient  if  properly  applied,  to  remove  eveiy  snag 
from  the  channel. 

Shall  this  frightful  destruction  of  human  life  and 
property,  go  on,  and  increase  with  the  business  and 
population  of  this  valley?  Is  there  no  merciful  de- 
vice, no  arm  of  power  to  save  us  from  these  disas- 
ters in  our  river  navigation? 

Whenever  a city,  county,  or  state,  lays  out  a 

«troot  or  road,  oad-  dodioat«s  it  ta  puhlin  llAeS,  it 

becomes  the  duty  of  that  city,  county,  or  state,  to 
provide  the  means  of  removing  obstacles  from  that 
highway.  And  it  is  well  known  that  damages  are 
often  recovered  against  municipal  authorities,  for 
injuries  received  by  individuals  from  obstructions  in 
the  roads.  The  government  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  declared  that  “the  navi- 
gable waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St. 
Lawrence,  and  the  carrying  places  between  the 
same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ihe  said  territory  as  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and  those  of  any 
other  state  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confedera- 
cy, without  any  tax,  duly,  or  impost  therefor.”  And 
as  to  the  Mississippi  itself,  the  congress  of  1788,  to 
pacify  the  apprehensions  of  North  Carolina,  as  to 
yielding  the  navigation  of  the  river,  in  the  Spanish 
controversy,  resolved  that  they  had  no  intention  of 
giving  It  up,  and  further  they  “Resolved,  that  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  is  a clear 
and  essential  right  of  the  United  Slates  ||  The  go- 
vernment, therefore,  in  that  compact,  assumed  the 
same  jurisdiction,  and  the  same  obligation  to  keep 
open  those  highways,  that  a county  or  state  does,  in 
reference  to  its  public  roads.  They  are  not  the  pro- 
perty of  any  state,  or  of  the  citizens  of  any  state; 
but  the  common  property  of  the  whole  nation.  And 
a single  stale  is  under  no  more  obligation  to  improve 
those  highways  for  the  benefit  of  the  rest,  than  a 
single  individual  is,  to  improve  a road  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public,  because  it  happens  to  run  through 
or  alongside  of  his  farm.  Nor,  if  a river,  declared 
a public  highway,  separates  two  slates,  one  state 
could  not  improve  it  if  it  would,  without  the  consent 
of  the  other;  and  the  other  might  be  of  a difl'erent 
opinion,  and  if  it  happened  to  entertain  the  same 
view  of  the  improvement  that  its  neighbor  did,  yet 
the  government  expressly  prohibits  their  agreeinglf 
together  and,  forming  a compact,  for  accomplishing 
the  object  both  might  greslly  desire,  in  reference  to 
the  improvement  of  the  river,  or  any  other  object. 

It  is,  therefore,  wholly  impracticable,  and  out  of  the 
power  of  the  slates,  to  improve  these  ‘‘navigable  wa- 
ters, leading  into  the  Mississippi.”  The  power,  the 
means,  and  duly,  are  in  the  federal  government. 

They  hold  the  public  lands  as  a common  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  states.  These  lands  now  com- 
prise in  the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi,  over 
nine  hundred  millions  of  acres,  and  within  the  states 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  including  only  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinous,  Missouri,  Mississipjii,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  they  hold  unsold 
the  number  of  about  two  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
Within  ihe  same  states  the  government  have  sold 
about  seventy  millions  of  acres,  for  which  the  public 
treasury  has  derived  from  our  people  between  eighty 
and  ninety  luilliona  of  dollars.  The  improvements  of 
the  navigable  rivers  which  drain  these  lands  surely 
accelerate  their  sale  and  settlement,  and  enhance 
iheii  value.  Besides,  probably  the  whole  annual 
product,  in  money,  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lauds, 
is  transported  on  the  rivers  of  this  valley.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  estimate,  made  two  years  ago,  of  the 
value  of  government  property  at  risk,  annually,  on 
these  waters: 

Connected  with  Indian  afldirs  $960,858 

•‘  ‘‘  Military  arrangements  1,834,000 

Proceeds  of  the  public  lands  2,000,000 


$4,794,858 

IIMadison  papers,  p*  678. 

USee  see.  10,  art-  l."Con.  U.  S. 


This  is  probably  not  one  third  of  the  amount  which 
has  been  at  risk  the  present  year.  But,  taking  tho 
lowest  rate  at  which  steamboat  hulls  are  insured, 
viz:  12  per  cent.,  and  we  have  the  amount  of  go- 
vernment property  annually  afloat  on  these  waters 
subjected  to  a loss,  as  indicated  by  the  rate  of  insu- 
rance, of  $575,382  96,  a sum  sufficient  to  keep  more 
than  twenty  snags  boats  in  operation  a year.  The 
general  government  lost  $40,000  of  public  stores 
and  properly,  on  their  way  to  the  army,  in  1846,  by 
the  snagging  of  the  steamboats  “Ohio,”  “Radnor.” 
and  “Toneleuka,”  The  whole  army  of  the  north, 
which  has  conquered  the  northern  provinces  of  .Mex- 
ico in  the  present  war,  were  transported,  as  well  as 
their  pay  and  supplies,  over  500  miles  of  the  steam- 
boat navigation  of  the  Missousi  river.  That  river 
is  the  channel  of  intercourse  and  correspondence, 
not  only  with  that  army,  but  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  of  the  west,  as  well  as  the  new  colonies  of 
our  citizens  which  are  growing  up  in  Oregon  and 
California.  The  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  have  been 
essentially  necessary  to  the  government  in  trans- 
porting,  during  the  present  war,  thousands  of  troops, 
and  quantities  of  ammunition,  arms,  army  supplies, 
and  money,  for  the  “common  defence”  in  Mexico, 
while  the  U.  S.  mail  is  annually  transported  in  this 
alley  over  737,801  miles,*  by  railroads  and  steam- 
boats, (the  railroads  being  few,  taking  but  a small 
portion.)  And  when  we  consider  further  that  every 
steamboat  has  its  crowd  of  passengers,  representing 
every  state,  and  perhaps  connected  with  every  coun- 
ty, in  the  Union,  and  that  they  go  freighted  with  lha 
produce  of  the  west,  and  return  with  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  east,  who  can  say,  with  the  least  pro- 
priety, that  the  interests  of  the  government  and  the 
welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not 
involved  in  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  river 
and  its  tribu'ariej.f 

Moreover,  these  navigable  rivers  are  again  made 
national  highways  by  the  constitution  itself,  indeclar- 
ing  that  ‘‘vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  slate,  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  ano- 
ther.” This  brings  the  commerce  of  the  Missouri 
as  fully  within  the  regulating  power  of  congress  as 
that  of  the  Missisippi  or  of  the  sea  coast.  Nor  is 
it  permitted  to  any  state  to  impose  duties  on  tonnage. 
All  these  rights  are  delegated  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment. And  can  it  be  possible  that  the  states  have 
given  up  all  these  means  of  improving  their  naviga- 
ble waters,  without  imposing  any  cor  relative  duty 
upon  those  who  alone  possess  such  rights  and  means? 
In  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  it  was  expressly  moved  that  “no 
stale  shall  be  restrained  from  laying  duties  of  ton- 
nage for  the  purpose  of  clearing  harbors  and  erect- 
ing light  houses,”]:  and  the  m iliuti  was  rejected,  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  that  the  power  was  included 
under  the  power  “to  regulate  commerce.”  The 
power  of  congress  over  this  subject  is  therefore 
clear,  unquestionable,  and  exclusive;  is  settled  by  the 
constitution,  settled  by  the  legislation  of  congress, and 
by  the  general  opinion  of  the  community,  and  ought 
not  now  to  be  “opened,  clogged,  conditioned,  or  cir- 
cumscribed.” 

Congress,  exclusively,  have  the  constitutional  au- 
thority to  regulate  commerce,  (which  includes  na- 
vigalion§)  among  the  stales  and  Indian  tribes,  on  all 
the  navgable  waters,  bays,  lakes,  rivers,  and  harbors 
of  the  United  Stales  without  any  restraint  or  hin- 
drance by  state  legislation.  Their  free  navigation 
is  a public  right,  and  any  obstruction  interposed 
thereto  is  a public  nuisance.  This  authority  of  con- 
gress over  commerce  and  navigation,  embraces 
every  navigable  river,  whether  it  runs  through  or 
by  three  stales  or  only  one,  and  without  reference 
to  the  number  of  people  or  extent  of  country  inte- 
rested. In  what  manner  was  the  power  of  con- 
gress over  commerce  and  navigation  exercised  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  before  there  vi'as  any  call  for  its 
exercise  upon  the  navigable  waters  of  the  west?  It 
was  exercised  in  building  light  houses  and  public 
piers,  removing  rocks  and  other  obstructions  in  ship 
channels  and  harbors,  and  in  placing  beacons  and 
buoys  to  guide  the  navigator  in  safety  to  port.  But 
can  it,  with  truth  be  said,  that  the  power  and  duty 

*Report  of  Postmaster  General,  1843. 

til,  as  some  think,  “roads  and  canals”  come  under 
the  power  of  providing  lor  ihe  “common  defence  and 
general  welfare,"  how  much  more  clearly  do  these  na- 
vigable and  natural  highways  of  the  nuiion.  “A  judi- 
cious system  of  roads  and  canals,  constructed  for  the 
convenience  of  commerce,  and  ilie  transportation  of  the 
mail  only,  without  any  reference  to  mililary  operations, 
is  itself  among  the  most  efficient  means  for  the  mors 
complete  defence  of  the  United  State?.’’  Report  to 
congress,  Jan.  7, 1819,  by  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of 
war. 

IMadison  papers,  p.  1 ,585. 

§See  case  of  Gtbboos  vs.  Evans,  6 Wheaton’s  rep. 
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thus  properly  exercised  terminnle  the  moment  the  I 
same  navigator,  in  one  continuous  voyage,  enters 
from  the  sea  the  inland  waters  of  his  country,  where 
his  bark  will  be  still  exposed  to  danger?  The  gene- 
ral government  exercises  jurisdiction  over  the  steam- 
boats of  these  rivers — why  not  over  the  waters  them- 
selves? The  government  requires  these  steamboats 
to  be  registered  in  their  custom  houses,  and  licensed 
under  their  laws.  They  prescribe  the  nature  of 
tiller  ropes — they  cause  a lantern  to  be  hung  at 
every  bow — and  can  the  same  power,  consistently, 
disclaim  all  jurisdiction  over  natural  obstacles  and 
dangers  of  the  rivers  themselves?  And  with  what 
justice  can  a power  delegated  in  equal  terms  over 
'‘foreign  commerce,”  and  “commerce  among  the 
states,”  be  exercised  for  almost  the  exclusive  bene- 
fit of  the  “foreign”  and  that  the  least  valuable  of 
the  two?  The  government  protects  a foreign  com- 
merce and  coasting  trade  of  two  or  three  hundred 
millions,  with  a navy,  and  with  ambassadors  and 
consuls,  shields  it  with  public  piers  and  illuminates 
its  path  with  beacon  lights,  while  a commerce  among 
the  states  o(  four  hundred  millions  conducted  upon 
their  inland  waters,  is  not  visited  with  even  a snag 
boat,  not  a farthing  light  to  designate  the  place  of 
danger,  and  is  left  to  perish  without  even  a register 
of  its  ruin.  Yet,  no  good  reason  can  be  discovered 
which  authorizes  such  partiality.  The  same  autho- 
rity which  has  improved  the  harbors  and  channels 
of  the  Atlantic  coast,  is  applicable  to  the  coast  and 
channels  of  the  navigable  rivers  of  the  west. 

The  only  difference  is  in  the  manner  of  its  appli- 
cation. In  the  one  case,  the  danger  being  immova- 
ble, IS  pointed  out,  and  thus  avoided.  In  the  other, 
the  obstructions  are  of  a changeable  nature,  and  are 
controllable  and  removable  at  as  little  cost  as  the 
others  can  be  pointed  out.  This  has  been  ascertain- 
ed by  actual  experience. 

For  example:  In  the  year  1844,  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  congress  for  light  houses,  was  $420,285. 

The  following  estimate  of  Ool.  Long,  of  the  U. 
S.  engineer  department,  accompanying  the  presi- 
dent’s message,  of  December  1843,  relates  to  the 
cost  of  employing  snag  boats  for  removing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries; 


Employment  of  4 snag  boats,  9 months, 

at  $2,1G0  per  iiiotilh,  each  boat  $77,760 

Repairs  and  outfit  of  the  same,  &c.  6,000 

Employment  of  two  steam  machine  boats, 

9 months,  at  $1,100  per  month,  each 
boat  19,800 

Repairs,  lie.  of  the  same  3 000 

Construction  of  two  small  steamboats,  or 
transports  of  light  draught,  to  serve 
as  tow  boats,  tenders,  &o.,  in  the  ser- 
vice, at  $8,000.  16,000 

Employment  of  same,  9 months,  at  $800 
per  month  14,000 


$136,560 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  estimate  for  surveys,  as 
the  appropriation  for  light  houses  does  not  include 
the  LI.  S.  coast  survey. 

Supposing  that  the  river  service  should  require 
eight  snag  boats  instead  of  four,  and  to  be  effectual, 
we  believe  it  would,  we  have  then  our  estimate  of 
the  cost  increased  to  $273,120,  and  yet,  not  equal  to 
two  thirds  of  the  annual  cost  of  light  houses  on  the 
sea  coast. 

Rut  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  power  to  re- 
gulate foreign  commerce,  includes  the  cost  of  its  ex- 
ercise, the  expense  of  maintaining  diplomatic  inter- 
course, the  erection  of  custom  houses,  and  survey 
of  the  coast,  all  of  which  amounted  in  1842,  to 
$944,099.  Add  this  to  the  expenses  of  the  coast 
squadron,  and  the  navy,  $8,324,993,  and  we  have  an 
aggregate  of  $9,269,038,  annually  expended  in  the 
protection  of  foreign  commerce.  And  yet  the  total 
amount  of  appropriations  by  congress  of  every  de- 
scription, for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  and  its  waters,  from  its  commence- 
ment, in  1824,  up  the  year  1846,  was  only  $2,528,- 
800.  Within  the  above  named  period,  the  amount 
expended  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  light  houses,  buoys,  beacons,  and  piers,  was 
$8,485,946,  and  the  amount  for  haibors  on  the  came 
coast  $4,415,177.  These  expenditures  in  behalf  of 
the  interests  of  foreign  commerce,  have  been,  and 
are  still  very  properly  continued,  while  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  all  expenditures  for  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers,  and 
the  protection  of  their  vast  oomraerce,  have  alto- 
gether ceased,  and  the  means  of  improvement  for- 
merly prepared,  and  many  of  the  works  hitherto 
partially  executed,  have  been  suffered  to  relapse 
and  waste.  During  the  five  years  that  snag  boats 
were  at  woik  in  our  rivers,  they  performed  benefi- 
cial service.  Ths  boats  themselves  were  of  smple 
construction;  yet  of  suffjcienl  power  to  remove  the 


most  formidable  snag,  with  facility,  in  a fe.v  mi- 
nutes. All  that  is  necessary  to  their  coiuple  success, 
in  keeping  the  channel  of  the  rivers  clear,  is,  in  the 
first  place,  suffTicient  annual  and  specific  appropria- 
tions of  money  to  keep  them  always  employed;  se- 
condly, the  employment  of  practical  men  in  their 
superintendence,  who  are  familiar  with  the  naviga- 
tion and  its  peculiar  dangers;  thirdly,  the  direct  ap- 
plication of  all  the  means,  to  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  the  channel,  allowing  the  exercise  of 
a sound  discretion  by  the  superintendent,  rather 
than  confining  him  to  the  limits  of  scientific  surveys, 
which  may  be  truthful  guides  at  the  time  they  were 
made,  but  ate  often  no  longer  so,  when  they  are 
platted.  It  is  not  the  removal  of  a snag  from  the 
limits  of  a survey  that  is  needed;  it  is  its  removal 
from  the  channel,  or  from  a position  that  will  ena 
ble  the  water  to  make  a better  channel.  However 
necessary  surveys  may  be  to  inform  the  department 
at  Washington,  and  to  guide  the  authorities  in  mak- 
ing estimates,  yet,  by  practical  navigators,  they  are 
regarded  as  of  little  service  for  real  operatioiis,|| 
having  reference  to  snags,  logs,  and  stumps.  They 
are  admitted  to  be  essential  in  regard  to  works  of  a 
permanent  character. 

There  are  other  obstructions  in  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Ohio  rivers,  which  operate  as  a considerable 
tax  upon  transportation,  and  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Government  has  been  properly  invoked.  We 
allude  to  the  Rapids  at  the  Des  Moines  river,  and 
the  Upper  or  Rock  River  Rapids,  in  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  the  Falls  at  Louisville,  in  the  Ohio.  'I'he 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  is  deemed  inadequate 
to  the  wants  of  commerce,  and  yet  it  imposes  a tax 
equal  to  about  eight  per  cent,  of  all  the  cost  of  run- 
ning the  boats  which  pass  it.  The  sum  paid  to  that 
canal  by  110  boats,  trading  with  St.  Louis,  in  1843, 
amounted  to  $33,500.  A boat  regularly  engaged  in 
the  commerce  between  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis, 
performing  four  trips  a month,  or  thirty  two  trips  in 
the  eight  months  of  open  navigation,  paying  fifty 
cents  per  ton  each  transit,  will  pay  $16  per  ton  in 
the  season,  and  thus,  in  four  seasons,  would  pay,  in 
tolls,  her  whole  value.  The  Government  being  a 
stockholder  in  the  canal,  a part  of  this  excessive  toll, 
(excessive  profit,  loo,  to  the  stockholders),  goes  into 
the  public  treasury.  It  is  estimated  that  one  half  of 
the  tonnage  passing  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  goes 
through  the  canal,  and  that  over  600,000  tons  an- 
nually pass  the  Falls.  It  is  further  estimated  that 
150,000  tons  annually  stop  at  Portland,  below  the 
canal,  in  consequence  of  the  boats  being  too  large  tuba 
admitted  through.  Whether  the  government  should 
not  be  the  entire  owner  of  this  canal,  (having  al- 
ready been  paid  more  than  its  original  investment, 
in  its  share  of  toils)  and  make  it  free,  and  enlarge 
its  dimensions,  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. 

The  Lower,  or  Des  Moines  Rapids,  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, are  two  hundred  and  four  miles  above  St. 
Louis,  and  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  D-s  Moines 

lllii  ld43,  theU.S.  board  of  internal  improvement, 
ottered  a reward  of  ®1,000  for  the  best  plan  o(  remov- 
ing snags,  &.C.  from  the  channels  of  western  rivers. — 
The  premium  was  awarded  to  a Mr.  Bruce,  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  proposed  the  “Twin  Boats,”  operated  by 
manual  power. 

’ In  1824,  Mr.  Bruce  served  as  an  agent  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  application  and  use  of  his  method  un  the 
Ohio  river,  under  Major  Babcock,  of  corps  of  U.  States’ 
engineers,  and  continued  in  the  service  till  1826,  when 
Col.  Long  took  the  place  of  Major  Babcoek.  Col.  Long 
was  continued  for  three  months  only,  when  Capt.  H. 
M.  Shreeve  was  appointed,  and  continued  in  the  super- 
intendence of  these  improvements  until  1839,  when  ope- 
rations ceased,  and  for  two  years  afterwards.  During  the 
employment  of  Capt.  Shreeve,  important  improvements 
were  made  upon  "Bruce’s  method,’’  and  in  1823,  new 
snag  boats  were  built  and  worked  by  steam.  These 
boats  continued  to  operate  for  six  years,  when  being 
worn  out,  new  ones  were  constructed  to  supply  iheir 
place.  From  1828  to  1833,  the  removal  of  snags  was 
prosecuted  with  success,  in  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Red  rivers.  Frior  to  1838,  six  steam  snag 
boats  had  been  constructed,  at  an  average  cost,  for  each, 
of  about  $25,000.  During  tlie  same  period,  eight  or 
nine  small  steamboats,  belonging  to  the  government 
were  employed  in  the  same  service.  In  1842,  $100,000 
was  appropriated  by  congress  “for  building  and  repair- 
ing the  necessary  boats,  and  for  carrying  on  the  im- 
provements of  the  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Oliio,  and  Ar- 
kansas rivers.’’  Capt.  John  W.  Russell  was  appointed 
the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  boats  having 
been  repaired  at  St.  Louis,  tlie  work  of  removing  snags, 
was  re-commenced  in  December  of  that  year,  and  con- 
tinued till  April  17.  1843,  when  they  were  suspended  by 
high  water,  but  resumed  in  August  following.  Con- 
gress appropriated  for  the  eighteen  months  ending  June 
30,  1844,  $60,000;  up  to  which  time,  the  works  were 
continued.  Subsequent  appropriations  by  congress, 
failing,  either  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  executive,  or 
to  be  returned  with  his  objections,  the  works  upon  tlie 
rivers  altogether  ceased,  and  the  snag  boats,  &.c.  have 
since  been  sold  at  a sacrifice 


river,  wlieiice  they  derive  their  name.  Oommericing 
a little  above  Keokuk,  the  Rapids  extend  nearly 
up  to  Montrose,  or  old  Fort  Des  Moines,  opposite  to 
which  is  the  town  of  Nauvoo.  I’he  length  of  the 
Rapids  is  estimated  at  eleven  miles,  having  a fall  of 
twenty  four  feet.  “Here,”  says  Prof.  Nicollet,  “the 
Mississippi  tumbles  over  ledges  of  a blue  limestone, 
at  all  limes  covered  with  more  or  less  water,  and 
through  which  many  crooked  channels  have  been 
worn  by  the  action  of  the  current.  During  low 
stages  of  the  water,  the  passage  of  the  Rapids  is 
very  difficult,  as  well  in  consequence  of  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  water,  as  the  narrowness  and  tortuous- 
ness of  the  channel,  so  that  the  lime  of  practicable 
steamboat  navigation  is  shortened  by  nearly  three 
months  in  the  year,  which  is  about  the  duration  of 
low  water  in  the  river.”  This,  together  with  the 
closing  of  the  navigation  by  winter  for  nearly  four 
months  more,  reduces  the  season  of  practicable 
steamboat  navigation  to  about  five  months  in  the 
year.  A system  of  improvements  was  commenced 
by  Capt.  Lee,  of  the  U.  3.  corps  of  engineers,  under 
the  autfiority  of  the  government  and  continued  with 
salisfactory  results  until  the  appropriation  was  ex- 
hausted. 

The  Upper,  or  Rock  River  Rapids,  so  named  from 
their  proximity  to  Rock  River,  are  from  fourteen  to 
fifteen  miles  long,  extending  from  Rock  Island  to 
near  Port  Byron  on  the  lelt,  and  Paikhursl  on  the 
right  side  of  the  river.  I'he  fall,  according  to  Capt. 
Lee,  from  the  head  to  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  is 
twenty  five  and  three  quarter  (25J)  feet,  and  very 
much  of  the  character  of  the  Lower  Rapids.  In 
consequence  of  the  short  turns  and  narrowness  of 
the  passes  between  the  reefs,  boats  cross  the  current 
obliquely,  ami  run  great  risk  of  destruction.  Capt. 
Lee  has  demonstrated  the  practicability  ef  removing 
these  obstacles,  so  as  to  afford  a safe  passage  up  and 
down  buth  R-jpids,  and  thus  a continuous  navigation 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, of  2,200  miles.  At  a point  called  the  Eng- 
lish Turn,  where  Capt.  Leo  worked  out  a channel 
eighty  feet  in  width,  it  is  alleged  that  no  accident 
has  occurred  since  the  improveuient  was  made.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  the  cost  of  improving  both 
Rapids  would  be  about  $260  000-  Tite  river  and 
the  country  above  these  Ripids  are  as  beautiful  and 
inviting  as  any  part  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  soil  offers  substantial  inducements  to  settlers, 
either  in  fertility  or  mineral  riches.  The  northern 
part  of  Illinois,  the  new  States  of  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin, the  virgin  territory  of  Minesoia,  and  the  Go- 
vernment Itself,  are  all  deeply  interested  in  the  na- 
vigation. The  Government  passes  these  Rapids  with 
its  proceeds  of  land  sales,  with  its  supplies  for  the 
military  po-ts  at  Prairie  du  Chieii  and  on  the  St. 
Peters,  and  for  the  Indian  tribes  situated  on  (heir 
head  waters.  We  are  informed  by  one  of  the  most 
experienced  and  respectable  captains  in  the  trade, 
that,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  there  have  been 
running  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi,  an  annual  ave- 
rage ol  fiUeen  steamboats,  which  have  annually  paid 
three  Ihonsaiid  dollars  each  for  lighterage  and  deten- 
tion at  the  Lower  and  Upper  Rapids,  or  an  annual 
aggregate  of  forty  five  thousand  dollars.  The  pre- 
sent number  of  boats  running  upon  that  part  of  the 
river  is  staled  to  be  thirty,  which,  according  to  the 
preceding  result,  are  paying  ninety  thousand  dollars 
per  annu.u,  simply  upon  account  of  tlie  Rapids. — 
i’his  enormous  sura  is  levied  upon  the  produce  of 
the  farmers  and  miners  of  the  upper  country. 

"By  a comparison  of  tables  of  freights  and  charges 
made  when  the  water  was  high  enough  for  boats  to 
pass  the  rapids  without  discharging  their  cargoes, 
with  freight  and  charges  when  ibe  water  was  too  low, 
it  has  been  asceriained  that  the  increased  charges 
are  about  one  tundred  and  fifty  per  cent.  When 
the  extent  of  the  lead  trad*  of  Galena,  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa,  is  considered,  (about  700,000  pigs  in  1845), 
the  largest  portion  of  which  has  to  be  exported  when 
the  waters  are  low;  the  amount  of  agricultural  and 
other  products,  and  the  imports  of  necessary  article* 
from  other  parts  el  the  Union,  and  Iroin  foreign 
countries,  amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  all  of  which  is  subjected  to  this  increase 
of  freight  and  charges;  and  wiien  to  this  we  add  the 
number  of  travellers,  which  may  safely  be  set  down  at 
from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  anneally,  subject  to  the 
same  increase  of  charges  on  this  account,  some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  injury  which  the 
community  sustains,  over  and  above  liie  loss  from 
the  detention  and  injury  of  boats  and  cargoes.  It  is 
asserted  by  men  practically  informed  on  the  subject, 
that  the  increase  of  freights  and  charges  caused  by 
these  obstructions,  would,  in  any  one  year,  more 
than  quadruple  the  cost  of  all  needful  improve- 
ments.”* 


’Report  of  committee  on  western  rivers,  at  Memphis, 
1S46,  A.  B.  Chambers 
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The  followins;  eslract  from  a report  made  by  a 
committee  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  of  the  business  of 
that  town,  for  the  year  ending  June  1847,  will  afford 
an  accurate  conception  of  the  effect  of  the  Rapids 
upon  the  commerce  of  that  single  town:  They  find, 
“after  thorough  examination  of  the  receipts  and 
shipments  of  the  different  mercantile  houses,  that 
there  have  been  imported  to  Burlington  687  tons 
salt;  305  tons  iron,  stoves  and  castings;  2,784  tons 
merchandize — making  3,776  tons  at  an  average 
freight  of  six  dollars  per  ton,  ^22,650  00. 

The  amount  of  produce  shipped  from  Burlington 
is  found  to  be  as  follows,  viz:  16,354  bushels  of  oats; 
118,288  do.  corn;  207,948  do.  wheat;  666  do.  beans; 
500  do.  flaxseed;  1,847  do.  barley;  32,821  bbls.  flour; 
384  do.  whiskey;  1,643  tons  pork,  bacon  and  lard; 
150  tons  hay;  23  do.  dry  hydes — which  is  found  to 
be  equal  to  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons,  at  average  of  ^6,  is  ^71,250  § 

Number  of  steamboat  arrivals  524. 

Number  of  cabin  passengers  from 
St.  Louis  to  Burlington,  estimated  to 
be  10  to  each  arrival  5,230,  at  an  ave- 
rage of  $5  each  ^25,150  00 

Number  of  deck  passengers,  esti- 
mated at  15  to  each  arrival,  7,845,  at 
an  average  of  $2  50  19,612  50 

Number  of  horses,  carriages,  wa- 
gons, &c.  1,000  at  an  average  fare  of 

6,000  00 


From  which  deduct  the  probable 
amount  of  freight  and  fare  if  the  ob- 
structions were  removed  from  the 
Rapids,  viz:  3,776  tons  freight  im- 
ported at  ^2  50 

14,250  tons  freight  exported  at  $2 
5,230  cabin  passengers  at  ^3 
1,845  deck  do  $1  50 


To  which  should  be  added  for 
losses  by  detention  arising  from  re- 
shiping,  towing,  and  additional  insu- 
rance 

For  loss  of  keel  and  flat  boats,  and 
their  cargoes 

For  depreciation  in  value  of  all 
surplus  which  finds  a market  through 
this  point,  estimated  to  be,  tbs  pre- 
sent year,  ^504,000  at  10  per  cent. 

Estimated  loss  to  steamboat  own- 
ers, merchants  and  insurance  oflaces, 
from  stranded  boats  and  loss  of  car- 
goes, which  your  committee  have 
not  the  means  of  ascertaining,  say 


$144,668  50 


$9,440  00 
28,500  00 
15,690  00 
11,767  50 


$79,151  00 


10,000  00 

10,500  00 


50,040  00 


10,000  00 


$159,691  00” 

The  steamboat  arrivals  at  St.  Louis,  from  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  for  five  years,  were  as  follows: 

1841,  143  Steamboats  108  Keelboats, 

1842,  195  “ 88 

1843,  244  “ 55  “ 

1845,  647  “ Not  reported. 

1846,  663  “ do. 

Wo  are  advised  by  one  celebrated  in  the  science 
of  medicine,  that  if  we  keep  the  head  cool,  the  feet 
warm  and  the  body  open,  mankind  will  never  need 
a physician.  The  father  of  waters  cools  his  head  in 
the  frigid  regions  of  the  north;  warms  his  feet  in  the 
sunny  air  of  the  tropics,  and  requires  only  the  re 
moval  of  natural  obstacles  which  obstruct  his  inte- 
rior channels,  to  place  him  beyond  the  necessity  of 
human  aid.  Such  then  would  be  his  condition  of 
health  and  prosperity,  that  the  millions  swarming 
upon  his  borders,  acknowledge  no  king  but  tlie  Lord 
of  Hosts,  commerce  and  the  laws,  would  present  an 
example  of  numbers,  wealth  and  influence  “above 
all  Grecian,  beyond  all  Roman  fame,”  and  beside 
which,  all  the  grandeur  of  European  nations,  ancient 
and  modern,  would  be  as  nothing. 

But  however  important  may  be  an  unobstructed, 
continuous  and  navigable  channel,  an  ability  to  land 
and  reach  the  wharves  of  populous,  commercial 
cities,  where  cargoes  are  discharged,  boats  repaired 
and  re-freighted,  and  crews  re-freshed,  is  equally 
essential. 

The  city  of  St.  Louis  is  the  base  of  the  navigation 
of  all  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  and 
the  head  of  navigation  for  the  larger  boats  from  the 
Ohio  and  Lower  Mississippi.  Here  is  concentrated, 
all  the  trade  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  the  Missouri 


§The  city  of  Galena  exports  more  than  any  other 
town  above  St.  Louis,  on  the  Mississippi.  Its  exports 
of  lead  amounted,  in  1846,  to  672,420  pigs,  worth  about 
$2,225,000.  Export  of  copper  about  $22,000.  Lumber, 
$100,000.  Hides,  about  14, too.  Wheat,  150,000  bush- 
els. In  1844,  there  were  three  hundred  and  eight  steam- 
boat arrivals  of  53 ,900  tons.  In  1846,  three  hundred  and 
tliiny  three,  of  58,275  tons. 


213,193  tons. 
244,185  “ 

371.691  “ 

467,824 


and  the  Illinois  rivers,  and  a large  portion  of  that  of 
the  Ohio  and  the  I,ower  Mississippi.  Hence  is  ex- 
hibited as  busy  and  crowded  a wharf  as  can  any 
where  be  seen,  upon  which  are  commingled,  people 
of  many  nations,  and  products  of  every  clinrie,  and 
every  species  of  industry.  The  city  was  built  upon 
a limestone  bluff,  of  moderate  elevation,  fronting  on 
the  Mississippi,  whose  water  washed  its  base  with 
a convenient  depth.  From  the  condition  of  a fur- 
trader’s  post,  it  has  grown  to  the  quality  of  a city, 
promising  to  be  of  the  first  class.  From  a mere  boat 
load  of  traders,  its  population  has  gone  on  multiply- 
ing, until  it  has  reached  the  number  of  50  000. — 
From  a trade  of  a few  thousand  dollars  in  furs  and 
peltries,  a commerce  has  arisen  which  counts  its 
millions.  It  has  grown  to  be  tha  greatest  steamboat 
port,  next  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  world.  Its  enrol- 
led and  licensed  tonnage,  was 

In  1844,  16,664  tons. 

1845,  20,424 

1846,  23,800 
At  $65  per  ton,  its  tonnage  for 

1846,  was  worth  $1,547,000 

But  this  tonnage  of  its  own  is  not  all  that  is  re- 
quired by  its  trade.  The  total  number  of  steam- 
boat arrivals  at  St.  Louis  was 
In  1839,  1,476,  with 
In  1840,  1,721, 

In  1844,  2,105,  “ 

In  1846,  2,412,  “ 

Besides  801  flat  boats,  and  is  exclusive  of  the  trips 
of  the  daily  packets  to  Alton.  During  the  month  of 
May,  1846,  there  were  12  steamboat  arrivals  per 
day. 

The  following  table  of  the  imports  to  St.  Louis 
during  the  periods  named,  is,  but  an  approximation 
to  the  actual  truth,  as  many  articles  of  great  value, 
such  as  dry  goods,  hardware,  cutlery,  specie,  bullion, 
fancy  articles,  furniture,  machinery,  farming  imple- 
ments, leather,  army  and  Indian  supplies,  wool,  hay, 
horses,  mules,  cattle  hogs  and  sheep,  &c.  &c.  are 
omitted;  and  as  to  most  of  tha  articles  named,  the 
table  is  not  full. 

TABLE  op  IMPORTS  I.VTO  ST.  LOUIS  FOR  THE  TEARS  1844 
1845  AND  1846,  and  for  the  first  six  months  of 
THE  YEAR  1847,  ENDING  JUNE  25. 

1844. 

Apples, green,  bbls.  7233 
Dried  do  1892 
Do.  sacks  2388 
Beef — bbls.  4280 

half  bbls.  63 

Bacon — casks  19,225 
boxes,  484 

bulk,  lbs.  89,725 

Butter — bbls.  618 

kegs  and  firkins  3099 
Beeswax — bbls.  337 
boxes  and  sacks  837 
Bagging— pieces  3120 

Beans — bbls.  1518 

sacks  389 

Barley — bushels  8478 
Buffalo  robes  33.670 
Corn — bushels  56,720 
Castings — tons  937 

Cheese— casks  660 

boxes  9337 

Cider — bbls.  711 

Coffee— sacks,  33,731 
Cotton  yarn,  pack- 
ages 

Flour — bbls. 

half  bbls. 

Furs — packuges 
Feathers — sacks 
Flaxseed — bbls. 

Ginseng — bbls. 
sacks 

Glass — boxes 
Hemp — bales 
Hides 

Iron  bar — ton 
Pig  do 
Lead — pigs 
bars — lbs. 

Lard — bbls. 
kegs, 

Liquor— Whiskey, 

barrels  24,510 

Brandy — do  1477 

Wine — do  2611 

Lead — white,  kegs  5256 
Molasses — bbls.  3270 
Nails — kegs  23,703 

Oils — Linseed, — 

barrels  140 

Castor  do  106 

Lard  do  867 

Onions — bbls.  1449 

seeks  2351 

Oakum — bales  6S1 

Oats — bushels  16,480 

Pork— bbls.  29,945 

half  bbls.  73 

bulk,  lbs,  136,333 


barrels 

382 

735 

420 

dried  do 

35d 

1000 

1210 

604 

do  sacks 

445 

826 

295 

1214 

Potatoes — bbls 

.3915 

2449 

3625 

1813 

sacks 

21,272 

12  045 

26.979 

19,309 

Peltries — packages 

649 

917 

1266 

751 

Rice — tierces 

670 

869 

916 

494 

bbls. 

108 

34 

5 

Rye — bushels 

61 

3054 

5283 

2212 

Rope — hemp,  coils  12,525 

8890 

6122 

5013 

Shot — kegs 

28 

462 

121 

bags 

88 

2112 

1026 

Skins 

32,859 

25,205 

23,872 

3972 

Salt — Domestic, — 
barrels 

27.736 

21,157 

58,940 

9281 

Liverpool,  sacks  112,507 

99,272 

169,373 

1538 

Turks  Island- 
bags 

11,727 

13,412 

8391 

1707 

Ground  Alum — 
sacks 

Sugar — hhds. 

9070 

10.269 

11,603 

49,547 

7787 

bbls. 

1912 

3721 

1400 

3260 

Havana — boxes 

1630 

516 

1352 

6696 

Tallow — casks 

32 

75 

303 

40 

bbls. 

810 

688 

1114 

171 

Tar — bbls. 

528 

1620 

1558 

1014 

kegs 

2011 

4128 

5776 

2212 

Tobacco — hhds. 

9707 

11,664 

8538 

312-2 

manufactured, — 
boxes 

73S0 

7777 

7903 

3174 

Tea — chests 

1361 

434 

2091 

2717 

half  chests 

879 

1652 

1963 

6.1 

Vinegar — bbls. 

1373 

1032 

1086 

626 

Wheat — bushels  720,663 

971,025 

1,838,926 

1,594,256 

5354 

88,831 

530 

973 

471 

2741 

75 

34 

4697 

59.292 
55,572 

1981 

1469 

595,012 

19,300 

12.293 
12,949 


1845. 

6314 

2989 

2147 

5264 

99 

6180 

149 

94,274 

558 

3424 

319 

631 

4217 

2091 

1320 

32,231 

14,465 

it>7,927 

1590 

221 

8322 

763 

46,204 

10,756 

139,282 

563 

2655 

816 

2136 

20 

63 

23,563 

30,997 

70,102 

2282 

1480 

760,879 

88,660 

7652 

6659 

29,798 

1886 

3600 

3466 

11,788 

21,587 

695 

78 

287 

217 

1893 

1104 

16,112 

15,702 

89 

26J,7H 


1846. 

3728 

3255 

2768 

17,116 

169 

11,803 

618 

207,446 

823 

3940 

476 

646 

3243 

4370 

2199 

20,277 

16,717 

688.644 

1604 

430 

11,232 

421 

65,128 

13,260 

220,457 

1059 

3011 

768 

3693 

19 

68 

24,630 

33,833 

63,396 

2484 

2326 

730,820 

7621 

26,462 

14,734 

29,882 

1698 

3084 

1626 

14,996 

28,073 

826 
96 
292 
463 
4762 
1378 
95,612 
48,981 
39 


1847. 

427 

6500 

6871 

2302 

1354 

11,322 

1052 

679,758 

376 

1196 

312 

483 

635 

3393 

1089 

26,770 

5805 

798,259 

481 

53 

2332 

642 

40,878 


229,959 

487 

1867 

263 

3520 

2 

69 

58,309 

42,256 

2487 

1270 

325,227 

28,259 

7153 


253 

409 

159.815 
35,948 
250 


630,765  1, 225, 460 


Peaches — green — 


Cords  of  wood, 
Lumber,  feet, 
Shingles,  m., 
Cooper  stuff, 
Posts, 

Laths, 


1846. 

29,476 

1.8,169,332 

10,552,000 

966.963 

6,997 

1,807,700 


The  following  table  embraces,  imports  to  the  city, 
of  wood  and  lumber  for  the  years: 

1845 
22  646 
10,389,332 
13,927,500 
41,700 
5,263 
2,328,700 

During  the  present  year  (1847)  the  business  of  the 
city  has  materially  increased.  In  the  articles  of 
flour,  wheat,  corn,  oats,  hemp,  bacon,  lard  and  pork, 
the  increase  has  been  about  one  hundred  per  cent., 
both  in  quantity  and  value.  The  money  value  of 
nearly  all  agricultural  products,  has  greatly  increas- 
ed, and  the  quantity  put  in  motion  has  been  in  res- 
pect to  most  of  the  articles  exported,  augmented  in 
about  the  same  proportion. 

The  total  annual  commerce  of  St.  Louis,  imports 
and  exports  included,  although  yet  in  its  infancy,  is- 
estimated  at  over  $75,000,000,*  equalling  nearly  one 
third  of  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
Slates. 

‘This  sum  may  seem  too  large;  but  of  the  innumer- 
able articles  of  trade,  take  flour  and  wheat  as  one  exam- 
ple:— 

1846. — Barrels  of  flour  manufactured  in  the  city,  223  500 

“ “ “ ‘‘  imported,  221,086 


Total,  barrels  flour,  444,586 

Worth  at  i5  per  barrel,  $2,222,930 

Bushels  of  wheat  imported,  1,838,- 
926,  vvorth  $1  per  bushel,  1,833,926 

Total  value  of  the  flour  and  wheat 
of  St.  Louis,  1846,  $4,061,856 

And,  as  this  does  not  inclnde  the  quantities  brought 
to  the  city  in  wagons,  the  estimate  is  below  the  fact,  and 
still  much  below  the  business  of  1847. 

Yet,  so  many  will  be  still  disposed  to  doubt  the  esti- 
mate, that  rather  than  reduce  a single  figure,  we  w ill  of- 
fer one  method  of  demonstrating  its  truth. 

We  have  shown  that  the  average  tonnage  of  steam- 
boats trading  at  St.  Louis  is  210  tons  per  boat— that 
there  are  2412  arrivals  per  annum  of  steam  boats,  and 
800  arrivals  of  flat  boats.  The  flat  boats  we  will  average 
at  the  low  rate  of  60  tons  each. 

2412x210=506.520 
SOOx  50=  40,000 


To  b1  :ons,  546,520 

Now.  what  is  (he  value  of  a ton?  Take,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deriving  an  average,  say  eleven  of  our  principal 
articles  of  trade,  yet  of  the  lowest  value  per  ton.  For 
example:  Hay  is  worth  $20;  tobacco  $90;  lead  $75; 
hemp  $75;  flour  $65;  corn  $22;  wheat  $44;  oats  $22; 
pork  $130;  bacon  $130;  beef  $83 — average  value  per  ton, 
$68.  Most  other  articles  of  import  and  export  are  worth 
more.  Let  us  then  multiply  our  average  value  of  a ton 
by  the  number  of  tons,  646,520 x 68=$37, 103, 360.  But 
these  are  articles  of export.  Our  imports  must  be  equiva- 
lent. The  sum  must,  therefore,  be  doubled.  We  have, 
■then,  $74,206,720,  as  the  value  of  our  imports  and  ex- 
ports hy  boats.  There  are  $2,000,000  of  specie  and 
bullion  to  be  added.  There  are  vast  amounts  arriving 
and  departing  by  wagons;  many  rafis  of  lumber;  1,385,- 
873  bushels  of  coal,  and  many  other  items  to  be  added, 
increasing,  rather  than  reducing  our  estimate.  The  ta- 
bles ofimports  derived  from  the  harbor  master’s  register, 
are  very  imperfect,  and  fall  very  far  sliori  ol  the  truth.-— 
For  example:  The  number  ot  buffalo  robes  received  in 
1846,  are  put  down  at  16,717,  while  we  are  assured,  by’ 
the  best  authority)  that  ihe  UMinber  u as  as  high  as  60,oqo. 
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The  income  of  the  city  per  annum  is  $275,000 

Taxable  properiv  for  1845,  13  607,000 

••  “ ' “ 1846,  14,544  238 

“ “ “ 1847,  16,665  142 

Amount  of  duties  paid  to  the  United  Slates  at  the 
St.  Louis  custom  house,  the  current  year,  $50,000. 

The  United  Slates  arsenal  is  beautifully  situated 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  city,  and  consists  of  stone 
buildings  and  walls  of  great  value  and  durability. — 
Jefferson,  eight  miles  below,  constantly  occupied  by 
more  or  le'-s  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  and  capa- 
ble of  accommodating  two  regiments,  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  eligible  stations  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  Both  the  arsenal  and  the  barracks  have 
been  of  great  and  indispensable  service  to  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  present  war.  The  two  comprise  a 
value  in  government  property  of  $1,750,000,  and 
permanent  and  valuable  improvements  are  still  going 
on.  In  consequence  of  the  favorableness  of  the  po- 
■ition,  the  cheapness  of  manufacture,  and  the  facility 
of  communication  in  every  direction,  the  govern- 
ment has  had  very  large  supplies  manufactured  here; 
much  larger,  probably,  than  at  any  other  arsenal  in 
the  United  States.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  existing 
war,  enormous  quantities  of  government  stores  will 
be  turned  in  upon  the  Mississippi;  most  of  which, 
will  come  to  this  arsenal  for  repairs  and  storage. — 
Tbe  increasing  demands  upon  it,  have  constrained 
the  officer  in  charge,  already  to  report  the  shops,  la- 
boratories and  magazines  as  too  small  for  the  public 
wants.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  Mexican 
war,  there  have  been  manufactured  at  this  arsenal, 
guii' powder  munitions  and  other  ordnance  stores,  to 
the  amount  of  abuut  1150  tons,  costing  several  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  sent  up  and  down  the  Missouri 
and  the  Mississippi;  between  400  and  300  tons  of 
ibeiU  and  shot;  about  7,000,000  of  earlridgea  for 
email  erius,  of  which  2,500,000  were  made  in  the 
eicgle  month  of  April,  besides  enormous  quantities 
of  artillery  munitions,  giving  emplupment  for  consi- 
derable times  together  to  500  to  600  bands.  The 
unequalled  advantages  of  this  city,  as  a military  po- 
sition, have  been  fully  demonstrated  during  the  pre- 
gent  war. 

Such  is  the  commerce,  property  and  population  of 
a city,  now  threatened  with  tbe  ruin  of  its  landing. — 
Opposite  the  city,  it  is  well  known,  lies,  within  the 
limits  of  Illinois,  the  great  American  bottom,  averag- 
ing five  miles  in  width,  and  extending  from  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  about  70  miles  below. 
This  bottom  consists  of  alluvial  deposite,  and  in  1844, 
was  entirely  overflowed.  Into  this  bottom  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi,  deflected  from  the  Mis- 
souri shore  above  the  city,  has  been,  for  many  years, 
making  a slow,  but  sensible  progress,  leaving  a de- 
posite of  sand  on  the  shore  it  is  deserting  the  entire 
length  of  the  city.  Tw  o immense  islands  have  been 
formed,  in  the  former  channel  of  the  river,  extend 
ing  along  the  front  of  the  whole  city,  and  the  lower 
one,  extending  from  the  United  Slates  arsenal,  at 
the  southern  limits,  to  a point  as  high  as  (he  centre 
of  the  city,  is,  in  low  water,  connected  with  the 
main  land,  affording  a dry  communication  between 
— thus,  already  shutting  out  from  the  river,  one  half 
of  the  city.  A flat  bar,  projecting  from  the  upper 
end  of  this  ibiand  is  gradually  extending  itself  up  (he 
river;  a deposite  is  also  commencing  between  the 
upper  island  and  the  norlh-easlern  part  of  tbe  city, 
the  main  channel  running  east,  or  on  the  Illinois  side 
ot  both  islands,  and  rendering  the  usual  approach  to 
the  city  landing  unavailable,  and  in  low  water,  the 
last  season,  but  a narrow  point  was  left,  at  which 
boats  of  the  larger  class,  could  effect  a landing  at  the 
wharf. 

The  destruction  of  this  landing,  and  the  abandon- 
ment and  ruin  of  this  great  emporium  of  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  would  be  a general  and  an  insuffer- 
able ealamity.  It  would  not  be  confined  alone  to 
the  ruin  of  the  city,  and  the  destruction  of  the  great 
advantages  now  enjoyed  here  by  the  government,  but 
the  soft  alluvion  ol  the  American  Bottom,  continually 
giving  way  to  tbe  force  of  the  current,  will  admit  of 
the  formation  of  new  channels,  ever  changing,  dif- 
fused o>er  a wide  surface,  destroying  farms,  under 
mining  forests,  exposing  the  accumulated  flood  wood 
of  former  years,  and  preaeniing  a scene  of  devaslation 
and  dangerous  navigai ion,  without  example.  Such 
a calamity  as  this  now  impending,  will  have  a gen- 
eral effect,  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  Valley ^of  the  Mississippi,  and  injurious  to  the 
government, and  from  which  it  will  take  years  of  time 
and  millions  of  money  to  recover.  Such  disastrous 
consequences  may  now  be  easily  averted.  A few 
thousand, d„llars  Judiciously  expended  now,  including 
a dyke  or  dam,  a lew  hundred  yards  in  length,  f rom 
the  Illinois  shore  to  Bloody  Island,  would  confine  the 
river  to  Its  old  channel  on  the  Missouri  sho.e,  and 
save  the  luture  expenditure  of  hundreds  of  thousands, 
and  the  loss  of  millions  of  properly.  The  people  of 
St.  Louis  see  the  remedy,  but  are  utterly  powerless 


to  reach  it.  The  case  is  beyond  the  polilical  and 
iT'iinicipal  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis  and 
the  Stale  of  Mi.^soiiri.  The  boundary  of  our  state 
is  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  very  commencement  of  operations  to 
save  the  landing  and  to  restore  the  old  channel  should 
property  be  on  the  Illinois  shore.  Between  these 
two  jurisdictions  congress  alone  has  the  power  to 
interpose,  and  regulate  the  commerce  between  them. 
The  two  states  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  are  prohibited, 
by  the  constitution,  from  ever  agreeing  together  on 
the  subject,  and  the  power  of  imposing  a duty  on 
tonnage,  to  raise  a fund  to  improve  such  a harbor  or 
landing,  was  taken  from  the  states,  in  the  conven 
tion  which  framed  the  constitution,  and  delegated 
wholly  to  congress.  Besides,  the  city  of  St.  Louis  is 
a port  of  entry;  the  seat  of  a United  States  custom 
house;  of  a U.  S.  siibstreasury;  of  a U.  S.  land  office; 
of  a superintendency  of  Indian  affairs;  of  a U.  S.  sur- 
veyor general’s  office;  of  a U.  S.  arsenal;  a landing 
place  for  a military  barracks;  the  headquarters  of  a 
U.  S.  military  division,  and  the  point  from  which  the 
U.  S.  military  posts  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  are  garrisoned  and  supplied.  Indeed,  it  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  the  vast  inter- 
ests of  the  government  and  people  here  co-mingled. 
And  as  the  territory  and  population,  commerce  and 
navigation,  of  the  country  are  increasing,  almost 
beyond  the  ability  of  the  imagination  to  keep  pace 
with  them,  this  point  is  daily,  pari  passu,  advancing 
in  importance,  as  the  commercial  centre,  the  seat  of 
concentrated  capital,  talent,  skill  and  enterpriza. — 
And  shall  this  proud  prospect,  and  all  this  accumula. 
ted  capital  and  population,  be  scattered  to  the  four 
winds  ofheaven,  shifting  from  point  te  point,  with 
every  vicissitude  of  a quicksand,  of  the  Mississippi, 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  are  deprived  of 
the  political  (not  physical)  power  of  expending  the 
eomparative  pilanee  ef  $150,000  to  secure  their 
landing.^  We  trust  that  no  such  shameful  implica 
tion  of  inefficiency  in  the  institutions  of  our  country 
will  be  permitted,  but  that  the  government,  seeing 
their  power,  their  sympathy,  and  the  exercise  of 
their  duty  so  earnestly  invoked,  and  the  welfare  of 
so  many  people,  as  well  as  its  own  interests  so  deep- 
ly involved,  will  promptly  extend  the  relief  the  case 
so  urgently  demands. 

We  cannot  close  this  paper  without  calling  attention 
tion  to  the  fact  the  proposition  of  congress,  of  1837, 
to  erect  hospitals  on  the  western  waters  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  boatmen,  remains  unexecuted, 
while  the  demand-  for  such  institutions  has  greatly 
increased,  and  continues  to  increase.  The  boat  iien, 
however,  are  yet  taxed,  a portion  of  their  wages  is 
still  collected  by  the  officers  of  the  United  Slates, 
under  the  law  of  1798,  and  yet  the  provisions  origi- 
nally contemplated,  and  essentially  necessary,  are 
incomplete  and  insufficient;  the  demands  upon  the 
hospital  being  greatly  multiplied  beyond  the  means 
afforded  for  relief.  The  weather  beaten  boatman  is 
taxed  when  well,  that  he  may  betaken  care  of  when 
sick,  yet  when  the  hour  of  misfortune  arrives,  he 
discovers  that  his  contributions  to  the  fund  only 
make  tbe  more  poignant  the  disappointment  he  feels 
at  being  denied  its  advantages. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THO.  ALLEN,  Char’n. 

APPENDIX. 

LENGTH  OF  STEAMBOAT  NAVIGATION  ON  THE 
PRINCIPAL  RIVERS. 


Mississippi,  from  the  Gulf  to  St. 

Anthony’s  fall.  2,200  mile. 

Missouri,  from  its  mouth  to  the 

foot  of  the  rapids  2,000  “ 

Red  river,  to  head  of  navigation  1,100  “ 

Ohio,  to  Pittsburg  1,000  “ 

Arkansas,  to  the  mouths  of  the 

Neosho  and  Verdigris  630  “ 

Tennessee,  to  Chattanooga  485  “ 

Wabash,  to  Lafayette  300  “ 

Illinois,  to  Ottawa  250  “ 

Cumberland  to  Nashville  200  “ 

Osage  200  “ 


A steamboat,  leaving  Pittsburg  and  going  to  New 
Orleans,  and  being  there  chartered  to  go  up  the 
Missouri  as  high  as  the  rapids,  and  thence  returning 
to  Pittsburg,  will  perform  a regular  voyage  of  about 
3,450  miles  a distance  nearly  equal  to  crossing  the 
Atlantic  three  times! 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  Mississippi  river  lakes  its  rise  in  latitude  4S<^ 
north,  and  discharges  its  waters  into  the  Guifof  Mex- 
ico in  latitude  2905'.  It  flows  through  a channel 
3,006  miles  long.  Its  course  is  south,  nearly  14° 
east.  Its  width  averages  about  half  a mile.  Its 
width  does  not  increase  with  the  volume  of  water, 
but  IS  about  the  same  at  Galena,  1,600  miles  above 
the  mouth,  as  at  New  Orleans,  where  the  volume  is 


six  limes  as  great.  It  is  645  yards  wide  at  Vidalia, 
Louisiana.  It  drains  an  area  of  300,000  square 
miles.  Its  mean  velocity  at  the  surface,  for  the 
year,  opposite  Vidalia,  is  1,88  miles  per  hour.  (Op- 
posite St.  Louis  Its  velocity  is  about  three  miles  pec 
hour.)  Its  mean  depth,  per  annum,  across  the  entire 
channel,  at  the  same  place,  (Vidalia,)  is  about  sixty 
feet.  The  mean  velocity  is  reduced  about  fifteen 
per  cent,  by  friction  against  the  bottom.  The  total 
amount  of  water  discharged,  per  annum,  in  cubic 
feet,  is  8,092,118,940,000.  [Pro/.  Forshey. 

MISSOURI  RIVER. 

The  Missouri  river  rises  within  one  mile  of  the 
head  waters  of  the  great  river  of  the  Oregon.  It 
opens  the  “gates  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,”  at  a point 
411  miles  above  the  head  of  its  navigation.  The  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  its  principal  tributaries,  each 
navigable,  from  100  te  800  miles: 

The  Yellowstone  river  is  800  yards  wide  at  its 
mouth. 

Cliienne  river  i.s  400  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

White  river  is  300  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Big  Sioux  river  is  110  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Platte  river  is  600  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Kanzas  river  is  233  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Grand  river  is  190  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

La  Mine  river  is  70  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Osage  river  is  397  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

Gasconade  river  is yards  at  its  mouth. 

The  length  of  the  .Missouri,  from  its  source  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  the  longest  in  the  world.  Its 
average  rapidity  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the  Missis- 
sippi,  as  the  average  level  of  its  valley  is  nearly 
twice  more  elevated  than  that  of  the  Mississippi.-- 
The  first  year  a steamboat  navigated  the  Missouri 
was  1819.  The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  num- 
ber of  steamboats  engaged  in  the  trade  of  that  river 
from  1838  to  1846: 

Year.  J^o.  of  boats. 

1838  17 

1839  35 

1840  28 

1841  32 

1842  26 

1843  26 

1845,  arrivals  at  St.  Louis  from 
Missouri. 

1846,  do  do  do  do  do  loo 

The  Santa  Fe,  trade,  and  the  fur  and  Indian  trade 

as  well  as  the  domestic  commerce  of  that  river  are 
very  important  and  extensive,  and  there  are  those 
who  anticipate  the  period  when  that  stream  will  be 
made  a great  artery  of  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  China  and  the  East  Indies.  The  trade 
between  St.  Louis  and  Santa  Fe  is  estimated  at  $500  - 
000  per  annum.  The  fur  trade  of  St.  Louis  is  val- 
ued at  $300,000  per  annum. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS. 

The  agricultural  products  of  the  slates  ofKen- 
lucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Lousiana, 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  for  J845,  were  in  pari  as 
follows:  w'heat,  52,423,000  bushels:  oats  83  336  000* 
corn,  297,396,000;  Potatoes,  26.595,000;  Tobaceo! 

047  o1)0  sugar  194,. 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  EXPENSES. 

Comparative  statement  of  the  expenses  of  a boat 
on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  of  one  on  the  Lower 
Mississippi. 

Sieamboatl , of  249  tons;  from  St.  Louis  to 

New  Orleans,  from  29lh  May  to  16lh  June  1847 
inclusive,  (18  days.)  * 

To  wood,  $856,62 

wages,  i_0J7,61 

stores,  467,76 

expenses.  223,10 

Total,  *2  565  09 

Being  an  average  of  $142,50  per  day.  ’ ’ 

Down  cargo,  520  tons. 

Steamboat  F , of  120  tons,  from  St.  Louis 

to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  from  March  27th  to  June 
oiD,  being  73  days: 

To  wood,  $1,313,89 

3,650,00 

expenses,  2,251,85 

676,43 


f/o.  of  Trips. 
96 
141 
147 
162 
188 
205 


249 

156 


Total,  Q32  19 

Being  an  average  of  $108,11  per  day.  ’ ’ 

But  the  average  expense  of  the  M of 

886  tons,  is  $355  per  day;  trading  between  St.  Louis 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  average  daily  expense  of  the  D 

of  132  tons,  lunning  of  the  Illinois  river,  is  $70  per 
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WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


POSTSCRIPT — BATTLE  BETWEEN  GENERAL  PIERCe’s 
DIVISION  AND  THE  MEXICANS. 

Just  as  the  Register  was  going  to  press,  a telegra- 
phic despatch  from  Richmond,  Va.,  reached  here 
with  later  news. 

Gen.  Pierce  left  Vera  Cruz  vvilh  the  most  formi- 
dable train  and  force  that  had  jet  marched  to  rein- 
force Gen.  Scott.  Previous  letlers  from  Vera  Cruz 
estimated  his  command  at  about  4000  men,  the  train 
at  ISO  wagons  and  seven  hundred  mules,  convey- 
ing besides  other  things,  about  one  million  of  dollars 
in  specie. 

The  telegraphic  despatch  states  that  General  P’s. 
force  consisted  of  2,S(i0  men, — that  on  reaching  the 
national  bridge — which  is  23  miles  from  Vera  Cruz, 
they  were  intercepted  by  a body  of  1,400  Mexicans, 
and  a severe  fight  ensued,  in  which  the  Mexicans 
were  routed,  with  the  loss  of  150  men; — 30  Ameri- 
cans killed  and  wounded. 

General  Pierce,  not  considering  it  prudent  to  push 
on,  had  returned  to  Vera  Cruz  for  artillery  and  re- 
inforcements. The  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  an 
immense  Mexican  force  had  lined  the  whole  road, 
not  only  with  a view  to  intercept  the  valuable  trains, 
but  to  cut  off  General  Scott  from  reinforcements,  so 
as  to  embarrass  him  in  his  onward  movement,  as 
well  as  to  make  his  army  a more  easy  conquest  to 
the  forces  concentrated  at  the  capital. 

General  Scott,  at  the  latest  accounts,  was  still  at 
Puebla,  waiting  the  reply  of  the  Mexican  congress. 
Generals  Cadvvallader  and  Pillow  were  at  Perote, 
awaiting  the  summons  of  Gen.  Scott  to  join  him  in 
bis  forward  movement  against  the  capital.  They 
bad  routed  ibe  Mexicans  at  Lahoja. 

Col.  De  liussey  attacked  twelve  hundred  Mexi- 
cans at  Haginetta,  with  a few  hundred  men,  and 
was  surrounded  and  placed  in  great  peril.  He, 
however,  succeeded  in  cutting  his  way  through  the 
enemy,  with  a loss  of  20  killed  and  10  wounded.  A 
reinforcement  having  arrived  at  a very  opportune 
moment. 

Amongst  the  killed  we  regret  to  learn,  was  Capt. 
Boyd,  who  commanded  one  of  the  companies  of  the 
Baltimore  battalion,  and  remained  at  Tampico  in 
service  after  the  battalion  was  discharged. 

Capt.  Boyd’s  lieutenant,  Tauneyhill,  was  mortal- 
ly wounded. 

Another  account  states  that  16  of  the  Louisiana 
volunteers  were  killed,  and  16  of  other  regiments  lost 
or  missing, — killed  on  the  Mexiean  side  one  hundred 
and  eleven. 

De  Russy’s  detachment  reached  Tampico  on  the 
night  of  the  16th.  They  lost  their  horses  and  pack 
mules. 

The  steamer  New  Orleans  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
14th, — the  same  morning  that  Gen.  Pearce  marched 
from  thence.  She  arrived  at  Tampico  the  15lh,  and 
was  despatched  back  to  Vera  Cruz  by  Col.  Gates, 
with  a requisition  for  lour  companies  ofin.‘‘antry  and 
two  steamers,  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  Col.  De  Russy. 
She  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th,  at  2 P.  M., — 
found  the  city  in  great  exeilemeut.  General  Peaice 
had  returned  for  reinforcements,  and  liad  marched 
again  with  700  additional,  making  his  force  3,200, — 
but  leaving  the  city  in  apprehension  of  an  attack  — 
The  aid  could  not  be  furnished. 

Mexican  Commissioners  appointed  to  confer 
WITH  Mr.  Trist. — The  despatch  goes  on  te  say  that 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  seems  to  have  received  a 
more  favorable  reception  in  the  Mexican  congress 
than  was  reported  or  anticipated.  They  have  ap- 
pointed two  commissioners  to  confer  with  Mr.  Trist, 
and  it  was  asserted  that  General  Santa  Anna  had  de- 
clared himself  in  favor  of  peace.  Santa  Anna  is  a 
much  more  successful  negotiator  than  general,  and 
will  doubtless  endeavor  to  reinstate  himself  in  the 
favor  of  bis  countrymen  by  his  management  of  the 
negotiations  that  may  ensue. 

This  news  caused  a great  sensation  at  New  Or 
leans  on  the  23d,  and  was  fully  relied  upon.  The 
commissioners  were  to  meet  Mr.  Trist  at  San  Mar- 
tin, eight  leagues  from  Puebla. 

“army  of  occupation.’’ 

Gen.  Wool  at  the  last  dale?,  27 ih  June,  was  qt  Buena 
Vista  witli  file  Virginia,  Mississippi,  and  North  Caroli- 
na volunteers,  and  Sherman’s,  Washington’s  and  Pren 
tiss’  batteries,' — in  all  about  27U0  men. 

General  Taylor  was  at  Walnut  Springs  with  the  16th 
regiment,  Bragg’s  battery,  and  two  spuadruns  of  dra- 
goons. 

General  Hoppin  is  near  Camargo,  at  the  “camp  ofln- 
Blruction,”  drilling  about  2U0U  of  the  new  levies. 

About  the  13ili  of  June,  Gen.  Wool  was  notified  of  the 
advance  of  about  lOOu  cavalry,  Irom  Matahula,  under 
Avalez  and  Minon.  The  Me.xicans  believed  that  these 
were  to  be  joined  by  a Iqrge  force  under  Valencia  and  j 


Salas,  and  that  an  attack  was  lobe  made  on  Gen.  Wool. 
Valencia  was  otherwise  occupied.  The  ‘advance  corps’ 
became  dissatisfied;  at  the  last  accounts  they  were  retro- 
grading. 

There  was  a great  dinner  given  at  Monterey  on  the 
4th  of  July,  and  a volunteer  toast  given  to  “Gen.  Taylor, 
the  next  president  of  the  United  Stales.’’  This  brought 
out  the  old  hero,  in  a speech  of  some  length,  which  des- 
cribed by  those  who  heard  it  to  have  been  a very  able  and 
eloquent  one,  indeed,  and  one  calculated,  if  reported  in 
full,  tn  create  quite  a sensation  in  the  country. 
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Latest  from  Europe. — The  steamer  Washington, 
with  English  dates  to  the  15th  inst.  Fleur  had  advanced 
Is.  6d., — last  quotations  S7s.  a 88s.  Wheat  6s.  Id,  Col- 
ton firm.  Prospect  of  crops  very  fair.  Money  market 
firm — weather  favorable— excellent  potatoes  in  the  Liv- 
erpool market— fever  at  Liverpool  unabated.  Nothing 
new  from  the  continent. 

Mediterranean  squadron. — TheU.  Stales  steamer] 
Princeton,  sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  the  23d  instant' 
Tile  Alleghany,  Lieut.  Hunter,  will  follow  in  a lew  days 
The  Alarion,  Comma, nder  Simonds  was  detached  from 
the  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  Commodore 
Read,  sailed  from  Port  Piaya  on  the  4ih  June,  and  on 
the  20ih  June  reports  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  from 
lat.  36°  N.  Ion.  33°  25,  W.  bound  for  Gibraltar. 

The  Rothschilds,  it  is  said,  pay  tn.xes  on  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars. 

Shap.k  fishing. — Several  boats  are  now  engaged  at 
Quidnit  and  Siasconset,  in  taking  sharks.  Four  men 
took,  in  two  days,  last  week,  fifty  of  these  fish,  which 
made  sixty  gallons  of  oil,  worth  45  cents  a gallon.  The 
carcasses  sell  for  nine  dollars  a hundred  for  manure. 

[Nantucket  Inguirer. 

Emigrants  at  Quebec, — On  the  25ih  instant,  there  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  172  cabin  and  1863  steerag;e  passen- 
gers. Of  the  latter  1000  were  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  450  from  Dutch  ports,  and  465  from  Havre. 

Emigrants  at  Quebec. — The  total  number  of  emi- 
grants arrived  since  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  19th 
inst.,  is  53,607.  Number  of  sick  in  the  immigrant 
sheds,  1,882.  Deaths  in  the  preceding  twenty  lour 
hours,  30. 

Deaths  during  the  week,  at  F.allimore  120,  of  which 
19  were  free  colored,  3 slaves, — 17  died  of  consumption 
and  9 of  ship  fever.  There  were  44  deaths  at  Brooklyn 
during  the  week  ending  the  19ih. 

At  Montreal,  on  the  24th,  thirty-two  deaths  occurred, 
and  1712  remained  sick  in  the  emigrant  sheds.  During 
that  week  235  deaths  occurred. 

At  Philadelphia,  during  the  week,  242.  At  St.  Loui.s, 
the  week  ending  on  the  19th,  114.  At  New  York,  520 
deaths  occurred  during  tlie  week,  of  which  about  one- 
tliird  were  fronq  Ireland. 

A Comet  waa  discovered  on  the  14th  instant  by  G.  P 
Bond,  Esq.,  at  the  Cambridge  obaervalory.  Mass.,  being 
the  fifth  comet  first  discovered  in  this  country  by  that 
gentleman.  July  20ih,  10  h,  23  m.,  it  was  observed,  hav- 
ing right  ascen.  23  h.  59.  Deck  80°  53  m.  12  s,,  having  a 
bright  nucleus,  surrounded  by  a diffused  nebulous  ap- 
pearance when  viewed  tluough  the  grand  refractor.  It 
IS  so  far  north  as  to  remain  above  our  horizon  the  whole 
twenty-four  hours. 

M.  Colls,  at  the  observatory  of  Parma,  on  the  7ih  of 
May,  di.scovered  a comet  in  the  constellation  of  the  Little 
Lion,  between  the  stars  Nos.  21  and  30,  Harding’s  chart; 
having  a small  circular  nebulosity,  with  a slight  twink- 
ling near  the  centre.  The  comet  is  so  feeble  that  on  the 
14th  it  was  affected  by  a star  of  the  lOih  magnitude.  It 
waa  departing  rapidly. 

As  far  back  as  1751,  Richard  Dunthrone,  of  Cam- 
bridge, England,  on  computiug  the  elements  of  the  comet 
of  the  year  1264,  found  it  so  similar  to  the  great  comet  of 
1556,  that  he  concluded  the  two  were  identical,  and  if  so, 
its  returns  might  be  expected  about  1848.  Subsequent 
investigations  go  to  confirm  these  calculations,  and  as- 
tronomers are  already  on  the  look  out  from  the  “light 
houses  of  the  skies’’  for  the  long  absent  wanderer. 

Elections,  for  representatives  to  congress  will  be 
held  on  Monday  next,  the  2d  August  in  the  states  of 
Kentucky,  Alabama,  Indiana  and  Iowa,  and  on 
Thursday  next,  the  5tii  instant  in  the  states  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Tennessee,  Maryland  elects  on  the 
6th  October  and  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  on  the 
9th  November.  Parties  are  actively  electioneering 
in  all  those  states. 

From  Tennessee,  the  Washington  Union  publiahes 
a letter  to  the  editor  which  says — “Our  election  is 
close  at  hand.  You  need  have  no  fears  of  the  result. 
Governor  Brown  will  be  re-eleeted  by  an  increased 
majority.  We  shall  have  the  legislature  too,  which 
is  important,  as  a senator  is  to  be  elected;  and  1 shall 
be  much  surprised  if  a democrat  is  not  elected  to 
congress  in  the  second  district,  (Cooke’s.)  The 
whigs  here  say,  if  they  are  defeated  this  time,  it  will 
be  the  last  fight  in  Tennessee.  Well,  we  shall  let 
them  rest  in  peace,  for  they  have  been  right  trou- 
blesome.” 


The  following  address  was  presented  by  the  citizens 
of  Alexandria,  to  his  excellency.  Geo.  Washington, 
on  his  way  to  the  Grand  Federal  Congress — 

To  George  Washington,  Esquire,  president  of  the  U. 
Slates,  ifc.  Sfc. 

Again  your  country  demands  your  care.  Obedient 
to  its  wishes,  unmindful  of  your  own  ease,  we  see 
you  again  relinquishing  the  bliss  of  retirement;  and 
this  too  at  a period  of  life  when  nature  itself  seems 
to  authorise  a preference  of  repose. 

Not  to  extol  your  glory  as  a soldier — not  to  pour 
forth  our  gratitude  for  past  services— no*,  to  acknow-- 
ledge  the  justice  of  the  unexampled  honor  which  has 
been  conferred  upon  you  by  the  spontaneous  and 
unanimous  suffrage  of  three  millions  of  freemen,  in 
your  election  to  the  supreme  magistracy — not  to  ad- 
mire the  patriotism  which  directs  jsur  conduct,  do 
your  neighbors  and  friends  now  address  you.  Themes 
less  splendid,  but  more  endearing  impress  our  minds. 
The  first  and  best  of  citizens  must  leave  us!  Our 
age  must  leave  their  ornament!  Our  youth  their 
model!  Our  agriculture  its  improver!  Our  commerce 
its  friend!  Our  infant  academy  their  patron!  Our 
poor  their  benefactor! — a.  d the  interior  navigation 
of  the  Patowmack,  an  event  replete  with  the  most 
extensive  utility,  already,  by  your  unremitted  exer- 
tions brought  into  partial  life,  its  iiistilutor  and  pro- 
molei! 

Farewell!  Go;  and  make  a grateful  people  happy; 
—a  people  who  will  be  doubly  gratified  when  they 
contemplate  this  recent  sacrifice  for  their  interest.  • 

To  that  Being  who  makelh  and  unmaketh  at  his 
will,  we  commend  you;  and  after  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  arduous  business  to  which  your  are 
called,  may  He  restore  to  us  the  best  of  men,  ami 
the  most  beloved  fellow  citizen. 

In  behalf  of  the  people  of  Alexandria. 

Dennis  Ramsay,  j/jayar. 

dlpnl  16,  1789. 

HIS  excellency’s  answer. 

To  the  Mayor,  Corporation,  and  Citizens  of  ^ilexan- 
dria; — 

Gentlemen: — Although  I ought  not  to  conceal, 
yet  1 cannot  describe  the  painful  emotions  which 
J lelt  in  being  called  upon  to  determine  whether  1 
would  accept  or  refuse  the  presidency  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  unanimity  in  the  choice,  the  opinion  of  my 
friends  communicated  from  different  parts  of  Europe, 
as  well  as  of  America,— the  apparent  wish  of  those 
who  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  constitution 
in  its  present  form,  and  an  ardent  desire  on  my  own 
part,  to  be  instrumental  in  conciliating  the  good  will 
of  njy  countrymen  towards  each  other,  have  induced 
an  acceptance.  Those  who  know  me  best,  (and  you, 
my  fellow  citizens,  are,  from  your  situation,  in  that 
number)  know  better  th.m  any  others,  my  love  of 
reliiement  was  so  great,  that  nn  earthly  considera- 
tiou,  short  of  a conviction  of  duty,  could  have  pre- 
vailed upon  me  to  depart  from  my  resolution  “never 
more  to  lake  any  share  iii  iransactiuns  of  a public 
ualure.” 

For  at  my  age,  and  my  circumstances,  what  pos- 
sible advantages  could  1 propose  to  myself,  from 
embarking  again  on  the  tempestuous  aiul  uncertain 
ocean  of  public  life. 

1 do  not  feel  myself  under  the  necessity  of  making 
public  declarations,  in  order  to  convince  you,  gen- 
tlemen, of  my  attachment  to  yourselves  and  regard 
to  your  interests.  The  whole  tenor  of  my  life  has 
been  open  to  your  inspection;  and  my  past  actions, 
rather  than  my  present  declarations,  must  be  the 
pledge  for  my  future  conduct. 

In  the  mean  time  I lliank  you  most  sineerely  lor 
the  expressions  of  kindness  contained  in  your  vale- 
dictory address.  It  IB  true,  just  alter  having  bade 
a lieu  to  my  domestic  connexions,  this  tender  proof 
of  your  friendship,  is  but  too  well  calculated  still 
further  to  aw  aken  my  sensibility  and  increase  my 
regret,  at  parting  from  the  enjoyments  of  private 
life, 

All  that  now  remains  for  me,  is  to  commit  myself 
at.d  you  to  the  protection  of  that  Beneficent  Being, 
who,  on  a former  occasion,  hath  happily  brought  ua 
together,  after  a long  and  distressing  separation. — 
Perhaps  the  same  gracious  Providence  will  agaip 
indulge  us  with  the  same  heart-fell  felicity.  But 
worcs,  my  fellow  citizens,  fail  me.  Unutterable 
sensations  must  then  be  left  to  move  expressive 
silence,  w bile,  from  an  aching  heart,  i bid  you  all, 
my  afi'ectiooaie  Irieiidsand  kind  neighbors,  farewell! 

The  Carmelita. — A letter  from  Barcelona,  June, 
17,  says  that  “the  Carmelita,  Littlefield,  from  Maya- 
guez  to  Trieste,  which  was  brought  in  here,  2d  ult , 
by  a Mexican  privateer,  has  this  day  been  declared 
by  the  authorities  to  be  released,  and  it  is  expected 
will  be  able  to  put  to  sea  about  the  20th  instant.” 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 


OFFICIAL. 

Ti'Cttsury  Department,  August  2,  1847. 
The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  quarter 
ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  were,  as  nearly  as  can 


now  be  ascertained: 

From  customs,  about  $7,065,000 

“ lands  1,053,650 

“ loans  of  1846  and  1847  12,242,900 

“ premiums  on  loan  30,000 

“ miscellaneous  sources  13,500 


$20,405,050 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  were: 
Civil  list,  miscellaneous  and  foreign  in- 
tercourse $1,210,304  05 

On  account  of  the 

army  $16,172,594  51 
“ “ Indian  depart- 
ment 204,066  72 

“ “ fortifications  161,777  27 

“ “pensions  22,175  11 

16,560,613  61 

“ “navy  1,931,80939 

“ “ interest,  &c.,  on  public  debt  617,175  75 

“ “ reimbursement  and  interest  of 

treasury  notes  2,154,78293 

“ “ reimbursement  of  treasury  notes 

purloined  including  interest  919  62 


$22,575,505  30 
McCLINTOCK  YOUNG, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

THE  PALMERSTON  “WARNING.” 

It  is  lamentable  to  record  such  a specimen  of  im- 
pudence and  folly,  as  will  be  found  under  the  foreign 
head  in  tliis  number.  After  loudly  cheering  and  ap- 
plauding such  a speech  from  the  minister  in  charge 
of  the  foreign  relations,  the  British  parliament  may 
well  close  their  seven  years’  labors  and  stand  dis- 
solved. 

Whether  Lord  Palmerston’s  speech  on  this  occa- 
s'on  is  most  characterized  by  impudence  or  by  folly, 
might  be  difficult  to  decid'.  Probably  it  is  because 
we  have  been  more  accustomed  to  specimens  of  im- 
pudence from  that  direction,  that  we  are  less  surpri- 
sed at  its  recurrence,  than  we  are  at  the  folly  exhibi- 
ted in  this  instance.  A discussion  relative  to  differ- 
ences with  the  Spanish  government  gave  his  lordship 
no  feasable  pretext  for  lugging  in  a reference  to  the 
United  States.  It  was  done  so  gracelessly  as  well 
as  gratuitously,  that  nothing  but  an  inveterate  pro- 
pensity to  quarrel  with  the  United  States,  can  ac- 
count for  it.  The  posture  of  affairs  at  this  time,  eith- 
er as  between  the  British  government  and  ours,  or  as 
existing  in  this  country,  would  have  made  such  a ri- 
diculous bravado  the  very  last  thing  that  a British 
statesman  should  have  dreamed  of  uttering;  any  man 
of  common  sense  must  see  this,  and  so  pronounce. 
It  is  absolutely  an  occasion  for  pity — for  deep  sym- 
pathy with  a people  whose  affairs  are  committed  to 
the  charge  of  a man  so  far  subject  to  prejudices — 
to  passions — to  antipathies,  as  Palmerston  undoubt- 
edly is.  The  display  of  such  a “convulsive  parox- 
ysm” is  lamented  for  the  sake  of  humanity.  We  can- 
not help  pitying  even  the  man  himself.  His  lord- 
ship  distinguishes  the  rising  of  a rival  to  all  of  Eng. 
land’s  greatness — and  that  rival,  this  Republic.  He 
sickens  as  he  recognizes  this  rivalry,  and  looks  in  vain 
through  the  vista  in  the  foreground  for  an  alternative. 
One  burst  of  pent  up  feeling  he  must  indulge.  Weak, 
wicked,  bootless  is  the  effort.  Sad  the  spectacle.  A 
man  that  from  his  station  might  be — ought  to  be  great 
and  good,  makes  an  absolute  fool  ol  himself  in  the 
face  of  all  the  gazing  world. 

Accustomed  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
long  have  been  to  witness  little  effusions  of  spite  and 
malice  from  “the  mother  country,”  they  will  peruse 
this  latest  specimen  of  British  ministerial  weakness 
and  parliamentary  subserviency,  with  more  of  sad- 
ness than  of  resentment — Mrs.  Trollope  has  reached 
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the  “wool  sack.”  It  is  indeed  a melancholy  proof 
of  degeneracy,  else  would  we  laugh  the  bravado  to 
scorn. 

If  Lord  Palmerston  wanted  an  expedient  for  ar- 
resting the  exertions  making  in  every  indebted  Slate 
in  this  Union  to  redeem  their  financial  obligations, 
none  could  be  imagined  more  likely  to  effect  the 
object  tha  n that  of  ftis  attempting  to  threaten  them 
into  the  measure.  If  any  one  thing  could  induce  the 
people  of  this  country  to  hesitate  as  to  fidelity  to  their 
engagements,  it  would  be  the  idea  that  there  was  an 
attempt  to  impose,  it  even  by  the  faintest  shadow  of 
compulsion, — and  especially  from  that  quarter. 

Lord  Palmerston,  British  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, is  the  last  man  in  England  that  could  escape 
with  the  imputation  of  ignorance  as  to  American  in- 
stitutions and  the  forms  of  our  government.  He 
knew  well,  the  relation  of  the  states  to  the  general 
government  and  the  extent  of  authority  and  respon- 
sibility in  the  premises.  It  was  not  ignorance  but 
sheer  impudence  in  him  to  assume  to  lecture  either 
the  one  or  the  other  on  moral  obligations.  The 
theme  is  an  admirable  one  truly  for  a British  Minis- 
ter. We  commend  his  lordship  to  the  perusal  of 
British  History, 

ATLANTIC  STEAMERS. 

The  American  Mail  Steamer  Washington,  left 
Southampton  England,  on  the  10th  inst.,  according  to 
advertisement,  but  after  proceeding  about  100  miles, 
the  Captain  ascertained  that  the  quality  of  the  coal 
he  had  shipped  in  England  was  not  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose. Before  she  reache.l  the  Needles  it  was  found 
that  the  furnace  bars  were  partially  destroyed;  they 
were  however  replaced  with  new  ones;  these  in  turn 
were  affected,  and  it  became  evident  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  continue  the  voyage;  under  these  circum. 
stances,  the  vessel’s  head  was  turned  at  half  past  3 A. 
M.  on  the  1 1th  instant,  and  she  arrived  in  Southamp. 
ton  again  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

A meeting  of  the  passengers  was  called  and  a com- 
mittee for  investigation,  of  nine  persons,  entirely  un- 
connected with  the  ship  and  of  three  or  four  differ- 
ent nations,  was  chosen.  The  committeee  examined 
the  coal,  the  bars,  &c.,  and  received  the  reports  of  the 
officers  of  the  vessel,  including  the  two  chief  engi- 
neers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted.  The  report  says:  “From  all  the  evidence  < 

brought  before  them,  they  can  only  ascribe  tlie  ina- 
bility of  the  ship  to  pursue  her  voyage  to  the  bad 
quality  of  the  coal  employed,  a species  of  anthracite,  : 
jesembling  somewhat  the  American  in  appearance,  < 
but  which  destroyed  two  sets  of  furnace  bars  within  i 
the  short  space  of  24  hours.  The  bars  were  the 
same  that  had  been  in  use  during  the  whole  voyage  i 
from  New  York,  and  remained  entirely  untouched 
until  the  day  of  sailing  from  Southampton, 

The  committee  would  also  say  that  every  facility  ; 
has  been  offered  them  by  the  captain  and  all  connec- 
ted with  the  vessel,  the  investigation  having  been  de- 
sired rather  than  avoided,  and  they  are  ready  to  ex-  ' 
press  in  the  most  public  manner,  their  undiminished  i 
confidence  in  Capt.  Hewitt  and  his  ship.  A strong  i 
proof  that  this  confidence  is  general  among  the  other  i 
passengers  is  the  fact  that,  although  Captain  Hewitt  : 
offered  to  refund  immediately  the  passage  money  of  i 
all  who  might  be  disposed  to  leave,  only  two  of  the  ! 
whole  number  have  done  so,  and  those  not  for  rea- 
sons connected  with  the  vessel.” 

The  Washington  was  refitted,  and  replenished 
with  other  coal,  and  again  left  Southampton  with  a 1 
large  number  of  passengers  on  the  15th  July,  and  : 
reached  New  York  in  fourteen  days  and  a few  hours.  1 
A letter  from  the  New  York  correspondent  of  the  i 
Philadelphia  inejuirer  says:  “It  is  stated  that  she  I 

would  have  made  the  passage  in  twelve  days,  if  the 
engineers  and  firemen  on  board  had  done  their  duty-  t 
There  are  two  sets  of  engineers  and  firemen  on  ( 
board,  and  it  appears  that  the  dispute  arose  between  , 
them  when  tha  vessel  was  two  or  three  days  out,  ] 
which  resulted  in  delaying  the  passage.  One  set  was  1 
in  favor  of  a quick  voyage,  and  would  put  on  steam  1 


f enough  to  propel  the  ship  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  or 
I fourteen  miles  per  hour,  while  the  other  set,  to  pique 
those  with  whom  they  quarrelled,  would  allow  tha 
■ steam  to  go  down.  Thus  during  one  watch  the  ves- 
sel would  go  on  very  well,  hut  in  the  next  she  would 
, fall  off.  The  affair  will  be  laid  before  the  directors 
immediately,  and  the  wrong  doers  discharged.” 

The  French  Steamer  Philadelphia,  formerly  the  “La 
C/trislop/ie  CoZom6e,”  left  Cherbourg  on  the  15th  and 
reached  New  York  the  26th  July,  making  her  first 
passage  across  the  Atlantic  in  17  days,  bringing  88 
passengers  and  400Q  letters.  She  is  pronounced  tiv 
be  a very  beautiful  and  excellent  vessel,  and  is  com- 
manded by  M.  Besson,  for  a long  time  in  the  royal 
navy  of  France.  She  is  the  second  arrival  of  the 
new  French  line  of  Atlantic  steamers. 

Col.  Silas  Dinsmore,  who,  in  years  past,  figured 
in  the  political  world,  died  at  Bellview,  Ky.,  on 
the  17th  of  June,  During  the  administration  of  Mr, 
Monroe,  Col.  Dinsniore  held  for  some  time  the  office 
of  collector  at  Mobile.  The  following  laconic  cor- 
respondence between  the  then  secretary  of  Ihe  treas- 
ury and  the  Colonel,  will  show  how  he  was  “rota- 
ted.” 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington  January  15th,  1822, 

Sir — This  department  is  desirous  of  knowing  how 
far  the  Tombigbee  river  runs  up.  You  vail  please 
communicate  the  information. 

Respectfully,  W.  H CRAWFORD. 

S.  Dinsmore,  Esq.,  Collector,  Mobile. 

Mobile,  Feb.  7,  1822. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  15th  ult.,  and  of  informing 

you,  in  reply,  that  the  J’ombigbee  does  not  nm  up  at 

all.  Very  respectfully, 

S.  DINSMORE. 

Hon.  W.  II.  Crawford,  Sec’y  Treas, 

Treasury  Department. 

Washington,  March  1,  1822. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  de- 
partment has  no  further  service  for  you  as  collector 
of  Mobile.  Respectfully, 

W.  II.  CRAWFORD. 

S.  Dinsmop.e,  Esq.,  Mobile. 

German  Relief.  The  German  papers  of  Tues- 
day contain  a card  signed  by  H.  Roedter,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man of  the  relief  committee,  appointed  last  winter 
at  the  time  a movement  was  made  in  behalf  of  the 
suffering  poor  of  Germany.  We  copy  the  following 
essential  portions  of  the  card  from  a translation  of 
the  Signal.  [Cincin.  Gaz. 

“Five  receipts  for  the  first  amount  of  money  sent 
from  this  place  for  the  relief  of  suffering  in  Germa- 
ny have  reached  the  committee.  Each  receipt  is  for 
$554  90 — consequent!)  the  whole  amount  of  $2,774 
57  was  received  at  the  five  different  places  of  desti- 
nation, without  any  deduction  for  exchange.  For 
these,  acknowledgements  are  due  to  Mr,  N.  D.  C. 
Moller,  the  treasurer  of  the  relief  fund.  Each  re- 
ceipt is  signed  by  the  two  gentlemen  nominated  at 
this  place  for  the  disbursement  of  their  respective 
fifths,  except  that  for  the  south  of  Germany,  which 
is  signed  by  Rev.  Bishop  Kaiser,  of  Mentz,  alone; 
the  well  known  and  esteemed  philanthopist,  Mr. 
Ernst  Emil  Hoffman  having  departed  his  benevolent 
life  before  the  arrival  of  the  money.” 

Dinner  at  Southampton.  The  Southampton  (Eng- 
lish) Independent,  of  the  lOtb  July,  gives  a glowing 
account  of  a magnificent  entertainment  given  by  Col. 
Barlow,  Chairman  of  the  Southampton  Dock  Compa- 
ny, at  the  Dolphin  Hotel,  to  celebrate  the  arrival  in 
the  Southampton  Docks  of  the  Washington. 

The  host  occupied  the  centre  of  the  table,  with 
the  American  Minister  on  his  right,  and  Capt.  Hewitt, 
Copinaander  of  the  Washington,  on  his  left;  opposite, 
John  Hopton  Forbes,  Esq.,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
Dock  Company,  with  Capt.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart., 
R.  N.,  Admiralty  Superintendent,  on  his  right;  and  S. 
Prioe  F.l wards,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs,  on  hia 
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^eft.  Mr.  Bancroft  it  seems,  had  arrived  there  the 
day  before  to  visit  the  Washington.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  secretary  and  .T.  R.  Croskey,  Esq., 
the  American  Consul,  all  of  whom  afterwards  pj-o- 
ceeded  on  board  the  Ripton,  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
steamship,  and  the  Dee,  West  India  Mail  steam- 
ship. 

The  banquet  was  everything  that  was  choice,  both 
in  the  sumptuous  variety  of  the  feast,  and  the  distingue 
character  of  the  guests.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  to 
“our  country,”  “our  Queen,”  “our  Prince,”  and  “our 
president,”  being  given,  the  U.  S.  Minister  was  cal- 
led up  by  a complimentary  sentiment,  that  contained 
some  allusions  to  the  political  aud  literary  talents  of 
that  dignitary.  To  this  he  responded  briefly  and  fit- 
tingly. Among  other  things  he  said  that  during  the 
time  he  had  been  in  England,  the  courtesies  and  kind- 
ness he  had  universally  met  with  had  tended  to  ce- 
ment in  his  mind  the  attachment  he  had  previously 
felt  for  the  mother  country.  Though  born  an  Ame- 
rican, he  felt  that  he  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  Eng- 
lish people.  Proud  England,  he  hoped,  would  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  her  daughter  America.  The 
Americans  had  been  taught  to  look  to  England  as 
their  parent,  with  affection  and  esteem,  and  with  a 
desire  to  copy  from  its  institutions  every  thing  that 
was  good. 

And  again— alluding  to  the  steamers  he  had  visi- 
ted at  Southampton,  the  American  ambassador  went 
on  to  remark  that  these  ships,  in  every  journey,  ten- 
ded to  draw  closer  the  bonds  of  friendship  between 
the  nations,  and  to  add  strength  to  the  principles  of 
peace  and  good  will.  After  expatiating  upon  the  great 
capabilities  of  the  port  of  Southampton  for  accommo- 
dating a vast  commerce,  his  Excellency  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  was  delighted  to  find  the  great  facilities 
that  had  been  given  to  the  engineers  and  other  offi- 
cers who  came  there  in  the  Washington,  for  acquir- 
ing all  the  information  that  was  essential  in  carrying 
out  their  undertaking;  and  for  the  general  courtesy 
and  aid  which  had  been  received  by  all  parties,  he 
begged  to  offer  his  best  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the 
American  States  and  of  the  Ocean  Steam  Navigation 
Company.  He  concluded  by  proposing  the  health  of 
Col.  Barlow. 

Capt.  Hewitt  replied  to  a toast  given  in  his  honor, 
and  took  occasion  to  dwell  on  the  great  facilities  af- 
forded by  the  port  of  Southampton.  Other  steam 
companies  having  been  toasted,  and  their  represen- 
tatives having  appropriately  responded,  the  mirth  and 
good  feeling  of  the  company  expanded  themselves  un- 
til a late  hour  of  the  night,  or  rather  to  an  early  hour 
of  the  morning,  when  they  separated. 

The  French  in  the  United  States.  The  anni- 
versary of  the  revolution  of  1830  was  celebrated  last 
week  at  the  Apollo  Saloon  in  New  York  by  the  na- 
tive French  residents,  and  others.  The  room  in  which 
the  entertainment  was  spread  was  splendidly  decora- 
ted by  the  national  flag  of  France  and  the  United 
States,  and  the  dinner  got  up  in  the  best  style  of  Mr. 
Bonnard. 

After  the  eatables  had  been  dispatched,  Mr.  Hya- 
cinth Peugnet  made  a few  pertinent  remarks  intro- 
ductory to  the  following  toasts: 

The  Days  of  July:  They  form  three  of  the  most 
brilliant  pages,  not  only  of  the  history  of  France,  but 
of  the  history  of  the  whole  world;  for  in  them  the 
people  have  shown  themselves  thrice  great — great  in 
the  knowledge  of  their  rights,  in  their  courage  in 
combat,  and  in  their  dignity  and  moderation  in  vic- 
tory. To  the  three  days  of  July!  To  France! 

The  King  of  the  French:  The  choice  of  the  revo- 
lution whose  anniversary  we  celebate,  his  grandeur 
and  his  titles  rest  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and 
of  reason,  both  of  which  are  of  divine  right. 

The  President  of  the  United  States:  First  Magis- 
trate of  a free  and  sovereign  people.  His  simple 
seat  is  placed  as  high  as  the  most  illustrious  throne, 
for  he  is  supported  by  the  arms  of  twenty-nine  states 
upraised  for  liberty. 

M.  Pageot,  our  distinguished  representative:  If  in 
inviting  him  to  join  us  on  this  auspicious  day  we  have 
given  him  an  evidence  of  our  high  esteem,  in  ac- 
cepting our  invitation  he  gives  a proof  of  his  devotion 
to  the  glory  of  our  country.  His  presence  affixes  the 
seal  of  nationality  to  the  glorious  anniversary  which 
we  celebrate. 

The  Press  of  New  York:  The  courageous  van- 
guard of  that  intellectual  battalion  which  is  the  best 
army  of  a republic — whose  conquests  are  the  cheap- 
est and  surest. 


After  the  above  and  some  ( ther  toasts  were  drunk, 
the  President  announced  that  M.  Pageot,  French 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  would  reply 
to  the  one  ip  his  honor. 

Mr.  Pageot  said:  Gentlemen:  The  reception  given 
to  the  sentiment  not  long  since  proposed,  adds  value 
to  the  invitation  w'hich  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send 
me. 

It  is  always  a useful  spectacle  in  a foreign  land, 
that  of  harmony  between  the  representative  of  the 
government  and  his  compatriots  whose  interests  he  is 
especially  charged  to  protect,  and  it  is  especially  on 
occasion  of  the  anniversary  we  are  celebrating  that  it 
was  w’ell  to  manifest  this  harmony. 

Seventeen  years  will  soon  have  elapsed  since  our 
predecessors  assembled  to  salute  the  promise  of  the 
revolution  of  July.  More  fortunate  than  they,  w'e 
assemble  to-day  to  rejoice  in  its  benefits,  the  most 
precious  of  which  is,  and  no  one  can  contest  it,  that 
it  has  popularized  a pacific  policy,  and  given  to  the 
conquests  of  peace  the  precedence  over  those  of  war. 
Better  than  others  you  can  appreciate  these  benefits, 
for  you  are  the  first  to  suffer  by  whatever  interrupts 
their  course. 

Moreover  you  may  assert  you  were  in  this  glorious 
result,  for  the  discretion  of  the  people  contributes 
not  less  than  the  prudence  of  the  government  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  among  nations. 

It  is  my  fortunate  privilege  to  be  able  to  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  discretion  of  the  great  population  of  New 
York.  For  fifteen  years  I have  served  the  King  in 
various  capacities  at  Washington,  and  I can  declare 
that  the  French  embassy  here  never  had  other  than 
legitimate  redemptions  to  urge  upon  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. You,  gentlemen,  render  the  duty  of  King’s 
Minister  lighter.  I must  be  permitted  to  add  that  the 
spirit  of  equity  and  justice  which  characterizes  the 
American  government  equally  facilitates  the  discharge 
of  a Minister’s  duties. 

In  thanking  you  over,  gentlemen,  for  your  consid- 
eration in  inviting  me  to  be  present  with  you  to-day, 
I venture  to  propose  a toast,  which  embodies  at  once 
my  feelings  and  my  convictions: 

“To  the  French  population  of  New  York:  By  their 
filial  attachment  to  the  mother  country,  they  preserve 
all  their  claims  to  her  vigilant  solicitude;  by  their 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  laws  and  institutions  un- 
der the  protection  of  which  they  have  placed  them- 
selves here,  they  have  acquired  the  sympathy  and  the 
esteem  of  the  great  community  in  the  midst  of  which 
they  reside.” 

Mr.  Pageot’s  toast  and  speech  were  received  with 
the  most  earnest  applause,  and  he  wms  saluted  with 
repeated  cheers. 

Mr.  Charles  King  then  responded  to  the  toast  in 
honor  of  the  press.  He  spoke  in  the  French  lan- 
guage with  great  fluency  and  force.  His  remarks 
had  reference  chiefly  to  the  influence  of  the  press 
in  bringing  about  the  revolution  of  the  three  days, 
and  to  the  moderation  of  the  people  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  their  rights.  He  closed  v.'ith  the  following 
sentiment: 

“The  love  of  glory  and  the  love  of  liberty — Two 
French  inspirations.  The  one  produced  the  Empire, 
the  other  the  Three  Days.”  [Prolonged  applause.] 

Addresses  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  eve- 
ning by  Mr.  Rene  Masson,  Mr  Robilliard,  Mr. 
Caylus,  and  others,  whose  remarks  elicited  the 
most  enthusiastic  applause.  A great  many  volun- 
teer toasts  v,mre  also  offered  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

A postscript  in  our  last  announced  the  arrival  of 
the  new  American  Mail  Steamer  Washington,  with 
Southampton  dates  to  the  16th  July.  The  British 
Steamer  Hibernia  reached  Boston  on  the  1st  instant, 
with  Liverpool  dales  to  the  19th,  and  the  French 
SteamerPhiladelphia  has  since  reached  N.  York  from 
Havre,  with  dates  from  thence  to  the  14lh  insl.  We 
collate  ttie  substance  of  the  intelligence  by  these  ar- 
rivals. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Queen  in  person  would, 
on  Thursday,  the  23d  of  July,  announce  the  close  ol 
the  seven  years’  Parliament,  after  which  the  court 
would  enibark  for  Scotland,  where  lier  Majesty  and 
Prince  Albert  intended  to  prss  a portion  of  the  sum- 
mer at  the  shooting  lodge  ol  Lord  Abercorn,  amidst 
some  of  the  most  remote  and  grand  mountain  scenery 
of  her  northern  dominions. 


The  electinns  for  the  new  parliament  would  im- 
mediately take  place.  It  is  calculated  that  the  Li- 
bera) parly  will  obtain  an  accession  of  no  less  than 
80  seats  in  lie  coming  elections;  an  increase  that 
will  give  to  the  government  of  Lord  John  Russell  a 
good  working  majority  in  the  new  Parliament. 

An  opinion  gains  ground,  and  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  late  occurences,  that  a coalition  has 
been  concocted  between  Lord  John  Russell  and  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  which,  however,  is  not  to  be  generally 
and  openly  declared  until  after  the  elections. 

The  rumor  of  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington with  the  wealthy  Miss  Burdett  Coutts,  gathers 
strength.  The  London  Atlas  says: — “There  is  no 
longer  any  doubt  that  the  preliminary  arrangements 
for  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  illustrious  duke 
with  a lady  distinguished  lio  less  for  her  charitable 
munificence  than  her  wealth  are  nearly  completed. 
By  this  union  the  great  banking  firm  will  once  more 
be  in  the  hands  of  a dutchess,  while,  on  the  other 
side,  the  fortunes  of  the  house  of ‘the  hero  of  a 
hundred  battles,’  will  be  placed  upon  a basis  of 
power  which  alone  was  wanted  to  consolidate  its 
glory.” 

The  Earl  of  Dundonald,  once  vvell  known  as  Lord 
Cochrane,  has  been  formally  reinstated  in  his  rank 
m the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

An  oHiciai  letter  from  I.ord  Palmerston  to  Go- 
vernor Sir  John  Davis  has  been  published,  approving 
of  the  late  operations  in  Canton  river,  as  justified  by 
the  procrastinating  and  evasive  conduct  of  the  Chi- 
nese, and  as  one  but  calculated  to  prevent  more  se- 
rious difficulties  at  a future  period. 

Gun  cotton  explosion.  Tlie  London  Morning  Chro- 
nicle of  the  19ih  July,  gives  a Irightful  account  of 
an  explosion  which  took  place  on  the  14lh  at  a gun 
cotton  manufactory,  established  by  the  Messrs.  Hal), 
half  a mile  from  Feversham.  The  report  must  have 
been  tremendous,  and  was  distinctly  heard  thirty 
miles  off'.  Of  forty  or  fifty  persons  employed  at  the 
factory,  the  bodies  of  sixteen  had  been  found  and 
fragments  of  many  other  bodies. 

By  the  way,  the  king  of  Sweden  has  created  M, 
M.  Schonbein  and  Buttiger,  the  inventors  of  gun 
cotton,  knights  of  the  order  of  Vasa. 

Mr.  Lassell,  near  this  town,  (Liverpool)  has  as- 
certained the  existence  of  a saielliie  to  Neptune. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  London  Times  of  the 
14lh  to  the  discovery  of  a new  planet,  by  Mr.  Hencke, 
of  Dresden. 

English  loans  to  foreign  states.  A long  cor- 
respondence has  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  British 
house  of  commons  with  Austria,  Spain,  Portugal, 
Greece,  Mexico,  and  the  states  of  South  America. — 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  explanation  of  the  omission  of 
the  United  States  from  the  document,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  motion,  said,  “tliat  the  greater  part 
of  the  debts  due  by  the  North  American  Stales  were 
due  by  the  local  Slates,  and  not  by  Uie  Union,  as 
an  aggregate  body.”  He  added,  emphatically,  “Of 
course  every  one  must  feel,  that  in  the  case  of  a 
great  body,  an  entire  nation,  like  the  United  States, 
which  attach  so  much  value  to  tlicir  character,  to 
their  liigh  character,  whatever  difliculues  may  oc- 
cur, those  difficulties  cannot  stand  loiig  in  the  way  of 
the  fulfilment  of  their  engagements,  or  long  post- 
pone an  arrangement  for  adjusting  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  United  States.” 

In  the  debate  which  followed  on  the  Gill  instant, 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  George  Beniick,  for  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Crown  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be 
advisable  to  secure  for  the  British  holders  of  unpaid 
Spanish  bonds  redreb  from  the  Governmentof  Spain, 
Lord  Palmerston,  w hilsl  opposing  the  motion,  agreed 
with  the  principles  of  puDlic  policy  laid  down  by 
Lord  George  Beniick,  but  differed  as  to  their  limited 
application.  Lord  P.  after  recapitulating  all  the 
arguments  which  had  weighed  with  successive  Go- 
vernments to  induce  them  to  show  (oibearance  to 
the  various  indebted  States,  when  applied  to  by  the 
creditors  in  Europe,  thus  concluded; — 

“1  remember, ’’said  his  Lordsliip,  “talking  one  day 
with  a very  intelligent  citizen  of  one  of  the  stales  m 
the  North  American  Union,  who  made  an  observa- 
tion which  1 believe  to  be  as  perfectly  true  as  it  is 
undoubtedly  sinking.  ‘The  diderenoe,’  he  said,  ‘be- 
tween us  who  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
South  American  States,  is  just  this — they  settle  all 
their  di-putes  by  the  cartridge  box,  whilst  we  settle 
ours  by  the  ballot  box.  ‘We,’ he  added, ‘lliink  the 
latter  is  an  infinitely  less  troublesome  and  more  con- 
venient method  of  adjusting  our  various  differences, 
because  it  leaves  us  at  liberty  to  mind  our  domestic 
affairs.’  1 am  happy  to  say  that  1 believe  the  Sout.h 
American  Slates  are  beginning  to  leave  off  the  car- 
tridge box.  SoDie  of  them  have  set  a very  good  ex- 
ample to  theoiherB,by  paying  whal  isdue  liom  them, 
and  1 hope  the  rest  will  soon  lollow  it:  And  if  a good 
example  is  set  by  those  who  hitherto  have  been  ia 
llie  habit  of  dealing  with  the  cartridge  box,  I should 
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hope  it  would  not  he  lost  upon  those  who  deal  with 
the  ballot  box.  But  the  North  Ameriean  Slates, 
who  really  are  able  to  pay,  on  l who  have  no  ex- 
cuse whatever  for  not  paying — who  have  no  internal 
revolution,  no  military  dictator,  no  civil  war  to  jus- 
tify their  breach  of  faith — I should  hope  would  not 
wait  for  the  example  of  their  southern  brethren,  but 
would  themselves  wipe  from  their  history  that  blot, 
which  must  be  considered  a slain  upon  their  national 
character.  1 do  not  differ  ft-om  my  noble  friend  as 
far  as  this  goes;  but  if  it  were  the  policy  of  England 
— the  wise  policy  of  England — to  lay  down  a rule 
that  she  should  enforce  obligations  of  a different 
kind,  I think  we  should  have  a fair  and  full  right, 
according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  do  so.  Although 
1 entreat  the  house,  upon  grounds  of  public  policy, 
not  to  impose  at  present  noon  her  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment the  obligations  which  the  proposed  address 
would  throw  upon  them,  yet  1 would  take  this  op- 
portunity of  warning  foreign  governments  who  are 
debtors  to  British  sur.jects,  that  the  lime  may  come 
when  the  house  will  no  longer  sit  patient  under  the 
wrongs  and  injustice  inflicted  upon  the  subjects  of 
the  country.  1 would  warn  them  that  the  time  may 
come  when  the  British  nation  will  not  see  with  tran- 
quillity the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions 

due  to  British  subjects,  and  the  interest  not  paid 

And  I would  warn  them  that  if  they  do  not  make 
proper  efforts  adequately  to  fulfil  their  engagements, 
the  government  of  this  country,  whatever  men  may 
be  in  office,  may  be  compelled  by  the  force  of  public 
opinion,  and  by  the  votes  of  Parliament,  to  depart 
from  that  which  hitherto  has  been  the  established 
practice  of  England,  and  to  insist  upon  the  payment 
of  debts  due  to  British  subjects.  That  we  have  tise 
means  of  enforcing  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  dispute.  It  is  not  because  we 
are  afraid  of  these  stales,  or  all  of  them  put  together 
that  we  have  refrained  from  taking  the  steps  to 
which  my  noble  friend  would  urge  us.  England,  I 
trust,  will  always  have  the  means  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice for  its  subjects  from  any  country  upon  the  face 
of  the  earlli.  But  this  is  a question  of  expediency 
and  not  a question  of  power;  therefore  let  no  foreign 
country  which  has  done  wrong  to  British  subjects 
deceive  itself  by  a false  impression,  either  that  the 
British  nation  or  the  British  Parliament  will  forever 
remain  patient  acquiescents  in  the  wrong,  or  that, 
if  called  upon  to  enforce  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
England,  the  Government  of  England  will  not  have 
ample  power  and  means  at  its  comoiaud  to  obtain 
jii'tice  of  them.” 

Ireland.  Accounts  are  generally  of  a more  fa- 
vorable character.  Fever  is  abating  in  violence,  and 
we  hope  the  tiJe  has  now  set  in  favorably,  and  that 
better  limes  are  at  hand.  Large  numbers  of  Irish 
have  been  seut  back  to  their  o.vn  country  from  Eng- 
land, under  the  operation  of  the  new  law,  but  no  in- 
convenience tias  as  yet  arisen  therefrom. 

The  British  brig  William  & S.irah,  despatched  by 
the  Baltimore  Relief  Committee  with  provisions  for 
the  poor  in  Ireland,  arrived  at  Waterford  on  the  15th 
July. 

British  relief  for  Jrdand.  A London  letter  of  July 
19,  published  in  the  New  York  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser, has  the  following: 

“With  regard  to  Ireland  matters  remain  without 
much  alteration,  and  there  are  as  yet  no  distinct 
signs  of  the  man  who  is  to  assume  the  mantle  of  the 
dead  liberator.  Probably  in  her  present  condition, 
wlien  immediate  and  practical  measures  are  the  sole 
things  demanded,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  one 
ready  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  what 
is  wanted,  so  that  political  agitation,  as  such,  may 
for  some  time  be  abandoned,  and  the  country  may 
find  itself  leaderless. 

•'Upon  the  subject  of  Irish  expenditure  the  minis- 
try have  rendered  their  account.  The  relief  afforded 
by  means  of  public  works  began  in  October  last  year 
and  went  on  in  terrible  progression  up  to  March, 
when  734, OJO  luiman  beings  were  dependent  upon 
them,  a greater  part  of  whom,  as  it  afterwards  turn- 
ed out,  were  small  farmers,  servants  and  all  sorts 
of  people,  who  should  rather  have  assisted  others 
than  to  have  applied  for  aid  themselves.  At  this 
period,  therefore,  the  system  was  cut  down;  and  the 
reduction  in  the  numbers  employed  having  since 
gone  on  at  the  rate  ol  20  per  cent,  a month,  the  evil 
is  now  closed,  and  the  cost  reckoned  at  .f4, 900, 000 
sterling,  of  whicli  the  half  is  stipulated  to  be  repaid 
and  the  whole  expected  to  be  lost; — Irish  repay- 
ments having  not  iinlreqnently  h,.d  their  lerminalion. 

“Meanwhile  sf200,000  were  expended  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  depots  of  grain.  A relief  act  was  then 
passed  for  the  distribution  of  soup  to  all  who  might 
apply  for  it,  (which  is  still  in  force),  the  total  esti- 
mate for  this  description  of  outlay  being  -€2,390,000, 
of  which  also  one  half  is  to  be  “ultimately’’  repaid 
by  the  Irish  landlords.  To  this  is  to  be  added  €360,- 
000,  for  e.xperices;  an  advance  of  €620,000  to  cer- 


tain railway  companies;  €250,000  for  loans  on  w irks 
of  public  ntilitv;  €150,000  for  fishery  piers,  an  I 
€400,000  for  loins  for  Innd  improvement,  ranking  a 
grand  total  of  €9,250,000.  This,  it  must  be  under- 
stood, is  to  form  the  total  expenditure  up  to  next 
April,  but  the  chief  part  is  already  disbursed  and 
there  can  be  doubt  that,  despite  the  new  poor  law 
which  IS  now  to  come  into  operation,  there  will  be 
farther  calls  long  before  that  lime. 

The  stream  of  private  charity  in  the  same  direc- 
tion from  Great  Britain  alone,  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
contributions  from  America  and  the  Colonies),  has 
been  as  follows: — The  sum  collected  in  various 
churches  in  England  and  Seotlami  was  €170,533, 
and  the  amount  received  by  the  British  Relief  As- 
sociation in  subscriptions  was  €254,754— making  a 
total  of  €425,287.  Private  subscriptions  have  also 
been  made  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  of  the  amount 
of  which  of  course  no  estimate  can  be  formed.’’ 

The  U-  States  frigate  Macedonian,  Capt.  McKay, 
reached  Cork  on  the  16th,  in  29  days  from  N.  York. 
The  European  Times  announcing  her  arrival  says — 
“The  Rev.  C.  C.  Taylor,  the  leader  of  the  tempe- 
rance movement  in  America,  came  over  as  super- 
cargo. The  crew,  sixty  in  number,  are  all  teetota- 
lers, and  no  spirits  have  been  allowed  on  board.  On 
Saturday,  the  Rev.  Father  Mathew,  accompanied 
by  the  Mayor,  went  on  board  the  frigate,  and  was 
received  with  great  enthusiasm.  The  yards  were 
manned,  and  prolonged  cheers  were  given  for  “Fa- 
ther Mathew  and  the  Mayor  of  Cork,”  which  were 
responded  to  by  the  people  on  shore. 

The  commander  of  the  Macedonian  dined  on  Sa- 
turday with  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Usher,  and  yes- 
terday, he  was  to  be  a guest  at  the  hospitable  board 
of  the  very  Rev.  Mr.  Mathew.  Proceedings  have 
already  been  commenced  with  a view  to  show  some 
token  of  respect  and  gratitude  to  Commodore  De 
Kay,  for  his  most  nohle  and  praiseworthy  conduct 
in  this  matter.  The  Mayor  and  some  of  the  most  in- 
fluential citizens  have  determined  to  entertain  him 
and  his  lady  by  a steam  trip  round  the  harbour  and 
coast,  similar  to  the  entertainment  given  to  the  late 
Mr.  O’Connell,  on  the  occasion  of  his  last  visit  to 
Cork.  At  a meeting  of  the  Corporation,  to  be  held 
on  Thursday,  an  address  will  be  presented  to  him. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Westport  and  Siigo 
dated  Thursday,  which  state  respectively  that  the 
Ranger,  from  Liverpool,  had  been  plundered  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  Indian  meal,  and  that 
the  Richard  Watson,  from  New  York,  had  been 
boarded  and  robbed  of  one  thousand  bushels  of  corn. 

Maurice  Power  has  been  returned  to  Parliament 
from  the  county  of  Cork,  to  fill  the  seat  vacated  by 
the  death  of  Daniel  O’Connell. 

The  will  of  Mr.  O’Connell  has  been  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  court.  The  personal  properly  is  sworn 
to  be  under  €25,000,  and  he  has  among  other  be- 
quests, lelt  €1,000  to  Mr.  Ray,  the  secretary  to  the 
Repeal  Association. 

Damaged  Indian  Corn.  The  Cork  Constitution  says, 
“The  damaged  Indian  corn,  which  has  been  intro- 
duced into  Ireland  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people, 
is  likely  to  cause  far  more  serious  and  lasting  injury 
to  the  country  than  the  mere  bringing  into  consump- 
tion an  article  of  food  deleterious  to  tlie  public 
health.  In  many  instances  the  Indian  corn,  which 
has  heated  or  become  injured,  teems  with  swarms 
of  little  reptiles  or  insects  of  different  varieties,  some 
shaped  like  ants,  others  like  diminutive  beetles, 
which  make  their  way  into  all  the  houses  in  the 
neigliborhood  of  corn  stores,  and  have  proved  an  ex- 
cessive annoyance  from  their  numbers,  as  well  as 
the  venom  with  which  they  bite,  and  the  mischief 
they  inflict  by  eating  plants  and  leaves  in  the  gar- 
dens.” 

FRANCE. 

The  conviction  and  subsequent  attempt  at  suicide 
of  M.  Teste,  is.  the  absorbing  topic  of  the  day,  and 
the  opposition  papers  loudly  assert  that  a change  of 
ministers  must  eventually  follow. 

Tbe  ministers,  on  the  other  hand,  with  apparent 
truth,  insist  that  so  far  from  participating  in  the  cri- 
minal affair,  they  have  afforded  every  facility  for 
ascertaining  the  facts,  for  ferreting  out  the  ofl'enders, 
and  towards  visiting  the  severest  penalties. 

The  Court  of  Peers  pronounced  judgment  of  cor- 
ruption against  M.  M.  I’este,  Cubieres  and  M.  Par- 
meiilier.  The  former  to  pay  back  5,000f.  received  of 
Cubieres,  to  be  forfeted  to  the  hospitals — to  pay  a fine 
of  94,00()f.  be  imprisoned  for  three  years,  and  depriv- 
ed of  his  civil  rights.  Pie  is  closely  guarded  to  pre- 
vent further  attempts  at  suicide, 

Russian  and  Circassian  war.  The  Emperor  of 
Russia  it  is  said  designs  to  place  himself  at  the  head 
of  an  army  ef  150,000  men,  and  try  his  own  skill  at 
overcoming  the  mountaineers  of  Circassia. 

GREECE. 

Rascality  seems  to  triumph.  Coletti  had  managed 
to  procure  a large  majority  in  the  new  Chamber  by  a 


simple  process.  He  issued  lellres  de  cachet,  were 

placed  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  before  the  elee- 
lions,  and  whenever  an  opposition  candidate  appear- 
ed to  have  any  chance  of  success,  he  was  arrested 
and  thrown  into  pri-on.  Gen.  Grizzioli  is  among 
the  number  of  the  victims  of  that  illegal  act  of  this 
tool  of  the  Tuilleries. 

The  temple  of  the  Sun  at  Baalbeok  destroyed.  The 
unwelcome  intelligence  that  the  magnificent  Temple 
of  the  Sun  at  Baalbeck  has  been  destroyed  by  order 
of  the  Viceroy, for  the  sake  of  its  fine  stones,  which  are 
to  be  employed  in  erecting  barracks  for  the  cavalry 
and  forage  magazine,  is  true.  Solyman  Pasba  so 
far  saved  the  splendid  gateway,  as  to  cause  the  stones 
to  be  replaced  in  their  original  form  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  entrance  to  the  barracks. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


From  the  Nantucket  Inquirer,  June  25. 

Sheep  shearing. — The  annual  sheep  shearing  is 
now  going  on  at  Miacoinet,  and  people  generally 
are  doing  their  best  to  make  it  a season  of  enjoyment. 
Yesterday  the  weather  was,  almost  for  the  first  timft 
this  season,  delightfully  summer-like.  Tbe  east 
wind  had  given  place  to  the  northwest,  the  clouds 
were  all  swept  away  from  the  heavens,  and  a right 
powerful  and  gay  visaged  sun  made  street  and  gar« 
den,  and  green  field,  look  smiling  as  a child  who,  af- 
ter a long  conflict,  has  achieved  a eeoiplate  victory 
over  its  afi'ectionate  mamma.  Oas  could  '‘almost 
see  the  leaves  and  blossoms  grow.”  It  was  real 
“shearing  weather" — a trifle  loo  warm,  perhaps,  for 
comfort,  but  very  pleasant  and  acceptable  neverthe- 
less. VVe  hope  to  day  and  lo-morrow  will  be  like 
unto  yesterday. 

But  shearing  is  not  what  it  used  to  he  in  the  days 
of  our  grandfathers,  when  nearly  every  body  who 
was  able  to  own  anything  was  an  owner  of  sheep  and 
commons,  and  when  “proprietors’  meeting”  stood 
almost  side  by  side  in  importance  with  the  an- 
nual town  meeting.  Those  were  the  days  for  the 
keepers  of  tents.  Our  grandmothers  tell  glowing 
stories  about  large  dinner  parties  on  the  shearing 
ground — -made  up,  some  of  young  men  and  miidens, 
and  others  of  the  very  dons  of  the  town— which  were 
bountifully  supplied  by  the  tent  keepers— and  at 
bountiful  prices  we  presume — with  all  sorts  of  luxu- 
ries, including,  of  course,  the  best  of  fourth  proof  and 
old  port,  for  Washingtonianism  had  «ol  been  thought 
of;  they  tell  us,  too — and  how  pleasantly  their  vene- 
rable countenances  light  up,  as  they  go  back  in  ima- 
gination to  those  delightful  old  limes— that  at  every 
private  pen  a most  abundant  dinner  was  provided  on 
the  last  shearing  day,  to  assist  In  eating  which,  the 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  uncles  and  aunts,  and  cou- 
sins and  nephews  and  nieces  of  the  owner,  were  all 
invited,  without  a word  being  said,  at  precisely  12 
o’clock.  And,  as  fifty  years  ago  every  body  at  Nan- 
tucket was  at  least  every  other  body’s  cousin,  and  to 
dine  at  “shearing’’  was  considered  to  be  almost  as 
necessary  as  to  dine  at  all,  there  was,  of  course,  if 
the  weather  was  pleasant,  a great  gathering  of  young 
and  old  at  the  pens — a regular  rustic  jubilee. 

In  the  afternoon  there  were  tea  parties.  The 
patriarchs  of  the  town  held  open  houses,  and  children, 
and  grand-children,  and  great  grand-children,  assem- 
bled under  the  family  roof,  as  they  used  to  in  other 
parts  of  New  England — and  perhaps  do  now — on 
thanksgiving  day.  These  family  shearing  gatherings 
had  not  entirely  gone  out  of  date  when  wc  were  a 
boy.  Several  of  them,  at  our  worthy  grandfather’s, 
we  remember  well.  By  three  o’clock  all  the  sedate 
fathers  and  mothers  were  there,  and  toward  lea  lima 
the  juveniles  began  to  pour  in  by  the  dozen,  right 
from  the  shearing  ground,  hot,  wild  and  full  of  fun. 
At  six  the  eating  began.  A long  table,  stretching 
the  entire  lenglli  of  the  long,  old  fashioned  kitchen, 
was  always  loaded — for  our  grandmother  was  a most 
bountiful  provider — with  genuine,  old  school  luxu- 
ries— cold  roast  mutton,  ham,  stewed  dried  apples, 
excellent  white  and  brown  bread,  wonders,  dough- 
nuts, &c.,  &c.—  enough  to  feed  a regiment  of  hungry 
men  the  belter  part  of  a week.  The  small  fry  never 
sal  down  to  the  first  table;  but  they  always  managed 
to  fare  the  better  for  that. 

The  doors  and  windows  were  all  thrown  open, 
and  after  tea,  till  the  twilight  began  to  darken  into 
night,  plainly  clad  women — for  we  were  nearly  all 
friends  in  those  days — might  be  seen  seated  at  every 
window,  talking  and  kniuing  with  equal  and  cona- 
mendabie  industry;  while  their  husbands  were  stand- 
ing in  knots,  on  the  steps,  in  the  yard  of  the  garden 
calculating  the  weight  of  the  clip,  the  chances  of  a 
good  crop  of  hay,  &o.  &c., — and  the  boys  and  girls, 
forgetting  that  the  holidays  were  about  over,  were 
racing  and  chasing  through  the  house,  enjoying 
themselves  as  thoughtless  children  only  can,  and  Rr 
tbe  time  about  emancipated  from  all  parental  con- 
trol. By  nine  o’clock  parents  and  children  were  m 
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^t;d;  and  as  the  tatter  crept  slowly  to  school  the  rest  I 
irrrrirf;,  they  busied  themselves  in  calculating  how 
tna;  ' ' ■ h-  pa-'"  " 'a  . ci  ■ 

Iher’shearing.  So  much  of  the  old  fashicned  shear- 
ing we  rcireniher,  but  even  that  has  now  passed 
away,  as  rejintmenl  has  progressed,  and  the  sheep  in- 
terest becomes,  year  by  year,  of  less  and  less  general 
importance. 

The  boys  and  gills,  however,  still  insist  upon  en- 
joying themselves  at  shearing  time,  and,  as  their 
papas  and  mammas  are  willing  to  give  them  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power,  they  are— and  w e rejoice 
that  it  is  sc — to  a reasonable  degree  successlul. — 
There  is  a four  days’  vacation,  bocks  and  tasks  are 
for  the  time  safely  locked  up  in  the  school  house,  and 
almost  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a t orse  and  car- 
riage is  employed,  from  morning  till  night,  in  traps 
porting  little  boys  and  girls  to  and  from  the  shearing 
pen.  It  does  one’s  heart  good  to  see  the  dear  crea- 
tures, dressed  in  their  gayest  and  prettiest,  laughing 
and  jckmg  as  if  they  were  never  to  know  career 
trouble  in  the  world,  and  every  one  jingling  com- 
placcnily  the  five  or  sis  coppers  with  which  his 
pocket  is  furnished  to  buy  lots  of  buns  and  boiled 
eggs.  Heaven  bless  the  little  cncs!  Whoever 
they  are,  they  scatter  sunshine  around  them;  with- 
out the  dear  plagues,  life  would  hardly  be  worth 
having. 


DANIEL  O’CONNELL. 


MR.  STEEL  E’s  EAREVVEI,L  SPEECH. 

Beyond  question,  one  of  the  most  w'onderful  men 
of  the  times,  has  just  departed  from  the  scene  in 
which  he  has  for  a quarter  of  a ceiitury  been  so  con- 
spicuous an  actor.  The  day  for  inscribing  Emmett’s 
epitaph  is  not  yet.  O’Coknell,  like  Emmett,  will  one 
day  be  duly  appreciated. 

The  following  speech  belongs  tp  history  : 

Speech  op  Mr.  Steei.e — the  meeting  of  the  f.oy- 
al  J^ahonal  Repeal  Association  Hall,  on  the  5th  of  June. 

The  Head  Pacificator  rose  and  said — Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  my  other  countrymen,  1 rise  in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  w hich  1 gave  of  a motion,  ibai  a com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  by  us  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress of  our  intense  affection  and  gratitude  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Milley , for  his  resplendent  conduct.  In 
anything  I have  seen,  or  heard  of,  or  read,  I never 
yel  met  anything  that  so  perfectly  brought  to  my 
perception  what  is  said  of  ministerirg  angels,  as  the 
conduct  of  the  sisters  of  charily  in  Grangegorman, 
and  the  cholera  hospitals  in  Dublin,  in  1832,  the 
year  of  the  horrific  visitation  of  that  direful  disease 
on  cur  country.  They  ministered  m.edicine  and  re- 
frcshrnenl,  and  knell  at  the  bedsides  of  the  patients 
in  prayer;  and  poured  the  balm  of  angelic  consola- 
tion into  the  souls  of  Ihose  who  were  capable  of  re- 
ceiving it.  Those  glorious  ladies  were  always  as 
serene  in  the  midst  of  those  ghastly  scenes  of  appal- 
ling danger,  as  the  veteran  physicians  who  moved 
Uirough  the  wards. 

“Oh!  woman  in  our  hours  of  ease, 

Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please. 

When  woe  and  anguish  wring  the  brow 

A ministering  angel  thou!” 

Well,  1 declare  solemnly  before  high  heaven,  that 
next  after  the  conduct  of  those  angelic  ladies  in  the 
cholera  hospitals,  1 never  knew  anything  that  so 
powerfully  excited  in  my  soul  the  conception  of  the 
performance  of  the  functions  of  a ‘ministering  angel’ 
as  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Milley  to  O’Connell  in  the  last 
illness  of  that  august  and  benign  being  during  his 
pilgrimage — “What  a piece  of  work  is  man! — how 
noble  in  reason,  how  infinite  in  faculties;  in  form  and 
moving  how  express  and  admirable;  in  action  how 
like  an  angel;  in  apprehension  how  like  a god.^” — 
When  you  heard  nie  iny  countrymen,  recite  this  de- 
scription by  Shakspeare  of  oion  in  the  abstract,  I firmly 
believe  that  there  was  not  one  of  you  who  did  not 
in  his  inmost  soul  apply  it  to  a particular  man,  and 
that  man  O’Connell — ever  deplored,  ever  bemoaned 
— lost,  lost  to  us  forever.  It  was  carried  that  ray 
dear  friend  John,  then  in  Dublin,  should  be  chairman 
of  the  committee,  as  soon  as  the  poignancy  of  his 
heart’s  agony  should  be  sufficiently  allayed  to  permit 
his  acting.  My  dear  friend  Maurice  has  since  come 
from  Darrynane  Abbey,  and  of  course  he  will  be  a 
member.  There  are  two  Catholic  clergymen  wlio 
have  done  such  potently  efficient  service  among  us, 
that  1 respectfully  give  in  their  names  for  selection, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wynne,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  M’Dunnell, 
of  Howlh.  Dr.  Wynne’s  services  and  exeiTions  are 
known  to  you  all:  but  I do  not  think  it  expedient  to 
now  particularize  the  nature  of  the  conduct,  and  its 
mighty  usefulness,  which  has  so  justly  accumulated 
upon  Dr.  M’Donnell  the  gratituue  of  the  members 
01  the  gener-dl  committee.  My  motion  will  be  most 
appropriately  seconded  by  Nicholas  Markey,  the  de- 
voted li  lend  for  forty  jeacs  of  our  lamented  Leader, 


and  the  sharer  of  his  danger  upon  two  most  trying 
orrafions. 

Mr.  Mail  d the  V’t:;.  n. 

Mr.  Sleeli,— And  icw.  Mr.  Chairnsn,  resumed 
ihcHeid  Pacifiiatcr,  ] shall  for  a w bile  < ntreat the 
atlcniicn  of  this  ass(  mbly.  It  is  well  known  to  you 
all  that  in  fcnsiqufiice  of  the  three-fold  curse — the 
triple  “n  alistn  of  heaven”. — that  had  at  the  same 
time  fallen  upon  cur  criinlry— the  ghastly  famine, 
Ihe  devastating,  ‘T  avee  king”  pestilence,  and  the  ab- 
sence and  illness--Blas!  alas!  alas!  the  death  illness 
of  the  father  of  his  ungialeful  country — I did  not  at- 
tend Ihe  weekly  tr.eetings  in  this  Hall,  because,  for 
reasens  assigned  by  me  in  committee,  but  not  now 
necessary  to  be  repeated  lierc,  ] did  not  (lo  use  the 
gentlest  form  of  expression)  consider  it  expedient 
to  hold  them  so  frcqi.erilly  as  weekly.  But,  my  coun- 
trymen, recent  events  have  utterly  altered  and  sub- 
verted, and  capsized  upside  dow  n that  opinion,  how- 
ever well  grounded  it  might  have  been  before.  The 
seceders — the  Young  Ireland  parly — had  the  auda- 
cious, biazen  faced  effrontery  to  propose  that  we 
should  dissolve  this  association  — the  wmrk,  glorious 
effluence  in  its  principle,  of  the  trancendant  -and 
stupendous  creative  energy  of  O’Connell’s  mind — 
and  ch!  portentous  sublimity  of  impudence!  propo- 
sed lo  us  lo  annihilate  it,  for  the  purpose  of  repro- 
ducing it  in  another  form,  namely,  in  confederation 
with  themselves!  [A  loud  cry  through  ihe  body  of 
the  Hall  of  never,  never,  never.)  Yes,  of  themselves! 
O’Connell,  the  august  Liberator  of  the  Irish,  and 
English,  and  Scottish  Catholics,  is  since  dead,  and 
I ask  them  to  tell  me  who  were  the  breakers  of  his 
heart,  aid  theeause  why  that  heart  is  now  “inurn- 
ed”  ill  Rome  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  Vatican,  under 
the  benediction  of  the  " ^anclissimus  Pater,  Rome’s 
Pontiff,  and  cardinals,  and  clergy,  and  people,  and 
amidst  the  tears,  and  lamentations,  and  anguish,  of 
calhojic  Christendom!  After  this  day  I shall  never 
again,  while  I live,  take  a part  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  hall,  or  of  any  other  political  assembly  in  Ire- 
land; and  ill  parting  with  you,  my  countrymen,  my 
last  adjuration  shall  he,  that  whether  it  shall  be  the 
destiny  of  this  associalion  to  repeal  the  Union,  and 
restoie  her  native  parliament  lu  Ireland,  or  whether 
it  shall  fail,  and  he  frustrated  in  the  effort,  you 
should  now  as  a duty,  in  reverence  to  august  O’Con- 
nell’s memory,  after  the  impudent  attempt  of  the 
seceders  to  ask  for  your  dissolution,  not  only  hold 
your  meetings,  as  he  had  decided,  weekly  and  in  no 
other  way;  but  that  in  everything  else,  also,  to  the 
very  minuttcE  of  your  action,  you  should  endeavor 
urideviatingly  to  adhere  to  w/liatever  you  believe 
would  be  his  wish  in  concurrence  with  yours,  if  he 
were  alive.  By  being  here  at  your  post  this  day, 
you  give  proof  that  you  are  Irish  true  men,  and  none 
of  the  perfidious  and  ungrateful  revilers  and  desert- 
ers, and  betrayers  of  my  deplored  and  beloved  mighty 
leader  and  friend — of  him  so  felicitously  described 
by  Archdeacon  Fitzgerald,  of  Ihe  county  of  Limerick 
as  “that  man  of  colossal  genius,  and  colossal  vir- 
tues.’' My  true  hearted  countrymen  who  now  listen 
to  me,  you  all  know  that  it  has  been  frequently  said 
of  me,  by  many  in  sincere  compliment,  but  my  very 
many  in  sneer  and  sarcastic  derision,  that  I was  an 
enthusiast  forO’Connell.  Well,  wilh  swelling  exulta^ 
tion  1 plead  guilty  to  the  charge  that  I was  so;  and  that 
during  his  alinost  miraculous  life,  while  1 was  ser- 
ving under  his  leadership  wilh  desperate  fidelity — 
I,  from  ‘.he  time  when  I first  knew  him  thoroughly, 
anticipated,  in  my  words  and  writings,  ihe  justice  of 
posthumous  future  history.  I was  an  enthusiast  for 
O’Connell  while  he  lived,  and  now  that  he  is  dead — 
dead  by  means  and  maLhinalions  which,  although 
not  physical  poisoning, or  the  bloody  dagger  or  bowie 
knile,  are  equally  accursed  of  man  and  of  God.  I 
am  by  infinitude  a more  fervid  enthusiast  to  his  mem- 
ory; and  the  universal  acclanialion  of  other  nations, 
and  the  funeral  royal  honors  of  Rome,  give  proof 
that,  as  1 Have  said,  I only  anticipated  the  blessedness 
of  the  justice  of  future  history  to  the  character 
of  the  Moral  Regenerator — the  peaceful,  bloodless, 
moral  topee  Revolutionist.  Moore  sings  in  his  mcL. 
odies — 

“L.et  Erin  remerpber  the  days  of  old. 

Ere  her  laithless  sons  beirayed  her.’’ 

I wish  she  could  remember  such  days;  but  alas!  she 
can’t.  There  never  were  “days”  when  “her  faith- 
less son  “did  not,  as  nc\o,  betray  her.  Wliile  delib- 
erating whether  I should  join  the  Catholic  association 
as  a Protestant  member,  1 attended  for  some  weeks, 
as  a mere  spectator,  the  meetings  qf  that  body  (hear 
hear.)  My  principal  object  was,  to  scrutinise,  with 
lynx-eyed  vigilance — aye,  and  (as  was  quite  natural, 
after  my  Sabbath  lesson,)  wilh  cold  blooded  suspicion 
loo — the  man,  who,  if  I did  join,  was  to  be  political 
leader.  1 minutely  and  sternly  analysed  him,  and 
when  I did,  I joined  the  Catholic  association  in  1827, 
for  weal  or  lor  woe;  an  enthusiast  in  my  fidelity  and 
my  admiration  of  the  sublime  moral  and  mtelleclual 


nature  of  O’Connell,  who  I saw  was  trancendantly 
fitted  by  nature  to  be  Ireland’s  leader  ami  mine.  I 
saiv  in  Daniel  O’Coiinella  -norci  and  intellectual  be- 
ing, with  the  aspirations  of  a gorgeous  ambition  that 
disdaining  all  objects  paltry  and  grovelling,  soared 
sublimely  into  the  abyss  of  space  of  the  moral  em- 
pyrean; I beheld  a man  of  supreme  sapience,  with 
an  eloquence  sometimes  stern  and  scathing,  some- 
times frollicking,  and  revelling,  in  humor;  and  some- 
times pathetic,  always  convincing,  but  which,  taken 
altogether,  was  a mystic  omnific  talisman;  his  legal 
knowledge  creating  security  within  his  magic  circle 
— a talisman  to  sway  the  hearers,  and  wieid  the  souls 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  their  regeneration.  From 
the  Clare  election,  august  and  ever  to  be  deplored, 
O’Connell  made  me  very  far  more  one  of  his  family, 
than  a private  and  political  friend;  ho  gave  me  his 
measureless  confidence,  and  I gave  him,  in  return, 
the  most  intense  fervor  of  fidelity.  O’Connell  was 
serenely  and  majestically  brave;  he  was  utterly  in- 
capable, by  nature,  of  maintaining  enmity,  or  cher- 
ishing revenge;  he  was  generous  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  generosity,  and  among  his  family  and  friends 
he  was  as  bland  and  gentle  as  a dove,  and  as  playful 
as  any  one  of  his  little  grand  children.  I was  an  en- 
thusiast for  him  while  he  lived,  and  unless  I were 
an  enthusiast  to  his  ever  sanctified  memory,  now 
that  he  is  dead,  I should  be  the  most  pestiferous  ac- 
cursed wretch,  that  ever  by  his  ingratiiude,  polluted 
the  earth  by  an  existence  upon  its  surface.  I am 
net,  indeed,  I fear,  as  religious  as  1 ought  lo  be  my- 
self, but  1 venerate  those  whom  J believe  to  be  sincere- 
ly so  without  any  alloy  of  cantor  hypocrisy,  or  lucre 
seeking  sordid  worhJiness.  August  O’Connell  was 
so  intensely  a believer  in  the  Catholic  faith,  that  I 
named  him,  I think  most  truly,  the  lay  Pontiff’  of 
Calholicily.  Read  that  mournful  book,  and  most 
carefully,  the  production  of  a most  amiable  man, 
and  know  the  slate  of  the  Irish  Catholics  when  O’- 
Curmell  was  born.  That  august  being  came  from 
the  maternal  womb  to  augment,  by  a unit,  the  pop- 
ulation of  a land,  not  merely  of  slaves,  but  of  bonds- 
men lo  the  slave;  for  the  tyrant  Irish  Protestant 
ascendency  that  trampled  its  Irish  Catholic  bonds- 
men, was  itself  the  slave  of  the  English  conqueror — - 
his  vassal  slave-— depending  not  merely  for  its  do- 
mination over  the  helot  bondmen,  but  for  its  own 
very  existence  upon  the  cabinet  of  London.  They 
are  still  the  same  willing  abject  slaves,  but  had  they 
joined  august  O’Connell,  in  1843,  in  his  peaceful 
movement,  instead  of  the  “projected  massacre’* 
proclamation,  we  would  have  had  a Repeal  of  the 
Union  that  autumn,  ai.d  writs  issued  for  a return 
of  Irish  members  to  our  old  parliament  house  in 
College  green.  Who  can  deny  this,^  Did  not  O’- 
Connell, andivilhout  f/iftii,  wrench  and  rive  the  eman- 
cipation bill  out  of  the  hearts  of  Wellington  and 
George  the  Fourth,  and  Peel;  and  after  doing  so  did 
he  not  lay  the  first  real  solid  foundation  of  ihe  reform 
bill,  by  reproaching  the  people  of  England  al  the 
great  reform  banquet  in  London,  for  not  following 
the  example  of  the  Culholic  Association,  and  by 
peaceful  energies,  and  moral  union,  and  systematised 
organization,  compelling  the  govcrninenlto  grant  a 
reforpi  of  Parliament.  Eng'^f'd  and  Scotland  did  or- 
ganise, the  political  Union  sprang  into  existence,  and 
the  reform  bill  was  the  consequence.  I am  now 
talking  of  Irish  and  English  history;  and  1 use  no 
language  of  strength  uncalled  for  and  unbecoming 
this  doleful  time,  while  the  mortal  remains  of  O’Con- 
nell are  upon  the  billows,  and  not  yel  within  the 
sepulchre  in  the  country  that  he  loved,  and  loved  far 
better  than  it  deserved.  Soon  after  that  speech  made 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  Mr.  William  Smith  O’Bri- 
en, then  the  representative  of  his  amiable  and  most 
justly  respected  and  lamented  father’s  and  Vesey 
Fitzgeralil’s  borough  of  Ennis;  although  he  had  been 
admittod  on  fiis  splicilatioii  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Associalion,  and  who  had  the  year  before,  as  I have 
already  told  you,  accepted  the  representation  ol  Clare 
when  we  offered  it  to  him;  assailed  us  all  in  a most 
insulting  public  Icllerin  the  Glebe  newspaper;  Cath- 
olic bishops,  and  Catholic  clergy  included  ip  the 
insult  (the  files  ol  the  newsparers  are  in  our  library 
above  stairs,)  he  described  the  popular  movement 
that  returned  O’Connell,  that  very  movement  by 
which  he  was  quite  ready  to  be  himself  returned  as 
our  representative,  as  “a  delusion  practised  by  us 
upon  the  people.”  Well,  imagining — Oh!  vain 
phantasm,  unreal  mockery,  grotesque  chimera!  that 
he  must  have  felt  poignant  contrition  for  his  attempt 
lo  paralyse  one  poliiicai  parly  of  which  he  professed 
to  be  a member,  we  admitted  him — ah!  woe  the 
while — a niember  of  this  association  also,  when  he 
sought  it  in  fouiteen  years  after,  and  notliing  could 
al  first  be  better  than  his  conduct.  Ol  him  person- 
ally, 1 now  say  no  more;  but  speaking  of  the  soi  di~ 
Sant  war  party,  that  babbles  about  “the  sword,”  and 
that  has,  (or  seems  to  have)  him  as  their  Brian.  Bo- 
roihme,  1 say  that  I cannot  but  fully  coincide  on  the 
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present  general  scnli  nent,  that  they  have  been,  by 
their  eomincl  and  calumnies,  the  cause  of  precipita- 
ting the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  spirit,  of  the 
giving  lip  the  ghost  in  a forced  exile,  of  almost 
divine  O’Connell.  Yes,  of  O'Connell,  “wi  aiiimipropp 
divina,"  to  quote  from  the  inscription  on  the  monu- 
ment of  Nen  ton.  Oh  heaven,  how  inscrutable  are 
thy  ways.’  That  country,  after  his  services  such  as 
no  other  man,  since  the  creation,  ever  gave  a coun- 
try— looked  calmly  on,  and  saw  him  bruised  to  death 
by  his  enemies — vituperated,  reviled,  deserted,  ban- 
ished, and  victimised?  1 will  bless  the  man  who 
can  disprove  what  I have  now  said.  A mourning 
has  been  proposed  for  him  by  the  Irish  confederation! 
Cainpitm,  the  old  historian,  describing  the  Irish,  says 
of  us: — “Towards  the  living,  they  are  noisome  and 
malicious,  but  the  same  hting  dead,  they  labor  to 
avenge,  eagerly  and  fiercely.”  It  may  possibly  be 
recollected  by  some  of  you — you  true  men  of  Ire- 
land, that  in  one  of  the  last  speeches  I made  in  this 
hall,  I recited  conversation  which  occured  in  Ei- 
nis,  between  the  celebrated  clergyman  and  patriot. 
Father  John  Murphy,  after  the  Clare  election,  and 
after  my  dispersion,  under  the  orders  of  O’Connell, 
of  the  multitudinous  marchings  in  Tipperary,  lost 
incendiaries  should  gel  among  them  suddenly,  and 
transmute  them  into  legions  of  pikemen.  Father 
Murphy  said  to  me:  “Steele,  did  any  country  in  the 
world  ever  give  such  proof  as  Ireland  gives  now,  of 
its  fitness  for  self  government  by  its  docility  and  in- 
telligence.’’’ My  reply  was  an  instant  assent,  the 
most  unequivocal  and  unrestricted.  Now,  my  firm 
conviction  is,  that  if  Father  John  Murphy  were  still 
alive,  knowing  him  as  I did,  that  he  would  not  be 
disposed  to  ask  me  the  same  question  now,  after  the 
want  ofslability  of  judgment,  and  want  of  gratitude 
of  such  nnmbers  of  the  Irish  people  withdrawing 
themselves  from  the  steady  irradiation  of  the  politi- 
cal guidance  of  O’Connell,  by  which  their  religion 
and  country  had  triumphed;  and  followed  the  dismal 
midnight  will  of  the  wisp  lights  of  D’Oliver  street 
and  Cahirmoyle,  that  flicker  their  erratic  course, 
luring  them  to  the  slaughter  field,  and  the  gallows, 
and  tlie  knife  of  the  hangman.  But  if  Father  Mur- 
phy were  still  alive,  and  were  to  ask  me  the  same 
question  now,  my  instant  answer  to  him  would  be 
this:  the  right  of  Ireland,  the  abstract  right  to  a 
native  parliament,  like  that  which  she  possessed 
when  1 came  a sclioolboy  to  Dublin,  is  axiomatic,  and 
not  to  be  for  a moment  disputed,  when  we  recollect 
the  fiendish  means  by  which  that  deed  of  hell,  mis- 
called the  act  of  the  Union,  was  perpetrated  bv  Eng- 
land’s cabinet  and  king— I confess  ! have  sa'id,  for 
several  months,  and  told  O’Connell  so  while  he  lived, 
very  solemn  doubts,  whether  Ireland,  with  her  want 
of  steady  judgment  in  the  selection  of  leaders,  and 
her  want  of  gratitude  to  himself,  is  as  yet  capable 
of  steady,  real  self  government,  however  “divine  and 
indefeasabie”  be  her  “rigbt”  to  it;  and  “divine  and 
indefeasuble”  that  “right”  most  assuredly  is.  Well 
the  vengeance  of  august  O’Connell,  the  supremely 
good  and  supremely  wise,  “the  lay  Pontiff  of  Catho- 
licity,” was  like  the  curse  of  Lord  Byron  on  his  en- 
emies; in  bis  invocation  of  Nemesis  the  divinity  ol 
the  avenger.  The  “curse”  ofO’Connell  was  “forgive- 
ness” of  deadly,  heart  breaking  wrongs.  O’Connell’s 
“life’s  life,”  was  indeed  “lied  away”  by  accursed, 
baleful  calumnies,  and  imputations,  and  by  vile 
oblique  squinting,  crooked  eyed  in.siuuaiions;  and 
“Lite’s  lile  hed  away,”  he  departed  from  the  shores 
of  the  country,  in  vvhu  h he  was  born  a slave,  and  to 
which  it  is  only  his  corpse  that  will  be  brought  uack 
to  moulder  in  Glasnevin  Cemetery,  with  the  corpses 
of  those  who  died  after  ho  had  made  them  freemen. 

Tiiat  curse  shall  ho  fo.'giveness.  Have  I not. 

Hear  me,  my  mother’s  earth!— behold  it  Heave.i-— 

Havel  not  had  tos:ruggle  with  niy  lot? 

Have  I not  suffered  tilings  to  be  forgiven? 

Have  1 not  had  my  hrams  scared,  my  heart  riven — 

Hopes  sapped,  name  blighted,  life’s  life  lied  away! 

And  only  not  to  desperation  driven. 

Because  not  aliogellier  of  such  clay, 

As  rots  into  the  souls  of  those  whom  I survey. 

And  now,  my  counjrynaen,  I conclude  by  a quotation, 
a passage  uttered  in  a spirit,  alas  perfectly  prophetic 
in  a most  powerful  speech,  made  in  Dublin,  in  1813, 
by  John  Finley,  now  assistant  barrister  of  the  county 
Roscommon.  I consider  it  a gem  of  my  moral  ex- 
istence, that  from  our  early  days — in  lite’s  outset 

there  has  between  him  and  me — a friendship  iiicrea  - 
ing  steadily,  and  strengthening  with  our  years,  and 
destined,  i hope  and  believe,  to  augment  in  the  same 
way  until  we  die: 

“It  is  your  duty  to  hold  up  O’Connell.  It  has  been 
said  with  some  truth,  that  no  man  over  yet  yoked  his 
fortunes  to  the  fate  ol  Ireland,  who  was  not  ruined 
by  the  connexion.  I’lie  Catholic  cause  is  of  consid- 
erable weight;  but,  it  is  said  its  weight  has  ol'ten 
operated  rather  to  sink  than  float  its  adherents.— 
Coclradtcl  those  imputations.” 
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‘‘Tlie.se  tnlcits  are  now  yours;  you  should  prize  tin 
liidhiy  gifted,  ho'iest  owner;  fighlinii  the  battles  of  his 
coumry,  lie  stands  e.xp-H.ad  to  the  sliafts  of  anery  pow- 
;.T.  Let  Hiliernia,  in  whoso  cause  ho  acts  and  suftors, 
cover  her  patriot  with  her  ample  shield — 

“ 'Let  him  hut  stand  in  spile  of  power, 

A walchman  on  the  lonely  tower; 

Hi.s  tliriliinir  trump  will  rouse  the  land, 

Vflien  fraud  or  danger  is  at  hand, 

Bv  him  as  by  the  beacon  light, 

The  pilot  must  keep  course  aright.’ 

“But,  if  he,  like  many  others,  should  be  fated  to  en- 
dure the  ingraiiiinle  of  the  coumry — if  he  sliould  be 
placed  in  tlio  midst  of  useless  friends,  and  implacable 
enemies — if  his  e.iemies  should  gratify  their  purpose 
against  liim — 

“ 'Then  is  the  stalely  column  liroke. 

The  beacon  light  is  quenched  in  smoke, 

The  trumpet’s  silver  sound  is  siill, 

The  warder  silent  on  Ihe  hill.’  ” 

My  countrymen,  I have  done.  Farewell  ! You  will 
never,  alas!  again  hear  the  benign  voice  of  the  august 
O’Connell — tlie  mighiy  apvstie  of  die  new  peace  princi- 
ple of  the  world;  nor  will  you  ever  again  hear  ils  feeble 
echo  in  my  voice,  his  humble,  but  truly  devoted,  disci- 
ple— Farewell,  again! 


MEXICO. 

Spirit  rtf  tli£  Mexican  press:  The  following  article 

translated  from  a San  Louis  Potosi  paper,  sent  to  a 
gentleman  in  this  city  by  a distinguished  officer  of 
our  army,  has  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  we 
publish  it  as  an  index  of  the  popular  feeling  in  that 
part  of  Mexico.  [Troy  Mv. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  the  Mexican  people  can  for 
a single  moment  doubt  tho  justice,  the  holy  justice 
with  which  the  government  of  our  republic  defends 
itself  against  the  atrocious  barbarity  of  the  war  which 
our  deceitful  neighbors  of  the  north  wage  against 
us?  Can  there  be  any  doubt  of  the  right  to  resist  the 
assassin  who  attempts  to  take  our  lives,  the  robber 
who  attempts  to  break  into  our  houses,  or  the  infa- 
mous raptor  who  disturbs  the  peace  of  our  families? 
Mexicans!  we  are  in  our  own  country,  bequeathed  to 
us  by  the  heroic  patriarchs  of  liberty,  and  purchased 
at  the-  price  of  their  venerated  blood  and  who  by  all 
manner  of  sacrifices  burst  the  bonds  whicli,  for  a 
period  of  three  hundred  years,  had  enslaved  the  un- 
happy Mexicans;  they  burst  them  for  the  purpose  of 
making  us  free  and  independent  and  to  restore  to  us 
the  territory  usurped  by  the  Spanish  conquest. — 
Spain,  together  with  the  other  nations,  recognized 
our  independence,  but  notwithstanding  this  recogni- 
tion, the  nation  which  is  called  enlightened  and  whose 
government  is  held  up  as  a model  for  a free  people, 
from  a blind  caprice  of  their  boasted  government, 
stimulated  by  covetousness  and  the  insatiable  envy  of 
the  host  of  infamous  speculators  who  she  calls  her  ci- 
tizens, prosecutes  against  us  a war,  condemned  by 
reason  and  by  all  laws  both  human  and  divine,  and 
those  whom  she  entitles  her  generals  execute  this  war, 
not  after  the  manner  permitted  by  humanity  and  civ- 
ilization, but  much  more  cruel,  more  bloody  and  des- 
olating than  that  of  savages?  Can  we  hesitate  for  a 
single  moment  to  reflect  whether  or  not  we  are  justi- 
fiable in  defending  ourselves?  But  there  is  not,  nor 
ever  can  be  the  least  doubt  of  the  justice  of  our 
cause. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  Mexican  people  can  hope 
for  compassion  from  these  frantic  adventurers  full  of 
rapacity  and  lasciviousness,  who  with  their  detestable 
vices  and  unbridled  appetites  have  come  to  satiate 
themselves  upon  our  wealth  and  our  women?  Can 
we  hope  for  compassion  from  those  who  destroy  our 
crops,  set  fire  to  our  barns  and  houses,  profane  our 
temples  of  worship,  scoff  at  the  emblems  of  our  reli- 
gion, violate  tlie  chastity  of  our  virgins,  employ  bru- 
tal force  witli  our  wives,  and  surrounded  by  general 
licentiousness,  stain  our  soil  with  all  manner  of 
crime! 

If  the  Mexican  people,  if  the  inhabitants  of  Poto- 
si wish  to  be  slaves,  let  them  bear  in  mind  that  the 
chains  of  the  Americans  will  not  be  of  the  same 
temper  as  those  broken  by  tlie  heroes  of  the  16th  of 
September  1810;  let  tlicm  bear  in  mind  that  tlie  sla- 
very with  which  they  wisli  to  oppress  us  will  be  more 
insupportable  than  that  of  the  African  negroes.  Let 
them  bear  in  mind  that  tlie  hordes  of  banditti,  of 
drunkards,  of  fornicators,  of  heretics  who  have  neith- 
er country,  religion,  families  nor  generous  sentiments 
of  any  kind,  are  tho.se  who  wisli  to  subjugate  our 
country.  Let  the  people  of  Potosi  boar  in  mind  tliat 
there  is  near  their  doors  a horde  of  sliameless,  dar- 


ing,  ignorant,  ragged,  bad-smelling,  long  bearded  men, 
with  liats  turned  up  at  the  brim,  thirsty  with  the  de- 
sire of  appropriating  our  rioltes  and  our  beautiful 
young  females.  Bear  in  mind  people  of  Potosi,  that 
a multitude  of  pirates,  galley  slaves,  prisoners  escap- 
ed from  the  penitentiary,  and  fugitives  from  justice, 
burning  with  the  brutal  desire  to  corrupt  the  virtues 
of  our  delicate  and  handsome  damsels — these  are 
those  who  come  to  establish  within  our  walls  the  ig- 
nominy of  slavery* 

People  of  Mexico!  People  of  Potosi!  People  de- 
scended from  the  curate  Hidalgo!  do  you  wish  to  be- 
come the  slaves  of  such  men?  Do  you  wish,  people 
of  Mexico,  that  your  women  be  the  humble  servants 
of  such  a vile  rabble?  Do  you  wish,  people  of  Poto 
si,  that  in  your  holy  temples,  where  you  have  placed 
the  cross  of  God;  where  the  holy  sacrament  of  the 
altar  is;  where  tlie  immaculate  and  holy  virgin,  the 
pure  and  undefiled  mother  of  God  resides;  that  there, 
this  band  of  drunken  pirates  should  revel  in  tlieir 
fierce  licentiousness,  commingling  all  their  brutal  pas- 
sions? Do  you  wish,  people  of  Potosi,  that  within 
the  precincts  of  the  church,  where  are  heard  the  sa- 
cred hymns  of  chrislianity;  where  the  ministers  of 
God  send  up  to  heaven  their  praises  of  our  Creator, 
and  the  sincere  prayer  for  the  welfare  of  our  coun- 
try, from  wlience  rises  the  pure  incense  which  ele- 
vates our  supplication  to  Jesus  Christ  for  a remission 
of  the  misfortunes  to  which  we  are  condemned,  and 
pardon  for  our  sins,  that  from  this  same  place  we 
hear  the  hoarse  voice  of  these  robbers,  who  breaking 
cups  of  earthenware,  and  with  loud  shouts  and  dis- 
gusting sacrilegious  words  and  laughter,  with  loud 
knocks  upon  the  tables,  and  frightful  curses,  celebrate 
the  triumph  of  their  arms  and  the  ignominy  and  ser- 
vitude of  our  children?  And  this,  people  of  Potosi, 
where  you  full  of  faith  and  hope,  assemble  to  adore 
the  holy  sacrament — do  you  wish  this  species  of  sla- 
very? 
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THE  B.rTTLE  OF  HUAJOTLi. 

From  the  correspondent  of  the  Jfew  Orleans  Times. 

Tampico,  (Mexico,)  July  18,  1847. 

GeiUlmcn— Considerable  excitement  has  existed 
in  this  city  for  the  past  two  weeks,  in  relation  to  the 
detention,  by  General  Garay,  at  the  town  at  Guaul- 
la  (pronounced  Wahoutla)  140  miles  from  here,  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  Americans,  who  were  re- 
cently liberated  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  sent  tow- 
ards this  city  will,  a small  escort.  They  are  those 
who  were  taken  last  February  at  Encarnacion.  The 
renowned  General  Garay,  in  true  Mexican  style 
pretended  that  their  passports  were  not  correct,  and 
that  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  detaining 
them  at  Guaulla,  until  he  could  hear  from  his  govern- 
ment. ° 

Six  of  them  made  their  escape,  and  arrived  in 
safel}’  in  this  city,  and  immediately  communicated 
the  above  fads  to  our  governor,  Col.  Gates. 

An  expedition  was  fitted  out  on  the  8ih  instant  by 
order  of  Col.  Gates,  and  the  co  nmand  of  it  given  to 
Colonel  De  Russy,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment.  7’he 
expedition  consisted  of  120  men,  and  one  six  pound 
field  piece;  40  men  third  artillery,  commanded  by 
Captain  Wjse;  40  dr.igoons,  mounted  on  untrained 
mustang  horses,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Boyd  and 
Lieutenant  Tanneyhill,  lalo  of  the  Baltimore  batta* 
lion;  and  40  montiied  men  from  the  Louisiana  reM- 
ment,  commanded  by  Captains  Mace  and  Seguine— 
Lieutenants  Lindeiiberger,  Campbell,  and  Heimber- 
ger,  of  the  Louisiana  reginieni,  accompanied  the 
expedition,  to  act  in  such  capacities  as  might  be  re- 
quired. 

Their  march  for  four  days  was  uninterrupted  pas- 
sing through  the  towns  ot  Puebla-Viejo,  Tampico- 
Alto,  Ozuama  and  Tantoyuca,  in  all  of  which  the 
people  made  professions  of  (riendship,  and  got  with- 
in seven  miles  of  Guaulla,  eight  miles  beyond  the 
last  mentioned  ton  n,  and  one  mile  from  Rio  Calabo- 
sa.  Here  the  Colonel  met  an  Indian,  wiio  informed 
him  that  a large  force  of  Mexicans,  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  Garay,  had  heard  of  his  approach,  and  Was 
in  ambush  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Col.  DeRui- 
sy  immediately  despatched  Lieutenant  Lindenburg- 
er,  acting  Adjutant,  with  an  order  to  halt  thecolumr 
(advanced  guard)  under  command  of  Captain  Boy  ! 
The  Captain  had  halted  at  the  river  for  the  purpose 
of  watering  his  horses,  and  while  in  that  act  hero- 
ceived  a destructive  fire  Iroui  an  unseen  ene  iiy.  As 
1 said  before,  the  horses  were  all  mustangs,  and  at 
the  report  ol  the  musketry  they  became  uiimanagt- 
ablc,  threw  must  of  the  riders  and  created  great 
confusion.  ° 

Capt.  Boyd  dashed  across  the  river,  followed  by 
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his  lieutenant  and  six  men.  In  crossine,  the  captain 
was  shot  in  the  head,  and  of  course  died  on  reaching 
the  opposite  shore.  Three  of  the  men  were  also 
killed.  All  this  look  place  before  Lieutenant  Lin- 
denburger  reached  him.  The  remainder  succeeded 
in  recrossing  the  river,  and  joined  the  main  body. — 
Thus  fell  one  of  the  bravest  and  finest  men  that  ever 
lived. 

On  hearing  the  report  of  the  musketry  from  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  the  Mexicans  concealed 
on  this  side  commenced  firing  on  the  main  body  of 
the  expedition  from  every  side,  when  Captain  Wyse 
came  gallantly  into  action  with  his  field  piece,  and 
opened  a destructive  fire  on  the  enemy,  with  grape 
and  canister.  At  the  same  li.me.  Captains  Mace  and 
Seguine  charged  the  enemy  on  the  right  and  left,  in 
the  most  spirited  manner.  The  battle  now  raged 
with  great  fury  on  both  sides  for  an  hour,  when  the 
Mexicans  sounded  a retreat,  at  least  that  portion  ol 
them  in  front. 

The  Colonel  now  discovered  a large  body  of  lan- 
cers approaching  him  in  the  rear,  but  before  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  tyithin  reach  of  them,  they  captur- 
ed a portion  of  the  pack  mules  and  then  took  to  their 

heels. 

During  the  engagement,  Lieut.  Tanneyliili  was 
mortally  wounded,  a ball  passing  through  his  thigh 
and  breaking  the  bone.  The  six  men  at  the  cannun 
were  all  severely  viounded;  three  bullets  passed 
througb  Col.  DeRussy’s  coat,  and  as  many  through 
Capt.  Wyse’s.  Capt.  Mace  was  struck  twice  with 
apent  balls,  but  not  hurt. 

After  the  engagement,  to  the  astonishment  of  all, 
only  one  round  shot  and  one  charge  of  cannister  was 
left  for  the  gun,  when  our  troops,  having  fired  away 
the  greater  pari  of  their  ammunition,  it  was  deemed 
prudent  to  fall  back  on  Tanlayoca,  which  was  ac- 
cardingly  done. 

The  road  from  the  river  to  Taiitayoca  lay  through 
a narrow  defile,  the  summits  of  the  mountains  near- 
ly hanging  over  the  heads  of  the  men  as  they  passed 
through  it.  The  deep  and  precipitous  sides  were 
covered  with  a dense  chaparral  from  base  to  top. — 
Here  the  enemy  rallied,  and  concealing  themselves 
from  view,  poured  a destructive  fire  down  upon  our 
gallant  little  band,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  they  were  unable  to  return. 

On  approaching  Tantayoca,  where  they  had  en- 
camped the  previous  night,  and  from  which  they 
had  started  peaceably  that  morning,  our  men  found, 
to  their  surprise,  that  tlie  plaza,  church  and  streets, 
were  crowded  with  lancers  and  other  troops.  They 
marched  up  boldly  to  the  enemy,  until  they  got  with- 
in a few  hundred  yards  of  the  plaza,  when  they 
opened  to  Ihe  right  and  left,  and  gave  Captain  Wyse 
an  opportunity  to  discharge  his  last  round  shot.  It 
did  some  execution,  killing  and  wounding  some 
three  or  four,  and  also  making  a tremendous  hole  in 
the  walls  of  the  church. 

Col.  DeRussy,  with  Captain  Seguine,  at  Ihe  same 
lime  made  a charge  up  the  street,  when  the  Mexi- 
cans, for  the  second  lime  took  to  iheir  heels,  return- 
ing only  a few  scattering  shots.  The  lowest  estimate 
I have  heard  made  of  the  number  of  Mexicans  en- 
gaged in  this  affair  was  1000.  Some  say  as  many  as 
§000  and  3000.  Our  troops  now  took  possession  of 
the  town,  and  encamped  on  the  same  ground  they 
had  occupied  the  previous  night,  (Sunday  the  llui 
instant.) 

A detachment  was  now  sent  through  the  town  to 
search  for  ammunition,  and  they  succeeded  in  find- 
ing enough  to  make  five  rounds  of  canister,  wtiich,  at 
ibis  time,  was  an  invaluable  prize. 

A number  of  the  men,  contrary  to  orders,  broke 
open  both  stores  and  iiouses,  and  helped  themselves 
to  everything  valuable  they  could  lay  their  hands  on; 
and  foremost  among  them  were  the  Mexican  mule- 
teers who  accompanied  Itie  colonel.  1 iiey  appeared 
to  be  old  hands  at  the  business. 

After  our  troops  encamped,  they  could  see  large 
bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  to  the  rear  of  them  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  off  their  farther  retreat,  but 
both  men  and  horses  were  so  exhausted,  that  it  was 
determined  to  remain  in  their  present  posiiior.  for  a 
short  time  to  rest. 

JVeardark,  Gen.  Garay’s  aid-de-camp  and  a major 
of  the  slafiT,  came  near  Col.  DeRussy’s  camp  wilii  a 
flag  of  truce.  'I'he  Coi.  did  not  allow  them  to  enter 
his  camp,  but  met  them  at  a short  distance  outside  of 
11.  The  Colonel  was  accompanied  by  Capt.  Wyse. 
'I'he  aid  handed  the  Colonel  a letter.  'J’he  Colonel 
told  him,  in  substunce,  “Ibat  it  was  loodaik  to  read 
It,  and  that  he  had  no  candles  or  light,  probably  he, 
the  aid,  could  tell  him  the  purport  of  it.’’  'I'he  aid, 
(who  spoke  Ei'glish  tluenll))  replied,  “that  it  was  a 
summons  for  an  unconditional  surrender,  as  General 
Garay  had  sufficient  men  and  means  lo  conquer  him, 
and  he  wislied  to  spare  an  effusion  of  blood.’’  Col. 
Di  Russy  immediately  returned  the  letter,  unopened, 
to  the  aid,  aud  told  the  aid  to  “tell  Gcu.  Garay 


tliat  the  idea  of  surrender  had  never  entered  his 
mind,  and  he  therefore  declined  any  correspondence 
on  that  subject’’ — when  the  aid  and  major,  after  the 
usual  compliments,  retired. 

Col.  DeRussy  now  ordered  camp  fires  to  be  made, 
and  all  the  horses  to  be  unsaddled,  and  everything 
had  the  appearnnee,  to  the  Mexicans,  of  his  remain 
ing  there  all  night.  In  this,  however,  they  were  de- 
ceived, for  the  colonel  took  up  his  line  of  march  at 
2 o’clock,  A.  M.,  during  one  of  the  heaviest  rain 
storms  ever  experienced,  and  passed  silently  through 
the  city.  They  look  the  road  forPanuco,  passing  in 
a contrary  direction  to  the  one  he  came  by,  and  on 
which  Garay  was  encamped,  and  was  ten  miles  from 
Tantayoca,  when  daylight  overtook  him. 

At  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  the  lancers  and  guerillas 
again  came  in  sight,  and  hutig  in  the  rear  of  the  de- 
tachment all  day,  spearing  and  shooting  down,  with- 
out mercy,  such  unfortunate  persons  as  straggled  off 
from  llie  main  body.  On  one  occasion  a large  body 
of  lancers  collected  in  a group,  when  Captain  Wyse 
gave  them  a salute  with  a charge  of  cani.-ter,  and 
made  great  havoc  among  both  tiorses  and  riders, 
billing  and  wounded  about  thirty  men,  and  from  that 
time  tliey  kept  at  a respectful  distance. 

The  Mexicans  followed  our  little  detachment  for 
two  days,  occasionally  exchanging  a few  shots. — 
Lieutenant  Heiraberger  was  shot  in  the  arm  during 
the  retreat  Ihe  first  day.  When  Colonel  DeRussy 
got  within  15  miles  of  Panuco,  he  despatched  Mr. 
George  Lefien,  an  old  citizen  of  this  place,  to  Co- 
lonel Gates,  giving  him  an  account  of  his  position, 
and  informing  him  of  theii  being  entirely  out  of 
ainmunilion,  and  a large  body  of  the  enemy  in  his 
rear. 

Col.  Gates  immediately  despatched  Lieut.  Colonel 
Marks,  lo  his  relief  wiih  160  men,  two  pieces  of 
cannon  and  plenty  of  ammunition.  Lieut.  Colonel 
Maiks  went  to  Panuco  with  his  command  per  steam- 
boat, where  he  met  Colonel  DeRussy  and  bis  com- 
mand, completely  tired  out,  and  almost  without  a 
cartridge.  Ai  there  was  an  attack  anticipated,  the 
the  following  night,  on  this  place,  both  parties  re- 
turned. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  brilliant  affairs,  for  the 
numbers  engaged  in  it,  (ierininating  with  a roas- 
lerly  retreat)  which  has  taken  place  this  war. — 
Colonel  DeRussy  was  every  where  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight,  and  pointed  his  solitary  gun  several  limes, 
while  bullets  were  falling  around  him  as  thick  as 
hail. 

Captain  Wyse  behaved  in  a most  gallant  mauner, 
and  lully  proved  himself  to  be  a cool  and  skilful  offi- 
cer. Captain  Mace,  after  Lieutenant  Tanneyhill 
was  mortally  wounded,  placed  the  latter  on  the 
gun  carriage  amidst  a shower  of  bullets.  Captain 
Seguine  has  shown  himself  lo  be  a brave  and  efficient 
officer. 

1 should  do  great  injustice  lo  tw'o  humble  but  brave 
men,  did  1 pass  them  unnoticed— Michael  Fury,  of 
Co.  A,  and  Forrell,  of  Co.  B,  Louisiana  volunteers. 
They  were  in  every  charge,  and  behaved  in  the  most 
galianl  manner. 

Our  loss  on  the  occasion  was  about  thirty  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  while  that  of  the  Mexicans  is 
set  down  at  150  killed  and  wounded. 

LIST  OF  THE  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Capt.  Boyd’s  Dragoons. — Aiffed— Captain  Boyd, 
Sergeant  Barker,  Private  Cuviere,  Corporal  Bruner. 
Wounded. — Lieut.  I'anneytiill,  Private  Laxton,  Pri- 
vate Willson.  Missing. — Privates  H.  Brown,  P. 

Burke,  Marshall,  and  Mulligan. 

Third  Artillery,  Co.  D.— Wounded. — Private 
Clias.  S.  Allen,  Private  Peter  Russel,  Private  James 
Russell,  Private  John  Ball.  Missing. — Tbomus  Ma- 
son. 

Louisiana  Regiment. — Killed. Private  John 

Brown,  company  A.;  Private  Gustavus  Colson, 
company  C.;  Private  Gollub  Schmidt,  company  B; 
Private  Henry  H.  ScoU,  company  G.;  private  Rose, 
company  K.;  private  G.  Teuer,  company  E.;  private 
L.  Laubiiio,  company  E.  /Founded.— Lieutenant 

Heimberger,  company  E ; John  Durneng,  company 
C.  Missing — John  Davis,  company  C. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  all  the  missing  have 
been  murdered.  'J'tie  expedition  returned  on  the 
16ili  iiislanl. 

P.  S. — 1 have  this  moment  learned  that  official 
reports  have  been  received  in  town,  that  llie  number 
of  Mexicans  engaged  in  llie  late  battle  was  1850. — 
So  you  may  judge  for  yourselves,  of  ttie  gallant  de- 
fence of  120  iiieii  against  such  odds.  1 had  nearly 
lorgotten  to  mention  that  we  lost  30  horses  killed  in 
the  battle. 

Correspondence  of  Ihe  JV.  0.  Picayune. 

'I'AMPico,  July  18,  1847. 

Dear  Pic. — The  expediliun  under  Col.  DeR  .ssy  re- 
turned here  on  the  morning  of  the  15th.  Col.  Gales 
immediately  ordered  Lieut.  CoJ.  Marks,  of  La.,  lo 


take  command  of  Ihree  companies  of  the  11th  U.  S. 
infantry  and  a detachment  of  3rd  artillery  with  two 
field  pieces,  and  proceed  at  once  to  reinforce  Colonel 
DeRussy. 

Col.  M.  with  his  command  embarked  on  the  Mary 
Sumraers_al  3 o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  reached  the  village 
of  Panuco  about  two  o'clock  the  next  morning. — 
When  the  expres.s  left  Col.  DeRussy  he  was  within 
fifteen  miles  of  that  place,  his  men  being  utterly  ex- 
hausted by  faiigue  and  want  of  provisions,  having 
but  three  rounds  of  artillery  cartridge  left  and  but  a 
small  stock  of  muskets.  He  succeeded  in  making 
his  way,  however,  to  Panuco  where  he  was  joined 
by  his  reinforcetnenis. 

At  the  lime  of  the  arrival  of  the  Mary  Summers 
the  people  of  the  country  were  rising  en  mTsse  armed 
with  cane  knives  for  the  purpose  of  making  a rush 
upon  our  men  while  asleep,  and  fortunate  was  it 
that  Col.  Marks  arrived  at  the  momeni;  every  one 
seems  to  think  that  they  would  have  been  indiscrimi- 
nately massacred. 

On  the  night  of  the  lllh  instant.  Colonel  De  Russy 
encamped  at  Taiitayuca,  a village  some  twenty  miles 
distant  from  Huejutla,  where  the  Aniencan  prison- 
ers were  detained.  He  resumed  his  march  at  6 o’- 
clock the  following  morning  nine  miles  to  tiie  Rio 
Calabosa.  Captain  Boyd,  wi'h  his  company  of  dra- 
goons, being  in  the  advance,  was  fired  at  immediately 
upon  the  bank  of  that  river,  the  enemy  lying  in  am- 
buscade in  the  chaparral,  (the  enemy  estimated  va- 
riously from  500  to  3000  ) 

Captain  B.  charged  across  the  stream,  but  was  not 
supported  by  his  men,  Lieut.  Tanneyhill  and  five  men 
only  crossing  with  him.  Finding  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my too  severe,  he  stalled  back  to  his  command,  and 
was  about  midway  in  the  stream  when  he  was  struck 
by  a musket  ball  in  the  body,  and  immediately  after- 
wards two  shuts  struck  him  in  his  head,  killing  him 
it  is  supposed  instantly. 

Lieut.  Tanneyhill  at  the  same  time  was  mortally 
wounded,  two  musket  balls  taking  effect  in  his  thigh. 
The  men  immediately  fled  baek  to  the  main  parly,  as 
the  Mexicans  commenced  firing  on  tliis  side  of  the 
river  from  every  direction.  The  colonel,  on  hearing 
the  firing,  had  immediately  advanced  the  main  body 
to  the  support  of  Boyd,  and  not  knowing  the  nature 
of  the  ambuscade,  the  pack  mules  with  all  iiis  provi- 
sions fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
quite  as  numerous  in  his  rear  as  in  his  front. 

A retreat  now  became  actually  necessary,  and 
was  made,  fighting  every  foot  of  ground  until  we 
reached  Tanlay  uca  again.  Here  he  entrenched  him- 
self and  remained  until  midnight,  when  he  started  in 
the  direction  o5  Panuco.  Daylight  brought  the  ene- 
my again,  and  until  bis  ariival  at  that  place  he  was 
continually  harrassed  by  the  enemy. 

Lieut.  Tanneyhill  was  left  at  Tantayuca,  being 
unable  lo  be  earned  any  further.  No  hopes  are  en- 
tertained tliat  he  survived  twelve  hours. 

Report  of  the  U.  S.  steamship  J\rew  Orleans,  Edward 

Auld,  commander,  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Tampico  and 

the  Brazos: 

On  her  departure  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  11  slant.  General  Pierce,  vMih  his  com- 
mand of  detachments  from  the  3d  dragoons,  4ih  ar- 
tillery, 3J  Infantry  and  the  7Ui,  8tb,  9ih,  and  14th 
infantry,  a detachment  of  voltigueurs  and  a large  de- 
lachnient  of  marines,  amounting  lo  2500  men  and  150 
wagons,  had  taken  up  their  line  of  march  towards 
Puebla. 

We  arrived  in  Tampico  on  llie  morning  of  the  15th 
insl.  at  8 o’clock.  Col.  Gales  inlonned  us  the  two 
hundred  American  prisoners  who  had  been  released 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  had  been  ordered  down  to 
Tampico  and  recaptured  by  Gen.  Gaiay  at  or  near 
Huejutla,  about  niiiely  or  one  hundred  miles  up  the 
river,  and  Colonel  DeRussy,  with  deluchinents  of 
Louisiana  volunteers,  parts  of  Captain  Wyse’s 
company  of  artillery  and  Captain  Boyd’s  (formerly 
of  the  Baltimore  battalion)  company  of  infantry, 
amounting  to  115  or  120  men  and  officers,  had  left 
there  by  the  way  of  the  river  on  the  steamers  Un- 
dine and  Mary  rfuromers,  on  the  moriung  of  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  releasing  tlie  American 
prisoners. 

'I'hey  had  landed  sixty  miles  above,  unmolested, 
and  the  two  steamers  had  returned  lo  the  city.  At 
2 o’clock  P.  M.  an  express  arrived  Ironi  Col.  DeRus- 
sy, stating  that  they  had  been  permitted  to  march  up 
unmolested  until  they  got  in  a narrow  pass  near  Hue- 
jutla, where  they  were  surrounded  by  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  Mexicans  under  General  Garay. — 
They  had  suffered  considerable  loss,  but  by  the  as- 
sistance of  Capt.  Wyse’s  artillery  they  liad  cut  their 
way  ont  and  relumed  towards  the  river  and  wanted 
assistance. 

Col.  Gales  despatched  the  steamship  New  Orleans 
back  to  Vera  Cruz  with  a requisition  oii  Colonel 
Wilsou  for  four  companies  of  iufaiitry,  and  also  the 
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steamers  Uiulina  and  Mary  Summer's  up  the  river 
with  150  naen  to  tlie  relief  of  Colonel  DeRussy. — 
The  N.  Orleans  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th  at 
2 o’clock  F.  M.,  when  we  found  the  city  in  a great 
excitement. 

Gen.  Pierce  had  marched  out  as  above  stated,  and 
encamped  about  ten  miles  from  the  city,  when  the 
scouts  or  out-guards  came  in  and  reported  a large 
force  of  Mexicans  at  the  National  Bridge  and  march- 
ing towards  the  city.  Everything  was  gut  ready  for 
an  allack.  The  shipping  was  removed  from  between 
the  city  and  the  castle.  General  Pierce  came  in 
and  took  a reinforcement  of  seven  hundred  men, 
making  in  all  thirty-two  hundred.  In  consequence 
of  the  late  dilRculty  the  requisition  of  Colonel 
Gates  on  Governor  Wilson  could  not  be  complied 
with. 

We  received  on  board  twenty-five  marines  from 
the  U.  S.  sloop  Saratoga,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  at  7 o’clock  sailed  for  Tampico,  at  which  time 
Gen.  Pierce  had  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy. — 
At  7 o’clock  on  the  18th  inst.  we  arrived  at  Tampi- 
co, and  heard  that  the  two  detachments  had  returned 
and  the  result,  as  near  as  we  could  ascertain  was  as 
follows: 

The  detachments  had  marched  up  towards  their 
place  of  destination,  unmolested,  until  they  came  in 
a narrow  pass — several  miles  from  Huejutia,  when 
they  were  surrounded  by  1200  or  1400  Mexicans, 
who  commenced  a heavy  fire  on  them  from  all  di- 
rections. Captain  Wyse  got  his  piece  of  artillery 
to  bear  on  them.  After  giving  them  six  or  eight 
rounds  of  gi  ape,  which  cut  lanes  through  their  lines, 
they  gave  way  and  fled  through  the  chaparral,  in 
each  side  of  the  road.  This  was  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th. 

They  continued  fighting  their  way  back  towards 
the  river,  at  intervals,  until  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant,  when  they  were  released  by  the  reinforce- 
ment of  150  men  sent  by  Col.  Gates.  They  returned 
to  the  city  late  on  the  night  of  the  16th  instant,  with 
a loss  of  twenty  killed,  ten  wounded  and  two  miss- 
ing, and  fifteen  or  twenty  horses  and  sixty  pack 
mules.  I regret  to  slate  iliat  Capt.  Boyd  was  the  first 
who  fell,  with  three  balls  through  his  body.  Also, 
his  1st  lieutenant  fell  mortally  wounded  and  was  left 
dying  on  the  field. 

Col.  DeRussy  had  several  balls  through  his  clothes. 
Capt.  Wyse  had  three  horses  shot  from  under  him. 
The  Mexican  loss,  by  report  of  a Mexican,  was  15U 
killed  and  wounded.  Their  general  fled  and  left  the 
charge  to  the  second  in  command.  The  names  of 
the  oflicers  who  accompanied  Col.  DcRussy  are  not 
recollected. 

Lieut.  Whipple,  acting  adjutant  of  the  9th  infan- 
try, was  lassoed  by  a small  party  of  guerrillas  on 
the  10th  instant,  when  retiring  from  the  cemetery, 
within  four  luuidred  yards  of  the  walls  of  the  city  of 
Vera  Cruz.  They  were  pursued  by  the  Americans, 
who  could  not  overtake  them.  The  chaparral  has 
been  searched  fur  miles  around,  but  his  body  could 
not  be  found. 

MARCH  OF  THE  TRAIN^  FROM  VERA  CRUZ  TO  PEROTE. 

From  the  correspondent  of  the  Missouri  Republican. 

Jalapa,  Mexic'o,  June  17, 1847. 

This  is  the  last  letter  1 shall  write  you  from  this 
place,  and  1 pen  this  w ithout  knowing  how  or  when 
1 shall  be  able  to  give  it  a direction  that  will  insure 
its  ever  reaching  even  the  Gulf  coast.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  inst.,  a train  of  about  three  hundred 
wagons,  principally  loaded  with  ammunition,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  this  place.  They  were  fourteen 
days  coming  from  Vera  Cruz,  a distance  of  seventy 
miles,  have  been  attacked  by  the  guerrillas,  twelve 
miles  out  from  Vera  Crez,  and  skirmishing  from  that 
point  to  the  tiacienda  Encerro,  kept  up  during  the 
whole  way.  The  principal  object  of  at:ack  was  the 
large  aniount  of  specie  m the  train — between  three 
and  four  tiundred  thousand  dollars — which  had 
drawn  together  between  fifteen  hundred  and  two 
thousand  guerrillas,  'i’hey  were  principally  com- 
manded by  three  priests,  Spanisli  Csrlisis,  who  liad 
been  banislied  from  tlieir  own  country  for  Itieir  fero- 
city,  tiieir  ianalicism,  and  bigotry,  ffiey  gave  us  a 
great  deal  ol  trouble,  and  succeeded,  during  the  en- 
tire route,  in  killing  and  wounding  between  forty 
and  fifty  of  our  men.  We  lost,  also,  about  thirty 
public  wagons,  number  of  a horses  and  mules,  and  a 
great  deal  of  subsistence  lliat  was  thrown  Irom  tiie 
wagons,  w itli  a view  ol  lightning  ibe  loads.  Oar  loss 
in  properly,  uiUiiig  as  it  is — and  esjieciaily  wlien 
compared  lo  lire  loss  ol  men — is,  ol  course,  greatly 
magnified  by  Ihe  enemy,  and  Uie  report  is  industri- 
ously circulated  by  them,  ibrougliuut  the  entire 
country,  that  lliey  tiave  captured  tiait  of  the  train, 
anu  killed  iiai!  ol  the  escort. 

1 tie  train  lelt  Vera  Cruz  with  an  escort  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  under  Col.  McIntosh,  under  vvliose 
management  most  of  the  disaster.s  lo  the  train  tcok 


place.  An  express  was  sent  lo  Vera  Cruz,  inform- 
ing Col.  Wilson,  in  command  of  tliat  post,  of  llie 
number  of  guerrillas  lliat  were  annoying  the  eseort, 
and  of  the  danger  that  surrounded  the  train.  Gen. 
Cadwallader,  with  what  men  he  had  tliere,  inimedi- 
alely  left  to  reinforce  the  n,  and  reached  them  a short 
distance  the  other  side  of  the  National  Bridge.  So 
soon  as  lie  took  command,  somelhi  ig  like  order  and 
system  was  restored,  wlicre,  before,  nothing  but  con- 
fusion and  alarm  prevailed;  and  although  constantly 
attacked  by  the  guerrillas  from  their  ainbusti,  he  lia  i 
but  little  trouble,  co.Tiparatively  speaking,  or  met 
with  but  little  loss,  after  leaving  the  National 
Bridge.  At  the  National  Bridge  the  enemy  made  a 
regularstand,  availing  himselfof  the  fort  and  breast- 
works upon  the  heights  and  sides  of  the  lulls  that 
liad  been  thrown  up  with  a view  of  intercepting  Ge- 
neral Scott,  in  his  march  upon  Jalapa.  Here,  tlie 
heaviest  of  our  loss  in  men  occurred,  and  here  the 
most  obstinate  attack  was  made  upon  tiie  tram  by 
the  guerrillas.  To  the  prudence,  and  military  skill 
and  experience  of  Gen.  Cadwallader,  is  solely  to  be 
attributed  the  rout  of  the  enemy  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  train,  specie,  mail,  &e. 

On  the  8lh  instant,  a party  of  citizens,  with  a num- 
ber of  discharged  officers  and  the  wounded  men  of 
the  4lh  Illinois  regiment,  left  here,  taking  with  them 
some  five  or  six  wagons,  in  one  of  which  was  con- 
tained a large  and  important  mail.  So  soon  as  tiie 
news  reached  us  of  the  number  of  guerrillas,  and  the 
obstinacy  of  their  attack  upon  the  upward  train,  the 
greatest  solicitude  was  felt  for  the  company  of  be- 
tween one  and  two  liunured  men  who  had  left  here 
for  Vera  Cruz.  They  were,  at  best,  but  poorly  arm- 
ed, were  without  any  organization  whatever,  and 
generally  composed  of  better  running  than  fighting 
material.  In  the  event  of  attack,  all  here  concluded 
that  the  bravo  wounded  lllinoians,  and  their  attend- 
ants, would  be  abandoned,  and  that  the  whole  would 
have  their  throats  cut  by  the  merciless  and  blood- 
thirsty guerrillas.  At  the  National  Bridge  they  were 
attacked,  and  lost  five  of  their  number,  the  greater 
portion  preferring  trusting  to  the  speed  of  their  hor- 
ses, rather  than  the  prowess  of  their  arms.  Most 
fortunate  was  it  for  them  that  Gen.  Cadwallader  hap- 
pened in  their  vicinity  at  the  time,  with  bis  command; 
but  for  that,  not  one  would  have  been  left  to  tell  the 
tale  of  the  fate  of  the  rest.  The  General  most  kind 
iy  detached  a company  of  cavalry,  under  Captain 
Duperu,  to  protect  them  from  further  attack,  and 
the  whole  succeeded  in  reaching  Vera  Cruz  in 
safely. 

The  above  incidents  will  give  you  some  little  idea 
of  the  state  of  the  road  between  this  and  Vera  Cruz, 
and  of  the  immense  hazard  a man  runs,  even  in  a 
large  body,  of  losing  his  life  in  attempting  lo  reach 
the  sea  coast.  General  Scott  is  in  a far  more  pre- 
carious situation  Itian  ever  General  Taylor  was  in 
at  Buena  Vista,  and  if  he  succeeds  in  cutting  his 
way  through  with  tlie  small  number  of  men  he  has, 
to  the  city  of  .Mexico,  and  holding  his  position,  the 
battles  of  Buena  Vista  and  Cerro  Gordo  will  sink  into 
utter  insigniheance,  compared  wUli  such  an  achieve- 
ment. 

An  express  reached  Colonel  Childs  from  the  gene- 
ral-m-chief,  night  before  last,  placing  him  on  his 
guard  against  a contemplated  attack  on  the  part  of 
ihe  enemy,  upon  the  train,  between  this  and  Perole, 
and  Perote  and  Puebla.  General  Bravo  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  road,  by  Santa  Anna,  with  a force 
of  tliree  thousand  men,  a portion  of  whom  are  caval- 
ry, sent  from  the  city  ol  Mexico.  General  Scott 
also  wrote,  that  he  was  now  satisfied  we  should  have 
one  of  tiie  severest,  and  must  obstinate  battles,  tins 
side  of  the  capital  of  itie  republic,  that  had  yet  been 
fought  in  Mexico,  and  he  was  waiting  with  the  must 
anxious  solicitude  lo  liear  of  the  arrival  of  mure 
troops  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  of  their  being  on  their 
march  lo  reinforce  him.  I rather  think,  by  this  time, 
llie  general-in-ehief  has  abandoned  the  idea  of  cele- 
brating the  4ih  of  July  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
lliat  his  mind  is  sumewtial  changed  as  to  ihe  facility 
with  whicti  tie  would  lay  the  basis  for  peace  by  tlie 
above  mentioned  period.  A short  lime  more,  and 
you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  irom  passing  events, 
who  has  understood  the  Mexican  cliaracter  and  their 
policy  best,  your  bumble  correspuiident,  or  the 
commanders  of  our  armies,  who,  according  lo  pub- 
lic opinion  in  ihe  United  Slates,  as  well  as  from 
their  own  reports,  have  "conquered  a peace"  every 
successive  battle  that  lias  been  lougbl,  Irom  that 
of  Palo  Alto  lo  the  must  signal  one  of  all — Cerro 
Gordo. 

To-day,  this  post  is  to  be  evacuated,  and  our  troops 
lake  up  their  line  of  march  ibr  the  advance  of  the 
army.  Colonel  Childs,  with  the  garrison,  leaves  tins 
morning,  at  lU  o'clock;  and,  in  itie  afternoon,  or  very 
early  to-morrow  morning,  Gen.  Cadwallader  leaves 
wall  Ins  command.  The  aggregate  of  the  slreiigUi 
of  the  two  commuuds,  will  not  exceed  tweuty-iwo 


liundred  men,  and  tlie  number  of  pieces  of  artillery 
we  sliall  take  along,  is  six.  W'ith  this  strength  and 
materiel  we  expect  to  fight  ourselves  through,  let  the 
number  of  guerrillas  be  what  they  may.  The  strong- 
est point  of  attack  is  a pass  in  the  Perote  mountains, 
about  a day’s  march  from  here,  which  is  said,  by 
those  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the  country, 
to  be  equally  as  formidable  a position  for  the  enemy 
as  was  that  of  Cerro  Gordo.  The  present  object  of 
tlic  guerrillas,  is  more  to  secure  the  large  amount  of 
money,  and  the  ammunition  we  have  along,  than  lo 

capture  or  destroy  the  force  that  is  protecting  it 

Tlie  "hope  of  reward"  lias  induce  d a large  number  to 
join  the  guerrillas,  who,  but  for  the  money,  never 
would  have  risked  their  necks,  even  in  a skirmish. — 
When  I reach  Perote,  I will  again  write  you,  though 
it  will  be  without  any  assurance  that  the  letter  will 
get  otf  for  weeks  to  come. 

It  is  bad  enough  lo  be  so  hemmed  in,  in  an  ene- 
my’s country,  as  scarcely  lo  be  able  to  leave  the  gar- 
rison of  a post  with  safely;  but,  to  have  your  line  cf 
communication  entirely  cut  off,  and  the  means  of 
communicating  with  your  friends  and  your  country, 
even  by  letter,  successfully  checked,  is  insupporta- 
ble. If  the  general  in  chief  will  only  give  Colonel 
Harney  one  regiment  of  dragoons,  a piece  of  artille- 
ry, well  manned,  and  a "carle  blanche,"  I will  gua- 
ranty he  keeps  the  road  clear,  from  one  end  of  the 
line  to  the  other.  I would  not  answer  for  the  necks 
of  a few  alcaldes,  Spanish  priests,  &c.,  but  the  thing 
would  be  done,  and  that  in  a right  way  too. 

GOMEZ. 

Perote,  Mexico,  June  22, 1847. 
Yesterday,  about  noon,  the  entire  force  that  was 
at  Jalapa  succeeded  in  reaching  here  in  safely,  and 
without  any  loss  whatever  lo  the  train.  The  march 
was  conducted  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Cadwallader,  who,  although  slow 
in  his  movements,  is  generally  sure  and  safe.  We 
were  parts  of  four  days  in  making  a distance  of  thir- 
ty-five miles,  owing  to  the  unwieldiness  of  the  train 
and  the  annoyance  the  guerrillas  gave  us.  They 
had  posted  themselves  along  the  heights  of  the  La 
Hoya  for  nearly  two  miles,  and  were  about  a thou- 
sand strong.  The  pass  of  the  La  Hoya  is  much  long 
er  than  that  of  the  Cerro  Gordo,  though  not  so  for- 
midable, in  my  judgment;  and  in  the  hands  of  any 
thing  like  a warlike  people,  it  would  have  been  very 
difficult  to  have  got  the  train  through  without  im- 
mense loss. 

On  the  20lh,  we  encountered  the  guerrillas,  and 
after  some  six  hours’  skirmishing,  in  which  we  look 
eighteen  prisoners,  and  killed  between  seventy  and 
eighty  of  them,  they  were  completely  and  effectually 
routed.  We  threw  out,  in  the  first  instance,  large 
flanking  parties,  and  then  scaled  every  height  both 
with  our  infantry  and  cavalry.  Two  caves  were  dis- 
covered by  the  1st  artillery,  in  which  were  stowed 
large  quantities  of  provisions,  some  ammunition,  and 
a few  fire  arms.  Among  the  former  were  American 
hams,  sugar  and  hard  bread.  After  occupying  the 
heights  with  our  forces,  so  as  lo  effectually  com- 
mand the  pass  its  entire  distance,  the  train  was  pass- 
ed through  and  hailed  at  the  village  of  Lis  Vigas,  a 
short  distance  iliis  side  of  the  La  Hoya.  The  even- 
ing previous  to  our  attempting  lo  force  our  way 
ihrough  the  pass  in  the  mountains.  Col.  Wynkoop, 
who  is  in  command  at  this  place  and  the  castle  of 
Perote,  hearing  ol  the  number  of  llie  enemy  that  had 
posted  themselves  at  La  Hoya  with  a view  of  cutting 
off  the  train,  left  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment 
and  Capt.  Walker’s  company  of  mounted  riflemen. 
Tliey  were  engaged  with  the  guerrillas,  on  this  side 
of  tile  pass,  from  eleven  o’clock  that  night  up  to  the 
time  we  got  llirougli  the  next  morning,  and  did  most 
excellent  service.  They  drove  the  enemy  for  seve- 
ral miles  back  from  the  road,  and  burnt  every  rancho 
in  their  route,  leaving  desolate  the  whole  country 
over  which  ihej  passed.  On  our  reaching  Las  Vigas, 
a pretty  and  flourisliing  little  town,  it  was  found  that 
llie  dweilings  were  entirely  deserted  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  was  satislaclorily  ascertained  that  they  had 
identified  lliemselves  with  the  guerrillas.  With  the 
consent  of  the  commanding  general,  the  torch  was 
applied  lo  the  buildings,  and  in  a few  moments  the 
entire  town  was  one  universal  scene  of  conflagration. 
Every  building  in  it,  numbering  between  eighty  and 
one  liundred,  was  destroyed  by  fire — the  only  one 
Uial  was  spared  being  the  neat  little  Calliulic  cliuich 
mat  adorned  the  town.  its  solitary  a|>pearance 
among  the  smouldering  ruins  of  the  town,  created 
sensations  better  imagined  Uian  described;  and  the 
example  set  in  this  instance,  it  is  greatly  to  bo  tiop- 
ed,  will  have  the  eff'eci  of  restraining  the  enemy  in 
future  in  their  murderous  aaurae  oi  warlare. 

Our  loss  was,  cuiu^aiaiiveiy'  speaking,  nothing. — 
Capt.  Guthrie,  of  Iowa,  attached  to  tlie  15ih  infan- 
try, was  badly  wounacd  in  the  knee,  the  ball  having 
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lodged  between  the  bones,  where  it  is  impossible  for 
the  surgeons  to  reach  it,  without  his  undergoing  an 
operation  that  he  is  unwilling  to  submit  to.  The 
opinion  of  the  surgeons  is,  that  it  will  not  require 
amputation,  though  he  will,  of  course,  hare  a stiff 
leg,  and  be  rendered  unfit  for  service  In  Captain 
Walker’s  company  there  was  one  private  slightly 
wounded  in  the  leg,  and  they  had  eleven  horses 
killed.  Captain  Walker  himself  was  very  slightly 
wounded  in  the  band,  scarcely  eneugh  to  call  it 
a wound.  This  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  our 
loss. 

On  reaching  here,  Gen.  Cadwallader  was  met  by 
SD  express  from  Gen.  Scott,  desiring  him  not  to  ad- 
vance with  the  train, except  in  conjunction  with  Col. 
Childs’  command,  and  the  force  that  was  to  go  for- 
ward from  this  post,  as  a large  body  of  cavalry,  be- 
tween two  and  three  thousand  strong,  with  a small 
field  battery,  under  the  command  of  Generals  Bravo 
and  Alvarez,  had  posted  themselves  between  this 
and  Puebla,  more  with  a view  of  securing  a part  of 
the  train  than  in  any  expectation  of  doing  much  in- 
jury to  our  forces.  We  shall,  therefore  have  anoth- 
er brush  with  these  gentlemen  robbers  before  we 
reach  the  advance  of  the  army.  But  as  the  country 
is  generally  a plain,  we  can  have  a fair  chance  at^ 
them,  and  cut  them  up  more  effectually  than  was 
done  at  La  Hoya.  From  here,  we  take  six  compa- 
nies of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment,  under  Colonel 
Black,  in  addition  to  our  force  that  we  left  Jalapa 
with;  and  the  train  will  be  materially  lessened,  in 
consequence  of  the  number  of  wagons  wo  leave 
here,  that  brought  forward  the  sick  and  some  sub- 
sistence designed  for  this  post.  The  .‘-ick,  alone, 
required  nearly  forty  wagons,  all  of  which  are  to  re 
main  here. 

Colonel  Wynkoop,  with  four  companies  of  the  1st 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  Capt.  Taylor’s  battery,  and 
Capt.  Walker’s  company  of  mounted  riflemen,  remain 
to  garrison  the  castle  ofPerote  and  this  town;  which, 
when  considering  it  is  the  principal  hospital  and  the 
depot  of  subsistence  between  the  advanced  of  the 
army  and  Vera  Cruz,  is  certainly  a very  small  force. 
But  there  is  no  other  alternative,  if  General  Scott  is 
ever  to  get  to  Mexico,  so  slow  are  the  reinforce- 
ments in  reaching  him.  In  addition  to  the  force  now 
going  forward  under  Gen.  Cadwallader,  it  is  expected 
that  about  two  thousand  more  are  now  on  their 
march  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Puebla.  If  they  arrive 
within  four  or  fire  days  after  we  do,  they  will  be  in 
time  for  the  big  bailie  that  is  to  be  fought  this  side  of 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

Among  the  eighteen  prisoners  taken  by  us  on  the 
20ib  inst.,  at  La  Hoya,  were  two  Germans,  deser- 
ters, from  our  array.  There  are  four  others  among 
the  guerrillas  that  j regret  we  could  not  have  secur- 
ed. The  doom  of  the  two  captured,  will  be  that  of 
a traitor’s  death.  Among  the  Mexicans  taken  were 
throe  men  of  inHuenee  and  wealth.  One  of  them 
was  an  extensive  ceifee  dealer,  and  has  a large  cof- 
fee plantation  in  the  vicinity  of  Jalapa.  He  had 
been  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  by  the  army 
while  garrisoning  Jalapa,  and  the  commissary  of 
subsistence,  Lieut.  Blair,  had  paid  him  several  thou- 
sand dollars  for  coffee  and  other  articles  purchased 
of  him  for  the  use  of  the  army.  He  always  professed 
the  greatest  friendship  for  the  Americans,  received  a 
great  many  favors  at  their  hands,  which  he  recipro- 
cated by  selling  us  property  at  the  highest  rates,  up 
to  the  last  day  we  were  in  Jalapa,  and  then  hasten- 
ing to  the  fastnesses  of  the  Perote  mountains  where 
he  joined  a guerilla  party  to  rob  the  train  and  cut 
the  throats  of  every  American  they  could  lay  hands 
on.  I hope  he  will  be  bung,  “sans  ccremouie.”  Ano- 
ther of  those  taken,  was  also  from  Jalapa,  and  was 
at  once  recognized  by  a number  of  our  men  and  offi- 
cers as  a clerk  in  a store  at  that  ;place.  A third, 
who  had  a very  genteel  appearance,  maintained  he 
was  a professor  in  the  college  of  Jalapa.  How  he 
came  to  be  out  in  the  mountains  of  Perote  among 
guerrillas,  is  a question.  Being  a literary  charac- 
ter, however,  1 suppose  he  was  studying  natural 
philosophy.  I trust  he  will  receive  a lesson  in  hang- 
ing philosophy,  that  he  as  well  as  his  associates  will 
profit  by.  We  are  taking  them  ali  on  to  head- 
quarters, where,  if  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  en- 
tire army  are  consulted,  they  will  at  once  be  shot  or 
hung. 

1 was  in  hopes  we  would  have  left  here  to  day,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  quarter- 
master’s department,  we  shall  not  get  off  before  to- 
morrow, if  we  do  then.  We  ought  to  get  through  to 
Puebla  in  five  days,  and  flog  all  the  Mexican  forces 
besides,  that  there  is  between  this  and  the  advance 
of  the  army;  yet  if  we  do  not  move  with  more  rapi- 
dity than  we  did  from  Jalapa  here,  it  will  take  us 
from  eight  to  ten  days. 

The  castle  of  Perote,  next  to  that  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa.is  the  strongest  fortification  in  Mexico.  It  is, 
however,  in  a most  filthy  condition,  and  the  sick  are 


dying  out  of  the  hospitals  in  large  numbers,  daily. — 
Disease  is  making  far  greater  havoc  among  onr  for- 
ces, than  is  the  enemy.  Perote  is  a most  miserable 
little  place  even  for  Mexico,  though  the  country 
that  surrounds  it,  is  picturesque  and  grand  in  the 
extreme.  The  valley  of  Perote  is  a very  fertile  soil, 
and  the  fields  of  corn,  barley  and  wheat,  are  im- 
mensely extensive.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  more 
generally  cultivated  than  any  other  section  of  Mexi- 
co for  the  same  extent,  over  w hich  I have  passed. 

GOMEZ. 

[This  command  had  not  arrived  at  Puebla  on 
the  30ih,  nor  had  any  thing  been  heard  of  it — so 
that  greater  difficulties  must  have  been  encoun- 
tered than  our  correspondent  appears  to  have  antici- 
pated.] [Afissouri  Rep. 


TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 


From  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine  for  July,  1847. 

THE  COMMERCt.SL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  POLICY  OF 
FRANCE, 

or,  Ihe  influence  which  the  reduction  of  the  duties  in 
England,  on  raw  materials,  and  particularly  on  cotton 
and  wool,  will  have  on  France.* 

Such  is  the  title  of  the  leading  article  in  the  July 
number  of  Hunt’s  Merchants’  Magazine.  The  in- 
Iraductory  is  of  such  general  interest  that  we  extract 
the  whole  of  it. 

I.  Introduction — sir  Robert  peel’s  new  measures; 
their  probable  effect  on  the  industry  of  France. 

Governments  act  on  the  commercial  and  industri 
al  development  of  a nation  no  less  than  upon  its  pub- 
lic and  private  customs.  They  are  the  head  of  the 
social  body.  In  them  originate  all  great  plans  of  use- 
fulness to  the  community.  To  direct  that  community 
into  the  path  of  improvement,  is  their  great  mission 
and  duty. 

Of  all  the  modes  of  action  which  governments 
possess,  there  is  none  more  energetic  than  tariffs. — 
In  proportion  as  they  elevate  or  depress  this  power 
ful  lever,  they  may  create,  sustain,  and  develop,  or 
leave  inactive,  arrest  in  its  course,  or  even  destroy 
national  enterprise,  ihe  source  of  public  prosperity. 
It  was  with  the  aid  of  tariffs  that  Colbert  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  France; 
by  them  Napoleon  secured  to  her  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope for  a market;  by  them  recent  legislation  has 
restricted  this  market  to  our  own  frontiers. 

While,  w ith  a view  to  favor  the  industry  of  France, 
we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  enclose  it  within 
narrow  limits,  a neighboring  nation,  with  the  same 
end  in  view,  adopts  a course  widely  different.  Two 
hundred  years  ago,  her  public  men  projected  a plan, 
as  gigantic  as  any  ever  conceived  by  human  mind — 
that  of  securing  to  a little  island,  in  the  North  of 
Europe,  destitute  of  natural  advantages,  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  supplying  the  rest  of  the  world 
with  manufactured  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  for 
the  wants  of  life.  Since  then,  without  relaxation, 
every  possible  effort  has  been  made  to  attain  this  re- 
sult. In  vain  have  opposing  parties  succeeded  each 
other  in  power.  The  same  spirit  has  animated  them 
all.  Diplomacy,  violence,  wars,  alliances,  treaties 
of  peace,  all  ha\e  tended  to  this  single  end — the  im- 
provement of  tl.e  productions  of  the  country;  until 
what  tiad  seemeu  at  first  but  a dream,  is  at  length 
realized. 

In  England  and  France,  the  governments  have 
started  from  two  points  directly  opposed.  In  Eng- 
land, the  principle  is  laid  down,  that  “we  must  se- 
cure to  the  laborer  his  ravv  material  at  the  least  pos- 
sible price,  in  order  that  he  may  afl’ord,  at  the  lowest 
possible  price,  the  article  which  he  produces;” — in 
France,  that  “the  laborer  shall  pay  well  for  the 
raw  material  which  he  uses,  but  the  home  market 
shall  be  reserved  for  his  products  exclusively.” 

Which  IS  the  most  reasonable  of  these  two  systems 
of  economy,  it  is  not  our  purpose  now  to  discuss. — 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  respective  conditions  of 
the  two  countries  are  very  different,  and  it  will  be 
easily  admitted  that  each  of  these  two  principles 


*I'he  following  article  is  translated  from  (he  “Bulletin 
of  the  Industrial  Society  of  Mulhouse’’ — “Le  Bulieiin 
de  La  Societe  Indusirielle  de  Mulhouse” — a Magazine 
of  the  highest  repute  among  the  manufacturers  of  both 
France  and  England.  I'he  translation  was  made  by 
Thomas  L.  Dunnell,  Esq.  of  Providence,  R-  I.,  for  a 
friend,  who  was  desirous  of  reading  it.  Occurring  to 
the  translator  that  others  might  feel  an  interest  in  it,  he 
forwarded  the  manuscript  to  us  for  publication  in  the 
Merchants'  Magazine.  Without  endorsing  Ihe  view^ 
of  the  author — which,  to  say  the  least,  are  quite  plausi- 
ble— the  article  will  doubtless  be  read  with  interest  by 
our  metchaiits  and  manufacturers  generally. 

[Ed.  Merchaiila'  Magazine, 


has  been  appropriate  to  the  epochs  and  the  circiim 
stances  in  which  they  have  been  applied.  Wha^ 
cannot  be  denied  is,  that  the  system  adopted  by 
Great  Britain  has  elevated  that  country  to  (he 
high  industrial  position  which  constitutes  the  foun- 
dalion  of  her  present  wealth  and  power. 

This  system  she  has  lately  extcmied,  almost  to  its 
extreme  limits,  her  policy  herein  is  consisteni; 
namely,  to  persevere  in  the  course  which  has  been, 
thus  far,  siiccessfuli 

Since  1844,  English  tariffs  have  ceased  to  affect 
the  importation  of  wool.  In  1845,  cotton,  and  five 
hundred  articles,  considered  as  raw  materials,  were 
admitted  into  England  free  of  duty.  The  protective 
system  was  next  attacked,  and  the  duties  reduced 
on  all  the  manufactured  articles  which  are  of  direct 
importance  to  the  w ants  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people. 

By  these  measures,  the  British  government  re- 
moved the  only  obstacle  which  prevented  the  pro- 
ducer from  attaining  the  end  he  has  constantly  in 
view,  to  wit:  that  of  producing  at  the  lowest  possi- 
ble price.  Al  the  point  at  which  the  industry  of  the 
country  had  arrived,  this  appeared  the  only  way  of 
progress  w hich  remained  open  to  it;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  interests  which  stood  in  the  way,  so 
soon  as  it  appeared  useful  to  that  great  interest,  which 
rules  all  others  in  England,  it  was  without  hesitation 
adopted. 

By  the  free  importation  of  cotton,  flax,  and  wool, 
the  basis  of  the  principal  manufactures;  of  iron,  and 
other  metals,  which  render  these  elements  available; 
and  of  coloring  matters,  and  ali  the  other  materials 
necessary  to  transform  the  simple  elements  into 
manufactured  ailicles,  the  English  manufacturer 
possessed  all  the  advantages  which  it  seemed  possi- 
ble to  secure  to  him.  But  the  solicitude  of  the  go- 
vernment did  not  cease  here.  The  restrictive  sys- 
tem, for  the  protection  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
country,  was  still  in  force,  burdening  the  operative 
with  an  expensive  subsistence,  and  maintaining 
wages  at  a high  price.  The  whole  system  is  aban- 
doned. It  falls  before  the  interest  of  production, 
which  demands  labor  at  a lower  price  as  the  last 
element  of  prosperity  still  wanting  to  it. 

For,  it  must  be  carefully  remembered,  the  direct 
consequence  of  the  economical  reform,  proposed  in 
parliament  by  the  distinguished  statesman  who  held 
the  rudder  of  government,  was  the  reduction  of  the 
rate  of  wages.  It  is  of  no  use  to  object,  that  this 
idea  is  cot  once  advanced  in  the  exposition  of  his 
plan.  It  is  in  vain  to  assert,  that  he  appealed  to  the 
generosity  of  the  great  landholders,  from  whom  he 
asked  the  sacrifice  of  their  privileges,  alleging  that 
“their  tenants  and  farmers  could  thus  obtain,  in 
greater  abundance,  the  necessaries  of  life.”  This, 
Sir  Robert  Peel  well  knew,  was  not  to  be  the  ulti- 
mate result  of  the  suppression  of  the  protective  du- 
ties which  he  proposed.  To  obtain  for  the  laboring 
classes  a more  abundant  and  cheaper  means  of  sub- 
sistence, what  IS  this  but  to  open  the  door  for  a 
reduction  of  wages?  The  conditions  of  subsistence 
regulate  wage.s,  always  and  every  where.  Like  mer- 
chandise, competition  regulates  the  difference  be- 
tween ils  cost  and  its  market  price. 

We  say,  then,  that  when  the  English  minister  de- 
clared in  parliament,  that  his  plans  had  for  their  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  labor- 
ing classes  of  the  kingdom,  he  likewise  proposed  to 
himself  an  object,  very  desirable  and  very  able,  that 
of  giving  the  recommendation  of  humanity  to  plans 
dictated  in  reality  by  interests  less  generous,  indeed, 
but  still  national,  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  production  in  England.  In  this  measure,  as  in 
all  the  political  measures  of  that  country,  we  shall 
find  more  of  patriotism  than  of  philanthropy. 

II.  The  prominent  cause  of  the  reduction  of 

DUTIES  IN  ENGLAND. 

What  is  the  necessity  which  has  occasioned,  in 
England,  a change  thus  hostile  to  powerful  interests? 
Why  have  we  seen  that  country  pass,  successively, 
from  the  restrictive  principles  of  her  maritime  code, 
from  those  celebrated  navigation  acts,  under  the 
protection  of  which  her  industry  has  prospered,  first, 
to  a reduction  of  duties  on  the  raw  materials,  and 
-then,  to  a wide  and  almost  complete  application  of 
the  doctine  of  commercial  freedom?  Was  it  to  do 
homage  to  the  economical  principles  of  Adam  Smith, 
and  add  commercial  toleration  to  the  existing  politi- 
cal and  religious  toleration,  of  which  she  also  gave 
the  first  examples  to  the  world?  No:  for  England  is 
not  the  country  of  theories  or  abstractions.^ 

Was  it  because  the  English  aristocracy  wished  to 
anticipate  the  pretensions  of  a democracy,  which 
was  aroused,  and  sought,  by  despoiling  itself,  to  dis- 
arm it?  No:  for  no  symptoms  had  been  manifested, 
which  need  alai  m it  seriously. 

Was  it,  finally,  tlie  famine,  with  which  the  coun- 
try was  menaced,  which  called  fur  (he  adoption 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  7,  1847— POLITICAL. 


361 


of  these  new  measures?  No:  for  il  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  they  would  be  cfEcacious  to  remedy  that 
evil. 

We  must  seek  some  other  origin  for  these  new 
doctrines  of  economy  which  have  sprung  up  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  not  probable  that  tlic  men  who  originat- 
ed them  acted  spontaneously,  but  that,  being  the 
gardians  of  the  public  prosperity,  which  is  insepa- 
rably connected  with  that  industry,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  bend  their  restrictive  sympathies  before 
the  exigency  of  new  events.  It  was  the  opposition 
and  the  increasing  greatness  of  a rival  industrial 
production,  which  forced  her  to  renounce  a sys- 
tem which  was  possible  in  England  only  so  long 
(and  no  longer)  as  she  had  no  rival  to  contend 
with. 

While,  on  the  continent,  industry,  struggling  under 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  it,  strove  feebly,  although 
with  courage,  against  unfavorable  circumstances,  a 
remote  nation,  descending  late  into  the  arena  of  in- 
dustry, advances  there  with  a firm  and  rapid  step — a 
nation,  placed  in  an  admirable  physical  position; 
possessed  of  ,i  great  extent  of  maritime  coast,  with 
a soil  which  gives,  at  the  lowest  prices,  coal,  iron, 
and  cotton,  the  three  great  elements  of  manufac- 
tures; possessing,  in  the  highest  degree,  those  quali- 
ties, necssary  to  success  in  industry,  as  well  as  in 
commerce — love  of  labor,  enterprise,  and  hardihood; 
practising,  upon  a grand  scale,  the  fruitful  principle 
of  association;  and  aided,  finally,  by  those  powerful 
institutions  of  credit,  which  furnish  the  means  of 
execution  to  the  grand  conceptions  of  commercial 
genius.  Who  does  not  recognise,  in  this  portrait  the 
United  States  of  America. 

During  its  short  period  since  its  birth,  American 
industry  has  made  a progress,  the  rapidity  of  which 
will  not  surprise  us  when  we  consider  the  conditions 
of  vitality  grouped  about  it.  We  may  say  that  il 
had  no  infancy.  Il  passed,  without  any  interval,  to 
the  strength  of  a vigorous  maturity;  and  at  this  mo 
menl  il  has  the  honor  of  alarming  England,  spite 
of  her  two  hundred  years  of  industrial  domina- 
tion. 

Already,  in  the  markets  of  South  America,  of 
Asia,  in  all  those,  in  fine,  which  efier  her  a compe 
tilion  on  equal  terms,  the  productions  of  the  United 
Slates  dispute  the  ground  with  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Only  one  step  more  is  needed,  to  establish 
an  equality  between  these  two  rivals.  This  step  is, 
the  diminution  of  the  wages  of  labor  in  the  United 
States. 

Up  to  this  moment,  the  high  price  of  labor  has 
acted  as  a counterpoise  to  the  other  favorable  con- 
ditions which  the  United  Stales  eminently  possess. 
But,  is  the  moment  far  distant,  when  the  agricultu- 
ral employments  being  no  longer  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy the  surplus  labor,  a superabundant  population 
will  seek  occupation  in  manufactures,  and  conse- 
quently reduce  the  price  of  labor?  Whoever  com- 
pares the  population  of  the  United  Stales,  in  J815, 
with  the  population  in  1846,  will  not  consider  that 
time  very  remote. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  rivalry  of  this 
country,  possessing,  as  it  does,  on  its  own  soil,  not 
only  the  raw  materials  of  industry,  but  likewise  the 
greater  part  of  its  agents,  and  admitting,  freely,  the 
small  number  of  those  which  she  lacks — uniting,  in 
fine,  all  the  elements  of  labor,  excepting  one,  only, 
at  the  lowest  price,  has,  for  some  ti  ne,  excited  the 
secret  apprehensions  of  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  which  is  always  awake  to  her  commercial 
interests.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  these  fears 
were  the  real  motive  which  induced  that  govern- 
ment to  abandon,  piece  by  piece,  the  restrictive 
system  which  guarantied  the  revenues  to  the  great 
proprietors,  in  order  that  it  might  place  the  country 
on  the  same  footing  as  its  rival  across  the  ocean. — 
The  foresight  of  this  constantly  increasing  danger 
suggested  to  an  able  minister,  and  obtained  from  an 
enlightened  aristocracy,  those  new  measures,  of 
which  the  manifest  purpose  was,  to  procure  for  Bri- 
tish industry  the  elements  of  production  at  a cheaper 
rate  than  before. 

Thus  has  England  endeavored  to  increase  the  dis- 
tance between  herself  and  the  rival  who  threatens  to 
overtake  her. 

The  succeeding  captions  of  the  articles  are, 

III.  The  influence  on  France,  of  these  new  mea- 
sures of  England. 

IV.  The  necessity  of  reducing  the  duties  on  raw 
materials  imported  into  France. 

V.  The  danger  which  the  continuance  of  existing 
duties  in  France  on  the  raw  materials,  threatens  to 
their  industry  and  their  marine. 

VI.  Conclusion — Necessity  of  protective  mea- 
sures. 

Each  of  these  topics  is  ably  discussed.  On  ma- 
nufactures of  cotton,  the  wi  iter  suggests  the  estab- 


lishment of  a “firemium  ofreslitiilion" — in  other  words  I 
a bounty — on  an  equitable  basis,  on  the  export  of  its 
products.  He  says: 

“In  conclusion,  which  s'lall  bs  applied  to  the  dis- 
ordered state  ol  industry  in  Fiance — the  palliative, 
or  the  remedy?  There  must  be  a choice,  for  the 
condition  of  things  will  no  longer  admit  of  neglect. 
A subject  so  grave  ought  to  arouse  the  altcnlion  of 
our  statesmen.”  “They  cannot  close  their  eyes  to 
the  disastrous  consequences  which  the  able  econo- 
mical system  practised  in  Great  Britain,  will  infal- 
libly entail  upon  our  manufactures,  if  a sage  fore- 
sight does  not  prevent.  They  will  awake  to  the 
duty,  which  the  measures  of  England  impose  on 
them,  of  diminishing  the  cost  of  labor,  as  well  as  of 
securing  it,  to  the  laborer.  They  also  should  save 
and  prosper  the  industry  of  their  country;  for  indus- 
try IS  labor,  in  common  with  capital,  hands,  and 
ideas;  and  labor,  in  its  turn,  is  the  only  solid  basis 
of  society,  since  from  it  spring  all  order  and 
wealth.” 
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NATIONAL  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  AT  MONTEREY. 

A SPEECH  FROM  GEN.  TAYLOR. 

At  the  celebration  at  Monterey,  in  Mexico,  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  whole  company  assembled  on  the  occa- 
sion was  agreeably  surprised  by  a speech  from  the 
old  soldier  who  has  so  oiten  led  them  to  battle  and 
to  victory.  An  account  of  the  incident  as  given  by 
the  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune: 
We  had  in  type,  but  a more  detailed  statement  w'as 
furnished  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  3d 
instant  from  which  we  abstract  the  following: 

Monterey,  Mexico,  July  6,  1847. 

The  morning  of  the  5lh  was  cloudv  and  portended 
rain,  but  the  bright  sun  soon  dispelled  the  heavy- 
mist  that  clung  to  the  mountain’s  side,  and  ere  noon 
the  heavens  were  as  clear  and  bright  as  a lovely 
woman’s  smile.  Early  in  the  forenoon  the  Ameri- 
can ensign  was  displayed  from  the  governor’s  quar- 
ters and  the  Spanish  flag  from  the  residence  of  the 
Spanish  consul  nearly  opposite.  The  five  compa- 
nies of  Massachusetts  volunteers  were  assembled, 
all  but  the  guard,  with  tho  colors  of  the  regiment 
presented  them  by  the  governor  of  their  state.  A 
little  after  9 o’clock  they  formed  and  marched  out 
towards  Camp  Taylor.  An  American  flag  borne  by 
a citizen  was  carried  near  the  regimental  color. — 
Colonel  Wright  and  the  members  of  the  regimental 
staff  and  others  preceded  the  regiment,  and  on  the 
road  received  the  marching  salute.  At  Camp  Tay- 
lor all  was  ready;  under  the  wide-spread  awning  in 
front  of  General  Taylor’s  tent  were  the  brave  old 
hero  and  the  members  of  his  stafl'  and  the  officers 
attached  to  thi Forces  stationed  at  camp.  On  the 
right  of  the  awning  the  soldiers  of  Major  Bragg’s 
light  artillery  were  drawn  up  in  line,  on  the  left  the 
2d  dragoons,  and  in  front  the  Massachusetts  regi 
inent. 

SPEECH  OF  GEN.  CUSHING. 

As  soon  as  the  latter  had  formed  into  line  Gen. 
Cushing  made  his  appearance  and  Gen.  Taylor  and 
his  officers  all  rose.  Gen.  Cushing  then  proceeded 
to  address  him  as  follows: 

General:  The  veteran  officers  and  soldiers  whom 
you  have  so  many  times  led  on  to  victory  and  to 
fame;  those  yet  untried  in  the  field,  who  ardently 
long  for  the  day  when  your  voice  shall  bid  them  also 
tread  triumphantly  in  the  same  noble  path  of  honor 
and  of  duly;  and  others  your  fellow  citizens  present, 
who,  though  not  called  to  fight  the  battles  of  tlieir 
country,  are  not  the  less  animated  with  the  same 
devoted  love  towards  tier  which  we  feel,  have  desir- 
ed on  this  anniversary  of  our  separate  existence  as  a 
sovereign  people,  to  present  their  respectful  saluta- 
tions to  you  as  the  official  representative  here  of  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  United  States. 

We  come  to  rejoice  with  you  on  this  day  of  glori- 
ous memories  in  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  our 
country,  and  to  rekindle  in  our  hearts  the  sacred 
fire  of  pairiolism  by  remembering  togelher  the  vir- 
tues and  sacrifices  of  our  wise  and  brave  forefa- 
thers, who  have  transmitted  to  us  the  splendid  heri- 
tage of  the  land  hallowed  by  their  blood,  of  llie 
institutions  they  founded,  of  llicir  own  immortal 
names. 

It  is  indeed  a day  never  forgotten  by  an  American; 
for,  whether  in  the  home  of  our  ati'eclions  and  inte- 
rests, surrounded  by  all  that  is  dearest  to  the  human 
heart,  or  on  the  broad  expanse  of  llie  fathomless 
ocean,  or  wandering  over  some  far  distant  land,  on 
this  anniversary,  wherever  we  may  be,  our  thoughts 
are  turned  spontaneously  lo'lbe  same  point  as  truly 
as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  as  devoutly  as  the  Moslem 
to  his  holy  Mecca. 


And  well  il  is  for  us  that  it  is  so,  since  no  warmth 
of  gratitude  is  intense  enough  to  be  commensurate 
with  the  debt  of  thankfulness  we  owe  to  our  patriot 
sires — no  language  of  eloquence  is  powerful  enough 
to  express  adequately  the  emotions  of  pride  which 
our  country’s  career  awakens — no  homage  of  the 
soul  is  profound  enough  to  render  due  adoration  to 
that  gracious  providence  which  has  continued  to 
guide  and  to  guard  the  destinies  of  the  Union. 

Meanwhile  let  us  be  just  the  memory  ol  our  fathers, 
and  just  to  ourselves  in  the  measure  of  regard  which 
wc  bestow  on  this  day. 

Men  who  have  but  superficially  studied  the  histo- 
ry of  the  United  Slates  arc  accustomed  to  speak  of 
Ibis  day  as  the  anniversary  of  our  emancipation  from 
bondage,  and  vague  ideas  of  that  vaguest  of  all 
things,  called  liberty,  are  altacbeii  to  the  very  name 
of  our  national  independence.  But  the  people  of 
the  United  Stales  were  never  in  a slate  of  bondage. 
Tho  war  of  the  revolution  was  not  a war  for  liberty. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  a struggle  in  arms  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  two  great  subdivisions  of  the  Bri- 
tish race,  one  inhabiting  Europe  and  the  other  inha- 
biting America,  and  both  equally  free,  should  con- 
limie  to  constitute  a single  empire,  or  whether  they 
should  be  reconstituted  separately  into  two  inde- 
pendent empires.  The  God  of  battles  decided  that 
we,  the  American  colonies,  were  as  competent  for 
independent  self-government  as  the  mother  country; 
and  England,  with  that  practical  good  sense  which 
distinguished  her  from  other  nations,  manfully  ac- 
quiesced in  the  decision  which  split  her  power 
asunder,  and  gave  to  us  separate  dominion  in  Ame- 
rica. 

And  the  mysterious  order  of  Providence  seems  to 
have  predestined  the  American  to  surpass  the  Euro- 
pean subdivision  of  the  original  empire,  for,  of  that 
high  minded,  bold  hearted,  and  strong  handed  British 
race,  which,  wheresoever  it  appears,  appears  but  to 
command,  the  more  numerous  part  will  ere  long  be 
found  in  America;  and  ihe  British  Isles  have  already 
reached  that  fatal  terra  in  the  history  of  nations  when 
their  native  land  can  no  longer  feed  its  sons,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  still  expanding 
with  a rapidity  and  strength  of  possession  which  de- 
fies calculation,  over  the  rich  virgin  soils  of  the  New 
World. 

This  reflection  acquires  new  force  from  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  we  this  day  meet,  a con- 
quering American  army,  here,  in  the  heart  of  tho 
Mexican  republic,  in  sight  of  the  captured  redoubts 
and  heights  of  Monterey,  amid  the  venerable  trees, 
and  by  the  side  of  these  living  waters  of  the  wood 
of  San  Domingo;  which,  occupied  by  you,  general, 
and  your  victorious  troops,  has  acquired  a place  in 
history  as  enduring  as  poetry  ever  gave  to  Ilia  foun- 
tain of  Vaucluse,  or  eloquence  to  the  grove  of  Aca- 
demus. 

Yes,  millions  of  men  will  have  assembled  (o  day 
within  the  broad  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  do 
honor  to  the  traditions  of  the  revolution,  to  ponder 
on  the  excellent  beauty  of  the  federal  constitution, 
to  congratulate  one  another  on  the  happy  condition 
of  our  country,  and  to  look  forward  with  inquisitive 
eye  into  the  sublime  future  of  the  American  repub- 
lic. They  will  call  to  mind  the  names  of  the  strick- 
en fields  of  that  first  war  of  indepencence  which 
vindicated  our  national  rights  on  the  land,  of  that 
second  war  of  independence  which  vindicated  our 
national  rights  on  the  sea,  and  of  Ihe  heroes  who 
illustrated  each;  but  w hile  Bunker  Hill,  and  Sarato- 
ga, and  Yorktown,  and  New  Orleans  will  not  be  for- 
gotten, Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey, 
Buena  Vista,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Cerro  Gordo  will  yet 
more 

“Be  in  their  flowing  cups  freely  remembered,” 

and  earth  and  sky  will  rc-echo  with  shouts  ol  enthu- 
siasm at  the  mention  of  ihe  names  of  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor, and  of  the  brave  men  who  under  their  lead 
have  borne  the  banner  of  the  Union  in  triu.raph  over 
the  wild  plains  and  through  the  mountain  passes  of 
Mexico. 

But  we  assembled  in  this  grander  than  all  human 
temples,  the  outspread  sky  of  the  bright  firmament 
of  heaven,  treading  with  our  own  feet  Ihc  conquer- 
ed savannas  of  New  Leon,  surrounded  by  that  lofty 
Sierra  which  rises  on  either  hand  as  though  placed 
by  nature  to  be  the  boundary  of  empires,  we,  I say, 
can  best  appreoiatc,  vvilli  the  sober  but  strong  con- 
viction ol  the  palpable  reality,  how  vast  are  the 
strides  which  the  United  States  have  made  in  great- 
ness since  the  day,  not  yet  remote,  wlien  wc  were 
humble  colonies,  scattered  in  a narrow  lino  along 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  until  now,  when  we  have 
swarmed  across  the  great  central  valley  of  the  con- 
tinent, have  struck  over  to  the  shores  of  Ihe  Pacific, 
and,  unembarrassed  by  the  burden  of  a war,  which 
lias  already  given  to  us  the  possession  of  two-thirds 
of  Mexico,  are  yet  able,  from  the  superabuiidaiice  of 
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our  overflow  ing  prosperity,  to  nourish  at  will  the 
starving  nations  of  the  Old  World. 

Honor,  then,  to, the  bold  hearts  who,  on  the  great 
day  whose  anniversary  we  celebrate,  dated  to  com- 
prehend their  cotintry’s  capabilities,  and  to  proclaim 
it  independent!  Honor  to  the  heroes  and  the  sages 
w ho  have  conducted  it  so  gloriously  on  to  our  tintes! 
Honor  to  the  statesmen  whose  vigorous  hand  at  this 
time  so  ably  and  successfully  administer  its  govern- 
ment! Honor  to  the  generous  minded  people  of  our 
country  who  freely  send  forth  their  sons  to  fight  her 
battles  in  this  foreign  land!  Honor  to  the  brave 
soldiers  who  live  to  enjoy  the  renown  they  have  so 
nobly  earned  in  the  battle  field!  Honor,  above  all, 
to  the  gallant  men  who  fell  in  the  hour  of  their 
country’s  triumph,  whose  blood  was  the  sacrificial 
incense  of  victory,  and  who,  though  dead,  yet  live 
immortal  in  the  afl'ectionate  memory  of  their  coun- 
trymen! 

We  trust  and  believe  that  our  brethren  in  arms,  whom 
Scott  has  been  leading  in  triumph  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Vuebla,  will  celebraie  this  day  in  the  capital  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  and  on  the  site  of  the  great  leocalli  of  the 
Aztecs;  and,  if  Mexico  shall  then  continue  in  the  blind 
obstinacy  of  her  fatal  infatuation,  and  still  refuse  the 
proffers  of  peace  which  the  President  of  the  U.  States, 
with  honorable  solicitude  to  terminate  the  evils  of  war, 
has  at  all  times  been  ready  to  conclude,  then  vve  look  to 
you,  sir,  in  the  unbounding  confidence  of  perfect  faith 
in  your  generalship,  your  wisdom,  your  courage,  and 
your  fortune,  to  conduct  us  in  smilar  triumph  along  that 
lofty  table  land  before  our  eyes,  and  to  complete,  on  the 
plains  of  the  Bajio,  that  which  you  so  gloriousiy  com- 
menced on  those  of  the  Rio  Grande,  namely,  the  total 
subjugation  of  New  Spain. 

Once  more,  general,  in  the  name  and  as  the  humble 
instrument  of  your  fellow  soldiers  and  fellow  citizens 
whom  you  see  before  you,  I tender  to  you  their  felicita- 
tions on  occasion  of  this  auspicious  anniversary,  with 
sentiments  of  admiration  for  the  high  achievements 
which  have  marked  your  life,  of  deep  respect  for  you 
personally,  and  for  tlie  sincerest  aspirations  for  your  fu- 
ture happiness  and  honor,  in  whatever  else  of  danger 
or  duty  you  may  hereafter  be  called  to  by  the  providence 
of  an  all- wise  God. 

Gen.  Taylor,  who  had  listened  with  great  attention 
to  the  remarks  of  Gen.  C , and  evidently  powerfully  af- 
fected by  the  mention  of  his  name,  briefly  but  feelingly 
responded  as  follows: 

“General:  In  reply  to  your  eloquent  and  complimen- 
tary allusions  to  the  services  of  the  army  under  my 
command,  I can  only  briefly  express  my  thanks  and 
those  of  the  brave  men  of  my  command,  to  whose  ex- 
ertions and  gallantry  alone  our  success  are  dae.  P’or 
myself  I can  claim  no  merit  beyond  that  of  sharing  and 
encountering  danger  w’ilh  them.  You  have  traced  up 
and  depicted  in  most  faithful  colors  llie  rapid  progress 
of  our  country  from  the  commencement  to  its  present 
condition  of  greatness  and  prosperity — occupying  the 
front  rank  in  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  existing 
war  may  show  the  world  that  in  great  national  enter- 
prises and  interests  we  are  firm  and  united;  and  that 
the  flower  of  onr  country,  vt’iihoul  distinction  ot  party,  is 
always  ready  to  vindicate  the  naiional  honor  on  the 
battle  field.  Should  it  be  our  lot  to  re.snnie  offensive 
operations  on  this  line,  1 shall  move  with  every  ennfi 
dence  in  the  gallantry  and  success  of  the  forces.  I have 
but  little  doubt  that  those  who  have  but  recently  come 
into  the  field,  and  have  not  been  able  to  participate  in 
active  service  as  yet,  will  distinguish  themselves  as 
greatly  as  those  who  have  gone  before.  That  thou- 
sands of  volunteers  who  have,  many  of  them,  been 
brought  up  in  affluencs,  have  left  their  pursuits  and 
comfortabie  homes  to  encounter  the  liardsliips  of  an 
active  campaign,  is  a sufficient  guaranty  that  the  rights 
and  honor  of  our  country  will  always  be  maintained.’’ 

A general  shaking  of  hands  and  congratulation 
here  took  place  for  some  moments;  after  which  Col. 
Wright,  of  the  Massachusetts  volunteers,  by  invita- 
tion, read  the  DL-claration  of  Independence.  The 
company  then  partook  of  a substantial  lunch  provid- 
ed by  the  hospitable  commander,  who  had  a smile 
and  a pleasant  word  for  all,  and  seemed  happy  in 
being  able  to  make  others  so.  He  was  dressed  in 
undress  uniform,  and  looked  a little  more  like  the 
brave  old  hero  than  he  is,  and  a little  less  like  the 
plain,  unaffected  gentleman — a very  little — than  I 
have  yet  seen  him.  At  12  o’clock,  while  the  com- 
pany were  yet  at  camp,  a national  salute  was  fired 
by  Bragg’s  battery,  and  before  the  sound  of  the  last 
gun  had  died  away,  the  booming  of  cannon  from  the 
black  fort  seemed  to  echo  back  the  salute. 

About  3 o’clock  Gen.  Taylor  and  staff  with  an  es- 
cort of  dragoons  came  into  town,  and  with  General 
Cushing  and  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment proceeded  to  Arista’s  garden,  or  Arista’s  house 
1 should  should  say,  where  a table  was  spread  in  the 
broad  corridor,  opening  into  the  garden,  with  its 
bright  green  shrubs,  its  crimson  rose  buslies  covered 
With  fragrant  flowers,  its  well-kept  walks,  and  the 
gurgling  stream  tlial  meanders  through  it.  Every 
one  was  surprised  at  the  profusion  of  good  things 
and  the  variety  that  was  placed  upon  the  table,  &c. 

When  the  subalanti-als  had  been  discussed  and  re- 
moved, Gen.  Cushing,  who  presided  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  with  Gen.  Taylor  on  his  right,  and  after 


some  remarks  complimentary  to  the  committee  of 
arrangements  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they 
had  cared  for  their  guests,  proceeded  to  announce 
the  following  regular  toasts: 

The  day  we  celebraie — As  dear  lo  us  in  a strange 
clime  and  the  midst  of  war  as  when  welcomed  at 
our  peaceful  homes. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  memory  of  Washington — Brightening  with  time, 
all  nations  will  at  last  behold  and  admire  its  lustre. 
The  army  and  the  volunteers  of  the  United  Stales — 
The  navy  of  the  United  Stales — With  amphibious 
facility,  finding  no  enemy  on  the  waters,  it  has  con- 
stantly sought  and  successfully  encountered  him  on 
the  land. 

The  constitution — May  it  ever  be  administered  in 
the  spirit  which  controlled  its  first  formation. 

The  surviving  heroes  of  the  rraolufion— Length  of 
days  has  been  vouchsafed  to  them  that  they  might 
behold  tlie  marvellous  results  of  their  youthful  toil 
— all  honor  to  their  venerable  names. 

Our  brethren  in  arnis  at  the  south — They  have  light- 
ed their  paths  with  a blaze  of  victories. 

Mexico — Blessed  with  a genial  clime  and  the  phy- 
sical elements  of  greatness  and  power,  she  is  a prey 
to  civil  strife  and  bad  government:  may  the  influ 
ence  of  wise  rulers  and  free  institutions  restore  her 
to  her  proper  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  spirit  of  ’76— It  burns  as  brightly  among  the 
mountains  of  Mexico  as  of  old  at  Trenton.  “Skies, 
not  souls,  they  change  who  cross  the  sea.’’ 

The  Mexican  tear — Waged  lo  secure  an  honorable 
and  a lasting  peace,  may  such  be  its  early  consum- 
mation. 

The  illustrious  dead — From  Palo  Alto  to  Cerro 
Gordo  every  field  is  consecrated  by  the  sacrifice  of 
gallant  spirits;  a sympathizing  country  yields  sponta- 
neous and  grateful  homage  to  their  memory. 

The  .Imerican  fair — Worthy  descendants  of  the 
women  of  the  revolution;  their  hearts  and  prayers 
are  with  those  who  uphold  their  country’s  cause  in 
a foreign  land. 

These  sentiments  having  been  all  drank  with  the 
strongest  testimonials  of  admiration,  volunteer  toasts 
being  called  for,  Lieut.  Crowninshield,  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts regiment,  gave 
Andrew  Jackson — Sacred  be  his  memory.  [Drank 
standing  in  silence.] 

Lieut.  Fuller,  of  Massaehusetls  volunteers,  gave — 
“Gen.  Taylor — We  hail  him  as  the  next  president; 
may  his  civil  be  as  brilliant  as  his  military  career.’’ 
[This  sentiment  was  drunk  with  three  times  three.] 
General  Taylor  rose  and  responded  to  this  senti- 
ment: 

“Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen — 1 have  never  had 
the  vanity  to  aspire  or  lo  look  for  that  elevated  situ- 
ation which  has  just  been  alluded  lo,  but  if  my  fel- 
low countrymen  think  proper  to  elevate  me  to  so 
distinguished  and  honorable  a position,  I certainly 
shall  do  my  best  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  re- 
sponsible position  faithfully.  But,  if  any  other  can- 
didate is  preferred  by  the  people  as  more  competent 
than  myself,  I need  not  say  that  I shall  acquiesce 
most  cheerfully  in  their  decision,  and  shall  rejoice 
that  there  is  one  more  worthy  to  represent  them  in 
the  highest  office  in  their  gift.’’ 

The  general  then  gave  as  a toast: 

“The  slate  of  Massachusetts  and  the  city  of  Boston — 
Tlie  place  where  our  liberties  were  cradled;  whose 
sons  have  borne  so  conspicuous  a part  in  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  our 
independence  and  the  constitution,  and  have  gallant- 
ly maintained  the  same  by  sea  and  land.’’ 

Col.  Wright  responded;  he  then  gave 
“The  past  and  present — Palo  Alto,  Resaca,  Monte- 
rey, and  Buena  Vista,  the  Bunker  Hill,  Princeton, 
and  Yorktovvn  of  the  present  century.’’ 

By  Captain  .Montgomery,  U.  S.  A. — The  orator  of 
the  day,  scholar,  statesman,  and  soldier — Aii  ornament 
to  his  country  at  home  and  abroad.  We  doubt  not 
lhat  his  sword  will  prove  as  irresistible  as  his  elo- 
quence. 

Gen.  Cushing  lesponded.  In  conclusion  he  offer- 
ed this  sentimenl: 

“The  United  Stales — Baptized  in  the  blood  of  the 
revolution,  consecrated  by  the  sacrifice  of  our  fathers, 
rendered  glorious  by  the  courage  and  glory  of  their 
sons,  may  her  future  prosperity  correspond  with  her 
present  grandeur.” 

A number  of  other  volunteer  toasts  were  given. 

By  Capt.  Montgomery,  A.  Q.  M.  U.  S.  A. — Henry 
Clay — He  has  devoted  a life  to  his  country  and  a son 
lo  nis  country’s  glory. 

By  Capi.  Hoyt,  a commissary  U.  S.  A.  Mass.  reg. 
Peace — Whenever  it  comes  may  it  be  a permanent 
one,  which  shall  result  in  the  national  prosperity  ol 
both  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico;  a peace  which 
shall  bring  to  the  people  of  .Mexico  liberty  and  happi- 
ness— to  the  peoplc-of  the  United  Stales  union  and 
all  the  blessings  of  a free  and  and  united  nation. 


By  Captain  R.  A.  Arnold,  2J  reg.  dragoons — The 
square  of  the  circle — The  discovery  of  perpetual  mo- 
tion, and  the  “conquered  peace.” 

By  Ifieut.  Sturgis,  2d  dragoons. — Henry  Clay — He 
brought  to  the  altar  ol  his  country  the  highest  talents 
that  ever  adorned  it,  and  sacrificed  his  son  upon  the 
plain  of  Buena  Vista. 

You  will  perceive  that  this  dinner  and  celebration 
was  got  up  entirely  without  distinction  of  party,  and 
the  prominent  men  of  each  of  the  two  great  political 
divisions  were  indiscriminately  toasted,  and  the  sen- 
timents met  with  equal  applause;  a proof  of  the  good 
feeling  and  harmony  which  prevailed,  and  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  have  and  did  not  have  any  parly 
purpose. 


FUNERAL  HONORS  TO  THE  GALLANT 
DEAD! 


From  the  Frankfort  Commonwealth,  July  27. 

The  interment  of  the  remains  of  Col.  William  R. 
McKee,  Lieut.  Col,  H.  Clay,  Capt.  Win.  T.  Willis, 
Capt.  W.  H.  Maxey,  Adjut.  Edward  M.  Vaughn, 
Lieut.  Joseph  Powell,  W.  W.  Bayles,  Wm.  Thwails, 
N.  Ramey,  Thomas  Weigert,  Alex.  G.  Morgan,  C. 
Jones,  Henry  Carty,  T.  McH.  Dozier,  H.  Trotter, 
C.  B.  Thomson,  and  W.  C.  Green,  soldiers  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  fell  at  Buena  Vista,  look  place  on  the 
20th  ult.,  in  the  presence  of  a concourse  of  people 
whose  numbers  were  variously  estimated,  from  fif- 
teen to  thirty  thousnnd.  The  notice  given,  was  so 
short,  Itial  the  citizens  from  distant  parts  of  the 
stale,  were  not  able  to  attend;  several  of  the  com- 
panies belonging  to  the  regiments  to  uhich  the  de- 
ceased belonged,  were  not  advised  of  the  day  fixed 
for  the  ceremonies  until  it  had  passed.  The  intense 
and  almost  overpowering  heal  of  the  weather,  pre- 
vented many  from  attending;  notwithstanding  these 
things,  there  came  together  on  that  day,  the  largest 
concourse  of  paople  ever  assembled  in  Kentucky. 

But  little  more  than  twelve  months  ago,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  requisition  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
Stales,  Kentucky  sent  to  the  army  near  three  thou- 
sand of  her  citizen  soldiers — the  pride  and  flower  of 
the  commonwealth.  After  months  of  toil  and  pri- 
vation, the  little  army  to  which  it  was  the  fortune 
of  a part  of  them  lo  be  attached,  met  the  enemy. — 
that  little  army,  though  fighting  against  fearful  odds, 
was  victorious.  The  courage,  the  devotion,  and  the 
noble  bearing  of  Kentucky’s  sons  in  the  dreadful 
conflict,  has  been  the  theme  of  many  a Poet’s  song 
— is,  and  will  ever  be,  the  pride  and  glory  of  the 
state.  Kentucky’s  sons  there  laid  the  cap  stone  to 
the  monument  of  her  fame.  The  page  on  which 
the  historian  shall  chronicle  the  events  of  lhat  day, 
will  be  the  brightest  in  the  liistory  of  Kentucky. 

But,  rich  and  luxuriant  as  were  the  laurels  won  at 
Buena  Vista,  it  was  the  decree  of  the  God  of  battles, 
that  they  should  be  closely  intertwined  with  Ihe  cy- 
press. Kentucky  paid  high  loll  on  that  memorable 
day.  One  fourth  of  her  sons  engaged  in  the  battle 
were  left  dead  upon  the  plain.  The  blood  of  the 
brave  was  the  price  of  victory! 

The  survivors  were  unwilling  that  their  brave  of- 
ficers and  men,  who  fell  on  that  day,  should  lie  in 
the  land  of  the  enemy.  The  ashes  of  the  gallant 
dead,  were  too  dear  to  the  living,  to  be  subjected  to 
the  possibility  of  dishonor  at  the  hands  of  a rude 
and  semi-barbarous  enemy.  The  regiment  when 
about  to  return  disinterred  the  ashes  of  their  officers, 
brought  them  back  lo  their  native  soil,  to  find  a rest- 
ing place  in  the  land,  to  whose  great  name  their 
deeds  and  death  had  added  such  undying  honor. — 
Several  of  the  bodies  of  the  privates  have  been 
brought  back  by  the  citizens  of  the  counties  to 
which  they  belonged.  Others  are  now  on  the  way, 
in  custody  of  IrusL-worthy  messengers.  The  ashes 
of  all  who  remain,  will,  we  are  sure,  be  reclaimed 
by  the  commonwealth.  They  were  all  equally  dis- 
tinguished in  the  hour  of  trial;  their  memories  are 
equally  dear  to  the  people.  They  fell  on  the  same 
field;  met  death  in  a common  cause.  A common 
grave  should  receive  their  ashes,  and  a common 
monument  tell  the  story  of  their  fall  1 

(Much  of  the  details  of  the  imposing  ceremony 
and  procession,  we  have  lo  omit.) 

THE  FRANKFORT  CEMETERY. 

The  ComiTiecuieaWi  says:  ‘'The  Fraiikfoit  Cemetery 
Company  have  conveyed  to  the  state,  a beantilul  spot 
near  the  centre  ot  tlieir  wild  rninaiiiic  eiounds,  as  a bu- 
rying place  of  tlie  illustrious  de  -d  of  Kentucky’s  honor- 
ed sons,  «ho  fell  so  nobly  balilino  f.jr  t..eir  country,  on 
the  bloody  field  at  Buena  Vista! 

“The  cunetery  is  situated  on  a high  and  command- 
ing eminence,  about  three  hund.ed  feet  above  the  level 
ol  ibe  plain  on  which  the  capital  is  built;  and  overlooks 
the  Kentucky  river,  which  winds  around  the  base  of  the 
bluff,  and  beautilully  encircles  the  capital  of  the  state. 
It  is  forever  consecrated  and  set  apart  as  a place  to  bury 
the  dead.  The  remains  of  Daniel  Boon  and  his  wife, 
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are  interred  here,  at  a point  overlookinj;  the  deep  valley, 
and  iminediaielv  on  the  hrow  of  the  clifT.  What  place 
is  there  more  suitable  to  deposiie  the  remains  of  those 
\vh  ) have  so  nobly  sustained  the  hish  name  of  Ken 
tiicky  and  Kentucky  chivalry,  than  that  which  contains 
the  ashes  of  the  first  pioneer  of“iliedark  ami  bloodv 
ground.”  McKee,  Clay,  Vaughn.  Willis,  and  many  of 
their  noble  soldiers,  were  citizens  of  the  same  common- 
wealth. Together,  they  sited  llieir  blood  for  their  coun- 
try, and  their  chivalry  has  contributed  to  the  high  re- 
nown of  their  native  state.  As  Kentuckians  they  (ought; 
as  Kentuckians  they  met  the  same  glorious  death.  A 
gra’eful  people  will  express  their  gratitude,  by  erecting 
a monument  to  their  memory.  Let  them  sleep  together 
in  the  land  of  their  birth,  on  a spot  dedicated  for  that 
purpose,  that  those  who  may  come  after  us,  may  know 
“wliere  rest  the  mighty  dead.’’  Let  them  rest  together 
in  a common  grave,  and  let  the  monument  which  marks 
their  resting  place,  tell  the  story  of  their  fall!’’ 

From  the  platform  erected  for  the  chaplain  and  ora 
tor  of  the  day,  Gen.  Leslie  Combs,  invited  the  re- 
latives of  the  dead  soldiers,  the  volunteer  officers 
of  the  late  and  present  war,  and  officers  of  the  U. 
S.  army  and  navy,  to  come  forward  and  occupy  a 
place  on  the  portico  which  had  been  prepared  for 
them. 

The  surviving  officers  and  the  company  of  mourn- 
ers, filled  the  space.  Amid  the  throng  of  mourners 
there  present,  we  observed  the  form  of  Henry  Clay, 
the  venerable  and  distinguished  father,  of  the  late 
lamented  Col.  Clay.  Beside  him  sat  the  dear  little 
orphan  children  of  that  gallant  soldier — may  heaven 
bless  and  watch  over  them.  Around  this  venerable 
man  and  those  little  orphans,  stood  the  parents,  the 
brothers,  and  sisters,  and  friends  of  the  dead,  a sad 
and  sorrowing  company.  On  the  s’and  we  observed 
Col.  Richard  M Johnson — the  guest  of  the  McKee 
Guards — a gallant  soldier  of  the  last  war. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Brown,  of  Lexington, 
chaplain  of  the  day. 

The  orator  of  the  day,  John  C.  Breckenridge, 
Esq.,  of  Lexington,  then  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

We  are  assembled  on  a mission  of  gratitude,  to 
honor  th»  memory  of  those  who  evinced  the  loftiest 
patriotism  by  giving  their  lives  for  their  country. — 
The  place  of  sacrifice  was  Buena  Vista— a name 
engraved  on  every  American  heart.  While  our 
whole  country  was  represented  there,  to  the  lot  of 
Kentucky  fell  an  uncommon  portion,  both  of  glory 
and  bereavetiTient.  The  mortal  remains  of  a part  of 
her  sons  who  perished  in  that  battle,  lie  before  us, 
and  will  be  consigned  to  the  grave  with  every  cir- 
cumstance of  honor.  Other  citizens  fell  there,  whose 
bodies  lie  not  beside  these,  their  comrades;  but  the 
separation  is  not  eternal.  The  commonwealth  will 
be  careful  to  recover  the  ashes,  as  well  as  to  cheri.»h 
the  memory  of  all  her  children;  not  one  will  be  for- 
gotten; to  all  belong  a common  grave,  and  a commou 
monument. 

Tliese  solemn  obsequies  are  the  offspring  of  emo- 
tions as  universal  as  ihey  are  noble;  confined  to  no 
period,  clime,  or  people.  I'be  customs  of  preserv- 
ing the  remains  ol  the  dead,  of  honoring  their  me- 
mory, and  perpetuating  their  reme.ubrance,  exist  in 
every  nation.  The  most  savage  tribes  bear  from  the 
field  tne  bodies  of  their  slain,  and  celebrate  in  rude 
song  their  virtues  and  exploits.  In  many  counlries 
the  friends  of  the  departed,  at  each  return  of  spring. 
Strew  flowers  over  their  graves,  and  thus  gave  the 
freslmess  of  life  to  the  solitude  of  the  tomb.  The 
earth  is  covered  with  memorials  of  the  dead.  The 
cherished  relics  of  friends — their  forms  preserved  in 
the  marble  of  the  sculptor  and  the  colors  of  the 
painter  the  public  cemetery — the  family  graveyard 

every  monument  set  up  to  human  memory — the 
mausoleum  of  the  great — the  simple  stona  that  marks 
the  resting  place  of  the  humble  and  obscure — all,  ail, 
proclaim  the  depth  and  extent  of  this  common  feel- 
ing ol  oui  nature,  in  obedience  to  such  sentiments, 
the  remains  of  our  heroes  were  recovered  from  the 
soil  of  an  enemy,  and  arc  now  restored  to  the  pro- 
tection of  their  country.  Amidst  these  external 
proofs  of  respect  and  honor,  it  is  proper  to  express 
our  grateful  sense  of  their  courage,  tlieir  services, 
and  their  worth.  Wherefore,  on  tine  occasion,  1 
Will  relate  some  particulars  of  their  lives  and  cha- 
racter, as  an  act  of  gratitude  to  them,  and  for  the 
instruction  of  the  living. 

WILLIAM  R.  m’kEE 

was  born  in  the  county  of  Garrard,  on  the  24th  day 
ol  Seplember,  1808,  and  at  his  death  was  in  the 
became  of  patriotic  blood. 
Vyilliam  McKee,  his  grandfather,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Kentucky,  and  bore  a conspicuous  part 
M ®srly  battles.  His  father,  the  late  Samuel 
Mcliee,  was  a distinguished  citizen  of  the  stale,  and 
lor  Some  years  a repiesenlalive  in  congress.  In  the 
War  of  1812,  though  still  holding  that  trust,  lie 
shouldered  his  musket  as  u private  soldier, and  serv- 
ed a campaign  in  Ore  northwest,  declaring  that  the 


limes  required  every  citizen  to  do  hie  duty,  and  show 
his  readiness  to  serve  his  country  in  any  capacity. — 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  early  imbued  with 
similar  sentiments  of  duly,  which  afterwards  bore 
their  proper  fruit.  His  education  was  received  at 
West  Point,  where  he  graduated  with  distinction  in 
182D,  and  immediately  entered  the  army  as  lieuten- 
ant in  a company  of  Iho  third  regiment  of  artillery. 
He  continued  in  the  service  until  1836,  when,  the 
claims  of  his  family  demanding  allenlion,  and  the 
army  in  lime  of  peace  opening  no  avenue  to  fortune 
or  distinction,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  re- 
moved to  Lexington.  Here,  for  ten  years,  he  was 
largely  engaged  in  business  pursuits,  occupying  a 
prominent  slalron  in  society,  and  adorning  that  sta- 
tion with  all  the  virtues  of  social  life. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  and  a requisition  for 
volunteers  made  on  Kentucky,  McKee  was  among 
the  first  to  ofl'cr  his  services.  He  volunteered,  in 
his  own  modest  language,  “to  serve  in  any  capacity 
in  which  he  could  be  useful.”  It  was  an  offering  of 
pure  patriotism.  The  sacrifice  was  great,  for  it  in 
velved  the  abandonment  of  extensive  and  profitable 
pursuits,  and  separation  from  an  affectionate  family 
and  devoted  friends.  It  promised  no  other  reward 
than  tlie  gratitude  of  his  countrymen.  He  never 
had  been  in  public  life;  his  path  led  not  towards 
political  honors;  his  feelings  were  all  domestic  and 
social.  He  esteemed  it  a privilege  to  serve  his  coun- 
try; and,  in  addition,  a peculiar  duty.  Having  been 
educated  at  a military  academy  of  the  union,  with 
the  highest  sense  of  honor  and  obligation,  he  recog- 
nised the  national  right  to  his  services. 

It  was  not  reserved  for  him  to  serve  in  the  ranks. 
With  a proper  estimate  of  his  merit,  the  governor 
appointed  him  colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of 
Kenturky  infantry.  His  connection  with  this  com- 
mand continued,  with  reciprocal  sentiments  of  love 
arid  confidence,  until  it  was  severed  by  his  fall  at 
Buena  Vista.  It  is  well  known  that  that  regiment 
possessed  the  high  confidence  of  the  commanding 
general.  Afterwards,  transferred  to  the  centre  of 
the  field,  it  fought  under  the  eye  of  the  gener.rl. — 
When  the  enemy,  in  the  last  combined  effort  to  force 
Gen.  Taylor’s  position,  poured  his  masses  from  the 
left  and  front  upon  the  centre,  the  second  Kentucky 
infantry  formed  a pait  of  the  handful  who  met  the 
shock.  It  was  here,  while  leading  his  regiment  with 
gallantry  above  all  praise,  and  contesting  the  ground 
against  odds  of  more  than  four  to  one,  McKee  fell; 
fell  in  the  right  line  of  duty — fell  as  became  his 
name  and  life.  His  aflfectionale  comrades  bore  his 
body  from  the  field;  his  grateful  country  restores  it, 
with  the  last  honors,  to  its  kindred  dust. 

Of  such  a man  it  is  difficult  for  a friend  to  speak, 
except  in  the  language  of  warmest  eulogy ; he  won 
favorable  opinions  from  all  men;  all  who  knew  him 
loved  him.  His  character  inspired  at  the  same  time 
respect  and  affection.  Nature  had  endowed  him 
with  a temper  of  uncommon  firmness.  His  counte- 
nance wore  an  habitual  expression  of  calm  intrepid- 
ity; it  salon  each  feature — it  spoke  in  each  linea- 
ment. This  native  resolution  was  tempered  by  a 
kind  and  noble  heart — his  life  was  filled  with  good 
offices.  Perhaps  there  is  not  one  who  knew  him, 
within  whose  memory  is  not  recorded  so.ne  act  of 
his  courtesy  or  kindness.  He  was  prudent,  without 
timidity — amiable,  without  weakness — firm,  without 
austerity — generous,  open  and  true.  He  is  gone, 
but  his  memory  remains  to  testify  that  he  lived  not 
iB  vain.  To  his  country  he  left  his  glorious  exam- 
ple, and  to  his  bereaved  widow  and  orphan  children, 
the  great  iiilieritence  of  a spotless  name. 

HENRY  CLAY  JR. 

On  the  same  field,  and  at  the  same  lime,  perished 
another  son  of  Kentucky,  who  bore  a name  honored 
in  this,  and  other  lands — a name,  for  more  than  for 
ty  years  identified  with  the  history  of  the  common- 
wealth  and  the  union.  Henry  Ciay,  Jr.  was  born  at 
Ashland,  on  Itie  1 1th  day  of  April,  181 1.  llis  chil- 
hood  received  the  double  benefit  of  exreilcnl  pre- 
cepts and  high  examples.  His  mind  began  to  retain 
lasting  impressions  at  a period  propitious  to  the  for- 
mation of  elevated  and  patriotic  sentiments.  At 
that  day,  the  principles  and  events  of  the  revolution 
yet  engrossed  the  thoughts  and  conversation  of  ttie 
people;  our  national  anniversaries  were  celebrated 
w itti  enthusiasm;  the  youthful  heart  of  the  country 
glowed  with  liigii  and  almost  romantic  patriotism. — 
At  the  same  time  the  nation  was  involved  in  war. — 
Kentucky  embarked  with  ardor  in  the  cause  of  her 
country,  and  freely  shed  her  blood  in  its  defence.  At 
the  family  hearth,  young  C.,  caught  inspiration  from 
the  same  spirit  mat  inluseU  its  power  and  temper 
into  the  councils  of  the  union — andtheli  ime,  then 
kindled,  burned  until  it  was  quenched  iii  his  own 
blood.  He  was  educated  at  West  Point.  His  father 
was  his  coinpaiiioii  to  the  academy:  and  when  they 
were  about  to  separate,  taking  the  buy  by  the  hand, 
and  poiiiiiiig  to  the  surrounding  hills,  made  incuior- 


able  by  the  events  of  the  revolution,  be  said;  “Re- 
member, my  son,  that  from  these  heights  the  .spirits 
of  our  revolutionary  heroes  are  the  witnesses  of  your 
conduct.’’  Thus  nature  and  education  combined  to 
form  the  high  bearing  and  honorable  sentiments  that 
maiked  hfs  social  intercourse.  For  several  years 
Colonel  Clay  lived  in  his  native  county  of  Fayette, 
and  represented  her,  with  honor,  in  the  general  as- 
sembly. When  he  entered  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try  he  was  a citizen  of  Louisville.  At  the  first  call 
to  arms,  he  tendered  his  services,  and  was  appointed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  second  Kentucky  infantry. 

At  Buena  Vista,  he  was  with  the  noble  regiment 

through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  day,  he  filled  liis 
station  with  distinguished  courage,  and  fell  at  the 
moment  of  victory.* 


*Mr.  Clay  accedes  to  a request  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, in  the  state  which  has  always  delighted  to  ho- 
nor him,  honored  as  it  is,  by  him, — in  the  following 
touching  terms: 

Jlshland,  Jlpril  12,  1847. 

Gentlemen;  I have  received  this  day  your  official 
letter,  addressed  by  you,  as  the  organ  of  the  people 
of  Louisville,  to  me,  in  which,  after  adverting  to 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  them,  at  a public  meeting, 
expressing  their  leelings  arising  out  of  “ihe  mourn- 
ful but  glorious  intelligence”  of  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  and  of  their  desire  to  have  brought  back  to 
this  slate  the  remains  of  the  brave  officers  and  sol- 
diers from  Louisville  who  died  on  that  day  in  the 
service  of  the  nation,  you  conclude  by  requesting  my 
permission  to  bring  back  to  his  native  state  the  body 
of  my  sou,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Clay,  Jr.,  “to  admin- 
ister the  last  sacred  right  of  sepulture,  and  after- 
wards to  erec',  a monument  to  commemorate  his 
virtues  and  perpetuate  his  deeds.” 

1 yield,  geralemen,  readily,  the  permission  re- 
quested. Louisville  now  contains  the  remains  of  his 
beloved  wife,  and  was  the  place  of  his  own  resi- 
dence at  the  lime  of  tiis  death.  There  IS  therefore 
a peculiar  fitness  that  those  who,  in  life,  were  unit- 
ed together  by  the  strongest  bonds  of  affection  should 
sleep  together  in  death. 

For  the  kind  and  friendly  interest  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisville  have  taken  on  an  occasion  so  dis. 
tressing  to  tne,  and  for  the  generous  sympathy  man- 
ifested by  you  in  your  obliging  letter,  1 tender  an 
expression  of  ray  profound  gratitude  and  thanks. 

1 am,  gentlemen,  with  the  highe  I respect,  your 
friend  and  obedient  servant,  H.  CLAV. 

The  following  letter  Irom  Mr.  Clay  to  a citizen  o( 
Athens,  Ga.,  we  find  in  ihe  Southern  Whig; 

Ashland,  13///  April,  IS47 

Dear  sir:  1 thank  you  for  your  Iriendly  letier  of  the 
5ih  inst.  li  comes  to  me  when  I am  suffering  under 
one  of  the  heaviest  afflictions  that  has  ever  belallen  me 
deep  as  I have  drui.k  out  of  the  cup  ot  domestic  sorrow' 
Could  thu  must  lender  and  touching  expressions  of 
sympathy  and  condolence,  which  reach  me  Irom  every 
quarter,  ami  m every  form,  assuage  my  grief,  it  would 
be  much  alleviated.  Hut  alas!  tliern  are  some  wounds 
too  deep  and  too  painful  to  be  healed  by  any  other  re- 
medy, than  one  winch  flows  from  Him.  by  who'-e  in- 
comprehensible dispensations  they  have  been  inflicted 

It  IS  some  consolation  to  me  to  know  that  my  beloved 
son,  it  death  were  to  come,  preiened  meeting  it  on  the 
field  ol  battle  III  tlie  service  of  his  country  With  friend- 
ly recollections  of  our  meeting  in  Augusta  and  Charles- 
ton, I am  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY- 


oa/o.  /A^eiirjcman  ot  this 
city  has  received  a leticr  from  Mr.  Clay,  which  con- 
cludes with  the  following  noble  allusion  to  bis  recent 
affliction: 

“My  life  has  been  full  of  domestic  affliction,  but  this 
last  is  one  of  the  severest  among  them.  I derive  some 
coiisulalioa  from  kuovvmg  that  lie  died  where  he  would 
have  chosen,  and  whore,  if  I must  lose  him,  1 should 
have  preferred;  on  the  battle  field,  in  the  service  uf  his 
country.”  ° 


S.  Schenck,  of  Auburn,’ N.  Yoik,  in  allusion  to  ihe 
Mexican  war,  say,-:  “bor  our  cuminun  couiitiv  1 do  re 
gret  the  issue  of  the  contest.  Had  it  been  otherwise, 
we  should  have  preserved  the  protective  policy  under 
which  we  had  made  such  rapid  and  encouraging  ad- 
vaiices;  the  march  of  improvement  in  our  rivers  and 
harbors  would  nut  have  been  arrested;  and,  above  all 
we  slioulu  Jiave  avoided  ihis  unnecessary  war  of  af^- 
gressioii  with  a neighbor  torn  ’o  pieces  by  internal  dm- 
sensions.  1 lie  bn  liant  achievements  and  the  glorious 
laurels  acquired  during  its  prosecuiiop,  graiilvi.i<r  as 
they  are  to  our  iiaiiunal  pride  and  chatacter,  can  nlver 
coiiipensale  fur  the  exceptionable  mariner  in  which  it 
was  begun,  the  brave  and  palriolic  lives  which  have 
been  sacrificed,  and  the  tearful  issues  which,  I tremble 
in  contemplaiiiig.  may  grow  out  of  its  lertniiiaiion.  But 
Ihaveiiolnowa  liearMo  dwell  on  this  painful  theme 
1 turn  fruiii  a wiih  hope  and  duiiful  submission  to  Him. 
whose  no  doubt  wise  but  inscrutable  dispensation  has 
permuted  this  awful  caluniity  to  visit  oiir  beloved  coun- 
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Col.  Clay  was  a man  of  great  nobleness  and  chiv- 
alry. To  an  impetuous  and  ardent  nature  were  uni- 
ted the  kindred  qualities  of  honor,  generosity  and 
truth.  For  every  object  of  his  affections  he  felt  an 
enthusiastic  devotion.  One  of  these  objects  was  his 
country;  he  served  her  with  the  alacrity' of  a devo- 
ted  heart,  and  when  he  died  in  her  defence,  there 
remained  not  behind  a braver  man,  or  a better  pa- 
triot. 

CAPTAIN  WILLIS. 

On  that  field,  also,  fell  Captain  William  T.  Wil- 
lis, at  the  head  of  a company  of  infantry  from  the 
county  of  Jessamine.  His  eulogy  may  be  best  ex- 
pressed in  a few  words  of  simple  narrative.  An  em- 
inent lawyer,  and  past  the  meridian  of  life,  his  po- 
sition and  age  might  have  exempted  him  from  the 
toils  of  war;  but  he  sought  no  exemption.  Three 
noble  boys  were  his  companions  to  the  field;  thej 
shared  his  penis,  followed  his  brave  example,  and 
happily  survive  to  bear  their  father’s  honors  and 
their  own.  Captain  Willis  was  ill  at  Monterey  when 

the  intelligence  came  of  the  Mexicans’  advance. 

He  rose  from  his  bed,  hastened  forward  to  the  army, 
and  gallantry  commanded  his  company  in  the  battle’ 
until  at  the  close  of  the  day  he  fell  with  McKee  and 
Clay,  in  the  last  terrible  onset.  This  was  patriotism 
indeed — this  was  an  act  to  reveal  ti  e governing 
motives  of  conduct.  Oft  times,  in  human  life,  some 
signal  achievement  performed  at  its  close,  reflects 
its  character  on  the  past,  and  discloses  the  true 
temper  of  the  heart.  Let  all  men  judge  William 
T.  Willis  in  the  light  of  these  truths — that  he  loved 
his  country,  and  freely  died  in  her  cause. 

EDWARD  M VAUGHN. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  one  whose  courage  and  fate 
excite  mingled  emotions  of  pride  and  sadness, — 
Edward  M.  Vaughn,  adjutant  of  the  Kentucky  cav- 
alry, fell  at  Buena  Vista  at  the  close  of  a successful 
charge.  His  early  death,  though  crowned  with  hon- 
or, quenched  high  hopes  and  ended  a bright  career. 
He  was  young,  but  had  known  adversity  and  borne 
It  well.  His  soul  panted  for  distinction,  and  he 
purposed  to  achieve  it.  Solitary,  but  sell  relying, 
his  noble  resolution  depended  alone  on  its  own 
strength.  Having  mastered  the  past,  he  looked  with 
confidence  to  the  future.  No  borrowed  light  shone 
on  his  path — no  avenue  to  fame  was  opened  before 
him  by  power,  patronage  or  wealth.  When  the  mo 
ment  ol  departure  came,  he  took  by  the  hand  his 
trusted  friends — embraced  his  venerable  parents,  far 
descending  in  the  vale  of  years — and  then  all  cere- 
monies of  separation  were  over.  The  public  ear 
was  filled  wiih  other  names;  yet  he  was  followed 
by  true  hearts  that  felt  he  would  return  with  honor, 
or  return  not  all.  When  the  day  of  trial  came,  his 
gallant  spirit  responded  to  the  call  of  duty;  his  cho- 
sen place  was  in  advance,  “on  the  perilous  edge  ol 
battle,”  and  there  he  fell,  pierced  with  four  and 
twenty  wounds. 

Thus  perished  young  Vaughn,  in  the  morning  of 
life — a man  gifted  with  noble  and  lovely  qualities. 
His  heart  was  full  of  tenderness  and  honor.  His 
whole  being  was  instinct  with  elevated  senliiiienls. 
Among  his  associates,  he  stood  conspicuous  in  the 
chivalry  of  his  nature.  In  a great  cause  he  would 
have  dared  whatever  man  might  accomplish;  for  n is 
country  he  would  have  encountered  certain  doslruc- 
tion;  with  Roman  devotion,  he  would  have  held  the 
bridge  against  a host,  or  leaped  into  the  j awning 
gulf. 

Beside  the  bodies  of  the  officers  lie  those  of  the 
private  soldiers.  I’he  spirit  of  our  people  is  illus- 
trated in  the  equal  tribute  paid  to  the  nieniories  of 
all  these  patriots.  The  distinctions  of  rank  exist 
no  longer.  Upon  them  all,  death  bad  set  the  seal  ol 
equality.  The  limit  of  devotion  was  reached  in  a 
common  death  for  a common  country.  '1  hey  own- 
ed the  same  allegiance — shared  the  same  penis — 
fell  on  the  sanie  held.  It  is  most  meet  they  should 
together  find  soldiers’  graves.  The  names  of  these 
brave  men  were  W,  W.  Batles,  Wm.  I'hwaits 
N.  Ramev,  Thomas  Wkigert,  Alex.  G.  Morgan, 
C.  Jones,  H.  Carty,  T.  McH.  Dozier,  H.  Trot 
TER,  C.  B.  Thomtson,  and  W.  T.  Green;  let  Uiem 
be  remembeieJ  and  recorded.  Theirs  was  no  re 
luctanl  service,  but  the  free  gift  of  citizens  who 
felt  that  the  pull  e honcr  was  their  own.  Some  ol 
them  had  filled  other  stations,  and  were  qualified  to 
command  where  they  obeyed.  Others  were  mere 
boys,  transferred  from  the  tenderness  of  home  to 
the  terrors  of  the  battle  field,  and  well  they  illustra- 
ted amidst  its  trying  scenes  the  native  heroism  el 
their  blood. 

Such  were  the  characters  of  these  soldiers — such 
their  actions.  For  ihe  rest,  theirs  was  a happy  fate; 
to  all  concerned  belongs  cungralulatiuii  ratlier  than 
sympathy.  Are  there  here  any  relatives  or  friends 
wlio  niuuni  for  these  dead,  and  in  the  bitterness  ol 
tlieir  grief  reluse  to  be  comlorted.'’  If  there  be,  let 
them  consider  the  vicissitudes,  the  temptations,  the 


sorrows  of  human  life — and  then  rejoice  that  these 
were  spared  to  the  signal  glory  of  such  an  end — that 
they  escaped  death  in  every  other  form,  to  meet  it 
at  a lime  and  in  a manner  to  fix  their  fame  forever, 
and  leave  their  names  a precious  legacy  to  the 
whole  country. 

The  fate  of  Powell  and  Maxey  may  indeed  ex- 
cite emotions  of  sadness.  It  was  not  their  fortune 
to  reach  Ihe  field,  where  honors  might  be  won. — 
Struck  down  by  disease,  they  perished  ere  they  had 
atiained  the  mark  of  their  honorable  ambition,  but 
they  died  on  the  path  that  led  to  glory,  and  that  path 
they  trod  at  the  call  of  their  country.  Thereffire, 
with  equal  gratitude,  let  them  be  interred  beside 
their  more  fortunate  comrades. 

Amidst  the  recollections  of  that  day,  much  must 
remain  unsaid;  yet  one  character  commands  the  es- 
pecial tribute  of  our  praise;  for  who  can  image  that 
battle  to  himself,  and  not  pause  to  view  the  greatest 
figure  iti  the  scene.?  The  spontaneous  feeling  of  this 
people  is  to  honor  Zachary  Taylor,  the  man,  in 
whom,  to  the  courage  of  the  hero  is  united  the  heart 
of  the  philanthropist.  The  blaze  of  military  glory 
cannot  obscure  the  greater  lustre  of  his  moral  quali- 
ties. Ill  the  storm  of  battle,  behold  him,  stern,  im- 
movable, sel.r-poised;  but  when  the  carnage  is  over, 
and  to  the  excitement  of  strife  succeed  the  wants 
and  suffering  of  the  soldier,  see  the  noble  exhibition 
of  tenderness,  compassion,  humanity,  to  friend  and 
foe;  these  things  more  adorn  him  than  all  the  honors 
of  the  battle  field.  Four  limes  has  it  been  his  pecu- 
liar fate  to  be  lost  to  the  sight,  and  almost  to  the 
hopes  of  his  countrymen,  and  as  often  has  he  emerg- 
ed from  apprehended  disaster,  covered  with  glory. 
Hence,  his  name  has  sunk  into  the  hearts  of  the 
people;  it  has  become  a household  word  with  every 
class,  from  the  summit  of  society  to  its  lowest  foun- 
dations. Amidst  these  great  events,  how  striking 
does  he  appear  in  hia  grand  simplicity,  a model  of 
true  greatness,  without  ostentation.  The  simple 
narrative  of  his  deeds  will  be  his  eulogy. 

For  all  Ihe  dead,  the  limit  of  eulogy  is  to  say  they 
were  present  at  Buena  Vista,  and  performed  their 
duty.  The  contemplation  of  that  great  engagement 
fills  the  mind  with  wonder.  The  resolution  to  meet 
Ihe  enemy  there,  presents  an  example  of  moral 
grandeur  without  a parallel.  General  Taylor,  being 
at  the  head  of  less  than  five  thousand  men,  learned 
that  the  Mexican  army  was  advancing  in  force  of 
over  twenty  thousand.  Well  do  we  remember  the 
gloomy  apprehensions  that  pervaded  the  Union,  as 
ru.mors  came  thick  and  fast  of  the  situation  of  our 
iroops,  and  the  numbers  of  the  foe;  the  best  hope 
was,  tiiat  after  a toilsome  and  bloody  retreat,  the  ex- 
hausted remnant  of  our  army  might  lie  panting  be- 
hind the  fortifications  of  Monterey.  Gen’i  Taylor 
resolved  to  give  battle;  his  purpose  taken,  he  chose 
his  position  and  calmly  awaited  the'approach  of  the 
enemy.  The  odds  were  fearful,  but  nothing  was 
desperate  to  the  hero  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca,  and  Mon- 
terey. On  the  J22d  of  Februaiy,  (an  auspicious  day 
to  the  Americans,)  the  long  linos  of  the  Mexican 
army  were  seen  advancing  up  the  beautiful  vale 
from  which  the  field  derives  its  name.  They  came, 
confident,  exulting,  and  already  in  imagination  driv- 
ing before  them  the  handful  of  their  enemies.  At 
Buena  Visla.the  American  army,  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle,  VI  as  prepared  to  receive  them.  The  Mex- 
ican chief,  paused  before  that  firm  array,  as  doubt- 
ing the  reality  of  the  purpose  it  indicated.  An  inde- 
cisive skirmish,  proved  the  temper  of  our  troops, 
and  their  resolve  to  greet  him  with  bloody  welcome. 
The  valley  vi  as  narrow,  a range  of  mountains  rose 
on  eilher  hand — the  action  must  needs  be  face  to 
face.  The  remainder  of  the  far  spent  day  sufliced 
not  for  the  great  struggle!  each  army  slept  in  posi- 
ilon  on  tlie  field,  and  on  the  morning  of  ihe  23d,  the 
lerribie  conflict  began.  Willi  impetuous  valor  the 
vast  columns  of  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  onset; 
every  element  of  war  performed  its  dreadful  part — 
Ihe  blaze  of  musketry  flashed  over  the  field — the 
lance  and  bayonet  did  their  work — the  earth  shook 
beneath  the  rush  of  cavalry — the  mountains  trembled 
to  tlie  roar  of  artillery.  The  shock  was  met  by  spi- 
rits worthy  to  hold  the  honor  of  their  country. — 
Upon  the  right,  the  left,  the  centre,  the  conflict  rag- 
ed with  unabated  fury.  The  field  was  narrow,  yet 
too  large  for  its  few  defenders.  From  point  to  point 
they  rushed  with  ardor,  wherever  danger  threatened 
most. 

“From  rank  to  rank  their  volleyed  thunder  flew,” 

and  celerity,  constancy  and  courage  atoned  for  want 
of  numbers:  yet  the  combat  deepens;  can  human 
valor,  strength  and  skill  combined,  longer  sustain 
the  unequal  contest — must  not  the  brave  perish, — 
must  not  our  flag  go  down.?  not  on  that  field — not 
uefore  that  foe:  lor  see! — Uie  freshening  breeze 
ihruws  aside  the  shroud  of  battle — and  behold  ! that 
spartan  baud  with  unbrokeu  ranks,  press  back  the 


routed  masses  of  the  foe — their  standards  full  high 
advancing,  and  the  voice  of  victory  on  their  lips. — 
Again  and  again  followed  the  charge,  the  struggle, 
the  repulse;  as  rooted  to  their  position  as  the  eter- 
nal hills  around  them,  the  diminished,  exhausted, 
but  unconquered  few,  from  sun  to  sun,  sustained  the 
ceaseless  shock,  and  fought  as  if  conscious  that  the 
genius  of  their  country,  hovered  over  the  scene,  and 
pierced  with  anxious  eyes  the  cloud  of  battle,  to 
discern  the  bearing  of  her  children  there.  The 
strife  is  ended— -the  day  is  won — the  American  army 
is  victor  of  the  w'ondrous  field!  Honored — thrice 
honored  be  the  living  and  the  dead.  To  the  memo- 
ry of  the  fallen,  we  render  the  last  honors  due  to 
exalted  services;  to  the  survivors  we  pay  the  willing 
tribute  of  admiration  and  gratitude. 

The  mind  in  vain  attempts  to  think  of  that  battle 
as  an  event  of  this  generation;  it  grows  on  the  im- 
agination as  some  grand  dream,  or  tale  of  conflict 
fought  in  the  heroic  ages,  and  transmitted  by  tradi- 
tion. Far  from  their  country,  their  communications 
cut  off,  encompassed  by  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a relentless  foe — our  little 
army  stood  like  the  ten  thousand  Greeks  in  the 
midst  of  the  Persian  empire,  the  history  of  whose 
retreat  is  classic  story.  That  was  retreat — this  was 
victory. 

In  the  deeds  of  her  sons,  our  country  possesses  a 
precious  inheritance  of  glory.  To  illustrate  their 
devotion,  and  her  own  renown,  she  may  point  to 
Trenton,  Saratoga,  and  Yorktovvn;  to  the  Thames, 
with  its  memorable  charge — to  the  vain  valor  of  her 
sons  at  the  Raisin — to  the  invaluable  victory  of  New 
Orleans;  these,  with  many  others,  form  a galaxy, 
whose  splendor  is  not  obscured  by  a comparison  with 
the  achievements  of  any  other  people.  Conspicuous 
in  the  cluster,  shines  the  great  light  of  Buena  Vista. 
Here,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  a body  of  unprac- 
tised citizen  soldiers  defeated,  on  an  open  field,  four 
times  their  number  of  veteran  troops.  The  mind 
pauses  before  this  great  achievement,  and  seeks  the 
cause.  The  arms  were  equal — the  battle  face  to 
face.  None  of  the  accidents  that  sometimes  decide 
the  fate  of  fields,  governed  the  result;  it  must  be  re- 
ferred to  the  character  of  the  troops — and  their  cha- 
racter, to  the  spirit  of  their  government.  America 
contains  an  army  of  three  millions  of  men,  ever 
ready  for  their  country’s  service.  Every  soldier  is 
a citizen, — every  citizen,  if  need  be,  is  a soldier. — 
Political  and  social  equality,  and  the  great  principle 
of  popular  supremacy,  foster  a spirit  of  personal  in- 
dependence and  honor.  Each  citizen  is  a part  of 
the  slate;  his  voice  is  heard  in  her  councils,  his  in- 
fluence is  fell  in  all  her  acts.  The  general  welfare 
is  his  owa;  the  public  glory  is  his  glory — the  public 
shame,  his  shame.  In  battle  he  rai.ses  a freeman’s 
arm,  and  strikes  to  execute  his  own  will;  then,  more 
glorious  (ban  all  the  honors  of  the  field,  he  converts 
the  sword  into  the  ploughshare,  and  in  peace  guides 
that  country  whose  interests  and  lionor  he  asserted 
in  war. 

Such  armies  are  irresistible — such  citizens  give 
prosperity  and  renown  to  the  republic.  Thus,  the 
national  history  is  illustrated  by  the  noblest  monu- 
ments. For  more  than  half  a century  it  has  pre- 
sented to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  a happy  people 
— their  light  a beacon  to  all  who  would  be  free — 
their  path  marked  by  beneficence — their  chanty  en- 
closing nations  in  its  large  embrace.  It  is  ihe  fervent 
prayer  of  every  patriot,  that  this  great  career  be 
not  closed  in  darkness  and  dishonor,  but  that  our  be- 
loved country  may  fulfil  some  destiny  not  unworthy 
of  the  past. 

To  these  solemn  ceremonies  belong  a two-fold 
motive.  While  they  honor  the  dead,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  obligations  of  gratitude,  they  teach  the 
living  that  tills  people  will  preserve  the  memory  of 
heroic  deeds,  'i'he  nation  Unit  rewards  the  devo- 
tion of  her  sons  will  never  want  defenders.  To 
the  patriot,  no  consolation  can  be  more  precious 
than  the  assurance  that  be  will  be  remembered  by 
his  country.  On  Ihe  bloody  field  it  nerves  his  arm, 
and  at  Ine  moment  of  dissolution  soothes  his  parting 
spirit. 

“Come  to  the  bridal  chamber,  Death! 

Come  to  the  mother  when  she  feels 
Fur  the  first  time  her  first  born’s  breath; 

Come  in  consumption’s  ghostly  form, 

The  earthquake  shock,  the  ocean  storm. 

Come  u lien  the  heart  beats  high  and  warm 
With  banquet  sung,  and  dance,  and  wine 
And  thou  art  terrible.  * * 

But  to  the  hero,  when  hia  sword 
Has  won  the  bailie  lor  tlie  free, 

Thy  voice  .sounds  like  a prophet’s  word. 

And  in  its  hollow  tones  are  lieard 
'I’he  thanks  of  millions  yet  to  be.” 

We  will  bury  our  dead  in  that  beautiful  cemetery 
overioiking  the  river  of  the  stale,  and  in  view  of  the 
capital.  The  voice  of  their  great  example  will  in  . 
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struct  tlie  public  servants,  and  quell  the  tumults  of 
faction.  Discord,  eie  she  tears  the  vitals  of  the 
state  will  pause,  rebuUeil  by  the  silent  eloquence  ol 
the  place.  In  times  of  public  peiil,  the  ashes  ol 
these  dead  will  better  serve  their  country  than  a 
thousand  bayonets.  In  the  extremity  of  the  com- 
monwealth, though  alt  else  should  be  lost,  the 
worth  and  patriotism  of  the  state  will  rally  to  the 
great  memories  that  cluster  there,  as  around  house- 
hold gods  and  draw  from  them  inspiration  to  redeem 
her. 

The  field  whereon  ottr  heroes  fell,  will  remain 
their  monument  forever.  Another  is  their.s,  erected 
in  iha  hearts  of  their  countrymen.  To  mark  the 
consecrated  spot  where  their  remains  repose,  the 
state  will  set  up  a column  to  their  memory,  and  in- 
scribe on  it  the  narrative  of  their  actiotis.  When, 
hereafter,  Kentuckians,  as  they  muse  amidst  these 
memorials  of  the  dead,  shall  look  upon  that  column, 
pointing  heavenward,  and  read  the  inscription  on  it, 
and  remember  the  sacred  dust  beneath  it,  tliey  will 
elevate  their  hearts  in  gratitude  to  Almighty  God 
that  he  gave  the  commonwealth  such  children,  and 
turn  from  the  sad  but  glorious  spot,  purer  men  and 
belter  citizens. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  then  addressed  the  assem- 
blage, after  which  General  Leslie  Combs  oflered  a 
preamble  and  resolutions,  recommending  to  the  next 
legislature  of  the  state,  to  make  a suitable  but  libe- 
ral appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a monument 
over  the  remains  of  all  tlie  officers  and  soldiers  who 
may  be  buried  in  the  state  grounds  of  the  Frankfort 
Cemetery.  The  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  unanimously. 

Testimonies  of  respect  were  evinced  at  every 
place  at  which  the  remains  of  the  deceased  were 
for  a moment  deposited  on  their  route  from  the 
field  where  they  fell.  At  New  Orleans  the  cere- 
mony was  very  impressive.  The  remains  were  re- 
ceived at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  91st  ultimo, 
by  the  military  companies  and  citizens,  with  every 
demonstration  of  public  esteem  and  honor.  Business 
was  entirely  suspended,  and  all  tlie  stores  closed 
along  the  streets  through  which  the  funeral  proces- 
sion moved. 


CAPTAItr  LINCOLN. 

The  funeral  obsequies  of  this  brave  young  officer, 
drilled  at  Buena  Vista,  were  performed  on  Thursday. 
The  remains  were  escorted  from  Boston  to  Worces- 
ter, the  residcuce  of  bis  father,  by  a largo  military 
guaid,  and  the  interment  took  place  in  the  afternoon. 
The  occasion  called  out  a large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple, and  the  procession  was  unusually  large.  The  rich 
black  walnut  coflin,  covered  with  a pall  over  which 
the  American  ensign  was  thrown  in  graceful  fold, 
rested  upon  the  funeral  car,  which  was  hung  in 
black,  and  drawn  by  four  white  horses,  each  cover- 
ed with  a black  pall  and  led  by  a soldier.  The  bear- 
ers, six  in  number,  were  officers  of  the  army,  of  the 
same  rank  with  the  deceased,  and  marched  three  on 
each  side  of  the  car,  accompanied  by  the  customary 
attendants.  Upon  the  coffin  were  laid  two  swords, 
the  arms  of  the  deceased— one  of  them  bearing  the 
sword  which  he  used  at  tiie  battle  of  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Buena  Vista,  &c.;  and  the  other  one  which 
was  presented  to  him  a few  months  since  by  the  ci- 
tizens of  Worcester.  Beside  them,  were  his  cap, 
plume,  and  belt;  and  upon  the  breast  of  the  coffin,  a 
plain  but  rich  silver  plate,  with  this  inscription; 

“GEORGE  LINCOLN, 

Capt.  8lh  reg’t  inft’y  U.  S.  A. 

FELL  at  Buena  Vista,  Mexico,  Feb.  23,  1847. 

Aged  29  years.” 

Next  came  the  while  charger  rode  by  Captain 
Lincoln,  and  from  which  he  fell  at  Buena  Vista.  He 
was  led  by  a corporal  of  the  United  States  army, 
and  was  covered  with  a black  pall  decorated  with 
white  carpet  trimmings,  and  wore  the  saddle  and 
bolsters  containing  the  pistols  of  the  deceased  own- 
er. Over  the  sides  of  the  saddle  were  suspended 
his  long  rqilitary  boots,  spurred  as  if  for  battle. 

Haven  Register. 
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The  report  of  the  com mittce  on  resolutions  was 
made  on  the  Gth  ull.  by  their  chaiiinan, 

J.  C.  Spencer,  of  New  York.  (See  page  3G5.) 

He  accompanied  the  repoil  with  some  observa- 
tions, ol  which,  as  well  as  of  the  subsequent  speech- 
es, very  imperfect  sketches  have  as  yet  been  pub- 
lished. 

As  fortifying  the  first  resolution  declaring  that 
the  revenues  derived  from  commerce  were  given  to 
the  general  government  with  the  intention  that  they 
should  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  common 
interest,  Mr.  S.  quoted  from  the  debates  in  the 
conyciitiun  that  fraineil  the  constitution,  the  woids 


of  Gov.  Morris,  asserting  that  the  object  was  to 
prevent  quarrels  among  the  slates — to  unite  the  re- 
venues of  the  whole  Union,  at  a lime  of  necessity 
against  foreign  aggression — and  to  prevent  ihe  tax- 
ation of  the  west  by  the  Atlantic  states,  and  to  en- 
courage the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  answer  to  Gov.  Morris,  George  Clymer  repli- 
ed that  encouragement  of  the  west  was  suicide  on 
the  part  of  the  old  states.  Doubtless  Mr.  Clymer 
was  honest  in  his  belief,  and  he  pressed  this  as  a 
reason  wliy  it  should  not  be  given  to  the  general 
government,  but  retained  by  the  old  states  to  give 
them  power  over  the  new. 

Mr.  S.  thanked  God  that  these  views  did  not  pre- 
vail— our  fathers  had  loo  much  wisdom  and  foresight 
to  adopt  such  a policy.  Mr.  Morris’  resolutions 
were  passed  almost  unanimously. 

He  had  selected  this  particular  incident  from  a 
debate  full  of  incident  because  it  was  so  direct  in 
its  present  application. 

Mr.  S.  gave  evidence  of  the  recognition  by  go- 
vernment of  these  principles.  He  would  give  the 
words  of  a venerable  sage,  who  has  but  just  depart- 
ed from  among  us,  and  vvho,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  errors  of  his  head,  was  always  right  at 
heart.  He  meant  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson.  In  his 
return  of  the  bill  for  the  Maysville  turnpike,  he 
says:  “Individual  influence  should  always  yield  on 
doubtful  points  to  the  general  welfare,”  &c. 

The  resolutions  further  slate  that  by  a series  of 
acts,  sanctioned  by  the  people,  and  by  every  de- 
partment of  the  federal  government,  &e.,  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
people,  and  this  understanding  is  as  much  a part  of 
that  instrument,  as  any  one  of  its  most  explicit  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Spencer  proceeded  in  an  eloquent  and  able 
manner  to  produce  to  the  convention  a mass  of  evii 
dence,  confirmatory  of  this  portion.  He  again  quot- 
ed from  Gen.  Jackson.  He  showed  that  the  [iiactice 
of  defraying  expenses  out  of  the  United  Stales  trea- 
sury for  the  erection  of  light  houses,  to  render  har- 
bors safe,  &e.,  was  coeval  with  the  construction  of 
the  constitution. 

The  great  question  upon  which  we  are  consulting, 
and  (or  which  we  have  met,  is:  to  what  objects  and 
purposes,  and  for  what  kind  of  improvement,  can 
the  general  government  lend  its  co-operation  and 
aid. 

It  is  upon  this  question  that  we  are  divided,  and 
from  want  of  a nice  discrimination  between  what 
should  be  asked,  and  what  should  be  given,  some  of 
us  have  confounded  terms  and  words,  and  it  is  upon 
these  we  are  at  issue,  more  than  upon  things.  Your 
committee  have  endeavored  to  place  us  all  upon 
common  grounds;  on  which  our  united  and  unani- 
mous voices  can  go  forth  over  (he  land,  through  its 
whole  extent,  and  with  unimpaired  influence.  'I'here 
is  not  in  these  resolutions  one  solitary  word  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  your 
committee  claim,  at  least,  that  they  have  not  gone 
beyond  that  instrument. 

Another  position  presented  by  your  committee  is, 
that  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  has  itself 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  your  lakes,  that  it  has 
power  under  the  constitution  to  build  light  houses 
and  prepare  harbors  for  shelter.  It  extends  its  ju- 
risdiction over  the  lakes  for  purposes  of  revenue. — 
This,  it  was  true,  did  not  come  under  the  clause  to 
regulate  commerce,  but  they  require  all  your  vessels, 
steamboats,  &o.,  to  be  periodically  examined.  It 
cannot  be  shown  from  whence  this  power  comes,  if 
it  be  not  under  the  provisions  to  regulate  commerce. 
Government  having  taken  this  power — justly  and 
properly  taken  it — shall  it  now  stop  short,  and  say  it 
has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,— under  those  cir- 
cumstances can  it  deny  that  it  exercises  its  power  as 
exigencies  direct,  and  prudence  requires.^ 

Government  also  claims  authority  on  these  lakes 
in  the  construction  of  navies,  and  harbors,  in  the 
event  of  a war  between  us  and  Great  Britain. 

Is  it  not  clear  that  the  general  government  has 
power  under  the  clause  of  the  constitution  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  and  was  not  his  (Mr.  Spen- 
cer’s) assertion  at  the  commencement  of  his  remarks, 
that  they  were  confounded  upon  terms  and  words, 
rather  than  difleriiig  about  things,  true? 

Was  there  one  in  this  vast  assemblage  who  ever 
heard  the  constitutional  power  of  goverumeiil  ques- 
tioned for  establishing  light  houses  along  the  lakes? 
There  was  not  one,  yet  he  defied  any  one  to  put  his 
linger  upon  any  authority  under  which  they  possess- 
ed this  power,  except  under  this  very  clause  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce. 

We  say  to  government,  you  have  taken  one  step, 
yes,  a dozen  steps,  and  you  have  no  right  to  ariest 
your  progress. 

In  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  northwest  upon  the 
general  government,  .Mr.  Spencer  read  from  a re- 
port of  the  gallant  Captain  Williams,  who  fell  at 


Monterey,  showing  that  there  was  no  safe  port  on 
Lake  Michigan,  from  Chicago,  iiiitil  vessels  reached 
the  straits  of  Mackinac;  that  the  mouths  of  rivers 
were  closed  by  bars,  and  that  there  was  more  dan- 
ger to  the  sailor  on  the  lakes  than  upon  the  ocean, 
on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the  shore. 

He  also  read  from  the  repoit  of  Col.  Abert,  chief 
of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  showing 
the  amount  of  exports  and  imports  of  the  lakes  in 
1845,  and  comparing  them  with  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  the  whole  country,  showing  an  immense 
preponderance  in  favor  of  the  lakes. 

Gentlemen  might  think  the  13th  resolution  use- 
less, that  is,  that  your  committee  are  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish the  difference  between  harbors  for  shelter 
and  harbors  for  commerce. 

Yet  that  eminent  statesman,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who, 
notwithstanding  his  intellectual  eccentricities,  is  one 
of  the  jewels  of  this  nation,  in  the  Memphis  report, 
allows  the  power  of  government  to  make  appropri- 
ations for  harbors  for  shelter,  but  not  for  harbors  for 
commerce. 

This  proposition  is  so  refined  and  abstract,  lliathe 
could  not  explain  it;  he  must  leave  that  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn. 'fhal  gentleman  was  a great  man,  hut  when 
he  suffered  his  speculative  faculties  to  overcome  his 
common  sense,  they  put  the  bit  in  his  mouth,  and 
ran  away  with  him. 

Mr.  Spencer  also  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands;  our  forefalliers  had  shed  their  blood  to 
gain  them,  and  we  claim  an  equal  share  in  their 
common  public  fund,  and  we  will  not  put  our  hands 
into  our  own  pockets  until  this  public  fund  is  ex- 
hausted. 

Mr.  Gardner,  of  Troy,  N.  York,  was  then  called 
for.  He  had  but  a few  observations  to  make.  He 
expressed  the  entire  concordance  of  his  own  views 
with  those  expressed  in  the  resolutions,  and  dwelt 
very  ably  and  eloquently  upon  the  true  definition  of 
the  term,  iKiliona/'ily.  He  stated  that  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  was  now  be- 
tween $600,000,000  and  $700,000,000,  while  our 
foreign  trade,  buth  exports  and  imports,  amounts  to 
only  $230,000,000  He  asked  if  an  interest  so  vast 
as  this  VI  as  not  a national  interest,  what  is  nalional- 
itj? 

Mr.  Gardiner  described  the  immense  circle  of 
interior  trade,  sweeping  from  the  east  to  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  around  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
waters  of  the  north,  and  asked  if  this  vast  interest 
had  not  the  stanip  of  nationality?  He  spoke  of  the 
time  when  future  generations — the  sons  of  those 
before  him — should  dwell  on  the  shores  of  the  far 
Pacific.  Would  they  not  then  wish  for  some  line  of 
intercommunication  stretching  from  one  shore  to 
another?  He  spoke  of  the  resolutions  as  precursors 
to  other  resolutions,  when  congress  should  be  sup- 
plicated to  establish  a railroad  I'rum  Chicago  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Field  congratulated  the  convention 
that  the  resolutions  would  bring  the  convention  upon 
comnion  ground.  He  had  little  fault  to  find  with 
them;  they  had  his  cordial  assent,  and  affirmed 
precisely  what  he  himself  affirmed  in  the  morning, 
that  the  sea  board  and  inland  waters  are  undei  the 
same  category  for  constitutional  action.  He  had, 
however,  a desire  to  oiler  an  amendment  to  the  5lh 
resolution,  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  last  clause, 
and  would  therefore  move  the  question  be  taken  upon 
the  resolutions  separately. 

Soma  conversation  look  place  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  question  should  be  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tions— 

Judge  Thomas  proposed  that  they  he  acted  upon 
serialiin. 

He  believed  that  when  they  were  road  ene  by  one, 
and  every  word  scanned,  there  would  be  no  dissen- 
ting voice.  They  embodied  general  principles,  and 
did  not  ini Ite  attack  by  specific  declaiatioiis.  He 
had  the  honor  of  being  placed  upon  that  committee, 
a majority  of  whom  were  politically  opposed  to  him, 
yet  all  their  action  had  been  courteous,  and  concilia- 
tory, and  III  a common  spirit  of  harmony  and  peace 
they  had  been  oflered. 

It  happened  that  in  one  of  the  resolutions,  the 
wotd  repudiate  was  used:  upon  his  suggesting  that 
some  oilier  word  had  better  be  used,  it  was  immedi- 
ately withdrawn,  and  no  such  word  appears  in  me 
resolutions. 

The  resolutions  wore  then  passed  seriatim,  and 
without  opposition  except  to  the  5lh,  which,  how- 
ever, was  unavailing,  and  the  whole  report  of  the 
commiUee  was  adopted  as  the  voice  of  me  conven- 
tion. 

O.ie  or  two  additional  resolutions  were  ihenaub- 
miUed  and  adopted. 

Mr.  RedfieU  desired  to  oiler  an  aniendincnt  to  one 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee.  It  was,  he  said, 
laid  on  the  table  in  the  language  ol  Gen.  Jackson. 
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The  assemblage  called  upon, 

Thomas  Butler  Kjno  of  Georgia,  for  a speech. 
That  gentleman  came  forward  in  answer  to  the  call. 
He  knew  it  was  not  for  anything  he  had  said,  as  com- 
ing from  him,  that  this  assemblage  wished  to  hear 
him  speak.  They  were  anxious  to  hear  what  were 
the  opinions  and  views  of  Ihe  free  and  independent 
citizens  of  Georgia,  who  have  sent  me  here  p meet 
you,  upon  the  questions  lor  whose  consideration  you 
are  gathered  together. 

He  came  as  no  party  man.  ^'here  was  a tune 
when  both  the  polil  ical  parlies  of  his  slate  were  op- 
posed to  internal  improvements.  But  that  time  had 
long  since  passed  by.  They  have  grown  more  intel- 
ligent, and  better  know  their  own  interest. 

As  he  was  on  his  way  hither  in  the  cars,  it  was 
whispered  around  him  that  there  was  a delegation 
in  the  cars  from  the  stale  of  Georgia  to  the  Chicago 
convention — and  he  overheard  the  inquiry,  “what 
the  devil  has  the  stale  of  Georgia  to  do  with  that 
convention.^”  (A  laugh.) 

He  would  reply  that  the  state  of  Georgia  was  one 
of  the  old  thirteen,  and  that  it  had  a great  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  all  its  bright  and  glorious  daugh- 
ters. 

It  would  seem  as  if  a prophetic  spirit  dwelt  in  the 
hearts  of  our  eminent  men  of  old,  in  relation  to  the 
luture  destinies  of  the  west. 

He  mentioned  the  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, secretary  of  the  treasury  in  1308,  for  improve- 
ment of  the  routes — from  the  Hudson  to  the  great 
lakes — from  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  to  the 
head  of  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  and  Irom  the  liead 
waters  of  the  Savannah  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Tennessee.  The  first  two  of  these  routes  have 
been  successfully  accomplished,  and  the  Iasi  w ill 
be  within  the  space  of  twelve  months. 

This  last  route  will  be  extended  by  railroad  to  Cin- 
cinnati, and  probably  to  St.  Louis.  We  like  our 
northern  brethren  excei  d ingly,  and  we  bid  them  God 
speed  in  all  their  enlei prizes,  but  we  ol  the  south 
desire  also  to  come  in  lor  our  share  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  these  great  interests,  and  we  in- 
tend to  ofler  you  a southern  outlet,  and  we  shall 
welcome  you  in  our  orange  groves,  when  the  snows 
of  winter  render  yourlioines  less  pleasant  than  ours. 

We  give  fair  warning  to  the  empire  stale  that  we 
intend  to  rival  her  in  bearing  o0  the  products  of  the 
west.  We  do  not  suy  she  should  enlarge  her  Erie 
canal.  'I  hal  is  left  lor  the  decision  of  her  own  wise 
men,  better  capable  of  judging  than  himself.  He 
only  gave  her  fair  warning.  The  south  is  wide 
awake.  But  there  will  be  no  necessary  rivalry 
among  the  diflerent  parts  of  the  Union  lor  your  ex- 
ports— all  the  railroads  and  canals  which  can  be  built 
will  not  afioid  outlets  sufficient  for  your  productions. 

We  too  have  our  harbors  and  rivers,  and  we  are 
anxious  that  yours  should  be  improved  for  we  cic.sire 
your  co-operai ion  to  secure  the  improvement  of  our 
own. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Union  that  you  should 
receive  these  appropriations  in  another  point  ol 
view.  In  our  next  contest  with  John  Bull— -and  a 
contest  mu.'^t  come  as  sure  as  this  great  world  rolls 
rourid,  the  theatre  ol  action  will  be  upon  these  in- 
land lakes— w hen  that  lure  comes  he  wanted  our 
harbors  ready  lor  our  navies,  be  disliked  haid  blows 
as  much  as  any  man,  but  il  he  had  got  lo  fijht,  he 
wanted  lo  be  able  to  strike  a little  harder  Itiaii  his 
enemy.  GovernineBl  wants  sate  haiboi's  on  these 
lakes  lor  naval  depots,  as  you  do  for  commerce. 

Mr.  King  remarked  that  as  long  as  he  held  a seat 
in  congress,  they  might  always  count  upon  his  vole 
for  the  harbor  and  river  interest.  Justice  has  been 
long  delayed,  and  he  wondered  not  that  the  west 
rose  to  demand  il.  Some  of  our  politicians  had  held 
lo  the  dogma,  “give  liberty,  and  you  give  anarchy.” 
lie  spurned  such  a doctrine  as  totally  unworthy  any 
lieeman  ot  this  country. 

He  was  pleased  with  the  distinction  drawn  by  the 
gentleman  Irom  Ohio  between  commerce  and  trade, 
but  he  must  say,  if  all  salt  water  navigation  was  en- 
titled to  the  name  of  commerce,  he  believed  these 
lakes  were  clearly  under  the  provisions,  lor  so  many 
cargoes  of  salt  had  been  sunk  in  them  that  water 
miglil  safely  be  given  lo  a chemist  to  be  analyzed. 

He  supposed  it  the  Pilgrims  had  first  come  up  the 
Mississippi  instead  of  lauding  at  PlymouUi  Rock, 
and  the  west  had  been  first  settled,  we  should  find 
this  ground  reversed,  and  lliat/i'es/r  water  navigalion 
would  be  under  the  provisions,  and  w e poor  Ailanlic 
Stales  should  be  now  demanding  the  same  that  you 
request. 

One  great  truth  has  been  asserted  here — that  when 
a cargo  leaves  any  part  of  the  west  for  a foreign 
port,  it  comes  under  the  head  ol  loreign  cominerce 
lioni  the  moment  it  is  embarked,  as  mueli  at  Chicago 
as  at  New  York. 

Delegates  had  assembled  to  scalier  old  puerile 


notions,  and  he  hoped  they  would  never  fail  to  assem- 
ble year  after  year,  until  their  great  objects  were 
accomplished. 

Even  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  his  Memphis  report,  says, 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  must  be  improved  at 
any  cost.  What  difference  is  there  in  this  respect 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Chicage..'’ 

.Mr.  King  spoke  at  length  on  the  subject  of  Public 
Lands.  He  wondered  not  that  the  west  on  this  sub- 
ject were  sensitive.  It  was  the  great  domain  on 
which  they  lived,  and  they  naturally  feel  that  it 
should  be  used  for  their  benefit.  He  had  voted  in 
congress,  and  would  again,  to  grant  to  the  slates  al- 
ternate sections  along  the  canals  and  railroads;  il 
would  serve  to  bind  them  together  still  more  closely. 
He  w'eiit  for  internal  improvements,  because  it  would 
bind  the  east  to  the  west — the  north  to  the  south. 

He  alluded  lo  the  great  railroad  to  the  Pacific. — 
Such  a line  of  communication  was  necessary  and 
expedient.  The  United  States  would  never  give 
up  Oregon,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we  had  a con- 
stiluliomil  way  pointed  out  to  us  to  accomplish  such 
vvoiks — pointed  out,  too,  by  the  most  thoroughgoing 
of  southern  abstractionists. 

Mr.  Calhoun  says  il  would  be  constitutional  to 
contract  beforehand  for  25  years  to  transport  mails 
on  great  public  lines. 

He  thanked  the  convention  for  its  attention  to  his 
discursive  remarks.  He  himself,  and  all  whom  he 
represented,  would  act  in  zealous  good  faith  with 
lliem  in  carrying  out  the  great  objects  of  the  con- 
vention. 

'I’he  convention  adjourned  to  9 o’clock  next  morn- 
ing. 

Wednesday  July  17ili.  The  convention  met,  and 
made  provisions  lor  the  publication  and  distribution 
of  their  proceedings.  Several  propositions  were  of- 
fered, but  were  laid  upon  the  table,  as  the  assembling 
to  day  as  was  understood  before  adjourning  last  even- 
ing, was  to  be  nearly  pro  forma,  and  numbers  of  the 
delegates  had  left.  The  president  announced  the 
following  named  gen'lemen  as  composing  the  com- 
mittee lo  gather  statistics  and  present  the  same  to 
the  consideration  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
Slates: 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Massachusetts — Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Mills. 

JVeiy  Hampshire. — James  Wilson,  John  Page. 

Mew  York. — John  C.  Spencer,  Samuel  B.  Riiggles. 

Kentucky. — James  T.  Morehead,  James  Guthrie. 

Indiana. — Jacob  G.  Sleight,  Zebulon  Baird. 

Missouri. — Thomas  Allen,  Joseph  M.  Converse. 

Rhode  Island. — Alexander  Duncan,  Zachariah  Al- 
len. 

Iowa. — Geo.  C.  Stone,  Wra,  Ewing. 

PennsTjlvania. — T.  J.  Bingham,  S.  C.  Johnson. 

Ohio. — James  Hall,  J.  L.  Weatherly. 

Connecticut. — Thos.  W.  Williams,  Philip  Ripley. 

ITiscoiisin.— Rufus  King,  W.  Woodman. 

Georgia. — 1 homas  Butler  King,  William  B.  Hud- 
son. 

Florida. — John.  G.  Camp. 

Michigan.—  Joseph  R.  Williams,  David  A.  Noble. 

Maine. — Charles  Jarvis,  Geo.  Evans. 

Illinois.— Jesse  B.  Thomas,  D^vid  J.  Baker. 

JYew  Jersey — Charles  King,  R.  L.Coll. 

Committee  on  printing — S.  Lisle  Smith,  Geo.  W. 
Dele,  Wm.  B.  Ogden. 

A gentleman  from  St.  Louis,  one  of  the  Missouri 
delegation,  offered  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of 
Chicago,  lor  the  liberal  hospitality  and  kindness 
with  which  the  members  of  the  convention  had  been 
received  and  entertained  by  them.  This  resolution, 
so  just  and  fitting  in  itself,  came  Irem  the  right  quar- 
ter; for  there  was  a contest  between  St,  Louis  and 
Chicago,  as  lo  which  place  should  be  appointed  for 
the  assembling  of  the  convention,  and  the  point  was 
gracefully  y ielded  by  St.  Louis.  The  merit  of  this 
act  VI  as  enhanced  lo  day,  by  the  promptness  of  the 
Missouri  delegation  to  lender  their  thanks,  and  those 
of  the  convention,  lo  the  citizens  of  Chicago.  The 
resolution  was  adopted  by  acclamation. 

ft  R.  Bates’  closixg  speech.  ftJr.  Bates  having 
yielded  the  chair  lempor-irily  to  Mr.  Butler  King, 
one  of  Uie  vice  presidents,  Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio, 
proposed  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  of  the 
Cuineiiiioii,  for  the  dignified  and  impartial  manner 
in  wliicli  be  liad  conducted  the  proceedings.  This 
was  seconded  on  all  hands.  T he  vote  was  taken,  and 
earned  with  a shout  that  made  the  welkin  ring — 
Alter  some  incidental  discussion  upon  dili'erent  jiro- 
posilions  made  and  withdrawn  or  overruled  (the 
president  having  resumed  the  chair),  a motion  for 
an  indefinite  atljuurnmeiil  was  made — before  pulling 
w liicb  Ibe  president  asked  leave  to  say  a few  words. 

He  began,  says  the  correspondent  of  the  Courier 
& Euquiier,  in  a low  , level  lone— speaking  with  an 


emotion  that  was  contagious — what  turned  out  to  be 
on  the  whole,  perhaps,  the  best  speech — appropriate, 
most  felicitous  in  its  illustrations — high  toned — high 
principled — earnest  manly  and  strong,  that  it  has 
been  my  fortune  to  listen  to.  I know  I do  not  exag- 
gerate the  merits  and  the  qualities  of  this  speech, 
for  though  1 might  mistrust  my  own  judgment,  I 
was  seated  near  men  habitually  cool,  cautious  and 
critical,  and  their  ad  uiralisn  repeatedly  and  audibly 
expressed,  was  not  less  than  mj  own.  I will  not 
attempt  lo  sketch  this  address,  which  1 am  told  last- 
ed nearly  an  hour,  but  which  when  ended,  seemed 
■all  too  short — nor  can  it  be  reported — for,  as  I heard 
an  experienced  reporter  say,  he  laid  down  his  pen 
for  a moment  to  listen  to  the  speaker,  and  never 
thought  of  resuming  it.  It  is  lost,  I fear  to  the  ge- 
neral eye,  and  understanding — for  it  was  an  extem- 
poraneous although  manifestly  not  an  unineditated 
speech.  The  outline  and  general  topics  of  it  might 
be  recalled  possibly;  but  the  admirable  and  beautiful 
imagery — the  glowing  yet  simple  eloquence — the 
earnestness,  not  of  words  only,  but  of  thoughts — the 
perfect  «nsem&fe,  cannot  be  made  to  live  again.  After 
the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  a number  of  de- 
legates from  different  quarters  got  together,  Mr. 
Corwin  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  John-C.  Spencer  acting 
as  secretary,  and  passed  a resolution  asking  Mr. 
Bates  to  prepare  and  furnish  a copy  of  bis  address, 
to  form  a part  of  the  Convention’s  proceedings.  It 
is  to  be  feared,  as  I have  already  said,  that  he  can- 
not; yet  with  the  help  of  such  notes  as  were  t-sken 
by  various  persons,  and  of  his  own  recollections,  it 
may  be  hoped  that  something  of  this  address  may  be 
may  be  secured  from  entire  forgetfulness. 

Mr.  Bates  spoke  in  a grave  tone — treating  the  oc- 
casion which  had  convened  such  a multitude  of  men 
from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  as  one  of  the  highest 
dignity  and  interest,  he  spoke  of  it  as  in  sound  sense 
a national  Congress,  and  as  constituting  the  largest 
delegated  assembly,  probably,  that  ever  met.  The 
topics  were  large  as  the  assembly,  and  it  behoved 
us  to  approach  llieir  consideration  almost  with  re- 
ligious awe; — as  of  a people  Heaven-directed  in  their 
infancy,  and  still  Heaven-sustained.  He  glanced  at 
his  own  experience  as  a pioneer  in  the  wilderness — 
and  at  the  changes  vv-hich  one  life,  not  very  long 
indeed,  but  now  somewbal  advanced,  had  witnessed 
in  tliegrowih  of  the  western  country.  Adverting  to 
a remark  in  Jefferson’s  notes  on  Virginia,  respecting 
the  JMUsissippi — that,  because  its  current  was  too 
rapid  to  be  surmounted  by  sails  or  by  oars,  il  could 
never  be  of  much  value  lo  the  country  it  drained, — 
Mr.  Bates  said  this  was  true  and  just  enough  when  it 
was  written — but  then  Fulton  had  not  Jived  to  apply 
the  steam  engine  to  navigation,  and  now  by  the  aid 
of  his  genius — that  power  given  by  God  to  man,  to 
enable  liim  to  subject  matter  to  the  empire  of  mind — 
we  overcome  lime  and  space  and  currents.  vVilhin 
his  experience,  Mr.  Bales  said,  a public  dinner  had 
been  given  in  St.  Louis,  to  an  individual  who  had 
performed  the  wondrous  feat  of  two  voyages  be- 
tween Si.  Louis  and  New  Orleans  in  one  month- 
now  the  trips  were  made  weekly.  Mr.  B.  looked 
upon  tl.e  imrodueiioti  ol  steam  at  ilie  lime  and  in  the 
m-dimer  in  and  at  which  il  was  nianilesled  in  this 
country,  as  a good  proof  that  this  nation  was  in  some 
sort  under  tlic  special  direction  of  God,  who,  in  his 
w isdom,  had  disciplined  by  tribulation,  and  fitted  for 
emigration  to  a pathless  wilderness,  our  first  ances- 
tors— and  who,  having  prepared  them  for  this  land 
of  piomise,  also  prepared  this  land  for  them,  gave  it 
to  them  for  their  inheritance,  and  in  his  due  time  rear- 
ed up  those  who  should  add  to  Us  atlractiveiiess  and 
value,  by  the  various  devices  of  human  ingenuity, 
steamhoals,  railroads,  canals.  'I'hese  it  was  that 
vivified  the  body  politic,  and  made  it  a living  body. 
It  was  liardly  laiicilul  to  say  that  of  this  body  the 
canals  w ere  the  arteries,  the  railroads  the  bones,  and 
now  the  wonderful  invention  of  Morse  had  supplied 
the  nervous  infiuence  and  agency,  and  thus  completed 
the  living  being.  2'he  ft  licily  and  novelty  at  once, 
of  this  last  illustration,  lock  the  whole  assembly  by 
storm,  and  the  electric  fluid  itself,  is  not  more  rapid 
on  its  wire  path  than  were  the  sympathetic  feeling 
between  the  speaker  and  the  audience  as  he  uttered 
this  fine  senlimcni.  Many  other  new  and  beautiful 
things  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the  speaker  as  spon- 
taneously almost  as  the  liquid  notes  irom  the  throat 
ol  the  song  bird.  Speaking  of  Chicago  and  St.  Louis, 
the  one  on  the  bright  blue  waters  of  Michigan,  the 
other  on  the  swift  and  muddy  waters  ol  the  Missis- 
sippi, he  said  there  was  no  antagonism  between  them 
any  more  than  there  was  between  the  lakes  and  the 
great  river:  they  were  one  in  interest,  and  almost  in 
lact;  at  any  rale,  said  he,  they  are  “twin  pearls 
on  the  satne  string,  priceless,  while  encircling  the 
neck  of  the  same  Goudess  ol  Inberty.”  Often  Mr. 
Bates  1!  anifested  a desire  to  bring  tiis  remarks  to  a 
close,  but  ibe  audience  insisted  on  his  proceeding, 
and  he  did  so  with,  if  (lossible,  increasing  energy 
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and  beauty  and  diction,  and  of  thought,  after  every 
pause. 

His  conclusion  was  solemn,  grave,  almost  affect- 
ing. He  adverted  to  the  iiiimense  multitude  then 
and  there  assembled,  not  for  any  temporary  weal,  or 
selfish  purpose — but  come  up  in  concert  to  consult 
about  a great  common  interest.  Here  from  all  parts  of 
the  extended  union  almost,  they  where  then  collected 
for  the  brat  time— never,  many  of  them,  probably,  to 
meet  again — and  honored  as  he  was  beyond  desert, 
and  far  beyond  his  expectations,  by  having  been 
called  to  preside  over  such  a meeting,  he  could  not 
exetcise  the  last  act  of  his  delegated  authority  with- 
out a sensation  almost  bordering  on  grief — nor  could 
he  pronounce  the  final  words  of  an  irrevocable  ad- 
journment without  tendering  to  all  there  assembled 
his  heartfelt  unfeigned  thanks,  his  assurance  of  deep 
and  earnest  interest  in  their  welfare.  When  Mr. 
Bates  sat  down— under  much  sensation— the  whole 
assembly  rose  spontaneously  and  gave  him  cheer 
after  cheer  with  a vehemence  and  earnestness  that 
left  no  doubt  of  its  sincerity. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  committee  op  the  whole.  After  the  ad- 
journment of  the  great  convention,  on  motion,  the 
assemblage  resolved  itself  into  a “committee  of  the 
whole,”  Horace  Greely,of  New  York,  in  the  chair, 
Got.  Bebb,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Loomis,  of  Penn.  General 
Hubbel,  of  Wisconsin,  S.  Leslie  Smith,  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  Burliiigham,  of  Mass.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Mass,  and 
Horace  Greely  were  successively  called  upon  and 
addressed  ihe  u.eetiiig  on  general  subjects,  connected 
with  the  cause  which  brought  them  together. 

Some  ol  the  most  soul-slirring  speeches  that  have 
been  made  in  three  days  past  were  evoked  by  this 
occasion.  [C/iic«go  Cm.  jldv. 

Toward  Bates  of  Missouri.  JProiii  i/te  .National 
Intelligence'’.  An  esteemed  correspondent  in  Virgi- 
nia, in  pointing  out  to  us  a blunder  concerning  the 
Hon.  hir.  Bates,  which  has  already  been  corrected, 
gives  us  the  following  iuformatioii  of  his  parentage 
and  coni  eclions,  whicn  will,  we  dare  say,  be  accep- 
table to  many  of  our  readers. 

'Mr.  Bales  is  a son  of  the  late  Thomas  F.  Bales,  of 
Goochland  county,  Virginia,  who  was  a IVhig  of  ihe 
revolution,  a true  patriot,  ol  Quaker  descent,  but 
who  did  not  permit  his  sectarian  views  to  hold  him 
back  from  the  service  of  his  country  “in  times  that 
tried  men’s  souls,”  as  well  as  their  principles. 

His  brothers  have  all  been  men  of  distinction  and 
marked  talents,  as  he  is  himself.  He  is  a consin  of 
the  late  James  PJeasanIs,  and  is  extensively  con- 
nected with  some  of  the  most  respectable  families  in 
^at  legion  of  Virginia;  his  eldest  brother,  Charles 
Bates,  must  doubtless  still  be  remembered  by  the 
oldest  inhabitants  thereabouts  for  his  integrity  his 
legal  know  ledge,  and  soii.ething  of  eccentricity  of 
character,  especially  for  his  red  breeches,  the  inva- 
riable envelopemenis  of  his  nether  man. 

His  brother,  F rederick  Bates,  esq.  was  acting  go- 
vernor of  Missouri  during  the  absence  of  governor 
Clarke,  under  the  territorial  government  in  1819 
and  he  was  elected  the  second  or  third  governor  ol 
the  stale  ol  Missouri. 

Tne  hon.  James  W.  Bales,  another  brother,  was 
once  delegate  to  congress  Iroui  Aikansas,  and  af- 
terwards governor  ot  that  stale.  Fleming  Bates 
esq.  ol  Norinumberland  county,  Virginia,  a member 
ol  tne  late  V irginia  Convention,  was  another  brother. 

Ldward  Bates,  ol  Missouri,  emigrated  from  Vir- 
ginia to  jVlissouri,  I ihn.k,  in  1814:  he  studied  law 
there  under  Rulus  Easlon,  the  predecessor  of  the 
hon.  John  ycoU,  (v\ho  was  ihc  predecessoi'  oi'  Mr 
Batesj,  and  ever  since  he  was  called  to  the  Missouri 
bar  be  has  maintained,  (1  ihink  1 may  say),  among 
the  many  able  gentlemen  ol  the  profession  there,  the 
pobiiioii  ol  "pumus  inter  pares.” 

He  w as  an  active  mciuber  fiom  St  Louis  county 
lu  the  Convention  wliich  framed  tl.e  Constitution  ol 
Missouri  in  1820,  David  Barton  being  president  of  it. 
He  w as  the  first  allorney  general  ol  mat  Stale  under 
Governor  McNair;  ai.u,  as  alieady  staled,  he  re- 
presented that  Stale  in  Congress  in  the  years  1828 

“ kou  may,  peiliaps,”  says  our  correspondent,  “re- 1 
gard  these  parliculais  as  unimportant.  1 can  only 
reply  tl,al,  lo  the  heart  ol  the  liitnu  who  pens  them 
U IS  a labor  of  love  to  recall  even  thus  ihe  early 
friendship  ol  this  esliinable,  pious,  and  giUed  man 
And,  if  God  spuds  the  uhigs,  Messrs.  Lditois,  (as  i 
trust  and  Delieve  lie  will  ao),  you  may  find  peiliaps 
one  day  that  1 am  taking  noieol  a man  who  isdcslintd 
heieaaei  (as  he  ceilaiiily  desei  ves)  to  lake  high 
rank  among  ihc  slaltsmen  of  our  country,”  (j. 

We  can  hardly  regret  the  niisapprchension  of  a 
laragrayhin  tins  paper,  which  has  brought  us  the 
annexed  llraightloi ward,  manly  letter  Horn  our 


triend,  the  distinguished  senator  from  Maryland, 
Reverdt  Johnsoh 

He  asserts  ably  and  amply  the  power  of  congress 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  and  he 
utters  the  hope,  which  is,  in  our  judgment,  as  near 
certainty  as  any  future  event  can  be,  that  the  gal- 
lant and  hones*  Taylor  will  be  called  to  the  presi- 
dential chair,  and  put  an  and,  by  his  direct  dealing 
and  consummate  good  sense,  to  the  absurd  crotchets 
about  constitutional  readings  wliich  have  done  so 
much  injury  in  various  ways  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  y.  Courier. 

LETTER  FROM  SENATOR  REVERDT  JOHNSON- 

Baltimore,  20th  July,  18il. 

My  DEAR  sir:  In  your  article  of  yesterday’s  Cou- 
rier, headed  “Chicago  Convention,”  there  is  a para- 
graph admitling  perhaps  a meaning,  which  although 
I am  sure  you  did  not  intend,  I beg  permission  to  say 
a word  or  two  about,  in  my  own  justification. 

It  is,  when  in  assigning  your  reasons  for  moving 
that  Mr.  Corwin  should  be  the  president  of  the  con- 
vention, you  say,  that  “he  alone  of  so  many  senators 
invited  had  deemed  the  invitation  one  which  from 
sympathy  with  the  great  cause,  and  from  respect  to 
such  a convention,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  accept.” 

Now  sir,  I was  amongst  the  invited,  and  my  fear 
is  that  1 may  be  considered  to  have  been  indifferent 
to  the  great  object  which  calico  the  body  together, 
ft  was  to  be  sure  not  my  good  fortune  to  be  present, 
but  I was  alone  prevented  by  professional  engage- 
ments from  which  1 was  not  at  liberty  lo  escape.  If 
strong  sympathy  with  the  truly  great  cause,  and  sin- 
cere respect  for  such  a body,  could  have  induced  any 
senator  to  accept  his  invitation,  1 should  certainly 
have  accepted  mine.  There  lives  no  citizen  who 
feels  a more  solicitous  interest  in  the  internal  im- 
provements of  the  country  than  I do,  nor  one  who 
holds  a more  clear  and  decided  opinion  that  the 
constitution  of  the  Union,  contains  full  and  ample 
authority  to  promote  and  extend  them.  Nor  was 
there  one  who,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Folk’s  former 
veto,  and  of  his  subsequent  pocket  veto,  of  the  two 
last  harbor  bills,  felt  more  chagrined  and  mortified, 
not  less  for  the  character  of  our  people,  than  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  that  in  a misguided  and 
unguaided  moment,  there  should  have  been  eievaied 
to  the  presidency,  a citizen  who,  in  this  particular  at 
mast,  so  little  understands  our  true  interests  and  so 
feebly  comprehends  his conslilulional  duty. 

A constitution  which  gives  no  power  to  render  na- 
vigation safe,  or  to  extend  it,  by  improving  the  chan- 
nels through  which  it  may  be  pursued,  could  justly 
but  be  esteemed  a miserable aboriion — a constitution 
which  should  in  words,  limit  such  a power  to  the 
ocean  lo  salt  water  rivers — to  rivers  already  navi- 
gable, and  only,  so  far  as  navigable, — lo  the  exclu- 
sion of  our  great  inland  seas — our  unrivalled  fresh 
vvaler  rivers,  navigable,  or  easily  to  be  made  naviga- 
ble, would  be  upon  its  face,  wretched  and  superlative 
nonsense. 

A constitution  which  for  purposes  of  commerce 
would  give  the  authority  to  build  harbors  and  piers! 
locate  buoys,  construct  break-waters,  and  erect  light 
houses,  and  deny  that  of  deepening  rivers,  or  re- 
moving otslructions  in  them,  would  be  equa’lly  ridi- 
culous. 

The  convention  which  formed  our  constitution 
were  guilty  of  no  such  egregious  fallacy.  The  pow- 
er they  vested  in  congress  is  general  and  unlimited. 

J hey  are  authorized  “to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nationa  and  ainong  the  several  states.” 

Coramerce  among  the  several  states  and  commerce 
with  foreign  nations  is  entrusted  to  them  by  one  and 
the  same  terms,  and  under  one  and  the  same  power 

— THE  power  to  regulate. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  government  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  who  has  ever  doubled  that  under  this  au- 
Biority  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations. 
Congress  has  the  power  to  build  harbors,  piers 
breakwaters,  light  houses,  or  to  do  any  and  every 
thing  which  in  Uieir  judgment,  is  calculated  to  im- 
prove, secure,  and  protect  the  foreign  navigation  of 
Itie  country  and  yet,  although  the  object  is  the 

same,  the  necessily  is  the  same — even  greater the 

terms  are  the  same  and  the  power  is  the  same,  (they 
are  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  states.)  Congress 
are  usurper-,  wlien  they  undertake  by  the  same 
means,  to  improve,  secure,  and  protect  the  inland 
navigation  of  the  country.  Moreover,  when  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  it  is  remembered  from  the  cliaraetor 
and  extent  of  the  U.  Slates,  Uieir  vast  internal  seas 

tbeir  majestic  rivers — the  matchless  lertiliiy  ol 
country  by  which  these  are  surrounded  and  Uirou  'h 
which  they  run — tlie  unequalled  and  yet  growing 
emerprise  of  our  citizens,  and  their  unparalleled  in- 
crease, that  the  internal,  already  at  It-asl  three  times 
the  value  ql  llie  external  commerce  of  the  country, 
is  suie  to  increase  it  in  a much  greater  proportion — 
the  wonder  with  us  is,  that  there  has  not  been  one 
universal  burst  of  inOianatiou  Uiroughout  the  uiiire 


extent  of  the  land,  that  such  an  interest,  so  vast,  so 
momentous,  and  so  pervading,  should  be  left  wholly 
unprotected,  and  subjected  to  the  perils  and  the 
lo-ises  from  which  the  comparatively  valueless  fo- 
reign commerce  of  the  country  is  guarded,  and  that 
too  by  the  wholly  unjustifiable  and  tyrannous  act  of 
the  veto  power. 

It  is  no  objection,  to  the  existence  of  the  power, 
that  it  may  be  abused  What  power  vested  in  human 
hands  is  not  abused.’  If  the  possibility  of  abuse  is  lo 
erase  this  power  from  the  constitution,  what  power 
does  it  contain  which  can  stand? 

The  provision  to  establish  a uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization— uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies— to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads — to 
declare  war — to  raise  and  support  armies — to  pro- 
vide and  riiaintain  a navy — to  borrow  money — to 
levy  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
are  all  liable  to  be  abused,  and  some  of  them,  in  the 
judgment  of  many  good  citizens,  are  now  being 
greatly  abused.  But  are  they  on  that  account  never 
to  be  executed?  are  they,  therefore,  unconstitutional? 
The  implied  executive  power  to  remove  from  office, 
does  not  that  exist,  because  it  has,  in  modern  times, 
been  constantly  and  shamelessly  abused?  Has  the 
motto  of  the  political  proclamation,  Ihe  burning  dis- 
grace of  the  land,  that  “lo  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,”  now  become  the  motto  of  the  executive, 
constituting  in  itself  the  most  flagrant  of  all  abuses, 
and  deserving,  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Madison  in 
Ihe  purer  dajs  of  the  government,  impeachment 
and  conviction  as  a high  misdemeanor, — has  that 
motto  and  the  practice  under  it,  rendered  unconsti- 
luliona)  the  power  of  removal.  The  veto  power,  is 
not  that  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  it  nut  been  abused 
Has  its  exercise  in  the  case  of  the  harbor  bills  and 
the  French  spoliation  bills,  given  the  answer?  Has 
its  Ihreateiied  exercise  in  the  proposed  Irish  chanty 
bill  of  the  last  session,  a tiill  as  lionoiable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nation  as  it  was  invoked  by  the  dic- 
tates of  an  enlarged  and  humane  policy,  given  the 
answer?  The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  praclrcal  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  by  many  of  the  men  in 
authority,  is  to  deny  to  congress  powers  iiuimately 
associated  willi  the  true  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country,  and  vested  in  it  by  terms  of  clear  grant  or 
by  necessary  implication,  regardless  of  past  prece- 
dents, and  Ibo  highest  judicial,  legislative,  and  ex- 
ecutive authority,  and  lo  claim  for  the  executive  the 
most  extensive,  unnecessary,  and  dangerous  powers, 
often  upon  Ihe  sligiitest  pretence,  and  against  the 
opinions  of  the  founders  of  the  government.  In  a 
word,  the  constitution,  instead  of  being  fuirly  con- 
strued so  as  to  render  it  capable  of  accomplishing 
its  great  end  of  promoting  “the  general  welfare,”  is 
being  practically  administered,  as  if  its  sole  pur- 
pose was  to  increase  the  executive  power,  lo  the 
clisparagemant  of  the  legislative  and  judicial, — to 
convert  it  into  a government  of  a parly  instead  of  a 
nation — into  a mere  instrument  for  the  distribution 
of  the  public  revenue  of  the  country,  amongst  the 
public  officers  of  the  country , selected  upon  party 
grounds,  and  .'’or  party  purposes.  If  Ibis  downward 
and  destructive  tendency  is  not  arrested,  who  can 
tell  how  much  longer  in  spite  of  the  government, 
the  inherent  energy  and  virtue  of  the  mass  of  the 
people,  can  ensure  our  social  and  political  happi- 
ness. 

1 think  however,  and  I rejoice  in  being  able  to 
think,  that  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  we  shall 
have  restored  lo  us  the  constitution  as  it  was  admin- 
istered in  Its  origin.  If  the  signs  of  the  times  are 
lo  be  relied  on,  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people  are  again  awakened,  and  in  opposition  to  all 
mere  parly  tactics,  and  contrivances,  an  eminent  ci- 
tizen IS  about  to  be  called  to  preside  over  us,  whose 
fixed  and  steady  virtue — sound,  natural  sense,  and 
sterling  patriotism,  not  less  than  his  immortal 
achievements  on  the  battle  field,  prove  him  eminent- 
ly worthy  of  the  nation’s  confidence  and  the  nation’s 
honor. 

With  such  a man  at  our  head,  the  political  atmos- 
phere will  again  become  wholesome  and  pure — cor- 
ruption and  iiicompetency  in  public  officers  must 
cease — peace  and  an  honorable  peace  be  secured — • 
the  spirit  which  animated  Washington’s  administra- 
tion, will  be  seen  to  prevail — the  improvement  of 
the  country,  no  longer  arrested  by  executive  power, 
will  be  onward — and  our  progress  in  commerce,  in- 
land as  well  as  external,  among  the  stales,  as  well 
as  with  foreign  nations,  be  limited  only  by  the  resour- 
ces of  Ihe  country. 

Vvben  such  a codilion  of  tilings  shall  be  brought 
about,  the  nation  will  wonder  bow  they  could  so 
long  have  rested  under  the  afflictions  wiin  winch  im- 
becilily  and  iiicoinpelency  in  executive  rule  have 
bercioiore  cursed  n.  With  sincere  regard,  your 
friend  and  servant, 

REVERUY  JOHNSON. 
Charles  King,  Esq.,  New  Yoik. 
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WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


A posi.script  inserted  in  onr  Iasi  just  bel'ore  going  to 
press,  gave  in  substance  the  first  version  of  a telegrapbic 
despatch  from  Richmond,  Vu.,  of  recent  afifairs  in  Mex- 
ico, which,  when  the  mail  arrived,  was  ascertained  to  be 
erroneous  in  one  particular-  No  battle  had  taken  place 
between  Gen.  Pierce’s  division  and  the  guerrillas  prior 
to  the  return  of  that  officer  to  Vera  Cruz  f.ir  reinforce- 
nicnlP.  The  killed  tind  wounded  attributed  to  an  affair 
with  his  division,  were  the  numbers  killed  and  wound- 
ed in  the  affair  between  Col.  De  Russy  and  the  Mexi- 
cans, of  which  a.n  account  is  inserted  in  this  number. 

During  the  week  there  has  been  intense  anxiety  for 
fiirther  intelligence  from  the  scat  of  war,  and  especially 
as  to  the  turn  which  the  overtures  to  negotiate  for  peace 
would  take.  It  seemed  to  be  conceded  that  the  account 
of  the  Mexicans  having  appointed  commissioners  to 
meet  Mr.  I'rist,  was  entitled  to  little  credit.  Letters  from 
the  city  of  Mexico,  of  two  days  later  date  than  the  one 
on  which  the  tale  was  predicated,  make  no  allusion  what- 
ever to  such  a circumstance. 

In  this  state  of  anxiety,  contradictory  rumors  followed 
each  other  almost  every  hour.  Atone  time  we  had  it 
settled  to  a certainty  that  a treaty  would  be  made, — a 
few  hours  after  it  was  just  as  certain  that  our  proposals 
had  been  rejected.  One  had  it  that  Santa  Anna  was 
only  shamming  resistance  whilst  his  real  purpose  was  to 
finger  those  three  millions.  The  next  report  was  that  he 
had  met,  repulsed,  and  wounded  Gen.  Scott! 

IjATEtT.  The  prevaiung  rains  have  swelled  the  rivers 
of  the  south  so  as  to  interrupt  the  mails  from  N.  Orleans, 
in  consequence  ot  winch,  we  have  but  a very  disjointed 
account  uf  the  latest  intelligence  received  there  on  the 
30ih  July,  by  the  U.  S.  transport  steamer  M.rssachusetis.. 
which  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  23d.  Tlie  following  is  the 
substance  of  what  has  reached  us; 

No  intelligence  direct  from  the  city  of  .Mexico,  or  even 
from  Puebla,  traceable  to  any  authentic  source,  had 
reached  Vera  Cruz,  since  tiie  date  ul  our  last  advices.— 
All  was  in  a state  of  doubt  and  suspense. 

The  Vera  Cruz  Sol  de  Anahuac  of  the  22J,  endeavors 
to  account  for  tlie  did.iy  of  negotiations  on  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other  hand  admits  that  rumors  were  in  cir 
dilation  qnile  unfavorable  to  ihe  success  of  Mr.  Tri.sl’s 
mission.  Indeed,  from  letters  which  liad  come  to  hand 
from  Puebja,  it  was  certain  that  the  commission  had 
not  been  installed,  and  ‘‘consequently  that  the  hopes  of 
peace,  which  had  been  founded  thereon,  had  complete- 
ly vanished.’’ 

A Idler  dated  Mexico,  July  Gih,  gives  the  items  of 
the  Trist  proposals  which  were  said  to  have  leaked  out, 
and  wliich  were  so  favorable  that  great  rejoicings  vt'ere 
taking  place  at  Mexico.  The  letter  admits  how'evor  that 
the  three  commissioners  named  to  meet  Mr.  Trist,  were 
self  appointed.  It  was  probably  one  of  them  that  wrote 
the  letter. 

General  Scott  was  still  at  Puebla  when  last  heard  from. 
“Indicator,”  the  reliable  currespondoiit  of  the  N.  O. 
I'fOTe.i  writes  on  the  20tli,  “that  all  hopes  of  peace  are 
entierly  crushed,  and  that  General  Scott  was  to  march 
on  the  ciipilal  on  the  15th  instant.  Santa  Anna,  at  the 
head  of  a large  army,  supposed  to  be  22,000  strong,  in- 
tended to  give  him  battle  at  some  point  between  Puebla 
and  Me.xico.” 

Gen.  Pierce  had  again  left  witli  his  train.  During 
his  advance  as  firing  had  been  heard  along  the  road.  He 
must  have  met  with  some  obstacles.  His  force,  how- 
ever, was  sooverwhelniingly  strong — tliree  thousand  men 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  wagons.  'I’wo  hundred  men, 
wlio  set  forth  from  Veto  Cruz  afier  the  train  were  at- 
tacked a short  distance  from  Santa  Fe.  The  Mexicans 
had  a strong  force,  but  were  defeated. 

Burni-ng  of  Santa  Fe.— Lieut.  Fitzgerald  had  been 
sent  on  an  expedition  with  twenty-five  men.  Thojt  went 
to  Santa  Fe,  took  away  some  provisions  belonging  to 
the  aimy,  and  set  fire  to  the  town. 

The  VoMiTO,at  Ve  a Cruz,  still  claimed  its  victims— 
tliough  less  virulent  than  usual  at  this  season. 

Gov.  Wilson,  was  taken  alarmingly  ill  on  the  22d. 

From  Brazos  Santiago  we  learn  that  a train  of 
wagons  and  fifty  pack  mules,  having  dry  goods,  &c. 
to  the  value  of  p0,000  had  been  attacked  on  their 
route  from  Camargo  to  Monterey.  All  the  mules 
and  dry  goods  were  captured  and  carried  off. 

The  heirs  of  Koskiusco.  Washington  letters,  says 
the  Phil.  N.  American,  announced  that  the  Hon.  Re- 
verdy  Johnson  and  Major  Tochman  filed  a petition 
last  week  in  the  orphans  court  of  the  district  pray- 
ing that  further  proceedings  be  taken  upon  the  former 
petition  wltich  Major  T.  filed  in  that  court  in  Janu- 
ary last — and  that  Col.  George  Bomfurd,  administra- 
tor de  bonis  non  of  Koskiusco’s  estate,  be  ordered  to 
show  cause  why  he  should  not  distribute  the  fund  of 
the  estate  amongst  the  next  of  kin  of  Gen.  Koskiusco. 
The  prayer  was  granted,  and  the  parties  have  to  ap- 
pear on  the  gOlh  of  August  next.  The  estate  amounts 
to  about  or  over  $.5U,000,  of  which  five  or  sis  thou- 
sand are  in  stock,  the  residue  in  cash,  Estkos  and 
ISolkowskis,  the  grand  children  of  tw'O  sisters  of  Gen. 
Koskiusco,  are  the  only  distributees. 


CHRONICLE. 


The  markets.  Arrivals  from  Europe  bring  accounts 
of  another  decline  in  the  prices  of  hreadstuffs.  Canal 
flour  at  Liverpool  on  the  19th  July,  3Is.a31s.  6J.  Indian 
meal  29s.  \Vheat  10s.  2d.ul0s.  Ud.  Corn  3Js.a12s  per 
quarter. 

The  effect  of  this  news  was,  to  reduce  flour  at  New 
York  to  $5,50aS5.G2g,  and  wheat  in  proportion.  Corn 
6aa70  cents. 

The  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest  continued.  “If 
we  had  had  the  sun  in  one  hand  and  a watering  pot  in 
the  other,  we  could  not  have  made  more  favorable  wea- 
ther.’’ 

The  potato  crop  was  still  in  doubt. 

Virginia.  The  special  election  for  a representative  to 
congress  i;i  place  of  Mr.  Dromgooie,  deceased,  has  re- 
sulted m favor  of  Mr.  Meade,  the  administration  candi- 
date. 

The  Chinesf,  ju.nk,  Key-ing,  arrived  at  New  York  a 
few  days  ago,  with  a crew  of  41)  Chinese  and  20  Euro- 
peans. She  cost  $75,000  and  has  floated  and  sailed  thus 
far  on  her  voyage  to  Europe,  to  be  exhibited  as  a curi 
osity,  calling  on  her  way,  to  ascertain  whether  we  Yan- 
kees have  sufficient  of  the  inquisitive  to  pay  a portion 
towards  tiie  enterprize- 

She  is  said  to  be  a very  fine  sea  vessel,  perfectly  tight 
and  staunch,  built  of  teak  wood  and  very  strong.  In 
shape  she  resembles  a whale  boat,  is  150  feet  long  25 
feet  beam  and  12  feet  hold,  her  square  built  stern  rising 
about  30  feet  from  the  deck;  cabin  30  feet  long  23  feet 
wide  and  9g  feet  high,  painted  with  figures  of  birds, 
beasts,  &c.  A large  case  in  the  upper  part  of  tlio  cabin 
contains  a Chinese  goddess,  having  30  arms  and  hands 
stretched.  She  is  decorated  with  watches,  flowers  and 
other  ofl'erings.  There  are  many  other  curiosities  on 
board.  Slie  has  three  teak  wood  masts,  laline  sails,  ca- 
bles of  bamboo,  and  anchors  of  wood;  three  windlasses, 
the  one  midship  to  get  up  the  anchor,  is  very  large,  the 
one  in  the  bow  is  to  heave  the  heel  of  the  rudder  to  the 
stern  post,  and  the  one  astern  to  heave  the  rudder  out 
nf  the  water.  She  is  painted  outside  white,  black  bunds 
from  lier  stern  to  her  fore  rigging;  from  the  fore  rigging 
to  her  stem  red.  Has  nine  pons  on  a side,  paiiited 
white  with  Iilack  streaks,  and  has  two  eyes  one  on  eacli 
side  of  the  rudder. 

U.  States  finances.  Treasury  Jiolrs,  outstanding 
on  the  1st  of  August,  1847  $14,274,239  31 

Public  deposits.  The  net  amount  subject  to  draft, 
in  the  various  places  of  deposile  throughout  the 
Union,  on  the  2Gih  July,  1847,  was  $2,394,221  47 
Of  which  sum,  there  were  in  the 
U.  S.  mint  and  branch  mints 
In  the  hands  of  assistant  treasury 
Charleston, 

Do  of  Boston, 

Do  of  New  York, 

Do  of  Philadelphia, 

Treasurer  Washington, 

The  residue  at  various  other  places. 

Besides  the  above  amount  subject  to  draft,  there 
remained  on  deposite,  for  which  drafts  had  been  is- 
sued and  not  yet  presented  $5,464,301  44 

Transfers  have  been  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  to 
the  amount  of  $2,141,151  95 

Receipts  and  expenditures.  The  receipts  of  the 
quarter  ending  the  30lh  June,  as  near  as  can  yet  be 
ascertained  weie  $20,405,050  00 

E.xpenditures  same  period  22,475  505  35 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore 
Sun,  writes  on  the  5ih  August — “The  administration 
liave,  I am  certain,  very  strong  reasons  for  wishing 
a speedy  peace  with  Mexico.  The  war  cannot  be 
vigorously  prosecuted,  much  longer,  without  a large 
addition  to  the  means  of  the  revenue.  The  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  army  alone,  for  the  last 
quarter,  ending  30lh  June,  were  sixtee.n  millions. — 
The  fesource  of  the  loans  has  been  nearly  exhausted. 
Active  and  extensive  preparations  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  are,  at  this  moment,  in  progress.— 
Tlie  eighteen  million,  treasury  note  loan,  will  be 
entirely  exhausted  during  the  present,  or  the  next 
month.  The  war  expeuditures  cannot  be  met  by  any 
estimated  revenue  that  will  accrue  after  the  first  of 
October  next.  This  is  a dark  and  gloomy  side  of  the 
prospect.  Peace  is  the  more  desirable  on  account  of 
the  enibarrassmenls  vvhicn  a conlitiuance  of  the  war 
must  bring  upon  the  treasury.  That  the  administra- 
tion wish  it,  is  to  say  lliat  they  wish  well  to  them- 
selves, and  their  individual  and  future  popularity.” 

Chjhuahua,  Mexico.  The  city  of  Chihuahua,  the 
capital  of  the  state  of  that  name,  w'hich  for  several 
months  was  the  headquarters  of  Col.  Doniphan,  con- 
tains about  14,000  inliabitants,  and  is  said  to  be  of 
remarkable  beauty.  The  narrator  says; 

“It  is  situated  on  a plain  betsveen  two  high  moun' 
tains  that  rise  in  the  east  and  west  At  the,  north 


and  south,  the  country,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see, 
open  and  interspersed  with  farms.  The  buildings, 
many  of  which  are  very  handsome,  are  composed  of 
white  porphyry,  that  is  easily  wrouglit  when  first  taken 
from  the  quarry,  but  by  exposure  to  the  air  becomes 
very  hard.  The  old  Spaniards  who  originally  built  it, 
conveyed  from  a mountain  four  miles  distant,  through 
a stone  canal,  the  waters  of  a spring.  This  abundant 
fountain  rises  in  the  centre  of  the  grand  plaza,  over- 
flows an  octagonal  basin,  and  then  pursues  its  way 
over  the  whole  city.  The  plaza  is  surrounded  by 
seats,  with  backs  carved  out  of  solid  stone.  At  this 
place  could  nightly  be  seen  the  entire  population 
of  Chihuahua,  indulging  themselves  in  gossip  and 
idleness. 

‘‘As  an  evidence  of  the  richness  of  the  mines  of 
Chihuahua,  under  the  Spaniards,  it  is  stated  that  the 
magnificent  church  of  that  city,  which  is  of  immense 
proportions,  and  ornamented  by  three  towers  of  solid 
stone,  was  built  at  a cost  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  this  immense  sura  was  raised  by  a 
tax  of  one  bit  on  every  eight  dollars  coined  in  the 
mines.  These  silver  mines  are  as  rich  as  they  ever 
were,  and  inexhaustible;  but  the  Indians  have  driven 
the  Mexicans  from  the  richest  of  them,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  too  lazy  to  work  those  in  their  possession. 

“When  our  army  left  Chihuahua,  there  was  no  or- 
ganizetk-government;  the  Mexican  Governor,  Trias, 
fled  on  Col.  Doniphan’s  approach,  and  left  him  sole 
arbiter  of  the  country.  Col.  Doniphan  departed, 
leaving  the  city  and  the  state  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, a prey  to  the  first  aspirant  that  wished  for 
temporary  power.”  [JY.  0.  Picayune. 

Survey  of  Boston  Harbor.  Samuel  S.  Lewis 
and  Ezra  Lincoln,  jr.,  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  commissiot  ers  for  the 
completion  of  the  survey  of  Boston  Harbor,  and  to 
make  certain  examinations  with  regard  to  the  wear- 
ing away  of  the  island.  The  work  is  to  be  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Survey. 

Death  of  Major  Wm.  Armstrong,  Indian  agent. 
“He  died, ” says  the  Washington  correspondent  of 
the  Baltimore  Patriot, “respected,  esteemed  and  be- 
loved by  thousands  of  Indians,  over  whose  interests 
he  had  faithfully  watched  for  many  years,  and  by  all 
who  knew  him  in  the  United  Stales.  A faithful 
public  officer,  who  has  disbursed  millions  of  the  peo- 
ple’s money  without  ever  missing  a dollar,  an  honest, 
upright  man,  the  government  will  find  it  no  easy 
task  to  supply  his  place!  Recently  the  commission- 
er of  Indian  affairs  has  entereil  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  south,  for  the 
establishment  of  six  manual  labor  schools  in  the  In- 
dian country,  for  the  education  of  both  sexes,  in  se- 
parate departments,  for  each  of  which  six  thousand 
dollars,  to  erect  the  building,  and  six  thousand  dol- 
lars annually  for  the  siippoit  of  tlie  school,  have 
been  appropriated.  The  general  supervision  of  these 
SIX  schools  was  entrusted  to  Major  Armstrong,  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties  as  Indian  agent  of  the 
Choctaw  nation  and  general  superintendent  of  all 
the  Indian  agencies.  The  welfare  of  the  Indian 
schools  in  question,  Major  Armstrong  had  much  at 
heart.  His  secretary,  who  was  with  him  when  ha 
died,  writes  that  the  list  directions  he  gave  and  the 
last  words  he  uttered  were  in  relation  to  thosa 
schools! 

Major  Armstrong  was  endowed  with  most  excel- 
lent sense  and  judgment.  He  was  belter  versed, 
perhaps,  ihau  any  other  man  with  the  whole  Indian 
relations  of  our  government.  With  this  knowledge, 
and  possessed  of  a higli  military  turn  of  mind,  back- 
ed by  prudence  and  discretion,  he  would  have  made 
an  admirable  secretary  of  war.  He  was  the  brother 
of  General  Robert  Armstrong,  our  consul  at  Liver- 
pool, and  like  the  general,  was  one  of  the  early  pi- 
oneers of  the  teeming  south-west.  Peace  to  his 
manes. 

Emigration.  Earl  Gray,  Colonial  Secretary,  writes 
to  Lord  Elgin,  in  Canada,  that,  it  will  not  be  practi- 
cable this  year  to  carry  into  elfect  a scheme  of  Colo- 
nization. He  would  rather  advise  parliament  to  grant 
a sum  of  money  to  construct  railways  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  employ  the  emigrants  on  the  works.  He 
states,  officially,  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
have  emigrated  to  North  America  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  is  1,337000.  If  we  add  the  emigrants 
who  have  sailed  since  last  February,  it  will  be  found 
that  one  and  a half  millions  of  men,  women  and 
children  have  been  added  to  the  population  of  this 
continent  since  1S2G,  from  the  United  Kingdom  alone. 


$949,569  95 

427,650  72 
241,497  92 
159.326  36 
162  320  77 
148,587  61 
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N A T I O N A I.  A F FAIRS. 


SeCRUT,\RT  of  Sx.iTE,  THE  PoST.M.^STER  GeNS- 
R*i,,  AND  Mr.  Walker,  the  PresiJeiit’s  private  se- 
cretary, are  on  a visit  to  OM  Point  Comfort. 

The  Hon  Edward  Pradlet,  a representative 
elect  to  the  next  congress  from  the  western  district 
of  .Michigan,  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the 
5th  inst. 

Pacific  Mail  Contract. — .\  Washington  letter 
in  the  Balt.  I'atriot,  says:  The  secretary  of  the  navy 

has  contracted  with  .Major  Arnold  Harris  to  carry 
the  United  States  mail,  from  Chagres  to  Astoria,  in 
Oregon,  in  steam  vessels  of  one  thousand  tons 
each.  This  is  a continuation  of  the  route,  contract- 
ed for  by  Messrs.  Sloo  & Co.,  from  New  York  to 
New  Orleans.  Havana,  and  Chagres.  Major  Harris 
has  left  here  for  New  York  to  complete  his  arrange- 
ments. 

U.  S.  Branch  Mi.vt  at  New  Orleans.  The  coi- 
nage of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans  du- 
ring the  month  of  July  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $2,- 
000,000.  The  greater  portion  of  this  was  in  gold 
eagles,  together  with  a considerable  quantity  of 
quarter  eagles  and  half  dollars.  The  coinage  of  this 
immense  quantity  of  money  only  occupied  the  hands 
of  the  mint  about  twenty  working  days — a rate  of 
speed  which  could  not  be  kept  up  in  ordinary  times 
or  throughout  the  year.  [JV*.  0.  Della. 

The  Mexican  t.sriff.  A correspondent  of  the 
New  Orleans  Delta,  writing  from  Tampico,  says: — 
“About  seventy  thousand  dollars  have  been  collected 
at  this  port  since  the  first  of  May.  With  a few  modi- 
fications it  will  be  a source  of  much  benefit  to  our 
government.” 

We  confess  this  statement  disappoints  us.  Tampi- 
co has  been  the  second  port  in  Mexico,  and  lately 
has  outstripped  Vera  Cruz  itself.  If,  therefore,  in 
two  months  and  a half  only  $70,000  have  been  re- 
ceived there  in  duties,  the  annual  receipt  will  not 
reach  §350,000.  Put  V'^eta  Cruz  at  as  much  more  or 
even  twice  as  much  more,  and  the  receipts  at  both 
ports  will  only  reach  §1,050,000.  Yet  the  govern- 
ment has  estimated  that  §15,000,000  can  be  derived 
from  the  tariff! 

A correspondent  of  the  N.  O.  Times  writing  from 
Vera  Cruz,  says  on  this  same  topic:  “Five  millions 

mig/il  have  been  secured  by  the  establishment  of  a 
common-sense  rate  of  duties,  and  reasonable  facilities 
of  payment  and  trade;  but  I can  assure  you,  that,  un- 
der those  adopted,  not  one  million,  including  all  du- 
ties received,  and  all  bonded,  will  be  realized  with- 
in one  year  from  the  date  of  opening  the  ports. 

The  Times  is  a Whig  paper,  the  Delta  is  a neutral 
one,  with  Democratic  sympathies.  When,  therefore, 
journals  of  such  opposite  political  sentiments  corrob- 
orate each  other  on  a matter  of  fact,  their  statements 
must  be  taken  as  correct.  We  fear  that  our  own 
government  has  sadly  deceived  itself  in  relation  to  the 
eflScacy  of  this  tarilf  as  a source  of  revenue. 

[JV.  0.  Bulletin. 

Detroit,  July  17. — Capture  of  an  Jlmerican  and  Car 
nadian  sheriff  by  a propeller.  An  amusing  scene  took 
place  near  this  city  to-day.  The  Bruce  copper  mines 
are  located  on  the  Canada  side  of  the  lake,  and  are 
worked  by  Mr.  Rankin  and  associates.  Another  gen- 
tleman claims  them  by  priority  of  discovery,  but 
Rankin  has  possession.  The  Canada  propeller,  Earl 
of  Cathcart,  grounded  on  the  St.  Clair  flats  on  Thurs- 
(lay,  with  eight  hundred  tons  of  copper  ore  on  board 
from  the  Bruce  mines.  The  early  claimants  of  the 
mines  got  the  intelligence,  and  came  over  from  Ca- 
nada and  swore  out  a writ  of  replevin  in  this  county. 

A deputy  sherilf  went  up  to  the  flats  and  got  aboard, 
and  there  staid  until  the  propeller  got  into  American 
waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  county. 

When  he  supposed  the  vessel  in  our  waters,  he 
served  the  writ,  and  demanded  the  landing  of  it  in 
this  port.  The  captain  paid  no  attention  to  it  and 
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steered  for  the  British  waters  on  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  river.  The  high  sheriff  of  this  county,  who 
stood  on  the  wharf  witnessing  the  scene,  immediately 
took  possession  of  a steamer  here  and  put  after  them. 
On  nearing  the  propeller,  the  hands  were  ordered  to 
prevent  her  being  boarded.  Men,  with  billets  of 
wood  and  handspikes,  lined  the  side,  and  as  she  was 
nearing  the  Canada  shore,  the  American  steamer  re- 
tired to  her  own  waters.  It  appears  the  boat  was 
also  in  trouble  on  the  Canada  side.  As  she  was  moving 
along,  a Canadian  sheriff  also  boarded  her.  She 
would  not  stop,  and  the  last  seen  of  the  two  sheriffs, 
they  were  entering  Lake  Erie,  with  every  appearance 
of  a pleasant  sail  down  the  lakes. 

[Rochester  Democrat. 

The  late  Thomas  Newton,  in  the  early  stage 
of  Ins  life  pursued  the  profession  of  law,  from  which, 
in  1801,  he  was  called  by  the  voice  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  whose  political  sentiments  he  reflected  and 
whose  confidence  he  possessed,  to  represent  them  in 
congress;  and  he  accordingly  took  his  seat  in  that 
body  at  the  opening  of  the  first  session  under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  How  well  and 
faithfully  he  acquitted  himself  in  the  discharge  of 
that  liig.h  trust,  is  shown  by  ilie  long  period  of  time, 
(unexampled,  we  believe,  in  the  history  of  our  go- 
vernment), during  which,  by  renewed  assurances  of 
popular  approbation,  it  continued  to  be  confided,  to 
him.  But  to  be  the  mere  representative  of  his  dis- 
trict— to  subserve  the  wishes  and  requirements  of 
his  people— though  first  in  his  thoughts — was  not  the 
bond  of  his  sense  of  duty.  He  felt  his  high  respon- 
sibility to  his  country,  and  duly  estimated  the  obli- 
gation which  it  imposed  on  him  in  his  representative 
character;  and  the  opportunity  for  discharging  this 
obligation  he  soon  found  in  his  position  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
which  he  held  during  a greater  part  of  the  term  of 
his  continuance  in  congress — a position  involving 
intricate  and  diflicult  duties,  but  to  which  lie  applied 
himself  witli  requisite  diligence  and  industry,  and 
with  all  the  relations  and  details  of  which  he  be- 
came perfectly  familiar.  His  reports  which  have  been 
pablisbed  bear  the  stamp  of  ability,  patient  investi- 
gation, and  deep  research.  From  his  first  induction 
to  the  councils  of  the  Union,  Col.  Newton  manifested 
an  inbred  principle  of  national  independence — not 
that  independence  of  Government  which  had  a few 
years  before  been  achieved  by  the  revolution — but 
that  which  was  necessary  to  free  us  from  our  ac- 
knowledged dependence  on  the  Old  World,  for  its 
pro.Jucts  of  manufacturing  labor  and  ingenuity,  and 
which  vve  were  more  competent  to  throw  off  than 
we  had  been  to  throw  o3'  the  British  yoke.  Hence 
he  became  the  steady , consistent  and  ardent  advocate 
of  domestic  manufactures — and  we  beg  to  remind 
those  who  are  now  successfully  embarked  in  that 
great  national  interest  that  they  owe  much  of  their 
success  to  the  influence  and  exertions  of  Thomas 
Newton. 

His  term  of  representative  service  continued 
through  llie  administrations  of  Jefl'erson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  John  Q.  Adams,  and  Jackson,  and  in  all, 
with  the  excepiian  of  the  last,  (when  he  was  of  the 
opposition  party,)  he  was  honored  with  those  evi- 
dences of  executive  respect  and  confidence  which 
were  his  just  reward  as  a pure  patriot  and  enlight- 
ened statesman — and  by  virtue  of  which  be  might 
doubiless  have  obtained  office  and  patronage  for  the 
asking.  And  w ho  could  have  breathed  a thought  to 
his  prejudice  if  he  had?  But  he  preferred  the  service 
of  the  people  before  the  highest  gift  of  the  executive; 
and  never  would  permit  it  to  be  said  of  him  that  he 
had  used  the  confidence  of  the  people  for  his  own 
selfish  ends.  He  had  a stern  and  manly  Independ- 
ence of  soul,  which  never  yielded  to  calculations  of 
private  or  sectional  interest;  while  he  gave  his  facul- 
ties of  mind  and  body  freely  to  promote  his  country’s 
weal.  His  principles  were  approved  by  his  consci- 
ence, and  he  was  solicitous  to  preserve  them  pure 
and  undefiled  from  the  breath  ol  censure.  His  was, 
indeed,  the  spirit  of  patriotism  of  that  elevated  cha- 
racter which  proclaims  itself  by  practice  rather  than 
profession,  and  he  regarded  submission  toils  dictates 
as  the  highest  duty  of  the  public  servant. 

Yielding  to  the  admonition  of  accumulated  years. 
Colonel  Newton,  in  1833,  declined  being  any  longer 
a candidate  for  congress,  and  subsequently  his  fellow 


townsmen,  as  a token  of  their  respect,  conferred  on 
him  the  honorable  station  of  recorderof  the  Hustings 
court  of  the  City  of  Norfolk,  which  he  filled  fora 
series  of  years  till  his  death. 

In  the  relations  of  private  life  he  was  distinguished 
for  the  urbanity  and  frankness  of  bis  manners,  his 
elevated  sense  of  propriety,  and  a social  and  bene- 
volent disposition  which  clustered  around  him  (he 
affections  of  a large  circle  of  friends,  who  respected 
his  virtues  end  will  cherish  his  memory. 

[J^orfolk  Herald. 

COVGRNMENT  FINAMCKS. 

/Vom  the  JVeto  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

The  Banker's  Magazine  for  this  month  opens  with 
a remarkable  article  on  the  National  Finances,  and 
the  public  revenues  and  public  debt  of  1847 — 
of  which  we  propose  to  offer  some  analysis  to  our 
readers. 

Before  doing  so,  however,  we  must  reiterate  our 
testimony  to  the  general  value  and  excellence  of 
this  periodical — which  now  ailiounts  to  a valuable 
volume. 

The  publication  commenced  in  Baltimore  a year 
ago  last  July,  and  the  numbers  are  now  gathered  in 
handsome  volume,  of  which  the  value  is  enhanced 
by  a well  digested  general  index. 

To  return  to  the  number  now  before  us  for  the 
present  month  of  August. 

The  first  article  sets  out  with  furnishing  a condens- 
ed summary  from  official  sources  of  the  commerce 
of  the  port  of  New  York  for  seven  months  of  the  pre- 
sent and  of  the  past  year — as  follows: 

Commerce  of  the  port  of  JYeio  York. 


Imports. 
Free  goods 
Dutiable 
Specie 


June,  1347, 


June,  1847. 
§401,358 
5,689.109 
547,813 


June,  1846. 
§1,239,006 
4,605,527 
29,122 


§5,873,635 


Six  mos.  previous  9,315,854 


§6,638,230 
Duties  Received 
1,444,771  lune,  1846,  §1,462,098 


Total  7 months  §10,760,625 


Exports. 

Domestic  merchandise 

Foreign 

Specie 


June,  1847. 
§6,810,203 
311,756 
134,330 

7,256,290 

23,366,386 


9,080,202 

§10,542,300 
June,  1846. 
§3,745,687 
321,462 


4,037,246 

14,739,381 


§30,622,676  §13,806,631 


Six  months  previous 

Total,  seven  months 
The  imports  now  in  public  warehouses  are  not  in- 
cluded above. 

.Aggregate  imports  for  the  ieoen  months. 
Dutiable  §41,626,427  §33,889,840 

Specie  7,988,374  422,178 

Free  6,215,148  6,270,561 


Total  §55,819,949  §41,682,579 

Duties  received  10,760,625  10,542,300 

The  average  rate  of  duty  under  the  new  tariff’ is  18 
per  cent.;  under  the  old  it  was  24  per  cent. 

The  following  result  appears  from  the  above  ta- 
bles that  with  an  increase  of  dutiable  goods  in  seven 
months  of  1847 — of  §7,036,587 — the  increase  in  du- 
ties was  only  §218,325. 

The  discouraging  fact  here  is,  that  with  such  a 
very  large  addition  to  our  debt  to  Europe,  by  the 
importation  of  such  an  excess  over  ordinary  impor- 
tations of  foreign  fabrics,  we  add  so  little  compara- 
tively to  our  revenue. 

At  the  rate  apparent  from  the  above  tables,  an  ad- 
dition of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  dutiable  goods 
imported,  has  not  produced  an  addition  of  half  a mil- 
lion to  the  revenue. 

This  seems  a startling  statement,  but  the  authori- 
ty is  said  to  be  derived  from  official  sources. 

Now  the  difficulty  in  such  a stale  of  things  is  that 
the  moment  the  temporary  and  accidental  demand 
for  breadstuff's  for  Europe  is  removed — as  in  a very 
considerable  degree  it  will  be,  by  the  coming  harvest 
— the  mode  of  paying  for  their  excesssive  imports — 
can  only  be  by  the  re-exportation  of  that  coin  which 
the  recent  extent  of  our  shipment  of  breadstuff’s  to 
Europe,  has  brought  to  onr  shores. 
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But  a drain  upon  our  banks  for  coin,  coupled  with 
the  operation  of  the  sub  treasury  now  in  full  force, 
and  which,  so  long  as  the  exchanges  rather  favor  the 
importation  than  the  exportation  of  coin,  is  compa- 
ratively inoperative — would  then  paralyse  and  de 
range  all  commerce  and  all  the  hanks. 

For  these  latter  are  now  much  expanded — secure 
in  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges. 

A sudden  revulsion  would  take  them  unawares. 
The  amount  of  debt  actually  owing  to  the  United 
States  is  also  brought  into  view  in  this  paper,  and  is 
thus  stated: 

Mstract  of  the  public  debt  of  the  Untted  Stales  on  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1847.  Showing  first,  the  amount  of 
loans,  and  second,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
issued  and  outstanding: 

1st.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  debt: 

Of  the  loan  of  1842  $8,343,880  03 

“ » 1843  6,604,231  35 

••  » 1846  4,888,149  45 

» “ 1847  4,447,650  00 

Mexican  5 per  cent. 

1846  298,754  36 

Bounty  land  scrip  11,650  00— $24,594,321  10 
2d.  Treasury  notes  outstanding: 

Of  the  issue  prior  to 

1840  279,139  31 

Of  the  issue  of  1846  1.933,200  00 
“ “ 1847  11,155,750  00— $13,318,089  10 

! Of  the  old  funded  and  unfunded 
debt 

Debt  of  the  corporate  cities  of 
the  District  ofUlolumbia,  as- 
sumed by  congress 


Total  public  debt  existing  July  1, 

1847  $39,122,410  00 

With  such  a debt  existing  among  us;  with  a con- 
tinued drain  of  coin  at  this  period  to  Mexico;  with 
a war  that  has  already  consumed  upwards  of  thirty 
millions,  and  may  call  for  thirty  millions  more;  with 
a tariff  which  requires  the  importation  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  goods  to  produce  the  same  revenue 
which  seventy-two  millions  produced  in  1845-0;  with 
the  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest  in  Europe, 
and  the  consequent  decline  in  price  of  grain;  with 
these  facts  and  indications  before  us,  prudence 
would  dictate  the  husbanding  of  our  resources  and 
renewed  caution  in  our  importations  from  abroad. 

Emigrants. — Day  after  day  the  train  on  the  Buf- 
falo and  N iagara  Falls  Railroad  has  come  in,  stretch- 
ed to  the  length  of  a monstrous  serpent,  and  filled 
BO  full  of  German  emigrants,  that  it  seemed  like 
cruelty  to  compel  a single  engine  to  drag  such  enor- 
mous loads  in  such  excessively  hot  weather.  We 
learn  that  they  choose  the  route,  via  Montreal,  to 
evade  the  somewhat  onerous  requirements  of  the 
port  laws  and  regulations  at  New  York.  From  Mon- 
treal they  come  up  through  Lake  Ontario  to  Lewis- 
ton, thence  to  the  city  by  the  railroad.  When  they 
arrive  here,  they  encamp  any  where  on  the  street 
side,  where  they  can  find  empty  buildings,  which 
they  occupy  during  a few  days  detention;  but  their 
stay  is  generally  short,  as  they  seem  to  have  made 
up  their  minds  whither  they  were  going  before  they 
left  home.  [Buffalo  Rep. 

Oregon  Emigrants. — The  St.  Joseph  Gazette,  of  the 
11th,  after  stating  that  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 
wagons  had  passed  through  Independence  this 
spring,  with  emigrants  for  Oregon  and  California, 
says  that  the  number  which  have  passed  through 
that  place  will  make  the  aggregate  upwards  of  thir- 
teen hundred  wagons — which,  if  they  average  five 
persons  to  each  wagon  will  swell  the  number  of  emi- 
grants to  six  thousand  five  hundred,  large  and  small. 
The  emigrants,  in  small  numbers  were  still  coming 
to  St.  Joseph. 

The  St.  Joseph  Gazette  notices  a report  that  near 
five  hundred  Mormons  had  left  their  encampment  at 
the  Bluffs,  with  the  inleation  of  settling  in  and  near 
St.  Joseph. 

Emigration  to  Californie.-^-Tbe  Western  Expositor, 
of  the  14lh  contains  a letter  written  by  Peter  Quiv- 
vey,  of  Jackson  county,  who  went  out  last  year  with 
a company  of  emigrants  to  California,  dated  24th  of 
March  last,  at  Lower  Puebla.  The  writer  arrived 
at  the  first  settlement  in  California  on  the  14th  of 
October,  after  a very  long  and  tiresome  journey. — 
Very  soon  after  their  arrival  in  California,  hearing 
of  the  revolution,  and  that  the  American  colors 
were  raised,  these  emigrants  enlisted  as  volunteers 
in  a regiment  formed  under  Colonel  Fremont,  with 
the  promise  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month — ser- 
geants, thirty-five.  He  speaks  very  favorably  of  the 
country  over  which  he  has  passed,  and  says,  that  if 
he  were  now  back  in  Missouri  with  his  family,  and 
with  his  present  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  move  there.  The  charms  of  the 


country  must  be  very  great  to  counterbalance  the 
difficulties  which  the  emigrants  encounter  in  getting 
there,  and  of  which  he  gives  some  account  in  this 
letter.  He  went  ent  with  Mrran  and  Boon,  who 
rbapfcd  iheir  ndnds  on  Ihe  route,  and  went  to  Ore- 
gon. Gov.  Boggs  reached  California,  about  the  same 
lime  Mr.  Quivvey  did,  after  much  difficulty,  having 
lost  his  cattle.  [S/.  Louis  Rep.  of  20lh  July. 

The  editorial  fraternity  in  California  are  fully  as 
vinegarish  towards  each  other  as  they  are  on  this 
side  of  the  continent.  The  editor  of  the  Californian 
sent  a couple  of  copies  of  his  paper  to  the  Star,  with 
Ihe  characteristic  letters,  “pR^se  ex.”  written  on 
them.  Here  is  the  answer  to  the  polite  request: 
California  netospapers. — We  have  received  two  late 
numbers  of  the  Californian,  a dim,  dirty  little  paper, 
printed  in  Monterey,  on  the  worn  out  materials  of 
one  of  the  old  California  war  presses.  It  is  publish- 
ed and  edited  by  Walter  Colton  and  Robert  Semple, 
the  one  a whining  sycophant,  and  the  other  an  over- 
gj'ow  n lick-spittle.  At  the  top  of  one  of  the  papers 
we  find  the  words  “please  exchange.”  This  would 
be  considered  in  almost  any  other  country  a bare- 
faced attempt  to  swindle  us.  We  would  consider  it 
so  now  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  of  our 
country,  which  induces  us  to  do  a great  deal  for 
others  in  order  to  enable  them  to  do  a little  good. — 
We  did  think  of  charging  the  men  of  the  Californian 
five  dollars  and  seventy  five  cents  “to  boot”  between 
the  papers,  but  as  it  seems  to  be  their  determination 
to  “hump”  themselves  in  future,  while  on  the  edito- 
rial tripod,  we  have  concluded  to  give  our  paper  to 
them  this  year,  so  as  to  atidrd  them  some  insight 
into  the  manner  in  which  a republican  newspaper 
should  be  conducted.  They  appear  now  to  be  aw- 
fully verdant. 

Civilization  is  rapidly  progressing  in  California; 
witness  the  following  evidence  of  it: 

Notice — Is  hereby  given  to  all  persons,  not  to 
credit  roy  wife  as  I shall  not  be  responsible  for  any 
debts  she  may  hereafter  contract. 

JOHN  FULLER. 

January  14,  1847. 

TWO  MONTHS  LATER  FROM  OREGON  AND  CALIFORNIA. 

The  Philadelphia  Ledger  of  the  I2th  through  the 
medium  of  the  telegraph  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  receiv- 
ed and  published  the  following. 

Trade  of  western  emigration — Route  of  the  Mor- 
mons—Col.  Fremont  arrested  for  disobedience  of 
orders — Sent  home  for  trial — Movements  of  the 
Pacific  squadron — Return  of  Kearny  and  Stock 
ton — Suflerings  of  emigrants — Cannibalism  and 
starvation — Com.  Drake,  R.  N.,  coming  over- 
land. 

Messrs.  Shaw  and  Bolden  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  on 
Thursday  last,  (the  5th,)  direct  from  Oregon,  having 
left  the  frontier  settlement  on  the  5th  of  May,  and 
made  the  trip  to  St.  Joseph’s  in  83  days. 

The  party  met  but  little  difficulty  on  the  route.— 
The  various  parties  of  emigrants  to  Oregon  and  Ca- 
lifornia were  making  rapid  progress.  Davidson  and 
his  company  were  met  at  the  Big  Sandv,  and  two 
other  companies  at  Green  River. 

The  Mormons  with  their  immense  train  of  wa- 
gons were  met  near  the  Forks  of  Platte  river  on 
their  route  to  California,  and  their  rulers,  the 
“Twelve  Apostles,”  as  they  are  called,  were  met 
at  Fort  Bridges.  It  was  understood  that  the  Mor- 
mons would  net  proceed  this  season  further  than 
Salt  Lake. 

At  Fort  Hall,  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Thompson  met 
Samuel  Brannon,  and  from  him  they  obtained  news 
from  California  down  to  the  25th  May. 

Lieut.  Col.  Fremont  had  been  arrested  for  disobe- 
dience of  orders  by  Gen.  Kearny,  and  had  been  or- 
dered home  to  the  United  States  to  take  his  trial  be- 
fore a court  martial.  This  difficulty  grew  out  of  the 
ill  feeling  and  contradictory  movements  of  General 
Kearny  and  Commodore  Stockton,  and  the  question 
of  authority  which  existed  between  them.  It  was 
announced  some  days  ago  by  Colonel  Russell,  who 
came  with  despatches  that  General  Kearny  was 
about  to  arrest  Colonel  Fremont,  and  have  him  hung 
as  a rebel.  No  body,  of  course,  believed  the  latter 
part  of  the  statement;  but  the  arrest  of  Fremont 
proves  that  the  quarrel  between  Gen.  Kearny  and 
Com.  Stockton  was  more  serious  than  was  at  first 
apprehended. 

Commodore  Stockton  had  left,  and  was  on  his  way 
home. 

The  American  fleet  was  off  Lower  California  en- 
pged  against  Mazatlan,  Acapulco,  and  other  towns 
in  that  quarter.  The  troops  had  ail  been  ordered  to 
concentrate  in  the  same  direction.  J’here  is  no  de- 
tail given  of  contemplated  movements,  but  it  is 
doubtless  to  enforce  the  blockade  proclaimed  bv 
Com.  Biddle.  ^ 


General  Kearny  was  about  to  leave  California, 
and  expected  to  reach  the  states  in  the  month  of 
September. 

The  affairs  of  California  generally  appear  to  be  in 
a very  unsettled  condition. 

Messrs.  Shaw  and  Thompson  learne.I  from  Bran- 
non additional  details  of  the  sufferings  experienced 
by  the  parties  of  emigrants  which  failed  to  reach 
California  before  the  last  winter  came  upon  them. 
They  add  to  the  horrors  of  the  previous  accounts; 
seventy-five  perished  from  cold  by  exposure  to  the 
snow  and  from  starvation!  The  survivors  were  re- 
duced to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  subsisting  upon 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  companions! 

The  whole  Reed  family,  in  connection  with  that 
of  Donnor,  reached  the  sutler’s  settlement  in  safety, 
alter  enduring  incredible  sufferings. 

Com.  Drake  of  the  British  ship  Modeste,  is  on 
his  way  to  the  United  States,  overland,  with  a small 
party.  He  will  probably  be  attacked  by  the  Paw- 
nees. 

Militart  Posts  on  the  Rou'i;e  to  Oregon. — 
It  is  already  known  that  five  companies  of  volunteers 
have  been  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Missouri,  to  be 
employed  in  establishing  military  stations  on  the 
route  to  Oregon,  as  provided  by  an  ant  of  the  last 
congress.  We  learn  that  the  government  has  deter- 
mined to  establish  two  stations,  or  military  posts — 
the  first  to  be  located  near  Grand  Island,  where  the 
road  to  California  encounters  Platte  river;  and  the 
second  at  or  near  Fort  Laramie.  The  government 
has  already  given  orders,  in  connexion  with  this 
movement.  I he  battalion  will  be  accompanied  by 
an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  an  assistant 
quartermaster  of  the  regular  army,  whose  duties 
will  be  such  as  belong  to  their  respective  depart- 
ments, and  they  are  to  have  every  aid  and  assistance 
from  the  commanding  efficer.  There  are  to  be  re- 
gular details  from  the  troops  of  the  command,  for 
the  labor,  surveys,  and  reconnoissances  necessary  at 
such  posts.  The  commanding  officer  is  to  be  held 
responsible  for  the  early  completion  of  the  works, 
and  will  urge  upon  the  troops  that  it  is  “their  duty 
first  to  build  and  then  to  garrison  them.”  Two  me- 
dical officers — one  from  the  volunteer  and  the  other 
from  the  regular  army — will  accompany  the  com- 
mand. All  necessary  equ.page  is  to  be  furnished 
by  the  assistant  quartermaster,  and  he  will  be  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  pay  the  troops  their  per  diem,  as 
working  parties  under  the  law.  His  duties  are  ac- 
curately defined.  He  is  required  to  disburse,  also, 
such  moneys  as  may  be  appropriated  to  the  posts. — 
The  lands  upon  which  these  sites  are  to  erected  are 
to  be  purchased  from  the  Indians,  and  to  be  as  ex- 
tensive as  the  appropriation  will  procure.  Ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  will  be  furnished  for  the  forts 
by  the  proper  commanaing  officers.  The  battalion 
of  volunteers  will  move  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got 
ready  for  the  service.  [St.  Louis  Rip. 

Height  of  Water  in  the  Lakes. — The  water 
in  the  upper  lakes  is  a foot  lower  than  it  was  last 
year,  and  nearly  three  feet  lower  than  it  was  five 
years  ago.  This  with  the  accumulation  of  sand  at 
the  mouth  of  our  harbors,  renders  them  much  less 
easy  of  access  than  they  have  been  for  some  years. 
On  the  other  hand  the  water  of  Lake  Ontario  is 
continually  growing  higher.  This  fluctuation  is  con- 
stantly going  on,  the  highest  variation  being  about 
ten  feet.  The  water  has  been  known  to  rise  eigh- 
teen inches  in  one  year  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee, 
but  this  was  unprecedented.  This  rise  and  fall  of 
water  has  been  much  speculated  upon  and  is  as  much 
a matter  of  wonder  as  the  continual  rise  of  land  in 
Norway  and  Sweden,  which  has  risen  1,800  feet  the 
last  1,200  years.  [Chicago  2'ribnne. 

Pitcairn’s  Island. — This  remarkable  island  was 
visited  on  the  26th  of  February  by  the  British  go- 
vernment brig  Spy.  I'he  officers  went  ashore,  and 
were  received  by  George  Adams,  son  of  the  cele- 
brated John  Adams,  the  founder  of  the  colony. — 
They  met  with  a cordial  welcome,  and  after  partak- 
ing of  a repast  in  Adam’s  old  cottage,  the  party  re- 
turned on  board  the  Spy.  Forty  six  whalers,  most- 
ly American,  had  called  during  the  year  1846.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  this  island  (in  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean)  was  settled  about  half  a century  ago 
by  several  Englishmen,  mutineers  of  an  English  ship, 
who  took  with  them  Otaheitaii  women. 

The  Slave  Trade. — Mr.  Wise,  minister  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  states  that  the  United  States  schooner  En- 
terprise which  was  condemned  at  the  Brooklyn  navy 
yard  two  years  ago  has  made  three  successful  voy- 
ages to  Alrica  after  slaves  and  is  now  on  the  fourth. 
She  sold  for  $1,500,  and  in  three  months  cleaved 
her  owners  to  his  knowledge  $9,500. 

[Jllaystille  Eagle, 


130,000  00 
1,080,000  00 
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NAVAL  JOURNAL. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Alhamj,  Capt.  Bref.se,  reaclieil  Hamp- 
ton RoaJs  on  the  Gtli  from  Havana,  where  slie  ar- 
rived on  the  26th  ult.,  in  16  days  from  Anton  Lizar- 
do.  The  Albany  has  been  ac  tively  employed  since 
leaving;  New  York  on  the  28th  November  last,  on 
her  first  miise,  having  partaken  in  most  of  the  na- 
val enterprizes  since  that  period  on  the  Gulf  coast. 

The  Albany  brings  home  the  remains  of  Midship- 
man Shubrick,  who  fell  at  the  Navy  Battery,  while 
gallantly  doing  his  duty. 

Captain  Mayo,  U.  S.  N.  who  is  a passenger  in  the 
Albany,  will  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  the  citi- 
zens of  his  native  state.  His  bearing  in  the  Gulf 
attracted  the  admiration  of  all. 

Commodore  G.  W.  Stoker,  will  go  out  in  the  U. 
S.  frigate  Brandywine  (his  flag-ship)  as  commander 
of  the  squadron  on  the  Brazil  station.  Capt.  Thom- 
as Crabb,  who  commands  the  Brandywine,  arrived 
at  Norfolk  some  days  since. 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Parker,  of  the  navy,  died  on  the  12th 
ult.  on  board  the  steam  frigate  Mississippi.  Lieut. 
Parker  was  saved  from  the  Somers,  was  severely 
wounded  at  Tuspan,  was  at  the  capture  of  Tabasco, 
and  had  been  amongst  the  foremast  in  almost  every 
enterprise  undertaken  by  the  navy.  He  was  noble, 
brave  and  generous,  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  says: — “We 
understand  that  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  this  gal- 
lant deceased  officer,  will  be  held  in  this  city  shortly, 
to  take  measures  to  erect  a monument  to  his  memory. 
As  he  died  of  epidemic  fever,  the  board  of  health  will 
doubtless  object  to  his  remains  being  brought  hither; 
but  were  it  possible  to  do  so,  we  could  wish  that  his 
bones  might  repose  in  this  his  native  city.” 

U.  S.  steamer  Col.  Yell  was  totally  lost  on  Aransas 
Bar,  on  the  22d  ult. — no  lives  lost. 

In  hauling  the  steamer  Anson  upon  the  new  ways 
at  the  Brazos,  the  outer  end  settled  and  let  the  cra- 
dle fall  through,  leaving  her  bow  on  the  ways  and 
stern  in  the  water.  Two  steamboats  had  made  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  her  off. 

The  Waltr  Witch. — The  new  machinery  for  this 
boat,  which  is  destined  for  use  in  the  Gulf,  was  com- 
pleted at  the  navy  yard  Washington  city,  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  boat,  having  on  board  a number  of 
srientific  officers  under  the  government,  made  atrial 
t.’ip  on  that  day,  and  performed  remarkably  well. — 
The  engine  is  the  cross  head  engine,  with  side  rods, 
working  at  an  inclination  downwards,  thus  bringing 
all  the  engine  below  the  shafts.  Cylinder  37  1-2  in- 
ches diameter;  stroke  6 feet;  wheels  17  feet  diame- 
ter; average  pressure  of  steam  18  inches — with  Sic- 

kel’s  “cut  off,”  adjustable  to  any  point  of  stroke 

The  vessel  is  130  feet  long;  beam  20  feet,  and  draws 
sis  feet  five  inches  aft,  and  sis  feet  forward,  having 
in  the  hold  60  tons  of  coal  and  35  of  pig  iron. 

Lieut.  C.  G.  Hunter — A silver  pitcher  was  last 
evening  presented  to  Lieut.  Hunter,  U.  S.  N.,  by  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Trenton,  of  which  city  he  is 
a native.  Lieut.  PI.  was  received  at  the  cars  yester- 
day noon  by  a military  escort,  and  in  the  evening  a 
procession  civic  and  military,  was  formed,  which 
marched  to  the  court  house,  where  the  ceremony  of 
presentation  took  place,  the  pitcher  being  presented 

by  Mercer  Beasly  Esq:,  who  complimented  him 

The  pitcher  bears  this  inscription: 

Presented  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Trenton,  N.  J. 

TO 

LIEUT.  CHARLES  G.  HUNTER, 
in  testimony  of  their  admiration  of  his  gallant  con- 
duct in  capturing,  on  the  31st  of  March,  1847, 

THE  TOWN  OF  ALVARADO, 

and  on  the  night  of  April  1st,  the  town  of 

FLACOT.ALPAN. 

On  the  other  side  the  motto: 

“NEC  IMPAR  PLURIBUS.” 

Lieut.  II.  in  reply  made  a brief  history  of  his  con- 
duct at  Alvarado,  and  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the 
warmth  of  this  reception  in  his  native  place. — 
Among  other  persons  present  wereLts.  Marins,  Mor- 
ris, and  Rowan  of  the  navy,  Capt.  Bongars,  aid  of 
Gen,  Shields,  and  Lieuts.  Burnside  and  McIntosh  of 
the  army.  \H\wark  Daily  Adv. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Savannah  Capt.  Mervine,  left 
Monterey,  Pacific,  on  the  18th  IVIarch.  The  Savan- 
nah sailed  from  Valparaiso  on  1st  June  bound  home. 
The  Savannah  has  been  absent  nearly  four  years. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Jamestown  Commander 
Mercer,  bound  from  Boston  for  Norfolk,  got  on  the 
Chincoteague  Shoals,  but  fortunately  was  got  ofl' and 
reached  Norfolk  on  the  6lh  inst. 


Lieut.  Howison.  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Shark,  at  the  time  she  was  lost  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  reached  the  city  of  Washington  a 
few  days  since  with  despatches  from  the  squadron 
and  the  army  in  California.  At  his  request,  a court 
of  inquiry  was  ordered;  and  the  “Union,”  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  navy  department,  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing honorable  result  of  it: 

17.  S.  Ship  Columbus,  Monterey,  March  5,  1847. 

Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  a 
certified  extract  from  the  proceedings  from  the 
court  of  inquiry,  convened  by  order  of  Commodore 
Shubrick,  to  inquire  into  the  loss  of  the  United 
States  schooner  Shark,  while  under  your  command. 
I will  add,  that,  from  my  previous  knowledge  of  your 
character  as  an  officer,  I was  quite  sure  that  the  in- 
quiry would  (as  is  has)  result  in  entirely  exonerating 
you  from  any  blame  whatever.  Very  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient,  JAMES  BIDDLE. 

Lieut.  Neil  M.  Howison,  U.  S.  frigate  Savannah. 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  says: — “Capt.  Thos.  Crabbe 
has  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  frigate 
Brandywine,  lying  at  the  Gosport  navy  yard  and  des- 
tined, we  understand,  for  the  coast  of  Brazil.” 

IFur  steamers.  The  Norfolk  papers  state  that  orders 
have  been  received  by  the  Commandent  of  the  Gos- 
port navy  yard,  for  building  a war  steamer  (one  of 
the  four  ordered  to  be  built)  of  the  first  class,  of  up- 
wards of  287  feet  length  and  72  breadth,  including 
wheel  houses.  The  wheels  are  to  be  vertical,  and 
the  engine  of  500  horse  power. 

The  steamship  Mississippi,  lying  off  Anton  Lizardo, 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  on  the  3d  of  July,  and 
the  fire  was  not  extinguished  for  several  hours.  The 
fire  was  at  last  discovered  to  be  in  the  coal  bunks;  the 
coal  having  been  ignited  from  spontaneous  combustion. 

The  U.  S.  propeller  Marcy,  and  two  new  govern- 
ment schooners,  from  the  north,  arrived  at  Key  West 
on  the  26th  ult.,  bound  for  Brazos  Santiago. 

JYaval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  The  examination  of 
the  students  has  been  conducted  by  a board,  of  which 
Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones  was  president. 
The  lion.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  present  during 
part  of  the  examination. 

A JYaval  Court  of  Inquiry,  to  examine  into  the 
cause  of  the  recent  accident  to  the  U.  S.  ship  James- 
town, assembled  on  Tuesday  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship 
Pennsylvania.  The  court  consists  of  the  following 
officers: — Com.  Wilkinso.n,  President;  Com.  Kear- 
ny and  Capt.  Webb,  members;  Lieut.  A.  Sinclair, 
Judge  Advocate. 

Capture  of  a Slaver,  with  more  than  five  hundred 
slaves  on  board. — Capt.  Clarkson,  cf  the  ship  Wood- 
side,  from  Canton,  learned  at  St.  Helena,  the  H.  B. 
M.  brig  Waterwitch,  on  the  12th  of  June  last,  100 
miles  W.  S.  W.  from  Ainkle,  captured  an  American 
built  brig,  having  “Bantah,  of  Portland,"  painted  in 
large  white  letters  on  her  stern.  No  colors  or  pa- 
pers on  board.  On  the  log  slate  was  written  Cap- 
tain Forsyth.  The  crew  were  all  Brazilians.  She 
had  on  board  508  live  and  2 dead  slaves.  She  was 
sent  to  Sierra  Leone  for  adjudication.  The  Bantah 
was  8 days  out  from  the  coast,  between  Congo  river 
and  Ambuselle.  [Jf.  F.  Jour. 

The  British  ship  Duke  of  Argyle,  from  Amoy, 
China,  with  388  emigrants,  said  to  be  Chinese  coo- 
lies, arrived  at  Havana,  about  the  13th  inst. 

INDIAN  JOURNAL. 

The  Grand  Council  at  Fond  du  Lac,  was  to  be  held, 
about  the  last  of  July,  whether  at  the  village,  of  that 
name,  which  is  situated  some  twenty  miles  up  the  St. 
Louis  river,  or  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  was  at  our 
last  dates  somewhat  uncertain.  It  was  called  to  as- 
semble at  the  latter. 

We  have  been  looking  forward  to  this  meeting 
with  deep  solicitude.  The  incidents  that  attended  the 
annual  assemblage  of  the  delegates  of  the  North 
Western  Tribes  at  La  Point©  last  summer,  were  cal- 
culated to  excite  sympathy  and  an  earnest  hope  that 
sufficient  precaution  would  be  taken  by  government 
to  prevent  a recurrence  of  so  unkind, — not  to  say 
unjust  treatment,  as  the  unfortunate  natives  of  the 
forest  were  at  that  time  subjected  to,  and  of  which 
we  furnished  some  details  at  the  time.  Amongst 
those  details  our  readers  will  no  doubt  recollect,  was 
an  account  of  the  distinguished  and  influential  Chief 
of  the  Chippewas,  Hole-in-the-dav,  and  of  the 
death  of  his  favorite  daughter,  which  took  place  du- 
ring their  sojourn  at  the  time,  at  La  Pointe. 

The  incidents  of  that  visit,  the  distress  to  which 
his  people  were  reduced — the  death  of  his  idolized 


daughter,  and  the  distractions  to  which  the  tribe  TVa* 
now  doomed  by  the  influential  manoeuvres  of  United 
States  agents,  who  were  leaving  no  expedient  to  in- 
duce the  Chippewas  to  consent  to  a treaty  of  ces- 
sion of  the  country  which  they  occupied, these 

causes  operating  all  together,  it  is  probable  were  too 
overwhelming  for  even  the  strong  stoicism  of  Hole- 
in-the-day.  We  learn  that  on  his  arrival  at  home 
he  abandoned  himself  utterly,  to  the  Indians’  bane. 
The  “fire  water”  was  his  only  refuge  from  thought. 
Drinking  without  cessation  he  buried  every  trait  not 
only  of  the  unrivalled  chief,  but  humanity  itself,  and 
became  a perfect  sot.  What  a fall  was  there.’ 

We  have  seen  a statement,  in  which  it  was  alleg- 
ed, that  it  was  in  such  a condition  as  this,  that  the 
United  States  agents  found  the  fallen  chief,  and  that 
it  was  when  in  such  a condition,  that  they  obtained 
from  him  his  signature  to  the  treaty  of  cession, 
which,  if  he  had  been  himself,  he  would  it  is  said, 
have  been  the  last  of  the  Chippewas  to  have  so  made. 
We  sincerely  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  character  of 
our  government  that  this  statement  may  prove  to  be 
unfounded. 

The  statement  alluded  to  went  on  to  say,  that  so 
soon  as  the  other  Chippewa  chiefs  ascertained  that 
Hole-in-the-day  had  signed  away  their  lands,  they  be- 
came furious,  and  immediately  determined  to  protest 
against  the  legality  of  the  transfer.  Some  of  the 
Chippewa  chiefs  resolved  to  kill  Hole-in-the-day  for 
signing  the  treaty,  and  that  chief  found  it  necessary 
to  have  a guard  constantly  round  his  lodge  to  prevent 
them,  and  also  somewhat  to  restrain  himself  from  the 
fatal  indulgence  which  had  prostrated  him. 

Soon  after  meeting  w'ith  the  foregoing  account, 
news  reached  us  from  an  attentive  correspondent,  of 
the  death  of  Hole-in-the-day.  Whether  he  was  kil- 
led, or  literally  drank  himself  to  death  or  met  with 
an  accidental  death,  is  as  yet  uncertain.  Certain  it 
is,  that  the  principal  chief  of  the  Chippewas  has 
gone  to  the  spirit-land  before  his  tribe  was  ejected 
from  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

The  death  of  the  old  chief  may  perhaps  have  the 
effect  of  averting  warm  times  which  were  anticipa- 
ted at  the  council,  had  he  been  present.  His  son  and 
successor  is  said  to  inherit  all  the  influence  of  his 
father  over  his  band,  which  is  by  far  the  most  formi- 
dable of  the  entire  tiibe,  but  whether  he  inherits  the 
prudence,  the  calculating  foresight,  in  common  with 
the  bravery  of  his  father,  remains  to  be  demonstrated. 
For  the  latter  quality  he  is  already  distinguished, 
having  among  his  trophies  a number  of  the  scalps 
taken  by  himself  of  Indians  with  whom  the  Chippe- 
was have  been  at  war.  Unless  large  mutual  conces- 
sions are  superinduced  there  is  danger  of  a Ross  and 
Ridge  state  of  aff’airs  occurring  amongst  the  Chippe- 
v/as. 

Mr.  Verplank,  Mr.  Dix  and  Mr.  Rice,  are  the  U. 
States  commissioners  that  have  gone  on  to  hold  the 
council.  Our  latest  intelligence  states  that  Mr. 
Dix  was  detained  at  Sault  St.  Marie  by  indisposition. 
Mr.  Verplank  and  Mr.  Rice  after  spending  a short 
time  at  La  Pointe  had  proceeded  on  to  the  River  St. 
Louis. 

After  the  business  of  the  council  at  St.  Louis  river 
is  concluded  the  Indians  will  repair  to  La  Pointe,  the 
place  at  which  some  thousands  every  summer  assem- 
ble to  receive  their  annuities  from  government.  Se- 
rious apprehensions  are  entertained  at  that  place  from 
a most  unhappy  incident.  The  Indians  when  sober, 
are  not  dreaded,  but  when  intoxicated,  an  Indian  is 
apt  to  be  dangerous  especially  in  a state  of  prior  ex- 
citement. Heretofore  a verv  salutary  restrietion  has 
been  imposed.  The  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors 
has  been  strictly  prohibited  and  the  temperence  sys- 
tem has  been  efficiently  carried  out,  both  as  to  Indians 
and  whites  at  those  annual  assemblies.  On  this  occasion 
however  the  Indians  alledge  that  the  restriction  has 
been  glaringly  violated  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  and 
declare  that  they  will  drink  as  much  as  they  please, 
since  their  Father  drinks.  They  find  little  difiiculty 
in  obtaining  liquor,  for  which  they  hesitate  not  to  pay 
any  price  when  once  they  have  tasted.  There  are 
never  wanting  those  who  for  such  inducements  will 
take  the  risk  of  supplying  them.  “The  Indians  of 
the  vicinity”  says  our  correspondent  “already  go 
down  to  the  On-lo-naw-gon  and  bring  it  up.  They 
brought  up  a large  quantity  a few  days  since  to  their 
gardens  at  Bad  River,  where  most  of  the  tribe  of  this 
neighborhood  are  now  collected,  and  had  a royal 
frolic  and  fight.  Several  were  severely  wounded  and 
one  dangerously.  What  may  we  not  expect  when 
some  3 to  5000  are  gathered  together.’”  - 
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Fond  Dd  Lac. — The  Falls  of  St.  Lords  River.  So 
extensively  has  been  distributed  the  magnificent  de- 
scription of  those  falls  reeently  given  by  Mr.  Lan- 
MAN,  in  letters  written  by  him,  and  published  in  many 
of  the  principal  journals  of  the  Union,  including  the 
National  Intelligencer  at  Washington,  the  Evening 

Post  at  New  York,  &c that  it  becomes  a duty  to 

arrest  the  erroneous  impressions  which  those  publica- 
tions must  have  made.  Mr.  L.’s  descriptions  were 
romantic  not  to  say  sublime.  Amongst  other  things 
the  Fond  du  Lac  falls  are  represented  as  not  inferior 
in  grandeur  to  the  falls  of  Niagara  However  pain- 
ful the  task,  it  is  no  less  diie  to  the  cause  of  truth  to 
dispel  such  an  illusion,  although  to  do  so  involves  the 
varacity  of  the  writer  of  said  letters.  It  would 
seem  as  if  Mr.  Lanman  had  not  only  resorted  to  ex- 
tremely questionable  authority  for  descriptions  which 
he  gives  as  from  personal  inspection,  but  that  he 
must  have  indulged  his  imagination  far  beyond  any 
justifiable  latitude.  We  have  devoted  a considerable 
portion  of  this  number  to  the  publication  of  memo- 
randums taken  by  a tourist  who  has  visited  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Falls  since  Mr.  L.  left  there,  to  which 
we  refer  our  readers. 

ARMY  JOURNAL. 

Reuben  Davis,  Esq.  has  resigned  his  commission 
as  Colonel  of  the  2d  regiment  of  Mississippi  riflemen, 
in  consequence  of  impaired  health  and  the  pressure  ol 
private  alfairs. 

More  Volunteers. — A requisition  has  been  made 
on  the  Governor  of  Missouri  for  another  battalion  of 
volunteers,  to  be  employed  in  service  on  the  Plains. 
The  requisition  is  for  three  companies  of  mounted 
men,  one  company  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery. 

Tho  Washington  Union  says: — We  understand  a 
large  corps  of  Texas  Rangers,  headed  by  Jack  Hays, 
has  been  ordered  to  Vera  Cruz.  They  will  assist  in 
enabling  Gen.  Scott  to  keep  open  the  communication 
between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital.  The  General 
will  also  have  the  assistance  of  the  fine  corps  to  be 
despatched  under  Col.  Hughes,  for  a similar  purpose, 
if  it  should  be  directed  on  that  service  by  the  com- 
manding general. 

The  .i9rkaiisas  Regiment. — Eight  companies  of  the 
Arkansas  regiment  of  cavalry,  returning  from  the 
war,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d  instant. — 
They  number  but  233.  A new  company  has  been 
formed  out  of  the  regiment  for  and  during  the  war, 
consisting  of  103  men,  rank  and  file,  which  is  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Means,  formerly  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel of  the  regiment. 

Eight  companies  of  the  new  volunteers  from  In- 
diana arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d  instant,  on 
their  way  to  (he  seat  of  war.  They  arrived  in  separate 
detachments  of  fourcompanies  each,  one  commanded 
by  Col.  Gorman,  and  the  other  by  Lieut.  Col.  Du- 
mont. 

The  remains  of  Col.  Hardin  and  Capt.  Eabriskie, 
of  the  Illinois  volunteers,  and  of  Col.  Yell,  and  Capt. 
Porter,  of  the  Arkansas  volunteers,  all  of  whom  were 
amongst  the  slain  of  Buena  Vista,  have  been  convey- 
ed to  New  Orleans  by  late  arrivals  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  on  their  way  to  the  places  of  their  former 
residence. 

The  N.  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  4lh  August  says: 
The  steamship  Galveston,  Captain  Haviland,  left 
last  evening  for  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  having  on 
board  $520,000  in  specie,  for  the  quartermaster’s 
subsistence  departments.  Brevet  Col.  Miles  ofU. 
S.  infantry;  Capt.  J.  M.  Wells  and  Lieut.  O.  D. 
Wynche,  with  85  men  of  the  12th  regiment  U.  S. 
infantry;  Surgeon  Finley  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Halstead;  Capt.  Jordon,  U.  S.  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment; Drs.  Summers  Halsey,  and  McGinnis 
destined  for  hospital  service  at  Vera  Cruz,  Messrs. 
H.  Guher,  N.  V.  Lew  and  A.  H.  Hays,  went  pas- 
sengers. Seventy  nine  teamsters  and  fifty  horses 
went  down  in  her.  [JV.  O.  Bulletin,  August  4 

Enlisted  Soldiers, — Two  men,  named  George  Bur- 
nell and  James  Flemming,  absconded  from  the  schoo- 
ner St.  Mary’s,  Captain  Black,  a few  days  ago. 

Warrants  were  issued  against  them  by  Justice  Mc- 
Allister, and  put  into  the  hands  of  officer  Graham  for 
service,  who  found  the  parties  at  Fort  McHenry, 
where  they  had  enlisted  and  had  received  the  United 
States  bounty  money.  They  were  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  justice,  who  ordered  the  discharge 
ol  the  men,  deciding  that  the  case  was  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  that  par- 
lies  enlisted  in  the  service  ol  ihe  United  States  could 
only  be  brought  into  court  on  a writ  of  habeas  corpus, 

[Balt.  Sun. 

Volunteers.— Capt.  Edward  Watts,  of  Carlisle  Pa., 
has  received  official  notice  that  the  company  enrolled 
by  him  last  winter,  has  been  accepted  for  service  in 
Mexico,  and  is  ordered  to  reorganize  the  company 
immediately. 


We  learn  from  the  Indiana  Democrat  that  Brig. 
Gen.  Lane,  having  received  a reappointment,  will 
leave  home  in  a few  days  (or  the  seat  of  war.  He 
will  join  the  division  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Scott. 

Capt.  Bragg’s  battery,  to  which  belongs  the  honor 
of  having  saved  the  day  at  Buena  Vista,  was  we  un- 
derstand, discharged,  each  gnn,  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  limes  during  the  battle.  We  are  told  by 
one  whose  authority  is  unquestionable,  that  when 
the  battery  opened  upon  the  Mexican  cavalry,  as  they 
were  making  their  last  and  seemingly  overwhelming 
charge,  the  horsemen  were  so  near  that  as  the  ram- 
rods were  drawn  from  the  guns  for  the  first  fire  they 
struck  the  enemy’smen  and  horses.  The  next  dis- 
charge stayed  the  charge,  and  the  next  sent  them 
to  the  right  about.  [’New  Yor-k  Courier. 

Capt.  A.  R.  Hetzel,  of  the  army,  died  at  Louis- 
ville on  the  21st  ult.  He  had  arrived  there  but  a few 
days  previously  from  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  dischar- 
ged the  duties  of  ass  slant  quartermaster. 

Capt.  Martin  Moore,  of  the  11th  U.  S.  infantry,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  died  on  the  25lli  ultimo  on 
board  the  schooner  Velasco,  on  her  passage  from 
Tampico  to  New  Orleans. 

Ijieut.  Moore,  of  the  12lh  infantry,  died  at  the 
hospital  at  San  Francisco  on  the  17th  ultimo. 

A letter  from  Malamoros,  announces  the  death  of 
Sergeant  Yates  and  private  Buroughs,  both  of  St. 
Mary’s  county,  Md. 

Virginia  Regiment. — The  Charleston  Free  Press 
learns  by  a letter  from  the  army,  that  the  Virginia 
regiment  now  numbers  some  200  or  200  less  than 
when  it  was  mustered  into  service. 

Colonel  Doniphan  is  a native  of  Kentucky,  but  for 
the  last  twenty  years  he  has  been  a citizen  of  Mis 
souri.  As  to  talented  influence  he  is  among  the  first 
lawyers  of  the  state,  and  as  a criminal  lawyer,  he 
has,  perhaps,  no  equal  in  the  state.  His.  personal 
appearance  is  prepossessing  and  commanding;  his 
stature  is  about  six  feet  two  inches,  in  weight,  about 
tw'o  hundred  and  ten  pounds;  he  is  of  the  sanguine- 
ous, nervous  temperament,  and  is  about  the  meridian 
of  his  physical  and  mental  vigor — being  about  forty- 
four  yeafs  of  age.  — Cincinnati  Inquirer. 

Captain  Weightman. — This  young  officer,  who 
commanded  the  artillery  at  the  battle  of  Sacramento 
and  who  accompanied  Colonel  Doniphan  throughout 
his  long  march,  has  a fact  upon  which  he  may  be 
congratulated  almost  as  much  as  upon  his  gallantry 
in  battle.  An  extract  of  a letter  from  Capt.  Weight- 
man,  published  in  the  Richmond  Republican,  says: 
“I  have,  as  far  as  I am  at  this  moment  informed,  to 
congratulate  myself  upon  a circumstance  peculiar 
to  my  company.  In  a campaign  of  one  year,  march- 
ing as  we  have,  a distance  of  5000  miles,  1 have  not 
lost  a man  by  sickness  or  from  wounds  received  in 
battle.  1 will  go  home  with  my  whole  company, 
except  the  arm  of  one  man,  amputated  in  conse 
queiice  of  a wound  received  in  battle.” 

Major  Henry  Bainbridge.  The  N.  York  Courier 
says  that  a number  of  tlie  friends  of  Major  Henry 
Bainbridge  of  the  United  States  army,  have  deter- 
mined to  testify  their  appreciation  of  tiis  gallantry 
and  soldierly  conduct,  by  presenting  him  with  a 
sword  bearing  upon  it  the  names  of  the  hard  fought 
fields  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey, 
Vera  Cruz  and  Cerre  Gordo.  The  Courier  adds: — 
“VVe  notice  that  of  amount  already  subscribed, 
jitnefy/ive  dollars  are  from  ladies!  What  a tribute 
to  the  good  conduct  and  gallantry  of  the  army! — 
Coming  in  fact  from  such  a source,  the  compliment 
of  a sword  cannot  fail  to  be  doubly  acceptable  to  the 
gallant  Bainbridge,  who,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add,  is  an  eleve  of  West  Point. 

Lieutenant  Emory,  of  the  topographical  engineers, 
left  Washington  on  the  6th  of  June,  1846,  and  return- 
ed there  about  the  1st  of  May,  1847.  During  that 
lime  be  travelled  by  steam  6,500  miles,  by  land 
3,600,  rode  on  horses  and  mules  2,500  miles,  made 
3,000  astronomical  observations,  laid  out  and  assist- 
ed in  laying  out  two  forts,  and  was  engaged  person- 
ally in  one  skirmish  and  three  pitched  battles,  with 
the  enemy.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  officer 
went  out  as  chief  topographical  engineer  of  Brig. 
Gen.  Kearny,  and  was  sent  home  by  him  as  bearer 
of  despatches  from  California.  After  crossing  the 
continent,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant  General  to  the 
combined  naval  and  army  forces  that  marched  from 
San  Diego  to  the  Puebla  de  los  Angelos,  which  force 
fought  the  battle  of  the  Sth  and  9lh  ol  January.  lie 
was  in  the  charge  at  San  Pasqua),  and  one  of  the 
few  who  were  not  killed  or  W'ounded  in  that  fierce 
little  conflict  which  opened  General  Kearny’s  road 
to  the  naval  forces  m San  Diego.  When  lieutenant 
Emory  was  ordered  to  this  service,  he  vvas  just  from 
a two  years’  campaign  on  the  North  Eastern  Boun- 
dary survey.  The  scientific  manner  in  which  he 
executed  his  work  amid  the  exposures  ol  the  north 
drew  forth  the  praises  of  even  ilio  British  commis- 
sioners, and  caused  him  to  be  warmly  recommended 


for  a brevet  to  the  American  commissioner,  Mr. 
Smith,  and  by  Major  James  D.  Graham,  the  head 
of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  survey. 

Lieut.  E.  we  believe  is  at  present  on  a visit  to  his 
native  place,  and  friends  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland. 

The  price  of  a Colonel's  commission.  The  com.mis- 
sion  of  an  officer  in  the  British  army  has  a slated 
value,  just  as  much  so  as  a pound  of  butter  or  a pint 
of  beer.  If  an  officer  wished  to  leave  the  service  he 
sells  his  commission  to  the  one  next  below  him  in 
rank,  who,  on  his  resignation,  steps  into  his  shoes.  We 
learn  from  a Dublin  paper  that  ‘-Col.  Persse,  of  the 
16th  Laucers,  who  for  52  years  served  with  such 
distinction  ih  the  Peninsula,  America  and  India  has 
retired  from  the  army.  Cul.  Persse  received  eleven 
thousand  guineas  by  the  sale  of  his  commission.” 

The  Maryland  Battalion.  This  fine  corps  which 
rendezvoused  at  Fort  McHenry  under  Lieut.  Col. 
Hughes,  have  nearly  all  embarked  from  thence,  for 
Vera  Cruz.  The  transport  ship  Alexandria  took 
out  three  companies,  viz.  the  Mechanical  volunteers, 
Capt.  Brown,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  companies  of 
Captains  Henrie  and  Barry,  of  Washington.  The 
whole  are  under  the  command  of  Major  John  R. 
Kenly.  Three  other  companies,  Capt.  Degges’  of 
Washington,  the  Watson  Guards,  Captain  Dolan, 
Twiggs’ Riflemen,  Captain  Taylor,  the  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Degges,  embarked 
on  board  the  transport  ship  Napier,  Capt.  Sanford. 
The  two  vessels  carry  out  about  420  men,  a tine, 
able  bodied  set  of  troops. 

The  Washington  “f/iiion”  says — “We  learn  that 
the  battalion  of  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hughes,  raised  mainly  from  the 
District  of  Colombia  and  stale  of  Maryland,  are  un- 
der orders  for  immediate  Iransporlation  to  llie  acli\e 
seat  of  war.  It  is  intended  that  Col.  H.  shall  open 
the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jalapa,  and  to  occupy 
that  imporlant  town  for  the  purpose  of  securing  Gen. 
Scott’s  line  of  operation.  With  this  view,  the  bat- 
talion will  be  greatly  increased.  At  least  one  com- 
pany uill  be  taken  from  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania;  and 
another,  (if  its  organization  should  be  speedily  com- 
pleted), liem  Wilrniiiglon,  Delaware;  besides  a bat- 
tery ol  field  artillery  from  Bdtimore.  Other  inde- 
pendent companies  may,  perhaps,  be  added  to  it  as 
fast  as  they  are  ready,  'i'he  addition  of  a squadron  of 
mounted  men  would  be  very  desirable — thus  forming; 
in  fact,  a corps  of  what  is  called  in  European  armies, 
“eclaireurs,”  admirably  adapted  to  a guerilla  vyar- 
fare;  but  we  understand  that  there  is  some  practical 
difficulty  apprehenced  In  the  transportation  of  horses 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  for  so  long  a voyage,  which 
may  prvent  such  an  organization.  As  it  is,  it  will 
form  a beautiful  and,  we  doubt  not,  a most  efficient 
command,  well  calculated  to  do  good  service,  in 
the  organization  ol  this  force,  the  president  has,  from 
the  beginning,  taken  a deep  and  almost  paternal  in- 
terest, and  lias  a disposition  to  render  it  as  useful  as 
possible:  and  now  shows  his  continued  interest  and 
confidence  in  the  baUalion,  by  assigning  to  it  a most 
distinguished  and  honored  duly. 

it  is  announced  tlial  Mr.  John  T.  Hughes,  who 
accompanied  Colonel  Doniphan  in  his  whole  inarch 
through  Mexico,  designs  publishing  a full  and  accu- 
rate account  of  the  expedition,  it  will  be  illustrat- 
ed by  maps  and  ornamented  with  various  cuts  and 
designs,  representing  the  most  important  scenes 
of  the  present  war.  Mr.  Hughes  was  tho  author 
of  many  interesting  letters  wriilen  during  the  cam- 
paign, and  will,  no  doubt,  make  a very  inlcresiing 
book. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


REPORT  THAT  THE  CITY  OF  MEXICO  HAS  SURREN- 
DERED TO  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

By  telegraphic  despatch  from  Richmond  Va.,  re- 
ceived on  Sunday  night  last,  and  by  the  mail  which 
subsequently  arrived,  bringing  tiic  New  Orleans 
JVattonol,  of  the  31st  ult.,  all  were  elated  with  the 
idea  that  General  Scott  was  in  possession  of  the  ca- 
pital of  Mexico. 

The  JYational  alluded  to,  announced  that — “There 
is  news  in  the  city  from  the  city  ol  Mexico  as  late 
as  July  17lh.  It  came  through  by  a Mexican 
courier,  who  came  by  the  way  of  Orizaba  and  Alva- 
rado to  Vera  Cruz.  General  Scott  entered  Mexico 
on  the  17ih  of  July.  He  met  with  no  opposition  on 
his  way  from  Puebla  until  he  an  ived  at  Penon,  about 
8 miles  from  the  city.  Here  a slight  skirmish  ensued 
between  his  advance  anu  the  Mexicans,  when  the 
latter  fell  back.  The  civil  authorities  then  came 
out  to  meet  Gen.  Scott.  Stipulations  were  entered 
into  by  which  the  peisons  ar.d  properly  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Mexico  were  to  be  respected;  this  accum^ 
plished,  our  army  marched  quietly  into  the  city  of  the 
MoDiezmnas. 
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This  imporiant  news  reached  hero  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts, but  has  been  withheld  for  purposes  that  we 
do  not  understand.  The  authority  upon  which  we 
publish  it  seems  to  us  undoubted.  The  courier  that 
brought  this  news  could  come  from  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico via  Orizaba  to  V'era  Cruz  in  five  days  if  the 
weather  was  good,  seven  under  any  circumstances. 
The  Massachusetts  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  23d.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  this  allows  seven  days  for 
the  news  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  by  the  route  we  have 
stated. 

We  know  upon  the  highest  authority  that  there  is 
a letter  now  in  this  city  of  the  17th  of  July  from  the 
city  of  Mexico.  The  gentleman  who  gave  us  the 
information  has  a letter  of  the  15th,  in  which  is 
mentioned  the  preparations  of  families  about  leaving 
from  the  approach  of  the  Yankees. 

Santa  Anna  and  Canalizo  had  quarreled  about  the 
defence  of  the  city.  Canalizo  did  not  want  the  city 
injured,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  successful  resist- 
ance. He  preferred  to  meet  our  troops  in  the  plain, 
and  there  decide  the  contest.  Santa  Anna  would 
not  agree  to  this,  so  no  opposition  was  made. 

The  entrance  ol  Gen.  Scott  in  Mexico  is  a rumor. 
From  the  letter  of  the  15th  toe  know  poiitiuety  of  the 
preparation  of  the  families  in  the  city  to  move  on  the 
approach  of  Gen.  Scott,  and  of  the  quarrel  between 
Santa  Anna  and  Canalizo  as  to  the  defence  of  the 
city,  and  we  know  that  there  is  a letter  in  the  city  of 
the  17th  from  Mexico. 

The  courier  that  brought  through  the  letter  of  the 
16th  brought  news  of  Gen.  Scott’s  entering  the  city. 
We  have  no  doubt  of  the  report. 

Ottier  papers  from  N.  Orleans,  of  the  day  follow- 
ing, discredited  the  report,  and  assigned  a number  of 
reasons  for  doing  so. 

The  Picayune  concludes  an  article  by  saying: — 
“We  learn  that  a Spanish  gentleman  now  in  New 
Orleans,  who  arrived  on  the  Massachusetts,  saw 
Gen.  Scott  in  Puebla  on  the  14th  ult.  If  this  be  so, 
there  is  an  end  to  the  whole  story  at  once.” 

The  Della  of  the  same  date  copies  the  extra  of  the 
National  and  adds. 

It  seems  strange  that  this  news  should  come  by  the 
steamer  Massachusetts,  which  arrived  here  on 
Thursday  last,  and  that  up  to  this  time,  those  in  offi- 
cial correspondence  with  Gen.  Scott  should  not  be 
apprised  of  it.  Extraordinary,  however,  as  it  may 
appear,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  infor- 
mation confidently  communicated  to  ourselves,  that 
it  is  substantially  true — that  the  main  fact  of  Gen. 
Scott’s  entrance  into  the  city  of  Mexico  is  a fixed 
fact.  A few  days  and  the  statement  will  be  either 
confirmed  or  authoritatively  contradicted,  till  which 
time  our  readers  must  bide  with  what  patience  they 
best  may. 

The  La  Pulria  discredits  the  entire  statement,  and 
says  that  the  last  accounts  from  Puebla  were  to  the 
lllh,  and  that  at  the  time  General  Scott  had  made 
no  preparation.s  for  a forward  march;  yet  to  reach 
the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  17th  ult.,  he  must  have 
started  about  the  11th  or  12lh.  Knowing  that  ho 
had  no  idea  of  moving  at  that  time,  the  Palria  stig- 
matizes the  whole  account  as  preposterous  and  un 
true. 

The  Wasfiinglon  “Union"  appeared  at  first  to 
place  but  little  credit  in  the  report,  but  subsequently 
gave  a shadow  of  countenance  to  it. 

The  U nion  of  Wednesday  says: 

“A  young  lady  at  the  city  of  Mexico  is  said  to 
have  written  to  a ftlexican  in  New  Orleans,  on  the 
15lh  ult.,  that  the  families  were  quitting  the  city  in 
consequence  of  the  advance  of  the  Yankees,  and  adds 
a postscript  on  the  17tli  (by  the  courier,)  that  Gen. 
Scott  was  then  entering  the  city.  This  letter  was 
kept  back  by  the  Mexican,  from  a tender  regard  to 
the  fair  autlioiess. 

“We  understand,  too,  to-day,  that  another  letter 
has  been  received  at  the  department,  from  a high 
military  officer,  stating  that  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
from  Mexico  has  been  made  known  to  him  from  the 
most  authentic  source.” 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Tuesday 
says,  on  the  contrary: 

“A  gentleman  worthy  of  all  reliance,  informs  us 
that  he  has  seen  a gentleman  just  arrived  by  the 
steamer  Southerner,  from  Charleston,  who  in  New 
Orleans  saw  a gentleman  who  was  in  Puebla  on  the 
lllh,  and  saw  Scolt  then  there." 

El  Penon,  at  which  point  General  Scott  is  said  to 
have  met  the  Mexicans,  is  an  extinct  volcano  eight 
miles  from  the  eily  of  Mexico.  The  road  passes  be- 
tween it  and  the  great  Lake  of  Mexico. 

Meantime  the  steamer  Washington  reached  New 
Orleans  with  sometliing  like  a confirmation  of  the 
account.  She  left  Vera  Cruz  the  22d,  Tampico  the 
25lh,  and  Brazos  the  27th.  'Phe  Bee  says: 

“We  learn  by  passengers  from  Matamoros,  on 
board  the  propeller  Washington,  that  on  the  day  they 


left  Matamoros  an  express  arrived  from  the  city  of 
Mexico  with  letters  to  Mexican  merchants  of  that 
place  slating  that  General  Scott  met  the  Mexican 
army  at  Rio  Frio  and  had  a battle,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  defeated  and  totally  routed,  w'ith  a loss 
on  the  part  of  Ihe  Americans  of  300  men;  after 
which  General  Scolt,  with  his  victorious  troops,  en- 
tered and  took  possession  of  the  city  of  the  Monte- 
ziimas. 

“'Phe  news  was  publicly  read  to  the  troops  at 
Matamoros,  and  although  it  savors  somewhat  of  im- 
probability, may,  nevertheless  be  wholly  true,  for 
our  readers  will  bear  in  mind  that  of  all  Ihe  battles 
fought  and  victories  won  on  the  fields  of  Mexico,  our 
first  news  of  them  was  received  from  the  Mexican 
authority,  and  afterwards  confirmed  through  Ameri- 
can sources.  We  incline  to  the  opinion,  (though 
somewhat  doubtful)  that  our  array  under  General 
Scott  has  again  been  victorious,  and  were  then,  as 
now  in  possession  of  the  city  of  Mexico.” 

The  New  Orleans  Times  says — There  was  a vague 
report  at  the  Brazos,  when  the  Washington  left,  that 
a Mexican  express  had  reached  Matamoros,  bearing 
the  intelligence  that  Gen.  Scott  had  entered  the  city 
of  Mexico. 

The  National  publishes  the  following,  and  claims 
that  it  fully  sustains  the  account  of  its  extra. 

Brazos  St-  Logo,  July  27th. 

Sir:  I hasten  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Fischer  has 
just  arrived-fiere  from  Matamoras,  and  was  informed 
that  the  Colonel  Comnianding  had  read  on  parade 
last  evening,  that  General  Scott  had  entered  the  city 
of  Mexico  with  the  loss  of  300  men.  The  news 
was  brought  by  express  to  Matamoros,  from  San 
Fernando,  by  a Mexican  to  the  Alcalde,  and  was  gen- 
erally believed  to  be  true.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to 
the  information  having  been  imparted  to  the  troops 
at  Matamoros.  I would  have  given  you  more  par- 
ticulars, but  Mr.  Fischer  has  gone  back  two  miles,  in 
hopes  to  get  his  baggage  here  in  time  for  the 
Washington.  I cannot  give  you  more,  as  the  boat 
goes;  and  he  has  not  returned  in  time  to  go  to  New 
Orleans  in  her.  W. 

The  Vera  Cruz  correspondent  of  La  Patria,  after  men  - 
tioniug  that  no  cmnmission  of  peace  has  been  appointed  , 
stales  that  Santa  Anna  is  extremely  anxious  to  prevent 
congress  from  assembling,  in  order  that  he  may  be  ena- 
bled to  create  an  assembly  of  notables,  which  shall  take 
into  consideiatiou  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Buchanan. — 
Santa  Anna  is  presumed  to  desire  peace,  and  the  assem- 
bly will  of  course  be  a mere  puppet  that  will  move  in 
response  to  his  controlling  will.  But  before  ibis  can 
lake  place,  ibe  correspondent  is  of  opinion  that  General 
Scott  and  his  troops  will  hasten  the  negotiations  tor 
peace  by  frightening  the  Mexicans  into  terms.  Recent 
letters  from  Puebla  bring  assurances  that  the  comman- 
der in  chief  began  bis  march  towards  the  capital  on  the 
15;h,  leavi.ng  two  fortified  points  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  writer 
says  it  was  generally  believed  that  his  advanced  guard 
had  reached  Ayotla,  situated  only  eight  leagues  from  the 
city  of  Mexico.  The  correspondent  of  the  Patria  puts 
faith  in  the  rumor. 

'I'he  public  have  remained  in  suspense  ever  since  the 
publication  of  the  foregoing  iutelligehce;  each  day  rather 
weakening  tliati  strengthening  confidence  therein. — 
Many  entertained  fond  hopes  that  even  if  premature,  a 
lew  hours  more  would  realize  such  a result. 

The  following  which,  upon  what  authority  we 
know  not,  we  find  attributed  to  Col.  Wilson  Gover- 
nor of  Vera  Cruz,  is  as  late  as  anything  we  have  from 
j-hat  place. 

The  Picayune  of  the  31st  ult.  says: — 

We  are  permitted  to  make  an  extract  of  the  latest 
date  from  Vera  Cruz,  written  by  a gentleman  who 
certainly  possesses  more  than  ordinary  facilities  for 
getting  at  authentic  news.  It  shows  how  meagre 
are  the  materials  of  the  Vera  Cruz  editors  for  form- 
ing opinions  of  the  course  of  events  above.  The 
letter  is  dated: 

Vera  Cruz,  July  22,  1848. 

Gen.  Pierce,  with  his  brigade,  is  fairly  off  at  last, 
with,  I am  told,  some  3,000  men — a pretty  good 
force,  but  not  enough,  however,  to  frighten  off  the 
guerillas,  who  commenced  firing  on  them  by  the  time 
they  were  well  out  of  the  city.  The  place  is  very 
quiet  now;  all  fear  of  an  attack  seems  to  have  died 
off 

Pickett  was  ordered  by  the  quartermaster  last  Sun- 
day to  divide  off  the  quartermaster’s  men — there 
are  about  five  hundred  of  them  all — into  companies 
of  50  or  60  men  each,  and  select  a captain  and  two 
lieutenants  to  each,  in  order  that  they  might  receive 
arms.  This  was  done,  but  the  officers  would  not 
receipt  for  the  arms,  and  the  matter  seems  to  be  drop- 
ped. 

There  is  no  news  here  from  headquarters  that 
I know  of;  the  last  from  Puebla  was  up  to  the  22d 


ult.  It  was  stated  that  Gen.  Scott  would  certainly 
leave  there  on  the  15th  of  this  month  for  the  city  of 
Mexico. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  anything  from  the  interi- 
or in  an  authentic  shape;  we  have  nothing  but  rumors 
and  reports.  Everything  from  Mr.  Kendall  goes 
through  to  his  paper,  of  course,  and  whatever  comes 
to  Col.  Wilson  or  is  intended  for  the  government  does 
not  transpire  here. 

“army  of  invasion.” 

From  Ihe  JTew  Orleans  Delta,  August  3. 

LATEST  FROM  SALTILLO  AND  MONTEREY. 

It  was  our  pleasure  yesterday  to  converse  with 
Lieut.  Niles,  of  the  late  2d  regiment  of  Illinois  volun 
leers.  After  the  disbanding  of  the  regiment,  Lieut. 
N.  took  command  of  a company  of  Texan  rangers, 
whose  term  of  service  has  just  expired,  which,  for 
the  present  relieves  him  from  further  military  duty. 
He  left  the  eamp  of  Gen.  Taylor  at  Walnut  Springs, 
near  Monterey,  on  the  17th  ult.,  and  bring*  the  latest 
advices  from  that  point. 

The  health  of  all  the  troops  is  good  at  Saltillo, 
Monterey,  Cerralvo,  Mier  and  Matamoras.  Thi* 
remark  applies  to  those  recently  arrived,  as  well  as 
the  more  acclimated.  Gen.  Taylor’s  whole  com- 
mand at  the  present  time  is  about  7000  men — not 
more.  Of  these,  Gen.  Wool  has  with  him  at  Buena 
ViBta,  2900,  or  thereabout;  there  are  immediately 
under  Gen.  Taylor,  at  Monterey,  800;  and  at  Mier, 
Cerralvo  and  Matamoras,  there  are  aboet  3300. — 
I'his  statement  may  be  relied  on.  Gen.  Wool  is  im- 
patient foi  the  word — march!  forward  ta  San  Louis! 
So  is  Gen.  Taylor;  but  before  he  gives  that  word,  ho 
demands  that  a force  of  10,000  men,  all  equal  to  ac- 
tive service,  he  placed  under  his  command — say  8000 
men  to  advance  with  him,  and  2000  men  to  man  his 
garrisons.  Some  time  ago  he  believed  a larger  force 
necessary,  and,  believing  so,  he  wrote  to  the  depart- 
ment, stating  that  if  he  were  not  to  be  sent  forward, 
be  could  spare  Gen.  Scott  2000  but  if  they  were  to 
he,  he  would  require  an  aggregate  force  of  14,000 
men.  He  now  rules  the  necessary  number  at  4000 
less,  for  it  is  now  known  that  the  difficulty  of  march- 
ing to  San  Luis  Potosi,  is  no  more  than  such  as  in 
ordinary  cases  is  encountered. 

The  road  from  Camargo  to  Monterey  is  now  per- 
fectly clear,  as  indeed  is  the  whole  country  this  side 
the  mountains,  of  any  organized  or  guerilla  force. — 
Canales  and  Urrea  are  nowhere — at  least  it  is  not 
known  there  where  they  are — but  it  is  believed  that 
they  have  fallen  back,  or  advanced,  which  ever  it 
may  be  called,  towards  San  Luis  Potosi,  or  the  dis- 
trict of  the  country  between  there  and  Tampico. 

There  is  a train  of  120  wagons  constantly  employ- 
ed transporting  army  stores  from  Camargo  to  Mon- 
terey, where  a large  depot  of  provisions  is  forming, 
in  anticipation  of  the  long-looked  for  advance  move- 
ment. They  iffake  the  trip  weekly  and  are  guarded 
by  a command  of  150  men.  It  was  in  the  rear  of 
this  train,  in  one  ot  its  recent  journeys,  that  the 
pack-mules  were,  on  which  was  the  property  of  Jar- 
niver,  Kingsbury  and  others.  The  train  was  not  at- 
tacked, as  stated;  but  a vigilant  watch  not  being 
kept  on  the  rear,  the  mules,  with  their  valuable  bur- 
thens, were  spirited  away — not  by  any  regular  gue- 
rillas, but  by  prowling  robbers,  who  rob  Mexicans 
and  Americans  with  equal  indifference.  The  only 
line  of  discrimination  which  they  draw  is,  that  they 
murder  the  American  as  well  as  rob  him — whilst 
they  are  satisfied  to  let  the  Mexican  piss,  if  be  yield 
up  his  purse. 

The  Civilian  stales  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Brown,  former- 
ly of  Kentucky,  was  killed  by  Indians  within  fifteen 
miles  of  San  Antonio  a few  days  ago;  and  also,  that 
G.  K.  Lewis,  with  despatches  from  Monterey,  was 
attacked  by  some  eight  or  ten  Indians,  and  received 
a shot,  but  succeeded  in  getting  to  town. 

Troops  in  Gen.  Scott’s  Army. — We  learn  at  the 
Adjutant  General’s  office  (says  the  Union)  that  more 
than  7,000  troops  (new  regiments  and  reorganized 
companies  of  the  old)  have  been  sent  to  reinforce 
the  army  under  M J.  Gen  Scott;  and  that  official 
reports  have  been  received,  which  show  that  nearly 
5,000  have  ariived  at  Vera  Cruz  between  the  24th 
of  May  and  26th  of  June,  and  which,  we  understand, 
have  been  pushed  forward  to  join  the  advancing 
column  of  the  array  with  all  practicable  expedition. 

The  entile  force  in  advance  of  Vera  Cruz,  oper- 
ating in  the  intenor,  and  moving  in  the  direction  of 
the  capital,  exceeds  15,000.  These  are,  of  course, 
exclusive  ol  the  garrisons  at  Tampico  and  Vera 
Cruz.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  what  deduction 
should  be  made  on  account  of  the  sick;  but,  accor- 
ding to  the  best  judgment  of  military  men,  it  should 
be  pul  down  at  not  less  than  2,600;  which  would 
make  the  efficient  force  in  the  heart  of  Mexico 
about  13,000,  exclusive  of  staff'  corps,  'i'he,  army 


374 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  14,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


under  Gen.  Scott  miial  soon  be  further  increased, 
since  more  than  2,500  are  known  to  be  en  route  for 
Vera  Cruz;  amonp:  which  are  six  companies  of 
U.  S.  infantry,  and  several  companies  of  marines, 
&c.  In  addition  to  these,  a respectable  number  of 
troops,  of  an  effective  character  are  now  raising,  and 
will  be  promptly  en  route  for  Gen.  Scott’s  army. 

We  take  the  present  as  a fit  occasion  to  say  to  our 
readers,  that  we  shall  henceforth  forbear  to  make 
any  corrections  of  the  errors  and  oft  repeated  mis- 
statements of  our  forces  in  the  field,  which  appear 
in  certain  prints.  But  we  will  say,  once  for  all, 
that  the  pay  rPHs— that  infallible  test  of  numbers— 
will  show  that  the  forces  in  Mexico,  under  .Major 
General  Scott  and  Major  General  Taylor,  in  the 
month  of  July,  will  exceed  30,000. 


“army  of  occupation.” 

[Ordkrs  No.  24.] 

Headquarters,  Vera  Crux,  July  16,  1847. 

1.  Capt.  Cozzens,  the  former  authorised  comman- 
der of  American  citizens,  having  left  for  the  U. 
States  Mr.  William  S.  Tippetts  is  hereby  appointed 
captain  ofthe  corps  of  American  citizens  in  this  city, 
•which  corps  is  to  be  raised  and  organized  as  follow  s, 

^'^Every  American  citizen  not  in  the  employ  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department  in  this  city,  will  without 
delay  report  their  names  and  residences  to  said  Capt. 
W S.  Tippetts,  at  the  store  of  Humphreys,  Gray  & 
Co',  for  enrollment.  All  American  citizens  residing 
in  Vera  Cruz  will  on  the  first  alarm  immediately 
turn  out  and  repair  to  the  Governor’s  quarters,  and 
there  await  further  orders.  Any  person  failing  to 
comply  with  Ihis  order,  either  as  to  organizing  or 
turning  out,  shall,  on  conviction,  ("unless  a good  and 
Bufficient  excuse  be  offered)  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  first  vessel  going  to  the  U.  States, 

'2.  In  the  event  of  an  alarm,  which  will  be  known 
by  the  discharge  of  a single  gun,  all  Mexican  men, 
women  and  children,  (watchmen  included)  residing 
in  town,  will  repair  to  the  northern  end  of  the  city 
in  rear  of  Fort  Conception,  where  they  will  be  se- 
cure from  injury. 

A At  a signal  from  the  town,  the  guns  of  the 
castle  will  open  a fire  upon  the  city. 

4.  Captains  of  vessels  in  the  harbor  are  requested, 

in  case  of  an  assault,  to  repair  with  a part  of  their 
crews  to  Forts  Santiago  and  Conception,  as  they 
inay  be  nearest.  , , , 

5.  Any  inhabitant  of  the  town  found  to  be  acting 
in  concert  with  the  enemy  will  be  immediately  ar- 
rested and  dealt  with  either  at  the  moment  or  af- 
terwards, as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

By  order  of  Col.  Wilson. 

B.  H.  Arthur,  adjutant. 


[Orders  No.  25  ] 

Headquarters,  Vera  Crux,  /u/i/19,  1847. 

1.  Article  second  of  orders  No.  24  is  amended  to 
read:  In  the  event  of  an  alarm,  which  will  be  known 
by  the  discharge  of  a single  gun,  all  Mexicans,  men, 
women  and  children,  (watchmen  included)  residing 
in  town,  will  repair  to  the  northern  end  of  Fort 
Conception;  and  all  neutral  foreigners  to  the  Mole, 
and  the  space  between  the  water’s  edge  and  the 
custom  house,  where  they  will  be  secure  fromin  jury. 

2.  Shopkeepers  and  all  unauthorised  persons  in 
this  city,  having  macbites  swords  or  other  weapons 
that  may  be  used  in  the  destruction  of  life,  are 
hereby  prohibited  from  selling,  or  in  any  manner 
transferring  them  to  the  Mexican  population,  but 
will  have  them  immediately  boxed,  marked  with  the 
name  of  the  owner,  and  delivered  over  to  Ite  col- 
lector, Mr.  Dimond,  for  safe  keeping. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Wilson. 

VV.  L.  Critteeden,  JlcVg.  %9ss't.  t^dj.  Gen. 


“army  of  the  north.” 

Major  Edmonson  at  the  battle  of  Grand 
Canon.  A correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Republican,  dated  Camp  near  Santa  Clara  Spring- 
New  Mexico,  June  16th,  1847,  says--“Having  heard 
that  a garbled  and  incorrect  version  of  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Grand  Canon  of  Red  River,  of  the  26ih 
May  last,  had  reached  Santa  Fe  through  persons 
ignorant  of  the  affair,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  design- 
ing individuals,  calculated  to  prejudice  the  public 
mind  against  the  commanding  officer  on  that  oc- 
casion; and  supposing  that  such  reports  might  reach 
your  city— as  lalsehood  takes  wings,  whilst  truth  is 
the  emblem  of  sloth — and  knowing  that  the  person 
referred  to  is  a member  of  your  community,  I feel  it 
my  duty,  as  the  officer  second  in  command  on  that 
occasion,  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  in  reference 
to  the  matter.  . 

“1  was  the  first  man  to  enter  the  canon,  being  at 
(he  head  of  a small  spy  party,  the  Major  taking  the 
precaution  to  reconnoitre  the  canon  before  entering 
with  his  troops.  1 was  near  his  side  during  the 


whole  engagement,  heard  every  order  given,  and 
executed  them  to  the  best  of  my  ability — believing 
them  then,  as  I do  now,  conceived  in  wisdom  and 
calmness;  and  I positively  assert,  that  he  entered  the 
canon  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  (they  marching  ne- 
cessarily in  single  file);  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  battle,  although  he  ordered  the  troops  to 
dismount  and  take  advantage  of  the  rocks,  which 
was  done,  he  himself . disdained  to  take  any  such 
advantage,  remaining  on  his  horse  during  the  fight, 
in  the  most  exposed  part  of  the  field,  elosely  noticing 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  calmly  directing 
the  operations  of  our  little  army. 

After  fighting  as  long  as  we  had  daylight  and  am- 
munition, and  it  became  necessary  to  leave  the  ca- 
non for  the  time,  the  Major  brought  up  the  rear; 
was  amongst  the  last  to  cross  the  river,  and  the 
very  last  out  of  the  canon,  it  being  then  dark. 

On  the  day  after  the  battle,  the  Major  urged  the 
propriety  of  returning  into  the  canon,  in  which  I 
concurred,  but  was  overruled  by  a majority  of  the 
officers,  who  urged  the  want  of  sufficient  ammuni- 
tion. 

After  we  re-entered  the  canon,  we  found  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  it  on  the  night  after  the  battle, 
in  great  haste  and  confusion;  and  1 am  fully  con- 
vinced that  if  we  had  returned  to  the  canon  next 
day,  as  Major  Edmonson  wished,  that  we  would 
have  overtaken  the  enemy  in  the  plains,  have  com- 
pletely vanquished  them,  and  recovered  all  the  ani- 
mals. 1 feel  it  due  to  slate  that  upon  a second 
entrance  into  the  canon,  having  time  to  examine 
the  locality  and  circumstances  which  surrounded  u=, 
1 am  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  prudence  and 
wisdom  of  Major  Edmonson’s  orders;  and  concur 
fully  In  the  opinion  I have  more  than  once  heard 
expressed  by  Captain  Robertson,  who  was  third  in 
command  on  that  occasion,  that  the  affair  could  not 
have  been  better  managed,  or  possibly  result  more 
favorably  to  the  American  arms,  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Major  Edmonson  is  justly  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  his  country,  and  the  highest  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  for  the  coolness  and  wisdom  displayed  by 
him  during  the  engagement,  as  also  for  the  energy 
with  which  he  pursued  the  enemy  during  their  re- 
treat. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  time,  the  train 
having  already  left,  1 am  under  the  necessity  of 
making  the  foregoing  statement  rather  in  form  of 
certificate  than  letter;  and  for  the  same  reason,  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Major’s  official  report  for 
the  particulars  connected  with  the  battle. 

Yours  respectfully,  John  Holliway, 

Copt.  Co.  C.  2d  Reg't  Mo.  Mtd  Rifles. 

A letter  from  an  intelligent  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Vera  Cruz,  July  23,  1847,  says — “I  was  in 
hopes,  by  this  time  there  would  be  something  de- 
finitive, or  that  we'bad  arrived  nearer  peace;  but  as 
yet  no  commissioners  have  been  appointed,  and  the 
government  have  removed  to  a place  further  south. 
7'hey  will  make  a show  of  defence  at  Mexico,  but 
Gen.  Scott  will  march  in.  Our  last  dates  from  him 
were  to  the  10th  inst.  He  v^as  then  to  move  on  the 
15th;  and  if  he  did,  he  must  be  now  in  the  city. — 
Generals  Pillow  and  Cadwallader,  and  all  the  train, 
had  reached  him,  and  his  number  was  12,000.  1 

see  no  other  way  or  prospect  of  peace  than  for  the 
peace  party,  (and  it  is  composed  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  the  belter  portion  of  the  community),  to  form 
an  anti-Santa  Anna  and  anli-monarchical  parly  under 
the  auspices  and  protection  of  the  American  army; 
and  by  the  lime  this  new  government  is  well  and 
firmly  established,  and  finished  its  negotiations  with 
us,  it  will  have  gained  such  strength  and  popularity, 
as  will  enable  it  to  witbstaud  the  other  parties  com- 
bined, and  then  the  landing  of  our  troops  on  the  sand 
hills  of  Mexico  will  prove,  (comparatively  spe.  kirig) 
as  great  a blessing  to  this  poor  distracted  nation  as 
the  landing  of  our  forefathers  did  to  our  happy  land; 
for,  for  the  last  ten,  yea  twenty  years,  one  revolu- 
tion lias  followed  another  as  quick  as  the  thunder 
follows  the  lightning — nothing  sale,  and  never  tran- 
quil. 

“The  guerillas  have  augmented  since  you  left. — 
I'be  south  and  the  north  have  combined,  and  they  I 
have  threatened  us  that  they  would  come  in. 

“Com.  Perry  had  some  60  or  70  sick,  and  has  gone 
to  Tabasco,  1 think,  to  lake  his  men  from  that  sickly 
river.”  [PVashington  Union. 

The  Vera  Cruz  flreo  L is  of  the  14th  ult.  copies 
several  Hemes  from  the  Botetin  de  Moticias,  a new 
Mexican  paper  published  at  Jalapa.  The  Boletin 
of  the  6th  says  that  a Mexican,  acting  as  a spy  for 
the  Americans,  was  that  day  arrested  in  the  vicinity 
of  Jalapa,  and  was  speedily  to  be  tried. 

'I'he  public  of  Jalapa  were  clamorous  against  the 
spy,  charging  him  with  having  killed  two  Indians  in 


that  town  just  before  he  was  taken.  Upon  the  spy 
were  found  twenty  five  or  thirty  letters;  among  them 
various  articles  for  the  papers  of  the  United  States, 
(newspaper  correspondence  we  lake  it.)  The  letters 
generally  were  said  to  contain  exaggerated  accounts 
of  the  encounter  at  La  Hoya,  representing  that  the 
guerrilla  force  was  two  thousand  strong,  and  lost  70 
killed,  twice  that  number  wounded,  and  a considera- 
ble number  of  prisoners;  the  Americans  having  only 
eight  horses  lost,  and  one  soldier  slightly  wounded. 
The  Boletin  of  Jalapa  says  this  is  absolutely  ridicu- 
lous that  every  body  knows  that  the  loss  of  the 
Americans  exceeded  thirty  men;  that  the  guerrillas 
lost  only  seven  or  eight,  and  that  their  whole  force 
was  about  seven  hundred  only.  The  Boletin  makes 
this  statement  to  prevent  people  at  a distance  from 
being  misled. 

Among  the  letters  found  on  the  spy  was  one  from 
Gen.  Pillow,  written  in  pencil  twenty  miles  beyond 
Perote,  with  instructions  for  Gen.  Price.  It  repre- 
sented that  the  men  were  dying  on  an  average  of 
eight  a day  in  Perote,  and  gives  some  other  details 
which  the  Boletin  deems  it  imprudent  to  print  — 
According  to  this  authority,  all  the  letters  agreed 
that  the  person  arrested  was  a courier,  and  some 
made  him  a spy.  The  letter  to  Gen.  Pierce  repre- 
sented that  he  was  the  same  person  who  had  pre- 
viously taken  a letter  from  Gen.  Pillow  to  Perote, 
and  that  he  would  return  with  letters  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  garrison  of  Perote.  [Picayune. 

CALIFORNIA. 

GEN.  KEARNY’S  PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  People  of  California. 

Translated  from  the  Diario  del  Gobierno  (city  of 
Mexico)  of  the  25th  of  June. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales  having  devolv- 
ed upon  the  undersigned  the  civil  government  of  Ca- 
lifornia, he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  as  far  as  possible 
the  interests  of  the  country  and  well  being  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  by  the  president  to 
respect  and  to  protect  the  religious  institutions  of 
California,  to  take  care  that  the  religious  rights  of 
its  inhabitants  are  secured  in  the  most  ample  man- 
ner, since  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates  al- 
lows to  every  individual  the  privilege  of  worshipping 
his  Creator  in  whatever  manner  his  conscience  may 
dictate. 

The  undersigned  is  also  instructed  to  protect  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  quiet  and  peaceable  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  whether  foreign  or  domes- 
tic; and  now  assuring  the  Californians  that  his  incli- 
nations, no  less  than  his  duly,  demand  the  fulfilment 
of  these  instructions,  he  invites  them  to  use  their  best 
(flbrls  to  preserve  order  and  tranquility,  to  promote 
harmony  and  concord,  and  to  maintain  the  authority 
and  efficacy  of  the  laws. 

It  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  the  United  States 
to  procure  for  California  as  speedily  as  possible  a 
free  government,  like  that  of  their  own  territories, 
and  they  will  very  soon  invite  the  inhabitants  to  ex- 
ercise the  rights  of  fri  o citizens,  in  the  choice  of 
their  own  representatives,  who  may  enact  such  laws 
as  they  deem  best  adapted  to  Iheir  interests  and  well 
being.  But  until  this  takes  place,  the  laws  actually 
in  existence,  which  are  not  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales,  will  continue  in  force 
until  they  are  revoked  by  competeiit  authority;  and 
persons  in  the  exercise  of  public  employment  will 
for  the  present  remain  in  them,  provided  they  swear 
to  maintain  the  said  constitution  and  faithfully  to 
discharge  Iheir  duties. 

The  undersigned  by  these  presents  absolves  a 11 
the  inhabitants  of  California  of  any  farther  alle- 
giance to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  regards  them 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Those  who  re- 
main quiet  and  peaceable  w ill  be  respected  and  pro- 
tected in  their  rights;  but  should  any  lake  up 
arms  against  the  government  of  this  territory,  or 
join  such  as  do  so,  or  instigate  others  to  do  so — all 
these  he  will  regard  as  enemies,  and  they  will  he 
treated  as  such. 

When  Mexico  involved  the  United  States  in  war, 
the  latter  had  not  time  to'  invite  the  Californians  to 
join  their  standard  as  friends,  but  found  themselves 
compelled  to  lake  possession  of  the  country  to  pre- 
vent its  falling  into  the  hands  of  some  European  pow- 
er. In  doing  this  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  excesses, 
some  unauthorised  acts  were  committed  by  persons 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence some  of  the  inhabitants  have  sustained 
losses  in  their  property.  'I'hese  losses  shall  be  duly 
investigated,  and  those  who  are  entitled  to  indemni- 
fication shall  receive  it. 

For  many  years  California  has  suffered  great  do- 
mestic convulsions;  from  civil  wars,  like  poisoned 
fountains,  have  flowed  calamity  and  pestilence  over 
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this  beaiiliful  region.  These  fountains  are  now  dried 
up;  the  stars  and  stripes  now  float  over  California, 
and  as  long  as  the  sun  shall  shed  its  light  they  will 
continue  to  wave  over  her,  and  over  the  natives  of 
the  country,  and  over  those  who  shall  seek  a do 
micil  in  her  bosom;  and  under  the  protection  of 
this  flag  agriculture  must  advance,  and  the  arts  and 
sciences  will  flourish  like  seed  in  a rich  and  fertile 
soil. 

Americans  and  Californians!  from  henceforth  one 
people.  Let  us  then  indulge  one  desire,  one  hope; 
let  that  be  for  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  our  coun- 
try. Let  us  unite  like  brothers,  and  mutually  strive 
for  the  improvement  and  advancement  of  this  our 
beautiful  country,  which  within  a short  period  cannot 
fail  to  be  not  only  beautiful,  but  also  prosperous  and 
happy. 

Given  at  Monterey,  capital  of  California,  this  1st  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1847,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  71st. 

S.  W.  KEAIINY,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A., 
and  Governor  of  California. 


BLOCKADE  ON  THE  PACIFIC. 

Com.  Biddle. — As  we  expected,  (says  the  New 
Orleans  Bulletin,)  Com.  Biddle,  on  taLng  command 
on  the  Pacific,  has  at  once  commenced  reforming 
some  of  the  arrangements  of  the  great  governor  and 
commander  in  chief,  Capt.  Stockton.  His  first  act 
was  to  annul  the  paper  blockade,  and  to  establish 
such  blockades  as  he  could  maintain  by  an  actual 
force,  agreeably  to  the  system  always  advocated  by 
the  United  States,  they  having  invariably  resisted 
these  nominal  blockades  established  by  Great  Britain 
in  her  former  wars.  [dVaf.  Int. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  Commodore  Biddle’s 
order: 

“The  blockade  ‘of  all  the  ports,  harbors,  bays, 
outlets,  and  inlets  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  south 
of  San  Diego,’  declared  by  Com.  Stockton,  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  on  the  19th  day  of  August 
last,  is  hereby  annulled. 

“fn  virtue  of  authority  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  I do  hereby  declare  the  ports  of  Ma- 
zatlan  and  Guaymas,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico, 
to  be  in  a stale  of  blockade;  and,  with  the  view  to 
the  strict  enforcement  thereof,  competent  force  will 
be  stationed  before  the  blockaded  ports  at  as  early  a 
period  as  practicable. 

“Neutral  vessels  lying  in  either  of  the  blockaded 
ports  will  be  permitted  to  retire  twenty  days  from 
and  after  the  commencement  of  the  blockade 

“Given  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Columbus, 
at  Monterey,  this  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1847. 

“JAMES  BIDDLE, 

“Commanding  the  United  States  squadron  in  the 
Pacific.’’ 

From  Santa  Fe  and  the  Plains.  The  Jederson 
(Mo.)  Enquirer,  of  the  3d  ult.  publishes  a letter  from 
Lieut.  Eastin,  of  the  Cole  county  infantry,  dated  at 
independence,  where  he  arrived  on  the  23d  ult.  He 
left  Santa  Fe  on  the  21sl  of  June,  and  was  thirty 
two  days  on  tiie  route.  A portion  of  the  company 
had  been  discharged;  the  remainder  were  yet  in  the 
service,  and  would  be  mustered  out  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. Lieut.  E istin  left  the  command  at  the  Little 
Arkansas,  two  hundred  and  ten  miles  from  Indepen- 
dence, all  making  very  good  progress. 

Capt.  Augney,  who  commanded  company  A,  was 
left  at  Santa  Fe.  So,  also,  was  Lieut.  Irvine,  who 
had  not  recovered  from  his  wound.  He  had  suffered 
much,  and  it  was  apprehended  that  he  might  be  a 
cripple  for  life. 

Every  tiling  was  quiet  at  Santa  Fe.  The  country 
was  rile  witti  rumors  of  revolution  and  rebellion,  but 
no  confidence  was  to  be  placed  in  them.  The  people 
of  Taos  were  said  to  be  discontented  and  restless,  but 
Lieut.  Col.  Willock  had  returned  from  his  expedition 
to  the  Red  River  Canon,  and  would  soon  quiet  all 
dissensions.  No  news  had  been  received  of  any 
troops  being  ordered  to  Santa  Fe,  and  Col.  Price 
was  in  perlect  ignorance  of  what  the  Government 
intended  doing  in  this  matter.  He  was  discharging 
his  men,  or  sending  them  back  as  fast  as  their  tune 
expired.  'Phe  other  company  of  the  infantry  battalion 
was  to  be  discharged  on  the  27th  of  Jutie,  and  Capt. 
Deni’s  and  Capt.  Fisiier’s  companies  in  two  or  three 
days  thereafler.  They  were  to  start  for  home  on 
the  1st  of  July,  and  Col.  Price’s  force  in  Santa  Fe 
would  then  be  very  small.  He  intended  to  call 
Willock’s  battalion  horn  Taos,  and  the  two  companies 
of  dragoons  from  Aluuquerque,  and  to  concentrate 
his  wtiole  force  at  Santa  Fe. 

Lieut.  Eastin  was  attacked  on  the  4th  of  July  by 
the  Indians.  I’liey  came  on  him  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  when  he  least  expected  them,  and  succeeded  in 
Inking  one  mule  and  killing  another.  Judge  Brown, 
at  the  game  time,  lost  sevenleeii  oxen.  Mexicans 


were  engaged  in  this  party,  and  the  second  day 
thereafter  a number  of  them  came  into  the  camp, 
who  were  recognised  as  being  from  Taos.  They 
made  profession  of  friendship,  and  said  they  were 
hunting  buflalo. 

The  day  before  Lieut.  E.  arrived  at  Pawnee  Fork, 
a Government  train  of  wagons  was  attacked,  and 
the  Indians  captured  twenty  oxen,  and  killed  a negro 
man  belonging  to  Moses  Payne,  of  Boon  county, 
within  150  yards  from  the  camp.  A white  man  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  his  life. 

The  Indians  are  congregated  in  large  numbers  on 
the  Arkansas,  and  commit  their  depredations  with 
impunity.  It  is  high  time,  Lieut.  Eastin  thinks,  that 
the  Government  was  taking  some  steps  to  protect 
lier  citizens  and  herself  from  these  repealed  outrages. 
Mr.  Hayden  in  charge  of  a Government  train  of 
wagons,  had  lost  two  hundred  head  of  oxen. 

Lieut.  Love  was  met  eight  miles  this  side  of  the 
crossings  of  the  Arkansas,  going  on,  on  the  10th  of 
July.  The  infantry  battalion  under  Col.  Easton, 
and  Capt.  McNair’s  dragoons,  were  met  at  Pawnee 
Fork,  with  a large  tram  of  wagons.  Four  companies 
of  Col.  Ralls’  regiment  were  met,  on  the  20th,  at 
Cotton  Wood  Fork — Capt.  Simmons’  and  Smithson’s 
companies,  a few  miles  beyond  Council  Grove,  on 
the  21st.  Capt.  Simonds  was  at  the  Grove  very  sick, 
though  getting  belter.  The  Ralls  county  company 
was  met  at  Council  Grove;  and  next  day  met  four 
companies  of  the  Illinois  regiment,  eleven  miles  this 
side  of  the  Grove.  Soon  after,  three  other  companies 
of  same  regiment  at  Willow  Springs.  Some  seven 
or  eight  of  the  company  remained  at  Santa  Fe. — 
The  others  were  expected  to  reach  Jefferson  City 
about  the  present  lime,  after  an  absence  of  thirteen 
months. 

Indian  hostilities  on  the  Arkansas.  A letter  to 
the  Missouri  Republican,  dated  at  Caches,  on  the 
Arkansas  river,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  says — “For  four 
days  past  we  have  been  greatly  molested  by  the 
Inuians  of  the  Cainanche  and  Arapaho  tribes.  We 
fought  them  twice.  In  the  first  engagement  we 
wounded  one,  and  in  the  last,  which  look  place  this 
morning,  wc  killed  four  and  wounded  six  or  eight. 

“They  succeeded  this  morning  in  running  off  six 
Government  mules  of  a train  under  charge  of  Mr. 
Smitli,  of  St.  Louis.  Day  before  yesterday  about 
lour  hundred  Indians  made  several  attempts  to  take 
possession  of  the  fort  recently  erected  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Mr.  Sloan,  who  has  charge  of  it,  had  with 
him  nine  men  and  a cannon,  whicli  did,  however, 
great  execution.  They  killed  fifteen  Indians  and 
wounded  Ihiity  or  forty.  Mr.  Sloan  lost  three  men 
— Johnson,  ol  Independence,  Roy,  of  Lexington, 
and  Nagle,  of  Liun  county.  They  went  out  of  the 
fort  and  were  killed  three  hundred  yards  from  it. 
The  Indians  scalped  them. 

“As  It  would  not  be  advisable  for  less  than  fifty 
men  to  remain  in  the  fort,  Mr.  Sloan  has  concluded 
to  abandon  it  and  to  go  to  Santa  Fe  wilii  his  men  and 
cannon.” 


STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 


Maine. — The  ^'Democratic''  slate  convention,  met  at 
Augusta  a few  days  since  and  appointed  Hon.  Han- 
nibal Hamlin  and  Charles  Holden,  esq.,  delegates  at 
large  to  the  national  convention  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  president  and  vice  president. 

^ whig  slate  convention,  was  held  at  Augusta  on 
the  21si  July,  at  which  David  Bronson  was  unani- 
mously nominated  as  their  candidate  for  governor  of 
the  slate  at  the  September  election.  It  was  voted 
inexpedient  to  appoint  state  delegates  to  the  whig 
national  convention  for  the  nomination  of  the  next 
president,  but  a vote  was  passed  declaring  that  the 
convention  was  in  favor  of  a national  convention  for 
the  nomination  of  whig  candidates  for  president  and 
vice  president,  and  recommending  that  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  full  representation  of  the 
stale  in  such  a body.  A series  of  resolutions  vveie 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  war,  with  great  unanimity. 

Portland — Trade  and  travel. — Six  steamboats  ar- 
rived at  Portland  on  Wednesday,  with  ],II4  passen- 
gers; 400  from  Boston,  215  from  the  Kennebec,  164 
Irom  the  Penobscot,  and  235  from  St.  Johns  and 
Easlport.  In  addition  to  these  arrivals,  there  were 
in  the  cars,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  between  400 
and  500  passengers,  besides  the  number  brought  in 
Irom  the  country  by  some  half  dozen  stage  lines. 

The  blueberry  trade. — Quite  an  extensive  business 
is  now  going  on  among  Hie  blueberry  merchants  in 
this  city  and  Boston.  A gentleman  informs  us  that 
he  knew  of  two  hundred  bushels  ol  these  berries 
that  were  carried  to  Boston  by  the  express  train  on 
Monday;  how  many  more  were  taken  by  the  same 
train,  he  would  not  atlempl  to  say. 

[Portland  Advertiser- 


Vermont — Jfominations. — State  conventions  of 
both  political  parties  assembled  at  Montpelier  on 
the  7lh  July. 

The  adminislration  convention  nominated  Paul 
Dillingham,  of  Waterbury,  late  member  of  congress 
from  the  4th  (or  Montpelier)  district,  for  governor. 
Mr.  D.  was  a candidate  for  the  same  office  in  1840. 

The  whig  convention  nominated  Horace  Eaton,  of 
Enosburg,  for  re-election  as  governor;  Leonard  Sar- 
geant,  of  Manchester,  as  lieutenant  governor,  and 
George  Howes,  esq.,  of  Montpelier,  for  treasurer. 

New  York. — Whig  state  convention — The  whig 
slate  central  committee  have  issued  a call  for  a whig 
state  convention,  to  be  held  at  Syracuse  on  the  6th 
October,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates 
for  the  oflices  of  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  at- 
torney general,  treasurer,  state  engineer  and  survey- 
or, canal  commissioners,  and  inspectors  of  state  pri- 
sons. 

Utica  woollen  factory. — From  350,000  to  375,000 
lbs., of  fleece  wool  is  required  annually  for  manufac- 
turing by  this  company,  at  a cost  generally  of  about 
^125,000.  The  cloth  manufactured  daily  exceeds 
450  yards.  The  quantity  of  goods  sold  each  year 
will  amount  to  upward  of  $300,000— whereas  the 
cost  of  building,  machinery,  lots,  &c.  does  not  ex- 
ceed $75,000,  the  whole  of  the  machinery,  being 
now  in  full  operation.  The  wool  purchased  since 
1st  June  last  by  the  company,  is  about  384,000  lbs. 
costing  about  $115,000. 

Pennsylvania. — Finances — The  state  treasurer 
has  not  only  paid  off  the  temporary  loan  which  he 
obtained  to  meet  the  payment  which  fell  due  upon 
the  slate  bonds  on  the  1st  of  February  last,  and 
promptly  met  the  payment  which  fell  due  on  the  1st 
August— but  has  something  over  $300,000  in  hands 
after  doing  so. 

Virginia. — A special  election  for  a stale  senator  took 
place  in  the  Abingdon  district,  on  the  8th  ult.  H. 
S.  Kane  (adm.)  was  elected,  beating  H.  Gray,  (w.) 
by  a decided  majority.  As  this  result  wag  confi- 
dently expected,  there  was  but  a small  vote  taken. 

South  Carolina.— Cullcge  of  Charleston— A paper 
in  Charleston  says:  “Now  by  St.  Paul  the  work  goes 
bravely  on.”  An  additional  subscription  of  $1,000 
has  been  raised  to  the  fund  for  establishing  a new 
professorship  in  the  college  of  Charleston.  We 
would  mention  the  name  of  the  donor,  did  it  not  be- 
long to  one  of  that  class,  who 

“Do  good  by  stealth  and  blush  to  find  it  fame.’’ 
Verily  the  college  subscription  is  a rolling  ball,  and 
likely  to  excite  a general  emulation  to  give  it  in- 
creased momentum  and  volume.  We  are  gratified 
also  to  be  able  to  record  another  act  of  liberality  to 
this  domestic  seminary.  The  department  of  natural 
philosophy  has  been  enriched  with  a fine  telescope, 
which  cost  at  least  $500,  the  generous  gift  of  Wil- 
liam Lucas,  esq.,  of  Cannonsborough. 

Louisiana. — Second  congressianal  district — Whig 
nominations — and  resolutions  nominating  Gen'l  Taylor. 
The  convention  met  on  the  2d  inst.  All  the  parish- 
es, except  St.  John  the  Baptist,  represented.  M.  J. 
Gareia,  presided.  On  the  first  ballot  for  represen- 
tative, Mr.  Thibodeaux  and  Mr.  Conrad  each  re- 
ceived 15  votes,  and  there  was  one  blank.  On  the 
2d  ballot  M.  Thibodeaux  16  voles,  a majority,  and 
was  unanimously  nominated  as  the  candidate. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  afterwards  reported 
and  amongst  others  the  following,  which  were  adop- 
ted unanimously,  “amtd  enthusiastic  cheers” — so 
says  the  Bee. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  the 
whigs  of  this  congressional  district  yield  to  no  portion  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  in  their  earnest  prayers  and  ardent 
wishes  for  the  success  and  glory  of  the  American  arms. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  distinguished  bravery  in  the 
modest  bearing,  the  upright  honesty  of  character,  devot- 
ed patriotism,  and  enure  freedom  from  petty  jealousy  of 
his  fellow  officers,  we  recognize  in  Gen.  Zachary  Tay- 
lor, a man  worthy  to  be  classed  with  the  glorious  spirits 
that  worked  the  revolution  of  “’76.’’ 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  whigs  of  the  second  congressional 
disirict,  desiring  to  bring  the  administration  of  the  gen- 
et al  government  back  to  its  pure  and  republican  days, 
when  an  affirmative  answer  to  the  questions,  “is  he 
honest,”  “is  he  capable?”  were  the  first  recommenda- 
tions to  office,  and  desiring  to  render  to  distinguished 
merits  and  services,  the  distinguished  acKnowiedgement 
of  high  office,  present  to  the  people  ol  the  district,  the 
name  of  Zachary  Taylor,  and  ask  their  hearty  co-oper- 
ation in  placing  him  in  the  highest  office  known  to  our 
constitution,  as  the  man  best  calculated,  “by  a strict  oh- 
servawce  of  the  constitution,”  to  “make  us  most  pros 
perous  at  home,  and  most  respected  abroad.” 

Ohio. — State  debt. — The  Akron  Beacon  says: — It  jg 
proposed  to  make  some  movement  towards  paying  o^" 
the  public  debt  of  the  state.  It  now  amounts  to 
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^19,556,260,  and  the  interest  to  $1,624,260.  The 
fund  commissioners  propose  a plan  that  is  feasible. 
The  surplus  revenue  will  reduce  the  debt  to  $16,- 
263,319.  A tax  of  25  cents  on  each  $1,000  of  the 
present  taxable  property  would  raise  $100,000  a 
year;  add  this  to  the  sinking  fund,  with  other  means 
already  provided,  and  the  debt  would  be  paid  in  35 
years. 

Illinois.— /State  debt — The  governor  has  laid  the  fol- 
lowing statement  thereof  before  the  constitutional  con- 
vention: 

Outitanding  debt  of  Illinois. — Bank  and  internal  im- 


provement bonds  ® 1,075,000 

Internal  improvement  bonds  3,644,000 

Sterling  bonds  594,000 

State  house  bonds  92,000 

Internal  improvement  scrip  655,000 

"Wiggins  loan  100,000 

Due  State  bank  of  111.,  Aug.  14,  1845,  85,360 


$6,245,380 

Interest  on  same  July  1, 1845,  to  July  1, 1847,  2,248,372 


Toual  $3,493,762 

Deduct. — Taken  up,  of  bonds  and 
scrip  $117,671 

On  sale  of  railroad  21S00 

For  settlement  with  McAllister  & ^ 

Stebbina,  interest  bunds,  scrip,  * 

&c.  190,000  = 328,771 


$8,1«1,981 

Total  amount  of  canal  debt  up  to  Dec.  1, 

1846,  including  interest,  $6,009,187  57 

Recapitulation.— Internal  improvement 
debt,  &c.  8,162,981  00 

Canal  debt  (exclusive  of  the  new  canal 
loan,  $1,600,000)  6,009,186  57 

Deduct  amount  paid  as  interest  on  pre- 
sent debt  131,550  35 


Total  $14,042,618  22 

Total  amount  of  school,  college,  and  se- 
minary funds  870,202  33 

The  convention  have  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  the 
S5th  ult. 


Indiana  State  Bonds. — J.  F.  D.  Lamiere,  Esq., 
of  Indiana,  goes  out  in  the  Caledonia — appointed  by 
the  proper  authorities  of  that  stale— under  the  recent 
acts  for  adjusting  the  public  debt.  He  will  exchange 
new  stocks  of  the  state  for  the  old  bonds,  with  such 
of  the  bondholders  in  Europe  as  have  not  already 
surrendered  in  this  country,  thus  saving  to  them  the 
risk  and  expanse  of  transmission  of  bonds  across 
the  Atlantic;  eight  and  a half  millions  of  bonds  out 
of  some  eleven  millions  having  already  been  sur- 
rendered here.  Mr.  Lamiere  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Indiana,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  mission;  bis  appointment  is  good  evidence  of  the 
desire  of  the  people  and  authorities  that  every  facil- 
ty  shall  be  furnished  her  distant  creditors. — Courier 
!f  Enquirer. 


Michigan. — Stale  debt  and  finances.  The  New 
York  Tribune  says  that  the  funds  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  debt  of  Michigan  due  in  January  next  is  now 
on  hand,  and  that  Michigan  will  then  wheel  into  the 
line  of  interest  paying  states.  The  debt  on  the  1st 
of  January  last,  including  interest,  was  reduced  to 
$1,987,140  by  the  sale  of  the  central  and  southern 
railroads,  eosting  $3,343,284,  for  payment  of  interest 
after  January  next.  The  purchasers  of  the  road  are 
to  pay  a tax  of  | percent,  on  their  capital  until  1851, 
and  after  that  time  a tax  of  J per  cent,  on  all  their 
property.  It  is  estimated  that  in  1852  this  tax  will 
be  $52,500,  leaving  but  $57,500  to  be  collected  by 
general  tax,  about  equal  to  a mill  on  the  dollar  of 
the  laxablas  in  the  state.  The  debt  will  also  be 
decreased  by  the  sale  of  lands,  &o.  belonging  to 
the  state,  valued  at  over  $600,000,  for  which  state 
indebtedness  will  be  received. 

Slate  Scrip — The  stale  treasurer  has  given  notice 
that  treasury  notes,  (more  commonly  known  as  ‘slate 
scrip,”)  issued  under  the  act  to  provide  for  the  an- 
ticipation of  the  five  million  loan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  April  13,  1841  and  now  outstanding, 
will  be  redeemed  on  presentation  at  this  office.  He 
further  adds  that  no  interest  will  be  allowed  on 
notes  or  scrip  after  the  date  of  said  notice. 


HENRY  CLAY,  JR. 


The  Kentucky  Observer,  when  the  death  of  this  I 
mented  officer  was  first  announced,  published  the  fi 
lowing  biography: 

“Henry  Clay,  Jr.,  was  the  third  son  of  the  bon.  J 
Clay,  of  Ashland,  and  Lucretia,  his  wife,  and  was  hm 
the  lOih  day  of  April,  1811.  At  the  age  of  16  he  er 
dusted  at  Transylvania  University,  and  shortly  afte 
wards  entered,  as  a cadet,  in  the  public  academy 
\Vesi  Point,  where  he  remained  the  usual  period  of  foi 
years.  Such  was  his  diligence  in  his  studies  that,  in 
class  of  about  sixty  he  obtained  the  second  honor  f 


declined  accepting  the  commission  in  the  army,  which 
is  generally  tendered  to  the  graduates  of  that  institution, 
and  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  common  and 
civil  law.  His  delicate  health  prevented  his  practice  of 
his  profession,  for  which  he  was  well  qualified.  He 
married,  in  1832.  Julia,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Prather, 
Ksq.,  of  Louisville,  and  in  company  with  her  went  to 
Europe,  in  1835,  where  they  remained  eighteen  months, 
and  where  they  lost  their  eldest  child.  On  his  return  to 
Kentucky,  he  tvvice  represented  his  native  coun'y  of 
Fayette  in  the  general  assembly.  In  February,  1840,  he 
lost  his  lovely,  beautiful,  and  accomplished  wife,  and 
was  so  much  affected  by  the  melancholy  event  that  he 
never  entirely  recovered  from  its  effects,  and  resolved 
never  to  marry  again.  He  removed  to  Louisville  a few 
years  ago,  and  occupied  himself  chiefly  with  the  care 
and  superintendence  of  the  education  of  his  three  chil- 
dren, to  whom  he  was  passionately  attached.  When 
last  spring  a call  was  made  upon  Kentucky  for  volun- 
teers under  the  act  of  congress,  authorizing  the  accep- 
tance of  the  services  of  fifty  thousand,  he  was  among 
the  first  to  tender  himself  to  the  governor  of  the  state. 
Appointed  second  in  command  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
infantry,  upon  the  rendezvous  of  the  regiment  at  Lou- 
isville, he  devoted  himself  with  untiring  zeal,  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  regiment,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Mexico, 
whilst  his  sword  arm  was  broken  accident.ally,  he  con 
timied  with  his  left  arm  to  wear  his  sword  and  daily  to 
muster  his  regiment.  Such  was  the  success  with  which 
it  was  drilled  and  disciplined,  that  Gen.  Taylor  is  be- 
lieved to  have  reposed  more  confidence  in  it  than  in 
any  other  volunteer  regiment  under  his  command,  and 
hence  was  assigned  to  it  the  most  perilous  and  import 
ant  duty,  during  the  battle. 

‘|With  a highly  cultivated  and  improved  mind  without 
a single  vicious  habit,  the  bearing  of  Col.  Cl.iy  was  al- 
ways manly  and  noble.  Dignified  but  affable,  his  de- 
portment and  action  were  ever  regulated  by  the  nicest 
^sgnse  of  honor  and  propriety.  Perhaps  his  studies  at 
West  Point,  and  the  seclusion  from  society,  enjoined  hy 
its  rule,  had  led  him  to  form  too  high  a standard  of  per- 
fection for  mankind;  but  if  he  was  shocked  by  any  de- 
viations from  that  standard,  wliich  he  observed  in  others, 
he  constantly  endeavored  to  conform  it  to  himself.  Hi.s 
duty  to  his  country,  and  his  sense  of  the  obligations 
which  he  owed  it  fur  that  part  of  his  education  which 
he  received  at  West  Point,  impelled  him  to  the  field  of 
battle,  in  which  he  has  met  an  untimely  death.  The 
commander  in-chief,  and  all  other  accounts,  concur  as 
to  the  coolness  and  gallantry  with  which  he  bore  him- 
self ill  the  last  moments  ol  his  existence.  The  grief  at 
Ashland,  the  tears  of  his  orphan  children,  the  heartfelt 
sorrows  of  a large  circle  of  devoted  friends,  attest  the 
loss  and  the  virtues  of  tho  departed  son,  father,  brother, 
friend,  and  that  a great  and  irreparable  bereavement 
has  been  sustained.  May  that  G/id,  to  whose  realm.sof 
bliss  there  is  reason  to  hope  he  lias  gone,  temper  this 
heavy  affliction  to  the  bleeding  hearts  of  his  father  and 
mother,  who  have  met  with  so  many  severe  trials,  and 
to  his  infant  children,  who  have  bean  so  early  bereft  of 
both  a mother’s  tenderness,  and  a father’s  care!’’ 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  says  of  this  distinguished 
officer:  “His  last  words  were  of  his  father.  When  he 
was  shot  down  a second  time,  he  drew  a brace  of  pis- 
tols from  his  belt,  handed  them  to  Capi.  Cutter,  and  re- 
quested^ him  to  deliver  them  to  his  father  with  this  mes- 
sage: ‘Say  to  him  that  he  gave  them  to  me  and  that  I 
have  done  all  I can  with  them  and  now  return  them  to 
him.’  Here  the  enemy  came  thick  around  him,  and 
these  were  the  last  words  he  was  lieard  to  utter.’’ 

The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  slates  that:  “Mr.  Clay  re- 
ceived the  melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  his  son, 
Col.  Clay,  at  Frankfort,  just  as  he  was  departing  in  his 
carriage  for  his  residence.  The  paper  containing  the 
news  was  handed  to  him  by  a friend,  which  he  careful- 
ly read  until  he  came  to  the  announcement  of  his  son’s 
death.  He  trembled  like  an  aspen,  but  uttered  not  a 
word,  but  a coinmand  to  the  driver  to  move  on.  It  was 
a melancholy  sight  to  see  the  noble  old  patriot  stricken 
with  grief.’’ 

The  tidings  of  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista 
filled  Lexington,  (Ky.,)  with  mourning.  The  railroad 
^ain  that  bore  them  entered  the  city  shrouded  in  crape. 
The  circuit  court  was  in  session,  and  Mr.  Clay  had  just 
taft  the  court  room  and  started  to  Ashland  when  Gen. 
Combs  announced  the  intelligence.  “1  have  never  wit- 
(ssifi  a letter)  so  great  a gloom,  notwithstanding 
the  brilliaiit  victory  which  has  covered  our  arms  with 
Lexington  Observer  remarked: 

Perhap.s  two  men  could  not  have  been  selected  from 
our  midst  as  victims  whose  fate  would  have  created  a 
more  genepl  sympathy  than  William  R.  McKee  and 
Edward  M.  Vaughn.  Here  they  need  none.  They 
lived  in  ihe  affections  of  their  friends,  and  they  will  long 
be  enshrined  in  their  memories.  To  these  also  may  be 
added  the  fate  of  our  former  townsman,  Henry  Clay, 
Jr.’  twice  the  representative  of  the  county  of  Fayette  in 
the  legislature,  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  who  was  still  bound  to  the  county  by  so  many 
ties  of  blood  and  friendship. 

To  all  this  is  to  be  added  Ihe  fact  that  we  have  yet 
to  near  of  others  who  have  so  many  relatives  and  friends; 
and  we  may  say  with  truth  that  there  has  been  an  al- 
most entire  unhinging  of  society.’’ 

Gen.  Combs,  R.  N.  Wickliffe,  Robert  Wickliffe,  Sr., 
George  Robertson,  and  other  members  of  the  bar  ad- 
diessed  the  court  in  strains  of  fervid  eloquence.  Mr. 
K.  Wickliffe  said  he  had  fully  concurred  with  the  other 
members  of  the  bar  in  the  propriety  of  adjourning  until 
the  *)6At  term  of  the  court,  which  was  accordingly  or- 


“He  said  our  whole  country  was  wrapped  in  sorrow 
and  sadness,  and  it  was  the  severe  lot  of  Lexington  and 
its  vicinity  to  mourn  for  some  of  its  most  distinguished 
citizens  and  beloved  sons.  He  had  not  only  lost  friends 
but  relations,  and  deeply  sympathized  with  those  of  the 
bar  and  the  whole  country  who  mourned  the  loss  of  fa- 
thers, sons,  and  brothers.  To  such  as  have  lost  such 
near  and  valued  relations  it  would  he  some  alleviation 
of  their  sorrow  to  see  that  their  worth  and  chivalry  were 
not  lost  'ipon  the  hearts  and  feelings  of  their  country- 
men, and  that  this  court  had,  in  commemoration  of 
their  noble  deaths,  closed  its  session  to  allow  the  whole 
community  the  privilege  of  mourning  their  loss  and  do- 
ing homage  to  their  memories;  and  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  the  senior  member  of  this  bar,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
while  he  mourned  the  death  of  a beloved  son,  could  at- 
tend to  his  duties  here;  and  how  can  the  whole  com- 
munity do  so  while  it  is  yet  not  known  who  has  not  lost 
a son,  a father,  or  a brother?’’ 

Colonel  Hardin,  who  fell  at  Buena  Vista,  was  the  ne- 
phew of  the  hon.  Henry  Clay.  He  was  a nnn  of  sterl- 
ing worth,  once  a member  in  congress  fr/mi  Illinois,  and 
was  at  the  head  of  tlic  1st  reginieiit  of  Illinois  volunteers 
at  the  time  be  was  killed. 

A letter  from  Lexington,  giving  an  account  of  the  oc- 
currences of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  says:  “Colonel 
Hardin,  of  Illinois,  and  Colonel  Yell,  of  Arkansas,  who 
were  also  killed,  Col.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  who  was 
wounded,  are  all  Kentuckians  by  birth  and  education, 
and  scarcely  a family  in  our  vicinity  but  had  a near  re- 
lative in  the  desperate  encounter.’’ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE  WILMOT  PROVISO  IN  MAINE. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  gives  ilie  following 
analysis  of  Mr.  Hamlin's  speech  upon  that  subject 
in  the  Maine  legislature,  and  the  action  of  that  body 
upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  of  Hampden,  recently  a member  of 
congress  from  Maine,  and  now  a representative  in 
the  state  legislature,  made  some  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  a portion  of  which 
we  copy.  They  were  called  forth  in  the  debate  on 
the  resolution  of  instructions  on  that  subject,  before 
the  state  legislature,  on  the  13lh  July  last: 

“The  second  resolution  of  your  committee  de- 
clares that  Maine  will  oppose  the  extension  of  slave- 
ry in  all  free  territory.  "ITe  third  marks  out  dis- 
tinctly the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  accomplish- 
ed— that  the  ordinance  of  1787  should  be  extended 
over  such  territory.  The  two  resolutions,  second 
and  third,  taken  together,  leave  no  part  of  the  mat- 
ter in  doubt.  We  not  only  say  that  we  will  resist 
the  extension  of  slavery  into  free  territory,  but  we 
say  precisely  how  we  will  do  it.  The  substitute  is 
vague  and  uncertain,  and  may  be  avoided  and  ex- 
plained away  at  the  lime  of  action  upon  the  question. 
Upon  questions  like  this  there  should  be  candor  and 
frankness.  We  one  that  to  ourselves,  to  the  stale, 
and  to  the  Union. 

Such  it  is  believed  are  the  resolutions  before  us. — 
They  give  no  just  cause  of  ofl’ence  to  any  section, 
and  yet  they  declare  what  they  mean.  But  it  might 
be  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  ordnance  of  1787, 
and  see  precisely  what  it  was,  investigate  its  origin 
and  design.  The  ordinance  of  1787  was,  what 
is  familiarly  known  as  the  Wilmot  proviso — but 
should,  in  fact,  be  known  and  called  the  Jefl'erson 
proviso,  for  the  reason  that  Jefferson  was  the  man 
who  originated  or  penned  it  Jefferson!  at  the 
mention  of  whose  name  millions  of  hearts  will 
swell  with  emotions  of  gratitude,  and  thousands  of 
tongues  be  eloquent  with  praise.  He  was  the  origi- 
nator of  this  proviso,  which  has  power,  something 
more  than  a mere  “abstraction”  over  the  busy, 
teeming,  and  happy  millions  of  tlie  west,  who  are  so 
rapidly  oulstiipping  their  neighboring  sisters  of  ihi* 
republic. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  all,  that  from  the  lermi- 
nation  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain 
to  1788,  when  our  present  constitution  was  adopted, 
that  our  general  government  was  conducted  under  a 
iaw,  or  what  was  called  the  “articles  of  the  confed- 
eration.” What  was  then  called  the  western  terri- 
tory, lying  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  was  claimed  by 
Virginia  and  other  states,  upon  the  law  of  contiguity 
as  well  as  by  the  terms  of  the  charters  of  the  stales 
originally  granted  by  the  crown.  The  general  gov- 
ernment also  claimed  the  same  as  part  of  its  territo- 
ry and  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it.  In  1784  Mr. 
Jefi’erson  was  in  congress,  and  in  extending  the  laws 
of  a territorial  government  over  that  country  the  sub- 
ject was  committed  to  a committee,  of  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  chairman.  Mr.  Hamlin  said  he  held 
in  his  hand  an  extract  (lom  the  journals  of  congress 
in  1784.  He  would  read  it: 

“Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jefl’erson,  Mr.  Chase, 
and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their  re- 
port of  a plan  for  a temporary  government  of  the 
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Western  territory,  when  a motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Speight,  seconded  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  strike  out  the 
following  paragraph: 

“That  alter  the  year  1300.  of  the  Christian  era, 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery,  nor  involuntary  ser- 
vitude in  any  of  the  said  states,  otherwise  than  in 
punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  to  have  been  personally  guilty.” 

This,  then,  is  the  origin  of  what  became  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  is  now  called  the  Wilmot  provi- 
so. It  was  written  by  that  great  statesman  and 
friend  of  human  equality.  On  the  motion  that  said 
words  should  stand,  Mr.  Jefletson  voted  yes,  and  the 
vote  of  Virginia  was  lost  by  only  one  majority. — 
The  words  were  stricken  out,  although  a majority  of 
the  stales  were  in  favor  of  retaining  them,  yet  it 
failed  for  the  want  of  the  number  required,  which  he 
believed  was  two-thirds.  But  that  same  principle 
was  finally  adopted  in  1787,  and  became,  not  “an 
abstraction,”  but  the  fundamental  law  of  all  territo- 
ry lying  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  disputed 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory  between  the  general 
governments  and  the  slates,  became  fully  and  finally 
settled  in  1787,  by  a cession  of  that  country  to  the 
general  government — after  which  was  passed  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  referred  to  in  the  resolutions 
before  them.  In  that  ordinance  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing article,  which  was  inserted  on  motion  of  Na- 
than Dane,  then  a representative  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invo- 
luntary servitude  in  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in 
the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  parly  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted:  Provided  always,  that  any 
person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  one  of  the  original 
states,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or 
service,  as  aforesaid. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  what  is  the  ordinance  of  1787 
and  that  the  Wilmol  proviso  which  it  contains,  was 
formed  by  Jetferson,  as  he  had  before  shown.  The 
two  were  substantially  the  same.  They  dillered  only 
in  time;  one  was  to  go  into  effect  in  1800,  the  other 
went  into  efi'ect  in  1787.  One  other  difference;  the 
ordinance  of  1787  contained  a provision  that  slaves 
escaping  into  ttiis  territory  might  be  reclaimed,  con- 
forming in  ihat  particular  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  being  formed  when  the 
ordinance  was  adopted.  In  the  great  aod  fundamen- 
tal principle  established,  they  were  alike — aiming  at 
tlie  same  point — accomplishing  the  same  object. — 
Hence,  in  speaking  of  this  matter,  strict  justice 
alone  requires  that  it  should  be  called  the  duclriiie 
of  Jefferson.  Nor  was  that  all  of  the  history  of  the 
country  wtiicb  was  directly  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  ordinance  was  adopted  by  congress,  in  July 
13,  1787.  I'he  convention  of  the  states  to  form  a 
constitution  was  at  the  same  lime  in  session,  and  the 
constitution  was  subiiiilled  to  the  states  for  their  ra- 
tification September  17,  1787.  It  was  adopted  in 

1788,  and  became  the  funhumental  and  paramount 
law  of  the  land’  At  the  first  congress  which  assem- 
bled after  the  adoption  ol  the  constituliori,  held  in 

1789,  this  same  ordinance  came  before  them  for  their 
approval.  Madison,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  in  forming  the  constitution,  was  in  the  first 
congress  under  it  and  the  ordinance,  which  contain- 
ed what  is  now  called  the  Wilmol  proviso,  received 
bis  support  and  his  vote,  as  it  did  many  others  who 
also  aided  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution.  'I.'here 
was  a preamble  to  tlie  bill  passed  by  congress,  re- 
enacting the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  preamble  is  as 
follow's: 

“Whereas,  the  ordinance  of  the  United  States,  in 
congress  assembled,  for  the  goi eminent  of  the  ter- 
ritory north-west  ol  the  river  Ohio,  may  continue  to 
have  full  ellecl,  it  is  requisite  that  certain  provisions 
should  be  made  so  as  to  adapt  the  same  to  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  United  States.”  Thence 
follows  the  law  approved  by  Washington. 

This,  then,  was  a true  statement  from  history,  of 
the  facts  connected  with  the  question.  For  himself, 
be  designed  to  form  or  aid  in  forming  no  new  issues. 
He  was  fully  content  to  rest  the  matter  here,  upon 
the  long  and  well  settled  legal  and  constitutional 
precedents.  Those  which  have  been  as  firmly,  as 
clearly,  and  certainly  determined  as  any,  since  the 
foundation  of  our  government.  Nay  more,  while  he 
would  deprecate  the  formation  of  new  issues,  and 
while  he  sincerely  hoped  none  such  would  be  forced 
upon  them,  yet  if  others  are  disposed  to  force  the 
doctrine  ol  slavery  propagaiidism  upon  them,  he  has 
only  to  add  that  they  must  be  firmly  met  in  the  pro- 
per lone  and  spirit. 

Mr.  H.  held  that  in  all  matters  wherein  the  dilfer- 
enl  sections  of  this  Union  were  interested,  there 
should  be  the  utmost  Iraiikness  and  good  faith  exer- 


cised by  each  towards  the  other,  relative  to  its  wish 
es  and  policy.  Tliero  should  be  nothing  like  con- 
cealment of  opinion,  least  of  all  should  there  be  de- 
ception as  to  the  iillerior  purposes  of  any  section. — 
If,  then,  it  was  the  design  of  this  state  that  tlie  prin- 
ciples of  the  resolutions  reported  should  character- 
ize our  future  legislation  in  regard  to  free  territory, 
there  was  manifest  propriety  and  justice  to  the  south 
as  well  as  to  ourselves  required,  an  early  avowal  of 
our  policy.  Besides,  we  would  give  efficiency  to 
our  own  action — if  we  would  insure  success  to  our 
eflorls,  we  should  begin  now,  and  insist  constantly, 
and  firmly,  upon  the  point  we  would  establish. 

The  gentleman  from  Augusta  had  said  that  the 
purchase  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  liad  given  us  several  slave  states. — 
Very  true.  But  these  measures  had  not  extended 
the  institution  of  slavery.  These  territories  embrac- 
ed that  institution  before  they  became  a part  of  the 
United  Slate.s — they  would  have  remained  as  they 
are  if  they  had  not  joined  us.  The  opponents  of  sla- 
very, then,  had  nothing  to  regret  on  that  score.  Bui 
there  was  a truth  iii  tliis  connection  which  ought  to 
be  taken  into  account  by  our  brethren  of  the  south. 
The  only  territories  that  have  ever  been  joined  to  the 
original  union  had  been  received  with  their  slaves 
and  the  guarantees  accorded  to  the  old  states  hah 
been  extended  to  tliem  and  continued  in  good  faith. 
Might  we  not,  then,  require,  in  even  handed  Justice, 
that  they  should  allow  new  free  territories  to  be  add- 
ed without  change.  And  who  at  the  north  will  con- 
sent to  anything  less.>  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  con- 
duct himself,  regardless  of  a becoming  state  pride, 
recreant  to  the  impulses  of  humanity  and  to  all  the 
obligations  resting  upon  him  as  a man,  if  he  should 
falter  on  this  question. 

He  would  not  speak  of  the  motives  and  actions  of 
others;  but,  occupying  the  stand  he  did,  if  he  should 
fail  to  maintain  ttie  principles  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported, he  should  be  entitled  to  the  opprobrium  of 
an  outraged  constituency  and  to  the  scorn  of  every 
man  worthy  to  breathe  the  free  air  of  our  native 
hills,  or  to  drink  the  pure  water  of  their  crystal 
springs. 

[Note.— The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute  was  decided  in  the  negative—  yeas  6,  nays 
10.] 

'The  first  resolution  was  adopted  July  20th,  by  a 
vote  of  122  yeas,  nays  1.  The  second  resolution  was 
adopted— yeas  124,  nays  8.  It  is  as  follows: 

‘'Resolved,  That  the  sentiment  of  this  state  is  pro- 
found, sincere,  and  almost  universal,  that  the  influ 
eiice  of  slavery  upon  productive  energy  is  like  the 
blight  of  milldew — that  it  is  a moral  and  social  evil 
— that  it  does  violence  to  the  rights  of  man,  as  a 
thinking,  reasonable  and  responsible  being.  Influ 
eiiced  by  sucb  considerations  lliis  State  will  oppose 
tlie  introduction  of  slavery  into  any  territory  which 
may  be  acquired  as  an  indemnity  for  claims  upon 
Mexico. 

'The  third  and  fourlli  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  acquisition  of  any  free  terri- 
tory, whether  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  we  deem  it 
theduiy  of  the  general  government  to  extend  over 
the  same  tiie  ordinance  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty  seven,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  con- 
ditions and  immunities. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congre-s  be  in 
slructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  sup 
port  and  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions.” 

Were  adopted — yeas  126,  nays  6. 

WHAT  DOES  LORD  PALMERSTON  MEAn! 

On  reading  the  recent  speech  of  Lord  Palmerston 
and  others  in  parliament  on  ti.e  subject  of  the  affairs 
of  Spain,  in  which  the  indebtedness  of  States  and 
communities  of  our  Union  were  so  unceremoniously 
and  usually  alluded  to  the  enquiry  naturally  suggests 
itself,  vvtielher  his  lordship  was  expressing  merely 
his  own  views,  or  the  views  of  the  British  cabinet. 
The  eclat  wall  which  his  remarks  were  received, 
apparently  from  all  parts  of  the  house,  would  ratlier 
indicate  Itiat  the  subject  had  been  under  advise- 
ment. If  this  be  the  case,  the  subject  assumes  ra- 
ther a graver  aspect.  The  British  press,  so  far  as 
we  have  met  with  their  contents,  were  evidently  un- 
prepared for  such  an  exliibiiion.  'Their  tenor  would 
indicate  a very  diUerent  feeling.  We  except  of 
course  the  Times. 

One  thought  has  occurred  to  us.  Some  few  weeks 
since  two  or  three  arlicles  appeared  in  the  public 
jouruals  of  this  counlry,  intimating  that  a project 
was  contenipialed  and  that  same  progress  was  ma- 
king towards  its  accomplishment,  to  revolutionize 
the  island  of  Cuba — and  to  annex  it  to  the  United 
Slates.  Without  treating  this  rumor  as  entitled  to 
such  credence  as  to  authorize  an  official  notice, — 
may  not  the  British  cabinet  have  considered  such 
a scheme  as  wittiin  the  scope  of  probabilities  in 


the  present  spirit  of  our  government  and  people, 
and  ileteniiiiied  them  to  be  ready  with  a siifficieiii-y 
of  materials  for  such  a quarrel  as  any  movements 
towards  that  object  would  inevitably  produce.’- 
We  liave  no  doubt  wlialever  that  Great  Britain, 
under  her  piescrit  ministry,  would  go  to  war  with 
the  United  States  rattier  tiian  allow  the  island  of 
Cuba  to  pass  into  our  possession. 

'The  Philadelphia  Jforlh  .American  ami  Gazelle  of 
9lh  inst.  has  the  following  editorial. 

“'There  is  something  very  curious,  and  apparently 
inexplicable,  in  the  sudden  outburst  of  Lord  Palmer- 
ston, in  his  memorable  speech  of  the  6ih  July,  and 
all  the  circumstances  indicate  a deeper  meaning  than 
is  expressed  in  his  words.  It  is  something,  or  perhaps 
it  is  notliing — for  a British  minister  to  avow  the  de- 
testable doctrine  that  the  dafault  of  an  indebted  state 
is  a casus  belli.  Such  a doctrine  does  not  appear  ex- 
traordinary after  the  Chinese  war,  waged  in  the  ad- 
vocacy of  a riglit  to  compel  two  hundred  millions  of 
Asiatics  to  eat  poison ; ai.d  it  sounds  the  less  strange- 
ly when  the  same  gales  that  bring  from  Parliament 
the  haranpe  of  the  secretary  for  Ibreign  affairs  bear 
the  intelligence  of  a British  fleet  and  army  storming 
at  the  gates  of  Canton,  for  the  purpose  of  once  more 
trampling  tlie  Chinese  pride  into  reverence  and  sub- 
mission to  tlie  detested  Fanqui.  But  the  time,  the 
occasion,  the  peculiar  relations  of  Great  Britain 
with  Spain,  the  gratuitous  wantonness  of  a threat 
aimed  more  directly  at /ler  than  at  any  other  “bor- 
rowing government,”  and  the  well-known  willing- 
ness of  the  English  to  add  to  their  already  al- 
most illimitable  possessions— these  and  some  inci- 
dents connected  with  the  debate  itself— would  seem 
to  suggest  a key  to  unlock  the  ministerial  riddle. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  Lord  Palmerston’s 
speech  as  it  regards  the  United  Slates,  U cannot  be 
denied  that  it  contained  a threa  t grossly  insulting  to 
Spain.  And  yet,  at  that  very  moment,  Spai.u  was 
“co  operating  harmoniously”  with  England,  her  ally 
and  auxiliary,  in  the  act  of  intervention  by  which  the 
Portuguese  insurrection  was  violently  brought  to  an 
end.  '^This  was  a circumstance  to  add  double  ed^'c. 
to  the  insiill;  and  one  can  scarcely  avoid  Uie  belief 
that  the  afl'roiU  was  studied— the  execution  of  a 
cabinet  design  to  offend  and  irritate,  and  thus  create 
a casus  belli  more  sufficient  than  the  one  alleged  to 
exist. 

It  is  a little  significant,  perhaps,  that  Lord  G. 
Bentinck,  in  his  speech  advocating  the  address  to  the 
Queen,  recommended  that  the  secretary  of  foreign 
ai'tairs  should  back  tlie  contemplated  demand  on  the 
government  of  Spain  for  the  payment  of  its  bonds, 
by  sending  the  British  fleet  Irom  the  Tagus— that 
very  fleet  whicti  had  just  been  “co-operating  har- 
moniously with  a Spanish  army — to  take  or  itirealen 

to  take  possession  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, those 

rich  ana  valuable  colonies  of  Spain,  Ihe  sole  remain- 
ing jewels  of  the  once  glorious  diadem  of  the  Indies, 
which  England  has  never  failed  to  covet,  and  which 
her  writers  have  never  ceased  to  argue  ou^iit  to 
form  new  appanages  for  the  Queen  of  tlie  Sea°  We 
might  conceive  that  the  suggestion  influenced  the 
imagination  of  the  secretary ; 'that  the  complaiiil  of 
wrong  gave  occasion  for  taking  the  hist  step  in  Iho 
development  of  a scheme  which  ministerial  wisdom 
may  have  deemed  ripe  for  execution.  Who  doubts 
that,  in  case  of  a war  with  Spain,  Britain  would  im- 
mediately lake  possession  of  those  wealthy  islands’ 
The  time  is  perhaps  favorable  for  a Spanisfi  war.— 
'The  success  of  French  intrigue  and  tlie  failure  of 
all  tlie  British  eflorts  to  procure  a relaxation  of  the 
Spanish  protective  laritt',  have  embittered  liie  mind 
ol  Lord  Palmerston,  always  fond  of  battle  and  con- 
quest; and  Trance  is  on  the  eve  of  a ininislcriai  cri- 
sis; and  the  United  States  are,  doubtless,  supposed 
to  be  exhausted  by  tlieir  expensive  war  witti  Mex- 
ico. At  such  a moment  there  is  little  to  apprehend 
in  the  way  of  opposition,— none  in  the  shape  of  re- 
sistance. Spam  may  take  fire  at  tlie  insult;  war 
may  ensue;  and  the  British  mmislers  could  wage  it 
with  the  belter  spirit,  that  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  oncounlered  in  the  defence  of  British  rights, 
and  promises  to  be  compensated  by  the  acquisition 
ol  the  last  of  the  Spanish  treasures  in  the  West  In- 
dies. 


The  London  Times  thus  proceeds,  authoritatively 
to  “lay  down  the  law,  once  for  all,  as  a guide  and' 
precedent  lor  future  occasions,”  in  relation  to  com- 
pelling payment  to  British  subjects. 

Nation.il  protection  to  foreign  bondholders. 
A bulky  parliamentary  paper  has  lately  appeared 
containing  the  correspondence  from  1823  to  the  pre- 
sent day  between  the  British  government  and  foreign 
powers  relative  to  loans  advanced  to  the  latter  hr 
the  subjects  of  this  country.  We  hardly  know  with 
what  teeling  to  regard  this  curious  Icger  of  national 
bad  debts  and  maperial  applications  lor  payment— 
Ferhapa  the  extent  and  amount  of  gur  Iransactiona 
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might  suggest  a sentiment  of  complacency  and  self- 
importance  were  it  not  that  such  renown  is  so  very 
easily  purchaseable  by  everybody  under  similar  pe 
nalties.  The  addresses  of  the  defaulters  indicate 
somewhat  strikingly  the  change  of  the  relations  be- 
tween the  new  world  and  the  old,  since  western  Eu- 
rope relied  on  the  unfathomable  riches  of  America. 
With  the  exception  of  the  twin  spendthrifts  of  the 
peninsula  and  the  infant  monarchy  of  the  Morea,  our 
customers  are  all  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic; 
and  the  appearance  of  any  small  republic  on  the 
scene  in  the  character  of  independence  is  generally 
simultaneous  w'ith  its  appearance  on  our  books  in 
the  character  of  a debtor.  A very  good  business  we 
have  certainly  had,  though  a little  scattered  perhaps. 
Nothing  is  said  in  the  present  schedule  of  certain 
outlaying  debts  above  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  but 
we  commence  transactions,  immediately  below,  with 
Mexico,  take  in  the  constituent  powers  of  Central 
America,  call  at  Venezuela  and  Buenos  Ayres,  then 
double  Cape  Horn,  and  run  up  the  coast  of  the  Paci- 
fic to  Chili,  Peru,  Ecuador,  and  New  Grenada. — 
Reserving  for  another  occasion  some  general  conclu- 
sions and  maxims  which  may  be  deduced  from  the 
contents  of  this  new  guide  to  capitalists,  we  confine 
ourselves  at  present  to  the  exposition  of  the  law  or 
policy  as  lately  delivered,  on  a i^uestion  so  interest- 
ing as  the  right  of  foreign  bondholders  to  national 
protection. 

The  conditions  of  this  question  render  it  impossi- 
ble that  the  law  should  be  laid  down  once  for  all  as 
a guide  and  a precedent  for  future  occasions.  The 
accidental  relations  of  the  two  states  involved,  the 
temper  of  the  country,  the  general  aspect  of  the  po 
litical  world,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  particu- 
lar case  may  each  and  all  affect  any  particular  deci- 
sion, but  the  judgment  given  and  acquiesced  in  at 
this  period  of  1847  appears  to  be  as  follows: — That 
when  British  subjects  lend  monies  to  foreign  powers, 
it  is  undoubtedly  competent  for  the  British  govern- 
ment, according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  compel 
payment  by  reprisals  or  war;  but  that  the  exertion 
of  this  right  rests  entirely  with  the  government,  to 
be  determined  by  their  view  of  what  is  best  for  the 
whole  state,  and  cannot,  except  in  pursuance  of  spe- 
cial compact  to  that  effect,  be  demanded  by  the 
bond-holders  on  their  own  behalf.  The  whole  case 
ef  the  Spanish  bondliolders  clearly  turns  on  the  be- 
lief which  the  creditors  might  justly  have  entertain- 
ed, at  the  time  of  their  advancing  the  money,  as  to 
the  duty  of  the  gove-rninent  to  bear  them  harmless, 
if,  as  it  has  been  attempted  to  prove,  it  was  demon- 
strable from  civil  law  or  constitutional  precedent, 
and  was,  moreover,  popularly  understood,  that  the 
British  government  was  as  much  bound  to  exact  re- 
dress for  a British  subject  in  this  particular  case  as 
in  certain  others,  and  the  monies  were  lent  under 
the  impression  of  this  general  and  ultimate  guaran- 
tee, there  can  then  be  no  doubt  that  the  government 
could  only  release  itselffrom  the  performance  of  this 
duty  on  condition  of  assuming  the  liabilities  in  ques- 
fiori,  and  discharging  the  debts  which  it  conceived  it 
impolitic  to  exact.  If  it  was  expedient  for  the  state 
that  the  just  rights  of  certain  of  its  citizens  should 
be  postponed  to  the  general  good,  of  course  the  stale, 
which  derives  the  benefit,  should  malse  the  compen- 
sation, and  should  tlius  purchase  the  privilege  of  in 
aclion  which  its  own  ijilerests  demand.  'J'he  first 
piinciples,  however,  of  public  law  and  national  po- 
licy miUtate  against  the  unconditional  acceptance  of 
a maxim  which  would  leave  a stale  thus  perpetually 
and  helplessly  exposed  to  the  hazards  of  war,  and, 
apart  from  the  conclusions  inseparable  from  such 
primary  considerations,  it  is  evident  enough  that 
such  a belief  as  we  have  hypothetically  suggested  did 
not  prevail,  or  could  not  be  justified.  At  ihe  peace  of 
1814  Lord  Castlereagh  gave  public  notice  that  com- 
pensation had  been  exacted  for  the  British  holders 
of  French  bonds  only  on  special  considerations,  and 
expressly  stated  that  when  British  subjects  for  tlie 
future  exchanged  their  money  for  such  obligations, 
they  must  understand  that  they  did  so  at  their  own 
risk,  unless  the  special  sanction  of  their  government 
had  been  first  obtained.  And  that  llie  necessity  of 
such  sanction  was  pretty  well  comprehended  is  clear 
from  the  observation  ol  Lord  Palmerston,  that  appli- 
cation bad  more  than  once  been  made  lor  it  to  liie 
governments  of  which  he  had  been  a member,  and 
had  been  invariably  refused. 

We  lake  it  Iherelore  as  established,  and  we  con- 
ceive it  is  so  taken  even  by  the  advocates  of  the  suf- 
ferers, that  Ihe  Spanish  bondholders  have  not  a per- 
emptory right  to  the  alternative,  protection  or  com- 
pensation; but  that  their  case  only  just  falls  short  of 
such  title  can  be  denied  by  none.  As  far  as  the  two 
contracting  parties  are  concerned,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  make  out  a case  either  harder  on  one 
side,  or  more  flagitious  on  the  other.  It  cannot  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  any  person  who  has  perused 
either  the  representations  ol  their  petition  or  the  ar- 


guments of  a recent  debate,  that  the  law  of  debtor 
and  creditor  is  applied  to  States  with  very  remarka- 
ble leniency.  In  the  case  of  an  individual,  confessed 
inability  is  not  always  a protection  against  very  seri- 
ous hardship;  but  in  that  of  nations,  it  is  at  once  al- 
lowed to  preclude  any  trouble  or  annoyance.  It  is 
assumed  as  an  indispensable  condition  for  the  res- 
ponsibility of  an  indebted  state  that  it  should  be  flou- 
rishing and  prosperous,  and  the  creditors  and  their 
patrons  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  show  that  it 
has  an  increasing  revenue  and  an  abundant  exche- 
quer. Nothing  but  its  annual  disengaged  surplus  is 
considered  liable  to  its  just  debts.  Though  Lord 
Palmerston  avowed  that  nations  so  indebted  were, 
in  point  of  fact,  only  receivers  of  their  mortgaged 
revenues  in  trust  for  their  creditors,  to  whose  use 
they  were  bound  in  the  very  first  place  to  apply 
them,  yet  they  are  permitted  to  supersede  by  the 
claiiris  of  their  own  “public  service,”  and  by  any 
requirements  of  public  or  private  extravagance,  all 
honest  demands  upon  them.  Nothing  is  asked  for 
until  it  is  proved  by  figures  that  even  unbounded 
wastefulness  and  profligacy  still  leave  an  excess  out 
of  the  revenue  which  these  very  advances  have  so 
mainly  contributed  to  create;  and  then,  with  the  ut- 
most coolness  is  this  very  surplus  refused.  Some 
risks  a lender  must  necessarily  incur  by  intrusting 
his  money  to  the  chances  of  a foreign  nation  and  a 
remote  land  under  circumstances  generally  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger;  and  for  these  recognized  risks  a 
higher  amount  of  interest  than  common  is  ordinarily 
taken  to  compensate.  But  we  do  think  that  it  con- 
cerns the  common  character  and  common  credit  of 
christe.ndom,  that  the  shameless  dishonesty  of  the 
borrowing  state  should  not  he  superadded,  as  the 
worst  and  most  probable,  to  all  the  other  hazards  at- 
tending the  recovery  of  the  debt;  but  that  compulsion 
should  insure,  if  honor  does  not  dictate,  a desent 
discharge  of  obligations  from  all  who  are  competent 
to  meet  them.  The  late  proceedings  in  parliament 
can  hardly  be  loston  these  indebted  states.  Though 
it  is  ruled  that  a single  creditor  may  not  proclaim  a 
continental  war  upon  mense  process,  yet  by  all  clas- 
ses of  politicians  is  it  affirmed  that  the  right  of  the 
govei  iiment  to  act  is  neither  questioned  nor  lost,  but 
simply  suspended  from  motives  of  policy  and  huma- 
nity. A creditor  of  the  most  ample  and  irresistible 
power,  with  all  the  law  and  all  the  reason  on  his 
side,  under  the  most  exasperating  provocations,  and 
after  repeated  disappointments,  has  been  contented 
« ith  giving  one  more  e.mphatic  warning  to  a perfect- 
ly coinpelent  and  perfectly  solvent  debtor,  ratlier 
than  endanger  or  disturb  the  great  family  of  nations 
by  summary  self-defence.  Let  us  hope  that  interest 
may  compel  a course  which  honesty  has  not  sug- 
gested. [London  Tines. 

The  Mtio  Orleans  Bee,  of  the  4th  August  (prior  to 
Lord  Palmerston’s  speech  reaching  them,)  has  the 
following  leading  editorial: 

ANNEXATION  OF  CUBA. 

Some  two  sessions  of  congress  have  elapsed  since 
a proposition  was  gravely  started  by  Mr.  Yulee,  a 
senator  from  Florida,  to  annex  Cuba  to  the  United 
Stales.  It  was  received  with  universal  derision,  and 
Mr.  Ifulee  and  his  crotchet  were  made  the  butts  for 
so  many  merciless  gibes  and  jokes,  that  tha  project 
was  incontinently  strangled,  and  the  country  heard 
no  more  of  incorporating  Cuba  into  the  Union. — 
lieceiitly,  however,  the  proprietor  of  the  N.  Y.  Sun-, 
a paper  which  first  published  the  Moon  Hoax,  and 
some  lime  alter,  endeavored  to  gull  simpletons 
into  the  belief  that  the  Falls  of  Niagara  had  given 
way, — lias  undertaken  to  revive  this  Cuba  humbug, 
to  warm  the  inanimate  nursling  of  Mr.  Yulee  into 
existence,  and  to  play  putative  father  to  as  ricketty 
and  jointless  and  languid  an  abortion  as  was  ever 
spawned  from  itie  sickly  brains  of  progressive  de- 
mocracy. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Sim  announces  this  as- 
tounding birili,  and  the  array  of  evidence  brought 
forward  to  establish  its  claims  as  the  legitimate  and 
healthy  scion  ol  a vigorous  stock,  are  singularly 
amusing  and  absurd.  Tlie  editor  of  the  Sim,  it  seems, 
took  It  in  his  head  to  make  a tour  among  the  Mexi- 
cans, Cubanos  and  other  otlshoots  of  the  Spanish 
race;  and  while  sojourning  in  Havana,  discovered 
that  the  people  of  mat  large,  populous  and  opulent 
island  were  desperately  in  love  with  the  U.  Stales;— 
that  the  mother  country — despotic,  superstitious  and 
intensely  national  Old  Spam — was  entirely  willing 
to  part  with  her  splendid  and  powerful  colony  for  a 
consideration;  and  that  finally,  the  sum  of  $100, 000,- 
000 — being  the  price  stipulated  for  the  purchase, 
could  be  raised  in  hard  cash  at  a week’s  notice  by 
the  inhabitants  themselves — it  being  well  understood 
that  the  said  Cubanos  adore  us  republicans  so  madly, 
as  cheerfully  to  lax  themselves  in  that  enormous 
amount  lor  the  privilege  of  entering  into  our  confed- 
eracy. 


To  treat  this  maggoty  paled  scheme  with  serious 
argument  would  be  to  invest  it  with  some  faint  shad- 
ow of  plausibility,  which  it  has  not.  It  is  indeed  a 
very  likely  circumstance  that  Mr.  B.  should  have  been 
Ihe  sole,  confidential  repository  of  a secret,  which  he 
says,  is  known  to  all  the  people  of  the  Island;  and 
that  among  the  thousands  of  persons  who  every  year 
visit  Cuba  from  the  United  States,  none  should  ever 
have  heard  one  syllable  of  the  matter,  or  ever  sus- 
pected the  Cubanos  of  the  remotest  desire  to  dissolve 
the  connexion  existing  between  them  and  the  moth- 
er country,  much  less  to  incorporate  themselves  into 
the  Union,  until  the  blissful  revelation  was  made  to 
the  editor  of  the  Sun  Large  numbers  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  who  reside  nearly  permanently  in 
Havana,  are  entirely  ignorant  of  this  project  of  an- 
nexation, but  the  editor  of  a paper,  who  is  probably 
not  acquainted  with  a half  a dozen  Spaniards  in  the 
island,  who  was  a transient  visitor,  and  who,  we 
have  the  authority  of  a New  York  paper  for  stating 
does  not  speak  Spanish  freely,  enjoys  the  preroga- 
tive of  extorting  an  immense  amount  of  important 
information  from  the  silent  and  suspicious  Dons, 
conquers  their  reserve  in  a flying  jaunt,  and  obtains 
all  the  paiticulars  of  the  contemplated  secession 
from  Spain.  In  the  course  of  this  brief  trip  we 
learn  too,  that  this  same  wonderful  editor  studied 
very  closely  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cuba.  With  his  limited  means  under  ordinary 
physical  conditions,  of  acquiring  this  knowledge,  we 
can  only  conclude  that  he  learned  it  all  by  clairvoy- 
ance. 

The  Sun  after  darting  its  rays  upon  Cuba,  illu- 
mines with  a flood  of  light  the  mountains  and  val- 
leys of  Mexico.  It  assures  the  good  people  of  this 
country  that  the  Mexicans  are  dying  with  unrequited 
love  for  us.  What  a novel  method  they  have  of 
showing  it!  Witness  Buena  Vista  and  Cerro  Gordo, 
Monterey  and  Huajutla:  witness  their  guerilla  par- 
ties, their  cut  throat  expeditions,  and  the  infernal 
joy  with  which  they  murder  and  mangle  every 
American  who  falls  into  their  hands!  If  these  man- 
ifestations of  iMexican  attachment,  we  confess  that 
their  wooing  is  too  much  after  the  tiger  fashion  to 
suit  the  taste  of  ordinary  mortals. 


NOTES  TAKEN  DURING  A TRIP  TO  FOND 
DU  LAC. 


[The  reader  will  reudily  perceive  that  these  notes 
were  penned  without  any  idea  of  Iheir  publication, 
but  in  familiar  confab,  intersperced  with  much  that 
we  omit.] 

WESTERN  EXTREMITY  OP  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

Wednesday,  June  2d  — Left  La  Pointc  at  9j  o’clock 
in  a barge  with  six  oars,  for  Fond  du  Lac.  A perfect 
calm  prevailed  when  we  started.  By  the  time  we 
reached  the  western  side  of  Sugar  Island,  however, 
a fine  breese  sprung  up,  to  which  we  spread  our  sail 
and  cracked  it  along  delightfully  to  Oak  Island. — 
Here  we  stopped  to  dine,  which  we  did  with  our 
plates  on  our  laps,  and  aboard  of  our  boat.  The 
oarsmen,  preferring  a hot  bite,  went  ashore  and 
cooked.  We  had  therefore  time  to  ramble  along  the 
shote,  and  admire  at  leisure  the  beautiful  cluster  of 
islands  around  us,  which  assume  a new  arrangement 
from  this  point,  from  the  one  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to.  At  one  time  in  our  passage  round  the 
detour,  I counted  eight  islands  in  sight  at  one  time. — 
One  of  them,  Ihe  westernmosi,  was  small  with  a so- 
litary tree  or  cluster  of  trees  in  the  middle,  and  when 
1 first  saw  it  in  the  dim  distance,  forgetting  where  I 
was,  I exclaimed  “why  there’s  a steamboat”  so  much 
like  a Jforlh  Riverer  did  it  look;  near  approach  how- 
ever dispelled  the  resemblance.  The  western  slope 
of  the  long  detour  presents  a spectacle  as  beautiful 
as  I ever  saw.  Ttie  prevailing  forest  tree  there  is 
the  maple,  which  has  a light  fresh  green  foliage, — 
while  from  aniiJ  it,  arose  the  spiry  fir  of  deep 
dark  green, — sometimes  piercing  the  atmosphere 
above  the  horizon  of  green,  iilie  steeples  of  churches. 
Not  a solitary  clearing  was  to  be  seen,  for  the  axe 
has  not  invaded  here  yet.  1 presume  that  remarks 
upon  the  geology  of  the  region  through  which  I pass, 
may  be  of  but  little  interest  to  you,  though  1 may 
from  time  to  time  mention  the  prevailing  formations. 
Thus  far,  it  was  sandstone  only, — the  under  portion 
being  fissile  in  structure  and  consequently  easily 
wrought  upon  by  the  waves,  while  the  upper  portion 
was  more  compact.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
rugged  scenery  along  which  we  were  passing,  had 
the  additional  interest  of  those  peculiar  forms  that 
the  waves  are  apt  to  give  soft  rock.  Thus  far  all 
along,  a wall  of  rock  presented  itself,  descending 
perpendicularly  into,  or  overhanging  the  water,  and 
of  considerable  height, — varying  from  thirty  or  forty 
to  near  a hundred  feet.  For  miles  along,  the  waves 
have  worked  Uie  rock  almost  with  the  regularity  of 
the  chisel,  and  various  perfect  arciiiteclural  forms 
are  presented.  Sometimes  long  rows,  and  tiers  upon 
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tiers  of  arches,  give  a light  and  airy  appearance  to 
the  dfsign.  At  other  times  wide  spans  spring  from 
rock  to  rock  supporting  an  immense  superincumbent 
mass.  The  gothic  style  prevails,  and  Ihey  present  as 
much  regularity  at  a little  distance  as  a planned 
building.  The  supporting  pillars,  are  from  a mere 
inch  in  thickness,  to  heavy  columns,  sometimes  the 
arches  are  more  frequent  below  and  smaller,  sup- 
porting heavier  ones  above; — sometimes  high  arches 
flanked  by  smaller,  &c.  At  one  place  1 noticed  a 
double  span,  one  on  the  other,  and  you  can’t  i nagine 
how  graceful  it  seemed,  and  it  supported  an  octago- 
nal bastion  or  buttress  which  an  architect  could  nei 
ther  have  planned  nor  built  with  greater  regularity. 
Along  there,  the  appearance  presented  was  that  of  a 
line  of  fortification,  and  rather  overhanging  the  wa- 
ter, but  not  rudely.  It  curved  out,  with  the  regulari- 
ty of  design.  In  many  places,  caves  were  worn  in  the 
rocks,  and  one  could  go  under  in  a boat  to  a consi- 
derable distance.  And  although  there  was  a mere 
ripple  on  the  lake, — as  it  went  into  the  cave  and 
struck  the  rock  it  had  a deep  booming  sound,  which 
acted  strangely  on  the  feelings;  what  must  it  be  in  a 
storm,  or  when  the  waves  run  high.  Farther  on  we 
came  to  a high  precipitous  face  of  rock,  called  the 
Pictured  Rocks,  dilfering  little  except  in  height  and 
extent  from  those  of  the  lower  part  of  the  lake. — 
They  are  very  pretty,  of  bright  colors,  principal- 
ly red,  green,  yellow,  and  grey,  and  down  a point  of 
them  fell  a mimic  cataract,  with  a pleasant  mur- 
mur. 

We  went  ashore  at  early  dusk  to  cook  our  supper. 

I amused  myself  partly  by  observing  the  pictures- 
que groups  here  and  there,  at  different  occupations, 
some  cooking,  some  lounging  and  smoking,  and  look- 
ing with  a wistful  eye  at  operations  about  the  fire, 
&c.,and  partly  by  taking  notes  of  all  I saw.  1 had 
an  opportunity  here,  too,  to  observe  the  skill  of  an 
Indian  hunter,  one  of  our  men.  We  had  not  been 
ashore  many  moments  before  the  pleasant  note  of  a 
“loon”  drew  all  eyes  towards  him, — floating  quietly 
upon  the  calm  lake  about  half  a mile  off,  and  appa- 
rently observing  what  was  going  on  ashore.  The 
Indian  quickly  put  a ball  into  his  gun,  took  his  place 
at  the  stern  of  the  drawn  up  boat,  and  commenced 
imitating  the  loon,  which  he  did  so  well  that  .some- 
times we  could  not  distinguish  Ihe  one  from  the  oth- 
er. The  loon,  attracted  by  his  voice,  came  slowly 
and  doubtfully  towards  the  shore,  until  within  gun 
shot,  when  “spang”  and  “whiz”  went  the  ball,  and 
struck  exactly  where  the  loon  went  down.  He  was 
rather  loo  quick  for  the  Indian.  The  loon  arose 
again,  shook  his  wings  as  if  in  defiance  of  the  shot, 
and  settled  quietly  upon  the  surface  again,  only  gell- 
ing a little  further  out  of  harm’s  way.  Again,  how- 
ever he  was  decoyed  up,  but  with  like  success.  But 
the  event  too  was  the  same,  though  doubtless  the 
Indian  would  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  moving  and 
not  quiet  groups  on  shore. 

We  finished  supper,  and  it  being  a calm  and  de- 
lightful evening,  cool  and  bracing,  determined  to 
proceed  on  our  journey.  Night  was  now  upon  us, 
we  made  our  beds  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  with 
heaven  for  our  canopy, — and  after  gazing  long  and 
admiringly  into  the  star  gemmed  and  moon  lit  vault, 
1 fell  asleep,  and  awakened  at  early  dawn  of 

Thursday,  June  3. — Finding  our  boat  quietly  moor- 
ed at  the  shore,  and  the  men  lying  about  on  the 
beach,  enjoying  their  rest.  What  lime  we  landed  I 
knew  not,  but  now  we  were  soon  again  under  way, 
in  a perfect  calm.  We  moved  pleasantly  along,  no 
one  seeming  inclined  to  break  the  stillness  of  the 
place  ormorning;— but  all  quietly  watched  the  glow- 
ing up  of  the  east,  and  the  increasing  gorgeousness 
of  the  morning  clouds,  until,  as  the  sun  appeared  in 
a Splendour  rarely  beheld,  an  exclamation  of  de 
light  came  simultaneously  from  all,  even  from  the 
Btaid  and  murky  Indi.n. 

CRANBEKRT  RIVER — GEOLOGICAL  FORM.ITIONS. 

We  stojiped  at  the  mouth  ol  Cranberry  river  to 
breakfast.  I'ho  mouth  of  this,  like  most  ol  Ihe  riv- 
ers that  empty  into  Lake  Superior,  especially  through 
a sand  beach,  might  be  passed  quite  near  to,  without 
being  perceived.  After  coming  near  the  shore,  it 
makes  a turn  at  right  angle,  and  runs  through  the 
sand  for  several  yards,  parallel  with  the  lake  coast, 
and  does  not  enter  it  in  a direct  way.  Some  of  the 
rivers  (which  generally  are  much  the  character  of 
Gleiiu’s  falls  at  the  Dridge,)  make  known  their  vici- 
nity by  coloring  the  lake  a beautiful  wine  color  for 
some  considerable  distance. 

1 amused  myself  while  slopping  here,  with  observ- 
ing the  progress  of  those  operations,  which  we  see 
to  have  wrought  tremendous  and  almost  incredible 
changes  upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  It  illustrated 
with  great  perspicuity,  the  origin  of  those  grand  pla- 
teaus, and  intervening  level  valleys,  which  charac- 
terise the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  it  teaches 
that  they  are  the  consequence,  not  of  any  great  and 
sudden  denudation,  or  ot  any  violeut  disturbance  of 


a sea; — that  indeed  it  was  not  done  by  a sea  at  all, 
but  that  it  was  done  by  the  regular  and  continued 
operations  of  the  Mississippi  itself,  which  may  pos- 
sibly, and  likely  did  have  ot  one  time  a wider  bed, 
but  not  necessarily  so.  Here  were  the  plateaus  and 
intervening  valleys  and  the  Mississippi,  all  in  minia- 
ture, but  yet  on  a scale  to  illustrate  it  perfectly  to 
the  eye,  and  to  show  the  reasonableness  of  the  same 
operation  on  a much  grander  scale.  Beyond  Cran- 
berry river,  the  landscape  assumed  a broken  irregu- 
lar appearance,  from  hills  of  sand,  which  arising 
from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  almost  directly  from 
the  water,  present  a range  of  high  salients,  with  deep 
intervening  valleys.  After  some  miles,  this  settled 
down  into  a low  beach,  with  a wide  low  country  ex- 
tending back  to  the  highlands  which  are  now  far 
from  the  lake  shore.  This  interesting  coast  predo- 
minates now  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Louis  river. 

BRULE  RIVER. 

We  stopped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brule  to  dine. — 
This  river  is  one  of  the  highways  between  the  Lake 
and  Mississippi  river.  It  is  for  a great  length  a mere 
succession  of  rapids,  there  being  in  the  space  of 
some  IG  miles,  no  less  than  325  falls, — it  is  ascended 
therefore  only  by  the  light  canoe  of  the  Indian,  which 
is  poled  along,  the  current  being  too  strong  to  pad- 
dle against.  Reaching  the  head  waters  of  this,  a 
short  portage  is  made  to  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix, 
and  thus  to  St.  Peters. 

ST.  LOUIS  RIVER. 

This  afternoon  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Louis  river.  1 was  struck  with  the  very  rugged  ap- 
pearance of  the  north  shore,  the  mountains  present- 
ing a much  less  even  appearance  than  those  forming 
the  southern  barrier  of  the  lake.  As  we  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  approached  the  settlement  a 
few  rods  up,  an  old  Indian,  ran  whooping  and  yel- 
ling up  to  meet  us.  He  was  the  vilest  looking 
scamp  that  ever  I saw,  and  bore  the  stamp  of  mis- 
chief and  villainy  plainly  impressed  upon  his  coun 
lenance.  I afterwards  learned  that  he  bore  the  signi- 
ficant and  enviable  name  of  “the  thief.”  Here  I al- 
so met  O zab-ge,  a famous  hunter  and  clever  man, 
who  last  year  brought  us  some  dried  meat  of  the 
moose. 

Wandering  about  among  the  wigwams  of  the  set- 
tlement, I encountered  a very  inhospitable  little  dog, 
which  was  quite  irritated  and  snappish,  at  my  even 
looking  at  the  bone  he  was  gnaw  ing.  Thinking  it 
might  be  the  bone  of  one  of  the  interesting  wild  ani- 
mals of  the  region,  I asked  an  Indian  what  bone  it 
was.  He  replied  that  it  was  of  a horse  which  they 
had  eaten  yesterday.  I enquired  whether  it  was  kill- 
ed for  the  occasion.^  He  replied,  that  it  was  not,  but 
that  it  had  drowned,  in  endeavoring  to  cross  the  ri- 
ver yesterday  morning.  I sickened  at  the  thought  of 
such  a dish.  But  it  was  the  occasion  of  a rich  feast 
to  them. 

After  entering  the  mouth  of  St.  Louis  river,  it  en- 
larges into  a large  lake,  in  some  places,  1 should 
judge,  from  three  to  five  miles  wide,  with  an  ap- 
pearance here,  less  interesting  even  then  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  Luckily, Jnovvever,  this,  as  also 
all  other  interesting  portions  of  the  route,  were  pass- 
ed at  times  when  it  was  rather  unpleasant,  on  ac- 
count of  coolness,  to  make  the  necessary  exposure 
to  observe  them, — while  all  the  interesting  portions 
were  passed  during  the  broad  day,  when  we  could 
see  plainly  and  look  on  with  comfort.  We  this  even- 
ing continued  up  the  river,  till  where  it  begins  to 
narrow,  and  then,  about  ten  o’clock,  went  ashore  to 
encamp.  Bright  fires  were  soon  kindled,  and  the 
party  set  to  cooking;  and  after  having  despatched 
their  meals,  wrapped  their  blankets  around  them, 
and  throwing  themselves  on  the  beach,  or  under  a 
clump  of  bushes,  snoozed  away  till  called  next 
morning  to  resume  their  journey.  We  made  our 
beds  again  in  the  boat,  with  lieaven  over  head.  The 
loud  “ho!  ho!!  ho!!!”  (the  manner  of  French  voya 
geurs  calling  to  quarters,)  was  sounded  at  dawn,  and 
we  were  in  a few  moments  under  weigh  again,  and  1 
found  as  we  advanced  along,  that  we — 

Friday,  ilhJiuxe — had  encamped  just  where  the  ri- 
ver again  becomes  very  beautiful  and  interesting, 
even  grand.  It  contracts  into  a narrow  channel,  some 
300  feet  wide,  and  winds  with  sudden,  but  graceful 
bends,  around  hills  of  great  height,  and  yet  covered 
by  the  primeval  forest,  a wild  entanglement  of  grow- 
ing trees,  fallen  trunks,  and  underbrush.  Here  and 
there  an  island  occurs,  and  as  we  approach  the  vil- 
lage of  Fond  du  Lac  (20  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river)  the  river  is  rendered  beautiful  by  their 
frequency. 

FOND  DU  LAC. 

Making  a sudden  turn  ol  the  river,  the  village  lies 
before  us,  consisting  principally  of  a number  of 
Indian  wigwams,  ranged  along  the  river  shore,  from 
one  of  which  of  considerable  length,  the  hateful 
sound  of  the  inelaiwai  drum  (of  which  more  anon) 
reaches  the  ear.  We  were  soon  at  land,  and  were 


met  by  a crowd  of  curious  Indians,  as  well  as  the 
few  white  inhabitants,  eager  for  long-coming  intel- 
ligence from  the  states.  * * *■  * 

Among  the  first  objects  that  met  us  when  we 
jumped  asliore,  was  a crazy  Indian  girl,  about,  I 
should  judge,  15  years  old.  And  dear  me,  a moro 
horrid  picture  I never  saw.  A painter  should  have 
seen  her  to  depict  craziness  in  its  ugliness.  A short 
gown  of  green  cloth,  like  that  worn  by  Indians  ge- 
nerally, constituted  her  only  clothing, — her  head 
hung  down  and  forward,  never  looking  one  in  tho 
face  except  with  a quick  and  crazy  glare,  while  her 
hair,  all  thickly  matted,  set  off  in  every  way  fronv. 
her  head,  giving  her  a frightful,  repulsive  appear- 
ance,— which  repulsiveness  was  completed,  by  the 
extreme,  oh!  horrid  filth, — which  covered  her  whole 
person.  She  annoyed  us  much  when  we  first  arriv- 
ed, but  I soon  taught  her  that  she  must  keep  out  of 
our  way. 

After  taking  a bite,  we  ascended  what  Mr.  Lan- 
man  has  named  Morrison’s  Hill.  The  hill  is  about 
200  feel  high,  (not  tlie  liighesl  in  the  neighborhood) 
and  the  landscape  below  is  indeed  beautiful.  B;j1ow, 
spread  a wide  rich  valley  of  river  alluvion,  scatter- 
ed about  which,  were  Indians  taking  the  first  step  in 
civilization  by  cultivating  the  land.  Several  were 
busy  witli  the  plough  and  hoes,  under  the  care  ana 
direction  of  their  “government  farmer,”  Mr.  Moore, 
a whole  souled  and  industrious  sou  of  the  Green 
Mountain  slate.  I am  much  indebted  to  him  for 
kind  attentions  during  my  slay.  But  to  the  view 
from  the  hill  top.  Through  this  valley  wound  the 
St.  Louis  with  graceful  meanders, — sending  off  to 
the  left,  an  arm  which  widened  into  quite  a lake. — 
The  other  shore  was  a forest-clad  barrier  hill  of  con- 
siderable height;  the  river  was  interspersed  with 
islands,  one  of  which,  directly  opposite  the  village, 
was  formerly  under  cultivation,  and  had  a rich  soil; 
but  by  an  unparalleled  rising  of  the  river  some  six 
or  seven  years  ago,  it  was  covered  with  three  feet  ot 
sand  and  gravel,  and  thereby  rendered  totally  use- 
less. 

The  view  up  stream  is  intercepted  by  a sudden 
bend  of  the  river  to  the  right.  The  hill  on  vvliich  I 
stand,  as  well  as  all  those  around,  is  of  the  charac- 
ter of  those  mentioned  as  succeeding  to  the  fantas- 
tic sandstone  formation  on  the  lake  shore,  viz:  sand, 
with  steep  washed  faces  and  rugged  outline,  and 
resting  on  sandstone.  The  faces  of  the  hill  were 
inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  60  or  70°,  and  the  In- 
dians, after  gazing  from  its  top  upon  the  scenes  upon 
which  they  must  ere  long  gaze  their  last  and  turn 
their  backs,  take  a short  way  down,  by  sliding  to 
the  bottom.  They  used  to  do  so  too  in  the  winter 
season,  when  it  was  covered  with  snow,  and  I was 
told  that  one  broke  his  neck  last  winter  by  coming 
violently  against  a fence.  1 was  struck  with  the 
great  variety  of  wild  flowers  on  this  hill,  which  va- 
riety was  much  extended,  in  subsequent  walks.  I 
thought  that  Maryland  could  hardly  be  surpassed  on 
this  score,  but  must  confess,  that  Fond  duLac  far 
exceeds  that  place,  not  only  for  variety,  but  for  the 
beauty  of  its  indigcrous  flora.  Besides  the  colum- 
bine and  other  flowers  cultivated  in  gardens  at  the 
south,  1 observed  very  many  others,  truly  beautiful, 
many  of  them  large,  and  of  species  that  1 have  not 
seen  elsewhere.  They  would  be  considered  highly 
ornamental  below.  Indeed,  this  region  is  a field  for 
the  botanist,  of  which  branch  of  science,  1 believe 
no  professor  has  ever  been  in  these  parts,  unless  pos- 
sibly (but  I think  not)  Kalin,  as  far  back  as  1807  or 
earlier.  I dout  not  that  the  region  would  afi'ord 
many  new  and  undesenbed  species  of  plants. 

During  their  delay,  I amused  myself  in  the  Indian 
grave  yard,  observing  the  difl'erent  ways  taken  by 
the  living,  to  evince  their  gratitude  for  tlie  dead.  I 
had  set  my  eye  upon  a stone  of  wliich  1 had  intended 
to  rob  the  grave  it  marked, — but  bad  in.mory  deli- 
vered me  from  this  sacrilege. 

# « * * « 4. 

I was  awakened  from  my  nap,  by  the  stir  conse- 
quent upon  an  arrival  from  inland,  which  brought 
intelligence  of  Itie  death  of  poor  Hole-in-the-Day. 
Accounts  of  his  death  differ, though  1 believe  one  thing 
is  certain, — he  did  not  die  a natural  death.  Many 
think  that  his  demise  has  spared  the  Chippewa  na- 
tion some  (rouble.  In  consequence  of  the  unpopu- 
larity of  the  treaty  made  last  ye.or,  (mentioned  in  a 
former  letter)  and  the  threats  made  against  his  life, 
ho  found  It  necessary  to  reform  his  habits,  and  look 
to  his  personal  safely.  His  band  is  the  most  powerful 
of  the  nation,  and  is  feared  by  the  others,  who  were 
quite  jealous  of  Hole  in-lhe-Day,  especially  as  they 
saw  his  poioer  daily  increasing. 

A commissioner.  General  or  Colonel  Verplanck, 
arrived  here  a day  or  two  since  to  examine  into  lliat 
treaty,  upon  complaints  made  by  the  Indian  agent  of 
this  place,  Mr.  Hays.  He  arrived  however  just  af- 
I ter  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hays,  but  happened  to  find 
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at  this  place  the  gentleman  who  made  the  treaty. — 
H is  purpose  was  to  call  the  Chippewas  together  and 
have  a council  on  the  subject  at  this  place  at  once; 
but  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hays  leaves  him  at  a loss, 
and  the  impression  is  that  he  will  await  his  return  * 

It  was  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  scenes  at  the 
treaty  of  ’36  would  have  re-occur,  even  if  the  differ- 
ent bands  did  not  come  to  open  rupture, — but  amid 
apprehensions  on  this  score,  poor  Hole-in-the-Day, 
retires  not  only  from  this  scene,  but  from  the  stage 
of  life.  » * * » * 

INDIAN  MEDICINE  HEN. 

To  return  to  the  thread  of  my  story.  At  night  we 
were  worried  no  little  by  two  or  three  metaiwai 
drums,  (medicine  drums)  which  their  medicine  men 
were  drumming  over  some  poor  sick  unfortunates  in 
our  neighborhood.  I was  some  time  getting  accus- 
tomed and  reconciled  to  this  horrid  noise,  which  was 
repeated  every  night  and  morning, — for  I have  not 
heard  it  since  the  drumming  which  worried  me  so 
much  last  summer,  over  Hole-in-the-Day’s  daughter, 
— of  which  1 mentioned  then.  The  operation  is  per- 
formed by  those  called  medicine  me7i,  at  least  two  of 
whom  attend  each  sick.  One  beats  a dru  n,  consist- 
ing of  a skin  drawn  tightly  across  the  head  of  a 
tub,  or  rim  made  for  the  purpose, — while  the  other 
rattles  a box  of  seed,  each  keeping  time  to  a metri- 
cal, but  tuneless  song,  which  is  sung  by  both.  They 
generally  manage  to  sing  and  drum  their  pulieiU  to 
death.  This,  their  principal  medical  operation  is 
accompanied  by  jugglery  too,  exhibited  in  presence 
of  the  sick,  which  is  an  essential  part  of  the  ope- 
ration. This  consists  principally  of  swallowing 
bones  about  six  or  eight  inches  in  length;  sometimes 
also  shells,  which  latter  they  carry  through  their 
system,  and  let  fall  from  their  eyes,  ear.s,  nose,  ends 
of  their  fingers,  &c.  Strange  it  is,  that  such  foolish 
operations  can  command  the  faith  of  those  endowed 
with  reason.  Yet  implicit  confidence  is  placed  in 
these  “medicine  men.”  Of  the  several  medicines 
of  the  Indians,  the  shell  is  considered  the  most  efii- 
cacious,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  estimation.  I have 
seen  an  Indian  give  a blanket  for  a single  shell, — and 
they  have  frequently  in  my  presence  paid  fifty  cents 
for  a single  shell.  The  smallest  are  most  valued  by 
them.  Their  mode  of  administering  is  to  reduce  it 
to  powder,  put  the  smallest  mite  in  water,  and 
drink. 

I have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  their  pro- 
ceedings when  operating.  The  sick  person  is  brought 
out,  so  that  they  can  get  around  her,  and  if  well 
enough  is  made  to  set  up.  The  two  (or  more)  med- 
icine men  lake  their  seats,  and  commence  their  song 
beating  and  rattling, — which  is  continued  some  half 
hour  or  so.  They  then  arise,  march  round  the  pa- 
tient, grunting  as  they  go,  like  one  in  pain, — or  ma- 
king an  indescribable  noise  such  as  1 have  heard  in 
menageries,  from  animals  of  the  cat  species,  I tliink. 
As  they  do  this,  they  shake  the  heads  of  the  medi 
cine  bags,  which  always  consist  of  the  entire  skin  of 
some  small  animal,  in  the  face  ol  the  patient.  In 
this,  there  is  much  virtue.  Seating  themselves  again, 
the  drum  &c.  is  resumed.  After  awhile  (and  always 
with  grunlings  when  in  motion)  they  march  around 
her  and  put  each  a shell  on  a cloth  spread  out  before 
her,  and  in  the  order  in  which  each  one  arrives; — 
again  coming  round,  each  one  takes  up  his  own  shell 
with  his  mouth,  not  touching  it  with  his  fingers. — 
Making  their  circuit  again,  they  again  wilh  horrid 
noises  as  if  in  intense  agony,  drop  their  shell  from 
diSerent  parts  of  the  person, — one  from  the  eye,  &c., 
and  one  poor  fellow  had  an  agonizing  time  as  the 
shell  passed  down  his  arm  and  dropped  from  the  end 
of  his  finger!  Another  circuit,  the  shells  are  again 
taken  up,  deposited  in  their  bags,  and  the  drum  re- 
sumed. Then  co;nes  the  swallowing  of  bones.  The 
operation  is  not  always  the  same; — sometimes  each 
medincine  daubs  a spot  of  paint  wherever  on  the  per- 
son of  the  patient  happens  to  please  him, — and  some 
of  the  most  disgusting  operations  are  performed  too, 
filthy  and  sickening  to  think  of  or  describe, — such 
as  eating  the  vomit  of  the  sick  &c.  This  1 am  told 
is  often  done,  and  worse  things  than  these. 

INDIAN  FISHING. 

Late  at  night  a beautiful  and  lively  scene  presen- 
ted itself  on  the  river.  It  was  a cloudy  night  and 
consequently  (piite  dark,  and  the  Indians  availing  of 
the  favorable  season,  started  about  ten  o’clock  to 
take  fish.  Here  were  some  10  or  12  canoes,  each 
wilh  a large  and  bright  torch  of  burning  pine  at  the 
head,  which  was  reflected  from  the  surface  of  the 
river.  They  glided  smoothly  and  noiselessly,  a man 
at  the  stern  paddling  slowly  along,  while  another, 
at  the  head,  watched  by  the  light  of  the  torch  for  the 
passing  fish,  and  held  ready  with  spear  in  hand  to 

*July  8th.  He  has  just  called  a council  of  the  Indians 
of  this  place,  and  sent  out  messengers  fur  the  entire  tribe 
to  assemble  at  Fond  du  Lac,  13  or  20  days  hence.  lias 
also  sent  after  Hays. 


pierce  him.  I was  awaked  about  one  o’clock  by  the 
noise  of  their  returning  and  could  not  resist  getting 
up  to  see  the  beautiful  sight  again.  Having  come  to 
the  end  of  this  day,  I will  digress  here  to  mention 
one  or  two  items. 

The  Big  Wind,  a chief  mentioned  more  than  once 
in  my  letters  of  last  summer, — who  was  taken  up 
for  killing  a white  man  last  winter,  and  nearly  killing 
another,  has  had  his  trial,  and  is  cleared,  because  of 
defective  laws. 

We  were  quite  amused  at  the  accounts  which  were 
published  in  the  papers  in  the  Atlantic  states,  of  the 
marvellous  depth  of  snow  out  here  last  winter.  Such 
tales  are  truly  ridiculous.  Wa  had  a story  too,  that 
two  men  had  foolhardily  passed,  during  the  intense 
cold  season,  from  Isle  Royal  to  Copper  Harbor.  The 
thing  we  knew  to  be  impossible, — first,  because  it 
was  hardly  possible  that  the  lake  could  be  frozen 
over  at  that  part, — and  secondly,  because,  being  two 
days’ journey,  it  would  require  a night  to  be  passed 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  wood,  and  they 
must  have  frozen  to  death,  with  the  thermometer  25° 
or  30°  below  zero.  We  had  deep  snows  here  during 
the  winter,  but  the  whole  accumulation  at  no  tine 
exceeded  3 to  4 feet  on  a level  and  it  was  seldom 
that  here  and  there  the  earth  did  not  peep  above  its 
snowy  vesture. 

Saturday  June  5tk,  1847. — After  breakfast  we  took 
a walk  among  the  lodges  of  the  Indians;  such  filth 
1 never  saw.  I should  never  have  believed  that  hu. 
man  beings  could  exist  in  such  a condition.  The 
Indians  of  La  Pointe,  whom  1 have  always  heretofore 
reckoned  filthy  are  comparatively  clean.  Here  and 
there  to  be  sure  you  will  meet  one  rather  more  clean- 
ly tlian  the  rest,  but  there  is  no  great  diHerence  among 
the, II. 

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

We  stopped  at  one  of  them  to  see  a sick  boy;  he 
has  been  constantly  expected  to  die,  but  still  linger.s 
on,  evidently  in  great  agony.  We  found  him  sense 
less, — Ills  feet  tied  together, — and  stakes  driven  into 
ground,  to  which  to  lie  his  hands, — though  they  were 
now  loose.  Such  were  the  absurd  arrangements  of 
the  medicinemen.  He  was  constantly  jerking,  like 
one  with  some  severe  nervous  atfection.  A girl  was 
sitting  in  the  lodge  apparently  inditi'erent  to  his  situ- 
ation. We  asked  her  some  questions  concerning 
what  was  the  matter  with  him,  and  received  replies 
from  which  we  could  gather  little.  She  described 
his  back  and  breast  as  falling  in,  and  on  asking  the 
cause,  she  replied  he  was  caught, — meaning  that 
the  machinations  of  his  enemies  were  successful, — 
lor  they  have  very  strange  and  superstitious  notions 
of  the  [lower  of  one  Indian  over  another.  One  of 
them  is,  that  if  an  enemy  get  possession  of  the  hair 
of  the  head, — or  any  thing  else  from  the  person  of 
him  against  whom  he  bears  a grudge,  he  will  have 
him  complelely  in  his  power,  no  matter  what  dis- 
tance may  separate  Itiem.  The  mode  of  proceedings 
IS  as  follows: — they  make  a doll  or  image,  of  wood 
or  Uie  like,  separating  the  person  against  whom  he 
bears  revenge,  and  puts  in  its  head,  the  hair  of  that 
person,  which  they  had  previously  obtained.  Then 
giving  the  image  some  poisonous  medicine — of  which 
unfortunately  they  have  too  much  knowledge,  they 
hang  it  to  a tree, -and  as  the  wind  blows  on  it, — they 
believe  that  their  enemy  however  distint,  will  feel 
Ihe  effect  of  the  medicine  and  wither  and  die,  in 
great  pain.  This  she  believed  to  be  the  case  with 
the  buy ; — for  after  the  last  payment  liis  father  had  a 
qu.rrel  with  another  man,  who  declared  that  he 
would  not  kill  him  then,  but  that  he  would  about  the 
present  time!  have  something  to  happen  to  him. — 
The  illness  they  believe  to  be  the  fulfilment  of  his 
threat.  'I’he  poor  fellow,  notwithstanding  his  ex- 
treme illness,  has  to  undergo  the  drumming  operation 
morning  and  night,  and  will  doubtless  be  soon  drum- 
med to  death. 

Wandering  through  fields  worked  by  Indians,  we 
threw  a shell  a piece  to  some  two  or  three  of  them, 
who  evinced  their  thankfulness  by  putting  out  their 
tongues.  We  were  soon  followed  uy  a troop  of  oth- 
ers, who  threw  down  their  hoes  for  the  purpose,  and 
followed  us  will!  “me  some  too,”  “us  some  too”  in 
their  own  language,  and  knowing  that  we  would  be 
complelely  beset  by  the  entire  village,  we  declined 
their  entreaties  which  we  would  otherwise  very 
willingly  have  complied  with.  By  the  way,  I must  not 
neglect  to  mention  a more  substantial  evidence  of 
gratitude  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  old  women,  who 
gave  George  her  daughter  for  a wile,  and  urged 
him  to  lake  her  wilh  him.  We  laughed  at  the  poor 
fellow  till  he  could  bear  it  no  longer. 

EXCURSION  TO  AGATE  BEACH. 

We  continued  our  ramble  to  the  mission,  the  du- 
ties of  which  are  [lerformed  by  a Mr.  Day.  He 
was  a very  clever  man,  and  offered  at  once  to  ac- 
company me  in  my  rambles  and  excursions  about 
Fond  du  Lao,  and  to  carry  me  to  places  of  interest. 
Availing  ol  Hus  kind  offer,  I arranged  for  a walk  in 


the  afternoon  to  an  agate  heach  some  distance  up 
the  river,  to  search  for  agates  &c.  M r.  D.  presented 
me  with  a few  agates  he  had  picked  up  on  this  beach 
and  on  an  island  opposite  the  village. 

We  started  upon  our  excursion  soon  after  noon. 

Crossing  the  river  against  a strong  current,  we  lan- 
ded on  the  opposite  shore  at  the  foot  of  an  inmense 
hill  and  wended  our  way  through  a meadow  which 
bounds  the  hill  on  one  side,  while  the  river  washes 
It  on  the  other.  This  meadow  is  very  rich,  and  is 

already  covered  with  a luxuriant  growth  of  grass 

At  the  great  rising  of  the  St.  Louis,  mentioned  be- 
fore, it  made  its  way  across  this  meadow,  and  cut 
through  it  a channel,  now  dry,  but  bearing  every  re- 
semblance to  the  old  river  beds,  met  with  in  various 
parts  of  this  and  other  countries,  where  rivers  once 
flowed.  Of  course  during  this  overflow — the  hill 

was  left,  a high  island.  1 enclose  a rough  draft, 

giving  a good  idea  of  the  ground  &c.  but  out  of  all 

proportion.  It  is  sufficient  though  to  trace  me. 

Of  the  river,  1 will  have  future  occasion  to  speak. 

Going  through  the  meadow, — I saw  flowers  to  in- 
crease  the  variety  spoken  of  yesterday,  and  plants 
of,  to  me,  new  genera  and  species.  We  kept  at  the 
foot  of  the  high  hill,  and  came  to  the  river  at  the 
place  marked  agate  beach.  This  beach  is  quite  a 
geological  cabinet.  1 had  of  course  availed  of  every 
opportunity  to  enquire  of  the  geology  of  the  country 
through  which  the  St.  Louis  passed,  and  thereby  ob- 
tained a tolerable  accurate  idea  of  it.  My  information- 
was  not  only  in  a measure  confirmed  by  this  beach 
but  1 picked  up  a specimen  of  every  formation,  which 
I was  able  to  locate  with  tolerable  precision.  Be- 
sides these  I picked  up  several  minerals,  together 
wilh  agates,  jaspers,  cornelians  &c.  &c.,  together 
with  other  interesting  geological  specimens.  You 
may  imagine  I enjoyed  this  excursion  no  little,  and 
made  good  avail  ol  it,  too,  for  besides  carrying  home 
as  many  stones  as  I could,  in  my  pocket  and  arms,  I 
made  pack  horses  of  the  missionary  and  George  and 
loaded  them  too!  We  remained  here  until  long 
shadows  marked  time  to  return.  Coming  on  down 
the  beach,  we  noticed  cut  in  the  face  of  the  rock  at 
a considerable  height,— ( which  I have  marked  Bar- 
rage’s rock)  the  picture  of  a Moose, — done  by  the 
Indians.  It  is  precisely  in  shape  and  outline  like 
those  mounds  or  fortifications  which- abound  on  the 
prairies  south  ol  this.  It  reminded  me  of  the  pic- 
ture mentioned  by  Father  Maiquet  1673,  which  I 
think  I quoted  in  a letrer  of  last  summer.  Lest  I 
did  not,  1 will  here  translate  it.  He  was  going  down 
the  Mississijipi  and  says,  “as  we  coasted  along  rocks 
frightful  on  account  of  their  height  and  size,  we  saw 
on  one  of  them  two  monsters  painted,  which  we  were 
afraid  to  a|iproach,  and  on  which,  the  most  hardy 
Indians  dare  not  to  fix  their  eyes.  They  are  as 
large  as  a calf;  they  have  horns  on  the  head  like  a 
buck,  a frightful  look,  red  eyes,  the  beard  of  the  ti- 
ger, the  face  something  like  man’s,  the  body  covered 
with  scales,  the  tail  so  long  that  it  went  entirely 
around  the  body, — passing  over  the  head  and  return- 
ing between  the  legs,  it  ends  in  the  tail  of  a fish. — 
Green,  red  and  black  are  the  colors  which  compose 
it.  Finally,  these  two  monsters,  are  so  well  painted, 
that  we  could  not  believe  that  any  Indian  vias  the 
author  of  them,  since  good  painters  in  France  could 
hardly  have  done  them  so  well,  and  moreover,  they 
are  so  high  on  the  rock,  that  it  is  difficult  to  attain  to 
it  conveniently  for  painting.” 

The  picture  that  1 saw  however  exli  ibited  no  skill, 
but  was  of  the  rudeness  which  might  be  looked  for 
from  a savage.  1 have  named  it  Bai  raga’s  rock,  from 
its  having  been  for  some  [lurpose  or  reason,  baptised 
some  time  ago  by  a priest  of  that  name,  formerly  of 
Fond  du  Lac,  and  in  sucli  reverence  is  it  consequent- 
ly held  by  the  faithful,  that  Mr.  Day’s  name,  which 
he  had  inscribed  thereon,  was  industriously  erased. 
He  is  a Methodist. 

Sunday  6lh  June. — I went  to  Indian  meeting  this 
morning.  When  we  entered  they  were  singing  a 
hymn  in  Indian,  after  which  Mr.  Day,  took  bis  text, 
and  commenced  his  sermon,  which,  delivered  sen- 
tence by  sentence,  was  translated  iu  the  same  way 
by  an  interpreter.  This  was  followed  by  a hymn 
and  prayer,  both  in  Indian,  and  me  benediction  in 
English  finished  the  exerene. 

In  the  evening,  we  walked  up  a ravine,  between 
“Morrison’s”  and  another  hill,  where  we  were  ac- 
customed to  go  for  the  cool  spring  water.  VVe  now 
found  a lodge  here  however,  with  a sick  woman 
over  whom  they  were  drumming  away  at  a great 
rate.  I believe  she  had  the  influenza  which  was 
soon  to  attack  me.  The  old  woman  got  no  belter, 
under  the  drumming  but  worse  and  worse, — where- 
upon the  medicine  men  determined  upon  a change 
ol  location.  We  were  therefore  quite  surprised  a 
lew  rnoinings  afterward,  to  see  llie  lodge  perched 
about  200  feet  in  the  air, — right  on  the  declevity  of 
the  higher  hill,  above  Morrison’s.  A fortunate  hit, 
this  oi  the  medicine  man,  for  fine  fresh  air  was  ex- 
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changeil  for  the  constantly  damp  atmosphere  of  a 
mountain  valley,  which  was  enough  to  give  a sick 
person  a cold.  She  got  well  in  her  new  abode. 

Monday  Itli. — It  rained  very  hard  during  the  nighl, 
and  the  room  in  which  we  were  sleeping  was  ex- 
tremely leaky.  We  had  our  bed  on  the  floor,  and  the 
rain  running  down  wet  from  beneath  while  it  came  di- 
rectly upon  us  from  above,  dampening  our  bed  clothes 
very  much.  The  eli'ects  of  it,  made  themselves  felt, 
and  we  moved  our  bed  into  the  adjoining  closer 
room.  After  breakfast  (all  of  our  meals  consisted 
o(  salt  pork  and  potatoes,  varied  occasionally  by  a fish, 
and  coffee  for  breakfast)  1 sallied  out,  but  was  soon 
driven  back  by  the  rain  which  continued  with  little 
intermission  the  entire  day,  keeping  me  in  the  house. 

Tuesday  8(/i. — Rained  all  day  and  spent  the  time 
at  home.  Mr  D visited  me,  and  we  planned  a visit  to 
the  falls,  described  by  Lanman,  which  though  I did 
not  visit.  I learned  sufficient  about  to  speak  more  of. 

Wednesday  Sth  — Appearances  of  clearing  up.  It 
ceased  raining,  and  the  mists  retired  to  the  moun- 
tains. Whereupon  Mr  D.  and  myself,  went  down  the 
river  some  distance  to  visit  an  island  which  is  al- 
most covered  with  shells  of  a shell  fish  inhabiting 
these  waters,  while  curious  to  relate,  few  or  none 
are  found  in  the  surrounding  islands.  The  reason 
for  this  strange  fact  1 am  unable  to  account  for. — 

1 gathered  numerous  specimens  of  some  3 or  4 spe 
cies, — and  started  for  home  again;  as  we  proceeded, 
we  were  overtaken  by  a heavy  rain,  which  gave  us 
a good  drenching.  From  this  1 look  a further  cold, 
which  gave  me  a decided  cough,  and  prepared  me 
with  subsequent  exposures  to  be  an  easy  prey  to  the 
epidemic.  Several  are  already  suffering  severely  with 
it.  Spent  the  rest  of  the  day  at  home.  George 
fished,  and  brought  home  4 line  pickerel.  Nature 
has  bountifully  provided  for  the  wants  of  her  ignor 
ant  children,  the  inhabiianls  of  these  regions,  in  the 
abundant  supply  of  fish, — several  varieties  of  which 
are  caught  in  this  river.  The  sturgeon  is  speared  at 
the  present  season  in  considerable  numbers, — while 
pickerel,  suckers,  bass,  catfish  &c,  &c.  are  caught 
inconsiderable  numbers,  and  a pike  quite  different 
from  yours  is  speared  in  any  quantities  at  times,  by 
a pei'soa  walking  along  the  shore.  With  a fish 
sp<  ar,  er  even  with  a sharp  pointed  slick,  he  can 
walk  along  and  throw'  them  at  his  pleasure. — 
So  says  Mr.  Day.  'i'he  clear  streams  flowing  into 
the  Si.  Louis  also  furnish  brook  trout. 

Thursday.  Wth. — This  morning,  the  firing  of  guns 
announced  that  the  boy  I visited  the  other  day  was 
dying.  1 walked  down  to  the  lodge  and  found  it 
full  of  Indians,  ready,  as  soon  as  the  breath  was  out 
of  his  body,  to  possess  themselves  of  what  the  poor 
fellow  might  leave,  for  when  one  dies,  his  effects, — 
blankets,  &c.  do  not  belong  to  the  family,  but  are 
common  property,  and  belong  to  who  gets.  He  was 
apparently  in  the  agonies  of  death,  having  lhal  nerv- 
ous jerk  more  violent  than  before,  his  head  drawn 
back  by  pain  in  an  uneasy  and  unnatural  position, 
bis  face  livid  and  deathlike,  at  d his  eye  balls  rolled 
back  betiind  the  upper  lids.  Yet  strange  to  say,  he 
hung  on  to  life  till  late  the  following  day. 

MR.  LANMAN’S  account  OF  THE  FALLS  EXAMINED. 

Friday,  lli/i— was  a beautiful  day, — but  I was  un- 
able to  enjoy  it  from  a severe  headache.  I took  Lan- 
man’s  letter  to-day,  and  read  it  to  several  persons 
(separately ) who  had  seen  the  falls  of  ihe  Sf.  Louis, 
and  all  agreed  in  one  thing,—  !,  o.  that  Lanman  had 
never  seen  them,  and  was  writing  from  what  he  tiad 
heard  and  from  his  iniaginalioii.  One  Frenchman 
particularly,  an  inteiligenl  man,  perfectly  familiar 

with  the  river  for  miles  above  Fund  du  Lao, the 

moment  1 got  through  the  letter  said  “he  nevair  see 
da  place,  monsieur,  he  nev-air  see  de  place.”  He 
then  slated  how  they  w'ere,  and  called  the  chief  of 
Fond  du  Lac  who,  with  his  stick  traced  out  on  the 
ground  perfectly  intelligibly  to  me,  the  river  and  its 
various  lalls,  and  by  pointing  to  heights,  gave  me  an 
idea  of  their  heights  also. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  falls  are  in  the  Grand 
Portage  bend  of  the  river,  and  not  Knife  portage  as 
mentioned  by  Lanman,— i.  e.  in  llie  first  portage 
from  Fond  du  Lac.  Pity  that  the  idea  of  the  mag- 
nificence and  grandeur  oi  the  lalls  as  imagined  from 
his  description  must  fall,— but  nevertheless,  the  river 
at  Fond  du  Lac  where  Irom  islands  is  not  more  than 
2UU  feel  wide,  and  the  Frenchmen  say,  is  narrower 
above  and  at  the  falls, — so  that  the  3U0  yards  of  Mr. 
Laiimairs  account  are  considerably  reduced,  and  an 
important  Hem  deducted  from  his  grand  scene.  The 
river  between  the  ends  of  the  portage  abounds  with 
rapids  and  what  might  be  termed  falls,  many  ol 
wnich  are  mere  steps.  The  first  considerable  one 
however,  is  represented  by  Mr.  Landrie,  an  old  and 
experienced  voyageur,  living  almost  within  sound  of 
the  falls,  and  who  has  seen  them  often,  as  also  the 
most  iiiipoiTanl  one  (Lanman  makes  the  middle  the 
highest)  and  is  as  far  as  I can  gather  from  all  with 
whom  1 conversed,  from  4U  to  6U  or  8U  feel  high, 


and  not  140  feet— another  great  deduction.  Lanman 
makes  the  other  two  80  and  50  feet,  while  .Mr.  Lan- 
drie makes  one  of  them  some  10  or  12  feet  high,  and 
the  Indian  chief  “as  high  as  the  eves  of  yonder 
house,"  which  1 take  to  bo  from  12  to  15  feet,  and 
the  other  about  20  feet.  Now  concerning  these 
heights,  there  was  but  little  difference  of  opinion 
between  some  8 or  10  voyageurs  who  had  seen  them, 
and  with  most  of  whom  I conversed  separately  and 
alone.  The  highest  fall,  by  the  way,  is  not  quite 
perpendicular,  but  slides  down  a face  of  slate,  so 
that  for  Lanrnan’s  pleasing  diversion  concerning  the 
Juan  chasing  the  fi^li  behind  the  cataract,  we  will 
give  his  imagination  credit.  His  pretended  expres- 
sions of  feeling  seem  to  me  as  1 read  them  now  as 
rather  childish,  and  excite  a smile.  For  such  falls 
to  be  compared  to  Niagara!  Credit  Mr.  L.,  when  he 
says,  “like  a Lightened  child  I wept  myself  asleep,” 
for  like  a frightened  child  his  imagination  was  highly 
excited,  and  doubtless  turned  every  sound  into  those 
“howls  of  the  woll”  of  which  every  man  1 convers- 
ed with,  said  there  was  not  one  in  the  country,  and 
but  few  “eagles”  either. 

Even  such  drafts  upon  the  public  credulity  how- 
ever, are  less  exceptionable  perhaps  than  such  invi- 
dious, unjust  comparisons  between  gentlemen  ns 
Mr.  Lanman  has  made  between  the  agent  of  the 
American  fur  company  and  the  missionary  at  this 
place.  Tile  agent  is  certainly  no  less  gentlein  inly 
than  the  preacher  in  his  general  appearance,  de 
meaner  and  bearing,  and  as  good  a Christian,  being 
so  in  profession  and  practice,  has  as  clean  a house 
and  is  in  every  respect  1 believe  a superior  man  to 
Mr.  D. 

All  that  about  whiskey,  cards,  &.o.  is  untrue,  no 
person  being  half  as  active  (and  it  is  their  interest 
to  be  so)  against  the  introduction  of  liquor  as  the 
agents  ol  the  American  fur  company.  What  I have 
said  above,  1 have  said  Irom  personal  observation, 
while  I assert  that  Linman’s  statements  are  gratui- 
tous. # # * * * 

L.  besides  shows  ignorance,  when  he  slates  that 
Morrison,  or  any  other  man  now  living,  was  the 
first  trader  in  these  parts.  It  is  a noted  fact,  that 
for  150  or  more  years,  the  French  have  had  posts 
established  all  along  the  shore  of  the  upper  portion 
of  the  lake,  and  the  St.  Louis  river.  Fond  du  Lie 
was  in  existence  long  before  Lanman  or  Morrison 
were  thought  of.  Much  has  doubtless  been  imposed 
upon  Lanman  by  his  friend  Morrison,  ivho  1 am  told 
is  noted,  and  was  dismissed  as  unworthy,  from  the 
service  of  the  American  fur  company.  Lanman  is 
to  be  blamed  for  becoming  the  dupe  of  such  a fel- 
low, and  for  endeavoring  to  impose  upon  the  public 
professedly  upon  personal  observation,  false  impres- 
sions of  to  them  an  unknown  country. 

Morrison’s  testlmonv. 

Singular,  that  before  finishing  this  subject,  I 
shouhl  happen  to  fall  in  with  said  Morrison  himself. 
Of  course  I spoke  to  him  of  Lanman.  He  had  seen 
the  article  in  question.  M.  travelled  with  L.  from 
the  Mississippi  overland  to  the  St.  Louis  and  down 
to  this  place.  He  says,  “I  didn’t  go  to  the  falls  with 
him,  and  he  didn’t  go  there  himself.  I told  him 
there  were  three  falls  there,  and  told  him  their 
height,  that  is  what  had  been  told  to  me  for  Poe  ne- 
ver been  there  myself.  Rut  L.  has  added  to  ihem  a 
little,  pretty  considerable,  too.  He  imagined  all  the 
rest,  as  he  did  most  of  the  things  he  writes  about.” 
These  are  Morrison’s  exact  words,  and  they  convict 
Lanman  most  palpably  so  far  as  his  testimony  can 
be  relied  on. 

* * * * I had  planned  an  excursion  to  lliese 
falls  myself,  and  prepared  for  taking  accurate  ob- 
servations of  their  heights,  &c.,  &e.,  so  that  1 
might  give  the  public  definite  data  concerning  them, 
but  must  reluctantly  gave  it  up,  because  of  the 
indisposition  which  came  upon  me.  I regretted  it 
the  more  as  it  was  an  exceedingly  interesting  geolo- 
gical district, — wnich  I would  have  been  glad  to  be 
the  first  to  write  of.  But  now  Owen  at  least  of  the 
government  survey  is  before  me,  and  I must  direct 
my  ambi  ion  elsewhere.  He  with  his  corps  are  at 
La  Poinle,  on  their  way,  a portion  up  to  Fond  du 
Lac  and  the  other  up  the  Brule.  The  task  is  divid- 
ed, Jackson  takes  the  coast  as  far  as  the  boundary 
between  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  (the  Montreal  ri- 
ver,) and  Given  takes  from  thence  westward  to  the 
Mississippi.  The  latter  is  the  more  arduous  by  far, 
yet  the  more  interesting  region  also.  1 envy  them 
their  tour. 

Saturday,  12lh. — A beautiful  morning  again,  clear 
and  bright.  — and  myself  went  up  to  the  top  of 
“Morrison’s”  hill,  and  took  a seat,  foi  the  purpose 
of  attempting  a sketch  of  the  scene  from  there. — 
While  seated  there,  with  the  sun  shining  warm  and 
bright  upon  us,  down  came  a shower  of  rain,  which 
took  us  greatly  by  surprise,  for  we  had  not  observed 
the  summer  cloud  behind  us.  We  immediately  fix- 
ed ourselves  to  weather  it,  but  it  came  so  heavily 


that  it  drenched  us  in  a few  momenis  to  the  skin 
arnl  down  we  started,  down  llie  hill  for  home.  The 
moment  we  reached  the  bottom,  however,  it  ceased 
again, — though  we  were  compelled  to  go  home  and 
change  our  clothing.  This  increased  iny  cold.  It 
was  quite  an  April  day,  having  frequent  sliowers 
like  that,  the  sun  shining  through  them  all. 

GR.AND  MEDICINE  DANCE. 

Sunday,  13lh. — Was  awakened  by  the  Metaiwai 
drum,  this  being  the  day  for  a “grand  medicine 
dance.”  These  dances  sometimes  last  two  or  three 
Jays,— never  less  than  one  whole  day.  They  are 
held  on  various  occasions, — sometimes  over  a sick 
person;  sometimes  for  the  wh'ile  sick  of  the  tribe. — ■ 
If  a man  wants  to  ascertain  who  is  the  enemy  that 
haunts  him,  and  is  affecting  his  nerves  and  prevent- 
ing him  from  sleeping,  a metaiwai  is  held  to  deter- 
mine it.  if  they  are  about  to  engage  in  a game  of 
ball,  success  is  ensured  by  holding  a medicine  dance 
over  their  brandy,  &c.,  I could  not  ascertain 

liie  purpose  of  this — nor  had  I the  patience  to  spend 
a day  observing  such  a foolish,  silly  ceremony, 
abounding  with  so  much  repetition.  1 am  llierefore 
not  able  to  describe  the  whole,  but  will  endeavor  to 
convey  an  idea  of  three  portions  of  it,  which  occu- 
pied about  three  fourths  of  the  time  spent  thereat. 

There  were  I presume  about  125  engaged  in  this 
dance,  or  more.  They  seemed  to  be  divided  into  two 
parts.  They  make  a wigwam  of  considerable  length, 
say  too  paces,  at  one  end  of  which  they  have  a Uag 
and  other  ornaments  and  devices,  to  give  an  impor- 
tant air  to  the  business.  Operations  are  commenc- 
ed by  drumming  and  rattling  the  seed  box,  accom- 
panied by  singing,  to  the  tune  of  which  the  medicine 
people  came  in,  dancing  up  on  one  side  and  down 
the  other  of  the  wigwam.  The  medicine  art  is  not 
coiiHned  to  men,  but  exleniled  also  to  women  and 
children, — though  in  important  matters  men  only 
operate.  After  various  mysterious  operations,  their 
jugglery  is  commenced,  such  as  swallowing  bones, 
&c.  Then  comes  the  operation  with  the  shells, 
which  are  s.vallowed  by  each  party  alternately. — 
That  is,  they  pretend  to  swal'o  v them,  and  then, 
with  much  pain  to  discharge  them  from  the  eye, 
nose,  ends  of  the  fingers,  &c.,  &c.,  all  this  is  done 
with  grunting  as  heretofoie  described,  and  with  mu- 
sic and  dancing  between.  Then  comes  the  opera- 
tion of  shooting.  One  party  stands  arranged  round 
the  sides  of  one  half  of  the  wigwam,  while  the  other 
party  are  gathered  at  the  other  end  of  the  lodge. — 
Drumming  and  singing,  &e.  commence  when  these 
last  march  down,  and  either  shake  a seed  box  or 
medicine  bag  at  those  standing,  at  the  same  time 
hloxolng  at  those  standing,  the  head  man  at  the  first 
one  standing,  the  second  man  shaking  it  at  the  next 
man  standing,  and  so  on;  and  each  one,  as  the  bag 
is  shaken  at  him,  falls,  crying  as  if  he  was  dreadfully 
hurt,  'i'liis  goes  on,  till  the  last  passer  by,  floors 
the  last  man  standing,  and  the  former  continue  on 
to  their  half  of  the  wigwam,  and  range  themselves 
in  the  manner  the  others  had.  This  done,  there  is 
a rapid  beating  ol  the  drum  at  which,  those  who 
were  just  now  fallen,  feigning  death  or  extreme 
agony,  get  up,  and  march  round  shooting  the  others 
down  in  the  same  manner,  after  which  they  again 
range  themselves,  to  be  shot  down,  ff'his  is  repeat- 
ed over  and  over  and  over  again,  as  are  all  the  other 
portions  of  the  humbug,  uiiti)  one  is  tired,  tired, 
tired  enough  of  looking  at  it.  The  metaiwai  at  last 
winds  up,  with  a general  dance  round  the  wigwam 
for  some  lime,  and  then  a feast  for  which  a large 
pot  either  of  sugar  and  water  (on  which  they  in  a 
great  measure  live)  or  of  wild  nee.  This  over,  the 
grand  medicine  dance  is  done,  but  how  the  issue  is 
determined  or  made  known,  1 can’t  say. 

Wild  rice. — Speaking  of  wild  rice,  1 have  pro- 
cured a specimen,  as  it  conies  from  the  hull,  for  the 
National  institute.  There  is  no  comparison  between 
it,  and  that  which  grows  in  the  south,  called  out 
here  the  white  rice.  This  is  infinitely  superior  in 
taste  and  I should  presume  far  more  nutritious.  I 
should  like  to  gel  you  down  sufficient  for  a trial.  1 
gave  an  account  1 believe,  in  a letter  of  last  sum- 
mer, of  how  it  is  collected  and  threshed,  and  one  of 
the  inodes  ol  cooking  it.  They  more  frequently 
parch  it  before  it  is  perfectly  dry.  It  parenes  out 
into  a perfectly  while  grain,  and  is  quite  pleasant  to 
eat  that  way.  1 will  enclose  a few  grains,  if  they 
reach  you  whole,  from  which  you  may  judge  its 
character.  They  are  some  2 or  3 times  longer  than 
the  grains  of  white  rice,  ar.d  probably  nut  so  large 
round. 

MISSIONARIES. 

Wednesday,  Returning  from  a walk  this 

morning,  I lound  at  home  a most  agreeable  surprise 
indeed.  A missionary  had  arrived  from  La  Poirite, 
bound  inland,  he  bore  me  letters  from  home.  * * * 

The  names  of  tlie  missionaries  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Adams  and  their  little  son  and  Miss  Leonard,  and 
were  bound  for  Red  Cedar  lake, — lor  interior. 
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They  commence  their  journey  ill, — all  of  the 
party  except  Miss  Leonard  have  chills  and  fevers 
every  Hay.  They  have  little  idea  either  of  what 
they  have  to  undergo.  Voyaging  in  open  boats, 
along  the  coast  of  the  lake,  is  very  different  from 
following  on  foot  an  Indian  trail  through  an  unbro 
ken  forest,  and  a denso  entanglement  of  underbrush. 
— Such  is  the  character  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
journey  they  have  before  them, — about  250  to  300 
miles. 

THE  PORTAGE  PASSAGE. 

I went  further  up  the  river  to  the  portage,  to-day 
that  is — to  the  point  where  the  voyageur  finds  it  im-» 
possible  to  proceed  further  in  his  boat,  and  has  to 
take  to  land.  You  will  find  it  noted  on  the  map. — 
Ttie  scenery  along  here  is  beautiful,  and  wild  in  the 
extreme  and  the  ascent  and  descent  very  exciting. 
The  rapids  are  more  frequent  than  1 have  noted  on 
the  map.  We  started  from  D [a  place  marked  upon 
the  map  which  accompanies  these  notes;  we,  of 
course,  cannot  avail  of  them],  and  encountered  the 
first  at  the  point  above,  through  which,  the  oars, 
plied  hard  and  fast,  carried  us  very  slowly.  The 
next  we  came  to,  was  abreast  of,  and  above  the 
agate  island, — after  stemming  which  for  some  time 
with  the  oar  we  found  ourselves  making  no  way, 
and  therefore  had  to  get  ashore,  and  tovv  along  with 
a line,  up  to  the  next  bend.  Here  we  all  got  in 
again,  and  keeping  head  up  stream,  rowed  most 
lustily,  with  six  oars,  by  which  we  were  carried 
down  the  stream  (I  have  dotted  where  we  crossed) 
and  came  to  the  point  where  the  agate  beach  ends, 
and  the  sand  rock  descends  precipitously  into  the 
water.  The  oar  was  no  more  used,  except,  as  here, 
to  cross  the  river,  first  at  the  next  bend,  and  then  to 
the  portage, — the  places  dotted.  From  our  present 
point  of  view,  the  scene  up  river  was  a singular  one. 
From  bend  to  bend,  the  river  presented  a highly  in- 
clined plane  of  water,  with  a perfectly  smooth  sur- 
face,— not  a whirl,  eddy,  nor  ripple  on  it, — but  as 
smooth  as  a motionless  lake.  Up  this  hill  we  were 
now  drawn  as  before  with  ropes  by  men  on  shore. — 
The  hill  on  the  left  presented  a precipice  of  rock, 
against  which,  the  river,  at  the  upper  bend,  dashes 
and  is  whirled  with  great  turmoil,  into  the  channel 
which  it  immediately  after  pursues  so  quietly.  A 
tremendous  boulder  lies  directly  in  the  middle  of 
the  current  here,  which,  (the  river  here  being  quite 
narrow,  more  so  than  above  or  below)  is  dangerous 
to  pass,  and  requires  great  care  in  passing,  coming 
down,  for  we  come  down  by  the  force  of  the  current 
alone. 

Keaching  the  upper  bend,  we  again  crossed  the  ri- 
ver amid  whirls  and  eddies,  and  strike  again  just  at 
the  foot  of  the  big  hill,  whence  the  boat  is  again 
taken  in  tow.  Hereby  opportunity  was  afforded  me 
of  again  going  over  the  agate  beach,  where  1 picked 
a few  agates  and  several  very  pretty  specimens  of 
jasper.  This  position  of  the  river  is  disturbed  by 
sunken  boulders,  &.C.,  and  presents  the  appearance 
of  being  ruffled  by  a tremendous  wind, — for  though 
in  many  places  the  waves  dash  high,  there  is  no 
foam,  because  of  the  depth  of  the  disturbing  blocks. 
At  last  we  reach  the  point  opposite  where  the 
portage  commences,  and  we  crossed  the  river  for 
the  last  time.  The  bed  of  the  river  above  this  pre- 
sents a scene  wild  in  the  extreme.  The  whole  ri- 
ver is  filled  with  immense  boulders,  among  which  it 
dashes  and  foams  with  tremendous  noise  and  fury. — 
It  is  about,  1 presume,  150  feet  wide  here,  and  a 
range  of  especially  large  blocks  stretching  across 
just  above  where  we  crossed,  directs  the  great  vo- 
lume of  the  river  into  a rapid  chute  about  the  mid- 
dle. We  were  as  usual,  carried  down  streanr  by  the 
current,  in  spite  of  the  strong  pull,  the  long  pull, 
and  the  pull  altogether  of  ten  sturdy  oarsmen;  and 
when  we  came  to  the  chute,  and  were  tossed  this 
way  and  that  like  a chip;  it  was  exciting  indeed. — 
We  landed  upon  a beautiful  grass  plat,  a very  few 
paces  wide,  which  the  river  has  here  left  between 
it  and  the  perpendicular  face  of  sandstone  resting 
on  slate.  A delightful  stream  of  ice  cold  water 
gurgles  down  a rugged  channel  that  it  has  worn  in 
the  face  of  the  tw  o rocks.  After  refreshing  raysell 
here  for  a w hile,  I rambled  about  to  observe  as  much 
as  1 could  of  the  geology  of  the  place  and  to  gather 
specimens.  From  observation  and  enquiry  together, 
1 learn  that  the  sandstone,  with  a thickness  I had  not 
the  means  of  ascertaining,  rests  on  slate  with  a dip 
to  the  E.  or  S.  E.  of  about  30°.  Whether  it  be  the 
same  slate  or  not,  1 could  not  learn,  but  further  up 
the  river,  there  is  a green  slate,  known  familiarly  by 
the  name  of  green  or  Chippewa  pipe  stone,  being 
used  like  the  red  pipe  stone  among  the  Sioux,  for 
making  pipes.  This  rests  on  a conglomerate  com- 
posed principally  of  white  quartz  pebbles,  full  of 
sulphuret  of  iron,  which  is  a curious  formation. — 
Succeeding  this  again  is  black  slate,— in  one  speci 
men  of  which  I picked  up  on  the  agate  beach,  the 
sulphuret  of  iron  continues.  This  slate  forms  the 


Knife  portage, — the  second  portage  from  Fond  du 
Lac, — which  takes  its  name  from  the  upturned  edg- 
es of  the  formation,*  and  it  is  over  this,  that  the 
falls  of  that  and  Grand  portage  occur, — or  rathei 
down  the  smooth  faces  of  which  the  waters  slide. — 
These  all  dip  to  the  S.  E.  I give  these  data  not 
from  observation,  but  as  conclusions  drawn  from 
conversation  with  voyageurs  knowing  nothing  of  my 
object,  and  who  would  have  been  non  communica- 
tive, had  they  known  it  to  be  to  elicit  scientific  in- 
formation or  as  foundation  for  subjects  on  which 
they  might  betray  ignorance.  1 had  therefore  to  ap- 
proach the  facts  in  a round-about  way,  and  the  above 
is  the  result,  to  be  received  with  all  the  allowances 
due  to  such  sources  and  means,  although  my  con- 
clusions are  not  based  entirely  upon  the  representa- 
tions of  voyageurs.  I had  however  to  put  this  and 
Ihat  of  what  I could  acquire,  together. 

Having  given  you  thus  much  of  the  geology,  &c., 
I will  set  out  on  my  return.  As  stated  above,  we 
went  down  the  river  by  the  force  of  the  current, 
ptilting  the  oars  out  only  to  keep  the  boat  headed 
down  stream.  We  literally  flew  along,  and  coming 
to  the  narrow’  part  of  the  river,  where  the  dan- 
gerous rock  obstructs  the  river,  all  hands  were  on 
the  alert,  to  keep  the  boat  in  the  central  part  of  the 
current,  and  prevent  her  being  borne,  either  head  or 
stern,  into  the  pool,  which  the  great  check  makes 
belo.v  the  rock.  We  were  now  upon  the  smooth 
inclined  plain  of  water,  and  the  descent  was  elegant 
indeed,  carrying  w'ith  it  the  kind  of  excitement  that 
boys  have  in  sliding  upon  boards  down  snow  hills, 
but  increased  by  the  novelty,  and  by  the  grandeur  of 
surrounding  scenery,  high  forest  crowned  precipices 
of  solid  rock  walling  us  in  on  either  side.  The 
oarsmen  had  no  work  to  do,  but  lay  on  their  oars; 
and  familiarity  with  the  scene  had  not  rendered  them 
indifferent  to  it,  or  insensible  to  excitement, — but  the 
whoop  and  yell,  substitutes  for  the  boys’  hurrah, — 
and  all  othersimilar  demonstrations  came  from  them, 
until  we  landed  again. 

The  afternoon  brought  with  it  a severe  headache, 
which  was  followed  in  the  evening  by  a high  fever, 
a pain  in  several  of  ray  bones  and  joints,  and  a sore 
throat,  being  the  influenza,  which  has  raged  pretty 
generally  up  here  and  with  which  1 learn  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  La  Pointe  are  brought  to  their 
beds.  Luckily  1 am  not  without  a careful,  solici- 
tous. and  anxious  attendant. 

THE  FUR  TRADERS. 

Saturday  lllh  June.  I was  alone  in  my  excursion 
of  yesterday.  The  missionaries  this  day  start 
for  inland.  The  fur  traders,  too,  are  expected  down, 
and  we  were  anxious  to  see  them  “on  the  port- 
age,” and  now  was  a fair  opportunity.  We  started 
about  9 o’clock,  Mrs.  Adams  then  wiih  a shaking 
chill  upon  her.  I will  not  repeat  the  journey  up, 
mailers  being  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  on 
yesterday.  But  a lively  scene  awaited  us  at  the 
portage.  When  we  were  in  sight,  a loud  Indian  yell, 
oft  repeated,  resounded  amidst  those  rocky  walls, 
and  made  the  welkin  ring.  They  were  from  the 
“traders”  at  the  portage,  for  most  of  them  were  in. 
And  what  a scene!  There  was  the  most  fantastic 
group  that  ever  I beheld.  The  “traders”  or  “voy- 
ageiirs,”  were  French  and  Indian,  principally  the 
former,  some  thirty  or  fifty  in  number,  with  their 
(generally)  Indian  wives,  around  each  of  whom  was 
quite  a sprinkling  of  children.  The  Indians  were 
dressed  in  their  usual  style,  generally  in  the  suit  that 
nature  made  for  them,  with  the  addition  of  a blanket 
and  some  fantastic  head  dress,  of  moose’s  hair, 
wampum,  feathers,  &c.,  their  faces  painted,  and 
themselves  loungingly  seated  under  some  bush,  or  on 
a rock,  smoking  their  kinnekinnic,  in  pipes  with 
stems  a yard  long.  The  French  generally  had  on 
simply  a blue  shirt  or  frock  coat,  tied  round  the 
waist  with  a red  sash,  and  some  odd  head  dress. — 
The  lower  parts  they  leave  as  they  find  them.  They 
were  smoking,  too,  but  with  shorter  pipes,  and  ge- 
nerally shew  the  full  proportion  of  their  sturdy  per- 
sonages by  standing.  'I'hen  the  women, — some  were 
sealed,  some  cleaning  fish,  some  cooking,  and  at  va- 
rious occupations,  each  however,  with  a baby  slung 
to  its  back  by  a cradle  constructed  for  the  purpose; 
for  the  Indian  woman  does  all  her  work  with  her 
child’s  cradle  on  her  back,  seldom  laying  it  aside, 
and  when  she  does,  just  setting  the  little  thing  up 
against  a tree,  or  hanging  it  to  a limb.  Among  these 
strayed  children  of  all  sizes  and  sorts,  and  such  a 
wild,  confused  clatter  and  noise,  and  withal,  such  a 
picturesque  group,  I never  before  beheld.  It  was  a 
spectacle  to  be  beheld  in  Indian  country  only. 

*From  portages,  the  same  name,  occurring  at  several 
places  in  a N.  E direclion  between  here  and  Dog  Lake, 

I presume,  that  they  are  given  from  the  same  peculiar- 
ity, and  hence  lhat  ihe  formation  e.xlends  in  that  direc- 
tion and  to  that  distance,  and  hence  having  a dip  cor- 
responding with  that  of  ihe  rock  and  those  on  which  it 
lies  at  the  iSi.  Louis. 


Y^ou  can  imagine  nothing  more  peculiar  than  the 
appearance  of  an  Indian  child  in  its  cradle,  hanging 
at  its  mother’s  back.  The  cradle  is  a mere  flat  board, 
(against  which  the  child  lays  flat)  with  a slab  bent 
round,  near  the  bottom,  for  the  support  of  the  feet, 
and  strips  extending  from  above,  to  support  an  awn- 
ing to  protect  the  child  from  the  sun,  and  to  prevent 
its  being  hurt,  should  the  cradle  happen  to  fall.  The 
child  is  laid  on  the  board,  with  its  feet  against  the 
rounded  slab,  and  then  is  wrapped  round  and  round 
with  handsomely  worked  bands  of  worsted, — gene- 
rally worked  with  beads, — so  completely  bound  with 
its  hands  to  its  sides,  that  it  is  impossible  for  it  to 
move.  Nor  is  any  thing  seen  of  the  child  but  a lit- 
tle bit  of  a pair  of  feet,  sticking  out  below,  and  a 
tiny  little  head,  nodding  and  bowing  at  you,  at  every 
step  the  mother  takes.  I have  not  yet  become  so 
familiar  with  the  scene  as  not  to  laugh,  when  a mo- 
ther, with  a head  on  her  shoulders  turns  suddenly 
round  and  shows  another  also  behind,  beliveen  her 
shoulders.  The  cradle  is  carrid  by  a strap  across 
the  forehead.  Another  way  of  carrying  their  chil- 
dren is  just  to  sling  them  up  astraddle  upon  their 
shoulders,  as  you  have  seen  boys  ride,  and  throwing 
their  blankets  around  both,  draw  it  close  about 
them,  and  thus  keep  the  child  Irom  falling.  But 
from  this  digression.  (This  is  a rambling  letter.) 

We  were  too  late  to  see  the  voyageurs  come  in. 
It  is  curious  because  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
carry  their  load.  It  consists  of  150  to  175  lbs.,  which 
they  carry  on  their  shoulders,  by  straps  across  their 
breast  or  forehead.  This  immense  load  they  carry 
all  day  long  in  a trot,  stopping  only  for  their  meals. 
They  find  it  much  easier  and  less  tiresome  to  go  this 
way,  than  in  a walk,  for  with  that  weight  and  force 
coining  against  the  underbrush,  &c.,  which  always 
obstructs  the  trails  of  this  country,  they  easily  make 
a way,  which  it  would  require  the  exertion  of  some 
strength  and  labor  to  do,  if  they  went  slower.  The 
voyageurs  would  form  a fair  subject  for  an  interest- 
ing chapleTi  for  there  is  much  in  there  mode  of  life, 
and  things  incident  thereto  to  fill  up  several  pages. 
I cannot  therefore  dwell  upon  them  in  a mere  letter. 
By  the  way,  the  above  fact,  relative  to -their  mode 
ol  travelling,  &c.  will  show  the  reason  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  mode  of  dress. 

When  we  landed,  Mrs.  Adams  was  so  unwell  as 
to  have  to  be  laid  on  the  grass,  while  her  effects 
were  being  brought  from  the  boat.  After  getting 
three  boats  loaded  with  the  live  stock  speken  of 
above,  we  took  leave  ol  the  missionaries,  and  setoff, 
a little  fleet,  upon  our  return.  The  moment  we  left 
the  shore,  the  surcharged  clouds  which  fur  a half 
hour  past,  looked  rather  threatening,  let  suddenly 
upon  us  a tremendous  rain.  I pitied  poor  Mrs. 
A.  They  hurried  up  the  lent  over  her,  and 
there,  in  an  unselectc-d  spot,  fixed  upon  only  for  a 
moment’s  convenience,  she  must  have  lain  all  the 
morning,  for  it  continued  till  afternoon.  As  lor  us, 
we  fixed  ourselves  as  well  as  we  could  for  the  oc- 
casion, but  not  well  enough  to  prevent  getting  a good 
drenching.  Reaching  home  we  hurried  on  a change  of 
clothing,  and  whetlier  my  ailment  had  not  deserted 
me,  but  suspended  operations,  or  whether  this  new 
exposure  brought  a relapse,  1 know  not;  but  this  I 
know,  that  between  burning  fever,  bursting  head- 
ache, and  very  severe  cough,  I spent  a miserable 
evening  and  a sleepless  night. 

Friday,  IBlh.  My  fever  and  headache  had  left 
me,  but  to  return  in  the  afternoon  as  severely  as  be- 
fore. My  cough,  sore  throat,  and  pains  in  the  bones 
have  not  intermitted.  I lounged  the  day  away  prin- 
cipally on  the  bed,  and  the  miseries  of  the  night 
were  added  to,  by  a most  desperate,  and  sudden  at- 
tack from  an  army  of  musquiloes,  which  they  sus- 
tained with  a vigor  unabated  by  their  great  loss. — 
They  had  never  troubled  us  belore,  and  I know  not 
how  to  account  for  this  sudden  sally. 

I was  presented  to-day  with  a noble  pair  of  moose 
horns,  which  would  be  a great  curiosity  down  East. 
1 have  now  two  pairs,  and  if  I knew  who  of  my 
friends  would  value  such  a thing,  I would  send  a 
pair  to  him. 

Saturday,  19(/i.  I was  no  better  to-day  than  yes- 
terday. *«-**♦  I started  upon  my 
return  to  La  Pointe.  I lay  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.  ******  We  had  not 
been  of!'  more  than  three  hours,  when  a heavy  sum- 
mer cloud  passed  over  us,  and  gave  me,  as  well  as 
the  rest,  a drenching.  We  however  encamped  early 
in  the  day,  not  daring  to  venture  in  so  uncertain 
weather,  neyond  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Louis.  I had 
scarcely  strength  to  walk  from  the  boat  to  the  tent, 
— a short  distance  too, — but  thank  gracious,  after  a 
quiet  evening  and  a good  night’s  rest,  undisturbed 
by  fever,  headache,  or  inusquiloes,  1 was — 

Sxmday,  20l/i,  decidedly  better.  1 lay  all  day 
quietly  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat, raising  myself  now 
and  then  to  enjoy  the  scenery  which  we  were  pass- 
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ing.  Another  night’s  undisturbed  rest,  revived  rae, 
and  on 

Monday,  21st,  when  we  landed  to  get  breakfast,  I 
took  a little  ramble  in  the  woods,  which,  (though 
very  feeble)  I sustained  well,  and  felt  refreshed. — 
Such  is  the  efl'ect  of  voyaging  upon  me,  coinciding 
with  the  experience  of  last  year,  and  witli  the  eQ'ecl 
of  my  journey  up  to  Fond  du  Lac. 

We  reached  La  Pointe  this  day  about  10  o’clock, 
after  a fine  run  down.  By  taking  moderate  exer- 
cise every  day,  and  by  lying  down  for  a while  each 
midday,  I have  rapidly  recruited,  and  soon  became 
myself  again. 

We  subjoin  one  of  Mr.  Lanman’s  letters,  with  re- 
ferences attached  by  our  correspondent. 

From  the  J^ctu  York  Evening  Post. 

The  subjoined  interesting  letter  gives  an  account 
of  a cataract,  to  which  the  lovers  of  the  picturesque 
will  probably  soon  begin  to  make  their  summer  pil- 
grimages. It  is  from  the  forthcoming  woikof  Charles 
Lanman,  consisting  of  sketches  of  his  journey  in 
the  northwest. 

THE  ST  LOUIS  niVEH. 

Mouth  of  the  St.  Louis,  Jlagust,  1846. 

By  looking  on  the  map  you  will  observe  that  this 
river  enters  Lake  Superior  on  the  extreme  west.  1 
had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  its  precise  length, 
but  was  told  that  above  the  Savannah,  where  1 
struck  it,  and  where  my  last  letter  was  dated,  it  is 
an  inconsiderable  stream.  From  that  point  to  the 
lake  It  is  quite  a majestic  river,  and  1 should  sup- 
pose the  distance  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  It  has  more  the  appearance  of  a wild  New 
England  river  than  any  other  that  I have  seen  in  the 
western  country.  It  is  exceedinglyerorky,  and  so 
full  of  sui  ken  boulders  and  dangerous  rapids  that  it 
never  could  be  made  navigable  farther  up  than  Fond 
du  Lac,  which  is  twenty  miles  from  Lake  Superior. 
The  water  is  perfectly  clear,  but  of  a rich  snuff  co 
lor,  owing  probably  to  the  swamps  out  of  which  it 
runs.  It  is  said  to  rise  and  fall  very  suddenly.  Its 
entire  shores  are  without  a solitary  habitation  (ex- 
cepting at  the  trading  posts  already  mentioned)  and 
the  scenery  is  picturesque,  wild,  and  romantic. — 
But  1 hear  the  roar  of  its  glorious  cataracts  and 
must  attempt  at  description  of  them. 

There  is  a place  on  the  river,  called  the  Knife 
Portage,  (0)  from  the  fact  that  the  rocks  here  are 
exceedingly  sharp  and  pointed,  where  it  forms  a 
large  bend,  and  where  the  voyager  has  to  make  a 
portage  of  twelve  miles.  The  length  of  this  bend 
may  be  sixteen  miles,  and  in  that  distance,  the  water 
has  a fall  of  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
The  width  ol  the  river  may  be  from  three  to  four 
hundred  yards.  (1)  At  this  point,  just  above  Fond  du 
Lac,  are  three  nameless  waterfalls,  whose  dimen- 
sions are  indeed  stupendous:  they  are  said  to  be  the 
largest  in  the  northwest.  The  water  of  the  first 
tumbles  over  a pile  of  pointed  rocks,  and  after  twist- 
ing Itself  into  every  possible  variety  of  schutes  and 
foaming  streams,  finally  murmurs  itself  to  sleep  in  a 
pool  eighty  feet  (2)  below  the  summit  whence  it  took 
its  first  leap. 

The  second  fall  or  rather  ca/aract,  (3)  is  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  (4)  nearly  perpendicular, 
and  the  water  rushes  over  almost  in  a solid  and  un- 
broken body. 

The  walls  of  slate  on  either  side  are  lofty,  and 
“crowned  with  a peculiar  diadem  of  trees,”  and  as 
the  roaring  of  the  fall  is  perfectly  deafening,  its  ef- 
fect upon  me  was  allied  to  that  of  jYiagaraH!  (5)— 
The  pools  at  the  bottom  appear  to  be  black  and  fa- 
thomless, but  the  spray  was  whiter  than  snow,  and 
the  rainbows  beautiful  beyond  comparision.  When  1 
gazed  upon  the  features  of  this  superb  water- wonder, 
united  as  they  were  in  one  complete  picture;  when  1 
listened  to  the  scream  of  an  hundred  eagles  (6)  ming- 
ling with  its  roar  and  thought  of  the  uninhabited 
wilderness  in  every  direction  around  me,  I was  most 
deeply  impressed  with  the  power  of  the  Omnipo- 
tent. * 

1 visited  this  cataract  accompanied  by  a party  of 
Indians,  and  owing  to  the  lengtt||)f  time  it  took  us 
to  reach  it,  we  were  compelItU  to  spend  the  night 
in  its  immediate  vicinity.  And  then  it  was  that  the 
eflfcct  of  this  cataract  upon  my  mind  was  so  impres- 
sive as  actually,  at  times,  to  be  exceedingly  painful. 
We  built  our  watch  fire  on  the  southern  shore,  in  a 
sheltering  bay  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
fall,  and  on  a spot  where  we  could  co"mmand  a com- 
plete view  of  the  superb  picture. 

Our  supper  on  that  occasion  was  composed  exclu- 
sively of  venison,  as  one  of  the  parly  had  succeeded 
in  killing  a deer  (7)  in  one  of  his  morning  excur- 

(0)  Grand  Portage. 

.j!  01^1°  feet.  (2)  Ten  to  fifteen  leet. 

Forty  to  si.xty.  (5)  Fancy. 

(6)  rew,  and  seldom  seen  up  here. 

(1)  Leer  are  taken  very  seldom,  o.nly  in  the  winter. 


sions;  and  though  I had  not  eaten  for  nine  or  ten 
hours,  I seemed  to  have  lost  my  appetite,  and  took 
my  food  merely  as  a matter  of  necessity; — the  fact 
was,  1 thought  myself  the  inhabitant  of  a “fantastic 
realm,”  and  could  hardly  feel  that  1 was  a mere 
mortal,  the  creature  of  an  hour.  After  onr  repast 
was  ended,  two  of  the  Indians  lighted  their  birchen 
torches  and  jumped  into  a canoe  for  the  purpose  of 
spearing  fish.  1 watched  them  with  peculiar  inter 
est,  and  saw  them  perform  one  feat  which  was  truly 
wonderful.  They  had  wounded  an  immense  pike 
on  a shoal,  very  near  a column  of  the  falling  ele- 
ment, when  the  stricken  creature  floundered  away 
into  the  foaming  water,  and  the  canoe  darted  on  in 
quick  pursuit!  as  if  its  inmates  were  determined  to 
capture  or  die.  One  moment  it  seemed  as  if  the 
torrent  of  water  must  be  pouring  into  the  canoe  and 
the  torches  be  extinguished,  and  then  again,  I could 
only  see  a halo  of  light  looking  like  the  sun  rising 
at  midnight,  as  the  fishermen  glided  behind  (8)  a 
sheet  of  water  or  a cloud  of  spray!!!  They  were 
successful  in  their  sport,  and  finally  returned  and 
presented  their  prize  at  my  feet.  The  party  then 
enjoyed  a pipe  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the 
younger  Indian  commenced  playing  their  favorite 
moccasin  game,  and  I spent  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  conversing  with  the  ctiief  and  patriarch  of 
the  band,  from  whom  I gathered  the  following  tra- 
dition respecting  the  cataract: 

“More  moons  ago,  than  I can  count,”  said  the  old 
man,  “the  country  lying  between  the  big  lake  (Su- 
perior) and  the  place  where  the  sun  goes  down,  was 
pawned  by  the  Sioux  nation  which  was  then  immen- 
sely powerful.  They  were  very  cruel  in  their  war- 
fare, and  did  everything  in  their  power  to  annihilate 
the  Chippewa  nation.  The  Great  Spirit  was  not 
their  friend,  but  ours,  and  once,  when  a multitude  of 
their  warriors  were  pursuing  some  of  our  hunters 
down  the  river,  the  Great  Spirit  suddenly  kicked  out 
the  bottom  in  this  place,  and  the  principal  enemies  of 
our  nation  were  all  destroyed.  Since  that  lime  we 
have  been  the  possessors  of  this  vast  country,  and 
the  children  of  our  ancient  enemies  catch  the  bufl'alo 
in  a far  distant  land.” 

With  this  legend  deeply  impressed  on  my  brain, 
(the  telling  of  which  occupied  my  companions  for 
neary  two  hours.)  I ordered  more  wood  to  be  placed 
upon  the  fire,  and  leaving  the  others  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  1 rolled  myself  up  in  my  blanket,  and 
was  soon  asleep.  I was  awakened  only  once  during  the 
night,  and  that  was  by  distant  howl  of  a ivolj,  (9) 
mingling  with  the  solemn  anthem  of  the  cataract 
I sat  up  for  a moment  to  look  upon  the  scene,  but 
the  sky  was  covered  with  clouds,  and  it  was  exceed- 
ingly dark.  Eeven  the  embers  of  our  watch-fire  had 
ceased  blazing.  Around  me  lay  my  companions  in 
a deep  sleep.  Once  more  did  1 listen  to  that  dread- 
ful howl  and  that  God-like  voice  of  many  waters, 
until  like  a frightened  child,  (10)  1 hastily  covered  my 
head  and  wept  myself  to  sleep.  On  the  following 
morning  we  resumed  our  journey  in  the  midst  of  a 
ram  storm,  the  memory  ol  that  night  and  that  cata- 
ract haunting  rae  like  a dream. 

The  next  perpendicular  fall  within  the  bend  I have 
mentioned  is  some  two  miles  down  the  stream,  and 
is  only  about  ^/(y /erf  (II)  in  height,  but  its  gran- 
deur IS  somewhat  enhanced  by  the  rapids  which 
succeed  it,  and  have  a fall  of  some  forty  or  fifty  feet 
more.  An  old  trader  tells  me  that  I am  the  first  tra- 
veller from  the  states  who  has  ever  taken  the  trou- 
ble actually  to  visit  these  cataractsll!  (12)  If  this  is 
a fact,  and  as  the  Indians,  so  far  as  1 can  learn  have 
never  christened  them,  I claim  the  privilege  of  giv- 
ing them  a name.  Let  them  then  be  known  herealter 
as  the  Chippeiea  Falls.  (13)  It  is  a singular  ciicum- 
stance  that  a pine  tree  might  be  cut  in  this  mterior 
vvilderness,  and  if  launched  in  one  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  Mississippi,  or  in  the  St.  Louis  river,  and  pro- 
pelled by  favorable  winds  alone,  could,  in  process  of 
time  be  planted  in  the  hull  of  a ship  at  any  sea  port 
on  the  globe. 

The  navigable  portion  of  St.  Louis,  as  before  re- 
marked, extends  only  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
lake,  at  which  point  is  the  place  legitimately  called 
Fond  du  Lac.  It  is  an  ancient  trading  po^t,  and  con- 
tains about  half  a dozen  white  inhabitants,  viz:  a 
worthy  missionary  and  his  interesting  family.  'I'lie 
agent  of  the  Fur  Company  and  his  assistants  are 
half  brerds,  and  a most  godless  set  of  people  they 
are.  It  is  a general  renuezvous  for  several  Indian 
tribes,  and  when  1 was  there,  was  quite  crowded 
with  the  barbarians.  (14) 

(8)  Impossible,  from  the  manner  of  the  falls  or  slide. 

(D)  Every  man  here  says, — not  a woll  in  liiese  parts. 

(10)  Literally.  (11)  Eight  to  ten  (12)  Whew! 

(13)  'I'liere  is  already  a Chippewa  Falls  on  the  Chip- 
pewa river. 

(14)  The  Indians  were  ai  payment  at  La  Pointe  when 
lie  passed. 


Fond  du  Lac,  so  far  as  the  scenery  is  concerned, 
is  one  of  the  most  trulv  delightful  places  that  I ever 
met  with  in  my  life.  The  first  while  man  who  traded 
lure  was  my  friend  Morrison,  (15)  after  whom  the  high- 
est hill  in  the  vivinily  was  named.  Upon  this  eminence 
I spent  a pleasant  afternoon  revelling  over  a land- 
scape of  surpassing  loveliness.  Far  below  me  lay 
an  extensive  meadow,  on  the  left  of  which  was  a 
pretty  lake,  and  on  the  right  a little  hamlet  compos- 
ed of  log  cabins  and  bark  wigwams.  The  broad 
valley  of  the  St.  Louis  faded  away  to  the  east,  stud- 
ded with  islands,  and  protected  on  either  side  by  a 
range  of  hi^h  wood  crowned  hills,  beyond  which 
reposed  in  its  conscious  pride  the  mighty  lake-won- 
der of  the  world.  The  atmosphere  that  upon  the 
whole  scene  seemed  to  halo  every  feature,  and  with 
the  occasional  tinkling  of  a solitary  cow-bell,  com- 
bined to  fill  my  heart  with  an  indescribable  joy. 

Most  of  my  rambles  about  this  place  were  per- 
formed in  company  with  the  missionary  already 
mentioned.  Pie  informed  me  that  the  surrounding 
country  abounded  in  rich  copper  ore,  in  agates,  and 
cornelians  of  the  first  water,  and  that  all  the  smaller 
streams  of  the  country  afforded  rare  trout  fishing. — 
If  this  end  of  Lake  Superior  should  become,  as  I 
doubt  not  it  will,  famous  for  its  mines.  Fond  du  Lac 
would  be  a most  agreeable  place  to  reside  in,  as  it  is 
easily  reached  by  vessels.  I was  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  this  gentleman,  and  could  not  but  contrast 
the  appearance  of  his  dwelling  with  that  of  his 
neighbor,  the  French  trader.  In  the  one  you 
might  see  a small  library,  a large  family  bible,  the 
floor  covered  with  malting,  &;c. , a neat,  tidy,  and  intelli- 
gent wife  and  children;  in  the  other  a pack  of  cards,  a 
barrel  of  whiskey,  a stock  of  guns,  and  a family  whose 
filthiness  was  only  equalled  by  the  total  ignorance  of  its 
aarious  members.  (16)  And  this  as  a contrast  only 
inadequately  portrays  the  diflerence  between  Chris- 
tianity and  Ilealhenisra. 

1 left  Fond  du  Lac  about  daybreak,  and  with  a 
retinue  of  some  twenty  canoes,  w hich  were  freight- 
ed with  Indians  bound  to  a payment  at  La  Pointe. — 
It  was  one  of  those  misty  summer  mornings  when 
every  object  in  nature  wears  a bewitching  aspect, 
and  her  still  small  voice  seems  to  whisper  to  the 
heart  that  it  is  not  the  “whole  of  life,  to  live,  nor 
the  whole  of  death,  to  die,”  and  when  we  feel  that 
God  is  omnipotent  and  the  mind  immortal.  But  the 
scenery  of  this  portion  of  the  river  is  beautiful! — 
beautiful  beyond  anything  I had  imagined  to  exist  in 
any  country  on  the  globe!!!  The  entire  distance 
from  Fond  du  Lac  to  this  place,  as  before  mentioned, 
is  not  far  from  twenty  miles.  The  river  is  very 
broad  and  deep  and  completely  filled  with  wooded 
islands,  while  on  either  side  extends  a range  of 
mountains  which  are  as  wild  and  solitary  as  when 
brought  into  existence. 

Every  member  of  the  voyaging  party  seemed  to 
be  perfectly  happy,  and  w'e  travelled  at  our  ease, 
for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  the  enjoyment  of  the 
voyage.  At  one  time  we  landed  at  the  base  of  a 
cliff,  and  while  I made  a drawing  or  ransacked  the 
shore  for  agates  and  cornelians,  and  the  young  In- 
dians clambered  up  a hill  side  for  roots  or  berries, 
the  more  venerable  personages  of  the  party  would 
sit  in  their  canoes  quietly  puffing  away  at  their  pipes 
as  they  watched  the  movements  of  their  young  com- 
panions. Ever  and  anon  might  be  heard  the  report 
of  a gun,  or  the  whizz  of  an  arrow,  as  we  happened 
to  pass  the  feeding  place  of  a flock  of  ducks,  the 
nest  of  an  eagle  or  raven,  or  the  marshy  haunt  of  a 
muskrat  or  otter.  Now,  we  surprised  a couple  of 
deer  swimming  across  the  river,  one  of  which 
the  Indians  succeeded  in  capturing:  and  now  we 
hauled  up  our  canoes  on  a sandy  island  to  have  a 
talk  with  some  lonely  Indian  family,  the  smoke  of 
whose  wigwam  had  attracted  our  attention,  raising 
from  between  the  trees.  Our  sail  down  the  river 
occupied  as  usual  about  ten  o’clock,  when  we 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  disembarked  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  and  eating  our  breakfast. 
We  landed  on  the  river  side  of  a long  sandy  point, 
and  while  the  Indians  were  cooking  a venison  steak 
and  a large  trout,  I rambled  over  the  sand  hills,  and 
as  the  sun  came  out  of  a cloud  and  dissipated  every 
vestige  of  the  morning  mist,  obtained  my  first  view 
of  Lake  Superior,  where  above  the  apparently 
boundless  plain,  1 could  only  discover  an  occasional 
gull  wheeling  to  and  fro  as  if  sporting  with  the  sun- 
beams. 

(15)  What  an  assertion!  For  more  than  a hundred 
and  iifiy  years,  and  long  before  Morrison  was  born, 
white  traders  liave  been  familiar  with  ihe  place.  No 
one  has  heard  of  llie  hill  alluded  to,  being  called  Morri- 
son’s hill,  before  Mr.  Lanmaii’s  publication  appeared. 

(16)  Not  a solitary  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  ol  this, 
and  I speak  from  my  own  knowledge  and  observation. 
Moreover,  ihe  agent  of  the  company  was  at  La  Pointe 
while  Mr  L.  was  there.  A more  gentlemanly  person 
than  Mr.  Beaulieu,  more  Ifee  Iroin  the  evils  eiiinnerat- 

Icd  and  more  sincerely  opposed  to  them,  does  not  exist. 
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'J'he  Harvest  and  Crops — Publicaiions  from  all  parts 
of  tlie  couniry  substantiate  the  opinion  we  expressed 
some  weeks  since,  tliat_  tlie  yield  of  wheat  and  rye 
throughout  the  Union,  will  be  fully  equal  to  that  of  last 
year, — when  the  superior  quality  of  the  grain  is  taken 
into  the  computation. 

For  the  Indian  Corn  crop— The  weather  continues 
as  favorable  as  could  be  desired.  It  will  be  the  largest 
crop,  beyond  doubt,  ever  made  in  this  country. 

The  Crop  of  Hay— Promises  to  be  a fair  average. 

Potatoes— The  early  crop  turned  out  very  well — su- 
perior in  quality  to  what  we  have  had  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  with  but  slight  symptoms  of  the  rot.  The 
disease  it  is  fervently  hoped,  has  passed  ft om  us— and 
from  Europe  also. 

Flour — Piice.®,  at  New  York— Genesee  and  South- 
ern brands  $5  87|;  Michigan  5 62  a 5 75;  at  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Georgetown,  and  Richmond,  prices 
range  from  5 62j  to  ®6.  Supply  quite  light.  At  New 
Orleans  on  the  4th  prices  range  from  4 20  to  4 50. 

Elections.  The  returns  of  several  of  the  elections 
which  took  place  last  week  are  received,  though  from 
no  one  slate  entire,  except  for  congressmen.  The  results 
so  far  as  ascertained  are  as  follows; 

North  Carolina.  Election  5th  August,  fur  nine  con- 


gressmen. 

Congress.  Administration.  Whig. 

5th  dis.  Abraham  Venable  1st  dis.  Clingman 


6th  dis.  Jas.  J.  McKay 
7ili  dis.  Gen.  Daniel 


or  By- 


num 

2d  dis.  Nathan  Boyden 
3d  dis.  Daniel  M.  Barrin- 
ger (gain) 

4th  dis.  Augt.  H.  Shepperd 

8th  dis.  Rich’d.  S.  Donnell 
(gain) 

9th  dis.  Col.  Outlaw  (gain) 

Showing  a whig  gain  of  three  members. 

Alabama.  Election  2d  August,  for  governor,  repre- 
sentatives to  congress,  and  state  legislature.  The  re- 
turns received  are  from  the  whig  section  of  the  state, 
and  shows  a considerable  whig  gain  on  previous  elec- 
lions,  but  the  nortliern  and  interior  sections  will  no 
doubt  secure  the  election  of  tlie  administration  candi- 
date for  governor,  and  a majority  to  tlie  legislature. 

For  congress,  so  far,  tlie  re.suU  is — 

3d  dis.  S.  W.  Harris  1st  dis.  Juhn  Gayle  (gain) 

5tli  dis.  G.  S.  Houston  5U0  maj. 

6tli  dis.  VV.  R.  Cobb  2J  dis.  H.  VV.  Hilliard,  re- 

elected. 

A whig  gain  of  one  member.  Fourili  and  sevenlli 
districts  to  hear  from. 

Kentucky.  Election  2d,  3d,  and  4th  August,  for  ten 
congressmen  and  state  legislature. 

Congressmen.  Adm.  Whig. 

1st  dis.  Lynn  Boyd  4ili  dis.  Aylelt  Buckner 

2d  dis.  Dr.  Samuel  Payton  5th  dis.  J.  B.  Thompson 


(gain) 

3d  dis.  B.  L.  Clark  (gain) 
9th  dis.  R.  French  (gain) 


6tli  dis.  Green  Adams, 
(gain) 

7th  dis.  G.  Duncan. 

8th  dis.  C.  S.  Moorehead 
10th  dis.  Maj.  J.  P.  Gaines 
(gain) 

Sliowing  a net  administration  gain  ol  one.  Tliere 
will  be  a large  whig  majority  in  th«  legislature. 

Indiana.  Election  2d  August,  for  ten  congressmen 
and  members  of  the  legislature. 

Congressmen  elected.  Adm.  Whig. 


1st  dis.  E.  Enibre,  (gai.a) 
4lh  dis.  C.  B.  Smith 
7tli  dis.  R.  W.  'J  hompsori 


2d~dis.  T.  .1.  Henley 
3d  dis.  J.  L.  Robinson 
5th  dis.  W.  W.  Wide 
6ili  dis-  D.  M.  Dobson 
8th  dis,  John  Petit 
9tli  dis.  C.  W.  Callicart 
lUtli  dis.  Rockhill 

Sliowing  a whig  gain  of  one. 

The  stale  senate  will  stand  26  adm.,  2-1  whigs.  In 
the  liouse  the  wliigs  will  liave  a majority  of  four  or  five. 

Tennessee.  But  few  returns  received, — nothing  defi- 
nite. 

Iowa.  Wm.  Thompson  (adm.)  is  elected  in  the  1st 
congressional  district.  Second  district  in  doubt. 

Terrible  Tragedy. — A mob  of  six  or  eight  men 
attacked  the  house  of  a man,  named  Menick,  near 
New  Albany,  (Indiana,)  on  Sunday  night,  18th  ull., 
and  the  three  first  who  entered  were  felled  to  the 
earth  by  the  occupant.  Jos.  Davis  and  another, 
BO  injured,  that  they  cannot  survive.  Menick  then 
surrendered  himself  to  the  civil  authorities. 

Deaths. — It  New  York,  during  the  week  ending 
31st  July,  453,  of  which  319  were  natives,  including 
45  coloured  persons.  During  the  week  ending  the 
7lh  insl.  420  deaths  occurred. 

JH  Baitimorc  last  week  110  deaths  occurred,  of 
whicli  45  were  under  one  year,  15  were  free  colored, 
and  5 slaves. 

Yellow  Fever  at  New  Orlenns. — The  board  of  health 
of  New  Orleans  in  a card,  published  on  the  3d  inst., 

say “It  becomes  the  duty  of  this  board  to  apprise 

the  public,  and  parlicularly  the  unacclimated,  that 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  an  epidemic,  that  the  latter  may 
prepare  to  absent  themselves  in  time,  and  avoid  such 
exposure  and  imprudence  as  may  increase  their  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  disease.” 


During  the  week  ending  31st  July,  131  deaths 
were  reported,  of  which  16  were  of  yellow  fever  and 
13  of  typhus  fever.  On  the  3d  instant,  8 deaths  by 
yellow  fever,  on  the  4th  inst.  13  by  the  same. 

At  the  charity  hospital  New  Orleans,  during  the 
week  ending  31st  ult.,  38  deaths  occurred  of  yellow 
fever.  On  the  1st  and  21  August  55  admissions,  13 
deaths,  of  which  7 were  by  yellow  fever;  89  cases  of 
yellow  fever  under  treatment.  On  the  3i’d  there 
were  43  admissions.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th 
there  were  100  cases  under  treatment.  On  the  5th, 
6 deaths  by  yellow  fever. 

Captain  Henry  Pillsbury  died  on  the  7th  instant  of 
yellow  fever,  on  board  the  United  Stales  steamship 
McKim,  of  which  he  was  commander.  He  was  a 
son  of  the  Honorable  Timothy  Pillsbury,  M.  C.  from 
Texas. 

ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION. 

By  the  steamer  Ohio,  arrived  on  the  5th  at  N.  Orleans 
from  Brazos  Santiago,  dates  from  thence  to  the  31st  and 
from  Galveston  to  the  2d,  are  received. 

The  Matamoros  Flag,  ot  the  27 ih  ult.,  states  that  for 
more  than  a week  they  have  had  reports  tliere  of  Gen. 
Scott  having  entered  Mexico.  'Pile  Flag  appears  to 
credit  the  report,  but  on  tracing  it,  it  appears  to  liave 
reached  Matamoros  from  Monterey,  and  to  have  arriv- 
ed at  Monterey  on  the  14ih,  at  wliieli  limb  it  is  certain 
lliat^Gen.  Scott  had  not  left  Puebla. 

The  commandant  at  Matamoros,  on  the  26ili  July, 
received  a letter  from  Gen.  Hopping,  stating  that  he  had 
information  of  Gen.  Urrea  being  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains  at  the  head  of  4,000  men,  and  requesting  a 
squadron  of  dragoons.  The  Flag  says,  liowever,  that 
“their  colonel  chooses  to  remain  hero  until  he  has  re- 
ceived liis  complement  of  liorses,  in  the  mean  time  dril- 
ling his  men  as  thoroughly  as  could  he  done  elsewhere. 
A company  of  mounted  men  from  Oliio,  recently  arriv- 
ed, was  sent  up  to  Gem  Hopping. 

Col.  Carvnjal.  We  understand  from  several  sources 
tliat  this  worthy  was  on  Friday  last  at  Lavacaria,  some 
twenty-five  leagues  distant,  on  the  road  to  Linares,  with 
2.50  men,  having  been  joined  by  Galan,  anoilier  guerril- 
la cliief.  They  were  said  to  have  detained  a large  num- 
ber of  mules  loaded  vviili  corn,  soap,  sugar,  and  other 
produce,  destined  for  lliis  place,  besides  one  hundred 
cargoes  of  goods  vvhicli  had  been  sent  from  here  to 
Monterey.’’ 

Letters  from  camp  Buena  Vista  to  the  IStli  July,  state 
that  Gen.  Cushing  and  suit  reached  Monterey  on  the 
16th  Tlie  A'lississippi  and  North  Carolina  troops  were 
suffering  by  diarrlieas,  &c.,  average  three  deaths  a day. 
Of  the  former,  lUO  sick,  of  the  latier  150.  The  Virginia 
regiment  had  150  sick,  but  no  deaths. 

Numerous  reports  are  given  in  those  letters,  hardly 
worth  detailing  here. 

An  article  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  12th 
inst.;  gives  the  following; 

Appropriations  of  the  last  session. 

For  support  ol'  the  army  and  volunteers  $32,178,461  88 
For  support  of  the  navy  9,307,958  19 

For  concluding  peace  with  Mexico  3,000,000  00 


$44,486,419  93 

Appropriations  at  the  previous  session 


For  prosecution  of  existing  war 
For  support  of  the  army 
For  voluiileers  and  other  troops 
For  support  of  ihe  navy 
For  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen 
For  sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers 


$10,000,000  00 
6,873,082  07 
11,957,359  00 
7,449,703  35 
81,500  00 
25,000  00 


$36,336,645  02 

JVar  appropriations  since  the  war  begun. 

Last  year  $36,386,645  02 

This  year  44,486,419  98 


Total  war  appropriations  $80,873,065  CO 

The  appropriations  tor  the  same  objects  at  the  next 
session  of  congress,  should  the  war  continue,  will  ex 
ceed  rather  tlian  fall  short  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

Anglo  Saxon  civilization.  Colonel  Benton  in  a 
speech  delivered  at  Jelferson  City,  Missouri,  a short 
time  since,  takes  a pass  at  the  Gods  themselves,  in 
elevating  the  western  division  of  the  Anglo  Saxon 
civilizers.  We  give  an  extract — “ The  vast  expansion 
of  the  American  branch  of  the  white  race,  was 
briefly  touched  upon  by  CjI.  B.  He  said  the  man 
liad  but  lately  died  in  England  who  heard — heard 
without  believing — the  fervid  Burke  say  that  the 
English  colonists  on  the  Atlantic  would  one  day 
cross  the  Alleganies,  and  come  down  into  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  man  is  alive  now  who  saw 
some  straggling  hunters  crawling  over  the  Alleganies, 
creeping  down  the  Kentucky  and  the  Cumberland, 
and  hiding  themselves  in  cane  breaks  to  avoid  delec- 
lion  and  dealli. 

“And  what  does  the  same  man  see  now.7  The 
■Mississippi  valley  teeming  with  population;  their 
gigantic  progeny  scaling  the  Rocky  Mountains,  de- 
scending to  the  Pacific,  and  launching  the  ship  and 
sleaiiihoal  on  that  remote  sea.  Great  is  tlie  destiny 
which  leads  on  this  vanguard  of  the  master  race  of 
the  liumari  family.  Barbarians  conquer  to  destroy", 
civilized  man  to  improve  and  exalt;  Uie  Anglo  Saxon 


will  carry  liis  civilization  wherever  he  goes.  Stand- 
ing now  upon  all  the  summits  of  the  Cordilleras  Irotn 
the  Atzec  empire  to  the  sources  of  Oregon,  he  has 
a field  before  him,  such  as  man  never  contemplated 
before.  Fabulous  mythology  tells  of  giants  who 
climbed  to  the  tops  of  mountains  to  hurl  rocks  at 
the  gods;  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  such  gods  as  they 
had  in  those  days  deserved  to  be  stoned.  Our  young 
giants  climbed  loftier  mountains  than  ever  mythology 
conceived  of,  even  after  piling  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  and 
Ossa  upon  Olympus, and  not  for  the  purpose  of  throw- 
ing stones  at  geds,  not  even  at  people,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  lights  of  science  and  of  civi- 
lization to  the  furtherest  verge  of  our  continent. — 
Great  is  the  destiny  of  this  vanguard  of  the  white 
race,  and  nobly  will  it  be  fulfilled.  We  see  it  willi- 
out  emotion,  because  it  is  done  by  our  children;  but 
posterity,  looking  back,  will  be  astonished:  Europe 
looking  on,  will  be  astonished;  Old  Asia  looking  up, 
from  a long  slumber,  and  seeing  a glimmering  light, 
and  feeling  a genial  warmth,  fro;n  a new  quarter, 
will  wonder  what  new  Sun  has  risen  across  tlie  sea 
to  restore  him  to  life  and  animation.” 

The  Public  Lands. — Statement,  showing  the  number 
of  acres  sold,  and  amount  of  purchase  money,  during 
tlie  year  1845  and  tlie  three  first  quarters  of  1846. 


1845, 

Slates. 

Three  first  qrs. 
Purchase 

0/1816. 

Purchase 

Ohio 

Acres. 

Money. 

Acres. 

Money. 

11,152 

78,562 

$235,954 

61,775 

$135,035 

Indiana 

98,260 

90,542 

113,236 

Illinois 

436,576 

609,356 

336,993 

533,553 

Missouri 

247,573 

309,994 

141,646 

177,1.30 

Alabama 

77,894 

97,369 

4-2,644 

53,337 

Mississippi 

28,232 

35,291 

97,791 

127,310 

Louisiana 

<68,830 

117,107 

61,633 

71,055 

Michigan 

25,016 

34,069 

24,353 

33,191 

Arkansas 

36.240 

45,302 

25,198 

30,922 

Florida 

20,053 

23,007 

30,804 

38,653 

Iowa 

309,636 

262,146 

234,136 

231,420 

Wisconsin 

434,653 

550,370 

524,4-22 

613,193 

1,843,527  $2,470,303  1,728,408  $2,222,920 

Aggregate  proclaimed  lor  sale  during  the  past  year — 
acre-',  12.535,878. 

01  this  in  “Ohio,  1,760;  Illinois,  279,048;  Wisconsin, 
1,231,761;  Iowa,  1,181,123;  Missouri,  3.143,163;  Arkan- 
sas, 3,811,193;  Mississippi,  1,574,040;  Florida,  1,263,585. 
Toiai,  12,53.5,878  acres” 

111  ihe  Northern  peninsula  and  lake  copper  region, 
ready  fur  sale  1,719,618. 

In  Illinois  all  the  public  lands  have  been  surveyed  and 
offered  for  sale  except  about  28,000. 

In  Indiana,  tile  last  Miaqii  cession  is  now  being  sur- 
veyed; when  completed  tlie  whole  Miami  tract  will  he 
offered  for  sale. 

In  Missouri,  upwards  of  3,000.000  acres  have  been 
proclaimed  this  year,  and  nearly  400,000  acres  more  are 
prepared,  but  not  offered  for  sale — part  lieiug  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Clainorgan  cliiim,  part  being  in  the 
current  river  copper  region,  and  part  suspended  until 
tlie  iiortliern  boundary  is  settled. 

In  Wisconsin  upwards  of  1,250,000  acres  liave  been 
proclaimed. 

In  Iowa  upwards  of  1,000,000  acres  have  been  pro- 
claimed, and  about  250, OOJ  acres  more  are  ready. 

In  Arkansas  about  3,250,000  liave  been  proclaimed, 
and  nearly  1,000,000  acres  are  ready,  but  suspended  on 
account  of  the  interference  of  tlie  De  Basthrop  and  Cla- 
morgaii  claims. 

Ill  Louisiana,  upwards  of500,000  acres  have  been  pre- 
pared, hutsuspended  on  account  of  the  Do  Bastrop  and 
Daulerivo  claims. 

Ill  Mississippi  upwards  of  1,500,000  acres  have  been 
advertised,  being  all  that  are  ready. 

In  Alabama,  about  68,000  acres — heretofore  suspended 
on  account  of  private  claims — are  now  ready  for  market. 
In  Florida,  upwards  of  1,230,000  acres  have  been  pro- 
claimed during  the  past  year,  and  nearly  200,000  acres 
more  pi^epared. 

Oi  the  lands  thus  proclaimed  there  are  279,048  acres 
in  Illinois,  "285,126  in  Iowa,  153,392  in  Wisconsin,  112, 
769  in  Arkansas. 

All  heretofore  vvilhheld  on  account  of  supposed  min- 
eral qualities,  or  containing  timber  fit  for  smelting  pur- 
poses, are  now  ordered  into  market  under  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  1 1th  July  last.  None,  however,  embrace  ' 
lands  on  whieii  there  are  unexpired  leases. 


Tte  Mail  Steamer  United  States. — The  se- 
cond for  the  American  line  between  New  York, 
Southampton,  and  Bremen,  will  be  launched  next 
week  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Brown  & Bell,  New 
York.  Captain  Wagstafl',  formerly  of  the  Union 
line,  is  to  have  command  of  her.  '1  he  second  bed 
plats  of  her  engine,  cast  last  week  at  the  foundry 
of  Secor  & Co.,  New  York,  weighs  twenty-seven  to 
twenty-nine  tons. 


POSTSCRIPT — The  steamer  Fashion  arrived  at 
New  Orleans,  brings  accounts  from  General  Scott, 
who  was  still  at  Puebla,  on  the  3Uth  of  July.  Ge- 
neral Pierce  had  reached  Perote  with  his  train. — 
All  tlie  accounts  about  peace  contradicted. 
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Pr.lVTEU  AN'D  rOBUSHED,  EVERT  SATURDAY,  BY  JEREMIAH  HUGHES,  EDITOR  AND  PBCPRI  ;TOR,  AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


A GLIMPSE  AT  PASSING  AFFAIRS. 


AVitliout  question,  the  passing  is  tlic  most  eventful 
perioil  that  the  world  has  for  a long  time  witnessed. 
Tlie  developments  of  the  day — the  achievements  of 
science,  tlie  progress  of  new  and  most  wonderful 
discoveries  and  improvements,  are  rapidly'  changing 
the  whole  condition  of  thva.gs-  Railways  are  work- 
ing tlieir  own  v.'onders.  Lightning  speed  literally 
wings  mlcUigence  thousan.ls  of  miles  in  every  direc- 
tion, in  a moment,  whilst  ihe  press, — the  public 
PRESS,  stands  by,  to  distribute  it  to  the  millions  with 
inconceivable  rapidity,  and  we  may  add,  almost  gra- 
tuitously. 

STEAM  POWER. 

The  introduction  and  application  of  steam  power 
as  a substitute  for  manual  labor, — how  lately  thought 
of? — how  rapidly  has  it  worked  its  way  into  every 
ramification  of  manufactories.^ — how  much  has  it 
already  accomplished? — how  much  does  it  promise  to 
accomplish?  From  the  most  minute  and  microscopic 
to  the  most  stupendously  powerful  it  is^like  effectu- 
al— who  has  imagined  a limit  to  it  in  either  direc- 
tion, or  proposed  anything  within  the  extremes  that 
is  beyond  its  capacities.?  It  is  emphatically  power, 
supplied  mistin' ingly  to  the  exercise  of  human  inge- 
nicilij.  Wliat  it  may  be  made  to  accomplish,  we  may 

but  guess  at,  by  what  we  see  it  now  performing 

“What  number  of  millions  of  laborers  would  it  re- 
quire to  do  the  work  which  is  this  day  done  by  s'tea.m 
power?  What  machinery  is  moved,  what  mineral 
operations  performed,  what  facilities  given  to  trans- 
portation, travel  and  intercourse,  inland  and  coast- 
wise.?— above  all,  wliat  wonders  upon  the  ocean? 

Yet  the  application  of  steam  power  is  in  its  infan- 
cy. A few  years  ago  it  was  applied  to  very  few  pur- 
poses. Most  of  us  can  remember  well  the  first  really 
successful  attempt  of  a steamboat  to  stem  the  current 
of  our  rivers,  startling  the  naiads  from  their  peace- 
ful banks.  Ilow  recently  was  it  that  the  first  line  of 

Atlantic  Steamers  commenced  crossing  the  ocean.? 

what  a wonder  was  it  then?  The  pioneers  in  the 
achievement  had  met  the  fate  of  pioneers;  their 
names  alone  live.  The  problem  v/as  solved  however. 
A new  scene  opens,  and  the  discerning  perceive  that 
Neptune’s  trident  is  now  the  prize  at  stake.  The  go- 
vernments of  the  civilized  world  enter  as  competitors 
for  the  prize.  The  announce. cent  of  the  arrival  and 
of  the  departure  of  an  Atlantic  -sleamor,  has  almost 
become  and  soon  actually  will  become  a daily  occur- 
rence. 

STEAM  SHIPS. 

The  French  steamer  Philadelphia,  left  New  York 
for  Cherburg  on  Sunday  morning  last,  with  twenty 
nine  passengers  and  nearly  20,000  letters;  cargo  prin- 
cipally cocoa  and  whalebone.  She  saluted  the  city  and 
different  fortifications  as  she  gayly  passed  tliem,  and 
ploughed  her  way  to  the  ocean  in  beautiful  style. 

The  British  steamer  Hibernia  left  Boston  for  Liv- 
erpool on  Monday,  with  75  passengers,  17  of  them 
for  Halifax 

The  American  mail  steamer  Washington,  is  detain- 
ed at  New  York.  They  arc  making  very  material 
alterations  in  her  whole  structure  and  arrangements, 

suggested  by  her  performance  during  her  first  trip 

She  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea  by  the  middle  of 
September. 

The  Sarah  Sands  leaves  N.  York  for  Liverpool  v/e 
believe  this  week. 

The  French  steamer  Missouri,  was  to  have  left 
Havre  on  the  30th  ult.  for  N.  York.  She  found  it 
nece.ssary  to  put  into  Halifax  lor  coal,  whence  the 
Cambria  left  lier,  but  brought  on  her  mail. 

Ihe  British  steamer  Cambria  IqII  Liverpool  on  the 
4t!i  lust,  and  arrived  at  Boston  on  tlie  ISlli. 

PACKET  SHIPS. 

Honest  .lack-tar  meantime,  determines  not  to  allow 
this  nevv  race  of  engineers  with  their  sooty  crew  of 
Cyclops,  even  though  aided  by  Vulcan’s  furnace  in  full 
fusion,  to  make  so  quiet  a prize  of  the  mountain 
Wave,  his  own  long  loved  home  He  and  old  Nep- 
tune have  been  cronies  from  time  immemorial  thev 
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may  well  he  supposed  to  like  each  other.  Jack  dont 
swear  now  a days,  nor  chew  .so  much  as  before  the 
reform,  but  he  firmly  stands  up  for  his  own  preroga- 
tive and  looks  with  a steady,  manly  glance,  at  the 
state  of  the  weather  an  I the  lowering  sky.  In  the 
first  place,  he  demands  the  ship  Imilders  to  turn  over 
a new  leaf — or  at  least  ship  builders  have  turned  over 
a new  leaf,  and  turned  out  such  sea  boats  and  packet 
ships  as  never  before  rode  the  proud  waves.  The 
fastest  Steamers  have  but  little  advantage  of  those 
splendid  packet  ships,  in  speed — none  certainly  in 
safety,  and  will  scarcely  compare  with  Ihim  in  com- 
fort. 

In  addition  to  the  several  lines  that  are  already  in 
operation,  BickneWs  last  Reporter  announces: 

A NEW  iiNE  OF  PACKET  SHIPS.  Mcssrs.  Richard- 
son,  Watson  and  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Richard- 
son, Brothers  & Co.,  of  Liverpool,  are  about  to  es- 
tablish a new  line  of  packets  between  Philadelphia 
and  Liverpool.  The  vessels  v/ill  bo  of  the  first  class 
in  every  respect,  and  no  expense  will  be  spared  to 
render  the  line  every  way  worthy  of  public  encour- 
agement. Tliey  will  sail  from  Philadelphia  on  the 
12th,  and  from  Liverpool  on  the  25th  of  each  month, 
thus — 

FromPhilad.  From  Liv. 


] Oct. 

12th 

Nov. 

25th 

snip  ixalamazoo,  ( 

800  tons.  Geo.  Fauike,  | 

> Feb. 
) June 

12ih 

12th 

Mar. 

July 

25lh 

25ih 

New  ship  William  Penn, 

1 Nov. 

I2ih 

Dec. 

25lh 

200  tons, 

Anthony  Mi- 

> Mar. 

I2lh 

April 

I25lh 

chaels. 

) July 

1 2th 

Aug. 

25  th 

New  ship  Glenmorf, 

7 Dec. 

12th 

Jan. 

25th 

500  Ions 

A.  B. 

> Apr. 

12th 

May 

25  ih 

Clarke, 

) Aug. 

12th 

Sept. 

25  ih 

^ Jan. 

J2ih 

Feb. 

25th 

New  sliip. 

> May 

12ih 

June 

25  ih 

) Sept. 

12ih 

Oct. 

25th 

The  Kalamazoo  will  be  the  first  vessel  in  the  line. 
The  “William  Penn”  is  a new  vessel  almost  ready 
for  launching.  Another  new  ship  is  under  weigh,  the 
Glenmoro  was  built  here  last  year.  Success  to  this 
laudable  undertaking! 

On  July  2th  the  packet  ship  Chase,  Wilson,  reach- 
ed Liverpool;  21st  the  Garrick,  Wasp;  22d  Glen- 
more,  Clarke,  and  Sardinia,  Croker;  on  the  28th  the 
mail  steamer  Caledonia;  29th  the  packet  Montezuma; 
Lowber.  The  New  World  arrived  in  Liverpool  on 
the  3d  inst.  The  Ocean  Monarch  beat  her  three 
days. 

On  the  subjert  of  speed,  we  have  a number  of  items 
showing  absolutely  astonishing  improvements  in  the 
rale  of  sailing.  The  following  paragraph  from  the 
New  York  Herald,  of  Monday  last,  is  the  latest,  and 
therefore  eclipses  all  predecessors. 

^'Reviarkably  quick  sailing.  The  Canton  packet  Sea 
Witch,  at  the  rate  at  which  she  sailed  yesterday, 
beat  anything  that  ever  she  performed.  She  left  our 
port  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  Hyer,  of  the  New  York 
pilot  boat  John  E.  Davison,  and,  incredible  as  it  may 
appear  to  persons  not  arquainted  with  her,  she  got  to 
sea,  a distance  of  nineteen  miles,  in  the  extremely 
short  lime  of  one  hour  and  three  minutes.” 

Thu  following  is  to  the  purpose  on  this  point. 
Extraordinary  dispatch. — The  advices  from 
Mexico,  published  on  Saturday,  came  through  in  Hi 
da)s  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  15  days  from  Puebla, 
aiid  12  (lays  fiomVera  Cruz.  Supposing  the  steam- 
er Hibeniia  to  arrive  at  Liverpool  on  the  29th  inst., 
this  news  will  reach  London  in  one  month  from  the 
capital  of  Mexico,  'i’lme,  distances,  &'■: 

Convevances.  Miles.  5'ime. 
From  Mexico  to  Puebla,  horses,  85  1 day 

“ Puebla  to  Vera  Cl  uz  horses,  HJ9  2 “ 

“ Vera  Cruz  to  N.  O.  steamship,  1295  3|“ 

“ N.  O.  to  Richmond,  steam  &.  hs,  1081  6“ 

“ Richmond  to  N.  Y.,  telegraph,  360  iiist’ly 
“ N.  Y.  to  Boston,  steam,  207  12  hours 
“ Boston  to  London,  steam,  3500  14  days 

Total,  6695  17  days 

The  above  is  the  actual  running  time.  'I'he  deten- 
tion of  the  news  at  v..nous  poinu  waiting  for  regu 
lar  o.nvoyaiices,  wasUd  ab  mt  I’lree  days  and  a half, 
before  leaving  Boston. 


Within  the  memory  of  those  that  have  hut  just  de- 
scended to  the  grave,  a trip  from  the  mother  country 
to  the  colonies,  occupied  a ship  for  the  year,  including 
the  period  required  for  taking  in,  and  discharging  car- 
goes, &c. 

At  the  present  writing.  New  York  and  Boston  are 
but  tw'o  weeks  from  Liverpool,  Havre  or  Bremen. 
Hov/  much  less  time  a trip  may  be  performed  in  se- 
ven years  hence,  who  will  venture  to  pronounce? 

Emigration.— First  amongst  the  infiiiences  of 
facilitating  intercourse  by  threading  Europe  aid 
America  all  over  with  railways, — and  abbreviatii  g 
the  time  and  diminishing  the  expense  of  a voyage 
across  the  Atlantic,  is  tliat  of  g ving  impulse  to  Em- 
igration. Ttie  current  of  living  beings  lias  been 
«weppirigoii  in  yearly  accumulating  numbers  until 
at  the  prcsc-’iit  time  it  exceeds  aiiylhing  that  the 
wildest  imagining  had  predicted.  During  the  last 
week , ten  thousand  six  hundred  end  iiincly  emigraolB 
landed  at  the  single  port  of  New  York,  and  more 
ttian  that  number  are  expected  Iliere  the  present 
'veck.  There  will  be  Eomewliere  between  a quarter 
and  a iialf  million  of  Europeans  introduced  into . 
the  Uniied  States  diiring-  tlie  current  year. 

This  year  our  government  regulations  of  last  ses- 
.vion  arrested  the  cnrrc.rit,  and  prevenled  many  thou- 
.'(arids  from  leaving  Europe.  Hereafter  there  will 
be  no  such  interriiplion.  Additional  facilities  will 
exist, — tlie  expense  of  passage  will  be  reduced 
greater  numbers  will  no  doubt  avail  of  the  advantage, 
Tlie  tide  will  continue  to  swell.  Whole  communi- 
ties from  some  places  have  almost  in  mass,  left  their 
homes  in  the  east,  desolate,  depopulated,  and  sought 
a home  in  the  western  wilds  of  America,  Their 
example  will  be  followed  by  aihers — probably  by 
much  larger  communities,  as  the  benefits  of  tho 
change  come  to  be  ascertained. 

agriculture — C0MMERC15— manufactures. 

Changes,  eventful  changes,  involve  all  those  in- 
terests, in  the  new  features  of  affairs.  Changes,  of 
which  the  re.sult  is  yet  in  obscurity,  and  which  inay 
be  radical  in  their  operation. 

England  relaxes  her  protective  system — repeals 
her  corn  laws — levies  income  taxes— and  struggles 
to  maintain  her  supremacy  in  maimractures  at  every 
hazard.  The  Uiiiled  States  on  the  other  hand 
abandons  her  protective  policy — and  encourages  the 
largest  amount  of  importations  with  an  express 
view  to  rar  e revenue  for  the  government. 

Appalling  ( ifficulties  were  discoyered,  by  the  tory 
leader  at  the  head  of  the  Britisli  government,  in  1841 
in  attempting  to  carry  out  the  restrictive  measures 
which  he  was  elected  expressly  to  accomplish.  He 
yielded  to  iieecssity.  The  aristocracy  of  England 
were  first  induced  to  submit  to  an  income  iay.  Next 

they  submitted  to  a repeal  of  the  corn  laws Peel 

was  aided  in  Ifie  emergen^  by  the  obvious  approach 
of  a famine  in  the  kiiigdohi.  This  proved  decisive— 
Protection  of  the  Landed  inteiest  is  abandoned,  at 
least  for  the  time  being.  A staiving  people  must 
have  bread. 

The  exigency  was  appalling.  E iglapd  with  all  her 
en£  igies  prepared  to  rmet  the  ( ii.crgt  ncy.  Furlunaiely 
h r her,  she  was  at  the  moment  Iluali  ot  funds,  ft  was 
this  (hat  enabled  her  to  pass  throueii  the  furnace.— 
Twenty  five  inillioiis  in  specie  crossed  the  Atlantic  for 
the  purcliase  of  bread  for  ihe  people  of  Europe,  within 
six  months.  Jt  reached  ilie  Uniied  Stales  most  oppor- 
tunely. 

Rut  the  landholders  in  England,  .and  agriculturists 
and  niaiiufuciurers  ol  the  Uniied  Blaie.'^,  have  the  issue 
of  this  revolution  in  their  relative  rdatioiis  let  lo  en- 
counter. Starvation  elevated  agricultural  p’roducis  lo 
such  .a  price  this  season,  iliai  the  Dritisli  landlord  was 
susiaineiJ,  by  enormous  rates,  for  vvlial  he  had  to  dispose 
of.  American  .farmers  were  making  fortunes  by  the 
sale  of  iheir  smplus.  An  abundant  harvest  if  realized 
the  present  yc.ar  lu  Europe,  will  test  ilie  capacity  of  Eiio- 
hsh  agricuiturisis  to  cimipeic  with  comiueniul  Europe 
and  prolific  America  for  sii|,iplying  the  Bniisfi  islands 
wall  firemisiulld  and  provisions,  under  a free  trade  sys- 
tem. Wiih  the  weight  ot  uixalmn  imposed  upon  her 
people,  dm  issue  of  Hie  (xperimeiit  is  looked  upon  with 
deep  solicitude  by  the  thinking  part  of  her  pee.plv. 

The  fainiiie  in  Europe  quite  uiishiiipcd  all  calculations 
as  lo  the  efiect  die  American  tariff  ot  1846  would  pro- 
duce upon  the  iiiieresl  of  our  own  manuluctures  and 
irade.  Rasi  cxpei lence  fiiniiehes  no  criitriun  lor  iliis 
nevv  feature  in  utliiirs.  Abumlniice  of  money,  ready 
market,  splendid  prices  for  an  unusual  suiplus’uf  grain 
and  flour,  made  money  pleniy,  business  brisk  ail'd  all 
things  (-iii-y. 
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This  of  course  invites  heavy  orders  for  foreign  goods. 
Heavy  importations  are  coming  in.  The  recei[)is  at 
N.  York  custom  house  alone,  for  duties  during  the  past 
week,  (so  savs  the  correspondent  of  the  Wa4iington 
Union,)  exceeds  one  million  of  dollars.  The  treasurer  s 
official  estimate  of  duties  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of 
June,  was  but  t828, 000,000.  The  same  writer  sta  es 
that  they  will  exceed,  at  the  present  rate  S35, 000.000  — 
This,  to  the  government,  is  quite  gratifying-— but  the 
goods  on  which  theee  duties  are  collected,  the  people 
of  this  country  must  of  necessity  pay  for.  That  reduc- 
ing the  duties  would  lead  to  increased  importations,  ev- 
ery one  knew-  Reducing  duties  so  low,  that  notwith- 
standing the  reduction  more  money  is  brought  into  the 
treasury,  only  proves  that  the  heavier  importations  aie 
made— and  that  -?o  much  laiger  sum  will  be  requirfd  to 
pay  foreigners  for  them.  All  is  very  flourishing  and 
comfortable  until  pay  day  arrives— -then  conies  the 

^*The  Washington  Union  of  the  14ih  copies  from  the 
booKS  of  the  treasury  as  follows: 

“Receipts  into  the  treasury  from  the  custom  house, 
Boston,  from  2d  to  9th  August  inclusive 

N.  York  from  2d  to  12th  Aug.  inclusive  1,570,UUU 

$1,866,000.’’' 

“Here,’’  adds  the  Union,  “are  two  ports  only,  one  of 
whose  receipts  are  for  nine  days  only—^he.  other,  (New 
York,)  for  eleven  days  only.  Of  course  we  do  not  ex- 
tend that  estimate  to  all  the  other  ports  of  the  United 
St3t0^ 

Now,  assume  this  large  amount  as  the  amount  col- 
lected at  the  reduced  rale  of  duties,  and  calculate  what 
the  cost  of  the  goods  on  which  it  has  been  paid,  must 
be-  Certainly  over  six  millions  of  dollars.  Six  millions 
incurred  in  less  than  two  vveeks,  at  two  ports  only,  of 
the  Union.  ^ . 

Mr.  Smythe,  one  of  the  most  efficient  co-operators 
with  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  his  recent  free  trade  measures, 
in  a spepch  made  to  his  constituents,  ss  repotted  in  the 
latest  English  journals,  said: 

“I  cannot,  however,  quit  this  subject  ot  tree  trade 
without  expressing  my  opinion  on  the  abstract  princi 
pie.  I by  no  means  hold  that  the  principle  of  free  trade 
IS  absolutely,  true,  nor  that  ills  of  universal  application. 
If  I were  an  Ainerican,  the  citizen  of  a young  country, 
1 should  be  a proteclionisl.  If  1 were  a Frenchman-- 
tlie  native  of  an  old  country  with  its  industry  uiidevel- 
opeti— 1 should  equally  be  a proieclionial.’’ 


national  a F F A I R I 


Fred.  Mahnhort,  Andreas  Lang  and  son,  Heinrich 
Hoffman,  Siisarnah  Scheberher,  Barbara  Larken, 
steerage  passengers,  P.  G.  Wiberg,  first  officer; — 
Hayfroon.  second  officer;  Cloff  Soderlann,  John  Med- 
burg,  E.  Lindstron,  P.  Carlshorn,  Jusloff  MohUohon, 
seamen^ — 34. 

Her  passengers  were  industrious  Swedes,  coming 
to  this  country  for  llie  purpose  of  purchasing  farms 
end  settling  in  the  w est.  'T  hey  had,  it  is  believed, 
from  50  to  ^00,000  mostly  in  gold,  with  them. — 
One  individual  had  $14,000.  In  attempting  to  save 
their  money  it  is  believed  many  lost  their  lives. — 
Finding  the  vetael  sinking,  each  one  seemed  to  have 
seized  their  gold  and  secured  it  round  their  persons. 
The  Captain  of  the  barque  had  $J,400  so  secured. 
He  and  probably  all  tliat  added  such  weight  went  to 
the  bottom.  All  tliose  lliat  were  saved  were  taken 
out  of  the  water,  in  which  they  had  been  struggling 
for  nearly  half  an  hour.  They  were  all  utterly 
destitute  and  in  their  night  clothes.  Every  thing  that 
could  be  dene  fer  them  was  done  by  the  warm 
hearted  tars  that  rescued  them,  and  by  the  crew  that 
received  them.  Reserving  nothing  for  tiiemselves 
but  wliat  they  stood  in,  their  clothes,  shoeting,  bunt- 
ing, every  thing  that  could  be  was  maiiufactured 
into  clothing  for  them.  Cn  their  arrival  at  port, 
active  measures  to  administer  to  their  comfort  were 
immediately  taken. 

Besides  respectable  passengers,  the  Iduna  had  a 
full  cargo  of  merchandize — consigned  to  Schmidt  & 
Belchcn,  New  Yu’k. 


WAR  TAX  ON  MEXICO. 

Commodore  Perry  has  issued  the  following  notice 
and  order: 

“U.  S.  Flagship  JSlississippi,  cJnfotl  Lizardo, 

July  28.  1847. 

“Notice  is  given  that  the  war  tax  of  ten  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  hitherto  imposed  on  exports  from  the 
ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  occupied  by  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  Stales,  is  liereby  ordered  to  be 
discontinued, 

“All  officers  under  my  command  having  charge  of 
the  collection  of  duties  under  the  war  tariffof  April 
7th,  1847,  will  act  accordingly, 

“M.  C.  PERRY,  Corn’g  home  sqaiidron.’’ 


The  Secretary  op  the  'I  reasurt  —Mr.  'Wal- 
ker IS  on  a visit  to  the  north.  ' He  devoted  some 
lime  to  an  examination  of  the  progressing  and  con- 
templated improvements  and  delences  of  Boston  har- 
bor. On  Wednesday  he  reached  New  York. 

The  Secretary  op  State  and  the  Postmaster 
General  have  returned  to  Washington  from  their 
visit  to  Old  Point. 

Tlie  secretary  of  war,  Mr.  Marcy,  left  Washing- 
ton on  Wednesday  for  New  York,  leaving  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  to  officiate  in  the  department  during 
his  absence. 

SenatorBEKTON,  has  returned  lo  Washington  from 
Missouri. 

U.  States  Treasury  notes.  The  contradiction 
of  the  reports  relative  to  Mexican  commissioners 
being  appointed  to  treat  for  peace— and  of  the  subse- 
quent report  that  Gen.  Scott  had  entered  Mexico, 
produced  a sensible  effect  in  the  fund  markets.  At 
N.  Yoik  on  Tuesday,  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  fell  from 
I0G|,  to  103,  and  the  next  day  a further  decline  of  | 
was  submitted  lo. 

An  Earthquake,  was  distinctly  felt  at  Boston,  Cam- 
bridge, Roxbury,  Dedham  and  other  places  “Down 
East”' at  about  10  minutes  before  10  o’etockon  Sun- 
day morning  last,  the  8tb  June.  'I’he  Nantucket  Is- 
landers were  quite  alarmed  by  it,  the  ladies  especi- 
ally. Their  crockery  ware  was  in  motion. 

Awful  shipwreck.  The  Swedisli  batk  Iduna 
Capt.  Moberg,  sailed  from  Hamburg  July  2,  hound 
to  New  Yoik,  with  206  persons  on  board.  About  1 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9Ui  of  .August,  during 
a dense  fog  off  our  eastern  coast,  came  in  collision 
with  the  shipShananga  Capt.  Patten  from  Liverpool 
bound  to  Boston.  Capt.  P.  immediately  lowered  his 
boats  and  sent  lliem  lo  the  rescue,  but  m tliirly  mi- 
nutes after  the  collision,  the  bark  went  down,  cany  ing 
with  her  one  hundred  and  seventy  (loo  liuman  beings, 
including  the  Captain.  One  boat  only  succeeded  in 
rescuing  34,  whose  name.s  are  Edward  Kaiser  and 
Teresa  Lellhner,  cabin  passengers;  Carle  Lausen, 
Leonard  Roshuber,  A.  Wester,  Fiederick  Rohii, 
Charles  Setz  and  wile,  Daniel  Gunlher,  Frederick 
Kapburg,  Johanna  Wensell,  H.  F.  Ilohlose,  Hein- 
iich  'frohlose  and  daughter,  Joseph  W'erster,  Jo- 
tianna  Knught,  Golhel  ShuUz  and  wife,  Anton  Bult- 
iier  and  son,  Christopher  Glocke,  Johanna  Gessner, 


patent  rights  in  FRANCE. 

Weil)  York,  Jlugust  10,  1847. 

Gentlemen:  It  very  ol'ten  happens  that  persons 
call  at  my  office  lo  inquire  about  the  patent  laws  of 
France,  and  desire  me  to  direct  them  to  some  one  in 
Paris  to  whom  they  can  trust  their  power  of  attorney 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  patents. 

I would  be  obliged  lo  you,  gentlemen,  if  you  would 
make  known  through  your  tstimable  paper  lhat  M. 
Gardis.val  has  created  in  Paris  a periodical  called 
“Lc  Brevet  d’/nvenlion,''  and  a central  agency  for  the 
purpose,  1st,  lo  give  advice  to  inventors  before  they 
apply  for  patents;  2d,  to  draw  the  oemands  for  pa 
lent  caveat,  &.o.  in  France  and  other  countries;  31, 
to  sell  the  patent  right,  or  to  form  associations  be- 
tween capitalists  and  inventors;  4'h,  to  dispose  of 
the  produce  of  inventors  who  speculate  for  them- 
selves; 5lh,  to  call  the  attention  of  manufacturers, 
inerclianU,  and  consumers  to  the  patented  inven 
tions;  6th  lo  take  and  transmit  to  inventors  all  useful 
informatien  eitlier  on  cancelled  patentr  or  on  pale.tils 
in  force;  7ih,  to  advise  inventors  in  all  suits  in  rela- 
tion lo  counterfeits. 

The  agency  of  M.  Gardissal  is  established  in 
Paris,  No.  17  Boulevard  St.  Martin.  From  the 
knowledge  1 have  of  the  character  and  ability  of 
this  genlieman  1 do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  him 
to  all  persons  having  patents  lo  lake  in  France. 

I hope,  Messrs.  Editors,  lhat  this  communication 
being  entirely  for  the  interest  of  American  inven- 
tors, you  will  be  kind  enought  to  insert  in  in  your 
paper. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  the  Consul 
General  of  i'rance.  L.  DE  LA  FOilES'l’. 

[W.  Y.  Com.  fld%r. 

Trade  in  Breadstuffs. — The  following  table, 
copied  Iroiii  the  Shipping  and  Commercial  List,  will 
show  the  export  of  breadstuff’s  from  the  United  States 
lo  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fioni  the  1st  of  Sep- 
leriiber  1846,  to  the  IQlh  of  August,  1847. 

Flour,  Corn  Meal,  Wlieat,  Corn, 

From—  bbis.  bbls.  bush.  bush. 

New  York,  1,577,163  341,916  2,227,277  G 516  418 

Philadelphia  320,950  244,654  539,633  1,026,061 

Baltimdrc  303,863  82,926  101,376  1 618,035 

21,289  1,362,761 

62  642  546  515  4,162,273 

25,646  11,541  674,404 

47,613  38,058  540  965 


Norfolk,  Je.  8 49,687 
N.Orls.  Jy.31,  616,878 
Boston  73,906 

Other  ports  49,872 


Total,  2,992,319  826,536  3,464,400  15,800,917 


In  addition  lo  which  84.333  bushels  of  rye,  436,881 
of  oats,  and  308,324  of  barley  was  reported. 

As  compared  with  the  table  published  for  the  last 
steamer,  this  shows  an  export  between  the  28th  of 
July  and  the  10th  of  August  of  218,808  barrels  of 
Flour,  36.953  do.  of  corn  meal;  368,792  bushel.s  of 
wheai;  304,642  do.  of  corn;  6,581  of  rye;  1,458  of 
oats,  and  37,221  of  barley. 

WEST  POINT  cadets. 

The  Auburn  Daily  Advertiser  states  lhat  the  class 
which  has  just  graduated  at  West  Point  has  been 
commissioned  and  ordered  to  the  scat  of  war.  Au- 
gustus A.  Seward,  eldest  son  of  Governor  Seward, 
who  was  a member  of  that  class  has  received  a 
commission  as  2nd  lieutenant  in  the  8lh  (General 
Worth’s)  regiment  of  infantry,  and  left  Auburn  on 
Wednesday  to  join  his  regiment,  which  he  will  pro- 
bably find  in  the  “Halls  of  Montezuma.” 

Gen,  Worth.— a letter  in  the  New  Orleans  Pi- 
cayune, from  Mr.  Kendall  dated  June  27,  slates  that 
a court  of  inquiry,  had  been  in  session  for  a day  or 
two.  It  seems  that  General  Scott  in  some  way  ex- 
pressed himself  dissatisfied  with  not  only  llie  terms 
of  the  capilulation  entered  into  with  the  Pueblanos 
by  Gen.  W.,  but  also  with  some  of  the  acta  of  the 
latter  wliile  in  command  of  the  city.  Gen.  Worth 
promptly  called  for  an  investigation. 

lord  Palmerston’s  “warning.” 

Mr.  Peel  during  that  critical  period  of  his  ad- 
ministration, when  he  found  it  necessary  to  break 
with  the  Tory#party  and  allow'  the  Whigs  to  come  in- 
to power  rather  than  incur  the  responsibility  of  con- 
tinuing their  corn  laws  and  otlier  restrictions  on 
trade,  it  will  be  recollected,  resorted  to  the  expedient 
of  rallying  the  whole  of  parliament  in  his  behalf,  cn 
a British  and  American  question.  The  dispute  rela- 
tive to  the  Oregon  line,  was  just  in  condition  to  af- 
ford him  the  opportunity  and  down  came  the  Premier 
accordingly  upon  the  Americans.  The  touch  was 
electric.  Cheers  upon  cheers  from  all  parts  of  If® 
house  evinced,  as  in  the  late  instance  when  Lord  Pal- 
merston thundered  upon  the  same  key,  that  that  was  tlie 
electric  spark  wherewith  to  fuse  all  parties  in  a 
British  Parliament,  and  ensure  loud  cheering. 

From  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bcntinck,  at  whose  instance 
the  debate  originated  in  which  Lord  Palmerston  so 
conspicuously  figuied,  aud  which  has  been  addressed 
to  his  constituents  since  the  occurrence  of  the  de- 
bate, it  appears  that  he  is  very  urgent  for  the  British 
government  to  lay  hold  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  by 
way  of  securing  to  British  subjects  the  payment  of 
deferred  debts  due  by  the  Spaniards. 

It  may  have  been  a conclusion  of  the  British  cabi- 
net, that  Lord  Palmerston  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Ben 
tinck’s  enquiries  should  include  the  American  states 
and  corporations  in  the  proposition, — extend  the  por 
lentous  “warning”  to  delinquents,  call  out  a unani- 
mous burst  of  approbation  for  the  spirited  more  to- 
wards compelling  payment  from  the  delinquents,  and 
let  parliament  be  dissolved  and  a new  election  come 
on  under  the  impulse  thus  created. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  on  the  6th  August,  wrote  lhat — 

“Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  in  one  of  his  speeches  cn  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  said  that  it  would  be  seized 
upon  by  England  as  a pretext  for  annexing  Cuba  to 
her  dominions.  Tlie  course  of  events  seems  in  indi- 
cate Uiat  there  will  arise  a strong  influence  lo  Great 
Britain  in  favor  of  such  a measure.  The  lime  may 
not  yet  tiave  arrived  in  which  it  may  be  deemed  ex 
pedient;  but,  as  Lord  Palmerston  intimated,  the  lime 
may  arrive,  when  Uie  British  government  will,  in 
this  manner,  indemnify  British  subjects  for  their 
losses  in  Spanish  loans,  and,  at  the  same  time,  per 
haps,  seek  redress  Irom  the  United  States  on  the 
same  account.  For  Great  Britain  lo  lake  possession 
of  Cuba,  would,  no  doubt,  produce  a war  with  the 
United  States,  without  bringing  in  tlie  other  question 
ol  llie  indebledness  of  some  ol  our  individual  slates. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  took  occasion, 
some  time  ago,  to  notify  that  of  Great  Britain  that 
llie  acquisition  ol  Cuba  by  tier  vi  ould  not  he  willingly 
[■.crmilled  by  the  United  Slates. 

'i'he  slaveholders  of  Cut  a liave  also,  in  ai.ticipa- 
tioii  of  the  possible  transfer  of  the  island  to  Great 
Britain,  signified  to  our  goveinment  a wish  lo  biing 
the  island  under  the  protection  ol  the  United  Stales. 
'J'he  annexation  of 'J’exas,  wiiile  it  increases  the 
power  of  the  slaveiiolding  interest  in  tlie  United 
Stales,  also  increases  the  necessity  of  protecting  that 
interest  Irom  the  near  approach  ol  Ihe  British  policy, 
power,  and  example. 

The  great  and  increasing  love  of  territorial  acqui- 
sition and  military  renown  so  nianifest  in  the  United 
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St.'ites,  will  seek  sralification  befnre  lorti,  and  iinon 
ths  earliest  pretext,  in  a war  with  Knc;land.  The 
Mexican  war  is  a preparatory  measure  to  great 
events.” 

In  noticinj  this  subject  last  week,  we  expressed 
the  belief  that  the  present  nritish  ministry  woultl 
risk  a war  with  the  United  States  rather  than  q'lietlj 
allow  Cuba  to  be  annexed  to  the  Union.  That  the 
United  States  wonUI  not  allow  Great  Britain  to  oc- 
cupy Cuba,  without  a contest,  we  firmly  believe. — 
Hands  ofl.  Let  well  enough  alone. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Bentinck’s  letter: 

“//crcoiu'f  /loiise,  Jiili/  13,  1847. 
“Dear  bih:  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  declare, 
anywhere,  in  my  name,  that  if  Lord  Palmerston  fails 
or  procrastinates  in  demanding  and  procuring  re- 
dress for  the  British  holders  of  Spanish  bonds,  I will 
again,  if  1 live,  bring  the  matter  before  the  house  of 
commons.  1 think  it,  however,  only  justice  to  Lord 
Palmerston  to  tay,  that  all  his  previous  conduct  in 
forcing  redre-s  from  Portugal,  New  Granada,  and 
Venezuela,  point  him  out,  of  all  the  statesmen  who 
have  ever  held  the  seals  of  the  foreign  ofliee,  as  the 
man  in  whom  the  British  holders  of  foreign  bonds 
have  the  best  right  to  place  confidence  that  he  will, 
fearlessly  and  firmly,  seek  and  obtain  payment  of 
their  just  debts. 

“Lord  Palmerston’s  heart  is  evidently  with  the 
British  creditors  of  foreign  repudiating  and  non- 
pay ii.g  stales,  and  It  is  clear  that  Lord  Palmerston 
only  requires  to  be  properly  back  d up  by  the  re 
presenlatives  of  the  empire  to  take  efleclual  mea- 
sures to  obtain  for  all  Biitish  liolderg  of  foreign 
bonds,  punctual  payment  of  their  interest  by  all  na- 
tions wiio  have  not  the  exruse  of  poverty,  insolven- 
cy and  Oona  fide  inability  to  pay. 

"Practically  then,  it  rests  wilh  the  BriliMi  holders 
of  Spanish  and  other  bonds  now,  when  on  the  eve  of 
a general  election,  to  rouse  the  constiliiencies,  from 
the  north  of  Scotland  totireLuurs  End,  and  from 
Plarwich  to  Galway,  to  rail  upon  their  representa- 
tives, or  rathi  r upon  the  candidates  on  the  hustings, 
to  jilcdge  themselves  to  support  Lord  Palmerston  in’ 
demanding  and  securing  the  immediate  and  practical 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  all  the  debts  due  by 
solvent  naiional  goveruments  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain. 

‘•Lord  Palmerston  has  stated  the  aggregate  prin- 
cipal of  the  foreign  debt  due  to  British  subjeols,  at 
one  hundred  and  filty  million  sterling.  Al3i'per 
cent,  iiiteiest,  this  would  give  iip-.vards  of  five^mil- 
Jioiis  a year  of  interest  due  by  foreign  nations,  and 
unpaid  to  Bntisfi  subjects. 

Pills  IS  H sum  nearly  equal  to  liie  property  and 
income  tax.  It  is  an  annual  sum  to  be  paid  to  Eng- 
land ill  foreign  gold,  nearly  equal  to  that  drain  of 
Lnglisli  gold  in  payment  for  foreign  grain,  wliieh,  in 
the  months  of  April  ami  May  last, 'created  such  a 
panic  and  such  a pressure  upon  tiie  money  market, 
"Had  those  base  foreign  iiatiohal  debtors,  as  Lord 
Palmerston  lias  justly  designated  them,  been  honest 
instead  ol  base,  Uie  dram  ol  six  uiillions  in  payment 
lor  loieign  grain  would  liave  been  within  one  mil. 
bon  sterling  countervailed  by  tlie  cash  payment  in 
disctiaige  ol  the  annual  interest  of  the  foreign  debt, 
and  itiere  could  have  been  no  pressure  in  the  money 
niaikut,  no  obslacles  lo  ihe  liberal  discounts  of  the 
bank,  no  distie=3  amongst  Uie  lair  and  Imiiest  enlor- 
prisiiig  L-  glisii  merctiaiits  and  niaiiufaclureps. 

"Let  llic  people  ol  England  remember  that  they  to 
whom  tliese  Spaiiisti  thieves  owe  an  annual  interest  of 
upwards  of  one  million  six  hundred  ihousaiid  pounds 
—pay  every  year  for  the  sl-ave  grown  sugars  and 
Codecs  ol  Luba  and  Porto  Rico,  a sum  fully  grea  er 
Ibaii  tins,  mostly  in  Euilisli  gold,  the  liard  earnings 
ol  lionest  English  industry,  to  iliose  very  Spaniards 
and  then  let  itiein  a^k  itie  candidates  for  their  suf’-i 
fiages,  whether,  if  returned  to  Parlia.uent,  they  will 
sutler  any  longer  tins  barefaced  robbery  lo  continue. 
Ltti  the  people  of  i^tiglaiui  ask  ilie  caitdidalos  for 
their  votes,  it  tliey  will  lamely  and  basely  connive 
at  the  longer  contmuaiiee  ol  tliis  freebuolery,  at  the 
expense  ol  the  tiard  tiorny  tiaiids  and  extiausted 
sweat  ol  Englisli  labor  and  E iglisli  liouesty. 

’•  Will  they  suffer  tliis  in  order  lliat  tlie  queen  of 
Spam  and  her  prodigute  court,  and  yet  more  profli- 
gau  ministers,  may  coiilmue  in  a lavish  and  wasle- 
lul  expeiiduuie,  giealer  by  one  li;i|f  tiiaii  that  which 
coiiteiils  t,,e  wants  and  maiiilaiiis  the  dignity  of  our 
own  queen,  tlie  greatest  sovereign  ol  ttie  earili,’ 

VVill  tile  people  ol  England  tie  ooiilent  any  loniver 
lo  look  quietly  upo.i  L'uOa  and  Porto  Rico,  produc- 
ing in  value  upwards  of  ten  millions  sterling  of  oro- 
ducB  aniiually.  u:i  the  one  side— and  on  Uie  unpaid 
debt  cl  the  lurty  six  millions  due  by  Spam  lo  Bi  itish 
subjeus,  on  me  other  side-Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 
once  so  rich  and  so  easy  a prize— and  lorbear  lunger 
lo  distrain  upon  tlie  goods  of  their  wealthy,  their 
laiuilass,  meir  uriprineipled  .Spaiiisli  deblorsf 


' “Finally,  1 repeat  tiial  the  hatlle  rests  now  witii 
tlio  British  honiltiolders  lo  tie  foiiglit  by  them  on  the 
hustings.  Tlimigh  my  political  nnpoienl,  i think 
they  ought  to  have  confiilenoe  in  Lord  Palmerston; 
hill  if  Ihe  Britisii  bondholder3  do  their  duty  to  lliem- 
selvcB,  and  Lord  Pnbner«lon  should,  nevertlieless, 
disappoint  llieir  just  expectations,  then  1 say,  you 
will  know  where  to  lo  k for  one  vvho,  in  what  he 
feels  to  be  a jiiit  cause,  will  neither  fl-atter,  nor 
flinch,  deceive,  dessrl,  or  betray. 

“Your  faithful  servant,  G.  BENTINCK.” 

Cape  May  LfcimiousE.  We  had  the  pleasure, 
during  a recent  visit  to  Cape  May,  of  visiting  the 
new  lighthouse  recently  erected  by  the  Messrs.  Mid- 
dleton, according  to  the  plans  of  Mr.  Samuel  Mid- 
dleton,  a distinguished  Engineer  of  Philadelphia. 

Old  ocean  appears  to  be  making  encroaeliinents  on 
Cape  Island,  and  according  to  some  of  the  philoso- 
phers, with  a desperete  intent  to  sweep  it  away  en- 
tirely, at  some  future  period.  The  old  lighthouse 
had  suffered  so  much  in  consequence  of  the  advan- 
ces of  the  waves,  as  to  be  considered  in  a precarious 
condition;  and  in  March  last,  Mr.  Middleton  was  di- 
rected to  examine  it,  and  ascertain  whether  it  could 
be  pre.sorved  by  being  surrounded  by  a breastwork; 
or  whetlier  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  construct  a 
new  one  in  some  safer  place.  The  latter  alternative 
was  found  necessary;  Mr.  M.  recom  uended  a site,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  but  at  a greater  distance  from 
the  beacli,  having  the  advantage  of  elevation  and  easy 
access — along  with  the  plan  of  a tower  embracing 
many  improved  arrangements,  wliich  was  adopted. 
Tlie  Messrs.  Middleton  were  employed  to  build  it, 
and  it  has  been  erected  within  the  last  two  months. 

The  new  tower  is  built  on  a substantial  foundation 
of  masonry  seven  feet  thick,  and  is  sixteen  feet  higli- 
er  than  the  former  building.  Tire  deck  of  the  lan- 
tern is  of  soapstone,  covered,  like  the  roof,  with  cop- 
per. Its  window  frames  are  of  iron,  the  glass  be- 
ing of  the  largest  sized  French  plate.  The  lights 
are  fifteen  in  number,  of  great  strength  and  beauti- 
ful finish,  and  revolve  every  three  minutes;  which  dis- 
tinguishes them  from  those  of  Cape  Ilenlopen. 

The  new  light  house  reflects  great  credit  upon  its 
architect  and  builders;  and  will  reflect  the  light  of 
hope  and  safety,  far  over  boiling  surf  and  midnight 
surges,  on  the  tempest  tost  mariner. 

[J^orth  Ollier. 


I OREGOIV. 

Nr.  HuBBAnn,  from  whom  we  derived  our  latest 
Intelligence  from  Oregon,  has  favored  us  witli  a copy 
of  tlie  Oregon  Spectator. 

The  Oregonians  are  determined  to  have  a steam 
tow  boat,  so  that  vessels  may  be  brought  up  the  Co- 
lumbia river  with  safety.  I'he  currents  are  strong, 
and  sail  vc.ssels  cannot  depend  on  the  winds  to  stem 
the  currents.  The  appropriation  made  for  the  year 
was  f5,000,  which  will  increase  the  Territorial  debt 
to  $10,000. 

The  following  Territorial  officers  were  elected  by 
the  legislature:  Frederick  Prigg,  Secretary  of  the 
Territory;  Alonzo  Skinner,  Circuit  Judge;  H.  M. 
Knighton,  Marshal;  John  H.  Couch,  Treasurer;  Geo. 
W,  Bell,  Auditor. 

A memorial  to  congress  states  that  Oregon  can 
already  furnish  at  short  notice  five  thousand  barrels 
of  flour  for  the  use  of  our  Pacific  squadron,  three 
thousand  barrels  of  beef  and  two  thousand  of  pork. 
Lumber,  tar,  pitch,  flax  and  hemp  can  be  hereafter 
supplied  if  a demand  sliould  be  created  for  them.  It 
asks  for  confirmation  of  locations  already  made,  for 
grants  of  lands  for  educational  purposes,  and  for 
a steam  tow  boat  on  the  Columbia:  and  recommends 
a railroad  to  the  states.  The  wind  blows  down  the 
river  five  months  of  the  year,  and  vessels  are  said  to 
be  two  months  in  .sailing  up  one  hundred  miles,  whilst 
the  difficulty  could  be  easily  overcome  by  steam,  and 
a largo  trade  opened  with  the  Pacific. 

The  Oregon  treaty  by  which  the  boundary  was  set- 
tled with  Great  Britain  seems  not  to  be  very  popular 
with  the  Anierican  emigrants. 

[St.  Louis  Union. 

Naval  Academy.  The  annual  examination  of  the 
Midsiiipmcn  of  the  Naval  School  was  closed  at  An- 
napolis on  the  7th  instant,  and  tlie  following  is  a list 
of  those  who  have  baen  successfully  passed  by  the 


For  Liberia. — We  are  informed  by  the  Baltimore 
American,  that  the  Liberia  packet  will  positively 
sail  on  her  second  voyage  to  the  colony  on  the  1st  of 
September,  taking  out  emigrants  and  freight  for  the 
Colonization  Societies.  Dr.  McGill,  Colonial  Physi- 
cian, and  Mrs.  Russwurm,  the  lady  of  Gov.  R.,  who 
have  spent  the  summer  in  this  country,  will  return  in 
the  packet.  We  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
company  owning  the  packet  to  keep  her  constantly 
running  between  the  Chesapeake  and  the  colonies, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  she  will  easily  make  three 
trips  a year.  This  enterprizc  must  prove  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  colonies,  and  we  hope  profitable  to  the 
company. 

Peace  or  war?  The  Washington  Union  of  the 
12th,  in  relation  to  Mexico  says: 

If  the  enemy  are  not  yet  cured  of  their  infatuation, 
they  must  ultimately  see  with  all  these  evidences  in 
all  directions  before  their  eyes,  that  they  cannot  cope 
vyith  our  troops,  and  that  they  must  reap  nothing  but 
defeat  and  disgrace.  We  liave  beaten  them  every- 
where, with  inferior  forces.  They  have  men  enough, 
but  few  soldiers.  They  are  deficient  in  arms  and  in 
money.  We  overcome  everv  disparity  of  numbers 
by  the  superiority  of  our  discipline,  steadiness  and 
skill.  Every  hope  upon  which  they  relied  wjH  be  dis- 
sipated. The  vomito  is  disappearing.  Troops  (and 
a peculiar  species)  are  about  to  assail  and  overwhelm 
the  guerrillas,  and  restore  the  line  of  our  communi- 
cation between  the  capital  and  the  coast.  Should  the 
Mexicans  now  decline  the  olive  branch,  M'e  mflst 
strike  the  harder,  and  make  ihein  feel  more  sensibly 
the  pressure  of  the  war.  We  will  then  see  men  of 
some  moral  courage  arise  to  brave  all  the  consequen- 
ces of  public  opinion — in  fact,  to  give  it  a new  di- 
rection, and  to  smooth  the  way  to  pacification.  Eve- 
ry intelligent  Mexican  will  see — if  he  has  not  al- 
ready seen — that  they  cannot  withstand  cur  arms; 
that  they  cannot  resist  the  force  that  we  will  bring 
against  them;  that  they  can  gain  nothing  by  tlie  war 
and  that  their  wisest  policy  is  peace. 


Board  of  Examiners: 
John  L.  Davis, 

W.  K.  Bridge, 

W.  P.  Buckner, 

R.  J.  D.  Price, 

W.  R.  Thomas, 

Thomas  C.  Harris, 

J.  S.  Thornton, 

W.  II.  Murdaugh, 

W.  H.  Willcox, 

M.  P.  Jones, 

W.  H.  Reily, 

O.  C.  Badger. 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 

James  Armstrong, 

W.  Gibson, 

Wm.  Sharp, 

R.  L.  Law, 

Robert  Sslden, 

Jolin  T.  Walker, 

Thos.  C.  Eaton, 

N.  T.  West, 

The.  L-  Walker, 

A.  C.  Jackson, 

H.  C,  Hunter, 

J.  Van  McCollati, 

S.  S.  Bassett, 

Thomas  Roney, 

J.  H.  Somerville, 

J,  M.  Brooke, 

L.  II.  Lyne, 

A.  F.  Monroe, 

Joseph  Fry, 

W,  H,  Fauntleroy, 

E.  D.  Denny, 

W.  W.  Brodhead, 

J.  T.  Barraud. 

John  Wilkes,  jr. 

These  names  are  giv6n  in 

the  order  of  appoint- 

ment,  and  not  in  the  order  of  merit.  The  class  of 

1841  is  so  large  that  a great 

part  of  it  will  remain 

to  be  examined  during  the  coming  year,  and  the  nurn- 

bers  of  relative  rank  cannot 

of  course  be  finally  as- 

signed  until  after  that  examination  sliall  have  been 

completed, 

[ Union. 

NAVAL  JOUHNALt 

United  Stales  flag  skip  Mississippi, 
Anton  Lizardo,  July  25,  1847. 

Sir:  Having  this  moment  returned  from  Tabasco, 
I write  a brief  line  to  inform  the  department  that  the 
sick  of  the  squadron  are  doing  tolerably  well;  though 
we  have  numerous  cases,  but  few'  have  terminated  fa- 
tally. We  have  had  nine  deaths,  including  Lieut. 
Parker,  the  only  officer  who  has  died.  I am,  sir,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Comniandiiig  Home  Squadron. 

Hon.  J-  Y.  Mason, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 

IsTHAius  Of  Panam.v  Canal.  The  Journal  of  the 
Uranklin  Institute  for  Juno  last  contains  copious  ex- 
tracts froni  Michael  Chevalier’s  Examination  of  the  Is- 
thmus of  Panama,  translated  from  the  Frencli.  It  is 
shown  that  the  distance  across,  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  pacific,  is  upwards  of  seventy  miles;  that  from 
the  Gulf  of  Papagaya,  on  the  Pacific,  to  Lake  Nica- 
ragua is  seventeen  miles;  that  the  Jake  is  131  feet 
above  the  ocean,  and  the  summit  of  the  intervening 
ridge  143  feet  above  the  lake;  that  several  surveys 
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erminate  a canal  from  the  gulf  at  a point  near  (he 
rv.T  . or  t''e  InVc  that  the  port  of 

San  Juan  •'  il  e smith  is  v. c 1 s|  oi.en  of  hj  scientific 
men,  and  believed  to  he  a fit  termination  of  the  ca- 
nal on  the  Atlantic  side.  The  distance  from  Lake 
Nicaragua  to  the  Atlantic,  at  San  Juan,  on  the  route 
the  canal  would  go,  is  about  seventy  five  miles.  An 
easier  i/tci/g/i  longer  route  is  by  Lake  Leon,  between 
which  and  the  Pacific  there  would  be  no  deep  cutting. 
Lake  Leon  is  twenty  six  feet  higher  than  Lake  Nica- 
ragua, and  empties  its  waters  into  it.  A canal  using 
the  waters  of  the  former  would  require  but  thirty- 
lock*  between  the  two  oceans — that  is,  if  the  ground 
to  the  Pacific  will  allow  its  waters  to  be  used  as  the 
summit  level.  The  length  of  the  passage  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  including  the  lake  distance,  is  183 
miles,  if  by  way  of  Nicaragua  and  terminated  at  San 
Juan;  i282  miles  if  at  Tamirando,  via  Lake  Leon; 
or  25  miles  longer  if  at  Realejo. 

[JV.  York  Tribune, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  Boston 
Harbor — The  Lon.  Robert  J.  Walker,  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  company  with  a party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  went  on  an  excursion  in  our  harbor,  in 
the  steamer  R.  B.  Forbes,  on  Saturday.  The  Secre- 
tary’s attention  was  directed  to  the  condition  of  the 
islands  which  form  the  protection  of  the  harbor,  and 
he  was  considerably  interested  in  the  detailed  infor- 
mation which  was  furnished  him  with  regard  to  the 
constant  and  destructive  wearing  away  of  the  head- 
lands of  these  islands. 

The  parly  landed  at  George’s  Island,  and  were  po- 
litely received  by  Col.  Thayer,  who  explained  to  the 
secretary  the  plan  of  the  lortifications  whicii  are  in 
process  of  construction  there. 

Upon  their  return  the  company  were  invited  by  S. 
S.  Lewis,  Esq.  to  an  elegant  enlertab  inenl,  served 
on  board  the  steamer  Hibernia,  Ca(.l.  Ryrie.  and  as 
the  secretary  went  on  board,  a national  salute  was 
fired  by  the  steamer’s  crew. 

At  the  table,  after  the  substantials  h-ad  been  de- 
spatched, an  incident  occurred,  which,  as  it  was  so 
pleasantly  received  hy  all  partie,»,  there  ean  be  no 
barm  in  putting  in  print.  The  sentiments  which 
were  proposed  were  most  <-f  them  complimetilary  to 
the  distinguished  guest,  and  were  strongly  tinctured 
with  appiobation  of  tne  doctrines  of  fiee  trade,  and, 
in  courtesy,  the  protcctunisis  present  vicre  obliged 
to  content  to,  though  they  could  not  approve  of  them. 
At  'ast.  however,  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Bigelow,  who  was 
pie-cnt,  was  called  out,  and  he  gave  a happy  turn  to 
the  matter,  by  relating  an  anecdote  connected  with 
the  history  of  thateccentric  republican,  Ethan  Allen. 
Pie  was  at  dinner  one  day  w:th  Lord  North  and  other 
magi  ates  of  Great  Britain,  where  his  majesty  King 
George  was  toasted  in  every  possible  form,  and  the 
sturdy  republican,  like  the  friends  of  protection  on 
board  tlie  Plibernia,  courteously  consented  to  tliem 
all.  Finally,  Loid  North  (allcdupon  Allen  for  a sen- 
timent, and  alter  releiring  to  their  toasts,  and  wish- 
ing to  pul  their  courtesy  to  the  test,  lie  gave — “His 
Majesty— the  Dtull"  His  lordship  and  the  guesls 
generally  took  the  jc  ke,  and  emptied  their  glasses. — 
Air.  Bigelow,  after  i elating  tliis  anecdote,  gave  as  a 
sentiment — “Tlie  doctrines  of  free  trade  and  protec- 
tion, in  proper  pro[)ortions” — wtiich,  wall  the  anec- 
dote, w as  leceiv  ed  with  sliouls  of  applause  and  laugh- 
ter by  the  wliole  company.  [Boston  Hllas. 

A British  outrage  on  American  soil.  Pierre 
Chouteau,  jr.  fk  Co.  the  successors  of  the  American 
Fur  Company  have  a trading  company  in  the  Sioux 
country,  on  the  head  waters  of  tlie  Feed  River  of  the 
North,  several  miles  witliiii  the  American  territory 
and  fiom  tlie  line  dividihg  us  Irom  the  British  colo- 
nies. For  some  time  past — in  fact,  ever  since  the 
apprclieiided  difficulties  between  the  two  countries 
concerning  the  Oregon  boundary,  tlie  Brilisli  govern- 
ment have  kept  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Selkirk’s 
bCillement,  a body  of  regular  troops,  who,  it  is  now 
well  undeistocd,  were  intended,  if  hostilities  had 
occurieu,  to  lake  Foil  Siielling  and  other  posts  and 
properly  on  the  Upper  Aiississippi. 

A sliort  tin  e since,  some  ol  these  troops,  as  is 
alleged,  deserted  and  came  access  to  the  American 
ten  ilory,  and,  we  believe,  some  of  llieni  entered 
into  the  employ  of  the  An  ericaii  tradeis.  Subse- 
quently, a British  officer  vv  ilh  a lorce  of  regular  sol- 
diers came  over  to  the  American  trading  station, 
and  arrested  these  men,  asserting  that  Itiey  were 
deserters.  Against  lliis  act  of  invasion  of  our  soil 
and  insult  to  our  national  authority,  the  agent  ol 
the  station  remonslraleu.  He  had  neither  ilio  au- 
thorby  or  the  means  of  resistance;  nor  was  he  dis- 
posed 10  prultcl  ttie  men  against  a lawful  seizure, 
but  be  eaineslly  protested  against  the  British  goveni- 
menl  exercising  this  high  prerogative  upon  our  soil, 


and  this,  too,  without  inve-tipaticn,  or  the  shadow 
ofaiilhnrily  from  the  U.  His  rerronsl ranee 

and  i'lolcsis  v.  t re  in  traded:  ilm-  rp.i  n -..i-r-  .-eized, 
hontifi,  and  earned  hark  into  the  British  possessions. 
Ttie  fate  of  the  parlies  arrfsled  is  not  known. 

[Sb  Lovtis  Bepnb.  of  Hug.  Wlh. 

Henry  Clay.  This  distingnished  statesman  left 
his  home  recently  for  ,lbe  purpose  of  availing  of  the 
Virginia  springs,  and  of  the  sea  bathing,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  After  spending  a few  days  at 
the  former  he  reached  the  city  of  Baltimore  last 
week  on  liis  route  to  Cape  May.  Respect  for  the 
quiet  wtiich  to  both  mind  and  hotly  was  believed  to 
liave  been  most  congenial  at  this  moment,  prevenleti 
most  or  his  warmest  frierids  here  from  intruding  on 
the  privacy  with  which  he  appeared  to  desire  to  pass 
on. 

At  Philadelphia,  however,  and  at  other  place*,  the 
erilhusiasm  of  his  admirers  was  not  to  be  so  restrained. 
7'he  accounts  given  in  the  Philadelphia  papers  of  his 
reception,  his  entertainment  and  of  liis  departure, 
evidmee  how  earnest  tlie  people  are  in  their  attac  h- 
ment  to  Henry  Clay.  The  wharves  and  warehouses 
and  shipping  in  every  direction  within  view  of  Itie 
place  of  his  landing  and  embaiking,  were  densely 
crowded,  as  were  the  thoroughfares  through  whic.li 
he  passed.  No  excuse,  nothing  short  of  a speec^h 
from  Mr.  Clay  would  satisfy  the  immense  crowd  in 
front  of  the  private  residence  to  which  he  was  con- 
veyed on  landing.  He  was  at  last  compelled  to 
appear — and  utter  a few  sentences — w itti  evidently 
a heart  too  full  to  say  more. 

A meetiiig  has  been  held  at  Trenton  N.  J.,  for  the 
purpose  of  inviiirg  Mr.  Clay  to  that  place  during  his 
present  tour. 

At  Boston  a meeting  for  il.e  .'time  purpose  It  ok  place 
on  Wednesday  afiernoori.  at  w liich.  a coniinitlee  of  for- 
ty six  of  tlie  most  respectable  ciiizeiis  were  appointed,  of 
wliich  tl  e Hon.  Aiibott  Law’rcnee  is  chairman. 

On  tlie  18th  Mr.  Clay  lind  a narrow  escape  at  Cape 
May.  After  dinner  he  rode  out  on  tlie  beacli,  in  !VIr. 
Brolaskey’s  coach,  drawn  hy  four  splendid  horses,  ac- 
coiupained  by  a lady  I’lcm  Kentucky  and  two  of  his 
friends.  On  ihcirvctn-n,  as  they  approached  the  Hotel, 
the  driver,  in  cm  liins  one  of  the  leaders  rather  suddenly 
caused  Irirn  to  commence  kicking.  Bo'h  loaders  then 
kicked  the  liorscs  behind  llicm,  and  these  jumped  and 
reared  until  they  brt  ke  the  shaft,  and  ran  the  carriage 
into  the  fence.  Just  before  it  stinck,  Mr.  Clay  seized 
the  yonne  lady  in  liisarniE,  opened  the  door,  and  leaped 
nut  of  liie  carriaEe  unhurt,  before  the  driver  or  any  by- 
standers were  able  to  render  assistance.  Tlie  carriage 
rolled  on,  struck  the  fence,  and  was  considerably  injur- 
ed. 

A letter  from  the  Cape,  written  the  19th,  says — 

Mr.  Clay  will  leave  this  for  New  Castle  on  Monday, 
ill  company  with  his  old  friend,  the  Hon.  John  AI.  Clay- 
ton, wlio  came  down  on  'Puesday,  and  at  whose  resi- 
dence he  will  pass  a day  or  two,  and  from  thence  turn 
his  face  homeward.  A very  spirited,  and,  as  was  an- 
nounced, tlie  last  bt-li,  was  given  at  the  ‘‘Kursall”  last 
night,  and  it  was  really  a vi  ry  splendid  affair,  gotton  up 
in  honor  ol  Mr.  Clay, and  alirndid  hyquiiea  large  num- 
ber, Mr.  C.,  had  not  intendid  to  be  present,  but  was 
prevailed  upon  to  look  in  for  a few  moments  in  ilie  course 
of  llie  evening. 

AIoee  Volunteers. — Tlie  Missouri  Republican  states 
that  a lurllier  requisition  has  bi  en  made  upon  the  govern- 
or of  tiiat  slate,  tor  another  battalion  of  volunteers  to  he 
employed  in  service  on  tlie  plains.  The  requisition  is 
for  three  companies  of  mounted  men,  one  company  of 
infantry,  and  one  of  artillery. 

August  Elections. — Virginia  — One  congressman 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Dromgool,  (adm.)  Air.  Meade,  (adm.)  is  elected. 

JTurtli  Carolina. — Three  administration  and  6 whig 
congressmen  elected,  being  a whig  gain  of  three, — 
Mr.  Clii  gman  is  elected  from  the  1st  district,  beating 
Air.  B)num,  boili  whigs. 

The  legislatute  will  have  a decided  whig  majo- 
rity. 

Jllahuma. — Five  administration  and  two  whig  con- 
gressmen elected,  being  a wliig  gain  of  one. 

Gov.  Chapman,  (adtii.)  is  re-elected  and  there  will 
be  an  admitilstialioii  majority  in  each  branch  of  the 
legislature. 

Kentucky. — Four  administration  and  six  whig 
cotigressmeii  elected,  being  an  administration  gain  ol 
one. 

The  whigs  will  have  a large  majority  in  each 
braiicli  of  li;e  legislature. 

Illinois. — One  congressman — to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  electing  S.  A.  Douglass  to  the  United 
States  Senate.  William  A.  Richardson,  (adm.)  is 
elected. 

Indiana. — Six  administration  and  four  whig  con- 
giessmei:  elected,  being  a whig  gain  of  two.  In  our 
last  number,  D.  M.  Dobson,  (adm.)  was  said  to  be 
elected  from  tlie  Gtli  district.  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Dunn,  (whig)  beats  him  twenty  voles. 


To  the  fenale  10  wl  igs  and  9 administration  are 
said  to  lave  been  : iei  tf  ri  t^his  year.  K the  senate 

hut  Lieut.  Cov.sr;  . r D .riniii.:  ■ :,i.  -.viil  iia:e  iiie 

casting  vote.' 

The  house  eonsists  of  100  members.  So  far  as 
heard  from  52  v.hig«,  and  44  administration  are 
elf  eled. 

Tennessee.-  Five  administration  and  six  whig  con- 
gressmen elected,  being  a whig  gam  of  one. 

Tlie  whigs  have  also  carried  the  state.  T.he  pre- 
sent governor,  A.  V.  Brown,  (adm.)  is  defeated  by 
N.  S.  Brown,  (whig,)  by  about  lOBO  votes. 

The  whigs  have  a majority  in  each  branch  of  the 
leg  s ature,  of  one  in  the  senate  and  at  least  seven  in 
(he  house. 

Iciua. — Two  adminlstrafion  congressmen  elected. 

No  election  for  members  of  the  legislature,  excej  t 
to  fill  one  or  two  vacancies. 

The  administration  party,  and  especially  the  pre- 
siilent  himself,  may  well  be  supposed  to  be  somewhat 
chagrined  at  the  result  of  the  election  in  Tennessee, 
his  ow'ii  sta'p.  The  political  contest  was  undonbted- 
ly  warmer  lliere  ttian  in  either  of  the  otlicr  stales 
that  have  voted,  snd  both  parties  appeared  to  be  very 
sanguine  of  success. 

Next  to  the  loss  of  Tennessee,  the  defeat  of  Air. 
Owen,  one  of  the  most  talented  party  leaders  in  the 
late  house  of  representatives,  and  of  Mr.  Dobson  in 
the  district  lately  represented  by  Mr.  Davis  the  late 
speaker  of  tlie  house  of  representatives,  bolh  from 
the  state  of  Indiana,  are  lamented  by  tlie  administra- 
tion journals. 

THE  next  congress. 

The  follow’ing  table  shows  the.  slate  of  parlies  in 
the  house  of  representatives  so  far  as  elections  have 
taken  place, — compared  willi  tlie  represerilation  in 
last  congress: 
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Slates. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Adm. 

Whig. 

Maine, 

5 

1 

2 

1 4 va. 

Massacbiisetts, 

10 

10 

N.  Hampshire, 

3 

1 va. 

2 

2 

Vermont, 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Rhode  Island, 

1 

1 1 va 

Cunncctir.ul, 

4 ■ 

4 

New  York, 

21 

9 4 na. 

li 

23 

New  Jersey, 

1 

4 

] 

4 

Pennsylvania, 

12 

10  2 !!fl. 

7 

16  Ina. 

Delaware, 

1 

1 

Virginia, 

14 

1 

9 

6 

Norlti  Carolina, 

6 

3 

3 

G 

Soulli  Carolina, 

7 

7 

Georgia, 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Florida, 

1 

1 

A 'abama. 

G 

1 

5 

2 

Tl  nnessee, 

6 

5 

5 

G 

Arkansas, 

1 

1 

Texas, 

2 

2 

Kentucky, 

3 

7 

4 

6 

Otiio, 

13 

8 

10 

11 

Indiana, 

8 

o 

G 

4 

Illinois, 

5 

1 

6 

1 

Al  issouri. 

5 

5 

M ichigaii, 

2 

2 

1 va. 

lowa, 

1 

2 

127 

75 

95 

113 

THERE  ARE 

YET  TO  BE 

elected. 

From  Maine, 

4 

(vacancies.) 

Rhode  Island, 

1 

u 

Maryland,  1st  Oct.,  G representatives. 

Louisiana,  Nov.  1,4  “ 

Aiississippi,  Nov.  1,  4 “ 

Alichigan,  Nov.  1,  1 (vacancy.) 

20 

The  congressional  districts  fr-om  wtiich  these  20 
come,  were  represented  in  last  congress  by  IG  ad- 
ministration and  4 whigs.  The  whigs  were  1 from 
R.  Island,  I from  Louisiana,  and  2 from  Alaryland. 

In  the  last  congress  there  were  143  administration, 
79  whigs  and  6 natives. 

Ttie  thirtieth  congress,  when  the  apportionment 
under  the  new  census  was  itiade,  comprised  223  re- 
presentatives, since  wliicli  there  have  been  added  1 
from  Florida,  2 from  Texas,  and  2 from  Iowa,  which 
makes  the  present  number  228.  It-i-i  probable  tliat 
Wisconsin  will  add  two  more  before  the  close  of  the 
next  session. 

THE  SENATE. 

The  next  U.  S.  Senate  will  comprise  5S  members, 
two  from  Wisconsin  would  make  sixty. 

Of  the  whole,  52  are  already  elected — of  those,  32 
administration,  (including  tiiose  denominated  Cal- 
houn senators,)  and  20  are  whig,  il  Senator  J.  P. 
Hale,  of  N.  Hampshire,  be  counted  as  one. 

Tlieie  are  six  vacancies,  viz:  2 from  Iowa,  1 from 
Georgia,  1 from  Alabama,  I from  Tennessee,  ^nd  J. 
from  Texas. 
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Gen  Scott  and  Mil.  Tkist. — The  cminiry  has  heard 
nuich  of  (he  e.xis'eiice  of  n difftrciire  between  these  two 
iientlemeii,  liut  liave  very  little  knowlcdt'e  of  its  nature. 
We  liave  looked  in  vain  fir  tut  e.vphination  of  it  to  the 
various  q-iarters  wheii'  e we  might  expect  to  be  etilight- 
ened-  Lefers  were  received  here  by  the  Fashion,  we 
are  told,  which  mention  that  upon  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Trist  at  die  headquarters  of  the  army  he  manifested  very 
little  re.'pcct  for  the  cotiiiiiandiiig  general.  It  is  said 
that  he  neglected  eniirely  to  call  upon  Gen.  Scott  to  pay 
his  respects.  Gen.  Scott  did  not  of  course  call  upon 
him,  and  no  direct  personal  intercourse  would  have  ta- 
ken plate  hetween  them  but  for  ths  fact  that  Mr.  Tr  st 
becatiie  severely  ill.  Gen  Scott  then  ovi  riooked  the 
mat  ked  slight  towards  himself,  waited  on  M r Tristj  and 
was  assiduous  in  tendering  such  personal  offices  as  the 
someHhat  alarming  situation  of  the  minister  demanded. 

'I'his  dilien  lice  about  a mere  mailer  of  etiquette 
though  irdliiig  in  itself,  was  of  bad  augury  for  the  bar- 
nioiiious  co-operation  n(  the  general  and  the  commis- 
sioner in  bringing  about  a peace.  It  was  quite  miiural 
that  Gen.  Scott  sliuuld  look  with  a suspicious  and  je  il 
ous  eye  upon  an  agent  of  (he  govcrmtteiii,  who,  though 
previously  hut  u clerk  in  the  state  department,  was  the 
bearer  ot  plenary  powers  to  conclude  a peace  with  Mex- 
ico. The  power  to  conclude  a peace  would  seem  to 
include  the  lesser  power  of  making  an  armistice  or  truce, 
'and  to  the  cxleiil  of  this  power  llic  movements  of  Gen. 
Scott  might  be  Controlled.  Jt  was  rather  a haughtv  step, 
it  would  seem,  lor  tlic  govermiieiit  emkssary  to  com- 
mence his  operulions  by  an  assuiiipiion  nr  afrectation  of 
superiority,  and  to  expect  the  old  general  to  play  the 
eourtier  to  hm  •,  for  ii  was  not  expected,  we  presume  by 
the  governiiieiit  tnal  they  sliaold  act  quite  independent 
ly  of  each  other.  In  the  letters  vve  have  published  from 
Mr.  Kendall  iheie  seems  to  be  studious  care  not  to  touch 
upon  the  dirticultie.s  between  tlie  geuaral  and  Mr.  Trist. 
We  are  wiiliiig  to  follow  the  example  set  us,  until  such 
time  as  the  whole  affair  may  be  laid  befors  the  couivry. 
but  ill  the  nieuiilime  have  felt  at  liberty  to  inonlion  the 
w'ant  of  courtesy  evinced  by  Mr.  Trist  in  the  outset. — 
We  have  heard  it  alluded  to  before,  but  it  is  only  since 
the  Fashion  has  arrived  (hat  wc  liave  learned  dolinitely 
the  nature  of  the  sliglil. 

[A''eiu  Orleans  Picayune,  Augutt  8. 

A r.ETTF.E  EROM  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

The  followi.-ig  letter  from  Gen.  Taylor,  addres.sed  t > 
Dr.  Delony,  of  Clinton,  Florida,  is  published  in  the 
Floridian  of  liie  7'h.  Dr.  D.  is  a leading  member  of 
the  administration  party. 

Camp  near  Monterey,  Mexico,  Jane  9,  1S47. 
Dear  siRt  Your  leittr  ol  me  loth  ultimo  from  Clin- 
ton, Louisiana,  has  just  reached  me,  in  which  you  arc 
pleased  to  saj;  "I'lie  signs  of  the  times  in  relaiioii  to 
the  next  presidency,  and  llie  prominent  pusiti  m ol  your 
name  in  connexion  wi'h  it,  is  a sufficient  excuse  for  this 
letter;”  that  "it  is  a happy  feature  in  our  government 
that  official  I'ur.ctionnries  under  it,  from  the  lowest  to 
(he  higticEt  station,  are  nut  beyond  the  reach  and  partial 
Bupervision  of  the  humblest  citizen,  and  that  il  is  a right 
in  every  fieeiiiaii  to  possess  himself  of  the  political  prin- 
ciples and  upiiiioiis  ol  those  into  whose  hands  the  ad- 
iiiiiiislralioii  ol  the  government  may  be  placed,”  &c.; 
(in  all  of  which  I fully  coincide  with  you  in  opinion;) 
and  asking  my  views  on  several  subjects:  “First,  as  to 
the  justice  and  ncccs.sity  of  this  war  with  Mexico,  on 
our  part:  second,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a national  bank, 
and  the  power  of  congress  for  creating  such  an  institu 
tion;  tliird,  as  to  the  effects  of  a liigii  protective  tariff, 
and  the  ngiu  of  cuiigiess,  under  the  constitution,  to  cre- 
ate such  a system  ol  revenue.” 

As  regards  the  fi-sl  interrogatory,  my  duties  and  the 
position  I occupy,  1 do  not  consider  it  would  be  proper 
in  me  to  give  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  same.  As  a 
citizen,  and  (junicularly  as  a soldier,  it  is  sufficient  fur 
me  to  know  that  my  country  is  at  war  with  a foreign 
nation,  to  do  all  in  iiiy  power  to  bring  il  to  a speedy  and 
honorable  lerinmaiion,  by  the  most  vigorous  and  ener- 
getic operations,  without  inquiring  about  its  justice  or 
anything  else  connected  w'illi  it;  believing,  as  1 do,  it  is 
our  wisest  policy  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  as 
long  as  it  Cull  be  done  wulioui  endangering  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  country. 

As  regards  the  second  and  third  inquiries,  I am  not 
prepared  to  answer  them.  1 could  only  do  so  afer  in- 
vestigating iliose  subjects,  which  I cannot  now  do,  my 
whole  time  being  fully  occupied  in  at  ending  to  my  pro- 
per official  dunes,  wnichiiiust  not  be  neglected  under 
any  cirtuiiistances.  And  I must  say  to  you,  in  sub- 
stance, what  1 have  said  to  others  in  regard  to  Eimilur 
matters,  that  I am  no  politician.  IS'ear  forty  years  of 
my  life  liave  been  passed  in  public  sarvice — in  tne  army; 
iiiosi  of  wliicli  in  the  field,  the  camp,  on  the  weslern 
frontier,  or  in  the  Indian  country;  and  for  nearly  the 
two  last,  ill  his  or  'I'exas,  during  which  time  I have  not 
passed  one  night  under  the  rool  of  a house. 

As  regards  being  a candidate  fur  the  presidency  at 
the  coming  election  I have  no  aspirations  in  that  way, 
and  regret  the  subject  has  been  agitated  at  this  early 
day,  and  that  it  had  rot  been  deferred  until  the  close  of 
tills  w ar,  or  uniil  the  end  ol  the  next  session  of  congress, 
•specially  it  1 am  to  be  mixed  up  with  it,  as  it  is  possi- 
ble it  may  lead  to  the  injury  ol  (he  public  service  in  this 
quarter,  by  my  operaiiuns  being  embarrassed,  as  well 
as  to  produce  much  excitement  in  the  country  growing 
out  of  the  discussion  of  the  merits,  &c.  ot  the  difftreni 
aspirants  for  that  high  office,  which  might  have  been 
very  much  allayed,  if  not  prevented,  had  the  subject 
been  deferred  as  suogesled.  Besides,  very  many  clian- 
ges  may  lake  place  between  now  and  1S48,  so  much  so 


as  to  make  it  dcvirnbic,  for  the  in'ere^l  of  the  coun'r.’. 
t'lat  some  other  individual  than  myself,  belter  qnalilii'd 
£ T the  situation,  should  ho  elected,  I would  not  only  ac 
quiesce  in  such  an  arrangement,  Imt  wouKl  rejo.ee  that 
llie  republic  liad  one  citizen — and  no  doubt  there  aro 
ilionsnnds — more  deserving  than  I am,  and  better  quali- 
fird  to  discharge  the  dunes  of  saiil  office. 

If  I have  been  named  by  others,  and  considered  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  it  has  been  by  no  agency 
of  mine  in  the  mnlirr;  and  if  the  good  people  think  my 
servires  important  in  that  station,  and  elect  me,  I 'viil 
feel  bound  to  serve  them;  ami  all  the  pledges  and  ex- 
planations 1 can  enter  into  and  make,  as  regards  this  or 
that  policy,  is,  that  I will  do  so  honestly  and  faithfully 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  strictly  in  compliance  with  die 
con>tiiuiion.  Should  [ ever  occupy  the  White  lioii.se.  it 
must  be  by  the  spontaneous  move  of  die  peotile,  and  by 
no  act  of  mine,  so  that  I could  go  into  the  office  untram- 
melled, and  he  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation  and 
not  of  a party.  But  should  they,  the  people,  change 
their  views  ami  opinions  hetween  this  and  the  time  of 
holding  the  election,  and  cast  their  votes  for  the  presi- 
dency for  some  one  el.se,  I will  not  complain. 

With  considerations  of  re.-pect,  I remain,  voiir  obedi- 
ent servant,  Z TAYLOR. 

.Mr.  Edward  Delony. 

F.  S. — I write  in  great  haste,  and  under  constant  in- 
terruption. 

Mr.  Calhoun. — The  following  letter  was  written 
by  .Mr.  Calhoun,  in  acknowledgmeritof  a complimen- 
tary resolution  which  was  passed  by  a whig  meeting 
hi  Piitiiani  CO.,  Georgia: 

Fort  Hill,  27th  June,  1SI7. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  in  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
27ih  inst.,  covering  the  resolution  adopted  by  a meet- 
ing of  the  whig  party  of  Putnam  county,  approving 
the  resolutions  introduced  by  me  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  Stales  during  the  last  session,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Wilniot  Proviso,  and  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  meeting  fur  the  stand  I look  in  belialfof  our 
rights. 

1 am  ha[ppy  that  my  resolutions  and  stand  have 
met  with  the  approbati  >n  of  your  meeting;  not  so 
much  on  my  account,  ns  acceptable  as  is  the  appro- 
bation of  rny  fellow  citizens  to  me,  but  for  a reason 
far  more  important.  Coming  from  a quarter  of  the 
stale  so  respectable  and  influential,  I hail  it  as  an 
omen  ll  at  the  w bigs  of  Georgia  are  prepared  to  do 
their  duty  in  reference  to  the  vital  question  involved 
in  the  resolutions  I introduced. 

1 hope  il  is  the  precursor  to  the  union  of  all  par- 
ties with  us  to  repel  an  outrageous  and  unprovoked 
assault  on  us — one  that  involves  our  safety  and  that 
of  the  Union.  We  have  the  cunslilution  clearly 
.with  us.  My  resolulions  have  been  assailed  and  de 
iionnced,  but  the  truth  oi  the  principles  they  assert 
remains  unconlested  and  inc.ontestible.  In  defending 
them  we  not  only  defend  ourselves,  but  the  consti- 
tution: and  in  defending  il,  the  Union  itself,  of  vv  hich 
it  is  the  basis. 

We  must  not  be  deceived.  The  lime  has  come  tvhen 
the  question  must  be  met.  Il  can  no  longer  be  avoided — 
nor,  i/il  could,  is  it  desirable.  The  longer  it  is  post- 
poned, the  snore  mvelerale  and  dangerous  will  become 
the  hostile  feelings  between  the  slant  holding  and  the  non- 
slaveholding  slates.  IVilh  union  among  ourselves,  toe 
have  nothing  to  fear — but  without  it  everything.  The 
questiosi  is  far  above  the  party  questions  of  the  day. — 
He  who  is  not  for  vs  is  against  us. 

Fur  your  kind  expression  of  feeling  towards  me, 
m communicating  the  lesoiution,  accept  my  sincere 
acknovvledgnienl. 

With  great  respect,  1 am,  &o.  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Samuel  A.  Wales,  Esq, 

If,  says  the  Boston  Atlas,  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Cjlhoun,  which  is  contained  in  the  clause  which 
we  have  placed  in  i/a/ics,  should  be  adopted  by  the 
south;  if,  indeed,  there  should  be  “a  union  of  all 
parlies”  upon  the  principles  contained  in  Calhoun’s 
resolutions,  noUiing  is  more  clear  than  that  il  would 
react  upon  the  free  stales,  and  knit  them  together, 
ill  resistance  to  the  powers  of  slavery.  The  force 
of  liberty  would  overwhelm  whatever  barriers  that 
eiTeeblcd  and  tiilceblmg  institution  could  bring  to 
check  it.  There  are  more  fanatics  in  the  south  on 
the  question  of  slavery  than  in  the  north,  and  vvilh 
this  difference.  'The  southern  ‘‘fanatics”  are  con- 
sidered by  the  civilised  world,  as  a sort  of  inner  bar- 
barians,” and  the  “fanatics”  of  the  north  as  the  men 
who  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  freedom.  They 
have  the  sy  nipathies  of  Christendom  with  them. 

Colonel  Baker. — We  learn  that  this  gallant  officer 
yesterday  declined  amepling  the  office  of  colonel  of 
llie  new  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers,  now  nearly 
full.  He  has  also  declined  the  command  offered  to 
him  by  the  secretary  of  w ar,  of  a battalion  of  veteran 
Illinois  volunteers.  With  a very  proper  disregard 
of  all  parly  considerations,  the  members  of  the  Illi- 
nois convention,  and  Uio  stale  officers  at  Springfield, 


have  united  in  pressing  npm  the  prcsilenl  I'lO  un- 
[loinlnieiit  of  CoMnel  Baker  to  h-v  brigadier  generil. 
fbn  declension  of  this  office  by  C il,  Jeff’erstin  Divis, 
offers  to  the  president  an  opportunity  of  inaking  a 
very  iicoep  uble  appointment,  and  Illinois  deserves 
this  mark  of  regard  for  her  military  spirit,  if  any 
stale  m the  Union  does. — St.  Louis  Rep. 

Rtiurn  of  Indians.  W e gave  a few  days  ago  an  article 
from  a St.  Louis  paper,  noticing  the  arrival  at  that 
city  of  a party  of  Seneca  Indians  on  their  way  to 
their  former  homos  in  this  state  from  the  country  west 
of  tlie  Mississippi,  where  they  had  been  induced  to 
remove  about  a year  since  by  the  U.  S.  agent  and 
others.  The  party,  numbering  forty  five,  reached 
here  yesterday  in  the  steamboat  Buffalo,  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  an  intelligent,  educated  Indian 
Chief,  who  has  been  deputed  for  the  purpose.  About 
thirty  more  are  on  the  way  and  will  arrive  in  a few 
days.  These,  with  the  exception  of  some  six  cr 
eight  who  remain  a short  time  to  dispose  of  the  few 
effects  pi’escrvcd  by  the  tribe,  are  all  that  survive  out 
of  213  reported  by  the  agent  as  having  been  remov- 
ed. The  story  of  their  suffering,  were  it  not  borr.e 
out  by  the  frightful  mortality  that  has  prevailed,  and 
the  sickly  and  emaciated  countenances  of  the  survi 
vors  would  appear  incredible.  In  many  instances 
both  parents  and  children,  after  a delirium  of  several 
days  found  themselves  childless  or  orphans,  the  pa 
rent  or  child  having  been  consigned  to  their  mother 
earth  during  their  delirium.  The  government  made 
no  provision  for  their  comfort,  and  the  rations  distri- 
buted among  them  were  in  many  instances  of  infe 
rior  quality.  The  annuity  due  them  for  1846  has 
been  w’ithheld,  and  has  not  been  paid  them  to  this 
day. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  at  tlie  west,  where  they 
had  been  seduced  by  cunningly  devised  (a'es,  pathetic 
appeals  v/ere  made  by  them  to  their  friends  in  New 
York  for  aid  to  return.  Application  was  made  both 
to  the  national  and  state  governments  without  success, 
when  the  necessary  amount  was  obtained  by  individ- 
ual contributions,  mostly  from  their  devoted  and  stead- 
fast Quaker  friends  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  andN 
York.  When  Dr.  W.  appeared  among  them,  like 
Moses  among  the  Israelites,  he  was  regarded  as  their 
deliverer,  and  although  many  were  in  feeble  health 
they  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  return  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives.  Two  died  on  the  way.  We 
shall  liave  more  to  say  on  the  subject. 

[Buff.  Advertiser. 

[general  0RDE1.S,  NO.  26.] 

War  Dep.art.'ient, 
Adjutasit  General's  Office 
Washington,  July  23,  1843. 
Gener.al  recruiting  service.  The  measures  ta- 
ken to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  having  been  com- 
municated from  time  to.  time  by  special  instructions 
since  the  promulgation  of  “General  Orders,"  Nos.  2, 
8,  and  17,  it  becomes  necessary  to  publish  these  in- 
instructions  to-  the  army,  and  for  the  better  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  the  officers  concerned. 

I — Recruiling  for  the  old  Establishment. 

Col.  I B.  Crane,  ? Superintendent,  Eastern  Division 
1st  Artillery,  J — Head  Quarters  W.  For/c. 

Lt.  CoI.  J.  Erving,  J Superintendent  Western  Divi- 
2d  Artillery,  5 sion— Head  Qrt’s  Cincinnati. 

Officers  of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d,  Dragoons,  the 
Mounted  Rifle  Regiment  the  four  regiments  of  artil 
leiy,  and  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5tli,  6th,  7th,  and  8th 
regiments  of  infantry,  who  may  be  sent  from  the  ar- 
my in  Mexico,  with  a view  to  the  recruiting  service, 
will„  on  tJieir  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  report  in  per- 
son to  Brig.  General  Brooke,  who  will  give  them  or- 
ders according  to  the  instructions  he  may  receive  from 
Washington.. 

2 — J^ccru/iting  for  Tcu  additional  Rcginieuis. 

For  the  9th  and  10th  } Bankhead,  2d  Artil- 

Infantry  r Supenntend’t,  Head 

’■  3 Quarters,  JVeui  York. 

For  the  11th  Infantry,  } Morgan,  11th 

and  Voltigeurs,  f ^^egiment.  Superintend’!, 

J Baltimore. 

1 BHg-  Gen.  G.  M.  Brooke, 
For  the  12th,  loth,  Com’dg  West’n  Division, 

and  14th  Regi-  ^ (assisted  by  Maj.  A.  G. 

Blanchard,  12th  Reg.) 

J — Head  Qrs.,  JV’.  Orleans. 

For  the  15th  and  16lh  Regiments — Lt.  Col.  J,  Er- 
viNG,  2d  Artillery,  Cincinnati. 

3— Tho  men  enlisted  for  the  1st  and  2d  Dragoors 
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will  be  sent  to  Carlisle  Bai~racks,  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer  of  one  of  the  regiments.  The  re- 
cruits for  the  3d  Dragoons  and  Mounted  Rifle  Regi- 
ment, will  be  sent  to  Jifferson  Barracks.  The  Com- 
manding officers  will  enforce  a strict  system  of  dis 
cipline  and  instruction  according  to  regulations. 

4 — Recridting  for  the  VolunUtr  Rtgiments. 

For  the  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
Volunteers — Col.  J.  B.  Bankhead,  2d  Artillery,  Aerc 
York. 

For  the  Pennsylvania,  District  of  Columbia,  and 
Maryland  Volunteers — Maj.  E.  W.  Morgan,  11th 
Regiment,  Baltimore. 

For  the  Virginia  Volunteers — Col.  J.  B.  Walbach, 
4th  Artillery,  Fort  Monroe, 

For  the  North  and  South  Carolina  Volunteers — 
Col.  W.  Whistler,  4th  Infantry,  Fort  Moultrie. 

For  the  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Lou- 
isiana Volunteers — Brig.  General  G.  M.  Brooke, 
JYeiv  York. 

For  the  Illinois  and  Missouri  Volunteers — Lt. 
Col.  T.  Staniford,  8th  Infantry,  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks. 

For  the  Indiana,  and  Ohio  Volunteers — Lt.  Col.  J. 
Erving,  2d  Artillery,  Cincinnati. 

Volunteer  officers  selected  for  the  recruiting  service 
by  their  respective  Colonels  pursuant  to  the  provi- 
sions of  “GeNERAL  Orders,”  No.  17,  of  ^pril  15, 
will  report  by  letter  to  the  field  officers  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  recruiting  for  their  respective 
regiments,  to  whom  they  will  make  all  their  reports 
and  returns- 

5 —  As  soon  as  50  or  60  recruits  are  enlisted  for 
any  one  regiment,  the  superintendent  will  report  for 
instructions  to’the  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  when 
measures  will  be  taken  to  concentrate  and  organize 
detachments  for  the  field  of  not  less  than  250  men. — 
The  officers  sent  to  Mexico  with  recruits,  (both  re- 
gular and  volunteer,)  will  not  return  to  the  United 
States,  but  be  replaced  by  other  officers  to  be  selec- 
ted by  the  commanders  of  their  regiments. 

6 —  The  public  interest  requires  that  the  recruiting 
service  be  pushed  with  the  greatest  vigor,  by  every  offi- 
cer employed  in  it;  and  at  the  same  lime  the  strictest 
economy  is  enjoined  in  all  expenditures  and  arrangements, 
&c.  “Superintendents  v,;.ll  report  all  commissioned 
or  non-commissioned  o'/u  ers  who  may  be  incapable 
or  negligent,  or  unsuccefesful,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
functions,”  &c.  (See  par  757  army  regulations, 
1847.) 

7 —  Proceedings  of  courts-martial  in  the  trial  of 

recruits  on  charges  of  alleged  desertion  from  the  ren- 
dezvous, afforded  strong  grounds  to  believe  that  there 
are  instances  in  which  the  recruiting  party  have  con- 
trived to  make  out  the  case  of  desertion  for  the  sor- 
did purpose  of  obtaining  and  dividing  among  them- 
selves the  authorized  reward  of  #.30.  The  records 
show  that  recruit  * * enlisted  on  the  24th  day 

May,  that  leave  was  granted  him  until  3 o’clock,  that 
not  returning  at  the  hour  he  was  seized  before  6,  at 
the  house  of  the  friend  who  had  accompanied  him  to 
the  rendezvous  in  the  morning,  that  he  was  confined 
as  a deserter  by  the  Sergeant,  and  that  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  recruiting  officer,  five  of  the  party,  re- 
ceived and  divided  the  reward. 

If  the  recruiting  officer  performs  his  duty  to  the 
service,  these  fraudulent  schemes  to  obtain  money  at 
the  expense  of  a recruit,  not  a deserter  in  fact,  would 
rarely  be  successful.  It  is  the  especial  duty  of  the 
officer  to  examine  thoroughly  every  case  of  absence 
without  leave,  and  in  no  instance  should  be  given  the 
usual  certificate  of  apprehension,  until  well  assured 
that  the  recruit  was  really  a deserter  according  to  the 
articles  of  war  and  army  regulations.  If  the  rule 
prescribed  in  paragraph  764  had  been  observed,  the 
short  absence  of  the  man  on  the  24th  of  May  refer- 
red to  above,  could  not  have  been  regarded  as  a de- 
sertion. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  recuuiting 
officers  give  strict  attention  to  this  subject.  It  is  ex- 
pected they  will  diligently  watch  the  public  interest, 
and  protect  the  recruits  against  all  imposition  attemp- 
ted to  be  practised  upon  them. 

8 —  All  packages  and  letters  relating  to  the  recrui- 
ting service,  will  be  endorsed  on  the  upper  right  hand 
corner — “RecruUing  Service.^' 

9 —  Packages  containing  “Certificates  of  Disabili- 

ty,” or  “Certificates  for  Pensions,”  will  be  endorsed, 
accordingly,  on  the  lower  left  hand  corner  of  the  en- 
velope. By  order: 

R.  JONES, 
Adjutant  General. 
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1 he  British  steamer  Cambria  left  Liverpool  on 
the  4th  and  reached  Boston  on  the  18lli.  Her  ar- 
rival was  immediately  announced  by  the  telegraph, 
hut  before  any  news  by  her  could  be  despatclied, 
the  wires  were  out  of  order  again.  Through  the 
telegraph  at  Philadelphia  we  learn  that  she  bring-< 
intelligence  of  a further  decline  in  the  price  of 
breadaliifis.  We  quote  from  their  reports. 

Liverpool  Corn  Market — August  ith.  Best  western 
canal  flour  27s  to  Q7s  Cd  per  bbl.  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  warranted  sweet;  26s  to  2Gs  6il;  sour2Is 
to  23s.  Richmond  and  Alexandria  25s  to  26-.  New 
Orleans  and  Ohio  23s  to  25i. 

U.  S.  wheat,  white  and  mixed  8-.  to  9s.  Gd.  per 

70  Ihs;  led  7s.  7d.  to  8s  9J.  Oats  per  46  lbs.  3s.  to 
3s.  4d.  Bailey  per  CO  Its.  4s.  to  5s.  Rye  per  480 
lbs.  30s.  to  31s.  Peas  per  504  lbs.  30s.  to  40s. — 
Indian  corn,  round  26s.  to  30s.  per  qr;  unsound  and 
heated  20s.  to  24s.  Indian  corn  meal,  14s.  per  brl. — 
Some  parcels  of  Indian  corn  which  had  been  slightly 
heated  but  restored,  were  yesterday  sold  by  auction 
at  25s.  per  qr.  and  some  western  canal  flour  at  21s. 
6d.  to  23s.  6J.  per  brl.  but  the  transactions  were 
generally  unimportant. 

The  above  is  the  result  of  yesterday’s  market,  and 
shows  a serious  decline  in  breadstulfs.  A panic  has 
decidedly  taken  place,  accelerated  by  the  gradual 
downward  tendency  of  the  late  London  maikets, 
the  highly  favorable  state  of  the  home  crops,  and 
the  stillness  of  the  money  market. 

In  the  London  corn  mai  ket  on  Monday  a reduction 
upon  n heal  of  8 to  lOs.  per  quarter  look  place. 

Colton  market.  Fair  Upland  cotton  7^  per  lb; 
Mobile  middling  6i  to  fi|;  good  fair  6=  fine  7=  to  8; 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  midnliiig  6g  to  6|;  New 
Orleans  middling  6|  to  7;  good  fair  7^  to  8,  fine  8i 
lo  9;  brown  Georgia,  middling  Gg  to  G|;  good  fair 

71  to  7|  fine  7|;  Si  a Island,  im  .dling  10  to  14;  good 
fair  15. 

1 he  sales  of  the  wetk  ending  the  23d  ult.  were 
25,000  bales  of  which  2,000  were  taken  on  specula- 
tion and  2 500  for  export.  Those  for  the  week 
ending  the  30lh  oil.  were  18,130  bales,  of  which 
2,700  were  for  speculation  and  1,000  for  export.— 
The  transactions  lor  the  last  three  days,  ending 
yesterday  evening,  were  about  18,500  bales,  6,000 
of  which  were  taken  for  speculation  and  export. — 
I’he  stork  in  port  is  eslimaled  at  410.000  bales, 
against  760  000  at  the  same  period  last  season.  The 
maikets  tiad  been  languid  iur  ten  days  preceeding 
the  arrival  of  the  steamer  of  the  16'h  ult.  with  a 
decline  of  gd  per  lb.  but  since  then  the  market  has 
acquiied  more  firmness  and  the  decline  has  been 
partially  recovered. 

P'ovmonj.— Prime  mess  per  tierce  of  304  lbs. 
new,  88s  to  93s  ordinary  84  to  87s;  mess  per  bbl.  of 
200  lbs.,  50s  to  55s;  ordinary  40s  to  50.  Pork,  prime 
mess,  new,  per  bbl.  70s  lo  75s;  old  GOs  to  C7s;  mess 
65s  to  8I.q  prime  54s  lo  GOs. 

Bacon  dried  and  sun  ked,  old  40  lo  45s;  long  mid- 
dlings free  from  bone  52  to  65»;  ribs  011  shoulders  30 
to  38s.  Hums  smoked  or  dry  in  canvass  per  cwt.  40 
lo  50s.  Casks  in  sail  47  to  t>2*. 

Cheese  fine,  50  to  57s  per  cw  t.;  middling  46  to 
48s;  ordinary,  40  to  44s.  Lard,  fine  leafs  in  kegs,  50 
to  52s  per  cwt.;  bbis,  47  to  50s;  ordinary  to  middling, 
42  to  45s.  Tongues,  in  pickle,  IS  to  21s  per  dozen. 
Pigs,  34  lo  40s  per  cwt. 

Metals — U.  fc>.  Lead,  in  bond,  9 tons  ^16  to  17: 

Iron  British  bar  ^'5s;  rod  <£10,  5-,  hoops  .£]  1,10s; 

sheets  ^11,10,.  In  Wales  bar  ,£8,lUs  to  i'12,6s, 

Scotch  pig  £'4,  on  the  CJy do  ^3, lOs. 

Tin  Plates,  best  charcoal,  30s  6d  to  36s  Gd  per 
box. 

Miscellaneous. — Tallow  per  ton  45s  lo  49s.  Oil, 
lard  per  ion  £'38  to  42;  sperm,  duly  paid  £85  lo  87^ 
w hale  £26  lo  28,  liiisoed  cake  £6  to  9 per  ton;  rosin 
amber  and  yellow,  2s  6d  to  i s 6d  per  cwt;  turpentine 
rough,  duty  tree,  per  cwt  6 lo  8>;  spirits  34s  6d  to 
35s  6d;  tar,  per  bbl  14  lo  16s,  pitch  2s  9d  to  3s  Gd. 

Tobacco— Leaf  laded  2d  per  lb  in  bosd;  middling 
4d;  fine  5d;  stemmed,  sound,  6;  Kentucky  stemmed 
5d;  manufactured  5d  to  9d. 

Rice — Carolina  dressed,  first  quality  21s  to  23>; 

second  quality  20  lo  21s  Gd. 

Hemp— Dew  rotted  £28  lo  31;  hackled £30  to  34. 

Doubts  are  entertained  here  as  to  the  accuracy  ol 
ol  the  above  prices.  Baring’s  London  Circular, 
quotes  wheal,  57a58^.  per  quarter;  U.  S.  while  wheal 
58s.  to  63.  U.  S.  flour,  30s.  a 31s.;  superfine  24a26. 
Corn,  36s.  a 40a.  per  quarter;  barley,  28  a 30s.;  oats, 
23  a 24;  rice,  35  a 36s.  Colton  firm;  sales  to  a lair 
extent  at  full  prices. 

Commercial  and  Financial. — A painful  sensation 
has  taken  place  in  the  money  market  since  the  de- 
parture ol  the  last  steamer,  and  which  in  a greater 


or  less  degree  has  affected  every  branch  of  trade  and 
manufactures,  and  for  some  days  the  funds  have  been 
in  a very  unsettled  stale,  and  though  speculation  has 
not  gone  to  the  extent  which  it  was  apprehended  it 
would,  the  financial  condition  of  Uie  country  may  be 
said  to  be  in  a slate  of  the  most  painful  uneasiness. 
Although  the  funds  w'ere  in  a state  of  unusual  fluctu- 
ation last  w'eek,  they  have  this  wetk  opened  with 
greater  firmness,  but  how  long  that  position  will  be 
maintained,  is  hard  lo  predict.  The  price  of  con- 
sols on  Monday  opened  at  88|  to  f fur  money,  from 
which  they  advanced  le  88j  to  J,  in  consequence  of  ' 
the  fall  in  the  corn  market. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  the  bank  of  England  an- 
nounced an  increaae.il  scale  of  discounts,  which  caus- 
ed an  immediate  fall  of  J per  cent.,  from  which,  at 
the  close  of  business,  there  was  no  rally. 

I’he  Manchester  business  has  for  the  last  ten  day* 
been  of  a very  limited  character,  and  if  the  moneta- 
ry embarrassments  continue  to  increase, distress  will 
be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

Miss  Burdett  CouTTS.—J’he  reported  match  be” 
tween  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  ihe  grand  daugh* 
ter  of  a once  famous  London  banker,  leads  the  Rich" 
moiid  Whig  to  give  the  following  history  of  Ihe  for- 
tune of  the  bride  elect: 

Old  Coutts’  fortune  has  taken  a singular  round 
since  it  was  acquired  by  the  first  owner.  He  him- 
self, when  a young  man,  it  will  be  reoellected,  mar- 
ried a servant  girl,  one  Susan  Slarkie,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  all  daughters.  One  of  these 
married  the  Eurl  of  Guilford,  another  the  Marquis  of 
Bute,  and  a third  Sir  Francis  Birdetl.  Miss  Coutts 
is  a daughter  of  this  last  n arriage,  and  of  course  a 
grand  daughter  of  the  old  Banker.  Coutts  having 
lost  his  first  wile  in  1815,  married,  in  three  months 
after  her  dealh,  Harriet  Mellon,  an  actress  of  some  1 
celebrity,  on  whom  he  had  .several  years  before  set-  ! 
tied  £100,000  sterling,  and  w ilh  whom  his  relations 
H ere  by  no  means  equivocal.  He  died  about  twenty 
years  ago;  and  as  tie  had  already  made  what  lie  ! 
Ueeined  an  ample  setilen  enl  upon  tiis  daughters,  he 
left  Ihe  whole  of  his  enormous  property,  valued  at 
£90,000  per  annum,  to  his  widow.  She  did  not 
wear  the  willow  very  long,  having,  in  a few  years  j 
after,  again  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
the  Duke  of  St.  Albans  a young  nobleman  ot  two 
or  three  and  twenty,  of  high  rank,  being  related  lo 
royally  itself,  and  of  a very  badly  filled  purse,  being 
the  poorest  man  of  his  rank  in  all  the  kingdom. — 
This  malcli,  vepy  unsuitable  in  point  of  years,  for 
the  gentle  Harriet  was  not  only  “fat  and  fair,”  but 
“lorly”  and  the  rise,  was  for  many  months  the  sub- 
ject of  unsparing  ridicule  in  all  ihe  prints  of  ths 
British  Metropolis,  whig,  lory  and  radical.  Tho 
Duke  cared  lillle  lor  that,  however,  but  gave  a loose 
to  his  natural  propineily  lor  dissipation,  with  so 
much  earntbtness,  that  his  career  was  soon  brought 
to  an  end,  and  the  weeping  widow  was  left  with  the 
title  of  Duchess  of  St.  Albans  and  £90,U00  a year, 
lo  console  herself  as  best  she  might.  She  never 
married  again,  but  left  all  her  enormous  estate  lo 
Miss  .Angelina  Burdett,  one  of  the  grand  children  of 
her  first  husband,  on  coiulilion  ul  lier  taking  the 
name  of  Coutts.  'I'his  is  the  lady  who  is  about  to 
necome  Duchess  of  Weliingtoii. 

'1'he  Booty  taken  at  Scinde.  — We  understand 
that  a gi  ant  lias  been  made  to  the  captors  of  the  booty 
taken  in  Scinde  by  the  troops  uiiUcr  the  command 
of  Major  General  Sir  Charles  Napier,  in  February 
and  tMarch,  1843.  The  amounl  01  bullion  and  trea- 
sure 15  staled  ai  upwards  ol  £4UU,UU0 — what  the 
value  of  jewels,  &c.,  may  be  is  not  known,  but  they 
will  prouably  realize  £ltUJ,UUU;  so  llial  no  Jess  than 
half  a million  sterling  will  be  divided  among  the 
captors.  To  the  troops  who  were  stationed  in 
Scinde  at  the  lime  ol  ihc  battles  of  hJeunce  and  Hy 
derabad,  but  w ho  u ere  not  actually  present  lu  those 
battles,  a specific  poriion  (we  believe  one  sixth)  is 
allolled.  i lie  lesidue  is  given  lo  ihc  forces  engaged 
in  the  battles,  alter  dedueling  w hat  they  have  already 
received  under  Ihe  head  ol  extra  baila  on  this  ac- 
count. 'I'he  Slump  duty  paid  into  the  bank  ol  Eng. 
land  onaceuunl  ol  the  bullion  and  treasure  amounts 
lo  upwards  of  #21,U00.  [,Jllen's  Indian  Mail. 

J hx  King  of  Bavaria  whose  senile  atleclion  for 
the  celebrated  danstuse  Lola  Monies  has  almost 
pioduced  a rebellion  among  Ins  subjects,  lias  deter- 
mined lo  make  his  hist  ajipearance  on  the  stage  in 
anew  mythological  bailei,  the  lable  ol  whicn  he 
has  himself  iineiiied.  Lizst  is  lo  compose  the  mu- 
sic, the  King  is  lo  personate  Jupiter,  Lola  Montes 
will  represent  Venus,  and  the  other  pans  are  dis- 
tributed among  the  best  formed  of  ibe  Bavarian  no- 
bility. In  answer  to  the  remoiislraiices  of  his  Min- 
isters, the  King  has  adduced  the  precedents  of  Nero 
who  several  times  appeared  belbre  the  people  of 
Rome  as  a singer  and  actor,  and  Louis  XI V ol  h'rance 
who  once  performed  on  ilie  stage  of  Versailles. 

Petersburg,  Russia. — None  of  uurmoderu  cities 
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ran  boast  of  being  so  entirely  composed  of  gigantic 
edifices  and  palaces  as  Petersburg,  wliere  the  very 
abodes  of  poverty  have  an  air  oferrandeur. 

There  are  many  houses  in  Petersburg  which  liave 
several  tiiousaiul  inmates:  for  instance,  in  the  Win- 
ter Palace  are  GUOO;  in  the  military  hospital  4000; 
in  the  foundling  hospital  700  (children;)  in  the  great 
corps  of  cadets  several  thousand  youths.  There  are 
houses  which  yield  the  owners  a larger  revenue 
than  many  a county.  Some  produce  50,000  rubles, 
others  100,000  per  annum.  The  great  corps  of  ca- 
dets on  Wassili  Ostrow  is  a quarter  of  an  English  mil* 
(440  yards)  square.  This  building  has  two  floors, 
with  two  ranges  of  rooms  above  and  below,  besides 
several  wings.  * * Among  the  private 

houses  there  are  many  which,  for  th#  number  and 
extent  of  the  court  yards  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
different  wiiigs,  are  little  inferior  to  the  imperial 
palace  in  Vienna. 

Among  many  others,  I was  acquainted  with  one 
— for  example,  the  rez-de  chiwsse.c  of  which  formed 
on  one  side  a bazaar,  where  the  thousand  w'ants 
of  this  earthly  life  might  be  supplied,  while  on  the 
other  a row  ol  German , English,  and  French  artists 
and  artisans  had  hung  out  their  show  boards.  In 
the  bel  tinge  resided  two  senators  and  the  families  of 
several  private  individuals.  In  the  second  story 
there  was  a school,  which  had  a high  reputation 
throughout  the  whole  house,  and  a tolerable  number 
of  academicians,  teachers  and  professors;  and  in 
several  buildings  in  the  rear  dwelt,  besides  many 
nameless  and  obscure  people,  several  majors  and 
colonels,  .^oine  retired  generals,, an  American  priest, 
and  a Ger.uan  minister. 

All  Petersburg  around  it  might  have  perished,  and 
the  inmates  of  this  house  could  still  have  formed  a 
complete  political  community,  in  which  every  rank, 
from  the  chief  consul  to  the  lowest  lictor,  would  have* 
been  represented.  When  such  a building  is  burned, 
two  hundred  houses  become  bankrupt  at  once.  To 
have  to  seek  a family  in  such  a house  is  a trial  of 
patience  not  to  be  equalled.  If  5 ou  ask  a butshnik 
(a  policeman  stationed  in  the  street)  at  one  end,  about 
an  address,  he  assures  you  that  his  knowledge  ex- 
tends no  further  than  the  corner  of  the  house  next  to 
him,  and  that  he  knows  nothing  whatever  of  the 
other  side.  In  these  buildings  there  are  dwellings 
so  remote,  that  ail  w'ho  live  under  one  roof  are  not 
disposed  to  acknowledge  one  another  as  neighbors; 
so  that  there  is  not  much  exaggeration  in  the  state- 
ment of  a traveller  who  asserts  that  every  house  in 
Petersburg  is  a town  in  itself.  [Kohl's  Russia. 

France. — France  is  developing  some  of  the  results 
of  her  gigantic  projects  of  internal  improvements, 
vyhich  happily  for  them  are  not  in  that  country  con- 
sidered unconstilulional. 

Opening  the  canal  from  the  Durance  to  Marseilles.— 
Marseilles  tiles  arc  tilled  with  glowing  accounts  of 
the  celebration  held  in  that  city  on  the  8th  of  July, 
in  honor  of  the  completion  and  inauguration  of  this 
great  and  gigantic  triumph  of  art  over  nature,  by 
which  the  very  Alps  have  been  penetrated,  its  moun- 
tains pierced  and  its  valleys  spanned,  and  li  e waters 
of  the  Durance,  instead  ol  emptying  into  the  Rhone, 
are  diverted  towards  the  port  of  Marseilles.  VVe 
have  read,  with  feelings  akin  to  amazement,  in  the 
congratulatory  speeches  delivered  on  that  occasion, 
some  of  the  details  of  this  immense  undertaking,  de- 
scribing the  stupendous  obstacles  which  the  indom- 
itable courage  and  persevering  enterprise  of  man 
have  been  enabled  to  overcome. 

'i  he  celebration  of  the  inauguration  of  the  waters 
into  the  canal  look  place  in  the  presence  of  the  civil 
authorities  and  an  inmense  concourse  of  people. — 
Over  fifteen  ihuusand  persons  wore  around  the  pa- 
Yillion  from  which  the  Bishop  of  Marseilles  pro- 
nounced his  benediction,  and  invoked  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  upon  this  great  unuertaking.  The  discourse 
ol  the  bittiop,  on  Die  occasion,  is  one  of  great  beauty, 
as  well  as  another  delivered  by  a citizen  named 
Marius  Massot,  which  we  tind  reported  at  length  in 
the  Semaphore,  and  for  which  we  would  gladly  find 
room  if  we  could.  VVe  can  only  give  an  extract 
from  the  congratulation  of  the  latter: 

Ihis  work  has  been  the  one  thought  of  ages.  For 
a long  series  of  years  this  thought  of  our  lathers  has 
had  a form  given  to  it,  now  in  the  deliberation’s  of 
constituted  assemblies,  and  now  in  the  writings  and 
efforts  of  the  most  distinguished  intellects.  From 
time  to  time,  a lew  men  of  courage  have  ventured 
to  pass  from  theory  to  application,  as  is  shown  by 
the  subterraneous  excavations  near  Aix.  The  thought 
of  the  canal  has  at  times  slept,  but  it  has  never  been 
abandoned.  It  has  been  one  of  those  conviclicns 
that  survive  man  and  are  superior  to  time.  It  has 
been  given  to  our  epoch  to  put  into  execution  this 
thought  of  our  fathers,  and  to  realise  the  hopes  of 
ages.  Honor  to  you,  citizens  of  Marseilles,  who 
have  not  shrunk  from  this  immense  sacrifice!  Hon- 
or to  our  municipal  magistrate,  who  feared  not  to 


assume  upon  himself  all  the  responsibility  of  this 
colossal  undertaking!  Honor  to  the  municipal  coun- 
cil of  1836,  who  entereil  upon  this  work  with  ban- 
ners flying,  upon  which  were  inscribe  1:  Jfever  to 

be  abandoned! 

This  canal  i-i  eighty  three  thousand  metres  in 
length,  of  which  seventeen  thousand  are  comprised 
in  subterranean  passages  through  mountains!  Tlie 
descent  of  the  water,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  canal  to  its  termination,  is  six  hundred  feet!  — 
The  subterranean  pass  of  the  2'aillades  is  spoken  of, 
in  all  the  descriptions  we  have  seen  of  this  canal,  as 
ils  greatest  triumph.  At  one  period  it  nearly  proved 
an  insurmountable  obstacle.  Some  idea  of  these 
difficulties  may  be  formed  from  the  faet,  that  it  was 
at  one  time  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  the  water 
under,  that  flowed  in  upon  the  workmen,  from  va- 
rious springs,  in  fourteen  difierent  shafts  sunk  in  the 
rock,  machines  of  a hundred  horse  power,  by  which 
six  thousand  litres  (a  litre  is  gall.  0,22)  were  raised 
each  minute  to  the  height  of  150  feet!  The  debit  of 
this  canal  is  5,75  cubic  metres  per  second,  at  the 
epoch  of  the  lowest  waters. 

A full  history  of  this  immense  undertaking,  detail- 
ing all  the  difficulties  surmounted,  and  the  means  by 
which  Art  achieved  one  of  ils  noblest  triumphs  over 
nature,  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  by  M.  .Mon- 
Iricher,  the  engineer.  If  well  done,  it  cannot  fail  to 
be  a highly  interesting,  and,  to  the  man  of  science, 
an  almost  invaluable  nistory. 

Great  Railroad  Project. — A letter  from  Milan 
describes  the  plan  of  a proposed  railroad,  which  has 
been  in  contemplation  a long  while,  but  which  now 
seems,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  taken  hold  of  with 
active  determination,  it  is  to  connect  the  road  from 
Genoa  to  Lake  Majore.  Leaving  this  last  point  at 
Locrano,  and  crossing  the  Lukmanier,  it  comes  out 
after  having  thus  crossed  the  Alps,  near  Constance, 
following  the  valley  of  the  Rhine;  its  length  will  be 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  four  kilometres,  and 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  road  is  about  seventy  five 
millions.  This  line  will  form  a direct  line  of  com- 
munication for  the  whole  southern  network  of  these 
commercial  arteries,  viz:  the  Baden  line,  extending 
from  Constance  to  Frankfort  and  Strasbourg;  the 
Wurtemburg  line,  from  Frederichshafen  to  Siult- 
gardt,  and  uniting  with  the  main  Baden  road  at 
Brucksal;  the  Bavarian,  from  Lindau  to  Augsburg, 
with  the  branch  to  Munich  and  Vienna,  and  also 
with  the  Prussian  and  Saxon  lints.  The  cantons  of 
Tessin  and  Grisons,  which  attach  the  greatest  inter- 
est to  the  completion  of  this  project,  have  lately 
deputed  commissioners,  who  are  charged  with  con- 
sidering the  means  of  executing  it  with  those  of 
Piedmont.  They  have  agreed  to  grant  the  share- 
holders an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  canton,  the  Sardinian  government,  Baden, 
Bavaria  and  Wurlenberg.  'I’he  crossing  the  Alps 
will  present  the  greatest  difficulties,  especially  the 
cut  throngh  Lukmanier,  the  tunnel  of  which  will  not 
be  less  than  five  kilometres. 

This  great  undertaking,  if,  as  all  begin  now  to  be- 
lieve, it  should  be  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  exert 
a great  influence  upon  the  comm  ercial  relations  of 
Southern  Europe. 

Italy. — The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuicany  has  recently 
granted  a general  amnesty  in  favor  of  the  individuals 
compromised  in  the  recent  disorders  at  Pisa  and  its 
vicinity.  'I'his  decree  has  been  the  cause  of  very 
general  rejoicings.  The  prisoners  were  immediate 
ly  set  at  liberty.  On  the  16th  of  June,  a divine  ser- 
vice was  held  in  the  Cathedral  of  Florence,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  election  of  Pope 
Pius  IX 

Rome. — Extracts  from  the  Roman  correspondence 
of  tl  c Marseilles  Semaphore. 

Rome,  June  2Sth. — I'lie  agitation  which  has  pre- 
vaded  among  the  Romans  lor  some  days,  in  conse- 
quence ol  the  impolitic  manifesto  ol  the  secretary  of 
slate,  of  the  22d,  has  now  given  place  to  a deeper 
feeling,  and  one  ol  a uiore  religious  character.  The 
crowd  has  just  been  thronging  to  the  church  of  St. 
Andrea  de  la  Valle,  where,  w ilh  prolound  devotioH, 

It  has  witnessed  the  funeral  services  ordered  by  the 
holy  father  for  the  liberator  of  Ireland; — whose  loss 
the  whole  Catholic  world  deplores,  it  was  known 
that  on  this  occasion  the  services  would  be  performed 
by  that  eloquent  serv  iit  of  God,  the  reverend  Fa- 
ther Ventura.  In  pronouncing  the  funeral  eulogy 
of  Daniel  O’Connell,  the  orator  retraced  all  the 
phases  of  the  brilliant  career  of  this  great  matt,  who, 
he  said,  unfolded  the  bannerol  religion  that  he  might 
achieve  liberty,  and  hoisted  Ihu  banner  of  liberty  to 
elevate  religion,  it  was  upon  this  solid  foundation 
that  the  orator  based  his  sublimely  apostolic  oration. 
Commencing  with  the  system  pursued  by  O’Connell, 
to  obtain  the  great  end  of  the  emancipation  of  Ire- 
land, the  orator  proceeded  gradually  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  great  jirinciples  proclaimed  by  St.  Paul, 
based  upon  the  doctrine  that  a Catholic  pcplo  ought 


to  recoriqner  their  lights  and  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
oppression.  He  afterwards  summed  up  these  princi- 
ples in  the  following  manner:  passive  resistance 
and  active  obedience.  In  proclaiming  them,  the 
orator  showed  in  his  turn,  that  a people,  while  it 
respects  the  order  of  things  establi.shed  by  God, 
ought  not  to  remain  in  inertia  and  suffer  wiih  a guil- 
ty apathy  until  ihe  encroachments  of  despotism  ef- 
face from  man  even  all  traces  of  human  dignity 

Thus,  with  all  the  respect  due  to  legal  authoritv,  a 
people  should  never  lire  of  demanding  or  of  attempt  j 
ing,  by  every  way,  respectful  but  energetic,  to  suc- 
ceed in  enlightening  the  minds  of  Itie  princes,  in  or- 
der that  they  may  consent  to  grant  the  indispensable 
reforms  imposed  by  lime  and  the  wants  it  brings  in 
ils  invariable  and  regular  course.  What  a noble 
theme  for  a conscicncious  orator  speaking  in  Rome, 
where,  it  it  true,  we  venerate  the  name  of  St.  Paul,’ 
but  where  we  so  often  forget  the  doctrines  preached’ 
by  ffiatholy  apostle.  This  celebrated  orator  did  not 
hesitate  to  expose  the  guilt  of  such  deviations,  by  a 
striking  comparison  between  our  present  situation 
and  lhai  of  the  sixth  century,  so  glorious  for  Rome 
and  the  pontificate.  With  history  in  hand,  ho  ex- 
plained how  the  innovators  of  that  time,  with 
REFORM  for  their  motto— a reform  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  laxity  of  manners  and  faith — succeeded 
in  having  it  effected  by  the  great  Paul  3d,  who  him- 
self earned  it  out  in  Ihe  famous  council  of  Trent 

It  was  thus  that  in  our  day  as  well  as  then,  that  sci- 
the  ence  and  religion  took  counsel  together  to  sanction 
words  REFORM  and  pRoenEss,  as  the  most  efficacious 
means  of  sifling  the  revolutionary  spirit  that  threat- 
ens to  break  forth  like  a volcano.  They  can  suc- 
ceed in  it  only  by  the  adoption  of  good  institutions, 
frankly  executed,  and  in  harmony  with  the  progress 
of  the  age— institutions  that  must  unite  liberty  with 
order  and  the  most  lively  manifestations  of  the  re- 
spect due  to  law. 

Eulogising  that  system  of  legal  agitation  which 
the  great  Irishman  put  into  action,  the  reverend  or- 
ator higlily  praised  the  Roman  people,  who,  by  a 
noble  and  religious  instinct,  have  followed  perfectly 
this  system,  uniting  agitation  with  love  for  their 
sovereign. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  eminent  qualities,  both  oftha 
heart  and  mind,  which  designated  Pius  IX.,  with  re- 
gard to  whom  there  is  but  one  voice  in  Europe,  or 
throughout  the  world.  Full  of  confidence,  also,  in 
the  goodness  of  his  people,  the  orator  hesitated  ’not 
to  predict  that  wilh  such  sentiments  on  both  sides, 
both  sovereign  and  people  will  soon  understand  each 
Ollier;  that  this  people  will  achieve  a peaceful  con- 
quest, provided  he  is  understood  and  listened  to,  and 
provided  also  that  he  is  not  thwarted  and  betrayed. 

In  truth,  the  Roman  people  have  until  now  given 
praiseworlliy  and  shining  proofs  of  passive  resistance. 
The  time  has  come  to  put  into  action  the  other  great 
Catholic  principle — active  obedience.  Here,  in  this 
connection,  the  orator  gave  utterance  to  that  sub- 
blimecry:  Demand  (chiedete)  and  the  applauses  of 
an  immcHse  auditory  drowned  his  voice — Demand! 
That  evangelical  word,  which,  resounding  under  the 
majestic  vaults  of  the  temple,  seemed  like  the  voice 
of  God  himself! 

To  have  suflered  to  escape  an  occasion  so  propi- 
tious to  prove  that  our  faith  in  Pius  IX.,  is  far  from 
being  extinct — although  we  know  that  he  is  besieged 
ai  d coiUliiually  alarmed  by  the  enemies  of  ail  liber- 
ty, wtio  compromise  his  power  and  ihe  tranquility 
ol  the  stale — would  have  been  a great  fault.  All 
nalioiis  have  their  providential  momenls — as  Father 
Ventura  added — not  to  profit  by  it  would  be  a crim* 
which  the  future  and  the  present  history  of  Roma 
would  register  in  its  eternal  pages. 

i lie  emotion  produced  by  tins  funereal  and  polit- 
ical address,  would  be  diflicult  to  describe.  Applause 
broke  iorlh  two  or  three  limes.  All  are  impatient 
to  read  this  gem  of  sacred  eloquence — but  will  they 

permit  it  to  De  printed.^  1 will  not  vouch  for  it. 

Should  it  be  oHierwise— should  they  mutilate  or  sup- 
press il — here  will  be  still  another  subject  for  dis- 
eonteiil.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  holy  father,  who 
hiis  for  several  days  been  informed  of  the  true  slate 
ol  tilings,  will  take  some  measure  to  re-establish 
the  people’s  confidence,  so  violently  shaken  since 
the  publication  of  llie  imprudent  manifesto  of  the 
secretary  of  slate. 

Rome,  July  3d.— 1 hasten  to  inform  you  that  the 
agitation  in  the  public  mind  is  beginning  to  be  quieted 
in  Consequence  of  the  assuraiieesgiveu  by  the  Holy 
Fattier  to  a deputation  that  has  repaired  lo’  his  palace 
to  apprise  him  of  tlie  gravity  ol  Ins  situation,  that 
the  publication  of  the  ordinances,  the  prompt  con- 
vocation ol  deputies,  the  grant  of  railroads,  the  law 
of  the  municipality  and  tlie  National  Guard  would 
be  successively  puDlished,  without  delay.  Order  it 
at  length  rrsiortd,  but  it  has  not  prevailed  much  of 
late.  The  popular  fermentation  Degan  to  manifest 
Itself  on  Die  public  square.  Menaces  have  been  ut- 
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tered  against  those,  cardinals  and  prelates  who  are 
accused  of  turnin'  the  Pops  fro  n the  way  in  which 
he  began,  and  making  him  fall  back  upon  those  of 
the  old  regime. 

Hayti. — Under  the  administration  of  President 
Soulouque  the  country  continues  to  prosper.  His 
government  is  engaged  in  prosecuting  those  ameli- 
orations and  reforms  which  are  alike  the  offspring 
and  the  firmest  safeguard  of  peace  and  public  order. 
Most  prominent  in  these  ameliorations  is  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people.  The  greatest  activity  has  pre- 
vailed in  this  branch  of  the  psiblic  service  since 
early  in  the  administration  of  President  Richie. — 
Happily  the  people  appreciate  this  beneficent  action, 
and  eagerly  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  affor- 
ded for  their  instruction.  All  the  schools  of  what- 
ever degree  are  crowded  with  zealous  youth. 

In  the  midst  of  the  general  contentment  and  satis- 
faction which  prevails,  there  are  yet,  however,  am 
bitious  spirits,  who  to  promote  their  o-vn  selfish 
ends,  would  again  involve  their  country  in  all  the 
horrors  of  a civil  w'ar.  We  have  an  instance  of  this 
in  the  recent  attempt  to  separate  the  north  from  the 
rest  of  thcrepublic,  and  erect  it  into  an  independent 
state.  Six  otiicers  were  arraigned  before  a council 
of  war  for  the  crime  above  mentioned,  and  three  of 
them,  Santy,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  Samon  and 
Jacques  Coqueere,  superior  officers  on  furlough, 
were  condemned  and  publicly  executed  in  presence 
of  the  garrison  and  people  of  St.  Marc,  on  the  2l)ih 
ult. 

The  legislature  was  busily  engaged  in  carrying  out 
the  measures  of  the  administration,  judiciously  con 
ceived  for  the  promotion  of  the  nublic  prosperty. — 
Having  established  the  conveyance  of  mails  on  cer- 
tain of  the  great  public  routes,  the  government  were 
taking  measures  to  respond  to  the  demands  of  the 
people  for  the  extension  of  this  public  convenience, 
and  had  already  adopted  an  efficient  system  for  the 
repair  and  maintenance  of  the  roads.  Great  en- 
couragement is  offered  to  the  niulliplication  of  the 
channels  of  industry  and  the  increase  of  production, 
and  a temporary  premium  of  three  cents  per  pound 
has  been  accorded  to  the  exportation  of  sugar. 

The  papers  congratulate  the  people  that  the  ap 
propriatioii  of  the  publio  funds  has  been  devolved 
upon  the  chambers  by  the  administration,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  republic.  After  liav 
ing  passed  tlirough  anarchy  the  most  complete,  the 
omnipotence  of  a dictatorship,  and  the  vain  sem- 
blance of  constitutional  power,  we  are  now  (says 
the  Manifeile.)  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a representa- 
tive government. 

THE  FAMINE  IN  GERMANY. 

The  facilities  for  intercourse  between  England 
and  Ireland  and  ihis  country,  are  such,  that  the  con- 
dition and  sutfeiiugs  of  those  countries  are  as  fami 
liar  to  our  people,  as,  without  actual  and  ocular  in- 
spection, they  well  co  ild  he.  Sympathies  have  been 
awakened  accordingly,  Americans  have  felt  and 
struggled  for  the  relit  f of  the  people  of  Eng^and, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  without  being  aware  that  the 
sufferings  of  a large  portion  of  their  fellow  beings  in 
Germany  and  elsev,  here  were  scarcely  less  ai  that 
same  moment,  than  were  those  to  whose  relief  they 
were  administering. 

Dr.  Lieber,  of  S.  C.  gives  a thrilling  account  of 
the  desolation  in  Germany  from  famine  and  pesti- 
lence. After  referring  to  the  noble  and  active  sym 
palhy  that  has  been  awarded  in  favor  of  starving 
Ireland,  he  adds,  that  death 

“Is  harvesting  his  plentiful  sheaves  in  more  fields 
than  in  Ireland  and  Scoiland.  In  Germany,  too, 
people  are  dropping  into  the  grave  of  hunger  far  wi- 
der than  the  pits  of  battle-fields.  Private  letters  as 
well  as  German  papers  received  here  of  late,  inform 
us  that  the  people  on  the  Rhine,  in  the  Black  Forest, 
in  the  Erzgebirge  and  in  several  other  parts  of  Ger- 
many are  dying  fast,  either  because  the  potato, 
forming  the  usual,  and  in  many  cases  the  exclusive 
meal  of  the  poor,  has  failed,  or  because  the  typhus 

fe^er that  infallible  gleaner  on  the  fields  on  which 

poverty  and  hunger  have  used  their  unrelenting 
scythe— has  not  refused  in  this  case,  either,  to  offer 
Its  ready  service  to  the  great  destroyer. 

“Such  times  as  these  have  not  yet  been  recorded 
in  history,  famine  has  never  before  done  its  work  in 
such  wholesale  manner,  and,  if  our  people  have  seiz- 
ed upon  this  age  of  vast  suft'ering,  w ith  a spirit  which 
IS  delightful  to  the  contemplalive  historian,  to  sow 
the  smiling  flowers  ol  chanty  upon  those  fields  of 
deadly  hunger  in  Irelaml,  and  to  cliange  many  an 
acre  strewed  with  the  bodies  that  were  slain  by  fa- 
mine into  a garden  of  pious  works,  do  I venture  loo 
much  it  1 point  to  another  country,  and  show  that 
there  too  are  ample  fields  prepared  for  the  seeds  of 
those  plants  of  kindness  and  pity?  1 am  well  aware 
that  many  calls  upon  the  benevolence  of  our  citizens 
have  been  made  of  late  in  close  succession.  But  is 


it  the  fault  of  those  that  ask,  or  is  it  God  that  ofters 
to  us,  whose  garners  his  Providence  has  filled,  the 
soil  to  sow  the  works  of  pity,  which  His  gospel  rates 
so  hiKh?  To  feed  the  hungry  and  to  moisten  the 
pan  hed  palate  of  the  thirsty  are  mentioned  as 
works  that  are  not  to  be  forgotten  on  the  dread  day 
when  the  brilliant  works  of  amhitioii  will  not  be 
found  registered  in  favor  of  those  that  performed 
them.” 

A gentleman  from  Charleston,  noiv  residing  in  the 
city  of  Geissin,  Germany,  writes: 

“1  shall  have  to  leave  Germany  in  self  defence,  if 
the  famine  do's  not  cease.  Whilst  I am  writing. 
(15th  April,)  the  deepest  snow  lies  on  the  ground  1 
have  ever  seen,  being  fully  four  feet,  and  I can 
scarce  permit  myself  to  go  abroad,  for  the  sight  of 
want  which  1 cannot  alleviate,  is  too  distressing  for 
me  to  endure.  Yes,  within  the  sound  of  the  cathe- 
dral bells,  there  are  thousands  who  from  the  failure 
of  the  potato  crop  and  from  other  causes  beyond  the 
control  of  Ihe  peasants  have  neither  food  or  raiment 
in  this  horrid  weather.  This,  loo,  is  in  that  portion 
of  Germany  which  has  heretofore  been  the  granary 
of  the  kingdom,  and  where  grain  is  almost  exclusive- 
ly raised,  being  strictly  a farming  population.  You 
can  judge  from  this,  what  must  be  the  suffering  of 
the  people  in  the  wine  districts,  where  they  are  de- 
pendent on  other  sections  fur  bread.  They  cannot 
rely  on  the  potato.  It  has  become  the  ‘pestilence 
which  walketh  in  darkness  and  wasteth  at  noon- 
day.’ It  has  gone  forever.  A princely  treasury 
could  not  alleviate  the  want  around  this  city  alone. 
God  must  be  the  nlniontr,  and  he  will  send  them  help. — 
My  own  lillle  alms  are  not  even  as  drops  to  the  great 
tide  which  is  required  to  wash  away  their  sufferings. 
Will  not  the  honest  Germans  and  their  de.soendanls 
at  home,  do  something  for  their  fatherland  in  the 
dark  hours  of  tribulation.^  Will  not  my  noble,  gene- 
rous countrymen  give  a mile  to  feed  starving  milli- 
ons in  old  Germany?” 

The  editors  of  Ihe  Carolinian  add: — Private  let- 
ters, as  well  as  the  German  papers  give  the  most 
melancholy  proofs  of  this  gloomy  state  of  things,  and 
if  we  know  less  of  it  here,  than  of  the  famished  Irish 
and  Scots,  tlie  reason  is  not  to  be  (ound  in  a less  de 
gree  of  suSering,  but  in  the  fact  that  accounts,  how- 
ever thrilling  their  ellect  may  be,  rarely  pass  over 
from  German  papers  into  ours,  and  we  all  know  that 
our  liveliest  sympatuies  are  nut  aroused  by  a single 
general  report  of  some  sutfering  or  other.  Repeated, 
varied  and  detailed  accounts  alone,  are  apt  to  be- 
come in  some  sort  a substitute  for  the  reality  of  suf- 
fering seen  by  the  bodily  eye.  But  though  little 
known  by  our  community,  it  is  nevertheless  true, 
that  the  Germans,  too  are  now  paying  their  ample 
tribute  of  death  to  the  giant  destroyer,  that  is  sway- 
ing at  this  evil  period  over  the  lauds  ofEurope.  Fa- 
mine is  now  gathering  th  re  its  plentiful  sheaves  of 
death.  In  the  Black  Forest,  on  the  Rhine,  in  tile 
Erzgebirge,  and  many  other  parts  of  that  country, 
people  are  dying  from  waul  of  food  and  typhus— the 
dread  twin-brother  of  want — by  numbers  already  too 
large  to  be  counted, 

Some  contributions  for  Germany  were  sent  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore. 

President  McMaster,  of  the  Miami  University, 
Ohio,  warmly  interested  himself  amongst  the  people 
of  that  stale  and  a contrihulioii  was  forwarded  from 
Cincinnati,  ol  the  reception  of  which  we  have  just 
learned  from  Europe. 

Djctor  McMaster  well  remarks  that  the  case  ap 
peals  to  our  whole  oommuriily.  To  few  counliiss  is 
our  own  so  deeply  indebted  as  to  Germany.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  obligations  of  our  religion  and  our 
learning  to  her  in  former  ages,  multitudes  of  her 
children  are  a iiong  us,  and  of  us,  and  by  their  skill, 
their  industry,  their  frugality  and  their  good  morals, 
bring  a valuaole  accession  to  our  population  and  our 
wealth,  while  in  many  instances  high  talent  and 
learning  add  to  our  store  of  all  that  improves  the 
higher  life  of  man.  Beside,  are  they  not  our  breth- 
ren? Have  we  not  all  one  Father?  Hath  not  one 
God  made  us — made  us  of  one  blood  to  dwell  upon 
the  earth?  Does  any  man  believe  that  He  who  is 
our  Father  and  their  Father,  has  given  to  us  the  over- 
flowing abundance  of  this  teeming  land,  and  has  sent 
on  them  this  desolating  famine,  that  we  may  horde 
our  treasures,  or  spend  them  on  our  ple.isures}  and 
look  on  and  see  them  die  of  want?  Nor  will  a sym- 
pathy that  IS  fruitless,  nor  a compassion  that  is  only 
in  word  and  in  tongue  do.  We  ought  to  open  our 
ears  to  the  admonition; — “If  a broUier  or  a sisler  be 
naked  and  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  say 
unto  them,  depart  in  peace,  be  warmed  and  filled;  but 
ye  give  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  for 
the  body,  what  doth  it  profit?  Whoso  hath  this 
world’s  goods,  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
shutleth  up  his  bowels  from  him,  how  dwelleih  the 
love  of  Gud  in  him.’’  If  thou  forbear  to  deliver  them 
that  are  drawn  uuto  death  and  ready  to  perish;  il 


thou  sajest,  behold,  we  knew  it  not;  doth  not  He  that 
pondereth  the  heart  consider?  D.ith  not  He  know? 
And  shall  not  he  ren  ler  to  every  man  according  to 
his  works?”- 
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THE  AMERICAJV  INSTITUTE. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Fair,  is  to  be  held  at 
the  Castle,  New  York  city,  early  in  October.  It  can- 
not be  that  the  lively  interest  which  has  heretofore  dis- 
tinguished the  attendance  on  those  occasions,  has  flag- 
ged in  the  least.  The  coming  fair  will  no  doubt  ex- 
ceed in  display  as  well  as  in  number  of  visitors,  any 
proceeding  exhibition  of  the  institution.  Inducements 
are  as  strong  as  at  any  previous  period.  The  field  of 
inventions  and  improvements  expands  every  day,  and 
the  products  of  American  ingenuity  and  industry  want 
a fair  field  for  exhibition.  Let  people  see  and  be- 
lieve. 

A New  York  paper  says: 

The  managers  of  the  twentieth  fair,  following  up 
the  system  of  the  institute — that  of  promptness  and 
energy,  have  by  their  circular,  appealed  to  their  fel- 
low citizens  throughout  this  great  republic,  for  the 
purpose  of  inviting  those  who  glory  in  its  progress 
in  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  arts, 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  twentieth  fair,  and  to  -fill 
the  castle,  in  this  London  of  the  west,  with  examples 
of  every  good,  new,  or  improved  article  which  the 
year  ’47  has  brought  forward  through  the  activity, 
ingenuity,  and  energy  of  the  people,  that  a gather- 
ing may  here  take  place  in  October,  such  as  the  coun- 
try before  has  never  witnessed. 

And  as  an  inducement  to  exhibitors,  and  visitors, 
we  call  attention  to  the  place  of  the  exhibition.  The 
Castle  Garden,  formerly  a fortress  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  long  twenty  four  pounders,  is  now  a peace- 
ful temple  of  six  hundred  feet  in  circumference,  with 
its  circuit  walls  of  stone  seven  feet  thick,  and  the 
whole  covered  with  a beautiful  well  lighted  dome. — 
Here,  in  this  vast  amphitheatre,  will  be  displayed  all 
that  is  most  excellent  in  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures  and  the  arts — presenting  atone  view 
the  triumphant  evidence  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the 
republic  in  all  the  arts  of  peace.  The  exhibition 
will  be  enlivened  by  music  and  gratified  with  frequent 
addresses  from  some  of  our  most  intellectual  men 
from  various  parts  of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible 
for  us  at  this  time  to  say  what  new  inventions  and 
new  productions  of  fancy  or  utility,  will  then  appear. 
But  a year’s  thinking  and  acting  of  such  men  as  are 
among  us,  cannot  fail  to  afford  high  evidence  of  pro- 
gress most  gratifying  to  all  who  love  the  true  princi- 
ples of  Jimerican  greatness.  America  has  become 
great  in  the  shortest  time  ever  known  to  the  human 
race;  but  no  man  can  guess  the  effects  yet  to  be  de- 
veloped of  an  universal  freedom  of  thought  and  ac- 
tion, in  advancing  knowledge  and  diffusing  it  among 
men.  And  what  can  more  contribute  to  this  advance- 
ment than  a free  and  frequent  competition  for  the 
honors  and  rewards  of  excellence.  No  ancient  pub- 
lic games  can  be  compared  to  our  modern  game, 
where  genius  and  intellect  are  competitors  for  true 
glory — that  of  doing  good. 

We  call  attention  to  a few'  articles  of  great  impor- 
tance to  our  country.  Among  them  we  urge  the  rai- 
sing and  manufacturing  of  silk  and  of  linen.  We 
trust  that  the  Van  Shaick  premium  for  the  former 
will  operate  upon  those  who  know  the  incalculable 
value  of  silk  as  a national  production,  to  increase 
their  zeal  in  bringing  forward  to  perfection,  that  beau- 
tiful branch  of  manufacture.  We  hope  that  the  pre- 
miums for  linen  also,  will  call  out  effort  in  that  most 
desirable  fabric. 

And  let  us  remind  the  workers  in  wool,  that  no 
art  nor  labor  should  be  spared  by  them  in  producing 
cloths  which  will  be  deemed  superior  to  any  that 
can  be  produced  in  other  countries.  As  to  our  noble 
mechanics,  we  anticipate  from  them  new  proofs  that 
they  are  wide  awak  to  the  progress  of  the  age — . 
That  they  may  lay  before  us  the  iron  in  all  its  forms, 
from  telegraph  wire  to  railroad  iron — from  pins  and 
needles  to  1000  horse  engines — from  iron  pens  to 
iron  ships — from  wooden  vessels  for  domestic  pur- 
poses to  wooden  packets  of  two  thousand  tons  bur- 
then. And  first  though  last  named,  may  our  farmers 
and  gardeners,  remembering  that  their  work  is  first 
and  foremost  in  utility,  bring  out  the  evidences  of  their 
improvement  in  every  useful  as  well  as  ornamental 
plant  and  vegetable,  and  in  every  useful  and  beauti- 
ful animal.  We  wish  to  see  the  best  blood,  whether 
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native  or  foreign,  the  greatest  usefulness  for  labor  or 
for  produce  in  all  the  animals.  We  want  to  see  the 
finest  horses,  mules,  oxen,  sheep,  swine  aud  poultry, 
and  witness  how  great  an  improvement  the  art  of 
man  can  make  in  the  animal  as  well  as  in  the  vege- 
table creation. 

Let  us  then  have  at  the  twentieth  fair,  a great  ga- 
thering of  American  goods  of  all  descriptmis,  and  we 
desire  all  the  friends  of  enterprise  and  improvement 
throughout  the  Union,  to  avail  themselves  next  Octo- 
ber of  the  national  jubilee  to  be  held  in  New  York. 
We  conclude  with  the  assurance  that  a visit  here  will 
be  not  only  highly  pleasing,  but  to  great  numbers  pro- 
fitable, from  the  knowledge  acquired  by  the  exami- 
nation of  the  thousands  of  specimens  of  the  genius, 
art  and  industry  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Heretofore  we  have  had  tw'enty  thousand  speci- 
mens at  our  fair,  and  over  200,000  spectators — but 
we  think  that  1847,  with  Ils  prosperous  trade  calls 
for  a vast  increase  for  the  exhibition  of  next  Octo- 
ber. 

Those  who  wish  to  exhibit,  should  be  prompt  in 
their  preparations.  Their  articles  should  be  here  by 
the  first  or  second  day  of  October — in  order  that  the 
managers  may  have  full  time  to  arrange  them  in  their 
proper  places  and  in  proper  order.  Every  one  must 
see  the  necessity  of  this — and  all  should  be  on  the 
spot  in  time.  No  man  knows  what  his  work  is  worth 
until  it  comes  into  competition,  and  let  no  man  de- 
spair of  being  first  in  the  list  of  competitors — for  it 
is  only  by  comparison  that  any  of  us  can  decide  the 
question  of  superiority.  Let  all  enlightened  men, 
who  can  make  it  convenient,  be  present  at  this  ex- 
hibition. We  wish  especially  that  every  man  whom 
his  country  has  entrusted  with  the  eminent  power  of 
legislating  for  his  fellow  citizens,  should  come  and 
examine  their  productions  at  Castle  Garden,  and  thus 
he  better  able  to  make  laws  which  affect  the  genius 
and  industry  of  our  republic. 

Those  who  only  read  or  theorize  about  our  affairs, 
have  but  little  idea  of  the  convincing  evidences  which 
the  assembled  fads  at  Castle  Garden  will  present  to 
instruct  and  please. 

And  further,  we  are  happy  to  say,  that  these  annual 
fairs  attract  the  fair.  Being  works  of  peace  and 
utility  and  beauty — at  least  one  half  of  their  admirers 
are  the  ladies  of  our  land.  Tho.se  w'ho  are  first  in 
inducing  all  the  civilized  arts  are  among  the  constant 
friends  of  all  the  arts — and  add  by  their  presence, 
not  the  least  of  the  countless  attractions  of  these  an- 
niversaries. 

Fair  of  Ike  Franklin  Institute. — The  annual  fair  of 
the  Franklin  institute  will  take  place  at  the  usual 
period  this  year,  and  we  advert  to  it  now  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  upon  our  manufactures  the 
propriety  of  making  such  timely  exertion  as  will 
bring  forth  results  of  a gratifying  nature,  and  consti- 
tute true  exhibits  of  the  actual  state  of  the  mechanic 
arts  among  us. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Philadelphia  is  the  great- 
est manufacturing  city  in  the  Union,  and  its  reputa- 
tion for  skilful  workmanship  is  unequalled.  Where- 
ver the  handiwork  of  her  artizans  has  gone  it  has 
challenged  admiration  and  not  unfrequenlly  defied 
competition.  In  every  branch  of  productive  art  her 
mechanics  have  proved  themselves  able  and  skilful, 
and  the  exhibits  made  at  the  fairs  of  the  iiistilute 
during  former  years,  have  invariably  attested  their 
right  to  the  title  of  being  the  besfainong  the  best.— 
Such  a reputation  is  worthy  of  extraordinary  effort 
for  its  maintenance  and  advancement,  and  we  look 
to  see  this  year  such  a gathering  of  the  products  ol 
our  workshops  as  will  excel  all  previous  efforts.  It 
is  due  to  the  city,  it  is  due  to  themselves,  that  all 
engaged  in  productive  industry  should  place  speci- 
mens of  their  skill  where  the  community  may  have 
proper  opportunity  of  inspecling  them,  and  of  form 
ing  a judgment  as  to  Ihe  extent  of  the  wealth  and 
substantial  resources  of  Philadelphia. 

Other  cities  vaunt  their  superiority  with  unceas- 
ing zeal,  and  by  dint  af  repeated  assertions,  create 
in  many,  ideas  which  are  not  warranted  by  truth. — 
In  our  city,  we  are  afraid,  there  has  been  too  little 
said  and  too  little  shown  to  the  public.  It  is  well  to 
be  modest,  but  it  is  a principle  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness that  care  shall  always  be  had  to  disseminate 
among  business  men  the  truth  concerning  the  stand- 
ing and  extent  of  operations  of  commercial  houses, 
and  there  are  few  firms  in  any  commercial  city, 
whose  standing  is  not  properly  ascertained,  and 
known  to  their  competitors.  The  same  rule  should 
apply  to  the  competition  of  cities;  and  if  Philadel- 
phia equals  her  neighbors  in  the  department  of  pro- 
ductive art,  there  should  be  sufficient  of  cily  pride 
to  make  it  known  even  at  personal  sacrifice.  I'lie 


result  is  al  rays  beneficial,  for  it  induces  a whole- 
some spirit  of  enterprize,  and  draws  toward  those 
who  exhibit  it  the  demand  for  the  articles  produced. 
Where  enterprize  is  the  reigning  feeling  things  nev- 
er go  backward;  and  competition  makes  the  seeming 
perfection  of  yesterday  an  imperfection  to-day,  by 
the  discovery  of  some  hitherto  unknown  and  improv- 
ing quality  or  action.  Let  Philadelphia  be  placed 
in  her  true  position  in  relation  to  her  sister  cities; 
and  while  the  excellence  of  her  manufac'iircs  will 
draw  to  her  a greater  capital  and  a greater  trade, 
the  spirit  of  enterprize  which  is  awakened  will  keep 
her  as  she  is — the  foremost  manufacturing  city  in 
the  Union. 

There  is  no  means  by  which  a consentaneous  ef- 
fort for  this  purpose  can  be  made  so  eSective  as  by 
the  fair  of  the  Franklin  Institute.  Thousands  who 
are  in  partial  or  total  ignorance  can  there  see  in  de- 
tail  the  elemenis  of  the  substantial  and  growing 
wealth  of  Philadelphia;  and  learn,  what  it  is  neces- 
sary many  should  know,  that  they  need  not  look 
elsewhere  for  supplies.  But  it  will  require  action 
on  the  part  of  our  producers,  and  we  trust  they  will 
see  the  propriety  of  making  exertions  commensurate 
with  the  im|)ortance  cf  the  object  in  view. 

We  learn  the  committee  of  the  Institute  is  making 
ample  preparation,  and  that  an  address  will  soon  be 
published.  The  whole  of  the  museum  building  will  be 
devoted  to  the  display,  and  there  will,  therefore,  be 
ample  room  and  varge  enough  for  all  to  exhibit  their 
handiwork  to  advantage.  [fT.  American. 

The  late  CArTAtx  Bovd. — VVe  find  in  the  New 
Orleans  Delta  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  gallant  Captain  Boyd,  of  this  city.  It  is 
Iron)  the  pen  of  a Icilow  soldier,  and  will  be  read 
by  the  numerous  acquaintances  of  the  deceased  with 
melancholy  pleasure:  [Balt.  American. 

Tampico,  July  25,  1847. 

Eds.  Delta:  It  was  with  feelings  ot  deepest  re- 
gret that  we  heard  the  death  of  Capt.  James  Boyd, 
formerly  of  the  Baltimore  battalion,  and  more  re- 
cently commander  of  a dragoon  company  raised  in 
thiO  cily.  After  the  disbandment  of  the  Baltimore 
battalion,  through  his  untiring  activity,  he  soon  suc- 
ceeded in  forining  a company  of  dragoons,  promis 
ing  good  service  to  his  country,  vvhioh  was  truly 
honorable  to  himself  and  the  crowning  of  his  bright- 
est anticipations.  His  company  was  already  mount- 
ed, but  not  uniformed,  and  but  paitially  equipped. — 
It  W'as  designed  as  a scout,  and  several  times  had  it 
been  out  in  that  capacity,  in  conjunction  with  C ipt. 
Wyse’s  company  of  light  artillery.  On  every  occa- 
sion did  Captain  Boyd  sustain  the  high  reputation  he 
had  so  nobly  won,  especially  in  this  lost  unfortunate 
expedition  under  Col.  de  Russy.  His  vigilance  was 
untiring,  and  his  action  prompt  and  effective.  No 
labor  exhausted;  no  danger  daunted,  and  no  obstacle 
discouraged  him.  He  was  one  of  the  few  who 
made  that  daring  and  murderous  charge  on  the  cily 
of  Monterey  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  and  was  side  by  side  with  the  gallant 
Watson  when  he  sealed  his  devotion  to  his  country 
with  his  heasl’s  blood.  With  that  instinctive  power 
of  control  which  he  exercised  over  his  men,  he  ac- 
complished the  important  object  vvhioh  other  com- 
manders failed  to  do — holding  his  company  compact 
and  firm.  Well  do  I remember  him  as  his  noble 
form  peered  above  the  trembling  mass  around  him, 
his  eyes  kindling  with  animation  and  his  energies 
strung  for  the  contest,  shouting  defiance,  and  rush- 
ing with  a terrible  impetuosity  on  to  the  onset, — 
That  was  a day  of  glory  for  him — no  more  are  his! 
He  has  been  snatched  from  the  sphere  of  usefulness 
while  in  the  bright  summer  of  his  existence,  and  his 
bones  are  now  left  to  bleach  on  the  field  where  he 
fell,  or  to  be  trampled  into  its  bloody  soil  by  the  in- 
advertent step  of  the  enemy.  No  man  was  -T.ore 
highly  respected  than  Capt.  Boyd  by  the  people  of 
Tampico.  He  was  equally  a gentleman  aud  an  offi 
cer,  and  the  lustre  of  tils  noble  qualities  w'lll  remain 
untarnished  with  all  these  who  knew  him,  and  his 
virtues  will  be  entwined  with  meiwory’s  greenest 
wreath — 

“Sit  tibi  terra  levis.” 

It  remains  yet  a matter  of  much  uncertainty  whe- 
ther Lieut.  Tanneyhill  is  dead.  He  was  left  at  Tan- 
tayuca,  it  was  supposed  mortally  wounded.  We 
have  since  received  the  gratify  ing  intelligence  that 
he  is  recovering.  He  is  treated  with  wih  the  ut- 
most kindness,  and  is  a guest  of  the  alcalde’s  bro- 
ther. 


AMERICAN  HELP  FOR  IRELAND. 

A report  reeeived  by  the  last  steamer  from  the 
“central  relief  committee”  of  Dublin  gives  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  sum  of  the  relief  funds  received  by 
them  from  the  United  Slates,  viz: 

Total  amount  of  donations  in  money 
received  from  the  United  States  to 


^ this  date,  (July  10th,)  7 mo.  10th,  s£l4.691  13  8 
Estimated  value  of  bread.stuH-  receiv- 
ed or  advised  from  the  U.  Stales  to 
same  dale.  95,132  2 0 


■€109,823  15  8 

Or  more  than  half  a million  of  dollars.  Of  donations 
given  in  Gieat  Britain  and  Ireland  the  same  com- 
iniltee  had  received  .€44,008.  But  it  would  be  un- 
just to  infer,  as  some  editors  appear  to  do,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  contributed  more 
foi  the  re  1 ief  of  Ireland  than  British  subjects  have; 
for  it  must  be  recollected  that  there  are  other  chan- 
nels of  distiibntiori  besides  to  Dublin  relief  commit- 
tee. We  have  lately  seen  in  some  English  paper  a 
statement  of  Ihe  amount  contributed  by  Ihe  people  of 
Great  Britain,  and  (though  we  do  not  remember  the 
figures)  our  impression  is  that  the  amount  greatly 
exceeded  half  a million  dollars.  We  say  this  in  jus- 
lice  to  the  British  people,  and  not  to  disparage  the 
liberality  of  our  own,  which,  so  far  as  we  kno  .v  is 
without  a parallel  in  history,  taking  into  view  the 


fact  that  the  parlies  relieved  were  subjects  of  a fn 
_ _ iment,  and  the  fn  ' 
dollar  given 


reign  government,  and  the  further  fact  that  every 


was  a free-will  offering  of  the  people. 

[.Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  says “Wo 

have  just  .seen  a letter  introducing  the  Hon  V S 
Trowbridge,  of  Michigan,  to  the  Irish  relief  commit- 
tee, who  comes  charged  to  hand  over  to  it,  in  behalf 
of  that  state,  something  like  2349  bbls.  of  provisions 

1"  'hisquantitv  are  about 
2,200  bbls_.  .superior  flour.  Is  not  this  a magnificent 
coniribuiion  Irom  the  peninsular  state— and  is  not 
Ihe  whole  spectacle  of  American  relief  to  Irish  des 
titution,  one  which  men  and  angels  may  rejoice  in 


in.?” 


H I S r o R 1 c A L . 
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THE  ORDIN.ANCE  OF  1787,  ITS  HISTORT-THOS.  JEF- 
FERSON. RUFUS  KING,  AND  NATHAN  DANE. 

Ft  om  the  Cincinnati  Chronicle, 

The  ordinance  of  1787  is  now  numbered  amonz 
those  monuments  of  wisdom  to  which  history  noinu 
as  among  the  evidences  of  an  improving  virtue  ami 
a superior  intelligence  in  humanity,  n \ ad'mlrVn 
talked  about,  and  revered.  ^ dmired. 

Much  of  ihH  reverence  and  admiration  maybe 
attributed  to  the  great  prosperity  and  growth  of  the 
states  which  have  grown  up  under  its  kindly  influ! 
ences.  These  states  are  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  At  the  lime  that  the  ordi- 
nance  of  1787  was  passed  they  were  touched  by  the 
hand  of  civilizilion  only  at  the  ports  of  St  V n 
cent,  Kaskaskia,  Prairie  du  Roclrn,  Kchokh  Fort 
Chartres,  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  Detroit 
all  Fr^enchor  Canadian  settlements.  The  numbe! 
of  inhabitants  may  be  guessed  at,  from  the  follow! 
mg  facts  contained  in  a report  of  congress  made  in 

June,  1788.  That  report  sat  s that  the  fiffoge!!  Ihe 

Mississippi,  or  neai  there,  contained  the  follotviria' 
families:  & 

Kaskaskias 
Kehukia  village 
Prairie  du  Ruche 
Fort  Chartres 
Fort  St.  Philip 

Detroit  and  St.  Vincents  contained 
much  more  than  au  equal  number. 

The  total  population  did  not  exceed  three  thousand. 
It  IS  now  just  sixty  years  since  the  con-rr(,,s  „r  .u- 
confederation-the  old  continental  congress,  to  be 
remembered  while  history  shall  have  a pci  to  record 
or  the  earth  a people  to  admire  whatever  is  -reaf 
noble,  virtuous,  venerable,  or  admirable  in  human 
nature— put  its  seal  to  the  ordinanee  for  the  -ettle 
menl  ol  the  northwestern  territory. 

The  ordinance  as  a legal  inslrument  was  wiselv 
drawn,  but  its  wisdom  and  fame  rest  on  the  follow- 
ing prinriplcs,  which  were  then  ordained  and  made 

fundameiilal  law  in  these  stales: 

1.  It  was  ordained  that  the  estates  of  both  resi- 

dent  and  non  resident  proprietors  should  descend  to 
their  children,  or  the  descendenls  of  their  children 
in  equai  parts.  ’ 

2.  The  ordinance  proclaimed  that  religion,  moral- 
ity and  knowledge  arc  necessary  to  good  government; 
and  because  they  are  so,  “schools  and  the  means  of 
education  shall  be  forever  encouraged.'''^ 

3.  It  ordained,  as  a matter  ol  compact  w'itli  the 

original  slates,  that  the  states  to  be  formed  out  of 
the  norlhweslern  territory  “shall /arerer  remain  a 
pari  of  this  confederacy  of  the  United  States  of 
America.”  ‘ 

4.  It  ordained  that  there  “shall  be  neither  slaver,, 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  lerritorv  other 
wise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crime,  wheVeof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted.” 


probably  not 


394 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  21,  1847— WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


The  greatest  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  last  of 
these  features,  but  the  others  were  alnsosl  or  quite 
as  important.  At  that  time  entailed  estates  and  pri- 
mogeniture were  not  abolished  in  all  the  states.  On 
the  contrary,  they  subsisted  for  thirty  years  after 
that  in  some  of  the  original  states.  But  in  this  or- 
dinanee  it  was  thus  early  announced  that  equal  inhe- 
ritance must  prevail  in  the  states  of  the  northwest — 
one  of  the  most  important  features  in  the  economy  of 
republican  government. 

The  next  feature  was  no  less  so — that  education 
was  necessai-y  to  good  government,  and  therefore  the 
means  should  be  provided  for  popular  education. — 
This  principle  was  faithfully  carried  out  by  congress 
in  the  appropriation  in  a few  years  after  of  every 
thirty-sixth  section  of  the  public  land  for  the  support 
of  common  schools. 

The  third  principle  above  stated  is,  that  these  new 
stales  shall  forever  remain  a part  of  the  confederacy. 
The  importance  of  this  is  plainly  seen  in  subsequent 
history.  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  one  or  two 
other  states,  have  proclaimed  the  doctrine  that  they 
can  secede  peaceably  from  the  Union!  Tins  doctrine 
can,  by  the  ordinance  of  1787  have  no  possible 
place  in  the  northwestern  i-tates.  They  have  accept- 
ed a charter,  by  which  they  are  bound  to  remain 
forever  in  the  Union. 

The  next  grand  feature  is  the  one  chiefly  sp'  ken 
of — the  perpetual  obligation  to  keep  these  north- 
western  stales  free  from  slavery  or  involuntary  ser- 
vitude. 

What  was  the  effect  of  these  provisions.?  They 
were  made  not  to  establish  power  by  armies  fitted  for 
the  battlefield,  nor  to  build  up  wealth  by  the  accu- 
mulation of  entailed  estates,  nor  to  establish  and  im- 
perial governiiient  on  the  ignorance  of  the  many,  or 
the  servitude  of  an  inferior  race.  Let  the  facts  be 
compared  with  those  in  the  history  of  any  other 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

In  1847,  we  suppose  the  population  of  the  north- 
western states  to  be  very  nearly  this: 


Ohio 

2,000,000 

Indiana 

900,000 

Illinois 

750,000 

Michigan 

350,000 

Wisconsin 

175,000 

Total 

4,175,000 

One  half  of  this  increase  is  in  the  last  sixteen 
years;  and  there  is  no  apparent  cessation  of  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  movement.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
American  Union,  old  or  new,  slave  or  free,  which, 
in  the  present,  as  well  as  the  past,  has  increased  at 
any  tiling  like  this  rapidity.  It  is,  therefore,  evident 
that  the  institutions  established  by  this  ordinance  had 
much  to  do  with  the  prosperity  of  the  northw'estern 
states.  Us  authorship  and  history  become,  therefore, 
of  no  small  interest.  It  is  a very  remarkable  thing, 
that  the  true  aulliorship  and  history  of  that  ordi- 
nance have  never  been  correctly  given.  It  has  been 
attributed  to  Nathan  Dane;  but  Nathan  Dane  was 
only  one,  and  not  the  most  original  or  conspicuous 
one  of  those  engaged  in  its  authorship.  It  has  been  at- 
tributed to  Mr.  Jefferson;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  was  only 
one,  and  not  the  principal  one  of  the  actors  engaged 
in  the  work. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  France  at  the  lime  the  ordi- 
nance was  drawn  up  and  passed,  and  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  did  pass;  and  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
What  he  did  we  shall  presently  see.  Mr.  BrinUer- 
hoff’s  statement  is  correct,  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it 
only  is  one  i/cm  of  the  transaction.  We  shall  now 
recite  this  entire  chapter  of  history,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  have  no  access  to  the  journals  of  con- 
gress. 

From  the  record  it  appears  that,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1784,  the  state  of  Virginia  ceded,  by  her 
delegates,  all  her  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river 
to  the  United  Slates  in  congress  asse.mbled.  A com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Jefferson,  of  Virginia, 
Chase,  of  Maryland,  and  Howell,  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  appointed  to  "report  a plan  for  the  lemjiorary 
government  of  the  western  territory.” 

This  coinmilleo  did  repm't.  But  lohat  was  that  re- 
port? Was  it  the  ordinance,  or  any  thing  like  the 
ordi-nance?  Not  at  all.  The  report  coiilaiaed  nothing 
about  equal  inheritances — about  religion,  knowledge, 
or  education;  nor  any  provisions  for  llie  guaranty  of 
the  rights  of  conscience,  liberty,  or  persons;  all  of 
which  are  in  the  ordinance. 

d’he  report,  moreover,  lay  on  the  table  of  congress, 
and  was  inodilied  in  various  ways,  during,  the  three 
years,  Irom  1784  to  1787!  During  nearly  all  this 
tune,  and  lor  a year  alterwards,  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
ill  Europe. 

Tlie  ordinance,  however,  did  contain  an  anii- 
slavery  proviso.  Was  it  the  same  with  that  in  the 
report'}  By  no  means.  The  ordinance  prolubits 
slavery  then,  now  and  forever.  The  report  prohib- 


ited it  after  the  year  1800 — commencing  the  year  of 
freedom  seventeen  years  after  the  report — allowing, 
in  fact,  a foothold  to  slavery,  and  being  a measure 
of  abolition,  and  not  of  prohibition,  which  the  ordi- 
nance is. 

Here  is  one  citnent  error  exploded  at  onoe.  The 
report  made  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1784,  and  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  are  not  the  same  tiling  in  any  particular’, 
save  only  that  the  states  to  be  created  should  remain 
in  the  confederacy.  They  are  totally  different 
things.  But  what  became  of  the  report  and  anti- 
slavery  proviso? 

On  the  19ih  of  April,  1784,  Mr.  Spaight,  of  North 
Carolina,  moved  to  strike  out  this  proviso  against 
slavery.  By  the  rules  of  the  confederation  questions 
were  put  on  the  sustaining  of  any  proposition,  and 
an  absolute  majority  of  all  the  stales  was  required. — 
Massachusetts,  N.  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  voted  to  sus- 
tain the  proposition.  New  Jersey  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  counted.  The  anti-slavery  proviso 
was  there  lost  After  some  unimportant  amend- 
ments, proposed  by  Mr.  Gerry,  this  brief  report, 
without  the  anti-slavery,  the  education,  or  the  in- 
heritance clause,  was  agreed  to. 

Oil  the  10th  of  March,  1785,  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
appointed  by  congress,  minister  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, whither  he  went,  and  did  not  return  till  1789, 
long  after  the  ordinance  was  digested  and  passed. — 
Here  Mr.  Jefferson’s  agency  in  the  business  entirely 
ceased.  The  report  brief  and  unimportant,  lay  on 
the  table  of  congress. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1785,  tlie  day  after  Mr. 
Jefi'erson’s  appointment,  Mr.  Grayson,  of  Virginia, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  congress. 

On  the  I6th  of  March,  1785,  a week  after  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  left  congress,  Rufus  King,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, moved  that  the  following  proposition  be 
committed  (that  is  in  the  nature  of  an  instruction)  to 
the  committee  on  western  territory,  which  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Ellery,  of  Rhode  Island: 

“d’hat  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  any  of  the  states  described  in  the  resolve 
of  congress,  of  the  23d  of  April,  1784,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  personally  guilty,  and  that  this  re- 
gulation shall  be  an  article  of  compact  and  remain  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  constitution  between  the 
thirteen  original  stales,  and  each  of  the  states  de 
described  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  j23d  of  April. 

1784. ” 

This  was  the  test  question.  It  was  not  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  it  is  the  proposition  of 
the  ordinance.  This  proposition,  thus  introduced  by 
Mr.  King,  was  carried  by  the  following  vote,  which 
we  record  for  the  public  information.  Under  the 
confederation,  the  vole  in  congress  was  by  slates, 
and  on  lliis  question  stood  thus — the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  King: 

TEAS. 

JVeto  Hampshire — Messrs.  Foster  and  Long. 

Massachusetts— yiessrs.  Holton  and  King. 

Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Cook  and  Johnson. 

JVeiu  York — Messrs.  W.  Livingston  and  Platt. 

Mew  Jersey — .\lessrs.  Beatty,  Cad wallader,  and 
Stewart. 

Pennsylvania — Messrs.  Gardner  and  Wm.  Henry. 

Maryland — Messrs.  McHenry,  nay,  J.  Henry  and 
Hinduian,  yea. 

NAYS. 

Tti'ginin— Messrs.  Hardy  and  Lee,  nay,  and  Gray- 
son, jsa. 

jforth  Carolina — Messrs.  Spaight  and  Sitgreaves. 

South  Carolina — Messrs.  Ball  anJ  Pinckney. 

Gcoigia — Mr.  Houston. 

'I'he  question  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and 
this  was  the  way  in  which  the  anti-slavery  clause 
earne  into  the  ordinance.  It  was  on  the  motion  of 
Rufus  King,  of  Masoachuselts,  when  neither  Thom- 
as Jefferson  nor  Nathan  Dane  was  in  congress;  and 
so  far  as  that  proposition  stands  in  the  ordinance, 
it  Idas  the  work  of  Rufus  King,  and  not  that  of  Jeffer- 
son or  Dane.  Mr.  Jefferson  had  proposed  a differ- 
ent ihing  und  failed.  Mr.  Dane  did  not  take  his  seat 
until  Noviiiber  23,  1785,  more  than  eight  months  af- 
ter the  question  of  slavery  or  no  slavery  in  the  north- 
western territory  had  been  solemnly  settled! 

In  the  above  vole  it  will  be  seen  that  Delaware 
was  absent,  and  Maryland  voted  fur  the  anti-slavery 
clause.  On  the  first  vote  in  April,  1784,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  Mr.  Williamson,  of  North  Carolina,  voted 
on  the  anti-slavery  side.  On  the  second,  in  March, 

1785.  Mr.  Henry  and  Air.  Hindman,  of  Maryland, 
and  Mr.  Grayson,  of  Virginia,  did  the  same.  The 
reader  will  observe  that  congress  was  an  entire  year 
in  settling  that  point. 

The  subject  lay  open  till  September,  1786,  when  a 
committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  an 
“Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  western  ter- 
ritory.” 'I  his  coniiuittoe,  in  their  order,  were:  Air. 


Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South 
Cirolina,  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  Air.  Dane,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Henry,  of  Maryland.  Who 
wrote  the  ordinance?  This  order  of  the  committee 
does  not  show  that  Mr.  Dane  wrote  it— especially  as 
Dr.  Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  the  first  on  the  list, 
was  a learned  and  able  man.  There  may  be  some 
private  information  to  shovv  that  Mr.  Dane  wrote  it, 
but  the  record  does  not  show  it. 

The  ordinance  was  debated  for  several  days,  and 
finally,  as  it  seems,  referred  back  to  another  com- 
mittee, composed  of  Mr.  Carrington,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Dane  of  Massachusetts,  R.  fl.  Lee,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Keen,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Smith  of  N. 
York. 

This  committee  did  nothing,  it  is  probable,  but  re- 
vise the  ordinance,  and  there  is  little  question  that, 
as  It  was  finally  put  forth,  it  was  the  writing  of  Air. 
Dane. 

The  ordinance  was  read  first  July  11,  1787;  read 
July  12:h,  1787;  and  passed  unanimously  July  13th, 
1787. 

This  is  a concise  history  of  one  of  the  greatest 
monuments  of  civil  jurisprulence,  and  one  the  wis- 
dom of  which  is  inscribed  on  all  the  political  and 
social  prosperity,  the  rapid  growth  and  power  of 
these  northwestern  slates. 

The  reader  will  observe  that  congress  had  this 
ordinance  under  deliberation  and  revision  tor  three 
years  and  sx  months;  and  that  every  word  in  it  was 
moat  deliberately  considered. 

This  work  like  all  other  great  works,  was  not  the 
work  of  any  one  or  two  men.  It  was  the  work  of 
many  heads. 

Mr.  Jefferson  proposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  ti-rritory  after  1800.  This  was  the  clause  rejec- 
ted in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Spaight. 

Mr.  Rufus  King  proposed  and  carried  the  anti- 
slavery clause,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  ordinance, 
when  neither  Jefferson  nor  Dane  were  present. 

The  convention  here  agreed  upon  the  terms  of 
the  ordinance.  Theie  is  reason  to  believe  it  was 
finally  written  by  Nathan  Dane. 


WAR  WITH  AlEXICO. 


After  our  last  was  at  press  intelligence  reached 
here  by  telegraph,  the  substance  of  which  we  insert- 
ed in  half  a dozen  lines  of  postscript.  The  reports 
with  which  the  public  had  been  tantalized  for  the 
preceding  week, — of  General  Scott  having  entered 
the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  17th  July,  like  the  reports 
which  we  had  the  week  preceuiiig,  of  Mexican 
commissioners  having  been  appointed  to  treat  with 
Mr.  Trisl,  prove  to  be  totally  unfounded. 

The  steamer  Fashion  reached  New  Orleans  on  the 
6th,  with  accounts  from  Gen.  Scott  to  the  30lh  July, 
a month  later  than  previous  authentic  accounts.  He 
was  still  at  Puebla,  waiting  for  Hie  arrival  of  the 
forces  and  supplies  that  Geii.  Pierce  was  taking  up. 
The  latter  had  reached  Perole  in  safety,  one  account 
says  after  a smart  conflict  with  guerrillas,  who  at- 
tempted to  defend  the  pass  at  the  National  Bridge. — 
Of  this  affair  the  Sun  of  Jinahuac,  (VeraCtuz)  gives 
the  following  account.  It  is  regarded  only  as  rumour 
however, 

“A  respectable  person  of  the  city  lias  informed  us 
that  a letter  has  been  received  yesterday  morning  by 
a citizen  of  this  place,  from  a guerrilla  chief,  staling 
that  the  guerrillercs,  about  6U0  in  number,  attacked 
Uie  tram  commanded  by  General  Pierce  near  the 
National  Bridge,  The  letter  says  the  Americans 
approached  under  the  fire  of  the  Alexicans  until  they 
arrived  within  a hundred  yards  of  them,  when  the 
American  infantry  opened  a deadly  fire  on  them, 
forcing  them  to  retreat.  While  the  Alexicans  were 
retreating  the  An  erican  cavalry  rushed  on  them, 
swoid  in  hand,  and  killed  about  one  hundred  Alexi- 
cans. The  position  of  the  Alexicans  was  one  of  the 
strongest  that  can  be  found  in  the  country.  The 
Americans  passed  the  bridge  after  ttiis  successful 
engagement.” 

General  Scott  despatched  Gen.  Smith’s  brigade  to 
meet  General  Pierce  at  Perote,  and  accompany  them 
up.  As  soon  as  joined  by  his  reinforcement  and  re- 
plenished by  the  supply  of  which  he  had  charge, 
Gen.  Scott  would  probably  advance  on  the  city  of 
Mexico.  No  doubts  is  expressed  in  any  of  the  ac- 
counts that  we  have  seen,  of  his  being  able  with  the 
force  he  will  then  have  (say  12  to  13,000  men,)  to 
enter  the  “Halls  of  the  Moniezumas”  in  triurnpii. — 
Whether  he  will  meet  with  but  a feeble,  it  any,  re- 
sistance,— or  whether  he  will  have  to  encounter  a 
a bloody  contest,  is  a point  in  warm  dispute, — but  in 
eilbeir  case  his  success  seems  to  be  admitted. 

General  Valentia,  at  the  head  of  4,000  men,  had 
reached  the  city  of  Mexico  from  San  Louis  Potoei, 
all  full  of  fight. 

Lieut.  Whippie  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
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killed,  was  taken  prisoner,  is  treated  well  and  ex- 
perts soon  to  be  exchanged. 

Letters  arc  received  at  New  Orleans  from  the 
American  oirirers,  prisoners  in  Mexico,  to  the  15lh 
July.  They  were  all  well. 

A private  letter  dated  29th  July,  says  “Mr.  Trist’s 
health  has  improved. ” 

Mr  Kandall  perseveres  in  sending  couriers  to 
V^era  Cruz,  though  he  has  had  three  captured.  One 
has  been  Willed.  He  fought  bravely  for  his  life,  and 
was  faithful  to  the  last.  The  Picayune  says— “By 
singular  good  fortune  the  letters  by  this  courier  we 
hare  recovered.  They  are  not  of  a late  date,  but  it 
is  1 ather  singular  that  they  should  have  re,>ched  their 
destination  ogaiiisl  Ihe  wisfits  of  the  ^lexicons,  when 
once  in  their  possession.” 

Editorial  correspondence  of  Ihe  Picayune. 

Puebla,  (Jllcxico,)  July  25,  1847. 

Since  despatching  my  last  courier,  three  days  ago, 

I have  not  written  you,  for  the  simple  reason  that  1 
had  nothing  to  say.  Eyen  rumors  have  not  been 
abundant  as  they  were  a week  since,  the  jade  w ho 
circulated  them  with  so  prolific  a hand  on  our  first 
arrival  having  either  tired  herself  down  or  worn  her- 
self out.  Not  ten  days  since  and  we  had  twenty  dif 
ferent  stories  in  relation  to  Santa  Anna  in  as  many 
difl'erent  hours;  his  stock,  if  I may  be  allowed  to  use 
the  term,  was  purely  of  a fancy  description,  rising 
and  falling  with  every  puff  of  wind  from  the  capital. 
Now,  we  simply  hear  occasionally  that  he  continues 
to  lead  congress  and  the  people  by  the  nose;  in  short, 
that  he  is  having  every  thing  his  on  n way.  Dicta- 
tor he  was  at  last  accounts  to  all  intents  and  purpos- 
es, and  his  measures,  w hatever  they  have  been,  he 
w as  carrying  out  with  a high  and  most  unscrupulous 
hand.  The  law  of  one  day,  if  it  stood  the  least  in 
his  way,  was  abolished  the  next,  and  he  who  raised 
a word  of  opposition  or  dissent  was  placed  where  his 
voice  could  not  be  heard,  let  him  shout  at  his  loud- 
est. Such  w as  the  state  of  afikirs  at  the  capital  four 
days  ago;  they  may  have  altered  since  then. 

In  my  last  1 meiitioneJ  the  csptiire  a Mexican 
mail  by  a party  of  dragoons.  Since  then  another 
package  has  been  taken,  and  the  contents  of  one  of 
the  letters  was  outrageous  beyond  belief.  The  wri 
ter,  a young  man  half  crazy  and  two-thirds  knave, 
spoke  of  women  being  daily  outraged  by  not  only  our 
men,  but  the  higher  grades  of  officers;  said  that  the 
most  gross  excesses  were  perpetrated  in  open  day; 
that  females  were  not  safe  even  in  their  own  houses; 
that  many  good  citizens  of  Puebla  had  already  died 
of  rage,  and  that  he  himself  could  not  possibly  live 
much  longer  and  witness  such  horrible  crimes  as 
were  hourly  committed  by  the  savage  and  perfidious 
Yankees — be  must  die  from  an  excess  of  cholei! — 
Pie  winds  up  his  letter  by  swearing  to  the  truth  of 
all  he  has  written,  and  then  asks  his  friend  in  the  ci- 
ty of  Mexico  lo  read  and  circulate  the  precious  do- 
cument. He  is  now  safely  lodged  in  prison,  and 
gives  as  an  excuse  that  he  only  wrote  the  letter  in 
joke.  As  he  has  been  told  that  he  must  remain  in 
prison  until  he  proves  one  of  the  statements  he  has 
so  solemnly  sv\crn  to,  his  incarceration  is  likely  to  be 
a long  one. 

In  one  of  my  last  letters  1 noticed  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  TiploB,  of  the  rifles — a son  of  Senator 
Tipton,  of  Indiana.  Since  then  a son  of  Senator 
Sturgeon,  ol  Pennsylvania,  a lieutenant  in  one  of  the 
regiments  from  that  stale,  has  died,  and  he,  loo,  1 
have  been  told,  was  a young  man  of  much  promise. 

1 cannot  Itarn  that  any  ol  our  officers  are  now  seri- 
ously indisposed,  and  the  health  of  the  army  general- 
ly is  improvirg.  To  be  sure  there  are  15U0  or  20U0 
men  still  on  the  sick  list,  but  a large  portion  of  them 
are  convalescing. 

Last  evening,  on  the  strength  of  a letter  said  lo 
have  been  received  fiom  the  Spanish  minister  in 
Mexico,  peace  stuck  went  up.  It  was  rumored  that 
the  contents  of  bis  comrnunicaliun  made  peace  ine- 
vitable; that  the  congiess  and  Santa  Anna  were  di.s- 
posed  lo  agree  lo  any  thing  in  order  to  ensure  it; 
now,  while  1 am  writing,  intelligence  has  con. c in, 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  there  is  no  earthly 
chance  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  difficulties. 
From  all  accounts,  it  would  appear  that  Santa  Anna 
and  congress  are  at  sword’s  points,  and  that  the  for- 
mer has  all  the  advantage  over  the  constituent  wis- 
dom ol  the  great  and  magnaniuious  Mexican  nation, 
it  may  be  recolleclad  that  some  two  months  since 
congress  passed  an  act  declaring  any  one  a traitor 
who  would  even  entertain  the  idea  of  a peace  with 
the  North  Americans.  So  larso  good.  When  San- 
ta Anna  received  Mr.  Buchanan’s  last  propositions, 
a lew  weeks  since,  he  at  once  submitted  them  lo 
congress  for  that  body  to  act  upon  the  matter  in  the 
premises;  but  what  did  congress  do  but  send  the  pa- 
pers back  with  an  answer  itial  the  initiatory  steps 
belonged  exclusively  to  the  executive.  At  this  San- 
ta Anna  became  cm  aged;  said  that  he  did  not  send 


the  papers  before  congress  to  ascertain  what  his  pre- 
rogatives were — he  knew  their  full  extent  well — but 
he  had  laid  the  matter  before  that  body  in  order  that 
the  members  might  rescind  their  former  decree 
declaring  any  one  a traitor,  &c.,  if  they  saw  fit. 

That  he  thought  they  would  do  this,  and  thus  give 
him  all  and  every  power,  is  highly  probable;  but 
congress  took  a stubborn  fit,  and  here  the  whole  af 
fair  rests  for  the  present.  I do  not  even  sec  who  is 
to  deign  offer  an  answer  to  Mr.  Buchanan’s  proposi- 
tions, which  seem  to  have  been  transferred  into  a 
species  of  foot-ball,  to  be  kicked  backwards  and  for- 
wards by  Santa  Anna  and  the  congress,  neither  par- 
ly, in  the  present  distracted  slate  of  the  country, 
daring  to  lay  hands  upon  the  unfortunate  document. 
Bold  and  unscrupulous  as  even  the  tyrant  is  in  all 
mailers  of  stale  policy,  he  dare  not  take  a responsi- 
bility so  heavy  upon  his  shoulders  as  lo  come  out 
alone  and  advocate  a peace.  The  impression  now 
is,  that  he  has  determined  to  hazard  the  defence  of 
the  capital,  and  this  impression  gains  strength  when 
it  IS  known  that  he  has  congress  to  lay  the  blame 
u|  on  in  case  he  suffers  another  defeat.  Another  bat- 
tle, in  my  humble  opinion,  will  be  of  immense  ad- 
vantage to  Ihfc  United  States;  for  if  Gen.  Scott  moves 
upon  the  capital  the  Mexicans  will  certainly  be  de- 
feated, and  if  he  remains  here,  and  there  is  no  more 
fighting,  the  enemy  will  contrive  lo  come  out  of  the 
war  conquerors.  They  will  endeavor  to  make  it 
api  ear  that  the  Yankees,  fearful  of  risking  a battle 
ol  their  principal  city,  sued  for  peace,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  the  w orld  they  will  be  able  to  make  a tolera- 
bly clear  case. 

Santa  Anna  has  recently  levied  a contribution — a 
forced  loan  it  may  be  called — upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  capital,  in  which  he  calls  for  ^280  875  to  car- 
ry on  the  w ar.  The  churches  and  convents,  as  well 
aspriiate  individuals,  are  assessed,  and  it  is  hinted 
that  the  tyrant  has  left  the  names  of  some  of  his  new 
friends  off  of  the  tax  list.  The  foreigners,  who  have 
been  called  upon  without  stint,  have  made  regular 
protests,  it  is  said,  against  the  unjust  exaction,  but 
Santa  Anna  does  not  stand  upon  trifles  in  his  money 
transactions. 

From  every  indication  it  would  appear  ttial  Gen. 
Scott  intends  an  immediate  movement  upon  the  city 
of  Mexico — at  least  within  a week  or  ten  days. — 
Hard  bread  is  being  baked  for  the  mar  ch,  the  quar- 
termasters have  been  ordered  lo  hold  themselves  in 
readiness,  and  in  every  department  all  is  bustle  and 
activity.  It  being  found  impossible  to  receive  cloth 
ing  from  the  United  States,  hundreds  of  Mexicans 
are  hard  aiwoik  putting  our  men  in  uniform.  Some 
even  think  that  the  army  will  move  before  General 
Pierce  comes  up;  but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  Gen. 
Scott  wilt  march  before  that  officer  gels  within  one 
or  two  days’  march.  At  least  fifteen  hundred  of  the 
sick  will  be  left  behind,  but  a majority  of  them  would 
be  in  a situation  lo  lake  up  arms  in  case  the  garruson 
was  attacked. 

Speaking  of  sickness,  the  South  Carolina  regiment 
has  suffered  more  than  any  other  in  the  service. — 
This  was  not  expected.  It  was  thought  that  the 
Northern  regiments  would  suffer  most  here,  away 
in  the  tropics,  but  the  New  Yorkers  and  South  Ca- 
rolinians have  been,  as  it  were,  side  by  side,  and  the 
Ibrmer  have  bad  but  few  cases  on  the  sick  list  com- 
paratively. 'I’be  South  Carolinians,  out  of  901) 
strong  when  first  mustered,  now  turn  out  but  about 
4000.  Of  the  other  500,  some  140  have  died,  200 
have  been  lell  sick  in  the  re  ir,  and  the  rest  are  now 
in  liospilal  here.  '1  lie  heallti  of  the  regiment  is 
improving,  however,  and  many  are  convalescing. 

o.  w.  K. 

Puebla,  J\]exico,  July  28,  1847. 
Rumors  from  the  city  of  Mexico  are  at  a discount, 
but  repoi  ts  from  the  direction  of  Vera  Cruz  are 
more  eagerly  sought  after.  Many  think  that  the  ar- 
rival of 'General  Pierce  will  be  Uie  signal  lor  an  im- 
mediate movement  of  the  whole  army,  and  hence 
the  anxiety  lo  learn  his  real  whereabouts.  A day 
or  two  since  intelligence  was  received  that  he  had 
taken  the  Orizaba  road,  and  that  lie  bad  been  heard 
of  even  this  side  of  that  city;  yesterday  news  cainc 
III  that  lie  had  reached  Jalapa  witn  his  command, 
and  this  story  is  more  generally  credited.  On  the 
slrenglh  of  reports  ihal  a large  guerilla  lurce  w as  in 
trout  of  Gen.  P.,  and  that  some  two  lliousand  men 
with  four  pieces  of  arlillcry  were  on  the  way  down 
from  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital  to  aid  in  cap- 
turing the  train,  General  P.  F.  timllli’s  biigade  was 
ordered  to  move  in  the  diieclion  ol  Perote.  ills  re- 
gular command  consists  ol  the  1st  artillery , 3d  m- 
lanlry,  and  nlles,  but  in  addition  lo  this  loice  a squa 
drou  of  dragoons  and  Duncan’s  batlery  accompanies 
him.  Wo  lo  any  Mexican  lurce  that  may  tall  in  the 
way  of  tins  command! 

For  Ibc  last  week  we  have  bad  but  lillle  rain,  and 
It  is  cerlaiuly  much  to  be  legrelttd  that  Geu.  IdcoU 


has  been  unable  lo  improve  It.  The  weather  has 
been  of  that  nature— cool  and  bracing--Uial  the 
men  could  have  performed  their  marches  without 
fatigue;  it  has  been  one  of  those  dry  spells  that  usu- 
ally come  in  the  midst  of  the  rainy  season,  and  had 
General  Pierce  been  here  the  entire  army  might 
have  marched  lo  the  capital  dry  shod.  Old  wea- 
Iber-wises,  those  who  have  lived  here  long,  say  that 
this  pleasant  weather  will  be  followed  by  drenctiing 
rains.  ! trust  their  predictions  may  prove  untrue, 
but  am  fearful  that  we  have  not  yet  seen  the  wofst 
of  the  wet  season. 

I said  above  that  rumors  from  the  city  of  Mexico 
were  at  a discount;  we  have  no  other  reports  than 
that  a portion  of  the  city  has  been  overflowed,  that 
much  sickness  prevails,  and  that  the  Mexicans  intend 
giving  Gen.  Scott  the  hard  battle  at  the  Penon. — 
I'here  are  those  in  the  army  who  think  that  before  a 
gun  is  fired  Santa  Anna  will  send  out  a white  flag, 
and  come  lo  terms  We  shall  see. 

General  Worth,  with  Mr.  Trist  and  a large  parly 
of  officers  and  gentlemen,  started  out  this  morning 
on  a visit  to  the  noted  pyramid  of  Cliolula,  and  re- 
turned about  dinner  time  highly  delighted  with  the 
trip.  A party  of  Mexican  guerrillas  went  out  at  the 
opposite  side  of  the  town  as  Gen.  W.  entered,  scam- 
pering off' as  fast  as  their  horses  would  carry  them. 
They  started  in  the  direction  of  Allisco,  and  in  their 
fright  probably  reported  that  the  w hole  American 
army  was  in  motion. 

The  robbers  and  guerrillas  made  a fine  haul  last 
night,  taking  over  one  hundred  mules  from  a single 
pen  al.most  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  This  will 
doubtless  embolden  them  to  more  daring  attempts. 
Yours,  &c.  G.  W.  K. 

Puebla,  (Mexico,)  July  30,  1847. 

We  have  a story,  tolerably  well  authenticated, 
that  more  than  a million  of  dollars  recently  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz  for  the  army.  A day  after  the  lair 
again;  for  how  is  this  money  to  find  its  way  up  in 
season  to  relieve  the  great  necessities  of  those  who 
have  so  long  been  suffering?  The  straits  to  which 
our  commissaries  and  quariermasters  have  been  dri- 
ven, as  well  as  the  army  agent,  Mr.  Hargous,  to 
raise  the  means  for  the  absolute  support  of  the  men, 
has  beat  the  kite-flying  and  skinning  days  of  ’37  all 
lo  pieces.  A dollar  is  a dollar,  and  more  than  a dol- 
lar, here  in  Puebla. 

In  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  I can 
give  you  no  other  than  the  impression  that  General 
Scott  will  march  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Gen. 
Pierce.  The  men  composing  the  divisions  of  Gene- 
ral Worth  and  Twiggs  are  probably  better  soldiers 
Ilian  any  at  present  in  the  world.  In  the  first  place, 
the  material  is  equal  if  not  superior  lo  any;  they  are 
equally  wel  1 drilled;  have  the  best  officers  to  lead  them; 
and  what  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  a great  por- 
tion of  them  have  been  in  the  front  rank  of  battle 
in  numerous  fights.  Nor  is  the  division  of  General 
Quitman,  who  will  doubtless  take  an  active  part 
in  any  operations  yet  lo  take  place,  much  be- 
hind the  oilieis.  4'he  regiments  composing  it,  lha 
New  York,  South  Carolina,  and  1st  and  2i  Pennsyl- 
vania, have  been  long  enough  in  the  field  to  become 
well  drilled,  while  Sieptoe’a  admirable  battery  is 
attached  to  it.  The  army  that  will  set  down  before 
Mexico  will  be  the  strongest  and  best  appointed  w# 
have  yet  had  in  the  field,  and,  let  the  Mexicans  fight 
as  they  will,  the  result  of  any  contest  that  may  lake 
place  cannot  be  doubled. 

1 have  seen  a gentleman  who  left  the  capital  two 
days  since.  He  says  that  the  Mexicans  were  quiet- 
ly awaiting  the  approach  of  General  Scott,  having 
all  their  works  and  forlificatioris  completed.  'I’lie 
story  that  the  city  was  partially  overflewed  is  con- 
firmed, but  the  reports  of  the  extent  of  the  iiiunda- 
tioii,  and  of  the  sickness  it  had  occasioned,  have 
been  exaggerated.  There  was  a strong  - el  ef  among 
many  of  the  foreigners  that  ibeie  was  a perfect 
uiidcrstaiidiiig  between  Gen.  Scott  and  Santa  Anna, 
and  that  a peace  would  grow  out  of  it.  The  congress 
was  still  at  loggerheads  with  the  president,  all  busi- 
ness was  completely  at  a stand,  and  the  only  lavv 
known  was  that  of  llie  military. 

Copies  of  Ihe  JJiario  del  Gobierno  up  to  the  27th 
instant  have  been  received  here,  it  is  the  only  pa- 
per now  published  at  the  capital,  and  coniains  iiltia 
save  goveriimciil  orders  and  decrees,  or  articles  pub- 
lished under  the  express  sanction  ol  Santa  Anna. — 
111  one  of  the  latter  the  editor  asks  the  people  not  lo 
forget  iheir  great  and  glorious  victory  over  “los 
Yankees”  on  llic  triumphant  field  of  Buena  Vista, 
uor  llie  three  pieces  ol  cannon  and  tlie  standard  then 
and  there  taken  Irom  General  Tayloi!  He  himself 
has  probably  enUiely  loigoUen  ihe  seven  or  eight 
bundled  cannon  caiuured  from  his  countrymen 
williin  the  last  eignicun  months,  as  well  as  the 
flags  innumerable  that  have  been  sent  on  to  VVash- 
ingtou. 
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I must  close  this  letter  with  a few  speculations  of 
my  own.  There  is  now  every  indication  that  the 
army  will  move  upon  the  capital  in  the  course  of  the 
coming  six  days,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  hardest  fight  will  yet  be  at  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico— this  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority.  Santa 
Anna,  however  much  he  may  be  averse  to  it,  can 
hardly  avoid  a battle,  although  he  will  creep  out  of 
it  if  possible. 

Gen.  Shields  is  here  and  in  good  health.  The 
health  of  the  army  continues  to  improve,  and  a large 
portion  of  the  soldiers  may  now  be  said  to  be  accli- 
mated. G.  W.  K. 

The  Picayune,  remarks  that  letters  from  Vera 
Cruz  are  more  favorable  to  peace  than  those  above 
given  from  Mr.  Kendall  That  the  reader  may  have 
a fair  view  of  all  the  speculations  on  the  subject,  we 
extract  the  following  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
Commercial  Times: 

Vera  Cruz,  August  1,  1847. 

The  English  courier  arrived  in  town  yesterday, 
having  lelt  the  city  of  IMexico  on  the  29th,  and  pas- 
sed through  Puebla  on  the  30th  ultimo.  1 have  seen 
letters  which  he  brought  Irnm  the  former  city  as  late 
as  the  38th,  and  am  I'.appy  to  say  that  their  tenor  is 
encouraging,  although  they  record  no  striking  events, 
and  even  state  facts  which  militate  somewhat  with 
opinions  that  1 had  previously  formed.  All  that  1 
have  seen  agieein  pronouncing  Santa  Anna  in  favor 
of  peace,  and  in  throwing  the  responsibility  ol  con- 
tinuing, or  of  endeavoring  to  continue,  the  war 
upon  congress.  - Not  for  the  reason  that  the  latter 
is  opposed  to  peace,  but  that  it  is  obvious  that  Santa 
Anna  designs  fastening  himself  upon  the  country  as' 
dictator,  and  of  making  the  peace  which  he  is  desir- 
ous to  conclude  the  last  step  to  that  position.  It  is 
generally  believed  he  will  succeed  in  spite  of  all  op- 
position. 

Santa  Anna  has  brought  his  strong  arm  down  upon 
the  press,  and  has  prohibited  the  further  issue  of 
any  paper  in  the  city  except  the  Diario  Official.  The 
impression  of  this  paper  of  the  29th  came  out  in 
favor  of  peace,  and  that,  1 fancy,  may  no.v  be  re 
gaided  as  a government  measure;  certainly  the 
Washington  Union  would  as  soon  publish  an  article 
against  the  present  administration  as  El  Diario  Offi- 
cial would  admit  a sentiment  in  iis  columns  at  vari- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  General  Santa  Anna.  In- 
deed, of  all  the  grounds  upon  which  a hope  of  peace 
is  based  this  seems  to  me  to  be  the  strongest.  Wiih 
a newspaper  and  an  army  on  his  side  Santa  Anna 
must  be  more  than  a match  for  the  nation,  even  if 
the  congress  and  its  constituents  should  rise  up 
against  him.  Tornel,  Rcjoti,  Gorostiza,  Canalizo, 
and  Farias  will  also  go  with  him,  with  ihe  same 
motive  which  will  draw  many  others  to  his  side, 
that  of  “being  in”  at  an  early  distribution  of  the 
spoils. 

I have  been  favored  with  some  details  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  government  and  congress,  received 
by  a merchant  of  this  city  from  his  partner  in  the 
capital,  which  place  matters  in  even  a more  interest- 
ing light  than  ever. 

The  congress,  after  many  del.iys,  had  succeeded 
in  gathering  a quorum,  and  the  subject  of  the  min- 
isttr  Ibarra’s  letter  and  the  enclosed  documents, 
embracing  Secretary  Buchanan’s  cominuniculion  re 
lativc  to  Mr.  'I'risl’s  mission,  was  taken  up  and  passed 
icp on  before  odjournmeut,  the  whole  matter  being  re- 
ferred back  to  the  govern  i.ent,  with  the  resolution 
that  the  government  was  already  empowered  to  en- 
ter into  negotiation  with  the  United  States  commis- 
sioners; the  result  of  which  negoti.it.on,  ho'.vever, 
must  he  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  sovereign 
congress,  and  for  that  purpose  laid  before  it  as  soon 
as  the*proceedings  should  be  closed.  This  rather 
ambiguous  reply  was  not  satisfactory  to  Santa  Anna, 
and  he  called  upon  congress  for  more  explicit  in- 
structioris,  or  aulhorily,  but  before  his  letter  reach- 
ed the  hall  an  adjournment  had  taken  (ilace,  and 
no  efforts  of  the  government  were  successful  in 
again  getting  a quorum  of  the  members  in  their 
seats.  Matteis  were  thus  again  brought  to  a stand, 
but  Santa  Anna,  w ho  seems  to  be  in  earnest,  refer- 
red the  question  to  a grand  council,  composed  oi  the 
chid  olticcrs  of  the  government  and  the  army.  Ttie 
decisioii  ol  these  lunclionaries  wms  childish  and  ri- 
d.Tulous.  'I'hey  pronounced  it  inexpedient  to  enter  into 
negotiations  for  peace  until  another  opportunity  should 
be  afforded  to  Jtjcxico  to  retrieve  her  fortunes  in  the 
field  I 

Santa  Anna,  however,  while  apparently  acquiesc- 
ing in  this  decision,  changes  the  current  ol  the  “opin- 
ions of  the  press”  from  the  war  channel  into  that 
ol  peace.  It  is  evident  that  his  position  is  now  a 
most  critical  one,  but  if  he  passes  salely  the  crisis 
now  produced,  1 think  his  chances  for  the  dictator- 
ship fifty  to  one.  He  IS  superior  to  all  his  generals 
ill  cunning,  and  equal  to  the  woist  in  venality;  qua- 


lities which  will  probably  direct  his  measures,  in  this 
instat  ce,  as  they  have  done  in  former  ones,  to  a stic- 
ces-ful  issue. 

General  Scott’s  proclamation  has  unquestionably 
had  a good  effect  on  the  public  mind  of  Mexico,  as 
ft  deals  in  facts  of  which  the  evidence  is  at  hand  in 
the  three  most  important  states  of  the  confederacy, 
viz:  Vera  Cruz,  Puebla,  and  Oajaca.  Of  this  effect, 
and  of  ils  probable  further  results,  Santa  Anna  can- 
not be  ignorant,  and  there  are  symptoms  which  he, 
doubtless,  understands  as  threatening  a complete 
dismemberment  of  the  federation  unless  the  war 
should  be  speedily  brought  to  a close.  The  spirit 
of  disorganization  which  has  shown  itself  in  the 
northern  states  is  spreading  rapidly  amongst  the 
middle  and  southern  portions  of  the  country,  and  if 
the  war  be  niuch  longer  protracted  breaches  will 
lake  place  which  will  never  again  be  closed. 

But  I am  confident  that  peace  is  at  hand.  I have 
never  before  seen  the  hoiizon  so  bright,  and  all  the 
promises  so  fair. 

The  Picayune  of  the  6ih  instant  publishes  one  of 
the  latest  letters  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  which 
it  avouches  to  be  from  a n,ost  respectable  source, 
and  may  be  presumed  to  afford  a just  idea  of  af- 
fairs in  the  capital.  It  is  later  than  any  papers  from 
the  city  which  Mr.  Kendall  had  seen  when  he  last 
w rote: 

Mexico;  July  29,  1847. 

We  are  still  waiting,  and  very  impatiently,  to  see 
the  end  of  the  present  state  of  affairs.  Latterly  it 
has  been  very  generally  believed  that  negotiations 
for  peace  would  be  entered  into,  but  it  appears  that 
expectations  to  this  effect  are  likely  to  be  disap- 
pointed, peace  now  appearing  to  be  more  remote 
than  ever. 

A janla  of  the  principal  generals  of  the  army  took 
place  yesterday.  Some  were  of  opinion  that  the 
wisest  course  was  to  march  out  with  all  their  dispo- 
sable forces  and  attack  the  Americans  at  Puebla;  but 
this  opinion  did  not  prevail.  They  determined  that 
they  would  await  tranquilly  the  enemy  within  the 
w alls  of  the  city,  continuing  to  fortily  themselves 
as  strongly  as  possible.  We  know  not,  therefore, 
what  will  happen,  or  whether  the  Americans  will 
commence  their  march  fortliw  ith.  1 doubt  whether 
they  will  do  it  befoie  the  arrival  of  further  rein- 
forcements. 

In  the  meantime  afl'airs  are  going  on  here  from 
bad  to  worse,  and  heavy  contributions  are  levied, 
the  collection  of  which  is  efiected  with  extreme 
difficulty,  so  that  the  government  has  great  trouble 
to  provide  the  means  lor  the  subsistence  of  a large 
army.  Santa  Anna  is  at  this  moment  sole  dictator. 
Congress  can  do  nothing  because  there  is  never  a 
sufficknt  number  of  members  present  to  lorm  a quo- 
rum for  business.  '1  hey  say  that  the  government  is 
seeking  a closer  union  with  European  powers,  and 
with  this  view  has  given  orders  lor  the  liquidation 
of  the  claims  of  their  subjects. 

Tabasco  Evacuated. — The  following,  in  relation 
to  the  evacuation  of  Tabasco,  is  from  the  Sun  of 
Anahuac  of  the  27tli  ultimo: 

“'1  he  U.  S.  steamship  Mississippi,  Com.  Perry  , ar- 
rived yesltiday  at  Lizaido,  bringing  with  liim  the 
stcan  ets  Scor|.ion,  Spi  tire,  and  Vixen. 

“'J  he  lorces  have  lieeii  w ithdraw  n from  the  city 
of  Tabasco,  in  consequence  ol  the  severe  sickness 
which  prevailed  among  them,  till  the  sickly  season 
sliall  have  passed. 

“Every  thing  was  taken  on  board,  and  the  evacu- 
ticn  was  effected  without  molestation  from  the  ene- 
my, who  was  in  considerable  loice  outside.  'I'he  de 
Itnccs  were  all  destroyed  when  the  place  was  first 
occupied  six  weeks  since. 

“Commander  Van  Brunt,  with  the  bomb-brig 
Emma,  Ihe  strainer  Bcourge,  and  the  gunboat  Bonita, 
were  lelt  at  Fioiiteia,  a lew  miles  liom  the  mouth 
ol  the  river,  (it  being  a healthy  location.)  to  take 
charge  ol  iho  custom  liuuse  ihei  e,  and  guard  the  pas- 
sages leading  to  the  capital.” 

Ji  is  due  to  the  truili  to  say  that  the  Sun  of  Ana- 
huar,  on  its  Spanish  side,  represents  tlie  evacuation 
of  'I'abasco  in  a less  lavoiaole  lij,ht  for  our  arms 
than  the  above  account.  It  attributes  our  withdraw'- 
al  to  the  overwhelming  lorees  ol  the  enemy.  Our 
commandant  feared  he  would  be  unable  to  resist  an 
attack,  and  detei  mined  to  evacuate  the  place  rather 
than  risk  the  issue. 

North  Carolina  Volunteers. — Mr.  Jos.  D.  Ger- 
man, one  ol  the  North  Carolina  volunteers  for  the 
Mexican  u or,  returned  to  Raleigh  on  Saturday  week, 
having  been  discharged  Irom  service  on  account  of 
bad  heultn.  He  lelt  General  Taylor’s  camp  on  the 
1st  of  July,  at  which  lime  and  place  he  heard  Irom 
the  North  Carolina  regiment,  'i’hey  were  then  at 
Saltillo,  wlieie  they  would  remain  until  General 


Taylor  was  ready  to  make  his  advance  upon  San 
Luis  Petosi.  There  had  been  about  125  deaths  in 
the  regiment,  and  there  were  about  200  on  the  sick 
list,  many  of  ibem  dangerously  so,  six  having  died 
of  the  measles  at  Monterey  the  night  previous. 

[Register. 

Battle  at  Huejutla — Official.  Mexican  ac- 
count of  the  battle  of  Huejutla.  The  following  is  the 
Mexican  account  of  this  engagement.  We  translate 
It  from  the  I'ampico  roricspondent  of  llie  Spanish 
paper  published  in  this  city.  This  correspondent  says, 
“A  friend  l«as  furnished  me  with  a letter  from  one 
ol  the  i\;exican  commanders  w ho  was  in  llie  engage- 
ment, from  which  1 make  the  following  extract.” — 
From  this  it  wonld  seem  that  this  Tampico  corres- 
pondent is  in  communication  with  the  enemy,  or  at 
least  his  liiends.  But  to  the  extract: 

“The  hasle  in  which  we  assembled  our  fortes  to 
resi.-t  the  expedition  of  the  Yankees,  of  which  we 
had  news  twenty  four  hours  in  advance,  prevented  us 
irom  a better  con.pletion  of  our  plans;  but,  never- 
theless, ambuscaded  on  the  hills  and  in  the  thickets 
of  tlie  Rio  del  Calabozo,  we  awaited  the  enemy  in 
that  position.  The  van  of  ihe  Americans  placed  it'self 
so  near  to  us  that  en  cur  first  fire  the  greater  part 
of  them  fell,  dead  and  wounded.  The  captain  who 
cemmandtd  il.e  expedition  was  amoi  gsi  Itie  first 
killed.  The  file  continued  about  an  hour  alter  the 
arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  force,  w hose  artillery  in  no 
H ise  discomfitled  us,  since  we  lay  in  wait  without 
being  seen,  the  enemy  receiving  much  damage  from 
our  firing,  which  being  only  at  a short  distance,  told 
- ell.  '1  bis  caused  them  to  retreat,  on  which  W'e 
determined  to  cut  them  ofi  on  the  road,  and  we 
placed  accordingly  another  ambuscade  in  a position 
so  advantageous  that  not  a single  one  could  have 
escaped.  But  the  American  commander  of  the  Yan- 
kees warned  of  this,  provided  himself  with  a good 
guide,  wl.o  in  llie  middle  of  the  night  conducted 
him  through  a path  vvhicli  led  into  the  road  from 
Paiiuco.  'ihe  enemy  lost  seventy  men  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoneis,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
mules  and  horses  remain  in  our  hands,  with  provi- 
sions, n-unitions  of  war,”  etc.  [Jf.  0.  Mercury. 

COL.  DE  Russv’s  REPORT. 

Tampico,  (Mexico),  July  18,  1847. 

Sib— In  obedience  to  your  special  order.  No.  41, 
dated  7th  July,  directing  me  to  call  upon  Gr neral 
Garay,  of  the  Mexican  army,  stationed  at  Huejutla, 
and  claim  Ifum  him  ceitain  prisoners  of  war,  who, 
in  your  judgment,  and  lor  reasons  which  you  autho- 
rised me  to  suggest,  should  be  entitled  to  liberation, 
and  in  case  of  bis  compliance,  to  bring  back  said 
prisoners  to  Tampico,  1 proceeded  with  an  escort  of 
one  liundred  and  twenty  six  men  in  its  execution. 
My  force  was  composed  of  Wyse’s  company  third 
artillery,  34  men,  vvilb  oi;e  field  piece;  Byod’s  com- 
pany, cav  airy , 35  men;  a delachment  of  my  own 
regiment  ol  44  men,  commanded  by  Capts.  Mace  and 
Seguine,  and  eleven  men  of  the  volunteer  compa- 
ny of  Tampico  rangers.  "I’lie  officers  assigned  to 
tioops  were  Capts.  VV^se,  third  artillery;  Boyd, 
cavalry;  Mace  and  Scguine,  Louisiana  volunteers; 
with  Lieutc Hants  Tanntyhill, cavalry,  Linderberger, 
Campbell,  and  Ileimbergcr,  Louisiana  volunteers. 
The  first  of  these  acting  adjutant  for  Ihe  command, 
the  two  latter  as  company  oificers  to  Captains  Mace 
and  Seguine;  and  Lieutenant  Wells,  commanding 
Itie  rangers.  There  was  also  with  the  party  Ser- 
ge-ant Singleton  of  “La.”  company , acting  Sergeant 
Major,  and  Mr.  Pemberton,  an  amateur  volunteer. 

1 lelt  Ibis  place  with  my  command  on  the  morning 
of  the  8lh  instant,  and  reached  the  town  of  Aselhua- 
ma  on  the  9th,  which  1 learned  was  within  the  dis- 
trict commanded  by  Gen.  Garay.  Here  1 inquired 
for  any  military  ofiicer  to  whom  1 luiglil  communi- 
cate the  purpose  ol  my  mission.  1 was  informed  by 
the  alcalde,  or  duel  magistrate  that  none  were 
there.  I applied  to  this  lurictionary  fur  corn  and 
other  neccbsaries,  which  were  supplied  cheerfully, 
and  informed  him  that  my  lour,  although  accompa- 
nied by  a mililaiy  escort,  was  not  hi  hostility,  but 
to  claim  of  the  commaudaiil  general  some  Americaa 
prisoners  in  his  custody,  by  the  orders  ol  Col.  Gates, 
commanding  in  'i'ampico,  and  which  1 trusted  would 
be  turned  over  tome,  lor  reasons  which  1 should 
explain.  Thence  1 continued  my  journey  to  the 
next  town  upon  the  route  to  Geneial  Garay’s  head- 
quarters, called  Tantayuca,  which  we  reached  on 
tne  llih.  Here,  also  1 was  furnished  by  the  alcalde 
with  corn,  beef,  &c.  again  communicated  the  cha- 
racter aiKl  purpose  ol  my  mission;  and  again  in- 
quiied,  to  no  purpose,  for  any  military  olticer  with 
whom  1 might  communicate,  and  who  might  ac- 
company me  to  the  generni’s  lieadquarters  at  Hue- 
juila,  now  distant  auout  twenty  five  rriiles.  While 
litre,  1 perceived  indications  of  uneasiness,  produc- 
ing some  apprehension,  that  notwithstanding  my  as- 
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sutance  of  Ihe  pacific  nature  of  my  visit,  formal 
preparations  of  defence  were  being  arranged  before 

I I ,eM  : : • ■ 

the  - pp'Oacli  to  -.vl.icli  1 rc-ied  i.pon  Ibe  white  Hag, 
for  sooner,  should  1 meet  any  one  to  whom  1 tnigld 
show  it),  to  malte  all  right  and  safe.  On  next  niorn- 
ing,  early,  we  moved  toward?  Hucjutla,  Capt.  Boyd 
and  his  company  being  now  the  advance  guard,  with 
orders  not  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  yards  before 
us.  Having  reached  a point  eight  miles  from  our 
last  camp  at  Tantayuca,  and  about  one  mile  from 
the  river  Cainboso,  we  met  with  a Mexican  Indian, 
worn  we  interrogated  in  refircnrc  to  the  road,  &c. 
From  ttiis  man  we  had  learned  that  the  Mexicans 
had  made  an  ambuscade  at  the  river;  that  General 
Garay  was  there  tiimself  wiih  a large  force,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  altack  us  '.here.  1 immedia 
tely  despatched  the  adjutant  and  the  sergeant  major 
to  order  Capt.  Boyd  to  fall  bac.k  to  the  main  body;  it 
was  too  late;  they  had  no  sooner  started  to  commu- 
nicate the  order,  than  a heavy  discharge  of  musketry 
was  heard,  and  many  single  shouts  after.  VVe  hasten- 
ed to  the  river — Captain  Boyd  with  six  of  bis  men 
had  fallen,  Uie  remainder  of  his  company  had  dis- 
persed or  fled  back  to  us.  As  1 reached  the  ground, 

1 perceived  ttie  enemy  had  cleared  away  Ihe  ground 
of  all  bushes  lor  the  space  of  150  yards,  on  eittier 
side  of  the  road,  leaving  beyond  that  a dense  hedge 
of  chaparral,  in  rear  of  which  had  been  constructed 
a fence  to  prevent  charges  of  cavalry;  in  front  upon 
the  opposilc  bank,  was  llieir  main  body,  also  protect- 
ed by  thick  chaparral.  A charge  was  instantly  made 
upon  Uie  right  by  Capt.  Mace  and  his  men,  anottier 
upon  the  left  by  Capt.  Segiiine  and  his  men,  and  the 
field  piece,  protected  by  Captain  Wyse’s  company, 
was  ordered  forward  to  scour  the  ground  upon  the 
opposite  bank.  These  moves  were  nearly  simuila- 
neous,  and  were  gallan'Jy  performed.  At  tlie  first 
discharge  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  left;  two 
charges  on  the  right  also  dislodged  him  from  their 
right,  and  compelled  him  to  unite  in  one  mass  upon 
the  opposite  bank. 

In  this  position  Uie  battle  continued  for  a full 
hour,  Capt. ’Tyse  gallantly  serving  his  piece,  and 
being,  during  the  whole  of  the  engagement,  exposed 
to  the  most  destructive  fire  from  Uie  enemy  directly 
in  his  front,  so  well  concealed  and  protected  by  the 
thick  undergrowth  as  Out  seldom  to  be  sufficiently 

seen  to  be  fired  upon  with  any  perfect  precision. 

•There  were  wounded  during  the  service  of  this 
piece,  SIX  men  of  its  sejuad.  Finally,  Uie  enemy 
aounded  their  trumpet — whether  for  retreat  or  a 
charge,  Ido  not  know;  there  was,  at  all  events,  a 
cessation  of  their  fire.  At  that  moment  Capt.  VVyse 
delivered  a discharge  of  canister,  so  fortunately 
aimed  a?  for  the  time  entirely  to  parylizc  their 
fuither  action.  1 took  this  opportunity  to  examine 
our  condition.  VVe  had  exhausted  all  our  field  piece 
cartridges  but  three.  The  road  to  Iluejutia  lay  along 
3 surge  between  steep  acclivities,  'i’he  prisoners, 
we  knew,  had  been  removed  from  that  town.  Our 
rear  and  our  flanks  were  now  attacked  by  multitudes 
of  men  of  the  towns  left  behind  us  on  our  advance, 
who  had  already  coii-e  so  mar  us  as  to  take  from  us’ 
all  our  mules,  packed  with  every  thing  we  had  in 
provisions,  money,  and  clothing.  There  seemed  ’but 
one  way  to  make  our  return  possible;  it  was  to  re- 
gain, it  possible,  the  position  we  had  occupied  in 
■J'antayuca.  1 immediately  ordered  a retrograde;  we 
turned  and  retraced  our  steps;  immediately'’there  fell 
upon  our  flanks  and  rear  large  bodies  of  the  enemy, 
at  such  distance,  however,  as  to  make  their  elfoits 
but  slightly  efficient.  At  every  opportunity  to  reach 
them,  our  rear,  commanded  by  Capt.  Mace,  delivered 
their  discharges  ol  musketry,  generally  most  fatal  to 
our  pursuers.  While  ascending  a hill  in  the  road, 
about  one  mile  from  ranla)uca,  a very  spirited  re- 
sistance was  made  by  the  enemy  stationed  on  the 
summit,  but  they  were  soon  driven  forward  and 
dispersed  by  as  many  ol  Capt.  Wyse’s  men  as  could 
be  spared  Irorn  the  piece,  who  were  in  the  advance, 
acting  as  light  inlaritry.  At  this  critical  moment, 
the  piece  was  made  again  to  play  a very  Important 
pa. I in  ilie  safely  ol  our  relieal;  for  it  had  scarcely 
reached  tlie  suniiniiol  this  hill  before  the  enemy 
came  rushing  on  our  rear,  driving  in  the  rear  guard, 
pack  mules,  and  every  thing  else  in  confusion  around 
Ihe  tjul  Cdplain  VV}se  proinpil)-  unlimbered, 

sighted,  and  elevated  his  gun  himself;  and  when 
within  short  musket  shot,  he  touclied  her  oil',  sending 
death  and  conlusiun  into  the  column  of  the  advanc- 
ing tncniy;  and  heiore  they  could  recover  from  this 
shock,  he  gave  them  another  wel)  aimed  discharge 
of  canister,  winch  eflectually  prevented  further 
attack  lioiii  the  rear.  In  this  manner  we  advanced 
nine  miles,  hack  to  Tantayuca — the  whole  ground 
being  one  coiilinued  fight.  Wlien  arrived  at  that 
town,  we  found  an  organised  force  there  to  oppose 
US.  Capt.  Seguine,  then  in  advance,  was  ordered  to 


prepare  his  men  for  a charge;  and  Captain  Wyse 
advanced  his  piece  to  a favorable  position,  disdiarg 

, ,--i,  I 1.  . ..f  .-I  ■ . ■ I , 

made.  'I'lie  enemy  fled  and  dispt;-.';d  -;n  all  direc- 
tions. 

We  gained  the  town,  and  immediately  crossed  it 
to  a favorite  mound  ovci  looking  and  entirely  com- 
manding it.  Thus,  masters  here,  we  had  leisure  to 
rest  and  restore  our  condition  to  better  capabilities 
of  defence.  Men  w ere  despatched  to  the  storps  in 
the  town,  to  procure  powder  and  ball;  from  whicli  a 
number  of  caitridges  were  prepared,  using  cham- 
pagne bottles  half  filled  with  balls,  with  the  remain- 
ing space  pai  ked  with  earth — a substitute  for  tin 
cylinders.  Ollier  munitions  were  also  inspected 
and  equally  distributed.  These  prepara'.ious  being 
complete,  we  had  nine  or  ten  good  canister  charges, 
an-1  an  aveiage  i f nine  musket  cartridges  per  man. 
During  this  allernoon  1 found  the  men  were  coming 
to  camp,  seme  of  them  richly  laden  with  spoils  of 
all  kinds  from  the  shops  and  private  houses;  and 
although  1 had  not  auUiorised  it,  I did  not  regret  so 
just  a retribution. for  ihe  hypocrisy  of  people,  who, 
after  afi'eclirig  kindmss  and  hospitality  as  we  left 
them  in  tlie  morning,  had  subsequently  fallen  upon 
us,  to  annihilate  us,  and  had  despoiled  us  of  about 
ni,  tty  mules,  and  all  our  private  baggage  and  provi- 
sions. 

While  here,  we  perceived  the  enemy  passing  round 
us  from  all  directions,  and  moving  to  some  point 
upon  the  road  by  which  we  had  come  from  Asel- 
huaiiia.  We  remembered  a most  favorable  place 
we  had  passed  for  any  purpo-e  of  ambuscade,  called 
Monte  Grande,  at  which  Captain  Wyse  had  been 
obliged  to  dismount  his  piece;  and  riglitly  conjectured 
It  was  determined  to  sirike  us  there.  We  delerm iried, 
therefore,  to  lake  any  other  road  for  return,  that  tliere 
was:  and  on  leaving  our  position  at  night,  the  road 
by  Paiiucovvas  selected  by  which  to  attempt  retreat. 
These  arrangements  being  adopted,  we  were  called 
upon  at  9 o’clock  at  night  by  a flag,  bearing  to  me  a 
letter  from  General  Garay.  1 informed  the  two 
officers  who  bore  it,  that  1 did  not  wish  to  appear  dis- 
respectful to  General  Garay,  but  that  1 had  neither 
lights  nor  conveniences  for  Writing  in  the  camp;  that 
therefore,  if  they  knew  the  purport  of  the  note,  and 
would  communicate  it,  I would  send  by  them  the 
reply.  They  said  it  was  a demand  for  honorable 
capitulation.  1 answered  that  there  was  no  possibi 
lily  for  any  such  result;  that  I felt  strong  in  my  posi- 
tion, and  able  to  move  when  and  where  I pleased. — 
1 then  complained,  in  strong  terms,  of  the  attack 
upon  my  command— more  like  assassination  than  any 
thing  else— slating  that  I had  repeatedly  explained 
to  the  alcades  of  the  towns  within  the  districts  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Garay,  the  friendly  character  of  my 
lour,  and  had  diligently  sought  to  see  an  officer  of 
his  command  for  an  explanation  and  escort  to  him. 
I understood  that  these  officers  expressed  regret, 
saying  that  it  was  attributed  to  information  received 
from  Tampico,  by  llieir  general,  that  I was  coming 
to  take  away  the  pri.soners  by  force,  adding  that  it 
was  probable  the  general  would  like  to  see  and 
converse  with  me.  J appointed  10  o’clock  as  the 
hour  I would  see  Gen.  G.  and  it  was  agreed  tliat 
Captain  Wyse  would  meet  Uie  general  at  that  lime 
upon  the  plaza,  and  bring  them  to  me,  or  assign  a 
place  for  our  meeting.  Captain  VVyse  repaired  at 
the  time  fixed  to  the  place  ajipointed,  and  waited  till 
near  12  o'clock,  when  he  returned  to  give  the  in- 
formation that  they  had  failed  to  meet  him.  We 
immediately  prepared  to  depart,  and  at  2 o’clock  on 
the  morningof  the  13ih  we  left  camp,  during  a rain, 
and  gained  the  Panuco  road.  It  was  not  until  9 or  10 
o’clock  that  day  that  the  enemy,  having  ascertained 
our  retreat,  were  again  down  upon  our  flanks  and 
rear;  we  managed,  however,  to  keep  him  at  bay,  and 
on  more  than  one  occasion  he  w as  made  to  pay  the 
cost  ol  his  temerity,  when  approaching  within  mus- 
ket or  cannon  range.  We  were  thus  pursued  for  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles  after  we  lelt  Tantayuca,  but 
always  at  the  cost  of  the  enemy,  many  of  whom 
were  destroyed  in  their  pursuit  of  us. 

In  the  engagement  at  the  river,  which  is  called 
the  Calahoso,  we  sustained  the  following  loss,  viz: 

Boyd’s  cojnqnny. — Captain  Boyd,  killed;  Lieulenanl 
Tanneyhill,  moi  ially  wounded;  Serg.  Baker,  killed; 
Corporal  Bruner,  killed;  Private  Tuhifl',  Brown,  Mul- 
iioan,and  Burk,  killeu;  andPrivatesLuxlon,  Wilson, 
and  O’Hara,  slightly  wounded. 

iVyse’s  cotixpuny. — Private  Allen,  mortally  wound- 
ed; and  five  privates  slightly  wounded. 

Won  commissioned  slaj}'. — Principal  musician.  Rose; 
missing. 

Louisiana  volunteers. — Lieut,  Heimberger,  severely 
wounded;  G.  Schmidt,  G.  Colson,  G.  Zeller,  John 
Brown,  and  L.  Scott,  killed;  L.  Durnan,  mortally 

wounded;  L.  Dans,  and  L.  Lambino,  missing; 

Ogg,  sligiilly  wounded. 


Having  no  surgeon  or  means  of  transportation, 
rjieiilenaiit  Tanneyhill  and  two  privates,  all  mortally 
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the  common  rights  of  liumanily;  and  also  in  lli  ; con- 
versation with  the  bearers  of  Gen.  Garay’s  flag  tlie 
disposal  made  of  these  wounded  was  mentioned,  and 
it  was  mentioned  they  should  be  cared  for. 

For  the  conduct  of  every  man  composing  my 
command,  1 have  praise  to  bestow.  I'here  were 
instances,  however,  of  extraordinary  gallantry  — 
Captain  VVyse,  during  the  engagement  ai  Calahosa 
river,  acted  w ith  that  steady  courage  and  gallantry, 
coi.sliluUng  Hie  liigliesl  grade  of  military  character, 
being  constantly  under  the  most  direct  fire  of  the 
enemy.  His  indefatigable  service  and  endurance, 
during  the  two  subsequent  days  of  skirmishing  by 
day  and  watching  by  night,  are  also  gratefully  re- 
membered by  me,  and  entitle  liim  to  tlie  highest 
commendation. 

Captains  Mace  and  Seguine,  of  the  Louisiana  re- 
giment of  volurilrers,  are  br-ave  men  and  excellent 
soldiers.  Tliey  charged  the  enemy  most  gallantly 
at  the  river  engagement,  and  in  entering  Tantayuca. 
Tlieir  exertions  and  services  were  constant  and 
untiring,  from  the  morning  of  the  12ih  until  the 
night  of  the  14tli.  Lieutenant  Tanneyliill  may  pos- 
sibly survive  tiis  wound,  li  is  hut  justice  to  say  that 
his  conduct  was  admirable,  and  deserving  the  highest 
compliments.  Lieut.  Ileiniburger  is  also  entitled  to 
our  most  complimentary  notice.  After  h iiig  severely 
wounded,  and  sufi'ering  with  consequent  fever,  he 
did  not  hesilale  to  report  for  duty  when  the  enemy 
appeared,  and  when  it  was  thought  hard  fighting  was 
our  only  resource.  Lienleiiaiils  Liiidenburger  and 
Campbell  acted  with  gallantry  and  zeal  wtieiiever 
an  opportunity  presented.  Mr.  Aldridge,  who,  as 
proprietor  of  the  uiules  engaged  as  packs,  was  with 
us,  rendered  most  essential  and  gallant  service,  being 
forward  and  active  in  every  charge  made  upon  the 
enemy.  Mr.  Laffer,  one  of  the  Tampico  rangers, 
rendered  very  iinporlaiil  service  in  corning  wilti  the 
express  to  Tampico  by  niglit  when  1 Ihoughl  myself 
so  surrounded  as  lobe  in  the  greatest  doubts  wliether 
there  was  any  possibility  of  escape  w ilhout  succor. 
Mr. Pemberton,  a gentleman  who  accompanied  us  as 
an  ameleur,  also  rendered  essential  and  gallant  ser- 
vices. The  small  detachment  of  Tanipico  raiigeis, 
armed  as  they  were  merely  as  cavalry,  could  not  be 
so  advantageously  employed  as  the  other  troops; 
they  were,  bower  er,  generally  ready  and  willing  to 
discharge  sucti  duties  as  tliey  were  called  on  for. 

Among  the  non  commissioned  officers  of  my  com- 
mand, I have  to  notice  the  acting  Sergeanj  Major 
Singleton,  of  the  liOiiijiana  regiment,  « ho,  on  seve- 
ral occasions,  distinguished  himself  as  a brave  and 
gallant  soldier;  he  had  a horse  shot  under  him. 

Another  was  the  sergeant  in  charge  of  Captain 
Wyse’s  gun,  who,  with  as  gallant  a gun  squad  as 
ever  served  a piece,  bore  the  brunt  of  the  action 
upon  the  river  bank.  The  names  ol'  these  brave 
men  have  escaped  iny  memory.  1 will  procure  and 
hand  them  to  you. 

Tliere  were  also  Sergeants  Moore,  Woody  and 
Townsend,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  ali  of  whom 
are  entitled  to  honorable  mention. 

1 have  omitted  to  stale  the  force  of  the  enemy 
engaged  against  us,  and  the  probable  number  of  llieir 
loss.  Their  slrenglh  must  tiave  been  near  fifteen 
hundred;  and  although  we  were  not  actually  engaged 
at  any  one  lime  against  their  wliole  force,  yet  we 
were  compelled  to  meet  Uie.n  all  in  turn.  1 Iravc 
learned  from  Mexican  men,  who  saw  the  battle 
ground  at  the  Calahoso  just  before  the  engagement, 
that  there  were  three  hundred  within  the  ambusca- 
des upon  this  side  the  river,  and  five  hundred  up'on 
the  opposite  bank,  commanded  by  General  Garay 
huiisell';  and  there  was  probably  as  many  more  upon 
our  flanks  and  rear  the  follow  mg  days  while  iu  re- 
treat. Their  loss  is  estimated  at  two  hundred,  as 
well  I'rom  slalemenls  of  their  own  people  as  from 
w flat  we  saw. 

In  closing  this  report,  which  I fear  may  already 
be  loo  long,  1 must  Deg  to  remark,  that  lor  our  re- 
lurii  we  aie  indebted  cliiefly  to  the  field  piece  taken 
out  by  Capt.  Wyse’s  company  and  so  well  managed 
by  that  excellent  officer  and  his  brave  men.  It  is 
an  arm  as  jet  but  iiisufficiently  appreciated,  hut  of 
w-tiicli  the  vast  importance  anU  uselulness  must  he 
developed  by  experience.  In  any  expedition  such 
as  llial  Irom  uhieli  1 liave  just  leturiied,  1 estimate 
one  field  piece,  well  supplied  and  well  managed,  as 
equivalent  to  one  fiumired  muskets,  and  perhaps 
in  defence.  1 have  the  lioiior  to  be,  sir,  j our 
obedient  servant,  L.  G.  DE  llUriSV, 

Col.  La.  regiment  votuntiers. 

To  Col.  William  Gates, 

Lommunding  deparhnent  Tampico. 
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MEXICAN  CONGRESSIONAL  PROCEEDINGS  ON  THE  PRO- 
POSED NEGOTIATION  FOR  PEACE. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 
Committee  Room  of  the  Sovereign  Constituent  Mexican 
Congress. 

Sir:  The  majority  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  deem  it  not  improper  to  present  the  report 
with  the  promptitude  which  the  chamber  has  thought 
fit  to  allow,  as  well  because  the  legal  question  in- 
volved appears  to  be  perfectly  clear,  as  because  the 
same  subject  has  for  a long  time  been  the  object  of 
their  meditations,  and  also  of  the  debates  of  the  na- 
tional representation. 

[n  the  judgment  of  the  committee  our  fundamen- 
tal  code  is  perlectly  clear  in  this  part  of  it.  The  llOth 
article  of  the  constitution  places  among  the  powers 
of  the  executive  authority  of  the  Union  that  of  di- 
recting uipiomalic  negotiations  and  concluding  trea- 
ties of  peace,  friendship,  alliance,  truce,  federation, 
armed  neutrality,  commerce,  and  every  other  kind 
whatsoever;  but  it  says  that  to  grant  or  to  reissue 
the  ratification  ol  any  one  of  these  the  approbation 
of  the  general  congress  must  first  be  obtained.  The 
executive  power  is  also  exclusive,  according  to  the 
]5th  number  of  the  same  article,  to  receive  ministers 
and  other  agents  of  foreign  powers. 

These  articles  prove,  in  a manner  incontroverta- 
ble,  that  by  our  constitutional  laws,  as  among  other 
civilized  nations,  the  direction  of  foreign  relations 
is  entrusted  exclusively  to  the  executive;  but  with- 
out conferring  on  it  the  power  to  conclude  anything 
definitively,  or  to  bind  the  nation  to  anything  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  legislative  body.  The  same 
federal  constitution  places  among  the  powers  of  con- 
gress, that  of  “approving  treaties  of  peace,  of  alli- 
ance, of  friendship,  of  lederation,  of  armed  neutra- 
lity, and  every  other  kind  whatsoever  which  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  (Mexican)  States  may  conclude 
vvith  foreign  powers.” 

From  all  this  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  con- 
gress does  not  possess  the  power  to  entertain, 
and  cannot  righfuily  entertain  the  communication 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
transmitted  with  a view  to  entering  into  nego 
tiations  for  peace,  and  offering  to  name  a min- 
ister for  this  purpose.  And  if  this  opinion  appeared 
to  us  sound  according  to  the  federal  constilution, 
when  promulgated  as  a provisional  code,  and  even 
since  congress  has  acquired  an  augmentation  of  pow- 
ers granted  to  it  by  the  “Plan  of  the  citadel”  and 
the  “Convocatoria;” — now  that  the  nation  is  defi- 
nitely constituted;  or  possesses  a definite  constitu- 
tion— [estn  dejinitivamento  constituidu]  now  that  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  act  of  amendments  declares 
expressly  that  “the  powers  of  the  Union  are  ail  de- 
rived from  the  constitution,  and  are  limited  to  the 
simple  exercise  of  the  faculties  expressly  designat- 
ed in  it;”  now  that  all  public  powers  must  be  mea- 
sured by  it  in  the  most  rigorous  manner,  we  can  find 
no  possible  objeetion  to  our  opinion,  for  any  oilier 
opinion  whatever  would  involve  a violat.on  of  the 
pact  to  vvhich  we  have  sworn. 

Nevertheless  we  are  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  in- 
stead of  being  a polilieal  theory,  it  has  been  a senti- 
ment of  the  purest,  noblest  patriotism  in  its  origin, 
vvliich  has  interposed  so  many  difficulties  in  order 
that  upon  a subject  of  so  vast  importance  that  course 
should  be  strictly  followed  which  the  commands  of 
constitution  so  distinctly  mark  out.  Congress  as  the 
faithful  representative  of  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
w ho  have  been  outraged  by  the  most  unjust  ol  all 
aggressions,  and  are  determined  not  to  consent  that 
an  ignominious  treaty  should  secure  to  our  neighbors 
the  possession  of  the  lernlory  usurped  by  them,  and 
with  it  the  dominion  of  this  continent — terminating 
at  the  same  time  our  political  existence  in  a manner 
which  would  not  even  entitle  us  to  the  compassion 
of  other  people— -[congressj  has  uniformly  opposed 
every  thing  which  should  stem  to  open  the  way  for 
a peace,  which  would  at  this  day  be  every  way  igno- 
minious, and  it  has  exercised  llie  most  jealous  care 
and  piecaution  to  prevent  even  the  remotest  danger 
of  such  a disaster. 

The  committee  participates  in  these  feelings,  and 
would  only  observe  that  Ifiis  eonslituliona!  power 
conferred  upon  the  executive  cannot  be  assailed  by 
us,  nor  does  it  afibrd  occasion  lor  vv  ell  founded  alarm, 
nor  in  fine  is  it  possible  tlial  congress  should  itself 
discharge  this  duly.  The  managemeul  of  diplomatic 
negotiations  demands  such  reserve,  so  u.ueh  discus- 
sion, an  activity  so  well  timed,  a system  of  designs 
so  well  prosecuted,  that  it  would  be  i . possible  to 
carry  them  on  with  certa.nty,  il  their  management 
were  entrusted  to  a numerous  body.  The  policy  ol 
all  nations  confirms  this  truth,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  congress  itself  renounced  the  power  of  negolia- 
lion  when  in  amending  our  original  constitutional 
pact,  il  determined  that  there  should  be  no  alteration 


in  the  provisions  we  have  cited,  and  left  them  to  stand 
as  they  were. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  perfect  consistency  with 
these  provisions,  the  executive  can  conclude  nothing 
definitively;  it  possesses  no  authority  to  consummate 
any  arrargement  which  shall  be  binding  upon  the 
republic;  and  congress  very  well  knows  that  the  exe 
cutive,  even  in  the  exercise  of  its  constitutional  ex- 
clusive faculties,  under  a representative  system,  finds 
itself  constrained  to  pursue  such  a course  as  may 
be  designated  by  public  opinion  and  tlie  legislative 
body.  In  the  position,  truly  strong  and  respectable, 
which  our  constitution  gives  to  congress,  it  possess- 
es abundant  peaceful  and  legal  resources,  without 
exceeding  its  duties,  to  insure  the  interests  of  the 
nation  in  wliatever  manner  it  may  be  compromised. 
For  these  reasons,  therefore,  the  majority  of  the 
committee  cannot  propose  any  other  course  than  to 
return  to  the  government  the  dispatch;  and  if  this  re- 
port appears  subscribed  by  only  two  members  of  the 
committee,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  asso- 
ciate Sr.  Ceballos,  who  worthily  presides  over  the 
committee,  but  who  from  his  well  known  illness  is 
unable  to  co  operate  with  us,  has  authorized  us  to 
express  his  agreement  with  us,  and  he  even  offered 
to  subscribe  the  report  which  we  should  prepare  ex- 
pressive of  our  views,  which  we  conclude  with  llie 
following  proposition: 

With  a copy  of  this  report  let  the  dispatch  be  re- 
turned to  Itie  government,  because,  in  the  present  si- 
tuation of  the  affair,  il  comes  within  its  cognizance, 
with  the  restrictions  which  are  established  by  tlie 
fundamental  code  of  the  republic. 

Otero. 

Lafragua. 

Mexico,  13th  July,  1847. 

The  report  being  submitted  to  congress,  under- 
went a discussion,  and  the  vote  being  taken  upon  it, 
il  was  approved  the  same  day.  Ayes  53 — nays  22. 

“We  need  hardly  say,  remarks  the  Picayune  of  the 
12lh  instant,  that  this  report  appears  to  us  an  autho- 
ritative declaration  on  the  part  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent political  parly  in  Mexico,  in  favor  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  It  is  the  declaration  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  present  congress,  and  of  the  party,  call- 
ed Moderados,  which  would  prevail  in  Mexico  but  for 
the  interposition  of  the  military.  The  same  line  of 
argument  vvliich  is  maintained  in  the  report  the  Re- 
publicano  has  strenuously  pursued  hitherto. 

We  infer  from  this  report,  that  the  embarrais- 
ments  which  have  purposely  been  thrown  in  the  way 
of  negotiations,  are  sanctioned  by  the  intelligent  li- 
beral class  in  Mexico;  that  they  were  expressly  de- 
signed to  guard  against  the  possible  corruption  of 
their  leaders,  wiio  might  be  induced  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  peace.” 


letters  from  lieutenant  whiffle. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Whiffle,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  near  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  by 
three  Mexicans,  and  carried  off  into  the  interior, 
was  alive  at  the  last  accounts,  and  in  d.aily  expecta- 
tion of  being  exchanged.  From  two  letters,  publish- 
ed in  the  “Sun  of  Anahuac,”  a Vera  Cruz  paper,  we 
learn  that  the  men  who  captured  him,  and  all  the 
Mexicans  vvith  whom  he  had  bean  brought  in  con- 
tact from  the  lime  of  his  capture  up  to  the  day  on 
which  fiis  last  letter  was  written,  had  treated  him 
with  the  greatest  kindness. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  furnishes  the  follovv- 
' iiig  letters  from  Lieutenant  Whipple.  What  a relief 
their  reception  must  be  to  his  friends.? 

Quatepec,  July  19,  1847. 

Dear  Sir:  At  this  place  1 have  arrived  to-day,  and 
am  informed  that  1 am  to  rendezvous  at  Huatusco 
until  such  time  as  1 am  exchanged,  which  1 am  told 
will  be  soon.  Can  1 not  be  exchanged  for  some  offi- 
cers who  capitulated  at  Vera  Cruz.?  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  General  Solo  has  received  me  with 
courtesy  and  assures  me  1 shall  be  exchanged  the 
first  opportunity.  He  has  assigned  my  residence  as 
above  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  the  place  in 
particulars  rendering  it  peculiarly  eligible  to  a pri- 
soner of  war. 

] am  very  greatly  in  want  of  a few  articles  of 
I clulliing,  as  1 was  captured  in  my  camp  dress;  and  1 
would  be  most  thaiiklul  to  you  to  open  in  my  be- 
half such  credit  as  will  enable  ms  to  live  couUorla- 
bly. 

Gen.  Soto  kindly  assures  me  that  this  shall  be  for- 
warded to  )ou,  and  that  the  messenger  will  bring 
such  articles  as  I write  for. 

As  your  excellency  is  the  father  of  us  all,  and  my 
regiii.enl  and  general  are  beyond  iny  address,  1 beg 
the  liberty  of  submiUing  to  your  direction  and  wis- 
dom in  all  Ihese  things,  leivently  praying  in  the 
mean  time  for  tlie  hour  of  ray  deliverance. 

General  Solo  kindly  supplies  my  immediate  ne- 
cessities, and  imposes  upon  the  American  service 


the  highest  obligations  of  reciprocity  by  his  courtesy 
to  me. 

My  health  is  excellent.  May  I beg  that  in  some 
manner  my  brother,  Dr.  Alonzo  Whipple,  Went- 
worth, Grafton  county,  N.  Hampshire,  may  be  in- 
formed of  my  safety  and  health. 

I know  you  will  readily  appreciate  the  circum- 
stances that  compel  me  to  address  you,  and  pardon 
the  apparent  freedom  of  my  address,  as  1 write  you 
in  extreme  haste. 

With  profound  respect,  1 am  sir,  your  excellency’s 
obd’t.  serv’t,  THOMAS  WHIFFLE, 

1st  Lieut,  and  adj't.  9ih  Infantry. 

To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Wilson. 

Annexed  is  the  letter  to  which  we  have  particular- 
ly referred: 

Dear  Sir:  I have  been  a prisoner  at  this  place  two 
days,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  as  a live 
man.  I am  credibly  informed  that  my  friend,  pri- 
vate Barnes,  escaped  with  life.  7'he  particulars  of 
tbe  capture  are  as  follows: 

Induced  by  the  lively  description  of  Mr.  Barnes,  I 
visited  a Catholic  burying  ground  outside  the  city 
walls  of  Vera  Cruz.  Il  proved  further  than  1 antici- 
pated; but,  as  many  people  were  on  every  side  of 
me,  1 never  thought  of  danger,  though  Barnes  was 
wholly  unarmed,  not  having  even  a stick,  and  myself 
was  without  pistols,  either  in  my  holsters  or  about 
my  person,  and  armed  with  my  sword  only,  which, 
under  any  tolerable  advantages,  would  be  all  a sol- 
dier might  ask.  We  dismounted  and  hitched  our 
horses  near  the  gate,  and  entered  the  yard,  which  is 
surrounded  by  a very  high  brick  wall.  Here  I lei- 
surely observed  the  novelties  of  the  first  Catholic 
burial  place  1 bad  ever  seen;  and  as  we  came  through 
a small  gate  we  were  surprised  by  three  men  on 
horseback,  within  twenty  five  feet,  riding  towards 
us  with  carbines  presented,  and  demanding  me  to 
surrender.  At  first  I could  not  believe  these  men  to 
be  in  earnest,  a subject  on  which  I soon  saw  they 
entertained  no  doubt;  for,  seeing  me  plant  my  baek 
against  the  wall  and  draw  my  sword,  they  dismount- 
ed, made  a flourish  with  their  carbines,  repealing 
their  demand  of  surrender.  I advanced  towards  them 
one  or  two  paces  to  get  striking  distance,  when  they 
all  drew  their  swoids  and  made  towards  me;  ono  of 
them,  a Mexican  captain,  as  1 since  learn,  named 
Jose  Maria  Prieto,  made  a strong  blow  directly  at 
my  head.  Just  as  they  drew  and  advanced,  my  friend 
Barnes,  not  having  a single  weapon,  turned  directly 
back  through  the  gate,  and  1 saw  no  more  of  him. — 
I fortunately  broke  the  force  of  the  blow  by  a parry, 
not  however  in  season  to  prevent  the  captain’s  blade 
making  such  striking  impressions  on  ray  skull  as 
nearly  to  stun  me,  but  not  sufficient,  owing  as  I think 
to  the  dullness  of  his  blade  and  my  cloth  cap,  as  to 
infiict  any  gash.  Qfcourse  I reciprocated  his  atten- 
tions by  a strong  cut  at  bis  neck,  when  he  and  the 
other  two  soldiers,  who  had  been  kept  back  by  tbe 
swing  of  my  blade,  sprung  back  about  five  paces  from 
me,  threw  their  swords  upim  the  ground,  and  drew 
up  their  carbines,  which  they  had  retained  in  their 
lell  bands,  aimed  deliberately  at  my  head,  all  cock- 
ed, and  again  demanded  a surrender.  1 then  stood 
vvith  my  back  to  the  wail  and  the  three  men  on  the 
other  three  sides,  all  beyond  my  reach,  and  lo  far 
from  each  other  as  to  give  me  no  chance  to  strike  at 
them  or  their  weapons.  1 then  asked  them  what 
they  wanted,  in  order  lo  gain  lime,  affecting  not  te 
know  whether  they  wanted  rny  money  or  myself. — 
1 hey  soon  seemed  aware  of  ray  intent,  and,  although 
from  the  beginning  it  was  obvisus  they  wished  lo 
avoid  discharging  their  pieces  so  near  the  city,  sliil 
1 saw  unmistakeable  signs  that  the  lime  of  parley 
was  closed.  Unable  lo  reach  my  horse  and  attack 
them,  1 surrendered  to  the  captain,  and  the  three 
bringing  my  arms  behind  me,  and  taking  the  end  of 
the  rope-  with  which  they  had  tied  my  hands,  one  qS' 
them  mounted  my  horse,  and,  putting  me  on  a mus- 
tang rude  off  at  lull  speed.  Further  particulars  of 
my  journey  I shall  write  herealter. 

I arrived  within  ten  miles  of  this  place  late  at 
night,  slept  a short  lime  in  as  good  lodgings  as  any 
body  on  the  preuiises,  a few  acatlenng  rancheros, 
rose,  and  got  here  about  seven  in  the  morning. — 
T’rom  the  lime  of  iuyeapture  I was  honorably  treated 
by  the  captain  as  a prisoner  of  war.  Alter  crossing 
a deep  river,  he  loosed  my  arms,  and  we  went  on, 
strange  lo  say,  with  that  perversity  of  character 
which  never  tails  me.  1 rode  on  through  the  deep 
forest.^,  the  sequestered  paths  abounding  in  new  and 
beautiful  lion eis  and  vines,  and  all  that  my  heait 
tiad  ever  conceived  of  loveliness  in  nature,  so  lost  m 
admiration  o!  tbe  unsurpassaule  glories  of  the  way 
us  to  feel  almost  lorgetlul  that  4 was  bound,  and 
wholly  careless  about  the  result  of  my  novel  situa- 
tion. Some  lainl  description  of  this  truly  lovely 
route  you  shall  have  hereafter.  Now  a lew  words 
of  my-  treatment. 
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In  ray  caie  all  that  ha«  been  said  of  Mexican  cru- 
elty bas  been  wholly  falsified.  I was  placed  in  the 
house  of  ihe  Signora  Augusliria  Fernando.  She  has 
treated  mo  with  raore  than  hospitality.  I have  re- 
ceived of  her  hands  the  kindness  and  tenderness  of 
8 mother.  To-night  1 cannot  devote  ti.rae  to  parti- 
culars, but  I earnestly  desire  all  may  know  her  kind 
ness  to  an  American  prisoner.  But  this  is  only  a 
beginning.  You  will  bo  astonished  to  hear  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  village  have  extended  to  me 
more  than  the  elegant  civilities  of  refined  life — they 
have  received  mo  cordially  at  their  houses — they 
have  given  me  assistance  with  a delicacy  and  propri- 
ety which  no  American  community  can  excel:  for 
instance,  the  signora  caused  rae  to  be  furnished  with 
a clean  linen  shirt,  and  had  all  my  dirty  clothes 
(thanks  to  life  in  camp)  washed. 

The  Catholic  Padre,  Manuel  de  Silva,  furnished 
me  every  comfort,  and  crowned  all  his  attention  to 
me  by  communicating  in  latin  that  my  friend  Barnes 
had  been  beard  from  and  was  alive.  He  walked 
with  me  arm  and  arm  about  the  village,  visiting  the 
alcalde,  a most  benevolent  and  kind-hearted  man, 
and  the  principal  places  in  the  place,  and  his  church 
among  others,  and  gave  me  money  and  clothes  to 
dress  as  a citizen,  and  save  me  the  mortification  of 
going  to  Coidova  in  American  uniform,  all  at  his 
own  suggestion.  He  has  done  me  the  Endness  to 
propose  to  carry  or  cause  this  letter  to  be  sent  to 
Vera  Cruz,  and  in  every  thing  been  truly  to  me  a 
friend  and  a Christian  — God  grant  this  example  may 
be  imitated  by  all  clergymen.  By  means  of  the 
Latin,  1 could  learn  and  communicate  most  that  1 
could  be  made  to  understand,  lor  no  one  underotood 
English. 

Casto  Ferando,  a citizen  here,  bestowed  on  me 
every  atlenlion,  and  gave  me  money  with  a delicacy 
BO  exquisite  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  decline  with 
grace,  though  of  course  1 did  so.  Others  made  me 
similar  presents,  and  one  young  gentleman,  Jose  Ma- 
ria Villegas,  of  talent  and  excellent  heart,  seemed  to 
exhaust  his  ingenuity  in  making  me  happy.  As  to 
comfort,  I assure,  it  never  in  my  life  was  more  con 
suited  by  my  most  intimate  friends.  From  some 
reason,  all  who  approach  me,  particularly  of  the 
white  or  Spanish  blood,  bestow  upon  me  more  fa- 
vors than  1 tan  name,  and  in  a manner  which  I can 
not  refuse.  For  instance,  llie  young  man  above 
named,  since  I commenced  writing  this,  came  as  1 
sat  at  table  and  handed  me  a dollar.  Of  course,  1 
declined.  He  gently  put  liis  arm  around  my  head, 
clasped  it  to  ins  bosom  in  a manner  so  tender  and  a 
countenance  so  full  of  entreaty,  that  to  say  a word 
more  would  have  been  sheer  brutolity.  Another 
young  man  very  coolly  came  in  since  1 commenced 
writing  and  laid  three  dollars  down  on  the  table, 
with  a sort  of  business  air,  and  when  I began  to  de- 
cline, seemed  so  inclined  to  be  offended  that  I said 
no  more.  This  gentleman  is  called  Estevo  Putisly 
Camp.  There  are  two  beautiful  and  interesting 
young  ladies  who  have  honored  me  with  every  at- 
tention that  my  situation  required. 

In  sliort,  1 cannot  describe  to  you  the  generous 
treatment  1 have  received  at  tlie  hands  of  this  people 
— never  shall  I forget  thorn— I would  go  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  visit  the  lady  Signora  Fernando  for  her 
kindness  to  me— Cud  bless  her  and  her  household,  is 
tiiy  fervent  ejaculation,  but  it  is  late  and  1 must  close. 
Let  this  account  ol  the  kindness  1 have  received,  be 
published  in  justice  to  the  Mexicans  ttiemselves, 
and  that  if  our  arms  are  ever  turned  upon  this 
place  those  1 have  named  and  all  tiie  inhabitants 
may  be  remembered  in  mercy.  My  healtti  is  first 
rate;  to-morrow  evening  at  4 o'clock,  I start  for  Cor- 
dova. The  senora  sends  one  of  tier  servants  to  se« 
me  well  there,  and  Marianna  Foster,  a fine  young 
Castilian,  lias  kindly  volunteered  to  accompany  me — 
to  you  see  I am  kindly  treated  in  more  ways  than  i 
tan  describe. 

1 am  informed  that  1 shail  bo  kindly  treated  at 
Cordova  as  a prisoner  of  war,  and  exchanged  in  due 
l.me. 

My  personal  regards  to  every  officer  in  my  regi- 
ineni,  and  especially  to  my  colonel  and  major,  Sey- 
mour and  Lally,  and  Dr.  hleven. 

1 ani  your  most  obedient  servant, 

'iHOMAS  WHIPPLE, 
Firtl  heut,,  adj’t  yui  Inlaiiiry. 

The  New  Orleans  Delia,  speaking  of  Lieut.  W’s. 
letter,  very  justly  rcmaiks — 

His  staieinent  adds  one  other  testimony  to  tlie  ir- 
relragable  evidence  already  furnished,  of  ttie  woman 
ly  tenderness,  the  Christian  kindness,  wfncli  the  wo- 
li.en  tf  Mexico,  in  every  instance,  evince  towards 
Amei  leans. 


The  following  letter,  written  by  Gen.  Scott  to  the 
Hon.  Millard  f ill.moke,  is  published  in  ll,e  New 
Yolk  papeu: 


Heatiqunrters  of  the  .Irmy. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I have  received  the  two  letters  (one 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Angler  and  the  other  signed  by 
Mr.  Van  Wyck)  asking,  on  several  grounds,  tlie  dis- 
charge of  James  Thompson,  a private  of  the  second 
regiment  of  artillery.  1st.  He  has,  since  his  enlist- 
ment, reformed  his  habits.  This  is  an  argument  in 
favor  of  his  serving  out  his  time,  lest  he  should  re- 
lapse, if  discharged,  before  confirmed  in  his  reforma- 
tion— military  discipline  highly  favors  reformation. 
2d.  He  has  become  pious.  This  makes  him  at  once 
a belter  soldier  and  a belter  man,  and  fortunately 
we  are  not  without  many  pious  officers  and  men  in 
our  ranks;  but,  3d.  It  is  alleged  that  he  has  imbibed 
conscientious  scruples  against  performing  military 
duty.  If  the  man  be  mad  he  can  be  discharged  on  a 
surgeon’s  certificate  to  that  effect;  but  if  he  has  only 
turned  coward,  we  have  ample  means  of  punishing 
him  if  he  sliould,  when  ordered,  refuse  to  figlit. 

I return  tlie  letters  you  enclosed,  and  remain,  my 
dear  sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  M.  Fillmore. 

The  Washington  f/nion  says: — “A  letter  has  been 
received  in  Washington,  from  an  officer  of  the  army, 
as  late  as  tha  29lh  and  30th  July.  It  states  that 
General  Scott  would  move  upon  the  capital  as  soon 
as  Gen.  Pierce  arrived  with  his  reinforcements — 
about  the  2d  or  3d  of  August.  Mr.  Trist  had  been 
quite  ill,  but  was  then  convalescent.  We  are  happy 
to  hear  that  Gen.  Scott  had  waited  upon  him  during 
his  indispo.silion,  to  confer  with  him  about  the  public 
concerns.” 

The  Union  also  says: — “We  can  find  nothing  to 
confirm  the  statement  which  some  of  the  letter  wri- 
ters from  Washington  are  giving,  as  it  appears  in 
ttie  Baltimore  Sun  of  this  morning,  viz:  that  “a  letter 
to  wliich  I referred  in  my  last,  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  Bankhead,  by  the  British  legation  here, 
in  which  he  stales,  as  1 learn,  the  same  thing,  and 
adds,  that  the  attempt,  in  which  he  assisted,  to  in- 
duce ttie  Mexican  government  to  listen  to  these  pro- 
posals, utterly  failed.” 

The  steam  ship  Telegraph  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
4th  August,  touched  at  Brazos,  and  reached  N.  O. 
on  the  lOlh  August,  bringing  the  following  passen- 
gers:— Col.  Randell;  Capt.  Ogden  and  lady;  Major 
Arthur,  Quartermaster  U.  S.  A.;  Miss  Townsend; — 
Capf.  Walker;  Lieut.  Couch;  Lieut.  J.  J.  Huff;  Dr. 
Beard;  L.  A.  Whitley;  J.  S.  Holt;  J.  Lawrence; — 
VV.  W.  Enslhru;  J.  Patterson;  Mr,  Carr;  Capt.  Olen- 
de«;  Townsend,  Clough  and  Wells. 

The  Picayune  says  no  news  nor  letters  wliatever 
were  brought  from  Vera  Cruz  by  this  arrival! 

From  the  Rio  Grande  the  most  important  item  is 
the  following  article  from  the  Matamoros  Flag  of 
the  4th  inst. 

Advance  upon  San  Luis, — From  Major  Arthur, 
formerly  quartermaster  at  Cerralvo,  we  learn  that 
Gen.  Wool  has  received  orders  to  proceed  with  the 
advance  of  Gen.  Tayios’s  column,  on  the  2t)lh  inst., 
in  the  direction  of  Encarnalion,  some  twenty  leagues 
from  Buena  Vista,  where  he  will  establish  a depot, 
into  which  three  months  rations  will  be  thrown. 

The  army  will  then  advance  upon  San  Louis  and 
communication  be  opened  with  Tampico  or  Tuspan, 
from  whence  supplies  will  thereafter  be  received. — 
All  the  mules  and  otlier  means  ol  transportation  have 
been  ordered  above  and  activtiy  prevails  through- 
out the  whole  department. 

The  Flag  gives  sad  accounts  of  outrages  perpetra- 
ted in  the  vicinity  of  Matamoros,  by  Mexicans  upon 
their  own  countrywomen.  The  same  paper  meii- 
tions  that  the  resident  Mexicans  near  Parras  lately 
applied  to  General  Taylor  to  protect  them  from 
armed  bands  of  iheir  own  countrymen,  sent  tliiUier 
for  the  express  purpose  of  ravaging  the  country  and 
destroying  the  corps. 

“army  of  the  north.” 

, Arrival  from  Santa  Ft. 

Lieut.  Brown  ami  his  parly  killed — Major  Edmondson 
overtakes  and  chastises  the  murderers — another  conspira- 
cy discovered — part  of  the  returning  party  masnereed. 
From  the  St.  Louis  Republican  of  Jiugusl  \2  and  13. 

Another  parly  of  volunteers  has  returned  to  Fort 
Leavenworth  from  Saule  Fe.  They  arrived  on  tlie 
6th  inst.,  and  left  Santa  Fe  on  the  Gih  of  last  month. 
From  Mr.  Isaac  McCarty,  of  ttie  firm  of  Bullard, 
Hook  & CO.,  traders  to  Mexico  and  Chiliuahua,  ttie 
following  interesting  information  is  derived. 

When  Mr.  McCarty  arrived  at  Bagos,  75  miles  this 
side  of  Santa  Fe,  he  learned  that  information  had 
been  received  lliere  on  the  5lh,  tliai  Ll.  Brown,  at- 
tached to  Capt.  Horirie’s  company  of  volunteers,  with 
several  of  liis  men  liad  been  killed  at  a smali  place 


about  15  miles  from  Bagos.  On  receiving  this  in- 
telligence, Maj.  Edmondson,  with  a party  of  his  men 
pursued  the  Me.xicans,  overtook  them,  fought  with, 
and  killed  five  or  six  of  them,  and  captured  between 
30  and  40,  whom  he  threatened  to  hang. 

By  this  energetic  conduct,  Major  E.  induced  a 
confession  from  so  ne  of  them,  that  there  was  anoth- 
er conspiracy  on  foot  to  bring  about  a massacre  and 
revolution  at  Taos  and  Bagos.  A letter  was  found 
upon  one  of  the  prisoners,  purporting,  though  not 
signed,  to  come  from  the  ringleader  of  the  former 
conspiracy,  in  which  he  desired  to  be  informed  of 
the  precise  lime  when  Fischer’s  company  ofartillery 
would  leave  Santa  Fe,  as  that  was  necessary  to  Ihe 
maturity  of  ills  plans.  He  declared,  in  this  letter, 
his  determination  never  to  rest  while  there  was  an 
American  alive  in  New  Mexico.  Of  the  disposition 
of  the  prisoners,  we  have  no  further  information: 

Mr.  McCarty  met  the  first  train  of  governmant 

wagons  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Santa  Fe 

Lieut.  Love,  who  has  charge  of  the  government  mo- 
ney, amounting  tv  more  than  p,000,000,  was  met  at 
the  upper  Semi  o le  t;  rings,  and  Col.  Easton’s  bat- 
talion of  infantry  on  the  Arkan.sas.  A few  days 
previous  to  bis  meeting  Col.  Easton’s  command, 
while  some  of  his  men  were  employsd  in  getting 
wood  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  rivi  r,  they  were 
completely  suprised  by  a party  of  the  Camanche 
Indians,  by  whom,  eight  of  the  number  were  killed 
and  Uiree  wounded. 

One  of  the  wounded  was  scalped  alive,  and  was 
found  in  this  siluation  by  those  who  were  sent  to  re- 
lievo them.  He  slated,  that  he  was  scalped  by  a 
white  man,  that  he  begged  for  his  life,  telling  him 
lliat  he  had  a family  dependent  upon  him  for  support, 
but  that  the  only  reply  received  from  his  assailant 
was,  that  he  did  not  care  a d — n.  We  regret  our 

not  being  able  to  state  the  names  of  the  persons 
killed  and  wounded,  or  the  company  to  which  tliey 
belonged.  It  may  be  two  or  Uiree  days  before  we 
have  the  information. 

Lieut.  Simpson,  of  Maj.  Claik’s  artillery  battalion 
was  left  at  Cruncil  Grove,  on  tiis  way  tiome. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  learned 
that  J.  MtClenahan  and  C.  Qiiisenberry  were  among 
Ihe  number  of  persons  killed  at  the  lime  of  the  at- 
tack upon  Lieut.  Brown.  One  account  slates  the 
wliole  nuniber  killed  at  fourteen. 

John  Avery, Marlin,  and Douglass,  of 

Capt.  Dent’s  company,  were  landed  from  the  Ma- 
nierlaiiC,  at  St.  Cliarles,  yesterday. 

An  extract  of  the  sairie  paper  of  August  13,  says, 
Mr.  Coulter,  arrived  in  the  Berland,  from  the  Mis- 
souri, fujnishes  later  and  somewhat  different  details 
in  regard  to  the  death  of  Lieut.  Brown  and  his  men. 
1 hat  officer,  with  McClenahan  and  Quieseriberry, 
and  a Mex.can  guide,  left  camp  in  pursuit  of  per- 
sons w ho  had  stolen  liorses  from  tliem.  They  did 
not  return,  and  on  the  5th  of  July  information  was 
received  from  a Mexican  woman,  that  they  had  been 
murdered,  and  their  bodies  burnt. 

Maj.  Edmondson,  on  receiving  this  news,  took 
measures  to  avenge  their  death.  He  marched  with 
some  sixty  men,  and  a howitzer,  against  the  town 
wliere  the  enormities  were  commitltd,  and  discov- 
ered that  tlie  inhabitants  were  flying  to  Ihe  moun- 
taini.  He  commanded  them  to  stop,  but  as  they 
did  not  do  so,  he  fired  upon  them,  killing  six,  w'oun- 
ding  several  others,  and  taking  forty  or  fifty  prison- 
ers, it  was  a:certained  that  the  bodies  of  two  Amer- 
icans were  burnt,  but  that  the  body  of  Lieut.  Brown, 
wlio  liad  the  emblem  of  tlie  cross  on  his  neck,  and' 
was  supposed,  from  the  circumstance,  to  he  a Cath- 
olic, was  hid  in  the  mountains,  where  it  was  after- 
wards found.  All  the  houses  of  persons  concerned 
in  Ihe  murder  were  burned  to  tlie  ground,  by  order 
of  tlie  Major.  Some  of  the  articles  of  properly  lost 
111  tlie  engagement  at  the  Red  River  Canon  were 
found  at  this  place,  showing  that  some  ofthe  inhab- 
itants, at  least,  were  participants  in  Uie  affair. 

Lieut.  Larkin  and  four  privates  surprised  and  killed. 

Rilled. — Lieut.  Larkin,  and  privates  Owens, 
Wright,  Mason  and  Wilkinson,  beloiiginging  to  a 
grazing  parly  of  Lieut.  Col.  Willock’s  tiattalion, 
were  surprised  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
fiih  July,  and  killed.  Lieut.  Brown,  was  a son  of 
Robert '1'.  Brown,  of  Ferry  county  in  Ibis  state.— 
Voung  McClenaliaii  was  from  St.  Genevieve;  and 
young  Quiseiiberry  was  a volunteer  from  lliis  coun- 
ty, Uie  son  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Quisenberry. 

'I'he  news  will  lail  wnh  a cruslimg  weight  upon 
his  parents— for  lie  was  a-young  man  of  excellent 
qualilits,  and  greatly  beloved  by  those  who  knew 
inm.  His  return  had  been  looked  fur,  for  some 
lime,  and,  trusting  that  he  had  escaped  from  all  tiia 
dangers  ol  the  service  in  which  he  had  been  engaged, 
we  learn  llial  ills  mother,  witii  all  a mother’s  care 
fur  lier  ctiildrLn,  had  prepared  his  room  for  him 
even  in  tlie  most  minute  particulars  necessary  fur 
ins  coiiitoit. 
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1 iio  i.lieliigeiice  by  ihe.  Cambria,  which  reached  Bos- 
ton on  Wednesday  evening,  occasioned  no  liitie  excite- 
ment in  our  shipping  ports  and  especially  amongst  flour 
dealers.  Telegraphic  communications  were  provoking- 
ly  interrupted.  Operators  were  tantalized  with  contra- 
dictory accounts.  At  length  some  details  came  on, 
which  will  be  found  in  this  number  under  the  toreign 
head.  Subsequent  accounts  indicated  that  rather  the 
extreme  worst  of  affairs  was  exhibited  in  those  details, 
and  the  papers  and  inoie  particularly  private  letters  were 
waited  for  with  much  impatience,  especially  by  those 
who  had  made  heavy  remittances  in  bills.  In  the  mean 
time  rather  more  cirnfidence  was  inspired.  On  Wed 
nesday,  at  New  York,  Gonnesee  fl  ntr  would  bring  but 
G 25  a 6 50,  according  to  quality,  being  a decline  of  ful 
ly  50  cents,  and  corn  fell  from  77  to  63  a 05.  On  Fri- 
day S'6  02I' was  obtained  fjr  Gennesee,  and  corn  ad- 
vanced a few  cents. 

We  have  now  Wilmer  & Smith’s  European  2'imes  of 
August  4lh,  which  we  presume  may  be  relied  on  in 
saying  ‘‘the  uninterrupted  fineness  of  the  weather  during 
the  last  fortnight  still  holds  out  the  assurance  that  our 
harvest  of  grain  will  be  a full  average  one.  From  all 
quarters  of  Europe  there  is  also  a general  concurrent 
opinion  that  the  yield  will  he  abundant  in  tlie  chief  grain 
producing  .spots.  On  the  19lh  of  May  price  of  best 
American  flour  in  Liverpool  was  43s.  to  49s.  Yester- 
day a considerable  sale  took  place  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion at  27s.  to  27s.  6d.  The  highest  market  price  of  best 
wheat  at  Mark  Lane  on  Monday  2d,  when  a furiher 
reduction  again  took  place  of  Irom  8.s.  to  UL.  per  quar- 
ter below  the  currency  of  the  previous  Monday,  wa.s  70s. 
per  quarter.  The  quality  of  the  ne  .v  corn  exhibited  was 
excellent.  We  regret  to  state  that  s mie  failures  have 
taken  place  in  the  corn  trade,  and  the  rumors  which 
have  reached  us  respecting  the  credit  of  some  of  the  Lon- 
don dealers  are  very  unsatisfactory." 

Calculations  are  published  showing  that  the  prices  of 
grain  and  flour  in  our  ports,  as  now  quoted,  are  just 
about  the  same  as  the  prices  at  Liverpool,  leaving  ship- 
pers no  margin  for  freight  or  charges.  ■ 'J'ho  supply  at 
present  is  scarcely  beyond  the  demand  for  home  con- 
sumption in  any  of  the  markets  e.xpect  New  York,  and 
by  no  means  heavy  there.  'I'his  saves  the  generality  of 
holders,  and  accounts  for  prices  at  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more. Georgetown,  &c.,  ranging  comparatively  above 
the  New  York  guage. 

Wheat  harvest  had  commenced  in  the  South  of  Eng- 
land, and  new  grain  was  at  market,  of  excellent  quality. 
But  should  the  weather  during  the  month  of  August 
change  and  prove  unlavorable  tor  ilie  harvesting,  as  it 
somelimes  does,  it  will  make  a great  difference  in  Uieir 
markets.  Judging  by  the  weather  we  have  had  here,  it 
is  probable  that  they  have  had  more  rain  than  in  July. 
Lust  year  English  crops  promised  well  until  harvest. 

The  following  explicit  of  the  comparative  prices  of 
breadstufl's  at  Liverpool  by  the  last  three  steamers  vve 
find  published  and  insert  it  without  titne  to  cxanniie  it 
before  going  to  press. 

Aug.  4.  July  19.  July  3. 

Per  Cambria.  Hibernia.  Britannia 
U.  S.  wlieat,  pr  70  lbs.  SI  9a2  20  1 24a2  44  2 04a2  52 

U.  S.  flour  per  bbl.  6 4Sa6  60  8 16a8  40  7 92a2  23 

Indian  corn,  per  qr.  6 24a7  20  9 GOaO  00  7 58al0  56 

Indian  meal,  per  bbl.  3 36  4 56a4  63  4 80a0  00 

['i'he  calculations  are  at  430  cents  to  the  pound  ster- 
ling, or  24  cents  to  the  British  shillidg.  The  quarter  is 
500  lbs. 

Cotton. — That  the  price  of  cotton  declined,  instead 
of  advancing  as  breadstufl's  declined  in  price;  is  contrary 
to  the  usual  order  of  things,  and  rather  puzzles  dealers 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  to  account  for,  more  espe- 
cially as  the  stock  of  cotton  in  England  and  in  Europe 
indeed,  is  so  much  reduced.  English  papers  attribute 
it  to  a renewed  tightness  in  their  money  niarket,  which 
by  the  way,  we  find  several  serious  indications  of.  Spec- 
ulators would  lay  hold  at  present  prices,  but  that  they 
fear  opeialors  will  not  be  able  to  confinue  in  active 
business  fur  want  of  money.  At  the  latest  dales  prices 
at  Liverpool  had  recovered  from  the  decline  of  the  pre- 
vious ten  days,— but  the  market  was  languid. 

At  N.  Y.  on  the  20th  holders  were  more  disposed  to 
sell  than  purchasers  to  buy  at  prices  as  the  ranged  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  Cambria. 

u.  S.  TREASURY  NOTES  at  Nevv  York  tumbled  the 
begin,  ing  of  this  week  from  $106|  to  lOSj.  On 
Thursday  they  rallied  and  sales  were  effected  at  104 
a 104L  On  Friday  they  fell  back  to  103i  again,  and 
a decline  in  slocks  generally  took  place. 

Goods  warehoused.  The  aggregate  value  of  the 
merchandise  warehoused  at  N.  York  Iro.m  the  time 
the  warehouse  act  went  into  operation,  to  the  1st  of 
July  was  $7,622,538,  the  duties  on  which  amounted 
to  $2  368,879.  The  amount  withdrawn  to  July  I, 
was  $4, .304, 450,  leaving  in  store  goods  to  the  amount 
of  $2,318,088.  This  covers  a period  of  11  months. 

The  fall  tr.ade  has  commenced  very  spiritedly. 
A large  business  is  ‘being  done’  by  importing  and 
wholesale  merchants  with  dealers  from  the  interior 
and  extremes  of  the  Union.  Every  thing  is  bustle, 
and  thoroughfares  will  soon  be  overwhelmed  with 
packages  of  goods,  as  they  have  already  been  with 
agricultural  products  from  those  direclions. 


Wool.  Messrs.  Bingham  & Co.  one  of  the  heaviest 
forwarding  houses  in  Philadelphia  have  received  from 
the  great  west,  via  Pittsburgh,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Lawrence,  Lowell,  one  millions  of  pounds  of 
wool.  This  equals  five  hundred  tons  of  the  fleecy 
article,  and  is  the  largest  lot  ever  received  at  once 
by  any  house  in  Philadelphia. 

Relaxation  and  recreation.  The  watering 
places,  bathing  places,  and  places  of  resort  for  re- 
creation, have  for  some  weeks  been  doing  a sweep- 
ing business.  So  many  persons  have  never  before 
congregated  as  the  most  of  them  are  said  to  have 
this  season.  Travelling  is  such  an  enjoyment  as  to 
comforts  — and  so  expeditious  too.  We  see  It  esti- 
mated that  over  half  a million  of  dollars  will  be  ex- 
pended in  this  way  within  a few  current  weeks. — 
The  estimate  is  too  low.  The  intercourse  of  those 
occasions  is  w'orth  millions.  Even  extravagance  has 
its  uses. 

Deaths  and  disease.  At  Montreal  tliere  were  up  to 
the  12th  inst.  and  including  the  nine  previous  weeks, 
3,240  deaths  in  Montreal,  iiiiiong  emigranls  and  others, 
from  ship  fever.  There  was  not,  at  the  last  accounts, 
any  abatement  of  its  virulence.  In  the  emigrant  bus- 
piial  on  iho  !3th  instant,  there  were  1,291  sick. 

The  Montreal  Gazelle,  arrnouiices  the  death  of  the 
Very  Rev.  Mr.  Hudon,  Vicar  General  to  the  Roman 
Calliolic  Bishop  of  iliat  diocese.  lie  caught  the  disease 
of  which  he  died,  in  liis  faillilul  attendance  at  the  bed- 
sides of  tbe  perishing  sick,  in  ih  i emigrant  sheds,  where 
he  shared  wiih  his  bishop  the  duty  of  nightly  watching 
and  exposed  himself  to  continuous  infection  which  few 
constitutions  could  long  resist.  The  bishop  himself  was 
indisposed.  'I'lie  Rev.  Mr.  Charbonel,  also  indisposed 
from  the  same  epidemic,  is  rapidly  advancing  to  con- 
valescence. 

At  Boston,  for  ihe  week  ending  the  I4ih,  llS.  The 
barque  George,  from  Liverpool,  arrived  the  12ih  wilh  141 
passengers,  of  whom  51  were  candidates  fur  the  hospitals. 
Four  died  on  the  passage.  Five  of  the  crew  sick. 

At  New  Yor/c,  same  period,  394,  of  which  257  were 
natives,  98  Irish;  35  colored  persiins,  161  were  under  two 
years;  26  died  ofcoiisuiuptio.i  and  4U  of  dysentery. 

At  Sahimore  during  ilie  week  ending  the  16ih,  112, 
of  which  64  were  under  two  years;  18  were  free  colored 
and  7 slaves;  15  died  of  consumption. 

At  St.  Louis,  week  ending  9th  August,  73,  of  which 
45  were  under  five  years. 

Yellow  Fever  at  New  Means.  From  the  1st  to  the 
6th  inst.,  ihere  were  2S3  admissions  into  Charity  Hospi- 
tal. and  72  deaths  occurred  there,  ol  wliich  52  were  of 
yellow  fever.  3'iie  succeeding  forty  eight  hours,  79  ad- 
missions, 21  deaths,  of  which  19  were  by  yellow  fever. 
During  24  hours  ending  the  evening  of  the  10th,  59  ad- 
missions 16th  deaths  by  yellow  fever  and  15  by  other 
diseases.  On  the  llili,  16  deaths  by  yellow  lever. 

The  deaths  by  yellow  fever  reported  by  the  board  of 
health  at  N.  Orleans  for  the  week  ending  the  2d  inst., 
w as  49, — for  tho  week  ending  the  9lh  inst.,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  three.  For  the  tweiily-fbiir  lionrs  ending 
12ili,  sixty  five  deaths,  of  which  40  were  by  yellow  fever- 

Vermont. — Sheep. — It  is  stated  there  are  one  hun- 
dred thousand  sheep  in  Addison  county,  Vermont, 
which  must  be  driven  to  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  wintered,  or  be  slaughtered.  The  deficien- 
cy of  the  crop  of  hay  and  the  ravages  of  grasshop- 
pers have  caused  a scarcity  of  food. 

Kentucky.  — Constitutional  convention. — The  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  a popular  vote  at  the  election 
held  the  first  week  of  August,  whether  a convention 
to  revise  the  state  constitution  should  by  authorised. 
It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a majority  of 
over  30,060  votes.  This  is  not  conclusive  however. 
The  qiiestion,  according  to  the  law  of  the  last  session 
has  to  be  again  submitted  to  a vote  of  the  people, 
w hen  if  a majority  of  all  the  registered  voters  of  the 
slate  appears  in  its  favor,  the  convention  shall  be 
assembled. 

Tennessee. — Improvement  Convention. — From  the 
Joncsborough  Whig,  we  learn  that  this  convention  as- 
sembled at 'Greenville  (Tenn.)  on  die  15th  ult.  About 
three  hundred  delegates  were  present  from  various  coun- 
ties in  eastern  Tennessee  and  souihwestern  Virginia. — 
Col.  John  B.  Floyd  of  Virginia  presided  over  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  convention,  wliich  continued  tor  three 
days,  and  were  deeply  interesting,  fl'he  questions  at  is- 
sue were  the  relative  merits  of  the  project  for  the  improv- 
ing ihe  navigation  of  the  Holstoii  river  from  Khigsport  to 
Knoxville,  and  a railroad  commiinioatiuii.  Resoluiions 
were  finally  adopted  by  the  convention,  reoaramending 
an  appropriation  of  $250,000  by  the  legislature  for  the 
improve  -uent  of  the  French  Broad  livcr  as  high  as  prac- 
ticable; and  the  Holston  for  steamboat  navigation,  from 
Knoxville  to  Kingsport;  and  also  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  to  construct  a railroad  from  Knoxville  to  the 
Virginia  line. 

The  Georgia  Regiment. — Coi.  Henry  R.  Jackson, 
commanding  this  regiment,  has  addressed  a letter  to 
the  Savannah  Republican,  vindicating  his  command 
from  the  charge  of  having  plundered  the  hacienda  of 
Santa  Anna.  He  says: — 

1 was  in  command  of  the  column  to  which  the 
Georgia  regiment  was  attached  on  its  return  march 
to  Vera  Cruz,  and  upon  approaching  Santa  Anna’s 


hacienda,  sent  out  (as  was  my  custom)  a special  guard 
to  protect  it  from  molestation.  This  guard  was  in- 
deed out  before  the  regiments  were  dismissed.  A 
highly  reliable  officer  was  in  charge  of  it,  who  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  house  had  been,  eompfetely 
stripped  before  our  arrival,  and  that  nothing  valua- 
ble had  been  left  unmolested.  Similar  depredations 
had  been  committed  tipon  all  the  ‘ranchos’  on  the 
road.  1 heard  a-t  the  time  by  whom  and  for  %chat  cause, 
but  learning  from  experience  how  false  many  of 
these  reports  are,  5 am  not  disposed  to  give  curren- 
cy to  what  might  have  been  a slander. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  I made  a report  in 
person,  of  what  1 had  seen,  to  Gen.  Patterson,  who 
informed  me  that  he  was  already  in  possession  of  the 
facts,  and  likewise  of  some  very  valuable  paintings 
taken  from  a portion  of  the  soldiery  preceding  us, 
which  had  been  violently  torn  from  their  frames  in 
the /iocienda  of  Santa  Anna.  Tbe  idea  of  General 
Scott’s  having  written  the  letter  alluded  to,  is  of 
course,  supremely  ridiculous. 

Peter  G.  Stuyvesakt,  one  of  the  oldest,  and  next  to 
John  Jacob  Astor,  the  wealthiest  inhabitant  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and,  certainly  one  of  the  wealthiest  men 
of  this  country,  left  home  about  a week  ago  with  his 
wife  and  niece  ou.aii  excursion  lor  the  lakes.  Although 
.seventy  five  ye-ars- old,.  Mr.  S.  was  enj  lyi.ng  excellent 
health.  He  was  a man  of  strict  business  habits  and  at- 
tended diligently  to  his  immense  estate,  vvas  veryjcour- 
teosis  and  gentlemanly  in  his  maiiners  n.s  itirglu  be  pre- 
sumed of  the  lienal  descend, rnt  of  old  Governor  Stuy- 
vesaiit,  and  ihe  inheritor  of  a large  portion  of  his  estate. 
In  a ‘‘plunging  bath,’’  in  wliich  he  was  bathing  at  one 
of  the  hotels  on  the  rout  -,  the  body  of  Mr.  Stuyvesant 
was  found,  after  search,  lifeless. 

Mr.  S.  has  no  children  of  his  own.  Of  course  curi- 
osiiy  is  on  lip-toe  to  know  what  disposition  he  has  made 
ol  his  vast  possessions,  coiisisiiiig  rnatiily  ol  city  proper- 
ly and  ItHiUed  estate. 

A SWORD  for  a Roland — There  was  a large  assem- 
blage of  the  citizaiis  of  Biifl'iio,  of  both  sexes,  collected 
at  tho  American  liotel  last  Mo.nday  evening,  to  witness 
the  preseniation  of  a sword  to  Capt.  J.  F.  Rowland,  of 
the  2nd  regiment  artillery,  United  States  army.  The 
sword,  which  is  an  elegant  dress  one,  of  the  clioice.st 
temper  and  finish,  was  made  at  the  manufactory  of  N. 
P.  Ames,  Springfield,  M..issacliuselts.  The  scabbard 
is  of  silver  with  m-assivci  gold  mountings,  and  bears 
a suitable  inscription.  The  proceedings  as  reported 
in  the  Advertiser,  were  very  interesting,  and  the  occa- 
.'ion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  tliose  who  participated 
ill  them. 

Naval  court  of  inquiry.  The  U.  S.  Steamer 
Gov.  Tompkins,  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  7th 
inst.  in  7 days  from  Tampico.  She  is  in  the  em- 
plojmeut  of  the  quartermaster’s  department.  She 
got  out  of  coal  and  was  blowing  to  the  eastward,  and 
pul  into  Pensacola  for  coal. 

The  U.  S.  store  ship  Electra,  full  of  stores  of  all 
kinds  for  the  squadron,  was  to  sail  fo.r  Vera  Cruz  on 
the  8lh  instant. 

The  store  ship  Supply  and  schooner  Flirt  were 
still  at  Pensacola. 

MiDsiiirviAN  Shuerick. — The  funeral  obsequies  nf 
Midshipman  Shubrick,  who  fell  gallantly  fighiitig  in  the 
trenches  at  Vera  Cruz,  took  place  in  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware, on  Friday  last.  His  remains  arrived  on  Thursday, 
and  were  conveyed  by  an  escort  to  St.  Peter’s  church 
in  Sixth  street,  where  they  were  guarded  by  detach- 
ments of  volunteer  companies  until  next  day.  They 
were  then  attended  to  St.  Joseph’s  Church  yard,  on  the 
Brandywine,  and  there  interred  with  religious  services 
and  military  honors. 

POSTSCRIPT. — Through  telegraph  at  Richmond 
we  learn  that  Vera  Cruz  dales  to  the  Till  and  Tampico 
to  the  lUth  August,  have  reached  New  Orleans,  furnish- 
ing no  later  intelligence  from  Gen.  Scott.  ^ 

Gen.  Pitree  was  at  Jalapa  on  the  26(ii  July,  waiting 
for  provisions  to  reach  him,  and  did  nut  design  to  move 
on  until  they  were  received. 

A report  vvas  circulating  at  Vera  Cruz  thaj  commis- 
sioners had  been  appointed  to  treat  with  Mr.  Trist. 

Amongst  the  victims  to  the  yellow  fever  at  Vera  Cruz 
was  Dr.  Hawkins  of  Baltimore. 

A leading  editorial  in  this  morning’s  National  Intelli- 
gencer commences  thus: — 

We  are  saiisfied,  upon  a deliberate  review  of  all  the 
public  and  private  accounis  tliat  have  reached  us  ffom 
Puebla,  that  no  news  of  a decisive  character  need  be 
looked  for  from  that  quarter  for  several  weeks;  one  rea- 
son for  this  impression  being  the  wanl  of  likelihood  that 
General  Scott  would  undertake  to  march  Ins  force  tor 
an  atiack  upon  the  ciiy  of  Mexico,  without  urgent 
necessity,  during  the  rainy  season,  which  began  on  the 
lUch  of  June,  and  will  not  end  before  late  in  Seplemoer. 
There  are  other  reasons  against  the  probability  of  an 
immediate  movement  by  the  main  body  of  the  army 
upon  Ihe  city;  but  ihis  one  reason  being  suffunent,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  stale  the  others  which  liave  influence 
upon  our  mind,  espeeiaily  as  ilicy  reach  us  througfi  pri- 
vale  channels. 
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NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMF.KT  B\  THE  PRESIDENT. 

AnJrew  11  Potts,  to  be  assistant  commissary,  with 
the  rank  of  captain,  in  the  volunteer  service. 

Ex-Governor  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War,  is  at 
Saratoga. 

The  Secret.vry  of  the  Treasury  has  reltirn- 
ed  to  the  seat  of  government,  with  his  tiealih  greatly 
improved . 

The  ounce  i.ettf.r.  For  the  benefit  of  our  sub- 
scriber we  publish  this  article.  We  have  been  at 
great  pains  to  ascertain  how  mucli  can  be  transmit- 
ted for  five  cents.  An  avoirdupois  half  ounce  is  218 
3-4  grains.  Wafers,  one  grain.  Sealing  wax,  usual 
quantity,  five  grains.  A sheet  of  foolscap  weighs 
172  grains;  letter  paper,  135.  Small  envelopes  42 
grains;  large  52.  You  can  send  a letter  300  miles 
for  five  cents,  containing,  viz.  the  sheet  of  paper 
with  a half  eagle  enclosed  under  wax.  A sheet  with 
a dime  and  a haif  enclosed,  secured  by  wafers.  A 
single  sheet  of  letter  paper  w'ith  a quarter  eagle  en- 
closed, secured  by  wax.  A sheet  of  foolscap  in  an 
envelope,  sealed  with  a wafer.  One  and  a half  sheets 
of  letter  paper,  secured  by  wax  or  wafer.  These 
calculations  are  baaed  upon  the  ordinary  letter  paper 
now  in  use.  By  using  a very  thin  French  paper  a 
greater  number  of  sheets  go  to  the  half  ounce  of 
course.  [Phil.  Sun. 

U.  S.  Funds.  There  is  a report  very  current 
about  town  that,  veiy  lately,  jj2,000,000  in  specie 
was  sent  from  a bank  in  New  York  to  New  Orleans 
for  war  purposes.  That  the  operation  miglit  not  pro- 
duce alarm  in  the  money  market,  the  money  was  ta- 
ken from  the  bank  at  midnight.  Can  the  report  be 
lrue.>  [Boston  Mias. 

It  is  true  that  ^2,000,000  in  specie  were  taken 
lately  from  this  city  and  sent  to  New'  Orleans,  via 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburg  and  the  Mississippi  river. — 
It  was  not,  however,  taken  from  a bank,  but  from 
the  subtrear.ury.  It  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  in 
charge  of  a clerk  belonging  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  was,  as  stated,  taken  from  the  treasury  a 
little  after  midnight  to  the  Philadelpliia  line.  This 
transaction  took  place  within  a day  or  two  after  the 
promulgation  of  the  report  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  made  with  the  Rothschilds,  by  which  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  move  coin,  and  the  day  after, 
those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  transporting  spe- 
cie south  for  the  department  had  been  informed  that 
none  would  be  wanted,  [JV'.  Y.  Tab. 

ATLANTIC  STE.AMCRS. 

The  JYiagara,  another  of  the  line  of- British  niail 
steamers  to  this  country,  passed  into  her  watery  ele- 
ment on  the  28th  July. 

The  Jhnerica,  building  at  Glasgow,  is  rapidly  pro- 
gressing, and — 

The  Europa,  the  third  of  this  class  of  steamers  for 
the  line  was  to  be  launched  jn  a few  days^all  three 
are  said  to  be  splendid  specimens  of  British  mari- 
time architecture. 

The  Great  Biifain,  on  Thursday,  the  29th  ult.,  was 
sufficiently  raised  to  leave  the  keel  completely  visi- 
ble, and  workmen  were  busily  engaged  in  repairing 
the  bottom,  the  vessel  being  suspended  in  the  air  by 
means  of  the  lever  the  wedge,  the  screw,  and  the 
large  boxes  of  sand.  Great  hopes  arc  entertained 
that  she  will  be  immediately  got  o.T. 

NAVAL  JOURNAL. 

The  U.  S.  steam  frigate  J\lississij>pi,  Sidney  Smith 
Lee,  Lieut.  Com’g,  arrived  at  Pensacola,  on  the  14tli 
just,  in  five  days  from  V'era  Cruz. 

The  Mississippi,  brought  over  for  the  naval  hospi- 
tal 144  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  belonging  to  the 
home  squadron.  Of  the  number  taken  from  the  oth- 
er vessels  of  the  squadron,  none  had  died  op  the  pas- 
■age,  and  nope  of  the  144  were  coefiiied  to  their 
hammocks. 
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Though  invalids,  they  were  able  to  be  about,  and 
the  sickness  could  not  be  considered  dangerous — 
Among  the  sick  are  Surgeon  Lewis  Minor  and  Pass- 
ed Assistant  Surgeon  .John  Thornley. 

All  communication  between  the  Mississippi  and 
tlie  shore  had  been  interdicted,  so  that  little  new.s 
transpired.  Com.  Perry  had  transferred  his  flag  to 
the  sloop  of  war  Germantown. 

The  fever  was  prevailing  to  a considerable  extent 
on  board  the  sloop  of  war  Decatur.  Midshipman 
Carmichael  had  recently  died  of  it. 

It  was  supposed  at  Pensacola  that  the  Mississippi 
would  shortly  return  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  her  crew  is  in 
tolerable  health.  Her  arrival  had  led  to  some  delay 
in  despatching  the  schooner  Flirt  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Surgeons  Geo.  Terrill  and  W.  A.  W.  Spotswood 
liavc  been  ordered  to  report  to  Com-  Perry  for  duty 
in  the  home  squadron.  It  continues  quite  healthy  in 
Pensacola.  tN'.  0.  Picayune. 

Mival  School.  In  addition  to  the  midshipmen  of 
the  date  of  1841,  who  were  examined  recently  and 
passed  at  the  naval  school,  Annapolis,  and  whose 
names  W’e  have  already  published,  there  are  two  gen- 
tlemen of  the  class  of  1840  who  wei'e  also  eNamined 
and  passed.  We  subjoin  their  names: 

Colville  Terrett,  of  Indiana,  appointed  January 
3,  1840,  W.  F.  Davidson,  of  Virginia,  appointed 
Feb.  20,  1840. 

The  Water  Witch,  U.  States  iron  steamer,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Totten,  will  leave  Washington  for 
Norfolk  in  a few  days,  at  which  port  she  will  take  in 
her  stores  previous  to  sailing  foi  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
(She  left  on  Thursday  for  Norfolk-) 

We  hear  that  Commander  A.  Slidell  Mackenzie, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
the  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Albany,  which  has 
just  reached  Boston,  after  a very  successful  cruise  in 
the  Gulf.  [JV'.  Y.  Gaz. 

Presentation  of  a sword  to  Lieut.  Marin.  Thurs- 
day evening,  the  26th,  was  appointed  for  the  presen- 
tation of  a sword  to  Lieut.  Marin,  the  gallant  partner 
of  Lieut.  Hunter,  in  the  capture  of  Alvarado  and 
Flacotalpam.  [JV*.  Y.  Herald. 

Outrage  on  our  Jlag-r-^^n  American  seaman  impressed. 
The  Eastport  Sentinel  furnishes  the  particulars  of 
a most  flagrant  offence,  which,  if  true,  will  require 
the  prompt  and  decided  action  of  our  government. 

The  Sentinel  says  that  from  facts  which  have  come 
to  its  knowledge,  it  is  quite  satisfied  that  the  brig 
Brookline,  of  that  port,  owned  by  John  W.  Bass, 
Esq.,  and  commanded  by  Ambrose  Spates,  was  over- 
taken at  sea  on  the  3d  inst.  by  Pier  Majesty’s  steam 
frigate  Columbia,  and  that  one  of  her  crew  was  for- 
cibly impressed  and  carried  on  board  the  steamer — 
The  Brookline  was  bound  from  Eastport  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  as  Capt.  Spates  did  not  communicate  with 
Ills  owner  after  the  outrage,  the  Sentinel  has  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  particulars.  But  Capt. 
John  Winchester,  of  the  Julia  Ann,  has  informed  it, 
that  on  the  3d  he  came  to  anchor  at  West  Quoddy, 
where  lie  found  the  Brookline,  and  was  told  by  Capt. 
Spates  that  the  Columbia  had  boarded  him  and  liad 
impressed  one  of  his  seamen.  As  the  Julia  Ann  was 
bound  into  port,  apd  belonged  to  the  same  owner, 
Capt.  Winchester  spared  a hand  to  supply  tlie  place 
of  the  one  abducted  from  the  deck  of  the  Brookline. 
The  Sentinel  was  informed  also  by  Capt.  John  Spates, 
of  the  schooner  Gen.  Foster,  that  the  outrage  was 
seen  by  him,  that  it  was  commiB-ed  outside  of  Camp- 
obello,  in  a calm,  and  when  the  Columbia  and  Brook- 
line were  ofT  Scott’s  Head. 

The  natio.nal  currency  and  Mexican  mines. — 

The  following  leading  editorial  of  the  N.  York 
Tiue  Swn,  of  the  l/th  is  inserted  as  affording  an  ad- 
mini-strution  party  view  of  the  several  subjects  on 
wliich  it  treats. 

Nationau  currency. — It  is  a curious  fact,  not  gen- 
erally considered,  that  the  United  States,  since  their 
Independence,  have  paid  |,1 5,000,000  of  foreign  re- 
volutionary loans,  and  [^20,000,000  for  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  have  earned  besides  #135,- 
000,000  of  the  prerioiH  nietals  which  constitutes  the 


specie  currency  of  the  country,  in  addition  to  the 
quantity  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  plate  and 
ornaments.  In  as  much  as  that  the  mines  have  pro- 
duced but  little,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  metals  in 
the  country,  have  been  obtained  for  products  of  in- 
dustry sold  abroad,  showing  that  what  is  called  “the 
balance  of  trade”  has  always  been  in  favor  of  the 
country  and  since  1843  eminently  so.  While  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  colonies  the  trade  was  so  restricted 
that  but  little  progress  could  be  made  in  a genepal 
way,  and  the  use  of  paper  for  mopey  prevented  a de- 
mand for  the  preejoqs  metals  for  use  as  a currency. 
After  the  formation  of  the  governpiept  the  specie 
currency  increased,  but  by  no  means  in  proportion  to 
the  growth  of  tlie  country  or  the  amount  of  its  otir- 
rency.  General  Jackson  on  his  accession  to  the  pre- 
sidency, was  the  first  to  insist  upon  the  importance  of 
a national  currency  in  specie.  The  United  States 
being  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  had 
far  less  than  its  proportiion  of  specie,  and  its  ratio  to 
the  whole  circulation  was  felt  to  be  far  less  than  was 
safe.  As  compared  with  England  it  was  very  small, 
as  indicated  ip  the  amount  coined,  In  ISlGua  gen- 
eral coinage  took  place  in  England,  and  the  amount 
coined  from  that  time  up  to  1830  was  #278,772,550; 
and  this  may  be  taken  as  nearly  the  amount  in  the 
Kingdom.  The  whole  coinage  of  the  United  States 
from  1793  up  to  1830  was  #48,100,968,  or  about 
one  sixth  of  England.  The  currency  therefore  com- 
pared as  follows: 

Bank  Paper  to 
Population.  Coinage  circulation,  specie. 
G.  B.  16,539,310  278,772,550  147,320,520  1 to  2 
U.  S.  12,866,020  48,100,968  64,172,840  1 to  g 
The  proportion  of  coin  in  England  to  the  paper 
was  held  to  be  too  small  for  a steady  currency,  which 
is  of  the  utmost  imporlance  in  securing  a certain  re- 
ward to  industry.  If  it  was  too  small  in  Rnglapd  it 
was  evidently  utterly  deficient  in  the  United  States; 
and  therefore  it  became  the  imperative  duty  of  con- 
giess  to  facilitate  its  increase.  The  gold  bills  of 
1834-7  were  passed  jn  this  view,  and  the  plan  of 
giving  additional  ippportapee  to  the  specie  circulation 
by  separating  the  banks  froiu  the  government  and  re- 
cognizing only  the  constitutional  currency.  The  ex 
plosion  of  the  banks  and  the  withdrawal  of  their  pa- 
per from  circulation,  produced  through  the  want  cf 

a broader  specie  basis,  aided  in  its  acquirement 

Further  to  promote  the  coinage,  branch  mipts  tyere 
established  at  Charlotte,  N C,,  Dahlonega,  Ga.,  and 
New  Orleans,  in  1838.  Jf  we  take  ' Rom  official 
source  the  quantity  of  specie  imported  and  exported, 
the  product  of  the  United  States’  mines,  the  amount 
of  coinage,  and  the  export  of  American  coin  before 
and  since  1838,  we  shall  obsei  ve  the  progress  of  the 
currency  as  follows: 

SUPPLY  or  THE  PRECIOUS  METAJ-S  AKp  COINAGE  OF  THE 


UNITED  STATES, 


Import  since  1821 
Export  do  do 

1793  to  1838 

inclusive. 

162,146,352 
100,1 23,79  i 

Excess 

Product  of  mines 

62,023,161 

5,562,600 

Supply 

#67,585,751 

Coinage 
Export  as  coin 

77,000,000 

6,423,613 

Increase  of  currency  70,576,382 

1839  to  1846 
inclusive. 
59,421,311 
41,798,054 


17,623,267 
0,290,968 

#23,914.226 

42,514,825 
9,714,774 

32.800,051 

o---  j .tuS  been  nearly 

half  as  much  as  in  the  previons  forty  five  year^.  In 
the  flrst  six  months  of  1847,  it  has  already  reached 
#8,000,000  in  all  tlie  mints,  and  in  July  it  was  #2,- 
000,000  at  New  Orleans,  making  #10,000,000,  with 
an  importation  tyhicli  lias  reached  #25,000,000.  The 
coinage  lor  Re  year  will  nearly  equal  jt.  Considera- 
ble sums  of  money  are  brought  annually  into  the 
country  by  immigrapls  that  do  not  appear  in  the 
above  return.  These  supply  the  demand  for  manu- 
factures. and  make  up  the  diserepancy  between  ths 
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coinage  and  the  apparent  supply  of  the  metals,  in 
addition  to  the  recoinage,  If  now  we  compare  the 
bank  circulation,  Jan.  1837,  with  that  for  January, 
1847,  we  shall  see  the  proportion  of  the  circulation 
as  follows: 

Specie  in  Bak.  Bak.  circulat’n.  New  coin’ge. 

1830  22,914,917  64,172,830  48,100.968 

1839  45,132,673  135,170,995  70,576,382 

1847  37,195,307  109,626,487  103,276,433 


fm 

1839  7,937,366  25,544,498 

Increase  32.800,051 

Deducting  the  specie  lost  by  the  banks  from  the  cir- 
culation withdrawn,  and  the  curreney  has  diminished 
about  p6,000,000  by  their  means,  while  the  coin- 
age has  increased  ^4800,051.  In  the  present  year 
$20,000,000  more  specie  and  $10,000,000  bank  pa- 
per will  be  added  to  the  currency. 

By  those  means  it  js  observable  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  enlarging  the  specie  basis  of  the  circulation 
has  been  attained  to  a very  considerable  extent,  and 
the  coinage  has  become  equal  to  the  paper  circulation, 
having  increased  150  per  cent  since  the  reform  was 
attempted  in  1830. 

It  is  curious  that  while  the  whole  coinage  of  the 
United  States,  from  1793  to  1840,  was  but  $77,000,- 
000,  in  gold,  silver  and  copper,  the  exports  of  the 
precious  metals  from  Vera  Cruz  reached  $141,464,- 
725  in  the  same  period.  Of  this  $113,000  went  to 
Spain  and  its  possessions.  Before  the  Mexican  Inde- 
pendence-the  average  production  was,  from  1790  to 
1800,  $23,170,226  per  annum;  from  1800  to  1810, 
$22,664,672.  Since  then  it  has  been  reduced  to 
twelve  and  fourteen  millions  per  annum,  through  the 
distracted  state  of  the  country.  The  annual  export 
were,  under  the  Spanish  Government,  on  private  ac- 
count, $10,000,000;  and  smuggled  to  avoid  the  duty, 
say  $3,000,000.  Under  the  United  States  occupa- 
tion, it  is  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  a large  por- 
tion of  these  metals  will  come  to  this  country.  The 
Government  tax  upon  the  export  of  coin  is  3 per 
cent,  and  the  cost  of  defending  the  mines,  protecting 
the  product  on  its  way  to  the  coast,  and  thence  ship- 
pina  it  to  England,  is  a severe  drawback  upon  the 
profits.  It  has  been  suggested  that,  instead  of  sub- 
jecting it  to  all  this  cost,  it  may  be  exchanged  with 
the  American  agents  for  government  hills,  payable 
either  in  New  York  or  New  Orleans — by  which 
means  the  army  will  be  supplied  with  specie  without 
drawing  any  from  the  United  States;  and  the  owners 
of  the  specie,  by  investing  the  proceeds  of  govern- 
ment bills  in  sterling  bills,  which  are  now  4 per  cent 
below  par,  will  make  10  to  15  per  cent  more  than 
by  the  piesent  process  of  shipment.  It  is  a well  as- 
certained fact  that,  from  the  extraordinary  richness 
of  the  mines,  especially  in  the  department  of  Du- 
rango and  Sonoro,  that  in  a quiet  state  of  the  coun- 
try $40,000,000  per  annum  may  be  easily  produced, 
and  the  whole  of  it  turned  in  the  course  of  trade 
through  the  United  States,  instead  of  being  as  here- 
tofore, shipped  to  Spain. 

Next  to  the  w'ant  of  security  in  Mexico,  the  want 
of  good  machines  and  civilized  laborers  has  been 
a great  cause  of  the  small  product  of  the  mines,  and 
the  failure  of  those  numerous  English  companies  pro- 
jected in  1825.  An  orderly  government  under  Uni- 
ted States’  occupying  troops,  would  remedy  these 
evils,  and  make  available  the  treasure  house  of  the 
world;  and  the  United  States,  instead  of  possessing 
the  least  specie  currency,  will  come  to  possess  the 
most,  and  be  the  dispenser  of  money  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Agriculture  and  mining  are  clearly  the  lea- 
ding interests  of  the  country. 

Californi.\. — Col.  Stevenson''s  Command.  The  ship 
Brutus,  which  took  out  that  portion  of  the  California 
regiment  that  was  left  behind  here,  on  the  morning 
the  transports  took  so  precipitate  a departure,  arriv- 
ed at  the  port  of  her  destination  on  the  18th  April 
Not  having  been  spoken  or  heard  of  .since  her  depar- 
ture from  this  port,  it  was  feared  that  the  B.  had  suf- 
fered some  disaster;  but  though  she  did  not  sail  till 
some  weeks  after  the  Preble  and  the  other  three 
vessels,  after  all,  in  a passage  of  156  days,  she 
reached  San  Francisco  only  one  day  behind  the  for- 
mer. The  Loo  Choo,  Susan  Drew  and  the  Thomas 
H.  Perkins  are  reported  as  still  in  port  there. 

[dV.  Y.  Exp-ess. 

The  Sub-Tfveasut.y.— An  optrationj  of  the  sub- 
treasury has  lately  called  foilh  considerable  com- 


ment in  some  of  the  papers.  The  transaction  has 
been  thus  slated  and  commented  on. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

The  Svh.-Treasury. — It  has  been  rumored,  for  a 
day  or  two,  that  arrangements  were  making  for  the 
transportation  of  one  or  two  millions  of  specie  to 
New  Orleans,  via  the  magnetic  telegraph,  or  in 
some  oiher  mysterious  way,  by  which  the  specie 
should  remain  in  Wall  street,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  government  should  have  it  in  New  Orleans.  We 
can  now  say  that  the  arrangement  was  yesterday 
consummated^one  million  of  specie  being  taken  out 
of  the  sub-treasury  and  placed  in  the  State  Bank,  as 
the  first  step  of  its  progress  southward. 

We  cannot,  ol  course,  know  what  security  is  ta- 
ken by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  the  specie 
shall  be  delivered  in  New  Orleans.  It  is  probably 
an  agreement  of  certain  banks  or  individuals  to  pay 
the  sum  stipulated  within  a specified  time,  it  being 
understood  that  they  get  it  there  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  find  convenient  or  profitable.  When  the 
government  employs  the  express  houses  to  transport 
their  funds,  a bill  of  lading  or  receipt  is  given  for 
certain  boxes  containing  so  mucii  specie;  and  the 
delivery  by  them  of  any  other  boxes,  or  any  altera- 
tion of  the  contents,  would  be  a breach  of  contract. 

In  such  cases  we  are  bound  to  suppose  the  govern- 
ment allows  no  tampering  with  its  money.  But  the 
arrangement  completed  yesterday  is  of  a different 
character.  It  does  not  require  the  delivery  of  the 
identical  specie,  but  merely  an  equivalent  amount  of 
specie,  and  hence  adds  to  the  responsibility  assumed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  of  the  parties 
with  whom  the  arrangement  is  made — not  merely 
that,  as  honest  men,  they  will  transport  it  safely,  but 
that,  as  solvent  men,  they  w ill  be  able  to  deliver  it 
at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  because  they  are 
allowed  the  use  of  the  money  until  the  time  specified 
for  its  repayment. 

The -Sdiierfisei’ proceeds  to  comment  on  thi.s  as  a 
violation  of  the  sub-treasury  law  and  to  speak  of 
the  transaction  as  a loaning  of  the  government  funds, 
and  as  such,  a felony  in  Mr.  Walker. 

On  this  the  JVetu  York  Courier  remarks  as  follows: 
“There  is,  we  believe,  no  doubt  but  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  order  to  save  to  the  government  the 
expense  ol  transporting  the  specie  to  New  Orleans, 
and  in  order  to  guard  against  a further  drain  of  two 
millions  of  specie  from  this  city,  has  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  a capitalist  by  which  the  wants  of 
the  treasury  will  be  supplied, and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  specie  not  be  moved.  Such,  we  learn,  will  be 
the  effect  of  the  arrangement;  and  right  glad  are  we 
to  learn  it.  But  ttie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  we 
understand,  simply  turns  over  the  specie  liere  to  Mr. 
A B,  with  orders  to  deliver  the  amount  in  New  Or- 
leans on  a day  named!  This  is  doubtless  in  compli- 
ance with  the  Idler  of  a bad  law  ; and  the  single  fact 
that  it  cannot  be  carried  out  in  its  spirit,  demonstrates 
that  it  should  be  rejected.  The  procedure,  however, 
is  one  which  cannot  be  otherwise  than  favorable  to 
commerce,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  save  a large 
sum  to  the  country.  If  it  also  proves  the  folly  of 
the  sub-treasury,  so  much  the  better.  We  certainly 
shall  not  complain  of  it  on  that  a..count.’’ 

The  Union  gives  the  following  explanation  ol  the 
transaetion: 

“Now  the  transfer  made  by  the  secretary  is  in 
exact  conformity  not  only  w ith  the  lelter,  but  also 
with  the  spirit  of  the  law.  'J'he  power  is  not  to 
transport  specie  from  one  depository  to  another,  but 
to  ''transfer  moneys.” 

Now,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  the  same 
identical  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  niust  be  transpor- 
ted from  the  depository  in  N.  York  to  the  depository 
in  New  Orleans,  or  whether  the  same  amount  of  specie 
may  not  law  fully  be  translerred  under  the  law. — 
The  secretary  is  to  “transfer  moneys”  from  one 
depository  to  another  “at  his  discretion,”  “as  the  safe- 
ty of  tl  e public  moneys  and  the  convenience  of  the 
public  service  shall  seem  to  him  to  require.”  The 
secretary  is  vested  by  law  with  full  “discretion”  to 
judge  of  the  mode  of  transfer,  and  is  to  make  the 
transfer  in  stick  mode  or  modes  as  he  may  deem  most 
safe  and  convenient. 

Well,  what  is  the  present  case?  Tlie  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  called  upon  by  the  war  department,  a few 
weeks  in  advance,  to  place  certain  amounts  in  .-■•pecie,  al 
certain  dates,  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  prosecution  of  ihe 
war.  Based  upon  tlie  requisitions,  tlie  secreiary,  under 
the  law,  contracts  with  a capitalisi  ol  undoubted  solven- 
cy at  New  York,  who  receives  the  specie  theVe,  to  de- 
posite  the  amounts  required  in  specie  at  New  Orleans  at 
the  limes  designated  by  the  secretary  of  w'ur.  'J'o  the 
secretary  and  ilife  government  it  makes  no  difference 
wlietlier  the  same  identical  dollars  be  deposited  in  New 
Orleans,  provided  the  ainuuiii  in  specie  is  ihe  same,  and 
that  the  deposiie  recerced  m specie  is  mutZe  in  specie.  Nor 
does  the  law  make,  either  in  its  letter  or  spirit,  any  such 
absurd  requisition  as  todeposite  the  identical  dollars;  nor 
has  it  over  been  so  construed,  but  always  otherwise. 


In  the  present  case,  the  transfer  was  made  of  two  mil; 
lions  in  specie,  to  be  delivered  in  specie  at  New  Orleans 
within  an  average  period  of  ihiriy  riglu  davs  from  the 
actual  receipt  of  the  money  in  NewYork.  Now,  in  the 
present  stage  of  llie  water,  it  would  take  at  least  twenty 
days  to  transport  the  specie  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans,  even  ifit  were  all  sent  at  once  in  the  same  con- 
veyance; but  as  this  might  probably  be  unsafe  or  im- 
practicable, we  submit  whether  an  average  period  of 
thirty  eight  days  is  too  lone  to  allow  for  the  transfer  of 
two  millions  in  specie  {com  New  York  to  New  Orleans. 
The  idea  of  a loan  never  entered  into  the  head  of  the 
secretary,  nor,  considering  the  duty  to  be  performed, 
would  such  a thing  be  possible.  The  secreiary,  under 
the  law,  simply  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  .'o  much 
specie  in  New  Orleans;  and,  if  the  party  making  the  con- 
tract already  has  ihe  specie  of  his  own  in  New  Orleans, 
is  it  not  much  more  safe  and  convenient  for  him  lode- 
posiie  that  specie  in  New  Orleans,  w hich  is  already  there, 
raiher  than  incur  die  greater  delay  and  liazard  of  sending 
from  New  York  in  New  Orleans  the  identical  dollars 
received  at  New  York?  The  truth  is.  such  an  idea  never 
occurred  to  any  friend  ofthe  constitutional  treasury;  and 
it  i s only  its  enemies  who  desire  to  destroy  it  by  render- 
ing it  nnsafe  or  impracticable,  that  can  give  the  law 
such  a construction.’’ 

BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  OREGON. 

While  the  Californians  quarrel,  or  argue,  about  the 
site  of  the  city,  which  is  intended  to  be  the  metro- 
politan queen  of  all  the  coasts  and  islands  of  the  Pa- 
cific, speculation  has  some  thoughts  touching  the  des- 
tinies of  the  more  norlhernly  regions  of  Oregon  and 
Russian  America,  and  is  disposed,  in  particular.,  to 
estimate  the  comparative  advantages  of  British  and 
American  Oregon.  The  line  has  been  drawn,  the  ter- 
ritory has  been  divided — at  least  upon  paper, — and 
war  has  been  avoided;  but  some  national  feelings  of 
discontent  and  jealousy  still,  naturally,  exist;  and 
Great  Britain  and  America  evince  a disposition  to 
continue  the  old  warfare  of  titles  under  the  new 
form  of  a rivalry  of  colonization,  each  aiming  at  the 
same  ultimate  prize,  the  command  of  the  commerce 
of  the  South  Seas.  The  English  have  already  broach- 
ed a project  of  colonizing  Vancouver’s  Island,  appa- 
rently in  the  hope  of  completing  the  organization  of 
a strong  colonial  government  there,  by  which  all 
American  Oregon  may  be  kept  in  a kind  of  depen- 
dency or  vassalage,  while  the  attention  of  the  Ame- 
ricans is  diverted  from  their  now  “clear  and  unques- 
tionable” possession  south  of  49  deg.  to  the  new  ac- 
quisition of  California.  Perhaps  the  whole  scheme 
is  connected  with  the  consideration  of  the  present 
state  of  things  in  American  Oregon,  in  which  the 
English  possess  so  many  trading  forts  and  farms  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Columbia,  in  view,  too,  of  the 
possibility  of  a war  occurring  between  the  two  na- 
tions within  the  next  quarter  of  a century.  It  is  not 
likely,  however,  that  Jonathan,  who  has  all  John’s 
passion  for  rule  and  territory,  and  has  never  yet  giv- 
en up  an  inch  of  land  upon  which  his  foot  has  been 
once  successfully  planted,  will  be  caught  napping; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  any  drain  of  emigration  to- 
wards California  can  very  materially  postpone  the  co- 
lonization of  the  valley  of  the  Columbia.  Supposing 
the  efforts  of  the  two  nations  on  the  west  coast  to  be 
equally  vigorous,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  figure  out 
the  result,  from  a mere  comparison  of  the  natural 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  countries, 
now  possessed  by,  as  they  have  been  divided  by  trea- 
ty between,  the  two  governments. 

Taking  the  Oregon  territory  as  a whole,  it  is  far 
from  being  a very  valuable  one,  considered  in  refer- 
ence to  its  natural  resources  and  capacity  to  sustain 
a large  population.  It  is  a vast  expanse  of  moun- 
tains, savage  and  barren;  with  valleys  of  lava,  sand, 
or  naked  rock,  parched  and  uncultivable.  The  riv- 
ers are  wild  torrents,  roaring  down  tremendous  ra 
vines,  in  continual  succession  of  rapids  and  cataracts. 
Timber,  even  luel,  ts  extremely  scarce;  and  worm- 
wood takes  the  place  of  the  ordinary  herbage.  There 
are  nooks  of  good  land  here  and  there;  and  sometimes 
the  mountains  are  fertile,  while  the  valleys  are  ste- 
rile; but  the  above  is  the  general  character  of  the 
interior,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  reader  who  has  fol- 
lowed Fremont  along  the  route  of  the  emigrants  in 
the  south,  and  Sir  George  Simpson  in  the  track  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  traders  in  the  north.  All  the  really 
valuable  lands  of  Oregon  are  on  the  coast,  in  the 
strip  between  the  sea  and  the  western  range  of  moun- 
tains. extending  from  California,  where  it  is  kovm  as 
the  Sierra  Nevada,  through  Oregon,  where  it  is  call- 
ed the  Cascade  Range,  until  it  sweeps  the  shores  of 
the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  and  is  lost  in  the  far  north — 
All  this  strip  of  coast  is  rich  in  forests,  grass  and  fer- 
tile soil,  and  the  rivers  running  through  it  are  free 
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from  falls.  It  narrows,  however,  as  it  proceels 
north;  and  it  may  be  saiJ  entirely  to  cease  at  the 

mouth  of  Frazer’s  river,  under  ths  49th  parallel. 

From  that  latitude,  northward  the  whole  coast  is,  like 
the  interior,  a confusion  of  rugged  Alpine  heights; 
whose  feet,  washed  by  the  sea,  scarce  allow  space  of 
level  ground  sudicient  for  the  trading  forts  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  “So  uneven,  in  short,”  says 
Sir  George  Simpson,  “is  the  whole  country,  that 
within  any  reasonable  distance  of  a stream  or  a 

lake,  a level  .site  for  a fort  can  hardly  be  found 

Moreover,  this  land  of  rocks  is  as  difficult  of  access, 
except  on  the  immediate  margin  of  the  sea,  as  it  is 
impracticable  in  itself.  Most  of  the  streams  to  the 
northward  of  Frazer’s  river  are  mere  torrents,  which 
being  fed  in  summer  by  the  melting  of  the  snows, 
and  in  winter  by  the  watering  deluges  of  this  dismal 
climate,  plunge  headlong  in  deep  gullies  between  the 
contiguous  bases  of  precipitous  heights  of  every  form 
and  magnitude.”  Among  those  Alpine  ramparts,  the 
great  Frazer’s  river  has  a navigation  of  only  twenty 
five  miles:  and  the  country  of  New  Caledonia,  which 
it  waters,  cut  off  from  access  to  the  sea  through  its 
own  river  channel,  is  compelled  to  see  its  fur  trade 
carried  on  over  land  to  the  distant  Okanagan  and 
Columbia,  and  thence,  by  a long  circuit,  down  to 
Fort  Vancouver. 

All  this  fertile  region  of  the  coast,  then,  being 
south  of  49°,  belongs  to  American  Oregon,  and  none 
of  it  to  the  British,  whose  sole  compensation  is  found 
in  Vancouver’s  Island.  This  island  is  some  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  wide:  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty 
long.  Its  whole  area  cannot  exceed  1 5,000  square 
miles — about  one  third  that  of  an  ordinary  Ameri- 
can State.  It  has  some  excellent  harbors;  and,  al- 
though the  interior  is  still,  for  the  most  part,  a terra 
incognita,  it  is  supposed  to  contain  abundance  of 
good  soil;  which,  however,  is  not  very  probable,  con- 
sidering that  the  whole  island  is  a cluster  of  the  same 
savage  mountains  which  form  the  main;  mountains 
. so  high  that  it  is  one  of  the  grand  features  of  the 
[ Gulf  of  Georgia,  that  it  is  walled  in  on  both  sides 
I throughout  its  whole  extent,  by  peaks  covered  with 
perpetual  snow.  No  colony  can  be  founded  on  Van- 

rcouver’s  Island  capable  of  competing  with  the  Arne-. 

rican  settlements,  which  will  be  formed  in  Oregon, - 

' in  the  Nisqually  country  around  the  beautiful  waters 
of  Admiralty  Inlet,  and  in  the  Cowlitz  valley, — but 
^ more  particularly  on  the  Lower  Columbia,  and  in  the 
valley  of  the  Willamette. 

The  coasts  of  British  Oregon  are  incapable  of  co- 
lonization. The  Island  of  Vancouver  may  permit 
some  feeble  settlements,  separated  by  impassable 
, mountains,  from  settlements  still  more  feeble,  which 
may  grow  around  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company’s  forts 
■ in  New  Caledonia.  Both  must  exist  at  the  mercy  of 
the  people  who  possess  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
and  will  stretch  in  a line  of  unl)rokcn  occupation, 
from  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  to  the  Straits  of  Fu- 
ca.  And  all  the  toil  and  treasure  which  the  English 
^ may  expend  in  establishing  such  rival  colonies,  can 
only  result  in  providing  petty  states,  to  be  hereafter 
. annexed  to  the  Oregon  of  the  Americans. 

; [JVb)y/t  Jimer.  Gaz. 


FOREIGN. 


' GREAT  BRITAIN. 

I The  queen  prorogued  parliament  on  the  23d  July, 
and  wag  expected  to  leave  for  Scotland  on  the  9tb 
August  in  her  yacht. 

THE  queen's  speech. 

» Prorogation  of  parliament,  Friday  July  23d.  This 
being  the  day  for  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  the 

* doors  were  opened  at  twelve— and,  soon  after  the 
house  of  peers  was  occupied  by  ladies  of  rank  in  full 
dress.  The  foreign  ambassadors  wore  dressed  in  full 
costume,  several  of  them  displaying  the  ribbons  and 
jewels  of  their  several  orders  of  knighthood.  The 
peers,  in  their  robes,  began  to  arrive  shortly  before 
1 one;  and  her  majesty,  accompanied  by  I’rince  Albert, 
and  state,  entered  the  house  shortly  after  two  o’clock. 
Her  majesty  taking  her  seal  upon  the  throne,  com- 
I uianded  the  attendance  of  the  house  of  commons  at 
the  bar. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  dressed  in 
state  robes,  and  attended  by  several  members,  then 
appeared  at  the  bar,  and  addressed  her  majesty  in 
thre  usual  (term.  Her  majesty  then  prorogued  par- 
liament in  the  following  gracious  speech, 

“JWi/  Lords  and  Gentlemen: 

I have  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  release 
you  from  the  duties  ol  a laborious  and  anxious  ses- 
1 sion.  1 cannot  take  leave  of  you,  without  expressing 


mv  cratefiil  sense  of  the  assiduity  an  1 zeal  with 
which  you  have  applied  yourselves  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  public  interests. 

Your  attention  has  been  principallv  ilirer.tod  to 
'he  measures  of  iinmadiale  relief  which  a great  an  1 
unprecedcntoil  oalanaity  renlered  necessary. 

I have  given  my  cheerful  assent  to  those  laws 
which,  by  allowing  the  free  admission  of  gr.iin,  and 
by  affording  facilities  for  the  use  of  sugar  in  brewe- 
ries and  distilleries,  tend  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
human  food,  and  to  promote  commercial  intercourse. 

I rejoice  to  find  that  you  have  in  no  instanm  pro- 
posed new  restrictions,  or  interfered  with  the  liberty 
of  foreign  or  internal  trade,  as  a mode  of  relieving 
distress.  I feel  assured  that  snoh  measures  are 
generally  iiiefl'eclual,  and,  in  some  cases,  aggravate 
the  evils  for  the  alleviation  for  which  they  are  adopt- 
ed. 

1 cordially  approve  the  acts  of  large  and  liberal 
bounty  by  which  you  have  assuaged  the  sufferings  of 
my  Irish  subjects.  1 have  also  readily  given  my 
sanction  to  a 1-aw  to  make  belter  provision  for  the 
permanent  relief  of  the  destitute  in  Iretand. 

I have  likewise  given  my  assent  to  various  bills  cal 
cglated  to  promote  the  agricultural  and  develop  the 
industry  of  that  portion  of  the  Unithd  Kingdom. — 
■Vly  attention  shall  he  directed  to  such  further  mea 
sures  as  my  be  conducive  to  those  salutary  purposes. 

My  relations  with  foreign  powers  continue  to  in- 
spire me  with  confidence  in  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

It  has  afforded  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that 
the  measures  which,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  the 
French,  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  the  Queen  of  Por- 
tugal, I have  taken  for  the  pacification  of  Portugal, 
have  been  attended  with  success;  and  that  the  civil 
war  which  for  many  months  had  afijicted  that  coun- 
try, has  at  last  been  brought  to  a bloodless  termina 
lion. 

1 indulge  the  hope  that  future  differences  between 
political  parties  in  that  country  may  be  settled  with- 
out an  appeal  to  arms. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons;- 
I thank  you  for  your  willingness  in  granting  me 
the  necessary  supplies;  they  shall  be  applied  with 
due  care  and  economy  to  the  public  service. 

1 am  happy  to  inform  you  that,  notwithstanding 
the  high  price  of  food,  the  revenue  has,  up  to  the 
present  time,  been  more  productive  than  I had  rea 
son  to  anlicipate.  The  incresed  use  of  articles  of 
general  consumption  has  chiefly  contributed  to  this 
result.  The  revenue  derived  from  sugar,  especially, 
has  been  greatly  augmented  by  the  removal  of  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  foreign  sugar. 

The  various  grants  which  you  have  made  for 
education  in  the  United  Kingdom,  will,  1 trust,  be 
conducive  to  the  religious  and  moral  improvement 
of  my  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen: 

1 think  proper  to  inform  you  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion immediately  to  dissolve  the  present  parliament. 

1 rely  with  confidence  on  the  loyalty  to  the  throne, 
and  attachment  to  the  free  institutions  of  this  coun- 
try, which  animate  the  great  body  of  ray  people.  I 
join  with  them  in  supi-licalions  to  Almighty  God 
that  the  dearth  by  winch  we  have  been  alilicted  may, 
by  the  Divine  blessing,  be  couveited  into  cheapness 
and  plenty. 

The  day  being  unusually  fine,  the  procession  down 
to  the  hoiiee  presented  a most  animating  and  brilli- 
ant spectacle.  Her  majesty  looked  exceedingly  well, 
and  appeared  in  high  health  and  spirits. 

Literally,  no  business  was  done  in  either  house — 
the  parliament  simply  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
being  piorogued. 

A supplement  appears  to  the  London  Gazette,  of 
the  23d  ult.  containing  the  Royal  Proclamation  for 
dissolving  the  present  parliament,  and  declaring  the 
calling  of  another.  The  proclamation  says: *  *‘VVe  do 
hereby,  by  this  our  Royal  Proclamation,  under  our 
great  seal  of  our  United  Kingdom,  require  writs 
lorlliwith  to  be  issued  accordingly  by  our  said  chan- 
cellors re.'pectively,  for  causing  the  Lmds  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  and  Commons,  who  are  to  serve  in 
the  said  parliament,  to  be  duly  returned  to,  and  give 
their  attendance  in  our  said  parliament,  which  writs 
are  to  be  returnable  on  Tuesday , the  2Ist  day  of 
September  next,” 

A return  obtained  by  Lord  Geo.  Bentinck,  shows 
the  amount  of  grain.  Hour  and  meal,  reduced  to 
quarter.",  entered  for  home  conaumptioii  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  the  years  ending  5th  of  June,  1845, 
iSdfJ,  and  1847-  In  the  first  period,  the  lolnl  was 
2,667,054  quarters;  in  thenext  1,361,097;  while  in  the 
jear  ending  the  5Ui  of  June,  1847,  the  total  rose  to 
9,548,870. 

7’he  elections,  for  members  to  the  new  parliament 
bad  taken  place  in  musl  of  the  English  and  Scutch 
towns.  Imporlanl  changes  had  taken  place  on  both 
sides,  but  the  ministry  on  the  whole  have  gained  in 
strcnglfi  and  intiueiice. 


In  London.  Lord  John  R issell,  Mr.  Patlison,  BarJ 
on  Rothschild,  and  Mr.  Masterton,  all  free  traJer" 
sml  friends  of  the  present  whig  administration,  are 
elected.  In  Liver,).)  >1,  tw  ) free  traders,  Mr.  Cald. 
veil  and  S'ir  Tho  na<  Birch,  are  elected.  Mr.  Coh. 
den  has  been  returne.i  for  Stockport,  and  .Mr.  Bright 
for  Manchester,  the  latter  witho-it  opposition.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  is  returned  as  usual  f,)r  Ta  nworth,  and 
it  has  heel  confi  lenily  affirmed  that  he  will  enter 
into  alliance  » ith  Lord  John  Russell,  who  is  to  be 
raised  to  the  peerage,  and  to  conduct  the  business  of 
government  in  the  upper  hnuse,  while  Sir  Robert 
resumes  the  leadership  of  the  c i nmons. 

On  the  other  hand.  Lord  John  Russell  has  lost 
some  firm  supporters;  among  them  three  members 
of  his  cabinet,  viz:  Mr.  Macaulay,  Sir  John  Cam 
Hobhouse  of  Nottinghim,  and  .VIr.  Hawes  of  Lam- 
beth. The  county  elections  have  not  yet  taken 
place. 

The  London  .Morniig  Chronicle  gives  the  follow- 
ing probable  state  of  parties  in  the  new  parliament. 
As  compared  with  the  Iasi  p.arliament  it  shows  a 
loss  of  35  t(  .he  protectionists: 

“Seats. 

Already  giined  by  liberals  from  protectionists  39 


Lost  by  liberals  and  gained  by  protectio  lists  7 

Absolute  gain  froiii  protectionists  23 

Gained  by  liberals  from  Peelites 
Lost  by  liberals  and  gained  by  Peelites  19 

Absolute  gain  frim  Peellto  5 

Total  ab.sohile  gain  of  the  liberals  on  the  bo- 
rough elections  28 


If  the  liberals  gain  upon  the  whole  election,  as 
we  have  supposed,  15  seats  from  the  Peelites  and  35 
seats  from  the  protectionists,  the  numbers  will  then 
stand  thus:. 


Liberals 

533 

Peelites 

97 

Protectionists 

223 

Total 

653 

This  would  give  the  liberals  a majority  of  eight 
over  the  two  sections  of  conservatives.  This,  wa 
are  convinced,  is  not  far  from  the  result  which  will 
be  arrived  at;  and  we  should  not  be  much  surprise  1 
to  find,  instead  of  a majority  on  any  side,  an  exactly 
even  division  of  the  house  of  commons. 

The  earl  of  Dalhousie  has  been  proposed  as  lha 
new  governor  general  of  India,  and  Sir  Henry  Pqtr 
linger  as  governor  of  Madras.  Sir  Harry  Smith,  tlie 
hero  of  Aliwal,  is  to  succeed  PoRinger  as  governor 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Plope. 

Bebale  in  parliament — American  relief  to  Ireland  — 
An  interesting  discussion  took  place  in  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  29lh  of  July,  on  the  subject  of  do- 
nations of  food  received  by  the  people  of  Ireland 
from  the  United  Stales.  The  foil-awing  is  a synops.a 
of  this  debate: 

Mr,  Brother  "’n  moved  an  address  la  her  majesty, 
“that  she  will  ,e  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  house  a copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  aff'airs  to  her 
Britannic  majesty’s  minister  at  Washingto.'i,  acknow- 
ledging the  donation  in  food  and  money  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  for 
the  relief  of  the  famine  in  Ireland.”  Tlie  honorable 
gentleman  then  referred  to  the  great  amount  of  mis- 
ery and  destitution  which  had  been  experienced  in 
Ireland,  and  to  the  very  large  contributions  raised  in 
America  for  the  reliel  of  that  country,  one  commit- 
tee having  raised  a sum  of  not  less  than  <fl99,999 
and  anotlier  of  .€69,909.  The  expedition  with  which 
these  large  contributions  were  converted  into  food 
and  transmitted  to  Ireland  was  also  matter  of  a ir- 
rise  as  well  as  gratitude.  The  honorable  gentleman 
aving  read  the  extracts  from  several  letters  receiv- 
ed from  various  parts  of  Ifie  United  States,  to  show 
the  promptitude  with  which  the  humane  exertions 
of  tlie  American  people  were  conducted,  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  alter  the  manifestation  of  such 
kindly  feelings  on  their  part,  we  could  no  less  than 

give  expression  to  the  gratitude  which  we  felt. 

(Hear,  hear.)  He  regarded  the  conduct  of  Amerir 
ca,  jn  til  is  respect,  as  of  great  importance,  seeing  it 
tended  to  conlirin  those  friendly  relations  that  exist- 
ed between  ttie  two  countries,  and  would  aid  in  lay- 
jng  the  foundations  of  lasting  peace.  These  reasons 
justified  him  in  moving  t.bat  tliis  address  be  presented 
to  her  majesty,  simply  willi  a view  of  eliciting  tha 
strong  expressions  of  national  gratitude  wliich  ha 
was  certain  were  felt  in  every  part  of  her  majesty’s 
doiiiinions.  (Hear,  liear.) 

Mr.  Vy.  Brown  concurred  in  what  had  been  said 
by  tlip  lionorablc  gentleman,  wilii  regard  to  the  efi'ect 
upon  the  amicable  relations  of  the  two  countries 
wtiich  Uie  recent  conductor  America  was  calculated 
to  [iruduce.  It  was  not  merely  tlie  amount  of  tliejr 
roiili  ibntioiis,  but  the  promptness  with  wliich  vesscli 
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were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  contributors  for  ' 
the  transmission  of  grain  to  Ireland,  and  the  kind 
ness  and  hospitality  which  were  shown  to  those  who 
went  from  this  country  to  procure  provisions,  that 
demanded  their  gratitude  and  esteem.  (Hear,  hear.) 
There  was  one  feature  in  the  transaction  deserving 
of  particular  notice,  namely,  that  part  of  the  dona- 
tions came  from  our  red  brethren  in  the  west. 

Lord  Palmerston— I have  very  great  pleasure  in 
acquiescing  in  and  supporting  the  motion  of  rnv  hon- 
orable friend.  The  only  regret  that  I can  feel  on 
the  occasion  is,  that  although  the  despatch  for  which 
he  has  moved,  expresses  in  strong  terms  the  feelings 
of  her  majesty’s  government,  and  the  feelings  which 
we  believe  animate  the  whole  British  nation,  still  1 
am  sensible  that  no  term  which  could  have  been  em- 
ployed by  me,  could  adequately  convey  the  feelings 
of  thankfulness  and  admiration  which  the  conductor 
our  breteren  in  the  United  States  must  have  excited 
amongst  all  classes  of  her  majesty’s  subjects.  As 
my  honorable  friend  has  stated,  not  only  was  the 
supply  sent  large,  liberal,  and  generous  in  amount, 
but  the  manner  in  which  it  was  sent,  the  prompti 
tilde  with  which  it  was  forwarded,  and  the  strong 
feeling  of  interest  which  was  expressed  on  the  part 
of  all  those  who  had  contributed  to  that  supply, 
\i  ere  more  almost  than  could  possibly  be  expected 
on  the  part  of  those  who,  however  united  to  us  in 
origin  and  bound  to  us  by  every  tie  of  language  and 
religion,  of  manners  and  habits  still  being  separated 
by  a mighty  expanse  of  ocean,  could  not  be  animated 
perhaps,  by  the  same  extent  of  sympathy,  by  which 
our  brethren  in  the  United  States  have  been  so  hon- 
orably distinguished.  1 agree  with  my  honorable 
friend  that  transactions  of  this  nature  are  calculated 
to  cement  in  the  strongest  manner  those  ties  which 
ought  to  unite  kindred  nations,  and  it  is  this  circum 
stance  which  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of;  that  while  on 
the  one  hand  ac.s  of  generosity  such  as  these  bind 
and  rivet  the  affections  of  those  upon  whom  they 
have  been  conferred,  on  the  other  hand  they  lend  by 
the  very  exercise  which  accompanies  them  of  good 
and  kindly  feelings  to  increase  the  affection  of  those 
who  have  been  the  objects  of  those  generous  acts. — 
And  therefore,  sir,  both  in  regard  to  those  feelings 
which  those  actions  proclaim  in  America,  1 am  hap- 
py to  think  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  suf- 
lerings  and  calamities  which  gave  rise  to  these  acts, 
at  all  events  they  will  so  far  have  been  attended 
with  happy  results,  that  they  have  afforded  our 
brethren  in  the  United  Stales  an  opportunity  of  do- 
ing that  which  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  1 hope,  for  a long  time,  will  in- 
crease the  good  feeling  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  toward  their  brethren  in  this  country.— 
(Cheers.) 

Lord  Morpeth  said,  as  he  had  had  very  peculiar 
opportunities  of  noticing  the  warmth  of  feeling  which 
existed  in  every  part  of  the  Union  towards  the  inha- 
bitants of  this,  which  they  called  “the  old”  country, 
he  could  not  help  declaring  his  participation  in  the 
feelings  of  satisfaction  and  thankfulness  expressed 
by  the  honorable  member  and  his  noble  friend.  It 
was  impossible  to  overrate  the  strength  of  those  feel- 
ings, evinced  by  the  warmth  of  sympathy  which  had 
been  called  forth  in  America,  and  by  the  liberal  and 
substantial  tokens  which  had  accompanied  it,  and 
which,  he  trusted,  would  be  considered  to  be  amply 
acknowledged  by  the  despatch  of  his  noble  friend. 
But  he  was  not  sorry  that,  before  parliament  rose, 
feelings  such  as  those  expressed  by  the  honorable 
members  had  found  a vent  within  the  walls  of  the 
house.  He  had  received  letters  recently  from  New 
York  describing  the  measures  taken  there  for  se. 
curintT  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  destitute  emi- 
grants from  this  country,  and  at  Boston,  an  island 
had  been  set  apart  for,  and  appropriated  to  hospitals. 
He  believed  the  same  kindly  spirit  prevailed  all  over 
the  Union,  from  Maine  to  N.  Orleans,  and  although 
occasionally  causes  of  soreness  and  subjects  of  alter- 
cation would  unavoidably  arise  between  the  two 
countries  as  between  other  nations,  the  loiichstone 
of  calamity  was  only  wanting  to  call  forth  at  all 
limes  what  was  most  generous  and  kind  in  our  na- 
ture. He  bore  with  pleasure  his  testimony  to  the 
value  of  those  feelings  w'liich  the  calamities  of  Ire 
land  had  elicited  in  America.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr  Bancroft  at  the  Royal  agricultural  society.— The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  agricultural  society  of 
England  was  held  on  the  2'2d  ull.,  at  Northampton. 
The  annual  dinner,  at  which  the  earl  ol  Egmonl  pre- 
sided, was  attended  by  one  thousand  two  hundred 

**^The*earl  of  Chichester,  in  proposing  the  health  of 
the  foreign  ministers,  the  only  one  of  whom  present 
was  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  minister  of  the  United  Stales, 
said  he  need  not  remind  the  agrieullurisU  of  this 
country  of  the  advantage  of  maintaining  a constant 
iBtercuurse  with  the  agricallurists  of  other  coun- 


tries. The  value  of  such  intercourse  was  shown  by 
the  many  improvements  which  had  been  introduced 
from  other  countries  of  late  years.  It  was  most 
jratifvine  in  drinking  the  toast  associated  with  the 
health  of  the  American  minister,  that  he  could  re- 
cognize a display  of  those  laws  of  humanity  and  good 
feeling  which  stood  us  in  good  stead  in  our  lale  diffi- 
culties, and  for  which  he  hoped  every  Englishni  in 
would  be  grateful.  (Hear,  hear.)  !t  would  always 
he  the  object  of  the  society  to  communicate  to  for- 
eigners who  would  come  among  them  such  informa- 
tion as  they  had,  as  well  as  to  receive  information 
from  them.  The  toast  was  drunk  with  much  ap- 
plause. 

Mr.  Bancroft,  the  American  minister,  was  receiv- 
ed with  loud  cheers.  He  said — I cannot  find  words 
adequate  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness 
with  which  the  noble  lord  has  alluded  to  my  country. 
As  the  representative  of  a foreign  country,  I still 
feel  that  I am  not  entirely  a stranger  in  your  midst, 
for  nature  has  established  a bond  of  union  between 
farmers  of  every  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth. — 
(Cheers.)  The  same  sun  shines  upon  us  all — the 
same  seasons,  as  they  return,  prepare  alike  for  all 
the  seed  time  and  ripen  the  harvest;  and  the  celes- 
tial influences,  to  which  we  look  for  a blessing  on 
our  exertions  in  the  culture  of  the  soil,  will  blend 
the  hearts  of  husbandmen  in  the  universal  love  of 
the  brotherhood  of  humanity,  which  has  ever,  and 
will  ever  make  them — especially  the  men  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  origin — the  guardians  of  freedom  and  the  con- 
servators of  peace.  (Cheers  ) 

Wherever  countries  culUvate  the  soil,  there,  cer- 
tainly the  nations  dwell  side  by  side  in  harmony  and 
peace.  Nor  is  it  only  in  this  point  of  view  that  for- 
eign nations  are  interested  in  your  festivities  of  this 
day.  Look  wherever  you  will  throughout  this  island, 
everywhere  there  is  evidence  of  English  enterprise 
and  of  English  desire  for  improvement,  which  have 
penetrated  every  clime  and  brought  home  bright 
trophies  from  the  remotest  isles.  Look  to  your 
gardens  and  your  forests.  What  clime  is  there  that 
has  not  been  sifted  to  adorn  your  gardens.’  What 
remote  isle  is  there  that  has  nut  been  looked  to,  to 
add  new  riches  to  your  class  of  forest  trees’  Every- 
where there  is  evidence  of  that  expani-ive  enterprise 
which  ransacks  every  corner  of  the  world.  Here  in 
the  scenes  of  England  1 have  had  occasion  to  wit- 
ness American  plants,  and  1 have  seen  art  so  come 
in  furtherance  of  nature — 1 have  seen  your  skill  so 
employed  in  multiplying  their  varieties  and  in  gath- 
ering them  into  masses — that  here  in  England  I have 
seen  the  shrubs  and  trees  of  my  native  land  brought 
to  a beauty  and  perfection  which  1 never  knew  them 
to  attain  in  their  native  verdure. 

I have  to  thank  you,  my  lord,  the  president  of  this 
society,  for  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  being  pre- 
sent this  day  at  this  celebration — this  exhibition 
which  yon  have  held — for  having  an  opportunity  of 
wilnessing  this  show,  which  has  been  so  exceedingly 
rich  in  horses,  and  the  stock  which  has  been  gather- 
ed from  all  parts  cf  England,  in  which  there  is  no 
room  for  mediocrity,  * I thank  you  for  permitting 
me  to  be  present  on  ibis  occasion.  1 thank  the  no- 
ble lord  (Chichester)  for  the  kind  manner  in  which 
he  has  alluded  to  my  country,  and  1 thank  you  all 
for  the  cordial  sympathy  with  which  you  have  greet- 
ed the  sentiment  that  we  are  all  bound  together  by 
the  ties  of  brotherhood.  The  agriculture  of  my 
country  difters  much  from  yours.  You  are  carrying 
on  a work  which  has  been  continued  from  century 
to  century.  You  are  engaged  in  perfecting  that 
which  your  forefalliers  have  for  centuries  prepared 
to  your  hand.  We  have  rather  to  grapple  with  the 
difficulties  of  nature — to  tame,  to  subdue,  and  to 
make  useful  the  exuberance  of  our  exhausliess  soil. 

Nothing  would  surprise  my  countrymen  more 
than  the  manner  in  which  you  cultivate  your  soil. 
Nothing  would  astonish  them  more  than  to  be  told 
that  in  England  wheat  is  planted  rather  than  sown, 
that  the  tender  blades  are  with  the  utmost  care  sup- 
ported by  the  hoe  and  weeded  by  the  hand;  and  they 
would  listen  with  incredulity  if  1 were  to  tell  them 
of  the  results  per  acre  which  you  expected  to  gain 
by  ail  this  careful  culture.  We  rely  upon  the  natu- 
ral tertilily  of  our  soil;  you  subdue  everything  to  the 
hand  of  industry  and  scientific  care.  In  America 
the  trees  are  older  than  the  roads;  they  are  older 
than  the  towns:  and  where  they  have  been  spared 
they  are  the  oldest  raunuments  that  exist  amongst 
us.  With  you  there  is  not  an  animal  sufl’erod  to  ex- 
ist that  cannot  present  its  passport,  and  prove  its 
right  to  be  fed  and  fattened.  (Cheers  and  laughter.) 
There  is  not  a tree  allowed  to  encumber  your  soil, 
except  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  cultivator. 

We  trust  to  natural  process,  and  we  use  the  for- 
ests as  they  have  been  given  to  us  by  the  God  of 
nature.  You  cultivate  the  soil  of  your  fathers  under 
the  sliddow  of  the  towers  of  your  churches, — (loud 
cheers,) — which  have  stood  in  your  midst  for  ages 


that  are  counted,  amidst  the  gtaves  of  your  forefa- 
thers, which  seem  to  shed  a sacred  influence  on  your  I 
toil.  (Cheers.) 

The  men  with  us — beneath  whose  blows  Ihe  for- 
ests fall — the  living,  moving,  active  population  at 
least  in  many  of  our  most  populous  districts,  are 
now  more  numerous  than  all  that  sleep  beneath  the 
soil,  of  all  the  generous  past,  (loud  cheers,)  and  our 
farmers,  even  in  the  midst  of  their  toil,  and  with  the 
implements  of  industry  in  their  hands,  are  compelled 
to  erect  their  churches  and  schools,  and  to  enter  into 
competition  with  the  mother  country,  and  in  all  that 
can  promote  morality  through  religion,  and  the  care 
of  science  and  general  culture. 

1 respond  fully,  and  in  the  name  of  every  Ameri- 
can, in  the  wish  that  has  been  uttered,  that  peace 
may  be  continued  forever.  (Cheers.)  Nay,  rather 
let  us  hope  that  the  relations  between  our  countries, 
the  international  intelligence  betwixt  us,  may  lead 
to  such  intimate  relations  that  the  very  thought  of 
the  disturbance  of  peace  may  be  dismissed  from  our 
minds,  and  that  it  may  seem  a vain,  unnecessary 
and  useless  prayer  to  pray  that  peace  may  be  perpe- 
tual. (Cheers.)  This,  gentlemen,  is  uttered  from 
my  heart  and  every  one  of  my  countrymen  will,  I 
am  sure,  respond  to  it.  J beg  to  renew  my  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  for  your  kindness  to  me  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  to  offer  my  fervent  prayers  for  the  pros- 
perity  of  the  farmers  of  England.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Disastrous  shiptm-eck. — The  Morton  Bay  Courier 
Extraordinary  of  March  17th,  announces  the  wreck 
of  the  Sovereign  steamer,  with  the  loss  of  nine  cabin 
and  sixteen  steerage  passengers,  seventeen  of  the 
crew,  and  a cargo  of  wool.  She  grounded  on  the 
bar  at  Amity  point,  (Australia,)  and  afterwards 
foundered  in  four  fathoms  water.  Tlie  pecuniary 
loss  is  estimated  at  .£20,000. 

Ireland. — 'i'he  fever  continued  to  be  very  fatal  m 
Ireland. 

The  Cork  Examiner  mentions  the  failure  of  six 
houses  in  corn  trade  at  Limerick,  whose  united  lia- 
bilities amount  to  ^f300,000. 

The  week’s  rent  at  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of 
the  Repeal  association,  held  on  the  19th,  was  an- 
nounced to  be  £59  19s  6d.  On  the  succeeding 
weekly  meeting  it  amounted  to  £60.  Mr.  Collell, 
the  late  member,  and  present  candidate  for  Athione, 
waa  present,  and  with  Mr.  Morgan  John  O’Connell, 
addressed  the  meeting.  All  the  speakers  expressed  t 
a confidence  that  the  repeal  movement  would  regain 
strength,  and  that  the  next  parliament  would  grant 
a repeal  to  the  Union. 

An  immense  number  of  tenantry  have  been  evict- 
ed at  Charleville,  cn  the  earl  of  Cork's  estate,  and  it 
was  represented  to  have  been  effected  under  circum- 
stances of  considerable  harshness.  This,  tiowever, 
has  been  contradicted,  and  allhough  no  acts  of  cru- 
elty have  been  perpelraled  by  the  agent,  sill)  the 
eviction  of  the  tenantry  seems  to  have  been  on  a 
large  scale. 

The  remains  of  Mr.  O’Connell  having  been  brought 
by  way  of  France  to  Southampton,  were  carried  by 
railroad  to  London,  and  thence  transferred  to  Ches- 
ter, where  they  arrived  on  Monday  evening,  and 
were  laid  in  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  of  that  city. 
Mr.  Gardner,  of  Chester,  had  received  orders  to 
make  a new  coffin,  as  that  in  which  the  body  was 
encased,  and  which  was  made  at  Genoa,  was  of  ra- 
ther common  workmanship.  High  mass  was  cele- 
brated in  the  chapel  on  Sunday,  and  in  the  evening 
a procession  accompanied  the  remains  to  the  rail- 
way station.  On  Monday,  the  2d,  they  were  placed 
on  board  a steamer  specially  engaged,  and  by  it  con- 
veyed to  Dublin.  'I'he  funeral  will  take  place  on 
the  5th  of  August.  [Wilmer  Sf  Smilk. 

IMPERIAL  PARLIAMENT. 

House  of  Lords,  Tuesday,  July  20th.  Lord  Broug- 
ham, in  an  elaborate  speech,  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  course  that  had  been  pursued  in 
conducting  the  business  of  the  session,  lie  moved 
an  addres.s  to  her  majesty,  and  said  that  he  brought 
forward  his  motion  with  no  vague  desire  of  casting 
blame  on  the  government — much  of  which  he  com- 
plained being  incident,  almost  necessary,  to  the  way 
in  which  the  business  of  the  country  was  conducted. 
His  sole  object  was  to  gather  wisdom  from  the  past, 
and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  calamity  of  another 
such  session  ever  again  occurring.  He  would  first 
allude  to  the  actual  bills  which  had  passed— he  was 
going  to  say  unhappily,  but  a very  limited  com- 
partment of  the  picture  he  had  to  present;  but  he'' 
would  say  happily— for  worse  measures  than  those 
which  had  become  the  law  of  the  land,  especially 
three  measures  relating  to  Ireland,  had  never  passed 
in  any  previous  session.  In  the  first  place,  there 
was  the  English  poor  law  bill,  upon  which  he  would 
not  now  trouble  their  lordships  with  a single  word 
beyond  the  expression  of  his  hope  that  Ihe  measure 
might  work  well. 

The  next  measure  of  substance  v\  kjcli  hafi  been 
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passed  had  relation  to  the  sister  kingdom.  By  that 
measure  England  had  taken  upon  itself  the  duty  of 
leading  the  people  of  Ireland  for  a time,  which  was 
undefined.  It  was  said  that  the  distress  in  Ireland 
was  local,  but  seeing  the  amount  of  relief  which  was 
now  ati'orded  in  sis  counties  of  Ireland,  in  seemed 
that  somewhat  more  than  one  third — something  be- 
tween one  third  and  one  half  of  the  whole  population 
of  Ireland  were  in  a destitute  condition;  and  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  2,900,000  and  odd  persons  were 
receiving  the  means  of  sustenance  doled  out  to  them 
from  the  coQers  of  the  treasury  by  paid  otiicers  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  When  was  this  system  of 
relief  to  cease.*  It  was  said,  in  a month  or  two,  and 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  to  be  thrown  upon 
their  own  lesources.  If  so,  then  he  prayed  God  to 
help  these  poor  people;  he  must  add  to  his  prayer, 
that  peace  and  tranquility  would  be  maintained. — 
I The  evil  had  been  commenced  by  training  the  Irish 
population  to  become  beggars,  and  much  was  to  be 
feared  if  the  eleemosynary  assistance  which  had  in 
their  destitution  been  afforded  them  was  suddenly 
withdrawn.  Of  the  .£10,000,000  lent  to  Ireland,  but 
never  to  be  repaid,  according  to  the  odious  and  des- 
picable doctrine  of  repudiation  imported  across  the 
Atlantic  into  another  place,  not  more  than  from 
•£300,000  to  =£400,000,  was  now  available,  and  yet 
with  all  the  probabilities  of  distress  and  destitution 
continuing  to  exist  in  Ireland,  a vote  of  credit  had 
not  been  asked  for. 

He  contended  that  having  begun  this  system  of 
relief,  the  government  ought,  as  was  the  case  during 
the  war,  to  have  asked  for  a vote  of  credit,  to  be 
applied  to  the  contingency  which  might  arise.  In 
fact,  the  government  had  provided  for  the  months  of 
April,  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  and  “worser” 
months  were  to  come,  and  for  the  contingencies  to 
which  they  might  give  rise,  he  (Lord  Brougham) 
canlended  that,  before  the  session  closed,  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  take  a vote  of  credit.  The  next 
measure  ot  substance  which  had  been  passed,  was 
the  factories  bill.  Within  three  days,  events  had 
happened,  which  showed  a result  that  did  not  require 
a prophet  to  foretell,  namely,  that  if  the  hours  of 
labor  were  reduced,  the  reduction  of  the  wages  ol 
labor  must  follow.  The  hours  had  been  reduced 
from  11  to  10  hours, and  wages  had  been  consequent- 
ly reduced  liorn  12d.  to  lid.  These  were  the  great 
.pleasures  which  their  legislature  had  passed  in  the 
k'course  of  the  session  about  to  expire,  and  without 
wishing  to  say  any  thing  disrespectful  to  their  lord- 
ships,  he  must  wish  them  joy  of  the  three  very  worse 
measures  that  ever  received  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Lord  Brougham  then  referred  to  numerous  im- 
portant measures  which  had  been  altogether  aban- 
doned, or  postponed  to  the  next  session. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  defended  the  Adminis 
tration,  of  which  he  formed  a part,  from  the  charges 
of  incompetency  and  feebleness,  and  fell  back  upon 
the  precedents  of  many  other  sessions,  whose  results 
had  been  as  completely  blank  as  the  one  justclosing. 
After  alluding  to  the  defunct  bills  of  the  session,  and 
particularly  to  the  one  lor  regulating  the  health  of 
town-,  his  lordship  adduced  the  celebrated  examples 
of  the  Test  and  Catholic  Relief  acts,  as  showing  how 
important  bills  might  be  protracted  and  delayed, 
withaut  proving  the  present  weakness  of  a ministry, 
or  the  final  failure  of  the  measure. 

Lord  Brougham  briefly  replied,  and  the  motion 
having  been  negatived  without  a division,  the  house 
adjourned. 

July  21st.— The  house  sat  only  for  a few  minutes, 
to  discuss  some  routine  business. 

July  22u.— The  Royal  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission 10  146  public  and  private  bills. 

Lord  Stanley  drew  attenlion  to  the  new  minutes 
of  Itie  coiiimitiee  of  Privy  Council  on  education,  to 
i,4he  ettect  that  there  are  schools  to  which  it  would  be 
desiiable  to  make  grants,  though  objections  might  be 
mode  on  religious  grounds,  to  the  making  of  reports 
upon  the  religious  instruction  given  in  such  schools, 
as  required  by  the  minutes  of  council.  The  Marquis 
of  Lansdowiie  explained  that  the  supporters  of  many 
schools  objected  to  giving  reports  respecting  religi- 
ous instruction,  as  it  would  ue  considered  mat  they 
received  state  contributions  towards  their  religion. 
He  thought  that  deference  should  be  paid  to  these 
religious  scruples.  After  some  furtlier  conversation, 
the  matter  dropped. 

The  house  then  agreed  to  the  clause  in  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Bill,  prohibiting  the  separation  of 
old  couples  in  workhouses — 29  to  11. 

House  of  commons,  Monday  July  l9l/».  The  Bishop- 
ric of  Manchester  bill  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
house.  Mr.  Philips  proposed  an  amendment,  to 
abolish  a Bishopric  ol  Manchester,  which,  after,  a 
long  discussion,  was  rejected — B6  to  14.  1 he  first 

clause  was  then  carried  by  128  to  25.  The  second 
which  excluded  from  a seat  in  the  bouse  of  peers  the 


new  Bishop  of  Manchester,  so  long  as  he  shall  re- 
main the  junior  Bishop,  was  carried  by  111  to  .57. — 
The  bill  then  passed  through  committee.  Some 
amendments  were  then  made  in  the  Poor  Law  Ad- 
ministration bill,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

July  20th. — Lord  P.ilmerston,  in  reply  to  a motion 
by  Mr.  Brotherlon,  for  a copy  of  the  letter  acknow- 
ledging the  donation  in  food  and  money  of  the  le 
gislature  and  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the 
relief  of  the  famine  in  Ireland,  said,  the  only  regret 
he  felt  was,  that  the  despatch,  although  it  spoke  the 
strong  feeling  of  the  British  Government  and  nation, 
did  not  adequately  express  the  admiration  which  the 
munificence  of  our  transatlantic  brethren  had  excit- 
ed in  the  minds  of  Englishmen.  Not  only  was  the 
supply  sent  to  Ireland  liberal  and  generous,  but  the 
promptitude  with  which  it  was  sent  was  more  than 
we  could  have  expected  on  the  part  of  those  who, 
though  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  common  blood, 
language  and  religion,  were  yet  separated  from  us 
by  a large  expanse  of  ocean. 

After  a few  words  to  the  same  eflect  to  Lord  Mor- 
peth, the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  G.  Bentinck,  in  moving  for  certain  “returns 
showing  the  comparative  receipts  of  revenue  in  the 
years  ending  the  5th  day  of  January,  1842,  and  1847, 
from  those  items  on  which  a reduction  of  duty 
have,  and  have  not,  in  the  interim  taken  place,  and 
distinguishing  any  increase  in  the  revenue  from  the 
last  alteration  ol  the  sugar  duties,”  observed  that, 
as  her  majesty’s  government  did  not  intend  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  this  return,  he  fell  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  some  explanati  m of  the  motives  which 
induced  him  to  make  it.  Within  a fewdays  a state 
paper  had  been  issued  to  the  electors  of  Tamworth 
by  Sir  R.  Peel,  in  which  a statement  was  made  as 
to  the  etiect  and  operation  of  those  measures  which 
he  had  recommended  during  the  last  six  years.  As 
that  statement,  if  left  uniefuled,  might  have  a very 
dangerous  tendency  at  the  coming  elections,  he  con- 
ceived it  necessary  to  meet  it  with  a direct  contra- 
diction. Pie  then  took  a long  and  very  complicated 
review  of  the  Peel  system  of  finance,  for  the  purpose 
of  show  ing  that  it  was  based  in  false  principles,  and 
had  not  produced  the  flattering  results  which  its 
founder  boasted  of;  and  in  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions favored  the  house  with  an  epitome  of  his  ma- 
nifold speeches  against  free  trade. 

July  21sl. — The  Bishopric  of  Manchester  bill 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed,  by  a vote  of  ninety 
three  against  fourteen. 

July  22d. — Lord  Palmerston  made  a statement  re- 
specting the  affairs  of  Portugal. 

Friday,  July  23d. — The  Speaker,  who  wore  his 
stale  robes,  took  the  chair  at  one  o’clock. 

Lord  Plill  appeared  at  the  bar,  andannounced  that 
her  Majesty,  in  reply  to  the  address  from  the  house 
of  commons,  on  the  subject  of  Itie  speedy  completion 
of  that  portion  of  the  new  palace  of  Westminster 
intended  for  their  use,  had  been  graciously  pleased 
to  express  her  intention  to  give  instructions  that  the 
building  and  completion  be  proceeded  with  as  spee- 
dily as  possible. 

Lord  George  Bentinck  gave  no'lice  that,  early  in 
the  ensuing  parliament,  he  should  move  the  appoint- 
ment of  a select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  West  India  Colonies, 
with  a view  to  ascertain  how  far  they  were  able  to 
compete  with  slaveholding  colonies,  in  the  produc- 
tion of  sugar. 

At  half  past  two,  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  ap- 
peared at  the  table,  ai  d summoned  the  house  to  the 
tiouse  of  peers,  to  hear  her  majesty’s  speech  from 
the  thione. 

The  speaker,  attended  by  all  "the  members  pre 
sent,  immediately  left  the  house;  and,  on  his  return, 
having  read  the  speech  at  the  table,  the  house  se 
paraled. 

The  Oiegon  Territory.  A curious  fact  transpired 
at  the  Glasgow  election.  Mr.  McGregor,  ol  the 
board  of  trade,  one  of  the  candidates,  slated  that  at 
the  lime  our  ambassador  at  Washington,  the  hon. 
Mr.  Pakenham,  refused  to  negotiate  on  the  49th 
parallel  of  north  latitude  as  the  basis  of  a treaty,  and 
when  by  that  refusal  the  danger  of  a rupture  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America  became  really 
imminent,  Mr.  Daniel  Webster,  formerly  secretary 
of  stale  to  the  American  Government  wrote  a letter 
to  Mr.  McGregor,  in  which  he  strongly  deprecated 
Mr.  Pakenham’s  conduct,  w hich,  if  persisted  in  and 
adopted  at  home,  would,  to  a certainty,  embroil  the 
two  countries,  and  suggested  an  equitable  compro- 
mise, taking  the  49th  parallel  as  the  basis  of  adjust- 
ment. Mr.  McGregor  sent  a letter  to  Lord  John 
Russell,  wiio  gave  Mr.  McGregor  permission  to  in- 
timate to  Lord  Aberdeen  that  he.  Lord  John  Russell, 
quite  agreed  w ith  Mr.  Webster.  This  expressed  ol 
a statesman  in  opposition,  doubtless  relieved  Earl 
Aberdeen  of  any  apprehension  of  censure  from  that 
quarter;  but  Mr.  McGregor  claims  lor  himself  and 


Lord  John  Russell  the  merit  of  having  thereby  con- 
tributed essentially  to  preserve  the  peace  ol  the 
world.  [Liverpool  Times. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoiisie  has  been  proposed  as  the 
new  Governor  General  of  India,  and  Sir  Henry 
Follinger  as  Governor  of  Madras.  Sir  Henry  Smith, 
the  hero  of  Aliwal,  is  to  succeed  Pollinger  as  Go- 
vernor the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  London  Atlas,  speaking  of  the  reported 
marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Miss  Bur- 
dell  Coutls,  say — “There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that 
the  preliminary  engagements  are  nearly  completed.” 

Musical.  Jenny  Lind  has  engaged  to  sing  at  Berlin 
in  September  next. 

A genuine  negress, — not  Ethiopian, — has  made 
her  debut  at  the  theatre  des  Varieles,  at  Paris. — 
Critics  says  that  she  promises  to  rival  Jenny  Lind, 
but  we  should  think  that  rather  improbable. 

[Liverpool  Mercury. 

The  new  directors  of  the  grand  opera  have  at 
length  discovered  an  artiste  who,  it  is  said,  will  far 
transcend  all  the  glories  of  Madame  Sieltz;  her 
name  is  Moisson,  and  she  is  to  make  her  debut  soon 
after  the  reopening  of  the  theatre. 

Some  of  the  London  papers  state  it  quite  certain 
that  Jenny  Lind  is  to  do  the  connubial  at  the  end  of 
the  year  with  the  gentleman  named  last  week,  who, 
however,  turns  out  to  be  a relative  of  Mrs.  Grote, 
not  Mr.  Grote,  as  was  then  staled. 

The  debut  of  the  female  American  serenaders 
lock  place  in  Bristol  on  Monday  week,  at  the  Victo- 
ria Rooms,  an  1 they  siibsi  quenlly  appeared  at  the 
theatre  on  Wednesday.  They  attracted  a numerous 
company,  to  whom  they  offered  much  amusement. 

Death  of  John  Waller,  SfC.  chief  proprietor  of  the 
London  Times.  This  respectable  gentlemen  who 
has  been  chief  proprietor  of  the  Times  newspaper 
since  1803,  and  the  exclusive  manager  of  that  mighty 
journal  up  to  a late  period,  expired  on  the  28ih  ult. 
at  Piinlinghouse  square.  We  shall  here  avoid  allu- 
sion to  the  political  sentiments  of  Mr.  Walter,  or 
to  his  opinions  on  the  poor  laws,  which  he  advocated 
at  such  an  enormous  expense;  we  feel  satisfaction, 
however,  that  the  mental  anxieties  and  bodily  pain 
which  he  sull'ered  during  the  last  few  months  of  his 
life,  were  in  some  degree  alleviated  by  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  legislature,  that  his  views  of  the 
necessity  of  mitigating  their  severity  were  in  the 
main  correct.  But  it  is  rather  as  the  founder  of  the 
Times,  or,  at  least,  the  architect  of  the  great  journal 
of  the  present  day  that  w e should  regard  him;  and,  to 
illustrate  this  point,  we  have  rummaged  amongst  our 
liieraty  treasures,  aud  have  incidentally  disinterred 
a copy  of  the  Times  of  Thursday,  January  5,  1792, 
fifty  five  years  ago'.  As  vicarious  historians,  we  are 
compelled  to  stale  that  the  price  was  only  four 
pence!  The  same  “heading  and  typical  embellish- 
ment” which  are  the  distinguishing  features  of  the 
present  Times  are  to  be  seen  in  the  copy  No.  2195, 
now  before  us;  which  in  the  infancy  of  journalism 
in  1792,  only  reached  one  sixth  part  of  ibe  dimen- 
sions of  the  Times  of  yesterday,  No.  19616;  and  the 
Times  of  the  present  day  actually  contains  twelve 
limes  more  “letter  press”  than  the  publication  of 
1792.  The  first  page  and  a column  of  the  second 
are  filled  with  advertisements. 

As  humble  members  of  the  press,  we  arc  proud 
to  acdnowledge  the  debt  of  gratitude,  we  and  the 
public  ow  e to  Mr.  Walter  for  the  mighty  impulse  he 
gave  to  journalism,  by  the  introduction  and  success- 
ful application  of  the  steam  press  to  newspaper 
printing;  and  we  rejuice  to  see  that  even  competitors 
in  the  great  race  of  rivalry,  acknowledge  his  un- 
doubted claims  to  the  many  improveineols  which 
his  ckil  and  ingenuity  suggested.  His  position  in 
future  history  is  clearly  chalked  out,  he  w ill  rank  by 
the  side  of  the  immortal  Caxlon;  and  if  we  might 
venture  a suggestion  to  our  old  London  friends,  we 
think  an  honorable  grave  in  Westminister  Abbey 
would  not  be  an  inappropriate  resting  place  for  his 
remains. — Wilmer  If  Umilh. 

American  securities.  Extract  from  a letter  from  a 
London  house:  “I'here  have  been  very  few  transac- 
tions in  American  securities,  and  prices  consequently 
are  generally  nominal.” 

Trade.  J'he  stale  of  trade  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  is  on  the  whole,  of  a satisfactory  character. 
J'he  “short  lime”  system,  as  it  has  been  termed,  is 
gradually  cecreasiug,  and  both  in  the  cotton  and 
woolen  districts  more  extensive  orders  from  abroad 
are  coming  lorward. 

The  continued  withdrawal  of  capital  from  com- 
mercial transactions,  to  be  locked  up  in  undertak- 
ing only  prospectively  productive,  evidently  causes 
anxiety  in  the  minds  of  moneyed  men,  aud  they 
make  no  endeavar  to  conceal  their  fears,  that,  if  a 
heavy  importation  of  corn  should  again  be  required 
during  the  next  year,  it  will  cause  serious  strain 
upv  n the  resources  of  the  country.  We  do  not  se« 
any  immediate  prospect  of  a diu.i.iulion  in  the  value 
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of  (he  money.  Commercial  credit,  is  however,  lo- 
krably  well  maintained.” 

[ fFilmer  ^ Smith's  Liverpool  Times,  Avgust  4. 

Theeditoisof  the  New  York  Commercial  have 
been  favored  with  the  lollowinp;  esliacts  from  letters 
received  by  o rcspeclable  Wall  street  house: 

Bostosi,  Thursday  ex'emng,  ,3iig.  19. 

“The  high  price  of  money  in  England  and  the  bills 
which  have  come  back,  said  to  amount  to  <£200,000 
sterling,  principally  Canadian,  is  bad  news,  with 
only  £’60,000  in  specie  by  the  steamer  to  counterba- 
lance. 

Extract  from  a htter  from  a prominent  banking  house 
in  London. 

The  great  fall  in  grain  and  flour  will  cause  great 
losses  here,  and  a vast  number  of  bills  from  your  side 
will  very  probably  be  protested.  The  hills  drawn  in 
that  trade  will  be  locked  on  with  much  caution  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  continued  depression  of 
our  exchange  at  Earis  having  caused  some  rather 
extensive  demands  on  our  bank  for  bullion,  (about 
half  a million  sterling  in  the  course  of  last  week) 
they  have  raised  their  rate  of  discount  for  long  paper 
to  5j  per  cent,  for  30  and  60  days,  and  six  per  cent, 
for  60  to  90  days. 

“We  may  therefore  look  for  money  to  be  valuable 
for  some  lime  to  come.  It  is  reported  that  a consi- 
derable amount  of  bills  from  your  side,  drawn  against 
grain,  have  been  protested,  and  that  the  protests  go 
out  by  this  packet.” 

Circular  from  the  house  of  Messrs.  Brown,  Ship- 
ley  & Co; 

Liverpool,  August  3,  1S47. 

The  harvest  is  progressing  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances  in  the  southern  counties,  and  ha? 
partially  commenced  in  this  district.  The  reports 
of  blight  have  in  a great  measure  died  away,  and 
generally  speaking  the  crops  of  wheat,  oats  and  bar- 
ley are  represented  as  unusually  abundant  and  of 
superior  quality.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  judge  con- 
clusively as  to  the  potato  crop,  but  it  is  more  prom- 
ising than  it  was  some  weeks  ago  considered  to  be. 
The  less  important  crop  of  beans  has  partially  failed. 
The  accounts  from  the  continent  speak  almost  uni- 
versally of  the  most  prolific  crops. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  and  of  continued  heavy 
foreign  supplies  the  corn  markets  have  gone  down 
rapidly  to  a further  important  extent,  and  are  in  a 
state  of  panic.  It  has  been  impossible  to  realize 
except  in  a small  way  for  ten  days  or  a lortnight 
past,  and  now  the  qliotalicns  are  27s.a278.  6d.  for 
the  best  western  canal  floury  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, warranted  sweet,  26s.a26s.  6d.;  sour  21s.a23s. 
Indian  corn,  sound,  26s.a303.  per  quarter,  down  to 
20s.a24s. unsound  and  heated.  Indian  corn  meal  14s. 
per  bbl.  At  auction  to  day  some  parcels  of  Indian 
corn,  which  had  been  sligbtly  heated,  but  now  in 
good  condition,  sold  at  23s.  per  quarter,  sour  western 
canal  flour  at  21s.  6d.a23s.  6d.  per  bbl.  with  some 
prime  Indian  corn  meal  at  14s.  per  bbl.  There 
have  been  some  failures  in  the  corn  trade  and  more 
apprehended,  causing  much  distrust,  and  altogether 
Hue  trade  is  in  an  extraordinary  state  of  depression. 

The  money  market,  instead  of  becoming  easier,  is 
decidedly  more  stringent,  with  increase  of  pressure 
and  a higher  rale  ol  interest. 

Brown,  Shipley,  & Co. 

The  foreign  correspondent  of  the  N.  York  Tribune 
gives  a singular  account  of  the  Peruvian  debt  to 
England,  originally  about  <£1,616,0(10  sterling,  but 
now  amounting,  with  interest  fiom  1826,  and  a credit 
of  £116,000  paid  oH,  to  £3,850,000.  The  material 
with  which  it  is  paid  is  guano.  The  first  Peruvian 
guano  sent  to  England  was  about  seven  years  ago, 
and  it  soon  got  into  such  great  demand  that  the 
African  Ireland  of  Ichaboe  was  visited  yearly  by 
hundreds  of  ships,  which  soon  stripped  it  of  this 
valuable  article  of  commerce.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  tons  were  obtained  from  that  island 
alone,  and  sold  at  enormous  prices,  alter  which  it 
was  lound  necessary  to  resort  to  Peru. 

The  material  in  the  latter  country  is  government 
property,  and  is  said  to  be  inexaustible.  It  is  found 
on  the  Chincha  Islands,  its  quantity  having  been 
computed  at  113,000,000  tons.  Chincha  is  opposile 
to  the  jiorl  of  Pisco,  and  twelve  miles  from  the 
shore.  The  annual  demand  in  England  alone  is 
100,000  tons,  which  is  worth  £2  a ton,  but  the  go- 
vernment of  Peru  has  been  offered  £500,000  sterling 
for  200,000  tons.  Estimating  the  value,  however, 
of  the  article  at  £2  per  ton,  113,000,000  tons  at  that 
^nice,  would  give  £226,000,000  sterling  in  property, 
which  but  for  the  activity  and  enierprise  of  the 
British  farmer  would  be  ol  no  value  w hatever.  It 
it  not  wonderful  that  Loid  Palmerston  should  talk 
of  compelling  the.  South  American  states  to  pay 
their  debts  at  If.e  point  of  the  bayonet,  when  the 
end  of  u may  be  the  possession  by  the  British  go- 
vernment ol  such  a mine  of  wealth. 

The  Daily  News  speaking  on  the  commercial  ein- 


barrassments  which  seem  likely  to  ensue  from  the 
great  expense  at  which  our  war  with  Mexico  is 
conducted,  recommends  that  no  facilities  shall  be 
afforded  to  the  American  Government,  by  means  of 
subscriptions  to  slock,  &c. 

FRANCE. 

The  peers  of  France  have  completed  (heir  vindi- 
cation of  the  law  against  the  corrupter  of  M.  Teste, 
M.  Pellapra,  w ho  has  been  condemned  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a fine  of  10,000  francs,  and  the  forfeiture  of 
his  civil  rights.  In  the  case  of  the  unhappy  M.  Tes- 
te, his  punishment  is  not  unlikely  to  terminate  his 
life,  serious  apprehensions  being  entertained  of  the 
fatal  eflects  of  an  abscess  formed  on  the  chest  where 
struck  by  the  pistol  shot  in  his  insane  attempt  at  su- 
icide. Reilerated  attacks  have  been  made  upon 
other  members  of  Ihe  cabinet,  who  are  charged  with 
corrupt  acts,  one  of  which  is  made  the  subject  of  an 
action  for  libel;  and  so  serious  had  popular  discon- 
tent become,  that  it  was  apprehended  some  general 
disturbance  would  break  out  on  the  celebration  of 
the  fetes  of  the  revolution  of  July.  All,  however, 
passed  quietly,  and  the  Bourse  recovered  from  the 
panic  which  had  agitated  its  members,  partly  on 
these  accounts,  but  principally  owing  to  the  heavy 
fall  ol  rain,  and  of  the  temperature  at  Ihe  beginning 
of  last  week,  which  threatened  the  prospects  of  the 
harvest.  The  weather  had  become  mild  and  warm, 
and  new  wheat,  ol  very  superior  quality,  has  been 
brought  into  the  market  and  sold  at  38  francs  the 
hectolitre. 

The  chambers  completed  their  debates  on  Satur- 
day, the  23th  ult.,  but  the  transaction  of  the  former 
business  of  the  session  will  occupy  the  upper  house 
chiefly  until  the  11th.  Marshal  Soult  is  to  retire 
from  the  cabinet  on  the  ground  of  age,  and  it  is  now 
settled  that  Gen.  Bugeaud  will  undertake  the  minis- 
try of  w ar. 

SPAIN. 

The  queen  of  Spain  having  left  Madrid  for  her 
former  residence  at  St.  Ildefonso,  her  consort  con- 
trary to  her  expressed  wishes,  manifested  so  strong 
a determination  to  take  possession  of  the  vacated 
palace  at  the  capital  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the 
minister  of  war  to  foibid  his  entrance.  He  gratifies 
himself  by  riding  into  Madrid  daily. 

ITALY. 

The  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Boston  Atlas, 
written  from  Rome  July  21st,  1847,  says— “In  re- 
cording passing  events  here,  we  have  often  had  oc- 
casion to  lament  the  opposition  of  Austria  to  the  re- 
forming spirit  manifested  by  Pius  IX,  to  the  great 
joy  of  his  long  enchained  people,  who  had  begun  to 
fear  that  it  was  impossible  to  find  a Pontiff,  who,  to 
use  the  w'ords  of  Dante,  was  able  to  ' 

“Keep  the  bark  ol  Peter  in  deep  sea, 

Helm’d  to  right  point.” 

We  never  dreamed,  though,  that  Prince  Mellernich 
would  dare  to  add  to  the  opprobrium  heaped  upon 
him  for  his  dismemberment  of  Poland,  by  endeavor- 
ing to  bring  about  an  Insurrection  of  Jlome,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  marching  additional  hordes  of  Hungarian 
troops  into  Italy.  He  has  dared  to  plot  tnis  infamous 
scheme,  but  that  Providence  which  watches  over 
human  liberty  Irustrated  the  design  by  revealing  it 
in  time  to  prevent  an  awlul  scene  ol  bloodshed. — 
J’he  moment  chosen  w as  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the 
18th,  when  the  emissaries,  (most  of  them  liberated 
convicis),  would  have  mingled  with  the  populace 
assembled  in  the  Piazzo  del  Popolo  to  witness  fire- 
works in  honor  of  the  amnesty  declared  a year  pre- 
vious. A company  of  cavalry,  who  had  been  highly 
bribed,  were  to  close  up  the  Corso  and  other  outlets 
to  the  place,  alter  which  a massacre  of  all  the  Pie- 
formists  present  was  to  have  taken  place.  M.  Gras- 
silini,  Governor  of  Rome  would  have  remained  in- 
active, and  the  Pope,  who  meets  with  little  support 
in  the  College  of  Cardinals,  would  have  been  lorced 
to  demand  a few  regiments  of  Austrian  troops,  to 
restore  order.  Indeed  it  is  now  certainly  known  that 
a column  of  Austrian  liifantiy  had  advanced  to  Fer- 
rara, to  be  in  readiness  to  occupy  Rome.  Once  here, 
Metlernich  and  the  Jesuits  would  have  unscrupu- 
lously managed  matters  to  their  liking,  without 
taking  into  account  the  rights  or  lives  of  the  people. 

The  indignation  of  the  Romans,  when  this  plot 
was  discovered  knew  no  bounds,  and  handbills  were 
soon  posted  giving  the  names  of  Ihe  conspirators, 
with  a threat  to  those  who  should  tear  them  down. 
At  the  iiead  of  the  list  was  the  Cardinal  Lambruschini, 
who  made  his  escape  instanter.  Next  came  ine 
Governor,  Grassilini,  a Sicilian  priest,  who  also  took 
post  horses  without  delay;  nor  were  the  other  14 
functionaries  accused  slow  in  follow'ing  the  example 
thus  set.  Captain  Jtluzzardti  fell  into  the  hands  ol 
the  people  as  he  was  passing  the  city  gate,  and 
would  have  met  with  summary  justice  had  Prince 
Torlonianol  rescued  him,  while  thousands  blocked 
up  the  street  ol  Saeila  Jindrtti  delle  Pratle  at  midnight, 
encouraging,  by  loud  cries,  their  leaders  who  were 


searching  for  a noted  spy  named  Minardi.  Early 
next  morning,  the  Gvardia  Civica,  though  not  orga-  j 
nised,  took  up  arms  and  restored  tranquillity.— 
Cardinal  Ferretti  removed  Grassilini  and  appointed  i 
as  Governor  of  Rome  Giuseppe  Morandi,  an  officer  of 
finances.  Prince  Rospigliosi  resumed  command  of  the  i 
civic  guard,  and  Lieut.  Colonelcies  were  accepted 
by  the  Princes  de  Piombino,  Corsini,Torlonia  and 
Doria  Pamphi/i.  The  new  Governor  made  an  ad- 
dress to  the  people,  corps  de  garde  were  temporarily  ' 
established  at  the  palaces,  and  all  is  now  calm  again. 

The  conduct  of  the  people  in  this  affair  convinces 
me  that  the  Italians,  so  long  enslaved,  are  longing 
to  give  full  vent  to  those  aspirations  after  freedom 
which  are  coeval  with  human  existence;  and  though  ‘! 
monarchy  may  dam  up  their  spirits  a while  longer, 
the  congregated  mass  will  finally  burst  through  all  | 
opposition,  setting  the  Tdeschi  (Austrians^  at  defi-  i 
ance.  Even  the  chief  weapon  of  the  Viennese  ty-  [ 
rants.  Divide  el  Iinperet,  is  beginning  to  turn  against  j 
them;  for  the  constant  political  agitations  so  artfully  i 
fermented,  have,  like  lightning,  served  to  purify  the  | 
element  they  disturbed.  Every  llalian,  who  gave  1 
indications  of  talent,  has  been  drawn  into  the  vortex  i 
— some  to  languish,  for  years,  in  Ihe  dungeons  of : 
Spielburg,  others  to  pass  years  of  exile  in  foreign  i 
lands.  But,  as  the  action  of  flint  and  steel  produces 
fire,  so  have  constant  discussion  and  persecution  j 
enlightened  the  national  intellect,  that  nearly  every  , 
inhabitant  of  the  Peninsula  earnestly  desires  libertv. 
Ausliia  may  oppress — France  may  aid  her,  in  order  | 
to  gain  support  for  the  Fhilippists — England  may  ■ 
stand  aloof — but  Italy  will  be  free.  j 

Here  he  would  remark,  with  proper  deference,"  ^ 
that  we  do  not  consider  the  powerful  sway  of  the  . 
Roman  Catholic  Church  an  insurmountable  impedi- 
ment to  llalian  independence;  for  it  must  be  admitted,  ‘ 
that  men  were  brave  and  patriotic,  long  before  the 
Reformation — showing,  at  Venice  and  Genoa,  a ^ 
love  of  freedom  rarely  since  surpassed.  When  that  i 
mighty  struggle  came  on,  all  the  monarchs  of  j 
Europe  were  Catholics;  while  a large  majority  | 
of  the  Reformers  were  of  the  lower  orders,  who  ; 
only  sought  a purification  of  the  Church,  whose  t 
fundamental  dogmas  were  not  attacked.  The  into- 
lerable spirit  ol  the  then  privileged  classes  was  di- 
rected against  these  innovators,  « ho  were  naturally 
excited  against  their  persecutors,  and  naturally  en- 
deavored to  change  Governments  which  espoused  a . 
creed  they  had  determined  first  to  reform,  then  to 
cast  away.  Yet  it  was  not  as  lefonners,  but  as  men, 
that  they  wished  to  change  the  rulers  which  oppress- 
ed them;  and  it  was  Persecution  and  not  Prolestant- 
ism,  that  made  men  Republicans.  Oue  finds  little^ 
of  a liberal  or  exalted  character  in  the  politics  of 
England;  and  loyally  is  inculcated  Iheie  from  the 
pulpit  as  fervently  as  here. 

Well  inlurmed  members  of  the  priesthood  here, 
indeed,  are  far  from  thinking  that,  when  oppression 
will  cease,  their  spiritual  power  must  diminish. — 
On  the  contrary,  they  prophesy  a large  increase  of 
the  Catliotic  Church,  when  its  centre  shall  become 
disenthralled.  It  was  this  idea  which  rendered  O’- 
Connell so  great  a lavorite  here;  and  it  was  eloquently 
discussed  by  Falhet  Venlura,  in  the  funeral  discourse 
he  delivered  over  the  heart  of  the  Irish  orator.  “It 
was  his  poH  eiful  arm  th  .1  pierced  English  Proles- 
laiitism  to  the  heart,  will)  the  sword  of  liberty,”  said 
this  excellent  prelate,  who  is  one  of  Itie  popular 
idols.  Is  there  a tumult,  the  presence  of  Father 
Ventura  calms  tlie  excited  tumuli  at  once;  and  a few 
words  Irom  his  mouth  disperse  a mob  easier  than 
the  carbineers  of  Cardinal  Gizzi.  He  is  ably  se- 
conded by  a wine  merchant,  nanied  Jlngtlo  Bruneiti 
— or,  as  the  people  call  him,  “ Cicrencc/ito,”  who 
can  lead  2U,IIUU  men  according  to  tils  pleasure,  so  : 
great  is  his  popular  influence.  'I’his  has  been  won 
by  his  sterling  talent,  coupled  with  an  honesty  rarely  | 
seen  in  llalj  ; while  bis  property  lias  been  so  enlarg- 
ed, by  a close  attention  to  business,  as  to  enable 
him  to  relieve  much  misery.  His  value  as  a popular 
pacificator  is  so  highly  esteemed  by  the  nubility  , that 
they  have  invited  iiim,  liiis  week,  to  a dinner,  given 
at  their  Club  House,  and  preseuicd  him  with  a rich 
gold  snuffbox. 

While  the  more  enlightened  of  the  priesthood  are 
zealous  for  liberty  m the  Papal  iSiates,  no  exertions 
are  omitted  for  the  spread  ol  their  doctrines,  and  the 
College  of  the  Propaganda  is  crowded  with  missionary 
students.  A large  traction  of  these  are  destined  lor 
the  United  Stales,  where,  according  to  a recently  ’ 
published  report,  Catholicism  is  making  rapid  pro- 
gress. “Ill  179U,  there  was  but  the  diocese  of  Balti- 
more; in  1831,  there  W'ere  eleven;  in  1843,  seventeen; 
in  1846,  twenty  five;  and  three  more  are  about  to  be 
created.”  'I'liis  statement  is  official.  E.  Y.  N. 

RUSSIA. 

Fire.— On  the  22d  ult.,  a terrible  fire  broke  out  at 
Kasan,  in  Russia,  which  entirely  destroyed  106 
houses  and  2 churches.  The  emperor  sent  25,U0O 
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effective  roubles  (lOO.OOOf-)  to  be  distribute'i  ainon^ 
the  persons  vvho'e  property  was  destroyed,  and  21,- 
000  roubles  towards  the  expenses  of  reconstructing; 
the  houses. 

Russin7t  gold  tniites — London  letter  in  the  New 
York  Courier  says: 

“By  the  returns  published  at  St.  Petersburg,  the 
produce  of  gold  obtained  from  the  washings  of  the 
rivers,  &c.  during  the  last  year,  was  equal  to  <il7,- 
000,000,  and  the  average  of  the  last  six  years  has 
been  !§12,000,000.  This  return,  which  continues  to 
increase  every  year,  is  enormous,  and  is  equal  to  the 
whole  produce  of  South  America  in  its  palmiest 
times.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  mines  are  so  very 
rich,  as  that  the  quantity  of  labor  to  be  obtained  is 
very  great  for  very  small  cost.  Three  days  in  the 
week  the  serf  works  for  his  lord,  three  days  he  tills 
the  ground  for  his  own  support.  His  lord  protects 
him  from  all  ill-usage,  (except  his  own,)  feeds  him 
when  ill,  and  pays  his  medical  attendant  for  him; 
gives  him  a suit  of  clothes  a year,  and  in  return  takes 
from  him  all  the  gold  he  finds.  If  a Ilussian  serf 
raises  more  gold  than  four  dollars  a year,  he  gives  a 
profit  to  his  master.” 

BELGIUM. 

Frighl/ul  loss  of  life  in  a coal  mine. — Brussels, 
July  19.  On  the  night  of  the  16th  inst.,  a destruc- 
tive fiie  broke  out  on  the  premises  connected  with 
the  .Marihaye  coal  works,  near  Seraing.  It  origina- 
ted in  the  engine  room  near  the  mouth  of  the  pit, 
and  rapidly  spread,  catching  in  its  progress,  and 
burning  the  ladders  and  ropes  which  served  for  de- 
scending into  the  coal  pit,  and  thus  cutting  off  for 
the  lime  all  means  of  escape  for  164  workmen  who 
were  at  work  therein.  The  first  signal  of  their  dan- 
ger was  the  appearance  of  dense  columns  of  smoke 
which  came  down  Irom  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  The 
woikmen  immediately  rushed  to  the  ladders,  but  the 
foremost,  after  ascending  them  a short  distance, 
were  either  suffocated  and  fell  dead  on  the  ground, 
or  killed  by  the  falling  of  burning  materials  from 
the  top  of  the  shaft.  The  fire  was  after  great  ef- 
forts, mastered,  and  a descent  into  the  pit  made, 
when  a most  frightlnl  sight  presented  itsel  f.  The 
dead,  the  dying,  and  the  wounded,  lay  all  scattered 
about  the  place.  Forty  nine  dead  bodies  were  taken 
out  of  the  pit,  and  thirty  one  alive,  but  most  of  them 
badly  wounded.  Search  was  being  made  for  the 
rema  nder. 

SWITZERLAND. 

On  the  27ih  ult.,  at  Berne,  was  installed  the  new 
“Swiss  popular  association,”  and  its  objects  are 
avowed  to  be  threefold— first,  the  expulsion  of  the 
Jesuits;  second,  the  dissolution  by  main  force  of  the 
Sonderbiind,  or  league  of  the  seven  cantons;  and 
third,  a revision  of  the  federal  compact.  A com- 
mittee is  to  sit  at  Berne,  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  decrees  of  this  association.  The  existence 
of  such  an  association  in  the  presence  of  the  Son- 
derbund  is  calculated  to  lead  to  a civil  war  in  two 
ways— either  by  its  own  action,  or  by  forcing  the 
diet  to  carry  its  own  decrees  into  execution. 

The  Helvetic  of  the  29lh  ult.  announces  that  the 
French  government  had  determined  not  to  support 
the  Sonderbund,  and  that  the  league  of  the  seven 
cantons  is  consequently  about  to  be  dissolved. 

The  women  oi  the  Sonderbund  have  formed  them- 
selves into  a military  body,  amounting  in  number  to 
672.  'J'hey  carry  muskets  or  carbines,  have  officers, 
passwords,  and,  in  fact,  a complete  military  orian-i- 
zation. 

AFRICA. 

Vulcanic  eruption.—A  violent  eruption  of  the  vol- 
cano of  the  island  of  Fogo,  Cape  Verd,  took  place  on 
the  9ih  of  April. 

AUSTRIA. 

The  empire — its  manvfacUtres. — We  have  before  us 
an  interestmg  letter  Irom  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Benj.  Kurtz,  the  editor  of  the  Lutheran  Observer  in 
Baltimore,  Irom  which  we  gather  the  following  in- 
formation in  relation  to  Austria,  the  extent  ol  the 
empire,  and  its  commerce  with  this  country.  The 
Austrian  empire,  according  to  the  gentleman  quoted, 
consists  of  twelve  distinct  states  differing  from  each 
other  in  language,  customs,  and  laws,  viz:  Austria 
proper,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Silesia,  Styria,  Illyria, 
Tyrol,  tVloravia,  Gallicia,  Transylvania,  Dalmatia, 
and  Lombardy;  embraces  in  territory  3U0,0U0  square 
miles,  and  containing  38,000,000  of  inhabiiaius,  is 
more  populous  than  either  France  or  Great  Britain, 
and  almost  doubling  the  population  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  geographical  position  of  the  empire,  its  popu- 
lation and  resources,  have  always  given  to  Austria 
great  influence  over  the  olher  continental  powers  of 
Europe.  Even  in  the  most  disastrous  times  for  the 
empire,  when  its  armies  were  everywhere  defeated, 
and  Its  capital  occupied  by  foreign  troops,  Austria 
was  still  unshorn  ot  her  influence,  and  the  congress 
of  Vienua  left  her  in  possession  of  more  territory 


than  she  held  before  the  French  revolution.  Her 
manufactures  and  commerce  are  both  rapidly  riling 
in  importance.  Tiie  United  S’ales  consul  at  Prie-te 
reports  that  the  imports  from  .America  are  daily  in- 
creasing, as  Ihe  value  of  imports  in  1341  amounted 
to  only  30,000  florins,  and  in  1844  to  4,307,00')  flo 
rins.  In  the  year  184)  there  is  an  increase  of  80,000 
floi  ins  on  the  preceding  year.  In  the  year  1843,  an 
increase  of  492,600  florins  on  the  year  1842.  And 
in  the  year  1844,  an  increase  of  734,400  florins  on 
the  year  1843.  'Die  expirls  fiom  Austria  to  the 
United  States  have  likewise  increased.  The  princi- 
pal article  of  import  from  the  United  States  is  cot- 
ton, of  which  the  quantity  imported  of  late  years  has 
vastly  increased.  [Philadelphia  Inquire’'. 

CuixA. — The  stale  of  affairs  in  China  was  still  unsat- 
isfactory. Up  to  the  231  IVIay,  wdien  the  last  accounts 
left  Canton,  all  business  remained  suspended,  and  fresh 
disturbances  were  anticipated.  The  mob  bad  menac- 
ed the  governor.  Keying,  for  his  recent  concessions  to 
fireigners,  and  threatened  to  burn  his  palace  if  he  at- 
tempted to  give  effect  to  the  terms  of  the  lale  treaty;  es- 
pecially in  so  far  as  regarded  a concession  to  the  Eng- 
lish ot  adequate  land  for  dwellings,  warehouses,  &c.  on 
the  Honan  side  of  the  river,  a site  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  factories,  and  space 
for  the  formation  of  a ceinetryat  Whampoa.  Mr.  Pope 
who  had  been  appointed  to  inspect  the  grounds  for  these 
purposes  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt. — 
Under  these  circumstances  a fresh  expedhion  against 
Canton  was  expected.  The  Pluto  was  stationed  oppo- 
site the  British  factory,  and  the  Scout  was  ordereu  to 
approach  as  near  as  possible  to  the  city. 

INDIA. 

From  Madras,  June  9,  information  has  been  received 
of  a fresh  breaking  out  of  an  insurrection  in  Goomsoor. 
The  substance  of  it  is  simply  that  Chokra  Bissnye  has 
managed  somehow  to  muster  a force  of  5,000  strong,  at 
the  head  of  vt'hich  he  has  perpetrated  several  outrages 
and  that  the  sacrifice  of  four  human  victims  h id  been 
made  hy  some  of  the  hill  tribes,  as  a proof  of  their  sin- 
cere resolution  to  stand  by  this  arch  revolter.  Colonels 
Dyce  and  Campbell  are  represented  as  preparing  all  the 
counteractive  measures  that  the  emergency  allowed  of. 
With  this  exception  India  remained  tranquil. 
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The  Washington  Union,  continues  earnestly  to 
urge  an  adherence  to  itie  usages  of  the  party,  and 
the  assembling  of  a National  Nominating  Conven- 
tion, and  furnishes  numerous  extracts  from  the  par- 
ty journals  to  the  same  effect.  We  find  tho  follow- 
ing in  the  Union,  extracted  from  the  Belfast  (Maine) 
Journal: 

A NATIONAL  CONVENTION.  The  tone  of  the  demo- 
cratic press  throughout  the  Union  is  decidedly  in 
favor  of  a national  convention,  by  means  of  which 
the  democratic  parly  may  be  united  upon  any  mat- 
ters upon  which  there  may  now  be  diflerences  of 
opinion,  and  a union  of  its  vast  energies  effected 
upon  some  one  of  its  many  worthy  members  for  the 
presidency.  Upon  the  great  questions  of  national 
policy,  the  great  landmarks  of  systems  and  policies, 
there  are  no  differences  of  opinion,  and  a paramount 
regard  for  these  requires  that  no  new  issues  should 
operate  or  distract  and  perhaps  destroy  ug.  As  our 
whole  political  and  social  fabric  is  a system  of  com- 
promises, so  should  be  all  sections  of  our  party  in 
their  intetcoiiise  with  each  other;  having  in  fact  a 
common  interest,  it  would  be  madness  to  sacrifice 
that,  when,  by  a wise  discretion,  through  mutual  con- 
cessions, harmony  of  I'eeling,  and  vigor  of  action 
may  be  secured. 

It  IS  not  too  early  to  discuss  the  qualifications  of 
candidates,  to  weigh  the  claims  of  familiar  names, 
and  bring  forward  new  ones;  but  it  is  too  early  for 
sections  or  individuals  to  rest  upon  any  one  name, 
and  either  decidedly,  or  with  any  degree  of  warmth 
of  feeling,  cling  to  that  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 
This  should  be  an  open  question,  and  the  members 
of  a national  convention  should  be  prepared  to  meet 
it  as  such,  and  in  their  final  action-  liaving  a view  to 
efi'ecl  a strict  organization  and  undoubted  success  by 
a due  respect  to  the  opinions  of  others,  as  well  as  a 
manly  advocacy  of  their  own. 

Under  such  circumstances,  no  one  can  doubt  that 
there  will  be  another  democratic  administration 
succeeding  to  this.  Never  before  were  the  great 
principles  of  liberal  government,  as  embodied  in  the 
creed  of  the  republican  parly,  more  firmly  seated 
in  the  affections  of  the  people  than  at  this  moment. 
Reflection,  aided  by  experience,  has  enlightened  all 
honest  seekers  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  coun- 
try, and  thousands  who  held  to  whiggery  liave  aban- 
doned it  as  unsound  in  theory,  and  mischievous  in 
practice;  while  the  wavering  in  the  republican  ranks 
tiave  been  continued,  anJ  the  ever  firm  and  unwa- 
vering encouraged  to  renewed  tiope  and  ell'orts. — 
What  olher  results  could  be  expected,  when  the 
candid  citizen  views  the  falsification  of  “whig  prin- 


ciples,” and  the  very  measures  which  were  once 
upheld  as  the  shibboleth  of  a great  party,  now  the 
mere  ridicule  of  old  friends.’  What  other  result, 
when  an  unparalleled  prosperity — areal  prosperity, 
unlike  tho  speculative  fever,  arising  from  whig 
banks,  followed  by  universal  ruin  and  b.inknipt  laws 
— lias  succeeded  democratic  measures,  which  it  was 
predicted  would  at  once  produce  wide  spread  ruin? 
What  other  result,  when  whiggery  exhibits  an  abso- 
lute affinity  with  the  old  toryism  which  ever  betrays 
the  country,  to  aid  and  comfort  the  public  enemy? 

Whatever  may  be  tho  result  of  the  national  con- 
vention, if  it  shall  be  conducted  in  the  fair  and  liberal 
spirit  to  which  we  have  adverted,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  it  will  then  be  ratified  by  the  people.  In  the 
meantime,  let  the  republican  party  be  attentive  to 
its  organization,  and  in  the  stateand  local  elections, 
the  preparatory  struggles,  take  care  that  the  prestige 
of  success  do  not  remain  with  our  opponents.  The 
state  election  which  is  now  close  at  hand  in  Maine, 
should  receive  our  earnest  consideration.  With 
every  hope  and  motive  of  success,  only  through  our 
own  negligence  have  we  reason  to  fear  any  other 
result  than  one  the  most  honorable  to  ourselves, 
and  encouraging  to  the  cause  of  sound  principles 
throughout  the  Union. 

WiLitiOT  Proviso.  Parties  are  beginning  to  define 
their  position  with  somewhat  more  clearness  on  this 
vexed  question,  and  we  find  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  prevailing  in  the  same  party  in  difl'eraiit 
sections  of  the  country,  in  regard  to  it. 

The  Union  thus  takes  Us  groun  d on  the  subject:  — 
“We  frankly  tell  our  friends  in  all  qiiarters  of  the 
country,  that  we  are  not  less  enthusiastically  devoted 
to  the  Union  than  any  of  them,  but  that  its  benefits 
should  be  shared  alike  by  all — as  the  dews  of  heaven, 
which  fall  upon  all;  that  the  south  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  acquiesce  in  any  olher  arrangement;  and 
that  there  appears  to  be  no  other  method  of  remov- 
ing the  difficulty  than,  in  place  o-f  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso, to  substitute  that  spirit  of  compromise  which 
has  been  twice  acted  on  upon  two  other  memorable 
occasions.  This  opinion  we  hare  previsously  re- 
peatedly expressed'^  aad  we  repeat  it  now,  with  a 
deeper  conviction  than  ever  of  its  truth.  Lit  us  not 
deceive  ourselves.  To  refuse  all  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory from  Mexico,  as  the  means  of  “indemnity  for 
tlie  past  and  security  for  the  future,”  would  be 
worse  than  folly.  It  would  be  a confession  of  the 
weakness  of  our  political  institutions.  It  would 
both  be  a treacherous  sacrifice  to  the  spirit  of  aboli- 
tionism, and  would  manifest  a cowardly  fear  of  the 
strength  of  our  government.” 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  leading  administration  paper  in  New  York,  thus 
comments  on  the  position  of  the  Union;  “At  length 
the  thousands  and  millions  of  democratic  citizens  of 
the  free  and  slave  states,  have  presented  to  them  the 
painful  spectacle  of  a print  established  at  the  seat 
of  government,  and  claiming  the  high  and  honorable 
position  of  being  the  organ  of  communication  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  public,  so  far  forget- 
ful of  its  duty  to  maintain  only  those  great  and  glo- 
rious interests  in  which  the  very  existence  of  liberty 
is  staked,  as  to  advocate  the  views  of  a peculiar  sec- 
tion, and  those  too,  of  wrong  and  oppression.  We 
say  the  views  of  a section,  and  we  might  have  added 
quite  a small  section  of  the  nation.  The  cause  es- 
poused by  tile  Washingtoji  Union,  is  hostile  to  the 

interests  of  every  freeman  in  the  northern  states 

it  i»  hostile  to  the  views  of  the  citizens  of  Delaware 
and  probably  of  Western  Virginia,  of  Kentuckyl 
Missouri,  a portion  of  Tennessee,  and  N.  Carolina, 
and  to  the  unbiassed  sentiments  of  thousands  of  voters 
in  the  slave  holding  slates,  who  have  no  interest  m 
that  peculiar  kind  of  property. 

“It  is  painful  to  witness- Shis  advocacy  of  a mere 
local  institution,  in  which  not  more  than  a million 
of  the  citizens  of  this  republic  have  any  pecuniary 
interest,  at  the  expense  uf  the  welfare  and  prospe- 
rity of  nineteen  millions  who  have  no  such  interest; 
but  vastly  more  painful  is  it  to  witness  a print  which 
holds  the  leadership  of  a party,  the  most  glorious 
distinction  of  which  is,  that  it  defends  the  right  of 
man,  and  pledges  to  their  development  and  security 
its  very  existence,  advocate  the  extension  of  human 
oppression  and  the  sacrifice  of  human  rights.  Loy- 
ally to  the  principles  which  are  so  dear  to  every 
democratic  citizen,  and  which,  alter  so  many  thou- 
sand years  of  conflict  with  injustice,  have  as  yet 
acquired  only  a limited  influence  in  tho  world,  should 
burn  with  the  purest  flame  in  every  democratic  bo- 
som.” 

To  the  charge  of  the  Post,  that  the  proposition  of 
the  Union  was  sectional,  the  Union  replies:  “Wo 
deny  that  the  propoaition  which  we  maintain  can, 
with  any  degree  of  fairaeas,  he  stigmatized  as  “sec- 
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tional.”  Our  proposition  is,  that  federal  legislation 
ought  not  to  prevent  the  diverse  interests,  institu- 
tions, and  population  of  the  two  sections  of  our 
country  from  sharing  of  the  territory  between  them. 
The  Post’s  proposition  is,  that  congress  ought  to  see 
to  it  that  there  be  no  such  sharing  of  the  territoi  j 
between  the  people  ana  the  institutions  of  the  north 
and  of  the  south,  but  that  the  social  organization  of 
the  north  ought,  by  its  votes  in  congress,  to  exclude 
that  of  the  south  from  the  new  territory  altogether. 
Now,  on  this  mere  statement  of  the  question,  in  ad- 
vance of  one  word  of  argument,  we  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  the  Post  to  answer  us  which  one  of  these 
two  propositions  is  the  more  sectional? 

****** 

“We  still  hold  that  the  constitution  was  founded 
on  a principle  of  compromise,  and  that  the  same  spi- 
rit should  preside  in  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment as  in  its  formation;  that  on  tw'o  previous 
oucasions  the  difficulty  which  threatened  to  distract 
the  states  was  adjusted  on  the  principle  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise;  and  that  the  question  ought  again 
to  be  settled  on  the  same  principle.” 

The  State  Journal,  published  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  an  article  upon  the  subject,  from  which  we 
quote  as  follows: 

“No  EXTENSION  OF  TERRITORY.  A large  portion 
of  the  American  press — and  a large  body  of  Ame- 
rican patriots  and  statesmen — have  adopted,  as  a 
motto  expressive  of  their  views  and  sentiments, 
“J/o  extension  of  slate  territory."  Various  and  weigh- 
ty considerations  operate  to  induce  us  so  far  to 
change  this  declaration  of  sentiment,  as  to  make  it 
avow  our  opposition  to  any  and  all  extension  of  ter- 
ritorial limits. 

“By  excluding  all  further  extension  of  our  terri- 
tory, we  remove  a bone  of  contention  fraught  with 
all  the  evils  of  Pandora’s  box,  from  among  the 
people  of  these  states.  By  this  course,  we  at  once 
and  effectually  silence  all  wrangling  and  discussion 
among  ourselves,  as  to  whether  territory  which 
might  be  acquired  shall  be  slave  or  free  territory. — 
We  might,  (that  question  out  of  the  way)  continue 
to  be  an  united  people.  Viewed  in  this  aspect,  we 
regard  this  as  by  far  preferable  to  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso.” 

The  Charleston  Mercury,  speaking  of  the  abolition- 
ists and  emancipators,  uses  the  following  language; 
“B  .fflcd  in  past  attempts,  they  now  resort  to  tlie 
“Wilmot  Proviso,”  which  promises  a surer,  though 
a slower  death.  By  this  means  they  propose  to  cir- 
cumscribe our  territorial  limits,  and  by  hemming  us 
in  on  all  sides;  and  preventing  emigration,  exhaust 
our  lands,  while  they  force  upon  us  a redun- 
dant and  useless  population.  The  thirteen  original 
states  of  the  Union  comprised  an  area  of  371,124 
square  miles,  of  which  the  six  slave  states  contained 
226,000  or  22  37ths  of  the  whole,  and  the  non  slave- 
holding states  145,124  or  15  37ths.  Now,  the  entire 
extent  of  our  common  country  is  2,920,000  square 
miles,  of  which  the  slave  states  possess  860,000,  nut 
quite  11  37ihs,  and  the  others  2,060,000,  or  25  37ths; 
being  a growth  in  the  latter  of  fourteen  times  their 
original  size,  while  in  the  same  period  of  time  the 
slave  stales  have  not  quadrupled  theirs. 

But  far  from  being  satisfied  with  these  inordinate 
acquisitions,  and  disregarding  the  compromise  so 
recently  adopted  on  the  admission  of  Missouri,  it  is 
arrogantly  and  insultingly  proclaimed,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  our  Mexican  acquisitions,  that  the  slaves  of 
the  south  shall  never  transcend  their  present  boun- 
daries! 

The  growth  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
has  attracted  too  much  atlentton,  and  been  too  fre- 
quently the  subject  of  speculation  as  to  its  future 
extent,  to  permit  the  supposition  that  the  consequen- 
ces to  which  the  proposed  restriction  must  inevita- 
bly lead,  can  have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  by 
whom  it  is  proposed.  We  are  bound,  on  the  contrary 
to  believe,  that  the  end  deliberately  contemplated,  is 
the  total  annihilation  of  the  black  race  in  the  United 
States. 

The  population  of  the  slaveholding  states,  which 
advanced  from  5,771,000,  in  1830,  to  7,255,000,  in 
1840,  will,  in  the  same  ratio  of  increase,  reach,  in 
1950,  a century  only  from  the  present  lime,  90,000,- 
UUO!  The  proposition,  tlien,  is  to  assign  a limited 
territory  of  860,000  square  miles  to  a population 
which  it  is  clearly  foreseen  will  in  a fewycars  reach 
90,000,000,  120  persons  to  the  square  mile.  This 
statement  will  appear  startling,  and  perhaps  vision- 
ary, but  such  in  fact  is  the  proposition,  and  if  carried 
out,  such  must  be  the  result. 

The  population  of  the  slaveholding  stales  is  com- 
posed of  two  races — tlie  Anglo  Saxon  and  the  negro; 
and  the  latter  number  but  one  third  of  the  whole. — 
Every  intelligent  mind  must  perceive  what  effects 
the  progressive  growth  of  this  population  must  have 


upon  the  relative  condition  of  the  two  races  long 
before  the  point  we  indicated  is  reached.  The  rapid 
increase  of  laborers  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
emigra'ing,  or  the  right  to  own  land.  Will  as  rapidly 
reduce  the  value  of  labor,  until  that  point  is  attained 
when  the  wages  of  ihe  laborer  will  be  worth  no  more 
than  the  cost  of  his  subsistence.  When  that  takes 
place,  the  negro  laborer,  having  been  gradually  de- 
preciating year  by  year,  will  cease  to  possess  any 
value  as  properly,  since  his  wages  will  be  no  longer 
adequate  to  his  subsistence,  and  the  charges  of  in- 
fancy, sickness,  and  age.  This  appears  to  us  so 
obvious  as  not  to  need  an  argument  to  maintain  it. — 
Tills  subject  will  be  continued  in  our  next,  and  we 
will  endeavor  to  show  that  this  measure,  if  carried, 
will  lead  to  the  extirpation  of  the  negro  race  in 
America.” 

The  Richmond  ff'hig  speaking  on  the  same  subject 
says: — “There  is  but  one  possible  way  to  defeat  the 
maciiinations  of  these  men  (i.  e.  those  who  bring  up 
this  question  of  slavery)  whom  to  call  parricides, 
would  be  to  descend  to  base H.iUery.  It  is  for  every 
lover  of  the  Union — for  every  friend  of  his  country; 
for  every  true  born  American  to  resist  the  introduc- 
tion of  more  territory  into  the  Union.  Let  him  make 
up  his  mind  to  stand  by  the  Union,  and  to  submit  to 
receive  no  gift  which  will  bring  its  continuance  into 
danger.  Like  the  Trojan  tiorse  this  fatal  gift  of 
Mexican  territory  is  fraught  with  danger  and  death; 
like  the  unwary  Trojans,  let  us  not  break  down  the 
walls  and  admit  it  into  the  citadel.  Let  us  repel  it, 
those  who  offer  it  to  us.  Then  and  then  only  can 
we  be  safe;  then  and  then  only  will  we  havedone  our 
duty  to  the  Union,  to  ourselves,  and  mankind  in  gen- 
eral, whose  hopes  arc  wrapped  up  in  the  success  of 
our  great  experiment.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A TRIBUTE  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  THOSE  GALLANT  OF- 
FICERS OF  THE  1st  DRAGOONS,  WHO  FELL  IN  DE- 
FENCE OF  THEIR  COUNTRY  IN  THE  PRESENT  WAR. 

Death  loves  to  strike 
Where  deepest  he  can  wound: 

And  deepest  loss  his  shafts  inflict 
Is  not  the  numbers — but  the  men. 

If,  as  the  poet  says,  “death  loves  a shining  mark,” 
truly  does  the  demon  of  war  select  for  his  victims 
the  choicest  spirits  among  the  noble  and  the  brave. 
How  large  and  frequent  have  been  his  gleanings  of 
this  kind  among  the  officers  and  men  of  our  gallant, 
though  little  army,  as  if  to  neutralize  the  glory  it  has 
acquired  in  the  present  war,  and  as  a tax  upon  the 
immortal  fame  of  its  unparalleled  achievements! — 
He  has  demanded,  lime  and  again,  the  flower  and 
chivalry  of  the  noble  spirits  that  compose  her  gallant 
regiments — and  on  the  1st  dragoons  his  exactions 
have  been  painfully  exorbitant. 

This  regiment  had  acquired  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Kearny,  a high  rank — a most  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  accomplished  soldiership.  The  personet  of 
this  regiment,  moral,  intellectual  and  physical,  was  oj 
the  very  highest  order,  and  furnished  a living  and 
mighty  demonstration,  resistless  as  the  omnipotency 
of  truth,  that  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  are  the 
strength,  glory  and  efficiency  of  the  soldier.  And 
when  the  war  began — when  the  first  notes  of  the  cla 
rion  came  upon  the  breeze  of  the  south — how  ardent 
the  enthusiasm,  how  uncontrollable  the  desire  in 
every  breast  to  hasten  to  the  field  of  strife,  to  join 
their  brother  soldiers  there.  But  what  a change  has 
one  short  year  wrought  among  and  upon  that  gallant 
band,  that  left  here  so  full  of  hope — so  replete  with 
devotion  to  their  country — so  ambitious  of  fame. — 
Who  can  recall  to  remembrance  without  sad  and 
mournful  reflections,  their  gallant  bearing — their 
proud  and  brilliant  array,  as  they  defiled  from  out 
the  grove  that  shades  the  green  parade  of  the  fort,  as 
the  band  poured  forth  the  ricli  and  soul-inspiring 
notes  of  our  finest  national  airs!  The  very  horses 
appeared  to  partake  of  the  martial  enthusiasm  of 
their  riders,  and  to  be  impatient  for  the  battle  they 
seemed  to  smell  afar  off.  But  alas!  how  many  of 
those  stalw  art  arms  are  now  paralyzed  in  death! — 
How  many  of  those  gallant  hearts,  whose  every  pul- 
sation was  for  honor,  truth  and  chivalry,  are  cold  and 
still  as  the  dust  of  the  valley  that  enshrouds  their 
mouldering  bodies!  How  many  of  those  gallant  and 
manly  forms  that  were  borne  away  on  their  proud 
and  prancing  steeds,  now  sleep  the  sleep  that  knows 
no  Vi  akiiig,  and  year  after  year  the  lone  minds  of 
heaven  shall  wail  their  sad  requiem  over  their  slum- 
bering dust,  while  spring,  unconscious  of  sorrow,  wo 
and  care,  will  hang  her  garlands  of  peace  around, 
and  autumn  will  shower  his  faded  glories — sad  em- 
blems of  mortality  upon  the  lonely  graves  of  the 
good,  the  generous  and  Uie  brave. 

The  first  on  the  list  of  the  gallant  officers  of  the 
1st  dragoons,  who  fell  in  battle,  is  Capt.  John  H.  K. 


Burgwin,  than  whom  a better  or  a braver  man  nev- 
er yielded  his  life  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  A 
brief  notice  of  this  west  estimable  man  and  invalua- 
ble officer,  is  all  we  can  present,  for  no  communira- 
t ion,  however  extended  and  ably  drawn,  could  do 
justice  to  his  merits.  He  was  a native  of  N.  Caro- 
lina and  descended  from  one  of  the  first  families  in 
the  .vtate,  where  his  father  still  resides,  to  mourn  hts 
irreparable  loss. 

At  an  early  age  Captain  Burgwin  entered  West 
Point  acaniedy — an  institution  that  is  equalled  by 
none  in  the  world,  and  which  has  imparted  that  high 
moral  and  chivalric  character  to  our  army,  which 
renders  its  officers  so  invincible  in  war,  and  so  dis- 
tinguished for  the  gentler  virtues  in  peace.  He  gra- 
duated with  distinguished  honors,  and  then  entered 
the  army,  serving  some  years  in  the  infantry,  from 
which  he  was  transferred  to  the  lai  dragoons  at  its 
formation,  in  which  he  served  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  February  last,  from  a wound 
receivid  on  the  4th  of  that  mouth,  at  the  battle  of 
Puebla  de  Taos  in  N.  M.  He  fell  in  the  37th  year 
of  his  age,  lamenied  by  all,  for  none  knew  him,  but 
to  love  and  esteem  him. 

The  writer  of  this  short  biography,  who  was  hon- 
ored with  his  friendship  and  intimacy  for  several 
years,  can  say  of  him,  that  there  is  not  a virtue  which 
adorns  and  elevates  human  character,  that  Captain 
Burgwin  did  not  possess  in  its  living  and  practical 
character,  and  the  writer  can  as  truly  say,  that  if  he 
possessed  a single  defect,  he  knew  it  not.  His  mind 
was  of  the  first  order,  and  highly  cultivated,  not  on- 
ly in  all  that  pertained  to  his  profession,  but  also  in 
all  that  constituted  the  general  science  and  literature 
of  the  times;  and  with  the  firmness  and  inflexibility 
of  the  soldier  were  combined  Ihe  choicest  refinement 
of  manners,  purity  of  sentiment,  integrity  of  princi- 
ple, and  gentleness  of  spirit.  Nature  seems  in  him 
to  have  furnished  a living  demonstration  of  an  im- 
portant truth,  which  many  are  slow  in  receiving — 
that  every  virtue  which  can  beautify  humanity,  can 
enter  into  combination  with  the  higliest  virtues  and 
noblest  excellencies  of  the  soldier— and  that  the 
latter,  are  all  the  better,  the  brighter,  and  the  no- 
bler, when  found  in  combination  with  the  former. 

In  the  language  of  the  master  poet  and  delineator 
of  human  character,  we  would  say  of  our  la.i.ented 
friend, 

“His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him,  liiat  nature  might  stand  up 

And  say  to  all  the  world,  This  was  a man." 

The  iiexl  is  Capt.  Benjamin  D.  Moore,  who  fell 
at  San  Pa.=qual,  in  Calilornia,  the  6th  ol  December, 
gallantly  fighting  the  battle  of  his  country  against 
overwhelming  numbers.  Captain  Moore  was  born 
in  Davis,  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  lie  received  a midsliipman’s  appointment 
in  the  United  States  navy,  and  was  employed  several 
years  on  many  an  active  and  remote  cruize.  In 
this  service  he  acquired  in  a high  degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  superior  officers  and  mess- 
mates, and  passed  his  examination  with  grexl  credit. 

After  several  years’  absence  on  hard  service,  be 
returned  on  a visit  to  his  lamily,  who  had  removed 
to  Illinois.  This  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Black  Hawk  war.  Capt.  Moore  entered  into  Capt. 
Mathew  Duncan’s  company  of  mounted  rangers, 
and  was  elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  company,  and 
in  that  capacity  served  with  great  ability  during  the 
w-ar;  and  w hen  the  rangers  were  consolidated  into 
Ihe  1st  dragoons,  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
gained  him  the  appointment  permitting  him  to  ex- 
change his  commission  from  the  navy  as  a special 
and  merited  favor. 

From  that  time  until  his  death,  his  character  and 
conduct  as  an  officer,  gentleman,  and  soldier,  were 
such  as  secured  to  him  universal  esteem.  Time 
would  fail  to  tell  of  his  many  and  most  estimable 
qualities — of  his  intrepid  courage — his  exalted  sense 
of  honor— his  devotion  to  his  profession,  arid  to  his 
country  through  hi.s  profession — his  chivalry,  his 
magnanimity,  and  his  detestation  of  whatever  was 
dishonorable  and  mean;  and  then  his  generosity  and 
untiring  hospitality,  how  many  can  testify  to  these 
qualities.  His  heart  was  alijke  full  of  true  benevo- 
lence as  patriotic  devotion;  and  his  hand  was  ever 
as  ready  to  relieve  the  distress  ol  others,  as  his  arm 
was  strong  to  strike  lor  his  counliy.  And  in  all  his 
thoughts,  feelings,  calculations  and  actions,  self 
never  appeared  to  have  a voice  or  a hearing,  for 
others  he  alone  seemed  to  exist,  as  for  others  he  died. 
As  a husband,  none  could  be  more  affectionate,  de- 
voted and  kind,  and  as  a father,  none  could  exceed 
him  in  paternal  tenderness  and  care.  Two  chil- 
dren mourn  their  sad  bereavement  and  early  or- 
phanage, their  mother  having  died  a few  years  pre- 
vious. 

In  the  action  in  which  he  lost  his  life,  he  fell 
pierced  with  sixteen  lance  wounds;  his  sword  was 
shivered  to  pieces,  after  he  bad  cut  down  some  of  the 
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Mesicans,  and  he  fell  dead,  grasping  Ihe  hilt  in  his 
hand. 

The  nexi  in  this  distinguished  list  of  heroes,  is  Capt. 
Abraham  Johnstok,  who  also  fell  at  the  same  time 
and  place  with  Capt.  Moore. 

Capt.  JoHNSTO.v  was  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a grad- 
uate of  West  Point.  He  was  an  excellent  officer, 
and  a gentleman  of  most  excellent  character,  and 
most  moral  and  amiahle  in  his  conduct  and  man- 
ners. His  mind  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  was  a 
most  devoted  worshipper  in  the  temple  of  science; 
his  scientific  acquisitions  were  very  great,  and  his 
love  and  pursuit  of  it  were  most  ardent  and  unwea- 
ried. Hi»  scientific  journal,  which  he  was  keeping 
in  the  expedition  to  California,  would  have  been 
interesting  and  valuable  had  he  lived  to  complete  it. 

The  last  on  this  list,  is  Lieut.  Thos.  C.  Hammond, 
who  was  also  a graduate  of  West  Point,  and  had 
been  a little  more  than  three  years  in  the  service. — 
But  he  gave  early  promise  of  becoming  a valuable 
officer.  Generous,  noble,  honorable  and  highmind- 
ed,  he  was  proud  of  his  profession,  and  panted  for 
distinction  on  the  battle  field,  but  his  first  battle  was 
also  his  last.  He  fell  beside  Capt.  Moore,  whom  he 
endeavored  to  save.  They  were  brothers- in-law — 
both  having  married  daughters  of  Judge  Hughes,  a 
worthy  citizen  of  Platte  county.  Mo.  And  thus  those 
two  gallant  officers,  most  amiable  in  life,  and  united 
together  by  life’s  holiest  and  dearest  ties,  “in  death 
were  not  divided." 

Lieutenant  Hammond  leaves  a young  and  amiable 
wife,  and  one  child,  to  weep  their  loss;  and  his  moth- 
er, now  also  a widow,  (for  his  father  is  dead,  Genl. 
Hammond,  late  paymaster  in  the  U.  S.  army)  resides 
in  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  to  mourn  over  her  double 
bereavement. 

Thus  have  fallen,  in  the  flower  of  their  days,  some 
of  the  noblest  of  our  country's  chivalry.  But  we 
indulge  the  hope — the  more  than  hope — that  they 
rest  from  their  labors  with  Him,  who  is  the  “resur- 
rection and  the  life.”  LEANDER  KER, 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Army. 


WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 


In  a postscript  in  our  last,  we  inserted  part  of  a 
leading  editorial  from  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
that  morning,  relative  to  the  movements  of  General 
Scott. 

The  Washington  Union  of  Monday  thus  notices 
the  article; 

“We  do  not  know  to  what  its  [the  National  Intel- 
ligencer’s] “private  channels”  of  information  may 
be  but  we  doubt  in  one  respect  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  ol  the  National  Intelligencer.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  General  Scott  has  received  no 
instruction  from  the  department  to  suspend  his  ope- 
rations in  consequence  of  the  weather,  or  of  want 
of  reinforcements,  or  of  any  other  cause  whatever, 
except  the  ratification  of  a treaty.  We  know,  fur 
ther,  that  the  department  has  received  no  such  no- 
tice of  his  intentions  as  staled  by  the  National  In- 
telligencer, Irom  General  Scott  himself,  or  any  other 
officer  of  the  array.  We  know,  further,  that  a let- 
ter has  been  received  by  one  of  the  pricipal  bureaus 
of  Washington,  from  a most  intelligent  officer  of 
General  Scott’s  army,  and  very  much  in  his  confi- 
dence, who  states  that  the  negotiation  is  said  to  have 
failed;  and,  therefore,  as  soon  as  General  Pierce 
should  join  him  with  his  detachment,  the  general 
would  march  on  to  occupy  the  capital.  We  are 
also  almost  sure  that  General  Scott  has  every  mo- 
tive to  strike  at  the  capital,  and  that  nothing  but  in- 
surmountable difficulties  or  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity could  induce  him  to  risk  his  own  military  char- 
acter and  the  glory  of  the  service,  and  the  chance 
of  uegolialion  and  of  peace,  by  declining  to  take 
possession  of  the  capital.  For  General  Scott  to 
postpone  his  advance  until  “late  in  September,” 
lor  tear  of  the  rain,  would  be  to  pul  everything  at 
hazard.” 

The  Union  then  gees  on  to  argue  that  the  “rains” 
are  not  usually  such  as  should  prevent  the  advance 
of  Gen.  Scott,  and  though  it  docs  not  say  that  he  will 
not  advance,  yet  it  leaves  an  impression  that  he  may 
fail  to  do  so,  and  thus  bring  down  upon  him  the  se- 
verest censure. 

The  following  is  another  article  in  the  Union  of 
that  evening. 

From  the  army. — Letters  have  been  received  in 
this  city  by  the  last  arrivals  from  Vera  Cruz. — 
Among  them  is  an  interesting  letter,  (which  we 
have  seen,)  from  Puebla,  of  the  28th  of  July.  Ge 
neral  Scott  bad  senton  a flag  of  truce  on  the  subject 
of  prisoners.  It  went  forward  on  the  13ih,  and  with 
It  Lieut.  R.  Semmes,  of  the  navy,  who  had  been 
sent  on  some  time  since  to  Gen.  Scott’s  camp,  for 
the  purpose  of  eflecling  on  exchange  for  Midshipman 
Rogers,  of  the  navy,  aud,  if  uecessaiy,  Ihrealeuing 


retaliation  in  case  the  Mexicans  should  treat  him  as 
a spy. 

This  flag,  however,  was  slopped  by  the  Mexican 
authorities  a couple  of  miles  beyond  the  Rio  Frio, 
and  some  thirty-five  miles  from  the  city  of  Mexico. 
They  refused  the  flag  any  admission  into  the  city, 
and  the  despatches  were  necessarily  sent  on  by  the 
Mexicans  themselves.  A reply  had  been  received 
from  the  Mexican  government  agreeing  to  exchange 
Mr.  Rogers,  with  the  other  prisoners;  but  the  terms 
of  exchange,  had  not  yet  been  settled,  but  probably 
would  be  in  a few  weeks.  In  consequence  of  this  re 
ply.  Lieutenant  Semmes  had  deemed  it  most  pru- 
dent to  withhold  Commodore  Perry’s  peremptory 
letter. 

This  letter  from  Puebla  further  states  that  Mr. 
Trist,  who  had  been  endeavoring  for  a month  pre- 
viously to  open  a negotiation  with  the  Mexican  go- 
lernment,  had  abandoned  all  hope  of  success — at 
least  for  the  present.  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter  had 
reached  Santa  Anna  through  the  courteous  offices  of 
Mr.  Bankhead,  and,  as  we  have  seen  it  repeatedly 
stated  in  the  papers,  was  referred  by  Santa  Anna  to 
the  congress — a session  of  this  body  being  called  for 
that  purpose.  After  many  delays,  and  much  appa- 
rent unwillingness  to  meet,  the  congress  assembled 
with  a quorum  of  74  members  on  the  13th  of  July. 
It  immediately  took  the  subject  into  consideration, 
and,  as  we  have  seen  it  stated,  adopted  a report  and 
resolution  to  the  following  eflect,  viz:  that  it  be- 
longed to  the  exeeutive,  under  their  constitution,  to 
receive  all  ministers  and  other  public  agents,  and  to 
make  treaties  of  peace,  alliances,  &c.;  that  the  func- 
tions of  congress  were  limited  to  the  approving  or 
disapproving  of  these  treaties  when  made;  and  that, 
consequently,  until  a treaty  should  be  submitted  to 
it  in  form,  it  could  take  no  constitutional  action  on 
the  subject.  Accordingly  the  congress  returned  Mr. 
Buchanan’s  letter  to  Santa  Anna,  and  adjourned  on 
the  same  day  it  had  met.  The  letter  states  there 
had  been  no  meeting  since  most  of  the  members 
having  run  otf.  It  goes  on  to  slate  that,  upon  the 
receipt  of  this  report  and  these  resolutions,  Santa 
Anna  issued  a proclamation,  staling  that  congress, 
on  the  20th  of  April  last,  had  passed  a decree  de- 
claring that  any  Mexican  in  authority,  who  should 
listen  to  any  proposition  for  peace  from  the  enemy, 
should  be  deemed  a traitor  and  treated  accordingly; 
and  that,  until  this  decree  was  repealed,  his  hands 
were  tied,  and  he  could  do  nothing;  adding,  at  the 
same  lime,  that  as  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter  was  cour- 
teous, it  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  Mexican 
nation  to  give  it  at  least  a polite  reception  and  con- 
sideration. Thus,  says  the  letter,  the  matter  stands — 
neither  Santa  Anna  nor  the  congress  daring  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  treating  with  us,  and  leaving  us 
no  alternative  but  to  march  to  the  capital,  subdue 
and  occupy  it.  “It  is  barely  possible,  when  Santa 
Anna  shall  be  again  beaten  and  his  troops  dispersed, 
that  he  may  be  overthrown  by  a revolution,  and  that 
the  new  party  may  make  peace  with  us.”  The  wri- 
ter, however,  Ihinki  it  quite  likely,  considering  the 
dogged  obstinacy  of  the  race,  that  they  will  reject 
the  olive  branch  for  the  present,  and  coaij^l  us  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  a greater  and  a more  sweep- 
ing vigor. 

The  letter  states  that  Gen.  Scott  was  only  wailing 
the  arrival  of  Gen.  Pierce,  who  was  expected  in 
about  ten  days,  to  move  forward.  Many  were  ex- 
pecting a great  battle  on  the  plains  of  Mexico,  as 
Santa  Anna  is  said  to  have  25,000  troops,  and  has 
fortified  the  city  and  its  approaches. 

Since  the  date  of  this  letter,  it  appears,  from  an 
interesting  article  in  the  N.  Orleans  Picayune,  that 
Santa  Anna  had  made  another  appeal  to  congress  to 
rescind  its  decree  of  April  last,  and  pointing  out  the 
consequences  of  its  refusal;  but  that,  at  the  last  dates, 
no  action  had  been  taken  by  congress. 

We  have  seen,  also,  other  letters,  but  they  are 
from  Vera  Cruz.  One  is  dated  the  1st  of  August, 
and  stales  that  the  British  courier  had  arrived  the 
day  before  Irom  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  that  the 
VI  rilcr  had  had  the  perusal  of  more  than  20  letters 
received  Irom  the  city ; that  it  would  appear  as  if  the 
peace  parly  were  augmenting,  “although  war  had 
been  breathed  out  in  torrents  by  Ihe  government 
press;”  but  that  on  Ihe  2Dth — the  day  on  which  the 
mail  left — it  seemed  to  change  its  tone,  and  express- 
ed itself  in  favor  of  an  immediate  meeting  ol  con- 
gress to  hear  what  were  the  terms  of  the  United 
States;  and  if  congress  should  approve  them,  to  set- 
tle the  matter.  It  lurtiier  states  that  old  Valencia 
had  reached  the  city  with  some  5,000  troops  and 
some  artillery;  and  ttiat  these,  in  conjunction  with 
the  troops  already  under  Santa  Anna,  would  amount 
to  20,000  or  more;  than  some  persons  expected 
they  would  march  out  and  otter  General  Scott  bat 
tie;  and  if  they  gained  a victory,  then  they  might 
negotiate  for  peace.  But  the  writer  shakes  his  head 
at  this,  and  expresses  it  as  bis  opinion  that  they 


would  not  venture  upon  another  battle  without 
troops.  He  slates  that  the  lime  has  passed  when 
they  might  have  attempted  to  destroy  Gen.  Srott’s 
army.  Once  the  commanding  general  had  only  6,000 
men  with  him  at  Puebla,  and  had  the  Mexicans  pos- 
sessed Cl  urage  and  patriotism  enough,  they  might 
have  mustered  in  large  force,  and  attack  him;  but  the 
opportunity  has  passed  for  making  Ihe  assault,  and 
the  writer  doubts  whether  they  will  ever  attempt 
Ihe  experiment. 

We  have  seen  a later  letter  from  Vera  Cruz — viz: 
on  the  7lh  of  August.  The  writer  then  indulges 
more  hope  of  peace — the  dawning  of  which,  as  he 
stales,  the  British  minister  speaks  of  in  his  letter  to 
the  British  consul  at  Vera  Cruz.  And  even  some 
officers  of  distinction  in  Mexico  had  expiessed  to 
their  Mexican  friends  in  Vera  Cruz  the  same  opin- 
ion. This  letter  also  stales  that  C >1.  Wilson  had 
just  received  a letter  from  General  Soto,  the  Mexi- 
can governor  of  Orizaba,  saying  that  he  will  ex- 
change Lieutenant  Whipple,  recently  taken  by  the 
guerillas,  for  a lieutenant  colonel,  who  is  known  in 
Vera  Cruz,  and  will  also  give  four  other  American 
prisoners  into  Ihe  bargain;  but  the  colonel  is  rather 
scrupulous  in  underlaLng  the  responsibility  of  the 
exchange. 

Two  hundred  mules,  ladened  with  sugarand  other 
articles  from  Orizaba  and  above,  had  just  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz,  which  is  the  first  cpeniiig  tlial  a trade 
with  the  interior  has  experienced.  The  writer  feels 
confident  that,  as  they  have  a body  of  200  cavalry 
in  the  town,  iney  can  act  on  the  offensive  and  drive 
the  guerillas  back  from  the  sand  hilL;  and  that  as 
soon  as  C d.  Hughes  should  arrive  with  his  corps  of 
cavalry,  &c.,  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  open- 
ing the  road  at  least  to  Jalapa.  The  idea  of  such 
an  event  was  calculated  to  inspire  every  body,  and 
especially  the  foreign  merchanis,  with  the  hope  that 
foreign  importations  will  increase,  and  specie  come 
down  to  the  city.  It  was  said  that  there  was  six 
millions  in  money  and  bullion  waiting  for  the  open- 
ing of  Ihe  road.  The  writer  confirms  the  intelligence 
of  1,100  troops  leaving  on  the  6th  inst.  to  join  the 
main  army,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Wilson,  (of 
North  Carolina)  who  had  arrived  mere  a day  or  two 
previous;  but  he  was  unable  to  join  them  in  conse- 
quence of  an  attack  of  the  fever. 

We  have  not  y et  sufficient  data  to  calculate  the 
chances  of  peace  or  war;  but  as  Mexico  is  famous 
for  her  dilatory  policy  and  her  inconsislent  counsels, 
and  as  from  her  character  we  should  suppose  that 
she  may  employ  negotiation  with  the  idle  hope  of 
gaining  time,  so  we  cannot  doubt  our  military  ope- 
lations  will  not  be  seriously  suspended  until  the  ra- 
tification ol  a treaty  o(  peace.  We  presume  our  pro- 
positions, if  they  should  be  submitted,  are  drawn  so 
clearly  and  disUnclIy  as  not  to  admit  of  much  eva- 
sion or  delay.  We  dare  to  venture  another  sug- 
gestion— that  the  admin. stratiun  is  preparing  lor 
either  fortune,  and  that  additional  preparations  are 
making  for  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  if  such 
a necessity  should  be  imposed  upon  us. 

GEN.  SCOTT  AND  GEN.  SANTA  ANNA. 

The  New  Orleans  La  Palria,  of  the  15tti,  publishes 
letters  trom  lampico,  from  which  we  give  so.iie 
extracts  below,  slating  that  a private  correspondence 
had  been  mlercepted  between  Gen.  Scott  and  Gen. 
Santa  Anna,  which  had  produced  much  exciiement 
at  the  capital.  It  carries  rather  a treasonable  ap- 
pearance on  the  face  of  it,  as  regards  Santa  Anna, 
but  he  explains  it  by  saying  he  was  endeavoring  to 
lead  Gen.  Scott  into  a trap. 

We  have  no  opportuniiy  of  knowing  how  far  the 
correspondence  ol  La  Palria  may  he  depended  on, 
but  the  tenor  of  the  last  advices  from  I’uebla  and* 
Mexico,  are  of  a nature,  we  think,  to  render  the  pre- 
sent information  very  probable.  [W.  0.  ISuLltlin. 

Tampico,  Jiug  Gth,  1847. 

Our  correspondence  with  me  interior  continues 
rigorously  intercepted  by  General  Garay,  who  will 
permit  no  communic,ilion,  from  his  hosulity  to  the 
“Yankees.”  By  letters  received  here,  we  aie  assur- 
ed that  Gen.  Scott  marched  on  the  capital  about  the 
5lh,  without  doubt.  One  of  these  letters  is  filled 
with  the  indigriuljon  ol  honorable.  iMexicans  at  the 
following: 

“An  advanced  guard  of  Mexicans  intercepted,  on 
the  27th  July,  a correspondence  of  Santa  Anna  w ilh 
Gen.  .Scott,  in  which  Uie  lornu  r inlorms  the  latter 
that  he  has  already  ordeied  the  troops  which  lie  had 
collected  at  Penoii  to  retire  Irom  that  place.  As  you 
may  suppose,  this  has  produced  a general  alarm  in 
the  capital,  to  calm  which  Santa  Anna  was  obliged 
to  publish  a manifesto,  slating  that  it  w as  solely  a 
“stralagem  of  war,”  w ilh  winch  he  intends  to  entrap 
the  army  of  Gen.  .Scott.” 

If  this  IS  true  no  one  knows  how  the  Mexicans 
will  settle  with  this  treacherous  man,  who  has  caused 
so  much  injury  to  his  counliy.  lu  aiiolliei  letter,  of 
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the  22H  July,  it  says:  “Gen.  Santa  Anna  appears 
greatly  inclined  towards  peace,  from  absolute  want 
of  resources.” 

The  division  under  Gen.  Valencia,  from  San  Luis, 
it  was  expected,  had  joined  Santa  Anna  at  the  ca- 
pital, with  which  his  forces  would  number  about 
30,000  men,  who  are  in  want  of  neither  provisions 
or  water. 

In  a letter  dated  the  9th  August,  published  in  La 
Pallia,  the  information  respecting  the  “intercepted 
correspondence”  is  confirmed. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  16th,  furnishes 
the  following: 

Mexico  — Santa  Anna  has  made  a new  commu- 
nication to  congress,  through  the  secretary  of  foreign 
affairs,  in  which  he  tells  them,  that  if  they  are 
not  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  on  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  letter,  neither  is  he.  That  he 
does  not  wish  congress  to  take  the  initiative,  fur 
ther  than  to  express  its  opinion,  whether  the  pro- 
posals from  the  American  government  shall  be  lis- 
tened to  or  not.  If  congress  will  express  their  opin- 
ion on  this  point,  it  will  be  followed  by  liira.  If  it 
wishes  him  to  listen  to  the  proposals  of  the  United 
States,  he  will  do  so,  and  he  then  knows  what  his 
duties  are. 

Congress  has  given  no  answer  to  this,  as  no  quo 
rum  can  be  obtained.  There  is  an  existing  law,  de- 
claring all  those  traitors,  who  propose  a peace,  and 
the  executive  would  certainly  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  if  he  opened  negotiations  for  that 
object.  As  matters  now  stand,  there  appears  but 
little  prospect  of  any  thing  being  done,  as  in  the 
position  that  Santa  Anna  has  assumed,  with  con- 
gress, it  is  very  evident  that  he  cannot  enter  into 
any  negotiations  until  congress  has  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject and  expressed  their  assent  to  the  measure. 

The  result,  probably  will  be  the  immediate  ad- 
vance of  Gen.  Scott.  The  capture  of  the  capital, 
and  then  possibly,  perhaps,  even  probably,  congress 
may  express  its  willingness  that  negotiations  should 
be  opened.  Even,  however,  if  this  was  done,  the 
views  of  the  two  governments,  are  so  opposite,  as  re- 
gards terms,  particularly  as  to  territory,  that  we  see 
but  little  chance  of  their  agreeing. 

The  Mexicans,  however,  seem  confident  of  being 
able  to  defend  their  city  successfully.  If  they  can 
do  so,  all  hopes  or  probability  of  peace,  would  van- 
ish entirely.  A repulse  of  General  Scott,  situ- 
ated as  he  is,  we  should  regard  as  equal  to  an  ac- 
tual defeat,  as  the  whole  country  would  rise  like  a 
swaroa  of  bees  upon  bis  meeting  with  any  serious 
reverse. 

So  confident  are  the  enemy  in  their  strength,  that 
it  IS  stated,  they  intend  to  dispatch  a considerable 
force  from  the  capital  towards  Vera  Cruz,  in  order 
the  more  efl'ectuaily  to  cut  oft’  all  communications 
in  the  rear,  and  intercept  supplies  coming  up.  The 
force  in  and  near  the  city,  ii  estimated  at  30,000 
men. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Tampico,  dated  7th  of 
Augusi: 

“Our  dates  from  the  capital  are  to  the  30tb.  Gen. 
Scott  had  not  moved.  J'he  letters  are  very  barren 
of  political  news,  as,  since  the  expedition,  writers 
are  afraid  to  compromise  themselves.  Our  regular 
mail  from  the  city,  is,  for  tlie  present,  destroyeil , 
owing  as  much  to  the  late  expedition,  as  to  the  order 
of  Col.  Gales  that  all  letters  should  first  be  shown 
to  him  previous  to  distribution.  They,  however, 
find  their  way  in,  by  private  hands;  owing  to  these 
late  orders,  the  contents  are  only  spoken  of  conti 
denlially. 

“You  will  find  herewith,  an  order  from  the  colo- 
nel of  the  7th,  in  which  citizens  are  forbid  furnish- 
ing any  article,  that  might  find  its  way  to  the  pub- 
lic press,  under  penally  of  expulsion.  I learn  the 
order  will  be  strictly  enforced,  without  regard  to 
the  amount  ol  sacrifice  that  might  be  incurred  by  the 
parties. 

“It  will  effectually  prevent  criticism,  and  allow 
the  colonel  to  pen  his  reports  to  his  own  salisluc 
tion. 

“The  troops  that  were  at  Tula,  under  General 
Urrea,  have  been  w ithdrawn  to  the  interior,  leaving 
no  enemy’s  force  this  side  ol  the  mountains,  exceed- 
ing 300  men,  and  they  are  detached  in  small  guerilla 
bands.” 

S.tNTA  Anna. — The  Nashville  ‘'Union'”  coincides 
with  the  liichmond  Enquirer,  in  considering  it  lortu- 
iia-le  that  Santa  Anna  was  placed  in  command  oi 
the  Mexican  army.  That  paper  says: 

“We  are  not  aware  that  any  mischief  has  been 
done  by  Santa  Anna  to  the  advance  ol  our  arms. — 
On  the  contrary,  we  think  that  if  we  can  keep  sucli 
cowards  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  army  we  shall 
have  easy  work  of  it,  compared  with  what  we  should 
have  if  Earedts,  or  Arista,  or  Vega  w_^ere  at  the  head 


of  the  Mexican  forces;  and  we  have  also  supposed 
that  he  would  make  a peace  as  soon  as  he  could, 
though  he  has  now  to  appear  to  be  warlike  to  do 
away  the  charge  of  cowardice.” 

Col.  Baker,  recently  from  the  battle  field,  on  the 
contrary,  according  to  a statement  in  the  Springfield 
(III.)  Journal,  says  that  “Santa  Anna  is  a great  man, 
and  that  no  other  Mexican  could  control  the  popu- 
lation of  that  country,  raise  armies,  and  inspire  them 
with  courage  to  fight  the  North  Americans  equal  to 
himself.”  Such  so  far  as  it  has  been  expressed,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  opinion  of  all.  our  people  who  have 
been  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Brownson,  the  late  editor  of  the  Democratic 
Review,  who  now  publishes  the  Quarterly  Review, 
in  his  last  number,  in  reference  to  the  Mexican  war, 
say.s — 

“For  ourselves,  we  have  regarded  the  Mexican 
war  from  the  first  as  uncalled  for,  impolitic,  and 
unjust.  We  have  examined  the  documents  publish- 
ed by  order  of  the  government;  we  have  read  the 
official  defence  of  the  war  in  the  last  annual  message 
of  the  president  to  congress,  and  with  every  disposi- 
tion to  find  our  own  government  in  the  right;  but  we 
are  bound  to  say,  that  our  original  impresssions  have 
been  strengthened  rather  than  weakened.  The  pre- 
sident undoubtedly,  makes  it  clear  that  we  had  many 
just  causes  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  which  at 
the  time  of  their  occurrence  might  have  justified  re- 
prisals, perhaps  even  war, — but  he  cannot  plead 
these  in  justification  of  the  present  war;  for  they 
were  not  the  ground  on  which  we  professed  to  en- 
gage in  it.  The  official  announcement  of  the  presi- 
dent to  congress  was  that  war  already  existed  be- 
tween the  two  republics,  bij  the  act  of  Mexico  herself, 
and  whatever  use  we  may  make  of  old  grievances  in 
adjusting  the  terms  of  peace,  we  can  make  no  use  of 
them  in  defending  the  war.  We  can  plead  in  its  de- 
fence only  the  fact  on  which  we  grounded  it,  namely, 
war  exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico  herself.  But  unhap- 
pily, at  the  lime  of  the  official  announcement,  war 
did  not  exist  between  the  two  republics  at  all,  for 
neitheir  republic  had  declared  w'ar  against  the  other. 
There  had  been  a collision  of  their  forces,  but  this 
w'as  not  war,  as  the  president  would  probably  have 
conceded,  had  he  known  or  recollectSd  the  distinc- 
tion between  war  and  hostilities.  By  placing  the 
war  on  the  ground  that  it  existed  by  the  act  of  Mex- 
ico, and  that  ground  being  false,  he  has  left  it  whol- 
ly indefensible,  whatever  the  old  grievances  we  may 
have  to  allege  against  Mexico. 

“The  act  of  Mexico  in  crossing  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  engaging  our  troops  on  territory  which  she  had 
possessed  and  still  claimed  as  hers,  but  which  we  as- 
serted had,  by  a recent  act  against  which  she  had 
protested,  become  ours — the  act  which  the  president 
chose  to  inform  congress  and  the  world  was  war — 
may  or  may  not  have  been  a just  cause  for  declaring 
war  against  her,  but  it  assuredly  was  not  war  itself. 
We  have  no  intention  to  justify  Mexico.  She  may 
have  been  decidedly  in  the  wrong;  she  may  have  had 
no  valid  title  to  the  territory  of  which  the  president 
had  just  taken  military  occupation;  that  territory 
may  have  been  rigtitfully  ours,  and  it  may  even  have 
been  the  duly  of  the  president  to  occupy  and  defend 
ii; — but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  she  had  once  pos- 
sessed it;  that  it  was  stiil  ap-art  of  one  of  her  stales  or 
provinces;  that  she  still  claimed  it,  and  had  contin- 
ued to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it,  lili  driven  from 
It  by  our  army  of  occupation;  that  she  invaded  it 
with  an  armed  force,  if  invasion  it  can  be  called,  not 
as  territory  belonging  to  us,  but  as  territory  belong- 
ing to  her;  and  that  she  attacked  our  troops,  not  for 
the  reason  that  ttiey  w ere  ours,  but  for  the  reason, 
as  she  held, — and  she  had  as  good  a right  to  be  judge 
ill  her  own  case  as  we  had  in  ours. — that  they  were 
intruders,  on  her  soil.  The  motive  of  her  act  was 
not  war  against  the  United  Stales,  but  the  expulsion 
ol  intrudeis  from  her  own  territory. 

“No  sophistry  can  make  her  act  war, — certainly 
not  without  conceding  that  our  act  in  taking  milita- 
ry possession  of  that  territory  was  also  war;  and  if 
that  was  w ar,  if  it  existed  at  all,  it  existed  by  our  act 
and  not  by  hers,  for  her  act  was  consequent  upon 
ours.  The  most  that  the  president  was  at  liberty  to 
say,  without  condemning  his  own  government,  was, 
that  there  had  been  a collision  of  the  forces  of  the 
two  republics  on  a territory  claimed  by  each;  but 
but  this  collision  he  had  no  right  to  term  war,  for 
every  body  knows  that  it  lakes  something  more  than 
a collision  ol  their  respective  forces  on  a disputed 
territory  to  constitute  a war  between  two  civilized 
nations,  in  no  possible  point  of  view  was  the  an- 
nouncement ol  the  president  Itiat  war  existed  be- 
tween the  two  republics,  and  existed  by  the  act  ol 
Mexico,  correct.  It  did  not  exist  at  all;  or  if  it  did. 
It  existed  not  by  act  of  Mexico,  but  by  our  act.  In 
either  case,  the  olficial  announcement  was  false,  and 
cauiiot  be  defended. 


“The  president  may  have  been  governed  by  patri- 
otic motives;  he  may  have  felt  that  prompt  and  ener- 
getic action  was  required;  he  may  have  believed  that 
in  great  emergencies  the  chief  magistrate  of  a pow- 
erful republic,  having  to  deal  with  a weak  and  dis- 
tracted state,  should  rise  superior  to  mere  technical 
forms,  and  the  niceties  of  truth  and  honor;  but  it 
strikes  us  that  he  would  have  done  better,  proved 
himself  more  patriotic,  and  sufficiently  prompt  and 
energetic,  if  he  had  confined  himself  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  morality,  and  the  well  defined  p'inciples  of 
international  law.  By  aspiring  to  rise  above  these 
and  to  appear  original,  he  has  placed  his  country  in 
a false  position,  and  debarred  himself,  whatever  the 
just  causes  of  war  Mexico  may  have  given  us,  from 
pleading  one  of  them  in  justification  of  the  actual 
war.  VVe  must  be  permitted  to  regret  that  he  did 
not  refleet  before-hand,  that.  If  he  placed  the  defence 
of  the  war  on  the  ground  that  it  already  existed,  and 
existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico  herself,  and  on  that 
ground  demanded  of  congress  the  means  of  prosecut- 
ing it,  he  would,  in  case  that  ground  proved  to  be  un- 
tenable, as  he  must  have  known  it  would,  have  noth- 
ing whatever  to  allege  in  its  or  his  own  justification. 
He  should  have  been  lawyer  enough  to  have  known 
that  he  could  not  plead  anew,  after  having  failed  on 
his  first  issue.  It  is  often  hazardous  in  our  plead- 
ings to  plead  what  is  not  true,  and  in  doing  so  in  the 
present  case,  the  president  has  not  only  offended  mo- 
rality, which  he  may  regard  as  a small  matter,  but 
has  even  committed  a blunder. 

“The  course  the  president  should  have  pursued  is 
plain  and  obvious.  On  learning  the  stale  of  things 
on  the  frontier,  the  critical  condition  of  our  army  of 
occupation,  he  should  have  demanded  of  congress  the 
reinforcements  and  supplies  necessary  to  relieve  it 
and  secure  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  avowedly 
sent  to  the  Rio  Grande;  and,  if  he  believed  it  proper 
or  necessary,  to  have  in  addition  laid  before  congress 
a full  and  truthful  statement  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  including  all  the  unadjusted  complains,  past 
and  present,  we  had  against  her,  accompanied  by  the 
recommendation  of  a declaration  of  war.  He  would 
then  have  kept  within  the  limits  of  his  duty,  proved 
himself  a plain  constitutional  president,  and  left  the 
responsibility  of  war  or  no  war  to  congress,  the  only 
war  making  power  known  to  the  laws.  Congress, 
after  mature  deliberations,  might  or  might  not,  have 
declared  war — most  likely  would  not;  out  whether 
so  or  not,  the  responsibility  would  have  resulted 
with  it,  and  no  blame  would  have  attached  to  the 
president. 

“Unhappily,  this  course  did  not  occur  to  the  pre- 
sident, or  was  too  plain  and  simple  to  meet  his  ap- 
probation. As  if  tearful,  if  congress  deliberated,  it 
might  refuse  to  declare  war,  and  as  if  deter. uined  to 
have  war  at  any  rate,  he  presented  to  congress,  not 
the  true  issue,  whether  war  should  or  should  not  be 
declared— but  the  false  issue,  whether  congress 
would  grant  him  the  means  of  prosecuting  a war, 
waged  against  us  by  a foreign  power.  In  the  true 
issue,  congress  might  have  hesitaleJ^in  the  one 
actually  presented  there  was  no  room  to  hesitate, 
if  the  official  announcement  of  the  president  was 
to  be  credited,  and  hesitation  would  have  been  crim- 
inal. 

“By  declaring  that  the  war  already  existed,  and 
by  the  act  ot  Mexico  herself,  the  president  relieved 
congress  of  the  responsibility  of  the  war,  by  throw- 
ing it  on  Me.xico.  But  since  he  cannot  fasten  it  on 
Mexico, — for  war  did  not  already  exist,  or  if  so,  by 
our  act,  and  not  hers, — it  necessarily  recoils  upon 
himself,  and  he  must  bear  the  responsibility  of  doing 
what  the  constitution  forbids  liira  to  do,— of  making 
war  without  the  intervention  of  congress.  In  effect 
therefore,  he  has  trampled  the  constitution  under  his 
feet,  set  a dangerous  precedent,  and  by  the  official  pub- 
lication of  a palpable  falsehood,  sullied  the  national 
honor. 

“it  is  with  no  pleasure  that  we  speak  thus  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  Union,  for  whose  elevation  to 
his  high  and  responsible  office  ue  ourselves  voted.  But 
whatever  may  be  our  attachment  to  parly,  or  the 
respect  we  hold  to  be  due  from  all  good  citizens  to 
the  civil  magistrate,  we  cannot  see  the  constitution 
violated,  and  the  national  honor  sacrificed,  whether 
by  Iriend  or  foe,  from  good  motives  or  bad,  w ithout 
entering,  feeble  though  it  be,  our  stern  and  indignant 
protest.” 

The  Washington  Union  charges  the  Whig  party 
with  inducing  the  Mexicans  to  continue  the  war. — 
The  following  is  from  that  paper: 

“At  this  very  moment  Mexico  holds  out  in  the 
war  exclusively  on  the  arguments  and  pretences 
which  the  opposition  orators  and  presses  among  our- 
selves have  trained  for  her,  and  instructed  her  to 
employ.  She  says  we  have  “robbed”  her  of  Texas. 
She  lias  adopted  both  the  idea  and  the  phrase  of  it 
from  the  recognized  organs  of  the  creed  of  the  oppo- 
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sition.  She  says  we  are  fighting  her  to  oppress  .Tnd 
degrade  her,  and  dismember  her  territory.  She 
finds  the  very  terms  she  uses, set  down  for  her  in  tlie 
opposition  speeches  and  journals,  and  beholds  the  op- 
position party  of  our  eountry  rallied  upon  them  as  a 
party  motto.  She  proclaims  that  to  her  the  question 
IS  a question  of  national  exislaice;  and  for  proof  of  her 
assertion,  she  points  to  sueh  deviees  as  the  “lust  of 
conquest,”  and  the  “destruetion  of  a sister  republic,” 
emblazoned  on  every  flag.  She  calls  her  people  to 
resistance  and  endurance,  and  such  predatory  battle 
as  they  have  yet  the  power  to  make,  avowedly  on  the 
hope  that  the  administration  here  must  soon  abandon 
the  war;  and,  as  a reason  for  such  faith,  she  cites  the 
labored  diatribes  in  which  the  leading  organs  of  the 
opposition  have  again  and  again  labored  to  demon- 
strate that  our  war  has  as  yet  “conquered”  nothing 
but  the  “spirit  of  our  own  constitution,”  and  that  its 
unpopularity  with  the  people  must  soon  eject  from 
power  the  councils  in  which  it  has  been  waged. — 
Her  rulers  tell  her  people  that  peace  is  dishonor; 
and  find  their  warrant  to  say  so  in  the  federal  invec- 
tives which  denounce  the  war  on  our  part  as  “ruth- 
less rapine  and  murder,”  and  call  upon  the  Mexicans 
to  “welcome  the  invader  with  bloody  handsand  a hos- 
pitable grave.”  Her  government  journals  announce 
to  their  deluded  readers  the  approaching  advent  of 
“a  better  spirit  towards  Mexico”  in  our  government, 
and  for  proof,  they  cite  the  stereotyped  federal  motto 
of  “no  more  Mexican  territory.” 

Mainly — nay,  almost  solely — upon  such  federal 
“aid  and  comfort,”  the  war  of  Mexico  holds  out. — 
She  looks  for  help  to  her  “allies”  here.  American 
faction  fights  her  battle  for  her,  when  she  can  no 
longer  battle  with  hope  of  success  in  the  field.  Our 
war  has  been  full  of  glories.  Thanks  to  the  ability 
with  which  it  has  been  planned  and  organized,  and 
the  high-souled  valor  with  which  it  has  been  fought, 
our  conflicts  have  all  been  victories.  The  military 
prowess  of  our  people  and  of  our  institutions  has  ex- 
cited the  astonishment  and  won  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  But  the  fury  of  faction  has  found,  in  the  free- 
dom of  those  same  institutions,  “room  and  verge” 
enough  to  rally  a “peace  party”  with  power  to  rob 
our  victories,  in  a large  measure,  of  their  moral  ef- 
fect upon  our  enemy,  to  inspire  her  with  new  cour- 
age, and  so  to  protract  her  hostilities  even  when  the 
sinews  of  her  war  are  broken  and  withered. 

The  New  Hampshire  Statesman,  inserts  the  above 
under  the  caption  of  “Who  protracts  the  war,” 
and  says: — “The  federalists  are  continually  denounc- 
ing the  government  for  not  bringing  the  war  to  a 
close,  while  they  themselves  are  doing  more  than  any 
body  else  to  prevent  what  they  pretend  so  ardently  to  de- 
sire. They  in  fact  caused  liic  war;  for  no  one  believes 
that  the  Aiexicans  would  ever  have  committed  the 
first  act  of  hostility,  if  they  had  not  been  encouraged 
to  do  so  by  their  allies  in  this  country.  It  was  the 
conduct  of  the  Mexican  sympathizers  here  that 
caused  the  war;  and  we  have  abundant  evidence  that 
it  is  their  conduct — the  encouragement,  “aid  and 
comfort”  which  they  are  daily  affording  the  Mexi 
cans — which  is  protracting  the  war.” 

The  Sfalesman  concluded  its  editorial  by  saying: — 
“With  these  incontrovertible  facts  before  triem,  the 
intelligent  and  patriotic  people  of  this  country  will 
have  no  dilEcully  in  determining  where  rests  the 
responsibility  ol  the  continuance  of  the  war.  They 
will  see  that  but  for  federal  “aid  and  comfort,”  the 
Mexicans  would  have  accepted  our  ofi'ens  of  peace 
months  ago;  they  will  see  that  our  country  has  been 
robbed  ol  the  Iruila  of  her  score  of  splendid  victories, 
by  “the  base  and  selfish  purposes  of  faction,”  and 
seeing  this,  and  that  these  factionists  still  continue 
their  base  game,  they  will  readily  infer  that  before 
we  can  secure  that  peace  which  we  desire  and  which 
we  are  fighting  to  obtain,  we  must  conquer  arid  disarm 
the  foe  within  our  own  borders." 

“army  op  occupation.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  army,  dated 

“Camp  near  Monterey,  July  27,  1847. 

“We  are  absolutely  without  news  in  this  quarter, 
and  are  anxiously  looking  towards  Mexico,  expect- 
ing to  hear  either  of  an  armistice  or  the  occupation 
of  the  capital  by  our  troops.  Should  there  be  no 
peace,  a forward  movement  will  be  made  by  this 
column,  by  1st  September.  Gen.  Taylor  will  pro- 
bably be  able  to  lake  with  him  about  6,U00  men. 

“The  troops  have  been  very  unhealthy  at  Saltillo 
and  at  Mier,  where  a large  camp  has  been  establish- 
ed; at  the  latter  place  they  are  improving;  ail  is  quiet 
in  this  part  of  Mexico.” 

From  the  Malamoros  Flag  of  July  10. 

Atrocities. — llobbery,  rape,  and  hanging  appear 
to  bo  the  order  of  the  day  among  the  rancheros  in 
the  neighbornood  of  Mataiiiotos.  A few  days  ago 
a party  of  robbers  went  to  the  house  of  a Mexican, 


in  the  country,  and  while  a few  of  them  amused 
themselves  by  hanging  the  man,  the  rest  perpetrated 
the  two  first  named  crimes.  There  are  bands  of 
lawless  desperado  Mexicans  prowling  about  our  vi 
cinity,  whom  it  would  be  well  for  our  scouting  par- 
ties fo  look  out  for.  The  hanged  Mexican  was  not 
much  hurt — the  object  of  his  tortures  being  more  to 
divert  his  attcniion  from  what  the  others  were  doing, 
than  any  thing  else. 

Barbarians. — A Mexican  force,  we  learn,  was 
recently  despatched  to  the  neighborhood  of  Parras, 
to  destroy  the  crops  of  corn,  &c.  in  the  region. — 
The  resident  .Mexicans,  after  applying  to  Gen.  Tay- 
lor for  assistance,  collected  in  force  and  themselves 
drove  olf' the  destructives.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  people  of  Tamaulipas  would  gladly  erect 
themselves  into  an  independent  state  were  the  thing 
possible.  Their  miserable,  ever  changing  govern- 
raemt  not  only  taxes  them  exorbitantly,  but  refuses 
them  protection  from  the  robbers  within,  and  from 
the  aggressions  of  the  Indians  without  their  limits. 
They  have  more  than  once  attempted  to  cut  loose 
from  the  central  government,  but  found  they  posses- 
sed not  the  physical  means. 

' [Malamoros  Flag,  July  10. 

Arrival  from  the  Rio  Grande. — The  party 
who  were  detailed  from  Col.  Doniphan’s  regiment 
to  start  from  Camargo  to  St.  Louis,  by  a land  route, 
to  take  in  charge  the  horses,  mules,  &c.,  belonging 
to  the  regiment,  arrived  in  this  city  on  Wednesday 
evening  last.  They  accomplished  the  trip  of  seven- 
teen hundred  miles  in  about  six  weeks.  They  ar- 
rived with  about  one  hundred  mules — being  but 
about  one  half  of  the  slock  they  started  with.  The 
horses,  almost  all,  failed  to  stand  the  journey,  and 
died,  or  were  left  behind  from  exhaustion. 

[St.  Lous  Rep.,  .^ug.  20. 

incidents  of  the  war. 

'The.  Picket  Guard,'  was  published  by  W.  & M.  Os' 
man,  at  Saltillo,  until  the  volunteer  regiment  to 
which  they  were  attached  was  discharged,  when 
they  relinquished  the  publication  and  returned  with 
the  regiment.  Their  paper  of  the  21st  May  is  be- 
fore us,  and  although  somewhat  stale,  we  yet  find 
two  or  three  items  worthy  of  presentation. 

The  starving  Mexicans  at  the  battle  of  Bue- 
na Vista.  After  quoting  paragraphs  and  letters 
that  had  been  published  here,  stating  that  the  Mex- 
ican army  during  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  were 
suffering  from  hunger  and  thirst,  the  Picket  Guard 
says:  “Unadulterated  falsehood,  every  word  of  this. 
“Hunger  and  thirst!”  Santa  Anna’s  camp  at  Eii- 
cantada  stretched  for  two  miles  along  the  banks  of  a 
plenteous  stream  of  as  good  water  as  there  is  in 
Mexico — water  enough  to  supply  a million  of  men. 
And  along  this  stream  lay  the  heads  and  bones  of  50 
to  100  beeves  that  had  been  slaughtered  during  their 
short  stay  at  Encanlada.  This  looks  wondrously 
like  starvation.  Besides,  our  men  all  know,  that 
there  was  scardely  a Mexican  found  on  the  field  of 
battle  that  had  not  at  least  a day’s  provision  in  his 
haversack.  A likely  story  that  men  in  a starving 
condition  would  lug  around  with  them  provisions  in 
their  haversacks.” 

The  Indiana  volunteers.  The  “Picket  Guard" 
aflbrds  the  tollowing  testimony  in  behalf  of  this  as- 
persed corps: 

“The  Hoosiers.  The  2d  and  3d  Indiana  regi- 
gimenis,  the  first  under  Col.  Bowles,  and  the  other 
under  Col.  Lane  leave  for  home  on  Monday.  As  for 
Col.  Lane  and  his  brave  band,  they  will  go  home  to 
meet  the  warm  greeiings  and  con,,  ritulalions  of  -heir 
friends,  for  having  nobly  borne  ttie  hardships  of  the 
campaign  and  sustained  the  honor  of  their  state  and 
country  by  their  brave  and  gallant  conduct  on  the 
field.  But  v\ hile  li.ey  are  reaping  this  rich  reward 
lor  their  toils,  let  ihem  not  forget  to  do  justice  to 
llieir  brethren  of  the  2d.  Does  that  once  ardenl 
friend,  now  by  his  cold  greeting  and  inquisitive  look 
seem  to  question  their  gallantry  on  the  field?  It  is 
unjusU  let  no  man  refer  to  the  2d  Indiana  regiment 
as  an  exception  to  the  uniform  brave  conduct  of  the 
volunteers.  It  may  be  true  that  if  they  kept  their 
position  in  the  morning  it  would  have  made  a diffe- 
rence in  the  result  of  the  day;  but  it  was  not  the 
men  that  faltered  before  the  enemy.  The  ill-conceived 
and  shockingly  managed  retreat,  with  all  its  calami- 
ties must  rest  on  other  shouldeis.  They  obeyed  or- 
ders; and  who,  after  such  a retreat  can  blame  tliein 
for  not  being  prompt  to  rally?  To  rally  where? — 
Upon  some  other  regiments  indeed,  was  their  onl) 
alternative,  and  most  of  them  did  so.  Nay,  if  the 
men  of  the  2d  Indiana  regiment  are  cowards,  then 
are  all  regiments  such;  for  there  cannot  be  collected 
a body  of  500  men  from  any  slate  in  the  Union  who, 
under  like  circumstances,  would  nut  Imve  been  guil 
ly  of  the  same  couducl.” 


WITH  MEXICO.  411 


Private  Divers.  Messrs  Editors:  I was  pleased 
to  see  in  your  last  number  a communication  award- 
ing justice  to  a few  privates  that  distinguished 
Ihemselvt's  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  and  since  it 
has  so  wel;  met  your  own  appr  ibati  jr,  I will  take 
the  liberty  to  add  a few  more  names  to  the  list. 

No  man  can  deserve  more  praise  for  his  general 
conduct  dm  ing  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  than  pri- 
vate Divers,  of  company  1,21  Illinois  regiment. — 
He  was  always  in,  and  in  advance  of,  the  front 
rank,  especially  when  on  a charge,  and  more  than 
once  during  the  day,  I heard  his  oflicers  calling  him 
back.  For  his  gallant  bearing,  he  was  compliment- 
ed on  the  field  in  my  hearing  by  the  lamented  Har- 
din. In  the  last  charge  tie  recaptured  a flag  that 
had  previously  been  captured  and  lost  by  Captain 
llaith,  and,  although  it  necessarily  rendered  him  a 
conspicuous  object,  he  bore  it  in  the  retreat  as  far 
as  the  road,  having  been  twice  attacked  on  the  way. 
At  the  road  lie  was  attacked  by  four  lancers,  turn- 
ing to  defend  himself  from  w hom  he  fell,  and  be- 
fore lie  could  recover  himself,  the  flag  and  his  gun 
having  fallen  some  distance  from  him,  his  assailants 
had  recaptured  the  flag  and  were  sending  it  to  the 
rear.  He  shot  tlic  man  that  bore  it,  and  at  the  im- 
minent risk  of  his  life  re  took  it  and  bore  it  in  tri- 
umph. 

Corporal  Agnew.  Again,  the  conduct  of  young 
Agnew,  a corporal  in  the  same  company,  merits  all 
praise.  He  carried  the  banner  out  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  and  in  our  first  retreat,  went  no  further 
than  to  the  brow  of  the  ravine  into  which  he  was 
ordered,  where  he  planted  bis  colors,  and  declared 
that  they  should  be  wafted  in  sight  of  the  enemy  as 
lung  as  he  had  the  honor  to  bear  them.  He  stood 
nobly  by  them  all  day,  and  though  rent  by  the  ene- 
my’s balls,  they  were  never  lowered,  and  were 
borne  in  sale  at  the  close  of  the  day. 

An  incident  at  the  battle  of  Monterey. — 
While  Col.  Davis,  with  his  command,  was  hotly  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  exposed  to  their  direct  fire,  a 
man  in  a long  gray  surtout  suddenly  rode  up,  and, 
dismounting,  placed  himself  in  the  middle  of  the 
street.  There,  in  face  of  the  enemy,  amidst  the 
thickest  of  the  fire,  he  coolly  drew  from  a case, 
suspended  about  his  person,  a spy-gla.ss,  with  which, 
having  adjusted  it  to  a proper  focus,  he  proceeded  to 
reconnoitre  the  .Vlexican  battery.  Having  satisfied 
himself  as  to  the  information  he  sought,  he  shut  up 
the  glass,  returned  it  to  its  case,  and,  appruachihg 
Col.  Davis,  said  to  him:  “Sir,  the  enemy  lias  but  two 
pieces,  and  by  making  a detour  to  the  right  you  can 
take  them  in  flank?”  “And  who  the  devil  are  you?” 
“1,  sir,  am  Major  Mansfield,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
Deers.”  “All  right!  come  on  boys!”  responded  Uie 
colonel.  The  battery  was  soon  carried. 

[JTat.  hUdligcncer . 

MEXICAN  DOCUMENTS. 

It  ha.s  already  been  mentioned  that  Senor  Pacheco, 
was  appointed  Mexican  iniiiisler  of  foreign  alfairs 
early  in  July.  The  name  of  ihis  genileinan  has  long 
been  connected  with  the  politics  of  the  00011117,  and 
Mexican  papers  before  us  declare  him  to  be  a man 
of  ability  and  unquestioned  patriotism.  Considera- 
ble importance  must  attach  to  the  views  now  enter- 
tained by  Pacheco,  as  he  is  the  organ  of  Santa  Anna’s 
government  with  foreign  nations.  Upon  entering 
ofiSce,  he  addressed  to  the  governors  of  the  slates,  a 
circular  expressive  of  his  views  of  public  allairs. — 
The  document  does  not  appear  to  us  10  be  written  in 
the  best  taste,  being  extremely  egotistical,  nor  to 
evince  great  ability;  and  we  should  not  iranslale  it 
but  for  the  fact  that  it  may  safely  be  deemed  Hie 
latest  and  best  exponent  of  Santa  Anna’s  views  which 
we  have.  It  abounds  w'illi  fulsome  panegyric  of  the 
president,  but  we  must  presume,  111  the  absence  of 
positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  it  speaks  Uio 
sentiment  ol  Santa  Anna  and  h.s  administration. 

[W.  O Picayune  of  ..Jug,  13. 

CIRCULAR  TO  THE  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  STATES. 

Mexico,  July  7,  1847. 

Sir:  The  nomination  which  his  excellency  the 
president  has  been  pleased  to  make  of  the  under- 
signed to  the  portfolio  of  the  first  secretaryship 1q 

which  post  he  lenders  to  jour  excellency  his  services 
both  to  aid  in  promoting  Uic  tiappiness  ol  iliis  slate 
and  to  yourself  individually —is  a conlirmalion  in 
every  respect  of  the  prugramine  which  has  been  pro- 
claimed by  every  act  of  the  adm.nislration.  Drawn 
from  the  bosom  of  congress  wlieie  he  lias  constantly 
advocated  and  voted  for  the  maiiileiia.  ce  ol  the  war 
unlit  a glorious  peace  should  be  obtained;  an  influ- 
ential actor  in  the  glorious  inovenient  of  August 
which  had  for  its  object  to  restore  to  ihe  nation  its 
institutions,  and  to  wash  out  Uie  stain  mflicied  upon 
it  by  a geneial  who  abandoned  ttie  cause  of  our  iia- 
lioualiiy;  an  original  suppoiter  of  the  federativo 
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system  and  well  known  as  the  author  of  various  writ- 
ings published  by  him  as  a private  citizen;  ever  the 
exponent  of  the  ideas  of  liberty  and  order — the  pre- 
sident has  thought  favorably  of  his  capacity  to  ex- 
press his  orders  based  on  these  views. 

One  of  the  weapons  which  is  always  employed  in 
wars  of  invasion — especially  when  waged  as  is  this 
upon  Mexico,  without  a noble  aim  or  from  a just 
motive--is  to  sow  dissension  am'  ng  the  people  which 
is  invaded;  for  there  is  no  people,  however  weak  it 
may  be,  that  is  not  strong  and  invincible  vi  hen  unit- 
ed. Unfortunately  our  people  is  not  united,  and  in 
good  earnest  this  infernal  policy  has  here  found  op- 
portunity to  show  Its  eflicacy.  It  had  almost  suc- 
ceeded, and  would  have  completely  succeeded,  had 
It  not  been  resisted  by  a few — so  far  as  to  deliver 
over,  hound  hand  and  foot,  the  chief  of  the  nation 
into  the  power  of  its  ene.i.ies,  accused  with  conni- 
vance with  them,  to  be  sacrificed  by  them  for  hav- 
ing waged  war  in  the  name  and  (or  the  service  of  the 
nation.  Is  this  country  destined  to  present  to  the 
world  these  examples  of  conduct  towards  its  chiefs.? 
Iturbide!  Guerrero!  now  Santa  Anna!  Must  this 
nation  shelter  within  its  bosom  men  who  are  forever 
to  bring  upon  it  the  imputation  of  artifice,  peifidy, 
and  ingratitude.? 

It  cannot  be  that  this  nation  should  be  more  or 
less  devoted  to  her  own  dignity  than  any  other;  and 
if  an  immense  majority  of  her  people  are  patriots, 
who  would  prefer  death  to  the  dishonor  of  the 
countiy  of  their  birth,  there  are  not  w anting,  as 
in  every  other  nation,  individuals  who  either  cow- 
ards or  tiaitors,  favor  directly  or  indirectly  the  ene- 
my. 

With  us,  men  of  this  stamp  have  not  stopped  half 
way.  With  a view  to  gain  a shameful  individual 
security,  they  have  aimed  to  disarm  Santa  Anna  by 
imputing  to  him  designs  the  most  improbable.  The 
more  absurd  these  pretences  the  more  popular  are 
they.  The  antecedence  of  his  whole  life,  the  glory 
of  liis  name,  indissolubly  associated  with  the  history 
of  this  war,  and  the  position  he  has  occupied  in  the 
battles  he  has  fought  in  person — all  these  are  here, 
with  which  a reasonable  man  should  be  satisfied. — 
Then  consider  the  guerillas  of  the  state  of  Vera 
Cruz;  many  of  these  were  early  organized  by  this 
same  Gen.  Santa  Anna,  were  lormcd  from  the  ser- 
vants upon  his  haciendas,  and  paid  from  his  own  purse, 
and  one  of  these  is  the  leader  who  most  molested  the 
enemy. 

But  parly  rancor,  fear,  and  egotism  do  not  rea- 
son; they  continue  to  impute  to  the  president  an 
understanding  with  the  enemy,  and  plans  and  pre- 
parations for  making  peace;  whilst  the  president,  list- 
ening only  to  the  dictates  of  bis  heart,  and  the  wishes 
of  the  legislatures  and  governors  of  the  states,  will 
be  the  first  to  encounter  the  enemy  at  the  head  ol 
those  who  will  share  the  honor,  as  he  has  beiore 
encountered  him  at  La  Angostura  and  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  he  will  so  encounter  him  everywhere.  If  this 
nation  is  destined  to  lose  her  independence  by  the 
dissensions  of  her  sons,  the  destiny  of  General  Santa 
Anna  is  also  fixed.  Like  another  Guatimozin  he 
will  be  the  last  Mexican  who  may  fight  for  his 
country,  let  not  his  evil  star  disarm  the  government 
in  the  presence  of  the  enemy;  and  in  making  use  of 
the  powers  w ith  which  the  national  representation 
has  invested  it,  the  executive  will  confine  itself  strict 
ly  and  religiously  to  the  terms  to  which  its  powers 
were  confined. 

His  excellency,  the  provisional  president,  is  also 
determined  to  sustain  at  all  hazards  the  established 
system  and  the  will  of  the  nation,  expecting  that 
their  excellencies,  the  governors  of  the  states,  by 
their  zealous  co-ope ration  w ith  him  will  pi ove  in  this 

crisis the  greatest  which  can  ever  befal  a nation — 

that  the  Feneral  system  is  that  best  calculated  for 
the  great  end  proposed  by  all  .'jstems — that  it  may 
stand  up  with  all  the  elen.entsol  its  strength  around 
i',  and  oe  united  as  one  man,  in  the  delence  of  its 
independence  and  dignity. 

The  secondary  measures  of  the  administration  to 
corisunimate  these  purposes  will  be  dictated  by  the 
law  and  in  a spirit  eminently  democratic.  Individual 
guaranties  will  be  respected  so  far  as  the  forms  ol 
law  shall  prevail  should  he  survive  the  combat,  like 
that  heio  he  will  be  able  to  exclaim;  “kill  me  if  you 
would  enjoy  in  peace  your  conquest.  A man  like  me 
can  only  be  followed  by  Mexicans  and  when  he  rais- 
ed to  their  view  the  standard  of  honor,  it  may  dis- 
turb your  dreams.”  , u u-  .11 

Such  are  Llie  principles  by  which  his  excellency, 
the  provisional  president,  aims  to  justify  the  conli- 
deiice  of  his  country,  and  the  hopes  of  those  enlight- 
ened nations  Irientlly  to  her;  such  are  the  principles 
he  has  expressed  lo  Ihe  undersigned,  in  conieinng 
on  him  the  highest  honor  a Mexican  can  receive,  by 
associating  the  undersigned  with  himsell  in  this  vyork 
lin  the  hour  ol  danger;  and  such,  loo,  are  the  views 
iwjlh  which  the  undersigned  has  entered  the  ministry, 


relying  henceforth  upon  the  eflOicient  co-operation  of 
your  excellency  and  the  state  you  so  worthily  go- 
vern: which  co-operalion  he  solicits  in  the  name  of 
the  country  which  has  been  outraged. 

All  which,  by  order  of  his  excellency,  I have  the 
honor  lo  communicate,  olfering  lor  myself  the  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

Gud  and  liberty!  PACHECO. 

By  the  furgoting  circular  it  appears  that  the  ad- 
ministration in  Mexico,  like  our  own,  is  bound  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  until  a glorious  peace  shall 
be  obtained — hasla  obtener  urta  paz  gloriosa.  From 
the  yet  more  interesting  documents  which  we  sub- 
join it  will  appear  that  Santa  Anna  has  long  ago 
contemplated  the  probability  that  the  fate  of  arms 
may  compel  him  to  withdraw  from  the  capital, 
and  that  he  is  already  prepared  for  that  emer- 
gency. 

CIRCULAR  TO  THE  GOVERNORS  OF  STATES. 

Mexico,  July  17,  1847. 

Excellent  Sir:  As  you  are  aware,  the  papers  which 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  transmitted  by  the  packets  do 
not  reach  the  capital.  So  far  as  can  be  judged  by 
the  correspondence  which  has  arrived  this  day,  the 
opinion  of  civilized  people  is  generally  favorable  to 
the  side  of  Mexico  in  the  war  of  defence  against  the 
United  States.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  in  so  just 
a cause?  The  opinion  is  equally  general  that  the  U. 
Slates  cannot  triumph,  except  by  relying  upon  the 
internal  dissensions  of  our  republic.  Governments 
and  people  express  unanimous  wishes  to  see  us  unit- 
ed and  strong,  in  order  that  we  may  chastise  that 
abuse  of  circumstances  which  an  enemy  lakes  who 
thinks  all  the  advantages  are  on  his  side.  The  do- 
cuments which  are  to  day  published  in  the  Diario 
Official  are  a proof  that  these  opinions  are  entertain- 
ed by  foreign  nations. 

By  one  of  them  you  will  perceive  that  the  govern- 
ment of  her  Britannic  majesty,  loyal  lo  its  friendly 
relations  with  our  republic,  has  engaged  not  to  re- 
cognise any  revolutionary  government  whicn  may 
ostensibly  be  set  up  in  the  republic,  but  only  that 
legitimately  established,  whatever  its  resistance  may  be, 
should  the  chances  of  war  compel  the  government 
lo  leave  the  capital. 

In  the  other  document  you  will  perceive  the  hopes 
and  plans  of  the  enemy,  and  in  another  the  multi- 
plied solicitations  to  our  agents  in  foreign  countries 
to  be  allowed  to  come  and  take  part  in  the  war  in 
favor  of  our  just  cause.  The  provisional  president 
desires  me  lo  communicate  all  this  to  your  excellen- 
cy, that  in  like  manner  you  may  communicate  it  to 
the  worthy  people  over  whom  you  preside;  and  he 
desires  to  conjure  the  people  through  me  in  the 
name  of  the  country,  tor  tlieir  future  destinies  and 
for  their  character  among  the  civilized  nations,  that 
they  redouble  their  efforts  and  contribute  all  the  re 
sources  which  the  slate  can  raise,  and  arouse  the 
spirit  of  independence  and  true  federation  among 
their  patriotic  inhabitants,  so  as  lo  confer  credit  on 
the  system  by  which  we  are  governed,  even  in  the 
midst  of  a crisis  such  as  will  probably  never  again 
present  itself. 

1 have  the  honor  lo  repeat  the  assurance  of  ray 
consideration.  God  and  liberty ! 

PACHECO 

The  lollowing  is  the  first  document  alluded  to  in 
the  above  circular.  It  will  not  fail  to  arrest  general 
attention: 

May  31,  mi. 

The  undersigned,  her  majesty’s  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  has  the  honor  ot  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  communication,  dated  the  26th  inst., 
of  Sr.  Mora,  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  relative  to 
the  existing  slate  of  affairs  between  Mexic'i,  and  the 
United  Stales;  and  in  regard  to  the  contemplated 
abandonment  of  the  Mexican  capital  by  the  execu- 
tive, to  which  Sr.  Mora  refers  in  his  letter — the  un- 
dersigned has  the  honor  of  assuring  Sr.  Moia  that 
the  English  minister  accredited  to  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment will  consider  it  his  duty  to  follow  the  go- 
vernment, apd  maintain  his  relations  with  it,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  Mexican  territory  said  government 
may  fix  its  residence. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  conside- 
ration. PALMERSTON. 

To  Sr.  D.  Joaquin  Mora, 

Minister  of  Mexican  Republic. 

The  next  document  alluded  lo  is  a letter  publish- 
ed in  the  Weekly  Picayune  of  July  5,  and  copied  by 
us  from  the  Charleston  Courier!  As  it  is  very  short, 
and  shows  tlie  apprehensions  entertained  by  the 
Mexicans,  we  republish  it: 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier. 

Washington,  June  23. 

The  government  has  taken  a very  important  and 
decided  step  in  regard  lo  the  Mexican  war,  and 
one  that  promises,  if  not  a conclusion  of  the  war,  at 
least  to  change  the  character,  aud  lo  convince  the 


world  of  our  sincere  desire  to  bring  the  contest  lo  an 
end. 

The  government  has  alter  full  deliberation  in  ca- 
binet council,  deleimined  lo  establish  a form  of  a 
government  de  facto  in  Mexico,  and  make  with  it  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  guaranty  the  security  of  that 
government. 

Instructions  to  that  effect  have  been  sent  to  Gen. 
Scott,  through  various  channels.  The  first  messen- 
ger, Col.  Sour,  was  cut  off  with. his  message.  The 
Mexican  government  is  possibly  aware  of  our  inten- 
tions already. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a most  formidable  peace 
party  has  arisen  in  Mexico,  and  that  some  of  its 
members  have  been  in  communication  with  Ge- 
neral Scott.  As  soon  as  General  Scott  shall  arrive 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  peace  party  will  form  a 
government  de /ac(o,  under  the  guarantee  of  Gen. 
Scott. 

Our  armies,  must  of  course,  remain  in  Mexico  till 
the  treaty  made  with  the  new  government  shall  bo 
fully  carried  into  efi'ect. 

The  mass  of  the  Mexican  people  are  not  expected 
to  concur  in  the  treaty,  because  many  of  their  lead- 
ers will  oppose  it. 

A civil  war  will  arise,  and  the  new  government 
and  its  supporters  will  have  us  as  allies. 

The  next  document  is  a letter  from  some  Mexi- 
can official,  whose  name  is  not  given,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  stale,  enclosing  another  letter  asking  what 
reply  he  shall  make  to  it.  The  enclosed  letter  pur- 
ports to  be  from  a foreigner  who  offers  his  services 
with  those  of  fifty  men  to  join  the  Mexican  gueril- 
las. It  intimates  that  the  writer’s  only  daughter  is 
married  to  a Mexican,  and  expresses  great  enthusi- 
asm for  the  cause  of  the  “oppressed  nation.”  We 
do  not  consider  it  worth  relating. 


HENRY  CLAY. 


On  the  20lh  inst.,  a sub  committee  of  seven  gen- 
tlemen, delegated  by  the  large  committee  named  at 
the  public  meeting  at  Boston,  lo  invite  the  western 
statesman  to  visit  that  city , left  Boston  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  the  wishes  of  the  meeting  to 
Mr.  Clay. 

A meeting  was  held  at  Portland,  (Maine,)  resolu- 
tions of  a similar  import  were  adopted,  and  a simi- 
lar committee  was  appointed. 

At  New  Yoik,  a large  and  respectable  meeting  of 
the  citizens  took  place,  resolutions  were  adopted, 
and  committees  appointed  to  invite  Mr.  Clay  lo  ex- 
tend his  visit  lo  that  city.  'Ihe  hon.  F.  A.  Tal- 
MADGE  was  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  steam- 
boat New  Haven,  with  about  100  mostly  warm  and 
devoted  friends  of  Mr.  Clay,  besides  the  commillee 
of  invitation,  left  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting the  invitation.  They  arrived  at  Cape  May 
on  Friday  morning.  Interesting  accounts  are  given 
of  the  proceedings,  from  which  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing: 

'I'he  hour  of  twelve  was  fixed  to  receive  his  visi- 
tors. At  that  time  a large  number  of  persons, 
among  whom  were  most  of  the  ladies  from  the  dif- 
ferent hotels,  met  in  the  elegant  and  capacious  sa- 
loon of  the  Mansion  House,  the  gentlemen  having 
gone  there  in  procession,  attended  by  an  excellent 
band  of  music,  politely  tendered  lo  them  by  the  de- 
legation from  Pniladelphia,  were  Mr.  Clay  was  re- 
ceived with  the  most  warm  and  devoted  enthusiasm. 
Upon  silence  being  restored  he  was  appropriately 
addressed  by  Nicholas  Dean,  Esq  , who  had  been 
selected  for  the  occasion,  in  order  to  avoid  any  thing 
like  parly  bias,  by  the  committee. 

THE  INVITATION. 

Nicholas  Dean,  Esq.,  addressed  Mr.  Clay  as  fol- 
lows: 

Through  the  unexpected  kindness  of  my  friends, 
I am  the  honored  instrument  of  expressing  to  you, 
sir,  briefly,  sentiments  which  are  common  to  all 
of  us. 

You  are  surrounded  by  a few  of  your  fellow  citi- 
zens from  the  city  of  New  York;  not  the  result  of 
political  association,  not  the  offspring  of  party  or- 
ganization, but  who  had  individually  learned  from 
the  public  press  that  you  were  sojourning  in  their 
vicinity,  and  who  by  one  simultaneous  impulse  threw 
themselves  on  board  a swift  means  of  communica- 
tion, and  hastened  here  to  grasp  you  by  the  hand, 
and  otter  to  you  the  homage  of  their  warm  saluta- 
tions. (Great  applause.) 

But,  sir,  we  have  another  and  more  important  duty 
to  perform;  we  come  in  the  name  of  400,000  per- 
sons, to  ask  you  once  again  to  visit  our  metropolis-— 
(immense  applause) — once  again  to  permit  us  within 
the  circulation  of  our  own  corporate  limits  to  ex- 
press to  you  our  deep  appreciation  of  the  eminent 
services  which  you  through  a long  series  of  years 
have  rendered,  not  lo  us  only,  but  lo  our  whole  conn- 
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try  (immense  applause) — once  again  to  furnish  us 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  our  undimin- 
ished confidence,  and  the  esteem,  the  love,  the  re- 
verence with  which  we  regard  you.  (Applause.) 

These,  sir,  are  no  ordinary  sentiments,  nor  are 
they  felt  in  any  ordinary  degree.  I’hey  are  the 
warm  and  hearty  expressions  of  a generous  and 
grateful  spirit.  Suffer  them  not  to  be  chilled  by  de- 
ferred hope,  or  in  any  degree  repressed  by  present 
disappointment.  Permit  us,  we  pray  you,  sir,  to 
announce  to  onr  expectant  friends,  with  the  speed  of 
lightning,  that  Henry  Clay  will  come  to  them. — 
(Loud  and  prolonged  cheering.) 

A hundred  thousand  tongues  are  waiting  to  spread 
the  glad  intelligence,  and  the  great  aggregated  heart 
of  our  entire  city  is  throbbing  to  bid  you  welcome — 
thrice  welcome  to  its  hospitalities.  (Cheers.) 

MU.  clay’s  reply. 

Mr.  Clay,  who  evinced  much  emotion  during  the 
delivery  of  this  speech,  leplied  in  nearly  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

Gentlemen  of  the  committee  from  New  York,  and 
I may  add,  of  other  committees  who,  like  yourselves, 
have  come  upon  a like  occasion— gentlemen  of 
Trenton,  of  New  Haven,  and  of  Philadelphia,  for 
there  are  committees  from  all  these  places,  and  I 
don’t  know  but  from  some  others  also— fellow  citi- 
zens, the  eloquent  address  which  has  just  been  de- 
livered, has  had  the  efiect  almost  to  induce  me  to 
adopt  the  language  which  was  used  on  a more  so- 
lemn occasion,  “Thou  almost  persuadest  me  to” 

go  to  New  York.  (Great  applau.se.)  But  in  all  that 
uprightness  of  my  nature  which  I have  endeavored 
to  practice,  1 must  tell  you  the  object  and  motive 
w hich  have  brought  me  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic. 
1 returned  to  my  residence  after  passing  the  winter 
at  New  Orleans,  on  the  23d  or  84th  of  March  last, 
and  a day  or  two  afterwards  melancholy  intelligence 
came  to  me.  1 have  been  nervous  ever  since,  and 
was  induced  to  take  this  journey,  for  1 could  not  look 
upon  the  partner  of  my  sorrows'without  experienc- 
ing deeper  anguish.  (Here  Mr.  Clay  was  com- 
pletely overcome  with  his  feelings,  and  covering  his 
face  with  his  hand,  remained  silent  several  minutes. 
At  length  he  continued.)  Every  thing  about  Ash- 
land was  associated  with  the  memory  of  the  lost 
one— the  very  trees  which  his  hands  had  assisted  me 
to  plant,  served  to  remind  me  of  my  loss.  Had  the 
stroke  come  alone  1 could  have  borne  it,  with  His 
assistance  and  sustained  by  the  kindness  of  my 
friends  and  fellow  citizens,  with  meekness  and  re- 
signation—but  of  eleven  children  four  only  remain 
—of  six  lovely  and  affectionate  daughters,  not  one 
is  left.  Finding  myself  in  that  theatre  of  sadness, 
I thought  I would  fly  to  the  mountain  top,  and  de- 
scend to  the  ocean  wave,  and  by  meeting  with  the 
sympathies  of  friends,  obtain  much  relief  to  the  sad- 
ness which  encompassed  me.  1 came  for  private 
purposes  and  from  private  purposes  alone.  I have 
not  desired  those  public  manifestations,  but  desire 
rather  to  escape  them.  My  friend  and  travelling 
companion,  Dr.  Mercer,  will  tell  you,  that  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  every  section  of  the  state  of  my  birth  1 
have  been  implored  to  remain,  if  only  for  a few 
hours,  to  exchange  congratulations  with  my  friends 
but  1 invariably  refused,  and  only  remained  in  each 
place  sufEciently  long  to  exchange  one  vehicle  for 
another.  You  may  imagine  that  I made  a visit  to 
Philadelphia,  but  I was  accidently  thrown  into  Phil- 
adelphia. When  1 arrived  in  Baltimore,  1 learnt  that 
the  most  direct  route  to  this  place  was  by  the  Dela- 
ware. I had  no  public  object  in  view  in  taking  that 
route;  yet  indifferent  1 am  not  nor  cannot  be  to  the 
honor,  welfare,  and  glory  of  my  country.  (Great 
applause.)  ' 

Gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  New  York-] 
have  truly  and  sincerely  disclosed  the  purposes  of 
the  journey,  but  1 cannot  but  deeply  feel  this  mani- 
festation of  your  respect  and  regard- it  is  received 
with  thankfulness,  and  excites  the  warmest  feeling 
of  my  heart,  that  I,  a private  and  humble  citizen, 
without  an  army,  without  a navy,  without  even  a 
constable  s staff,  should  have  been  met  at  every  step 
of  my  progress  with  the  kindest  manifestation  ol 
feelings,  ol  which  a president,  a monarch,  or  an 
emperor  might  well  be  proud.  (Great  applause.) 

No  1 am  not  insensible  to  these  tokens  of  public 
affection  and  regard.  1 am  thankful  for  them  all  — 
(Applause.)  To  you,  gentlemen  of  the  eom  niUee 
of  New  York,  who,  in  behalf  of  the  400,000  indivi- 
duals whom  you  represent,  have  taken  so  much 
trouble,!  am  deeply  thankful  for  this  manifestation 
of  your  regard,  but  1 must  reluctantly  decline  the 
honor  of  your  invitation;  and,  gentlemen,  of  Tren- 
ton, New  Haven,  and  Philadelphia,  to  your  fellow 
Citizens  1 laust  beg  ol  you  to  excuse  me,  and  trust 
to  their  affection  to  do  so,  for  if  f do  not  place  mv- 

* ??  1^^*^  allection  of  my  countrymen,  whither 
should  1 go,  and  where  siiould  I be — on  the  wide 
opean  without  compass  and  without  a guide.  (Im- 


mense applause.)  I must  beg  of  you  gentlemen  of 
all  these  com  uiltees,  to  retrace  your  steps,  charged 
and  surcharged  with  ray  warme-it  feelings  of  grati- 
tude— go  back  charged  with  warm  thanks  from  me, 
and  tell  my  friends  that  nothing  but  the  circumstan- 
ces in  which  I am  placed,  nothing — for  we  may  a.s 
well  mingle  a laugh  with  our  tears,  ami  borrow 
the  M'ords  of  the  Irish  ambassador,  “situated  as  1 
am,  and  I may  say  circumstanced  as  I am,” — pre- 
vents the  honor  of  meeting  you.  (Laugh.)  Tell 
them — ^and  I hope  this  general  response  will  be  con 
sidered  as  a specific  answer  to  each  of  the  commit- 
tees, (for  if  you  could  see  how  my  time  is  occupied 
here,  you  would  know  that  it  is  impossible  to  write 
it,)  that  you  are  charged  with  the  expression  of  the 
best  feelings  o(  my  heart.  And  you,  gentlemen  of 
New  York,  be  assured  that  it  will  be  long  before  this 
evidence  of  your  regard  will  be  forgotten — among 
the  recollections  of  the  incidents  of  the  journey, 
this  visit  will  be  paramount,  and  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  it.  1 wish  you  an  agreeable  voyage  on 
your  return,  and  pray  make  my  apologies  for  b;ing 
constrained  to  decline  your  kind  invitation.  (Long 
continued  applause  ) 

The  gentlemen  from  New  York  were  then  intro- 
duced individually  to  Mr.  Clay  by  the  hon.  F.  A. 
Talinadge. 

The  company  then  dispersed,  and  at  3 o’clock  sat 
down  to  a sumptuous  dinner  provided  by  Mr.  Har- 
wood with  a degree  of  liberality  that  did  hioi  infi- 
nite credit.  The  room  had  been  decorated  by  ttie 
lady  boarders  v\  ilh  much  elegance  and  taste,  and 
everything  passed  off  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of 
the  company.  Mr.  Clay  sat  at  the  head  of  the  cross 
table,  supported  on  his  right  and  left  by  the  hon.  F. 
A.  Talmadge  and  the  hon.  John  S vift,  .Mayor  of 
Philadelphia;  the  hon.  Morris  Franklin  officiating  as 
vice  president.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  j)er- 
sons  were  present. 

I have  omitted  to  mention  a very  delightful  episode 
that  occurred  in  the  drawing  room  where  the  com- 
pany were  assembled  before  dinner.  Mrs.  Isaac 
Sulger,  of  Philadelphia,  a very  lovely  woman,  ap- 
proached Mr.  Clay,  bearing  in  her  hand  a magnifi- 
cent boquet,  which  she  presented,  addressing  him  as 
follow  s; 

“At  the  request  of  the  ladies  of  Columbia,  I have 
the  honor,  sir,  of  presenting  this  boquet.  May  its 
beauty  and  fragrance  picture  to  you  the  great  respect 
we  entertain  for  your  virtues  and  excellent  charac- 
ter, and  at  the  same  time  we  give  you  a hearty  wel- 
come to  Cape  Island,  with  the  ardent  hope  that  your 
after  life  may  be  as  peaceful  and  happy  as  your 
former  days  have  been  brilliant  and  uselul.” 

To  this  Mr.  Clay  made  a brief  and  affecting  re- 
ply, which  drew  tears  from  most  of  the  persons 
present.  I must  close  here,  as  vve  are  just  off. 

Our  stay  at  the  dinner  table  was  necessarily  brief, 
being  anxious  to  get  home  in  good  season.  On 
leaving  the  hotel,  the  residents  of  Cape  Island  turn- 
ed out  en  masse  and  accompanied  us  to  the  boats, 
when  Mayor  Swift,  of  Philadelphia,  Morris  Frank- 
lin, and  ex-Shenff  McMichael,  of  Philadelphia, 
made  brief  addresses.  We  then  embarked,  and  as 
the  surf  was  running  very  high,  many  of  us  got  a 
welting,  but  all  reached  New  Haven  in  safety,  and 
having  weighed  anchor,  we  passed  in  as  near  the 
shore  as  we  dared  venture,  and  gave  the  crowd  a 
[larting  salute  with  our  gun  and  our  voices. 

Mr.  McCracken,  the  delegate  from  New  Haven 
appointed  to  invite  Mr.  Clay  to  visit  that  city,  ac- 
companied us  on  the  trip. 

Mr.  Clay  left  Cape  May  on  Saturday  last,  in  the 
steamer  Ohio,  for  New  Castle.  As  the  Ohio  drew 
nigh  the  wharf  at  New  Castle,  the  Philadelphians, 
through  their  committee,  who  had  attended  Mr  Clay 
to  the  island,  took  leave  of  him.  Their  farewell 
was  pronounced  by  Mr.  McMichael,  and  was  re- 
sponded to  by  the  distinguished  patriot  in  terms  of 
eloquence  and  pathos,  which  cannot  be  described. — 
Deep  emotion  was  displayed  on  every  countenance; 
and  many  a tear  fell  from  eyes  heretofore  unused  to 
the  melting  mood. 

An  immense  concourse  of  people,  estimated  at 
three  or  four  thousand,  were  in  attendance  on  the 
wharf  at  New  Castle,  to  receive  Mr.  Clay.  Among 
them  our  informant  noticed  Mr.  Clayton,  the  chan- 
cellor,  and  chief  justice,  and  other  eminent  digni- 
taries and  citizens  of  Delaware. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  Wednesday  says:  “Mr. 
Clay  left  Cape  May  on  Saturday  last,  and  proceeded 
up  the  Delaware  to  New  Castle,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived and  entertained  by  Chancellor  Johns,  ol  De- 
laware. He  remained  at  New  Castle  until  yesterday 
morning,  when  he  visited  the  hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
with  vvliom  he  dined.  In  the  afternoon  he  took  the 
Philadelphia  cars  and  proceeded  to  Freochtown, 
where  he  embarked  on  board  the  steamboat  Consti- 
tution for  Ibis  city.  At  all  the  points  on  the  route 
where  he  stopped,  he  was  met  by  crowds  of  people. 


who  dernonstr.aled  their  gratification  at  seeing  him 
by  enthusiastic  cheers.  The  mere  probability  of 
his  arrival  here  on  the  boat,  attracted  to  the  place 
of  landing  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators,  all 
eager  to  see  and  do  honor  to  the  dislingui.shed  man. 
At  half  past  eleven  the  boat  arrived,  and  as  soon  as 
it  was  ascertained  that  Mr.  Clay  was  on  board,  a 
tremendous  shout  went  up  from  the  assembled  mul- 
titude, and  rockets  were  sent  otf.  He  landed  from 
the  boa  land  proceeded  to  Barnum’s  Hotel,  where 
there  soon  assembled  a vast  concourse  of  his  friends, 
w'ho  surrounded  the  building.  Their  anxiety  to  seo 
him,  induced  Mr.  Clay  to  appear  at  one  of  the  win- 
dows, who,  in  a few  words,  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  the  warm  reception  he  had  met  with,  and  after 
alluding  to  the  lateness  of  tlie  hour,  &c.,  he  bade 
them  good  night  and  retired. 

This  morning,  Mr.  Clay  left  llie  hotel  at  seven 
o’clock,  and  look  the  western  cars  on  his  journey 
home.  A large  number  of  bis  friends  were  present, 
whom  he  very  cordially  saluted  as  he  departed.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  crowd,  he  proceeded  in  a car- 
riage to  the  outer  depot,  where  he  got  into  the  cars. 
A very  large  number  of  persons,  in  the  meantime, 
had  assembled  at  the  depot  in  Pratt  street,  expecting 
him  to  start  from  there. 

A morning  paper  speaks  of  .Mr.  Clay  as  being  ac- 
companied by  Dr.  Mercer  as  his  medical  attendant. 
This  is  not  the  fact.  Happily,  Mr.  Clay  needs  no 
medical  attendant.  Dr.  Mercer  is  a wealthy  planter 
of  Mississippi,  who  sometimes  resides  for  the  winter 
at  N.  Orlans,  and  with  whom,  as  an  intimate  friend, 
Mr.  Clay  resided  during  his  slay  in  that  city  last 
winter.  Dr.  Mercer  is  a native  of  Maryland,  and 
studied  II  edicine  in  this  city  under  the  late  Dr.  Da- 
vidge,  but  he  has  not  practiced  that  profession  for 
many  years.” 

'I'he  whigs  of  Philadelphia  tendered  Mr.  Clay  a 
public  dinner,  which  he  declined,  remarking  that 
“it  would  be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  stale  of 
ills  feelings,  and  the  private  motives  which  on  this 
occasion  brought  him  from  home,  to  accept  the  com- 
pliment of  a public  dinner.” 


HISTORICAL. 


ANCIENT  AND  CURIOUS  DOCUMENTS, 
RELATIVE  TO  NEW  YORK. 

We  have  now  before  us,  by  the  politeness  of  Messrs 
Berlord  & co.,  booksellers  and  publishers,  original 
documents  of  great  interest,  being  no  less  than  the 
royal  commission  given  by  Queen  Anne  to  Lord 
Cornbury  as  governor  in  chief  of  the  province  of  N. 
York,  in  1702-3,  the  personal  “instruction,”  and  the 
“orders’’  in  relation  to  navigation  and  commerce, 
all  except  the  commission,  bearing  the  sign  manual 
of  the  Q een.  These  documents  are  enclosed  in  a 
box,  or  cabinet,  which  by  the  way  is  strongly  scen- 
ted with  musk  and  is  doubtless  as  old  as  the  docu- 
ments themselves. 

The  commission  is  engrossed  on  tw'o  large  sheets 
of  parchment,  twenty  eight  by  thirty  inches  or  there- 
abouts, with  an  illustrated  border  and  a roughly  ex- 
ecuted portrait  of  Queen  Anne  on  the  left  hand  upper 
corner.  It  is  a beautiful  specimen  of  calligraphy  in 
the  old  English  character,  and  is  signed  at  the  end 
“Wnghte.”  The  signature  of  the  Queen,  which 
should  be  at  the  beginning,  we  cannot  find,  and  we 
have  an  impresison  that  we  have  somewhere  read  of 
this  omission.  The  “great  seal”  is  attached  to  it, 
and  it  deserves  to  be  called  great,  so  far  as  that  word 
is  synonimous  with  bulky.  It  is  attached  to  the  parch- 
ment by  the  usual  method,  with  laced  silk  braids. 

The  instructions  cover  twenty  eight  folio  pages 
and  are  written  in  a fine,  distinct  hand.  There  are 
one  hundred  sections.  -The  signature  of  the  Queen 
is  found  in  the  margin  of  the  heading,  as  below,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  last  paragraph  are  her  initials, 
A.  R. 

Instructions  for  Edward  Hyde,  Esq.,  coni' 
rnonly  called  Lord  Cornbury,  (S.iii  and 
heir  to  ye  Earl  of  Clarendon  ) Our  Captain 
General  and  Govenior  in-Chief  of  our  pro- 
ANNE  R.  vince  of  New  York  and  the  territory  de- 
pending thereon  in  America.  Given  at  oui 
Court  at  St.  James’s  the  29ih  day  of  Jauu 
ary  1702-3,  in  the  first  year  of  our  Roigne 

The  document,  it  will  be  seen  is  one  liundred  and 
fifty  five  years  old.  In  the  second  section  of  the  in- 
structions Lord  Cornbury  is  required  to  lake  upon 
him  “the  execution  of  the  place  and  trust”  reposed 
in  him,  and  forthwith  “call  together  the  members  ol 
Our  Council  for  that  province,  by  name  William 
Smith,  Peter  Schuyler,  Samson  Shelton  Broughton, 
Wolfgang  William  Romer,  William  Laurence,  Ger- 
ardus Beckman,  Rip  Van  Dam,  John  Bridges,  Caleb 
Heathcoate,  Thomas  Wenham,  Mathew  Ling,  Kil 
lian  Van  Ranslaer,  Esq.”  Following  sections  insirucl 
tlie  Govei  uor  in  ctiiel  in  the  matter  of  publisliing  hii 
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commission,  and  administering:  uaths,  and  to  avoid 
mixing  himself  up  with  the  conflicting  parties  by 
which  the  colony  at  that  lime  was  distracted,  and 
“our  service  and  their  own  general  welfare  very 
much  obstructed.” 

Next  Lord  Cornbury  is  advised  that  though  “three 
of  our  counsellors  tnake  a quorum,  it  is  nevertheless 
our  will  and  pleasure  that  you  do  not  act  with  a quo- 
rum of  less  than  five  members,  except  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity.” In  the  nominations  for  vacancies  in  the 
Council,  or  other  important  officers,  he  is  to  “take 
care  that  they  be  men  of  good  life  and  well  aflected 
to  our  government,  and  of  good  esiates  and  abilities, 
and  not  necessitous  people  or  much  in  debt.”  Some 
of  these  instructions  it  would  be  well  for  the  appoin- 
ting power  of  each  state  and  of  the  United  States 
now  to  act  upon. 

Then  follow  instructions  as  to  making  laws,  sen 
ding  copies  of  laws  and  proceedings  to  the  home 
government,  for  approbation  or  disallowance;  a pro- 
hibition to  return  home  without  leave,  and  the  usual 
checks  and  guards  upon  the  Governor  in  chief,  in- 
structions in  reference  to  raising  and  disbursing  mo- 
ney, keeping  accounts,  &c.;  acts  imposing  duties  on 
“wines  and  strong  liquors”  shall  in  no  case  be  in 
foice  for  less  than  one  year;  general  laws  to  be  un- 
limited in  time;  and  the  Governor  in  chief  to  re  en- 
act no  law  “which  shall  have  once  been  enacted, 
except  upon  very  urgent  occasions;  but  in  no  case 
more  than  once  without  our  express  consent.” 

Various  sections  follow  respecting  the  removal  of 
officers;  and  complaints  are  made  that  too  many  of- 
fices are  filled  by  incompetent  deputies  in  reference 
to  the  disposal  of  pirates,  and  money  or  goods  pirati- 
cally  taken;  levenue;  rights  of  property;  oaths  of 
allegiance,  &c.  The  Governor  in  chief  is  required 
to  “permit  a liberty  of  conscience  to  all  persons, 
(except  Papists)  so  they  be  contented  with  a quiet 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  same,  not  giving  of- 
fence or  scandal  to  the  government.” 

The  Governor  in  chief  is  to  ‘take  care  that  all  plan- 
ters and  Christian  servants”  be  provided  with  arms, 
and  be  periodically  mustered  and  trained,  &c,  the 
power  to  impress  for  the  navy  is  taken  from  the 
con  manders  of  vessels  and  given  to  the  Governor 
in  chief;  he  is  advised  that  he  will  receive  from  “our 
dearest  husband  Prince  of  Denmark,  our  high  admi- 
ral of  England  and  our  plantations,”  authority  to 
suspend  or  arrest  any  commander  in  the  navy  not 
obeying  his  written  orders;  and  is  instructed  respect 
ing  the  custody  of  army  and  navy  stores,  the  impo- 
sition of  export  duties,  &c. 

Section  GO  and  following  require  Lord  Cornbury 
to  “take  especial  care  that  God  Almighty  be  devout- 
ly and  duly  served  throughout  your  government,” 
and  provide  lor  the  comfort  of  the  clergy  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  Church  as  by  law  established. — 
School  masters  from  England  and  elsewhere  must  be 
licensed;  the  former  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  the 
latter  by  the  Governor;  after  which  come  sections 
rdaliiig  lo  slavery  which  we  copy. 

^70.  And  as  Wee  are  willing  to  recommend  unto  the 
said  Company  (Royal  Aftican  Company  of  England 
dial  the  said  Province  may  have  a constant  and  sutii- 
cierit  supply  of  Mercliaiuable  Negroes,  at  moderate 
Rales  in  money  or  Commuditys,  so  you  are  to  take  espe- 
cial care  that  payment  be  duly  made,  and  within  a com- 
petent time  according  to  their  agreements;  and  yqu  are 
to  take  care  tliat  there  be  no  trading  from  che  said  pro- 
vince to  any  place  in  Affrica,  within  the  Charter  of  the 
Royal  Afi'rican  Company,  otherwise  than  prescribed  by 
on  Aet  of  Parliament,  intituled  An  Act  to  settle  the  trade 
to  Affrica. 

^71.  And  you  are  yearly  to  give  unto  us  and  to  our 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  an  account 
of  what  number  of  Negroes  the  said  Province  is  yearly 
supplied  with,  and  at  w hat  rates. 

^78.  You  shall  endeavor  to  get  a Law  past  (if  not  al- 
ready done,)  for  the  restraining  of  any  inhuman  Severity, 
which  by  ill  masters  or  Overseers  may  be  used  to  their 
Slaves,  and  tiiat  provision  be  made  therein  that  the  will- 
ful killing  of  Inaians  and  Negroes  may  be  punished  with 
death,  and  thaia  fit  penalty  be  imposed  for  the  maiming 
of  them. 

'^19.  And  you  are  also,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Council  and  the  Assembly,  lo  find  out  the  best  means  to 
facilitate  and  encourage  the  conversion  of  Negroes  and 
liidinns  to  the  Christian  Religion;  more  especially  you 
are  to  use  your  endeavors  with  the  Atstmbly  that  they 
make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  some  Ministers 
to  inhabit  among  the  five  Nations  of  Indians  in  order  to 
instruct,  and  also  to  prevent  their  being  seduced  from 
their  Allegiance  to  us  by  French  priests  and  Jesuits. 

From  these  extracts  it  would  appear  that  slavery 
was  at  least  fostered  in  this  country  by  the  British 
guvernment,  and  that  vvhile  “Anne,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  Queen  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,de- 
i'emler  of  the  faith,”  bad  some  desire  that  Indians 
and  Negroes  should  be  converted,  she  “more  especial- 
ly" dasired  that  ministers  should  inhabit  among  the 
Five  Nations  to  save  them  from  being  seduced  from 
Ihcir  allegiance  to  the  Biitisli  Crown. 

farther  sections,  alter  enumerating  grants  made 


by  the  late  King  for  forts  on  the  Northern  frontier 
of  the  province, -and  the  sums  to  be  furnished  by  the 
“plantations”  lo  wit:  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
■^150,  Connecticut  ^150,  Pennsylvania  .^350,  Mary- 
land ,£650,  Virginia  ^fOOO — require  the  Governor  in 
Chief  to  call  upon  the  province  of  Nova  Caesaria  or 
New  Jersey  for  a sum  of  ,£500,  or  £250  each  for 
East  and  West  New  Jersey.  And  if  the  frontier  be 
at  any  lime  invaded  by  an  enemy  “the  neighboring 
Colonies  and  plantations  shall  make  good  in  men  (or 
money  in  lieu  thereof)  their  quota  of  assistance,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  Repartitions,  viz: — 


Massachusetts  Bay  350  men 

New  Hampshire  40 

Rhode  Island  48 

Connecticut  120 

New  York  200 

East  New  Jersey  60 

W'est  New  Jersey  60 

Pennsylvania  80 

Maryland  160 

Virginia  240 
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The  remaining  sections  treat  of  the  preservation  of 
the  various  forts  and  the  erection  of  new  ones,  friendlv 
intercourse  and  trade  with  the  Indians,  with  assur- 
ance that  on  their  continued  submission  to  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  they  shall  be  defended  against  the  French; 
of  the  limber  trade;  fix  the  salary  of  the  Governor 
in  chiefal  six  hundred  pounds  sterling;  and  order  as 
follows: 

“For  as  much  as  great  inconveniencys  may  arise 
by  the  liberty  of  printing  within  the  province  of  N. 
York,  you  are  to  provide,  by  all  necessary  orders, 
that  no  person  keep  any  press  for  printing,  nor  that 
any  Booke,  pamphlet  or  other  matters  whatsoever  be 
printed  without  your  especial  leave  and  lycense  first 
obtained. 

And  this  under  the  signature  of  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, nol  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  The  oth- 
er manuscript,  signed  A.  R.  also,  is  Lord  Cornbury ’s 
orders  and  instructions  from  the  commissioners  for 
trade  and  plantations. 

[A'.  F.  Cornmercial  Mvertiser. 

CoL.  James  Johnson. — A correspondent  of  the 
Frederick  Citizen  thus  refers  to  one  of  the  remaining 
patriots  of  the  revolution,  a citizen  of  Baltimore. 

I met  with  my  old  friend  James  Johnson,  son  of 
Col.  Johnson,  who  commanded  a battalion  in  the 
Jerseys,  during  the  winter  of  1775  and  1777,  the  most 
gloomy  lime  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  furnished 
the  army  with  one  hundred  tons  of  bomb  shells,  at 
the  siege  of  Yorklown,  which  caused  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis  and  his  army,  on  the  memorable  I9th 
of  October,  1781.  He  is  also  Ihe  nephew  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Thomas,  the  first  republican  governor  of 
Maryland,  who  nominated  General  Washington,  to 
be  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Although  near  the  completion  of  his 
73d  year  he  walks  with  the  activity  of  a young  man, 
and  his  mind  is  as  vigorous,  his  judgment  as  sound 
and  ills  memory  as  iftcniive  as  in  the  palmiest  day 
of  his  manhood.  He  is  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  his  country,  from  llie  conimencement 
to  the  present  time,  and  is  the  best  living  historian 
of  Maryland,  a good  Latin  and  French  Scholar;  the 
latter  language  he  speaks  with  ease.  Notwithstan- 
ding misfortune  has  deprived  him  of  his  paternal  es 
late,  he  is  as  cheerful  and  agreeable  as  if  he  posses- 
sed thousands  and  enjoys  that  equanimity  of  mind 
which  is  possessed  but  by  few,  and  a degree  of  health 
rare  at  his  age,  which  enables  him  to  pay  his  daily 
visits  lo  his  children  and  friends,  looking  forward 
w ith  calm  submission  and  pious  resignation  to  the 
will  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 

J^omination  of  Gen.  Washinglon  to  be  commander  in 
chief. — The  tact  that  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland 
nominated  Gen.  Washinglon  commander  in  chief  of 
the  American  armies,  having  been  denied  by  a cor- 
responderil  of  our  paper,  James  Johnson,  Esq.,  of 
this  city,  w ho  made  the  statement,  has  considered  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  bring  forward  evidence  to 
substantiate  what  he  asserted;  and  vve  think  that  he 
has  been  successful.  He  has  furnished  us  with  the 
following  statement  and  references,  &c.,  which  we 
publish  with  pleasure.  [Clipper. 

‘•The  credit  of  nominating  General  Washington 
to  be  commander  in  chief,  has,  at  various  limes,  been 
attributed  to  Mr.  Jeflerson  and  John  Adams,  but, 
until  recently,  I never  heard  it  claimed  lor  Samuel 
Adams.  The  plain  history  of  the  nomination,  wliich 
1 have  heard  repeatedly  Irom  niy  uncle.  Governor 
Johnson,  is  tins: — Tile  eyes  of  all  America  were 
turned  towards  Cul.  Washinglon,  then  a delegate 
Irom  Virginia,  in  congress.  The  delegates  liom 
Virginia  ihoughl,  as  a matter  of  delicacy,  that  the 
non. Illation  should  be  made  by  a delegation  from  an- 
other slate.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  v. Iio  introduced 


the  resolution  to  declare  the  United  States  free  and 
iii'tependeiit,  came  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  and 
told  him  that  the  delegation  from  Virginia  felt  a del- 
icacy in  nominating  their  colleague  lo  be  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  wished  the  nomination  to  be 
made  by  a member  from  another  state.  Mr.  Johnson 
agreed  with  him,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  the  nomination  was  made  and  unanimously 
confirmed,  he  met  Mr.  John  Adams  on  the  state  house 
steps,  in  Philadelphia,  and  told  him  that  the  delega- 
tion from  Virginia  felt  a delicacy  in  nominating  their 
colleague,  and  he  wished  him,  (Mr.  Adams,)  repre- 
senting a large  state,  the  cradle  of  liberty,  to  make 
the  nomination.  Mr.  Adams  made  no  reply,  turned 
on  his  heel  and  left  him.  As  soon  as  the  house  was 
called  to  order,  Mr.  Johnson  was  in  his  place,  and 
nominated  Col.  Washinglon  to  be  the  commander  in 
chief,  which  was,  as  before  stated,  unanimously  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Johnson  never,  in  all  his  conversations 
with  me,  claimed  any  peculiar  merit  in  making  the 
nomination;  but  one  merit,  he  always  claimed,  in 
preventing  Charles  Lee  from  being  the  second  in  com- 
mand. When  he  was  nominated,  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
a speech  of  some  length,  portrayed  his  character  as 
a diappointed  foreigner,  not  lo  be  trusted.  When 
he  sat  down,  the  whole  delegation  from  New  York 
arose  in  a body,  and  said  that  every  word  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  had  uttered,  was  true.  General 
Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  appointed  the  first  ma- 
jor general  and  Charles  Lee  the  second. 

See  proceedings  of  congiess,  June  15 — 16,  1775, 
Sharp’s  life  of  Washinglon,  pages  129 — 30. 

Jas  Johnson,  Saratoga  st.  . 
Extract  of  a teller  from  John  Mams  to  Timothy  Pieker- 
ing,  dated  August  Gth,  1822. 

“This  was  plain  dealing,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  I 
must  confess  that  there  appeared  so  much  wisdom 
and  good  sense  in  it,  that  it  made  a deep  impression 
on  my  mind,  and  it  had  an  equal  effect  on  all  my 
colleagues.  This  conversation  and  the  principle-, 
facts,  and  motives  suggested  in  it,  have  given  a col- 
or, complexion,  and  character  to  the  whole  policy  of 
the  United  States  from  tliat  day  to  this.  Without 
it  Mr.  Washington,  would  never  have  commanded 
our  armies;  nor  Mr.  Jefferson  have  been  the  author 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  nor  Richard 
Henry  Lee  the  mover  of  it;  nor  Mr.  Chase  the  mo- 
ver of  dissolving  foreign  connexions. 

If  1 ever  had  cause  to  repent  of  any  of  this  policy, 
that  repentance  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  un- 
availing. 1 had  forgot  lo  say,  nor  had  Mr.  Johnson 
ever  have  been  the  nominator  of  Washington  for  Gen- 
eral. 

Letter  from  Judge  Crunch  to  Mr.  George  Johnson,  in 
answer  to  one  written  to  him,  dated  March  14,  1833. 

Sir:  I received  your  letter  of  March  last,  while 
the  court  was  silting,  and  in  consequeece  of  my  ab- 
sence from  liome  since  the  adjournment  of  the  court, 

1 have  not  until  now  had  time  to  lock  over  my  notes 
of  Ihe  Memoir  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  find  my 
authority  for  the  slatemeni  that  the  nomination  of 
Gen.  Washinglon  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies  in  1775,  was  made  by 
the  late  Governor  Thumus  Johnson  of  Maryland.  I have 
looked  over  niy  notes  but  find  no  relerence  to  any 
authority  for  the  fact.  I believe,  however,  that  1 
took  it  from  the  same  publication  made  by  authority 
of  Mr.  Adams  himself  in  a pamphlet  or  newspaper 
published  in  Boston.  I was  well  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  statement  when  1 made  it. 

With  great  respect,  1 am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  Wm.  Cranch. 

A Question  for  Casuists. — It  has  been  made 
known  to  all  the  world — at  least  lo  all  that  part  of 
It  in  w hich  newspapers  are  read — that  certain  illus- 
irissimi  of  one  sort  and  another,  in  England,  have 
put  their  heads  together  in  the  project  to  erect,  some- 
where, a fitting  monument  or  other  testimonial  in 
honor  of  an  Englishman  who  has  been  dead  a consid- 
erable rinmber  of  years,  but,  being  dead,  has  so  long 
been  remembered  as  the  man  who  introduced  the 
art  of  printing  into  England.  The  first  public  de- 
monstration of  the  illustrissimi  was  made  notable  to 
us  on  the  hither  side  of  the  Atlantic,  by  the  presence 
ihereat  of  Mr.  Bancroft  a gentleman  to  whom  we  give 
nine  thousand  dollars  a year,  and  the  title  of  “excel- 
lency,” to  make  occasional  blarneying  speeches  for 
us  in  England,  and  lo  figure  at  divers  fasnionable  fes- 
tivities, Queen’s  drawing  rooms,  diplomatic  dinners, 
Almack’s,  &c.,  &c.  Mr.  Bancroft  was  present  and 
made  a speech,  in  v.  hich,  among  other  things,  he  as- 
serted the  right  ol  Americans  to  lake  an  interest  in 
the  fame  ol  Caxlon,  and  solemnly  demanded  that 
the  monument,  if  placed  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
should  he  placed  at  the  West  end  of  that  edifice,  so 
that  it  might  have  a look  out  across  the  broad  wa- 
ters lowaids  the  land  represented  by  the  speaker, 
&c.  &c. 

Ail  this,  no  dout'l,  is  very  proper  and  laudable^  , 
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but  one  curious  effect  of  il  lias  been,  already  to  stir 
up  doubt  and  disputation  concerning  the  last  right  of 
the  deparied  Mr.  Caslon  to  that  poslliiimous  honor 
of  which  he  has  so  long  been  in  quiet  possession. — 
Old  chronicles  have  been  rummaged,  old  libraries 
have  been  raiisar  kid,  ai  d it  is  now  said  that  in  the 
public  library  ol  Cambridge  a volume  has  been  dis- 
coveild  whic  h was  printed  at  Oxford,  in  1468,  and 
which  entirely  deprives  Mr.  Caxlon  of  the  glory  he 
has  worn  so  peacefully. 

According  to  this  volume,  w hich  professes  to  de- 
rive its  information  from  an  aricienl  record  in  Lan.- 
beth  palace,  “Henry  VI.  sent  Mr.  Tumour,  his  mas- 
ter ol  the  robes,  with  Mr.  Caxlon,  to  Haarlem,  to 
induce  one  of  Gutenberg’s  men  secretly  to  come  to 
England;  one  Corsellis  was  at  length  bribed  and 
conveyed  Irom  Holland  forthwith  to  Oxford,  where 
a mililaiy  guard  was  put  over  him  that  he  might  not 
effect  liis  escape  before  he  had  fulfilled  his  agree- 
ment. So  that  printing  began  at  Oxford,  and  this 
before  there  was  either  press  or  printer  in  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  or  Germany,  save  lu  the  city  of  Meutz. 

1 he  King  then  set  up  a press  at  St.  Alban’s  and  an- 
other at  Westminister,  his  majesty  himself  having 
tl.e  emolun.ents  ai ising  from  all  the  books  in  the 
kingdom  printed.  In  the  latter  press,  U seems  Mr. 
Caxton  was  engaged.” 

If  all  this  is  true,  Mr.  Caxton’s  share  in  the  merit 
of  bringing  the  art  ol  printing  to  England  was  very 
small,  the  said  merit  being  divisible  into  at  least 
three  poition,';  one— and  very  considerably  the  lai- 
gest,  as  well  by  rcynl  right  as  by  the  right  of  origi- 
nation— beh  iiging  to  King  tluuy  the  Sixth,  and  a 
second  to  Mr.  ’J  iiinoi.r,  by  whom  Caxlon  seems  to 
have  been  tmployed,  only  as  an  assistant. 

But  anither  question  arises  in  connexion  with  the 
w hole  n.atli  r,  suneuhal  more  interesting  and  ini- 
porlanl  than  that  respecting  the  just  partition  of  the 
honor  between  Caxlon,  Tumour  and  the  King.  1 be 
process  by  wliicti  the  ait  was  taken  to  England  will 
haidily  bear  examination  on  the  score  of  morality; 
there  seetrs  to  be  an  order  of  theft  about  it.  ’I'lie 
art  w as  a seoiel,  belonging  of  right  to  Holland  and 
to  Gutenberg,  and  the  queslicn  arises  wliether  it 
was  eitiier  just  or  lionorable  to  take  it  from  the 
country  and  the  mau,  by  such  a compound  process 
ol  bnbeiy  and  force  as  the  extract  describes.  On 
the  other  hand  it  is  to  be  considered  whether,  with 
reference  to  a matter  of  such  incalculable  value,  to 
an  agency  so  poweiful  and  indispensable  for  the 
progress  of  art,  dcieiice,  morality  and  religion  the 
end  did  not  justify  the  means;  or  indeed  whether  any 
man  or  any  country  had  a right  to  keep  such  a tiling 
secret,  or  could  acquire  such  an  exclusive  properly 
in  it  as  to  make  any  means  ol  getting  it  away  inde- 
fensible. 

Here  now  are  some  nice  questions  for  casuists  to 
decide  belore  the  monument  is  creeled. 

]JV'.  Y.  Commercial  Jlduerliser. 

MEMOIR  OF  A JERSEVMAN. 

[from  I, . Literary  IVorUl  June  26  ] 

Life  and  Correspoi  daice  o/  Joseph  Reed,  Muitury  Sec 
retary  of  l\  asliingloii,  at  Cambridge;  Jidjulani  Gen- 
eral of  the  Conti)iental  ^Irmy;  Member  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  treeident  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Slate  of  Fennsylvania.  By  his  Grand- 
son, W illiam  B.  Reed.  2 vols.  8 vo.  pp.  637,  507. 
Philadelphia;  Lindsay  &.  B.akiston.  i\'cw  York. 
Baillell  & Welfoid;  1347. 

If  Ameiiea  is  ever  to  attain,  in  dignity  and  weight 
of  moral  character,  that  superiority  which  it  exhib- 
its in  industry  and  commerce,  it  must  be  by  imbibing 
the  principles,  and  emulating  the  conduct  of  those 
eminent  persons  who,  in  the  era  of  the  revolution, 
showed  to  what  heigbla  ol  pure  greatness  republican 
force  may  lise,  when  it  is  elevated  by  integrity  of 
purpose,  and  is  guided  by  wiadoni.  We  are  never 
brought  into  the  society  ol  that  honorable  band, 
without  leeling  that  we  are  visiting  “a  college  in  a 
purer  air.”  Ihey  were  statesmen  who  couJd  “act 
and  cou.piebeiid.”  'i  hey  knew  how  to  unite  the  en- 
ergy ol  natural  passion  with  the  delicacy  ai.d  recti- 
luUe  ol  refined  jirinciple.  1 liey  pursueu  a greatness 
of  design  that  “made  ambitiou  viitue.”  With  some 
exceptions  they  weie  gentleniui,  or  men  of  family; 
it  IS  a striking  lact,  observed  by  Mr.  Reed  in  this 
volume,  that  “the  leaders  of  the  levoluiion  were,  as 
a general  rule,  men  ol  tiigli  classical  education.” — 
'I'he  growing  inteiesl  in  the  chai aclers  and  career 
of  these  eaiiiient  men,  which  shows  itself  in  the  for- 
maliou  of  historical  societies,  and  in  liie  appearance, 
from  lime  to  time,  ol  the  memoirs  and  lelleis  of  liiose 
who  have  been  especially  distinguished,  is  one  ol  the 
inobl  flic,  uragiiig  symplouisol  our  tunes.  Mr.  R’s. 
Work  is  one  ol  Li  e most  eai  eluliy,  and  is  perhaps  the 
most  judiciously , tUiled  ol  the  puulk  alioiis  that  have 
yet  appeared,  il  is  a just  leuraik,  that  eontempo- 
laiy  loUi-is  Irom  llie  uiosL  autlie.  tic  materials  ol 
liisioiy  unU  biography;  but  u is  a niislake  tu  suppose 


that  they  impose  less  labor  upon  the  editor  than 
the  compilation  of  an  original  work.  They  must  be 
explained,  illustrated,  supplied,  with  a diligence  of 
attention  that  puls  in  requisition  the  best  faculties 
of  the  student,  and  the  literary  artist.  Mr.  Reed 
offers  bis  book  to  us  as  the  result  of  twenty  year’s 
investigation.  R is  worthy  to  be  the  result  ol  so 
prolonged  a labor.  U displays  a fulness  ol  informa- 
tion upon  the  men  and  subjects  discussed,  derived 
from  English  and  American  sources;  a range  of 
intelligent  inquiry  and  collateral  illustration,  which 
we  have  not  elsewhere  met  with.  R is  the  matuie 
production  of  a highly  educated  mind,  at  work  upon 
a subject  whicli  stimulated  all  its  curiosty,  and  task- 
ed its  utmost  abilities.  We  desire  Mr.  Reed  to  un- 
derstand that  we  appreciate  thesuperior  and  uiiconi- 
inon  merit  of  liis  book.  VVe  do  not  merely  give  him 
our  approval,  as  a critic  reviewing  the  work  of  an 
employment,  deserving  of  a public  acknovvledginenl 
as  a benefit  conferred  upon  the  community. 

The  biographer,  in  this  instance,  lias  been  favored 
both  in  his  motives,  and  his  subject.  The  striking 
and  able  correspondence  with  Lord  Dartmouth; — 
the  familiar  communications  from  General  Wash- 
ington, now  for  the  first  time,  as  we  understand  it, 
published  entire;  the  characteristic  letters  from 
Charksl.ee,  Robert  Morris,  and  others;  the  copious 
military  reports  from  Mr.  Reed  to  President  Whar- 
ton, at  an  interesting  crisis,  give  the  book  an  historic 
interest  of  the  highest  and  most  permanent  kind. — 
Indeed  w e do  not  know  of  any  publication,  of  this 
extent,  wtiich  forms  so  valuable  a contribution  to  our 
knowledge  of  tlie  situation  and  operations  of  the  ar- 
my in  1776  and  1777,  and  the  views,  opinions,  and 
plans  of  those  who  controlled  the  military  counsels 
of  that  time.  To  us,  it  has  explained  many  obscure 
and  doubtful  passages  in  the  conduct  of  the-  war,  and 
has  disclosed  many  new  circumstances,  of  the  exis- 
tence of  which  we  suppose  there  is  no  other  evidence 
in  print.  Gen.  Reed  died  at  the  early  age  of  43; — 
yet,  within  that  period,  he  had  filled  a wide  circle 
of  honor  and  usefulness,  in  council  and  in  the  field, 
upon  the  continental  and  slate  establishments.  He 
had  been  the  intimate  Iriend  and  adviser  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  esteemed  and  loved  by  one  who 
never  gave  his  confidence  without  reason,  and  rarely 
gave  bis  familiarity  to  any  one;  he  had  been  adjutant- 
general  of  the  continental  army,  and  a member  of 
continental  congress;  he  had  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  general  of  cavalry,  and  of  chief  justice  of 
Pennsylvania:  and  had  filled  the  office  of  president 
of  that  state,  at  a time  when  civil  faction  and  per- 
sonal aniniosiliis  raged  with  enibittered  fury.  His 
heroic  reply  to  the  attempt  of  the  British  commis- 
sioner to  bribe  him,  in  1776,  the  popular  account  of 
which,  we  are  glad  to  find  from  documents  here 
published,  is  sustained  by  copious  and  irrefragable 
evidence,  forms  one  ol  the  romantic  incidents  in  our 
revolutionary  history.  His  literary  accomplishment 
was  of  a superior  grade,  and  he  is  one  of  the  few  of  his 
contemporaries  whose  tellers  may  be  read  with  pleasure, 
for  the  mere  elegance  of  the  style.  His  mind  was  subtle 
and  reflective;  but  liis  temper  open,  ardent,  and  ac- 
tive, in  friendship  and  in  enmity.  Those  who  shared 
Ins  intimacy,  write  to  him  with  the  freest  cordiality. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  he  had  many  viru- 
lent opponents. 

Joseph  Reed,  the  son  of  respectable  parents,  was 
born  lu  'll  eii  ton,  New  Jersey,  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1741.  He  received  liis  education  first  at  the  Poila- 
uelphia  Academy,  and  then  at  Princeton  College, 
wiiere  lie  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He 
studied  law  under  Richard  Slocklon,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  1763.  In  the  summer  of  the 
same  year  lie  sailed  for  England,  and  was  entered  a 
student  in  the  middle  temple,  where  he  remained 
until  1765.  Here  he  became  attached  to  a daughter 
ol  Mr.  Dinnib  Do  Berdl,  an  eminent  merchant,  and 
agent  lor  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
on  a second  visit  to  England,  in  1770,  after  the  death 
of  tier  father,  married  to  her.  On  his  return  he  set- 
tled himself  at  Philadelphia,  and  pursued  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law  with  distinguished  success.  The 
elder  De  Berdl,  and  after  his  death,  his  son,  were 
on  terms  of  intimacy  witli  Lord  Dartmouth,  who  in 
1772,  became  Secretary  of  Slate  Idr  the  Colonies. — 
1 liiougli  the  younger  lie  Berdl,  who  continued  at 
all  limes  lu  be  anxious  lor  the  restoraliou  of  harmo- 
ny, Mr.  Reed  received  an  inlimalion  lliat  a corres- 
poiidence,  gi\  iiig  impartial  information  of  uccuienees 
and  ol  the  stale  of  leeling  in  the  colonies,  irom  a 
candid  and  prudent  obsunei,  would  be  tiighly  ac- 
ceptable to  llie  colonial  secretary;  and  aecorilingly 
iVj  I . Reed,  between  December,  1773,  and  February 
1775,  aiiUiessed  to  Loi  u Dailinoulli  a scries  of  lelteis 
winch,  lor  patiiulic  rcsulutioii,  discernmeut,  and 
ability  ol  aiguii.tiii,  are  eiiiiueutly  lionorable  to  the 
youlliiul  aullior.  'I'licy  are  curious  and  valuable,  as 
showing  that  the  ministry  received  accurate  leprt- 
seiilatioiis  ol  the  temper  ol  the  culuiiies,  Irom  a re- 


iiauie  source,  ai  a uiiie  wiicu,  as  me 
shows  us  by  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Gage,  T ryon 
and  others,  very  erroneous  impressions  were  com- 
iiiunicated  by  the  government  agents.  The  slate  of 
political  opinion  in  Pennsylvania,  both  at  the  begiii- 
ing  of  the  revolution,  and  for  many  years  afterwards, 
is.  at  least  to  strangers  like  ourselves,  a very  myste- 
rious and  inlricaiB  affair.  We  have  never  been  able, 
for  example,  to  comprelieiid  the  position  of  John 
Dickinson.  The  author  has  thrown  more  light  upon 
the  mailer  than  we  have  found  from  any  other  quar- 
ter; but  the  topic  is  extensive  enough,  and  we  should 
suppose  interesting  enough,  to  for.ii  the  subject  of  a 
separate  volume.  Mr.  Reed’s  views,  both  as  to  the 
rapidity  of  movement,  and  as  to  the  ultimate  object 
to  be  then  proposed,  appear  to  have  been,  from  1772 
to  1776,  essentially  the  same  with  those  of  Robert 
Morris  and  Charles  Thompson;  and  taking  into  view 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
haviiig  regard  to  what  actually  took  place  in  the 
following  years,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  if  the 
views  of  this  parly  had  prevailed,  it  had  saved  a 
protracted  contest,  and  a world  of  suffering,  and  yet 
have  secured  our  independence.  When,  however, 
the  battle  of  Lexington  had  been  fouglil,  and  the  war 
was  really  begun,  Mr.  Reed  joined  heart  and  hand 
in  the  popular  movement,  and  from  that  time  his 
passions,  his  interests,  and  his  thoughts  were  thor- 
ouglily,  and  with  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature,  devoted 
to  the  vindication,  by  arms,  of  the  position  assumed 
by  llie  country.  “We  liave  proceeded  such  lengths,” 
he  writes  to  his  wife,  in  June,  1776,  “that  unless  we 
go  further  we  shall  be  branded,  most  justly,  as  the 
basest  and  meanest  of  mankind.  Instead  of  contest- 
ing about  or  settling  forms  of  goveriimeiU.  we  must 
now  oppose  the  common  enemy  with  spirit  and  reso- 
lution, or  all  is  lost.”  “When  a subject  draws  his 
sword  against  bis  prince,”  be  writes  to  another  “he 
must  cut  liis  way  ilirough,  if  he  means  afterwards  to 
sit  down  in  safety.  1 have  taken  loo  active  a part 
in  what  may  be  tailed  the  civil  part  of  the  opposi- 
tion, to  renounce  without  disgrace  the  public  cause, 
when  il  seems  to  lead  to  danger,  and  have  a most 
sovereign  contempt  for  the  man  who  can  plan  meas- 
ures he  has  not  the  spirit  to  execute.” 

Oil  the  15th  of  June,  Washington  was  appointed 
coininander  in  chief  of  the  army,  llien  before  Boston, 
and  in  a few  days  left  Philadelphia,  on  his  way  to 
camp,  accompanied  by  a number  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  and  among  them  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Reed,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia.  By  a 
general  order  uf  July  4,  1775,  lie  was  appointed  sec- 
retary to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  gave,  in  that 
position,  the  most  entire  satisfaction.  He  left  Cam- 
bridge temporarily  in  October  of  that  year;  and  the 
frequent  letters  ol  the  chief,  addressed  to  him  at  this 
time,  breathe  a warmth  of  regard  for  his  person,  or 
express  a sense  of  his  services,  which  may  justify  Ins 
descendants  in  elierishing  those  communicalioiis  as 
titles  of  peculiar  honor.  “The  hint  contained  in  the 
last  of  your  letlers  re.-pecting  your  continuance  in 
rny  family,  in  other  words,  your  wish  that  I could 
dispense  with  it,  gives  me  pain.”  Washington  writes 
Nuveuiber  20,  1775:  “You  already,  my  dear  sir, 
know  my  sentimenls  on  Itiis  matter;  you  cannot  but 
be  se:isible  ol  your  importance  to  me:  at  the  same 
lime  1 shall  again  repeat  what  1 liave  observed  to 
you  before,  itiat  1 can  never  lliink  of  promoting  my 
convenience  at  the  expense  of  your  interest  and  in- 
clination. f * *■  ,M|..  Harrison,  though  sensible, 

clever,  and  perfecliy  cuiifidential,  has  never  yet 
moved  upon  so  large  a scale  as  to  comprehend,  at 
one  view,  tile  diversity  of  matter  which  comes  before 
me,  so  as  to  afibid  that  ready  assistance  winch  every 
man  in  my  situation  must  stand  more  or  less  in  need 
of.  * * * My  mind  is  now  fully  disclosed  to  you, 
with  the  assurance  sincerely  and  affectionately  ac- 
companying it,  that  wiiilsl  you  are  disposed  tu  contin- 
ue willi  me,  1 shall  think  myseil  loo  furtlinalc  and 
tiappy  to  wish  for  a ciiaiige.”  Again,  on  the  23 1 of 
January,  ol  Ihe  following  year,  he  says:  “Real  ne- 

cessity compels  me  to  ask  whether  1 may  entertain 
any  hopes  ol  your  returning  to  my  faiiiilyf  * « » 

My  business  increases  very  last,  and  my  distresses  for 
want  ol  you,  along  with  it.  Mr.  Harrison  is  the  only 
gentleman  ol  my  lamily  that  can  atlbrU  me  the  least 
assistance  in  writing.  * * * ](  tie  should  go,  1 

should  lealiy  be  v^islressed  beyond  measure,  as  1 
kuovv  no  peisuii  able  to  supply  your  places,  (in  this 
pailol  the  world,)  vvilli  whom  1 wuulvj  choose  to  live 
111  unbounded  conlidence.”  This  coi  re.spunJence  with 
Cui.  Reeii  is  ceilaiiily  the  most  euriuus  that  has  yet 
appealed  ol  General  Washington.  He  wrote  to  liis 
lust  secretary  w-nh  an  openness,  a carelessness,  a 
lamiliaiiiy,  and  u jocularity  of  tune  which  he  seems 
never  to  nave  useu  to  any  other  person,  and  vvliicli 
t.laces  Ills  character  almost  in  a new  light. 

V\  e must  delei’,  nnlii  unotlier  week,  the  conclusiun 
ut  our  ren.aiEs  upuii  tins  iiiipuilanl  and  interesting 
iiisioi  y 
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war  with  MEXICO. 


Latest.  Tlie  sleanier  Galveston  arrived  at  New 
Orleaii.s  on  the  evenins  of  the  16ih,  bringing  dales 
from  Vera  Crtiz  to  the  12ih.  and  Tampico  to  the  15th 
August,  wiih  advices  froni_Gen.  Scott’s  headquarlers, 
Puebla,  to  the  6th  inst. 

Gen.  Scmt  had  issued  positive  orders  to  march  upon 
the  city  of  Mexico  on  ihe  following  day,  llie  7th  inst. — 
The  several  divisions  were  to  march  in  order,  leaving 
during  the  three  following  days,  7th,  8ih,  and  9th. 

Gen.  Pearce  reached  Puebla,  with  his  army,  on  the 
6ih,  and  was  to  go  in  advance.  He  had  encountered 
numerous  skirmishes  with  the  guerillas  on  his  march, 
but  in  every  insiance  beat  them  off  without  losing  a 
man. 

Let'ers  in  the  Picayune  from  Mr.  Kendall,  dated  Pue- 
bla, 3d  and  6;h  inst.,  stale  that  the  orders  of  Gen.  Scott 
to  march  upon  the  capital,  at  ihe  time  slated  above, 
were  posiiive,  and  that  the  army  would  certainly  be 
moving  on  the  7th  inst.,  for  the  Halls  of  the  Montezu- 
mas. 

These  letters  further  state  that  Major  Gaines  and  Mid- 
shipman Rogers  had  escaped  from  imprisonment  in 
Mexico,  and  arrived  at  Puebla  on  the  4th.  They  report 
Santa  Anna’s  forces,  in  all,  comprising  Ins  regular  ar- 
my, to  number  15,000,  men.  A Mexican  runner,  at 
Puebla,  confirms  this  statement,  and  says  that  Santa 
Anna,  at  last  accounts,  was  moving  ;o  meet  the  Ame- 
rican force-',  determined  to  give  battle.  He  had  fifty 
cannon. 

It  is  further  slated  in  Mr.  Kendall’s  letters  tfiat  Major 
Laley’s  division  was  attacked  near  the  bridge,  on  the 
lOih  inst.  by  the  guerill.is.  He  had  a severe  skirmish, 
being  aitacked  frontand  rear,  and  unfortunately  suffer- 
ed severely,  losing  many  of  his  men  in  killed  ana  wound- 
ed. Capr.  Caldwell,  of  the  voltiguers,  and  Capt.  Cum- 
mings, of  the  infantry,  «ere  severely  wounded.  Finally, 
Major  L.  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy,  causing. them 
to  luse  many  lives.  Sirong  reinforcements  have  been 
ordered  to  his  assistance. 

An  engogemont  had  taken  place  between  C.nptain 
Ruff’s  cavalry  and  the  guerillas,  in  wliich  he  was  enii 
nen'dy  victorious,  not  losing  a man. 

There  was  coMsiderable  apprehension  of  a night  at- 
tack being  made  on  Tampico.  Active  p eparations 
were  making  to  meet  the  emergency. 

We  turiher  learn  that  much  sickness  is  now  prevailing 
in  the  squadron  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  fever  among  the 
soldiery  was  decreasing,  but  at  Tampico,  and  other  pla- 
ces along  ilie  coast,  we  regret  to  learn,  it  was  still  on 
the  increase.  Many  weie  dying,  and  tlie  suffering  of 
tile  sick  was  painful  to  think  of. 

Mr.  Kendall  writes  under  date 

Puebla,  MeHco,  Aug.  6,  1847. 

Contrary  to  all  expectations  the  train  which  came  up 
to-day  did  not  bring  any  money,  and  hence  the  poor 
providers  for  the  absolute  wants  of  the  army  are  worse 
off  than  ever.  As  high  as  fifteen  per  cent,  lias  been 
paid  to  day  for  money  to  defray  tlie  expenses  of  the 
short  march  from  this  to  Mexico,  and  some  of  the  hol- 
ders here  are  even  chaflreriiig /or  eighteen!  Such  are 
the  straiis  to  which  our  quartermasters  and  commissa- 
ries, abandoned  as  they  have  been  by  tlie  government 
at  home,  are  driven.  Nor.  is  clothing  brought,  nor  are 
any  of  the  necessaries  for  the  well-being  of  the  army,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  comforl;  and  hence  all  has  to  be  pur- 
chased at  rates  which  amount  to  ruinous  extortion.  I 
give  you  facts  which  every  man  here  knows — comments 
may  suggest  themselves. 

I finish  iliis  letter  in  haste  and  late  at  nig' t.  To- 
morrow morning  Gen.  Twiggs  moves  witli  Ins  division, 
as  I liave  already  slated.  Reports  continue  to  come  in 
that  l.arge  bodies  of  the  enemy  are  moving  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  just  now  we  bear  that  from  800  to  1,000 
guerilleros,  who  iiave  been  dogging  Gen.  Pierce,  were 
seen  this  afternoon  at  El  Pinal,  'i'he  coining  fortniglit 
will  come  to  us  burdened  with  news,  and  whether  it  be 
of  peace  or  war  to  the  knife,  I shall  give  you  the  intelli- 
gence as  early  as  possible. 
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Prices. — J\Teio  York,  ^ug.  27. — Flour  is  selling  at 
$5,62  to  $5,75.  Wheal  $1,30.  Corn  72  to  76  cts. — 
Cotton  rather  heavy. 

M Baltimore,  Howard  street  flour  $5,75  with 
downward  tendency. 

Regiment  called  for. — Government  has  called 
for  another  regiment  of  troops  from  Illinois,  to  keep 
open  the  communication  through  the  plains  to  Santa 
Fe.  This  is  the  7th  regiment  from  Illinois. 

Presidency. — Tlie  New  Vork  York  Sun  is  in  fa 
vor  of  Gen.  Worth  for  the  presidency. 

A whig  meeting  was  recently  held  in  Dublin,  In- 
diana, at  wiiich  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency. 

The  U.  S.  Ship  Jamesloum. — We  learn  from  the  Union 
tlial  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  appointed  to  investig.iie  the 
matter  of  the  laie  disaster  to  the  ship  of  war  .Tamestown, 
have  made  their  report  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. — 
Tlie  court  are  of  ojiionion  that  the  ship  was  run  ashore 
“in  consequence  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  charf  by 
which  she  was  navigated;  and  not  from  inattention,  ne- 
gligence, or  any  oiiier  fault  on  the  part  of  her  comman- 


mander,  officers,  or  crew.’’  The  chart  used  on  board 
the  Jarne.®town  W'as  one-of  Blunt’s  charts,  an  1 w'ls  ob- 
lanied  in  Boston.  (.Mr.  Blunt  denie.s  its  inaccuracy.) 

Elections  — Ohio. — The  death  of  Geri’l.  Hamer, 
in  Mexico,  several  months  ago,  made  a vacancy  in 
the  (Clermont  congressional  district  of  Ohio.  Tiie 
district  is  strongly  democratic.  The  party  have  no- 
minated Mr.  Morris,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Morris, 
formerly  a U.  S.  senator  from  that  state,  and  more 
recently  the  candidate  of  the  liberty  party  in  1844, 
for  vice  president.  The  son  is  said  to  be  as  his  fa- 
ther was,  a thorough  going  radical,  but  inclined  to 
the  Side  of  freedom  rather  than  slavery. 

[Boston  Jlllas. 

Rhode  Island. — An  election  tabes  place  in  the 
western  congressional  district  on  the  31st  inst.  to  fill 
a vacancy.  The  candidates  are  Wilkins  Updike, 
whig,  and  Benj.  B.  Thurston,  dem.  At  the  trial  a 
plurality  elects. 

Alabama  election — For  governor — Tlie  majority  of 
Chapman  (adiii.)  for  governor  is  6,834.  Tiie  legislature 


stands: 
Senate 
House 


Whig. 

16 

33 

54 


A dm. 
17 
63 

79 


Tennessee  election. — The  Icgis/a.'iire  just  elected  in 

Feniiessee  stands  as  folluws;  Wliig.  Adm. 

Senate  ]3  ]2 

House  4 1 34 

o-  ■ , • ...  ‘‘G 

Giving  tlie  wliigs  a majorily  in  each  house,  and  on 
joint  ballot  of  eight. 

The  next  congress — Errors  corrected. — When  we 
rnade  up  the  table  in.®erted  in  our  last,  of  the  result  of 
iir  'he  journals  here,  including  the 

Washington  Union,  seemed  under  the  impression  that 
tlie  whig#  had  carried  the  Memphis  district  in  Tennes- 
see. A lelegraphic  despatch  by  way  of  Pilt.®burg  a.>i- 
nounced  that  Harris  (whig)  was  elected.  The  fact  is 
otherwise;  Mr.  Stanton  (adm.)  is  re-elected,  and  the 
delegation  from  Tcnne.ssee  in  next  congress  siands  six 
administration  and  five  whigs — the  same  as  in  last  con- 
gress. 

DEATHS. 

The  mortality  among  the  emigrants  at  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  is  truly  appalling.  It  seems  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease, instead  of  diminishing.  Tlie  dcaihs  at  Grosse 
isle  on  the  13th,  up  to  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  were  31!  In- 
mates of  ihe  hospital,  2200.  At  Charles  Point  Hospital 
near  Montreal  on  the  16ili,  32.  Number  of  sick  1237. 

A.t  New  York,  during  last  week  400,  of  which  168  werti 
under  two  years;  27  died  of  consumption. 

At  Baltimore  104,  of  which  52  were  under  two  years — 
11  were  Iree  colored  and  3 slaves;  12  died  of  consunip- 
lion — only  2 by  ship  fever. 

At  New  Orleans  during  the  twenty  four  hours  ending 
the  I5ih;  45  deaths,  of  which  21  were  by  yellow  fever-— 
49  were  white  and  4 colored.  Diiritig  the  48  hours  en 
ding  16th  103  deaths,  of  which  66  vyere  by  yellow  fever. 
During  the  24  hours  ending  on  the'17ih  inst.,  there  were 
52  deaths,  and  in  the  24  hours  enijing  on  the  18ih  inst., 
there  were  43,  of  which  27  were  by  the  yellow  fever. — 
On  the  19th  the  deaths  were  24,  of  whTcTi  21  were  of  yel- 
low fever— discharged  of  yellow  fever  27--of  oihe.f  dis- 
eases 9. 

At  Charity  Hospital  N.  O.,  during  the  24  hours  eliding 
17tli,  66  admissions,  27  deaths  by  yellow  fever;  21  yellow 
fever  patients  discharged. 

“The  New  Orleans  Delta  of  the  17th  instant  rc(-marks: 
Whilst  it  cannot  be  said  that  tlie  epidemic  lias  abated  in 
i:s  violence,  there  are  indications  iliat  it  has  pretty  nearly 
attained  its  zeniih,  and,  under  the  influence  of  favorable 
weather,  diligent  attentions,  and  the  great  skill  of  unsur- 
passed faculty,  will  begin  to  decline. 

Mississippi  U.  S.  Senator.  It  is  now  positively 
announced  that  Gov,  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  has  ap- 
pointed the  gallant  Col.  Jefferson  Davis  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of 
General  Jesse  Speight. 

Orleans  Picayune. 

“old  EUROPE  AND  YOUNG  AMERICA.” 

An  article  translated  from  a French  paper,  for  the 
New  York  Spirit  of  the  Times,  after  dilating  at  some 
length  upon  tlio  accounts  which  tlie  monarchical  jour- 
nal# continue  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  their 
to  the  war  between  Ihe  United  States 
and  Mexico,  and  a rather  florid  parade  of  the  onward 
progre.ss  of  our  young  republic  with  a just  tribute  to  the 
achievement  of  our  armies  in  the  sliort  space  of  one 
year, — concludes  by  thus  characterizing  the  doings,  du- 
ring the  same  period,  of  the  great  monarchies  of  Eu 
rope. 

“During  all  this  time,  wtiilst  a few  thousand  Ameri- 
cans in  a tew  months  conquer  a country  of  greater  ex- 
tent than  France,  richer  in  mines  than  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  Europe — whilst  a company  of  scientific  engi- 
neers explore  the  vast  deserts  of  Oregon  in  every  direc- 
tion, couiiiries  liiiherto  unknown — whilst  they  describe 
with  the  greatest  talent  the  course  of  their  rivers,  mea- 
sure the  aliitude  of  their  mountains,  give  descriptions  of 
even  the  new  plants  they  meet  with,  discover  immensa 
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and  fertile  lerritorie.s,  wiiich  ihey  prepare  for  the  colo- 
iiist  wdiicti  follows  them; — wliilsi  they  are  doing  all  this, 
wh  it  is  old  Europe  aboui? 

The  ijiree  grand  Pharaohs  of  the  north,  havin»  one 
hundred  millions  of  subjects  or  slaves,  fifteen  hundred 
tliousand  regular  soldiers, ' and  fifteen  huridred  millions 
of  revenue;  caiisiiire  toget'ier  mysteriously  for  6 montlis, 
and  accomplish  the  conquest  of  Cracow — a defenceless 
town,  a couniry  of  heroes,  the  saviors  in  former  times 
of  ilieir  slates.,  a sainted  and  sacred  city,  into  whicli 
tlic.se  sovereigns  ought  not  to  have  entered  save  with 
feelings  of  awe  and  respect.  , They 'lake  from  the  Poles 
their  laws,  their  language,  their  God,  and  cause  them  to 
submit  to  a shameful  servitude.  These  priuces,  abso- 
lutely phrenzied  by  the  absolute  power  in  their  hands, 
act  over  again  the  reigns  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  Bel- 
shazzar, and  forget  the  predictions  of  Daniel,  for  the 
fulfilment  of  which  the  oppressed  daily  put  up  the  most 
fervent  prayers.  , . - ' ' . ■ 

Young  America,  on  the  cohirary,  hospitable  and  gen- 
erous as  she  is,  offers  to  the  proscril>ed'of.'a|l  naiiona, 
land  without  taxes,  and  a free  share  in  all  the  blessings 
and  liberties  which  Providence  has  vouchsafed  to  the 
hutnan  race. 

Young  America  will  enter  into  a treafv'of  peace  with 
M exico,  and  will  receive  as  indemnity  California,  New 
Mexico,  and  Tampico.  * * * * ipijg 

American  shipping  from  the  porta  in  California  will  mo- 
nopolize the  commerce  of  China,  the  East  Indies,  &c. 

America  will  generously  ailow  Europe  to  partake  of 
her  conquests,  emigration  will  progres.sively  increase, 
and  there  will  ari  e in  the  interior  of  the  Union  flourish- 
ing countries,  under  the  name.s  of  New  France,  New 
Poland,  and  New  Ireland.  In  twenty  years  America 
will  have  doubled  her  population,  commerce,  riches,  and 
her  fleets  will  be  much  more  numerous  than  those  of 
England  and  the  Old  World. 

_ During  the  same  period,  tlie  people  of  old  Europe, 
victims  of  a sickly  civilization,  ruined  by  monopolies 
and  imposts,  exposed  to  famine,  suffering  under  a hard 
servitude,  will  be  without  energy  sufficient  to  resist  the 
invasions  of  the  Muscovite  barbarians. 

France  only  can  save  Europe  from  an  irruption  of  the 
nortlierii  hordes,  and  from  the  increasing  and  proud  do- 
mination of  her  neighbors  on  the  other  side  of  the 
channel;  but  slie  must  be  freed  from  the  exorbitant  tax- 
ations, partial  laws,  ruinous  monopolies,  and  an  absolute 
and  brulifying  administration;  she  must  have  an  inflex- 
ible will  to  regain  the  institutions  of  ’69,  the  re  estab- 
lishineni  of  the  national  militia,  the  government  of  Ihe 
country  by  the  couniry  itself,  the  liberty  of  leaching,  the 
press,  &c.  Had  she  even  an  international  administra- 
tion similar  to  that  in  existence  at  the  commencement 
of  the  16ih  century,  as  described  by  Machiavelli,  we 
might  say,  in  the  words  of  that  great  wri  er,  ‘France, 
this  ciiuiiiry  of  heroes,  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Spain, 
England,  or  Germany,  &c.  She  has  only  to  fear  the 
sacrilegious  usurpation  of  her  sacred  liberties.’  ’’ 

The  Liberia  packet.  This  vessel  will  sail  from 
the  port  of  Baltimore  for  Cape  Palmas  and  the  other 
Liberia  Colonies  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  return 
without  delay.  The  advantages  which  the  sailing  of 
this  fine  vessel  offers  to  colored  persons  to  visit  Libe- 
ria and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
statements  made  respecting  tliat  country,  are  thus 
summed  up  in  the  Maryland  Colonization  Jour- 
nal: 

Cabin  passengers  or  freight  will  be  taken  on  the 
usual  terms.  Steerage  passengers  will  be  taken  cut 
and  supplied  with  provisions  free  of  expense.  Re- 
turn passengers  will  also  be  taken,  either  in  the  ca- 
bin or  steerage,  at  the  usual  rates.  It  is  therefore 
now  in  the  power  of  almost  any  colored  man  to  visit 
the  colonies  and  satisfy  himself,  from  personal  obser- 
vation and  inspection,  of  their  actual  condition  and 
prospects.  He  can  see  for  himself  colored  people  do 
live  there  in  a state  of  freedom  and  independence;  if 
law  and  order  prevail  in  the  land;  if  the  people  en- 
joy, to  the  fullest  extent,  civil  aud  religious  privi- 
leges; or  if  all  the  promises  and  averments  of  the 
colonizationists  have  been  falsehoods  and  delusions. 

Come!  now  is  the  time  to  try  this  question.  Let 
us  join  issue  on  this,  one  experiment.  Go  and  exam- 
ine. Yourselves  shall  be  the  judges,  and  if  you  don’t 
acknowledge,  to  the  letter,  our  claims  and  pretensions 
made  in  behalf  of  Maryland  in  Liberia  in  every  re- 
spect, we  will  give  up  the  point,  pay  your  passage 
home  to  the  United  States,  and  publish  your  report 


in  regard^  to  the  vvar^ between  the  United  States  | to  the  world,  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do  find  our 

repeated  statements  to  be  true — if  you  do  find  tliat 
the  one  half  of  the  good  has  not  been  told  you, 
then,  we  will  not  say  remain  or  go  back  again — for 
we  never  yet  asked  a man  to  go  to  Liberia — but  we 
will  say,  in  western  phrase,  acknowledge  the  com,  and 
forever  after  hold  your  peace,  at  least  your  abuse  of 
colonization, 

Si.xTH  Illinois  Regiment.— This  regiment,  which 
ranks  as  the  second  regiment  of  a new  requisition,  and 
is  now  full,  numbers  940  strong.  Its  rendezvous  is  Alton, 
whence  it  will  make  its  departure  for  New  Orleans,  and 
tlieiice  to  Vera  Cruz  in  about  a week. 
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